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ABSTRACT 

T h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n examines n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an 

f i c t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o the c u l t u r a l c o n t e x t f r om w h i c h i t emerged. 

The f i r s t t h r e e c h a p t e r s p r e s e n t t he d i f f i c u l t i e s ^ w h i c h u n d e r ­

m ined t he deve l opment o f the n o v e l i n a c o n s e r v a t i v e c o l o n i a l 

community . C h a p t e r I s u r v e y s t h e l i t e r a r y n a t i o n a l i s t s who 

c a l l e d f o r t he e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a d i s t i n c t i v e Canad ian l i t e r a t u r e 

and d e p l o r e d t h e apa thy o f t he Canad i an p u b l i c ; c h a p t e r I I d o c u ­

ments V i c t o r i a n Canada ' s s u s p i c i o n o f t he n o v e l as a v a l i d l i t e r a r y 

f o r m ; c h a p t e r I I I l o o k s a t t he p r o b l e m o f f i n d i n g v a l i d m a t e r i a l 

f o r f i c t i o n i n a r e c e n t l y s e t t l e d l a n d w h i c h a p p e a r e d t o l a c k t he 

h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t u r a l a s s o c i a t i o n s presumed n e c e s s a r y f o r 

l i t e r a t u r e . 

The f o u r t h and f i f t h c h a p t e r s p r o v i d e the c r i t i c a l f o c u s o f 1 

t h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n by a n a l y z i n g n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an d i s ­

c u s s i o n s o f t he t h e o r y o f the n o v e l . S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan, 

p o s t - C o n f e d e r a t i o n C a n a d a ' s most r a d i c a l l i t e r a r y c r i t i c , a r gued 

c o n s i s t e n t l y t h a t t h e r o m a n t i c n o v e l was o b s o l e t e . D e s p i t e 

Duncan ' s v i g o r o u s p r o m o t i o n o f H o w e l l s i a n r e a l i s m , most Canad i an s 

r e m a i n e d f a i t h f u l t o the s t a n d a r d o f S i r W a l t e r S c o t t , and r e a d 
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and w r o t e r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n c o n f o r m i n g t o the mora l and a e s t h e t i c 

p r i n c i p l e s o u t l i n e d by G o l d w i n Sm i t h i n h i s 1871 add re s s on 

"The Lamps o f F i c t i o n . " The o p p o s i t i o n between Duncan ' s r e a l i s m 

and S m i t h ' s r o m a n t i c i s m p r o v i d e s an i n d i g e n o u s c r i t i c a l f r a m e ­

work i n w h i c h t o e v a l u a t e t h e work o f n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an 

n o v e l i s t s . 

The l a s t f o u r c h a p t e r s examine the e f f o r t s o f Canad ian w r i t e r s 

t o f i t Canad ian m a t e r i a l s t o t he forms and c o n v e n t i o n s o f p o p u l a r 

romance. C h a p t e r VI shows how John R i c h a r d s o n ' s s e a r c h f o r 

e - x c i t i n g Canad i an s u b j e c t s s u i t a b l e f o r the romance o f h i g h a d ­

v e n t u r e was r e p e a t e d by o t h e r w r i t e r s t h r o u g h o u t the c e n t u r y . 

C h a p t e r VI I d i s c u s s e s V i c t o r i a n C a n a d a ' s t a s t e f o r h i s t o r i c a l 

romance as p a r t o f a movement t o d i s c o v e r and r e c o v e r Canad ian 

h i s t o r y , and a n a l y z e s An A l g o n q u i n Ma iden (1887) by G. M. Adam 

and E. A. W e t h e r a l d as a d e l i b e r a t e e f f o r t ' t o p r e s c r i b e h i s t o r i c a l 

romance as t h e p r o p e r mode f o r Canad ian f i c t i o n . Most n o v e l i s t s 

i n t e r e s t e d i n h i s t o r y abandoned E n g l i s h Canada f o r A c a d i a and 

Quebec, however , and t h e i r work i s t h e s u b j e c t o f C h a p t e r V I I I . 

W i l l i a m K i r b y ' s The Go lden Dog (1877) p r o v i d e d a p r o t o t y p e f o r 

h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n abou t Quebec; t he work o f Susan F r a n c e s 

H a r r i s o n and Duncan Campbe l l S c o t t e p i t o m i z e s t h e i m a g i n a t i v e 

i m p o r t a n c e F r e n c h Canada h e l d f o r E n g l i s h Canada. Even when 

n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y w r i t e r s t u r n e d t o e v e r y d a y e x p e r i e n c e t h e i r 

t r e a t m e n t o f o r d i n a r y l i f e was t i n g e d by t h e i r t a s t e f o r romance 
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and d i d a c t i c i s m , as C h a p t e r IX shows. W i t h a few e x c e p t i o n s , 

Canad ian w r i t e r s r e f r a i n e d f r o m r e a l i s m u n t i l many y e a r s a f t e r 

t he r o u t e t o modern i sm was i n d i c a t e d by Duncan Campbe l l S c o t t ' s 

s t o r i e s o f the N o r t h and S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan ' s n o v e l , The 

I m p e r i a l i s t ( 1 9 0 4 ) . 
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INTRODUCTION 

N i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an f i c t i o n i s t he p r o d u c t o f a 

p a r t i c u l a r c u l t u r a l community a t a p a r t i c u l a r t i m e i n h i s t o r y . 

Most Canad ian n o v e l s w r i t t e n b e f o r e t he F i r s t W o r l d War e x c i t e 

l i t t l e i n t e r e s t as works o f a r t . As documents i n l i t e r a r y and 

c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y , however , t h e y p r e s e n t a f a s c i n a t i n g p o r t r a i t 

o f a c o l o n i a l s o c i e t y , r e f l e c t i n g the a s p i r a t i o n s , p r e c o n c e p t i o n s 

and l i m i t a t i o n s o f an e m e r g i n g n a t i o n s t r u g g l i n g towards s e l f -

d e f i n i t i o n and s e e k i n g i t s i d e n t i t y i n p a r t t h r ough i t s l i t e r a t u r e . 

R a t h e r t han pass ea sy judgment on t he o b v i o u s s h o r t c o m i n g s o f 

most o f t he s t o r i e s and n o v e l s w r i t t e n i n V i c t o r i a n Canada , t he 

t a s k o f t he i n v e s t i g a t i v e c r i t i c i s t o d i s c o v e r and d e f i n e the 

c u l t u r a l c o n t e x t w h i c h e n c o u r a g e d the g rowth o f a r t i f i c i a l i t y , 

d i d a c t i c i s m and p o p u l a r r o m a n t i c i s m . In 1965, Gordon Roper r e ­

marked t h a t n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an f i c t i o n had s u f f e r e d 

b l a n k e t d i s p a r a g e m e n t because " h i s t o r i a n s o f Canad ian l i t e r a t u r e , 

j u d g i n g by l i t e r a r y s t a n d a r d s c u r r e n t i n m i d - t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y 

depa r tmen t s o f E n g l i s h , have d i s m i s s e d a l l b u t one o r two books 

as l e s s than f i r s t r a t e . " T h i s d i s m i s s a l has meant t h a t p o p u l a r 
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Canad ian l i t e r a t u r e has n o t r e c e i v e d t he c r i t i c a l a t t e n t i o n w h i c h 

has been a c c o r d e d t o t h e l e s s than f i r s t - r a t e l i t e r a t u r e o f E n g l a n d 

and t he U n i t e d S t a t e s . S t u d y i n g the n e g l e c t e d f i e l d o f n i n e t e e n t h -

c e n t u r y Canad i an f i c t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o i t s c u l t u r a l m i l i e u w i l l , 

i n R o p e r ' s w o r d s , " p r e s e n t i n f o r m a t i o n and p e r s p e c t i v e s w h i c h may 

h e l p us r e c o v e r o u r l o s t k n o w l e d g e o f t h a t f i c t i o n and o f t he Canada 

i n w h i c h i t was w r i t t e n . " ^ 

R e c o v e r i n g l o s t knowledge a b o u t V i c t o r i a n Canada ' s l i t e r a r y 

a t t i t u d e s i n v o l v e s t he r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a s e t o f s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 

a s s umpt i on s w h i c h t o d a y appea r l i m i t e d and unsound. N i n e t e e n t h -

c e n t u r y Canad i an n o v e l i s t s s h a r e d t h e i r c o m m u n i t y ' s s i n c e r e b e l i e f 

t h a t t h e p r o p e r model f o r f i c t i o n was S i r W a l t e r S c o t t . In 

S c o t t ' s wo rk , t hey f o u n d the m o r a l i t y , d i d a c t i c i s m , i d e a l i s m and 

romance w h i c h , t hey b e l i e v e d , s h o u l d c h a r a c t e r i z e the l i t e r a r y 

i d e n t i t y t h a t was b e i n g f o r g e d f o r Canada. C o n s e r v a t i v e and 

n a t i o n a l i s t i c , Canad ian w r i t e r s and c r i t i c s r e v e r e d what t hey c o n ­

s i d e r e d t o be t he b e s t l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n s o f t he O l d W o r l d . 

In t r u e c o l o n i a l f a s h i o n t h e y t r i e d t o t r a n s p l a n t i n the New 

W o r l d t he forms, c h a r a c t e r s and mora l q u a l i t i e s o f p o p u l a r r o m a n t i c 

f i c t i o n w h i c h d e r i v e d f r o m t h e n o v e l s o f W a l t e r S c o t t . 

The b e s t s o u r c e o f i n f o r m a t i o n about n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

Canada ' s l i t e r a r y o p i n i o n s i s t h e h o s t o f l i t e r a r y and c u l t u r a l 

p e r i o d i c a l s w h i c h a p p e a r e d s p o r a d i c a l l y and d i e d p r e m a t u r e l y 

t h r ough most o f t h e c e n t u r y . In t h e i r o c c a s i o n a l p i e c e s o f 
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l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m and t h e i r book r e v i e w c o l u m n s , t h e s e p e r i o d ­

i c a l s r e v e a l t h a t many V i c t o r i a n Canad ian s c o n s i d e r e d t he n o v e l 

a m i n o r and o f t e n r e g r e t t a b l e gen re . To be a c c e p t e d as a v a l i d 

p i e c e o f l i t e r a t u r e i n t h e i r e y e s , a n o v e l had t o be e d i f y i n g , 

i n f o r m a t i v e and p r e s e n t no c h a l l e n g e t o t he s t a t u s quo . In 

a d d i t i o n , many commentators q u e s t i o n e d w h e t h e r Canada, " t h e 
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y o u n g e s t bo rn o f n a t i o n s , " c o u l d p o s s i b l y f u r n i s h the h i s t o r i c a l 

and m y t h i c a l r e s onance s n e c e s s a r y f o r a n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e . 

D i s c u s s i o n s o f t h e v a l i d i t y o f f i c t i o n as a l i t e r a r y genre and 

t h e v a l i d i t y o f Canada as a l o c a t i o n f o r f i c t i o n i l l u m i n a t e the 

d i f f i c u l t i e s u n d e r l y i n g t he e f f o r t s o f n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y w r i t e r s 

t o p roduce a d i s t i n c t i v e Canad ian l i t e r a t u r e . 

N i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p e r i o d i c a l s t h e m s e l v e s p r e s e n t a number 

o f p r o b l e m s . A t p r e s e n t t h e r e e x i s t s no c o m p l e t e b i b l i o g r a p h y 

o f l i t e r a r y and c u l t u r a l p e r i o d i c a l s p r o d u c e d i n Canada d u r i n g 

the l a s t c e n t u r y . I n f o r m a t i o n abou t t h e i r e d i t o r s and t h e i r 

f r e q u e n t l y anonymous c o n t r i b u t o r s i s s p a r s e . To d a t e , the 

c o n t e n t s o f o n l y two p e r i o d i c a l s , t h e L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d ( M o n t r e a l , 

1838-51) and t he Canad ian M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l Rev iew ( T o r o n t o , 

1872 -78 ; c o n t i n u e d as Ro se -Be l f o r d ' s Canad ian M o n t h l y , 1878 -

82) have been i n d e x e d . To a i d my r e a d e r s , I have appended t o 

t h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n an a n n o t a t e d b i b l i o g r a p h y o f p e r i o d i c a l s c o n s u l t e d 

d u r i n g my r e s e a r c h o r r e f e r r e d t o i n my t e x t . Of t h e s e , t h e 

most i n f l u e n t i a l i n s h a p i n g Canad ian l i t e r a r y t a s t e were t h e 

L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d , t he Canad ian M o n t h l y , and The Week ( T o r o n t o , 
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1 883 - 96 ) . The s m a l l ephemera l magaz ines p u b l i s h e d i n m a j o r and 

m i n o r c e n t r e s i n C e n t r a l Canada and t he M a r i t i m e s a r e e q u a l l y 

i m p o r t a n t , howeve r , f o r t h e y r e v e a l t he c o h e s i v e n e s s o f the 

Canad ian c u l t u r a l community t h r o u g h o u t t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

W h i l e t h e s e p e r i o d i c a l s v a r y g r e a t l y i n s t y l e and c o n t e n t , f r om 

the e r u d i t e e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y tone o f the A c a d i a n Magaz ine 

( H a l i f a x , 1 8 2 6 - 2 8 ) , t o the c o n d e s c e n d i n g mora l i s m o f c h i l d r e n ' s 

p e r i o d i c a l s l i k e t h e Map le L e a f ( M o n t r e a l , 1 8 5 2 - 5 4 ) , t o t he p o p u l a r 

o r i e n t a t i o n o f t he Canad i an Magaz ine ( T o r o n t o , 1 893 - 1939 ) , t h e i r 

a t t i t u d e s towards t h e deve l opment o f a n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e and 

towards the n o v e l as a l i t e r a r y v e n t u r e r e m a i n e d g e n e r a l l y c o n ­

s i s t e n t . T h i s c o n s i s t e n c y was bo th t empo ra l and g e o g r a p h i c a l . 

S i m i l a r l y c o n s e r v a t i v e v i ews about the a c c e p t a b l e f o r m and f u n c t i o n 

o f t he n o v e l appea red i n magaz ines p u b l i s h e d i n H a l i f a x , S t . J o h n , 

M o n t r e a l , Quebec and T o r o n t o . A l t h o u g h t h e s e commun i t i e s d i f f e r e d 

i n t h e i r s o c i a l and h i s t o r i c a l makeup, t h e i r c u l t u r a l l e a d e r s 

s h a r e d common l i t e r a r y o p i n i o n s . Such u n i f o r m i t y i s h a r d l y 

s u r p r i s i n g , i n v i e w o f the s m a l l n e s s o f the Canad i an c u l t u r a l 

community as a w h o l e , and t h e t e n d e n c y o f i t s e d i t o r s and w r i t e r s 

t o s h i f t f r o m p e r i o d i c a l t o p e r i o d i c a l . 

T h i s movement began e a r l y i n the c e n t u r y when D a v i d C h i s h o l m e , 

f o u n d i n g e d i t o r o f the Canad i an Magaz ine and L i t e r a r y R e p o s i t o r y 

( M o n t r e a l , 1823-25) l e f t t h a t magaz ine t o s t a r t a r i v a l p u b l i c a t i o n , 

t n e Canad ian Rev iew and L i t e r a r y and H i s t o r i c a l J o u r n a l ( M o n t r e a l , 

1 824 - 26 ) . Susanna Moodie and C a t h a r i n e P a r r T r a i l l s p r e a d t h e i r 
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g e n t e e l l i t e r a r y t a s t e a c r o s s t he Canadas by c o n t r i b u t i n g 

p o l i t e s t o r i e s and s k e t c h e s n o t j u s t t o the L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d , 

b u t a l s o t o t h e Canad i an L i t e r a r y Magaz ine ( Y o r k , 1 833 ) , the 

M o o d i e s ' V i c t o r i a Magaz ine ( B e l l e v i l l e , 1 8 4 7 - 4 8 ) , t he A n g l o - 

Ame r i c an Magaz ine ( T o r o n t o , 1 8 5 2 - 5 5 ) , t he Maple L e a f ( M o n t r e a l , 

1852-54) and t he B r i t i s h Ame r i c an Magaz ine ( T o r o n t o , 1 863 - 64 ) . 

A f t e r the demise o f t he L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d , one o f i t s b e s t w r i t e r s , 

Rosanna L e p r o h o n , p u b l i s h e d s t o r i e s i n t he Canad ian I l l u s t r a t e d  

News ( M o n t r e a l , 1869-83) and t he Canad i an M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l  

Rev iew ( T o r o n t o ) . 

A f t e r C o n f e d e r a t i o n , t h e i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h i n t h i s 

community became e s p e c i a l l y n o t i c e a b l e . John George B o u r i n o t , 

a Nova S c o t i a n by b i r t h , c o n t r i b u t e d s t o r i e s and a r t i c l e s r e l a t i n g 

t o Canad ian h i s t o r y and c u l t u r e t o S t e w a r t ' s L i t e r a r y Q u a r t e r l y 

( S t . J o h n , 1 8 6 7 - 7 2 ) , the New Domin ion M o n t h l y ( M o n t r e a l , 1 8 6 7 - 7 9 ) , 

t he Canad ian M o n t h l y and The Week. A n o t h e r M a r i t i m e r , George 

S t e w a r t , J r . , f ounded S t e w a r t ' s L i t e r a r y Q u a r t e r l y ( S t . John ) 

i n 1867, i n 1878 moved t o T o r o n t o t o e d i t R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s Canad ian  

M o n t h l y , and a y e a r l a t e r moved t o Quebec where he e d i t e d t he 

D a i l y C h r o n i c l e f r o m 1879 t o 1896. Graeme M e r c e r Adam m a r r i e d 

t he d a u g h t e r o f John G i b s o n , e d i t o r o f t he L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d , 

and was c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t he B r i t i s h A m e r i c a n Magaz i ne 

( T o r o n t o , 1 8 6 3 - 6 4 ) , the Canad i an M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l Rev iew 

and i t s s u c c e s s o r , R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s Canad i an M o n t h l y , and c o n ­

t r i b u t e d c r i t i c i s m t o The Week. John T a l o n - L e s p e r a n c e was v a r i o u s l y 
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c o n n e c t e d w i t h t he M o n t r e a l G a z e t t e , t he M o n t r e a l S t a r , t he 

Canad i an I l l u s t r a t e d News ( M o n t r e a l , 1869-83) and t he Domin ion  

I l l u s t r a t e d ( M o n t r e a l , 1 8 88 - 92 ) . When t he Roya l S o c i e t y o f Canada 

was f ounded i n 1882, i t s membership c o m p r i s e d a r o l l c a l l o f 

C anada ' s i n t e l l e c t u a l l e a d e r s . I n c l u d e d were many i n f l u e n t i a l 

members o f t h e l i t e r a r y community : James M. LeMo i ne , G o l d w i n 

S m i t h , George S t e w a r t , John George B o u r i n o t , W i l l i a m K i r b y , and 

John T a l o n - L e s p e r a n c e . -

The c u l t u r a l homogene i t y o f V i c t o r i a n Canada i s i n d i c a t e d 

a l s o by census s t a t i s t i c s . By 1881 , c l o s e t o 86% o f t he p o p ­

u l a t i o n was Canad i an b o r n . O f t h o s e bo rn a b r o a d , t he v a s t 

m a j o r i t y - - n e a r l y 78% came f r om the B r i t i s h I s l e s . W i t h i n Canada 

i t s e l f , t he n o n - F r e n c h s e c t i o n o f t he p o p u l a t i o n was o v e r w h e l m i n g l y 

B r i t i s h i n o r i g i n : f r o m 1871 t o 1901 , o v e r o 8 0 % o f t h e Canad i an s 

who were n o t F rench d e c l a r e d t h e m s e l v e s o f E n g l i s h , I r i s h o r 

3 

S c o t t i s h d e s c e n t . U n i f o r m i t y o f c l a s s o r i e n t a t i o n and c u l t u r a l 

g o a l s c anno t be shown s t a t i s t i c a l l y , b u t F rank W a t t , who has 

c u l l e d e a r l y p u b l i c a t i o n s i n s e a r c h o f Canada ' s r a d i c a l t r a d i t i o n 

and l i t e r a t u r e o f p r o t e s t , c o n c l u d e s t h a t d u r i n g t he n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y the v a s t m a j o r i t y o f Canad ian s were c o n s e r v a t i v e , i n d i v i d u a l ­

i s t i c , and s c a r c e l y i n t e r e s t e d i n the s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l p rob lems 

accompany ing i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . When t h e y d i d t o u c h on t h e s e 

i s s u e s , t h e y s e l dom advanced beyond t he r a d i c a l i s m o f " t h e m i d d l e -

c l a s s A m e r i c a n ' p r o g r e s s i v e s , ' " f o r "A t o o - a c t i v e s o c i a l c o n s c i e n c e 
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was l o o k e d upon as u n h e a l t h y and o u t o f p l a c e i n the Canad i an 

4 

s c e n e . " D i s s e n t i n g o p i n i o n d i d f i n d an o u t l e t i n the s m a l l 

r a d i c a l l a b o u r p r e s s o f O n t a r i o d u r i n g t he l a s t t h r e e decades 

o f t h e c e n t u r y , b u t i t s e f f e c t upon " t h e r e s p e c t a b l e Canad ian 

5 

t r a d i t i o n o f t he p e r i o d " was n e g l i g i b l e . In c r e a t i v e l i t e r a t u r e , 

t he r e s p e c t a b l e Canad i an t r a d i t i o n s u c c e s s f u l l y s q u e l c h e d most 

n o n c o n f o r m i t y . Even S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan, V i c t o r i a n Canada ' s 

l e a s t c o n v e n t i o n a l l i t e r a r y c r i t i c , i s r a d i c a l o n l y i n c o n t r a s t 

t o h e r s u r r o u n d i n g s . 

My s t u d y o f t h i s c o m m u n i t y ' s l i t e r a r y a t t i t u d e s and t he f i c t i o n 

i t p r o d u c e d b e g i n s w i t h t h e 1 8 2 0 ' s , w h i c h saw t he p u b l i c a t i o n 

o f t h e f i r s t n o v e l by a n a t i v e Canad i an and t h e f o u n d i n g o f 

i m p o r t a n t l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l s i n t he M a r i t i m e s and M o n t r e a l . 

I t e x t e n d s t o t h e end o f the c e n t u r y w i t h t h e g e n e r a t i o n o f w r i t e r s 

bo rn i n t h e 1 8 6 0 ' s , who began t o p u b l i s h f i c t i o n i n t he 1 880 ' s 

and 1 8 9 0 ' s . A l t h o u g h t h e i r work c a r r i e s o v e r i n t o the t w e n t i e t h 

c e n t u r y , t h e i r a t t i t u d e s were shaped by t he n i n e t e e n t h . T h i s 

g roup i n c l u d e s a u t h o r s whose app roach towards t h e n o v e l v a r i e d 

f r o m t h e b e s t - s e l l i n g c o n v e n t i o n a l i t y o f R o b e r t B a r r , t o t h e 

r e l i g i o u s s e n t i m e n t a l i t y o f Ra lph C o n n o r i t o the pompous r o m a n t i c i s m 

o f G i l b e r t P a r k e r , t o t h e e x u b e r a n t r e a l i s m o f S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan. 

R a t h e r than p r o c e e d c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y t h r ough the c e n t u r y , w h i c h 

w o u l d i n v o l v e much r e p e t i t i o n o f i s s u e s and a t t i t u d e s w h i c h 

s c a r c e l y changed f r o m 1820 t o 1900, I have chosen t o d e f i n e 

t he p rob lems a f f e c t i n g t he Canad ian n o v e l w h i c h r e m a i n e d f a i r l y 
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c o n s t a n t , and t o s t r u c t u r e t h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s e 

p r o b l e m s . 

In t h e f o l l o w i n g a n a l y s i s o f t he r e l a t i o n s h i p between a 

c u l t u r a l community and i t s l i t e r a t u r e , the t e r m " n o v e l " i s used 

t o embrace a l l forms o f e x t e n d e d f i c t i o n a l p r o s e n a r r a t i v e . 

The t e r m " r o m a n c e " d e s c r i b e s a p a r t i c u l a r k i n d o f n o v e l : an 

e x t e n d e d f i c t i o n i n p r o s e p r e s e n t i n g an u n r e a l i s t i c v i e w o f t h e 

w o r l d , i n w h i c h t he a u t h o r removes c h a r a c t e r s and c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

f r o m t h e a r e n a o f everyday l i f e by h e i g h t e n i n g t h e i r d i s t i n g u i s h i n g 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s so t h a t he roe s a r e more p e r f e c t , v i l l a i n s more 

e v i l , and e v e n t s more c o i n c i d e n t a l , t r a g i c o r b l i s s f u l t han i n 

r e a l l i f e . Because V i c t o r i a n Canad ian s s h a r e d a p r e f e r e n c e f o r 

r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n , i n d e f i a n c e o f t he e f f o r t s o f S a r a J e a n n e t t e 

Duncan t o i n t r o d u c e a t a s t e f o r Howe l l s i an r e a l i s m , t h e y se l dom 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d between t h e romance and t h e n o v e l . They assumed 

t h a t by d e f i n i t i o n t h e n o v e l was r o m a n t i c , and t h a t t h e r o l e o f 

a r t was t o p e r f e c t , n o t r e p r o d u c e , the w o r l d o f common e x p e r i e n c e . 
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CHAPTER I 

BACKGROUND: THE CULTURAL COMMUNITY 

Th roughou t t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , C a n a d i a n n a t i o n a l i s t s a r gued 

t h a t t h e deve l opment o f a d i s t i n c t i v e Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e was a 

c r u c i a l f a c t o r i n t h e deve l opment o f a d i s t i n c t i v e Canad i an i d e n t i t y . 

D u r i n g t h e f o r m a t i v e decades b e f o r e C o n f e d e r a t i o n , t h e buoyan t 

y e a r s s u r r o u n d i n g C o n f e d e r a t i o n and t h e more r e f l e c t i v e e r a f o l l o w ­

i n g t h e d e p r e s s i o n o f t h e l a t e 1 8 7 0 ' s , c u l t u r a l l e a d e r s i n a l l 

p a r t s o f Canada v o c i f e r o u s l y encou raged Canad i an w r i t e r s t o w r i t e 

and t h e C a n a d i a n p u b l i c t o buy and r e a d t h e i r book s . In 1858 , 

Thomas D ' A r c y McGee p r e s e n t e d t h e a rguments u n d e r l y i n g t h i s l i t e r a r y 

n a t i o n a l i s m when he e x p l a i n e d t h a t 

E v e r y c o u n t r y , e v e r y n a t i o n a l i t y , e v e r y p e o p l e , must 
c r e a t e and f o s t e r a N a t i o n a l L i t e r a t u r e , i f i t i s 
t h e i r w i s h t o p r e s e r v e a d i s t i n c t i n d i v i d u a l i t y f r o m 
o t h e r n a t i o n s . I f p r e c a u t i o n s a r e n o t t a k e n t o s e c u r e 
t h i s e n d , t h e d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r and f e a t u r e s o f 
a p e o p l e must d i s a p p e a r ; t h e y c a n n o t s u r v i v e t h e s t o r m s 
o f t i m e and t h e rude b l a s t s o f c i v i l commot ion . The 
p o p u l a r mind must be t r a i n e d and e d u c a t e d a c c o r d i n g 
t o t h e p h y s i c a l a p p e a r a n c e s and s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n o f 
t h e c o u n t r y ; and t h e p e o p l e who a r e so u n f o r t u n a t e 
as t o p o s s e s s no f o u n t a i n f r om w h i c h t h e y can p r o c u r e 
t h e e l i x i r o f t h e i r e x i s t e n c e , w i l l soon d i s a p p e a r f rom 
t h e f a c e o f t h e e a r t h , o r become merged i n some more 
numerous , o r more p o w e r f u l n e i g h b o u r . ' 
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S i x y e a r s l a t e r , Reve rend H a r t l e y Dewart took an i m p o r t a n t s t e p 

towards t he e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a riational T i t e r a t u r e by c o m p i l i n g 

S e l e c t i o n s From Canad ian Poe t s (186,4), t h e f i r s t a n t h o l o g y o f 

Canad ian p o e t r y . In h i s " I n t r o d u c t o r y E s s a y , " t oday r e g a r d e d as 

a s e m i n a l document i n Canad ian l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m , Dewart echoed 

McGee ' s s e n t i m e n t t h a t 

A n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e i s an e s s e n t i a l e l e m e n t i n t he 
f o r m a t i o n o f n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r . I t i s n o t m e r e l y t he 
r e c o r d o f a c o u n t r y ' s men ta l p r o g r e s s : i t i s t he 
e x p r e s s i o n o f i t s i n t e l l e c t u a l l i f e , t he bond o f n a t i o n a l 
u n i t y , and g u i d e o f n a t i o n a l e n e r g y . ' I t may be f a i r l y 
q u e s t i o n e d , w h e t h e r the w h o l e range o f h i s t o r y p r e s e n t s 
t he s p e c t a c l e o f a p e o p l e f i r m l y u n i t e d p o l i t i c a l l y , 
w i t h o u t the s u b t l e b u t p o w e r f u l cement o f a p a t r i o t i c 
l i t e r a t u r e . 

How t o i n s p i r e " p a t r i o t i c l i t e r a t u r e " i n a p o p u l a t i o n un ­

d i s t i n g u i s h e d by l i t e r a r y s e n s i b i l i t y was a d i f f i c u l t y c o n s t a n t l y 

c o n f r o n t i n g Canada ' s c u l t u r a l l e a d e r s and c r i t i c s . The more 

o p t i m i s t i c p o s t u l a t e d a d i r e c t c o n n e c t i o n between e conom i c a d v a n c e ­

ment and c u l t u r a l m a t u r i t y , t h e o r i z i n g t h a t the new c o u n t r y ' s 

b u r g e o n i n g m a t e r i a l p r o s p e r i t y w o u l d i n e v i t a b l y l e a d t o t h e end 

o f f r o n t i e r p r a g m a t i s m and promote the growth o f c u l t u r a l r e f i n e ­

ment. The L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d , d u r i n g i t s e x i s t e n c e ( 1838 -51 ) the 

most i n f l u e n t i a l l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l i n t h e - ^ C a n a d a s ^ . . ^ l i 

r e p e a t e d l y a s s e r t e d t h a t " a s t he c o u n t r y g e n e r a l l y i n c r e a s e s 

i n i t s a v a i l a b l e means, l i t e r a t u r e and a r t , w h i c h a r e t he t r u e s t 

e v i d e n c e s o f e n l i g h t e n m e n t and p r o s p e r i t y , w i l l p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 

f l o u r i s h . " In 1881, John George B o u r i n o t spoke f o r a l l t h o se 

who saw i n t e l l e c t u a l deve l opment as a c o n c o m i t a n t t o m a t e r i a l 
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deve lopment when he a r g u e d : 

I f Canada makes t h e m a t e r i a l p r o g r e s s w i t h i n t he n e x t 
few decades t h a t h e r p e o p l e hope, and h e r s t a t e s m e n 
a r e e n d e a v o u r i n g t o a c c o m p l i s h , i n t h e f a c e , no d o u b t , 
o f many d i f f i c u l t i e s , we may c o n f i d e n t l y l o o k f o r w a r d 
t o a c o r r e s p o n d i n g i n t e l l e c t u a l deve l opment . So much 
p r a c t i c a l work o f immed i a te i m p o r t a n c e has t o be p e r ­
fo rmed i n a c o m p a r a t i v e l y new c o u n t r y l i k e t h i s , t h a t 
n a t i v e t a l e n t has n a t u r a l l y f ound c h i e f e x p r e s s i o n i n 
p o l i t i c s , t he p r o f e s s i o n s and t he p r e s s ; b u t w i t h 
g r e a t e r w e a l t h , and an o l d e r c o n d i t i o n o f s o c i e t y , 
l i t e r a t u r e , s c i e n c e and a r t , w i l l be c u l t i v a t e d t o a 
f a r l a r g e r e x t e n t . . . . w i t h the g r e a t e r o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
o f l e i s u r e and c u l t u r e n e c e s s a r i l y o p e n i n g up t o us 
i n the f u t u r e , Canad ian s may y e t have a l i t e r a t u r e , 
n o t m e r e l y i m i t a t i v e , as a t p r e s e n t , b u t c r e a t i v e 
and o r i g i n a l . 

Long b e f o r e B o u r i n o t ' s p ronouncement , e d i t o r s o f l i t e r a r y 

p e r i o d i c a l s s u b s c r i b e d t o the same t h e o r y as one by one t hey 

c h e e r f u l l y p r e d i c t e d an immed i a te end t o p i o n e e r u t i l i t a r i a n i s m 

and h e r a l d e d a new e r a o f l i t e r a r y r e f i n e m e n t . C o n f i d e n c e i n the 

power o f l i t e r a t u r e t o a i d i n c i v i l i z i n g t h e new l a n d u n d e r p i n n e d 

the e f f o r t s o f i n d i v i d u a l s l i k e Reverend Dr. John M c C a u l , who 

c o n d u c t e d The Maple Leafc; o r Canad ian Annua l ( 1847 -49 ) t o promote 

5 

" t h e s o f t i n f l u e n c e s o f t h e r e f i n e d t a s t e , " and t h e M o o d i e s , 

who founded the V i c t o r i a Magaz ine (1847 -48 ) " t o c o n t r i b u t e i n 

some c o n s i d e r a b l e deg ree t o the e x t e n s i o n o f the t a s t e o f g e n e r a l 

l i t e r a t u r e among t h a t most numerous and n o t l e a s t r e s p e c t e d c l a s s 

6 

o f o u r f e l l o w C o l o n i s t s * - - t he roral p o p u l a t i o n o f the P r o v i n c e . " 

M r s . H o l i w e l l , one o f the B r i t i s h Amer i c an M a g a z i n e ' s m a j o r 

c o n t r i b u t o r s , r e g a r d e d l i t e r a t u r e as " a m i s s i o n a r y o f c i v i l i z a t i o n 

and r e f i n e m e n t . " 7 A f t e r p u b l i s h i n g Wacous ta (1833) and The 
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Canadi an B r o t h e r s ( 1 8 4 0 ) , M a j o r John R i c h a r d s o n f e l t h i m s e l f 

e n t i t l e d t o a government p e n s i o n f o r h i s e f f o r t s " t o i n t r o d u c e 

i n t o [Canada] t h a t s p i r i t o f r e f i n e m e n t , t h r ough t he i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y 

o f l i t e r a t u r e , w h i c h i s t he f i r s t i n d i c a t i o n o f mora l s u p e r i o r i t y 

i n a p e o p l e , and t h e s u r e s t g u a r a n t e e o f o r d e r and w e l l r e g u l a t e d 

s u b m i s s i o n t o a u t h o r i t y . " Such a s s u r a n c e n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , 

the ephemera l e x i s t e n c e o f most n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an 

l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l s i n d i c a t e s t h a t t he e n t h u s i a s m o f t h e i r e d i t o r s 

was matched by t he s t a u n c h i n d i f f e r e n c e o f t he Canad i an p u b l i c . 

T h i s was c e r t a i n l y the e x p e r i e n c e o f Mr. K e n t , e d i t o r o f the 

Canad i an L i t e r a r y Magaz i ne ( Y o r k , 1 8 3 3 ) , who o p t i m i s t i c a l l y 

d e c l a r e d i n 1833 t h a t 

The s e v e r e t r i i a l s o f an e a r l y s e t t l e r , and d a i l y w a r ­
f a r e w i t h menta l and p h y s i c a l d i f f i c u l t i e s , may have 
s u p e r - i n d u c e d a c r u s t o f r oughnes s o v e r t he o u t w a r d 
man; b u t t he same f e e l i n g s w h i c h the s e t t l e r b r o u g h t 
w i t h h im f rom h i s n a t i v e l a n d , o r w h i c h t he C a n a d i a n -
bo rn i n h e r i t s f r om h i s p a r e n t s , e x i s t , though p e r c h a n c e 
i t may b e , i n a l a t e n t s t a t e . 9 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y Mr. Ken t f a i l e d t o t ap t h e s e l a t e n t " f e e l i n g s " o f 

l i t e r a r y i n t e r e s t s u f f i c i e n t l y t o keep h i s w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d p e r i o d i c a l 

a l i v e beyond t he t h i r d n u m b e r . ^ N i n e t e e n y e a r s l a t e r Reve rend 

R o b e r t J a c k s o n MacGeorge, e d i t o r o f th'e-more s u c c e s s f u l A n g l o - 

Amer i c an Magaz ine ( 1 8 5 2 - 5 4 ) , r e i t e r a t e d Mr. K e n t ' s hopes when he 

a t t e m p t e d t o e s t a b l i s h a j o u r n a l o f l i t e r a r y r e f i n e m e n t i n a 

s o c i e t y c h a r a c t e r i s e d by p i o n e e r m a t e r i a l i s m : 

The d i f f i c u l t i e s w i t h w h i c h l i t e r a r y e n t e r p r i z e has 
t o e n c o u n t e r i n t h e s e days o f u t i l i t a r i a n p h i l o s o p h y , 
e n c y c l o p a e d i c know ledge , and a l m o s t l i m i t l e s s f a c i l i t i e s 
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o f m u l t i p l i c a t i o n and r e p r o d u c t i o n , a r e i n no t r i f l i n g 
deg ree e n c r e a s e d i n t h i s c o u n t r y , where t he " b a t t l e o f 
l i f e " i s m a i n l y f o u g h t i n the f i e l d s o f commerce and 
l a b o u r , and i n w h i c h t h e c o m b a t a n t s , and o f t h e s e 
c o m p a r a t i v e l y f ew, have n e i t h e r the l e i s u r e o r means 
- - a l a s ! t h a t we s h o u l d t h i n k t he i n c l i n a t i o n a l s o 
w a n t i n g t o p a r t a k e o f the r e l a x a t i o n o f i n t e l l e c t u a l 
p u r s u i t s and t o encou rage t h e a t t e m p t s w h i c h a r e made 
t o promote them. We b e l i e v e , however , and we r e j o i c e 
i n t he b e l i e f , t h a t as the s t e r n a s p e r i t i e s o f l i f e ' s 
c h e q u e r e d way a r e r a p i d l y d i m i n i s h i n g under t he t r i u m p h s 
o f e n e r g e t i c and s u c c e s s f u l e n t e r p r i s e , so t he d e s i r e , 
n a t u r a l t o t he r a c e f r om w h i c h we s p r i n g , o f e n j o y i n g 
t o the f u l l e s t e x t e n t t ho se f r u i t s o f men ta l c u l t u r e 
and t ho se b e n e f i t s o f r e f i n e m e n t , w h i c h have been a p t l y 
te rmed " t h e e m b e l l i s h m e n t s o f l i f e , " w i l l grow s t r o n g e r . ' 

T h i s p e r i o d i c a l s u r v i v e d f o r two and a h a l f . y e a r s . Most o p t i m i s t i c 

o f a l l was J ohn G i b s o n , e d i t o r o f t h e L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d . Mos t o f 

t he j o u r n a l ' s t h i r t e e n vo l umes , p u b l i s h e d f r om 1838 t o 1851 , c o n ­

t a i n s up r eme l y c o n f i d e n t a d d r e s s e s " To Our R e a d e r s " a s s e r t i n g 

( i n t he G a H a n d ' s e l e g a n t h o r t i c u l t u r a l i d i o m ) t h a t t he c o u n t r y ' s 

l i t e r a r y deve l opment p a r a l l e l e d i t s p h y s i c a l g r o w t h . In 1843 

G i b son announced t h a t 

I t must be v e r y g r a t i f y i n g t o the Canad ian b o r n , o r t o 
h im t o whom Canada i s Home, t o know t h a t the p r o g r e s s 
o f l i t e r a t u r e has been c o - e q u a l w i t h t h a t o f t h e s e t t l e ­
ment o f the w i l d e r n e s s : and t h a t i f t he l a t t e r has 
been made t o b loom and b l o s s o m as the ro se , , the l i t e r a ­
t u r e o f Canada l i k e w i s e blooms and b lo s soms b e a u t e o u s l y J 

The l i t e r a r y bouquet s so c a r e f u l l y n u r t u r e d by the G a r l a n d 

p r o v e d t o be f a l s e h a r b i n g e r s o f the s p r i n g t i m e o f Canad i an 

l i t e r a r y deve l opment . Susanna M o o d i e , when so i n c l i n e d , c o u l d 

e a s i l y adop t t h e G a r ! a n d ' s o r n a m e n t a l l anguage t o r h a p s o d i z e abou t 

13 
h e r l a b o u r s i n t he f l o w e r gardens o f l i t e r a t u r e . B u t a f t e r t h e 

f a i l u r e o f t he V i c t o r i a Magaz i ne i n 1848 and o f the G a r l a n d 
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i t s e l f i n 1851, Mrs . M o o d i e ' s e n t h u s i a s m r e g a r d i n g t he c u l t u r a l 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f h e r a d o p t e d c o u n t r y t e m p o r a r i l y waned as she 

l e a r n e d t h a t "The s i n o f a u t h o r s h i p meets w i t h l i t t l e t o l e r a t i o n 

14 

i n a new c o u n t r y . " In 1853, a f t e r twen t y y e a r s o f h e r o i c 

s t r u g g l e t o e s t a b l i s h g e n t e e l l i t e r a r y s t a n d a r d s f o r the c o l o n y 

and t o promote e d u c a t i o n as a r o u t e t o c u l t u r a l and mora l r e f i n e ­

ment , ' " t h e woman t h a t w r o t e " was f o r c e d t o acknowledge t he d i s ­

p a r i t y between h e r c u l t u r a l i d e a l s and the r e a l i t y p r e s e n t e d by 

Canad ians t h e m s e l v e s : 

The Canad ian p e o p l e a r e more p r a c t i c a l than i m a g i n a t i v e . 
Romant i c t a l e s and p o e t r y w o u l d meet w i t h l e s s f a v o u r 
i n t h e i r eyes than a good p o l i t i c a l a r t i c l e f r o m t h e i r 
newspape r s . The f o r m e r t hey s c a r c e l y u n d e r s t a n d , the 
l a t t e r i s a m a t t e r o f g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t t o the community . 
Y e t t h e r e a r e so few c o u n t r i e s i n the w o r l d w h i c h po s se s s 
so many n a t u r a l a d v a n t a g e s , and p r e s e n t more s t r i k i n g 
s u b j e c t s t o f i r e t he gen i u s o f t h e p o e t , and g u i d e t h e 
p e n c i l o f the p a i n t e r J 5 

In h e r d i s a p p o i n t m e n t , Susanna Mood ie r e i t e r a t e d the f r u s t r a t i o n s 

o f M a j o r John R i c h a r d s o n , who i n 1841 had u n s u c c e s s f u l l y p e t i t i o n e d 

L o r d Sydenham, then G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l o f B r i t i s h N o r t h A m e r i c a , 

f o r a p e n s i o n i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f h i s l i t e r a r y p r o d u c t i o n s . 

In 1847, i n E i g h t Yea r s i n Canada, R i c h a r d s o n l a m b a s t e d h i s f e l l o w 

count rymen f o r no t p a y i n g as much a t t e n t i o n t o Wacous ta (1833) 

as had t h e A m e r i c a n s , and f o r n o t c a r i n g " a s t r a w w h e t h e r t he 

16 

a u t h o r was a Canad i an o r a T u r k . " When he w r o t e an i n t r o d u c t i o n 

f o r the 1851 Amer i c an e d i t i o n o f Wacou s t a , R i c h a r d s o n b i t t e r l y 

d e c l a r e d t h a t f o r a l l t he a t t e n t i o n i t had r e c e i v e d t h a t b o o k ' s 

s e q u e l , The Canad i an B r o t h e r s . ( 1 8 4 0 ) , may as w e l l have been 



p u b l i s h e d i n Kamschatka . John R i c h a r d s o n ' s f r u i t l e s s e f f o r t s 

t o a c h i e v e l i t e r a r y r e c o g n i t i o n i n h i s n a t i v e l a n d bo re o u t t he 

t r u t h f u l n e s s o f the comments c o n t a i n e d i n "The L i t e r a t u r e o f a 

New C o u n t r y , " an anonymous a r t i c l e p u b l i s h e d i n t he M o n t h l y 

Rev iew ( T o r o n t o ) i n 1841: 

A Co l ony i s a p e c u l i a r l y u n p r o p i t i o u s s p o t f o r t he 
deve l opment o f l e a r n i n g o r t he a r t s . I t s p o p u l a t i o n , 
f r om t h e v e r y n a t u r e o f i t s c o n s t i t u e n t p a r t s , i s a l l 
b e n t on the e n g r o s s i n g t a s k o f a d v a n c i n g p e r s o n a l 
i n t e r e s t , o r e x t e n d i n g p e r s o n a l e n t e r p r i s e and i n d u s t r y . 
I t i s a l a n d o f s t r u g g l e s w i t h t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s o f 
c l i m a t e , untamed n a t u r e , and l i m i t e d r e s o u r c e s . A 
" m u t e , i n g l o r i o u s M i l t o n " may be f ound among i t s f o r e s t s , 
b u t h i s s o f t v o i c e w i l l be drowned i n t h e hum and b u s t l e 
o f a c t i v e l i f e . He may b u d , b u t i t w i l l be o n l y t o 
w i t h e r ; he may p u t f o r t h b l o s s o m s , b u t i t w i l l be o n l y 
t o be f r o s t e d a t once by the s n e e r o r l augh o f t h o s e 
a r o u n d , i n t e n t on f a r more m a t t e r o f f a c t p u r s u i t s , and 
ready a t once t o wonder a t o r p i t y t he unhappy w i g h t 
d e v o t e d t o what t hey c a n n o t b u t deem a f r i v o l o u s v o c a t i o n , 
o r an " u n p r o f i t a b l e i n v e s t m e n t " o f t a l e n t o r i n d u s t r y . ^ 

The s i t u a t i o n r e s p o n s i b l e f o r such a p e s s i m i s t i c o u t l o o k 

appea red t o a m e l i o r a t e c o n s i d e r a b l y d u r i n g the n e x t t h i r t y y e a r s , 

w h i c h saw the g rowth o f a c u l t o f . p r o g r e s s . Lawrence S. F a l l i s ' s 

r e c e n t s t u d y o f "The I dea o f P r o g r e s s i n t he P r o v i n c e o f Canada" 

r e v e a l s t h a t " M i d - V i c t o r i a n Canad ian s were c o n v i n c e d t h a t t hey 

were l i v i n g i n what was t i m e and a g a i n r e f e r r e d t o as an ' a ge 

19 

o f i m p r o v e m e n t . " 1 T a n g i b l e r e s u l t s o f t h i s n a t i o n a l o p t i m i s m 

appea red when C o n f e d e r a t i o n p r o v i d e d new impetus f o r l i t e r a r y 

a c t i v i t y , s t i m u l a t i n g t he f o u n d i n g o f j o u r n a l s l i k e t h e New  

Domin ion M o n t h l y Magaz i ne ( M o n t r e a l , 1 8 6 7 - 7 9 ) , S t e w a r t ' s L i t e r a r y  

Q u a r t e r l y ( S t . J o h n , 1 8 6 7 - 7 2 ) , the Canad i an I I1 U s t r a t e d News 
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( M o n t r e a l , 1869-83) and the Canad ian Mon th l y and N a t i o n a l Rev iew 

( T o r o n t o , 1 872 - 78 ) . Y e t a t the h e i g h t o f C o n f e d e r a t i o n e n t h u s i a s m 

r e g a r d i n g t h e c u l t u r a l p o t e n t i a l o f t h e new n a t i o n , t h e r e s t i l l 

p e r s i s t e d t he d e b a t e t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e d d i s c u s s i o n s o f Canad i an 

l i t e r a t u r e t h r o u g h o u t the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . On one s i d e r anged 

t h e o p t i m i s t s - - o f t e n e d i t o r s and p u b l i s h e r s - - who c o n v i n c e d 

t h e m s e l v e s , i f n o t t he c o u n t r y a t l a r g e , t h a t Canada ' s o b v i o u s 

m a t e r i a l p r o s p e r i t y w o u l d i n s p i r e a c u l t u r a l . r e n a i s s a n c e . On 

t h e o t h e r s i d e s a t the r e a l i s t s , i n c l u d i n g many w r i t e r s , who 

d i s c o v e r e d , o f t e n t h r ough d i s m a l p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e , t h a t t h e 

c o u n t r y was, n o t a t a l l i n t e r e s t e d i n r e c o g n i z i n g i t s a u t h o r s . 

In 1864 Rev. Dewart spoke f o r t h e r e a l i s t s when he b l u n t l y d e c l a r e d 

t h a t 

There i s p r o b a b l y no c o u n t r y i n the w o r l d , mak ing 
e q u a l p r e t e n s i o n s t o i n t e l l i g e n c e and p r o g r e s s , where 
t he c l a i m s o f n a t i v e l i t e r a t u r e a r e so l i t t l e f e l t , 
and where e v e r y e f f o r t i n p o e t r y has been met w i t h 
so much c o l d n e s s and i n d i f f e r e n c e , as i n Canada. And 
wha t i s more t o be d e p r e c a t e d t h a n n e g l e c t o f o u r most 
m e r i t o r i o u s a u t h o r s , i s t he a l m o s t u n i v e r s a l absence o f 
i n t e r e s t and f a i t h i n a l l i n d i g e n o u s l i t e r a r y p r o d u c t i o n s , 
and t he u n d i s t u r b e d s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h a s t a t e o f t h i n g s 
t h a t , r i g h t l y v i e w e d , s h o u l d be r e g a r d e d as a n a t i o n a l 
r e p r o a c h . The common method o f a c c o u n t i n g f o r t h i s by 
t h e f a c t t h a t a l m o s t the who l e community i s engaged 
i n t h e p u r s u i t o f t he n e c e s s a r i e s and c o m f o r t s o f l i f e , 
and t h a t c o m p a r a t i v e l y few po s se s s w e a l t h and l e i s u r e , 
t o e n a b l e them t o g i v e much t i m e o r t h o u g h t t o t he 
s t u d y o f p o e t r y and k i n d r e d s u b j e c t s , i s by no means 
s a t i s f a c t o r y . 2 0 

The f o l l o w i n g y e a r , Graeme M e r c e r Adam s t a t e d i n t h e Canada  

B o o k s e l l e r a t r a d e magaz ine p u t o u t by h i s p u b l i s h i n g f i r m , t h a t 

i n Canada t h e book t r a d e s u f f e r e d because 
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t h e r e i s a l a c k o f t h a t generous f e e l i n g towards l i t e r ­
a t u r e g e n e r a l l y t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e s t h e E n g l i s h c o n n o i s s e u r 
o f books and t he f r e q u e n t e r o f t he shops o f t he book 
men i n the o l d w o r l d . We r e g r e t t h a t t h e r e i s so 
l i t t l e encouragement t o the book man t o i m p o r t the b e t t e r 
c l a s s o f books .21 

By 1872 t he book t r a d e had i m p r o v e d t o t h e p o i n t where Adam 

c o u l d announce t h a t 

j u d g i n g f r o m the v a l u e and e x t e n t o f h e r b o o k - i m p o r t ­
a t i o n s and the deve lopment and a c t i v i t y o f h e r book -
t r a d e , ICanada] a s s e r t s f o r h e r s e l f a h i g h p o s i t i o n 
i n t he i n t e l l e c t u a l s c a l e o f n a t i o n s . . . . In p r o ­
p o r t i o n t o the p o p u l a t i o n J . . t h e r e i s no dependency 
o f t h e Crown whose b o o k - i m p o r t s e x c e e d t h a t o f Canada; 
and t he e x t e n t o f the i n c r e a s e o f t h a t t r a d e i s a 
r e m a r k a b l e and g r a t i f y i n g f e a t u r e i n h e r n a t i o n a l 
p r o g r e s s . 

C anada ' s m u c h - h e r a l d e d " n a t i o n a l p r o g r e s s " f a i l e d t o p r oduce 

more than a t empo ra r y r e m i s s i o n o f t he c u l t u r a l m a l a i s e d i a g n o s e d 

by Dewart . In 1877 the Canad i an 111 U s t r a t e d News r e p r i m a n d e d 

Canad ian s f o r t h e i r f a i l u r e t o acknowledge t h e i r w r i t e r s , o p i n i n g 

t h a t 

The t r u t h i s t h a t t he Canad i an m i n d ' n e e d s a s t i m u l u s 
f r om w i t h i n . I t s p r o v i n c i a l i s m i s a bane and a r e p r o a c h . 
W h i l e p l a t i t u d e s h o u l d n e v e r be e n c o u r a g e d because 
i t i s o f n a t i v e g r o w t h , m e d i o c r i t y m i gh t be t r e a t e d 
w i t h i n d u l g e n c e , and where t h e r e i s r e a l e x c e l l e n c e , 
i t s h o u l d be p r o c l a i m e d p r e c i s e l y because i t i s 
C a n a d i a n . " 

And i n 1887 S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan a s s a u l t e d h e r c o u n t r y ' s " b l i n d ­

i n g l e t h a r g y " i n c u l t u r a l a f f a i r s , d e n o u n c i n g h e r f e l l o w Canad ian s 

as " t h e i m p o r t e d e s s e n c e o f B r i t i s h P h i l i s t i n i s m , w a r r a n t e d t o 

keep i n any c l i m a t e , and a f f o r d i n g i n o u r p r o p e r pe r s on s a g u a r a n t e e 
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t h a t i t > w i l l i n c r e a s e i n f o r c e and e f f i c i e n c y i n t h i s o n e . " 
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Canad i an P h i l i s t i n i s m was c e r t a i n l y n o t a l l o w e d t o e n d u r e 

u n c h a l l e n g e d . By t h e t i m e o f C o n f e d e r a t i o n , and c o n t i n u i n g t h r o u g h 

t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e r e f l o u r i s h e d i n 

C e n t r a l Canada a communi ty o f w r i t e r s , p u b l i s h e r s , e d i t o r s and 

c r i t i c s a l l f u l l y p r e p a r e d t o n u r t u r e and c h e r i s h a n a t i v e l i t e r a t u r e . 

They c l u s t e r e d a round t h e l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l s w h i c h t h e y e d i t e d 

and t o w h i c h t h e y c o n t r i b u t e d - - t h e most n o t a b l e b e i n g t h e 

Canad i an M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l Rev iew ( T o r o n t o , 1872-78 ) and 

The Week ( T o r o n t o , 1883-96) - - and a round t h e l i t e r a r y s e c t i o n 

o f t h e Roya l S o c i e t y o f Canada , f ounded i n 1882. 

V o c a l and o p i n i o n a t e d , t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s f i g u r e p r o m i n e n t l y 

i n a c o m p r e h e n s i v e a n a l y s i s o f t h e l i t e r a r y c l i m a t e o f V i c t o r i a n 

Canada. Among t h o s e most i n v o l v e d i n t h e new D o m i n i o n ' s c u l t u r a l 

deve l opment was Graeme M e r c e r Adam, who wore t h e v a r i o u s h a t s 

o f b o o k s e l l e r , p u b l i s h e r , c r i t i c and n o v e l i s t . Two y e a r s a f t e r 

i m m i g r a t i n g t o Canada i n 1858 , he e s t a b l i s h e d a b o o k s e l l i n g 

and p u b l i s h i n g f i r m w i t h James R o l l o . In 1867 John H. S t e v e n s o n 

s ucceeded R o l l o as Adam ' s j u n i o r p a r t n e r and t o g e t h e r t h e y f ounded 

t h e house o f Adam, S t e v e n s o n & Co. w h i c h p u b l i s h e d many Canad i an 

books b e f o r e g o i n g b a n k r u p t i n t h e d e p r e s s i o n o f 1876. In a d d i t i o n , 

Adam p u b l i s h e d t h e B r i t i s h A m e r i c a n Magaz i ne ( T o r o n t o , 1863-64 ) 

and c o n d u c t e d a t r a d e j o u r n a l , t h e Canada B o o k s e l 1 e r ( 1 8 6 5 - 7 2 ) . 

Adam's most n o t a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e Canad i an l i t e r a r y 

s cene was h i s p u b l i s h i n g o f t h e Canad i an M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l 
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Rev iew f r o m 1872 t o 1876, i n c l o s e a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h G o l d w i n S m i t h . 

From 1879 t o 1882 he e d i t e d R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s Canad ian M o n t h l y , 

s u c c e s s o r t o the Canad i an M o n t h l y . As a c r i t i c Adam c o n t r i b u t e d 

many a r t i c l e s on Eu ropean and Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e t o The Week, 

and as a n o v e l i s t he c o l l a b o r a t e d w i t h E t h e l w y n W e t h e r a l d i n t he 

w r i t i n g qf An A I gonqu i n M a i d e n : A Romance o f the E a r l y Days o f 

Upper Canada ( 1 8 8 7 ) . 

C e r t a i n l y t h e most i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y p r o m i n e n t member o f t h i s 

community was G o l d w i n S m i t h . S h o r t l y a f t e r h i s a r r i v a l i n Canada 

i n 1871, Sm i t h became i n s t r u m e n t a l i n t he f o u n d i n g o f the Canadi an 

M o n t h l y . In a d d i t i o n t o . g i v i n g f r e q u e n t l e c t u r e s and a d d r e s s e s 

on c u l t u r a l and l i t e r a r y m a t t e r s , S m i t h 

began t he N a t i o n t o w h i c h he c o n t r i b u t e d a r t i c l e s , 
j o i n e d John Ross R o b e r t s o n i n e s t a b l i s h i n g the T e l e g r a m 
i n 1874; w r o t e and p u b l i s h e d t he B y s t a n d e r f r om T880 
t o 1890 . . . f ounded The Week i n 1883; and s a l v a g e d 
t h e Week ly Sun , t h e o r gan o f the F a r m e r ' s Movement, 
k e e p i n g i t a l i v e f r om 1896 t o 1 9 0 9 . 2 5 

A l s o g r e a t l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h t he deve l opment o f a n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e 

was George S t e w a r t , J r . , who e d i t e d and p u b l i s h e d S t e w a r t ' s L i t e r a r y  

Q u a r t e r l y ( S a i n t John ) f r om 1867 t o 1872, l e f t t he M a n t ime s t o 

e d i t R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s d u r i n g Adam's absence i n 1878, e d i t e d t h e 

Quebec D a i l y C h r O n i c l e f r om 1879 t o 1896, and w r o t e much l i t e r a r y 

c r i t i c i s m . S t e w a r t was a f o u n d i n g member o f t h e Roya l S o c i e t y 

o f Canada, as was a n o t h e r M a r i t i m e r , John George B o u r i n o t . A u t h o r 

o f Our I n t e l l e c t u a l S t r e n g t h and Weakness ( 1 8 9 3 ) , B o u r i n o t c o n ­

t r i b u t e d numerous a r t i c l e s on Canad ian l i t e r a t u r e , c u l t u r a l l i f e 
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and h i s t o r y t o S t e w a r t ' s , t h e New Domin ion M o n t h l y , the Canad i an  

M o n t h l y , The Week, and o t h e r p e r i o d i c a l s . O t h e r c h a r t e r members 

o f t he Roya l S o c i e t y a c t i v e l y i n v o l v e d i n C a n a d a ' s l i t e r a r y l i f e 

i n c l u d e d John T a l o n - L e s p e r a n c e , e d i t o r o f the Canad i an I I l u s t r a t e d  

News f r o m 1873 t o 1880, f o u n d i n g e d i t o r o f t he DOroinion 111 u s t r a t e d  

M o n t h l y i n 1888, and a u t h o r o f a w e l l - r e c e i v e d h i s t o r i c a l n o v e l , 

The B a s t o n n a i s ( 1 8 7 7 ) ; James MacPher son L e M o i n e , a u t h o r o f Map le  

Leaves (6 v o l s , 1863-1906) and o t h e r works on Quebec h i s t o r y 

and f o l k l o r e and a c l o s e f r i e n d o f W i l l i a m K i r b y ; W i l l i a m K i r b y , 

a u t h o r o f The Go lden Dog ( 1 8 7 7 ) ; and t h e p o e t , C h a r l e s S a n g s t e r . 

The most p r o m i n e n t f e m a l e members o f t h i s l i t e r a r y community 

(women were n o t a d m i t t e d t o t he Roya l S o c i e t y ) were Agnes Maule 

Macha r ( " F i d e l i s " ) , who w r o t e s e v e r a l n o v e l s and c o n t r i b u t e d , f i c t i o n , 

e s s a y s and l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m t o the Canad i an M o n t h l y and The  

Week; E t h e l w y n W e t h e r a l d , a p o e t who c o - a u t h o r e d Ah, A I go i i qU in  

Ma iden (1887) and w r o t e l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m f o r The Week; and 

S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan, whose r a d i c a l l i t e r a r y o p i n i o n s and e x u b e r a n t 

w i t e n l i v e n e d the pages o f The Week, t he T o r o n t o G l obe and t h e 

M o n t r e a l D a i l y S t a r . P r o m i n e n t among the p u b l i s h e r s who w i s h e d 

t o encou rage a n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e and p u b l i s h i n g i n d u s t r y were 

J o h n L o v e l l ( M o n t r e a l ) , Samuel E. Dawson ( M o n t r e a l ) , Graeme M e r c e r 

Adam, B e l f o r d B r o t h e r s ( T o r o n t o ) , H u n t e r , Rose & Co. ( T o r o n t o ) , 

and W i l l i a m B r i g g s ( T o r o n t o ) . 

D e s p i t e i n d i v i d u a l v a r i a t i o n s i n l i t e r a r y t a s t e , t h e s e p e o p l e 

and t h e i r c o l l e a g u e s f o rmed a c o h e r e n t n a t i o n a l i s t i c and g e n e r a l l y 
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c o n s e r v a t i v e i n t e l l e c t u a l community q u i t e d e v o t e d t o e n c o u r a g i n g 

a d i s t i n c t i v e Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e . B u t even t h e most s i n c e r e 

d e d i c a t i o n c o u l d n o t overcome t h e o b s t a c l e s t o a v i t a l n a t i o n a l 

l i t e r a t u r e w h i c h were po sed by t h e weaknes se s o f Canad i an w r i t e r s , 

r e p r e s s i v e c o p y r i g h t l a w s , t h e demands o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i t e r a r y 

m a r k e t s , g e o g r a p h i c a l d i s u n i t y and g e n e r a l c u l t u r a l apathy;. 

The o p t i m i s m g e n e r a t e d by C o n f e d e r a t i o n was soon d i s p e l l e d by 

the economic d e p r e s s i o n o f 1876, w h i c h a f f e c t e d Canad i an c u l t u r a l 

l i f e by c a u s i n g t he b a n k r u p t c y o f Adam, S t e v e n s o n & Co. i n 1876, 

t h e r u i n o f t h e A m e r i c a n b r a n c h o f L o v e l l ' s f i r m i n 1877, t he 

demi se o f t h e New Domin ion M o n t h l y Magaz i ne i n 1878, and f o r c e d 

t he m e r g i n g o f t h e Canad i an M o n t h l y w i t h B e l f o r d ' s Magaz i ne 

i n 1878. By t h e 1 8 8 0 ' s i t a p p e a r e d t o c o n t e m p o r a r y o b s e r v e r s 

t h a t t he e conom i c d e p r e s s i o n was a ccompan ied by a g e n e r a l c u l t u r a l 

d e p r e s s i o n . To many c r i t i c s , who t r i e d t o p r o t e c t t h e i r c o u n t r y ' s 

v u l n e r a b i l i t y by o v e r l o o k i n g i t s h o s t i l i t y towards t h e a r t s and 

t he i n compe tence o f .many o f i t s w r i t e r s , t h e most o b v i o u s s i n g l e 

v i l l a i n was the I m p e r i a l C o p y r i g h t Law o f 1847. T h i s law was 

f r e q u e n t l y and v o c i f e r o u s l y a t t a c k e d by Graeme M e r c e r Adam and 

o t h e r s becau se " t h e anomalous s t a t e o f o u r c o p y r i g h t law r e p r e s s e s 

a l l n a t i v e p u b l i s h i n g e n t e r p r i s e , and r e t a r d s t h e deve l opmen t o f 

an i n d u s t r y w h i c h w o u l d have much t o do w i t h t he e d u c a t i o n a l 

and i n t e l l e c t u a l advancement o f t h e c o u n t r y , were t he t r a d e r e l i e v e d 
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f r o m t h e d i s a b i l i t i e s t h a t now trammel i t . " 

One o f t he main f u n c t i o n s o f t he c o p y r i g h t law was t o f o r b i d . 



t h e r e p r i n t i n g o f B r i t i s h books i n the c o l o n i e s , w h i l e a l l o w i n g 

the i m p o r t a t i o n o f Amer i c an r e p r i n t s i n t o Canada under a du t y 

o f 12%%. A t the t i m e i t was imposed the law seemed t o s a t i s f y 

C a n a d a ' s demand f o r cheap e d i t i o n s o f B r i t i s h books w h i l e 

p r o t e c t i n g t he r i g h t s o f the a u t h o r s . B u t i t s l o n g - t e r m e f f e c t s 

p r o v e d d i s a s t r o u s f o r the Canad ian p u b l i s h i n g i n d u s t r y and Canad ian 

w r i t e r s . Because no c o p y r i g h t agreement e x i s t e d between B r i t a i n 

and t he U n i t e d S t a t e s , Canad i an books were e a s i l y p i r a t e d by 

Ame r i c an p u b l i s h e r s . In e f f e c t the law p r o v i d e d more p r o t e c t i o n 

f o r A m e r i c a n w r i t e r s t han f o r C a n a d i a n s , s i n c e 

an Ame r i c an a u t h o r , by e s t a b l i s h i n g t e m p o r a r y r e s i d e n c e 
i n Canada and then s e n d i n g a few advance c o p i e s o f h i s 
l a t e s t book t o E n g l a n d f o r " f i r s t p u b l i c a t i o n , " c o u l d 
o b t a i n f u l l p r o t e c t i o n under the I m p e r i a l A c t a g a i n s t 
t he r e p r i n t i n g o f h i s work i n Canada. A Canad ian 
a u t h o r ' s c o p y r i g h t i n G r e a t B r i t a i n , however , was f o r ­
f e i t e d i f t h e o r i g i n a l f o r m o f p u b l i c a t i o n i n Canada 
was deemed t o be i n f e r i o r t o B r i t i s h s t a n d a r d s . 2 ° 

U n t i l 1911 t h e Canad i an government was p o w e r l e s s t o make o t h e r 

than m i n o r changes i n the l a w , and d u r i n g t he s econd h a l f o f the 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y t he e f f e c t o f the I m p e r i a l C o p y r i g h t Law was , 

as Graeme M e r c e r Adam p u t i t , t o " s u r r e n d e r t h e n a t i v e book -
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ma r ke t t o t he A m e r i c a n p u b l i s h e r . " To o b t a i n adequa te c o p y r i g h t 

p r o t e c t i o n , Canad i an w r i t e r s had t o p u b l i s h i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s 

o r E n g l a n d . D e p r i v e d o f t he l u c r a t i v e r e p r i n t i n d u s t r y and 

d e s e r t e d by Canad i an w r i t e r s , Canad i an p u b l i s h e r s depended f o r 

s u r v i v a l upon u t i l i t a r i a n i t e m s l i k e s c h o o l t e x t s , d i r e c t o r i e s , 

c hu r ch m a t e r i a l s and a lmanac s . 

S e v e r a l c l e v e r p u b l i s h e r s managed t o manoeuvre a r ound the 



l aw . B e l f o r d B r o s . - r e t a l i a t e d f o r a t ime by p r i n t i n g p i r a t e d 

e d i t i o n s o f Mark T w a i n ' s works and s e l l i n g them i n t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s be low A m e r i c a n p r i c e s , and John L o v e l l c i r c u m v e n t e d i t by 

s e t t i n g up a p r i n t i n g p l a n t a t Rouses P o i n t , New Y o r k , 
c l o s e t o t he Canad i an b o r d e r . By t h e e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
s t r a t a g e m o f h a v i n g h i s books p r i n t e d i n t he U.S.A. 
and t hen s e n d i n g advance c o p i e s t o London f o r " f i r s t 
p u b l i c a t i o n " L o v e l l ( l i k e a l l Ame r i c an p u b l i s h e r s ) 
was a b l e t o reap the b e n e f i t s o f I m p e r i a l C o p y r i g h t , 
o r by p a y i n g 12%% du ty he c o u l d i m p o r t and s e l l i n 
Canada h i s own r e p r i n t s o f B r i t i s h a u t h o r s . 3 0 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h i s i n g e n i o u s p r o c e d u r e b a c k f i r e d when L o v e l V s 

A m e r i c a n b r a n c h went b a n k r u p t i n 1877 w i t h o u t h a v i n g p r o p e r l y 

r e g i s t e r e d t he c o p y r i g h t f o r W i l l i a m K i r b y ' s The Go 1 deii Dog. 

When t he p l a t e s f e l l i n t o Amer i c an hands , K i r b y n e v e r o b t a i n e d 

h i s due r i g h t s and l o s t h i s r o y a l t i e s , the power t o c o n t r o l e d i t i o n 

o f t he t e x t , and t he i n c l i n a t i o n t o v e n t u r e f u r t h e r i n t o t he 
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t r e a c h e r o u s a r e n a o f Canad ian f i c t i o n . 

In a d d i t i o n t o u n f a v o u r a b l e c o p y r i g h t l a w s , Canad i an w r i t e r s 

had t o c o n t e n d w i t h a s m a l l and u n r e c e p t i v e home m a r k e t . As 

G o l d w i n S m i t h v i e w e d the s i t u a t i o n i n 1894, C a n a d a ' s p o o r l i t e r a r y 

s how ing was c au sed by a d v e r s e e conom ic and g e o g r a p h i c a l c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s combined w i t h the p r a g m a t i c a t t i t u d e o f i t s c i t i z e n s : 

A w r i t e r i n O n t a r i o has h a r d l y any f i e l d o u t s i d e h i s 
own P r o v i n c e . • Quebec, s a v i n g the B r i t i s h q u a r t e r o f 
M o n t r e a l and t h e B r i t i s h remnant i n Quebec c i t y , a f f o r d s 
h im none. The re i s v e r y l i t t l e chance o f h i s r e a c h i n g 
beyond Quebec t o t h e M a r i t i m e P r o v i n c e s . On t he o t h e r 
s i d e n e i t h e r M a n i t o b a n o r t he T e r r i t o r i e s have as y e t 
much o f a r e a d i n g p u b l i c , and B r i t i s h Co l umb i a i s 
i n a n o t h e r w o r l d . O n t a r i o i s h i s s o l e c o n s t i t u e n c y , 
and O n t a r i o i s a f a r m i n g P r o v i n c e w i t h l i t t l e o v e r 
two m i l l i o n s o f p e o p l e ; w h i l e among the w e a l t h y c l a s s 



r e a d i n g i s n o t v e r y much t he f a s h i o n n o r a r e l i b r a r i e s 
v e r y o f t e n s e e n . 

M o r e o v e r , a w r i t e r w i t h any chance o f s u c c e s s w o u l d o b v i o u s l y 

head f o r g r e e n e r p a s t u r e s : 

A w r i t e r o f mark a p p e a r i n g i n O n t a r i o , s t i l l more one 
a p p e a r i n g i n any o f t he m i n o r P r o v i n c e s , w o u l d seek 
t h e l a r g e r ma r ke t o f E n g l a n d , t h a t o f t he U n i t e d S t a t e s , 
o r b o t h . F o r t he E n g l i s h ma r ke t p u b l i c a t i o n i n a 
c o l o n y i s a g r e a t d i s a d v a n t a g e . From t h e A m e r i c a n 
m a r k e t the Canad i an w r i t e r i s p r a c t i c a l l y e x c l u d e d 
•unless he p u b l i s h e s i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s , s i n c e he 
c a n n o t have A m e r i c a n c o p y r i g h t i f he p r i n t s h e r e . 3 2 

A f t e r abou t 1875 most c u l t u r a l c r i t i c s r e g r e t f u l l y n o t e d 

Canada ' s l i m i t e d l i t e r a r y a c h i e v e m e n t , b u t l i k e G o l d w i n Sm i th 

few were a b l e t o f i n d s p e c i f i c causes a p a r t f r o m the o b v i o u s 

p rob lems o f c o p y r i g h t and a s m a l l p o p u l a t i o n p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h 

i t s m a t e r i a l w e l f a r e . In 1875 James D o u g l a s , J r . , ' P r e s i d e n t - -

o f t he L i t e r a r y and H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y o f Quebec, was f o r c e d t o 

acknowledge the f a l l a c y o f the p o p u l a r a s s umpt i on t h a t m a t e r i a l 

p r o g r e s s w o u l d b r i n g a b o u t c u l t u r a l p r o g r e s s . A d d r e s s i n g the 

S o c i e t y on "The I n t e l l e c t u a l P r o g r e s s o f Canada d u r i n g t he L a s t 

F i f t y Y e a r s , and t he P r e s e n t S t a t e o f i t s L i t e r a t u r e , " Doug las 

c o n c l u d e d t h a t " o u r i n t e l l e c t u a l a c q u i r e m e n t s have n o t k e p t pace 
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w i t h t h e g rowth i n m a t e r i a l w e a l t h o f o u r c o u n t r y . " A s i m i l a r . ; 

t one o f d i s a p p o i n t m e n t c o l o u r e d The Week ' s 1892 r e v i e w o f R o l f 

B o l d r e w o o d ' s Neve rmore , i n w h i c h t h e w r i t e r e n v i o u s l y d e c l a r e d , 

"Wou ld t h a t Canada c o u l d p r oduce a n o v e l i s t who c o u l d i m p a r t t o 

o u r l i t e r a t u r e t h e d i s t i n c t i o n w h i c h t h i s a b l e a u t h o r has g i v e n 
34 

t o t h a t o f o u r s i s t e r c o l o n y , A u s t r a l i a . 
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S e v e r a l a r t i c l e s p u b l i s h e d i n The Week i n t h e 1 8 8 0 ' s r e v e a l 

t h a t Graeme M e r c e r Adam and S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan - - whose o p i n i o n s 

r e g a r d i n g t h e a c c e p t a b l e forms and f u n c t i o n s o f l i t e r a t u r e d i f f e r e d 

c o n s i d e r a b l y - - f o u n d t h e m s e l v e s i n o c c a s i o n a l agreement r e g a r d i n g 

Canada ' s a p p a r e n t i n d i f f e r e n c e towards i t s c u l t u r a l d e ve l opmen t . 

A c c o r d i n g t o Duncan, t he r ea son s why "We a r e s t i l l an e m i n e n t l y 

u n l i t e r a r y p e o p l e " o r i g i n a t e d i n t he c o u n t r y ' s c o l o n i a l s t a t u s 

and a t t i t u d e : 

A s p i r i t o f d e p r e c i a t i o n o f such f a i n t s t i r r i n g s o f 
l i t e r a r y l i f e as we have amongst us a t p r e s e n t has 
o f t e n been remarked i n C a n a d i a n s , a t endency t o n i p 
f o r t h - p u t t i n g buds by contemptuous c ompa r i s on w i t h 
t he f u l l - b l o w n p r o d u c t i o n o f o t h e r l a n d s , where 
c o n d i t i o n s a r e more f a v o u r a b l e t o l i t e r a r y e f f l o r e s c e n c e . 
T h i s i s a d i s t i n c t l y c o l o n i a l t r a i t ; and i n o u r 
c h a r a c t e r as c o l o n i s t s we f i n d the r o o t o f a l l o u r 
s i n s o f ommi s s i on i n l e t t e r s . 3 5 

Bu t Duncan a l s o warned a g a i n s t f o s t e r i n g a c o l o n i a l a t t i t u d e 

w h i c h e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y g r e e t e d a l l n a t i v e l i t e r a r y p r o d u c t i o n s 

w i t h o u t a p p l y i n g any s t a n d a r d s o f l i t e r a r y q u a l i t y : 

Our c o l o n i a l s t a t u s , o u r c o m p a r a t i v e p o v e r t y , o u r y o u t h , 
a r e a l l o w e d t o p l e a d f o r us when t hey a l l s h o u l d be 
s i l e n t . We h e a r t o o o f t e n " I t i s v e r y w e l l , c o n s i d e r i n g . " 
L e t i t be v e r y w e l l , a b s o l u t e l y , n o t r e l a t i v e l y , o r 
l e t i t n o t be a t a l l - - a t l e a s t l e t us n o t , h e a r a b o u t 
i t . Judgment i s n o t p a s s e d on o u r c a t t l e o r o u r wheat 
w i t h c h a r i t y , n o r payment made f o r them w i t h l i b e r a l i t y 
becau se t h e y a r e " r e a l l y b e t t e r t h a n m i g h t be e x p e c t e d , " 
and t he f e e b l e e f f o r t s o f a c o u n t r y t h r e e hund red y e a r s 
o l d ought t o be " e n c o u r a g e d . " N e i t h e r s h o u l d c r i t i c i s m 
o f o u r books be made on t h a t p r i n c i p l e . Our t endency 
t o o v e r p r a i s e o u r own p r o d u c t i o n s and t o l i s t e n com­
p l a c e n t l y w h i l e t h e S p e c t a t o r o r t he Athenaeum chucks 
us p a t r o n i z i n g l y under t h e c h i n and comp l imen t s us f o r 
l e a r n i n g o u r A . B . C . ' s i s w o r k i n g t h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f a 
n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e , and i n s t e a d o f b e i n g f o s t e r e d s h o u l d 
be s t e r n l y r e p r e s s e d . 3 ° 
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In t h i s c a l l f o r l i t e r a r y s t a n d a r d s Duncan was r e p l y i n g t o Graeme 

M e r c e r Adam, who a t t r i b u t e d C a n a d a ' s l i t e r a r y p o v e r t y s o l e l y t o 

c o p y r i g h t d i f f i c u l t i e s and the c o u n t r y ' s l a c k o f n a t i o n a l s p i r i t . 

In The Week, Adam a t t a c k e d Canada ' s u n r e c e p t i v e l i t e r a r y a t t i t u d e 

i n a s e r i e s o f a r t i c l e s a p p r o p r i a t e l y t i t l e d "An I n t e r r e g n u m 
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i n L i t e r a t u r e , " " N a t i v e L i t e r a t u r e and the S c o f f i n g s p i r i t , " 

39 
" N a t i o n a l i s m and t he L i t e r a r y S p i r i t , " and " L i t e r a t u r e , N a t i o n a l -
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i t y and the T a r i f f . " In h i s 1889 a n a l y s i s o f " R e t a r d i n g I n f l u e n c e s 

on Canad i an L i t e r a t u r e " Adam a s s a i l e d Canada ' s l i t e r a r y s l u g g i s h ­

ness by a t t e m p t i n g t o awaken a s en se o f n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y and 

p r i d e : 

L i t e r a t u r e , u n h a p p i l y , has had more t o c o n t e n d w i t h 
i n mak ing way i n Canada than c o l o n i a l i s m and the 
i n d i f f e r e n c e o f a p e o p l e a b s o r b e d i n the s t r u g g l e f o r 
m a t e r i a l g a i n s . Not o n l y has t h e r e been i n some 
p r o m i n e n t q u a r t e r s a l a c k o f sympathy w i t h t h e a ims 
and a ch i e vemen t s o f n a t i v e w r i t e r s , b u t a s p i r i t o f 
d e t r a c t i o n has f r e q u e n t l y d i s p l a y e d i t s e l f i n r e f e r r i n g 
t o the p r o d u c t o f t he Canad i an i n t e l l e c t , and a P h i l i s t i n e 
r e p u d i a t i o n t h a t any l i t e r a r y good has come o r can soon 
come o u t o f t h e Canad ian N a z a r e t h . ^ ' 

The f o l l o w i n g y e a r Adam h i n t e d t h a t Canada ' s i n f e r i o r p o l i t i c a l 

p o s i t i o n was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t s i n f e r i o r l i t e r a r y s i t u a t i o n 

when he commented t h a t 

the l i t e r a t u r e o f dependency c anno t have the q u a l i t i e s 
o f s t r e n g t h o r o f f l a v o u r w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e t h a t o f 
a n a t i o n . The h i s t o r y o f c o l o n i e s , i t has been s a i d , 
i s s e l dom w r i t t e n and n e v e r r e a d . The same, i t i s 
t o be f e a r e d , i s t r u e o f t h e i r l i t e r a t u r e . ^ 2 

In a t t r i b u t i n g Canada ' s l i t e r a r y p rob lems t o the c o u n t r y ' s s u b o r d i n a t e 

p o l i t i c a l s t a t u s Adam was i n f a c t e c h o i n g the o p i n i o n o f Go l dw in 

S m i t h , who had a s k e d i n 1880, 
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What dependency e v e r had a l i t e r a t u r e ? The who l e h i s t o r y 
o f mind shows us t h a t t h e r e i s a c l o s e c o n n e c t i o n 
between the i n t e l l e c t u a l f r u i t f u l n e s s o f agna t i on and 
i t s g e n e r a l l i f e . The s t i r r i n g s o f l i t e r a r y a c t i v i t y 
appea red i n t h i s c o u n t r y s i m u l t a n e o u s l y w i t h a f a i n t 
b e a t i n g o f t he p u l s e o f n a t i o n a l i t y . 

T h a t Canada ' s weak l i t e r a r y p e r f o r m a n c e and l a c k o f c u l t u r a l 

s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e d e r i v e d f r o m the c o u n t r y ' s " c o l o n i a l c o n d i t i o n " 

was v o i c e d a g a i n n e a r t he end o f the c e n t u r y by John George 

B o u r i n o t : 

L i t e r a r y s t i m u l u s seems t o be more o r l e s s w a n t i n g 
i n a c o l o n y where t h e r e i s . i n some q u a r t e r s a want 
o f s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e i n o u r s e l v e s and o u r i n s t i t u t i o n s , 
a r i s i n g f r o m t h a t s en se o f dependency and h a b i t o f 
i m i t a t i o n and b o r r o w i n g f r om o t h e r s t h a t i s a n e c e s s i t y 
o f a c o l o n i a l c o n d i t i o n . The t endency o f i n s u f f i c i e n t 
s e l f - a s s e r t i o n i s t o cramp i n t e l l e c t u a l e x e r t i o n . 
When we see i n the Domin ion g e n e r a l l y l e s s o f t h a t 
p r o v i n c i a l i s m w h i c h means a na r r ownes s o f men ta l v i s i o n 
on t h e p a r t o f ou r l i t e r a r y a s p i r a n t s , and p r e v e n t s 
Canad i an a u t h o r s f r o m r e a c h i n g a l a r g e r a u d i e n c e i n 
o t h e r c o u n t r i e s , we s h a l l r i s e s u p e r i o r t o t ho se weak ­
nes se s o f o u r i n t e l l e c t u a l c h a r a c t e r w h i c h now impede 
o u r menta l d e ve l opmen t , and s h a l l be a b l e t o g i v e l a r g e r 
s cope t o what o r i g i n a l and i m a g i n a t i v e gen i u s may 
e x i s t among o u r p e o p l e . 

The d i s c o u r a g i n g o p i n i o n s o f B o u r i n o t , S m i t h , Adam and Duncan 

were no t a l l o w e d t o go u n c h a l l e n g e d . In 1888, i n t he f i r s t vo lume 

o f the DOmi h i on I I1 us t r a t e d Week ly t h e r e appea red an a r t i c l e 

d e p l o r i n g the f a c t t h a t 

Some s i n g u l a r p e o p l e a re d i s p o s e d t o q u e s t i o n the f a c t 
o f t h i s improvement I i n Canad i an l e t t e r s ] and one o r 
two w r i t e r s have been so ventu resome as t o deny t h a t 
t h e r e was s uch a t h i n g as Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e a t a l l . 
Of c o u r s e t h e r e i s no a r g u i n g w i t h such p e o p l e , no 
more than t h e r e i s any use i n h e e d i n g the c r o a k e r s who 
a r e e v e r l a s t i n g l y b e l i t t l i n g t he m a t e r i a l p r o s p e r i t y 
o f t h i s c o u n t r y , and t he q u a l i t y o f i t s i n s t i t u t i o n s . 
I n d e e d , one f a c t o r e x p l a i n s the o t h e r . Canad ian l i t e r a t u r e 



t h e r e i s p r e c i s e l y becau se t he c o u n t r y i s d o i n g w e l l , 
g i v i n g t he o p p o r t u n i t y t o t he a u t h o r t o w r i t e and 
means t o the r e a d e r t o encou rage t he works o f h i s c o u n t r y 
men. One t h i n g i s c e r t a i m — t h a t we have done v e r y 
w e l l , i n the p a s t decade ' , and t h a t the o u t l o o k f o r t he 
f u t u r e i s s p e c i a l l y b r i g h t . ^ 

By t h e end o f the c e n t u r y i t was e v i d e n t t h a t t h i s b r i g h t f u t u r e 

had f a d e d w i t h o u t s p a r k i n g g r e a t c u l t u r a l v i t a l i t y . In 1899 

R o b e r t B a r r l a u n c h e d one o f t he b i t t e r e s t a t t a c k s on Canad ian 

c u l t u r a l apa thy e v e r - t o appea r i n p r i n t . A hack n o v e l i s t and 

j o u r n a l i s t , B a r r was h i m s e l f a p r ime example o f what Adam had 

c a l l e d the " l i t e r a r y e xodu s " o f C anada ' s " b r a i n s and pen s " and 

"hopes and h e a r t s " t o the l a r g e r and more h o s p i t a b l e l i t e r a r y 
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ma rke t s o f E n g l a n d and t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . W r i t i n g n o t i n the 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d s t y l e o f The Week (wh i ch was by then d e f u n c t ) , 

b u t i n a b l u n t , d o w n - t o - e a r t h manner a p p r o p r i a t e t o the more 

p o p u l a r t one o f t he Canad iah M a g a z i n e , B a r r showed l i t t l e mercy 

f o r Canad i an P h i l i s t i n i s m : 
A p o l o g i s t s f o r the Domin ion have s a i d t h a t l i f e i n 
Canada i s s t r e n u o u s ; t h a t t h e r e i s t he i n e v i t a b l e s t r u g g l 
i n c o n q u e r i n g a new c o u n t r y ; t h a t money i s s c a r c e and 
t h a t books a r e n o t a n e c e s s i t y . Is t h i s t r u e ? Is i t 
l a c k o f money t h a t makes Canada so p o o r a book ma rke t ? 
Or i s i t because Canad i an s a r e n o t a r e a d i n g p e o p l e ? 
. . . The b a l d t r u t h i s t h a t Canada has t he money, 
b u t w o u l d r a t h e r spend i t on w h i s k e y than on book s . 
I t p r e f e r s t o i n f l a m e i t s s tomach than i n f o r m i t s 
b r a i n . . . . What chance has Canada, t h e n , o f r a i s i n g 
a : S i r W a l t e r S c o t t ? I m a i n t a i n t h a t she has b u t v e r y 
l i t t l e c h a n c e , because she w o n ' t pay the money, and 
money i s t he r o o t o f a l l l i t e r a t u r e . The new S i r 
W a l t e r S c o t t i s p r o b a b l y t r a m p i n g t he s t r e e t s o f 
T o r o n t o t o - d a y , l o o k i n g v a i n l y f o r s o m e t h i n g t o do. 
Bu t T o r o n t o wi11 r e c o g n i z e h im when he comes back f r om 
New Yo rk o r London , and w i l l g i v e h im a d i n n e r when he 
d o e s n 1 t need i t . ^ 7 
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B a r r ' s a n g e r a r o u s e d the s y m p a t h i e s o f W a l t e r James B rown, who 

a t t r i b u t e d Canada ' s c u l t u r a l s t a g n a t i o n t o i t s h i s t o r y o f " i n ­

t e n s e c o n s e r v a t i s m . " In t he l a s t y e a r o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

Brown i n f o r m e d h i s f e l l o w Canad i an s t h a t "We s h o u l d cease t o 

b i n d o u r minds w i t h the c a s i n g s o f a n t i q u i t y , we s h o u l d c u t 

l o o s e f r om p r e j u d i c e , na r rownes s and p r o v i n c i a l i s m , and become 

a l i v e t o t he demands and o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f o u r c o u n t r y and o u r 

t i m e . " 4 8 

D u r i n g t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , c u l t u r a l c r i t i c s u s u a l l y 

i d e n t i f i e d the o b s t a c l e s t o Canada ' s l i t e r a r y deve l opment as t he 

c o u n t r y ' s p i o n e e r and c o l o n i a l c o n d i t i o n , t he d i f f i c u l t i e s imposed 

by c o p y r i g h t l a w s , and c u l t u r a l apa thy p a r t l y due t o a n e c e s s a r y 

p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h m a t e r i a l p r o g r e s s . A s t u t e o b s e r v e r s l i k e 

S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan and John George B o u r i n o t a r r i v e d a t j u d g ­

ments c l o s e t o a m i d - t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y p o i n t o f v i ew when t hey 

d e c r i e d t h e i r c o u n t r y ' s p r o v i n c i a l i s m and l a c k o f l i t e r a r y 

s t a n d a r d s . W h i l e t h e s e imped iment s a f f e c t e d a l l forms o f a r t i s t i c 

e n d e a v o u r , the c r i t i c who examines n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p e r i o d i c a l s 

w i l l d i s c o v e r t h a t t h e g rowth o f t h e Canad ian n o v e l was h i n d e r e d 

by two a d d i t i o n a l p r o b l e m s . These p rob lems s u r f a c e i n most o f 

t h e f i c t i o n and c r i t i c i s m o f f i c t i o n w r i t t e n i n V i c t o r i a n Canada , , 

a l t h o u g h t h e i r i m p o r t a n c e was s e l d o m e l a b o r a t e d by n i n e t e e n t h -

c e n t u r y commentators who u s u a l l y l o o k e d f o r e x t e r n a l r e a s o n s , 

l i k e c o p y r i g h t and e c o n o m i c s , t o e x p l a i n Canada ' s d i f f i c u l t y i n 

e s t a b l i s h i n g a n a t i o n a l v o i c e i n f i c t i o n . Imbedded w i t h i n Canada ' s 

s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s and c o l o n i a l v i e w p o i n t were w i d e s p r e a d 
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s u s p i c i o n o f t h e v a l i d i t y o f f i c t i o n as a l i t e r a r y mode, and an 

u n d e r c u r r e n t o f d oub t r e g a r d i n g t h e v a l i d i t y o f Canada as a 

l o c a t i o n f o r f i c t i o n . V i c t o r i a n C a n a d a ' s f a i l u r e t o p r o d u c e 

more t h a n a s m a l l h a n d f u l o f n o v e l i s t s and s h o r t s t o r y w r i t e r s 

whose work r i s e s above t h e l e v e l o f m e d i o c r e m a r k e t l i t e r a t u r e 

was due n o t j u s t t o t h e l i m i t e d t a l e n t s o f t h o s e C a n a d i a n s who d i d 

a t t e m p t t o w r i t e p r o s e f i c t i o n , b u t a l s o t o i n t e r n a l c u l t u r a l 

a t t i t u d e s w h i c h r e g a r d e d t h e n o v e l as an i n f e r i o r f o r m o f l i t e r a t u r e 

and d i s c o u r a g e d s e r i o u s i n n o v a t i o n . B e f o r e w r i t e r s c o u l d b e g i n 

t o e s t a b l i s h t h e Canad i an n o v e l as a s i g n i f i c a n t l i t e r a r y v e n t u r e , 

t h e y had t o overcome t h e p r e j u d i c e s w h i c h t h e y s h a r e d w i t h t h e i r 

communi ty . W i t h a few i m p o r t a n t e x c e p t i o n s , n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

Canad i an s d i d no t want t h e i r f i c t i o n t o a im above t h e l e v e l o f 

e n t e r t a i n i n g p o p u l a r r omance , and q u e s t i o n e d w h e t h e r Canada , as 

a new c o u n t r y , c o u l d p o s s i b l y equa l t h e O l d Wor l d as a l o c a t i o n 

f o r t h i s k i n d o f l i t e r a t u r e . 
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CHAPTER I I 

THE VALIDITY OF FICTION 

D u r i n g t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , Canad i an c r i t i c i s m o f p r o s e 

f i c t i o n r e f l e c t e d many o f t h e d i s p u t e s w h i c h e a r l i e r i n E n g l a n d 

had accompan ied t h e n o v e l ' s s t r u g g l e f o r a c c e p t a n c e as a v a l i d 

l i t e r a r y f o r m . In t h e mothe r c o u n t r y a rguments a g a i n s t t h e n o v e l 

were many. As a r e l a t i v e newcomer t o t h e l i t e r a r y a r e n a , i t l a c k e d 

t h e s a n c t i o n o f c l a s s i c a l p r e c e d e n t . As a s p e c i e s o f f i c t i o n a l 

c r e a t i v i t y , i t f r e q u e n t l y a r o u s e d t h e s u s p i c i o n s o f t h e g r o w i n g 

m i d d l e c l a s s e s whose u t i l i t a r i a n , e v a n g e l i c a l b i a s e n c o u r a g e d 

d i s t r u s t o f i m a g i n a t i v e s e l f - i n d u l g e n c e . When t h e s i z e o f t h e 

r e a d i n g p u b l i c d r a m a t i c a l l y expanded a t t h e end o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y and t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h , t h e r e s u l t i n g r i f t 

between s e r i o u s and p o p u l a r l i t e r a t u r e i n c r e a s e d t h e p o p u l a r 

n o v e l ' s r e p u t a t i o n as a debased l i t e r a r y f o r m . 

In V i c t o r i a n Canada , t h e c o u n t r y ' s i n t e l l e c t u a l l e a d e r s 

were f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e common arguments f o r and a g a i n s t t h e n o v e l . 

On t h e who le t h e y echoed t h e i r B r i t i s h p r e d e c e s s o r s , t r a n s f e r r i n g 

t o a C a n a d i a n c o n t e x t t h e d i s p u t e s documented by John T i n n o n 

T a y l o r i n h i s s t u d y o f E a r l y O p p o s i t i o n t o t h e E n g l i s h N o v e l l 

36 
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Canad ian l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m r e v e a l s a s p e c t r u m o f a t t i t u d e s ( a l l 

t i n t e d c o n s e r v a t i v e ) v a r y i n g f r o m a b s o l u t e a b h o r r e n c e o f the n o v e l , 

t o r e s t r a i n e d a t t r a c t i o n t o i t , t o q u a l i f i e d j u s t i f i c a t i o n o f 

p r o s e f i c t i o n as a v e h i c l e f o r moral e d u c a t i o n o r as a p l e a s i n g 

means t o " w h i l e away an i d l e h o u r , o r f i l l up t he b l a n k s o f a 

wet d a y . " U n l i k e B r i t a i n , Canada c o n t a i n e d no b a l a n c i n g body 

o f e n l i g h t e n e d c r i t i c s and r e a d e r s t o f o s t e r g r e a t , i n n o v a t i v e 

n o v e l i s t s . Canad i an c r i t i c s a cknow ledged the tremendous power 

o f p r o s e f i c t i o n t o s e i z e the i m a g i n a t i o n , a r o u s e t he e m o t i o n s , 

and c o n s c i o u s l y o r s u b c o n s c i o u s l y pe r s uade t h e r e a d e r . They 

d readed t he abuse o f t h i s power by u n s c r u p u l o u s w r i t e r s , and 

d o l e f u l l y wa rned a g a i n s t the d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t s o f a d d i c t i o n 

t o n o v e l - r e a d i n g upon the mo ra l s and i n d u s t r y o f an i n f a n t n a t i o n . 

Arguments f o r and a g a i n s t p o p u l a r f i c t i o n f o c u s s e d on i t s u s e f u l ­

ness f o r mora l and f a c t u a l e d u c a t i o n , i t s r o l e i n d e v e l o p i n g 

a n a t i o n a l c u l t u r e , and i t s v a l u e as e a r n e d r e l a x a t i o n . W i t h i n 

t h i s g e n e r a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e f ramework t h e r e o c c u r r e d many v a r i a t i o n s 

o f o p i n i o n as c r i t i c s and e d i t o r s d e f i n e d mora l and e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

v a l u e s i n d i f f e r e n t way s , and o c c a s i o n a l l y e x p r e s s e d q u i t e d i v e r ­

g e n t v iews abou t c e r t a i n books o r a u t h o r s . 

From a c h r o n o l o g i c a l p o i n t o f v i ew the arguments f o r and 

a g a i n s t p r o s e f i c t i o n changed t o a c e r t a i n e x t e n t d u r i n g t h e 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , b u t i n C e n t r a l Canada and t h e M a r i t i m e s 

t h e r e r ema ined c o n s t a n t a s t r e a m o f e d u c a t e d and i n f l u e n t i a l c r i t i c s 

who e x c l u d e d t he n o v e l f r o m the h i g h e r rea lms o f l i t e r a t u r e . 
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In 1824, the Canad ian Review and L i t e r a r y and H i s t o r i c a l J o u r n a l 

d e f i n e d l i t e r a t u r e as " t h e s t u d y and knowledge o f the l a n g u a g e s , 

3 

o f P o e t r y , o f H i s t o r y , and o f P h i l o s o p h y . " Through t he r e m a i n d e r 

o f t he c e n t u r y t h o s e w i t h c o n s e r v a t i v e l i t e r a r y t a s t e s c o n t i n u e d 

t o l i m i t " l i t e r a t u r e " t o p h i l o s o p h y , p o e t r y and h i s t o r y . In 

1848 W . P . C . , a f r e q u e n t c o n t r i b u t o r t o t he L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d , 

announced t h a t " H i s t o r y i s t he h i g h e s t and n o b l e s t s p e c i e s o f 

4 
l i t e r a t u r e . " The P r o v i n c i a l , o r H a l i f a x M o n t h l y Magaz ine 

a l l o w e d s c i e n c e and p h i l o s o p h y t o j o i n h i s t o r y when i t r ema r ked : 

L i k e the f r u i t and l i g h t e r m a t t e r s a t d i n n e r , a romance 
i s o c c a s i o n a l l y a c c e p t a b l e ; b u t as s o l i d s a r e n e c e s s a r y 
t o man ' s p h y s i c a l s t r e n g t h , i n as g r e a t a deg ree does 
h i s i n t e l l e c t u a l s y s t e m r e q u i r e good l i t e r a r y f o o d - -
a c o u r s e o f s t u d y c a l c u l a t e d t o i n t e r e s t and s t r e n g t h e n 
the m i n d , such as i s a f f o r d e d by s c i e n c e , h i s t o r y , o r 
p h i l o s o p h y , b u t n e v e r by t he c o n t e n t s o f a b a s e l e s s 
n o v e l . 5 

As l a t e as 1894 t h i s d i s p a r a g e m e n t o f f i c t i o n was p e r p e t u a t e d by 

C h a r l e s M a i r , who opened a d i s c u s s i o n o f Canad ian l i t e r a t u r e 

by d e c l a r i n g t h a t " B y t h e t e r m L i t e r a t u r e y o u mean, o f c o u r s e , 

p o e t r y . " In the o p e n i n g p a r a g r a p h o f h i s Headwater s o f Canad ian  

L i t e r a t u r e ( 1 9 2 4 ) , one o f the f i r s t t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y c r i t i c a l 

h i s t o r i e s o f Canad ian w r i t i n g , A r c h i b a l d MacMechan f o l l o w e d 

M a i r by d e f i n i n g l i t e r a t u r e as " p o e t r y i n a l l i t s b r a n c h e s . " 7 

T h i s r e s t r i c t i v e p o i n t o f v i ew may have o r i g i n a t e d i n Canada ' s 

e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y h e r i t a g e . One o f i t s e a r l i e s t e x p r e s s i o n s 

appea red i n 1790, when the Nova S c o t i a Magaz ine o b s e r v e d o f 

C h a r l o t t e S m i t h ' s E t h e l i n d e (1788?) t h a t 
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t o wade t h r ough f i v e c o p i o u s volumes o f f i c t i t i o u s , 
and somet imes i m p r o b a b l y n a r r a t i v e , n e i t h e r a n i m a t e d 
w i t h any m o r a l , n o r g l o w i n g w i t h s e n t i m e n t , i s a t o i l 
w h i c h i s n o t compensated by any b e a u t i e s o f l anguage 
o r r ewa rded by any v a r i e t i e s o f c h a r a c t e r , o r p i c t u r e s 
o f f a s h i o n a b l e d i s s i p a t i o n . Improvement i s t he o b j e c t 
o f e v e r y s e n s i b l e r e a d e r ; and where t h i s i s n o t t o 
be e x p e c t e d , the c o n t e m p l a t i v e m i n d , however s p u r r e d 
on by c u r i o s i t y , w i l l n o t be much d e l i g h t e d w i t h a 
r o m a n t i c t a l e and l o n g - d r a w n s cenes o f d i s t r e s s , w h i c h , 
however they r ou se t he p a s s i o n s , n e i t h e r m e l i o r a t e the 
h e a r t n o r i n c r e a s e the s t o r e s o f know ledge . 

D i s a p p r o v a l o f f i c t i o n was c a r r i e d i n t o the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

i n the Canad i an Rev iew and L i t e r a r y and H i s t o r i c a l J o u r n a l ' s 

n o t i c e o f J u l i a C a t h e r i n e B e c k w i t h H a r t ' s : S t . 1 U r s u l a ' s Convent 

( 1 8 2 4 ) . The f i r s t n o v e l by a n a t i v e C a n a d i a n , i t s r e c e p t i o n 

i n d i c a t e s t he k i n d o f l i t e r a t u r e c r i t i c s wan ted t o encou rage 

i n the Canadas. D a v i d C h i s h o l m e , e d i t o r o f t he Canad ian Rev i ew , 

had p r e v i o u s l y announced i n t he Canadi an Magaz i ne and L i t e r a r y  

R e p o s i t o r y h i s p r e f e r e n c e f o r " t h e s u b s t a n t i a l r e a l i t i e s o f a 

v i r t u o u s e d u c a t i o n , o f p r u d e n t h a b i t s , and u s e f u l l e a r n i n g t o 
g 

the e v a n e s c e n t c o l o u r i n g s o f modern p o l i t e l i t e r a t u r e . " In 

the Canad i an Rev iew Ch i s ho lme c a n d i d l y a d m i t t e d t h a t he had 

b o t h e r e d w i t h - S t . t U r s u l a ' s Convent o n l y becau se i t was " t h e 

f i r s t n a t i v e n o v e l t h a t e v e r a p p e a r e d i n C a n a d a . " I U W h i l e he 

acknow ledged t h a t f i c t i o n was " t h e most a l l u r i n g o f a l l s p e c i e s 

o f c o m p o s i t i o n , " he r e f u s e d t o a c c o r d i t any l a s t i n g v a l u e : 

We mus t , i n the f i r s t p l a c e p r e m i s e , t h a t we have n o t 
y e t a r r i v e d a t a s a t i s f a c t o r y c o n v i c t i o n o f t he u t i l i t y 
o f n o v e l w r i t i n g , e s p e c i a l l y o f t h o s e l i g h t , a m a t o r y , 
and r o m a n t i c t a l e s w h i c h , under t h i s t i t l e a r e d a i l y 
i s s u i n g f r om t h e p r e s s . . . and t h a t u n t i l t h a t i s t he 
c a s e , we c a n n o t h e l p t h i n k i n g , t h a t t h e g e n i u s and t a l e n t s 



o f young w r i t e r s , o f b o t h s e x e s , m i gh t be a p p l i e d t o 
much g r e a t e r advantage t o t h e m s e l v e s and o t h e r s i n 
commencing t h e i r l a b o u r s , by p u r s u i n g some.more s e r i o u s 
and i m p o r t a n t c o u r s e i n l i t e r a t u r e than f i c t i o n . 1 ' 

C h i s ho lme conceded t h a t f i c t i o n c o u l d be a c c e p t a b l e and even 

u s e f u l i f i t was "made s u b s e r v i e n t t o the h i g h e s t s e n t i m e n t s o f 

m o r a l i t y and v i r t u e . " B u t he wondered wha t a t t r a c t i o n f i c t i o n 

h e l d when a l l t h a t was t r u l y v a l u a b l e was t o be f o u n d i n abundance 

i n t h e r e a l w o r l d : 

In t h e a c t u a l o c c u r r e n c e s o f l i f e t h e r e i s a n a t u r a l 
b e a u t y , as w e l l as a mora l p r i n c i p l e w h i c h t he i n v e n t i o n 
o f t h e h i g h e s t g en i u s can n e v e r e q u a l ; and i n r e f l e c t i n g 
upon them, a f e e l i n g and generous m i n d , i s o f t e n s t r u c k 
w i t h awe and v e n e r a t i o n a t t he happy o r u n f o r t u n a t e 
r e s u l t s t o w h i c h t h e y l e a d i n human a f f a i r s . As the 
r e c o l l e c t i o n o f t he se a r e as u s e f u l and i m p o r t a n t f o r 
t he p r e s e r v a t i o n o f s o c i a l a m p a t r i o t i c f e e l i n g s , as 
t h e w o r s h i p p i n g o f t h e i r h o u s e h o l d gods by t h e a n c i e n t s , 
we c o u l d w i s h t h a t a l l y o u n g pe r s on s a s p i r i n g t o t h e 
e n v i a b l e rank o f a u t h o r s h i p , i n s t e a d o f d i s t r a c t i n g 
t h e i r minds f o r the pu rpo se o f d r a w i n g an u n n a t u r a l 
and i n s i p i d p i c t u r e o f human i t y by means o f a t a l e o f 
f a n c y i n t he f o r m o f a n o v e l , w o u l d a p p l y t h e m s e l v e s 
w i t h a s s i d u i t y t o c o l l e c t t h e s c a t t e r e d f ragments , o f 
what may have happened i n r e a l . l i f e , and by c o m b i n i n g 
them w i t h t ho se s cene s o f r u r a l b e a u t y o f w h i c h n a t u r e 

' h a s , a l m o s t , i n e v e r y c o u n t r y , been so p r o f u s e , p r e s e n t 
them t o ou r v i ew i n t h e unas suming garb o f f a c t s , w h i c h 
must i n e v i t a b l y l e a d t o some mora l d e d u c t i o n . " 

Out o f h i s p r e f e r e n c e f o r f a c t C h i s h o l m e a d v i s e d M i s s B e c k w i t h 

t o t u r n t o h i s t o r y , and he c o n c l u d e d h i s r e v i e w by o f f e r i n g t o 

s end h e r a copy o f the " H i s t o r y o f the B r i t i s h Amer i c an C o l o n i e s . " 

Not a l l c r i t i c s s h a r e d C h i s h o l m e ' s v i e w s , f o r a t l e a s t one 

p r e - V i c t o r i a n Canad i an j o u r n a l was w i l l i n g t o r e c o g n i z e t he 

l e g i t i m a c y o f i m a g i n a t i v e p r o s e f i c t i o n so l o n g as i t c o n t a i n e d 

" b e a u t y and p h i l o s o p h y , and h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n , and n a t u r a l 
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t r u t h . " In 1830, p r e s umab l y w i t h W a l t e r S c o t t i n m i n d , t he 

H a l i f a x M o n t h l y Magaz ine d i s t i n g u i s h e d between t he g o t h i c romance 

o f the p a s t and the r e a l i s t i c n o v e l o f the p r e s e n t , condemning 

t he f o r m e r b u t p r a i s i n g the l a t t e r : 

The Nove l s g e n e r a l l y o f a f o r m e r c e n t u r y were w r i t t e n 
e v i d e n t l y f o r the t h o u g h t l e s s and the i d l e : t h e i r 
i n t e n t was by uncommon and s t r i k i n g i n c i d e n t s t o c r e a t e 
mere e x c i t e m e n t - - and t hey were f o r t h e most p a r t 
mono tonou s l y b o m b a s t i c - - f i l l e d w i t h e x a g g e r a t e d 
p i c t u r e s , and f r o a t h y s e n t i m e n t s , and p r o d u c i n g i n t he 
minds o f t h e i r r e a d e r s , a w o r t h l e s s d r e a m - l i k e e n j o y m e n t , 
f r o m w h i c h no l a s t i n g good o f any k i n d was d e r i v e d ; and 
w h i c h g e n e r a l l y added t o the vapou r and pompo s i t y o f 
t he r e a d e r ' s c h a r a c t e r . Modern N o v e l s on t he c o n t r a r y , 
add re s s t hemse l ve s t o t h e most l i t e r a r y and p o l i s h e d 
o f t he human f a m i l y ; t h e i r chance o f s u c c e s s depends 
on t h e i r t r u t h t o n a t u r e - - on t h e i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h 
i s b l e n d e d w i t h amusement i n t h e i r p age s , and on the 
s t r e n g t h and b e a u t y o f t h e i r c o m p o s i t i o n . Some o f t h e 
b r i g h t e s t names i n the l i t e r a r y a n n a l s o f the w o r l d , 
have been i d e n t i f i e d w i t h t h e s e c o m p a r a t i v e l y l i g h t w o r k s ; 
and t h e b e s t o f them e x h i b i t a c h a i n o f o c c u r r e n c e s 
w h i c h i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y have p a s s e d , and a r e p a s s i n g 
i n t h e g r e a t t h e a t r e o f l i f e — and e x h i b i t them w i t h 
as much v i g o u r and b e a u t y as i f t he p o w e r f u l minds o f 
t h e i r a u t h o r s had bo rne a p a r t i n the s cene 

W r i t e r s i n t e r e s t e d i n t he e d u c a t i o n o f t h e young were e s p e c i a l l y 

c o n c e r n e d abou t the v a l u e o f f i c t i o n . W h i l e t hey c o n c u r r e d i n 

d e f i n i n g e d u c a t i o n as t h e f o s t e r i n g o f m o r a l i t y and r e a s o n , 

and a d v o c a t e d a f a c t u a l , r a t i o n a l approach t o the r e a l w o r l d , 

t hey d i f f e r e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y r e g a r d i n g t h e r o l e o f t h e i m a g i n a t i o n 

i n the i n t e l l e c t u a l deve lopment o f t he c h i l d . O v e r t l y d i d a c t i c 

t a l e s l i k e t ho se by Susanna Moodie and C a t h a r i n e P a r r T r a i l l 

were g e n e r a l l y the most a c c e p t a b l e f o rm o f c h i l d r e n ' s l i t e r a t u r e 

becau se t hey c o n t a i n e d a c l e a r mora l s t r u c t u r e . B u t i n 1827 

I. o f C o l c h e s t e r , w r i t i n g i n the A c a d i a n M a g a z i n e , a d v o c a t e d 
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unusua l leeway i n c h i l d r e n ' s r e a d i n g . W h i l e he assumed t h a t the 

u l t i m a t e goa l o f l i t e r a r y e d u c a t i o n was " i m a g i n a t i o n b r o u g h t 

unde r s u b j e c t i o n t o r ea son and r e n d e r e d s u b m i s s i v e t o i t s d i r e c t i o n , " 

he a l s o a p p r e c i a t e d the f a c t t h a t c h i l d r e n g e n e r a l l y p r e f e r f a i r y 

t a l e s t o " h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s and l o g i c a l i n d u c t i o n s . " Hence he 

a r gued t h a t 

The r e c i t a l o f s uch t a l e s , o r t h e i r p e r u s a l , u n d o u b t e d l y 
i s t o the young mind what l i g h t f o o d i s t o the young 
body: - - i t i m p e r c e p t i b l y p r e p a r e s i t t o r e c e i v e , and 
i n d u c e s i t t o r e l i s h , what i s s t r o n g e r and more n u t r i t i o u s 
. . . . T h a t such t a l e s r e c i t e d o r r e a d , engende r 
i n the young mind a d i s l i k e t o t r u t h and wholesome 
n u t r i m e n t , i s e s s e n t i a l l y e r r o n e o u s : - - t hey f o s t e r 
the i m a g i n a t i o n , and f e e d i t w i t h i t s e l f , t i l l t he 
g r a d u a l deve lopment o f r e a s on i m p e l i t t o seek f o r more 
s o l i d m a t t e r . ^ 

Because t h i s e d u c a t i o n a l t h e o r i s t e n j o y e d an e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

t r u s t i n t he n a t u r a l power o f r i g h t r ea son and assumed t h a t t h e 

p r o p e r l y e d u c a t e d c h i l d w o u l d n o r m a l l y d i s c a r d t h e f i c t i o n a l 

w o r l d as he m a t u r e d , he even a l l o w e d c h i l d r e n u n e x p u r g a t e d e d i t i o n s 

o f t he a n c i e n t and modern c l a s s i c s . Bu t o n l y t he c l a s s i c s — 

f o r he e v e n t u a l l y c a u t i o n e d t h a t 

i n l e a v i n g y o u t h the l i b e r t y o f c h o i c e I w o u l d n o t be 
u n d e r s t o o d as recommending an i n d i s c r i m i n a t e L i b r a r y 
- - a " C a n d i d e " by the s i d e o f a " R a s s e l a s , " a " P u r c e l l e " 
by the s i d e o f "The E x i l e s o f S i b e r i a , " o r a "Don J u a n " 
by " The W h i t e Doe . " Works e v i d e n t l y p e r n i c i o u s and 
i m m o r a l , however recommended by g e n i u s , a r e i n no w i s e 
d e f e n s i b l e , - - can i n no w i s e conduce t o any s a l u t a r y 
e n d . 1 & 

D e s p i t e t he p r u d i s h t one o f h i s c o n c l u d i n g r e m a r k s , I . ' s 

approach t o i m a g i n a t i v e l i t e r a t u r e was d i s t i n c t l y more l i b e r a l 

t han t h a t t a k e n t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s l a t e r by R o b e r t W. L a y , e d i t o r 



o f t he Map le L e a f , a magaz ine f o r c h i l d r e n p r o d u c e d i n M o n t r e a l 

i n 1852 and 1853. A l t h o u g h t h i s p e r i o d i c a l d i d p u b l i s h f i c t i o n , 

i n c l u d i n g e x t r a c t s f r o m U n c l e Tom's Cab in and d i d a c t i c t a l e s , 

Mr. Lay c o n t i n u a l l y c a u t i o n e d a g a i n s t l i t e r a t u r e d e a l i n g w i t h 

" t h e u n r e a l " : 

F i c t i t i o u s w r i t i n g s have l o n g f l o o d e d t he c o u n t r y . 
The M a g a z i n e s , and works i n o t h e r f o r m s , now i n c i r ­
c u l a t i o n i n w h i c h t h i s b ranch o f l i t e r a t u r e i s h a n d l e d 
i n a m a s t e r l y s t y l e , amount a l m o s t t o l e g i o n . 
C e r t a i n l y , t ho se whose p a l a t e i s n o t s a t i s f i e d w i t h 
the t r u e and s u b s t a n t i a l , can o b t a i n a s u r f e i t f r o m them. 
The re i s so much i n f o r m a t i o n o f t he most e n t i c i n g 
c h a r a c t e r , so many i n t e r e s t i n g t h i n g s r e a l l y e x i s t i n g 
w h i c h we can c o l l e c t , c o l l a t e and w r i t e a b o u t , and make 
a magaz ine o f t h i s s i z e v a l u a b l e , t h a t we do n o t w i s h 
t o e n t e r much upon the u n r e a l J 7 

When he began t o s e r i a l i z e C a t h a r i n e P a r r T r a i l l ' s "The G o v e r n o r ' s 

I o 

D a u g h t e r , " w h i c h i s l e s s a n o v e l than a s e r i e s o f n a t u r e l e s s o n s 

r e l a t e d i n a f i c t i o n a l f r amework , Mr. Lay f e l t c o m p e l l e d t o j u s t i f y 

h i m s e l f i n i t a l i c s : 

I t i s n o t i n t e n d e d t o i n t r o d u c e t h r i l l i n g d e s c r i p t i o n s  
o f i m a g i n a r y a d v e n t u r e s , o r a h i s t o r y o f w o n d e r f u l  
c h a r a c t e r s I i v i n g i n an i d e a l w o r l d , f a r above t he s t e r n  
r e a l i t i e s o f l i f e ; b u t we w i s h and i n t e n d t o d e v e l o p  
t he N a t u r a l H i s t o r y o f t i r i s c o u n t r y , i n a f a i t h f u l and  
p l e a s i n g manner. A l t h o u g h o u r Magaz ine i s - - n e c e s s a r i l y 
f o r the p r i c e - - b u t s m a l l , y e t we s i n c e r e l y hope t h a t 
i t may p r o v e a Key t o a s t o r e h o u s e o f i n f o r m a t i o n f a r 
more u s e f u l , even more i n t e r e s t i n g than the f i c t i t i o u s 
works o f B u l w e r o r James. " T r u t h i s s t r a n g e r than 
f i c t i o n , " i s a p r o v e r b i n common u se ; and r e a l l y t h e r e 
i s so much o f the t r u e and s u b s t a n t i a l , so much i n f o r ­
m a t i o n o f the most e n t i c i n g c h a r a c t e r , so many t h i n g s 
e x i s t i n g t o w r i t e a b o u t , t h a t we deem i t wor se than  
f o l l y t o e n t e r much upon t he u n r e a l . ^ 

C a t h a r i n e P a r r T r a i l l h e r s e l f i f i n c l i n e d much l e s s towards 

f i c t i o n than d i d h e r y o u n g e r s i s t e r . T r a i l l r e l a t e s t h a t becau se 



she p r e f e r r e d f a c t u a l and p r a c t i c a l l i t e r a t u r e , she became e x t r e m e l y 

b o r e d d u r i n g h e r voyage t o Canada i n a s h i p whose l i b r a r y was 

" u n f o r t u n a t e l y . . . c h i e f l y made up w i t h o l d n o v e l s and musty 
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r omance s . " In a d d i t i o n t o w r i t i n g j u v e n i l e s t o r i e s p r i m a r i l y 

c o n c e r n e d w i t h f a c t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n and mo ra l p r e c e p t , and f r e q u e n t l y 

document i ng t he f a c t u a l s o u r c e s f o r h e r o c c a s i o n a l v e n t u r e s i n t o 

f i c t i o n , Mrs . T r a i l l wa rned t h a t c h i l d r e n a l l o w e d a s t e a d y d i e t 

o f f i c t i o n s u f f e r becau se " s u p e r s t i t i o n , c r e d u l i t y and a l o v e o f 
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f a l s e h o o d a r e by degrees e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e i n f a n t m i n d . " 

T r a i l l ' s p o i n t o f v i ew f ound a s u p p o r t e r i n Henry Y o u l e H i n d , 

a p r o m i n e n t g e o l o g i s t , g e o g r a p h e r and p r o f e s s o r o f c h e m i s t r y who 

e d i t e d the Cahad ian Journal: A R e p e r t o r y o f I n d u s t r y , S c i e n c e 

and A r t ( 1 8 5 2 - 1 8 8 8 ) . In h i s i n t r o d u c t i o n t o the f i r s t number o f 

t he J o u r n a l , H i n d a r gued t h a t " t h e h a b i t o f r e a d i n g f o r amusement 

a l o n e " d e s t r o y e d t he s u p e r i o r a b i l i t i e s o f t h e m ind : 

U n t i l p a r e n t s and t e a c h e r s s e t t h e m s e l v e s more s t r o n g l y 
a g a i n s t t h i s h a b i t , n o t o n l y f o r t he i n j u r y i t f r e q u e n t l y 
does t o the mora l s t r e n g t h o f the y o u n g , b u t s t i l l 
more u n i v e r s a l l y , i t s d e s t r u c t i o n t o t he i n t e l l e c t , 
t h e r e w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be a w a s t e o f t he b e s t f a c u l t i e s , 
and d i s t a s t e f o r t he most r a t i o n a l and e l e v a t i n g p u r s u i t s . 

T h i s d i s t r u s t o f the i m a g i n a t i v e w o r l d p e r se and r e l e g a t i o n 

o f the r e a d i n g and w r i t i n g o f f i c t i o n t o a p o s i t i o n w e l l benea th 

t h a t h e l d by o t h e r i n t e l l e c t u a l a c t i v i t i e s p e r s i s t e d i n t o the 

l a s t decades o f the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . Tha t t h e n o v e l was v a l u a b l e 

o n l y i n s o f a r as i t p a r t i c i p a t e d i n o t h e r a r ea s l i k e p o l i t i c s and 

p h i l o s o p h y was i m p l i e d by G o l d w i n S m i t h ' s 1880 remark t h a t i n 
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h i s j o u r n a l , t he B y s t a n d e r , books w o u l d be j u d g e d " n o t as l i t e r a r y 

23 

w o r k s , b u t as e v e n t s and l andmark s i n the h i s t o r y o f o p i n i o n . " 

In 1878 J . L. S t e w a r t , w r i t i n g abou t George E l i o t i n B e l f o r d ' s 

M o n t h l y M a g a z i n e , h a i l e d t he a d v e n t o f t he p s y c h o l o g i c a l n o v e l 

because i t f i n a l l y r a i s e d f i c t i t i o u s l i t e r a t u r e t o the l e v e l 
24 

o f " s c i e n c e , p h i l o s o p h y and t h e o l o g y . And John George B o u r i n o t , 

who w r o t e s e v e r a l i m p o r t a n t a s se s sment s o f Canada ' s c u l t u r a l 

s t a n d i n g , c o n s i d e r e d the nove l m a r k e d l y i n f e r i o r t o t h e more f a c t u a l 

d i s c i p l i n e o f h i s t o r y . In Our I n t e l l e c t u a l S t r e n g t h and Weakness 

( 1 8 9 3 ) , he a t f i r s t appea red t o encou rage p r o s e f i c t i o n when he 

s t a t e d t h a t "I do n o t f o r one d e p r e c a t e ^ t he i n f l u e n c e o f good 

f i c t i o n on the minds o f a r e a d i n g community l i k e o u r s . " B u t he 

t h e n p r o c e e d e d t o d i s c u s s t he n o v e l i n q u a l i f y i n g and p e j o r a t i v e 

l anguage w h i c h r e v e a l s a b i a s v e r y much a g a i n s t i m a g i n a t i v e 

l i t e r a t u r e . He d e s c r i b e d the n o v e l as " a n e c e s s i t y o f t h e t i m e s 

i n w h i c h we l i v e , " e s p e c i a l l y s u i t e d t o "women d i s t r a c t e d w i t h 

h o u s e h o l d c a r e s , " and hoped t h a t . Canad i an w r i t e r s w o u l d n o t 

b r i n g the Canad ian f i c t i o n o f the f u t u r e t o t h a t low 
l e v e l t o w h i c h t he s c h o o l o f r e a l i s m i n F r a n c e , and i n 
a m i n o r deg ree i n E n g l a n d and the U n i t e d S t a t e s , w o u i d 
deg rade t h e n o v e l and s t o r y o f e v e r y - d a y l i f e . To my 
mind i t goes w i t h o u t s a y i n g t h a t a h i s t o r y w r i t t e n w i t h 
t h a t f i d e l i t y t o o r i g i n a l a u t h o r i t i e s , t h a t p i c t u r e s q u e -
ness o f n a r r a t i o n , t h a t p h i l o s o p h i c i n s i g h t i n t o the 
m o t i v e s and p l a n s o f s t a t e s m e n , t h a t s t u d y and compre ­
h e n s i o n o f t he c h a r a c t e r and l i f e o f a p e o p l e , w h i c h 
s h o u l d c o n s t i t u t e t he f e a t u r e s o f a g r e a t work o f 
t h i s c l a s s , - - t h a t such a h i s t o r y has a s s u r e d l y a 
much d e e p e r and more u s e f u l pu rpo se i n the c u l t u r e 
and e d u c a t i o n o f the w o r l d than any work o f f i c t i o n 
can p o s s i b l y have even when a n i m a t e d by l o f t y g e n i u s . 
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Because o f t h i s p r e v a i l i n g doubt r e g a r d i n g t h e u l t i m a t e v a l u e 

o f p r o s e f i c t i o n , d e s p i t e i t s o b v i o u s appea l t o much o f t h e 

l i t e r a t e p u b l i c , many l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l s f ound t h e m s e l v e s i n an 

ambiguous p o s i t i o n . J o u r n a l s whose emphas i s was p r i m a r i l y i n f o r ­

m a t i o n a l o r p o l i t i c a l , l i k e t he Canad i an M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l  

Review ( 1 8 7 2 - 7 8 ) , e a s i l y j u s t i f i e d the i n c l u s i o n o f some f i c t i t i o u s 

l i t e r a r y m a t e r i a l as p a r t o f t h e i r pu rpose t o f o s t e r a n a t i o n a l 

c u l t u r e o r as l i g h t e r d i v e r s i o n f r o m t h e i r more s e r i o u s a r t i c l e s . 

Bu t p e r i o d i c a l s w h i c h p u b l i s h e d l a r g e amounts o f p r o s e f i c t i o n , l i k e 

t he L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d ( 1 8 3 8 - 5 1 ) , f e l t c a l l e d upon t o v i n d i c a t e 

t h e i r p r e s e n c e , t h e i r c o n t e n t s , and where a p p l i c a b l e , t h e i r 

f i n a n c i a l s u c c e s s . In t h e case o f the G a r l a n d t h i s was a c c o m p l i s h e d 

th rough annua l e d i t o r i a l a d d r e s s e s d e c l a r i n g t h a t t he growth o f 

p o l i t e l i t e r a t u r e a i d e d i n r e f i n i n g t h e mo ra l s and manners o f the 

new c o u n t r y , and by p u b l i s h i n g a r t i c l e s and book r e v i e w s i n w h i c h 

t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f a c c e p t a b l e p r o s e f i c t i o n were c a r e f u l l y d e f i n e d . 

I r o n i c a l l y , some o f t he G a H a n d ' s i t e m s , such as J . P . ' s 1850 

p i e c e on " N o v e l s and Nove l R e a d e r s , " a r r i v e d a t c o n c l u s i o n s q u e s t i o n ­

i n g t he n a t u r e o f t h e G a r l a n d i t s e l f : 

a l t h o u g h we-tadmit t h a t n o v e l s may be made t h e i n s t r u m e n t s 
o f good, and t h a t t h e r e a r e many bo th amus ing and 
i n s t r u c t i v e , y e t we w o u l d r em ind t h e r e a d e r , t h a t 
n a t u r e i s a h i g h e r and p u r e r f i e l d , f o r t h e e x e r c i s e 
and e n l i g h t e n m e n t o f t he m i n d . We a r e c o n s t r a i n e d t o 
do t h i s , f r om a c o n v i c t i o n t h a t f i c t i o n i s a l i t t l e 
t oo much s ough t a f t e r n o w - a - d a y s . S c i e n c e , e x c e p t t o 
a f ew, i s s t i l l a c l o s e d book ; t he many s t i l l t h i n k i t 
t o be a c o m p a r a t i v e l y u n i n t e r e s t i n g a c c u m u l a t i o n o f 
f a c t s ; t hey shun i t as t hey w o u l d an u n p l e a s a n t t a s k , 
and r u n r t o f i c t i o n f o r amusement. B u t t h i s i s a m i s t a k e n 
i d e a . The re i s f a r more r e a l p o e t r y i n s c i e n c e t h a n 
i n f i c t i o n . 2 6 
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In the same vo l ume, Rev. Henry G i l e s warned t h a t 

C o n s t a n t i n d u l g e n c e i n f i c t i o n weakens bo th mind and 
m o t i v e , i t i n c a p a c i t a t e s t h e one f o r t h o u g h t , and t he 
o t h e r f o r a c t i o n . I t s u r r o u n d s t he l i f e o f i t s v i c t i m 
w i t h an a tmosphere o f u n r e a l i t y , and i t p u t s w i t h i n 
i t a f o u n t a i n o f uneasy d e s i r e . . . . U s e f u l and s o b e r 
s t u d i e s a r e n o t s i m p l y n e g l e c t e d , t hey a r e l o a t h e d . . . . 
We g e t so h a b i t u a t e d t o t he l a n d s c a p e s o f romances t h a t 
i n t h e s e o n l y we l u x u r i a t e , and we t u r n f r o m the a c t u a l 
t o r e j o i c e i n a f a n c i f u l c r e a t i o n . 

To c o u n t e r a c t t h e d e b i l i t a t i n g e f f e c t s o f f i c t i o n , t he G a r l a n d 

c o n t i n u a l l y r em inded n o v e l i s t s o f 

t h e o b l i g a t i o n under w h i c h an a u t h o r s r e s t s t o h i s r e a d e r s , 
t h a t i n f u r n i s h i n g them w i t h amusement f o r an i d l e h o u r , 
he s h o u l d n o t o n l y a v o i d p r e s e n t i n g t o them l a n g u a g e , 
w h i c h i t m i g h t be b e n e f i c i a l t o f o r g e t , and i d e a s o r 
c h a r a c t e r s wh i ch i t w o u l d be p e r n i c i o u s t o e m u l a t e ; 
b u t t h a t , on t he c o n t r a r y , he s h o u l d endeavou r t o e n ­
t w i n e t he f i c t i t i o u s and r e a l p o r t i o n s o f h i s s u b j e c t 
i n such a manner, t h a t many, who have o n l y commenced 
i t s p e r u s a l f o r the pu rpo se o f a c q u i r i n g some u s e f u l 
i n f o r m a t i o n , o r b a n i s h i n g a t e d i o u s h o u r , may have a 
p l e a s i n g r e c o l l e c t i o n o f i t s most s t r i k i n g p a s s a g e s . 2 8 

The G a r l a n d ' s e d i t o r i a l commentators i n v a r i a b l y assumed 

t h a t t he r e a d i n g o f p r o s e f i c t i o n was t o be t r e a t e d as a s e c o n d ­

a r y a c t i v i t y . In one o f the m a g a z i n e ' s f i r s t d i s c u s s i o n s o f 

l i t e r a t u r e , w h i c h e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y a n t i c i p a t e d t h e p r o p o s e d 

r e p u b l i c a t i o n o f Wacous ta ( 1 8 3 3 ) , John R i c h a r d s o n ' s n o v e l was 

recommended as 

a n e v e r f a i l i n g s o u r c e o f p l e a s u r a b l e e x c i t e m e n t , when 
t he r e a d e r w o u l d be r e l i e v e d f r o m g r a v e r s t u d i e s , w h i c h , 
b e i n g t o o a s s i d u o u s l y f o l l o w e d , d i s e a s e t he mind as 
much as t he wan t o f e x e r c i s e d e b i l i t a t e s t h e body . 
The s p o i l e d c h i l d r e n o f f o r t u n e , whose o n l y b u s i n e s s 
i s p l e a s u r e , may command i n i t an i n e x h a u s t i b l e f o u n t a i n 
o f e n j o y m e n t , and t he g e n e r a l r e a d e r w i l l f i n d f rom i t s 
p e r u s a l , t h a t no a u t h o r has e v e r m o r e e f f i c i e n t l y 
a t t a i n e d one o f the p r i n c i p a l o b j e c t s o f a n o v e l w r i t e r ~ 
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t h e d e l i g h t f u l employment o f an i d l e h o u r - - t han 
t he a u t h o r o f " W a c o u s t a , o r The P r o p h e c y . " 2 9 

The G a r l a n d f e l t t h a t p r o s e f i c t i o n had t o be c o n d e s c e n d i n g l y 

t r e a t e d as "amusement f o r an i d l e h o u r , " a l l o w a b l e o n l y a f t e r the 

p u r s u i t o f " g r a v e r s t u d i e s , " p r e c i s e l y becau se i t r e c o g n i z e d the 

p l e a s u r e s o f the i m a g i n a t i v e w o r l d . In n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an 

l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m i t was g e n e r a l l y t a k e n f o r - g r a n t e d t h a t w h i l e 

t h e r e was a d i s t i n c t and o b v i o u s s e p a r a t i o n between the " r e a l " 

e v e r y d a y w o r l d and the " u n r e a l " w o r l d o f l i t e r a r y e x p e r i e n c e , t h e 

u n r e a l w o r l d p o s s e s s e d e x t r a o r d i n a r y power t o i n f l u e n c e t he r e a l 

w o r l d . To be a c c e p t a b l e , a n o v e l had a t b e s t t o p r o m i s e t o improve 

30 

the r e a l w o r l d , and a t w o r s t p r o m i s e t o do no harm. Judged 

u n a d m i s s i b l e were a l l n o v e l s whose e f f e c t s c o u l d be p e r n i c i o u s 

f o r one o f two r ea son s - - e i t h e r because t h r ough t h e i r p l o t s t hey 

f o r c e d t he r e a d e r t o s y m p a t h i z e w i t h c h a r a c t e r s o r a c t i v i t i e s 

w h i c h w o u l d be r e p r e h e n s i b l e i n r e a l l i f e , o r because t h e i r 

s t y l e c o u l d a r o u s e s e n t i m e n t s and d e s i r e s w h i c h w o u l d i n c a p a c i t a t e 

t he r e a d e r t o f u n c t i o n u s e f u l l y i n the r e a l w o r l d . The p r o b l e m 

o f t he r e l a t i o n s h i p between l i t e r a t u r e , i m a g i n a t i o n and o r d i n a r y 

l i f e goes back a t l e a s t t o P l a t o . A c o n f l i c t between l i t e r a r y 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s o f r e a l i t y and l i f e i t s e l f has a ccompan ied t h e 

n o v e l e v e r s i n c e Don Q u i x o t e s e t o u t t o t r y t o p u t i n t o p r a c t i c e 

t h e i d e a l s and e v e n t s o f l i t e r a r y romance. B u t t he s u b j e c t 

t h a t C e r v a n t e s t r e a t e d r a t h e r humorou s l y V i c t o r i a n Canad i an s u s u a l l y 

r e g a r d e d as a m a t t e r f o r so lemn c o n c e r n . Mos t n o v e l r e a d e r s were 

t r e a t e d as s i m p l e - m i n d e d i n n o c e n t s , e a s i l y m i s g u i d e d and c o r r u p t e d 
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by the wrong s o r t o f l i t e r a t u r e . Hence a l m o s t e v e r y d i s c u s s i o n 

o f t h e nove l i n c l u d e d a d m o n i t i o n s a g a i n s t books d e s i g n e d " t o 
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g r a t i f y some p a r t i c u l a r p a s s i o n o r f a n c y . " Read i ng m e r e l y f o r 

s e l f - g r a t i f i c a t i o n encou raged e g o t i s m ; as t he C a n a d i a n L i t e r a r y 

Magaz ine c a u t i o n e d i n an a r t i c l e a p p r o p r i a t e l y t i t l e d "The E f f e c t s 

o f L i t e r a r y C u l t i v a t i o n on M o r a l s , " 

In t h e bosom o f him who n e g l e c t s e v e r y o t h e r p u r s u i t 
i n h i s l o v e o f b o o k s , t he s t r eams o f h u m a n i t y , b e n e v o l ­
e n c e , and c h a r i t y a r e d r i e d up; t h e f e e l i n g s o f a f f e c t i o n 
and sympathy i n the j o y s and s o r r ows o f h i s f e l l o w 
m o r t a l s a r e b a n i s h e d f rom h i s h e a r t ; a n d , i n s h o r t , 
e v e r y v i r t u e i n c l u d e d under p i e t y t o God, and l o v e 
t o man, i s t o t a l l y n e g l e c t e d and contemned.32 

T h i s a r t i c l e t hen d e f i n e d the. l i t e r a r y a t t i t u d e w h i c h wou l d 

p r o p e r l y b e n e f i t t he r e a d e r and s o c i e t y as a q u e s t f o r bo th 

a e s t h e t i c and mora l e n l i g h t e n m e n t : 

By l i t e r a r y c u l t i v a t i o n we mean, n o t m e r e l y a f ondne s s 
o f r e a d i n g , o r a t a s t e f o r work s o f i m a g i n a t i o n , and 
p o l i t e l i t e r a t u r e i n g e n e r a l , b u t t h a t e n l i g h t e n e d s t a t e 
o f m i n d , w h i c h i s t he r e s u l t o f a l m o s t e v e r y l i t e r a r y 
p u r s u i t u n i t e d w i t h an a r d e n t d e s i r e to seek a f t e r 
and o b t a i n t h e t r u t h : and a l o v e o f e v e r y s e n t i m e n t , 
and t h o u g h t t h a t p l e a s e s the u n d e r s t a n d i n g by i t s 
n o v e l t y o r b e a u t y , and t h a t i n t e r e s t s the h e a r t , by 
the a s s o c i a t i o n w h i c h i t c a l l s f o r t h . Upon e x a m i n a t i o n , 
we s h a l l f i n d t h a t t he n a t u r a l e f f e c t o f such a d i s ­
p o s i t i o n o f mind i s t he e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f good mora l 
p r i n c i p l e s i n the h e a r t . . . . He who i s f ond o f e m p l o y ­
i n g h i s m ind i n t h i s way, w i l l a t l e a s t l e a d an i n n o c e n t 
l i f e . By c o n s t a n t l y e x e r c i s i n g h i s r e a s o n , h i s p a s s i o n s 
a r e by deg ree s r e d u c e d i n t o s u b j e c t i o n , and h i s head 
and h e a r t keep pace w i t h each o t h e r i n improvement .33 

E q u a l l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h the government o f the p a s s i o n s by t he 

e x e r c i s e o f r e a s o n was Henry G i l e s , who p o i n t e d o u t i n t he G a r l a n d 

i n 1850 t h a t one o f t h e g r a v e s t abuses o f f i c t i o n was t o use 
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i t s " f a s c i n a t i n g e l o q u e n c e " t o c r e a t e " e x a l t e d s e n s u a l i s m — 

a s s o c i a t e d as s uch s e n s u a l i s m e v e r i s w i t h a c o n c e n t r a t i v e e g o t i s m 

. . . . D e s i r e i s r a i s e d f r om t h e low s t a t i o n w h i c h t h e mora l 

r e a s on g i v e s i t t o a dangerous a r i s t o c r a c y i n w h i c h t he s e n s u a l 

34 

i m a g i n a t i o n r u l e s . " As M. W. C. o m i n o u s l y warned i n The Harp 

i n 1879, t he v i c t i m s o f p o p u l a r f i c t i o n f a i l t o d i s c o v e r t h e i r 

a d d i c t i o n i n t i m e t o s ave t h e i r s o u l s : 

Readers o f " f l a s h " l i t e r a t u r e a r e s u r e " t h e s t u f f w o n ' t 
h u r t t h e m . " B e g i n n e r s i n d i s s i p a t i o n f i n d o n l y a g r e e ­
a b l e s e n s a t i o n s , w h i c h l u r e them on. Through t h e v i s t a s 
o f p l e a s u r e , t hey t r a c e t h e i r t h o u g h t l e s s s t e p s u n t i l 
t h e y f i n d t h e m s e l v e s l o s t i n t he sombre depths o f t h e 
abyss o f r u i n . Then t he t r u t h f l a s h e s upon them, b u t 
a l l t o o l a t e . They c a n n o t r e t r a c e t h e i r f o o t s t e p s ; 
t h e y c a n n o t e s cape t h e i r doom; t hey a r e l o s t ! 3 5 

M o t i v a t e d by t he same f e a r o f c o r r u p t i o n f rom bad l i t e r a t u r e , 

George S t e w a r t J r . f ounded S t e w a r d s L i t e r a r y Q u a r t e r l y i n 1867 

t o s a ve the y o u t h o f New B r u n s w i c k f r om cheap A m e r i c a n f i c t i o n : 

The r e a d i n g o f "D ime N o v e l s , " and o t h e r books o f t h a t 
i l k , has wrough t i n c a l c u l a b l e i n j u r y t o many a b r i g h t 
and p r o m i s i n g l a d . T a l e s o f b u c a n e e r s , m u r d e r e r s , and 
h ighwaymen; o f " f a s t young men, " and " gay and f e s t i v e 
g a m b l e r s , " deaden the mo ra l s e n s i b i l i t i e s - - f a m i l i a r i s e 
t h e m i n d w i t h c r i m e and l e a d i t on t o mora l r u i n . 
I t i s t r u e t h a t t h e r e a r e no highwaymen now w i t h mask 
and p i s t o l , demanding " y o u r money o r y o u r l i f e i " n o r 
b l o o d - t h i r s t y p i r a t e s , c o m p e l l i n g u n f o r t u n a t e v i c t i m s 
t o " w a l k t h e p l a n k 1 ! " - - b u t i f y o u r y o u t h c a n n o t f i n d 
w o r k . o f t h i s k i n d t o do t h e r e i s s o m e t h i n g e l s e f o r 
them: t h e y can l e a r n t o d r i n k and smoke and swea r 
and swagger i n the t r u e s t dime n o v e l s t y l e , and become 
t h e he roe s and h a u n t e r s o f b a r and b i l l i a r d rooms. 
T h a t numbers have been r u i n e d i n the way i n d i c a t e d 
i s beyond q u e s t i o n , bu t how many, e t e r n i t y o n l y w i l l 
r e v e a l ! I t behoves e v e r y o n e t o use h i s i n f l u e n c e t o 
f r e e h i s c o u n t r y f r o m the v i c e b r e e d i n g l i t e r a t u r e w i t h 
w h i c h i t i s now f l o o d e d . 36 
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The New Domin ion M o n t h l y a l s o p r e d i c t e d t h a t y o u n g Canad ian s 

w o u l d s u f f e r permanent mora l and i n t e l l e c t u a l damage i f t he t i d e 

o f dime n o v e l s was n o t stemmed: 

The i m p o r t a n c e o f p l a c i n g i n t h e hands o f t h e young 
h e a l t h y r e a d i n g m a t t e r c anno t be o v e r v a l u e d . A c h i l d 
who i s t a u g h t t o r e a d s e n s e l e s s l i t e r a t u r e o n l y w i l l 
grow up w i t h an a p p e t i t e f o rmed on i t , and i n c a p a b l e 
o f d i g e s t i n g s o l i d w o r k s . To many dime n o v e l s and 
o t h e r s u ch t r a s h i s t h e o n l y r e a d i n g m a t t e r t h e y c a r e 
a n y t h i n g a b o u t , and i t s s u p p l y b e i n g r e g u l a t e d by t he 
demand we see a t n e a r l y e v e r y s t o r e where b o o k s , p e n c i l s 
pens and p a p e r a r e s o l d , a g r e a t p r e p o n d e r a n c e o f 
t h o s e a b o m i n a t i o n s . I f t h e c h i l d has p u t i n t o h i s hands 
when young good r e a d i n g m a t t e r , h i s t a s t e f o r i t i n c r e a s e s , 
and he w o u l d no more w a s t e h i s t ime i n r e a d i n g wha t 
i s w o r t h l e s s t h a n he w o u l d change a warm c o m f o r t a b l e 
s u i t o f c l o t h e s f o r a b e g g a r ' s r a g s . ' 

W h i l e t h i s k i n d o f r a t h e r h y s t e r i c a l d e n u n c i a t i o n o f dime 

f i c t i o n a a p p e a r e d f r e q u e n t l y i n p o p u l a r Canad i an m a g a z i n e s , more 

e r u d i t e p e r i o d i c a l s p u b l i s h e d s o p h i s t i c a t e d l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m 

w h i c h a s s e s s e d the d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t s o f f i c t i o n a c c o r d i n g t o 

i t s a b i l i t y t o s u b v e r t r ea son t h r ough ski 11 f u l l y w r i t t e n a p p e a l s 

t o t he e m o t i o n s . The Canad i an M o n t h l y m a i n t a i n e d i t s u s ua l 

t h o u g h t f u l t o n e when i t s 1872 r e v i e w o f W i l f r i d Cumbermede 

p r a i s e d George Macdona ld f o r " a s u b t l e and d e l i c a t e f a n c y , h i g h 

and pu re a i m s , s e n s i t i v e n e s s o f the most e t h e r e a l o r d e r , and a 

g r a c e f u l and ne rvous s t y l e . " B u t a t t he same t i m e t he M o n t h l y ' s 

i n n a t e c o n s e r v a t i s m s u r f a c e d when i t wa rned t h a t M a c d o n a l d ' s 
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" s e d u c t i v e " " s e m i - i n s p i r e d t o n e " masked dangerous i d e a s . 

The M o n t h l y ' s a b i l i t y t o p e r c e i v e bo th t he a c h i e v e m e n t and the 

f a i l u r e o f a p a r t i c u l a r n o v e l ^ a p p e a r e d a g a i n a y e a r l a t e r , when 

i t r e v i e w e d The New M a g d a l e n . I t gave W i l k i e C o l l i n s " f u l l c r e d i t " 
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f o r e n l i s t i n g " a l l t he s y m p a t h i e s o f t h e r e a d e r and s p e c t a t o r 

f o r an u n f o r t u n a t e woman," b u t c a u t i o n e d t h a t t h e s t r u c t u r e o f 

t h e s t o r y p ropounded the dub i ou s mora l t h a t " i t must be b e t t e r 

t o be s i n f u l and u n f o r t u n a t e t han u n f o r t u n a t e and s i n l e s s ; i t 

must be b e t t e r t o s i n and c o n f e s s t h a n n o t t o s i n a t a l l ; and 

she who pa s se s h e r l i f e a l t e r n a t e l y s i n n i n g and c o n f e s s i n g , 
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must a c c u m u l a t e , i f she l i v e l o n g , a v a s t amount o f v i r t u e . " 

Les s s o p h i s t i c a t e d c r i t i c i s m , such as d i a t r i b e s a g a i n s t dime 

f i c t i o n , assumed t he e x i s t e n c e o f a ve r y t a n g i b l e c o n n e c t i o n b e ­

tween l i t e r a t u r e and l i f e and e v a l u a t e d n o v e l s a c c o r d i n g t o t he 

k i n d s o f c o n c r e t e examples t h e y p r o v i d e d . J . G. B o u r i n o t de s cended 

t o t h i s l e v e l when he d i s c u s s e d Du M a u r i e r ' s T r i l b y i n The Week, 

and a d v i s e d t h a t t h e h e r o i n e was " n o t a model f o r t he maidens 
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o f Canada . " T h i s a t t i t u d e was common t h r o u g h most o f t h e 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y ; f o r t y - f i v e y e a r s e a r l i e r , a w r i t e r i n t he 

L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d had f e a r e d t h a t f a s h i o n a b l e s e n t i m e n t a l n o v e l s 
w o u l d be m i s t a k e n f o r t r u e p i c t u r e s o f l i f e : 

They i n s t i l f a l s e n o t i o n s i n t o t h e minds o f t he y o u n g , 
and c r e a t e a s p i r a t i o n s w h i c h can n e v e r be r e a l i z e d . 
They somet imes p l a c e human i t y i n a h i g h e r p o s i t i o n 
t han i t r e a l l y o c c u p i e s ; and a t o t h e r t ime s t h e y 
r e p r e s e n t t h e n a t u r e o f man t o be f a r wo r se than i t 
r e a l l y i s . I t i s by r e a d i n g such works t h a t many r e n d e r 
t h e m s e l v e s u n f i t t o p e r f o r m t h e i r d u t i e s t o s o c i e t y , 
and unab l e t o b e a r t h e i l l s and the r e a l i t i e s o f 
l i f e . 4 1 

The p r a c t i c e o f i n c l u d i n g w i t h i n n o v e l s c h a r a c t e r s who have 

r e n d e r e d t h e m s e l v e s " u n f i t t o p e r f o r m t h e i r d u t i e s t o s o c i e t y , 

and unab l e t o b e a r the i l l s and the r e a l i t i e s o f l i f e " by m i s t a k i n g 
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t h e e x t r a v a g a n c e s o f f i c t i o n f o r e v e r y d a y l i f e became a c o n v e n t i o n a l 
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p a r t o f t h e B r i t i s h r e a c t i o n a g a i n s t t h e n o v e l . A l s o f a i r l y 

common i n m i d - n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an f i c t i o n a r e i n d i v i d u a l s 

l i k e J a n e A u s t e n ' s C a t h e r i n e Mo r i a n d , S c o t t ' s Edward W a v e r l e y 

and F l a u b e r t ' s Emma B o v a r y , whose e d u c a t i o n has c o n s i s t e d o f 

r e a d i n g f o r g r a t i f i c a t i o n and whose j udgment i s c o n s e q u e n t l y 

i m p a i r e d . The comic p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f t h i s c o n v e n t i o n . a p p e a r e d 

i n t h e p e r s o n o f M i s s L a u r a M a t i l d a A p p l e g a r t h , a c h a r a c t e r i n 

"The P u r s e r ' s C a b i n " co lumn o f t h e A n g l o - A m e r i c a n M a g a z i n e . 

A backwoods Canad i an f e m a l e Q u i x o t e , she was 

a d e v o t e d member o f t h e s i s t e r h o o d o f n o v e l r e a d e r s , 
and as such p r o f o u n d l y t i n c t u r e d w i t h t h e e s s e n t i a l 
o i l o f romance. Fo r e v e r y t h i n g i n t h e shape o f t h e 
common p l a c e o r p r o s a i c she e n t e r t a i n e d a generous 
c o n t e m p t , and wou ld r a t h e r have t ramped b a r e f o o t e d 
t h r o u g h t h e w o r l d , w i t h a k n i g h t e r r a n t o f t h e o r t h o d o x 
o l d e n s c h o o l , t h a n have s u b m i t t e d t o t h e d e g r a d a t i o n 
o f wedd ing an u n p o e t i c a l a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t , whose o n l y 
c r u s a d e s have been a g a i n s t t h e weeds w h i c h i n v a d e d h i s 
a c r e s , o r t h e f o x e s w h i c h d e p o p u l a t e d h i s hen r o o s t s ! 4 3 

The t r a g i c p o t e n t i a l o f such m i s g u i d a n c e was e x p l o i t e d by Rosanna 

Lep rohon i n two o f he r s e r i a l i z e d n o v e l s , "The S t e p m o t h e r " (1847) 

and " I d a B e r e s f o r d " (1848), as w e l l as i n A n t o i n e t t e de M i r e c o u r t 

( 1 8 6 4 ) . When i n n o c e n t A n t o i n e t t e i s p l a c e d unde r t h e t u t e l a g e 

o f M r s . D ' A u l n a y , a woman whose mora l sense has been c o r r u p t e d 
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by " n o v e l s , l o v e - t a l e s o f t h e most r e p r e h e n s i b l e f o l l y , " she 

becomes i n v o l v e d i n i n t r i g u e s w h i c h n e a r l y d e s t r o y h e r . Susanna 

Mood ie f ound t he c o n v e n t i o n a p p r o p r i a t e t o t h e d i d a c t i c t o n e o f 

" J a n e R e d g r a v e " ( 1 8 4 8 ) 4 5 and M a t r i m o n i a l S p e c u l a t i o n s ( 1 8 5 4 ) . 4 6 
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Two s t e r e o t y p e d f e m a l e c h a r a c t e r s i n two work s by Agnes Mau le 

Machar a r e a l s o d e f i n e d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r l i t e r a r y t a s t e s . 

L i l i a s , t h e l o v e l y h e r o i n e o f " F o r K i n g and C o u n t r y " ( 1 8 7 4 ) , i s an 

u n s p o i l e d r u r a l maiden whose " m i n d had n e v e r been imbued w i t h 
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such s e n t i m e n t a l i d e a s as most young l a d i e s d e r i v e f r om n o v e l s . " 

In c o n t r a s t , L o t t i e Wood, t h e s h a l l o w young l a d y wooed b u t n o t won 

by t h e h e r o o f " L o s t and Won " ( 1875 ) , c o n s t a n t l y reads " m o r b i d 

s e n s a t i o n a l r omance s , " w h i c h a r e " n o t o n l y v a p i d and u n p r o f i t a b l e , 

b u t p o s i t i v e l y p e r n i c i o u s , f r om t h e i r h i g h l y c o l o u r e d and f a l s e 

v i ews o f l i f e . " 4 * * 

In the eyes o f most n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an c r i t i c s , t h e 

most r e p r e h e n s i b l e c r i m e an a u t h o r c o u l d commit was t o d e p i c t 

v i c e and d e p r a v i t y . Nove l s w h i c h appea red t o a d v o c a t e i m m o r a l i t y 

were u n i v e r s a l l y condemned becau se t hey w o u l d " i n f l a m e un s teady 
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and r o m a n t i c young men w i t h a b r i g a n d i s h f u r o r e . " In t he 
L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d , J . P. spoke f o r t h e Canad i an c u l t u r a l community 

a t l a r g e when he l a m e n t e d t h a t 

i n some o f t he pages o f Sue , Dumas and A i n s w o r t h , and 
i n most o f t ho se o f R e y n o l d s , S o u l i e and De B a l s a c . . . 
c r i m e i s r e p r e s e n t e d i n a c o u l e u r de r o s e , t he c r i m i n a l 
i s d e cked i n a s p e c i e s o f h e r o i s m , and t h e h i d e o u s 
f e a t u r e s i n h i s c h a r a c t e r a r e p a r t i a l l y , i f n o t w h o l l y , 
h i d , by t h e d r a m a t i c manner i n w h i c h t h e y a r e p o r t r a y e d . ^ ° 

T h i s k i n d o f " s e n s a t i o n " f i c t i o n u n i v e r s a l l y a r o u s e d t he i r e o f 

Canad ian c r i t i c s - - who lumped under t he h e a d i n g o f " s e n s a t i o n a l i s m " 

a l l t hey f ound o f f e n s i v e i n t he way o f s e n s u a l i t y , c r i m i n a l i t y , 

r e v o l u t i o n and i r r e l i g i o n . In t h e 1 820 ' s and 1830 ' s t he wo rd 



was o f t e n a t t a c h e d t o g o t h i c f i c t i o n , i n ' j t l p p e r ' C a n a d a when t h e 

Canad i an L i t e r a r y Magaz i ne d e p l o r e d t he " s p e c t r e - t t i o n g e r i n g " o f 
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Monk Lewi s and i n Nova S c o t i a when "Senex*- c o m p l a i n e d i n the 

A c a d i a n M a g a z i n e : 

What i s so p o p u l a r now, as a German T a l e o f some s u p e r ­
n a t u r a l mounta in m o n s t e r , who p e r f o r m s p r o d i g i e s , 
i n g e n e r a l e n d i n g f a t a l l y f o r t he i n d i v i d u a l on whose 
b e h a l f o r on whose a c c o u n t t hey a r e w rough t ? o r c o n ­
t r a c t s w i t h t h e d e v i l , by d i s p o s i n g t o h i m , o f o n e ' s 
own shadow, r e f l e c t i o n o r p e r s o n a l a p p e a r a n c e ; - -
s i g n i n g w i t h o n e ' s own b l o o d , t o f o l l o w h i s d i r e c t i o n , 
i n o r d e r t o o b t a i n some i m a g i n a r y advan tage ? A t r u e 
s t o r y e x c i t e s l i t t l e i n t e r e s t , w i t h most r e a d e r s o f the 
p r e s e n t day .52 

L a t e r i n t he c e n t u r y " s e n s a t i o n a l i s m " r e f e r r e d t o f i c t i o n c o n c e r n e d 

w i t h s e x u a l i t y , c r i m e , c l a s s c o n f l i c t , o r r e l i g i o u s u n c o n v e n t i O n a l i t y . 

The A n g l o - A m e r i c a n M a g a z i n e , f o r e x a m p l e , a t t a c k e d G. W. M. Reyno ld s 

as a s e n s a t i o n a l i s t , c l a i m i n g t h a t h i s " u n v a r y i n g t a s k " was t o 

" m i n i s t e r t o the c o a r s e s t and most dep r a ved s e n s u a l a p p e t i t e s ~ 

t o i n f l a m e t he p o o r a g a i n s t t h e i r r i c h e r b r e t h r e n - - t o demon s t r a t e 

t h a t a r i s t o c r a c y and g u i l t a r e synonymous terms - - and t o s n e e r 
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a t e v e r y t h i n g i n t he shape o f r e v e a l e d r e l i g i o n . " T i r a d e s 

a g a i n s t s e n s a t i o n a l f i c t i o n i n c r e a s e d i n volume and v i t u p e r a t i o n 

as t he c e n t u r y p r o g r e s s e d . In t h e B r i t i s h Canad i an Rev iew ( 1 8 6 3 ) , 

" C a s c a " announced h i s p r e f e r e n c e f o r " t h e c l a s s i c s t y l e o f C l a r i s s a 
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H a r l o w e " over ' ..the " s e n s a t i o n a l p a r a p h e r n a l i a o f Sue o r Dumas," 

and i n 1869 a c o n t r i b u t o r t o S t e w a r t ' s L i t e r a r y Q u a r t e r l y r emarked 

t h a t 

I t i s n o t a v e r y ea sy m a t t e r , i n t h i s age o f s e n s a t i o n s , 
t o h o r r i f y o r even a s t o n i s h the r e a d i n g p u b l i c ; f o r , 



thank s t o M i s s B raddon and h e r d o u b t f u l l y s u c c e s s f u l 
i m i t a t o r s , ou r modern he r oe s a r e a l m o s t a l l m u r d e r e r s , 
a d u l t e r e r s o r d e v i l s i n c a r n a t e , o u r h e r o i n e s C l e o p a t r a s , 
He len s o f T r oy and B e a t r i c e s de C e n c i , o r p o s s i b l y 
H e c a t e s , S c y l l a s and A s t a r t e s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t he S a t u r d a y Reade r , the " m i s s i o n " o f s e n s a t i o n 
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n o v e l s was t o " s u p p l y m o r b i d f o o d t o dep r a ved a p p e t i t e s . " 

The l i t e r a r y p o l i c y o f the Canad ian Month ly and N a t i o n a l Rev iew 

was t o " t h r o w down the g a u n t l e t t o the s e n s a t i o n s c hoo l ' . ' o f 
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n o v e l i s t s . " B e l f o r d ' s f e a r e d t h a t " t h e t a s t e o f the o r d i n a r y 

n o v e l - r e a d e r has become so v i t i a t e d w i t h t h e s e n s a t i o n a l p l o t s 
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o f t he day" t h a t he had l o s t h i s s en se o f l i t e r a r y a r t i s t r y . 

Even S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan, t he most r a d i c a l Canad i an c r i t i c 

o f t he 1 880 " s , d e p l o r e d t he " c h e a p Coney I s l a n d r e a l i s m " o f t he 
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Ame r i c an s e n s a t i o n a l p r e s s . H e r o p i n i o n was s h a r e d by J . E. 
S m i t h , who c o m p l a i n e d i n 1889 t h a t t he s e n s a t i o n a l n o v e l ' s 

emot i on s a r e s i m u l a t e d , i t s c h a r a c t e r s have l i t t l e 
v i t a l i t y , i t s d e s c r i p t i o n s have the s o r t o f r e s e m b l a n c e 
t o r e a l l i f e t h a t a mask has t o the human f a c e ; t h e r e 
i s a l i k e n e s s , b u t we a r e r a t h e r r e p e l l e d by i t t h a n 
a t t r a c t e d . The re i s no w r i t i n g t h a t so d e p r e c i a t e s the 
f o r c e and v a l u e o f t he w o r d . . . . i t i s i n d e s c r i b i n g 
emo t i on t h a t [ t he a u t h o r ] works h a r d e s t and a f f e c t s 
us l e a s t . L o ve , f e a r , h a t e , d e s p a i r , r emo r se , p e n i t e n c e 
. . . he s h r i n k s f r o m n o t h i n g , and h i s c h a r a c t e r s go 
t h r ough an amount o f menta l and mora l s u f f e r i n g t h a t 
one f e e l s s u r e o n l y the t o u g h e s t c o n s t i t u t i o n s c o u l d 
s u r v i v e i n r e a l l i f e . And y e t t he s t r a n g e p a r t o f i t 
i s we f e e l so l i t t l e sympathy w i t h them. 

Canad i an c r i t i c s a t t a c k e d o v e r t l y s e n s a t i o n a l f i c t i o n w i t h 

g r e a t g u s t o . They d i s c o v e r e d a more t h o r n y p r o b l e m i n n o v e l s 

w h i c h d e p i c t e d d e p r a v i t y i n o r d e r t o denounce i t . In h e r p r e ­

f a c e t o Honor E d g e w o r t h , o r , O t t a w a ' s P r e s e n t Tehse ( 1 8 8 2 ) , K a t e 
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B a r r y wa rned t h a t when d e a l i n g w i t h s uch l i t e r a t u r e , 

t h e eye o f t he c r i t i c . . . must n o t h e s i t a t e t o d i s ­
c e r n w h e t h e r the m o t i v e has been m e r e l y t o a r o u s e 
e m o t i o n a l t e n d e n c i e s , by c l o t h i n g l i f e ' s dangerous forms 
i n u n r e a l f a s c i n a t i o n s , o r (where t he a u t h o r ' s hand , 
g u i d e d by h i s u n s u l l i e d h e a r t , has t a ken up the q u i l l 
as a m i gh t y weapon) t o p r e s e r v e o r d e f e n d the mo ra l s 
o f h i s c o u n t r y . ° ^ 

D u r i n g the f i r s t y e a r o f i t s e x i s t e n c e t h e Canad ian M o n t h l y v o i c e d 

i t s s u s p i c i o n o f f i c t i o n w h i c h i n d u l g e d i n t he v e r y k i n d o f 

62 
s e n s a t i o n a l i s m t h a t i t s a u t h o r s p u r p o r t e d t o condemn, and when 

the M o n t h l y merged w i t h B e l f o r d ' s t o b e c o m e ' R o s e - B e l f O r d ' s Canad ian 
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M o n t h l y t he new magaz ine m a i n t a i n e d t h i s p o i n t o f v i e w . In 

the 1870 ' s t h e s e magaz ines e x p r e s s e d o p i n i o n s a l r e a d y c u r r e n t 

i n the 1840 ' s and 1 8 5 0 ' s , when t he G a r l a n d ' s 0 . P. d e c l a r e d t h a t 

such n o v e l s s h o u l d be p r o s c r i b e d because t hey " b r i n g t h e i r r e a d e r s 

among gamble r s and m u r d e r e r s , f o r g e r s and h ighwaymen, and t hey 

i n s t r u c t them i n t he s e c r e t s o f t h e i r o c c u p a t i o n s , t he p e c u l i a r i t i e s 
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o f t h e i r r e s i d e n c e s and a n a r r a t i o n o f t h e i r e x p l o i t s . " W i t h 

t h i s judgment e d i t o r i a l o p i n i o n i n t he G a r l a n d c o n c u r r e d , i n a 

r e v i e w o f G. P. R. J a m e s ' s R u s s e l w h i c h began , 

The re i s s o m e t h i n g so p o i s o n o u s i n the v e r y a tmosphere 
o f v i c e , e s p e c i a l l y t h a t o f a s e n s u a l c h a r a c t e r , t h a t 
we can h a r d l y b r e a t h e i n i t w i t h o u t c o n t a m i n a t i o n . 
The d e l i n e a t i o n o f i t i n a l l i t s o d i o u s and d i s g u s t i n g 
p a r t i c u l a r s , a l t h o u g h accompan ied w i t h a d e t a i l o f 
t h e r u i n o u s consequences t o . w h i c h i t i n e v i t a b l y l e a d s , 
has a n a t u r a l t endency t o p r oduce an e f f e c t the v e r y 
o p p o s i t e t o t h a t w h i c h t he g e n e r a l i t y o f t he n o v e l 
w r i t e r s o f the b i d s c h o o l , and n o t a few o f t he p r e s e n t 
day , seem t o have a n t i c i p a t e d . 6 5 

D e s p i t e i t s f r e q u e n t dogmat i sm, t h e G a r l a n d was f l e x i b l e enough 

t o p u b l i s h s e v e r a l a r t i c l e s w h i c h took t h e o t h e r s i d e . M i s s 
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F o s t e r ' s 1848 de f ence o f Jane E y r e a r gued a g a i n s t condemning a 

work as immora l because o f the i m p r o b i t y o f i t s " h e r o " w i t h o u t 

e x a m i n i n g t he l a r g e r mora l s i t u a t i o n , ^ and Susanna Mood ie 

championed " o u r g r e a t modern n o v e l i s t s " who d e s c r i b e d s o c i a l 

6 7 

e v i l i n o r d e r t o campaign f o r r e f o r m . 

In t he 1 8 8 0 ' s E m i l e Z o l a p r o v i d e d a c o n v e n i e n t f o c u s f o r 

d i s c u s s i o n s o f t h e b o u n d a r i e s and abuses o f f i c t i o n . H i s works 

b e w i l d e r e d some o f h i s d e t r a c t o r s , s i n c e , as G o l d w i n Sm i th 

a c k n o w l e d g e d , "They do n o t seem t o be e x a c t l y obscene o r even 

i m m o r a l ; a t l e a s t t h e r e i s n o t h i n g i n them c a l c u l a t e d t o i n f l a m e 

t h e p a s s i o n s . N o n e t h e l e s s Z o l a ' s n o v e l s d i d e l i c i t some w o n d e r ­

f u l l y c o l o u r f u l r h e t o r i c f r om Canad ian c r i t i c s , s uch as S m i t h ' s 

a s s e s sment o f L ' A s s o m o i r and Nana as " s i m p l y l o a t h s o m e " : 

Go i n t o t he f i l t h i e s t a l l e y y o u can f i n d i n New Y o r k , 
pace s l o w l y a l o n g i t , o b s e r v i n g i n t e n t l y each d i s g u s t i n g 
o b j e c t , s n i f f i n g d e l i b e r a t e l y each f o u l s m e l l , and y o u 
w i l l have a good n o t i o n o f " L ' A s s o m o i r " and " N a n a . " 
M. Z o l a ' s s p e c i a l i t y as an a r t i s t seems t o us t o be 
h i s f a c u l t y o f d i s t i n g u i s h i n g a l l t he e l e m e n t s o f a 
c o m p o s i t e s t e n c h and p r e s e n t i n g e a c h , w i t h t he d e l e c t a b l e 
s o u r c e o f i t , v i v i d l y t o t h e r e a d e r ' s m ind . P e o p l e '• 
who have a t a s t e f o r b a t h i n g i n a c e s s p o o l , c anno t be 
made d i r t i e r by b e i n g a l l o w e d t o do i t ' . * * 9 

I" The Week Z o l a was v a r i o u s l y d e s i g n a t e d " r e p u l s i v e , " " s l i m y , " 

" f o u l and p r u r i e n t , " " d e b a s e d , " and " d e g r a d e d . " The Week ' s 1891 

r e v i e w o f Z o l a ' s Money te rmed i t a " d u l l and d i s g u s t i n g b o o k , " 

l i k e " a pho tog r aph f u l l o f l e c h e r o u s and g reedy monkeys . " A t 

t he same t i m e Z o l a ' s s t y l e o f r e a l i s m was d e f i n e d as 

d u l n e s s w i t h the s u p e r a d d i t i o n s o f the odou r o f o n i o n s , 
w h i f f s f r om the s e w e r , s m e l l s o f decayed v e g e t a b l e s , 
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marks o f b e e r g l a s s e s on the t a b l e s , g r e a s y t a b l e 
n a p k i n s , i n a n e c o n v e r s a t i o n , s t u p i d r i b a l d r y . No 
undegraded p e r s o n w i t h a n o s e , e a r s and eyes v o l u n t a r i l y 
l i v e s i n such an e n v i r o n m e n t , o r v o l u n t a r i l y reads one 
o f Z o l a ' s book s . They a r e t h e w o r s t ga rbage o f modern 
l i t e r a t u r e , w h o l l y i n a r t i s t i c , e s s e n t i a l l y f a l s e as 
d e s c r i p t i o n s o f l i f e , and t o be a v o i d e d n o t becau se 
o f t h e i r i m m o r a l i t y ( f o r who can c a l l p u t r i d i t y i m m o r a l ? ) 
b u t becau se t hey a r e e m e t i c i n an e x c e s s i v e l y n a u s e a t i n g 
way. 70 

D e s p i t e t h i s c r i t i c ' s a s s u r a n c e t h a t he c anno t f i n d Z o l a ' s book 

" i m m o r a l , " h i s v i t u p e r a t i v e l anguage r e v e a l s the t remendous 

t h r e a t po sed by Z o l a ' s t r e a t m e n t o f the r e a l w o r l d t o a l l t h a t 

V i c t o r i a n Canada v a l u e d i n l i f e and l i t e r a t u r e , and t o i t s sen se 

o f the i n t e r a c t i o n between the two. 

I f l i t e r a t u r e c o u l d p o l l u t e by e xamp le , so c o u l d i t e l e v a t e . 

When n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian c r i t i c s f ound f i c t i o n t o be a 

v a l i d o r v a l u a b l e f o rm o f e n t e r t a i n m e n t , t hey u s u a l l y saw t h e 

f i c t i v e w o r l d u p h o l d i n g t he i d e a l s and p r i n c i p l e s by w h i c h s o c i e t y 

was s u p p o s e d l y m o t i v a t e d i n t h e r e a l w o r l d . W i t h a few n o t a b l e 

e x c e p t i o n s , n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y c r i t i c s m a i n t a i n e d t h a t the pu rpo se 

o f good l i t e r a t u r e was t o i n s t r u c t : m o r a l l y by p r o v i d i n g examples 

o f p r o p e r c o n d u c t , and e d u c a t i o n a l l y by p r o v i d i n g u s e f u l i n f o r m a t i o n 

a b o u t the r e a l w o r l d . Hence i n a c c e p t a b l e l i t e r a t u r e t h e e m o t i o n a l 

power w i e l d e d by t h e n o v e l was e x p e c t e d t o work e n t i r e l y f o r t h e 

good. The mechan i c s o f t h i s c o n n e c t i o n between t h e r e a l and 

f i c t i v e w o r l d s were o u t l i n e d i n an a r t i c l e by Grace A g u i l a r , 

r e p r i n t e d i n t he A n g l o - A m e r i c a n i n 1852, w h i c h u p h e l d f i c t i o n as 

one o f the ' b e s t means t o communicate t r u t h : 



who i s t h e r e t h a t c anno t r e t r a c e a l o n g - g r o w i n g d i s ­
l i k e and f e a r o f some p a r t i c u l a r f a u l t , o r a s t i l l -
s t r e n g t h e n i n g a p p r o v a l o f an o p p o s i t e v i r t u e , t o t h e 
v i v i d e f f e c t p r o d u c e d by a w e l l - w r i t t e n t a l e ? Bo th 
v i r t u e and f a u l t , p e r h a p s , had been s e t b e f o r e us a 
hund red t i m e s ; b u t i t was n o t t i l l we saw t he one 
e x e m p l i f i e d i n t he c o n d u c t o f a good g i r l , o r t h e 
consequences o f t h e i o t h e r p i c t u r e d i n the m i s e r y o f 
a naughty b o y , t h a t e i t h e r w rough t upon us any degree 
o f t h a t i n f l u e n t i a l i m p r e s s i o n w h i c h has s i n c e grown 
w i t h ou r growth and s t r e n g t h e n e d w i t h o u r s t r e n g t h 
. . . . Have we n o t f o u n d t he mora l t r u t h , o r the 
mora l q u a l i t y , w h i c h , i n i t s a b s t r a c t n a t u r e , has 
s c a r c e l y been apprehended by us , s t a r t l i n g us i n t o 
a t t e n t i o n , f i x i n g i t s e l f w i t h p o w e r f u l g ra sp on a l l 
o u r f a c u l t i e s , when c l o t h e d i n i t s d e v e l o p e d a t t r i b u t e s , 
— when embodied i n a r e a l c h a r a c t e r ? ' 1 

The watchwords o f t h i s d i d a c t i c a t t i t u d e were " m o r a l , " " t r u t h , " 

" v i r t u e , " " i d e a l , " " r e s p e c t a b i l i t y , " and " d e c o r u m . " Most c r i t i c s 

w r i t i n g i n t he l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l s f e l . t i t t h e i r du t y t o e v a l u a t e 

l i t e r a t u r e p r i m a r i l y on grounds o f r e l i g i o u s and s e x u a l m o r a l i t y , 

w h i c h t hey d e f i n e d as c o n v e n t i o n a l i t y , and w o u l d have a g r e e d 

w i t h t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f t he r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the l i t e r a r y r e v i e w e r 

w h i c h appea red i n t he G a r l a n d i n 1840: 

The re w i l l a lways . . . be scope f o r the l e g i t i m a t e 
e x e r c i s e o f t he l a s h , as l o n g as i g n o r a n c e and v a n i t y 
s h a l l f i n d v e n t t h r ough t he p r e s s ; books o f d o u b t f u l 
mora l t e n d e n c y , o r t h o s e d e s i g n e d t o pande r t o t he 
v i c i o u s a p p e t i t e s o f t he many, w i l l a lways o f f e r a 
f a i r mark t o the r e v i e w e r whose pen i s d i p p e d i n g a l l . 
In s uch cases s e v e r i t y i s a v i r t u e , and he t h a t can 
s c o u r g e t he g u i l t y i n t o a p r o p e r r e s p e c t f o r honour 
and d e c e n c y , i s a p u b l i c b e n e f a c t o r . 

W h i l e t he mora l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s o f t h e n o v e l i s t were g e n e r a l 

t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d , t h e r e was l e s s c r i t i c a l a c c o r d r e g a r d i n g t h e 

p e r m i s s i b l e range o f the a c t u a l c o n t e n t s - o f the n o v e l . E a r l y 

i n the c e n t u r y , when l i t e r a t u r e i n t e n d e d me re l y f o r e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
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was g e n e r a l l y s u s p e c t , f i c t i o n was r e q u i r e d t o d e m o n s t r a t e i t s 

" u t i l i t y . " As t h e two r e v i e w s o f S t . U r s u l a ' s Convent i n d i c a t e , 

t h i s was t o be a c c o m p l i s h e d e i t h e r by p r o v i d i n g u s e f u l i n f o r -

73 

m a t i o n o r by s u p p o r t i n g " t h e h i g h e s t s e n t i m e n t s o f m o r a l i t y 

74 

and v i r t u e . " P r a i s e w o r t h y n o v e l s were e x p e c t e d t o c o n t a i n an 

e x t r a c t a b l e mo ra l r e l a t i n g d i r e c t l y t o the w o r l d o f e v e r y d a y 

e x p e r i e n c e : i n 1832 t he H a l i f a x M o n t h l y Magaz i ne a p p l a u d e d James 

Fen imore C o o p e r ' s The B r a v o as " an a d m i r a b l y c o n s t r u c t e d i l l u s t r a t i o n 
75 

o f t he e v i l s o f bad gove rnmen t . " A lways more c o n c e r n e d w i t h a 

n o v e l ' s mora l i m p o r t than w i t h i t s l i t e r a r y v a l u e , the L i t e r a r y 

G a r l a n d ' s r e v i e w e r s e n j o y e d f r a m i n g mora l mes sages , such as t he 

one f o u n d i n The L o t t e r y o f L i f e by t he Counte s s o f B l e s s i n g t o n : 

As a p l e a s a n t p a s t i m e , i t may be r e a d , a n d , i f t he mora l 
be a p p l i e d by t h o s e who r e a d i t , t o t h e m s e l v e s i t 
w i l l n o t be w i t h o u t p r o f i t . I t t e a c h e s t h a t the pa th 
t o honou r i s open t o a l l who w o r t h i l y pu r s ue i t , and 
t h a t i l l - r e g u l a t e d c o n d u c t and u n s t a b l e p r i n c i p l e s 
w i l l b r i n g even t he h i g h e s t i n rank t o a v e r y low 
p l a c e i n d e e d , i n f o r t u n e ' s w h e e l . 

In t h e G a r l a n d , even so g r e a t a n o v e l as The S c a r l e t L e t t e r was 

v a l u e d p r i m a r i l y f o r the a p p l i c a b i l i t y o f i t s message, s i n c e 

i t was f o u n d t o c o n t a i n 

a t h r i l l i n g p o r t r a i t u r e o f t h e i n n e r man, s hew ing the 
res i s t i e s s.i f o r c e o f uncu rbed p a s s i o n , and the m i gh t 
and c e r t a i n t y o f t he r e t r i b u t i o n , w h i c h f o l l o w s i t s 
i n d u l g e n c e . So s t r i k i n g l y i s t h e g r e a t mora l d e v e l o p e d 
i n t h e s t o r y , t h a t a l l who r e a d must u n v o l u n t a r i l y 
ask t h e m s e l v e s i f t h e y a r e l i v i n g a l i f e o f h y p o c r i s y , 
o r i f t he g r e a t and d i v i n e law o f T r u t h i s t h e gu i de 
and s a f e g u a r d o f t h e i r h e a r t s . ? 7 

Around the m i d d l e o f the c e n t u r y , t h o s e who demanded t h a t 



f i c t i o n u p h o l d t r a d i t i o n a l v a l u e s began t o f i n d t h e m s e l v e s c a u g h t 

i n a web o f p a r a d o x e s . In 1851 Su sanna Mood ie took t he most 

r a d i c a l p o s i t i o n t o be f ound i n Canad i an c r i t i c i s m a t t h a t t i m e . 

W r i t i n g i n t h e G a r l a n d , she p r a i s e d " o u r g r e a t modern n o v e l i s t s , " 

D i c ken s and Sue , f o r v e n t u r i n g i n t o t he r e a l m o f " t h e m u r d e r e r , 

t h e t h d e f , t he p r o s t i t u t e " t o d e p i c t " h e a r t - r e n d e r i n g p i c t u r e s 

o f human s u f f e r i n g and d e g r a d a t i o n . " The v a l u e o f the work o f 

" t h e s e humane men [who] b i d y o u s t e p w i t h them i n t o t he d i r t y 

h o v e l s o f t he o u t c a s t s o f s o c i e t y , and see wha t c r i m e r e a l l y 

i s , and a l l t he m i s e r i e s w h i c h i g n o r a n c e and p o v e r t y , and >a 

want o f s e l f - r e s p e c t n e v e r f a i l t o b r i n g a b o u t " l a y i n . t h e s o c i a l 

r e f o rms they a d v o c a t e d : 

I f t h e s e r e p r o b a t e d works o f f i c t i o n can s t a r t l e t h e 
r i c h i n t o a p a i n f u l c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f the wants and 
a gon i e s o f the p o o r , and make them, i n d e s p i t e o f a l l 
t he c o n v e n t i o n a l laws o f s o c i e t y , acknowledge t h e i r 
k i n d r e d h u m a n i t y , who s h a l l s a y t h a t t h e s e books have 
been w r i t t e n i n v a i n ? F o r my own p a r t I l o o k upon 
t h e s e men as heaven i n s p i r e d t e a c h e r s , who have been 
commi s s i oned by the g r e a t F a t h e r o f s o u l s , t o p r o c l a i m 
t o t he w o r l d t h e wrongs and s u f f e r i n g s o f m i l l i o n s o f 
h i s c r e a t u r e s , t o p l e a d t h e i r cause w i t h u n f l i n c h i n g 
i n t e g r i t y , and w i t h a l m o s t superhuman e l o q u e n c e demand 
f o r them the j u s t i c e w h i c h s o c i e t y has so l o n g d e n i e d . 
These men a r e t h e b e n e f a c t o r s o f t h e i r s p e c i e s , t o whom 
t h e w h o l e human r a c e owe a v a s t deb t o f g r a t i t u d e . 7 ^ 

F F e w m m i d - V i c t o r i a n Canad ian c r i t i c s went as f a r as Mr s . 

M o o d i e , and none wen t f u r t h e r i n a l l o w i n g t he n o v e l t o wander 

i n t o t he n e t h e r a r e a s o f human e x p e r i e n c e , even i f i t s p u rpo se 

was l a u d a t o r y . B u t d u r i n g t he l a t t e r h a l f o f t he n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y t h e g r e a t n o v e l i s t s o f B r i t a i n and Europe were engaged 



i n e x p l o r i n g the l i t e r a r y and s o c i a l f r o n t i e r s o f f i c t i o n . 

Hence Canad i an c r i t i c s f r e q u e n t l y f o u n d t hemse l ve s i n an i r o n i c 

p o s i t i o n . As c u l t u r a l c o n s e r v a t i v e s t h e y g e n e r a l l y d i s t r u s t e d 

l i t e r a t u r e t h a t was p u r e l y e n t e r t a i n i n g , r e q u i r i n g a c o n c r e t e 

mora l c o n n e c t i o n between the r e a l and the f i c t i v e w o r l d s ; b u t 

becau se t hey w e r e - c o n s e r v a t i v e , t h e y were i n c r e a s i n g l y d i s c o n c e r t e d 

t o d i s c o v e r t h a t the d i d a c t i c i s m w h i c h t h e y demanded o f f i c t i o n 

was b e i n g d i r e c t e d towards r a d i c a l end s . As a r e s u l t t hey were 

l e f t w i t h a number o f u n s a t i s f a c t o r y a l t e r n a t i v e s . They c o u l d 

c o n t i n u e t o demand t h a t l i t e r a t u r e be i n s t r u c t i v e , and s i m p l y 

r a i l a g a i n s t t h o s e n o v e l i s t s who c a r r i e d t h e i r d i d a c t i c i s m i n t o 

u n m e n t i o n a b l e r e g i o n s . They c o u l d acknowledge the l i t e r a r y 

g r e a t n e s s o f t he b e s t w r i t e r s , w h i l e b e w a i l i n g t h e i r i m m o r a l i t y . 

Or t hey c o u l d cease t o demand t h a t f i c t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e dea l 

w i t h e v e r y d a y l i f e , and i n s t e a d c a l l f o r a r e t u r n t o the good o l d 

days o f S i r W a l t e r S c o t t . 

Examples o f the f i r s t two p o s i t i o n s abound i n t he L i t e r a r y 

G a r l a n d . The G a r l a n d ' s p r e d i l e c t i o n f o r l i t e r a t u r e " a l i k e e l e g a n t 

i n s t y l e and d i c t i o n , " w i t h a " h i g h tone o f r e l i g i o u s and mora l 
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f e e l i n g " meant t h a t i t e x p e r i e n c e d d i f f i c u l t y a c c e p t i n g even 

t he r e l a t i v e l y i nnocuou s work o f C h a r l e s D i c k e n s . I t s e d i t o r i a l 

r e s p o n s e t o O l i v e r T w i s t i n d i c a t e s t h a t f r o m a mora l p o i n t o f 

v iew t he r e v i e w e r f e l t uneasy abou t t he k i n d s o f c h a r a c t e r s who 

r e c e i v e t he a u t h o r ' s a t t e n t i o n , b u t t h a t as a r e a d e r he c o u l d n ' t 

h e l p r e s p o n d i n g t o D i c k e n s ' s a r t i s t i c power: 



I t i s t r u e t h a t a good d e a l o f t he c h a r a c t e r s t he 
book d e l i n e a t e s , i s n o t such as t o i m p a r t much b e n e f i t , 
e x c e p t by t e a c h i n g t o shun t ho se whose p o r t r a i t s a r e 
e x h i b i t e d ; b u t f o r i n t e r e s t , m i r t h , o r p a t h o s , no 
pen s u r p a s s e s t h a t o f B o z , and no p r o d u c t i o n o f t h a t 
pen s u r p a s s e s " O l i v e r T w i s t . " 8 0 

In The Ch imes , however , n o t even D i c k e n s ' s . l i t e r a r y g i f t s c o u l d 

redeem h i s mo ra l e r r o r s . W h i l e a g r e e i n g i n p r i n c i p l e w i t h t h e 

k i n d s o f r e f o rms D i c ken s a d v o c a t e d , t he G a r l a n d f ound D i c k e n s 
O] 

g u i l t y o f t h e t e r r i b l e c r i m e o f f o m e n t i n g c l a s s d i s c o r d . 

S e v e r a l months l a t e r D i s r a e l i , a w r i t e r o f " h i g h g e n i u s , " was 

a l s o c h i d e d f o r o v e r s t e p p i n g t h e a c c e p t a b l e l i m i t s o f f i c t i o n by 

e x p r e s s i n g h i s C h a r t i s t s y m p a t h i e s i n S y b i l . So t h r e a t e n i n g were 

D i s r a e l i ' s p o l i t i c s t h a t t he G a r l a n d s o l e m n l y d e c l a r e d t h a t " i t 

i s o u r f i r m c o n v i c t i o n t h a t were the tone assumed by t he a u t h o r 

t o be g e n e r a l l y a d o p t e d , we s h o u l d e r e l o n g w i t n e s s t h e d e c l i n e 

o f G r e a t B r i t a i n f r o m t h e e m i n e n t p o s i t i o n she now h o l d s among 
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t h e n a t i o n s o f t he e a r t h . " 

Because o f t h e i r c o n s e r v a t i s m , many Canad i an c r i t i c s f o u n d 

t h e m s e l v e s t r a p p e d between t h e i r p r e d e t e r m i n e d s t a n d a r d s o f wha t 

a n o v e l s h o u l d b e , and t h e i r a c t u a l a e s t h e t i c r e spon se t o g r e a t 

l i t e r a t u r e w h i c h v i o l a t e d t h o s e s t a n d a r d s . T h i s c o n f l i c t between 

a c r i t i c ' s a p p r o v a l o f a n o v e l i s t ' s a r t i s t r y and d i s a p p r o v a l o f 

t he same n o v e l i s t ' s m o r a l i t y appea red most o v e r t l y i n an anonymous 

a r t i c l e on Georges Sand p u b l i s h e d i n t h e G a r l a n d i n 1849. The 

a u t h o r a c know ledged t h a t " a s a mere w r i t e r I Sand] d e c i d e d l y s t a n d s 

a l o n e , u n p a r a l l e l e d , and f a r above e v e r y o t h e r o f t he p r e s e n t 

d a y . " He t h e n added , 



No w r i t e r , however , s i n c e the days o f Rousseau and 
h i s " H e l o i s e , " has done so much harm as George., S and , 
o r has t e n d e d more t o d e m o r a l i z e s o c i e t y a t l a r g e . . . . 
T o t a l l y w i t h o u t e i t h e r p r i n c i p l e o r r e l i g i o n , h e r 
w h o l e o b j e c t seems t o be t o c a s t a s t i g m a upon e v e r y 
f e e l i n g we a r e t a u g h t t o v a l u e — upon e v e r y i n s t i t u t i o n 
we h o l d s a c r e d . ° 3 

Georges Sand was n o t u n i v e r s a l l y condemned i n Canada, however . 

In 1877 t he Canad ian M o n t h l y , r e v i e w i n g h e r Tower o f P e r c e m o n t , 

named h e r " t h e a u t h o r who, n e x t t o George E l i o t , has done most 

t o redeem the modern n o v e l f r om d e c a y i n g a l o n g w i t h t he modern 

drama. 

O f t e n a c r i t i c ' s c o n f l i c t i n g r e spon se s m a n i f e s t e d t h e m s e l v e s 

more s u b t l y , . - and a r e d i s c e r n i b l e more i n h i s l anguage t han 

i n h i s o v e r t l y e x p r e s s e d o p i n i o n s . T h a t t he consequences c o u l d 

be q u i t e humorous was i n a d v e r t e n t l y d e m o n s t r a t e d by C h a r l e s 

Pe lham M u l v a n e y ' s 1878 d i s c u s s i o n o f Marion L e s c a u t , i n w h i c h he 

s a i d o f t he h e r o i n e t h a t "The a u t h o r p a i n t s i n the warmest c o l o u r s 

h e r m a t c h l e s s b e a u t y and g r a c e and cha rm ing g a i e t y , so t h a t w h i l e 

we r e a d we a l m o s t f o r g e t t o condemn the i n f a t u a t i o n w h i c h she 
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i n s p i r e s . " L a t e r a r t i c l e s o c c a s i o n a l l y r e v e a l a c r i t i c i n t he 

p r o c e s s o f w o r k i n g o u t h i s d i v e r g e n t r e s p o n s e s , i n o r d e r t o 

r e c o n c i l e a n o v e l ' s o b v i o u s g r e a t n e s s w i t h i t s l e s s a c c e p t a b l e 

q u a l i t i e s . One o f t he most i n t e r e s t i n g examples o f t h e c r i t i c 

w r e s t l i n g w i t h t h e n o v e l appea red i n The Week ' s 1886 d i s c u s s i o n 

o f The Mayor o f C a s t e r b r i d g e . The anonymous r e v i e w e r r e a l i z e d 

t h a t Hardy e n t e r e d t e r r i t o r y n o t u s u a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h l i t e r a r y 

m a s t e r p i e c e s when he remarked t h a t 



The m a t e r i a l w i t h w h i c h Mr. Hardy works i s o f t he 
c o a r s e s t f i b r e , though n o t w h o l l y base . . . . The 
s o c i a l h o r i z o n o f "The Mayor o f C a s t e r b r i d g e " i s 
c o n t r a c t e d . The l i f e i t d e p i c t s i s un redeemab ly 
d u l l , and the d i a l o g u e abounds i n i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s . 

Hence i t a ppea red t o h im t h a t H a r d y ' s s k i l l made t h e book g r e a t 

a l m o s t i n s p i t e o f i t s c o n t e n t : 

t h e a r t w i t h w h i c h the w h o l e c o n c e p t i o n i s w rough t 
has added d e f i n i t e l y t o t he s m a l l amount o f genu ine 
human n a t u r e embod ied i n c u r r e n t f i c t i o n . . . . t he 
book h o l d s t h e i n a l i e n a b l e charm o f t r u t h , and w i l l 
s c o r e a s u c c e s s o f a new o r d e r f o r the n o v e l i s t whose 
name i t b e a r s . 

The Week f o u n d a r t i s t r y t o j u s t i f y c o n t e n t a l s o i n Anna K a r e n i n a . 

R e a d i n g the n o v e l as an a c c o u n t o f " t h e i n e v i t a b l e consequences 

o f a t r a n s g r e s s i o n o f v i r t u e , " The Week ' s r e v i e w e r was a b l e t o 

c o n c l u d e t h a t " T h i s i s a m a s t e r p i e c e o f f i c t i o n , and though d e a l -
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i n g w i t h a d e l i c a t e s u b j e c t , a p r o f o u n d l y mo ra l b o o k . " B u t 

i n The Week a r t i s t r y t r i u m p h e d o v e r m o r a l s t r i c t u r e o n l y some 
o f the t i m e . L a t e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canada ' s most i m p o r t a n t 

p e r i o d i c a l d e s c r i b e d T o l s t o y ' s " K r e u t z e r S o n a t a " as " d r e a r y and 
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p e s s i m i s t i c " and f ound t h a t t he t r u t h f u l n e s s o f George M o o r e ' s 

C e l i b a t e s c o u l d n o t e x cu se i t s o f f e n s i v e n e s s : 

U n d e n i a b l y p o w e r f u l , b u t i n t e n s e l y d i s a g r e e a b l e i s 
" C e l i b a t e s " by George Moore . I t c o n s i s t s o f t h r e e 
s t o r i e s , the s e cond o f w h i c h s h o u l d n e v e r have been 
w r i t t e n . A l l t h r e e d e a l w i t h u n p l e a s a n t s u b j e c t s and 
p e r s o n s , and though we f u l l y r e c o g n i z e t h e i r a b i l i t y 
and a l s o we r e g r e t t o say t h e i r t r u t h f u l n e s s as p o s s i b l e 
s k e t c h e s o f r e a l l i f e , we c o n f e s s t o have o b t a i n e d 
l i t t l e f r om t h e i r p e r u s a l . 8 9 

By t he 1 8 5 0 ' s Canad i an w r i t e r s and c r i t i c s had p e r c e i v e d 

t h a t the d i r e c t i o n t a k e n by s e r i o u s E n g l i s h n o v e l i s t s l e d away 



f r o m the who le some, e n t e r t a i n i n g romances o f S i r W a l t e r S c o t t * 

towards a commitment t o p h i l o s o p h i c a l , p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l and 

s e x u a l i s s u e s w h i c h f r e q u e n t l y c h a l l e n g e d the s t a t u s quo. They 

q u i c k l y d i s c o v e r e d t h a t one way t o a v o i d t he u n p l e a s a n t n e s s 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t he c o n t e n t s and messages o f t h e s e " p r o b l e m 

n o v e l s " was t o c a l l f o r f i c t i o n t h a t was s i m p l y e n t e r t a i n i n g . ' 

In 1855, t he c h a r a c t e r s o f t h e " E d i t o r ' s S h a n t y " column o f t he 

A n g l o - A m e r i c a n Magaz i ne summar i zed t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e i r c o n ­

v e r s a t i o n abou t The Young Husband by M r s . G rey : 

M a j o r : Mr s . Grey i s a c l e v e r w r i t e r , b u t t o o f o n d o f 
d w e l l i n g upon t h e d a r k e r f e a t u r e s o f o u r f a l l e n h u m a n i t y . 
She i s a lways s t r a i n i n g a f t e r p a i n f u l e f f e c t s . 

L a i r d : What i s t he use o ' w r i t i n g s i c h a v e r s , I s h o u l d 
l i k e t o kenJ When a man t a k s up a s t o r y book i t i s f o r 
t h e p u r p o s e o ' r e l a x a t i o n . He has been worn o o t wi 
s e w i n g b r e e k s , i f a t a i l o r — o r s k e l p i n ' dogged l a d d i e s , 
i f a s c h o o l m a s t e r - - o r p l o u g h i n g , i f a f a r m e r , l i k e 
y o u r humble s e r v a n t . . . . The c r e a t u r e l e e s down 
upon a s o f a , l i c h t s h i s p i p e , and opens the volume 
e x p e c t i n ' t o be e n t e r t a i n e d and d i v e r t e d . B u t l o s h 
p i t y me, e r e he has r e a d a d i z e n pages he f i n d s h i m s e l f 
i n a p e r f e c t bog o ' m i s e r y and t r i b u l a t i o n — up t o t h e 
v e r a o x t e r i n s o r r o w - - and f a r m a i r i n c l i n e d t o g r e e t 
than t o l a u g h J Whaur i s t he r e l a x a t i o n t h e r e , I w o u l d 
l i k e t o ken? 

D o c t o r : I p e r f e c t l y ag ree w i t h y o u . The re i s enough , 
and more t h a n enough , o f c a r k and c a r e i n t h i s p l a n e t 
o f o u r s , w i t h o u t s e e k i n g t o i m p o r t any o f the a r t i c l e 
f r o m d r e a m l a n d . g 0 

Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , the M a j o r (and p re sumab l y t he e d i t o r ) a p p r o v e d 

o f a h i s t o r i c a l romance whose a u t h o r 

i s i m p r e g n a t e d t o the backbone w i t h t he c o n c e n t r a t e d 
e s s e n c e o f s t o r y - t e l l i n g . On he goes f r o m one a d v e n t u r e 
t o a n o t h e r , w i t h o u t s t o p p i n g t o m o r a l i z e o r do the 
s e n t i m e n t a l , and crams as much m a t e r i a l i n t o a c h a p t e r 
as w o u l d s e r v e t h e m a j o r i t y o f modern f i c t i o n manu­
f a c t u r e r s f o r a f u l l - g r o w n v o l u m e ! 9 1 



When Canad ian c r i t i c s o f t he s e c o n d h a l f o f t he n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y a s k e d t h a t f i c t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e a v o i d mora l messages 

t hey were n o t a lways s i d e s t e p p i n g t r i c k y i s s u e s . Be l f o r d ' s 

a r gued q u i t e c o n s i s t e n t l y t h a t " a w r i t e r o f f i c t i o n must 

e s t a b l i s h t he a r t i s t i c c l a i m be fo re ;h i s p r e a c h i n g can be t o l e r a t e d " 

becau se d i d a c t i c i s m was n o t an e s s e n t i a l a s p e c t o f t he n o v e l : 

I t i s n o t i n e v e r y ca se a p l e a s a n t e x p e r i e n c e when 
y o u t a k e up f o r pu re r e c r e a t i o n and en joymen t a n o v e l , 
a t t r a c t i v e i n t i t l e and g e n e r a l s u r f a c e , t o f i n d b e ­
f o r e y o u have r e a d v e r y f a r t h a t e i t h e r by ea s y and 
g r a d u a l s t a g e s y o u a r e b e i n g l u r e d on , o r . b y .a sudden 
p i u n g e i n medias re s y o u a r e b r o u g h t f a c e t o f a c e 
w i t h t h a t bgte~~no i re o f n o v e l r e a d e r s - - an o b j e c t . 
I t may be p o l i t i c a l , s c i e n t i f i c , p h i l a n t h r o p i c o r 
r e l i g i o u s , i n a n o t h e r f o rm an o l d hobby o f y o u r own: 
b u t w h a t e v e r i t i s , i t i s f o r e i g n m a t t e r i n a n o v e l . 9 3 

C r i t i c s w i t h a t a s t e f o r l i t e r a r y a r t i s t r y denounced s e r m o n i z i n g , 

and r e q u i r e d t h a t a n o v e l ' s mo r a l s t r u c t u r e be i m p l i c i t w i t h i n 

i t s n a r r a t i v e s t r u c t u r e . Rev. J . A. B r a y , who r e v i e w e d many 

p o p u l a r n o v e l s i n h i s Canadi ah S p e c t a t o r , h i g h l y p r a i s e d a book 

f o r b e i n g " s i n g u l a r l y d e s t i t u t e o f ' p a d d i n g , ' no ' m o r a l r e m a r k s ' 

o f the a u t h o r ' s h i n d e r t he p r o g r e s s o f t he p l o t o r occupy the 
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c l o s i n g p a g e s ; the mora l i s i n t he s t o r y i t s e l f . " The Canad ian 

M o n t h l y s i m i l a r l y d e c l a r e d t h a t "we may doubt t he a e s t h e t i c 
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p r o p r i e t y o f f i c t i o n b e i n g l a d e n w i t h s o c i a l m o r a l i t i e s " and 

was happy t o a c c e p t f i c t i o n i n tended p u r e l y f o r e n t e r t a i n m e n t so 

l o n g as decorum was m a i n t a i n e d . I t w o u l d n o t t o l e r a t e some 

n o v e l i s t s because 

A few modern w r i t e r s a r e a p t t o t h i n k t h a t c o a r s e n e s s 
and s t r e n g t h a r e synonymous, and t h a t , because S m o l l e t t 
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and F i e l d i n g w r o t e down i n b l a c k and w h i t e wha t g e n t l e ­
men o f t h e i r age w o u l d n o t have s c r u p l e d t o t a l k and 
l augh abou t o u t l o u d , we can now-a -day s w r i t e wha t no 
one w o u l d v e n t u r e t o d e s c r i b e i n a c o n v e r s a t i o n . 9 6 

Bu t t h e work s o f a good p o p u l a r w r i t e r l i k e T r o l l o p e were w e l ­

comed becau se " h e does no t l i v e and move i n an a tmosphere r e d o l e n t 

o f c o n j u g a l i n f i d e l i t y and s e c r e t p o i s o n i n g . The re i s n o t h i n g 

i n h i s n o v e l s t o w h i c h Mr. Podsnap c o u l d o b j e c t , as l i k e l y t o 
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be o f f e n s i v e o r h a r m f u l t o t h e young p e r s o n . 1 " W h i l e t he 

M o n t h l y was w i l l i n g t o acknowledge t he e n t e r t a i n m e n t v a l u e o f 

a w e l l - p l o t t e d a d v e n t u r e n o v e l , e x e m p l i f i e d by t he works o f 

W i l k i e C o l l i n s ( f i v e o f whose s t o r i e s and n o v e l s appea red i n the 

M o n t h l y and i n R O s e - B e l f O r d ' s ) , i t i n s i s t e d t h a t o n l y p r o s e f i c t i o n 

w h i c h r e a c h e d the s t a n d a r d s e t by George E l i o t c o n t a i n e d t r u e 

l i t e r a r y v a l u e . Hence a c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n between the a c c e p t a b l e 

p o p u l a r n o v e l and the v a l u a b l e l i t e r a r y n o v e l u n d e r l i e s a l l . t h e 

\ M o n t h l y ' s l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m , such as i t s e v a l u a t i o n o f George 
M e r e d i t h ' s BeaUchamp ' s C a r e e r : 

I t s a u t h o r i s f a r l e s s r e a d . a n d l e s s h e a r d o f t han he 
d e s e r v e s t o be - - p r o b a b l y becau se h i s works a r e o f 
a c l a s s beyond t he a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t he a ve rage n o v e l -
r e a d e r , who c a r e s o n l y f o r h i g h l y wrough t p l o t and 
s e n s a t i o n a l i n c i d e n t s ; and p a r t l y , a l s o , becau se h i s 
c i r c u i t o u s and somewhat r e c o n d i t e s t y l e , s t r o n g and 
v i v i d as i t i s , r e s emb le s t h a t o f B r own i n g t o o much 
t o be p a l a t a b l e t o the man who t a k e s up a work o f 
f i c t i o n f o r r e l a x a t i o n o n l y , and does n o t c a r e t o be 
c o n f r o n t e d w i t h s o c i a l p rob lems o r l i t e r a r y enigmas a t 
e v e r y t u r n . . . . " Beauchamp ' s C a r e e r " w i l l p r o b a b l y 
be f a r l e s s w i d e l y r e a d than "The B o u d o i r C a b a l , " 
b u t any t r u e l o v e r o f l i t e r a t u r e w i l l rank i t as s u p e r i o r 
t o t h a t c l e v e r s a t i r e as " R o m o l a " o r " M i d d l e m a r c h " 
i s t o a n o v e l o f Rhoda B r o u g h t o n ' s . 9 8 
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I n The Week, however , c r i t i c s who a d v o c a t e d h a r m l e s s l y 

e n t e r t a i n i n g n o v e l s u s u a l l y d i d s o l e s s f o r a e s t h e t i c r ea son s 

t han o u t o f d i s t a s t e f o r t he k i n d s o f mora l c o n c e r n s w h i c h p r e ­

o c c u p i e d the g r e a t e r n o v e l i s t s . C. Dav i s E n g l i s h spoke f o r 

most o f The Week ' s c o n t r i b u t o r s when he d e c l a r e d t h a t , " F i c t i o n 

i s p r i m a r i l y d e s i g n e d f o r amusement, and w h i l e i t may i n c u l c a t e 

a mora 1"]"pesson, i t must n o t p l a y upon t he mind a c a n - c a n , o r 
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i m p r i n t upon i t a l oa th some p i c t u r e . " He r e c e i v e d t he s u p p o r t 

o f C a r t e r T r o o p , who a r gued t h a t " t h e p r i m a r y o b j e c t o f t he n o v e l 

i s t o amuse. I t s o f f i c e i s n e i t h e r t o t e a c h n o r t o p r e a c h " 

becau se he was o f f e n d e d by w r i t e r s l i k e R i d e r H a g g a r d , whose 

i m a g i n a t i o n was " a t once m o r b i d and s e n s u a l . T o w a r d s t h e 

end o f t he c e n t u r y , and p r i m a r i l y i n The Week, t he wo rd " w h o l e ­

some" appea red i n Canad i an l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m as a d e f i n i t i v e 

t e r m o f a p p r o b a t i o n . In t h e i r campaign f o r f i c t i o n t h a t was 

h e a l t h y , wholesomei and " e m i n e n t l y r e s p e c t a b l e , " ^ many o f The 

Week ' s w r i t e r s i m p l i c i t l y c o n s t r u c t e d a h i s t o r y o f the E n g l i s h 

n o v e l w h i c h l o o k e d back t o the t i m e o f S i r W a l t e r S c o t t as a 

l o s t Go lden Age o f E n g l i s h r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n . Among t he most 

v o c a l o f t h e s e c r i t i c s was Graeme M e r c e r Adam, who i n 1885 mourned 

t h a t "The good o l d r o m a n t i c and i m a g i n a t i v e n o v e l o f o u r g r a n d -
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m o t h e r s ' t i m e seems a c r e a t i o n w h o l l y o f the p a s t . " In 1894 

The Week welcomed a r e p r i n t o f The C l o i s t e r and t h e H e a r t h by 

e x c l a i m i n g , "How t r u l y r e f r e s h i n g i s t h i s good, o l d - f a s h i o n e d 

romance i n c o n t r a s t w i t h p r e s e n t day r e a l i s m and p s y c h o l o g i c a l 



a n a l y s i s : a happy s u b s t i t u t e i n d e e d . " l u o And Anthony H o p e ' s 

The P r i s o n e r o f Zenda was g r e e t e d w i t h t h e d e c l a r a t i o n t h a t 

The good o l d days o f romance a r e w i t h us a g a i n : C r o c k e t t , 
Weyman, Hope, P a r k e r and o t h e r s a r e g i v i n g us e x c e l l e n t 
m a t t e r , i n an e x c e l l e n t manner, and we a r e i n d e e d t r u l y 
t h a n k f u l f o r a r enewa l o f the l i t e r a r y f e a s t w i t h w h i c h 
S c o t t and h i s f e l l o w s d e l i g h t e d o u r y o u n g e r hou r s J 04 

Most a p p l a u d e d were he roe s and n o v e l s " o f the o l d s c h o o l , " t he 

o l d s c h o o l c o n s i s t i n g o f S c o t t , Reade, fr. P. R. James , and who­

e v e r e l s e had s p e c i a l i z e d i n the c r e a t i o n o f " f r e s h wholesome 
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romance, f r e e f r om s o u l - h a r r o w i n g i n c i d e n t s . " Mos t o f The 

Week ' s l i t e r a r y c r i t i c s w o u l d have a g r e e d w i t h W. A. F r a s e r , a 

C a n a d i a n - b o r n p o p u l a r n o v e l i s t who announced a t t he v e r y end 

o f t he n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y : 

I, f o r one , do n o t want t o know o f a l l t he shame, and 
m i s e r y and c r i m e , r e a l and i m a g i n a r y , t h a t i s i n the 
w o r l d . I h a v e n ' t t ime t o go i n t o i t . My mora l n a t u r e 
needs h e a l t h i e r f o o d ; and my f a m i l y , young and ready 
f o r i m p r e s s i o n s , c a n n o t wade t h r ough c h r o n i c l e s o f 
v i o l e n c e and i n f amy day a f t e r day , and s t i l l b e l i e v e 
i n the good o f human i t y . 1 06 

In 1899 F r a s e r named K i p l i n g " t h e g r e a t e s t l i v i n g w r i t e r , " s e e i n g 

h im as t he h e i r o f D i c k e n s , " t h e f a t h e r e o f t h i s good s c h o o l t h a t 

i s b r e a t h i n g o f h e a l t h t o d a y . " 1 0 7 

D i s c u s s i o n s o f l i t e r a t u r e i n Canad ian p e r i o d i c a l s i n d i c a t e 

t h a t the n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian c u l t u r a l community d i d n o t 

c o n s i d e r p r o s e f i c t i o n t o be as v a l u a b l e a f o rm o f l i t e r a t u r e as 

p o e t r y o r h i s t o r y . N o n e t h e l e s s i t was p r e p a r e d t o a c c e p t n o v e l s 

w h i c h combined i n s t r u c t i o n w i t h e n t e r t a i n m e n t , p r e s e n t e d a mora l 

and wholesome v i s i o n o f s o c i e t y , and r e i n f o r c e d c o n v e n t i o n a l 



s t a n d a r d s o f s e x u a l and r e l i g i o u s b e h a v i o u r . Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , 

i t e x p e c t e d Canad i an n o v e l i s t s t o c o n f o r m t o t h i s norm. F o r 

Canad i an w r i t e r s , however , t h e l i t e r a r y p r e j u d i c e s o f t h e i r 

community fo rmed o n l y p a r t o f t he p r o b l e m o f e s t a b l i s h i n g t he 

Canad ian n o v e l as a d i s t i n c t i v e l i t e r a r y f o r m . In a d d i t i o n t o 

t he c o n s e r v a t i s m o f t h e i r c o m p a t r i o t s , n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian 

n o v e l i s t s had t o c o n t e n d w i t h t he l a n d i t s e l f , t o d i s c o v e r how 

they c o u l d t r a n s f e r t o b a r e l y c i v i l i z e d t e r r i t o r y t h e h i g h l y 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n s s u r r o u n d i n g the European n o v e l . 

The e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f Canada as a v a l i d l o c a t i o n f o r f i c t i o n 

n e c e s s a r i l y p r e c e d e d the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the Canad ian n o v e l 

as a l e g i t i m a t e l i t e r a r y v e n t u r e . 
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CHAPTER I I I 

THE VALIDITY OF CANADA AS A LOCATION FOR FICTION 

B e f o r e Canad i an w r i t e r s c o u l d b e g i n t o d e v e l o p a n a t i o n a l 

p r o s e l i t e r a t u r e , t h e y had t o c o n v i n c e t h e m s e l v e s and t h e i r r e a d e r s 

t h a t Canada p r o v i d e d a s u i t a b l e s e t t i n g f o r t h e k i n d s o f c h a r a c t e r s 

and e v e n t s u s u a l l y d e p i c t e d i n p o p u l a r f i c t i o n . D u r i n g t h e 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e p r o b l e m o f e s t a b l i s h i n g C a n a d a ' s v a l i d i t y 

as a l o c a t i o n f o r f i c t i o n went t h r o u g h s e v e r a l s t a g e s . A f t e r 

C o n f e d e r a t i o n , i n ; t h e 1 8 7 0 1 s and 1 8 8 0 ' s , n a t i o n a l c o n f i d e n c e 

and e n t h u s i a s m a l l o w e d w r i t e r s and c r i t i c s s i m p l y t o a s s e r t 

t h a t t h e i r c o u n t r y c o n t a i n e d e x c i t i n g s u b j e c t s and c o l o u r f u l 

backg rounds f o r f i c t i o n . But i n p r e - C o n f e d e r a t i o n p e r i o d i c a l s 

and n o v e l s , t h e t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y r e a d e r can p e r c e i v e a g enu i ne 

s t r u g g l e t o f i n d m a t e r i a l i n an immature c o u n t r y s u i t a b l e f o r 

t h e matu re forms o f bo th s h o r t and e x t e n s i v e f i c t i o n a l n a r r a t i v e s . 

In t h e l a s t decade o f t h e c e n t u r y t h i s p r ob l em a c q u i r e d a new 

d i m e n s i o n when C a n a d i a n w r i t e r s t r i e d t o b r e a k i n t o t h e i n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l p o p u l a r f i c t i o n m a r k e t . In t h e 1 8 9 0 1 s and e a r l y 1 9 0 0 ' s 

many C a n a d i a n - b o r n n o v e l i s t s became l i t e r a r y e x p a t r i a t e s , f o r s a k i n g 
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t h e i r n a t i v e o r i g i n t o w r i t e n o v e l s u n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e f r om the 

mass o f p o p u l a r B r i t i s h and A m e r i c a n f i c t i o n , o r c o n s t r u c t i n g 

a l i t e r a r y v i s i o n o f Canada more i n tune w i t h the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

t a s t e f o r e x o t i c c o l o u r t han w i t h Canad i an a c t u a l i t y . 

The d i f f i c u l t y o f d e v e l o p i n g a n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e i n a l a n d 

w h i c h f a i l e d t o s u p p l y most o f t he c o n d i t i o n s presumed n e c e s s a r y 

f o r l i t e r a r y a c t i v i t y p r e o c c u p i e d and b a f f l e d many p r e - C o n f e d e r a t i o n 

c r i t i c s . Immig rant s a t t e m p t i n g t o c r e a t e a l o c a l l i t e r a t u r e 

i n a c o u n t r y l a c k i n g " i n f i n i t e a s s o c i a t i o n s o f t i m e , p l a c e and 

c i r c u m s t a n c e " 1 f o u n d t h e i r e x p e c t a t i o n s c o n s t a n t l y d e f l a t e d . 

In 1831 Andrew S h i e l s d i s c o v e r e d t h a t the p r o s a i c t e r m i n o l o g y 

d e v e l o p e d by Nova S c o t i a n s undermined the a l i g n m e n t between 

r o m a n t i c l a n d s c a p e and l anguage he had known i n S c o t l a n d : 

i n s t e a d o f the " m o u n t a i n h i g h " and " h i l l s o f g r e e n , " 
- - t he b e a u t i f u l v a l e , b r e a t h i n g w i t h i m a g e r y , i n c l u d i n g 
m o u l d e r i n g abbey , d e l a p i d a t e d t o w e r , r u i n ' d camp o f 
Dane and Roman, f i e l d s o f b a t t l e where the w a r r i o r s 
f o u g h t and f e l l , p r i n c e l y p a l a c e s , c l a s s i c r i v e r s and 
s y l v a n b r ook s ( each b e a r i n g i t s own s p e c i f i c d e s i g n a t i o n 
and i t s l e g e n d be s i ' d e s ) o f my " p l e a s a n t T e v i o t - d a l e " 
l e t t he t r a v e l l e r i n N o v a - S c o t i a ask what i s t he name 
o f y o n d e r d w e l l i n g ? t he answer i s a l m o s t u n i v e r s a l l y 
Mr. Such o r s u c h - a - o n e ' s f a r m , and t h a t c o n t a i n s a l l 
t he v a r i a t i o n s o f i t s H i s t o r y ; o r e n q u i r e the name o f 
t he d u l l h a l f f o r g o t t e n , o r pe rhaps unknown s t r e a m , 
i n any q u a r t e r o f the p r o v i n c e , and t e n t o one b u t i t 
i s e i t h e r N i ne m i l e o r Salmon r i v e r . 2 

S h i e l s 1 s d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t r e c e i v e d c o n s i d e r a b l e e x p a n s i o n 

i n an i m p o r t a n t a r t i c l e t i t l e d "The L i t e r a t u r e o f a New C o u n t r y , " 

p u b l i s h e d anonymous ly i n t he M o n t h l y Rev iew ( T o r o n t o ) i n 1841. 

The a u t h o r o f t h i s p i e c e summar i zed the d i lemma c o n f r o n t i n g p r o s p e c t i v e 



poe t s and n o v e l i s t s who f ound t h e m s e l v e s i n a l a n d w h i c h c h a l l e n g e d 

a l l t h e i r b a s i c a s s umpt i on s r e g a r d i n g t he f o u n d a t i o n s o f l i t e r a t u r e : 

The v e r y n a t u r e and c h a r a c t e r o f t h e l a n d i t s e l f , 
i t s p a s t h i s t o r y , i t s f o r m e r i n h a b i t a n t s , a l l c o n s p i r e 
a g a i n s t i t s l i t e r a r y s u c c e s s . A l m o s t e v e r y one o f t he 
Eu ropean o r E a s t e r n n a t i o n s , t h a t has f u r n i s h e d a 
p r o p o r t i o n t o the g e n e r a l a r r a y o f a u t h o r s , has c o n ­
t a i n e d w i t h i n i t s e l f t h e o r d i n a r y m a t e r i a l s f o r the 
f o r m a t i o n o f a n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e . T r a d i t i o n , l e g e n d , 
t a l e , and s ong , have s e n t down f r o m the f l o a t i n g shadows 
o f t he p a s t , r i c h and e x h a u s t l e s s s t o r e s o f m i n g l e d 
f a c t and f i c t i o n , f r om w h i c h the s u c c e s s i v e w r i t e r s 
o f ages c o u l d draw, as f r om a v a s t h i s t o r i c r e s e r v o i r , 
and weave f r o m t h e i r s p a r k l i n g f r a gmen t s the r i c h c h a p l e t s 
o f t h e i r own c r e a t i v e and c o m b i n i n g power s . . . . The 
i n h a b i t a n t o f t h i s C o n t i n e n t has l i t t l e , i f a n y , e a r l y 
r e c o l l e c t i o n s t o be e n t w i n e d w i t h t he l o c a l c h a r a c t e r ­
i s t i c s o f the l a n d he i n h a b i t s ; he has t o c a s t h i s eyes 
beyond an o c e a n , s h o u l d he ask f o r l e gend s o r memories 
o f the p a s t t o awaken t he i n s p i r a t i o n o f the p r e s e n t . 3 

T h i s w r i t e r p e r c e i v e d the e s s e n t i a l i r o n y u n d e r l y i n g E n g l i s h 

Canada ' s l i t e r a r y r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h B r i t a i n . When t he new c o u n t r y 

t r i e d t o c r e a t e i t s own c u l t u r e , the New W o r l d ' s g r e a t l i t e r a r y 

i n h e r i t a n c e become a l i a b i l i t y r a t h e r t h a n an a s s e t becau se i t 

d e p r i v e d t he N o r t h Ame r i c an o f t he o p p o r t u n i t y t o d e v e l o p h i s 

own l a n g u a g e : 

The l anguage i n w h i c h he speaks and t h i n k s , i s b u t a 
bo r r owed medium, a l anguage i n w h i c h have e x c e l l e d t h e 
g r e a t e s t ma s t e r s t h a t have e v e r e n n o b l e d an e a r t h l y 
t o n g u e , and who'must, i n t h e r i c h e x c e s s o f t h e i r b r i g h t ­
n e s s , o u t d a z z l e and o u t s h i n e t he h i g h e s t e f f o r t s o f a 
n a t i o n ; 1 o f i m i t a t o r s . Hence t h e [ N o r t h ] Amer i c an w r i t e r 
c anno t bu t . f e e l , t h a t how f a r s o e v e r he may o u t s t r i p 
a l l r i v a l s t h a t s t r i v e w i t h h im on h i s own s h o r e , a 
h o p e l e s s c o n t e s t s t i l l a w a i t s h im w i t h t he a l m o s t 
i n v i n c i b l e g i a n t o f E n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e , who r e q u i r e s 
f r o m h i s t r a n s a t l a n t i c c h i l d r e n u n r e s e r v e d homage and 
f e a l t y , i n r e t u r n f o r h i s e x t e n d i n g t o them the r i c h 
boon o f h i s g l o r i o u s l a n g u a g e . . . . I n s m a l l c o m m u n i t i e s , 
d i s t i n c t i n h a b i t and p e c u l i a r i n l a n g u a g e , an a u t h o r 



o f modera te a b i l i t y may r i s e t o d i s t i n c t i o n , and be 
known t o the w o r l d as t he f i r s t p o e t , n o v e l i s t , o r 
h i s t o r i a n o f h i s c o u n t r y , though i n t he g e n e r a l a s semb ly 
o f l i t e r a r y t a l e n t , h i s p l a c e m i g h t be f a r f r om f o r e ­
most . A [ N o r t h ] A m e r i c a n , however , c a n n o t s h a r e t h i s 
a d v a n t a g e . From the snows o f L a b r a d o r t o the Ande s , 
he may have no e q u a l ; b u t t i l l he p e r f o r m s the H e r c u l e a n 
t a s k o f moun t i n g h i g h e r than t he s t a r r y names i n t he 
l i t e r a r y g a l a x y o f E n g l a n d , t he w o r l d a t l a r g e w i l l 
o n l y a c c o r d h im h i s f i t t i n g rank among t h e a u t h o r s who 
spoke o r sang i n t he l anguage o f S hake spea re and M i l t o n . 4 

T h i s t hen was t h e f o r m i d a b l e t a s k f a c i n g e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

Canad i an n o v e l i s t s and p o e t s : t o compete w i t h t h o s e who w r o t e 

" i n the l anguage o f S hake spea re and M i l t o n " w h i l e t hey t h e m s e l v e s 

were i s o l a t e d i n a l a n d w h i c h f a i l e d t o f u r n i s h even t he b a s i c 

" s t o r e o f m a t e r i a l s f r o m w h i c h t o mould a p l e a s a n t t a l e o r 

5 

s p a r k l i n g r omance . " 

The d i f f i c u l t y o f f i n d i n g an a p p r o p r i a t e l i t e r a r y l a n g u a g e , 

c o u p l e d w i t h t h e w e i g h t o f B r i t a i n ' s l i t e r a r y h e r i t a g e , l i e s 

b e h i n d the book t oday g e n e r a l l y r e g a r d e d as " t h e w o r s t o f the many 

bad n o v e l s p r o d u c e d i n C a n a d a . " 6 Awed by the g r e a t t r a d i t i o n o f 

E n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e , C h a r l e s Heavysege t r i e d t o model h i s o n l y 

n o v e l on the g r e a t e s t E n g l i s h w r i t e r o f a l l - - W i l l i a m S h a k e s p e a r e . 

He composed The A d v o c a t e (1865) i n neo - Shake spea rean r h e t o r i c , 

w i t h most o f i t s a c t i o n o c c u r r i n g i n the d i a l o g u e . The book i s 

crammed w i t h S hake spea rean r e f e r e n c e s and a l l u s i o n s : t he M o n t r e a l 

a d v o c a t e owes much t o Iago and R i c h a r d I I I , h i s son N a r c i s s e i s 

a Canad ian C a l i b a n , h i s i l l e g i t i m a t e d a u g h t e r p a r t i c i p a t e s i n a 

Romeo and J u l i e t s t y l e b a l c o n y scene, and she and h e r l o v e r r e -

e n a c t the m a r r i a g e i n F r i a r L a w r e n c e ' s c e l l when t hey p l a n t o be 
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m a r r i e d s e c r e t l y i n the chu r ch o f S t . L a u r e n t . The Advoca te 

f a i l s a b y s m a l l y as a nove l because i t s a u t h o r d i d ^ n o t - u n d e r s t a n d 

t h a t t he n o v e l r e q u i r e s a k i n d o f b e l i e v a b i l i t y n o t s u s t a i n e d 

by t r a n s l a t i n g a n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian s t o r y i n t o p s eudo -

Shake spea rean bombast . H e a v y s e g e ' s unhappy r e s o l u t i o n t o t h e 

p rob lems o u t l i n e d i n the M o n t h l y Rev iew f u r t h e r empha s i z ed the 

d i s m a l ' p r o s p e c t s f a c i n g t he w r i t e r i n - a l a n d where 

No r u i n e d c a s t l e , c l o t h e d i n t he wayward f o l d s o f t h e 
g l o s s y i v y , and t e n a n t e d by the h o o t i n g o w l , f r owned 
f r o m t h e p o i n t e d r o c k , o r gazed on i t s own m e l a n c h o l y 
shadow i n the f r e e w a t e r s o f t he p a s s i n g r i v e r . No 
h a r m l e s s g o b l i n s s c a r e d t h e b e n i g h t e d s h e p h e r d i n 
the t w i l i g h t f o r e s t . No p l a y f u l f a i r i e s danced by t he 
m o o n l i t f o u n t a i n , o r ba s ked i n the mer ry s t a r l i g h t 
i n some open g l a d e o f the g reenwood.• Oberon and T i t a n i a 
h e l d no sway o v e r the Canad i an f o r e s t s . ^ 

As the c e n t u r y p r o g r e s s e d t h i s f e e l i n g g r a d u a l l y d i m i n i s h e d , 

a l t h o u g h i n 1863 an anonymous w r i t e r i n the B r i t i sh Amen can 

Magaz i ne r e i t e r a t e d the o p i n i o n t h a t h i s was a c o u n t r y w i t h no 

i n d i g e n o u s h i s t o r y o r m y t h o l o g y : 

We must remember . . . t h a t Canada has no h i s t o r i c a l 
p a s t d i s t a n t enough t o l i f t i t s e v e n t s i n t o t h e c l e a r 
r e g i o n o f t he i m a g i n a t i o n , where a l l t h a t i s t r i t e and 
common-place i n the a c t u a l f a l l s away, and t he g rand 
p o e t i c a l l i n e a m e n t s a l o n e r e m a i n ; — no w o r s h i p p e d 
he roe s whose memory may b i n d t he h e a r t s o f the p e o p l e 
t o g e t h e r , o r g i v e t h e p o e t ' s l y r e a t r u l y n a t i o n a l 
t o n e ; — no s a c r e d f a b l e s , myths o r t r a d i t i o n s l i k e t h o s e 
w h i c h , i n t he m o r n i n g o f t h e w o r l d , s t e e p e d some f a v o u r e d 
s p o t s o f e a r t h i n an a tmosphere o f romance and p o e t r y 
t h a t w i l l c l i n g t o them f o r e v e r . Her a n n a l s a r e b r i e f 
and c l e a r l y d e f i n e d ; h e r h e r o e s , i f she has any , a r e 
e x c e e d i n g l y modern and m a t t e r - o f - f a c t ; h e r l e gend s a r e 
o n l y t h e dim shadowy t r a d i t i o n s o f the I n d i a n t r i b e s , 
w h i c h , a t b e s t , have b u t l i t t l e power o f mov ing t he 
s y m p a t h i e s o f the r a c e s so much s t r o n g e r and m i g h t i e r 
i n t hough t and deed , so much f u l l e r o f h e r o i c a c t i o n and 
p a s s i o n , t h a t have t a ken t h e i r p l a c e . 



As l a t e as 1884, John E. Logan d e c l a r e d i n The Week t h a t Canada 

l a c k e d t he o r i g i n s n e c e s s a r y f o r a n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e : 

We have had no b a r b a r o u s i n f a n c y moulded by the n a t u r a l 
f e a t u r e s o f ou r l a n d . No d i v i n i t i e s have s a n c t i f i e d 
t o us ou r mounta in s and s t r e a m s . No f a b l e d he roe s have 
l e f t us i m m o r t a l memor ies . We have n o t amalgamated 
w i t h the n a t i v e s and woven the woof o f ou r r e f i n e m e n t 
i n the s t r o n g s i n u o u s web o f an a b o r i g i n a l t r a d i t i o n 
and r e l i g i o n . . . . W e have came a l m o s t f u l l grown i n t o 
t he w o r l d , n o t u n l i k e some unbred spec imens o f the 
c a n i n e r a c e . 

P a r a l l e l t o t h i s s t r e a m o f t hough t r e g a r d i n g Canada ' s i n ­

adequacy as a c r a d l e f o r l i t e r a t u r e ran the o p i n i o n s o f c r i t i c s 

who f e l t t h a t Canada l a c k e d n o t l i t e r a r y m a t e r i a l , b u t w r i t e r s 

i n t e r e s t e d i n e x p l o i t i n g t h a t m a t e r i a l . In 1853 Susanna Mood ie 

d e c r i e d t he i n d i f f e r e n c e o f n a t i v e Canad ians t o t h e i r c o u n t r y ' s 

a r t i s t i c p o s s i b i l i t i e s : 

B e a u t i f u l - - most b e a u t i f u l i n h e r rugged g r a n d e u r i s 
t h i s v a s t c o u n t r y . How a w f u l i s the s u b l i m e s o l i t u d e 
o f h e r p a t h l e s s woods ! wha t e l o q u e n t t hough t s f l o w o u t 
o f t he deep s i l e n c e t h a t b roods o v e r them! . . . Has 
Canada no poe t t o d e s c r i b e the g l o r i e s o f h i s p a r e n t 
l a n d — no p a i n t e r t h a t can d e l i n e a t e h e r m a t c h l e s s 
s c e n e r y o f l a n d and wave? A re h e r c h i l d r e n dumb and 
b l i n d , t h a t t h e y l e a v e t o s t r a n g e r s the t a s k o f s i n g i n g 
h e r p r a i s e ? ^ 

Andrew Learmont Spedon , a y o u n g e r c o n t e m p o r a r y o f Mr s . M o o d i e 1 s , 

echoed h e r l amen t . In 1861 t h i s Lower Canad ian w r i t e r and t e a c h e r 

r e c o g n i z e d Canada ' s a p p a r e n t b a r r e n n e s s when he r emarked : 

what have we h e r e i n Canada t o b o a s t o f ? may be a s ked 
- - a r e g i o n t h a t has s c a r c e l y emerged f r om the s i l e n t 
chaos o f b a r b a r i s m : - - a c o u n t r y t h a t has no a n t i q u i t y , 
o r r e t r o s p e c t b u t the shadowed l i n e a m e n t s o f t h e p r e s e n t 
— a l a n d whose r i v e r s a r e c o m p a r a t i v e l y unknown t o song 
whose f o r e s t s have n e v e r been v i s i t e d by the c l a s s i c 
f e e t o f the s y l v a n godde s s ; and whose mounta in s t h a t 



have t o w e r e d t h e i r shaggy summits f o r ages o v e r an 
unbroken w i l d e r n e s s , have n e v e r l e n t t h e i r s o i l t o the 
n o u r i s h m e n t o f t he P a r n a s s i a n l a u r e l . ' ' 

B u t he a l s o a r gued t h a t Canada ' s l a c k o f European h i s t o r y d i d 

n o t n e c e s s i t a t e a d e a r t h o f l i t e r a r y m a t e r i a l . "Though i t c a n n o t 

b o a s t o f a t hou sand d i l a p i d a t e d t o w e r s , a r ound w h i c h the h e r o -

s p i r i t s o f a hund red ages s t i l l l i n g e r , " he d e c l a r e d , " y e t , 

t h e r e a r e s p o t s , s a c r e d t o t he w o r l d ' s h i s t o r y ; t h a t s t a n d as 

t h e d e a t h l e s s memor i a l s o f d e p a r t e d g l o r y and i l l u s t r i o u s v a l o u r . " 

S e v e r a l o f t he p i e c e s i n S p e d o n ' s T a l e s o f the Canad ian F o r e s t 

(1861) document j u s t such l o c a l i n c i d e n t s o f " d e p a r t e d g l o r y 

and i l l u s t r i o u s v a l o u r , " b u t ' h e f e l t t h a t he was w o r k i n g a l o n e 

i n h i s e f f o r t s t o enhance Canada ' s l i t e r a r y i d e n t i t y . In h i s 

i n t r o d u c t i o n , t o h i s s u b s e q u e n t c o l l e c t i o n o f Canad ian Summer  

E v e n i n g T a l e s ( 1 8 6 6 ) , he v o i c e d h i s f r u s t r a t i o n w i t h C a n a d i a n s ' 

l i t e r a r y i n d i f f e r e n c e t o t h e i r n a t i v e o r adop ted l a n d : 

U n l i k e many o f the o l d e r c o u n t r i e s , Canada has b u t 
few l i t e r a r y p i o n e e r s and sons o f s ong . Y e t wha t a 
n o b l e f i e l d t h e r e i s f o r the n a t i v e sons o f g en i u s t o 
g a t h e r t h e r e f r o m the f o r e s t T a u r e l s o f a p a s t age , 
t o adorn the l i t e r a t u r e o f t h e i r c o u n t r y , and t o g i v e 
i t t h a t m y s t i c a l enchantment w h i c h a n t i q u i t y a l o n e i s 
c a p a b l e o f g i v i n g . Oh! f o r a shade o f S c o t t , Cooper 
o r I r v i n g , t o c a l l up the I n d i a n f r o m h i s tomb, - -
t he he ro f r om t h e b a t t l e - f i e l d , - - t he m a r i n e r f r o m the 
deep ; t o b r e a t h e upon t h e i r d r y bone s , - - t o embody 
them i n n o b l e r f o r m s , and t o g i v e t o them a l i f e and 
an i m m o r t a l i t y unknown b e f o r e ! 0 , y e C a n a d i a n s ! why 
w i l l y e s l u m b e r i n l i t e r a r y i n d o l e n c e and a l l o w y o u r 
n o b l e r i v e r s t o r o l l o n , y e a r a f t e r y e a r , " u n l e t t e r e d  
and unsung?"'3 

Not a l l p r e - C o n f e d e r a t i o n w r i t e r s l amen ted Canada ' s d e a r t h 

o f r o m a n t i c l i t e r a r y a s s o c i a t i o n s . To C a t h a r i n e P a r r T r a i l l , 
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who app roached the New W o r l d f r o m a p o i n t o f v iew a k i n t o e i g h t e e n t h -

c e n t u r y r a t i o n a l i s m , Canada ' s l a c k o f f o l k l o r e was a d i s t i n c t 

ad van t age . In The Backwoods o f Canada (1836) T r a i l l s i m p l y 

r e c o r d e d h e r o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t 

As t o gho s t s o r s p i r i t s t h e y a p p e a r t o t a l l y b a n i s h e d 
f r om Canada. T h i s i s t o o m a t t e r - o f - f a c t l a ] c o u n t r y 
f o r s uch s u p e r n a t u r a l s t o v i s i t . . . . W e have n e i t h e r 
f a y n o r f a i r y , gho s t n o r b o g l e , s a t y r n o r wood:-nymph; 
o u r v e r y f o r e s t s d i s d a i n t o s h e l t e r d r y a d o r hama­
d r y a d . No n a i a d haunt s t h e . r u s h y marg i n o f o u r l a k e s 
o r h a l l o w s w i t h h e r p r e s e n c e o u r f o r e s t - r i l l s . No 
D r u i d c l a i m s ou r o a k s ; and i n s t e a d o f p o r i n g w i t h 
m y s t e r i o u s awe among o u r c u r i o u s l i m e s t o n e r o c k s , t h a t 
a r e o f t e n s i n g u l a r l y g rouped t o g e t h e r , we r e f e r them 
t o t h e g e o l o g i s t t o e x e r c i s e h i s s k i l l i n a c c o u n t i n g 
f o r t h e i r a p p e a r a n c e : i n s t e a d o f i n v e s t i n g them w i t h 
t he so lemn c h a r a c t e r s o f a n c i e n t t emp le s o r hea then 
a l t a r s we l o o k upon them w i t h t he c u r i o u s eye o f n a t u r a l 
p h i l o s o p h y a l o n e j 4 

In h e r u n p u b l i s h e d j o u r n a l s Mr s . T r a i l l d e c l a r e d more e m p h a t i c a l l y 

h e r a p p r o v a l o f a l a n d w i t h no m y t h o l o g y ; In t he e n t r y d a t e d 

Augu s t 16, 1837, she men t i on s h e a r i n g s t r a n g e n i g h t sounds and 

then adds : 

F o r m e r l y i m a g i n a t i o n w o u l d have f a n c i e d t h e s e n o c t u r n a l 
sounds i n t o the v o i c e s o f y e l l i n g demons and a l l manner 
o f e v i l s p i r i t s e x u l t i n g s p o r t i n g amid the war o f the 
e l emen t s - - H a p p i l y i n t h i s new c o u n t r y f a n c y has l i t t l e 
f o o d t o e x i s t upon — the t o i l o f e v e r y day l a b o u r 
i s b e f o r e us - - t he h a r d b u t s i m p l e p r o c e s s o f s u b d u i n g 
t h e g i a n t s o f t he f o r e s t t o p r o v i d e t h e n e c e s s i t i e s 
o f l i f e l e a v e s l i t t l e l e i s u r e f o r i n d u l g i n g i n s u p e r ­
s t i t i o u s v a n i t i e s - - The mind i s n o t e x c i t e d by l e g e n d a r y 
l o r e — t h e r e a r e no t a l e s o f by gone days o f the 
g e n e r a t i o n s b e f o r e us t o l i s t e n t o , no a c c o u n t s o f 
wars o r rumours o f wars no f e u d a l t i m e s t o r e f e r t o 
r e p l e t e w i t h c r ime s and i n t e r e s t . The Canad ian s e t t l e r s 
c h i l d r e n w i l l p r o b a b l y n e v e r l i s t e n t o any o f the w i l d 
t a l e s o f gho s t s and w i t c h e s and r o b b e r s and f a i r i e s 
and s e e r s - - t h a t f o rmed a t once t he b l i g h t and t e r r o r 
o f t h e i r p a r e n t s c h i l d h o o d . 1 5 



On J a n u a r y 29 , 1838, a f t e r e n j o y i n g a m o o n l i t w i n t e r w a l k , she 

a g a i n r e j o i c e d i n t he p u r i t y o f a new w o r l d , f r e e f r o m s u p e r s t i t i o n . 

"How e n e r v a t i n g t o the mind a r e t h o s e t a l e s o f the w i l d and 

w o n d e r f u l t h a t used t o f o rm so g r e a t a p a r t o f t he menta l f o o d 

o f young c h i l d r e n when I was a c h i l d , " 1 6 she d e c l a r e d . L i k e 

h e r s i s t e r , Susanna Mood ie app ro ved o f t he " l i t t e r d i s b e l i e f i n 

s u p e r n a t u r a l appea rance s w h i c h i s common t o most n a t i v e - b o r n 

C a n a d i a n s . " 1 7 F o r M r s . Mood i e , the p r e s e n c e o f gho s t s r e q u i r e d 

t h e c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f s i n . She f ound Canada ' s l a c k o f s u p e r n a t u r a l 

a s s o c i a t i o n s t o be a measure o f t he g r e a t e r i n n o c e n c e o f a l a n d 

u n d e f i l e d by c i v i l i z a t i o n : 

The u n p e o p l e d wa s t e s o f Canada must p r e s e n t t he same 
a s p e c t t o t he new s e t t l e r t h a t t he w o r l d d i d t o o u r 
f i r s t p a r e n t s a f t e r t h e i r e x p u l s i o n f r o m t h e Garden 
o f Eden; a l l the s i n w h i c h c o u l d d e f i n e the s p o t , 
o r h aun t i t w i t h t he a s s o c i a t i o n o f d e p a r t e d e v i l , 
i s c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t h e i r own p e r s o n s . Bad s p i r i t s 
c anno t be s uppo sed t o l i n g e r nea r a p l a c e where c r i m e 
has n e v e r been c o m m i t t e d . The b e l i e f i n g h o s t s , so 
p r e v a l e n t i n o l d c o u n t r i e s , must f i r s t have had i t s 
f o u n d a t i o n i n t h e c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f g u i l t . ' 8 

In the v i r g i n t e r r i t o r y o f t he New W o r l d f r eedom f r o m gho s t s 

may have i n d i c a t e d f r eedom f r o m t r a d i t i o n a l s i n and g u i l t , b u t 

i t a l s o i n d i c a t e d f r eedom f r om the l i t e r a r y a s s o c i a t i o n s and 

c u l t u r a l r e s onance s c o n d u c i v e t o g r e a t i m a g i n a t i v e l i t e r a t u r e . 

T h a t the n o v e l s u f f e r e d more than any o t h e r p r o s e f o rm f r o m Canada ' 

l a c k o f a s o l i d f o u n d a t i o n o f s o c i a l and h i s t o r i c a l e x p e r i e n c e 

i s d e m o n s t r a t e d by Mr s . M o o d i e ' s own w r i t i n g . L i k e h e r p r e -

C o n f e d e r a t i o n c o n t e m p o r a r i e s i n o t h e r p a r t s o f the c o u n t r y t h a t 



was t o become C a n a d a , 1 3 M r s . Mood ie a c h i e v e d h e r g r e a t e s t l i t e r a r y 

s u c c e s s i n t h e e s s a y , the s k e t c h and the j o u r n a l . In Rough ing 

i t i n t he Bush (1852) and L i f e i n the C l e a r i n g s Ve r su s t he Bush 

(1853) she r e s o r t e d p r i m a r i l y t o n o n - f i c t i o n a l forms t o t r a n s f o r m 

raw e x p e r i e n c e i n t o e n d u r i n g l i t e r a r y a r t i f a c t s w h i c h r e l a t e d 

d i r e c t l y t o h e r Canad ian l i f e . He r n o v e l s , howeve r , w h i c h were 

p u b l i s h e d i n London i n the 1 850 ' s a f t e r s e r i a l i z a t i o n i n the 

L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d , were w r i t t e n w i t h one eye on t he B r i t i s h m a r k e t 

f o r p o l i t e , s e n t i m e n t a l r o m a n c e . ' Because she unaba shed l y w r o t e 

f o r money, M r s . Mood ie t ook no r i s k s by a t t e m p t i n g t o t r a n s p l a n t 

t o Canad i an s o i l t he complex p l o t s and s t e r e o t y p e d c h a r a c t e r s 

r e q u i r e d by the gen re . The c l o s e s t she e v e r came t o w r i t i n g a 
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n o v e l a bou t Canada was F l o r a Lyndsay ( 1 8 5 4 ) , w h i c h c o n t a i n s a 

f i c t i o n a l i z e d a c c o u n t o f the M o o d i e s ' own d e p a r t u r e f r o m E n g l a n d 

b u t ends as soon as the Lyndsays a r r i v e i n t he N e w ' W o r l d . Even 

h e r e Mr s . Moodie f ound t h a t t he f o rm o f the n o v e l (as she u n d e r ­

s t o o d i t ) demanded more m a t e r i a l than the s i m p l e e x p e r i e n c e o f an 

e m i g r a n t f a m i l y ' s d e p a r t u r e c o u l d s u p p l y . She had t o add c h a r a c t e r 

and p l o t f i r s t by i n t e r p o l a t i n g a s e r i e s o f c h a r a c t e r s k e t c h e s 

i n t o F l o r a ' s p r e p a r a t i o n s and e m b a r k a t i o n , then by i n s e r t i n g 

w h o l e s a l e a 100-page s t o r y t h a t F l o r a w r i t e s t o pass the t ime when 

t h e i r s h i p i s beca lmed o f f Newfound l and . T h i s n o v e l e t t e - -
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"Noah C o t t o n " ~ i n c l u d e s enough mu rde r , i l l e g i t i m a c y , t h e f t 

and romance t o compensate f o r F l o r a ' s more mundane a c t i v i t i e s . 

As a p i e c e o f l i t e r a t u r e , , F 1 0 r a Lyndsay c o n t a i n s no v a l u e beyond 



some amus ing c h a r a c t e r s k e t c h e s and a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l Moodie m a t e r i a l 

N o n e t h e l e s s t h e book does i l l u s t r a t e the d i f f i c u l t i e s c o n f r o n t i n g 

m i d - n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian w r i t e r s who f ound t h a t the Canada 

t h e y knew was n o t c o m p a t i b l e w i t h t he e l a b o r a t e l y p l o t t e d f i c t i o n 

demanded by the p o p u l a r m a r k e t . 

In t he 1 8 3 0 ' s and 1 840 ' s Thomas C h a n d l e r H a l i b u r t o n and 

M a j o r John R i c h a r d s o n d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t i t was i n d e e d p o s s i b l e 

t o w r i t e f u l l - l e n g t h f i c t i o n a l works c o n s t r u c t e d o f Canad i an 

m a t e r i a l , b u t t h e i r books p r o v e d t o be e x c e p t i o n s t o the g e n e r a l 

r u l e . I t was p r i m a r i l y i n the l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l s o f t he n i n e ­

t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h a t the s t r u g g l e t o e s t a b l i s h Canada ' s v a l i d i t y 

as a l o c a t i o n f o r f i c t i o n took p l a c e . In p r e - C o n f e d e r a t i o n j o u r n a l s 

i n t e r e s t i n Canada r anged f r o m t h e B r i t i s h C o l o n i a l M a g a z i n e ' s 

a l m o s t t o t a l i n d i f f e r e n c e t o i t s Canad ian o r i g i n , t o t he L i t e r a r y  

G a r ! a n d ' s d e l i b e r a t e e f f o r t s t o f o s t e r i n Canada the k i n d o f 

g e n t e e l l i t e r a r y c u l t u r e i t s c o n t r i b u t o r s and r e a d e r s had e n j o y e d 

i n E n g l a n d and B o s t o n . E d i t e d by W. H. Sm i th o f T o r o n t o i n 1852 

and 1853, t he B r i t i s h ; C a n a d i an Magaz ine was composed a l m o s t 

e n t i r e l y o f l i t e r a r y i t e m s s e l e c t e d f r o m p o p u l a r B r i t i s h p e r i o d ­

i c a l s l i k e C h a m b e r ' s , G e n t l e m a n ' s and F r a s e r ' s m a g a z i n e s . E x c e p t 

f o r r a r e n o t i c e s o f u t i l i t a r i a n Canad i an p u b l i c a t i o n s l i k e The  

Canadi an C o n s t a b l e ' s A lmanac and S c O b i e ' s Canadi an A lmanac f o r  

1852, t h e magaz ine bo re no t r a c e o f i t s n a t i o n a l i t y . W h i l e h i s 

p e r i o d i c a l ' s n on -Canad i an o r i e n t a t i o n may have i n d i c a t e d Mr. 

S m i t h ' s contempt f o r Canad i an w r i t e r s and Canad i an s u b j e c t s , i t 



more l i k e l y r e s u l t e d f r o m the economic e x p e d i e n t t h a t i t was e a s i e r 

t o s e l e c t m a t e r i a l f r om B r i t i s h j o u r n a l s ( p o s s i b l y w i t h o u t p a y i n g 

c o p y r i g h t dues) t han t o e n t e r t he p r e c a r i o u s v e n t u r e o f s o l i c i t i n g 

and f i n a n c i n g Canad i an a u t h o r s . 

The L i t e r a r y G a H a n d , however , managed t o t h r i v e f o r t h i r ­

t e e n y e a r s ( 1838 -51 ) on Canad ian i n t e r e s t i n the p r o d u c t s o f 

Canad i an w r i t e r s . C a r l K l i n c k n o t e s t h a t i n t one t h e G a r l a n d 
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was " A n g l o - B o s t o n i a n r a t h e r than A n g l o - C a n a d i a n as i t a t t e m p t e d 

t o e s t a b l i s h f o r Canad ian l e t t e r s a norm o f p i o u s m i d d l e - c l a s s 

g e n t i l i t y . W h i l e the m a j o r i t y o f i t s c o n t r i b u t i o n s came f r o m 

Canad ian r e s i d e n t s and were d i r e c t e d towards Canad ian r e a d e r s , 

i t s f i c t i o n was p r i m a r i l y n on -Canad i an i n b o t h f o r m and c o n t e n t . 

E s p e c i a l l y p o p u l a r were O r i e n t a l t a l e s , O l d W o r l d p a s t o r a l i d y l l s , 

European m e d i e v a l romances , I r i s h and S c o t t i s h d i a l e c t a necdo te s 

and E n g l i s h s i l v e r f o r k s t o r i e s . When they d i d w r i t e abou t Canada, 

G a r l a n d w r i t e r s and t h e i r s u c c e s s o r s s ough t Canad i an e q u i v a l e n t s 

f o r the c o n v e n t i o n s t h e y f a v o u r e d . On l y some a s p e c t s o f O l d 

W o r l d e x p e r i e n c e , however , c o u l d be s u c c e s s f u l l y t r a n s p l a n t e d 

t o t h e New. Mr s . Mood ie and M r s . T r a i l l l e a r n e d i n r e a l l i f e 

t h a t I r i s h pea s an t s had r e a d i l y r e l o c a t e d i n the Canad ian b a c k ­

woods ; b u t M r s . H o l i w e l l i n a d v e r t e n t l y d i s c o v e r e d when she w r o t e 
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"The S e t t l e r ' s D augh te r " t h a t E n g l i s h gen t l emen c o u l d n o t be 

c r e d i b l y t r a n s f e r r e d t o e s t a t e s on the s h o r e s o f t he G r e a t L a k e s . 

L i k e "The S e t t l e r ' s D a u g h t e r , " many p i e c e s o f n i n e t e e n t h -

c e n t u r y Canad i an f i c t i o n a r e t o be a d m i r e d more f o r t h e i r a u t h o r s ' 



i n g e n u i t y i n t r a n s p l a n t i n g l i t e r a r y c o n v e n t i o n s t h a n f o r t h e i r 

f a i t h f u l n e s s t o Canad ian r e a l i t y . The G a r l a n d e s p e c i a l l y abounds 
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i n such t a l e s . One, "The H e r m i t o f S a i n t M a u r i c e , " c once rn s 

a B r i t i s h h e r m i t l i v i n g i n a cave on t he S a i n t M a u r i c e r i v e r , 

who i s s u p p o r t e d by c h a r i t a b l e I n d i a n s and d i e s l e a v i n g b e h i n d 

a s c r o l l c o n t a i n i n g h i s h e a r t - r e n d i n g s t o r y . O t h e r s i n c l u d e 

I n d i a n s who behave r a t h e r l i k e M a r i e A n t o i n e t t e ' s c o u r t l y s hephe rd s 

and s h e p h e r d e s s e s . In "The P r i d e o f L o r e t t e , " t he b e a u t i f u l 

A u l i d a d e s c r i b e s h e r d a i l y a c t i v i t i e s : "I work t he moca s s i n s 
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and ornaments o f b a r k , and c u l t i v a t e my l i t t l e g a r d e n . " The 

s t o r y t i t l e d "The H e i r e s s ; an A d v e n t u r e a t t he S p r i n g s , " r e v e a l s 

a v e r y c o n s c i o u s a t t e m p t t o f i n d a Canad i an e q u i v a l e n t f o r the 

w a t e r i n g - p l a c e romance. The a u t h o r opens h e r c o n v e n t i o n a l l o v e 

s t o r y by j u s t i f y i n g h e r c h o i c e o f the C a l e d o n i a n s p r i n g s i n 

Lower Canada: 

The w a t e r i n g p l a c e s o f E u r o p e , and even i n the S t a t e s , 
have l o n g e n j o y e d an e n v i a b l e supremacy i n r o m a n t i c 
a d v e n t u r e . These p l a c e s o f g r e g a r i o u s r e s o r t have 
been f rom t i m e immemor ia l c e l e b r a t e d i n s t o r y , as the 
s cene o f many a l o v e - l o r n t a l e and d i t t y , o r t he chosen 
s i t e o f some f o r t u n a t e denouement, where v i r t u e and 
c o n s t a n c y t r i u m p h e d o v e r t r i a l s , t h a t t o o o f t e n i n t e r ­
r u p t e d t he c u r r e n t o f t r u e l o v e . 

The re a r e as b r i g h t eyes and as s u s c e p t i b l e h e a r t s 
i n Canada as i n any p o r t i o n o f the g l o b e , and i t i s 
s e l f - e v i d e n t t o a l l l o g i c i a n s , t h a t t he same causes 
w i l l p r oduce t he same e f f e c t s a l l t h e w o r l d o v e r ; 
C a l e d o n i a has t h e r e f o r e had i t s s h a r e o f a d v e n t u r e , 
and i t o n l y w a i t s a f a i t h f u l n a r r a t o r t o g i v e the 
i n t e r e s t i n g d e t a i l s t o the p u b l i c . 2 6 

No t j u s t i n l o v e s t o r i e s , b u t a l s o i n t a l e s w i t h t i t l e s l i k e 
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"The R u i n s . A Canad i an L e g e n d , " " C a n a d i a n Legends . 1. The 



R u i n e d C o t t a g e , " ^ 0 " A Legend o f the L a k e , " " and "The O l d Manu-

30 

s c r i p t . A Memo i r eo f t he P a s t " G a r l a n d w r i t e r s s ough t Canad i an 

f i c t i o n a l e q u i v a l e n t s f o r t h e r o m a n t i c n a r r a t i v e o f t h e remote 

European p a s t , d e v i s i n g New W o r l d m y s t e r i e s and l o v e i n t r i g u e s 
t o c o l o u r t he Canad i an l a n d s c a p e w i t h t i n g e s o f l e g e n d a r y t r a d i t i o n . 

T h a t e a r l y and m i d - n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y w r i t e r s e x p e r i e n c e d 

c o n s i d e r a b l e d i f f i c u l t y f i t t i n g t h e i r l i t e r a r y a s s umpt i on s t o 

Canad i an s e t t i n g s i s d e m o n s t r a t e d by two s t r u c t u r a l p a t t e r n s 

w h i c h appea red q u i t e c o n s i s t e n t l y i n t h e i r f i c t i o n . In t he f i r s t 

o f t he se p a t t e r n s , Canada s e r v e s as a p l a c e f o r t r i a l and a d v e n t u r e , 

b u t d e s e r v i n g c h a r a c t e r s a r e u l t i m a t e l y p e r m i t t e d t o r e t u r n t o 

t h e i r e s t a t e s i n Eu rope . F r ance s B r o o k e ' s The H i s t o r y o f Emi1y 

Montague ( 1 7 6 9 ) , E n g l i s h C a n a d a ' s o n l y e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y n o v e l , 

may be r e g a r d e d as t he p r o t o t y p e o f t h i s f o r m , w h i c h was used 

a l s o by J u l i a C a t h e r i n e B e c k w i t h H a r t i n , c S t . U r s U l a ' s Convent 

( 1824 ) . I t r e c u r r e d i n s t o r i e s and n o v e l s l i k e M r s . C u s h i n g ' s 

" A Canad i an Legend " ( 1 8 3 0 ) , 3 1 Doug las Huyghue ' s A r g imou ( 1 8 4 7 ) , 
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Andrew Lea rmont S p e d o n ' s " M a r r i a g e i n M i d d l e L i f e " ( 1 8 6 1 ) , 

M r s . N o e l ' s " The S e c r e t o f S t a n l e y H a l l " ( 1 8 6 6 ) , 3 3 Mr s . R o s s ' s 

?4 
V i o l e t K e i t h ( 1 8 6 8 ) , J . G. B o u r i n o t ' s " M a r g u e r i t e " ( 1 8 7 0 ) , 

M r s . H u d d l e s t o n e ' s B l u e b e l l (1875) and A g a t h a A r m o u r ' s Lady Rosamond' 

S e c r e t ( 1 8 7 8 ) . A f t e r 1880 t h i s p a t t e r n became l e s s o b v i o u s . 

The l a t e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y i n t e r e s t i n l o c a l c o l o u r u s u a l l y 

i n s p i r e d Canad i an n o v e l i s t s t o a l l o w t h e i r c h a r a c t e r s t o l i v e 

h a p p i l y e v e r a f t e r i n t h e g reen meadows and f o r e s t s o f the New 
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W o r l d , b u t e x c e p t i o n s o c c u r i n Agnes Mau le M a c h a r ' s The H e i r o f  

F a i r m o u n t Grange (1895) and R. L. R i c h a r d s o n ' s C o l i n o f t h e  

N i n t h C o n c e s s i o n ( 1 9 0 3 ) , i n w h i c h h e r o i c o rphans d i s p l a c e d i n 

t h e New W o r l d a r e e v e n t u a l l y r e s t o r e d t o t h e i r e s t a t e s i n the 

O l d . 

In t he s e cond o f t h e s e p a t t e r n s t h e n a r r a t i v e b e g i n s and 

ends i n Canada, b u t t h e b u l k o f t h e a c t i o n o c c u r s e l s e w h e r e . 

A number o f G a r l a n d t a l e s a r e s t r u c t u r e d a round a p e r s o n f o r whom 

Canada s e r v e s m e r e l y as a p o i n t o f t e r m i n a t i o n . These c h a r a c t e r s 

e i t h e r d i e , l e a v i n g b e h i n d m a n u s c r i p t s d e s c r i b i n g t h e i r p r e -

Canad ian a d v e n t u r e s , o r e l s e v e r b a l l y r e l a t e t h e i r e x p l o i t s i n t he 

O l d W o r l d w h i c h have r e s u l t e d i n t h e i r r e s i d e n c e i n the New. 

In t he G a r l a n d "The H e r m i t o f S a i n t M a u r i c e , " "The E l o p e m e n t , " 
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"The G i b b e t T r e e , " "The O l d Man ' s T a l e , " and " C a n a d i a n Legends . 
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1. The Ru i ned C o t t a g e " t a k e t h i s f o r m , as does " A l c i p h r o n L e i c e s t e r " 

i n the V i c t o r i a M a g a z i n e . 

The c o n t e n t s o f p e r i o d i c a l s p u b l i s h e d i n V i c t o r i a n Canada 

r e v e a l t h a t Canada became a v a l i d l o c a t i o n f o r s h o r t s t o r i e s , 

t a l e s and s k e t c h e s l o n g b e f o r e i t became a s u i t a b l e s e t t i n g f o r 

l o n g e r , s e r i a l i z e d f i c t i on " , ; ; ; D e s p i t e the G a r l a n d ' s c u l t u r a l 

n a t i o n a l i s m , v e r y few o f i t s w r i t e r s s u p p l i e d s e r i a l i z e d n o v e l s 

a b o u t t h e i r c o u n t r y as r e a d i l y as s h o r t p i e c e s . An i n t e r e s t i n g 

example o f t he d i f f i c u l t i e s e n c o u n t e r e d i n f i t t i n g Canad i an 

c o n t e n t t o the f o r m o f t h e p o p u l a r nove l o c c u r s i n t he work o f 

Rosanna L e p r o h o n . • B e f o r e she c o u l d w r i t e about t he p r e s e n t and 
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p a s t s o c i a l l i f e o f h e r own c o u n t r y i n "The Manor House o f de 

V i l l e r a i " ( 1 8 5 9 ) , A n t o i n e t t e de M i r e c o u r t (1864) and " C l i v e 

W e s t o n ' s Wedding A n n i v e r s a r y " ( 1 8 7 2 ) , Leprohon f i r s t s e r v e d 

an a p p r e n t i c e s h i p as a w r i t e r o f E n g l i s h h i g h l i f e n o v e l s f o r 

t h e G a r l a n d . "The S t e p m o t h e r " ( 1 8 4 7 ) , " I d a B e r e s f o r d ; o r , The 

C h i l d o f F a s h i o n " ( 1 8 4 8 ) , " F l o r e n c e ; o r , W i t and Wisdom" ( 1 8 4 9 ) , 

" E v a H u n t i n g d o n " (1850) and " C l a r e n c e F i t z - C l a r e n c e ; o r , Pa s sages 

f r o m t h e L i f e o f an E g o i s t " (1851) a l l owe t h e i r e x i s t e n c e t o t he 

p o p u l a r i t y o f f a s h i o n a b l e s i l v e r f o r k f i c t i o n i n E n g l a n d i n t h e 

1 8 3 0 ' s and 1 8 4 0 ' s . 

A l t h o u g h Lep rehon was a b l e t o e f f e c t a t r a n s i t i o n f r om w r i t i n g 

a b o u t E n g l a n d t o w r i t i n g a b o u t Canada, many o f . h e r s u c c e s s o r s 

d i d n o t f o l l o w s u i t . Pe rhaps the most c o g e n t i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f 

t h e d i f f i c u l t y o f f i l l i n g t h e f o r m o f t h e n o v e l w i t h Canad i an 

c o n t e n t o c c u r i n zthei p e r i o d i c a l s f ounded on the wave o f n a t i o n a l 

e n t h u s i a s m w h i c h a ccompan i ed C o n f e d e r a t i o n . Magaz i ne s l i k e t h e 

New Domin ion M o n t h l y ( 1 8 6 7 - 7 9 ) , t he Canad ian 1 1 1 u s t r a t e d News 

( 1 8 6 9 - 8 0 ) , t h e Canad ian M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l Rev iew ( 1872 -78 ) 

and B e l f o r d ' s M o n t h l y Magaz i ne ( 1876 -78 ) p r e s e n t a r e m a r k a b l e 

c r o s s - s e c t i o n o f Canad i an l i f e i n t h e i r s e r i a l i z e d a r t i c l e s 

and s h o r t f i c t i o n , b u t t o s a t i s f y t h e demand f o r l o n g f i c t i o n 

t h e y u s u a l l y s e r i a l i z e d n o v e l s by W i l k i e C o l l i n s , James P a y n , 

B e s a n t and R i c e , and o t h e r p o p u l a r B r i t i s h and Ame r i c an w r i t e r s . 

In the c a s e o f some j o u r n a l s , l i k e t h e S a t u r d a y Reade r ( 1 8 6 5 - 6 7 ) , 

f i n a n c e s r a t h e r than p a t r i o t i s m gove rned t he c h o i c e o f s e r i a l i z e d 
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f i c t i o n . The S a t u r d a y R e a d e r ' s avowed pu rpo se b e i n g " t o make 

money, " t h i s s h o r t - l i v e d p e r i o d i c a l assumed t h a t the f a s t e s t r o u t e 

t o e conom i c s u c c e s s was by " t h e r e p r o d u c t i o n o f t he works o f 

41 

B r i t i s h a u t h o r s o f r e p u t e . " T w e n t y - s i x y e a r s l a t e r , t he r e l i a b l e 

d r a w i n g power o f p o p u l a r B r i t i s h and Amer i c an n o v e l i s t s a c c o u n t e d 

f ° r t he Domin ion I l l u s t f a t e d ' s t r i u m p h a n t announcement t h a t 

we have p u r c h a s e d the e x c l u s i v e r i g h t s f o r Canada f o r 
the p u b l i c a t i o n o f a s e r i e s o f new and b r i l l i a n t s e r i a l 
s t o r i e s , by l e a d i n g E n g l i s h a u t h o r s , t o be c o n t i n u e d 
t h r o u g h o u t t he y e a r . R o b e r t Buchanan , Hawley S m a r t , 
W. C l a r k R u s s e l 1 , Geo. M a n v i l l e F e n n , who, w i t h o t h e r 
p r o m i n e n t w r i t e r s , w i l l c o n t r i b u t e s e r i a l s t o o u r c o l umns , 
a r e known a l l o v e r t he E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g w o r l d as b e i n g 
i n t he f r o n t rank o f n o v e l i s t s . 4 2 

To i t s c r e d i t , the Domin ion I l l u s t r a t e d a l s o p u b l i s h e d many Canad i an 

s h o r t s t o r i e s , and began i t s new s e r i e s i n 1892 by s e r i a l i z i n g 

C h a r l e s G. D. R o b e r t s ' s " T h e R a i d f r o m B e a u s e j o u r . " 

When t he New Domin ion M o n t h l y was f ounded i n 1867, i t r e l i e d 

h e a v i l y on m a t e r i a l s e l e c t e d f r o m B r i t i s h and A m e r i c a n p e r i o d i c a l s 

l i k e t he A t l a n t i c M o n t h l y , H a r p e r ' s and A l l t he Y e a r Round. 

T h i s magaz ine soon e s t a b l i s h e d i t s n a t i o n a l o r i e n t a t i o n by i n c r e a s i n g 

i t s n a t i v e c o n t e n t u n t i l i t c o n s i s t e d a l m o s t e n t i r e l y o f i t e m s 

by Canad ian s abou t Canada. On ly a s m a l l p r o p o r t i o n o f t h i s m a t e r i a l 

was f i c t i o n a l , however , t he b u l k o f i t i b e i n g e s s a y s , r e m i n i s c e n c e s , 

and d e s c r i p t i v e , h i s t o r i c a l o r c h a r a c t e r s k e t c h e s . U n l i k e most 

o t h e r Canad i an p e r i o d i c a l s o f i t s t i m e , wha t s e r i a l f i c t i o n i t 

d i d p u b l i s h was Canad i an i n bo th o r i g i n and c o n t e n t , u s u a l l y 

h i s t o r i c a l romance o r d i d a c t i c and s e n t i m e n t a l a c c o u n t s o f l o v e 



o r b u s i n e s s a d v e n t u r e s . The m a g a z i n e ' s d e s i r e t o e s t a b l i s h i t s e l f 

as one w h i c h " t h e l a d i e s w i l l l o o k upon as a c o u n s e l l o r and f r i e n d " 

n a r r owed i t s f i c t i o n a l c once rn s t o amorous e n t a n g l e m e n t s and the 

a c h i e v e m e n t o f d o m e s t i c harmony, i n t he f o r e s t s o f New F r a n c e 

o r the c o u n t r y s i d e and towns o f con tempora r y O n t a r i o . 

B e l f o r d ' s M o n t h l y Magaz ine ( 1 8 7 6 - 7 8 ) , w h i c h p u b l i s h e d , c o n ­

s i d e r a b l y more f i c t i o n t han t h e New Domin ion M o n t h l y , m a i n t a i n e d 

i t s n a t i o n a l o r i e n t a t i o n t o the p o i n t o f a c c e p t i n g s h o r t s t o r i e s 

about such d i v e r s e Canad ian s u b j e c t s as Cobourg summer romances 

( "A Romance o f t he A r l i n g t o n H o p s ' ) and Canad ian f a m i l y gho s t s 
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("My G r a n d f a t h e r ' s Ghos t S t o r y " ). F o r i t s s e r i a l i z e d n o v e l s , 

however , i t t u r n e d t o James Payn and J . G. H o l l a n d . The c o n t e n t s 

o f the Canad i an M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l Review — u n d o u b t e d l y the 

most e r u d i t e and s o p h i s t i c a t e d p e r i o d i c a l o f t h i s p e r i o d — 

were a l m o s t e n t i r e l y Canad i an i n o r i g i n . Y e t i t s n o v e l s , by 

Canad i an w r i t e r s l i k e L o u i s a Mur ray and Mr s . J . V. N o e l , were 

s e t i n I r e l a n d o r I t a l y o r F r a n c e . A l t h o u g h n e a r l y e v e r y number 

o f t he Canadi an Month l y c o n t a i n e d one o r two i n s t a l l m e n t s o f 

s e r i a l i z e d f i c t i o n , i t s o n l y l o n g p i e c e s t o dea l w i t h Canada 
46 

were " C l i v e W e s t o n ' s Wedding A n n i v e r s a r y , " Rosanna L e p r o h o n ' s 

t w o - p a r t s t o r y o f M o n t r e a l s o c i a l l i f e w h i c h h a r d l y coun t s as 
• 47 

a n o v e l , Agnes Mau le M a c h a r ' s two n o v e l s " F o r K i n g and C o u n t r y " ' 
;l48 

a n d " L o s t and Won" and G. A. M a c k e n z i e ' s " S e l m a : A T a l e o f the 

49 

Summer H o l i d a y s , " an i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l l o v e s t o r y . In i t s l a t e r 

y e a r s , b e f o r e and a f t e r i t amalgamated w i t h B e l f o r d ' s i n 1878 
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t o f o r m ' R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s Canad i an M o n t h l y , t h i s magaz ine ran two 

n o v e l s by B e s a n t and R i c e , two by F. W. R o b i n s o n , one by James 

P a y n , one by W i l l i a m B l a c k , and f i v e p i e c e s by W i l k i e C o l l i n s . 

G i v en t h e M o n t h l y ' s p o l i c y o f p r o m o t i n g Canad ian c u l t u r e , i t w o u l d 

appea r t h a t i t s f a i l u r e to p u b l i s h much l o n g Canad ian f i c t i o n 

was due more t o a d e a r t h o f a p p r o p r i a t e Canad ian n o v e l s than 

t o the p o p u l a r i t y o f the E n g l i s h and A m e r i c a n w r i t e r s . 

The l a r g e and l a v i s h Canad ian I I l u s t r a t e d News (1869-1880) 

r e p e a t e d t he p a t t e r n o f i t s f e l l o w p e r i o d i c a l s . Le s s i n t e r e s t e d 

|n Canad i an f i c t i o n t han i n Canad ian s u b j e c t s f o r p i c t u r e s q u e 

e n g r a v i n g s , i t n e v e r t h e l e s s commenced p u b l i c a t i o n by s p o n s o r i n g 

a c o n t e s t o f f e r i n g p r i z e s f o r the b e s t "ROMANCES found**bn I n c i d e n t s 
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i n the H i s t o r y o f Canada " and s e r i a l i z e d the w i n n e r s . D u r i n g 

i t s f i r s t y e a r s t h i s m a g a z i n e ' s f i c t i o n was p r i m a r i l y Canad ian 

i n o r i g i n and c o n t e n t , b u t by i t s l a t e r volumes i t t o o had t u r n e d 

t o n o n - C a n a d i a n s o u r c e s , r u n n i n g n o v e l s by M i s s B r a d d o n , W i l k i e 

C o l l i n s , Rhoda B r o u g h t o n , and B e s a n t and R i c e . 

When t he Canad i an 111 U s t r a t e d News d e c i ded t o pu r sue i t s 

s e a r c h f o r Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e i n t he d i r e c t i o n o f t he h i s t o r i c a l 

romance, i t was s i m p l y v o i c i n g t he g e n e r a l a s s u m p t i o n t h a t the 

way t o b u i l d a Canad i an n o v e l i s t i c t r a d i t i o n was t o f o l l o w the 

l e a d o f W a l t e r S c o t t . In B r i t a i n , one o f S c o t t ' s m a j o r c o n t r i b u t i o n s 

t o t h e deve l opment o f f i c t i o n was t o e s t a b l i s h t he r e s p e c t a b i l i t y 
51 

o f the n o v e l among t he m i d d l e c l a s s e s . In Canada, S c o t t was 

v a l u e d n o t o n l y f o r h i s mora l who le somenes s , b u t a l s o f o r h i s 
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example i n s u b s t a n t i a t i n g a l m o s t s i n g l e - h a n d e d l y the l i t e r a r y 

v a l i d i t y o f a p r e v i o u s l y n e g l e c t e d c u l t u r e . In 1874 Reve rend 

M. Harvey o f S a i n t J o h n ' s , who c o n t r i b u t e d many a r t i c l e s t o the 

M a r i t i m e M o n t h l y M a g a z i n e , a r t i c u l a t e d S c o t t ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e t o 

a s o c i e t y s e e k i n g l i t e r a r y s e l f - d e f i n i t i o n . C a l l i n g f o r a S i r 

W a l t e r S c o t t f o r N e w f o u n d l a n d , Ha rvey a s k e d : 

Who knew o r c a r e d a n y t h i n g abou t S c o t l a n d t i l l W a l t e r 
S c o t t l i f t e d the v e i l and r e v e a l e d h e r , n o t o n l y t o 
h e r own a s t o n i s h e d and d e l i g h t e d i n h a b i t a n t s , b u t 
a l s o t o o t h e r n a t i o n s who had h i t h e r t o d e s p i s e d o r 
d e r i d e d " t h e l a n d o f moun ta i n and o f f l o o d . " The 
f u t u r e w i l l no doubt p r oduce a W a l t e r S c o t t f o r 
N e w f o u n d l a n d , who w i l l g a t h e r up i t s t r a d i t i o n s and 
s u p e r s t i t i o n s , i t s t a l e s o f p e r i l and h e r o i c d a r i n g 
among i t s i c e - l a d e n s e a s , t he o d d i t i e s o f humours 
o f i t s f i s h e r - f o l k , t he t r a g e d y and comedy o f human 
e x i s t e n c e as he re d e v e l o p e d , and perhaps weave them 
i n t o s uch cha rm ing romances , poems and dramas as 
s h a l l w i n t he e a r o f t he w o r l d . ^ 

B e f o r e Canad i an t r a d i t i o n s , s u p e r s t i t i o n s , t a l e s and o d d i t i e s 

c o u l d f i n d t h e i r way i n t o n o v e l s , t hey had t o be r e c o g n i z e d and 

v a l i d a t e d i n the l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l s , i n s h o r t f i c t i o n and 

s k e t c h e s w h i c h f o c u s s e d on s i n g l e i n c i d e n t s and e v e n t s . T h i s 

p r o c e s s began i n the 1 8 2 0 ' s , w i t h t a l e s e l e v a t e d t o the s t a t u s 

o f l e g e n d l i k e "The F a i r y H a r p " ( 1 8 2 4 ) 5 3 and "The F a i t h f u l H e a r t " 

54 

( 1 825 ) . In t he l a t e r p e r i o d i c a l s , i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e f a m i l i a r 

Canad ian themes o f w i n t e r s o c i a l l i f e , i c e a c c i d e n t s , h u n t i n g 

a d v e n t u r e s , a d u l t s o r c h i l d r e n l o s t i n the b u s h , h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s , 

e n c o u n t e r s w i t h I n d i a n s and h a r d s h i p s o f s e t t l e m e n t , Canad i an 

s t o r y t e l l e r s w r o t e a b o u t s m u g g l i n g on the S t . Lawrence o r t h e 
55 56 

G r e a t L a k e s , c r i m e and v i c e i n Canad i an v i l l a g e s , O n t a r i o 



c o u r t - r o o m d r a m a , ° ' and T o r o n t o g h o s t s . " " 

F o r n o v e l i s t s who s o u g h t f i n a n c i a l s u c c e s s beyond Canada, 

t h e p r o b l e m o f Canada ' s v a l i d i t y as a l o c a t i o n f o r f i c t i o n was 

compounded by t he r e q u i r e m e n t s o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o p u l a r 

n o v e l m a r k e t . In t he l a t t e r h a l f o f t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 

B r i t i s h and A m e r i c a n p o p u l a r t a s t e r e q u i r e d c omp lex , s e n s a t i o n a l 

p l o t s s e t i n f a m i l i a r o r e x o t i c p l a c e s . May Agnes F l e m i n g , " a 

S a i n t John h o u s e w i f e " who e a r n e d a c o m p a r a t i v e f o r t u n e by h e r pen 

i n the 1 8 7 0 ' s , r e s o l v e d the p r o b l e m by c o n s t r u c t i n g t he p l o t o f 

each o f h e r f o r t y - t w o n o v e l s so t h a t some o f t he a c t i o n o c c u r r e d 
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i n Canada. 1 F o r James De M i l l e , a s c h o l a r who debased h i s 

l i t e r a r y t a l e n t s t o pay o f f h i s f a m i l y deb t s i n the 1860 ' s and 

1 8 7 0 ' s , 6 0 the s i t u a t i o n was r a t h e r more comp lex . 

A l t h o u g h De M i l l e g e n e r a l l y r e l i e d on the f a m i l i a r t r i c k s 

o f the marke t n o v e l i s t f o r the i n g r e d i e n t s o f h i s h i g h l y c o n t r i v e d 

p l o t s , i n a few o f h i s " p o t b o i l e r s " (as he c a l l e d them) he 

d i d manage t o add some Canad i an c o n t e n t t o h i s u s u a l canon o f 

s e n s a t i o n a l m a c h i n e r y . The Ame r i c an Ba ron (1872) i s s e t m o s t l y 

i n I t a l y , b u t one o f the n o v e l ' s many r o m a n t i c e n t a n g l e m e n t s 

b e g i n s when a young E n g l i s h m a n , v i s i t i n g Canada, r e s c u e s a young 

l a d y f r om a f o r e s t f i r e i n t he Ot tawa v a l l e y . A COmedy o f T e r r o r s 

(1872) opens w i t h a M o n t r e a l mer r y widow r e c o u n t i n g how a b r a v e 

A m e r i c a n r e s c u e d h e r c h i g n o n when i t was b lown on to t he c l i f f s 

a t N i a g a r a . In o r d e r t o c o m p l i c a t e t h e p l o t , however , a l l t he 
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c h a r a c t e r s soon t r a i p s e o f f t o Europe where t hey a r e t r a p p e d i n the 

s i e g e o f P a r i s d u r i n g t he F r a n c o - P r u s s i a n wa r . Co rd and C rea se 

( 1 8 6 9 ) , whose p l o t ranges f r o m A u s t r a l i a t o Hong Kong t o E n g l a n d 

t o San S a l v a d o r , a l s o i n c l u d e s Canada when De Mi l i e l i k e n s a 

s o u t h A s i a n d e s e r t i s l a n d t o S a b l e I s l a n d . Some o f t h i s b o o k ' s 

m i n o r c h a r a c t e r s r e p o r t e d l y d i e i n t he Quebec c h o l e r a e p i d e m i c s 

o f t he 1 8 3 0 ' s , b u t a r e l a t e r f o u n d i n H a l i f a x . B u t a s i d e f r o m 

h i s j u v e n i l e B.O.W.C. s e r i e s , De M i l l e w r o t e o n l y two n o v e l s whose 

p r i m a r y a c t i o n o c c u r s i n Canada. 

The f i r s t o f t h e s e , The Lady o f the I c e ( 1 8 7 0 ) , i s De Mi l i e ' s 

most a c c o m p l i s h e d p i e c e o f f i c t i o n a f t e r A S t r a n g e M a n u s c r i p t Found 

i n a Copper C y l i n d e r ( 1 8 8 8 ) . The p l o t c e n t r e s on an i n d i g e n o u s l y 

C a n a d a c a t a s t r o p h e w h i c h became a c o n v e n t i o n i n n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e : t h e r e s c u e o f a c h a r a c t e r t r a p p e d on an i c e 

f l o e when a r i v e r ( p r e f e r a b l y , t h e S t . Lawrence) b r e a k s up i n t he 
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s p r i n g . In t h i s i n s t a n c e the r e s c u e d i s a m y s t e r i o u s young 

l a d y , and h e r s a v i o u r a f l i p p a n t young o f f i c e r s t a t i o n e d . a t 

Quebec whose f i r s t - p e r s o n n a r r a t i v e c o n s i s t e n t l y b e t r a y s h i s 

f a t u o u s n e s s and c o n c e i t . The b o o k ' s l i t e r a r y humour ( r e f l e c t i n g 

De M i l l e ' s own e r u d i t i o n ) , s e l f - r e v e a l i n g n a r r a t o r and c l e a r l y 

d e l i n e a t e d c h a r a c t e r s and e v e n t s r e n d e r i t f a r more s u c c e s s f u l 

t han De M i l l e ' s o t h e r a d u l t Canad i an n o v e l , r a t r i v i a l h i s t o r i c a l 

romance t i t l e d The L i l y and t he C r o s s ( 1 8 7 5 ) . 

P re sumab l y p a r t o f De M i l l e ' s m o t i v a t i o n i n w r i t i n g h i s 

B.O.W.C. s e r i e s o f b o y s ' a d v e n t u r e s t o r i e s was t o show t h a t h i s 
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n a t i v e r e g i o n d i d c o n t a i n v a l i d l i t e r a r y m a t e r i a l , even i f n o t o f 

t h e s o r t t o appea l t o the g e n e r a l a d u l t r e a d e r s h i p o f h i s A m e r i c a n 

p u b l i s h e r s . A l t h o u g h b i b l i o g r a p h i c i n f o r m a t i o n on De M i l l e i s 

s p a r s e , h i s M a r i t i m e j u v e n i l e f i c t i o n appea r s t o have r ema ined 

i n p r i n t l o n g a f t e r h i s p o t b o i l e r s d i s a p p e a r e d f r o m p u b l i s h e r s ' 

l i s t s . F i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n 1869 and the e a r l y 1 8 7 0 ' s , each o f t h e s e 

books went t h rough t h r e e o r f o u r e d i t i o n s , and i n 1902 t hey were 

s t i l l l i s t e d by t h e Bo s t on f i r m o f Lee & Shepa rd i n t h e i r Ame r i c an 

B o y s ' S e r i e s . 6 3 

In t h e s e n o v e l s , De M i l l e drew on h i s S a i n t J ohn c h i l d h o o d 

and h i s own Grand P r e s c h o o l d a y s . He l a v i s h e s much a t t e n t i o n 

on the p h y s i c a l b e a u t i e s o f t he Fundy a r e a , p r o c l a i m i n g i t s 

s u p e r i o r i t y t o even the most c e l e b r a t e d l a n d s c a p e s o f Eu r ope . 

In a Grand P r e s u n r i s e , he s a y s , 

you may see a l l t h a t can be p r e s e n t e d by even I t a l y i n 
e v e r y p a r t o f i t s v a r i e d o u t l i n e — on t he p l a i n , on 
t he m o u n t a i n t o p , o r by t he s e a s i d e ; y o u may t r a v e r s e 
t h e A p e n n i n e s , o r wander by t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n shore?,' 
o r l o o k o v e r t he wa s t e Campagna, and y e t n e v e r f i n d 
a n y t h i n g t h a t can s u r p a s s t ho se a t m o s p h e r i c e f f e c t s 
w h i c h may be w i t n e s s e d a l o n g t h e s h o r e s t h a t s u r r o u n d 
t h e B a s i n o f M i n a s . ° 4 

In a d d i t i o n t o s u b s t a n t i a l g e o g r a p h i c a l d e t a i l , De M i l l e ' s M a r i t i m e 

m a t e r i a l i n c l u d e d an a c c o u n t o f t he g r e a t M i r a m i c h i f i r e o f 1825, 

an i n c i d e n t a t t h e T r a c a d i e l e p e r c o l o n y , v i s i t s t o the Magda len 

and S a b l e I s l a n d s , and m a n y . r e f e r e n c e s t o the A c a d i a n s . In The 

T r e a s u r e o f t he Seas (1873) he e x p l o i t e d t he l o c a l l e g e n d t h a t 

C a p t a i n K i d d had b u r i e d h i s t r e a s u r e on Oak I s l a n d , o f f the 
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s o u t h - w e s t c o a s t o f Nova S c o t i a . W h i l e t h e s e books a r e n o t as 

o v e r t l y d i d a c t i c as t ho se i n t h e same a u t h o r ' s Young Dodge C lub 

s e r i e s , much h i s t o r i c a l and g e o g r a p h i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n i s c a r e f u l l y 

wo rked i n t o t h e i r n a r r a t i v e s t r u c t u r e . 

The w o r l d o f t h e B.O.W.C. books i s e s s e n t i a l l y a b e n i g n 

c h i l d h o o d p a r a d i s e , i n w h i c h t h e Fundy a r e a p r o v i d e s a d v e n t u r e 

w i t h o u t r e a l danger . When the boys o f Grand P r e S c h o o l e s t a b l i s h 

t h e i r s e c r e t s o c i e t y ( t h e B r e t h r e n o f t he Wh i t e C r o s s , hence 

B . O . W . C ) , t h e y t r y t o impose on the Nova S c o t i a n l a n d s c a p e the 

a c t i v i t i e s t hey have r e a d abou t i n Ame r i c an and B r i t i s h b o y s ' 

book s . Games l i k e b u i l d i n g m e d i e v a l f o r t r e s s e s , p l a y i n g p i r a t e 

and d i g g i n g f o r t r e a s u r e p r ove a b o r t i v e , however . I n s t e a d , t he 

boys e n c o u n t e r t he genu ine c h a r a c t e r o f t h e i r c o u n t r y when a t 

v a r i o u s t i m e s t h e y a r e l o s t i n t he woods , l o s t i n t h e f o g , t r a p p e d 

by the S t . John r e v e r s i n g f a l l s , s h i p w r e c k e d a l o n g t he Fundy c o a s t 

o r on A n t i c o s t i I s l a n d , o r t r a p p e d by f o r e s t f i r e . A l t h o u g h 

t h e y o c c a s i o n a l l y e n c o u n t e r the p o s s i b i l i t y o f dea th o r s t a r v a t i o n , 

r e s c u e i s a lway s imminen t . L i k e t h e c h i l d r e n i n C a t h a r i n e P a r r 

T r a i 1 1 ' s The Canad i an CrusQes ( 1 8 5 0 ) , De M i l l e ' s boys l e a r n t o 

use t h e i r common sen se i n o r d e r t o s u r v i v e , d i s c o v e r i n g t h a t human 

r a t i o n a l i t y can overcome d i f f i c u l t i e s imposed by the n a t u r a l w o r l d . 

In De M i l l e ' s f i c t i o n as w h o l e , genu ine d i s a s t e r and e v i l a r e 

r e s e r v e d f o r n o n - C a n a d i a n s i t u a t i o n s : when m u r d e r i s a t t e m p t e d 

by s e a l i n g up a c h a r a c t e r i n the catacombs o f Rome i n An Open 

Q u e s t i o n ( 1 8 7 3 ) , by p u s h i n g a c h a r a c t e r o v e r b o a r d i n a h u r r i c a n e 
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i n C o r d and C rea se ( 1 8 6 9 ) , o r by abandon i n g s e v e r a l c h a r a c t e r s 

a t the b o t t o m o f a f l o o d i n g t r e a s u r e p i t i n O l d G a r t h ( 1 8 8 3 ) . 

Y e t i n h i s M a r i t i m e f i c t i o n De M i l l e r e j e c t e d one s e t o f c o n v e n t i o n s 

o n l y t o s e t up a n o t h e r . A l t h o u g h t he B.O.W.C. books a r e f r e e 

f r o m the p r e p o s t e r o u s p l o t s and c h a r a c t e r s o f h i s p o t b o i l e r s — 

i n t he c r e a t i o n o f w h i c h De M i l l e seems t o have e n j o y e d a p e r v e r s e 

l i t e r a r y p l e a s u r e - - t hey f o s t e r a p o i n t o f v i ew w h i c h r e g a r d s 

Canada as a l o c a t i o n a p p r o p r i a t e o n l y . f o r h a r m l e s s , i d y l l i c f i c t i o n , 

s u i t a b l e f o r c h i l d r e n and Mr s . Grundy. 

N o v e l i s t s who s u c c e e d e d De M i l l e c o n t i n u e d t o e n c o u n t e r 

d i f f i c u l t i e s r e g a r d i n g Canada ' s v a l i d i t y as a l o c a t i o n f o r f i c t i o n . 

In t he 1 890 ' s and e a r l y 1 900 ' s a u t h o r s t r y i n g t o s u r v i v e s o l e l y 

by t h e i r w r i t i n g had t o d e c i d e w h e t h e r t o s t a y n a t i o n a l ( and 

p o o r ) o r go i n t e r n a t i o n a l and l e a v e Canada b e h i n d . Many o f the 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s l i t e r a l l y became, e x p a t r i a t e s , some o f them 

c l u s t e r i n g a r ound t h e c J d l e r i n London, w h i c h was e d i t e d f r o m 1892 

t o 1895 by R o b e r t B a r r and p u b l i s h e d work by B a r r , G i l b e r t 

P a r k e r , G r a n t A l l e n and S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan. • Of the e x p a t r i a t e s , 

S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan was c e r t a i n l y the g r e a t e s t l o s s t o Canada. 

Because h e r nove l s f o c u s on the a b i l i t y o r i n a b i l i t y o f c h a r a c t e r s 

t o p e r c e i v e and u n d e r s t a n d t he w o r l d a r ound them, h e r own e x p e r i e n c e s 

i n B r i t a i n and I n d i a p r o v i d e d r i c h e r m a t e r i a l t han Canada c o u l d 

s u p p l y . As she s t a t e d i n an 1895 i n t e r v i e w , 

t h e r e i s such abundance o f m a t e r i a l i n A n g l o - I n d i a n 
l i f e - - i t i s f u l l o f such p i c t u r e s q u e i n c i d e n t , such 



t r a g i c chance . I a s s u r e y o u , the most commonplace 
E n g l i s h m a n , w i t h t h a t b a c k g r o u n d , becomes , by c o n t r a s t , 
i n v e s t e d w i t h a l l s o r t s o f i n t e r e s t i n g q u a l i t i e s . 6 5 

B u t b e f o r e she l e f t Canada i n 1891, when she m a r r i e d C h a r l e s 

E v e r a r d C o t e s , c u r a t o r o f the I n d i a n Museum a t C a l c u t t a , Duncan 

had made an i n d e l i b l e i m p r e s s i o n on t he Canad i an l i t e r a r y s c e n e . 

An avowed r e a l i s t i n t he t r a d i t i o n o f W i l l i a m Dean H o w e l l s and 

Henry James , S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan had e n e r g e t i c a l l y a t t e m p t e d 

t o overcome t he c u l t u r a l c o n s e r v a t i s m o f t he Canad i an p u b l i c . 

In t he 1 880 ' s h e r a r t i c l e s i n The Week, the T o r o n t o G lobe and 

the M o n t r e a l D a i l y S t a r r e l e n t l e s s l y b a d g e r e d Canad ians t o 

r e l i n q u i s h t h e i r p r e j u d i c e s a g a i n s t s e r i o u s , r e a l i s t i c f i c t i o n , 

and t o e n j o y t he i n n o v a t i o n s o c c u r r i n g i n n o v e l s w h i c h r e a c h e d 

beyond the na r row v i s i o n o f a c o l o n i a l b a c k w a t e r . 
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CHAPTER IV 

SARA JEANNETTE DUNCAN AND THE PROGRESS OF REALISM 

In The P r o g r e s s o f Romance ( 1 7 8 5 ) , t h e f i r s t b o o k - l e n g t h d i s ­

c u s s i o n o f p r o s e f i c t i o n w r i t t e n i n E n g l a n d , C l a r a Reeve d e f i n e d 

t h e te rms " r o m a n c e " and " n o v e l " : 

The Romance i s an h e r o i c f a b l e , w h i c h t r e a t s o f f a b u l o u s 
p e r s o n s and t h i n g s . - - The Nove l i s a p i c t u r e o f r e a l 
l i f e and manne r s , and o f t h e t i m e s i n w h i c h i t was w r i t t e n . 
The Romance i n l o f t y and e l e v a t e d l a n g u a g e , d e s c r i b e s 
what n e v e r happened n o r i s l i k e l y t o happen. - - The 
Nove l g i v e s a f a m i l i a r r e l a t i o n o f such t h i n g s , as 
pass e v e r y day b e f o r e ou r e y e s , such as may happen t o 
ou r f r i e n d o r t o o u r s e l v e s ; and t h e p e r f e c t i o n o f 
i t , i s t o r e p r e s e n t e v e r y s c e n e , i n so ea s y and n a t u r a l 
a manner , and t o make them appea r p r o b a b l e , as t o d e ­
c e i v e us i n t o a p e r s u a s i o n ( a t l e a s t w h i l e we a r e 
r e a d i n g ) t h a t a l l i s r e a l , u n t i l we a r e a f f e c t e d by t h e 
j o y s o r d i s t r e s s , o f t h e pe r s on s i n t h e s t o r y , as i f 
t h e y were ou r o w n . ' 

A c e n t u r y l a t e r , S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan s u b s c r i b e d t o R e e v e ' s 

b a s i c d i s t i n c t i o n between r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n and l i t e r a r y r e a l i s m 

when she u r ged he r f e l l o w Canad i an s t o r e l i n q u i s h t h e i r t a s t e 

f o r t h e f o r m e r , and t o r e a d and w r i t e s e r i o u s n o v e l s c o n c e r n e d 

w i t h e v e r y d a y l i f e . In h e r a r t i c l e s i n The Week, t h e T o r o n t o 

G l obe and t he M o n t r e a l D a i l y S t a r , p u b l i s h e d d u r i n g t h e l a t e r 

1 8 8 0 ' s , Duncan a t t a c k e d t h e a r t i f i c i a l i t y o f o l d - f a s h i o n e d 
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i n 

S c o t t - i n s p i r e d romance, and h e r a l d e d t he i n n o v a t i o n s o f l i t e r a r y 

r e a l i s t s l i k e W i l l i a m Dean H o w e l l s and Henry James. In 1888 

she a p p l a u d e d the way i n w h i c h 

F i c t i o n seems d e t e r m i n e d t o b roaden i t s s cope i n a l l 
d i r e c t i o n s . I t s e n c r o a c h e s upon m e t a p h y s i c a l , s c i e n t i f i c 
and economic g round w i t h i n the l a s t few y e a r s have 
been marked. I m a g i n a t i o n a l o n e w o u l d f o r m most i n ­
s u f f i c i e n t c a p i t a l f o r t he n o v e l i s t o f t o - d a y . And 
i t i s q u i t e e x c u s a b l e i f i n i t s e x u l t a n t march f o r w a r d 
an a m b i t i o u s depa r tmen t o f l i t e r a t u r e s h o u l d t a k e 
some f a l s e s t e p s . 

Duncan ' s keen w i t showed l i t t l e mercy f o r t h o s e who a d v o c a t e d 

the o l d f a s h i o n e d method i n f i c t i o n by w h i c h the h e r o i n e 
was b r o u g h t s a f e l y and c o m f o r t a b l y o u t o f h e r woes 
and t he r e a d e r was l e f t i n the agreeab/le c e r t a i n t y 
t h a t o n l y the unnece s s a r y p e o p l e had d i e d , the e v i l 
d i s p o s e d f a l l e n i n t o t h e i r own p i t , and the t r u l y d e s e r v i n g 
m a r r i e d and l i v e d h a p p i l y e v e r a f t e r w a r d . 3 

She e n d o r s e d t he advancements b e i n g made i n p r o g r e s s i v e l i t e r a r y 

c i r c l e s , where "modern t e n d e n c i e s i n f i c t i o n " were f a s t g a i n i n g 

h o l d : 

The i d e a seems t o be g a i n i n g g round t h a t l i f e s h o u l d 
be r e p r e s e n t e d as i t i s and n o t as we w o u l d l i k e i t 
t o b e , r e g a r d l e s s o f p r o b a b i l i t i e s . And i n l i f e as 
i t i s t he t r a d i t i o n s o f t he n o v e l i s t a r e v e r y o f t e n 
r e v e r s e d . There i s a lway s c o n s o l a t i o n f o r the d i s ­
c o n s o l a t e , t h o u g h , on the t op s h e l v e s o f the c i r c u l a t i n g 
l i b r a r i e s and i n the o l d numbers o f The Young L a d i e s  
J o u r n a l and s i m i l a r p u b l i c a t i o n s . 4 

T h i s l i t e r a r y r a d i c a l i s m , t o g e t h e r w i t h h e r e n e r g e t i c f e m i n i s m , 

i n s p i r e d S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan t o a c c l a i m t he modern h e r o i n e 

as one o f t he m a j o r a ch i e vemen t s o f t he new r e a l i s m : 

The woman o f t oday i s no l o n g e r an e x c e p t i o n a l b e i n g 
s u r r o u n d e d by e x c e p t i o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s . She b e a r s 
a t r a n s l a t a b l e r e l a t i o n t o the w o r l d ; and the n o v e l i s t s 
who t r a n s l a t e i t c o r r e c t l y have c e a s e d t o mark i t by 



undu l y e x a l t i n g one woman by v i r t u e o f h e r s e x t o a 
p o s i t i o n o f i n t e r e s t i n t h e i r books w h i c h dwa r f s a l l 
o t h e r c h a r a c t e r s . I t has been f ound t h a t s u c c e s s f u l 
n o v e l s can be w r i t t e n w i t h o u t h e r . The woman o f today 
unde r s t and s h e r s e l f , and i s u n d e r s t o o d i n h e r p r e s e n t 
and p o s s i b l e w o r t h . The n o v e l o f t oday i s a r e f l e c t i o n 
o f o u r p r e s e n t s o c i a l s t a t e . The women who e n t e r i n t o 
i t s c o m p o s i t i o n a r e b u t i n t e l l i g e n t agent s i n t h i s 
r e f l e c t i o n , and show t h e m s e l v e s as t h e y a r e , n o t as a 
f a l s e i d e a l w o u l d have t h e m . 5 

Duncan was u n d o u b t e d l y the most d a r i n g Canad ian c r i t i c o f 

h e r t i m e , e n j o y i n g f i c t i o n w h i c h v e n t u r e d beyond t he bounds o f 

h a rm le s s i m a g i n a t i o n and c o n c e r n e d i t s e l f w i t h c o n c r e t e s o c i a l 

i s s u e s . However, h e r r a d i c a l i s m was n o t u n l i m i t e d . As an a u t h o r 

and a c r i t i c she b o t h a d v o c a t e d and w r o t e f i c t i o n a b o u t o r d i n a r y 

p e o p l e and o r d i n a r y l i f e . B u t she r e s t r i c t e d h e r r a d i c a l i s m t o 

t he deco rous d o m e s t i c and p s y c h o l o g i c a l r e a l i s m o f H o w e l l s and 

James , whom she d e s c r i b e d as " g e n t l e m e n t bo th engaged i n d e v e l o p ­

i n g a s c h o o l o f f i c t i o n most c l o s e l y and s u b t l y ' . r e l a t e d t o t he 

c o n d i t i o n s and p r o g r e s s o f o u r t i m e . " In a l e n g t h y d i s c u s s i o n o f 

H o w e l l s ' s l i t e r a r y t h e o r y , Duncan l a u d e d h i s arguments f o r r e a l i s m , 

b u t she a l s o made a d e l i b e r a t e p o i n t o f a s k i n g t h a t l i t e r a t u r e 

be t r u e t o a r t as w e l l as t o l i f e : 

A cabbage i s a v e r y e s s e n t i a l v e g e t a b l e t o c e r t a i n 
s a l a d s , b u t we do n o t p r o s t r a t e o u r s e l v e s a d o r i n g l y 
b e f o r e the cabbage bed i n e v e r y d a y l i f e , and i t i s a 
l i t t l e p u z z l i n g t o know why we s h o u l d be r e q u i r e d t o 
do so i n a r t g a l l e r i e s and book s t o r e s , however p e r f e c t 
t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s t h e r e o f c a b b a g e s , v e g e t a b l e o r 
human. I f we do i t i s c e r t a i n l y p u r e l y t he a r t we a d m i r e , 
n o t t he n a t u r e . And so we t a k e t h e l i b e r t y o f t h i n k i n g 
t h a t l i t e r a t u r e s h o u l d a t i t s b e s t be t r u e n o t o n l y 
t o the o b j e c t s upon and about w h i c h i t c o n s t r u c t s i t s e l f , 
b u t f a i t h f u l a l s o t o a l l t he d e l i c a t e a t t r a c t i o n s and 
r e p u l s i o n s w h i c h e n t e r so i n t i m a t e l y i n t o t he h i g h e s t 
a r t . ? 
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She e v i n c e d obv i ou s d i s c o m f o r t w i t h the p r a c t i c e s o f Eu ropean 

r e a l i s t s and n a t u r a l i s t s and w i t h p o p u l a r s e n s a t i o n a l f i c t i o n 

w h i c h d i d n o t r e s p e c t t he p r i n c i p l e s o f " t h e h i g h e s t a r t . " 

H e r own s en se o f p r o p r i e t y emerged i n h e r 1887 d e f e n c e o f f e m a l e 

hack n o v e l i s t s , when she remarked t h a t bad n o v e l s were p r o d u c e d 

by men j u s t as o f t e n as by women, and t h a t women, a t l e a s t , 

have no p a r t i n c o n t r i b u t i n g the d e p r a v e d e l e m e n t o f 
f i c t i o n w h i c h d rags t he a ve rage down. The work o f 
women i n f i c t i o n does n o t i n c r e a s e t he s t a t i s t i c s 
o f c r i m e . In b e i n g d e n i e d such c o n t a c t w i t h the w o r l d 
as m i gh t s e r v e t o make t h e i r books s t r o n g e r and more 
r e a l i s t i c t hey a r e a l s o d e p r i v e d o f t he t e m p t a t i o n 
o f mak ing them the dangerous s o c i a l f o r c e t h a t cheap 
s e n s a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e r e p r e s e n t s . 8 

In h e r G lobe column o f June 17, 1885, Duncan d e f i n e d the q u a l i f i e d 

r e a l i s i m she f a v o u r e d . O s t e n s i b l y d e s c r i b i n g the l i t e r a r y t a s t e 

o f women i n g e n e r a l , she i n f a c t s t a t e d h e r own p r e f e r e n c e s : 

The o r d i n a r y d e t a i l o f humdrum l i f e and c i r c u m s t a n c e , 
p e n - p a i n t e d by an a r t i s t w i t h s y m p a t h i e s keen enough 
t o d e t e c t the m y s t e r i o u s t h r o b b i n g o f the l i f e t h a t 
i s i n n e r and unde r , f a s c i n a t e s us l i k e o u r own p h o t o ­
g r aph s . As a r u l e we d i s l i k e s t r o n g s i t u a t i o n and 
s a n g u i n a r y s cene s a r e t he e x c e p t i o n i n r e c e n t n o v e l s 
o f the b e t t e r c l a s s . Coa r sene s s we c a n n o t t o l e r a t e , 
even w i t h t h a t s a v i n g s auce i n t he eyes o f men - -
humour. 

Because she r e c o i l e d f r o m " s a n g u i n a r y s c e n e s " and " c o a r s e n e s s , " 

Duncan ' s a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t he modern n o v e l ' s engagement w i t h the 

g r e a t s o c i a l i s s u e s o f t he day was f r e q u e n t l y tempered by a t one 

o f r e s t r a i n t . T h i s r e s e r v e a p p e a r e d i n h e r a r t i c l e on "Outworn 

L i t e r a r y M e t h o d s , " i n w h i c h she o b s e r v e d t h a t 

The n o v e l o f t o - d a y may be w r i t t e n t o show t h e c u l m i n a t i v e 
a c t i o n o f a p a s s i o n , t o work o u t an e t h i c a l p r o b l e m o f 



e v e r y d a y o c c u r r e n c e , t o g i v e body and f o r m t o a s e n s a t i o n 
o f t he f i n e s t o r o f the c o a r s e s t k i n d , f o r a l m o s t any 
r ea son w h i c h can be shown t o have a c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 
t h e c o u r s e o f human l i f e , and deve lopment o f human 
c h a r a c t e r . M o t i v e s o f t h i s s o r t a r e n o t c o n f i n e d t o 
any g i v e n s c h o o l o r i t s l e a d e r s , b u t a f f e c t t he mass 
o f modern n o v e l w r i t e r s v e r y g e n e r a l l y , and i n s p i r e 
a l l whose work r i s e s above t h e pu rpo se o f c ha rm ing 
the i d l e h ou r o f t h a t b o r e d b e l l e i n h e r b o u d o i r , 
whose t a s t e s used t o be s o e x c l u s i v e l y c a t e r e d t o by 
s m a l l p e o p l e i n f i c t i o n . The o l d r u l e s by w h i c h any 
h a b i t u a l n o v e l readyr c o u l d p r ophe s y t r u l y a t the t h i r d 
c h a p t e r how t h e s t o r y w o u l d "come o u t " a r e d i s r e g a r d e d , 
the w e l l - w o r n i n c i d e n t s d i s c a r d e d , t he s i n e qua nons 
a u d a c i o u s l y done w i t h o u t . F i c t i o n has become a law unto 
i t s e l f , and i t s f i e l d has b r oadened w i t h t he a s s u m p t i o n . 1 

Aware t h a t f i c t i o n had become " a l aw un to i t s e l f , " Duncan 

m a i n t a i n e d a h e a l t h y s c e p t i c i s m r e g a r d i n g t h o s e p r o p o n e n t s * - o f 

r e a l i s m who a u t o c r a t i c a l l y " announce t o t h e i r s c r i b b l i n g e m u l a t o r s 

the o n l y p r o p e r and a c c e p t a b l e f o r m o f the modern n o v e l , announce 

i t i m p e r i o u s l y , and no te d e p a r t u r e s f r o m i t w i t h w r a t h . W h e n 

she r e v i ewed An AIgong Ui n Mai den ( 1 8 8 7 ) , c o - a u t h o r e d by Graeme 

M e r c e r Adam and E t h e l w y n W e t h e r a l d , Duncan a d m i t t e d t h a t o l d -

f a s h i o n e d romance r e t a i n e d an a p p e a l w h i c h a l l t he l o g i c and 

r h e t o r i c o f the l i t e r a r y r e a l i s t s c o u l d n o t d i m i n i s h : 

Gent lemen o f the r e a l i s t i c s c h o o l , one i s d i s p o s e d 
t o c o n s i d e r y o u v e r y r i g h t i n so f a r as y o u go , b u t 
t o b e l i e v e y o u m i s t a k e n i n y o u r i d e a t h a t y o u go the 
who l e d i s t a n c e and can pe r suade t h e wholes* n o v e l - r e a d i n g 
f r a t e r n i t y t o t a k e t h e same p a t h t h r ough the bu rdock s 
and t h e b r i a r s . F a i l i n g t h i s , y o u e v i d e n t l y b e l i e v e 
t h a t y o u can p u t t o the edge o f t he sword e v e r y w r e t c h e d 
r o m a n t i c i s t who presumes t o adm i re t he e x o t i c o f the 
i d e a , and t o p u b l i s h h i s a d m i r a t i o n . T h i s i s a l s o a 
m i s t a k e , f o r bo th o f t h e a u t h o r s o f "An A l g o n q u i n 
M a i d e n " a r e a l i v e , and , I b e l i e v e , i n r e a s o n a b l e h e a l t h ; 
and "An A l g o n q u i n M a i d e n " i s a romance, a romance o f the 
most uncompromi s i n g d e s c r i p t i o n , a romance t h a t m i g h t 
have been w r i t t e n i f t he r e a l i s t i c s c h o o l had n e v e r been 
h e a r d o f . 



In t h i s r e v i e w , Duncan s i m u l t a n e o u s l y r e c o g n i z e d the p e r s i s t e n c e 

o f t he r o m a n t i c temperament and w i t t i l y c a s t i g a t e d t h e i m p r o b ­

a b i l i t i e s imposed by the r o m a n t i c mode. B u t she a l s o a c know ledged 

t h a t romance, when w e l l - w r i t t e n , c o u l d r e n d e r r i d i c u l o u s c o n v e n t i o n s 

q u i t e p a l a t a b l e . He r a s se s sment o f the e n d i n g o f An A l g o n q u i n  

Ma iden began as c e n s u r e , b u t t u r n e d i n t o modera te p r a i s e : 

T rue t o t he t r a d i t i o n s o f romance, t he a u t h o r s a r r a n g e 
a p e r f e c t l y s a t i s f a c t o r y t e r m i n a t i o n o f a f f a i r s f o r 
e ve r ybody c o n c e r n e d . Odd numbers b e i n g i n c o m p a t i b l e 
w i t h u n a l l o y e d b l i s s , M i s s W e t h e r a l d drowns t he 
u n f o r t u n a t e A l g o n q u i n m a i d e n , i n the c h a p t e r b e f o r e 
t h e l a s t , w h i c h she s t y l e s p o e t i c a l l y "The P a s s i n g o f 
Wanda" - - drowns h e r i n a pa s sage o f such s y m p a t h e t i c 
g r a c e t h a t one becomes more t han r e c o n c i l e d t o t he 
s ad n e c e s s i t y o f t he a c t , and c o n v i n c e d t h a t t he l o v e -
s m i t t e n A l g o n q u i n maiden h e r s e l f c o u l d ask no h a p p i e r 
f a t e . 1 3 

Duncan ' s f l e x i b l e p o i n t o f v i ew p e r m i t t e d h e r t o t r e a t An A l g o n q u i n  

Ma iden q u i t e d i f f e r e n t l y i n h e r "Woman's W o r l d " column i n the 

G l o b e . Aware t h a t she was no l o n g e r w r i t i n g f o r t he s e l e c t 

r e a d e r s h i p o f The Week, b u t f o r the p u b l i c a t l a r g e , Duncan r e ­

f r a i n e d f r o m a d v e r s e c r i t i c i s m . I n s t e a d she exchanged h e r r o l e 

o f l i t e r a r y r e a l i s t f o r t h a t o f l i t e r a r y n a t i o n a l i s t , and 

e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y p romoted the book as " an unaccus tomed l i t e r a r y 

s e n s a t i o n . . . i n a l a n d where l i t e r a r y s e n s a t i o n s a r e abou t as 

14 
f r e q u e n t as e a r t h q u a k e s . " 

In s u ch an unabashed romance as An A l g o n q u i n Ma iden t h e r e 

was l i t t l e room f o r t he k i n d o f r e a l i s m w h i c h Duncan d e f i n e d as 

15 

" t h e e v e r l a s t i n g g l o r i f i c a t i o n o f the commonp lace. " Y e t she 

d i d n o t f i n d romance and r e a l i s m n e c e s s a r i l y i n c o m p a t i b l e , as 
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h e r d i s c u s s i o n o f F r ance s B r o o k e ' s The H i s t o r y o f Emi 1y Montague 

(1769) r e v e a l s . A l t h o u g h " M r s . B rooke w r o t e i n t he palmy days 

o f he roe s and h e r o i n e s , " Duncan d i s c o v e r e d i n the f i r s t n o v e l 

abou t Canada a v a l u a b l e " p i c t u r e o f c on tempo ra r y B r i t i s h ways 

o f t h i n k i n g and w r i t i n g , as w e l l as a s p r i g h t l y and p re sumab l y 

16 

t r u t h f u l a c c o u n t o f o u r own s o c i a l b e g i n n i n g s . " M o r e o v e r , 

Duncan ' s p e r s o n a l p r e f e r e n c e f o r n o v e l s c o n c e r n e d w i t h s o c i a l 

r e a l i t y d i d n o t c l o u d h e r p e r c e p t i o n t h a t one o f the p r i m a r y 

t r a i t s o f p r o s e f i c t i o n i s i t s v a r i a b i l i t y o f f o rm . The a r t 

o f f i c t i o n , she s t a t e d , " h a v i n g f o r i t s s h i f t i n g and v a r i a b l e 

b a s i s , h u m a n i t y , i s bound t o p r e s e n t i t s e l f i n more d i v e r s e forms 

t h a n any o t h e r - - c o n s t a n t l y t o f i n d new o n e s , c o n s t a n t l y t o r e c u r 

t o o l d o n e s . " ^ 7 The f r e q u e n t r e c u r r e n c e o f t he o l d forms o f 

romance o r i g i n a t e d i n the m o t i v a t i o n o f o r d i n a r y r e a d e r s , w h i c h 

Duncan r e c o g n i z e d t o be t h e i r d e s i r e t o p r o j e c t t h e m s e l v e s i n t o 

a w o r l d w h i c h s a t i s f i e d t h e i r f a n t a s i e s and r e i n f o r c e d t h e i r 

p r e j u d i c e s : 

The a ve rage n o v e l r e a d e r l i k e s above a l l a book i n 
w h i c h h i s i m a g i n a t i o n w i l l p e r m i t h im t o f e e l a t home, 
a book i n w h i c h the p e o p l e . t a l k as he w o u l d l i k e t o 
have t a l k e d , and a c t as he w o u l d l i k e t o have a c t e d , 
and a book w h i c h makes any number o f s a c r i f i c e s o f the 
p r o b a b i l i t i e s i n o r d e r t o a r r i v e a t an o r t h o d o x and 
c o m f o r t a b l e c o n c l u s i o n . ^ 

S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan p u t h e r own c r i t i c a l p r i n c i p l e s i n t o 

p r a c t i c e when she humorou s l y p l a y e d w i t h h e r r e a d e r ' s e x p e c t a t i o n 

o f an " o r t h o d o x and c o m f o r t a b l e c o n c l u s i o n " i n two o f h e r l i g h t e r 

n o v e l s , An A m e r i c a n G i r l i n London (1891) and i t s s e q u e l , A 



Voyage o f C o n s o l a t i o n ( 1 8 9 8 ) . Bo th c o n c e r n the European a d v e n t u r e s 

o f Mamie W i c k , a b r i g h t young l a d y f r o m Ch i c a go ( and l i t e r a r y 

c o u s i n o f D a i s y M i l l e r ) whose i ngenuous s p i r i t exposes the l i m i t ­

a t i o n s and p r e j u d i c e s o f the B r i t i s h and Ame r i c an c h a r a c t e r s 

she e n c o u n t e r s . In h e r f i r s t n a r r a t i v e Mamie i s c o u r t e d by Mr. 

M a f f e r t o n , a p r o p e r young Eng l i s hman whose a t t e n t i o n s c e r t a i n l y 

a n t i c i p a t e a w e d d i n g - b e l l s e n d i n g . As The Week ' s r e v i e w e r o f 

t h i s n o v e l r e m a r k e d , "we f e e l we s h a l l h o t be s u r p r i s e d i f t he 

u sua l f a t e w h i c h pu r s ue s p r e t t y A m e r i c a n g i r l s o v e r t a k e s o u r 

h e r o i n e . T h a t i t does n o t i s pe rhaps t he c l e v e r e s t t h i n g i n 

19 

the b o o k . " In t h e ' * } a s t pages o f An Amer i c an G i r l i n London, 

Mamie u n e x p e c t e d l y r e v e a l s t h a t she had u t t e r l y m i s i n t e r p r e t e d 

M a f f e r t o n ' s b e h a v i o u r becau se she was s e c r e t l y engaged t o a 

young man back home. 

H a v i n g d e f l a t e d h e r r e a d e r ' s e x p e c t a t i o n o f a t r a n s a t l a n t i c 

m a r r i a g e i n h e r f i r s t book, Mamie opens h e r s e cond by d e c l a r i n g 

t h a t bo th h e r b e h a v i o u r and h e r a p p a r e n t l y f r a n k a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l 

r e p o r t hadn 'n f a c t been c o n d i t i o n e d by t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f the 

r omant i c n o v e l : 

I once had such a good t i m e i n E n g l a n d t h a t I p r i n t e d 
my e x p e r i e n c e s , and a t the v e r y end o f the volume i t 
seemed n e c e s s a r y t o adm i t t h a t I was engaged t o Mr. 
A r t h u r G r e e n l e a f Page , o f Y a l e C o l l e g e , C o n n e c t i c u t . 
I remember t h i n k i n g t h a t t h i s was i n d i s c r e e t a t t he 
t i m e , b u t I f e l t c o m p e l l e d t o bow t o the r e q u i r e m e n t s 
o f f i c t i o n . I was my own h e r o i n e , and I had t o be 
d i s p o s e d o f . The re seemed t o be no a l t e r n a t i v e . I 
d i d n o t w i s h t o mar ry Mr. M a f f e r t o n , even f o r l i t e r a r y 
p u r p o s e s . . . . So I c o m m i t t e d t h a t i n d i s c r e t i o n . 



In o r d e r t h a t the w o r l d m i g h t be a s s u r e d t h a t my h e r o i n e 
m a r r i e d and l i v e d h a p p i l y e v e r a f t e r w a r d s , I took i t 
p r e m a t u r e l y i n t o my c o n f i d e n c e r e g a r d i n g my i n t e n t i o n . 
The t h i n g t h a t o c c u r r e d , as n a t u r a l l y and i n e v i t a b l y 
as the r a i n i f y o u l e a v e y o u r u m b r e l l a a t home, was 
t h a t w i t h i n a f o r t n i g h t a f t e r my r e t u r n t o C h i c a g o 
my engagement t o Mr. Page t e r m i n a t e d . ™ 

In A Voyage o f C o n s o l a t i o n , Duncan a g a i n s i m u l t a n e o u s l y mocks and 

works w i t h i n p o p u l a r l i t e r a r y c o n v e n t i o n . The m a r r i a g e e n d i n g 

t h a t Mamie r e j e c t s a t t he b e g i n n i n g o f the book i s a f f i r m e d 

w i t h a vengeance a t i t s c o n c l u s i o n . A f t e r a s e r i e s o f c o i n c i d e n t a l 

e n c o u n t e r s w h i l e t r a v e l l i n g t h r o u g h c o n t i n e n t a l E u r o p e , Mamie and 

a l l t he u n a t t a c h e d c h a r a c t e r s ( i n c l u d i n g Mr. M a f f e r t o n ) t e r m i n a t e 

t h e i r a d v e n t u r e s i n t h r e e , and p o s s i b l y f o u r m a r r i a g e s — Mamie 

becoming Mr s . A r t h u r G r e e n l e a f Page a f t e r a l l . S a r a J e a n n e t t e 

Duncan, l i k e James De M i l l e b e f o r e h e r , d i s c o v e r e d t h a t one way 

t o come t o terms w i t h the i n e s c a p a b l e demands and c o n v e n t i o n s 

of.: t he s h o v e l as a n a r r a t i v e f o r m was t o t r e a t t he c o n v e n t i o n s 

i r o n i c a l l y . R a t h e r than s e a r c h f o r new l i t e r a r y f o r m , Duncan 

i n t h e s e two books m a n i p u l a t e d t r a d i t i o n a l f o rm f o r h e r own 

p u r p o s e s , p r o d u c i n g some d e l i g h t f u l humour i n the p r o c e s s . 

Even i n h e r com ic n o v e l s , l i k e t h e Mamie Wick books and 

V e r n o n ' s Aun t ( 1 8 9 4 ) , Duncan e x p e r i m e n t e d w i t h l i t e r a r y f o rm t o 

a c e r t a i n e x t e n t . H e r e , as i n h e r more s e r i o u s f i c t i o n , she moved 

away f r o m the n o v e l o f p l o t towards the n o v e l o f c h a r a c t e r and 

i d e a , w h i c h d e f i n e s and r e v e a l s c h a r a c t e r by f o c u s s i n g on an 

i n d i v i d u a l ' s p e r c e p t i o n o f t he w o r l d a r ound h i m . Mamie Wick 

evokes more i n t e r e s t f o r h e r p i q u a n t comments upon B r i t i s h s o c i e t y 
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than f o r h e r amorous i n v o l v e m e n t s . E l f r i d a B e l l , t he Bohemian 

h e r o i n e o f A Daugh te r o f Today ( 1 8 9 4 ) , speaks f o r Duncan h e r s e l f 

when she s t a t e s t h a t " f o r r a n o v e l one wants a l e a d i n g i d e a - -

the p l o t , o f c o u r s e , i s o f no p a r t i c u l a r con sequence . R a t h e r 

21 

I s h o u l d say p l o t s have merged i n t o l e a d i n g i d e a s . " The " l e a d ­

i n g i d e a " o f Duncan ' s s e r i o u s f i c t i o n — s e t i n I n d i a , Canada 

o r B r i t a i n - - i s t o e x p l o r e how modes and l i m i t a t i o n s o f p e r c e p t i o n 

shape p e o p l e ' s l i v e s . Hence h e r c once rn i s n o t n a r r a t i v e f o r 

t he s ake o f a d v e n t u r e , b u t the e f f e c t o f e v e n t s on the f o r m a t i o n 

o f v i s i o n . As Duncan h e r s e l f say s o f L o m e M u r c h i s o n ' s t r i p 

t o E n g l a n d i n The I m p e r i a l i s t ( 1 9 0 4 ) , " w h a t he a b s o r b e d and t ook 

back w i t h h im i s , a f t e r a l l , what wehhave I t oddo w i t h ; h i s a c t u a l 
22 

a d v e n t u r e s a r e o f no i m p o r t a n c e . " Duncan ' s own n o v e l s t e n d 

t o be w e a k e s t when she t r i e s t o c o n s t r u c t p l o t s b a sed on " a c t u a l 

a d v e n t u r e s " ; t h i s i s . e s p e c i a l l y t r u e o f some o f h e r l a t e r b o o k s , 

l i k e S e t i n A u t h o r i t y ( 1 9 0 6 ) , H i s Roya l Happ i ne s s (1914) and 

T i t l e C l e a r ( 1 9 2 2 ) . In h e r b e s t w r i t i n g she a l m o s t abandons 

p l o t , d e l i n e a t i n g c h a r a c t e r s whose p a t h o s , comedy and p o t e n t i a l 

t r a g e d y a r i s e f r om t h e i r o n e - s i d e d v iew o f the w o r l d a r ound them. 

Her l i m i t e d c h a r a c t e r s g e n e r a l l y r e v e a l t h e i r s h o r t - s i g h t e d n e s s 

i n c o n t r a s t t o t h e more a s t u t e p e r c e p t i o n s o f c h a r a c t e r s o f 

s u p e r i o r v i s i o n , a s t r u c t u r e she may have a s s i m i l a t e d f r om Jane 

A u s t e n . 

A t t h e l o w e s t end o f Duncan ' s s c a l e o f v i s i o n s i t i n d i v i d u a l s 

l i k e the Brownes o f The S i m p l e A d v e n t u r e s o f a Mems'ahib ( 1 8 9 3 ) , 
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who t r a n s f e r t h e i r m i d d l e - c l a s s B r i t i s h l i f e t o A n g l o - I n d i a w i t h 

o n l y m i nu te e f f e c t s on t h e i r own s e n s i b i l i t i e s . More i n t e r e s t i n g 

and d i s t u r b i n g a r e t h o s e c h a r a c t e r s who n o t o n l y f a i l t o s en se 

t h e i r l i m i t a t i o n s , b u t who t r y t o change t h e w o r l d a r ound them 

by p u t t i n g i n t o p r a c t i c e t he p r i n c i p l e s u n d e r l y i n g t h e i r d i s t o r t e d 

v i s i o n . In Canada, i d e a l i s t i c Lo rne M u r c h i s o n o f The I m p e r i a l i s t 

f a i l s t o t r a n s f o r m C a n a d a ' s p o l i t i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h B r i t a i n 

because he c o m p l e t e l y l o s e s t ouch w i t h c o n c r e t e e v e r y d a y l i f e . 

In The B u r n t O f f e r i n g ( 1 9 0 9 ) , s e t i n I n d i a , V u l c a n M i l e s , a 

B r i t i s h s o c i a l democ ra t , r u i n s h i s own p a r l i a m e n t a r y c a r e e r and 

n e a r l y i n c i t e s g r a ve p o l i t i c a l t r o u b l e because he c anno t e v a l u a t e 

the I n d i a n s i t u a t i o n on i t s own t e r m s . As w i t h M u r c h i s o n , M i l e s ' s 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t he p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h he f i n d s h i m ­

s e l f i s c o l o u r e d by h i s r o m a n t i c p e r c e p t i o n o f h i s own r o l e i n 

the g r e a t e r w o r l d . The s o u r c e o f V u l c a n M i l e s ' s l i m i t e d v i s i o n 

i s t h a t he 

b e l o n g e d , e m p h a t i c a l l y , t o t he e a r l i e r emergence o f the 
S o c i a l i s t i d e a , b e f o r e i t had l e a r n e d the n e c e s s i t y o f 
compromi se , o r t he v a l u e o f b u s i n e s s ^ m e t h o d s . . . . 
V u l c a n ' s l o n g - c o n t e m p l a t e d j o u r n e y had . . . b r o u g h t 
h im t o the h e a r t o f a p o l i t i c a l romance where a k n i g h t 
was c l e a r l y needed , a m a i l e d f i s t , w i t h a p i p e i n i t , 
and no nonsense about i t , t o t a k e t he p a r t o f i n a r t i c u l a t e 
m i l l i o n s . He came to i :t o u t o f a w o r l d o f p r o s a i c e n ­
gagements , mean s t r e e t s , and w e t u m b r e l l a s , and he 
b r o u g h t a c a p a c i t y f o r s e n t i m e n t w h i c h was l i k e t h e 
t h i r s t o f a l i f e t i m e . -

Through c h a r a c t e r s l i k e L o r ne M u r c h i s o n a n d . V u l c a n M i l e s , 

S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan ( l i k e S c o t t i n W a v e H e y and F l a u b e r t i n 

Madame Bova r y ) e xpo sed t h e i n a b i l i t y o f the r o m a n t i c temperament 
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t o cope w i t h t he c o m p l e x i t i e s o f e v e r y d a y l i f e . Through h e r 

u n t r a d i t i o n a l l i t e r a r y s t r u c t u r e s , Duncan r e j e c t e d the n o v e l o f 

p l o t i n f a v o u r o f the n o v e l o f i d e a . Hence i n h e r f i c t i o n as 

w e l l as i n h e r c r i t i c i s m S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan t r i e d t o push 

Canad i an f i c t i o n i n t o what she i d e n t i f i e d as t he m a i n s t r e a m o f 

s e r i o u s l i t e r a r y a r t i s t r y - - t he s o c i a l and p s y c h o l o g i c a l r e a l i s m 

o f w r i t e r s l i k e H o w e l l s and James. B u t t h a t d i r e c t i o n was t o 

be p u r s u e d o n l y by a y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n o f Canad i an n o v e l i s t s , 

b e g i n n i n g i n t he 1 9 2 0 ' s when G r o v e , O s t e n s o , K n i s t e r and o t h e r s 

f i n a l l y e s t a b l i s h e d i n Canada t r e n d s w h i c h had a l r e a d y dom ina ted 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d European l i t e r a t u r e f o r more t h a n f i f t y y e a r s . 

W i t h t he one o b v i o u s e x c e p t i o n o f Duncan Campbe l l S c o t t , whose 

a c h i e v e m e n t i n t h e s h o r t s t o r y i n d i c a t e s t h a t he s h a r e d Duncan ' s 

i n t e r e s t i n c a p t u r i n g i n n e r e x p e r i e n c e , most o f Duncan ' s Canad i an 

c o n t e m p o r a r i e s y i e l d e d t o t h e i r f i n a n c i a l a m b i t i o n s and t h e i r own 

i n n a t e c o n s e r v a t i s m and eschewed t h e f r o n t i e r s o f l i t e r a r y r e a l i s m . 

As an avowed l i t e r a r y r e a l i s t S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan e n j o y e d 

o n l y one n o t a b l e Canad ian p r e d e c e s s o r . From the m i d - 1 8 3 0 ' s t o 

t he m i d - 1 8 5 0 ' s Thomas C h a n d l e r H a l i b u r t o n u sed h i s famous c h a r a c t e r 

o f Sam S l i c k t o a d v o c a t e a f o r m o f e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y r e a l i s m 

t h a t was " t r u e t o n a t u r e . " T h i s p h r a s e i n d i c a t e d n o t d e t a i l e d 

a c c u r a c y so much as f a i t h f u l n e s s t o a more g e n e r a l i z e d k i n d o f 

t r u t h . S l i c k e x p l a i n s i t s mean ing i n N a t u r e and Human N a t u r e 

( 1 8 5 5 ) , t he l a s t o f t he volumes o f s k e t c h e s and o b s e r v a t i o n s he 

p u r p o r t e d l y r e l a t e s t o the S q u i r e . When a s ked i f he had a c t u a l l y 
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s a i d and done a l l he had r e c o r d e d i n h i s e a r l i e r b o o k s , S l i c k 

r e p l i e s , 

I w o u l d n ' t j u s t l i k e t o swear t o e v e r y wo rd o f i t , b u t 
most o f i t i s t r u e , though, some t h i n g s a r e e m b e l l i s h e d 
a l i t t l e , and some a re f a n c y s k e t c h e s . But t hey a r e 
a l l t r u e t o n a t u r . . . . I have t r i e d t o s t i c k t o 
l i f e as c l o s e as I c o u l d , and t h e r e i s n o t h . i n ' l i k e 
n a t u r , i t goes home t o t h e h e a r t o f us a l l . ^ 

P u r s u i n g t h a t g e n e r a l i z e d e n t i t y c a l l e d " n a t u r , " S l i c k e n v i s a g e s 

h i s l i t e r a r y m i s s i o n t o be " H o l d i n g Up t he M i r r o r . " He i n f o r m s 

the S q u i r e t h a t " t h e s k e t c h e s I s end y o u a r e f r om l i f e ; I p a i n t 

25 

t h i n g s as y o u f i n d them and know them t o b e . " P a r t i c u l a r i z e d 

d e t a i l e x c i t e s some i n t e r e s t f o r i t s own s a k e ; Sam s u b s c r i b e s t o 

t he d i c t u m o f " o l d D i c t i o n a r y J o h n s o n " t h a t " t h e l i f e o f e v e r y man, 

i f w r o t e t r u l y , w o u l d be i n t e r e s t i n g " becau se " e v e r y man has a 

s t o r y o f h i s own, and some t h i n g s have happened t o h im t h a t n e v e r 
9 Ft 

happened t o anybody e l s e . " The i m p o r t a n c e o f t h i s i n d i v i d u a l 

r e a l i s m , however , l i e s i n the way i t s u p p o r t s t he t r u t h t h a t " n a t u r 

i s t h e same a l w a y s . " Hence S l i c k f i n d s g r e a t l i t e r a r y v a l u e i n 

the work o f e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y n o v e l i s t s l i k e S m o l l e t t and F i e l d i n g 

because t h e i r books a r e " t r u e t o l i f e " and " a p i c t u r o f the t i m e s , 
27 

and i n s t r u c t i n as w e l l as a m u s i n ' . " 

I n s t r u c t i o n 'combined w i t h amusement was c e r t a i n l y H a l i b u r t o n ' s 

own i n t e n t i o n , s i n c e he a d v o c a t e d r e a l i s m f o r d i d a c t i c as w e l l 

as l i t e r a r y p u r p o s e s . W h i l e S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan was p r i m a r i l y 

i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e a r t i s t i c p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f the n o v e l , H a l i b u r t o n ' s 

p r i n c i p a l c o n c e r n was t o use p o p u l a r l i t e r a r y forms t o advance 



s o c i a l , e conomic and p o l i t i c a l c a u s e s . He remarked i n 1839 t h a t 

a f t e r he had c o m p l e t e d h i s H i s t o r i c a l and S t a t i s t i c a l A c c o u n t 

o f Nova S c o t i a ( 1 8 2 9 ) , 

I t o c c u r r e d t o me t h a t i t w o u l d be a d v i s a b l e t o r e s o r t 
t o a more p o p u l a r s t y l e , and , under t h e garb o f amuse­
ment, t o c a l l a t t e n t i o n t o o u r n o b l e h a r b o r s , o u r g r e a t 
m i n e r a l w e a l t h , o u r h e a l t h y c l i m a t e , o u r abundant 
f i s h e r i e s , and o u r n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s and advan tage s 
. . . . I was a l s o a n x i o u s t o s t i m u l a t e my count rymen 
t o e x e r t i o n , t o awaken a m b i t i o n and s u b s t i t u t e i t f o r 
t h a t s t i m u l u s w h i c h i s f u r n i s h e d i n o t h e r b u t p o o r e r 
c o u n t r i e s t han ou r s by n e c e s s i t y . F o r t h i s pu rpo se 
I c a l l e d i n t he a i d o f t he C l o c k m a k e r . 2 8 

Sam S l i c k s h a r e d h i s c r e a t o r ' s i n t e r e s t i n t h e p r a c t i c a l e f f e c t s 

o f l i t e r a t u r e . In 1855 he c o n g r a t u l a t e d h i m s e l f f o r h a v i n g i n ­

c i t e d n o t i c e a b l e changes i n the h a b i t s and a t t i t u d e s o f Nova 

S c o t i ans : 

The B l u e - n o s e o f 1834 i s no l o n g e r the B l u e - n o s e o f 
1854. He i s more a c t i v e , more i n d u s t r i o u s , and more 
e n t e r p r i s i n g . I n t e l l i g e n t the c r i t t e r a lway s was , 
b u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y he was l a z y . He was a s l e e p t h e n , 
now he i s w i d e awake and up and d o i n g . . . . A new 
g e n e r a t i o n has s p r ung up, some o f t he drones a r e 
s t i l l about the h i v e , b u t t h e r e i s a young v i g o r o u s r a c e 
coming on who w i l l keep pace w i t h age . . . . Now, I 
have h e l d t he m i r r o r t o t h e s e f e l l o w s t o see t h e m s e l v e s 
i n , and i t has s c a r e d them so t hey have s haved s l i c k 
up, and made t hemse l ve s l o o k d e c e n t . I w o n ' t say I 
made a l l t he changes m y s e l f , f o r P r o v i d e n c e s c o u r g e d 
them i n t o a c t i v i t y , by s e n d i n g t he weave l i n t o t h e i r 
w h e a t f i e l d s , t he r o t i n t o t h e i r p o t a t o e s , and the 
d r ough t i n t o t h e i r hay c r o p s . 2 9 

A c c o r d i n g t o S l i c k , hand i n hand he and P r o v i d e n c e had r e f o r m e d 

and r e j u v e n a t e d the s t a g n a t i n g p r o v i n c e t h a t he had f i r s t v i s i t e d 

i n t he e a r l y 1 8 3 0 ' s . 

D i d a c t i c i s m b e i n g H a l i b u r t o n ' s o v e r t m o t i v e , he d i d n o t 
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w r i t e w i t h i n the t r a d i t i o n o f t h e n o v e l - - w h i c h w o u l d have i n v o l v e d 

the c r e a t i o n o f a c omp le te f i c t i o n a l w o r l d - - b u t w i t h i n a t r a d i t i o n 

o f s o c i a l s a t i r e w h i c h a l l o w e d h im t o c r e a t e one o u t s t a n d i n g f i c t i o n a l 

c h a r a c t e r t o e x p r e s s h i s own o p i n i o n s abou t the r e a l w o r l d . 

The humour and v i t a l i t y o f the i d i o s y n c r a t i c S l i c k r a t h e r than 

H a l i b u r t o n ' s p r a c t i c a l messages a c c o u n t e d f o r t h e C l o c k m a k e r ' s 

r e m a r k a b l e p o p u l a r i t y i n E n g l a n d and t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . A c c o r d i n g 

t o V . L . O . C h i t t i c k , t he c h a r a c t e r o f Sam S l i c k was n o t an o r i g i n a l 

i n v e n t i o n b u t " t h e ep i t ome and embodiment o f a l o n g c u r r e n t c o n -
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c e p t i o n o f t he t y p i c a l New E n g l a n d e r . " W h i l e Amer i c an c r i t i c s 

d i d n o t see S l i c k as an a c c u r a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f Amer i c an 

c h a r a c t e r o r a r e a l i s t i c i n d i v i d u a l i n h i s own r i g h t , t hey e n j o y e d 

i n h im 

much d i v e r t i n g l i v e l i n e s s , and a t l e a s t a s o r t o f s t a g e 
v i t a l i t y , so t h a t , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g h i s d e c i d e d l a c k 
o f a u t h e n t i c i t y , he was w e l l enough e q u i p p e d w i t h 
what makes f o r p o p u l a r appea l t o w i n h i s way p r o m p t l y 
i n t o an a s t o n i s h i n g l y w i d e s p r e a d f a v o r , n o t o n l y i n 
E n g l and and the c o l o n i e s , b u t a l s o i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s . ' 
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E n g l i s h c r i t i c s p r a i s e d H a l i b u r t o n ' s "we lcome u n c o n v e n t i o n a l i t y , " 

f i n d i n g h i s d o w n - t o - e a r t h a t t i t u d e a r e f r e s h i n g c o n t r a s t t o t he 

"Wa sh i n g t on I r v i n g s t y l e , w h i c h t o us t a s t e s l i k e a c o m p o s i t i o n 
33 

o f t r e a c l e and w a t e r , s i c k l y and s w e e t . " As a f i c t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r 
34 

S l i c k h i m s e l f r i v a l l e d Sam W e l l e r i n common p o p u l a r i t y , w i n n i n g 
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the a p p r e c i a t i o n o f F r ench c r i t i c s and even o f B i s m a r c k . 

Nova S c o t i a n s , howeve r , d i s p l a y e d m i xed r e a c t i o n s . The  

NOva s cO t i an l a u d e d H a l i i b u r t o n f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g a b r o a d the l i t e r a r y 

v a l i d i t y o f Nova S c o t i a , d e c l a r i n g i n 1838 



T h a t the " C l o c k m a k e r " e x c i t e d much a t t e n t i o n i n t h i s 
p r o v i n c e i s n o t s u r p r i s i n g , f o r h e r e , a l i t e r a r y work 
o f even moderate p r e t e n s i o n i s a n o v e l t y - - a " r a r a 
a v i s " ; b u t t h a t i t has been so g e n e r a l l y a d m i r e d by 
t h e e x p e r i e n c e d j u d g e s o f E n g l a n d , stamps i t w i t h 
the q u a l i t y o f s t e r l i n g m e r i t . 3 6 

H a l i b u r t o n had p l a c e d Nova S c o t i a on the w o r l d map o f l i t e r a r y 

humour; as The N o v a s c o t i a n announced when The A t t a c h e a p p e a r e d 

i n 1843, " I f E n g l a n d has i t s D i c k e n s — and I r e l a n d h e r L e v e r 

— Nova S c o t i a has h e r H a l i b u r t o n whose l i t e r a r y fame i s n o t h i n g 
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dimmed by a compa r i s on w i t h h i s most p o p u l a r c o n t e m p o r a r i e s . " 

U n l i k e B r i t i s h and A m e r i c a n r e v i e w e r s , Nova S c o t i a n s r e a d 

H a l i b u r t o n n o t j u s t f o r h i s humour b u t a l s o f o r h i s p o l i t i c a l 

and s o c i a l commentary, w i t h w h i c h t h e y took f r e q u e n t i s s u e . 

A l t h o u g h Jo seph Howe had p u b l i s h e d t he f i r s t s e r i e s o f T h e ' C l o c k -

maker i n The N o V a s c o t i a n , h i s d e m o c r a t i c l i b e r a l i s m c o n f l i c t e d 

w i t h H a l i b u r t o n ' s t o r y i s m . In 1838 h i s newspaper o b j e c t e d t o t h e 

p o l i t i c a l o p i n i o n s e x p r e s s e d i n the s e cond s e r i e s o f The C l o c k -
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maker , and i n 1843 The N o v a s c o t i a n (no l o n g e r d i r e c t e d by Howe 

b u t s t i l l l o y a l l y L i b e r a l ) s t o p p e d i t s s e r i a l i z a t i o n o f The 

A t t a c h e because H a l i b u r t o n ' s book was " n o t c o n s p i c u o u s l y c o n d u c i v e 

t o good m o r a l s , r e l i g i o u s f r eedom o f c o n s c i e n c e o r p o l i t i c a l 
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l i b e r a l i t y . " The N o V a s c o t i a n a lways m a i n t a i n e d i t s r e s p e c t 

f o r H a l i b u r t o n ' s l i t e r a r y a b i l i t y , d i s p a r a g i n g o n l y h i s p r i n c i p l e s 

b u t J u l i a n , a c o n t r i b u t o r t o t he A c a d i a n R e c o r d e r , c o u l d f i n d 

a b s o l u t e l y no m e r i t i n h i s work . In 1837, J u l i a n denounced 

H a l i b u r t o n ' s s t y l e , s t r u c t u r e and c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n , d e c l a r i n g 

t h a t h i s p r i m a r y o b j e c t was " t o l i b e l t he P l e b i a n p o p u l a t i o n 



o f the P r o v i n c e " ™ : 

The A u t h o r i s e v i d e n t l y i g n o r a n t o f t he P e o p l e whose 
d o m e s t i c manners he has a t t e m p t e d t o e x h i b i t , and 
t o r i d i c u l e , and o f much o f t he c o u n t r y he has chosen 
f o r the t h e a t r e o f h i s h e r o ' s a d v e n t u r e s . H i s l o c a l 
c h a r a c t e r s a r e o v e r wrough t and f a l s e t o n a t u r e , and 
t he l anguage w h i c h t h e y a r e made t o e x p r e s s t h e m s e l v e s 
i n , such as i s unknown among t h e m . 4 ' 

A l t h o u g h J u l i a n had c l e a r l y m i s r e a d H a l i b u r t o n ' s i r o n y , C h i t t i c k ' s 

s u r v e y o f r e a c t i o n s t o Sam S l i c k i n d i c a t e s t h a t The ClQckrhaker 
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won more u n s t i n t e d p r a i s e a b r o a d than a t home. H a l i b u r t o n s 

f e l l o w Nova S c o t i a n s p a i d c l o s e r a t t e n t i o n t o h i s p o l i t i c a l v i ews 

t h a n t o h i s l i t e r a r y accomp l i shment - , w i t h t he r e s u l t t h a t " h i s 

i n f l u e n c e on Canada i s p o l i t i c a l r a t h e r than l i t e r a r y , whereas 

h i s r e p u t a t i o n and i n f l u e n c e ' i n the w O r l d i s l i t e r a r y r a t h e r 
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t han p o l i t i c a l . " 

Of a l l H a l i b u r t o n ' s b o o k s , o n l y The O l d Judge ( 1 8 4 9 ) , h i s 

s o l e p i e c e o f f i c t i o n n o t n a r r a t e d by Sam S l i c k , a n t i c i p a t e s 

the work o f S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan. In The O l d J u d g e , H a l i b u r t o n 

p u t h i s penchan t f o r l i t e r a r y r e a l i s m t o s e r i o u s u s e , a t t e m p t i n g 
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" t o d e l i n e a t e L i f e i n a C o l o n y " by a s s e m b l i n g a c o l l e c t i o n o f 
Nova S c o t i a n t a l e s and s k e t c h e s w h i c h r e v e a l " an u n s u s p e c t e d 

f a c e t o f r o m a n t i c f e e l i n g and t a l e n t s o f a h i g h o r d e r f o r s e r i o u s 
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f i c t i o n . " The o r i g i n a l f o r m o f t he book p r e s e n t s an anatomy 

o f Nova S c o t i a n l i f e , h i s t o r y and s o c i e t y , u s i n g s e v e r a l n a r r a t o r s 

t o d e s c r i b e and s a t i r i z e e l ement s as d i v e r s e as t h e G o v e r n o r ' s 

b a l l and r u r a l manners . I t s s t r u c t u r e o f i n t e r s p e r s e d s t o r i e s , 

e s s a y s , d e s c r i p t i v e s k e t c h e s and i n d i v i d u a l o p i n i o n s a c h i e v e s an 
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a i r o f o b j e c t i v i t y , d e s p i t e the dominance o f H a l i b u r t o n ' s t o r y i s m , 

by b a l a n c i n g t he q u i e t i r o n y o f e d u c a t e d commentators l i k e B a r c l a y 

and Judge S a n d f o r d a g a i n s t the u n - s e l f - c o n s c i o u s v i t a l i t y and 

e x u b e r a n t c o a r s e n e s s o f t h e common p e o p l e . A l t h o u g h d e f i n i t e l y 

n o t a n o v e l , The O l d Judge i n d i c a t e s t h a t H a l i b u r t o n was c a p a b l e 

o f a deg ree o f s u b t l e t y and r e s t r a i n t no t p r e s e n t i n the Sam 

S l i c k b o o k s , and s u g g e s t s t h a t had he been a b l e t o s t e p down f r o m 

h i s pod ium, he c o u l d p r o b a b l y have used h i s s en se o f l i t e r a r y 

r e a l i s m t o p roduce f u l l - l e n g t h f i c t i o n i n l i n e w i t h t h e l i t e r a r y 

p r i n c i p l e s o f S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan. H i s t o r y has d e t e r m i n e d 

o t h e r w i s e , however. As a h u m o r i s t , H a l i b u r t o n e n j o y e d no immed ia te 

Canad ian s u c c e s s o r . As an a u t h o r o f p r o s e f i c t i o n , h i s r e p u t a t i o n 

r e s t s on t h e c r e a t i o n o f one memorable c h a r a c t e r who v o i c e s s a t i r i c 

commentary, n o t on f u l l - l e n g t h n o v e l s and romances. D e s p i t e h i s 

d e s e r v e d l y h i gh p o s i t i o n i n t h e a n n a l s o f Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e , 

and h i s advocacy o f l i t e r a r y r e a l i s m , H a l i b u r t o n ' s w r i t i n g b e a r s 

l i t t l e d i r e c t r e l a t i o n t o t he deve lopment o f t he Canad ian n o v e l . 

U n l i k e H a l i b u r t o n , most o f Duncan ' s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s and 

immed ia te s u c c e s s o r s d i s p l a y e d l i t t l e i n t e r e s t i n and t a l e n t 

f o r l i t e r a r y r e a l i s m . In t he 1 890 ' s and e a r l y 1900 1 s a few r e a l i s t i c 

Canad ian n o v e l s a p p e a r e d , such as F r a n c i s W. G r e y ' s T r o l l o p i a n 

The Cure o f S t . P h i l i p p e (1899) and M. A l l e r d a l e G r a i n g e r ' s 

Woodsmen o f t h e West ( 1 9 0 8 ) . These w r i t e r s were v i r t u a l l y i g n o r e d 

by C a n a d i a n s , who p r e f e r r e d the romances p r o d u c e d by more p o p u l a r 

a u t h o r s l i k e G i l b e r t P a r k e r and R o b e r t B a r r , the l a t t e r d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
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by t h e Canadi an Magaz i ne as " t h e P r i n c e o f Canada ' s s t o r y t e l l e r s . " 

On s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s , most n o t a b l y i n The T r a n s l a t i o n o f a Savage 

( 1 8 9 3 ) , P a r k e r showed some t a l e n t f o r r e a l i s t i c s o c i a l comedy. 

R o b e r t B a r r a l s o e v i n c e d some i n t e r e s t i n s o c i a l r e a l i s m i n 

The M u t a b l e Many ( 1 8 9 6 ) , a s e r i o u s l o o k a t l a b o u r u n r e s t i n 

i n d u s t r i a l E n g l a n d . On the w h o l e , however , P a r k e r and B a r r f o l l o w e d 

t he t r e n d s o f b e s t - s e l l i n g l i t e r a t u r e , i d e n t i f y i n g w i t h t h e 

p o p u l a r r e v i v a l o f r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n t h a t swept t h r ough the E n g l i s h -

s p e a k i n g w o r l d i n the l a s t decades o f t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

T h i s a p p a r e n t l y sudden r e b i r t h o f a s u p p o s e d l y dormant 

t a s t e f o r u n r e a l i s t i c l i t e r a t u r e can be seen i n p a r t as a l o w ­

brow r e a c t i o n a g a i n s t the decadence o f t he B e a r d s l e y c i r c l e , 

and a g a i n s t t he w e i g h t y and d i s t u r b i n g p r o d u c t i o n s o f t he s e r i o u s 

r e a l i s t s and n a t u r a l i s t s . Modern B r i t i s h c r i t i c s have a t t r i b u t e d 

i t t o a number o f c a u s e s . F o r r e s t R e i d , w r i t i n g on " M i n o r F i c t i o n 
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i n t he ' E i g h t i e s , ' " a s c r i b e s t h e upsurge o f ephemera l e s c a p i s t 

romance t o t he p e c u l i a r t a s t e o f the c r i t i c Andrew Lang , who 

w i e l d e d h i s power i n , f a v o u r o f t a l e s o f a d v e n t u r e . Amy C r u s e , 
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i n The V i c t o r i a n s and T h e i r Read i ng , l o c a t e s i t s b e g i n n i n g i n 

t he p o p u l a r s u c c e s s e s o f H a l l C a i n e and M a r i e C o r e l l i i n the 

l a t e 1 8 8 0 ' s . In h i s H i s t o r y o f t he E n g l i s h N o v e l , E r n e s t A. B a k e r 

f i n d s R i c h a r d B l a c k m o r e , a u t h o r o f LQrna Doone ( 1 8 6 9 ) , a key 

s o u r c e o f t h e l a t e V i c t o r i a n t a s t e f o r l i t e r a r y romance, and 

argues t h a t t h e a r t i s t r y o f R o b e r t L o u i s S t e ven son gave r o m a n t i c 

f i c t i o n new r e s p e c t a b i l i t y i n more s e r i o u s l i t e r a r y c i r c l e s i n 
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t h e 1 8 9 0 ' s . " " In a s t u d y t i t l e d "The H i s t o r i c a l Nove l i n E n g l a n d 

s i n c e S i r W a l t e r S c o t t , " Hugh W a l p o l e a l s o d e s c r i b e s S t e v e n s o n 

as a m a j o r f i g u r e i n t h e r e v i v a l o f h i s t o r i c a l romance, h o l d i n g 

h i s f a c i l e i m i t a t o r s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the " g r a n d r o m a n t i c days 

f r o m 1895 t o 1910 , " when " t h e h i s t o r i c a l n o v e l . . . became once 
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a g a i n c h i l d - l i k e . " C on s c i ou s t h a t t h e y were d e p a r t i n g f r o m 

t h e norm o f m i d - V i c t o r i a n s e r i o u s n e s s w h i c h had dom ina ted f i c t i o n 

i n t h e 1 860 ' s and 1 8 7 0 ' s , r o m a n t i c n o v e l i s t s l i k e S t e v e n s o n , 

O u i d a and H a l l C a i ne p u b l i s h e d l i v e l y de f ence s o f the i m a g i n a t i v e 
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a d v e n t u r e n o v e l . 

T h i s t u r n - o f - t h e c e n t u r y s u r g e o f i n t e r e s t i n r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n 

appea red t o s i g n i f y changes i n the a c c e p t e d f o r m and f u n c t i o n 

o f t he n o v e l , a f t e r t he m i d - V i c t o r i a n r e a l i s m o f T r o l l ope and 

E l i o t , and away f r o m the l a t e V i c t o r i a n n a t u r a l i s m o f Hardy and 

Moore. Bu t i t was l e s s a change t han a r e - a f f i r m a t i o n , t h i s t i m e 

w i t h t h e b l e s s i n g o f some r e s p e c t e d c r i t i c s , o f t he p e r s i s t e n c e 

o f p o p u l a r l i t e r a r y f o rms . Benea th t h e w i d e s p r e a d appea l o f r e a l i s t s 

l i k e George E l i o t , Thacke r a y and H a r r i e t B e e c h e r S t owe , t h e r e 

had a lways f l o u r i s h e d a l ow-b row t r a d i t i o n o f p o p u l a r romance. 

I t was e s t a b l i s h e d i n an h i s t o r i c a l v e i n by i m i t a t o r s o f W a l t e r 

S c o t t l i k e G. P. R. James , A i n s w o r t h , B u l w e r L y t t o n and C h a r l e s 

Reade, and p u r s u e d i n a d o m e s t i c and s o c i a l v e i n by f e m a l e n o v e l i s t s 

l i k e C h a r l o t t e Yonge, Rhoda B r o u g h t o n , Ma r r y B raddon and O u i d a . 

The a p p a r e n t g rowth i n r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n t h a t o c c u r r e d i n t he 1 8 3 0 ' s 

and 1 8 4 0 ' s 5 2 and a g a i n i n the 1880 ' s and 1890 ' s d i d n o t i n d i c a t e 

changes i n t he t a s t e o f the g e n e r a l r e a d i n g p u b l i c s o much as 
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t empo ra r y c l o s u r e s o f the gap between s o p h i s t i c a t e d l i t e r a r y 

a r t i s t r y and e l e m e n t a r y l i t e r a r y e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 

By c h o o s i n g romance as t h e i r f i c t i o n a l mode, Canad ian n o v e l i s t s 

t h r o u g h o u t the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y d e l i b e r a t e l y removed t h e m s e l v e s 

f r o m the f r o n t i e r s o f s e r i o u s l i t e r a r y deve lopment and p l a c e d 

t h e m s e l v e s s q u a r e l y w i t h i n the m a i n s t r e a m o f p o p u l a r l i t e r a t u r e . 

Coming f r om a c o u n t r y w h i c h s u p p l i e d "no e s t a b l i s h e d s t a n d a r d s 

f o r them t o u p h o l d , " t he v a s t m a j o r i t y o f V i c t o r i a n Canad ian 

n o v e l i s t s , as T. D. M c L u l i c h has o b s e r v e d , " a l l o w e d t h e m s e l v e s 
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t o a c c e p t p o p u l a r i t y as a measure o f m e r i t . " Hence t o f a i r l y 

e v a l u a t e most n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian n o v e l s i t i s n e c e s s a r y 

t o p l a c e them w i t h i n t he c o n t e x t w h i c h p r o d u c e d them: t h e t r a d i t i o n 

o f t he p o p u l a r r o m a n t i c n o v e l , e s t a b l i s h e d by S i r W a l t e r S c o t t 

and s u p p o r t e d by a c o l o n i a l s o c i e t y w h i c h demanded t h a t i t s 
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l i t e r a t u r e be i n s t r u c t i v e , e l e v a t i n g , and " e m i n e n t l y r e s p e c t a b l e . " 
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CHAPTER V 

THE SEARCH FOR THE CANADIAN WALTER SCOTT: 

REQUIREMENTS FOR CANADIAN FICTION 

In a 1968 e s s a y on " V i c t o r i a n C a n a d a , " t h e C a n a d i a n h i s t o r i a n 

W. L. Mor ton d i s c u s s e s t h e c o l o n i a l p o i n t o f v i e w t h a t was 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e secondhand c h a r a c t e r o f most n i n e t e e n t h -

c e n t u r y Canad i an c u l t u r a l l i f e . A c c o r d i n g t o M o r t o n , 

Tha t a c o l o n i a l s o c i e t y s h o u l d be d e r i v a t i v e i n i t s 
s t y l e , mind and t a s t e was o n l y t o be e x p e c t e d . I n ­
d e e d , t h e need o f a new c o u n t r y was n o t t o be o r i g i n a l 
bu t t o p r ove t h e o l d p o s s i b l e i n t h e new, t o r e - a f f i r m 
a c c e p t e d mode l s i n new c o n d i t i o n s . The t a s k was no t 
c r e a t i v e bu t r e - c r e a t i v e . 

Hence t o l o o k f o r i n n o v a t i o n i s t o be i n e r r o r , f o r " t h e o r i g i n a l 

and c r e a t i v e work o f V i c t o r i a n Canada was n o t t o i n v e n t , bu t t o 

a p p l y , no t t o b r i n g f o r t h new t h i n g s , bu t t o make o l d , and c o n -

2 

t e m p o r a r y t h i n g s , l i v e and move i n new c o n d i t i o n s . " O b s e r v a t i o n s 

r e c o r d e d by an A m e r i c a n who v i s i t e d Canada e x a c t l y one hundred 

y e a r s b e f o r e M o r t o n ' s e s s a y was p u b l i s h e d s u p p o r t h i s a n a l y s i s . 

In 1868 E. L. Godk i n remarked o f E n g l i s h C a n a d i a n s : 

One has h a r d l y s e t f o o t i n t h e c o u n t r y when one i s 
s t r u c k by t h e w e l l - k n o w n c o l o n i a l t e n d e n c y t o o u t -
Herod H e r o d . They a r e c o n s i d e r a b l y more E n g l i s h , 

13.5; 
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i n a l l t h i n g s i n w h i c h r e semb lance t o the E n g l i s h i s 
p o s s i b l e , than t he E n g l i s h t h e m s e l v e s . 3 

V i c t o r i a n Canad ians t h e m s e l v e s c o u l d s c a r c e l y rema in unaware 

o f t h i s t e n d e n c y . In h i s 1881 s t u d y o f The I n t e l l e c t u a l D e v e l o p ­ 

ment o f the Canad ian P e o p l e , J . G. B o u r i n o t p e r c e i v e d t h a t " S t r i k i n g 

o r i g i n a l i t y can h a r d l y be d e v e l o p e d t o any g r e a t e x t e n t i n a 

dependency w h i c h n a t u r a l l y , and perhaps w i s e l y i n some c a s e s , 

l o o k s f o r a l l i t s t r a d i t i o n s and h a b i t s o f t h o u g h t t o a p a r e n t 

4 

s t a t e . " Not t o create, but t o re-create; not t o i n v e n t b u t t o 

a d a p t : t h i s c u l t u r a l a t t i t u d e s haped t he t a s t e o f t he v a s t m a j o r i t y 

o f n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian w r i t e r s , r e a d e r s and c r i t i c s , whose 
5 

f a v o u r i t e model f o r f i c t i o n was S i r W a l t e r S c o t t . 

The t e n a c i t y o f S c o t t ' s eminence i n Canad i an l i t e r a r y o p i n i o n 

i s i n d i c a t e d by a, p e r s o n a l l e t t e r f r om G. M. F a i r c h i l d t o S i r 

James M. LeMo i ne , d a t e d the f i r s t o f J a n u a r y , 1903. H i m s e l f 

t he a u t h o r o f a p l e a s a n t c o l l e c t i o n o f s t o r i e s , F a i r c h i l d w r o t e 

t o LeMoine r e g a r d i n g W i l l i a m K i r b y ' s p l a c e i n Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e . 

A c c o r d i n g t o F a i r c h i l d , "When G i l b e r t P a r k e r i s f o r g o t t e n Wm. 

K i r b y w i l l be remembered as t he W a l t e r S c o t t o f Canada" because 

" H i s ' C h i e n D 'O r 1 i s t he g r e a t e s t o f a l l o u r Canad i an r omance s . " 

In the f i r s t decade o f the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , F a i r c h i l d assumed 

t h a t t he p r o p e r d i r e c t i o n f o r Canad i an f i c t i o n was n a t i o n a l 

romance m o d e l l e d on t he work o f W a l t e r S c o t t : 

I c o u l d w i s h t h a t K i r b y had done more on t he l i n e s he 
so a u s p i c i o u s l y commenced. The m a t e r i a l w a s , and i s , 
p r o f u s e f o r t h e w r i t e r o f Canad ian romance. 

Now t h a t P a r k e r has abandoned t he f i e l d I wonder 
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who w i l l be t h e man t o a r i s e and do t h e b i g work? 
I g l a n c e o v e r t h e f i e l d , bu t I see no l i g h t . I see 
t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s and t h e m a t e r i a l and I w i s h I were 
po s s e s s ed w i t h t h e g e n i u s . A l a s ! I am o n l y a s c r i b b l e r 
and can bu t s k i r t t h e edges o f t h e work t h a t some 
g e n i u s w i l l y e t do . . . . t h e r e a l h e a r t o f t h e t h i n g , 
t he b i g romance, w i t h i t s g r e a t e r s e t t i n g , as done 
i n t h e work by K i r b y , has y e t t o come, and i t w i l l 
come i n t h e by and bye when t h e r i g h t man comes, and 
t h e n e e d i n g w o r l d has s i c k e n e d o f t h e nauseus [ s i c ] 
s t u f f t h a t now p r e v a i l s . 7 

A s u r v e y o f Canad i an l i t e r a r y o p i n i o n t h r o u g h o u t t h e n i n e ­

t e e n t h c e n t u r y r e v e a l s t h a t F a i r c h i l d r e v e r e d S c o t t n o t ou t o f 

a n a c h r o n i s t i c e c c e n t r i c i t y , b u t i n a c c o r d w i t h a l o n g - e n d u r i n g 

n a t i o n a l a t t i t u d e w h i c h v a l u e d S c o t t f o r h i s use o f h i s t o r y , 

h i s l i v e l y c h a r a c t e r s , h i s " r e a l i s m " and h i s u n i m p e a c h a b l e m o r a l i t y . 

The Canad i an Magaz ine and L i t e r a r y R e p o s i t o r y , one o f t h e few 

Canad i an j o u r n a l s i n e x i s t e n c e d u r i n g S c o t t ' s own l i f e t i m e , r e ­

v i ewed S t . Ronan ' s We l l (18Z3) w i t h g r e a t e n t h u s i a s m because 

S t o t t ' s i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l redeemed h i s f i c t i o n 

o 
f r om t h e c h a r g e t h a t i m a g i n a t i v e l i t e r a t u r e was u s e l e s s . D u r i n g 

t h e m i d d l e and l a t e r y e a r s o f t h e c e n t u r y , C a n a d i a n c r i t i c s 

u p h e l d S c o t t as t h e pu re s t a n d a r d f r o m w h i c h l a t e r f i c t i o n had 

d e v i a t e d . B . F . M . , w r i t i n g on "Romance" i n t h e L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d 

i n 1 841 , saw S c o t t as bo th t h e h e i r and t h e t e r m i n a t i o n o f a 

r o m a n t i c t r a d i t i o n e x t e n d i n g f rom p r e h i s t o r i c t i m e s t h r o u g h 

H e r o d o t u s , C h a u c e r , S pen se r and S h a k e s p e a r e . In c o n t r a s t t o S c o t t ' s 

c o l o u r , p a g e a n t r y , " g e n u i n e humour and u n f l a g g i n g w i t . . . o v e r ­

f l o w i n g k i n d n e s s and o p e n - h e a r t e d h o s p i t a l i t y , " f i c t i o n i n 1841 

p r e s e n t e d an " i n t e l l e c t u a l d e a r t h " i n w h i c h " A l l i s s t e r i l e and 
g 

d e s t i t u t e o f b e a u t y . " B . F . M . ' s o p i n i o n s were s h a r e d t o some 
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degree by W.P .C . , a l a t e r G a r l a n d w r i t e r who r e f r a i n e d f r om 

condemning f i c t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e a l t o g e t h e r , b u t f e a r e d t h a t 

" t h e r e i s f a r t o o much i d l e , a f f e c t e d s e n t i m e n t a l i t y , bo th i n the 

l i t e r a r y p r o d u c t i o n s o f o u r own c o u n t r y and i n t ho se w h i c h we 

o b t a i n f rom a b r o a d . " W.P.C. b e l i e v e d t h a t f i c t i o n was c e r t a i n l y 

a b l e t o t e a c h v i r t u e i f i t w o u l d o n l y f o l l o w the example o f 

J o h n s o n ' s R a s s e l a s o r o f S c o t t , f o r "we t h i n k no h i g h e r o r h o l i e r 

p r i n c i p l e s have e v e r y been i n c u l c a t e d i n the w o r l d , than t ho se 

o f W a l t e r S c o t t . 1 , 1 0 A g a i n i n the G a r l a n d , Henry G i l e s echoed 

W.P.C. when he ended h i s a t t a c k on the d e p r a v i t y o f c u r r e n t 

f i c t i o n w i t h e x t r a v a g a n t p r a i s e f o r S c o t t , p r o c l a i m i n g t h a t 

" h i s name i s t o u s , above t he p r o u d e s t o f t h e P h a r o a h s , and we 

wou ld n o t g i v e the l e a s t o f h i s romances f o r t h e g r e a t e s t o f 

t he P y r a m i d s . " 1 1 

In t h e A n g l o - A m e r i c a n Magaz i ne S c o t t became t h e s t a n d a r d 

12 
by w h i c h a l l h i s t o r i c a l romances were j u d g e d . Dumas 's Emanual 

P h i l i b e r t r e c e i v e d t h a t j o u r n a l ' s h i g h e s t a c c o l a d e when i t d e c l a r e d 

t h a t " S i r W a l t e r S c o t t c o u l d n o t have done more j u s t i c e t o the 

13 
t h e m e . " In 1870 t he New Domin ion M o n t h l y p r i n t e d an a r t i c l e 

i n w h i c h H a r r i e t B e e c h e r Stowe answered t he q u e s t i o n "What s h a l l 

14 

t h e G i r l s Read?" w i t h one word - - " I v a n h o e . " The f o l l o w i n g 

y e a r , i n a S t e w a r t ' s a r t i c l e s i m p l y t i t l e d " S c o t t , " Andrew A r c h e r 
15 

acknow ledged S c o t t ' s v e r s i o n o f t h e p a s t t o be a " g l o r i o u s dream" 

b u t r e f l e c t e d c u r r e n t o p i n i o n when he p r a i s e d S c o t t ' s n o v e l s f o r 
1 c 

" t h e i r n a t u r a l a i r and h e a l t h y t o n e . " Ten y e a r s l a t e r G o l d w i n 

Sm i th used the s t a n d a r d o f " t h e h i g h - m i n d e d S c o t t " 1 7 t o condemn 
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D i s r a e l i ' s Endymion. And i n The Week the e x a l t e d name o f S c o t t 

was i n v o k e d whenever c r i t i c s e n c o u n t e r e d l i t e r a t u r e t r a n s g r e s s i n g 

t h e i r s t a n d a r d s o f good t a s t e . As l a t e as 1893 The Week ' s r e v i e w e r 

o f Conan D o y l e ' s The Refugees p r a i s e d the a u t h o r as " t h e modern 

18 

S i r W a l t e r S c o t t , " and the r e v i e w e r o f Edmund G o s s e ' s The S e c r e t 

o f N a r c i s s e a d v i s e d Gosse " t o g i v e no heed t o t h e new s c h o o l w h i c h 

p h i l o s o p h i z e s i n s t e a d o f n a r r a t i n g , and t o go and s i t a t the 

f e e t o f W a l t e r S c o t t who w i l l t e a c h h im the good and t he r i g h t 

»19 

way. 

What, p r e c i s e ! : y , were t h e l i t e r a r y and m o r a l q u a l i t i e s w h i c h 

so e n d e a r e d S c o t t t o V i c t o r i a n Canada? The answer i s c o n v e n i e n t l y 

p r o v i d e d by G o l d w i n S m i t h . In 1871 , s h o r t l y a f t e r h i s a r r i v a l 

i n Canada, Sm i th c o n t r i b u t e d t o the T o r o n t o c e l e b r a t i o n o f the 
20 

S c o t t c e n t e n a r y an a d d r e s s t i t l e d The Lamps o f F i c t i o n . " 

A d a p t i n g h i s s t r u c t u r e f r om R u s k i n ' s Seven Lamps o f A r c h i t e c t u r e , 

S m i t h e n u n c i a t e d s e ven p r i n c i p l e s t o g u i d e t h e n o v e l i s t who w i s h e d 

( andough t ) t o pu r sue the t r a d i t i o n o f W a l t e r S c o t t , whose " h e a r t , 
21 

b r a v e , pu r e and t r u e , i s a law unto i t s e l f . " A l t h o u g h a newcomer 

t o Canada a t the t i m e , Sm i th d e f i n e d the a t t i t u d e s w h i c h had 

dom ina ted Canad ian f i c t i o n f o r f i f t y y e a r s and w o u l d p e r s i s t 

f o r c l o s e t o a n o t h e r f i f t y . 

S m i t h ' s seven lamps were R e a l i t y , I d e a l i t y , I m p a r t i a l i t y , 

I m p e r s o n a l i t y , P u r i t y , Humani ty and C h i v a l r y . A s t e p by s t e p 

a n a l y s i s o f the nuances o f t h e s e a b s t r a c t q u a l i t i e s r e v e a l s t h e 

s t r u c t u r e o f c o n s e r v a t i v e s o c i a l b e l i e f s w h i c h bound the g e o g r a p h i c a l l y 
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d i s c o n n e c t e d r e g i o n s o f V i c t o r i a n Canada i n t o one g e n e r a l l y c o h e r e n t 

c u l t u r a l community. Of the s e v e n , P u r i t y and I m p e r s o n a l i t y most 

o b v i o u s l y d e f i n e t h e m s e l v e s . By I m p e r s o n a l i t y , Sm i th meant t h a t 

n o v e l i s t s s h o u l d r e f r a i n f r om d e b a s i n g t h e i r work " b y o b t r u d i n g 

t h e i r p e r s o n a l v a n i t i e s , f a v o u r i t i s m s , f a n a t i c i s m s , and a n t i p a t h i e s . " 

A c c o r d i n g t o S m i t h , S c o t t n e v e r p e r v e r t e d h i s a r t t o a c h i e v e 

p e r s o n a l vengeance o r t o p a m p h l e t e e r : 

Not o n l y i s S c o t t n o t p e r s o n a l , b u t we c anno t c o n c e i v e 
o f h i s b e i n g s o . We c a n n o t t h i n k i t p o s s i b l e t h a t he 
s h o u l d degrade h i s a r t by t he i n d u l g e n c e o f e g o t i s m , 
o r c r o t c h e t s , o r p e t t y p i q u e s . L e a s t o f a l l can we 
t h i n k i t p o s s i b l e t h a t h i s h i g h and g a l l a n t n a t u r e 
s h o u l d use a r t as a c o v e r f o r s t r i k i n g a f o u l b l o w . 2 3 

P u r i t y Sm i th d e f i n e d as s e x u a l m o r a l i t y . Sm i t h commended S c o t t 

f o r h a v i n g r e s c u e d t he E n g l i s h n o v e l f r om " t h e i m p u r i t y h a l f -

redeemed o f F i e l d i n g , t he unredeemed i m p u r i t y o f S m o l l e t t , t he 

24 

l e c h e r o u s l e e r o f S t e r n e , the c o a r s e n e s s even o f D e f o e . " 

U n l i k e F rench w r i t e r s , who made " t h e d i v i n e a r t o f F i c t i o n p r o c u r e s s 

t o the Lo rd s o f H e l l , " S c o t t d e m o n s t r a t e d " t h e man ly p u r i t y o f 

one who had seen the w o r l d , m i n g l e d w i t h men o f t he w o r l d , known 

e v i l as w e l l as good; b u t who b e i n g a t r u e gent leman a b h o r r e d 
25 

f i l t h , and t eache s us t o abho r i t t o o . " 

I m p e r s o n a l i t y and P u r i t y a r e r a t h e r s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d i s s u e s . 

I t i s i n t r y i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d wha t Sm i t h and h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s 

meant by R e a l i t y , and i n u n r a v e l l i n g the c o m p l e x i t i e s o f the 

q u a r t e t f o rmed by I d e a l i t y , I m p a r t i a l i t y , Humani ty and C h i v a l r y 

t h a t the modern r e a d e r r eache s the h e a r t o f V i c t o r i a n C a n a d a ' s 

v iew o f f i c t i o n . Of t h e s e , R e a l i t y r e q u i r e s f i r s t c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 
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In h i s modern s t u d y o f B r i t i s h l i t e r a r y t a s t e , a p t l y t i t l e d 

"What S c o t t Meant t o t he V i c t o r i a n s , " John Henry R a l e i g h no te s 

Of. 

t h a t S c o t t was e s p e c i a l l y v a l u e d f o r h i s b r a n d o f r e a l i s m . 

S c o t t ' s p r a c t i c e o f s u b s t a n t i a t i n g h i s c h a r a c t e r s and p l o t s w i t h 

a p p a r e n t l y a u t h e n t i c h i s t o r i c a l d e t a i l , r e g i o n a l d i a l e c t s and 

f r e q u e n t f o o t n o t e s c o n t r i b u t e d t o t he b e l i e v a b i l i t y and a c c e p t ­

a b i l i t y o f h i s f i c t i o n a l w o r l d . S c o t t a c h i e v e d t he R e a l i t y 
27 

w h i c h G o l d w i n Sm i th d e f i n e d as " a f a i t h f u l s t u d y o f human n a t u r e " 

t h r ough t h i s e x p a n s i v e and p e r s o n a l i z e d use o f d e t a i l : 

The human n a t u r e w h i c h he p a i n t s , he had seen i n a l l 
i t s p h a s e s , g e n t l e and s i m p l e ; i n b u r g h e r and s h e p h e r d , 
H i g h l a n d e r , L o w l a n d e r , B o r d e r e r and T s l e m a n ; he had 
come i n t o c l o s e c o n t a c t w i t h i t ; he had opened i t t o 
h i m s e l f by t he t a l i s m a n o f h i s j o y o u s and w i n n i n g 
p r e s e n c e ; he had s t u d i e d i t t h o r o u g h l y w i t h a c l e a r 
eye and an a l l - e m b r a c i n g h e a r t . And when h i s s cenes 
a r e l a i d i n the p a s t , he has h o n e s t l y s t u d i e d t he 
h i s t o r y . " 

S m i t h ' s p r a i s e f o r S c o t t ' s R e a l i t y e choed e a r l i e r Canad ian o p i n i o n . 

In 1830 t h e e d i t o r o f the H a l i f a x M o n t h l y Magaz ine c e r t a i n l y 

had S c o t t i n mind when he p r a i s e d modern n o v e l s f o r " t h e i r beau t y 

and p h i l o s o p h y , and h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n and n a t u r a l t r u t h . " 

U n l i k e e a r l i e r s e n t i m e n t a l romances , w h i c h were " f i l l e d w i t h 

e x a g g e r a t e d p i c t u r e s and f r o a t h y s e n t i m e n t s , " n o v e l s r e c e n t l y 

w r i t t e n by "some o f the b r i g h t e s t names i n t he l i t e r a r y a n n a l s 

o f t h e w o r l d " c o n t a i n e d " t r u t h t o n a t u r e " and " a c h a i n o f o c c u r r e n c e s 

w h i c h i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y have p a s s e d , and a r e p a s s i n g i n t he 

29 
g r e a t t h e a t r e o f l i f e . " 

T h a t romance i n s p i r e d by S c o t t ' s h i s t o r i c a l r e a l i s m g r e a t l y 
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o u t v a l u e d f a s h i o n a b l e , f r i v o l o u s romance was s t r e s s e d a l s o by 

Rosanna Leprohon i n " F l o r e n c e ; o r , W i t and W i sdom" a n o v e l s e r i a l i z e d 

i n t h e L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d i n 1849. S c o t t ' s a c h i e v e m e n t i n t he W a v e r l e y 

n o v e l s c l e a r l y u n d e r l i e s L e p r o h o n ' s d e s c r i p t i o n o f the t a s t e and 

temperament o f N i n a A l l e y n , an i n i t i a l l y u n e x c i t i n g young l a d y 

whose h u m i l i t y , hone s t y and v i r t u e e v e n t u a l l y p r o v e h e r t o be 

L e p r o h o n ' s t r u e h e r o i n e . The romance t o w h i c h N i n a i n c l i n e s i s 

Not t h a t romance w h i c h c o n s i s t s i n mak ing a p u b l i c 
pa rade o f t he most r i d i c u l o u s s e n t i m e n t a l i sm on e v e r y 
o c c a s i o n , i n v e s t i n g f r i v o l o u s e v e n t s w i t h a m y s t e r i o u s , 
e x a g g e r a t e d i m p o r t a n c e , t h i n k i n g i t n e c e s s a r y a lways 
t o wea r a s e n t i m e n t a l , m e l a n c h o l y l o o k , and be f o r e v e r 
e x p a t i a t i n g on the h a p p i n e s s o f a k i n d r e d communion 
o f s o u l s , t he y e a r n i n g o f t he h e a r t f o r s ympathy , t h e 
d i f f i c u l t y o f b e i n g u n d e r s t o o d and a p p r e c i a t e d by t h e 
c r u e l l y m a t t e r o f f a c t r a c e amongst whom they a r e doomed 
t o d w e l l . O f such romance N i n a had none , b u t o f t h a t 
w h i c h c o n s i s t s i n deep t h o u g h t , h i d d e n f e e l i n g - - a 
p a s s i o n a t e l o v e f o r n a t u r e ' s b e a u t i e s - - a s t r a n g e 
d e v o t i o n t o the c h r o n i c l e s o f the o l d e n t i m e - - t he 
r e c o r d s o f the b r a v e and v i r t u o u s - - t he r e l i c s o f ages 
gone by , she p o s s e s s e d an i n e x h a u s t i b l e f u n d . More 
t r u e en joyment w o u l d she have r e a p e d f r om l i s t e n i n g 
t o the o l d h o u s e - k e e p e r ' s t r a d i t i o n a l t a l e about some 
a n c i e n t p o r t r a i t , some r u i n e d t o w e r , than i n the most 
t o u c h i n g l y s e n t i m e n t a l n o v e l o f t he d a y . 3 0 

L e p r o h o n ' s d i s t i n c t i o n between u n a c c e p t a b l e s e n t i m e n t a l 

romance and a c c e p t a b l e S c o t t - i n s p i r e d romance appea red f r e q u e n t l y 

i n Canad i an l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m u n t i l a bou t 1860. Up t o t h a t t i m e , 

w r i t e r s and c r i t i c s g e n e r a l l y remembered t h a t S c o t t ' s g r e a t 

c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the E n g l i s h n o v e l had been t o make romance b e l i e v a b l e . 

As R a l e i g h p o i n t s o u t , W a v e r l e y , l i k e t h e n o v e l s o f A u s t e n , F i e l d i n g 

and C e r v a n t e s b e f o r e , had been i n i t i a l l y i n s p i r e d by a d e s i r e t o 



" l a u g h o f f the s t a g e t he c u r r e n t l y f a s h i o n a b l e romances i n the 

31 

name o f r e a l i s m . " R e c o l l e c t i n g wha t l i t e r a r y romance had been 

l i k e b e f o r e S o c t t ' s i n f l u e n c e became a b s o l u t e l y p e r v a s i v e , e a r l y 

Canad ian n o v e l i s t s and c r i t i c s commended h i s a d d i t i o n o f " r e a l i s m " 

(mean ing b e l i e v a b i l i t y ) t o the e a r l i e r t r a d i t i o n s o f romance. 

The Canad i an M a g a z i n e ' s 1824 r e v i e w o f S t . Rohan ' s W e l l d w e l t 

p r i m a r i l y on S c o t t ' s a c c u r a t e use o f d e t a i l . In 1832 t he H a l i f a x 

M o n t h l y Magaz i ne r e v i e w e d The B r a v o by James Fen imore Coope r , 

" t h e Amer i c an S c o t t , " and l a u d e d t he book f o r c o n t a i n i n g "Romance 

and R e a l i s m m a r r i e d t o g e t h e r ! - - t he most r a r e , as w e l l as t he 
32 

mos t e x c i t i n g and p i q u a n t o f a l l l i t e r a r y u n i o n s . " A s i m i l a r 

awareness t h a t p r e - S c o t t romance l a c k e d c r e d i b i l i t y u n d e r l i e s 

t h e c o n v e n t i o n o f d i s c l a i m i n g romance w h i c h appear s i n the work 

o f s e v e r a l e a r l y Canad i an n o v e l i s t s . John R i c h a r d s o n a t t a c k e d 

the r o m a n t i c s t e r e o t y p e o f t he s e n t i m e n t a l he ro when he d e c l a r e d 

a t the b e g i n n i n g o f E c a r t e (1829) t h a t C l i f f o r d D e l m a i n e , 

Our h e r o , though k i n d h e a r t e d and g e n e r o u s , was n o t a 
h e r o o f romance - - o r , i n o t h e r w o r d s , he had n o t t h a t 
u n r e s e r v e d f a i t h i n the p e r f e c t i o n and d i s i n t e r e s t e d n e s s 
o f m a n k i n d , w h i c h , when c a r r i e d beyond the bounds o f 
p r o b a b i l i t y , l e a d s one l e s s t o a p p l a u d t he h e a r t than 
t o q u e s t i o n t he judgment and the u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 3 3 

L i k e w i s e Susanna Mood ie f e l t i t n e c e s s a r y t o c l a i m t h a t F l o r a 

L y n d s a y , h e r o i n e o f t he n o v e l o f t he same name, "was no h e r o i n e 

o f romance, b u t a v e r i t a b l e human c r e a t u r e , s u b j e c t t o a l l t he 
34 

f a u l t s and weaknes ses i n c i d e n t a l t o h e r s e x . " 

M o o d i e ' s d i s t i n c t i o n between u n r e a l i s t i c romance and f i c t i o n 
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abou t r e a l l i f e was b o t h b l u r r e d and t e m p o r a r i l y r e s o l v e d by t he 

i n f l u e n c e o f S c o t t . By t he e r a o f C o n f e d e r a t i o n , Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e 

was i n t he hands o f a g e n e r a t i o n who had been r a i s e d on S c o t t , 

and who t h e r e f o r e assumed t h a t one o f t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f the 

r o m a n t i c n o v e l was a q u a n t i t y o f r e a l i s m s u f f i c i e n t t o a s s u r e 

t h e r e a d e r o f t he n a r r a t i v e ' s p o s s i b i l i t y , a l t h o u g h i t d i d n o t 

have t o be a t a l l p r o b a b l e . The s i m p l e r e q u i r e m e n t t h a t f i c t i o n 

be r e a l i s t i c enough t o be b e l i e v a b l e appea red i n Canad ian c r i t i c i s m 

l o n g b e f o r e the 1 8 6 0 ' s : i n 1840 the G a r l a n d ' s r e v i e w o f C o o p e r ' s 

The P a t h F i n d e r p r a i s e d t he b o o l d s " v i v i d and l i f e - l i k e c h a r m , " 

commending " t h e romance as one o f the p u r e s t o f i t s c l a s s we have 

35 

r e a d . " B u t by t h e 1 860 ' s t he i n f l u e n c e o f S c o t t ' s c r e d i b l e 

romances had c o n s o l i d a t e d t o t he p o i n t where Canad ian s d e f i n e d 

the n o v e l as p r o s e romance. L i t e r a t u r e w h i c h bo th S a r a J e a n n e t t e 

Duncan and modern c r i t i c s w o u l d d e s c r i b e 1 as r o m a n t i c , most 

V i c t o r i a n Canad i an s f o u n d r e a l i s t i c , mean ing romance made b e l i e v ­

a b l e . What Duncan c a l l e d r e a l i s m h e r Canad ian c o n t e m p o r a r i e s 

c a l l e d F r e n c h d e p r a v i t y o r Z o l a i s m , r o u n d l y condemning i t s 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l i n t e n s i t y and c o n c e r n w i t h t h e more mundane a s p e c t s 

o f human e x p e r i e n c e . The d e s i r a b l e c o m b i n a t i o n o f r e a l i s m and 

romance was o u t l i n e d i n 1891, when George S t a n l e y Adamson w r o t e 

about " The Coming N o v e l " and l o o k e d f o r w a r d t o f i c t i o n w h i c h 

u p h e l d G o l d w i n S m i t h ' s lamp o f R e a l i t y : 

The p r o b a b i l i t y - . . . i s s t r o n g l y i n f a v o u r o f i m a g i n a t i v e 
r e a l i s m , o r t h e r o m a n t i c and t h e r e a l i s t i c - - n o t t h e 
r e a l i s m o f Z o l a , b u t t h a t i n w h i c h human n a t u r e i s d e ­
p i c t e d i n i t s v a r y i n g moods, and as we know i t * on t he 
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s t r e e t o r i n the p a r l o u r . I t w i l l d o u b t l e s s have a 
h i g h mora l tone and be f u l l o f l i f e and movement. 
The re i s n o t h i n g s o c i e t y e n j o y s b e t t e r t han t o f i n d 
i t s e l f m i r r o r e d i n l i t e r a t u r e , and p a r t i c u l a r l y so 
when i n v e s t e d w i t h an a i r o f romance.36 

N i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an c r i t i c s and w r i t e r s t ended t o 

37 

use the terms " n o v e l " and " r o m a n c e " i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y . T h i s 

was n o t becau se romance i s t he e l d e r o f the two terms o r f o r m s , 

b u t because t hey e x p e c t e d a l l p r o s e f i c t i o n t o c on f o rm t o the 

s t r u c t u r e o f S c o t t - i n s p i r e d romance. To be a c c e p t a b l e , a n o v e l 

had t o be m o r a l i s t i c and i d e a l i s t i c , c o n c e r n i n g unambiguous 

c h a r a c t e r s whose e x t r a o r d i n a r y a d v e n t u r e s t e r m i n a t e d i n a p p r o p r i a t e 

rewards and p u n i s h m e n t s . The r e a l m o f t he n o v e l was t h e p o s s i b l e , 

n o t the p r o b a b l e ; so l o n g as i m p r o b a b l e c h a r a c t e r s and e v e n t s 

were d e p i c t e d c o n v i n c i n g l y , t hey were g e n e r a l l y r e c e i v e d w i t h 

more e n t h u s i a s m than were o r d i n a r y c h a r a c t e r s who n e v e r moved 

beyond t h e p a l e o f common l i f e . T h i s a t t i t u d e was a p t l y i l l u s t r a t e d 

by the Canad i an M o n t h l y ' s 1877 r e v i e w o f R o b e r t B u c h a n a n ' s The 

Shadow o f t he SwOrd. The r e v i e w e r i d e n t i f i e d t he book as " a 

romance, f o r i t . abounds i n s t r a n g e and r o m a n t i c a d v e n t u r e ; the 

i n c i d e n t s a r e i m p r o b a b l e , m a r v e l l o u s ; the h e r o i s so i d e a l i z e d 

t h a t we n e v e r e x p e c t t o see any one l i k e h im i n r e a l l i f e . " 

Y e t he f o u n d t he " p o w e r f u l and p a t h e t i c " mora l s t r u g g l e between 

a p e a s a n t and Napo l eon so mov ing t h a t he c o n c l u d e d , "To o u r m i n d , 

i t i s t h e most s t r i k i n g work o f f i c t i o n , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f 
38 

D a n i e l De r onda , w h i c h has l a t e l y a p p e a r e d . " 

Thus when m o s t ' n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y ' C S n a d i a n ' e r i t i e s d i s c u s s e d 
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r e a l i s m , t hey r e a l l y r e f e r r e d t o W a l t e r S c o t t ' s b r a n d o f b e l i e v -

a b i l i t y w h i c h G o l d w i n Sm i th d e f i n e d as t he lamp o f R e a l i t y . 

N o n e t h e l e s s two p e r i o d i c a l s , t he A n g l o - A m e r i c a n Magaz ine ( 1 8 5 2 -

55) and S t e w a r t ' s L i t e r a r y Q u a r t e r l y ( 1 8 6 7 - 7 2 ) , a t t imes a r g u e d 

i n f a v o u r o f f i c t i o n t h a t was n o t o n l y b e l i e v a b l e , b u t p r o b a b l e . 

U n l i k e S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan, t h e i r s u p p o r t f o r l i t e r a r y r e a l i s m 

was i n s p i r e d l e s s by t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n l i t e r a r y i n n o v a t i o n than 

by t h e i r r e v e r s i o n t o e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y r a t i o n a l i s m . In the 

A n g l o - A m e r i c a n ' s " E d i t o r ' s S h a n t y " c o l umn , r e a l i s m was f r e q u e n t l y 

measured a g a i n s t the s t a n d a r d o f De foe . U n c l e Tom ' s Cab i n r e c e i v e d 

h i g h p r a i s e becau se H a r r i e t B e e c h e r S t o w e ' s 

s t y l e i s a t once c o r r e c t and f a m i l i a r , and t h e n a r r a t i v e 
p o s s e s s e s a l l t h a t t r u t h f u l m a t t e r - o f - f a c t l i k e a i r , 
w h i c h was t he l e a d i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f o l d D a n i e l 
De foe . I n d e e d , i t i s d i f f i c u l t f o r t h e r e a d e r t o p e r ­
suade h i m s e l f t h a t he i s p e r u s i n g a f i c t i o n , and n o t 
a bona f i d e r e l a t i o n o f e v e n t s w h i c h r e a l l y o c c u r r e d . 3 9 

In l a t e r columns T h a c k e r a y was f a v o u r a b l y compared w i t h A d d i s o n 
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and F i e l d i n g as an i l l u s t r a t o r o f s o c i e t y , and now f o r g o t t e n 

n o v e l s l i k e C a t h a r i n e C r o w e ' s L i n n y LdckWood and t h e anonymous 

H e i r e s s o f Houghton were l a u d e d i f t h e y met the s t a n d a r d o f W i l l i a m 
41 

Godwin and Jane A u s t e n . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e M a j o r , one o f t he 

c h a r a c t e r s i n h a b i t i n g t h e " E d i t o r ' s S h a n t y , " i t was ea sy t o w r i t e 

s u c c e s s f u l s e c o n d - r a t e f i c t i o n s i m p l y by f u l f i l l i n g J o h n s o n i a n 

common s e n s e , f o r " O l d Sam Johnson once o b s e r v e d t h a t i f t h e most 

o r d i n a r y c a d e t o f Adam's f a m i l y r e c o r d e d t he d a i l y o c c u r r e n c e s 

o f h i s u n e v e n t f u l l i f e , t he book w o u l d be r e a d a b l e , s i m p l y because 
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i t c o u l d n o t f a i l t o c o n t a i n many t h i n g s h a r m o n i z i n g w i t h the 

42 
e x p e r i e n c e o f t he r e a d e r . " Because the . Ang l o -Amer i c an s h a r e d 

w i t h H a l i b u r t o n a t a s t e f o r e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y r e a l i s m and r e s p e c t 

43 
f o r " O l d D i c t i o n a r y J o h n s o n , " i t e n j o y e d the s o c i a l commentary 

and s a t i r e i n N a t u r e and Human N a t u r e ( 1 8 5 5 ) , f i n d i n g H a l i b u r t o n ' s 

s a r c a s m . . . as s h a r p , and h i s w i t as e l a s t i c as e v e r . 
The re i s a f r e s h n e s s , and a p l e t h o r a o f fun abou t 
N a t u r e and Human N a t u r e , w h i c h i s e qua l t o a n y t h i n g 
i n the f i r s t s e r i e s o f The C l o c k M a k e r . 4 4 

In 1870 S t e w a r t ' s L i t e r a r y Q u a r t e r l y s u p p o r t e d a s i m i l a r 

v i ew o f l i t e r a r y r e a l i s m when i t p u b l i s h e d a s e r i e s o f a r t i c l e s 

on the h i s t o r y o f E n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e by P r o f e s s o r L y a l l . A t 

a t i m e when most Canad ian s were a r g u i n g abou t F i e l d i n g ' s q u e s t i o n -

45 

a b l e s e x u a l m o r a l i t y , L y a l l s r a t i o n a l a p p r e c i a t i o n o f e i g h t e e n t h -

c e n t u r y f i c t i o n a l l o w e d him t o p r a i s e Tom Jones f o r i t s " c l o s e n e s s 

t o n a t u r e " and f o r " t h e n a t u r a l n e s s o f t h e p l o t — t he ea se and 

s i m p l i c i t y w i t h w h i c h i n c i d e n t a f t e r i n c i d e n t a r i s e s ou t o f t h e 

n a r r a t i v e and t he p e r f e c t v r a i s e m b l a n c e t h e r e f o r e o f t he who le 
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p r o d u c t i o n . " T h i s m a g a z i n e ' s r e s p e c t f o r l i t e r a r y v e r i s i m i l i t u d e 

s p u r r e d i t s c e n s u r e o f M r s . R o s s ' s V i o l e t K e i t h (1870) because 

t h e b o o k ' s s e n s a t i o n a l i s m d i s t o r t e d i t s d e p i c t i o n o f Canad i an 

l i f e : 

We c o n s i d e r " c o n v e n t l i f e " and the "damp c e l l " a f f a i r 
as r a t h e r g r o s s e x a g g e r a t i o n s . I t i s n o t w i t h i n the 
p a l e o f r e a s on t h a t such scenes c o u l d be e n a c t e d i n 
t h i s q u a r t e r o f t he g l o b e , a t t h i s e n l i g h t e n e d age 
o f the w o r l d ' s h i s t o r y . 47 

No t s u r p r i s i n g l y , George S t e w a r t , J r . , f o u n d e r and e d i t o r o f 



S t e w a r t ' s , l a t e r r e v e a l e d h i m s e l f t o b e l o n g t o t h e s m a l l group 

o f Canad ian s who s h a r e d S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan ' s a d m i r a t i o n f o r 

H o w e l l s . In h i s c h a p t e r on H o w e l l s i n E ven i ng s i n t he L i b r a r y 

( 1 8 7 8 ) , S t e w a r t o b s e r v e d o f . H o w e l l s ' s A Chance A c q u a i n t a n c e 

t h a t " t h e t o t a l ab sence o f p l o t and i t s c o n c o m i t a n t s shows how 

s k i l f u l an a r t i s t H o w e l l s i s . He has no he roe s o r h e r o i n e s , 
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h i s c h a r a c t e r s a r e i n d i v i d u a l s who seem t o e x i s t i n r e a l l i f e . " 

On t he w h o l e , t h e A n g l o - A m e r i c a n Magaz ine and S t e w a r t ' s 

Q u a r t e r l y were e x c e p t i o n s i n t h e i r p r e f e r e n c e f o r l i t e r a r y r e a l i s m . 

D u r i n g t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y many Canad i an c r i t i c s c a l l e d f o r 

r e a l i s m , b u t l i k e t h e R e a l i t y G o l d w i n Sm i t h p r a i s e d i n S c o t t , 

t h e i r " r e a l i s m " was q u a l i f i e d .by d i s t i n c t l y r o m a n t i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 

When he s o l i c i t e d c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o h i s new j o u r n a l , t he e d i t o r 

o f t he Canadi ah L i t e r a r y Magaz i ne (1833) d e c l a r e d t h a t " t h e 

more c l o s e l y t he a u t h o r can p o u r t r a y [ s i c ] human n a t u r e as i t 

i s , and e v e n t s as t h e y o c c u r r e d , the g r e a t e r w i l l be t he d e l i g h t 

w i t h w h i c h t h e r e a d e r w i l l p e r u s e h i s p a g e . " B u t he a l s o wan ted 

w r i t e r s who " w i l l by no means d e s p i s e t he ornaments o f p i c t u r e s q u e 
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r omance . " S i m i l a r d i s c u s s i o n s o f l i t e r a r y r e a l i s m o f t e n began , 

by mak i ng a p p a r e n t l y s t r o n g s tatements . , ; in f a v o u r o f " t r u t h t o 

n a t u r e , " o n l y t o add q u a l i f i c a t i o n s w h i c h r e v e a l e d the w r i t e r s ' 

e s s e n t i a l l y r o m a n t i c app roach t o f i c t i o n . M i s s F o s t e r ' s l e n g t h y 

r e v i e w o f F r e d e r i k a B r e m e r ' s The Ne i ghbOUr s , w h i c h appea red i n 

t h e L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d i n 1843, commences by f a v o u r a b l y c o n t r a s t i n g 

B r e m e r ' s " s i m p l e p i c t u r e o f Swed i sh l i f e " w i t h t he " u l t r a i s m " 



and s e n s a t i o n a l i s m o f c u r r e n t p o p u l a r f i c t i o n . A c c o r d i n g t o F o s t e r , 

Bremer i s so r e a l i s t i c t h a t " F i c t i o n i n d e e d seems an i n a p p r o p r i a t e 

name f o r what bea r s upon a l m o s t e v e r y page t h e stamp o f t r u t h 
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and n a t u r e . " In t h e n e x t s e n t e n c e , however , when F o s t e r c o i n s 

t he p h r a s e " r omance o f r e a l l i f e , " she r e v e a l s h e r t r u e c r i t e r i a : 

she v a l u e s B remer n o t f o r h e r v e r s i m i l i t u d e , b u t f o r h e r a b i l i t y 

t o add r o m a n t i c q u a l i t i e s t o o r d i n a r y l i f e . Hence B r e m e r ' s 

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t i s t h a t she has " b y t h e charm o f h e r f a n c y , f i l l e d 

t h i s p r o s a i c l i f e with deep b e a u t y , and b r e a t h e d an a l m o s t p o e t i c 

i n s p i r a t i o n i n t o t he homely d e t a i l s o f d o m e s t i c economy, and the 
51 

d a i l y i n t e r c o u r s e o f the f r i e n d l y c i r c l e . " B remer had i n f a c t 

f u l f i l l e d t he d i c t u m p ronounced by B e l f o r d ' s more t h a n t h i r t y 

y e a r s l a t e r , t h a t " T o s u r r o u n d f a m i l i a r s c e n e s , d o m e s t i c i n c i d e n t s , 

and e v e r y d a y p u r s u i t s w i t h t he h a l o o f romance i s t h e t a s k w h i c h 
52 

t h e a ve r a ge n o v e l i s t o f t he p e r i o d s e t s b e f o r e h i m . 

T h i s r e s t r i c t e d r e a l i s m r e v e a l s t h a t t he d e f i n i t i o n o f r e a l i s m 

as t r u t h t o n a t u r e depends upon o n e ' s d e f i n i t i o n o f n a t u r e . 

V i c t o r i a n Canad ian s d i d n o t want t o r e a d a b o u t the g r i t t i e r r e a l i t i e s 

o f s e x , b i r t h and d e a t h , m i s e r a b l e m a r r i a g e s , s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e , 

t r i u m p h a n t c r i m i n a l s and common d e p r a v i t y . When t hey a s ked f o r 

R e a l i t y , what t hey r e a l l y wan ted was t h e i l l u s i o n o f r e a l i t y : 

l i f e as i t s h o u l d b e , n o t l i f e as i t r e a l l y was . A c o n c r e t e 

example o f t h i s b l u r r i n g o f r e a l i s m and i d e a l i s m a p p e a r e d i n 

R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s 1879 r e v i e w o f H o w e ! I s ' s Lady o f the A r o o s t o o k . 

The magaz ine commended H o w e l l s ' s 



r a r e f a c u l t y o f i n d i v i d u a l i z i n g h i s c h a r a c t e r s , and 
mak ing them s t a n d o u t i n r e l i e f as d i s t i n c t and o r i g i n a l 
t y p e s . H i s men and women may be met e v e r y day i n the 
s t r e e t s o f c i t i e s and i n t he byways and l a n e s o f v i l l a g e s . 

Bu t what r e a l l y e x c i t e d the r e v i e w e r was t he i d e a l i z a t i o n he 

d i s c o v e r e d i n H o w e l l s ' s p o r t r a i t o f L y d i a B l o o d , " t h e p e r f e c t 

t y p e o f i d e a l womanhood." T h i s r e v i e w e r t hough t he was p r a i s i n g 

H o w e l l s ' s r e a l i s m , when he was i n f a c t r e v e a l i n g h i s own penchan t 

f o r i d e a l i s m : 

H i s a im has been d o u b t l e s s t o p a i n t the p o r t r a i t o f 
t he A m e r i c a n g i r l as she r e a l l y e x i s t s , t o p o r t r a y h e r 
i n a l l h e r f r e s h n e s s and goodness and g r a c e f u l n e s s , 
and t o a p p l y a wholesome c o r r e c t i v e t o a c l a s s o f 
c r i t i c i s m w h i c h men and women o f a c e r t a i n s c h o o l have 
t a k e n p a i n s o f l a t e t o f o r m u l a t e bo th i n A m e r i c a and 
E u r o p e . 6 3 

Hence when G o l d w i n Sm i th named R e a l i t y as t he f i r s t o f t he seven 

lamps o f f i c t i o n k i n d l e d by S c o t t , he meant R e a l i t y q u a l i f i e d by 

t he f o u r r e m a i n i n g lamps w h i c h i l l u m i n a t e the w o r l d o f l i t e r a r y 

romance: I d e a l i t y , I m p a r t i a l i t y , Human i ty and C h i v a l r y . 

Sm i th s e p a r a t e d i n t o f o u r c a t e g o r i e s q u a l i t i e s w h i c h V i c t o r i a n 

Canad ians u s u a l l y lumped t o g e t h e r unde r t h e s i n g l e h e a d i n g o f 

i d e a l i s m . T h i s i d e a l i s m c o n s i s t e d . o f two d i s t i n c t b u t r e l a t e d 

component s , r e v e a l e d i n two r a t h e r d i f f e r e n t c o n n o t a t i o n s o f the 

w o r d , one c u r r e n t t h r ough most o f t he c e n t u r y , t h e o t h e r b e l o n g i n g 

t o i t s l a s t two decade s . The e a r l i e r mean ing — and t he one used 

by S m i t h - - r e f e r s t o " i d e a l " i n t he sense o f " u n i v e r s a l . " 

I t d e r i v e s f r om t h e a e s t h e t i c t h e o r y t h a t t h e appea l o f a r t l i e s 

i n i t s a b i l i t y t o t ap t he s h a r e d u n i v e r s a l s o f human e x p e r i e n c e . 
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The du t y o f t h e i d e a l i s t i c n o v e l i s t i s t o w r i t e o n l y abou t what 

he can d e p i c t i n b r o a d e m o t i o n a l terms w h i c h r e l a t e t o " n o r m a l " 

e x p e r i e n c e , and t o eschew h i g h l y i n d i v i d u a l i z e d c h a r a c t e r s , 

f e e l i n g s and s i t u a t i o n s i f he c a n n o t t r a n s c e n d t h e i r un i quene s s 

and p o r t r a y them i n terms w i t h w h i c h t he o r d i n a r y r e a d e r can 

i d e n t i f y . A c c o r d i n g t o G o l d w i n S m i t h : 

The a r t i s t i s n o t a p h o t o g r a p h e r , b u t a p a i n t e r . 
He must d e p i c t n o t pe r s on s b u t h u m a n i t y , o t h e r w i s e he 
f o r f e i t s t h e a r t i s t ' s name, and t he power o f d o i n g 
t he a r t i s t ' s work i n o u r h e a r t s . . . . Of c o u r s e , 
t h i s power o f i d e a l i z a t i o n i s t h e g r e a t g i f t o f g e n i u s . 
I t i s t h a t w h i c h d i s t i n g u i s h e s Homer, S hake spea re 
and W a l t e r S c o t t f r o m o r d i n a r y men. But t h e r e i s 
a l s o a mora l e f f e c t i n r i s i n g above the ea s y work o f 
mere d e s c r i p t i o n t o t he h e i g h t o f t he h e a r t . . . . 
S c o t t ' s c h a r a c t e r s a r e n e v e r mons te r s o r c a r i c a t u r e s : 
They a r e f u l l o f n a t u r e ; b u t i t i s u n i v e r s a l n a t u r e . 
T h e r e f o r e t hey have t h e i r p l a c e i n t he u n i v e r s a l 
h e a r t , and w i l l keep t h a t p l a c e f o r e v e r . 5 4 
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Or as Sam S l i c k p u t i t , " n a t u r i s t he same a l w a y s . " To t h i s 

d e f i n i t i o n o f I d e a l i t y Sm i th added I m p a r t i a l i t y , mean ing 

o b j e c t i v i t y . In o r d e r t o s u c c e s s f u l l y p o r t r a y u n i v e r s a l h u m a n i t y , 

t he n o v e l i s t s h o u l d f o l l o w t he s u b l i m e examples o f S hake spea re 

and S c o t t . He s h o u l d n o t s i d e w i t h one c h a r a c t e r a g a i n s t a n o t h e r , 

b u t appea r t o t r e a t them a l l w i t h sympathy and j u s t i c e . 

The names o f S c o t t and S h a k e s p e a r e , i n d i v i d u a l l y o r t o g e t h e r , 

a ppea r i n a l m o s t e v e r y Canad i an d i s c u s s i o n o f the d u t y o f t he 

n o v e l i s t t o t ouch " t h e h i d d e n s p r i n g s o f sympathy w h i c h e x i s t 
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i n t he human h e a r t . " When Henry G i l e s w r o t e on " F i c t i o n " i n 

t he G a r l a n d i n 1850, he f ound t h a t much o f t he g e n r e ' s " m o r a l 

u s e f u l n e s s " a r o s e f^om the human s y m p a t h i e s i t i n s p i r e d : 
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I t does n o t s t o p i n mak ing us a c q u a i n t e d w i t h an a b s t r a c t 
h u m a n i t y , b u t e n r i c h e s t ho se generous c h a r i t i e s and 
a f f e c t i o n s t h a t b i n d us t o i n d i v i d u a l men. A l l t h o se 
n o v e l s , t h e r e f o r e , w h i c h d e a l i n p e r s o n a l s c a n d a l 
and p o l e m i c a l d i s p u t e a r e as a b o m i n a b l e t o e t h i c s 
as t h e y a r e t o a r t . F i c t i o n w h i c h i s a l i v e w i t h t he 
s p i r i t o f t r u e g e n i u s , o u t o f i t s own f u l n e s s pou r s 
an abundant l o v e . N e a r , and a f a r o f f , human i t y i s 
d e a r t o i t , and n o t h i n g so e x e c r a b l e t o i t , as a n t i ­
s o c i a l o r m i s a n t h r o p i c f e e l i n g s . To b r i n g t he mind 
n o t o n l y i n t o n e a r e r , b u t k i n d l i e r c o n t a c t w i t h human i t y 
i s t he b e s t o f f i c e o f g e n i u s . S h a k e s p e a r e ' s c r e a t i o n s 
above a l l , have t h i s i n f l u e n c e . ^ 7 

Canad i an a r t i c l e s on Shake spea re n e v e r f a i l e d t o empha s i ze t h a t 

h i s r e l e v a n c e t o "common h u m a n i t y " was a d i r e c t r e s u l t o f h i s 

58 
" s t r i c t adhe rence t o n a t u r e . " The mora l consequence was t h a t 

" he n e v e r f a i l s t o b r i n g o u t the t r u e i s s u e s o f v i r t u e , o r o f 

59 

v i c e , because he s e a r c h e d the dep th s o f the human h e a r t . " 

Hand i n hand w i t h t h e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t t h e r e was an a b s o l u t e 

" u n i v e r s a l n a t u r e " went the a s s u m p t i o n t h a t human i t y was gove rned 

by a b s o l u t e mora l l a w s . G o l d w i n Sm i t h made t h i s a b u n d a n t l y 

c l e a r i n 1890, when he d i s c u s s e d S hake spea re as the i l l u s t r a t o r 

o f " p h i l o s o p h i c t r u t h s " and " l o f t y m o r a l l e s s o n s " : 

The g r e a t p r i n c i p l e s o f m o r a l i t y a r e g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s 
o f e x p e r i e n c e amended and c o n f i r m e d by t h e o b s e r v a t i o n s 
o f s u c c e s s i v e g e n e r a t i o n s . And as S h a k e s p e a r e ' s work 
i s t he r e s u l t o f unwonted c l e a r n e s s o f v i s i o n f o r t he 
f a c t s o f n a t u r e and l i f e , so t ho se g r e a t f undamen ta l 
p r i n c i p l e s u n d e r l i e h i s p l a y s , as t hey u n d e r l i e t he e v e n t s 
o f t h e a c t u a l w o r l d . S h a k e s p e a r e ' s work i s p r o f o u n d l y 
who lesome. He n e i t h e r m i s r e p r e s e n t s n a t u r e , i n t he 
f e a r o f u n d e r m i n i n g , o r w i t h t h e a im o f e n c o u r a g i n g 
what the sen se o f men c a l l r i g h t , n o r f o r a moment 
does he b l i n k t h e s t e r n pena l t y , w h i c h i s e x a c t e d on 
t h e i n n e r n a t u r e , though o f t e n n o t on the e x t e r n a l 
f o r t u n e o f t h e w e a k l i n g and the e v i l - d o e r . 6 0 
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The d u t y o f t he n o v e l i s t t o r e p r e s e n t mora l law i n a c t i o n , 

u s i n g S c o t t and S hake spea re as h i s p a r a d i g m s , was u p h e l d w i t h 

i n c r e a s i n g v i g o u r i n the l a s t decades o f t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

A t t h a t t i m e , i n r e a c t i o n a g a i n s t the p i c t u r e o f human n a t u r e 

p r e s e n t e d by s o c i a l D a r w i n i s t s and n a t u r a l i s t i c n o v e l i s t s , t he 

t e r m " i d e a l i s m " r e c e i v e d . a new c o n n o t a t i o n . Not o n l y was the 

n o v e l i s t supposed t o d e a l w i t h human u n i v e r s a l s , b u t he was now 

a sked t o r e s t r i c t h i m s e l f t o the b e t t e r u n i v e r s a l s . Hence 

I d e a l i t y now i m p l i e d a c o n c e r n . w i t h o n l y t h e more n o b l e a s p e c t s 

o f human b e h a v i o u r , and i n c l u d e d a v i s i o n o f the p e r f e c t i b i l i t y 

o f human n a t u r e . L o u i s a Mu r ray i l l u s t r a t e d . t h i s p o s i t i o n i n 

1889 when she w r o t e on "Democracy i n L i t e r a t u r e , " and d e c l a r e d 

t h a t becau se F r a n c e was a democ racy , i t e n j o y e d " a l i t e r a t u r e 

i n w h i c h t h e w o r s t v i c e s , d i s e a s e s and d e f o r m i t i e s o f debased 

human i t y a r e emp loyed i n the s e r v i c e s Of a deg raded a r t , o f w h i c h 

M. E m i l e Z o l a i s t he g r e a t h i g h p r i e s t . " As examples o f p r o p e r 

a r t i s t r y she c i t e d S c o t t , E l i o t and D i c k e n s , " g r e a t s p i r i t s and 

f i n e a r t i s t s , " whose w r i t i n g s 

s t r o n g l y i m p r e s s us w i t h the t r u t h t h a t beau t y and 
v i r t u e a r e more r e a l and permanent p a r t s o f n a t u r e 
and l i f e t han v i c e and u g l i n e s s , and f o r t h i s r e a s o n 
t h e y w i l l a lway s have t he f i n e s t uses f o r h u m a n i t y , 
b e i n g good f o r hope, f o r h e a l i n g , and f o r t he 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g and e n n o b l i n g o f men and women.61 

In t he 1 8 7 0 ' s , i n t he Canad ian M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l Rev i ew, 

Be l f o r d ' s M o n t h l y Magaz i ne and R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s Canad ian M o n t h l y , 

George E l i o t was f r e q u e n t l y commended as a w r i t e r who u p h e l d 
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i d e a l i s m i n b o t h sen se s o f t he w o r d . The S a t u r d a y Reader p r a i s e d 

62 
h e r " e x q u i s i t e sympathy w i t h h u m a n i t y " and J . L. S t e w a r t e n j o y e d 

t h e u n i v e r s a l a ppea l o f h e r r e a l i s m : 

O t h e r a u t h o r s make rough workmen a p p e a r p r e s e n t a b l e , 
and b e l i e v e r s i n h e t e r o d o x c r e e d s r a t i o n a l , by mak ing 
them b e t t e r than t h e i r b r e t h r e n , b u t she p l a c e s h e r 
r e a d e r s i n such p e r f e c t sympathy w i t h o t h e r m i n d s , 
mak ing them l o o k a t t h i n g s f r o m the same s t a n d p o i n t , 
t h a t c l a s s e s and c r e e d s w h i c h t h e y have been accu s tomed 
t o l o o k upon as w i t h o u t t he p a l e o f t h e i r s y m p a t h i e s , 
become r e s p e c t a b l e i n t h e i r e y e s . 6 3 

In a d d i t i o n t o h e r appea l t o common h u m a n i t y , S t e w a r t f ound 

E l i o t an i d e a l i s t i n h e r v i s i o n o f human p o s s i b i l i t i e s , f o r h e r 

work " s e t s a l o f t i e r i d e a l b e f o r e t he m ind t h a n the p u r s u i t o f 

64 

g a i n o r t he c r a v i n g f o r a p p l a u s e and p o w e r . " In 1875 t h e 

Canad i an M o n t h l y measu red F a r From t h e Madd ing Crowd a g a i n s t the 

E l i o t s t a n d a r d , and f ound Hardy d e f i c i e n t . H i s p o r t r a i t o f G a b r i e l 

Oak e s p e c i a l l y l a c k e d i d e a l i s m : 

He i s a n o b l e f e l l o w , who s h o u l d have been s p a r e d 
t he h u m i l i a t i o n o f b e i n g made a . s e r v a n t t o such a man 
as T r o y . Many r e a d e r s w i l l f e e l t o o t h a t he l o s e s 
some d i g n i t y i n becoming a mere p a t i e n t d r udge , even 
though i t be o f t he h e r o i n e . The t o t a l ab sence o f 
t he i d e a l e l e m e n t i s i n d e e d t he main d e f e c t o f t he 
book as a work o f a r t . T h i s i s a m i s t a k e t h a t George 
E l i o t n e v e r makes. No m a t t e r how r e a l i s t i c a n o v e l 
o f he r s may b e , she a lway s r e t a i n s enough o f t he 
i d e a l e l e m e n t t o p r e v e n t i t d e g e n e r a t i n g i n t o a mere 
p h o t o g r a p h , i n s t e a d o f a p a i n t i n g . 6 5 

A l t h o u g h t h e M o n t h l y f o u n d E l i o t u s e f u l as a l i t e r a r y y a r d ­

s t i c k , i t was n o t c o m p l e t e l y s a t i s f i e d w i t h h e r i d e a l i s m . E a r l y 

66 
i n 1873 i t v o i c e d some s u s p i c i o n o f h e r p e s s i m i s m and l a t e r 

t h e same y e a r , when r e v i e w i n g M i d d l e m a r c h , i t f e l t t h a t h e r r e j e c t i o n 
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o f c o n v e n t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n i t y l e f t h e r w i t h a r a t h e r " c h e e r l e s s 

c r e e d , " i n w h i c h d a r k n e s s , s t r u g g l e and a . m e l a n c h o l y u n d e r t o n e 

n e a r l y overwhelmed " t h e s t r e t c h i n g f o r t h o f l o n g i n g arms t o welcome 

fi7 

t h e dawn ing o f t h e coming d a y . " The y e a r b e f o r e i t merged w i t h 

t h e Canad i an M o n t h l y , Be l f o r d ' s a l s o m a n i f e s t e d some d i s c o m f o r t 

w i t h E l i o t . A l t h o u g h i t p ronounced D a n i e l Deronda " t h e g r e a t e s t o f 

a l l works o f f i c t i o n , " i t f ound t h e book " c h i l l i n g and s t a r t l i n g 

i n i t s c a l m , c o l d p h i l o s o p h y o f w i l l , and c o n s e q u e n c e , and 

a p p a r e n t human g o v e r n m e n t . 1 , 6 8 

U n d e r l y i n g t h e s e h e s i t a t i o n s abou t E l i o t ' s r e l i g i o u s and 

p h i l o s o p h i c p o s i t i o n was t h e f e a r t h a t d e s p i t e he r m o r a l i t y and 

a r t i s t r y , she v e n t u r e d t o o f a r beyond t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f c o n v e n t i o n a l 

C h r i s t i a n i t y . One o f t h e most b a s i c a s s u m p t i o n s s h a r e d by t h e 

n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an c u l t u r a l community was t h a t f i c t i o n 

must s u p p o r t t h e t e n e t s o f s t a n d a r d C h r i s t i a n b e l i e f , and t h a t 

" I d e a l i s m " u l t i m a t e l y r e f e r r e d t o C h r i s t i a n p r i n c i p l e s . The e d i t o r 

o f t h e Canad i an M o n t h l y summar ized Canad i an o p i n i o n r e g a r d i n g t h e 

p r i m a c y o f r e l i g i o n i n l i t e r a t u r e and c u l t u r a l l i f e when he announced 

i n t h e f i r s t number o f t h e magaz ine t h a t " I n a t t e m p t i n g t o t a k e 

a g e n e r a l v i e w o f c o n t e m p o r a r y l i t e r a t u r e , we n a t u r a l l y g i v e 
69 

p r e c e d e n c e t o works b e a r i n g upon t h e s u b j e c t o f r e l i g i o n . " 

The r e l i g i o u s c o n t r o v e r s i e s t h a t r aged d u r i n g t h e n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y s e r v e d o n l y t o c o n s o l i d a t e Canad i an r e l i g i o u s c o n s e r v a t i s m . 

In 1876 t h e Canad i an M o n t h l y e x t r a v a g a n t l y p r a i s e d Mr s . C h a r l e s -

w o r t h ' s O l i v e r o f t h e M i l l as a book w i t h o u t " s p e c u l a t i o n o r 
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r e f e r e n c e t o s p e c u l a t i o n , " w h i c h shows " t h e r e l a t i o n t o human 

n e e d s , c r a v i n g s and a s p i r a t i o n s , o f t ho se g r e a t c e n t r a l t r u t h s 

w h i c h C h r i s t i a n i t y has most f u l l y b r o u g h t t o l i g h t . I n 1885, 

w r i t i n g i n The Week on "Some Books o f t he P a s t Y e a r , " Gv..M. Adam h e a r t i l y 

welcomed t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f " s u c h a mass o f a b l e and t h o u g h t f u l 

l i t e r a t u r e on t he d e f e n s i v e s i d e o f C h r i s t i a n b e l i e f . " 7 ^ To be 

c o m p l e t e l y a c c e p t a b l e , t h e n , f i c t i o n had t o be C h r i s t i a n , u p l i f t i n g 

and o p t i m i s t i c , w i t h t he e f f e c t t h a t , as S t e w a r t ' s r emarked o f 

Mrs . R o s s ' s The Wreck o f the Wh i t e B e a r ( 1 8 7 0 ) , "One f e e l s b e t t e r 

p l e a s e d w i t h mank ind and t he w o r l d and a l l t h a t i n i t i s , when 

72 

t he p e r u s a l o f t h i s work i s c o m p l e t e . " 

In The Week, l i t e r a r y i d e a l i s m was e q u a t e d w i t h the a d v a n c e ­

ment o f human d i g n i t y and s p i r i t u a l v a l u e s . M a r i u s t h e Ep iCU rean 
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r e c e i v e d p r a i s e f o r b e i n g " p r e g n a n t w i t h n o b l e t h o u g h t s . " 

George G i s s i n g ' s In the Y e a r o f t he J u b i l e e s u f f e r e d c e n s u r e b e ­

cau se i t s c h a r a c t e r s were " m o s t l y h a l f - e d u c a t e d p e o p l e , f r i v o l o u s , 

mean and s o r d i d , w i t h o u t a s i n g l e h i g h o r e l e v a t e d i d e a among 

t h e m . " 7 4 Agnes Mau le Macha r a t t a c k e d G r a n t A l l e n ( a f e l l o w n a t i v e 

o f K i n g s t o n , whose s i s t e r was m a r r i e d t o M a c h a r ' s b r o t h e r ) as a 

D a r w i n i s t who a d v o c a t e d a p h i l o s o p h y 

t h a t , w h i l e i t i l l u m i n a t e s c e r t a i n f i e l d s o f know ledge , 
does no t r e c o g n i z e i t s own l i m i t a t i o n s , and o v e r l o o k s 
t he d e e p e s t f a c t s o f human c o n s c i o u s n e s s , w i t h t h e 
i n e v i t a b l e p e n a l t y o f f a l l i n g s h o r t o f t h e p r o f o u n d e s t 
t r u t h , and o f r o b b i n g ou r human l i f e o f i t s t r u e s p i r i t u a l 
g l o r y ; and i g n o r i n g t h o s e s t r o n g e s t f o r c e s w h i c h have 
i n s p i r e d human i t y t o i t s n o b l e s t v i c t o r i e s i n t h e p a s t 
as t h e y a l o n e can do i n the f u t u r e . 7 5 



The Week ' s a t t i t u d e towards l i t e r a r y i d e a l i s m was summar ized by 

t he anonymous a u t h o r o f "The Modern N o v e l , " who echoed t he v a l u e s 

o f G o l d w i n Sm i t h when he d e c l a r e d t h a t " t h e f u n c t i o n o f t h e a r t i s t 

[ i s ] t o show the i d e a l i n t he r e a l . " He c o m p l a i n e d t h a t modern 

f i c t i o n had b e t r a y e d t h e t r u e d i r e c t i o n o f human p r o g r e s s , f o r 

o u r Z o l a i s t s r e v e l i n the d i s g r a c e o f h u m a n i t y . They 
r e j o i c e t o show o u r c o a r s e n e s s , ou r b a s e n e s s , o u r 
s e l f i s h n e s s , o u r a n i m a l i t y . Has human i t y n o t h i n g b u t 
t h e s e q u a l i t i e s ? I s i t n o t s t r i v i n g towards s o m e t h i n g 
b e t t e r ? Has i t n o t i n some measure a t t a i n e d ? 7 6 

What The Week d e f i n e d as i d e a l i s m , G o l d w i n Sm i t h d i s c u s s e d 

as h i s l a s t two lamps o f f i c t i o n - - Humani ty and C h i v a l r y . 

Humani ty meant the r e j e c t i o n o f Z o l a i s t c o a r s e n e s s and a n i m a l i t y , 

and o f s e n s a t i o n a l i s m : S c o t t "knew t h a t a n o v e l i s t had no r i g h t 

even t o i n t r o d u c e the t e r r i b l e e x c e p t f o r the pu rpo se o f e x h i b i t i n g 

human h e r o i s m , d e v e l o p i n g c h a r a c t e r , awaken ing e m o t i o n s , w h i c h 

when awakened d i g n i f y and save f r o m h a r m . " 7 7 And C h i v a l r y meant 

m a i n t a i n i n g " t h e i d e a l o f a g e n t l e m a n , " by w h i c h the w r i t e r 

78 
w o u l d n e v e r " l o w e r t he s t a n d a r d o f c h a r a c t e r o r the a im o f l i f e . " 

Th roughou t t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , most Canad ian c r i t i c s and 

w r i t e r s assumed t h a t the a p p r o p r i a t e mode f o r Canad ian f i c t i o n 

was t h e r o m a n t i c n o v e l m o d e l l e d on S c o t t and c h a r a c t e r i z e d by 

R e a l i t y , I d e a l i t y , I m p a r t i a l i t y , I m p e r s o n a l i t y , P u r i t y , Humani ty 

and C h i v a l r y . The c r i t e r i a by w h i c h E n g l i s h and A m e r i c a n n o v e l s 

were e v a l u a t e d were a p p l i e d w i t h e q u a l v i g o u r t o n a t i v e p r o d u c t i o n s , 

w i t h an added t ouch o f n a t i o n a l i s m . Canad ian f i c t i o n was e x p e c t e d 
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t o be i n f o r m a t i v e , h a r m l e s s , m o r a l l y e l e v a t i n g , n a t i o n a l i s t i c , 

i d e a l i s t i c , and t o c o n t a i n e n t e r t a i n i n g and b e l i e v a b l e c h a r a c t e r s 

and e v e n t s . Canad i an l i f e was t o be p r e s e n t e d i n a f a v o u r a b l e 

l i g h t ; Canad i an h i s t o r y was o f t e n a f a v o u r i t e s u b j e c t . Above 

a l l , Canad i an w r i t e r s were t o eschew dime n o v e l s e n s a t i o n a l i s m . 

The Canad i an M o n t h l y ' s 1874 r e v i e w o f Agnes Mau le M a c h a r ' s F o r 

K i n g and C o u n t r y (wh i ch was s e r i a l i z e d i n the M o n t h l y b e f o r e i t 

a ppea red i n book form) s p e l l e d o u t the mora l and i n t e l l e c t u a l 

s t a n d a r d s r e q u i r e d f o r a c c e p t a b l e Canad ian f i c t i o n : 

To t he r e a d e r who t a k e s up the s t o r y f o r t he f i r s t 
t i m e , we commend e s p e c i a l l y t h e i n t e l l i g e n t l i t e r a r y 
c r i t i c i s m s i n i t , t he s p l e n d i d d e s c r i p t i o n o f t he 
F a l l s , and t h e g r a p h i c , y e t c o n c i s e a c c o u n t o f t he 
b a t t l e o f Queen s t on . Above a l l t h e r e i s a h e a l t h y 
t one o f m o r a l i t y and a warm, though n o t o b t r u s i v e v e i n 
o f p r a c t i c a l p i e t y , w h i c h ought t o s e c u r e f o r i t a w i d e 
c i r c l e o f r e a d e r s , a p a r t f r o m m e r i t s o f a p u r e l y 
a e s t h e t i c c h a r a c t e r . 7 9 

D e s p i t e t he t i p - s e r v i c e c o n t i n u a l l y p a i d t o mora l and s o c i a l 

i d e a l i s m , most Canad i an a u t h o r s and c r i t i c s knew t h a t t he e a s i e s t 

way t o s e c u r e a w i d e c i r c l e o f r e a d e r s was n o t by a p p e a l i n g t o 

h e a l t h y m o r a l i t y and p r a c t i c a l p i e t y . As the Canad i an II l u s t r a t e d 

News c a u s t i c a l l y n o t e d i n i t s 1870 r e v i e w o f T r o l l o p e ' s The V i c a r 

o f B u l l h a m p t o n , l i t e r a r y s u c c e s s and l i t e r a r y v a l u e were f r e q u e n t l y 

two e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t m a t t e r s : 

Mr. Anthony T r o l l o p e ' s l a s t n o v e l can h a r d l y be c a l l e d 
a s u c c e s s . U n d o u b t e d l y i t i s c l e a r l y and c a r e f u l l y 
w r i t t e n . The c h a r a c t e r s drawn a r e t r u t h f u l l y p r e s e n t e d 
t o the r e a d e r , and t h r o u g h o u t t h e who l e book t h e r e i s 
n o t the f a i n t e s t t r a c e o f e x a g g e r a t i o n o r s e n s a t i o n a l 
w r i t i n g . The n a r r a t i v e i s t o l d i n any e a s y , f o r m a l 
s o r t o f way, and as t h e n o v e l i s , l i k e a l l Mr. T r o l l o p e ' s 
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w o r k s , u t t e r l y d e s t i t u t e o f s t r i k i n g i n c i d e n t s , and 
p o s s e s s e s b u t a s l i g h t p l o t , i t i s h a r d l y t he s o r t o f 
book t o t a k e w i t h the o r d i n a r y r un o f n o v e l r e a d e r s . 
Not t h a t t he V i c a r o f B u l l h a m p t o n i s i n f e r i o r t o any 
o f t he a u t h o r ' s o t h e r n o v e l s ; b u t i t s v e r y t r u t h f u l ­
ness and r e a l i t y p r e v e n t i t f r om b e i n g t o any deg ree 
a s u c c e s s . I t i s t h e s o r t o f n o v e l t h a t w o u l d be 
i n e v i t a b l y s tamped as " g o o d y - g o o d y " by t he o r d i n a r y 
run o f n o v e l r e a d e r s . . . . To a c a r e f u l , i n t e l l i g e n t 
r e a d e r t h e book w i l l r epay p e r u s a l , a l t h o u g h i t i s n o t 
i n t h e s l i g h t e s t deg ree s e n s a t i o n a l . I t i s s i m p l y a 
f a i t h f u l s t u d y o f c e r t a i n phases o f E n g l i s h l i f e , 
c a r e f u l l y w r i t t e n and a b l y . r e p r o d u c e d . ^ 

In Canada, as i n t he r e s t o f t he E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g w o r l d , t h e r e 

s m o u l d e r e d a c o n f l i c t between n o v e l i s t s who s i m p l y d e s i r e d p o p u l a r 

s u c c e s s and c r i t i c s who wanted g r e a t l i t e r a t u r e . When the Canad ian  

M o n t h l y r e v i e w e d Mr s . F l e m i n g ' s Ka te Danton (1876) i t c a r e f u l l y 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d between s e r i o u s n o v e l s and r u n - o f - t h e m i l l e n t e r ­

t a i n m e n t , w i s h i n g t h a t Mrs . F l e m i n g had a t t e m p t e d t h e f o r m e r , 

b u t c o n c e d i n g h e r s u c c e s s w i t h the l a t t e r : 

M r s . F l e m i n g ' s n o v e l has n o t h i n g i n i t t o p l a c e i t 
o u t s i d e o r above the g e n e r a l run o f n o v e l s o f a ve rage 
m e r i t w h i c h a r e p o u r e d f r o m t h e p r e s s i n a p e r e n n i a l 
s t r e a m , t o be r e a d , l a i d a s i d e , and f o r g o t t e n . I f 
Mr s . F l e m i n g w i shesv . to l e a v e a permanent imp re s s upon 
Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e and t o make f o r h e r s e l f a name t h e r e ­
i n , she w i l l do w e l l t o engage i n a p r o f o u n d e r s t u d y o f 
human n a t u r e than she y e t appea r s t o have done, t o w r i t e 
l e s s , and t o t a k e g r e a t e r p a i n s w i t h what she does 
w r i t e . I f , on t he o t h e r hand , h e r a im i s m e r e l y t o 
e n a b l e h e r r e a d e r s t o pass away a few i d l e hour s p l e a s a n t l y 
and w i t h o u t f a t i g u e , t hen n o v e l s o f t h e c a l i b r e o f 
" K a t e Dan ton " w i l l v e r y w e l l answer h e r pu rpose .81 

A l s o f r e q u e n t was a c o n f l i c t between a r e v i e w e r ' s l i t e r a r y 

n a t i o n a l i s m and h i s d i s t a s t e f o r c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f a p a r t i c u l a r 

w r i t e r ' s wo r k . The L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d e x p e r i e n c e d t h e d i lemma o f 

w a n t i n g t o promote John R i c h a r d s o n as a Canad i an w r i t e r f o r 
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n a t i o n a l i s t i c r e a s o n s , w h i l e a t t h e same t i m e f i n d i n g h i s s e n s a t i o n ­

a l i s m somewhat d i s t u r b i n g . In i t s f i r s t vo l ume, t he G a r l a n d 

campa igned v i g o r o u s l y f o r t he r e p u b l i c a t i o n o f Wacous ta ( 1 8 3 2 ) , 

a l t h o u g h i t s p r a i s e c o n t a i n e d t h e q u a l i f i c a t i o n t h a t 

I t i s t r u e t h a t we l o o k upon t he i n t e r e s t o f t he t a l e 
as t o o p a i n f u l l y i n t e n s e , the r e a d e r b e i n g i r r e s i s t i b l y 
bo rne on w i t h t he a u t h o r , w i t h o u t a moment ' s b r e a t h i n g 
t i m e i n w h i c h t h e mind i s r e l i e v e d f r o m i t s a n x i e t y 
r e s p e c t i n g t he f a t e o f t he c h a r a c t e r s o f t he d r a m a . 8 2 

When t he G a r ! a n d r e v i ewed The Canad i an B r o t h e r s ( 1 8 4 0 ) , i t a g a i n 

r e g r e t t e d t h a t " t o o u r judgment t h e g a l l a n t M a j o r i n d u l g e s some-

83 

what t o o f r e e l y i n t he m y s t e r i o u s . " 

O v e r - i n d u l g e n c e i n m y s t e r y and s e n s a t i o n a l i s m , m i s r e p r e s e n t ­

a t i o n o f t h e i d e a l s o f Canad ian l i f e and l a c k o f o p t i m i s m were 

t h e most r e p r e h e n s i b l e v i o l a t i o n s o f t h e s.even"Lamps o f F i c t i o n " 

t h a t Canad i an a u t h o r s c o u l d commit. Tha t p e s s i m i s m o f any s o r t 

w o u l d n o t c o n f o r m w i t h Canad i an i d e a l i s m was announced as e a r l y 

as 1827, i n t he " To C o r r e s p o n d e n t s " co lumn o f the A c a d i a n M a g a z i n e . 

The e d i t o r o f t h e A c a d i a n s i m p l y r e f u s e d t o a c c e p t as f i n a l t he 

unhappy e n d i n g o f a t a l e s u b m i t t e d t o h i m , and i n h i s p u b l i c l e t t e r 

t o t he a u t h o r he r e w r o t e t he s t o r y t o f i t h i s own c o n c e p t i o n o f 

l i t e r a r y c o n v e n t i o n : 

We a r e p l e a s e d w i t h A r i o n , and h i s t a l e i n g e n e r a l : 
b u t a s , i n i t s p r e s e n t s t a t e , i t does n o t f i n i s h , we 
d e l a y t he i n s e r t i o n o f i t t i l l we h e a r f r o m h im a g a i n . 
The l i t t l e m a i d , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e g e n e r a l s t y l e o f 
f a i r y t a l e , s h o u l d be u l t i m a t e l y r e s t o r e d , o r r e s c u e d 
by some c o u n t e r s p e l l , and i f p o s s i b l e by some i n t e r ­
e s t i n g y o u t h , the f o r m e r companion o f h e r c h i l d i s h 
s p o r t s , i n whose h e a r t t he p l e a s i n g remembrance o f h e r , 
a i d e d by h i s f r e q u e n t h e a r i n g , f r om the f a i r y h a u n t s , 
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h e r w e l l known and much l o v e d v o i c e , has n o u r i s h e d 
f o n d i n f a n t i l e a f f e c t i o n s i n t o a r d e n t and u n c h a n e a b l e 
l o v e , and w h i c h has i n d u c e d h im t o b r a v e t h e demonic 
r a ge o f t h e who le e l f i n h o s t , t o r e s c u e h i s l i t t l e 
ma id f r om t h e i r power. He ough t t o r e s t o r e he r t o 
he r p a r e n t s ; a n d , as a r ewa rd f o r h i s l o v e and h e r o i s m , 
r e c e i v e he r f r om t h e i r h a n d s . ° 4 

In an e q u a l l y i d e a l i s t i c v e i n , t h e Canad i an S p e c t a t o r commended 

Mr s . D o b b i n ' s Tho s . A S i m p l e Canad i an S t o r y (1878) f o r i t s " h o p e -

85 
f u l n e s s and c o u r a g e . " When founded i n 1852 , t h e P r o v i n c i a l , 

o r H a l i f a x M o n t h l y Magaz ine announced t h a t " c h e e r f u l n e s s " wou ld 

8fi 

be one o f i t s v i r t u e s . The P r o v i n c i a l r ema ined c o n s i s t e n t w i t h 

t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f G o l d w i n Sm i t h when i t condemned W i l l i a m M c K i n n o n ' s 

S t . G e o r g e ; o r The Canad i an League (1852) f o r " v i o l a t i n g t h e 

honor o f h u m a n i t y " because "more b l o o d t h i r s t y , inhuman and 

d i s g u s t i n g c h a r a c t e r s were n e v e r p r e s e n t e d t o t h e r e a d e r , t h a n 
87 

t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e pe r s onage s who f i g u r e i n t h e b o o k . " 

S i m i l a r l i t e r a r y v i e w s were r e v e a l e d i n t h e book r e v i e w s 

w r i t t e n by Casca i n t h e s h o r t - l i v e d B r i t i s h Canad i an Rev iew 

( 1 8 6 2 - 6 3 ) . Ca sca c e n s u r e d E m i l e C h e v a l i e r ' s H e de S a b l e - - based 

on an i n c i d e n t i n e a r l y Canad i an h i s t o r y - - because "Some o f t h e 

s i t u a t i o n s . . . a r e u n n a t u r a l and t o o f a r f e t c h e d , r e c o u r s e 

f r e q u e n t l y h a d , when i t was n e c e s s a r y , t o t h e c l a p - t r a p o f modern 
88 

s e n s a t i o n n o v e l s o f t h e J u l e s J a n i n , B a l z a c and Dumas s c h o o l . " 

In F r a n c e s B r o o k e ' s The H i s t o r y o f E m i l y Montague ( 1 7 6 9 ) , Ca sca d i s ­

c o v e r e d a more a g r e e a b l e c o m b i n a t i o n o f romance and Canad i an r e a l i t y 

as he r e sponded n o s t a l g i c a l l y t o t h e b o o k ' s d e s c r i p t i o n o f " t h e 

good o l d e n t i m e s " : 



T h i s c h a r m i n g n o v e l i s w r i t t e n more i n t he c l a s s i c 
s t y l e o f C l a r i s s a H a r l o w e , t h a n w i t h t h e s e n s a t i o n a l 
p a r a p h e r n a l i a o f Sue o r Dumas . . . . The h i s t o r y o f 
E m i l y Montague p r e s e n t s t o t h e r e a d e r t o g e t h e r w i t h 
a r a c y d e s c r i p t i o n o f Canad i an s c e n e r y , a most r o m a n t i c 
a c c o u n t o f c o l o n i a l c o u r t s h i p s , f l i r t a t i o n s , e t c . 
The r e a d e r i s i n i t i a t e d i n t o Quebec s o c i e t y as i t 
e x i s t e d i n t he good o l d e n t i m e s : Cha teau b a l l s , m i l i t a r y 
p i c - n i c s , s l e i g h - d r i v e s t o t he i c e cone a t t he f a l l s , 
tommy-cod f i s h i n g i n December on t he r i v e r S t . C h a r l e s , 
t h e b r e a k i n g up o f t he i c e b r i d g e on the S t . L awrence , 
e v e r y t h i n g i s most a g r e e a b l y and g r a p h i c a l l y d e s c r i b e d ; 
- - what was s a i d o f Quebec i n 1765 can be s a i d o f i t 
i n 1 8 6 2 . 8 9 

T h a t " e v e r y t h i n g c o n c e r n i n g Canada b e a r s . . . a c o u l e u r de r o s e 

t i n t " was f o r C a s c a a m a t t e r o f p r i d e s i n c e h e , l i k e many Canad i an 

c r i t i c s o f t he t i m e , f e l t t h a t a n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e s h o u l d d e p i c t 

Canada i n as i d e a l terms as p o s s i b l e . 

Lack o f such " c o u l e u r de r o s e " i d e a l i s m i n M r s . H u d d l e s t o n ' s 

B l u e b e l l (1875) i n c u r r e d the w r a t h o f t he Canad i an M o n t h l y . 

T h i s n o v e l ' s p l o t d e s c r i b e s t h e / f l i r t a t i o n s and s o c i a l f r i v o l i t i e s 

o f B r i t i s h o f f i c e r s and Canad i an g i r l s i n T o r o n t o . B l u e b e l l , 

t he h e r o i n e , t u r n s o u t t o be a Canad i an Becky Sharp whose f i r s t 

c o n c e r n i s a lways h e r own s u c c e s s . Becky Sha rp may have been 

a d m i s s i b l e i n E n g l a n d , b u t the M o n t h l y was a p p a l l e d t o f i n d h e r 

t r a n s f e r r e d t o Canad i an s o i l : 

We f e e l s u r e t h a t a l l t h o s e who l o o k upon t h e p u r i t y 
o f o u r d o m e s t i c l i f e , and the f a i r fame o f o u r c o u n t r y ­
women, as o b j e c t s t o be c o n s e r v e d and h e l d s a c r e d f r o m 
the d i s h o n o u r o f b e i n g l i g h t l y spoken o f , w i l l j o i n 
us i n d e p r e c a t i n g the p i c t u r e o f s o c i e t y r e p r e s e n t e d 
i n " B l u e b e l l , " as t y p i c a l o f Canad i an h o u s e h o l d s ; and 
i n r e s e n t i n g so g r o s s an o f f e n c e a g a i n s t good t a s t e , 
good f e e l i n g , and h o s p i t a l i t y , as t h e a u t h o r e s s has i n 
t h e work b e f o r e us been g u i l t y o f . . . . t h e book i s so 
e m i n e n t l y o f f e n s i v e t h a t . . . we s h o u l d have t o go 
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back t o t he p e r i o d o f S m o l l e t t t o f i n d i t s ma t ch . 
The s t y l e i s s l i p - s h o d and o b j e c t i o n a b l e ; and t he 
t one v u l g a r and m i s c h i e v o u s . Bu t i t i s as a s t u d y o f 
s o - c a l l e d Canad i an s o c i e t y t h a t we most o b j e c t t o 
i t . We s h o u l d b l u s h f o r ou r countrywomen were the 
n o v e l a c c e p t e d as e v i d e n c e o f t h e i r manners o r t h e i r 
b e a r i n g . • 

J u s t as b l amewor thy as b e t r a y a l o f t h e i d e a l a s p e c t s o f Canad i an 

l i f e was r e c o u r s e t o s e n s a t i o n a l i s m , o f w h i c h James De M i l l e 

was f r e q u e n t l y f ound g u i l t y . Because De M i l l e was a r e s p e c t e d 

D a l h o u s i e p r o f e s s o r , h i s p o t b o i l e r s a t t r a c t e d a t t e n t i o n i n s e v e r a l 

Canad i an p e r i o d i c a l s . In an 1870 a r t i c l e on " C a n a d i a n L i t e r a t u r e , " 

George S t e w a r t c o n f i n e d h i m s e l f t o p r a i s i n g H e l e n a ' s Hou seho l d 

(1867) and t he Dodge CIub ( 1 8 5 9 ) , s i m p l y r e m a r k i n g t h a t he f ound 

Cord and C r e e s e (1869) "much t o o s e n s a t i o n a l f o r o u r t a s t e . 

F o u r y e a r s l a t e r t h e Canadi an I I l u s t r a t e d News u t t e r l y d i s p a r a g e d 

The L i v i n g L i n k ( 1 8 7 4 ) , d e c l a r i n g t h a t " I t w o u l d have been b e t t e r 

f o r t he a u t h o r ' s fame i f i t n e v e r been w r i t t e n , f o r i n i t s pages 

t h e m a s t e r hand t h a t p r o d u c e d ' T he Dodge C l u b ' i s nowhere r e c o g n i z a b l e . " 

De M i l l e ' s g r e a t e s t e r r o r was 

the p r e p o s t e r o u s i n v r a i s e m b l a n c e t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e s t he 
w h o l e p l o t . From b e g i n n i n g t o e n d , the s i t u a t i o n s a r e 
l u d i c r o u s l y f o r c e d ; w h i l e t he e v e n t s upon w h i c h t h e 
s t o r y h i n g e s a r e so g l a r i n g l y u n r e a l , so u n l i k e a n y t h i n g 
t h a t e v e r happened i n the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h a t the 
e f f e c t i s t o e x t i n g u i s h u t t e r l y any l i t t l e i n t e r e s t 
t h a t may have been e x c i t e d i n t he r e a d e r ' s mind by t he 
p e r u s a l o f the e a r l y c h a p t e r s o f t h e book. . . . M i s s 
B raddon i s g e n e r a l l y a l l o w e d t o be t he s e n s a t i o n w r i t e r 
p a r e x c e l T e n c e o f t he day , b u t she i s c o m p l e t e l y o u t -
B raddoned by P r o f e s s o r De M i l l e . In h i s l i t t l e vo lume 
o f 170 pages he manages to . i n t r o d u c e a f o r g e r , a m u r d e r , 
a c a se o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , a. r e t u r n e d c o n v i c t , a p e r s e c u t e d 
h e i r e s s , a s e c r e t m a r r i a g e , a s upposed mu rde r , a t r i a l , 
a l o n g l o s t w i f e , a d i t t o s o n , a mad dog , and a happy 



m a r r i a g e . S u r e l y a s u r f e i t o f s e n s a t i o n s t h a t w o u l d 
s u f f i c e M i s s B raddon f o r h a l f a dozen n o v e l s . 9 2 

J . G. B o u r i n o t a l s o d i s a p p r o v e d o f De M i l l e ' s a b i l i t y t o o u t -

Braddon M i s s B r a d d o n , d e s c r i b i n g h i s b e s t - s e l l e r s as " s l a v i s h 

i m i t a t i o n s o f the i n g e n i o u s p l o t s o f W i l k i e C o l l i n s and h i s 

s c h o o l . " 9 3 

N e i t h e r De M i l l e ' s s e n s a t i o n a l i s m n o r S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan ' s 

r e a l i s m con fo rmed w i t h t he demand f o r r o m a n t i c i d e a l i s m w h i c h 

dom ina ted Canad i an l i t e r a r y o p i n i o n t h r o u g h o u t the n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . To f u l f i l l Go l dw in S m i t h ' s ' s e v e n " L a m p s o f F i c t i o n , " 

Canad ian s f e l t t h a t "What we need h e r e i n Canada . . . i s a l i t e r a -

94 

t u r e t h a t abounds i n s t o r i e s o f s t r o n g , t r u e , b e a u t i f u l d e e d s . " 

N o v e l s m o d e l l e d on t he romances o f S i r W a l t e r S c o t t most r e a d i l y 

f u l f i l l e d t h i s r e q u i r e m e n t . Bu t i n s t e a d o f t r y i n g t o do f o r Canada 

what S c o t t had done f o r S c o t l a n d by w o r k i n g h i s c o u n t r y ' s h i s t o r y , 

l a n d s c a p e and e c c e n t r i c i t i e s i n t o a d i s t i n c t i v e l i t e r a r y f o r m , 

Canad i an s s i m p l y i m i t a t e d S c o t t , f i t t i n g Canad ian m a t e r i a l t o 

S c o t t ' s c o n v e n t i o n s . B e l f o r d ' s assumed t h a t S c o t t p r o v i d e d t he 

b e s t model f o r Canad ian n o v e l i s t s when i t we lcomed John L e s p e r a n c e ' s 

The B a s t O n n a i s ( 1 8 7 7 ) , d e c l a r i n g t h a t "No b e t t e r s u b j e c t c o u l d be 

f o u n d f o r a h i s t o r i c a l r omance . " A l l t he p o i n t s w h i c h B e l f o r d ' s 

commended d e r i v e d i r e c t l y f r om S c o t t : a sense o f h i s t o r i c a l 

a u t h e n t i c i t y , a " b e a u t i f u l l o v e s t o r y , " c o l o u r f u l l o c a l c h a r a c t e r s , 

an i l l u s i o n o f b e l i e v a b i l i t y and i m p a r t i a l i t y , and a s t y l e w h i c h 

was " r a p i d and p i c t u r e s q u e and w e l l s u s t a i n e d . " M o r e o v e r , B e l f o r d ' s 



n o t e d w i t h a s i g h o f r e l i e f t h a t " I n a h i s t o r i c a l romance t h e r e 

i s no room f o r t h a t p s y c h o l o g i c a l t r e a t m e n t w h i c h , f o r good o r 

i l l , a s s e r t s i t s e l f so p r o m i n e n t l y i n the n o v e l - w r i t i n g o f t he 

d a y . " 

Towards t he end o f the c e n t u r y , t h e B r i t i s h r e v i v a l o f 

a d v e n t u r o u s romance s i m p l y r e i n f o r c e d e x i s t i n g Canad ian a s s umpt i on s 

t h a t t he n o v e l s h o u l d be r o m a n t i c . R o b e r t B a r r f ound Susan F r ance s 

H a r r i s o n ' s The F o r e s t o f B o u r g - M a r i e (1899) " a n o t a b l e work o f 

g e n i u s " because i t was a romance w h i c h managed t o do w i t h o u t 

96 
a h e r o i n e . In 1902 The P r i n c e Edward I s l a n d M a g a z i n e , r e v i e w i n g 

C h a r l e s G. D. R o b e r t s ' s B a r b a r a L add , c o n g r a t u l a t e d the a u t h o r 

97 

o f such a " d e l i c i o u s sample o f romance" f o r b e i n g a C a n a d i a n . 

In t h e f a c e o f such ' o v e r w h e l m i n g p r e f e r e n c e f o r r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n , 

t h e arguments o f S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan and he r o c c a s i o n a l f o l l o w e r s 

appea red t o have f o u n d e r e d . I n s t e a d o f i n v o l v i n g t h e m s e l v e s w i t h 

t h e s u b t l e t i e s o f o r d i n a r y c h a r a c t e r s and d a y - t o - d a y l i f e , Canad i an 

n o v e l i s t s p r e f e r r e d t o w r i t e romances o f h i g h a d v e n t u r e , S c o t t ­

l i k e n o v e l s ba sed on E n g l i s h - o r F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n h i s t o r y , o r 

d i d a c t i c d o m e s t i c t a l e s i l l u s t r a t i n g t he romance o f r e a l l i f e . 
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CHAPTER VI 

"THE QUINTESSENCE OF NOVELS AND ROMANCES": 

ROMANCE AND HIGH ADVENTURE 

The book a c c l a i m e d as " t h e f i r s t n a t i v e n o v e l t h a t e v e r 

appea red i n C a n a d a " 1 was J u l i a C a t h e r i n e B e c k w i t h H a r t ' s St:. 

U r s u l a ' s Conven t , o r The Nun o f Canada, w r i t t e n when the a u t h o r 

was o n l y s e v e n t e e n and p u b l i s h e d i n K i n g s t o n i n 1824. A l t h o u g h 

t h i s was a d i s t i n c t l y a m a t e u r i s h p r o d u c t i o n , as t he two Canad i an 

j o u r n a l s w h i c h r e v i e w e d i t q u i c k l y p o i n t e d o u t , f o r t he modern 

c r i t i c S t . " U r s u l a ' s Convent c o n v e n i e n t l y e p i t o m i z e s some o f 

t h e p rob lems w h i c h p u r s u e d Canad ian n o v e l i s t s t h r o u g h o u t t he 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . In h e r z e a l t o awaken B r i t i s h N o r t h Amer ica f : 

f r o m i t s " l o n g n i g h t o f i g n o r a n c e and i n a c t i o n " t o " a dawn o f 

2 

l i t e r a r y i l l u m i n a t i o n , " H a r t c r e a t e d a Canad ian romance w h i c h , 

a c c o r d i n g t o t he Canad i an Magaz i ne and L i t e r a r y R e p o s i t o r y , 

s h o u l d have been t i t l e d "The Q u i n t e s s e n c e o f Nove l s and Romances. " 

H a r t c o n s i d e r e d t h e f o r m o f the n o v e l t o be e n t i r e l y a m a t t e r o f 

p l o t . S e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y a t t e m p t i n g t o w r i t e the f i r s t Canad ian 

n o v e l , she crammed i n t o h e r two s m a l l volumes a mass o f c l i c h e d 

r o m a n t i c s i t u a t i o n s . As t he Canad i an Magaz ine c a u s t i c a l l y commented, 
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We c a n n o t a t t e m p t an a c c o u n t o f t he s t o r y o f t h e c o n v e n t 
o f S t . U r s u l a . There a r e so many p l o t s and u n d e r p l o t s 
i n t h i s t a l e t h a t i t w o u l d r e q u i r e an e x p l a n a t i o n e q u a l 
i n s i z e t o the work i t s e l f , t o convey an a c c u r a t e a c c o u n t 
o f them. The i n c i d e n t s come so t h i c k upon u s ; n a y , 
t h e y a r e th rown i n d u p l i c a t e s , f o r we f i n d two c h i l d r e n 
e x c h a n g e d , two s to rms a t s e a , two d e c e i v i n g o l d ( I 
beg the l a d i e s pa rdon ) young n u r s e s ; a l a d y who, t h i n k i n g 
she has l o s t a l l h e r f a m i l y , r e t i r e s t o a c o n v e n t , 
emerges a g a i n f r om i t s g l oom, and r e t u r n s t o h e r husband 
and c h i l d r e n ; some s c e n e s o f h i g h l i f e i n E n g l a n d , 
b a d l y d e s c r i b e d i t i s t r u e ; a v i c i o u s o l d f r i a r ' s d e a t h ­
bed c o n f e s s i o n o f h i s i n t r i g u e s ; the na r r ow e s cape o f 
a y oung l a d y f r o m a m a r r i a g e w i t h h e r own b r o t h e r ; 
and f i n a l l y , t he w h o l e i s wound up w i t h t h r e e o r f o u r 
m a r r i a g e s , we f o r g e t w h i c h . 4 

H a r t ' s p l o t - h e a v y n a r r a t i v e l e a v e s no s pace t o d e v e l o p c h a r a c t e r 

o r s e t t i n g . M o r e o v e r , t he impetus f o r t h e a c t i o n comes e n t i r e l y 

f r om Eu rope . The main c h a r a c t e r s , a l l f r om u p p e r - c l a s s F r ench 

and E n g l i s h f a m i l i e s , spend a l i m i t e d , i f c o m p l i c a t e d , p e r i o d o f 

t i m e i n Canada s t r a i g h t e n i n g ou t t h e i r t r u e i d e n t i t i e s , and f i n a l l y 

r e t u r n t o l i v e h a p p i l y e v e r a f t e r on t h e i r O l d Wo r l d e s t a t e s . 

Quebec . ' p r o v i de s a t i n g e o f i n d i g e n o u s romance w i t h i t s humb le , 

happy h a b i t a n t s and a c o n n i v i n g J e s u i t p r i e s t . F o r H a r t , as f o r 

l a t e r Canad i an w r i t e r s , t he n o v e l was a European l i t e r a r y f o r m . 

The way t o w r i t e a Canad i an n o v e l was e i t h e r t o f i n d Canad i an 

e q u i v a l e n t s f o r European l i t e r a r y c o n v e n t i o n s - - i n H a r t ' s ca se 

Q u e b e c ' s C a t h o l i c i s m c o n v e n i e n t l y f u r n i s h e d a c o n v e n t and a 

t r e a c h e r o u s p r i e s t — o r t o i m p o r t European c h a r a c t e r s and s i t u a t i o n s 

and s i m p l y impose them on the Canad ian l a n d s c a p e . 

John R i c h a r d s o n e n c o u n t e r e d p rob lems s i m i l a r to t ho se w h i c h 

c on f ounded H a r t ' s e f f o r t s t o e s t a b l i s h t he Canad ian n o v e l . A 

much b e t t e r and more p r o l i f i c w r i t e r than H a r t , and f a r more 
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c o n s c i o u s o f the c o n v e n t i o n s and demands o f f i c t i o n a l f o r m s , 

R i c h a r d s o n was f o r t u n a t e t o f i n d a mento r o f s o r t s i n James 

Fen imore Cooper . R i c h a r d s o n f r e q u e n t l y r e i t e r a t e d h i s a d m i r a t i o n 

5 

f o r Cooper as " t h e f i r s t among Amer i c an a u t h o r s , " and i n H a r d - 

s c r a b b l e (1851) he d e c l a r e d t h a t he had m o d e l l e d Mr. Heywood ' s 

b a ckg r ound on t h a t o f C o o p e r ' s L e a t h e r s t o c k i n g . When R i c h a r d s o n 

w r o t e a new i n t r o d u c t i o n f o r t he 1851 e d i t i o n o f WacOusta , he 

c l a s s e d h i m s e l f w i t h Cooper and c o n g r a t u l a t e d h i m s e l f f o r h a v i n g 

s cooped " t h a t f i r s t o f v i g o r o u s A m e r i c a n n o v e l i s t s " 7 by g r a b b i n g 

t h e t a l e o f the P o n t i a c c o n s p i r a c y f o r h i m s e l f . The e x t e n t t o 

w h i c h C o o p e r ' s w r i t i n g c o l o u r e d R i c h a r d s o n ' s p e r c e p t i o n o f N o r t h 

A m e r i c a i s i n t i m a t e d by R i c h a r d s o n ' s own a c c o u n t o f a v i s i t t o 

t he A l l e g h a n i e s , where 

t h e r e was a w i l d and r o m a n t i c c h a r a c t e r abou t t he 
s c e n e r y t h a t f o r c i b l y i m p r e s s e d the i m a g i n a t i o n . 
The v a r i o u s d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t he p i n e , the c y p r e s s , and 
t he hemlock , iv«wore, amid t he snows t h a t f r i n g e d t h e i r 
boughs as w i t h t r e l l i s wo r k , an appea rance o f l o n e l i n e s s 
and s t e r n n e s s , l e a d i n g one t o e x p e c t , a t e v e r y moment, 
the appea rance o f some savage b e a s t o f p r e y , t h a t , 
emboldened by t he s o l i t u d e w h i c h r e i g n e d a r o u n d , s h o u l d 
f e e l d i s p o s e d t o avenge t he v i o l a t i o n o f i t s p r i v a c y 
by a b o l d and r e s t l e s s a t t a c k upon t he i n t r u d e r . Neve r 
were t h e c h a r a c t e r s i n C o o p e r ' s " L e a t h e r S t o c k i n g " and 
t he " P a t h f i n d e r " more v i v i d l y b r o u g h t b e f o r e my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n . 8 

P o p u l a r l y h a i l e d as t he Ame r i c an W a l t e r S c o t t , Cooper i n c l u d e d 

among h i s a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s t he d i s c o v e r y o f i n d i g e n o u s N o r t h Ame r i c an 

m a t e r i a l s u i t a b l e f o r l i t e r a r y romance. In h i s p r e f a c e s , he e v o l v e d 

a c o h e r e n t t h e o r y o f romance as t he a p p r o p r i a t e mode f o r Ame r i c an 

g 

f i c t i o n ; i n h i s n o v e l s , he c r e a t e d the romance o f the Ame r i c an 

f r o n t i e r . U n l i k e Coope r , R i c h a r d s o n n e v e r w h o l e l y commi t ted h i m s e l f 



t o l i t e r a r y romance. H i s p l o t d e v i c e s , c h a r a c t e r s and use o f 

l anguage a l l a t t e s t t o t he r o m a n t i c q u a l i t y o f h i s i m a g i n a t i o n , 

b u t R i c h a r d s o n f r e q u e n t l y i n t e r j e c t e d a u t h o r i a l a s s e r t i o n s 

a n n o u n c i n g t h a t h i s f i c t i o n a l w r i t i n g was " f o u n d e d on f a c t . " 

T h i s c l i c h e - _° was e a s i l y t o s s e d o f f by n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

n o v e l i s t s , f r e q u e n t l y w i t h o u t s i n c e r i t y and o c c a s i o n a l l y w i t h 

d e l i b e r a t e i r o n y . B u t R i c h a r d s o n ' s e a r n e s t n e s s i n d i c a t e s t h a t t o 

h im i t meant more than a c o n v e n t i o n a l g e s t u r e . 

R i c h a r d s o n ' s r a t h e r p r e c a r i o u s b a l a n c e between romance and 

f a c t u a l i t y appea r s i n h i s f i r s t n o v e l , E c a r t e ( 1 8 2 9 ) , w h i c h i s 

s e t i n Europe b u t c o n t a i n s the p rob lems o f f o r m w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e 

h i s l a t e r , Canad i an f i c t i o n . In the f i r s t volume o f E c a r t e 

R i c h a r d s o n t a k e s c o n s i d e r a b l e p a i n s t o a s s u r e h i s r e a d e r s t h a t 

t h e s t o r y t h e y a r e abou t t o r e ad i s " f o u n d e d p r i n c i p a l l y on f a c t s " : 

Whoever has t a k e n up t h e s e volumes w i t h t he e x p e c t a t i o n 
o f m e e t i n g w i t h a d e t a i l o f more than o r d i n a r y i n c i d e n t s , 
o r d i s c o v e r i n g more than o r d i n a r y p e r f e c t i o n i n t he 
l e a d i n g c h a r a c t e r s , w i l l be d i s a p p o i n t e d . We p r e t e n d 
n o t t o e n t e r t he l i s t s w i t h t h o s e who have the happy 
a r t o f d i v e s t i n g t h e i r he roe s and h e r o i n e s o f a l l t he 
weaknes ses common t o human n a t u r e , and c l o t h i n g them 
i n such b r i l l i a n c y o f w i sdom and v i r t u e s as t o r e n d e r 
i t a t a s k o f d i f f i c u l t y t o d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r t hey 
s h o u l d b e l o n g t o e a r t h o r heaven . The c h a r a c t e r s i n 
o u r s t o r y a r e such as a r e t o be met w i t h e v e r y day , 
and we a r e i n c l i n e d t o hope t h a t we s h a l l n o t be u t t e r l y 
u n s u c c e s s f u l i n o u r a t t e m p t t o r e n d e r them n a t u r a l , 
s i n c e many o f the e v e n t s a r e f u r n i s h e d by o u r own 
e x p e r i e n c e . 1 0 

R i c h a r d s o n ' s c o n v i n c i n g s k e t c h e s o f g a m b l i n g d e n s , P a r i s s lums 

and F r ench p r i s o n s p e r s u a d e d h i s B r i t i s h r e v i e w e r s - - f a v o u r a b l e 

and u n f a v o u r a b l e a l i k e 1 1 ~ t h a t E c a r t e f a c t u a l l y p o r t r a y e d t he 
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i n i q u i t i e s o f r e a l l i f e . Bu t t h e s e moments o f l i t e r a r y v e r s i m i l i t u d e 

a r e bound t o g e t h e r by a most i m p r o b a b l e r o m a n t i c p l o t , r a n g i n g 

f r o m Ken tucky t o I n d i a , and i n c l u d i n g d u e l s , j e a l o u s l o v e r s , 

l i b e r t i n e a r i s t o c r a t s and m i s u s ed ma idens . In E c a r t e , R i c h a r d s o n 

e s t a b l i s h e d t he p a t t e r n he was t o c o n t i n u e i n h i s Canad i an f i c t i o n : 

i n o r d e r t o f i t t he m a t e r i a l he knew t o h i s c o n c e p t i o n o f t he 

r o m a n t i c n o v e l , he s t r u n g t o g e t h e r h i s s e c t i o n s o f j o u r n a l i s t i c 

d e s c r i p t i o n w i t h h i g h l y f a n c i f u l p l o t s and i d e a l i z e d , s t e r e o t y p e d 

c h a r a c t e r s . 

T h i s uneasy c o m b i n a t i o n o f r e a l l i f e and romance appear s 

q u i t e s t r i k i n g l y i n R i c h a r d s o n ' s use o f l a n g u a g e . F r e q u e n t l y 

he awkward l y j u x t a p o s e s c o l l o q u i a l E n g l i s h w i t h the most h i g h -

f l o w n r o m a n t i c o r a t o r y . In E c a r t e , t he c o l l o q u i a l d i a l o g u e o f t he 

g a m b l i n g s cene s c o n t r a s t s s h a r p l y w i t h t h e f o r m a l , h e a v i l y a d j e c t i v a l 

r h e t o r i c o f t he l o v e r s and h e r o i c c h a r a c t e r s . When F r e d e r i c k 

Dormer, the r e f o r m e d gamb le r who becomes young C l i f f o r d ' s g u a r d i a n , 

t e l l s h i s l o n g - l o s t f r i e n d o f h i s p a s t r o m a n t i c a d v e n t u r e s , he 

p r oduce s i m p r o b a b l e u t t e r a n c e s l i k e , "The q u i c k m o t i o n o f my h o r s e 

a g a i n s t a pu re and r e f r e s h i n g a i r , pe r fumed by the v a r i o u s o d i f e r o u s 

p l a n t s and f l o w e r s w h i c h grew i n w i l d l u x u r i a n c e a r o u n d , e n l i v e n e d 

12 

my s p i r i t s and gave ene rgy t o my f e e l i n g s . " In Wau-Nan-Gee 

( 1 8 5 2 ) , one o f R i c h a r d s o n ' s l a s t n o v e l s , C a p t a i n H e a d l e y speaks 

o r d i n a r y E n g l i s h b u t h i s w i f e e x p r e s s e s h e r s e l f o n l y i n the f o r m a l i z e d 

l anguage o f romance. T h e i r c o n v e r s a t i o n s t e n d t o be r a t h e r 

i n c o n g r u o u s a s , f o r e x a m p l e , when M r s . H e a d l e y i n f o r m s h e r husband 



t h a t w i t h i n t he camp o f t he P o t t o w a t o m i e s l u r k s one u n t r u s t w o r t h y 

I n d i a n . H e a d l e y , t he p l a i n - s p e a k i n g s o l d i e r , a sks "What p u r p o s e , 

what m o t i v e , can he have ? " To w h i c h h i s w i f e r e p l i e s , i n s u i t a b l y 

r o m a n t i c s t y l e , "The pu rpo se and m o t i v e t h o s e w h i c h o f t e n make 

t h e g e n t l e t i g e r s , t he t i m i d d a r i n g , t h e i r r e s o l u t e c o n f i r m e d o f 

w i l l - - L o v e . " The p r a c t i c a l H e a d l e y then demands, " L o v e ! 

What l o v e ? whose l o v e ? and what has t h a t t o do w i t h t h e f i d e l i t y 

o f t he P o t t o w a t o m i e s ? " M r s . H e a d l e y e l o q u e n t l y r e s p o n d s , "The 

l o v e o f Wau-Nan-Gee, t h e once g e n t l e and modest son o f W innebeg , 

who, s c a r c e t h r e e months s i n c e , c o u l d n o t gaze i n t o a w h i t e woman's 

eyes w i t h o u t m e l t i n g s o f t n e s s beaming f r om h i s own, and t he r i c h , 

13 

r i p e p e a c h - b l u s h c r i m s o n i n g h i s da rk c h e e k . " 

R i c h a r d s o n ' s d i f f e r e n t l i t e r a r y l anguages o r i g i n a t e i n p a r t 

i n h i s d e s i r e t o match v o i c e t o c h a r a c t e r , a s s i g n i n g o r d i n a r y 

speech t o t h e commoners and p u r p l e p r o s e t o h i s he roes and h e r o i n e s . 

B u t t h e y a r i s e a l s o f r o m a b a s i c c o n f l i c t between h i s own know­

l e d g e o f h i s t o r y and r e a l l i f e , and h i s sense o f t he f o r m a l 

r e q u i r e m e n t s o f f i c t i o n . In s p i t e o f h i s d e s i r e t o make h i s 

name as a n o v e l i s t , R i c h a r d s o n ' s l i t e r a r y g i f t s i n c l i n e d more 

towards a u t o b i o g r a p h y , c h r o n i c l e and t he p r e s e n t a t i o n o f immed ia te 

e x p e r i e n c e than towards t h e deve lopment o f p l o t and c h a r a c t e r , 

and much o f h i s most v i g o r o u s and c o n v i n c i n g w r i t i n g o c c u r s i n h i s 

d e s c r i p t i v e n o n - f i c t i o n . In t h i s n o n - f i c t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y The War 

o f 1812 ( 1 8 4 2 ) , E i g h t Yea r s i n Canada ( 1 8 4 7 ) , and "The S t o r y o f 

a T r i p t o W a l p o l e I s l a n d and P o r t S a r n i a " ( 1 8 4 9 ) 1 4 , R i c h a r d s o n 
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r e v e a l e d h i s c o n c e r n f o r h i s t o r i c a l f i d e l i t y . To h i s a c c o u n t o f 

a c c i d e n t a l l y d i s c o v e r i n g h i s b r o t h e r ' s g r a v e , on h i s r e t u r n t o 

A m h e r s t b u r g , R i c h a r d s o n added , "I r e l a t e t h i s a n e c d o t e c h i e f l y 

w i t h a v i ew t o show how t r u l y i t has been r e l a t e d t h a t the romance 

15 

o f r e a l l i f e i s o f t e n more s t i r r i n g than t h a t o f f i c t i o n . " 

D u r i n g t h e same j o u r n e y , he r e v i s i t e d the s cenes o f Wacousta 

and was d i smayed t o f i n d t h a t h i s t o r y had been f o r g o t t e n and t he 

l o c a l e o f t h e P o n t i a c c o n s p i r a c y had been ab so rbed i n t o t h e 

e x p a n d i n g s e t t l e m e n t s w i t h o u t due r e g a r d f o r " g r o u n d w h i c h had been 

s a n c t i f i e d by t i m e and t r a d i t i o n , and h a l l o w e d by t he s u f f e r i n g s 

o f men r e d u c e d t o t he l a s t e x t r e m i t y , by a savage and v i n d i c t i v e 

enemy. 

When R i c h a r d s o n t u r n e d t o f i c t i o n he f r e q u e n t l y w r o t e ou t o f 

h i s own e x p e r i e n c e , d e s c r i b i n g s c e n e s , b a t t l e s , i n c i d e n t s and 

l a r g e h i s t o r i c a l o c c a s i o n s a t w h i c h he o r p e o p l e he knew had been 

p e r s o n a l l y p r e s e n t , and w h i c h were t h e r e f o r e i n d e e d " f o u n d e d 

on f a c t . " ^ 7 In H a r d s c r a b b l e , he made f i d e l i t y t o h i s t o r y the 

e x c u s e f o r com ic r e l i e f a t a moment o f h i g h t e n s i o n , d e c l a r i n g 

t h a t " N o t h i n g c a n , we c o n c e i v e , be i n w o r s t t a s t e i n a f i c t i t i o u s 

n a r r a t i v e , than t he wanton i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t he l u d i c r o u s upon 

t he s o l e m n , b u t when, i n an h i s t o r i c a l t a l e , t h e s e ex t remes do 

o c c u r f i d e l i t y f o r b i d s t he s u p p r e s s i o n o f the one , l e s t i t s h o u l d 
18 

m a r - t h e e f f e c t o f t he o t h e r . " In h i s i n t r o d u c t i o n t o The  

Canad i an B r o t h e r s ( 1 8 4 0 ) , R i c h a r d s o n s t r e s s e d h i s r e s p e c t f o r 

h i s t o r y when he c o n g r a t u l a t e d h i m s e l f because 
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a l t h o u g h works o f f i c t i o n a r e n o t u s u a l l y d e d i c a t e d 
t o the S o v e r e i g n , an e x c e p t i o n was made i n f a v o u r 
o f t he f o l l o w i n g t a l e , w h i c h i s now f o r t he f i r s t t i m e 
s u b m i t t e d t o t he p u b l i c , and w h i c h , f r o m i t s h i s t o r i c a l 
c h a r a c t e r , was deemed o f s u f f i c i e n t i m p o r t a n c e n o t 
t o be c o n f o u n d e d w i t h mere work s o f f i c t i o n . 

And i n h i s p r e f a c e t o Wau-Nan-Gee, R i c h a r d s o n d e c l a r e d t h a t " t h e 

who l e o f the t e x t app roaches so n e a r l y t o H i s t o r i c a l f a c t , t h a t 

any o t h e r p r e f a c e t han t h a t w h i c h adm i t s t he i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 

b u t one s t r i c t l y f i c t i t i o u s c h a r a c t e r . . . i n t he book, must 

20 

b e , i n a g r e a t d e g r e e , s u p e r e r o g a t o r y . " Y e t t o t r a n s f o r m 

h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s i n t o f i c t i o n , R i c h a r d s o n r e q u i r e d smoo th - t ongued 

g e n t l e m e n , v o l u p t u o u s , s e n t i m e n t a l l a d i e s , i n t r i c a t e , s u s p e n s e f u l 

p l o t s , and s e n s a t i o n a l g o r e . Much o f h i s b e s t and h i s w o r s t w r i t i n g 

i s d i r e c t l y p r o p o r t i o n a l t o t he deg ree t o w h i c h he e i t h e r adhe re s 

t o the i l l u s i o n o f documen t i n g r e a l i t y , o r o v e r - i n d u l g e s i n 

f i c t i o n a l o r n a m e n t a t i o n . A l t h o u g h h i s p l o t s and c h a r a c t e r s a r e 

f r e q u e n t l y p r e p o s t e r o u s , R i c h a r d s o n ' s n o v e l s a r e s a ved f r om u t t e r 

m e d i o c r i t y by h i s a b i l i t y t o c r e a t e a r e m a r k a b l e sense o f immed i acy . 

In h i s b e s t s cene s he b u i l d s up t e n s i o n by d e t a i l i n g o n l y t h e 

p a r t i c u l a r s r e l a t i n g t o t he p r e s e n t moment, r e s e r v i n g e x p l a n a t i o n . 

What t he Athenaeum s a i d o f WacOusta p e r t a i n s t o R i c h a r d s o n ' s f i c t i o n 

as a w h o l e . "The s t o r y i s n o t v e r y c o n s i s t e n t o r p r o b a b l e , " 

i t n o t e d , b u t "The w r i t e r d i s p l a y s no o r d i n a r y s h a r e o f g r a p h i c 

,,21 

power. 

R i c h a r d s o n ' s l a s t n o v e l s , The Monk K n i g h t o f S a i n t John 

( 1 8 5 0 ) , H a r d s c r a b b l e ( 1 8 5 1 ) , Westbrook ( 1 8 5 1 ) , and Wau-Nan-Gee 



( 1 8 5 2 ) , were w r i t t e n d i r e c t l y f o r t he Ame r i c an s e n s a t i o n m a r k e t , 

when he had moved t o New York a f t e r g i v i n g up on h i s e f f o r t s t o 

a c h i e v e r e c o g n i t i o n as a Canad i an n o v e l i s t . I t was i n h i s two 

most o v e r t l y Canad i an n o v e l s , Wacous ta (1832) and The Canad ian 

B r o t h e r s ( 1 8 4 0 ) , t h a t he c o n t i n u e d the q u e s t f e e b l y begun by 

H a r t : t o do f o r Canada what S c o t t had done f o r S c o t l a n d and 

Cooper had done f o r Amer ica 5 , ' , by e s t a b l i s h i n g h i s c o u n t r y ' s 

v a l i d i t y as a l o c a t i o n f o r f i c t i o n , and f o u n d i n g a n a t i o n a l 

l i t e r a r y i d e n t i t y . 

The i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t he 1851 e d i t i o n o f WacOUsta, w r i t t e n 

some n i n e t e e n y e a r s a f t e r t he b o o k ' s o r i g i n a l p u b l i c a t i o n , r e v e a l s 

much about John R i c h a r d s o n ' s c o n c e p t i o n o f the n o v e l as a l i t e r a r y 

f o r m . In t h i s i n t r o d u c t i o n , R i c h a r d s o n f i l l s o u t the h i s t o r i c a l 

b a c kg r ound t o the P o n t i a c c o n s p i r a c y i n d i s t i n c t l y p e r s o n a l t e r m s , 

d e s c r i b i n g t he e x p e r i e n c e s o f h i s m a t e r n a l g r a n d p a r e n t s . F o r 

R i c h a r d s o n , h i s t o r i c a l i m p o r t a n c e a r o s e f r om the i n t e r s e c t i o n o f 

p e r s o n a l h i s t o r y w i t h n a t i o n a l h i s t o r y ; Wacous ta was i n i t i a l l y 

i n s p i r e d by h i s g r a n d m o t h e r , who " u s e d t o e n c h a i n i n my young 

i n t e r e s t by d e t a i l i n g v a r i o u s f a c t s c o n n e c t e d w i t h the s i e g e she 

so w e l l remembered, and i n f u s e d i n t o me a l o n g i n g t o grow up t o 
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manhood t h a t I m i g h t w r i t e a book about i t . " In R i c h a r d s o n ' s 

v i e w , h i s g r a n d m o t h e r ' s t a l e s were i n d e e d " f a c t s , " f o r he c o n s i d e r e d 

h i s t o r y i t s e l f t o be o b j e c t i v e and v e r i f i a b l e . Hence h i s c o n c e r n 

i n t h i s i n t r o d u c t i o n w i t h j u s t i f y i n g "Two o b j e c t i o n s [ w h i c h ] 

have been u r ged a g a i n s t ' W a c o u s t a ' as a c o n s i s t e n t t a l e — t h e 



one i n v o l v i n g an i m p r o b a b i l i t y , t he o t h e r a g e o g r a p h i c a l e r r o r . " 

The i m p r o b a b i l i t y r e l a t e s t o W a c o u s t a ' s a b i l i t y t o e s cape f r om the 

f o r t by c l i m b i n g t he f l a g p o l e w i t h C l a r a i n h i s arms; the g e o ­

g r a p h i c a l e r r o r c o n c e r n s the na r r ownes s o f t he r i v e r S t . C l a i r . 

To t he modern r e a d e r , R i c h a r d s o n ' s a n x i e t y abou t t h e s e two 

r e l a t i v e l y m i n o r components o f a romance composed e n t i r e l y o f 

i m p r o b a b i l i t i e s seems i n c o n s i s t e n t . A l t h o u g h h i s p l o t t a k e s 

g r e a t l i b e r t i e s w i t h the l o g i c o f r e a l l i f e , R i c h a r d s o n f e l t t h a t 

o n l y h i s t a m p e r i n g w i t h geography r e q u i r e d t he e x cu se o f " t h e 

l i c e n s e u s u a l l y a c c o r d e d t o a w r i t e r o f f i c t i o n , i n o r d e r t o g i v e 
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g r e a t e r e f f e c t . D e s p i t e a p p a r e n t d i s c r e p a n c i e s , R i c h a r d s o n ' s 

t h e o r y o f f i c t i o n d i d i n f a c t c o r r e s p o n d t o h i s own p r a c t i c e . 

When he d e c l a r e d t h a t "The s t o r y i s f ounded s o l e l y on t he a r t i f i c e 

o f P o n t i a c t o po s s e s s h i m s e l f o f t h o s e l a s t two B r i t i s h f o r t s . 
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A l l e l s e i s i m a g i n a r y , " he p o s i t e d a c l e a r d i s t i n c t i o n between 

h i s t o r y and i m a g i n a t i o n . On l y a b e r r a t i o n s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t he 

h i s t o r i c a l r e a l i t y o f " t h e a r t i f i c e o f P o n t i a c " r e q u i r e d j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

f o r the " i m a g i n a r y " p o r t i o n s , l i c e n s e was s i m p l y assumed t o be 

t h e a u t h o r ' s r i g h t . 

W i t h i n t he a c t u a l t e x t o f W a c o u s t a , R i c h a r d s o n adds t o t h i s 

d i s t i n c t i o n between h i s t o r i c a l r e a l i t y and i m a g i n a t i o n a d i s t i n c t i o n 

between e m o t i o n a l r e a l i t y and i m a g i n a t i o n . A f t e r Wacous ta capn 

t u r e s C l a r a De H a l d i m a r , M a d e l i n e De H a l d i m a r and S i r E v e r a r d 

V a l l e t o r t , he d i s c o v e r s t h a t E l l e n H a l l o w a y , whom he had a b d u c t e d , 

has been t he w i f e o f two R e g i n a l d Mor tons - - h i m s e l f and h i s 



nephew. R i c h a r d s o n p l o t s t h i s r e m a r k a b l e c o i n c i d e n c e , w h i c h forms 

p a r t o f the " i m a g i n a r y " a c t i o n , w i t h o u t a u t h o r i a l comment. Bu t 

as soon as h i s a t t e n t i o n t u r n s t o t h e l o v e a f f a i r o f C l a r a and 

S i r E v e r a r d , R i c h a r d s o n i n s i s t s t h a t " o u r s i s a t a l e o f s ad 

r e a l i t y . . . . W i t h i n t he bounds o f p r o b a b i l i t y have we, t h e r e -
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f o r e , c o n f i n e d o u r s e l v e s . " T rue t o the t r a d i t i o n o f the n o v e l 

o f s e n s i b i l i t y , R i c h a r d s o n f o u n d i m p r o b a b i l i t y o f p l o t p e r f e c t l y 

a c c e p t a b l e so l o n g as p r o b a b i l i t i e s o f the h e a r t were p r o p e r l y 

r e s p e c t e d . W h i l e R i c h a r d s o n ' s n o v e l s c o n t a i n v e r y l i t t l e o f t he 

e v e r y d a y r e a l i s m a d v o c a t e d by S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan, h i s d e f i n i t i o n 

o f l i t e r a r y r e a l i s m as f i d e l i t y t o h i s t o r y and f i d e l i t y t o emot i on 

a c c o r d s w i t h G o l d w i n S m i t h ' s lamps o f R e a l i t y and I d e a l i t y . 

The n a r r a t i v e s t r u c t u r e o f WacOUsta r e f l e c t s some o f t h e 

d i f f i c u l t i e s R i c h a r d s o n e n c o u n t e r e d i n t r a n s p l a n t i n g an O l d W o r l d 

l i t e r a r y f o rm t o " g r o u n d h i t h e r t o un touched by t he wand o f the 

modern n o v e l i s t " ( I , p. 2 ) . WacOUsta opens i n the b e s i e g e d g a r r i s o n 

o f D e t r o i t , where t he sudden appea rance o f a m y s t e r i o u s s t r a n g e r 

has a m p l i f i e d t he t e n s i o n s a l r e a d y p r o d u c e d by h o s t i l i t i e s between 

t he E n g l i s h and the I n d i a n s . The p l o t i n i t i a l l y appea r s t o be a 

c o l o u r f u l v e r s i o n o f a u n i q u e l y N o r t h Ame r i c an s i t u a t i o n , f o r i t s 

i n c i d e n t s a t f i r s t seem t o a r i s e d i r e c t l y o u t o f the,: h i s t o r i c a l 

e v e n t s s u r r o u n d i n g P o n t i a c ' s r e s i s t a n c e t o t he B r i t i s h . Bu t t he 

u l t i m a t e d i s c o v e r y t h a t t he m y s t e r i o u s v i s i t o r i s R e g i n a l d M o r t o n , 

a l i a s W a c o u s t a , d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t N o r t h A m e r i c a n h i s t o r y forms 

o n l y the f rame o f R i c h a r d s o n ' s n o v e l , on w h i c h he hangs a r o m a n t i c 
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n a r r a t i v e m o t i v a t e d e n t i r e l y by r i v a l r i e s o r i g i n a t i n g i n Eu rope . 

T r a c i n g t h e h i s t o r i c a l r o o t s o f the p l o t o f Wacous ta a l s o r e v e a l s 

t h e l i n e o f l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n t h a t R i c h a r d s o n f o l l o w e d when he 

d e c i d e d t o t r a n s f o r m h i s t o r y i n t o f i c t i o n . 

The immed ia te p r e s e n t o f R i c h a r d s o n ' s p l o t i s t he autumn 

o f 1763. Bu t p a s t h i s t o r i c a l t i m e soon becomes i m p o r t a n t ; when 

t r i e d f o r t r e a s o n , F rank H a l l o w a y p l e a d s h i s l o y a l t y by r e f e r r i n g 

t o e v e n t s i n 1759, when he had s a ved F r e d e r i c k De H a l d i m a r ' s l i f e 

on t he P l a i n s o f Abraham. W h i l e s e r v i n g w i t h W o l f e , F r e d e r i c k 

had been a t t a c k e d by a g i g a n t i c F r ench o f f i c e r , r e a l l y Wacous ta 

i n d i s g u i s e . The c o n n e c t i o n s between Wacous ta and De H a l d i m a r , 

w h i c h a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e d r a m a t i c a b d u c t i o n s and c o n f r o n t a t i o n s 

o f the p r e s e n t p l o t , e x t e n d e a s t w a r d f r o m D e t r o i t t o Quebec t o 

G r e a t B r i t a i n , and back i n t i m e t o t h e J a c o b i t e , . r e b e l l i o n s o f t he 

1 7 4 0 ' s , when bo th men were E n g l i s h o f f i c e r s s t a t i o n e d i n S c o t l a n d . 

F o r h i s " i m a g i n a r y " m a t e r i a l R i c h a r d s o n l o o k e d n o t j u s t t o E n g l a n d , 

by mak ing bo th R e g i n a l d Mo r ton s C o r n i s h m e n , b u t t o S c o t l a n d , 

where t he J a c o b i t e t r o u b l e s b r o u g h t t o g e t h e r t he i l l - f a t e d t r i a n g l e 

o f M o r t o n , De H a l d i m a r and C l a r a B e v e r l e y . B e h i n d C l a r a B e v e r l e y 

l i e s even more S c o t t i s h h i s t o r y ; h e r m i s a n t h r o p i c f a t h e r , " o f 

E n g l i s h name b u t S c o t t i s h c o n n e c t i o n s " ( I I I , p. 2 2 3 ) , had r e ­

t r e a t e d t o h i s H i g h l a n d w i l d e r n e s s Eden a f t e r l o s i n g h i s f o r t u n e 

and h i s w i f e because he had p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the J a c o b i t e r e b e l l i o n 

o f 1715. R i c h a r d s o n ' s r e c o u r s e t o S c o t l a n d f o r the p r i m a r y 

m o t i v a t i o n o f a n o v e l a bou t the P o n t i a c c o n s p i r a c y i n d i c a t e s t h a t 

i n 1832, even a n a t i v e - b o r n Canad ian f ound i t i m p o s s i b l e t o d i v o r c e 
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t he r o m a n t i c nove l f r om i t s c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h W a l t e r S c o t t . 

A l t h o u g h R i c h a r d s o n t u r n e d t o S c o t t ' s t e r r i t o r y f o r the h i s t o r i c a l 

b a c k g r o u n d o f Wacou s t a , h i s a c t u a l method o f a d a p t i n g O ld Wor ld 

l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n s t o N o r t h A m e r i c a drew more h e a v i l y on g o t h i c 

and s e n t i m e n t a l c o n v e n t i o n s t han on t he h i s t o r i c a l n o v e l as 

d e v e l o p e d by S c o t t . S c o t t ' s c h a r a c t e r s a r e u s u a l l y m o t i v a t e d 

by t h e i r p o l i t i c a l and c l a s s a l l e g i a n c e s a t p a r t i c u l a r e r a s o f 

h i s t o r i c a l c r i s i s . B u t i n Wacous ta and The Canad ian B r o t h e r s , 

R i c h a r d s o n ' s p l o t s o f c u r s e s and revenge end up l o s i n g s i g h t o f 

t he h i s t o r i c a l i s s u e s a t hand. H i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s p r o v i d e l o c a l 

c o l o u r and s e n s a t i o n a l e f f e c t , b u t t h e p o l i t i c a l and mora l c l a i m s 

o f t he c o n f l i c t i n g p a r t i e s v i r t u a l l y d i s a p p e a r . ' T h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y 

e v i d e n t i n The Canad i an B r o t h e r s , w h i c h does commence l i k e a 

t r u e h i s t o r i c a l n o v e l . The s cene i s A m h e r s t b u r g , a t t h e b e g i n n i n g 

o f t h e War o f 1812 ( i n w h i c h R i c h a r d s o n h i m s e l f had been a t e e n -

aged s o l d i e r ) . The I n d i a n s , under Tecumseh, a r e g a t h e r i n g t o 

j o i n the B r i t i s h . W i t h i n t h e B r i t i s h camp e x i s t r i v a l r i e s between 

B r i t i s h - b o r n and C a n a d i a n - b o r n s o l d i e r s . A m e r i c a n s , bo t h r e l i a b l e 

and t r e a c h e r o u s , d w e l l on b o t h s i d e s o f t h e b o r d e r . Some B r i t i s h 

d e s e r t e r s have j o i n e d the A m e r i c a n s ; t he B r i t i s h have j u s t c a p t u r e d 

an A m e r i c a n s h i p . A l l i n a l l , R i c h a r d s o n a s semb le s a r i c h a s s o r t ­

ment o f c o n f l i c t s a r i s i n g d i r e c t l y ou t o f n a t i o n a l , p o l i t i c a l 

and c u l t u r a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , b u t t h e wa r soon c e a s e s t o be t h e f o c u s 

o f a t t e n t i o n . The n o v e l d i s s o l v e s i n s t e a d i n t o a g o t h i c t h r i l l e r 

o f p r ophecy and r e v e n g e , as M a t i l d a Montgomery, g r a n d - d a u g h t e r 
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o f E l l e n H a l l o w a y , t r i e s t o imp lement t he c u r s e l a i d by h e r 

g r andmothe r upon t he de s cendan t s o f C o l o n e l De H a l d i m a r . 

In The Canad i an B r o t h e r s , R i c h a r d s o n r e p e a t s t he t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 

o f h i s t o r y i n t o g o t h i c i s m t h a t had o c c u r r e d i n Wacous ta . Wacous ta 

j o i n s P o n t i a c 1 s w a r - p a r t y n o t o u t o f sympathy w i t h t he cause o f 

t he I n d i a n s , b u t t o avenge h i m s e l f on De H a l d i m a r . As a p s e u d o -

I n d i a n , he ou tdoes the n a t i v e s t h e m s e l v e s i n s a v a g e r y - - w i t h 

i n t e r e s t i n g mora l and p s y c h o l o g i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s , as modern c r i t i c s 
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l i k e John Moss p o i n t o u t . What R i c h a r d s o n a c t u a l l y a c h i e v e s 

i n Wacous ta i s n o t an h i s t o r i c a l n o v e l about t he P o n t i a c c o n s p i r a c y 

so much as a romance o f a r c h e t y p a l c o n f l i c t between good and e v i l . 

In the c h a o t i c w i l d e r n e s s o f N o r t h A m e r i c a , t h i s c o n f l i c t encompasses 

s t r a n g e i r o n i e s as Wacou s t a , t h e a p p a r e n t v i l l a i n , t u r n s o u t t o 

be r e m a r k a b l y s y m p a t h e t i c , w h i l e the a p p a r e n t l y good De H a l d i m a r 

t u r n s o u t t o have a l e s s than v i r t u o u s p a s t . 

To a c h i e v e t h i s a r c h e t y p a l i m p a c t , R i c h a r d s o n draws on t he 

t r a d i t i o n o f the l i t e r a t u r e o f e m o t i o n : g o t h i c t e r r o r and s e n t i ­

m e n t a l s ympathy . Bo th C h a r l e s De H a l d i m a r and h i s s i s t e r C l a r a 

a p p e a r t o have wandered i n t o t he N o r t h A m e r i c a n f o r e s t d i r e c t l y 

o u t o f a n o v e l o f s e n s i b i l i t y . C h a r l e s , v e r y much R i c h a r d s o n ' s 

"man o f f e e l i n g , " speaks i n " a c c e n t s o f a l m o s t f e m i n i n e s w e e t n e s s " 

( I , p. 42) and has a r eady t e a r f o r a l l t o u c h i n g o c c a s i o n s . E a r l y 

i n t he n o v e l , when F rank H a l l o w a y d e c l a r e s h i s l o y a l t y t o h i s 

c a p t a i n , " t h e y o u n g , t he g e n e r o u s , the f e e l i n g C h a r l e s De H a l d i m a r " 

i s so moved t h a t he " e v e n shed t e a r s " ( 1 , p. 6 4 ) . Th roughou t 
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Wacous ta " t h e young and s e n s i t i v e De H a l d i m a r " ( I , p. 66) f u l f i l l s 

t h e s t e r e o t y p e o f t he e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y s e n t i m e n t a l h e r o , f r o m 

h i s f a i n t i n g f i t , i l l n e s s and t e a r s when h i s b r o t h e r appear s t o 

have been k i l l e d , t o h i s own murder by W a c o u s t a , who c a p t u r e s 

t h e young man becau se he i s so "Overcome by h i s e m o t i o n " ( I I I , 

p. 300) t h a t he l a c k s the p r e s e n c e o f mind t o f l e e . In a c c o r d a n c e 

w i t h the s t y l e o f the s e n t i m e n t a l n o v e l , R i c h a r d s o n c o n t i n u a l l y 

a n a l y z e s t h e f i n e emot i on s o f C h a r l e s , h i s c l o s e f r i e n d V a l l e t o r t , 

and h i s s i s t e r C l a r a . Even more s e n s i t i v e and d e l i c a t e than h e r 

b r o t h e r , C l a r a f a i n t s as f r e q u e n t l y and c o n v e n i e n t l y as Samuel. 

R i c h a r d s o n ' s C l a r i s s a . As t he i n n o c e n t young v i r g i n p u r s u e d by 

t h e m a l e v o l e n t Wacous ta (whose f e e l i n g s a l s o r e c e i v e d e t a i l e d 

s c r u t i n y when R i c h a r d s o n t r a n s f o r m s h im t o a r a t h e r s y m p a t h e t i c 

c h a r a c t e r r e d r e s s i n g h i s w r o n g s ) , C l a r a l i n k s R i c h a r d s o n ' s use o f 

t h e s e n t i m e n t a l l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n t o ' h i s a d a p t a t i o n s o f Eu ropean 

g o t h i c i s m . 

U n l i k e t h e m a j o r i t y o f n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n 

w r i t e r s o f g o t h i c f i c t i o n , R i c h a r d s o n d i d n o t a v a i l h i m s e l f o f 

t he Roman C a t h o l i c i s m , c r u m b l i n g c ha teau s and demonic f o l k l o r e o f 

Quebec. To f i t t h e g o t h i c w o r l d o f p r ophecy and p o r t e n t , m y s t e r i o u s 

c o i n c i d e n c e s , c o n c e a l e d i d e n t i t i e s and " v i r t u e i n d i s t r e s s " t o 

N o r t h A m e r i c a , R i c h a r d s o n i n v e r t e d some o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n s o f 

European g o t h i c i s m . He changed t he l o c a t i o n o f c o n f i n e m e n t , 

r ape and h o r r o r f r om the c o n v e n t o r t he c a s t l e t o t he l a b y r i n t h i n e 

w i l d e r n e s s . F o r t h e ' d i s p l a c e d Europeans o f W a c o u s t a , "The f o r e s t , 

i n a w o r d , f o r m e d , as i t w e r e , t he gloomy and i m p e n e t r a b l e w a l l s 



187 

o f t he p r i s o n - h o u s e " ( I I , p. 2 3 7 ) . I n s t e a d o f s a f e t y o c c u r r i n g 

i n e s c ape f r o m the f o r t r e s s i n t o t he o u t e r w o r l d , t he o n l y r e f u g e 

f r om the t e r r o r s o f R i c h a r d s o n ' s h o s t i l e w i l d e r n e s s l i e s w i t h i n 

t he g a r r i s o n ; R i c h a r d s o n t r a n s f o r m e d t he c l a u s t r o p h o b i a w h i c h 

an ima te s most Eu ropean g o t h i c i s m i n t o a g r o p h o b i a : f e a r o f unknown, 

u n c i v i l i z e d s p a c e . W i t h i n t h i s s p a c e , " t h e d a r k , dense f o r e s t " 

( I I , p. 2 3 5 ) , I n d i a n s , t h e " c u n n i n g and m i d n i g h t enemy" ( I , 

p. 3 1 ) , r e p l a c e mad monks and d i s s o l u t e a r i s t o c r a t s as t h e p e r s o n -
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i f i c a t i o n o f danger and p e r s e c u t i o n . In t h e New W o r l d , v i r t u e 

i s l e s s a s s u r r e d o f t r i u m p h than i t was i n t he O l d ; Wacous ta 

s u c c e s s f u l l y and b r u t a l l y d e s t r o y s C h a r l e s and C l a r a De H a l d i m a r , 

t he two c h a r a c t e r s most r e d o l e n t o f t he O l d W o r l d c u l t o f 

s e n s i b i l i t y . 

R i c h a r d s o n ' s g o t h i c i s m g e n e r a t e d t h e t h i r d o f h i s l i t e r a r y 

s t y l e s . In a d d i t i o n t o h i s h i g h r o m a n t i c r h e t o r i c and h i s s t r a i g h t ­

f o r w a r d d o c u m e n t a t i o n , R i c h a r d s o n f r e q u e n t l y i n d u l g e d h i s p enchan t 

f o r p o r n o g r a p h i c and go ry s e n s a t i o n a l i s m . F a r , r e m o v e d f r o m t h e 

g e n t e e l l anguage o f W a l t e r S c o t t , R i c h a r d s o n ' s l u r i d t ouche s c l o s e l y 

r e s emb le t he s t y l e o f "Monk" L e w i s . From t h e s cene i n E c a r t e 

(1829) when De F o r s a c t r i e s t o rape A d e l i n e , t o h i s sensuous d e s ­

c r i p t i o n o f a b u l l e t b e i n g removed f r o m Mrs. H e a d l e y ' s " m a g n i f i c e n t " 

arm i n Wau-Nan-Gee ( 1 8 5 2 ) , R i c h a r d s o n m a i n t a i n e d a l u s t y i n t e r e s t 

i n v i o l e n c e and i n n a t u r a l and u n n a t u r a l s e x u a l i t y t h a t r e c e i v e d 

i t s apogee i n The Monk K n i g h t o f S a i n t John ( 1 8 5 0 ) . In Wacousta^ 

d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n s o f b l o o d and m u t i l a t i o n abound, as i n t h e 
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e a r l y d i s c o v e r y o f H a r r y D o n e l l a n ' s body , w i t h i t s " s c a l p l e s s 

crown c o m p l e t e l y s a t u r a t e d i n i t s own c l o t t e d b l o o d and o o z i n g 

b r a i n s " ( I , p. 1 02 ) . R i c h a r d s o n ' s d e p i c t i o n o f mad E l l e n H a l l o w a y 

u n i t e d h i s f a s c i n a t i o n w i t h " r e e k i n g c o r p s e s " w i t h h i s d e l i g h t 

i n the f e m a l e f o r m : 

Her l o n g f a i r h a i r was w i l d and s t r e a m i n g , h e r f e e t and 
l e g s and arms were n a k e d , and one s o l i t a r y and s c a n t y 
garment d i s p l a y e d r a t h e r t han c o n c e a l e d t he symmetry 
o f h e r d e l i c a t e p e r s o n . She f l e w t o t he f a t a l b r i d g e , 
th rew h e r s e l f on t he body o f h e r b l e e d i n g hu sband , and 
i m p r i n t i n g h e r warm k i s s e s on h i s b l o o d y l i p s , f o r a 
moment o r two p r e s e n t e d t h e image o f one whose r e a s o n 
has f l e d f o r e v e r . S udden l y she s t a r t e d f r om t h e e a r t h ; 
h e r f a c e , h e r hand s , and h e r garments so s a t u r a t e d w i t h 
t h e b l o o d o f h e r husband t h a t a f e e l i n g o f h o r r o r 
c r e p t t h r o u g h t h e v e i n s o f a l l who b e h e l d h e r ( I , p. 2 7 7 ) . 

The 1851 v e r s i o n o f Wacou s t a , e d i t e d i n the i n t e r e s t o f g e n t i l i t y 

as w e l l as b r e v i t y , m o d i f i e d much o f t he b lasphemous l anguage and 

o v e r t s e x u a l i t y o f t he o r i g i n a l t e x t . A l s o c u t were t h e words 

w h i c h c o n c l u d e t h e above s c e n e , when Wacous ta c a r r i e s E l l e n 

H a l l o w a y away f r o m the c o r p s e o f h e r hu sband , p r e s s i n g " h i s l i p s 

t o h e r s , y e t r e d and m o i s t w i t h b l o o d s p o t s f r om t h e wounds o f 

h e r husband " ( I , p. 2 7 9 ) . 

A c l o s e c o m p a r a t i v e s t u d y o f the 1832 and 1851 e d i t i o n s o f 

WacOUsta w o u l d r e v e a l i n d e t a i l t he e v o l u t i o n o f p o p u l a r l i t e r a r y 

t a s t e towards t he m i d d l e o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . R i c h a r d s o n 

o r i g i n a l l y w r o t e h i s t h r e e - v o l u m e n o v e l f o r B r i t i s h r e a d e r s , and 

i n c l u d e d much backg r ound i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h he d e l e t e d when he 

p r e p a r e d h i s one -vo lume Amer i c an e d i t i o n . To p roduce a f a s t e r 

paced n a r r a t i v e , he a l s o c u t many pa s sages o f a u t h o r i a l r e f l e c t i o n . 



To c o n f o r m w i t h p r o p r i e t y , he r e p l a c e d a l l r e l i g i o u s oa th s w i t h 

l e s s o f f e n s i v e p h r a s e s : "damned" became " d d , " " J a s u s " 

became " g r a c i o u s , " "damn" became " h a n g , " and so on . A l s o d e l e t e d 

were many pa s sage s e x a m i n i n g t h e emot i on s o f t h e c h a r a c t e r s , 

d e s c r i p t i o n s o f p h y s i c a l e x p r e s s i o n s o f p a s s i o n , o b v i o u s l y homo­

s e x u a l s cenes between C h a r l e s De H a l d i m a r and S i r E v e r a r d V a l l e t o r t , 

and ex t r eme examp le s o f go ry s e n s a t i o n a l i s m . The u l t i m a t e r e s u l t 

was t o remove f r o m Wacous ta many o f i t s l i n k s w i t h t h e c o n v e n t i o n s 

o f e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y s e n s i b i l i t y and g o t h i c h o r r o r , b r i n g i n g i t 

somewhat c l o s e r t o t he wholesome V i c t o r i a n Romance o f h i g h a d v e n t u r e 

and t o t he p r i n c i p l e s e n u n c i a t e d i n G o l d w i n S m i t h ' s seven "Lamps 

o f F i c t i o n . " 

John R i c h a r d s o n ' s f o r m u l a f o r Canad ian f i c t i o n was t o f ound 

h i s n o v e l s upon a c t u a l h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s , t h e r e b y f u l f i l l i n g 

h i s need f o r R e a l i t y . He then s a t i s f i e d h i s d e s i r e f o r romance 

by g r a f t i n g on t o h i s t o r y v a r i o u s e l e m e n t s f r om European n o v e l i s t i c 

t r a d i t i o n s : S c o t t i s h c o l o u r , h i g h . l i f e a d v e n t u r e , the c u l t o f 

s e n s i b i l i t y and g o t h i c t e r r o r . A l t h o u g h h i s o s t e n s i b l e o b j e c t 

was t o p r e s e r v e Canad i an h i s t o r y , h i s d e f i n i t i o n o f t he n o v e l 

r e q u i r e d so much e x t r a v a g a n t a d v e n t u r e t h a t i n h i s books t he 

t r a p p i n g s o f romance c o m p l e t e l y overshadow any modern sen se o f 

r e a l i s m . F o r t u n a t e l y R i c h a r d s o n was enough o f a l i t e r a r y a r t i s t 

t o p r oduce f i c t i o n t h a t t oday i s s t i l l q u i t e r e a d a b l e and e x c i t i n g , 

d e s p i t e i t s f r e q u e n t e x c e s s e s . 

Mos t Canad i an w r i t e r s who a l s o d e f i n e d the n o v e l as t h e 
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n a r r a t i o n o f r o m a n t i c h i g h a d v e n t u r e f a i l e d t o match R i c h a r d s o n ' s 

d i s t i n c t i v e , a l b e i t l i m i t e d , s u c c e s s . One o f t he more d i s a s t r o u s 

c o m p o s i t i o n s was S t . Geo rge : o r The Canad i an League , w r i t t e n 

by W i l l i a m C h a r l e s McK i nnon , a Nova S c o t i a n Wes leyan m i n i s t e r , 

and p u b l i s h e d i n H a l i f a x i n 1852. McK innon s e t s h i s n o v e l a t 

the t i m e o f t h e 1837 r e b e l l i o n , p r e f a c i n g i t w i t h documentary 

e v i d e n c e t h a t a s e c r e t r e v o l u t i o n a r y l e ague had a c t u a l l y e x i s t e d . 

B u t t he e v e n t s o f h i s f i c t i o n have n o t h i n g t o do w i t h h i s t o r y , 

w h i c h s e r v e s m e r e l y as an e x cu se f o r a b a d l y w r i t t e n sequence o f 

i n c r e d i b l e c r i m e s and r u s e s , p e r f o r m e d by a v i l l a i n s p e c i a l i z i n g 

i n d i s g u i s e and h y p n o t i s m ( c a l l e d " m a g n e t i s m " o r " b i o l o g y " ) . 

M c K i n n o n ' s n o v e l i s a l l p l o t , and t h a t p l o t i s h o p e l e s s l y e n t a n g l e d . 

As The P r o v i n c i a l r e m a r k e d , 

I t w o u l d r e q u i r e a v e r y p e c u l i a r mind t o f o l l o w t h i s 
s t o r y t h r o u g h a l l i t s w i n d i n g s and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s . 
Where romance can be e x t e n d e d no f u r t h e r , t h e A u t h o r 
then s t e p s i n w i t h B i o l o g y , and e v e r y d i f f i c u l t y and 
i m p o s s i b i l i t y i s r e n d e r e d ea s y and p r a c t i c a b l e . 

S i m i l a r l y ma r r ed by i t s a u t h o r ' s a s s u m p t i o n t h a t the n o v e l 

must c o n t a i n a s i g n i f i c a n t q u a n t i t y o f r o m a n t i c a d v e n t u r e was 

L. S. H u n t i n g d o n ' s P r o f e s s o r Conan t : A S t o r y o f E n g l i s h and 

A m e r i c a n S o c i a l and P o l i t i c a l L i f e ( 1 8 8 4 ) . A Canad ian p o l i t i c i a n , 

H u n t i n g d o n d e d i c a t e d h i s s t o r y o f B r i t i s h / A m e r i c a n r app rochemen t 

t o G o l d w i n S m i t h . L i k e S m i t h , he b e l i e v e d t h a t romance was t he 

a p p r o p r i a t e mode f o r Canad ian f i c t i o n . C o n s e q u e n t l y h i s n o v e l 

c o n s i s t s o f pa s sages o f s e r i o u s p o l i t i c a l d i s c o u r s e l i n k e d t o g e t h e r 

by a p l o t i n v o l v i n g amorous m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s , a k i d n a p p i n g , a 



s h i p w r e c k , s e v e r a l d e a t h s , i n s a n i t y , a r e t r e a t t o a c o n v e n t , and 

a happy wedd i n g o f s y m b o l i c s i g n i f i c a n c e between an u p p e r - c l a s s 

B r i t i s h p o l i t i c i a n and an Ame r i c an g i r l . 

D i c k H a r r i s o n ' s r e c e n t , w e l l - d o c u m e n t e d s u r v e y o f "The B e g i n n i n g 

o f P r a i r i e F i c t i o n " i n d i c a t e s t h a t d u r i n g t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 

t he West f a r e d as b a d l y as t he r e s t o f Canada i n t h e hands o f 

r o m a n t i c n o v e l i s t s who took t h e i r f o r m f r o m S c o t t and Coope r , 

and s i m p l y used w e s t e r n s e t t i n g s f o r " t h e w o r k i n g o u t o f o l d 
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w o r l d o r e a s t e r n d r eams . " T h e i r a t t i t u d e s r anged f r o m J . E. 

C o l l i n s ' s u t t e r con tempt f o r g e o g r a p h i c a l a c c u r a c y , t o Agnes 

L a u t ' s l a b o u r e d e f f o r t s t o u n i t e e a r l y h i s t o r y w i t h f a n c i f u l 

a d v e n t u r e s . C o l l i n s d i d A r c h i b a l d Lampman a g r e a t d i s s e r v i c e 

by d e d i c a t i n g t o h im A n n e t t e the M e t i s Spy ( 1 8 8 6 ) . A c c o r d i n g t o 

C o l l i n s , t h i s v i c i o u s a t t a c k on L o u i s R i e l " l a y s no c l a i m t o v a l u e 

o r a c c u r a c y i n i t s d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t he N o r t h - W e s t T e r r i t o r i e s . " 

Neve r h a v i n g v i s i t e d t h e w e s t , C o l l i n s c h e e r f u l l y a d m i t t e d t o 

h a v i n g 

a r r a n g e d t h e geography o f t h e T e r r i t o r i e s t o s u i t my 
own c o n v e n i e n c e s . I speak o f p l a c e s t h a t no o n e . w i l l 
be a b l e t o f i n d upon maps Of t he p r e s e n t o r the f u t u r e . 
Wherever I want a v a l l e y o r a swamp, I p u t t he same; 
and I have t a ken the same l i b e r t y w i t h r e s p e c t t o h i l l s 
o r w a t e r f a l l s . The b i r d s , and i n some i n s t a n c e s t h e 
p l a n t s and f l o w e r s o f t h e p r a i r i e s , I have a l s o made 
t o o r d e r . 

C o l l i n s a l s o made t o o r d e r p l o t and c h a r a c t e r , c o n c o c t i n g .a. b r e a t h ­

l e s s sequence o f chases and c a p t u r e s u n i f i e d o n l y by t he l u s t s 

and m i sdeeds o f the h o r r e n d o u s l y e v i l R i e l . 1 , 



In c o n t r a s t , Agnes L a u t ' s L o rd s o f the N o r t h ( 1 9 0 0 ) , a b o u t 
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" t h e days o f gen t l eman a d v e n t u r e r s i n n o - m a n ' s - l a n d , " r e p r e s e n t s 

a t h o r o u g h l y s i n c e r e a t t e m p t t o c a s t Wes te rn h i s t o r y i n the mou ld 

o f S c o t t - l i k e h i s t o r i c a l romance. D e s p i t e L a u t ' s c a r e f u l r e s e a r c h , 

i n h e r book romance c o m p l e t e l y overshadows r e a l i t y because she 

i n s i s t e n t l y m e d i e v a l i z e s e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canada. Her 

good c h a r a c t e r s bask i n the g low o f S m i t h ' s lamp o f C h i v a l r y , and 

h e r h i g h l y c o m p l i c a t e d i n t r i g u e d i s t r a c t s f r o m h e r o c c a s i o n a l l y 

r e a l i s t i c p e r c e p t i o n s o f f r o n t i e r l i f e . 

Many o f t he s t o r i e s s e r i a l i z e d i n n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian 

p e r i o d i c a l s i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e i r a u t h o r s , l i k e McK i nnon , Hun t i n gdon 

and C o l l i n s , c o n c e i v e d o f t he f o r m o f t h e r o m a n t i c n o v e l p r i m a r i l y 

as p l o t , and t hen l o s t c o n t r o l o f t h e i r p l o t s ' c o m p l e x i t i e s . 

One t a l e w h i c h commenced p r o m i s i n g l y , o n l y t o l o s e i t s f o c u s , 

was John George B o u r i n o t ' s " M a r g u e r i t e , a T a l e o f F o r e s t L i f e 
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i n t h e New D o m i n i o n " ( 1 8 7 0 ) . An e x p e r i e n c e d w r i t e r o f n o n -

f i c t i o n , and w e l l v e r s e d i n Canad i an h i s t o r y , B o u r i n o t t r i e d t o 

d r a m a t i z e the c o n f l i c t s between the E n g l i s h , t he F r ench and t he 

I n d i a n s i n Nova S c o t i a i n 1757. U n f o r t u n a t e l y h i s r e s t r a i n e d , 

c l e a r n a r r a t i v e s t y l e f a i l s t o c a r r y h i s m e l o d r a m a t i c i n t r i g u e . 

T h i s c o n s i s t s o f a web o f c h a s e s , i n v o l v i n g a k i d n a p p e d g i r l who 

e v e n t u a l l y r e t u r n s t o he r f a m i l y , h e r b r o t h e r , who pu r s ue s an 

A c a d i a n spy who i s a l s o an I n d i a n c h i e f , and an E n g l i s h o f f i c e r 

who i s c a p t u r e d and r e - c a p t u r e d by h o s t i l e I n d i a n s , and r e s c u e d 

and r e - r e s c u e d by a m y s t e r i o u s I n d i a n m a i d e n , u n t i l he f i n a l l y 



m a r r i e s M a r g u e r i t e , the nomina l h e r o i n e o f the p i e c e . " M a r g u e r i t e " 

appea r s t o have been B o u r i n o t ' s o n l y v e n t u r e i n t o e x t e n d e d p r o s e 

f i c t i o n . In h i s s h o r t s t o r i e s he c o n f i n e d h i m s e l f t o t i g h t e r 

p l o t s , w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l y more s u c c e s s . A l t h o u g h t h e s e t a l e s a r e 

a l l s e t i n Quebec, t h e i r a c t i o n depends more upon t he l a r g e r 

t r a d i t i o n o f t he m y s t e r y s t o r y than upon s p e c i f i c a l l y F r e n c h -

Canad i an g o t h i c c o l o u r i n g . The f i r s t , "The M y s t e r y a t Cha teau 
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des Ormeaux" (1869) , i n c l u d e s a s l e e p w a l k e r who r e v e a l s B o u r i n o t ' 

d e b t t o W i l k i e C o l l i n s . The o t h e r s a l s o d e r i v e f r om the p o p u l a r 

c o n v e n t i o n s o f m y s t e r y and s u s p e n s e : "The O l d J a p a n e s e C a b i n e t " 
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(1877) c o n t a i n s a s e c r e t d r a w e r f u l l o f c r u c i a l deeds and p a p e r s ; 

36 

" S t o r i e s We Heard Among t he P i n e s " (1872) t e l l o f g ho s t s and 

m u r d e r s ; an o l d d i a r y r e v e a l s "What Happened a t Beaumano i r One 

C h r i s t m a s E v e . " ( 1 8 7 0 ) . 3 7 

The p a t t e r n o f s u c c e s s and f a i l u r e p r e s e n t e d by B o u r i n o t ' s 

i n f r e q u e n t e x e r c i s e s i n f i c t i o n r e p r e s e n t s t he g e n e r a l f a t e o f 

n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an w r i t e r s who a t t e m p t e d t he romance o f 

h i g h a d v e n t u r e . When t hey t r i e d t o compose f u l l - l e n g t h n a r r a t i v e s 

ba sed on e x c i t i n g p l o t s u s i n g e x o t i c Canad ian m a t e r i a l , t h e i r 

e n t h u s i a s m u s u a l l y overwhe lmed t h e i r judgment as t h e y crammed 

t h e i r n o v e l s w i t h as much e x t r a v a g a n c e as t h e y c o u l d m u s t e r . 

B u t when t h e y r e s t r i c t e d t h e m s e l v e s t o s h o r t e r f i c t i o n a l f o r m s , 

f r e q u e n t l y t he m y s t e r y t a l e m o d e l l e d on P o e , t h e y c o n c e n t r a t e d 

i n s t e a d on b e l i e v a b i l i t y , mak ing a Canada in town o r r u r a l a r e a 

t he s cene o f one u n i f i e d a c t i o n . S t o r i e s l i k e "A N i g h t o f T e r r o r 
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i n t h e Backwoods o f Canada" ( 1 8 7 2 ) ° ° , "The S e c r e t P a s s a g e ; a 

t a l e o f O t tawa C i t y " ( 1 8 8 2 ) 3 9 , "A G h o s t l y W a r n i n g " ( 1 8 7 8 ) 4 0 , 

"My G r a n d f a t h e r ' s Ghos t S t o r y " ( 1 8 7 8 ) 4 1 , and John C h a r l e s D e n t ' s 

"The G e r r a r d S t r e e t M y s t e r y " and "The Haunted House on Duchess 
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S t r e e t " (1888) p r o v e d t h a t Canada c o u l d h o l d h e r own as a l o c a t i o n 

f o r e f f e c t i v e t a l e s o f t e r r o r , c r i m e , s u spen se and e n c o u n t e r s 

w i t h t he unknown. 

T h a t i t was p o s s i b l e t o b r i d g e t he gap between r e a l l i f e 

and l i t e r a r y romance i n a l o n g n a r r a t i v e was e v i d e n c e d by W i l l i a m 

McLennan ' s c o m p e t e n t l y w r i t t e n S p a n i s h John ( 1 8 9 8 ) . T h i s n o v e l 

i s a c t u a l l y an expanded v e r s i o n o f a t w o - p a r t memoir composed 

by C o l o n e l John M c D o n e l l some t i m e b e f o r e h i s dea th a t C o r n w a l l 

i n 1810, and p u b l i s h e d i n t he C a n a d i a n Magaz ine and L i t e r a r y Re ­ 

p o s i t o r y i n 1825. McLennan s t i c k s c l o s e l y t o M c D o n e l l ' s d e t a i l s 

o f h i s y o u t h f u l a d v e n t u r e s i n t he S p a n i s h C a t h o l i c a rmy, s t r i v i n g 

t o r e i n s t a t e t he deposed S t u a r t s . He m a i n t a i n s t h e s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d 

n a r r a t i v e v o i c e o f t he o r i g i n a l v e r s i o n , and b o l s t e r s i t s u n s t r u c t u r e d 

p l o t by a d d i n g s u b p l o t s i n v o l v i n g f r e q u e n t r e a p p e a r a n c e s o f 

c h a r a c t e r s who f i g u r e o n l y o c c a s i o n a l l y i n t h e . o r i g i n a l t e x t . 

Even when McLennan adds a d i d a c t i c i n c i d e n t , when McDone l l p l a y s 

good S a m a r i t a n and i s c o n s e q u e n t l y r e w a r d e d , the mora l i m p l i c a t i o n s 

rema in u n o b s t r u s i v e . The r e s u l t i s a r e s t r a i n e d and o c c a s i o n a l l y 

c o m p e l l i n g t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f an e a r l y Canad ian document i n t o 

f i c t i o n a l romance. 

By c h o o s i n g t o w r i t e r o m a n t i c n o v e l s s t r u c t u r e d on i m p r o b a b l e 



195 

and e x t r a v a g a n t i n c i d e n t s and r e f l e c t i n g t h e i n f l u e n c e o f S i r 

W a l t e r S c o t t , R i c h a r d s o n , McK i nnon , H u n t i n g d o n , C o l l i n s , L a u t , 

McLennan and o t h e r s wo rked d e l i b e r a t e l y w i t h i n one o f the m a j o r 

fo rms w h i c h dom ina ted Canad i an p r o s e f i c t i o n t h r o u g h o u t t he n i n e ­

t e e n t h c e n t u r y . T h e i r main c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the deve l opment o f a 

n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e l a y i n d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h a t Canada c o u l d s u p p l y 

s u i t a b l y e x c i t i n g s i t u a t i o n s ; many o t h e r Canad i an w r i t e r s and 

e d i t o r s l o o k e d o u t s i d e Canada f o r such m a t e r i a l . In the f i r s t 

h a l f o f t h e c e n t u r y , Canad i an p e r i o d i c a l s r e f l e c t e d the p o p u l a r 

t a s t e f o r e x o t i c l i t e r a t u r e by p u b l i s h i n g e l e g a n t s t o r i e s w i t h 

remote s e t t i n g s i n space and t i m e . E s p e c i a l l y a t t r a c t i v e were 

O r i e n t a l and A r a b i c t a l e s , o r t h o s e s e t i n m e d i e v a l o r h i s t o r i c 

Eu rope . The A c a d i a n Magaz i ne s e l e c t e d f r o m B r i t i s h p e r i o d i c a l s 

s t o r i e s l o c a t e d i n m e d i e v a l I t a l y , R e n a i s s a n c e B r i t a i n , g o t h i c 

Germany, o r A r a b i a . In t he A c a d i a n , s h o r t f i c t i o n by Canad ian s 

f r e q u e n t l y con fo rmed t o t h e e x o t i c p a t t e r n , such as John T e m p l e d o n ' s 

" A l m a n z o r the Moor; o r ? The F a l l o f G r anada . A T a l e o f t h e F i f t e e n t h 
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C e n t u r y , " and t he anonymous " F i t z A u b e r t . A T a l e o f t he Times 

44 
o f the Commonwealth. " The Canad i an Magaz ine a l s o app ro ved o f 

t a l e s o f e x o t i c a d v e n t u r e , p u b l i s h i n g i t e m s l i k e "The P i r a t e ' s 

45 
T r e a s u r e " , "The C a v a l i e r i n F r a n c e . A T a l e o f t he S e v e n t e e n t h 

46 47 
C e n t u r y " and "The B l e e d i n g H e a r t . " Susanna Moodie f r e q u e n t l y 

t u r n e d t o t h e e x o t i c t a l e ; one o f h e r f i r s t p i e c e s t o appea r i n 

Canada was " A c h b o r : An O r i e n t a l T a l e , " f i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n t he 

Canad i an L i t e r a r y Magaz i ne i n 1833 and l a t e r r e p r i n t e d i n t he 



V i c t o r i a Magaz i ne . She c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d 

many p i e c e s l i k e "The Roya l E l e c t i o n . A T a l e o f t he O lden Times 
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- - B o r r o w e d f r o m t h e E a r l y H i s t o r y o f P o l a n d . " In a d d i t i o n t o 

t h e M o o d i e s 1 wo r k , the V i c t o r i a Magaz ine p u b l i s h e d p o l i t e , e x o t i c 

s t o r i e s by S u s a n n a ' s s i s t e r , Agnes S t r i c k l a n d . Even C a t h a r i n e 

P a r r T r a i l l , who f r e q u e n t l y d e p r e c a t e d f a n c i f u l l i t e r a t u r e , p u b l i s h e d 

t a l e s o f r e m o t e , r o m a n t i c a d v e n t u r e such as " S t . M a r g a r e t ' s 
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M i n s t e r " and "The Doge ' s Daugh te r . A T a l e o f V e n i c e . " 

By m id c e n t u r y , t h e t a s t e f o r the e l e g a n t t a l e had d e c l i n e d 

b u t t h a t f o r h i g h a d v e n t u r e r ema i ned s t r o n g . The A n g l o - A m e r i c a n ' s 

s t o r i e s - - u s u a l l y anonymous and p r e sumab l y s e l e c t e d f r o m B r i t i s h ' 
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p e r i o d i c a l s - - t e n d e d t o be more r e a l i s t i c i n t one t han t h o s e 

o f t h e G a r l a n d . They f r e q u e n t l y c o n c e r n e d d o m e s t i c l i f e o r t he 

e x c i t e m e n t o f t he h i g h s e a s , b u t t h e i r s e t t i n g s were u s u a l l y 

European and t h e i r i n t e r e s t a r o s e f r o m t h e i r t e n s e , i m p r o b a b l e 

p l o t s . In the 1870 ' s . and 1 8 8 0 ' s Be l f o r d ' s , R o s e - B e l ford ' s and 

t he Canad i an M o n t h l y d i s a p p r o v e d o f o v e r t s e n s a t i o n a l i s m , b u t 

t h e i r s t o r i e s o f I n d i a and Europe i n d i c a t e t h e i r a p p r o v a l o f w h o l e ­

some a d v e n t u r e i n d i s t a n t l o c a t i o n s . 

The l a t e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p o p u l a r r e v i v a l o f e x o t i c romance 

e n c o u r a g e d Canad i an w r i t e r s i n t e r e s t e d i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n 

t o l o o k o u t s i d e t h e i r own t ime and c o u n t r y f o r a p p r o p r i a t e s u b j e c t s . 

G i l b e r t P a r k e r and R o b e r t B a r r bo th p r o f i t e d f r o m t h i s m a r k e t , 

c r e a t i n g a number o f n o v e l s w h o l l y u n r e l a t e d t o Canada. In a d d i t i o n 

t o h i s Canad i an s t o r i e s , P a r k e r w r o t e r o m a n t i c a l l y abou t the 
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J e r s e y I s l a n d d u r i n g N a p o l e o n i c t ime s i n The B a t t l e o f the 

S t r o n g ( 1 8 9 8 ) , E l i z a b e t h a n E n g l a n d i n A L a d d e r o f Swords (1904) 

and Egyp t i n Donovan Pasha (1902) and The Weavers ( 1 9 0 7 ) . B a r r ' s 

r o m a n t i c n o v e l s were c e r t a i n l y d i r e c t e d more towards e x p l o i t i n g 

t h e f i n a n c i a l p o t e n t i a l o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e 

b e s t - s e l l e r m a r k e t t h a n towards e s t a b l i s h i n g a Canad ian l i t e r a t u r e . 

He e x h a u s t e d h i s Canad i an i n t e r e s t i n In t he M i d s t o f A l a rms 

(1893) and The Measure o f t he R u l e ( 1 9 0 6 ) , and i n t he r e s t o f 

h i s books c a t e r e d t o the p u b l i c t a s t e f o r European d e t e c t i v e 

s t o r i e s , m e d i e v a l F r e n c h and German h i s t o r y , and t a l e s o f A m e r i c a n 

newspaper l i f e and f i n a n c i a l i n t r i g u e . In t h e s e ephemera l n o v e l s 

Canada t u r n s up o c c a s i o n a l l y - - as a l o c a t i o n f o r f i s h i n g t r i p s • 

i n The Tempestuous P e t t i c o a t ( 1 9 0 0 ) , as a s a f e p l a c e ( a c r o s s t h e 

b o r d e r ) t o s t o r e p r o f i t s f r o m A m e r i c a n s p e c u l a t i v e v e n t u r e s i n 

The G i r l i n t he Case ( 1 9 1 0 ) , and as t h e s i t e o f - a mine f o r ' . w h i c h 

i n t r i g u i n g A m e r i c a n and B r i t i s h i n v e s t o r s engage i n c u t t h r o a t 

c o m p e t i t i o n i n A Woman I n t e r v e n e s ( 1 8 9 5 ) . B a r r ' s numerous h i s t o r i c a l 

romances a r e c o m p l e t e l y u n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e f r o m the p r o d u c t i o n s 

o f B r i t i s h p o p u l a r w r i t e r s , f o r whom "The r e c i p e was a lway s t h e 

same, t h e F r a n c e o f Henry IV , E i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y E n g l a n d , t he 

E l i z a b e t h a n s , t he S c o t t i s h C o v e n a n t e r s , a h e r o i n e i n d i s t r e s s , a 

h e r o shabby i n c l o t h i n g , cou rageous and d e f i a n t , a d v e n t u r e s h o t 
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on t h e h e e l s o f a d v e n t u r e s , and a g r and m a r r i a g e t o end a l l . " 

In t he 1 8 6 0 ' s and 1 8 7 0 ' s , b e f o r e B a r r and P a r k e r c o n t r i v e d 

t h e i r c o n v e n t i o n a l s w a s h b u c k l i n g t a l e s , two e a r l i e r Canad ian 
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w r i t e r s a l s o wo rked w i t h i n the genre o f e x o t i c romance, w i t h 

i n t e r e s t i n g , i f n o t a lways a r t i s t i c , r e s u l t s . B o t h c o m p l e t e l y 

un -Canad i an and u n r e a l i s t i c was James Mur ray D e 1 C a r t e r e t O d e v a i n e ' s 

P a p e t a . A S t o r y , p u b l i s h e d i n S a i n t John i n 1867. Odeva i ne c l a i m e d 

t h a t h i s compendium o f r o m a n t i c p l o t d e v i c e s was " A b r i d g e d and 

Adap ted f r om the D i a r y and P r i v a t e Pape r s o f Mr. Eugene M u r a t , " 

and he a s ked i n d u l g e n c e f o r t h e weakness o f h i s n a r r a t i v e because 

The t i t l e page o f t h i s work i s s u f f i c i e n t e v i d e n c e 
t o p o i n t o u t t o my r e a d e r s t he g r e a t d i f f i c u l t i e s unde r 
w h i c h I have l a b o u r e d , i n a r r a n g i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g s t o r y . 

Most o f t h e c h a r a c t e r s I have so p o o r l y d e p i c t e d 
a r e s t i l l l i v i n g . 

When we have t o d e a l w i t h p l a i n f a c t s , we must be 
c i r c u m s p e c t . My o r i g i n a l i n t e n t i o n was t o embody 
t h e s e e v e n t s i n t o the f o r m o f a romance. Bu t I f o und 
t h a t such an i d e a l was i m p r a c t i c a b l e . To s u c c e e d , I 
must i n v e n t . The i n t r o d u c t i o n o f f a l s e c h a r a c t e r s w o u l d 
n e c e s s i t a t e a d e v i a t i o n f r o m the s t r i c t l i n e o f t r u t h . 
I, t h e r e f o r e , p r e f e r r e d g i v i n g i t t o t he w o r l d i n i t s 
a u t o - b i o g r a p h i c a l f o r m ; t r u s t i n g t o a generous p u b l i c 
f o r t h e r e s u l t . 6 4 

B e g i n n i n g an e l a b o r a t e l y c o n t r i v e d n a r r a t i v e by d i s c l a i m i n g 

romance i s O d e v a i n e ' s o n l y c l e v e r g e s t u r e i n the e n t i r e book. 

S t e w a r t ' s L i t e r a r y Q u a r t e r l y made i t s r e v i e w o f P a p e t a t h e o c c a s i o n 

t o d i s c u s s the i m p o r t a n c e o f r e a l i s t i c a l l y d e p i c t i n g c h a r a c t e r , 

s o c i e t y and s e t t i n g i n f i c t i o n , and f o u n d Odeva i ne d e f i c i e n t 
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on a l l a c c o u n t s . P l o t a l o n e h o l d s P a p e t a t o g e t h e r , and t h a t 

p l o t , a c t i v a t e d by a v e n g e f u l I t a l i a n v i l l a i n , i n c l u d e s a wronged 

woman, an a b d u c t e d c h i l d , a f a l s e b u r i a l , and enough c o i n c i d e n c e 

e v e n t u a l l y t o r e u n i t e a l l t he c h a r a c t e r s i n T u r k e y . 

On l y one n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y n o v e l w r i t t e n by a Canad i an 



bu t n o t s e t i n Canada, and s t r u c t u r e d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n s 

o f e x o t i c romance, d e s e r v e s s e r i o u s c r i t i c a l a t t e n t i o n : James 

De M i l l e ' s A S t r a n g e M a n u s c r i p t Found i n a Copper C y l i n d e r ( 1 8 8 8 ) . 
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De M i l l e ' s l a s t p u b l i s h e d book uses d e v i c e s b e l o n g i n g t o a d ­

v e n t u r o u s romance - - a f o u n d m a n u s c r i p t , a voyage t o t he s o u t h 

p o l e , the d i s c o v e r y o f a h i t h e r t o unknown c u l t u r e and c o u n t r y - -

as t he f rame f o r an i n c i s i v e s a t i r e , a t t a c k i n g s o c i a l h y p o c r i s y 

and i r r e l i g i o u s m a t e r i a l i s m . S i n c e i t s r e p u b l i c a t i o n i n 1969, 
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w i t h a p e r c e p t i v e i n t r o d u c t i o n by R. E, W a t t e r s , A S t r a n g e 

M a n u s c r i p t has c a p t u r e d t he a t t e n t i o n o f a number o f modern 

c r i t i c s . They have t h o r o u g h l y a n a l y z e d t h i s r e m a r k a b l e n o v e l i n 

r e l a t i o n t o De M i l l e ' s own l i f e , ^ 8 i n r e l a t i o n t o i n t e l l e c t u a l 
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i s s u e s o f t h e 1 8 7 0 ' s and B r i t i s h U t o p i a n f i c t i o n , and i n r e l a t i o n 

t o t h e f i c t i o n o f Poe and M e l v i l l e . 6 0 When R. E. W a t t e r s , C r a w f o r d 

K i l i a n , M. G. P a r k s , George Woodcock and Wayne Kime d i s c u s s t he 

b i o g r a p h i c a l , s o c i a l , p h i l o s o p h i c a l and mora l i s s u e s r a i s e d by 

A S t r a n g e M a n u s c r i p t , t hey d i v o r c e t h i s book f r om De M i l l e ' s o t h e r 

n o v e l s , d i s m i s s i n g them as t he e p h e m e r a l , s e n s a t i o n a l c o n c o c t i o n s 

t h e y i n d e e d a r e . B u t De M i l l e ' s p o t b o i l e r s a r e n o t o r d i n a r y 

s e n s a t i o n a l romances . A number o f them c o n t a i n t h e same s a t i r i c 

i m p u l s e w h i c h i n s p i r e d A S t r a n g e M a n u s c r i p t , d i r e c t e d towards 

w h i m s i c a l l i t e r a r y comedy r a t h e r than i r o n i c s o c i a l c r i t i c i s m . 

W i t h i n A S t r a n g e M a n u s c r i p t , De M i l l e knocks bo th p r e d i c t a b l e 

s e n s a t i o n a l f i c t i o n and p r e t e n t i o u s l i t e r a r y c r i t i c s . M e l i c k , 

t h e f a t u o u s London l i t t e r a t e u r , i n s i s t s t h a t Adam M o r e ' s m a n u s c r i p t 
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i s a " t r a n s p a r e n t h o a x , " p r oduced by a p u b l i c i t y - s e e k i n g s e n ­

s a t i o n n o v e l i s t , and c e n s u r e s i t because 

t h i s w r i t e r i s t a w d r y ; he has t he w o r s t v i c e s o f t he 
s e n s a t i o n a l s c h o o l ~ he shows e ve r ywhe re marks o f 
h a s t e , g r o s s c a r e l e s s n e s s , and u n i v e r s a l f e e b l e n e s s . 
When he g e t s h o l d o f a good f a n c y , he l a c k s t h e p a t i e n c e 
t h a t i s n e c e s s a r y i n - o r d e r t o work i t up i n an e f f e c t i v e 
way. He i s a g r o s s p l a g i a r i s t , and o v e r and o v e r 
a g a i n v i o l a t e s i n t he most g l a r i n g manner a l l t h e 
o r d i n a r y p r o p r i e t i e s o f s t y l e . 6 2 

T h i s echo o f c r i t i c a l c a t c h - p h r a s e s , s i m i l a r t o t ho se w h i c h a p p e a r e d 

i n r e v i e w s o f books l i k e De M i l l e ' s own p o t b o i l e r s , w o u l d appea r 

a j u s t a s s e s smen t o f t he g e n e r a l f a u l t s o f ma rke t f i c t i o n . B u t 

t hey a re no t a j u s t a s s e s sment o f M o r e ' s c o m p e l l i n g m a n u s c r i p t , 

and a r e u t t e r e d by t he l e a s t a t t r a c t i v e c h a r a c t e r aboa rd F e a t h e r -

s t o n e ' s y a c h t . U n l i k e D r . Cong r e ve , the man o f s c i e n c e , and 

O x e n d o n , t h e s c h o l a r l y l i n g u i s t , M e l i c k l a c k s s o l i d knowledge 

on w h i c h t o base h i s c r i t i c i s m . T h i s " p r o f e s s i o n a l c y n i c , s c e p t i c , 

6 3 

and s c o f f e r " i s a s t u t e enough t o r e a l i z e t h a t M o r e ' s n a r r a t i v e 

may be r e a d as a " s a t i r i c a l r omance . " Bu t M e l i c k ' s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

o f t he d a r k - and d e a t h - l i v i n g K o s e k i n as a "new r a c e o f men, a n i m a t e d 

by p a s s i o n s and i m p u l s e s w h i c h a r e d i r e c t l y the o p p o s i t e o f o u r s , " 6 4 

i s , as W a t t e r s , P a r k s and Woodcock have i n d i c a t e d , a r e s p o n s e 

o n l y t o the most s u p e r f i c i a l mean ing o f t he t e x t . In M e l i c k ' s 

b l i n d n e s s t o the deepe r s i m i l a r i t i e s between t he i n v e r t e d v a l u e s 

o f t he K o s e k i n and t h e h y p o c r i s i e s o f h i s own s o c i e t y , and i n 

h i s d i s p a r a g e m e n t o f M o r e ' s document s i m p l y t o enhance h i s own 

s e l f - i m p o r t a n c e , De M i l l e c a r i c a t u r e s t he m e d i o c r e , e g o t i s t i c a l 

l i t e r a r y c r i t i c . 
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A l t h o u g h A S t r a n g e M a n u s c r i p t i s the o n l y one o f De M i l l e ' s 

more than t w e n t y n o v e l s t o d e m o n s t r a t e u n q u e s t i o n a b l e l i t e r a r y 

m e r i t , De M i l l e h i m s e l f p o s s e s s e d a sound s en se o f l i t e r a r y 

v a l u e and f o s t e r e d no i l l u s i o n s r e g a r d i n g the a r t i s t i c q u a l i t i e s 

o f h i s o t h e r f i c t i o n . A c c o r d i n g t o A r c h i b a l d MacMechan, who 

65 
p l a n n e d t o w r i t e a f u l l - l e n g t h b i o g r a p h y o f De M i l l e , "No 

one c o u l d t h i n k more meanly o f h i s books t h a n d i d t h e i r a u t h o r ; 
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he c a l l e d them h i s ' t r a s h , ' h i s ' p o t - b o i l e r s . ' " N o n e t h e l e s s 

a number o f t h e s e " f a c i l e i m i t a t i o n s o f t h e p r e v a i l i n g l i t e r a r y 

f a s h i o n s " r e v e a l De M i l l e ' s b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s d e l i g h t i n p a r o d y i n g 

t h e s t e r e o t y p e d p l o t s and c h a r a c t e r s r e q u i r e d by p o p u l a r , money-

mak ing f i c t i o n . MacMechan h i m s e l f r e c o g n i z e d t h a t d e s p i t e De 

M i l l e ' s s e l f - d i s p a r a g e m e n t , " O n l y a gen t l eman and a s c h o l a r p o s s e s s i n g 

s o m e t h i n g l i k e g e n i u s c o u l d have w r i t t e n t h e s e l i g h t , amus ing 
-• „67 

n o v e l s . 

In h i s b u r l e s q u e s o f p o p u l a r s e n s a t i o n a l and r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n , 

De M i l l e p l a y e d w i t h t h e c o n v e n t i o n s o f b o t h n a r r a t i v e and t y p o ­

g r a p h i c a l f o r m . A t t i m e s h i s w i t took a d i s t i n c t l y Shandyean 

t u r n , when' he r e a r r a n g e d c h a p t e r d i v i s i o n s and t i t l e s . In The  

Lady o f t he I c e ( 1 8 7 0 ) , c r u c i a l u t t e r a n c e s w h i c h w o u l d n o r m a l l y 

be p r i n t e d as p a r t o f t h e t e x t a r e h e i g h t e n e d by b e i n g t u r n e d i n t o 

c h a p t e r h e a d i n g s . The f i r s t o f t h e s e com i c d e p a r t u r e s f r o m normal 

f o r m o c c u r s a t t h e end o f t h e s econd c h a p t e r : 

J a c k r e s u m e d . h i s p i p e , and b e n t down h i s head ; then 
he rubbed h i s b r o a d brow w i t h h i s u n o c c u p i e d hand ; 
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t hen he r a i s e d h i m s e l f up, and l o o k e d a t me f o r a few 
moments i n so lemn s i l e n c e ; then he s a i d , i n a low v o i c e , 
s p e a k i n g each word s e p a r a t e l y and w i t h t h r i l l i n g 
empha s i s : 

C h a p t e r I I I 

"MACRORIE - - OLD CHAP - I 'M - - GOING - - TO - - BE - - MARRIED!! ! " 

A t t h a t a s t o u n d i n g p i e c e o f i n t e l l i g e n c e , I s a t 
dumbly and s t a r e d f i x e d l y a t J a c k f o r t he space o f 
h a l f an h o u r . 6 8 

A n o t h e r o f De M i l l e ' s t y p o g r a p h i c a l j o k e s i n v o l v e d t he c o m p o s i t i o n 

o f c h a p t e r s c o n s i s t i n g o n l y o f t i t l e s . C h a p t e r s XV I I I and XXVI I 

o f The Dodge CIub (1869) a r e a l l u p p e r - c a s e t i t l e , and t h e f i n a l 

c h a p t e r o f The Lady o f the I c e p a r o d i e s and p i l l o r i e s b o t h t he 

p r a c t i c e o f w r i t i n g l o n g , e x p l a n a t o r y c h a p t e r h e a d i n g s , and t he 

u s u a l w e d d i n g - b e l l s e n d i n g t o the h i g h s o c i e t y n o v e l : 

C h a p t e r XXXVI11 

GRAND CONCLUSION. — WEDDING-RINGS AND BALL-RINGS. - -
ST. MALACHI ' S . — OLD FLETCHER IN HIS GLORY. — NO 
HUMBUG THIS TIME. — MESSAGES SENT EVERYWHERE. — ALL 
THE TOWN AGOG. — QUEBEC ON THE RAMPAGE. - - ST. 
MALACHI 'S CRAMMED. — GALLERIES CROWDED. — WHITE 
FAVORS EVERYWHERE. ~ THE WIDOW HAPPY HAPPY WITH THE 
CHAPLAIN. — THE DOUBLE WEDDING. — FIRST COUPLE — 
JACK AND LOUIE! — SECOND DITTO - M A C R O R I E AND MARION! 
— COLONEL BERTON AND O'HALLORAN GIVING AWAY THE BRIDES. 
— STRANGE ASSOCIATION OF THE BRITISH OFFICER AND THE 
FENIAN. — JACK AND MACRORIE, LOUIE AND MARION. — 
BRIDES AND BRIDEGROOMS. — EPITHALAMIUM. — WEDDING IN 
HIGH L I F E . — SIX OFFICIATING CLERGYMEN. — ALL THE 
ELITE OF QUEBEC TAKE PART. — ALL THE CLERGY, ALL THE 
MIL ITARY, AND EVERYBODY WHO AMOUNTS TO ANY THING. — 
THE BAND OF THE BOBTAILS DISCOURSING SWEET MUSIC, AND 
ALL THAT SORT OF THING. YOU KNOW. 

On r e a d i n g t he above h e a d i n g , I f i n d i t so v e r y c omprehen s i v e 
t h a t i t l e a v e s n o t h i n g more f o r me t o s a y . I w i l l 
t h e r e f o r e make my bow, and r e t i r e f r o m t he s c e n e , w i t h 
my warmest c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o t he r e a d e r a t r e a c h i n g 

THE E N D . 6 9 
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De M i l l e ' s w o r s t p o t b o i l e r s a r e those; i n w h i c h he u sed t he 

d e v i c e s o f s e n s a t i o n f i c t i o n s e r i o u s l y , such as The C r yp t og r am 

(1870) and The L i v i n g L i n k ( 1 8 7 4 ) . In t he b e s t o f t h e s e b o o k s , 

he m a i n t a i n e d a humorous d i s t a n c e f r o m h i s p r e p o s t e r o u s p l o t s and 

p r e d i c t a b l e c h a r a c t e r s , a l l o w i n g h i s r e a d e r t o d i s c o v e r t h a t h i s 

e f f o r t s t o " o u t - B r a d d o n M i s s B r a d d o n " 7 ^ were u s u a l l y t o n g u e - i n -

cheek . By e x a g g e r a t i n g the s t a n d a r d components o f p o p u l a r r o m a n t i c 

f i c t i o n , De M i l l e p o i n t e d t o t h e i r i n h e r e n t a b s u r d i t y . In An  

Open Q u e s t i o n ( 1 8 7 2 ) , he c r e a t e d a n a r r a t i v e s t r u c t u r e w h i c h 

a c c e n t u a t e d t he i m p r o b a b i l i t y o f a p l o t c o n t a i n i n g a m a n u s c r i p t 

abou t t r e a s u r e , an e v i l d i s g u i s e d p r i e s t , v a r i o u s s w i t c h e d c h i l d r e n , 

and c h a r a c t e r s w i t h m u l t i p l e i d e n t i t i e s . E ve r y t h i r t y pages o r 

s o , one o f t he c h a r a c t e r s summar izes what he o r she knows so f a r ; 

t h e r e a d e r , who knows more than t h e c h a r a c t e r , knows t he summary 

t o be wrong . And t he a u t h o r , who p i l e s c o i n c i d e n c e upon c o i n c i d e n c e , 

s e t s up h i s r e a d e r s and h i s c h a r a c t e r s as f o i l s f o r h i s own 

i n g e n u i t y i n c o n t r i v i n g a G o r d i a n k n o t w i t h an . u l t i m a t e l y l o g i c a l 

s o l u t i o n . De M i l l e ' s i r o n i c a u t h o r i a l comment i n A C a s t l e i n  

S p a i n ( 1 8 8 3 ) , r e g a r d i n g t he f o r t u i t o u s s o r t i n g o u t o f h i s e n t a n g l e d 

l o v e r s , a p p l i e s t o h i s s e n s a t i o n a l f i c t i o n as a w h o l e . " Such 

c o i n c i d e n c e s a r e f r e q u e n t i n r e a l l i f e , " he d e c l a r e d , " a n d s t i l l 

more f r e q u e n t i n ou r ' C a s t l e i n S p a i n . " , 7 ^ 

A l t h o u g h De M i l l e n e v e r made p u b l i c h i s t h e o r y o f t h e n o v e l , 

he a n t i c i p a t e d t he a n t i - r o m a n t i c b i a s and w i t t y t o n e o f S a r a 

J e a n n e t t e Duncan when he s i m u l t a n e o u s l y emp loyed and p a r o d i e d 
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t he c o n v e n t i o n s o f p o p u l a r f i c t i o n . He e n j o y e d s a t i r i z i n g s t o c k 

r o m a n t i c c h a r a c t e r s , l i k e M i s s M i n n i e W i l l o u g h b y , t he sweet y oung 

h e r o i n e o f The A m e r i c a n Baron (1872) who i s a lway s b e i n g r e s c u e d 

f r o m d i r e s i t u a t i o n s . M i s s W i l l o u g h b y f i n a l l y becomes so annoyed 

by t h e t r a i n o f gen t l emen who save h e r l i f e and t hen p r opo se 

m a r r i a g e t h a t h e r d e l i g h t knows no bounds when one o f h e r s a v i o u r s 

t u r n s up i n t he garb o f a p r i e s t . " I ' v e l o n g e d so t o be s a ved 

by a p r i e s t , " she c o n f e s s e s . " The se h o r r i d men, you know, a l l 

go and p r opo se the moment t h e y s ave o n e ' s l i f e ; b u t a p r i e s t 

c a n ' t , y o u know - - no , n o t even i f he s aved o n e ' s l i f e a t hou sand 
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t ime s o v e r . " 

A s i m i l a r t one o f pa rody pe r vade s s e v e r a l o f De M i l l e ' s j u v e n i l e 

n o v e l s . Among t h e B r i g a n d s (1871) c o n c e r n s a g roup o f t r a v e l l i n g 

Ame r i c an boys whose e x p e c t a t i o n s o f a d v e n t u r e have been c o n d i t i o n e d 

by t h e i r r e a d i n g o f " t h e n o v e l s o f Cooper . . . F r a n c e s c o , t h e 

P i r a t e o f t h e P a c i f i c , L a f i t t e , the P i r a t e o f t h e G u l f , and 
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R i n a l d o R i n a l d i n i . " In I t a l y , t h e y e x p e c t e v e r y s t r a n g e r t hey 

e n c o u n t e r t o be a b r i g a n d . Here a g a i n t he b o o k ' s n a r r a t i v e 

s t r u c t u r e r i d i c u l e s t h e d e v i c e s o f s e n s a t i o n a l f i c t i o n , f o r t he 

boys c o n s t a n t l y a n t i c i p a t e h i g h a d v e n t u r e , o n l y t o be d e f l a t e d 

by t h e p r o s a i c r e a l i t i e s o f e v e r y d a y l i f e . De M i l l e ' s mock 

f e r o c i o u s d e s c r i p t i o n o f one supposed " b r i g a n d " as a " g r e a t , b i g , 

b l u f f , b u r l y , b r u s q u e , b e a r d e d , b r o a d - s h o u l d e r e d , b e e t l e - b r o w e d 
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b r i g a n d " p r e p a r e s f o r t h e l a t e r r e v e l a t i o n t h a t t h e man i s n o t 

a b a n d i t a t a l l , b u t an i n n o c e n t A m e r i c a n p a i n t e r . 
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Long b e f o r e L eacock b u r l e s q u e d the p r e d i c t a b l e s t e r e o t y p e s 

o f p o p u l a r f i c t i o n i n Nonsense N o v e l s ( 1 9 1 1 ) , De M i l l e was 

e x e r c i s i n g h i s l i t e r a r y w i t i n t h e c r e a t i o n o f h y p e r b o l i c v e r s i o n s 

o f s i m i l a r s t o c k s i t u a t i o n s and c h a r a c t e r s . In 1927, Lo rne P i e r c e 

p ronounced De M i l l e " t h e f a t h e r o f t h e L e a c o c k i a n t ype o f humour" 

because "He i s s p r i g h t l y and who le some, and depends upon e x a g g e r a t i o n 
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and e x t r a v a g a n c e f o r h i s e f f e c t s . " In 1888, De M i l l e ' s s t y l e 

o f l i t e r a r y pa rody was p e r p e t u a t e d i n the Domin ion I l l u s t r a t e d  

W e e k l y , w h i c h p u b l i s h e d two h i l a r i o u s p i e c e s by W a l t e r B l a c k ­

bu rn H a r t e . The f i r s t , " N o b l e s s e O b l i g e . A B r i t i s h S o c i e t y 

N o v e l , By a Crowned Head. A b r i d g e d and M u t i l a t e d by W. B l a c k b u r n 

H a r t e , " d e m o l i s h e d O u i d a - l i k e h i g h l i f e romance and e l i c i t e d t he 

f o l l o w i n g e d i t o r i a l f o o t n o t e : 

D i f f e r e n t r e a d e r s w i l l j u d g e o f t h i s s t o r y i n d i f f e r e n t 
ways. Some w i l l s t o r m a g a i n s t i t as c o a r s e , w i t h no 
r edeeming c h a r a c t e r s ; o t h e r s w i l l s i m p l y wonder what 
t he a u t h o r meant , i f he meant a n y t h i n g ; and s t i l l o t h e r s 
w i l l f a i l t o see what mora l i s t o be e n f o r c e d by i t . 
The e d i t o r , who was the f i r s t t o p r o c l a i m and make 
p u b l i c t he c l e v e r young w r i t e r , when he p u t f o r t h a 
s h o r t s k e t c h , some t i m e l a s t w i n t e r , a c c e p t e d t h i s 
c o n t r i b u t i o n f r o m h im as a p r e t t y s u c c e s s f u l b u r l e s q u e 
on t he c l a s s o f h a r r o w i n g s h o r t s t o r i e s , q u i t e p o p u l a r 
i n E n g l a n d , s upposed t o be w r i t t e n by pe r s on s o f " t h e 
q u a l i t y " and meant t o r i d i c u l e t h e i r own c a s t e . 7 6 

H a r t e ' s s e cond p i e c e , " S o m e t h i n g i n t h e W i l d W e s t , " 7 7 a p p l i e d t he 

same t e c h n i q u e t o the r o m a n t i c t a l e o f Wes te rn h i g h a d v e n t u r e . 

L i k e James De M i l l e , R o b e r t B a r r depended f i n a n c i a l l y upon 

the w r i t i n g o f s e n s a t i o n a l , e x o t i c r omance , . and i n one o f h i s 

more than t h i r t y books he a l s o d e v e l o p e d t he g e n r e ' s comic 
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p o s s i b i l i t i e s . In the M i d s t o f A l a rms ( 1 8 9 4 ) , one o f B a r r ' s two 

s p e c i f i c a l l y Canad i an n o v e l s , i s n o t a l i t e r a r y pa rody so much 

as a l i g h t - h e a r t e d l o v e s t o r y w h i c h r e f u s e s t o t a k e h i s t o r y 

s e r i o u s l y . R i c h a r d Y a t e s , a b r a s h Yankee r e p o r t e r , seek s r e s t 

and s o l i t u d e i n t h e Canad i an backwoods o n l y t o f i n d h i m s e l f i n 

t h e m i d s t o f the F e n i a n t r o u b l e s o f 1866. F a r f r om b e i n g h e r o i c , 

t h e b a t t l e o f R idgeway i s so m i n o r t h a t "The r e s u l t o f the s t r u g g l e 

was s i m i l a r i n e f f e c t t o an Ame r i c an r a i l w a y a c c i d e n t o f the 
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f i r s t c l a s s . " Of g r e a t e r i n t e r e s t a r e t he amorous e n t a n g l e m e n t s 

o f Y a t e s and h i s f r i e n d t he P r o f e s s o r , as each ends up w i t h a 

good Canad i an w i f e . The e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f B a r r ' s comedy stems 

l a r g e l y f r o m h i s d e f l a t i o n o f the h i g h r o m a n t i c t one and e x o t i c 

a d v e n t u r e s u s u a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h f i c t i o n r e l a t i n g t o Canad i an 

h i s t o r y . 

De M i l l e , H a r t e , B a r r , S a r a J e a n e t t e Duncan and S tephen 

Leacock each made some c o n t r i b u t i o n t o a m i n o r t r a d i t i o n o f l i t e r a r y 

s a t i r e , b u r l e s q u i n g t he p r e v a i l i n g fo rms o f r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n . 

B u t i n Canada most n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y w r i t e r s o f h i s t o r i c a l romance 

took t h e i r h i s t o r y f a r more s e r i o u s l y than d i d B a r r , t h e i r romance 

more s e r i o u s l y t han De M i l l e , and worked more d i r e c t l y w i t h i n 

t h e t r a d i t i o n o f S i r W a l t e r S c o t t t han d i d R i c h a r d s o n . In t h e i r 

e f f o r t s t o p r o v i d e Canada w i t h a s u i t a b l e n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e 

ba sed on Canad ian h i s t o r y and m o d e l l e d on S c o t t , t hey s e r i o u s l y 

t r i e d t o k i n d l e a l l s even o f G o l d w i n S m i t h ' s "Lamps o f F i c t i o n . " Of 

t h e a v a i l a b l e forms o f f i c t i o n , V i c t o r i a n Canada chose t o promote 



t h e h i s t o r i c a l romance as a genre w h i c h w o u l d d e v e l o p a n a t i o n a l 

i d e n t i t y by p o p u l a r i z i n g and m y t h o l o g i z i n g Canada ' s n e g l e c t e d 

h i s t o r y . 
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CHAPTER V I I 

"THE HEROIC TIMES OF CANADA": 

ENGLISH-CANADIAN HISTORY AND ENGLISH-CANADIAN FICTION 

The l a r g e number o f h i s t o r i c a l romances p u b l i s h e d i n Canada 

d u r i n g the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y w o u l d appea r t o i n d i c a t e t h a t 

f i c t i o n c e l e b r a t i n g " t h e h e r o i c t ime s o f C a n a d a " 1 r e c e i v e d w i d e ­

s p r e a d a p p r o v a l . ' A l t h o u g h n o v e l s ba sed on h i s t o r y were i n d e e d 

h i g h l y f a v o u r e d , t he a n t i - f i c t i o n b i a s o f many c r i t i c s l e d t o 

c o l o u r f u l deba te s abou t the r o l e o f h i s t o r y i n i m a g i n a t i v e w r i t i n g . 

F o r John R i c h a r d s o n , t he p r e s e n c e o f h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i n a 

f i c t i o n a l n a r r a t i v e v a l i d a t e d i m a g i n a t i v e l i t e r a t u r e . Th roughout 

t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y many Canad ian w r i t e r s and c r i t i c s s h a r e d 

R i c h a r d s o n ' s r e v e r e n c e f o r h i s t o r y , ba sed on the a s s u m p t i o n 

t h a t h i s t o r y was e m p i r i c a l , f a c t u a l , one o f t h e c l a s s i c a l d i s c i p i i n 

2 

and t h e r e f o r e d e m o n s t r a b l y s u p e r i o r t o "mere works o f f i c t i o n . " 

D i v e r s e e v a l u a t i o n s o f h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n r e s u l t e d f r o m t h i s 

c o n v i c t i o n . Some commenta to r s , l i k e R i c h a r d s o n , a s s e r t e d t h a t t he 

i n c l u s i o n o f h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i n c r e a s e d t he mora l and d i d a c t i c 

v a l u e o f a n o v e l ; o t h e r s t r e m b l e d l e s t f i c t i o n be c o n f u s e d w i t h 
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h i s t o r y , and h i s t o r i c a l t r u t h s u f f e r d i s t o r t i o n . . . The L i t e r a r y  

G a r l a n d summar i zed t he v i r t u e s and p i t f a l l s o f h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n 

when i t r e v i e w e d R i c h a r d s o n ' s The Canad ian B r o t h e r s i n 1840, 

and f ound t h a t i t s h i s t o r i c a l b a s i s made t he book e s p e c i a l l y 

" u s e f u l " : 

In i t s h i s t o r i c a l c h a r a c t e r . . . t h i s work may be 
s a f e l y recommended, c o n t a i n i n g as i t doe s , much t h a t 
i s u s e f u l i n p o i n t o f f a c t . W h i l e we d e p r e c a t e t h e 
s u p e r f i c i a l r e a d i n g o f h i s t o r y t o be g l e a n e d f r o m even 
a c o n n e c t e d c h a i n o f h i s t o r i c a l t a l e s , as b e i n g a dangerous 
medium f r om w h i c h t o a c q u i r e know ledge , we c anno t 
w i t h h o l d ou r o p i n i o n t h a t t h e p e r u s a l o f f i c t i t i o u s 
n a r r a t i v e s , f ounded upon h i s t o r i c a l t r u t h s , w h i c h t h e 
a u t h o r , n e i t h e r i n works n o r s p i r i t has p e r v e r t e d , 
w i l l be f ound t o a f f o r d much a s s i s t a n c e t o t h e y o u n g e r 
s t u d e n t , as b e i n g more f r e e f r o m t e d i u m than t he g r a v e r 
d e t a i l s o f the f o r m a l h i s t o r i a n ; a n d , i n c o u n t r i e s such 
as t h e s e , w h i c h a r e l a m e n t a b l y d e f i c i e n t i n works 
t r e a t i n g upon t h e i r p a s t e x i s t e n c e , such books must 
be p a r t i c u l a r l y u s e f u l . 

Seven y e a r s l a t e r , t he G a r ! a n d r e i t e r a t e d i t s endo r sement o f t r u t h ­

f u l h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n w h i c h combined i n f o r m a t i o n and e n t e r t a i n ­

ment: 

We h i g h l y app rove o f what a r e g e n e r a l l y d e s i g n a t e d 
H i s t o r i c a l N o v e l s , b e c a u s e , w h i l e t h e y i n t e r e s t o u r 
f e e l i n g s , t h e y e n l i g h t e n o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g s , and t h u s , 
c o m b i n i n g i n s t r u c t i o n w i t h amusement, o u r s t o c k o f 
knowledge i s i n c r e a s e d w i t h o u t any d r y o r a rduous s t u d y , 
and i m p r e s s e d upon t he memory w i t h o u t an e f f o r t . 

A t the same t i m e , t he G a r l a n d c a u t i o n e d t h a t 

Many p e o p l e , however , e s p e c i a l l y the young and i n e x p e r i e n c e d , 
i n r e a d i n g such w o r k s , a r e a p t t o a t t a c h t o o much c r e d i t 
t o t h e s t a t e m e n t s t h e y c o n t a i n - - t o m i s t a k e f o r h i s t o r i c a l 
a c c u r a c y a p l a u s i b l e and c i r c u m s t a n t i a l t r a i n o f e v e n t s 
and o c c u r r e n c e s d i s t o r t e d and e x a g g e r a t e d and n o t 
u n f r e q u e n t l y i n v e n t e d t o s u i t t he pu rpo se o f t he s t o r y 
t e l l e r . T h i s i s an e r r o r t o be c a r e f u l l y gua rded a g a i n s t . 
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C o n t r i b u t o r s t o t he G a r l a n d a l s o v o i c e d c o n c e r n abou t the 

m e r i t s and d e m e r i t s o f h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n . In 1850, Henry G i l e s 

echoed t he j o u r n a l ' s e d i t o r i a l a p p r o v a l o f t he h i s t o r i c a l n o v e l ' s 

d i d a c t i c v a l u e . F o r h im i t s i m p o r t a n c e l a y n o t i n i t s a b i l i t y 

t o t e a c h h i s t o r y , b u t i n i t s power t o t e a c h u n i v e r s a l human 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g , i n a manner c o r r e s p o n d i n g t o G o l d w i n S m i t h ' s 

il.amppof I d e a l i t y : 

Romance can n o t t e a c h h i s t o r y , n o r s h o u l d i t be t a k e n 
even as h i s t o r i c a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , and y e t i t can h e l p 
us t o u n d e r s t a n d h i s t o r y . We u n d e r s t a n d h i s t o r y as we 
u n d e r s t a n d man. I t i s as we can g r a sp the e v e r l a s t i n g 
r e a l i t i e s o f h i s n a t u r e , t h a t we can comprehend h i m , 
i n t o w h a t e v e r shape the mould o f cu s tom o r o f t i m e 
may t a s t h im . Outward changes o f e r a s and o f emp i r e 
can be r e c o r d e d i n c h r o n i c l e s , i t i s sympathy a l o n e 
t h a t r eache s down t o the s p i r i t o f t h a t e t e r n a l human i t y 
w h i c h u n d e r l i e s them. F i c t i o n does much t o e x c i t e and 
t o e n l a r g e t h i s s ympathy . An age l i v e s t o us a g a i n , 
and t hey who were b u r i e d i n i t as i n a g r a v e , come 
f o r t h a t the w i z a r d ' s i n v o c a t i o n , g i v i n g us n o t the 
s t o r y , b u t t h e v e r y b e i n g o f t h e i r d a y . 5 

The danger s r a t h e r t han t he v i r t u e s o f h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n e x c i t e d 

J . P . , a n o t h e r G a r l a n d w r i t e r , who d e c l a i m e d a g a i n s t n o v e l i s t s 

whose e f f o r t s t o " romance h i s t o r y " r e s u l t e d i n d i s t o r t i o n . 

E s p e c i a l l y r e p r e h e n s i b l e were a u t h o r s o f romances o f the m i d d l e 

a g e s , who p l a y e d down t he g r i s l y d e t a i l s o f m e d i e v a l l i f e , and , 

i n J . P . ' s v i e w , e n d e a v o u r e d t o p r ove 

t h a t ou r h i s t o r i a n s a r e a l l l i a r s ; t h a t ou r a n c e s t o r s 
were f a r w i s e r than the men o f the p r e s e n t day ; t h a t 
t he p e r i o d w h i c h some c a l l t he da rk a g e s , was the most 
e n l i g h t e n e d i n h i s t o r y ; t h a t the f e u d a l customs were 
n o t - - as we have been f o o l i s h l y t o l d — composed o f 
a r b i t r a r y e n a c t m e n t s , b u t a v e r y e n l i g h t e n e d code o f 
l a w s . A huge c a s t l e , s u r r o u n d e d w i t h g i b b e t s and s t e e l -
c l a d w a r r i o r s , i s , i n t h e i r e y e s , a v e r y p i c t u r e s q u e 
s i g h t ; don jon k e e p s , f i l l e d w i t h human c a p t i v e s , 
t h e y l o o k upon as mere b i r d c a g e s ; and f o r a y s and 
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a s s a s s i n a t i o n s , as i n n o c e n t and g e n t l e m a n l y amusement s . 0 

T h i s condemnat i on o f h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n on e m p i r i c a l g rounds 

c o n c l u d e d w i t h the remark t h a t " T h e r e i s more r e a l p o e t r y i n 

s c i e n c e than i n f i c t i o n . " 7 An e m p i r i c i s t l i k e J . P . , W. P. C. 

a l s o c o n s i d e r e d most f i c t i t i o u s w r i t i n g t o be an i n f e r i o r f o r m 

o f l i t e r a t u r e . W h i l e J . P. a d v i s e d s e e k e r s o f the m a r v e l l o u s 

t o s t u d y t he n a t u r a l w o r l d , W. P. C. recommended h i s t o r y . When 

he w r o t e on " O u r L i t e r a t u r e , P r e s e n t and P r o s p e c t i v e " i n t he 

G a r l a n d i n 1848, W. P. C. u r ged Canad ian s t o pay more a t t e n t i o n 

t o h i s t o r y : 

A f t e r a l l , H i s t o r y i s t he h i g h e s t and n o b l e s t s p e c i e s 
o f l i t e r a t u r e ! and as s u c h , i s t he one b e s t a d a p t e d 
t o o u r p r e s e n t i n t e l l e c t u a l n e c e s s i t i e s . Here we f i n d 
u n i t e d e n t e r t a i n m e n t and i n s t r u c t i o n - - t h e c u r i o u s 
and t he p h i l o s o p h i c . H i s t o r y i s d e f i n e d t o be " p h i l o s o p h y 
t e a c h i n g by e x a m p l e . " He who d e l i g h t s i n the r o m a n t i c , 
need n o t suppose i t i s a l o n e c o n t a i n e d i n f i c t i o n ! 
n o r need he go back t o the e a r l y t r a d i t i o n a r y p e r i o d s 
i n s e a r c h o f t he m a r v e l l o u s and w o n d e r - w o r k i n g . The 
t i m e s o f E n g l a n d ' s " V i r g i n Queen , " — t he s i n g u l a r 
i n c i d e n t s c o n n e c t e d w i t h the f a t e o f E s s e x , t he a d v e n t u r e s 
and s u b s e q u e n t i m p r i s o n m e n t o f R a l e i g h ! the j o u r n e y o f 
P r i n c e C h a r l e s and Buck ingham t o t h e C o u r t o f M a d r i d ; 
t he f a l l o f t he S t u a r t f a m i l y , and l a t e r s t i l l , t he 
b r i e f b u t i n f e r n a l supremacy o f the i n f e r n a l t r i o , 
R o b e s p i e r r e , Ma r a t and Dan ton ; and the r i s e , g l o r y and 
f a l l o f Napo l eon ~ t h e s e a r e t h e more i n t e r e s t i n g s i n c e 
we a r e c o n f i d e n t o f t h e i r r e a l i t y . They b i d d e f i a n c e 
o f the most i m a g i n a t i v e r o m a n c i s t t o e x c e l t h e m . 8 

The New Domin ion M o n t h l y s u p p o r t e d t h i s k i n d o f r e s p e c t f o r 

h i s t o r y i n 1870 when i t p u b l i s h e d an a r t i c l e by H a r r i e t B e e c h e r 

Stowe a d v i s i n g g i r l s t o r e a d h i s t o r y d u r i n g t h e i r summer h o l i d a y s . 

Stowe c o n s i d e r e d h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n a v a l i d medium f o r l e a r n i n g 

h i s t o r y , i f i t were w e l l - w r i t t e n . Hence she recommended Ivanhoe 
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as " a s t u d y i n s t y l e , and as a s t u d y i n h i s t o r y . " I vanhoe w o u l d 

p r o v i d e a e s t h e t i c as w e l l as f a c t u a l e d u c a t i o n ; Stowe i n f o r m e d 

h e r r e a d e r s t h a t " I f y o u l i k e i t , r e l i s h i t , f e e l i t s b e a u t i e s , 

y ou w i l l f i n d t h a t y o u have g a i n e d more t han a knowledge o f 

h i s t o r y - - y o u w i l l have fo rmed a t a s t e f o r f i r s t - c l a s s w r i t i n g . " 

Readers o f such l i t e r a t u r e had t o r ema in a l e r t , howeve r ; as 

the Canad i an M o n t h l y warned a y e a r l a t e r , " I t i s so much more p l e a s a n t 

t o f l o a t t h rough pages o f p i c t u r e s q u e n a r r a t i v e , sweetened w i t h 

m e l l i f l u o u s s e n t i m e n t , t han t o i n q u i r e w h e t h e r t h e n a r r a t i v e 

i s t r u e . " 1 0 

The d i s t o r t i o n o f h i s t o r y f e a r e d by the G a r l a n d , i t s v a r i o u s 

c o n t r i b u t o r s , and the Canad i an M o n t h l y was d i s c o v e r e d i n abundance 

by R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s i n 1881 when i t r e v i e w e d D i s r a e l i ' s Endymion. 

S e v e r e l y c e n s u r e d by G o l d w i n Sm i th f o r v i o l a t i n g t he s t a n d a r d s 

o f W a l t e r S c o t t , 1 1 D i s r a e l i was a l s o r e p r i m a n d e d by R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s 

f o r v i o l a t i n g the s a n c t i t y o f h i s t o r y . The l a t t e r a n g r i l y demanded: 

Do n o t d o u b t f u l f a c t s and e r r o n e o u s s t a t e m e n t s a l r e a d y 

c r e e p i n among the r e c o r d s o f o u r n a t i o n a l p r o g r e s s 
w i t h s u f f i c i e n t e a s e , and must we d e l i b e r a t e l y add 
t o t he c o n f u s i o n and d i f f i c u l t y by f o i s t i n g them i n 
by whole-sa-Te.? • . . . A comic h i s t o r y o f E n g l and has 
a lway s seemed t o us a s u f f i c i e n t l y d u l l p i e c e o f s t u p i d i t y ; 
b u t " E n d y m i o n " r i s e s above t he domain o f c o m i c a l i t y . 
I t s t one i s t oo s e r i o u s t o c o v e r a . j o k e , t he r e s e m b l a n c e 
t o a c t u a l e v e n t s o f t e n t o o c l o s e t o a l l o w i t s a u t h o r 
t o c l a s s i t among p u r e l y i m a g i n a r y h i s t o r i e s . To ou r 
mind i t appear s a t r a g i c - c o m i c h i s t o r y , c om i c i n i t s 
d i s t o r t i o n o f f a c t s , t r a g i c i n the d e s e c r a t i o n i m p l i e d 
i n such a p i e c e o f b u s i n e s s . . . . When t he p r e s e n t 
g e n e r a t i o n has p a s s e d away, what o p p o r t u n i t y f o r e r r o r , 
f o r m i s c o n c e p t i o n , and m i s a p p r e c i a t i o n , w i l l be f ound 
i n t he pages o f the E a r l o f B e a c o n s f i e l d'< s h i s t o r i c a l 
n o v e l s ! ' 2 
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Fea r o f " e r r o r . . . m i s c o n c e p t i o n and m i s a p p r e h e n s i o n " may 

have a c c o u n t e d f o r G o l d w i n S m i t h ' s r a t h e r l ukewarm r e c e p t i o n 

o f S t o r i e s o f New F r a n c e ( 1 8 9 0 ) , by Agnes Maule Machar and T. G. 

M a r q u i s . D i s a p p o i n t e d t h a t a book o b v i o u s l y i n t e n d e d f o r Canad i an 

r e a d e r s had been p u b l i s h e d i n B o s t o n , Sm i t h conceded i n t h e 

B y s t a n d e r t h a t 

The work a t l e a s t has t h i s a d v a n t a g e , t h a t i t e n a b l e s 
t h e s t u d e n t t o p i c k up h i s r e a d i n g o f Canad ian h i s t o r y 
w i t h o u t h a v i n g t o wade t h r ough u n i n t e r e s t i n g and i n t e r ­
m i n a b l e d e t a i l s , t h o u g h , on t he o t h e r hand , i n many 
o f t h e s t o r i e s he may have a s u r f e i t o f h o r r o r s and 
more than he c a r e s f o r o f r a p i n e and b l o o d s h e d . . . . 
The s t o r i e s a r e t o l d w i t h s p i r i t and , on the w h o l e , 
w i t h a c l o s e adhe rence t o f a c t s . A p a r t f r o m the n a t i v e 
h i s t o r i e s , t h e r e i s a p l a c e f o r t h e book , and o u r 
young p e o p l e , e s p e c i a l l y , w i l l f i n d i t i n s t r u c t i v e as 
w e l l as e n t e r t a i n i n g r e a d i n g . 1 3 

On t he w h o l e , such r e s e r v a t i o n s and a d m o n i t i o n s were n o t 

i n t e n d e d t o d i s c o u r a g e Canad ian s f r o m w r i t i n g , h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n , 

b u t t o encou rage them t o w r i t e t h e r i g h t k i n d . Th roughou t the 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , and e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r C o n f e d e r a t i o n , many 

Canad i an w r i t e r s were p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h d i s c o v e r i n g and p r e s e r v i n g 

Canad i an h i s t o r y , i n bo th f o r m a l h i s t o r i o g r a p h y and t he h i s t o r i c a l 

romance. B e f o r e Canada c o u l d c l a i m a d i s t i n c t n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y , 

t h e y b e l i e v e d , the c o u n t r y had t o know and c h e r i s h i t s h i s t o r y . 1 4 

The p o p u l a r i t y o f h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n i n Europe h e l p e d t o f o r t i f y 

Canad i an i n t e r e s t i n i n d i g e n o u s m a t e r i a l f o r romance, and r e i n ­

f o r c e d t he w i d e l y - h e l d s u p p o s i t i o n t h a t i n o r d e r t o d e v e l o p a 

r e c o g n i z a b l e l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n , Canada had f i r s t t o e s t a b l i s h 

i t s h i s t o r i c a l i d e n t i t y . A l t h o u g h no c r i t i c q u e s t i o n e d t h e 
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i m p o r t a n c e o f h i s t o r y , and most assumed t h e r e e x i s t e d a d i r e c t 

c o r r e s p o n d e n c e between a c o u n t r y ' s awareness o f i t s p a s t and the 

q u a l i t y o f i t s i m a g i n a t i v e l i t e r a t u r e , d i f f e r e n t o p i n i o n s emerged 

r e g a r d i n g t h e s p e c i f i c s i t u a t i o n o f Canada. 

L e a s t o p t i m i s t i c were t h o s e commentators who a s s e r t e d t h a t 

t h e p a u c i t y o f good Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e r e s u l t e d d i r e c t l y f r om 

the c o u n t r y ' s r e l a t i v e newness. They presumed t h a t o n l y the 

r e s onance s o f a n t i q u i t y c o u l d p r oduce g r e a t i m a g i n a t i v e w r i t i n g , 

and Canada s h o u l d g i v e up l o o k i n g f o r i t s S h a k e s p e a r e , M i l t o n 

o r S c o t t u n t i l t h e c o u n t r y had been s e t t l e d f o r s e v e r a l t hou sand 

y e a r s . In 1841, t he anonymous a u t h o r o f "The L i t e r a t u r e o f a. 

New C o u n t r y " d e s c r i b e d how European l i t e r a t u r e s had t a k e n c e n t u r i e s 

t o e v o l v e , e v e n t u a l l y i n c o r p o r a t i n g f o l k l o r e , myth and h i s t o r y 

i n t o s o p h i s t i c a t e d l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n s : 

S t r o n g l y t i n c t u r e d w i t h t he s p i r i t o f i t s e a r l y s u p e r ­
s t i t i o n s i s t he l i t e r a t u r e o f e v e r y l a n d , w i t h t he 
p e c u l i a r p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f i t s v a l e s and 
m o u n t a i n s , and above a l l , w i t h t he i n f l u e n c e w h i c h 
e a r l y e v e n t s e x e r c i s e d o v e r t he minds and d e s t i n i e s o f 
i t s f i r s t i n h a b i t a n t s . The a c h i e v e m e n t s o f u n f o r g o t t e n 
h e r o e s , a l m o s t i n c r e d i b l e and i m p o s s i b l e as t h e y seem 
t o modern e y e s , m a g n i f i e d t h r ough t h e m i s t s and vapou r s 
o f p a s t c e n t u r i e s ; t he s t r u g g l e s f o r l i b e r t y , k e p t up 
by a g a l l a n t f ew, i n the rude f a s t n e s s e s o f the moun ta i n 
l a n d ; t he s t r i f e f o r f r e e d o m , " b e q u e a t h e d f r o m b l e e d i n g 
s i r e t o s o n , " f ound f i t t i n g c h r o n i c l e r s i n the f e r v i d 
ha rp s o f t he w a n d e r i n g m i n s t r e l s , who s e n t down the 
t h r i l l i n g l e gend s f r om b a r d t o b a r d , t i l l a more a d ­
vanced age r e d u c e d the c r ude n a r r a t i v e t o w r i t i n g , and 
p r i n t i n g u l t i m a t e l y i n s u r e d i t a g a i n s t d e s t r u c t i o n . ^ 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h i s a u t h o r , Canad ians l a c k e d n o t o n l y a r o m a n t i c 

p a s t o f t h e i r own, b u t a l s o any i n t e r e s t i n h i s t o r y . To the 
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a ve rage C a n a d i a n , " H i s t o r y i s a, p u r s u i t n a t u r a l l y f o r e i g n t o h i s 

h a b i t o f t h i n k i n g , f o r h i s own c o u n t r y , t he y o u n g e s t bo rn o f 

n a t i o n s , has b u t l i t t l e o f h e r own, and no l o c a l e n t h u s i a s m , 

t h a t e s s e n t i a l o f t he h i g h e s t o r d e r o f a n n a l i s t , can prompt h i m , 

s h o u l d he t a k e t h e p a s t o c c u r a n c e s o f o t h e r l a n d s f o r h i s t heme . " 

C a n a d a ' s n e c e s s a r y a b s o r p t i o n i n " t h e m a t t e r o f f a c t , s o b e r , p l o d d i n g 

r o u t i n e o f C o l o n i a l e x i s t e n c e , " i t s l a c k o f h i s t o r y and l a c k o f 

i n t e r e s t i n h i s t o r y meant t h a t " Y e a r s , l o n g y e a r s must e l a p s e , 

b e f o r e a C o l o n y , s i t u a t e d l i k e Canada, can cause h e r v o i c e t o be 

16 

h e a r d i n the l i t e r a r y w o r l d . " 

In 1853, C a t h a r i n e P a r r T r a i l l r e v e a l e d t h a t d e s p i t e h e r 

l i t e r a r y i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h h e r a d o p t e d c o u n t r y she t o o c o n s i d e r e d 

Canada t o be a l a n d w i t h o u t a h i s t o r y . A l t h o u g h she d e t e s t e d 

r a i l r o a d s , she d i d n o t o b j e c t t o t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n i n . t h e New 

W o r l d becau se 

h e r e , i n t h i s new c o u n t r y . . . t h e r e a r e no f e e l i n g s 
c o n n e c t e d w i t h e a r l y a s s o c i a t i o n s , t o be r u d e l y v i o l a t e d ; 
no s cene s t h a t t ime has h a l l o w e d t o be d e s t r o y e d . 
H e r e , the r a i l r o a d s run t h r o u g h dense f o r e s t s , where 
t he f o o t s t e p s o f man have n e v e r been i m p r e s s e d , a c r o s s 
swamps and moras ses on w h i c h the r a y s o f t h e sun have 
s c a r c e l y e v e r s hone , o v e r l o n e l y r i v e r s and w i d e s p r e a d 
l a k e s , t h a t have n e v e r e choed t o t he dash o f t h e o a r , 
o r r e f l e c t e d aught on t h e i r bosoms b u t the v a r i e d 
f o l i a g e o f t h e o v e r h a n g i n g woods 

A s i m i l a r p o i n t o f v i e w was e x p r e s s e d t e n y e a r s l a t e r , by an 

anonymous w r i t e r on " C a n a d i a n P o e t r y and P o e t s " who a t t r i b u t e d 

C a n a d a ' s want o f a d i s t i n c t i v e n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e t o t h e f a c t 

t h a t 
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Canada has no h i s t o r i c a l p a s t d i s t a n t enough t o l i f t 
i t s e v e n t s i n t o t he c l e a r r e g i o n o f i m a g i n a t i o n . . . 
no w o r s h i p p e d he roe s whose memory may b i n d the h e a r t s 
o f t h e p e o p l e t o g e t h e r , o r g i v e t h e p o e t ' s l y r e a t r u l y 
n a t i o n a l t o n e ; - - no s a c r e d f a b l e s , myths o r t r a d i t i o n s 
l i k e t h o s e w h i c h , i n t he mo rn i n g o f the w o r l d , s t e e p e d 
some f a v o u r e d s p o t s o f e a r t h i n an a tmosphere o f romance 
and p o e t r y t h a t w i l l c l i n g t o them f o r e v e r . ' ° 

W e l l a f t e r C o n f e d e r a t i o n some c r i t i c s c o n t i n u e d t o d e s c r i b e 

Canada as a l a n d w i t h o u t a h i s t o r y c o n d u c i v e t o t h e p r o d u c t i o n 

o f g r e a t l i t e r a t u r e . L i k e the w r i t e r s p r e v i o u s l y c i t e d , John 

E. Logan v i ewed the r e l a t i o n between h i s t o r y a n d l l i t e r a t u r e i n 

European t e r m s . Canada, he f e l t , c o u l d n o t a c h i e v e l i t e r a r y 

d i s t i n c t i o n u n t i l i t had aged s u f f i c i e n t l y t o a c q u i r e t he h i s t o r i c a l 

e x p e r i e n c e w h i c h u n d e r p i n n e d European l i t e r a t u r e s : 

From my u n s c h o l a r l y p o i n t o f v i ew l e t me t r y t o answer 
t he q u e s t i o n , "Can we have a d i s t i n c t i v e Canad ian l i t ­
e r a t u r e ? " Y e s , most p r o b a b l y we c a n , and w i l l , when 
a l l t he unknown and undreamt changes and i n f l u e n c e s 
o f c e n t u r i e s have w rough t t h e i r imp re s s on t he p e o p l e ; 
when r e v o l u t i o n s have marked e r a s i n o u r h i s t o r y , and 
h i s t o r y , i t s e l f grown o l d , i s p h o s p h o r e s c e n t w i t h the 
h a l o o f romance; when t o o u r d e s c e n d e n t s e i g h t y - t o n 
guns and t u r r e t v e s s e l s a r e as j a v e l i n s and A t h e n i a n 
g a l l e y s t o u s ; when ou r r a i l w a y s a re as Roman r o a d s , 
and o u r p r e s e n t manners and customs a r e uncouth t o the 
r e f i n e m e n t o f t w e n t y - f i v e hund red and e i g h t - f o u r . 
Tha t we w i l l have a l i t e r a t u r e l o n g b e f o r e such t h i n g s 
happen I do n o t q u e s t i o n ; b u t he i s doomed t o awake 
u n s a t i s f i e d who dreams o f a d i s t i n c t i v e l i t e r a t u r e f r o m 
t h e hands o f a g e n i u s , who, a t a s i n g l e bound , has 
l e a p e d f r o m chaos t o cosmos a c r o s s t h e e v o l u t i o n o f 
age s . 1 3 

F o r t u n a t e l y f o r t he deve l opment o f Canad ian h i s t o r i o g r a p h y 

and Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e , Logan was outnumbered by w r i t e r s who 

a s s e r t e d t h a t Canada d i d i n d e e d p o s s e s s a d i s t i n c t i v e h i s t o r y , 

c o n t a i n i n g ample m a t e r i a l t o i n s p i r e a n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e . 



T h r o u g h o u t t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , Canad i an p e r i o d i c a l s p r i n t e d 

numerous e x h o r t a t i o n s t o Canad i an s t o ; s tudy and w r i t e abou t t h e i r 

own h i s t o r y . The movement t o r e c o v e r Canad ian h i s t o r y began i n 

e a r n e s t i n t h e 1 8 3 0 ' s , and expanded c o n s i d e r a b l y w i t h the awaken ing 

o f Canad i an n a t i o n a l i s m t h a t a ccompan ied C o n f e d e r a t i o n . The 

Canad i an M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l Rev i ew, l i k e o t h e r j o u r n a l s o f t he 

1 8 7 0 ' s , c o n t r i b u t e d t o p o s t - C o n f e d e r a t i o n n a t i o n a l i s m by p u b l i s h i n g 

many a r t i c l e s about Canad ian h i s t o r y w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g t o J . G. 

B o u r i n o t , " h a v e been o f e s p e c i a l v a l u e , i n t he way o f a t t r a c t i n g 

a t t e n t i o n t o t h e s t o r e s o f i n t e r e s t i n g l o r e w h i c h l i e s a round 
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us i n o l d Canad i an a r c h i v e s . " 

In a d d i t i o n , t h e r e appea red i n t h e Monthly a number o f 

s t a t e m e n t s by v a r i o u s w r i t e r s d e s i g n e d t o c o r r e c t t he European 

p o i n t o f v i e w w h i c h presumed t h a t Canada d i d n o t have a v a l i d 

h i s t o r y becau se t he c o u n t r y had been s e t t l e d f o r o n l y s e v e r a l 

c e n t u r i e s . These w r i t e r s d e c l a r e d t h a t i n o r d e r t o a p p r e c i a t e 

Canad i an h i s t o r y , i t was n e c e s s a r y t o r e d e f i n e European s t a n d a r d s 

o f a n t i q u i t y , and t o a v o i d i m p o s i n g O l d W o r l d c r i t e r i a on t h e 

New. The t i m e scheme o f t h e New W o r l d needed t o be u n d e r s t o o d 

on i t s own t e r m s ; as D a n i e l W i l s o n e x p l a i n e d i n h i s a r t i c l e on 

" T o r o n t o o f O l d , " 

The o l d e n t i m e s o f o u r O n t a r i o c a p i t a l must be measured 
by the s c a l e o f the New W o r l d t o w h i c h i t b e l o n g s ; 
and t he young Domin ion i n w h i c h i t o c c u p i e s so p r o m i n e n t 
a p l a c e ; b u t y o u t h f u l as i t i s , i t s b e g i n n i n g s a l r e a d y 
p e r t a i n t o e l d e r g e n e r a t i o n s ; and i t has a h i s t o r y 
o f i t s own n o t w i t h o u t i n t e r e s t t o o t h e r s b e s i d e s i t s 
modern d e n i z e n s . 2 1 



W i l s o n i l l u s t r a t e d T o r o n t o ' s s t a t u r e as an h i s t o r i c a l c i t y by 

c ompa r i n g i t s o r i g i n s w i t h t h o s e o f Thebe s , Rome, London and o t h e r 

c i t i e s o f a n t i q u i t y . Agnes Maule Machar r e d e f i n e d h i s t o r i c a l 

t i m e i n a s i m i l a r f a s h i o n when she began h e r a r t i c l e on h i s t o r i c 

K i n g s t o n by s t a t i n g t h a t "Two hund red y e a r s , though v e r y f a r 

be low the a n t i q u i t y o f t h e C h e s t e r s and B e r w i c k s o f O l d E n g l a n d , 

c o n s t i t u t e a p r e t t y r e s p e c t a b l e age f o r a town i n a; :wor ld w h i c h 
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i s e m p h a s t i c a l l y c a l l e d t he New." A g a i n i n t h e M o n t h l y , M. 

J . G r i f f i n e q u a t e d the a n c e s t o r s o f V i c t o r i a n Canada w i t h t h e 

he roe s o f c l a s s i c a l a n t i q u i t y : 

s u r e l y i t i s n o t t o much t o c l a i m t h a t t he Canad i an 
r e a d e r s h a l l have a k i n d l y and deep i n t e r e s t i n t h e 
men who began t h e h i s t o r y o f o u r c o u n t r y . I t i s a 
h i s t o r y t o w h i c h we l o o k back as t h e Greeks l o o k e d 
back t o t he Homer ic h e r o e s , o r t h e Roman t o t he dim 
f i g u r e s w h i c h f i l l t h e epoch o f h i s c o u n t r y ' s f o u n d a t i o n , 
and w h i c h w i l l e v e r be t h e p r o l o g u e t o t he r e c i t a l o f 
t h e most s p l e n d i d deve lopment s t o w h i c h t h e s e c o l o n i e s 
may i n the f u t u r e a t t a i n . 2 3 

In i t s " L i t e r a r y N o t e s " co lumn o f F e b r u a r y , 1873, t h e M o n t h l y 

d e a l t e d i t o r i a l l y w i t h t he i s s u e o f r e l a t i v e h i s t o r i c a l v a l u e s 

and t i m e schemes. "Compared w i t h the m o t h e r - l a n d o u r a n t i q u i t i e s 

may seem b u t t h i n g s o f y e s t e r d a y , " i t n o t e d , b u t i n t h e New 

W o r l d h i s t o r i c a l p r o c e s s e s have been conden sed : 

E ven t s i n t h e new w o r l d move r a p i d l y . W i t h i n t he compass 
o f a few decades we seem t o have crowded t he i n t e r e s t 
o f a c e n t u r y ' s h i s t o r y i n t he o l d w o r l d . A new w o r l d 
has been opened up.; n a t u r e has been w r e s t l e d w i t h ; 
t r i b e s s ubdued , c i v i l i z a t i o n has d i s p l a c e d the rude 
and p r i m i t i v e ; s a v a g e r y has g i v e n p l a c e t o l a w ; t h e 
d i s c o v e r e r has become t he p i o n e e r ; t he p i o n e e r the 
c o l o n i s t ; and f r o m the c o l o n y we have, now^the n a t i o n . 
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In such c o n f l i c t s and a c h i e v e m e n t s , and i n so g r e a t 
a s t r i d e i n m a t e r i a l and mora l p r o g r e s s , i t c o u l d n o t 
f a i l t h a t much t h a t i s r i c h i n a s s o c i a t i o n and s t i r r i n g 
i n s t o r y , s h o u l d r e s u l t and become t he h e r i t a g e o f t he 
p r e s e n t . 2 4 

The q u e s t f o r Canad i an h i s t o r y , s u i t a b l y " r i c h i n a s s o c i a t i o n 

and s t i r r i n g i n s t o r y , " pe rmeated t he c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f V i c t o r i a n 

Canada. Many s t o r i e s i n the l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l s a t t e m p t e d t o 

add h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s t o t he a p p a r e n t l y t i m e l e s s w i l d e r n e s s , 

s e a r c h i n g t he Canad i an l a n d s c a p e f o r r e s e m b l a n c e s t o t he O l d 

W o r l d , where " E v e r y v a l l e y , e v e r y m o u n t a i n , e v e r y r u i n , has i t s 
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t a l e o f l e g e n d a r y l o r e . " One G a r l a n d t a l e , "The G i b b e t T r e e " 

( 1 8 4 4 ) , was w r i t t e n t o show t h a t " t h i s c o u n t r y , a l t h o u g h unknown 

t o fame, can p r oduce i t s r o m a n t i c i n c i d e n t s a l s o , w h i c h , i f happy 

i n a h i s t o r i a n , w o u l d be d e v o u r e d by t he r e a d e r w i t h as much a v i d i t y 

as the m a r v e l l o u s t a l e s and l e gend s o f o l d e r and more f a v o r e d 
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l a n d s . " H. T. Devon ' s " L e a v e s f r o m the L i f e Romance o f Merne 

D i l l a m e r , " s e r i a l i z e d i n t h e B r i t i s h A m e r i c a n i n 1864, opened 

w i t h a s i m i l a r ; , a f f i r m a t i o n o f C a n a d a ' s r o m a n t i c v a l u e : 

The Bay o f Q u i n t e i n i t s p r e s e n t s t a t e a f f o r d s a t t r a c t i o n s 
o f no o r d i n a r y k i n d t o t he l o v e r s o f p i c t u r e s q u e s c e n e r y 
. . . . o n l y w a n t i n g i n t he charms o f a s s o c i a t i o n t o 
e q u a l t h e p l a c i d s e r e n i t y o f many f a r - f a m e d E n g l i s h 
r i v e r s , o r t o r i v a l even t he b o l d e r b e a u t i e s o f t he 
f a i r y - h a u n t e d R h i n e . 2 7 

To add " t h e charms o f a s s o c i a t i o n " t o Upper Canad i an s o i l , Devon 

c o n s t r u c t e d a t a l e o f amorous c o m p l i c a t i o n s o c c u r r i n g t h i r t y 

y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y , and i n v o l v i n g a d e s c e n d a n t o f 

one o f t h o s e i n t r e p i d U n i t e d Empi re L o y a l i s t s who, a t 
t he commencement o f the g r e a t Ame r i c an s t r u g g l e f o r 



i n d e p e n d e n c e , l e f t t h e i r n a t i v e homes w i t h a s p i r i t 
o f undaunted h e r o i s m , and t r a v e r s e d p e r i l o u s and 
unknown t r a c t s o f f o r e s t , and m i l e s upon m i l e s o f 
u n r e c l a i m e d w i l d e r n e s s , i n o r d e r t o r e a ch t he B r i t i s h 
P r o v i n c e s o f t h e n o r t h , r a t h e r t h a n endu re t h e i n s u l t i n g 
a l t e r n a t i v e o f a c k n o w l e d g i n g a s e l f - c o n s t i t u t e d g o v e r n ­
ment, o r o f p r o c l a i m i n g t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e t o a f l a g whose 
f o l d s waved i n t r i u m p h a n t though r e b e l l i o u s m a j e s t y 
o v e r t h e n o b l e l a n d o f t h e i r b i r t h . 2 8 

Devon ' s T o r y l o y a l i s m , r e v e r e n c e f o r h i s t o r y , and d e s i r e t o e n r i c h 

Canad ians w i t h a p e r s o n a l sense o f t h e i r p a s t c u l m i n a t e d i n h i s 

f i n a l r ema r k s . A t t he end o f the s t o r y he s w i t c h e d h i s f o c u s 

f r o m the p a s t t o t he p r e s e n t , s p e a k i n g i n h i s own v o i c e i n o r d e r 

t o r e l a t e p a s t e v e n t s and p r e s e n t r e a l i t i e s t o a s p e c i f i c Canad ian 

l o c a l i t y : 

As the a u t h o r w r i t e s t h i s , he s t a n d s n e a r t he s p o t 
where t h e y l a i d t h i s e r r i n g d a u g h t e r o f e a r t h down 
t o r e s t . Under a d r o o p i n g e l m - t r e e i n t h i s q u i e t c h u r c h ­
y a r d , benea th t h i s h i l l , i s t he l o n e l y g r ave o f Maude 
D i l l a m e r . . . . The mans ion a t P r o s p e c t H i l l ^ i s now, 
i n t he march o f improvement w h i c h o f l a t e y e a r s has 
swept o v e r t he l a n d , - - much l e s s r e c o g n i z a b l e t han when 
i t o c c u p i e d a more i s o l a t e d p o s i t i o n i n a l e s s p r o ­
g r e s s i v e t i m e . 9 

A l s o m o t i v a t e d by a d e s i r e t o endow h i s c o u n t r y w i t h a sense o f 

l e g e n d ba sed on h i s t o r y was t he anonymous a u t h o r o f " A T a l e o f 

t h e Red R i v e r , " p u b l i s h e d i n the A n g l o - A m e r i c a n i n 1855. A f t e r 

r e l a t i n g how t he Red R i v e r r e c e i v e d i t s name, f r o m the mas sac re 

o f a p a r t y o f s e t t l e r s by I n d i a n s , the a u t h o r c o n c l u d e d t h a t 

" a h a l o o f g l o r y must e v e r s u r r o u n d t he names o f t ho se p i o n e e r s 

o f c i v i l i z a t i o n i n t h e f a r N o r t h w e s t , as b r i g h t as t h a t w h i c h 

30 

e n c i r c l e s t h e he roe s o f B a l a c l a v a o r I n k e r m a n . " A s l i g h t 

v a r i a t i o n i n t h i s p a t t e r n o c c u r r e d i n the work o f W i l l i a m C h a r l e s 



McK innon , who was i n t e r e s t e d i n Canada ' s l i n k s w i t h s e n s a t i o n a l 

r a t h e r t h a n h e r o i c h i s t o r y . In t h e c h a p t e r o f F r a n c e s , o r P i r a t e 

Cove (1851) t i t l e d "Cape B r e t o n 120 Yea r s A g o , " McKinnon a r gue s 

p e r s u a s i v e l y t h a t n o t o r i o u s p i r a t e s l i k e B l a c k b e a r d and Dampier 

had f r e q u e n t e d the c o a s t o f Cape B r e t o n , t h e r e b y g i v i n g h i s 

o t h e r w i s e i m p o s s i b l e n o v e l some sen se o f h i s t o r i c a l a u t h e n t i c i t y . 

These m i d - n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y s t o r i e s , wh i ch r e v e a l a s t r o n g 

i n t e r e s t i n i m b u i n g t he Canad i an l a n d s c a p e w i t h r o m a n t i c h i s t o r i c a l 

a s s o c i a t i o n s , r e p r e s e n t t he a t t i t u d e o f t h e Canad i an c u l t u r a l 

community as a w h o l e . D u r i n g t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , c r i t i c a f t e r 

c r i t i c e x h o r t e d Canad i an w r i t e r s , o f f i c t i o n and n o n - f i c t i o n 

a l i k e , t o d e v e l o p n a t i v e h i s t o r i c a l s u b j e c t s . P r e - C o n f e d e r a t i o n 

e d i t o r s o f l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l s , s e e k i n g t o e s t a b l i s h a m a r k e t 

f o r Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e , r e q u e s t e d m a t e r i a l abou t the c o u n t r y ' s 

p a s t and s u g g e s t e d s u i t a b l e t o p i c s . In T833 t he e d i t o r o f t h e 

Canad i an L i t e r a r y Magaz i ne a s k e d , 

who w i l l deny t h a t t h e e v e n t s w h i c h have c h a r a c t e r i s e d 
t he i n f a n c y o f t h i s e x t e n s i v e c o u n t r y a f f o r d ample 
m a t e r i a l f o r t he H i s t o r i a n , the P o e t , and t h e N o v e l i s t ? 
The s u f f e r i n g s o f the U. E. L o y a l i s t s , - - t h e p r i v a t i o n s 
o f t h o s e who sunk benea th t he gnawings o f Famine i n 
Hungry Bay , — t h e a d v e n t u r e s o f t h e H u n t e r , e s p e c i a l l y 
i f he p o s s e s s e d t h e r o m a n t i c s p i r i t o f L o r d Edward 
F i t z g e r a l d , - - t h e G u e r i l l a - l i k e a ch i e vemen t s o f t he 
l a t e War, ~ t h e p a s t and p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n o f t he 
A b o r i g i n e s , — a r e s u b j e c t s i n t e r e s t i n g t o t h e C a n a d i a n , 
and t o h im who has a d o p t e d Canada f o r h i s c o u n t r y . 

In 1853 , w i t h more e l e g a n c e t h a n grammar, t he e d i t o r o f t h e 

Map le L e a f r em inded h e r c o n t r i b u t o r s t h a t 
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A r t i c l e s d e l i n e a t i n g e v e n t s and s cene s w h i c h have 
t r a n s p i r e d i n t he P r o v i n c e w i l l be we lcomed. Touches 
f r o m pens w h i c h l o v e t o t r a c e the e a r l y s t a g e s o f 
p r o g r e s s i n a commun i ty , and e n l i v e n t h e i r s k e t c h e s 
by b r i n g i n g t o l i g h t i n c i d e n t s and l e gend s r e l a t i n g 
t o o u r w o n d e r f u l p a s t , w i l l f i n d a c o r n e r f o r such 
t r a c e r y i n o u r M a g a z i n e . 3 2 

F u l l - l e n g t h Canad i an h i s t o r i e s were e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y welcomed 
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by t he Moodies i n the V i c t o r i a Magaz ine and by t he L i t e r a r y 

G a r l a n d , w h i c h d e c l a r e d t h a t John R i c h a r d s o n ' s War o f 1812 (1842) 
" w i l l r e s c u e f r o m o b l i v i o n one i m p o r t a n t e p o c h , " and a l s o hoped 

i t w o u l d m o l l i f y some o f t h e r e s i d u a l h o s t i l i t i e s f r o m the 1837 

r e b e l l i o n . R i c h a r d s o n used l anguage s i m i l a r t o t he G a r l a n d ' s 

i n 1841 , when he p e t i t i o n e d Ba ron Sydenham, G o v e r n o r G e n e r a l 

o f B r i t i s h N o r t h A m e r i c a , f o r a p e n s i o n . Among h i s a c h i e v e m e n t s 

R i c h a r d s o n c i t e d t he w r i t i n g o f The Canad i an B r o t h e r s , whose 

pu rpo se was " t o r e s c u e f r o m o b l i v i o n t h e names o f g r e a t and good 

men whose dea th n o t l e s s t han t h e i r l i v e s have r e f l e c t e d l u s t r e 
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upon t h i s P r o v i n c e . " 

T h a t C o n f e d e r a t i o n w o u l d p r o v i d e new s t i m u l a t i o n f o r h i s t o r i o g r a p h y 

and h i s t o r i c a l romance was r e c o g n i z e d i n 1867 by S t e w a r t ' s L i t e r a r y 

Q u a r t e r l y , w h i c h remarked t h a t 

The re i s a mine o f h i s t o r i c and r o m a n t i c l i t e r a t u r e t o 
be wo r ked by t h e s t u d e n t o f t h i s o r a l a t e r day , and we 
t r u s t t h a t when t he f l a g o f the Domin ion s h a l l wave 
p r o u d l y o v e r a l l t he c o n f e d e r a t e d s t a t e s , f r o m the 
A t l a n t i c t o t h e P a c i f i c , we s h a l l endeavou r t o p r e s e r v e 
f r o m o b l i v i o n many a f a d e d anna l o f t he p a s t , o r weave 
i n t o r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n . s c r a p s o f l e g e n d a r y l o r e . 3 6 

The key words i n t h i s s t a t e m e n t a r e " h i s t o r i c " and " r o m a n t i c , " 

s y n t a c t i c a l l y l i n k e d t o g e t h e r . The k i n d o f h i s t o r y w h i c h e x c i t e d 



p o s t - C o n f e d e r a t i o n Canada i n c l u d e d i n c i d e n t s and c h a r a c t e r s 

w h i c h m e r i t e d t he a d j e c t i v e s " r o m a n t i c " and " h e r o i c , " a b l e t o 

f u r n i s h m a t e r i a l f o r n o v e l s m o d e l l e d on t he works o f S i r W a l t e r 

S c o t t and f a i t h f u l t o G o l d w i n S m i t h ' s s even "Lamps o f F i c t i o n . " 

A s i m i l a r v i ew o f h i s t o r y u n d e r l a y t he n a t i o n a l i s m o f t he Canada 

F i r s t movement. W. A. F o s t e r ' s 1871 a d d r e s s , ' : Canada F i r s t ; o r ,  

Our New N a t i o n a l i t y , " opened w i t h a paean t o t he romance o f Canada ' s 

p a s t : 

what a l a n d o f a d v e n t u r e and romance has t h i s . b e e n ! 
We may have no n a t i v e b a l l a d f o r the n u r s e r y , o r home-
bo rn e p i c f o r the s t u d y ; no t o u r n e y f e a t s t o r h a p s o d i s e 
o v e r , o r mock h e r o i c s t o emblazon on o u r e s c u t c h e o n ; 
we may have no p r i s m a t i c f a b l e s t o i l l u m i n e and adorn 
t he p r e f a c e o f o u r e x i s t e n c e , o r c u r i o u s myths t o 
o b s c u r e and s o f t e n the s h a rp o u t l i n e o f ou r e a r l y h i s t o r y ; 
y e t woven i n t o t h e t a p e s t r y o f o u r p a s t , a r e who l e 
vo lumes o f t o u c h i n g p o e t r y and g r e a t tomes o f g l o w i n g 
p r o s e t h a t r i v a l f i c t i o n i n e a ge rne s s o f i n c i d e n t , and 
i n m a r v e l l o u s c l i m a x p u t f a b l e t o t he b l u s h . We need 
n o t r a n s a c k f o r e i g n romance f o r v a l o r o u s deed s , nor ' 1 , 
a r e we c o m p e l l e d t o go a b r o a d f o r s ad t a l e s o f p r i v a t i o n 
and s u f f e r i n g . The most c h i v a l r o u s we can m a t c h ; t he 
most t r i e d we can p a r a l l e l . 3 7 

A few c h r o n i c l e r s and e s s a y i s t s p e r c e i v e d t h a t the h i s t o r i c a l 

f o u n d a t i o n o f t he new n a t i o n l a y i n t he t r i a l s and deeds o f i t s 

e a r l y p i o n e e r s , whose h e r o i s m r e s i d e d i n t he day t o day l a b o u r s 

o f c o l o n i z a t i o n . W r i t e r s l i k e W i l l i a m Wye S m i t h , w h o ^ p u b l i s h e d 

a s e r i e s o f " I l l u s t r a t i o n s o f Canad i an L i f e " i n R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s 

i n 1882, wan ted the c o u n t r y ' s d e b t t o i t s f i r s t s e t t l e r s p r o p e r l y 

a c know ledged : 

In a few c e n t u r i e s , o r even i n a few g e n e r a t i o n s , 
t he f i r s t f i f t y y e a r s o f Canad ian l i f e - - t he ways 
and means, and m a k e - s h i f t s , o f t h e men who t ook h o l d 
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o f t he Bu sh , and made i t i n t o an i n h a b i t e d and c u l t i v a t e d 
c o u n t r y - - w i l l be an i n t e r e s t i n g s t u d y . Then p e o p l e 
w i l l r e g r e t t h a t so few m a t e r i a l s r ema in f o r t he i l l u s t r a t i o n 
o f t he f o r m a t i v e p e r i o d o f the c o u n t r y . The i m m i g r a t i o n 
o f a f a m i l y i n t o t h i s c o u n t r y w i l l a lways be h e l d as t he 
b e g i n n i n g o f t he f a m i l y h i s t o r y . How d e s i r a b l e w o u l d 
i t b e , c o u l d we i n d u c e the a u t h o r i t i e s a t Ot tawa o r 
T o r o n t o t o encou rage t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f such f a m i l y 
h i s t o r i e s , by o p e n i n g a s e t o f b o o k s , t o p e r m a n e n t l y 
r e g i s t e r a t a r e a s o n a b l e f e e , memoranda c o n c e r n i n g o u r 
p i o n e e r f a m i l i e s . We can o n l y f a i n t l y imag i ne how 
much i n t e r e s t may s u r r o u n d t h e s e , i n t he y e a r s o r c e n ­
t u r i e s t o come. A t t h e p r e s e n t t ime i t i s h a r d t o i m a g i n e 
t h e t r u t h t h a t we a r e l i v i n g i n the f o r m a t i v e , t h e 
h e r o i c age o f t h e c o u n t r y . 3 8 

In 1884 t he Canad i an M e t h o d i s t Magaz i ne e x p r e s s e d a s i m i l a r o u t ­

l o o k when i t warmly we lcomed Samuel Thompson ' s R e m i n i s c e n c e s o f 

a_ Canad ian P i o n e e r f o r the 1 a s t F i f t y Y e a r s : 

As Mr. G o l d w i n Sm i th t r u l y remarked . . . t he n o b l e s t 
c h a p t e r s i n t he h i s t o r y o f Canada a r e b u r i e d i n t he 
g raves o f the e a r l y p i o n e e r s t h r o u g h o u t t h i s l a n d . . . . 
We c a n n o t be t o o g r a t e f u l when one o f t h e s e p i o n e e r s 
l e a v e s us a r e c o r d o f t h e e a r l y days o f Canada. I t 
i s p e c u l i a r l y r a r e t o f i n d one o f t h e l i t e r a r y m e r i t 
o f Mr. Thompson ' s vo lume. I t i s t he b e s t a c c o u n t o f 
p i o n e e r l i f e t h a t we k n o w . 3 " 

S e v e r a l c o n t r i b u t o r s t o the New Domin ion M o n t h l y a l s o c a l l e d 

a t t e n t i o n t o t he h e r o i s m o f t he o r d i n a r y men and women who f i r s t 

s e t t l e d B r i t i s h N o r t h A m e r i c a . In 1868, W. H. W. r e c o u n t e d t he 

f o u n d i n g o f t he Red R i v e r s e t t l e m e n t , and Rev. T. Webs te r p r o d u c e d 

a s e r i e s o f a r t i c l e s d e s c r i b i n g " E a r l y Scenes i n Canadian L i f e . " 4 0 

In t h e 1 8 7 0 ' s and 1 8 8 0 ' s , however , the t ime had n o t y e t 

come f o r a c c o u n t s o f o r d i n a r y l i f e - - p a s t o r p r e s e n t - - t o 

e n t e r the m a i n s t r e a m o f Canad ian f i c t i o n . Such m a t e r i a l f r e q u e n t l y 

a p p e a r e d i n books o r p e r i o d i c a l s i n t h e f o r m o f j o u r n a l i s t i c 
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s k e t c h e s o r f a c t u a l memoirs o f t he p a s t , b u t was n o t c o n s i d e r e d 

s u f f i c i e n t l y e x c i t i n g t o f u l f i l l t he r e q u i r e m e n t s o f h i s t o r i c a l 

romance. Those i n t e r e s t e d i n r e c o v e r i n g Canad i an h i s t o r y and 

e s t a b l i s h i n g Canad ian l i t e r a t u r e t h r ough t he medium o f t he h i s t o r i c a l 

n o v e l t u r n e d i n s t e a d t o men and women whom h i s t o r y had endowed 

w i t h h e r o i c s t a t u r e , o r t o e r a s o f g r e a t h i s t o r i c a l c r i s i s , 
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a p p r o p r i a t e l y " r i c h i n a s s o c i a t i o n and s t i r r i n g i n s t o r y . " 

Among t h e most p r o m i n e n t s u p p o r t e r s o f Canad ian e f f o r t s i n 

t h e f i e l d s o f h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h and romance were t h r e e four i ' d ing 

members o f t h e Roya l S o c i e t y o f Canada. James MacPherson L e M o i n e , 

John George B o u r i n o t and John T a l o n - L e s p e r a n c e a l l w r o t e c o p i o u s l y 

on Canad ian h i s t o r i c a l s u b j e c t s , p u b l i s h i n g monographs and f u l l -

l e n g t h w o r k s , a n d 3 c o n t r i b u t i n g a r t i c l e s and r e v i e w s t o t h e m a j o r 
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p o s t - C o n f e d e r a t i o n p e r i o d i c a l s . In h i s l a t e r y e a r s B o u r i n o t 

v a l u e d pu re h i s t o r i o g r a p h y more h i g h l y t han f i c t i o n , and e n c o u r a g e d 

the w r i t i n g o f h i s t o r i c a l romance more i n c o n c e s s i o n t o p o p u l a r 

t a s t e t han i n accordance w i t h h i s own l i t e r a r y p r i n c i p l e s . B u t 

i n t h e 1 8 7 0 ' s , when he h i m s e l f w r o t e a few s t o r i e s , B o u r i n o t 

j o i n e d LeMoine and L e s p e r a n c e i n b e l i e v i n g t h a t , f a r f r o m c o r r u p t i n g 

h i s t o r y , t he h i s t o r i c a l romance p e r f o r m e d the d u a l pu rpo se o f 

e d u c a t i n g t h e Canad i an p u b l i c and d e v e l o p i n g a d i s t i n c t i v e Canad ian 

l i t e r a t u r e by f o l l o w i n g " t h e memorable example o f t h e a u t h o r o f 

W a v e r l e y . 1 , 4 3 

B o u r i n o t , L eMo i ne , L e s p e r a n c e and o t h e r i n t e l l e c t u a l l e a d e r s 

o f V i c t o r i a n Canada p e r f o r m e d t h e i r m i s s i o n o f d i r e c t i n g t he 



deve l opment o f Canad i an f i c t i o n by c o n t i n u a l l y r e m i n d i n g t h e i r 

r e a d e r s t h a t "The e a r l y t ime s o f Canada abound w i t h i n c i d e n t s o f 

t h e most d r a m a t i c i n t e r e s t - - i n e x h a u s t i b l e s t o r e s o f m a t e r i a l s 
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f o r t h e n o v e l i s t . " LeMoine s p e c i f i e d t he r e s u l t s he a n t i c i p a t e d 

f r o m h i s h i s t o r i c a l re search .^ i n an e s s a y on "The H e r o i n e o f 

V e r c h e r e s , " p u b l i s h e d i n S t e w a r t ' s i n 1869: 

The e a r l y t i m e s o f Canada teem w i t h i n c i d e n t s most 
r o m a n t i c : f e a t s o f endu rance - - o f c o o l b r a v e r y - -
C h r i s t i a n h e r o i s m i n i t s l o f t i e s t p h a s e s ; a c t s o f savage 
t r e a c h e r y o f t h e d a r k e s t d y e - - - deeds o f b l o o d and 
revenge most a p p a l l i n g - - a d v e n t u r o u s e s cape s by f o r e s t , 
l a n d and f l o o d ; w h i c h w o u l d f u r n i s h t he f r ame -work 
f o r f i f t y most f a s c i n a t i n g romances . . . . The e r a i s 
n o t f a r d i s t a n t when t he b e a u t i e s o f Canad i an h i s t o r y 
w i l l be as f a m i l i a r t o ou r y o u t h as t hey a r e c o m p a r a t i v e l y 
unknown a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e . D ' I b e r v i l l e , M ' l l e de 
V e r c h e r e s , L a t o u r , D o l l a r d des Ormeaux, Lamber t C l o s e , 
w i l l y e t , we o p i n e , r e c e i v e f r o m the mag ic wand o f a 
Canad i an W a l t e r S c o t t a h a l o o f g l o r y as b r i g h t as 
t h a t w h i c h , i n t he eyes o f S c o t i a ' s s o n s , s u r r o u n d s . ; 
a F l o r a M c j y o r , a J e a n n i e Deans, a C l a v e r h o u s e , o r 
a Rob R o y . 4 5 

L e M o i n e ' s e s s a y s on t he h i s t o r y and t r a d i t i o n s o f e a r l y Canada 

and Quebec, c o l l e c t e d i n h i s s i x vo lumes o f Map le Leaves ( 1 8 6 3 -

1906) and o t h e r w o r k s , d i d i n f a c t i n s p i r e many w r i t e r s , mos t 

n o t a b l y W i l l i a m K i r b y , a f e l l o w f o u n d i n g member o f t he Roya l 

S o c i e t y . When the Canad i an M o n t h l y r e v i e w e d L e M o i n e ' s P a s t  

and P r e s e n t ( 1 8 7 6 ) , i t i n d i c a t e d t he n a t i o n a l s i g n i f i c a n c e o f 

h i s wo rk : 

I t i s a lway s a p l e a s u r e t o r e c e i v e a new volume f r om 
the a u t h o r o f " M a p l e L e a v e s . " Mr . Le M o i n e ' s ene r g y 
and i n d u s t r y have l a i d h i s own P r o v i n c e and the Domin ion 
a t l a r g e under a deep o b l i g a t i o n . In c o l l e c t i n g m a t e r i a l s 
s k e t c h e s o f c h a r a c t e r , I n d i a n and C a n a d i a n , i n r e s c u i n g 
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f a v o u r i t e c h a n s o n s , and , g e n e r a l l y , i n t r e a s u r i n g up 
f o r the h i s t o r i a n 1 s use mernoires p o u r S e r v i r , he has 
been an i n d e f a t i g u a b l e l a b o u r e r . 4 * 

B o u r i n o t a l i g n e d L e M o i n e ' s r e s e a r c h w i t h a r o m a n t i c app roach 

toward s h i s t o r y when he d e c l a r e d o f h i s f r i e n d t h a t "To h im t he 

n a t u r a l b e a u t y o f t he S t . Lawrence and i t s h i s t o r i c and l e g e n d a r y 

l o r e a r e as f a m i l i a r as were t he p i c t u r e s q u e s c e n e r y and t h e 
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h i s t o r y o f S c o t l a n d t o S i r W a l t e r S c o t t . " S c o t t ' s name a p p e a r e d 

a g a i n i n t he o b i t u a r y o f LeMoine p u b l i s h e d i n t h e P r o c e e d i n g s  

and T r a n s a c t i o n s o f t he Roya l S o c i e t y o f Canada i n 1912: "Ce 

que f u r e n t S i r W a l t e r B e s a n t p o u r L o n d r e s , F r e d e r i c M i s t r a l p o u r 

l e P r o v e n c e , S i r W a l t e r S c o t t pou r V E c o s s e , S i r James LeMoine 
»- - 48 

I ' a e t e p o u r l a v i 1 l e e t l a r e g i o n du Quebec . " 

L i k e L e M o i n e , B o u r i n o t d e t e r m i n e d t o r e s u r r e c t t h e f o r g o t t e n 

he roe s and h e r o i n e s o f e a r l y Canada. He t e n d e d t o m a i n t a i n a 

more b a l a n c e d , l e s s e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y n a t i o n a l i s t i c p o s i t i o n than 

L e M o i n e , v i e w i n g Canada w i t h i n t h e l a r g e r s p e c t r u m o f w o r l d 

h i s t o r y . In h i s 1877 a r t i c l e on "Gen t l emen A d v e n t u r e r s and Cou reu r s 

de B o i s , " B o u r i n o t p o s t u l a t e d t h a t Canad i an h i s t o r y had s u f f e r e d 

n e g l e c t becau se i t c o u l d n o t q u i t e e q u a l the " s t r i k i n g " and 

" s e n s a t i o n a l " e v e n t s s u r r o u n d i n g S p a n i s h a c t i v i t y i n the New 

W o r l d . He t h e r e f o r e r e s o l v e d t o c o r r e c t t he o m i s s i o n s and o v e r ­

s i g h t s w h i c h had c h a r a c t e r i z e d t he r e c o r d i n g o f Canad i an h i s t o r y 

f r o m the t i m e o f t h e f i r s t e x p l o r e r s : 

The S p a n i s h monarch showered d i g n i t i e s on t he b o l d 
u n s c r u p u l o u s men who gave a new w o r l d t o S p a i n , and 
p o u r e d u n t o l d m i l l i o n s i n t o h e r t r e a s u r y ; b u t t h e 
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p i o n e e r s who won a b o u n d l e s s domain f o r F r a n c e , o n l y 
met w i t h n e g l e c t and c o l d n e s s . Even the names o f many 
o f t h e s e a d v e n t u r e r s have been f o r g o t t e n , and a r e o n l y 
now and t hen b r o u g h t t o l i g h t by the e n t h u s i a s t i c 
s t u d e n t o f o u r e a r l y r e c o r d s . 4 9 

The o b j e c t o f B o u r i n o t 1 s h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h e s was t o c a l l 

a t t e n t i o n t o " C a n a d i a n M a t e r i a l s f o r H i s t o r y , P o e t r y and Romance," 

as he t i t l e d an e s s a y p u b l i s h e d i n New Domin ion M o n t h l y i n 1871. 

Canada w o u l d t a k e c e n t u r i e s , B o u r i n o t f e l t , t o a c q u i r e t he h i s ­

t o r i c a l r e s o n a n c e s o f t h e O l d W o r l d , "where e v e r y f o o t o f g round 

has i t s memorable a s s o c i a t i o n s - - i t s r e c o r d o f human h e r o i s m 

and human s u f f e r i n g , " b u t i t s t i l l p o s s e s s e d i t s own " r e c o r d 

o f h e r o i c e n d e a v o u r and s u f f e r i n g , o f t he s t r u g g l e between a n t a g o n i s t i c 

p r i n c i p l e s and s y s t e m s , o f human, p a s s i o n , f r a i l t y and v i r t u e " 
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t h a t c o m p r i s e d t h e t r u e " e s s e n c e o f h i s t o r y , romance and p o e t r y . " 

He f ound t h e e a r l i e s t days o f Canada t o be e s p e c i a l l y r i c h i n 

" p r o l i f i c m a t e r i a l s f o r t h e n o v e l i s t . " F o r B o u r i n o t j t h i s p e r i o d 

ended w i t h t h e War o f 1812, w h i c h marked the end o f t he c o u n t r y ' s 

d r a m a t i c , r o m a n t i c h i s t o r y , and t he b e g i n n i n g o f i t s p r e o c c u p a t i o n 

w i t h u t i l i t a r i a n deve l opment . " S i n c e t h a t t i m e , " he d e c l a r e d , 

" o u r h i s t o r y has been w a n t i n g i n t he e l e m e n t s o f d r a m a t i c i n t e r e s t ; 

i t has had no e p i s o d e s o f s t i r r i n g i m p o r t , e x c e p t t he f r u i t l e s s 

r e b e l l i o n f r o m 1836-37 w h i c h a f t e r a l l was l i t t l e more than a 

f a c t i o n f i g h t i n some I r i s h c o u n t y . Our h i s t o r y f o r t he p a s t 
51 

h a l f c e n t u r y has been t he r e c o r d o f m a t e r i a l p r o g r e s s . " 

B o u r i n o t ' s 1871 summary o f r o m a n t i c h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l 

a v a i l a b l e f o r f i c t i o n i n c l u d e d L o u i s b o u r g , Quebec, t he J e s u i t 



-234 

m i s s i o n a r i e s , I n d i a n s , L a S a l l e , S t . C a s t i n , Lemoine d 1 I b e r v i l l e , 

and t he War o f 1812. Bu t t w e n t y - t w o y e a r s l a t e r , when he e v a l u a t e d 

Canada ' s i n t e l l e c t u a l s t r e n g t h and weakne s s , he was d i s h e a r t e n e d 

t o n o t e t h a t no Canad i an had y e t a c h i e v e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n 

i n " t h e n o v e l o r r omance . " D e s p i t e B o u r i n o t ' s p e r s o n a l e f f o r t s 

t o encou rage i n t e r e s t i n Canad i an h i s t o r y , Canada s t i l l l a c k e d 

a n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e w h i c h s u c c e s s f u l l y gave 

f o r m and v i t a l i t y t o the abundant m a t e r i a l s t h a t e x i s t 
i n the D o m i n i o n , among t he h a b i t a n t s on t h e o l d s e i g n e u r i e s 
o f t he F r ench p r o v i n c e , i n t h a t h i s t o r i c p a s t o f w h i c h 
t he r u i n s s t i l l r ema in i n M o n t r e a l and Quebec, i n t he 
N o r t h w e s t w i t h i t s q u a r r e l s o f a d v e n t u r e r s i n t he f u r 
t r a d e , and i n . t h e many o t h e r s o u r c e s o f i n s p i r a t i o n 
t h a t e x i s t i n t h i s c o u n t r y f o r the t r u e s t o r y - t e l l e r . 5 2 

A l t h o u g h t h e q u a n t i t y o f n a t i v e p r o s e f i c t i o n had s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

i n c r e a s e d f r o m 1871 t o 1893, i t s q u a l i t y f a i l e d t o r e a c h B o u r i n o t ' s 

h i g h l i t e r a r y s t a n d a r d s . 

U n l i k e LeMo ine and B o u r i n o t , John T a l o n - L e s p e r a n c e c o n t r i b u t e d 

t o t he encouragement o f Canad ian h i s t o r i c a l romance more as a 

n o v e l i s t and j o u r n a l i s t t han as an h i s t o r i a n o r c u l t u r a l c r i t i c . 

From 1873 t o 1880 he e d i t e d t he Canad ian I l l u s t r a t e d " N e w s ( 1 8 6 9 -

8 3 ) , a w e e k l y p e r i o d i c a l whose p o l i c y o f p r o m o t i n g h i s t o r i c a l 

romance f i r s t a p p e a r e d i n i t s p r o s p e c t u s , i s s u e d i n 1869, w h i c h 

announced a c o n t e s t w i t h ca sh p r i z e s f o r the b e s t "ROMANCES f ounded 

on I n c i d e n t s i n t he H i s t o r y o f C a n a d a . " I t s e r i a l i z e d t he w i n n e r s , 

and under L e s p e r a n c e ' s d i r e c t i o n the magaz ine c o n t i n u e d t o p u b l i s h 

h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n . When he became f o u n d i n g e d i t o r o f the Domin ion 
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I l l u s t r a t e d Week ly i n 1888, L e s p e r a n c e c o n t i n u e d t o f a v o u r r o m a n t i c 

s t o r i e s ba sed on Canad i an h i s t o r y , w r i t i n g f o r t h e f i r s t number 

o f the new p e r i o d i c a l a t w o - p a r t n a r r a t i v e d e s i g n e d t o combine 

Canad i an h i s t o r y w i t h one o f the most p o p u l a r forms o f s h o r t 

magaz ine f i c t i o n ~ t he summer l o v e s t o r y . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i n 

"A M i s s i q u o i H o l i d a y " a n c i e n t h i s t o r y and con tempo ra r y amours 

f a i l t o b l e n d h a r m o n i o u s l y because t h e h i s t o r i c m a t e r i a l i s 

d i d a c t i c a l l y s u p e r i m p o s e d upon t he p r i m a r y n a r r a t i v e . When the 

h e r o pays h i s f i r s t v i s i t t o t h e E a s t e r n T o w n s h i p s , he 

e n c y c l o p a e d i c a l l y summar izes the a r e a ' s v a r i o u s h i s t o r i c a l 

a s s o c i a t i o n s , w i t h r a t h e r i n c o n g r u o u s r e s u l t s . A t one p o i n t 

L e s p e r a n c e i n s i s t s on i n s e r t i n g i n t o a d e s c r i p t i o n o f s u n s e t on 

Lake ChampJa in f a c t u a l d e t a i l s w h i c h s i m p l y i n t e r r u p t t he f l o w 

o f t h e l o v e s t o r y : 

I t was now s u n s e t , and we had t h e g l o r i o u s v i ew w h i c h 
Sha rpe had p r o m i s e d me. The g r e a t l a k e - - s c e n e o f so 
much h i s t o r y , i n two hund red y e a r s - - t h e i n c u r s i o n s 
o f t h e I r o q u o i s t o Quebec; t he e x p e d i t i o n o f de T r a c y 
i n t o t he Mohawk V a l l e y ; t h e a s c e n t o f Mon t ca lm i n 
1758; the d e s c e n t o f t h e B r i t i s h i n 1760; t he t r i u m p h 
and f l i g h t o f t he C o n t i n e n t a l s i n 1776 -77 ; t he d i s a s t r o u s 
march o f B u r g o y n e , w h i c h c u l m i n a t e d a t S a r a t o g a i n 1780; 
t he n a v a l e n c o u n t e r s o f 1 812 -15 ; and the l e s s e r i n c i d e n t s 
o f t h e Canad i an r e b e l l i o n o f 1 837 -38 , t h e g r e a t l a k e 
seemed t o r e f l e c t i n s a n g u i n e g l o r y a l l t h e s e deeds 
o f v i c t o r y and d e f e a t as the sun p o u r e d h i s d e p a r t i n g 
f i r e s upon i t s bosom, tempered by s t r e a k s o f s t o r m c l o u d s . 

H i s e a r n e s t c o n c e r n w i t h p u b l i c i z i n g Canad i an h i s t o r y t h r ough 

t h e medium o f f i c t i o n , p r e s e n t a l s o i n h i s b e s t - k n o w n w o r k , 

The Bastonnais ( 1 8 7 7 ) , e a r n e d L e s p e r a n c e an e s t i m a b l e r e p u t a t i o n 

i n Canad i an l i t e r a r y c i r c l e s . In 1889 Canadiana commended h i s 



e d i t o r i a l d i r e c t i o n o f t h e Domin ion I l l u s t r a t e d , l a u d i n g the 

m a g a z i n e ' s p r o m o t i o n o f h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n : 

The f i e l d o f h i s t o r i c a l romance i s i n t h i s c o u n t r y a 
f e r t i l e and as y e t a l m o s t unbroken one , v a s t as o u r 
p r a i r i e s , and w i t h o u t t h e i r a p p a r e n t monotony. The 
Domin ion I I l u s t r a t e d can do much f o r Canada, and we 
f e e l s u r e t h a t under t h e p r e s e n t management o u r h i s t o r y 
w i l l n o t be l o s t ; s i g h t o f i n i t s e d i t o r i a l d e p a r t m e n t . 5 ^ 

When L e s p e r a n c e d i e d i n 1891 , W. D. L i g h t h a l l e u l o g i z e d h i s f r i e n d ' 

l i t e r a r y p r i n c i p l e s , s t a t i n g t h a t he had shown "more than any man 

how much i n t e r e s t can be awakened i n t he romance o f t he r e g i o n s 

a r ound u s , and t h e r e i s l i t t l e doubt t h a t he e d u c a t e d n o t a few 

p e r m a n e n t l y i n t h a t c u l t u r e o f t h e h e a r t w h i c h a l o n e makes t he 
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gen t l eman and t he gen t l ewoman . " 

L i g h t h a l V s p r a i s e f o r L e s p e r a n c e ' s i n t e r e s t i n " t h e romance 

o f t he r e g i o n s a r ound u s " and c u l t i v a t i o n o f g e n t i l i t y echoes 

t h e i n f l u e n c e o f W a l t e r S c o t t and c o n c u r s w i t h t h e l o f t y i d e a l i s m 

e x p r e s s e d i n S m i t h ' s seven "Lamps o f F i c t i o n . " F o l l o w i n g the 

example o f S c o t t , and m a i n t a i n i n g S m i t h ' s code o f l i t e r a r y c h i v a l r y 

E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n n o v e l i s t s ( i n c l u d i n g L i g h t h a l l ) t u r n e d t o v a r i o u s 

e r a s o f Canad i an h i s t o r y . R e s o l v e d t o c r e a t e a n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e 

t h e y t r i e d t o f i t Canad i an m a t e r i a l t o the f o rm o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l 

romance. Canad i an c o n t e n t , n o t Canad i an f o r m was the o b j e c t 

o f t h e s e l i t e r a r y n a t i o n a l i s t s ; as an anonymous t h e o r i s t s t a t e d 

i n 1881, an 

a tmosphere o f n a t i o n a l i s m , i n d e e d , i s one t h a t s h o u l d 
more p e n e t r a t i v e l y pe r vade a l l o u r l i t e r a t u r e , t han i t 
does . I f t h a t l i t e r a t u r e i s e v e r t o f i r e the h e a r t 
o f t he nation,.^, and t o c r e a t e a d i s t i n g u i s h i n g t ype 



o f n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r , i t must cease t o be i m i t a t i v e , 
and f i n d t he m a t e r i a l s o f i t s a r t and o c c u p a t i o n a t 
home. I t may bo r row t he l i t e r a r y fo rms o f the a u t h o r -
c r a f t o f t he O l d W o r l d , b u t i t s themes must be t h o s e 
o f t he N e w . 5 6 

In t h e i r s e a r c h f o r a p p r o p r i a t e Canad i an themes , a number 

o f E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n n o v e l i s t s - - m o s t l y f r o m Upper Canada - -

chose t o w r i t e romances a b o u t t h e p a s t o f t h e i r own, E n g l i s h -

s p e a k i n g c o m m u n i t i e s . One o f t h e s e , An A l g o n q u i n Ma iden ( 1 8 8 7 ) , 

by Graeme M e r c e r Adam and Agnes E t h e l w y n W e t h e r a l d , r e p r e s e n t s 

a d e l i b e r a t e a t t e m p t t o e s t a b l i s h t h e h i s t o r i c a l romance as t h e 

p r o p e r mode f o r Canad i an f i c t i o n . In h e r d i s c u s s i o n o f t h i s 

book i n The Week, S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan q u i c k l y d i s c e r n e d Adam's 

and W e t h e r a l d ' s d e s i r e t o c o u n t e r t he r e a l i s t i c d i r e c t i o n o f t h e 

modern n o v e l : 

"An A l g o n q u i n M a i d e n " i s a romance, a romance o f the 
most uncomprom i s i n g d e s c r i p t i o n , a romance t h a t m i gh t 
have been w r i t t e n i f t h e r e a l i s t i c s c h o o l had n e v e r 
been h e a r d o f . One need go no f u r t h e r t han t he t i t l e 
t o d i s c o v e r i t a romance; " m a i d e n s " a r e unknown t o t h e 
l i t e r a r y methods o f a l a t e r d a t e . They have become 
e x t i n c t , and a r e l e s s e u p h o n i c a l l y r e p l a c e d . Even i n 
p o e t r y usage has handed t h e word o v e r t o b e , a l o n g 
w i t h h i s c o r o n e t , the e x c l u s i v e l i t e r a r y p r o p e r t y o f 
L o r d Tennyson . More t han t h i s , t h e t i t l e b o l d l y s t a t e s , 
as w e l l as i m p l i e s , t he c h a r a c t e r o f t he book. "A 
Romance, " i t s a u t h o r s have had t h e t e m e r i t y t o s u b t i t l e 
i t , " O f t he E a r l y Days o f Upper Canada. ' * T h i s must be 
r e g a r d e d as n o t h i n g l e s s than a c h a l l e n g e t o t he modern 
i d e a o f the f o rm o f l a t t e r - d a y f i c t i o n . ^ 

The a u t h o r s announce t h e i r r o m a n t i c I p e r c e p t i o n o f t he p a s t i n 

t h e i r f i r s t p a r a g r a p h , wh i ch opens w i t h t h e p o e t i c s t a t e m e n t t h a t 

" I t was a May m o r n i n g i n 1825 - - s p r i n g - t i m e o f t he y e a r , l a t e 

s p r i n g - t i m e o f t h e c e n t u r y , " and c l o s e s w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o " t h e 



r o m a n t i c h a l o w h i c h t h e m i s t o f y e a r s l o v e s t o weave about t he heads 
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o f d e p a r t e d p i o n e e r s . " In 1832, W i l l i a m Dunlop had o b s e r v e d o f 

Canada t h a t "I can c o n c e i v e no p o s s i b i l i t y o f i t s becoming f o r 

c e n t u r i e s a f i t t i n g s t a g e f o r t he he roe s o r h e r o i n e s o f t h e 
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f a s h i o n a b l e n o v e l s o f Mr. B u l w e r o r the young D 1 I s r a e l i . " 

Such d e t a i l s o f s o c i a l h i s t o r y d i d n o t f a z e Adam and W e t h e r a l d , 

however , who c r e a t e d c h a r a c t e r s a p p r o p r i a t e t o r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n 

by p o p u l a t i n g Upper Canada w i t h w e l l - b o r n European f a m i l i e s . 

He l ene D e B e r c z y , one o f t he t h r e e u n a t t a c h e d maidens whose 

amorous i n v o l v e m e n t s shape the p l o t , descends f r om a Huguenot 

f a m i l y t r a n s p l a t e d t o t he New W o r l d . They b e l o n g t o a community 

t h i r t y m i l e s f r o m Y o r k , s e t t l e d by 

F r e n c h o f f i c e r s o f t he n o b l e s s e o r d e r , who, d u r i n g t he 
F rench R e v o l u t i o n , when the r o y a l i s t cause became d e s ­
p e r a t e , e m i g r a t e d t o E n g l a n d , t h e n c e t o Canada, w h e r e , 
by t h e boun ty o f t h e Crown, t h e y were g i v e n g r a n t s o f 
l a n d i n t h i s p o r t i o n o f t he P r o v i n c e o f Upper Canada. 
Here many o f t h e s e em i g r e s had made c l e a r i n g s on t he 
R i d g e s , and r e a r e d Cha teaux f o r t h e m s e l v e s and t h e i r 
h o u s e h o l d s a f t e r t h e manner o f t h e i r a n c e s t r a l homes 
i n Languedoc and B r i t a n n y ( pp . 1 4 - 1 5 ) . 

The E n g l i s h c o u n t e r p a r t t o t h i s r o m a n t i c a l l y F r ench (and c o n ­

v e n i e n t l y P r o t e s t a n t ) e l e m e n t i s f u l f i l l e d by t he M a c l e o d f a m i l y , 

headed by s t r o n g l y To r y Commodore Ra l ph M a c l e o d . "A g r and spec imen 

o f t he s t u r d y B r i t i s h seamen, who c o n t r i b u t e d by t h e i r prowess 

t o make E n g l a n d m i s t r e s s o f t he s e a s , " M a c l e o d r e t i r e d t o Canada 

where he b u i l t " a p a l a t i a l r e s i d e n c e " (p . 26) on t he s h o r e o f 

Lake S imcoe . H i s T o r y i s m and h i s p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s as a 

member o f the L e g i s l a t i v e C o u n c i l i d e n t i f y h im w i t h t he F a m i l y 



Compact, and he b i t t e r l y opposes the r e f o r m i n g a c t i v i t i e s o f 

young A l l a n Dun l op , h i s son Edwa rd ' s f r i e n d and e v e n t u a l l y 

h i s d a u g h t e r R o s e ' s husband. 

Dunlop adds a n o t h e r d i m e n s i o n t o t h i s r o m a n t i c c a s t . T h i s 

u p s t a r t R e f o r m e r , bo rn i n Canada i n a f a r m e r ' s c o t t a g e b u t a l s o 

i n c a r n a t i n g " a l l t h a t became a p a t r i o t and a g e n t l e m a n " ( p . 2 9 ) , 

a t f i r s t appea r s t o o l o w - b o r n t o w i n t he maiden he l o v e s . B u t 

Dunlop p rove s t o be a h e r o i n d i s g u i s e . "Though bo rn and b r e d 

on a f a r m , " A l l a n Dun lop " h a d i n h im t h e s p r i n g s o f a h i g h e r and 

f i n e r l i f e . He was a man o f d e l i c a t e i n s t i n c t s , r e f i n e d f e e l i n g s , 

and g r e a t n a t i v e s e n s i b i l i t y , i n h e r i t e d f r o m h i s m o t h e r " (p . 

9 1 ) , an E n g l i s h gent lewoman who had e l o p e d w i t h h e r r i d i n g ; - m a s t e r . 

Dun !op ' s h i g h p a r e n t a g e and even h i g h e r p r i n c i p l e s e v e n t u a l l y 

w i n h im h i s b r i d e , as bo th he and Ra l ph M a c l e o d l e a r n t o t a ke 

" a more d i s p a s s i o n a t e v i ew o f t h e q u e s t i o n s w h i c h d i s t u r b e d t h e 

c o u n t r y and w h i c h had r anged them p o l i t i c a l l y on o p p o s i t e s i d e s " 

( p . 2 3 7 ) . To t h i s c l a s s i c r o m a n t i c p l o t , i n w h i c h t h e he ro 

r e a l i z e s h i s t r u e i d e n t i t y and n o b l e l o v e t r i u m p h s o v e r p o l i t i c a l 

and p a r e n t a l o b s t a c l e s , Adam and W e t h e r a l d add a s u b p l o t c e n t r i n g 

on t he A l g o n q u i n m a i d e n . 

A l t h o u g h Wanda has l i t t l e e f f e c t upon the main p l o t , the f a c t 

t h a t t h i s p o s t - W o r d s w o r t h i a n c h i l d o f n a t u r e g i v e s t he book i t s 

t i t l e i n d i c a t e s t h e p rom inence o f romance i n t he minds o f li.'ts auth i 

D e s c r i b e d by Rose M a c l e o d as " a b e a u t y . • H a l f - w i l d . . . b u t w i t h 
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a s o r t o f b a r b a r i c s p l e n d o u r about h e r t h a t d a z z l e s and b e w i l d e r s 

one " (p . 5 8 ) , Wanda e p i t o m i z e s t he r o m a n t i c n o b l e s a vage . Her 

c r e a t o r s p l a c e h e r i n a p a r a d i s a l n a t u r a l w o r l d , t o h e r f a r 

s u p e r i o r t o t h a t d e v e l o p e d by European c i v i l i z a t i o n . Wanda and 

Rose MacLeod a r e f r i e n d s , b u t Wanda ' s 

a d m i r a t i o n o f Rose was t i n g e d w i t h p i t y . P o o r ga rden 
f l o w e r , c o n f i n e d f o r l i f e t o t he d u l l w a l k s and p r i m 
p a r t e r r e s o f a f i x e d e n c l o s u r e , when she m i gh t roam the 
w i l d p a t h s o f the f o r e s t ; condemned t o s l e e p i n a 
c l o s e room,.on s t i f l i n g f e a t h e r s , and ba t he i n an 
e l o n g a t e d t u b , when she m i g h t f e e l t he e l a s t i c i t y o f 
hemlock boughs benea th h e r , i n h a l e the pe r fumed b r e a t h 
o f m y r i a d t r e e s , and p l u n g e a t s u n r i s e i n t o the g l e a m i n g 
w a t e r s o f t he l a k e . I t was i n d e e d a p i t i a b l e l i f e 
( p . 4 9 ) . 

Bu t a s e r p e n t i n v a d e s Wanda ' s i n n o c e n t w i l d e r n e s s when R o s e ' s 

p h i l a n d e r i n g b r o t h e r becomes i n f a t u a t e d w i t h t h e A l g o n q u i n ma iden . 

Haun ted by t h e " i n t e n s e r e c o l l e c t i o n o f a tawny woman, b e a u t i f u l 

and w a r m - b l o o d e d " (p . 9 8 ) , Edward b r eak s o f f h i s commitment t o 

H e l e n e D e B e r c z y , and d e t e r m i n e s t o mar ry Wanda. E v e n t u a l l y h e r 

c o n d u c t a t a s o c i a l g a t h e r i n g d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t Wanda c a n n o t 

a d a p t t o the manners o f w h i t e s o c i e t y , i n whose eyes she behaves 

" p r e c i s e l y l i k e an ove rg rown c h i l d o f f i v e y e a r s who has ' n e v e r 

had any b r i n g i n g u p ' " ( p . 1 93 ) . Y e t f o r a l o n g t i m e Edward 

c o n t i n u e s t o v a c i l l a t e between the two women - - one r e p r e s e n t i n g 

r e f i n e d European c i v i l i z a t i o n , t he o t h e r t h e p a s s i o n a t e c a l l 

o f t he Canad ian w i l d - - u n t i l he f i n a l l y r e t u r n s t o H e l e n e . The 

once i n n o c e n t Wanda, now d e e p l y i n l o v e w i t h Edward, i s t o o 

much a v i c t i m o f c i v i l i z a t i o n t o r e t u r n t o h e r i d y l l i c f o r e s t . 

She f i n a l l y drowns h e r s e l f , h a v i n g " c o m m i t t e d t he g o d - l i k e s i n 



o f l o v i n g t o o much" ( p . 2 3 3 ) . 

A c c o r d i n g t o S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan, the more r o m a n t i c s e c t i o n s 

o f t he book were w r i t t e n by W e t h e r a l d , a p o e t whose t a s t e f o r 

f l a m b o y a n c e f r e q u e n t l y o b t r u d e s . As Duncan d r y l y remarked i n t he 

G l o b e , " I n any l o v e s t o r y t h e r e a r e p l e n t y o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 

t h e d i v i n e a f f l a t u s t o p r e c i p i t a t e i t s e l f , as i t w e r e , i n t o 

p r o s e , and M i s s W e t h e r a l d has imp roved e v e r y o p p o r t u n i t y . " ^ 

Duncan r ema ined t r u e t o h e r l i t e r a r y p r i n c i p l e s when she announced 

h e r p r e f e r e n c e f o r t h e c h a p t e r s c o n c e r n e d w i t h r e a l , p o l i t i c a l 

l i f e : 

The h i s t o r i c a l and p o l i t i c a l p a r t s , o f t he vo lume, 
w h i c h formyiby no means t oo much b a l l a s t f o r M i s s 
W e t h e r a l d ' s a e r i a l w r i t i n g , we owe e n t i r e l y t o Mr. 
Adam; and i t w i l l p r o b a b l y be w i s h e d i n many q u a r t e r s 
t h a t we had been g i v e n more c h a p t e r s l i k e t h a t upon 
" P o l i t i c s a t t he C a p i t a l , " even a t t he expense o f a 
few o f the s o r t o f t h a t upon "A K i s s and i t s Con ­
sequences . " 6 2 

L i k e much Canad i an h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n , An A l g o n q u i n Ma iden 

c o n t a i n s a p o l i t i c a l as w e l l as a l i t e r a r y p u r p o s e . In a d d i t i o n 

t o a d v o c a t i n g romance as t he p r o p e r mode f o r Canad ian f i c t i o n , 

and t r y i n g t o i n s t i l a sense o f p a t r i o t i s m , t h i s n o v e l ' s i l l u s t r a t i o n 

o f t h e c o n f l i c t s w h i c h c u l m i n a t e d i n the 1837 r e b e l l i o n and t he 

a c h i e v e m e n t o f R e s p o n s i b l e Government p r e s c r i b e s a code o f p o l i t i c a l 

c h i v a l r y . In A l l a n D u n l o p , Adam p o r t r a y s t he i d e a l , t e m p e r a t e 

p o l i t i c a l r e f o r m e r : 

He was one o f t he few i n the L e g i s l a t u r e who, w h i l e 
t hey r e c o g n i z e d t h a t t he o l d s y s t e m o f government 
was becoming l e s s and l e s s s u i t e d t o t he gen i u s and 



wants o f the young Canad i an commun i ty , a t the same 
t i m e w i s h e d t o u s h e r i n t he new reg ime w i t h the 
m o d e r a t i o n and t a c t w h i c h mark t he work o f the t h o u g h t ­
f u l p o l i t i c i a n and t he aims o f the t r u e s t a t e s m a n 
( p . 2 9 ) . 

A l t h o u g h Dunlop i d e n t i f i e s w i t h the r e f o r m e r s , he eschews 

r e p u b l i c a n i s m , f o r he i s " t o o l o y a l a man t o rank w i t h t he ' h e a t e d 

e n t h u s i a s t s ' who were t h r e a t e n i n g t o o v e r t u r n the C o n s t i t u t i o n 

and make a r e p u b l i c o u t o f the c o l o n y " (p . 1 6 8 ) . H i s " e m i n e n t l y 

f a i r and j u d i c i a l " ( p . 169) mind seek s t o c o r r e c t abuse and 

l e s s e n t he power o f t he " r u l i n g o l i g a r c h y " w i t h o u t undu l y u p s e t t i n g 

t h e s t a t u s quo. To m a i n t a i n p o l i t i c a l p e a c e , he l e a r n s t o r e g a r d 

t h e p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n " f r o m a p o i n t o f v i ew w h i c h was e m i n e n t l y 

s t a t e s m a n l i k e and d i s c r e e t , " and t h e r e f o r e r e f r a i n s f r om " p r e s s i n g 

many r e f o rms w h i c h t i m e , he knew, w o u l d q u i e t l y and w i t h l e s s 

a c r imony b r i n g a b o u t " ( p . 2 3 7 ) . 

D u n l o p ' s v i r t u e s and g e n t i l i t y e v e n t u a l l y w i n o v e r C o l o n e l 

M a c l e o d , the c r u s t y o l d T o r y whose " k i n d l y , s y m p a t h e t i c h e a r t " 

r e s p e c t s " t h o s e whose aims were h i g h and whose m o t i v e s were 

good " (p . 2 3 7 ) . A l t h o u g h Adam documents some o f the abuses 

o f power c ommi t t ed by the F a m i l y Compact, h i s own b i a s e s s u r f a c e 

when he comp l imen t s t h e i r " r e s p e c t f o r B r i t i s h i n s t i t u t i o n s , and 

t h e i r s t a u n c h l o y a l t y t o t h e Crown, a t a t i m e when r e p u b l i c a n 

s e n t i m e n t s were d a n g e r o u s l y p r e v a l e n t " ( p . 169 ) . A l t o g e t h e r , 

Adam seems t o a d v o c a t e an e v o l u t i o n a r y T o r y i s m , w h i c h m a i n t a i n s 

t h e b e s t o f t he o l d , and i n t r o d u c e s i n n o v a t i o n s o n l y when t he 

o l d s y s t e m f a i l s t o l i v e up t o i t s i d e a l s . S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan 
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s t a t e d t h a t Adam's t a c t f u l e f f o r t s t o p a i n t bo th s i d e s i n t h e i r 

b e s t c o l o u r s stemmed f rom h i s b e i n g " awa re t h a t t h e f o i b l e s o f b o t h 

t h e e a r l y p i o n e e r s o f Reform and the u p h o l d e r s o f t he F a m i l y 

Compact have de scended a l m o s t i n t a c t un to t he s econd and t h i r d 

g e n e r a t i o n s , and d o u b t l e s s d e s i r o u s , above a l l t h i n g s , t o a v o i d 

f a n n i n g t he f l a m e s o f P r o v i n c i a l p a r t y s t r i f e . " Bu t o f h i s 

a p p a r e n t r e f u s a l t o t a k e s i d e s she a l s o r e m a r k e d , " W h i l e c o n ­

g r a t u l a t i n g Mr. Adam upon t he d i p l o m a c y w i t h w h i c h he has com­

p a s s e d a somewhat d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n , one c a n n o t h e l p o b s e r v i n g 

i n the n e c e s s i t y f o r i t a n o t h e r and an u n s u s p e c t e d d i f f i c u l t y 

63 

w h i c h b e s e t s Canad i an a u t h o r s h i p . " 

T a c t and d i p l o m a c y meant l i t t l e t o many o t h e r a u t h o r s o f 

h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n abou t E n g l i s h Canada, who were f r e q u e n t l y 

m o t i v a t e d by a d e s i r e t o advance a p a r t i c u l a r c au se . W r i t e r s 

a bou t t he 1837 u p r i s i n g t ended t o be e s p e c i a l l y p a r t i s a n - -

u s u a l l y i n f a v o u r o f the gove rnment , and a g a i n s t t he r e b e l s . 

In t h e i r s t o r i e s , p l o t and c h a r a c t e r s e r v e m e r e l y t o enhance a 

p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n . T y p i c a l o f t h i s a t t i t u d e was W i l l i a m C h a r l e s 

McK innon . In h i s p r e f a c e t o S a i n t George : o r , t h e Canad ian 

League ( 1 8 5 2 ) , McKinnon c l a i m e d t h a t " t h e a u t h o r has n o t a l l i e d 

h i m s e l f t o any p a r t y o r t a k e n t he v iew o f any p a r t i c u l a r f a c t i o n 
64 

w i t h r e g a r d t o t he i n s u r r e c t i o n , " b u t he d e p i c t e d a l l t h o s e 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h W i l l i a m Lyon Mackenz i e as a b s o l u t e v i l l a i n s . 

" I n the T h i c k o f I t , " by A Backwoodsman, f i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n 1858 
65 

and a t t r i b u t e d t o . W i l l i am Dunlop s t a t e s i t s a u t h o r ' s p o l i t i c 

a l l e g i a n c e even more c l e a r l y . Here t h e r e b e l s a r e p o r t r a y e d as 



u t t e r l y d i s r e p u t a b l e l i c e n t i o u s i n d i v i d u a l s , who t r y t o commit 

t he " a c t o f s a c r i l e g e " o f k i s s i n g t he h e r o i n e , and c o n v e r s e " i n 

66 

l anguage t o o debased f o r t h e s e p a g e s . " The s t o r y ' s h e r o , 

H a r r y H e w i t , r ema in s t r u e t o h i s UEL o r i g i n s and h e l p s q u e l l 

t h e mora l chaos i n c i t e d by M a c k e n z i e and h i s f o l l o w e r s : 

Though t h e a c t u a l r e b e l l i o n under M a c k e n z i e was 
q u i c k l y c r u s h e d , a y e a r e l a p s e d b e f o r e peace and 
p r o s p e r i t y began t o r e t u r n t o t h e B r i t i s h d o m i n i o n s 
i n N o r t h A m e r i c a . The c o n t a g i o u s b r e a t h o f armed 
r e s i s t a n c e had swept o v e r a l l t he p r o v i n c e s , and under 
t he v i o l e n c e o f the commotion t h e r e b y c a u s e d , s c o u n d r e l s 
o f a l l s o r t s e n j o y e d a s o r t o f i m m u n i t y , o f w h i c h 
t h e y were n o t s l ow t o a v a i l t h e m s e l v e s . 

I n c e n d i a r i s m , r i o t , r o b b e r y and v i o l e n c e k e p t t h e 
l o y a l i n h a b i t a n t s o f Canada and t he o t h e r p r o v i n c e s 
i n a s t a t e o f c o n s t a n t d r e a d . Nowhere was t he e v i l 
more r i f e t han on the b o r d e r s o f Upper Canada , and 
H e w i t ' s company d i d yeoman s e r v i c e t o t he Crown, i n 
p u n i s h i n g and s u p p r e s s i n g t h o s e bands o f i n v a d e r s who, 
unde r t h e f l a g o f l i b e r t y , p u r s u e d t h e i r l a w l e s s 
c o u r s e s . ' 

L i k e t h e a u t h o r o f " I n t h e T h i c k o f I t , " C a t h a r i n e P a r r 

T r a i l l p o r t r a y e d t he r e b e l s o n l y i n un savou ry t e r m s . Susanna 

Mood ie e x p r e s s e d sympathy w i t h M a c k e n z i e ' s c a u s e , e s p e c i a l l y i n 

" C a n a d a : A C o n t r a s t , " added t o t he 1871 e d i t i o n o f Rough ing 

I t i n t h e Bu sh . B u t h e r s i s t e r m a i n t a i n e d a more c o n s e r v a t i v e 

a t t i t u d e , o r i g i n a t i n g , no d o u b t , i n t he f e a r s she e x p e r i e n c e d 

when news o f t he o u t b r e a k f i r s t r e a c h e d h e r i n 1837. T r a i l l ' s 

d i a r y e n t r y f o r December 7, 1837 b e g s , "God p r e s e r v e us f r o m the 

f e a r f u l consequences o f a c i v i l w a r f a r e . I t seems we have been 

s l u m b e r i n g i n f a n c i e d s e c u r i t y on a f e a r f u l v o l c a n o w h i c h has 

b u r s t and may p o s s i b l y overwhe lm u s . " I t c o n c l u d e s , " S u r e l y 
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ou r s i s a h o l y w a r f a r e - - t h e r e b e l s f i g h t i n an unho l y and 

u n b l e s s e d c a u s e . " When she l a t e r t r a n s f o r m e d h e r h i s t o r i c a l 

e x p e r i e n c e s i n t o f i c t i o n , i n " The V o l u n t e e r ' s B r i d e " p u b l i s h e d 

69 

i n the Map le L e a f i n 1854, T r a i l l used the r e b e l l i o n t o t e a c h 

p a t r i o t i s m t o h e r young r e a d e r s . In t h i s s t o r y , du t y comes b e f o r e 

l o v e as t h e b r i d e g r o o m t r o o p s o f f w i t h the government f o r c e s 

m i nu te s a f t e r h i s wedd i n g ceremony. T r a i l l s t r e s s e s the v i r t u e s 

o f " o u r b r a v e Canad i an v o l u n t e e r s " and the s e l f l e s s n e s s o f t h e i r 

w i v e s ; t h e t a l e ends when t h e government t r i u m p h s , and the wedd i n g 

cake i s f i n a l l y c u t " w i t h t h r e e c h e e r s - - one f o r t he b r i d e , one 

f o r t he b r i d e g r o o m , and* ' the t h i r d f o r t he c o l o n y and i t s b r a v e 
- i . „69 

v o l u n t e e r s . 

L a t e r w r i t e r s , a i d e d by the pa s sage o f t i m e , v i e w e d t he 

r e b e l l i o n more d i s p a s s i o n a t e l y . In a r a m b l i n g p o t p o u r r i o f l i t e r a r y 

s t y l e s , p l o t s and c h a r a c t e r s , s e r i a l i z e d i n t he M a r i t i me Wonth1y 

i n 1874 under t he t i t l e o f " J o s i a h G a r t h , " Dr. D a n i e l C l a r k 

e x p r e s s e d sympathy w i t h M a c k e n z i e . And i n " R o s a l b a ; o r , F a i t h f u l 

t o two L o v e r s , " t h e s t o r y w h i c h r e c e i v e d s e cond p r i z e i n the 

Canad i an 111 Us t r a t e d News ' s h i s t o r i c a l romance c o m p e t i t i o n , 

A r t h u r F a v e r a l d i s c o u n t e d the p o l i t i c a l i m p o r t o f the r e b e l l i o n . 

H i s Canad i an n a r r a t o r e x p l a i n s t o an Amer i c an t h a t 

The r e b e l l i o n . . . marks an e r a i n o u r h i s t o r y . I t 
i s an e v e n t t o d a t e f r o m . To men o f my g e n e r a t i o n 
i t i s a s t a r t i n g p o i n t , b u t t h a t i s because i t i s t he 
e r a o f o u r U n i o n . O u t s i d e o f t h i s f a c t , I can t r a c e 
no d i r e c t i n f l u e n c e i t has had on the Canad ian p e o p l e . 
The r e b e l l i o n was c r u s h e d b e f o r e i t became a r e v o l u t i o n , 



and i t i s o n l y r e v o l u t i o n s , y o u know, t h a t can m a t e r i a l l y 
a l t e r a n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r , one way o r t he o t h e r . 
Hence t he Canad i an p e o p l e , b a r r i n g a lway s t h e i r 
s t e a d y advance w i t h t he wave o f u n i v e r s a l p r o g r e s s , 
have r ema ined e v e r s i n c e the r e b e l l i o n p r e t t y much 
wha t t h e y were b e f o r e i t . 

F o r F a v e r e l , t he r e b e l l i o n a c q u i r e s l i t e r a r y i m p o r t a n c e because 

" t h e r e a r e numerous e p i s o d e s c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h a t e v e n t - - s c r a p s 

o f l e g e n d a r y and b a l l a d l i t e r a t u r e o f o u r v i l l a g e f i r e s i d e s , most 

o f them s t i l l u u n w r i t t e n " 7 0 w h i c h f u l f i l l t he c o n v e n t i o n s o f 

l i t e r a r y romance. Hence " R o s a l b a " d w e l l s more on t he amorous 

c o m p l i c a t i o n s p r o d u c e d by t he r e b e l l i o n than on i t s p o l i t i c a l 

mean ing . 

W r i t e r s e s p e c i a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n a r o u s i n g n a t i o n a l i s t i c 

f e r v o u r t e n d e d t o a v o i d t he t r o u b l e s o f 1837, w h i c h i n v o l v e d i n ­

t e r n a l d i s s e n t , and i n s t e a d t u r n e d t o t he War o f 1812, w h i c h 

a l l o w e d them t o i n d u l g e i n p a t r i o t i s m t o t h e i r h e a r t s ' c o n t e n t . 

Agnes Mau le M a c h a r ' s F o r K i n g and C o u n t r y , s e r i a l i z e d i n the 

Canad ian M o n t h l y i n 1874 b e f o r e i t s p u b l i c a t i o n i n book f o r m , 

s u p p o r t e d t h a t p e r i o d i c a l ' s Canada F i r s t p o i n t o f v i e w . 7 1 The 

s t o r y combines amorous romance w i t h h i s t o r i c a l romance as E r n e s t 

H e a t h c o t e , o f l o w e r - c l a s s o r i g i n s , p r o ve s w o r t h y o f h i s u p p e r -

c l a s s Upper Canad i an s w e e t h e a r t by f i g h t i n g b r a v e l y w i t h B r ock 

a t Queens t o n H e i g h t s . The s i t u a t i o n i s c o m p l i c a t e d by E r n e s t ' s 

A m e r i c a n b i r t h ; t h a t an A m e r i c a n can s u p p o r t the Canad i an cause 

r e i n f o r c e s B r i t i s h m o r a l i t y and j u s t i c e . H e a t h c o t e d e v o t e s h i m ­

s e l f t o Canada because he f e e l s t h a t 
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a r e c k l e s s , u n s c r u p u l o u s i n v a s i o n o f a p e a c e f u l c o u n t r y , 
b r o u g h t abou t by base men f o r s e l f i s h e n d s , must be 
r e s i s t e d by e v e r y h o n e s t man. To t a k e up arms i n such 
a cau se was t o f i g h t n o t o n l y f o r K i n g and C o u n t r y , 
b u t f o r peace and good o r d e r , - - f o r t h e s a c r e d r i g h t s 
o f man, - - f o r home and t he d e a r h e l p l e s s ones a round 
the h e a r t h s t o n e ; and a g a i n s t mu rde r , r a p i n e , c r i m e , 
- - a l l t he c o u n t l e s s v i l l a i n i e s t h a t must a t t e n d t he 
s u c c e s s o f r e c k l e s s ma raude r s . 72 

A s i m i l a r p o s i t i o n i s t a k e n by the h e r o o f W. H. Withrow/fs 

N e v i l l e Trueman, The P i o n e e r P r e a c h e r ( 1 8 8 0 ) , a young A m e r i c a n -

bo rn M e t h o d i s t who f i n d s h i m s e l f i n Canada when t he war b r e a k s 

o u t . Trueman s t a y s w i t h t h e C a n a d i a n s , d e c l a r i n g , 

My c h o i c e i s made; I c a s t i n my l o t w i t h my a d o p t e d 
c o u n t r y . I b e l i e v e t h i s i n v a s i o n o f a p e a c e f u l t e r r i t o r y 
by an armed h o s t i s a wanton o u t r a g e , and c anno t have 
t he s m i l e o f Heaven. I d a r e s a y I s h a l l e n c o u n t e r 
o b l o q u y and s u s p i c i o n f r om bo th s i d e s , b u t I must obey 
my c o n s c i e n c e . 7 3 

D e s p i t e h i s n o b l e i n t e n t i o n t o " p r e s e n t c e r t a i n phases o f Canad ian 

l i f e d u r i n g t he h e r o i c s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t f o r e i g n i n v a s i o n , w h i c h 

f i r s t s t i r r e d i n o u r c o u n t r y the p u l s e s o f t h a t common n a t i o n a l 

l i f e w h i c h has a t l e n g t h a t t a i n e d a s t u r d i e r s t r e n g t h i n the 

c o n f e d e r a t i o n o f t he s e v e r a l p r o v i n c e s o f t he Domin ion o f C a n a d a , " 7 ' 

W i t h r o w ' s e a r n e s t n e s s d e f e a t s h i s p u r p o s e . He crams i n t o one 

s m a l l volume t he h i s t o r y o f the e n t i r e w a r , t he h i s t o r y o f O n t a r i o 

Me thod i sm , and a t r a c t i l l u s t r a t i n g t he c o n v e r s i o n o f the h e r o i n e 

t o Me thod i sm, t r y i n g t o u n i t e the who l e t h r o u g h the s p o r a d i c 

appea rance s o f the i t i n e r a n t Trueman, who even manages t o e n c o u n t e r 

L a u r a S e c o r d i n t he m i d d l e o f h e r famous j o u r n e y . A l s o d e s i g n e d 

t o u p h o l d the B r i t i s h v i r t u e s o f honou r , l o y a l t y and j u s t i c e , 

a g a i n s t A m e r i c a n s e l f - i n t e r e s t and l i c e n c e was R o b e r t S e l l a r ' s 

Hemlock , A T a l e o f t he War o f 1812 ( 1 8 9 0 ) . B u t by f a r t h e most 
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p o l i s h e d and c a r e f u l l y c o n s t r u c t e d Canad i an n o v e l abou t t h i s 

war was W i l l i a m W i l f r e d C a m p b e l l ' s A B e a u t i f u l Rebel ( 1 9 0 9 ) , 

75 
i n w h i c h " t h e u n o f f i c i a l p o e t l a u r e a t e o f Canad i an i m p e r i a l i s m " 

t u r n e d the c o n v e n t i o n s o f romance i n t o a s t a t e m e n t o f i m p e r i a l 

s e n t i m e n t . 

C a m p b e l l ' s p r e f a c e announces t h a t h i s pu rpo se i s b o t h n a t i o n a l 

and i m p e r i a l . He r e - c r e a t e s " i n r o m a n t i c f o r m t he e a r l y v i c i s s i t u d e s 

o f f o r t u n e i n t h e l i f e o f my n a t i v e p r o v i n c e , " t o show t h a t " n o 

p o r t i o n o f o u r c o n t i n e n t c o n t a i n s more f a s c i n a t i n g and t r a g i c 

m a t e r i a l f o r the n o v e l i s t , than does t h e t r i a n g u l a r p e n i n s u l a 

bounded by t he G r e a t L a k e s , t h e Ot tawa R i v e r , and t he Upper S t . 

L a w r e n c e . " Bu t h i s u l t i m a t e goa l i s t o r e a c h beyond Canada and 

t o p l a c e Canada w i t h i n t h e l a r g e r c o n t e x t o f the B r i t i s h E m p i r e : 

To the B r i t i s h o v e r - s e a , b u t i n t he Empi re I p r e s e n t 
t h e s e page s , i n the hope t h a t they w i l l r e a l i z e t h a t 
t he t r u e s t r e n g t h o f t h e Emp i re depends n o t on t r a d e 
o r commerce, n o t on f o r c e o r p o l i t i c a l d i p l o m a c y ; b u t 
on t he common l o y a l t y o f h e r c h i l d r e n a t home and a b r o a d 
t o t he h i g h e s t i n s t i n c t s and t r a d i t i o n s o f a g r e a t 
p e o p l e . 7 6 

Hence Campbe l l d e s c r i b e s B r o c k as " a b r a v e s o l d i e r o f t he E m p i r e " 

( p . 6) and t he b a t t l e o f Queens ton H e i g h t s as t he o c c a s i o n when 

" t h e f i r s t g r e a t v i c t o r y i n t h e b a t t l e f o r t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f 

Canada t o t he B r i t i s h crown was won" ( p . 2 6 4 ) . 

To r e l a t e t he War o f 1812 t o the E m p i r e , Campbe l l c r e a t e s 

a s t o r y whose c e n t r a l c o n f l i c t o c c u r s n o t between Canad ians and 

A m e r i c a n s , b u t between two f a m i l i e s o f B r i t i s h d e s c e n t who c a r r y 

i n t o t he New W o r l d t h e r o m a n t i c , h i s t o r i c f r i c t i o n between t he 
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Roundheads and t he C a v a l i e r s . The B r a d f o r d s , r e p u b l i c a n s " b y 

r e a s o n o f t h e i r h e r e d i t y o f b l o o d f r o m t h e i r r e g i c i d e a n c e s t o r s " 

(pp . 6 2 - 6 3 ) , p l o t w i t h t h e Amer i c an s a g a i n s t B r i t i s h a r i s t o c r a t s 

l i v i n g i n Upper Canada. T h e i r main t a r g e t i s C o l o n e l Monmouth, 

whose g a r d e n , " l i k e a b i t o f the O l d W o r l d , " r e p r e s e n t s t h e 

t r a n s p l a n t i n g o f a r i s t o c r a t i c c u l t u r e i n N o r t h A m e r i c a . O u t s i d e 

h i s f e n c e i s " t h e rough s q u a l o r and c o a r s e n e s s o f a p r i m i t i v e b a c k ­

woods y a r d , " w h i l e w i t h i n e x i s t s " a c o n d i t i o n show ing i n f i n i t e 

c a r e , t o i l and i d e a l i t y , a r e f i n e m e n t o f garden hedge and o r c h a r d -

w a l l , w h i c h s u g g e s t e d E n g l a n d " ( p . 1 25 ) . Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , 

Campbe l l r e s o l v e s t he E n g l i s h C i v i l War on the s i d e o f t he R o y a l i s t s . 

' L y d i a B r a d f o r d , who " i n s t i n c t i v e l y l o v e d and w o r s h i p p e d b e a u t y 

and r e f i n e m e n t " (p . 222) d e s p i t e h e r r e p u b l i c a n o r i g i n s , i s c o n ­

v e r t e d t h r o u g h l o v e , m a r r i e s Monmouth ' s h e i r , and t o g e t h e r t hey 

s e t t l e down as g e n t l e f o l k i n Upper Canada. 

L i k e Adam and W e t h e r a l d , Campbe l l r e q u i r e d t he s a n c t i o n o f 

O l d W o r l d a r i s t o c r a c y and i t s h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s t o r e n d e r 

E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n l i f e s u i t a b l e f o r l i t e r a r y romance. T h e i r 

f i c t i o n a l he roe s and h e r o i n e s a r e bo rn i n Canada, b u t m o s t l y t o 

f a m i l i e s who have a t t e m p t e d t o t r a n s p l a n t u p p e r - c l a s s European 

l i f e w h o l e s a l e t o t h e New W o r l d , and have e s t a b l i s h e d p a r k - l i k e 

e s t a t e s i n t he w i l d s o f Upper Canada. T h i s k i n d o f n o s t a l g i c 

a t t r a c t i o n t o a f o r m o f h i g h l i f e w h i c h d i d n o t e x i s t i n c o n ­

t e m p o r a r y V i c t o r i a n Canada, and c o u l d be f ound i n i t s p a s t o n l y 

w i t h some d i f f i c u l t y , a ppea red a l s o i n ( ea sca i ; s " 1863 " " •" 



d i s c u s s i o n o f The H i s t o r y o f E m i l y Montague, and i n A ga tha A rmour 1 

Lady Rosamond ' s S e c r e t ( 1 878 ) . The o n l y n o t e w o r t h y a s p e c t o f 

A r m o u r ' s n a i v e r o m a n t i c f a n t a s y i s i t s s e t t i n g i n F r e d e r i c t o n 

d u r i n g the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f L o r d Howard Doug las i n the l a t e 

1 8 2 0 ' s . A c c o r d i n g t o A rmour , " The se were F r e d e r i c t o n ' s g l o r i o u s 

days - - days o f s p o r t ; days o f c h i v a l r y ; days o f s p l e n d o u r and 
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h i g h l i f e . " Armour d i s c o v e r e d i n F r e d e r i c t o n ' s h i s t o r i c p a s t 

a Canad i an ana l ogue t o m e d i e v a l romance: 

T r u l y t h i s was t he c h i v a l r i c age i n t he h i s t o r y o f 
t he c a p i t a l o f New B r u n s w i c k — t he age when p roud 
k n i g h t h o o d was the r u l i n g p a s s i o n i n the b r e a s t s o f 
t h e s t e r n e r s e x , when t r u e h e r o i c b r a v e r y was the 
q u a l i t y w h i c h won t he ma iden f a i r , when the b r e a t h 
o f s l a n d e r c o u l d n o t be t o l e r a t e d w i t h o u t c a l l i n g 
f o r t h a b r a v e champion on b e h a l f o f t he wronged . 
T h i s i s t he age t h a t has p a s s e d away n e v e r t o r e t u r n . 
P r o g r e s s and Reform a r e the two g r e a t powers combined 
t o c r u s h o u t a l l t r a c e s o f t ho se bygone day s . In . 
u n i t e d a c t i o n t hey r u t h l e s s l y w i p e o u t e v e r y v e s t i g e 
o r l i n g e r i n g r e l i c o f p a s t g r e a t n e s s . . . . Re fo rm 
s u g g e s t s , P r o g r e s s a c t s — Reform s u g g e s t s the remova l 
o f a l l o l d l a n d m a r k s , P r o g r e s s a s s i s t s i n t he a c c o m p l i s h ­
ment. By such means, and t h r ough s u c c e s s i v e s t a g e s , 
d i d t ho se days pass away, now t o be r e v i e w e d , as a 
b e a u t i f u l dream o f the p a s t . ' 9 

D e s p i t e A r m o u r ' s e n t h u s i a s t i c n o s t a l g i a , most n o v e l i s t s 

i n t e r e s t e d i n the p a s t f o u n d t h a t E n g l i s h Canada o f f e r e d com­

p a r a t i v e l y l i t t l e i n t he way o f d r a m a t i c s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l and 

p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y . They w o u l d have c o n c u r r e d w i t h John George 

B o u r i n o t ' s 1881 remark t h a t t he h i s t o r y o f Canada, " u n d e r the 

E n g l i s h r e g i m e , l a b o u r s under the d i s a d v a n t a g e o f a want b f 

u n i t y . . . b e i n g f o r t he most p a r t a r e c o r d o f c o m p a r a t i v e l y 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o v e r s y . " W h i l e B o u r i n o t c a l l e d 



f o r d e d i c a t e d h i s t o r i a n s t o " l i f t [ E n g l i s h - ] Canad i an h i s t o r y 

o u t o f t h a t s l o u g h o f d u l n e s s i n t o w h i c h so many have s u c c e e d e d 
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i n t h r o w i n g i t , " few n o v e l i s t s a s i d e f r o m Adam and W e t h e r a l d 

showed much i n t e r e s t i n t h e t a s k . I n s t e a d , E n g l i s h Canad ian 

w r i t e r s t u r n e d t o t he one r e g i o n w i t h i n t h e i r own b o r d e r s w h i c h 

most r e a d i l y p r o v i d e d e x c i t i n g h i s t o r y , r o m a n t i c f o l k l o r e and 

a European s o c i a l o r d e r , and a d o p t e d as t h e i r own t he h i s t o r y 

o f the F rench C a n a d i a n s , i n A c a d i a and i n Quebec. 
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S c o t t ' s I n d i a n poems, w h i c h r e c e i v e c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n i n 
D. G. J o n e s ' s B u t t e r f l y on Rock. John Moss d i s c u s s e s R i c h a r d s o n ' s 
I n d i a n s i n P a t t e r n s o f I s o l a t i o n , and r e c e n t l y s e v e r a l i n d i v i d u a l 
poems abou t I n d i a n s have been a n a l y z e d i n c r i t i c a l a r t i c l e s . 
However , most r e s e a r c h on the r o l e o f the I n d i a n i n Canad ian 
l i t e r a t u r e has been c o n f i n e d t o M a s t e r s ' and D o c t o r a l t h e s e s , 
and a f u l l - l e n g t h s t u d y o f the I n d i a n i n n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 
p o e t r y and f i c t i o n has n o t y e t appea red i n p r i n t . Among o t h e r 
t h i n g s , such a s t u d y w o u l d l o o k a t the p r o m i n e n t f i g u r e o f Tecumseh, 
t he t h r e a t o f m i s c e g e n a t i o n i n R i c h a r d s o n ' s Wau-Nan-Gee (1852) 
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h a l l ' s i d e a l i z a t i o n o f I n d i a n ' l i f e b e f o r e the coming o f the w h i t e 
man i n The M a s t e r o f L i f e ( 1 9 0 8 ) , and the f r e q u e n c y w i t h w h i c h 
I n d i a n b r a v e s and maidens s a c r i f i c e t h e i r l i v e s t o save t h e i r 
w h i t e s u p e r i o r s . Wanda, t he A l g o n q u i n maiden who c o n v e n i e n t l y 
drowns h e r s e l f t o s ave h e r w h i t e s w e e t h e a r t f r o m d i s g r a c e , was 
c e r t a i n l y n o t a un i que f i g u r e i n n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian 
l i t e r a t u r e . 
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CHAPTER V I I I 

"THE OLD WORLD OF AMERICA": 

FRENCH CANADA IN ENGLISH-CANADIAN FICTION 

The c o n t e n t s o f p r e - C o n f e d e r a t i o n p e r i o d i c a l s r e v e a l t h a t 

V i c t o r i a n Canada ' s l i t e r a r y i n t e r e s t i n Quebec o r i g i n a t e d i n 

i t s t a s t e f o r romance and t he p i c t u r e s q u e . D u r i n g t h e c o u r s e 

o f t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h i s f a s c i n a t i o n w i t h the r o m a n t i c 

a s p e c t s o f F rench Canada grew i n t o a sense o f i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h 

Q u e b e c o i s and A c a d i a n c u l t u r e , f o l k l o r e and h i s t o r y w h i c h h e l p e d 

t o e n r i c h E n g l i s h Canada ' s own r e l a t i v e l y b a r r e n n a t i o n a l image. 

In the 1 8 6 0 ' s , as t he c o u n t r y moved towards n a t i o n h o o d , F rench 

C a n a d a ' s l i t e r a r y , i m a g i n a t i v e and n a t i o n a l i m p o r t a n c e t o E n g l i s h 

Canada i n c r e a s e d c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y . The s i g n i f i c a n c e o f Q u e b e c ' s 

d i s t i n c t i v e h i s t o r y and s e c u r e c u l t u r e t o p o s t - C o n f e d e r a t i o n 

C a n a d a ' s c o n t i n u a l q u e s t f o r i d e n t i t y was i n d i c a t e d by E t h e l w y n 

W e t h e r a l d ( c o - a u t h o r o f An A I g o n q u i n Ma iden ) i n 1888, when she 

r emarked t h a t 

In a c e r t a i n s en se Quebec i s t he O l d W o r l d o f A m e r i c a . 
I t s c l a i m s t o d i s t i n c t i o n depend n o t upon any u n t r u s t ­
w o r t h y hopes o f f u t u r e g r e a t n e s s ; t h e y r e s t w i t h a 
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c o n f i d e n c e o f a s s u r a n c e upon an u n f o r g e t t a b l e and 
r i c h l y dowered p a s t . P a t r i o t i s m may be c h e r i s h e d 
by t h e o r d i n a r y Canad ian as a f i t and p r o p e r s e n t i m e n t , 
b u t f o r i t t o t h r i l l h i s i m a g i n a t i o n and t ouch h i s 
h e a r t i t i s n e c e s s a r y t h a t he s h o u l d d w e l l i n the 
Lower P r o v i n c e . 

In o r d e r t o t h r i l l t he i m a g i n a t i o n and t ouch t he h e a r t s 

o f t h e i r f e l l o w c i t i z e n s , E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n w r i t e r s drew on t he 

" u n f o r g e t t a b l e and r i c h l y dowered p a s t " o f Quebec and A c a d i a 

w i t h t h e w h o l e - h e a r t e d a p p r o v a l o f i n f l u e n t i a l c u l t u r a l f i g u r e s 

l i k e John George B o u r i n o t , J . M. L eMo i ne , and the e d i t o r s and 

r e v i e w e r s o f l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l s . Comments made by t h e s e i n ­

d i v i d u a l s c o n c e r n i n g Quebec as a s o u r c e o f l i t e r a r y m a t e r i a l 

r e v e a l how t h o r o u g h l y t h e y s h a r e d t he a s s u m p t i o n t h a t E n g l i s h -

Canad ian l i t e r a t u r e s h o u l d be r o m a n t i c , and t h a t F rench Canada 

c o u l d p r o v i d e t h a t romance. B o u r i n o t summar i zed t he appea l o f 

Q u e b e c ' s h e r o i c p a s t and a s s o c i a t e d d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r s when 

he s t a t e d t h a t 

In t h e h i s t o r y and t r a d i t i o n s o f New F r a n c e , t h e r e 
a r e many e l e m e n t s c a l c u l a t e d t o evoke the gen iu s o f 
p o e t r y and romance. I f we open t he volume o f t he 
p a s t , we see t he s o l d i e r and the p r i e s t , t he r e c k l e s s 
g e n t l e m a n - a d v e n t u r e r and t h e p p r e u x C h e v a l i e r , the 
C o u r e u r de b o i s and t he Voyageu r , t he I n d i a n w a r r i o r 
and a h o s t o f o t h e r r o m a n t i c f i g u r e s t e l l i n g a s t o r y 
o f a c h i e v e m e n t and a d v e n t u r e . 

I n t e r e s t e d i n f o s t e r i n g n a t i v e " p o e t r y and r omance , " Canad ian 

p e r i o d i c a l s e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y we lcomed J . M. L e M o i n e ' s seven 

vo lumes o f Map le Leaves (1863 -1906) and o t h e r c o l l e c t i o n s o f 

F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n h i s t o r i c a l and l e g e n d a r y l o r e . In the words o f 

a r e v i e w e r o f C h r o n i c l e s o f the S a i n t Lawrence ( 1 8 7 8 ) , L e M o i n e ' s 



books p r o v e d t h a t "The e a r l y days o f Canada were marked by a 

web o f romance, as d e l i g h t f u l i n i t s way, as t he l e g e n d a r y t h i n g s 

w h i c h o b t a i n i n o l d European c o u n t r i e s and some p l a c e s i n the 

3 

d i s t a n t O r i e n t . " In 1863, t he B r i t i s h A m e r i c a n Magaz i ne p r o -

c l a i m e d t h e f i r s t volume o f Maple Leaves a " g o d s e n d " because 

i t f i l l e d t he v o i d f e l t by the E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g i n h a b i t a n t s o f 

a l a n d w i t h o u t a m y t h o l o g y : 

We have , w i t h i n the l i m i t s o f B r i t i s h N o r t h A m e r i c a , 
no such s t r o n g h o l d s o f romance, as Quebec, and i t s 
s u r r o u n d i n g s . Nowhere e l s e a r e such t r a g e d i e s n a t i v e 
t o t he s c e n e , as the s t o r i e s o f Cha teau B i g o t , t he 
Ct i i en D 'O r , and t he " I r o n Cage . " . . . And the n a t u r a l 
f e a t u r e s o f t h a t w o n d e r f u l l a n d and r i v e r s c e n e r y , w h i c h 
one may t a k e i n a t a g l a n c e f r o m the c e l e b r a t e d c i t a d e l 
t h a t crowns Cape Diamond, h a r m o n i z e s p e r f e c t l y w i t h t he 
g leams o f t r a g e d y and p o e t r y , w h i c h s t i l l s h o o t a t h w a r t 
t he w a t e r s o f the S t . Lawrence and the S t . C h a r l e s . 4 

L a t e r commenta r i e s a l s o i l l u s t r a t e how L e M o i n e ' s w r i t i n g s f i r e d 

t he i m a g i n a t i o n o f E n g l i s h Canad ians by a d d i n g r o m a n t i c h i s t o r i c a l 

a s s o c i a t i o n s t o t he b a r r e n N o r t h Ame r i c an l a n d s c a p e . R e v i e w i n g 

t he f o u r t h s e r i e s o f Map le Leaves ( 1 8 7 3 ) , t h e New Domin ion M o n t h l y 

waxed e l o q u e n t abou t the "phenomena o f s e l f - s a c r i f i c e and d e v o t i o n " 

p r e s e n t e d by L e M o i n e ' s a c c o u n t o f 

t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s o f F r a n c e , s i n g l y o r i n p a i r s c a r r y i n g 
t h e d o c t r i n e s o f t h e C ro s s t h r ough thousands o f m i l e s 
o f f o r e s t ; and t he n o b l e s t b l o o d o f t h a t n a t i o n , c a r r y i n g 
c o n q u e s t , w i t h t h e c h i v a l r y o f the C r u s a d e s , t o the 
Hudson, t h e Oh i o and the M i s s i s s i p p i , t h e l a k e s and the 
i c y seas o f : t he n o r t h , [who] have sowed t he l a n d w i t h 
f a c t s w h i c h c anno t be t h o u g h t upon w i t h o u t e x c i t i n g an 
e x u b e r a n t growth o f f a n c y . * 

By p l a y i n g up Q u e b e c ' s c o l o u r f u l h i s t o r y and i d e a l i z i n g 

bo th e a r l y and c o n t e m p o r a r y F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n l i f e , V i c t o r i a n Canada 



f u l f i l l e d i t s own y e a r n i n g f o r n a t i o n a l romance. B l a n c h e Mac-

D o n e l l , a u t h o r o f many r o m a n t i c s t o r i e s and n o v e l s abou t Quebec, 

e p i t o m i z e d t h i s a t t i t u d e when she e x c u s e d t h e l a c k o f e a r l y 

l i t e r a r y a c t i v i t y i n New F r ance by e x p l a i n i n g t h a t " The se p e o p l e 

l i v e d p o e t r y and romance, b u t had no t ime t o w r i t e i t . " * ' To 

n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n s , l i v i n g i n a r e l a t i v e l y 

p r o s a i c s o c i e t y p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h m a t e r i a l p r o g r e s s , t h e F r e n c h 

Canad ian s d i d i n d e e d seem a p e o p l e g i f t e d w i t h the a b i l i t y t o 

" l i v e p o e t r y and r o m a n c e . " O l d Quebec appea red t o p r e s e n t a 

u n i f i e d , s e l f - c o n t a i n e d w o r l d , f ounded on an h e r o i c p a s t and 

composed o f i n d i v i d u a l s r e p r e s e n t i n g d i s t i n c t c l a s s and s o c i a l 

t y p e s , s e c u r e i n t h e i r l a n g u a g e , r e l i g i o n , h i s t o r y and t r a d i t i o n s . 

As John T a l o n - L e s p e r a n c e remarked i n 1877, "No c o u n t r y , f r om 

i t s p e c u l i a r i t i e s , p r e s e n t s a f a i r e r f i e l d f o r f i c t i o n than 

does Lower C a n a d a . " 7 

The e a r l i e s t E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n t a l e s abou t F r ench Canada 

b e a r e v i d e n c e o f g r e a t e r i n t e r e s t i n t he r o m a n t i c s e t t i n g s , 

c h a r a c t e r s and f o l k l o r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Q u e b e c ' s a n t i q u i t y and 

f o r e i g n n e s s t han i n i t s documented h i s t o r y . In t h e 1 8 2 0 ' s , 

Lower Canada appea red as t he home o f g o t h i c i s m and m y s t e r y i n 

s t o r i e s l i k e "The F a i r y H a r p " and "Midsummer Eve. A T a l e o f 

g 

t he O t t a w a . " Both by John Howard W i l l i s , t h e s e n a r r a t i v e s r e c o u n t 

e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h phantoms and the i n t e r p e n e t r a t i o n o f i m a g i n a t i o n 

and r e a l i t y . 
Q u e b e c ' s C a t h o l i c i s m added a n o t h e r d i m e n s i o n t o Lower Canada ' s 



appea l by g i v i n g E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n w r i t e r s an o p p o r t u n i t y t o b r i n g 

t o N o r t h A m e r i c a t he a n t i - C a t h o l i c i s m w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e d much 

European g o t h i c i s m . In 1824, when J u l i a C a t h e r i n e B e c k w i t h H a r t 

i n c l u d e d i n St:--' U r s u l a ' s Convent a J e s u i t p r i e s t who c o n s p i r e s 

t o c o n f i n e a l a d y i n a Quebec c o n v e n t , t he f i r s t Canad i an n o v e l 

e s t a b l i s h e d a p a t t e r n t h a t was t o r e c u r o c c a s i o n a l l y b u t c o n ­

s i s t e n t l y u n t i l a bou t 1875. In a w e l l - d o c u m e n t e d a r t i c l e on 

Mr s . E l l e n Ro s s , a u t h o r o f V i o l e t K e i t h ( 1 8 6 8 ) , J e f f r e y L. W o l l o c k 

d i s c u s s e s t h e r o l e o f M o n t r e a l i n n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y a n t i - C a t h o l i c 

l i t e r a t u r e , and m e n t i o n s a number o f s e n s a t i o n a l a n t i - C a t h o l i c 

p u b l i c a t i o n s w h i c h appea red i n t he U n i t e d S t a t e s , p r i m a r i l y i n 

t h e 1 8 3 0 ' s . O f t h e s e t h e most famous and f r e q u e n t l y r e p r i n t e d 

were L o r e t t e , The h i s t o r y o f L o u i s e , d a u g h t e r o f a Canad ian nun 

( 1 8 3 3 ) , t he Awfu l D i s c l o s u r e s , by M a r i a Monk, o f t he H o t e l D i e u  

Nunnery o f M o n t r e a l ( 1 8 3 6 ) , and F u r t h e r D i s c l o s u r e s ( 1 8 3 7 ) , a l l 

w h o l l y o r p a r t i a l l y w r i t t e n by George B o u r n e , an E n g l i s h - b o r n 

P r e s b y t e r i a n m i n i s t e r who s p e n t some t i m e i n Q u e b e c . 1 0 These 

s c u r r i l o u s p r o d u c t i o n s , a l o n g w i t h i n c i d e n t s i n Canad i an f i c t i o n 

l i k e t h e s e d u c t i o n o f the h e r o i n e o f John R i c h a r d s o n ' s Wes tbrook 

(1851) by a l a s c i v i o u s p r i e s t a t t a c h e d t o t he M o n t r e a l c o n v e n t 

o f N o t r e Dame, t he "damp c e l l e p i s o d e " o f V i o l e t K e i t h ( 1 8 6 8 ) , 

and t he e n f o r c e d nunhood o f t he h e r o i n e o f " A d r i e n n e C a c h e l l e , " 

a s t o r y s e r i a l i z e d i n the New Domin ion M o n t h l y i n 1871 , a l l 

i n d i c a t e t h a t Q u e b e c ' s C a t h o l i c i s m p r o v i d e d N o r t h A m e r i c a n w r i t e r s 
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w i t h l o c a l e q u i v a l e n t s t o t he dark c onven t s and m o n a s t e r i e s o f 

I t a l y and S p a i n , i n w h i c h many o f the h o r r o r s o f European g o t h i c 

f i c t i o n t a k e p l a c e . 

C o n t r i b u t o r s t o t h e L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d , however , c a r e d more 

a b o u t t he c o u r t l y e l e g a n c e and h i g h a d v e n t u r e t h e y a t t r i b u t e d 

t o the h i s t o r y o f New F r ance t han a b o u t f a b r i c a t i n g n e f a r i o u s 

r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s . T h e i r p o l i s h e d t a l e s o f h e r o i c d e v o t i o n and 

s a c r i f i c e , s e t i n t he e a r l y days o f Quebec and A c a d i a , a r e u s u a l l y 

p l a c e d w i t h i n a v e r i f i a b l e h i s t o r i c a l c o n t e x t b u t c o n c e r n a f f a i r s 

o f l o v e and honou r p e r i p h e r a l t o t h e main h i s t o r i c a l a c t i o n . 

W r i t e r s l i k e M r s . E. L. C u s h i n g and Mr s . H. V. Cheney, who p r o d u c e d 

t a l e s w i t h d e s c r i p t i v e t i t l e s such as "A Canad i an L e g e n d , " 1 1 

" J a c q u e s C a r t i e r and t he L i t t l e I n d i a n G i r l , " 1 2 and "The O l d 

13 

M a n u s c r i p t ; a Memoire o f t he P a s t , " v i e w e d t h e i r l i t e r a r y c r e a t i o n s 

as s o m e t h i n g q u i t e d i s t i n c t f r om h i s t o r y . As Mr s . C u s h i n g i n d i c a t e d , 

h e r r o l e was n o t t o w r i t e h i s t o r y , b u t t o e m b e l l i s h i t by e x p a n d i n g 

upon t he "numerous a f f e c t i n g i n c i d e n t s , t h a t d e v e l o p e d t h e c h a r a c t e r 

o f i n d i v i d u a l s , and w h i c h l e n t . . . a t i n g e o f r o m a n t i c i n t e r e s t , 

t h a t sheds a me l l ow l u s t r e o v e r t he d r y and s c a n t y d e t a i l o f 

14 

t he h i s t o r i a n . " 

In t he e a r l y 1 8 6 0 ' s , when James MacPher son LeMoine and 

F r a n c i s Parkman p u b l i s h e d t h e f i r s t vo lumes o f t h e i r e x p a n s i v e 

works r e l a t i n g t o Canad i an h i s t o r y , E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g Canad ians 

awoke en masse t o t he f a c t t h a t t h e i r p a s t — o r a t l e a s t Q u e b e c ' s 

- - was a n y t h i n g b u t " d r y and s c a n t y . " In 1863, LeMoine g a t h e r e d 
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h i s s c a t t e r e d magaz ine a r t i c l e s i n t o the f i r s t volume o f Maple 

L e a v e s , s u b t i t l e d " a Budget o f L e g e n d a r y , H i s t o r i c a l , C r i t i c a l 

and S p o r t i n g I n t e l l i g e n c e . " T h i s c o l l e c t i o n o f a s s o r t e d f a c t s 

and o b s e r v a t i o n s , "many w r i t t e n o f f h a n d f r o m s e l f - m e m o r y o f 

pe r s on s o r e v e n t s , and o t h e r s w i t h more r e s e a r c h i n t o t h e r e c o r d s 

15 

o f t h e p a s t , o r r e m i n i s c e n c e s o f t he l i v i n g , " f o c u s s e d on 

s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , l i t e r a r y , f o l k l o r i c and h i s t o r i c a l a s p e c t s o f 

Quebec, and i m m e d i a t e l y c a p t u r e d the a t t e n t i o n o f E n g l i s h Canada. 

When Parkman p u b l i s h e d the f i r s t volume o f h i s F r ance and Eng l and  

i n No r t h A m e n c a i n 1865, h i s s t y l e o f n a r r a t i v e h i s t o r y , w h i c h 

empha s i z ed the d r a m a t i c and h e r o i c s i d e o f F rench Canada ' s p a s t 

d e s p i t e h i s d i s a p p r o v a l o f New F r a n c e ' s p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e , 

f u r t h e r e n c o u r a g e d E n g l i s h Canada t o adop t and r o m a n t i c i z e Q u e b e c ' s 

h i s t o r y . I n deed , Parkman a l m o s t s i n g l e - h a n d e d l y d e t e r m i n e d 

t he d i r e c t i o n o f Canad i an h i s t o r i o g r a p h y and h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n 

1 c 
f o r the l a s t t h r e e decades o f t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The 

Domin ion Annua l R e g i s t e r ' s " R e v i e w o f L i t e r a t u r e , S c i e n c e and 

A r t " f o r 1880-81 spoke f o r t h a t e r a as a who l e when i t r emarked 

t h a t 

The c h i e f i n t e r e s t i n Canad ian h i s t o r y , i t i s a l m o s t 
t r i t e now t o s a y , has h i t h e r t o c e n t r e d i n t he F rench 
r e g i m e , the h e r o i c i n c i d e n t s , o f w h i c h Mr. F r a n c i s 
Parkman has a n t i c i p a t e d Canad ian w r i t e r s i n d e p i c t i n g , 
though h i s c ha rm ing n a r r a t i v e s . . . r e c o n c i l e us t o 
t he t h o u g h t t h a t the p e r i o d has f o u n d i t s f i r s t and 
b e s t h i s t o r i a n i n an A m e r i c a n J 7 

P a r k m a n ' s o r g a n i z e d h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h and L e M o i n e ' s more random 

b u t e q u a l l y e n g a g i n g t i d b i t s t o g e t h e r i n s p i r e d a l i t e r a r y i n t e r e s t 



i n h i s t o r i c a l and c o n t e m p o r a r y Quebec t h a t was t o t h r i v e i n t o the 

t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . Foremost among i t s consequences was the w r i t i n g 

o f W i l l i a m K i r b y ' s The Go lden Dog ( 1 8 7 7 ) , the book r e v e r e d i n 

18 

Canada i n t h e 1 880 ' s and 1 890 ' s as " o u r f i n e s t n o v e l . " 

The Go lden Dog was i n s p i r e d by LeMoine and app ro ved by 

Parkman. In a l e t t e r w r i t t e n t o LeMoine i n 1877, a f t e r h i s book 

f i n a l l y a ppea red i n p r i n t , K i r b y d e s c r i b e d i t s c o n c e p t i o n : 

In 1865 I t h i n k , I was i n a t t e n d a n c e a t P a r l i a m e n t 
i n Quebec - - l o b b y i n g a b i l l - - i n f a c t - - when y o u r 
e x c e l l e n t "Map l e L e a v e s " came i n t o my hands . I r e a d 
i t w i t h g r e a t i n t e r e s t , and s i t t i n g w i t h S u i t e one day 
i n t h e window o f the S t . L o u i s H o t e l , I r e a d p o r t i o n s 
o f i t t o h im r e m a r k i n g t h a t he re was the f i n e s t ' s u b j e c t 
f o r a romance t h a t I knew. o f . We t a l k e d much o f Cha teau 
B i g o t , and t he Ch i en d ' o r . I wanted S u i t e , as a c l e v e r 
F r ench C a n a d i a n , t o w r i t e t h e s t o r y , and f i n a l l y h a l f 
i n j e s t , h a l f i n e a r n e s t t h r e a t e n e d h im t h a t i f he w o u l d 
n o t w r i t e the s t o r y o f Ch i en d ' o r I w o u l d ! Tha t was 
t he b e g i n n i n g o f i t . The p l a n t i n g o f t h i s g r a i n o f 
m u s t a r d s eed t h a t has grown i n t o t he b i g t r e e f u l l o f 
l e a v e s - - o r r a t h e r book f u l l o f l e a v e s , t h a t y o u 
see 

LeMoine i n t u r n d e c l a r e d , "I have no h e s i t a t i o n i n p r e d i c t i n g 

t o y o u r book a g r e a t — a v e r y g r e a t s u c c e s s , and I w o u l d f e e l 

20 

v e r y p r oud o f i t , had I w r i t t e n i t . " L e M o i n e ' s c o n s e q u e n t 

n o m i n a t i o n o f K i r b y t o an h o n o r a r y membersh ip i n the L i t e r a r y 

and H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y o f Quebec p l e a s e d K i r b y immense l y , s a t i s ­

f y i n g h i s c r a v i n g f o r t he a p p r o v a l o f F r ench Canada. "I know 

t h a t t he b e s t j u d g e s o f t he C h i e n d ' o r , a r e my r e a d e r s i n t he 

c i t y o f Q u e b e c , " he w r o t e , " a n d I f e e l , I c o n f e s s , g r e a t e r p l e a s u r e 
21 

i n t h e i r commendat ions t han i n any o t h e r s . " 
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W i l l i a m K i r b y , h i s f r i e n d s and h i s r e v i e w e r s g e n e r a l l y 

c o n c u r r e d r e g a r d i n g The Go lden Dog ' s d i d a c t i c , n a t i o n a l i s t i c and 

l i t e r a r y v a l u e . The T o r o n t o Mai 1 f o u n d t h a t t he book " g i v e s good 

i n s i g h t i n t o t he manners and s o c i e t y o f t h a t p e r i o d , " and t h a t 

i t " w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d t o be n o t w i t h o u t i t s use as a h i s t o r i c a l 

22 

s t u d y . " In a more l e n g t h y r e v i e w , t he Canad ian M o n t h l y w h o l e -

h e a r t e d l y e n d o r s e d K i r b y ' s v e r s i o n o f t he l a s t days o f F r ench r u l e 

i n New F r a n c e , f i n d i n g h i s n o v e l i n f o r m a t i v e as w e l l as e n t e r ­

t a i n i n g : 

T h i s a d m i r a b l e h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n d e s e r v e s t h e warmest 
commendat ion , n o t m e r e l y f o r i t s l u c i d and f l o w i n g 
s t y l e , and the a r t i s t i c c o n s t r u c t i o n o f i t s p l o t , 
b u t e s p e c i a l l y f o r t h e l i g h t i t th rows on t he i n s t i t u t i o n s 
o f t he o l d F r e n c h reg ime and t h e r e a l causes o f t h e 
c o l l a p s e o f Bourbon power i n t he Dom in i on . . . . t he 
n a t u r a l f r u i t o f a v i c i o u s s y s t e m began t o appea r the 
moment F r a n c e n e g l e c t e d h e r c o l o n y and bad men assumed 
t he r e i n s o f power .23 

I t a c c e p t e d K i r b y ' s e x c u s e t h a t he " h a d t o perper.tra.te an a n a c h r o n i s m 

24 

o r two t o make t he ends o f i t t i e t o g e t h e r " s i n c e " t h e s l i g h t 

l i b e r t i e s t a k e n w i t h r e c e i v e d a c c o u n t s n o t o n l y do n o t mar t h e 

s t o r y b u t were a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y t o e n s u r e the u n i t i e s o f t ime 

and a c t i o n and g i v e c o m p l e t e n e s s t o t he p l o t . " In f a c t , the 

M o n t h l y f ound t h a t "As compared w i t h S c o t t , [ K i r b y ] i s a c c u r a c y 

i t s e l f . " M o r e o v e r K i r b y ' s c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t he deve l opment o f a 

n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e o v e r r o d e any m i n o r o b j e c t i o n s , and t he M o n t h l y 

c o n c l u d e d t h a t " a s a w h o l e , t he work d e s e r v e s t o be a t t e n t i v e l y 

r e a d by a l l who r e l i s h an i n t e r e s t i n g book , b u t more e s p e c i a l l y 

by t h o s e who l o v e Canada and h e r t r a d i t i o n s , and d e s i r e t o f o s t e r 

http://perper.tra.te
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and encou rage n a t i v e l i t e r a t u r e . " The F rench p r e s s a l s o re sponde 

e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y . In L a Revue C a n a d i e n n e , P. N. was i m p r e s s e d 

26 

by K i r b y ' s h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h , and i n L ' O p i n i o n P u b l i q u e K i r b y ' s 

f r i e n d , Ben jam in S u i t e , p r o c l a i m e d : 

S a l uon s un A n g l a i s q u i a e t u d i e V h i s t o i r e de l a 
N o u v e l l e - F r a n c e . 

S a l u o n s ^ l 1 u n des m e i l l e u r s romans c a n a d i e n s q u i 
a i e n t ete e c r i t s en l angue a n g l a i s e . 2 7 

K i r b y ' s c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h LeMoine r e v e a l s h i s c o n c e r n w i t h 

h i s t o r i c a l a c c u r a c y and h i s d e s i r e f o r a u t h o r i t a t i v e a p p r o v a l . • 

T h a t K i r b y f o u n d h i s m a j o r d i f f i c u l t y i n w r i t i n g The Go!den Dog 

t o be t he s a t i s f a c t o r y un i on o f romance and h i s t o r y appea r s i n a 

l e t t e r r e g a r d i n g h i s r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e U r s u l i n e c o n v e n t . K i r b y 

t o l d L e M o i n e , 

S h o u l d the volume f a l l unde r t h e eyes o f y o u r w o r t h y 
b r o t h e r , ( I b e l i e v e ) the C h a p l a i n o f the U r s u l i n e s who 
w r o t e t h e i r h i s t o r y , I t r u s t he w i l l n o t f i n d a word 
t o d i s a p p r o v e o f i n my r e f e r e n c e s t o the R e l i g e u s e s 
o f 130 y e a r s ago. 

The romance o f New F r a n c e permeates t h e o l d c o n v e n t 
t h r ough and t h r o u g h . I t s t r a d i t i o n s a r e so i n t e r m i n g l e d 
w i t h t he e a r l y h i s t o r y o f t h e C o l o n y t h a t a work l i k e 
mine w o u l d be s a d l y i n c o m p l e t e as a p i c t u r e o f t he 
t ime s w i t h o u t r e f e r e n c e t o t h e m . ™ 

The " romance o f New F r a n c e " r a t h e r than i t s h i s t o r y was , however , 

K i r b y ' s f i r s t c o n c e r n . A l t h o u g h he c o n s u l t e d LeMoine r e g a r d i n g 

h i s t o r i c a l d e t a i l s , K i r b y r ema i ned f u l l y aware t h a t he was n o t 

w r i t i n g h i s t o r y . In 1904 K i r b y d e f i n e d h i s own app roach t o h i s 

book when he i n f o r m e d John A. Coope r , e d i t o r o f t he Canad i an 

M a g a z i n e , t h a t " H i s t o r i c a l i n a c c u r a c i e s may be d i s c o v e r e d i n the 

h i s t o r y o f the C h i e n d ' o r bu fc th i s book i s no t a h i s t o r y - - b u t 
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a romance - - and must be j u d g e d by the h i g h e r laws o f p o e t i c 

and d r a m a t i c f i c t i o n t han by t h e d ry r u l e & f i g u r e s work o f 

29 

h i s t o r y . " M o r e o v e r , he rem inded Cooper t h a t " t h e MS was 

r e a d by t h e l a t e F r a n c i s Parkman a t t he r e q u e s t o f the L o v e l s 

- - and by him s t r o n g l y recommended f o r p u b l i c a t i o n . H i s i m p r i m a t u r 
30 

has a lways been a p l e a s i n g r e c o l l e c t i o n . " I n d e e d , K i r b y r e g a r d e d 

h i s t o r y as t he common p r o p e r t y o f t h e l i t e r a r y w o r l d , and he 

jumped t o L e M o i n e ' s d e f e n c e when t he l a t t e r was a c c u s e d o f p l a g i a r i s m 

i n h i s C h r o n i c l e s o f t h e S t . Lawrence ( 1 8 7 8 ) : P l a g i a r i s m i n d e e d ! as i f h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s l e gend s and 
t r a d i t i o n s were no t t he s t u f f , t h e raw m a t e r i a l o u t 
o f w h i c h e v e r y w r i t e r who i s w o r t h r e a d i n g does no t 
e x e r c i s e h i s g e n i u s i n f o r m i n g them i n t o works o f 
a r t and t h i n g s o f b e a u t y - - i f he c a n ! We t a k e t h i n g s 
t h a t a r e b a s i c m a t t e r - - common p r o p e r t y - - l i k e u n -
a p p o i n t e d l a n d , and by ou r work g i v e them v a l u e , b e a u t y , 
l i f e and t h e y become a r i g h t & an i n h e r i t a n c e . As 
w e l l d i s p u t e S hake spea re a t i t l e t o h i s p l a y s because 
t hey a r e a new f u s i o n o f o l d s t o r i e s r e f i n e d & r e c a s t 
i n h i s i m m o r t a l m i n d ! 3 ' 

I t was K i r b y 1 s r e c a s t i n g o f Canad i an h i s t o r y t h a t won him 

t h e p r a i s e o f Ben j am in S u i t e , h i s p e r s o n a l f r i e n d and l a t e r 

h i s a s s o c i a t e i n t he Roya l S o c i e t y . S u i t e v a l u e d The Go lden 

Dog p r e c i s e l y becau se i t was n o t h i s t o r y , and w o u l d t h e r e f o r e 

r e a c h and e d u c a t e a much l a r g e r a u d i e n c e : 

Mr. Parkman, que l e s l e c t e u r s a n g l a i s a d m i r e n t avec 
r a i s o n , n ' a p o u r t a n t r i e n f a i t que de c o u c h e r dans l a 
l angue q u ' i l p a r l e des pages b i e n connues de 1 ' H i s t o i r e 
du Canada, mais connues des C a n a d i e n s - f r a n g a i s s e u l e m e n t . 
En e x p l o i t a n t l e rrieme m i n e , vous a u r e z comme l u i l a 
vogue and l e charme de l a n o u v e a u t e . De p l u s , l a p a r t i 
de vos r & c i t s q u i r e s s o r t de 1 ' i m a g i n a t i o n pu re e t s i m p l e 
c o n t r i b u e r a a p o p u l a r i s e r l e Ch i en d ' o r , - - c e c i n ' a r r i v e r a 



pas p o u r Mr. Pa rkman, c a r du moment que T o n t r a i t e 
l ' h i s t o i r e p o u r l ' h i s t o i r e on ne se f a i t c o n n a t t r e que 
d ' u n e c l a s s e de l a s o c i e t e . 3 2 

As an h i s t o r i c a l n o v e l i s t K i r b y , i n S u i t e ' s v i e w , b e l o n g e d t o 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d company. A l t h o u g h L o m e P i e r c e was t o c o m p l a i n i n 

1929 t h a t " K i r b y had s t u d i e d the n o v e l as d e v e l o p e d by S c o t t and 

Dumas p e r e and a p p l i e d t h e r u l e s o f t h e s e c r a f t s m e n w i t h l i t t l e 

- 33 

o r i g i n a l i t y , " S u i t e p r a i s e d K i r b y ' s r e s e m b l a n c e t o S c o t t , Cooper 

and Dumas: 

L ' a v a n t a g e du roman s u r l e s a u t r e s gen re s e s t t r e s v i s i b l e 
Quant a" l a renommee l i t t e r a i r e qu i en d e r o u l e , j e pense 
qu T o n p e u t e t r e c o n t e n t de se nommer W a l t e r S c o t t , 
Fen imore C o o p e r , ou A l e x a n d r e Dumas. Dans n o t r e p a y s , 
c e t t e p l a c e e s t a p r e n d r e , e t l a i s s e z - m o i vous d i r e 
que vous s emb lez l e comprendre p a r f a i t e m e n t . 3 4 

In a d d i t i o n t o i t s v a l u e i n t e a c h i n g h i s t o r y t o the Canad ian p u b l i c 

and d e v e l o p i n g n a t i o n a l romance, S u i t e b e l i e v e d t h a t The Go lden 

Dog w o u l d h e l p u n i t e E n g l i s h and F r ench Canada. In J a n u a r y , 

1878 he w r o t e t o K i r b y : 

Le C h i e n D 'Q r f e r a c o n n a f t r e l e v i e u x Canada f r a n c a i s 
" a ' c e u x q u i l e l i r o n t . Les p r i j u g e s t o m b e r o n t comme 

magie d e v a n t vos d e s c r i p t i o n s de moeurs e t vos p e i n t u r e s 
d ' h i s t o i r e . Chacun de vos l e c t e u r s d e v i e n t un ami des 
C a n a d i e n s - f r a n c a i s . Je ne s a i s s i Parkman p e u t en d i r e 
a u t a n t de l u i -meme - - e n t o u t c a s , vous e t l u i , vous 
avez o u v e r t une v o i e q u i amenera l o i n l e s e s p r i t s des 
l e c t e u r s des deux c S t e s de l a 45° - - e t en A n g l e t e r r e . 3 5 

S u i t e ' s remarks i n d i c a t e t h a t K i r b y s h a r e d h i s o p i n i o n c o n c e r n i n g 

t he power o f h i s t o r i c a l romance t o promote n a t i o n a l u n i t y and r educe 

p r e j u d i c e . In J u l y , 1878 S u i t e r em inded K i r b y , " I I y a. l ongtemps 

que vous m ' e c r i v e z : ' L a c o n n a i s s a n c e de l ' h i s t o i r e du Canada, 

f e r a tomber l e s p r e j u g e s , u n i f e r a nose deux r a c e s : c a r e l l e s se 
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r e n d r o n t j u s t i c e e t s 1 e s t i m e r o n t . 1 " 

The Go lden Dog may n o t have f u l f i l l e d i t s n a t i o n a l pu rpo se 

o f u n i f y i n g F r ench and E n g l i s h Canada , b u t i t c e r t a i n l y d i d s u c c e e d 

i n c r y s t a l l i z i n g E n g l i s h C a n a d a ' s f o r m u l a t i o n o f t he myth o f 

Quebec. In h i s " C o n c l u s i o n " t o t he L i t e r a r y H i s t o r y o f Canada, 

N o r t h r o p F r y e i d e n t i f i e s E n g l i s h C a n a d a ' s l i t e r a r y f a s c i n a t i o n 

w i t h F rench Canada w i t h t h e p a s t o r a l t r a d i t i o n . A c c o r d i n g t o 

F r y e , 

A t t h e h e a r t o f a l l s o c i a l my tho l o g y l i e s what may be 
c a l l e d , becau se i t i s u s u a l l y c a l l e d , a p a s t o r a l my th , 
t h e v i s i o n o f a s o c i a l i d e a l . The p a s t o r a l i n i t s 
most common f o r m i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h c h i l d h o o d , o r 
w i t h some e a r l i e r s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n - - p i o n e e r l i f e , 
t he s m a l l t own , t he h a b i t a n t r o o t e d t o h i s l a n d - -
t h a t can be i d e n t i f i e d w i t h c h i l d h o o d . The n o s t a l g i a 
f o r a w o r l d o f peace and p r o t e c t i o n , w i t h a spon taneous 
r e s p o n s e t o the n a t u r e a round i t , w i t h a l e i s u r e and 
composure n o t t o be f o u n d t o d a y , i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r o n g 
i n Canada. 

In n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canada , t h i s myth f r e q u e n t l y t ook t he 

f o rm o f 

t he e v o c a t i o n o f an e a r l i e r p e r i o d o f h i s t o r y w h i c h i s 
made r o m a n t i c by h a v i n g a more u n i n h i b i t e d e x p r e s s i o n 
o f p a s s i o n o r v i r t u e o r cou rage a t t a c h e d t o i t . T h i s 
o f c o u r s e l i n k s t he p a s t o r a l myth w i t h t h e v i s i o n o f 
v a n i s h e d g r a n d e u r t h a t comes i n t o t he n o v e l s abou t the 
a n c i e n r e g i m e . 3 8 

The w h o l e h e a r t e d p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h i s myth on t he p a r t o f 

The Go lden Dog ' s c o n t e m p o r a r y c r i t i c s and r e v i e w e r s appear s i n 

t h e i r warm p r a i s e f o r t he b o o k ' s p o r t r a y a l o f New F r a n c e . I n d e e d , 

t h e i r r e i t e r a t e d commendat ion o f K i r b y ' s " r e a l i s m " i n d i c a t e s 

how f u l l y h i s romance s a t i s f i e d t he p r e c o n c e p t i o n s o f E n g l i s h 
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Canad ian s r e g a r d i n g h i s t o r i c Quebec. B e f o r e he had r e a d more than 

t h e f i r s t few c h a p t e r s , LeMoine w r o t e t o K i r b y , " Y o u r c h a r a c t e r s 

o f A n g e l i q u e des M e l o i s e s , B i g o t , t h e T r a v e l l i n g N o t a r y , a r e 

s p l e n d i d l y drawn: i f t h e r e s t i s o f t h a t c a l i b r e , y o u may i n d e e d 

c o n g r a t u l a t e y o u r s e l f as h a v i n g p r o d u c e d a d u r a b l e r e c o r d & 

39 

one s u f f i c i e n t t o hand down y o u r name. " The Canad ian M o n t h l y 

a l s o f ound K i r b y ' s c h a r a c t e r s and s e t t i n g s f u l l y c r e d i b l e , o b s e r v i n g 

t h a t "The s k e t c h e s o f manners and i n s t i t u t i o n s unde r t he o l d 
40 

r eg ime a r e e x c e e d i n g l y w e l l w rough t i n . " W. D. L i g h t h a l l 
l i k e w i s e e n j o y e d The GOlden Dog ' s p r e s e n t a t i o n o f " p i c t u r e s o f t h a t 

p i c t u r e s q u e epoch w h i c h a r e r i c h i n t h e i r f u l n e s s o f h i s t o r i c 

41 

d e t a i l . " And Ben j am in S u i t e i n d i c a t e d t h a t t he book a l s o 

s a t i s f i e d F r ench C a n a d a ' s v i s i o n o f i t s r o m a n t i c p a s t when he 

s a i d o f K i r b y r i n L ' O p i n i o n P u b l i q u e : 

Ses pe r sonnage s v i v e n t de l a v i e h i s t o r i q u e . II l e s 
p r e n d ou i l l e s t r o u v e , t e l s q u ' i l s s o n t , a vec l e s 
t r a i t s q u i nous en o n t e t e t f a n s m i s . Ses d i a l o g u e s 
r o u l e n t s u r des s u j e t s d ' a c t u a l i t e au moment meme^ou 
p a r l e n t l e s a c t e u r s . La c o u l e u r l o c a l e e s t c o m p l e t e 
e t l e t a b l e a u ne l a i s s e r i e n a d e s i r e r . 4 ^ 

A l t h o u g h K i r b y c o n c e i v e d o f The Go lden Dog as t r a g e d y , t he 

book i s p a s t o r a l i n F r y e ' s sen se f o r t h e way i t d e p i c t s t h e s e l f -

d e s t r u c t i o n o f a once i d e a l f e u d a l s o c i e t y , whose n o b l e p r i n c i p l e s 

and pe r sonage s a r e b r o u g h t down by t he s e r p e n t o f c o r r u p t i o n 

and s e l f - i n t e r e s t . U n d e r l y i n g the s t o r y o f the P h i l i b e r t s , t he 

R e p e n t i g n y s , B i g o t , . A n g e l i q u e des M e l o i s e s and La C o r r i v e a u i s 

t he a r c h e t y p a l c o n f l i c t between good and e v i l , f i g u r e d f o r t h i n 



human t e r m s . In K i r b y ' s f i c t i o n a l w o r l d , a b s o l u t e good ( A m e l i e 

de R e p e n t i g n y and B o u r g e o i s P h i l i b e r t ) and a b s o l u t e e v i l ( L a 

C o r r i v e a u ) a r e c l e a r l y i d e n t i f i e d . Through t h e g r a d u a l 

c o r r u p t i o n o f B i g o t and A n g e l i q u e , who i n f e c t t he w a v e r i n g and 

d e s t r o y t he v i r t u o u s , New F rance y i e l d s t o the a s cendancy o f e v i l 

w i t h a l l t he i n e v i t a b i l i t y o f p r e o r d a i n e d a c t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n 

43 

" r e c e i v e d t r a d i t i o n s . " O c c a s i o n a l , a p p a r e n t l y c a s u a l r e f e r e n c e s 

t o Eden and Adam and Eve , u t t e r e d by P e t e r Kalm (p . 1 ) , P o t h i e r 

and P h i l i b e r t ( pp . 4 8 - 4 9 ) , Le G a r d e u r ( p . 1 6 1 ) , t he p e a s a n t s 

( pp . 280-81 ) and the a u t h o r ( pp . 79, 476) r e i n f o r c e t h e b o o k ' s 

m y t h i c s t r u c t u r e as a New W o r l d v e r s i o n o f the f i r s t f a l l . 

In h i s c o n c l u d i n g p a r a g r a p h K i r b y summar izes bo th t h e 

mora l and t he i m a g i n a t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p between h i s f i c t i o n a l 

romance ba sed on h i s t o r y and t he r e a l w o r l d . He g i v e s h i s t a l e 

a f a b l e q u a l i t y , f o r 

I t ends i n a l l s a d n e s s , as most t r u e t a l e s o f t h i s 
w o r l d do ! There i s i n i t n e i t h e r p o e t i c n o r human j u s t i c e 
F a i n w o u l d we have had i t o t h e r w i s e , f o r the h e a r t 
l ong s f o r h a p p i n e s s as the eye f o r l i g h t ! Bu t t r u t h 
i s s t r o n g e r as w e l l as s t r a n g e r t han f i c t i o n . . . . 
( p . 678). 

K i r b y ' s '.••'£ a s s e r t i o n t h a t h i s book i l l u s t r a t e s t he absence o f 

p o e t i c o r human j u s t i c e i n a f a l l e n w o r l d d i s t u r b e d the Canadi an 

M o n t h l y ' s r e v i e w e r enough f o r h im t o c a r r y t he s t o r y beyond 

K i r b y ' s c o n c l u s i o n , and i n c l u d e i n h i s r e v i e w d e t a i l s c o n c e r n i n g 

t he u l t i m a t e f a t e o f " B i g o t and h i s v i l e crew . . . f o r i t i s eminen 

44 

s a t i s f a c t o r y t o o n e ' s s en se o f j u s t i c e . " B u t K i r b y h i m s e l f was 

more c o n c e r n e d w i t h t he i m a g i n a t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p between o l d 



Quebec and t h e p r e s e n t than w i t h p r o v i n g mora l a b s o l u t e s . The 

s e n t e n c e t h a t b e g i n s " B u t t r u t h i s s t r o n g e r as w e l l as s t r a n g e r 

than f i c t i o n . . . " c o n t i n u e s 

. . . and w h i l e the t a b l e t o f t h e Ch i en d ' O r o v e r l o o k s 
t he Rue Buade; w h i l e t h e lamp o f R e p e n t i g n y bu rn s i n t h e 
a n c i e n t c h a p e l o f t he U r s u l i n e s ; w h i l e t h e r u i n s o f 
Beaumano i r c o v e r t h e d u s t o f C a r o l i n e de S t . C a s t i n ; 
and A rne l i e s l e e p s h e r l o n g s l e e p by t he s i d e o f H i l o i s e 
de L o t b i n i e r e , t h i s w r i t e r has n e i t h e r cou rage n o r 
power t o d e v i a t e f r om the r e c e i v e d t r a d i t i o n s i n r e l a t i n g 
t he s t o r y o f t he Go lden Dog. ( p . ,678) 

In t he r e p e a t e d " w h i l e " ' s , w h i c h emphas i ze t he c o n t i n u i t y o f t h e 

p a s t i n t o t he p r e s e n t , s t r e s s i n g t he r e l i c s and " r e c e i v e d t r a d i t i o n s 

f r om the p a s t w h i c h shape t he p r e s e n t , K i r b y r e v e a l s t he way he 

and h i s c o m p a t r i o t s l o o k e d back t o o l d Quebec f o r t he " v i s i o n o f 

v a n i s h e d g r a r i deu r " r e q u i r e d t o c o m p l e t e the s o c i a l my tho l ogy 

o f E n g l i s h Canada. 

K i r b y ' s w r i t i n g o f The Go lden Dog was o v e r t l y m o t i v a t e d 

by h i s T o r y n o s t a l g i a f o r an i r r e t r i e v a b l e , i d y l l i c R o y a l i s t p a s t , 

w h i c h he l o c a t e d i n t he e a r l y days o f New F r a n c e . H i s d e s c r i p t i o n 

o f May-day c e l e b r a t i o n s on t he e s t a t e o f Lady de T i l l y , one o f 

t h e l a s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the o l d i d e a l f e u d a l a r i s t o c r a c y , 

i s i n t e r r u p t e d by t he a u t h o r i a l r e f l e c t i o n t h a t "The r e v e l s 

o f May i n New F r a n c e , t h e k i n g and queen o f S t . P h i l i p , t he r e ­

j o i c i n g s o f a f r a n k , l o y a l p e a s a n t r y - - i l l i t e r a t e i n books b u t 

n o t u n l e a r n e d i n t h e a r t o f l i f e — have w h o l l y d i s a p p e a r e d b e f o r e 

t he l e v e l l i n g s p i r i t o f t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y " ( p . 2 8 4 ) . S i m i l a r 

o b s e r v a t i o n s o b t r u d e t h r o u g h o u t the book , c o n f i r m i n g K i r b y ' s 
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e q u a t i o n o f f e u d a l New F r a n c e , b e f o r e i t s u f f e r e d the d e p r e d a t i o n s 

o f the d i s s o l u t e Bourbon monarchy , w i t h a l o s t Eden. A l t h o u g h 

the c o r r u p t i o n o f B i g o t ' s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n - - w h i c h was r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r the l o s s o f t h i s p a r a d i s e - - e x c i t e d K i r b y ' s mora l i n d i g n a t i o n , 

i t s l u x u r y and debauche r y a l s o e x c i t e d h i s l i t e r a r y i m a g i n a t i o n . 

H i s e l a b o r a t e d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t he f u r n i s h i n g s o f C a r o l i n e de S t . 

C a s t i n ' s s e c r e t a p a r t m e n t , where " N o t h i n g t h a t l u x u r y c o u l d d e s i r e , 

o r a r t f u r n i s h , had been s p a r e d i n i t s ado rnment " ( p . 6 7 ) , o f 

A n g e l i q u e ' s b o u d o i r as a " n e s t o f l u x u r y and e l e g a n c e " ( p . 1 5 5 ) , 

and o f B i g o t ' s r e v e l r i e s w h i c h " d e f i e d the v e r y o r d e r o f n a t u r e 

by [ t h e i r ] a u d a c i o u s d i s r e g a r d o f a l l decency o f t i m e , p l a c e and 

c i r c u m s t a n c e " (p . 51) r e v e a l t h e p e r v e r s e a t t r a c t i o n e x e r c i s e d by 

G a l l i c decadence on t he u p r i g h t Upper Canad i an To r y m ind . 

In a d d i t i o n t o p o r t r a y i n g p r e - C o n q u e s t Quebec as t he s cene 

o f s e x u a l and mora l c o r r u p t i o n , K i r b y e x p l o i t e d i t s g o t h i c p o t e n t i a l . 

The combined a t t r a c t i o n t o m a n i f e s t e v i l and r e p u l s i o n f r om i t 

t h a t c o n s t i t u t e t he " g o t h i c s h u d d e r " i n s p i r e d K i r b y t o make the 

l e g e n d a r y p o i s o n e r , La C o r r i v e a u , one o f the main a c t o r s i n h i s 

t a l e . P a r a l l e l t o the way B i g o t ' s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n f e c t s the 

New W o r l d w i t h t he d e p r a v i t y o f t he O l d , La C o r r i v e a u p r e s e r v e s 

and c h e r i s h e s h o r r i b l e s e c r e t s and p o i s o n o u s knowledge i n h e r i t e d 

f r o m R e n a i s s a n c e F r a n c e and I t a l y . K i r b y d e s c r i b e s La C o r r i v e a u ' s 

murder o f C a r o l i n e de S t . C a s t i n i n l a nguage t h a t shows he has 

d e l i b e r a t e l y t r a n s f e r r e d t o Quebec the a r c h e t y p a l g o t h i c s i t u a t i o n 

o f t h e i n n o c e n t maiden p u r s u e d by the f o r c e s o f e v i l . B e f o r e 



La C o r r i v e a u can k i l l C a r o l i n e , she must pass t h r ough a doo r 

t h a t i s 

t h e d i v i d i n g o f l i g h t f r om d a r k n e s s , o f good f r om e v i l , 
o f i n n o c e n c e f r o m g u i l t . On one s i d e o f i t , i n a chamber 
o f l i g h t , s a t a f a i r g i r l , c o n f i d i n g , g e n e r o u s , and 
d e c e i v e d o n l y t h r ough h e r e x c e s s o f e v e r y v i r t u e ; on 
t h e o t h e r , w i c k e d n e s s , f e l l and a r t f u l , was a p p r o a c h i n g 
w i t h s t e a l t h y f o o t s t e p s t h r ough an unseen way. (p . 4 7 9 ) . 

The a gen t ' o f " w i c k e d n e s s , f e l l and a r t f u l , " La C o r r i v e a u p e r f o r m s 

on a f u n c t i o n a l l e v e l by e x p e d i t i n g K i r b y ' s p l o t . On a s t r u c t u r a l 

l e v e l she u n i f i e s s e v e r a l o f t he F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n l e gend s p o p u l a r i z e d 

by L e M o i n e , and on an i m a g i n a t i v e l e v e l she p e r s o n i f i e s u n r e g e n e r a t e 

e v i 1. 

Some o f t h e b e s t w r i t i n g i n The Go lden Dog o c c u r s i n i t s 

a c c o u n t o f t he h i s t o r y and a c t i v i t i e s o f La C o r r i v e a u , and K i r b y ' s 

own o b v i o u s f a s c i n a t i o n w i t h the d a r k e r t r a d i t i o n s o f F rench 

Canada h e l p e d c o n s o l i d a t e E n g l i s h Canada ' s sense t h a t Quebec 
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f o l k c u l t u r e was l a r g e l y g o t h i c . A t the same t i m e , K i r b y drew 

on l e s s s i n i s t e r a s p e c t s o f the r o m a n t i c t r a d i t i o n . He t r e a t e d 

f o l k l o r e s e n t i m e n t a l l y when he a d a p t e d L e M o i n e ' s a c c o u n t o f 
46 • 

"The Grave o f C a d i e u x " t o p r o v i d e A rne l i e de R e p e n t i g n y w i t h a 

s ong " o f w o n d e r f u l pa tho s and b e a u t y " w h i c h 

had j u s t been b r o u g h t down f r om the w i l d s o f t he O t t a w a , 
and become u n i v e r s a l l y sung i n New F r a n c e . A voyageu r 
f l y i n g f r o m a band o f I r o q u o i s , had f ound a h i d i n g p l a c e 
on a rocky o u t l e t i n the m i d d l e o f the S e p t C h u t e s . 
He c o n c e a l e d h i m s e l f f r o m h i s f o e s , b u t c o u l d n o t e s c a p e , 
and i n t he end d i e d o f s t a r v a t i o n and s l e e p l e s s n e s s . 
The d y i n g man p e e l e d o f f t h e w h i t e ba rk o f t he b i r c h , 
and w i t h t h e j u i c e o f b e r r i e s , w r o t e upon i t h i s dea th 
s o n g , w h i c h was f ound l o n g a f t e r by the s i d e o f h i s 
r e m a i n s . H i s g r ave i s now a marked s p o t on t he O t t awa , 
( p . 2 7 1 ) . 



E q u a l l y s e n t i m e n t a l , and p a s t o r a l i n t h e common sense o f the 

w o r d , i s K i r b y ' s p o r t r a i t o f the Quebeco i s h a b i t a n t s . 

K i r b y ' s d e p i c t i o n o f a humble , happy p e a s a n t r y p e r p e t u a t e d 

a v i ew o f Quebec a l r e a d y p r e s e n t i n the f i r s t n a t i v e E n g l i s h -

Canad ian n o v e l . In S t ; U r s u l a ' s Conven t , H a r t ' s c h a r a c t e r s 

d e s c r i b e t h e h a b i t a n t s as an " h o n e s t , p e a c e f u l c o n t e n t e d p e o p l e , " 

whose f i l i a l dependence upon t h e i r S e i g n e u r r e c a l l s " t h e g o l d e n 
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a g e s . " K i r b y expands upon t h i s image , e m p h a s i z i n g t he i n n o c e n c e 

and s i m p l i c i t y w h i c h a l l o w t h e Quebec r u s t i c s t o endu re and p ro spe 

un touched by t he c o r r u p t i o n o f t he g o v e r n i n g c l a s s e s d e s p i t e t h e i r 

knowledge o f B i g o t ' s d e p r a v i t y . In t h e i r d e v o t i o n t o God and 

K i n g , t h e i r p e r p e t u a t i o n o f a f o l k c u l t u r e i n h e r i t e d f r o m the 

o l d c o u n t r y , t h e i r l a c k o f m a t e r i a l a m b i t i o n and t h e i r acknowledge 

ment o f t h e i r p l a c e i n the w o r l d , K i r b y ' s h a b i t a n t s i n c a r n a t e 

t h e p u r i t y o f a p a s t o r a l f e u d a l s o c i e t y . The d i f f e r e n c e between 

t h e i r i n n a t e who lesomeness and t he debauche r y o f t h e i r r u l e r s 

f i g u r e s f o r t h i n t he k i n d s o f mu s i c p r e f e r r e d by t he two c l a s s e s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o K i r b y , 

The p o p u l a r songs o f t he F r e n c h Canad ian s a r e s i m p l e , 
a l m o s t i n f a n t i n e i n t h e i r l a n g u a g e , and as c h a s t e i n 
e x p r e s s i o n as t he hymns o f o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . Impure 
songs o r i g i n a t e i n c l a s s e s who know b e t t e r , and r e v e l 
f r o m c h o i c e i n m u s i c a l s l a n g and i n d e c e n c y , ( p . 2 6 0 ) . 

By p o r t r a y i n g a c o l o u r f u l , c o n t e n t e d p e a s a n t r y , by p r e s e n t i n g 

c o n t r a s t i n g e x t r emes o f c h i v a l r y , l u x u r y , debauche ry and r e l i g i o u s 

d e v o t i o n , and by b r i n g i n g t o l i f e b o t h l e g e n d a r y and documented 

h i s t o r y , The Go lden Dog s u b s t a n t i a t e d a v i ew o f F rench Canada 
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w h i c h p r o v i d e d E n g l i s h Canada w i t h a s o c i a l my tho l ogy c a p a b l e 

o f i n s p i r i n g a n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e . 

Most o f W i l l i a m K i r b y ' s f e l l o w romancers who w r o t e abou t 

Quebec d e v e l o p e d t h e p r o v i n c e ' s l o c a l and h i s t o r i c a l c o l o u r 

w i t h o u t p e n e t r a t i n g t he m y t h i c r ea lms t o u c h e d by K i r b y ' s c ompre ­

h e n s i v e , i f a t t ime s c l u m s y , f i c t i o n a l n a r r a t i v e . The n o v e l 

most f r e q u e n t l y l i n k e d w i t h K i r b y ' s as e v i d e n c e o f E n g l i s h Canada ' s 

g r o w i n g l i t e r a r y powers was John T a l o n - L e s p e r a n c e ' s The B a s t o n n a i s . 

( 1 8 7 7 ) , p u b l i s h e d i n t he same y e a r as The Go lden Dog. In 1890 

" M a b e l , " a c o n t r i b u t o r t o C a n a d i a n a , d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e two h i s t o r i c a l 

romances " a r e n o t s u r p a s s e d by the l i t t e r a t e u r s o f any o t h e r 

c o u n t r y o r l a n guage . To such examples o f l i t e r a r y a r t a Canad i an 

may p o i n t w i t h p r i d e as e v i d e n c e o f t h e h i g h rank o f E n g l i s h 
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Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e . " Bo th t he Canad ian M o n t h l y and B e l f o r d ' s 

e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y we lcomed The B a s t o n n a i s , c o m p l i m e n t i n g L e s p e r a n c e 

f o r " c o n s t r u c t i n g an i n t e r e s t i n g h i s t o r i c a l t a l e , i n w h i c h t h e 
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f a c t s o f h i s t o r y a r e h a n d l e d w i t h s c r u p u l o u s r e v e r e n c e . " 

I n d e e d , L e s p e r a n c e ' s r e v e r e n c e f o r h i s t o r y i s somewhat t oo s c r u p u l o u s , 

f o r he c o n t i n u a l l y i n t e r r u p t s h i s " T a l e o f t h e Ame r i c an I n v a s i o n 

o f Canada i n 1775 -76 " w i t h d e t a i l e d r e f e r e n c e s t o " t h e r e s e a r c h e s 

50 

we have made. " Th roughou t the book L e s p e r a n c e t he h i s t o r i a n 

b a t t l e s f o r supremacy w i t h L e s p e r a n c e the r omance r , as t h e a u t h o r 

d i g r e s s e s f r o m t h e c o m p l i c a t e d l o v e s t o r y w h i c h forms the c e n t r e 

o f h i s p l o t t o r e s u r r e c t t h e f o r g o t t e n h e r o i s m o f J o s eph B o u c h e t t e 

( p . 2 0 1 ) , t o j u s t i f y the d e f e n c e p r e p a r a t i o n s o f L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r 



Cramahe (pp . 91 -92 ) and t o q u o t e an o b s e r v e r o f t h e death o f 

Montgomery ( p . 2 7 4 ) . 

More i n t e r e s t i n g than L e s p e r a n c e ' s use o f h i s t o r y i s h i s 

use o f c e r t a i n s t e r e o t y p e d c h a r a c t e r s and p l o t s t r u c t u r e s w h i c h 

r e c u r f r e q u e n t l y i n n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an f i c t i o n . H i s p l o t 

c o n c e r n s t h e amorous e n t a n g l e m e n t s o f two F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n women 

w i t h two E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g men, one A m e r i c a n , one o f B r i t i s h 

b i r t h . R o d e r i c k H a r d i n g e , born i n S c o t l a n d b u t r a i s e d i n Mur ray 

Bay , combines w i t h i n h im a l l t he a t t r i b u t e s o f Canada ' s m u l t i p l e 

h e r i t a g e s . In a d d i t i o n t o b e i n g f l u e n t l y b i l i n g u a l , 

R o d e r i c k H a r d i n g e was t a l l , r o b u s t , a t h l e t i c and a c t i v e . 
He was v e r y f o n d o f f i e l d s p o r t s . He had made many 
a t ramp on snow-shoes w i t h t h e COUreUrs de b o i s f a r 
i n t o the h e a r t o f t h e w i l d e r n e s s . He had o f t e n wandered 
f o r months w i t h some o f t h e young Hurons o f L o r e t t e 
i n q u e s t o f t he d e e r and the b i s o n . He was a m a g n i f i c e n t 
horseman, (p . 8 5 ) . 

The A m e r i c a n c o u n t e r p a r t t o t h i s m a g n i f i c e n t s p e c i m e n t o f Canad ian 

manhood i s Cary S i n g l e t o n , an e q u a l l y v a l i a n t , h o n o u r a b l e , b i l i n g u a l 

o f f i c e r , de scended f r o m " a good s t o c k , M a r y l a n d on t he s i d e o f 

h i s f a t h e r , V i r g i n i a on t h a t o f h i s m o t h e r " (p . 137 ) . T o g e t h e r 

t h e s e two r o m a n t i c he roe s v i e f o r the a f f e c t i o n s o f two b e l l e s 

Q u e b e c o i s e s : P a u l i n e Be lmont , , " t h e t r u e t ype o f t h e l o v e a b l e woman" 

( p . 8 8 ) , and e x o t i c Zulma S a r p y , e d u c a t e d i n F r a n c e , " f a i r as a 

f i l a m e n t o f summer g o r s e , and s t a t u e s q u e i n a l l h e r p o s e s " ( p . 

9 6 ) . The c o m p l i c a t e d amours o f t h i s q u a r t e t a r e s aved f r o m 

u t t e r b a n a l i t y because the f o u r r e p r e s e n t c o n f l i c t i n g p o l i t i c a l 

and c u l t u r a l a l l e g i a n c e s . D e s p i t e t h e i r s u p e r f i c i a l d i f f e r e n c e s 



o f n a t i o n a l i t y and c u l t u r a l o r i g i n , a l l f o u r r e s p e c t t he same 

code o f l o v e and honou r . Hence i t becomes r a t h e r ea sy t o i n t e r ­

p r e t the e v e n t u a l m a r r i a g e s o f R o d e r i c k and Zu lma , and o f P a u l i n e 

and Cary as an a l l e g o r y o f t he u n i o n o f E n g l i s h and F r e n c h , and 

Canad i an and A m e r i c a n i n t e r e s t s i n N o r t h A m e r i c a . L e s p e r a n c e 

h i m s e l f appea r s t o s a n c t i o n such a r e a d i n g i n h i s v e r y l a s t 

pa r ag r aph ' / , i n w h i c h the n a r r a t o r e n c o u n t e r s a young l a d y who t u r n s 

o u t t o be t h e g r a n d - d a u g h t e r o f t he f o u r c h a r a c t e r s . When " a t 

l a s t , t he b l o o d o f a l l t he l o v e r s h a d ' m i n g l e d t o g e t h e r i n one " 

(p . 3 5 9 ) , amorous c o m p l i c a t i o n s a r e r e s o l v e d and c o n t i n e n t a l 

peace and u n i t y a s s u r e d . 

The s e p a r a t i o n o f l o v e r s by p o l i t i c a l d i s c o r d i s , o f c o u r s e , 

one o f t he s t o c k i n g r e d i e n t s o f r o m a n t i c comedy. Bu t i n Canad ian 

f i c t i o n l i k e The B a s t o n n a i s t h i s s i t u a t i o n f r e q u e n t l y a c q u i r e s 

o v e r t o n e s o f n a t i o n a l a l l e g o r y when a F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n maiden 

i s wooed and won by an E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n s u i t o r . Love t r i u m p h s 

and r e s o l v e s n a t i o n a l d i s p u t e s when t he F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n h e r o i n e 

51 

o f " R o s a l b a ; o r , F a i t h f u l t o Two L o v e r s " e v e n t u a l l y m a r r i e s h e r 

E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n s w e e t h e a r t , a f t e r t h e t rauma o f the 1837 r e b e l l i o n . 

However, n o t j u s t an Ang lophone w i l l do , as Mr s . L e p r o h o n ' s 

A n t o i n e t t e de M i r e c o u r t d i s c o v e r s . In h e r 1864 s e n t i m e n t a l n o v e l 

s e t i n p o s t - C o n q u e s t Quebec, Leprohon f i r s t a l l o w s h e r F r e n c h -

Canad i an h e r o i n e t o make the m i s t a k e o f m a r r y i n g t he wrong E n g l i s h ­

man, t h e v i o l e n t , f o r t u n e - h u n t i n g A u d l e y S t e r n f i e l d , b e f o r e f i n a l l y 

s e t t l i n g down w i t h the r o m a n t i c w a n d e r e r , C a p t a i n E v e l y n . A l t h o u g h 



A n t o i n e t t e ' s f a t h e r w o u l d p r e f e r h e r t o e spouse h e r Quebeco i s 

c h i l d h o o d compan i on , L o u i s Beauche sne , Leprohon c o n v e n i e n t l y 

d i s p o s e s o f bo t h t h a t o p t i o n and t he v i l l a i n o u s S t e r n f i e l d by 

h a v i n g Beauchesne s h o o t S t e r n f i e l d , f r e e i n g A n t o i n e t t e f r o m h e r 

od i ou s s e c r e t m a r r i a g e . U n l i k e most s u b s e q u e n t E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n 

f i c t i o n . ' s e t i n h i s t o r i c Quebec, A n t o i n e t t e de M i r e c o u r t e v i n c e s 

l i t t l e i n t e r e s t i n documented h i s t o r y , p a g e a n t r y , l o c a l c o l o u r , o r 

l e g e n d a r y e v e n t s and p e r s o n a g e s . I n s t e a d Mr s . Leprohon uses t he 

s o c i a l and mora l c o m p l i c a t i o n s p r e s e n t e d by t h e sudden i n f l u x 

o f B r i t i s h o f f i c e r s i n t o M o n t r e a l h i g h s o c i e t y j u s t a f t e r t he 

Seven Y e a r s ' War t o p r e a c h a message o f e m o t i o n a l h o n e s t y and 

f i l i a l o b e d i e n c e . 

In M r s . L e p r o h o n ' s m i n d , t h e r e appear s t o have been no doubt 

t h a t A n t o i n e t t e , d a u g h t e r o f a d e f e a t e d n a t i o n , s h o u l d mar r y one 

o f h e r c o n q u e r o r s . T h i s p o i n t o f v i ew was n o t s h a r e d by h e r 

F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n c o u n t e r p a r t , P h i l i p p e A u b e r t de Gaspe. In Les  

A n c i e n s Canad ien s ( 1 8 6 2 ) , a n o v e l abou t t he c o n q u e s t o f Quebec 

c l o s e l y m o d e l l e d on S i r W a l t e r S c o t t , de Gaspe c a r e f u l l y d e v e l o p s 

a r e f i n e d romance between B l a n c h e D ' H a b e r v i l l e , d a u g h t e r o f a 

s e i g n e u r i a l Quebec f a m i l y , and A r c h i b a l d Cameron o f L o c h i e l l , 

a J a c o b i t e e x i l e who has sought r e f u g e i n Quebec. When the 

Seven Y e a r s ' War b r e a k s o u t , Cameron j o i n s a H i g h l a n d r e g i m e n t 

and i s o r d e r e d t o bu rn down t he M a n o i r D ' H a b e r v i l l e . A f t e r t h e 

w a r , he makes h i s peace w i t h t he H a b e r v i l l e s and a sk s B l a n c h e 

t o mar r y h im . A l t h o u g h she makes no s e c r e t o f h e r l o v e f o r 
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" A r c h e , " B l a n c h e r e f u s e s , d e c l a r i n g 

I I e s t n a t u r e l , i l e s t meme a s o u h a i t e r que l e s r a c e s 
f r a n c a i s e e t a n g l o - s a x o n n e , a y a n t m a i n t e n a n t une meme 
p a t r i e , v i v a n t sous l e s memes l o i s , ap re s des h a i n e s , 
ap re s des l u t t e s s e c u l a i r e s , se r a p p r o c h e n t p a r des 
a l l i a n c e s i n t i m e s ; ma i s i l s e r a i t i n d i g n e de moi d ' e n 
donne r V e x e m p l e ap re s t a n t de d e s a s t r e s ; on c r o i r a i t , 
comme j e T a i d i t a Arche,^_que l e f i e r B r e t o n , ap re s 
a v o i r v a i n c u e t r u i n e l e p e r e , a a c h e t e a vec son o r 
l a pauv re f i l l e c a n a d i e n n e , t r o p heu reu se de se donner 
a ce p r i x . Oh! j a m a i s ! j a m a i s ! 5 2 

B l a n c h e w i l l a l l o w h e r b r o t h e r t o mar ry "une A n g l a i s e , " b u t f o r 

h e r t o mar ry h e r c o n q u e r o r w o u l d be u n p a t r i o t i c c a p i t u l a t i o n . 

By a c c e p t i n g m a r r i a g e between a F rancophone man and an A n g l o ­

phone woman, b u t r e j e c t i n g the c o n v e r s e , de Gaspe r e i n f o r c e s t h e 

c o n j e c t u r e t h a t t h e f r e q u e n c y o f m a r r i a g e s between b e l l e s QuebeCOises 

and s t a l w a r t Eng l i s hmen i n n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n 

f i c t i o n o r i g i n a t e d i n p a r t i n E n g l i s h Canada ' s p o l i t i c a l sup remacy . 

S i n c e such a m a r r i a g e w o u l d mean t he a b s o r p t i o n o f t he w e a k e r , 

f e m a l e p a r t n e r i n t o t h e dominan t c u l t u r e o f t he m a l e , i t w o u l d 

s u g g e s t an o b v i o u s a n a l o g y between s e x u a l s u b m i s s i o n and p o l i t i c a l 

s u b m i s s i o n . I f t h e ReVue C a n a d i e n n e ' s comments on A n t o i n e t t e  

de M i r e c o u r t r e p r e s e n t Quebec o p i n i o n i n g e n e r a l , F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n 

c r i t i c s a ppea r t o have been v e r y s e n s i t i v e t o t he i m p l i c a t i o n s 

o f such i n t e r m a r r i a g e s . E. L e f . de B e l l e f e u i l l e p r a i s e d L e p r o h o n ' s 

book e x t r a v a g a n t l y , b u t t o o k e x c e p t i o n t o i t s e n d i n g : 

S i j e d e v a i s t r o u v e r un d e f a u t dans l e l i v r e de Mme. 
L e p r o h o n , ce s e r a i t p e u t - e t r e d ' a v o i r f a i t m a r i e r 
s u c c e s s i v e m e n t son h e r o i n e , s a b e ! l e A n t o i n e t t e , avec 
deux o f f i c i e r s a n g l a i s . . . . J e pense b i e n que V a u t e u r 
n ' a pas v o u l u l e p r o p o s e r en e e l a comme un modele a nos 
j e u n e s C a n a d i e n n e s , ma i s l a p e i n t u r e d ' u n boneu r f i c t i f 



p e u t q u e l q u e f o i s v i v e m e n t s e d u i r e un j e u n e c o e u r n o u r r i 
d ' i d e a l l o i n de l a t rompeuse r e a l i t e . . . . II e s t v r a i 
que l e C o l . E v e l y n , l e s econd man" d ' A n t o i n e t t e , e t a i t 
c a t h o l i q u e ; c ' e s t q u e l q u e c h o s e , mais ce n ' e s t pas 
t o u t ce que j e d e s i r e v o i r dans I ' e p o u x d ' u n e de mes 
j e u n e s c o m p a t r i o t e s : i l n " e t a i t pas C a n a d i e n . 5 ^ 

In t h e s l i c k h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n o f C h a r l e s G. D. R o b e r t s , 

however , l o v e between two members o f o p p o s i n g p o l i t i c a l f o r c e s 

r e l a t e s l e s s t o n a t i o n a l a l l e g o r y than t o t h e p r e d i c t a b l e p l o t 

f o r m u l a s o f p o p u l a r t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y h i s t o r i c a l romance. 

W h i l e Upper Canad i an s and Ang lophone Quebecke r s i n t e r e s t e d i n 

F r e n c h Canada f o l l o w e d Parkman and t u r n e d t o h i s t o r i c Quebec, 

M a n t i m e r s f o l l o w e d L o n g f e l l o w (who had h i m s e l f been i n s p i r e d 
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by H a l i b u r t o n ) and t u r n e d t o A c a d i a . In 1877, the Canad i an 

M o n t h l y i r o n i c a l l y summar i zed C a n a d a ' s d e b t t o t h e s e two A m e r i c a n 

w r i t e r s when i t r emarked t h a t "M r . Parkman i s o u r b e s t c h r o n i c l e r , 
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and Mr. L o n g f e l l o w , i n h i s E v a n g e l i n e , ou r n a t i o n a l p o e t . " 

E a r l y i n h i s l i t e r a r y c a r e e r , R o b e r t s p a i d homage t o L o n g f e l l o w , 

whose 

h a n d l i n g o f t he A c a d i a n s t o r y has s i m p l y g l o r i f i e d t he 
theme f o r l a t e r s i n g e r s . E v e r y d i k e and a n c i e n t r a m p a r t , 
and s u r v i v i n g A c a d i a n name, and l i t t l e r o c k - r i m m e d 
ha ven , f r o m t h e w i n d - r i p p l e d s h i f t i n g s e p u l c h r e o f 
S a b l e I s l a n d t o t he sunny l e v e l s o f C h i g n e c t o , s h o u l d 
be b r e e d i n g g round f o r poem and h i s t o r y and r o m a n c e . 5 6 

Roberts 1 ' ? ; a d u l a t i o n o f L o n g f e l l o w was s h a r e d by Canad i an s a t l a r g e , 

w i t h t he e x c e p t i o n o f G o l d w i n Sm i t h who p r o t e s t e d i n t h e B y s t a n d e r 

t h a t 

The f a l s e and c a l u m n i o u s v e r s i o n o f [ t h e e x p u l s i o n o f 
t h e A c a d i a n s j has been made p o p u l a r by t he b a r l e y -
s u g a r c o m p o s i t i o n w h i c h i s s t y l e d t h e p o e t r y o f L o n g f e l l o w 



Perhaps t he m o r a l i s t s w i l l some day g i v e u s , f o r t h e 
b e n e f i t o f h i s t o r y , t h e i r o p i n i o n as t o t he p r o p e r 
l i m i t s o f l y i n g i n v e r s e . 5 7 

G o l d w i n Sm i th n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , t h e romance o f A c a d i a c a p t u r e d 

the a t t e n t i o n o f M a r i t i m e r s i n t e r e s t e d i n e x p l o r i n g t h e i r own 

c o u n t e r p a r t t o t h e romance o f Quebec. 

When R o b e r t s p u b l i s h e d h i s A c a d i a n s t o r i e s i n t h e l a t e 

1 890 ' s and e a r l y 1 9 0 0 ' s , he was w o r k i n g w i t h i n a t r a d i t i o n a l r e a d y 

e s t a b l i s h e d by a number o f e a r l i e r M a r i t i m e w r i t e r s . Long b e f o r e 

K i r b y i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o The Go lden Dog l e g e n d a r y m a t e r i a l c o n c e r n i n g 

t he d a u g h t e r o f Ba ron de S a i n t - C a s t i n and h i s Abenak i w i f e , two 

Nova S c o t i a n s had p r o d u c e d f i c t i o n a l i z e d a c c o u n t s o f t he p r o l i f i c 

B a r o n ' s h a l f - I n d i a n p r ogeny . Doug las Huyghue ' s A rg imou ( 1 8 4 7 ) , 

p u b l i s h e d t he same y e a r as L o n g f e l l o w ' s E v a n g e l i n e , e l e g i z e s t h e 

d e c l i n e o f the o n c e - n o b l e " a b o r i g i n e s o f A m e r i c a " as i t d e s c r i b e s 

t he l o v e and t r i a l s o f A r g i m o u , Grand Sachem o f t he Micmac n a t i o n , 

and h i s " f a w n - l i k e " W a s w e t c h c u l , S a i n t - C a s t i n ' s d a u g h t e r , whose 

r a c i a l b a c k g r o u n d i s v i s i b l e i n h e r c o m p l e x i o n , " e x c e e d i n g l y c l e a r 
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and a l m o s t as l i g h t as a E u r o p e a n ' s . " A l t h o u g h t he a c t i o n 

o f Huyghue ' s t a l e c o n c e r n s the E n g l i s h c o n q u e s t o f F o r t B e a u s e j o u r 

i n 1755, h i s main r o m a n t i c i n t e r e s t , e x p r e s s e d i n h i s o p e n i n g 

add re s s t o h i s r e a d e r s , l a y i n l a m e n t i n g t he w h i t e man ' s d e s t r u c t i o n 

o f t he N o r t h A m e r i c a n I n d i a n s . In S t . C a s t i n e : A Legend o f 

Cape B r e t o n ( 1 8 5 0 ) , W i l l i a m C h a r l e s McKinnon a l s o c o n t r a s t e d 

" t h e d e g e n e r a t e Micmac o f t o - d a y " w i t h t h e i r f o r e f a t h e r s , "Haugh ty 
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as t he k n i g h t s o f o l d , and e a s i l y a f f r o n t e d . " As i n h i s o t h e r 
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fin 

n o v e l s , however , McKinnon c a r e d p r i m a r i l y a bou t d e v e l o p i n g 

an i n o r d i n a t e l y c o m p l i c a t e d i n t r i g u e . T h i s he a c c o m p l i s h e d 

by g i v i n g S a i n t - C a s t i n two sons - - one h a l f - I n d i a n , who s u c ceed s 

h im as war c h i e f o f the A b e n a k i , t he o t h e r a l l F r ench b u t r a i s e d 

i n E n g l and and s e r v i n g unde r W o l f e . The two meet a t t he b a t t l e 

o f L o u i s b o u r g , f i r s t as e n e m i e s , t hen as a l l i e s when the Abenak i 

S t . C a s t i n e , p r e v i o u s l y a l l i e d w i t h t h e F r e n c h , d e c i d e s t o s u p p o r t 

B r i t a i n . M c K i n n o n ' s p r o - B r i t i s h s t a n c e r e n d e r s h i s book l e s s 

an a t t e m p t t o u n d e r s t a n d h i s t o r y than an e x t r a v a g a n t l y p l o t t e d 

comp l imen t t o G e n e r a l W o l f e , s e t a g a i n s t t he c o l o u r f u l b a c k g r o u n d 

o f t h e s i e g e o f L o u i s b o u r g . 

U n l i k e much o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n abou t Quebec, f i c t i o n 

abou t A c a d i a d e m o n s t r a t e s l i t t l e c o n c e r n w i t h r e c o n s t r u c t i n g t he 

p a s t t h r ough r e f e r e n c e s t o documented h i s t o r y . I n s t e a d , M a r i t i m e r s 

drew upon t h e i r F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n p a s t m a i n l y as a c o n v e n i e n t 

s o u r c e o f l o c a l c o l o u r and ready s e n t i m e n t a l i t y . James De M i l l e ' s 

The L i l y and t h e C ro s s (1875) uses L o u i s b o u r g m e r e l y t o p r o v i d e 

an e x c i t i n g Canad i an b a c k g r o u n d t o a complex t a l e o f i n t r i g u e and 

revenge w h i c h b e g i n s and ends i n F r a n c e , and i n v o l v e s o n l y F r ench 

c h a r a c t e r s . C h a r l e s G. D. R o b e r t s ' s h i s t o r i c a l t a l e s a l s o e x p l o i t 

t he s e n t i m e n t a l a s s o c i a t i o n s s u r r o u n d i n g t he e x p u l s i o n o f t he 

A c a d i a n s w i t h o u t a t t e m p t i n g any deep u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f o r f a i t h ­

f u l n e s s t o h i s t o r y . 

W r i t t e n p r i m a r i l y a f t e r R o b e r t s l e f t Canada f o r New Y o r k , 

and p u b l i s h e d by Bo s t on and New York f i r m s , R o b e r t s ' h i s t o r i c a l 



t a l e s s p e c i f i c a l l y c a t e r t o t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l t a s t e f o r swa sh ­

b u c k l i n g romance, s u p p l y i n g a marke t f o r F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n h i s t o r i c a l , 

m a t e r i a l a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s by Mary H a r t w e l l 

Ca therwood i n t he l a t e 1 8 8 0 ' s and 1 8 9 0 ' s . To c on f o rm t o p o p u l a r 

r o m a n t i c s t a n d a r d s , R o b e r t s p o p u l a t e d the l a n d o f E v a n g e l i n e 

w i t h humble A c a d i a n p e a s a n t s , b l o o d t h i r s t y I n d i a n s unde r t he 

l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e v i c i o u s B l a c k Abbe, a demented p r o p h e t who 

wanders t h r ough s e v e r a l o f t h e books c h a n t i n g , "Woe, woe t o A c a d i e 

t h e f a i r , " and v a r i o u s p a i r s o f l o v e r s f o r whom h i s t o r i c a l d i s c o r d 

p r o v i d e s b a r r i e r s t o be overcome by l o v e . R o b e r t s g e n e r a l l y 

s u p p o r t s t h e B r i t i s h , b u t by mak ing Abbe Le L o u t r e t h e v i l l a i n o u s 

i n s t i g a t o r o f A c a d i a n r e s i s t a n c e , he a l s o g e n e r a t e s sympathy f o r 

t he s i m p l e A c a d i a n s , d e p i c t i n g them as t h e b e w i l d e r e d v i c t i m s 

o f " t h e r o m a n t i c p e r i o d i n Canad i an h i s t o r y when t h e F r e n c h were 

mak i n g t h e i r l a s t s t r u g g l e t o r e t a i n t h e i r h o l d upon the p e n i n s u l a 

o f A c a d i e . " 6 1 

Even t oday R o b e r t s ' s l i t e r a r y s k i l l d i s t i n g u i s h e s h i s l i g h t 

h i s t o r i c a l romances f r om the hack work o f w r i t e r s l i k e R o b e r t 

B a r r , and a t t he t u r n o f t he c e n t u r y he h e l p e d t o e s t a b l i s h an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l image o f Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e w h i c h a c c o r d e d w i t h 

t h e s t a n d a r d s s e t by G o l d w i n S m i t h . The New Yo rk World 's r e v i e w e r 

e n j o y e d The P r i s o n e r o f M a d e m o i s e l l e ( 1 9 0 4 ) , a f a s t - p a c e d t a l e 

o f l o v e and p u r s u i t , a p p r e c i a t i n g i t as a p a r t i c u l a r l y Canad i an 

book: 
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I t p o s s e s s e s a p e c u l i a r a t t r a c t i o n w h i c h we r e c o g n i z e 
i n a l m o s t a l l work s o f f i c t i o n w h i c h come t o us f r o m 
Canada; an a tmosphere o f r e f i n e m e n t and a c e r t a i n 
l o f t i n e s s c h a r a c t e r i s e t h e i r romance . . . I t has 
gleams o f humour i n i t s h i g h romance, and i s t o l d 
w i t h a c e r t a i n e l e g a n c e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f i t s o r i g i n . 6 2 

The h i s t o r i c a l n o v e l s o f C h a r l e s G. D. Robe r t s and G i l b e r t 

P a r k e r show how E n g l i s h C a n a d a ' s i n t e r e s t i n Quebec d e g e n e r a t e d 

f r o m an e a r n e s t i n v o l v e m e n t i n i t s c u l t u r e and h i s t o r y , e x e m p l i f i e d 

by t he s e r i o u s h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n o f the l a t e 1 8 7 0 ' s , t o a s u p e r ­

f i c i a l c o n c e r n w i t h F r e n c h C a n a d a ' s p i c t u r e s q u e n e s s , i l l u s t r a t e d 

by t h e s l i c k s t o r i e s p o p u l a r i n t h e 1 8 9 0 ' s . L i k e R o b e r t s , G i l b e r t 

P a r k e r v i e w e d h i s t o r y as d u l l f a b r i c t o be e m b r o i d e r e d by t he 

romancer . Modern c r i t i c s a g ree t h a t P a r k e r ' s h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n 

c o n t a i n s none o f t h e d e t e r m i n e d f a i t h f u l n e s s t o t he p a s t , a p p r e c i a t i o n 

o f h i s t o r i c a l f o r c e s o r complex p a t t e r n s o f m o t i v a t i o n w h i c h 

6 3 

d i s t i n g u i s h The GOlden Dog. Compared w i t h K i r b y ' s monumental 

w o r k , P a r k e r ' s Canad i an h i s t o r i c a l n o v e l s - - The T r a i 1 o f t h e 

SWord (1894) and The S e a t s o f the M i g h t y (1896) - - a r e m e r e l y 

f a s t - p a c e d costume romances , e v i n c i n g l i t t l e i n t e r e s t i n Quebec 

beyond a s o u r c e o f h i g h a d v e n t u r e , p i c t u r e s q u e s c e n e r y and e x o t i c 

c o l o u r . Y e t c on tempo ra r y r e v i e w e r s v a l u e d " t h e p r e - R a p h a e l i t e 

f i d e l i t y w i t h w h i c h Mr. P a r k e r ' s v i v i d and p i c t u r e s q u e s cenes 
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a r e p a i n t e d . " Massey s Magaz ine p r onounced The S e a t s o f t he 
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M i g h t y a work o f " c o n s i d e r a b l e " h i s t o r i c a l v a l u e , and t h e 

Canad i an Magaz ine d e c l a r e d i t s a u t h o r t o be " C a n a d a ' s g r e a t e s t 

n o v e l i s t " becau se 



H i s works . . . a r e wholesome and f r u i t f u l , b r i g h t 
and i n t e r e s t i n g , p o l i s h e d and r e f i n e d . H i s h i s t o r i c a l 
romances compare w i t h t he b e s t work o f t h i s c l a s s 
i n t he E n g l i s h l a n guage . He i s p r o g r e s s i v e and 
s t a b l e . He i s n e v e r f l i p p a n t and a lway s i n s t r u c t i v e . 6 6 

Of more i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e deve l opment o f Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e 

and l i t e r a r y a t t i t u d e s a r e P a r k e r ' s s t o r i e s o f c o n t e m p o r a r y 

F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n l i f e . The same l a t e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y i n t e r e s t 

i n l o c a l c o l o u r t h a t i n s p i r e d Ame r i c an and B r i t i s h w r i t e r s t o 

i n v e s t i g a t e t he manners and d i a l e c t s o f f a r c o r n e r s o f t h e i r 

c o u n t r y s e n t P a r k e r t o t he N o r t h w e s t and Quebec. P a r k e r c l a i m e d 

t h a t t h e s e t a l e s , f i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n p o p u l a r B r i t i s h and A m e r i c a n 

p e r i o d i c a l s b e f o r e b e i n g c o l l e c t e d i n P i e r r e and H i s P e o p l e 

6 7 

( 1 8 9 2 ) , opened up t he Canad ian N o r t h i n f i c t i o n . To u n i f y 

h i s m e l o d r a m a t i c s t o r i e s o f l i f e and dea th i n t h e h a r s h Hud son ' s 

Bay r e g i o n , P a r k e r c r e a t e d the r o m a n t i c c h a r a c t e r o f P r e t t y P i e r r e , 

an e l e g a n t F r e n c h - s p e a k i n g M e t i s " b e g a t i n an hou r between a 
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f i g h t i n g and a mas s . " P a r k e r a lway s i n s i s t e d t h a t P i e r r e was 
" t r u e t o l i f e — t o h i s r a c e , t o h i s e n v i r o n m e n t , t o the c o n d i t i o n s 
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o f p i o n e e r l i f e t h r o u g h w h i c h he moved , " a l t h o u g h some o f h i s 

c r i t i c s d i f f e r e d . 

C e r t a i n l y t he m a j o r i t y o f P a r k e r ' s Canad ian a u d i e n c e w o u l d 

have a g r e e d w i t h t h e T o r o n t o Da i1y S t a r ' s 1904 p ronouncement t h a t 

"We a r e t h a n k f u l t o S i r G i l b e r t f o r i d e a l i s i n g C a n a d a , " 7 0 and 

w i t h B l i s s Ca rman ' s p r e d i c t i o n , made t e n y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y , t h a t 

P a r k e r was " one o f the h a l f dozen E n g l i s h n o v e l i s t s t o whom 

the o p e n i n g o f the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y i s l i k e l y t o b e l o n g . " 7 1 
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Even i n t he 1 920 ' s P a r k e r ' s e u l o g i z e r s e n j o y e d the way h i s books 

u p h e l d t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f S m i t h ' s ;seven"Lamps o f F i c t i o n ! ' a c c o r d i n g 

t o L o m e P i e r c e , " T h e r e a r e many e l e v a t e d mora l pa s sages i n h i s 

w o r k , as w e l l as a f i n e use o f t h e S c r i p t u r e s . Mr. P a r k e r i s a l s o 

f r e e f r om m o r b i d i t y , sombre p s y c h o l o g y and s e x ; he i s wholesome 
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and y e t v i r i l e . A g a i n s t t h i s cho ru s o f a p p l a u s e t h e r e r o s e 

s e v e r a l d i s c o r d a n t v o i c e s , e x p r e s s i n g o p i n i o n s c o i n c i d i n g w i t h 

t h o s e o f modern r e a d e r s . In 1896 T. G. Ma rqu i s o b s e r v e d t h a t 

P i e r r e and H i s P e o p l e bo re l i t t l e r e l a t i o n t o r e a l l i f e : 

In " P i e r r e and h i s P e o p l e " Mr. P a r k e r shewed i n d i v i d u a l i t y , 
s t r e n g t h , and a s u b t l e power o f c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n ; 
b u t as we c l o s e d h i s s t u d i e s we f e l t t h a t t he l i f e 
p o r t r a y e d was drawn f r o m h i s own b r a i n , and had n e v e r 
e x i s t e d on any known p a r t o f t h i s c o n t i n e n t . ^ 3 

B r i t i s h r e v i e w e r s app roached P a r k e r ' s f i r s t book w a r i l y , r e s p o n d i n g 

p r i m a r i l y t o its< unu sua l s e t t i n g ; as t h e Athenaeum c a u t i o u s l y 

r e m a r k e d , "M r . P a r k e r ' s s cenes f r o m Quebec and the Hud son ' s Bay 
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T e r r i t o r y have t he g r e a t advan tage o f b e i n g n o v e l . " The Bookman 

e n j o y e d P a r k e r ' s " p i c t u r e s q u e n e s s , " b u t p e r c e i v e d t h a t h i s r o m a n t i c i s m 

d e s t r o y e d any sense o f p r o b a b i l i t y : 

-The men a r e b i g g e r , t he women o f r o b u s t e r beau t y than 
e l s e w h e r e . T h e i r l anguage i s more t han p i c t u r e s q u e ; 
i t i s l i t e r a r y ; p o e t i c a l , and i t must be c o n f e s s e d 
t h e y n e a r l y a l l t a l k i n the same manner, w h e t h e r t h e y 
be n a t i v e s o f D o n e g a l , o r o f the Cyp re s s H i l l s , o r o f 
B e l g r a v i a . The w e a k e s t p o i n t o f t h e who l e i s t h e 
p a r t t h a t B e l g r a v i a p l a y s . I t sends o u t t o o many t oo 
i n t e r e s t i n g e x i l e s t o make a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h t he e l e g a n t , 
m e l a n c h o l y h a l f - b r e e d P i e r r e . ' 5 

P a r k e r ' s c o n s t a n t w i l l i n g n e s s t o s u b o r d i n a t e r e a l i t y t o romance 

a r o u s e d t h e i n d i g n a t i o n o f t he T o r o n t o E v e n i n g S t a n d a r d , w h i c h 
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a n g r i l y a c c u s e d h im o f s i m p l y e x p l o i t i n g h i s c o u n t r y , w i t h o u t 

r e s p e c t i n g i t s t r u e n a t u r e : 

G i l b e r t P a r k e r . . . i s a p o s e u r f r o m f i r s t t o l a s t . 
He i s r o m a n t i c and i d e a l i s t i c , and has t h e f a u l t s o f 
h i s q u a l i t i e s . A b l e t o w r i t e l i m p i d p r o s e , he p r e f e r s 
t o s t r a i n a f t e r t h o s e m e r e t r i c i o u s b l a n k v e r s e e f f e c t s 
w h i c h s p o i l t r u e s t y l e . He i s p o p u l a r becau se he had 
the c ommerc i a l sh rewdness t o g i v e t h e r e a d i n g p u b l i c 
t he o n l y p a r t o f t h e B r i t i s h Emp i re t h a t had no t been 
e x p l o i t e d . When P i e r r e and H i s P e o p l e was p u b l i s h e d , 
Haggard had wo r ked A f r i c a and K i p l i n g I n d i a , and t h e 
o t h e r h a b i t a b l e p o r t i o n s o f t he g l o b e had l i k e w i s e 
t h e i r m a n i p u l a t o r s . P a r k e r s e r v e d up Canada and t h e 
Canad ian N o r t h w e s t , g i v i n g t he l a t t e r r e g i o n a l o c a l 
c o l o u r t h a t e x i s t e d l a r g e l y i n h i s own i m a g i n a t i o n . 
A t any r a t e , i n v i d i o u s p e o p l e say t h a t P a r k e r ' s 
N o r t h w e s t i s as much l i k e t he r e a l t h i n g as a peacock 
i s l i k e a Moor hen , and as f o r t he p r e p o s t e r o u s P i e r r e , 

. w i t h h i s e v e r l a s t i n g c i g a r e t and h i s g r a c e f u l i n s o u c i a n c e 
- - such a h a l f - b r e e d as t h a t c o u l d h a r d l y e s c ape the 
L i e u t e n a n t G o v e r n o r s h i p o f the T e r r i t o r i e s . 7 6 

P a r k e r c a r r i e d h i s i n a b i l i t y t o d i s t i n g u i s h between c l i c h e d 

romance and b e l i e v a b i 1 i t y f r o m the N o r t h t o Quebec i n The Pomp 

o f t h e L a v i l e t t e s ( 1 8 9 6 ) , The Lane t h a t Had no T u r n i n g ( 1 9 0 0 ) , 

The R i g h t o f Way (1901) and The Money M a s t e r ( 1 9 1 5 ) . In t he 

p r e f a c e s t o t he I m p e r i a l E d i t i o n o f h i s C o l l e c t e d Works , he 

d e c l a r e d t h e s e books t o be r e a l i s t i c s t u d i e s o f F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n 

l i f e , and h i s Canad i an r e v i e w e r s p r a i s e d t h e i r " a t m o s p h e r e o f 

t h e o l d F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n l i f e so t r u t h f u l l y d e p i c t e d t h a t i t s 

v e r y n a t u r a l n e s s i s t h e h i g h e s t t r i b u t e t o . t h e a u t h o r ' s a b i l i t y . " 

The Athenaeum, howeve r , j u s t i f i a b l y e x p r e s s e d r e s e r v a t i o n s abou t 

The Lane t h a t Had No T U r n i n g : 

One g l a d l y adm i t s t h a t t he s e t t i n g i s p i c t u r e s q u e . . . 
b u t one may be a l l o w e d t o doub t w h e t h e r t h i s c o l l e c t i o n 
was w o r t h y t o be d e d i c a t e d , as i t i s , t o S i r W i l f r i d 



L a u r i e r . I t i s u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t t he s t o r i e s do no t 
s u c c e e d i n c o n v e y i n g t he i m p r e s s i o n t hey a r e i n t e n d e d 
t o convey o f t he c h a r a c t e r o f t he F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n s . 
The l e a s t a t t r a c t i v e and a d m i r a b l e t r a i t s a r e t h o s e 
t h a t a r e most p r o m i n e n t l y b r o u g h t f o r w a r d . To a c h i e v e 
what Mr. P a r k e r meant t o a c h i e v e w o u l d r e q u i r e a more 
s y m p a t h e t i c i m a g i n a t i o n and a l i t e r a r y s k i l l o f a more 
d e l i c a t e k i n d t han he has s u c c e e d e d i n b r i n g i n g t o 
h i s t a s k . The p r i n c i p a l s t o r y i s a w e l l - c o n s t r u c t e d 
p i e c e o f me lod rama, b u t one may hope t h a t i t i s as 
u n l i k e r e a l l i f e as a melodrama can b e . 7 8 . 

An o v e r w h e l m i n g t a s t e f o r melodrama and a c o n d e s c e n d i n g a t t i t u d e 

t owa rd s F r e n c h Canad i an s a c c o u n t f o r much o f P a r k e r ' s f a i l u r e 

t o do f o r Quebec what Thomas Hardy had done f o r Wessex. The 

Money M a s t e r , f o r e x a m p l e , owes much t o The Mayor o f C a s t e r b r i d g e , 

b u t P a r k e r ' s i n s i s t e n c e on p o p u l a t i n g n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Quebec 

w i t h g o t h i c e c c e n t r i c s and p r e d i c t a b l e r o m a n t i c s t e r e o t y p e s , 
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d e s p i t e h i s c l a i m s t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e F rench Canad i an c h a r a c t e r , 

u n d e r c u t any p o s s i b l e s en se o f r e a l i s m . 

Bo th P a r k e r ' s i n t e r e s t i n F r e n c h Canada and h i s g e n e r a l 

f a i l u r e t o w r i t e w e l l a bou t t he Lower p r o v i n c e o r i g i n a t e d i n 

p a r t i n h i s b a s i c app roach toward s the n o v e l as a l i t e r a r y genre 

and towards Canada as a l o c a t i o n f o r f i c t i o n . In an unda ted 

i n t e r v i e w w i t h t he New York Sun , P a r k e r e x p l i c i t l y r e j e c t e d t h e 

k i n d o f r e a l i s m a d v o c a t e d by S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan: 

I a p p r e c i a t e t he t a l e n t o f t he w r i t e r who t a k e s a 
s l a b o f l i f e , and who ana t om i ze s i t as a s k i l l e d 
s u r geon w o u l d a body , who b r i n g s o u t i t s d e t a i l s 
even though t hey may be h i d e o u s , b u t t h e r e i s no 
u rge i n me f o r such d i s s e c t i o n . 

I have t he r o m a n t i c t endency . . . . I make my 
c h a r a c t e r s a l i t t l e b e t t e r , a l i t t l e more a d v e n t u r o u s , 
a l i t t l e more s u p e r l a t i v e i n a l l t h e i r q u a l i t i e s than 
t h e y w o u l d be p o s s i b l y i n r e a l l i f e . 8 0 
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P a r k e r ' s " r o m a n t i c t e n d e n c y " l e d t o h i s i n t e r e s t i n Quebec b e c a u s e , 

as he r e v e a l e d i n an 1897 i n t e r v i e w , i t was t he o n l y p a r t o f 

Canada w i t h any " g l a m o r . " Most o f Canada P a r k e r d e s c r i b e d as 

" s e r e n e l y u n p i c t u r e s q u e " : 

The c o u n t r y i s new ( l e a v i n g out.• [the P r o v i n c e o f Quebec, ) 
and t h e r e f o r e t he houses a r e more o r l e s s p l a i n and 
i n t h e i r a s p e c t u n s o f t e n e d by the f i n g e r o f T ime. 
The v e r y b r i g h t s u n l i g h t , the raw s u r r o u n d i n g s , a r e 
a p t t o p r oduce an e f f e c t o f g a r i s h n e s s , and the l i f e 
o f t h e p e o p l e , b e i n g l a r g e l y a g r i c u l t u r a l , has no 
g l amor upon i t . 

P a r k e r f e l t t h a t he needed " t h e c l a s h o f r a c e " and " g r e a t e l e m e n t s 

o f c o n t r a s t " t o p r o v i d e d r a m a t i c m a t e r i a l , and he c o u l d f i n d t h i s 

o n l y i n t he N o r t h and i n Quebec: 

You ha ve , a t t he p r e s e n t day i n Canada, human l i f e , 
and t h a t i s immense ly i n t e r e s t i n g , and t o b r i n g i t 
o u t o f u n p i c t u r e s q u e s u r r o u n d i n g s and g i v e i t eminence 
r e q u i r e s n o t o n l y g r e a t a r t , b u t g r e a t h u m a n i t y ; 
t h e r e f o r e , we who a r e n o t g r e a t , have a h a r d t a s k b e ­
cause we have no a d v e n t i t i o u s a i d s t o fame. T h a t i s 
why I went where t h e r e were c o n t r a s t s - - t o Hud son ' s 
Bay w h i c h s t i l l p rov i .ded g r e a t e l e m e n t s o f c o n t r a s t 
. . . . I t i s a l s o p r o v i d e d i n Quebec, by r e a s o n o f 
t h e c l a s h o f r a c e — E n g l i s h and F r e n c h . 

The " c l a s h o f r a c e " i s c e r t a i n l y an i n t e r e s t i n g Canad ian theme, 

b u t P a r k e r n e v e r d i d d e v e l o p i t between E n g l i s h and F r ench b e ­

yond i t s r o m a n t i c c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e l o v e p l o t s o f T h e . T r a i l 

o f t he SwOrd and The S e a t s o f t he M i g h t y , and h i s s u p e r f i c i a l 

t r e a t m e n t o f t he 1837 r e b e l l i o n i n The POmp o f the L a v i l e t t e s . 

On l y i n The T r a n s l a t i o n o f a Savage ( 1 8 9 3 ) , i n w h i c h a Canad ian 

I n d i a n g i r l i s s u d d e n l y p l a c e d i n London h i g h s o c i e t y , d i d he 

even b e g i n t o e x p l o r e a c l a s h o f r a c e i n a manner a p p r o a c h i n g 
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t he s o c i a l i n t e r e s t s o f S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan, and o n l y i n When 

Valmond Came t o P o n t i a c (1895) d i d he use Quebec i n a r e a s o n a b l y 

s e r i o u s s t u d y o f i d e n t i t y and d e s t i n y . 

P a r k e r b e l o n g e d t o a group o f Canad ian w r i t e r s who c o n t r i b u t e d 

l o c a l c o l o u r t a l e s o f F r ench Canada t o l a r g e A m e r i c a n p e r i o d i c a l s 

l i k e S c r i b n e r ' s , H a r p e r ' s and the C e n t u r y b e f o r e r e - i s s u i n g them 
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i n book f o r m . C o l l e c t i o n s l i k e E. W. Thomson ' s O l d Man S a v a r i n 

S t o r i e s ( 1 8 9 5 ) , W i l l i a m McLennan ' s In O l d F r ance and New ( 1 8 9 9 ) , 

and G. M. F a i r c h i l d ' s A R i d i c u l o u s C o u r t i n g and O t h e r S t o r i e s o f 

F rench Canada (1900) a l l e x h i b i t t o some deg ree t h e c o n d e s c e n s i o n , 

melodrama and s e n t i m e n t a l i t y wh i ch c h a r a c t e r i s e P a r k e r ' s s t o r i e s . 

N o n e t h e l e s s E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n s t o o k t h e s e t a l e s t o be r e a l i s t i c 

p o r t r a y a l s o f F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n l i f e , and i n 1895 A r c h i b a l d Lampman 

p a r t i c u l a r l y l a u d e d B. W. Thomson ' s work . However, t he p o i n t s 

f o r w h i c h he p r a i s e d Thomson r e l a t e l e s s t o t he O l d Man S a V a r i n 

S t o r i e s t han t o Lampman's own c o n c e p t i o n o f what a t r u l y Canad i an 

l i t e r a t u r e ought t o be . Lampman's d e s i r e f o r a s en se o f a u t h e n t i c i t y 

o c c a s i o n e d h i s commendat ion o f f i c t i o n 

w r i t t e n n o t by a f o r e i g n l i t t e r a t e u r who has s c o u r e d 
t h i s c o u n t r y on t he hun t f o r new s e n s a t i o n s , b u t by 
a Canad i an who has l i v e d i n the p l a c e s t h e v e r y s c e n t 
o f whose p i n e s and t h e pu re b r e a t h o f whose a tmosphere 
he b r i n g s b e f o r e u s , and worked w i t h t h e p e o p l e whose 
s i m p l e human i t y and genu ine t a l k l e n d humour and l i f e 
t o h i s pages . 

In Thomson ' s s t o r i e s — some w r i t t e n i n Quebeco i s d i a l e c t - -

Lampman t h o u g h t he d e t e c t e d a genu i ne Canad i an v o i c e . He f ound 

Thomson ' s l anguage t o be 



o f t e n e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y s i m p l e , b u t i t i s t he k i n d l y o f f ­
s p r i n g o f genu ine c o n c e p t i o n , and d i r e c t spon taneous 
f e e l i n g , and somet imes i n h i s e a s y way he w i l l g i v e 
f o r t h a s t r o k e o f imagery c o n t a i n i n g a w o r l d o f meaning 
i n a s i n g l e p h r a s e , o f t e n s o m e t h i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y ap t 
t o a Canad ian e a r . ° 3 

A l t h o u g h Thomson ' s s t o r i e s a r e i n f a c t b a r e l y d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e 

f r o m the magaz ine f i c t i o n p r o d u c e d by h i s c o m p a t r i o t s , two more 

g i f t e d w r i t e r s d i d add a s p e c i a l d i m e n s i o n t o E n g l i s h Canada ' s 

l i t e r a r y t r e a t m e n t o f F rench Canada when t h e y t r a n s f o r m e d t h e 

l o c a l c o l o u r t a l e f r o m a s u p e r f i c i a l a c c o u n t o f a q u a i n t c u l t u r e 

t o a c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h p s y c h i c r e a l i t y . The Quebec f i c t i o n 

o f Susan F r ance s H a r r i s o n and Duncan Campbe l l S c o t t f o l l o w s an 

app roach t o Lower Canada f i r s t adumbrated i n The Go lden Dog. 

N i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian s e n j o y e d The Go lden Dog b e c a u s e , 
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l i k e Queen V i c t o r i a h e r s e l f , t h e y " l i k e d a n o v e l . " B u t K i r b y ' s 

h a n d l i n g o f t i m e i n d i c a t e s t h a t i n w r i t i n g abou t F r ench Canada 

he f o u n d h i m s e l f t a c k l i n g a p r o b l e m more s u b t l e than t he r e l a t i v e l y 

s i m p l e r e c o u n t i n g o f h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s and l e g e n d s . When d e a l i n g 

w i t h h i s t o r i c a l l y v e r i f i a b l e c h a r a c t e r s , K i r b y o c c a s i o n a l l y l e a p s 

o u t o f t h e p r e s e n t t i m e o f h i s n o v e l , t o f o r e c a s t f u t u r e e v e n t s . 

In t he v e r y f i r s t c h a p t e r , w h i c h i n t r o d u c e s "Men o f t h e O l d Reg ime, 

K i r b y f o r e t e l l s t h e i r f i n a l d e s t i n y . A l t h o u g h he c o n f i n e s h i s 

p r e s e n t s t o r y t o abou t s i x months i n 1749, he r e p e a t s t h i s p a t t e r n 

o f p r o j e c t i n g i n t o t he f u t u r e s e v e r a l t i m e s i n the body o f h i s 

book (pp . 1 90 - 91 , 514) and i n h i s f i n a l c h a p t e r , t h e r e b y u n d e r ­

s c o r i n g the r e l a t i o n o f each h i s t o r i c a l moment t o p r e v i o u s and 



f u t u r e h i s t o r i c a l t i m e . A t t he same t i m e , however , he c o n s t r u c t s 

a k i n d o f s u p e r h i s t o r i c a l t ime scheme when he r e f e r s t o a r ea s 

and e v e n t s o u t s i d e t he bounds o f v e r i f i a b l e h i s t o r y , K i r b y 

i n t r o d u c e s g e o l o g i c a l p r e h i s t o r y when he emphas i ze s t he b r e v i t y 

o f P i e r r e P h i l i b e r t ' s and Ame-ih'e de R e p e n t i g n y ' s j u s t - d e c l a r e d 

l o v e by s e a t i n g them upon a " b o u l d e r w h i c h had d ropped m i l l i o n s 

o f y e a r s b e f o r e o u t o f an i c e b e r g as i t s a i l e d s l o w l y o v e r t h e 

g l a c i a l ocean w h i c h then c o v e r e d t he p l a c e o f New F r a n c e " (pp . 

2 9 9 - 3 0 0 ) . T h i s a p p a r e n t l y c a s u a l remark i s l a t e r d e v e l o p e d 

when P e t e r Kalm a rgues f r o m g e o g r a p h i c a l and b i o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e 

t h a t t he New W o r l d i s o f v a s t e r a n t i q u i t y than t he O l d (pp . 

4 1 2 - 1 6 ) . To K a l m ' s s c i e n t i f i c s p e c u l a t i o n s r e g a r d i n g t i m e o u t ­

s i d e human know ledge , K i r b y adds t he d i m e n s i o n o f m y t h i c t ime 

by f r e q u e n t l y r e f e r r i n g t o t he B i b l e and t o c l a s s i c a l m y t h o l o g y . 

By mak ing Quebec t he c o n f l u e n c e o f v a r i o u s k i n d s o f h i s t o r i c a l 

and n o n - h i s t o r i c a l t i m e , o r o f t i m e and t i m e l e s s n e s s , K i r b y 

e f f e c t i v e l y e l e v a t e d Lower Canada f r o m a g e o g r a p h i c a l t o an 
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i m a g i n a t i v e p l a c e . I t was as such an i m a g i n a t i v e space t h a t 

Quebec a t t r a c t e d two o f t he b e s t l a t e ' n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian 

w r i t e r s o f f i c t i o n , Susan F r ance s H a r r i s o n and Duncan Campbe l l 

S c o t t . 

In bo th h e r p o e t r y and h e r f i c t i o n , H a r r i s o n c r e a t e s a Quebec 

removed f r o m E n g l i s h Canada i n bo th space and t i m e - - a Quebec 

c o n t a i n i n g n o t j u s t c o n v e n t i o n a l c h e e r f u l p e a s a n t s , b u t a l s o 
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d i r e c t e n c o u n t e r s w i t h t h e k i n d s o f f e a r and h o r r o r w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e 

t h e i m a g i n a t i v e w o r l d o f g o t h i c romance. In the o p e n i n g poems o f 

P i n e , Rose and F l e u r de L i s ( 1 8 9 1 ) , H a r r i s o n c a r r i e s h e r r e a d e r 
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" F a r f r om f l a t O n t a r i o " t o a p l a c e where g e o g r a p h i c a l and 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l d i s t i n c t i o n s b l u r as "The O l d W o r l d and the New 

W o r l d meet " (p . 3 8 ) . Once t he p r e s e n t i s l e f t b e h i n d , deg ree s 

o f a n t i q u i t y cea se t o be r e l e v a n t ; when "The s p e l l o f Age i s o v e r 

a l l , " t he s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y a r c h i t e c t u r e o f Cha teau P a p i n e a u 

may j u s t as e a s i l y be d e s c r i b e d as " m e d i e v a l " ( p . 4 1 ) . A l t h o u g h 

most o f t h e P i n e , Rose and F l e u r de L i s poems c a t e r t o a s t e r e o ­

t y p i c a l v i ew o f c o l o u r f u l , p a s t o r a l Quebec, t h e i d y l l i s u n d e r ­

c u t by t h o s e w h i c h warn a young Q u e b e c o i s e n e v e r t o ange r o r 

b e t r a y h e r M e t i s s u i t o r , " F o r know, my g i r l , t h e r e i s a lways 

t h e cuxe" (p . 3 6 ) . F r e n c h Canada ' s o t h e r w i s e E d e n i c l a n d s c a p e i s 

p o l l u t e d by the begga r s o f Cote B e a u p r e , " M o u t h i n g and mumbl ing 

and mak ing a h e l l o f the f r e e h i ghway " ( p . 5 1 ) , and i t s a p p a r e n t l y 

pu re r e l i g i o u s s t r u c t u r e i s h aun ted by 

The W o r l d , t he F l e s h and t h e D e v i l - - t h e y ' r e 
On the c o u n t r y r o a d , i n t he g a s - l i t t own , 

Anea r and a f a r and e ve r ywhe re ( p . 6 1 ) . 

In H a r r i s o n ' s p r o s e f i c t i o n t h i s s i n i s t e r t one domina te s 

h e r v i s i o n o f Quebec, w h i c h becomes a p l a c e where h e r p r o t a g o n i s t s 

( u s u a l l y E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g o u t s i d e r s ) e n c o u n t e r madness , t e r r o r and 

d e a t h . S e v e r a l o f t h e p i e c e s i n h e r Crowded Out ! and O t h e r S k e t c h e s 

(1886) s t r i k i n g l y i l l u s t r a t e d the i m a g i n a t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

Canada and Quebec i n w h i c h Lower Canada f u n c t i o n s as a k i n d o f 



l o o k i n g - g l a s s w o r l d f o r Upper Canada, where i n n e r e x p e r i e n c e s 

can be c l o t h e d and c o n f r o n t e d i n t a n g i b l e , o u t e r f o r m s . The 

n a r r a t o r o f t h e t i t l e s t o r y i s a young E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n m u s i c i a n 

and w r i t e r f a i l i n g t o a c h i e v e r e c o g n i t i o n i n London. As he 

descends i n t o madness and d e a t h , he c a l l s on h i s b e l o v e d H o r t e n s e , 

a h i g h - b o r n Q u e b e c o i s e . Not o n l y i s H o r t e n s e A n g e l i q u e de 
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R e p e n t i g n y de S t . H i l a i r e a d i s d a i n f u l m i s t r e s s whose image 

haunt s h e r l o v e r , b u t she i s a l s o under t he d o m i n a t i o n o f a 

l e c h e r o u s o l d p r i e s t who 

has t a u g h t h e r a l l she knows, how t o sew and 
e m b r o i d e r , and cook and r e a d , though he n e v e r l e t s 
h e r r e a d a n y t h i n g b u t works on r e l i g i o n . R e l i g i o n , 
a lways r e l i g i o n ! He has b r o u g h t h e r up l i k e a nun , 
c r u s h e d t he l i f e o u t o f h e r . . . . my God! t h a t 
n i g h t w h i l e I w a t c h e d them s t u d y i n g and b e n d i n g o v e r 
t h o s e c u r s e d works on t he M a r t y r s and the S a i n t s and 
t he M i s s i o n houses - - I saw h im - - h im — t h a t o l d 
p r i e s t - - t a k e h e r i n h i s arms and c a r e s s h e r , d r i n k 
h e r b r e a t h , f e a s t on h e r e y e s , h e r h a i r , h e r d e l i c a t e 
s k i n . . . . 8 8 

T h i s e x p e r i e n c e w i t h p e r v e r t e d r e l i g i o n and s e x u a l i t y d e s t r o y s 

H o r t e n s e 1 s u n s u c c e s s f u l l o v e r , who d i e s murmur i ng , " De s cendez a 

T o m b r e , / Ma j o l i e b l o n d e . " 

These same l i n e s f r o m a Quebec b a l l a d , " s o w e i r d , so s o l e m n , 
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so e a r n e s t , y e t so p a t h e t i c , so s w e e t , so m e l o d i o u s " f o rm t he 

t i t l e o f a s t o r y i n w h i c h t hey a g a i n s i g n i f y dea th f o r the E n g l i s h 

o u t s i d e r , t h i s t i m e f r o m s m a l l p o x c o n t r a c t e d f r o m a F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n 

O t h e r E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g v i s i t o r s d i s c o v e r Quebec t o be t he home 

o f g o t h i c i s m , romance and the g r o t e s q u e i n "The S t o r y o f D e l l e 

J o s e p h i n e B o u l a n g e r , " when a r e s e r v e d o l d ma id t u r n s o u t t o be 



a h a r m l e s s m a n i a c , and i n "The S t o r y o f E t i e n n e Chezy D ' A l e n c o u r t , " 

when an E n g l i s h i m m i g r a n t d e c i d e s he has f o u n d the ep i t ome o f the 

h a b i t a n t i n a l u m b e r j a c k , o n l y t o d i s c o v e r t h a t t he man i s i n 

f a c t o f n o b l e d e s c e n t . Duncan Campbe l l S c o t t d e v e l o p e d a s i m i l a r 

p a t t e r n o f E n g l i s h / F r e n c h - r e l a t i o n s i n h i s n a r r a t i v e poem 

" C a t n i p J a c k " ( 1 9 0 5 ) . J a c k , " a stur.dy E n g l i s h l a d , " l o s e s h i s 

F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n s w e e t h e a r t t o s m a l l p o x . The d i s e a s e m a n i f e s t s 

i t s e l f m a t e r i a l l y i n a v i s i o n o f h o r r i b l e " o l d mothe r P i c o t t e , " 

and t h e y o u n g c o u p l e , d e s t r o y e d by t h e i r e n c o u n t e r w i t h m y s t e r y 
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and t e r r o r , end up " c l o s e r i n dea th than i n l o v e . " 

H a r r i s o n ' s two n o v e l s , The F o r e s t o f B o u r g - M a r i e (1898). 

and R i n g f i e l d ( 1 9 1 2 ) , expand h e r g o t h i c v i s i o n o f Quebec. J o s h u a 

R i n g f i e l d , t he p r o t a g o n i s t o f h e r s e cond n o v e l , i s an O n t a r i o 

M e t h o d i s t p r e a c h e r whose t r a u m a t i c e x p e r i e n c e s i n t h e i s o l a t e d 

v i l l a g e o f S t . I gnace u l t i m a t e l y r e s u l t i n h i s r e t r e a t f r om 

E n g l i s h P r o t e s t a n t i s m t o t he s e c u r e arms o f t he C a t h o l i c c h u r c h . 

An a m b i t i o u s , p r a c t i c a l man, R i n g f i e l d f i r s t a r r i v e s i n S t . 

I gnace a t t he r e q u e s t o f t he A m e r i c a n i z e d P o u s s e t t e , an e n t r e ­

p r e n e u r who hopes t o b r i n g p r o g r e s s and e n l i g h t e n m e n t t o h i s n a t i v e 

p a r i s h . B u t P o u s s e t t e ' s d e s i g n s b a c k f i r e when R i n g f i e l d ' s r e p r e s s e d 

p a s s i o n s b r e a k t h r ough h i s c o o l , P r o t e s t a n t e x t e r i o r , and he f a l l s 

h o p e l e s s l y i n l o v e w i t h P a u l i n e C l a i r v i l l e , an a c t r e s s de s cended 

f r o m t h e r e g i o n ' s s e i g n e u r i a l f a m i l y . P a u l i n e ' s f a t a l decadence 

i s a p t l y s y m b o l i z e d by t h e w h i t e peacock w a n d e r i n g a round t he 

d e c a y i n g C l a i r v i l l e manor, wh i ch she s h a r e s w i t h h e r demented 
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b r o t h e r . R i n g f i e l d s u f f e r s t e r r i b l e c o n f l i c t s between emo t i on 

and i n t e l l e c t when h i s i n f a t u a t i o n w i t h P a u l i n e f o r c e s h im t o 

a c c e p t much t h a t h i s d e m o c r a t i c Method i sm abhor s - - a r i s t o c r a c y , 

t he s t a g e , h i n t s o f i l l e g i t i m a c y , s e x u a l i t y - - i n g e n e r a l , t he 

da rk w o r l d o f s u p p r e s s e d p a s s i o n and i r r a t i o n a l i t y . In h i s 

i n e v i t a b l e ne r vou s breakdown he f i n a l l y succumbs t o t h e o v e r ­

whe lm ing p s y c h i c u n d e r w o r l d t h a t , f o r the A n g l o p h o n e , can become 

m a n i f e s t i n Quebec. When P a u l i n e f i n a l l y m a r r i e s h i s r i v a l , 

R i n g f i e l d c a n n o t r e t u r n t o O n t a r i o . The Roman C a t h o l i c C h u r c h , 

t he backbone o f F rench Canada, b e c k o n s , and R i n g f i e l d r e t i r e s 

f o r e v e r i n t o t h e a l i e n w o r l d o f "The c l o i s t e r , t he c r o s s , t he s t r a n g e , 

hooded , c l o a k e d men . . . . t he r i c h s y m b o l i s m o f even the s i m p l e s t 
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s e r v i c e . . . . t h a t b e c k o n i n g w o r l d o f monks and m o n a s t i c q u i e t . " 

In The F o r e s t o f B o u r g - M a r i e (1898) the r o l e o f t he Ang lophone 

o u t s i d e r i s n o t c o n f e r r e d upon a c h a r a c t e r w i t h i n t he n o v e l , b u t 

i s t r a n s f e r r e d t o the E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g r e a d e r . H a r r i s o n i n t r o d u c e s 

E n g l i s h Canada t o t he a l i e n w i l d e r n e s s o f Quebec i n h e r o p e n i n g 

p a r a g r a p h s : 

B o r d e r i n g t he m i g h t y r i v e r o f the Yamach iche t h e r e 
a r e t h r e e n o t a b l e f o r e s t s , d a r k , u n c l e a r e d , u n t r o d d e n , 
and u n f r e q u e n t e d by man, l o f t y as A t l a s , sombre as Hades . 
In t h e i r P l u t o n i a n shades s t a l k s p e c t r a l shapes o f 
t r a p p e r and - v o y a g e u r , A l g o n q u i n and I r o q u o i s , B r e t o n 
and H i g h l a n d e r , Saxon and C e l t . . . . 

The f o r e s t o f B o u r g - M a r i e i s t he d a r k e s t , the d e e p e s t , 
t h e most i m p e n e t r a b l e , the most f o r b i d d i n g o f the t h r e e . 
The s t a r s o f s p r i n g t h a t l i g h t up o t h e r woods seem he re 
r a r e l y t o p i e r c e t h r ough t h e c o l d , h a r d g round t o the 
s u n ; t h e sun i t s e l f s e l dom p e n e t r a t e s t he t h i c k b r anche s 
o f f i r and p i n e and hemlock . . . . F i t t i n g s o i l f o r 
f a b l e and l e g e n d , f o r the t a l e o f t he Dead Man ' s T r e e , 



f o r t he l i v e l i e r s t o r y o f i l l - f a t e d Rose L a t u l i p p e , 
f o r c o u n t l e s s m i n o r myths t h a t t h e o l d women and t h e 
o l d men, even t h e young men and m a i d e n s , have a t 
t h e i r f i n g e r s ' end s . 

H a r r i s o n ' s a l l i a n c e o f c l a s s i c a l my tho l ogy and Quebec f o l k l o r e 

c r e a t e s a f o r e b o d i n g l a n d s c a p e w h i c h forms t h e ba ckd r op t o a drama 

o f c o n f l i c t between p a s t and p r e s e n t , t r a d i t i o n and m a t e r i a l i s m , 

and , u l t i m a t e l y , good and e v i l . O l d M i k e l C a r o n , f o r e s t - r a n g e r 

f o r Y amach i c he , makes h i m s e l f f u l l y a t home i n the p r i m e v a l 

w i l d e r n e s s . A d e s c e n d a n t o f the a n c i e n t s e i g n e u r i a l f a m i l y who 

o r i g i n a l l y p o s s e s s e d t h e l a n d , he s t i l l owns t h e r u i n e d M a n o i r 

b u i l t by h i s a n c e s t o r s . Here he has c o n s t r u c t e d a s e c r e t room, 

f u r n i s h e d w i t h an e l a b o r a t e l y s e t a n t i q u e d i n i n g t a b l e . F o r 

M i k e l , t h i s room s y m b o l i z e s h i s dream o f r e s t o r i n g p a s t g l o r y 

t h r o u g h h i s g r a n d s o n , M a g l o i r e , whom he e n v i s a g e s as a g r e a t 

F r e n c h Canad i an l e a d e r . Bu t M a g l o i r e c o m p l e t e l y b e t r a y s h i s o r i g i n s 

by A m e r i c a n i z i n g h i m s e l f t o t he e x t e n t o f a s suming an E n g l i s h 

name. Now a g a m b l e r , he r e g a r d s h i s home and f a m i l y o n l y as 

p o t e n t i a l s o u r c e s o f money. D i s g u s t e d w i t h h i s g r a n d s o n ' s m a t e r i a l ­

i s m , M i k e l chooses f o r h i s h e i r N i c h o l a s L a u r i e r e , a h a b i t a n t 

and " t h e w o r t h i e s t , most v i r t u o u s , most r e s p e c t a b l e young man 
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i n t he p a r i s h . " 

L i k e t he E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g o u t s i d e r s who appea r as c h a r a c t e r s 

w i t h i n H a r r i s o n ' s o t h e r w o r k s , the E n g l i s h r e a d e r o f The F o r e s t  

o f B o u r g - M a r i e i s drawn i n t o a g o t h i c l a n d s c a p e o f r u i n e d mans ions 

and p r i m e v a l f o r e s t s . - . i n h a b i t e d by s t r a n g e c h a r a c t e r s i n c l u d i n g 



a h u n c h - b a c k e d dwar f and a c l e v e r , m a n i p u l a t i v e p r i e s t . A g a i n s t 

t h i s n i g h t m a r i s h b a c k g r o u n d he w i t n e s s e s the t r i u m p h o f da r kne s s 

when t he good, i n n o c e n t N i c h o l a s i s d e s t r o y e d by M a g l o i r e , and 

t h e M a n o i r i t s e l f i s d e v a s t a t e d by a w i n d s t o r m . M a g l o i r e e s cape s 

unpun i s hed and p r o s p e r s i n t he U n i t e d S t a t e s . In the e n d , a l l 

t h a t r ema in s i s M i k e l ' s power t o e n d u r e , as he c o n t i n u e s h i s o l d 

l i f e as an a c c o m p l i s h e d woodsman and b e a r h u n t e r . 

S t y l i s t i c a l l y , The F o r e s t o f Bou rg M a r i e d e m o n s t r a t e s t h e 

s t r e n g t h o f w e l l - c o n t r o l l e d romance. The Canad i an Magaz i ne 

f ound the book " a d i s t i n c t r e v e l a t i o n o f power and m a s t e r y o f 
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m a t e r i a l . " R o b e r t B a r r ' s e n t h u s i a s t i c i n v o l v e m e n t i n the 

n o v e l ' s i m a g i n a t i v e power i n f e c t e d h i s own p r o s e s t y l e , when he 

d e c l a r e d i n one b r e a t h l e s s s e n t e n c e t h a t 

"The F o r e s t o f Bou rg M a r i e " i s a n o t a b l e work o f 
g e n i u s , a book s upe rb i n i t s c h a r a c t e r d r a w i n g , n o b l e 
i n d i c t i o n , t h r i l l i n g i n i n c i d e n t , and so s t r o n g l y 
c o n s t r u c t e d t h a t i t d i s p e n s e s w i t h c o n v e n t i o n a l l o v e -
m a k i n g , w i t h o u t l o s i n g an atom o f i t s i n t e r e s t , a f e a t 
w h i c h has no t been a c c o m p l i s h e d , t o my know ledge , s i n c e 
Rob i n son C r u s o e , and I doubt i f t h e r e i s a n o v e l i s t 
l i v i n g , however f amous , who w o u l d have had the cou rage 
t o p u t f o r t h a romance w i t h o u t a h e r o i n e i n i t . ^ 5 

P o w e r f u l w r i t i n g o f a d i f f e r e n t s o r t appea r s i n Duncan Campbe l l 

S c o t t ' s s t o r i e s o f t h e v i l l a g e o f V i g e r , whose i n h a b i t a n t s work 

o u t p rob lems o f p h y s i c a l and p s y c h i c s u r v i v a l i n a m o d i f i e d g o t h i c 

w o r l d . L i k e H a r r i s o n ' s Quebec f i c t i o n , t h e V i g e r s t o r i e s c o n t a i n 

many o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n s common t o l a t e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y s t o r i e s 

o f F r ench Canada - - humorous c o u r t s h i p s , s h a r e d s u p e r s t i t i o n s , 

l o c a l l e g e n d s , and c o l o u r f u l , e c c e n t r i c c h a r a c t e r s . What d i s t i n g u i s h e 



S c o t t ' s w r i t i n g f r o m the p r o d u c t i o n s o f h i s Canad i an c o n t e m p o r a r i e s 

i s t he way h i s f i n e l i t e r a r y s k i l l combines w i t h h i s c o n c e p t i o n 

o f Quebec as a s pace i n w h i c h t he l i f e o f t he i m a g i n a t i o n can e n j o y 

96 
s p e c i a l f r eedoms . The " r e s t r a i n e d i n t e n s i t y " w h i c h E. K. Brown 
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so adm i r ed i n S c o t t ' s p o e t r y appear s j u s t as m a r k e d l y i n h i s 

f i c t i o n . In t he V i11 age o f V i g e r (1896) i s h e l d t o g e t h e r by a 

t e n s i o n between d e p i c t i n g V i g e r as a " p l e a s a n t " r e t r e a t f r o m 

"The complex j o y s and i l l s o f l i f e , " i n t he words o f S c o t t ' s 
e p i g r a p h , and s e n s i n g t he t h r e a t imposed on t he v i l l a g e by t he 
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e x p a n d i n g c i t y , w h i c h i s d e s c r i b e d on t he v e r y n e x t page. 

T h i s b a l a n c e o f i d y l l and t h r e a t , o r i l l u s i o n and r e a l i t y , p e r ­

meates t h e l i f e o f V i g e r , as S c o t t s e t s up a w o r l d i n w h i c h t h e 

b o u n d a r i e s between i l l u s i o n and r e a l i t y b l u r and b l e n d u n t i l 

r e a l i t y cea se s t o be v e r i f i a b l e , and mag ic and m y s t e r y a r e no t 

o n l y p o s s i b l e , b u t o c c a s i o n a l l y the norm. S c o t t ' s s m a l l F r e n c h -

Canad i an c h a r a c t e r s c o n f r o n t the i n t e r m i n g l i n g o f a c t u a l i t y and 

i m a g i n a t i o n when C h a r l e s D e s j a r d i n s p r o g r e s s e s f r om s t u d y i n g 

Napo leon t o b e l i e v i n g t h a t he i s N a p o l e o n , when P a u l A r b i q u e d i e s 

t h e same day h i s n a t i v e Sedan f a l l s t o the P r u s s i a n s , when 

g a m b l i n g L o u i s B l a n c ' s dreams t r a n s f o r m a s m a l l w h i t e dog i n t o an 
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emblem o f h i s " a c c u s i n g c o n s c i e n c e , " and when P a u l F a r l o t t e , 

h i m s e l f h aun ted by unseen v i s i t o r s , becomes g u a r d i a n o f a f a m i l y 

v i c t i m i z e d by o b s e s s i v e i n s a n i t y . The same t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f 

myth i n t o r e a l i t y o c c u r s on a communal l e v e l when the w h o l e v i l l a g e 

o f V i g e r s h a r e s t h e b e l i e f t h a t a m y s t e r i o u s p e d l a r may have 
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been " t h e o l d D e v i l h i m s e l f . " u 

A l t h o u g h much o f S c o t t ' s F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n m a t e r i a l b e l o n g s t o 

t he r e a l m o f g o t h i c romance, h i s a r t i s t i c c o n t r o l p roduce s r e a l i s t i c 

e f f e c t s . Through h i s r e s t r a i n e d s t y l e , v e r y l i k e the p r o s e 

e q u i v a l e n t o f t h e " b a r e t e c h n i q u e " he adm i r ed i n t he p o e t r y o f John 

D o n n e , 1 0 1 S c o t t r e j e c t e d t he d i a l e c t humour, melodrama and s e n t i ­

m e n t a l i t y common t o t he Quebec s t o r i e s w r i t t e n by h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s . 

As a r e s u l t h i s s t o r i e s embrace bo th romance and r e a l i t y , d e p i c t i n g 

the u n p r e d i c t a b l e l i f e o f t he i m a g i n a t i o n i n r e l a t i v e l y m a t t e r -

o f - f a c t l a n guage . S c o t t ' s C a n a d i a n . c r i t i c s a p p r e c i a t e d h i s s t y l i s t i c 
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a r t i s t r y , commending h im as a " g r a c e f u l w r i t e r . " T. G. M a r q u i s 

d e c l a r e d In the V i11 age o f V i g e r a s u c c e s s because S c o t t "has 

a p o e t i c eye f o r e f f e c t s , and i s a b l e t o make h i s p i c t u r e r e a l 
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t o t h e most c a r e l e s s r e a d e r . " M a s s e y ' s r e v i e w e r u n d e r s t o o d 

e s p e c i a l l y w e l l t he r e l a t i o n between s k i l l f u l w r i t i n g and t he 

i m p r e s s i o n o f r e a l i s m . He d i s t i n g u i s h e d S c o t t as " w i t h o u t d o u b t , 

one o f the b e s t w r i t e r s o f s h o r t s t o r i e s , t h a t Canada has y e t 

t u r n e d o u t , " because i n In t he V i11 age o f V i g e r , "The c h a r a c t e r s 

a r e so t r u e t o l i f e , t h e s cene s a r e t h o s e met w i t h e v e r y day , 

and t h e l o c a l c o l o r has been a p p l i e d w i t h such b r i e f e x a c t n e s s 

t h a t Lower Canada may be t r a c e d on e v e r y p a g e . " T h i s c r i t i c 

s i n g l e d o u t "The D e s j a r d i n s " as a r e m a r k a b l y w e l l - w r i t t e n s t o r y 

i n w h i c h " e v e r y word i s made t o c o u n t . . . There i s so much 

s u g g e s t e d i n i t , so much l e f t t o t he i m a g i n a t i o n . 1 , 1 0 4 Lo rne 

P i e r c e a l s o p e r c e i v e d t h a t i n the V i g e r s t o r i e s , S c o t t " r e v e a l e d 



a f i n e s en se o f a r t i s t i c u n i t y and d r a m a t i c a c t i o n . E ve r y s u p e r ­

f l u o u s l i n e i s e r a s e d , t h a t t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f h i s i d y l l may be 

c l e a r l y s e e n . . . . E ve r y s t o r y moves by i t s own momentum, and 
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t h e denouement i s b o t h i n e v i t a b l e and memorab l e . " 

S c o t t ' s f i n e l y c o n t r o l l e d s t o r i e s marked a h i g h p o i n t i n 

V i c t o r i a n C a n a d a ' s l i t e r a r y l o v e a f f a i r w i t h Quebec. H i s s u p e r i o r 

s k i l l a l l o w e d h im t o e x p r e s s F r ench Canada ' s i m p o r t a n c e t o the 

c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y o f E n g l i s h Canada w i t h o u t the s u p e r f i c i a l i t y 

t h a t mars t he work o f most o f h i s p r e d e c e s s o r s and c o n t e m p o r a r i e s . 

Th roughou t t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , Quebec was one p l a c e where 

E n g l i s h C a n a d a ' s l i t e r a r y i m a g i n a t i o n c o u l d f i n d a home, i n t h e 

g o t h i c t a l e , t h e h i s t o r i c a l romance, and the l o c a l c o l o u r s t o r y . 

S c o t t ' s s t o r i e s c r y s t a l l i z e d t h i s i m a g i n a t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p , w h i l e 

h i s c r a f t s m a n s h i p a l l o w e d h im t o m a i n t a i n t he r e a l i s t i c t one 

a d v o c a t e d by S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan, w i t h o u t v i o l a t i n g t h e b a s i c 

s t a n d a r d s o f G o l d w i n S m i t h . 

Duncan Campbe l l S c o t t ' s a b i l i t y t o t r e a d t h e f i n e l i n e 

between r e a l i s m and romance was n o t s h a r e d by most o t h e r n i n e t e e n t h -

c e n t u r y Canad ian w r i t e r s . W h i l e a number r e j e c t e d the r o m a n t i c 

s u b j e c t o f F r e n c h Canada i n f a v o u r o f t he e v e r y d a y l i f e o f t h e i r 

own E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g c o m m u n i t i e s , t h e y r e t a i n e d t h e i r t a s t e f o r 

r o m a n t i c , d i d a c t i c l i t e r a t u r e . V i c t o r i a n C a n a d a ' s penchan t 

f o r romance becomes e s p e c i a l l y o b v i o u s i n n o v e l s w h i c h d e a l w i t h 

t o p i c s w h i c h c o u l d have been t r e a t e d u n r o m a n t i c a l l y . P i o n e e r l i f e , 



r e l i g i o u s c r i s e s , s o c i a l and amorous c o m p l i c a t i o n s and unwed 

mothe r s i n t e r e s t e d many Canad ian a u t h o r s , b u t t h e y i n v a r i a b l y 

used t h e s e s u b j e c t s as o c c a s i o n s t o p r e a c h m o r a l i t y , o r t o 

i l l u s t r a t e " t h e romance o f r e a l l i f e . " 
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CHAPTER IX 

"THE ROMANCE OF REAL L I F E " : 

DOMESTIC AND REGIONAL REALISM 

In 1843 M i s s F o s t e r , one o f the L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d ' s f r e q u e n t 

c o n t r i b u t o r s , r e v i e w e d a n o v e l o f d o m e s t i c l i f e w h i c h she f ound 

t o be marked by " deep b e a u t y , " " p o e t i c i n s p i r a t i o n " and " a h i g h 

t one o f mo ra l f e e l i n g . " She c o n c l u d e d t h a t " t h e romance o f r e a l 

l i f e f a r exceeds i n w i l d n e s s , aye and i n i m p r o b a b i l i t y , the 

i m a g i n i n g s o f t he most f a n t a s t i c b r a i n . H e r c o u p l i n g o f " r o m a n c e " 

w i t h " r e a l l i f e " e x e m p l i f i e s t he a t t i t u d e o f t ho se V i c t o r i a n 

Canad ian s who d i d i n d e e d want t o r e a d and w r i t e f i c t i o n abou t 

mo ra l and s o c i a l p r ob l ems e n c o u n t e r e d i n e v e r y d a y l i f e , b u t c o u l d 

n o t f r e e t h e m s e l v e s f r o m the a s s u m p t i o n t h a t bo th the f o rm and 

t he l anguage o f t he n o v e l w e r e , by d e f i n i t i o n , r o m a n t i c . In t he 

1 890 ' s Duncan Campbe l l S c o t t d e m o n s t r a t e d t h a t an a u t h o r c o u l d 

r e n d e r p o t e n t i a l l y r o m a n t i c m a t e r i a l r e a l i s t i c by c a r e f u l l y 

c o n t r o l l i n g f o rm and l anguage - - by w r i t i n g w i t h " b r i e f e x a c t n e s s , " 

2 

i n t he words o f an a p p r e c i a t i v e r e v i e w e r . B u t most o f S c o t t ' s 

Canad i an p r e d e c e s s o r s and c o n t e m p o r a r i e s l a c k e d h i s t e c h n i q u e , 

312 
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and s u c c e e d e d i n s t e a d i n r e n d e r i n g p o t e n t i a l l y r e a l i s t i c m a t e r i a l 

r omant i c . 

A l t h o u g h t he s e a r c h f o r a Canad ian W a l t e r S c o t t t u r n e d 

many w r i t e r s towards h i s t o r i c a l s u b j e c t s , a s i g n i f i c a n t number 

s h a r e d t h e o p i n i o n o f Rev. J . W. L o n g l e y o f H a l i f a x , who i n 

1873 c a l l e d f o r a Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e ba sed on t he p r e s e n t , 

n o t the p a s t . A c c o r d i n g t o L o n g l e y : 

The d e l i n e a t o r o f Canad ian l i f e must p i c t u r e t he q u i e t 
s cenes o f i n d u s t r y , t he s i m p l e i n c i d e n t s o f o r d i n a r y 
l i f e , t he j o y s , s o r r o w s , hope s , d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s , 
s u c c e s s e s and f a i l u r e s w h i c h a r e i n c i d e n t t o men i n 
t he common r o u t i n e o f l i f e . Bu t t h e r e need be no l a c k 
o f i n t e r e s t i n t h e s e t a l e s , becau se d e v o i d o f t h e 
" b l o o d and t h u n d e r " e l e m e n t . The f a i t h f u l h i s t o r y 
o f any human h e a r t , t h r ough a l l i t s s t r u g g l e s i n l i f e , 
can n e v e r grow w e a r i s o m e . I t must s t r i k e a c h o r d 
t h a t w i l l v i b r a t e i n e v e r y o t h e r h e a r t . There i s more 
t r a g e d y i n t he l i f e o f t h e p o o r e s t w o o d - c u t t e r than 
even the most b r i l l i a n t n o v e l i s t has c o n c e i v e d and 
w r i t t e n . 

W h i l e a s k i n g f o r n o v e l s abou t o r d i n a r y l i f e , L o n g l e y a l s o a s ked 

f o r " t r a g e d y " - - f o r f i c t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s o f common l i f e 

t o be s t r u c t u r e d on a g r and s c a l e a p p r o p r i a t e d f r om a genre d e a l ­

i n g w i t h v e r y e x t r a o r d i n a r y c h a r a c t e r s and s i t u a t i o n s . C o n d i t i o n e d 

by a r o m a n t i c v i ew o f l i t e r a t u r e , L o n g l e y ' s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s who 

w r o t e abou t r e a l l i f e f i t t e d t h e i r Canad ian m a t e r i a l t o p r e ­

e x i s t i n g f o r m s , u s u a l l y r e s u l t i n g i n s t e r e o t y p e d c h a r a c t e r s and 

u n l i k e l y p l o t s . A l t h o u g h t h e y drew t h e i r m a t e r i a l f r o m e v e r y ­

day w o r k i n g l i f e , most o f t h e s e w r i t e r s saw t he l i n k between 

t h e i r f i c t i o n and t he r e a l w o r l d n o t as the deve l opment o f l i t e r a r y 

v e r i s i m i l i t u d e , b u t as mo ra l e d i f i c a t i o n . 



From the f o u n d i n g o f the L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d i n 1839, s t o r i e s 

i l l u s t r a t i n g " s i m p l e i n c i d e n t s o f o r d i n a r y l i f e " a p p e a r e d r e g u l a r l y 

i n C anad i an p e r i o d i c a l s , t h e i r p i c t u r e s o f the " j o y s , s o r r o w s , 

hope s , d i s a p p o i n t m e n t s , s u c c e s s e s and f a i l u r e s w h i c h a r e i n c i d e n t 

t o men i n t he common r o u t i n e o f l i f e " i n v a r i a b l y c o l o u r e d by 

d i d a c t i c i s m . Most o f t h i s l i t e r a t u r e upho ld s c o n v e n t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s 

o f r e l i g i o u s m o r a l i t y and s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r , p r e a c h i n g c o r r e c t 

c o n d u c t , t e m p e r a n c e , i n d u s t r y and g o d l i n e s s . One need r e a d no 

f u r t h e r than t h e i r t i t l e s t o p r e d i c t t he t e n o r o f t he messages 

couched i n p i e c e s l i k e "A M i s t a k e i n L i f e . A Canad i an S t o r y Founded 

4 5 
on F a c t s , " " L o s s and G a i n ; o r , The B e n s o n s , " "The S t o r y o f a 

F l i r t , " 6 o r " M a r i a n ' s M i s e r i e s . " 7 W r i t t e n i n the 1 8 7 0 ' s and 1 8 8 0 ' s , 

t h i s g roup o f s t o r i e s used Canad i an c h a r a c t e r s i n l o c a l s e t t i n g s 

t o t e a c h Canad ian s n o t t o gamble , f l i r t , o r t r y t o r i s e above 

t h e i r p r o p e r s t a t i o n i n l i f e . 

E a r l i e r w r i t e r s c o n c e r n e d w i t h s i m i l a r i s s u e s f r e q u e n t l y 

f a i l e d t o d i s c o v e r Canad i an s i t u a t i o n s a p p r o p r i a t e t o t h e i r themes. 

One anonymous t a l e i n t he G a r l a n d — "The F i r s t Cow. A S t o r y o f 
g 

t h e Back-Woods " - - i s q u i t e unusua l f o r i t s r e l a t i v e l y s t r a i g h t ­

f o r w a r d d e p i c t i o n o f i m m i g r a n t l i f e , though t y p i c a l o f G a r l a n d 

f i c t i o n i n i t s message t h a t h a r d work and o c c a s i o n a l s a c r i f i c e 

w i l l l e a d t o p r o s p e r i t y . A n o t h e r , "Memgog," b e g i n s p r o m i s i n g l y 

w i t h d e t a i l e d d e s c r i p t i o n s o f Canad ian l i f e when the n a r r a t o r 

c o n d u c t s the r e a d e r i n t o a l o g c a b i n : 



We e n t e r on t he s i d e f r o n t i n g t h e w a t e r , t h r ough a rude 
d o o r , t h a t t r e m b l e s and c r e a k s ominO\ i s ly on i t s wooden 
h i n g e s . In t h e e n t r y way we s t o p s h o r t a g a i n s t the 
f o o t o f a c r a z y s t a i r c a s e , t h a t a scends i n a c u r v e i n t o 
the chamber, o r g a r r e t . Here we t a r r y a s h o r t t ime t o 
l o o k a t v a r i o u s imp lement s , o f hu sbandry and t h e c h a s e , 
- - such as an a x e , hand - saw, hammer, h o e s , an ox y o k e , 
an i r o n banded S p r i n g f i e l d mu ske t , and an I n d i a n h a t c h e t , 
t h a t l i e , some i n the c o r n e r s and some h a n g i n g on wooden 
p i n s i n t h e w a l l s . ^ 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s c o n c r e t e r e a l i s m soon d i s a p p e a r s . The anonymous 

a u t h o r abandons h i s ( o r h e r ) d e s c r i p t i v e s k e t c h t o hammer home 

a p r e d i c t a b l e message r e g a r d i n g " t h e v a n i t y o f w e a l t h . " ^ In 

g e n e r a l , G a r l a n d w r i t e r s i n t e r e s t e d i n r e a l l i f e c a r e d more abou t 

a b s t r a c t m a t t e r s l i k e p r o p e r s o c i a l c o n d u c t and t h e d e f i n i t i o n 

o f v i r t u e t han abou t such c o n c r e t e i s s u e s as t he p rob lems o f 

f r o n t i e r s e t t l e m e n t o r s u r v i v a l i n t he Canad i an bu sh . A u t h o r s 

l i k e Susanna Mood ie and Rosanna Lep rohon p r e f e r r e d the s o p h i s t i c a t e d 

s o c i a l l i f e o f E n g l a n d , where t h e y e a s i l y f ound f a m i l i a r l i t e r a r y 

c o n v e n t i o n s t o i l l u s t r a t e t h e i r m o r a l i s t i c themes o f f i l i a l 

o b e d i e n c e , f a i t h f u l n e s s , g e n e r o s i t y , h o n e s t y , and t he supremacy o f 

v i r t u e . 

D e s p i t e h e r v i g o r o u s i n t e r e s t i n c i v i l i z i n g Canad i an s o c i e t y , 

i n many ways Mr s . Mood ie n e v e r l e f t E n g l a n d . She e x p r e s s e d 

t he f e e l i n g t h a t E n g l a n d was r e a l l y h e r t r u e home i n a l e t t e r 

w r i t t e n i n 1869. A f t e r s p e n d i n g more than h a l f h e r l i f e i n t h e 

New W o r l d , Mrs . Moodie t o l d a young f r i e n d t h a t the f a i l u r e 

o f E n g l i s h d a i s i e s t o adap t t o t h e Canad i an c l i m a t e r em inded h e r 

o f "my own h e a r t s i c k n e s s , t o r e t u r n and d i e upon my n a t i v e s o i l . " ^ 



In h e r f i c t i o n , Moodie i m a g i n a t i v e l y e n a c t e d t h i s r e t u r n by s e t t i n g 

a l l h e r n o v e l s i n m i d d l e - and u p p e r - c l a s s E n g l i s h s o c i e t y . 

S t o r i e s f i r s t s e r i a l i z e d i n t he G a r l a n d f r o m 1839 t o 1851 b e f o r e 

p u b l i c a t i o n i n book f o rm i n London , such as Mark H u r d l e s t o n e , 

The G o l d W o r s h i p p e r ( 1 8 5 3 ) , M a t r i m o n i a l S p e c u l a t i o n s ( 1 8 5 4 ) , 

and G e o f f r e y Mone ton ; o r The F a i t h l e s s G u a r d i a n ( 1 8 5 6 ) , as w e l l 

as t ho se w h i c h n e v e r f ound t h e i r way beyond t he p e r i o d i c a l s , 

e x p l o i t t he c o n v e n t i o n s o f p o p u l a r r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n t o i l l u s t r a t e 

m o r a l s e q u a l l y a p p l i c a b l e t o E n g l i s h and Canad i an l i f e . Unab le 

t o d e v e l o p c h a r a c t e r , Susanna Mood ie i n s t e a d r e l i e d on c o m p l i c a t e d 

p l o t s , u s i n g upon o c c a s i o n d e v i c e s l i k e comp lex i n h e r i t a n c e s , 

s m u g g l e r s , w i t c h c r a f t and w i c k e d u n c l e s t o c a r r y h e r p p i o u s l y 

s e n t i m e n t a l messages o f r e s i g n a t i o n t o t h e w i l l o f God, t he 

i m p o r t a n c e o f p r o p e r e d u c a t i o n , and the t r i u m p h o f C h r i s t i a n 

m o r a l i t y . 

Of more i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e s u b s e q u e n t deve l opment o f Canad i an 

l i t e r a t u r e i s t h e d i d a c t i c f i c t i o n o f Rosanna E l e a n o r M u l l i n s 

L e p r o h o n . From 1847 t o 1851 Leprohon c o n t r i b u t e d t o t he L i t e r a r y 

G a r l a n d f i v e w e l l - w r i t t e n s e r i a l i z e d t a l e s e x p o s i n g the f r i v o l i t y 

12 

and h y p o c r i s y o f f a s h i o n a b l e s o c i e t y . In t h e s e s t o r i e s , a l l 

s e t i n E n g l a n d , she r e f i n e d t h e themes she was t o employ i n h e r 

be s t - known Canad i an n o v e l , A n t o i n e t t e de M i r e C O U r t ( 1 8 6 4 ) ; Fou r 

o f t he f i v e c e n t r e on a young l a d y whose p rob lems a r i s e f r o m i m ­

p r o p e r e d u c a t i o n , o r f r o m the i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f h e r p a r e n t s 

o r g u a r d i a n s . A l l a r e c a s t i n a h i g h r o m a n t i c mou l d , i n v o l v i n g 
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i n t r i c a t e l o v e c o m p l i c a t i o n s r e c o u n t e d i n e l e g a n t l a n g u a g e , 

b u t L e p r o h o n ' s a b i l i t y t o h a n d l e h e r chosen i d i o m w i t h r e s t r a i n t 

d i s t i n g u i s h e s h e r as one o f t he b e s t o f the G a r l a n d ' s w r i t e r s . 

A l t h o u g h Susanna M o o d i e ' s l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m u s u a l l y e v i d e n c e d 

more c o n c e r n w i t h m o r a l s than w i t h a r t i s t r y , she p r a i s e d the 

" p owe r and v i g o r " o f L e p r o h o n ' s w r i t i n g , s i n g l i n g o u t h e r t a l e n t 

t o c r e a t e b e l i e v a b l e c h a r a c t e r s . O f " I d a B e r e s f o r d ; o r The 

C h i l d o f F a s h i o n " (1848) M r s . Mood ie o b s e r v e d : 

The c h a r a c t e r o f I d a , i s v e r y f i n e l y and e f f e c t i v e l y 
c a s t , and w i t h a l l h e r f a u l t s , t h e r e i s th rown a round 
h e r , the f a s c i n a t i o n o f a n o b l e f r a n k i n d e p e n d e n c e , 
w h i c h gen i u s a l o n e c o u l d i m a g i n e , and c a l l i n t o e x i s t e n c e . 
The w r i t e r i s s t i l l v e r y young — one o f t he g i f t e d , 
upon whom f a n c y s m i l e d i n h e r c r a d l e , and gen i u s marked 
h e r f o r h i s own.13 

One i s t empted t o s p e c u l a t e what such e a r l y p r om i s e m i gh t 

have p r o d u c e d had Rosanna M u l l i n s n o t m a r r i e d Dr. J e a n - L u k i n 

Leprohon i n 1851 and bo rne t w e l v e c h i l d r e n . What d i d i n f a c t 

r e s u l t were a number o f a d e q u a t e , bu t g e n e r a l l y unmemorable magaz ine 

s t o r i e s p u b l i s h e d m o s t l y i n t he Canadi an I l l u s t r a t e d News ( 1 8 6 9 -

7 7 ) , many poems, and t h r e e n o v e l s i n w h i c h Mr s . Leprohon r e t a i n e d 

b u t f a i l e d t o d e v e l o p h e r a b i l i t y t o d e l i n e a t e s o c i a l manner s . 

In t he f i r s t two she t r a n s f e r r e d h e r y o u t h f u l i n t e r e s t i n h i g h 

l i f e f r om E n g l a n d t o Quebec, e x a m i n i n g t he e f f e c t s o f t he Seven 

Y e a r s ' War on the F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n a r i s t o c r a c y . John T a l o n - L e s -

p e r a n c e c o n s i d e r e d h e r b e s t work t o be h e r f i r s t Canad i an n o v e l , 

'The Manor House o f ; d e V i 1 l e r a i " s e r i a l i z e d i n the M o n t r e a l F a m i l y 



H e r a l d (1859 -60 ) b u t n e v e r i s s u e d i n book f o rm i n E n g l i s h . 

T h i s n o v e l c o n t a i n s an i n t e r e s t i n g s t u d y o f c l a s s c o n f l i c t when 

Gu s t ave de M o n t a r v i l l e , u n l o v e d by B l a n c h e de V i l l e r a i t o whom 

he has been engaged s i n c e c h i l d h o o d , becomes i n f a t u a t e d w i t h Rose 

L a u z o n , a p e a s a n t who r e t u r n s h i s a f f e c t i o n s b u t r e f u s e s t o 

mar ry h im. A l t h o u g h t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p n e v e r p r o g r e s s e s beyond 

s e v e r a l c o n v e r s a t i o n s , Rose s u f f e r s p u b l i c d i s g r a c e and l e a v e s 

t h e v i l l a g e t o e n t e r s e r v i c e i n M o n t r e a l , w h i l e t he d i s c o n s o l a t e 

de M o n t a r v i l l e ge t s h i m s e l f wounded s e r v i n g under Mon t ca lm. 

D e s p i t e h e r s e l f - e f f a c i n g modesty R o s e ' s b e a u t y a t t r a c t s t he 

15 

" i n s o l e n t i m p o r t u n i t i e s " o f t he e f f e t e Count De N o r a y e , whom 

de M o n t a r v i l l e then c h a l l e n g e s t o a d u e l . S m a l l p o x and t he 

f o r t u n e s o f wa r e v e n t u a l l y c o n s p i r e t o a l l o w Rose and de M o n t a r ­

v i l l e t o m a r r y , b u t Leprohon removes t he u n i o n o f t he p r i n c e 

and t he paupe r f r o m the r e a l l i f e w o r l d o f Quebec when she sends 

t he happy c o u p l e back t o F r ance a f t e r the Conque s t . In "The Manor 

House o f de V i l l e r a i " Leprohon r e j e c t e d t r a g e d y , a l l o w i n g h e r 

C h r i s t i a n o p t i m i s m t o t r a n s f o r m a s t u d y o f " v i r t u e i n d i s t r e s s " 

t o a romance o f " v i r t u e r e w a r d e d , " s i m i l a r t o t h e way she l a t e r 

p e r m i t t e d A n t o i n e t t e de M i r e c o u r t t o s u r v i v e and t h r i v e d e s p i t e 

h e r m a r i t a l m i s a d v e n t u r e s . 

B u t i n A n t o i n e t t e de M i r e c O U r t ( 1 8 6 4 ) , u n s u b t l y s u b t i t l e d 

" S e c r e t M a r r y i n g and S e c r e t S o r r o w i n g , " L e p r o h o n ' s d i d a c t i c i s m 

g a i n e d t h e upper hand , j u s t as i t had i n " E v e l e e n O ' D o n e l l . " 

The l a t t e r , s e r i a l i z e d i n the B o s t o n P i l o t ( 1 8 5 9 ) 1 6 and d i r e c t e d 



towards A m e r i c a n r e a d e r s , i s a c l o y i n g l y s e n t i m e n t a l r e l i g i o u s 

romance, d o m i n a t e d by L e p r o h o n ' s Roman C a t h o l i c o u t l o o k . G e n e r a l l y 

C h r i s t i a n r a t h e r t han s p e c i f i c a l l y C a t h o l i c mora l i s m i n f o r m s 

A n t o i n e t t e , however . In t h i s n a r r a t i v e Mrs . Lep rohon n e v e r 

h e s i t a t e s t o i n t r u d e i n o r d e r t o u n d e r l i n e t he mora l s i g n i f i c a n c e 

o f A n t o i n e t t e ' s f a l l and r e d e m p t i o n . On h e r h e r o i n e ' s m i s e r y 

f o l l o w i n g h e r c l a n d e s t i n e m a r r i a g e t o A u d l e y S t e r n f i e l d , a " h a n d ­

some f a s c i n a t i n g demon, t he a u t h o r comments: 

The l e s s o n w o u l d be a p a i n f u l , t h o u g h , p e r h a p s , a u s e f u l 
one. She had e r r e d , b u t how speedy had been h e r 
r e t r i b u t i o n ; she had v i o l a t e d the d i c t a t e s o f c o n s c i e n c e 
and r e l i g i o n * ~ t r a m p l e d on a d a u g h t e r ' s most s a c r e d 
d u t i e s , and -what had i t b r o u g h t her?.. r T h a t w h i c h g u i l t 
and w r o n g - d o i n g w i l l e v e r b r i n g t o t ho se who a r e n o t 
u t t e r l y h a rdened i n e v i l , ~ remor se and w r e t c h e d n e s s J R 

A n t o i n e t t e ' s remor se and r e p e n t a n c e f o r t u n a t e l y p r o v e h e r s a l v a t i o n . 

A f t e r S t e r n f i e l d ' s dea th C o l o n e l E v e l y n can s t i l l l o v e and mar ry 

t he abused h e r o i n e b e c a u s e , as he t e l l s h e r , "As g o l d o u t o f the 

f u r n a c e , so have y o u come p u r i f i e d and p e r f e c t e d o u t o f y o u r f i e r y 
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t r i a l . " A f i n e c o u n t e r - e x a m p l e t o t h e o r i e s o f Canad ian v i c t i m -

hood , A n t o i n e t t e r e f u s e s the C l a r i s s a r o l e h e r community t r i e s t o 

t h r u s t upon h e r : 

D e s p i t e t he o p i n i o n s o f f r i e n d s and a c q u a i n t a n c e s , 
who had - o b l i g i n g l y d e c i d e d t h a t A n t o i n e t t e s h o u l d 
a t once e n t e r a c o n v e n t , o r r e t i r e t o V a l m o n t , t h e r e 
t o l i v e and d i e i n t he s t r i c t e s t s e c l u s i o n , she was 
p u b l i c l y u n i t e d a y e a r a f t e r t o C o l o n e l E v e l y n . I t 
i s h a r d t o say w h e t h e r s u r p r i s e o r i n d i g n a t i o n p r e ­
d o m i n a t e d . . . . 

• I t i s u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t L e p r o h o n ' s i r o n i c p e r c e p t i o n o f s o c i a l 

b e h a v i o u r , i n d i c a t e d i n t h e s e remarks c o n c e r n i n g t he f i n a l f a t e 



o f h e r h e r o i n e , u s u a l l y s u f f e r e d t he i m p o s i t i o n o f d i d a c t i c i s m . 

The p a t t e r n o f i r o n y undermined by m o r a l i z i n g w h i c h mars A n t o i n e t t e  

de M i r e c o u r t o c c u r s a l s o i n Armand Durand ( 1 8 6 8 ) . L e p r o h o n ' s 

o n l y v e n t u r e i n t o t h e l o w e r o r d e r s o f F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n l i f e , t h i s 

n o v e l c o n t a i n s some i n t e r e s t i n g , i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f r u r a l Quebec 

manners b u t ends up r e s e m b l i n g a c o m p l e x l y p l o t t e d temperance 

21 

t r a c t . In a s i m i l a r way " C l i v e W e s t o n ' s Wedding A n n i v e r s a r y , " 

a Canad ian v e r s i o n o f h e r e a r l i e r s t o r i e s o f B r i t i s h h i g h l i f e , 

commences as an i r o n i c s t u d y o f w e a l t h y E n g l i s h M o n t r e a l s o c i e t y 

o n l y t o t u r n i n t o a r a t h e r c o n v e n t i o n a l expose o f f r i v o l i t y 

and f l i r t a t i o n . 

Susanna Mood ie and Rosanna Leprohon used r o m a n t i c p l o t s , 

f o r m a l i z e d l anguage and p r e d i c t a b l e c h a r a c t e r s t o a d v o c a t e a 

c o n v e n t i o n a l m o r a l code r e l a t i n g t o a l l d i m e n s i o n s o f s o c i a l 

b e h a v i o u r . A number o f w r i t e r s n a r r o w e d t h e i r c o n c e r n w i t h 

r e a l l i f e t o s p e c i f i c a l l y r e l i g i o u s m a t t e r s . Long b e f o r e Ra l ph 

C o n n o r ' s b r a n d o f m u s c u l a r C h r i s t i a n i t y p o p u l a r i z e d g o d l i n e s s 
22 

a t the t u r n o f t he c e n t u r y , Canada f o s t e r e d a s u c c e s s i o n o f 

e v a n g e l i c a l n o v e l i s t s whose p i e t y f a r e x c e e d e d t h e i r l i t e r a r y 

a r t i s t r y . These r e l i g i o u s m o r a l i s t s used p o p u l a r n o v e l i s t i c forms 

t o p r o v i d e a t h i n s u g a r - c o a t i n g o f i m a g i n a t i o n f o r S u n d a y - s c h o o l 

dogma, f a i l i n g t o a c h i e v e a n y t h i n g r e m a r k a b l e i n terms o f s t y l e , 

p l o t , s e t t i n g o r c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n . 

Mary E. H e r b e r t ' s Woman as She S h o u l d Be: o r Agnes W i 1 t s h i r e 
23 

(1861) t y p i f i e s t h i s k i n d o f f i c t i o n . T h a t H e r b e r t ' s message 



i s more i m p o r t a n t than h e r medium i s i m m e d i a t e l y e v i d e n t i n h e r 

t i t l e , w h i c h i n v e r t s the u s u a l o r d e r o f t i t l e and s u b t i t l e , 

s u b o r d i n a t i n g t he main c h a r a c t e r t o t he m o r a l . H e r b e r t ' s a c c o u n t 

o f a v i r t u o u s Nova S c o t i a orphan who d e v o t e s h e r s e l f t o c h a r i t a b l e 

C h r i s t i a n w o r k s , s u r v i v e s a s h i p w r e c k on t h e c o a s t o f Newfound ­

l a n d and e v e n t u a l l y ends up h a p p i l y m a r r i e d t o t h e man she has 

r e f o r m e d , i s d e s i g n e d t o i n f o r m women how t o e x e r c i s e t h e i r s e x u a l 

and m a t e r n a l powers t o redeem the w o r l d . The a u t h o r p r o c l a i m s : 

Oh woman, woman, how p o t e n t i s t h y i n f l u e n c e , w h i c h 
t hou e x e r c i s e s t , i n t h y a p p a r e n t l y l i m i t e d s p h e r e , 
o v e r t h e human r a c e . Thy t e n d e r hand moulds the p l a s t i c 
m ind o f c h i l d h o o d ; t h y g e n t l e r e b u k e e c h e c k s t h e wayward 
i m p u l s e s o f t h e impetuous y o u t h ; t h y l o v i n g sympathy 
and v o i c e c o u n s e l , c h e e r , and s t i m u l a t e manhood; and 
t o t h e e age and i n f i r m i t y l o o k w i t h c o n f i d e n c e and 
d e l i g h t . . . .24 
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The key. t o t h i s power i s " h e a r t r e l i g i o n " - - n o t mere a t t e n d a n c e 

a t c h u r c h , b u t r e c o g n i t i o n o f " t h e n a t u r a l d e p r a v i t y o f the 

human h e a r t , and t he n e c e s s i t y o f t he mind b e i n g f u l l y r e n e w e d . " 

E s s e n t i a l l y an e v a n g e l i c a l t r a c t , H e r b e r t ' s book e x p l o i t s the 

c o n v e n t i o n s o f p o p u l a r f i c t i o n t o t e a c h h e r f e l l o w M a r i t i m e r s 

t r u e r e l i g i o n , t e m p e r a n c e , c h a r i t y and c l e a n l i v i n g . 

The M a r i t i m e s p r o v i d e d , a s e t t i n g f o r e v a n g e l i c a l f i c t i o n 

a g a i n i n M i r a m i c h i ( 1 8 6 5 ) , a t t r i b u t e d t o M r s . W i l l i a m T. Savage , 

w h i c h r e c o u n t s t he c o n v e r s i o n o f the backwoods o f New B r u n s w i c k 
27 

f r o m " a l a n d o f a l m o s t h e a t h e n i s h d a r k n e s s and v i c e " t o a s t a t e 

o f r e l i g i o u s e n l i g h t e n m e n t . T h r o u g h o u t t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

d i d a c t i c C h r i s t i a n f i c t i o n f l o u r i s h e d i n C e n t r a l Canada as w e l l 
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as i n t he M a r i t i m e s . R. L. R i c h a r d s o n w r o t e n o s t a l g i c a l l y o f the 

r e l i g i o u s l i f e o f S c o t t i s h i m m i g r a n t s i n O n t a r i o i n C o l i n o f the  

N i n t h C o n c e s s i o n ( 1 9 0 3 ) . Rev. W i l l i a m T. W i t h r o w , e d i t o r o f t he 

Canad i an M e t h o d i s t M a g a z i n e , employed t he f o r m o f the n o v e l t o 

r e l a t e t he h i s t o r y o f O n t a r i o Method i sm i n B a r b a r a Heck (1895) 

and t o u n i t e r e l i g i o u s and p a t r i o t i c f e e l i n g i n N e v i l l e T r u e m a n , 

The P i o n e e r P r e a c h e r ( 1 8 8 0 ) . Of e s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t a r e t h e a m b i t i o u s 

n o v e l s o f Agnes Mau le Macha r , who s p e n t most o f h e r l o n g l i f e 

i n K i n g s t o n . 

Macha r c o p i o u s l y c o n t r i b u t e d p r o s e , p o e t r y and f i c t i o n t o 

Canad i an p e r i o d i c a l s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e Canad ian M o n t h l y and The 

Week, under t he pseudonym " F i d e l i s . " Chosen b e c a u s e , i n h e r own 

w o r d s , " F a i t h f u l n e s s i s t he q u a l i t y I most v a l u e and c a r e most 
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t o p o s s e s s , " t h i s pen name i n d i c a t e s the mora l and r e l i g i o u s 

t e n o r o f h e r f i c t i o n . One o f M a c h a r ' s f i r s t n o v e l s , K a t i e J o h n -

s t o n e ' s C r o s s . A Canadi an T a l e ( 1 8 7 0 ) , w o n / f i r s t p r i z e i n a c o m p e t i t i o n 

s p o n s o r e d by t he T o r o n t o p u b l i s h e r s James Campbe l l and Son f o r 
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a " book b e s t s u i t e d t o the needs o f the Sunday S choo l l i b r a r y , " 

thus s e t t i n g t he t one t h a t was t o domina te h e r s u b s e q u e n t l i t e r a r y 

a c t i v i t y . S e t i n a f i c t i t i o u s O n t a r i o t own, t h i s s t o r y o f d o m e s t i c 

l i f e aims " c h i e f l y t o i l l u s t r a t e how g r e a t a b l e s s i n g may f l o w 

f r o m an a f f l i c t i o n , i f met and bo rne i n a s p i r i t o f f a i t h and 
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C h r i s t i a n c h e e r f u l n e s s . " In a d d i t i o n t o r e m o n s t r a t i n g a g a i n s t 

d r u n k e n n e s s , f r i v o l o u s n o v e l - r e a d i n g and S a b b a t h - b r e a k i n g , Machar 

p l e a d s w i t h h e r f e l l o w - C a n a d i a n s t o p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n 



r e f o r m i n g j u v e n i l e d e l i n q u e n t s : 

Pe rhaps e v e r y r e a d e r o f t h i s t a l e m i gh t be a b l e t o do 
s o m e t h i n g towards r e c l a i m i n g one s u c h ; and were e v e r y 
one t o t r y who c o u l d , i t w o u l d more advance t h e p r o s p e r i t y 
o f Canada than any deve l opment o f m e r e l y m a t e r i a l 
r e s o u r c e s . 3 1 

M a r j o r i e ' s Canad i an W i n t e r . A S t o r y o f the N o r t h e r n L i g h t s (1893) 

c o n t a i n s an even l e s s s u b t l e f u s i o n o f n a t i o n a l i s m and e v a n g e l i s m . 

M a r j o r i e , a young A m e r i c a n , spends a w i n t e r i n M o n t r e a l l e a r n i n g 

Canad i an h i s t o r y and C h r i s t i a n p u r i t y . D i r e c t e d towards j u v e n i l e 

r e a d e r s , t he book p r o v i d e s more i n s t r u c t i o n than amusement w i t h 

i t s t h i n l y d i s g u i s e d l e c t u r e s on the h e r o i s m o f F r ench Canada ' s 

p a s t and on t r u e C h r i s t i a n c o n d u c t . 

The woman who denounced The R i s e o f S i l a s Lapham as " v u l g a r 

and commonplace" and p r a i s e d The House o f Seven Gab l e s f o r i t s 
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d e p i c t i o n o f " t h e aw fu l m o r a l r e s u l t s o f s i n " t r i e d t o b r i n g t o 

Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e t h e g e n t e e l V i c t o r i a n r e f i n e m e n t and m o r a l i t y 

a d v o c a t e d by G o l d w i n S m i t h . Hence h e r e a r n e s t e f f o r t s t o p o r t r a y 

t h e R e a l i t y o f c o n t e m p o r a r y l i f e a r e t i n g e d w i t h h e r own n o t i o n s 

o f I d e a l i t y , P u r i t y , Human i ty and C h i v a l r y . C h r i s t i a n c h i v a l r y 

e s p e c i a l l y dom ina te s h e r o n l y n o v e l about modern i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y , 

R o l a n d Graeme: K n i g h t . A Nove l o f Our Time ( 1 8 9 2 ) . An i d e a l i s t i c 

C h r i s t i a n s o c i a l i s t , Graeme i s a manse-born Canad ian who t r i e s t o 

overcome l a b o u r u n r e s t i n an Amer i c an m i l l town by p r o m o t i n g 

b r o t h e r l y l o v e and c o o p e r a t i o n between l a b o u r and management. 

M a c h a r ' s c o n d e s c e n d i n g sympathy w i t h the w o r k i n g - c l a s s a l l o w e d 

h e r t o d e p i c t t he e v i l s o f i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n w i t h some sense o f 
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r e a l i s m , b u t h e r own g e n t e e l p o i n t o f v i ew p r e v e n t e d h e r f r om 

a d v o c a t i n g a n y t h i n g more r a d i c a l t han a f a i r y - t a l e f o rm o f b e n e v o l e n t 

c a p i t a l i s m . M o r e o v e r h e r c o n c e p t i o n o f t he n o v e l r e q u i r e d a r o m a n t i c 

p l o t s t r u c t u r e i n w h i c h t o d i s c u s s r e a l - l i f e i s s u e s . Hence the 

amorous e n t a n g l e m e n t s o f the u p p e r - c l a s s c h a r a c t e r s , i n c l u d i n g 

t h e m e l o d r a m a t i c r e t u r n o f a c a s t - o f f a l c o h o l i c w i f e , t a k e o v e r 

f r o m t h e b o o k ' s p h i l o s o p h i c a l c o n c e r n s . 

I t i s c e r t a i n l y no a c c i d e n t t h a t M a c h a r ' s o n l y n o v e l t o 

r e c o g n i z e s o c i a l e v i l i s s e t i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . He r f i c t i o n 

about Canad i an l i f e p r e s e n t s Canada as an a g r i c u l t u r a l A r c a d i a , 

i n w h i c h p r o p e r c o n d u c t , m o r a l i t y , temperance and g o d l i n e s s w i l l 

i n e v i t a b l y l e a d t o e conom ic p r o s p e r i t y and d o m e s t i c b l i s s . T h i s 

a t t i t u d e d o m i n a t e s " L o s t and Won" w h i c h was s e r i a l i z e d i n t h e 

Canad i an M o n t h l y i n 1875. Very l o o s e l y ba sed on Adam Bede, 

t h i s n o v e l r e c o u n t s how p o o r b u t h o n e s t A l a n Campbe l l f o r t u n a t e l y 

l o s e s t h e a f f e c t i o n s o f f r i v o l o u s , s p o i l e d L o t t i e Ward and w i n s 

t ho se o f s a i n t l y L e n o r e A r n o l d . The r i g h t n e s s o f C a m p b e l l ' s 

c o n d u c t becomes e v i d e n t when an a p p a r e n t l y u s e l e s s p i e c e o f 

p r o p e r t y i n h e r i t e d f r o m h i s f a t h e r t u r n s o u t t o c o n t a i n v a l u a b l e 

m i n e r a l s , and the u n d e s e r v i n g L o t t i e f i n d s h e r match i n an un savou ry 

w h e e l e r - d e a l e r a p p r o p r i a t e l y named S h a r p l y . 

S e v e r a l m i n o r n o v e l i s t s who s h a r e d M a c h a r ' s i n t e r e s t i n 

d e p i c t i n g and p r o m o t i n g d o m e s t i c f e l i c i t y and p r o s p e r i t y i n Canad i an 

s o c i e t y chose D i c ken s f o r theciir mode l . E b e n e z e r C lemo, who 



p u b l i s h e d two Canad i an n o v e l s under t he s l i g h t l y ambiguous 

pseudonym " M a p l e K n o t , " h i n t e d a t h i s d e b t t o D i c ken s when he 

i n c l u d e d i n The L i f e and A d v e n t u r e s o f S imon Seek (1858) a f a r m e r 

w i t h the h a b i t o f f a l l i n g a s l e e p who " h a d been surnamed J o e , by 
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some wags . . . a f t e r t he w o r l d - f a m e d Joe t he f a t b o y . " T h i s 

book b e g i n s i n D i c k e n s ' s London and f o l l o w s a c o l l e c t i o n o f 

i m p o v e r i s h e d w o r k i n g - c l a s s c h a r a c t e r s t o Canada, where t he l a n d 

o f m i l k and honey t u r n s o u t t o be t h e r e s o r t o f p o v e r t y , unemp loy ­

ment , and u n s c r u p u l o u s l a n d a g e n t s . A l t h o u g h the n o v e l i s ma r r ed 

by a hodge-podge p l o t w h i c h c a r r i e s D i c k e n s ' s use o f c o i n c i d e n c e 

t o new h e i g h t s o f i m p r o b a b i l i t y , C l e m o ' s a d a p t a t i o n o f h i s m e n t o r 1 

s t y l e and v a l u e s r e s u l t s i n s e v e r a l w e l l - w r i t t e n d o m e s t i c s cenes 

and w i t t y s q u i b s on Canad i an p o l i t i c s . T h a t s a t i r e r a t h e r than 

f i c t i o n was C l e m o ' s r e a l t a l e n t becomes e v i d e n t when h i s i n a b i l i t y 

t o c o n s t r u c t a p l o t i s c o n t r a s t e d w i t h h i s a b i l i t y t o s c a t h i n g l y 

d e s c r i b e t he D o u b l e - M a j o r i t y q u e s t i o n , w h i c h o c c u p i e d the Canad i an 

House o f A s semb ly i n the 1 8 5 0 ' s , as 

a k i n d o f d o u b l e compound c o m p l i c a t i o n o f complex 
i n c o m p r e h e n s i b i l i t i e s , t he o n l y o b j e c t o f w h i c h appea red 
t o be t o g e t up a s o r t o f p o l i t i c a l q u a d r i l l e on t h e 
f l o o r o f t he House , between t h e i n s and t he o u t s , by 
v i r t u e o f w h i c h t h e y w o u l d be c h a n g i n g p l a c e s and 
d a n c i n g f r o m one s i d e o f t h e House t o t h e o t h e r e v e r y 
h o u r o r s o , t o t he theme o f Upper and Lower N o n - C o n f i d e n 
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W i t h t h e encouragement o f John L o v e l l , Clemo p r o d u c e d a s e cond 

n o v e l - - C a n a d i a n Homes; o r . The M y s t e r y S o l v e d . A C h r i s t m a s T a l e 

( 1 8 5 8 ) . In h i s p r e f a c e he announced t h a t h i s pu rpo se was t o 



p ropo se a s o l u t i o n t o C a n a d a ' s e conom ic i l l s , u s i n g a more p o p u l a r 

and r e a d a b l e l i t e r a r y f o r m than t he newspaper : 

I t has been [ t h e a u t h o r ' s ] e n d e a v o u r t o p roduce a t a l e 
o f Canad i an l i f e t h a t m i gh t b e g u i l e a w i n t e r ' s e v e n i n g , 
and t h a t m i g h t be r e a d , w i t h o u t f e a r o f v e r y s e r i o u s 
c o n s e q u e n c e s , by even t h e most u n - m a t t e r - o f - f a c t and 
r o m a n t i c ; b u t a t the same t i m e , t h r o u g h t he medium 
o f t h e s cene s and c h a r a c t e r s i n t r o d u c e d , t o e f f e c t as 
f a r as c o n s i s t e n t and c o n v e n i e n t i n a work o f f i c t i o n , 
t he o t h e r and more i m p o r t a n t o b j e c t . 3 6 

The " m y s t e r y " o f t h e t i t l e was why t h e r e s h o u l d be unemployment 

and p o v e r t y i n a l a n d o f p l e n t y , and t h e answer i n v o l v e d p r o t e c t i o n 

o f Canad i an m a n u f a c t u r i n g . Because C l e m o ' s pu rpo se was p o l e m i c a l 

r a t h e r than l i t e r a r y , h i s e f f e c t i v e d e s c r i p t i o n s o f h i s c h a r a c t e r s ' 

d i s t r e s s e s a r e c o n t i n u a l l y i n t e r r u p t e d by p o l i t i c a l t h e o r i z i n g , 

r e s u l t i n g i n an unhappy m a r r i a g e o f D i c k e n s i a n d e s c r i p t i v e r e a l i s m 

w i t h i n t r u s i v e argument. 

W h i l e Clemo l e a r n e d f r o m D i c ken s how t o w r i t e abou t w o r k i n g -

c l a s s l i f e i n o r d e r t o i l l u s t r a t e h i s e conomic t h e o r i e s , a w r i t e r 

who used t h e pseudonym " G r o d e n k " c o n s t r u c t e d a Canad i an n o v e l 

composed e n t i r e l y o f t i d b i t s o f D i c k e n s i a n a . " G r o d e n k " ' s avowed 

pu rpo se was t o amuse and i n s t r u c t , w h i l e t e l l i n g a s t o r y o f " C a n ­

a d i a n e v e r y day l i f e " w h i c h was " t r u e t o t he l e t t e r , " and w o u l d 

a s s i s t i n b u i l d i n g up " a l i t e r a t u r e o f o u r own, more h e a l t h y 

i n i t s t o n e and l e s s i n j u r i o u s t o the young r e a d e r s o f o u r c o u n t r y 

t han t he g r e a t b u l k o f t h e n o v e l s a n n u a l l y i m p o r t e d f r o m o t h e r 

37 38 
l a n d s . " To i l l u s t r a t e "how w o n d e r f u l l y P r o v i d e n c e w o r k s " 

i n r e w a r d i n g the good, p u n i s h i n g the bad and r e u n i t i n g l o n g - l o s t 
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r e l a t i v e s , " G r o d e n k " c r e a t e d a Canad ian h e r o ba sed on Dav i d 

C o p p e r f i e l d and N i c h o l a s N i c k l e b y . A f t e r a r u r a l O n t a r i o c h i l d ­

hood n e a r l y i d e n t i c a l t o C o p p e r f i e l d ' s , H a r r y Hardy runs away t o 

New York where he i s b e f r i e n d e d by Ga she r , a s t r e e t u r c h i n s t r a i g h t 

o u t o f O l i v e r T w i s t . Good deeds e a r n the two y o u t h s p o s i t i o n s 

w i t h t h e f i r m o f Jamby and Jubb ( m o d e l l e d on the b r o t h e r s C h e e r y b l e ) , 

who e v e n t u a l l y s end them t o T o r o n t o . Here t h e i r f i n a n c i a l and 

amorous f l u c t u a t i o n s a r e p u n c t u a t e d a l t e r n a t e l y by e p i s o d e s o f 

P i c k w i c k i a n humour and s e n t i m e n t a l b a t h o s , c u l m i n a t i n g i n G a s h e r ' s 

dea thbed r e u n i o n w i t h h i s l o n g - l o s t , much abused m o t h e r , and 

H a r d y ' s b l i s s f u l m a r r i a g e a f t e r r e c o v e r i n g h i s p r o p e r t y f r o m h i s 

v i l l a i n o u s s t e p f a t h e r . Nowhere s t r i k i n g i n i t s o r i g i n a l i t y , 

" G r o d e n k " ' s book i s b e s t where i t most c l o s e l y r e s emb le s D i c k e n s , 

a l t h o u g h i t c o n t a i n s none o f D i c k e n s ' s d i s t i n c t i v e v i t a l i t y . 

A l o n g w i t h D i c k e n s i a n humour, s e n t i m e n t a l i t y , c h a r a c t e r s and 

s i t u a t i o n s , i t t r a n s f e r s t o Canada t h e V i c t o r i a n v a l u e s o f m i d d l e -

c l a s s m o r a l i t y and d o m e s t i c f e l i c i t y w h i c h p a r t i c u l a r l y d i s t i n g u i s h 

D i c k e n s ' s e a r l y n o v e l s . 

S i m i l a r v a l u e s imbue a more modest w o r k , Mr s . D o b b i n ' s 

a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l Thos . ( 1 8 7 8 ) , whose c h i e f l i t e r a r y i n t e r e s t 

l i e s i n i t s d e s c r i p t i o n o f upper m i d d l e - c l a s s M o n t r e a l l i f e . 

Thos . r e p r e s e n t s most Canad ian V i c t o r i a n f i c t i o n p u r p o r t i n g t o 

d e p i c t r e a l l i f e i n t h a t i t e x a l t s h a p p i n e s s above f i n a n c i a l 

p r o s p e r i t y , w h i l e a t the same t i m e i t s p l o t c u l m i n a t e s w i t h the 

v i r t u o u s r e c e i v i n g t he r ewa rd o f d e s e r v e d w e a l t h . The n o v e l s o f 
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d o m e s t i c m o r a l i s t s l i k e Mrs . D o b b i n , h i g h l i f e s e n t i m e n t a l i s t s 

l i k e Susanna Moodie and Rosanna L e p r o h o n , r e l i g i o u s e v a n g e l i s t s 

l i k e Agnes Mau le Machar and Mary H e r b e r t , and i m i t a t o r s o f D i c ken s 

l i k e Ebeneze r Clemo and " G r o d e n k " a l l c e n t r e i n t he c e l e b r a t i o n 

o f " d u l c e domum," i d e n t i f y i n g t h e home and t he f a m i l y as t h e 

l o c u s o f s o c i a l and p e r s o n a l m o r a l i t y and h a p p i n e s s . In t h i s 

f i c t i o n p u r p o r t i n g t o d e p i c t e v e r y d a y l i f e , d o m e s t i c f e l i c i t y 

and p r o s p e r i t y a r e bo th t he cause and r e s u l t o f p r o p e r c o n d u c t 

and g o d l i n e s s . T h i s same theme o f the s a n c t i t y o f the home and 

f a m i l y was a p p r o a c h e d f r om a d i f f e r e n t a n g l e by s e v e r a l o t h e r 

Canad ian w r i t e r s who used f i c t i o n a l forms as t he f ramework f o r 

p r a g m a t i c i n f o r m a t i o n about l i f e i n t h e New W o r l d . W h i l e Susanna 

M o o d i e 1 s g e n t e e l n o v e l s may be seen as manuals f o r mo ra l s u r v i v a l 

i n a comp lex s o c i a l e n v i r o n m e n t , h e r s i s t e r ' s The Canad ian Crusoes 

(1850) was d e f i n i t e l y d e s i g n e d as a manual f o r p h y s i c a l s u r v i v a l 

i n t h e e q u a l l y t h r e a t e n i n g w i l d e r n e s s o f t h e Canad i an backwoods. 

I n t e n d e d f o r j u v e n i l e r e a d e r s , C a t h a r i n e P a r r T r a i l l ' s 

a c c o u n t o f t he s u r v i v a l o f t h r e e Canad i an c h i l d r e n l o s t i n the 

f o r e s t i s r e a l i s t i c o n l y i n i t s f a c t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n . I n d e e d , 

t he f o r m and c o n t e n t o f t h i s n o v e l e n c a p s u l a t e t he p rob lems e n c o u n t e r ­

ed by w r i t e r s who a t t e m p t e d t o t r a n s f e r a s o p h i s t i c a t e d l i t e r a r y 

gen re t o Canad i an s o i l i n the m i d d l e o f t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

The s t r u c t u r e o f t he s t o r y i s u t t e r l y r o m a n t i c : t h r e e young 

c o u s i n s - - one F r e n c h , t he o t h e r two h a l f - S c o t t i s h and h a l f -

F r e n c h - - a i d e d by an I n d i a n g i r l , c r e a t e t h e i r own l i t t l e d o m e s t i c 
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p a r a d i s e when t h e y l o s e t h e i r way i n the p r i m e v a l f o r e s t n e a r 

R i c e Lake . R e l y i n g s o l e l y on t h e i r w i t s , t h e y a p p l y t h e i r know­

l e d g e o f t he n a t u r a l w o r l d t o t h e i r own d i l emma. F o r two y e a r s 

t h e y e n j o y a co zy r e t r e a t f r o m the w o r l d o f t h e i r p a r e n t s , i n t e r r u p t e d 

o n l y by h o s t i l e I n d i a n s whose e f f o r t s t o c a p t u r e t h e c h i l d r e n 

a r e u l t i m a t e l y f o i l e d . T r a i l l ' s w r i t i n g d r i p s w i t h C h r i s t i a n 

s e n t i m e n t a l i t y as she d e s c r i b e s how a c o m b i n a t i o n o f r a t i o n a l 

b e h a v i o u r and d i v i n e b e n e f i c e n c e t r i u m p h o v e r a d v e r s i t y , p r o v i n g 

t h a t o n l y f a i t h , w i l l and judgment a r e r e q u i r e d t o tame t h e 

Canad i an w i l d e r n e s s . T h i s r o m a n t i c p l o t p r o v i d e s a s k e l e t o n w h i c h 

T r a i l l f l e s h e s ou t w i t h e n c y c l o p a e d i c n a t u r e l o r e , d i d a c t i c 

m o r a l i z i n g on p r o p e r j u v e n i l e b e h a v i o u r , and C h r i s t i a n p r o s e l y t i z i n g 

as t he w h i t e c h i l d r e n c o n v e r t t h e i r I n d i a n f r i e n d . Once b a p t i s e d , 

I n d i a n a becomes a s u i t a b l e mate f o r one o f h e r w h i t e , C h r i s t i a n 

p l a y m a t e s , as T r a i l l rounds o f f t h e romance w i t h a doub l e m a r r i a g e 

a p p r o p r i a t e l y u n i t i n g Canada ' s B r i t i s h , F rench and I n d i a n h e r i t a g e s . 

T h i s n o v e l ' s r e l a t i o n t o t he r e a l w o r l d o f f r o n t i e r Canad ian l i f e 

o c c u r s n o t i n i t s i d e a l i z e d c h a r a c t e r s o r the l i k e l i h o o d o f i t s 

p l o t , b u t i n i t s p r e s e n t a t i o n o f v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n r e g a r d i n g 

s u r v i v a l i n the w i l d e r n e s s . 

A s i m i l a r s t r u c t u r e appear s i n the f i r s t n o v e l o f t he Canad ian 

West - - A l e x a n d e r B e g g ' s D o t - I t - D o w n ; A S t o r y o f L i f e i n the 

39 

N o r t h - W e s t ( 1 871 ) . Here t h e a u t h o r ' s chosen f o rm p r o ve s p a r t i c u l a r l y 

i n a p p r o p r i a t e f o r h i s m a t e r i a l s i n c e h i s t a n g l e d r o m a n t i c p l o t 

- - w h i c h i n c l u d e s a dea thbed m a r r i a g e - - d i s t r a c t s f r om h i s 
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r e a l i s t i c d e s c r i p t i o n s o f the Red R i v e r a r e a and h i s c o g e n t 

comments on f r o n t i e r s o c i e t y . B e g g ' s main i n t e r e s t l a y i n d e - . 

t a i l i n g N o r t h w e s t l i f e , d e f e n d i n g the Hud son ' s Bay Company, and 

p r o v i n g t h a t the Wes te rn t e r r i t o r y was s u i t a b l e f o r s e t t l e m e n t . 

To d e m o n s t r a t e t h a t t he r e g i o n c o n t a i n e d l i t e r a r y as w e l l as 

a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o m i s e , he a t t e m p t e d t o document i t i n t he s o p h i s t i c a t e d 

f o r m o f the r o m a n t i c n o v e l . P r e sumab l y Begg s e n s e d h i s f a i l u r e 

t o e n c l o s e h i s m a t e r i a l i n h i s chosen f o r m , s i n c e he s upp l emen ted 

h i s n a r r a t i v e w i t h an " E m i g r a n t ' s Gu ide t o M a n i t o b a . " A l t h o u g h 

Do t - I t - Down p u r p o r t s t o d e s c r i b e the a c t i v i t i e s o f a f a m i l y o f ' 

e m i g r a n t s , t he c h a r a c t e r s t h e m s e l v e s become so bogged down i n 

r o m a n t i c c o n v e n t i o n s t h a t Begg r e q u i r e d t h i s a p p e n d i x t o c l a r i f y 

t h e i m p o r t o f h i s book. 

In the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , the m a j o r i t y o f Canad ian n o v e l i s t s 

a pp roached t he r e l a t i o n between r e a l l i f e and l i t e r a t u r e f r o m a 

d i d a c t i c p o i n t o f v i e w , u s i n g r o m a n t i c a l l y s t r u c t u r e d f i c t i o n t o 

convey s o c i a l , m o r a l , and r e l i g i o u s messages , o r p r a c t i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n . 

T h e i r pu rpo se was t o b o l s t e r c o n v e n t i o n a l s t a n d a r d s o f m o r a l i t y 

and c o n d u c t , t o c r e a t e a Canada composed o f l i t t l e e n c l a v e s o f 

d o m e s t i c b l i s s , h a r m o n i o u s l y i n t e r a c t i n g a c c o r d i n g t o C h r i s t i a n 

p r i n c i p l e s . T h i s norm o f m i d d l e - c l a s s comp lacency was o c c a s i o n a l l y 

r e l i e v e d by t h e e f f o r t s o f w r i t e r s who c o n s i d e r e d the n o v e l a 

gen re u s e f u l f o r c r i t i c i z i n g , n o t r e i n f o r c i n g , s o c i a l c o n v e n t i o n . 

One o f t he e a r l i e s t such works was B e l i n d a : o r , The R i v a l s , 
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w r i t t e n by Abraham S. Holmes i n s o u t h e r n O n t a r i o i n 1843. H o l m e s ' s 

two modern a d v o c a t e s , C a r l F. K l i n c k and M a r i l y n I. D a v i s , r e a d 

t h e book as " a competen t s p o o f o f the s e n t i m e n t a l s e d u c t i o n 

40 

t a l e w h i c h i n v e r t s t h e u s ua l s t r u c t u r e o f t h e genre by p r e s e n t i n g 

a l i v e l y Canad i an c o q u e t t e who assumes v a r i o u s g e n t e e l and r e l i g i o u s 

g u i s e s t o seduce a s e r i e s o f v u l n e r a b l e men. S i m i l a r t o t he 

way James De M i l l e was t o use t he f o r m o f t he a d v e n t u r e n o v e l t o 

r i d i c u l e e x t r a v a g a n t r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n , Holmes used the f o r m o f 

t h e s e n t i m e n t a l n o v e l t o unmask t h e h y p o c r i s y w h i c h f r e q u e n t l y 

u n d e r l a y m o r a l i s t i c t a l e s o f s e d u c t i o n and b e t r a y a l . To s e t up 

h i s romance, Holmes s u p e r i m p o s e d h i g h l i f e c o n v e n t i o n s on the 

Canad i an l a n d s c a p e : 

E ve r y body knows t h a t t h e r e i s n o t i n a l l t h e s e p r o v i n c e s 
an e d i f i c e w h i c h m i g h t p r o p e r l y be c a l l e d a r c a s t l e . 
Bu t as s t r i c t p r o p r i e t y o f l anguage i s n o t a lway s 
c o n s u l t e d , t h i n g s o f t e n t a k e names t o w h i c h t hey a r e 
n o t e n t i t l e d . Thus , t he house o f B e l i n d a ' s u n c l e , 
f r o m i t s i m p o s i n g s t r u c t u r e and a n t i q u e a p p e a r a n c e , 
was c a l l e d THE CASTLE; and h e , pe rhaps f r o m h i s manners 
and d i m e n s i o n s , t h e o l d Bu r ghe r . 41 

In B e l i n d a , p e o p l e as w e l l as b u i l d i n g s " o f t e n t a k e names t o 

w h i c h t h e y a r e n o t e n t i t l e d , " as Holmes and h i s h e r o i n e bo th 

a p p r o p r i a t e t he s t y l i z e d l anguage and c o n v e n t i o n s o f s e n t i m e n t a l 

f i c t i o n t o t h e i r own ends : Holmes " t o punch a few e a r t h y h o l e s 

42 

i n a h i g h l y a r t i f i c i a l l i t e r a r y t r a d i t i o n , " B e l i n d a t o e x p l o i t 

t he a f f e c t i o n s o f h e r e a s i l y b l i n d e d l o v e r s f o r h e r own g r a t i f i c a t i o n . 

As C a r l K l i n c k has o b s e r v e d , H o l m e s ' s c o n s t a n t p r o t e s t a t i o n s o f 

t r u t h p l a y w i t h h i s r e a d e r s i n t h e same manner as B e l i n d a p l a y s 
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w i t h h e r l o v e r s : " C o q u e t r y becomes i n Ho lmes ' hands a l i t e r a r y 

mode, g o v e r n i n g t he g e n e r a l p l a n and e v e r y p a r a g r a p h o f t h e 

43 
book, j u s t as B e l i n d a , w i t h i n t he scheme, governs h e r s u i t o r s . " 

W h i l e Holmes o b v i o u s l y d i s a p p r o v e s o f B e l i n d a ' s p e r v e r s i o n 

o f l o v e and r e l i g i o n , he se l dom r e l a x e s h i s a tmosphere o f w i t t y 

a m b i g u i t y . Even when he k i l l s o f f h i s h e r o i n e , a f t e r she p r e s e n t s 

h e r husband w i t h a f i n e son j u s t s i x weeks a f t e r h e r m a r r i a g e , 

Holmes c r e a t e s a dea thbed s cene r e f r e s h i n g i n i t s i r r e v e r e n c e . 

B e l i n d a ' s s h o r t - l i v e d c o n t r i t i o n q u i c k l y d i s s o l v e s i n t o a s s u r a n c e , 

and a f t e r a l i f e o f d i s s i m u l a t i o n she d i e s w i t h " a c o n f i d e n t e x p e c t ­

a t i o n o f b e i n g we lcomed t o t he rea lms o f b l i s s i m m e d i a t e l y upon 

44 
h e r d i s s o l u t i o n . " F o r g i v e n by h e r f a m i l y , the p rom i s cuou s f r o n t i e r 

b e l l e r e c e i v e s t he t r i b u t e o f h e r community " a s i f some p a t r i o t 

45 

h e r o , t he p i l l a r and s u p p o r t o f h i s commun i ty , had f a l l e n . " 

A l t h o u g h H o l m e s ' s l anguage rema in s u n i m p e a c h a b l e , he w r i t e s 

abou t s e x u a l i t y w i t h an a i r o f coy f r a n k n e s s w h i c h l e a v e s no 

doub t r e g a r d i n g t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f an e n e r g e t i c young l a d y who i s 
46 

" a s i n t i m a t e as Antony and C l e o p a t r a " w i t h h e r v a r i o u s l o v e r s . 
H o l m e s ' s avowed i n t e n t i o n " t o g i v e e v e r y dog h i s due t o t e l l 

47 
wha t c e r t a i n c h a r a c t e r s a c t u a l l y w e r e " h i n t s t h a t t h i s f r a n k n e s s 

was i n s p i r e d by a c t u a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , and the s i n g l e s u r v i v i n g 

copy o f t h e o r i g i n a l e d i t i o n o f the book a t one t i m e c o n t a i n e d 

48 

a h a n d w r i t t e n n o t e i d e n t i f y i n g t he main c h a r a c t e r s . H o l m e s ' s 

modern c r i t i c s s p e c u l a t e t h a t the book n e a r l y d i s a p p e a r e d becau se 

t h e a u t h o r ' s community r e c o g n i z e d i t s e l f , and a t t e m p t e d t o o b l i t e r a t e 
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t h i s l e s s than c o m p l i m e n t a r y p o r t r a i t o f s o c i a l manners i n " t h e 

49 

c o u n t y o f K e n t , i n C a n a d a . " 

I f t he Canad i an M o n t h l y ' s r e v i e w o f M r s . H u d d l e s t o n ' s B1ue- 

b e l 1 (1875) may be t a k e n as a r e l i a b l e i n d i c a t i o n , Canad i an r e a d e r s 

r i g h t e o u s l y condemned f i c t i o n p o r t r a y i n g f l i r t a t i o u s Canad i an 

women who i n any way r e s e m b l e d H o l m e s ' s i r r e v e r e n t h e r o i n e . 

U n l i k e B e l i n d a , B l u e b e l 1 i s l e s s a s o c i a l s a t i r e t han a r u n - o f -

t h e - m i l l s o c i e t y n o v e l , b u t i t s d e p i c t i o n o f l i v e l y , c o q u e t t i s h 

Canad i an maidens c o n s t i t u t e d , i n the words o f the M o n t h l y , " a 

g r o s s i n j u s t i c e . . . t o Canad i an g i r l h o o d , " m a l i g n i n g " t h e p u r i t y 
50 

o f o u r d o m e s t i c l i f e , and t h e f a i r fame o f o u r coun t r ywomen. " 

Ephemera l s o c i e t y romances l i k e B l u e b e l l and A n n i e S a v i g n y ' s 

A Romance o f T o r o n t o (1888) were a t t a c k e d a l s o by Ka te M. B a r r y 

( " V e r a " ) i n h e r p r e f a c e t o h e r own c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t he g e n r e , 

Honor EdgewOrth ; o r , O t t a w a ' s P r e s e n t Tense ( 1 8 8 2 ) . The pu rpo se 

o f M i s s B a r r y ' s m o r a l i s t i c book was t o " a p p e a l t o t he minds 

and h e a r t s o f t h o s e women who a r e s a t i s f i e d t o rema in s l a v e s 

t o t he e x a c t i o n s o f an u n s c r u p u l o u s s o c i e t y , a t t he s a c r i f i c e 
51 

o f t h e i r most womanly i m p u l s e s , and t h e i r n o b l e s t e n e r g i e s . 

P r e s umab l y t h e p r o p e r M i s s B a r r y w o u l d have s u p p o r t e d t he 

W i n n i p e g matron i n " Z e r o " ' s One M i s t a k e ( 1 8 8 6 ) , who p r u d i s h l y 
52 

i n f o r m e d t he h e r o i n e t h a t "We d o n ' t use ' l e g ' i n C a n a d a . " 

So l o n g as t h e i r r e a d i n g r e s p e c t e d the s a n c t i t y o f Canad ian 

womanhood and r e f r a i n e d f r o m s e x u a l i m p r o p r i e t y , V i c t o r i a n Canad ian s 

were p r e p a r e d t o e n j o y f i c t i o n c o n t a i n i n g modera te amounts o f 



p o l i t i c a l , e conom ic and r e l i g i o u s s a t i r e . S i r P e t e r P e t t y s h a m 

( 1 8 8 2 ) , " a s a t i r i c a l s t o r y o f Canad ian l i f e marked by c o n s i d e r -

53 

a b l e a b i l i t y , " a c c o r d i n g t o t he Domin ion Annua l R e g i s t e r , 

t a c k l e d n e a r l y e v e r y a s p e c t o f Canad ian l i f e e x c e p t s e x u a l i t y . 

I t s anonymous a u t h o r d e m o n s t r a t e d h i s r e s p e c t f o r i d e a l i z e d 

d o m e s t i c i t y by e n c l o s i n g h i s d i r e c t a t t a c k s on M o n t r e a l ' s r e l i g i o u s 

s e c t a r i a n i s m and S c o t s - d o m i n a t e d economic community i n a s t a n d a r d 

l o v e s t o r y , f o r w h i c h he d ropped h i s s a t i r i c s t a n c e . 

B e l i n d a , S i r P e t e r P e t t y s h a m and the f i c t i o n o f H a l i b u r t o n 

employed a c om i c s a t i r i c mode o f e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y d e r i v a t i o n 

t o c r i t i c i z e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an s o c i a l a t t i t u d e s and 

p r a c t i c e s . S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan ' s w i t t y a d a p t a t i o n s o f H o w e l l s i a n 

r e a l i s m t o d e l i n e a t e s o c i a l manners a l s o d e r i v e d t o some e x t e n t 
54 

f r o m an e a r l i e r f o r m - - t he s o c i a l comedy o f Jane A u s t e n . 

Ve ry few w r i t e r s a t t e m p t e d t o t r a n s f e r t o Canada the f o r m and 

c o n c e r n s o f t he m i d - and l a t e - V i c t o r i a n n o v e l , whose s h e e r m a s s i v e -

ness r e c o n s t r u c t e d a s o l i d s o c i a l o r d e r w i t h i n w h i c h the i n d i v i d u a l 

t r i e d t o a s s e r t and d i s c o v e r h i s own i d e n t i t y , and whose c h a l l e n g e 

t o s o c i e t y i n c l u d e d t h e l i t e r a r y e x p r e s s i o n o f s e x u a l r e a l i t y . 

S e x u a l decorum r a t h e r t han s e x u a l r e a l i s m c h a r a c t e r i s e d Canad i an 

f i c t i o n u n t i l w e l l i n t o the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , a l t h o u g h s e v e r a l 

w r i t e r s d i d t r y t o b reak w i t h C a n a d a ' s r o m a n t i c t r a d i t i o n w h i c h 

r e l e g a t e d s e x u a l i r r e g u l a r i t y t o t h e a n c i e n r e g i m e , and p e r m i t t e d 

no more than d i s c r e e t h i n t s a t s e x u a l misdemeanors i n c on tempo ra r y 

Canad i an l i f e . Abraham H o l m e s ' s d a r i n g a c c o u n t o f p r e - and 
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e x t r a - m a r i t a l s e x u a l a c t i v i t y i n Canada West i n the 1 8 4 0 ' s e n j o y e d 

no o b v i o u s s u c c e s s o r u n t i l 1890, when Thomas S t i n s o n J a r v i s ' s 

G e o f f r e y Hampstead s t a r t l e d T o r o n t o . 

G e o f f r e y Hampstead, l i k e C h a r l e s G. D. R o b e r t s ' s The H e a r t  

T h a t Knows ( 1 9 0 6 ) , e x h i b i t s a c o n f l i c t between r e a l i s t i c c o n t e n t 

and r o m a n t i c f o r m . J a r v i s ' s d e s c r i p t i o n o f the l e v e l s and nuances 

o f upper m i d d l e - c l a s s T o r o n t o s o c i e t y e f f e c t i v e l y documents 

bo th t h e p e t t y s nobbe r y o f t he o l d f a m i l i e s who d i s c r i m i n a t e a g a i n s t 

t he nouveau r i c h e L i n t o n s , and t he f a i l u r e o f the L i n t o n s t h e m ­

s e l v e s t o l i v e up t o t h e i r mora l and f a m i l i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 

W h i l e Mr. L i n t o n s p o i l s h i s c h i l d i n t h e hope t h a t s h e ' l l mar ry 

a " d o o k , " and M r s . L i n t o n spends h e r t i m e and money on c h a r i t i e s 

f o r f a l l e n women, t h e i r b e a u t i f u l d a u g h t e r N i n a q u i e t l y goes h e r 

own way, f a l l s under t he s p e l l o f G e o f f r e y Hampstead, and m e l o ­

d r a m a t i c a l l y d i e s i n a s h i p w r e c k , p r e g n a n t and u n m a r r i e d . The 

n o v e l c e n t r e s on t he d i s r u p t i o n s t o u n r o m a n t i c T o r o n t o s o c i e t y 

cau sed by t h e e n t r a n c e o f Hampstead, a s p e c t a c u l a r l y handsome 

o u t s i d e r . To s t u d y t h e e f f e c t o f an amora l c h a r a c t e r on a v e r y 

mora l s o c i a l o r d e r , J a r v i s f ound i t n e c e s s a r y t o g i v e Hampstead 

an i n o r d i n a t e l y r o m a n t i c p a s t t o a c c o u n t f o r h i s l a c k o f mo ra l 

s e n s e . H a l f - E n g l i s h , Hampstead t u r n s ou t t o be a l s o h a l f - T a r t a r , 

de s cended on h i s m o t h e r ' s s i d e f r o m p r i m i t i v e , t h i e v i n g t r i b e s m e n 

whose con tempt f o r w e s t e r n c i v i l i z a t i o n b o t h f a s c i n a t e s and 

d i s g u s t s Hampstead when he t r a v e l s t o R u s s i a t o d i s c o v e r h i s 

r o o t s . D e s p i t e h i s t h o r o u g h l y g e n t l e m a n l y e x t e r i o r , Hampstead 



l i v e s o u t h i s h e r i t a g e when he seduces N i n a , embezz l e s f r om the 

bank where he w o r k s , i n a d v e r t e n t l y causes N i n a ' s d e a t h , n e a r l y 

d e s t r o y s h i s b e s t f r i e n d , and e v e n t u a l l y d i e s t r y i n g t o swim the 

N i a g a r a w h i r l p o o l . The r o m a n t i c m a c h i n e r y w h i c h a c c o u n t s f o r mos t , 

o f t h e f l a w s i n t h i s n e v e r t h e l e s s f a s c i n a t i n g n o v e l i n c l u d e s n o t 

j u s t Hamps tead ' s m a t e r n a l a n c e s t r y , b u t a l s o the complex p l o t 

s t r u c t u r e , w h i c h i n t he l a s t hund red pages t r a n s f o r m s t he book 

f r o m a s e r i o u s s t u d y o f c h a r a c t e r and s o c i e t y t o a s e n s a t i o n a l 

d e t e c t i v e n o v e l . 

C h a r l e s G. D. R o b e r t s ' s The H e a r t Tha t Knows (1906) s i m i l a r l y 

r e v e a l s t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s e x p e r i e n c e d by Canad ian n o v e l i s t s i n 

t r a n s f e r r i n g t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e f r o m romance t o r e a l i s m . As a 

s t u d y i n s o c i a l r e a l i s m , the book e f f e c t i v e l y p o r t r a y s the v a r i o u s 

a t t i t u d e s e x p r e s s e d by members o f a s m a l l New B r u n s w i c k community 

towards a g i r l who b e a r s a c h i l d o u t o f w e d l o c k . As a n o v e l , 

however , i t depends upon a h i g h l y u n r e a l i s t i c p l o t . Very much a 

Canad i an Tess i n h e r c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h s o c i a l c o n v e n t i o n , L u e l l a 

Warden ' s d i f f i c u l t i e s a r e compounded by a j e a l o u s r i v a l and a 

f o r g e d l e t t e r w h i c h by c ompa r i s on make t he a c c i d e n t a l l o s s o f 

T e s s ' s c r u c i a l l e t t e r t o Ange l a v e r y m i n o r l i b e r t y on H a r d y ' s 

p a r t . R o b e r t s ' s r e f u s a l t o s u b s c r i b e t o H a r d y ' s t r a g i c v i s i o n 

l e a d s h im i n t o even g r e a t e r i m p r o b a b i l i t i e s , s i n c e h i s c o n g e n i a l 

r e s o l u t i o n depends upon t he r o m a n t i c c o n v e n t i o n t h a t unknown 

p a r e n t s and c h i l d r e n do i n t u i t i v e l y r e c o g n i z e one a n o t h e r . He 

f o r c e s h i s n o v e l towards a happy e n d i n g by h a v i n g L u e l l a ' s son 
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and h i s f a t h e r m e l o d r a m a t i c a l l y save each o t h e r ' s l i v e s i n the 

f a r E a s t , l e a d i n g t o a c h e e r f u l r e u n i o n o f t he b e l e a g u r e d l i t t l e 

f a m i l y . In i t s m i x t u r e o f s u c c e s s and f a i l u r e , The H e a r t Tha t 

Knows i n d i c a t e s t he p i t f a l l s e n c o u n t e r e d i n a t t e m p t i n g t o f o l l o w 

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y t h e l i t e r a r y s t a n d a r d s o f S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan 

and G o l d w i n S m i t h . R o b e r t s ' s r e a l i s t i c t r e a t m e n t o f s o c i e t y 

c o n t i n u a l l y c o n f l i c t s w i t h h i s r o m a n t i c v i e w p o i n t , w h i c h r e q u i r e d 

t h a t I d e a l i t y , P u r i t y , Humani ty and C h i v a l r y u l t i m a t e l y p r e v a i l . 

The t e n s i o n between r e a l i s m and romance w h i c h n e i t h e r J a r v i s 

n o r R o b e r t s c o u l d r e s o l v e i n n o v e l s p r i m a r i l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h 

s o c i a l i s s u e s f ound a more c o n g e n i a l home i n t he r e g i o n a l n o v e l , 

w h i c h became the dominant f o r m o f e a r l y t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian 

f i c t i o n . In t he wake o f t he l o c a l c o l o u r movement and t he i n f l u e n c e 
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o f t he S c o t t i s h k a i l y a r d s c h o o l , w h i c h a t t he end o f t h e n i n e ­

t e e n t h c e n t u r y changed t h e o r i e n t a t i o n o f A m e r i c a n and B r i t i s h 

f i c t i o n , t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y Canad ian w r i t e r s t u r n e d t o d i s t i n c t i v e 

r e g i o n s o f t h e i r own c o u n t r y . In a d d i t i o n t o Quebec, w h i c h had 

a l r e a d y been a f a v o u r i t e s u b j e c t , t h e y d i s c o v e r e d t he l i t e r a r y 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f Newfound land (Norman Duncan ) , P r i n c e Edward I s l a n d 

( L . M. Mon t gomery ) , v a r i o u s p a r t s o f t he West and N o r t h w e s t 

( G i l b e r t P a r k e r and Ra lph C o n n o r ) , and r u r a l O n t a r i o ( A d e l i n e 

T e s k e y , Joanna Wood, Ra l ph Connor , R. L. R i c h a r d s o n ) . D e s p i t e 

i t s o v e r t l y r o m a n t i c o r i e n t a t i o n , t he l o c a l c o l o u r movement 

i n i t i a t e d a p r o c e s s o f d i s c o v e r i n g t h e i r own t e r r i t o r y t h a t e n c o u r a g e d 



s e r i o u s Canad i an w r i t e r s t o d i s c a r d t h e i r r o s e - t i n t e d r o m a n t i c i s m , 

and t o see t h e i r c o u n t r y t h r ough t he b l u n t e r , more i r o n i c g l a s s e s 

o f t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y r e a l i s m . The d i r e c t i o n w h i c h s e r i o u s Canad ian 

w r i t e r s l i k e Raymond K n i s t e r , R o b e r t S t e a d , M a r t h a O s t e n s o and 

M o r l e y C a l l a g h a n were t o pu r sue i n t he 1 920 ' s and ' 3 0 ' s was f o r e ­

c a s t d u r i n g t he 1890 1 s and e a r l y 1 900 1 s by two w r i t e r s bo rn i n 

t he same decade as G i l b e r t R a r k e r and Ra lph Connor , b u t more i n 

t o u c h w i t h t h e movements i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e w h i c h r e j e c t e d 

p o p u l a r r o m a n t i c i s m . In t h e i r a d a p t a t i o n s o f two o f the forms 

commonly u sed by t he r e g i o n a l c o l o u r i s t s , S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan 

and Duncan Campbe l l S c o t t i n d i c a t e d t h a t t he e x o t i c t a l e o f t h e 

f a r N o r t h and t h e i d y l l o f t h e s m a l l t own , a l t h o u g h u s u a l l y 

t r e a t e d r o m a n t i c a l l y by t h e i r c o m p a t r i o t s , c o u l d f u r n i s h good 

m a t e r i a l f o r c a r e f u l l y c o n t r o l l e d , r e a l i s t i c s t u d i e s o f the i n t e r ­

r e l a t i o n o f c h a r a c t e r , s o c i e t y and e n v i r o n m e n t . 

S c o t t ' s s t o r i e s o f the n o r t h e r n w i l d e r n e s s expand upon the 

c o n c e r n s e x p r e s s e d i n In t he V i l l a g e o f V i g e r . In S c o t t ' s N o r t h , 

t h e s t r u g g l e f o r p h y s i c a l and p s y c h i c s u r v i v a l , w h i c h i n the 

V i g e r s t o r i e s had been i n t e r n a l i z e d by the c h a r a c t e r s , becomes 

i n s t e a d an o u t e r m a t t e r , as t he h a r s h l a n d e l i c i t s p h y s i c a l 

e x p r e s s i o n s o f i n n e r e x p e r i e n c e . The f e e l i n g s most a p p r o p r i a t e 

t o the p r i m a l n o r t h e r n e n v i r o n m e n t a r e t he p r i m a l e m o t i o n s o f 

l o v e and h a t e , l o y a l t y and vengenace , w h i c h S c o t t ' s n a t i v e M e t i s 

and e s t a b l i s h e d i m m i g r a n t s c a r r y t o t h e i r most v i o l e n t c o n c l u s i o n s . 

S t o r i e s l i k e "The Tr iumph o f M a r i e L a v i o l e t t e " ( 1 8 9 2 ) , " C h a r c o a l " 



( 1 9 0 4 ) , " L a b r i e ' s W i f e " ( 1 9 2 3 ) , " C l u t e B o u l a y " ( 1 9 3 4 ) , and " T e t e -

J a u n e " (1939) d e v e l o p an a n t i - r o m a n t i c c o r r e l a t i o n between c h a r a c t e r 

and e n v i r o n m e n t as t h e y show t h a t i n the N o r t h murde r , s h o o t i n g 

and v i c i o u s f eud s a r e a c c e p t e d by the l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s as the 

norma l m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f a h a r s h l i f e i n a h a r s h l a n d . In a n o t h e r 

g roup o f t a l e s composed o f "The V a i n Shadow" ( 1 9 0 0 ) , "Vengeance 

i s M i n e " ( 1 9 0 6 ) , " E x p i a t i o n " (1907) and " I n t he Y e a r 1806" ( 1 9 2 3 ) , 

S c o t t c o n t r a s t s t h e i n e v i t a b l e b r u t a l i t y o f t he Worth w i t h r e f i n e d 

c i v i l i z a t i o n . He d e s c r i b e s t h e e f f e c t s o f i s o l a t i o n and c l i m a c t i c 

s e v e r i t y upon o u t s i d e r s who have been e d u c a t e d t o r e s p e c t a t r a d i t i o n 

o f g e n t i l i t y , e m o t i o n a l s e n s i t i v i t y and c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f g u i l t , 

and c o n s e q u e n t l y b r e a k under t he s t r a i n o f l i v i n g i n a s o c i a l 

and p h y s i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t w h i c h r e f u s e s t o r e c o g n i z e such r e f i n e ­

ment s . S i m i l a r t o t h e way t h e t e n s i o n between the e n c r o a c h i n g 

c i t y and t he i d y l l i c v i l l a g e embodies the p s y c h i c and e m o t i o n a l 

t raumas o f t h e V i g e r c h a r a c t e r s , t he u n b e a r a b l e t e n s i o n between 

European v a l u e s and t he raw Canad ian N o r t h l e a d s u n p r e p a r e d 

B r i t i s h t r a d e r s t o s u r r e n d e r and d e s p a i r . 

S c o t t l e d Canad i an f i c t i o n i n t o t he t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y by 

e x a m i n i n g t he r e l a t i o n between c h a r a c t e r and e n v i r o n m e n t i n a 

t h o r o u g h l y u n r o m a n t i c manner; i n The I m p e r i a l i s t (1904) S a r a 

J e a n n e t t e Duncan a c c o m p l i s h e d t he t r a n s i t i o n f r o m romance t o 

r e a l i s m w i t h i n t h e f o rm o f t h e r e g i o n a l n o v e l . U n l i k e A d e l i n e 

T e s k e y ' s M a p l e t o n , L. M. Mon tgomery ' s A v o n l e a , R. L. R i c h a r d s o n ' s 

O n t a r i o " S c o t c h S e t t l e m e n t , " C o n n o r ' s G l enga r r y , - and a l l the 



o t h e r s m a l l Canad i an commun i t i e s i m m o r t a l i z e d i n f i c t i o n i n the 

f i r s t decades o f t he t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , Duncan ' s E l g i n i s p o r t r a y e d 

w i t h more i r o n y than n o s t a l g i a . Duncan pays g l a n c i n g t r i b u t e 

t o t he p r e v a i l i n g t r a d i t i o n o f l o c a l q u a i n t n e s s when she opens 

The I m p e r i a l i s t w i t h a d e s c r i p t i o n o f o l d Mo the r B e g g a r l e g s , who 

" b e l o n g e d t o t h a t g roup o f odd c h a r a c t e r s , r a r e r now than t h e y 

used t o b e , e t c h e d upon t he vague c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f s m a l l towns i n 
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a way m y s t e r i o u s and u n c a n n y . " B u t h e r c o o l a s s e s smen t o f 

E l g i n ' s m i d d l e - c l a s s m a t e r i a l i s m q u i c k l y d i s p e l s any s en se o f 

s e n t i m e n t a l r e m i n i s c e n c e . A town where "No one c o u l d dream w i t h 

i m p u n i t y . . . e x c e p t i n b e d " ( p . 6 3 ) , E l g i n e x p e c t s i t s c i t i z e n s 

t o m a n i f e s t " s o b r i e t y and decorum" (p . 3 9 ) . In E l g i n , " r e l i g i o u s 

f e r v o u r was n o t b e a u t i f u l , o r d r a m a t i c , o r s e l f - i m m o l a t i n g ; i t 

was r e a s o n a b l e " ( p . 9 2 ) . I t s c i t i z e n s r e s p e c t n o r m a l i t y i t s e l f 

as a v i r t u e , f o r " a d i f f e r e n c e i s t h e one t h i n g a s m a l l commun i ty , 

a ccu s tomed c o m f o r t a b l y t o s c an i t s own i n t e l l i g i b l e a v e r a g e s , 

w i l l n o t t o l e r a t e " ( p . 6 2 ) . Day t o day l i f e o c c u p i e s t he a t t e n t i o n 

o f a town where 

The a r t s c o n s p i r e d t o be a b s e n t ; l e t t e r s r e s i d e d a t 
t he n e a r e s t u n i v e r s i t y c i t y ; s c i e n c e was i m p o r t e d as 
r e q u i r e d , i n p r a c t i c a l imp rovemen t s . There was n o t h i n g , 
i n d e e d , t o i n t e r f e r e w i t h E l g i n ' s a t t e n t i o n t o the 
i m m e d i a t e , t h e v i t a l , t he m u n i c i p a l : one m i gh t a l m o s t 
r e a d t h i s c o n t r a c t i o n o f i n t e r e s t i n the w h i t e d u s t 
o f t he r a m b l i n g s t r e e t s , and t he s h u t t e r s c l o s e d a g a i n s t 
i t ( pp . 9 1 - 9 2 ) . 

In i t s v a l u e s , E l g i n p r e s e n t s a m i c r o c o s m o f A n g l o - S a x o n Canada ; 

as L o r ne M u r c h i s o n n o t i c e s , " E l g i n ma r ke t s q u a r e , i n d e e d , was 



t he b i o g r a p h y o f Fox C o u n t r y and , i n l i t t l e , t he h i s t o r y o f t h e 

who l e P r o v i n c e . " ( p . 117 ) . 

Such a n a r r o w , d e t e r m i n e d community d e f i e s t he p o s s i b i l i t y 

o f romance o r t r a g e d y . The g r e a t e s t a l l o w a b l e d i v e r g e n c e f r o m 

E l g i n ' s r e v e r e d n o r m a l i t y , w h i l e s t i l l r e m a i n i n g w i t h i n t he 

bounds o f a c c e p t a b i l i t y , appea r s i n t h e M u r c h i s o n f a m i l y , who 

c o n t a i n a " s t r a i n o f temperament " (p . 62) w h i c h s u b l i m i n a l l y t h r e a t e n s 

t o d e v e l o p i n t o e c c e n t r i c i t y o r g e n i u s . I d i o s y n c r a t i c i n t h e i r 

humour, i r r e g u l a r i t y and d e c i s i o n t o l i v e i n a r a m b l i n g o l d house 

d e s i g n e d a c c o r d i n g t o " l a r g e i d e a s " ( p . 3 3 ) , t he o t h e r w i s e u n ­

i m p e a c h a b l e f a m i l y p r oduce s two r e m a r k a b l e c h i l d r e n whose p o l i t i c a l 

and amorous i n v o l v e m e n t s c a r r y r o m a n t i c i d e a l i s m as f a r as i t 

can go w i t h i n E l g i n ' s p r o s a i c l i m i t s . Because E l g i n ' s common­

p l a c e h o r i z o n s can a d m i t n e i t h e r t r a g i c n o r s a c c h a r i n e r e s o l u t i o n s 

t o t he e x p e r i e n c e s o f i t s c i t i z e n s , Duncan c a r e f u l l y b a l a n c e s t he 

e n d i n g s o f t h e p a r a l l e l a d v e n t u r e s o f L o m e and Advena . A d v e n a ' s 

happy m a r r i a g e t o t h e man she l o v e s i s c o u n t e r e d by t he r e j e c t i o n 

o f L o m e ' s i d e a l i s t i c i m p e r i a l i s m by t h o s e he had c o n s i d e r e d 

h i s a l l i e s . In each ca se n o r m a l i t y t r i u m p h s , as t he c o u p l e who 

b e l o n g t o g e t h e r a r e r e l i e v e d o f t h e i d e a l i s m w h i c h k e p t them 

a p a r t , and t he p o l i t i c a l v i s i o n a r y i s b e t r a y e d by a community wh i ch 

r e f u s e s t o s u b o r d i n a t e p r o s p e r i t y t o i d e o l o g y . 

When S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan p u t h e r own l i t e r a r y p r e c e p t s 

i n t o p r a c t i c e by w r i t i n g a r e a l i s t i c n o v e l o f c on tempo ra r y Canad ian 



l i f e , she s i g n a l l e d the d i r e c t i o n t o be t a k e n by the w r i t e r s who 

r a t h e r b e l a t e d l y b r o u g h t Canad i an f i c t i o n i n t o t he t w e n t i e t h 

c e n t u r y d u r i n g t h e decades f o l l o w i n g t he F i r s t W o r l d War. S a r a 

J e a n n e t t e Duncan and Duncan Campbe l l S c o t t were t he two f i n e s t 

w r i t e r s o f p r o s e f i c t i o n t o come o u t o f V i c t o r i a n Canada because 

t h e y p o s s e s s e d s u f f i c i e n t a r t i s t i c acumen t o r e j e c t t he p r e f e r e n c e 

o f t h e i r own community f o r W a l t e r S c o t t - l i k e r o m a n t i c n o v e l s 

f u l f i l l i n g t he p r i n c i p l e s c o n t a i n e d i n G o l d w i n S m i t h ' s seven 

"Lamps o f F i c t i o n . " The s i m p l e f a c t t h a t t h e s e two s t a n d a l m o s t 

a l o n e i n d i c a t e s t h a t d u r i n g t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y the h i s t o r y 

o f t he Canad ian n o v e l was a h i s t o r y n o t o f r e b e l l i o n , b u t o f 

c o n f o r m i t y . 
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CONCLUSION 

As a l i t e r a r y r e a l i s t , S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan u s h e r e d i n the 

mode o f i r o n i c r e a l i s m t h a t was t o dominate Canad i an f i c t i o n f r o m 

t h e 1 9 2 0 ' s t o t h e e a r l y 1 9 6 0 ' s . The l o c a l c o l o u r movement o f 

t h e e a r l y 1 900 ' s h e l p e d p r e p a r e f o r t h i s r e a l i s m by r e f i n i n g 

a sense o f l o c a l i t y and a c o n c e r n w i t h r e g i o n a l d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s . 

In a 1959 d i s c u s s i o n o f " L o c a l C o l o u r i n Canad i an F i c t i o n , " 1 

W i l l i a m H. Magee a r gue s t h a t t h i s i n t e r e s t i n r e g i o n a l i s m was 

" p r o v i n c i a l , " o r i g i n a t i n g i n a " r e g i o n a l p r i d e " t h a t r e j e c t e d 

u n i v e r s a l human i s s u e s i n f a v o u r o f c o m p l a c e n t l y c e l e b r a t i n g an 

i d e a l i z e d s t a t e o f r u r a l p e r f e c t i o n . Magee ' s d e s c r i p t i o n o f the 

r o m a n t i c n a t u r e o f t h i s l i t e r a t u r e i s i n d e e d c o r r e c t , b u t h i s 

a s s e s smen t o f i t s r o l e i n t he deve l opment o f the Canad i an n o v e l 

f a i l s t o t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t i t s i m p o r t a n c e as a t r a n s i t i o n a l s t a g e 

between n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y romance and m i d - t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y 

r e a l i s m . A s suming t h a t the n o v e l was by d e f i n i t i o n r o m a n t i c , the 

v a s t m a j o r i t y o f n i n e t e e n t h - and e a r l y t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an 

w r i t e r s and r e a d e r s f e l t t h a t Canad i an m a t e r i a l had t o be f i t t e d 

t o t h e p r e v a i l i n g r o m a n t i c f o r m s . W h i l e S i r W a l t e r S c o t t r e i g n e d 
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as t he supreme r o m a n t i c m o d e l , e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g t he decades 

f o l l o w i n g C o n f e d e r a t i o n , Canad ian h i s t o r y was c o m p l a c e n t l y t a i l o r e d 

t o S c o t t ' s p a t t e r n . When t h e l o c a l c o l o u r movement r e a c h e d Canada 

i n t he 1890 ' s and e a r l y 1 9 0 0 ' s , Canad ian w r i t e r s t u r n e d t h e i r 

r o m a n t i c g l a s s e s f r o m the p a s t t o t he p r e s e n t and a g a i n a t t e m p t e d 

t o f i t " r e a l " Canad i an l i f e t o a r o m a n t i c v i s i o n . U n l i k e the 

m i d - V i c t o r i a n e v a n g e l i c a l r e a l i s t s , t h e l o c a l c o l o u r i s t s r e j e c t e d 

o v e r t d i d a c t i c i s m i n f a v o u r o f g e n e r a l who le somenes s , q u i e t humour 

and h e a r t - w a r m i n g s e n t i m e n t a l i t y . I t i s i n d e e d t r u e t h a t Ra lph 

C o n n o r ' s West c o n t a i n s d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y more s u n s e t s than 

b l i z z a r d s , L. M. Montgomery c u l t i v a t e s a g a r den - ^ l i k e image o f 

P r i n c e Edward I s l a n d , and t he h a r s h n e s s o f d a i l y l i f e i n Norman 

Duncan ' s Newfound land i s c o n t i n u a l l y u n d e r c u t by h i s v e r b o s e 

s e n t i m e n t a l i t y . But t h i s g e n e r a t i o n o f r e g i o n a l i s t s p e r f o r m e d 

an i m p o r t a n t t a s k by c o n c e n t r a t i n g upon d i s t i n c t i v e Canad i an 

l o c a l i t i e s , t h e r e b y p r o v i n g t he v a l i d i t y o f Canada as a l o c a t i o n 

f o r f i c t i o n t h a t d i d n o t d e p a r t f r o m the m a i n s t r e a m o f p o p u l a r 

1 i t e r a t u r e . 

4 

The h i s t o r y o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian n o v e l i s 

v e r y much the h i s t o r y o f t he t r a n s f e r r a l t o Canada o f B r i t i s h 

and A m e r i c a n p o p u l a r l i t e r a r y t a s t e s and p r e j u d i c e s . Th r oughou t 

t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e E n g l i s h - C a n a d i a n n o v e l was shaped 

by t he l i t e r a r y and c u l t u r a l a t t i t u d e s o f t he community i n w h i c h 

and f o r w h i c h i t was w r i t t e n . C o n s e r v a t i v e and n a t i o n a l i s t i c , 
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t h i s community o f t e n v i e w e d p r o s e f i c t i o n w i t h s u s p i c i o n and 

q u e s t i o n e d w h e t h e r Canada, as a f l e d g l i n g n a t i o n , c o u l d p o s s i b l y 

p r o v i d e m a t e r i a l s u i t a b l e f o r t h e l i m i t e d range o f f i c t i o n i t s 

c i t i z e n s f o u n d a c c e p t a b l e . G o l d w i n Sm i th summar i zed h i s a d o p t e d 

c o u n t r y ' s l i t e r a r y v a l u e s by f i n d i n g i n t he n o v e l s o f W a l t e r 

S c o t t t he romance and i d e a l i s m he d e s c r i b e d i n h i s 1870 a d d r e s s 

on ; " . "T.her Lamps o f F i c t i o n . " H i s most v o c a l opponent was 

S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan, who a r gued w i t t i l y and c o n s i s t e n t l y t h a t 

o l d - f a s h i o n e d romance was o b s o l e t e . The a l m o s t p o l a r o p p o s i t i o n 

between S m i t h ' s a d u l a t i o n o f S c o t t and Duncan ' s contempt f o r 

S c o t t - l i k e romance p r o v i d e s an i n d i g e n o u s c r i t i c a l f ramework i n 

w h i c h t o d i s c u s s n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an f i c t i o n . 

B e g i n n i n g w i t h J u l i a C a t h e r i n e B e c k w i t h H a r t , C anada ' s 

f i r s t n a t i v e n o v e l i s t , Canad i an w r i t e r s t r i e d t o produce, l o c a l 

f i c t i o n by f i n d i n g Canad i an e q u i v a l e n t s f o r European r o m a n t i c 

c o n v e n t i o n s . The work o f John R i c h a r d s o n and h i s s u c c e s s o r s r e v e a l s 

how t h e i r i n s i s t e n c e t h a t Canad ian f i c t i o n be r o m a n t i c meant t h a t 

t h e i r n o v e l s were u s u a l l y more f a i t h f u l t o t he model o f Fen imore 

Cooper o r W a l t e r S c o t t t han t o t h e a c t u a l i t i e s o f Canad ian l i f e . 

Even the few n o v e l s whose c o n t e n t s c h a l l e n g e d t he Canad ian e s t a b l i s h ­

ment h e s i t a t e d t o d e p a r t f r o m the f o r m e s t a b l i s h e d by S c o t t ; 

M. A. F o r a n ' s ' T h e O t h e r S i d e " ( 1 8 7 2 ) , 2 t he most r a d i c a l n i n e t e e n t h -

c e n t u r y n o v e l d i s c o v e r e d by F rank Wa t t i n h i s s e a r c h f o r C a n a d a ' s 

l i t e r a t u r e o f p r o t e s t , r e s o r t s t o an i m p o s s i b l y complex web o f 

r o m a n t i c p l o t d e v i c e s t o d e s c r i b e t h e t r i u m p h o f u n i o n i s m and 
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t h e d e f e a t o f b l o o d t h i r s t y c a p i t a l i s t s . 

The h i s t o r i c a l romance h e l d an e s p e c i a l l y s t r o n g appea l f o r 

n a t i o n a l i s t i c Canad i an n o v e l i s t s , who saw h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n 

as a means t o d i s c o v e r and r e c o v e r Canad i an h i s t o r y , and d e v e l o p 

a n a t i o n a l i d e n t i t y . In 1887 Graeme M e r c e r Adam and E t h e l w y n 

W e t h e r a l d c o l l a b o r a t e d i n t he w r i t i n g o f An A I gonqU in M a i d e n , 

" A Romance o f t he E a r l y Days o f Upper C a n a d a , " i n o r d e r t o 

p r e s c r i b e h i s t o r i c a l romance as t h e p r o p e r mode f o r Canad ian 

f i c t i o n . The i n f l u e n c e o f Pa rkman, L o n g f e l l o w and Canad i an 

p o p u l a r i z e r s o f h i s t o r y l i k e J . M. LeMoine s e n t many Canad i an 

w r i t e r s t o Quebec and A c a d i a , w h i c h p r o v i d e d s e t t i n g s f o r f i c t i o n 

r a n g i n g i n f o r m and q u a l i t y f r o m W i l l i a m K i r b y ' s ponderous The  

Go l den Dog ( 1 8 7 7 ) , t o t he s l i c k h i s t o r i c a l romances o f G i l b e r t 

P a r k e r and C h a r l e s G. D. R o b e r t s , t o the p e n e t r a t i n g s t o r i e s and 

n o v e l s o f Susan F r a n c e s H a r r i s o n and Duncan Campbe l l S c o t t . 

V i c t o r i a n Canada ' s p r e f e r e n c e f o r r o m a n t i c f i c t i o n becomes 

e s p e c i a l l y o b v i o u s and o b t r u s i v e i n n o v e l s p u r p o r t i n g t o d e p i c t 

c o n t e m p o r a r y e x p e r i e n c e . I n t e r e s t e d a t * ' i n " p r o s a i c - r e a l i t y } b u t 

i n " t h e romance o f r e a l l i f e , " n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an w r i t e r s 

c o n s t r u c t e d I m p r o b a b l e p l o t s t o convey e d i f y i n g messages r e g a r d i n g 

r e l i g i o u s and s e x u a l m o r a l i t y , the v a l u e o f h a r d w o r k , and the 

i n e v i t a b l e t r i u m p h o f v i r t u e . On l y a few w r i t e r s saw t he n o v e l 

as a genre w h i c h c o u l d be used t o c r i t i c i z e , r a t h e r than r e i n f o r c e , 

s o c i a l c o n v e n t i o n : Abraham Holmes i n h i s r o 1 1 i c k i h g ' B e 1 i n d a ; v o r , 



The R i v a l s ( 1 8 4 3 ) , Thomas S t i n s o n J a r v i s i n G e o f f r e y Hamstead 

( 1 8 9 0 ) , and C h a r l e s G. D. R o b e r t s i n The H e a r t T h a t Knows ( 1 9 0 6 ) . 

When t he n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad i an n o v e l i s s t u d i e d i n 

r e l a t i o n t o i t s c u l t u r a l c o n t e x t , some o f t he r e a s on s u n d e r l y i n g 

i t s p rob lems become c l e a r e r . So l o n g as e v e r y Canad ian n o v e l i s t 

was t r y i n g t o be t h e Canad ian W a l t e r S c o t t , Canad ian f i c t i o n was 

f o r c e d i n t o a r o m a n t i c mou l d , c o n s i s t i n g o f e l a b o r a t e , i m p r o b a b l e 

p l o t s , e l e g a n t , f o r m a l l a n g u a g e , and s t e r e o t y p i c a l he roe s and 

h e r o i n e s whose a d v e n t u r e s bo re l i t t l e r e l a t i o n t o a c t u a l Canad i an 

e x p e r i e n c e . Hence a c u r i o u s p a t t e r n a r o s e i n Canad ian f i c t i o n . 

B e g i n n i n g w i t h t h e books o f John R i c h a r d s o n and c o n t i n u i n g i n t o 

t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , many Canad i an n o v e l s 

t o o k t he f o r m o f a s e r i e s o f r e a l i s t i c s k e t c h e s o f Canad ian 

l o c a t i o n s , l i f e , o r e c c e n t r i c m i n o r c h a r a c t e r s , bound t o g e t h e r 

by a p l o t - h e a v y u n r e a l i s t i c n a r r a t i v e r e c o u n t i n g t he a d v e n t u r e s 

o f i d e a l i z e d h e r o i c c h a r a c t e r s . R o b e r t B a r r ' s The Measure o f 

t h e Ru l e ( 1 9 0 6 ) , a c c u r a t e l y d e s c r i b e d by L o u i s MacKend r i c k : . a s , an 

a c c o u n t o f " k e e n l y f e l t a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l e x p e r i e n c e s u b j e c t e d 

t o and a t t i m e s overwhe lmed by a s e n t i m e n t a l and f o r m u l a i c 

3 

r o m a n t i c i s m , " e p i t o m i z e s t h i s s t r u c t u r e . F o r the modern r e a d e r , 

B a r r ' s b i t t e r condemnat i on o f the s e n s e l e s s l y r i g i d ^ r u l e s and 

r e g u l a t i o n s g o v e r n i n g Normal S c h o o l s t u d e n t s l o s e s much o f i t s 

i m p a c t becau se h i s u n r e a l i s t i c c h a r a c t e r s engage i n a d v e n t u r e s 

r e s e m b l i n g the enac tmen t o f n a i v e r o m a n t i c f a n t a s y . 
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R o b e r t B a r r ' s n o v e l s s u p p o r t Desmond P a c e y ' s 1945 g e n e r a l i z a t i o n 

t h a t " O u r n o v e l i s t s o f t he p a s t , w i t h a few h o n o u r a b l e e x c e p t i o n s , 

have been c a u t i o u s s o u l s , a f r a i d t o i n c u r t h e w r a t h o f t h e p u b l i c , 

4 

and p r o d u c i n g e i t h e r s u g a r - c o a t e d t r a c t s o r n o v e l s o f e s c a p e . 

P a c e y ' s remark s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e p l a c e o f t h e s e r i o u s n o v e l i s t 

i s a t t h e vangua rd o f s o c i a l and a r t i s t i c p r o g r e s s , and t h a t o u t 

o f f a i t h f u l n e s s t o t h e i r a r t , c o n s c i e n t i o u s Canad i an w r i t e r s 

s h o u l d have r e p u d i a t e d t h e i r c o m m u n i t y ' s t a s t e f o r h a r m l e s s , 

e d i f y i n g l i t e r a t u r e . As t he p r e c e d i n g s t u d y has shown, i n c u r r i n g 

t h e w r a t h o f the p u b l i c was the l a s t t h i n g most n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y 

Canad i an w r i t e r s - - w i t h t he e x c e p t i o n o f S a r a J e a n n e t t e Duncan 

- - had i n m i n d . F a r f r o m . c o n f l i c t i n g w i t h t h e i r s o c i e t y , t h e s e 

w r i t e r s s h a r e d and s t a b i l i z e d i t s l i t e r a r y a t t i t u d e s . They 

v i e w e d t h e i r p r o p e r p l a c e as t he m a i n s t r e a m , n o t t he f o r e f r o n t , 

o f a r t i s t i c and s o c i a l t h o u g h t . Hence the p r i m a r y v a l u e o f 

t h e i r work l i e s n o t i n i t s a r t i s t i c a c c o m p l i s h m e n t , w h i c h was 

f r e q u e n t l y n e g l i g i b l e , b u t i n i t s r e f l e c t i o n o f c u l t u r a l a t t i t u d e s . 

J udged by i n t e r n a t i o n a l a r t i s t i c s t a n d a r d s , most n i n e t e e n t h -

c e n t u r y C a n a d i a n f i c t i o n d e m o n s t r a t e s l i t t l e m e r i t . When v i e w e d 

w i t h i n i t s own c u l t u r a l c o n t e x t , however , t h i s l i t e r a t u r e p r o v i d e s 

v a l u a b l e i n s i g h t s i n t o t he r e l a t i o n between c u l t u r a l a t t i t u d e s 

and l i t e r a r y p e r f o r m a n c e i n a community s t r u g g l i n g t owa rd s s e l f -

awa rene s s . To bo r row Sam S l i c k ' s a l r e a d y bo r r owed p h r a s e , n i n e ­

t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian f i c t i o n " h o l d s up the m i r r o r " t o V i c t o r i a n 
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Canada. I t r e f l e c t s t he u p r i g h t c o n s e r v a t i s m o f a c o l o n i a l 

s o c i e t y w h i c h b e l i e v e d t h a t n a t i o n h o o d w o u l d be a c h i e v e d by 

t r a n s f e r r i n g t h e most h o n o u r a b l e t r a d i t i o n s o f the O l d W o r l d 

t o the New. A g a i n s t t he c o n t i n u a l t h r e a t o f Ame r i c an c u l t u r a l 

d o m i n a t i o n , . V i c t o r i a n Canada a f f i r m e d and r e a f f i r m e d i t s b e l i e f 

t h a t a n a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e must be p a t r i o t i c and o p t i m i s t i c , ba sed 

on the models o f S hake spea re and S c o t t . In f i c t i o n , t h i s l i t e r a r y 

c o n s e r v a t i s m m a n i f e s t e d i t s e l f f o r m a l l y when the e d i t o r o f t he 

A c a d i a n Magaz ine demanded t h a t a t a l e be r e w r i t t e n w i t h a happy 

5 

e n d i n g , p o l i t i c a l l y when the L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d d i s a p p r o v e d o f the 

r e f o r m i s m o f D i c ken s and D i s r a e l i , m o r a l l y when The Week vehement l y 

condemned Z o l a ' s n a t u r a l i s m , 7 and a e s t h e t i c a l l y i n the c o u n t r y ' s 

u n i v e r s a l t a s t e f o r i d e a l i s t i c romance. 

In h i s c o n c l u s i o n t o h i s O u t l i n e o f Canad ian L i t e r a t u r e 

( 1 9 2 7 ) , L o m e P i e r c e e n c a p s u l a t e d n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canada ' s 

v i ew o f i t s l i t e r a t u r e . In 1927, t he m a i n s t r e a m o f Canad i an 

l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m s t i l l f l o w e d i n t he d i r e c t i o n e s t a b l i s h e d 

by i t s V i c t o r i a n i n h e r i t a n c e , and had n o t y e t been t o u c h e d by 

t h e e f f o r t s o f t h e g e n e r a t i o n o f A. J . M. Sm i th and Do ro thy 

L i v e s ay t o b r i n g Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e i n t o t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . 

P i e r c e r e v e a l e d some c r i t i c a l acumen when he d e s c r i b e d t he f a u l t s 

o f Canad i an w r i t e r s as " d i f f u s e s t y l e , shadowy c h a r a c t e r s , and 

ephemera l t h i n k i n g . " The Canad i an w r i t e r ' s r e a l i s m , P i e r c e 

a d m i t t e d , " doe s n o t e x t e n d beyond t h i n g s t o c h a r a c t e r , and b e i n g 
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u n a b l e t o p e n e t r a t e t o t h e h e a r t o f man, he s t a n d s a p a r t and 

g 

o f f e r s a mora l e p i g r a m as a s u b s t i t u t e . " In t h i s P i e r c e s a i d 

n o t h i n g new; s i m i l a r cha r ge s had been l e v i e d a g a i n s t Canad i an 

n o v e l i s t s by J . G. B o u r i n o t . P i e r c e p e r p e t u a t e d t he o p i n i o n s 

o f h i s V i c t o r i a n p r e d e c e s s o r s l i k e B o u r i n o t , G o l d w i n Sm i th and 

W. A. F r a s e r most n o t i c e a b l y when he s i n g l e d o u t t h e commendable 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e . He f ound Canad ian l i t e r a t u r e 

t o be d i s t i n g u i s h e d by " s i m p l i c i t y and s i n c e r i t y , " " o p t i m i s m , " 

" c o u r a g e , " a " p i o n e e r i n g s p i r i t , " " power and rugged d i g n i t y , " 

and i n d e p e n d e n c e . He p r a i s e d Canad i an w r i t e r s f o r m a i n t a i n i n g 

decorum, a s s u r i n g h i s r e a d e r s t h a t " W i t h a l l o u r s i m p l i c i t y we 

r a r e l y become so n a i v e as t o ask i m p r o p e r o r embarrass ing q u e s t i o n s , 

and t h o s e who do so a r e p r o m p t l y l a b e l l e d e r o t i c and so done t o 

9 

d e a t h f o r e v e r . " P i e r c e a l s o app ro ved o f the way Canad ian 

r e a l i s m " l a c k s t h e s t e r n p h i l o s o p h y and m o r b i d p s y c h o l o g y o f 

t h e C o n t i n e n t , and on t he who l e i s more o p t i m i s t i c and w h o l e ­

s o m e . " ^ A f t e r t he F i r s t W o r l d War, G o l d w i n S m i t h ' s seven "Lamps 

o f F i c t i o n " s t i l l g l owed b r i g h t l y . 

L o rne P i e r c e c o n t i n u e d the l i t e r a r y c o n s e r v a t i s m o f h i s 

V i c t o r i a n f o r e b e a r s n o t j u s t i n h i s c u l t u r a l a t t i t u d e s , b u t a l s o 

i n h i s b e l i e f t h a t t h e s e v a l u e s were s h a r e d by t he i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

l i t e r a r y community a t l a r g e . A t t h e same t i m e as he commended 

Canad i an w r i t e r s f o r t h e i r r e j e c t i o n o f e r o t i c i s m and p e s s i m i s m , 

he p r a i s e d t h e i r " c o s m o p o l i t a n i s m , " o b s e r v i n g t h a t " T h e r e i s 

s t i l l a g r e a t d e a l t h a t ' i s n a r r o w , b i g o t e d and p a r o c h i a l among 
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u s , b u t we a r e p o s s e s s e d o f a b r o a d o u t l o o k " w h i c h " ha s i m p a r t e d 

t o o u r l i t e r a t u r e a c e r t a i n c a t h o l i c i t y and e a g e r e x p e c t a n c y . " 1 1 

P i e r c e p e r f o r m e d an i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t o f c r i t i c a l g y m n a s t i c s 

when he f o u n d " c a t h o l i c i t y " i n t h e l i t e r a t u r e o f a n a t i o n d e d i c a t e d 

t o p r e s e r v i n g t he c u l t u r a l v a l u e s i t d e f i n e d as the t r a d i t i o n o f 

W a l t e r S c o t t . Modern c a t h o l i c i t y and c o s m o p o l i t a n i s m r e a c h e d 

Canada p i e c e m e a l i n t he 1 9 2 0 ' s , t e n t a t i v e l y when Duncan Campbe l l 

S c o t t r e j e c t e d V i c t o r i a n i s m and s u p p o r t e d T. S. E l i o t ' s r e d i s c o v e r y 

12 

o f John Donne i n " P o e t r y and P r o g r e s s " ( 1 9 2 2 ) , more e x p a n s i v e l y 

when A. J . M. S m i t h t r i e d t o yank Canada o u t o f i t s p r o v i n c i a l i s m 

i n h i s c r i t i c a l e s s a y s , " C o n t e m p o r a r y P o e t r y " (1926) and "Wanted : 
13 

Canad i an C r i t i c i s m " ( 1 9 2 8 ) . T h i s new c r i t i c i s m u s h e r e d i n a 

new e r a o f modern i sm i n Canad i an p o e t r y and r e a l i s m i n Canad ian 

f i c t i o n . Y e t t h e r o m a n t i c mode has n e v e r c e a s e d t o a t t r a c t 

Canad i an w r i t e r s . In an i m p o r t a n t r e c e n t a r t i c l e t i t l e d " N o v e l 

and Romance, " T. D. M a c L u l i c h a rgues t h a t t h e deve l opment o f Canad i an 

f i c t i o n does n o t r e v e a l a s t e a d y p r o g r e s s i o n towards r e a l i s m , 

b u t a c o n t i n u a l " t e n s i o n between t h e romance and t he n o v e l , 

between ' r o m a n t i c ' and ' r e a l i s t i c ' ways o f p o r t r a y i n g t he w o r l d . " 1 4 

T h i s t e n s i o n appea r s n o t j u s t i n t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s S a r a J e a n n e t t e 

Duncan e x p e r i e n c e d i n t r y i n g t o c o n v e r t h e r c o n t e m p o r a r i e s t o 

l i t e r a r y r e a l i s m , b u t a l s o i n many n o v e l s w r i t t e n a f t e r r e a l i s m 

s u p p o s e d l y began t o domina te Canad ian f i c t i o n . The s h o r t s t o r i e s 

o f Duncan Campbe l l S c o t t r e v e a l t h a t i n t h e hands o f a t r u e 

c r a f t s m a n , the t e n s i o n between romance and r e a l i s m can become a 



s o u r c e o f a r t i s t i c s t r e n g t h . As Canad i an w r i t e r s d e v e l o p e d a 

s e c u r e i d i o m , t e c h n i c a l s k i l l and c o n f i d e n c e i n Canad ian s u b j e c t s 

f o r f i c t i o n , t h e i r r o m a n t i c i n c l i n a t i o n s c e a s e d t o o b t r u d e . 

The modern C a n a d i a n n o v e l encompasses a w i d e range o f r o m a n t i c 

and r e a l i s t i c a t t i t u d e s ; t he a ch i e vemen t o f many t w e n t i e t h - c e n t u r y 

w r i t e r s has n o t been t o subdue romance, b u t t o m a s t e r i t and 

m o d e r n i z e i t , i n books l i k e Howard O ' H a g a n ' s Tay John (1939) 

and S h e i l a W a t s o n ' s The Double Hook ( 1 9 5 9 ) . A number o f n o v e l i s t s 

who a r e commonly r e g a r d e d as r e a l i s t s , l i k e G r o v e , C a l l a g h a n 

and MacLennan, have r e v e a l e d t h e i r sympathy w i t h t he r o m a n t i c 

mode i n t h e i r use o f i d e a l i z e d , c h a r a c t e r s and u n l i k e l y s i t u a t i o n s . 

M o r e o v e r , i n t h e 1 9 6 0 ' s and 1 970 ' s some o f t h e b e s t and most 

p o p u l a r Canad ian n o v e l i s t s , l i k e R o b e r t s o n D a v i e s , L e o n a r d Cohen, 

M a r g a r e t A twood , M a r i a n E n g e l , R o b e r t K r o e t s c h and Rudy W iebe , 

have e v o l v e d upda ted v e r s i o n s o f romance. T h e i r use o f s u b j e c t i v e 

n a r r a t i v e forms d e p a r t s f r om the o b j e c t i v e r e a l i s m w h i c h dom ina ted 

Canad i an f i c t i o n f r om abou t 1920 t o 1960, and r e v e a l s a r e s u r g e n c e 

o f i n t e r e s t i n the k i n d o f i m a g i n a t i v e e x p e r i e n c e a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h f a n t a s y and romance. 
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a l l works o f f i c t i o n r e f e r r e d t o i n t h e t e x t o f t h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n 

o r c o n s u l t e d d u r i n g r e s e a r c h ; P a r t B l i s t s a l l such n o n - f i c t i o n a l 

s o u r c e s , i n c l u d i n g c r i t i c i s m , book r e v i e w s , and a r c h i v a l m a t e r i a l . 

T h i s S e l e c t e d B i b l i o g r a p h y i s f o l l o w e d by an A n n o t a t e d B i b l i o g r a p h y 

o f P e r i o d i c a l s , d e s c r i b i n g a l l n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y Canad ian 

p e r i o d i c a l s c i t e d o r c o n s u l t e d . 
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PERIODICALS CONSULTED: 

AN ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A c a d i a n M a g a z i n e ; o r L i t e r a r y M i r r o r , c o n s i s t i n g o f o r i g i n a l 
and s e l e c t e d m a t t e r on l i t e r a r y s u b j e c t s . 
E d i t o r u n i d e n t i f i e d . 
P u b l i s h e d by J . S. C u n a b e l l . 
M o n t h l y , H a l i f a x . 
vo l . ' 1 -2 , . J u l y 1 8 2 6 - F e b r u a r y 1828. 

E r u d i t e and l i t e r a r y i n t o n e , the A c a d i a n ' s c o n t e n t s were a l m o s t 
e n t i r e l y anonymous o r pseudononymous. Most o f i t s m a t e r i a l was 
o r i g i n a l ; i t s p o e t r y e s p e c i a l l y r e v e a l s t he n a t u r e and e x t e n t 
o f l o c a l l i t e r a r y a c t i v i t y . In i t s f i c t i o n t he e x o t i c t a l e 
p r e v a i l e d , w h i l e i t s n o n - f i c t i o n c o n s i s t e d l a r g e l y o f s c h o l a r l y 
a r gumen t , o r o f l o c a l p r a c t i c a l and h i s t o r i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n . 

A n g l o - A m e r i c a n M a g a z i n e . 
E d i t e d by Rev. R o b e r t J a c k s o n MacGeorge. 
P u b l i s h e d by Thomas M a c l e a r . 
M o n t h l y , T o r o n t o . 
vo l . : 1-/7., J u l y 1852-December 1855. 

The c o n t e n t s o f t he A n g l o - A m e r i can seem t o have been m o s t l y s e l e c t e d 
f r o m B r i t i s h and A m e r i c a n p e r i o d i c a l s , a l t h o u g h i t a l s o p u b l i s h e d 
s e v e r a l s t o r i e s by Susanna Mood ie and C a t h a r i n e P a r r T r a i l l , and 
T r a i l l ' s u n f i n i s h e d s e r i e s o f " F o r e s t G l e a n i n g s . " The m a g a z i n e ' s 
i n t e l l i g e n t c o n s e r v a t i s m and s e n s i b l e l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m appea red 
i n i t s l i v e l y " E d i t o r ' s S h a n t y " co l umn. F o r a d e t a i l e d s t u d y 
o f t he A n g l o - A m e r i c a n , see R o b e r t L. M c D o u g a l l - s "A S t udy o f 
Canad i an P e r i o d i c a l L i t e r a t u r e o f t h e N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y , " D i s s . 
T o r o n t o 1950. 
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B e l f o r d ' s M o n t h l y M a g a z i n e ; a magaz ine o f l i t e r a t u r e and a r t . 
E d i t o r u n i d e n t i f i e d 
P u b l i s h e d by B e l f o r d . 
M o n t h l y , T o r o n t o . 
v o l . 1-3, December 1876-May 1878. 

To g a i n a l a r g e p o p u l a r a u d i e n c e , B e l f o r d ' s s e r i a l i z e d f i c t i o n 
by James P a y n , J . G. H o l l a n d , and Edward E g g l e s t o n . I t a l s o 
p u b l i s h e d s t o r i e s and a r t i c l e s by i m p o r t a n t Canad i an c u l t u r a l 
f i g u r e s l i k e George S t e w a r t , J r . , J . G. B o u r i n o t , and J . M. 
LeMo ine . In J u l y 1878, B e l f o r d ' s merged w i t h t h e Canad i an M o n t h l y 
and N a t i o n a l Rev iew t o f o r m R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s Canad i an Monthly. 

B r i t i s h A m e r i c a n M a g a z i n e ; d e v o t e d t o L i t e r a t u r e , S c i e n c e , and 
A r t . 
E d i t e d by Henry Y o u l e H i n d . 
P u b l i s h e d by R o l l o Adam. 
M o n t h l y , T o r o n t o , 
v o l . 1-2, May 1 8 6 3 - A p r i l 1864. 

Founded by Graeme M e r c e r Adam, t h i s s o p h i s t i c a t e d m a g a z i n e ' s 
c o n t r i b u t o r s c o n s t i t u t e a r o l l c a l l o f C e n t r a l ..Canada 's - c 
l e a d i n g a u t h o r s . The B r i t i s h Amer i c an p u b l i s h e d f i c t i o n by M r s . 
H o l i w e l l , Susanna Mood ie and L o u i s a M u r r a y , p o e t r y by M r s . Leprohon 
and C h a r l e s S a n g s t e r , and s e r i o u s a r t i c l e s by Henry Y o u l e H i n d , 
Thomas D ' A r c y McGee, and D a n i e l W i l s o n . In h i s " S t u d y o f Canad i an 
P e r i o d i c a l L i t e r a t u r e o f t he N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y " ( D i s s . T o r o n t o 
1950 ) , R o b e r t L. McDouga l l d i s c u s s e s t he B r i t i s h Amer i c an as a 
p e r i o d i c a l w h i c h m i r r o r s the i n t e l l e c t u a l and c u l t u r a l o u t l o o k 
o f i t s age. 

B r i t i s h Canad i an Rev iew. 
E d i t o r U n i d e n t i f i e d . 
P u b l i s h e d by H u n t e r ^ Rose.& i X 
M o n t h l y , Quebec. 
v o l . 1, ho. 1-3, December 1 8 6 2 - F e b r u a r y 1863. 

T h i s s h o r t - l i v e d EngT,i.sh€Tahg"uage-Quebec ' • p e r i o d i c a l was 
i n t e n d e d t o be " a t r u s t w o r t h y s o u r c e o f i n f o r m a t i o n and amuse­
ment, and a t r u t h f u l r e p o s i t o r y o f N a t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e , pu re 
and u n d e f i l e d . " I t s a r t i c l e s and poems, by w r i t e r s l i k e J . M. 
L e M o i n e , Henry Morgan and C h a r l e s S a n g s t e r , , r e f l e c t a n a t i o n a l i s t i c 
p o i n t o f v i e w , and i t s book r e v i e w s c o n c e n t r a t e on Canad i an pub ­
l i c a t i o n s . 
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B r i t i s h C o l o n i a l M a g a z i n e , Gems o f L i t e r a t u r e . 
E d i t e d by W. H. S m i t h , a u t h o r o f S m i t h ' s Canad ian g a z e t t e e r (1846) 
and Canada: p a s t , p r e s e n t and f u t u r e ( 1 8 5 1 ) . 
P u b l i s h e d by Henry R o w s e l l . 
W e e k l y , T o r o n t o . 
v o l . 1, n o . 1-26, 1852-1853. 

In h i s a r t i c l e t i t l e d "A C e n t u r y o f Canad i an M a g a z i n e s , " A r t h u r 
H. U. Co lquhoun s t a t e d t h a t t h i s i s " s a i d t o have been an E n g l i s h 
p e r i o d i c a l h a v i n g a Canad i an i m p r i n t " (CM, 17 [ J u n e 1901] 1 47 ) . 
I t s c o n t e n t s were a l l s e l e c t e d f r o m B r i t i s h m a g a z i n e s , and o n l y 
t h e odd r e v i e w o f a Canad i an book i n d i c a t e s i t s n a t i o n a l o r i g i n . 

B y s t a n d e r ; a m o n t h l y r e v i e w o f c u r r e n t e v e n t s . 
E d i t e d by G o l d w i n S m i t h . 
P u b l i s h e d by H u n t e r . Ro se .d 
T o r o n t o . 
M o n t h l y , v o l . 1 -2 , J a n u a r y 1880-June 1881. 
Q u a r t e r l y , v o l . 3 , J a n u a r y - O c t o b e r 1883. 
M o n t h l y , new s e r i e s , O c t o b e r 1889 -September 1890. 

The v o i c e o f G o l d w i n S m i t h , the B y s t a n d e r commented f e a r l e s s l y 
and i d i o s y n c r a t i c a l l y on c u r r e n t l o c a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l e v e n t s . 
S m i t h p a i d s c a n t a t t e n t i o n t o i m a g i n a t i v e l i t e r a t u r e ; h i s few 
remarks on r e c e n t f i c t i o n and p o e t r y r e f l e c t h i s c o n s e r v a t i v e 
b i a s , p r e s e n t a l s o i n h i s a r t i c l e s e x p r e s s i n g a n t i - S e m i t i s m 
and a r g u i n g a g a i n s t f e m a l e s u f f r a g e . 

Canada B o o k s e l l e r . 
E d i t e d by Graeme M e r c e r Adam. 
P u b l i s h e d by R o l l o & Adam; new s e r i e s by Adam:.. S t e v e n s o n . * 
T o r o n t o . 
E a r l i e s t unnumbered i s s u e , March 1865. Q u a r t e r l y , v o l . 1 -2, 
March 1 8 7 0 - A p r i l 1871. 
M o n t h l y , new s e r i e s v o l . 1-2, J a n u a r y - D e c e m b e r 1872. 

A t r a d e j o u r n a l , t he Canada B o o k s e l l e r p r o v i d e s v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n 
abou t t he p u b l i s h i n g and s e l l i n g o f books i n Canada f r om b e f o r e 
C o n f e d e r a t i o n t o 1872. I t s c o n t e n t s , i n c l u d i n g many a r t i c l e s on 
t h e p r o b l e m o f c o p y r i g h t , were p re sumab l y f r o m the pen o f Graeme 
M e r c e r Adam. 
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Canad i an I l l u s t r a t e d News. 
E d i t e d by A l e x a n d e r R o b e r t s o n 1869 -73 ; e d i t e d by John T a l o n -
L e s p e r a n c e 1873-1880. 
P u b l i s h e d by George D e s b a r a t s . 
W e e k l y , M o n t r e a l . 
v o l . 1-28, 30 O c t o b e r 1 8 6 9 . 2 9 December 1883. 

L a r ge and l a v i s h l y i l l u s t r a t e d , t h i s p e r i o d i c a l t r i e d a t f i r s t 
t o s a t i s f y bo th i t s n a t i o n a l i s m and i t s need f o r a l a r g e r e a d e r ­
s h i p by p r o m o t i n g Canad i an f i c t i o n . I t s p r o p o r t i o n o f Canad ian 
m a t e r i a l d e c r e a s e d , i t s l a t e r vo lumes s e r i a l i z i n g n o v e l s by w r i t e r s 
l i k e Rhoda B r o u g h t o n . L e s p e r a n c e w r o t e much o f t h e I l l u s t r a t e d  
News ' s Canad i an m a t e r i a l and Rosanna Lep rohon c o n t r i b u t e d f i c t i o n , 
b u t t he magaz ine n e v e r a c q u i r e d t he s o p h i s t i c a t e d tone o f t he 
b e s t p e r i o d i c a l s o f t h e e r a , and i t s e n g r a v i n g s a r e g e n e r a l l y 
o f more i n t e r e s t than i t s w r i t t e n c o n t e n t . 

Canadi an J o u r n a l : A R e p o r t o r y o f I n d u s t r y , S c i e n c e and A r t , 
and a r e c o r d o f the P r o c e e d i n g s o f the Canad i an I n s t i t u t e . 
E d i t e d by Henry Y o u l e H i n d . 
P u b l i s h e d by t he Canad i an I n s t i t u t e . 
T o r o n t o . 
v o l . 1 -3 , A u g u s t 1852-December 1855. 2nd s e r i e s , v o l . 1 -15, J a n u a r y 
1 8 5 6 - J a n u a r y 1878. 3 r d s e r i e s , v o l . 1-6, 1879-1888. 

The o rgan o f t he Canad i an I n s t i t u t e , t he Canad ian J o u r n a l was 
a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e l y s c i e n t i f i c i n o r i e n t a t i o n , w i t h o n l y the 
o c c a s i o n a l r e v i e w o r a r t i c l e o f l i t e r a r y i n t e r e s t . I t i s a n a l y z e d 
by R o b e r t McDouga l l i n h i s " S t u d y o f Canad i an P e r i o d i c a l L i t e r a t u r e 
o f t h e N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y , " D i s s . T o r o n t o 1950. 

Canad i an L i t e r a r y M a g a z i n e . 
E d i t e d by J . K e n t . 
P u b l i s h e d by George G u r n e t t , C o u r i e r O f f i c e . 
M o n t h l y , Y o r k , Upper Canada. 
v o l . 1 no. 1 -3, A p r i l - O c t o b e r 1833. 

A p r e c u r s o r o f t he L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d i n s t y l e and c o n t e n t , t h i s 
s h o r t - l i v e d j o u r n a l p u b l i s h e d poems and s t o r i e s by Susanna Mood ie 
and s i m i l a r l y e l e g a n t a u t h o r s . 



Canad i an Magaz ine o f p o l i t i c s , s c i e n c e , a r t and l i t e r a t u r e . 
Somet imes c a l l e d C a n a d i a n . 
Founded and e d i t e d by J . Gordon Mowat, v o l . 1-5. Succeeded by 
John A l e x a n d e r Cooper . 
P u b l i s h e d by t he O n t a r i o P u b l i s h i n g Company. 
M o n t h l y , T o r o n t o . 
v o l . 1 -91 , March 1 8 9 3 - A p r i l 19.39 

P o p u l a r and n a t i o n a l i s t i c , t h e Canad i an Magaz i ne p u b l i s h e d a r t i c l e s 
on Canad i an e v e n t s , s t o r i e s by Canad ian w r i t e r s , and k e p t t r a c k 
o f the l i t e r a r y c a r e e r s o f Canad ian a u t h o r s i n i t s "Books and 
A u t h o r s " c o l umn . In 1897 i t i n c o r p o r a t e d t h e e i g h t e e n m o n t h -
o l d , f i n a n c i a l l y b a n k r u p t M a s s e y ' s M a g a z i n e . 

Canad i an Magaz i ne and L i t e r a r y R e p o s i t o r y . 
Founded and e d i t e d by D a v i d C h i s h o l m e , J u l y 1 8 2 3 - F e b r u a r y 1824. 
E d i t e d by Dr. A. J . C h r i s t i e , F e b r u a r y 1824-June 1825. 
P u b l i s h e d by Jo seph N i c k l e s s . 
M o n t h l y , M o n t r e a l . 
v o l . 1-4, J u l y 1823 - June 1825. 

A r i v a l o f Samuel H u l l W i l c o c k e ' s S c r i b b l e r , t h e ' C a n a d i a n Magaz i ne 
s e l e c t e d some m a t e r i a l f r o m l e a d i n g B r i t i s h p e r i o d i c a l s l i k e 
B l a c k w o o d ' s and t he New M o n t h l y M a g a z i n e , b u t a h i g h p r o p o r t i o n 
o f i t s c o n t e n t was " o r i g i n a l . 1 I n t e l l i g e n t and matu re i n t o n e , 
i t p u b l i s h e d i n f o r m a t i v e a r t i c l e s on Canad i an l i f e , , and t h e p r e ­
f a c e s t o i t s f o u r vo lumes p r e s e n t i n t e r e s t i n g i n s i g h t s i n t o c u l t u r a l 
and p u b l i s h i n g c o n d i t i o n s . I t s f i c t i o n l e a n s t oward s e x o t i c i s m , 
i n c o n t r a s t t o t h e common - sen s i c a l s t a n c e o f i t s l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m . 

Canad i an M e t h o d i s t M a g a z i n e ; d e v o t e d t o R e l i g i o n , L i t e r a t u r e 
and S o c i a l P r o g r e s s . C a l l e d M e t h o d i s t Magaz ine and Rev i ew , v o l . 
2 9 - 4 2 , 1889-1895. 
Founded and e d i t e d by W i l l i a m H. W i t h r o w . 
P u b l i s h e d by M e t h o d i s t Book Room. 
M o n t h l y , T o r o n t o . . 
v o l . 1-94, J a n u a r y 1875-December 1906. 

T h i s m a g a z i n e ' s f i c t i o n and r e v i e w s o v e r w h e l m i n g l y r e f l e c t i t s 
M e t h o d i s t p o i n t o f v i e w . I t i s o f l i t e r a r y i n t e r e s t l a r g e l y 
becau se i t s e d i t o r , W i l l i a m H.. W i t h r o w , was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
many o f t he l e a d i n g c u l t u r a l f i g u r e s o f h i s d a y , . a n d w r o t e a 
number o f r e l i g i o u s n o v e l s , t r a v e l books and h i s t o r i c a l w o r k s . 
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Canad i an M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l Rev i ew. 
E d i t o r u n i d e n t i f i e d ( n o t Graeme M e r c e r Adam, a c c o r d i n g t o M a r i l y n 

F l i t t o n ) . 
P u b l i s h e d by Adam, S t e v e n s o n , . 1872 -76 ; H a r t & R a w l i n s o n , 
1877 -78 . 
M o n t h l y , T o r o n t o . 
v o l . 1 -13 , J a n u a r y 1872 - June 1878. 

I n f l u e n c e d by G o l d w i n Sm i t h and c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Canada 
F i r s t , t h e Canad i an M o n t h l y was d e f i n i t e l y t h e most i m p o r t a n t 
p o s t - C o n f e d e r a t i o n Canad ian p e r i o d i c a l . N a t i o n a l i s t i c , m o r a l 
and c o n s e r v a t i v e i n i t s p o l i t i c a l and l i t e r a r y v i e w s , i t p u b l i s h e d 
t h e b e s t Canad ian p e r i o d i c a l w r i t i n g o f t he t i m e . In 1878 i t 
merged w i t h B e l f o r d ' s Magaz ine t o f o r m R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s Canad i an  
M o n t h l y . A l t h o u g h some c r i t i c s d e s c r i b e Graeme M e r c e r Adam as 
i t s e d i t o r , M a r i l y n F l i t t o n c l a i m s t h a t he was o n l y t he p u b l i s h e r 
u n t i l 1879, when he began t o e d i t R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s Canad i an M o n t h l y . 
The Canadi an M o n t h l y r e c e i ves d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s i n R o b e r t L. 
M c D o u g a l l ' s d i s s e r t a t i o n , "A S t u d y o f Canad i an P e r i o d i c a l L i t e r a t u r e 
o f t he N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y " ( D i s s . T o r o n t o 1 950 ) , i n Roy D a n i e l l s ' s 
c h a p t e r on " C o n f e d e r a t i o n t o t h e F i r s t W o r l d Wa r , " i n t h e L i t e r a r y  
H i s t o r y o f Canada ( e d . C a r l F. K l i n c k [ T o r o n t o : U n i v e r s i t y o f 
T o r o n t o P r e s s , 1967] pp . 1 9 1 - 2 0 7 ) , and i n M a r i l y n F l i t t o n ' s 
I ndex t o t he Canad i an M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l Rev iew and R o s e - B e l -
f o r d ' s Canadi an M o n t h l y ( T o r o n t o : B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l S o c i e t y o f 
Canada, 1976) . 

Cahad i ah Rev i ew and L i t e r a r y and Hi s t o r i c a l J o u r n a l . A l s o c a l l e d 
Canad i an Rev i ew and Magaz i ne . 
E d i t e d by D a v i d C h i s h o l m e . 
P u b l i s h e d by H. A. Cunningham. 
M o n t r e a l . 
v o l . 1 no . 1-5, J u l y 1824 - Sep tember 1826. 

Founded by D a v i d C h i s h o l m e t o r i v a l t h e Canad i an Magaz i ne and 
L i t e r a r y R e p o s i t o r y a f t e r he had d i s a s s o c i a t e d h i m s e l f f r o m 
t h e l a t t e r , t h e Canad i an Rev iew l a s t e d f o r o n l y f i v e , i r r e g u l a r l y 
p u b l i s h e d numbers. In s t y l e i t was s i m i l a r t o the Canad ian  
M a g a z i n e , p u b l i s h i n g a number o f s t o r i e s and poems by Canad i an 
a u t h o r s , i n a d d i t i o n t o i n f o r m a t i v e and p o l e m i c a l e s s a y s . 



Canad i an S p e c t a t o r . 
E d i t e d by Rev. A. J . B r a y . 
P u b l i s h e d by t h e Canad i an S p e c t a t o r Company. 
W e e k l y , M o n t r e a l . 
v o l . 1, 5 J a n u a r y - 2 8 December 1878. 

A w e e k l y d i g e s t o f c u r r e n t news and a r t i c l e s e m p h a s i z i n g t h e o l o g y , 
t he Canad i an S p e c t a t o r a l s o p u b l i s h e d l e v e l - h e a d e d r e v i e w s o f 
p o p u l a r f i c t i o n , m o s t l y Ame r i c an i n o r i g i n . 

C a n a d i a n a ; A C o l l e c t i o n o f Canad i an Notes p u b l i s h e d m o n t h l y . 
E d i t e d by W. J . W h i t e . 
P u b l i s h e d by G a z e t t e P r i n t i n g Company. 
M o n t h l y , M o n t r e a l . 
v o l . 1-2, J a n u a r y 1889-December 1890. 

E d i t e d by t he V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ( l a t e r P r e s i d e n t ) o f the M o n t r e a l 
S o c i e t y f o r H i s t o r i c a l S t u d i e s , C a n a d i a n a ' s main f o c u s was 
Canad ian h i s t o r y , w i t h some i n t e r e s t i n h i s t o r i c a l f i c t i o n . 

C o l o n i a l P r o t e s t a n t ; and J o u r n a l o f L i t e r a t u r e and S c i e n c e . 
E d i t e d by Rev. W. T a y l o r and Rev., J . M. Cramp. 
P u b l i s h e d by R o l l p C a m p b e l l . 
M o n t h l y , M o n t r e a l . 
v o l . 1-2, J a n u a r y 1848-March 1849. 

D e d i c a t e d t o t h e e x t e r m i n a t i o n o f Romanism, t h i s v ehemen t l y 
P r o t e s t a n t j o u r n a l d e f i n e d " l i t e r a t u r e " as t h e o l o g i c a l w r i t i n g . 

Domin ion Annua l R e g i s t e r and Rev iew. 
E d i t e d by Henry J . Morgan. 
P u b l i s h e d by MacLean Roge r , 1879 -80 ; L o v e l l , 1881; H u n t e r Ro se , 
1882 -85 ; S e n e c a l 1886. 
A n n u a l l y . O t t a w a , 1878 -80 ; M o n t r e a l , 1881, 1886; T o r o n t o , 1882-85 . 
8 v o l s . , 1878-86. 

A l t h o u g h the Domin ion Annua l R e g i s t e r was m a i n l y a summary o f 
p o l i t i c a l and s t a t i s t i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n , each volume f r om 1879 t o 
1886 c o n t a i n e d a " R e v i e w o f L i t e r a t u r e , ^ - ' S c i e n c e and A r t " w h i c h 
s u p p l i e s v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n abou t books p u b l i s h e d t h a t y e a r . 
The f i r s t o f t h e s e was by John George B o u r i n o t ; s ub sequen t a u t h o r s 
r ema in anonymous, b u t t he t i t l e page f o r each volume s u g g e s t s t h a t 
l i k e l y c a n d i d a t e s i n c l u d e John Reade, G. M e r c e r Adam and C h a r l e s 
G. D. R o b e r t s . 



Domin ion I l l u s t r a t e d . 
E d i t e d by John T a l o n - L e s p e r a n c e , 1 888 - 89 ; J ohn Reade, 1 889 - 91 ; 
J . P. Edwards , 1892 -95 . 
P u b l i s h e d by George D e s b a r a t s . 
M o n t r e a l . 
W e e k l y , v o l . 1-7, 1 J u l y 1888 - 26 December 1891. M o n t h l y , new 
s e r i e s , v o l . 1 -3, F e b r u a r y 1 892 - 1895 . 

M o n t r e a l ' s m a j o r E n g l i s h p e r i o d i c a l d u r i n g t he l a t e 1 8 8 0 ' s and 
e a r l y 1 8 9 0 ' s , the Domin ion I l l u s t r a t e d was c o l o u r e d by an e a r n e s t 
s en se o f n a t i o n a l i s m w h i c h was e s t a b l i s h e d by i t s f i r s t e d i t o r 
and m a i n t a i n e d by h i s s u c c e s s o r s . Among t he l e a d i n g a u t h o r s 
p u b l i s h e d were C h a r l e s G. D. R o b e r t s , A r c h i b a l d MacMechan, B l i s s 
Carman, George S t e w a r t , James M. LeMo ine and P a u l i n e J o h n s o n , 
whose f i c t i o n , s k e t c h e s and s e r i o u s a r t i c l e s p r o v i d e a good summary 
o f c o n t e m p o r a r y l i t e r a r y c o n c e r n s . 

H a l i f a x M o n t h l y M a g a z i n e . 
E d i t e d by John Spar row Thompson. 
P u b l i s h e d by J . S. C u n a b e l l . 
M o n t h l y , H a l i f a x , 
v o l . 1 -3 , June 1 8 3 0 - J a n u a r y 1833. 

O f t e n p o l i t i c a l i n i n t e r e s t , t h i s m a g a z i n e ' s c o n t e n t s appea r 
t o have been l a r g e l y o r i g i n a l . W h i l e t h e H a l i f a x M o n t h l y Magaz ine 
payed c l o s e a t t e n t i o n t o l o c a l c u r r e n t e v e n t s , i t s f i c t i o n and 
p o e t r y b e a r l i t t l e r e l a t i o n t o Nova S c o t i a o r Canada. 

H a r p ; A Magaz i ne o f G e n e r a l L i t e r a t u r e . 
E d i t o r u n i d e n t i f i e d . 
P u b l i s h e d ' b y G i l l i e s C a l l a h a n . 
M o n t h l y , M o n t r e a l . 
v o l . 1 -7, .May 1 8 7 4 - O c t o b e r 1882. 

No t a " m a g a z i n e o f g e n e r a l l i t e r a t u r e , " b u t t he v o i c e o f M o n t r e a l ' s 
I r i s h C a t h o l i c commun i ty , t h e H a r p ' s f i c t i o n and g e n e r a l o r i e n t a t i o n 
was r e s o l u t e l y I r i s h , w i t h l i t t l e i n t e r e s t i n Canada. 
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Lake M a g a z i n e . 
Founded by D. K. Mason. 
P u b l i s h e r u n i d e n t i f i e d . 
M o n t h l y , T o r o n t o . 
v o l . 1, no. 1-7, Augu s t 1 8 9 2 - F e b r u a r y 1893. 

N a t i o n a l i s t i c and i m p e r i a l i s t i c , t he Lake p u b l i s h e d i n t e r e s t i n g 
a r t i c l e s on t h e f e m a l e s u f f r a g e q u e s t i o n , p o l i t i c s , and r e l i g i o n , 
as w e l l as good s h o r t f i c t i o n . 

L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d and B r i t i s h N o r t h Ame r i c an M a g a z i n e ; A M o n t h l y 
R e p o s i t o r y o f T a l e s , S k e t c h e s , P o e t r y , M u s i c , e t c . 
E d i t e d by John G i b s o n , a s s i s t e d i n l a t e r vo lumes by M r s . E. L. 
C u s h i n g . 
P u b l i s h e d by John L o v e l l . 
M o n t h l y , M o n t r e a l . 
v o l . 1-4, December 1838-November 1842; new s e r i e s v o l . 1 - 9 , 
J a n u a r y 1843-December 1851. 

The most i m p o r t a n t and i n f l u e n t i a l l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l o f the 
1 8 4 0 ' s , t he L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d f o s t e r e d a t a s t e f o r g e n t e e l , p o l i t e 
f i c t i o n and p o e t r y , w r i t t e n i n an o r namen ta l s t y l e , and r e f l e c t i n g 
v e r y l i t t l e o f c o n t e m p o r a r y Canad ian l i f e . Among i t s m a j o r a u t h o r s 
were Susanna Mood i e , Rosanna L e p r o h o n , Mrs . E. L. C u s h i n g and 
Mr s . H. V. Cheney. R o b e r t McDouga l l d i s c u s s e s t he G a r l a n d i n 
h i s " S t u d y o f Canad i an P e r i o d i c a l L i t e r a t u r e o f the N i n e t e e n t h 
C e n t u r y " ( D i s s . T o r o n t o 1950 ) , and Mary Markham Brown has p u b l i s h e d 
an I ndex t o t he L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d ( T o r o n t o : B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l S o c i e t y 
o f Canada, 1962 ) . 

Map l e L e a f ; a J u v e n i l e M o n t h l y M a g a z i n e . 
E d i t e d and p u b l i s h e d by R o b e r t W. L a y , 1852 - 53 ; t a k e n o v e r by 
h i s w idow, March 1853. 
M o n t h l y , M o n t r e a l . 
v o l . 1-4, J u l y 1852-December 1854. 

C o n d e s c e n d i n g and d i d a c t i c , t he Map le L e a f p u b l i s h e d f i c t i o n 
and a r t i c l e s by Susanna Mood i e , C a t h a r i n e P a r r T r a i l l , and o t h e r 
w r i t e r s who r ema in anonymous. In t one i t r e s emb le s a j u v e n i l e 
e x t e n s i o n o f t h e L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d . I t was f o u n d e d by R o b e r t 
L a y , who had a i d e d i n t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f the Snow Drop , when 
t he p r o p r i e t o r s o f the Show Drop d e c i d e d t h e y no l o n g e r needed 
L a y ' s a s s i s t a n c e . 



409 

Map le L e a f ; o r , Canad i an A n n u a l . 
E d i t e d by Rev. Dr. John M c C a u l . 
P u b l i s h e d by Henry R o w s e l l . 
A n n u a l l y , T o r o n t o , 
v o l . 1 -3, 1847-49. 

Because r e a d e r s o f t he f i r s t volume o f t h e Maple L e a f d e p l o r e d 
i t s l a c k o f C a n a d i a n c o n t e n t , t he s e cond a t t e m p t e d t o amend 
t h i s e r r o r by i n c l u d i n g m a t e r i a l p r a i s i n g T o r o n t o . Some o f i t s 
anonymous and pseudononymous w r i t e r s have been i d e n t i f i e d by 
p e n c i l l e d n o t e s i n the marg i n s o f the vo lumes h e l d by t he L i b r a r y 
o f t he U n i v e r s i t y o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . 

M a r i t i m e M o n t h l y . A Magaz i ne o f L i t e r a t u r e , S c i e n c e and A r t . 
E d i t e d by H. L. S p e n c e r . 
P u b l i s h e d by A. & W. M a c k i n l a y ( H a l i f a x ) , J . & A. M c M i l l a n ( S a i n t 
J o h n ) , Dawson B r o s . ( M o n t r e a l ) . 
M o n t h l y , H a l i f a x , S a i n t John and M o n t r e a l . 
v o l . 1 -5, J a n u a r y 1873 - June 1875. 

T h i s p o s t - C o n f e d e r a t i o n p e r i o d i c a l was d e s i g n e d t o a c q u a i n t 
t he v a r i o u s r e g i o n s o f Canada w i t h each o t h e r , p r e s e n t i n g d e s ­
c r i p t i v e s k e t c h e s , h i s t o r i c a l e s s a y s , p o e t r y , and l i t t l e f i c t i o n . 
O f e s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t a r e t h e c c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f Rev. M. Harvey o f 
Sa'.int J o h n ' s , who p u b l i s h e d many s k e t c h e s and s t o r i e s o f New­
f o u n d l a n d l i f e i n t h e M a r i t i m e M o n t h l y . 

M a s s e y ' s M a g a z i n e . 
E d i t e d by H a r t Massey ( ? ) 
P u b l i s h e d by H a r t Massey. 
M o n t h l y , T o r o n t o . 
v o l . 1 -3 , J a n u a r y 1896 -June 1897. 

T h i s r e g r e t t a b l y s h o r t - l i v e d p e r i o d i c a l r e s e m b l e d - a ' . popu l a r , 
i l l u s t r a t e d ^ v e r s i l o h . V / f o f The Week. D u r i n g the e i g h t e e n months 
o f i t s e x i s t e n c e i t p u b l i s h e d f o u r s h o r t s t o r i e s by Duncan Campbe l l 
S c o t t , b e f o r e i t was a b s o r b e d by the Canad i an Magaz i ne i n 1897. 

M o n t h l y Rev i ew; d e v o t e d t o the C i v i l Government o f Canada. 
E d i t e d by John Waudby. 
P u b l i s h e r u n i d e n t i f i e d . 
M o n t h l y , T o r o n t o . 
v o l . 1, J a n u a r y - J u n e 1841. 
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A c c o r d i n g t o A r t h u r C o l q u h o u n , the M o n t h l y Rev iew "was o r i g i n a l l y 
p r o j e c t e d i n K i n g s t o n , b u t p r i n t e d i n T o r o n t o , i n 1841. I t 
was e d i t e d by Dr. John Waudby, a p o l i t i c a l p a m p h l e t e e r and 
j o u r n a l i s t o f t h a t day , b u t i t was r e a l l y t he o rgan o f L o r d 
Sydenham, who wanted h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n a l v i ews expounded and 
d e f e n d e d . When he pa s sed away, t he magaz ine d i s a p p e a r e d " ( "A 
C e n t u r y o f Canad i an M a g a z i n e s , " CM, 1 7 ' [ J u n e 1 9 0 1 ] , 1 46 ) . I t s 
p r i m a r y l i t e r a r y a c h i e v e m e n t was t he p u b l i c a t i o n o f an anonymous 
a r t i c l e t i t l e d "The L i t e r a t u r e o f a New C o u n t r y . " 

New Domin ion M o n t h l y . 
E d i t e d by John D o u g a l l . 
P u b l i s h e d by John D o u g a l l & Son. 
M o n t h l y , M o n t r e a l . 
v o l . l - [ 2 5 ] , O c t o b e r 1 8 6 7 - J a n u a r y 1879. No volume number ing a f t e r 
v o l . 4. 

Founded on t he wave o f p o s t - C o n f e d e r a t i o n n a t i o n a l i s m , t he New  
Domin ion M o n t h l y began as an u n r e m a r k a b l e p o p u l a r magaz ine b u t 
i m p r o v e d as . i t a t t r a c t e d i m p o r t a n t Canad i an w r i t e r s l i k e J . G. 
B o u r i n o t and J . M. L eMo i ne . In t h e e a r l y 1 870 ' s i t - j S l o w l y changed 
f r om a n a t i o n a l t o a l a d i e s ' m a g a z i n e , b u t i t was s t i l l u nab l e 
t o s u r v i v e t h e economic d e p r e s s i o n o f t h e l a t e 1 8 7 0 ' s . 

Nova S c o t i a Magaz i ne and Comprehens i ve Rev iew o f L i t e r a t u r e , 
P o l i t i c s and News. 
E d i t e d by Rev. W i l l i a m C o c h r a n , then by Jo seph Howe. 
P u b l i s h e d by J o s eph Howe. 
M o n t h l y , H a l i f a x . 
v o l . 1 -5, J u l y 1789-March 1792. 

The f i r s t Canad ian l i t e r a r y p e r i o d i c a l , t h e Nova S c o t i a Magaz ine 
r e l i e d h e a v i l y on s e l e c t i o n s f r o m B r i t i s h books and p e r i o d i c a l s , 
and was o v e r t l y L o y a l i s t i n i t s a t t e n t i o n t o B r i t i s h p o l i t i c s . 
I t p u b l i s h e d some l o c a l p o e t r y , and e s s a y s , b u t showed l i t t l e 
i n t e r e s t i n f i c t i o n . 

P r i n c e Edward I s l a n d M a g a z i n e . 
E d i t e d and p u b l i s h e d by A r c h i b a l d I r w i n . 
M o n t h l y , C h a r l o t t e t o w n . 
v o l . 1-7, March 1 8 9 9 - J a n u a r y 1905. 
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Ve ry l o c a l i n o r i e n t a t i o n , t h i s magaz ine p r e s e n t s a d e l i g h t f u l 
p i c t u r e o f t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y P r i n c e Edward I s l a n d l i f e and 
c u l t u r e . I t s book r e v i e w . c o l u m n s f o l l o w e d t he c a r e e r s o f G i l b e r t 
P a r k e r and C h a r l e s G. D. R o b e r t s . 

P r o v i n c i a l ; o r , H a l i f a x M o n t h l y M a g a z i n e . 
E d i t e d by Mary Jane Katzmann. 
P u b l i s h e d by James Bowes >&"• Sons . 
M o n t h l y , H a l i f a x . 
v o l . 1 -2, J a n u a r y 1852-December 1853. 

I n t e l l i g e n t l y w r i t t e n , t he P r o v i n c i a l p u b l i s h e d work by l e a d i n g 
c on tempo ra r y M a r i t i m e w r i t e r s b u t c o u l d n o t a t t r a c t enough s u b ­
s c r i b e r s t o s u r v i v e . See George L. P a r k e r , " L i t e r a r y J o u r n a l i s m 
B e f o r e C o n f e d e r a t i o n , " Canad ian L i t e r a t u r e , No. 68/69 ( S p r i n g / 
Summer 1976 ) , p. 9 1 . 

R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s Canad i an M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l Rev i ew. 
E d i t e d by George S t e w a r t , J r . , 1878; s u c c e e d e d by Graeme M e r c e r 
Adam, 1879-82. 
P u b l i s h e d by B e l f o r d . B r 
M o n t h l y , T o r o n t o . 
v o l . 1-8, J u l y 1878 - June 1882. 

Formed by t he m e r g i n g o f t he Canad i an M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l Rev iew 
w i t h B e l f o r d ' s M o n t h l y M a g a z i n e , R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s a imed f o r a 
w i d e p o p u l a r a u d i e n c e . S l i c k e r t h a n i t s p r e d e c e s s o r s , i t i n c l u d e d 
more i l l u s t r a t i o n s , m o d i f i e d t he p o l i t i c a l c h a r a c t e r o f t h e 
Canad i an M o n t h l y , and s e r i a l i z e d f i c t i o n by p o p u l a r A m e r i c a n 
n o v e l i s t s . I t p u b l i s h e d some l i t e r a r y c r i t i c i s m , i n c l u d i n g a 
l e n g t h y book r e v i e w c o l u m n ; i t s Canad ian c o n t e n t s t r e s s e d i n f o r m a t i v e 
e s s a y s and l i g h t f i c t i o n . See M a r i l y F l i t t o n , I ndex t o t h e Canad i an  
M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l Rev iew and R o s e - B e l f o r d ' s Canadi an M o n t h l y 
( T o r o n t o : B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l S o c i e t y o f Canada, 1976 ) . 

S a t u r d a y Reade r . Sometimes c a l l e d 1 1 1 u s t r a t e d S a t u r d a y Reade r . 
E d i t o r u n i d e n t i f i e d . 
P u b l i s h e d by W. B. C o r d i e r , v o l . 1-2; s u c c e e d e d by R. W o r t h i n g t o n . 
W e e k l y , M o n t r e a l . 
v o l . 1-4, September 1865 -Augus t 1867. 
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D e s p i t e i t s announcement t h a t i t w o u l d c o n f i n e i t s e l f " c h i e f l y 
t o t h e r e p r o d u c t i o n o f t he works o f B r i t i s h a u t h o r s o f r e p u t e , " 
t h e S a t u r d a y Reade r p a i d c o n s i d e r a b l e t o Canad i an l i t e r a t u r e ; , i t 
p u b l i s h e d p o e t r y by Rosanna L e p r o h o n , r po se by Mrs . J . V. N o e l , 
and r e v i e w s o f A n t o i n e t t e de M i r e c o u r t , t he f i r s t volume o f 
L e M o i n e ' s Map le L e a v e s , H e a v y s e g e ' s The A d v o c a t e , and many o f 
t h e books p u b l i s h e d by Dawson, i n M o n t r e a l . 

Snow Drop ; o r , J u v e n i l e M a g a z i n e . 
E d i t e d by M r s . E. L. C u s h i n g and M r s . H. V. Cheney. 
P u b l i s h e d by L o v e l l G i b s o n , v o l . 1-4; new s e r i e s v o l . ' 1 p u b l i s h e d 
by R o b e r t L a y ; s u c c e e d e d by James Armour. 
M o n t h l y , M o n t r e a l . 
v o l . 1-4, A p r i l 1847-June 1850; new s e r i e s v o l . 1 -5, J u l y 1850 -
June 1853. 

P r e d e c e s s o r o f t he Map le L e a f , t h e Show Drop s e t t h e m o r a l i s t i c , 
d i d a c t i c t o n e w h i c h was c o n t i n u e d i n the Maple L e a f . The Canad ian 
a u t h o r s o f i t s s t o r i e s and i n f o r m a t i v e a r t i c l e s r ema in anonymous; 
i t s s e l e c t e d m a t e r i a l was f r e q u e n t l y drawn f r o m Chambers ' E d i n b u r g h  
J o u r n a l . E d i t e d by two o f the L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d ' s m a j o r c o n t r i b u t o r s , 
i t r e s emb le s a j u v e n i l e v e r s i o n o f t he G a r l a n d . 

S t e w a r t ' s L i t e r a r y Q u a r t e r l y M a g a z i n e , d e v o t e d t o L i g h t and 
E n t e r t a i n i n g L i t e r a t u r e . Sometimes c a l l e d S t e w a r t ' s Q u a r t e r l y 
o r S t e w a r t ' s Q u a r t e r l y M a g a z i n e . 
E d i t e d by George S t e w a r t , J r . 
P u b l i s h e d by George James Chubb. 
Q u a r t e r l y , S a i n t J o h n . 
v o l . 1 -5 , A p r i l 1 8 6 7 - O c t o b e r 1872. 

The m a j o r p o s t - C o n f e d e r a t i o n p e r i o d i c a l o f t h e M a r i t i m e s , S t e w a r t ' s 
a n t i c i p a t e d t he i n t e l l i g e n t tone and n a t i o n a l o r i e n t a t i o n o f t h e 
Canad i an M o n t h l y and N a t i o n a l Rev iew. I t p a i d c o n s i d e r a b l e 
a t t e n t i o n t o Canad i an p o e t r y and f i c t i o n , r e v i e w i n g Canad ian b o o k s , 
and p u b l i s h i n g s t o r i e s by John George B o u r i n o t and a r t i c l e s 
by James LeMo ine . F o r a d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t o f t he m a g a z i n e ' s 
p u b l i s h i n g h i s t o r y and d e s c r i p t i o n s o f i t s c o n t r i b u t o r s , s ee 
George S t e w a r t , "The H i s t o r y o f a M a g a z i n e , " DJ_, s e r . 2 , 1 (Aug. 
1 8 9 2 ) , 400 -08 . 



V i c t o r i a Magaz i ne . A Cheap P e r i o d i c a l f o r the Canad ian P e o p l e . 
E d i t e d by Susanna and J . W. Dunbar Mood i e . 
P u b l i s h e d by J o s eph W i l s o n . 
M o n t h l y , B e l l e v i l l e . 
v o l . 1, September 1847 -Augus t 1848. 

C l o s e l y r e s e m b l i n g t h e L i t e r a r y G a r l a n d i n t a s t e and s t y l e , the 
V i c t o r i a Magaz ine was c o n d u c t e d by t he Moodies t o h e l p c i v i l i z e 
r u r a l Canada by c u l t i v a t i n g a t a s t e f o r p o l i t e , g e n t e e l l i t e r a t u r e . 
The magaz ine has been r e p r i n t e d , w i t h an i n t r o d u c t i o n by W i l l i a m 
H. New, by t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a L i b r a r y ( 1 9 6 8 ) . 

Week; A Canad ian J o u r n a l o f P o l i t i c s , S o c i e t y and L i t e r a t u r e . 
E d i t e d by C h a r l e s G. D. R o b e r t s , 1883 -84 ; s u c c e s s o r u n i d e n t i f i e d . 
P u b l i s h e d by C. B l a c k e t t R o b i n s o n . 
W e e k l y , T o r o n t o . 
v o l . 1 -13 , 6 December 1883 - 2 0 November 1896. 

U n d o u b t e d l y t h e most i m p o r t a n t Canad ian p e r i o d i c a l o f t he 1880 ' s 
and 1 8 9 0 ' s , The Week p r o v i d e d a f o rum f o r Canad ian p o l i t i c a l and 
l i t e r a r y a rgument , p u b l i s h i n g t h e o p i n i o n s o f S a r a J e a n n e t t e 
Duncan, Graeme M e r c e r Adam and G o l d w i n S m i t h , among o t h e r s . 
I t a l s o p u b l i s h e d and r e v i e w e d t he p o e t r y o f A r c h i b a l d Lampman, 
Duncan Campbe l l S c o t t , and W i l l i a m W i l f r e d C a m p b e l l . C l aude T. 
B i s s e l l d i s c u s s e s t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f The Week t o l a t e V i c t o r i a n 
C a n a d a ' s i n t e l l e c t u a l deve l opmen t i n h i s a r t i c l e t i t l e d " L i t e r a r y 
T a s t e i n C e n t r a l Canada D u r i n g the L a t e N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y , " 
Canad i an H i s t o r i c a l Rev i ew, 31 ( S e p t . 1 950 ) , 2 37 - 251 . R p t . i n 
T w e n t i e t h C e n t u r y E s say s on C o n f e d e r a t i o n L i t e r a t u r e , , e d . L o r r a i n e 
McMu l l en ( O t t a w a : Tecumseh P r e s s , 1 976 ) . 


