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Abstract

This study deals with the debate over Malthusianism and ,population control
in China within the context of the growing sense of national awareness which
characterized the May Fourth period. Beginning with Liang Ch'i-ch'ao, this
controversy was closel)-r linked to the issues of national strength é.nd Social

~Darwinism by botn the oppohents and proponents of population control.

The proponents of population control tended to be Western-educated intel-
lectuals who believed in the tenets of classical Western liberalism. To them,
population control was a means of achieving a better environment for individual
development and economic laissez faire. In their opinion, population pressures
had more to do with China's woes than exploitation by any nation or economic
class. They attempted to justify their views on nationalist grounds by poin';ing
out that the emancipation of the individual was the key to the strength of the
Western powers.

The opposition to population control viewed population growth as proof of
a race's fitness for survival and felt that Chin;a faced the threat of eventual

national extinction if the rate of population growth in Western countries and
Japan continued to be much higher than that in China. L‘iang Ch'i-ch'ao and
Sun Yat-sen shared this appraisal of population growth in China. |

By studying the books and magazine articles that were written on this
question during the period followinvg the May Fourth Incident, it becomes
evident that the opponents of population control enjoyed the advantage in
harnessing the nationalist sentiments -of the’ Chinese public against population
control. This was not the result of any overpowering logic in their arguments.
Events in China and around the world tended to confirm the original. fre'ar_s
of-Liang Ch'i-ch'ao, and more Chinese grew convinced that China needed to

match the population growth of other countries in order to survive in a world
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of nation-states that they envisioned to be governed by the forces of natural
selection as outlined by Charles Darwin's theory of evolution. The advocates
of population control grew more defensive in their appeals as their ideas were
increasingly portrayed as defeatist and unprogressive. Also, many Chinese

' nationalists firmly believed in the contradictory nature of individualism and
nationalism.. To them, Malthusianism was one of the most harmful ménifes—
tations of excessive individualism.

Although early Marxists such as Li Ta-chao did not oppose Malthusianism
on nationalist grounds, later Marxists were able to tap some of the nationalist
resentment toward imperialism by arguing that Malthusianism was a great lie
promoted by the imperialist powers to avoid responsibility for the economic

disruptions that they created in China.
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I. Introduction

Malthusianism has achj,eyed the dubious distinction of being Veher’nently
attacked by both Marxist intellectuals and KMT nationalists. Nonetheless, the
lively and protracted debate over Malthusianism and the need fo:-r population
control in China during the May Fourth périod demonstrated that this issue
was never resdlved from the start. By examining the historical origins and
development of the controversy over Malthusianilsm, this stﬁdy intends to
shed some light on the reasons why population control became unpalatable
to many Chinese of diverse political persuasions.

It must be remembered that the initial concern over Malthusianism and
its relevance to the population situation in China was contemporaneous with
the increasing inability of the Chinese to reconcile Confucianism, in its
decaying form, with the growing nationalism of the time. The intellectual
ferment of the May Fourth period took place in the midst of a search for
the fundamental changes needed to achgéve modernization and national strength.
As in the case of other ideological issues, the goal of national strength was
the criterdon by which Malthusianiéin was either promoted or condemned.

As has been pointed out by Chow Tse-tsung in his work on the ‘May Fourth
period, Chinese .{ntellectuals who promoted the tenets of Western }iberalism
were distinctly 'less able to convince the growing nationalist public of their
dedication to the acheivement of national strength than those who promoted |
some sort of collectivism, be-it genuine socialism or some vague kind of
national socialism. ! In dealinig with the i‘elationship of the Malthusian
controversy with Chinese nationalism and the conflict bétween the ideological
preferences of the May Fourth period, this study intends to demonstrate
that Malthusianism tended to conflict with the nationalist sentiments of the

time in spite of the nervous efforts by the promoters of population control



to combine the two. Furthermore, an examination of the debate over :population
control indicates that the difficulties of Malthusianism in China can be linked

to the failure of Chinese liberalism as a whole to gain acceptance as an ideology
consistent with nationalist goals.

‘With respect to Western history, the term 'liberal' is often used with a
great deal of imprecision, but in the éontext of modern Chinese intellectual
history the concept of liberalism is a great deal more distinct and tangible.
Often educated in Western countries, the Chinese liberals were a clearly
identifiable body of intellectuals who stressed the importance of individual
liberty and economic laissez~-faire as the vital elements lacking in traditional
China which were the key to the success of the powerful Western nations. In
doing so, they put themselves at odds witlimany of their nationalist contempo-~
raries as well as China's Confucian tradition.

In arguing the validity of Malfhusianism in China's case, Chinese liberals
did not tend te perceive China's social problems to be a matter of exploitation
by either economic classes or imperialist nations, but instead the result of
a harmful set of social and economic condifitions wh;ch prevented the individual
from developing the capability successfully to protect his own interests. To
be sure, many Chinese liberals went to great pains in order to demonstrate
that individual liberty and economic laissez.:faire, when unharnessed, were
great sources of national wealth and power. However, in examining the debate
over Malthusianism, the seemingly contradictory nature of private freedom
and modern nationalism looms as one of the greatest barriers to the acceptance
of classical liberalism and, in turn, the acceptance of population control.

Both Malthusianism and liberalism remained tainted with this image of individual

selfishness.



Notes to Chapter 1

1. Chow Tse-tsung, The May Fourth Movement: Intellectual Revolution in

Modern China (Cambridge, 1960), p. 361.



II. Malthusianism's Introduction to China via Social Darwinism: The Link
between the Malthusian Controversy and National Strength

Nothing better underscored the connection between nationalism and the
population issue .i.-1 than Chinese intellectuals' initial perception of
Malthusianism as an intimate component of Social Darwinism. Liang C'hi-ch'ao
was an early exarﬁple of such an intellectual. It was not difflcult_ to understand
why much of the discussion over the population issue was generated by the
interest of many Chinese infellectuals in Social Darwinism. The utilization
of Darwin's biological theory of natural selection to portray various societies
as biological species struggling to ssutvive and constantly developing traits
which best served them in this struggle had a powerful logic at the time. Liang
and later nationalists believed that‘ such logic explained the nature‘of both
Western social progress and international conflict. In this respect, Thomas
Malthus' theory of population growth was initially utilized as an explanation
of the imperatives behind this struggle to survive rather than. a s.olr_idj
rationale fo.r population control. Liang, for instance, perceived population
growth as primarily being the reason for which various nationalities had mutual
contact resulting in conflict. ! Furthermore, he perceived imperialism to be
an attempt by the stronger Western countries to prepare for future population
growth.

In an essay entitled ''"On the Great Trend of Competition between Nations'!,
Liang most clearly stated this relationship between Malthusianism and Social
Darwinism:

Among the theories of the modern scholars, there is no
slingte (theory of any one) scholar that has nourished national
imperialism, but (the theories of) Malthus and Darwin have
been the two most forceful.
It is important to understand that in using the term ''national imperialism"

Liang wished to distinguish modern imperialism from the imperialism of



the traditional empires, both Eastern and Western. The expansionism of

the traditional empires aimed at creating a political state that encompassed

a variety of nationalities and races. To Liang, the inability of such states to
harness the force of nationalism explained their failure to survive in the modern
world of nation-states. However, in Liang's eyes, the modern nation-state

that practiced "national imperialism'' sought to maintain national homogeneity
with t.erritorial expansion either by the cultural assimilation of weaker

peoples or by theii’ displacement from their homelands.

With this concept of Social Darwinism in mind, Liang viewed population
trends as a barometer of the social prbgress ach#eved by the various nations
of the world. According to Liang,

... how can it be necessary to discuss anything else other

than population alone (to see that) Western history has consisted

of progress while our own country's history has consisted of

cycles. This is how it is. Otherwise, how could a country

have ... a population of 130, 000, 000 to 140, 000, 000 nine

hundred years ago ang today be known for (a population of)

merely 400, 000, 000.
It was the trend ofj population growth rather than the absolute numbei's to which
Liang attached the most significance. The steady social progress which Liang
attributed to the West was supposedly marked by a stexly rise in population,
while, concémitantly, China's cyclical and unprogressive history was refiected
in mere cyclical vyariations in population.

Ironically enoﬁgh, this particular use of Malthusianism discouraged the
promotion of pépulation control. Although population control could have some
conceivable advantages, it would be a disastrous: policy for a nation to follow
unilaterally because the expanding populations of other countries would constantly
threaten one"rg own people with displacement or assimilation. Liang paid little
attention to Malthus' point that overpopulation wa;s a constant cause of poverty

within a nation regardless of its productivity, butiinstead perceived his theory

as a cogent explanation of the fundamental cause of conflicts between nations.



Hence, in Liang's view, a growimpopulation signified success in the struggle
to survive, while a stagnan.t population, no matter how large, could only imply
the opposite.

Liang's appraisal of the significance of population trends was to be echoed
by other nationalists including Sun Yat-sen. However, Liang did not seem to
be concerned with promoting population growth in itself. As Liang pointed out,
the desirability of a large population was nothing new in Chinese history. In

The Mencius, King Hui of Liang expressed great vexation over the small size

of his kingdom's population when compared with neighbouring states. ! In
declaring thathChinals lafckuofippopulationlgriowthrreflected the absence of a
progressive history, Liang, no doubt, felt the promotion of population growth
to be a vain hope if not accompanied by a method. He believed that a sense of
nationalism among the Chinese people was the one most fundamental factor
that would enable China to expand its population.

With respect to the limit of China's agricultural potential to support
population growth, Liang had already stated at the close of the nineteenth
century that by using Western agricultural teechniques and opening new lands
China's population could increase several fold without fear of famine. In
Liang's view, China was no more densely populated than most European
countries but far behind in agricullitural science because education and farming
_ had become ''two separate paths'' in traditional Chinese society. K The limit
of China's potential for increases in agricultural production was alsd to become
an issue hotly disputed and more carefully examined as the debate over popula-
tion control unfolded in later years.

Yen Fu, who more deeply explored the various theories of Social Darwinism
and their application to China's difficulties as a nation, did not see a large
population as being proof of or an asset for a nation's success in the struggle

t

to progress and surWwive in a world of competing nation-states:



Ever since human spirits have been made the (object of
worship in) religion, there has been no greater sin than not
offering sacrifices (to one's ancestors). Therefore, our

people take marriage to be a natural duty, and China's
overpopulation ‘arises from this. Although the population is
extensive, the teachings of wealth have not been extended.
Therefore, their large numbers are precisely the reason for
suffering. ... As for the rapid promgation (of people) in China,
only the labouring society and propertyless people have increased
in number. Certainly, if the uneducated and inferior people are
gathered together in a world of competition, it is obviouslt at
they will not be able to survive by virtue of their fitness.

Unlike Liang, Yen Fu perceived China's population as indeed growing, but
it was the wealth of the country and the quality of the people that he felt deter-
mined a nation's fitness, and a large population was certainly o proof of this.
To him, it was quite possible for a well populated country to be eliminated in
* the process of natu.ral selection if the teachings of wealth (_£_1_1_ chiao ) were
lacking. Yen Fu probably envisioned a process of cultural assimilation by
a stronger nation such as what many Chinese believed to be occurring in
British-ruled India rather than outright annihilation. However, in Yen Fu's
eyess the source of China's problems was a combination of the lack of material
progress and a large population. From this perspective, Yen Fu did not clearly
delineate the extent to which the lack of material progress could be attributed
to China's large population.

In spite of a completely different appraisal of Chinese population trends
and the different significance which Yen Fu attributed to a large population,
both he and Liang Ch'i-ch'ao were primarily motivated to consider the popula-
tion question by-a nationalist concern over China's fate in a world that they.
felt was governed by the forces of natural selection as outlined by Social
Darwinism. The implicit belief in Social Darwinism was to continue to be a
common denominator among both the proponents and opponents of population
control throughout the May Fourth period.

Although the population issue did not receive a great deal of attention in

the years prior to the May Fourth Movement, most impressions of China's



population situation seemed roughly similar to Liang's view. In one article
which appeared in a Chinese reformist periodical in 1901, population increases
and the resulting competition for the necessities of life were cited as major
reasons for the imperialist expansion of Western nations.llEleven years later,
a Chinese writer translated the articles of an American diplomat and a Japanese
scholar in which the. estimates of China's population were only 270, OOO, 000

and 260, 000, OOO'respectively. The writer, Ch'en Yii—ching, feared that the
often cited figure of 400, 000, 000 was a collectively held myth created by

Ch'ing officials who used inflated census figures in order to bring credit to

- therisélves . With this in mind, he saw moré than coincidence in the similar
estimates of two unconnected sources. In entitling his article ""The Chinese
Population Problem!'', Ch'en Yi-ching seemed assured that the literate Chinese
public would understand any 'population problem' in China to be one of sparse-

ness.
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IIT1. The May Fourth Malthusians: The Promotion of Population Control
Takes Shape -

By the time of the May Fourth period the debate over the population question
had become a great deal more specialized, and there was a greater awareness
of the ideological implications involved in the issue. The scholars of the May
Fourth generation did not merely make general references to Chiné's population
situation, but authored lengthy books dealing with it exclusively. It was during
this period that a defénable group of intellectuals who promoted population
control fook shape. With great regularity, these intellectuals/ tended to be
Western-educated scholars with economics or sociology as their academic
digcipline. On the whole, they may be acéurately described as Ne'ofMalthusians
in that they generally understood Malthus' population theory as a ;atidnale
for population control and supported it as such without necessarily adhering
to the portions of Malthus' analysis that were parochiai to eighteenth century
England. For exé,mple, many of the Chinese who promoted populatioﬁ control,
unlike Malthus, did not view “moral restraint'as the sole acceptable m ethod
of birth_control.‘ |

Another difference which was more of emphasis than of substance was
that the Chinese supporters of population control did not emphasize the
‘pessimistic character of Malthusianism as a theory which belittled human
efforts at improving society. Instead, they promoted population control in
positive terms as part of an entire package of needed social reforms, some
of which would be the direct result of a lower birth rate. This differénce had
less substance than first met the eye,'-be'cause one ¢ould easily argue that /
Malthus, by promoting a form of population control, demonstrated an implicitly
optimistic view of mankind's ability to overcome barriers to efficacious social

reform.
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Harvard-educated Ch'en Ch'ang-heng was perhaps the most widely published
author who promoted the Ma_lthusian };opulation theory and a national polic.y
of population control. His articles on the population question appeared regularly
in various newspapers and journals, and seven different editioﬁs of his major

work, On the Population of China, were published between. 1918 and 1926. To

Ch'en Ch'ang-heng, Malthus was a ''benevolent economist and social reformer"
who tried to show people how they could avoid the tragedies inflicted by the
natural confrqls on excessive population growth.

| In linking the poverty of China directly to overpopulation, Ch'en Ch'ang-
heng cited i'; as proof in itself that China's birth rate was too high. He attacked
the parents of children who were sold to serve as slaves and prostituteé for
being irresponsible and for merely viewing their .children as disposable items
of temporary utility. Like Malthus, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng felt that the solution
to the poverty in China rested in encouragling people to calculate their means
of making a living before having children. 2

In examining the development of Western nations, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng

disputed the nption that the increase in both their prosperity and their popula-
‘tion could be solely attributed to scientific and technical progress. He did

this by specifically examining the birth rate figures of Western countries.

In his book, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng produced a table illustrating the rather
dramatic drop in the birth rate of various Western nations from 1870 to 1910.
The birth rate in England, for example, dropped from 35. 4p_;'e'vrithousand during
the decade beginning in 1870 to 25.9 per thousand by 1910. 3 The people of the
West, he argued, had indeed followed the tenets of Malthusianism in planning
for the prosperity of their posterity. 4 The aggregate increase in the population
of Western countries was attributed to the low death rate and longei; life span
of the average person which accompanied it. Ch'en Ch'ang-heng argued thét

5
this was largely brought about by the decreasing birth rate. Hence, in his
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view the rate of iﬁcrease in population alone was insufficient to determine
the nature of the relafionship between population trends and social prégress
in the West. |

. Based on the opinions of several foreign doctors stationed in China, Ch'en
Ch'ang-heng estimated the birth rafe in China to be over fifty per thousand
people, twice the birth. rate of the West. 6 He viewed this difference as the
cause of China's poverty and the West's prosperity. According to him, there
‘existed an inverse ratio between individual development,, to which he attributed
the vital_ivty of the Western people, and the birth rate. To prove this point,
he produced stétiétics which ého;wed that college-educated women in the United
States more often than ﬁot hadx two or less children after marriage. Ch'en
'Ch'ang-heng attributed this to their greater intelligence and desire to secure
the proper educational opportunitieé for their children. 7T\In China, by éontrast,
he portrayed the prospects for individua‘l development as bleak because people
often gave birth to more children than they had means to care for or educate.
In addition to this, he pointed out, it was more difficult for individuals to
obtain the years of training needed to develop various skills because the
combined effect of the high birth rate and high death rate made livf'e spans

shorter. Because he believed the ignorant and useless elements of society
were precisely the ones most likely irresponsibly to give birth to many children,
Ch'en Ch'ang-heng felt that the seriousness of this problem was compounded

" by its cyclical nature.

Ch'en Ch'ang-heng was not oblivioﬁs to sources of poverty other than over-
population, but he characterized all such phenomenan as merely manifestations
of the more basic problem. For example, hhe did not deny that warlordism
and corrupt government created many of the problems both for individual
welfare and national strength. However, according to him institutional reform

alone could never bring competent government and enlightened leadership to
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China unless the quality of the ellectors, the people, could be raised. He
considered it axiomatic that the government could be no good if the people.
were no good and, in turn, traced this problem of quality back to the pofﬁilation
issue. 0 To him, the problems that a high birth rate and overpopulation
entailed for individual developmént also directly affected the quality of China's
population as a whole. Ch'en Ch'ang-heng portrayed the quality of é, nation's
population as the most crucial factor that influenced national strength. Accord-
ing to this view, recent advances in civilization and the refinement of military
techniques enabled small countries with enlightened péoples to gain control
over large backward countries. England's ability to conquer India, a nation

of 300, 000, 000, with ease was proof of this in his opinion. H

In the.-modern world of nation-states, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng felt that the
advantage in power formerly énjoyed by the populous empires was no longer
assured. He argued that a population of 400, 000, 000 was of no advantage to
China's struggle for national existence if the vast majority of people lacked
strength, morality, and knowledge. 12 Although the Chinese government
ruled over a vast population, he pointed out that it experienced rhuc.h more
-dif"ficulty than any of the small Western nations in taxing people to support
an army. In raising the issue of taxation, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng, like Yen Fu,
stressed the important connection between individual wealth and national
strength. t -

In this manner Ch'en Ch'ang-heng made the case that China's quest for
national power hinged on improvingtthe opportunity for individual development
by decreasing the birth rate and relieving the pressures of overpopulation.

To strengthen this argument, he was able to cite none other than Herbert =
Spencer, one of the major architects of the theory of Social Darwinism.

Spencer's theory, as outlined by Ch'en Ch'ang-heng, stated that a lower birth

rate and a lower population density existed among higher forms of biological
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species and more sophisticated civilizations. Spencer attributed this to the
evolution of more complex traits which required notably more time for
individual.members of a society or species to develop.. In-theistruggle to
progress and survive, a high rate of re.productlon was less vitalthan the
development of these traits. Hence, in Ch'en Ch'ang-heng's eyes, a programme
of population control was completely consistent with scientific nationalism

based on Social Darwinism. 14:“

The major point repeatedly stressed by Ch'en Ch'ang-heng in promoting
Malthusianism as a means of aéh{n'evmg individual prosperity and national
sAtreng‘th‘Was that there was a fundamental harmony, between the government's
efforts to enrich the nation and the individual's efforts to enrich himself. 14
Like Yen. Fu, he felt that the stfength of the Western nations was due to their
Weé,lth, and their wealth was due to the freedom with w-h‘i'c':h::ea;ch‘-phr'sded his own
interests. The aggregate effect of this freedom was not the chaos that a
Cénfucw.n might expect, but a coordination of activity similar to the arrange-
ment of spokes around the centre of a wheelv.lsf Both he and Yen Fu felt that
there was little advantage in numbers/if people lacked the capabilities needed
to achgeve materié.l progress. However, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng was explicit in
stating that this lack qf capabilities was directly related to population preséures.

However, there were a number of instances in which Ch'en Ch'ang-heng
perceived a basic conflict between individual freedom and national interests,
and in such cases his primary concern was with the latter. Ironically enough,
he pictured such a conflict over the issue of artificial birth control. He opposed
artificial birth control as a ''passively destructive"_ measure that {:‘ould cause
a nation's people to be lost in their own bodily’desires and convenience to the
extent that the survival of the race could be endangered, and cited the French
as an example of.such national decadence. Also, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng.‘s

dedication to the emancipation of the individual did not prevent him from
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supporting a government sponsored policy of eugenics Whichlwould irﬁprove
the quality of the people by eliminating the épportunities to propagate of those
who were weak and defjcient. H : |

Although Ch'en Ch'ang-heng constantly stressed the importance of the
quality of the population over the quantity, he still hastened to point out that
a*:lp'\'av'e»«ra_,birth rate would not have the effect of reducing Cinna's aggregate
population or even the effect of halting future increases if longer life ép"ans
could be achgéved. The Western countries,.' with the exception of France, were
proof of this‘. In fact, a secondary argument that Ch'en Ch'ang—heng‘ utilized
against a high birth rate was that 1t could not even achiféve the narrow goal of
population growth. This suggested that he was aware of the attractiveness
that a large population held for many Chinese nationalists.

In opposing artificial bifth control, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng argued that the
Co‘nfuc'ian values and institut_ions rooted in Chinese ti;aditi'on were the basic
cause of the unacceptably high birth rate. Hence, in his view the most
 appropriate means of achdéeving é lower birth rate was to eliminate precisely
fhoée backward aspects of China's traditiqnal social éystem which nearly all
May Fourth intellectuals opposed. These social institutions ha;d already been
characterized as great barriers to both economic @rog&;egsrsw andzindividual
development in themselves. The clan system of China, for example,“: was
labelled a cause of China's high birth rate because marriages took placé at
a much earlier age than would be the case if most couples waited until they
could establish independent households. +8 Ch'en‘ Ch'ang-heng also declared
that the extended family with its complex system of collective property made
- the material advantages of fewer children less obvious to individual couples
and genérally discouraged the independence, mobility, and individual incentive

which he felt were vital for social progress. He cited the individual's dependence

on and obligations toward the extended family as one of the major barriers to
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Chinese colonization of the sparsely populated border regions.

By breaking with Confucian tradition and supporting equality fér women
as well as marriages based on free choice, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng believed that
the late marriage and the nuclear family would become the norm throughout
China and, in turn, lead to the lower birth rate which he felt was characteristic
of a more advanced society. 20 In addition, he portrayed the broader social
contacts made possible by the emancipation of the individue;l from the tyranny
of the clan as a means by which a national sense of identity among Chinese
could be forged. ?‘l

To a great extent, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng's arguments effectively utilized the
widely held vision of a discredited Confucian tradition as a foil for his own
vision of an enlightened liberal society that was free from the pressures of un-
controlled population growth. By portraying the question of social progress
in China in terms of a simple dichotomy between Confucianism and liberalism, he
no doubt, was aiming at harnessing the abundance of hostility toward traditional
social values in order to gain support for some form of population control.
Ch'en Ch'ang-heng probably believed that any initial nationalist apprehensions
concerning population control could be overcome if he could successfully
demonstrate that the path to a lower birth rate coincided with the efforts to
destroy the backw.ard Confucian social institutions that numbed the national
consciousness of the Chinese._ Artificial birth control, a far more controversial
method, received his unequivocal condemnation. However, the initial advantages
of linking population control entirely to an attack on Confucian traditions were
to be shortlived as later research on the population situation in China was to
make many of Ch'en Ch'ang-heng's original arguments obsoiete. The difficulties
.entailed in modifying his arguments favouring population control were to
contribute to the growing defensiveness on the part iof. those who expressed a

belief in Malthusianism.
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Ku Meng-yi was another professional scholar of the May Fourth genera-
tion WhoA voiced support for some form of population control,although he did
not become involved in the debate over the issue to the same extent as other
scholars. Educated in Gerrhany from 1906 to 1911, Ku later headed the
economics departme nt a“c the Univérsity of Peking. In 1924, he joined the
KMT a‘nd became an associate of Wang Ching-wei. By the time of the civil
war, Ku Mengyu had become an informal spokesman for a shortlived '"'third
force' political movement which was backéd by an ineffectual group of Chinese
liberals based in Hong Kong who opposed the authoritarianism of both the
Kuomintang and Chinese Communist Party. 22

In 1920, four years before he became involved in political affairs, Ku
authored an article which echoed many of the observations expressed by Ch'en
Ch'ang-heng. Ku felt that Malthus' theory, although often misrepresented,
demonstrated a humane concern for people's livelihood which was absent in
the political elites of the past who were constantly promoting population
growth in order to increase their supply of draft labour. 23

In explaining the link between overpopulation and poverty, Ku Meng-yu ="
refuted the argument that poverty in China was the result of exploitation.
According to Ku, China's poverty reesulted from a highly unfavourable ratio of
capital to population. Because of this lack of capital, the opportunities to
work were limited, the competition for available jobs was fierce, and per
capita productivity was low because there was little economic incentive for
capital intensive production techniques. This situation, Ku argued, was
not the work of any group of capitalists because even those willing to work -
for the most meager remumeration could not find employment. Hence, even
if one were to view the poverty of China in terms of exploitation, in Ku's
opinion the only effective remedy still involved solving the population problem

which created the appallingly excessive supply of labour in relation to the
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demand for it.!

Naturally, Ku did not limit his concern to the issue of poverty. He further
stated that overpopulation and the-poverty that accom.panied it adversely
affected the quality of society as a whole both physically and morally. According
to Ku, education could not become widespread because of the lack of capital
in relation to the size of the p.opula.tio.n, and, hence, the uanpt-f’blléd;increases
in the population would .consist of ignorant scoundl;els without moral or physical
value. Moreover, he argued that the 'good' elements of society who make the
sacrifices necessary for social pfogress éould not develop or survive amid
the fiérce ‘struggle vfor survival in an ovérpopulated colintry. Using an interest-
ing metaphor, Ku cfgmpared an overpoleélgted soclety to an unfair official who
rewards the evil and punishes the good. According to Ku's anal.ysis,‘ survival
was so paramount in an overpopulated society that those who robbed and
cheated were respected as standards so long as they provided for their families.
This kind of compefition reéulting from population pressure, in Ku's eyes,
destroyed all motives for mutual love and cooperation. .Instead of'identifying
~ with the nation, people developed a perverse conception of self-interest which
Ku charé.cterized by the phrase,. " whatever is of benefit to the people, most
likely entails a loss for me''.

It is important to ﬁriderstand that Ku did not object to competition or the
pursuit of selfi-interest per se. He simply wanted to point out how their
character changed in an overpopulated country like China where the province
of Shantung alone was more densely populated than any Europeap country
including industrialized England. According to Ku, the competition in less
populated countries was less fierce and of a more healthy nature. Because
life Was‘easier, the 'good' elements had a chance to develop and exist
independently.

In Ku's estimation, no attempt to improve the moral or material quality
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of Chinese society would be of any use unless it addressed the basic problem
of diseciuilibrium between populatioh and capital. Like Ch'en Ch'ang-heng,
Ku felt that efforts to bring good honest government to China could not, by
- thémsélx;é_é, accomplish much, because poor government itself was one of
the éymptoms of an overpopqlated nation. Neither, according to this view,
could industry develop so longi:as population pressures inhibited capital
formation and the economic incentives for capital intenéive techniques. In
this respect, Ku levend hinted that aid to the poor accomplished more harm
than good, because a greater share of a certain sum of money would be
devoted to social development if it were concentrated in the hands of a single
person instead of many. 2

Throughout Ku Meng-yu's discussion of the population problem in China,
the topic of artificial birthcontrol was conspicuously avoided. Like Ch'en
Ch'ang-heng, he portrayed the traditional cultural values and social institutions
that were already under attack from nearly all intellectual circles as the source
of China's population problem. Although he did not expressly condemn artificial
contraception, Ku's proposals for population control wereA limited to the
destruction of already discredited social practices. These included eali-_l?
marriage, concubinage, and 'the religious customs and moral.‘it’_c,y which cause
overpopulation'. > Hence, Ku's position on the appropriate means of
population control was roughly similar to that of Ch'en Ch'ang-heng, and
probably for the same reasons. - |

Hst Shih-lien was another promoter of population control whose educational
background was characteristic of most Chinese liberals of the May Fourth era.
Hsu attendéd Stantord University and afterwards successfully studiéd for a
Ph.D, at the University of Iowa. In 1923, he began teaching at Wuch&hggNormal
University and later taught at the University of Peking and Tsinghua University

31
where he lectured on sociology.
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In an article written in 1926, Hsii stated that the overall popul’afion problem
in C.hina was one which involved concentration, quality, the distribution of
wealth, and the birth rate as well as aggregate nﬁmbers. Using a line of
argurﬁent similar to that of Ch'en Ch'ang-heng and Ku Meng-yii, Hsii declared
that-the quality of a society v_s(as,' to a great extent, determined by population
pres sur.eé.' In Héii's eyes, the unemployment, sickness, poverfy,
prostitution, inflation, and warlordism which characterized China's sorry
'styate could all be traced toc overpopulation. 3 Production was hampered,
according té Hsu, by the fact that relatively few people reached the.optiml;lm
productive age of between thirty and forty years because of population pressures.
In underscofing the cyclical nature of the population problem, Hsi also argued
that the material and intelle;:tual backwardness of the population as a whole
hampered the opportunity of children fully to develop. Even if they physically
survived childhood, H%i felt that most were likely to become listless zombies. >3
In comparing the quality of the Chinese peoﬁle with the Westerners, vHs'u:
perceived the greatest disparity to exist émong what he termed 'people of
‘middle intelligence'. The advantage that China supposedly enjoyed among
'the' people ’éf highest ihtelligence' was,v to Hsli, of little advantage in terms
of nationallivitality. |

Because the quality of the-Chinése people was the most vital factor that
affected national strength, Hsii exhorted his countrymen to Afulfill'their
responsibility to the nation by having fewer children and avdiding the conditions
which created the social dregs "t}iat:'lﬁ;.-plag;ued Chin'a'.A Hsi did not elaborate on
the means by.whic'h a lower birth rate c'ould be achd'evéd. He rather Weakly
expressed disagreement with Margaret Sangei' who had earlier visited China,
but he did not explicitly condemn artificial contraception in unequivocal terl;ns

34 -
as had Ch'en Ch'ang-heng. Nor.did he argue that a lower birth rate would

result from an all-out attack on the Confucian social system aside from a
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brief comment on the ability of Western women successfully to secure a
productive occupation without marrying.

Although Hsi did not dwell lon the role of social reform in reducing China's
birth rate, he did devote a considerable amount of attention to problems which
aggravated the population situation. Basically, these were the ﬁnbalanced
distribution of China's population, .an archaic mode of agriculture, aﬁd the
existence of too many consuming elements in society. Hsu admitted that the
population density of China's twenty-one provinces, 238 people per séuare
mile, was not particularly high when compared with certain FEuropean countries.
This figﬁre, Hsu pointed out, would be even be lower if Tibet and other bprder
regions that were nominally under Chinese sovereignty wére included. By
promoting migration from the densely populated areas to the sparsely popu-
.la.ted regi’on's, Hsu felt that this aggravatirig factor to China's population
situationv could be ameliorated. However, Hsu scoffed at any suggestion that
the aggregate: population density of China was too low by pointing out that
many of the _relatively.déﬁsely'populated countries in'Europe were industrial
powers that could trade manufactufed producté for agricultural goods. Aside
from that, Hsii noted that China's population was still greater than that of
all the white imperialist nations combined.

Hsu also stressed the need to reform agriculture, but did not‘prop‘ose
anything concrete. The other factor which intensified population pressure,
according to Hst, was the large proportion of China's potential workforce
which was not productively utilized. These included what Hsu termed the
'concentration of unproductive people in the cities'. 36 However, labouring
under the impression that the upper-class ideal of womenfolk who were
restricted to the home held true for Chinese society as a whole, Hsili felt that
women were the largest single source of unproducti\-re consumers of the

country's resources. The 'surplus' women who could not become. members
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of any household were, in Hsii's view, forced by social circumstances to
become prostitutes and the like who only contributed to a 'poisonous consuming
element' in the cities. Obviously, women's rights held a high priority for

Hsi in ea.sinlg China's population crisis.

In raising a number of social and political issués while addrﬂe’ssing the
population question, Hsiu did not differ from Ch'en Ch'ang-hengor Ku Mengyii.
However, Ku and Ch'en always linked such issues directly to the population
question.» For example, Ch'en Ch"ang—heng, like Hsti, favoured migration
to the border regions, but he also argued that most individuals were unlikely
to become self-reliant p.ioneers if they developed in an environment character-
ized by material deprivation and clan tyranny. Hsil, on the other hand, dealt
with such issues as entirely extraneous factors which aggravated the basic
problem of overpopulation. By doing so, Hsu became prone to the charge
that he arbitrarily foc;used on overpopulation as the major problem in China
while failing to consider the possibility that these 'aggravating' factqrs alone
~ were the cause of China's sorry condition. As shall be demonstrated later,
many of the Chinese opponénts of Malthusianism cited these same aggravating
factofs mentioned by Hsi to argue that no problem of overpopulation-ever
really existed in the first place.

No biographical information is available on Lo Hung—shﬁn who also expressed
strong support for population éfon»t&roﬁlrﬂﬁcéel\c)/z-ét"a'—Ir.-tifc-leLQI’-ri tefms of logic ‘
alone, Lo's reasoning was roughly similar to that of Ch'en Ch'ang-heng and
Ku Meng=yu. However, Lq’s appeal for populatidn control had already
assumed some of the defensiveness which was to become more characteristic
of China's supporters of population control in the late twenties and thivties.

Despite thé multiplicity of problems that plagued China, Lo felt that their
commoél ‘rbot was overpopulation. After commenting on how numerous Chinese

social reformers and intellectuals had wasted a great deal ot time and effort
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in attempting to formulate solutions to China's numerous social, economic,
~and political problems, Lo stated:
In researching social problems, from each cause one cén
find another cause, and from each root can be traced another
root. (By using such means of research) one can discover
the population problem to be what affects.society as the basic
problem and what forms the social and livelihood situations. 37

This remark dramatically illustrated the extent to which the debate over
Malthusianism involved a fu‘ndamental disagreement éoncerning the causal
relationships of China's various difficulties.

Like Ch'en Ch'ang-heng, Lo focused on the adverse effect of a high birth
rate on individual developmént which, in turn, adversely affected the quality
of the country's people. In making this argument, l'Lo quoted English popula-
tion expert Harold Cox. According to Cox, a high birth réte was the cause of
poor health standards. in backward éountries, and b.ecavuse of this their people
were often deficient in physical and mental development. Naturally, Lo pointed
out thés detrimental effects that.this entailed for society in terms of low.
individual efficiency and social disorders rooted in poverty. - However, Lo
also drew attention to another harmful result of a high birth rate hitherto
unmentioned by his contemporaries. This was the great squandering of what
he termed 'social energy' that was used to give birth to and raise vast numbers
of children whom™Lo felt had no chance of survival. According to Lo, this
constituted a great loss to society of energy that could have been channeled

38
elsewhere.

Lo referred to Cox's analysisias assciéntificliiéxplanation of the relationship
between the quality of a people and a high birth rate. Lo had a specific purpose
in mind when he used the term 'scentific’!, because immediately thereafter he
attacked those who opposed population control on the grounds that science and

social progress could overcome the natural obstacles to unlimited population

growth that were cited by Malthus. To Lo, the ultimate irony of such optimistic
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faith in the power of science to solve all problems was that it, .itself, was
unscientific. Moreover, social progress, Lo argued, could not be viewed

as an extraneous factor that was not related to the cycle of causes and effects
which involved the birth rate. To portray a concrete image of this relationship,
Lo used-a diagram in which ''the necessary conditions for social prvogress”
were traced to a '"low rate of propagation''. Concomitantly, the ''causes of a
lack of social progress' were all traced to a "high rate of propagatioﬂ!' in a
companion diagram. % Hence, in Lo's ‘view, a high birth rate was an obstacle
‘to social progress and, at the same time, a result of the lack of it.

Like Ch'en Ch’ang-heng and Ku Meng-yiu, Lo singled out China's backward
social and cultural traditions as the'r-ri"ajor factors in China which contributed
to a high birth rate and avoided mention of artificial birth control as a potential
solution to the population problem.. These backward traditions were all
connected with the Confucian virtue of filial piety. Lo's argument concerning
the harmful effects of the extended farr:1ily- and early rharriage on individual
incentive was remarkably similar to that articulated By.Ch'en Ch'ang-heng
and was without any noteworthy difference‘s. %0 |

The issue of national strength was the ultimaté concern of Lo in promoting
population control. Lo acknowledged that, "Since ancient times, before science
~and today's types of weapons, the rise and fall, and;‘,sﬁi.xiival and annihilation
of a people were determined by.their numbers (vis—a;vis other nations). "
However, accol;ding to Lo, to per‘sist in such ah anachronistic attitude toward
national strength was to remain "unenlightened of world trends".4l By letting
a high birth rate remain unchecked, Lo fear‘ed that China would lose interna-
tional footing and risk ""being trampled upon by other races'. *

However, Lo's appeal for population control on nationalist grounds was -

marked by a rather defensive tone that suggested he was cognizant of a hostile

attitude toward Malthusianism on the part of a nationalist readership. Lo
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literally pleaded with his readers not to misunderstand his position by believing
that he was ‘oppolsed to the increase of good elements in the population that
were beneficial to society. Also, Lo flatly declared that he did not promote
individualism in promoting population control. His only goal was to seek good
"fortune for society through the indiv‘idual on up. Although this was roughly
similar to Ch'en Ch'ang-heng's position, Ch'en attempted to establish a much
stronger link between individualism and'na.tionalixs'm so that such a disclaimer
was unne‘ces sary. The inability to reconcile individualism, however qualified,
and nationalism was to prove to be a major difficulty for the promoters of
population control in later years.

Although most of the promoters of population control went to great pains
in order to demorstrate that their views, in the long run, were consistent with
China's ﬁational interests, there were exceptions to this pattern such as P'eng
I-hu. In a 1920.article, P'eng attacked the arguments against Malthusianism
posed by various European socialists, many of which were later utilized by
the Chinese opponents of population control. . P'eng challenged the commonly
held assumption in socialist circles that any increase in population could be
offset by the increase in production due to an expanded supply of labour.
Agricultural products, argued P'eng, were the most obvious example of a
basic necessity that could hot be manufactured in ever increasing amounts by
industrial factories no matter how progressive the society. 43 This argument,'
of course, was nothing more than a paraphrase of the principle of the dll’rlln'LSh—
ing returns on land as outlined by Malthué in his essay.

P'eng never became a major figure in the debate over population control
in later years. He was untypical of most of the advocates of population control
in that he addressed the question of population growth in theoretical terms
without referring to conditions particular to China or any nationalist aspira-

tions for his country. The universal nature of population growth was the only
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concern of P'eng, and.he made no gttemi)t to make his views mére palatable

to a nationalist readership beyohd presenting a logically consistent argument.
Hence, P'eng had no qualrns about supporting artificial contracepvtion as a
solution fo the Malthusian dilemma of population growth. P'eng was more
tyioicél of the cosmopolitan intellectual than the majority of Chinese thinkers
who found themselves deeply moved by the nationalist issues of the May Fourth
period.

The educationallbackground of T'ao Meng-ho was roughly similar to that of the
broad class of intellectuals who tended to be China's liberals. After attending
‘Tokyo Normal University, T'ao studied économics at London University and °
iater taught at National Pekiﬁg Normal University and the University of Peking
where he was an instructor of pélitical science. However, T'ao's position on
the population question differed greatly from that of most supporters of popula-
tion control in both logic and emphasis. It was only unwillingly that he was |
lumped with the Chinese Malthusians and Neo-Malthusians by later opponents
of population control.44

In a 1920 article, T'ao declared that the problem of poverty in China and
most places on the globe was the result of an unequal distribution of wealth;

To T'ao, Malthusianism merely utilizéd the theoretjcally p_ossible capability

of reproduction to rationalize the existence of poverty. He attributed the
existence of poverty in even wealfhy nations to the 'disease' of Malthu'sianisrn
and cited figures that illustrated the unequal distribbution of wealth in two of

the world's most powérful industrial countries, the United States and the United
Kingdom. AccordingttoT'ao, the tendency of wealth to concentrate into the
hands of a few was ’t;ecoming more pronounced in the modern world. Hence,
T'ao felt that poverty had little connection with overpopulation and, instead,

linked it with thelexpiloiitation! and unequal distribution which characterized
15
a country's political and economic system.
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However, while attacking Malthusianism, T'ao envisioned an eventual
drop in the birth rate as inevitable if China were effectively to deal with the
problem of poverty. vHe concentrated on the distribution of wealth as the cause
of poverty because he strongly opposed Malthus' assumption that poor people,
if given a greater share of society's wealth, would simply propagate in greater
numbers until the same degree of poverty existed among a larger populatlon
On the contrary, T'ao portrayed a rise in living standards as an effective
means of achéeving a lower birth rate. He argued that as a society becomes
more developed its birth rate declines, and that within the society the upper-
classes experience an even éharper decline in the birth rate. A lower birth
rate, according to T'ao, was the natural 'impulse'\of a more enlightenéd
society and of more enlightened individuals. Hence, in concentratirig exclusively
on the uneqﬁal distribution of wealth, T'ao argued that overpopulation among
the poor was, itself, a byproduct of unequal distribution, exploitation, and

- 45
poverty.

T'ao differed from the promoters of population control in that he felt poverty
was the product of overpopulation and not the other Way around. 40 He did not
advocate population control at the time he wrote this article only because he
felt that the population situation would correct itself without any speciél effort
once economic justice was acht#éved. However, like the proclaimed supporters
of population control, T'ao certainly had no illusions about China's ability to
achgéve social progress and, at the same time, accormnmodate an ever growing
population. Iﬁ this sense, hle had more in common with the advocates of
population control than most of the Chinese opponents of Malthusianism. Also,
later research on population trends in China was to destroy his overly sanguine
hopes that the population problem required no other solution beyond raising

the living standards.

The majority of the Chinese proponents of Malthusianism tended to demonsfrate
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a belief in the tenets of classical liberalism and viewed China's problems in
te‘l;ms‘of the individual's inability to develop or care for his own needs. "To
them, exploitatién constituted only a secondary cause of p_éverty and social
disorder. r.I‘he baéic solution to Ci’lina's problerhs, in their view, involved thé
creation.otf an envii‘onment in which individﬁals could develop the ability to
.‘prote'ct and further their own interests. In this respect, _a.‘,‘natiénal'progfamme of
.population control piay'ed a major role in China's progress along the path of
economi‘c laissez faire as envisioned by Chinese liberals. Kp. Meng¥yii, for
instance, ‘saw. population control as vital to correct the glut in the la.boﬁr
market which, more than any profit-minded capitalists, drove wages down
and discouraged investment in‘capital' intensive enterprises.

Obviously, tﬁe advqcates of population control were not unconcerneci with
the Collect.ive interests of Chiné, as a nation. If anything,; that was their ultimate
concern. It was the fundamental position of Chinese liberals that thé lack of
individual emancipation harmed the nation's collecti\}e interests above all else,
and their greatest challenge wé,s to convince the Chinese public of the complé-
mentary nature of individual freedo.mvand national strength.

Because their devotion to nationalisrri was the ultimate justifiéation for
their ideological preferences, the Chinese prbmot'er's of population control
were ciuite capable of selecti_Vely supporting certain kinds of state power that
fnany of the defenders of individual liberfy in Western countries ‘.found to be
anathemas. In spite of the issue of individual choice and his own liberal
inclinations, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng, for example, opposed artificial contraception
as an evil practice which could bring about the geﬁeral moral decline of the
nation. An even more poignant example of the subordinate role that their
support of individual liberty as‘sumed in relation to nationalism was their
interest in the study of eugenics as a means of improving the quality of China's

population. However, such authors as Lo Hung-shun and Ch'en Ch'ang-heng
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‘believed that under the circumstances of the time, a policy of eugenics was
~much less vital for déveloping national strength than population control. Lo,

for instance, felt that artificial selection was an impossibility in China at

that time because the high rate of births allowed so few to reach their natural
potential that there was no way of determining who were genetically superior. a
Nonetheless, their interest in eugenics alone illustrated the qualified nature

of their be.lief in the emancipation of the individual.

The nationalism of those who advocaéed population control, like thosé who
felt that China's population was not growing fast enough, was based on a firm
belief in Social Darwinism. To them, the quality of China's people was more
vital in the struggle for national survival thé.n their quantity. However, this
notion of struggle and competition was confined to the level of the nation-state.
Unlike Herbert Spencer, these Chinese Social Darwinists did not apply the
- doctrine of the survival of the fittest to individuals or social classes within
the nation. Their conception of individual development and self-interest did
not include anything so inconsistent with the collective interests of the natién
as competitive struggle between compatriots. In their eyes, the fierce struggle
_ to survive within the nation was part of the unhealthy syndrome which character-
ized China's condition at the time. Ch'en Ch'ang-heng, for instance, virtually
dichotomized the social objectives of the country into the categories of inter-
national (kuo-wai) and intranational (kuo-nei). In his view, the goal of the
country in international relations was to avenge disgraces at the hands of
foreigners and to be fully prepared to engage in the ruthless struggle that
would entail extinction for the 'inferior' nations. In stark contrast to this,
he portrayed the internal duties of the nation to include 'restraining the strong’

48
and 'supporting the weak'.

Although the Chinese supporters of population control promoted the

emancipation of the individual and the pursuit of self-interest as cultural traits
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consistent with the achievement of national strength, they felt obliged to
modify these principles in cases where the seeming contradiction with
nationalist goals was hard todispute. Lo Hung-shun even felt compelled to
apol‘ogize for the overtones of individualism in his argument. Clearly, their
belief in certain tenets of classical liberalism was not based upon a belief in
any transcendental or natural origin of the individual's conscience or rights
within thé group.

In understanding the Chinese liberals' rather pragmatic attitude toward

. the emancipation of the individual, one muét remember that some of the
intellectuals whose mmk{s_:form‘ed the foundation of classical liberalism in the
West were also aware of the advantages that ;greater human freedom entailed
for national strength. Adam Smith, for instance, argued that a country whose
economy flourished from unfettered commerce would be materially capable
of waging prolonged wars aﬁd emerging victorious. 9 Nonetheless, the limita-
tions that the Chinese advocates of population control felt complelled to place
on excessive individualism foreshadowed the defensive stance that they were

forced to take in later years as the debate over the population issue unfolded.
The opponents of population control were to focus on the contradictory nature
of any sort of individualism and dedication to the nation in the eyes of the
Chinese public as a vulnerable area in the arguments of theiadhezfents of
Malthusianism.

Up through the mid-twenties, reliable population figures for China were
conspicuously lacking in the various works on the population issue, and the
lack of accurate methods for taking censuses was decried by nearly all the
promoters of population control. Their theories on birth rate trends were
all based on figures for Western countries, and they had to spend no little
effort in trying to convince their readership that China's population was increas-

ing. Oulyvinrlater years were they able to cite extensive surveys and accurately
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adjusted census figures more conclusively to demonstrate that China's

population was indeed growing.
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IV. The Marxist Response to Malthusianism

Marxist ideology has long provided intellectuals with grounds for opposing
Malthusianism or any programme of population control. However, at the time
of the May Fourth period and afterwards, Marxists such as Li Ta-chao and
Ch'en Tu-hsiu formed only a small portion of the bulk of Chinese critical of
Malthusianism. Although some of their arguments were shared by non-Marxists
opposed to Malthusianism, Marxists formed an independent group of intellectuals
who wejectedotivexhotion of overpopulation on non-nationalist grounds. There
were also significant differences among the Marx.ists on this issue which
deserve attention.

In a sense, the Chinese Marxist response to Malthusianism antedates
Chinese Marxism. Neither Ch'en Tu-hsiu nor Li Ta-chao were declared
Marxists at the time they fir_st spoke out against Malthusianism. .Nevertheless,
their rationales for opposing Malthusianism were entirely consistent with
the id.eology that they adopted later and are still used by Peking today.

In spite of completely diffei'ent appraisals of Chinese population trends
and the different significance which they attached to a large population,l both
opponents and proponents of population control in China were primarily
motivated to consider the population question by a nationalist concern over
China's fate in a world that t-h‘eiy.felf was governed‘by the forces of natural
selection as outlined by Social Darwinism. iIn 1917 Li Ta-chao. felt compe:lled
by his revulsion toward the horrors of the First World War to refute Malthus'
theory of population growth. His primary goal in doing so was to debunk
Social Darwinism which he felt was merely providing a pretext for needless
aggression. When reconstructing the logic used by the political leaders of
various nations to justify aggression, Li portrayed a kind of reasoning very

similar to that of Liang Ch'i-ch'ao in which the link between Malthusianism



35

and Social Darwinism was guite clear:

] , ;
j! In arousing their fellow countrymen, they constantly raise
' two things of which to be alert. They say, "The surface of
the earth is limited, and population's (capacity of) increasing
is inexhaustible. If our people intend to plan for survival, it
is impossible not to rely on military strength in order to
expand outwards. The survival of the fittest and the perishing
of the unfit, the weak becoming food for the strong, the
principle of evolution, (these are realitieswhich) cannot be
escaped by any means.' 'This (kind of logic) is based completely
upon Malthus' theory of population and Darwin's theory of
evolution. ! '

In challenging the validity of Malthusianism, Li first asserted that most
European countries were more concerned about their population decreasing
rather than increasing. According to Li, statistics from countries such as
England, France, and the United States all showed this trend, but none were
cited in his article. It was probably more likely that the political leadership
of various countries waseconcerned about the slowness of the population growth
within their respective countries when compared with that of other nations,
and expressed the same fears as Liang Ch'i-ch'ao about the future of their
countries.

This particular podint, however, did not play a central role in Li's argument.
He further claimed that even if the population of thé' woxldads» a whole
was growing, mankind had an unlimited natural capacity with which to exploit
the resources of the 'universe' in order to survive and develop. The level of
civilization itself, Li argued, was determined by the extent to which mankind
was able to harness its natural talents to resist the forces of nature. It was
the constant progress of civilization which Li felt could overcome the law .of "
diminishing returns of land, the cornerstone of Malthus' theory:

The forces of mankind's ability are daily increasing while
the forces of nature are daily diminishing. This is simply the
advance in the level of civilization..- The transmission of sound,
light, electricity, and steam are all the captured products
obtained by mankind's relying on its own ability to develop
(things) in order to defeat the forces of nature. If there were

no progress in civilization, then how would the unchallengeable
forces involved in the inability to transmit sound, the inability
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to transmit illumination, the inability to utilize electricity to
condense time and space be any different from the law of
diminishing returns of land ? 2 '
In other words, the law of diminishing returns of land was, to Li, simply
another 'natural' obstacle which could be overcome by man's increasing
capacity to control his environment (not merely to adaét to it) just as other
natural obstacles had been overcome with the material innovations of the
twentieth century.

Although Li's portrayal of human progress in terms of 'coﬁquering nature'
was of questionable validity in disproving the law of diminishing returns, he
perceived the harmful influence of Social Darwinism in causing people to take
on an overly pragmatic attitude toward war. Pe.rhapsA as a result of the world
war, Li clearly saw the danger in promoting national interests at the expense
‘of international ethics and refused to view the population question from a
nationalist perspective. .  He attribu’ée}d an internatiénal character to progress,
and this set him apart from most of his notable contemporaries. To Li, the
real struggle for survival consisted of the whole of mankind's strugglé against
nature, not of'nations struggling against one another. According to Li, if
nations persisted in justifying war on the grouﬁds of national survival, then
there was nothing to distinguish mankind from the ‘anima.l kingdom.

In Li's eyes, then, Malthusianism and Social Darwinism encouraged the
devélopment of the greédy and lazy nature of mankind, causing it to substitute
amoral warfare for the development of its civilization, the true solution to any
population problem. Actumally, Li spent little effort disputing Malthus' promotion
of population control. Instead, he focused most of his attention on this relation-
ship between Malthusianism, Social Darwinism, and war.

In an article that appeared in 1920, Ch'en Tu-hsiu pointed out that the
popﬁlations of other countries with much higher living standards were growing

even faster than China's population. He cited this seeming paradox as proof
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that the real cause of poverty in China was the unequal distribution of wealth
and the lack of scientific and technical progress in production teéhniques. To
him, the fact.thét European countries were devising ways to increase their
populations oﬁe hundred years after Malthus' essay was proof enough that the
increase in food production could outstrip the real (not theoretically possible)
increase in population. |
From Ch'en Tu-hsiu's point of viéw, Malthus' theory had an essentially
negative character in that it séught fo éxplain the reasons for poverty instead’
of the reasons for wealth. In this respect, he found the doctrines pf Adam
Smith to be far less objectio'nable. Because of its negative character, argued
Ch'en Tu-hsiu, Malthusianism negléctéd the lack of scientific advances, refine-
ment in production techniques, full utilization of the work force, eqﬁitable
distribution of wealth, and adequate transportation systems as a cause of
poverty.»
Hence, according to Ch'en Tu-hsiu, the real sburce of poverty in China
was to be found in those cultural traits. which inhibited scientific and technical
progréss, not in a large population:
With the present methods of increasing the supply of materials
necessary for life and a social system that honours idleness,
if there is no reform, then half of the present population can
be elim_ina.tzd and we will still be unable to avoid the phenomenon
of poverty.
He acknowledged that overpopulation could be a source of difficulties in the
remote future, but to be concerned about it before making any attempt to reform
society was, in his opinion, like Wofrying about how to prepare for the eventual
destr_.ﬁction of the planet. |
Although both Ch‘en TlJ;—hsiu and I.i Ta-chao demonstrated the same tech: -
- nological and materialist optimism common among Chinese Marxists, Ch'en

Tu-hsiu was specifically concerned with refuting the notion that populat-i.on

control was the key to China's problems. His arguments also revealed a
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much stronger emphasis.on a Marxist class analysis. He saw Malthusianism
as merely a biased theory used by capitalists to conceal the evils of an unequal
distribution of wealth which was created by the system of private propérty.
.He placed great importance on the equal distributio-n of wealth, because he
felt that the First World War was the result of industrial countries attempting
to protect ma./rkets for an artificial sﬁrplus of goods. Hence, an increase in
productivity without an increase in the labourer's purchasing power was worse
than useless in alleviating human suffering. The crowning injustice of
Malthusianism, in the eyes 6f Ch'en Tu-hsiu, was its special emphasis on
limiting the birth rate of thé poor. To him, it was the increase among the
idle rich which posed a greater problem for society.

In 1931, an author named Feng Ho-fa fnade the Marxist cé,se against
Malthusianism in which he debated the significance of the population figures
that were increasingly becoming available by that time. Feng's appeal also
demonstrated a greater‘ tendency to incorporate nationalist themes with the
traditional Marxist arguments against Malthusianism ‘and population control.

According to Feng, the census figures concerning population density that
were gathered by local officials could not be trusted because of the extensive
corruption in all levels of the bureaucracy. In order to conceal thé embezzle-
ment of tax revenues, government officials, argued Feng, tended to under-
estimate the amount of land under cultivation in reports to higher authorities.
He also pointed out the peasants' own inclination to conceal the actual amount
of land under cultivation for fear of exploitation at the hands of these .sa.rne>

| officials,iuw};i.’i.ch, rex}:ié@l‘;g*ﬁu'htﬁer compounded this problem. According to Feng,
there were great ihcohsistencies. in the figures of various government bureaus
from year to year. °

Feng conceded that surveys of population density in representative areas

which were conducted by private groups and universities tended to be more
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consistent, but he still doubted their accuracy. To him, the areas surveyed
were not truly representative of the entire country, and the researchers
overlooked a variety of factors which influenced the'reliability of their findings.
One such factor, according to Feng, was the lack of popular acceptance of a

7
national standard for the basic unit of land measurement, the Chinese mou .

In the eyes of Feng, such weaknesses in government censuses and private
surveys all contributed to the tendency of population experts to overestimate
the population density on cultivated land.

Feng éls,o challenged the notion that China's population was increasing as
fast as calculated by some population experts at the time. One such expert
was Ch'iao Ch'i-ming, a professor at Nanking University. According to a
survey conducted by Ch'iao, China's population was increasing at a rate of '
1.43 percent a year with a birth rate of 42.2 per thousand and a death rate of
27.9 per thousand. However, Feng claimed that the areas which Ch'iao surveyed
were relatively free of catastrophes, both natural and human. Although he
did not attempt to argue that China's population was decreasing, Feng declared
that the rate of increase calculated by Ch'iao could not possibly be accurate
for the aggregate population.

Oddly enough, Feng seemed oblivious to the arguments of the proponents
of population control, including Malthus himself, that the calamities to which
he referred were directly related to the tendency of population to grow quickly
under ideal conditions. It was as though Feng thought that the inability of a
population to grow in spite of a high birth rate was a phenomenon inconsistent
with Malthusian logic.

Although Feng's logic was not particularly strong on a number of points,
he cited some figures produced by Ch'iao Ch'i-ming which severely weakened
the theory that the extended family as idealized by Confucian tradition was

responsible for the high birth rate and poverty among peasants. Accordi‘ng
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to Feng, Ch'iao's research indicated that the average Chinese family consisted
of 5.7 members. Although this was somewhat higher than in Western countries,
it was well within the range of the nuclear family.- Ch'iao's figures also
showed that the wealthier landlord families tended to be the largest. In Feng's
view, this vindicated the Marxist position that the advocates of population
control and the doctrine of Malthusianism itself merely used the poor as a
scapegoat for the injustices of the social system. Instead of breeding more
poverty by increasing in size, Feng argued that the average poor family was
collapsing in size due to the destruction of the rural economy brought on by
commercial capital and the greater concentration of landlord ownership.
In focusing on what he felt were the real sources of China's problems
which created the phenomenon of l'rela;tive overpopulation', Feng's position
was roughly consistent with that of Ch'en Tu-hsiu. Feng, however, devoted
a great deal more attention to specific examples of peasant exploitation by
landlords and usurers. He viewed imperialism and warlordism as great
burdens for the Chinese peasantry as well. Instead of the opponents of a
corrupt Confucian tradition which sanctioned the extended family, Feng portrayed
the promoters of population control as apologists for the traditional exploitive
social system as well és foreign imperialism. 10
When Feng Ho-fa's critique of Malthusianism is compared with that of Li
Ta-chao fourteen years earlier, the most noticeable change in the Marxist
position was a greater utilization of nationalist sentiments against population
contrgl. One aspect of this was evidenced in the criticism directed at
Malthusianism for its role in de-emphasizing the harmful effects of foreign
imperialism on China. Li Ta-chao had viewed imperialism as an international
force that was detrimental to all nations and did not dwell on its harmful
presence in China in particular. Also, Feng felt that the promotion of population

control obscured the issue of populating China's border regions, an issue of
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great nationalist significance at the time. According to him, the system of
private property as it existed in China not only represented economic exploita-
tion in an extreme form, it also constituted a major barrier to the establishment
of well populated and secure frontiers. H

The incorporation of nationalist themes in the Marxist case against
Malthusianism was entirely consistent with the development of Marxist doctrine
as a whole after Lenin's theory on imperialism. To Marxists around the
world, nationalism in exploited colonidlicountries became a progressive
force that had to be distinguished from the nationalism of industrial countries
which only served to numb the class consciousness of the prolebtariat. Hence,
although the Marxists constituted a distinct source of opposition to population
control, in later years they did not entirely neglect the nationalist resentment
toward Malthusianism in their arguments. In terms of putting the promotion
of population control on the defensive in the eyes of the public, the association
of Malthusianism with the success of imperialism in China played a far more

important role than the issue of class exploitation as envisioned by Marxists.
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V. The Nationalist Response to Malthusianism

The bulk of the debate over Malthusianism as it unfolded in the popular
press took place within the ranks of the nationalist believers in Social Darwinism.
Most of the opponents of Malthusianism objected to popﬁlation control for the
same reasons that Ch'en Ch'ang-heng and others supported it. They perceived
population control to be harmful to China's national interests and survival
in a world ‘of expanding nation-states. In denouncing Malthusianism, their
arguments tended not to be of an academic nature. . Their .opiniox}s were usually
expressed in short articles that appeared in popularly circulated periodicals

such as The Eastern Miscellany. Some of the arguments posed against Malthus'

population theory had already been anticipated in his original essay, and one
is tempted to conclude that many of these authors had only a vague understanding
of Malthusianism without ever having read the original work.

Early in the May Fourth period, Yen Chih—'chung, a graduate of the Medical
Division of the Japanese Imperial University with a background in hereditary
diseases, expressed the view that the size of China's population did not affect
its quality. ! To him, the tendency of a population to:propagate beyond the
number that can be supported by the environment.:was merely a biological
procedure by which the survival of any species is guaranteed. Beyond this
biological observation, Yen Chih-chung did not seem to perceive any social
significance in the tendency of the populatién to outstrip food supplies.j.'Like
Liang Ch'i-ch'ao, he viewed the ability of a race to propagate steadily as
biological proof of its fitness. Like Li Ta-chao, he could not envision any
limit to the capability of technical innéva_.tions to increase food production.

Yen Chih-chung's main concern was the improvement of the quality of the
Chinese people, and this, he felt, could not be achiévéd by a programme of

population control. Probably due to the nature of his academic training, he
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argued that the development of a eugenics policy could best remedy the
qualitative deficiencies of the population. Although Yen Chih-chung did not
detail the»specific measures he desired to see implemented, he felt that the
main thrust of such a policy should be to protect and encourage the good
elements to multiply while decreasing the number of those who constituted
burdens to society by somehow preventing their propagation. The almost
exclusively biological emphasis of Yen Chih-chung's arguments was some-
what untypical of most of the nationalist opposition to population control.
However, his views dramatically illustrated the importance that Social
Darwinism often assumed in the debate over Malthusianism.

Perhaps the most influential opponent to population control was the uncontested
leader of China's nationalist movement, Sun Yat-sen. His personal opposition
to Malthusianism alone created many difficulties for the promoters of population
control who were determined to reconcile their views with the nationalist cause
in the eyes of the Chinese public.

Like Liang Ch'i-ch'ao, Sun could take little solace in the size of China's
vast population while population trends around the world indicated faster rates
of growth in Western countries and Japan. In his lecture on nationalism, Sun
was quite explicit in viewing these population trends as a great threat to China's
future as a nation:

Let us now compare the rates of increase among the populations
around the world. In the last century, America has increased
tenfold, England has increased threefold as has Japan, Russia
(has increased) by four times, Germany by two and a half times,
and France by one fourth. The numerous reasons for these
increases are due to the yearly improvements in scientific
advances, the development of medicine, and the establishment
of health facilities. Hence, deaths have been decreased and
births increased.

What relationship does this kind of speed in the increase of
their populations have with China? When Tomparing their
increase in numbers to China's population, I am quite horror-
stritken! For example, one hundred years ago America's
population was no more than nine million, and now it is over

one hundred million. In another hundred years, at the same
rate of increase, (the U.S.) will have a population of over a
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billion. China often prides herself on having so many people
that it would be difficult for anyone else to annihilate her. '
After the Yilan dynasty seized control of China, not only could
not the Mongolian race annihilate the Chinese, but instead
they were assimilated by the Chinese. ... The Manchu race
also failed to annihilate the Chinese. Instead they were assimilated
by the Han race... . In the past, the reason why the Manchus
could not conquer the Chinese race was because they numbered
only one million and several hundred thousand and were too
few when compared with the Chinese population. So naturally
they were absorbed by the Chinese. Now if the Americans
come to conquer China and after one hundred years there are
only four Chinese to be mixed among ten Americans, then
China will be assimilated by the Americans. .

.+. (F)rom the time of Ch'ien Lung, it has been nearly
two hundred years and (the population of China) is still four
hundred million. (The population of China) was four hundred
million one hundred years age, and, naturally, it will be four
hundred million another hundred years from now.

Sun's ;riews were strikingly similar to those of Liang Ch'i-ch'ao. He
viewed population growth as proof of social progress and held the same So(;iai
Darwinist conception of the modern international order into which China had
been thrust. However, Sun recognized Malthusianism as a doctrine which
justified population control, and he condemned it as such.
| Sun's impressions of population trends in the West were confined to the
increase in aggregate numbers. He made no effort to study the birth rate trends
and even wrongly assumed that the number of births in Western countries was
increasing. Sun was also concerned with the individual cases of Western
countries. Specifically, he was interested in their respective strength vis-a-vis
their neighbours and the relationship of this with population trends. Naturally,
the United States and Germany, two of the fastest growing countries, were
prime examples of ‘this relationship in the eyes of Sun.
He viewed France, on the other hand, as an example of national decadence
resulting from inadequate population-growth:
Although France's pbpulation is certainly:metidecreasing,
the rate of increase is not nearly as great as the other countries.
Moreover, France is an agricultural country that is prosperous
and whose people are affluent and particular about pleasure. A

hundred years ago there was a scholar named Malthus who ...
established the theory that 'the increase in population is
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geometric while the increase in the production of necessities
is arithmetic'. Because the French were so concerned with
pleasure, (this theory) was quite fitting for their mentality.
Thereupon, they welcomed Malthus' theory with great enthusiasm
and advocated that men not assume the responsibility of a
family and that women need not give birth to children. Their
methods of decreasing the population not only included natural
means but also artificial means. A century ago, France's
population was larger than all the other (European) countries.
However, because Malthus' theory was widely welcomed after
being transmitted to France, all the people took measures to
decrease the population. Therefore, the reasons that France
today suffers from having too few people is entirely due to

the poisonous effect of Malthus' theory. ... Now they have
implemented a new government policy to encourage population
growth and preserve their race.

Sun quite clearly connected any form of artificial birth control with an
immoral and selfish individualism which, in France, had run wild at the expense
of national interests. Unlike Chinese liberals, Sun did not view individual
self-interest as a positive force that could enhance a country's national strength.
His views also contrasted quite markedly with those of the advocates of
population control who attempted to link a high birth rate with a lack of moral
commitment to the good of the:snation.

The concern over the lack of population growth in certain European countries
had provided Li Ta-chao with ammunition against Malthusianism as early as
the First World War. By the mid-twenties, a great deal of attention was being
directed to the population race in Europe. The number and nature of the articles
in the popular Chinese press which dealt with this subject suggested that it
must have been very difficult for Chinese to picture their nation outside of
this worldwide struggle to achdéve national strength by means of greater
population growth.

One such article by a writer named Chou Kuang-chao depicted the predica-
ment of modern France in Europe, and to the Chinese readership France's
problems must have strongly resembled China's situation in Asia. According

to Chou, France was once a powerful nation due to a high birth rate and a

population that kept increasing in spite of famines and plagues. France's
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huge proportion of the entire population of Europe was, in his eyes, the main
reason for her domination of that continent at the time of Napoleon. Also,
Chou felt that it was not coincidental that France's birth rate was the highest
in Europe precisely at that period. >
However, since 1886 France's birth rate had been steadily decreasing.
Chou cited figures showing that the number of births in 1922 was 760, 000
compared with over a million in 1880 and that in 1911 deaths exceeded births
by thirty thousand. Hence, Chou believed that France was in danger of becoming
a 'small and insignificant nation'. He felt that the most significant source of
danger for France was the rapid increase in the population of her rival nations,
particularly Germany whose population had tripled in the years between 1846
and 1914. In discussing the population situation in Europe, Choﬁ was pre-
occui:)ied with the effects on the relative military strength of various nations.
He even used drawings of soldiers to ;epresent the sizes of various countries'
population in a diagram.
Although Chou did not deny that the birth rates of all European countries
were declining, he was primarily concerned with explaining why the decline
in France's birth rate was particularly fast. Echoing the sentiments of Sun
Yat-sen, Chou blamed what he imagined to be the excessive individualism
that was running rampant in France. The French people were portrayed as
so concerned with their individual self-interest that even the rich avoided
the responsibility of raising a family so that they would not have to share the
enjoyment of their wealth. According to Chou, the more mountainous farmland
in France was largely populated by foreign immigrants because French peasants
did not want to support more children than needed to take over the family holdings.i
It was no accident that the population situation in France attracted the

attention of many Chinese. 'Many striking parallels existed between the decline

of France as the major power in Europe and the decline of China as the centre
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of Asia., In the past, both countries had based their power on a rich and
extensive .agricultural economy, but became rélatively stagnant in the last
hundred years as their neighbours became industrialized nations with expanding
populations.

In the eyes of many Chinese nationalists, Japan posed the same threat to
China that Germany posed to France. Although China's numerical superiority
over Japan was unquestioned, many nationalists perceived the much higher
rate of increase in Japan's population as an immediate threat to China. In an
article entitled ""Overpopulation in Japan anid their Policy toward China'', the
author, Tang I-kdang, declared that the Japanese looked toward China like a
"fine piece of meat" in considering the need for colonies to absorb their excess
population. ? Later events were to strengthen this conviction among Chinese
opponents of population control.

As the foreign threats to China's border regions increased, migration to.
the unsettled frontiers became a major nationalist issue in the debate over
population control. In 1925, an agricultural expert named P'eng Chia-yuan
emphasized both the potential of the border areas to absorb more people and
their vulnerability to foreign encroachments to argue fhat migration was the
fundamental solution to the poverty in the densely settled portions of China.
According to P'eng, much of China's poverty resulted from ninety-six percent
of the population being concentrated in the eighteen main provinces while only
four percent inhabited two-thirds of China's total area. P'eng argued that
such an unequal distribution of population was unprecedented for any country,
and he attributed it to China's Confucian social customs and the Ch'ing govern-
ment's histoi‘ical neglect of the need to populate the border regions. 1

P'eng was highly critical of those who held that these areas were 'deserts'
unsuitable for agriculture and pointed out fhat one hundred years ago many

people thought that all of western North America was one such vast 'desert’.
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He felt that much of the border territories could either be irrigated or used
for raising . livestock, and that much of land already used for livestock, such
as in Sinkiang, could be cultivated as farmland if Han peasants occupied such -
regions instead of the natives who were exclusively shepherds. Many of these
areas, according to P'eng, had great industrial potential as well. H

P'eng deemed it extremely important that China develop these border. areas
as soon as possible before any foreign power could preempt such efforts.
Russia had already seized the mining rights in OQuter Mongolia, and P'eng
was alarmed that many of the people in Sinkiang used Russian currency as
their medium of exchange. He was also very much concerned with the inroads
that the English were making in Tibet. 12

P'eng quite clearly viewed the development of the border areas as a major
goal that would determine China's national survival and not merely as a means
to solve overpopulation in the heart of China. He also felt that the source of
the problem was a lack of will on the part of the Chinese: 'l am not worried
about the tiger(like) looks of stroné neighbours, overpopulation in the interior,
6r the handicalf;s of livelihood, but am worried about the lack of determination
to salvage these areas. T Although P'eng did not comment on Malthusianism,
his arguments contained an implicit hostility toward population control which
was to be articulated by many other Chinese nationalists. To them, the
promotion of population control was an example of precisely the same lack
of determination é.mong Chinese whatkwas so caustically criticized by P'eng.

In 1927, a writer named Yang Hsiao-ch'un very effectively utilized the
emotional strength of nationalism to express his opposition to population control.
.According to Yang, Malthusianism was only appropriate for a nonprogressive
-society. Echoing the arguments of Ch'en Tu-hsiu, Yang declared that the

population of Europe had more than doubled since the time of Malthus, and

yet no one there claimed that people's lives were more miserable or that some
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sort of birth control programme was necessary. Also like Ch'en Tu-hsiu,

Yang expressed an impatience .with people wh.o would promote population control
before making any attempt to reform society in order to increase pfoduction
and equalize distribution. t However, Yang did not mention private property
as a source of the social evils. that kept people mired in poverty.
To Yang, a large population-was still the ultimate source of national strength.
With a large population, he argued, a country could raise a powerful army,
the people could shoulder a heavy tax burden, and overseas colonies could
more easily be established. After making this case, he further argued that
even if a well-populated ‘country was conquered, there was always the hope of
recovering its independence and its lost territories. Such would not be the
case, Yang felt, if the population were too-sparse. ol
Yang also realized that the quality of a nation's people was important for
national strength, but like Yen Chih-chung he felt that this was not related to
the population question and that measures to improve the quality of the-Chinese
people need not ihclude any population policy. In this respect, Yang's promotion
of the study of eugenics as a means of improving the Chinese population most
clearly demonstratéd the influenpe of Social Darwinism. H
Yang's ability to tailor his appeal to the nationalist sentiments of a popular
readership is worthyy of attention, because in many ways it characterized
the upper hand enjoyed by the natiqné.list opponents of population control in
gaining public support for their position. After introducing the topic; Yang
quoted several foreigners who felt that China was overpopulated. Among
Bertrand Russell and John Dewey, Yang included some less renowned individuals
who, while pointing out the population probplem, demonstrated a cultural
arrogance by painting a less than flattering picture of the Chinese people.

Among these were a Roman Catholic priest who said that China actually needed

a famine to reach a more reasonable ratio of land to population, a Japanese
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scholar who declared that the Chinese had a poor people's mentality, and
another person who commented that the Chinese were a lazy people accustomed
to living on very little. 18 This, no doubt, failed to give the readers a favour-
able disposition toward the Chinese promoters of population control whom he
mentioned next.

Throughout Yang's article the resort to population control was equated
with defeatism. One pi‘oposal that was often put forward by the opponents of
population control was the dévelopment of industry so that China could trade
manufactured goods for agricultural goods whose production was limited by
the amount of arable land. To Yang, the suggestion that industry alone could
not alleviate China's poverty was an admission of inferiority to Europe, and
the promotion of population control was tantamount to writing off the possibility
of China becoming a manufacturing nation. +9 Yang associated population
control with defeatism in the area of national defense as well, and poignantly
criticized the advocates of population control for ignoring the need to resist
foreign imperialism in all its facéts as an important factor in the solution to
China's difficulties. 20 Yang attributed the encroachment upon Chinese territory
by the Soviet Union and Japan to the sparseness of the Chinese population in
the border areas. With the populations of Japan and Russia rapidly growing
and both countries demonstrating a keen interest in China's frontier regions,
Yang argued that population control was diametrically opposed to the interests
of Chinese territorial integrity. 21

In opposing population control, Yang still supported certain kinds of social
reform that he admitted would result in a lower birth rate. Like Ch'en Ch'ang-
heng, Yang supported the nuclear family based on free marriage and opposed
both polygamy and early marriage. However, he presented his proposals for
social reform as direct measures to improve the quality of the Chinese people

22
and strictly viewed their effect on population trends as incidental. To Yang,
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the overt promotion of population control was so distasteful that such a
distinction in motives was important.

In 1931, Fan Shih-jen, another foe of population control, focused on the
sam;z natiénalist fhernes as Yang Hsiao-ch'un. Fan cited a number of reasons
why the statistics on the population of China could not be trusted, | and also
argued that the possible annual rates of population growth that could be deduced
from these figures, .13 percent to . 6 percent, werestill quite low when
compared with the world average of 1.2 percent.23 Fan, of course, viewed
this as a dangerous trend for China's national survival. As for the argument
that China's popﬁlation had already reached a saturation point, Fan pointed
out that Japan, a country with a population density far greater that China's,
was incr-ea.sing at 1.08 percent a year and was consequently threateniné China's
northeasstern provinces. Fan attributed this tg Jagan's enjoyment of political
stability, the absence of which, in his view, broﬁ*ght about the high death rate
'in China. >

According to Fan, the confusion among Scholars as to the total area under

cultivation in China indicated that fhere was great potential for the development
of new agricultural lands, particularly in.the border regions where a greater
population was needed for reasons of national security anyway. He envisioned
'science' as the key to realizing t}vlisA potential which he felt the advocates of
population control ignored. 2>

The most serious charge that Fan leveled against Malthusianism was that
the imperialists used it as an 'amulet' to protect themselves from accepting
responsibility for the harm they brought"to China. Constructing an argument
similar to that of Feng Ho-fa, Fan contended that imperialist encroachments
destroyed the handicraff indﬁstfies, disrupted the égrarian economy, and

contributed to the general political disorder. As a result, large numbers of

people who would otherwise live in the countryside or have productive roles
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in China's '0ld' cities drifted into the 'mew' cities that were created by foreign
impérialisrﬁ. In these cities, Fan argued, they became a lawless and non-
productive burden to the nation as a whole or even became a destructive force
upon joining warlord armies. 26 To further tarnish the image of Malthusianism,
Fan quoted a Wa;‘lord who utilized overpopulation as a crude justification for
the widespread killings that resulted from China's infernal warfare. o

| Unlike most of the opponents of population coﬁtrol, Fan Shih-jen seemed

to acknowledge the distinction between actual population. growth and a high
birth rate. He even echoed T'ao Meng-ho's belief that the combination éf a
high birth rate and a high death rate was the result and not the cause of China's
social backwardness. 28 However, unlike T'ao, Fan did not believe that China
would evéntually depend o‘n achdaving a ‘balance of a low birth rate and a low
death rate once the social system was reformed. Fan believed that China
should strive to ach#éve both a high birth rate and a low death rate. 29 He
deglared that history had amply demonstrated that population does not increase
geometrically, otherwise mankind would have died from hunger long ago.
According to him, Malthus had ignored the more hopeful possibility that
increases in food production were the result of increases in the population

30

and not the other way around.

In 1936, Hsiao Cheng, é contributof to the Eastern Miscellany and several

major Chinese newspapers, became involved in a public debate with Ch'en
Ch'ang-heng and others over the issue of population and agricultural-produc-
tivity. Challenging the i‘elationship that Ch'en Ch’ang—he_ng portrayed between
low living stand?.rds and high population density, Hsiao pointed out that many
sparsely populated countries such as Spain éufferbed greater .degrees of poverty
and backwardness than densely populé,ted countries such as Great Britain. 3

Hsiao's most basic cghj-ection to the promotion of population control,

however, was its seemingly pessimistic nature. In stating the essential points
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of disagreement, Hsiao attempted to recreate Ch'en Ch'ang-heng's arguments
in their most négaﬁve nuance. According to Hsiao, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng believed
that the productive capability of man was limited and that the supply of the
essentials of life had already reached their highest limit. To Hsiao, the
advocation of population control implied a belief that agriculture could not
be reformed and that land utilization had already reacﬁed its most concentrated
form. 32 |

Hsaio was also annoyed that the promoters of population control implicitly
assigned a secondary role to imperialism, foreign economic penetration, and
China's own internal corrruption as causes of the na.tion's social chaos. To
him, this was tantamount to ignoring them altogether. In response to the
argument of many of the Chinese believers in Malthusianism that efforts af
social reform could not succeed without a limit to population growth, Hsiao
ridiculed the notion that population control alone could solve China's difficulties.
If one ignored the importance of soci-a.l and scientific progress in this way, he
argued, then one would have to admit that the human race suffered from over-
population the very moment it came into existence. >

Although Hsiao's faith in the ability of human progress to accommodate an
increasing population mirrored the technological optimism of Li Ta-chao, he
did not utilize it as an appeal for internationalism. Hsiao, no doubt, did not
envision himself a Marxist when he declared that the pessimistic doctrihe of
Malthusianism was a form of materialism which he could not accept. He,
like most of the opponents of population control, was very much preoccupied
with the population question as a nationali'stvissue. Hsiao expressed agree-
ment with a fellow opponent of Malthusianism that the Chinese promoters of
population control implicitly belittled their own race. To Hsiao, the native

inhabitants of Australia, Canada, and New Zealand were pfacticing Ch'en

Ch'ang-heng's population policy as they were gradually heading for extinction
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in the struggle to survive. 35
The distinction between the nationalist opposition to population control
;and that of their Marxist contemporaries was by no means absolute. Both
voiced some of the Sam_e.obje‘ctionsto Malthusianism. Since Lenin's theory
of imperialism in unde;'developed countries had gained popularity among many
of fhe nationalists in colonialA countries around the world including China's
Sun Yat—éen, Marxists could easily harness the nationalist resentment toward
imperialist exploitation to denounce thé validity of Malthusianism as an
‘explanation for Cﬂina's woes. However, class analysis was distinctly absent
in the arguments of the nationalists who were determined to debunk Malthusian< . .
ism. In this respect, it was ironic that among the Marxists Li Ta—rchao stood
apartimost distinctly from the nationélist foes of Malthusianism. Although
Li, like the nationalists, did not focus attention on a class analysis of the
population issue, hé explicitly attacked nationalism based on Social Darwinism
as one of the evils that, in hié eyes, develoﬁéd from the doctrine of Malthus-
ianism. |
The nationalist opponents of population control of the May Fourth period
‘continued to voice the éame apprehensions as Liang Ch'i-ch'ao had earlier.
In addition to their loyalty to £he.national entity, they expressed a belief in
Social Darwinism as the natural force \tﬁét- determined the fate of individual
countries in a world of competing nation-states. Like Liang Ch'i~ch'ao, they
felt that population growth was a barometer of both social progress and the
fitness of the race to survive. In their eyes, population control was as harm-
ful to a nation's interests as unirlater‘al military disarmament. The growing
threats to China's border regions in the late twenties confirmed fears concern-
ing the expanding populationé of other countries. To most nationalists opposed
to Mal_thusianisfn, the populating of the border regioné was not'merely a

solution to overpopulation in the interior. They viewed it as an immediate
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goal vital to China's national security, and any programme of population
control, in their opinion, would retard its realization.

Although both the opponents and proponents of population control agreed
on many specific measures needed to strengthen China, such as educational
and agrarian reforrﬁ, this was overshadowed by the profound disagreement
over the cause and effect relationship of China's various difficulties. Accord-
ing to the enemies of Malthusianism, both Marxist and nationalist, scientific -
and social pi‘ogress would end any need to limit population growth. Because
the suppérters of Malthusianism viewed overlpopula.tion as the basic problem
that was at the root of all Sthers, the foes of population control declared
that their dedication to reforming China was superficial and ingenuiné. Some,
like Yang Hsiao-ch'un, even denounced Malthusianism as a defeatist ideology
of self—doubt.

The individualism that the Chinese liberals -tried to portray as a compli~
mentary ingredient to national strength was rejected by the nationalist opponents
of population control as precisely the opposite. Both Sun Yat-sen and Chou
Kuang-chao cited the French experience in Eufope as an example of individual-
ism's tendency to subvert national interests.  Yang Hsiao-ch'un also declared
that individualism was self-defeating in the end, because the individual depended
on a strong nation to avoid the miseries of foreign domination. 36 Malthusian-
ism's nationalist foes imagined the harmful effects of individualism to be two-
fold. In their eyes, it caused people to avoid raising the children needed to
secure the nation's future in the world, and it encouraged a nation's people to
become morally decadent in their own behaviour as they pursued sexual grat-
ification for its own sake.

Although many May Fourth nationalisfs who desired to reform China into
a progressive nation fouhd Malthusianism's seemingly negative nature a

powerful motive to oppose it, their arguments often fell quite short of refuting
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the logic behind Malthus' essay on population growth. For example, both
Marxists and na.tiohalistsv cited fhe history of actual popﬁlation growth in the
the world as proof that population does not increase geometrically while food
production increases arithmetically. However, Malthus had originally stated
-tha,t population tends to increase georﬁetrically and that such increases are
restricted to unusual circumstances for limited periods of time such as in
North America after the initial period of colonization. According to Malthus,
the failure of actual increases to reach geometric levels for a sustained
period was simply indicative of the natural forces that limited population
growth taking effect. In attacking Malthusianis.m as a doctrine which threatened
to diminish China's population, most of the opponents of population control
never even aqknowledged the distinction between the birth rate and the actual
rate of population increase which was pointed out time and again by people
such as Ch'en Ch'ang-heng in discussin._g‘ the population trends 'in Western
countries.

In their use of statistics, the Chinese fées of Malthusianism selectively
utilized the available figures to suit their arguments. Sometimes their use
of statistics was nothing short of sloppy. Fan Shih-jen, for example, made
the following remark in his article: »

These figures represent the (populatioh) density of farmland,

not all land put together. Naturally, they are higher than the

(population) density calculated for the aggregate amount of

land (in China). But the researchers did not include the

(population) density of the cities. These two factors should

balancé one another.
In another instance, Hsiao Cheng admitted that while arguing that the popula--
tion density of several other countries was much higher than China's, he had
confused square miles with square kilometers. Nonetheless, in Hsiao's
opinion the indefinite potential for progress to bring about produé’cion increas.es

. . . L 38 '
left his basic argument intact despite such an error. To understand the

defensiveness on the part of the supporters of Malthusianism in China in spite
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of such errors on the part of their opposition, it is important to realize that
the self-confident and progressive tone of such arguments more than compen-

sated for their logical inadequacies in the eyes of the nationalist Chinese

public.
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VI. The Attempt to Reconcile Population Control with Nationalism:
Malthusianism on the Defensive in the Late Twenties and Thirties

In the twenties, many of the supporters of population control such as Ch'en
Ch'ang-heng were engaged in an effort to combine their own qualified version
of individualism and liberalism with nationalist goals. Others, like Lo Hung-
shun, denied the involvement of individualism with Malthusianism altogether
and portrayed giving birth to fewer children as a national duty. To them,
having large families was an example of individual selfishness at the expense
of the nation. As demonstrated by the articles authored by the opponents of
population coﬁtrol, both of these positions were becoming harder to maintain
in the face of events which tended to confirm Liang Ch'i-ch'ao's original
appraisal of the significance of population growth. More significantly, the
advocates of population control demonstrated a growing defensiveness as
they made greater efforts to prove that their theories were neither defeatist
‘nor in conflict with China's national interests.

The difficulties of those who defended population control were not confined
to answering the charges of their antagonists. Quite a few of the original
arguments for population control became obsolete as a result of the research
on population trends in China by demographers within the ranks of those who
advocated some form of programme to limit population growth. This was
particularly crippling to the efforts to popularize population control, because
many of these arguments were designed to link attempts to lower the birth
rate with other causes that were popular among the May Fourth generation
of Chinese nationalists.

One such demographic expert was Yale-educated Ch'iao Ch'i-ming.
Ch'iao was determined to lay to rest the n.étion that China's population was

shrinking. Based upon changes between 1924 and 1925 in various areas of



02

four provinces that were surveyed by him, Ch'iao calculated an annual rate
of increase of 1.43 percent. Seven years later in 1935, Ch'iao used a
number of surveys of rural villages throughout China conducted by himself
and several other researchers between 1929 and 1931 to calculate an annual
rate of increase of 1.07 percent for China's agrarian population. 2 However,
Ch'iao viewed the high birth rate and high death rate as more significant than
the actual rate of growth. Like most of the supporters of population control,
Ch'iao believed that they were mutually supportive and that the various
disasters that plagued China were indirect manifestations of the population
problem.

While conducting this research, Ch'iao found early marriages to be a
widespread phenomenon in China, but his studies indicated that the extended
family was not nearly as common in China as many had thought. The average
size of the familieés in most of the areas surveyed was sorﬁewhat greater
than five. Nonetheless, Ch'iao still seemed somewhat reluctant to rule out
the extended family as one of the‘contributing factors to China's high birth
rate. He stated that the size of the average family in China was still larger
than its American counterpart and that smaller Chinese familiés were the
result of only recent trends. Even with these éualifications, however, the
nuclear family was clearly the predominant form of family organization
throughout China, and it was impossible for Ch'iao to portray population
control simply in terms of discouraging the Confucian ideal of the extended
family.

Ch'iao Ch'i-ming also expressed the need to encourage migration into
barren areas, to develop industry, and to reform agriculture. Unlike the
oppénents of population control, he viewed these goals as solutions to the
population problem. Moreover, he characterized them as measures which

dealt only with the'symptoms' of the basic problem, overpopulation, over



63

the short run. The loss of Manchuria to Japan also gave him doubts about
the efficacy of a large-scale colonization policy. The 'basic’ solution, in his
eyes, involved lowering the‘birth rate by prorﬁoting late marriages and birth
control. Like the earlier proponents of population control, Ch'iao felt that
this, more than anything else, would contribute to a better environment for
individual development and result in a population of a higher quality.

In 1937, Ch'iao authored a lengthy book entitled China's Population and

Food Problems in which he discussed in greater detail the potential for a

variety of reforms in agrakian technology and land tenure to increase China's
food output. Ostensibly, Ch'iao seemed to concentrate a great deal more
attention on what the foes of Malthusianism termed 'positive' measures to
increase production than the'passive' measures to control population growth.

Ch'iao carefully calculated the nutritional needs of each province by
determining the minimum number of calories required by various age groups
amo;ng both sexes and the percentage of the aggregate population that they
constituted. He then calculated the total number of calories in all thé major
érops harvested in the various provinces to determine the deficiency or
surplus of food output in each province. According to Ch'iao, only three.
provinces in China enjoyed a surplus in food production, and the country as
a whole produced seven percent less than the minimum amount of calories
required by its population. This meant that China lacked food for roughly
'Ehirty—three million people. To achdéve self-sufficiency, Ch'iao estimated
that China needed to harvest at least seventy percent of her crop pqtential
at a time when sixty-five percent wé.s considered a very remarkable achjeve-

5

ment.

In spite of this, however, Ch'iao believed that China was in easy reach
of self-suffiiciency, which hé viewed as crucial for national survival in the

event of war. In his opinion, many of the nation's economic problems arose
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from the historical tendency of Chinese governments to adopt inappropriate
policies tlov‘va.rd agriculture which lacked effective coordination. 6 As an éxample
of this, he cited governméﬁt price contro‘_ls on fice and other grains in the
cities while allowing foreign imports. Because no cheap rail transportation
existed, Ch'iao argued that there was little economic incentive for peasants
in the interior to produce for the fnarket whén grain could be imported from
North America, which was undergoing an agricultural depression, at a frac-
tion of the cost. And yet, he ﬁoted, the government was spending a great
deal. on building roads for ti‘uéks and autorﬁobiles. Ch'iao also cited examples
of local'go:v'ernments preventing internal free trade and the movement of grain
to other counties in need. v In his eyes, it was pointless for the KMT govern-
ment to attempt to revive morality through the New Life Movement while
neglecting the problems that vexed China's agrarian economy. 8

By giving true encouragerﬁent to the openilng of new territories alone,
Ch'iao believed that China could increase agricultural productivity by ten
percent and achiﬁé;ve Self-sufﬁcigncy. ? Further increases were possible,
according to him, if Chinese peasants more carefully selected the most
appropriate crop for their area, used be_fter seeds and fertilizer, and employed
a modicum of mechanization. 10 Ch'iao also pointed‘ out the waste of 2.1
percent of China's arable land which was used for opium and grave sites. 1
Ch'iao attempted to present some concrete fi.gures on how much of an increase
in production could be expected from implEémenting these rnéasures. In
discussing the use of better seed, for .instance, he cited experiments by
agriculturé.l ekperts which indicated that wet rice production could be increased
thirty-four to forty-six percent and the production of wheat by twenty percent
or more. Ch'iao declared that China was fully capable of achdeving Sun Yat-
sen's goal of a population of eight hundred million if technological improve-

ments were implemented and waste eliminated. Naturally, he felt that much
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of this progress could take place only if the government pursued efforts to
return ownership of farmland to the cultivator and to encourage the formation
of agricultural cooperatives. It was the government's national responsibility,
in Ch'iaq's view, to make capital available to these cooperatives and to
contribute to an economic environment that provided incentives for peasants
to implement these improvements. 12

_Although by 1937 Ch'iao had become a great deal more articulate in out-
lining the 'positive' measures which could increase China's agricultural
production, he did not view the potential for progress as unlimited at a steady
'pace. In the case of fertilizers, for instance, he noted that their extended
use could cause soil acidity and that the greatest increases in yields would
occur upon their initial application. In spite_’ of the relat’ively‘few pages devoted
to population control at the end of the book, Ch'iao still portraﬁred it as the
'fundamental' solution to the food problem in China. Like the early promoters
of Malthusianism in China, Ch'iao declared that a ﬁation's strength was not
related to yearly inci-eases in population. He viewed the quality of a nation's
people as much more crucial, and population control was the means of
achiéving this end. To further defend a policy of population control in terms
of Social Darwinism, Ch'iao, like Ch'en Ch’é.ng—heng, cited Herbert Spencer's
theory on the declining birth rate among higher and more successful orders
of biological species and social groups.

Ch'iao's affirmation of Sun Yat-sen's goal of doubling the Chinese popula-
tion and the relatively little attention he devoted to population control even
though he portrayed it as the fundamental solution to China's difficulties
suggested that he was aware of a nationalist sentiment among the Chinese
public that was hostile to population control. Concomitantly, his concentra-
tion on the 'positive' methods of increasing production while avoiding an open

rejection of Sun's views on population growth was likely designed to present
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an optimistic plan of action that would counteract any negative impressions
~ of his call for population control.

Although a supporter of population control himself, Ch'en Cheng-mo, a
Chicago-educated s‘tud:ent of T'ao Meng-ho who taught at the philosophy depart-
ment of Amoy University, felt compelled to challenge some of the assumpt;ions
of the earlier suppofters of population control. t According to him, various
studies by Chinese and Western socilologists and economists indicated that
in China the relationship between family size and social status was the opposite
of that in Western countries. In applying Herbert Spencer's theory to China,
Ch'en Ch'ang-heng and others simply assumed that the Western pattern was
ubiquitous because of the close relationship that they envisioned between a
low birth rate and individual development. However, Ch'en Cheng-mo noted
that a study by a Westerner‘ named Griffingé, for instance, indicated that
female graduates of Nanking University tended to have more children than
peasant women. According to Ch'en Cheng-mo, academicians in China tended
to have the largest families, followed by business managers and entrepreneurs,
self-employed professionals, and public servants. He also noted that even
overseas Chinese, who were exposed to what Ch'en Ch'ang-heng viewed as
the progressive culture of the West, tended to have very large families. 1>

Hence, contrary to earlier expectations, those successful and productive
members of society who were supposed.to be the product of a reduced birth
rate seemed to be more committed to the Confucian ideal of an extensive
posterity than the ignorant and poverty-striken masses. If Herbert Spencer's
theory that those who used their minds had a lower birth rate Were‘true, Ch'en
Cheng-mo rather facetiously added, then those in China who were supposed
to utilize their intelligence did not actually do so.

In spite of this, Ch'en Cheng-mo still maintained that overpopulation was

the cause of backward production methods and low living standards which
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contributed to the inadequacies of the Chinese people. Westerners, he
‘observed, were more skilied and of a ﬂigher physical calibre than Chinese,
and this, in turn, contributed to the higher living standards of the West. Far
from being concerned about China losing her advantage in numbers, he express-
ed alarm that a mere handful of Japanese soldiers could routinely rout Chinese
troops that were already vastly superior in numbers. To Ch'en Cheng-mo,
it was futile to be concerned about inadequate population growth while the
quality of the Chinese people remained so low. e

In advocating population control, Ch'en Cheng-mo did not single out the
poor for causing China's difficulties.. He also criticized the affluent members
of Chinese society for their wasteful extravagance and did not ignore their
contribution to the population problem. " He ‘also hastened to demonstrate
that he did not take foreign imperialism lightly as a cause of China's woes.
In addition to hurting the economy, Ch'en Cheng-mo declared that imperialism
brought about the large ratio of males to females in China's population.
According to him, | the ratio of male births increased as people shifted to
- foodstuffs of a lower quality. 18 Clearly, Ch'en Cheng-mo did not want his
fellow Chinese to interpret his position on the population question as hostile
toward the poor or as tolerant of imperialism.

In 1932, Weng Wen-hao, an expert in soil science and geography who
later became head of the Social Science Research Centre at the Peking
Research Institute, questioned the optimism of the opponents of Malthusianism
concerning the potential of the border regions to absorb any significant increase
in population. 1? While acknowledging that the bulk of China's population was
located on less than twenty percent of the land, Weng criticized the popular
notion that all land was the same and only required new immigrants to dévelop
it. 20

However, Weng recognized the strategic need to settle China's border
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regioné. He examined the the geographical characteristics o;f the various
areas of China's vast unpopulated territories, and made an appraisal Qf each
area's potential for agricultural development within the scope of existing
technology. From this_, ‘he roughly célculated the number of people that could
be a.bsorbedlin each region.

According to Weng, all of the northwestern regions could only accommo-
date eight million more people because of the scarcity of rainfall, high altitude,
and poor soil. He felt that the areas in rio;th central China that had some .
agricultural potential were merely_isdlated valleys with a very limited capacit.y
to absorb new immigrants. In Weng's opinion, the northeast contained the
" richest farmland of all the frontier regions..l Although the northeéast was long
closed to. settlem‘ent by order of the Manchu rulers, Weng pointed out that
the population there had already increased from fifteen million to thirty million
since the overthrow of the Ch'ing d}-rnasty'. The population ;density there was |
still only eighty persons per square mile, but Weng noted that most of the
immigrants were flowing into certain fertile valleys where the pcpulation
density had already reached three hundred per squavre mile. In his opinion,
the population density of these areas could increase by two‘hundred people
per square mile withcut be‘coming a éerious problem on the scale of what
existed in the old agricultural rcgions of China. Hence, he estimated that
the northeast could é.bsorb twenty million more people. Although many of
the opponents of population control based their hopes for densely populating
the frontier regions on future technological progress, Weng declared that
goals such as moving ninety million Chinese into the northeast were pitifully
unrealistic.

A fewl years earlier, Cornell-educated Tung Shih-chin expressed some '
different reasons why the border regions could not become densely.populated. 22

Like the opponents of populé.tionwcontrol, Tung was optimistic about the
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agricultural potential of the sparsely populated border regions. However,
according to Tung it was important that any new agricultural areas be developed
without allowing the population density to reach the same level as that of the
interior. Tung wanted to see a form of planned agriculture in the border
r‘egions with North American style farms of several thousand mou on which
capifal intensive methods could be utilized. In his view, thei‘e would be no
agricultural surplus from the border regions if virgin territories were
gradually settled by traditional small scalé producers who would only increase
in numbers until their needs passed the capacity of the new lands to produce. 23
Tung did not want to see population growth in the frontier areas preclude the
possibility'of developing a capital intensive form of agriculture which would
enable cultivators to achfé’ve high per capita yields that were already impos-
sible for peasants in China's well settled .regions'. Although optimistic that
China was far from reaching her production potential, Tung believed in the
principle of diminishing returns on land, and, like Ku Meng-yu, realized
that labour intensive methods and capital intensive methods tended to be
mutually exclusive. Hence, he viewed overpoi)ulation as the basic cause
of China's troubles and population control as a requisite for planned economic
24
progress.

Tung also argued that industrial growtfl could not compensate for a lack’
of self-sufficiency in agriculture. He noted that the first industrial powers
were able to trade manufactured goods for farm products on favourable terms
because of the relative scarcity of such commodities in a world that was
overwhelmingly agrarian. However, according to Tung this trade advantage
was progressively diminishing as industry was becoming more widespread
even among agrarian countries. Tung thought that self-sufficiency in food

would eventually become the most important element of a nation's strength

in the not too distant future. He even declared that imperialism was a policy
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of desperation on the-part of the early industrial countries whose populations
had expanded far beyond the bounds of their agricultural production‘. Because
countries with agricultural surpluses were going to 'have an industrial work-
force of their own to support, Tung pictured a bleak future for countries like
Great Britain. With this in mind, he thought it Vfoolish to think that China
could avoid the need for population control by becoming an industrial nation. 2>

As a holder of an M,A., degree from the Univérsity of California and a
member of both the Chinese Sociblogical Society and the Chinese Statistkical '
Society, Yen Hsin-che was another proponent of population cozntrol whose
background matched that of most Chinese liberal intellectuals. In 1934,
he attempted to rebut many of the Marxist and nationalist challenges to
Malthusianism. Although his arguments were often rot'lghly similar to those
of his Chinese colleagues, Yen Hsin-che attempted t‘o disassociate himself
from many of the Western scholars who prorhoted population control as an
appropriate policy for China. |

Yen Hsin-che argued thé,t a comparison of Chinese population density
with that of isolated European countries was meaningless because eighty
percent of China's peopie lived in rural villages while the countries most -
often cited by the opponent‘s of Malthusianism were predominantly industrial
or commercial nations.27 This kind of reasoning must have seemed somewhat
defeatist to the popular readership because he implicitly assumed that China
could not become an industrial nation without explaining why industrial growth
-c-ould not be expected to ameliorate population pfessufre as had Tung Shih-chin.

Citing research by Ch'iao Ch'i-ming and another scholar, Li Ching-han,
Yen Hsin-che acknowledged that the extended family was _nonexistent as a
common phenomenon in rural China. However, like many others Who argued

for population control, he refused to dismiss this despised symbol of China's

Confucian tradition as a cause of the high birth rate. According to him, the
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‘widespread existence of the nuclear family throughout rural China merely
reflected the inability of most households to achieve the economic position
needed to support more than a few. members. In addition, he noted that V
wealthy families tended to be a great deal larger. H'ence, in Yen Hsin-che's
view, "the large extended family remained as an ideal to most Chinese peasants,
and as such it still contributed to the high birth rate. 28

Yen Hsin-che criticized Westerners who, while arguing for population
control, tended to exaggerate the backwardnees of Chinese society. Although
he opposed early marriages as a harmful custom which increaSed the birth
rate and lovs}e’red the _qualitylof the pepulatio_n, he viewed as slanderous the
claims of some Westerners that marriage at the age of twelve or fourteen was
common. He indicated that it was necessary to defend China from foreign
insults in the case of such excessive claims. Although he was probably genuinely
concerned. with the inaccuracies of such claims, Yen Hsin-che, no doﬁbt, also
realized that the tactless arguments for popul_ation control by many Westerners
were offensive to the national pride of the Chinese public and that this hampered
the efforts of Chinese scholars to demohstrate that population control was not
a defeatist admission of inferiority to the West. 29

In 1936, Liu Jan-chang seemed to take the offensive in attacking the
opponents of population control by comparing the policy of pi‘omoting more
births te .develop national strength with the efforts of the legendary foolish
farmer to speed the growth of his seedlings by pulling them up. In making
this case, he repeated the arguments of other supporters of population control
on the rapid cycle of births and deaths and its harmful effects on thequal'ity
of the people. Liu also called for Chinese to realize that birth control and
eugenics were two interdependent measures needed to raise the quality of

30 '

the nation's population. Obviously, Social Darwinism was still a powerful

force in the debate over Malthusianism.
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However, in discounting migration to the border regions as a real solution
to the population problem, Liu's tone became a ‘great deal more defensive.
Although Manchuria could absorb at least twenty million more Chinese, Liu
questioned China's ability to retake this territory from Japan. Population
increases, Liu argued, would eat away at any increases in cultivated land
anyway. Typical of many of the advocates of population control, Liu lamely
denied that he was opp68ed to the settlementréf the border regions or scientific
progress in expressing agreement with Malthus' population theory.

In the early stages of the debate over Malthusianism, the support of
population control by no means entailed approval of artific_ial contraception.
Moreover, some promoters of population control such as Ch'en Ch'ang-heng
even felt it necessary to vehemenfly denounce artificial birth control in order
to allay public apprehension of their views. By the thirties it became increas-
ingly impractical for scholars to call for a national programme of population
control without condoning artificial contyaception. Whilé most of these scholars
simply ceased to condemn artificial birth control, Ch'en Ta, a sociologist:
who graduated from the University of Washington, spelled out the reasons
why any fneaningful efforts to control population growth had to include artificial

) 32
contraception.

Ch'en Ta acknowledged the study of Herbert Lamson and other evidence
which indicated.that the relationship between family size and social status in
China was the opposite of that in the West. To him, there was no doubt that
wealthy Chinese families tended to be larger than poor ones. Although Ch'en
Ta did not deny‘ that there were many social reasons for a low birth rate
among affluent families in the West such as late marriages and greater social
mobility for women, he argued that fhe practice of artificial birth control was
the most basic missing ingredient -which accounted for the opposite pattern

33
in China:
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The birth rate in our country seems to be in a corresponding

ratio with wealth and social prestige. The reason is this: our

society has yet to use birth control methods. Whatever birth

ratio that exists represents the natural high productivity of

-the people. The intellectual classes are relatively prosperous

and have better health standards. Hence, their birth rate is

rather high. 34
As a supporter of populé.tion control, Ch'en Ta, therefore-, advocated the
practice of arvtifici'al birth control as the means necessary to create a better
social environment for individual development and social mobility. >

Since the various works on population control by Ch'en Ch'ang-heng
strei;éked from the time of the May Fourth Inpident through the thirties, an
examination of his later appeals for population control can best illustrate the
areas in which Malthusianism became particularly yulnéra'ble to critical
popular opinion. Also, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng demonstrated a keen awareness
of the need to tailor Malthusianism to the tastes of a nationalist public which
was lacking in some of his cblleagues. This adds to his werks' value as a
‘barometer of popular attitudes toward popp.la.tion control.

One of the most noticeable changes in Ch'en Ch'ang-he‘ng's position was
the acceptance of artificial birth control. As early as 1927, he declared that
selecting an appropriate méans of birth control was the joint résponsibility
of the individual and his or her doctor. 3 This shift in posifion, however,
was due to the unanticipated discovery that the number of extended families -
1n China was insignificant and not to any sudden popularity of artiﬁcial contra-
~ ception.” Ch'en Ch'ang-heng could no longer depict the destruction of the
tyranny of the clan and the establishment of the nuclear family as means of’
population control. His assumptio‘n that a lower birth rate would coincide
with a greater sense of individual incentive, which he attributed fo nuclear
farnilies, was irreparably shattered Wher; demographic research established

that the nuclear family was already the norm throughout China.

In his book, 9_{1 the Population of China, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng did not deal
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at length with the issue of migration to the border regions. In his view, the
settlement of the border regions was dependent on efforts to improve the
bquality of the Chinese people by controlling populati.on growth. However, in
hislater works he devoted a great deal more attention fo the need to populate
the border regions and almost tréated vit as an equal of 'the population issue.
Like many of the opponents of population control, he noted that ninety-three
percent Qf the population lived in the eighteen main provihces and that emigra-
tion to the frontier regions would both ease population pressure in China and
help the nation preserve its terfitorial integrity. 37, After Japan had seized
Manchuria, Ch"en Ch'ang—heng strongly stresseci the need for rousing the
nationalist wmth of all Chinese in order to recover vs;/hat he viewed as the most
promising of China's border regioﬁs. 38 He also listed in detail the spécific
measures that the governmeﬁt could implement in order to‘gi\}e the needed.
support to those willing to pioneer new .regions‘. These included the granting
of governrnént loans apd tax exemptions, and the construction of watef projects
and new schools. |

This change in Ch'en Ch'ang-heng's app.eal was more of emphasis than of
substance. Like Ch'iao Ch',iv—rning, he still believed that population control
4was the fundamental solution to China's difficulties. He expressed some
skepticism that any large scale emigration was possible and cited the study
of Weng Wen-hao to argue that the development of China's frontiers could
only slightly improve China's population predicament. 39 More significantly,
in spite of the fact that Ch'en Ch'ang-heng, himself, had mentioned the uneven
distribution of China's populé.tibn in arguing for emigration to the frontier
regions, he chided the opponents of population control for treating the concen-
tration of people in the most fertile areas of China as though it were a coinc,i-l
dén@eor the result of some oversigh_t on the part of the governmeht. 40 As

foreign encroachments increasingly became a paramount issue of national
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significance, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng probably had felt it necessary explicitly to
prérﬁote the deyelopment of the frontier regions in order to discourage any
poéular notion that the support of population control-irnplied capitulation to
foreign.é,ggression.

However, it was Ch'en Ch'ang-heng's nervous attempts to reconcile his
views with Sun Yat-sen's posibtion on population growth that most clearly illus-
trated the difficulty ‘involved in proving that thei‘e was no fundamé_ntal contra-

.diction between population contr;)‘l and Chinese nationalism. In 1932, seven
years after Sun's death, .Ch'en Ch'é,ng—hené claimed that Sun's fear of displace-
ment by the gr.owing populations of ‘foreign co'untriels only applied to the remote
future. According to him, the f01:eign encroachments ,at"héut’. plagued China at -
the time were not the result of popﬁlafion pressures in the imperialist nations.
Rather, he Qiewed them aé 'attempts to establish hegemony for its own sake. 4l

Obviously, he wanted to disclredit the belief that China was losing its territories

becé,use its population was not growing as fast as other nations' without openly
rejecting Sun's views. He also exfensively quoted'Sﬁn on the need. to de{/elop
the quality of the Chinese péople in order to increase national strvength, and
inéorporated this with his own proposals for population control. As in. his
early works, Ch'en Ch'ang-heng portrayed population control as the funda-
mental means of achieving the goal of a more enlightened and healthier Chine‘se

people. 42

Although he referred to the projected growth of various nations over a
period of one hundred years, ‘Sun Yat-sen nevef implied that the threat posed

" by théir expanding population was not of immediate significance. In his article

attécking population control, Faﬁ Shih-jen had a comparatively easy task in
demonstrating that Sun was indeed concerned about the lack of populatiori
grthh in China and its immediate implications. 43 Ch'en Ch'ang-heng's

efforts to reinterpret Sun's words were performed out of desperation and
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could not have been very successful.

The research indicating that professional and middle class families tended
to have more children than peasant families also discredited T'ao Mené-—ho's
theory that social reform and rising living standards alone were capable of
decreasing the birth rate. As a résult, T'ao expressed agreement with John
Maynax_'d Keynes that Malthﬁs had revealed a dangerous demon to the day.— |
dreamers of the scientific revolution i the eighteenth century. . To T'ao,
overpopulation was no longer the manifestation bof a more fundamental ailment,
but a serious problem in its own right.

T'ao, unlike most of his colleagues, portrayed population growth as an
international problem. He felt that the velocity of scientific progress and the
development of new lands which characterized the industrial revolution was
a unique iahenomenon that could not continue indefinitely. In the same manner,
he argued that the rapid growth of the world's population was also subject to
to the inevitable limitation éf land. According to T'ao, most of the earth's
surface wés unsuitable for agriculture and most of the world's population
was confined to the few area'slwhere adverse conditions did not prevail. T'ao
>felt that the population density of any individual nation-state. 3&/;3 of no signifi-
cance in estimating the agricultural potential of another country. Responding
to those who compared the population density of England or Holland with that
of China, T'ao stated that Europe as a whole, with its 175, 000, 000 people,
was é, more meaningful object of comparison.

In spite of his concern over the world populatidn‘ situation, T'ao Meng-ho
was still reticent about thve.need fér a programfne of popﬁlation control in
China. T'ao noted that the 'white nations' were responding to ti1e future threat
of a population crisis by seizing as colonies all the territories of the world

that were not yet densely populated. He also underscored Japan's population's

direct threat to China by whetarically ais‘king, "Aside from t:fading manufactured
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goods for food, has not Japan, who has already expressed concern over over-
populatlon, also used other methods and looked toward other places to develop
 the new farmland she needs ?" Hence, T'ao sensed the same kind of inter-
national struggle over the world's resources as envisioned by Liang Ch'i-ch'ao
and Sun Yat-sen. He fouﬁd it difficult to call for population control in China
while the nation was losing its territories to other nations bent on solving
their population problems by means of agression. in making a very gravé
assessment of the population problem, T'ao seemed uncertain that any reél
solution existed. His dilemma demonstrated how nationalist coﬁsiderations
based on Social Darwinilsm created difficu.lties‘ for even a believer in Malthus-
vianism to call for population control.

In 1930, four years after his article appeared in The Eastern Miscellany, -

Hsii Shih-lien authored a fairly 1engthy book dealing with the population situa-
tion in China. Strangelyenough, Hsl began to devote more attention td the
role of the extended family as a cause of China's high birth rate ata time
when his ‘colleagues were discovering that the nuclear family was already
the norm. Hsu attempted to contrast the .tradi’tionrail tyranny of the clan with
the freedoms of a liberal society in which each individual had the 'sacred
right' of choice concerning parenthood. + Naturally, this argument was
already becoming obsolete.
| Hsl was primarily cdn’cernéd with atfracting a nationalist following for
population contfoli In attempting to do so, Hsl frankly adm1tted that Chmese
nationalism and support of population control seemed to constltute two mutually
exclusive sentiments: |

As far as the Chinesé population problem is concerned, two

general views prevail. The first promotes increasing the

Chinese population in order to resist the encroachments of

strong population pressures (abroad). The second promotes

birth control as a fundamental solution to the various social

and economic maladies that occur as the result of population
pressures within the country.



78

Hsi even referred to the two groups which held these views as the 'school of
overpopulationism' and the 'school of nationalism'. However, Hsl also argued:
Although the nationalists' and Malthusians' positions

appear to conflict on the surface, they actually correspond in

substance. ... In order to resist foreign dangers some Chinese

fear that they will not be able to overcome (the) large numbers

(of foreigners), and consequently must encourage population

increases. But if all things (population increases and produc-

tion increases) do not correspond, a large population will be

of no use; the many will not be capable of resisting the few.

The nationalists emphasize collective strength while Malthus-

ians emphasize individual value. But if individual value is

low, then collective strength is insufficient. Conversely, if

collective strength is incomplete, then the individual cannot

exist. Therefore, in order to plan for social construction,

the theories of the two schools must be harmoniously blended

and grasped ththeroughly. 49
Ch'en Ch'ang-heng and other Chinese liberals had expressed this argument
many times before, and there is no reason to believe that Hsti was any more
convincing. In fact, Hsii's candid admission that population control seemed
injurious to the cause of Chinese nationalism in the eyes of the public was
proof that this kind of argument had already failed to take hold.

Responding to the fears of the 'nationalist school', Hsi argued that, with
the exception of France, the greatest increases in the population of the white
race coincided with a decline in the birth rate. Still, he noted, many nine-
teenth century .scholars such as Lathrop Stoddard had unfounded fears that
the white race was headed for extinction because of Malthusianism. Accord-
ing to Hsil, Stoddard instinctively feared that a lower birth rate entailed a
decrease in the white population which was indanger of being displaced by
the ever expanding 'coloured' races. _‘ Because Stoddard's fears were so
remarkably similar to those of Sun Yat-sen, Hsl probably intended these

‘ 50
observations to be a veiled criticism of Sun's views on population growth.
Hsil acknowledged that China would eventually have to limit the aggregate

growth of its population as well as lower the birth rate. However, Hsii attempfed

to remove the defeatist connotations of such a proposal by portraying overpop-
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ulation as an international problem. According to this view, it was a matter
of enlightened self-interest for each nation to participate in multilateral efforts
to reduce population growth:

After comparing toiday's population with the surface area of the
earth, many of the world's famous economic experts claim that
the phenomenon of overpopulation already exists. This over-
population is the cause of the world's political and social disorder.
However, what is more frightening is that although all the
nations know about the overpopulation crisis, they constantly
encourage increases in the rate of population growth in order
to seek victory in the final war. If no method is developed

(to combat overpopulation), world wars will never cease and
mankind and its civilization will sink into total disintegration.
For the sake of saving mankind and civilization from self-
destruction, every country must cooperate to solve the world
population problem. To solve this problem, birth control must
be utilized. ‘ '

Hsl even declared that China should not commit itself to limiting population
~ growth if it became clear that such efforts were merely unilateral:
.(T)he population problem is a world problem and has a direct

relationship - with world peace. If the Chinese (population) prob-

lem is solved and the other countries still suffer from overpop- .

ulation, they will promote imperialism... to encroach upon

China and sacrifice our labour and agricultural wealth while

seeking sources of food for their own people. (Under these

circumstances) China would be forced to encourage births and

population increases in order to prevent the destruction of the

nation and the annihilation of the race just as Sun Yat-sen

stated. 22

Unwittingly or not, Hsli virtually underirnined his appeal for limiting popula-
tion growth by arguing that China's efforts should be part of an international
programme. Based on the events of the time, the Chinese public had no
reason to believe that other nations were ready for any multilateral efforts
to achieve world peace.
The way in which the Chinese believers in Malthusianism and Neo-Malthus-

lanism responded .to the charges of their opponents grew more defensive as
support for population control increasingly became grounds for challenging

a scholar's dedication to the nationalist cause. They seemed compelled

consistently to argue that population control of any sort would not lead to
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decreases in the aggregate population. Judging from this, the public's attach-
ment to a large population as a source of national strength could not be dimin-
ished. Also, the number of times this argument was repeated suggested that
the Chinese public was not convinced.

In later years, the promoters of population control also made greater
efforts to demonstrate their-support for populating the border regions and
attempted to reconcile this with their proposals fo;r population control. As
in the case of Ch'en Ch'ang-heng, these attemptss often seemed half-hearted
and dacked the genuine sense of conviction that the opponents of Malthusian=
ism conveyed in promoting migration to the frontier regions. The superficial
logic that migration would occur faster under pressure-:‘gfa;ve'rf’tl:‘hé\ro}'pb’é’ne_r‘its of
population control more assertiveness in their arguments.

Many of the difficulties that plagued the advocates of population control
who tried to link their cause with Chinese nationalism resulted from their
own research. Detailed studies indicated that the traditional extended family,
if it ever was common in the first place, no longer existed to any significant
extent. Thus, Chinese libera;ls who supported populatiqn control could no
longer use China's jaded Confucian tradition as a straw man for their own
vision of a liberal society in which greater individual responsibility would
result in a lower birth rate. If anything, their research tended to vindicate
the Marxists who held that the rich posed more problems for the nation than

the poor.
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VII. Conclusion

Because nationalism and Soc%.al Darwinism were so intimately involved in
the Chinese debate over the populatibn question after the turn of the century,
the theories of earlier Chinése intellectuals on population growth received
little attention. According to a Chinese writer named Chang Yin-lin, Hung
Liang-chi, a Chinese contemporary of Malthus, was never mentioned by v
Liang Ch'i;ch'ao even though his observations on population growth were
remarkably simiiar to those of thve eighteenth century clergyman. Chang
treated Hung Liang-chi‘s writings as though they were a significant discovery,
and found it charécteristic of the difference between Chinese and Western
civilization that Malthus' theory had such an impact on Western political and
economic thought while Hung reméined virtually unknown to later Chinese
thinkers. Indeed, Ch_ang's own interest in Hung's writings was primarily
motivated by their similarity to Malthus' works on population growth.

When the discussion over Malthusianism began in earnest dufing the May
Fourth period, C‘hinese writers initialiy responded to the arguments of various
Westerners before they began debating among themselves. Howe\}er, a figure
from China's past who was quoted timé and again by the advocates of popula~
tion control vlv“a.s Han Fei, the Legalist from the ancient sfate of Ch'in. Han
Fei's observation that a state with a people of low calibre is no betfer than
a sté,te ‘without people seemed to express the sentiments of many of the
Chinese who advocated population control. 2 To them, the struggle of the
Warring States Period probably contained many.parallels to thelmode_rn world
of competing nation-states in which China was fighting for survival.

In the course of the debate over the population,issue;dthe a,'dv,ocat'e‘s of '
population control were never able to dispell the unpr'ogréssive image that

many Chinese attached to Malthusianism. The theme of progress was com-
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mon to both the Marxist and nationalist opposition to population control. The
issue of progress had very strong nationalist implications because many
Chinese felt that Malthusianism was a doctrine that foreign intellectuals
selectively applied to China as a nation incapable of achieving the same kind

of social progress that characterized Western civilization. Hence, many
Chinese perceived in Malthusianism and population control an admission of
China's inferiority in particular as well as a pessimistic outlook toward the
human potential for progress in general. Yang Hsiao-ch'lin's appeal demon-
strated how easily the tactless promotion of population control in China by

a few foreigners could be used to make things difficult for the Chinese advo-
cates of Malthusianism. The Marxist opposition also tapped some of this
nationalist hostility to population control. Although the early Chinese Marxists
expressly rejected the theory of Social Darwinism, the portrayal of Malthus-
ianism as a smokescreen for the exploitation of the imperialist powers had

a strong nationalist appeal which even non-Marxists utilized. Hence, to achieve an
understanding of the Chinese Communist opposition to Malthusianism, one
must not view the Marxist opposition to population control as entirely distinct
from its nationalist counterpart.

In terms of logic alone, many of the arguments favouring population
control were quite forceful and were never satisfactorily refuted by the
opposition. However, using the metaphor of a formal debate, the promoters
of population control were in the unenviable position of scoring debating points
while, at the same time, losing the sympathy of their audience.

The debate over population control in China occurred at a time of growing
national awareness and provides a useful model for understanding the third
world resentment toward population control, particularly when promoted by
major world powers. The continuing opposition to formal programmes of

population control in the Peoples Republic of China today in spite of the wide-
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spread practice of birth control for ideologically acceptable reasons only

underscores the nature of this resentment toward Malthusianism.



86
Notes to Chapter VII

1. Chang Yin-lin, "Hung Liang-chi chi ch'i jen-k'ou lun' (Hung Liang-chi and
his population theory), Tung-fang tsa-chih, vol. 23, no. 2 (January 25, 1926),
pp. 69-73. ) .

2. An example of this appears in Ch'en Ch'ang-heng, Chung-kuo jen-k'ou lun,
p. 75. ;
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