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ABSTRACT 

This study provides a d e s c r i p t i o n and a n a l y s i s of 
the K a s i n i , a small group of northern Athapaskan Indians. 
Though i t presents a considerable body of ethnographic m a t e r i a l 
from a p r e v i o u s l y unstudied area, i t s main concern i s to 
e l u c i d a t e a form of o r g a n i z a t i o n that p r e v a i l e d , between 
1900-195Q, i n the southeastern Yukon. K a s i n i s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s 
were subject to change and the general character of s o c i a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n was not p r e d i c a t e d on a f i x e d normative order. 
A c c o r d i n g l y , I have focused on i n d i v i d u a l experience and 
emphasized the emergent q u a l i t y of s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s i n p a r t i c u l a r 
contexts i n s t e a d of assuming a f i x e d i n s t i t u t i o n a l framework 
and attempting to understand the order of K a s i n i s o c i a l l i f e i n 
i t s terms. • 

This study seeks to d i s c o v e r the reasons f o r changes 
i n K a s i n i r e l a t i o n s , the means they had f o r r e c o g n i z i n g changed 
r e l a t i o n s , and the methods used to p o r t r a y d i f f e r e n t k inds of 
r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

S o c i a l r e l a t i o n s are examined from the pe r s p e c t i v e 
of a c t i v i t i e s and i d e a s . Chapters three and f o u r describe 
resources used by K a s i n i and o u t l i n e the annual "sequence of 
a c t i v i t y r e s u l t i n g from t h e i r e x p l o i t a t i o n . This provides the 
s i n g l e most demanding framework governing K a s i n i behavior and 
the d e s c r i p t i o n r e v e a l s that K a s i n i were subject to frequent 
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group r e a l i g n m e n t , and t h a t r e l a t i v e a b i l i t y i n the food quest 

was a c r i t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a l l c o m e s t i c 

g r o u p s . Chapters f i v e and s i x d i s c u s s c e r t a i n fundamental 

K a s i n i i d e a s and show how the s e pervade K a s i n i c u l t u r e and 

p r o v i d e a b a s e - l i n e f o r K a s i n i r e c o g n i t i o n o f r e l a t i o n s h i p i n 

d i f f e r e n t c o n t e x t s . 

The remainder o f the s t u d y i s an attemot to u n d e r s t a n d 

c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f K a s i n i s o c i a l l i f e i n the l i g h t o f the 

frameworks o f r e s o u r c e s and i d e a s . Chapters seven and e i g h t 

examine k i n s h i p and the s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s used by peop l e who 

were i n f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t . D i f f e r e n c e s i n i n d i v i d u a l a b i l i t y 

r e l a t e t o and determine p r e f e r r e d c o m b i n a t i o n s o f xieonle w h i c h 

c o n s t i t u t e domestic g r o u p s . Evidence i s presented, to show how 

b e h a v i o r i n f l u e n c e d the use o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s and n e r c e n t i o n 

o f r e l a t i o n s h i p s . F o r i n d i v i d u a l s i n f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t , t h e r e 

was a tendency t o eirroloy s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s a c c o r d i n g to c e r t a i n 

r u l e s , w h i c h a r e d e s c r i b e d . These c o n s t i t u t e a s u b - c l a s s o^ a 

b r o a d e r s e t o f c a t e g o r i e s i n c l u d i n g t h o s e used between n e o n l e 

i n i n f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t . T h i s l a r g e r s e t i s d e s c r i b e d and the 

i n s t i t u t i o n o f m a r r i a g e i s shown t o be a p i v o t a l s t r u c t u r e , 

c r e a t i n g c r u c i a l bonds w i t h i n K a s i n i s o c i e t y a t l a r g e . 
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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose o f t h i s s t u d y i s t o d e s c r i b e and a n a l y z e 

some a s p e c t s o f the s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f an Athapaskan s p e a k i n g 

p e o p l e i n s o u t h e a s t e r n Yukon between 1900-1950. The s t u d y has 

been c o n c e i v e d w i t h i n a b r o a d e r framework o f s o c i a l and c u l t u r a l 

change and c o n s t i t u t e s an o b l i q u e p r e l u d e t o t h e contemporary 

scene i n w h i c h f i e l d work was i n t e r m i t t e n t l y c a r r i e d out between 

1967-71. The' study i s a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a way o f l i f e t h a t i s 

now o v e r . I t i s based on r e m i n i s c e n t m a t e r i a l g a t h e r e d from a 

c u l t u r a l community w h i c h , d e s p i t e e x i s t i n g e t h n o g r a p h i c u n i t s , we 

have chosen t o r e f e r t o as K a s i n i . T h i s i s a word from.the- 1 

d i a l e c t o f the p e o p l e i n q u e s t i o n and r e f e r s t o a predominant 

f e a t u r e o f the a r e a : t h e P e l l y r i v e r . 1 

The K a s i n i , a l o n g w i t h o t h e r s who p r e v i o u s l y l i v e d i n 

a d j a c e n t a r e a s , now l i v e more o r l e s s permanently i n the town of* 

Ross R i v e r w h i c h i s s i t u a t e d a t the c o n f l u e n c e o f the Ross and 

P e l l y r i v e r s (see Map 1 ) . Ross R i v e r began as a t r a d i n g p o s t i n 

1900 and i s one o f the few r e m a i n i n g s e t t l e m e n t s i n the r e g i o n 

t h a t has s u r v i v e d the d e c l i n e o f the f u r t r a d e . I n 1970 t h e 

p o p u l a t i o n o f Ross R i v e r c o n s i s t e d o f about 300 p e o p l e o f w h i c h 

200 were I n d i a n s . Almost a l l o f the White ( l a r g e l y Euro-

Canadian) p o p u l a t i o n has come t o Ross R i v e r s i n c e 1966 and t h e y 

1. Our d e c i s i o n t o i s o l a t e t h e K a s i n i i n t h i s way i s d i s c u s s e d 
i n Appendix B. 
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a r e engaged i n e i t h e r permanent wage-employment o r i n s m a l l 

b u s i n e s s o f t h e i r own. The I n d i a n p o p u l a t i o n has been a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h Ross R i v e r s i n c e i t s i n c e p t i o n and i t c o n s i s t s o f t h r e e 

g e n e r a l a g g r e g a t e s o f p e o p l e d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e i n terms o f f o u r , 

s o c i a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t c r i t e r i a : t e r r i t o r y h a b i t u a l l y used f o r 

h u n t i n g , t e r r i t o r y i n h a b i t e d p r i o r t o t h e d e c l i n e o f t h e f u r 

t r a d e , d i a l e c t , and c e r t a i n customs and s o c i a l arrangements. The 

K a s i n i c o n s t i t u t e t h e l a r g e s t o f the t h r e e a g g r e g a t e s and t o t a l 

153 i n d i v i d u a l s . 

The contemporary c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f K a s i n i l i f e a r e q u i t e 

d i f f e r e n t from t h o s e we d e s c r i b e i n t h e p r e s e n t s t u d y . However, 

t h e y do c o n s t i t u t e t h e e m p i r i c a l base l i n e and s t i m u l u s f o r 

p u r s u i n g p a r t i c u l a r l i n e s o f e n q u i r y . T h e r e f o r e , b e f o r e d i s c u s s i n g 

t h e main problem t o w h i c h t h i s s tudy i s a d d r e s s e d we would l i k e t o 

o u t l i n e some o f t h e r e c e n t h i s t o r i c a l e v e n t s w h i c h preceded o u r 

e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h t h e K a s i n i and b r i e f l y d e s c r i b e t h e c o n d i t i o n s 

o f r e s e a r c h . 

Recent H i s t o r y : 1945-1974 

l i k e most o t h e r I n d i a n p e o p l e o f the Canadian s u b a r c t i c 

t h e K a s i n i have undergone two major changes i n t h e i r mode o f 

s u b s i s t e n c e s i n c e t h e i r i n i t i a l c o n t a c t w i t h t h e "Whiteman". The 

f i r s t o f t h e s e i n v o l v e d a s h i f t from h u n t i n g and g a t h e r i n g to 

h u n t i n g and t r a p p i n g w i t h a g r a d u a l economic commitment t o 

v a r i o u s t o o l s and manufactured i t e m s a c q u i r e d i n exchange f o r 

f u r s . . T h i s phase, w h i c h p r o p e r l y began f o r t h e K a s i n i around 

1900, i n v o l v e d an i n t e r n a l and l a r g e l y v o l u n t a r y r e d e f i n i t i o n o f 

r e s o u r c e s and r e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f a c t i v i t i e s . The second phase, 
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which, has "been c a l l e d the "government-commercial e r a " , began w i t h 

t h e d e c l i n e o f t h e f u r t r a d e a f t e r 1945 and i n v o l v e d an i n c r e a s e d 

dependence on wage employment and t h e d i r e c t i n t e r v e n t i o n by 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s i n such t h i n g s as e d u c a t i o n , cash s u b s i d i e s , 

the p r o v i s i o n o f h o u s i n g i n v i l l a g e s e t t l e m e n t s , and law e n f o r c e 

ment (Helm, 1971). 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the A l a s k a highway d u r i n g the 

second w o r l d war has dwarfed i n s i g n i f i c a n c e and fame most 

o t h e r e v e n t s i n t h e r e c e n t h i s t o r y o f the Yukon. However, 

a n o t h e r l e s s w e l l known p r o j e c t u n d e r t a k e n a t the time was an 

o i l p i p e l i n e and s e r v i c i n g r o a d t h a t t r a v e r s e d the P e l l y r i v e r 

r e g i o n and extended from t h e Mackenzie r i v e r i n the n o r t h t o 

Johnson G r o s s i n g on t h e A l a s k a highway t o t h e s o u t h . A l t h o u g h 

u sed o n l y b r i e f l y f o r the purpose f o r w h i c h i t was c o n s t r u c t e d , 

t h e Canol r o a d , as i t i s c a l l e d , p a s s e d d i r e c t l y t h r o u g h t h e 

tov/n o f Ross R i v e r and i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n marked the b e g i n n i n g o f 

a v a s t l y i n c r e a s e d r a t e o f i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d from o u t s i d e the 

r e g i o n . An o f f i c i a l o f the Department o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s v i s i t e d 

Ross R i v e r i n 1949, a C a t h o l i c m i s s i o n was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1950, 

and by 1952 a few c h i l d r e n were b e i n g f l o w n out t o a t t e n d 

r e s i d e n t i a l s c h o o l s a t W h i tehorse and. C a r c r o s s . I n a d d i t i o n 

t h e f u r market began t o d e c l i n e s h a r p l y , and e v e n t u a l l y , i n 

1957-58, the c o m b i n a t i o n o f a d e p l e t e d moose p o p u l a t i o n , i n c r e a s e d 

f r e i g h t i n g c o s t s , and r i s i n g s t o r e p r i c e s r e s u l t e d i n most o f the 

Ross R i v e r p o p u l a t i o n l e a v i n g f o r Watson l a k e , Upper L i a r d , 

T e s l i n , Carmacks o r W h i t e h o r s e i n s e a r c h o f wage employment and 

more d i r e c t a c c e s s t o government a s s i s t a n c e . By t h e e a r l y 1960's, 





5 

however, rumours of summer employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s w i t h b i g 
game hunters and mineral e x p l o r a t i o n companies a t t r a c t e d many 
of these emigrants back-to Ross R i v e r again. . 

Between 1960-65 there was no p a r t i c u l a r inducement 
beyond'the a t t r a c t i o n s and d i s t r a c t i o n s of s o c i a b i l i t y that 
encouraged the K a s i n i to adopt a sedentary existence around the 
Ross Ri v e r post. Summer wages, government pensions and cash 
allowances d i d l i t t l e more than pay o f f debts i n the store and 
make a person's c r e d i t good i n the f o l l o w i n g months. They were 
i n s u f f i c i e n t to allow everyone to l i v e e n t i r e l y from store bought 
goods during the w i n t e r . Consequently most K a s i n i l i v e d i n the 
bush throughout the w i n t e r and attempted to supplement t h e i r food 
s u p p l i e s by hunting. 

Thus the K a s i n i mode of production became one of w i n t e r 
hunting and summer wage employment. In a d d i t i o n there were 
government s u b s i d i e s f o r c h i l d r e n , e l d e r l y , the d i s a b l e d and 
unmarried mothers. Trapping was no longer the most s i g n i f i c a n t 
means whereby food and c l o t h i n g could be obtained from the s t o r e : 
i t became a source of supplementary income whereby a person's 
supply of tobacco, d r i e d f r u i t s , e t c . , could be ensured through
out the w i n t e r months. 

To accommodate the growing i n t e r e s t i n the mineral 
p o t e n t i a l of the area a p u b l i c road was constructed i n 1964 
which l i n k e d Ross R i v e r to Watson l a k e . This road coincided 
w i t h the excitement created by the discovery of a r i c h ore 
deposit about 40 miles down r i v e r from Ross R i v e r . By 1966 
i t was known that a mine'was to be b u i l t there and c o n s t r u c t i o n 
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w o r k e r s , some w i t h t h e i r f a m i l i e s and m o b i l e homes, began t o 

move i n t o t h e a r e a and a few o f t h e s e have s i n c e become 

permanent r e s i d e n t s o f the town. E v e n t u a l l y t h e r o a d t h a t began 

i n Watson Lake was pushed t h r o u g h t o Carmacks and by d o i n g so 

p l a c e d Ross R i v e r and the new m i n i n g town o f Faro on a 

c o n t i n u o u s a l l - s e a s o n t h o r o u g h f a r e . 

A t t e n d a n t t o t h i s sudden a c c e s s i b i l i t y Ross R i v e r 

e x p e r i e n c e d a s m a l l "boom" and i n f a i r l y q u i c k o r d e r a garage, 

m o t e l , beer p a r l o u r , c a f e , t r a i l e r c o u r t , p o l i c e s t a t i o n , s c h o o l , 

h e a l t h c l i n i c and r o a d maintenance s t a t i o n were e s t a b l i s h e d and 

a number o f houses were c o n s t r u c t e d f o r the newly a r r i v e d White 

r e s i d e n t s . I n a d d i t i o n t h e t r a p p i n g p o s t was r e b u i l t and became 

known as a "department s t o r e " . 

T h i s r a p i d growth o f Ross R i v e r t h r o u g h th e i n f l u x o f 

White e n t r e p r e n e u r s and government a g e n c i e s d i d l i t t l e t o w i den 

t h e s o u r c e s o f income f o r I n d i a n s . What i t d i d do was p r o v i d e 

new d i v e r s i o n s upon w h i c h the- I n d i a n s c o u l d spend what cash t h e y 

were a b l e t o a c q u i r e i n the summer months. Much money w h i c h was 

p r e v i o u s l y spent on f o o d s t a p l e s and. n e c e s s a r y equipment now 

went i n t o the purchase o f b e e r , s t y l i s h c l o t h e s , g a d g e t s , and 

f o o d i n f a n c y packages. T h i s tendency was encouraged by t e e n 

a g e r s r e c e n t l y back from r e s i d e n t i a l s c h o o l whose i n t e r e s t i n 

c l o t h e s f a s h i o n s , cameras, tape r e c o r d e r s and t r a n s i s t o r r a d i o s , 

e t c . , was as g r e a t as t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s i n W h i t e h o r s e . I n 

a d d i t i o n , by e s t a b l i s h i n g a l o c a l s c h o o l i n Ross R i v e r , the 

government removed what had been a q u i t e i n d i r e c t and u n i n t e n 

t i o n a l form of economic s u p p o r t . T h i s i n v o l v e d t a k i n g c h i l d r e n 
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f r om t h e i r p a r e n t s and e d u c a t i n g them i n t h e l a r g e r e s i d e n t i a l 

s c h o o l s a t C a r c r o s s and Y/hitehorse. F o r bette'r o r worse, t h i s 

r e duced the number o f mouths t o f e e d and a l l o w e d e v e r y d o m e s t i c 

group t o remain m o b i l e t h r o u g h o u t the w i n t e r . C o nsequently 

f o r many, the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a l o c a l s c h o o l i n Ross R i v e r 

f u r t h e r f r a c t u r e d t h e s e a s o n a l l y f l u c t u a t i n g economic rhythm 

f o r i t meant t h a t somebody had t o s t a y i n town t o l o o k a f t e r 

t h e c h i l d r e n who were b e i n g s c h o o l e d . And s i n c e t h e s c h o o l y e a r 

l a s t e d from September t o June, i t a l s o meant t h a t some had g r e a t 

d i f f i c u l t y i n s u p p l e m e n t i n g t h e i r summer income by w i n t e r h u n t 

i n g . 

U l t i m a t e l y t h e s e changes d i d n o t r e s u l t i n any s e r i o u s 

d e p r i v a t i o n , f o r the government stepped i n w i t h w e l f a r e money 

and w i n t e r works p r o j e c t s . These changes, however, d i d n o t 

i n f l u e n c e everyone i n t h e same way and between 1966-71 a p a r t i a l 

s p l i t d e v e l o p e d i n the I n d i a n p o p u l a t i o n . Those who were 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r s c h o o l aged c h i l d r e n were o b l i g e d t o adapt 

d i r e c t l y t o a s u s t a i n e d s e d e n t a r y l i f e i n town, w i t h i t s a t t e n d a n t 

s e a s o n a l employment, i n a c t i v i t y , boredom, d r i n k i n g and the s c h o o l 

i n g o f c h i l d r e n . Those w i t h o u t such r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s c o u l d s t i l l 

camp i n t h e bush f o r much o f the y e a r and p a r t i c i p a t e i n , t h e i . f a m r l i a r , 

i n t i m a t e and f r e q u e n t l y v i g o r o u s e x i s t e n c e t h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e d 

l i f e i n s m a l l domestic h u n t i n g g r o u p s . F o r some, e s p e c i a l l y 

young c o u p l e s , t h e r e were r e c o g n i z e d advantages and d i s a d v a n t a g e s 

t o b o t h l i f e s t y l e s , and f r e q u e n t l y the w i n t e r was spent moving 

back and f o r t h between a bush camp and Ross R i v e r . F o r t h i s 

r e a s o n the l a n d around Ross R i v e r was a s s e s s e d p r i m a r i l y i n terms 
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o f i t s a c c e s s i b i l i t y and t h i s i n v o l v e d d o m e s t i c h u n t i n g groups 

b e i n g g e n e r a l l y s i t u a t e d w i t h i n the v i c i n i t y o f t h e e x i s t i n g 

network o f r i v e r s and r o a d s . 

G r a d u a l l y , as the c h i l d r e n o f young c o u p l e s began t o 

r e a c h s c h o o l age, f e w e r and fewer p e o p l e spent the w i n t e r o r even 

p a r t o f the w i n t e r out o f Ross R i v e r . T h i s i s c l e a r l y r e f l e c t e d 

i n Table 1.1, w h i c h shows t h a t d u r i n g September - December o f 

1967 t h e r e were 13 o f 29 h o u s e h o l d s l i v i n g out o f Ross R i v e r i n 

v a r i o u s d o m e s t i c h u n t i n g groups, whereas d u r i n g t h e same p e r i o d i n 

1974 o n l y t h r e e out o f t h i r t y t h r e e h o u s e h o l d s were d o i n g so and 

a l l were l i v i n g i n Ross R i v e r b y mid-December. 

Ta b l e 1.1, 

PROFILE OP SOME RECENT CHANGES IN THE  

L I F E STYLE OF THE INDIANS OF ROSS RIVER; 1967 and 1974 

I n d i a n Houses T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Households spending 
i n Ross R i v e r Mode p e r House S e p t - D e c . i n bush 

1967 T e n t s : 11 Dogs: 21* Bush Camp: 13** 
Houses: 18 Cars: • — Town: 16 

29 Snowmobile: 1 

1974 Tents: 1 Dogs: 5 Bush Camp: 3 
Houses: 32*** Cars: 10 Town: 36 

*A Household c r e d i t e d w i t h "dog t r a n s p o r t a t i o n " means t h a t 
i t u s ed and c a r e d f o r one o r two dog teams. A "team" 
b e i n g t h r e e t o f i v e dogs. 

**What i s i n d i c a t e d by "bush camp" i s not the number o f camps 
t h a t were formed i n t h e bush but t h e number o f Ross R i v e r 
h o u s e h o l d s whose occupants were l i v i n g i n t h e bush f o r 
t h r e e out o f the f o u r months i n q u e s t i o n . I n 1967-68 some 
Ross R i v e r homes were empty f o r n i n e months o f the y e a r ; 
whereas nobody seems t o have spent more t h a n t h r e e to f o u r 
months i n t h e bush d u r i n g 1973-74. 

***Four o f t h e s e houses a r e a r e s u l t . o f a; low. c o s t h o u s i n g p r o j e c t 
i n 1972-73* T h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n and s u p e r v i s i o n has had" 
n o t h i n g t o do w i t h I n d i a n s or. the Department o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s . 
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The f i r s t column does not a d e q u a t e l y r e f l e c t the amount 

o f c o n s t r u c t i o n t h a t has r e c e n t l y o c c u r r e d . Some o l d e r houses 

have been t o r n down, and i n f a c t o n l y n i n e o f t h o s e s t a n d i n g i n 

1967 s t i l l e x i s t ; a l l t h e r e s t have been b u i l t s i n c e t h i s t i m e . 

In. i t s e l f t h i s has r e q u i r e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and. i n 

1967 t h i s was c o m p l e t e l y i n the hands o f o f f i c i a l s from the 

Department o f I n d i a n A f f a i r s ( D I A ) . A C h i e f and C o u n c i l had 

been c r e a t e d as a p o t e n t i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t by t h e s e o f f i c i a l s 

i n 1966 but i n i t i a l l y t h o s e i n v o l v e d d i d not have the s l i g h t e s t 

i d e a what were supposed to be t h e i r d u t i e s . T h i s was p a r t l y a 

r e s u l t o f n o t h a v i n g any i d e a o f a c c o u n t i n g , o r d e r i n g m a t e r i a l s 

and p r o p e r l y a d m i n i s t e r i n g a p a y r o l l . A d d i t i o n a l l y , t h e y had n o t 

g r a s p e d th e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e i r v a s t l y changed d o m e s t i c 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s and s i m p l y assumed t h a t the p r o v i s i o n o f s h e l t e r and 

warmth, f o r i n s t a n c e , would be p r o v i d e d by i n d i v i d u a l e f f o r t . 

And i n d e e d some peopl e purchased m a t e r i a l and c o n s t r u c t e d t h e i r 

own houses. However, h o u s i n g , wood c u t t i n g c o n t r a c t s f o r w i n t e r 

f u e l , d i s p o s a l o f garbage and the p r o v i s i o n o f a d o m e s t i c w a t e r 

s u p p l y remained a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y i n the hands o f DIA o f f i c i a l s 

i n 1969. At t h i s time the Yukon N a t i v e B r o t h e r h o o d (YFB) was 

formed and v i r t u a l l y o v e r n i g h t c o u r s e s were d e v e l o p e d to t r a i n 

p e o p l e from I n d i a n communities such as Ross R i v e r t o manage t h e s e 

a f f a i r s . I n a d d i t i o n s u b s t a n t i a l s a l a r i e s were p r o v i d e d t o t h o s e 

w i l l i n g t o t a k e the t r a i n i n g and assume t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 

i n v o l v e d . 

The g e n e r a l o p i n i o n i n Ross R i v e r was t h a t those who had 

had some s c h o o l i n g and f o r m a l i n s t r u c t i o n were b e s t s u i t e d f o r the 
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t r a i n i n g and performance of these a d m i n i s t r a t i v e t a s k s . P r i o r to ' 
1969 those who had assumed these a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p o s i t i o n s averaged 
40 years of age and some of these people, a l l of whom were men, 
were e n t i r e l y i l l i t e r a t e . Between 1969-72 the s e l e c t i v e pressures 
of t r a i n i n g programs and more p r e c i s e l y defined r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
r e s u l t e d i n members of the f i r s t f u l l y l i t e r a t e generation seeking 
and g a i n i n g o f f i c e ; some of these were women. This lowered the 
average age of those i n p o s i t i o n s of Chief, Councilor and Band 
Manager to 25 years of age. Since 1974 these new incumbents, 
aside from t h e i r o f f i c i a l d u t i e s , have been l a r g e l y r e s p o n s i b l e 
f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a v i l l a g e h a l l , development of a co
operative store and s u c c e s s f u l l y b i d d i n g f o r a p u b l i c contract to 
c l e a r some land — the l a s t p r o v i d i n g work f o r about s i x men 
during w i n t e r . 

"Modes of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n " and "Sept.-Dec. spent i n bush" 
are d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d but a l s o r e f l e c t d i f f e r e n t kinds of t h i n g s . 
The t r a n s i t i o n to a mechanized form of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s , among 
other t h i n g s , i n d i c a t i v e of a s u b s t a n t i a l l y increased purchasing 
power. In December 1967 there were s i x t e e n Indian people i n 
Ross R i v e r w i t h incomes of $120-$250 per month. These people 
were d i s t r i b u t e d i n only twelve of the twenty-nine•households. 
Only f i v e of them were g a i n f u l l y employed, the r e s t were r e c e i v i n g 
v a r i o u s kinds of cash s u b s i d i e s from government agencies'.^ I n 

2", We are not i n c l u d i n g here government allowances f o r c h i l d r e n . 
The s u b s i d i e s we do take i n t o account i n v o l v e one unemployment 
insurance b e n e f i c i a r y and cash allowances to the i n d i g e n t , 
d i s a b l e d and e l d e r l y , the l a s t c o n s t i t u t i n g more than h a l f 
of the t o t a l . 
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December 1974 t h e r e were t h i r t y - f o u r w i t h incomes o f $120-$600 

p e r month. These p e o p l e were d i s t r i b u t e d i n t h i r t y o f the 

t h i r t y - t h r e e h o useholds and out o f t h e s e , t h i r t e e n were w o r k i n g 

and s i x r e c e i v i n g unemployment i n s u r a n c e b e n e f i t s . 

The i n c r e a s e i n w i n t e r income and employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

has developed l a r g e l y s i n c e 1970 and i t has a l l o w e d most p e o p l e 

t o a v o i d t h e d e b i l i t a t i n g d e b t s t h e y f o r m e r l y a c c r u e d i n t h e s t o r e 

and which t h e y a t t e m p t e d t o pay o f f i n the s h o r t season o f summer 

employment. But to the extent' t h a t t h i s has r e s u l t e d i n purc h a s e 

o f a u t o m o b i l e s and abandonment o f dogs f o r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i t a l s o 

r e f l e c t s the g r o w i n g commitment and a d a p t a t i o n t o a s e d e n t a r y 

l i f e i n Ross R i v e r . T h i s i s i n d i c a t e d i n column t h r e e o f Table 1.1. 

Cars a r e o b v i o u s l y r e s t r i c t e d i n t h e i r use t o the e x i s t i n g system 

o f r o a d s , and. w i t h o u t dogs t o a s s i s t i n t r a n s p o r t i n g n e c e s s a r y 

equipment o f f the road t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e too a r e now o b l i g e d t o 

r e s t r i c t t h e i r movements. Most o f the w i n t e r h u n t i n g now t a k e s 

p l a c e on the week-ends by c r u i s i n g up and down the r o a d i n c a r s 

i n hopes o f i n t e r c e p t i n g some moose o r c a r i b o u . — t h e h u n t e r s 

u s u a l l y r e t u r n i n g t o Ross R i v e r i n the e v e n i n g . By c o n t r a s t i n 

1967-68 domestic h u n t i n g groups were camped twenty m i l e s away 

from any road and i n d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s out o f Ross R i v e r t h e r e 

e x i s t e d c o n t i n u o u s toboggan t r a i l s o f t h i r t y , f o r t y and s i x t y 

m i l e s i n l e n g t h . 

Development o f w i n t e r employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s , b u i l d i n g 

a l o c a l s c h o o l and c o n s t r u c t i o n o f adequate accommodation a r e o n l y 

some o f the c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h have brought about a decrease i n 

m o b i l i t y and growing i n v o l v e m e n t i n t o w n ' l i f e . The y e a r s 1967 
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and 1974 r e p r e s e n t o n l y the extremes o f a f i t f u l and uneven p r o c e s s 

o f a d a p t a t i o n t h a t has i n v o l v e d v a r i o u s k i n d s o f i n f l u e n c e s . There 

has been, f o r example, a change i n the d i e t and a decrease i n t h e 

amount o f p h y s i c a l e x e r c i s e t a k e n . T h i s seems t o have r e s u l t e d i n 

an i n c r e a s i n g i n a b i l i t y t o w i t h s t a n d c o m f o r t a b l y the extreme c o l d 

and f r e q u e n t l y v i g o r o u s and s u s t a i n e d a c t i v i t y r e q u i r e d i n a 

w i n t e r camp. I n a d d i t i o n a t t i t u d e s , s e n s i t i v i t i e s and s o c i a l 

mechanisms ar e d e v e l o p i n g to accommodate a cash based economy and 

t h e s u s t a i n e d s e d e n t a r y l i f e i n Ross R i v e r . These developments 

a r e p a r t l y - a r e s u l t o f the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r o c e d u r e s i n i t i a l l y 

employed by DIA o f f i c i a l s and s i n c e t a k e n up and u sed by t h o s e 

managing community a f f a i r s a t the l o c a l l e v e l . Very b r i e f l y 

t h e s e p r o c e d u r e s i n v o l v e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f houses f o r s p e c i f i c i n d i 

v i d u a l s w i t h a p r e f e r e n c e g i v e n to c o u p l e s w i t h l a r g e numbers o f 

c h i l d r e n . I m p l i c i t i n t h i s p r o c e d u r e t h e r e e x i s t s a ro\igh e q u a t i o n 

between h o u s e h o l d group and f a m i l y group a l t h o u g h i n t h e l e x i c o n 

o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s i n the v a r i o u s Athapaskan d i a l e c t s i n v o l v e d3 

t h e r e e x i s t s n o t h i n g w h i c h c o r r e s p o n d s t o t h e c a t e g o r y " f a m i l y " 

and no e v i d e n c e t o suggest t h a t a " f a m i l y " group p r e v i o u s l y 

f u n c t i o n e d as a u n i t o f o r g a n i z a t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n c e r t a i n g o v e r n 

ment a l l o w a n c e s are d i s t r i b u t e d on the b a s i s o f r e c k o n i n g t h e 

n a t u r a l o r l e g a l c h i l d r e n o f a woman o r c o u p l e w i t h o u t r e g a r d t o 

t h e a c t u a l s t r u c t u r e o f economic dependencies t h a t might e x i s t . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , even w i t h i n a s i n g l e h o u s e h o l d a f a m i l y u n i t i s 

i s o l a t e d o r d e f i n e d f o r some a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p u r p o s e s . 

3. We speak here o n l y o f the S l a v e , Tutchone and Kaska speakers 
now l i v i n g i n Ross R i v e r . 
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I n a v e r y l o o s e sense t h e r e i s , t h e r e f o r e , some need f o r 

t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e to r e c o g n i z e the economic and s p a t i a l c o r r e l a t e s 

o f t he non-Athapaskan i d e a o f a " f a m i l y group" s i m p l y because i t 

has been imposed. However, the new ambience i t s e l f p r o v i d e s 

r e a s o n to. r e c o g n i z e n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i a l b o u n d a r i e s , and i n t h i s 

r e s p e c t the " f a m i l y " , b o t h as c a t e g o r y and group, has come t o 

f u n c t i o n as a means o f r a t i o n a l i z i n g and s i g n i f y i n g new 

b o u n d a r i e s o f i n c l u s i o n and e x c l u s i o n . These a r e a l s o r e f l e c t e d 

i n o t h e r ways. 

I n 1967 most p e o p l e s t i l l found i t e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t 

to t u r n down r e q u e s t s f o r m a t e r i a l a s s i s t a n c e from t h e i r 

a c q u a i n t a n c e s , whether o r not t h e y shared the same ho u s e h o l d , and 

heavy demands were p l a c e d on t h o s e few who had money from any 

s o u r c e . I t was p a r t l y i n an e f f o r t . t o c onserve t h e s e m i n i m a l 

r e s o u r c e s t h a t some p e o p l e began d e v e l o p i n g t e c h n i q u e s o f i n s u l a t 

i n g t hemselves from the i n c e s s a n t r e q u e s t s f o r a s s i s t a n c e from 

a c q u a i n t a n c e s i n town. Among t h e s e t e c h n i q u e s i s the use to w h i c h 

t h e house was p u t . U n l i k e t h e t e n t o r b r u s h s h e l t e r o f a camp 

i n the bush, a house i n town c o n s t i t u t e s a p h y s i c a l b a r r i e r . 

Even i n 1968-69 i t was not customary f o r a p e r s o n t o r e q u e s t 

p e r m i s s i o n t o e n t e r a house i n w h i c h he d i d n o t u s u a l l y r e s i d e . 

He s i m p l y tapped on the door and stepped i n s i d e i n much the same 

v/ay t h a t he would l e t out a shout j u s t b e f o r e a r r i v i n g a t a camp 

i n the bush. However, the house now f u n c t i o n s as a s o c i a l l y 

r e c o g n i z e d boundary i n w h i c h the v i s i t o r r e q u e s t s p e r m i s s i o n f o r 

i n c l u s i o n . I n the event t h a t h i s i n c l u s i o n i s n o t wanted the 

knock on t h e f r e q u e n t l y l o c k e d door s i m p l y r e c e i v e s no response 
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f r o m w i t h i n and the would he h o s t s r e m a i n s i l e n t i n s i d e u n t i l the 
unwanted . v i s i t o r goes away. 

T h i s new k i n d o f s o c i a l i n s u l a r i t y i s a l s o r e f l e c t e d 

i n the c u r r e n t tendency t o o f f e r t o pay f o r meat t h a t p e o p l e from 

o t h e r h o u s e h o l d s have been f o r t u n a t e enough to a c q u i r e i n t h e i r 

h u n t i n g e x p e d i t i o n s . Very o f t e n such o f f e r s a r e r e f u s e d o u t r i g h t 

i n an e f f o r t t o n u l l i f y the i m p l i e d e x i s t e n c e o f s o c i a l s e n a r a t e n e s s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , the o f f e r i t s e l f r e f l e c t s the r e c o g n i t i o n o f new 

c r i t e r i a i n the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f s o c i a l b o u n d a r i e s . 

None o f t h e s e i n f l u e n c e s and i n t e r e s t s has g e l l e d t o the 

e x t e n t t h a t t h e r e now e x i s t s a commonly r e c o g n i z e d way o f 

e s t a b l i s h i n g s o c i a l b o u n d a r i e s o f i n c l u s i o n and e x c l u s i o n i n the 

ambience o f town l i f e . Only t e n d e n c i e s e x i s t and t h e s e have n o t , 

a t l e a s t not y e t , r e c e i v e d g e n e r a l r e c o g n i t i o n o r a c c e p t a n c e . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e s e t e n d e n c i e s a l l p o i n t to. the emergence o f 

h o u s e h o l d groups as u n i t s o f o r g a n i z a t i o n , and an awareness and 

more p r e c i s e r e c o g n i t i o n o f what th e i n t e r n a l c o m p o s i t i o n o f 

t h e s e groups s h o u l d e n t a i l . As we have t r i e d t o i n d i c a t e v e r y 

b r i e f l y above and as the p r e s e n t s t u d y shows, t h e s e developments 

a r e u n p r e c e d e n t e d and they cannot, a t l e a s t n o t e n t i r e l y , be 

viewed as d e r i v a t i v e o f a p r e v i o u s way o f t h i n k i n g about and 

i n t e r p r e t i n g s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s . Nor can the p a s t be i g n o r e d 

f o r i t s t i l l i n t r u d e s , a l b e i t i n f r a g m e n t s , i n the u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

and o r g a n i z a t i o n o f c u r r e n t a f f a i r s . I t i s f o r t h i s r e a s o n 

t h a t we have chosen, i n t h i s s t u d y o f K a s i n i l i f e , t o f o c u s on 

t h e p a s t and attempt to g i v e t o a few o f t h e s e fragments some o f 

t h e i r former coherence. 
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Conditions of Research and Character of Data 

The foregoing gives a t h i n hut accurate i n d i c a t i o n of 
the major s h i f t s i n economic o r i e n t a t i o n and s o c i a l i n t e r e s t s that 
were i n process as f i e l d w o r k was being c a r r i e d out during 1967-69 
and 1970-71. I t does not, however, r e f l e c t the c r e a t i v e mix of 
idioms nor the general and, i n the face of innumerable f a i l u r e s , 
the r a t h e r f r a n t i c inventiveness that was, and i s s t i l l o c c u r r i n g 
i n the semi-urban s e t t i n g of Ross R i v e r . Nor does i t r e f l e c t the 
despair and sense of f u t i l i t y that p e r i o d i c a l l y seems to envelop-
everyone i n the contemporary s i t u a t i o n . 

The i n i t i a l impression given by the current s t a t e of 
a f f a i r s i s that of a v a s t , e c l e c t i c c l u t t e r i n which m a t e r i a l 
concerns, symbolic idioms, ideas, a p p r e c i a t i o n s of relevance and 
m o t i v a t i o n a l o r i e n t a t i o n s a l l seem, profoundly jumbled. This 
impression i s not simply a r e s u l t of the observer being exposed to 
new circumstances since there e x i s t s a curious f a m i l i a r i t y to 
much that i s going on and i t has proven extremely d i f f i c u l t to 
determine i n what way and to what extent t h i s i s or i s not an 
i l l u s i o n . 

On the most pragmatic l e v e l t h i s jumble i s evident i n 
the j u x t a p o s t i o n of two q u i t e d i f f e r e n t technologies and 
m o t i v a t i o n a l o r i e n t a t i o n s . On the one hand we have the f a m i l i a r 
mixture of d i s p a r a t e t e c h n o l o g i c a l t r a d i t i o n s as manifest i n such 
thing s as a s l e d dog chained to the remnants of a Honda motor-bike, 
bellbottomed t r o u s e r s and moose hide mocassins, handmade snowshoe 
frames f i l l e d w i t h nylon cord, beaver meat and corn f l a k e s f o r 
b r e a k f a s t , and a bush camp w i t h a t r a n s i s t o r r a d i o and a hundred 
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f e e t of wire a e r i a l strung through the trees.. On the other hand, 
we have the stated preference of l i v i n g i n the hush attended by an 
awareness t h a t i t i s necessary to ob t a i n money i n order to l i v e . 
Today, going i n t o the bush i n v o l v e s the spending of money but not 
i t s production. I t i s l a r g e l y a s u b s i d i z e d venture i n which an 
i n d i v i d u a l seldom comes even close to covering expenses through 
t r a p p i n g . Consequently, to go or not to go i n t o the bush oft e n 
presupposes that a person or group can or cannot a f f o r d such an 
excur s i o n . I n the summer months e s p e c i a l l y t h i s f r e q u e n t l y r e s u l t s 
i n separations since many of the jobs f o r mineral e x p l o r a t i o n 
companies and b i g game o u t f i t t e r s r e q u i r e working i n remote places 
w e l l away from Ross R i v e r . Those who remain set up camps i n the 
bush and make p e r i o d i c t r i p s to Ross Ri v e r to pick up the money 
that has been sent to them by the i n d i v i d u a l who i s c u r r e n t l y 
employed. 

These objects and a c t i v i t i e s are enveloped i n a wide 
range of ideas and i n t e r e s t s derived from Athapaskan and non-
Athapaskan t r a d i t i o n s . There i s C h r i s t i a n i t y of s o r t s and Red 
Power of s o r t s j u s t as there i s the r h e t o r i c of white oppression 
and the n o t i o n of freedom. There i s also a n o t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l 
"power", o c c a s i o n a l c o n s u l t a t i o n s w i t h shamans, t a l k of sorcery 
and c o l l e c t i v e and i n d i v i d u a l food avoidances. S t e e l and machinery 
are appreciated on the p r a c t i c a l l e v e l as " t o o l s " and a l s o , by 
v i r t u e of a t r a d i t i o n a l k i n d of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a 
capa c i t y c a l l e d "God power" thought to be possessed by the White-
man. "Wage employment" also i s appreciated as a means of a c q u i r i n g 
money but i t i s , or can be, other t h i n g s . Being employed and 
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g e t t i n g a bonus, or b e i n g employed w h i l e o t h e r s a r e u n a b l e t o 

f i n d j o b s h o t o n l y r e f l e c t s o b s e r v a b l e d i f f e r e n c e s w i t h i n a 

s t r u c t u r e o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s i t a l s o r e f l e c t s fundamental 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n h e r e n t to t h e i n d i v i d u a l s i n v o l v e d . And n e i t h e r t h e 

n a t u r e o f the s e d i f f e r e n c e s n o r t h e i r s o c i o l o g i c a l i m t > l i c a t i o n s a r e 

encompassed o r even i n t r o d u c e d by c a t e g o r i z i n g such a c t i v i t i e s and 

t h i n g s as "wage employment" and " t o o l s " . T h i s o f course does n o t 

n u l l i f y t h e u t i l i t y o f such d e s c r i p t i v e c a t e g o r i e s but i t does 

g i v e one r e a s o n to pause and r e f l e c t on the ap p a r e n t f a m i l i a r i t y 

o f many t h i n g s and a c t i v i t i e s i n ' t h e contemporary scene: What, 

a f t e r a l l , c o u l d an a s s o c i a t i o n between a snowmobile and "God-

power" p o s s i b l y mean? F u r t h e r m o r e , what i s the s t a t u s o f such an 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n when some would s e r i o u s l y employ i t as a means o f 

comprehending the o b j e c t and t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p t o i t and o t h e r s 

would l i g h t l y d i s m i s s such an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n as " I n d i a n b u l l s h i t " . 

The p o i n t to be made h e r e , i s n o t t h a t two c u l t u r a l 

streams have combined i n chaos, f o r c e r t a i n l y t h e K a s i n i comprehend 

a good d e a l o f t h e contemporary scene. However, what i s f a m i l i a r 

t o Euro-Oanadian o u t s i d e r s — snowmobile, s a l a r y , God, c o u s i n , 

e t c . , must n o t be u n d e r s t o o d as f a m i l i a r t h i n g s i f one d e s i r e s t o 

comprehend K a s i n i e x p e r i e n c e . The modern t e c h n i c a l i t e m s i n 

K a s i n i use and E n g l i s h words i n t h e i r speech, a r e a l l t h e more 

d e c e p t i v e f o r t h e i r f a m i l i a r i t y . U n d e r s t a n d i n g o f K a s i n i s o c i a l 

l i f e , i n our e x p e r i e n c e , i s made more d i f f i c u l t by t h e i r i n t e r 

m i x i n g o f c u l t u r a l i d i o m s and i f one i s g o i n g to d i s p l a y m u l t i p l i 

c i t y by c o n j e c t u r i n g deep s t r u c t u r e o ur examples s h o u l d i n d i c a t e 

j u s t how d i f f i c u l t i t i s t o a c h i e v e a p r o p e r f o c u s . The ph r a s e 
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"God power", f o r i n s t a n c e , i s a mix of words d e r i v e d from b o t h 

C h r i s t i a n i t y and Athapaskan n o t i o n s . I n terms o f L e v i - S t r a u s s ' s 

famous b r i c o l e u r such a phrase c o n s t i t u t e s a b r i c o l a g e and i s 

s i m i l a r t o the a s s o r t m e n t o f i t e m s one young man had c o l l e c t e d t o 

ensure s u c c e s s w h i l e h u n t i n g . These i t e m s were c o n t a i n e d i n a 

s m a l l canvas bag and i n v o l v e d a s h e l l f o r a s m a l l c a l i b r e r i f l e , 

two f e a t h e r s , t h e e a r s o f a s m a l l mammal and a t i n y b r a s s c r o s s . 

I n b o t h o f t h e s e c a s e s , i t i s t r u e , i t was o n l y t h e i d i o m s ( o b j e c t s 

and words) t h a t were mixed* th e semantic framework i n w h i c h t h e y 

were embedded was e n t i r e l y Athapaskan i n n a t u r e . Thus the word 

"God" was a s i g n i f i e r , w h i c h had no p a r t i c u l a r r e l a t i o n s h i p t o 

C h r i s t i a n i t y , and t h e p h rase "God power" may be t r a n s l a t e d as 

something l i k e "non-Athapaskan power" o r "a n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l k i n d 

o f power". However, "power" i s a d i s t i n c t l y A thapaskan concept 

w h i c h may be t r a n s l a t e d as a b i l i t y o r c a p a c i t y d e r i v e d from c o n t a c t 

w i t h a t r a n s c e n d e n t a l domain. S i m i l a r l y t h e b r a s s c r o s s may be 

p r o p e r l y d e s c r i b e d as a r e l i g i o u s symbol o f some kind, but i t i s 

o n l y i n a v e r y guarded manner t h a t we c o u l d c a t e g o r i z e i t as a 

c r u c i f i x s i n c e t h e o n l y t h i n g i t had r e t a i n e d when e x t r a c t e d f rom 

t h e e d i f i c e o f C h r i s t i a n i d e a s and s y m b o l i c r e l a t i o n s was i t s 

p h y s i c a l f o rm and apparent c e n t r a l i t y t o and a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 

"God power". 

I n t h e s e two examples we can see t h a t t h e framework f o r 

c r e a t i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p has remained Athapaskan but the i d i o m i n 

w h i c h r e l a t i o n s h i p i s b e i n g e x p r e s s e d i s c h a n g i n g . However, the 

r e v e r s e i s a l s o t r u e as i l l u s t r a t e d i n t h e c u r r e n t usage o f the 

s o c i a l category_£S_'e!etfa. .which l i t e r a l l y t r a n s l a t e s as "my p e o p l e " . 
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Formerly "my people" was used by an in d i v i d u a l i n reference to a l l 

those with whom he was i n close association and with whom he 

frequently interacted. Separately he both referred to and addressed 

these people with k i n terms. Currently, however, those i n Ross 

River are a l l i n more or less close association although they do 

not a l l interact with the same frequency. In order to s i g n i f y 

degrees of s o c i a l distance within t h i s new ambience the category 

A-$jJi£Jl&—~-— , which i s s t i l l often used, has obtained a discriminat

ing component which i t did not previously possess. This involves 

an emphasis on genealogical connectedness and a f i n e r d i f f e r e n t i a 

t i o n between c o l l a t e r a l r e l a t i v e s i n s i g n i f y i n g degrees of s o c i a l 

distance. Thus the term__£5'c^er\d_ has been retained but has come 

to mean, at least f o r some, something quite d i f f e r e n t than i t did 

formerly since the c r i t e r i o n of physical proximity i s being 

supplanted by genealogical proximity. The sweeping cl a s s i . f i c a -

tory d i s t i n c t i o n of cross-cousin/parallel-cousin (including siblings) 

i m p l i c i t to the indigenous system of so c i a l categories i s being 

replaced by a three f o l d d i s t i n c t i o n involving cousin ( i n reference 

to cross-cousin), s i b l i n g , cousin-sibling ( i n reference to p a r a l l e l 

cousin). This change has been f a c i l i t a t e d by what s o c i o - l i n g u i s t s 

r e f e r to as code-switching. The indigenous system of categories 

subsumed by__£5^ena has not been tampered with or modified. 

I t has simply been replaced by a new system using English words, 

e.g. cousin, brother, cousin-brother, which, by recognizing 

d i f f e r e n t c r i t e r i a , p a r t i a l l y accommodates what i s s o c i a l l y 

s i g n i f i c a n t i n the new sit u a t i o n without d i r e c t l y challenging or 

contradicting semantic and syn t a c t i c a l features inherent to the 

t r a d i t i o n a l system of s o c i a l categories. 

http://classi.fi
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As e n t a n g l e d as t h i s mix. between Athapaskan and non-

Athapaskan c o n t e n t may be i t does n o t , i n ' i t s e l f , pose any s p e c i a l 

problems f o r i n v e s t i g a t i o n i f i n f a c t t h e r e e x i s t s a c l e a r 

correspondence between c o n t e n t and form. I n o t h e r words i f we 

can see the c o n t e n t as b e i n g a c u l t u r a l corpus c a p a b l e o f 

e x p r e s s i n g c e r t a i n k i n d s o f r e l a t i o n s h i p i t s h o u l d , i n the 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , make no d i f f e r e n c e what, f o r 

example, th e c a t e g o r y <ts'e>gn3 f o r m e r l y meant i f i t now, 

u n e q u i v o c a l l y means something e l s e . T h i s , however, i s n o t t h e 

case f o r n o t o n l y has the c o n t e n t i n some i n s t a n c e s changed w h i l e 

t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s i m p l i e d have remained the same, and i n o t h e r 

i n s t a n c e s t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s changed w h i l e t h e c o n t e n t has been 

r e t a i n e d , but i n s o f a r as any d i r e c t correspondence might be d e s c r i b e d 

between c o n t e n t and form t h e s e changes a r e s t i l l i n a s t a t e o f f l u x . 

As a r e s u l t , t h e r e c u r r e n t l y e x i s t s q u i t e d i f f e r e n t meanings 

a t t r i b u t a b l e t o s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s such as fe6'<)e-ti^ .and t h e y a r e 

a l l s t i l l i n u s e . Some ar e d e r i v e d from the p a s t and a r e 

f u n c t i o n a l l y l o c a t e d i n a nomadic l i f e s t y l e and o t h e r s are emerging 

i n apparent response t o the s e d e n t a r y c o n d i t i o n s o f contemporary 

l i f e i n Ross R i v e r . 

I n o u r a t t e m p t s t o comprehend, the s y m b o l i c o r g a n i z a t i o n 

o f a c t i v i t y our d i f f i c u l t i e s were f u r t h e r i n c r e a s e d by a l a c k o f 

any c l e a r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f a c u l t u r a l p a s t ( w h i c h v/as s t i l l 

p a s s i n g ) , and by o u r f a i l u r e to a c h i e v e f l u e n c y i n any o f the 

Athapaskan d i a l e c t s spoken. And f o r t h e s e r e a s o n s we were o f t e n 

l e d a s t r a y as we t r i e d to f o l l o w up the i m p l i c a t i o n s o f new 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s embedded i n o l d i d i o m s and v i c e - v e r s a . 
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But f o r p r e c i s e l y the same r e a s o n s , a l t h o u g h t o a much l e s s e r 

degree, t h e I n d i a n p e o p l e were o f t e n g o i n g a s t r a y t h e m s e l v e s and 

t h e y f r e q u e n t l y f a i l e d to communicate e f f e c t i v e l y o r to draw 

r e l e v a n t i n f e r e n c e s from each o t h e r s ' b e h a v i o r . The Kaska words 

n.i*i"C and _ ruts, i t , f o r . example, w h i c h may be t r a n s l a t e d 

as " p h y s i c a l s t r e n g t h " and " a b i l i t y ( o r power) d e r i v e d from 

c o n t a c t w i t h a t r a n s c e n d e n t a l domain" r e s p e c t i v e l y , were, i n t h e 

E n g l i s h v e r n a c u l a r o f Kaska s p e a k e r s , c o n s i d e r e d r o u g h l y e q u i v a 

l e n t to the words " s t r e n g t h " and "power". The word " s t r e n g t h " , 

however, i s o f t e n used i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y w i t h "power" and t h i s 

produces a p o t e n t i a l source of a m b i g u i t y t h a t does n o t e x i s t i n 

Kas k a . Consequently a statement l i k e "When he g e t s o l d e r he 

w i l l be r e a l l y s t r o n g " can mean two q u i t e d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s 

w h i c h may o r may not be e l u c i d a t e d by the c o n t e x t i n w h i c h t h e y 

a r e spoken. T h i s statement was i n f a c t made as a commentary on 

the drunken and v i o l e n t a n t i c s o f a young man who had f o r some 

y e a r s p e r i o d i c a l l y d i s r u p t e d and a t ti m e s t e r r o r i z e d t h e Ross 

R i v e r I n d i a n community w i t h u n p r e d i c t a b l e and dangerous b e h a v i o r ; 

The remark was made i n r e f e r e n c e n o t t o t h e young man's p h y s i c a l 

" s t r e n g t h " , as was e v i d e n t i n the d e s t r u c t i o n he wrought, but t o 

h i s a p p a rent c o n t a c t w i t h a t r a n s c e n d e n t a l domain, as e v i d e n t 

i n h i s u n p r e d i c t a b l e b e h a v i o r , w h i c h was a s i g n o f f u t u r e a b i l i t y 

and "power". N e v e r t h e l e s s , a l t h o u g h one p e r s o n nodded i n under

s t a n d i n g and agreement when h e a r i n g the above remark, a n o t h e r 

o b j e c t e d by p o i n t i n g out t h a t t h e young f e l l o w i n q u e s t i o n was 

p h y s i c a l l y s m a l l and s k i n n y and would n e v e r be v e r y s t r o n g . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , the second l i s t e n e r , a l t h o u g h f u l l y aware o f the 

f i r s t k i n d o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s , was i n c l i n e d 
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to a t t r i b u t e t h e v i o l e n t ' y o u n g man's b e h a v i o r s o l e l y t o t h e 

mundane i n f l u e n c e o f a l c o h o l r a t h e r t h a n t o c o n t a c t w i t h t h e 

t r a n s c e n d e n t a l . F o r t h i s r e a s o n he was a l s o i n f a v o u r o f h a v i n g 

t h e p o l i c e brought i n whenever the young man got out o f hand 

r a t h e r t h a n a d o p t i n g the " t r a d i t i o n a l " r esponse t o such b e h a v i o r 

w h i c h would have been t o a v o i d e n t i r e l y a l l c o n t a c t o r i n t e r 

f e r e n c e w i t h him. 

Our purpose i n p r o v i d i n g t h e s e few examples has been 

to i n d i c a t e the b i f a r i o u s c h a r a c t e r o f much o f t h e m a t e r i a l we 

c o l l e c t e d and t o show r e a s o n f o r a d o p t i n g the f i e l d p r o c e d u r e s 

we d i d . D u r i n g 1967-69 we spent 11 months (out o f a t o t a l o f 16) 

i n Ross R i v e r and. w i t h a n o t a b l e l a c k o f s u c c e s s we a t t e m p t e d 

t o s e t up f o r m a l i n t e r v i e w s and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y c o l l e c t i n f o r m a t i o n 

o f b o t h an h i s t o r i c a l and contemporary n a t u r e . A p a r t from b e i n g 

u n a b l e t o d i s t i n g u i s h between Athapaskan as on-nosed t o non-

Athapaskan ( o r neo-Athapaskan' 7) i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f f a c t , whether 

h i s t o r i c a l o r contemporary, o u r i n t e r v i e w s , such as they were, 

i n e v i t a b l y f o u n d e r e d whenever we began to f o c u s s h a r p l y on a 

p a r t i c u l a r t o p i c o r too o b v i o u s l y d i r e c t t h e l i n e o f e n q u i r y . 

The .reasons f o r t h i s were many and s i n c e t h e y a r e n o t a t i s s u e 

here i t w i l l s u f f i c e to say t h a t , most o f our i n f o r m a t i o n was 

a c q u i r e d i n g e n e r a l c o n v e r s a t i o n and t h a t we u s u a l l y advanced on 

any p a r t i c u l a r t o p i c i n a v e r y o b l i q u e and e r r a t i c f a s h i o n . 

F o r i n s t a n c e , the event d e s c r i b e d above c o n c e r n i n g t h e words 

" s t r e n g t h " and "power" l e d , i n l a t e r d i s c u s s i o n , t o q u e s t i o n s 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r K a s k a e q u i v a l e n t s w h i c h l e d , s t i l l l a t e r , t o 

d i s c u s s i o n w i t h the v a r i o u s p a r t i c i p a n t s t o t h e i n t e r c h a n g e . I n 



t h i s manner we hacked i n , as i t were, to an a p p r e c i a t i o n o f a 

K aska d i s t i n c t i o n w h i c h we were t h e n a b l e to r e a d f o r w a r d as a 

p a r t i a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the e v e n t s d e s c r i b e d . ' 

The r e m a i n i n g f i v e months d u r i n g our f i r s t s t a y i n the 

f i e l d were spent w i t h v a r i o u s d o m e s t i c groups camped i n t e n t s 

i n the v i c i n i t y o f Ross R i v e r . I n t h i s s e t t i n g we l e a r n e d some 

of t h e r u d i m e n t s o f h u n t i n g , s n a r i n g and f i s h i n g , and the t e c h n i q u e s 

o f t r a v e l l i n g and camping i n t h e bush a t a l l seasons of the y e a r . 

The o p p o r t u n i t y f o r s y s t e m a t i c e n q u i r y was no g r e a t e r here but 

s i n c e the s e t t i n g was so c l e a r l y r e d o l e n t o f a former way o f l i f e 

i t d i d encourage a more c o n s i s t e n t e x p r e s s i o n o f a " t r a d i t i o n a l " 

Athapaskan p e r s p e c t i v e . I t was p r i m a r i l y f o r t h i s r e a s o n t h a t 

d u r i n g our second s t a y i n the f i e l d we chose t o spend most o f the 

time (11 o f 16 months) l i v i n g w i t h s m a l l domestic groups camped 

i n the bush. T h i s p r o v i d e d us w i t h the o p p o r t u n i t y to a p p r e c i a t e 

a r e l a t i v e l y u n c l u t t e r e d Athapaskan view o f t h i n g s , and i t i s 

l a r g e l y upon our e n q u i r i e s and o b s e r v a t i o n s i n t h i s s e t t i n g t h a t 

we have based the p r e s e n t r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 

o f t h e K a s i n i as i t e x i s t e d between 19OO-1950 . 

The P l a n o f the Study 

The n o t i o n o f " o r g a n i z a t i o n a l f l e x i b i l i t y " i s now 

c o n s i d e r e d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f many h u n t i n g p e o p l e s (Lee and Devore, 

1968) and i n v a r i o u s ways t h i s f e a t u r e has been emphasized f o r a 

number o f Athapaskan s p e a k i n g p e o p l e i n c l u d i n g K u t c h i n ( S l o b o d i n , 

I 9 6 0 ) , Hare ( S a v i s h i n s k y , 1970), D o g r i b (Helm, 1965. 1971; 

Helm and L u r i e , 1961),Bear L a k e r s (Osgood, 1932), S l a v e (Honigmann, 

1946; Helm, 1961), Chipew^ann (Vanstone, 1965)-, K a s k a (Honigmann, 1949) 



and f o r . the hunting people of s u b a r c t i c (Helm and. Leacock, 1971) 
and a r c t i c ( V alentine and V a l l e e , 1968) Canada g e n e r a l l y . 
F l e x i b i l i t y i s a q u a l i t y or c o n d i t i o n which can be a s c r i b e d to 
some s t r u c t u r e s or r e l a t i o n s h i p and re q u i r e s the not i o n of a 
standard or norm. I t thus f o l l o w s that i t s u t i l i t y can only be 
assessed w i t h respect to the relevance of a chosen standard to 
the people being s t u d i e d . In Athapaskan s t u d i e s f l e x i b i l i t y has 
been a s c r i b e d to s o c i a l groups. Almost without exception, some 
reference has been made to f l e x i b i l i t y of group composition, 
recruitment, and a t t i t u d e s towards residence. However, i t i s 
extremely u n c l e a r whether t h i s emphasis on groups i s shared by 
the people being s t u d i e d . The necessary task of d e s c r i b i n g the 
groupings that are formed and the a c t i v i t i e s engaged i n by 
i n d i v i d u a l s i n these groupings assumes pre-eminence and presents 
a s o c i o l o g i c a l perspective i n which the peoples' views of t h e i r 
own r e l a t i o n s h i p s are judged. That these views or i n t e r p r e t a 
t i o n s do not appear c o n s i s t e n t w i t h a c t u a l a r t i c u l a t i o n of groups 
has l e d to the conclusion t h a t f l e x i b i l i t y e x i s t s . I n many 
instances t h i s has r e s u l t e d i n c l e a r and i n t e l l i g e n t d e s c r i p t i o n s 
of l i m i t i n g e c o l o g i c a l c o n d i t i o n s and e x t e r n a l c o n s t r a i n t s but 
i t has r e s u l t e d i n a reduced emphasis on how, w i t h i n such a 
framework, the o r g a n i z a t i o n of a c t i v i t y i s c u l t u r a l l y c o n s t i t u t e d . 
I t i s hoped that the premises employed and the questions asked 
i n the present study w i l l show how a deeper a n a l y s i s of c u l t u r e 
may be reintroduced to strengthen our general understanding of 
Athapaskan s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

The n o t i o n of s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n u s e f u l l y s t r a d d l e s 
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the a n a l y t i c a l d i s t i n c t i o n between co n t e n t and form i n the 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f how and to what e x t e n t human a c t i o n i n c u l t u r a l l y 

d e f i n e d s u r r o u n d i n g s may be seen as s t r u c t u r e d and a r t i c u l a t e ' 

( c f . Firth.,1964: 60-63, 80-84.). Form i s i n d u c e d from c o n t e n t 

and i s d e r i v a t i v e o f two p e r s p e c t i v e s which, r e s u l t i n what, f o r 

our p u r p o s e s , may be c a l l e d t h e i n s t r u m e n t a l l o g i c o f a c t i v i t y and 

the c u l t u r a l l o g i c o f i n t e r a c t i o n . However, to the e x t e n t t h a t 

t h e advantages o f t h e n o t i o n o f o r g a n i z a t i o n a r e e v i d e n t i n 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s w h i c h have e x t e n s i v e r e f e r e n c e t o ob s e r v e d o r 

w e l l documented a c t i v i t i e s we, o f n e c e s s i t y , must employ a r a t h e r 

a b b r e v i a t e d u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f i t i n h a n d l i n g the r e m i n i s c e n t 

m a t e r i a l we have on hand, n e v e r t h e l e s s , f o l l o w i n g F i r t h we 

a c c e p t t h a t s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i s framed w i t h i n t h e s u p e r o r d i n a t e 

c a t e g o r i e s o f p r o c e s s and change and t::ut i n v a r i o u s ways t h e 

o v e r a l l i n t e n t o f an i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h i s k i n d i s to gr a s p a 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between i n s t r u m e n t a l and c u l t u r a l forms w h i c h , to 

p a r a p h r a s e . D a r e n d o r f , a t any p o i n t i n time e i t h e r a re no l o n g e r 

o r n o t y e t what th e y w i l l become. 

I n s t r u m e n t a l . f o r m s , as we use t h e term h e r e , i n v o l v e s 

c o l l a t i o n o f t h e narrow h o r i z o n s and fragmented needs o f 

i n d i v i d u a l s p r o d u c i n g t h e m a t e r i a l n e c e s s a r y f o r e x i s t e n c e . I n a 

c e r t a i n sense t h e r e i s something a c u l t u r a l about the g e n e r a l i z e d 

framework w h i c h r e s u l t s f r o m th e s e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ; f o r i t i s 

n o t enough t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s s i m p l y c o n s t r u c t and a c q u i r e t h i n g s 

t h a t , f o r i n s t a n c e , they l a b e l as s h e l t e r and f o o d ; t h e s e t h i n g s 

must a c t u a l l y p r o v i d e p r o t e c t i o n and be n u t r i t i o u s i n a s u b s t a n t i a l 

way. I n o t h e r words a l l i n t e n t i o n a l i t y . must re s p o n d - w i t h i n - , 

the autonomous parameters o f s p e c i f i e d p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n s i f 

the e n s u i n g a c t i o n i s to be t o l e r a t e d . T h i s much i s a s t o c k 
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t r u i s m i n a n t h r o p o l o g y and u n d e r l i e s the e n t i r e r a t i o n a l e f o r 

d e s c r i b i n g l i m i t i n g c o n d i t i o n s i n s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t i s , 

however, i m p o r t a n t to remember t h a t a l t h o u g h any p e o p l e must 

r e c o g n i z e such c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e i r e f f o r t s t o cope e f f e c t i v e l y 

i t i s n o t n e c e s s a r y (and i n f a c t most uncommon) t h a t t h e y 

c o n c e p t u a l i z e o r c r e a t e a g e n e r a l f o r m u l a t i o n o f them. One does 

n o t , a f t e r a l l , r e q u i r e a t h e o r y o f g r a v i t y i n o r d e r to r e c o g n i z e 

i t s m a n i f e s t a t i o n s and respond a c c o r d i n g l y . On the o t h e r hand, 

i t i s n e c e s s a r y f o r us to make such a f o r m u l a t i o n i f we a r e t o 

a p p r e c i a t e t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h a c u l t u r a l l y d i s t i n c t body o f 

a t t i t u d e s and i d e a s i n f l u e n c e t h e o r d e r o f human a c t i v i t y . As 

Leach has p o i n t e d o u t , t h i s a p p r e c i a t i o n can o n l y be a c h i e v e d 

i f we f i r s t exhaust the p o s s i b i l i t y o f s e e i n g o r d e r i n t h e s e same 

a c t i v i t i e s as an a d a p t i v e response t o p a r t i c u l a r c o n d i t i o n s 

(Leach, 1 9 6 1 : 3 0 6 ) . 

I n the n e x t t h r e e c h a p t e r s we p r o v i d e such a . f o r m u l a t i o n 

and show how, i n c o m b i n a t i o n , the r e s o u r c e base and t h e methods 

used i n i t s e x p l o i t a t i o n must r e s u l t i n c e r t a i n k i n d s o f 

a c t i v i t i e s and g r o u p s . I n b r i e f we show t h a t : (a) the r e s o u r c e s 

o f the a r e a c o u l d o n l y s u p p o r t a s m a l l p o p u l a t i o n , (b) t h i s 

p o p u l a t i o n had t o be m o b i l e i n p u r s u i t o f t h e s e r e s o u r c e s , 

( c ) t h i s m o b i l i t y i n f l u e n c e d the s i z e o f groups t h a t were formed, 

(d) c e r t a i n l y i n d i v i d u a l c a p a c i t i e s were r e q u i r e d f o r e x p l o i t i n g -

t h e s e r e s o u r c e s , and t h a t (e) e v e r y e c o n o m i c a l l y v i a b l e group 

t h a t formed had t o c o n t a i n an i n d i v i d u a l w i t h t h e s e c a p a c i t i e s . 

From the s e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s we cannot show what was n o r m a l l y the 

case by p r o v i d i n g a s t a t i s t i c a l p r o f i l e o f a c t i v i t i e s and g r o u p i n g s 
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s i n c e we have no way o f knowing what t h e s e might have been f o r 

any p a r t i c u l a r time d u r i n g the h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d i n q u e s t i o n . 

To t h e e x t e n t t h a t our d e s c r i p t i o n o f r e s o u r c e s and t e c h n o l o g y 

i s adequate, however, v/e can i n d u c e a l o g i c o f p r a c t i c a l r e a s o n 

i n g i n terms of w h i c h we c h a r a c t e r i z e c e r t a i n r e g i i l a r i t i e s i n 

a c t i v i t y and group c o m p o s i t i o n . We o n l y i l l u s t r a t e t h e s e 

r e g u l a r i t i e s w i t h s p e c i f i c cases from our K a s i n i m a t e r i a l but 

i t i s our c o n t e n t i o n t h a t under the c o n d i t i o n s d e s c r i b e d t h e s e 

r e g u l a r i t i e s would n e c e s s a r i l y emerge r e g a r d l e s s o f o t h e r c u l t u r a l 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 

o u t l i n e o f a c t i v i t i e s and a modular a p p r e c i a t i o n o f group 

c o m p o s i t i o n — i t p r o v i d e s the s i n g l e most demanding framework 

i n w h i c h a l l K a s i n i must o p e r a t e . T h i s framework t e l l s us when 

c e r t a i n a c t i v i t i e s a r e performed and what c l a s s o f i n d i v i d u a l s 

must be on hand t o p e r f o r m them. I n the f a l l , f o r i n s t a n c e , we 

l e a r n t h a t K a s i n i hunt f o r b i g game i n h i g h c o u n t r y , we a l s o know 

t h a t t h i s t a s k r e q u i r e s commensurate knowledge and p h y s i c a l 

a b i l i t y . C o n s equently, d u r i n g the f a l l we have a p a r t i c u l a r k i n d 

o f f u n c t i o n a l e q u a t i o n from w h i c h we may c o n c l ude something about 

t h e g r o u p i n g s t h a t are formed. T h i s may be diagramed as f o l l o w s : 

The h u n t e r i n t h i s case i s n o t j u s t somebody who may be c a l l e d 

a " h u n t e r " but somebody who i s a c t u a l l y c a p a b l e o f h u n t i n g . I t 

Our a n a l y s i s r e s u l t s i n a s e q u e n t i a l and c y c l i c a l 

A c t i v i t y Group 

P a l l Hunting ^ 
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does not i n c l u d e the s i c k , the lame o r e l d e r l y who may have t h e 

knowledge t o hunt but who 'are p h y s i c a l l y i n c a p a b l e . F o r does i t 

ca p a b l e but who a r e i g n o r a n t . 

T h i s a s s e r t i o n c o u l d be judged o b v i o u s t o the p o i n t o f 

t r i v i a l i t y were i t n o t f o r the f a c t t h a t i t i s so t e m p t i n g to 

v i e w t h e s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t K a s i n i domestic group i n terms o f more 

f a m i l i a r c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . I n the s m a l l K a s i n i p o p u l a t i o n many 

dom e s t i c groups t h a t formed i n v o l v e d p e o p l e o f c l o s e g e n e a l o g i c a l 

c o n n e c t i o n and the c l a s s i f i c a t o r y k i n terms t h a t were employed 

n e c e s s a r i l y e n t a i l e d f i n i t e c o m b i n a t i o n s . As a r e s u l t , w i t h 

r e s p e c t t o genealogy and k i n terms, we v e r y o f t e n r e c o r d e d d o m e s t i c 

groups t h a t c o u l d be diagramed as v a r i a n t s o f the f o l l o w i n g : 

The t e m p t a t i o n , o f c o u r s e , i s to see the above as a " f a m i l y group" 

o f some s o r t and to jump from here to the erroneous c o n c l u s i o n 

t h a t the " f a m i l y " i s a b a s i c p r o d u c t i v e u n i t . T h i s , however, 

would p l a y down the n e c e s s a r y i n s t r u m e n t a l c h a r a c t e r o f such a 

group and c o u l d r e s u l t i n an emphasis on a f a m i l i a l theme i n t h e 

r e c o g n i t i o n o f v a r i a n c e r a t h e r t h a n on the l o g i c o f p r a c t i c a l 

r e a s o n i n g . I n t h e f a l l , f o r i n s t a n c e , the above g r o u p i n g would 

no t emerge a t a l l i f t h e r e were not some on hand who c o u l d hunt — 

t h i s would have been t h e preeminent c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n the f o r m a t i o n 

o f such a group and i t i s i n terms o f t h i s s t a n d a r d o f i n s t r u m e n t a 

t i o n t h a t a g r e a t many v a r i a t i o n s i n K a s i n i group p e r s o n n e l may be 

i n c l u d e c h i l d r e n ( o r v i s i t i n g a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s ) who may be p h y s i c a l l y 

A =7 O 
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u n d e r s t o o d . Other c o n s i d e r a t i o n s must he a m a t t e r o f demonstrated 

c u l t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e and one cannot presume to know what t h e s e 

a r e u n t i l such d e m o n s t r a t i o n s have been made. 

l i k e the bat on a Rorsc h a c h c a r d , o r the s t a r s o f t h e 

z o d i a c and a c l o c k f a c e , the resemblance between the above 

diagram and something we r e c o g n i z e as a " f a m i l y 1 * i s o b v i o u s — 

but i t may not be i n t h e l e a s t b i t r e l e v a n t and, i n p o i n t o f 

f a c t i t was n o t f o r the K a s i n i . The a c i d t e s t o f a l l domestic 

groups was t h e i r v i a b i l i t y as p r o d u c t i v e u n i t s and o t h e r t h a n 

t h i s K a s i n i p o s s e s s e d no i d e a l i z a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r i n t e r n a l 

c o m p o s i t i o n . Domestic groups were not p e r c e i v e d as d i s c r e t e , 

n o r m a t i v e u n i t s o r e n t i t i e s and t h e r e e x i s t e d no segmentary system 

o f i d e n t i f i c a t i o n c e n t r e d on group membership. Through time 

a l l i n d i v i d u a l s b e l o n g ed t o numerous d o m e s t i c groups and K a s i n i 

were c o n s t a n t l y moving i n and out o f each other.'-s ambience as t h e y 

responded t o f l u c t u a t i o n s i n the r e s o u r c e base and s h i f t i n g 

i n d i v i d u a l c a p a b i l i t i e s . 

K a s i n i were e x t r e m e l y s e n s i t i v e t o changes i n r e l a t i v e 

c a p a b i l i t y and f r e q u e n c y o f c o n t a c t and t h e s e f a c t o r s i n f l u e n c e d 

t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e of s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . B r o a d l y s n e a k i n g t h e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between any two p e o p l e was n o t f i x e d — the i d e n t i f i 

c a t i o n o f o t h e r s i n terms o f o n e s e l f and o n e s e l f i n terms o f 

o t h e r s was a c o n t i n u o u s d i a l e c t i c a l p r o c e s s c e n t e r e d on t h e 

d i f f e r e n t i n f e r e n c e s t h a t c o u l d be drawn from a c t i v i t i e s on the 

one hand and s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s on the o t h e r . The main body o f 

t h i s s tudy examines t h i s a s p e c t o f K a s i n i s o c i a l l i f e i n d e t a i l . 

I n a n t h r o p o l o g y the i n t e r e s t i n i n t e r a c t i o n and. s o c i a l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p l a r g e l y c e n t e r s on the p a i r e d f o c i s o c i a l c a t e g o r y 
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and b e h a v i o r . The n o t i o n s of i n t e r a c t i o n and r e l a t i o n s h i p a r e 

d e r i v e d from i n f e r e n c e , not o b s e r v a t i o n — s t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g a l l 

one can observe a r e sequences o f a c t i v i t y and s p a t i a l arrangements 

o f p e o p l e on the ground (Watslawick,. 1 9 6 7 : 5 4 - 5 7 ) . These a r e 

t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o i n t e r a c t i o n and r e l a t i o n s h i p by u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

how the p a r t i c i p a n t s a t t r i b u t e s i g n i f i c a n c e b o t h to each o t h e r and 

t o t h e a c t i v i t y i n w h i c h t h e y engage.. I n o t h e r words i n t e r a c t i o n 

and r e l a t i o n s h i p a r e g r a s p e d i n terms o f how the p a r t i c i p a n t s 

v i e w the s i t u a t i o n and t h i s t h e y do i n two main ways. ' E i t h e r t h e y 

r e c o g n i z e s i g n i f i c a n c e i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e a c t i v i t i e s and thus 

see b e h a v i o r as r e f l e c t i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p , o r t h e y see s i g n i f i c a n c e 

i n p r o p e r t i e s t hey a s c r i b e to each o t h e r and t h u s see s o c i a l 

c a t e g o r i e s as r e f l e c t i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p . A l l p e o p l e seem t o use 

b o t h methods i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y and as a r e s u l t our g e n e r a l u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g o f the p o s t u l a t e d r e l a t i o n s h i p between c a t e g o r y and 

b e h a v i o r has remained r a t h e r a n f r a c t u o u s and o b l i q u e . Take f o r 

i n s t a n c e two i n d i v i d u a l s who might be from our own s o c i e t y — 

i n d i v i d u a l X g i v e s a d v i c e , i n d i v i d u a l Y s o l i c i t s a d v i c e . I n time 

t h i s sequence may prompt X t o a d d r e s s Y w i t h t h e term "son". 

The s o c i a l c a t e g o r y "son" and i t s i m p l i c i t r e c i p r o c a l " f a t h e r " 

t h u s p o r t r a y a r e l a t i o n s h i p — the r e l a t i o n s h i p i t s e l f i s d e r i v e d 

from how X and Y a t t a c h s i g n i f i c a n c e to the a c t i v i t y i n w h i c h 

t h e y a r e engaged. I n t h i s case i t r e s u l t s i n X b e i n g viewed as 

s u p e r o r d i n a t e v i s - a - v i s Y. The a c t i v i t y and t h e c a t e g o r i e s 

employed t h e r e f o r e have a communicative a s p e c t and f o r t h i s r e a s o n 

we may speak o f the s e m a n t i c s o f i n t e r a c t i o n and s o c i a l r e l a t i o n 

s h i p . S o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s , however, may a l s o be viewed as a 



s y s t e m a t i c a l l y c o h e r e n t v o c a b u l a r y o f l a b e l s w h i c h a r e employed 

by a P p l y i n g c e r t a i n r u l e s — f o r t h i s r e a s o n we may sneak o f t h e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between p e o p l e as s y n t a c t i c a l o r - r u l e based. 

I n d i v i d u a l s X and Y, f o r i n s t a n c e , may employ the r e c i p r o c a l 

c a t e g o r i e s " f a t h e r " and "son" because X i s t h e l e g a l g u a r d i a n 

and assumed g e n i t o r o f Y. I n t h i s case " f a t h e r " and "son" a r e 

a p p l i e d not because o f the a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h X and Y a r e engaged 

i n , but because o f the r u l e s w h i c h i n c e r t a i n c o n t e x t s govern 

t h e i r u s e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , the c a t e g o r i e s employed would s t i l l 

p o s s e s s the semantic q u a l i t y mentioned above and the r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between X and Y c o u l d n o t be p r o p e r l y u n d e r s t o o d , i n our o p i n i o n , 

u n l e s s t h i s was a l s o brought i n t o the d e s c r i p t i o n and a n a l y s i s 

o f t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n . The need f o r t h i s semantic a p p r e c i a t i o n . 

would be e v i d e n t i f , f o r example, Y r e f e r r e d t o h i s g e n i t o r and 

l e g a l g u a r d i a n as "son". I f Y was t h r e e y e a r s o l d X would l i k e l y 

d i s m i s s the event as a m i s t a k e and assume t h a t l i t t l e Y had 

s i m p l y not p r o p e r l y g r a s p e d the s y n t a x o f a p p l y i n g such c a t e g o r i e s 

as " f a t h e r " and "son". I f Y was a t e e n a g e r , however, might 

o b j e c t t o s u c h a p r a c t i s e and v i e w i t as an i m p e r t i n e n c e — 

i . e . j X would o b j e c t to what Y was t r y i n g t o s i g n i f y and what t h i s 

i m p l i e d about t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

The r e m a i n d e r o f t h i s s tudy i s an attempt t o grasp 

c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f K a s i n i i n t e r a c t i o n and s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

We c o n s i d e r b o t h the s y n t a x and s e m a n t i c s o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s 

and c e n t e r on t h e i n f e r e n c e s K a s i n i drew from p h y s i c a l s e p a r a t i o n , 

d i f f e r e n c e s between i n d i v i d u a l s and changes t h a t o c c u r r e d i n 

i n d i v i d u a l c a p a b i l i t i e s . We b e g i n , i n Chapter f i v e , by i n t r o d u c 

i n g c e r t a i n i d e a s K a s i n i had about t h e m s e l v e s and t h e r e a l i t y i n 



w h i c h they l i v e d . T h i s e n t r a n c e to K a s i n i c u l t u r e i s a h i t 

a r b i t r a r y but l a y s the f o u n d a t i o n f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g a number o f 

i m p o r t a n t i s s u e s we d i s c u s s l a t e r . Chapter s i x a t t e m p t s two 

t h i n g s . I n the c o n t e x t o f i l l u s t r a t i n g t he p r e v a l e n c e o f a 

p a r t i c u l a r k i n d o f r e l a t i o n s h i p we p r o v i d e a broad f o r m u l a o r 

a x i s i n terms o f w h i c h r e l a t i o n s h i p s o f many k i n d s — s o c i a l and 

o t h e r w i s e — were r e c o g n i z e d . T h i s a x i s , o r what Ge e r t z might 

c a l l a t e m p l a t e , was n o t so much a r e f l e c t i o n o f any s p e c i f i c 

s i t u a t i o n o r event as i t was a means o f r e c o g n i z i n g s i g n i f i c a n t 

a s p e c t s o f many e v e n t s . I t f u n c t i o n e d as a method o f i n t e r p r e t 

i n g o r g i v i n g a p a r t i c u l a r c a s t t o events and thus s e r v e d K a s i n i 

as a framework f o r e x p e r i e n c i n g what went on around them. I n 

no demonstrable sense i s t h i s a x i s d e r i v a t i v e o f e i t h e r s o c i a l 

a rrangements, p r a c t i c a l concerns o r i n d e e d any p a r t i c u l a r 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n a t a l l , i t i s s i m p l y t h e r e , a g i v e n i n K a s i n i 

c u l t u r e . 

I n Chapters seven and e i g h t we examine t h e K a s i n i l o g i c 

o f i n t e r a c t i o n and c o n s i d e r the s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s used by pe o p l e 

who were i n s u s t a i n e d c o n t a c t a l o n g w i t h the i n f e r e n c e s t h a t were 

drawn from d i f f e r e n c e s i n i n d i v i d u a l a b i l i t y . Chapter e i g h t i s 

an attempt t o u n d e r s t a n d K a s i n i domestic groups as a s t r u c t u r e 

o f p r e f e r r e d c o m b i n a t i o n s of p e o p l e i n t e r a c t i n g . I t i s i n d i v i d u a l 

p r e f e r e n c e , . n o t the group i t s e l f , t h a t c o n s t i t u t e s the p o i n t o f 

d e p a r t u r e i n t h i s a n a l y s i s . I n b o t h c h a p t e r s we p r o v i d e e v i d e n c e 

t h a t b e h a v i o r i n f l u e n c e d how s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s were employed and 

r e l a t i o n s h i p p e r c e i v e d . There were, however, c e r t a i n l i m i t a t i o n s 

t o t h i s p r o c e s s and the a p p l i c a t i o n o f c a t e g o r i e s was n o t , f o r 

th e most p a r t , d e r i v a t i v e o f the a c t i v i t y o f p e o p l e i n f r e q u e n t 
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c o n t a c t . I n o t h e r words t h e r e was a tendency to employ s o c i a l 

c a t e g o r i e s i n terms o f c e r t a i n r u l e s g o v e r n i n g t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n 

and t o some e x t e n t i t i s f r u i t f u l t o a p p r e c i a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p and 

u n d e r s t a n d K a s i n i b e h a v i o r as f o l l o w i n g from the a p p l i c a t i o n o f 

s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s . We cannot, however, d e v e l o p a one s i d e d 

t h e s i s a l o n g t h e s e l i n e s a l t h o u g h i n t h i s r e g a r d i t i s o f i n t e r e s t 

to c o n s i d e r the broad i m p l i c a t i o n s o f someone who t h i n k s he can. 

I n a d e n s e l y argued work F o r t e s has r e c e n t l y w r i t t e n , 

" K i n s h i p p r e d i c a t e s the axiom o f a m i t y ... What ( t h i s ) r u l e p o s i t s 
i s t h a t ' k i n s f o l k ' have i r r e s i s t a b l e c l a i m s on one a n o t h e r ' s .;, 
s u p p o r t and c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n c o n t r a d i s t i n c t i o n to 'non-kinsmen' 
s i m p l y by r e a s o n o f t h e f a c t t h a t they a r e k i n " ( F o r t e s 1969:237-8). 

The m e t h o d o l o g i c a l d r i f t o f F o r t e s ' p o s i t i o n i s t o 

b e g i n w i t h the s t r u c t u r e o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s and t h e n attempt to 

u n d e r s t a n d s o c i a l b e h a v i o r i n terms o f t h i s framework.4 A m i c a b l e 

b e h a v i o r , as he says, f o l l o w s from a knowledge.of who are k i n s f o l k . 
T h i s knowledge and the means o f e s t a b l i s h i n g i t a r e , i t would 

seem, n e c e s s a r i l y i n v a r i a n t — a p e r s o n cannot be c a t e g o r i z e d as 

a "kinsman" a t one t i m e and a "non-kinsman" a t a n o t h e r i f a m i t y i s 

4. S i n c e t h i s narrow s y n o p s i s o f F o r t e s ' p o s i t i o n does not 
i n c l u d e j u r a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , i . e . , systems o f r i g h t s and 
o b l i g a t i o n s , i t s h o u l d not be t a k e n too l i t e r a l l y . I n p a s s i n g , 
however, i t i s w o r t h p o i n t i n g out how c o n f o u n d i n g h i s p o s i t i o n 
can become. The s o - c a l l e d axiom o f a m i t y i s , o f c o u r s e , a 
taxonomic c l a s s w h i c h i m p l i e s t h a t a m i c a b l e b e h a v i o r i s 
i n t r i n s i c a l l y i d e n t i f i a b l e — i n t h i s r e g a r d one.need o n l y 
r e f l e c t on how v a r i o u s a r e the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s • o f the muscle 
c o n t r a c t i o n s of the f a c e w h i c h r e s u l t i n an upward curve 
o f the l i p s . Depending on c u l t u r a l l y d e f i n e d c o n t e x t t h i s 
b e h a v i o r may be i n t e r p r e t e d a s , f o r i n s t a n c e , a s m i l e o r l e e r . 
As s t a t e d , however, F o r t e s ' b e h a v i o r a l c l a s s i s e n t i r e l y 
d e v o i d o f c r i t e r i a f o r i n c l u s i o n i n i t and f o r t h i s r e a s o n 
h i s a t t e m p t a t g e n e r a l i z a t i o n cannot be a p p l i e d s i m p l y because 
we have no means o f i d e n t i f y i n g a m i t y i n i t s s p e c i f i c 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s . I n t h i s r a t h e r ungenerous l i g h t what began 
as g e n e r a l i t y ends as a b s u r d i t y i . e . " K i n s h i p p r e d i c a t e s 

( w h a t ? ? ) " . 
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t o be p r e d i c a t e d on k i n s h i p . The s t r u c t u r a l shape o f p e o p l e i n 

r e l a t i o n s h i p t h e r e f o r e depends on how th e y appear t o each o t h e r 

as members o f d i s c r e t e segments. The a n a l y t i c a l emphasis con

s e q u e n t l y must f a l l on the s e segments, e.g. k i n / n o n - k i n , and 

from t h i s knowledge c e r t a i n k i n d s o f b e h a v i o r may be e x p e c t e d . 

I n many e t h n o g r a p h i c s t u d i e s , k i n s h i p terms are c o n s i d e r e d 

as an autonomous corpus and perhaps f o r many s o c i e t i e s t h i s k i n d 

o f c l o s u r e i s j u s t i f i e d . I n Chapter n i n e , however, we show how 

K a s i n i k i n terms c o n s t i t u t e a s u b - c l a s s o f c a t e g o r i e s and a r e 

encompassed i n a much b r o a d e r framework. The coherence o f t h i s 

l a r g e r framework i s a c h i e v e d , f u r t h e r m o r e , by i n v e r t i n g t h e 

emphasis between c a t e g o r y and b e h a v i o r t h a t F o r t e s a d v o c a t e s . 

S o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s a r e d e a l t w i t h i n terms o f a d e s c r i p t i o n o f 

b e h a v i o r and t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n i s u n d e r s t o o d as f o l l o w i n g from 

c e r t a i n k i n d s o f b e h a v i o r . I n o t h e r words b e h a v i o r i t s e l f p o s s e s s e s 

a s t r u c t u r a l eloquence w h i c h promotes the use o f c e r t a i n s o c i a l 

c a t e g o r i e s — a c t i v i t y e s t a b l i s h e s r e l a t i o n s h i p t h a t s o c i a l 

c a t e g o r i e s s i m p l y p o r t r a y . F o r the K a s i n i , as a r e s u l t , t h e r e 

e x i s t e d no i n v a r i a n t form o f d i s c r e t e s o c i a l segments, s i n c e a 

p e r s o n c o u l d be c a t e g o r i z e d a s , f o r i n s t a n c e , k i n o r n o n - k i n a t 

d i f f e r e n t t i m e s depending on whether a m i t y o r enmity was thought 

to p r e v a i l . The s t r u c t u r a l shape o f K a s i n i i n r e l a t i o n s h i p 

t h e r e f o r e depended on how t h e y i n t e r p r e t e d t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 

a c t i v i t y . Consequently t h e emphasis f a l l s on how t h e y 

r e c o g n i z e d m e a n i n g f u l b e h a v i o r when t h e y saw i t and what s o r t s 

o f i n f e r e n c e t h e y drew from i t i n p a r t i c u l a r c o n t e x t s . S t r i c t l y 

speaking' we a r e n o t d e a l i n g here w i t h a c l a s s o f b e h a v i o r but the 
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event o f s e p a r a t i o n and what s i g n i f i c a n c e v a r y i n g f r e q u e n c e o f 

c o n t a c t had f o r K a s i n i . There we're s o c i a l r e a s o n s f o r s e p a r a t i o n 

w h i c h we d i s c u s s i n Chapter e i g h t , a l t h o u g h t h e event seems to 

have r e s u l t e d l a r g e l y f rom p r a c t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s c e n t e r i n g on 

t h e f o o d q u e s t . 

I n Chapter t e n we d i s c u s s the K a s i n i i n s t i t u t i o n o f 

m a r r i a g e as a p i v o t a l s t r u c t u r e i n t h e i r s o c i e t y and examine how 

i t f u n c t i o n e d as a mechanism f o r d r awing t o g e t h e r t h o s e who were 

s e p a r a t e d . 

We can see i n the two approaches o u t l i n e d above t h a t 

i t i s n o t a q u e s t i o n o f t h e p r e s e n c e o r absence o f s t r u c t u r e , f o r 

b o t h a c h i e v e t h i s q u i t e a d e q u a t e l y . R a t h e r , i t i s a q u e s t i o n o f 

t h e immutable o r r e l a t i v e n a t u r e o f p r o p e r t i e s a s c r i b e d to 

p e o p l e . Each encourage q u i t e d i f f e r e n t a p p r e c i a t i o n s o f t h e 

c u l t u r a l form o f s o c i a l l i f e . On t h e one hand we have what may 

be c a l l e d the segmentary t e c h n i q u e i n i d e n t i f y i n g the s o c i o 

l o g i c a l o t h e r . Here the a p p l i c a t i o n o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s stems 

f r o m a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f s p e c i f i c r u l e s and t h e y p r o v i d e an 

u n e q u i v o c a l and t i m e l e s s d e f i n i t i o n o f p e o p l e . On the o t h e r 

hand we have what may be c a l l e d the o r i e n t a t i o n a l t e c h n i q u e i n 

i d e n t i f y i n g t h e s o c i o l o g i c a l o t h e r . I n t h i s case the a p p l i c a t i o n 

o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s i s d e r i v e d from th e meaning t h a t o b t a i n s i n 

p r e v a i l i n g a c t i v i t y . The s o c i a l l i f e o f e v e r y p e o p l e would 

p r o b a b l y admit t o a n a l y s i s from b o t h t h e s e approaches, a l t h o u g h i t 

seems the encompassing framework i n most s o c i e t i e s i s segmentary 

i n n a t u r e . I n t h i s r e g a r d K a s i n i appear r e m a r k a b l e , s i n c e , f o r 

them, the encompassing framework was o r i e n t a t i o n a l . 
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CHAPTER I I  

SETTING: GEOGRAPHICAL AFP HISTORICAL  

Topography and C l i m a t e 

The P e l l y R i v e r d r a i n a g e b a s i n c o v e r s a l a r g e a r e a i n 

the s o u t h e a s t e r n s e c t o r o f the Yukon T e r r i t o r y . Prom i t s s o u r c e 

c l o s e t o t h e Yukon—Northwest T e r r i t o r y b o r d e r deep i n t h e Selwyn 

mountain range the r i v e r f l o w s i n a s o u t h w e s t e r l y d i r e c t i o n 

towards t h e p l a t e a u between the Selwyn range to the e a s t and. the 

P e l l y range t o the west. On r e a c h i n g the s o u t h e a s t e r n e x t r e m i t i e s 

o f t h i s 2,000 f o o t h i g h p l a t e a u the P e l l y f l o w s t h r o u g h i t t o t h e 

n o r t h w e s t u n t i l . i t ' s . 300 m i l e course t e r m i n a t e s i n a j u n c t i o n 

w i t h the Yukon r i v e r n e a r t h e p r e s e n t s i t e o f P e l l y C r o s s i n g . 

The tv/o major t r i b u t a r i e s o f the P e l l y , the Ross and M a c m i l l a n 

r i v e r s , a l s o have t h e i r headwaters i n the Selwyn mountain range 

and j o i n the P e l l y a t about 100 m i l e i n t e r v a l s from the source o f 

the mainstream. 

West o f the P e l l y a r e o t h e r r i v e r s w h i c h a l s o f l o w i n t o 

t h e Yukon, the most i m p o r t a n t b e i n g the "Big and L i t t l e Salmon 

r i v e r s . 

South and s o u t h e a s t o f the P e l l y d r a i n a g e the r i v e r s 

a r e p a r t o f the A r c t i c w a tershed and f l o w i n t o t h e Mackenzie 

r i v e r . I m m e d i a t e l y t o the s o u t h i s the L i a r d and one o f i t s main 

t r i b u t a r i e s , the Prances r i v e r . T h i s system f l o w s s o u t h and then 

n o r t h e a s t f o r some hundreds o f m i l e s b e f o r e j o i n i n g t h e Mackenzie 

a t P o r t Simpson. 

E a s t of' the P e l l y d r a i n a g e and c l o s e to the tv/o main 

t r i b u t a r i e s o f the P e l l y r i v e r i s the K e e l e r i v e r } w h i c h f l o w s 
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n o r t h e a s t and the n e a s t i n t o the Mackenzie about 50 m i l e s upstream 

from P o r t Norman. 

These r i v e r systems c o n s t i t u t e the l i k e l y r o u t e s by 

wh i c h v a r i o u s p e o p l e s who l i v e on the upper P e l l y r i v e r g a i n e d 

a c c e s s t o the r e g i o n . 

The topography o f the a r e a i s rough, mountainous and 

d i s s e c t e d hj numerous streams and r i v e r s . The P e l l y range, w h i c h 

i s between 4,000 and 6,000 f e e t h i g h and west o f the P e l l y r i v e r , 

i s more o r l e s s p a r a l l e l t o the Selwyn range t o the e a s t w h i c h i s 

between 5,000 and 7,000 f e e t . These mountains a r e f a i r l y e v e n l y 

c o v e r e d by c o n i f e r s , m o s t l y Spruce and P i n e , up to about 3,500 

f e e t ; however, o n l y i n f r e q u e n t l y do i n d i v i d u a l t r e e s have a 

di a m e t e r g r e a t e r t h a n t e n ' i n c h e s . P o p l a r , b i r c h and r e d w i l l o w 

a r e v e r y common i n r a v i n e s and o l d a l l u v i a l t e r r a c e s o f the moi s t 

l o w l a n d s . I n some a r e a s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e p l a t e a u r e g i o n a l o n g 

t h e P e l l y r i v e r , v e g e t a t i o n i s spa r s e and one f i n d s o n l y bunch 

g r a s s e s , low shrubs and ground p l a n t s — a m i c r o - c l i m a t e w h i c h 

might almost be d e s c r i b e d as a r i d . 

The s t u n t e d and sp a r s e q u a l i t y o f most o f the v e g e t a t i o n 

i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the Yukon r e g i o n , w h i c h i s w e l l i n l a n d , 

shadowed from the m o i s t u r e l a d e n a i r o f the P a c i f i c and a l s o 

s u b j e c t t o l o n g , s e v e r e w i n t e r s . O c t o b e r u s u a l l y marks the 

b e g i n n i n g o f w i n t e r , and May the time o f break-up on t h e l a r g e s t 

r i v e r s . S u s t a i n e d 'winter t e m p e r a t u r e s o f -20P a r e common and not 

i n f r e q u e n t l y the thermometer w i l l plummet t o -75P o r even c o l d e r , 

e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g January and F e b r u a r y . P r e c i p i t a t i o n i s e s p e c i a l l y 

l i g h t i n the i n t e r - m o u n t a i n p l a t e a u t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e P e l l y 

f l o w s and o n l y i n f r e q u e n t l y does more t h a n two or t h r e e f e e t o f 
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snow f a l l d u r i n g the e i g h t month w i n t e r . P r e c i p i t a t i o n i n the 

mountains i s somewhat h e a v i e r . A n o t h e r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f e a t u r e 

o f the c l i m a t e i s the s e a s o n a l extremes i n exposure t o s u n l i g h t . 

D u r i n g w i n t e r months t h e r e i s l i t t l e more than f o u r o r f i v e 

h o u r s s u n l i g h t p e r day, whereas i n the summer months p r e c i s e l y 

t h e o p p o s i t e o c c u r s . T h i s f e a t v i r e i s c o n d u c i v e t o r a p i d matura

t i o n o f s m a l l p l a n t s and shrubs w h i c h grow q u i c k l y and go to 

seed w i t h i n t h e s h o r t g r o w i n g season. However, i t does n o t 

encourage r a p i d development o f l a r g e r p l a n t s and c o n s e q u e n t l y 

r e s t r i c t s f o r e s t growth. 

E a r l y C o n t a c t 

The l a t e 1 8 t h and e a r l y 1 9 t h C e n t u r i e s saw the f i r s t 

c o n t a c t by Whitemen w i t h a r e a s p e r i p h e r a l to the upper P e l l y 

r i v e r r e g i o n . F i r s t came the R u s s i a n s on the P a c i f i c c o a s t , and 

n o t l o n g a f t e r the N o r t h West Company began e x p l o r i n g and 

e s t a b l i s h i n g . t r a d i n g ' p o s t s on the Mackenzie r i v e r and i t s 

t r i b u t a r i e s . By the e a r l y 1800's t h e . I n d i a n s o f t h e P e l l y r i v e r 

were almost surrounded by those who had d i r e c t c o n t a c t w i t h the 

Whiteman and a c c e s s to h i s t r a d e goods ( M c C l e l l a n , 1 9 6 4 : 3 - 6 ) . 

A c t u a l White p e n e t r a t i o n o f t h e r e g i o n d i d n o t t a k e 

p l a c e u n t i l t h e summer o f 1840 when Robert Campbell d i s c o v e r e d 

the P e l l y r i v e r w h i l e c a r r y i n g out e x p l o r a t i o n s f o r the Hudson's 

Bay Company. I n 1842 Campbell c o n s t r u c t e d G l e n l y o n House a t 

F r a n c e s Lake and i n 1846 t h e p o s t o f P e l l y Banks was c o n s t r u c t e d 

on the P e l l y r i v e r n e a r the mouth of the Campbell r i v e r . 

However, i n 1849 P e l l y Banks b u r n t down and t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r 

G l e n l y o n House was abandoned f o r the more s u c c e s s f u l o p e r a t i o n 

a t F o r t S e l k i r k , b u i l t i n 1848 a t the mouth o f the Pell}?- r i v e r . 
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But t h i s too was abandoned i n 1852, due i n p a r t t o d i s c o v e r y o f 

e a s i e r a c c e s s r o u t e s to the r i c h e r f u r a r e a s to the n o r t h and. a l s o 

t h e h o s t i l e c o m p e t i t i o n o f T l i n g i t t r a d e r s on the upper Yukon 

r i v e r . Thus I n d i a n - W h i t e t r a d e was t e r m i n a t e d i n the u pper 

P e l l y r i v e r r e g i o n , and none was o r g a n i z e d f o r the n e x t f i f t y 

Years ( C a m p b e l l , 1958). 

The d e t a i l e d r e s u l t s o f the s u s t a i n e d t r a d e on the 

p e r i p h e r i e s o f the r e g i o n and Campbell's b r i e f o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e 

a r e a , a r e d i f f i c u l t t o d e t e r m i n e but a few t h i n g s a r e q u i t e c l e a r . 

Trade between I n d i a n s , a t l e a s t on t h e lower P e l l y , had t a k e n 

p l a c e p r i o r t o Campbell's a r r i v a l \ f o r the I n d i a n s he met n e a r the 

c o n f l u e n c e o f the P e l l y and Yukon a l r e a d y p o s s e s s e d a few i t e m s 

w hich were, o f b o t h R u s s i a n and Hudson's Bay Company o r i g i n 

( W i l s o n , 1970: 77-78). Thus, a l t h o u g h Campbell makes no s i m i l a r 

o b s e r v a t i o n s about the I n d i a n s o f the upper P e l l y , t r a d e goods 

were e n t e r i n g the r e g i o n p r i o r t o White c o n t a c t . A l s o , i f 

Campbell's u n s p e c i f i e d d e s c r i p t i o n s o f i n t e r n e c i n e c o n f l i c t i s 

any i n d i c a t i o n , the c o n c e n t r i c a t t r a c t i o n o f t h e t r a d i n g p o s t s 

a t b o t h Prances Lake and P e l l y Banks drew p e o p l e t o g e t h e r who 

p r e v i o u s l y had. -had- very', l i t t l e t o ' d o ' w i t h one'another and;/very 

p r o b a b l y any correspondence t h a t might have e x i s t e d between 

t e r r i t o r i e s , s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s and l i n g u i s t i c a g g r e g a t e s was 

becoming r e a r r a n g e d . C e r t a i n l y e v e n t s f o l l o w i n g c l o s u r e o f 

P o r t P e l l y Banks suggest t h a t t h e y were becoming r e a r r a n g e d 

r a t h e r q u i c k l y , f o r 35 y e a r s l a t e r , i n 1887, the " P e l l y I n d i a n s 1 ' , 

as C a l b r e a t h d e s c r i b e s them, were t r a d i n g a t Pease Lake — 200 

m i l e s from the n e a r e s t p o i n t on the P e l l y r i v e r ( C a l b r e a t h , 1888). 
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But apart from these temporary t r a d i n g ventures out 
of the area, i t i s c l e a r from accounts of informants, e a r l y 
records ( F i e l d , 1913; P i k e , 1896) and more recent ethnographic 
surveys (Denniston^1966) that the p e r i o d immediately f o l l o w i n g 
Campbell's occupation of the upper P e l l y was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by 
c o n f l i c t and immigration of small groups from the south and 
n o r t h e a s t . Why these groups moved i n t o the area, i s not c e r t a i n 
but perhaps they themselves were being pushed out of other 
regions or were searching f o r r i c h e r f u r country. Whatever the 
case, i n s t o r i e s now t o l d about t h i s p e r i o d i t i s g e n e r a l l y h e l d ' 
t h a t immigrating groups had had recent contact w i t h White t r a d e r s 
and d i d possess guns. These gave the immigrants a decided advantage 
i n imposing t h e i r w i l l and making good t h e i r c l a i m to t e r r i t o r y 
i n h a b i t e d by K a s i n i who were l i v i n g northwest of Prances lake 
and along the P e l l y r i v e r . . C e r t a i n s i t e s are s t i l l w e l l known 
f o r the f i g h t i n g and k i l l i n g that went on during t h i s p e r i o d . 

These immigrant groups, however, were n e i t h e r l a r g e 
i n s i z e nor possessed of a common s o c i a l background or language 
and they presented no u n i f i e d f r o n t . The r e s u l t has been a 
gradual blending w i t h the K a s i n i and the question of o r i g i n s 
d a t i n g back to these times has come to bear l i t t l e s o c i o l o g i c a l 
weight.. 

Trapping Posts and the Pur Trade 
In the next phase of contact, e s t a b l i s h i n g t r a p p i n g 

posts and the wanderings of i n d i v i d u a l s prospectors f o l l o w i n g 
the Klondike gold rush,., brought d i r e c t and sustained contact to 
the K a s i n i . By 1900 numerous posts had been b u i l t along the 
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Yukon r i v e r and i t s e a s t e r n t r i b u t a r i e s , n o t a b l y by the company 

o f T a y l o r and Drury w h i c h began o p e r a t i o n s i n 1 8 9 q . At about 

t h e same time an independent f u r buyer e s t a b l i s h e d Nahanie House 

a t t h e c o n f l u e n c e o f the Ross and P e l l y r i v e r s and w i t h i n two 

y e a r s t h e Hudson's Bay Company reopened a s m a l l p o s t n e a r t h e i r 

o l d s i t e o f P e l l y Banks (Sheldon,1911: 190-3). I n 1905 T a y l o r 

and Drury bought out the o p e r a t i o n s a t b o t h Hahanie House and 

P e l l y Banks. The f o r m e r t h e y renamed Ross R i v e r and i t became 

the main s u p p l y depot f o r i t was the f a r t h e s t p o i n t on the P e l l y 

r i v e r w h i c h c o u l d be s u c c e s s f u l l y n a v i g a t e d by steamers t r a n s p o r t 

i n g f r e i g h t . 

As i t t u r n e d out Ross R i v e r was s t r a t e g i c a l l y l o c a t e d 

f o r n o t o n l y was i t a b l e t o s e r v e p e o p l e who h a b i t u a l l y l i v e d 

i n the a r e a but i t was a l s o a c c e s s i b l e to those who l i v e d i n 

t h e r e g i o n to the n o r t h . They t r a p p e d i n the M a c m i l l a n r i v e r 

a r e a and were composed o f an i n t e r m a r r i e d m i x t u r e o f p e o p l e 

who had t r a d e d out o f S e l k i r k and P o r t Norman. I n a d d i t i o n 

t h o s e who t r a p p e d on t h e b o r d e r s o f the h i n t e r l a n d o f p o s t s t o 

t h e west such as B i g Salmon, Carmacks and l i t t l e Salmon, a l s o 

began t o t r a d e a t Ross R i v e r . Soon a f t e r i t opened t h e r e f o r e , 

Ross R i v e r was f r e q u e n t e d by p e o p l e who i n h a b i t e d , q u i t e d i f f e r e n t 

t e r r i t o r i e s , were s o c i a l l y p e r i p h e r a l to one a n o t h e r and who 

w e r e - q u i t e d i s t i n c t i n d i a l e c t and. custom. Fu r t h e r m o r e , t h e r e 

was a t t h i s time a f a i r l y s t a b l e arrangement o f l a n d use amongst 

t h e s e p e o p l e . T r a p p i n g had j u s t begun and the l a n d was s t i l l 

r i c h i n f u r , hence t h e r e was l i t t l e r e a s o n f o r p e o p l e to move 

i n t o t e r r i t o r i e s t h a t were b o t h u n f a m i l i a r and i n h a b i t e d by 

s t r a n g e r s . As a r e s u l t t h e s e l i n g u i s t i c and t e r r i t o r i a l 
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c l u s t e r s remained c u l t u r a l l y and e c o n o m i c a l l y d i s t i n c t e n t i t i e s 

whose i n t e r c h a n g e appears t o have been r e s t r i c t e d t o r i t u a l 

c o m p e t i t i o n s i n s i n g i n g and gam b l i n g d u r i n g the few weeks t h e y 

met each y e a r w h i l e p a t r o n i z i n g the Ross R i v e r p o s t . 

Throughout the n e x t 35 y e a r s t h e s e s e p a r a t e c l u s t e r s 

became i n c r e a s i n g l y d i s c r e t e — not because t h e y were p o l i t i c a l 

o r l a n d h o l d i n g u n i t s as some e a r l y o b s e r v e r s have suggested 

( K e e l e , 1910), but because: 1) t h e y r e c o g n i z e d each o t h e r as 

b e i n g c u l t u r a l l y d i f f e r e n t and t h e r e f o r e u n p r e d i c t a b l e and 

p r o b a b l y dangerous', 2) they o c c u p i e d d i f f e r e n t t e r r i t o r i e s t h a t 

were s u f f i c i e n t to t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e needs, 3) th e y appear t o 

have been a b l e t o f i n d w i t h i n t h e i r own r a n k s s u f f i c i e n t numbers 

of m a r r i g e a b l e people, to p e r p e t u a t e t h e m s e l v e s , and 4) the s o c i a l 

d i s t a n c e t h a t e x i s t e d between th e s e t h r e e c l u s t e r s was f u r t h e r 

a c c e n t u a t e d by the developments o f the f u r t r a d e t h a t took p l a c e 

i n the 1920's and 1930's. D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d a t l e a s t six. o t h e r 

t r a p p i n g p o s t s were e s t a b l i s h e d i n the a r e a (see Map 2 ) . To 

th e n o r t h independent f u r buyers c o n s t r u c t e d t h r e e p o s t s on the 

M a c m i l l a n r i v e r and a n o t h e r a t Sheldon Lake. To t h e so u t h a 

p o s t was o p e r a t e d a t Prances Lake and T a y l o r and Drury e s t a b l i s h e d 

a post a t P e l l y Lakes. And t o the west T a y l o r and Drury a l s o 

o p e r a t e d a s m a l l o u t p o s t a t Rose P o i n t . Consequently, a p a r t from 

d e c r e a s i n g t h e need to come t o Ross R i v e r a t a l l , the emergence 

o f these new commercial c e n t e r s f u r t h e r s e p a r a t e d , i n terms o f 

g e o g r a p h i c a l d i s t a n c e , t h e s e d i f f e r e n t t r a p p i n g communities. 

The Commitment to T r a p p i n g 

A f t e r h i s i n i t i a l e x p l o r a t i o n o f the Prances Lake and 



u 
upper P e l l y r i v e r a r e a s Robert Campbell a p p a r e n t l y made t h e o b s e r v a 

t i o n t h a t i t would be v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o e s t i m a t e t h e t r u e f u r 

p o t e n t i a l o f a c o u n t r y so i n t e r r u p t e d by mountains and v a l l e y s . 

From h i s own e x p e r i e n c e such topography was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by 

s m a l l but r i c h p o c k e t s o f f u r b e a r i n g a n i m a l s t h a t a f f o r d e d 

p r o f i t a b l e e x p l o i t a t i o n f o r o n l y s h o r t p e r i o d s o f t i m e . Thus, 

q u i t e a p a r t from the l a r g e r p o p u l a t i o n s on the l o w e r P e l l y , i t 

may have been t h e s u s p i c i o n o f an uneven f u r p o t e n t i a l on the 

upper P e l l y w h i c h l e d " t h e Hudson's Bay Company in v e s t m e n t t o be 

c o n c e n t r a t e d on the l o w e r P e l l y a t F o r t S e l k i r k . 

I n many ways Campbell's e a r l i e r assessment was r e f l e c t e d 

i n subsequent e v e n t s . Amongst t h e K a s i n i t h e r e i s no i n d i c a t i o n 

o f an " a t o m i s t i c " form o f o r g a n i z a t i o n such as emerged w i t h o t h e r 

n o r t h e r n Athapaskan (Je r m e s s , 1937) and A l g o n k i a n ( H i c k e r s o n . 

1967) p e o p l e s a f t e r the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the f u r t r a d e and the 

development o f e x c l u s i v e c o r p o r a t e r i g h t s o v e r s p e c i f i c p l o t s 

o f l a n d f o r t r a p p i n g p u r p o s e s . W i t h i n the K a s i n i region,, i t 

appears t h a t no p a r t i c u l a r a r e a c o u l d ensure, f o r even a few 

y e a r s , a s u s t a i n e d f u r ' . y i e l d . K a s i n i found i t n e c e s s a r y t o move 

f r e q u e n t l y from one a r e a t o a n o t h e r i n s e a r c h o f f u r . There 

were, o f c o u r s e , l i m i t s t o t h e i r meanderings and t h e s e we w i l l 

d i s c u s s p r e s e n t l y . However, i t i s i m p o r t a n t t o bear i n mind t h a t 

n e i t h e r b e f o r e n o r a f t e r the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f the t r a p p i n g b u s i n e s s 

does t h e r e appear t o have been any system o f t e n u r e whereby 

s p e c i f i c p l o t s o f l a n d were a l l o c a t e d t o d i s c r e t e groups o r t o 

i n d i v i d u a l s . 

The u n e v e n l y d i s t r i b u t e d and q u i c k l y exhausted f u r 

r e s o u r c e s o f the a r e a a r e f u r t h e r r e f l e c t e d i n t h e t o t a l number o f 
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t r a p p i n g p o s t s t h a t were e s t a b l i s h e d i n the r e g i o n . The P e l l y 

Banks, P e l l y Lakes and P r a n c e s Lake p o s t s were a l l c l o s e d and 

opened a number o f t i m e s b e f o r e t h e i r f i n a l c l o s u r e i n the 

1950's. I n p a r t t h i s was i n response t o c y c l i c a l d e p l e t i o n and 

r e s u r g e n c e o f f u r . b e a r i n g a n i m a l s b e i n g t r a p p e d i n a r e a s a d j a c e n t 

t o each p o s t . 

Dependence on t r a p p i n g , however, was n e v e r t o t a l f o r 

up u n t i l the mid 1920's v i r t u a l l y a l l f o o d the K a s i n i consumed 

was o b t a i n e d t h r o u g h t h e i r own e f f o r t s from the l a n d . Trade 

goods, w h i c h were r e s t r i c t e d p r i m a r i l y to f a b r i c s , condiments, 

t o b a c c o and hardware i t e m s , were a p p r e c i a t e d p r i m a r i l y f o r t h e i r 

n o v e l t y and o b v i o u s c o n v e n i e n c e . Even u n t i l 1955 t h e dependence 

on the t r a p p i n g p o s t f o r f o o d i n v o l v e d r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l , a l t h o u g h 

perhaps c r i t i c a l amounts o f f l o u r , r i c e and s u g a r . 

We can t h e r e f o r e c h a r a c t e r i z e K a s i n i p r o d u c t i o n w i t h 

t h e f r e q u e n t l y used r u b r i c " h u n t i n g and t r a p p i n g " . However, i n 

d o i n g so we must bear i n mind t h a t t r a p p i n g became f u n c t i o n a l l y 

r e l a t e d to h u n t i n g i n a way t h a t d i d n o t c o r r e s p o n d t o any o f 

t h e p r e v i o u s g a t h e r i n g a c t i v i t i e s . Indeed, t h e r e i s r e a s o n to 

s u s p e c t t h a t a f t e r i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t r a p p i n g the K a s i n i became 

more committed t o h u n t i n g t h a n they had e v e r been b e f o r e . 

T h i s i s based on t h r e e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . F i r s t , p r i o r 

t o t r a p p i n g t h e K a s i n i p o s s e s s e d no w o r k i n g dogs. There i s some 

ev i d e n c e t h e y had s m a l l h u n t i n g watch dogs, but from a l l a c c o u n t s 

i n t h i s and s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a s i t i s c l e a r t h a t m o b i l i t y was 

p r i m a r i l y p e d e s t r i a n and goods were moved by b a c k - p a c k i n g o r on 

h a n d - p u l l e d s k i n toboggans. The i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t r a p p i n g , however, 
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i n c r e a s e d t h e need f o r a more e f f i c i e n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . T h i s 

was n e c e s s a r y n o t so much f o r t r a p p i n g i t s e l f as i t was f o r t h e 

movement o f b o t h goods and pe o p l e between a p a r t i c u l a r t r a p p i n g 

a r e a and-the p o s t . Such t r i p s were u s u a l l y made i n m i d - w i n t e r and 

e a r l y s p r i n g and, f o r the K a s i n i , f r e q u e n t l y i n v o l v e d t o t a l 

d i s t a n c e s p e r t r i p o f 80 - 150 m i l e s . I n t h e s h o r t r u n t h e 

a c q u i s i t i o n o f l a r g e , s t r o n g work dogs to p u l l l o a d e d toboggans 

prove d an e f f i c i e n t answer. 

Secondly, t h e r e has been e x t e n s i v e r e c e n t d i s c u s s i o n 

o f f a c t o r s w h i c h l i m i t the p o p u l a t i o n o f h u n t i n g and g a t h e r i n g 

s o c i e t i e s (Lee and DeVore. 1968: 221-48), and a l t h o u g h n o t h i n g 

c o n c l u s i v e has come o f t h i s , t h e r e has been c o n s i d e r a b l e emphasis 

on t r e a t i n g h u n t e r s w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t o f a " p r e d a t o r - p r e y " 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . T h i s emphasis has i n t u r n been p l a c e d w i t h i n t h e 

i n t e r p r e t i v e framework o f what has come t o be known as L i e b i g ' s 

"law o f the minimum". T h i s i s a "statement about b i o l o g i c a l 

e v o l u t i o n w h i c h c a l l s a t t e n t i o n t o the f a c t t h a t s e l e c t i o n and 

a d a p t a t i o n respond t o minimum r a t h e r than maximum f e a t u r e s o f the 

environment" ( P r i e d . 1 9 6 7 : 6 5 ) . 

I n the case of p r e d a t o r p o p u l a t i o n s w h i c h p r e y on s m a l l 

a n i m a l s t h e r e i s o f t e n a r a p i d f l u c t u a t i o n i n t h e i r p o p u l a t i o n 

s i z e i f t h e p r e y s p e c i e s i s on a s h o r t p o p u l a t i o n cycle w h i c h i s 

c o n t r o l l e d by means o t h e r t h a n p r e d a t i o n . Such i s the case w i t h 

l y n x and r a b b i t s i n the b o r e a l f o r e s t r e g i o n . However, i n the 

case o f "man the h u n t e r " , who does not have t h e same r e c o v e r y 

r a t e as t h e l y n x , t h e p o p u l a t i o n f r e q u e n t l y appears t o l e v e l out 

a t o r n e a r the f o o d c a p a c i t y o f the l a n d which i s a v a i l a b l e 
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d u r i n g the l e a n e s t p e r i o d s . T h i s can be gauged e i t h e r i n terms 

o f the l e a n e s t time of the y e a r and/or the extreme n a d i r o f t h e 

a n i m a l p o p u l a t i o n w h i c h might o c c u r o n l y once p e r decade o r l e s s . 

T h i r d l y , i f the "law o f the minimum" argument i s even 

r o u g h l y c o r r e c t we can be sure t h a t c e r t a i n consequences would 

i n e v i t a b l y a t t e n d the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f dogs t o the K a s i n i economy. 

Q u i t e a p a r t from t h e i r m o b i l i t y v a l u e dogs would a l s o c o n s t i t u t e 

an a d d i t i o n a l l o a d on the same, food r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e t o the 

K a s i n i f o r i n t h i s r e g i o n meat from b i g game a n i m a l s c o n s t i t u t e d 

by f a r the l a r g e s t source o f n u t r i t i o n . C o n sequently i f the 

p o p u l a t i o n o f b i g game a n i m a l s was u n a b l e t o i n c r e a s e i t s r a t e 

o f r e p r o d u c t i o n to accommodate the n e c e s s a r y i n c r e a s e i n p r e d a t i o n , 

t h e i n e v i t a b l e r e s u l t would be an e v e r - d e c l i n i n g q u a n t i t y o f 

f o o d f o r b o t h men and dogs. T h i s s i t u a t i o n , i f a l l o w e d t o 

c o n t i n u e f o r a s u f f i c i e n t l y l o n g p e r i o d o f t i m e , would g r a d u a l l y 

sharpen the a l t e r n a t i v e s open to any h u n t i n g and t r a p p i n g 

p e o p l e s : a) t h e y c o u l d g i v e up t h e i r dogs i n o r d e r to have 

s u f f i c i e n t food f o r t h e m s e l v e s : i n w h i c h case t h e y would p r o b a b l y 

have t o g i v e up t r a p p i n g , b) t h e y c o u l d spend more time h u n t i n g 

f o r an ever d e c r e a s i n g f o o d s u p p l y , i n w h i c h case t h e y would 

have to d e c r e a s e the time spent a t t r a p p i n g , c) thev c o u l d 

m i g r a t e t o a new a r e a i n the hopes t h a t i t was p l e n t i f u l i n b o t h 

f o o d and f u r s , o r d) they c o u l d r e l y i n c r e a s i n g l y on the t r a n c i n g 

p o s t to s u p p l y them w i t h c r i t i c a l amounts o f f o o d . T h i s f i n a l 

a l t e r n a t i v e does not appear to have been a v a i l a b l e to the K a s i n i 

u n t i l the l a t e 1930's and e a r l y 1940's. 

I t i s t h e r e f o r e p o s s i b l e t h a t K a s i n i t r a p p i n g a c t i v i t i e s , 

o v e r a s u f f i c i e n t l y l o n g p e r i o d o f time and i n some a r e a s , c o u l d 
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have been an u n s t a b l e a d a p t i v e r e s p o n s e . I n t h e f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r s 

we d e s c r i b e a way o f l i f e t h a t i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by f r e q u e n t group 

r e a l i g n m e n t and r a p i d movement and i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o say what 

t h e s e owe t o t h e i n f l u e n c e s c o n s i d e r e d above. I t i s l i k e l y , 

however, t h a t they became much more developed a f t e r t r a p p i n g 

began. 

i 
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CHAPTER'III 

NATURAL RESOURCES: LOCAL DIVERSITIES AFP SEASONAL VARIATIONS^ 

A f t e r 1900 the K a s i n i remained dependent on hunting, 
f i s h i n g and gathering, which r e q u i r e d m o b i l i t y and a v a r i e t y of 
e x p l o i t a t i v e techniques. Amongst hunters i n general,accumulation 
of goods i s constrained by t h e i r m o b i l i t y : "...needs are l i m i t e d , 
a v a r i c e i n h i b i t e d and — p o r t a b i l i t y (becomes) a main value i n 
the economic scheme of t h i n g s " (Sahlinsj1968:86). K a s i n i there
f o r e placed great emphasis on being able to manufacture both 
t o o l s and eauipment from the m a t e r i a l s at hand — r a f t s and s k i n , 
w a t e r c r a f t , bark or dug-out canoes, a v a r i e t y of bone and stone 
t o o l s , snowshoes, rawhide snares f o r both small and b i g game, 
f i s h nets made from sinews, l e a t h e r containers and. c l o t h i n g , 
d r i e d food, and brush s h e l t e r s set to an open f i r e . 

We have already argued that i t was not so much tr a p p i n g 
but the distances i n v o l v e d i n t r a d i n g that stimulated a need f o r 
an i n c r e a s i n g l y e f f i c i e n t mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . And t h i s 
r e s u l t e d i n the a c q u i s i t i o n of work dogs. In many respects the 
use of dogs re l a x e d the r e s t r i c t i o n s p r e v i o u s l y imposed by 
pe d e s t r i a n t r a v e l , on the qu a n t i t y of non-subsistence goods t h a t 
could be acquired at one time. These in c l u d e d f a b r i c s and 
var i o u s items of hardware which f r e q u e n t l y decreased e f f o r t needed 

1. In focus and even i n format the f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n has 
followed the l e a d of others. Some of these i n d i v i d u a l s and 
t h e i r works are considered i n t h i s chapter and the next. 
Hov/ever, there are some notable s t u d i e s which have been 
consulted but not mentioned; among these are the works of 
S u t t l e s (i960, 1962) f o r the Northwest Coast, Spencer (1959), 
and Damas (1966, 1969) f o r the Eskimo, Lee (1972) and M a r s h a l l 
(1959, I960) f o r the Bushman, and Helm (1965, 1968) f o r the 
Athapaskan speakers of the A r c t i c drainage. 
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t o s a t i s f y the r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r goods (guns, t r a p s , snare w i r e , 

k n i v e s and c o o k i n g u t e n s i l s ) , warmth (a x e s , f i l e s , saws, matches, 

l o g c a b i n s , s t o v e s and s t o v e p i p e s , c l o t h f o r t e n t s , b e d d i n g and 

c l o t h i n g ) and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ( a x e s , saws and wood p l a n e s f o r 

making s l e d g e s , toboggans and by the 1930's p l a n k b o a t s , the 

l a t t e r r e q u i r i n g i n t h e i r t u r n o u t b o a r d motors, o i l and. g a s o l i n e ) . 

I n h e r e n t i n t h i s p a t t e r n i s an o v e r a l l c o n f l i c t : on 

t h e one hand a s u s t a i n e d need f o r m o b i l i t y i n t h e f o o d q u e s t , 

and on the o t h e r dependence on a g r o w i n g number o f cumbersome, 

and even immoveable, m a t e r i a l p o s s e s s i o n s . 

To some e x t e n t t h i s c o n t r a d i c t i o n was mediated by dogs 

and the more e f f i c i e n t t r a n s p o r t a t i o n they p r o v i d e d . However, 

dogs vi ere an o b v i o u s advantage o n l y when used w i t h toboggans d u r i n g 

w i n t e r months. A t o t h e r t i m e s o f the y e a r , e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g 

l a t e s p r i n g , t h e dog became n o t o n l y l e s s u s e f u l but an a d d i t i o n a l 

p r e s s u r e on t h e t e m p o r a r i l y m a r g i n a l f o o d r e s o u r c e s . 

G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g t h e r e were seasons i n w h i c h 

a c c o u t r e m e n t s o b t a i n e d t h r o u g h and f o r t r a p p i n g were most u s e f u l . 

T r a p p i n g was c a r r i e d out from November t o March when p e l t s 

p o s s e s s e d t h e i r b e s t market v a l u e . l u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d most 

d o m e s t i c groups l i v e d i n w i d e l y d i s p e r s e d l o g c a b i n s o r semi

permanent t e n t camps, and a d j a c e n t to t h e s e t h e a d u l t males 

engaged i n t r a p p i n g . For the r e s t o f the y e a r h u n t i n g and 

g a t h e r i n g was the main a c t i v i t y and consequently- the c a b i n , 

s t o v e s , e x t r a c l o t h i n g and b e d d i n g , t r a p s , t o o l s and even e x t r a 

guns were l e f t b e h i n d — not t o be used a g a i n u n t i l t h e f o l l o w i n g 

s e a s o n . By the end o f A p r i l toboggans, s l e d g e s and showshoes 
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were a l s o cached u n t i l the f o l l o w i n g w i n t e r . I n the s p r i n g , 

summer and f a l l seasons t r a v e l was p r i m a r i l y on f o o t and goods 

were packed by b o t h man and dog from one f o o d s u p p l y t o the n e x t . 

T h i s r a t h e r s i m p l e s e a s o n a l p a t t e r n depended on 

a c q u i s i t i o n , b y the d o m e s t i c group, o f s u f f i c i e n t f o o d i n the f a l l 

months (September - October) i n o r d e r t h a t t r a p p i n g c o u l d be 

engaged i n f u l l - t i m e d u r i n g the w i n t e r . T h i s r e q u i r e m e n t , 

however, was seldom i f e v e r f u l l y met and h u n t i n g f r e q u e n t l y 

had t o be g i v e n p r i o r i t y even d u r i n g the t r a p p i n g season. 

I n a r e c e n t s t u d y i t has been e s t i m a t e d t h a t humans 

a r e capable o f l i v i n g on two pounds o f moose meat p e r day, and 

t h a t the average moose w i l l p r o v i d e 400 pounds o f f o o d 

( R i d i n g t o n 1 9 6 8 ) . L e t us c o n s i d e r one case i n v o l v i n g a K a s i n i 

man who a l l e g e d l y was a b l e to cache t h r e e moose, f i v e c a r i b o u 

and 500 f i s h i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the w i n t e r o f 1 9 4 6 - 4 7 . Fow i f 

we assume out o f hand t h a t the n u t r i t i o n a l v a l u e of moose, f i s h 

and c a r i b o u i s e q u i v a l e n t and a c c o r d an a r b i t r a r y average w e i g h t 

o f 200 e d i b l e pounds p e r c a r i b o u and 3 e d i b l e pounds p e r f i s h 

( b o t h o f w h i c h a r e p r o b a b l y over e s t i m a t e s V t h e r e would have been 

a t o t a l o f 3 7 0 0 pounds o f f o o d on hand. However, i f we a l s o 

assume t h a t dogs a r e c a p a b l e o f w o r k i n g e f f e c t i v e l y d u r i n g the 

w i n t e r on two pounds o f f o o d p e r day (which from our e x p e r i e n c e 

i s an u n d e r e s t i m a t e ) , we can v e r y r o u g h l y gauge.the f o o d r e q u i r e 

ments o f the group f o r the f i v e month t r a p p i n g 'season. I n d o i n g 

so we s h o u l d keep i n mind t h a t we have p r o b a b l y o v e r - e s t i m a t e d 

t h e a v a i l a b l e q u a n t i t y o f f o o d and u n d e r - e s t i m a t e d t h e needs o f 

t h e group. I n any case, the group i n q u e s t i o n i n v o l v e d t e n 
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people and f i v e dogs, which would r e q u i r e , according to our 
estimates, 4500 pounds of food — 800 pounds more than had been 
acquired i n the f a l l months. 

In the p a r t i c u l a r case i n question the f i v e caribou 
and three moose were considered to be an average to an above average 
f a l l catch. However, the 500 f i s h - '. catch was considered 
remarkable by a l l who knew about i t and most claimed never to 
have been able to cache i n excess of 60-80 f i s h f o r w i n t e r . 
Thus we may conclude that 2,000 pounds of meat and f i s h would 
have had to be procurred during the t r a p p i n g season by most 
domestic groups. 

These competing o r i e n t a t i o n s d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y 
i n f l u e n c e a c t i v i t i e s of most i n d i v i d u a l s i n a domestic group. 
I n many cases the trapper was able to i n t e r c e p t game while 
t r a v e l l i n g along h i s l i n e of t r a p s . Frequently, however, good 
hunting and t r a p p i n g areas were not c o i n c i d e n t and c e r t a i n times 
had t h e r e f o r e to be devoted e x c l u s i v e l y to hunting. 

Permanent movement out of an area was a r e s u l t of two 
t h i n g s — e i t h e r f u r was depleted or food u n a v a i l a b l e . I t appears 
th a t t h i s occurred every three to f i v e years and. by the time any 
i n d i v i d u a l had reached maturity he or she had l i v e d i n at l e a s t 
f o u r d i f f e r e n t areas and was f a m i l i a r , i n v a r y i n g degrees, w i t h 
a l a r g e t r a c t of l a n d . Movement was a l s o i n i t i a t e d by closure 
or reopening of t r a p p i n g posts, although t h i s does not appear 
to have had a major impact before 1950. 

Thus the general s i t u a t i o n seems to be c h a r a c t e r i z e d 
by both seasonal movements w i t h i n a given area, and p e r i o d i c 
movements i n t o new or at l e a s t d i f f e r e n t areas. As a r e s u l t 



p a r t i c u l a r c l u s t e r s of people e x p l o i t e d a "home" t e r r i t o r y f o r 
only a few years before they found i t necessary to fragment and 
become s p a t i a l l y r e a l i g n e d i n adjacent areas. For a n y ' c l u s t e r 
of people, however, t h i s phenomenon di d not occur simultaneously 
nor d i d i t n e c e s s a r i l y take place at a p a r t i c u l a r time of the 
year. Domestic groups or t h e i r segments would move o f f i n t o a 
new area simply when m a t e r i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s suggested that they 
should and t h i s might be i n the e a r l y summer, or f a l l , or even 
mid-winter. 

Very o f t e n when a move was r e q u i r e d h e a v i e r and more 
cumbersome items had to be l e f t behind w i t h no guarantee that 
anyone would be able to r e t u r n to pick them up. As a r e s u l t 
m a t e r i a l p o s s e s s i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y the more durable such as traps 
and stoveSjWere d u p l i c a t e d and cached i n w i d e l y s c a t t e r e d l o c a 
t i o n s . Over a p e r i o d of time most i n d i v i d u a l s would acquire 
knowledge of a number of such caches, both those made themselves 
and by o t h e r s . In the event that they or t h e i r close r e l a t i v e s 
returned to the area, which f r e q u e n t l y happened, much saving 

o 

could be e f f e c t e d by the knowledge of equipment already i n the 
l o c a l e . 

By degrees the region became dotted w i t h small depots 
of equipment and o f t e n , when.a choice was open these governed 
d e c i s i o n s on group movement. Choices, however, were always 
contingent on where and when the n a t u r a l resources of the land 
would be a v a i l a b l e and i t i s these primary resources we must 
now consider. I t should be kept i n mind though, that the 
p e r i o d i c but necessary abandonment of hardware acquired a sustained 
u t i l i z a t i o n of many techniques of t o o l making and t e c h n i c a l 



knowledge that might otherwise have been f o r g o t t e n . In v a r y i n g 
degrees t h i s knowledge i s ' s t i l l '.retained and has been observed 

f i r s t hand as r e c e n t l y as 1970. 

Types and V a r i e t i e s of Resources 
a) Pood: 

Vegetable foods i n c l u d e d s i x species of b e r r i e s , the 
root of one p l a n t , young leaves of s e v e r a l p l a n t s , and cambium 
l a y e r s of at l e a s t two species of t r e e . A l l a v a i l a b l e species 
of f i s h were eaten. These included the Longnose sucker, two 
species of w h i t e f i s h , Northern p i k e , Burbot, Inconnu, Lake t r o u t , 
A r c t i c g r a y l i n g and a l l f i v e species of P a c i f i c salmon. At l e a s t 
f i v e species of upland b i r d s were also eaten, as w e l l as numerous 
species of migratory b i r d s i n c l u d i n g M a l l a r d duck, Canada goose, 
and S a n d h i l l crane. The amphibious beaver and muskrat were o f t e n 
eaten, the former o c c a s i o n a l l y a t t a i n i n g a weight of 40 pounds. 
Numerous small land mammals were important to the K a s i n i d i e t 
and these i n c l u d e d ground s q u i r r e l s , s q u i r r e l s , marmots, porcupine 
and r a b b i t s . The Lynx was-also considered a source of food and, ' 
i n a d d i t i o n , the Mountain goat and two species of sheep were 
hunted when a v a i l a b l e . However, even i n combination the heaviest 
of above sources d i d not begin to equal i n volume the food which 
was obtained from moose and the two species of caribou common 
to the area. 

b) Furbearers: 
Trapping produced, both e d i b l e animals and those 

considered i n e d i b l e . Lynx, s q u i r r e l , beaver and muskrat, valued 
f o r t h e i r f u r , were a l s o eaten. Other animals were valued, f o r 
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t h e i r f u r a l o n e . These w e r e - w o l v e r i n e , f o x , marts.n, w e a s e l , 

mink, f i s h e r and o t t e r . Towards the end o f the t r a p p i n g e r a the 

p e l t s o f w o l v e s , B l a c k and G r i z z l y bear a l s o a t t a i n e d some v a l u e 

on t h e f u r market but "the a n i m a l s were not c o n s i d e r e d e d i b l e by 

the . ' K a s i n i . 

c) M a t e r i a l f o r Technology: 

Many t o o l s and p i e c e s o f equipment were manufactured 

from b y - p r o d u c t s o f t h e f o o d q u e s t . These i n c l u d e d sinew t h r e a d , 

rawhide c o r d o r " b a b i c h e " , and l e a t h e r goods used f o r p a c k s , 

c o n t a i n e r s , v a r i o u s i t e m s o f c l o t h i n g , n o t a b l y m i t t s , m o c a s s i n s , 

j a c k e t s , headgear, and b e d d i n g . The l a s t i t e m was made from t h e 

s k i n s o f e i t h e r ground s q u i r r e l s o r marmots. O t h e r i t e m s were 

a l m o s t i n v a r i a b l y d e r i v e d from e i t h e r moose o r c a r i b o u , as were 

the bone t o o l s used i n the c l e a n i n g and s c r a p i n g o f h i d e s . Stone 

t o o l s were used when m a n u f a c t u r i n g l e a t h e r and t h e s e i n v o l v e d 

a l m o s t any pre-formed o r e a s i l y worked r o c k , u s u a l l y some type 

o f s l a t e . A l l v a r i e t i e s o f wood were used f o r f u e l , spruce and 

w i l l o w were used i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f f i s h w e i r s . The h a r d e s t 

and most r e s i l i e n t wood, u s u a l l y b i r c h , but sometimes tamarack 

o r b l a c k s p r u c e , v/ere used f o r toboggans, s l e d g e s and snowshoes. 

An i n d e t e r m i n a t e 'number o f seeds, l e a v e s , f u n g i , b a r k s and a n i m a l 

p a r t s were used f o r " m e d i c i n a l " p u r p o s e s . 

S p a t i a l D i v e r s i t y , - Seasonal A v a i l a b i l i t y and S u i t a b i l i t y 

a) P l a n t L i f e : 

The abundance o f p l a n t l i f e v a r i e s g r e a t l y from p l a c e 

to p l a c e and i s c o n t i n g e n t on such g e n e r a l f a c t o r s as p r e c i p i t a t i o n , 
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a l t i t u d e , exposure to the sun, a v a i l a b l e ground .water, s o i l type 
and the existence of permafrost. B e r r i e s , according to the 
species, occur e i t h e r i n the lowlands along the banks of streams 
and r i v e r s , above the tree l i n e , or on sparsely wooded mountain 
slopes. In-any case they are a v a i l a b l e only i n l a t e August and 
e a r l y September. B e r r i e s were e i t h e r consumed immediately, 
preserved by drying or by being set i n l a r d f o r use l a t e r i n the 
w i n t e r . 

The one species of e d i b l e root i s t y p i c a l l y found i n 
sandy s o i l along the banks of r i v e r s and streams. I t may be 
eaten at any time of year but i s only a v a i l a b l e when the ground 
i s not f r o z e n and i t seldom occurs i n l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s i n any 
one p l a c e . 

Young leaves from most deciduous trees were eaten i n 
e a r l y s p r i n g . At the same time of year, when the sap i s f l o w i n g 
most f r e e l y , the bark of young poplar was removed and the s o f t , 
j u i c y cambium l a y e r was scraped clean from the wood and eaten. 
This a c t i v i t y only occurred f o r the few weeks before the sap 
turned b i t t e r . I t was never c o l l e c t e d and always eaten on the 
spot. Nevertheless, i t was construed as a very welcome v a r i a t i o n 
i n the d i e t and may have c o n s t i t u t e d a seasonally important source 
of v i t a m i n s . 

The two types of wood used most f r e q u e n t l y i n the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of snowshoes and toboggans were spruce and b i r c h . 
The former i s p l e n t i f u l and found almost everywhere, whereas the 
l a t t e r occurs-only i n small and widely s c a t t e r e d stands i n areas 
w i t h abundant ground water. B i r c h i s , t h e r e f o r e , much l e s s ready 
to hand than spruce. In e i t h e r case these two species were cut 



57 

o n l y a f t e r t h e t r e e s had become dormant i n t h e e a r l y w i n t e r . 

No frames were used i n s h a p i n g the wood and hence i t was c o n s i d e r e d 

n e c e s s a r y t o use dormant t r e e s i n w h i c h t h e r e was j u s t enough 

m o i s t u r e t o a l l o w f o r p l i a b i l i t y but not enough t o make t h e wood 

warp or s p l i t w h i l e d r y i n g . 

A l l k i n d s o f wood were used as f u e l f o r f i r e s . However, 

even here some d i s c r i m i n a t i o n was used depending on the time o f 

y e a r and the n a t u r e o f t h e abode. When the f i r e was o u t s i d e any 

wood was used and the s i z e o f the f i r e would s i m p l y c o r r e s p o n d 

to the p r e v a i l i n g t e m p e r a t u r e . The same l a c k o f c o n c e r n w i t h 

wood type was e x e r c i s e d d u r i n g the warmer months even when u s i n g 

a s m a l l s t o v e i n s i d e a t e n t o r c a b i n . I n the w i n t e r t i m e , 

however, i t was n e c e s s a r y t o s i t u a t e a t e n t o r c a b i n n e a r a 

wood s u p p l y t h a t would, w i t h t h e use o f a s m a l l s t o v e , p r o v i d e 

s u f f i c i e n t h e a t a t e x t r e m e l y c o l d t e m p e r a t u r e s . Whenever 

p o s s i b l e , the s i t e o f a c a b i n would be a d j a c e n t t o a st a n d o f 

b u r n t s p r u c e . Other t y p e s would n o t b i i r n w i t h s u f f i c i e n t i n t e n s i t y 

t o p r o v i d e adequate h e a t . Indeed, one o f t h e g r e a t i n c o n v e n i e n c e s 

o f any t r a p p i n g p o s t was t h a t the a v a i l a b l e wood s u p p l y was 

d e p l e t e d i n a v e r y few y e a r s . Even tho s e who had b u i l t c a b i n s 

around a p o s t o f t e n had to l i v e i n a t e n t some d i s t a n c e away 

i f t h e y were p l a n n i n g to s t a y around f o r more th a n a few days. 

F r e q u e n t l y t h i s r e s u l t e d i n t e n t v i l l a g e s b e i n g s e t up a m i l e 

o r so away from the t r a p p i n g p o s t . 

The a v a i l a b i l i t y and r e l a t i v e i m p o r t a n c e o f mammals 

and f i s h to the K a s i n i d i e t was c o n t i n g e n t on t h e d i f f e r e n t 

h a b i t s and s e a s o n a l l y f l u c t u a t i n g a c t i v i t i e s o f i n d i v i d u a l s p e c i e s . 



58 

I n terms o f t h e i r e x p l o i t a t i o n by the K a s i n i a l l a n i m a l s f a l l 

r o u g h l y w i t h i n f o u r c a t e g o r i e s , based on the c r i t e r i a o f movement 

and s o c i a l h a b i t s . 

The c r i t e r i a we use r e s t on whether the a n i m a l s a r e 

found i n c l u s t e r s o r i n s o l i t a r y , and whether t h e y a r e m o b i l e o r 

s e d e n t a r y . Any s u b d i v i s i o n o r . q u a l i f i c a t i o n o f t h e s e c a t e g o r i e s 

and the f o u r c o m b i n a t i o n s t h e y produce w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d o n l y 

w i t h r e s p e c t to i n d i v i d u a l s p e c i e s . F o r i n s t a n c e , w i t h the . 

c a t e g o r y " c l u s t e r i n g " we may be d e a l i n g w i t h a s p e c i e s o f f i s h 

w h i c h s i m p l y happen t o be t o g e t h e r , o r we may be concerned w i t h 

the t r u l y g r e g a r i o u s ground s q u i r r e l w h i c h l i v e s i n c o l o n i e s , 

b) F i sh 

Salmon a r e r e s t r i c t e d to the P a c i f i c w a tershed and were 

t h u s found o n l y i n t h a t h a l f o f the K a s i n i t e r r i t o r y w h i c h I s 

d r a i n e d by t h e P e l l y r i v e r and i t s t r i b u t a r i e s . O t h e r s p e c i e s 

o f f i s h a r e found, i n c o m b i n a t i o n , i n a l l p a r t s o f t h e r e g i o n 

a l t h o u g h c e r t a i n l a k e s , c r e e k s and p l a c e s on the l a r g e r r i v e r s 

were known to be p a r t i c u l a r l y p r o d u c t i v e . Salmon p r e f e r t o move 
o 

upstream a l o n g the 'eddies c l o s e t o shore and away from the main 

c u r r e n t . Suckers f r e q u e n t slow moving w a t e r s i n the s l o u g h s 

a l o n g s i d e the main r i v e r s . N o r t h e r n p i k e c o n s i s t e n t l y s e a r c h 

f o r f o o d j u s t o f f submarine s h e l v e s i n many l a k e s and a r e 

f r e q u e n t l y found c l o s e to s h o r e . A r c t i c g r a y l i n g and w h i t e f i s h 

move en masse i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e spawning seasons and i n b o t h 

cases c e r t a i n p l a c e s i n l a k e s and streams a r e known f o r the 

r e l a t i v e ease w i t h w h i c h t h e s e two s p e c i e s can be i n t e r c e p t e d . 

Salmon d i d n o t o c c u r on the upper P e l l y i n a n y t h i n g 

l i k e t h e numbers t h a t appeared i n the Y u k o n . r i v e r . Indeed t h e r e 



59 

seems t o have been l i t t l e , i f any, economic advantage to co

o p e r a t i v e l y e x p l o i t i n g the salmon when they a r r i v e d i n m i d - J u l y 

and. e a r l y August. I n a d d i t i o n most o f the salmon caught were 

n e a r the end o f t h e i r spawning r u n and i n an advanced s t a t e o f 

d e g e n e r a t i o n . As a r e s u l t many.-., were .'•• 'eaten d u r i n g th'e^few weeks 
they were a v a i l a b l e j a r m . o n l y a few were i n s u f f i c i e n t l y f i r m 

x 

c o n d i t i o n t o w a r r a n t p r o p e r d r y i n g f o r use l a t e r i n the y e a r . 

Most a c c o u n t s i n v o l v e e s t i m a t e s t h a t a domestic group o n l y 

p r e s e r v e d 20 - 30 salmon f o r w i n t e r consumption. N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

salmon c o u l d be r e l i e d upon to a r r i v e i n f a i r ' q u a n t i t y a t a 

s p e c i f i c time o f y e a r . As such t h e y d i d p r o v i d e the means whereby 

groups o f p e o p l e c o u l d p r e - a r r a n g e t o meet and l i v e t o g e t h e r f o r 

s h o r t p e r i o d s o f t i m e . 

P r i o r t o the f u r t r a d e the K a s i n i d i d not manufacture 

any f i s h n e t o t h e r t h a n t h a t used f o r salmon, a n d . s i n c e t h i s 

i n v o l v e d a r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e gau.ge mesh i t was n o t used f o r any 

o t h e r k i n d o f f i s h i n g . These n e t s were s m a l l (4- f t . x 10 f t . ) 

and most domestic groups p o s s e s s e d o n l y one s i n c e b o t h t h e i r 

p r o d u c t i o n and the a c c u m u l a t i o n o f the 2̂ - f t . s t r a n d s o f c a r i b o u 

sinew used i n t h e i r c o n s t r u c t i o n was time consuming. The p r e f e r r e d 

t e c h n i q u e o f c a t c h i n g salmon i n v o l v e d a number o f domestic groups 

engaging i n c o - o p e r a t i v e f i s h i n g by s t r i n g i n g t o g e t h e r a number 

o f t h e s e s h o r t n e t s . However, from t h e p o i n t o f view o f pro d u c 

t i o n o t h e r s i t e s c o u l d be and were used j u s t as e f f e c t i v e l y by 

one domesti c group w i t h a s i n g l e n e t . The f u n c t i o n t h a t the 

c o l l e c t i v e mode o f c o - o p e r a t i o n s e r v e d was, i t appe a r s , p r i m a r i l y 

s o c i a l i n n a t u r e and. a l t h o u g h t h e s i t e s were s t i l l u sed as l a t e 

as t h e 1920's t h e i r s o c i o l o g i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e was l a r g e l y 

superseded by the e x i s t e n c e o f the t r a p p i n g p o s t s . 
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The i n t r o d u c t i o n o f hooks as w e l l as f i s h n e t s w i t h a 

range i n mesh s i z e and o f l o n g e r l e n g t h s ' e n a b l e s g r e a t e r q u a n t i t i e 

o f d i f f e r e n t s p e c i e s o f f i s h to be caught. P r i o r t o o b t a i n i n g 

t h e s e i t e m s from the t r a p p i n g .post the f i s h i n g w h i c h took p l a c e 

a f t e r the summer salmon r u n o c c u r r e d i n the w i n t e r months and was 

a c c o m p l i s h e d with, a s p e a r and " j i g g i n g " t h r o u g h a h o l e i n the 

i c e . W i n t e r f i s h i n g w i t h n e t s m a i n l y took, p l a c e i n December when 

the Humpback w h i t e f i s h has i t s spawning r u n . However, o n l y a 

few l a r g e l a k e s have runs o f s u f f i c i e n t s i z e t o w a r r a n t the e f f o r t 

o f s e t t i n g a n e t under the i c e , and even so the i n d i v i d u a l had 

t o have a d e t a i l e d knowledge o f t h e movements and whereabouts o f 

t h e f i s h i n a l a k e i n o r d e r to i n t e r c e p t them i n any numbers. 

A r c t i c g r a y l i n g was the one o t h e r s p e c i e s t h a t was 

t a k e n i n any numbers and w h i c h was a t a l l s i g n i f i c a n t to the 

K a s i n i d i e t . These f i s h have t h e i r spawning run. i n the s p r i n g 

t i m e and move from the l a k e s down to the l a r g e r r i v e r s . I t was 

i n the s m a l l c o n n e c t i n g streams t h a t t h e y were most r e a d i l y 

caught. The f i s h i n g t e c h n i q u e i n v o l v e d b u i l d i n g a s m a l l w e i r 

a c r o s s the stream and t h i s r e s u l t e d i n the g r a y l i n g m i l l i n g about 

b e h i n d the w e i r i n some numbers. The f i s h were t h e n snared out 

w i t h a s l i p noose made o f w i r e , sinew or r a w h i d e . 

The.other s p e c i e s o f f i s h mentioned were u s u a l l y caught 

by hook o r i n n e t s but o n l y the t h r e e mentioned above were 

e x p l o i t e d r e g u l a r l y . The f a c t t h a t a l l t h r e e o c c u r r e d i n r e l a t i v e 

l a r g e numbers a t p a r t i c u l a r t i m e s and p l a c e s f a c i l i t a t e d h a r v e s t 

and d i s t i n g u i s h e d them from o t h e r k i n d s o f f i s h i n the a r e a . 
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c) B i r d s 

The v a r i o u s s p e c i e s o f grouse and p t a r m i g a n a r e u s u a l l y 

found i n spruce f o r e s t s o r a t h i g h a l t i t u d e s above the t r e e l i n e . 

Only one s p e c i e s , the B l u e g r o u s e , was a c t u a l l y h u n t e d . The r e s t 

were t a k e n o n l y when an i n d i v i d u a l i n t e r c e p t e d them w h i l e 

p u r s u e i n g o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s . ;""Blue , :grouse' a r e a v a i l a b l e i n 

r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e f l o c k s o f 15 - 20 on s o u t h f a c i n g and l i g h t l y 

wooded s l o p e s d u r i n g t h e i r m a t i n g season i n the e a r l y s p r i n g . 

A l l s p e c i e s o f p t a r m i g a n move i n f l o c k s o f 10 - 30 and, i n 

response to temperature changes a n d ' a v a i l a b l e f o o d , may be found 

a l m o s t anywhere throughout the y e a r . 

O c c a s i o n a l l y , i n the f a l l , a number o f domestic groups 

would s t r i n g t h e i r salmon n e t s t o g e t h e r on a f l a t , w i l l o w c o v e r e d 

bench n e x t t o a r i v e r o r n e a r ' a l a k e . _ They would t h e n d r i v e what 

s m a l l game and b i r d s were i n the a r e a i n t o t h e i r n e t s . T h i s 

t e c h n i q u e , w h i c h was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the a c q u i s i t i o n o f a few 

grou s e , was abandoned a f t e r the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f the s m a l l c a l i b r e 

r i f l e . 

A l l w a t e r f o w l i n the a r e a a re m i g r a t o r y and hence they 

o c c u r i n l a r g e c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o n l y as t h e y move t h r o u g h t h e 

r e g i o n i n the s p r i n g and f a l l . C e r t a i n l a k e s and s l o u g h s a r e 

known t o be h a b i t u a l s t o p p i n g p l a c e s f o r l a r g e f l o c k s " a n d , s i n c e 

the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f the shotgun and r i f l e , a few geese, ducks and 

cranes a r e k i l l e d a t the s e p l a c e s . O t h e r w i s e t h e a c q u i s i t i o n o f 

w a t e r f o w l was r e s t r i c t e d t o t h o s e b i r d s w h i c h a c t u a l l y n e s t e d i n 

the a r e a . I n e i t h e r case, no l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s were ever 

o b t a i n e d . 
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d) Pur B e a r i n g A n i m a l s 

A n i m a l s v a l u e d s i m p l y f o r t h e i r f u r were e x p l o i t e d 

o n l y d u r i n g the w i n t e r months between mid-November and m i d - A p r i l . 

W i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f t h e beaver, muskrat and s q u i r r e l a l l f u r 

b e a r i n g a n i m a l s were s o l i t a r y and m o b i l e and r a t h e r e x t e n s i v e 

t r a p l i n e s were needed f o r t h e i r s u c c e s s f u l e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

However, a f t e r the f u r b u s i n e s s had been i n o p e r a t i o n f o r a decade 

t h e presence or absence o f any o f t h e s e a n i m a l s i n a p a r t i c u l a r 

a r e a became a f u n c t i o n o f how r e c e n t l y and how i n t e n s i v e l y the 

a r e a had a l r e a d y been t r a p p e d . Thus an i n d i v i d u a l cou.ld n o t 

deduce t h a t f u r b e a r i n g a n i m a l s would be i n a c e r t a i n a r e a s i m p l y 

f r om h i s knowledge o f n a t u r a l h i s t o r y , and o f topography, f l o r a 

and fauna; he had a l s o to know how e x t e n s i v e l y t h e a r e a had been 

e x p l o i t e d by humans i n the r e c e n t p a s t . 

Beaver i s the one f u r b e a r i n g s p e c i e s t h a t c o u l d be 

s a i d to have a m i g r a t o r y p a t t e r n o f some s i g n i f i c a n c e . These 

a n i m a l s a r e , o f c o u r s e , g r e g a r i o u s f o r t h e y l i v e i n communal 

l o d g e s and t h u s o c c u r , d u r i n g the w i n t e r , i n groups o f 8 - 10 

a n i m a l s . However, t r a p p i n g b eaver t h r o u g h the i c e was n e v e r as 

p o p u l a r as h u n t i n g them i n the s p r i n g time i n open v/ater. A t 

t h i s time the beaver become i n c r e a s i n g l y a c t i v e and spend many 

hours away from t h e i r l o d g e s i n s e a r c h o f f r e s h f o o d . When t h e r e 

a r e o n l y s m a l l p a t c h e s o f open w a t e r and beaver have to s t a y i n 

t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e i r l o d g e s , the K a s i n i f r e q u e n t l y snared them 

by s e t t i n g rawhide n e t s a t t h e e n t r a n c e t o the l o d g e . T h i s 

t e c h n i q u e , however, r e q u i r e d c o n s t a n t v i g i l a n c e and u s u a l l y 

y i e l d e d o n l y a few beaver p e r l o d g e . L a t e r i n t h e s p r i n g , a f t e r 
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the i c e has broken up on the streams and l a r g e r r i v e r s , t h e 

beaver p o p u l a t i o n becomes d i s p e r s e d as t h e mature a n i m a l s l e a v e 

t h e i r w i n t e r i n g a r e a s and head f o r l a r g e r r i v e r s and l a k e s . They 

do not r e t u r n u n t i l l a t e r i n t h e summer. The K a s i n i saw t h i s 

a c t i v i t y as a r e s u l t o f the males' w i s h to t r a v e l and the 

f e m a l e s ' d e s i r e f o r s e c l u s i o n and i s o l a t i o n w h i l e g i v i n g b i r t h . 

I n any case, because th e s e a n i m a l s move downstream on t h e i r way 

t o the l a r g e r r i v e r s t h e r e a r e s t r a t e g i c s p o t s , e.g. the c o n f l u e n c e 

o f two l a r g e streams, by w h i c h many o f them w i l l pass i n a 

r e l a t i v e l y s h o r t t i m e . Thus an i n d i v i d u a l w i t h a boat o r 

r e t r i e v i n g dog was sometimes a b l e to shoot l a r g e numbers o f 

beaver as t h e y passed by a g i v e n vantage p o i n t , 

e) Small Mammals 

S q u i r r e l and l y n x were c o n s i d e r e d e d i b l e but n e v e r • 

pursued as f o o d except i n the case o f extreme s h o r t a g e i n w i n t e r . 

Whenever the meat from t h e s e two s p e c i e s was o b t a i n e d d u r i n g t h e 

t r a p p i n g season i t was used p r i m a r i l y f o r dog f o o d . 

The l y n x i s a h u n t e r and i t s p r e y c o n s i s t s . o f s m a l l 

r o d e n t s and the snowshoe h a r e . The l a t t e r i s i t s c h i e f source 

o f f o o d and t h e l y n x p o p u l a t i o n f l u c t u a t e s more o r l e s s i n c o n c e r t 

w i t h the a v a i l a b l e number of h a r e s i n a g i v e n r e g i o n . 

F o r the most p a r t l y n x spend t h e i r w i n t e r s a l o n e and, 

a l t h o u g h t h e r e may-be a f a i r l y l a r g e number i n a r e g i o n , they 

do n o t seem to hunt i n g r o u p s . The t e c h n i q u e used to t r a r j l y n x 

was based on the b e l i e f t h a t t h e s e a n i m a l s f r e q u e n t l y r e t u r n e d 

from the h u n t , w h i c h might l a s t a few days, on the same t r a i l 

t h e y went out on. Thus, i n an a r e a where t h e r e was a s u f f i c i e n t 

number o f t r a c k s to i n d i c a t e a lynx, was l i v i n g i n the a r e a , 
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a s e a r c h would be made f o r a s i n g l e s e t o f t r a c k s . Somewhere on 

t h i s t r a i l a t r a p would be s e t i n the hope t h a t the r e t u r n i n g 

l y n x would be caught. The u s u a l method o f l u r i n g l y n x was t o 

p l a c e some v i s u a l l y o b v i o u s r i b b o n o r p i e c e o f p a p e r i n t h e t r e e 

b e h i n d the t r a p . I t was hoped t h a t t h e ' a n i m a l would see t h e 

s t r a n g e l y shaped o r o d d l y moving o b j e c t and be c u r i o u s enough t o 

i n v e s t i g a t e . S i n c e the e a r l y 1940's one o f the most s u c c e s s f u l 

v i s u a l a t t r a c t a n t s used f o r t h i s purpose was a c o l o u r e d page 

from a m a i l - o r d e r c a t a l o g u e . 

The p r e s e n c e o f l y n x i n a g i v e n r e g i o n i s not e x c l u s i v e l y 

c o n t i n g e n t on a v a i l a b i l i t y o f f o o d , f o r l y n x a l s o respond q u i c k l y 

t o t e mperature changes. D u r i n g the v e r y c o l d months o f m i d - w i n t e r 

t h e y f r e q u e n t l y d i s a p p e a r from a r e g i o n even when t h e r e has been 

no sudden s h i f t i n the a v a i l a b i l i t y o f f o o d . They a r e t h e n 

u s u a l l y found a t h i g h e r e l e v a t i o n s and o f t e n 20-30 m i l e s away 

from t h e i r o r i g i n a l h u n t i n g t e r r i t o r y . Thus, w i t h i n a p a r t i c u l a r 

a r e a , t h e r e l a t i v e abundance o f t h e s e a n i m a l s may change r a t h e r 

a b r u p t l y t h r o u g h o u t a s i n g l e t r a p p i n g season. 

I n c o n t r a s t t o l y n x , the s q u i r r e l i s a c l u s t e r i n g and 

r e l a t i v e l y s e d e n t a r y a n i m a l . D u r i n g the w i n t e r they c r e a t e w e l l 

packed t r a i l s w i t h i n the s p r u c e f o r e s t s i n w h i c h t h e y a r e f o u n d . 

I n the c o l d e s t months, when the temperature exceeds -40 degrees P., 

s q u i r r e l s a r e u s u a l l y u n a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e y s t a y i n - t h e i r w i n t e r 

n e s t s and t r a v e l about o n l y i n t u n n e l s they have formed under the 

snow. I n warmer weather t h e y move about on top o f the snow and, 

because t h e y h a b i t u a l l y use the same t r a i l s from t r e e to t r e e , 

t h e y a r e e a s i l y caught. The most f r e q u e n t t e c h n i q u e the K a s i n i 



65. 

used was to t i e a s e r i e s o f s n a r e s onto a s m a l l s t i c k w h i c h t h e y 

would t h e n l e a n a g a i n s t a t r e e v / i t h the l o w e r end s i t u a t e d on 

the s q u i r r e l t r a i l . I n s t e a d o f g o i n g t o the base o f t h e t r e e , 

t h e s q u i r r e l would r u n up the s t i c k and i n t o a s n a r e . O f t e n two 

s q u i r r e l s would be caught on one s t i c k by t h i s method. 

O c c u r r i n g i n groups, and r e m a i n i n g i n one a r e a and 

h a v i n g p r e d i c t a b l e p a t t e r n s o f b e h a v i o r , s q u i r r e l s a r e easy t o 

c a t c h . However, w i t h o n l y a few ounces o f what K a s i n i c o n s i d e r e d 

t o be u n a p p e t i z i n g meat, t h e s e s m a l l a n i m a l s were n o t p r i z e d 

f o r f o o d . 

P o r c u p i n e were t a k e n f o r f o o d a t almost any time o f the 

y e a r , but b e i n g s o l i t a r y and s e d e n t a r y t h e y were n e v e r hunted f o r 

t h e i r own.sake. When a K a s i n i came a c r o s s some f r e s h p o r c u p i n e 

t r a c k s he would s e a r c h around i n the immediate v i c i n i t y u n t i l 

he found t h e a n i m a l , o t h e r w i s e t h e r e was no way he c o u l d determine 

where o r when they c o u l d be found.. Thus i t was o n l y i n the 

cours e o f o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s t h a t p u r c u p i n e were o b t a i n e d . 

N e i t h e r muskrat n o r beaver were eaten d u r i n g summer 

months f o r the fo r m e r was c o n s i d e r e d to have an u n p l e a s a n t t a s t e 

t h e n and the meat o f the l a t t e r , t o be too l e a n . Both were eaten 

d u r i n g the w i n t e r and v e r y e a r l y s p r i n g — beaver b e i n g e s p e c i a l l y 

p r i z e d d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d when i t s body was- heavy w i t h f a t . 

The A r c t i c ground s q u i r r e l i s found i n w e l l d r a i n e d and 

l i g h t l y wooded o r open, s o u t h f a c i n g s l o p e s a t almost any 

a l t i t u d e . Most f r e q u e n t l y they form c o l o n i e s and t o catch, any 

q u a n t i t y one must know where' the s e a r e l o c a t e d . 

H i b e r n a t i n g ar.c! . l i v i n g . i m b u r r - o w s t h e ' g r o u n d - s q u i r r e l • i s " 'only 
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a v a i l a b l e : d u r i n g : serin7;,.summer and" very" e a r l y ' . f a l l ' ; I t :-is 'valued, as a 

s o u r c e o f f o o d p r i m a r i l y ' i n the e a r l y s p r i n g when j u s t emerged 

from h i b e r n a t i o n . F o r a p e r i o d o f about s i x weeks, they r e t a i n 

a good d e a l o f f a t on t h e i r b o d i e s and a r e c o n s i d e r e d v e r y good 

e a t i n g . 

O c c a s i o n a l l y t h e s e a n i m a l s a r e shot w i t h s m a l l c a l i b r e 

r i f l e s , however, d u r i n g the s p r i n g when t h e y c o n s t i t u t e an i m p o r t a n t 

source o f r i c h and f r e s h p r o t e i n . t h e y a r e u s u a l l y snared a t the 

mouth o f t h e i r burrows. A s i n g l e c o l o n y would be s a t u r a t e d w i t h 

s n a r e s a t t h i s time and, depending on i t s s i z e c o u l d y i e l d f o r 

two to t h r e e days most o f the f o o d consumed by a domestic group. 

The marmot o r "mountain w h i s t l e r " i s s i m p l y a l a r g e r 

v e r s i o n o f the ground s q u i r r e l b o t h i n g e n e r a l appearance and 

t a s t e . But whereas t h e ground s q u i r r e l , might weigh' a t the 

most one pound the marmot .frequently, .weighs 6 - 12 pounds. l i k e 

i t s s m a l l e r c o u n t e r p a r t , marmots l i v e i n burrow c o l o n i e s , a l t h o u g h 

t h e s e a r e alm o s t i n v a r i a b l y a t a l t i t u d e s above the t r e e l i n e . 

Thus, q u i t e a p a r t from the f a c t t h a t t h e y h i b e r n a t e throughout 

w i n t e r t h e y were l e s s a v a i l a b l e t o the K a s i n i who c o n s i d e r e d 

t r a v e l l i n g i n h i g h a l t i t u d e s t o be v e r y t r e a c h e r o u s i n s p r i n g and 

e a r l y summer months. Consequently the marmot was o n l y hunted o r 

t r a p p e d i n t h e f a l l . A t t h i s time i t s meat was v e r y r i c h i n f a t 

and, a l t h o u g h some were eaten when caught, t h e r e was an at t e m p t 

t o smoke-dry as many as p o s s i b l e f o r use l a t e r . 

As we have a l r e a d y mentioned, p e l t s o f b o t h ground 

s q u i r r e l s and marmots were used i n the manufacture o f b l a n k e t s 

and s i n c e the s k i n s o f b o t h were f a i r l y s m a l l t h i s suggests 
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t h a t b o t h s p e c i e s were o r i g i n a l l y caught i n l a r g e numbers. How

ev e r , the u s e f u l n e s s o f t h e s e p e l t s q u i c k l y d e c l i n e d a f t e r t r a p p i n g 

began and d u f f e l b l a n k e t s became a v a i l a b l e . 

F i n a l l y we must c o n s i d e r the Snowshoe r a b b i t w h i c h , 

o f a l l mammals, was t a k e n i n g r e a t e s t number by the K a s i n i . R a b b i t s 

u s u a l l y o c c u r i n r e l a t i v e l y s e d e n t a r y and c o n c e n t r a t e d p o p u l a t i o n s 

i n w i l l o w o r a l d e r g r o v e s and b u r n t - o v e r a r e a s ; t h e y a r e found 

l e s s f r e q u e n t l y i n mature spruce f o r e s t s . 

When an a r e a showed s i g n s o f a l a r g e r a b b i t p o p u l a t i o n 

the most common t r a p p i n g t e c h n i q u e was s e t t i n g numerous s n a r e s 

a l o n g t h e i r t r a i l s i n the snow or the g r a s s and d r y l e a v e s . 

T h i s method was sure to produce some r a b b i t s . Success was 

c o n t i n g e n t on numbers w h i c h were s u b j e c t t o wide v a r i a t i o n . 

P o p u l a t i o n f l u c t u a t i o n among mammals has been the f o c u s o f 

l e n g t h y i n v e s t i g a t i o n s and, .with r e s p e c t t o the Snowshoe r a b b i t , 

t h e r e has been e x t e n s i v e d i s c u s s i o n on the r e g u l a r o r c y c l i c a l 

n a t u r e o f the changes t h a t o c c u r . The K a s i n i t h e m s e l v e s had 

a keen i n t e r e s t i n a n y t h i n g t h a t --affected t h e i r f o o d s u p p l y and 

r e c o g n i z e d two i m p o r t a n t a s p e c t s o f p o p u l a t i o n changes amongst 

the r a b b i t s . F i r s t , the time l a p s e between the peak and n a d i r 

o f the p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y o f t h e s e a n i m a l s v a r i e d , from f i v e to 

t e n y e a r s i n any one a r e a ( K e i t h 1963:37-41). And s e c o n d l y , 

t h e s e v a r i a t i o n s were a r e a - s p e c i f i c and d i d n o t t a k e p l a c e 

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y throughout the r e g i o n . Thus, i n a g i v e n a r e a 

t h e r e might be v i r t u a l l y no r a b b i t s a v a i l a b l e whereas 30-60'. m i l e s 

away the c y c l e might be .just a p p r o a c h i n g i t s peak. 

Important as t h e y were, Snowshoe r a b b i t c o n s t i t u t e d 
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o n l y a supplementary f o o d s u p p l y f o r the K a s i n i , but the wide 

v a r i a t i o n i n a v a i l a b i l i t y made the f o o d quest i n c e r t a i n y e a r s 

much e a s i e r t h a n i n o t h e r s . I n a peak y e a r a s i n g l e domestic 

group might s e t 200 snares w i t h i n a m i l e r a d i u s o f t h e i r w i n t e r 

camp. Each day a t h i r d o f t h e s e would be checked w i t h an e x p e c t e d 

s u c c e s s o f 10-20$, about 13' rabbiteo.r a p p r o x i m a t e l y 8-9 pounds o f 

meat p e r day. I n the same a r e a d u r i n g the n a d i r o f a c y c l e t h e 

K a s i n i would not b o t h e r t o s e t s n a r e s a t a l l . 

f ) Large Mammals 

We a r e concerned here o n l y w i t h t h o s e l a r g e mammals 

w h i c h were c o n s i s t e n t l y hunted f o r f o o d , c o n s e q u e n t l y b o t h s p e c i e s 

of b e a r w i l l n o t be c o n s i d e r e d . Mountain g o a t s and. the v a r i o u s 

s p e c i e s o f sheep w h i c h i n h a b i t h i g h e r a l t i t u d e s i n K a s i n i 

t e r r i t o r y were a l l hunted f o r t h e i r meat and s k i n s , but none 

c o n s t i t u t e d an i m p o r t a n t source o f p r o t e i n . U s u a l l y a domestic 

group would t a k e no more t h a n 1-2 sheep i n any g i v e n y e a r , and 

g o a t s , because they l i v e i n v e r y i n a c c e s s i b l e p l a c e s , 'were seldom 

k i l l e d a t a l l . Thus our concern i s w i t h the moose and c a r i b o u , 

b o t h o f w h i c h were hunted i n s u b s t a n t i a l numbers e v e r y yeQ,r and 

c o n s t i t u t e d the K a s i n i f o o d s t a p l e . 

Throughout most o f the y e a r c a r i b o u range i n s m a l l 

h e r d s o f l e s s than 25 a n i m a l s . These b e g i n t o form i n e a r l y 

September d u r i n g the r u t t i n g season when a l o t o f movement t a k e s 

p l a c e as d i f f e r e n t b u l l s compete f o r a c c e s s t o cows. S i n g l e b u l l s 

roam w i d e l y a t a l l a l t i t u d e s i n s e a r c h o f a h e r d , and the h e r d s 

t h e m s e l v e s move back and f o r t h a c r o s s the v a l l i e s as one b u l l 

a f t e r a n o t h e r a c h i e v e s dominance. 
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By the end o f October the r u t t i n g season i s v i r t u a l l y 

o v e r and h e r d s , u s u a l l y w i t h a.number o f b u l l s p r e s e n t , b e g i n to 

move towards t h e i r w i n t e r i n g grounds. These a r e i n a r e a s o f 

l i g h t w i n t e r s n o w - f a l l w i t h an abundance o f w h i t e spongy ground 

l i c h e n on w h i c h c a r i b o u f e e d . I n some p l a c e s t h e s e w i n t e r i n g 

grounds may be s e v e r a l hundred square m i l e s i n e x t e n t and ca p a b l e 

o f s u p p o r t i n g s e v e r a l h e r d s . The c a r i b o u a re f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d 

i n such a r e a s by December and have t a k e n up a r e g u l a r g r a z i n g 

p a t t e r n . T h e i r movements a r e a f f e c t e d by the g e n e r a l topography 

and may c e n t r e on moving up and down a narrow v a l l e y o r on a more 

o r .less c i r c u l a r m i g r a t o r y r o u t e i n open v a l l e y s . Some o f t h e s e 

a r e a s a re used y e a r a f t e r y e a r , whereas o t h e r s a r e used i n t e r 

m i t t e n t l y o r o n l y f o r b r i e f p e r i o d s o f time d u r i n g any one w i n t e r . 

By A p r i l h e r d movements become much more e r r a t i c , due, 

a c c o r d i n g to the K a s i n i t o e x c e s s i v e p u r s u i t by w o l v e s . At t h i s 

time o f y e a r wolves can t r a v e l on the h a r d c r u s t w h i c h forms on 

the snow dLiring e v e n i n g and e a r l y morning. Thus wolv e s have an 

advantage o v e r u n g u l a t e s w h i c h a r e much too heavy t o be s u p p o r t e d 

by the c r u s t . . Towards t h e end o f A p r i l , f o r some r e a s o n , c a r i b o u 
f r e q u e n t l y form h e r d s o f a 100 o r more on l a r g e l a k e s , but t h e s e 

c o n g r e g a t i o n s l a s t o n l y a few days and t h e i r a n n u a l o c c u r r e n c e 

i s not p r e d i c t a b l e . 

Gows, f o l l o w e d by y e a r l i n g s , b e g i n t o move o f f towards 

c a l v i n g grounds i n May, w h i l e t h e b u l l s g r a d u a l l y move i n t o the 

h i g h c o u n t r y to s e t t l e i n t o a s o l i t a r y v i g i l w h i l e t h e i r a n t l e r s 

a r e growing d u r i n g summer.' A f t e r c a l v i n g , the cows w i t h t h e i r 

c a l v e s and t h e y e a r l i n g s wander i n the mountains i n the s m a l l 

h e r d s w h i c h t h e b u l l s e v e n t u a l l y p i c k up i n the f a l l . 
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Moose, i n c o n t r a s t to c a r i b o u , a r e n o t a h e r d i n g a n i m a l 

and seldom a r e found d u r i n g any time o f the y e a r i n groups o f 

more th a n two o r t h r e e . A s i d e from the September and O c t o b e r 

r u t t i n g season i n the f a l l -a . group' t y p i c a l l y c o n s i s t o f cows 

and c a l v e s . Groups o f moose l a r g e r t h a n t h i s u s u a l l y j u s t happen 

to be t o g e t h e r w h i l e g r a z i n g i n a r i c h p a s t u r e and show l i t t l e 

i n c l i n a t i o n to s t a y t o g e t h e r f o r more th a n a day o r so, and ho 

d e s i r e to move t o g e t h e r as a h e r d . 

I n f a l l b u l l moose i n r u t move around the c o u n t r y i n 

s e a r c h o f cows. I n most cases t h e cows themselves l i k e t o s e p a r a t e 

from each o t h e r a t t h i s t i me o f y e a r and a r e thus u s u a l l y found 

a l o n e o r i n the company o f a y e a r l i n g . O c c a s i o n a l l y , d u r i n g t h i s 

season, a mature b u l l w i l l t r a v e l i n the company o f a two y e a r 

o l d b u l l ; however, t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p t e r m i n a t e s when a cow i s 

fo u n d . The cow u s u a l l y r e l i e s on b e i n g a b l e t o c a l l a b u l l t o 

he r , a l t h o u g h she w i l l a l s o b e g i n to roam q u i t e e x t e n s i v e l y 

h e r s e l f the l o n g e r she remains unmated. 

By the end o f O c t o b e r o r e a r l y November the r u t t i n g ' 

season i s o v e r and moose move i n t o t h e i r e a r l y w i n t e r i n g a r e a s 

i n h i g h c o u n t r y . Here they s t a y f e e d i n g on w i l l o w s u n t i l the 

heavy snows come i n December and J a n u a r y . At t h i s t i m e , a l t h o u g h 

t e m p e r a t u r e s drop i n the l o w l a n d s , many moose move t o l o w e r 

a l t i t u d e s and f e e d on the w i l l o w s around the banks o f f r o z e n 

l a k e s and r i v e r s . Here t h e i r movements, e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e o f 

c a l v e s , a r e l e s s i n h i b i t e d by the depth o f snow. 

By A p r i l the moose b e g i n g r a d u a l l y to move back i n t o 

h i g h e r c o u n t r y as the snow m e l t s . However, i n May the pregnant 
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cows move a g a i n to the l o w l a n d s and seek out p a t c h e s o f open wa t e r 

a l o n g the banks o f r i v e r s . B a r r e n cows and b u l l s c o n t i n u e on 

i n the h i g h e r a l t i t u d e s . The K a s i n i e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h i s 

a l s o i n v o l v e s t h e a c t i v i t y o f w o l v e s . Cows w h i c h a r e about t o 

g i v e b i r t h i n e a r l y June a r e s e a r c h i n g out a p l a c e w h i c h has 

s u f f i c i e n t f o o d f o r a p r o l o n g e d s t a y and whi c h i s a l s o e a s i l y 

defended. A w i l l o w p a t c h n e x t to the r i v e r o r on an i s l a n d 

a d j a c e n t t o an open s t r e t c h o f w a t e r i s u n i q u e l y s u i t e d t o h e r 

purpose f o r , i n case o f a t t a c k by w o l v e s , she can always move 

h e r s e l f and c a l f i n t o a few f e e t o f w a t e r and t h e r e , e a s i l y 

d e f e n d h e r s e l f . The moose whi c h c o n t i n u e on i n t o the h i g h 

c o u n t r y a r e l o o k i n g f o r s o u t h f a c i n g s l o p e s and r i d g e s w h i c h a r e 

bare o f snow. D u r i n g t h i s t i me o f y e a r they t r a v e l q u i c k l y , e a t i n g 

on the move. A g a i n the r e a s o n g i v e n f o r t h i s b e h a v i o r i s p u r s u i t 

by w o l v e s . 

Wolves, i t s h o u l d be mentioned, a r e on the verge o f 

w h e l p i n g d u r i n g the s p r i n g , and the h u n t i n g packs w h i c h o p e r a t e 

d u r i n g the w i n t e r a r e t e m p o r a r i l y broken up. I n many cases t h i s 

r e s u l t s i n a b r i e f p e r i o d o f s t a r v a t i o n f o r n o t o n l y i s l a r g e r game 

much l e s s a c c e s s i b l e but s m a l l e r a n i m a l s , t h e m a i n s t a y d u r i n g summer, 

have n ot y e t begun t o appear i n q u a n t i t y . Thus wolves go t h r o u g h a 

b r i e f p e r i o d (3-6 weeks) when food o f any kind, i s h a r d to come 

by. I t was o n l y a t t h i s time the K a s i n i themselves had any f e a r 

o f w o l v e s . They c o u l d , i t was s a i d , ''go c r a z y w i t h hunger" and 

even a t t a c k man. And c e r t a i n l y f r o m o u r own e x p e r i e n c e t r a v e l l i n g 

i n t h i s c o u n t r y i t was d u r i n g t h e • s p r i n g t h a t w o l v e s showed a 

t e m e r i t y ' towards man not t o be w i t n e s s e d a t any o t h e r t i m e of 

y e a r . 



Table 3.1. Kasini Subsistence A c t i v i t i e s 

CM 

A. Primary A c t i v i t y 

B. Secondary. A c t i v i t y 

C. Mode of Transport 

D. Number of Main 
Camps During 
Season 

E. Type of Abode 

F. V i s i t to 
Trapping Post 
(T.P.) 

Sept. ->Nov. •> A p r i l -

HUNTING 

(moose, caribou) 

Gathering 
(berries, birds, 
marmot) 

Foot 
Dog with pack 

1 - 2 

Canvas tent 
or lean-to 

INTERMITTENT 
HUNTING and 
(moose, caribou) 

TRAPPING 
(lynx, beaver, 
muskrat, martin, 
otter, s q u i r r e l , 
weasel,wolverine, 
mink, f i s h e r , e t c . 

Gathering 
(occasional f i s h i n g , 
snaring Snowshoe rabbit when 
availa b l e ) 

Snowshoe 
Toboggan and Dogs 

Log cabin, tent with frame, 
or tent 

GATHERING 

-> June > Aug 

HUNTING and GATHERING 

(grouse, 
ground s q r l , 
f i s h , beaver, 
roots) 

Hunting 
(random 
interception) 

Foot 
Dog pack 
Raft 

8 - 1 5 

Canva s 
lean-to or 
brush 
shelter 

(moose at s a l t l i c k s ) 
(salmon fishing) 

Gathering 
(casual e x p l o i t a t i o n • 
roots, grouse, ground 
s q u i r r e l ) 

Foot 
Dog pack 

2 - 3 

Canvas tent, lean-to 
or brush shelter 

T.P. T.P. T.P. 
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From c a l v i n g time i n June i n t o mid-August, moose 

c e n t e r t h e i r f e e d i n g and movements around " s a l t - l i c k s " — p l a c e s 

o f t e n a d j a c e n t t o a s t a g n a n t s l o u g h , and. u s u a l l y c o n s i s t i n g o f 

mud o r d r y c l a y w h i c h the moose r e l i s h . L i c k s can be found 

a l m o s t anywhere below the t r e e l i n e . F r e q u e n t l y two o r more moose 

w i l l use a s i n g l e " l i c k " s i m u l t a n e o u s l y and,, i f u n d i s t u r b e d , may 

s t a y i n the g e n e r a l v i c i n i t y f o r t h r e e t o f i v e weeks b e f o r e moving 

on. G e n e r a l l y , however, t h e r e i s not a g r e a t d e a l o f movement 

d u r i n g t h i s time and even when a moose l e a v e s a l i c k i t i s u s u a l l y 

o n l y t o go t o the n e x t one a few m i l e s away. 

I n August b u l l moose move i n t o h i g h a l p i n e meadows 

and w a i t . o u t the month f e e d i n g and l e t t i n g t h e i r a n t l e r s mature. 

The end o f August i s a l s o the o n l y time o f the y e a r when i t i s 

p o s s i b l e t o f i n d f o u r o r f i v e o f these a n i m a l s i n prime c o n d i t i o n 

f e e d i n g t o g e t h e r on the open s l o p e s o f a s i n g l e s m a l l v a l l e y o r 

meadow. T h i s p e r i o d i s a b r u p t l y t e r m i n a t e d when r u t t i n g b e g i n s . 

What has been d e s c r i b e d above i s a g e n e r a l o u t l i n e o f 

s e a s o n a l . a c t i v i t i e s o f moose and c a r i b o u and i t i s one upon w h i c h 

many K a s i n i movements and group a c t i v i t i e s were based. We can 

b r i e f l y o u t l i n e t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s i n terms o f t h e s e a s o n a l a v a i l 

a b i l i t y and s u i t a b i l i t y o f the s e a n i m a l s . 

I n the l a t e summer the K a s i n i moved away from the r i v e r s , 

l o w l a n d . l a k e s and " s a l t l i c k s " and i n t o the h i g h c o u n t r y . The 

main purpose was t o hunt moose j u s t as t h e y were g o i n g i n t o r u t . 

The b u l l s g e t v e r y f a t a t t h i s time and were h i g h l y p r i z e d , 

a l t h o u g h i t was e s s e n t i a l t o hunt them b e f o r e r u t t i n g was w e l l 

advanced f o r th e y l o s t w e i g h t q u i c k l y once i t began. F o r t h i s 

r e a s o n h u n t i n g emphasis s h i f t e d t o cows a f t e r the t h i r d week i n 

September. 



B e f o r e r u t t i n g t h e most common h u n t i n g t e c h n i q u e was 

to t r a c k a moose u n t i l i t s g r a z i n g .area was d e t e r m i n e d . Then 

the h u n t e r would attempt t o draw the a n i m a l i n t o the open o r 

encourage i t to r a i s e i t s neck and head above s u r r o u n d i n g f o l i a g e 

by s c r a p i n g a d r y s c a p u l a o f a moose o r c a r i b o u a c r o s s t h e 

branches o f a t r e e . T h i s a c t i v i t y e m i t s a h o l l o w r a t t l i n g n o i s e 

w h i c h sounds s i m i l a r to a b u l l moose p o l i s h i n g h i s a n t l e r s and 

w i l l a r o u s e t h e c u r i o s i t y o f any moose i n t h e v i c i n i t y . 

D u r i n g the r u t h u n t i n g t e c h n i q u e s v a r i e d from a t t r a c t i n g 

the b u l l by i m i t a t i n g the mating c a l l o f the cow, to s i m p l y 

c l i m b i n g to a h i g h vantage p o i n t and s c a n n i n g f o r game. The 

l a t t e r method was f r e q u e n t l y used because b o t h moose and c a r i b o u 

may move r a p i d l y d u r i n g t h i s season and f r e s h t r a c k s do n o t 

n e c e s s a r i l y i n d i c a t e t h a t an a n i m a l i s s t i l l i n an a r e a . 

C o n s e q u e n t ^ i f the h u n t e r s c o u l d a c t u a l l y s i g h t an a n i m a l t h e y 

c o u l d t h e n p l a n how to approach i t o r where b e s t t o c a l l i t . I n 

a d d i t i o n , by c l i m b i n g n e a r the t r e e l i n e h u n t e r s were a l s o i n a 

good p o s i t i o n to i n t e r c e p t a h e r d o f c a r i b o u o r , l e s s f r e q u e n t l y , 

M ountain sheep. 

Towards the end o f the r u t t i n g season, emphasis i n 

h u n t i n g was f o c u s e d on cow moose and c a r i b o u . As we have a l r e a d y 

mentioned the b u l l s o f b o t h s p e c i e s stop e a t i n g d u r i n g t h i s 

p e r i o d and towards the end o f the r u t t h e y g e t e x t r e m e l y l e a n . 

I n a d d i t i o n the meat o f the b u l l c a r i b o u a c q u i r e s , f o r the K a s i n i , 

an u n a p p e t i z i n g t a s t e and t h e y c o n s i d e r e d i t t o be i n e d i b l e . 

The l e a n n e s s o f b u l l s was a f a c t o r i n h u n t i n g up u n t i l 

m i d - w i n t e r and t h e r e f o r e emphasis c o n t i n u e d t o be on cows. B a r r e n 
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cows o f b o t h s p e c i e s were e s p e c i a l l y p r i z e d i n w i n t e r f o r t h e y 

almost always p r o v i d e d meat t h a t was r i c h e r i n f a t t h a n any 

o t h e r . Thus, whenever a c h o i c e was a v a i l a b l e , a h u n t e r would 

t r y and k i l l a b a r r e n cow b e f o r e any o t h e r i n a group o f moose 

o r h e r d o f c a r i b o u . F r e q u e n t l y the e x i s t e n c e o f such an a n i m a l 

c o u l d be determined from an e x a m i n a t i o n o f t r a c k s i n the snow, 

hours b e f o r e the a n i m a l s were a c t u a l l y s i g h t e d . 

Throughout w i n t e r moose h u n t i n g c o n t i n u e d t o be l a r g e l y 

the t a s k o f i n d i v i d u a l h u n t e r s and, s i n c e the a c q u i s i t i o n o f the 

r i f l e , so i n f a c t d i d the c a r i b o u . I n e a r l i e r days, however, 

b o t h c a r i b o u and moose were f r e q u e n t l y snared and i n the case 

o f the forme r t h i s c o u l d be a c c o m p l i s h e d much more e f f i c i e n t l y 

by c o l l e c t i v e r a t h e r t h a n i n d i v i d u a l a c t i v i t y . C e r t a i n a r e a s 

were w e l l known as h a b i t u a l w i n t e r g r a z i n g r o u t e s f o r c a r i b o u 

and p a r t i c u l a r s i t e s were r e t u r n e d t o y e a r a f t e r y e a r because 

o f t h e i r s t r a t e g i c e x p l o i t a t i v e v a l u e w i t h s n a r e s . 

The economic advantages o f c o l l e c t i v e c a r i b o u s n a r i n g 

appear to have been l a r g e l y n u l l i f i e d by i n t r o d u c t i o n o f the 

r i f l e f o r w i t h t h i s i t was n o t uncommon f o r an i n d i v i d u a l h u n t e r 

t o k i l l two o r t h r e e c a r i b o u i n a s i n g l e day. And, as w i t h 

c o l l e c t i v e salmon f i s h i n g , the temporary s o c i a l b e n e f i t s t o be 

d e r i v e d from i n c r e a s e d i n t e r a c t i o n between o t h e r w i s e i s o l a t e d 

d o m e s t i c groups, was r e p l a c e d by the i n t e r m i t t e n t . a g g r e g a t e s 

o f p e o p l e w h i c h formed around, t h e t r a p p i n g p o s t t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

y e a r . 

By t h e end o f March and d u r i n g A p r i l the o n l y b i g game 

t h a t was h i g h l y v a l u e d was the b u l l c a r i b o u . F o r some r e a s o n , 

•in c o n t r a s t t o a l l o t h e r b i g game, t h i s a n i m a l i s a b l e t o put on 
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w e i g h t d u r i n g the l a t e w i n t e r and r e l a t i v e l y s p e a k i n g i t s meat 

i s r i c h i n f a t . N e v e r t h e l e s s o t h e r b i g game were a l s o hunted and, 

d u r i n g e a r l y A p r i l , when a c r u s t formed on the snow the K a s i n i 

were a b l e t o chase down moose w i t h dogs. However, from a l l 

a c c o u n t s t h i s s t y l e o f h u n t i n g was o n l y o c c a s i o n a l l y s u c c e s s f u l 

and seems to have been v a l u e d p r i m a r i l y f o r i t s e x c i t e m e n t . 

Prom September to m i d - A p r i l the l i f e of domestic groups 

was dominated hj the hunt, the demands o f w i n t e r l i v i n g , and by 

a more or l e s s s e d e n t a r y e x i s t e n c e . By t h i s v/e mean t h a t a 

group, f o r f o u r to t e n weeks, would form a main canro, around 

w h i c h a l l e x p l o i t a t i v e a c t i v i t i e s would c e n t e r . Meat, when 

o b t a i n e d , would most f r e q u e n t l y be t r a n s p o r t e d back t o camp by 

dogs. I n the f a l l t h i s was o f t e n done i n r e l a y s by some o f t h e 

n o n - h u n t i n g members o f the group i n o r d e r t h a t h u n t e r s c o u l d 

c o n t i n u e t h e chase. Meat a t t h i s time o f y e a r was e i t h e r back-

packed o r packed by dogs and t h e t e c h n i q u e u s u a l l y i n v o l v e d 

p a r t i a l l y d r y i n g the meat and s k i n s i n a temporary camp n e a r the 

k i l l s i t e b e f o r e t r a n s p o r t i n g i t to t h e home base. 

As w i n t e r p r o g r e s s e d the whole b u s i n e s s o f t r a n s p o r t i n g 

meat i n t o camp was r e s o l v e d by the ease w i t h w h i c h dogs c o u l d 

p u l l heavy w e i g h t s on a toboggan. By t h i s method a l a r g e moose 

w h i c h would i n v o l v e two t r i p s w i t h a toboggan, c o i i l d e a s i l y be 

brought i n t o camp i n a s i n g l e day from f i v e m i l e s away. 

Prom l a t e A p r i l t h r o u g h May and i n t o e a r l y June, th e 

s e d e n t a r y w i n t e r l i v i n g changed as the K a s i n i t u r n e d to q u i t e 

d i f f e r e n t e x p l o i t a t i v e t e c h n i q u e s . I f we can t e m p o r a r i l y i g n o r e 

t h e b u s i n e s s o f w i n t e r t r a p p i n g i t c o u l d be s a i d t h a t a t t h i s 
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time o f y e a r the K a s i n i s h i f t e d from h u n t i n g " t o g a t h e r i n g . As 

we have a l r e a d y mentioned,the w i n t e r g r a z i n g p a t t e r n s o f t h e 

c a r i b o u change a t t h i s time o f y e a r making them l e s s easy to 

hunt. S i m i l a r l y t he moose a r e d i f f i c u l t to hunt f o r th e y a r e 

e i t h e r n o t moving a t a l l , as i n t h e case o f the cow about t o 

g i v e b i r t h , o r moving v e r y q u i c k l y i n the h i g h c o u n t r y . I n 

a d d i t i o n , w i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f the b u l l c a r i b o u , the meat o f 

b i g game was c o n s i d e r e d t o be so l e a n as n o t w o r t h the e f f o r t , 

a l t h o u g h an attempt to k i l l any game c a s u a l l y i n t e r c e n t e d a t t h i s 

time o f y e a r would be made. 

D u r i n g s p r i n g , t h e r e f o r e , • t h e K a s i n i began to f o c u s 

t h e i r i n t e r e s t s on s m a l l mammals, f i s h and b i r d s . T h i s r e q u i r e d 

a r e l a t i v e l y h i g h degree o f m o b i l i t y f o r i f a domesti c groun had 

not a c q u i r e d some f o o d s u r p l u s towards the end o f w i n t e r t o c a r r y 

them t h r o u g h the s p r i n g they had t o r e l y e n t i r e l y on f o o d s o u r c e s 

w h i c h were s c a t t e r e d and w h i c h e x i s t e d i n r e l a t i v e l y s m a l l amounts. 

As a r e s u l t a domestic group c o u l d a f f o r d t o s t a y i n one n l a c e 

f o r no l o n g e r than a few days a t a. t i m e . 

T h i s p e r i o d o f r a p i d and f r e q u e n t movement was ov e r a t 

the l a t e s t by mid-June when h u n t i n g o f b i g game was resumed. I n 

a sense t h e summer h u n t i n g was s i m i l a r t o the g a t h e r i n g a c t i v i t i e s 

o f s p r i n g f o r i n s t e a d o f b e i n g geared t o i n d i v i d u a l p u r s u i t o f 

m o b i l e , l a r g e a n i m a l s the emphasis was on i n t e r c e p t i n g such 

a n i m a l s a t p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e s . I t was a t t h i s t ime o f y e a r t h a t 

" s a l t l i c k s " were hunted. A p a r t from a few weeks'salmon f i s h i n g 

i n J u l y t h i s p a t t e r n p r e v a i l e d u n t i l p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the f a l l 

h unt began i n l a t e August. 
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CHAPTER IV  
THE COMPOSITION OP IX)MESTIC ' GROUPS  

AFP EXPLOITATION OP NATURAL RESOURCES 

K a s i n i domestic groups were s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t u n i t s which 
could provide a l l m a t e r i a l s necessary f o r e x i s t e n c e . They ranged, 
i n s i z e from 5 - 1 5 i n d i v i d u a l s , were mobile and u s u a l l y included 
members of d i f f e r e n t generations. They were not, however, 
st a b l e membership u n i t s . N e ither groups nor i n d i v i d u a l s h eld 
r i g h t s over land and since movement and group personnel realignment 
were frequent the r e s i d e n t s of a given area i n one year might 
be s c a t t e r e d i n a number of d i f f e r e n t areas i n the next, and 
could subsequently reform again as a group i n the o r i g i n a l area 
at some l a t e r date. Thus no host and guest arrangement emerged 
w i t h respect to land; f o r today's hosts might be tomorrow's most 
recent a r r i v a l s . The domestic group, t h e r e f o r e , had no corporate 
center that was f i x e d i n time or space. Furthermore, i t d i d not 
r e f l e c t or approximate f o r the K a s i n i a s i n g l e type of s o c i a l 
arrangement. The term f o r domestic group was "camp"_KiiAc_, but 
t h i s was not an e x c l u s i v e category r e f e r r i n g to a p a r t i c u l a r 
type of s o c i a l u n i t f o r i t a p p l i e d to e i t h e r an i n d i v i d u a l or 
group and simply meant any place people were s t a y i n g at a 
p a r t i c u l a r time. Thus, although domestic groups formed, "camps" a 
camp might c o n s i s t of any number of people and. incl u d e e i t h e r a 
s i n g l e person or the larg e c l u s t e r s that formed around trapping 
p o s t s . 

In t h i s chapter we examine K a s i n i domestic groups as 
productive u n i t s which are i n business p r i m a r i l y f o r s u r v i v a l . 
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Membership i n these groups was interchangeable and the group 
per se was valued f o r what i t s members could accomplish by 
p o o l i n g t h e i r v a r i o u s l y developed s k i l l s and t a l e n t s . As a 
r e s u l t K a s i n i domestic groups emerge as a modular c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of f u n c t i o n a l components set w i t h i n s p e c i f i c parameters of 
h a b i t a t , and i n terms of K a s i n i technology and resource base 
these groups are shown to possess a necessary c l a s s of people 
v/ithout which they would not be economically v i a b l e . 

Estimate of K a s i n i P o p u l a t i o n : 1900-1945 
No r e l i a b l e census " m a t e r i a l i s a v a i l a b l e f o r the K a s i n i 

during 1900-1945 although the DIA has been i s s u i n g ' sporadic r e p o r t s 
on t h i s r egion since the e a r l y part of t h i s century. How these 
r e p o r t s were acquired or compiled i s not c l e a r although i t i s 
l i k e l y they are a t a b u l a t i o n of rough estimates on the part of 
l o c a l t r a d e r s and prospectors who had some contact w i t h government 
o f f i c i a l s . The f i r s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the DIA to v i s i t the area 
was J . Meek i n 1949. Nevertheless, a v a i l a b l e f i g u r e s do give a 
rough i n d i c a t i o n of the r e l a t i v e s i z e of the p o p u l a t i o n i n the 
r e g i o n and they are presented here simply f o r that reason. 
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Table 4.1 

KASINI POPULATION 1904-1944'* 
Trapping Posts 1904 1907 1909 — 1924 1929 1934 1959 1944 
Ross River 115 105 80 227 175 143 50 19 
P e l l y Lakes 79 48 
P e l l y Banks 46 48 
Prances Lake 40 

* This t a b l e was taken from t a b u l a t i o n s of Indian A f f a i r s census 
repor t s made by Bob Steventoh^who generously provided me w i t h 
the r e s u l t s of some of h i s own u n f i n i s h e d research. Although 
we have not had access to other sources R e l e v a n t m a t e r i a l might 
al s o be acquired from Northwest Mounted P o l i c e f i l e s . The 
ledgers and r e p o r t s of the t r a d i n g company of Taylor and Drury 
would a l s o have been u s e f u l but thev were destroved sometime i n 
1965-66. 

Although the f i g u r e s i n Table 4.1 are rough estimates 
the f l u c t u a t i o n s may r e f l e c t some important events and changes. 
As we i n d i c a t e d i n Chapter two, the opening of new t r a p p i n g posts 
on the Macmillan r i v e r and down the P e l l y i n the 1930's d i d 
d r a i n c e r t a i n numbers away from the Ross R i v e r area, although 
we have no way of knowing what p r o p o r t i o n of the above f i g u r e s 
were represented by K a s i n i . I n a d d i t i o n an i n f l u e n z a epidemic 
h i t Ross Ri v e r i n the l a t e 1920's, but again we do not know how 
many of those who died could be classed as K a s i n i . Most apparent 
i s the c o n s i s t e n t l y small p o p u l a t i o n of the 7,500 sq. mile area 
d e l i n e a t e d i n Map 2. 

Ridington (1968) provides a means of roughly estimating 
p o p u l a t i o n s i z e among Beaver Indians, who a l s o l i v e i n the 
bore a l f o r e s t r e g i o n . His technique i n v o l v e s an estimate of the 
moose pop u l a t i o n of a given area and then, assuming t h i s to be 
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the main food staple, i n f e r r i n g the size of the pre-contact 

Beaver population accordingly. His results are of relevance 

here i n that they are concerned with an area which i s similar i n 

many respects to Kasini t e r r i t o r y . He arrives at an estimate of 

1781 persons i n the 75,000 sq. miles of Beaver t e r r i t o r y — 

assuming the same r a t i o , f o r Kasini .we have an estimate which f a l l s 

comfortably within the extremes indicated i n Table 4 . 1 . However, 

our own f e e l i n g i s that 178 Kasini i n t h e i r 7,500 sq. mile 

t e r r i t o r y may be an underestimate* f o r unlike the Beaver people the 

Kasini had access to caribou as well as moose. 

Kasini Spatial Arrangements:- Some Material Considerations 

Having described Kasini resources and the size of t h e i r 

domestic groups we w i l l now consider how these groups were 

dispersed throughout the land. It would- be i n s u f f i c i e n t to i n f e r 

from, our meagre demogra-ohic knowledge the amount of land at the 

disposal of a p a r t i c u l a r domestic group. This i s not simply a 

function of the quality of information on Kasini population, i t 

i s due to the uneven resource bases of any two areas i n a given 

year and s t r i k i n g variations i n the resources of any one area i n 

diff e r e n t years. A group of ten people might require an area 

of 400 sq. miles i n some years or seasons, while i n others the 

same area might support two or three such groups. At other times 

and for a vari e t y of reasons ( c f . Keith 1963) the same area might 

barely support a single group. 

We have already referred to the fact that i n Kasini 

t e r r i t o r y r i c h fur areas were small and could be rapidly exhausted. 

As a resu l t most trapping posts were opened and closed a number of 
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t i m e s betv./een 1900-1950. For some K a s i n i t h i s r e q u i r e d movement 

i n t o an a r e a c l o s e r t o the new t r a p p i n g p o s t , f o r o t h e r s e x p l o i t 

i n g a r e a s w h i c h s t i l l had adequate f u r r e s o u r c e s , i t s i m p l y 

i n v o l v e d a r e a l i g n m e n t o f t h e i r t r a v e l r o u t e s towards the new 

p o s t . Accommodation o f K a s i n i i n t e r e s t s i n t r a p p i n g went hand 

i n hand w i t h t h e i r need to produce most o f t h e i r own f o o d . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , even when f u r r e s o u r c e s were adequate and t r a p p i n g 

p o s t s remained open K a s i n i were a l s o o b l i g e d to respond t o a r e a -

s p e c i f i c f r u c t u a t i o n s i n a v a i l a b l e f o o d . The r e a s o n s suggested 

( i b i d : 100-116) f o r changes i n a n i m a l p o p u l a t i o n s t h a t were 

p r e y e d upon by the K a s i n i , a r e beyond our competence to a s s e s s 

and r e a l l y beyond our c o n c e r n s . I t i s s u f f i c i e n t t o note t h a t 

K a s i n i moved f r e q u e n t l y and r e a l i g n e d themselves i n d i f f e r e n t 

groups, and t h a t t h e y saw most, but by no means a l l , o f t h e s e 

a c t i v i t i e s as b e i n g a r e s u l t o f s h i f t i n g r e s o u r c e s base. I t i s 

n e c e s s a r y t o i n d i c a t e and d e s c r i b e more f u l l y the f a c t o r s i n v o l v e d 

and draw out v/hat i m p l i c a t i o n s t h e s e have f o r K a s i n i s o c i a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . ' 

The K a s i n i had no commonly r e c o g n i z e d b o u n d a r i e s w h i c h 

l o c a t e d groups of p e o p l e i n space. The g e n e r a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

they had about t h i s s t a t e o f a f f a i r s was t h a t anybody c o u l d go 

anywhere and l i v e anywhere t h e y p l e a s e d . However, t h e i r movements 

d i d not i n f a c t p o s s e s s t h i s i n s o u c i a n t q u a l i t y and i t i s the 

o b j e c t o f t h i s d i s c u s s i o n to o u t l i n e t h o s e p r a c t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 

w h i c h were i n f l u e n t i a l i n r e s t r a i n i n g i n d i v i d u a l s f r om e x p l o i t i n g 

any a r e a t h e y w a n t e d . 

There seems to have been a r a t h e r u n c l e a r m a n i f e s t a t i o n 
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o f u s u f r u c t w h i c h o p e r a t e d on a " f i r s t come, f i r s t s e r v e " b a s i s . 

T h i s , hov/ever, was not u n e q u i v o c a l l y a m a t t e r o f r e c o g n i z e d 

r i g h t s f o r i t was bound up d i r e c t l y w i t h t h e amount o f r e s o u r c e s 

( f u r and.food) a v a i l a b l e i n a g i v e n a r e a . and o f t e n t h i s c o u l d n o t 

be p r e d e t e r m i n e d . Thus two groups might form one camp o r l i v e 

i n immediate p r o x i m i t y t o one a n o t h e r o n l y t o f i n d i n the course 

o f time t h a t t h e y were h a v i n g t o e x p l o i t a v e r y l a r g e a r e a t o 

s a t i s f y t h e i r needs. T h e r e f o r e , as a m a t t e r o f conve n i e n c e , 

p a r t o f the group, but n o t . n e c e s s a r i l y t h o s e who were i n the 

a r e a f i r s t , might move i n t o a new a r e a . On the o t h e r hand, i f 

the group f i r s t i n the a r e a were h a v i n g a h a r d time s a t i s f y i n g 

t h e i r needs and were s u b s e q u e n t l y j o i n e d by o t h e r s , the second 

group would most l i k e l y l e a v e w i t h i n a few days. F o r them to 

s t a y on would p r o b a b l y have meant t h a t b o t h groups would have 

been d e p r i v e d . And f o r them not" "to l e a v e f i r s t would have been, 

among o t h e r t h i n g s , an u n n e c e s s a r y s o l e c i s m . T h i s was n o t , 

however, a f u n c t i o n o f e x p l i c i t r u l e s o r r e g u l a t i o n s about how 

anybody s h o u l d p e r f o r m i n such a s i t u a t i o n . The i m p l i c a t i o n s o f 

the s i t u a t i o n i t s e l f were o b v i o u s and i t c o u l d , o r perhaps would, 

be c o n s t r u e d as an attempt t o a v o i d u n n e c e s s a r i l y i n c o n v e n i e n c i n g 

o t h e r s when t h e r e was no i n t e n t i o n o f d o i n g so. To i n f e r from 

t h i s a r i g h t o f u s u f r u c t would be m i s l e a d i n g , t o e l e v a t e i t t o a 

system o f t e n u r e , q u i t e wrong. 

Our i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s c l e a r l y ' i l l u s t r a t e d . i n a s t o r y 

i n v o l v i n g two women s e t t i n g t h e i r salmon n e t s i n the same 

s l o u g h o f the r i v e r . Both i n d i v i d u a l s were o f the same do m e s t i c 

g roup. One woman ( t h e i n f o r m a n t ) had a l r e a d y s e t h e r n e t , and 
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t h e second t h e n s e t h e r s about 1 5 f e e t down r i v e r , s u c c e s s f u l l y 

b l o c k i n g the f i r s t n e t from the l i k e l i h o o d o f c a t c h i n g any salmon. 

The i n f o r m a n t , i n t e l l i n g the s t o r y , d i d n o t say t h a t the second 

woman had no r i g h t to s e t h e r n e t where she had, but s i m n l y 

commented on the s t u p i d i t y o f the second woman f o r d o i n g what she 

had done. The i n f o r m a n t ' s r e sponse had been to move h e r own n e t 

t o a new s p o t . She d i d n o t , a p p a r e n t l y , o p e n l y debate t h e i s s u e 

w i t h the second woman a l t h o u g h she 'was s u f f i c i e n t l y i r r i t a t e d to 

remember the i n c i d e n t c l e a r l y t w enty y e a r s l a t e r . 

D i s p e r s a l o f groups t h r o u g h the r e g i o n seems to have been 

a f u n c t i o n o f people b e i n g a b l e t o a p p r a i s e r e s o u r c e p o t e n t i a l and 

a g e n e r a l d i s i n c l i n a t i o n t o a v o i d i r r i t a t i n g one's n e i g h b o r s and 

p o t e n t i a l companions. P e o p l e i n groups s o r t e d t h e m s e l v e s out i n 

an a r e a i n terms o f the p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y t h e y thought i t c o u l d 

b e a r and a l s o i n terms o f where t h e y thought o t h e r p e o p l e might 

be. The f o r m e r i n f o r m a t i o n c o u l d only be a c q u i r e d i n s i t u , whereas 

a rough o u t l i n e o f the l a t t e r was o b t a i n e d d u r i n g s e a s o n a l v i s i t s 

t o t r a p p i n g p o s t s (see Table 3 . 1 ) . 

T h i s s i t u a t i o n becomes even more f l u i d when we c o n s i d e r 

t h e f a c t t h a t d o m e s t i c groups were o n l y s p a t i a l l y d i s c r e t e . 

S o c i a l l y t hey were n ot i n the l e a s t e x c l u s i v e u n i t s even though 

the members o f one group might be more o r l e s s i n s u l a t e d from 

the i n t r u s i o n o f c e r t a i n o t h e r s on the b a s i s o f a m u t u a l l y 

r e c o g n i z e d , but n e g o t i a b l e , s o c i a l d i s t a n c e . T h i s we w i l l d i s c u s s 

p r e s e n t l y . I t i s s u f f i c i e n t t o say a t t h i s p o i n t t h a t when a 

s e p a r a t i o n between members o f a s i n g l e group took p l a c e t h e r e was 

no n e c e s s a r y d i v i s i o n o f the group a c c o r d i n g t o members' a s s o c i a 

t i o n w i t h a p a r t i c u l a r a r e a . 



To i l l u s t r a t e some of the m a t e r i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s which 
constrained people from moving anywhere at any time they pleased 
we w i l l consider the case of three s i b l i n g s . These i n d i v i d u a l s , 
two men and a woman, were a l l . born between 1900-1910. In combina
t i o n w i t h a number•• of others i n a s e r i e s of domestic groups they 
a l l remember l i v i n g together more or l e s s c o n s t a n t l y u n t i l about 
1918. The areas that each of them could r e c o l l e c t as being the 
place they were l i v i n g when they were about 5 years o l d ( i . e . 
t h e i r e a r l i e s t r e c o l l e c t i o n ) were overlapping but not c o i n c i d e n t . 
These d i f f e r e n t areas, which were presumably being e x p l o i t e d 
between 1905 and. 1915, are o u t l i n e d i n Map 3 and. they c l e a r l y 
i n d i c a t e r a t h e r extensive movement by the three s i b l i n g s . I n 
Map 4 we o u t l i n e i n some d e t a i l one of the areas i n Map 3 and 
show, i n conjunction w i t h Table 3.1 on subsistence a c t i v i t i e s , 
the kinds of movements which took place w i t h i n a given area 
during a one year p e r i o d . In Map 5 we o u t l i n e the same area 
i n d i c a t e d i n Map 4 and a f t e r g r a n t i n g the approximate date of 
e x p l o i t a t i o n i n 1905 show, f o r the i n d i v i d u a l concerned, the 
s u c c e s s i v e l y l a r g e r areas that he became f a m i l i a r w i t h during the 
periods 1905-1920 and 1920-1945. On the same map we a l s o show 
the maximum area the other two s i b l i n g s had become f a m i l i a r w i t h 
by 1945. 

In Map 3 three contiguous areas are designated, each 
one of which could have been s u f f i c i e n t f o r the needs of a 
domestic group f o r one year. In s i z e they range between 100-150 
sq. m i l e s . Such f i g u r e s are only rough approximations, however, 
and the maximum s i z e d areas used i n any one year could have been 
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miles 



much l a r g e r . One i n d i v i d u a l remembers t h a t i n a s i n g l e y e a r the 

pe o p l e he l i v e d w i t h f i s h e d i n the l a k e i n the e a s t e r n e x t r e m i t i e 

o f a r e a B and a l s o hunted around the l a k e s a t the s o u t h e r n 

e x t r e m i t i e s o f a r e a C. Thus, under c e r t a i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e s e 

t h r e e a r e a s c o u l d be used e x c l u s i v e l y o r i n p i e c e m e a l c o m b i n a t i o n 

Furthermore t h e y were n o t the o n l y a r e a s u t i l i z e d by the t h r e e 

s i b l i n g s d u r i n g the p e r i o d i n q u e s t i o n . Some o f the l a n d between 

and a d j a c e n t t o t h a t o u t l i n e d i n Map 3 was a l s o u t i l i z e d d u r i n g 

1905-1915, but j u s t what the e x t e n t o f t h i s t o t a l a r e a might have 

been i s h a r d t o say. I n Map 5 t h e r e i s a rough o u t l i n e o f the 

ar e a where the t h r e e s i b l i n g s l i v e d between 1905-1920,' however, 

t h e p e r i p h e r i e s o f t h i s a r e a were i m p r e c i s e i n the minds o f o u r 

i n f o r m a n t s and t h e r e a r e few n a t u r a l b o u n d a r i e s o r o b v i o u s l a n d 

marks w h i c h a l l o w e d them t o p r o v i d e a more e x a c t d e m a r c a t i o n . 

F o r i n s t a n c e , i n t h e i r r e m i n i s c e n c e s , a l l t h r e e s i b l i n g s agreed 

t h a t , by the m a r r i a g e o f the e l d e s t s i b l i n g ( e s t i m a t e d a t 1Q20), 

the y had e x p l o i t e d p a s t the headwaters o f a c e r t a i n stream but 

n o t as f a r as a l a r g e l a k e t e n m i l e s f a r t h e r on. Thus, n o t 

knowing where to draw a p r e c i s e boundary we a r e f a c e d w i t h 

h a v i n g a r b i t r a r i l y t o o u t l i n e an a r e a w h i c h c o u l d i n f a c t have 

been h a l f as l a r g e a g a i n . However, i f we a l l o w f o r the l i m i t e d 

a c c u r a c y o f our i n f o r m a t i o n the a r e a u t i l i z e d by the t h r e e 

s i b l i n g s d u r i n g 1905-1920 was r o u g h l y 1,000 s q . m i l e s . W i t h i n 

t h i s a r e a 25-30 i n d i v i d u a l s l i v e d i n s h i f t i n g c o m b i n a t i o n s i n 

d i f f e r e n t domestic g r o u p s . Some o f th e s e p e o p l e used o n l y p a r t 

o f the a r e a and the d e m a r c a t i o n , such as i t i s , p e r t a i n s o n l y 

to a p a r t i c u l a r time p e r i o d and t o the t h r e e s i b l i n g s we a r e 

d i s c u s s i n g . I f we had c e n t e r e d on any o f the o t h e r p e o p l e the 
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a r e a o u t l i n e d would have been q u i t e d i f f e r e n t , a l t h o u g h o v e r 

l a p p i n g . 

I n Map 4 the d e m a r c a t i o n i s more ex a c t s i n c e we had 

o c c a s i o n t o l i v e w i t h one o f the s i b l i n g s and a s s i s t i n the 

e x p l o i t a t i o n o f t h i s p a r t i c u l a r a r e a . F o r a number o f reasons 

th e p a t t e r n o f e x p l o i t a t i o n we f o l l o w e d a t t h i s t ime d i d not 

c o r r e s p o n d t o t h a t w h i c h e x i s t e d d u r i n g t h e h u n t i n g - t r a p p i n g 

p e r i o d . However, we d i d a c q u i r e a good d e a l o f da t a c o n c e r n i n g 

e a r l i e r e x p l o i t a t i o n p a t t e r n s , and, i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h s i m i l a r l y 

a c q u i r e d e x p e r i e n c e and knowledge o f o t h e r a r e a s , t h e s e d a t a 

p r o v i d e the b a s i s f o r t h e . f o l l o w i n g r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

From l a t e A p r i l u n t i l e a r l y June t h e a r e a seven m i l e s 

s o u t h and two m i l e s n o r t h o f the P e l l y r i v e r was e x p l o i t e d 

(Map 4 ) . I f th e y had been f o r t u n a t e i n l a t e March o r e a r l y A p r i l 

t h e domestic group c o u l d have a c q u i r e d a l i m i t e d q u a n t i t y o f 

c a r i b o u meat w h i c h would have supplemented the food, g a t h e r i n g 

a c t i v i t i e s d u r i n g the s p r i n g months. Out o f a t o t a l o f 39 

p l a c e names f o r the e n t i r e a r e a 20 o f the s e names r e f e r r e d t o 

p o i n t s w i t h i n the s m a l l e r r e g i o n e x p l o i t e d i n the s p r i n g t i m e . 

And o f the s e 20 names 18 e x p l i c i t l y r e f e r r e d t o p a r t i c u l a r k i n d s 

o f f o o d t h a t were a c q u i r e d i n the s p r i n g t i m e . Thus t h i s s m a l l e r 

a r e a was p u n c t u a t e d w i t h such names as "Blue grouse h i l l " 

, " P i k e l a k e " , and " G r a y l i n g c r e e k " 

I n some cases the names f o r d i f f e r e n t p l a c e s were 

i d e n t i c a l , i n o t h e r s t h e y v a r i e d o n l y s l i g h t l y . . I n a d d i t i o n t h e 

names might r e f e r e i t h e r t o a p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e o r t o a g e n e r a l 

l o c a l i t y such as a two m i l e s t r e t c h a l o n g a h i l l . 
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T r a n s p o r t was by f o o t a t t h i s t ime o f y e a r and goods 

were c a r r i e d by b o t h humans and dogs. S h e l t e r s were o f b r u s h o r 

l e a n t o s and made from canvas. Movement was f r e q u e n t and a 

cam p - s i t e was seldom u s e d f o r more than, a few days (see Ta b l e 3 . 1 ) . 

R o u t i n e a c t i v i t i e s might be engaged i n a t any time o f day a s i d e 

from the few hours o f t o t a l d a r k n e s s but movements o f camp 

f r e q u e n t l y o c c u r r e d i n t h e e a r l y morning b e f o r e the r e m a i n i n g 

snow had l o s t i t s c r u s t f o r t h i s made w a l k i n g much e a s i e r . 

Pood r e s o u r c e s s y s t e m a t i c a l l y e x p l o i t e d a t t h i s time 

o f y e a r i n c l u d e d b i r d s , f i s h and s m a l l mammals and t o a c q u i r e 

t h e s e e f f i c i e n t l y some o f the p e o p l e i n t h e domesti c group had 

t o have an i n t i m a t e knowledge o f the a r e a . P l a c e names i n d i c a t e d 

the main f o o d s u p p l y i n a p a r t i c u l a r a r e a , a l t h o u g h o t h e r r e s o u r c e s 

i n s m a l l e r amounts would a l s o be a v a i l a b l e . Thus " G r a y l i n g 

Creek" would p r o v i d e the group w i t h a c e r t a i n amount o f f i s h but 

snar e s f o r ground s q u i r r e l would a l s o be s e t w i t h i n a m i l e r a d i u s 

o f the camp and grouse a n d ' w i l l o w p t a r m i g a n would be shot i f 

i n t e r c e p t e d . 

Knowledge o f p l a c e names i n d i c a t e d two t h i n g s about an 

i n d i v i d u a l ; f i r s t l y , t h a t he knew an a r e a w e l l enough t o e x p l o i t 

i t e f f i c i e n t l y d u r i n g the s p r i n g and, s e c o n d l y , t h a t he was, o r 

had been, i n f a i r l y c l o s e c o n t a c t w i t h a l l o t h e r s who shared the 

same knowledge. A s t r a n g e r t o the r e g i o n would be e n t i r e l y 

i g n o r a n t o f what l o c a l i t y a p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e name r e f e r r e d t o , 

a l t h o u g h he would p r o b a b l y p o s s e s s knowledge o f s i m i l a r i f n o t 

i d e n t i c a l names w h i c h a p p l i e d to a d i f f e r e n t r e g i o n . As a s t r a n g e r 

the o n l y way he c o u l d l e a r n to e x p l o i t a new a r e a e f f e c t i v e l y 

i n s p r i n g , a v o i d i n g a r i s k y t r i a l and e r r o r method, was t o 
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a f f i l i a t e h i m s e l f w i t h people who already knew the area w e l l . 
Spring camp s i t e s were seldom returned to c o n s e c u t i v e l y 

and four to f i v e years might elapse before anybody returned to 
the same place i n s p r i n g . There was, of course, no guarantee 
that others would not e x p l o i t the s i t e i n the i n t e r i m , although 
info r m a t i o n concerning where anybody had been l i v i n g during a 
p a r t i c u l a r season was shared during the i n t e r m i t t e n t meetings 
of domestic groups throughout the year. The reason f o r not 
r e t u r n i n g to the same place annually was that food resources 
were tempor a r i l y exhausted. 

Spring e x p l o i t a t i o n r e q u i r e d no extended absences from 
camp but d i d i n v o l v e considerable co-operation between c e r t a i n 
members of the domestic group. Women customarily set nets and 
snares. B a b y s i t t i n g on the other hand re q u i r e d more or l e s s 
constant v i g i l a n c e , so checking snares,which could be done at 
any time during the day^led to co-operative e f f o r t so women could 
take turns at l e a v i n g camp. 

At t h i s time of year some of the men, or a young couple 
without c h i l d r e n , would t r a v e l away from the camp i n an attempt 
to i n t e r c e p t beaver on l a r g e r creeks and r i v e r s . Frequently they 
would be gone f o r (5-6) days at a time and would meet UP w i t h 
the main domestic group at a prearranged p l a c e . U s u a l l y two raen 
would t r a v e l together as they hunted the beaver; however, they 
d i d so p r i m a r i l y f o r companionship f o r there was no obvious bene
f i t s to be derived from having more than one person engage i n 
t h i s k i n d of a c t i v i t y . 

During-summer the group movements slowed down'and camps 
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were s i t u a t e d w i t h i n t h e v i c i n i t y o f a s a l t l i c k f o r weeks a t a 

t i m e . O f t e n the n a t u r a l . s h i f t i n the emphasis on f o o d p r o d u c t i o n 

a t t h i s time o f y e a r was a t t e n d e d by the members o f e x i s t i n g 

d omestic groups r e a l i g n i n g t hemselves w i t h o t h e r s t o form new 

ones. 

The meat a c q u i r e d d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d was p r e s e r v e d by 

s t r i p p i n g i t i n t o t h i n s h e e t s and d r y i n g on r a c k s and here a g a i n 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s encouraged c o - o p e r a t i o n by the women, who u s u a l l y 

performed t h i s t a s k . S i m i l a r l y women would f r e q u e n t l y c o - o p e r a t e 

i n t a n n i n g s k i n s f o r t h e r e were c r i t i c a l s t a g e s i n t h i s p r o c e d u r e 

w h i c h i n v o l v e d hours o f s u s t a i n e d a c t i v i t y . Thus women took 

t u r n s c o o k i n g , s u p e r v i s i n g c h i l d r e n , sewing, c h e c k i n g s n a r e s , 

s t r i p p i n g meat and p r e p a r i n g l e a t h e r . The men a p p a r e n t l y spent 

most o f t h e i r time l o a f i n g d u r i n g the mid-simmer. For them, i t 

was a s l a c k t i m e . •. 

From m i d - J u l y u n t i l * a b o u t the f i r s t week i n August t h e 

domestic group would camp n e a r one o f t h e two good salmon f i s h i n g 

s p o t s i n the v i c i n i t y where they would meet a n o t h e r domestic group. 

Most salmon were eaten when caught but a few would be d r i e d f o r 

use l a t e r i n the w i n t e r . A p a r t from the o c c a s i o n a l e x p e d i t i o n t o 

an a d j a c e n t s a l t l i c k v e r y l i t t l e movement took p l a c e w h i l e salmon 

f i s h i n g was i n p r o g r e s s . 

By t h e second week i n August t h e b u l k o f the dry f i s h 

and meat t h a t were on hand were p l a c e d i n an - e l e v a t e d l o g 

cache f o r use i n w i n t e r . ' " .The group then moved south up the 

v a l l e y f o r the f a l l hunt i n September and Oc t o b e r . The pace was 

t y p i c a l l y u n h u r r i e d and the walk u s u a l l y took two to t h r e e days 
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and even more. Hunters were s e n t ahead so t h a t a f r e s h s u p p l y 

o f meat would he on hand when the main group a r r i v e d . The camp 

s i t e f o r f a l l h u n t i n g i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r v a l l e y was a l w a y s s i t u a t e d 

n e a r a t a l l cache on w h i c h most o f the meat would he l e f t when 

the group a g a i n moved n o r t h as w i n t e r a r r i v e d i n mid-October. 

The cached meat was r e t r i e v e d sometime i n November when s u f f i c i e n t • 

snow made toboggan t r a v e l p o s s i b l e . 

A l l a d u l t s were e x t r e m e l y busy d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . 

The women s t r i p p i n g meat, p r e p a r i n g s k i n s , c o l l e c t i n g b e r r i e s , 

sewing w i n t e r garments, and t h e men h u n t i n g a l m o s t c o n s t a n t l y 

f o r any b i g game th e y c o u l d f i n d . 

D u r i n g l a t e O ctober o r e a r l y November t h e group moved 

back towards the P e l l y , r i v e r , and u s u a l l y camped i n the c a b i n . 

Here the a d u l t s engaged i n m a n u f a c t u r i n g o r r e p a i r i n g equipment 

n e c e s s a r y f o r w i n t e r : t h i s i n v o l v e d toboggans, dog h a r n e s s e s , 

showshoes, packs and toboggan c a s e s . 

The c a b i n was b o t h a temporary d o m i c i l e and a l s o a 

p l a c e t o l e a v e equipment. None o f the s i b l i n g s c o u l d remember 

spen d i n g more t h a n two o r t h r e e w i n t e r months i n t h e c a b i n i n any 

one y e a r . D u r i n g the' 1 5 y e a r s i n w h i c h they l i v e d i n the g e n e r a l 

a r e a t h e y remember spending o n l y f o u r to f i v e n o n - c o n s e c u t i v e 

w i n t e r s i n t h i s c a b i n . I n the g e n e r a l r e g i o n . t h e r e was a n o t h e r 

c a b i n w h i c h they used i n the same i n t e r m i t t e n t f a s h i o n and up 

t o a t h i r d o f t h e ti m e t h e y spent the e n t i r e w i n t e r p e r i o d i n 

canvas t e n t s . 

Sometime i n November c e r t a i n i n d i v i d u a l s o r o c c a s i o n a l l y 

the e n t i r e group would make a t r i p to the n e a r e s t t r a p p i n g p o s t 
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f o r s u p p l i e s . U s u a l l y r i v e r s and streams were f r o z e n o v e r by 

t h i s time and b a r r i e r s t o speedy t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o f goods were much 

reduced as dog teams and toboggans were p u t i n t o u s e . Upon t h e i r 

r e t u r n t r a p p i n g began i n e a r n e s t . 

. T r a p p i n g was p r i m a r i l y engaged i n by men. An i n d i v i d u a l ' s 

t r a p l i n e v a r i e d from year to y e a r and even was changed d u r i n g 

a s i n g l e season. I f t h e r e were s u f f i c i e n t f u r two i n d i v i d u a l s 

from d i f f e r e n t domestic groups might s e t t h e i r t r a p s i n the same 

a r e a . Thus the o u t l i n e i n Map 4 d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y c o n s t i t u t e 

a " t r a p l i n e " even f o r tho s e who happened t o have u s e d i t f o r 

fo o d e x p l o i t a t i o n i n the p r e v i o u s y e a r . P a r t s o f i t c o u l d have 

been used by i n d i v i d u a l s from d i f f e r e n t d o m e s t i c g r o u p s . 

F o r was w i n t e r moose h u n t i n g r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e a r e a i n 

Map 4. An i n d i v i d u a l on a f r e s h t r a c k would f o l l o w i t wherever 

i t took him. F r e q u e n t l y t r a c k s were i n t e r c e p t e d w h i l e t r a p s 

were b e i n g checked and thus the g e n e r a l o r i e n t a t i o n o f t r a p p i n g 

and w i n t e r moose h u n t i n g c o u l d r o u g h l y c o r r e s p o n d . J u s t as 

f r e q u e n t l y , however, an i n d i v i d u a l w h i l e h u n t i n g c o u l d be drawn 

c l o s e t o the main camp o f a n o t h e r domestic group — t h i s might 

o c c a s i o n an o v e r n i g h t v i s i t . 

A l l o r p a r t o f the main camp moved n o r t h d u r i n g mid-

December t o hunt s m a l l c a r i b o u h e r d s on t h e i r w i n t e r ' g r a z i n g 

r o u t e . Nets would a l s o be s e t i n the l a r g e l a k e t o c a t c h the 

spawning r u n o f w h i t e f i s h . 

Around the end o f December - f i r s t week o f January t h e 

e n t i r e group would u s u a l l y t r a v e l t o the n e a r e s t t r a p p i n g p o s t . 

T h i s a l l o w e d p e o p l e from, d i f f e r e n t groups t o meet and was a time 

o f d a n c i n g , g a mbling and, sometime a f t e r 1915, d r i n k i n g o f homebrew. 
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January, which was t y p i c a l l y the coldest month of the 
year, witnessed near t o t a l c e s s a t i o n of t r a p p i n g . Temperatures 
i n excess of -40F "brought the'^movement of almost'-all f u r 
bearing animals to a complete h a l t . I f food s u p p l i e s allowed 
the group would spend most of January t r a v e l l i n g slowly back to 
t h e i r food c a c h e s , v i s i t i n g other groups on the way. 

The a c t i v i t i e s of February - March were roughly s i m i l a r 
to those which occurred before the t u r n of the year. However, 
the snows i n the mountains had by t h i s time forced most moose 
i n t o g r a z i n g around lowland' lakes and along the banks of the main 
r i v e r . With decreasing degrees of success, hunting and t r a p p i n g 
continued u n t i l the s p r i n g , at which time the group would move 
to an area quite d i f f e r e n t from that used the previous year. 
Movement to a new area was f a c i l i t a t e d by the hard snow c r u s t s 
of e a r l y A p r i l . 

Map 5 o u t l i n e s the p r o g r e s s i v e l y l a r g e r area which the 
o l d e s t s i b l i n g l i v e d i n and e x p l o i t e d between 1905-1945. The 
move out of h i s n a t a l t e r r i t o r y was i n i t i a t e d by h i s marriage 
( c . 1918-20) to a woman who l i v e d i n the region to the west. 
As was t y p i c a l i n such cases t h i s arranged union r e s u l t e d i n 
the man l i v i n g w i t h h i s new w i f e and her parents i n a region which 
was q u i t e outside the area he had grown up i n . This represented, 
however, an a d d i t i o n t o , not a replacement of, h i s n a t a l t e r r i t o r y 
and i n time the e n t i r e area was e x p l o i t e d by the couple as they 
became members of v a r i o u s domestic groups. The area to the 
north, which the man and h i s spouse moved i n t o during the l a t e 
1930 1s became a v a i l a b l e by an arranged marriage between one of 
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h i s sons and a woman o f a group c u r r e n t l y l i v i n g i n t h e a r e a . I n 

t h i s case i t was not o n l y the son who moved i n t o the a r e a o f h i s 

spouse hut h i s p a r e n t s and h i s s i b l i n g s as w e l l . By 1945, t h e r e 

f o r e , t h r o u g h a s e r i e s o f r e l a t i o n s h i p s w h i c h were e i t h e r p r e 

e x i s t i n g , c r e a t e d by o t h e r s ( s u c h as the man's own m a r r i a g e ) , 

o r c r e a t e d by h i m s e l f and h i s spouse t h i s man became a u s e r o f an 

a r e a o f about 1800 s q . m i l e s . T h i s was j u s t under a q u a r t e r o f 

t h e s i z e o f the e n t i r e K a s i n i t e r r i t o r y . I n much the same time 

t h e two o t h e r s i b l i n g s o f t h i s man had managed to e x p l o i t 

comparable but not c o i n c i d e n t a r e a s . Towards the end o f the 

t r a p p i n g e r a each o f t h e s e s i b l i n g s were i n v o l v e d i n groups w h i c h 

s o l d t h e i r f u r s a t d i f f e r e n t t r a p p i n g p o s t s and a p p a r e n t l y t h e r e 

were p e r i o d s o f s e v e r a l y e a r s when they w o u l d n o t see each o t h e r 

a t a l l . 

I n summary, we can say t h a t r e s t r i c t i o n s o f K a s i n i 

movements were i n p a r t a consequence of two t h i n g s d i r e c t l y 

r e l a t e d t o t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f f o o d . F i r s t l y , a t p a r t i c u l a r t i m e s 

o f the y e a r t h e K a s i n i b u i l t up c o n s i d e r a b l e f o o d s u r p l u s e s w h i c h 

t h e y cached b e f o r e moving on t o t h e n e x t s t r a t e g i c p o i n t i n the 

f o o d q u e s t . T h i s meant, i n t u r n , t h a t K a s i n i movement'was 

r e s t r a i n e d by where t h e s e caches were; f o r they c o u l d n o t a f f o r d 

t o abandon them c o m p l e t e l y and had to s t a y i n the v i c i n i t y . 

T h e i r mode o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n p r e v e n t e d them from b e i n g a b l e t o 

move peopl e and equipment as w e l l as f o o d s u r p l u s e s e f f e c t i v e l y 

and s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . . I t had t o be one o r the o t h e r i n e v e r y 

season o f the y e a r except the springjWhen f o o d s u r p l u s e s were 

n e g l i g i b l e and equipment was reduced to a minimum. 

The second key f a c t o r w h i c h r e s t r i c t e d movement was 
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t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r some i n d i v i d u a l s to p o s s e s s i n t i m a t e knowledge 

o f the l a n d i n o r d e r f o r a group to e f f e c t i v e l y e x p l o i t an a r e a 

d u r i n g the weeks o f s p r i n g . A domestic group c o u l d not j u s t 

f i n d i t s e l f anywhere i n the s p r i n g — i t had to he s i t u a t e d i n a 

r e g i o n f a m i l i a r t o a t l e a s t some o f i t s members. I n the case 

o f s t r a n g e r s to an a r e a the most common mechanism o f e n s u r i n g 

a c c e s s to such s t r a t e g i c knowledge was t o a s s o c i a t e o n e s e l f 

t h r o u g h m a r r i a g e w i t h those who p o s s e s s e d i t . 

M o b i l i t y and the S i z e o f Domestic Groups 

M a n y . d e s c r i p t i o n s o f group s i z e amongst nomadic p e o p l e 

a r e p r e s e n t e d w i t h an eye t o the e c o l o g i c a l c o n t e x t i n w h i c h th e 

group o p e r a t e s . As t h i s s tudy i t s e l f i n d i c a t e s , we p e r s o n a l l y 

have n o t h i n g a g a i n s t such f u n c t i o n a l i s t d e s c r i p t i o n s except t h a t 

i n c e r t a i n o b v i o u s r e s p e c t s t h e y a r e i n a d e q u a t e and u s u a l l y 

p r o v i d e room f o r a l t e r n a t i v e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . T h i s p o i n t i s c l e a r l y 

i l l u s t r a t e d i n a r e c e n t d i s c u s s i o n ( l e e and Devore 1968: 245-48) 

on the d e t e r m i n a n t s o f l o c a l group s i z e among modern h u n t i n g 

p e o p l e s , i n w h i c h i t was n o t e d t h a t a l t h o u g h groups o f r o u g h l y ' 

25 i n d i v i d u a l s were found w i t h f a i r c o n s i s t e n c y around the w o r l d , 

t h e r e seems to be no s i n g l e s e t of f a c t o r s t h a t e x p l a i n s t h i s 

f i g u r e as a n e c e s s a r y consequence o f a n y t h i n g . Thus the f i g u r e 

"25" o b t a i n e d a m a g i c a l q u a l i t y w h i c h , d e s p i t e i t s u b i q u i t o u s 

e m p i r i c a l s t a t u s , seemed t o d e f y any s i n g l e e x p l a n a t i o n . The 

p r e s e n t d i s c u s s i o n can l a y no c l a i m t o a g e n e r a l e x p l a n a t i o n o f 

t h i s phenomenon. I t i s an attempt to p r o v i d e a parameter f o r the 

s m a l l d o m e s t i c groups of 5-15 i n d i v i d u a l s i n w h i c h K a s i n i l i v e d . 
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Our p o s i t i o n here can be made c l e a r i f we consider f o r a 
moment a d e s c r i p t i o n of r e l a t i o n s h i p s that p e r t a i n to one of the 
most rudimentary s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s that has been documented i n 
North America. The people i n question are those who l i v e d i n the 
Basin-Plateau region of the w e s t - c e n t r a l United States. Steward 
(1938) was among the f i r s t to give these people extensive 
treatment, i n a study which emphasized both c u l t u r a l ecology and 
the sociology of work (Murphy 1970). As Murphy (1971:34) has 
pointed out, the importance of Steward's study i s that he attempts 
to s t r e s s cause and to derive patterns of behavior from c e r t a i n 
key forms of a c t i v i t y . This attempt was not e n t i r e l y s u c c e s s f u l , 
however, and the a n a l y s i s i s weakened at c r i t i c a l p o i n t s when 
Steward lapses i n t o arguing h i s p o s i t i o n from the point of view 
of " f i t n e s s " . 

In a recent synopsis of Basin ethnography the l i m i t a t i o n s 
o f Steward's p o s i t i o n are c l e a r l y revealed by the f o l l o w i n g 
excerpts: 
"..the small f a m i l y c l u s t e r based on b i l a t e r a l p r i n c i p l e s was 
the i n e v i t a b l e response to areas of meagre resources, low popula
t i o n d e n s i t y , and an annual cycle of nomadism ..." (Steward 1970:115). 
"The region supported only a sparse population, and the i n h a b i t a n t s 
had to s c a t t e r to e x p l o i t every p o s s i b i l i t y and to avoid i n t r u s i o n ' 
upon the subsistence a c t i v i t i e s of others. Neither game nor 
vegetable foods were to be found w i t h p r e d i c t a b i l i t y i n a 
d e l i m i t e d area, and a d i s p o s i t i o n towards m o b i l i t y was a f a c t o r 
i n s u r v i v a l . " (Murphy>1970:158). 

What we are given i n the above excerpts i s the d e s c r i p t i o n 
of a number of f a c t o r s which n e i t h e r alone nor i n combination 
warrant the tone of i n e v i t a b i l i t y given to the s i z e of domestic 
groups or t h e i r d i s p e r s a l throughout the area. E s s e n t i a l l y , a l l 
we are presented w i t h are two premises that i n themselves all o w 
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f o r a number o f d i f f e r e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s o l u t i o n s : ( l ) t h e 

p r e m i s e t h a t a f i n i t e f o o d s u p p l y p l a c e s a l i m i t on the s i z e 

o f the p o p u l a t i o n i n a g i v e n a r e a and, (2) the premise t h a t the 

e x p l o i t a t i o n o f a v / i d e l y s c a t t e r e d f o o d s u p p l y r e q u i r e s some 

degree o f m o b i l i t y . 

To our way o f t h i n k i n g the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s o l u t i o n to 

the above s i t u a t i o n depends d i r e c t l y on the degree of m o b i l i t y 

t h a t the p o p u l a t i o n as a whole can a c h i e v e . However, i f t h i s i s 

n o t s p e c i f i e d or p l a c e d w i t h i n l i m i t s t h e r e i s n o t h i n g t h a t 

n e c e s s a r i l y f o l l o w s from the c i r c u m s t a n c e s as o u t l i n e d by Steward, 

and one can e a s i l y t h i n k o f o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e s w h i c h c o u l d cone 

w i t h these c o n d i t i o n s j u s t as e f f e c t i v e l y . C o n s i d e r , f o r i n s t a n c e , 

the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t o v er a 30 m i l e r o u t e i n the B a s i n a r e a t h e r e 

c o u l d be found s u f f i c i e n t seeds, b e r r i e s , r o o t s and s m a l l mammals 

t o f e e d a group o f 100 p e o p l e f o r a s i n g l e day. Fow i f i t i s 

a d m i t t e d t h a t t h e r e i s n o t h i n g i n the c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e m s e l v e s 

t h a t suggests t h a t t h i s h y p o t h e t i c a l and somewhat h y p e r b o l i c 

example i s i m p o s s i b l e , how t h e n do we e x p l a i n why the Shoshone 

and e v e r y o t h e r h u n t i n g - g a t h e r i n g p e o p l e have n o t opted f o r t h i s 

p a r t i c u l a r s o l u t i o n , or even the m a j o r i t y o f the 99 o t h e r p o s s i b l e 

s o l u t i o n s i n v o l v e d . Some o f t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s i n our h y p o t h e t i c a l 

case g i v e some c l u e as t o an answer here and we w i l l l i s t them 

below: 
Group S i z e R e q u i r e d M o b i l i t y f o r One Bay's Food Supply 
100 p e o p l e 30 m i l e s / d a y 

50 p e o p l e 15 m i l e s / d a y 

"25"people 7.5 m i l e s / d a y 

12 p e o p l e 3-75 m i l e s / d a y 

6 p e o p l e 1 .9 m i l e s / d a y 
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C o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f convenience would be a p l a u s i b l e but 

i n s u f f i c i e n t r e a s o n why any h u n t i n g p e o p l e might opt f o r t h e 

s m a l l e r s i z e groups; f o r o b v i o u s l y t h e y would have to move much 

s h o r t e r d i s t a n c e s t h a n o t h e r w i s e . Convenience, however, i s a 

v e r y s u b j e c t i v e assessment and t h e r e i s c l e a r l y no way we can 

submit i t as a f a c t o r i n the d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f group s i z e . The 

o n l y f a c t o r t h a t we can stiggest here i n v o l v e s the obvi o u s f a c t 

t h a t any s e l f - p e r p e t u a t i n g p o p u l a t i o n e x h i b i t s wide d i s c r e p a n c i e s 

w i t h r e s p e c t t o ages and, by i m p l i c a t i o n , p h y s i c a l a b i l i t i e s . 

The e x p l a n a t i o n here p l a c e s the emphasis n o t on a g e n e r a l i z e d 

c o n t e x t o f s c a t t e r e d r e s o u r c e s , e t c . , but on t h e n a t u r a l l i m i t a 

t i o n s o f the pe o p l e who a r e r e q u i r e d t o be m o b i l e i n p u r s u i t 

o f those r e s o u r c e s . Any a b l e - b o d i e d a d u l t i s p r o b a b l y c a p a b l e 

o f w a l k i n g 30 m i l e s a day f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e p e r i o d o f t i m e . 

But no l a s t i n g form o f o r g a n i z a t i o n can ge a r i t s e l f s o l e l y t o 

the c a p a c i t i e s o f thos e who a r e a b l e s t . I n the case o f m o b i l i t y , 

j u s t the c o n t r a r y i s t r u e ; f o r t h e group can o n l y move as q u i c k l y 

as i t s s l o w e s t members. T h e r e f o r e . i t i s the young and the o l d 

who r e s t r i c t the s i z e o f l o c a l h u n t i n g g r o u p s . One can, o f 

co u r s e , l e a v e t h e o l d b e h i n d , and numerous.examples i n t h e 

l i t e r a t u r e i l l u s t r a t e t h a t t h i s has o c c u r r e d . But no v i a b l e 

p o p u l a t i o n can a f f o r d to abandon the young. The s o l u t i o n t h e r e 

f o r e i s t o keep the s i z e o f t h e group s m a l l i n o r d e r t h a t the 

r e s o u r c e s i n any one a r e a a r e not exhausted a t once and the need 

f o r m o b i l i t y c o n t r o l l e d . 

L e t us now r e t u r n t o the K a s i n i and see i n what way we 

can a c t u a l l y r e l a t e t h i s f a c t o r of age to the m o b i l i t y o f t h e i r 
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d o m e s t i c g r o u p s . I n Table.3.1 we can see t h a t t h r o u g h o u t the 

y e a r the number o f d i f f e r e n t camps formed by domestic groups was. 

n o t l a r g e . There were p r o b a b l y n o t many more t h a n 23 main camps 

a t most throughout the y e a r . However, more th a n two t h i r d s o f 

these camps o c c u r r e d i n a s i n g l e s h o r t season, and f o r a t l e a s t 

10 months o f the y e a r the K a s i n i moved camp l e s s t h a n once a 

month. O b v i o u s l y something o t h e r t h a n r e s t r i c t i o n s imposed by 

age and meagre or d i m i n i s h e d p h y s i c a l a b i l i t i e s i s r e q u i r e d to 

e x p l a i n why d o m e s t i c groups were n o t a t l e a s t t w i c e as l a r g e as 

i n d i c a t e d f o r most o f the y e a r . Convenience,$as we have sugge s t e d , 

may have been a f a c t o r h e r e ; f o r the l o g i s t i c problems o f moving 

peopl e and equipment a c r o s s c o u n t r y i s c e r t a i n l y d i m i n i s h e d 

the f e w e r the p e o p l e i n v o l v e d . However, s o c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 

a r e a l s o v e r y r e l e v a n t , and i t seems t h a t f o r most of the y e a r 

t h e r e was no s i n g l e f a c t o r , but r a t h e r a c o m b i n a t i o n o f t h i n g s 

w h i c h i n d u c e d t h e K a s i n i t o r e s t r i c t t h e i r d o m e s t i c groups t o 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y 5-15 i n d i v i d u a l s . 

The K a s i n i c l a i m e d t h a t any a b l e - b o d i e d a d u l t would 

p r o b a b l y be c a p a b l e o f s u b s i s t i n g on meagre s p r i n g - t i m e r e s o u r c e s 

by wandering a t random i n a s t r a n g e a r e a . But no d o m e s t i c group 

c o u l d a f f o r d to do so s i m p l y because the young and the v e r y o l d 

c o u l d n o t keep up the pace f o r s i x to e i g h t weeks. The a c t u a l 

s o l u t i o n e n t a i l e d moving w e l l w i t h i n t h e i r p h y s i c a l l i m i t a t i o n s 

f o r , even though the r e s o u r c e s o f a p a r t i c u l a r s i t e were exhausted 

r e l a t i v e l y q u i c k l y , movement was r e q u i r e d o n l y e v e r y tv/o t o f o u r 

days and d i s t a n c e s i n v o l v e d no more t h a n two to f i v e m i l e s . 

Prom p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e w i t h the p r e s e n t day c o u n t e r - p a r t o f 
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t h i s k i n d o f group, t h e r a t e o f t r a v e l , e s p e c i a l l y i f the t e r r a i n 

was rough, was f r e q u e n t l y l e s s than one m i l e per h o u r . Consequently 

a f i v e - m i l e t r i p might t a k e seven to e i g h t hours to complete. 

F u r t h e r m o r e , a p a r t i c u l a r s i t e seldom p r o v i d e d . a f o o d s u r p l u s 

t h a t would a l l o w f o r more th a n one o r two days o f n o n - p r o d u c t i v e 

a c t i v i t y . T h e r e f o r e , i n o r d e r t o i n s u r e t h a t such movements 

were n e i t h e r i n v a i n nor too d i s t a n t f r om t h e p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e , 

a t l e a s t somebody i n each d o m e s t i c group had t o p o s s e s s a d e t a i l e d 

knowledge o f the s p r i n g - t i m e f o o d . r e s o u r c e s i n t h e a r e a t o be 

e x p l o i t e d . 

A l l o f t h e s e a d d i t i o n a l f a c t o r s however do n o t reduce 

the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f the age d i f f e r e n t i a l and i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o 

group s i z e and m o b i l i t y f o r a t a p a r t i c u l a r t ime o f the y e a r age 

does p l a c e l i m i t a t i o n s on the s i z e o f t h e group devoted to m o b i l e 

e x p l o i t a t i o n o f "the h a b i t a t . Why t h i s s i z e was s u s t a i n e d t h r o u g h 

out most o f t h e y e a r we w i l l p r e s e n t l y c o n s i d e r i n terms of. the 

i m p l i c a t i o n s o f c e r t a i n s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s and i d e a s h e l d by the 

K a s i n i . However, even here o n l y a tendency i s i n d i c a t e d , and 

t h e r e seems t o be no o v e r a l l c a u s a l e x p l a n a t i o n t o s u p p o r t the 

i n t r i g u i n g p o s s i b i l i t y o f a s o c i o l o g i c a l v e r s i o n o f l i e b i g ' s l a w. 

I n c o n c l u s i o n we can s i m p l y s t a t e t h a t t h e K a s i n i d i d 

n o t have any c o n s c i o u s i d e a l s i z e i n mind when f o r m i n g d o m e s t i c 

groups. D e c i s i o n s t o reduce the s i z e o f domestic groups were made 

f o r many r e a s o n s and might amount i n most cases t o n o t h i n g more 

c o m p l i c a t e d t h a n the g r a d u a l r e c o g n i t i o n a t t i m e s t h a t t h e r e was 

n o t s u f f i c i e n t f o o d i n the a r e a to support a g i v e n number of 

p e o p l e . Thus a s p l i t would o c c u r . 'However, what i s o f even 
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g r e a t e r s o c i o l o g i c a l moment i s t h a t the K a s i n i d i d n o t have any 

n o t i o n o f an i d e a l i n t e r n a l c o m p o s i t i o n f o r domestic g r o u p s . As 

we s t a t e d i n the i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h i s c h a p t e r the domestic group 

was p r i m a r i l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p r o v i d i n g n e c e s s i t i e s o f l i f e and 

i t i s p r i m a r i l y i n t h e s e terms t h a t r e g u l a r i t i e s i n i t s composi

t i o n may be u n d e r s t o o d . 

C o m p o s i t i o n o f Domestic Groups 

The p r e c e d i n g c h a p t e r o u t l i n e d i n some d e t a i l the 

r e s o u r c e s t h a t the K a s i n i e x p l o i t e d f o r f o o d and equipment and 

r e v e a l e d s t r i k i n g v a r i a t i o n s i n a v a i l a b i l i t y and s u i t a b i l i t y o f 

these r e s o u r c e s t h r o u g h o u t the y e a r . These s e a s o n a l f l u c t u a 

t i o n s have been f u r t h e r ; s i m p l i f i e d i n Table 3.1 and i n a v e r y 

g e n e r a l sense they p r o v i d e d the s i n g l e most demanding framework 

w i t h i n w h i c h a l l K a s i n i had to o p e r a t e . Thus we have a p a t t e r n 

t h r o u g h time w h i c h , a l t h o u g h b e i n g l a r g e l y c u l t u r a l l y d e f i n e d , 

i n v o l v e d a h a b i t a t w i t h c e r t a i n i n e l u c t a b l e q u a l i t i e s . T h i s i n 

i t s e l f means l i t t l e more t h a n t h a t K a s i n i c o u l d n o t f i s h salmon 

i n s p r i n g t i m e , expect t o have any su c c e s s a t a s a l t l i c k i n mid

w i n t e r : o r be a b l e to f i n d a market f o r p e l t s t a k e n i n summer. 

That they c o u l d n o t do t h e s e t h i n g s i s c e r t a i n l y i m p o r t a n t but 

i n o r d e r to a p p r e c i a t e i t s s o c i o l o g i c a l r e l e v a n c e o t h e r m a t e r i a l 

f a c t o r s must be c o n s i d e r e d . T h i s i n v o l v e s the o b v i o u s f a c t t h a t 

t h e n e c e s s a r y c o m b i n a t i o n o f knowledge and p h y s i c a l a b i l i t i e s 

r e q u i r e d f o r e x p l o i t a t i o n o f the h a b i t a t were u n e v e n l y d i s t r i b u t e d 

t h r o u g h K a s i n i p o p u l a t i o n . Here a g a i n we muft emphasize the 

f a c t o r o f age — o b v i o u s , but n e g l e c t e d i n the l i t e r a t u r e o f 

n o r t h e r n Athapaskans. 
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The r e q u i r e d combination, o f knowledge and n h y s i c a l . 

a b i l i t y was found, o n l y among a b l e - b o d i e d a d u l t s and t h e y c o n s t i t u t e d 

a s e c t o r upon w h i c h a l l the r e s t o f the p o p u l a t i o n depended. I n 

v a r y i n g degrees the young were b o t h i g n o r a n t - a n d p h y s i c a l l y 

immature and the o l d , a l t h o u g h knowledgeable were p h y s i c a l l y 

weak. K a s i n i p o p u l a t i o n can be d i v i d e d i n t o two broad c a t e g o r i e s , 

" p r o v i d e r s " and "dependents", and i t i s i n terms of t h i s d i s t i n c 

t i o n t h a t we can u n d e r s t a n d a g r e a t d e a l o f K a s i n i b e h a v i o r . 

We w i l l c o n s i d e r t h e s e c a t e g o r i e s " p r o v i d e r " and 

"dependent" i n d i v i d u a l l y b e f o r e t u r n i n g t o w h a t . i s i m p l i e d by 

the r e l a t i o n s h i p between them. I n d o i n g so i t must be remembered 

t h a t our breakdown o f K a s i n i p o p u l a t i o n i n t h i s . m a n n e r has no 

d i r e c t correspondence w i t h K a s i n i c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n f o r t h e y had 

no comprehensive c a t e g o r i e s e x p l i c i t l y r e f e r r i n g t o a s y m m e t r i c a l 

economic r e l a t i o n s between c l a s s e s o f p e o p l e . T h e i r c oncern was 

w i t h r e l a t i o n s h i p s between i n d i v i d u a l s o r , as w i t h the m o i e t y 

system, comprehensive c a t e g o r i e s t h a t had no e x p l i c i t economic 

c o n n o t a t i o n . However, t h i s does n o t mean t h a t the breakdown o f 

the K a s i n i i n t o " p r o v i d e r s " and "dependents" d i d not have, a 

s u b j e c t i v e r e a l i t y f o r them. On t h e c o n t r a r y , i t i s the purpose 

of t h i s s e c t i o n to show how, r e g a r d l e s s o f o t h e r c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 

K a s i n i i n v a r i a b l y formed d o m e s t i c g r o u p s i n c l u d i n g p e o p l e from 

b o t h these c a t e g o r i e s . O ther c o n s i d e r a t i o n s were i m p o r t a n t but-

secondary, and s o l e l y from the economic v i e w p o i n t we w i l l see 

t h a t d o m e s t i c groups, a l t h o u g h a p p e a r i n g f l e x i b l e from o t h e r 

p e r s p e c t i v e s , r e f l e c t an e n d u r i n g . s t r u c t u r e . 

" P r o v i d e r s " r e f e r s t o those who were a b l e to produce 
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t h e f o o d and m a t e r i a l s n e c e s s a r y f o r s u r v i v a l and i n c l u d e d a l l 

a b l e - b o d i e d a d u l t s . I n an economic sense t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s were 

ind e p e n d e n t , but s i n c e t h i s was c o n t i n g e n t on t h e i r p o s s e s s i n g 

i n c o m b i n a t i o n b o t h r e l e v a n t knowledge and p h y s i c a l a b i l i t y 

t h e i r s was n e c e s s a r i l y a t r a n s i t o r y c o n d i t i o n . Every K a s i n i 

began as a dependent c h i l d and a l t h o u g h a l l c o u l d r e a s o n a b l y 

expect t o become p r o v i d e r s t h e y would e v e n t u a l l y pass i n t o o l d 

age and a g a i n become as dependent on the a c t i v i t i e s o f o t h e r s as 

they were when c h i l d r e n . B e i n g a " p r o v i d e r " t h e n was a s t r a t e g i c 

but t r a n s i t o r y stage i n the l i f e o f every K a s i n i . 

The c l a s s "dependents" comprises a l l those who, f o r 

one r e a s o n o r a n o t h e r , were r e s t r i c t e d i n t h e i r m o b i l i t y — the 

o l d , young, i n f i r m , and women i n an advanced stage o f pregnancy 

a l l may be subsumed under t h i s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . We do n o t mean 

t h a t "dependents" were n e c e s s a r i l y cared f o r as i n f a n t s might be 

f o r t h e r e were many camp-oriented t a s k s f o r w h i c h t h e y were 

r e s p o n s i b l e . Indeed, many o f the s e were i n d i s p e n s i b l e t o the 

r u n n i n g o f a domestic group and dependents s t o o d i n complementary 

r e l a t i o n s h i p t o tho s e who s u p p l i e d most o f the raw m a t e r i a l s . 

I n t h i s r e s p e c t i t i s n e c e s s a r y to p o i n t out t h a t " p r o v i d e r s " 

were q u i t e c a p a b l e o f p e r f o r m i n g a l l t h o s e t a s k s t h e m s e l v e s . 

However, e v e r y i n d i v i d u a l was ex p e c t e d t o do what he o r she 

c o u l d and the f a c t o f the m a t t e r was t h a t " p r o v i d e r s " d i d t h i n g s 

w h i c h were o f c r i t i c a l economic i m p o r t a n c e , c h i e f l y h u n t i n g down 

b i g game — t a s k s w h i c h c o u l d not be a c c o m p l i s h e d by "dependents". 

K a s i n i r e s o u r c e use depended on d i s t i n c t k i n d s o f 

knowledge and t e c h n i q u e s w h i c h a re u s u a l l y denoted by the terms 
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hunting and gath e r i n g . We have a l r e a d y i n d i c a t e d that i n some 
respects these modes are not mutually e x c l u s i v e and that some 
a c t i v i t i e s combine both. Nevertheless t h e i r r e c o g n i t i o n i s 
u s e f u l f o r they l o o s e l y accommodated two qu i t e d i f f e r e n t o r i e n t a 
t i o n s i n K a s i n i economic p u r s u i t s and can g e n e r a l l y be summarized 
as f o l l o w s : 

Hunting 
1. Resource:-

Big game (moose, caribou) 
2 . Knowledge:-

a) Topography and f l o r a conducive to supporting a species 
i n a p a r t i c u l a r season. 

b) Animal behavior patterns according to season. 
c) A b i l i t y to assess t r a c k s and other spoor while hunting. 
d) Habitual responses of animals when being hunted. 

•3. Technique:-
M o b i l i t y i n p u r s u i t 

Gathering 
1. Resoiirce: 

F i s h , b i r d s , small mammals 
2. Knowledge:-
. a) Location of small game resources i n s p e c i f i c areas, 

b) Knowledge of time when resources are c l u s t e r e d and 
most s u i t a b l e f o r e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

3. Technique:-
I n t e r c e p t i o n based on p r e d i c t a b i l i t y of resource i n time 
and space. 
A recent d i s c u s s i o n (Brown,1970) on the d i v i s i o n of 

labour by sex po i n t s out c e r t a i n s o c i o l o g i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s of 
the r e l a t i o n s h i p between subsistence a c t i v i t i e s and demographic 
composition of domestic groups. In n o t i n g the f a i l u r e of va r i o u s 
p h y s i o l o g i c a l and p s y c h o l o g i c a l explanations of a sexual d i v i s i o n 
o f labour, Brown argues t h a t , purely i n a f u n c t i o n a l sense, 
c e r t a i n kinds of subsistence a c t i v i t i e s are compatible w i t h 
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o t h e r domestic a c t i v i t i e s . Among o t h e r t h i n g s t h i s i n v o l v e s the 

c r i t i c a l a c t i v i t y o f c a r i n g f o r dependents i n the group. Sub

s i s t e n c e a c t i v i t i e s amongst h u n t i n g - g a t h e r i n g p e o n i e s most 

c o m p a t i b l e w i t h t h i s j o b , a c c o r d i n g to Brown, would have the 

f o l l o w i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s : 

" . . . t h e y do not r e q u i r e r a p t c o n c e n t r a t i o n and a r e r e l a t i v e l y 
d u l l and r e p e t i t i v e ; t hey a re e a s i l y i n t e r r u p t i b l e and e a s i l y 
resumed once i n t e r r u p t e d ; t h e y do not p l a c e the c h i l d i n p o t e n t i a l 
danger; and t h e y do not - r e q u i r e the p a r t i c i p a n t to range v e r y 
f a r from home." ( i b i d : 1075-76) 

I n s u f f i c i e n t as t h e y a re Brown's c o n c l u s i o n s a r e i n t e r e s t 

i n g and r e l e v a n t to our K a s i n i m a t e r i a l f o r females a r e a t l e a s t 

p e r i o d i c a l l y i m m o b i l i z e d as they r e a c h an advanced s t a t e o f 

pregnancy and as they a re r e q u i r e d to nu r s e i n f a n t s . And t h u s 

" r e p e t i t i v e , i n t e r r u p t i b l e , non-dangerous t a s k s t h a t do n o t 

r e q u i r e e x t e n s i v e e x c u r s i o n s a r e more a p p r o p r i a t e f o r women when 

the e x i g e n c i e s o f c h i l d care a r e t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t . M (op c i t : 1 0 7 7 ) . 

I n our K a s i n i d a t a t h e r e i s c l e a r i n d i c a t i o n t h a t 

something l i k e Brown's p e r s p e c t i v e was, o r might have been, 

v i s u a l i z e d a t some p o i n t by the K a s i n i , f o r b o t h h u n t i n g and 

g a t h e r i n g a r e a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h have a s t r o n g s y m b o l i c weight 

w h i c h i s r e l a t e d t o gender. However, we a r e n o t i n t e r e s t e d here 

i n t he s o c i o l o g y o f a t a v i s t i c forms o r the q u e s t i o n o f emergence. 

Y/hat we w i s h to emphasize i s t h a t a l t h o u g h on a s y m b o l i c and 

c o n c e p t u a l l e v e l sex was i n t e g r a t e d i n t o t h e K a s i n i i n t e r p r e t i v e 

framework i n a v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t way, much b e h a v i o r was n o t 

s t r u c t u r e d i n terms o f t h i s framework n o r was i t r e l e n t l e s s l y 

imposed on b e h a v i o r a l arrangements as th e y emerged i n the course 

o f t i m e . I n response to q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g what i s c u s t o m a r i l y 
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r e f e r r e d to as the n o r m a t i v e d i m e n s i o n o f r o l e s K a s i n i answers 

p r o v i d e d t h i s k i n d o f o u t l i n e : 

Female Male 

Sedentary M o b i l e 
Cooking, m a n u f a c t u r i n g c l o t h i n g P r o v i s i o n o f raw m a t e r i a l s 
Care o f c h i l d r e n . A c q u i s i t i o n o f s u b o r d i n a t e s 
G a t h e r i n g H u n t i n g 

A l t h o u g h t h e s e c o n t r a s t s a r e r e a l , from the cases we 

examine below i t v / i l l be e v i d e n t t h a t n o t h i n g l i k e a s t r i c t 

s e p a r a t i o n o f male-female a c t i v i t y c o u l d have been s u s t a i n e d f o r 

v e r y l o n g . F o r the most p a r t d e c i s i o n s on the s e m a t t e r s were 

no t made on t h e b a s i s o f c h o i c e between a s e r i e s o f a l t e r n a t i v e s , 

f o r the r e f l e c t i o n , v o l i t i o n and p r e f e r e n t i a l d e c i s i o n s w h i c h 

a r e the presupposed c o n d i t i o n s o f c h o i c e f r e q u e n t l y d i d n o t 

e x i s t f o r the K a s i n i . O f t e n the arrangements t h a t emerged 

between i n d i v i d u a l s , however temporary they might be, were a. 

r e s u l t o f s e l e c t i n g from a narrow range o f p o s s i b i l i t i e s . - ' - Thus 

two men out h u n t i n g would not go hungry s i m p l y because they had 

no woman to cook f o r them, n o r would a man h e s i t a t e t o c a r r y a 

c h i l d i f t h e woman a l o n g was f e e l i n g i l l o r had a s t r a i n e d back. 

The i m p o r t a n c e o f t h i s f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g the n a t u r e 

o f domestic groups i s t h a t even though c e r t a i n a c t i v i t i e s were 

d i s j u n c t i v e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a s p e c i f i c sex i n a c t u a l f a c t t h e s e 

a c t i v i t i e s were performed from time to time by a l l a d u l t s . What 

the n o r m a t i v e statement might i m p l y i s t h a t women by and l a r g e 

d i d n o t hunt as w e l l as men, and men d i d n o t sew o r t a n s k i n s as 

w e l l as women. However, the g r a d u a l and i n f o r m a l b a s i s unon w h i c h 

1. On c h o i c e and s e l e c t i o n see A. S c h u t z , 1964:78. 
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a l l t e c h n i c a l knowledge was l e a r n e d e n s u r e d t h a t a c c e s s t o i t 

was not r e s t r i c t e d and c o n s e q u e n t l y by the time any i n d i v i d u a l 

had matured he or she had a sound w o r k i n g knowledge o f a l l 

t h o s e s k i l l s o f m a n u f a c t u r i n g and e x p l o i t a t i o n p r a c t i s e d by 

a d u l t s . T h i s had an o b v i o u s a d a p t i v e s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r i t meant 

t h a t i n s o f a r as a domestic group had a c o n t i n g e n t o f a b l e - b o d i e d 

a d u l t s i t d i d not m a t t e r who they were o r whether o r not they 

were o f the same o r o p p o s i t e sex. A l l t h a t m a t t e r e d was t h a t they 

were on hand to care f o r those who were dependent on them. 

The f o l l o w i n g cases w i l l i l l u s t r a t e such g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s 

and the range of domestic group c o m p o s i t i o n . ¥e a r e not p r e s e n t 

i n g k i n s h i p r e l a t i o n s p e r se a l t h o u g h f o r ease of d i s c u s s i o n 

we use q u a s i - g e n e a l o g i c a l c h a r t s . S t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g these c h a r t s 

a r e a c o m b i n a t i o n o f g e n e a l o g i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n and r e c o g n i z e d k i n 

r e l a t i o n s . A s o l i d v e r t i c a l l i n e r e p r e s e n t s descent i n the sense 

t h a t two i n d i v i d u a l s are r e c o g n i z e d as b e i n g o f c l o s e c o n n e c t i o n 

b o t h g e n e a l o g i c a l l y and s o c i a l l y . A broken v e r t i c a l l i n e ) 

i n d i c a t e s r e c o g n i t i o n o f a c l o s e s o c i a l c o n n e c t i o n w i t h no d i r e c t 

g e n e a l o g i c a l r e l a t e d n e s s . The same a p p l i e s t o h o r i z o n t a l l i n e s 

i n d i c a t i n g c o l l a t e r a l r e l a t i o n s . The s i g n s A, O w h i c h i n d i c a t e 

gender a r e shaded when the i n d i v i d u a l r e p r e s e n t e d i s the p r o v i d e r 

i n the domestic group. A c r o s s mark p l a c e d on such s i g n s i n d i c a t e s 

t h e i n d i v i d u a l i s - d e c e a s e d . F i n a l l y , the domestic group i s 

e n c l o s e d by a d o t t e d l i n e . 



I l l 

Diagram 4.1 

A c h i l d l e s s c o uple adopted a male i n f a n t . The c h i l d 

remained "with the c o u p l e a f t e r a d u l t h o o d and i n time he came 

t h e i r c l o s e s t f i l i a l t i e . Over t h e y e a r s t h i s t r i a d formed a 

p a r t o f numerous d o m e s t i c g r o u p s . When the son e v e n t u a l l y m a r r i e d 

an extended arrangement .of what i s i l l u s t r a t e d i n Diagram 4.7 

emerged (see b e l o w ) . However, as the son and h i s spouse produced 

c h i l d r e n the domestic group became too l a r g e to s t a y i n t a c t . 

The s p l i t w h i c h o c c u r r e d r e s u l t e d i n the c o m b i n a t i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l s 

c i r c u m s c r i b e d by the d o t t e d l i n e i n the above c h a r t f o r m i n g one 

d o m e s t i c group. At t h i s time the son and h i s spouse were the 

p r o d u c t i v e c e n t e r o f t h e group w h i c h formed. The o l d e r c ouple 

i n t h i s case had been p r e m a t u r e l y reduced t o a. dependent s t a t e by 

a number o f s e r i o u s i l l n e s s e s w h i c h had had permanent e f f e c t s . 
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Diagram 4.2 

\ m m ) 

The p r o v i d e r i n t h i s case was a man. The c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

w h i c h l e d up to t h i s arrangement, w h i c h l a s t e d f o r f i v e months 

one w i n t e r and on and o f f f o r a p e r i o d o f two y e a r s , were as 

f o l l o w s : t h e mother o f the c h i l d r e n had d i e d i n t h e e a r l y f a l l 

and the f a t h e r a t t e m p t e d t o j o i n up w i t h a n o t h e r b r o t h e r and h i s 

w i f e , who were i n the immediate a r e a but f o r a number of r e a s o n s 

t h i s second c o u p l e d i d not welcome the a d d i t i o n t o t h e d o m e s t i c 

group o f w h i c h they were a l r e a d y a p a r t . The f a t h e r , whose 

o l d e s t c h i l d was 13 y e a r s o l d , was i n a d i f f i c u l t p o s i t i o n f o r 

n o t o n l y would he f r e q u e n t l y have t o l e a v e h i s young dependents 

f o r days a t a time w h i l e he hunted and t r a p p e d , t h e r e was no one on 

hand to t a n s k i n s and make v a r i o u s a r t i c l e s o f c l o t h i n g and 

equipment f o r the group as a w h o le. F o r the f a t h e r t h i s was a 

problem o f o r g a n i z a t i o n and t i m e r a t h e r t h a n i g n o r a n c e or i n a b i l i t y 

and h i s s o l u t i o n was t o j o i n up w i t h h i s b a c h e l o r b r o t h e r who, 

sometime a f t e r adulthood,, had become t o t a l l y b l i n d . D e s p i t e t h i s 

h a n d i c a p , t h i s b r o t h e r was capable o f p e r f o r m i n g a l l domestic 

t a s k s w h i c h were r e q u i r e d — making c l o t h i n g , snowshoes, dog 

h a r n e s s e s , e t c . as w e l l as s u p e r v i s i n g t h e c h i l d r e n d u r i n g 

i n t e r m i t t e n t absences o f t h e f a t h e r . 
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The b l i n d brother, i n t h i s case, was a p r o v i d e r only i n 
a marginal sense. However, as we have pointed out, dependency 
i s a matter of degree and f o r a p e r i o d of years most i n d i v i d u a l s 
would be hovering i n a b o r d e r l i n e p o s i t i o n . I n t h i s case the 
b l i n d man obviously had r e s t r i c t e d m o b i l i t y , but r e l a t i v e to the 
c h i l d r e n i n the group he was a necessary component even though 
he could not p o s s i b l y have survived by h i m s e l f . Three years 
l a t e r , a f t e r the death of the b l i n d brother and remarriage of 
the f a t h e r , the domestic group i n Diagram 4.3 emerged. 

Diagram 4.3 

\ 

i[k A A 1 1=L A A A A i j ^ - A 
At about the time of the death of the b l i n d brother 

the o l d e s t c h i l d , a 16 year o l d g i r l , acquired a spouse. This 
r e s u l t e d i n the mature g i r l , her spouse, and her f a t h e r a l l 
a c t i n g as p r o v i d e r s f o r the r e s t of the c h i l d r e n . About a 
year l a t e r the f a t h e r took as h i s wife a woman who had. become 
r e c e n t l y widowed. Thus f o u r p r o v i d e r s e x i s t e d i n the domestic 
groiip. Off and on f o r the next few years the younger couple 
detached themselves from t h i s group and joined up w i t h others 
f o r b r i e f periods of time. 
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Diagram 4.4 

Emergence o f t h i s d o m e s t i c group o c c u r r e d i n t e r m i t t e n t l y 

f o r a number o f y e a r s . T h e - c i r c u m s t a n c e s c e n t e r e d around the 

f a c t t h a t the spouse o f the p r o v i d e r i n the s e n i o r g e n e r a t i o n 

s u f f e r e d f r o m a p e r i o d i c i l l n e s s w h i c h r e n d e r e d h e r i n c a p a b l e 

o f even c o o k i n g meals f o r h e r c h i l d r e n . The c h i l d r e n o f t h i s 

c o u p l e and the joungev female s i b l i n g o f the woman were under 13 

y e a r s o f age, the younger s i s t e r h a v i n g been c a r e d f o r hj t h e 

co u p l e s i n c e i n f a n c y . To m i t i g a t e the p e r i o d i c i n c o n v e n i e n c e 

o f h a v i n g o n l y one p r o v i d e r i n t h i s group t h e s t e p - d a u g h t e r o f 

the i l l woman's o l d e r s i s t e r and h e r spouse, who was a younger 

s i b l i n g o f t h e s e n i o r p r o v i d e r , became p a r t o f t h i s group from 

time t o t i m e . 

y 
y 

A 

\ 
V 

Diagram 4.5 

A = O j 

y 
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F o r a p e r i o d o f two y e a r s the couple i n the s e n i o r g e n e r a t i o n 

and the p r o v i d e r s i n the j u n i o r g e n e r a t i o n s t a y e d t o g e t h e r i n 

whatever d o m e s t i c group t h e y happened t o he l i v i n g . Upon t h e 

d e a t h o f the couple i n d i c a t e d i n the c h a r t the orphaned c h i l d r e n 

were adopted by the p r o v i d i n g c o u p l e . The arrangement :which 

emerged was s u b s e q u e n t l y changed t h r o u g h the a d d i t i o n and 

s u b t r a c t i o n o f o t h e r s i n d i f f e r e n t seasons and y e a r s . However, 

as an aggregate o f i n d i v i d u a l s the d o m e s t i c group o u t l i n e d i n 

the above diagram remained i n t a c t r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e i r p e r i o d i c 

a s s i m i l a t i o n i n o t h e r domestic g r o u p s . As a u n i t o f s p a t i a l l y 

p r o x i m a t e i n d i v i d u a l s i t was e v e n t u a l l y changed o n l y as a r e s u l t 

o f b i r t h s , deaths and m a r r i a g e s . 

Diagram 4.6 

\ 

1 .} 

The polygynous u n i o n i n the s e n i o r g e n e r a t i o n emerged 

as a r e s u l t o f t h e f o l l o w i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s . The s e n i o r male 

p r o v i d e r and h i s f i r s t w i f e c a r e d f o r , from e a r l y a d o l e s c e n c e 

onward, the female who e v e n t u a l l y became the second w i f e . The 

t a k i n g o f a second spouse by the man was p a r t i v a r e s u l t o f t h e 

f i r s t n o t p r o d u c i n g any c h i l d r e n . From the second u n i o n numerous 

c h i l d r e n were produced, o f w h i c h the f i r s t t h r e e a r e i n d i c a t e d 

i n the above diagram. When the o l d e s t daughter o f the j u n i o r 
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g e n e r a t i o n m a r r i e d the r e s u l t was a r a t h e r u n u s u a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

o f p r o v i d e r s . T h i s arrangement was perhaps the l e a s t common f o r 

t h e r e appears to have been a tendency, presumably f o r demographic 

r e a s o n s , o f h a v i n g two t o t h r e e p r o v i d e r s i n each do m e s t i c 

group. I n the p r e s e n t case, however, due p a r t l y t o the c l o s u r e 

o f v a r i o u s t r a p p i n g p o s t s and e x t e n s i v e movement r e q u i r e d by the 

people i n v o l v e d , ( t h i s group remained more o r l e s s i n t a c t f o r 

f o u r y e a r s . 

Diagram 4.7 

1 
;--XTTTo -I 

\ 
\ 

N 

A A 1-
\ 

T h i s group, c o n s i s t i n g o f f o u r p r o v i d e r s and n i n e 

dependents, formed every summer f o r f i v e c o n s e c u t i v e y e a r s and 

each y e a r i t s t a y e d i n t a c t f o r 6-8 weeks. The p r o v i d e r s , two 

m a r r i e d c o u p l e s , were on c o n g e n i a l terms w i t h one a n o t h e r , the 

c h i l d r e n o f the two c o u p l e s were p o t e n t i a l ' m a r r i a g e p a r t n e r s and 

the l o n g range i n t e n t o f t h i s p a r t i c u l a r g r o u p i n g was t h a t some 

o f the c h i l d r e n would e v e n t u a l l y marry. There were no p r e s s i n g 

economic or demographic c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h i c h made t h i s c o m b i n a t i o n 

i n any way n e c e s s a r y . I t was s i m p l y a c h o i c e between a number o f 

a l t e r n a t i v e s . F o r the r e s t o f the y e a r each couple w i t h t h e i r 

r e s p e c t i v e dependents were engaged w i t h o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s i n a 

s e r i e s of d i f f e r e n t domestic g r o u p s . 
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Diagram 4.8 

/ O = A 

/ r 
\ 

1 

iTkb A / 

The providers i n t h i s case are opposite sexed s i b l i n g s . 

The deceased spouse of the female was operative i n t h i s group 

when his spouse's younger brother was s t i l l a dependent. At 

the time of his death, however, both himself, h i s spouse and 

his spouse's brother were a l l providing f o r the group. After 

h i s death the remainder were engaged i n a series of other domesti 

groups as well as occasionally operating as the domestic group 

outlined above. The male provider did not become disengaged 

from this c o l l e c t i o n of indiv i d u a l s u n t i l his s i s t e r had taken a. 

second spouse. 

Diagram 4.9: (non-Kasini) 
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Unfortunately we were able to obtain no example of a 

Kasini domestic group whose providers were a l l female. This 

f i n a l example i s a case from the people who o r i g i n a l l y came to 

the P e l l y r i v e r region from the Selwyn mountain area and who 

hunted and trapped along Macmillan r i v e r and upper reaches of the 

Ross r i v e r . I t i s introduced here simply as an i l l u s t r a t i o n of 

a p o s s i b i l i t y which we consider to be inherent to Kasini organiza

t i o n . Numerous Kasini women were alleged to have had the strength, 

endurance and tracking a b i l i t y to hunt and tr a v e l as well as any 

man. The providers i n thi s case were two females who within 

a year of each other had both l o s t t h e i r respective spouses. Por 

two years these two women hunted.and trapped f o r the various 

dependents outlined i n the above diagram. The si t u a t i o n was not 

realigned u n t i l one of the providers took a second spouse and 

one of the female dependents had matured and married. 

These cases i l l u s t r a t e a range of p o s s i b i l i t i e s 

manifest i n domestic groups and are not intended to show what was 

t y p i c a l for we have no way of knowing t h i s . Our emphasis i n 

describing each case has involved the d i s t i n c t i o n "provider" and 

"dependent" and each case presented (and a l l those recorded) may 

be analyzed i n terms of these two c r i t e r i a . We are claiming that 

whatever other considerations Kasini might have entertained i n 

forming domestic groups the economic implications of these two 

general classes of personnel always obtained p r i o r i t y , and i t was 

only aft e r s a t i s f a c t o r i l y establishing a workable baseline of 

providers i n a domestic group that other alternatives could be 

considered. 
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I t i s not s a t i s f a c t o r y to adopt the perspective that 

"other things being equal" a family-type grouping would emerge 

under these conditions,'for things were never equal and no 

p a r t i c u l a r kind of b i o l o g i c a l arrangement or set of categorized 

s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s was ever anything but a transitory stage. 

Women were always getting pregnant, individuals were always 

growing up and growing old, people were always dying and anyone 

could get hurt or become i l l at any age. I t was i n the face of 

the economic implications of t h i s constantly f l u c t u a t i n g state 

of a f f a i r s that domestic groups were formed, not i n response to 

an i d e a l i z e d i n t e r n a l configuration. 

In t h i s chapter we have shown that Kasini became 

separated and that frequency of i n t e r a c t i o n varied.. We have also 

stated that r e l a t i v e c a p a b i l i t y was s i g n i f i c a n t i n the formation 

of groups even though we have been able to argue th i s only i n a 

very general sense. I f we may be allowed to anticipate our 

discussion s l i g h t l y i t w i l l be useful to have some idea of the 

broader significance of these two factors f o r Kasini s o c i a l l i f e . 

It has been argued that there must have been a.point 

when, for the elderly, a b i l i t y was not commensurate with knowledge 

and, for the young, when neither knowledge nor a b i l i t y were 

s u f f i c i e n t for s u r v i v a l . S t r i c t l y i n terms of age therefore we 

have a p r o f i l e of the Kasini population that when broken down into 

classes "providers" and "dependents" reveals the following arrange

ment:' 
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Providers 

Young and middle aged adults 

/// /////////>////7/////f. V/MA/////////" 
y> Dependents \ ^ 

Young cliildren E lderly adults 

The arrow i n the above diagram indicates the progression 

of most individuals from infancy to old age and as one can see 

t h i s traverses the "provider" c l a s s . Economically an i n d i v i d u a l 

ends up where he began. We are, i n most cases, dealing here with 

a tendency rather than bounded strata based s t r i c t l y and • " 

unambiguously on economic capacity. The s t r a t i f i c a t i o n , such as 

i t i s , involves an ego-centered recognition of people' being as 

able, less able or more able than oneself. A hierarchy i s 

involved and so i s mobility i n the sense that there i s a s h i f t i n g 

evaluation of the c a p a b i l i t i e s of those with whom one comes i n 

contact. This may be brought about either by a change i n one's 

own a b i l i t i e s or a change i n others. 

Different c a p a b i l i t i e s and the process of evaluating 

them had important implications for the Kasini experience of 

s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . In Chapter seven we discuss age i n the 

context of ideology and Kasini s o c i a l categories and show that 

i n a gradient from young to old a hierarchy exists which implies 

the subordination of the younger v i s - a - v i s the older. Thus the 

Kasini possessed a model of t h e i r relationship to one another which 

can be abbreviated i n the following way: 
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Superordinate 

Older 

//./ ///////////////// / 
Subordinate 

Younger 

These diagrams are not isomorphic. Most importantly 

they r e f l e c t two d i f f e r e n t ways Kasini experienced relationship — 

one i s derived from a c t i v i t y , the other from s o c i a l categories. 

In Chapters seven and eight we examine these d i f f e r e n t perspective 

closely and demonstrate t h e i r relevance to the Kasini l o g i c of 

i n t e r a c t i o n . 

Due to the demands of the food quest, fluctuations i n 

the resource base, and the closing and opening of trapping posts 

Kasini were constantly moving about and becoming separated. They 

were also extremely sensitive to frequency of contact i n exnerienc 

ing r e l a t i o n s h i p . Consequently, as people moved i n and out of the 

ambience of an i n d i v i d u a l , he would portray his changing r e l a t i o n 

ship to them by categorizing them i n d i f f e r e n t ways. To t h i s end 

Kasini employed a graded series of s o c i a l categories which ranged 

from intimates and close associates, on the one hand, to strangers 

and remote associates, on the other. We examine the nature of 

these categories i n Chapter nine and i n Chapter ten we show how 

strangers could become intimates by arranging marriage between 

t h e i r respective dependents. 
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CHAPTER V 

KASINI IDEAS AND BELIEFS 

The picture we have presented so f a r has been mechanical 

and biased i n that we have portrayed the i n d i v i d u a l as having 

l i t t l e control over his circumstance. I t has suggested a personal 

impotence that Kasini would not have been prepared to admit or 

even, perhaps, to f u l l y understand. In th e i r view individuals 

possessed i n t u i t i o n s , talents and impulses which were ultimately 

derived from sources quite independent of s o c i a l and material 

existence. This perspective contributed to a sense of personal 

autonomy c r i t i c a l to a f u l l understanding of Kasini s o c i a l 

organization. I t allowed everyone the pot e n t i a l of taking 

i n i t i a t i v e i n redefining the areas of relevance i n his own l i f e 

and everyone was thought capable of transcending the s t r i c t u r e s 

of circumstance, both material and s o c i a l , although i t was a 

matter of degree to what extent t h i s was possible for any i n d i v i d u a l . 

We are not certain whether t h i s a b i l i t y i s i s o l a t e d i n 

the Kaska dia l e c t as a noun or whether i t was only expressed i n 

verb form. Our information indicates the l a t t e r . Thus, Kasini 

could say "I f e e l powerful" JH.tTM.lL i n "the sense that the in d i v i d u a l 

i s i n active and controlled contact with the world around him. 

This i s quite d i s t i n c t from "I f e e l strong" JILJL'JL. which refers 

simply to a physical or mechanical strength. The f i r s t i s a 

sensation located i n the head , s p e c i f i c a l l y the mind ck , 

whereas the second i s located elsewhere i n the body, e.g. the 

arms or legs. The brain XsC K ( X ( l i t e r a l l y : head fat) i s the 

organ of the body i n which exists, although, _«IL i s not 

http://JH.tTM.lL
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s p a t i a l l y r e s t r i c t e d to the b r a i n . When a K a s i n i speaks of 
another being "powerful".he would say " h i s mind i s powerful" 
rwe^L r h T s \ T . I n d i v i d u a l s of exc e p t i o n a l a b i l i t y , t hat i s 
Shamans, were r e f e r r e d to as jry\e.ĉ L , although they were addressed 
w i t h the appropriate k i n term by others. 

For the K a s i n i "power" was n a t u r a l l y imminent i n 
everything w i t h the exception of man h i m s e l f . I n a very r e a l 
sense a K a s i n i i n f a n t was the only powerless t h i n g i n a world 
infused w i t h power and f u l l ; / animated. I f the c h i l d was to 
surv i v e and s u c c e s s f u l l y cope w i t h l i f e he had to acquire nower. 
An i n s u f f i c i e n c y i n power, e i t h e r the i n d i v i d u a l ' s own or the 
p r o t e c t i v e power of others, r e s u l t e d i n death. 

Mien an i n d i v i d u a l e v e n t u a l l y acquired power i t was by 
con t a c t i n g a non-material realm. The way or ways that he became 
powerful always r e q u i r e d a mediator and communication w i t h t h i s 
mediator i n v o l v e d _Ak___ . A mediator could be of almost any 
c l a s s of things i n the K a s i n i world and included n a t u r a l phenomenna 
such as l i g h t n i n g and most species of mammals, f i s h and b i r d s . 
P l a n t s , rocks, earth, water and a small number of animals do not 
appear to have been i n themselves a v a i l a b l e to the K a s i n i as 
power mediators although a l l were recognized as embodiments of 
power. 

As he matured an i n d i v i d u a l would d i s c o v e r he had 
s p e c i a l a b i l i t i e s due to contact w i t h a l i m i t e d c l a s s of things 
such as salmon, b l a c k b i r d or mouse. I t was the c l a s s r a t h e r than 
any p a r t i c u l a r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the c l a s s that was important. 
Two i n d i v i d u a l s might a l s o derive t h e i r power from the same c l a s s 
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o f t h i n g s a l t h o u g h t h i s might i n v o l v e , d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f power 

f o r each i n d i v i d u a l or d i f f e r e n t degrees o f the same k i n d o f 

power. 

B e f o r e d i s c u s s i n g t h e a c q u i s i t i o n and e x p r e s s i o n o f 

power i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o o u t l i n e more f u l l y the n o t i o n o f _ c L c _ _ _ . 
A t t h i s time we can make no c l a i m t o a f u l l u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h i s 

word and our t r a n s l a t i o n s h o u l d , perhaps, be t a k e n as a s u g g e s t i v e 

o r i e n t a t i o n r a t h e r t h a n a comprehensive semantic e q u i v a l e n t . By 

r e n d e r i n g as "mind" i t must t h e r e f o r e be remembered t h a t 

we do so l a r g e l y i n terms o f our c u r r e n t d e s c r i p t i v e and a n a l y t i c 

c o n c e r n s , f o r even though t h i s word seems t o r e f e r t o some s o r t 

o f mental p r o c e s s or c a p a c i t y t h i s does n o t by any means exhaust 

the semantic p o t e n t i a l i n d i c a t e d i n i t s usage. 

"Mind" r e f e r s n o t t o any p a r t i c u l a r thought o r i d e a a 

K a s i n i might have had but r a t h e r t o h i s a b i l i t y t o have c e r t a i n 

k i n d s o f thoughts f o r w h i c h t h e r e was no g e n e r a l l y v i s i b l e 

e m p i r i c a l s u g g e s t i o n . For i n s t a n c e a K a s i n i might say "somebody's 

mind h i t me" j ^ O J b . ^Klc\lX^X_ when he sensed t h a t people 

were on t h e i r way to h i s camp. The p e o p l e a l l e g e d l y coming were 

not thought to have i n t e n t i o n a l l y sent a c o n s c i o u s mental message. 

Nor would t h e p e r s o n who u t t e r e d the above be r e a d i n g the o t h e r s ' 

t h o u g h t s as t h e y were d e c i d i n g t o move. The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n was 

t h a t the _ j ) _ L o f b o t h p a r t i e s had come i n t o c o n t a c t — f o r the 

r e c i p i e n t who was " h i t " t h i s was m a n i f e s t i n a p h y s i c a l s e n s a t i o n 

(a s l i g h t p a i n o r twinge o f the s c a l p ) a t the back o f the head. 

Only some peopl e had the a b i l i t y t o make t h i s k i n d o f p r e d i c t i o n 

and a few c o u l d a p p a r e n t l y t e l l what m o i e t y the imminent v i s i t o r s 

were i n by what s i d e o f the head the s e n s a t i o n was f e l t : the • 
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r i g h t back o f the head i n d i c a t e d the same m o i e t y ; as the r e c i p i e n t 

o f the " h i t " , the l e f t back o f the head i n d i c a t e d the v i s i t o r s 

would be members o f t h e o p p o s i t e m o i e t y . 

I n the above case was not a thou g h t , e.g. 

"somebody i s coming" but the a b i l i t y t o have the t h o u g h t . Thus 

i t seems t o r e f e r t o some s o r t o f p r o c e s s . However, i t was a l s o 

some k i n d o f e n t i t y o r substance w h i c h c o u l d r e a c h out and " h i t " 

somebody e l s e ' s mind. T h i s a t l e a s t s u g g e s t s t h a t i t was 

s p a t i a l l y i n d i s c r e t e , i . e . an i n d i v i d u a l ' s d L was n o t r e s t r i c t e d 

t o h i s p h y s i c a l p e r s o n . At the same time i t was a l s o somehow 

l o c a t e d i n the b r a i n o f the r e c i p i e n t . The p h y s i c a l s e n s a t i o n 

was an i n d i c a t i o n t h a t the r e c i p i e n t ' s had been " h i t " — 

i t was n o t a d i r e c t r e s u l t o f the " h i t " . I f i t t u r n e d out t h a t 

no v i s i t o r s a r r i v e d the event would be open t o r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , 

perhaps s i m p l y a "twinge i n the s c a l p a t the back o f the head". 

F o r those who never s u c c e s s f u l l y p r e d i c t e d t h e a r r i v a l o f anyone 

the s e n s a t i o n a t the back o f the head would e v e n t u a l l y be i g n o r e d 

by the i n d i v i d u a l and no mention o f i t would be made t o o t h e r s . 

Such a p e r s o n would c o n c l u d e , or more l i k e l j r o t h e r s would 

conclude f o r him by ' i g n o r i n g o r s c o f f i n g a t him whenever he c l a i m e d 

t o have a n y t h i n g to say on t h e s e m a t t e r s , t h a t he had no t a l e n t f o r 

t h i s k i n d o f p r e d i c t i o n , i . e . h i s mind d i d not have the r e q u i s i t e 

k i n d o f power f o r t h i s s o r t o f a c t i v i t y . 

I n a manner w h i c h i s u n c l e a r t o us was a l s o 

r e l a t e d t o an e n t i r e u n i v e r s e o f anthropomorphized b e i n g s w h i c h 

o p e r a t e d q u i t e i n d e p e n d e n t l y o f any v i s i b l e o r e m p i r i c a l mani

f e s t a t i o n . We s h o u l d a l s o p o i n t out t h a t the r e l a t i o n s h i p we 
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speak of here was unc l e a r to the Kasini.themselves. However, 
perhaps t h i s should not be surprising.' The K a s i n i informants 
we spoke w i t h on t h i s matter d i d not f e e l any profound need to 
work out a l l i m p l i c a t i o n s that were to be derived from the 
pos t u l a t e d existence of _^JL and c e r t a i n l y they had some d i f f i c u l t y 
i n understanding any s e r i e s of questions which l e d i n the d i r e c 
t i o n of p r e c i s e l y d e f i n i n g &L i n any narrow k i n d of way. 
Perhaps then i t would be wise to f o l l o w the lead of others when 
speaking of s i m i l a r ideas and consider a s a n "imaginative 
construct" of some k i n d r a t h e r than a concept that might i n some 
way b e . o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d • ( c f . Evans-Pritchard 1956:321). Our 
own i n c l i n a t i o n s to unearth a "system of thought" can of course 
produce an e n t i r e l y misleading p i c t u r e e s p e c i a l l y i f we f i l l the 
gaps w i t h the i m p l i c a t i o n s of our own t r a n s l a t i o n s and what we 
th i n k might be there i f an informant had been around to "say i t 
a l l " . This precludes the important p o s s i b i l i t y that f o r them,.. — 
j u s t as f o r us, " i t a l l " cannot be s a i d . Consequently, as 
Hocart (1937, 1970:276) and others have taken the tr o u b l e to poin t 
out, l a c k of a r t i c u l a t i o n and i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s i n the a p p l i c a t i o n 
of ideas should be construed as evidence of something and not 
n e c e s s a r i l y an inadequacy. To recognize t h i s would at l e a s t 
temper any premature or naive t r a n s l a t i o n that does l i t t l e more 
than accommodate the d i r e c t i o n of a p a r t i c u l a r l i n e of enquiry. 
I t would also leave room and suggest a need f o r future, research 
on the matter. At t h i s time we can r e t a i n our t r a n s l a t i o n of 

as "mind" only i f we recognize that i t i s not exhaustive. 
The f o l l o w i n g i l l u s t r a t i o n s should make t h i s only too c l e a r even 
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though i n presenting them we make only a modest acknowledgement 
to the d i f f i c u l t i e s of t r a n s l a t i n g the ideas of one c u l t u r e i n t o 
the idiom of another ( -cf. NeedhamJ1972) and avoid completely the 
r e a l l y awesome i m p l i c a t i o n s of t a k i n g a f i r m t h e o r e t i c a l p o s i t i o n 
on t h i s matter one way or the other (ihdej1969:50-57)• 

The t r a n s l a t i o n of & L i n t o "mind" r e f e r s to the d i r e c t 
a s s o c i a t i o n the K a s i n i made between mind, head and b r a i n . When 
k i l l i n g many animals the f i r s t r i t u a l of butchering was to remove 
the head. The could thereby escape through the foramen 
magnum which was considered i t s r i g h t f u l point of e x i t from the 
head. This a t t i t u d e a l s o a p p l i e d to the b r a i n i t s e l f which was 
only removed from the head by cooking i t whole and having the 
b r a i n f a l l onto the ground at some' point during t h i s procedure. 
The b r a i n was then removed from the cooking place or camn and. 
deposited apart from where people were l i v i n g . I t was never 
eaten or used i n the process of tanning s k i n s . This a c t i v i t y 
only a p p l i e d to animals whose heads were eaten such as caribou 
and moose, the heads of other animals were discarded w i t h b r a i n s 
i n t a c t . 

To allow the to leave the head any other way was 
thought to be improper, a breach of e t i q u e t t e , which could offend 
the ^ i of the e n t i r e c l a s s of animals i n question and might 
reduce a person's chances of o b t a i n i n g that k i n d of animal i n 
the f u t u r e . Thus only under e x c e p t i o n a l circumstances would the 
K a s i n i be able to r a t i o n a l i z e shooting an animal i n the head. 
However, nobody h e s i t a t e d to say that they would shoot a charging 
and o b v i o u s l y dangerous moose or bear i n the head. In f a c t most 
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of those to whom we posed t h i s f a n c i f u l s i t u a t i o n thought the 

question, s i l l y . To shoot an animal i n the head would be to 

court p o t e n t i a l disaster sometime i n the future, however, not 

to do so i n a s i t u a t i o n l i k e the above would be to court immediate 

disaster and probably death. In other situations involving fur 

bearing animals the room for choice was greater and the decisions 

made were r a t i o n a l i z e d , i f i t a l l , i n terms of the class of 

animal c o l l e c t i v e l y understanding the demands placed on the 

Kasini by the fur buyer. For instance the beaver was both 

frequently shot i n the head and had i t s skin removed before the 

head was cut from the body. But even here special attention was 

paid to the beaver head a f t e r skinning for i t s head was either 

thrown into the r i v e r from whence i t was taken or placed on a 

stic k next to the r i v e r bank i n order, i t was said, to show other 

beaver that no offence was meant by th i s customary but unen

franchised treatment of the animal. 

"Mind" therefore i s only one connotation of ^ L, and 

perhaps not even the most important one f o r d i. was also used 

i n such a way as to suggest " s p i r i t " or "soul". I t was i n t h i s 

second sense that the £i of a general class of animals was 

propitiated i n r i t u a l s of butchering. However, i t had t h i s 

connotation of being disembodied even when used i n reference to 

s p e c i f i c animals. For instance a p a r t i c u l a r animal was capable 

of detecting d i s r e s p e c t f u l thoughts that an i n d i v i d u a l might 

entertain while hunting i t and the animal could f i n d such 

thoughts so offensive that i t would refuse to allow i t s e l f to 

be k i l l e d . 
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I n a d d i t i o n the_/J_L_ o f a p a r t i c u l a r man and the _dLc 

o f t h a t c l a s s o f a n i m a l s from w h i c h he o b t a i n e d power were thought 

o f as b e i n g one and t h e same. P r e s e n t l y we w i l l d i s c u s s i n 

g r e a t e r d e t a i l how the K a s i n i thought about t h i s k i n d o f i d e n t i t y 

but i t i s i m p o r t a n t to p o i n t out here t h a t they d i d not i n t e r p r e t 

t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p i n m e t a p h o r i c a l t e r m s . W i t h r e s p e c t t o b. v. 

the man and the c l a s s ( o r c l a s s e s ) o f a n i m a l s w i t h w h i c h he was 

i n c o n t a c t and from w h i c h he d e r i v e d h i s power were not 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d . I t was only on the e m p i r i c a l p l a n e t h a t t h e y 

appeared d i f f e r e n t , on the p l a n e o f t h e y were the same. 

T h i s s o r t o f t h i n g was thought to be o c c a s i o n a l l y m a n i f e s t when 

a p a r t i c u l a r a n i m a l would approach a camp o r n o t r u n away when 

i n t e r c e p t e d on a t r a i l . The immediate i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h i s 

k i n d o f s i t u a t i o n was t h a t the a n i m a l was i n f a c t somebody who 

had d i e d and who was n o t r u n n i n g away because he f e l t h i m s e l f t o 

be among f r i e n d s and former a s s o c i a t e s . Pogs were p r e v e n t e d 

from a t t a c k i n g such a n i m a l s , g e n e r a l l y t h e y were f e a r e d and o n l y 

i n f r e q u e n t l y were they e v e r k i l l e d . 

Q u i t e a p a r t from b e i n g a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the b r a i n and 

head, t h e r e f o r e was a l s o thought t o be u n s u b s t a n t i a l and 

was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the sky, a i r , h i g h p l a c e s , and w a t e r w h i c h 

came from the a i r (water w h i c h came from the ground had o t h e r 

a s s o c i a t i o n s ) . However, i t i s i n t h i s c o n t e x t t h a t i t becomes 

d i f f i c u l t t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e Ak__and the n o t i o n o f "power". p o r 

i n s t a n c e , i t was c o n s i d e r e d improper to st e p over a moose head-

w h i l e b u t c h e r i n g i t w i t h o u t making a remark such as "excuse me" 

( c u r r e n t usage) o r ^jJL^_KA,A&£L ( r o u g h l y : I t has got t o be t h i s way) 
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to avoid offending the of moose g e n e r a l l y . At the same time 
i t was considered dangerous f o r an i n d i v i d u a l to step over another 
person whom he considered more powerful than h i m s e l f , or to stand 
above and move about such a person while he was ea t i n g , or even 
to step over h i s equipment while i t was l y i n g on the ground. 
This could r e s u l t i n the person w i t h weaker power suddenly s u f f e r 
i n g from muscle cramps or becoming d i z z y and s i c k . 

Thus "power" was a l s o a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the e t h e r e a l and 
i n v i s i b l e and we f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t to d i f f e r e n t i a t e c l e a r l y the 
two kinds of ideas i n t h i s context. Nevertheless the K a s i n i 
d i d recognize some sort of d i f f e r e n c e i n that they thought _A.L_ 
d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y i n d i c a t e power f o r every c h i l d possessed 
AL— ^u"k n 0 ^ a H obtained power. For .the K a s i n i the existence of 

was a p o s t u l a t e , an unexamined, aspect of r e a l i t y , i n terms 
of which they i n t e r p r e t e d much' of what went on around them. How
ever, the "power" of the _A^_ of an i n d i v i d u a l was an i n f e r e n c e , 
the existence of which could only be i n d i r e c t l j r manifest to anyone 
and thus any a l l e g e d or suspected m a n i f e s t a t i o n was open to 
doubt and could u l t i m a t e l y be put to an e m p i r i c a l t e s t . We have 
already a l l u d e d to the p o s s i b i l i t y of t h i s s o r t of t h i n g happening 
when we were d i s c u s s i n g the phrase "Somebody's mind h i t me". 
In t h i s case the existence of„d_L_„ i t s e l f was not i n doubt but 
r a t h e r the a b i l i t y of the person who claimed h i s mind had been 
" h i t " . That i s , the i n d i v i d u a l ' s "power" was i n doubt. Immediatel 
below and i n subsequent chapters we tu r n our a t t e n t i o n to t h i s 
double aspect of "power" and discuss i t both as something to be 
acquired and al s o as a framework f o r judging the a b i l i t i e s of 
others v i s - a - v i s o n e s e l f . 
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For reasons t h a t had very l i t t l e to do w i t h k i n r e l a t i o n 
ships or any p h y s i o l o g i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s between people the 
K a s i n i recognized t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s measured unequally to one 
another. These d i f f e r e n c e s v/ere manifest i n the degree to which 
any i n d i v i d u a l could s u c c e s s f u l l y transcend the s t r i c t u r e s of 
the v i s i b l e and t a n g i b l e world i n which they a l l l i v e d . Such 
i n e q u a l i t y was always r e l a t i v e and most f r e q u e n t l y manifest i n 
cases where two i n d i v i d u a l s had approximately s i m i l a r knowledge 
and s k i l l s concerning a c e r t a i n task, e.g. hunting, and yet one 
i n d i v i d u a l was c o n s i s t e n t l y more s u c c e s s f u l i n accomplishing t h i s 
task than the other, l e s s f r e q u e n t l y but more d r a m a t i c a l l y i t 
i n v o l v e d i n d i v i d i i a l s who were able to come across game without 
t r a c k i n g them, to p r e d i c t where game would be, to move q u i c k l y 
through the country without walking or l e a v i n g any t r a c k s , to 
cure others of i l l n e s s , to c o n t r o l the weather, to p r e d i c t f u t u r e 
events, e t c . 

In being cognizant of these d i f f e r e n c e s between people 
the K a s i n i a l s o understood why t h i s was so and how i t came to be 
t h i s way i n every i n d i v i d u a l case. Their explanation i n v o l v e d 
not the. notions of "luck", " t a l e n t " or "character", as i t might 
i n E n g l i s h when r e f e r r i n g to s i m i l a r kinds o f ' i n d i v i d u a l d i f f e r e n c e s , 
but r a t h e r the i d i o s y n c r a t i c q u a l i t y of a person's <jt- and the 
manifest d i f f e r e n c e s t h i s made to how capable or "powerful" that 
person appeared to others. The d e s c r i p t i o n which f o l l o w s o u t l i n e s 
a rough sequence of events v/hich i n v o l v e s both p u b l i c manifesta
t i o n and personal i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the a c q u i s i t i o n , through 

, of an i n d i v i d u a l ' s power. 
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From h i s e a r l i e s t y e a r s a K a s i n i was exposed t o s t o r i e s 

o f i n d i v i d u a l s c a p a b l e o f e s t r a o r d i n a r y deeds. The accomplishments 

o f t hese l e g e n d a r y Shamans ( m o s t l y man) were a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e 

v e r y remote p a s t , events which no l o n g e r o c c u r and t h i n g s w h i c h 

no l o n g e r e x i s t . Such s t o r i e s , many of w h i c h were n o t r e s t r i c t e d 

to the K a s i n i o r a l t r a d i t i o n , were (and s t i l l a r e ) f r e q u e n t l y 

i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h the i s o l a t e d accomplishments o f l e s s e r f i g u r e s 

(men and women), some o f whom e x i s t e d i n l i v i n g memory. I n 

c o m b i n a t i o n these s t o r i e s p r o v i d e d the K a s i n i c h i l d w i t h a 

g e n e r a l r a t i o n a l e f o r many n a t u r a l , phenomena t h a t he c o u l d see 

around him, and t h e y a l s o gave him a l o o s e framework to comprehend 

many o f the a c t i v i t i e s o f t h o s e w i t h whom he l i v e d and about which, 

i n i t i a l l y a t l e a s t , he had o n l y p e r i p h e r a l i n v o l v e m e n t and 

m a r g i n a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g . Among o t h e r t h i n g s he l e a r n e d how 

i n d i v i d u a l s o b t a i n e d power, how t h e y behaved w h i l e they were 

a c q u i r i n g i t and what t h e y c o u l d o r c o u l d n o t do w i t h i t a f t e r 

i t had been o b t a i n e d , and i n h i s own l i f e he c o u l d a p p l y t h i s 

s c h e m a t i c u n d e r s t a n d i n g t o th o s e around him who appeared t o be 

h a v i n g an e x p e r i e n c e i n v o l v i n g "power". Thus, from v e r y e a r l y 

c h i l d h o o d and l o n g b e f o r e he had any p r a c t i c a l i n v o l v e m e n t i n 

the r e l a t i v e p o t e n cy o f h i s c a p a b i l i t i e s t h e i n d i v i d u a l was 

p r e d i s p o s e d t o t h i n k i n terms o f i n d i v i d u a l "power" and t h e 

e x i s t e n c e o f And c e r t a i n l y t o be surrounded by a d u l t s 

and o l d e r s i b l i n g s who were n a t u r a l l y so much more c a p a b l e t h a n 

h i m s e l f would do n o t h i n g t o d i s s u a d e him from t h e a p t n e s s o f 

these t h o u g h t s . I n a d d i t i o n i t was d u r i n g t h e s e e a r l y y e a r s 

t h a t the c h i l d l e a r n e d what he c o u l d one day exp e c t f o r h i m s e l f 
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i n terms o f o b t a i n i n g a " p o w e r f u l mind" and a l s o , i n terms o f 

i t s a c q u i s i t i o n and e x p r e s s i o n , what would e v e n t u a l l y be expected 

o f him by o t h e r s . I n t h i s he was f r e q u e n t l y coached by t h o s e 

much o l d e r t h a n h i m s e l f t o r e c o g n i z e symptoms i n h i s own b e h a v i o r 

w h i c h i n d i c a t e d the a p p r o a c h i n g a c q u i s i t i o n o f "power". Indeed 

he was even primed t o a n t i c i p a t e what c l a s s o f a n i m a l might be 

the source o f h i s f u t u r e power. F o r i n s t a n c e were a c h i l d t o 

f e e l d i z z y o r f a i n t a f t e r a h a n d l i n g a p a r t i c u l a r k i n d o f a n i m a l , 

o r t o v o m i t o r f e e l i l l a f t e r e a t i n g some o f i t s meat t h i s would 

be a h i n t t o o t h e r s about where a p o t e n t i a l s o u r c e o f power 

f o r the c h i l d might e x i s t . I f . t h e a s s o c i a t i o n o f " i l l n e s s " and 

a p a r t i c u l a r k i n d o f a n i m a l r e c u r r e d the p o s s i b l e i m p l i c a t i o n s 

might be p o i n t e d out to the c h i l d . However, no s p e c i f i c a c t i o n 

was p r e s c r i b e d . T h i s c h i l d might o r mi g h t . n o t d e c i d e to a v o i d 

such an a n i m a l , and i n i t i a l l y h i s b e h a v i o r would be based s i m p l y 

on h i s own c o n c l u s i o n s d e r i v e d from p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e . The 

open q u e s t i o n o f "why t h a t c h i l d 0 " and "why t h a t animal?*''' was 

posed but n o t answered and i n d e e d i t might n e v e r o b t a i n a s a t i s 

f a c t o r y answer. N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t d i d a l l o w t h o s e i n v o l v e d t o 

e n t e r t a i n the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t a r e l a t i o n s h i p between " t h a t 

c h i l d " and " t h a t a n i m a l " was d e v e l o p i n g and about to r e c e i v e 

f u l l e r e x p r e s s i o n s . I f t h i s n e v e r o c c u r r e d the m a t t e r would be 

dropped and e v e n t u a l ^ f o r g o t t e n . I f i t d i d o c c u r , the f o l l o w i n g 

k i n d s o f t h i n g s were i n v o l v e d . 

Unorthodox, b e h a v i o r was the h a l l m a r k o f anyone a c q u i r i n g 

power. To o b s e r v e r s the b e h a v i o r o f such i n d i v i d u a l s appeared 

a t the v e r y l e a s t odd, f r e q u e n t l y o utrageous and always somewhat 
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f r i g h t e n i n g . Such b e h a v i o r might range from i n t e n t i o n a l l y b u r n i n g 

one's c l o t h e s , b r e a k i n g one's equipment, a b u s i n g t h o s e t o whom 

de f e r e n c e was ex p e c t e d , o r , as i n one l e g e n d a r y i n s t a n c e , 

s e t t i n g r a b b i t s n a r e s i n f r o n t o f a b e a r s ' den. However, i t a l s o 

might e n t a i l b r e a k i n g taboos 3u and c o u l d i n v o l v e q u i t e v i o l e n t 

a c t i v i t y such as s e x u a l a s s a u l t . A p e r s o n i n t h i s c o n d i t i o n was 

c o n s i d e r e d " c r a z y " ( c u r r e n t usage) IM€$IAC)LTC1 n^t\c*. (ho l i t e r a l 

t r a n s l a t i o n ) and a l t h o u g h t h e c o n d i t i o n was u s u a l l y temporary 

i t coLild r e s u l t i n d e a t h . The i n d i v i d u a l ' s b e h a v i o r was i n t e r p r e t * 

as a s t r u g g l e between h i m s e l f and the " a n i m a l - p e o p l e " w i t h whom 

he was i n c o n t a c t , f o r i n the i n i t i a l s t a g e s t h i s c o n t a c t was 

no t c o n t r o l l e d by the i n d i v i d u a l . I f he nev e r succeeded i n 

c o n t r o l l i n g i t he would, d i e , i f he d i d succeed i n d o i n g so, 

t h i s c o n t a c t , t h r o u g h the medium o f _ , was the i n d i v i d u a l ' s 

s ource o f "power". However, t h i s was an e x t e r n a l p e r s p e c t i v e and 

the i n d i v i d u a l was n o t thought t o be aware o f h i s a c t i v i t i e s as 

th e y appeared t o o t h e r s . C e r t a i n l y t h e r e was no sense o f shame 

o r g u i l t and he was n o t h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a n y t h i n g w h i c h took 

p l a c e d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . I n terms o f how o t h e r s knew him t h e 

i n d i v i d u a l was n o t c o n s i d e r e d to be s e l f - a w a r e and thus 

customary e x p e c t a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g h i s b e h a v i o r were a l l p l a c e d 

i n temporary abeyance. T y p i c a l l y t h i s s o r t o f b e h a v i o r was 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y d i s p l a y e d by males and e s p e c i a l l y a d o l e s c e n t s and 

young men .between 14-18 y e a r s o f age, and a t any one time l a s t e d 

f o r o n l y a few days. I t was assumed t h a t the more s u s t a i n e d and 

extreme the b e h a v i o r the g r e a t e r the "power" the i n d i v i d u a l would 

e v e n t u a l l y have. 
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Females were r e c o g n i z e d as h a v i n g power hut t h e s e , i n 

e v e r y case.we heard o f , were shamans and e l d e r l y women p a s t t h e 

c h i l d h e a r i n g p e r i o d . There does n o t , however, appear to have 

"been a r u l e c o n c e r n i n g t h i s f a c t o r even a r e c o g n i t i o n o f i t . 

Some forms o f i n s t r u c t i o n , s e c l u s i o n and f a s t i n g were engaged i n 

by young g i r l s d u r i n g menarche, but t h e s e d i d n o t l e a d to o r 

i n c l u d e the u n o r t h o d o x k i n d o f b e h a v i o r d e s c r i b e d above. Never

t h e l e s s , i n the course o f time women somehow d i d o b t a i n "power" 

and c o u l d become shamans. 

As we have a l r e a d y s a i d _Ac_not o n l y r e f e r r e d to 

something l i k e "mind" but a l s o to the g e n e r a l i d e a o f a s p i r i t u a l 

essence w i t h mental p r o p e r t i e s . Thus the_A.L__.of an e n t i r e c l a s s 

o f a n i m a l s e x i s t e d and c o n t i n u e d t o e x i s t i r r e s p e c t i v e o f the 

c o n d i t i o n o f any member o f the c l a s s . F o r K a s i n i t h i s non-

e m p i r i c a l w o r l d o f .was anthropomorphized and was thought to 

i n v o l v e , a c c o r d i n g to the r e c o g n i z e d c l a s s e s o f a n i m a l i n the 

e m p i r i c a l w o r l d , d i s c r e t e c l a s s e s o f " a n i m a l - p e o p l e " . Consequently 

t h e y r e c o g n i z e d " b e a v e r - p e o p l e " , "salmon-people", " g o a t - p e o p l e " , 

e t c . , a l l i n the c o n t e x t o f <_) L , and the a c q u i s i t i o n o f power 

i n v o l v e d an i n d i v i d u a l a c h i e v i n g a c o n t r o l l e d c o n t a c t w i t h one o r 

more of t h e s e c l a s s e s o f " a n i m a l - p e o p l e " . Such c o n t a c t i n v o l v e d 

i n some way the a s s i m i l a t i o n o f the A i o f the i n d i v i d u a l w i t h 

t h a t o f a p a r t i c u l a r c l a s s o f " a n i m a l p e o p l e " . I f the c o n t a c t 

was c o n t r o l l e d , t h e n t h e K a s i n i i n d i v i d u a l was g i v e n s p e c i a l 

a b i l i t i e s o r p r i v i l e g e d knowledge wh i c h c o u l d be used i n c o p i n g 

w i t h m a t e r i a l and s o c i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n t h e e m p i r i c a l w o r l d . 

F o r each i n d i v i d u a l t h i s r e s u l t e d i n v a r y i n g degrees o f a b i l i t y 

http://the_A.L__.of
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although to the extent that any a d u l t i n d i v i d u a l continued to 
cope at a l l t h i s was t a n g i b l e evidence f o r everyone t h a t he had 
some contact w i t h "animal-people" and i t could thus be s a i d of 

him that y\\ecVi rnTs>*t " h i s mind i s powerful". I f the contact 
proved to be u n c o n t r o l l a b l e t h i s r e s u l t e d i n the death of the 
i n d i v i d u a l who might e v e n t u a l l y become an e m p i r i c a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n 
of that c l a s s of animal w i t h whom he had been i n contact while 
s t i l l i n human form. E v e n t u a l l y everyone l o s t such c o n t r o l l e d 
contact w i t h "animal-people" and they died; however, as we w i l l 
e v e n t u a l l y discuss t h i s was by no means the only r a t i o n a l e f o r 
death. 

Contact w i t h "animal-people" was thought to occur i n a. 
number of ways. Some claimed that contact was d i r e c t and that 
one could come across such people while alone i n the bush, others 
claimed i t was only while "dreaming" that an i n d i v i d u a l achieved 
contact w i t h "animal-people". However, "dreaming" i s a current 
K a s i n i t r a n s l a t i o n of n a *St\ n which could, but d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y 
i n v o l v e "sleep" 6l'6"t\r1 • "Dreaming" could occur while an 
i n d i v i d u a l was doing anything and i t suggests, among other t h i n g s , 
s p e c i a l awareness. For our purposes i t w i l l s u f f i c e to speak 
of o b l i v i o u s n e s s of immediate surroundings. Although we have been 
advised otherwise-*-, we are tempted to t r a n s l a t e • the bound mornheme 

1. This q u a l i f i c a t i o n r e s u l t s from d i s c u s s i o n w i t h Dr. Eung-Do Cook, 
Dept. of L i n g u i s t i c s , U n i v e r s i t y of Calgary. Dr. Cook has done 
extensive work w i t h the Athapaskan Sarcee language, as w e l l as 

• some b r i e f p i l o t s t u d i e s w i t h Tahltan and Kaska. I t was he who 
i s o l a t e d f o r me the root K10__JJfj_O__)_3±.n e t c . as i n d i c a t i v e 
of "awareness" and cautioned against a premature t r a n s l a t i o n of 
na , which, w i t h s l i g h t v a r i a t i o n of tone and p o s i t i o n i n g , 

obtains quite d i f f e r e n t meanings. Therefore our t r a n s l a t i o n of 
n<a> i n t h i s case i s more of a suggestion than anything e l s e . 

Dr. 'Cook was not c e r t a i n that i t was not c o r r e c t and I , from 
h i s cautionary advice, am not now c e r t a i n that i t i s . 
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r\<\ as "unpredictable or p o t e n t i a l l y dangerous" f o r c e r t a i n l y i t 
does have t h i s meaning and seems an ant t r a n s l a t i o n i n t h i s 
i n s t a n c e . The K a s i n i considered "dreaming" and indeed the whole 
business of "power" and contact w i t h "animal-people" to be outside 
the confines of s o c i a l c o n s t r a i n t s and taboos, although the degree 
to which t h i s was p o s s i b l e f o r any i n d i v i d u a l depended on h i s 
"power". ¥hen an i n d i v i d u a l .was "dreaming" he was considered to 
be aware only of h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p to h i s "animal people", h i s 
awareness of other K a s i n i was t e m p o r a r i l y non-existent. Conse
quently the r e l a t i o n s h i p s that might normally describe the k i n d 
of i n t e r a c t i o n between the i n d i v i d u a l and others were not to be 
counted on — i n t h i s l i m i t e d sense "dreaming" f o r K a s i n i l acked 
"self-awareness". However, f o r the dreamer no such l i n e was 
drawn, f o r he considered h i s own _H .and, that of the "animal-
people" he could contact to be one and the same. Thus, when we 
attempted to e l i c i t the nature of t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p from informant 
who could appreciate some n i c e t i e s of E n g l i s h , our methaphorical 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n was more than once corrected to an emphatic " I am 
such-and-such an animal". I t therefore seems that i n t e r a c t i o n 
between a K a s i n i and a c l a s s of "animal-people" was considered 

p o s s i b l e because both p a r t i e s shared the same__djL . This w i l l 
be c l e a r i n the f o l l o w i n g i l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

One i n d i v i d u a l r e l a t e d an experience where he l o s t an 
opportunity at s u s t a i n i n g contact w i t h the f i r s t "animal-people" 
he had ever met. 'When he was a boy (14-15 years o l d he guessed: 
C.1925) he was out hunting alone i n the mountains where he heard 
the sound of drums and people s i n g i n g . The area was somewhere 
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n o r t h e a s t o f Fra n c e s Lake. A l t h o u g h he l o o k e d around he c o u l d 

n o t make out where the sounds were coming from. E v e n t u a l l y he 

s a t down to r e s t . P r e s e n t l y he saw i n a s m a l l a r e a between t h e g r a s s 

and r o c k s a t h i s f e e t some t i n y p e o p l e s i n g i n g and d a n c i n g t o g e t h e r . 

He bent down t o take a c l o s e r l o o k and as he was d o i n g so he 

suddenly became s m a l l e r and found h i m s e l f s t a n d i n g a t the edge 

o f a c l e a r i n g i n the woods w a t c h i n g a group o f pe o p l e he had 

nev e r seen b e f o r e . One man i n the group beckoned him t o come 

c l o s e r . The p e o p l e t a l k e d w i t h him and f e d him; t h e y i d e n t i f i e d 

t h e m s e l v e s as " p o r c u p i n e - p e o p l e " and ta u g h t him some o f t h e i r 

songs a l t h o u g h t h e y n e v e r t o l d him what t h e songs meant o r why 

t h e y were b e i n g sung. The " p o r c u p i n e - p e o p l e " t o l d him he c o u l d 

V i s i t them a g a i n and t h a t e v e n t u a l l y t h e y would t e a c h him many 

t h i n g s t h a t would be o f use t o him. Upon r e t u r n i n g t o h i s camp 

the boy r e l a t e d t h i s i n c i d e n t t o h i s p a r e n t s , o n l y t o l e a r n from 

them t h a t he was not supposed t o r e l a t e any events o f t h i s k i n d 

t o o t h e r s u n t i l many such c o n t a c t s had been made. He n e v e r made 

c o n t a c t v / i t h " p o r c u p i n e - p e o p l e " a g a i n . 

A n o t h e r i n s t r u c t i v e case i n v o l v e d a K a s i n i ' s attempt 

t o e x p l a i n t h e n o n - e m p i r i c a l y e t r e a l r e l a t i o n s h i p between an 

i n d i v i d u a l and " a n i m a l - p e o p l e " . The f o l l o w i n g a c c o u n t p a r a p h r a s e s 

remarks made i n response t o a s e r i e s o f i n s i s t e n t l y n a i v e 

q u e s t i o n s , such as; "What happens t o the a n i m a l ( i . e . the 

e m p i r i c a l e n t i t y ) when an i n d i v i d u a l t a l k s t o him as an a n i m a l -

p e r s o n ? " , "Do th e y r e a l l y l o o k l i k e p e o p l e ? " , "Are th e y c o v e r e d 

w i t h h a i r ? " , e t c . Most K a s i n i t o whom we posed such q u e s t i o n s 

s i m p l y thought them amusing and a few p r o v i d e d answers. The 
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f o l l o w i n g s y n o p s i s i s the most c o h e r e n t , c l e v e r and i n t r i g u i n g 

o f t h e s e . The d i s c u s s i o n took p l a c e w h i l e w a i t i n g f o r s u n r i s e 

so the i n f o r m a n t and I c o u l d b e g i n beaver h u n t i n g . I t was l a t e 

A p r i l 1 9 6 9 . The v e r n a c u l a r has n o t been r e t a i n e d s i m o l y because 

t h e d i s c u s s i o n was n o t w r i t t e n down when heard; however, subsequent 

d i s c u s s i o n c l a r i f i e d c e r t a i n p o i n t s . 

"When you s t a n d here and l o o k over t h e r e ( p o i n t i n g t o t h e 

beaver dam) you can see a p i l e o f s t i c k s . Over t h e r e a n o t h e r 

p i l e we c a l l ^ L 1 Kt,, ( b e a v e r l o d g e ) . When you see a beaver 

r u n n i n g h i s paws t h r o u g h h i s f u r i t i s j u s t t h a t , an a n i m a l 

d o i n g something w i t h h i s f u r . I f you c o u l d g e t i n s i d e h i s 

lo d g e you would see the beaver r e s t i n g h i s head on a p i l e 

o f mud or e a t i n g some bark and wood. But t h a t i s o n l y 

from s t a n d i n g h e r e , l o o k i n g from, o v e r t h e r e we l o o k j u s t as 

d i f f e r e n t t o him as he does t o u s . However, i f we c o u l d 

l o o k f rom o v e r t h e r e t h i n g s would be d i f f e r e n t : t h a t p i l e 

o f s t i c k s woitld be a t e n t , t h a t f u r would be c l o t h e s and 

b l a n k e t s , t h a t p i l e o f mud would be a comfy j a c k e t r o l l e d 

up under h i s head w h i l e he r e s t s , t h a t bark would be good 

t h i n g s t o eat and the t h i n g s he does w i t h i t b e f o r e p u t t i n g 

i t i n t o h i s mouth would l o o k l i k e c u t t i n g up meat and c o o k i n g 

i t . So you see i t i s o n l y when l o o k i n g from here o r t h e r e 

t h a t i t appears d i f f e r e n t but i t s r e a l l y a l l the same. I f , 

when you dream, you t a l k t o " b e a v e r - p e o p l e " you f i n d out 

t h e r e r e a l l y i s no d i f f e r e n c e between e i t h e r o f you, i t j u s t 

l o o k s t h a t way t o o t h e r s . However, a n o t h e r p e r s o n might be 

a b l e t o t a l k t o "geese-people" and f o r t h o s e who can t a l k o n l y 
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to "beaver-people" a goose would always be j u s t a b i r d . A 
person who received h i s power from "geese-peonle" might 
dream he was r a f t i n g down the r i v e r w i t h them. Suddenly 
he gets i n t o rough water and there i s l o t s of n o i s e and the 
people are shouting to one another and somebody f a l l s o f f 
one of "the r a f t s . For everybody who can't t a l k to "geese-
people" t h i s j u s t l o o k s l i k e a f l o c k of geese f l y i n g over
head, so they rush and get t h e i r guns and s t a r t f i r i n g 
and they hear the geese honking to one another, and they 
shoot one and i t f a l l s away from the r e s t and drops to the 
ground." 

Thus, even though only a few were able to a r t i c u l a t e 
the d i s t i n c t i o n , K a s i n i appear to have h e l d a dual i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
of r e a l i t y . On the one hand t h i s i n v o l v e d the m a t e r i a l world 
w i t h which everyone was i n more l e s s equal contact, and on the 
other there was the transcendental realm of _Ak._ w i t h 'which every 
K a s i n i had a q u i t e unique and r e s t r i c t e d access. Nevertheless, 
i t was through access to the l a t t e r that the K a s i n i considered 
themselves able to cope at a l l f o r i t was recognized that although 
the e m p i r i c a l world was roiighly patterned : i t a l s o had a h i g h l y 
contingent and unexpected q u a l i t y about i t . For i n s t a n c e , moose, 
i n any c o n d i t i o n could i n f a c t be found anywhere at any time of 
the year despite the recognized seasonal r e g u l a r i t i e s of t h e i r 
whereabouts and p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n . S i m i l a r l y salmon runs could 
be unexpectedly l a r g e or small i n p a r t i c u l a r years or unseasonal 
temperature changes could hinder, enhance or completely r e a l i g n 
one's e x p l o i t a t i v e a c t i v i t i e s . Such, phenomena•. were u s u a l l y beyond 
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Kasini comprehension, although how they affected any in d i v i d u a l 

was assessed i n terms of in d i v i d u a l "power". To the extent that 

the unexpected had deleterious consequences for any in d i v i d u a l 

the conclusion was that his "power" was. inadequate. To the 

extent that the in d i v i d u a l appeared able to anticipate and 

ca p i t a l i z e on i r r e g u l a r events his actions and t h e i r consequences 

were judged to be a manifestation of his "power". This l a t t e r 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n held even when i t was known that certain taboos 

had been broken, f o r i n such a case i t was simply assumed that 

h i s "power" was such that he could do so with immunity. 

"Power", then, was special a b i l i t y that an in d i v i d u a l 

developed with the help of "animal-people". Contact with "animal-

people" was . e l i c i t e d by singing special songs which the in d i v i d u a l 

had been taught while "dreaming". Such songs were incomprehensible 

to other K a s i n i . During contact the in d i v i d u a l might be taught 

how to accomplish certain tasks or given instructions on what 

the future might bring. But just as importantly the in d i v i d u a l 

would be informed of things he must and must not do i f he was 

to remain i n contact and enhance whatever a b i l i t i e s he had 

acquired. Among other things t h i s usually involved avoidance of 

pa r t i c u l a r kinds of food, and i n some cases avoidance of even 

the u t e n s i l s used to cook such food. I t could also e n t a i l a 

small bag • K_r_$__in which was placed i d i o s y n c r a t i c items that 

enhanced i n d i v i d u a l a b i l i t y . In addition the intermittent 

wearing of i n s i g n i a (e.g.>feathers of a bird, the t a i l of a 

small mammal) which had a purely private significance, might 

also be involved. Therefore, through h i s singing £ \ t * \ , avoidance 
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of certain foods, occasional v i s u a l i n s i g n i a , and the accumulation 

of certain paraphernalia the young Kasini gradually began- to make 

a clearer and clearer expression of his i n d i v i d u a l i t y . 

To Kasini the relatedness of the realm of < j ) L to the 

material world i n which they l i v e d was manifest i n repeated 

demonstrations of "power" . This both sustained t h e i r postulated 

b e l i e f i n a transcendental existence and gave them reason to 

think they could continue to cope with the contingencies of 

everyday l i f e . Above a l l else "power" was the demonstrated 

a b i l i t y to deal successfully with whatever problem was at hand. 

In very bald terms "power" may be thought of simply as the a b i l i t y 

to endure, to survive the v i c i s s i t u d e s of a world which was 

never under t o t a l control. ..The v i s i b l e and tangible never i n 

i t s e l f revealed the whole story. Inferences from past experience 

were only a guide and. frequently the unexpected occurred which, 

at the time, required something extra i f the in d i v i d u a l was to 

cope at a l l . Unlike the realm of _djk_.or the empirical world 

a manifestation (or perhaps even existence) of "power" was not a 

fundamental dimension of Kasini r e a l i t y . "Power" was the foc a l 

point upon which the realm of c)k and the material everyday 

world were demonstrated to be i n contact. Unlike "power", the 

dimensions of Kasini r e a l i t y were construed as being i n some 

sort of interdependent balance which could emerge i n the mind 

of an i n d i v i d u a l who was thereby, to h i s advantage, simultaneously 

i n contact with both dimensions. The opposition between these 

two realms involved a balanced complementarity and every object 

and event was construed as having both an empirical and transcen

dental quality which simultaneously constituted the Kasini 
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experience. "Power", as we have s a i d , was above a l l demonstrated 
a b i l i t y . I t was as s o c i a t e d w i t h the realm of not because 
i t emanated from there but because contact w i t h t h i s realm had 
to be achieved i f one was to o b t a i n i t . By c o n t r a s t , contact 
w i t h the e m p i r i c a l world was i n the nature of being a l i v e . 

As b r i e f and inconclusive' as 1 the f o r e g o i n g d e s c r i p t i o n 
has been i t does r e v e a l c e r t a i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n s which were funda
mental to the way K a s i n i i n t e r p r e t e d the world they l i v e d i n . 
Therefore, as we t u r n to broader expressions of these ideas and 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s i t w i l l be u s e f u l to summarize them as e x p l i c i t l y 
as we can. 

1. " K a s i n i r e a l i t y " was composed of a balanced d u a l i t y '-consisting 
of the mutually e x c l u s i v e but exhaustive dimensions — 
transcendental and m a t e r i a l . 

2. Contact w i t h both dimensions was necessary f o r s u r v i v a l . An 
i n d i v i d u a l was born without such contact and hence i n i t i a l l y 
had to depend on others who had i t . 

3. An i n d i v i d u a l achieved contact w i t h the transcendental 
independent of h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h others. 

These three p r o p o s i t i o n s are i m p l i c i t i n the foregoing 
d i s c u s s i o n and the f i r s t two are fundamental to the analyses which 
f o l l o w . The t h i r d places an i n d i v i d u a l somewhat outside the 
s o c i a l world i n which he l i v e s . I t a c c u r a t e l y suggests t h a t 
independent resources were a v a i l a b l e to the i n d i v i d u a l . In 
Chapter nine, below, we r e t u r n to t h i s statement and c l o s e l y 
examine the recognized p o t e n t i a l of the i n d i v i d u a l when a n a l y z i n g 
K a s i n i i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of r e l a t i o n s h i p . 
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We have begun with the ideas inherent i n certain Kasini 

b e l i e f s not because we believe them to be the base-line of a l l 

t h e i r interpretations but rather because i n these ideas exists a 

f a i r l y clear manifestation of certain kinds of r e l a t i o n s h i p s . I t 

i s , i n other words, a point of departure i n a n analysis which i s 

not concerned with causal r e l a t i o n s or h i s t o r i c a l p r i o r i t y . 
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CHAPTER VI 

BALANCED DUALITY REELECTED 

In t h i s chapter we present evidence from a va r i e t y of 

Kasini i n s t i t u t i o n s , a c t i v i t i e s and attitudes i n an attempt to 

establish: ( l ) the prevalence of a certain perspective i n Kasini 

thought, and (2) the analogous r e l a t i o n s that exist between 

certain Kasini s o c i a l categories and the properties and a c t i v i t i e s 

associated with gender. To t h i s end we employ the broad formula 

derived i n the previous chapter where we stated that Kasini 

r e a l i t y l was comprised of a balanced duality consisting of 

transcendental and material dimensions. We understood t h i s 

duality to have been immanent to a l l phenomenon Kasini experienced. 

Thus no thing, no custom, no event i s , i n p r i n c i p l e , devoid of 

conceptual unity i n terms of t h i s axis. As we have seen, an 

animal as an empirical entity i s only h a l f the story — the 

t o t a l i t y i n Kasini terms being animal/animal-people. Si m i l a r l y 

a statement about men's a c t i v i t y alone i s conceptually incomplete — 

the f u l l expression being found i n complementary statements 

1 . We did not enquire whether such a broad notion as " r e a l i t y " 
exists i n the Kaska d i a l e c t . The fact that Kasini recognized 
both a difference and an interdependence between two dimensions 
that were aspects of a l l phenomena": simultaneously i s s u f f i c i e n t 
reason to use t h i s comprehensive word. 

2. The term transcendental may seem, for some, an unfortunate 
choice since i t i s so closely linked with K a n t i a n p h i l o s o p h y 
and various kinds of mysticism. There i s , however, no other 
which adequately provides the scope we require i n t h i s 
discussion. To us, therefore, transcendental i s meant to 
ref e r to something which, i n any way is ' beyond discrimination 
through sense perception. As such i t may be manifest and 
spoken of i n a variety of ways, e.g., intangible, i n v i s i b l e , 
homogeneous, amorphous, etc. and i n what follows we use 
whatever substitute word seems apposite i n context. 
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about ."women' s a c t i v i t y , Furthermore, these two representations, 

animal/animal-people and. women's activity/men' s a c t i v i t y , may be 

viewed as d i f f e r e n t expressions of the same kind of r e l a t i o n s h i p 

and unity. This more general statement of relationship we have 

chosen to speak of as transcendental/material and i t i s i n terms 

of t h i s axis that we attempt to show below the concordance of the 

conceptual order that i s brought to bear i n many d i f f e r e n t areas 

of Kasini l i f e . 

In what follows we draw on Kasini analogies and 

associations i n an attempt to establish and c l a r i f y what to us 

seems to be a Kasini structural premise. There i s no attempt to 

center t h i s premise i n a p a r t i c u l a r i n s t i t u t i o n or give i t a 

s p e c i f i c moral cast. On the contrary, i t i s our intention to 

present i t i n such a way that i t appears beyond normative and 

p r a c t i c a l considerations. In doing so, however, i t should be 

pointed out that Kasini.were generally i n a r t i c u l a t e about the 

symbols they employed and we found nobody who could or was w i l l i n g 

to engage i n extensive discussion on these matters. As a re s u l t 

i t i s impossible to indicate the degree -to which :K'asini were ."; 

conscious. o,f .the. synthesis we present. 

Stars/Ghosts 

Kasini believed the f i n a l r esting place of the dead 

was i n the sky, s p e c i f i c a l l y the stars ilAH.. which are to be 

viewed, only at night. Stars are seldom v i s i b l e i n the sky during 

the long daylight hours from spring u n t i l l a t e summer. They are 

associated with the darkness of winter. The dead who 
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reached^ the stars were thought to have l i v e d a s a t i s f y i n g l i f e 

on earth and to be no longer concerned with mundane a f f a i r s . 

Nevertheless, stars were not to be pointed at f o r fear of a t t r a c t 

ing the attention of the dead, who might then return to earth and 

seek out the company of the l i v i n g and perhaps take somebody 

with them when they returned again to the heavens. 

Ghosts were the dead who had not moved beyond the earth. 

The word "ghost" i s a current Kasini t r a n s l a t i o n of two separate 

words i n t h e i r own language and for t h i s reason we must remain 

somewhat undecided about what i t might mean. Two obvious 

explanations f o r th i s are possible; either the Kasini words are 

synonyms or the Kasini have imbued the word ghost with a much 

broader meaning than i t customarily possesses i n English. On 

the one hand, we have the term ^ e n ^ i " " ^ i ̂  which was frequently 

used as a metonym for the Kasini term f o r shadow and i t does 

appear to involve the root word which indicates something l i k e 

"awareness" (_̂ JJQ ) • This term might therefore be more accurately 

translated as " s p i r i t " or "soul" to indicate something which i s 

coherent, i n the sense of being aware, and yet, l i k e a shadow, 

without substance. On the other hand, we have the term jZ$>±KY\ZfL 

which was also used as a metonym f o r candle and r e f e r r e d both to 
the candle's white colour as well as to i t s shimmering neck when 
l i t , which, l i k e the glow of a star, ghosts were thought occasionally 
to resemble. 

Among ghosts were those who had recently died and 

3. Kasini accounts varied on the relationship between stars and 
the dead. Some thought that the dead became stars others 
that the dead resided i n stars. ' ' 
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t h o u g h t s t i l l t o have w o r l d l y c o n c e r n s , and t h o s e who had l i v e d 

an unhappy or u n f u l f i l l e d l i f e . I n the former case t h e y were 

assumed to be s t a y i n g on e a r t h e v e n t u a l l y t o be r e b o r n . I n the 

l a t t e r , t h e y were w a i t i n g t o r e d r e s s a wrong and f o r t h i s r e a s o n 

t h e y were f e a r e d . They moved about by n i g h t , by day they l i v e d 

under the ground. By n i g h t they c o u l d be v i s i b l e o r i n v i s i b l e 

and might, i n the l a t t e r c ase, appear i n a human form t h a t 

glowed. When i n v i s i b l e o n l y a n i m a l s c o u l d see them and f r e q u e n t l y 

dogs barked a t them a t n i g h t when t h e y t r i e d t o . a p p r o a c h a camp. 

"They c o u l d a l s o be h e a r d r a t t l i n g equipment d u r i n g the n i g h t and 

o c c a s i o n a l l y t h e i r p a s s i n g p r e s e n c e was e i r i d e n t i n t h e morning 

by equipment t h a t had been r e - a r r a n g e d or tampered w i t h . S e eing 

a ghost i n human form f o r e t o l d the v i e w e r ' s imminent d e a t h . 

We can see from the above t h a t c e r t a i n p a i r e d c o n t r a s t s 

a r e e v i d e n t between g h o s t s and s t a r s . I n summary, g h o s t s have 

mundane co n c e r n s , r e s i d e underground, a r e f o r the most p a r t 

i n v i s i b l e and dangerous t o humans, whereas -st a r s , have.-no w o r l d l y 

c o n c e r n s , r e s i d e i n the heavens, a r e v i s i b l e and not dangerous. 

D e a d / L i v i n g 

W i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n of a few c o n s t e l l a t i o n s s t a r s were 

u n i d e n t i f i e d and none were a s s o c i a t e d w i t h any p a r t i c u l a r 

a n c e s t o r . S i m i l a r l y g h o s t s were u s u a l l y u n i d e n t i f i e d and t h e i r 

p r e s e n c e was f r e q u e n t l y a surmise about s t r a n g e n o i s e s i n t h e 

n i g h t . By c o n t r a s t the l i v i n g were m o s t l y i n a c t i v e by n i g h t and 

always v i s i b l e as t h e y moved about by day. They c o u l d be 

i d e n t i f i e d by k i n s h i p and name and were d i s t i n c t l y heterogeneous 

i n c h a r a c t e r . F o r a K a s i n i t o meet a n o t h e r p e r s o n i t u s u a l l y 
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meant, from p r i o r meetings o r common a c q u a i n t a n c e , t h a t each 

knew a good d e a l about the o t h e r . But even i f t h i s knowledge 

amounted t o l i t t l e t h e r e was t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o i n t e r a c t and 

c l a r i f y the r e l a t i o n s h i p . I n c o n t r a s t the dead were beyond 

n e g o t i a t i o n and one c o u l d expect from them u n p r e d i c t a b l e and 

p r o b a b l y dangerous b e h a v i o r . 

Not a l l a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h t h e dead were c o n s t r u e d as 

i n a u s p i c i o u s and dangerous, however, and c e r t a i n i n d i c a t i o n s o f 

the p r e s ence o f t h e dead were c o n s i d e r e d t o be "good news" (as 

p h r a s e d i n t h e c u r r e n t v e r n a c u l a r ) . One i n s t a n c e o f t h i s i n v o l v e d 

t h o s e who had been dead f o r many y e a r s and whose presence was 

m a n i f e s t i n w h i r l - w i n d s and l o c a l i z e d g u s t s around a camp. Always 

such g u s t s o c c u r r e d d u r i n g summer months and a r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

day time r a t h e r t h a n n i g h t and d a r k n e s s . Some i n d i v i d u a l s might 

shout a g r e e t i n g when such g u s t s o c c u r r e d and, i f Plans were th e n 

b e i n g made to hunt o r move camp, t h i s was c o n s i d e r e d a s i g n a l l 

would go w e l l . 

At t h i s p o i n t we are n o t so concerned w i t h K a s i n i 

a t t i t u d e s to t h i n g s as we a r e w i t h t h e c o n t r a s t s t h e y r e c o g n i z e d 

between t h i n g s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n r e g a r d s t o a t t i t u d e s we can see 

t h a t t h e s e changed, depending on context,-and f o r t h i s r e a s o n we" 

cannot u n e q u i v o c a l l y a s s o c i a t e a s i n g l e a t t i t u d e or s e n t i m e n t 

w i t h , f o r i n s t a n c e , the dead. As we s h a l l see i n the f o l l o w i n g 

c h a p t e r n o r can we a s s o c i a t e a s i n g l e a t t i t u d e t o the r e c o g n i z e d 

c l a s s e s o f l i v i n g p e o p l e . R e g a r d i n g c o n t r a s t s , h o w e v e r , t h e r e 

appears to be a c o n s i s t e n t emphasis on s i g h t as opposed to 

o t h e r senses and on t h o s e c o n t e x t s , such as d a y l i g h t and p r o x i m i t y , 
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which a i d i n the v i s u a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n of p a r t i c u l a r s . We have, 
on the one hand, the dead who l i v e beneath the ground and those 
who l i v e above i t , the dead who are heard and those who are seen, 
and the dead who appear at n i g h t and f a r away and those who 
appear during the day at close range. On the other hand we have 
the l i v i n g who are a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d a y l i g h t , who l i v e on the 
ground, and who are v i s u a l l y d i s c r e t e and composed of w e l l defined 
p a r t s — a l l of which i s i n c l e a r c ontrast to the glowing s t a r s , 
noises at night or r u s t l i n g leaves and r i s i n g dust which are the 
v i c a r i o u s and most frequent i n d i c a t i o n s of the dead. 

Classes of Animals 

In the previous chapter we mentioned that upon death 
a person's <_)L might be r e t a i n e d i n some way by that c l a s s of 
animal-people w i t h whom the person had been as s o c i a t e d w h i l e 
s t i l l a l i v e . Thus i t was understood that an animal which d i d not 
run when approached by humans or which walked i n t o or near a 
camp was a m a n i f e s t a t i o n of a dead person. Such animals were 
u s u a l l y avoided and fea r e d , although the apprehension was'not 
n e a r l y as severe as that evoked by ghosts. On occasion, as 
during a prolonged p e r i o d of hunger, i t was even thought that 
such animals were some unknown ancestor f e e l i n g compassion f o r 
those w i t h whom he had formerly a s s o c i a t e d and was i n t h i s way 
o f f e r i n g them assistance.• I n such an event the animal was v i l l e d 
and eaten. 

There were a l s o animals which were not a v a i l a b l e f o r 
contact by i n d i v i d u a l K a s i n i i n the medium of _.OLL • In every 
case these animals were scavengers or carnivores and i n d i r e c t 
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c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h K a s i n i f o r f o o d r e s o u r c e s . I n some way, n e v e r 

c l e a r l y e x p l a i n e d , a l l o f t h e s e a n i m a l s were a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the 

dead. Dreaming o f some i n d i c a t e d t h a t a death was about to o c c u r . 

K a s i n i b e l i e v e d t h a t l o n g ago most a n i m a l s and some 

p l a n t s were i n c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h man and they a t t a c k e d him and 

s t o l e f o o d from him whenever t h e y c o u l d . At some p o i n t i n the 

d i s t a n t p a s t a man w i t h v e r y s t r o n g power was b o r n and he proceeded 

to d e s t r o y or.change the n a t u r e o f many of t h o s e a n i m a l s t h r e a t e n 

i n g to man. A f t e r t h i s K a s i n i e x i s t e n c e improved g r e a t l y . 

Whether t h i s shaman's t a s k was uncompleted o r , f o r unknown r e a s o n s , 

he n e g l e c t e d to change c e r t a i n a n i m a l s , a s m a l l number of them 

c o n t i n u e d to c o - e x i s t w i t h K a s i n i . These i n c l u d e d the w o l v e r i n e , 

marten, f i s h e r , w e a s e l , o t t e r , w o l f , f o x , r a v e n , crow, owl, 

and perhaps the g r a y j a y and o t h e r s . 

P r i o r t o the f u r t r a d e none o f these-.animals ..were, used 

e i t h e r f o r f o o d o r f o r s k i n s . They were c o n s i d e r e d c o n t a m i n a t i n g 

and p h y s i c a l c o n t a c t w i t h them was a v o i d e d . A f t e r the advent o f 

the f u r t r a d e a l l t h e s e mammals were k i l l e d f o r t h e i r s k i n s 

a l t h o u g h s p e c i a l care was t a k e n when h a n d l i n g them and t h e 

t r e a t m e n t o f the c a r c a s s was q u i t e d i f f e r e n t t h a n t h a t g i v e n to 

o t h e r a n i m a l s . F r e q u e n t l y g l o v e s were worn d u r i n g s k i n n i n g and a 

s p e c i a l k n i f e was used — one n e v e r vised f o r e a t i n g o r b u t c h e r i n g 

a n i m a l s t h a t were t o be e a t e n . A s p e c i a l pack o r toboggan sack 

was used f o r c a r r y i n g the s k i n s o f t h e s e a n i m a l s and some K a s i n i 

were even known to s l i n g the pack on a c a r r y i n g p o l e t o keen i t 

away from t h e i r body so t h e r e would be no chance o f the c o n t a m i n a t 

i n g b l o o d s e e p i n g t h r o u g h the pack onto t h e i r c l o t h i n g . Such 



152 

s k i n s were n e i t h e r cached w i t h f o o d n o r i n p r o x i m i t y to t h e 

c o o k i n g and s l e e p i n g p l a c e s i n a camp. C e r t a i n s k i n s , l i k e t h a t 

o f the o t t e r , were c o n s i d e r e d e s p e c i a l l y dangerous f o r women and 

were t h e r e f o r e not brought i n t o the v i c i n i t y o f the camp a t a l l 

when th e y were b e i n g p r e p a r e d f o r s t o r a g e . The c a r c a s s e s o f a l l 

t h e s e a n i m a l s were l e f t i n t a c t a f t e r s k i n n i n g . I f s k i n n i n g took 

p l a c e n e a r the camp the c a r c a s s was s i m p l y dumped on the ground 

some d i s t a n c e away and no s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n was p a i d t o the head. 

A n i m a l s w h i c h may be eaten were a v a i l a b l e f o r c o n t a c t 

t h r o u g h the medium o f c^i. I n t e r a c t i o n between man and t h e s e 

a n i m a l s was thus i n t e r p r e t e d i n two ways f o r i t r e s u l t e d i n 

c o - o p e r a t i o n on b o t h an i n s t r u m e n t a l and mental l e v e l . Such 

i n t e r a c t i o n was c i r c u m s c r i b e d by r i t u a l s which, d e f i n e d and 

s u s t a i n e d the r e l a t i o n s h i p . I n t h i s r e g a r d we have mentioned 

b u t c h e r i n g p r o c e d u r e s , t r e a t m e n t o f the head, a c c u m u l a t i o n o f 

v a r i o u s p a r a p h e r n a l i a , s i n g i n g o f s p e c i a l songs, a v o i d a n c e o f 

c e r t a i n f o o d s , etc.., a l l o f w h i c h were e i t h e r c o l l e c t i v e o r 

i n d i v i d u a l m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f the r e l a t i o n s h i p between K a s i n i and 

th e s e a n i m a l s . By c o n t r a s t , a n i m a l s w h i c h competed w i t h man f o r 

t h e same r e s o u r c e s were not ea t e n and man d i d not a c h i e v e any 

mental c o n t a c t w i t h them. P r i o r t o the f u r t r a d e i n t e r a c t i o n 

between man and the s e a n i m a l s c o n s i s t e d , m o s t l y o f -the a n i m a l s 

e x p l o i t i n g man's f o o d caches o r p i u n d e r i n g h i s f i s h n e t s o r 

s n a r e s . I n such cases i t was a m a t t e r o f t r u e c o m p e t i t i o n the 

outcome o f wh i c h , based as i t was on s c a r c i t y o f r e s o u r c e s , 

r e s u l t e d i n e i t h e r one s i d e o r the o t h e r g a i n i n g from the i n t e r 

change. I n t h i s sense the r e l a t i o n s h i p was p o o r l y d e f i n e d and 

the outcome o f i n t e r a c t i o n n e v e r c e r t a i n . T h i s u n c i r c u m s c r i b e d 
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q u a l i t y was f u r t h e r enhanced by the d i r e c t a s s o c i a t i o n K a s i n i 

made between t h e s e a n i m a l s and t h e dead, who were a l s o beyond 

me n t a l c o n t a c t and w i t h whom i n t e r a c t i o n . w a s j u s t as u n p r e d i c t 

a b l e . Even a f t e r the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t r a p p i n g t h e g e n e r a l r u l e 

was to a v o i d d i r e c t c o n t a c t v / i t h t h e s e a n i m a l s as much as c o u l d be. 

Co n c e r n i n g t h e o p p o s i t i o n s between n i g h t / d a y , s k y / l a n d , 

s t a r s / g h o s t s , and d e a d / l i v i n g we have seen t h a t i n e v e r y case 

t h e r e i s a correspondence v / i t h t he d i s t i n c t i o n o f homogeneity 

and h e t e r o g e n e i t y . The sky, the darkness o f the n i g h t , and t h e 

dead do n o t f a c i l i t a t e d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . A s i d e f rom t h e a c o u s t i c a l 

e v i d e n c e o f wind i n the t r e e s and n o i s e s i n the n i g h t t h e r e i s 

n o t h i n g t o a s s i s t i n the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f p a r t s a l t h o u g h , as 

i n t h e case o f the dead, i t was assumed t h a t the dead e x i s t e d as 

i n d i v i d u a l g h o s t s o r s p i r i t s . T h e r e f o r e , l a c k i n g a means t o 

dete r m i n e whether the pr e s e n c e o f the dead, and t h i n g s a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h the dead, might i n d i c a t e a b e n e f i c i a l o r d e s t r u c t i v e k i n d 

o f i n t e r a c t i o n , c o n t a c t w i t h them was viewed w i t h a p p r e h e n s i o n 

and a v o i d e d i f p o s s i b l e . By c o n t r a s t , the l i v i n g , t he v i s i b i l i t y 

a f f o r d e d by the day and the t a n g i b l e q u a l i t y o f the l a n d and 

t h i n g s o f the l a n d a l l enhance d i s c r i m i n a t i o n and t h e c l a s s i f i c a 

t i o n o f p a r t i c u l a r s . The o p p o r t u n i t y f o r such s e n s o r y d i s c r i m i n a 

t i o n n o t o n l y a l l o w s f o r a c l e a r c o n c e p t u a l r e c o g n i t i o n o f 

d i f f e r e n c e s , i . e . h e t e r o g e n e i t y , i t can a l s o suggest r e l a t i o n s h i p 

i n the p r o c e s s . 

M o i e t y Names 

The K a s i n i m o i e t y system c o n s i s t e d o f two m a t r i l i n e a l 

exogamous a g g r e g a t e s o f persons d e s i g n a t e d by the c a t e g o r i e s 
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J_?MXS.H&<,_(Raven) and C<3J^lin<x (Wolf). An i n d i v i d u a l was a s c r i b e d 
s t a t u s i n one moiety at b i r t h and membership was sustained 
throughout l i f e . A s c r i p t i o n was determined by a u n i l i n e a l 
reckoning of descent through the m a t r i - l i n e ; hence, i f an i n d i v i d u a l 
was a Wolf t h i s i n d i c a t e d that h i s mother, her s i b l i n g s and t h e i r 
descendents through the m a t r i - l i n e , h i s own s i b l i n g s , and h i s 
s i s t e r s ' c h i l d r e n were categorized as Wolf a l s o . Being a Wolf, 
however, i m p l i e d that one could not marry a Wolf and although 
there was no p r e s c r i p t i o n i n v o l v e d t h i s u s u a l l y meant that one 
married someone categorized as Raven. This r e s u l t e d i n a closed, 
system c o n s i s t i n g of the categories Wolf and Raven being opposed 
as marriageable 1 and. unmarrlageable. 

There can be l i t t l e s trength to the argument that the 
wolf and raven were o r i g i n a l l y s e l e c t e d as moiety totems because 
of the r e l a t i o n s h i p that n a t u r a l l y obtains between these two 
animals. Nevertheless i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note that i t i s now 
a matter of e t h o l o g i c a l record t h a t wolves and ravens maintain a 
close r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h each other and that they "have reached an 
adjustment i n t h e i r r e l a t i o n s such that each creature i s rewarded 
i n some way by the.presence of the other and that each i s f u l l y 
aware of the other's c a p a b i l i t i e s " (Meek, 1970:288). This i n 
i t s e l f suggests the p o s s i b i l i t y that the s e l e c t i o n of these two 
animals i n v o l v e s more than an a r b i t r a r y choice of l a b e l s and that 
the K a s i n i (or whoever created these moiety totems) may have been 
prompted to recognize a s i m i l a r i t y between t h e i r own i n t e r a c t i o n 
i n c e r t a i n contexts and what appeared quite independently to Meek 
as the mutually rewarding r e l a t i o n s h i p between wolves and ravens. 
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A p a r t from t h i s , however, n o t h i n g more can be s a i d on t h e m a t t e r 

and we must s t i c k t o a c o n s i d e r a t i o n . o f Wolf-Haven as a K a s i n i 

s y m b o l i c e x p r e s s i o n and see i n what way i t i s homologous to the 

t r a n s c e n d e n t a l / m a t e r i a l o p p o s i t i o n . 

Wolves and r a v e n s , i t w i l l be remembered, a r e a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h d e a t h and t h u s the;/ a r e opposed t o the K a s i n i as the l i v i n g 

a r e t o t h e dead. Furthermore, t h e y a r e a n i m a l s w h i c h a r e 

p h y s i c a l l y a v o i d e d and beyond mental c o n t a c t . Thus t h e y a r e 

dotibly removed from the K a s i n i and appear n o t a v a i l a b l e f o r t h a t 

m y s t e r i o u s u n i t y i n the r e a l m o f ,c^'i between i n d i v i d u a l K a s i n i 

and o t h e r a n i m a l s . I n t h i s sense t h e r e i s a c l e a r s u g g e s t i o n 

t h a t the K a s i n i c o u l d o n l y c o n c e i v e o f the w o l f and raven totems 

i n broad m e t a p h o r i c a l terms. However, t h i s i s an i n f e r e n c e 

based on our i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . From our l i m i t e d d a t a such d i f f e r e n c e s 

a r e n o t r e f l e c t e d i n sentence s t r u c t u r e and can o n l y be adduced 

f r o m the c o n t e x t i n w h i c h t h e y a r e u t t e r e d . Thus nlĵ a £̂,sDx 

( I am a w o l v e r i n e ) can mean " I am l i k e a w o l v e r i n e " i n the 

c o n t e x t o f , f o r example, a p e r s o n t i r e l e s s l y h a u l i n g a heavy 

l o a d t h r o u g h the snow. Whereas, depending a g a i n on c o n t e x t , 

" t ^ C O ^ ^!ESliv_J l a m a b l a c k b i r d ) might mean e i t h e r " I am b l a c k b i r d -

p e o p l e " or " I am l i k e a b l a c k b i r d " . 

F i n a l l y t h e r e i s a double o p p o s i t i o n t o c o n s i d e r . The 

ra v e n i s an a n i m a l o f the sky, the w o l f an a n i m a l o f the l a n d . 

F o r t u i t o u s l y o r n o t , the f a c t t h a t b o t h a r e a s s o c i a t e d v / i t h 

d e a t h i s f u r t h e r r e f l e c t e d i n wolv e s l i v i n g under the ground i n 

dens and rav e n s n e s t i n g i n t r e e s and c l i f f s above the ground and 

th u s c o r r e s p o n d i n g t o the p l a c e s where ..the dead a r e thought t o 

r e s i d e . 
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Body P a r t s 

Sensory homogeneity i s . of course, one property of the 
transcendental which p r e v i o u s l y we a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the mind to 
suggest the immaterial q u a l i t y of a l l mental a c t i v i t i e s . In t h i s 
way K a s i n i o p p o s i t i o n between mind . <_)l and head, .also 
p a r a l l e l s the foregoing o p p o s i t i o n s and serves as a u s e f u l 
s t a r t i n g point i n c o n s i d e r i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s recognized between 
v a r i o u s body p a r t s . 

In the context of opposing the head to the mind i t i s 
the head which emerges as the m a t e r i a l , d i s c r e t e e n t i t y . However, 
the head i t s e l f was composed of two main e n t i t i e s which were 
opposed ' i n s i m i l a r f a s h i o n ; thus the b r a i n "isl KCX _(head f a t ) 
was oppossed to the s k u l l ifs.C ^xn<j_(head bone). The noun 
iC_Qpu.(fat) i s p h o n o l o g i c a l l y d i s t i n c t from the modifier__i£[s.£.d— 
(e.g. V̂ \T<̂ Ov Vl^C^>_.n : a f a t moose) and r e f e r s d i r e c t l y to any 
amorphous white mass ext r a c t e d from the body. In t h i s case i t s 
opposite, bone, c o n s i s t s of a r i g i d formation with a c l e a r l y . 
defined s t r u c t u r e . 

As we have already explained i t was forbidden to eat 
the b r a i n of animals used f o r food. Nor was the b r a i n used i n 
tanning s k i n s even though, since 1900 at l e a s t , the K a s i n i were 
w e l l aware that other people d i d use i t f o r t h i s purpose. Tanning, 
which r e q u i r e s a s p e c i a l k i n d of f a t , was accomplished by u s i n g 
the s p i n a l column and e x t r a c t i n g a grease from the knee bones of 
the moose. In t h i s sense, as w e l l as others already mentioned, 
contact w i t h the b r a i n of many e d i b l e animals was avoided and 
i t was awarded s p e c i a l treatment. However, other kinds of f a t 
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were g r e a t l y p r i z e d and, i n general, the more an animal possessed 
the more i t was valued as a food. Of these other f a t s there was 
one which was e s p e c i a l l y p r i z e d and i t was considered a great 
t r e a t to eat. This f a t encased the colon of the animal. V i s i t o r s 
to a camp were i n v i t e d to partake of t h i s only i f they were on 
very good terms w i t h t h e i r hosts or i f the hosts were i n t e n t on 
making a f r i e n d l y gesture. This f a t was not detached from, the 
colon when cooked and was served by s l i c i n g i t i n t o r i n g s abottt 
two inches wide. 

There i s a d i r e c t r e v e r s a l i n the a t t i t u d e towards the 
elements a s s o c i a t e d w i t h e i t h e r end.of the body i n the context 
of the two main types of animals we have considered and which 
have been v a r i o u s l y contrasted as h e r b i v o r e s / c a r n i v o r e s , edible./ 
i n e d i b l e , e t c . As we have seen the bra i n s of those animals which 
were eaten were often given s p e c i a l treatment and avoided; colon 
f a t , however, was e s p e c i a l l y p r i z e d as food. I n the process of 
hunting the excrement of such animals was f r e q u e n t l y handled, 
smelt, e t c . , and during butchering a l l i n t e r n a l organs were handled 
f r e e l y as were the contents of the stomach and i n t e s t i n e s . When 
the s i z e of the animal warranted i t , the blood of such animals 
was c o l l e c t e d and used as soup. "By contrast the -brain of the 
other animal type was t r e a t e d i n d i f f e r e n t l y and the e n t i r e carcass 
was simply disposed of w i t h head i n t a c t . Generally the meat 
of such animals was considered i n e d i b l e although F i e l d (1957) 

recorded a case that i n v o l v e d a woman eat i n g o t t e r meat. This 
event, which occurred before 1900, r e s u l t e d i n wholesale s t a r v a 
t i o n and was o n l y r e solved by shamanistic i n t e r v e n t i o n . As a 
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r u l e the. meat and blood of such animals was considered contaminat
i n g . Also the excrement and u r i n e of such animals was never 
touched i f p o s s i b l e , and i t was the concern of anybody l e a v i n g 
equipment behind that there should be no chance of any of these 
animals d e f e c a t i n g or u r i n a t i n g on or near such equipment. This 
a p p l i e d e s p e c i a l l y to ea t i n g u t e n s i l s but a l s o included anything 
they wished to use again. Dogs were t r e a t e d l i k e these c a r n i v o r e s , 
perhaps because they so c l o s e l y resembled the wolf and fox i n 
form and food preferences. Hands were always washed a f t e r handling 
dogs and i f a dog were even to place h i s nose i n s i d e a cooking 
pot i t was considered i r r e v o c a b l y contaminated and was never used 
t h e r e a f t e r i n food p r e p a r a t i o n . 

This manifest o p p o s i t i o n between one end of the body 
and the other emerges, i n the context of the human body, as an 
op p o s i t i o n between head and excrement _ j j S Ut^. ..• The head i s 
as s o c i a t e d w i t h the mind, the b r a i n , the unper part of the body 
and, as we have i n d i c a t e d , w i t h a i r , i n v i s i b i l i t y and the i n t a n g i b l e 
Excrement, on the other hand, corresponding as i t does w i t h the 
b r a i n as an amorphous mass, i s opposed to i t i n colour and as s o c i a t e 
v/ith the lower part of the body and une q u i v o c a l l y v/ith the ground 
and the mundane. The word_Jtj£.U.\̂  was, furthermore, not used 
i n many s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n s and i n most contexts i t was considered 
a solecism to u t t e r the word i n f r o n t of a person who was of the 
opposite sex and same moiety as o n e s e l f . F i n a l l y , the head/ 
excrement o p p o s i t i o n found v i c a r i o u s r e f l e c t i o n i n the flow of 
things i n and out of the camp. The meat of b i g game animals that 
was brought i n t o camp was acquired l a r g e l y as a r e s u l t of a 



159 
h u n t e r ' s power and thus t h e r e i s the meat, power, mind, head 

a s s o c i a t i o n w h i c h i s d i r e c t l y and g r a p h i c a l l y opposed t o excrement 

w h i c h was d e p o s i t e d ' o u t s i d e and away from the s l e e p i n g , c o o k i n g 

and f o o d cache a r e a s o f a camp. 

Other body p a r t s were c o n s i d e r e d analogous i n v a r i o u s 

ways and i d e n t i f i e d s p e c i f i c a l l y v / i t h sex. As a f o o d , f a t 

g e n e r a l l y was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h p h y s i c a l s t r e n g t h but i t was a l s o 

c o n s i d e r e d s i m i l a r to semen wh i c h i s a l s o f o r m l e s s and w h i t i s h . 

A remedy f o r i n f e r t i l i t y , w h i c h was c o n s i d e r e d e q u a l l y the f a u l t 

o f the male, was t o eat c o p i o u s amounts of moose k i d n e y . T h i s 

was thought to be most e f f e c t i v e when the k i d n e y was encased i n 

the l a r g e amounts o f f a t w h i c h were accumulated b e f o r e and 

d i s s i p a t e d d u r i n g the r u t t i n g season. K a s i n i men spoke o f 

e j a c u l a t i o n as a k i n d o f power r e l e a s e and a metonym f o r a man 

who s l e p t w i t h women i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y or who took more th a n one 

w i f e was V̂J(Ĉ IV̂  CO* ( b u l l c a r i b o u ) . T h i s a n i m a l was c o n s i d e r e d 

e s p e c i a l l y a g g r e s s i v e d u r i n g the r u t and -.always took as many cows 

as he c o u l d keep. 

We c o u l d o b t a i n no c l e a r p i c t u r e o f K a s i n i i d e a s on 

p r o c r e a t i o n a l t h o u g h i t was b e l i e v e d t h a t p h y s i c a l c o n t a c t between 

males Xix and females_JW.CX_.was i n v o l v e d . Semen seems c e r t a i n l y 

to have been thought the main male element i n v o l v e d a l t h o u g h 

e x a c t l y what c o n t r i b u t i o n i t made t o r e p r o d u c t i o n we a r e n o t 

c e r t a i n . There was some s u g g e s t i o n t h a t b l o o d was the main 

female element w h i c h corresponded t o semen, however, no i n f o r m a n t 

seemed c e r t a i n o f t h i s and many appeared to have no i d e a about i t 

a t a l l . But even i f we (and perhaps t h e y ) have no c l e a r i d e a 

about how males and f e m a l e s were r e l a t e d p h y s i c a l l y the K a s i n i 

were q u i t e e x p l i c i t about how the sexes were r e l a t e d f u n c t i o n a l l y . 

http://emales_JW.CX_.was
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Man/Woman 

Men were h u n t e r s . They were m o b i l e and. s o l i t a r y i n 

t h e i r t r a c k i n g o f l a r g e game a n i m a l s . They produced meat and 

s k i n s . Women were g a t h e r e r s o f r o o t s , b e r r i e s , f i s h , b i r d s and 

s m a l l mammals. They were camp o r i e n t e d , s o c i a l l y i n c l i n e d and 

c a r e d f o r s m a l l c h i l d r e n . They a l s o tanned h i d e s , manufactured 

c l o t h i n g and cooked meat. 

H u n t i n g was an a c t i v i t y t h a t r e q u i r e d s k i l l , endurance 

and o f t e n p r o l o n g e d absences from camp. I t a l s o r e q u i r e d v e r y 

s p e c i a l a b i l i t i e s when game was s c a r c e . Moose and c a r i b o u were 

themselves m o b i l e a n i m a l s and a man c o u l d n ot r e l y on h i s 

knowledge o f where t h e y had been to p r e d i c t w i t h much a c c u r a c y 

where t h e y might be i n the f u t u r e . To hunt w i t h s u c c e s s a man 

had t o know how to a n t i c i p a t e the movement o f a n i m a l s and i n 

many i n s t a n c e s t h i s had l e s s t o do 'with g e n e r a l l y known h a b i t s 

t h a n w i t h a d i r e c t u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the s i t u a t i o n a t hand. A 

p a r t i c u l a r h u n t i n g s i t u a t i o n , however, was n e v e r t o t a l l y r e v e a l e d 

a t a g i v e n t i m e . Why a h u n t e r might choose t o r u n t o one s i d e 

o f a grove o f t r e e s , r a t h e r t h a n the o t h e r , i n o r d e r t o s u c c e s s 

f u l l y i n t e r c e p t a moose was r a t i o n a l i z e d i n terms o f power. That 

i s , s i n c e t h e r e was no e m p i r i c a l b a s i s f o r such a d e c i s i o n i t was 

u n d e r s t o o d t h a t the h u n t e r must have r e l i e d on h i s c o n t a c t w i t h 

a n i m a l - p e o p l e i n o r d e r t o a c h i e v e s u c c e s s . 

C o l l e c t i v e l y the r e l a t i o n s h i p between K a s i n i and t h e s e 

l a r g e l a n d based u n g u l a t e s was c i r c u m s c r i b e d by r u l e s c o n c e r n i n g 

thought and b e h a v i o r . These r u l e s were thought to s u s t a i n the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between man and a n i m a l and to p r e v e n t an e n t i r e 
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c l a s s o f a n i m a l ( e . g . moose, c a r i b o u , e t c . ) f rom t a k i n g o f f e n c e 

and a v o i d i n g man a l t o g e t h e r . We have c o n s i d e r e d the r u l e s 

c o n c e r n i n g the t r e a t m e n t o f the animal's - body a f t e r the k i l l . 

L u r i n g the k i l l i t s e l f one d i d not shoot a t the a n i m a l ' s head n o r , 

i f one was s n a r i n g t h e a n i m a l , s e t a snare so l a r g e t h a t i t c o u l d 

. s l i p over the head o f a f u l l y a n t l e r e d male. I t was a c c e p t a b l e 

to s t r a n g l e cows, but b u l l s found i t o f f e n s i v e to d i e o f s u f f o c a 

t i o n . There were a l s o o t h e r r u l e s i n v o l v i n g p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r a 

hunt w h i c h promoted an a t t i t u d e o f care and r e s p e c t and d i s c o u r a g e d 

anyone from t a k i n g f o r g r a n t e d the p o s s i b l e outcome o f a hunt. 

C h i l d r e n were s c o l d e d i f t h e y t a l k e d about the meat they were 

g o i n g t o eat upon the h u n t e r s ' r e t u r n , men a v o i d e d s h a r p e n i n g 

t h e i r b u t c h e r k n i v e s b e f o r e a c t u a l l y making the k i l l , r opes and 

l a r g e back packs used i n h a u l i n g meat were not t a k e n on a hunt 

and an i n d i v i d u a l d i s c i p l i n e d h i m s e l f not even to t h i n k o f 

b u t c h e r i n g o r c o o k i n g meat b e f o r e g o i n g out h u n t i n g . However, 

o c c a s i o n a l l y a u s p i c i o u s s i g n s h e r a l d i n g the s u c c e s s f u l outcome 

o f a hunt were m a n i f e s t to camp members a t l a r g e . These were 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h h u n t i n g o n l y i f t h e y o c c u r r e d w h i l e a c t i v i t i e s , 

d i s c u s s i o n or t h i n k i n g about a hunt were t a k i n g p l a c e . I f o t h e r 

a c t i v i t i e s were t a k i n g p l a c e some o f t h e s e s i g n a l s were c o n s i d e r e d 

a commentary on them. One o f t h e s e s i g n s was a g r a y ,jay l a n d i n g 

n e a r the camp and u t t e r i n g a n o i s y s t o c c a t o ' s e r i e s o f n o t e s 

w h i c h was , thought t o sound l i k e j t s c Xs\ iTiL-T/bl, ( i . e . t head-

head-head-head) . T h i s s i g n a l was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h h u n t i n g o n l y 

and was c o n s i d e r e d e s p e c i a l l y p r o m i s i n g i f the b i r d was s i t t i n g 

n e a r the meat cache. A n o t h e r p r o m i s i n g s i g n was i f somebody 
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dreamt of a s u c c e s s f u l hunt; however, i n t h i s case we a l s o have 
a commentary on the power of the person who makes h i s dream 
p u b l i c and consequently only the dreams of some people would be 
heeded or even heard. Other s i g n a l s , which were not r e s t r i c t e d 
to hunting, i n v o l v e d gusts of wind, noises i n the f i r e , and 
sensations i n the nose. The wind we have al r e a d y discussed and 
l i k e the gray jay and hunting dreams i t was i t s presence which 
was i n d i c a t i v e , i t s absence i n d i c a t e d nothing. A f i r e , on the 
other hand, could emit two loud pops i n quick succession to 
i n d i c a t e that an idea or venture was promising, one POP i n d i c a t e d 
the contrary. S i m i l a r l y an i t c h y sensation i n the r i g h t n o s t r i l 
was a promising s i g n , an i t c h . i n the l e f t n o s t r i l i n d i c a t e d the 
reverse. 

Thus a man could set out on a hunt i n a very buoyant 
frame of mind, although he might a l s o have need to begin a hunt 
even when there werenumerous p r i o r i n d i c a t i o n s that i t would not 
be s u c c e s s f u l . I n any event a hunter'was always i n the p o s i t i o n 
of having to cope w i t h the unknown thoughts and misdeeds of the 
other members of h i s camp who might have offended the game which 
he sought. I f he was c o n t i n u a l l y unsuccessful any person i n the 
camp might e v e n t u a l l y admit to having p r e v i o u s l y done something 
o f f e n s i v e , however, i t was al s o thought p o s s i b l e that somebody 
outside the camp was u s i n g t h e i r power to thwart the e f f o r t s of 
the hunter. I f the hunter was c o n t i n u a l l y s u c c e s s f u l i t was 
simply assumed that whatever anyone d i d was i n c i d e n t a l compared 
to h i s power. 

I t a l s o bears repeating that hunting, as compared to 
i n t e r c e p t i n g game at a s a l t - l i c k , occurred p r i m a r i l y during the 
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f a l l and w i n t e r months. Winter, however, was g e n e r a l l y a s s o c i a t e d 
.with death as the f a l l time was w i t h things d y i n g . In r e c o g n i z i n g 
t h i s men were often known to ask of each other, "Do you think 
you w i l l die t h i s time ( i . e . t h i s w i n t e r ) ? " or "Do you t h i n k you 
w i l l make i t t h i s w i n t e r ? " By doing so they were r e f e r r i n g not 
to the shortage of food, which seems to have beer) no more acute 
i n winter than at other times, but to the dangers of the extreme 
c o l d which hunters were d i r e c t l y exposed to when away from cairro. 
Such dangers included the p o s s i b i l i t y of being caught out i n the 
sustained c o l d winds itVl pflC that o c c a s i o n a l l y blew during the 
winter months. Such winds, which were contrasted w i t h the warm 

gusts J£<>'L_ °^ ^ n e s u i r m i e r months, were thought to be capable 
of k i l l i n g the y e a r l i n g s of even the l a r g e s t animals hunted by the 
K a s i n i . 

F i n a l l y , i t was assumed that a hunter provided meat and 
skins f o r a woman i n a camp. Such raw'materials were not handed 
over f o r general consumption to the camp as a whole and i t was 
not thought that they were given e i t h e r to c h i l d r e n or to. other 
men. 

Gathering was an a c t i v i t y that could be pursued i n t e r 
m i t t e n t l y w i t h i n p r o x i m i t y to a camp. I t r e q u i r e d considerable 
t e c h n i c a l s k i l l and a d e t a i l e d knowledge of .the resources on the 
l a n d . I t a l s o r e l i e d h e a v i l y on being able to p r e d i c t w i t h 
considerable accuracy/ where c e r t a i n animals and v e g e t a t i o n would 
be and when they would be most s u i t a b l e f o r e x p l o i t a t i o n . Such 
p r e d i c t a b i l i t y i n time and space was due to the r e g u l a r h a b i t s 
and movements of the animals and the l o c a l i z e d nature of the 
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v e g e t a t i o n , and hence to know an area w e l l was u s u a l l y s u f f i c i e n t 
to ensure s u c c e s s f u l e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

Aside from the snowshoe r a b b i t , which was p r i m a r i l y 
e x p l o i t e d during the w i n t e r months, a l l of the food resources 
gathered by women i n the sp r i n g and summer were opposed i n v a r i o u s 
ways to the l a r g e game hunted by men i n the f a l l and w i n t e r . I n 
the f i r s t instance we have u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y and m o b i l i t y compensated 
f o r by the hunter's i n d i v i d u a l power. This i s opposed to the 
l o c a l i z e d nature or r e g u l a r h a b i t s of gathered resources which 
were e x p l o i t e d by means of a shared, or at l e a s t shareable, knowledge 
of..an area. Secondly, we have the contrast of the h a b i t u a l element 
ass o c i a t e d w i t h the d i f f e r e n t animals, l a r g e ungulates being 
d e f i n i t e l y of the l a n d , as contrasted v/ith b i r d s of the a i r , 
f i s h of the water (which was assumed to come from the a i r ) , and 
ground s q u i r r e l s , which l i v e d under the ground. Thus we have a 
c e r t a i n complementarity of the methods and o b j e c t i v e s of e x p l o i t a 
t i o n . The men r e l y i n g on. power to e x p l o i t the land and the women 
usin g e m p i r i c a l l y based knowledge t o e x p l o i t the subterranean and 
the a i r (water). 

The animals e x p l o i t e d by women were t r e a t e d i n v a r i o u s 
ways but i n almost a l l cases there was not the same a t t e n t i o n 
p a i d to the head as the case w i t h l a r g e game. P i sh *tX we re 
cached f o r l a t e r use w i t h heads i n t a c t . I n the s p r i n g and summer 
they were gutted and scaled f o r drying, the guts also being 
preserved i f they were s u f f i c i e n t l y r i c h i n f a t . I f wi n t e r 
f i s h i n g occurred the f i s h was allowed to freeze whole. Por reasons 
we neglected to e n q u i r e about salmon Q < & & were not subsumed under 
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t h e c a t e g o r y o f f i s h and t h e i r heads were removed b e f o r e t h e y 

were-hung t o d r y . No s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n was p a i d t o the head o f . 

any o f the b i r d s t h a t were t a k e n a l t h o u g h the eyes o f a: . c e r t a i n 

s u b - s p e c i e s o f p t a r m i g a n were thought t o i n d u c e 'sore eyes i n the 

p e r s o n who k i l l e d i t . T h i s c o u l d be p r e v e n t e d by d e t a c h i n g the 

eyes from the body i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r k i l l i n g the b i r d and was 

a c c o m p l i s h e d by w r i n g i n g the head o f f and t h r o w i n g i t on the 

ground. I n a d d i t i o n b i r d s were f r e q u e n t l y shot i n the neck o r 

head to a v o i d damaging the meat. G r o u n d - s q u i r r e l s were snared 

a t t h e mouth o f t h e i r burrows o r , l e s s f r e q u e n t l y , shot i n the 

head to p r e v e n t the wounded from e s c a p i n g down t h e i r burrows. 

P r e p a r i n g t h e s e a n i m a l s f o r e a t i n g i n v o l v e d t h r o w i n g the e n t i r e 

c a r c a s s onto a f i r e i n o r d e r to s i n g e the h a i r . The c h a r r e d s k i n 

and h a i r was t h e n s c r a p e d o f f and the a n i m a l g u t t e d save f o r t h e 

k i d n e y s w h i c h were l e f t a t t a c h e d t o the v i s c e r a l c a v i t y . The 

c a r c a s s , u s u a l l y u n s e c t i o n e d and w i t h head i n t a c t , was t h e n 

p l a c e d i n a b o i l i n g p o t . 

The camp was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h women and the main i t e m s 

o f f o o d and most equipment i n a camp were assumed t o be the 

p r o p e r t j r o f women. These i n c l u d e d the meat, h i d e s , l e a t h e r , the 

t e n t ( c a b i n o r b r u s h s h e l t e r i n c l u d e d ) , and s t o v e o r h e a r t h . I t 

was the "woman's p r e r o g a t i v e to d i s t r i b u t e goods w i t h i n the camr>. 

'Most of t h e s e she had a c q u i r e d i n raw form from a p a r t i c u l a r man, 

but a l t h o u g h she was o b l i g e d to p r o v i d e him w i t h f o o d and 

c l o t h i n g he shared the r e s u l t s o f h e r l a b o u r s w i t h o t h e r s i n the 

camp. I f goods, such as meat and h i d e s , were u n - p r o c e s s e d , she 

m i g h t , a t h e r own d i s c r e t i o n , d i s t r i b u t e them t o o t h e r women 

i n the camp o r to v i s i t i n g women. 
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D i s p o s a l o f t h e Dead: an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

Death, as many have obs e r v e d , i s not o n l y t h e end o f 

something i t i s , f o r the l i v i n g , a l s o a p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e . 

R e g a r d l e s s o f i n d i v i d u a l power death came t o a l l K a s i n i , whether 

i n f a n t o r shaman. I n a c k n o w l e d g i n g the event, however, what 

c o u l d i t p o s s i b l y mean t o K a s i n i and how d i d i t r e f l e c t on t h e i r 

p u rchase on an o r d e r l y e x i s t e n c e ? Ror t h e K a s i n i , as f o r a l l 

p e o p l e , the i m p l i c a t i o n s were immense and h a r d l y r e a s s u r i n g . And 

l i k e most t h e y s i m u l t a n e o u s l y acknowledged i t and, as d t were, 

a v e r t e d t h e i r eyes and brought i n t o f o c u s o t h e r , more s t a b l e 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . We would now l i k e t o examine what th e s e c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n s were and how K a s i n i a p p r e c i a t e d d e a t h and t r a n s f o r m e d i t 

from an ambiguous to an o r d e r l y e v e n t . 

A corpse was p r e p a r e d f o r i n h u m a t i o n ( o r c r e m a t i o n ) 

by a d u l t s o f the same sex as the deceased and o f the o p p o s i t e 

m o i e t y . T h i s was done a t the p l a c e o f d e a t h . I t i n v o l v e d 

s t r a i g n t e n i n g the l i m b s and a r r a n g i n g the body i n a face-up and 

u n f l e x e d p o s i t i o n . U s u a l l y , but not n e c e s s a r i l y , t h e corpse was 

d r e s s e d i n new c l o t h e s . On e l e v a t e d ground i n the v i c i n i t y o f 

t h e p l a c e where death had o c c u r r e d , a grave was dug ( o r py r e 

c o n s t r u c t e d ) by men o f the o p p o s i t e moiety t o the deceased. °dnce 

the 1920's, and p r o b a b l y e a r l i e r , p l a n k c o f f i n s were most o f t e n 

used t o i n t e r the c o r p s e . And i f d e a t h o c c u r r e d near a t r a p p i n g 

p o s t , the body was d i s p o s e d o f i n a cemetery. Cemeteries were 

used o n l y f o r t h i s purpose, and once a b u r i a l had been completed 

t h e grave s i t e was a v o i d e d by everyone, r e g a r d l e s s o f m o i e t y 

a f f i l i a t i o n . I f c o f f i n s were not a v a i l a b l e , the bottom o f the 
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grave was l i n e d w i t h a bed o f spr u c e boughs, and the s i d e s were 

s h o r e d w i t h spruce p o l e s . The men t h e n c a r r i e d t he body to t h e 

gra v e Bite and entombed i t i n a su p i n e p o s i t i o n by c o v e r i n g 

i t w i t h more spruce p o l e s and f i l l i n g i n the r e c e s s w i t h the 

ex c a v a t e d d i r t . A f t e r marking the grave s i t e w i t h a s t a k e , t h e 

men t h e n r e t u r n e d t o t h e camp. 

Those a d u l t s who were i n the same mo i e t y and do m e s t i c 

group as t h e deceased were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a number o f t a s k s . 

Among t h e s e was t h e d i s p o s a l o f the dead p e r s o n ' s p e r s o n a l ' 

p o s s e s s i o n s . T h i s was done a t , o r w i t h i n a few days o f , t h e time 

o f b u r i a l . I n no i n s t a n c e d i d t h i s i n v o l v e a g r e a t many i t e m s , 

and those t h a t were w e l l used o r t h a t had been used e x c l u s i v e l y 

by, o r p o s s e s s e d a s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r , the deceased were 

d e s t r o y e d by f i r e a t the time o f d e a t h . I d e a l l y t h e s e same a d u l t s 

were a l s o r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i n v i t i n g members o f the o p p o s i t e m o i e t y 

t o d i s p o s e o f the body i n t h e manner a l r e a d y d e s c r i b e d and, when 

t h i s was a c c o m p l i s h e d , i n p r o v i d i n g them w i t h a l i g h t meal. 

T h i s meal was p r e p a r e d by women o f the same moiety as the deceased 

and served' by bo t h men and women o f t h i s m o i e t y . The ceremony, ' 

suc h as i t was, was r e f e r r e d t o as " f e e d i n g the h u n t e r s " . I t 

d i d n o t i n v o l v e any s p e c i a l k i n d s o f f o o d o r d r i n k , and no g r e a t 

amounts were consumed: i n f a c t i t was c o n s i d e r e d a s o l e c i s m i f 

anyone asked f o r more than the s m a l l amounts t h e y r e c e i v e d . Those 

who were o f the same mo i e t y as t h e deceased a b s t a i n e d from e a t i n g 

o r d r i n k i n g a t t h i s ceremony and p a r t i c i p a t e d o n l y t o the e x t e n t 

t h a t t h e y p r e p a r e d the meal and s e r v e d i t to the " h u n t e r s " . The . 

c o m p l e t i o n o f t h i s modest ceremony u s u a l l y marked t h e end o f t h e 

post-mortem a c t i v i t i e s o f the K a s i n i . 
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I t would not be accurate to say that the above d e s c r i p 
t i o n exhausts the d e t a i l s of K a s i n i a c t i v i t i e s f o l l o w i n g death. 
However, such d e t a i l s as we were able to gather c o n s t i t u t e v a r i a 
t i o n s and embellishments i n s p e c i a l cases to the general format 
we have presented and t h i s i s s i m i l a r to but g e n e r a l l y l e s s 
elaborate than those which have been described f o r other c u l t u r e s 
i n contiguous areas on the Yukon-Stikine (Emmons 1911, T e i t 1956 
and.McClellan 1954, n.d.) and Mackenzie (Honigmann 1954) drainage 
systems. Whatever'the reasons f o r the r e l a t i v e l y unelaborate 
s t y l e of K a s i n i post mortem ceremonies, i t i s c l e a r that they 
d i d not i n v o l v e any complex manipulation of symbols and t h a t 
an adequate performance of them d i d not seem to r e q u i r e the 
presence of r i t u a l s p e c i a l i s t s . 

The presence of a shaman, f o r ins t a n c e , was a common 
but not always necessary fe a t u r e of these a c t i v i t i e s . What was 
necessary was to have on hand someone who, i t was g e n e r a l l y . 
thought, had s u f f i c i e n t power to c o n t r o l the s p i r i t of the 
deceased. When a c h i l d or adolescent- died the mere presence of 
a d u l t s was u s u a l l y judged adequate to t h i s end. I t was only when 
the circumstances of death were e x t r a o r d i n a r y or the deceased 
"were judged to have had s u b s t a n t i a l power of t h e i r own (as was 
the recognized case w i t h most a d u l t s ) that the p a r t i c i p a t i o n of 
a shaman was considered p r o p i t i o u s and necessary. .For t h i s 
reason a shaman often accompanied the "hunters" when a body was 
entombed or cremated, and, by u s i n g h i s s u p e r i o r power, he 
somehow attempted to c o n t r o l the s p i r i t of the deceased. U s u a l l y , 
but not n e c e s s a r i l y , the i n t e n t i o n was to exorcize the s p i r i t 
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from e a r t h and prevent i t from t r y i n g to contact the l i v i n g or 
doing them any f u t u r e harm-. However, other i n t e n t i o n s were also 
e n t e r t a i n e d and an example of t h i s i n v o l v e s the s u i c i d e of tae 
young g i r l . In t h i s case, a f t e r the appropriate ceremonies had 
been completed, the shaman present gathered together the women 
i n attendance and asked who among them would be w i l l i n g to 
accept the s p i r i t of the g i r l i n t o her womb so that she might, by 
being reborn., be given a chance to l i v e a more fortu n a t e l i f e 
than she had. 

V a r i a t i o n s were a l s o evident i n the d i s p o s a l of goods 
a f t e r a death; f o r some things were not u s u a l l y destroyed even 
though the deceased was recognized to have had i n them p r i v i l e g e d 
r i g h t s of use and a l l o c a t i o n . Thus dogs, t r a p s , a s t i l l -serviceable 
tent or toboggan, and sometimes a r i f l e were appropriated by 
the domestic group o'f which the deceased was a member at the 
time of death. There were i n t h i s procedure no c l e a r avenues 
of i n h e r i t a n c e , p a t t e r n of r e d i s t r i b u t i o n i n terms of moiety 
membership, or s p e c i a l category of person re s p o n s i b l e f o r the 
r e a l l o c a t i o n of these t h i n g s . An item, such as a t e n t , might 
simply continue to be i n h a b i t e d ^ and a question, of p r o p r i e t o r y 
i n t e r e s t never a r i s e . Dogs were taken over by someone w i l l i n g 
to feed them and be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e i r w e l f a r e , most commonly 
a young person without dogs. The t r a n s f e r was o f t e n i n i t i a t e d 
by the simple expedient of. an a d u l t ' s suggesting that the new 
owner begin feeding them. I t was also on t h i s apparent b a s i s of 

4. A l o g cabin was u s u a l l y abandoned i f a person had died i n 
i t . S i m i l a r l y a tent was sometimes burnt i f a death had 
occurred w i t h i n i t s w a l l s . 
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c u r r e n t need and a d u l t s u g g e s t i o n t h a t a young p e r s o n might 

a c q u i r e a r i f l e o r some t r a p s . I n any case, t h e r e was l i t t l e 

r e a s o n i n t h e economic scheme o f t h i n g s t o accumulate o r "hoard 

such goods, and t h e r e i s no e v i d e n c e t o suggest t h a t r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

were broken i n c o m p e t i t i o n f o r them. 

F i n a l l y t h e r e were v a r i a t i o n s i n the number o f p e o p l e 

i n v o l v e d i n the ceremony r e f e r r e d to as " f e e d i n g the h u n t e r s " . 

T h i s appears to have c o - v a r i e d v e r y r o u g h l y w i t h the combined 

f a c t o r s o f age, m a r i t a l s t a t u s , and the p o l i t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e 

o f the deceased as a s t r u c t u r a l l i n k between two a g g r e g a t e s o f 

p e o p l e . When a c h i l d d i e d , f o r i n s t a n c e , o n l y t h o s e who were 

c u r r e n t l y members o f h i s d o m e s t i c group would u s u a l l y be i n v o l v e d , 

o r c o n c e r n e d j a n d t h i s might s i m p l y e n t a i l the c h i l d ' s mother 

" f e e d i n g " h i s f a t h e r . When a m a r r i e d a d u l t d i e d , however, more 

t h a n one domestic group was i n v o l v e d . P a r e n t s o f the deceased, 

s i b l i n g s i n the immediate a r e a and, i t seems, most o f those who 

c o u l d be c o n t a c t e d and who were c a t e g o r i z e d as JL$J_^<2.n^j (my 

peop l e ) -would be i m m e d i a t e l y i n f o r m e d o f an a d u l t ' s d e a t h and be 

expected t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n one way or the o t h e r . But i n t e r e s t 

i n g l y enough, the numbers o f p e o p l e a t t e n d i n g d i d n o t seem t o 

v a r y g r e a t l y a c c o r d i n g t o the age o f the deceased a d u l t : t h u s a 

young a d u l t and a v e r y o l d one r e c e i v e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same 

a t t e n t i o n i n t h i s r e g a r d . Where peopl e appear to have a t t e n d e d 

i n the l a r g e s t numbers the deceased c o n s t i t u t e d p a r t o f a m a r i t a l 

l i n k a g e between a g g r e g a t e s o f p e o p l e who had r e c e n t l y begun t o 

e x p l o i t the same r e g i o n o r to p a t r o n i z e the same t r a p p i n g p o s t . 

The l o n g e r such a l i n k a g e e x i s t e d and the more f r e q u e n t l y i t was 
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d u p l i c a t e d by o t h e r s i n subsequent m a r r i a g e s , t h e - l e s s c r u c i a l and 

s i g n i f i c a n t i t became. However, when i t was the s o l e e x p r e s s i o n 

o f a r e c e n t a l l i a n c e between two l a r g e a g g r e g a t e s i t s f u n c t i o n as 

a t a n g i b l e and i s o l a t e d statement o f r e l a t i o n s h i p p o s s e s s e d an 

a f f e c t i v e s i g n i f i c a n c e f o r r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e numbers o f p e o p l e , 

and t h e death o f e i t h e r p a r t y ' t o such a m a r r i a g e r e c e i v e d s p e c i a l 

a t t e n t i o n . At t h e time o f death t h i s was n o t so e v i d e n t , and t h e 

numbers of p e o p l e i n v o l v e d would o n l y be t h o s e i n the immediate 

v i c i n i t y who, s h o r t l y a f t e r death, performed the a c t i v i t i e s we 

d e s c r i b e d above. But a t t h i s time t h e s e same pe o p l e would a r r a n g e 

t o meet l a t e r i n the y e a r when, a l o n g w i t h a l l those who c o u l d be 

c o n t a c t e d i n the i n t e r i m , a l a r g e f e a s t would be h e l d . 

Most i n f o r m a n t s were q u i t e c e r t a i n t h a t the r a t i o n a l e 

f o r t h i s l a r g e r ceremony was the d e a t h of an i n d i v i d u a l a l t h o u g h 

n o t a l l were c o n v i n c e d t h a t i t was r e f e r r e d t o as " f e e d i n g the 

h u n t e r s " . • I t s o c c u r r e n c e was a p p a r e n t l y r a r e and o n l y one i n f o r 

mant c l a i m e d to have a t t e n d e d such an e v e n t ^ w h i c h seems to have 

been something o f a f e t e l a s t i n g some days and w h i c h i n v o l v e d , 

i n a d d i t i o n t o the f e a s t , d a n c i n g , g a m b l i n g , and v a r i o u s c o m p e t i 

t i o n s . Thus the o v e r a l l tone o f t h i s ceremony seems to have been 

d i f f e r e n t and more o b v i o u s l y geared t o e n c o u r a g i n g i n t e r a c t i o n 

o f v a r i o u s k i n d s and a l l o w i n g the p a r t i c i p a n t s to become more 

5. T h i s o c c u r r e d i n or around Ross R i v e r c.10,15. We were t o l d o f 
a n o t h e r o f t h e s e ceremonies t a k i n g p l a c e a t Husky Bog C i t y o r 
R u s s e l P o s t (c.1930-1935 ) on the F o r t h M a c m i l l a n r i v e r . T h i s 
seems t o have been v e r y s i m i l a r t o the K a s i n i ceremony and 
took p l a c e between Tutchone and S l a v e s p e a k e r s who had 
p r e v i o u s l y t r a d e d out o f P o r t S e l k i r k and P o r t Forman p o s t s 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
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f i r m l y acquainted.. 
T y p i c a l l y the a c t i v i t i e s began w i t h something called, a 

"wolverine party" i n which those.who were se r v i n g the food c a l l e d 
everyone to eat and then, when a l l were present, p r o v i d i n g only 
the smallest amounts of food and drink to each person. This was 
p r o f f e r r e d i n a s i n g l e p l a t e and cup served from o l d containers 
and was r e j e c t e d by the would be r e c i p i e n t s v/ith exclamations of 
mock i n d i g n a t i o n and charges that they had been t r i c k e d i n t o 
coming to eat w i t h wolverines, whose I n d i s c r i m i n a t e e a t i n g h a b i t s 
were w e l l known. E v e n t u a l l y the r e a l f e a s t was presented, and 
i n t h i s i t was c l e a r that every c o n s i d e r a t i o n had been given to 
the convenience and s a t i s f a c t i o n of the r e c i p i e n t s . Only new 
pots were used i n the pre p a r a t i o n and s e r v i c e of p a r t i c u l a r foods, 
and d i f f e r e n t .cuts and. kinds of meat were served s e p a r a t e l y . 
Thus every i n d i v i d u a l could s e l e c t what he v/anted to eat i n 
accordance w i t h h i s own i d i o s y n c r a t i c food avoidances without 
danger that the container and i t s contents had been contaminated 
by previous contact w i t h a forbidden food. 

The one obvious c o n t r a s t , ' a t l e a s t on the surface, 
between t h i s f e a s t and the "feeding the hunters" ceremony i s the 
way the d i v i s i o n of labour emerged among the p a r t i c i p a n t s : f o r 
t h i s d i d not i n v o l v e a d i v i s i o n along moiety l i n e s . I t i n v o l v e d 
a separation i n terms of those aggregates of people whom the 
deceased and h i s (her) spouse had r e s p e c t i v e l y designated 
£S'c)gr\^ (my people) p r i o r to t h e i r marriage to each other. I t 
was only very o c c a s i o n a l l y that a newly married couple would 
represent one of the only l i n k a g e s between l a r g e aggregates of 
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p e o p l e . However, f o r v a r i o u s r e a s o n s t h i s sometimes happened, 

and i n the h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d i n q u e s t i o n t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h i c h 

h e l p e d b r i n g such a s i t u a t i o n about i n v o l v e d the a r b i t r a r y -

a t t r a c t i o n of a new t r a p p i n g p o s t and the s p o r a d i c opening and 

c l o s i n g o f t r a p p i n g p o s t s g e n e r a l l y . I n any event the o p p o s i t i o n 

i n v o l v e d a "my p e o p l e " / " o t h e r p e o p l e " d i s t i n c t i o n w i t h the 

" p e o p l e " o f the deceased t e m p o r a r i l y f o r m i n g a c o - o p e r a t i v e u n i t 

to p r o v i d e f o r and s e r v e the " o t h e r s " . T h i s o p p o s i t i o n was 

a c h i e v e d because o f the r e l a t i v e degree o f a c q u a i n t a n c e s h i p 

o f those i n v o l v e d and was f o c u s e d on the o n l y l i n k , o r the o n l y 

r e c e n t l i n k , t h a t e x i s t e d between a "we" and " t h e y " . I n the two 

a g g r e g a t e s , t h i s o p p o s i t i o n was bound to d i s s i p a t e and l o s e 

r e l e v a n c e as b o u n d a r i e s o f e x c l u s i o n and i n c l u s i o n became 

r e a r r a n g e d i n the new ambience. 

These v a r i o u s a c t i v i t i e s seem to c e n t e r on two r e l a t e d 

q u e s t i o n s o r problems t h a t were posed, by the event o f someone's 

d y i n g . Taken t o g e t h e r , t h e y a r e s i m p l y a sweeping acknowledgment 

o f the event; t a k e n p i e c e m e a l they c a r v e out and r e v e a l narrow 

sp h e r e s o f s i g n i f i c a n c e . One o f t h e s e i n v o l v e s a broad and r a t h e r 

e c l e c t i c d e f i n i t i o n o f b o u n d a r i e s and an emphasis on the d i f f e r e n c e 

between the l i v i n g and the dead. A shaman, f o r i n s t a n c e , 

f u n c t i o n e d , to l o c a t e and r i t u a l l y c i r c u m s c r i b e a s p i r i t i n a 

p a r t i c u l a r domain ( m a t e r i a l o r t r a n s c e n d e n t a l ) . . Whether he 

r e l o c a t e d i t among the l i v i n g o r a t t e m p t e d t o ensure i t a speedy 

passage to the heavens, w h i c h was most f r e q u e n t l y the case, h i s 

main concern, was to e x o r c i z e i t from the s t r u c t u r a l l y ambiguous 

p o s i t i o n o f an earth-bound g h o s t . I n o t h e r words the m i d d l e 

p l a c e was e x c l u d e d e m o t i o n a l l y and i n t e l l e c t u a l l y , but n o t 
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phenomenally; f o r i t could be, and was, populated by ghosts. 
To avoid a t t r a c t i n g a s p i r i t from prolonging h i s attachment to 
the l i v i n g , other precautions were also taken such as a v o i d i n g 
b u r i a l or cremation s i t e s and burning (rendering ethereal) the 
personal possessions of the deceased. 'But t h i s d i d not mean that 
the s p i r i t s of the dead were i n themselves dangerous or even a 
matter f o r concern; i t was only when the dead and the l i v i n g 
i n t e r a c t e d that things could become unpredi c t a b l e and dangerous. 
I n t h i s regard i t i s worth repeating t h a t s t a r s , which were s p i r i t s 
of the dead w i t h no mundane i n t e r e s t s , were not pointed at f o r 
f e a r that t h i s might a t t r a c t t h e i r a t t e n t i o n and induce them to 
r e t u r n to e a r t h . However, s t a r - s p i r i t s were i n themselves of 
l i t t l e i n t e r e s t to the K a s i n i s i n c e , as manifestations of the 
dead, they were so c l e a r l y removed from the l i v i n g . I t was only 
when the d i f f e r e n c e s were not maintained, as when a t t r a c t i n g a 
s t a r - s p i r i t to earth, or not yet f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d , as immediately 
a f t e r a person's death, that problems could a r i s e . 

W i t h i n t h i s framework of post-mortem a c t i v i t y , and 
counterposed to the attempt to c o n t r o l the s p i r i t of the deceased 
and ensure a separation between the l i v i n g and dead, K a s i n i a l s o 
attempted to r e s t a t e i n general terms the d i f f e r e n c e s and 
r e l a t i o n s h i p that obtained between the l i v i n g . In t h i s chapter 
we have surveyed a number of symbolic expressions that are analogoiis 
i n various ways to t h e ' d e a d / l i v i n g o p p o s i t i o n . One of these was 
the o p p o s i t i o n man/woman." In the a c t i v i t i e s we are d i s c u s s i n g , 
t h i s second o p p o s i t i o n emerges again, although i n t h i s case i t i s 
not simply man/woman that i s evident, but the s p e c i f i c o p p o s i t i o n 
husband/wife. This a s s e r t i o n i s c l e a r l y supported i f we consider 
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t h e ceremony " f e e d i n g the h u n t e r s " and remember t h a t i t i n v o l v e d 

p e o p l e o f o p p o s i t e m o i e t i e s . H u n t i n g and a c t i v i t i e s away from 

t h e camp were g e n e r a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h men, j u s t as were c o o k i n g 

and camp o r i e n t e d a c t i v i t i e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h women. I n i t s e l f 

t h i s draws out the female/male o p p o s i t i o n i n t h a t i t e x p l i c i t l y 

i n v o l v e s an adumbration o f the f u n c t i o n a l c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y w h i c h 

K a s i n i a t t r i b u t e d t o such r e l a t i o n s h i p s . As we s h a l l l e a r n i n 

c h a p t e r e i g h t , however, among those male-female r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

t h a t obtained-between pe o p l e i n o p p o s i t e m o i e t i e s , the o n l y one 

t h a t was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by f u n c t i o n a l c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y was t h a t 

between husband'and w i f e . Thus we have groups o f people 

r e p r e s e n t i n g a r e l a t i o n s h i p t h a t was thought o f , and i n d e e d 

apprehended i n the o r d i n a r y course o f K a s i n i a f f a i r s , as o b t a i n i n g 

between two p e o p l e . The f a c t t h a t t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p c o u l d have 

been r e p r e s e n t e d i n numerous o t h e r ways i n d i c a t e s how s u g g e s t i v e 

such a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n must have been t o the p a r t i c i p a n t s ; but 

perhaps no o t h e r way o f e x p r e s s i n g t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p would have 

been so c o g e n t l y r e i n f o r c e d by h a b i t u a l e x p e r i e n c e o r so e a s i l y 

p e r f o r m e d . I n t h i s r e g a r d one need o n l y r e f l e c t on the r e l a t i v e 

d i f f i c u l t y o f e x p r e s s i n g the same r e l a t i o n s h i p i f one chose, 

i n t h i s c o n t e x t , t o m a n i p u l a t e and d i s p l a y the r e c o g n i z e d and -

analogous c o n t r a s t s between, f o r example, mind and head. 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p man/woman we have a l r e a d y c h a r a c t e r i z e d 

as a " b a l a n c e d d u a l i t y " and i n o r d e r t o a p p r e c i a t e i t more f u l l y 

i n t h i s c o n t e x t i t i s w o r t h a n t i c i p a t i n g here some f e a t u r e s o f 

the husband/wife r e l a t i o n s h i p t h a t we c o n s i d e r i n depth i n 

subsequent c h a p t e r s . ( l ) D e s p i t e d i f f e r e n c e s o f moiety and perhaps 
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even s u b s t a n t i a l d i f f e r e n c e s i n age the '.'powers" o f husband and 

w i f e were not m u t u a l l y h a r m f u l and were c o n s i d e r e d b r o a d l y 

e q u i v a l e n t i n n a t u r e . (2) There was no c o m p e t i t i o n between husband 

and w i f e v / i t h r e s p e c t to the v a r i o u s economic a c t i v i t i e s t h e y 

p e r f o r m e d . I n t h i s c o n t e x t an advantage was a l w a y s . " j o i n t l y , 

r e a l i z e d . (3) U n l i k e arrangements between any o t h e r two c a t e g o r i e s 

o f p e o p l e , t h a t between husband and w i f e endured. These p r o p e r t i e s 

o f e q u a l i t y , s t a b i l i t y and p e r - d u r a b i l i t y were t o be found i n 

c o m b i n a t i o n o n l y i n a m a r r i a g e u n i o n and were, i n t h i s form, 

unique t o K a s i n i e x p e r i e n c e . As we s h a l l see, a l l o t h e r s o c i a l 

r e l a t i o n s were c h a r a c t e r i z e d , s e p a r a t e l y o r i n c o m b i n a t i o n , by 

i n e q u a l i t y , c o m p e t i t i o n , or t r a n s i e n c e . 

T h i s s t a t i c o r d e r , t h i s " b a l a n c e d d u a l i t y " , w h i c h ^ a s i n i 

employed i n t h i s c o n t e x t , p r e c i s e l y c o u n t e r e d t h e d i s o r d e r and 

l a c k of c l a r i t y engendered by d e a t h , w h i c h muddled the 

b o u n d a r i e s between the m a t e r i a l and t r a n s c e n d e n t a l by a l l o w i n g 

t h i n g s , c o r p s e s and detached s p i r i t s , to s e t t l e u n c o m f o r t a b l y 

and d a n g e r o u s l y between the s y m b o l i c seams. The o r d e r , w h i c h i n 

t h i s case s i m p l y r e a f f i r m e d a v i e w p o i n t , was n e i t h e r d e v e l o p 

mental n o r t r a n s i t i o n a l i n n a t u r e and hence was i t s e l f c o u n t e r e d , 

o r a t l e a s t c o n s t a n t l y c h a l l e n g e d by such events as d e a t h , 

m a t u r a t i o n and, a s we s h a l l see p r e s e n t l y , r e l a t i o n s i n v o l v i n g 

c o m p e t i t o r s and s t r a n g e r s . I t d i d n o t f u n c t i o n t o deny o r g l o s s 

o v er such t h i n g s but r a t h e r i t was the means, the b a s e - l i n e o f 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , whereby such t h i n g s c o u l d be acknowledged, .judged 

coped, v / i t h and even, i n some r e s p e c t s , e x p e r i e n c e d . 



177 

Summary 

Throughout t h e r a t h e r d i s c u r s i v e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f K a s i n i 

i d e a s , c a t e g o r i e s and a c t i v i t i e s i n t h i s c h a p t e r we have been 

concerned w i t h d i s p l a y i n g a s p e c i f i c k i n d o f s t r u c t u r a l c o n t i n u i t y . 

To t h i s e x t e n t our e n q u i r y has the appearance o f marking time f o r 

we s i m p l y found what we a l r e a d y c l a i m e d t o be t h e r e . However, 

i t s h o u l d be remembered t h a t i n t h i s r e g a r d the r e l a t i o n s h i p 

examined i s i n f a c t based on K a s i n i i d e a s and not s i m p l y a 

convenience we have adopted to a r t i c u l a t e a g e n e r a l argument. We 

adopted the terms t r a n s c e n d e n t a l and ma t e r i a l as a c o n v e n i e n t 

method o f d e s c r i b i n g the a x i s a l o n g w h i c h the r e l a t i o n s h i p o f 

b a l a n c e d d u a l i t y r e g u l a r l y found e x p r e s s i o n . T h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p 

i s based on the premise t h a t t h e r e i s a double a s p e c t t o a l l 

phenomena;: one t h a t i s e v i d e n t t o the senses the o t h e r t h a t i s 

beyond d i s c r i m i n a t i o n by the s e n s e s . Every o b j e c t , a c t i v i t y and 

event i n p r i n c i p l e p o s s e s s e d t h i s d u a l i t y f o r K a s i n i and i t was 

one way th e y r e c o g n i z e d and e x p r e s s e d r e l a t i o n s h i p . Together 

t r a n s c e n d e n t a l - m a t e r i a l c o n s t i t u t e d a u n i t y i n w h i c h n e i t h e r 

d i m e n s i o n was more o r l e s s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a n the o t h e r . I n some 

i n s t a n c e s , as we saw w i t h "mind" and " a n i m a l - p e o p l e " , the t r a n s c e n 

d e n t a l d i m e n s i o n was p o s t u l a t e d , i n o t h e r s i t emerged as a c o n t r a s t 

i n g f e a t u r e based on sense p e r c e p t i o n , e.g., u n i d e n t i f i e d n o i s e s / 

i d e n t i f i e d n o i s e s , a m o r p h o u s / s t r u c t u r e d , i n v i s i b l e / v i s i b l e , 

i n t a n g i b l e / t a n g i b l e , e t c . I n t h e c h a p t e r s w h i c h f o l l o w we encounte 

t h i s same d u a l i t y as we examine s p e c i f i c c o n t e x t s o f K a s i n i i n t e r 

a c t i o n and the pr e m i s e s w h i c h u n d e r l i e t h e i r r e c o g n i t i o n and 

p o r t r a y a l o f s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . " 
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CHAPTER V I I  

SUBORDINATION AND SOCIAL DI STANCE 

We co n c l u d e d e a r l i e r t h a t c o n t a c t v / i t h b o t h t r a n s c e n 

d e n t a l and m a t e r i a l d i m e n s i o n s was n e c e s s a r y f o r K a s i n i s u r v i v a l 

and t h a t an i n d i v i d u a l , b e i n g born w i t h o u t t h i s double c o n t a c t , 

had i n i t i a l l y t o depend on o t h e r s . We s h a l l now t r y t o develop 

some i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e s e K a s i n i i d e a s on s u p e r - s u b o r d i n a t e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s as they d e r i v e from t h e i r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f t h e 

r e l a t i v e p o t e n cy o f i n d i v i d u a l power. We a l s o w i s h t o demonstrate 

how t h e s e i d e a s r e l a t e t o s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s . The n o t i o n o f 

s u b o r d i n a t i o n had no meaning o u t s i d e the s p e c i f i c framework o f 

i d e a s t h e K a s i n i had c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p s t o .one a n o t h e r . 

Consequently, we are r e q u i r e d t o examine s p e c i f i c r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 

n o t g e n e r a l i z e d r e l a t i o n s h i p s between broad s e c t o r s o f the 

p o p u l a t i o n such as those i d e n t i f i e d above as i n d i v i d u a l s c e n t r a l 

( p r o v i d e r s ) and p e r i p h e r a l (dependents) t o b a s i c economic 

a c t i v i t i e s . 

D e s p i t e the r a t h e r r i g o r o u s environment K a s i n i gave 

l i t t l e heed to p a r t i c u l a r dangers o r d i s c o m f o r t s . To be sure 

most o f o u r i n f o r m a n t s who had matured p r i o r t o 1950 c l a i m e d t o 

have had e x p e r i e n c e s when no f o o d , o r a t l e a s t v e r y l i t t l e , was 

a v a i l a b l e f o r up t o a week a t a t i m e . Everyone had made w a l k s 

o f 20-30 m i l e s w i t h o u t sustenance o f any k i n d , and c e r t a i n l y e v e r y 

h u n t e r had found h i m s e l f , a t a l l seasons o f the y e a r , away from' 

camp f o r two o r t h r e e n i g h t s w i t h l i t t l e f o o d o r s h e l t e r . I t 

would be a m i s t a k e , however, t o vi e w K a s i n i r e c o g n i t i o n and 

e x p e r i e n c e o f hunger, exposure and e x h a u s t i o n as i n any way 
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o b s e s s i v e o r c o l o u r i n g t h e i r i n t e r e s t s and a t t i t u d e s toward l i f e . 

F o r w h i l e they knew s c a r c i t y , d i s c o m f o r t and e x h a u s t i o n , t h e y a l s o 

knew abundance, the p l e a s u r e s o f s h e l t e r e d camps w i t h adequate 

heat and p r o t e c t i o n , and what i t was to r e s t in. comfort f o r days 

a t a t i m e . 

We h e a r d many s t o r i e s o f f a t a l and n e a r f a t a l mishaps 

but v i r t u a l l y always t h e y had an u n d e r c u r r e n t o f d i s a s t e r a v e r t e d , 

r e s o l v e d or somehow made c o m p r e h e n s i b l e . T h i s does not mean t h a t 

s e r i o u s e v e nts were m i n i m i z e d o r made l i g h t o f ; f o r c e r t a i n l y 

K a s i n i r e c o g n i z e d the e v e r p r e s e n t dangers and i n c o n v e n i e n c e s as 

v e r y t a n g i b l e problems i n d e e d . But i t does, we t h i n k , i n d i c a t e 

t h a t such t h i n g s were a p p r e c i a t e d i n a much w i d e r c o n t e x t t h a n i s 

f r e q u e n t l y suggested i n t h e l i t e r a t u r e on n o r t h e r n h u n t i n g p e o n i e s . 

A g a i n and a g a i n i n the s t o r i e s we h e a r d c o n c e r n i n g the p e r s o n a l 

t r i a l s o f the i n f o r m a n t s themselves o r o f p e o p l e t h e y had known., 

we were l e d t h r o u g h a s e r i e s o f events t o a p o i n t where the c e n t r a l 

c h a r a c t e r a c h i e v e d h i s o r h e r d e s i r e d g o a l . T h i s might i n v o l v e 

n o t h i n g more s p e c i f i c t h a n s t a y i n g a l i v e , but b e i n g a b l e t o do so 

was u n d e r s t a n d a b l y as s i g n i f i c a n t as the t r i b u l a t i o n s endured. I n 

t h e r e c o u n t i n g , what was emphasized was why t h e events had o c c u r r e d , 

how t h e y had been overcome, o r why some i n d i v i d u a l s had a c h i e v e d 

more su c c e s s t h a n o t h e r s . I n e v e r y i n s t a n c e t h e s e e x p l a n a t i o n s ' 

r e f e r r e d t o r u l e s and c i r c u m s c r i p t i o n s w h i c h bounded the l i f e o f 

e v e r y K a s i n i i n b o t h a p u b l i c and p r i v a t e manner. These b o u n d a r i e s 

were o f two g e n e r a l k i n d s : t h o s e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h abundance, good 

f o r t u n e , and h e a l t h , and those connected w i t h the absence of 

s c a r c i t y , m i s f o r t u n e , and s i c k n e s s . 
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Throughout l i f e a p e r s o n accumulated p r o h i b i t i o n s and 

p r e s c r i p t i o n s from s p e c i f i c c l a s s e s o f a n i m a l - p e o p l e . Observance 

o f t h e s e was b e l i e v e d t o s u s t a i n c o n t a c t w i t h the a n i m a l - p e o p l e 

who p r o v i d e d the knowledge and t e c h n i q u e s t o succeed. E x e r c i s e 

o f t h e s e was not r e s e r v e d f o r c r i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n s o n l y , and any 

i n d i v i d u a l c o u l d choose and pursue s e l e c t e d g o a l s — even a t the 

expense o f o t h e r s . I t was t h e r e f o r e u n d e r s t o o d t h a t one 

i n d i v i d u a l c o u l d "overpower" a n o t h e r as i t were, m a x i m i z i n g h i s 

own ends w h i l e d e c r e a s i n g the chance o f o t h e r s to cope e f f e c t i v e l y 

i n a s i t u a t i o n where b o t h p a r t i e s were competing f o r the same 

r e s o u r c e s . I t was a t the same time c l e a r t h a t t h i s o v e r p o w e r i n g 

d i d n o t n e c e s s a r i l y e n t a i l c o n s c i o u s i n t e n t ; f o r the a n i m a l -

p e o p l e o f the dominant i n d i v i d u a l l o o k e d to h i s i n t e r e s t s even 

when he h i m s e l f d i d not know where t h e y might l i e . We w i l l 

e l a b o r a t e on t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h i s p r e s e n t l y . The p o i n t s we 

w i s h t o s t r e s s here a re t h a t s u c c e s s was i n t e r p r e t e d as a f u n c t i o n 

o f p e r s o n a l power and t h i s c o u l d , under c e r t a i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 

be seen to r e s u l t i n o n e - s i d e d b e n e f i t s . 

The c i r c u m s c r i p t i o n s and b o u n d a r i e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

i n d i v i d u a l power were n o t p u b l i c knowledge; f o r g e n e r a l l y t h e y 

were n o t the con c e r n o f anybody but the p e r s o n i n v o l v e d . However, 

a spouse might share a s p e c i f i c f o o d a v o i d a n c e w i t h h i s or h e r 

m a r r i a g e p a r t n e r , and t h e i r e a t i n g u t e n s i l s might be marked so 

t h a t o t h e r s would not make the e r r o r o f p l a c i n g f o r b i d d e n foods 

on t h e i r p l a t e s . To some e x t e n t t h i s appears t o have been a 

m a t t e r o f domestic c o n v e n i e n c e ; f o r a j o i n t p o s s e s s i o n o f power 

was n o t i m p l i e d . Such s h a r i n g between spouses c o u l d a l s o r e s u l t 
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f r o m c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h a shaman who might diagnose the cause o f 

m i s f o r t u n e i n a way t h a t hound" b o t h p a r t n e r s and perhaps some o f 

t h e i r immediate dependents t o the l o n g t e r m remedies p r e s c r i b e d — 

u s u a l l y f o o d a v o i d a n c e s . The p r o s c r i p t i o n from one s h a m a n i s t i c 

c o n s u l t a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g a woman's p h y s i c a l a i l m e n t , f o r example, 

was t h a t b o t h she and h e r spouse were to a v o i d e a t i n g o r h a v i n g 

any c o n t a c t w i t h the neck o f c a r i b o u . Some time l a t e r t h i s same 

co u p l e s u f f e r e d two months o f bad h u n t i n g and h a v i n g t h e i r t e n t 

and most o f t h e i r b e l o n g i n g s b u r n t , and t h e s e were dia g n o s e d 

by a n o t h e r shaman as t h e r e s u l t o f the a c t i v i t i e s o f a g h o s t . 

The g h o s t was i d e n t i f i e d as one who had d i e d seven y e a r s b e f o r e , 

and i t s d e s t r u c t i v e c o n c e r n was e x p l a i n e d by the f a c t s t h a t 

disagreement between the deceased and the male v i c t i m o r t a r g e t 

had o c c u r r e d j u s t p r i o r to the d e a t h , and t h a t a few months b e f o r e 

t h e m i s f o r t u n e s took p l a c e the woman had made some c a s u a l but 

wry mention o f the f a c t t h a t t h e form o f a p a r t i c u l a r u p - t u r n e d 

r o o t resembled the d i s t i n c t i v e manner i n w h i c h t h e deceased used 

t o k n e e l w h i l e s t u d y i n g t r a c k s . The s h a m a n i s t i c remedies i n t h i s 

case e n t a i l e d f o r the c o u p l e , and t h o s e o f t h e i r dependents who 

s h a r e d i n t h e m i s f o r t u n e , a v o i d a n c e o f a p a r t i c u l a r s p e c i e s o f 

f i s h w h i c h was known t o be a f o o d a v o i d e d , f o r unknown r e a s o n s , 

by the shaman h i m s e l f . I t i s w o r t h n o t i n g t h a t an a d u l t d a u g h t e r 

o f the c o u p l e , l i v i n g w i t h h e r spouse and c h i l d r e n i n a s e p a r a t e 

d o m e s t i c group from h e r p a r e n t s , d i d not e x p e r i e n c e the same 

m i s f o r t u n e s and n e i t h e r she n o r anyone e l s e f e l t i t n e c e s s a r y 

f o r h e r t o observe the f o o d p r o s c r i p t i o n s adopted by h e r p a r e n t s 

and younger s i b l i n g s . 
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The K a s i n i a l s o o b s e r v e d many r u l e s w h i c h a f f e c t e d b road 

c l a s s e s o f p e o p l e and t h e t r a n s g r e s s i o n o f w h i c h c o u l d have 

d e t r i m e n t a l and sweeping consequences. F o r i n s t a n c e , i f anyone 

were t o k i l l t h e p i k a , a s m a l l h e r b i v o r e t h a t l i v e s i n r o c k y 

t e r r a i n a t h i g h a l t i t u d e s , i t was thought t h a t a premature advance 

o f snow and c o l d weather would r e s u l t . S i n c e movement a t h i g h 

a l t i t u d e s t o o k p l a c e p r i m a r i l y d u r i n g the h u n t i n g season from l a t e 

August t o O c t o b e r such a t r a n s g r e s s i o n c o u l d s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i n d e r 

t h e p r o d u c t i v e a c t i v i t i e s o f a l l who l i v e d i n . t h e a r e a whether 

o r n o t they were i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e t r a n s g r e s s o r . The one 

r e c o r d e d case c o n c e r n i n g t h e i n f r a c t i o n o f t h i s r u l e i n v o l v e d a 

young boy who k i l l e d a p i k a t o s a t i s f y h i s hunger w h i l e out 

h u n t i n g i n t h e m ountains. At the time the boy t o l d nobody what 

he had done, but t h e heavy snows and c o l d winds w h i c h ensued 

w i t h i n a few days made him v e r y a p p r e h e n s i v e and he soon a d m i t t e d 

to h i s mother what had happened. F o r t u n a t e l y , h i s mother's 

f a t h e r was a p o w e r f u l shaman and l i v i n g i n t h e same d o m e s t i c 

group as t h e boyI " Be was a b l e t o s t o p t h e snow and i n d u c e 

r e t u r n o f more temperate c o n d i t i o n s . One p a r t o f h i s r e a c t i o n 

was t o p l a c e t h e boy under t h e i n j u n c t i o n o f n o t e a t i n g a p a r t i c u l a r 

s p e c i e s o f b e r r y . When the s t o r y was t o l d t o us the boy — now 

an e l d e r l y man — had l e t t h i s c o n s t r a i n t l a p s e as he e v e n t u a l l y 

came t o suspect i t had l o n g s i n c e s e r v e d i t s purpose and was 

perhaps n o t h i n g more t h a n a punishment t h a t an i r r i t a t e d g r a n d 

f a t h e r w i s h e d t o i n f l i c t on a n e g l i g e n t and w i l f u l g randson. 

I t w i l l be a p p a r e n t from t h e s e b r i e f i l l u s t r a t i o n s t h a t 

K a s i n i found i t n e c e s s a r y to defend t h e m s e l v e s a g a i n s t u n c o n t r o l l a b l e 
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n e g l i g e n c e or i g n o r a n c e of o t h e r s , a c t i v i t y o f the dead and 

c o m p e t i t i v e i n t e r e s t s o f the l i v i n g . F o r the most p a r t the power 

o f each a d u l t was s u f f i c i e n t t o cope w i t h everyday a f f a i r s and t h e 

m i n o r s e t b a c k s w h i c h t h e s e were bound to b r i n g . But as we have 

seen t h e r e were o c c a s i o n s when i t was n e c e s s a r y t o seek a s s i s t a n c e 

f r o m t h o s e p o s s e s s i n g s u p e r i o r power. We a r e e n t i r e l y u n c e r t a i n 

as t o the b a s i s f o r s e l e c t i n g one shaman o v e r a n o t h e r but we 

s u s p e c t i t had a g r e a t d e a l t o do w i t h g e o g r a p h i c a l p r o x i m i t y 

and s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h d i d n o t suggest t h a t t h e shaman 

h i m s e l f was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e p a r t i c u l a r problem a t hand. I n 

t h e case o f ghost- e x o r c i s m d e s c r i b e d above, the shaman was 

a p p a r e n t l y hot c o n t a c t e d f o r o ver a month a f t e r t h e camn had been 

b u r n t out and even t h e n i t appears t o have f o l l o w e d on a chance 

meetin g a t the Ross R i v e r p o s t . Nor i s i t c l e a r , even, how 

shamans a t t a i n e d t h e i r s t a t u s . I n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r case th e term 

o f r e f e r e n c e t^L&L .was n e v e r assumed by the i n d i v i d u a l or. a c c o r d e d 

him as a term o f a d d r e s s . He was s i m p l y r e f e r r e d t o by t h i s 

t erm as a r e s u l t o f h i s w i l l i n g n e s s and p r o v e n a b i l i t y t o h e l p 

o t h e r s . We s u s p e c t t h a t some i n d i v i d u a l s became shamans by 

f o r c e o f c i r c u m s t a n c e — they a c t e d d u r i n g emergencies when no 

o t h e r h e l p was a v a i l a b l e . To t h e e x t e n t t h a t t h e i r t r e a t m e n t was 

s u c c e s s f u l t h e y would be c a l l e d on a g a i n and t h e i r r e p u t a t i o n 

would g r a d u a l l y grow. I t was a l s o t r u e , however, t h a t r e c o g n i z e d 

shamans o f t e n a t t e m p t e d to pass on t h e i r power t o others- b e f o r e 

t h e y d i e d . T h i s , o f c o u r s e , d i d n o t n e c e s s a r i l y mean t h a t power 

was a c t u a l l y t r a n s m i t t e d but i t c o u l d i n f l u e n c e t h e c h o o s i n g o f 

such a p e r s o n when o t h e r s o f p r o v e n a b i l i t y were n o t a v a i l a b l e . 
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T h i s , i n f a c t , took p l a c e i n 1944 when an i n f a n t boy became v e r y 

i l l . A man who had n e v e r f u n c t i o n e d as a shaman b e f o r e was s e n t 

f o r ; however, h i s g r a n d f a t h e r (MMB) had been a p o w e r f u l shaman, 

and i t was known t h a t when he was v e r y e l d e r l y he had t r i e d t o 

pass on h i s power to h i s grandson (ZDS), t h e n a boy o f about 

seven y e a r s o f age. A t the time o f t h e i n c i d e n t the p o t e n t i a l 

r e c i p i e n t o f power was about 35 y e a r s o l d . He was l i v i n g w i t h i n 

one day's walk o f the camp o f the s i c k c h i l d . Asked to h e l p by 

t h e f a t h e r o f the s i c k c h i l d , t h e s u s p e c t e d shaman agr e e d t o come 

and see what he c o u l d do. H i s t r e a t m e n t p r o v e d s u c c e s s f u l and 

from t h a t p o i n t on he r e c e i v e d i n c r e a s i n g numbers o f r e q u e s t s f o r 

a s s i s t a n c e and became known as a p o w e r f u l shaman. 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p between i n d i v i d u a l s o f o r d i n a r y power 

and a shaman was one o f dependency. I f a shaman became i l l o r 

s u f f e r e d m i s f o r t u n e he was u n d e r s t o o d t o be beyond h e l p f o r he 

c o u l d go t o none o f t h o s e who came to him, n o r c o u l d he go t o 

a n o t h e r shaman. A c o n s c i o u s d e c i s i o n t o seek a s s i s t a n c e o f a 

shaman had- t o be made by t h o s e who r e q u i r e d h i s h e l p and presumably 

t h e r e were t i m e s when a c h o i c e between shamans was p o s s i b l e . T h i s 

g e n e r a l s i t u a t i o n , i n v o l v i n g as i t does an assessment o f r e l a t i v e 

power and the o p p o r t u n i t y f o r an i n d i v i d u a l to d e c i d e when o t h e r s 

might h e l p him when he was beyond h e l p i n g h i m s e l f , i s i n d i r e c t 

c o n t r a s t t o t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f a young c h i l d , w h o was b o r n w i t h o u t 

p e r s o n a l power o f any k i n d and e n t i r e l y v u l n e r a b l e t o t h e many 

dangerous and m a l e v o l e n t f o r c e s a t l a r g e i n t h e w o r l d around him. 

To cope w i t h l i f e r e q u i r e d a c c e s s t o the t r a n s c e n d e n t a l 

r e a l m o f a n i m a l - p e o p l e . For the most p a r t such a c c e s s was d i r e c t , 
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b u t , as we have seen, t h e r e were t i m e s when e x t r a o r d i n a r y power 

was r e q u i r e d and f o r most p e o p l e t h i s came t h r o u g h the medium o f 

a shaman. Such v i c a r i o u s a c c e s s t o a n i m a l - p e o p l e . was,- however, 

an i n h e r e n t f e a t u r e o f i n f a n c y and i t i g our purpose h e r e to 

d e s c r i b e how K a s i n i a p p r e c i a t e d t h i s f a c t . 

We may b e g i n our c o n s i d e r a t i o n s w i t h the K a s i n i b e l i e f 

t h a t t h e power o f a d u l t s was e i t h e r d e s t r u c t i v e and dangerous, 

o r b e n e f i c i a l and p r o t e c t i v e f o r s p e c i f i c c h i l d r e n . I t i s o u r 

i n t e n t i o n t o demonstrate how broad c l a s s e s o f K a s i n i k i n s h i p 

terms a r e r e l a t e d by t h i s b e l i e f . I n d o i n g so we a r e not concerned 

w i t h the b u s i n e s s o f a p p l y i n g t h e s e terms t o any s p e c i f i c s i t u a t i o n . 

We a r e s i m p l y i n t e r e s t e d i n d e m o n s t r a t i n g how c e r t a i n terms a r e 

r e l a t e d by p a r t i c u l a r i d e a s . The i m p l i c a t i o n s t h i s had f o r 

i n t e r p r e t i n g i n t e r a c t i o n does n o t c o n c e r n us here f o r we a r e 

i n t e r e s t e d i n e l u c i d a t i n g a s p e c i f i c i n t e r p r e t i v e framework, n o t 

i n d e s c r i b i n g the j u g g l i n g s and m a n i p u l a t i o n s o f t h i s framework 

i n t h e p r o c e s s o f i n t e r a c t i o n . 

U n d e r l y i n g the opposed K a s i n i a t t i t u d e s toward the power 

o f d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s o f i n d i v i d u a l s a r e the two c r i t e r i a o f 

m o i e t y membership and sex. I n the s i m p l e t a b l e o f K a s i n i 

a t t i t u d e s t h a t f o l l o w s we i n d i c a t e a p o s i t i v e a t t i t u d e w i t h a +• 1 

s i g n and a n e g a t i v e a t t i t u d e w i t h a - s i g n . E n s u i n g d i s c u s s i o n 

makes i t c l e a r what t h e s e s i g n s s t a n d f o r . 
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T a b l e 7.1 

KASINI ATTITUDES TO CLASSES OP INDIVIDUALS 

O p p o s i t e 
M o i e t y (-) 

Own 
M o i e t y (+) 

O l d e r 
Pemales 

O l d e r 
M a l e s 

O l d e r 
M a l e s 

O l d e r 
Pemales 

(-) (+) (-) (+) 

Two t h i n g s s h o u l d be n o t e d . F i r s t l y t h e r e i s a r e l a t i v e 

a s p e c t t o t h e +• and - s i g n s from w h i c h one c o u l d i n f e r a p o t e n t i a l 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n . F o r i n s t a n c e t h e o l d e r males i n one's own m o i e t y 

a r e a s c r i b e d a - s i g n and y e t we a t t a c h a + s i g n t o the m o i e t y . 

T h i s i s s i m p l y meant t o i n d i c a t e t h a t members o f Ego's own m o i e t y 

a r e p o s i t i v e l y v i ewed v i s - a - v i s members o f t h e o p p o s i t e m o i e t y 

and w i t h i n t h e framework of."own m o i e t y " females a r e p o s i t i v e l y 

v i e w e d v i s - a - v i s m a les. Second l y we a r e c o n s i d e r i n g here o n l y 

g e n e r a l c l a s s e s w h i c h a r e d i s t i n g u i s h e d i n K a s i n i k i n s h i p t e r m i n o l o g y 

as b e i n g o l d e r t h a n Ego. These c l a s s e s r e f e r to a p r o p e r t y o f 

c a t e g o r i e s (see Table o f k i n s h i p terms below) and n o t t o whether 

a p a r t i c u l a r i n d i v i d u a l was o r was n o t o l d e r t h a n Ego. We w i s h t o 

emphasize t h i s p o i n t because K a s i n i e x p r e s s e d t h e i r r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h one a n o t h e r i n a k i n s h i p i d i o m i f t h e y were concerned w i t h 

s u g g e s t i n g s o c i a l p r o x i m i t y and a c e r t a i n k i n d o f o r d e r . I n 

d o i n g so t h e y were n e a r l y always bound t o r e c o g n i z e the c r i t e r i a 

o f g e n e r a t i o n and r e l a t i v e age. However, i m p l i c i t to t h i s 

r e c o g n i t i o n was an assessment o f r e l a t i v e power and th u s d i f f e r e n c e 

i n age and g e n e r a t i o n on t h e l e v e l o f t e r m i n o l o g y , i i r r o l i e d 

d i f f e r e n c e s o f i n d i v i d u a l power. 
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T a b l e 7.2 

CATEGORIES OF PEOPLE OLDER TRAIT EGO I F OPPOSITE MOIETY 

O p p o s i t e M o i e t y 

O l d e r Females: O l d e r Males: 

FM,FM.Z,FZ,SpM MP MFB 

__1A 
F FB 

* I n t h i s t a b l e and t h e n e x t t h e g e n e a l o g i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n s subsumed 
by d i f f e r e n t k i n s h i p t e r m s . a r e t o be t a k e n as i l l u s t r a t i v e r a t h e r 
t h a n f u n d a m e n t a l . I n f a c t a l l o f t h e s e terms c o u l d r e f e r t o t h e 
g e n e a l o g i c a l p o s i t i o n i n d i c a t e d o r anyone whom a p e r s o n i n t h a t 
p o s i t i o n might r e f e r to. as same sexed s i b l i n g o r p a r a l l e l c o u s i n . 
They thus i n d i c a t e a s o c i o l o g i c a l r a t h e r t h a n b i o l o g i c a l p o i n t o f 
d e p a r t u r e . Where f i n e r d i s t i n c t i o n s e x i s t , e.g. between_,£-_l<___ and.. 
£_S."tJcw , we have a s i t u a t i o n w h i c h c o u l d , but need n o t , be 

t r a n s l a t e d as g e n i t o r and g e n i t o r ' s b r o t h e r . The term_^t2x ...refers 
t o p a t e r o r spouse o f _.&Jrt£/_ and thus p o s s e s s e s a meaning t h a t 
can n o t be s e p a r a t e d from t h e c o n t e x t i n w h i c h i t was a p p l i e d . 
The f r e q u e n t i n c i d e n c e o f death and a d o p t i o n produced s i t u a t i o n s 
i n which__£"C<k c o u l d i n f a c t be FB o r any o f f a t h e r ' s male 
p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s and i t was from t h i s p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e , whomever 
i t i n v o l v e d , t h a t £__tcx. was r e c k o n e d . F o r t h e sake o f c o n s i s t e n c j r ' 
i n t h e s e t a b l e s we have adopted t h e e x p e d i e n t o f g i v i n g genea
l o g i c a l l i n k a g e s i n terms o f t h e l i n e a l a l i g n m e n t t h a t i s p a r t i a l l y 
r e f l e c t e d i n the t e r m i n o l o g y and i m p l i e d i n the mo i e t y system. 
I n f a c t t h e r e i s more t h a n one way t o d e s c r i b e a l l - o f t h e s e terms 
f r o m the p o i n t o f view' o f gen e a l o g y . C o n s e q u e n t l y , i n the 
f o l l o w i n g t a b l e t h e t r a n s l a t i o n MMB, f o r i n s t a n c e , c o u l d a l s o be 
d e s c r i b e d as PF and i n some c a s e s , t o the e x t e n t t h a t such 
l i n k a g e s were a c t u a l l y r e c k o n e d , the l a t t e r i s the o n l y p o s s i b l e 
l i n k a g e t h a t c o u l d have been e n v i s i o n e d . We s h o u l d a l s o n o te t h a t 
o u r a b b r e v i a t i o n s SpF and SpM r e f e r t o spouse's f a t h e r o r mother 
and t h i s remains c o n s i s t e n t ' w i t h l ) the f a c t t h a t the: terms 
i n v o l v e d were employed r e g a r d l e s s o f the sex o f the speaker and 
t h a t 2) the K a s i n i made no r e c o g n i t i o n o f sex i n the s i n g l e term 
t h e y used f o r a m a r r i a g e p a r t n e r . . 
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P r o c r e a t i o n and b i r t h t h r o u g h f e m a l e s p r o v i d e d a n a t u r a l 

m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f a r e l a t i o n s h i p w h i c h was c o n s i d e r e d the u s u a l 

b a s i s f o r the a d u l t - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p . Thus g e n e t r i x emerged 

i n most cases as mater and she was a d d r e s s e d by t h e c h i l d as . 

To whomever t h i s term might a p p l y i n f a c t i t d i d c o n s t i t u t e a 

c e n t e r o f r e c o g n i z e d i n t i m a c y between Ego and an o l d e r woman i n 

h i s ( o r h e r ) own m o i e t y who had ca r e d f o r and n u r t u r e d him i n h i s 

i n f a n c y . As a p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e between Ego and a l l o t h e r 

K a s i n i t he r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h A.r\& was t h e r e f o r e r e c o g n i z e d as 

t h e f i r s t and most c r u c i a l one. I n v a r y i n g degrees a l l o t h e r 

c a t e g o r i e s o f p e o p l e were judged t o be more remote and o f t h e s e 

t h e most remote were o l d e r women i n th e .opposite m o i e t y . 

O l d e r women i n t h e o p p o s i t e m o i e t y i n c l u d e d FZ and FM 

and t h e female p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s o f t h e s e two women. The s i n g l e 

term &$v\f was used i n r e f e r r i n g t o any member o f t h i s c l a s s . 

There i s no e v i d e n c e t o suggest t h a t a woman i n t h i s c l a s s was 

n e c e s s a r i l y h a r m f u l t o Ego a l t h o u g h she c o u l d n o t , i f a shaman, 

attempt t o t r a n s m i t power t o Ego w i t h o u t d o i n g harm t o h e r s e l f . 

The s i t u a t i o n i n f a c t was j u s t t he o p p o s i t e f o r i t was thought 

t h a t the i n c i p i e n t power o f a c h i l d c o u l d be r e - i n f o r c e d j u s t as 

a d e q u a t e l y by t h i s c l a s s o f woman as a woman i n Ego's own m o i e t y . 

T h i s , however, was a p o t e n t i a l s o u r c e o f c o n f u s i o n , danger and 

p o l i t i c a l d i s a d v a n t a g e f o r i t was b e l i e v e d t h a t the e x i s t e n t i a l 

f a c t o f .a c h i l d ' s p h y s i c a l dependencies were somehow r e l a t e d t o 

the a l i g n m e n t o f h i s power as i t began t o emerge. As we have 

s a i d t h i s u s u a l l y i n v o l v e d a c h i l d - m a t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p but to t h e 

e x t e n t t h a t t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p was not necessar3.r i t was a r e c o g n i z e d 



p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t the a l i g n m e n t o f power between a d u l t and c h i l d 

c o u l d take any number o f d i f f e r e n t forms. T h i s seems t o have been 

e s p e c i a l l y t r u e f o r boys r a t h e r t h a n g i r l s f o r t h e a l i g n m e n t o f 

male power g e n e r a l l y was more tenuous, i n s u l a r , a n d : l e s s p r e d i c t 

a b l e t h a n t h a t o f f e m a l e s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t d i d mean t h a t a 

p e r s o n ' s power was not n e c e s s a r i l y c o i n c i d e n t w i t h how he might 

c l a s s i f y o t h e r s o r t h e y him f o r i f he, d u r i n g h i s c h i l d h o o d and 

v e r y e a r l y a d o l e s c e n c e , depended on t h e power o f women i n the 

o p p o s i t e m o i e t y i t was p o s s i b l e t h a t m o i e t y membership and k i n s h i p 

t e r m i n o l o g y ' w o u l d n o t r e f l e c t the customary i m p l i c a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g 

t h e power o f t h i s i n d i v i d u a l and anyone e l s e . C o n sequently, the 

v a r i o u s a t t i t u d e s w h i c h a t t e n d e d t h e power o f g e n e r a l c l a s s e s 

o f p e o p l e , e.g., own m o i e t y and o p p o s i t e m o i e t y members, would 

n o t a l l o w anyone t o a n t i c i p a t e the r e a l but h i d d e n f a c t s o f power 

a l i g n m e n t . A l t e r , i n o t h e r words, might p o s s e s s o r develop 

power a l i g n e d w i t h those i n the o p p o s i t e moiety t o Ego a l t h o u g h 

Ego would c a t e g o r i z e A l t e r as a member o f h i s own m o i e t y . As 

we s h a l l see, a l a c k o f correspondence between power a l i g n m e n t and 

r e c o g n i z e d m o i e t y a f f i l i a t i o n c o u l d have dangerous consequences 

f o r t h o s e concerned. 

The r e s u l t o f t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e s e i d e a s was t h a t 

t h o s e i n the o p p o s i t e m o i e t y who were c a t e g o r i z e d bjr t h e t e r m . t S ^ x t _ 

( e . g . PZ and FM) were seldom c o n s i d e r e d f o r any e x t e n s i v e c h i l d 

c a r e and were not c o n s i d e r e d a t a l l as p o s s i b l e adoptees o f a 

c h i l d . We have r e c o r d e d o n l y one case i l l u s t r a t i n g such an 

arrangement. I t i n v o l v e d the death o f the &<0«££ o f f i v e 

c h i l d r e n . Our i n f o r m a n t was a woman o f o v e r f i f t y y e a r s o f age 
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and she was the o l d e s t o f the f i v e s i b l i n g s . A t the time o f the 

mother's d e a t h t h i s woman was f i f t e e n y e a r s o l d and she was l i v i n g 

w i t h h e r f a t h e r (_t"t_o>_\ and h e r s i b l i n g s i n a p l a c e w h i c h was much 

c l o s e r t o h e r J5 \A t (FZ a n d FM) t h a n t o h e r 5lAc (FM) o r any 

of h e r _gjnJS. (MZ's). The time was e a r l y f a l l and hence p e d e s t r i a n 

t r a v e l was s t i l l r e q u i r e d . As a consequence the f a t h e r took 

the e x p e d i e n t o f j o i n i n g up w i t h the do m e s t i c group composed o f 

h i s p a r e n t s , h i s s i s t e r and h e r spouse, and h i s s i s t e r ' s c h i l d r e n . 

A f t e r w h i c h he s e t o f f to i n f o r m h i s spouse's p a r e n t s o f the 

de a t h o f t h e i r d a u g h t e r . The o l d e s t daughter ( i . e . our i n f o r m a n t ) 

t h o u g h t t h a t a l l the c h i l d r e n s h o u l d accompanjr t h e i r f a t h e r and 

go and s t a y v / i t h t h e i r *>\KC She o b j e c t e d t o the arrangement 

h e r f a t h e r had made on the grounds t h a t h e r t$v\c would " t a k e " 

th e younger c h i l d r e n . A p p a r e n t l y t h e r e was no l i k e l i h o o d the 

c h i l d r e n would be f o r c e d to s t a y w i t h t h e i r _ . £l?.(At_._in a p h y s i c a l 

sense; the g i r l ' s a p p r e h e n s i o n concerned the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t 

th e c h i l d r e n would be permanently i n f l u e n c e d by b e i n g i n p r o x i m i t y 

t o t he power o f their_£5iAc w i t h o u t any i n s u l a t i o n , as i t were, 

from their_"B>\\e o r t h e i r ...cxfl^L . 

S i m i l a r t o a v o i d a n c e o f o l d e r women i n the o p p o s i t e 

m o i e t y , but n a r r o w e r i n e x p r e s s i o n , was a v o i d a n c e o f o b j e c t s 

a s s o c i a t e d v / i t h power o f o l d e r men i n the o p p o s i t e m o i e t y . I t 

was customary f o r most young men t o c a r r y a s m a l l bag_\<ujf\Ts_ 

c o n t a i n i n g a few a r t i c l e s assumed t o enhance h u n t i n g a b i l i t i e s 

and l i t t l e e l s e . Items i n such bags were s e l e c t e d on a d v i c e o f 

a n i m a l - p e o p l e and a boy u s u a l l y made one f o r h i m s e l f within a 

few y e a r s a f t e r he o b t a i n e d c o n t a c t . The bag was used a f t e r the 
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young man had matured and t a k e n a spouse, but a f t e r b i r t h o f t h e 

f i r s t c h i l d i t v/as n e c e s s a r y f o r him t o d e s t r o y the bag by f i r e 

i n o r d e r t h a t t h e c h i l d r e n o f h i s spouse would n ot be endangered 

by coming too c l o s e o r a c h i e v i n g p h y s i c a l c o n t a c t v / i t h i t . Young 

men were s a i d to have e x p e r i e n c e d extreme mental d i s c o m f o r t as a 

r e s u l t o f d e s t r o y i n g t h e s e o b j e c t s but n o t t o do so v/ould p l a c e 

s m a l l c h i l d r e n o f t h e o p p o s i t e m o i e t y i n g r e a t danger. 

I f an J?CCK were .not a shaman i t v/as assumed t h a t any 

b e n e f i c i a l r e s u l t s t o be d e r i v e d by h i s c h i l d r e n from h i s power 

came i n d i r e c t l y t h r o u g h h i s p r o v i s i o n o f most o f the raw m a t e r i a l s 

w i t h w h i c h t h e i r _doftJ£ f e d and c l o t h e d them.' The bond between 

JEJA and c h i l d v/as based p r i m a r i l y on f r e q u e n c y o f c o n t a c t and 

q u a l i t y o f e m o t i o n a l attachment t h a t d e v e l o p e d as the c h i l d 

matured. l o r t h i s r e a s o n i t v/as c o n s i d e r e d unwise f o r t h e <ftc\ 

t o d i s c i p l i n e c h i l d r e n o f the o p p o s i t e m o i e t y . I f a s t e r n 

' l e c t u r e o r s p a n k i n g was r e q u i r e d the mother ĉ OcH? o r mother's 

mother_JS.Ut e i t h e r d i d so them s e l v e s o r c a l l e d upon an u n m a r r i e d 

mother's b r o t h e r iSXa^ ."to a d m i n i s t e r such d i s c i p l i n e . The 

q u a l i t y o f the c o n n e c t i o n between f a t h e r and c h i l d i s v / e l l 

e x e m p l i f i e d i n the comment o f an o l d woman who e x p l a i n e d t h a t i f 

a man's spouse d i e d h i s c h i l d r e n v/ould abandon- him and n o t c a r e 

f o r him when he was o l d i f he had been too severe v / i t h them when 

th e y were young. By c o n t r a s t , i n the c o n t e x t o f p r o t e c t i v e power, 

t h e r e seems to have been an i r r e v o c a b l e and much s t r o n g e r 

attachment between Sgo and t h o s e he c a t e g o r i z e d as b e i n g i n h i s 

own m o i e t y . 
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Table 7.5 

CATEGORIES-OF PEOPLE OLDER THAI EGO 

I N OWN MOIETY 

Own M o i e t y 

O l d e r Males O l d e r Females 

MMB, SpF,MB(marr.) 

MB(unmarried) 

MM 

M 

MMZ 

MZ 

B-v-

The p o s i t i v e and, i t c o u l d be s a i d , s y m p a t h e t i c a t t i t u d e 

between members o f t h e same mo i e t y i s e v i d e n t i n t h e few cases 

o f i n h e r i t e d power w h i c h we r e c o r d e d . The attempt t o t r a n s m i t 

power from one m o i e t y t o a n o t h e r was a p p a r e n t l y an i n f r e q u e n t 

o c c u r r e n c e and was i n i t i a t e d o n l y by r e c o g n i s e d shamans. Power 

was passed t h r o u g h the m a t r i l i n e , and one e x p r e s s e d v i e w h e l d 

t h a t a p e r s o n would p r o b a b l y d i e i f any o t h e r t r a n s m i s s i o n were 

a t t e m p t e d . Our s u g g e s t i o n t h a t power might be passed to a member 

o f t h e o p p o s i t e m o i e t y was c o n s i d e r e d i n c r e d i b l e and humorous 

by most. The f o u r cases on wh i c h we were a b l e t o g e t any i n f o r m a 

t i o n , i n v o l v e d shamans who -attempted t o t r a n s m i t power to 

i n d i v i d u a l s i n the f i r s t , second and t h i r d d e s c e n d i n g g e n e r a t i o n : 

M S; MMB -» Z D S ; MB Z D ; MMB Z D D . 

W i t h i n t h i s framework we have q u i t e d i f f e r e n t a t t i t u d e s 

c o n c e r n i n g the power o f o l d e r men and women. Very r o u g h l y we can 
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say t h a t the power o f males was d o m i n a t i n g and p o t e n t i a l l y 

dangerous, w h i l e t h a t o f f e m a l e s , p r o t e c t i v e , h e l p f u l and s a f e . 

The a t t i t u d e towards the former was m a n i f e s t by g e s t u r e s o f 

d e f e r e n c e and towards the l a t t e r by a c t s s u g g e s t i n g f a m i l i a r i t y 

and t r u s t . A l l o f t h e s e d e s c r i p t i v e words, however, by no means 

exhaust t h e a t t i t u d i n a l d i m e n s i o n we a r e t r y i n g t o o u t l i n e . 

They a r e d e r i v e d i n f e r e n t i a l l y and t h u s , l i k e so much o f what 

we have been d e s c r i b i n g , t h e y a r e i n d i c a t i v e o f an o r i e n t a t i o n 

and, we t h i n k , a f e e l i n g and t h e y s h o u l d not be t a k e n too l i t e r a l l y 

o r be e x p e c t e d t o have a p r e c i s e l y d e f i n e a b l e r e f e r e n t . 

The power o f o l d e r males was-thought to be dangerous 

i n some ways t o Ego and he thus had t o t a k e c e r t a i n p r e c a u t i o n s 

when i n p r o x i m i t y t o t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s and t h e i r p o s s e s s i o n s . 

A p p a r e n t l y t h e s e p r e c a u t i o n s were o b s e r v e d as much f o r r e a s o n s 

o f e t i q u e t t e as f o r any r e a l a p p r e h e n s i o n even though t h e y 

i m p l i e d t h a t Ego, who was c a t e g o r i z e d as younger, p o s s e s s e d 

power o f i n f e r i o r s t r e n g t h . Most o f t e n t h e y i n v o l v e d an a v o i d a n c e 

o f moving i n t o a space t h a t was p h y s i c a l l y above t h e s e i n d i v i d u a l s 

o r t h e i r equipment — to do o t h e r w i s e would expose the younger 

p e r s o n t o t h e danger o f s u f f e r i n g cramps and p h y s i c a l i l l n e s s . 

The younger would a v o i d s t e p p i n g o r r e a c h i n g o v e r t h e o l d e r when 

t h e l a t t e r was r e l a x i n g o r s l e e p i n g , would not move about w h i l e 

t h e o l d e r was s i t t i n g down and e a t i n g , and would n ot s t e p o v e r 

o r move the equipment o f the o l d e r w i t h o u t h i s ex p r e s s p e r m i s s i o n . 

These d e f e r e n t i a l g e s t u r e s were n o t p r a c t i s e d w i t h any 

r e g u l a r i t y u n t i l a f t e r p u b e r t y . A g i r l ' s menarche was s i g n i f i e d 

by confinement and f a s t i n g , a f t e r w h i c h she a v o i d e d speak- -

ihg.' t o h e r o l d e r b r o t h e r s o r mother's m a r r i e d b r o t h e r s . F o r 
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boys the t r a n s i t i o n o r passage i n t o a d u l t h o o d v/as a more g r a d u a l 

and l e s s w e l l d e f i n e d event v/hose b e g i n n i n g was v a r i o u s l y and 

c u m u l a t i v e l y s i g n i f i e d by the f i r s t b i g game the boy h i l l e d , and 

t h e a d o l e s c e n t "madness" a s s o c i a t e d v / i t h h i s i n i t i a l c o n t a c t w i t h 

a n i m a l - p e o p l e . P r i o r t o t h e s e events t h e o l d e r b r o t h e r K l A ^ l ^ 

and u n m a r r i e d mother's b r o t h e r £<."ta-r^ f r e q u e n t l y f u n c t i o n e d , as 

d i s c i p l i n a r i a n s t o t h e i r younger s i b l i n g s and s i s t e r ' s c h i l d r e n . 

G i r l s i n t h e s e cases were a p p a r e n t l y n o t so d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d as 

boys and c o n t a c t between young fe m a l e s and t h e i r \<, w& \cx and 

g £ > " t f l L ^ > were a v o i d e d i n t h e c o n t e x t o f s l e e p i n g and any d i r e c t 

p h y s i c a l c o n t a c t o f a d i s c i p l i n a r y n a t u r e . However, i t was n o t 

uncommon f o r young boys t o s l e e p w i t h t h e i r _ KviAv-cX and £ S f q . ^ ^ 

and i n such i n s t a n c e s sodomy v/as n o t unknown. We, of c o u r s e , have 

no way o f t e l l i n g what n o r m a l l y took p l a c e i n such cases a l t h o u g h 

one i n f o r m a n t a s s u r e d us t h a t i t was the o l d e r who p e n e t r a t e d the 

younger, the younger v/as s a t i s f i e d , i f a t a l l , by b e i n g f o n d l e d 

by t h e o l d e r . A common g e s t u r e s t i l l t o be o b s e r v e d w h i c h 

i n d i c a t e d , i n some s i t u a t i o n s , the assumed dominance of one male 

o v e r a n o t h e r , i n v o l v e d a man r e a c h i n g out towards the g e n i t a l s 

o f a n o t h e r , u s u a l l y much younger male, as i f he were about t o 

f o n d l e him. 

The t r u s t i n g a t t i t u d e towards the p r o t e c t i v e power o f 

o l d e r women i n Ego's own m o i e t y was m a n i f e s t i n numerous ways, 

one c e n t e r i n g on t h e s m a l l bag v<uKV% w h i c h was the p e r s o n a l 

p o s s e s s i o n o f e i t h e r the_&f\££_ o r _ J ? U k c . To t h e e x t e n t t h a t 

an o l d e r sister__£^a r<^cc_ c o u l d adopt h e r younger s i b l i n g s and 

e v e n t u a l l y , i n t h i s c o n t e x t , be r e f e r r e d to by t h e term A,X\&s. 
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we have i n c l u d e d h e r here even though the r e l a t i o n s h i p between a 

male Ego and h i s £.b(kb(\ was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by speech a v o i d a n c e . 

T h i s bag, w h i c h was l a r g e r t h a n t h a t c a r r i e d by 3/oung men, c o n t a i n e d 

i d i o s y n c r a t i c i t e m s t h a t were somehow i n s t r u m e n t a l i n the e x e r c i s e 

o f power by the p o s s e s s o r . I t was c a r r i e d by t h e woman when she 

was away from camp and, when i n camp, was a t t a c h e d t o e i t h e r h e r 

b l a n k e t s o r hung on the t e n t o r c a b i n w a l l n e x t t o h e r customary 

p l a c e o f s l e e p . Up u n t i l t h e age o f f o u r o r f i v e y e a r s the c h i l d 

was a l l o w e d t o s l e e p w i t h h i s _v\fl£fc o r _$}XC__(along w i t h t h e i r 

r e s p e c t i v e spouses) and no a v o i d a n c e between the c h i l d and the 

KW.ft1TS__.was customary. The f a c t t h a t d i r e c t c o n t a c t was a l l o w e d 

r e f l e c t s t he view t h a t , f o r the c h i l d , i t was r e a l l y t h e power 

o f e i t h e r o f t h e two women w h i c h was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r h i s w e l l 

b e i n g . I t a l s o r e f l e c t s the t r u s t and i n t i m a c y t h a t Ego enjoyed 

w i t h t h e power o f thes e two women and i s i n d i r e c t c o n t r a s t t o 

the a t t i t u d e towards a s i m i l a r a r t i c l e t h a t was p r e v i o u s l y 

p o s s e s s e d by Ego' s £X<x . I n a d d i t i o n the f a t h e r o f Ego would 

h i m s e l f a v o i d even s i t t i n g o r l e a n i n g ' o n t h e s l e e p i n g b l a n k e t s 

o f h i s spouse's mother ( fe6iAe _ i .e. an o l d e r woman i n t h e o p p o s i t e 

m o i e t y ) i f such an a r t i c l e was a t t a c h e d t o them. 

This- p r o t e c t i v e c oncern was a l s o m a n i f e s t i n a r i t u a l 

"the fa f\_g. o r _J5jA_. performed t o e x o r c i z e h a r m f u l f o r c e s and 

i n t e r e s t s t h a t might a f f e c t t h e i r c h i l d r e n and g r a n d c h i l d r e n . 

T h i s r i t u a l , w h i c h was performed when a boundary i n t o t h e u n p r e d i c t 

a b l e v/as b e i n g c r o s s e d , had t o be performed by one o f thes e women 

i f t h e d e s i r e d r e s u l t was t o be a c h i e v e d . I t i n v o l v e d p l a c i n g 

a w i l l o w b ranch so t h a t i t r e s t e d h a l f on the l a n d and h a l f on 

http://KW.ft1TS__.was
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a body o f f l o w i n g w a t e r . T h i s a c t was accompanied by some 

p r i v a t e u t t e r a n c e s and was f o l l o w e d by i n s t r u c t i o n s t o t h e c h i l d r e n 

t o d r i n k a s m a l l s i p o f w a t e r . The r i t u a l was performed p r i m a r i l y 

d u r i n g the s p r i n g and summer months and i s t h u s t o be a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h g a t h e r i n g and hence female i n i t i a t e d e x p l o i t a t i o n . I t 

o c c u r r e d on t h r e e d i f f e r e n t k i n d s of o c c a s i o n s : ( l ) when the 

domestic group was p a s s i n g t h r o u g h o r n e a r a n l a c e where a d e a t h 

o r some g r a v e m i s f o r t u n e was known t o have happened, (2) when' t h e 

do m e s t i c group was moving i n t o new t e r r i t o r y w i t h w h i c h t h e y were 

u n f a m i l i a r o r i n w h i c h t h e y had n o t l i v e d f o r many y e a r s and were 

thus r e l a t i v e l y u n f a m i l i a r w i t h some o f the p e o p l e who c u r r e n t l y 

l i v e d t h e r e and (3) when t h e o n l y w a t e r a v a i l a b l e t o them a t t h e i r 

c a m psite was t h a t o f a s p r i n g w h i c h b u b b l e d out o f the ground. 

A d u l t men o f e i t h e r m o i e ty ( e . g . the f a t h e r o f t h e c h i l d r e n o r 

mature sons o f t h e women) were n o t i n v o l v e d i n t h i s r i t u a l ; f o r 

i t was assumed t h a t t h e i r own power was s u f f i c i e n t p r o t e c t i o n . 

I n t h e f i r s t two k i n d s o f s i t u a t i o n t h e u n p r e d i c t a b l e 

n a t u r e i s o b v i o u s . I n t h e l a s t , however, we have an a s s o c i a t i o n 

w i t h g h o s t s who, i t w i l l be remembered, l i v e under the ground. 

Hence, s p r i n g w a t e r , w h i c h comes out o f the ground, i s assumed 

t o have a dangerous q u a l i t y about i t w h i c h must be c o n s t r a i n e d 

by t h i s r i t u a l b e f o r e i t i s c o n s i d e r e d s a f e t o use d o m e s t i c a l l y . 

Even grown men would n o t d r i n k s p r i n g w a t e r i f an a l t e r n a t i v e 

were a v a i l a b l e . 

Water " C u , c o n t a i n e d many p r o p e r t i e s w h i c h were c e n t r a l 

t o a g r e a t d e a l o f K a s i n i * t h o u g h t . P r i o r t o the advent o f t e a 

and k e t t l e s water,'.It was s a i d , was not consumed i n l a r g e 

q u a n t i t i e s — to do so was thought to weaken the i n d i v i d u a l 
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p h y s i c a l l y and t o i n d u c e s w e a t i n g w h i c h was a s i g n o f s i c k n e s s . 

The p r e f e r r e d drink, was a n i m a l b l o o d p r e p a r e d i n soups t h a t were 

cooked w i t h hot s t o n e s i n t h e stomach bag and o t h e r n a t u r a l 

c o n t a i n e r s found i n the a n i m a l s t h a t were k i l l e d . Sweating was 

r e f e r r e d to as "bad w a t e r " and was c o n s i d e r e d i d e n t i c a l t o t h e 

"bad w a t e r " t h a t caused many i n t e r n a l a i l m e n t s and d i s c o m f o r t s 

w h i c h , i f s e r i o u s enough, c o u l d be c\ired by a shaman. One o f t h e 

o b j e c t s f r e q u e n t l y used by a shaman i n c u r i n g was a s m a l l wooden 

cup from w h i c h t h e p a t i e n t was e x p e c t e d t o s i p w a t e r . Presumably 

t h i s was thought o f as "good w a t e r " a l t h o u g h i t was n o t r e f e r r e d 

t o as such. 

No K a s i n i e x p l a n a t i o n o f the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f w a t e r c o u l d 

be o b t a i n e d , a l t h o u g h i t i s w o r t h n o t i n g t h a t , as a f l u i d , i t 

n a t u r a l l y s u g g e s t s a t r a n s i t i o n between the c o n c r e t e n e s s o f the 

l a n d and the e t h e r e a l q u a l i t y o f t h e sky from w h i c h t h e m a j o r i t y 

o f w a t e r was assumed to come i n t h e form o f snow and r a i n . 

W i t h i n t h i s framework, assuming i t t o be r e l e v a n t , we can a l s o 

u n d e r s t a n d t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e w i l l o w b r a n c h i n the r i t u a l 

p erformed by women when p r o x i m i t y to u n p r e d i c t a b l e s u r r o u n d i n g s 

were e n c o u n t e r e d . P o r j u s t as w a t e r emerges as a l i m i n a l and 

c o n n e c t i n g substance between the l a n d and sky, so too does t h e 

w i l l o w p o s s e s s t h i s q u a l i t y i n t h e c o n t e x t o f an o p p o s i t i o n 

between l a n d and w a t e r . The s p e c i e s o f w i l l o w used i n t h e r i t u a l 

i s f o u n d o n l y on f l o o d p l a i n s and i n swampy a r e a s and i t thus 

assumed an ambiguous q u a l i t y i n t h a t i t e x i s t s i n p l a c e s w h i c h 

a r e b o t h o f the l a n d and o f the w a t e r . (A p o s s i b l e r e a s o n f o r 

why the w i l l o w was s e l e c t e d from among the o t h e r s p e c i e s o f 
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v e g e t a t i o n w h i c h grow i n such a r e a s i s t h a t i t does c o n t a i n 

a e e t y l s a l i c y l i c a c i d , and i t s bark was p r e p a r e d i n a brew f o r 

p u r p o s e s o f r e l i e v i n g p a i n ) . 

R e t u r n i n g now to the r e l a t i o n s h i p d e s c r i b e d , as a b a l a n c e d 

d u a l i t y , and a p p l y i n g i t t o what we have j u s t d e s c r i b e d , i t w i l l 

be u s e f u l to t h i n k o f i t i n the s o c i a l domain as h o r i z o n t a l . Bv 

t h i s we mean t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e p a r t s a r e r e c o g n i z e d as d i f f e r e n t , 

n e i t h e r i s i n an ascendent p o s i t i o n . They may be thought o f as 

b e i n g b a l a n c e d o r even. We a l s o suggested t h a t m o i e t y names 

r e f l e c t t h i s b a l a n c e d d u a l i t y and may, i n a sense, be c o n s i d e r e d 

s i m p l y "out t h e r e " as an encompassing and comprehensive e x p r e s s i o n 

o f a p a r t i c u l a r k i n d o f r e l a t i o n s h i p . We would now l i k e to 

examine t h i s b a l a n c e d d u a l i t y from a d i f f e r e n t p o i n t o f v i e w i n 

o r d e r t o c o n t r a s t i t to the s o c i a l l y v e r t i c a l and asymmetric 

r e l a t i o n s h i p we have d e s c r i b e d i n the p r e s e n t c h a p t e r . 

Our d i s c u s s i o n may b e g i n w i t h a b a s i c f a c t t h a t has 

been the f o c u s o f a p r o t r a c t e d a l t h o u g h somewhat i n t e r m i t t e n t and 

o n e - s i d e d a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l c o n c e r n s i n c e the e a r l y days o f the 

s t u d y o f k i n s h i p n omenclature ( c f . A b e r l e , 1 9 6 7). T h i s c o n c e r n 

c e n t e r s on the f a c t t h a t two i n d i v i d u a l s may e x p l i c i t l y c a t e g o r i z e 

each o t h e r by the same term o r t h e y may use d i f f e r e n t t e r m s . The 

f o r m e r s t y l e has been v a r i o u s l y c a l l e d " s y m m e t r i c a l " and "non

p o l a r i z e d " and the l a t t e r " a s y m m e t r i c a l " and " p o l a r i z e d " and, as 

A b e r l e and o t h e r s have suggested, ( c f . Aaby, 1970) the i n t e r e s t 

i n t h i s phenomenon has f r e q u e n t l y been a t t e n d e d by a c e r t a i n 

c o n f u s i o n i n p e r s p e c t i v e . F o r our purposes we need n o t engage 

the i s s u e because, i n the main, we a r e i n t e r e s t e d o n l y i n r e l a t i n g 
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l i n g u i s t i c a l l y e x p l i c i t c a t e g o r i e s by c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t h a t a r e 

e x t e r n a l t o t h e t e r m i n o l o g y i t s e l f . Thus i n a t t e m p t i n g t o u n i f y 

K a s i n i k i n terms we a r e n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n d e r i v i n g a system o f 

components w h i c h might a l l o w -for the d e f i n i t i o n o f p a r t i c u l a r s , 

i . e . the t r e a t m e n t o f terms as u n i t s w i t h i n a l a r g e r whole. 

R a t h e r we a r e concerned v / i t h a r g u i n g how t h e s e terms f u n c t i o n as 

a framework f o r t h e e x p r e s s i o n o f k i n d s o f r e l a t i o n s . 

I n t h e f o l l o w i n g t a b l e we p r e s e n t K a s i n i k i n terms i n 

f o u r columns t h a t a r e d i v i d e d a c c o r d i n g t o m o i e t y membership, 

sex and g e n e r a t i o n . T h i s o r t h o d o x o u t l i n e i l l u s t r a t e s t h e f a c t 

t h a t , i n e v e r y case but t h r e e ^ , r e c i p r o c a l p a i r s o f k i n terms 

i n v o l v e two d i f f e r e n t words. I n t o t a l we have 26 r e c i p r o c a l 

p a i r s and t h u s i n 23 o f t h e s e we have p a i r s i n w h i c h A c a t e g o r i z e s 

B v / i t h a term d i f f e r e n t f r om t h a t w h i c h B u s e s t o c a t e g o r i z e A. 

T h i s s o r t o f i m b a l a n c e between p o l a r i z e d and n o n - p o l a r i z e d term 

p a i r s i s , o f c o u r s e , a v e r y common and w e l l documented f e a t u r e 

o f k i n s h i p t e r m i n o l o g y b u t , t o our knowledge, i t has n e v e r r e c e i v e d 

s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n o u t s i d e o f s t u d i e s on s o c i a l p s y c h o l o g y 

(Brown, 1960;1967:51-100) and p s y c h o t h e r a p y and communication 

( c f . W a t s l a v i c k , 1 9 6 7 ) • I n t h e study o f k i n s h i p terms the c o n c e r n 

v / i t h t h i s i s s u e has u s u a l l y stopped s h o r t v / i t h an a n a l y s i s o f 

how the terms have been formed and how t h e terms themselves seem 

t o c o r r e l a t e w i t h b e h a v i o r and v a r i o u s k i n d s o f e x p e c t a t i o n s . 

1. There i s a f o u r t h p o s s i b i l i t y where p o l a r i t y may not have been 
r e c o g n i z e d . T h i s i n v o l v e s the term fc6paet,Uc .which r e f e r s t o 
u n m a r r i e d female c r o s s - c o u s i n . ' . Our i m p r e s s i o n was t h a t t h i s 
(now o b s o l e t e ) term was u s e d by males o n l y , however, we 
n e g l e c t e d t o niake c l e a r whether o r not i t c o u l d be used 
between two u n m a r r i e d female c r o s s - c o u s i n s . 
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Table' 7.4 

KASINI KINSHIP TSEMS 
Own M o i e t y 

1.Grandparents G e n e r a t i o n 
Males 

PP and PPB 
.4*t:s.L^.. 

2 . P a r e n t s G e n e r a t i o n 
Males 
a) MB 
b) HP,WF,and"father-

i n - l a w " o f s i b l i n g s 
and p a r a l l e l - c o u s i n s 
£S!tSL4&. 

3.Own G e n e r a t i o n : 

Females 

MM and MMZ 

Pemales 
M and MZ 

Males 

a) B+and o l d e r 
" p a r a l l e l -
c o u s i n s " 

b) B- and y n g r . 
" p a r a l l e l -
c o u s i n s " 

Pemales 
a) Zi-and . . 

o l d e r 
" p a r a l l e l -
c o u s i n s " 

b) Z- and 
y n g r . 
" p a r a l l e l 
c o u s i n s " 

O p p o s i t e M o i e t y 

Mai e s 

MF and MFB 

Males 

F and FB 

Males 

a ) " C r o s s - c o u s i n " , 
bro the r-in-1aw 

b) Husband 

4 . C h i l d r e n s G e n e r a t i o n (Male s p e a k i n g ) 
Males Females Mali 
a)ZS and S o f 

female p a r a l l e l 
c o u s i n s 

b)"DH" 

a) ZD and D oj? a) S, BS, WZ S 
female u 

p a r a l l e l 
c o u s i n s v 

"S>P 

Females 

FM' and. FMZ 
- _ £ S c \ c  

Females 
FZ, m, m 

Fema -es 
i)Unmarried 

" c r o s s - -
c o u s i n " , 
" s i s t e r -
i n - l a w " 

))Wife 

5_' fetLiagi 
c ) M a r r i e d 

" c r o s s - -

c o u s i n " , 
" s i s t e r -
i n - l a w " 

Females 

a)D,BD,WZ 



201 
Table 7.4 Cont'd. 
5.Childrente G e n e r a t i o n (Female s p e a k i n g ) 

Males Females 

S and "ZS" D and "ZD" 

6 . G r a n d c h i l d r e n ' s G e n e r a t i o n 

Males 

"SS" 

Female s 

" SD" 

Males 

DH and "BS" 
_fe_SM_ 

Males 

"DS" 

Females 

S¥ and "BD" 

Females 

"DD" 

V e r y l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n has been p a i d t o why the imbalance e x i s t s 

o r how i t might r e l a t e t o a p e o p l e ' s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e i r 

i n t e r a c t i o n . 

A c o n c e r n . w i t h r e c i p r o c a l p a i r s o f terms s h o u l d i n d i c a t e 

t o the r e a d e r t h a t we are n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n w o r k i n g w i t h i n the 

common and somewhat Utopian p o s t u l a t e o f s y s t e m a t i c u n i f i c a t i o n 

i n w h i c h t h e t e r m i n o l o g y and the ( o f t e n i n f e r r e d ) norms a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h t h e s e terms a r e viewed as some s o r t o f t e m p l a t e w i t h i n w h i c h 

b e h a v i o r i s c o n s t r a i n e d , f o c u s s e d and a r t i c u l a t e d to form a 

coherent s o c i a l system. By c o n t r a s t , to t h e e x t e n t r e c i p r o c a l 

p a i r s can be u n i f i e d a t a l l i t would seem to be o n l y by an 

h y p o t h e s i s o f homology. T h i s too poses problems, f o r o t h e r t h a n 

the r a t h e r a b s t r a c t f e a t u r e o f p o l a r i t y t h e r e i s n o t h i n g i n the 

terminology w h i c h might suggest t h a t a p a i r , f o r example,_&\1i£__. — 

£SliAcv i s i n any o t h e r way s i m i l a r t o tb(Xc)cx — £^o1_6a o r 

even J_̂ u__Lcx,_ — £_̂ cCtso. . These p a i r s a r e s i m p l y a s j r m m e t r i c a l 

terms o f r e f e r e n c e w i t h w h i c h K a s i n i c a t e g o r i z e d and r e f e r r e d to 

one a n o t h e r and. t h e r e i s no i n d i c a t i o n i n the words the m s e l v e s 

t h a t t h e y f u n c t i o n as e x p r e s s i o n s o f k i n d s o f r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

However, from the p o i n t o f view o f power a l i g n m e n t w h i c h we have 
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j u s t d i s c u s s e d we can see a s i m i l a r i t y i n form e x i s t i n g between 

a l l r e c i p r o c a l , p a i r s o f terms i n w h i c h p o l a r i t y i s m a n i f e s t 

f o r i n ever3>- case an asymmetry i n terms i m p l i e s o r assumes an 

asymmetry i n power. I n v a r i o u s ways the younger p e r s o n d e f e r s 

t o , i s dependent on o r i s i n some manner s u b o r d i n a t e t o the 

power o f t h e o l d e r . D e s p i t e t h e f a c t t h a t some terms were used 

t o c l a s s i f y p e o p l e i n d i f f e r e n t m o i e t i e s and g e n e r a t i o n s , e.g. 

j e S l A c » £6*tsUd.> £.svAc> _» "to the e x t e n t t h a t t h e r e c i p r o c a l 

terms a r e p o l a r i z e d , the r e l a t i o n s h i p was a u t o m a t i c a l l y t a k e n to 

be one o f i n e q u a l i t y and t h e p e r s o n c a t e g o r i z e d as younger was 

assumed t o be s u b o r d i n a t e t o the power o f the o l d e r . 

T h i s f e a t u r e i s one upon w h i c h the K a s i n i p l a c e d g r e a t 

emphasis i n t h e i r a t t empt t o g i v e form t o i n t e r a c t i o n , and t h e y 

t r i e d , whenever p o s s i b l e , t o ensure t h a t an assumed asymmetry 

i n power corr e s p o n d e d t o r e c i p r o c a l p o l a r i z e d t e r m s . As one might 

e x p e c t , however, t h e r e were l i m i t s t o what c o u l d be done and we 

found no i n d i c a t i o n t h a t the a p p l i c a t i o n o f p o l a r i z e d terms v/as 

i n any i n s t a n c e r e v e r s e d . What seems to have been i n o p e r a t i o n 

was a s c a l e , and i n d e e d i n most cases a s l i d i n g s c a l e , o f t h e s o r t 

i n d i c a t e d i n t h e t a b l e s below where we have o u t l i n e d r e c i p r o c a l 

terms used between males i n t h e same and o p p o s i t e m o i e t i e s . 
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Table 7.5 

RECIPROCAL TERMS BETWEEN MALES II? SAME MOIETY 
Superordinate 

• MMB 
£STT5.Ue. SpP 

£StSUfc . MB 

Subordinate 

Ego-

ZDS~ 
DSp 

Table 7.6 

RECIPROCAL TERMS BETWEEN MALES IN OPPOSITE MOIETIES 
Superordinate 

FMB' 
PB 

Ego-
P 

Subordinate 
ZSS 

2^£0A&C S 
BS" 

PZS 

Five other tables could be constructed, and would 

involve the terms used between: a) males and females i n the same 

moiety (man speaking), b) males and females i n the same moiety 

(woman speaking), c) males and females i n opposite moieties, 

d) females i n opposite moieties and, e) females i n the same 

moiety. We have focussed on re c i p r o c a l terms f o r males because 

they provide a manageable corpus to which reference can be made 

and introduce one of the few examples where p o l a r i t y i s not 
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m a n i f e s t . F u r t h e r m o r e , i t was p r i m a r i l y / males who attempted t o 

m a n i p u l a t e the manner i n w h i c h t h e y c a t e g o r i z e d each o t h e r as t h e y 

v i e d i n d i f f e r e n t ways to assume ascendency o r to reduce o r 

e n l a r g e the i m p l i e d degrees o f d i f f e r e n c e between t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 

"power". T h i s does n o t mean t h a t the c a t e g o r i z a t i o n s between 

f e m a l e and f e m a l e , and between male and female d i d n o t a l s o 

change but t h e y d i d so l e s s f r e q u e n t ] ^ and t h e i n t e r e s t s and 

c o n c e r n s o f t h o s e i n v o l v e d d i d n o t l e a d so d i r e c t l y t o t h e k i n d s 

o f c o m p e t i t i v e arrangements i n w h i c h men f r e q u e n t l y found them

s e l v e s . 

Prom what we have p r e v i o u s l y s a i d i t i s e v i d e n t t h a t 

r e l a t i v e power was i m p l i c i t i n K a s i n i k i n t e r m i n o l o g y . I t s t i l l 

c o u l d be argued, however, t h a t changes i n the a p p l i c a t i o n o f 

terms was s i m p l y a r e s u l t o f an a t t empt t o l a b e l o t h e r s i n 

a ccordance w i t h c e r t a i n t e r m i n o l o g i c a l r u l e s and t h a t power was 

o f l i t t l e d i r e c t p r a g m a t i c s i g n i f a n c e to K a s i n i . I n answer to. 

t h i s p o s s i b l e l i n e o f argument we must f o c u s on t h e f a c t t h a t i n 

t h e i r s m a l l and d e m o g r a p h i c a l l y v u l n e r a b l e p o p u l a t i o n K a s i n i 

f r e q u e n t l y found themselves p o t e n t i a l l y r e l a t e d i n more th a n 

one way. By t h i s we a r e n o t r e f e r r i n g t o a l t e r n a t i v e genea

l o g i c a l l i n k a g e s such a s , f o r example, MWDB-PP, because t h i s d i d 

n o t i m p l y a d i f f e r e n c e i n r e l a t i o n s h i p and the term £4>1_s^& 

and i t s r e c i p r o c a l £Su^> were used w h i c h e v e r l i n k a g e might have 

been e n v i s i o n e d . R a t h e r , we a r e r e f e r r i n g to the consequences 

o f the f a c t t h a t K a s i n i d i d marry i n d i v i d u a l s who were c a t e g o r i z e d 

as b e i n g o u t s i d e o f t h e i r own g e n e r a t i o n . T h i s r e s u l t e d b o t h 

f r o m an uneven d i s t r i b u t i o n o f m a r r i a g e a b l e p a r t n e r s w i t h i n one 
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g e n e r a t i o n and. the extended f e r t i l i t y o f most women, who were 

o f t e n b e a r i n g c h i l d r e n ' a t the same time as t h e i r o l d e s t c h i l d r e n . 

I n any case t h e K a s i n i r u l e o f exogamy s t a t e d t h a t Ego must not 

marry w i t h i n h i s own m o i e t y , i t d i d not s t a t e t h a t he o r she must 

marry someone i n a s p e c i f i e d g e n e r a t i o n o f the o p p o s i t e m o i e t y . 

Most m a r r i a g e s , i t seems, e n t a i l e d p e r s o n s o f the same g e n e r a t i o n 

and t h u s i n v o l v e d c r o s s - c o u s i n s . But PZ-BS and PB-BD m a r r i a g e s 

a l s o took p l a c e and even more remote g e n e r a t i o n a l u n i o n s , such as 

PMZ-ZZS, seems to have been p o s s i b l e a l t h o u g h the r a t h e r 

d i s t i n c t i v e K a s i n i i n c e s t - r u l e : • (see Chapter e i g h t ) p r e c l u d e d , 

a t l e a s t i n p r i n c i p l e , the l i k e l y development of t h e s e more 

remote u n i o n s . I n t h e cases we d i s c u s s below we w i l l c o n c e n t r a t e 

on some o f the i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r s o c i a l c a t e g o r i z a t i o n w h i c h a r i s e 

f r o m PZ-BS and PB-BD m a r r i a g e s . However, b e f o r e d o i n g so, we 

must f i r s t make a b r i e f statement c o n c e r n i n g some a s p e c t s o f 

K a s i n i m a r r i a g e . 

F o l l o w i n g R i v i e r e (1971,57-74), we a r e i n c l i n e d t o l o o k 

on m a r r i a g e as one m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f the more g e n e r a l r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between males and f e m a l e s . S t r u c t u r a l l y , t h e r e f o r e , we may l o o k 

a t m a r r i a g e as a p a r t i c u l a r i l l u s t r a t i o n o f f u n c t i o n a l c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y 

w h i c h was d e s c r i b e d i n t h e p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r and where i t v/as 

demonstrated t h a t c e r t a i n b e l i e f s and i d e a s c o n c e r n i n g the r e s p e c t i v e 

a c t i v i t i e s o f men and women e x p r e s s e d a b a l a n c e d d u a l i t y — a r e l a t i o n 

s h i p t h a t was a l s o r e f l e c t e d i n K a s i n i m o i e t y names. I n t h i s c h a p t e r 

we have shown t h a t d i f f e r e n t a t t i t u d e s were a s s o c i a t e d v / i t h t h e 

power o f p e o p l e i n o p p o s i t e m o i e t i e s and t h a t w i t h i n the m o i e t y 

framework n e a r l y a l l r e c i p r o c a l p a i r s o f k i n terms were p o l a r i z e d 
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and t h a t t h i s p o l a r i t y r e f l e c t e d d i f f e r e n t degrees o f i n d i v i d u a l 

power. E x c e p t i o n s t o t h i s p o l a r i t y o f terms i n c l u d e d t h o s e used 

by m a r r i a g e p a r t n e r s whose r e s p e c t i v e power, a l t h o u g h a l i g n e d i n 

terms o f moiety membership, was b r o a d l y e q u i v a l e n t . T h i s b a l a n c e 

o r e q u i v a l e n c e between t h e d i f f e r e n t power o f spouses was m a n i f e s t e d 

most c l e a r l y i n the l a c k o f a v o i d a n c e p r a c t i s e d between Ego and 

the s m a l l bag c a r r i e d by and a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the power o f h i s o r 

h e r spouse. A man k e p t h i s _Ku.r"t*> w i t h him a f t e r m a r r i a g e , i t was 

no t d e s t r o y e d u n t i l a f t e r the b i r t h o f the f i r s t c h i l d , and i t 

was n o t c o n s i d e r e d dangerous f o r h i s w i f e . S i m i l a r l y the woman's 

JsU.O'tS._was n ot a danger t o h e r husband and he was i n d i r e c t 

p h y s i c a l c o n t a c t w i t h i t d u r i n g s l e e p t h r o u g h o u t most o f h i s 

m a r r i e d l i f e . A c c o r d i n g l y t h e t e r m i n o l o g y employed between 

a m a r r i e d c o u p l e was n o n - p o l a r i z e d and t h e s i n g l e term Sfe'glXi^ft. was 

used by b o t h males and fe m a l e s t o r e f e r t o spouse. 

The o t h e r two terms, $L<k and _ - T L ^ g , w h i c h r e f e r r e d t o 

male and m a r r i e d female c r o s s - c o u s i n s r e s p e c t i v e l y , c o u l d be used 

i n a way t h a t d i d n o t m a n i f e s t p o l a r i t y . When c r o s s - c o u s i n s o f 

o p p o s i t e sex were i n v o l v e d , t h e s e terms were p o l a r i z e d and formed 

a r e c i p r o c a l p a i r , i t was o n l y when they were u s e d between same 

sexed c r o s s - c o u s i n s t h a t t h e y were n o n - p o l a r i z e d . The r e l a t i o n 

between c r o s s - c o u s i n s was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by j o k i n g , t e a s i n g , and a 

f a i r l y wide l i c e n c e when i t came t o making s e x u a l a l l u s i o n s and 

u s i n g c e r t a i n words t h a t were c u s t o m a r i l y a v o i d e d i n p u b l i c 

d i s c o u r s e . The power between c r o s s - c o u s i n s was c o n s i d e r e d e i t h e r 

b a l a n c e d , as between t h o s e o f o p p o s i t e sex who were a l s o p o t e n t i a l 

spouses, o r , i f d i f f e r e n t , as c o i i l d happen between same sexed 
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c r o s s - c o u s i n s , t h e n d i f f e r e n t i n an i r r e l e v a n t manner t o he 

d i s c u s s e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r . Y e r y b r i e f l y , t h i s r e c o g n i t i o n 

o f power d i f f e r e n c e s . i n v o l v e d , f o r a male Ego, m a i n t a i n i n g and 

k e e p i n g a spouse w i t h o u t any i m p l i c a t i o n t h a t h i s SLA. might be 

u s u r p i n g h i s p o s i t i o n i n such a r e l a t i o n s h i p . C o n sequently, 

r e g a r d l e s s o f whether an i n d i v i d u a l e x c e l l e d o v e r his_sL_s. i n 

p r o v i d i n g f o r a camp,there w a s a c e r t a i n s t a s i s b u i l t i n t o t h e i r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p because no p o s s i b i l i t j r e x i s t e d o f one assuming complete 

dominance o v e r the o t h e r w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e women t o whom t h e y 

were m a r r i e d , i . e . each o t h e r ' s female s i b l i n g s o r p a r a l l e l 

c o u s i n s . R e g a r d i n g the r e l a t i o n s h i p between two women who 

c a t e g o r i z e d each o t h e r as £t_L<£.<̂ _w_the u l t i m a t e c o n c e r n o f each 

was the care and p r o t e c t i o n o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c h i l d r e n and, t o 

the e x t e n t t h a t t h i s c o u l d n o r m a l l y be ensured, i t was a c c o m p l i s h e d 

s i m p l y by s t a y i n g i n p r o x i m i t y t o t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c h i l d r e n . 

The m a r r i a g e u n i o n t h e r e f o r e e x i s t e d as an i n s u l a r 

e x p r e s s i o n o f e q u a l i t y i n a framework o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s t h a t 

were p r e d o m i n a n t l y h i e r a r c h i c a l and u n e q u a l . As such i t c o u l d and 

d i d f u n c t i o n as a p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e i n t h e r e c k o n i n g o f o t h e r 

r e l a t i v e s and peopl e ( e s p e c i a l l y / men) i n e v i t a b l y t r i e d t o m a n i p u l a t e 

s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s i n t h e c o n t e x t o f c r o s s g e n e r a t i o n a l m a r r i a g e s 

t o c o l l a p s e , i n c r e a s e , o r s u s t a i n the i m p l i e d d i s c r e p a n c y between 

t h e i r own power and t h a t o f o t h e r s . We can a p p r e c i a t e t h i s more 

c l e a r l y by c o n s i d e r i n g t h e f o l l o w i n g c a s e s : 

PB-BD M a r r i a g e s 

The a l t e r n a t i v e s i n any c r o s s g e n e r a t i o n a l m a r r i a g e a r e 

i n t r o d u c e d by the p o s s i b i l i t y o f a s h i f t i n g e n e r a t i o n f o r e i t h e r 
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member o f the c o u p l e c o n c e r n e d . I n a F B - B B m a r r i a g e t h e man 

c o u l d e i t h e r remain w i t h i n the t e r m i n o l o g i c a l framework he employed 

b e f o r e h i s m a r r i a g e o r he c o u l d drop, so t o speak, t o the l e v e l 

o f h i s w i f e and t a k e h e r as h i s p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e i n r e c k o n i n g 

how t o c a t e g o r i z e o t h e r s . C o n v e r s e l y , t h e woman c o u l d e i t h e r 

r emain s t a t i o n a r y o r f i g u r a t i v e l y r i s e to t h e l e v e l o f h e r 

husband. The a l t e r n a t i v e f o r the man i n t h i s k i n d o f c i r c u m s t a n c e 

was t o s u b s t i t u t e the term f o r b r o t h e r ( u s u a l l y o l d e r b r o t h e r ) 

Vs\\<$ icy and bro t h e r ' s f o r the terms spouse's 

f a t h e r t S t s _______ and spouse's mother £SIA._. . The a l t e r n a t i v e 

f o r the woman was t o s u b s t i t u t e f a t h e r _ ^ t J o _ an(^- mother .&__<£__ 

f o r spouse's b r o t h e r and o l d e r s i s t e r £_>Cv_)_v_ 

I n t h e two case i l l u s t r a t i o n s w h i c h f o l l o w , and i n a l l 

t h e e v i d e n c e we have on t h i s k i n d o f event, t h e r e was no i n s t a n c e 

o f an attempt t o reduce the d i s t a n c e between peop l e r e l a t e d 

m a t r i l i n e a l l y . The i n d i v i d u a l s i n v o l v e d e i t h e r remained s t a t i o n a r y 

o r the d i s t a n c e between them was expanded. There was no e x p l i c i t 

K a s i n i r u l e c o n c e r n i n g t h i s f a c t but i t does i n d i c a t e a tendency 

f o r the FB to descend t o t h e g e n e r a t i o n a l l e v e l o f h i s w i f e . That 

t h i s d i d not o c c u r i n e v e r y i n s t a n c e i s t h e con c e r n o f t h e second 

case we c o n s i d e r below. 

Diagram 7.1 

FB; - BD MARRIACTE 

A A 
A\ c : Q 

9 
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I n d i v i d u a l A m a r r i e d S who was the daughter o f 0 and D. 

P r i o r t o t h i s m a r r i a g e A v/as r e l a t e d t o C as same sexed p a r a l l e l 

c o u s i n and t h e terms Kudi(X (Bt-) and _£SC V ̂ ( B - ) were u s e d 

by t h e s e two i n r e f e r r i n g t o each o t h e r . There v/as, however, a 

d i f f e r e n c e o f twenty y e a r s s e p a r a t i n g the ages o f A and 0 and thus 

C had matured and begun a f a m i l y a t about the time A v/as born.. 

Consequently, t h r o u g h o u t A's y o u t h , C (33+-) st o o d t o A (B-) as a 

p e r s o n who was i n f a c t f a r more removed i n a b i l i t y and concerns 

t h a n the minimum d i s t a n c e t h a t the r e c i p r o c a l terms_.^U_c\i.cx__. 

and g.g>cL\ĉV-o\ i m p l i e d . Upon the m a r r i a g e o f A and S t h e r e was no 

r e s i s t a n c e by A when C, a l l e g e d l y , i n i t i a t e d a r i t u a l removal o f 

A by r e c a t e g o r i z i n g him as ^ S U ^ 

Diagram 7.2 

3?B - BD MARRIAGE 

t t 

H: I I J / K: 

I n d i v i d u a l s H and I were born w i t h i n a few y e a r s o f one 

a n o t h e r and had m a r r i e d s i s t e r s ( i . e . women who r e c o g n i s e d the 

same p e r s o n as JXJPvfcg. )• A f t e r the death o f H's f i r s t w i f e H 

m a r r i e d K. U n t i l t h i s event t h e r e v/as no reason, f o r e i t h e r H o r 

I t o t h i n k about r e d e f i n i n g t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p w h ich, s i n c e 

c h i l d h o o d , had i n v o l v e d t h e terms _J*.^Jic\. (B+) and_g.ĝ .vc)Vos>__ 
(B-), i n d i v i d u a l I i n t h i s case b e i n g the o l d e r o f the two. The 

woman K, however, had been adopted when a s m a l l c h i l d by I and J 
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whom K r e f e r r e d t o by the terms gXc. and o\A<£ r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

As a c h i l d K a l s o r e f e r r e d to H as <£sTa .• A f t e r m a r r i a g e K 

r e f e r r e d t o H as S£'£TLW^=i ari& r e t a i n e d the f i l i a l terms she 

had always used f o r I and J . However, H , i n r e f e r r i n g t o K as 

5jL_gcTLi^ r e t a i n e d h i s use o f Kue)Lex and £TLjg_Vv f o r I and J . 

T h i s produced c o n s i d e r a b l e a m b i g u i t y f o r a l l concerned because 

i n d i f f e r e n t ways H was i n b o t h g e n e r a t i o n s and i n the e a r l y 

y e a r s o f h i s m a r r i a g e t o K he c o n t i n u e d t o i n d u l g e i n a j o k i n g 

and t e a s i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the woman ( i . e . J ) whom h i s spouse 

( i . e . K') r e c o g n i z e d as h e r A p p a r e n t l y I , a t the ti m e o f 

K ' s m a r r i a g e t o H , attempted t o r e s o l v e the a m b i g u i t y by r e f e r r i n g 

t o H as €5U^>_ , hut t h i s H i g n o r e d as he c o n t i n u e d t o r e f e r t o I 
a s KwcfrUX . E v e n t u a l l y I r e l e n t e d and began t o r e f e r t o H 

w i t h the term _.<_:t_).,cv _ w i t h w h i c h , i n f a c t , he had been 

c l a s s i f y i n g him f o r t h e p r e v i o u s t h i r t y - f i v e y e a r s . 

At the time i n f o r m a t i o n was g a t h e r e d , H and K had been 

m a r r i e d f o r over twenty y e a r s . I n r e c a l l i n g the above e v e n t s H - and 

I emphasized two q u i t e d i f f e r e n t t h i n g s ; I c l a i m e d H was n o t 

beha v i n g p r o p e r l y by r e s i s t i n g t he a p p l i c a t i o n o f the .sCsb*_g. 
. S U c i r e c i p r o c a l p a i r w h i c h were a p p r o p r i a t e t o the c o n t e x t 

o f a SpP - DSp r e l a t i o n s h i p . I n o t h e r words I ' s frame o f r e f e r e n c e 

v/ere r u l e s o r what might be c a l l e d t he s y n t a t i c a l element i n the 

a p p l i c a t i o n o f k i n terms. C o n v e r s e l y , H c l a i m e d I was a t t e m p t i n g 

'to be " h i g h t o n e d " and "smart" i n t r y i n g t o r e p l a c e the p a i r 

._S^ics. ._ - g^icA^k by the p a i r _£̂Tsi _e. - and t h i s 

c l e a r l y has n o t h i n g t o do w i t h c o r r e c t p r o c e d u r e s o f a p p l i c a t i o n 

but r a t h e r w i t h what the f i r s t p a i r i m p l i e d about H and I's 
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r e l a t i o n s h i p i n c o n t r a s t t o the second p a i r . I n o t h e r words, H's 

frame o f r e f e r e n c e was s e m a n t i c . 

Over the y e a r s t h i s s i t u a t i o n had been p a r t i a l l y r e s o l v e d 

even though H and I c o n t i n u e d t o r e f e r t o each o t h e r w i t h B + and B-

terms and K c o n t i n u e d t o use f i l i a l terms when r e f e r r i n g t o I and 

J . The s o l u t i o n , m a r g i n a l though i t was, i n v o l v e d H r e f e r r i n g t o 

J as _4tL*£cW--~ -but a d o p t i n g t h e r i t u a l o f av o i d a n c e t h a t v/as 

c u s t o m a r i l y a s s o c i a t e d v / i t h a SpM - DSp r e l a t i o n s h i p . The semantic 

i m p l i c a t i o n s o f the 6"tL^-V\ e - sVc* r e l a t i o n s h i p w h i c h H 

had i n s i s t e d on r e t a i n i n g were s i m u l t a n e o u s l y n e u t r a l i z e d by him 

i n t h a t he behaved as i f J and h i m s e l f r e f e r r e d t o each o t h e r as 

A^. l^c - - -—&=>^^>-^* T h i s arrangement v/as c o n s i d e r e d w o r k a b l e 

f o r b r i e f e n c o u n t e r s , and i n f r e q u e n t l y t h e c o u p l e s H-K and I - J 

were known to form a s i n g l e d o m e s t i c group. .Nevertheless, t h e 

c o m p e t i t i v e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t u s u a l l y a t t e n d e d a Jl^wAux -

£S„cjAlc».-.- .arrangement (see Chapter E i g h t ) were n e v e r e n t i r e l y 

o b l i t e r a t e d i n the r e l a t i o n s h i p o f H and I , and f o r t h i s r e a s o n 

t h e y c o u l d n e v e r s t a y t o g e t h e r f o r v e r y l o n g . 

FZ - BS M a r r i a g e s 

The a l t e r n a t i v e s f o r v e r t i c a l movement i n a FZ - BS 

m a r r i a g e a r e the o p p o s i t e from the k i n d we have j u s t d i s c u s s e d 

because, i n t h e s e c a s e s , i t i s the woman who can drop and the 

man who can r i s e I n the h i e r a r c h y o f te r m s . The a l t e r n a t e term 

p a i r s a re almost t h e same i n t h i s form o f m a r r i a g e as the l a s t . 

They a r e s i m p l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t s e x e s . Thus the 

a l t e r n a t i v e f o r the woman was t o sub s t i t i i t e _ ^ . i \ i o \ L e x and_£Jt.U^cVic 

f o r £_3G>VĴ £: .and J ^ ^ I A ^ , and f o r the man the c h o i c e v/as between 
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..._-tos . and OJf\#.... , and _la_._and g.^acta.... The p a r t i c u l a r s 

o f t he two cases we c o n s i d e r below a r e a g a i n c e n t e r e d on the f a c t 

t h a t p e o p l e i n d i f f e r e n t g e n e r a t i o n s c o u l d be s i m i l a r i n age and 

pe o p l e who r e c o g n i z e d each o t h e r as b e i n g i n the same g e n e r a t i o n 

c o u l d be twenty o r more y e a r s a p a r t i n age. 

Diagram 7.3  

PZ - BS MARRIAGE 

, / , 

6 6 

A ,L o 
p L N 

A 
Q 

I n d i v i d u a l I m a r r i e d Q who was the son o f IT and P. 

P r i o r t o t h i s m a r r i a g e the woman I r e f e r r e d t o IT as _1<J_V__I__ ( B - H ) , 

t o P as t\_Y Vy and t o Q as . However, o v e r t h i r t y 

y e a r s s e p a r a t e d t h e ages o f L and b o t h IT and P, and L was o n l y 

a few y e a r s o l d e r t h a n Q. Prom t h e f a c t t h a t L and Q became 

m a r r i e d we can r e a s o n a b l y assume t h a t the d i f f e r e n c e s and d i s t a n c e 

i m p l i e d i n t h e terms w h i c h t h e y used f o r each o t h e r , i . e . l*g»iAc -

» were i g n o r e d , and i t seems, presumably because o f 

t h e i r p r o x i m i t y i n age, t h e y must have behaved towards one a n o t h e r 

as 6 L a . _ - _.£_̂ ch&]v. I n any event t h e i r m a r r i a g e r e s u l t e d i n 

Q r e m a i n i n g s t a t i o n a r y i n the h i e r a r c h y o f terms and c o n t i n u i n g 

t o use f i l i a l terms f o r IT and P, whereas I was r e c a t e g o r i z e d by 

3T and P as Q's spouse. Por t h e IT-L r e l a t i o n s h i p t h i s i n v o l v e d the 

p a i r t^Csi^. - jL__clc__._ and t h e P-L r e l a t i o n s h i p i t i n v o l v e d 

£$IAC - £.sua . . 
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D i a g r a m ' 7 . 4 

PZ - BS MARRIAGE 

6 1= L i = A = $ 
R x: T u w 

A 
v 

The i n d i v i d u a l V r e f e r r e d t o U and ¥ as__cV\^. ..and _|£<V_ 

r e s p e c t i v e l y , t o t h e c o u p l e X and T as JL_J&__and jLStcx . ., and t o 

R as _ErS.Uc • A t t h e time ¥ took h i s second w i f e IJ, Y was about 

f i f t e e n y e a r s o l d , R v/as s l i g h t l y younger th a n Y, and X and T 

were i n t h e i r l a t e t w e n t i e s . I t appears t h a t the f i l i a l terms 

f o r U and ¥ were always used by Y d u r i n g the l i f e o f h i s p a r e n t s . 

We a r e concerned here w i t h the terms used between R and Y, who 

m a r r i e d i n t h e i r e a r l y t w e n t i e s , and the c o u p l e X and T. 

When R and Y were m a r r i e d R was r e c a t e g o r i z e d i n t o the 

g e n e r a t i o n a l l e v e l o f h e r spouse by X and T. A t the t i m e , 

p r o b a b l y because X v/as b e g i n n i n g t o a c q u i r e a c o n s i d e r a b l e 

r e p u t a t i o n as a shaman, t h i s s t r u c t u r i n g - v/as n o t d i s p u t e d by the 

younger c o u p l e . However, when R and Y were i n t h e i r e a r l y t h i r t i e s , 

R d i e d and Y h i m s e l f , t h r o u g h a s e r i e s o f r a t h e r d r a m a t i c 

a ccomplishments, a l s o began to a c q u i r e a r e p u t a t i o n as a shaman. 

T h i s r e s u l t e d i n Y and X b e i n g p a r t i a l l y r e - c a t e g o r i z e d , on Y's 

i n i t i a t i v e , when V a t t e m p t e d t o r e p l a c e the r e c i p r o c a l p a i r 

- .fcSCjAO^.by the p a i r 5 U - ...SVCK . We say p a r t i a l l y 

because i t seems t h a t X n e v e r w h o l l y a c q u i e s c e d to t h i s . s t r u c t u r i n g 

and c o n s e q u e n t l y , a l t h o u g h X a p p a r e n t l y n e v e r made an. i s s u e out 
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o f b e i n g r e f e r r e d t o as__5\,os>_ by Y, he c o n t i n u e d t o r e f e r t o Y as 

_^C_\AOV._' A ^ " t ^ e same time and i n s p i t e o f the f a c t t h a t Y 

c a t e g o r i z e d X as sUx , Y c o n t i n u e d t o r e f e r t o T as_£r)_$L . 

The above ac c o u n t was r e c o r d e d over twenty jrears a f t e r 

t h e e v e n t s had o c c u r r e d , but i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o note t h a t t h e 

use o f t h e n o n - r e c i p r o c a l ( 5V.CK - ^ S C \ A O < ) and non-complementary 

( - ) w e r e s t i l l b e i n g used between Y, X and T a t 

the same time f i e l d work was b e i n g c a r r i e d o u t . Both Y and X 

p r e s e n t e d t h e i r case t o us i n terms o f a l t e r n a t e b u t , i t v/ould 

seem, e q u a l l ; / c o r r e c t s y n t a c t i c a l arguments. Prom X's p o i n t o f 

vie w V was h i s spouse's s i s t e r ' s c h i l d and hence the termLS&S&Ckr 

a p p l i e d . Prom Y's p o i n t o f v i e w X was h i s (deceased) spouse's 

b r o t h e r and hence the term __sV.a>_aPPJii.e_, however, i n t h i s second 

case Y's r e - c a t e g o r i z a t i o n o f X d i d n o t i n v o l v e a complementary 

c a t e g o r i z a t i o n o f T. Furthermore Y took the i n i t i a t i v e i n t h i s 

case o n l y a f t e r he had become a shaman h i m s e l f and t o t h e e x t e n t 

i t was d i r e c t e d a t X we have, i t seems, a case o f one shaman 

t r y i n g t o e x p r e s s a r e l a t i o n s h i p o f e q u a l i t y w i t h a n o t h e r . That 

t h i s r e s u l t e d i n a s t a l e m a t e , n e i t h e r X n o r Y c l e a r l y a t t a i n i n g 

ascendency o v e r the o t h e r , speaks most c l e a r l y o f the semantic 

i m p l i c a t i o n s o f power i n h e r e n t i n K a s i n i k i n terms as w e l l as the 

u n s y s t e m a t i c a p p l i c a t i o n and y e t c r e a t i v e use t o w h i c h such terms 

c o u l d be p u t . 

We argue t h e n t h a t a h i e r a r c h y i s i m p l i c i t i n K a s i n i 

c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s o f r e l a t i o n s h i p s between most kinsmen and 

t h a t t h i s h i e r a r c h y was i n f o r m e d by c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f r e l a t i v e 

degrees o f power. To th e e x t e n t t h a t t h i s was e v i d e n t i n 
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d i f f e r e n c e s o f age and g e n e r a t i o n we have, o r r a t h e r the K a s i n i 

had, a n a t u r a l o r d e r w h i c h f u n c t i o n e d i n the c o n c e p t u a l r e c o g n i t i o n 

o f power d i s c r e p a n c i e s . W i t h i n Ego's own m o i e t y t h e s e c o n c e p t u a l 

d i f f e r e n c e s were e x h a u s t i v e and t h e r e was no way he c o u l d 

c a t e g o r i z e a n o t h e r as an e q u a l and c o n s e q u e n t l y he r e c o g n i z e d 

everyone as h a v i n g more o r l e s s power t h a n h i m s e l f . F u rthermore, 

we -noted t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h i n the same moietj' - took advantage 

o f o n l y two a l t e r n a t i v e s open to them. E i t h e r t h e y remained 

s t a t i o n a r y w i t h r e s p e c t t o o t h e r s i n t h e i r m a t r i l i n e o r t h e 

i m p l i e d d i f f e r e n c e s were expanded "by a r e - c a t e g o r i z a t i o n u s i n g 

terms t h a t were g e n e r a t i o n a l l y more remote. The r e l a t i o n s 

between i n d i v i d u a l s o f o p p o s i t e m o i e t i e s v/ere somewhat d i f f e r e n t 

f o r h e r e , a t l e a s t , t h e r e v/as t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o assume a r e l a t i o n 

s h i p o f e q u a l i t j r and r e a l i z e , s o c i a l l y , something w h i c h c o r r e s p o n d e d 

t o e i t h e r a b a l a n c e d d u a l i t y , as between spouses, o r a n u l l i f i e d 

and, as we s h a l l see, u l t i m a t e l y i n s i g n i f i c a n t i n e q u a l i t y , as 

between same sexed c r o s s - c o u s i n s . We f u r t h e r demonstrated t h a t 

f i l i a t i o n and age d i f f e r e n c e s c o u l d be p r e d i c a t e d on t h i s framework 

o f r e l a t i v e power r a t h e r t h a n the r e v e r s e and t h a t when c l e a r 

a l t e r n a t i v e s v/ere open the c h o i c e c o u l d r e s t e i t h e r on t h e 

c o r r e c t n e s s o f s y n t a c t i c a l l i n k a g e s o r on the demonstrated 

d i f f e r e n c e s o f power between the i n d i v i d u a l s i n v o l v e d . 
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CHAPTER VIII 
KINSHIP RELATIONSAND THE COI'-TOSITION OP DOMESTIC GROUPS 

We v/ish i n t h i s c h a p t e r t o c o n c e n t r a t e on t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s 

o f c e r t a i n c o n f i g u r a t i o n s o f s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s and t h e i r p l a c e i n t h e 

f o r m a t i o n and i n t e r n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f K a s i n i d o m e s t i c g r o u p s . 

I t b ears r e p e a t i n g a t t h i s p o i n t t h a t t h e c o m p o s i t i o n o f do m e s t i c 

groups was n o t i d e a l i z e d , the groups were unnamed and t h e i r forma

t i o n was n o t a f u n c t i o n o f a r e s i d e n c e r u l e . The a c i d t e s t o f 

K a s i n i d o m e s t i c groups was economic v i a b i l i t y and i n o r d e r t o 

ensure s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y a core of a b l e - b o d i e d and knowledgeable 

" p r o v i d e r s " was a r e q u i s i t e i n t h e i r c o m p o s i t i o n . A t any g i v e n 

t i m e the f a c t o r s o f i l l n e s s , d e a t h o r a d v a n c i n g senescence c o u l d , 

s e v e r a l l y o r i n c o m b i n a t i o n , a l l produce a need f o r a new " p r o v i d e r " 

and s i n c e the K a s i n i p o p u l a t i o n was s m a l l and d e m o g r a p h i c a l l y 

v u l n e r a b l e t h e scope f o r s e l e c t i o n was o f t e n r e s t r i c t e d . As a 

r e s u l t many d i f f e r e n t c o m b i n a t i o n s o f males, females o r males and 

fe m a l e s emerged as " p r o v i d e r s " i n domesti c groups and we have 

g i v e n i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f some o f t h e s e . 

Presumably any groups o f p e o p l e who p o s s e s s e d a comparable 

t e c h n o l o g y and e x p l o i t e d i d e n t i c a l r e s o u r c e s i n the same r e g i o n 

would be s u b j e c t , w i t h o n l y s l i g h t v a r i a t i o n , t o the k i n d s o f 

demands and l i m i t e d a l t e r n a t i v e s we have c o n s i d e r e d . C e r t a i n l y 

K a s i n i were sometimes r e q u i r e d by c i r c u m s t a n c e t o respond i n t h e i r 

d o m e s t i c arrangements t o a narrow and by no means accommodating 

s t a t e o f a f f a i r s . I n a c c e p t i n g the e x i g e n t demands o f t h e i r 

. m a t e r i a l e x i s t e n c e , , however, -we do. not t h e r e b y d i s c o u n t t h a t K a s i n i 

e x e r c i s e d p r e f e r e n c e s when they c o u l d n o r t h a t the v a r i o u s c o m b i n a t i o n s 
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o f p e o p l e who c o n s t i t u t e d d o m e s t i c groups were a l l e q u a l l y 

a c c e p t a b l e . 

I t i s the purpose o f t h i s c h a p t e r t o examine p r e f e r r e d 

d o m e s t i c arrangements and d e s c r i b e those c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h l e d t o 

s t r a i n between c e r t a i n c l a s s e s o f p e o p l e . I n d o i n g so we a r e 

o b l i g e d t o adopt an e g o c e n t r i c p e r s p e c t i v e f o r a l t h o u g h K a s i n i 

d o m e s t i c groups f u n c t i o n e d as o r g a n i z e d u n i t s i n t h e e m p i r i c a l 

s ense, t h e y d i d n o t f u n c t i o n as u n i t s o f o r g a n i z a t i o n on t h e 

c o n c e p t u a l l e v e l and i n d i v i d u a l s i n a group d i d n o t c o n s i d e r 

t h e m s e l v e s t o be once and f o r a l l members o f such u n i t s . S t r i c t l y 

s p e a k i n g i t was p e o p l e n ot groups w h i c h were i n t e r r e l a t e d c o n c e p t u a l l y 

and f o r t h i s r e a s o n we a r e no more i n a p o s i t i o n t o speak o f t h e 

i n t e r r e l a t i o n o f K a s i n i d o m e s t i c groups t h a n we are a b l e t o speak, 

f o r example, o f the i n t e r r e l a t i o n o f e g o c e n t r i c k i n d r e d s . As a 

p e r s p e c t i v e i t does have the advantage o f p r e s e n t i n g a p i c t u r e 

o f t h e f o r m a t i o n and i n t e r n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f domesti c groups i n 

w h i c h the group p e r se does not compete f o r c e n t e r s t a g e i n the 

a n a l y s i s , but i n d o i n g so i t u n f o r t u n a t e l y produces a fragmented 

and r a t h e r i n e l e g a n t e x p o s i t i o n w h i c h we have n o t been a b l e t o 

a v o i d . 

Throughout the f i r s t two s e c t i o n s o f t h e d i s c u s s i o n t h a t 

f o l l o w s i t i s necessarj'" t o i n c o r p o r a t e c e r t a i n f e a t u r e s o f t h e 

argument dev e l o p e d i n the next c h a p t e r where we examine K a s i n i 

k i n terms as a s u b - c l a s s encompassed by a b r o a d e r framework o f 

s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s . I t w i l l be n e c e s s a r y , t h e r e f o r e , t o examine 

b r i e f l y c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f t h i s l a t e r d i s c u s s i o n and i n d i c a t e how 

i t r e l a t e s t o t h e d e s c r i p t i o n and l i n e o f argument p r e s e n t e d below. 
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K a s i n i k i n terms v/ere alv/ays used as terms o f a d d r e s s and 

co n s e q u e n t l y t h e y bear d i r e c t l y on a d i s c u s s i o n o f do m e s t i c group 

r e l a t i o n s . As terms o f r e f e r e n c e , hov/eyer, k i n terms v/ere used 

o n l y i n r e g a r d t o thos e w i t h whom'-'Sgo v/as c u r r e n t l y " i n -frequent c o n t a c t 

P e o p l e w i t h whom he i n t e r a c t e d i n f r e q u e n t l y o r w i t h whom he had 

ceased t o i n t e r a c t , he r e f e r r e d t o w i t h n o n - k i n t e r m s . H e r e a f t e r 

we v / i l l r e f e r t o t h e s e n o n - k i n c a t e g o r i e s as " o t h e r p e o p l e " names. 

T h i s t o t a l s e t of c a t e g o r i e s , i n c l u d i n g k i n terms and " o t h e r 

p e o p l e " names, f u n c t i o n e d as a means o f p o r t r a y i n g s o c i a l d i s t a n c e 

and i t i s the r e c o g n i t i o n and a f f e c t i v e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h i s f e l t 

d i s t a n c e , w h i c h i n d i r e c t l y i n t r u d e s i n two r e l a t e d ways below. 

F i r s t , t h e r e i s the q u e s t i o n o f d e f i n i n g s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s 

and d e s c r i b i n g the r e l a t i o n s h i p t h a t o b t a i n s between r e c i p r o c a l 

p a i r s of c a t e g o r i e s . I g n o r i n g f o r t h e moment t h e h i e r a r c h y i m p l i c i t 

i n K a s i n i k i n terms we can t a k e , as example, the r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between " b r o t h e r " and " s i s t e r " ( B - Z ) . These two c l a s s e s o f p e o p l e 

c o u l d n o t marry by v i r t u e o f the e x p l i c i t K a s i n i p r o s c r i p t i o n o f 

m o i e t y exogamy. However, a p a r t f rom t h i s r u l e , w h i c h o b t a i n e d 

r e g a r d l e s s o f s o c i a l d i s t a n c e , t h e r e '.was. a whole s e r i e s o f 

c o n t r a d i c t o r y f e a t u r e s w h i c h c o u l d c h a r a c t e r i z e the B-Z r e l a t i o n 

s h i p . The f o l l o w i n g t h i n g s were frowned upon between B and Z in

f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t : s p e a k i n g t o each o t h e r , s l e e p i n g t o g e t h e r , 

making s e x u a l a l l u s i o n s and e x p o s i n g t h e i r g e n i t a l s . C o n v e r s e l y , 

p e o p l e who a d d r e s s e d each o t h e r w i t h the terms B and Z, but who 

had o n l y i n f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t , n o t o n l y spoke to each o t h e r q u i t e 

f r e e l y t h e y v/ere a l s o known to s l e e p t o g e t h e r and make s e x u a l 

a l l u s i o n s i n each o t h e r ' s company. 
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The B-Z r e l a t i o n s h i p can he c a s t i n a q u i t e d i f f e r e n t 

l i g h t depending on how t h e s e f a c t s a r e i n t e r p r e t e d . One c o u l d , 

f o r i n s t a n c e , a s s o c i a t e B and Z d i r e c t l y w i t h v a r i o u s m u t u a l l y 

p r o s c r i b e d a c t i v i t i e s and take t h i s to be the d e f i n i t i o n o f t h e i r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . I n w h i c h case one might u n d e r p l a y the f a c t o r o f 

s o c i a l d i s t a n c e and s i m p l y c o n c l ude t h a t B-Z r e l a t i o n s h i p d i s s i p a t e d 

t h e l e s s f r e q u e n t l y B and Z i n t e r a c t e d . On t h e o t h e r hand, o n e c o u l d 

a c c e p t b o t h ends o f the s o c i a l d i s t a n c e spectrum as b e i n g v a l i d 

e x p r e s s i o n s o f the B-Z r e l a t i o n s h i p . I n w h i c h case a s y n t h e s i s 

c o u l d be a c h i e v e d by w r i t i n g i n the i m p l i c i t r u l e t h a t B-Z 

r e l a t i o n s h i p v a r i e d , a c c o r d i n g ' t o . s o c i a l d i s t a n c e . The r e l a t i o n s h i p , 

f r o m t h i s p e r s p e c t i v e , would not be s u b j e c t t o a s i n g l e d e f i n i t i o n — 

i t c o u l d have m u l t i p l e d e f i n i t i o n s and each would be c o n t i n g e n t 

on the s o c i a l d i s t a n c e e x p e r i e n c e d a t a g i v e n t i m e . 

The problem we pose here cannot, we b e l i e v e , be r e s o l v e d 

s i m p l y by r e f e r e n c e t o t h e e v i d e n c e i t s e l f . How, a f t e r a l l , i s 

one to d e c i d e t h a t an i m p l i c i t r u l e i n d u c e d from t h e m a t e r i a l i s 

more i m p o r t a n t t h a n an e x p l i c i t p r o h i b i t i o n u t t e r e d by i n f o r m a n t s ? 

F o r t h a t m a t t e r , how i s one t o d e c i d e whether g e n e r a l q u e s t i o n s a r e 

n a r r o w l y u n d e r s t o o d and r e c e i v e narrow answers couched i n g e n e r a l 

terms, e.g., 3 and Z s h o u l d n o t speak to each o t h e r ? Our s o l u t i o n , 

s u c h as i t i s — and perhaps must be — i s t o weigh t h e e v i d e n c e 

i n a manner w h i c h i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h a premise t h a t u n d e r l i e s t h i s 

s t u d y o f K a s i n i s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

The premise c e n t e r s on i s s u e s c o n s i d e r e d i n the n e x t 

c h a p t e r and a s s e r t s t h a t K a s i n i s o c i a l i d e n t i t y was s u b j e c t t o 

change. As i n d i v i d u a l s moved i n and out o f each o t h e r ' s ambience 
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t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p and mode o f c a t e g o r i z i n g one a n o t h e r v a r i e d and 

eve r y K a s i n i v/as engaged i n a c o n t i n u o u s r e c i p r o c a l p r o c e s s o f 

i d e n t i f y i n g h i m s e l f i n terms o f o t h e r s and o t h e r s i n terms o f 

h i m s e l f . S o c i a l i d e n t i t y v/as n o t , g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , f i x e d and 

K a s i n i r e l a t i o n s were n ot moored t o a s t a t i c framework o f d i s c r e t e 

segments w h i c h once and f o r a l l d e f i n e d Ego v / i t h r e s p e c t t o A l t e r . 

The s t r u c t u r a l shape o f K a s i n i i n r e l a t i o n s h i p d i d n o t , t h e r e f o r e , 

e n t a i l c l o s u r e i n t o d i s c r e t e and e n d u r i n g segments and i t i s i n 

terms o f t h i s f a c t t h a t we have been prompted to emphasize o r 

'play down a s p e c t s o f the m a t e r i a l p r e s e n t e d below. I n the d i s c u s 

s i o n o f K a s i n i i n c e s t , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e e v i d e n c e we p r o v i d e has a 

r a t h e r a n f r a c t u o u s q u a l i t y w h i c h a l l o w s f o r two q u i t e d i f f e r e n t 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . One o f th e s e — the more o r t h o d o x — i s t h a t 

K a s i n i r e c o g n i z e d s p e c i f i c k i n - t y p e s between whom s e x u a l a c t i v i t y 

was f o r b i d d e n . T h i s p e r s p e c t i v e fragments K a s i n i p o p u l a t i o n i n t o 

d i s c r e t e segments d e f i n e d by the s o - c a l l e d i n c e s t r u l e . The o t h e r 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s o l a t e s s t r a t a i n K a s i n i p o p u l a t i o n between whom 

s e x u a l a c t i v i t y was f o r b i d d e n . I n s t e a d o f i s o l a t i n g c l u s t e r s o f 

k i n - t y p e s who a v o i d e d s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s we w i l l see, from t h i s 

p e r s p e c t i v e , t h a t broad c l a s s e s o f p e o p l e d i d so, and thes e c l a s s e s 

c u t r i g h t a c r o s s K a s i n i s o c i e t y . I n t h e d e s c r i p t i o n and a n a l y s i s 

w h i c h f o l l o w s we base o ur argument on the second, v i e w p o i n t r a t h e r 

t h a n the f i r s t . T h i s i s n o t , however, because the ev i d e n c e i s 

u n e q u i v o c a l , but r a t h e r because we a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n d e v e l o p i n g a 

l i n e o f argument c o n s i s t e n t v / i t h o u r p r e m i s e . To t h i s end t h e 

second r a t h e r t h a n t h e f i r s t p e r s p e c t i v e i s a p p o s i t e . 

The d e s c r i p t i o n p roceeds as f o l l o w s : F i r s t we c o n s i d e r 

r e l a t i o n s between males and between females i n terms o f t h o s e 
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a c t i v i t i e s i n w h i c h t h e y a r e g e n e r a l l y a s s o c i a t e d . From t h i s 

we suggest c e r t a i n g e n e r a l f e a t u r e s o f the arrangements w h i c h 

o b t a i n e d between i n d i v i d u a l s o f the same sex. Secondly, we c o n s i d e r 

t h e g e n e r a l male-female r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h i n a framework o f custom 

and b e h a v i o r a l r u l e s p e r t a i n i n g t o k i n s h i p and s h a r i n g p r a c t i c e s . 

I n terms o f the p r e c e d i n g we then, examine t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f 

c l u s t e r s o f r e l a t i o n s h i p t h a t o b t a i n between th o s e who f u n c t i o n e d 

as " p r o v i d e r s " and "dependents". F i n a l l y , we suggest some s o c i o 

l o g i c a l r e a s o n s f o r t h e s i z e o f domesti c groups, t h e s e p a r a t i o n 

o f people who a r e o f c l o s e g e n e a l o g i c a l c o n n e c t i o n , and the i s o l a 

t i o n , o f t h e m a r r i e d c o u p l e as a p i v o t a l u n i t i n t h e w i d e r o r g a n i z a t i o n 

o f K a s i n i a f f a i r s . 

M a l e s , H u n t i n g and C o m p e t i t i o n 

B e g i n n i n g i n e a r l y a d o l e s c e n c e K a s i n i males were concerned 

w i t h d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h e i r a b i l i t i e s o r powers and t h e c o n t e x t i n 

wh i c h t h e y most f r e q u e n t l y found t h e m s e l v e s a b l e t o do t h i s was 

i n t h e que s t f o r f o o d . T h i s gave a c o n n o t a t i v e i f n o t d e n o t a t i v e 

i n d i v i d u a l i s m t o the a c t i v i t y o f h u n t i n g , where t h e a b i l i t i e s o f 

two h u n t e r s were open t o mutual assessment and reassessment and 

the r e l a t i v e c a p a b i l i t i e s o f each c o u l d be compared t h r o u g h t i m e . 

T h i s k i n d o f r e l a t i o n s h i p between men was broadly/ c o m p e t i t i v e i n 

n a t u r e f o r i t w i l l be remembered t h a t "power" g e n e r a l l y e x i s t e d 

i n two r e l a t e d but semi-autonomous ways i n K a s i n i c u l t u r e . F i r s t , 

"power" was proven and ob s e r v e d a b i l i t y . C o nsequently, two i n d i v i d u a l 

always had some measure o f the r e l a t i v e e f f i c a c y o f t h e i r c a p a b i l i t i e s 

T h i s r e c o g n i t i o n was an e m p i r i c a l m a t t e r ; i t was a c o n c l u s i o n based 

on comparison o f demonstrated achievements and s i n c e any i n d i v i d u a l ' s 
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c a p a b i l i t i e s v/ere s u b j e c t to change no such c o n c l u s i o n need endure 

t h r o u g h t i m e . S econdly, "power"; was an a b s t r a c t i o n i n c o r p o r a t e d 

i n K a s i n i k i n terms. I n t h i s c o n t e x t assumed d i f f e r e n c e s between 

the power o f two i n d i v i d u a l s were p o s t u l a t e d , and a l t h o u g h the 

d i s c r e p a n c i e s i m p l i e d between a s p e c i f i c r e c i p r o c a l p a i r o f terms 

c o u l d be r e p l a c e d by a n o t h e r p a i r , t h e s e changes n o t o n l y v/ere 

c o n s t r a i n e d by t h e s m a l l number o f a v a i l a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e s , but t h e y 

a l s o d i d n o t a l l o w f o r the r e v e r s a l s t h a t might be e v i d e n t i n a 

comparison o f a c t u a l c a p a b i l i t i e s . 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p between t h e s e two ways o f r e c o g n i z i n g 

d i s c r e p a n c i e s between the power o f i n d i v i d u a l s i s t h a t t h e y b o t h 

h i n g e on r e c o g n i z e d d i f f e r e n c e s i n a b i l i t y . But whereas the k i n s h i p 

t e r m i n o l o g y seems to be an a t t e m p t to f r e e z e t h e m a n i f e s t d i f f e r e n c e s 

between i n f a n t and a d u l t i n t o a f i x e d and e n d u r i n g q u a l i t y o f a l l 

t h o s e s e p a r a t e d by age and g e n e r a t i o n , the K a s i n i a l s o had to 

contend v / i t h t h e f a c t t h a t r e g a r d l e s s o f the l i m i t a t i o n s o f t h e i r 

system o f c a t e g o r i z i n g one a n o t h e r , the younger p e r s o n v/as o f t e n 

more capable t h a n t h e . o l d e r and t h e - p e r s o n i n t h e j u n i o r ' g e n e r a t i o n 

i n e v i t a b l y became, a t l e a s t i n the i m p o r t a n t c o n t e x t o f e x p l o i t a 

t i o n , much more c a p a b l e t h a n th e p e r s o n i n t h e s e n i o r g e n e r a t i o n . 

I n o t h e r words i m p l i e d d i f f e r e n c e s o f a b i l i t y d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y . 

c o i n c i d e w i t h o b s e r v e d d i f f e r e n c e s , and t h i s r a i s e s the. q u e s t i o n 

o f w h i c h t o o k precedence o r , as F i r t h has put i t , w h i c h v/as 

"master" i n the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

.We.alluded t o t h i s same i s s u e when i n Chapter seven we 

1. c f . "The t e r m i n o l o g y o f a c l a s s i f i c a t o r y k i n s h i p system i s t h e 
s e r v a n t , n o t the master, of the s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w h i c h i t 
p o r t r a y s " ( F i r t h - 1936:267). 
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saw t h a t c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f a c t u a l c a p a b i l i t i e s i n f l u e n c e d how 

i n d i v i d u a l s were i n c l i n e d t o c a t e g o r i z e each o t h e r . However, we 

a l s o n o t e d l i m i t a t i o n s to-how e x t e n s i v e l y t h i s was done and t h e r e 

were e x c e p t i o n s w h i c h p r e v e n t e d us from a s s e r t i n g u n e q u i v o c a l l y 

t h a t e i t h e r some phenomenal c o n s i d e r a t i o n o r the r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between c a t e g o r i e s f u n c t i o n e d as t h e d e c i d i n g f a c t o r i n i n t e r p r e t a 

t i o n o f i n t e r a c t i o n . F o r i n s t a n c e we p o s s e s s no e v i d e n c e o f 

i n d i v i d u a l s i n the same mo i e t y r e d u c i n g , on t h e l e v e l o f s o c i a l 

c a t e g o r i e s , the i m p l i e d d i f f e r e n c e s between t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 

powers and, r e g a r d l e s s o f m o i e t y membership, no ev i d e n c e t h a t 

a p p l i c a t i o n o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s was i n any i n s t a n c e r e v e r s e d . 

F o r many K a s i n i men t h i s i n e v i t a b l y produced a s i t u a t i o n w h i c h , 

from t h e p e r s p e c t i v e o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s , i m p l i e d a r e l a t i o n s h i p 

l i k e t h i s , 

A 

B 

and y e t from t h e p e r s p e c t i v e o f demonstrated a b i l i t i e s emerged 
l i k e t h i s , 

B 

I 
A 

We c o u l d c o n c l u d e l o g i c a l l y t h a t K a s i n i would be f o r c e d 

t o do one o f t h r e e t h i n g s . The;; c o u l d i g n o r e the obser v e d d i f f e r e n c 

and emphasize t h e d i f f e r e n c e s i m p l i e d by s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s . They 

c o u l d r e c o g n i z e t h e obser v e d d i f f e r e n c e s and i g n o r e d i f f e r e n c e s o f 

c a t e g o r y . Or t h e y c o u l d i n s u l a t e i n d i v i d u a l s A and B i n such a 

way t h a t the d i f f e r e n c e s made no d i f f e r e n c e . W i t h r e s p e c t t o the 
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f i r s t a l t e r n a t i v e we a l r e a d y know- K a s i n i were n o t so i n c l i n e d , and 

v / i t h r e s p e c t to t h e second we know t h a t t h e s e c a t e g o r i e s were 

m e a n i n g f u l and a l t h o u g h K a s i n i p l a y e d w i t h them a good d e a l t h e r e 

were l i m i t a t i o n s t hey seemed t o r e c o g n i z e . T h i s s u g g e s t s t h e r e 

v/ere more reaso n s t h a n one p r e v e n t i n g them from abandoning t h i s 

i n t e r p r e t i v e framework a l t o g e t h e r . As we s h a l l see i t v/as t h e 

l a s t a l t e r n a t i v e t hey employed and a l t h o u g h i n d o i n g so t h e y were 

l a r g e l y s u c c e s s f u l i n p r e v e n t i n g d i s p u t e s between A and B c o n c e r n i n g 

how t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n might be i n t e r p r e t e d , t h e r e d i d e x i s t , 

l a c u n a e i n t h e i r methods; f o r t h e r e v/ere a c t i v i t i e s ^ l i k e h u n t i n g , 

where a d i s c r e p a n c y between i m p l i e d d i f f e r e n c e s and a c t u a l d i f f e r e n c e s 

o f a b i l i t y v/ere s i g n i f i c a n t t o the p a r t i c i p a n t s concerned. 

Females, G a t h e r i n g and C o - o p e r a t i o n 

The d o m e s t i c t a s k s a s s o c i a t e d v / i t h women were group 

o r i e n t e d and i n a camp s e t t i n g l e n t themselves t o c o - o p e r a t i v e 

a c t i v i t y . A c o n s t a n t among t h e s e t a s k s v/as c a r e o f i n f a n t s and 

s u p e r v i s i o n o f c h i l d r e n ^ a n d t h o s e a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h c o u l d e a s i l y 

be c a r r i e d out i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h i s p r i m a r y c o n c e r n have been 

a p t l y d e s c r i b e d as b e i n g " i n t e r r u p t a b l e " , " e a s i l y resumed" and 

" r e p e t i t i v e " i n n a t u r e . Sewing, c o o k i n g , t a n n i n g l e a t h e r and 

c h e c k i n g s n a r e s and f i s h n e t s a r e such a c t i v i t i e s and a l t h o u g h t h e y 

p o s s e s s no o b v i o u s i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e i n t h e sense t h a t performance 

o f one i s a r e q u i s i t e f o r performance o f a n o t h e r , t h e y a r e r e l a t e d 

i n the sense t h a t each l e n d s i t s e l f and, i n p r i n c i p l e , c o u l d be 

performed i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the demands o f c a r i n g f o r c h i l d r e n . 

These v a r i o u s a c t i v i t i e s a l l . f a l l t o g e t h e r and were 

thought to do so by t h e K a s i n i i n t h a t t h e y were a l l c o n s i d e r e d t o 

be the a c t i v i t i e s o f women. However, even i f t h i s does mean t h a t 
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a s i n g l e a d u l t c o u l d p e r f o r m a l l o f t h e s e t a s k s i t would he a 

m a t t e r o f o b v i o u s convenience i f . two women c o u l d c o - o r d i n a t e 

t h e i r work s c h e d u l e s so t h a t , f o r i n s t a n c e , an hour c o u l d be spent 

c h e c k i n g n e t s o r sna r e s w i t h o u t h a v i n g a s m a l l , d a w d l i n g and 

e a s i l y t i r e a b l e c h i l d i n a t t e n d a n c e o r w i t h o u t h a v i n g t o c a r r j r 

an i n f a n t . I n p o i n t o f f a c t K a s i n i women c u s t o m a r i l y made such 

arrangements and i n a v e r y i m p o r t a n t sense t h e i r c o n s t a n t exchange 

o f s e r v i c e s p r o v i d e d one o f the most s t a b l e frameworks o f i n t e r 

a c t i o n w i t h i n domestic g r o u p s . What was i n v o l v e d was r e c i p r o c a 

t i o n o f i d e n t i c a l s e r v i c e s a t d i f f e r e n t t i m e s and i n p r i n c i p l e 

each day c o u l d b r i n g such an exchange f u l l c i r c l e , n e i t h e r , p a r t y 

g a i n i n g a t t h e o t h e r ' s expense. And s i n c e s uch arrangements 

were engaged i n f o r r e a s o n s o f convenience r a t h e r t h a n any r e a l 

n e c e s s i t y t h e r e would be l i t t l e i n c l i n a t i o n f o r e i t h e r party; t o 

endanger the r e l a t i o n s h i p by a t t e m p t i n g to m a n i p u l a t e a o n e - s i d e d 

r a t h e r t h a n j o i n t p a y - o f f . 

Thus women were i n c l i n e d t o c o - o p e r a t e i n p u r s u i t o f t h e i r 

r e s p e c t i v e a c t i v i t i e s and t o c o - o r d i n a t e t h e i r work s c h e d u l e s so 

t h a t t h e y would a c h i e v e t h e j o i n t advantage o f b e i n g i n each 

o t h e r ' s company. For t h i s r e a s o n a l o n e the i m p l i e d d i f f e r e n c e s 

o f power between women o f d i f f e r e n t ages and g e n e r a t i o n s was 

seldom a m a t t e r f o r debate o r n e g o t i a t i o n . On the one hand the 

power o f an o l d e r woman i m p l i e d p r o t e c t i o n f o r the 'younger and i t 

d i d n o t l e a d t o a s t r a t e g i c and o p p r e s s i v e advantage o f the o l d e r 

o v e r t h e younger. On the o t h e r hand, the m a n i f e s t d i f f e r e n c e s i n 

a b i l i t y between women i n t h e c o n t e x t o f the v a r i o u s c r a f t s w h i c h 

t h e y pursued d i d not have the d r a m a t i c q u a l i t y and s e r i o u s 

i m p l i c a t i o n s t h a t stemmed from t h e a c t i v i t y o f h u n t i n g . To be 
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s u r e d i f f e r e n c e s o f s k i l l i n m a n u f a c t u r i n g a p a i r o f m o c a s s i n s , 

f o r i n s t a n c e , were c r i t i c a l l y a p p r e c i a t e d but t h e r e were l i m i t a t i o n s 

t o the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e s e d i f f e r e n c e s and, to t h e e x t e n t t h a t a 

g i v e n p a i r o f mocassins was s e r v i c e a b l e , f o r a l l p r a c t i c a l purposes 

one p a i r was as good as a n o t h e r . By c o n t r a s t the d i f f e r e n c e 

between a good ( i . e . s u c c e s s f u l ) and bad h u n t e r v/as c l e a r l y a p p a r e n t 

and c o u l d be v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t to a l l c o n c e r n e d . 

Male-Female R e l a t i o n s 

We argued i n Chapter s i x t h a t a l l K a s i n i males and 

f e m a les v/ere thought t o be r e l a t e d i n terms o f a f u n c t i o n a l and 

s e x u a l , c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y . I t i s the purpose o f t h i s s e c t i o n t o 

demonstrate t h a t a l l r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h i n the framework o f k i n s h i p 

were a c o n t r i v e d , h i g h l y s t y l i z e d and f o r the most p a r t l i m i t e d 

e x p r e s s i o n o f t h i s more g e n e r a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . I n t h e c h a r t below 

we p r o v i d e , a l i s t o f r e c i p r o c a l p a i r s o f k i n c a t e g o r i e s w h i c h a r e 

a r r a n g e d a c c o r d i n g t o same o r o p p o s i t e m o i e t y membership, sex, 

g e n e r a t i o n and r e l a t i v e age. We w i l l c o n s i d e r each of t h e s e p a i r s 

o f terms i n c o n j u n c t i o n v / i t h v a r i o u s p r o s c r i p t i v e and p r e s c r i p t i v e 

b e h a v i o r a l r u l e s . 
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T a b l e 8.1 

M L E ^ FEMALE KIN CATEGORIES 
G e n e r a t i o n Own M o i e t y O p p o s i t e M o i e t y 

Second 
A s c e n d i n g and 
Descending 

FF 
3kU 
"MM 

SD 

DS 

£Z$l&~~ -
FF 

- S t . 
FM 

DD 

SS 

F i r s t 
A s c e n d i n g and 
Descending 

<aj_._t 
"M ~" F 

£ S U . ~ 
FZ 

D 

BS 

HF sw DH 

Own 

z 

. - zJ&£s&' 

IB-

BW 
B A ^ c i k -
u n m a r r i e d 
MBD(FZD) FZS(MBS) 

H d W J 

The f o l l o w i n g d i s c u s s i o n t a k e s i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h e 

f a c t t h a t a l l but one o f the above p a i r s o f terms a r e p o l a r i z e d 

and hence i m p l y a d i f f e r e n c e i n the pov/er o f the p a r t i c i p a n t s t o whom 

th e y r e f e r . On the l e v e l o f t e r m i n o l o g y , t h e r e f o r e , t h i s produces 

a p i c t u r e w h i c h i n d i c a t e s t h a t a f u l l e x p r e s s i o n o f the f e m a l e -

male r e l a t i o n s h i p e x i s t e d o n l y between spouses; f o r i t i s t h e y 

a l o n e who used n o n - p o l a r i z e d terms f o r each o t h e r . T h i s p i c t u r e 

i s c o r r e c t i n a sense, but i t does not i n d i c a t e who i n f a c t c o u l d 

be a spouse, how the o b j e c t i v e f a c t o f r e l a t i v e age i n t r u d e d 

i n t o Ego's assessment o f a n o t h e r and how v a r i o u s r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
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w i t h t h e i r a t t e n d e n t b e h a v i o r a l i n j u n c t i o n s and r e c i p r o c a l t e rm 

p a i r s c o u l d be, under c e r t a i n c o n d i t i o n s , changed i n t o o t h e r 

k i n d s of r e l a t i o n s h i p . F o r reaso n s t h a t w i l l be c l e a r p r e s e n t l y , 

i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o assume t h a t t h e c l a s s e s o f p e o p l e r e f e r r e d 

t o i n the f o l l o w i n g s u b s e c t i o n s a r e i n f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t . I n a d d i t i o n , 

when we speak o f p r o h i b i t e d a c t i v i t i e s below we a r e r e f e r r i n g t o 

a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h v/ere s u b j e c t to p u b l i c censure o n l y , and n o t to 

a c t i v i t i e s t h a t were f o r b i d d e n C<̂  ) because t h e y v/ere i n t r i n s i c a l l y 

dangerous to e n a c t . 

i ) (M), _tn$g. (MZ), . ^ a c J o L (Z+0 and male Ego. 
The term_.#fl^__ c o u l d r e f e r t o any female i n the f i r s t a s c e n d 

i n g g e n e r a t i o n v/ho was i n the same moiety as Ego. L i k e i t s 

male complement JLfjx , the term„jd/7^ s i n g l e s out a p e r s o n 

i n t h i s c l a s s who a c t u a l l y n u r t u r e d Ego; t h e rem a i n d e r o f 

th e c l a s s , v/as r e f e r r e d t o by the term <£/7££ . T h e r e f o r e , 

t h e s e two forms c o u l d , and p r o b a b l y most f r e q u e n t l y d i d , 

c o r r e s p o n d t o M and MZ r e s p e c t i v e l y . However, the d i s t i n c t i o n 

o f g e n e r a l and p a r t i c u l a r f i l i a t i o n v/as based on the a c t u a l 

i n t i m a c y d e v e l o p e d between a woman and dependent c h i l d . 

C o n s e quently, i n the event o f a woman's deat h , i t d i d happen 

t h a t h e r c h i l d r e n ( i . e . those who r e c o g n i z e d h e r as_J3_£7<^_ __) 

c o u l d be'adopted by d i f f e r e n t women i n the same m o i e t y as the 

deceased. I n t h i s event the c h i l d r e n v/ould grow up r e f e r r i n g 

t o q u i t e d i f f e r e n t women as <2L/7^ even though they v/ere 

t h e m s e l v e s f u l l s i b l i n g s . 

B e f o r e m e n t i o n i n g t h e v a r i o u s k i n d s o f a c t i v i t y a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h t h e above c a t e g o r i e s i t i s f i r s t n e c e s s a r y t o i n t r o d u c e 
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the f a c t o r o f r e l a t i v e age. I f an i n d i v i d u a l c a t e g o r i z e d as 

_£fl^ was c l o s e i n age t o Ego he behaved t o h e r as i f she 

were c a t e g o r i z e d .as_^<^<^._.(Z+-); c o n v e r s e l y , i f a p e r s o n 

c a t e g o r i z e d as was a mature a d u l t w i t h c h i l d r e n o f 

her. own b e f o r e Ego r e a c h e d p u b e r t y and a c q u i r e d power, he 

would o f t e n t r e a t h e r as i f she v/ere h i s £71c£ and o c c a s i o n a l l y , 

i f a d o p t i o n took p l a c e , he r e c a t e g o r i z e d h e r as_£LO<j£ (M). 

These f a c t s p o i n t up an. apparent d i s s o n a n c e between a c t u a l 

b e h a v i o r and a p p r o p r i a t e b e h a v i o r a s s o c i a t e d w i t h s p e c i f i c 

c a t e g o r y p a i r s w h i c h cannot be i g n o r e d . But s i n c e t h i s l a c k 

o f correspondence i s a l s o e v i d e n t i n the t h r e e s u b s e c t i o n s 

below, we w i l l p o s t p one.our c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f i t u n t i l a l l 

t h e m a t e r i a l has been p r e s e n t e d . 

A p p r o p r i a t e b e h a v i o r between Ego and A f ] ^ ..(M) v/as as 

f o l l o w s : a f t e r Ego was about e i g h t y e a r s o f age they d i d n o t 

share the same s l e e p i n g b l a n k e t s , t h e y d i d not make s e x u a l 

a l l u s i o n s i n each o t h e r ' s company, and t h e y d i d n o t expose 

t h e i r g e n i t a l s w h i l e i n the o t h e r ' s p r e s e n c e . I f Ego were 

to i g n o r e any o f t h e s e customary ways o f b e h a v i n g he would 

u s u a l l y r e c e i v e a r e p r i m a n d from h i s mother. A p a r t from t h e s e 

i n j u n c t i o n s , however, the two spoke f r e e l y t o each o t h e r and,' 

b e f o r e Ego's m a r r i a g e , t h e y s t o o d i n a r e l a t i o n s h i p o f 

f u n c t i o n a l c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y — Ego p r o v i d e d meat and s k i n s 

f o r h i s mother, and she cooked h i s meals and sewed h i s c l o t h e s , 

e t c . These same c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s v/ere a l s o a s s o c i a t e d w i t h Ego's 

r e l a t i o n s h i p t o his_J!U±gL_J,MZ). 
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When b o t h Ego and J L c i o A ^ (Z+- and o l d e r female p a r a l l e l 

c o u s i n s ) were p a s t p u b e r t y the a p p r o p r i a t e b e h a v i o r between 

them was as f o l l o w s : t h e y d i d not share t h e same b l a n k e t s , 

t h e y d i d not make s e x u a l a l l u s i o n s i n . each o t h e r ' s company, 

t h e y d i d not expose t h e i r g e n i t a l s w h i l e i n the o t h e r ' s 

p r e s e n c e and t h e y d i d n o t speak t o each o t h e r . I n a d d i t i o n 

t h e y v/ere n o t assumed t o s t a n d i n a r e l a t i o n s h i p o f f u n c t i o n a l 

c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y . 

Speech a v o i d a n c e and i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p , to c o o p e r a t i v e a c t i v i t i e s 

between males and females i s i l l u s t r a t e d i n a s t o r y c o n c e r n i n g 

two young s i b l i n g s whom c i r c u m s t a n c e had f o r c e d i n t o b e i n g 

h u n t i n g p a r t n e r s . The time o f y e a r v/as e a r l y March and 

because f o o d s u p p l i e s v/ere low the f a t h e r , and s o l e a d u l t 

male o f the d o m e s t i c group, had gone to the t r a p p i n g p o s t t o 

p i c k up s u p p l i e s . W h i l e he was t h e r e he became i l l and h i s 

r e t u r n t o h i s camp v/as d e l a y e d v / i t h the r e s u l t t h a t h i s v/i f e 

and c h i l d r e n began t o s t a r v e . A f t e r two weeks o f hunger and 

w a i t i n g , t h e mother, who had become weak, asked h e r young 

son t o t a k e the gun and t r y and g e t some f o o d . The son, 

however, v/as too weak t o c a r r y t h e gun. The mother then 

asked the boy's o l d e r s i s t e r to c a r r y the gun and. break a 

t r a i l i n the snow f o r h e r b r o t h e r . The two s e t o f f ; t h e 

o l d e r s i s t e r i n f r o n t w i t h t h e gun and the younger b r o t h e r , 

the h u n t e r , f o l l o w i n g b e h i n d . Whenever t h e s i s t e r s i g h t e d 

something she w o r d l e s s l y p o i n t e d i t out t o h e r b r o t h e r and 

handed him the gun. The boy t h e n shot a t the q u a r r y . A f t e r a 

f u l l day o f t h i s the s i b l i n g s r e t u r n e d t o t h e i r camp v / i t h a 

grouse and a r a b b i t . 
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T h i s s t o r y was t o l d t o us to emphasize speech a v o i d a n c e 

between b r o t h e r - s i s t e r i n f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t and whatever i t s 

h i s t o r i c a l a c c u r a c y , i t may be l a r g e l y a l l e g o r i c a l i n n a t u r e . . 

There was no r e a s o n why, i n an a c t u a l s i t u a t i o n , t h e s t r o n g e r 

o l d e r s i s t e r would not have gone o f f h u n t i n g a l o n e . 

E l t S L . ^ i HP), _ £_stO^LSMB) ,„ KIA Atc\___( _+) and f emal e Ego . 
The term_£5_t5.t<_£_was the a p i c a l male term and t h e r e f o r e 

r e f e r r e d t o incumbents o f p o s i t i o n s i n t h e second a s c e n d i n g 

g e n e r a t i o n and above. I t a l s o r e f e r r e d t o spouse's f a t h e r 

and i t i s i n r e s p e c t t o t h i s p o s i t i o n t h a t we a r e i n t e r e s t e d 

i n i t h e r e . U s u a l l y a spouse's f a t h e r was a l s o a m a r r i e d 

MB o r any o f mother's males p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s who were" m a r r i e d , 

The term r e f e r r e d t o MB; and' mother.'s male p a r a l l e l 

c o u s i n s who were u n m a r r i e d . The term. KuAu\ - r e f e r r e d t o any 

male o l d e r t h a n Ego and i n the same g e n e r a t i o n and m o i e t y . 

IZJtf&XZjskwas c l o s e i n age to Ego he was t r e a t e d as i f he was 

c a t e g o r i z e d asj£u^___v.; c o n v e r s e l y a_./<.U(3_(.<X-Who was very; much-

o l d e r t h a n Ego was t r e a t e d as i f he were c a t e g o r i z e d as 

£$0^^ ; and depending on whether Ego m a r r i e d h e r BS o r MBS 

either_{=i^a^L o r .#̂ (a c o u l d e v e n t u a l l y be r e p l a c e d "bj_tSd^.L^l. 

(HP). 

I t was n e c e s s a r y to t a k e c e r t a i n p r e c a u t i o n a r y measures 

c o n c e r n i n g i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h an o l d e r male o f the same m o i e t y 

and i n the f i r s t a s c e n d i n g g e n e r a t i o n . These measures we 

have c a l l e d g e s t u r e s o f d e f e r e n c e and th e y i n v o l v e d b e i n g 

c a r e f u l when moving about the o l d e r p e r s o n o r h i s b e l o n g i n g s 
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i n o r d e r t o a v o i d f e e l i n g s i c k o r i l l . Between E.&^txA^) 

and Ego t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p was a l s o c h a r a c t e r i z e d by the 3/ounger 

p e r s o n o b e y i n g the o c c a s i o n a l i n s t r u c t i o n s of the o l d e r and 

r e c e i v i n g s c o l d i n g s from him and i t found i t s most c o n s i s t e n t 

e x p r e s s i o n when t h e younger had n o t y e t reached menarche and 

the o l d e r was n e a r i n g t h e time when he would t a k e a w i f e . 

WhenjEi&^k-did t a k e a w i f e and was r e c a t e g o r i z e d as €^t&^Hspeech 

a v o i d a n c e was observ e d and i n t h i s r e g a r d the r e l a t i o n s h i p v/as 

s i m i l a r t o t h a t between Ego and h e r J^u^ux • 

At no age was i t c o n s i d e r e d a p p r o p r i a t e t h a t Ego s l e e p i n 

the same b l a n k e t s as h e r <£̂ tSc«5£~- > £5A-^<X , ovjKuhio<^, and a f t e r 
the younger p e r s o n had passed p u b e r t y the o l d e r d i d n o t 

expose t h e i r g e n i t a l s o r make s e x u a l a l l u s i o n s when she was 

p r e s e n t . Nor was Ego thought t o cook, sew o r o t h e r w i s e 

s t a n d i n a f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h p e o p l e c a t e g o r i z e d by 

these terms. 

i i i ) __LUt__ (Wt), ASMc. ( ) , £ S / ^ K - - - ( ™ , M B D ) , £StUsi (BD) and 
male Ego.. 

The term £ 5 U e r e f e r r e d t o women i n the second a s c e n d i n g 

g e n e r a t i o n and above, a l t h o u g h the p r e f i x £- was u s u a l l y 

dropped t o form §.l4c.„„_in s p e d i . f i c r e f e r e n c e t o MM. The term 

<*£JAc a l s o r e f e r r e d t o spouse's mother and a l l women i n the 

f i r s t a s c e n d i n g g e n e r a t i o n and o p p o s i t e moiety t o Ego. The 

t e r m _ £ $ p ^ ^ t _ r e f e r r e d t o any u n m a r r i e d female i n the same 

g e n e r a t i o n and o p p o s i t e m o i e t y t o Ego, and t h e term_j£Sjt!uc>s. 

to any female i n the f i r s t d e s c e n d i n g g e n e r a t i o n and o p p o s i t e 
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m o i e t y . I n what f o l l o w s we omit d i s c u s s i o n o f women I n the 

second :..ascending g e n e r a t i o n . 

W i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f WM, Ego c o u l d marry any pe r s o n i n 

the o p p o s i t e m o i e t y whom he c a t e g o r i z e d by the above t e r m s . 

They i n v o l v e i n d i v i d u a l s i n Ego's own g e n e r a t i o n and the f i r s t 

a s c e n d i n g and d e s c e n d i n g g e n e r a t i o n s . Ego usually / • m a r r i e d 

somebody o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y h i s own age; t h i s perhaps was a 

m a t t e r o f p r e f e r e n c e but i t seems t o have been p r i m a r i l y 

a f u n c t i o n of t h e f a c t t h a t those o l d e r t h a n Ego were a l r e a d y 

m a r r i e d and those younger were not old".-' enough ( i . e . t h e y 

had n o t reached menarche). I n any case d e s p i t e the i m n l i e d 

d i f f e r e n c e o f power between Ego and EZ on t h e l e v e l o f t e r r a i n o l o 

i f t h e two i n d i v i d u a l s were o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h e same age t h e y 

behaved towards one a n o t h e r as i f ..they. ,categorized"-, each "o t h e n as 

c r o s s - c o u s i n s . S i m i l a r l y f o r Ego and h i s BD and, as we saw 

i n Chapter seven, i n e i t h e r case the p e r s o n i n the s e n i o r 

g e n e r a t i o n dropped, t e r m i n o l o g i c a l l y , t o the l e v e l o f t h e i r 

spouse. 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h WM was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by av o i d a n c e o f 

speech and e x p o s i n g t h e i r g e n i t a l s i n each o t h e r ' s p r e s e n c e . 

The power o f WM was a l s o c o n s i d e r e d dangerous f o r Ego and, 

s i n c e t h i s v/as a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the WM's _Ktttfts .that was 

u s u a l l y c a r r i e d on h e r p e r s o n , l o c a t e d n e a r h e r s l e e p i n g a r e a 

o r a t t a c h e d to h e r b l a n k e t s , Ego a v o i d e d p h y s i c a l c o n t a c t w i t h 

h e r . I f Ego and a m a r r i e d EZ were w i d e l y s e p a r a t e d i n age, the 

same k i n d s o f a v o i d a n c e were o b s e r v e d . 
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A p p r o p r i a t e b e h a v i o r between Sgo and h i s f e m a l e c r o s s - c o u s i n s , 

( i n c l u d i n g _.f(j& (y (3W)), • was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by j o k i n g and 

making s e x u a l a l l u s i o n s in. each o t h e r ' s company. The;/ were 

a l s o p e r m i t t e d t o s l e e p t o g e t h e r . I f a 3D was a p p r o x i m a t e l y 

the same age as Sgo the same k i n d o f r e l a t i o n s h i p o b t a i n e d . 

But i f Ego was m a r r i e d and w i d e l y s e p a r a t e d i n age f rom BD 

t h e y c o u l d o n l y speak to each o t h e r . They d i d n o t sleet) 

t o g e t h e r o r make s e x u a l a l l u s i o n s i n the o t h e r ' s p r e s e n c e 

and, i n t h e s e r e s p e c t s , the two behaved as i f t h e y were 

r e l a t e d a s_£.£^ ( F ) -_AS:£ua ( D) • 

There was no a s s u m p t i o n t h a t a man s t o o d i n a r e l a t i o n s h i p 

o f f u n c t i o n a l c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y t o any female incumbent o f the 

p o s i t i o n s c o n s i d e r e d here — t h a t i s t o say, no male v/as 

thought t o be p r o v i d i n g meat and s k i n s , e t c . , f o r any f e m a l e 

i n the o p p o s i t e m o i e t y v/hom he c a t e g o r i z e d as_£JLu..c_ , 
tkpj^ukc—or~£_Cu_3 • 

i v ) £<££L&_(HP), _ j £ S ; P B ) ,„5_/^X__ (MBS, FZS), £SU£ (BS) 

and female Ego. 

The term £6Xs.L<5£ r e f e r r e d t o men i n the second a s c e n d i n g 

g e n e r a t i o n and above. O f t e n , the prefix.._.&S_-___was a b b r e v i a t e d 

t o form... £ f s < l c£ i n r e f e r e n c e to MP. The term__£_5_tTs_C.6^ 
a l s o r e f e r r e d t o spouse's f a t h e r and i t i s s o l e l y v / i t h r e s p e c t 

to t h i s p o s i t i o n t h a t i t concerns us h e r e . The term Vtc*. 

c o u l d r e f e r to any male i n the f i r s t a s c e n d i n g g e n e r a t i o n who 

was i n the o p p o s i t e m o i e t y t o Ego. I t d i s t i n g u i s h e s between 

a p e r s o n i n t h i s g e n e r a l c l a s s v / i t h whom Ego was o r had been 



235 

d i r e c t l y dependent, and t h e r e m a i n i n g members o f t h i s c l a s s 

whom Sgo r e f e r r e d t o w i t h the l e s s f a m i l i a r 6SJT(X . 

F r e q u e n t l y , t h e r e f o r e , the d i s t i n c t i o n c orresponded t o F 

and FB a l t h o u g h i t d i d happen t h a t f u l l s i b l i n g s used the 

more i n t i m a t e t e rm t o r e f e r t o q u i t e d i f f e r e n t i n d i v i d u a l s . 

T h i s o c c u r r e d i f some o l d e r c h i l d r e n were n e a r m a t u r i t y 

when their__£jT<3, d i e d and c o n s e q u e n t l y n e v e r a c h i e v e d the 

i n t i m a c y w i t h t h e i r mother's second husband t h a t was p o s s i b l e 

f o r t h e i r more dependent younger s i b l i n g s . I n such a case 

the mother's second husband might be r e f e r r e d t o 

by the o l d e r s i b l i n g s and a s ^ L J A by t h e younger. The term 

^ . r e f e r r e d t o a l l males ( m a r r i e d o r unma r r i e d ) i n t h e same 

g e n e r a t i o n a s , and o p p o s i t e moiety to Ego. The term„_-SiA ... 

r e f e r r e d to a l l p e r s o n s i n the second d e s c e n d i n g g e n e r a t i o n 

and t o c h i l d r e n o f male s i b l i n g s and p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s . We 

a r e i n t e r e s t e d here o n l y i n male £,>t4 _s who were i n t h e f i r s t 

d e s c e n d i n g g e n e r a t i o n and o p p o s i t e moiety; t o Sgo, e.g.,BS. 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p between Ego and t h o s e c a t e g o r i z e d by t h e 

above terms i s s i m p l y an i n v e r s i o n , from the female p e r s p e c t i v e , 

o f t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n s u b s e c t i o n ( i i i ) above. Thus, w i t h 

t h e exception__^S"t]_l___ (HF), Ego c o u l d marry anyone i n the 

o p p o s i t e m o i e t y whom she c a t e g o r i z e d as_.£STcx . , _ S[JX. o r 

_ J J _ I A J S L • 3 n e u s u a l l y m a r r i e d someone o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y h e r 

own age and i f t h i s happened t o be a p e r s o n i n a d i f f e r e n t 

g e n e r a t i o n t h a n h e r s e l f , then u s u a l l y t h e p e r s o n i n t h e s e n i o r 

g e n e r a t i o n f i g u r a t i v e l y ; dropped t o the g e n e r a t i o n o f h i s ( h e r ) 

spouse. 



R e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h HP was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by an a v o i d a n c e o f 

speech, e x p o s i n g t h e i r g e n i t a l s and s l e e p i n g t o g e t h e r . 

A p p r o p r i a t e b e h a v i o r between Ego and h e r male c r o s s - c o u s i n s 

was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by j o k i n g and making s e x u a l a l l u s i o n s i n 

each o t h e r ' s company. They were a l s o p e r m i t t e d t o s l e e p 

t o g e t h e r . I f FB o r BS were a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same age as 

Ego the same k i n d o f r e l a t i o n s h i p o b t a i n e d . I f FB was v e r y 

much o l d e r t h a n Ego, o r B.S v e r y much younger, t h e n F-D and 

FZ-3S k i n d s o f a c t i v i t y were c o n s i d e r e d a p p r o p r i a t e . These 

we have c o n s i d e r e d above. Ego was not assumed t o s t a n d i n a 

r e l a t i o n s h i p o f f u n c t i o n a l c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y to any o f the 

males we have c o n s i d e r e d h e r e , and she was n o t , t h e r e f o r e , 

thought t o cook meals o r manufacture c l o t h i n g , e t c . , f o r them. 

I n g a t h e r i n g m a t e r i a l on K a s i n i r e g u l a t i o n o f v a r i o u s 

a c t i v i t i e s we began by a s k i n g q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h o s e c l a s s e s 

o f men and women between whom v e r b a l communication, s e x u a l a c t i v i t y , 

t o p i c s o f d i s c u s s i o n , g e s t u r e s , e t c . , were e i t h e r p r e s c r i b e d , 

p r o h i b i t e d o r p e r m i t t e d . Consequently, o ur i n i t i a l e n q u i r i e s 

were a l o n g the l i n e s o f , "May one speak w i t h a p e r s o n c a t e g o r i z e d 

as Y?", and "May you speak t o y o u r X?", e t c . , and our i n t e n t i o n 

was to i s o l a t e s e t s o f pe o p l e who c a t e g o r i z e d each o t h e r i n p a r t i c u l a r 

ways and between whom speech o r s e x u a l a c t i v i t y , e t c . , was 

p r o h i b i t e d , p e r m i t t e d and so on. As i t t u r n e d o u t , t h e r a t h e r 

s l i p s h o d c o n s t r u c t i o n o f i n i t i a l q u e s t i o n s f r e q u e n t l y produced 

c o n t r a d i c t o r y answers Jbhat^would n o t y i e l d t o a s y n t h e s i s such a s , 
•ft. ft^t^^v-U^v <i<Mr 

f o r example. speech was p r o h i b i t e d between i n d i v i d u a l s who 
'A. 

c a t e g o r i z e d each o t h e r w i t h the r e c i p r o c a l terms X and Y. T h i s 

l e d us t o change our l i n e o f enquiry,''. I n s t e a d o f t r y i n g t o 
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a c h i e v e a sweeping c o r r e l a t i o n between c a t e g o r i e s and a p p r o p r i a t e 

b e h a v i o r by d i r e c t q u e s t i o n i n g , we attempted t o r e c o n s t r u c t t h e 

s p e c i f i c c o n t e x t s i n w h i c h i n t e r a c t i o n took p l a c e . Consequently, 

a f t e r e s t a b l i s h i n g t h a t w i t h i n a c l a s s , e.g., o p p o s i t e sexed 

s i b l i n g s and p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s , some were s u b j e c t t o censure i f t h e y 

spoke to each o t h e r and o t h e r s d i d so w i t h i m p u n i t y , we began 

a s k i n g i n f o r m a n t s about the c i r c u m s t a n c e s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e i r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p t o c e r t a i n i n d i v i d u a l s i n p a r t i c u l a r . Hence, we 

asked, "Have you e v e r spoken f r e e l y o r had sex w i t h , e t c . , 

t h a t ( s p e c i f i e d ) woman whom you c a t e g o r i z e a s , e.g. f^ac^Ok (Z-Q?", 

i f so, " L i d anyone e l s e o b j e c t , o r do you t h i n k t h e y would have 

done so i f t h e y had known?". I f th e y had behaved i n a p a r t i c u l a r 

manner and no one had o b j e c t e d , we conclu d e d t h a t , a t l e a s t i n 

some c i r c u m s t a n c e s , t h e a c t i v i t y v/as p e r m i t t e d . We v/ould t h e n 

ask f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g the c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n w h i c h 

i n t e r a c t i o n was engaged between t h e s e s p e c i f i c i n d i v i d u a l s . By 

c o l l a t i n g t h i s e v i d e n c e we found t h a t i t s q u a q u a v e r s a l c h a r a c t e r 

became more o r d e r l y when we i s o l a t e d the f a c t o r s o f r e l a t i v e age 

and f r e q u e n c y o f c o n t a c t . 

R e g a r d i n g t h e f a c t o r o f r e l a t i v e age, we have a l r e a d y 

seen t h a t t h e r e were a v a r i e t y o f c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n w h i c h b e h a v i o r 

engaged i n by peopl e i n f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t , d i d n o t c o r r e s p o n d w i t h 

t h e a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i v i t y . a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the r e c i p r o c a l c a t e g o r i e s 

employed. I f , f o r i n s t a n c e , a boy's o l d e r s i s t e r was m a r r i e d 

and had begun p r o d u c i n g c h i l d r e n b e f o r e he had matured and a c q u i r e d * 

power, t h e n t h e two v/ould behave "as i f " t h e y were i n a "M-S 

( o r MZ-ZS) r e l a t i o n s h i p w h i c h was n o t c h a r a c t e r i z e d by a p r o h i b i t i o n 
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c o n c e r n i n g v e r b a l communication. T h i s might i n v o l v e a s e p a r a t i o n 

between o l d e r and younger o f 15 y e a r s o r more and, i n the event 

o f the o l d e r c a r i n g f o r the younger much as she would h e r own. 

c h i l d r e n , t h i s c o u l d r e s u l t i n an a c t u a l change o f the k i n terms 

each used t o a d d r e s s t h e o t h e r , i . e . , jtAaA<x._.(Z +-) - £ScLxcLLa_(B-) 
r e p l a c e d by __&.n„£_ (M) - „JL$&\A&c ( S ) . However, o l d e r and younger 

might be s e p a r a t e d by o n l y 8-10 y e a r s ( i . e . , 10 y e a r s o l d v s . 

20 y e a r s o l d ) , i n w h i c h case t h e y might speak t o each o t h e r b u t 

not change k i n terms o f a d d r e s s . As the boy matured, t h i s d i f f e r e n c e 

i n age c o u l d become l e s s s i g n i f i c a n t and the two might b e g i n , a t 

some u n s p e c i f i e d t i m e , n o t s p e a k i n g t o each o t h e r . 

I n cases l i k e t he above, as w e l l as .others mentioned 

i n t h i s c h a p t e r , we have n o t . s o much a l a c k o f correspondence 

between a p p r o p r i a t e b e h a v i o r and r e c i p r o c a l c a t e g o r i e s , as e v i d e n c e 

o f a t r a n s i t i o n a l phase i n w h i c h t h e mode o f p o r t r a y i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p 

had not caught up, as i t were, w i t h how r e l a t i o n s h i p was b e i n g 

e x p r e s s e d i n a c t i v i t y . We do n o t , t h e r e f o r e , v i e w t h e above k i n d 

o f phenomenon as e v i d e n c e t h a t K a s i n i were haphazard i n t h e i r 

c e n s u r e o r i n d i f f e r e n t t o what' a c t i v i t y o c c u r r e d between v a r i o u s 

c l a s s e s o f p e o p l e . What t h e y l a c k e d , i t seems, was any c o n c i s e 

way o f s i g n i f y i n g t h a t a r e l a t i o n s h i p between two p e o p l e had 

changed,or was changing, i n t o a q u a l i t a t i v e l y d i f f e r e n t k i n d o f 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . C onsequently, a p p r o p r i a t e b e h a v i o r and s o c i a l 

c a t e g o r i e s o f t e n d i d n o t change i n c o n c e r t ; i t i s t h i s temporary 

d i s s o n a n c e K a s i n i t o l e r a t e d and n o t , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h a t o p p o s i t e 

sexed s i b l i n g s i n f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t c o u l d speak t o g e t h e r . 
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By the time any two p e o p l e had matured and m a r r i e d t h e i r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p had u s u a l l y been s o r t e d out i n one way o r the o t h e r , 

and the a c t i v i t y between most a d u l t s i n f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t c o r r e s p o n d e d 

t o how t h e y c a t e g o r i z e d one a n o t h e r . As we n o t e d p r e v i o u s l y 

t h e r e were e x c e p t i o n s to t h i s , but t h e s e p r i m a r i l y ; seem to have 

i n v o l v e d r e l a t i o n s between men (see Diagrams 7.2 and 7.4). I n 

o r d e r t o a v o i d any t o r t u r o u s b a c k t r a c k i n g o v e r t h i s i s s u e we w i l l 

assume, t h e r e f o r e , t h a t male-female r e l a t i o n s i n domestic groups a r e 

e s t a b l i s h e d , and i n a l l the cases we d i s c u s s below t h e y were. 

Consequently, f o r p e o p l e i n f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t , the r e c i p r o c a l term 

p a i r s i n Diagram 8.1 a r e to be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the a p p r o p r i a t e 

a c t i v i t i e s we d e s c r i b e above. 

We may now t u r n to v a r i a t i o n s i n b e h a v i o r between 

d i f f e r e n t c o u p l e s , o r t h e same c o u p l e i n d i f f e r e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 

who employed the same r e c i p r o c a l c a t e g o r i e s i n a d d r e s s i n g each 

o t h e r and who were o f r o u g h l y the same age. There was'no i n d i c a t i o n 

i n t h e s e c ases t h a t t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s were b e h a v i n g "as i f " t h e y 

v;ere r e l a t e d i n a way not i m p l i e d by the c a t e g o r i e s they employed. 

The most d r a m a t i c and i n s t r u c t i v e v a r i a t i o n o f the k i n d we speak 

o f h e r e , i n v o l v e s the c l a s s " o p p o s i t e sexed s i b l i n g s and p a r a l l e l 

c o u s i n s " . As we saw above, members o f t h i s c l a s s who were i n 

f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t were t o a v o i d s p e a k i n g t o g e t h e r , s l e e p i n g t o g e t h e r , 

making s e x u a l a l l u s i o n s and innuendo i n each o t h e r ' s company, 

and e x p o s i n g t h e i r g e n i t a l s t o t h e o t h e r . On t h e o t h e r hand, we 

r e c o r d e d a number o f i n s t a n c e s (and heard rumour o f many more) 

i n w h i c h , w i t h o u t any p u b l i c c e n s u r e , members o f t h i s c l a s s not 

o n l y spoke t o ; e a c h . o t h e r , t h e y a l s o engaged i n s e x u a l a c t i v i t y . 
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S i n c e many p e o p l e s , who employ c l a s s i f i c a t o r y k i n t e r m i n o l o g i e s , 

l e t v a r i o u s p r o h i b i t i o n s l a p s e between t h o s e o f remote g e n e a l o g i c a l 

c o n n e c t i o n , our f i r s t i n c l i n a t i o n v/as t o t r y and c o r r e l a t e t h e 

d i s c r e p a n c i e s i n our K a s i n i m a t e r i a l w i t h degrees o f g e n e a l o g i c a l 

d i s t a n c e . But t h i s p r o c e d u r e d i d not produce the c o n s i s t e n c y we 

e x p e c t e d , and the observance o r non-observance o f , what we had 

t a k e n t o be a p p r o p r i a t e b e h a v i o r , d i d n o t c o v a r y v / i t h g e n e a l o g i c a l 

d e g ree. T h i s f a c t produced an i n t e r e s t i n g d i f f i c u l t y because i t 

p r e v e n t e d us from r e s o r t i n g t o genealogy i n d e v e l o p i n g a b a s i c 

d e f i n i t i o n and t r a n s l a t i o n o f t h e k i n terms a s s o c i a t e d v / i t h s p e c i f i c 

k i n d s o f a c t i v i t y . F o r t h i s r e a s o n we c o u l d not c o n c l ude t h a t any 

p a r t i c u l a r m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f the r e l a t i o n s h i p between K \\^ux (B4-) -

v/as exemplary, and 

t h a t o t h e r m a n i f e s t a t i o n s v/ere s i m p l y d i s s i p a t e d v e r s i o n s t h a t 

d i s p l a y e d i n f r a c t i o n s o f the norm. l o g i c a l l y , t h e r e f o r e , we 

a r e o b l i g e d t o a c c e p t a l l examples o f p e r m i t t e d b e h a v i o r as 

v a l i d e x p r e s s i o n s o f the r e l a t i o n s h i p o b t a i n i n g between, tho s e 

who a d d r e s s e d each o t h e r w i t h the above t e r m s . A l t h o u g h by d o i n g 

so we a r e a l s o o b l i g e d to r e s o l v e the f a c t t h a t r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

o p p o s i t e sexed s i b l i n g s and p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s appears t o have 

b o t h p e r m i t t e d and p r o h i b i t e d v e r b a l communication, e t c . 

T h i s problem i s r e s o l v e d by i n t r o d u c i n g t h e f a c t o r o f 

f r e q u e n c y o f c o n t a c t , w h i c h v/as c l o s e l y r e l a t e d to how K a s i n i 

e x p e r i e n c e d s o c i a l d i s t a n c e . A c l e a r and f a i r l y u n e q u i v o c a l 

2. Here, as e l s e w h e r e , we a t t e n d g e n e a l o g i c a l t r a n s l a t i o n t o 
K a s i n i k i n terms. These, however, a r e m i n i m a l and n o t 
f undamental t r a n s l a t i o n s . 
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i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h i s v a r i a n c e o f b e h a v i o r a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the 

same r e c i p r o c a l c a t e g o r i e s i n v o l v e s a middle-aged man i n t h e c o n t e x t 

o f c u r r e n t K a s i n i l i f e . T h i s man behaved q u i t e d i f f e r e n t l y t o 

two women who were equally; remote from him g e n e a l o g i c a l l y , both, 

o f whom he c a t e g o r i z e d w i t h t h e term_£.A(_Ct̂ Sc»,_(2-) . One woman 

he had not seen f o r many y e a r s and, apparently/, q u i t e i n f r e q u e n t l y 

..throughout h i s e n t i r e l i f e . However, t h e y were a c q u a i n t e d , and 

i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f h i s w i f e t h i s man was observed t o joke w i t h 

t h i s woman and sometimes make r i s q u e s e x u a l a l l u s i o n s . The o t h e r 

___oXs.&_jwas a woman who, w i t h h e r husband, f r e q u e n t l y ; s h a r e d a 

domestic group w i t h t h e man and h i s w i f e . The man was ne v e r 

observed t o speak w i t h t h i s woman o r even t o l o o k d i r e c t l y a t h e r . 

A l l e v i d e n c e we have on t h i s m a t t e r i n d i c a t e s q u i t e 

c l e a r l y t h a t v e r b a l communication and s e x u a l a c t i v i t y was p e r m i t t e d 

between o p p o s i t e sexed s i b l i n g s and p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s who met o n l y 

o c c a s i o n a l l y ; around t r a p p i n g p o s t s . "Frequency o f c o n t a c t " , 

however, i s o n l y a v e r y rough way/ o f s p e a k i n g about the m a t t e r 

s i n c e , on the one hand, i t i s i t s e l f a v i c a r i o u s i n d i c a t o r o f 

K a s i n i e x p e r i e n c e o f s o c i a l d i s t a n c e and, on t h e o t h e r , t h e l a r g e l y 

r e m i n i s c e n t m a t e r i a l we have does n o t a l l o w " f r e q u e n c y " to be 

q u a l i f i e d . N e v e r t h e l e s s , (as they had more o r l e s s c o n t a c t , ) 

we have r e c o r d o f numerous i n s t a n c e s o f members o f t h i s c l a s s 

c h anging t h e i r b e h a v i o r r e g a r d i n g sex and speech. And a l t h o u g h 

we have no example i n whi c h s e x u a l a c t i v i t y ; seems t o have been 

p e r m i t t e d between f u l l s i b l i n g s , f r om our u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f r e l a t e d 

e v i d e n c e we see no r e a s o n why i t would n ot have been t o l e r a t e d 

under c e r t a i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s — c e r t a i n l y f u l l s i b l i n g s were p e r m i t t e d 

t o speak f r e e l y i f they; had been s e p a r a t e d f o r some y;ears. 
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We have i n t r o d u c e d the f a c t o r s o f r e l a t i v e age and 

f r e q u e n c y o f c o n t a c t t o imp r e s s on the r e a d e r how d e c e p t i v e t h e 

e m p i r i c a l and r e m i n i s c e n t e v i d e n c e has sometimes been. But more 

i m p o r t a n t l y , i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o keep t h e s e f a c t o r s in. mind i f we 

a r e t o a p p r e c i a t e K a s i n i a t t e m p t s t o r e g u l a t e a c t i v i t y r e g a r d l e s s 

o f these f a c t o r s . And w i t h t h i s i n mind we may now t u r n t o 

q u e s t i o n s o f m a r i t a l r e l a t i o n s and i n c e s t among K a s i n i . 

a) Exogamy 

K a s i n i c l a i m e d t h a t no two i n d i v i d u a l s i n the same 

m o i e t y c o u l d marry. Below, i n s e c t i o n ( c ) , we d i s c u s s t h e K a s i n i 

i n s t i t u t i o n o f m a r r i a g e a t l e n g t h . I t w i l l s u f f i c e here t o say 

t h a t K a s i n i m a r r i a g e was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by b o t h s e x u a l i n t e r c o u r s e 

and those complementary a c t i v i t i e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h men and women 

t h a t we have a l r e a d y d e s c r i b e d . The K a s i n i r u l e o f exogamy, 

t h e r e f o r e , p r e v e n t e d those i n t h e same mo i e t y h a v i n g a r e l a t i o n s h i p 

t h a t was d e f i n e d by b o t h t h e s e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s a l t h o u g h i n d i f f e r e n t 

ways, as we s h a l l see, one o r the:'other was p e r m i t t e d between 

v a r i o u s c l a s s e s o f males and females i n t h e same m o i e t y . M a r r i a g e 

a l s o i n v o l v e d a degree o f permanency and i t i s p a r t l y t h i s e n d u r i n g 

q u a l i t y t h a t d i s t i n g u i s h e s i t from o t h e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

I t was g e n e r a l l y thought t h a t an i n f r a c t i o n o f the r u l e 

o f exogamy would r e s u l t i n m i s f o r t u n e , a l t h o u g h nobody v/as c l e a r 

what t h i s might e n t a i l . We have no e v i d e n c e t h a t a m a r r i a g e 

between i n d i v i d u a l s f r o m the same m o i e t y o c c u r r e d b e f o r e 195'^. 

On t h e l e v e l o f m o i e t y membership K a s i n i r e c o g n i z e d 

no o t h e r p r o s c r i p t i o n s o r p r e s c r i p t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g m a r r i a g e . On 

th e f a c e o f i t t h e r e f o r e the K a s i n i r u l e o f exogamy p r o v i d e s the 



• f o l l o w i n g r e s t r i c t i o n s and o p t i o n s : 1) Ego may n o t have a r e l a t i o n 

s h i p d e f i n e d by b o t h s e x u a l and f u n c t i o n a l c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y w i t h a 

p e r s o n o f the o p p o s i t e sex and same moiety as h i m s e l f ( h e r s e l f ) 

and, 2) a l l p e o p l e o f o p p o s i t e sex and m o i e t y were a v a i l a b l e f o r 

such a r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

b) I n c e s t and Speech Avoidance 

B e f o r e engaging the n o t i o n o f K a s i n i i n c e s t i t w i l l be 

u s e f u l t o i n d i c a t e c e r t a i n , i n s t a n c e s i n w h i c h s e x u a l a c t i v i t y 

was p e r m i t t e d between members o f the same mo i e t y who i n t e r a c t e d 

o n l y i n f r e q u e n t l y . A l l o f the t e n cases f o r w h i c h we have e v i d e n c e 

were w e l l known by b o t h sexes and, among men a t l e a s t , t h e i r 

r e c o u n t i n g was a source o f amusement and e n t e r t a i n m e n t j u s t 'as 

were s t o r i e s o f any s e x u a l e x p l o i t . I n some i n s t a n c e s the 

male p a r t y t o the event d e s c r i b e d was the r a c o n t e u r . There were 

f i v e cases o f s e x u a l a c t i v i t y between £,AO<^CK-. (Z+-) - X S i L t ( B - ) , 

two cases between _KlA(^tcK. (B+) - JTc_oXs_<_(Z-), and t h r e e cases 

b e t w e e n ( M Z ) ' - _ J _ _ l l A i ^ _ i . Z S ) . A t the time t h e s e e v e n t s 

o c c u r r e d a l l p a r t i c i p a n t s met o n l y o c c a s i o n a l l y a t v a r i o u s t r a p p i n g 

p o s t s . I n the 1960's, however, some o f t h e s e p e o p l e were t o 

become co-members o f t h e town o f Ross R i v e r and, i n t h i s c o n t e x t , 

t h e a p p r o p r i a t e b e h a v i o r f o r t h o s e i n f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t was o b s e r v e d . 

T h i s e v i d e n c e c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e s t h a t a parameter o f 

o p p o s i t e sexed s i b l i n g s and p a r a l l e l c o u s i n r e l a t i o n s was n o t 

av o i d a n c e o f s e x u a l a c t i v i t y , i n a c c e p t i n g t h i s f a c t , however, 

something o f a problem emerges c o n c e r n i n g t h e meaning o f t h o s e 

a c t i v i t i e s between members o f t h i s c l a s s who were i n f r e q u e n t 

c o n t a c t , i . e . , s p e a k i n g t o g e t h e r , s l e e p i n g t o g e t h e r , e x p o s i n g 
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t h e i r g e n i t a l s and making innuendo and s e x u a l a l l u s i o n s i n each 

o t h e r ' s p r e s e n c e . We r e a l l y do not'know what t o make o f t h e s e 

p r o h i b i t i o n s because, w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f " s p e a k i n g t o g e t h e r " , 

a l l o f them seem t o have something to do w i t h sex. I f , however, 

under c e r t a i n c o n d i t i o n s , s e x u a l a c t i v i t y i s p e r m i t t e d between 

members o f t h i s c l a s s t h e n a c l u e t o the meaning o f t h e s e 

p r o h i b i t i o n s i s i n d i c a t e d i n the two b a s i c a t t r i b u t e s o f a complete 

male-female r e l a t i o n s h i p , i . e . , s e x u a l a c t i v i t y and f u n c t i o n a l 

c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y . I f s e x u a l a c t i v i t y i s p e r m i t t e d , t h e n , i n a 

much d i s g u i s e d form, what i s b e i n g p r o h i b i t e d i s f u n c t i o n a l 

c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y . Prom t h i s o p t i c , the prime p r o p e r t y o f the 

a c t i v i t i e s d e s c r i b e d above i s n o t so much t h e i r c o n t e n t but the 

f a c t t h a t t h e y a r e a l l a v o i d e d , and i n t h i s r e s p e c t we have seen 

how an a v o i d a n c e of one. k i n d h i n d e r e d the c o - o p e r a t i o n of two 

s i b l i n g s o ut h u n t i n g . In'what- f o l l o w s , t h e r e f o r e , we subsume a l l 

o f the above k i n d s o f a c t i v i t y under the a v o i d a n c e o f speech and 

c o n s i d e r t h i s i n j u n c t i o n as i n d i c a t i v e o f a l a c k o f f u n c t i o n a l 

c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y between the s e x e s . I n the above cases o f s e x u a l 

a c t i v i t y between members o f the same m o i e t y t h e r e was a p p a r e n t l y 

no thought t h a t any permanent arrangement would emerge. I f one 

were to emerge, i t would c o n s t i t u t e a m a r r i a g e i n K a s i n i eyes and 

t h i s would b r e a c h t h e r u l e o f exogamy. 

We have no doubt t h a t many r e a d e r s w i l l o b j e c t to o u r 

t r e a t m e n t o f the d a t a here and judge o u r methods t o be d e f e c t i v e , 

i f not p e r v e r s e . I f t h e y do, however, i t w i l l o n l y be by c l a i m i n g 

t h a t an a v o i d a n c e of s l e e p i n g t o g e t h e r , e t c . , i s a c t u a l l y and 

f u n d a m e n t a l l y i n d i c a t i v e o f a p r o h i b i t i o n on s e x u a l a c t i v i t y 

between members o f the c l a s s we a r e d i s c u s s i n g . I n w h i c h case 



t h e y v/ould be f l y i n g s t r a i g h t i n the f a c e o f t h e f a c t , t h a t such 

a c t i v i t y v/as p e r m i t t e d . We can now t u r n o u r a t t e n t i o n t o how 

K a s i n i r e g u l a t e d s e x u a l a c t i v i t y between v a r i o u s c l a s s e s o f p e o p l e . 

K a s i n i d i d not have a word f o r i n c e s t , a l t h o u g h t h e y had 

c r i t e r i a f o r r e c o g n i z i n g when two p e o p l e c o u l d not engage i n 

s e x u a l a c t i v i t y . I n such c o n t e x t s t h e y c l a s s i f i e d s e x u a l a c t i v i t y 

a s f o r b i d d e n , OJ , and t h e y p o s s e s s e d a c l e a r i d e a about what 

s o r t s o f m i s f o r t u n e v/ould ensue from s e x u a l a c t i v i t y i n such 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

By d e f i n i t i o n i n c e s t i s a n e g a t i v e a c t . I t i s t h e s e x u a l 

a c t i v i t y o f c l a s s e s o f men .and women-between whom-'such a c t i v i t y i s 

p r o h i b i t e d . We have shown, however, why o u r i n i t i a l a t t e m p t s t o 

e s t a b l i s h how K a s i n i r e g u l a t e d a c t i v i t y between c e r t a i n c l a s s e s 

o f p e o p l e v/ere u n s u c c e s s f u l . I n d o i n g so we a l s o i n d i c a t e d how 

s i g n i f i c a n t the c o n t e x t u a l f e a t u r e s o f s o c i a l d i s t a n c e and r e l a t i v e 

a b i l i t y a f f e c t e d K a s i n i a p p r e c i a t i o n o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s and t h e i r 

u s e . I t i s f o r t h e s e r e a s o n s t h a t we a r e l a r g e l y u n a b l e t o r e l a t e 

K a s i n i r e g u l a t i o n of s e x u a l a c t i v i t y t o s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s w i t h o u t 

i n t r o d u c i n g o t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . S t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g t h e n o t i o n o f 

K a s i n i i n c e s t can o n l y be u n d e r s t o o d as a c o n d i t i o n or c o n t e x t 

w i t h i n w h i c h s e x u a l a c t i v i t y v/as p r o h i b i t e d . I t s d e f i n i t i o n , 

t h e r e f o r e , i n v o l v e s a d e s c r i p t i o n o f a k i n d o f c o n t e x t and, w i t h 

one e x c e p t i o n , t h i s cannot be r e d u c e d to r u l e - c a t e g o r y p r o p o s i t i o n s . 

E a r l i e r we n o t e d t h a t e j a c u l a t i o n v/as spoken o f as some 

s o r t o f power r e l e a s e and t h a t semen was a s s o c i a t e d w i t h f a t , 

p h y s i c a l s t r e n g t h and p o t e ncy g e n e r a l l y . We a l s o n o t e d t h a t 

JwCsiQ ("bull c a r i b o u ) v/as used i n r e f e r e n c e to a man 

who had more t h a n one spouse, and i n t h i s sense i t 
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s i g n i f i e d someone who p o s s e s s e d above average c a p a b i l i t i e s i n t h e 

.context o f p r o v i d i n g f o r a d o m e s t i c group. 

These a s s o c i a t i o n s and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s a r e c r i t i c a l t o 

a p r o p e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f K a s i n i r e g u l a t i o n o f s e x u a l a c t i v i t y . 

Our male i n f o r m a n t s always r a t i o n a l i z e d why t h e y would not have 

( o r had n o t had) sex w i t h a p a r t i c u l a r woman i n terms o f a 

d i r e c t a s s o c i a t i o n between semen and i n d i v i d u a l power. I n t h i s 

r e s p e c t semen seems t o have been an embodiment o f power s i n c e 

what K a s i n i w i s hed t o a v o i d v/as m i x i n g the semen o f two i n d i v i d u a l 

whose power was v e r y d i f f e r e n t . I f t h e a t t e m p t t o keep semen o f 

d i f f e r e n t p o t e n c y s e p a r a t e was n o t a c h i e v e d t h e n the f o l l o w i n g 

t h i n g s c o u l d happen: 1) a c h i l d produced from an uneven a d m i x t u r e 

o f male power c o u l d be malformed o r c h r o n i c a l l y s i c k and was sure 

to have an e a r l y d e a t h , and 2) the male p a r t i c i p a n t , who had 

weaker power, v/as l i k e l y t o become i l l o r even d i e as a r e s u l t o f 

h a v i n g h i s power (as semen) e n g u l f e d , as i t were, by a much 

s t r o n g e r power i n the c o n t e x t o f a woman's womb. 

I n K a s i n i terms, t h e r e f o r e , i n c e s t e n t a i l e d t h r e e 

i n d i v i d u a l s : ' a woman, and two men whose power was s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

d i f f e r e n t i n degree. Consequently, the r e g u l a t i o n o f s e x u a l 

a c t i v i t y v/as not so much av o i d a n c e between p e o p l e who c a t e g o r i z e d 

each o t h e r i n a p a r t i c u l a r way, but o f Ego knowing who v/as h a v i n g 

sex w i t h whom and j u d g i n g t h e n e u t r a l o r n e g a t i v e i m p l i c a t i o n s 

o f engaging a p a r t i c u l a r i n d i v i d u a l i n such a c t i v i t y . I n t h i s 

r e g a r d any A l t e r was p o t e n t i a l l y a s e x u a l p a r t n e r u n t i l s p e c i f i c 

knowledge o f h i s ( o r h e r ) sex l i f e i n d i c a t e d o t h e r w i s e . 

The most o b v i o u s i n d i c a t i o n t h a t s e x u a l a c t i v i t y v/as 
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o c c u r r i n g between two pe o p l e was i f they were m a r r i e d . A m a r r i e d 
c o u p l e and t h e i r c h i l d r e n a r e , t h e r e f o r e , a u s e f u l n o i n t o f 
d e p a r t u r e . 

A l l K a s i n i we spoke to c l a i m e d t h a t s e x u a l a c t i v i t y 

.between Meg. (M) - „__C_.G„(S) was f o r b i d d e n (_CJ_J , and t h e r e 

was no q u e s t i o n t h a t such a r e l a t i o n s h i p would be a c c e p t a b l e o r 

t o l e r a t e d under any c i r c u m s t a n c e s . No one, however, o f f e r e d 

r e a s o n why t h i s was so, a l t h o u g h we can see from the above 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s how dangerous i t would be f o r a son t o come i n 

d i r e c t c o n t a c t w i t h t h e semen o f h i s o l d e r and more p o w e r f u l 

__iX(X (E) • On t h e o t h e r hand, t h e r e was no r e s t r i c t i o n between 

mother and son on the f u n c t i o n a l l e v e l and i t was i n the c o n t e x t 

o f t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p t h a t a man f i r s t began p r o v i d i n g f o r a woman 

by h u n t i n g . I n a d d i t i o n , v e r b a l communication between mother and 

son was open and f r i e n d l y . 

S i n c e the s e x u a l a c t i v i t y o f an u n m a r r i e d woman was 

not so o b v i o u s , the r e l a t i o n s h i p between.. _*fa. (F) and u n m a r r i e d 

tlStjLAa (D) was n o t so c l e a r l y c i r c u m s c r i b e d as t h a t between mother 

and son. Se x u a l a c t i v i t y was a t l e a s t c o n c e i v a b l e between such 

p e o p l e . A s t o r y i s t o l d o f a - b l i n d g i r l becoming p r e g n a n t . One 

day the g i r l o v e r h e a r d some women s a y i n g t h a t h e r l o v e r was h e r 

f a t h e r and she was so ashamed t h a t she hanged h e r s e l f . T h i s story; 

s u g g e s t s c l e a r l y how u n a c c e p t a b l e such a r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

f a t h e r and da u g h t e r was thought to be,, and i t i s perhaps s i g n i f i c a n t 

t h a t no analogous account was a v a i l a b l e c o n c e r n i n g a mother-son 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . On t h e o t h e r hand, the r e l a t i o n s h i p between f a t h e r 

and daughter e x i s t e d o n l y i n d i r e c t l y on the f u n c t i o n a l l e v e l . 
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The two c o u l d speak t o g e t h e r a l t h o u g h , i n the c o n t e x t o f c u r r e n t 

K a s i n i . l i f e , t h e y d i d so w i t h a marked r e s t r a i n t and ne v e r engaged 

i n l e n g t h y c o n v e r s a t i o n . I n t h i s r e g a r d , i t i s o f i n t e r e s t t o 

note t h a t some o f Honigmann's K a s k a - s n e a k i n g i n f o r m a n t s , who came 

from around .Frances l a k e and Upper H a r d r i v e r , c l a i m e d t h a t speech 

between f a t h e r and daug h t e r was i n a p p r o p r i a t e (Honigmann, 194-9:123). 

I n any case, u n m a r r i e d d a u g h t e r s were assumed t o be o n l y h e l p i n g 

t h e i r mothers i n whatever c o o k i n g o r sewing t h e y d i d . They v/ere 

n o t c o n s i d e r e d t o be complementing d i r e c t l y t h e i r f a t h e r s ' h u n t i n g 

a c t i v i t i e s by a c c e p t i n g , f o r i n s t a n c e , s k i n s from them and 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g them i n t o , l e a t h e r and. c l o t h i n g f o r t h e i r u s e . The 

f i r s t male a woman e s t a b l i s h e d such a f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 

v/as h e r spouse, and e v e n t u a l l y she was r e l a t e d i n such a way t o h e r 

sons. 

R e g a r d i n g s e x u a l a c t i v i t y between an i n d i v i d u a l and t h o s e 

i n t he f i r s t a s c e n d i n g g e n e r a t i o n i n h i s ( o r h e r ) own m o i e t y 

we have no r e c o r d o f a .t-St'a^^iMB) - (ZD) r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

T h i s i s perhaps a r e s u l t o f the 'fact t h a t the power o f t h e JLSXCX^^ 

was p o t e n t i a l l y h a r m f u l t o LS^U.^ and the l a t t e r took care i n 

moving about the former and a v o i d i n g p h y s i c a l c o n t a c t w i t h him. 

When JSjStk^flk became m a r r i e d he was r e c a t e g o r i z e d as ££C$L&. (HP) 

and speech between HF-5W v/as a v o i d e d . The t h r e e cases o f s e x u a l 

a c t i v i t y between . (MZ) - Z$£ 1 4 a c ,(2S) i n c l u d e two i n w h i c h 

. .was u n m a r r i e d and r o u g h l y t h e same age as tSc(A(Xc, : the 

t h i r d i n v o l v e d a m a r r i e d _£rl<&__and a younger £S<£UAr who v/as 

e x p e r i e n c i n g "madness" i n t h e p r o c e s s o f a c h i e v i n g power. 

Sex u a l a c t i v i t y and m a r r i a g e between £.,$T<X (FB) and 
_£-$"CIAA. (BD) was a l l o w e d . We have a c u r r e n t case, however, i n 
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w h i c h the FB r e f u s e d , d e s p i t e o p p o r t u n i t y , t o have sex w i t h a 

BD. When as k e d why he v/ould n o t , he answered t h a t h i s ^JlCk^&c-

(ZS) was a l r e a d y d o i n g so and t h a t he d i d n o t w i s h t o harm him 

o r make him i l l . The younger man and woman i n t h i s i n s t a n c e v/ere 

n o t m a r r i e d , b u t i t v/as w e l l known t h a t t h e y were on i n t i m a t e 

t e r m s . 

S e x u a l a c t i v i t y and m a r r i a g e between £$IA<- (FZ) and 

_£_SX<Q (BS) v/as a l s o p e r m i t t e d , a l t h o u g h i f the two were o f 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y d i f f e r e n t ages o r m a r r i e d t o p e o p l e i n d i f f e r e n t 

. g e n e r a t i o n s t h e y d i d not speak to each o t h e r . We have no i n s t a n c e 

o f s e x u a l a c t i v i t y between___5_MC. (WM) - _£SU£ (DH), and we 

f a i l e d t o ask why i t would n o t o c c u r . We can assume, however, t h a t , 

j u s t as i n the f o r m e r case o f a MB not w i s h i n g t o harm h i s ZS, 

i n the c o n t e x t o f WF-DH,the DH would n o t w i s h to engage i n s e x u a l 

a c t i v i t y w i t h h i s WM f o r f e a r . o f b e i n g o v e r 'powered by the semen 

o f h i s WF. 

I n v e r y broad terms the above c o n s i d e r a t i o n s b l o c k o f f 

d i f f e r e n t s t r a t a o f m a r r i e d c o u p l e s i n K a s i n i s o c i e t y , between 

w h i c h s e x u a l a c t i v i t y was f o r b i d d e n and c o n s i d e r e d dangerous. T h i s 

produces th e f o l l o w i n g p r o f i l e o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s f o r a male Sgo: 
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INCEST PROHIBITION AND THE 5T.RATIFICATION OF 

KASINI SOCIETY 

—£S.Uc-
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_&_ado\ o r 

1 = 
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" 3 
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o r 

I 
£ s e _ . a c 

I t should, be c l e a r from t h i s diagram t h a t an a v o i d a n c e 

o f i n c e s t u o u s b e h a v i o r f u n c t i o n s t o i n s u l a t e the g e n e r a t i o n s . 

This,however, i s a g e n e r a l p i c t u r e t h a t , i n an;; p a r t i c u l a r case, 

was c o n t i n g e n t on Ego's knowledge o f who was h a v i n g sex w i t h whom. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t t h i s knowledge was i n d i c a t e d by 

who v/as m a r r i e d t o whom, t h e above diagram does p r o v i d e an a c c u r a t e 

o u t l i n e . I n d o i n g so, i t r e v e a l s t h a t t h o s e t o whom Ego had 

s e x u a l a c c e s s were t h e v a r i o u s f e m a l e s i n h i s own g e n e r a t i o n . 

These i n c l u d e £,c9a._)_v. (Z-H), _£__Jfe_ ( Z - ) , ^ttL.^O^O'O , Atl^L\^_ 
(BW;) and iiSjD^ln4._„(FZD,MBD) . Speech a v o i d a n c e , a.s we have s a i d , 

v/as most r i g o r o u s l y o b s e r v e d betv/een o p p o s i t e sex. s i b l i n g s and 

p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s who were i n s u s t a i n e d c o n t a c t , and i t must be 

remembered t h a t such p e o p l e were not n e c e s s a r i l y o f c l o s e genea

l o g i c a l c o n n e c t i o n . I t may be assumed, perhaps t h a t speech a v o i d a n c e , 

r i g o r o u s l y o b s e r v e d , would i n f l u e n c e the l i k e l i h o o d o f o t h e r , more 
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i n t i m a t e , forms of communication from o c c u r r i n g . But, i n any case, 

s e x u a l a c c e s s was o n l y h a l f the story; o f male-female r e l a t i o n 

s h i p s , and t h e r e was n e v e r any q u e s t i o n t h a t an e f f e c t i v e c o - o p e r a t i v e 

arrangement c o u l d emerge between two i n d i v i d u a l s who c o u l d n o t speak 

t o each o t h e r . Thus, r e g a r d l e s s o f the absence o f K a s i n i i n c e s t 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s between o p p o s i t e sex s i b l i n g s and p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s , 

the a v o i d a n c e o f v e r b a l communication between members o f t h i s 

c l a s s i n f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t , s i m p l y , r e i n f o r c e d what v/as s t i p u l a t e d 

i n the r u l e o f exogamy. 

c) M a r r i a g e as r e l a t i o n s h i p and event . 

A complete l a c k o f ceremony a t t e n d e d K a s i n i m a r r i a g e s . 

F i r s t m a r r i a g e s were a r r a n g e d by the p a r e n t s o f t h e c o u p l e and 

s i m p l y i n v o l v e d the young man (18-25 y e a r s o f age) moving i n w i t h 

a young woman (15-20 y e a r s o f a g e ) , s l e e p i n g w i t h h e r , p r o v i d i n g 

meat and s k i n s f o r h e r and h a v i n g h e r cook f o r him and make and 

mend h i s c l o t h e s . I n i t i a l l y t h i s u s u a l l y meant the p a r e n t s of the 

young c o u p l e formed a common domestic group f o r some months i n 

the a r e a i n w h i c h e i t h e r :the young man and h i s p a r e n t s o r t h e 

young woman and h e r s were c u r r e n t l y l i v i n g . D o m e s t i c a l l y i t 

i n v o l v e d e i t h e r t h e young c o u p l e l i v i n g i n a s e p a r a t e t e n t i n the 

camp o r the man moving i n t o h i s w i f e ' s mother's t e n t . A p p a r e n t l y 

i n many cases the young c o u p l e had t o be encouraged t o s t a y 

t o g e t h e r f o r i f th e y d i d n o t know each o t h e r v e r y w e l l t h e man 

e s p e c i a l l y was i n c l i n e d t o t r y and s t a y i n the t e n t o f h i s p a r e n t s . 

I f the r e l a t i o n s h i p appeared to be harmonious the p a r e n t s o f the 

young man, a f t e r some weeks, would b e g i n t o t a k e i n t e r m i t t e n t 

d e p a r t u r e s , l e a v i n g t h e i r son f o r b r i e f p e r i o d s o f time s o l e l y 
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i n t h e company o f h i s new w i f e and h e r p a r e n t s . G r a d u a l l y , as 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s demanded and o p p o r t u n i t y a l l o w e d , the r e l a t i o n s h i p 

was t e s t e d i n t h i s way u n t i l the p a r e n t s o f the young man became 

c o n f i d e n t t h e i r son would n o t suddenly abandon the camp o f h i s 

new w i f e whenever he missed h i s p a r e n t s and s i b l i n g s . A t t h e 

p o i n t a t w h i c h t h e young c o u p l e began p r o d u c i n g c h i l d r e n t h e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p v/as assumed by a l l t o po s s e s s an e n d u r i n g q u a l i t y 

w h i c h c o u l d n o t be t h r e a t e n e d by some p a s s i n g mood or whim on the 

p a r t o f e i t h e r spouse. ^ 

A p p r o x i m a t e l y a y e a r e l a p s e d , t h e r e f o r e , b e f o r e a 

m a r r i a g e was g e n e r a l l y c o n s i d e r e d t o have been e s t a b l i s h e d , and 

o c c a s i o n a l l y new m a r r i a g e s f o u n d e r e d w i t h i n t h i s " t r i a l p e r i o d " 

and the r e l a t i o n s h i p was t e r m i n a t e d . The r e a s o n s apnear t o have 

been many. They ranged from t h e c o u p l e d e c i d i n g t h e y d i d n o t l i k e 

e ach o t h e r , t o the man's w i f e ' s f a t h e r o p e n l y but v i c a r i o u s l y 

c r i t i c i z i n g h i s daughter's husband i n t h e . l a t t e r ' s presence- by 

c o m p l a i n i n g to h i s w i f e o r daug h t e r t h a t the young man v/as l a z y 

o r d i s r e s p e c t f u l , o r i t c o u l d i n v o l v e a young man becoming r e s e n t f u l 

o f a n a g g i n g m o t h e r - i n - l a w who, a l t h o u g h n o t s p e a k i n g t o him 

d i r e c t l y , might c r i t i c i z e h e r daug h t e r f o r n ot h a v i n g enough meat 

on-hand, and so on. I n some i n s t a n c e s young men v/ere known t o 

l e a v e t h e i r new spouses f o r svich r e a s o n s and, i f t h e m a r r i a g e 

d i d n o t c o n s t i t u t e a c r u c i a l a l l i a n c e o f some k i n d , t h e y were 

known t o have r e t u r n e d w i t h o u t too much r e s i s t a n c e to the domesti c 

groups i n w h i c h t h e i r p a r e n t s were t h e n l i v i n g . I f , however, t h e 

m a r r i a g e was i m p o r t a n t t o the p a r e n t a l g e n e r a t i o n and d i d p r o v i d e 

them a c c e s s t o a r e a s i n w h i c h i t might o t h e r w i s e be u n s a f e f o r 
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them to t r a v e l , t h e n the young man v/as r e j e c t e d by h i s p a r e n t s 

and t o l d t o r e t u r n t o h i s w i f e ' s camp. 

I t was n o t unknown f o r a newly m a r r i e d man t o have h i s 

u n m a r r i e d £S<Lic)L(\ (B-) come and s t a y v / i t h him and h i s young w i f e . 

O f t e n t h i s was s i m p l y out o f f r i e n d s h i p between t h e b r o t h e r s 

a l t h o u g h " i f the w i f e o f the man had some u n m a r r i e d s i s t e r s i t was 

l i k e l y t h a t i n time t h e younger b r o t h e r v/ould marry one o f t h e s e 

g i r l s . F r e q u e n t l y but n o t n e c e s s a r i l y female s i b l i n g s would marry 

male s i b l i n g s i n the o p p o s i t e m o i e t y . I n a d d i t i o n i f e i t h e r 

spouse d i e d one o f the deceased's s i b l i n g s v/ould be o f f e r e d by 

h i s o r h e r p a r e n t s as a r e p l a c e m e n t . However, i t must be remembered, 

t h a t h a l f the i n d i v i d u a l s i n Ego's own g e n e r a t i o n were c a t e g o r i z e d 

by t h e terms t h a t he used f o r female o r male s i b l i n g s , and a l s o 

t h a t i t v/as f r e q u e n c y o f c o n t a c t and not n e c e s s a r i l y g e n e a l o g i c a l 

c o n n e c t i o n w h i c h determined a p p l i c a t i o n o f a k i n t e r m . Thus i n 

most cases a widower o r widow c o u l d not h e l p but r e m a r r y someone 

v/hom the deceased spouse had c a t e g o r i z e d asJ^y<^cA_ ^ESCASL<\ 

(B-) o r _fJj3L().ck (Z+-) ,__^_aXSA..(Z-) and t h i s c o u l d i n v o l v e e i t h e r a 

s i b l i n g o r p a r a l l e l c o u s i n o f the deceased. 

P o l y g y n y was p r a c t i s e d by t h e K a s i n i and i n the f o u r 

cases we know o f a l l but one i n v o l v e d a man m a r r y i n g women who were 

s i b l i n g s o r p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s who had p r e v i o u s l y spent most o f t h e i r 

l i v e s t o g e t h e r i n the same do m e s t i c g r o u p s . A man v/as promoted 

to t a k e a second w i f e f o r any number o f r e a s o n s , but perhaps one 

o f the most i m p o r t a n t v/as h i s c o n f i d e n c e i n h i s a b i l i t y t o p r o v i d e 

f o r two w i v e s and the c h i l d r e n t h e y would produce. One i n d i v i d u a l 

a p p a r e n t l y took h i s second w i f e under the f o l l o w i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 
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Soon a f t e r m a r r i a g e t h e p a r e n t s o f h i s w i f e d i e d l e a v i n g a number 

o f u n m a r r i e d c h i l d r e n . H i s w i f e t h e n t o o k under h e r care t h e 

o l d e s t o f t h e s e c h i l d r e n , who v/as a young g i r l who had j u s t r e ached 

menarche. A f t e r some y e a r s the man and h i s f i r s t w i f e had f a i l e d 

t o produce any c h i l d r e n , but the younger s i s t e r o f the f i r s t w i f e 

had become pregnant by the man. From t h i s p o i n t on the man v/as 

c o n s i d e r e d t o have two w i v e s . The f i r s t w i f e n e v e r produced any 

c h i l d r e n but the s e c o n d - w i f e had f o u r . As members o f v a r i o u s 

d o m e s t i c groups i n subsequent y e a r s t h i s polygamous t r i a d remained 

i n s e p a r a b l e . 

l a c k i n g any ceremony w h i c h marked the b e g i n n i n g o f a 

m a r r i a g e the K a s i n i had p e r f o r c e to l a y c o n s i d e r a b l e s t r e s s on t h e 

o b s e r v a b l e a s p e c t s o f t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p . Two p e o p l e who d i d not 

l i v e t o g e t h e r were s i m p l y not m a r r i e d i n K a s i n i eyes. But what 

e x a c t l y d i d t h i s l i v i n g t o g e t h e r i m p l y , and how e x a c t l y was i t 

thought t o d i f f e r from the r e l a t i o n s h i p between any two o t h e r 

i n d i v i d u a l s o f the o p p o s i t e sex who shared the same domesti c 

group? I f we remember t h a t a f u l l e x p r e s s i o n o f the r e l a t i o n s h i p 

betv/een the sexes i n v o l v e d b o t h s e x u a l and f u n c t i o n a l c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y 

we can examine a c e n t r ived- s i t u a t i o n , from a male Ego p e r s p e c t i v e , 

i n w h i c h a domestic group v/as composed of two s e t s o f p a r e n t s 

whose c h i l d r e n were m a r r i a g e a b l e . T h i s l e a v e s out t h e second 

a s c e n d i n g and d e s c e n d i n g g e n e r a t i o n s w h i c h , because o f i n v e s t ! c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n s , a r e i n any case p r e t t y w e l l i r r e l e v a n t to t h i s d i s c u s s i o n 

b u t i t i n c l u d e s a l m o s t a l l o t h e r r e c i p r o c a l p a i r s o f k i n t e r m s . 

And s i n c e a young woman was thought to be o n l y h e l p i n g h e r mother 

and n o t p r o v i d i n g s e r v i c e s d i r e c t l y t o any male she was, as a 

m a t t e r o f K a s i n i i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , r e l a t e d f u n c t i o n a l l y t o a male 
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o n l y as a spouse o r a mother. T h i s i s s a t i s f a c t o r i l y : 1 - viewed from 

t h e male Ego p e r s p e c t i v e . 

The diagram below i l l u s t r a t e s a not uncommon c o m b i n a t i o n 

o f i n d i v i d u a l s ( c f . Diagram 3 . 7 ) but because we have g i v e n everyone 

the c l o s e s t p o s s i b l e g e n e a l o g i c a l l i n k a g e i t s h o u l d n o t , t h e r e f o r e , 

be thought t h a t t h i s was e i t h e r t y p i c a l o r p r e f e r r e d . 

A 6 

0 A A = O A 
gdatsfr _£__iLU E r g o' -siiettga _5i&_ 6 

V e r y b r i e f l y we can b l o c k o f f t h e v a r i o u s r e c i p r o c a l p a i r s w i t h 

r e s p e c t t o i n c e s t and speech a v o i d a n c e . The l a t t e r we ta k e as 

i n d i c a t i n g a v e r y t r u n c a t e d i f n o t n o n - e x i s t e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p on 

th e f u n c t i o n a l l e v e l . 

(M) (S) 

No s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p due t o r i n c e s t ^ •'•;. e x t e n s i v e f u n c t i o n a l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . . R e l a t i o n s h i p shared w i t h t'SCt e)la (and K u c k a . ). 

i i ) K u . i l A . " 
(B+) (Z-) 

No f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . S e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p not e x p r e s s l y 

f o r b i d d e n but u n l i k e l y due t o speech a v o i d a n c e and dangerous 

power o f o l d e r male i n same m o i e t y . 

i i i ) £% £S.U e_ 
(WM) (DH) 
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No s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p due t o i n c e s t and- no f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n 

s h i p due to speech a v o i d a n c e : 

(H) (W) 

F u n c t i o n a l and s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p : the l a t t e r s h a r e d , i n p r i n c i p l e , 

w i t h A?>AlJl& (and _ KU^io^J • 

v)_ six. - tsp&^L. 
(ZH) (WZ:unmarried) 

No f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . S e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p : a l s o shared w i t h 

£&Lidl<\ (and H^itx ) • 

We can see f rom the above t h a t t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p Ego 

has w i t h h i s spouse i s p a r t l y e x p r e s s e d i n a number o f o t h e r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s and t h a t o t h e r males share w i t h him, a t l e a s t i n 

p r i n c i p l e , a s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h h i s spouse. T h i s meant 

t h a t t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between spouses assumed n o n - e x c l u s i v e 

s e x u a l a c t i v i t y but t h a t i t found i t s deepest e x p r e s s i o n i n 

o b s e r v a b l e f u n c t i o n a l c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y between each p a r t y t o t h e 

m a r r i a g e as they p r o v i d e d i n d i f f e r e n t ways f o r each o t h e r . As 

f a r as the m a r r i a g e r e l a t i o n s h i p c o u l d be assumed t o e x i s t , 

t h e r e f o r e , a g r e a t d e a l h i n g e d on Ego b e i n g a b l e to p r o v i d e f o r 

h i s spouse so t h a t she i n h e r t u r n c o u l d p r o v i d e f o r him. T h i s 

v/as not a m a t t e r of a r e l a t i o n s h i p e x i s t i n g because i t v/as 

s t i p u l a t e d i n c o n t r a c t , o r because i t v/as a m a t t e r o f p u b l i c 

knowledge. Ego was o b l i g e d to demonstrate t h a t such a r e l a t i o n s h i p 

e x i s t e d and t h i s he c o u l d o n l y do by p r o v i d i n g e f f e c t i v e l y . 

I n a s i g n i f i c a n t a l t h o u g h s u b t l e way p a t t e r n s o f s h a r i n g 

produce w i t h a camp were a l s o d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o the k i n d s o f 



male-female r e l a t i o n s h i p s we have been d i s c u s s i n g . l i k e many 

o t h e r nomadic p e o p l e s s u b s i s t i n g l a r g e l y upon h u n t i n g and 

g a t h e r i n g the K a s i n i system o f d i s t r i b u t i n g f o o d may be 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d by what S a h l i n s has d e s c r i b e d as " g e n e r a l i z e d 

r e c i p r o c i t y " (1965:148). The main f e a t u r e s o f such a system a r e 

t h a t t h e r e i s no e x a c t s t a n d a r d o f e q u i v a l e n c e between i t e m s 

exchanged and no s t i p u l a t e d time span i n w h i c h repayment i s 

e x p e c t e d . I n a K a s i n i d o m e s t i c group n e a r l y a l l f o o d v/as shared 

and t h e r e was no exact t a l l y c o n c e r n i n g e i t h e r who a c t u a l l y 

p r o v i d e d the most f o r a camp o r who consumed the most. But even 

though t h e r e was no k e e p i n g o f a c c o u n t s and no e x a c t o r immediate 

repayment expected t h e r e v/as always s u s t a i n e d and t a n g i b l e 

e v i d e n c e t o co-camp members as to-who v/as a c t u a l l y p r o v i d i n g t h e 

most. We a r e not s p e a k i n g here o f t h e o b v i o u s and l i k e l y 

p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t p e o p l e c o u l d remember who a c t u a l l y p r o v i d e d the 

most meat f o r a camp; f o r t h i s need o n l y r e s u l t i n a p e r s o n 

b e i n g known as a "good h u n t e r " and t h e r e b y a c h i e v i n g some s o r t 

o f p r e s t i g e . R a t h e r , we a r e s p e a k i n g o f a s u s t a i n e d e m p i r i c a l 

m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f a p e r s o n b e i n g a "good h u n t e r " and the i m p l i c a 

t i o n s t h a t a r o s e from t h i s r e g a r d i n g c e r t a i n c l a s s e s o f male-female 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

We d i s c u s s e d w i t h a number o f e l d e r l y i n f o r m a n t s t h e 

phenomenon of f o o d s h a r i n g i n a d o m e s t i c group and we have been 

a s s u r e d t h a t i n a l l i m p o r t a n t r e s p e c t s e x i s t i n g p a t t e r n in. K a s i n i 

d o m e s t i c groups r e f l e c t s t h a t w h i c h e x i s t e d b e f o r e the d e c l i n e 

o f the f u r t r a d e i n 1945. 

One t o t h r e e men c o n s t i t u t e d the u s u a l h u n t i n g p a r t y . 
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The g e n e r a l d i r e c t i o n and l o c a l e i n w h i c h the hunt would o c c u r 

would be d i s c u s s e d b e f o r e hand. I f h u n t i n g had r e c e n t l y t a k e n 

p l a c e and t h e r e was a l r e a d y a s u p p l y o f meat i n t h e canro t h e n 

o f t e n the s u g g e s t i o n o f some j u n i o r and n o t v e r y e x p e r i e n c e d 

i n d i v i d u a l would be t a k e n up and t h e y would hunt i n t h e a r e a he 

had p r o p o s e d . I f t h i s was u n s u c c e s s f u l t h e n the .younger p e r s o n 

would g e n e r a l l y be r e q u i r e d to endure the good n a t u r e d j i b e s o f 

h i s companions, who would blame th e day's f a i l u r e o f him by t e l l i n 

him they s h o u l d n e v e r have l i s t e n e d t o him o r a s k i n g him i f he 

v/as t r y i n g t o p l a y a j o k e on them, by making them walk a l l day f o r 

no purpose. The same s o r t o f t e a s i n g o c c u r r e d between a l l young 

men of a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same age. But a y o u t h would not t e a s e 

a s u b s t a n t i a l l y o l d e r h u n t i n g companion. 

A t any r a t e n e i t h e r g u e s s i n g a t a l i k e l y h u n t i n g a r e a 

n o r the p r o c e s s of t r a c k i n g game was c r i t i c a l i n how the produce 

f r o m a k i l l was d i v i d e d . E v e r y t h i n g , o r a l m o s t e v e r y t h i n g , depend 

on who a c t u a l l y k i l l e d the a n i m a l . F r e q u e n t l y , i t i s t r u e , t h i s 

w a s - d i f f i c u l t t o t e l l s i n c e such a v o l l e y o f s h o t s were f i r e d 

when the moose or c a r i b o u was i n range, t h a t nobody had the 

s l i g h t e s t i d e a whose shot had a c t u a l l y k i l l e d the a n i m a l . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n many cases i t was c l e a r who a c t u a l l y k i l l e d t h e 

a n i m a l and to t h i s i n d i v i d u a l went c e r t a i n p r e r o g a t i v e s d e n i e d 

t h e o t h e r s . 

A f t e r a k i l l t h e a n i m a l was s k i n n e d , q u a r t e r e d and 

g u t t e d . Some meat was u s u a l l y e a t e n on the spot and the r e s t 

p i l e d up and covered o v e r w i t h the s k i n . Whether a l o n e o r i n 

company the h u n t e r t h e n r e t u r n e d t o camp. 
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L a t e r i n t h e day o r on t h e f o l l o w i n g day a l l dos:s, 

e i t h e r w i t h packs o r toboggans, v/ere m o b i l i z e d t o b r i n g i n the 

meat. Whether t h e y had p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the. hunt o r not t h i s , 

i n most c a s e s , i n v o l v e d a l l a b l e - b o d i e d men i n the camp m e e t i n g 

a t t he k i l l s i t e . At t h i s p o i n t the meat and s k i n were d i v i d e d , 

hov/ever, the p e r s o n who had made the k i l l was a l l o w e d t o s e l e c t 

one o r two p o r t i o n s b e f o r e d i v i s i o n took p l a c e . O c c a s i o n a l l y 

he v/ould s e l e c t something he p a r t i c u l a r l y wanted t o eat but most 

f r e q u e n t l y he would have had p r e v i o u s i n s t r u c t i o n s from e i t h e r h i s 

mother o r h i s spouse to get something i n p a r t i c u l a r . T h i s might 

i n v o l v e t h e s k i n , o r l o n g back sinew used f o r sewing, o r the knee 

bone o r s p i n a l column used i n t a n n i n g , o r a p a r t i c u l a r organ 

thought n e c e s s a r y t o s t r e n g t h e n an a i l i n g c h i l d o r s i b l i n g . I n 

no case d i d such c h o i c e s i n v o l v e l a r g e q u a n t i t i e s o f the a n i m a l , 

b u t t h e y were a l w a y s v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t from t h e p o i n t o f v i e w 

o f the woman f o r whom the h u n t e r was the n p r o v i d i n g . A f t e r t h i s 

s e l e c t i o n the c a r c a s s was t h e n f u r t h e r c u t up, and everyone 

p a r t i c i p a t e d i n making what v/as c o n s i d e r e d an e q u i t a b l e d i s t r i b u - • 

t i o n o f the meat. I n d i v i d u a l s v / i t h numerous dependents got most 

and t h o s e w i t h fewer, l e s s and so on. Thus from one k i l l e v e r y 

one, a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r needs, a c q u i r e d some meat and t h i s c o u l d 

mean t h a t i n q u a n t i t y the man who k i l l e d t h e a n i m a l t o o k back 

to camp l e s s t h a n anyone e l s e . I t a l s o meant t h a t the woman who 

was p r o v i d e d f o r by a c o n s t a n t l y s u c c e s s f u l h u n t e r always had 

on hand those t h i n g s w h i c h were c r u c i a l t o the a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h 

she performed as a mother and a spouse. I f she d i d not have such 

t h i n g s on hand when the need a r o s e t h e n she v/as o b l i g e d t o ask 
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a n o t h e r woman i n the camp who d i d , and i t i s i n t h i s c o n t e x t 

t h a t t h e r e v/as always a c l e a r and r e c u r r i n g m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f 

w h i c h h u n t e r i n the camp was t h e b e s t p r o v i d e r . 

Women g e n e r a l l y shared such t h i n g s as sewing sinew 

q u i t e r e a d i l y and f r e q u e n t l y t h e y c o - o p e r a t e d i n t a n n i n g h i d e s . 

However, i f a p a r t i c u l a r woman v/as c o n s i s t e n t l y b e t t e r equipped 

t h a n o t h e r s t h i s had a d d i t i o n a l i m p l i c a t i o n s . S i n c e m a r r i a g e 

c o n s i s t e d o f assum p t i o n o f a s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p and d e m o n s t r a t i o n 

o f a f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p , an imbalance i n h u n t i n g a b i l i t i e s 

between tv/o m a r r i e d men c o u l d c a r r y the i m p l i c a t i o n t h a t one was 

p r o v i d i n g f o r b o t h women. I f , as i n some o f the r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

we have d e s c r i b e d , t h i s was a l s o accompanied by no r e s t r i c t i o n 

o f s e x u a l a c t i v i t y between the men and t h e i r w i v e s then the man 

who was a l e s s a b l e h u n t e r c o u l d appear, as a m a t t e r o f 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , n o t o n l y s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n f e r i o r t o the more a b l e 

man but a l s o i r r e l e v a n t t o an arrangement w h i c h v/as b e g i n n i n g 

t o emerge as a polygynous u n i o n between the tv/o women and the 

more a b l e h u n t e r . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n a t t h i s p o i n t v/e need o n l y emphasize t h i s 

e m p i r i c a l a s p e c t o f K a s i n i m a r r i a g e w h i c h , as a s o c i a l r e l a t i o n 

s h i p , had n o t o n l y t o be a c c l a i m e d but a l s o demonstrated. As 

v/e s h a l l see, i t v/as the o p p o r t u n i t y f o r competing o r a l t e r n a t i v e 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s a l l o w e d by t h i s k i n d o f m a r r i a g e t h a t i n f l u e n c e d 

t h e c o m p o s i t i o n o f K a s i n i d o m e s t i c g r o u p s . 

P r o v i d e r s and Dependents as Kinsmen 

I n d i s t i n g u i s h i n g w i t h i n K a s i n i d o m e s t i c groups, two 

g r o s s c l a s s e s , " p r o v i d e r s " and "dependents", we c o n s i d e r o n l y 
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r e l a t i v e economic c a p a b i l i t i e s and these need not c o r r e s p o n d 

w i t h o t h e r s o c i a l a t t r i b u t e s . A h e a r t y 60 y e a r ' o l d o r p r e c o c i o u s 

15 y e a r o l d c o u l d be e q u a l l y knowledgeable and c a p a b l e . Thus 

i n d i v i d u a l s w i d e l y s e p a r a t e d by age might be " p r o v i d e r s " i n t h e 

same do m e s t i c group. But under u s u a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s " p r o v i d e r s " 

i n an;/ group were o f the same g e n e r a t i o n and bounded by an a s c e n d i n g 

and d e s c e n d i n g g e n e r a t i o n o f "dependents". 

i ) P r o v i d e r s : 

I n d i v i d u a l s o f c r i t i c a l economic i m p o r t a n c e to a do m e s t i c 

group i n c l u d e d s i b l i n g s and p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s o f b o t h sexes as 

w e l l as c r o s s - c o u s i n s . IJi'agramma'ti'c'aTlywe w i l l r e p r e s e n t t h o s e 

i n the same moiety as s i b l i n g s , and t h e s e a r e the r e l e v a n t terms:-

Ov/n M o i e t y O p p o s i t e M o i e t y 

Some c o m b i n a t i o n s o f peopl e were p r e f e r r e d o v e r o t h e r s i n do m e s t i c 

g r o u p s . C o n s i d e r i n g f i r s t i n d i v i d u a l s o f o p p o s i t e sex, t h e r e 

a r e two main p o s s i b i l i t i e s : 

(1) (2) 

A A O " - ° 

As we have seen a f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p between b r o t h e r and 

s i s t e r was d i s c o u r a g e d by the r u l e of speech a v o i d a n c e . Thus 

c o m b i n a t i o n ( l ) i s b a r e l y workable as a p r o v i d e r s e c t i o n o f 

a domest i c group, and we know o f no case i n w h i c h t h i s 
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r e l a t i o n s h i p e x i s t e d w i t h o u t c e r t a i n o t h e r m e d i a t i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

b e i n g i n t e r p o s e d , as i t were, between the s i b l i n g s (see d i s c u s s i o n 

on Diagram 8.2). By c o n t r a s t a f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p was 

i n h e r e n t i n t h e s t a t u s o f spouses and f o r t h i s r e a s o n a l o n e t h e 

c o m b i n a t i o n o f husband and w i f e v/as a " p r o v i d e r " c o m b i n a t i o n 

p r e f e r r e d o v e r a b r o t h e r and s i s t e r . 

R e l a t i o n s h i p between " p r o v i d e r s " o f the same sex w i l l 

be examined i n the w i d e r c o n t e x t o f " p r o v i d e r s " and "dependents" 

t o f o l l o w . We may now t u r n t o an e x a m i n a t i o n o f v a r i o u s combina

t i o n s o f m a r r i e d c o u p l e s who might have f u n c t i o n e d as " p r o v i d e r s " 

i n a domes t i c group. We c o n s i d e r the f o l l o w i n g . 

(3) (4) 

6 

The l e a s t p r e f e r r e d o f the above c o m b i n a t i o n s v/as 

( 3 ) , two b r o t h e r s m a r r i e d to two s i s t e r s . I n our i n v e s t i g a t i o n s 

we o f t e n h e a r d i t remarked t h a t " b r o t h e r s " d i d not speak to one 

a n o t h e r and t h a t they f r e q u e n t l y became "bad f r i e n d s " . However, 

t h i s r e c u r r i n g and r a t h e r sweeping o b s e r v a t i o n r e q u i r e s q u a l i f i c a 

t i o n t o be p r o p e r l y u n d e r s t o o d . I n the f i r s t p l a c e i t was n e v e r 

s t a t e d t h a t " b r o t h e r s " s h o u l d n o t speak t o each o t h e r , i t was 

c l a i m e d and sometimes lamented t h a t they; d i d n o t ; t h e r e f o r e , 

t h e a s s e r t i o n , a t l e a s t i n i n t e n t , c o n s t i t u t e s an e m p i r i c a l 

o b s e r v a t i o n and, w i t h o u t f u r t h e r m o d i f i c a t i o n , a g e n e r a l i z a t i o n 

r a t h e r t h a n a n o r m a t i v e d i c t u m a n a l o g o u s , f o r i n s t a n c e , t o the 

a v o i d a n c e r e q u i r e d between " b r o t h e r s " and " s i s t e r s " . I n the 
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second p l a c e , as an e m p i r i c a l g e n e r a l i z a t i o n i t i s vague and 

m i s l e a d i n g f o r i t does n o t t a k e n ote o f the f a c t t h a t r e l a t i o n 

s h i p s between -youths who were " b r o t h e r s " were o f t e n f r i e n d l y and 

open b e f o r e b o t h were m a r r i e d and t h a t as o l d men t h e y f r e q u e n t l y 

d i d n ot a v o i d each o t h e r ' s company. . As i t t u r n e d out the s o -

c a l l e d "male s i b l i n g a v o i d a n c e " , a p parent i n K a s i n i s t a t e m e n t s 

and documented f o r o t h e r c u l t u r e s i n t h e s o u t h e r n Yukon 

( M c C l e l l a n 1961) a p p l i e d o n l y between " b r o t h e r s " who were b o t h 

m a r r i e d and who f u n c t i o n e d as " p r o v i d e r s " . 

Ho i n f o r m a n t was a b l e t o s t a t e c l e a r l y / why male s i b l i n g s 

and p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s a v o i d e d each o t h e r a l t h o u g h the phenomena 

was w i d e l y r e c o g n i z e d and when i t was mentioned women were o f t e n 

h e a r d t o lament the f a c t . Indeed, s i n c e i t s g e n e r a l i t y was so 

c o n s i s t e n t l y o v e r - s t a t e d one s u s p e c t s t h a t K a s i n i v iewed t h e 

phenomena as a s i g n i f i c a n t and i r r i t a t i n g enigma. l a t e r we w i l l 

d i s c u s s t h o s e f a c t o r s w h i c h t e m p o r a r i l y drew m a r r i e d " b r o t h e r s " 

i n t o the same do m e s t i c group; here we w i s h to d e s c r i b e t h o s e 

f a c t o r s w h i c h encouraged s e p a r a t i o n and p r e v e n t e d an e n d u r i n g bond 

from d e v e l o p i n g . Here we a r e i n a sense c l a s s i f y i n g s o c i a l 

s i t u a t i o n s and i t i s assumed t h a t " b r o t h e r s " were s u b j e c t t o t h e 

i n h e r e n t s t r a i n s and-paradoxes w i t h o u t n e c e s s a r i l y b e i n g aware 

3. I n r e f e r e n c e t o M c C l e l l a n ' s a r t i c l e (1961) d e a l i n g w i t h "male-
s i b l i n g a v o i d a n c e " i n the s o u t h e r n Yukon i t i s e x t r e m e l y 
u n c l e a r what s t a t u s she presumes t o g i v e t o t h i s phenomenon. 
The t h e o r e t i c a l d i f f e r e n c e between'an e m p i r i c a l g e n e r a l i z a t i o n 
and a n o r m a t i v e r u l e i s o f course v e r y s i g n i f i c a n t , but t h i s 
i s no l e s s so when i t i n v o l v e s s t a t e m e n t s made by/ i n f o r m a n t s 
and t h e y s h o u l d not be confused o r lumped t o g e t h e r . G i v e n 
M c C l e l l a n ' s d ocumentation w i t h o u t f u r t h e r r e f i n e m e n t i t s t i l l 
r emains t o be shown w h i c h f e a t u r e s o f "male s i b l i n g a v o i d a n c e " 
a r e common to s o u t h e r n Yukon c u l t u r e s . 
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of t h e i r s tructural s i g n i f i c a n c e . For instance i n attempting 

to • e l i c i t a common rationale from male informants who had 

f a l l e n out with a "brother" the re p l i e s were not so much evasive 

as vague. The most consistent reason given v/as that the other 

v/as either "lazy" or "smart". In the current vernacular these 

adjectives were often used to describe another person i n the 

context of his success as a hunter and the former indicated a 

person who was unsuccessful because he did not exert himself 

enough, whereas the l a t t e r referred to a person who was cocky 

and confident because he v/as so consistently successful. With 

these meanings such answers v/e re concise and to the point. 

When we interpret i n t e r a c t i o n , therefore, we are not 

simply r e i t e r a t i n g informants* a r t i c u l a t i o n of t h e i r experiences, 

f o r i n t h i s t h e i r a b i l i t i e s and i n c l i n a t i o n to do so varied 

greatly; nor are we claiming that any informant actually/ spelled 

out the sit u a t i o n which promoted s t r a i n between "brothers". I t 

seems u n l i k e l y that an in d i v i d u a l would display the s o c i o l o g i c a l 

imagination required to see the broader pictiire or have reason 

to formulate the objective c r i t e r i a necessary to do so. The 

in d i v i d u a l had, understandably, a fragmented outlook on s o c i a l 

r e l a t i o n s and, i n i t i a l l y at lea s t , he was concerned with t h i s or 

that "brother". His horizons v/ere narrow and his asnirations or 

fears were s p e c i f i c a l l y located and, without necessarily understand

ing v/hy, he gradually learned to recognize and avoid, i f he could, 

cert a i n types of situations i n which he had previously experienced 

stress and s t r a i n . 

. We have already developed the idea that hunting, as an 

ac t i v i t y , c o n s t i t u t e d a competitive framework i n which an i n d i v i d u a l 
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could compare h i s a b i l i t i e s w i t h another. This does not mean 
th a t hunting v/as the u l t i m a t e demonstration of "power" but i t 
was a prominent context i n which the degree and sustained q u a l i t y 
of a person's contact w i t h animal-people could be measured. This 
was e s p e c i a l l y so i n a man's youth f o r not only v/as hunting the 
main medium of expressing a growing independence i t a l s o possessed 
an unp r e d i c t a b l e q u a l i t y which re q u i r e d the e x e r c i s e of "power". 

There are, -of course, many ways to contain a competitive 
arrangement so that i t r e s u l t s i n no l a s t i n g or one-sided b e n e f i t 
f o r e i t h e r p a r t y , but i n the p a r t i c u l a r combination of hunters 
i n d i c a t e d i n diagram (3) there i s a s i t u a t i o n i n which competition 
had broad i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r a l l . We have already a l l u d e d to t h i s 
p o s s i b i l i t y i n our d i s c u s s i o n of the K a s i n i i n s t i t u t i o n of marriage 
when we pointed out that t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p achieved f u l l expression 
only as a demonstrated f u n c t i o n a l complementarity between a man 
and woman. I n the combination of " p r o v i d e r s " we are d i s c u s s i n g • 
there i s , t h e r e f o r e , the l i k e l i h o o d that the "brothers" v/ould 
not be c o n s i s t e n t l y equal as hunters. This v/ould not mean that 
e i t h e r v/as inadequate, but to the extent that one v/as b e t t e r i t 
i s p o s s i b l e i t would appear as i f he v/ere p r o v i d i n g f o r both 
women even i f t h i s simply i n v o l v e d the other woman being required 
to ask h i s spouse f o r such items as sinew. The apnearance of 
p r o v i d i n g f o r a woman was the c r u c i a l element i n marriage. 
Combination (3) i s i n h e r e n t l y unstable and p o t e n t i a l l y the stage 
f o r emergence o f : -
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(5): 

oTta i 
What t h i s might mean f o r the o u s t e d male i n the l o n g r u n w i l l 

he e v i d e n t i n Chapter t e n where v/e d i s c u s s a r r a n g i n g m a r r i a g e s 

o f dependents. I n the s h o r t r u n t h e r e i s s i m p l y p o s s i b i l i t y o f 

s t r a i n due to the f a c t t h a t one was a p p e a r i n g to u s u r p the 

o t h e r ' s woman. T h i s , however, does not appear to have been a 

m a t t e r o f " s e x u a l j e a l o u s y " f o r i n t h e h y p o t h e t i c a l case v/e a r e 

d i s c u s s i n g b o t h men s t i l l r e t a i n e d a c c e s s to .:both' woman. I n 

a c t u a l f a c t , a l t h o u g h known t o K a s i n i , i t was c o n s i d e r e d e x t r e m e l y 

bad manners f o r men t o e x p r e s s j e a l o u s y o p e n l y and o n l y one man 

we h e a r d o f was known t o do so w i t h any r e g u l a r i t y . To a c h i e v e 

a s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h a n o t h e r man's w i f e had t o be done w i t h 

d i s c r e t i o n and i n any case i t was an i r r e g u l a r event which

oc c u r r e d m a i n l y d u r i n g the s e a s o n a l g a t h e r i n g s around a t r a p p i n g 

p o s t . D i s c r e t i o n was w a r r a n t e d n o t because of t h e n a t u r e o f the 

a c t i v i t y but i n o r d e r t o a v o i d g i v i n g t h e appearance t h a t the 

man's f e e l i n g s on the m a t t e r v/ere o f no a c c o u n t . Most husbands 

(and w i v e s ) v/ere a p p a r e n t l y w e l l aware o f w h o - t h e i r spouse s l e p t 

w i t h o c c a s i o n a l l y and t h e y o f t e n gave t h e i r t a c i t a s s e n t t o such 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s . T h e r e f o r e " s e x u a l j e a l o u s y " does n o t appear t o 

have been a s u f f i c i e n t r e a s o n f o r s t r a i n between " b r o t h e r s " . 

However, by measuring u n e q u a l l y t o h i s " b r o t h e r " the l e s s s u c c e s s f u l 

h u n t e r would a l s o b e g i n t o appear as a dependent and t h i s would 

be cause f o r r e a l c oncern s i n c e i t would reduce h i s s t a t u s and 

enhance t h a t o f the more s u c c e s s f u l h u n t e r to something l i k e 
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SjCa^.Ck (MB) . Whether o r not the l e s s s u c c e s s f u l hunter was the 
o l d e r o r younger brother he would object to being nlaced i n such 
u n f l a t t e r i n g p e r s p e c t i v e . 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p of dependency to marriage i n t h i s case 
may be b e t t e r understood i n the l i g h t of a remark made by a middle-
aged male informant who s a i d , regarding marriage, "When you take 
a woman you s i n g alone". This remark was made while the man v/as 
exhorting h i s brother's son to r e t u r n to h i s wife of two years. 
The brother's son had l e f t the household of h i s spouse and her 
parents a number of times since he moved i n w i t h the woman i n 
1967 and i n t h i s case he v/as simply being s t e r n l y t o l d t h a t he 
must not leave h i s spouse whenever some domestic d i f f i c u l t y arose. 
But even i f t h i s example i s c u r r e n t , the idiom i n which the man 
expressed h i s advice i s not, f o r he was s t a t i n g very concisel;* -, 
although somewhat a n a c h r o n i s t i c a l l y , that v/hen a man married 
(took a woman) he had to provide f o r h i s spouse by e x e r c i s i n g 
h i s own powers ( s i n g i n g alone) and not r e l y i n g on other s . 
Singing, i t w i l l be remembered, i s ' d i r e c t l y a s s o c i a t e d v/ith the 
a c q u i s i t i o n of pov/er and contact v/ith animal people. 

S t r a i n that developed i n such s i t u a t i o n s could be 
res o l v e d i n one of three ways,"the i n f e r i o r man could r i d h i m s e l f 
o f h i s "brother" (who might be s u p e r i o r i n hunting only) through 
sorcery, or he could take h i s spouse and leave the domestic 
group. I n a d d i t i o n the b e t t e r hunter might not want to chance 
provoking h i s "brother" i n t o p r a c t i s i n g sorcery and take the 
opt i o n of l e a v i n g h i m s e l f . We heard of only three instances i n 
which sorcery was a l l e g e d l y p r a c t i s e d between brothers and two 
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o f t h e s e i n v o l v e d p r e c i s e l y t h o s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h i c h we have 

d e s c r i b e d above, however, p h y s i c a l s e p a r a t i o n was by f a r t h e 

most common s t r a t e g y employed. 

I t s h o u l d be c l e a r t h a t the c o m b i n a t i o n o f " p r o v i d e r s " 

i s o l a t e d i n diagram (4) i s not s u b j e c t t o a n y t h i n g l i k e the same 

k i n d s o f s t r a i n s i n h e r e n t to (3)-and i n f a c t (4) f r e q u e n t l y ^ 

emerged as the c o r e o f " p r o v i d e r s " i n a d o m e s t i c group i f the 

two c o u p l e s i n t e n d e d t h e i r c h i l d r e n t o marry. I n c o n t r a s t t o 

(3) the c r o s s - c o u s i n s i n (4) a r e o f t h e same sex and the s i b l i n g s 

a r e o f the o p p o s i t e sex. C r o s s - c o u s i n s o f t h e same sex t e a s e d 

one a n o t h e r and were c o n s i d e r e d to be always on c o n g e n i a l t e r m s . 

I n h u n t i n g o r t r a p p i n g c r o s s - c o u s i n s were c o n s i d e r e d t o be i d e a l 

companions and a l t h o u g h c o m p e t i t i o n d i d e x i s t between, such 

i n d i v i d u a l s i t had, i n t h e d o m e s t i c scene, a c e r t a i n i n t r a n s i t i v e 

q u a l i t y to i t f o r the spouse o f one v/as the s i s t e r o f the o t h e r 

and v i c e - v e r s a . R e g a r d l e s s o f whether one man v/as c o n s i s t e n t l y 

more s u c c e s s f u l as a h u n t e r , t h e r e f o r e , t h e m a r i t a l arrangements 

o f each remained i n t a c t and u n c h a l l e n g e d . T h i s s o r t o f n e u t r a l i z e d 

c o m p e t i t i o n between c r o s s - c o u s i n s , v/as a l s o c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between " b r o t h e r s " p r i o r t o m a r r i a g e , 

i i ) Dependents 

I n o u r d i s c u s s i o n o f s h a r i n g p r a c t i s e s we o b s e r v e d t h a t 

meat v/as i n i t i a l l y d i v i d e d a t the k i l l s i t e by men and t h a t an 

e q u i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n v/as a r r i v e d a t on the b a s i s o f the number 

o f dependents o f each man who was p r e s e n t . T h i s , o f c o u r s e , 

i m p l i e s a q u i t e d i f f e r e n t use o f the word "dependent" and a c c u r a t e l y 

s u g g e s t s t h a t a more s t r i c t l y s o c i o l o g i c a l c o n n o t a t i o n o f "denendenc 

i s c o n t a i n e d v / i t h i n the r a t h e r sweeping economic d e f i n i t i o n we 

have been u s i n g . S i n c e the s o c i a l r e c k o n i n g of"denendency"and the 
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economic f a c t o f being.dependent d i d n o t n e c e s s a r i l y c o r r e s p o n d , 

ou r f i r s t t a s k here i s t o make the. d i f f e r e n c e s c l e a r and t h i s can 

b e s t be done by examining an a c t u a l case o f a domestic group. 

The case below i s the same as Diagram 3.8 c o n s i d e r e d 

above. I t i s r e i n t r o d u c e d here because i t r e v e a l s a c l e a r 

d i s t i n c t i o n between s o c i a l r e c k o n i n g o f dependency and economic 

"dependents". The s i g n s f o r gender have been c o l o u r e d i n t o 

i n d i c a t e w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l s were "economic p r o v i d e r s " , and i n t h i s 

and a l l f o l l o w i n g examples an Ego has been i s o l a t e d t o r e v e a l , 

where n e c e s s a r y , t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f k i n terms. I n a d d i t i o n the 

d o t t e d l i n e e n c i r c l i n g a s p e c i f i c c l u s t e r o f p e o p l e d e l i n e a t e s 

t h o s e who s h a r e d , v / i t h i n t he do m e s t i c group, a common l i v i n g 

space and " h e a r t h " . 

Diagram 8.2 

i r h i s case i s p r e s e n t e d f o r two main r e a s o n s : f i r s t , i t i l l u s t r a t e s 

t h e o n l y k i n d o f arrangement i n w h i c h , as f a r as we c o u l d g a t h e r , 

a b r o t h e r and s i s t e r c o u l d f u n c t i o n as the main core o f " p r o v i d e r s " 

i n a s i n g l e d o m e s t i c group, and s e c o n d l y , i t c l e a r l y r e v e a l s a 
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s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h the " p r o v i d e r s " were n o t , as a m a t t e r o f i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n , f u n c t i o n a l l y r e l a t e d , t o each o t h e r . 

Ego ( o u r i n f o r m a n t ) d i d not speak t o h i s _•_)__.<_)&,. (Z-t) and 

he thought o f h i m s e l f as p r o v i d i n g f o r h i s „.ar\<\&. ,(M) who v/as, 

a t the t i m e , a woman o f about 55 y e a r s o f age. Thus i t was t h e 

o l d e r woman who i n t h i s case had d i r e c t a c c e s s t o a male h u n t e r 

and the f l o w o f goods a c q u i r e d t h r o u g h h u n t i n g c e n t e r e d on Ego's 

J_ 3.i_ K . _ _ _and v/ere d i s t r i b u t e d t o o t h e r s i n the camp t h r o u g h h e r . 

As a m a t t e r o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , t h e r e f o r e , Ego's s i s t e r , who was 

t h e o n l y o t h e r a b l e - b o d i e d a d u l t i n the domesti c group,, d i d n o t 

have d i r e c t a c c e s s t o the meat and s k i n s t h a t came i n t o t h e camp 

and was r e q u i r e d to r e l y on h e r mother f o r such n e c e s s a r y 

commodities. 

T h i s p a r t i c u l a r c o m b i n a t i o n o f i n d i v i d u a l s remained 

i n t a c t f o r j u s t o v er a y e a r but i t f u n c t i o n e d a l o n e as a do m e s t i c 

group i n the above form o n l y o c c a s i o n a l l y . Some o f the o t h e r 

c l u s t e r s w i t h w h i c h t h e y s e v e r a l l y j o i n e d d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d 

were t h e f o l l o w i n g : Ego's o l d e s t s i s t e r and h e r spouse and 

c h i l d r e n , a female p a r a l l e l c o u s i n (MZD) and h e r spouse and 

c h i l d r e n , and a f a t h e r ' s s i s t e r w i t h h e r spouse and c h i l d r e n . 

The l a s t c o m b i n a t i o n r e s u l t e d i n b o t h t h e r e - m a r r i a g e o f Ego's -

v/idowed s i s t e r and Ego's own m a r r i a g e and s u b s e q u e n t l y Sgo 

became s e p a r a t e d from the i n d i v i d u a l s i n d i c a t e d i n the above 

diagram. But b e f o r e t h i s took p l a c e Ego was c l e a r l y a member 

o f a number o f do m e s t i c groups i n w h i c h he shared r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 

o f h u n t i n g w i t h h i s " s i s t e r s ' " husbands. When t h i s o c c u r r e d , 

Sgo, as a male p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f meat a t a 

http://J_3.i_K.___
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k i l l s i t e , was a p p o r t i o n e d an amount s u i t a b l e t o h i s "dependents" 

as t h e s e v/ere reckoned t h r o u g h t h e woman to whom he st o o d i n a 

complementary f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . I n t h i s case t h a t woman 

was Ego's a n a i A 

I n Chapter s i x we mentioned t h a t the l i v i n g snace 

( t e n t , c a b i n , b r u s h s h e l t e r ) and h e a r t h ( o r s t o v e ) v/ere c o n s i d e r e d 

t h e p r e s e r v e o f a p a r t i c u l a r woman. Any woman i n a domestic 

group who had a c c e s s t o a male " p r o v i d e r " s t a k e d o u t w i t h i n a 

camp such a c e n t e r o f o p e r a t i o n s and i n the i l l u s t r a t i o n we have 

been d i s c u s s i n g Ego s t a t e d t h a t he, h i s s i s t e r and h e r c h i l d r e n 

a l l s t a y e d i n h i s mother's t e n t and t h u s f o r t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 

d o m e s t i c group t h e r e was a s i n g l e h e a r t h (as we s h a l l c a l l i t ) . 

4. T h i s f a c t p o i n t s up an i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e o f male-female 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s which, we w i l l n o t be a b l e t o d e a l w i t h h e r e . I t 
appears t h a t e c o n o m i c a l l y a woman c o u l d s u s t a i n d i r e c t a c c e s s 
to a p r o d u c t i v e man ( i . e . h e r u n m a r r i e d son) c o n s i d e r a b l y 
l o n g e r t h a n a man c o u l d be p r o d u c t i v e as a h u n t e r . I n a d d i t i o n 
t h o s e s e d e n t a r y and r e l a t i v e l y l e s s i n t e n s e a c t i v i t i e s a s s o c i a t e 
w i t h women c o u l d a l s o be e f f e c t i v e l y performed w e l l i n t o o l d 
age. Thus we have men b e i n g o b l i g e d to;-give 'UP h u n t ine: i n 
o l d age, whereas even the o l d e s t 'woman-could .manage t o ' '•'•; 
scra p e a h i d e , c l e a n f i s h o r s e t a s n a r e . Prom the economic 
v i e w p o i n t t h i s s u g g e s t s t h a t men and n o t women had t o undergo 
a p r o f o u n d s h i f t i n t h e i r l i f e s t y l e as t h e y became o l d e r . 
The s i t u a t i o n was n o t , however, as c l e a r c u t as t h i s f o r j u s t 
as men l o s t t h e i r a g i l i t y and endurance t o hunt i n o l d age, 
so too the woman l o s t h e r a b i l i t y t o produce c h i l d r e n . 
F u n c t i o n a l l y , t h e r e f o r e , the man was e v e n t u a l l y o b l i g e d t o 
pursue camp-oriented a c t i v i t i e s l i k e a woman and p h y s i c a l l y t h e 
woman l o s t one o f h e r most d i s t i n c t i v e s e x u a l a t t r i b u t e s and 
i n t h i s r e s p e c t became s i m i l a r t o a man. I t cannot be demon
s t r a t e d but i t i s c e r t a i n l y p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e r e might a r i s e , 
f o r some i n d i v i d u a l s , a need to compensate f o r d i m i n i s h e d 
p h y s i c a l a b i l i t i e s and i f so t h e above c o u l d w e l l l e n d i t s e l f 
t o an e x p l a n a t i o n o f why t h e m a j o r i t y o f K a s i n i shamans v/ere 
e l d e r l y and rea c h e d t h e i r g r e a t e s t powers a f t e r m i d d l e age. 
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However, i n the l i k e l y event t h a t t h e r e was more t h a n one woman 

i n t h i s p o s i t i o n t h e r e c o u l d he a number o f such h e a r t h s w i t h i n 

t h e camp o f a s i n g l e d o m e s t i c group. An i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h i s 

i s p r e s e n t e d below and i n v o l v e s t h e same .Ego as i n Diagram 8.2 

a l t h o u g h the time i s about 10 y e a r s e a r l i e r and Ego's p a r e n t s 

were s t i l l f u n c t i o n i n g as economic " p r o v i d e r s " . 

Diagram 8.3 

S \ A=* 
/ ' Jk \ o i 

Ego: 

i r n > 
There was no s t i p u l a t e d time a t w h i c h a young- woman 

would e s t a b l i s h h e r own h e a r t h and l i v e i n h e r own t e n t a f t e r 

m a r r i a g e but i t seems u s u a l l y t o have o c c u r r e d sometime a f t e r 

t h e b i r t h o f the f i r s t c h i l d and was brought about p r i m a r i l y f o r 

re a s o n s o f convenience i n such a c t i v i t i e s as c o o k i n g and to 

a l l e v i a t e t he d i f f i c u l t i e s o f movement and s l e e p i n g i n an o v e r 

crowded 8' x 12' canvas t e n t . But whatever the r a t i o n a l e f o r 

e s t a b l i s h i n g a s e p a r a t e h e a r t h t h e event i t s e l f d i d p r o v i d e t a n g i b l e 

e v i d e n c e o f the r e c o g n i z e d c l e a v a g e s t h a t e x i s t e d i n a domestic 

group and when a group s p l i t i t was u s u a l l y , a l t h o u g h n o t 

n e c e s s a r i l y , on l i n e s o f s p e c i f i c h e a r t h s t h a t the s p l i t o c c u r r e d . 
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I n Diagram 8.3 the d o t t e d l i n e s i n d i c a t e t h o s e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

s e p a r a t e h e a r t h s , and i t v/as on t h e s e l i n e s t h a t members o f t h i s 

group s e p a r a t e d on o c c a s i o n and j o i n e d w i t h o t h e r s i n d i f f e r e n t 

d o m e s t i c g r o u p s . 

T h i s example i l l u s t r a t e s how s o c i a l c l e a v a g e s v/ere 

m a n i f e s t i n s p a t i o n a l arrangements w i t h i n a camp. I t a l s o 

i n t r o d u c e s a b a s i c i s s u e w h i c h c e n t e r s on what may be c a l l e d 

K a s i n i u n i t s o f o r g a n i z a t i o n . The r e a d e r may be tempted t o 

co n c l u d e t h a t " f a m i l y t y p e g roups" v/ere a s s o c i a t e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t 

h e a r t h s , as i n d e e d t h e y were i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r c a s e . "But s i n c e 

t h i s i m p r e s s i o n l e n d s i t s e l f so r e a d i l y / t o the r e l a t e d and w i d e l y 

h e l d v i e w p o i n t s t h a t " s o c i e t y i s composed o f groups" and t h a t 

" f a m i l i e s a r e b a s i c s o c i a l u n i t s " we w i s h t o s t a t e a g a i n t h a t 

t h i s i m p r e s s i o n s u g g e s t s an e n t i r e l y m i s l e a d i n g and i r r e l e v a n t 

o r i e n t a t i o n t o K a s i n i o r g a n i z a t i o n . I n t h e f i r s t p l a c e i n d i v i d u a l s 

were n o t concerned w i t h the group as a c o n c e p t u a l u n i t , t h e y were 

concerned w i t h p a r t i c u l a r r e l a t i o n s h i p s and c l u s t e r s o f 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s and what th e s e i m p l i e d about t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h 

o t h e r s . I n the second p l a c e , b e s i d e s " f a m i l y " a r r a n g e m e n t s , 

o t h e r s emerged a l s o and a l t h o u g h some o f the s e were n o t n e c e s s a r i l y 

p r e f e r r e d t h e y v/ere n o t t h e r e b y l e s s fundamental as group 

c o n f i g u r a t i o n s . The o n l y way t h i s can p r o p e r l y be a p p r e c i a t e d 

i s by examining d o m e s t i c groups, and t h e i r d i v i s i o n i n t o h e a r t h s 

f rom an e g o c e n t r i c p e r s p e c t i v e and t h e b a s i c d i v i s i o n we s h a l l 

work w i t h h e r e i n v o l v e s the p e r s p e c t i v e , o f males and f e m a l e s . 

As v/e s h a l l see t h e s e two p e r s p e c t i v e s a r e n o t c o i n c i d e n t and 

t h a t what v/as p r e f e r r e d o r s u i t a b l e from one p o i n t o f v i e w was 
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n o t n e c e s s a r i l y shared by the o t h e r and i t i s o n l y by examining 

b o t h t h a t we are g i v e n some i n d i c a t i o n what might be a s u i t a b l e 

d o m e s t i c arrangement t o a l l concerned. 

I n examining the. p e r s p e c t i v e o f females the f o l l o w i n g 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a r e o f p r i m a r y r e l e v a n c e : 1} The a c t i v i t i e s 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h women l e n t t h e m s e l v e s t o c o - o p e r a t i v e h i n d s o f 

i n t e r a c t i o n . 2 ) Communication between, a female Ego and h e r 

spouse's mother v/as f o r b i d d e n . 3 ) The p r o t e c t i v e power r e q u i r e d 

by c h i l d r e n v/as p r e f e r a b l y employed by o l d e r women i n the same 

m o i e t y as the c h i l d r e n and u s u a l l y i n v o l v e d those who v/ere 

c a t e g o r i z e d as _ajQ._L-_ (M), „£r\3L (MZ) and._5^t (MM). 

I f i t i s g r a n t e d t h a t e x t e n s i v e c o - o p e r a t i o n i s 

f a c i l i t a t e d between i n d i v i d u a l s who can speak t o one a n o t h e r t h e n 

we can assume t h a t o f a l l t h e c o m b i n a t i o n s o f fe m a l e s t h a t might 

emerge i n a domestic group the one t h a t l e n d s i t s e l f l e a s t 

r e a d i l y t o such an arrangement i s t h a t w h i c h e x i s t s between 

_£5MC £.6IA£ (SW). T h i s p r o s c r i p t i o n d i d n o t o b t a i n 

betv/een female c r o s s - c o u s i n s who communicated o p e n l y and were 

g e n e r a l l y e x p e c t e d t o i n t e r a c t v / i t h a c o n g e n i a l a i r and an ' 

i n c l i n a t i o n t o accommodate each o t h e r ' s i n t e r e s t s . Thus i n 

c h o o s i n g to i n t e r a c t w i t h women i n the o p p o s i t e moiety the 

e x i s t e n c e o f a r u l e o f speech a v o i d a n c e produced a c l e a r d e f i n i t i o n 

o f a l t e r n a t i v e s and a l t h o u g h v i r t u a l l y e v e r y woman we spoke t o 

had f r e q u e n t l y l i v e d i n a do m e s t i c group w i t h a female c r o s s -

c o u s i n f o r l i m i t e d p e r i o d s o f time we have e v i d e n c e o f only/ one 

i n s t a n c e i n w h i c h , v / i t h r e g u l a r i t y , two women who v/ere i n 

d i f f e r e n t g e n e r a t i o n s and o p p o s i t e m o i e t i e s c o n s t i t u t e d the 

a d u l t women i n a do m e s t i c group. However, r e g a r d l e s s o f the 
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r e l a t i v e ease w i t h w h i c h c o - o p e r a t i o n might o c c u r between d i f f e r e n t 

c l a s s e s o f women i n o p p o s i t e m o i e t i e s , f o r any s u s t a i n e d i n t e r 

a c t i o n women p r e f e r r e d t o a s s o c i a t e w i t h those i n the same m o i e t y 

as themselves f o r i n t h i s case t h e r e e x i s t e d no speech a v o i d a n c e 

between such women and they shared a p r o t e c t i v e i n t e r e s t i n 

c h i l d r e n they produced. R e g a r d l e s s o f moiety/ membership a woman 

who c a r e d f o r a c h i l d v/as thought to be i n a p o s i t i o n t o i n f l u e n c e 

t h e a l i g n m e n t o f h i s power as i t began t o emerge. T h i s i n f l u e n c e 

appears t o have had more a f f e c t o v er the emerging power o f boys 

r a t h e r t h a n g i r l s but i t does i n any case p r o v i d e a sound r a t i o n a l e 

f o r a woman t o choose a n o t h e r i n h e r own m o i e t y t o share i n t h e 

care o f h e r c h i l d r e n . 

As f a r as v/e know t h e r e was n o t h i n g i n t h e p o s s i b l e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s w h i c h c o u l d o b t a i n between women t h a t s u g g e s t s 

i n t r i n s i c a l l y unworkable c o m b i n a t i o n s f o r do m e s t i c p u r p o s e s . 

But as we have seen t h e r e were c o n s i d e r a t i o n s w h i c h made some 

c o m b i n a t i o n s more p r e f e r r a b l e and, t a k e n t o g e t h e r , t h e s e were 

co n d u c i v e t o f o r m a t i o n o f c l u s t e r s o f females (and t h e i r c h i l d r e n ^ 

who v/ere i n the same m o i e t y . Prom the o n e - s i d e d p o i n t o f v i e w 

o f women i n t h e same m o i e t y t h e r e was n o t h i n g i n t h e i r r e l a t i o n 

s h i p s w i t h each o t h e r t h a t a u t o m a t i c a l l y d i s c o u r a g e d a p r o l i f e r a 

t i o n of t h e i r numbers i n the same do m e s t i c group. Concern v/as 

f o r p r o v i d i n g p r o t e c t i v e power r e q u i r e d by t h e i r immature c h i l d r e n 

and i n f a c i l i t a t i n g performance o f camp o r i e n t e d a c t i v i t i e s . 

S i m p ly as a m a t t e r o f p r e f e r e n c e among women,therefore,there 

seems t o have been a tendency f o r the f o l l o w i n g s o r t o f arrangement 

t o emerge; 
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A - 6 

= A -A 0 

We have no r e c o r d o f a domestic arrangement o f such s i z e . 
However, an u n m a r r i e d Ego v/ould have a s s i s t e d h e r mother i n t h e 
ca r e and s u p e r v i s i o n o f h e r younger s i b l i n g s and p r o b a b l y a l s o 
a s s i s t e d h e r o l d e r s i s t e r i n the care o f h e r c h i l d r e n . I n the 

same way h e r fln^t , £jn&L and. _§MC... .would have c o - o p e r a t e d i n 
c a r i n g f o r h e r when she was a c h i l d . I f , as i n the above diagram 
h e r mother shared h e r spouse w i t h a s i s t e r t h e n Ego would a d d r e s s 
b o t h w i t h the term <3H<*g and r e c o g n i z e no s o c i a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t 
d i f f e r e n c e between the tv/o.5 I n cases where Ego and h e r £r?^._..had 

I n p a r t i a l i l l u s t r a t i o n o f b o t h t h e s o c i a l l y i n s i g n i f i c a n t 
d i f f e r e n c e t h a t was a p p r e c i a t e d h e r e , as we'll as the v e r y 
s h a l l o w g e n e a l o g i c a l knowledge t h a t was t y p i c a l o f t h e K a s i n i , 
one young woman was e n t i r e l y u n d e c i d e d w h i c h o f the two w i v e s 
of h e r £-"trsk^_(MF) was the g e n e t r i x o f h e r mother.' T h i s , t o u s , 
was a l l t h e more s t r i k i n g s i n c e the woman's mother, mother's 
f a t h e r and b o t h h i s w i v e s a r e s t i l l l i v i n g and i n the c o n t e x t 
o f c u r r e n t K a s i n i l i f e f r e q u e n t l y i n t e r a c t . We r e f e r t o t h i s 
as a p a r t i a l i l l u s t r a t i o n s i n c e o ur i n f o r m a n t was i n h e r mid-
t w e n t i e s and t h e r e f o r e does n ot c o n s t i t u t e an e n t i r e l y a p t 
i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d we a r e d i s c u s s i n g . 
However, r e g a r d l e s s o f age v e r y few pe o p l e were c e r t a i n as t o 
who were t h e - s i b l i n g s as opposed t o t h e p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s o f t h e i r 
g r a n d p a r e n t s , and i n many i n s t a n c e s t h i s u n c e r t a i n t y a p p l i e d 

n o t i n d i c a t e what has o f t e n been r a t h e r l o o s e l y d e s c r i b e d 
" g e n e a l o g i c a l amnesia" s i n c e t h i s i m p l i e s t h a t something has 
b l e n f o r g o t t e n . I n the K a s i n i case i t "ems t h a t - i t was not a 
m a t t e r o f f o r g e t t i n g but o f h a v i n g n e v e r known o r , i t a p p e a r s , 
o f h a v i n g ever r e a l l y cared.. 

t b ^ i r p a r e n t s ' g e n e r a t i o n as w e l l . To our mind t h i s does 
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been i n s u s t a i n e d c o n t a c t w i t h each o t h e r when Ego was a c h i l d 

she v/ould n o t , as a m a r r i e d woman w i t h c h i l d r e n , h e s i t a t e t o j o i n 

up w i t h her_£fl,_£__ i n a domestic arrangement and n e i t h e r v/ould 

she h e s i t a t e t o "adopt" an aged_£_)<_£ whomishe knew w e l l but whom 

had n o t produced any d a u g h t e r s o f h e r own whonrwould have f e l t 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r her w e l f a r e . 

These f a c t s c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e t h a t r e g a r d l e s s o f whether 

o r not a woman was m a r r i e d she was w i l l i n g t o engage i n s u s t a i n e d 

i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h a l m o s t any o t h e r female i n the same moiety; whom 

she knew w e l l . The r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n v o l v i n g the term p a i r s and 

c h a i n s - ..-Stuck..., _£,a& - _S<tuo. , ZASACL. ~ JC£QJ&<L and 

?Mc_ ~ _V7<_fc__. ~ ...fcStUa. c o u l d t h u s , s e p a r a t e l y o r i n c o m b i n a t i o n , 

emerge as a workable and - s a t i s f a c t o r y arrangement between females 

i n a domestic group. 

I n the f o l l o w i n g case we i l l u s t r a t e the g e n e a l o g i c a l l y 

v a r i e d c o m p o s i t i o n t h a t c o u l d o b t a i n between women o f the same 

m o i e t y who l i v e d i n the same domesti c group. The g e n e a l o g i c a l 

c h a r t o f the r e l e v a n t i n d i v i d u a l s , each o f whom i s a s c r i b e d a 

number, w i l l f a c i l i t a t e r e f e r e n c e i n the f o l l o w i n g d i s c u s s i o n . 
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Most o f the members o f t h i s s i n g l e h e a r t h f u n c t i o n e d 

w i t h i n a l a r g e r d o m e s t i c group but a t t i m e s t h e y coped as a 

do m e s t i c group i n i s o l a t i o n . I t i s one o f t h e s m a l l e s t o f such 

groups about w h i c h we have e v i d e n c e and c o n s i d e r a b l y below the 

u s u a l range o f 8-15 i n d i v i d u a l s . The emergence o f t h i s group 

o c c u r r e d under the f o l l o w i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s : 
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Ego, who was the youngest c h i l d , o f her p a r e n t s , was 

adopted by h e r J_ n§£ , a younger p a r a l l e l c o u s i n o f h e r Q.H _t 

when h e r p a r e n t s d i e d . Two y e a r s l a t e r she m a r r i e d hut she d i d 

n o t produce any c h i l d r e n o f h e r own'for f i v e y e a r s . I n the' 

i n t e r i m t h r e e t h i n g s o c c u r r e d : l ) h e r £ y t e v (#14) d i e d , . 

2) h e r "brothers'' (#'s 7 and 8) m a r r i e d and 3) an o l d e r " s i s t e r " 

(#5) d i e d , who had had f i v e c h i l d r e n and who f o r some r e a s o n had 

p r e v i o u s l y he en abandoned by/ h e r spouse (#6). Two o f t h e s e 

c h i l d r e n (#'s 20 and 21) were adopted, by (#3) who v/as a younger 

s i s t e r o f the deceased woman, one c h i l d (#24) was adopted by a 

co u p l e n o t on the c h a r t but i n the g e n e r a t i o n above Ego, and two 

o f the c h i l d r e n (#'s 22 and 23) were adopted by Ego. The r e s u l t 

f o r Ego was the domestic group i n the above diagram and e i t h e r as 

a h e a r t h o r a s e p a r a t e d o m e s t i c grouo t h i s c o m b i n a t i o n o f pe o p l e 

remained t o g e t h e r f o r a t l e a s t tv/o y e a r s . D u r i n g t h i s time b o t h 

o f t h e c h i l d r e n (#'s 22 and 2 3 ) , who were 5-7 y e a r s o f age a t 

t h e i r mother's d e a t h , began t o a d d r e s s Sgo w i t h the term (Xfi^. 

and (#13) ( i . e . MMZ) w i t h the term . Ego and h e r husband 

were the " p r o v i d e r s " i n t h i s group and i n b o t h an economic and 

s o c i a l sense (#13), (#22) and (#23) v/ere dependents. 

T h i s i l l u s t r a t i o n i s an example o f an arrangement w h i c h 

was not common b u t i t does show c l e a r l y t h a t d i r e c t l i n e a l i t y 

was not r e q u i r e d when women o f the same m o i e t y formed d o m e s t i c 

g r o u p s . I n a d d i t i o n , s i n c e f o r (#13) t h e r e d i d e x i s t more 

immediate g e n e a l o g i c a l a l t e r n a t i v e t h a n Ego, i t does i n d i c a t e a 

p r e f e r e n c e f o r women i n t h e same mo i e t y t o c o - o p e r a t e . Ego 

(o u r i n f o r m a n t ) was fon d o f h e r .jyvg, and v/as q u i t e ready t o 
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. assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r h e r w e l f a r e a f t e r the o l d woman's 

husband had d i e d and sons had m a r r i e d . F o r (#13) t h i s n e c e s s a r i l y 

meant l i v i n g w i t h her__£s1jiUX...-, r a t h e r t h a n v i c e - v e r s a , and h a v i n g 

v i c a r i o u s a c c e s s to raw m a t e r i a l s t h r o u g h t h e e f f o r t s o f (#1) 

who p r o v i d e d d i r e c t l y t o h i s spouse ( E g o ) i N e v e r t h e l e s s , f o r 

th e two women the arrangement was much more s u i t a b l e t h a n the 

a l t e r n a t i v e s ; f o r Ego t h i s would have meant h a v i n g no o t h e r a d u l t 

woman i n h e r h e a r t h upon whom she c o u l d a l w a y s r e l y f o r h e l p i n 

domestic c h o r e s , and f o r (#13) i t would have meant g o i n g t o l i v e 

v / i t h one o f h e r m a r r i e d sons and b e i n g i n a r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 

h e r son's w i f e . T h i s l a t t e r a l t e r n a t i v e was the l e a s t p r e f e r r e d 

arrangement between women and from our ev i d e n c e q u i t e uncommon. 

Why t h i s was so we examine more c l o s e l y below. 

I n Chapter seven (see Diagram 7.2 and d i s c u s s i o n ) we 

n o t e d t h a t the power a l i g n m e n t o f c h i l d r e n c o u l d be i n f l u e n c e d 

by women i n t h e o p p o s i t e m o i e t y . However, i t v/as t h o u g h t t h a t 

s uch i n f l u e n c e c o u l d o n l y be e x e r t e d i f women i n the o p p o s i t e 

m o i e t y were the o n l y ones around. Simply by b e i n g on hand, 

t h e r e f o r e , the__&ri££ ( o r _jt_tX£sC„. , _3lA.c . e t c . ) c o u l d a p p a r e n t l y 

i n s u l a t e the c h i l d r e n f r om the unwanted i n f l u e n c e o f a-woman i n 

t h e o p p o s i t e m o i e t y . Thus, n e g a t i v e though i t was, t h e r e v/as 

n o t h i n g i n t r i n s i c a l l y unworkable i n a domestic arrangement emerging 

between _£3_lAe. .,(HM) and £5.u_b._.( SW) . Speech a v o i d a n c e was a l s o 

a n o t h e r l i m i t a t i o n and discouragement t o e x t e n s i v e c o - o p e r a t i o n , 

but t h i s was a p p r o p r i a t e b e h a v i o r o n l y , and as such c o u l d be 

i g n o r e d i f n e c e s s a r y f o r no u n p l e a s a n t consequences ensued from 

i g n o r i n g t h i s norm. But perhaps the most i m p o r t a n t d i f f i c u l t y 
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i n h e r e n t i n an _tJ ? j A t . - i&!X&_ r e l a t i o n s h i p c e n t e r e d on the f a c t 

t h a t b oth women s t o o d i n a f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the same 

man — the o l d e r woman t o h e r son and the younger t o h e r spouse. 

T h i s c o u l d l e a d t o a man b e i n g s u b j e c t t o i d e n t i c a l , s i m u l t a n e o u s 

demands. When the man k i l l e d a moose and b o t h mother and w i f e 

a s k e d f o r the sinew t o whom d i d he g i v e i t ? Presumably such 

a development c o u l d have emerged betv/een co-spouses o f a man but 

s i n c e such women shared the same h e a r t h the i m p l i c a t i o n s were 

n e g l i g i b l e and as f a r as we know HM - SW was the o n l y i n h e r e n t l y 

c o m p e t i t i v e p a i r o f women. O b v i o u s l y t h i s c o u l d have been r e s o l v e d 

i f t h e man was u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y committed t o e i t h e r one o r the 

o t h e r , but t h i s does not seem t o have been t h e case s i n c e the 

s i t u a t i o n i t s e l f v/ould have emerged i n the f i r s t p l a c e o n l y a t 

t h e behest o f the man. 

We have o n l y one case t o i l l u s t r a t e t h i s c o m b i n a t i o n o f 

women i n a domestic group. The c i r c u m s t a n c e s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e 

emergence o f t h i s group we have a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d (Diagram 3.1). 

Diagram 8 . f>: 

A l t h o u g h t h e younger c o u p l e were t h e economic " p r o v i d e r s " i n 

t h i s d o m e s t i c group i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t b o t h the man's A H 



282 

andj££_.'j:jtl.L̂ & m a i n t a i n e d s e p a r a t e h e a r t h s w i t h i n the camp as 

i f t h e y b o t h had d i r e c t a c c e s s t o a p r o d u c t i v e male h u n t e r . 

However, the o t h e r f a c t o r s we have mentioned p r o b a b l y a l s o p l a y e d 

a p a r t i n t h i s s p a t i a l s e p a r a t i o n w i t h i n the camp. N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

t h e two women d i d c o - o p e r a t e e x t e n s i v e l y i n t h e i r d o m e s t i c 

a c t i v i t i e s and a c c o m p l i s h e d t h i s by employing a s i m p l e e x p e d i e n t — 

t h e y spoke t o one a n o t h e r . By d o i n g so th e y reduced t h e 

h i e r a r c h i c a l d i s t a n c e s e p a r a t i n g them by b e h a v i n g , perhaps v / i t h 

some r e s e r v e , as i f they were c r o s s - c o u s i n s ; a l t h o u g h t h i s 

r e p u n c t u a t i o n o f t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p was o n l y p a r t i a l s i n c e t h e y 

a d d r e s s e d each o t h e r w i t h the terms _J3MC-. .(HM) and _£6u& (SW). 

We would now l i k e t o examine the p e r s p e c t i v e o f males. 

I n d o i n g so we v / i l l t a k e f o r g r a n t e d t h a t a p e r s o n ' s an<3. 

o t h e r women i n the same m o i e t y as h i m s e l f were most prominent 

i n h i s l i f e as he began t o dev e l o p h u n t i n g - s k i l l i n a d o l e s c e n c e 

and e a r l y manhood. A K a s i n i male was assumed t o be i n a f u n c t i o n a l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p v / i t h o n l y two c l a s s e s o f women; thos e c a t e g o r i z e d 

as _JXtt& .(M) and those c a t e g o r i z e d as S g ' g f l ^ j c i (W) and as we 

have j u s t seen i n the p r e v i o u s i l l u s t r a t i o n i t was p o s s i b l e f o r 

a man to stand i n a f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p t o bo t h c l a s s e s 

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . However, the r e l a t i o n s h i p between (Xf)^ (M) -

(S) preceded t h a t between StLith^K (H) - Ĵ QUjauCW) 
and so we v / i l l examine them i n t h i s sequence. I n d o i n g so we a r e 

i n t e r e s t e d p r i m a r i l y - i n t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between males but s i n c e 

t h e s e , from a d o l e s c e n c e onwards, were i n f u s e d w i t h a c o m p e t i t i v e 

a t t i t u d e t h a t found i t s most p e r v a s i v e e x p r e s s i o n i n the a c t i v i t y 

o f h u n t i n g we a r e o b l i g e d t o c o n s i d e r them i n r e g a r d t o t h e women 

f o r whom t h e men hunted. 
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Sometimes the pr e s e n c e o f c e r t a i n c l a s s e s o f women 

sharpened c o m p e t i t i o n between " b r o t h e r s " t o an u n a c c e p t a b l e p o i n t 

and f o r t h i s r e a s o n t h e y tended t o a v o i d each o t h e r ' s company 

as much as p o s s i b l e . T h i s , however, v/as not a necessary/ f e a t u r e 

o f J4M.cLL&. (3*) - £6CIALX(B~) r e l a t i o n s h i p s , but a f u n c t i o n o f 

s p e c i a l k i n d s o f c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n w h i c h " b r o t h e r s " r e g u l a r l y found 

t h e m s e l v e s . Other c i r c u m s t a n c e s d i d o b t a i n and th e s e had an 

e m o l l i e n t e f f e c t on c o m p e t i t i o n , r e d u c i n g rthe..:.;*si.gnifi.cance of. m a n i f e s t 

d i f f e r e n c e s o f a b i l i t y between any tv/o males. As v/e s h a l l see 

K a s i n i males p r e f e r r e d domestic arrangements where such d i f f e r e n c e s 

were s o c i a l l y i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l . 

E x cept f o r the f i r s t r e l a t i o n s h i p , a l l t h o s e we c o n s i d e r 

below i n v o l v e males who were e i t h e r i n t h e same o r i n a d j a c e n t 

g e n e r a t i o n s and who were s u b j e c t t o d i r e c t comparison when 

changes i n r e l a t i v e a b i l i t y v/ere a p p a r e n t . 

i ) ,(MP) - __LSW_^_(DS) 

I t would have been v e r y u n l i k e l y t h a t two i n d i v i d u a l s 

who c a t e g o r i z e d each o t h e r w i t h t h e s e terms would be h u n t e r s and 

p r o v i d e r s a t the same t i m e . I f the o l d e r s t i l l f u n c t i o n e d as a 

p r o v i d e r t h e younger v/ould p r o b a b l y be too immature to do so, and 

i f t he younger v/as capable o f h u n t i n g e f f e c t i v e l y t he o l d e r would 

u s u a l l y be w e l l advanced i n age. F r e q u e n t l y n e i t h e r was a 

ca p a b l e p r o v i d e r and the a c t i v i t i e s o f b o t h c e n t e r e d around the 

camp. Such peo p l e v/ere u s u a l l y on f r i e n d l y terms w i t h each o t h e r 

and a l t h o u g h the o l d e r p e r s o n v/as assumed to po s s e s s "power" 

and c o u l d perhaps be a shaman h i s presence v/as n o t c o n s i d e r e d t o 

be dangerous t o t h e younger p e r s o n . Apparently/ as c h i l d r e n 

(DS o r ED) v/ould o f t e n s l e e p w i t h h i s SJAc- and _^Xs]j£._ and s i t 
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on t h e i r l a p s o r l e a n a g a i n s t them w h i l e they performed some 

t a s k . Thus, d e s p i t e b e i n g an o l d e r p e r s o n i n the o p p o s i t e m o i e t y 

t h e ^power" o f _̂ _S.C.<̂ ?=. was c o n s i d e r e d t o be un h a r m f u l and p o t e n t i a l ! 

b e n e f i c i a l f o r £SM^>_,. As i f t o emphasize t h i s b e n e v o l e n t tone 

t o t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p one o l d man was remembered t o have encouraged 

h i s numerous £ S M & to p a t h i s head v/hile t h e y s a t on h i s l a n 

even though he v/as known t o be a man o f c o n s i d e r a b l e "power" . 

2)_£_ta. (F ) - fcs£ua,(S) 

I n t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p and the o t h e r s we c o n s i d e r below 

i t was e n t i r e l y p o s s i b l e t h a t a t some p e r i o d b o t h i n d i v i d u a l s 

c o u l d be, i n v a r y i n g d e g r e e s , " p r o v i d e r s " f o r t he same domesti c 

group and we w i l l c o n s i d e r them i n t h i s c o n t e x t . A f a t h e r and 

h i s sons were b o t h , o f c o u r s e , f u n c t i o n a l l y r e l a t e d t o the same 

woman and, i n i t i a l l y a t l e a s t , the f a t h e r would have been an 

u n q u e s t i o n a b l y s u p e r i o r h u n t e r . The s u p e r i o r i t y o f the o l d e r ' 

o v e r t h e younger was l a r g e l y a r e s u l t o f p h y s i c a l a b i l i t y and 

e x p e r i e n c e but s i n c e t h e s e were s u b j e c t t o change we would l i k e 

b r i e f l y t o examine what v/as i m p l i e d about t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p i n 

the event t h a t t h e i r r e l a t i v e c a p a b i l i t i e s v/ere r e v e r s e d . 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p between a man and h i s w i f e c o n s i s t e d 

o f an assumed and, i n p r i n c i p l e , n o n - e x c l u s i v e s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p 

and a f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . That between son and mother 

c o n s i s t e d o f a f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p o n l y and, because o f i n c e s t , 

t h e r e v/as no q u e s t i o n o f a s e x u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . C o n s equently, 

r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e i r r e l a t i v e a b i l i t i e s as h u n t e r s t h e r e v/as no 

p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t f a t h e r o r son c o u l d appear t o s u p p l a n t each 

o t h e r i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p s t o a woman who v/as e i t h e r 

q/l^g, o r S£/£*£!/<\<\ t o them. S o c i a l l y t h e i r p o s i t i o n s v/ere n o t 
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i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e and t h u s the o n l y r e s u l t t h a t need f o l l o w from 

e i t h e r emerging as more ca p a b l e was t h a t one v/ould be r e c o g n i z e d 

as a b e t t e r h u n t e r . I n t h i s sense the c o m p e t i t i o n i n h e r e n t i n 

tv/o men h u n t i n g f o r the same do m e s t i c group v/as n u l l i f i e d when 

i t i n v o l v e d f a t h e r and son, f o r i t c o u l d n e v e r e v e n t u a t e i n e i t h e r 

g a i n i n g a s o c i a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t advantage o v e r the o t h e r . T h i s 

g e n e r a l c i r c u m s t a n c e seems t o be r e f l e c t e d i n the f a c t t h a t 

f a t h e r s v/ere the o n l y c l a s s o f males who were acknowledged t o 

have i n any way/ t a u g h t young men h u n t i n g t e c h n i q u e s . I n no case 

does t h i s i n s t r u c t i o n e v er seem t o have been v e r y e x t e n s i v e ^ 

6. O l d e r males v e r y i n f r e q u e n t l y s e t about t o t e a c h a younger 
one any s p e c i f i c h u n t i n g t e c h n i q u e . I n a s k i n g middle-aged and 
e l d e r l y K a s i n i i n f o r m a n t s who i t was t h a t t a u g h t them how to 
hunt and t r a p t h e y always c l a i m e d t h a t t h e y had d e v e l o p e d 
t h e s e a b i l i t i e s on t h e i r own o r t h a t t h e i r STJX had t a u g h t 
them a few t h i n g s . From our o b s e r v a t i o n s on p r e s e n t day h u n t i n g 
companions t h i s s t i l l seems t o be t r u e but o n l y i n the sense t h a t 
no v e r b a l e x p l a n a t i o n was u s u a l l y p r o v i d e d f o r t h e d e d u c t i o n s 
t h a t v/ere made c o n c e r n i n g an e x a m i n a t i o n o f an a n i m a l ' s spoor. 
A young man n e v e r t h e l e s s a c q u i r e d most o f hiw knowledge from 
h i s e l d e r s j u s t by b e i n g i n a t t e n d e n c e and h a v i n g c o n s t a n t 
exposure t o t h e i r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f a n i m a l s i g n s and g a u g i n g 
whereabouts of game. Most such knowledge was n o t t r a n s m i t t e d 
v e r b a l l y , i t v/as l e a r n e d by o b s e r v a t i o n , i m i t a t i o n and p r a c t i c e 
and i t was o f an e x t r e m e l y complex n a t u r e w h i c h seldom s u r f a c e d 
i n t o c o n s c i o u s a r t i c u l a t i o n . From our e x p e r i e n c e a t b e i n g 
" t a u g h t " to hunt i n t h i s manner we o f t e n f e l t t h a t t h e r e v/as no 
p r e c i s e way i n w h i c h a p a r t i c u l a r d e d u c t i o n c o u l d be v e r b a l l y 
j u s t i f i e d . I n o t h e r words v/e f e l t our q u e s t i o n s were n o t b e i n g 
answered because our would-be i n f o r m a n t d i d not q u i t e know how 
t o g i v e one. I n o u r o p i n i o n , and e s p e c i a l l y i f one v/ere n o t i n 
t h e h a b i t o f d o i n g so, i t v/ould t a k e b o t h a good command o f a 
language and a b e t t e r t h a n average a n a l y t i c a l a b i l i t y t o t e l l 
anyone e l s e how one, f o r i n s t a n c e , d e t e r m i n e d t h a t a moose o r 
v/olf had. made a c e r t a i n c o n f i g u r a t i o n o f marks i n the snow a 
hundred y a r d s away. And y e t a l l K a s i n i a d u l t s - c a n e a s i l y and 
a c c u r a t e l y make such a d i s t i n c t i o n . T h e r e f o r e , when our 
i n f o r m a n t s c l a i m e d . t h a t nobody taught' them how to hunt t h i s does 
n o t mean t h a t they d i d n o t l e a r n from o t h e r s ; i t means t h a t 
t h e y were n o t exposed to e x t e n s i v e v e r b a l e x p l a n a t i o n s o f 
h u n t i n g p r o c e d u r e s . I t a l s o means t h a t t h e y v/ere r e t i c e n t to 
acknowledge any debt f o r the, c u r r e n t s t a t e o f t h e i r h u n t i n g 
a b i l i t i e s . 
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•and young men appear t o have hunted v / i t h t h e i r £tjx no more 

f r e q u e n t l y t h a n w i t h o t h e r s . However, as our a n a l y s i s shows, 

a f a t h e r had n o t h i n g t o l o s e - b y t e a c h i n g h i s son t o hunt w e l l 

and, as we s h a l l see, he i n f a c t had something t o g a i n by t r y i n g 

t o ensure h i s son v/as a d e s i r a b l e m a r r i a g e p a r t n e r i n the eyes 

o f o t h e r s . 

3 ) A 3 C A ^ . . ( M ) - s n a ^ . J z 8 ) 

These terms were a p p l i e d o n l y i f b o t h p e o p l e v/ere 

u n m a r r i e d . I f t h e y were o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y t h e same age t h e y 

behaved to one a n o t h e r much as i f t h e y c a t e g o r i z e d each o t h e r 

as J5!W.OLCA__ (B-+y - £ S C / S L c v J B - ) ; s i m i l a r l y i f "brothers'* v/ere 

w i d e l y s e p a r a t e d i n age t h e younger was expected t o observe 

g e s t u r e s o f d e f e r e n c e u s u a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h an fcsta^q -

SDAj^Ckc r e l a t i o n s h i p . The ££\j\^&c..v/as expected to d i s c i p l i n e 

h i s .SOA^fki v/hen the l a t t e r was a c h i l d . As the younger p e r s o n 

matured he might accompany his j£gtj&£cL. on h u n t i n g t r i p s and t h e n 

an a s y m m e t r i c a l form o f t e a s i n g o f t e n d e v e l o p e d i n w h i c h t h e 

o l d e r y o u t h v/ould mock and l i g h t l y c r i t i c i z e the younger i f he 

made a f o o l i s h d e d u c t i o n or e r r o r v/hen examining s p o o r . F o r t h e 

most p a r t t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p was f r i e n d l y a l t h o u g h t h e r e a l s o seems 

t o have been an e f f o r t on the p a r t o f t h e o l d e r t o i m p r e s s t h e 

younger w i t h h i s a b i l i t i e s . One i n f o r m a n t (a man o f about 40 

y e a r s ) r e c o u n t e d an i n c i d e n t v/hen he and h i s were r e s t i n g 

d u r i n g a h u n t . Suddenly the o l d e r o f the two s t a r t e d s n i f f i n g 

t h e a i r and g o t to h i s f e e t s a y i n g he smelt something good t o 

e a t . S t i l l s n i f f i n g he wandered around as i f t r a c i n g the d i r e c t i o n 

o f t h e s c e n t . F i n a l l y he d e c i d e d on the d i r e c t i o n and walked 
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s t r a i g h t t o a h o l l o w stump from w h i c h he l i f t e d a dead grouse 

and t h i s t h e y s u b s e q u e n t l y a t e . Our i n f o r m a n t (about 14 y e a r s 

o l d a t the time o f t h e i n c i d e n t ) v/as much imp r e s s e d w i t h t h i s 

performance and c o n c l u d e d t h a t h i s X6lA^x>__m'as't have had s t r o n g 

powers t o have been a b l e t o have d e t e c t e d the grouse i n t h i s 

manner. A p p a r e n t l y t h e i d e a t h a t the e n t i r e s i t u a t i o n had been 

c o n t r i v e d d i d n o t o c c u r t o him f o r some tim e : n o t , as he a d m i t t e d , 

u n t i l the o p p o r t u n i t y a r o s e some y e a r s l a t e r i n w h i c h he tho\ight 

of employing a s i m i l a r r u s e h i m s e l f on a much younger b r o t h e r . 

As c o m p e t i t o r s , t h e r e f o r e j j _ j ^ ; ^ _ , u s u a l l y had an advanta, 

o f age and e x p e r i e n c e o v e r h i s ___.„_^<J___and t h e q u e s t i o n o f who 

was more a b l e was n o t a t i s s u e . I n any case the two i n d i v i d u a l s 

were f u n c t i o n a l l y r e l a t e d t o t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e Qfi^g. and as such 

t h e i r p o s i t i o n s were not i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e and n e i t h e r o b j e c t e d 

t o b e i n g i n c l o s e a s s o c i a t i o n . 

4) ..KuAi&ABf) - esli^icx(B-) 

P r i o r , t o m a r r i a g e " b r o t h e r s " were f r e q u e n t l y f r i e n d s 

and h u n t i n g companions and they c o m f o r t a b l y shared t h e same 

h e a r t h i f t h e y had an_&I)_XL i n common. I f t h e y v/ere c l o s e i n 

age and s t i l l had many t h i n g s t o 1earn about h u n t i n g t h e y would 

t e s t t h e i r d e v e l o p i n g s k i l l s a g a i n s t each o t h e r and f r i e n d l y 

r i v a l r i e s and a s y m m e t r i c a l form o f t e a s i n g and j o k i n g emerged 

on t h i s a c c o u n t . However, i f b o t h were o f approximately; t h e same 

age and : i n the p r o c e s s o f becoming " p r o v i d e r s " t h e i r i n 

e x p e r i e n c e v/ould p r o b a b l y a l l o w n e i t h e r t o s u s t a i n the i n i t i a t i v e 

f o r v e r y l o n g and no s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e i n h u n t i n g a b i l i t y 

need be m a n i f e s t . Thus " b r o t h e r s " i n "adolescence and e a r l y 



288 

manhood were o f t e n c o n s t a n t and, i t a p p e a r s , c o n g e n i a l companions 

who hunted t o g e t h e r f o r t h e i r jSUl_€ . But s i n c e t h e y were 

h u n t i n g f o r t h e i r mother because t h e y were h e r sons and n o t i n 

o r d e r t o demonstrate such a r e l a t i o n s h i p t he c o m p e t i t i v e s t r i v i n g 

between " b r o t h e r s 1 1 i n t h i s c o n t e x t c o u l d n e v e r r e s u l t i n a 

d e c i s i v e s o c i a l advantage o r even the appearance o f such an 

advantage. 

When a young man had proven h i m s e l f c a p a b l e o f "providing''' 

e f f e c t i v e l y as a h u n t e r h i s p a r e n t s would a r r a n g e h i s m a r r i a g e . 

Such a m a r r i a g e c o u l d i n v o l v e a g i r l he knew q u i t e w e l l and who 

had been l i v i n g i n the v i c i n i t y o f t h e young man o r i t c o u l d 

i n v o l v e a g i r l he had seldom, i f e v e r , seen b e f o r e . I n t h e 

l a t t e r case t h e dom e s t i c group i n w h i c h e i t h e r t he y o u t h o r t h e 

g i r l were t h e n l i v i n g v/ould have moved i n t o a new a r e a and t h e 

ma r r i a g e c o n s t i t u t e d an a l l i a n c e o f s o r t s between those who had 

a r r a n g e d t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p between the young c o u p l e . I f t h i s 

i n v o l v e d p e o p l e who c a t e g o r i z e d each o t h e r by an " o t h e r p e o p l e " 

term such an arrangement between t h e i r c h i l d r e n c o u l d i n time 

r e s u l t i n the s o c i a l d i s t a n c e between them b e i n g reduced t o t h e 

e x t e n t t h a t they would b e g i n t o r e f e r t o each o t h e r as gs'<=>g.n«£> 

(my p e o p l e ) . 

We w i l l assume i n t h i s case t h a t the young man moved 

i n t o t h e domestic group o f h i s new w i f e f o r t h i s v/as a f r e q u e n t 

o c c u r r e n c e , a l t h o u g h i t must b e : . r e i t e r a t e d , t h i s was not a r e s u l t 

o f a r u l e o f r e s i d e n c e . I t v/as the r e s u l t o f the p r e f e r r e d 

arrangements between women, e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e w h i c h encouraged 

mother and daug h t e r t o s t a y t o g e t h e r . Such p r e f e r e n c e s d i d n o t 
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negate o t h e r arrangements ( c f . Diagram 8.4) from d e v e l o p i n g "but, 

'at l e a s t i n the i n i t i a l s t a g e s o f a m a r r i a g e , t h e y were a s t r o n g 

i n f l u e n c e on how the co u p l e was d i s p o s e d i n a p a r t i c u l a r d o m e s t i c 

group. 

By s t a y i n g w i t h h i s w i f e and h e r p a r e n t s and s i b l i n g s 

t h e young man was p l a c e d i n d i r e c t c o n t a c t w i t h two new c l a s s e s 

o f males — _£.€Csi.̂ g. (WF and $ljx (WB) . However, he c o u l d 

a l s o e s t a b l i s h o r r e - e s t a b l i s h c o n t a c t w i t h men he c a t e g o r i z e d 

as i C a c L ( i x ( B f ) o r _e.sci.(5^o\_(B-) who c o u l d be a l r e a d y m a r r i e d t o 

o r who might e v e n t u a l l y marry h i s spouse's s i s t e r s . The 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between m a r r i e d " b r o t h e r s " we have a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d 

a t some l e n g t h and we know t h a t i n such a s i t u a t i o n t h e y v/ere 

i n c l i n e d t o a v o i d each o t h e r . 

5) e€^:lm.W) - esA& .(ZH) 
The r e l a t i o n s h i p between men who c a t e g o r i z e d each 

o t h e r w i t h the n o n - p o l a r i z e d term S\JX w a s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by a 

s y m m e t r i c a l form o f t e a s i n g and j o k i n g and whether m a r r i e d o r 

n o t they were c o n s i d e r e d i d e a l h u n t i n g companions. We have 

a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d the n a t u r e o f t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p when b o t h 

were m a r r i e d . When o n l y one was m a r r i e d t h e same n e u t r a l i z e d 

c o m p e t i t i o n o b t a i n e d f o r each was t h e n f u n c t i o n a l l y r e l a t e d t o 

women i n d i f f e r e n t g e n e r a t i o n s and t h e i r r e l a t i v e a b i l i t i e s 

d i d not impinge on s u c h . r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n any way. 

6) £-st5i^e O'-'F) . - . . .£SC<^. (DH) 

A man's w i f e ' s f a t h e r c o u l d have been, p r i o r t o t h e 

m a r r i a g e o f e i t h e r , r e l a t e d t o t h e man as ^ 5 t a ^ ^ _ ( H B ) o r Kudtcv 

(3+-). On t h e m a r r i a g e o f a mother's b r o t h e r the term g s l f l . - ^ 
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was r e p l a c e d by_g_$XkL^-JAN& c o u l d , p e r h a p s , be more c o r r e c t l y -

t r a n s l a t e d i n t h i s case as " p o t e n t i a l " w i f e ' s f a t h e r . On t h e 

o t h e r hand the m a r r i a g e o f an o l d e r b r o t h e r need n o t e n t a i l a 

change i n t e r m i n o l o g y u n l e s s the mem m a r r i e d a woman who r e f e r r e d 

t o h i s KlAc^Ux as . i__tc^...(F); i n w h i c h case KIASLCK was r e p l a c e d 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p between tho s e who employed the term 

p a i r .£i>_l^____ (WF) - £SU^ (DH) was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by speech 

a v o i d a n c e . Both men v/ere m a r r i e d t o women i n the same m o i e t y 

but o f d i f f e r e n t g e n e r a t i o n s . 

L i k e a l l men th e y were c o m p e t i t o r s but s i n c e t h e y v/ere 

s e p a r a t e d so w i d e l y i n y e a r s the advantage i n h u n t i n g was on 

the s i d e o f the younger man who i n time i n e v i t a b l y began to 

f u n c t i o n as t h e main " p r o v i d e r " i n a do m e s t i c groun i n w h i c h 

b o t h v/ere members. B a r r i n g an a c c i d e n t o r d e b i l i t a t i n g i l l n e s s 

t h e p r o c e s s i n w h i c h the m a n i f e s t d i f f e r e n c e s between'the o l d e r 

and younger became r e v e r s e d presumably i n v o l v e d g r a d u a l changes 

o v e r the y e a r s . Ho p a r t i c u l a r event s i g n i f i e d t h a t s i i c h a 

change had t a k e n p l a c e and no p a r t i c u l a r s t r a i n emerged between 

£_rtSL_?_ . and_ _£SW<_ w h i l e t h i s v/as o c c u r r i n g . I n p r i n c i p l e , 

n e i t h e r man shared s e x u a l a c c e s s t o t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e spouses 

and n e i t h e r v/as thought t o be i n a f u n c t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 

b o t h women. There v/as no i m p l i c a t i o n t h a t the younger was 

r e p l a c i n g the o l d e r i n the l a t t e r ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h h i s w i f e . 

The 3'ounger s i m p l y p r o v i d e d raw m a t e r i a l s f o r h i s spouse who 

shared such t h i n g s w i t h h e r mother. The mother, i n h e r t u r n , 

behaved as she had always done w i t h r e s p e c t t o h e r spouse. Thus 
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an.-.i^CsC^L w a s ^ 9 <^ a n ( ^ c l o t h e d because o f the e f f o r t s o f h i s 

£SU& and t h e r e v/as no n e c e s s a r y r e a s o n why the h i e r a r c h i c a l 

d i s t a n c e between them v/as b e i n g m i n i m i z e d on t h i s a c c o u n t ; 

indeed_££ts/^_were (and s t i l l a r e ) known t o c o n s t r u e such an 

arrangement as an i n d i c a t i o n t h e i r "power" was s t i l l r e c o g n i z e d 

as s u p e r i o r by t h e i r . The e x t e n s i v e a c t i v i t i e s o f the 

younger man c o u l d thus be a l s o i n t e r p r e t e d as an i n d i c a t i o n o f 

s u b s e r v i e n c e i n w h i c h the £SH_» _was humbly and o b e d i e n t l y 

e x e r t i n g h i m s e l f on b e h a l f o f h i s £<rfc,c^t j u s t as he was 

thought t o have p r e v i o u s l y behaved v/ i t h r e s p e c t t o his___£S^^.(MB). 

An ap p a r e n t r e v e r s a l o f a b i l i t y c o u l d , t h e r e f o r e , be l o o k e d a t 

i n more t h a n one way and i n t h i s case i t u s u a l l y v/as. The 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t h a t a man v/as b e i n g s u b s e r v i e n t even though he 

was the more a b l e h u n t e r and p r o v i d e r v/as v o i c e d o n l y by tho s e 

who were v i e w i n g such a s i t u a t i o n from t h e p o i n t o f v i e w o f an 

£_SiTSL^.--(T^F) r e g a r d i n g h i s £ 5 u ^ (DH.) The same i n f o r m a n t s 

d i d n o t i n t e r p r e t t h e i r own p r e v i o u s b e h a v i o r i n t h i s way a t 

a l l and, i n r e t r o s p e c t , they v i r t u a l l y always saw t h e a c t i v i t y 

n o t as s u b s e r v i e n t but as an a c t o f k i n d n e s s and m u n i f i c e n c e . 

The t e rm " b r i d e s e r v i c e " , might l o o s e l y be used i n t h i s c o n t e x t , 

b u t itdo.es n ot denote o b l i g a t o r y s e r v i c e on the. p a r t o f the 

younger, i t emerges s i m p l y as a s t r a t e g i c and o n e - s i d e d v i e w o f 

a c t i v i t y . 

The p e r s p e c t i v e o f males and fe m a l e s f r o m w h i c h we 

have examined v a r i o u s c o m b i n a t i o n s o f " c o - p r o v i d e r s " and a s s o r t e d 

"dependents" i n d i c a t e t h a t , beyond t h e demands o f demographic 

imbalance and m a t e r i a l n e c e s s i t y , t h e r e e x i s t e d , c e r t a i n 

http://itdo.es
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l i m i t a t i o n s t o b o t h the s i z e and c o m p o s i t i o n o f K a s i n i d o m e s t i c 

g r o u p s . These l i m i t a t i o n s may be u n d e r s t o o d as a consequence 

o f t h e f a c t t h a t m a r r i e d male s i b l i n g s and p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s 

p r e f e r r e d not to s t a y i n c l o s e p r o x i m i t y / . ¥e have d i s c u s s e d 

a t l e n g t h why t h i s v/as so but i t s h o u l d be re-emphasized t h a t 

" b r o t h e r s " were not o b l i g e d t o a v o i d each o t h e r , t h e y l e a r n e d 

t o do so and a v o i d a n c e d i d not s i m p l y i n v o l v e a l a c k o f v e r b a l 

i n t e r a c t i o n b u t , wherever p o s s i b l e , p h y s i c a l s e p a r a t i o n . 

Therefore,, v/e would l i k e v e r y b r i e f l y t o examine those c o n d i t i o n s 

i n w h i c h " b r o t h e r s " l e a r n e d t o behave i n t h i s way. 

When Ego m a r r i e d he u s u a l l y l i v e d i n a d o m e s t i c .group 

composed o f h i s w i f e , h e r u n m a r r i e d s i b l i n g s and h e r p a r e n t s . 

O t h e r s v/ould have been p r e s e n t from time to time but such a 

g r o u p i n g , e i t h e r i n one o r two h e a r t h s , v/ould c o n s t i t u t e a more 

o r l e s s e n d u r i n g c l u s t e r o f p e o p l e . I f Ego' s _s/_X (WB) v/ere 

u n m a r r i e d and f u n c t i o n e d as a " p r o v i d e r " t h e n Ego, h i s w i f e and 

t h e i r c h i l d r e n would u s u a l l y / l e a v e and j o i n up w i t h o t h e r s a t 

d i f f e r e n t t i m e s of the y e a r . I n t h e i n t e r i m h i s w i f e ' s p a r e n t s 

and younger s i b l i n g s would be p r o v i d e d f o r by; h i s SJc^ (WB) 

and perhaps ,.£5p_&J} c__iunmarried WZ) . E v e n t u a l l y , however, h i s 

£Sps£cbx would get m a r r i e d and t h i s v/ould r e s u l t i n someone 

j o i n i n g the domestic group whom Ego would probably/ a d dress as 

£&<LA£1(X (B-) and t h i s v/ould produce an arrangement i n w h i c h 

m a r r i e d " b r o t h e r s " were l i v i n g i n the same domesti c group. 

There i s no need t o r e - i t e r a t e what s o r t s o f s t r a i n 

were i n h e r e n t t o such a c o m b i n a t i o n o f males b u t , i n our o p i n i o n , 

i t i s d o u b t f u l t h a t the e x i s t e n c e o f the £$Cl 
AU would provoke 
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Ego's immediate d e p a r t u r e f o r we can t h i n k o f no way i n w h i c h 

he c o u l d have e n v i s i o n e d what would e v e n t u a l l y u n f o l d u n t i l i t 

a c t u a l l y took p l a c e . Both " b r o t h e r s " i t must be remembered 

were i n open communication v / i t h t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e spouses and 

t h e y c o u l d t e a s e and l a u g h v / i t h one a n o t h e r q u i t e p u b l i c l y . I n 

a d d i t i o n t h e r e was no r u l e f o r b i d d i n g s e x u a l a c c e s s t o t h e i r 

r e s p e c t i v e w i v e s . As a d u l t s , Ego and h i s gs<*tdl<k would be no 

l o n g e r s u b j e c t to the v i c i s s i t u d e s o f i n e x p e r i e n c e t h a t might 

have f a v o u r e d n e i t h e r i n t h e i r d e v e l o p i n g s k i l l s as h u n t e r s and 

i t i s l i k e l y t h a t one o f them v/ould emerge as a more s u c c e s s f u l 

" p r o v i d e r " . The s u g g e s t i o n s o f the more s u c c e s s f u l h u n t e r would 

be f a v o u r e d i n d i s c u s s i o n s as to where the camp might be moved 

and h i s w i f e v/ould be i n a p o s i t i o n to d i s t r i b u t e goods t o 

o t h e r women i n t h e camp. How l o n g i t took b e f o r e .the i m p l i c a t i o n s 

o f t h i s began t o b e a r h e a v i l y on the l e s s s u c c e s s f u l h u n t e r would 

p r o b a b l y depend on the s e n s i t i v i t y / o f t h e p e r s o n i n v o l v e d . When 

i t d i d o c c u r i t v/as, perhaps, s i m p l y e v i d e n t i n a g r a d u a l 

moroseness, a d i s i n c l i n a t i o n t o endorse even the most s e n s i b l e 

s u g g e s t i o n o f t h e o t h e r , a t e ndency t o be t a c i t u r n and eschew 

badinage and to show a p r e f e r e n c e to hunt a l o n e . Any o f t h e s e 

k i n d s o f b e h a v i o r c o u l d e a s i l y g i v e the more s u c c e s s f u l h u n t e r 

r e a s o n t o ponder what might be the cause and i f he c o n c l u d e d 

t h a t i t was h i m s e l f he v/ould a l s o have r e a s o n to f e e l alarmed 

and to f e a r p o s s i b l e r e t a l i a t i o n t h r o u g h s o r c e r y . Whether 

s u c c e s s f u l or u n s u c c e s s f u l as a h u n t e r t h o s e who l e f t the 

d o m e s t i c group v/ere u s u a l l y the o l d e r m a r r i e d d a ughter, v / i t h 

spouse and c h i l d r e n . T h i s d i d n o t mean the man and h i s w i f e 

n e v e r formed a d o m e s t i c group w i t h any o f t h e s e p e o p l e a g a i n , 



294 

f o r t he w i f e would, s t i l l w i s h t o v i s i t h e r mother and s i s t e r , 

hut i n s t e a d o f b e i n g s e p a r a t e d f o r f i v e weeks o r so t h e y would 

o n l y j o i n up w i t h them f o r a few weeks once o r t w i c e a n u a l l y . I n 

Chapter t e n we s h a l l see how and why such s e p a r a t i o n s between 

mother and daughter s c o u l d l a s t f o r a few y e a r s a t a t i m e , and 

c o u l d become permanent between s i s t e r s . 

I f we f o l l o w t h i s p a t t e r n t o i t s c o n c l u s i o n we can 

see t h a t t h r o u g h a s e r i e s o f d e p a r t u r e s by o l d e r s i s t e r s and 

t h e i r spouses, the mother v/ould f i n a l l y be l e f t w i t h h e r youngest 

d a u g h t e r s i n c e t h e r e v/ould be no r e a s o n why h e r spouse v/ould be 

encouraged t o l e a v e . As a u n i t , however, the r e l a t i o n s h i p 

betv/een mother and'youngest daughter was o n l y sometimes r e a l i z e d 

( c f . Diagram 8 . 4 ) and i t emerged as an e m p i r i c a l consequence 

o f o t h e r f a c t o r s . I n i t s e l f i t had no r e c o g n i z e d s o c i a l 

s i g n i f i c a n c e whatever, 1 and the r e c i p r o c a l p a i r _XH_g, (M) -

_£st7^__(D) were the o n l y c a t e g o r i e s t h a t o b t a i n e d betv/een 

mothers and d a u g h t e r s . 

We can see from the above t h a t no l a r g e f a c e t o f a c e 

group o f women i n t h e same mo i e t y was ev e r l i k e l y to emerge. 

T h i s was n o t because the women v/ould n o t choose to do so had 

they been g i v e n the o p p o r t u n i t y but because t h e i r spouses developed 

s t r a i n e d r e l a t i o n s and p r e f e r r e d t o a v o i d one a n o t h e r . An 

arrangement such as the f o l l o w i n g v/as t h e r e f o r e bound t o be s h o r t 

l i v e d : 
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T h i s was because the " b r o t h e r s " n o t the " s i s t e r s " w i s h e d to a v o i d 

each o t h e r . The " s i s t e r s " had no o b j e c t i o n t o b e i n g i n c l o s e 

p r o x i m i t y and a l t h o u g h t h e y seldom r e a l i z e d i t e m p i r i c a l l y t h e y 

had n o t h i n g a g a i n s t such an arrangement i n p r i n c i p l e . T h i s i s 

most c l e a r l y borne out by the f a c t t h a t K a s i n i d i d p r a c t i s e 

p o l y g y n y and the f a c t t h a t a p o l y a n d r o u s u n i o n n e v e r seems to 

have emerged as a permanent r e l a t i o n s h i p . G iven the e m p i r i c a l 

f a c t s o f K a s i n i m a r r i a g e s and the i m p o r t a n c e o f d e m o n s t r a t i n g a 

f u n c t i o n a l c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y i n such r e l a t i o n s h i p s the above diagram 

can e a s i l y be t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o e i t h e r form o f polygamy. As a 

m a t t e r o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i t was o n l y seen as p o t e n t i a l l y polygamous 

and t o t h i s the men, not the women, o b j e c t e d . However, i f 

m a r r i e d s i b l i n g s o f the same sex tended t o a v o i d each o t h e r 

i m p o r t a n t s o c i a l f o r c e s e x i s t t h a t l i m i t the s i z e o f d o m e s t i c 

g r o u p s . 

I n Chapter t h r e e we argued t h a t f a c t o r s o f age, 

m o b i l i t y and d i s t r i b u t i o n o f f o o d r e s o u r c e s o f f e r e d o n l y p a r t i a l 

e x p l a n a t i o n s o f K a s i n i d o m e s t i c group s i z e . These f a c t o r s s e t 

l i m i t s w h i c h K a s i n i n e v e r seemed t o have come c l o s e t o r e a l i z i n g . 

We s t i l l do n o t p o s s e s s i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h f u l l y e x p l a i n s l i m i t a t i o n 

o f group s i z e but i f we i n c l u d e i n our c o n s i d e r a t i o n s the 

i m p l i c a t i o n s o f a v o i d a n c e between m a r r i e d s i b l i n g s and p a r a l l e l 

c o u s i n s o f the same sex the m a t t e r does become more c o m p r e h e n s i b l e . 

There a r e , i n f a c t , o n l y a few l i k e l y c o m b i n a t i o n s and most o f 

t h e s e we p r e s e n t below: 
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(6) 

A = 6 

6 

(7) 

A = O 

6 = A 

(8) 

A= 6 
A 

6 6 A 6 

(9) 

A= 6 A 0 

A = 6 A = 6 

6 A o A 
We have o m i t t e d here t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f a d o m e s t i c 

group composed s o l e l y o f an a b l e - b o d i e d m a r r i e d c o u p l e . We f e e l 

t h i s t o have been p o s s i b l e and even p r o b a b l e f o r s h o r t p e r i o d s o f 

t i m e b u t we have no e v i d e n c e on a group o f t h i s s i z e . Nor do 

we have evidence o f a group as s m a l l as d i a g r a m (6) above. 

The r e m a i n d e r o f th e s e examples a l l r e p r e s e n t a c t u a l group s i z e s 

and a l t h o u g h v/e have a r b i t r a r i l y p r o v i d e d each c o u p l e w i t h o n l y 

tv/o c h i l d r e n and c o n v e n i e n t l y made them o f the o p p o s i t e sex the 

above diagrams c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e , e s p e c i a l l y / i n diagram ( 9 ) , the 

i m p l i c a t i o n s o f what might be c a l l e d a s t r u c t u r e o f p r e f e r e n c e s 



2 9 7 

f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g the s i z e o f K a s i n i d o m e s t i c g r o u p s . I f we 

assume t h e r e were seldom more t h a n two" a d u l t g e n e r a t i o n s l i v i n g 

a t one time we can see t h a t diagram ( 9 ) , w h i c h numbers o n l y 1 2 

i n d i v i d u a l s , can o n l y be e n l a r g e d by a d d i n g u n m a r r i e d i n d i v i d u a l s 

t o the group. The most l i k e l y way t h i s c o u l d o c c u r i s t h a t t h e y 

be produced by t h e group members t h e m s e l v e s . Fo m a r r i e d c o u p l e 

c o u l d be i n t r o d u c e d i n t o the s e n i o r o r m e d i a l g e n e r a t i o n i n t h i s 

diagram w i t h o u t i n v o l v i n g a male s i b l i n g o r p a r a l l e l c o u s i n o f 

one o f the men a l r e a d y t h e r e . C o n sequently, i f t h e a d u l t male 

members o f t h i s group had any choice", t h e group, a s i d e from 

b i r t h o r a d o p t i o n , i s n e a r maximum s i z e a s o u t l i n e d and t h i s we 

suggest i s the main s o c i o l o g i c a l r e a s o n w h i c h l i m i t e d K a s i n i 

d o m e s t i c groups to r o u g h l y 15 i n d i v i d u a l s . 

The above c o m b i n a t i o n s i n v o l v e arrangements o f c a t e g o r i e s 

o f p e o p l e w h i c h emerge as a r e s u l t o f s i m u l t a n e o u s l y c o n s i d e r i n g 

the p r e f e r e n c e s o f b o t h males and f e m a l e s . They were not 

r e c o g n i z e d as p r e f e r r e d g r o u p - t y p e s by the K a s i n i and g e n e a l o g i c a l 

l i n k a g e s i n d i c a t e d were n o t a parameter o f such arrangements 

a l t h o u g h they d i d e x i s t q u i t e f r e q u e n t l y . I n a l l o f the movements 

and s h i f t s from one d o m e s t i c group t o a n o t h e r few r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

between a c t u a l p e o p l e seemed to have endured. P a r e n t s v/ere 

s e p a r a t e d from t h e i r c h i l d r e n as the l a t t e r matured, s i b l i n g s 

o f the same sex became s e p a r a t e d a f t e r m a r r i a g e , and s i b l i n g s 

o f o p p o s i t e sex o n l y o c c a s i o n a l l y l i v e d t o g e t h e r i n the same 

dom e s t i c group a f t e r t h e y v/ere m a r r i e d . R e g a r d l e s s of the i n t i m a c y 

o f p r i o r i n t e r a c t i o n b o t h r a d i c a l changes i n s o c i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

and m a t e r i a l n e c e s s i t y r e q u i r e d most p e o p l e t o s e p a r a t e . Once 
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s e p a r a t e d t h e y v/ould o f t e n g r a d u a l l y move i n t o a new ambience, 

s e p a r a t i o n v/ould become s u s t a i n e d and i n some cases permanent. 

Former i n t i m a t e s c o u l d t h u s e v e n t u a l l y end up b e i n g on t h e 

p e r i p h e r i e s o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e s o c i a l h o r i z o n s and t h e a p p l i c a 

t i o n o f "my p e o p l e " and " o t h e r p e o p l e " s h i f t e d t o accommodate 

such changes. I n a l l o f t h i s t h e r e seems t o have been o n l y one 

k i n d o f r e l a t i o n s h i p w h i c h endured the v i c i s s i t u d e s o f c i r c u m s t a n c 

and f u n c t i o n e d as a p e r d u r a b l e u n i t i n space — the m a r r i e d 

c o u p l e . 

A man and h i s w i f e ( o r w i v e s ) v/ere the o n l y c l a s s o f 

p e o p l e who remained i n c l o s e p r o x i m i t y / and who d i d not s e p a r a t e 

e i t h e r out o f m a t e r i a l n e c e s s i t y o r the k i n d s o f s o c i a l p r e s s u r e s 

we have d i s c u s s e d . I n s a y i n g t h i s we a r e s p e a k i n g o f e s t a b l i s h e d 

m a r r i a g e s t h a t had s u r v i v e d the i n i t i a l t r i a l p e r i o d and a l t h o u g h 

men were known to have abandoned t h e i r w i v e s a f t e r t h e y had 

produced a number o f c h i l d r e n t h i s v/as i n f r e q u e n t . We know o f 

o n l y t h r e e i n s t a n c e s i n w h i c h t h i s took p l a c e p r i o r t o 1945: one 

man, f o r r e a s o n s unknown, abandoned h i s w i f e and c h i l d r e n and 

l e f t K a s i n i t e r r i t o r y / e n t i r e l y , and the two o t h e r s i n t e r m i t t e n t l y / 

l e f t t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e w i v e s and r e t u r n e d t o them t h r o u g h o u t t h e i r 

m a r r i e d l i v e s . B u t , b r o a d l y s p e a k i n g , spouses l i v e d i n one 

d o m e s t i c group and the o p t i o n s f o r i n c l u s i o n o r e x c l u s i o n from 

o t h e r domestic groups were s h a r e d . I n time the d e s i g n a t i o n o f 

gg/e>g.r?a (i°y p e o p l e ) employed by the husband became i d e n t i c a l 

i n p r a c t i s e t o t h a t employed by t h e v / i f e . The c o u p l e c o n s t i t u t e d 

a s i n g l e u n i t and they were s i t u a t e d by each o t h e r and by o t h e r s 

i n , s o c i a l l y / s p e a k i n g , the same p l a c e . T h i s does not mean t h a t 
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s o c i a l h o r i z o n s o f b o t h were c o i n c i d e n t , f o r each brought t o the 

m a r r i a g e t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e o r i e n t a t i o n t o p r i o r a c q u a i n t a n c e s . 

However, i n p r a c t i c e t h e s e two o r i e n t a t i o n a l frameworks became 

one and what e v e n t u a l l y emerged v/as a s t r u c t u r e o f a c q u a i n t a n c e s h i p 

w h i c h v/as a c c e p t a b l e t o b o t h husband and w i f e . I n t h i s sense the 

m a r r i e d c o u p l e c o n s t i t u t e d the o n l y c o n c r e t e and e n d u r i n g e x p r e s 

s i o n o f a "nos" i n K a s i n i o r g a n i z a t i o n . I n domesti c arrangements 

i t was o n l y the m a r i t a l nos w h i c h remained i n t a c t . As " p r o v i d e r s " 

i n a domesti c group the m a r r i e d c o u p l e v/as v a r i o u s l y bounded by 

d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s o f i n d i v i d u a l s i n the a s c e n d i n g and d e s c e n d i n g 

g e n e r a t i o n s . Most f r e q u e n t l y t h e s e i n v o l v e d a p a r e n t o r p a r e n t s 

o r p a r a l l e l c o u s i n s o f the p a r e n t s o f the woman, but as v/e have 

seen t h e y c o u l d a l s o i n v o l v e t h e p a r e n t s o f t h e man. V i r t u a l l y 

a l ways the de s c e n d i n g g e n e r a t i o n i n v o l v e d c h i l d r e n i n the same 

moi e t y as the woman but t h e s e c o u l d be h e r own c h i l d r e n o r t h e 

c h i l d r e n o f any same sexed s i b l i n g o r p a r a l l e l c o u s i n o f e i t h e r 

t h e man o r the woman. As "dependents" t h e m a r r i e d cotiple a l s o 

remained i n t a c t and any " p r o v i d e r " who assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 

one i n p r a c t i c e assumed i t f o r b o t h . 
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CHAPTER IX 

SOCIAL DISTANCE, SPACE AND THE AMBIGUITY OF POWER 

The kejT- t o t h e p r a c t i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f a l l forms o f 

K a s i n i s o c i a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n r e s t s on t h e i n t e r d e p e n d e n t d u a l i t y 

o f the m a t e r i a l and t r a n s c e n d e n t a l . When c o n j o i n e d i n t h e i n d i v i 

d u a l t h e y were l o c a t e d , i n a s t a t i c sense, i n the b r a i n and the 

body, the f o r m e r b e i n g h i d d e n , e n c l o s e d , and known t o be amorphous, 

the l a t t e r b e i n g t a n g i b l e , o b s e r v a b l e and p o s s e s s i n g w e l l d e f i n e d 

p a r t s and a r e c o g n i z e a b l e form. I n a dynamic sense t h e s e 

d i m e n s i o n s were m a n i f e s t i n t hought and a c t i o n , and i t was a t 

t h i s l e v e l t h a t t h i s fundamental K a s i n i d u a l i t y was r e l a t e d t o 

s o c i a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . A c t i o n , o f c o u r s e , i s o b s e r v a b l e , and any 

framework of s u s t a i n e d i n t e r a c t i o n s u g g e s t s an o r i e n t a t i o n f r om 

w h i c h i n t e n t may be i n f e r r e d . From t h i s p o i n t o f v i e w an a l t e r -

ego i s , i n t h e o r y ( c f . S c h u l t z 1962:67-96), a t l e a s t p a r t l y u nder

s t o o d by v i r t u e o f Ego p r o j e c t i n g h i m s e l f i n t o t h e o b s e r v e d 

s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h A l t e r i s a c t i n g , and, from the b a s i s o f 

p r i o r e x p e r i e n c e , u n d e r s t a n d i n g • t h e a c t i v i t y by i n t e r p o l a t i n g 

the end r e s u l t and i m p u t i n g a f a m i l i a r s e t o f m o t i v e s to A l t e r . 

V/e have no doubt t h a t i n many i n s t a n c e s something l i k e t h i s 

p r o c e s s o f p r o j e c t i o n o c c u r s , 'but as the K a s i n i r e c o g n i z e d and 

as Goffman (eg. 195?) has so frequently?- made c l e a r t h i s p e r s p e c t i v e 

s u f f e r s f r om t h e s e r i o u s f l a w o f c o n s i d e r i n g a c t i o n s as i f t h e y 

v/ere - , more t h a n m e r e l y s u g g e s t i v e o f i n t e n t i o n s , m o t i v e s , and 

i n t e r e s t s . Only the most n a i v e do not make some a l l o w a n c e f o r 

t h e b l a c k - b o x o f a n o t h e r ' s mind and f o r the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t what 

i s s a i d and done may/ be a f r o n t o r c o n t r i v e d p r e s e n t a t i o n w h i c h 
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i s d e s i g n e d to m i s l e a d , and w h i c h c o n c e a l s much more about 

m o t i v e s , i n t e r e s t s and i n t e n t i o n s t h a n i t r e v e a l s . 

The p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t what i s s a i d and done may n o t 

r e f l e c t what i s meant and i n t e n d e d i s an endemic and perhaps 

s p e c i f i c a l l y human f e a t u r e o f communication ( c f . W a t s l a w i c k , 

1967:60-67,99-107), w h i c h a l l p e o p l e a r e e s p e c i a l l y s e n s i t i v e 

to i n s i t u a t i o n s i n v o l v i n g c o m p e t i t o r s and s t r a n g e r s . S c a r c i t y 

o f r e s o u r c e s , w h i c h i s a b a s i c p o s t u l a t e o f a l l c o m p e t i t i v e 

r e l a t i o n s , i m p l i e s that.somebody s t a n d s t o w i n a t a n o t h e r ' s 

expense. B e h a v i o r o f any k i n d i n such a s i t u a t i o n a l l o w s f o r 

t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f a o n e - s i d e d r a t h e r t h a n j o i n t p a y - o f f . The 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between s t r a n g e r s does n o t a l l o w f o r so narrow a 

d e s c r i p t i o n but i t s u f f e r s from the same i m p r e c i s i o n c o n c e r n i n g 

" e x p e c t a t i o n s . I n t h e f i r s t s i t u a t i o n t h e r e i s a b a c k l o g o f shared 

e x p e r i e n c e and a c t i v i t y w h i c h g i v e s an u n s e t t l e d q u a l i t y t o 

the o r d e r o f i n t e r a c t i o n . I n the second s i t u a t i o n i t i s p r e c i s e l y 

because t h e r e i s no b a c k l o g o f shared e x p e r i e n c e t h a t t h e o r d e r 

o f i n t e r a c t i o n i s u n s e t t l e d and p o o r l y d e f i n e d . And i n b o t h 

cases the q u e s t i o n "What i s t h e o t h e r f e l l o w r e a l l y up t o 9 " 

l u r k s b e h i n d t h e i r mutual c o g n i z a n c e o f what the o t h e r i s s a y i n g 

and d o i n g . W i t h any group o f p e o p l e such doubts can n e v e r be 

n u l l i f i e d . e n t i r e l y , but t h e y can be p a r t i a l l y r e s o l v e d i f a 

r e c i p r o c a l o r d e r o f n a r r o w l y d e f i n e d r e l a t i o n s i s shared, w h i c h 

i s n ot t h e case w i t h s t r a n g e r s , and m i n i m i z e d g r e a t l y i f t h e 

a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h a r e engaged i n do n o t in.some way p l a c e i n 

q u e s t i o n a p a r t i c u l a r o r d e r of r e l a t i o n s . I f t h i s o c c u r s the 

s i m p l e f a c t o f s u s t a i n i n g c o n t a c t can produce f o r the p a r t i c i p a n t s 

a c o n f i d e n t b e l i e f t h a t the appearance i s a l s o t h e r e a l i t y . 
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The f a c t t h a t the K a s i n i saw much o f t h e i r s o c i a l l i f e 

i n terms o f the above s o r t s o f i s s u e s i s r e f l e c t e d i n b o t h t h e 

v a r i e t y o f ways th e y r e p r e s e n t e d s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s and i n how t h e y . 

behaved i n c e r t a i n k i n d s o f s i t u a t i o n s . To d e v e l o p t h i s i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n a u s e f u l p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e i s the i d e a o f " K a s i n i man" 

even though i n no demonstrable sense i s t h i s a datum o r base

l i n e upon w h i c h e v e r y t h i n g e l s e i s b u i l t . 

We have s t a t e d t h a t "an i n d i v i d u a l a c h i e v e d c o n t a c t 

w i t h the t r a n s c e n d e n t a l i n d e p e n d e n t l y o f h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 

o t h e r s " . T h i s r e f e r r e d to the K a s i n i b e l i e f t h a t e v e r y i n d i v i d u a l 

had a c c e s s to r e s o u r c e s w h i c h were not d e r i v e d from n o r c o n s t r a i n e d 

by h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h o t h e r s . Through th e medium o f e v e r y 

i n d i v i d u a l had a q u i t e u n i q u e a c c e s s t o s p e c i f i c c l a s s e s o f a n i m a l -

p e o p l e who p r o v i d e d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t o cope w i t h t h e c o n t i n g e n c i e s 

o f the everyday m a t e r i a l w o r l d i n w h i c h he l i v e d . "Power", i n 

i t s b r o a d e s t sense, seems to have been u n d e r s t o o d as the c o n j u n c t i o n 

o f the m a t e r i a l and t r a n s c e n d e n t a l dimensions and v/as m a n i f e s t 

i n any s p e c i f i c i n s t a n c e o f an i n d i v i d u a l c o p i n g w i t h a p r o blem 

a t hand. Thus the i n d i v i d u a l v/as u n d e r s t o o d to be s i m u l t a n e o u s l y 

and n e c e s s a r i l y c o n s t i t u t e d by b o t h d i m e n s i o n s . However, because 

c o n t a c t w i t h t h e r e a l m o f v/as a p r i v a t e m a t t e r t h e c o n s t r a i n t s 

p l a c e d on an i n d i v i d u a l by a n i m a l - p e o p l e v/ere g e n e r a l l y unknown 

and t h i s posed something o f a problem. I f i t v/as t r u e on the one 

hand t h a t everyone r e q u i r e d c o n t a c t w i t h a n i m a l - p e o p l e i n o r d e r 

t o a c q u i r e power t h e r e was, on the o t h e r hand, no g u a r a n t e e t h a t 

t h i s p r i v a t e r e s o u r c e , w h i c h c o u l d be used f o r the p u b l i c b e n e f i t , 

v/ould i n f a c t be used t o t h i s end. I n o t h e r words power had a 
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p r o f o u n d l y ambiguous and amoral q u a l i t y ; f o r i t c o u l d be used 

e i t h e r to f u r t h e r the i n t e r e s t s and w e l f a r e o f o t h e r s o r e x e r c i s e d 

s o l e l y i n t h e advance o f i n d i v i d u a l i n t e r e s t s a t the expense o f 

o t h e r s . U n d e r s t a n d a b l y , w h i c h e v e r o f t h e s e a l t e r n a t i v e s was 

judged t o be more l i k e l y v/as a m a t t e r o f some concern t o a l l 

K a s i n i , and i t v/as d i r e c t l y r e f l e c t e d i n how they c a t e g o r i z e d 

t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p s v / i t h one a n o t h e r . 

The K a s i n i u t i l i z e d two main s t y l e s - o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i z a 

t i o n , w h i c h , i n . t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n , r e f l e c t e d r e l a t i v e degrees o f 

s o c i a l s t a b i l i t y and r e l i a b i l i t y o f e x p e c t a t i o n s . The f i r s t 

i n v o l v e d k i n terms, and, as we have a l r e a d y seen i n Chapter s i x , 

w i t h i n t h i s mode the K a s i n i r e c o g n i z e d degrees o f u n c e r t a i n t y 

r e g a r d i n g the power o f d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s o f kinsmen. Furthermore, 

a t t e n d a n t t o t h i s s e t o f c a t e g o r i e s t h e r e v/ere v a r i o u s r u l e s o f 

conduct w h i c h , i f o b s e r v e d , ensured t h a t t h o s e v / i t h i n f e r i o r 

power v/ere n o t i n j u r e d o r weakened by c o n t a c t o r p r o x i m i t y w i t h 

t h o s e o f s u p e r i o r power. A l l o f t h o s e whom Ego r e f e r r e d t o w i t h 

a k i n term v e r y r o u g h l y f e l l w i t h i n the more encompassing 

c a t e g o r y £s'^g.n.^ (my p e o p l e ) . The second s t y l e , w h i c h i s 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y l e s s e l a b o r a t e and r e f i n e d t h a n the f i r s t , i n v o l v e d 

t h e c a t e g o r i z a t i o n o f v a g u e l y d e f i n e d c l u s t e r s o f p e o p l e by 

r e f e r e n c e t o p l a c e names. I n f u t u r e we w i l l r e f e r to t h e s e as 

" o t h e r p e o p l e " names. In. t h e diagram below we s i t u a t e t h e s e two 

modes of c a t e g o r i e s , a l o n g v / i t h o t h e r s to be d i s c u s s e d , i n a 

c o n t i n u o u s s e r i e s emanating from Ego. T h i s g e n e r a l diagram 

c o n s t i t u t e s a g r a d a t i o n o f r e c o g n i z e d c l a s s e s o f p e o p l e whose 

power v/as judged t o be more o r l e s s dependable. 
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Table 9.1  

SOCIAL DISTANCE REFLECTED  

I N KASINI SOCIAL CATEGORIES 

Pe o p l e Bushmen 
r " ^ 

My P e o p l e . O t h e r P e o p l e 
—"^ ——* f——- ^ ~ N 

Own M o i e t y O p p o s i t e M o i e t y ( F r i e n d s ) ( S t r a n g e r s ) 
EGO->Females Males 

Body Mind Less p r e d i c t a b l e , o r d e r e d 
^ and s a f e — 

I n o r d e r t o a p p r e c i a t e the p r a g m a t i c i m p l i c a t i o n s o f the 

d i f f e r e n t opposed c a t e g o r i e s i n t h i s diagram i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o 

assume t h a t each p a i r o f c a t e g o r i e s r e f l e c t s , i n v a r i o u s ways, the 

opposed and fundamental p r o p e r t i e s o f a l l K a s i n i i n a s o c i a l m i l i e u , 

By d o i n g so we w i l l a l s o see t h a t the diagram above c o n s i s t s o f a 

taxonomic h i e r a r c h y o f homologous r e l a t i o n s w h i c h may be r e a d as 

a s e r i e s : body:mind;: female:male;:own moiety:opposite moiety;; 

my p e o p l e : o t h e r people;: people:bushmen. To a c h i e v e t h i s u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g , however, we must f i r s t b r i e f l y / r e v i e w and a l s o e l a b o r a t e 

on our knowledge of. K a s i n i man. 

An i n d i v i d u a l v/as born v / i t h a mind and a body. As a 

c h i l d h i s mind v/as a l a t e n t c a p a c i t y w h i c h had no independent 

c o n t a c t w i t h a n i m a l - p e o p l e . H i s a b i l i t y t o s u r v i v e v/as t h u s 

assumed t o be d i r e c t l y brought about by c o n t a c t v / i t h those who had 

power — most i m p o r t a n t l y t h i s i n v o l v e d h i s mother „aJ3_5£L__, who 

p r o v i d e d him w i t h p r o t e c t i o n and p h y s i c a l n u r t u r e n c e . As an 

a d o l e s c e n t he a c q u i r e d power o f h i s own by c o n t a c t i n g a n i m a l -

p e o p l e , and d u r i n g t h i s stage he p e r i o d i c a l l y went mad as he 

a t t e m p t e d t o a c h i e v e some c o n t r o l and b a l a n c e i n t h i s new . 
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r e l a t i o n s h i p . H i s madness was m a n i f e s t i n u n p r e d i c t a b l e , unorthodox, 

and sometimes v i o l e n t and f r i g h t e n i n g b e h a v i o r . There v/as some 

danger d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d t h a t he vrould d i e and t h a t h i s m e n t a l 

a c t i v i t y would d e s t r o y h i s m a t e r i a l form. I f he s u r v i v e d t h i s 

s t r u g g l e — as most d i d — he v/as r e i n t e g r a t e d a t once i n t o t h e 

o r d e r e d s e t o f s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s w h i c h had e x i s t e d p r i o r to h i s 

madness. There v/as, however, a s u b t l e d i f f e r e n c e , i n t h i s 

r e i n t e g r a t i o n ; f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l was no l o n g e r c o p i n g , as i t 

v/ere, by p r o x y , s i n c e he had a c h i e v e d p e r s o n a l and d i r e c t c o n t a c t 

w i t h a n i m a l - p e o p l e . T h i s gave him a new s o c i a l potency/ w h i c h 

v/ould become i n c r e a s i n g l y s i g n i f i c a n t as t ime p a s s e d . Whereas 

b e f o r e he had managed t o s u r v i v e by v i r t u e o f t h e u n q u e s t i o n a b l y 

s u p e r i o r power o f o t h e r s , he now f u n c t i o n e d as a s e l f - c o n t a i n e d 

m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f power. Even .so i t v/as r a t h e r u n e a s i l y / assumed 

t h a t t h i s power v/as somehow a l i g n e d w i t h o t h e r s i n h i s m a t r i l i n e . 

T h i s a l i g n m e n t was uneasy/ not because i t was'not t o some e x t e n t 

t r u e , but because i t c o u l d n o t be demonstrated t o be t r u e i n 

any f i n a l sense. I t v/as one t h i n g to t h i n k t h a t m o i e t y membership 

v/as i n d i c a t i v e o f a l i k e l i h o o d ; i t was q u i t e a n o t h e r to b e l i e v e 

t h a t a method o f l a b e l l i n g a p e r s o n was n e c e s s a r i l y / a r e f l e c t i o n 

o f an a c t u a l s t a t e o f a f f a i r s . A p e r s o n ' s power, a f t e r a l l , was 

n o t g i v e n t o him o r a s c r i b e d t o him a t b i r t h but r a t h e r a c h i e v e d 

i n a p r i v a t e s t r u g g l e i n w h i c h he v/as g i v e n no h e l p and where he 

made h i s own s e c r e t p a c t s and agreements w i t h a n i m a l - p e o p l e . 

The broad s o c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e o f the p r i v a t e n a t u r e o f an 

i n d i v i d u a l ' s mind i n the c o n t e x t o f power stems from what the 

K a s i n i b e l i e v e d the i n d i v i d u a l c a p a b l e o f d o i n g b o t h t o and f o r 
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o t h e r s . We have a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d some o f the b e n e f i t s t o he 

d e r i v e d f rom the power o f a n o t h e r p e r s o n . C u r i n g i l l n e s s , prophecy 

c o n t r o l l i n g the movements o f game, and p r o v i d i n g p r o t e c t i o n from 

the h a r m f u l i n t e n t o r n e g l i g e n t a c t i v i t y o f o t h e r s v/ere c i t e d as 

i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f power e x e r c i s e d i n the p u b l i c i n t e r e s t . I n 

th e s e v/e have c l e a r examples o f p o w e r f u l p e o p l e who v/ere a l s o 

b e l i e v e d t o be good ( _^\„__Ja..a l i t . good man; s i n c e the 1940's 

a l s o a K a s i n i t r a n s l a t i o n f o r C h r i s t and t h e C h r i s t i a n g o d ) . 

Hov/ever, i n c i t i n g t h e s e c a s e s , e s p e c i a l l y t he l a s t , something o f 

a q u e s t i o n remains; who o r what brought about the m i s f o r t u n e t h a t 

. r e q u i r e d such i n t e r v e n t i o n and p r o t e c t i v e measures i n the f i r s t 

p l a c e ? W i t h few e x c e p t i o n s the answer to t h i s q u e s t i o n i n v o l v e d a 

r e f e r e n c e t o e i t h e r g h o s t s o r p e o p l e . 

Ghosts, i t w i l l be remembered, were t h e dead who s t a y e d 

on e a r t h t o be r e b o r n o r t o r e d r e s s a wrong done t o them w h i l e 

s t i l l a l i v e . P e o p l e , as we have seen, f e l l i n t o any o f a graded 

and c o n t i n u o u s s e t o f c a t e g o r i e s emanating from Ego, and i t v/as 

i n terms o f how t h e y were c a t e g o r i s e d t h a t t hey were a l s o assumed 

t o be committed i n v a r y i n g degrees t o d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l and economic 

c o n c e r n s . I n a way we w i l l p r e s e n t l y m o d i f y t h i s continuum o f 

c a t e g o r i e s c o r r e s p o n d e d on t h e ground t o a s p a t i a l arrangement 
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The horizontal plane represents geographical space and 

more or les s coincident v/ith the s p a t i a l boundaries inhabited by 

those whom Ego recognized as "my people",, h'e also recognized 

something which he referred to as __£S'_Koo^ _ ( m y land) which 

could mean either the land where Ego grew up as a c h i l d or the 

land where he v/as currently l i v i n g . Within the l a t t e r v i r t u a l l y 

a l l people were referred to and addressed by k i n terms. The 

dif f e r e n t domestic groups that formed consisted of individuals 

v/ith whom Ego sustained i n t e r a c t i o n and. face to face contact 

I t was also within t h i s ambience that the incidence of something 

l i k e sorcery^ seems to have been most prevalent. This involved 

observable techniques such as casting s p e l l s and using potions 

and fetishes i n order to i n f l i c t misfortune on p a r t i c u l a r 

i n d i v i d u a l s or simply to influence t h e i r behavior i n some way 

to suit one's own i n t e r e s t s . For the most part i t i s clear that 

they did involve set procedures which could be learned from 

another, and that could be used f o r any reason whatever. Our 

1. What we have to say from t h i s point oh bears d i r e c t l y on what 
Helm (e.g.l968:118-125) and others have done i n attempting to 
c l a s s i f y s o c i o - t e r r i t o r i a l groupings among Mackenzie Athapaskans. 
These e f f o r t s conclude at approximately the stage indicated i n 
the above diagram. To our way of thinking t h i s i s but a 
point of departure. 

2. The customary anthropological d i s t i n c t i o n between'witchcraft 
and sorcery, which would seem to apply here, did not receive 
l i n g u i s t i c recognition by the Kasini — although i n the current 
vernacular the v/ord "witching" refers to many observable 
techniques v/hich could be used to influence the course of 
human a f f a i r s . In the Kasini culture both seem to have been 
thought of as a kind of a b i l i t y or power and — just as the 
mother's KurvCs was used to protect her children —'"either 
could r e s u l t i n benefits or misfortunes-for others. 
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e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e y were d i r e c t l y employed between p e o p l e 

who d i s a g r e e d w i t h one a n o t h e r , who were e n v i o u s o f one a n o t h e r , 

o r who found themselves i n d i r e c t c o m p e t i t i o n f o r the same 

r e s o u r c e s — a l l o f w h i c h i n v o l v e d some k i n d o f d i r e c t c o n t a c t . 

The use o f such t e c h n i q u e s i n v o l v e d a s p e c i f i c f o c u s 

o f some k i n d . Most f r e q u e n t l y t h i s i n v o l v e d a n o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l 

and a t the v e r y most a c l u s t e r o f p e o p l e i n c l o s e a s s o c i a t i o n . 

Care had t o be t a k e n , however, f o r i t was b e l i e v e d t h a t i f t h e 

p e r s o n i n i t i a t i n g such a c t i v i t y d i d not have s u p e r i o r power t o 

h i s i n t e n d e d v i c t i m ( s ) then t h e f u l l w e i g h t o f h i s s p e l l might 

t h e n f a l l on h i m s e l f . I n the event t h a t a p e r s o n d i d f a l l i l l , 

t h e n a shaman was b r o u g h t . i n t o diagnose t h e cause — w h i c h need 

n o t i n v o l v e s o r c e r y — and t o t r y t o e f f e c t a c u r e . 

Our i n f o r m a t i o n on t h i s a s p e c t o f K a s i n i s o c i a l l i f e 

i s n e g l i g i b l e . The a c t i v i t y o f i n t e n t i o n a l l y t r y i n g t o harm a 

kinsman v/as c o n s i d e r e d shameful, and no i n f o r m a n t e v e r a d m i t t e d 

to h a v i n g employed such methods a g a i n s t a n o t h e r . I n the h a l f 

dozen cases on w h i c h we do have some i n f o r m a t i o n , o n l y two i n v o l v e d 

v e r b a l t h r e a t s o f impending d i s a s t e r w h i c h passed between a g g r e s s o r 

and i n t e n d e d v i c t i m v i a a t h i r d p a r t y i n an attempt to f o r c e the 

one t o a c q u i e s c e t o t h e wis h e s o f the o t h e r . I n t h e f o u r o t h e r 

c a s e s , a l l i n v o l v i n g d e a t h s , i t was a m a t t e r o f s i n g l i n g out a 

l i k e l y p r o t a g o n i s t - c a u s e a f t e r t h e deaths had o c c u r r e d . T h i s , 

f o r t he i n f o r m a n t , i n v o l v e d c o n s i d e r a b l e f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h t h e 

v i c t i m and an a b i l i t y t o a s s e s s the r e l a t i v e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e 

ev e n t s i n h i s p a s t w h i c h might suggest one p e r s o n o v e r a n o t h e r as 

the cause. Such assessment, however, was n o t beyond q u e s t i o n , 
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and i n one o f t h e s e cases two i n f o r m a n t s s i n g l e d out q u i t e 

d i f f e r e n t c a u ses; one, a g h o s t , the o t h e r , a l i v i n g p e r s o n . 

We do not f e e l f r e e t o go i n t o t h i s m a t t e r i n much 

g r e a t e r d e t a i l . W i t h one e x c e p t i o n the cases we know o f a l l 

i n v o l v e p e o p l e who a r e s t i l l a l i v e . To i s o l a t e f o r a n a l y s i s t h e i r 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s v/ould n e c e s s a r i l y i n v o l v e an 

e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e i n f o r m a n t ' s p o s i t i o n v i s - a - v i s the accused 

and t h e v i c t i m . I n a p o p u l a t i o n as s m a l l as t h e K a s i n i we do n o t 

f e e l we c o u l d p r e s e n t t h i s m a t e r i a l i n a. s u f f i c i e n t l y anonymous 

manner so t h a t i t would p r o t e c t b o t h the f e e l i n g s and the 

c o n f i d e n c e s o f those i n v o l v e d . C o n s e q u e n t l y , we w i l l r e s t r i c t 

o u r s e l v e s t o a summation o f the a g g r e s s o r - v i c t i m r e l a t i o n s i n 

terms o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s ; t h r e e involved„.l<vv.cVl(X_j[B+-) -

1 5 i L \ _ o L L ( X _ ( B - ) , one i n v o l v e d J&Ackc>Jk_(Z+) - ._£.£jdp&a_( Z-), one 

i n v o l v e d one i n v o l v e d 

'-.O-SO^JeL . ( f r i e n d ) -__O.SA"^3 . ( f r i e n d ) . As s c a n t y as t h e s e a r e 

s t a t i s t i c a l l y , t h e y do i n d i c a t e a b i a s towards s o c i a l s t r a i n between 

B-+- and B-; t h i s we have examined c l o s e l y i n the p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r . 

We have no way o f knowing how e x t e n s i v e l y employed were 

t h e above k i n d s o f p r a c t i s e s and, because t h e y c o u l d be s e c r e t l y 

engaged i n and were c o n s i d e r e d s h ameful, n e i t h e r , s h o u l d we assume, 

does, any one e l s e . However, as i n so many o t h e r c u l t u r e s i t v/as 

no t so much t h e i r p r a c t i s e t h a t was an i m p o r t a n t i n f l u e n c e on 

s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s but r a t h e r t h e w i d e l y h e l d b e l i e f t h a t such 

knowledge e x i s t e d and c o u l d be put t o u s e . I t i s o u r o p i n i o n 

t h a t t h i s b e l i e f as much as any/thing e l s e encouraged t h e K a s i n i 

t o a v o i d , i f p o s s i b l e , any d i r e c t c o n f r o n t a t i o n . They would r a t h e r 
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n o t say a n y t h i n g than say "no" t o a p r o p o s a l o r r e q u e s t , and t h e y 

w ould r a t h e r s e p a r a t e and go t h e i r own way r a t h e r t h a n argue and 

f i g h t w i t h each o t h e r . To do o t h e r w i s e would p l a c e two p a r t i e s 

i n d i r e c t disagreement and t h i s c o u l d l e a d t o pe o p l e becoming 

n<x\CKS0\~^ (had f r i e n d s ) * W i t h t h e added i m p l i c a t i o n t h a t p e o p l e 

who f e l t t h i s way about each o t h e r v/ere the most l i k e l y t o t r y 

and harm each o t h e r t h r o u g h sorcery,'-, any open disagreement v/as 

p o t e n t i a l l y a s e r i o u s m a t t e r . C o n sequently, a p e r s o n who proposed 

something t h a t v/as g e n e r a l l y thought to be q u e s t i o n a b l e , unwise 

o r u n s u i t a b l e was not a p p a r e n t l y r e c e i v e d w i t h a s t r a i g h t out 

v e r b a l n e g a t i o n — i f a n y t h i n g h i s p r o p o s a l v/as r e c e i v e d w i t h 

s i l e n c e . 

As an answer s i l e n c e has some o b v i o u s s t r a t e g i c advantages; 

f o r i t i s o n l y under e x c e p t i o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t i t does n o t 

communicate a number o f t h i n g s s i m u l t a n e o u s l y . No doubt, the 

K a s i n i o f t e n i n t e n d e d t h i s a l t h o u g h t o the e x t e n t t h a t i t v/as a 

s t y l e o f communicating many must have a l s o engaged i n i t as much 

out o f h a b i t as out o f any c o n s c i o u s f e a r o f p o s s i b l e r e t a l i a t i o n . 

A p a r t from the u n l i k e l y i n t e r p r e t a t i o n "nobody h e a r d me" a response 

o f s i l e n c e c l e a r l y l e a v e s a p r o p o s a l up i n t h e a i r , and the p e r s o n 

who made i t i s n e v e r c e r t a i n whether i t i s b e i n g m u l l e d o v e r , 

whether some agree but do not want t o commit the m s e l v e s j u s t y e t , 

whether some a r e w a i t i n g to hear a l l s u g g e s t i o n s b e f o r e t h e y 

v o i c e an o p i n i o n , o r whether some a c t u a l l y d i s a g r e e . The one 

t h i n g t h a t i s not communicated i s who might a c t u a l l y d i s p u t e t h e 

p r o p o s a l . Prom o u r own e x p e r i e n c e i n p r e s e n t day K a s i n i domestic 

groups, the advantages o f a p r o p o s a l f o r c o l l e c t i v e a c t i o n i s 
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o n l y v e r y i n f r e q u e n t l y argued by t h e p e r s o n who makes i t . I f i t 

f i n d s a p p r o v a l o t h e r s w i l l p o i n t out the advantages and i t s 

v a r i o u s m e r i t s . The p e r s o n who i n i t i a t e s t h e i d e a i s f r e q u e n t l y 

l e f t out o f t h e c o n v e r s a t i o n a l t o g e t h e r . I f t h e p r o p o s a l seems 

h i g h l y q u e s t i o n a b l e t o b e g i n w i t h p e o p l e w i l l s i m p l y l o w e r t h e i r 

eyes, s t a r e i n t o the d i s t a n c e , o r busy t h e m s e l v e s w i t h something. 

I n E n g l i s h , we have many ways o f c l a s s i f y i n g a s o c i a l 

s i l e n c e , and the phenomenon i t s e l f p o s s e s s e s a m u l t i p l e semantic 

q u a l i t y ( s t o n e y , embarrassed, e e r i e , t h o u g h t f u l , e t c . ) . As a 

communicative a c t i t i s , by i t s n o n - v e r b a l n a t u r e , h i g h l y ambiguous. 

I t i s n o t because i t l a c k s meaning but because i t p o s s e s s e s so 

much t h a t i t l e n d s i t s e l f so w e l l t o t h e k i n d o f s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n 

we have been d e s c r i b i n g . When a p e r s o n p r e s e n t s an i d e a t o a 

group i t i s o n l y i n v e r y s p e c i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t he may c o n c l u d e 

t h a t the s i l e n c e o f one i s the s i l e n c e of a l l . 

To a v o i d d i r e c t c o n f r o n t a t i o n by i n v o k i n g a m b i g u i t y 

seems t h e r e f o r e t o have f u n c t i o n e d t o l e s s e n o r a t l e a s t b u f f e r 

the development o f s t r a i n e d r e l a t i o n s , but i t c o u l d , f o r the 

K a s i n i , n e v e r e n t i r e l y n u l l i f y such developments. Over t i m e , 

assuming the p r o p o s a l s o f some were n e v e r a c t e d upon, such 

i n d i v i d u a l s might come t o f e e l t h e y were not n e a r the s o c i a l 

c e n t e r o f t h i n g s and t h a t o t h e r s c o n s t a n t l y m a i n t a i n e d th e 

i n i t i a t i v e i n g u i d i n g t h e course o f t h e i r b e h a v i o r and o f camp 

l i f e g e n e r a l l y . I f they f e l t t h a t such p e r i p h e r a l p o s i t i o n i n g 

was u nwarranted o r , more i m p o r t a n t , t h a t i t i m p l i e d a weakened 

r e l a t i o n s h i p betv/een themselves and c e r t a i n s u b o r d i n a t e s , t h e n 

t h e y might d e c i d e to move, and K a s i n i camps d i d break-up t o 
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form s p a t i a l l y s e p a r a t e d d o m e s t i c groups f o r t h i s r e a s o n . I n 

some ways, however, s p a t i a l s e p a r a t i o n c o n t a i n e d as a message, 

some o f the s t r a t e g i c a m b i g u i t y i n h e r e n t t o s i l e n c e ; f o r a l t h o u g h 

the s p l i t t i n g o f a camp c o u l d mean i t s co-members had become 

"bad f r i e n d s " i t c o u l d a l s o mean t h a t t h e r e were sound m a t e r i a l 

r e a s o n s f o r t h i s b e h a v i o r . A l l e g e d l y , a l l imminent s e p a r a t i o n s 

o f p e o p l e were d i s c u s s e d as a p r a c t i c a l economic m a t t e r , and we 

have no e v i d e n c e t o suggest t h a t p e o p l e ever went t h e i r s e p a r a t e 

ways by p u b l i c l y / m e n t i o n i n g d i s c o n t e n t w i t h each o t h e r s ' company. 

I f o u r own l a t t e r day e x p e r i e n c e w i t h K a s i n i d o m e s t i c groups a r e 

any i n d i c a t i o n , such d i s c o n t e n t v/as e x p r e s s e d o n l y a f t e r a 

s e p a r a t i o n had been made. A t o t h e r t i m e s m a t e r i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 

d i d become paramount, n o t as a r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n but as an e x i g e n t -

f a c t w h i c h had t o be accommodated, and o f t e n t r u e d i s a p p o i n t m e n t 

a t t e n d e d t h e n e c e s s a r y s e p a r a t i o n t h a t ensued. But even i f the 

r e a l r e a s o n f o r s e p a r a t i o n was t a c t f u l l y r a t i o n a l i z e d i n terms 

o f m a t e r i a l n e c e s s i t y , the r e s u l t i n the l o n g r u n , assuming t h e 

p a r t i e s remained s e p a r a t e , c o u l d be r o u g h l y the same as i f they 

had p a r t e d "bad f r i e n d s " . T h i s was the r e s u l t o f two t h i n g s : 

( l ) p e o p l e i n d i f f e r e n t d omestic groups were t o some e x t e n t economic 

r i v a l s , and (2) the K a s i n i r e c o g n i z e d a crude c o r r e l a t i o n between 

power a l i g n m e n t , f r e q u e n c y o f i n t e r a c t i o n , and s p a t i a l p r o x i m i t y . 

I n Chapter s i x we mentioned t h a t t h e K a s i n i b e l i e v e d 

t h a t a n i m a l - p e o p l e were a b l e i n some way to l o o k t o t h e i n t e r e s t s 

o f those who were i n c o n t a c t w i t h them even when the i n d i v i d u a l s 

t h e m s e l v e s might n o t be c o n s c i o u s o f where t h e i r b e s t i n t e r e s t s 

m ight l i e . These i n t e r e s t s were p r i m a r i l y , but n o t e x c l u s i v e l y , , 

e x p l o i t a t i v e i n n a t u r e . F o r o t h e r s o u t s i d e o f an a r e a , and hence 
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n o t i n s u s t a i n e d c o n t a c t w i t h t h o s e w i t h i n , the v e r y f a c t t h a t 

the a r e a ' s r e s i d e n t s were engaged i n s u c c e s s f u l e x p l o i t a t i o n was 

ev i d e n c e t h a t t h e power o f some among them was s u f f i c i e n t l y s t r o n g 

to cope w i t h a l l the c o n t i n g e n c i e s the a r e a had t o o f f e r . I n 

o t h e r words t h e r e e x i s t e d t a n g i b l e e v i d e n c e t h a t the members 

w i t h i n had a w o r k a b l e , o r d e r e d and harmonious r e l a t i o n s h i p , i n 

th e r e a l m o f di. t o t h e t h i n g s ( i . e . a n i m a l s , g h o s t s , e t c . ) 

t h a t i n h a b i t e d the a r e a i n w h i c h t h e y l i v e d . F u r t h e r m o r e , 

because p e o p l e i n d i f f e r e n t a r e a s v/ere committed t o t h e c u r r e n t 

demands o f the domestic group o f w h i c h t h e y were a p a r t , t h e r e 

was n e c e s s a r i l y some doubt as t o whether o r t o what e x t e n t t h e y 

v/ould be w i l l i n g to e x e r c i s e t h e i r powers i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h 

o r on b e h a l f o f those whom th e y v/ere n o t current!;/ i n c o n t a c t . 

I f f o r v a r i o u s r e a s o n s a- do m e s t i c group found i t n e c e s s a r y t o 

move i n t o a new a r e a , such c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n f l u e n c e d t h e i r 

assessment o f v/here and how f a r t h e y might go. To t h e e x t e n t 

t h a t no major move v/as r e q u i r e d , t h e r e v/as u s u a l l y no problem 

f o r a l l *': domestic groups i n _ o h e - v i c i n i t y had o c c a s i o n a l 

commensal r e l a t i o n s h i p s . Beyond t h i s a s s o c i a t i o n o f a c q u a i n t a n c e s 

t h e r e v/ere o t h e r s w i t h whom t h e y had o n l y i n t e r m i t t e n t c o n t a c t 

a t most and whom t h e y c a t e g o r i z e d by r e f e r e n c e t o p l a c e names. 

These o t h e r p e o p l e ( i . e . t h o s e n o t r e f e r r e d t o by k i n terms) 

were c l e a r l y committed t o t h e w e l f a r e o f a q u i t e d i f f e r e n t 

a s s o c i a t i o n o f p e o p l e . I f , when they were moving i n t o t he r e g i o n 

i n w h i c h t h e s e o t h e r s l i v e d , t h e r e o c c u r r e d any s u s t a i n e d l a c k 

o f s u c c e s s i n the hunt, any i l l n e s s o r any damage t o equipment, 

and the l i k e , i t v/as a u t o m a t i c a l l y c o n s t r u e d as a s i g n t h a t t h e 
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power o f t h e s e o t h e r s was somehow b e i n g used, to p r o t e c t t h e i r 

i n t e r e s t s by d i s c o u r a g i n g t h e i n t r u s i o n o f newcomers. T h i s i n 

no way v/as thought t o be a m a t t e r o f c o n s c i o u s i n t e n t on t h e p a r t 

o f t he e x t a n t r e s i d e n t s , who i n any case might n o t even s u s p e c t 

t h a t p e o p l e v/ere moving i n t o the a r e a i n w h i c h they were l i v i n g ; 

i t was thought o f r a t h e r v a g u e l y as t h e p r o t e c t i v e penumbra o f 

t h e i r power over the l a n d i n w h i c h t h e y l i v e d . T h i s c o u l d o n l y 

be overcome by the newcomers i f t h e y p o s s e s s e d e q u a l o r s u p e r i o r 

power o f t h e i r own w i t h w h i c h t o ward of. any i l l e f f e c t s . 

We can see from the above t h a t , a l t h o u g h the a c t o f 

s e p a r a t i o n d i d n o t n e c e s s a r i l y e n t a i l bad f e e l i n g s and i l l w i l l 

between p e o p l e , s p a t i a l s e p a r a t i o n i t s e l f and t h e d e c r e a s e d 

i n t e r a c t i o n i t i n v o l v e d d i d c o n t a i n a s i g n i f i c a n t and m a i n l y 

p e j o r a t i v e c o n n o t a t i o n . I t was p e j o r a t i v e i n t h e sense t h a t i t 

i m p l i e d a d i m i n i s h e d c o n f i d e n c e i n e x p e c t a t i o n s and hence a 

d i m i n i s h e d sense o f o r d e r l i n e s s i n i n t e r a c t i o n . V/hen i t came r i g h t 

down to i t , t h e y s i m p l y d i d n o t know what t o expect from o t h e r s 

w i t h whom th e y i n t e r a c t e d r a r e l y o r n o t a t a l l and, not knowing, 

the K a s i n i , r a t h e r t h a n l e a v i n g t h e i r a p p r e c i a t i o n o f a n o t h e r i n 

abeyance, p r e j u d g e d the s i t u a t i o n b y . e x p e c t i n g t h e w o r s t . They 

had, as we have seen, good r e a s o n f o r d o i n g so on the most 

fundamental grounds. 

I n t e r n a l coherence — t h a t i s to say t h e b a l a n c e d 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between mind and body — was something w h i c h K a s i n i 

d e v e l o p e d and a c h i e v e d . Somehow, p r i v a t e l y , t h i s o c c u r r e d , but 

not w i t h o u t a s t r u g g l e and not w i t h o u t i n v o l v i n g c o n s i d e r a b l e 

danger t o h i m s e l f and t o o t h e r s ; f o r t h i s r e a s o n an i n d i v i d u a l 
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v/ould always remain p a r t l y u n c l a s s i f i a b l e to his associates. On 

the one hand, by virtue of the a r t i c u l a t e and recognizable form 

of his body, he could be categorized.as a person(lc)...(L_l_!); on the 

other, there v/as his mind, a non-empirical and inherently 

enigmatic e n t i t y . When he began to acquire power the i n d i v i d u a l 

did and said things that nobody could anticipate or channel, 

he v/as considered temporarily mad vy\^j^bjXc^b.{\ilXi a n d n i s "behavior 

v/as disorderly and f o r t h i s very reason frightening. Because 

of t h i s h i s power, that i s his e f f e c t i v e c a p a b i l i t i e s , possessed 

an undetermined and i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c quality, and the question of 

his s o c i a l allegiance and how th i s power might be aligned was, 

therefore, always i n some doubt. I t v/as also a-matter of c r u c i a l 

s o c i a l importance. 

The extent to which another v/as categorized more, or le s s 

p r e c i s e l y than_Â yr_v.«5._was contingent on v/hat assumptions could be 

reasonably made concerning his power and how i t might be used. 

On the more intimate and r e l i a b l e side there was the general 

categoryXS__c).£0^ (my people) which referred to a l l those with 

whom Ego sustained i n t e r a c t i o n and who thus l i v e d i n the same 

general area. I t encompassed those who v/ere customarily referred 

to and addressed by k i n terms. As we have already seen i n 

Chapter seven, k i n terms, which constituted the majority of 

Kasini s o c i a l categories, were directly'- related to r e l a t i v e 

degrees of power and power alignment. Within t h i s framework an 

ind i v i d u a l v/as assumed to be most intimately/ related, both i n 

body and mind, to his mother ft.H.g with whom, at one time, 

he had been phy s i c a l l y united. Less d i r e c t l y , but at times just 

as intimately t h i s relationship also included h i s mother's mother 
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J § W c O t h e r s i n the same mo i e t y as h i m s e l f were n o t assumed 

t o be so i n t i m a t e l y r e l a t e d a l t h o u g h , as e v i d e n c e d by t h e 

u n i l i n e a l i n h e r i t a n c e o f power, t h e i r power was n o t i n t r i n s i c a l l y 

dangerous t o Ego. By c o n t r a s t , i f c e r t a i n p r e c a u t i o n s were n o t 

t a k e n , t h e power o f t h o s e i n t h e o p p o s i t e m o i e t y c o u l d be e x t r e m e l y 

dangerous and even l e t h a l . 

The i n t e r n a l s t r u c t u r e and f a c e t o f a c e c o n t a c t a s s o c i a t e d 

v / i t h t h o s e c a t e g o r i z e d as "my p e o p l e " v/as i n d i r e c t c o n t r a s t to 

" o t h e r p e o p l e " who v/ere c a t e g o r i z e d by r e f e r e n c e to p l a c e names. 

C a t e g o r i e s such as„*tu CCfe d<2jrfo.(big w a t e r people).peL 'L.Ufc^_c)e,nJ3 

( P e l l y l a k e p e o p l e ) , e t c . , r e f e r r e d to vaguely/ c i r c u m s c r i b e d and 

i n t e r n a l l y u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d a g g r e g a t e s o f p e o p l e . Some o f t h e s e 

p e o p l e Ego might have met o c c a s i o n a l l y a t a t r a p p i n g p o s t , and 

some he v/ould o n l y have h e a r d o f from o t h e r s . The d i f f e r e n c e 

between "my p e o p l e " and " o t h e r p e o p l e " i s t h a t the f o r m e r was 

i n t e r n a l l y s t r u c t u r e d and i m p l i e d f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t w i t h s p e c i f i c 

i n d i v i d u a l s , whereas th e l a t t e r v/as i n t e r n a l l y amorphous and 

r e f e r r e d t o anybody who l i v e d i n a g e n e r a l and r a t h e r v a g u e l y 

c i r c u m s c r i b e d r e g i o n Ego d i d not i n h a b i t a t t h e t i m e . These 

" o t h e r s " v/ere n e v e r t h e l e s s " p e o p l e " i n t h a t something was known 

about them on e i t h e r a f i r s t o r second hand b a s i s . I n o t h e r 

words, a t some time e i t h e r Ego h i m s e l f o r somebody he r e f e r r e d 

t o as a kinsman had seen and i n t e r a c t e d , however b r i e f l y , - w i t h 

t h e s e o t h e r s and t h i s s u p e r f i c i a l but e m p i r i c a l knowledge o f them 

v/as s u f f i c i e n t r e a s o n t o i n c l u d e them w i t h i n the g e n e r a l c a t e g o r y 

" p e o p l e " . T h i s c a t e g o r i z a t i o n o f o t h e r s as " p e o p l e " c l e a r l y 

i m p l i e d a r e c o g n i t i o n o f s i m i l a r i t y , but t h i s d i d n o t i n i t s e l f 

a l l o w f o r the c o n c l u s i o n t h a t r e l a t i o n s would be n e c e s s a r i l y 
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c o n g e n i a l o r c o - o p e r a t i v e . Indeed, f o r Sgo t o r e f e r t o an 

a g g r e g a t e o f peo p l e w i t h a n y t h i n g l e s s i n t i m a t e t h a n _ ^ 6 l ^ ^ r v ^ _ _ , 

i t meant t h a t he assumed out o f hand t h a t , j u s t as he and h i s 

a s s o c i a t e s were not p a r t i c u l a r l y concerned v / i t h t h e i r b e s t i n t e r e s t s , 

t h e y v/ould n o t be g r e a t l y concerned w i t h h i s . I n t h i s sense the 

category/ " o t h e r p e o p l e " was c l e a r l y u n d e r s t o o d as an " a l t e r ! n os". 

Beyond the r e a l m o f anybody who c o u l d be c a t e g o r i z e d 

as a "p e r s o n " v/ere t h e "bushmen" . T h i s term, v/hich i s v/idespread 

i n the E n g l i s h v e r n a c u l a r o f many n o r t h e r n Athapaskans, i s , f o r 

t h e K a s i n i , a s u b s t i t u t e word f o r no.' Komi.. w h i c h can be more 

a c c u r a t e l y t r a n s l a t e d as "bad, mean, and s t r a n g e t h i n g " . From 

the e m p i r i c a l p o i n t o f v i e w , many d i v e r s e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s v/ere 

a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e Q o ^ v a t i i ^ a n d i t i s because o f i t s u n c e r t a i n 

s t a t u s as a s u b s t a n t i v e e n t i t y t h a t v/e have some c l u e as t o i t s 

a f f e c t i v e s i g n i f i c a n c e as a s o c i a l c a t e g o r y . The_ttk'_V<v(X.£\L.jwas 

v a r i o u s l y t hought t o be g i a n t s i z e d o r v e r y t i n y , t o p o s s e s s 

human form and h a b i t s , o r t o be. c o v e r e d w i t h h a i r , t o make s t r a n g e 

n o i s e s and to eat raw meat, to d e s i r e K a s i n i c h i l d r e n I n o r d e r 

t o r a i s e them as t h e i r own, o r t o d e s i r e c h i l d r e n i n o r d e r t o 

eat them as f o o d . I t c o u l d a l s o be c a p r i c i o u s l y m a l i c i o u s , and 

when p e o p l e were away from t h e i r camps i t would w h i s t l e t o them 

o r c a l l them i n a f a m i l i a r v o i c e i n an a t t e m p t t o g e t them l o s t . 

These d i f f e r e n t and o c c a s i o n a l l y c o n t r a d i c t o r y p r o p e r t i e s c o n s t i t u t e 

an amalgam v/hich does n o t cohere t o g i v e a c l e a r and u n e q u i v o c a l 

d e f i n i t i o n o f a r e v e r s e p i c t u r e o f the K a s i n i . Some i n v e r s i o n s 

e x i s t , to be s u r e , and f o r c e r t a i n K a s i n i we spoke t o on t h i s 

m a t t e r , na' Wxm seems t o have been thought o f as something 
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w h i c h was "not u s " . I t thus c l e a r l y c o n s t i t u t e s a d e f i n i t i o n o f 

the s o c i a l residuum. F o r the s e i n d i v i d u a l s the g e o g r a p h i c a l , 

placement o f t h i s s t r a n g e b e i n g was beyond t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f a l l 

t h o s e t h e y r e c o g n i z e d ̂ r were p r e p a r e d to r e c o g n i z e . a s " p e o p l e " , 

and c o n s e q u e n t l y , as t h e i r knowledge o f o t h e r s i n c r e a s e d d u r i n g 

t h e f u r t r a d e , t h e i r g e o g r a p h i c a l placement o f t h i s u n p l e a s a n t 

t h i n g r e c e d e d . Today, i n answer to t h e q u e s t i o n "Where a r e t h e 

ft&L&QOCLLjLl' v/e have been v a r i o u s l y answered w i t h a "don't know" 

o r "maybe what you c a l l Cree p e o p l e " . To t h o s e who answered i n 

t h i s way i t seems t h a t the b o u n d a r i e s o f t h e s o c i a l r e s i d u u m 

have been pushed o ut t o the l i m i t s o f a l l the named groups o f 

wh i c h t h e y have e v e r h e a r d anyone speak. There v/as, however, 

a n o t h e r meaning to.n tx ! K ( X t l l whioh d i d not have any p a r t i c u l a r 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h space, and r e g a r d l e s s o f whether o r n o t t h e y 

u n d e r s t o o d the word i n t h e former sense a l l p e o p l e v/e spoke t o on 

t h i s m a t t e r a p p r e c i a t e d i t as r e f e r r i n g t o something w h i c h was 

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y b o t h "mad" and "bad". There v/as, i n s o f a r as t h e 

K a s i n i knew, no r e a s o n f o r the r \ 0 . V<o>nk_^° 1°e m a l i c i o u s o r t o 

h a r b o u r i l l w i l l towards them. N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e y were so i n c l i n e d , 

and i n b e i n g so, o r r a t h e r i n t h e a l l e g a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r 

c a p a b i l i t i e s t o t h i s end, t h e y emerged as something w h i c h v/as 

p e r v e r s e , p e r v e r t e d and c a p r i c i o u s . I n o t h e r words the no*.' K c m L 

v/as n o t h i n g l e s s t h a n i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e and as such c o n s t i t u t e d 

a t l e a s t a p a r t i a l d e f i n i t i o n o f the K a s i n i i n t e l l e c t u a l r e s i d uum. 

What v/as t h e i r appearance? — i t . was u n c l e a r . What v/ere t h e i r 

m o t i v e s ? — t h e s e were u n c e r t a i n . What were t h e i r h a b i t s ? — 

th e s e v/ere o f t e n l oathsome. What were t h e i r methods? — t h e s e 

v/ere i n v a r i a b l y c u n n i n g and f u l l o f t r i c k e r y / . From t h i s p o i n t 
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o f v i e w thejacV.K.CvriL_j^ere t h e converse o f e v e r y t h i n g the K a s i n i 

c o n s i d e r e d n e c e s s a r y f o r a b a l a n c e d , w e l l o r d e r e d and harmonious 

s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p : they v/ere, i n e f f e c t , the K a s i n i i d e a o f 

s o c i a l chaos. 

These v a r i o u s c a t e g o r i e s and c l a s s e s o f c a t e g o r i e s t h a t 

we have c o n s i d e r e d r e f l e c t , r e l a t i v e t o each o t h e r , a s i m i l a r i t y 

o f r e l a t i o n s h i p . On t h e one extreme we have t h e i n d i v i d u a l AcLOJa.» 

who, as an e m p i r i c a l e n t i t y l o c a l i z e d i n space, p o s s e s s e d a 

f a m i l i a r b o d i l y form and compreh e n s i b l e needs and i n t e r e s t s . On 

th e o t h e r extreme we haye rvx'K&nI whose whereabouts, i n t e r e s t s 

and p h y s i c a l form were a l l a m a t t e r o f v a r i e d and c o n t r a d i c t o r y 

o p i n i o n . We can t h i n k o f t h e s e two c a t e g o r i e s b e i n g opposed i n 

many ways and i t v/ould be w e l l t o c o n s i d e r a. few o f th e s e b e f o r e 

s e l e c t i n g any o f them. A p e r s o n v/as a t a n g i b l e , e m p i r i c a l e n t i t y 

who v/as c o n s t i t u t e d by a p a r t i c u l a r arrangement o f p a r t s , e.g., 

arms, l e g s , head, e t c . On t h e l e v e l o f o b s e r v a t i o n t h i s c l e a r l y 

d e f i n e d and f a m i l i a r h e t e r o g e n e i t y r e f l e c t e d a c o h e r e n t o r d e r 

o f r e l a t i o n s h i p t h a t v/as common t o a l l . But t o r e c o g n i z e a n o t h e r 

as b e i n g a ^ t n a was t o c l a s s i f y him, and t h i s , f o r t h e K a s i n i , 

i n v o l v e d g o i n g beyond t h e e x t e r n a l form, v/hich v/as t h e r e f o r 

anyone to see, and assuming knowledge about h i s i n t e r n a l n a t u r e : 

h i s i n t e r e s t s , h i s m o t i v e s , h i s needs and h i s g e n e r a l c a p a b i l i t i e s 

o r powers. B y c o n t r a s t , e x p e r i e n c e v / i t h _flal KcxrW- was, i f n o t 

n o n - e m p i r i c a l , a t l e a s t o b l i q u e and v i c a r i o u s . Prom the s t o r i e s 

t o l d about t h i s c r e a t u r e , even h i s p h y s i c a l appearance v/as u n c l e a r , 

and a l t h o u g h some t e n t a t i v e l y s uggested t h a t he c o u l d change h i s 

appearance a t w i l l , o t h e r s v/ere n o t so sure t h a t he p o s s e s s e d 
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t h i s c a p a c i t y . Simply from th e e m p i r i c a l v i e w p o i n t , t h e r e f o r e , 

-GO^&O-i- w a s p h y s i c a l l y / i m p r e c i s e and i n d e f i n i t e . As a sub

s t a n t i v e e n t i t y what t h e n were the K a s i n i to judge about t h i s 

t h i n g w h i c h c o r r e s p o n d e d t o so much i n g e n e r a l and y e t to n o t h i n g 

i n p a r t i c u l a r ? I n b e i n g u n d e c i d e d about i t s e x t e r n a l appearance 

what a s s u m p t i o n c o u l d be made about i t s i n t e r n a l n a t u r e ? The 

o v e r a l l i m p r e s s i o n g i v e n i n K a s i n i a c c o u n t s was t h a t o f the 

u n e x p e c t e d and u n r e l i a b l e ; f o r ryci VQxrtt d i d n o t seem t o p o s s e s s 

t h e same i n t e r e s t s and needs as c)<tn3 , and h i s a c t i o n s v/ere 

o f t e n q u i t e u n a c c o u n t a b l e i n t h e i r t e r m s . ^ 

We have i n t r o d u c e d a number o f opposed terms i n t h e above 

comparison, and i t seems t h a t i n t h e i r d i f f e r e n t and p a r t i a l 

ways t a n g i b l e / i n t a n g i b l e , o r d e r / d i s o r d e r , f a m i l i a r ' u n f a m i l i a r , ' 

e m p i r i c a l / n o n - e m p i r i c a l , c o h e r e n t / i n c o h e r e n t , h e t e r o g e n e i t y / 

homogeneity^ a r e a l l i n some way germane t o the d i f f e r e n c e s between 

3. R e c e n t l y Needham (1973:122-125) has w r i t t e n an e x i g e s i s on t h e 
E n g l i s h word " b e l i e f " and i n d o i n g so remarks t h a t : " B e l i e f 
i s i n d e e d a word o f e x t r e m e l y r a m i f i e d and extended u s e s , but 
t h e r e i s e s s e n t i a l l y n o t h i n g u n u s u a l • a b o u t i t i n t h e s e r e s p e c t s . 
I t s use o f t e n appears c o n f u s e d , a l s o , but i n t h i s r e g a r d i t 
i s m e r e l y l i k e o t h e r p s y c h o l o g i c a l v e r b s ..." I n some r e s p e c t s 
wx'Kon'i seems to f u n c t i o n as a p s y c h o l o g i c a l noun v / h i c h 
d e f i e s any " u n i t a r y o r r e g u l a r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n " f o r the K a s i n i ; 
but u n l i k e " b e l i e f " w h i c h , as Heedham a r g u e s , i s a word t h a t 
" . . i s n o t l i k e l y t o be a d i s c r i m i n a b l e I n n e r s t a t e , and t h a t . . . . 
phenomenally i t has no s p e c i f i c f e a t u r e s " .tvalxativ. seems v e r y 
much t o be a commentary on an e x p e r i e n c e and a l s o , i n p r i n c i p l e , 
an o b s e r v a b l e phenomenon, i . e . , s o c i a l d i s o r d e r and c h a o t i c 
s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s . 

4. We have used h e r e , i n a few c a s e s , o n l y one term i n a s p e c i f i c 
c o n t e x t and not i t s c o n t r a r y i n a n o t h e r . I n most i n s t a n c e s 
the i m p l i e d o p p o s i t i o n seems t o be c l e a r enough, but we f e e l . 
samequestion may a r i s e c o n c e r n i n g the t e r m "homogeneity". 
The o p p o s i t i o n between hetero./homo. must, l i k e a l l t h e o t h e r s 
be u n d e r s t o o d as a n a l y t i c a l d e v i c e s o n l y — i d i o m a t i c a l l y to 
speak o f the i n f i n i t e and u n o r d e r e d many (as t h e K a s i n i d i d regard
i n g the p h y s i c a l a t t r i b u t e s o f nebcint)is t h e same as s p e a k i n g o f a 
t o t a l l y u n i f i e d oneness; f o r n e i t h e r i n v i t e s ' s e n s o r y d i s c r i m i n a 
t i o n n o r t h e r e b y s uggests an o r d e r o f t h i n g s . Hence the 
r e l e v a n c e o f homogeneity i n t h i s i n s t a n c e . 
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Ae--nA_ and _0fc.Kci_H.__a3 t h e s e have been d e s c r i b e d . 5 They o n l y 

f a l l t o g e t h e r a s b u n d l e s o f opposed p r o p e r t i e s , however, i f i t i s 

u n d e r s t o o d t h a t the K a s i n i were i n a l l cases i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e 

i n t e r n a l and h i d d e n dimensions o f o t h e r s . To t h i s end they 

r e l i e d on e x t e r n a l s t o p r o v i d e t h e s u g g e s t i v e c l u e to what might be 

r e a s o n a b l y c o n c l u d e d c o n c e r n i n g what a n o t h e r v/as about and t o what 

end h i s power might be employed. As v/e have seen t h e mind o f 

a l l o t h e r s was i n c e r t a i n r e s p e c t s h i d d e n and i n doubt; f o r 

nobody r e a l l y knew what p r i v a t e p a c t s a n o t h e r p e r s o n had made 

w i t h the a n i m a l - p e o p l e w i t h whom he v/as i n c o n t a c t . G i v e n t h i s 

datum, the most i n t i m a t e and r e l i a b l e contact- was assumed to 

e x i s t between Ego and his_a.ni-L .(which need n o t e n t a i l g e n e t r i x ) . 

Beyond the mother were t h o s e r e l a t e d i n t h e m a t r i l i n e ( i . e . t h ose 

i n the same m o i e t y ) . IText came t h o s e i n the o p p o s i t e m o i e t y , 

and i n c o m b i n a t i o n a l l o f t h e s e p e o p l e Ego i n t e r a c t e d w i t h 

f r e q u e n t l y and c a t e g o r i z e d as_i.S_A__na . Those w i t h whom he 

d i d n o t s u s t a i n c o n t a c t he c a t e g o r i z e d as " o t h e r p e o p l e " and i t 

v/as a u t o m a t i c a l l y assumed t h a t t h e s e o t h e r s would be u s i n g t h e i r 

powers e n t i r e l y i n t h e i r own i n t e r e s t s ^ and i n t h e s e Ego had 

l i t t l e p a r t . Beyond t h i s t h e r e v/as _.OfcL&.cv__A. o f whom Sgo p o s s e s s e d 

l i t t l e u n d e r s t a n d i n g and w i t h whom no ord e r l y / i n t e r a c t i o n was 

5. I t would be erroneous f o r the r e a d e r to con c l u d e a t t h i s 
p o i n t t h a t t h e r e seems t o be a c o n t r a d i c t i o n betv/een what v/e 
say here and our e a r l i e r c l a i m t h a t ho a b s o l u t e m o r a l o r 
e t h i c a l w e i g h t i n g a t t e n d s t h e t r a n s c e n d e n t a l and m a t e r i a l 
d i m e n s i o n . The mind was dangerous, i t i s t r u e , but i t v/as a l s o 
a r e q u i s i t e f o r s u r v i v a l and hence e q u a l l y a source o f s a f e t y 
and s e c u r i t y — i t i s f o r " t h i s r e a s o n a l s o t h a t we may speak 
of t h e a m b i g u i t y o f power. 

http://_0fc.Kci_H.__a3
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c o n s i d e r e d p o s s i b l e ; fromj_\cx'_A<x^V_..he expected the w o r s t and, 

as t h e s t o r i e s go, he got i t . 

I f we r e t u r n now t o t h e c h a r t o f K a s i n i s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s 

and the diagram showing how the s e c a t e g o r i e s appeared on the 

ground, v/e can see t h a t by c e n t e r i n g Ego s p a t i a l l y , t h e r e e x i s t e d 

a graded s e r i e s o f c a t e g o r i e s w h i c h emphasised degrees o f something 

r a t h e r t h a n d i s j u n c t i v e l y c a t e g o r i z i n g o t h e r s i n t o q u a l i t a t i v e l y 

d i f f e r e n t segments. When v/e tak e t h e s e c a t e g o r i e s as a s e t and 

attempt t o u n d e r s t a n d them as r e p r e s e n t i n g a system, i t i s o n l y 

by r e c o g n i z i n g t h a t each category,'- s i g n i f i e s d i f f e r e n t arrangements 

o f i d e n t i c a l p r o p e r t i e s t h a t the t o t a l s e t a c h i e v e s c o h e r e n c e . 

T h i s method o f c a t e g o r i z i n g o t h e r s r o u g h l y c o r r e s p o n d s t o what 

T u r n e r (1967:116) has r e f e r r e d t o as an "analogue-model", and 

i t i s to be c o n t r a s t e d w i t h what i s u s u a l l y c a l l e d a segmentary 

model i n t h e sense t h a t the emphasis i s on r e c o g n i z i n g a c o n j u n c t i v e 

both/and r a t h e r t h a n a d i s j u n c t i v e e i t h e r / o r q u a l i t y i n the t o t a l 

s e t o f c a t e g o r i e s . The. i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e and c h a o t i c n<x KcinV-

does a f t e r a l l f i n d correspondence i n the i n t e r m i t t e n t "madness" 

o f e v e r y i n d i v i d u a l , however i n t i m a t e and r e l i a b l e Ego may c o n s i d e r 

h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o him a t o t h e r t i m e s . Thus v/e seem to have a 

continuum a l o n g w h i c h , i n k e e p i n g w i t h o ur f o r m e r d i s t i n c t i o n , 

t h e m a t e r i a l and t r a n s c e n d e n t a l a s p e c t s o f o t h e r s were; w e i g h t e d 

d i f f e r e n t l y . T h i s might l e a d us t o co n c l u d e t h a t i n o r d e r t o 

have a c l e a r i d e a about how t h i s framework o f c a t e g o r i e s c o r r e s p o n d e d 

t o the o b j e c t i v e f a c t s o f who a c t u a l l y i n t e r a c t e d w i t h whom,all 

v/e would r e a l l y have t o know i s what a r e a Ego d e s i g n a t e d as 

-£̂ '.KG_.J}-3 (my l a n d ) and from t h i s base l i n e t r a c e out a "web o f 

r e l a t i o n s " t h a t s e r i a l l y and g r a d u a l l y i n d i c a t e d "my p e o p l e " , 
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"other people", and so on. I t might also lead us to suspect that 

a s p a t i a l correspondence existed between those who were designated 

as "my people" and who v/ere referred to by. k i n terms, and those 

who v/ere of close genealogical connection. This, however, v/as 

not the case; f o r people of quite remote genealogical connection 

often l i v e d i n the same area and included each other i n the 

category "my people", v/hereas people who v/ere of very close 

genealogical connection often referred to each other as "other 

people" ( i . e . people of such and such a place)^. 

At t h i s point we must abandon the diagram that indicates 

that s o c i a l categories and geography were i n any di r e c t correspon

dence because the passing h e u r i s t i c benefits derived from t h i s 

simple model are much too s t a t i c and do not i n the l e a s t accommo

date the "orientational technique" that pervaded the Kasini 

a p p l i c a t i o n of s o c i a l categories. Neither land, i n the sense of 

a s p e c i f i c t e r r i t o r y , nor genealogical connections constituted 

the base l i n e from which relationship v/as reckoned; rather the 

ind i v i d u a l himself and where, f o r various s o c i a l and economic 

reasons, he v/as currently situated constituted h i s point of 

departure. This meant that the designation "my/- land" and the 

category "my people" v/ere not r e s t r i c t e d to s p e c i f i c empirical 

objects i n t h e i r application, and that s o c i a l and s p a t i a l 

boundaries of i n c l u s i o n and exclusion v/ere not only rather fuzzy 

but"were also subject to change. 

6. To translate X->l&@Xs£„.. as " r e l a t i v e " or "kinsmen" v/ould be to 
gloss over t h i s s i g n i f i c a n t fact even though a l l those 
categorized as "my people" v/ere referred to by k i n terms and 
"other people" v/ere not. 
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I t i s a p p r o p r i a t e a t t h i s j u n c t u r e t o say something 

about t h e common and, i n t h i s s t u d y , f r e q u e n t l y / u sed d i s t i n c t i o n 

between terms o f addre.ss and terms o f r e f e r e n c e , and a l s o t o 

e l a b o r a t e on t h e K a s i n i s o c i a l . c a t e g o r i e s " f r i e n d " and " s t r a n g e r " . 

A K a s i n i a d d r e s s e d a n o t h e r w i t h e i t h e r a k i n term o r v/ i t h t h e 

term ixs<x-g^ ( f r i e n d ) . Those w i t h whom he v/as i n c o n t a c t as he 

grew up he a d d r e s s e d and r e f e r r e d t o by k i n terms. Presumably^ 

he was t a u g h t what terms v/ere a p p r o p r i a t e d u r i n g t h e p r o c e s s o f 

i n t e r a c t i o n . He e s t a b l i s h e d a k i n s h i p r e l a t i o n w i t h o t h e r s he 

met l a t e r as an a d u l t by r e c k o n i n g t h r o u g h a t h i r d p a r t y , who 

need not be p r e s e n t , whom b o t h he and the o t h e r s knew i n common. 

T h i s rudimentary?' p r o c e s s seems t o have been v e r y s i m p l e and a 

m i n i m a l amount o f i n f o r m a t i o n v/as reo/uired. I t appears to have 

gone something l i k e t h i s : " I f A c a l l s the t h i r d p a r t y C by t h e 

t e r m J*Uc\L^_ (B-r) and I c a l l C by the term £̂ Tcv (FB) t h e n I 

must a l s o c a l l A by t h e term fcyfoi ." I f no t h i r d p a r t y c o u l d 

be d e c i d e d upon t h e n t h e two v/ould r e c k o n , i f b o t h r e c o g n i z e d 

m o i e t y membership, an a p p r o p r i a t e r e c i p r o c a l p a i r o f terms on 

the b a s i s o f t h e i r r e l a t i v e a ges. I f one i n d i v i d u a l d i d n o t 

r e c o g n i z e any m o i e t y a f f i l i a t i o n the term_&sa.x>a ( f r i e n d ) v/as 

u s e d i f the two p e o p l e were o f a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same age. 

T h i s term was o n l y used between men and i n d i c a t e s t h a t one o f 

them came from the c u l t u r e a r e a s t o the e a s t o r s o u t h e a s t w h i c h 

do n o t have m o i e t y systems. We do not have any case o f women 

u s i n g t h i s term b u t n e i t h e r do we have any/ e v i d e n c e t h a t non-

K a s i n i women ( i . e . a d u l t s ) e n t e r e d the are a . " One o l d i n f o r m a n t 
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attr i b u t e d the o r i g i n of the term to the few people? who entered 

the area from the region of the lower H a r d r i v e r i n the 1920's. 

In the ap p l i c a t i o n of k i n terms the associates of "friends" 

behaved as i f the "friends" addressed each other as cross-cousins 

( i . e . the term ._S_L&. which, l i k e , forms a non-polarized 

r e c i p r o c a l p a i r ) . The termAS_.jsi_ did not i t s e l f achieve much 

currency f o r there v/as r e a l l y almost no occasion to use i t . 

Nevertheless,it entailed a non-kinship expression i n a context 

where k i n terms predominated, and i t s converse ruy'<x€>a.y> (bad 

friend) prevailed as a convenient way/ of r e f e r r i n g to a r e l a t i o n 

ship between kinsmen which had become strained. In the current 

vernacular t h i s term i s used i n assertions such as; "They are 

bad friends (to each other)" and "He i s bad friends to me", etc. 

Terms of reference consisted of three classes of s o c i a l 

categories and these involved k i n terms, terms f o r "other peonle" 

and the term _/£j_st!__.OjcJ_( stranger) . The l a s t of these v/as the l e a s t 

frequently used and seems to have been employed i n situations 

where others v/ere seen but not recognized and hence were not 

c l a s s i f i a b l e i n a narrower and more precise manner. As f a r as 

we could gather,the term "stranger" v/as always eventually replaced 

by one of the other tv/o kinds of terms. Aside from the exception 

already noted, a l l people v/ere addressed by k i n terms, although 
8 

they v/ere not a l l referred to.as such. Ego both addressed and 
7. These people consisted of a domestic group composed of a man and 

his children (no mother) and, a r r i v i n g separately/, a single adult 
man. 

8. Every/one seems also to have had a personal name which v/as not used 
to address them. They/ were probably used to d i s t i n g u i s h i n 
discussion p r e c i s e l y whom one was speaking about f o r this would 
not necessarily/ be clear from the use of a k i n term alone. Such 
names were usually acquired in-infancy and frequently/ involved 
names l i k e " l i t t l e f a t thiglis", "baldy", etc. 
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r e f e r r e d t o . w i t h k i n t e r m s , a l l t h o s e he c o n s i d e r e d "my p e o p l e " and 

w i t h t h e s e p e o p l e he s u s t a i n e d i n t e r a c t i o n . Those w i t h whom he 

i n t e r a c t e d l e s s f r e q u e n t l y he a l s o a d d r e s s e d by k i n te r m s , 

a l t h o u g h he r e f e r r e d t o them as " o t h e r p e o p l e " . T h i s s i t u a t i o n . 

, o b t a i n e d even between t h o s e who v/ere primary; k i n i n the genea

l o g i c a l sense. I n t h e course o f t h e i r d i v e r s e movements t h r o u g h 

t h e r e g i o n s i b l i n g s o f t e n ended up r e f e r r i n g t o each o t h e r ' a s 

b e i n g a "person o f such and such a p l a c e " r a t h e r t h a n by t h e 

r e l e v a n t k i n term. 

As we have a l r e a d y argued, the s e t o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s 

employed by t h e K a s i n i formed a continuum, and f o r any p e r s o n 

t o be c a t e g o r i z e d by Ego a l o n g t h i s continuum i m p l i e d degrees o f 

c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e o r d e r l i n e s s o f the r e l a t i o n s h i p betv/een t h e 

tv/o. However, because o f t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e i n t e r n a l movement 

r e s u l t i n g f r om b o t h m a t e r i a l and s o c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t h e 

same i n d i v i d u a l s were, i n t i m e , c a t e g o r i z e d i n q u i t e d i f f e r e n t 

ways. T h i s was not a m a t t e r o f f a c e to f a c e c o n t a c t f o r w i t h the 

e x c e p t i o n o f t h e term " f r i e n d " a l l v/ere a d d r e s s e d by k i n terms. 

I t was a m a t t e r o f r e f e r e n c e , o f t a l k i n g about them and, i n d e e d , 

t h i n k i n g about them i n w h i c h t h e s e changes i n t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f 

s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s o c c u r r e d . 

Very r o u g h l y the d e s i g n a t i o n "my l a n d " c o r r e s p o n d e d 

w i t h the a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e c a t e g o r y "my p e o p l e " a l t h o u g h f o r the 

o l d e r g e n e r a t i o n t h e d e s i g n a t i o n o f the f o r m e r o f t e n exceeded 

i n space the a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e l a t t e r . Our e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s 

t h a t "my l a n d " i n such cases i n c l u d e d an a r e a t h a t t h e o l d e r 

p e r s o n f e l t c o n f i d e n t enough to move i n t o w i t h o u t h a v i n g r e c o u r s e 
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t o t h e s t r o n g e r p r o t e c t i v e power o f a shaman. Most w i t h i n t h i s 

a r e a i n v o l v e d t h o s e v / i t h whom Ego had a t some ti m e i n t h e p a s t 

engaged i n s u s t a i n e d i n t e r a c t i o n . T h i s d i d n o t p r e v e n t Ego from 

r e c o g n i z i n g some s o c i a l d i s t a n c e between h i m s e l f and th e s e o t h e r s 

b u t , f o r t h e most p a r t , t h i s d i s t a n c e seems to have been h i g h l y 

n e g o t i a b l e i n n a t u r e . "Other p e o p l e " w i t h i n the space "my l a n d " 

c o u l d t h u s r e a d i l y become "my p e o p l e " , as the;/ p r o b a b l y had been 

i n the p a s t , i f Ego and th e s e o t h e r s began to l i v e i n c l o s e 

p r o x i m i t y t o each o t h e r . • Beyond t h i s ambience Ego r e c o g n i z e d 

s t i l l o t h e r s v / i t h whom i n t e r a c t i o n had been n o n - e x i s t e n t o r much 

l e s s f r e q u e n t . A t some a r b i t r a r y p o i n t i n space Ego t h e r e f o r e 

r e c o g n i z e d p e r i m e t e r s t o "my l a n d " ; i f Ego was an o l d e r woman 

i t v/as a t thes e p o i n t s t h a t t h e " w i l l o w r i t u a l " was performed i n 

an attempt t o ensure s a f e passage i f movement i n t o the new 

t e r r i t o r y was r e q u i r e d . O c c a s i o n a l l y such p o i n t s c o i n c i d e d v / i t h 

t h ose r e c o g n i z e d by o t h e r s , but t h i s v/as n o t n e c e s s a r y . A c l e a r 

example o f t h i s i n v o l v e s t h e case o f two s i s t e r s who were about 

12 y e a r s a p a r t i n age. The o l d e r was b o r a somewhere around 

Prances l a k e , where she spent the f i r s t 10 y e a r s o f h e r l i f e . 

D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d she c o n s i d e r e d t h i s a r e a as her' l a n d and 

d e s i g n a t e d i t a c c o r d i n g l y ; however, v/hen she v/as about 10 y e a r s 

o l d a number o f murders and deaths t h r o u g h s o r c e r y o c c u r r e d and 

t h i s prompted h e r p a r e n t s t o move i n t o t h e a r e a around P e l l y 

Banks on t h e P e l l y r i v e r . Prom t h i s p o i n t on t h e o l d e r s i s t e r 

c o n s i d e r e d t h e a r e a around P r a n c e s l a k e t o be a .dangerous p l a c e 

and a l t h o u g h she b r i e f l y r e t u r n e d t o t h e a r e a t w i c e as an a d u l t 

she f e l t i t n e c e s s a r y t o p e r f o r m the " w i l l o w r i t u a l " a t the f i r s t 
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point of moving water she encountered a f t e r sighting a p a r t i c u l a r 

mountain which was, to her, a f a m i l i a r part of her childhood 

landscape. Her younger s i s t e r , on the other hand, was born a 

few years a f t e r the move to P e l l y Banks. This woman, as a married 

adult, had developed a network of rel a t i o n s which s p a t i a l l y covered 

the area between P e l l y Banks and Prances lake. This area she 

designated as "my land" and therefore the two s i s t e r s ( f u l l s i b l i n g s 

i n t h i s case) recognized a network of rel a t i o n s v/hich overlapped 

i n space but did not coincide. S i m i l a r l y t h e i r categorization 

of "my people" and "other people" did not correspond- . and i t 

appears that there were times v/hen they v/ere i n c l i n e d to r e f e r 

to each other as "other people" although t h i s development never 

matured due to t h e i r intermittent meetings at the trapping post 

of P e l l y Lakes. Por the older s i s t e r t h i s post was ..near the 

peripheries of what she considered her land, f o r the younger 

s i s t e r t h i s post was roughly situated i n the center. 

Young adults, whose network of rel a t i o n s was narrower 

and le s s extensive than older people, generally recognized'a 

much closer correspondence betv/een "my land" and "my people". 

I f a young couple and t h e i r children v/ere contemplating movement 

without being accompanied by a person i n the senior generation 

they then assessed t h e i r alternatives i n terms of those with whom 

they had act u a l l y had some contact. In doing so, however, they 

might go to the peripheries of what they considered t h e i r land 

and i n time, through i n t e r a c t i o n with those on the peripheries 

and beyond, they could broaden t h e i r s o c i a l and t e r r i t o r i a l 

horizons. 
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As to the use of place names i n c a t e g o r i z i n g others 
i t should be mentioned that there v/as not one s i n g l e set of such 
names which v/as shared by a l l . For instance those who l i v e d i n 

the area of Frances lake r e f e r r e d to the lake as _!tTi..C0_._A^A-f_^ 
( b i g w h i t e f i s h l a k e ) , those who l i v e d away from the area v a r i o u s l y 
r e f e r r e d to these people as J_Cu_o« M i A ^ C ^ i g v/ater people) or 
Frances l a k e I n a d d i t i o n place names changed over time. 
This v/as to some extent a r e s u l t of s h i f t i n g economic c o n d i t i o n s . 
Those who l i v e d i n an area customarily r e f e r r e d to p a r t i c u l a r 
p l a c e s i n terms of v/hat was e x p l o i t e d t h e r e . A few place names 
were thus s u b s t i t u t e d f o r what the f u r buyers had named the v a r i o u s 
t r a p p i n g posts, e.g. "t_ix d i S l K tV\«^^(clear water la k e — a reference 
to the e x c e p t i o n a l l y c l e a r i c e t h a t formed on t h i s l a k e which was 
an advantage i n i c e f i s h i n g ) became P e l l y l a k e , nO-^Ol. ^ o x^'^ 
became Ross Riv e r , and £ \ J Q££ ( t h i s v/ord v/as considered onamatapoeic 
f o r the sound that c l a y makes when f a l l i n g from a bank i n t o 
water — r e f e r s i n t h i s case to a p a r t i c u l a r l y l a r g e bank) became 
P e l l y Bank. I n other i n s t a n c e s names of places changed according 
to s h i f t s i n the method of e x p l o i t a t i o n ; f o r i n s t a n c e , the o u t l e t 
of one l a k e was known at the tu r n of the century/ as a productive 
salmon f i s h i n g spot, i t v/as c a l l e d at t h i s time _ ^ ^ - S V v \ l f l ^ — 

(salmon l a k e ) . A f t e r shotguns became widespread the same lake 
became s i g n i f i c a n t i n the s p r i n g time f o r the 'large f l o c k s of 
Canada geese th a t stopped there. I t thus became known to some 
as._&Un£a W i f l , J g o ose l a k e ) . 

We can see then, t h a t an order of place names v/as not 
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a r b i t r a r i l y imposed on the land. I t was to a very great extent 

derived from a c t i v i t i e s v/hich h a b i t u a l l y occurred i n a p a r t i c u l a r 

l o c a l e . Thus as. old places became les s . s i g n i f i c a n t and new 

places more so or old places became s i g n i f i c a n t and productive 

i n new ways the place names changed and s h i f t e d accordingly. 

This had the consequence, of hindering the emergence of a comprehen

sive t e r r i t o r i a l g r i d which might have been used unequivocally to 

define "other people" once they moved into a p a r t i c u l a r area. 

Through time, therefore, such s o c i a l categories as 

ceased to be used and v/ere replaced by F e l l y lake ^e.n^ , and, 

because of the i n t e r n a l movement of the K a s i n i , not only did the 

category change but so also did the aggregate of people to whom 

i t v/as applied. As the Kasini pursued t h e i r economic i n t e r e s t s , 

i n d i v i d u a l s became separated and regardless of t h e i r genealogical 

connection or p r i o r frequency of i n t e r a c t i o n , these indiv i d u a l s 

could come to view previous acquaintances as "other people". 

We have no example where t h i s a c t u a l l y seems to have taken place 

between mother and c h i l d ^ although we do f o r a l l other primary 

genealogical connections and beyond. And even though a reference 

to place names v/as seldom i f ever invoked between mother and c h i l d 

the following example shows c l e a r l y how separation v/as not 

i n c i d e n t a l even i n t h i s context. 

9. In making th i s assertion i t must be remembered we are spealcing 
within the context of the application of the term OX\& as 
distinguished from fcr*l^£ — the fact that Oif\& v/as 
usually applied to a person's genetrix i s , to our way of 
thinking, i r r e l e v a n t and i t does not'constitute a basic or 
fundamental t r a n s l a t i o n of t h i s term. " <*T\$gL meant primarily 
mother and within the constraints of moiety membership t h i s 
v/as applied to that female who a c t u a l l y mothered the c h i l d . 
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To i n d i c a t e how p e r v a s i v e were the i m p l i c a t i o n s t h a t 

- - a c c r u e d from a d e c r e a s e i n i n t e r a c t i o n i t w i l l be perhaps p e r m i s s i b l e 

t o d e s c r i b e some events w h i c h o c c u r r e d between a mother and son 

i n t h e summer o f 1968. We i n t r o d u c e t h i s r e c e n t i l l u s t r a t i o n 

because b o t h i n d i v i d u a l s were a d u l t s by t h e end o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l 

p e r i o d we a r e d i s c u s s i n g and i t seems r e a s o n a b l e t o t h i n k t h a t 

t h e y would, i n some r e s p e c t s , s t i l l t h i n k and behave i n a manner 

w h i c h v/as t y p i c a l o f t h i s p e r i o d . We a l s o had some d i r e c t e x p e r i e n c e 

w i t h the events i n q u e s t i o n . 

The son, a man i n h i s l a t e f o r t i e s , had r e t u r n e d t o 

Ross R i v e r f o r a v i s i t a f t e r an. absence o f some y e a r s i n Watson 

L a k e . The mother, who v/as a l s o a grandmother man;/ t i m e s o v e r , 

had not seen h e r son a t a l l f o r o v e r t h r e e y e a r s . At the time 

o f t h e e v e n t s t o be d e s c r i b e d t h e mother v/as camped on the P e l l y 

r i v e r v / i t h t h e man's s i s t e r , h i s s i s t e r ' s son, who had h i m s e l f 

r e t u r n e d from Watson l a k e o n l y t h e y e a r b e f o r e , and h i s s i s t e r ' s 

dauglater w i t h some o f h e r c h i l d r e n . The p l a c e was e a s i l y a c c e s s i b l e 

o n l y by/- boat and the r e c e n t l y r e t u r n e d son o f t h e o l d woman as k e d 

me to t a k e him down r i v e r t o v i s i t h i s mother. 

On t h e t r i p down r i v e r t h e man t o l d me t h a t he t h o u g h t 

h i s mother would be annoyed w i t h him. When I asked why t h i s 

m ight be he s a i d "I n e v e r v i s i t h e r t o o l o n g t i m e " . He t h e n 

' o f f e r e d a number o f r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s f o r h i s n e g l i g e n c e i n t h i s 

r e s p e c t — such as t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s o f t r a v e l l i n g t o Ross R i v e r , and ' 

t h e demands o f h i s j o b . At t h e time i t seemed t o me s t r a n g e t h a t 

he would b o t h e r t o j u s t i f y h i m s e l f to me: f o r a l t h o u g h I had 

v i s i t e d h i s mother's camp a number o f t i m e s , the man h i m s e l f I • • 

b a r e l y knew a t a l l and had met f o r the f i r s t t i me o n l y t h e e v e n i n g 

b e f o r e . 
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When we rea c h e d v. ' t h e camp the o n l y p e o p l e i n v i e w 

were h i s mother, who v/as sewing, h i s s i s t e r , who v/as t e n d i n g t h e 

f i r e , and h i s s i s t e r ' s son, who was r e c l i n i n g . The man stepped 

o f f t h e boat and wa l k e d i n t o t h e camp w i t h a s m i l e and a f r i e n d l y 

g r e e t i n g t o a l l . The young man s a t up and r e t u r n e d t h e g r e e t i n g 

w i t h a broad s m i l e but s a i d n o t h i n g . The o l d mother j u s t s t a r e d 

a t the man, as d i d the s i s t e r . Suddenly the mother s c r e e c h e d a 

number o f t h i n g s ( u n t r a n s l a t e d ) a t h e r son and, t h r o w i n g h e r 

sewing t o the ground, t u r n e d h e r back on him. T h i s v/as f o l l o w e d , 

f o r me a t l e a s t , by an awkward s i l e n c e d u r i n g w h i c h t h e man g l u m l y 

hunkered t o t h e f i r e . E v e n t u a l l y h i s s i s t e r ' s son began a s k i n g 

me q u e s t i o n s about what v/as g o i n g on i n Ross R i v e r . Our c o n v e r s a 

t i o n d r i f t e d on f o r about t e n m i n u tes u n t i l the o l d woman i n t e r r u p t e d 

us by a s k i n g the young man t o go t o the t e n t and get h e r KuntTs 

( i . e . t he s m a l l bag i n w h i c h a re c o n t a i n e d i t e m s w h i c h a mother 

uses to p r o t e c t h e r c h i l d r e n from harm) — a t t h i s t he young 

man l o o k e d a t h i s mother's b r o t h e r who nodded back t o him w i t h a 

s l i g h t s m i l e . V/hen t h e K\xr{tJ5s v/as broug h t f o r w a r d t h e o l d 

woman gave f u r t h e r i n s t r u c t i o n ( u n t r a n s l a t e d ) but s t i l l d i d n o t 

l o o k a t h e r son. As f a r as I c o u l d see a l l t h e man d i d when he 

r e c e i v e d t h e KUn"t<> was t o h o l d i t i n h i s l e f t hand and put 

h i s r i g h t hand i n s i d e and b l i n d l y f i n g e r t he i t e m s i t c o n t a i n e d . 

A f t e r about two minutes o f t h i s t he man's s i s t e r , who had h e r 

back t u r n e d d u r i n g t h e s e p r o c e e d i n g s , asked h e r son i f h e r b r o t h e r 

had done as was i n s t r u c t e d . When i t was a f f i r m e d t h a t he had 

•the_J_x__vor_-> _ _ w a s t h e n r e t u r n e d t o the t e n t . W i t h i n a few minutes 

t h e o l d woman began a s k i n g h e r son q u e s t i o n s and s h o r t l y an animated 

and what appeared t o be c o n g e n i a l c o n v e r s a t i o n ensued. 
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On t h e r e t u r n t r i p i n t h e boat some hours l a t e r I asked 

the man what had been g o i n g on. H i s immediate r e p l y v/as "my 

mummy wants t o know i f I s t i l l h e r sonny" b u t , as i f r e c o g n i z i n g 

t h e immense g u l f between us t h a t t h i s remark i m p l i e d , he subsequen 

became e v a s i v e and the m a t t e r had t o be dropped. 

L a t e r on we were t o l e a r n how the KUn"Db o f a mother 

( o r MM) f u n c t i o n e d as a p r o t e c t i v e d e v i c e and how c h i l d r e n were 

c a r e s s e d ' w i t h t h i s o b j e c t i f they became s i c k o r i f , f o r i n s t a n c e 

t h e group e n c o u n t e r e d f r e s h bear spoor on the t r a i l . We a l s o 

l e a r n e d how dangerous, such o b j e c t s c o u l d be f o r young men o f t h e 

o p p o s i t e m o i e t y and i t i s i n t h i s sense t h a t we have some c l u e as 

t o what v/as b e i n g a t t e m p t e d i n the case d e s c r i b e d above. We 

v/ere n o t a b l e t o g a i n more i n f o r m a t i o n from the p a r t i c i p a n t s 

t h e m s e l v e s and t h e a c t i v i t y o f a mother i n s i s t i n g t h a t h e r c h i l d 

h a n d l e such an i t e m was n o t a common one. However, even though 

some o f t h o s e v / i t h whom we d i s c u s s e d t h i s m a t t e r had n e v e r h e a r d 

o f such a t h i n g b e f o r e i t v/as f o u n d i n t e r e s t i n g and c o m p r e h e n s i b l e 

t o a l l and t h e i r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f i t v/ere e n t i r e l y / c o n s i s t e n t 

w i t h what we have a l r e a d y s a i d c o n c e r n i n g t h e degree o f i n t e r 

a c t i o n , s p a t i a l p r o x i m i t y and power a l i g n m e n t . I n e f f e c t , by 

a s k i n g h e r son t o h a n d l e t h e V ^ r d f e $- e mother v / a s . i n t e r r o g a t i n g 

him. The son had been away f o r a l o n g t i m e , he had been l i v i n g 

w i t h " o t h e r s " and many o f t h e s e v/ere s t r a n g e r s t o the mother. 

I t v/as t h e r e f o r e p o s s i b l e t h a t d u r i n g t h i s s e p a r a t i o n h i s i n t e r e s t 

and commitments had become r e - o r i e n t e d i n some fundamental way. 

The problem f o r the mother v/as t o d e c i d e whether o r not t h i s had 

happened. The son v/as n o t i n a. p o s i t i o n t o demonstrate h i s 
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commitments one way o r t h e o t h e r because i t i s i n the very'' 

n a t u r e oi" v e r b a l and man:/ k i n e s i c messages t h a t t h e y may be 

c o n t r i v e d and not t r u e . F o r the son t o say, f o r i n s t a n c e , 

"Mother I am s t i l l your- son, y o u r b e s t i n t e r e s t s a r e a l s o mine" 

v/ould be open t o doubt f o r the same r e a s o n t h a t a s m i l i n g f a c e 

might not mean f r i e n d s h i p . The o n l y way t h e mother had o f 

c h e c k i n g out h e r son was to t e s t the a l i g n m e n t o f h i s i n n e r 

r e s o u r c e s — h i s mind and the commitment o f h i s power v i s - a - v i s 

h e r s e l f . She was n o t t h e r e f o r e i n t e r e s t e d i n h i s s m i l i n g f a c e 

o r a n y t h i n g he had to say, she was i n t e r e s t e d in-how he r e a c t e d 

t o a c o n c r e t e embodiment o f h e r power. I f he became d i z z y o r 

i l l as a s t r a n g e r w i t h i n f e r i o r power o r a younger man i n the 

o p p o s i t e m o i e t y might have done, i t would mean h e r s u s p i c i o n s 

o r ' f e a r s v/ere w e l l founded. I f n o t h i n g happened, as n o t h i n g d i d 

i n t h i s case, i t v/ould mean t h a t he v/as, as he always had been, 

h e r son. 

T h i s example, v/e t h i n k , c l e a r l y s u p p o r t s the i n t e r p r e t a 

t i o n o f the m a t e r i a l v/e have p r e s e n t e d . But i n o f f e r i n g i t as 

s u p p o r t i v e e v i d e n c e i t c l e a r l y d r a m a t i z e s a problem i n h a n d l i n g 

t h e l a r g e l y r e m i n i s c e n t d a t a v/e a r e t r y i n g to u n d e r s t a n d . T h i s 

p r o b lem can be s t a t e d a s f o l l o w s : A t what t i m e d u r i n g t h e i r 

s e p a r a t i o n d i d the mother b e g i n t o doubt h e r son o r , p e r h a p s , 

a t what t i m e d i d she b e g i n t o t h i n k t h a t he might a p p r o p r i a t e l y 

be c a t e g o r i z e d as " a n o t h e r p e r s o n " beyond the b o u n d a r i e s o f 

"my p e o p l e " ? So many t h i n g s seem p o t e n t i a l l y r e l e v a n t here t h a t 

v/e have r e a l l y no c e r t a i n way o f a s s e s s i n g t h i s . Q u e s t i o n s o f 

c o n g e n i a l i t y , p o l i t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e and even,- i t may/ be supposed, 
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something l i k e l o v e a l l seem t o tumble i n a c o n f u s e d a r r a y o f 

p o s s i b l e r e a s o n s why i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r case b o t h the mother 

and t h e son seemed to c a r e t h a t t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p r e m a i n c l o s e . ^ 

To a n a l y z e t h i s f o r 1968 would n e c e s s a r i l y i n v o l v e e l u c i d a t i n g 

a c o n t e x t w h i c h does not c o n c e r n us — b u t t h e q u e s t i o n s i t poses 

a r e j u s t as r e l e v a n t f o r the p e r i o d i n q u e s t i o n and u n f o r t u n a t e l y 

t h e y r e q u i r e a degree o f r e c o n s t r u c t i v e d e t a i l we have n o t been 

a b l e to a c h i e v e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t v/as a f a c t t h a t i n d i v i d u a l s 

who became s e p a r a t e d d i d n o t u n i f o r m l y r e - c a t e g o r i z e each o t h e r 

t h r o u g h time and t h a t some v/ere r e - c a t e g o r i z e d as " o t h e r ' p e o p l e " 

i n a r e l a t i v e l y s h o r t p e r i o d o f t ime a f t e r s e p a r a t i o n whereas 

o t h e r s were n o t . Furthermore t h e r e seems t o be'no o b v i o u s 

correspondence between a l a g i n r e - c a t e g o r i z a t i o n and r e l a t i v e 

g e n e a l o g i c a l p r o x i m i t y . P e o p l e o f c l o s e o r remote g e n e a l o g i c a l 

connectedness a r e t h e r e f o r e not a parameter o f t h i s phenomenon. 

Our e f f o r t s t o r e c o n s t r u c t changes i n how n e o n l e r e f e r r e d 

t o one a n o t h e r were l a r g e l y u n s u c c e s s f u l . They were confounded, 

. I n t h i s i l l u s t r a t i o n we s h o u l d n o t d i s c o u n t t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e 
i d i o m o f e x p r e s s i o n does, as a s p e c i f i c s e t o f m a n i p u l a t e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s , i m p l y something about i n n e r s t a t e s ( s u s p i 
c i o n , t r u s t , e t c . ) — t h e r e i s no way o f d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h i s 
i n any p a r t i c u l a r c a s e . The mother v/as above a l l t r y i n g t o 
communicate something t o h e r son. The f a c t t h a t she used t h e 
s y m b o l i c v e h i c l e t h a t she d i d i s a commentary on h e r b e i n g a 
K a s i n i and n o t n e c e s s a r i l y a commentary oh "her t h o u g h t s o r 
f e e l i n g s — r a t h e r t h a n ' a c t u a l l y s u s p e c t i n g t h e a l i g n m e n t o f 
h i s power, f o r i n s t a n c e , she may have f e l t u p s e t t h a t a son 
whom she c a r e d f o r had n o t been more c o n s i d e r a t e and a t t e n t i v e . 
However, s i n c e a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l t h e o r i e s are not y e t s u f f i c i e n t l y 
s u b t l e to p e n e t r a t e such nuances o f s e n t i m e n t c o n t r a r y t o 
form and s i n c e o u r c o ncerns do n o t i n any case r e q u i r e such 
p e n e t r a t i o n t h i s example can be l e f t w i t h i n the r e l a t i v e l y 
g r o s s framework by v/hich i t has been j u s t examined. 
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i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , by t h e f a c t t h a t p e o p l e n e v e r s t a y e d i n an 

a r e a f o r more t h a n a few y e a r s . T h i s i n i t s e l f p l a c e s the 

emphasis on f o l l o w i n g the a p p l i c a t i o n o f c a t e g o r i e s t h r o u g h time 

and i t was v e r y d i f f i c u l t f o r informants.-, t o i s o l a t e p a s t sequences 

i n t h i s r e g a r d . I n t h e second p l a c e , from an e g o c e n t r i c p e r s p e c 

t i v e , many i n d i v i d u a l s were c a t e g o r i z e d i n d i f f e r e n t ways as t h e i r 

i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h Ego v/as a l t e r n a t e l y more o r l e s s f r e q u e n t . I n 

t h e t h i r d p l a c e most K a s i n i who c u r r e n t l y l i v e i n Ross R i v e r r e f e r 

and address each o t h e r w i t h e i t h e r k i n terms o r a n g l i c i z e d names. 

I t i s o n l y when t h e y become "bad f r i e n d s " t h a t one h e a r s r e f e r e n c e 

to p l a c e names and a l t h o u g h t h i s r e f e r r a l u s u a l l y i n d i c a t e s where 

t h e i n d i v i d u a l s o r t h e i r mothers v/ere l i v i n g a t t h e d e c l i n e o f 

t h e f u r t r a d e i n t h e mid 1940's i t q u i t e o f t e n r e f l e c t e d s p a t i a l 

arrangements w h i c h preceded t h i s p e r i o d . T h e r e f o r e , i n a r a t h e r 

fragmented way t h i s method o f c a t e g o r i z i n g o t h e r s i s s t i l l i n 

o p e r a t i o n and f o r t h i s r e a s o n i t . v / a s e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t t o 

determine t o v/hat e x t e n t t h e answers t o our q u e s t i o n s v/ere 

s t r a t e g i c a l l y c e n t e r e d i n t h e p r e s e n t o r some p o o r l y d e f i n e d 

p e r i o d i n t h e p a s t . 

I n p o s s e s s i n g some knowledge o f t h e s e m a n t i c s t r u c t u r e o f 

K a s i n i s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s v/e - a r e t h e r e f o r e u n f o r t u n a t e l y u n a b l e 

to p r o v i d e a case i l l u s t r a t i o n w h i c h v/ould c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e how 

t h i s s t r u c t u r e f u n c t i o n e d as a p r a g m a t i c t o o l . Why and under v/hat 

c o n d i t i o n s o f s e p a r a t i o n some p e o p l e were s t i l l r e f e r r e d t o as 

"my p e o p l e " and -some were q u i c k l y j e t t i s o n e d i n t o the c a t e g o r y 

" o t h e r p e o p l e " a r e o b v i o u s l y e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n s 

c o n c e r n i n g the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f K a s i n i s o c i a l l i f e . However, t h e 

above mentioned d i f f i c u l t i e s have so s e r i o u s l y q u a l i f i e d o u r 
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a t t e m p t s a l o n g t h e s e l i n e s t h a t we p o s s e s s o n l y the most fragmented 

and i n c o h e r e n t p i c t u r e ; a t t i m e s such f a c t o r s as c o n g e n i a l i t y ' and 

a f f e c t i o n o r i t s l a c k seem t o have "been i n v o l v e d and a t o t h e r s 

c l e a r p o l i t i c a l and economic m o t i v e s o b t a i n e d and o n l y i n a few 

i n s t a n c e s were we a b l e to determine w h i c h i t might have been. 

Some of the l a t t e r cases we d i s c u s s . i n t h e f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r . 

I n t h i s c h a p t e r we have shown t h a t t h e K a s i n i p r o c e s s 

o f a p p l y i n g s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s was p r i m a r i l y / o r i e n t a t i o n a l i n 

n a t u r e and t h a t t h r o u g h time i n d i v i d u a l s c o u l d c a t e g o r i z e each 

o t h e r i n q u i t e d i f f e r e n t ways. T h i s i n t r o d u c e d an e m p i r i c a l 

d i m e n s i o n i n t o o u r c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s o f K a s i n i s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s and f o r the most 

p a r t i t seems t h a t what prompted the use o f one c a t e g o r y o v e r 

a n o t h e r was n o t , o r a t l e a s t n o t s o l e l y , c o n t i n g e n t on an a b s t r a c t 

s e t o f s y n t a c t i c a l r u l e s but r a t h e r on t h e frequency/ w i t h w h i c h 

two i n d i v i d u a l s i n t e r a c t e d . S p a t i a l p r o x i m i t y , v/hich was v a r i a b l e , 

and the a c t i v i t y o f movement b o t h towards and away from Ego were 

t h u s seen t o e x p r e s s a message and c o n t a i n a s t r u c t u r a l eloquence 

v/hich i n t h e m s e l v e s suggested t h e a p p r o p r i a t e a p p l i c a t i o n o f 

d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s . 

Very/ roughly/, we can say/ t h a t Ego v/as the c e n t e r o f h i s 

s o c i a l u n i v e r s e and r e g a r d l e s s o f where he found h i m s e l f s p a t i a l l y / 

he c o u l d always o r i e n t h i m s e l f and s t r u c t u r e h i s r e l a t i o n s v / i t h 

o t h e r s i n a ccordance v / i t h where he v/as and v / i t h whom he v/as 

i n t e r a c t i n g a t a g i v e n p o i n t i n t i m e . At one p e r i o d he might 

d i s t i n g u i s h between h i s Immediate a c q u a i n t a n c e s ( f e s ' ^ n ^ ) v,rho 

l i v e d i n the r e g i o n o f p l a c e X, -and o t h e r s ( c)Cr\d, <̂ eng e t c . ) 

who l i v e d i n t h e v i c i n i t y / o f p l a c e s Y and Z. I f he moved t o 
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p l a c e Y, however, he v/ould c a t e g o r i z e h i s c u r r e n t a c q u a i n t a n c e s 

as _£^cK2Ja^ .and d i s t i n g u i s h o t h e r s as b e i n g X <&Ln3> Zctervaand 

so on. I n t h e f o r e g o i n g we have shown t h a t t h i s v/as n o t mere 

l a b e l l i n g and t h a t t h e d i s t i n c t i o n s b e i n g made d i d possess a 

meaning t o the K a s i n i w i t h o u t v/hich the s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s them

s e l v e s would, i n our o p i n i o n , remain t o t a l l y i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e . 

By u s i n g t h i s method o f c a t e g o r i z i n g o t h e r s t h e y were i n 

e f f e c t i n d i c a t i n g s o c i a l d i s t a n c e and t h e i r o r i e n t a t i o n a l t e c h n i q u e 

r e f l e c t s t h e .changing and r a t h e r m a l l e a b l e c h a r a c t e r o f t h i s 

phenomenon. S o c i a l d i s t a n c e as a n o t i o n i s l a r g e l y meant to 

r e f e r t o a f e l t o r sensed " d i s t a n c e " r a t h e r than a n y t h i n g p r e c i s e l y 

q u a n t i f i a b l e and f o r t h i s r e a s o n i t has always s e t t l e d r a t h e r 

u n e a s i l y / i n t o most s o c i a l a n a l y s e s . I t p o i n t s towards the 

semantic d i m e n s i o n o f s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s r a t h e r t h a n the s y n t a c t i c a l 

and i t cannot be u n d e r s t o o d s i m p l y i n terms o f the a p p l i c a t i o n 

o f c e r t a i n r u l e s . F o r t h i s r e a s o n i t n e c e s s a r i l y has an 

ambiguous t h i s and t h a t q u a l i t y w h i c h does n ot a l l o w f o r any 

p r e c i s e d e m a r c a t i o n o f s o c i a l b o u n d a r i e s . As i n d i c a t e d , K a s i n i 

had t h e i r own re a s o n s f o r t a l c i n g more t h a n a p a s s i n g i n t e r e s t i n 

t h i s phenomenon v/hich t h e y a t t e m p t e d t o s t r u c t u r e i n terms o f a 

s p a t i a l a x i s and presumeably t h i s c r i t e r i o n was g e n e r a l l y adequate 

t o t h e i r needs. N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n a t t e m p t i n g t o f o r m u l a t e an 

o r d e r t o t h e i r r e l a t i o n s v / i t h one a n o t h e r t h e y chose an e m p i r i c a l 

datum ( i ' . e . space) v/hich c o u l d n o t accommodate e v e r y case and 

t h e r e v/as always a f a v o u r i t e £n££ (MZ) o r a s t r a t e g i c a l l y / 

l o c a t e d £.ĉ xo>(\. (Z*) whom Ego r e f e r r e d to by such terms and 

considered_£$»!etefte..but from whom he was w i d e l y s e p a r a t e d i n space and 

v / i t h whom he might not have i n t e r a c t e d f o r two o r t h r e e y e a r s a t a 

t i m e . 
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CHAPTER X 

ARRANGES MARRIAGES, SOCIAL REALIGNMENT  

AND THE MOIETY SYSTEM 

A K a s i n i m a r r i a g e was a r r a n g e d toy members o f t h e 

p a r e n t a l g e n e r a t i o n . The r e l a t i o n s h i p , between husband and w i f e 

d e v e l o p e d g r a d u a l l y and, o t h e r t h a n l i v i n g t o g e t h e r , t h e r e v/as no 

ceremony o r event t h a t c o n c l u s i v e l y e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t a co u p l e v/ere 

m a r r i e d . As a c o u p l e l e a r n e d t h e ' a d v a n t a g e s o f f u n c t i o n i n g on 

t h e i r own b e h a l f as a p o l i t i c a l u n i t , t h e i r m a r r i a g e d e v e l o p e d 

b r o a d e r s i g n i f i c a n c e . I n t h i s c h a p t e r v/e w i l l examine t h e m a r r i e d 

c o u p l e as a p o l i t i c a l u n i t i n f l u e n t i a l i n c r e a t i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

between p e o p l e t h r o u g h o u t K a s i n i t e r r i t o r y / . 

M a r r i e d c o u p l e s can be r o u g h l y d i v i d e d i n t o t h o s e w i t h 

m a r r i a g e a b l e "dependents" and t h o s e w i t h o u t . E l d e r l y c o u p l e s 

and young c o u p l e s w i t h o u t m a r r i a g e a b l e dependents v/ere u n a b l e 

t o a r r a n g e m a r r i a g e s w i t h others.. The e l d e r l y had, i n a sense, 

exhausted t h e i r c a p a c i t y t o a r r a n g e m a r r i a g e s by h a v i n g a l r e a d y 

had t h e i r f o r m e r dependents m a r r i e d o f f , and the young had n o t \r 

y e t reached, a st a g e i n w h i c h t h e i r dependents v/ere o f a m a r r i a g e a b l e 

age. T h i s produces an o v e r a l l s t r a t i f i c a t i o n o f the K a s i n i 

p o p u l a t i o n o f m a r i t a l u n i t s i n w h i c h o n l y some were capable o f 

a r r a n g i n g m a r r i a g e s . I t r o u g h l y c o r r e s p o n d s to age d i f f e r e n c e s 

i n the p o p u l a t i o n and may be o u t l i n e d as f o l l o w s : 
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Table^flQ.l 

AGE STRATA OF MARRIED COTTPLSS 

CAPABLE OF ARRAITGI3?G MARRIAGES 

Age o f 
Couple 

P o t e n t i a l o r C a p a c i t y 
t o Arrange M a r r i a g e s 

50 y e a r s o l d 
and above 

No p o t e n t i a l 
o r c a p a c i t y 

30-50 y e a r s o l d C a p a c i t y and p o t e n t i a l 

15-30 y e a r s o l d P o t e n t i a l , but 
c a p a c i t y pending the 
m a t u r a t i o n o f 
dependents 

I n o r d e r f o r t h o s e i n the m e d i a l age s t r a t a t o be a b l e 

t o a r r a n g e m a r r i a g e w i t h o t h e r s , i t was necessary/ t h a t t h e y 

have as dependents ( o r i n c i p i e n t p r o v i d e r s ) i n d i v i d u a l s , whether 

adopted o r p r o c r e a t e d , who were o l d enough to be m a r r i e d . I f v/e 

assume t h a t f i r s t m a r r i a g e s o c c u r r e d when the woman was about 

15 y e a r s o l d and t h e man about 20 y e a r s o l d , a m a r i t a l u n i t 

v/ould not be i n t h i s p o s i t i o n b e f o r e t h e i r e a r l y 30* s and u s u a l l y 

n o t a f t e r t h e i r l a t e 40's. I n s a y i n g t h i s much, however, i t s h o u l d 

be re-emphasised t h a t a l t h o u g h e l d e r l y c o u p l e s were u s u a l l y 

economic dependents t h e m s e l v e s , t h e r e were i n s t a n c e s i n w h i c h 

s u c h a c o u p l e s t i l l r e t a i n e d a c a p a c i t y t o ar r a n g e a m a r r i a g e 

( c f . Diagram 8.5 and d i s c u s s i o n ) . T h i s f a c t q u a l i f i e s any g e n e r a l 

correspondence t h a t might be s a i d t o e x i s t between r e c o g n i s e d 

g e n e r a t i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s and s t r a t e g i c and n o n - s t r a t e g i c s t r a t a 
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o f m a r r i e d c o u p l e s i n t h e K a s i n i p o p u l a t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

i t i s u s e f u l to v i e w the o v e r a l l s i t u a t i o n as i f i t were s t r a t i f i e d 

i n terms o f g e n e r a t i o n s . D e m o g r a p h i c a l l y i t would seem r e a s o n a b l e 

t o assume t h i s out o f hand; f o r c e r t a i n l y some, i f not most, 

m a r r i e d c o u p l e s who formed a l l i a n c e s would c a t e g o r i z e each o t h e r 

as b e i n g i n the same g e n e r a t i o n . T h i s i s i n d i r e c t l y s u p p o r t e d 

by the f a c t t h a t v/hen i n doubt about how t o c a t e g o r i z e each o t h e r 

g e n e r a t i o n a l l y r , i . e . , v/hen g e n e a l o g i c a l s p e c i f i c a t i o n s v/ere 

unknown, c o u p l e s who a r r a n g e d a m a r r i a g e between t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 

dependents employed r e c i p r o c a l c a t e g o r i e s v/hich i n d i c a t e d t h e y 

v/ere b o t h i n the same g e n e r a t i o n . 

I n what f o l l o w s we examine th e p o l i t i c a l advantages 

t h a t a t t e n d a c a p a c i t y t o a r r a n g e m a r r i a g e s . Our d e s c r i n t i o n 

t r a c e s a sequence o f m a r r i a g e s t h a t o c c u r r e d between 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 5 2 , and 

we show how i n d i v i d u a l s , o r i g i n a l l y from the same domesti c group, 

became " o t h e r p e o p l e " t o each o t h e r and s u b s e q u e n t l y , t h r o u g h 

a r r a n g i n g m a r r i a g e s , merged a g a i n as "my p e o p l e " . The e v i d e n c e 

we p r e s e n t r e f l e c t s K a s i n i s p a t i a l movement and s o c i a l r e a l i g n m e n t 

and we c o n c l u d e by e x a m i n i n g t h e r e l e v a n c e o f t h e s e f a c t s f o r 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g the K a s i n i m o i e t y system. 

I n Diagram I'O.l we i n d i c a t e a s e r i e s o f m a r r i a g e s v/hich 

o c c u r r e d around 1900. T h i s g e n e a l o g i c a l p r o f i l e i s a s y n t h e s i s 

o f how numerous i n d i v i d u a l s p e r c e i v e d the l i n k a g e s p o r t r a y e d and 

i n d i c a t e s o n l y some of the K a s i n i - m a r i t a l arrangements t h a t 

emerged a t t h i s t i m e . Vfe do n o t , i n everjr case, know the a c t u a l 

sequence i n v/hich t h e s e m a r r i a g e s took p l a c e , a l t h o u g h a few 

o l d e r i n f o r m a n t s were a b l e t o p r o v i d e a rough i n d i c a t i o n o f where 

th e y thought t h e s e p e o p l e l i v e d p r i o r to the m a r r i a g e o f the 
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e l d e s t s i b l i n g . Thus i n d i s c u s s i n g t h i s and o t h e r such diagrams 

we a r e a b l e t o make some r e f e r e n c e s t o Map s i x , on w h i c h i s 

superimposed a wide g r i d t o i n d i c a t e g e n e r a l a r e a s l i v e d i n and 

e x p l o i t e d by v a r i o u s p e o p l e around 1900. I n d o i n g t h i s , i t must 

be borne i n mind t h a t our knowledge o f t h i s p e r i o d i s r a t h e r 

vague and i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c and must be t r e a t e d as i n d i c a t i v e r a t h e r 

t h a n p r e c i s e l y e m p i r i c a l i n n a t u r e . T h i s g e n e r a l c h a r a c t e r o f 

o u r d a t a i s a l s o r e f l e c t e d i n t h e f a c t t h a t no s i n g l e i n f o r m a n t 

v/as a b l e t o d e s c r i b e i n t h e i r e n t i r e t y the v a r i o u s g e n e a l o g i c a l 

o u t l i n e s we d i s c u s s . 

Diagram 3gQl 

GENEALOGICAL PROFILE OF SOME KASINI MARRIAGES (c.1900) 

«K i p i i K ' 0' 

K4 PI P2 K l P3 K3 NI K2 N2 N3 01 N4 S i S2 

The l e t t e r above each i n d i v i d u a l o r s e t o f s i b l i n g s 

c o r r e s p o n d s t o one o f t h e l a r g e a r e a s on Map s i x i n w h i c h t h e s e 

p e o p l e l i v e d p r i o r t o the m a r r i a g e o f any o f them. U n l e s s i n d i c a t e d 

on the diagram, t h e r e i s no i m p l i c a t i o n t h a t t h o s e who a r e a s s o c i a t e 

w i t h t h e same t e r r i t o r y / - a r e o f c l o s e g e n e a l o g i c a l c o n n e c t i o n . 

The l e t t e r s r e f e r t o l a r g e t r a c t s o f l a n d and thus i n d i v i d u a l s 

P I , P2 l i v e d i n a r e a P as c h i l d r e n and a d o l e s c e n t s , i n d i v i d u a l s 

K l , K2, K3 l i v e d i n a r e a K p r i o r t o t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e m a r r i a g e s 

and so on. One can see from t h i s diagram t h a t around 1900 a 
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s e r i e s o f m a r i t a l l i n k a g e s t r a v e r s e d , the K a s i n i t e r r i t o r y from 

Prances l a k e to the then newly e s t a b l i s h e d t r a p p i n g p o s t a t the 

mouth o f Ross r i v e r . We- have, however, q u i t e a r b i t r a r i l y b r o k e n 

t h i s s e r i e s a t the c o n t r i v e d b o u n d a r i e s o f K a s i n i territory,? 1. 

M a r i t a l l i n k a g e s i n f a c t c o n t i n u e d s o u t h e a s t f r o m F r a n c e s l a k e 

down the F r a n c e s and L i a r d r i v e r s and extended n o r t h e a s t from 

Ross R i v e r ( t h e n known as .Fahahie House) down the ..Ee.lly i r . i v e r . 

Around 1900. i n d i v i d u a l s K l and.K2 were a d o l e s c e n t boys 

and K3, t h e i r s i s t e r , was s t i l l a 3/oung g i r l . They v/ere l i v i n g 

w i t h t h e i r p a r e n t s i n the s o u t h e r n p o r t i o n o f area, K n e a r the 

headwaters o f the H i s u t l i n r i v e r . T h e i r mother, who d i e d about 

t h i s t i m e , came from the r e g i o n s o u t h o f a r e a K and t h e i r f a t h e r 

( o r f a t h e r ' s mother) came from a r e a 0. A f t e r t h e d e a t h o f t h e 

mother t h e i r f a t h e r , who v/as known as a shaman, moved w i t h t h e 

c h i l d r e n towards th e P e l l y r i v e r . T h i s move corresponded w i t h 

and was p r o b a b l y i n f l u e n c e d by t h e newly e s t a b l i s h e d t r a p p i n g 

p o s t s on the upper P e l l y r i v e r . 

We a r e not c e r t a i n whether t h i s d o m e s t i c group made 

t h e i r move towards the P e l l y r i v e r i n the company of o t h e r s . 

W i t h i n f i v e y e a r s of t h e i r a r r i v a l i n the a r e a the f a t h e r o f 

K l , K2, and K3 had a r r a n g e d m a r r i a g e s f o r each o f them. The 

f i r s t o f t h e s e , K1=P3, c o n s t i t u t e d a l i n k betv/een the new a r r i v a l 

and some o f t h o s e v/ho i n h a b i t e d the g e n e r a l a r e a around the 

t r a p p i n g p o s t o f Ross R i v e r . There i s some i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h i s 

arrangement v/as f o r g e d on the b a s i s t h a t t h e f a t h e r o f K l would 

r e t a l i a t e w i t h s o r c e r y if h i s i n t e r e s t s i i i t h i s m a r r i a g e v/ere 
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not accomodated.- 1 About two years a f t e r t h i s marriage, the 

trapping post at P e l l y Panics was- re-established. At t h i s time 

the marriage of K2'=IT2 was arranged and the father of K3 went to 

l i v e with t h i s couple i n the northeastern sector of area K . 

The couple K1=P3 stayed i n area P and f o r some years continued to 

s e l l i t s furs at Ross River. Three years a f t e r the second 

marriage the marriage of K3 and Nl was arranged, and t h i s couple 

l i v e d i n the southeastern sector of area IT and sold i t s furs at 

P e l l y Bank. 

We can resume our story/ as K2=N2 were beginning to 

create a l l i a n c e s of t h e i r own, about 1920. At t h i s time K1=P3 

and K2-IT2 were l i v i n g i n the v i c i n i t y of P e l l y Banks. Por some 

years both had been out of contact with K3=N1, who were l i v i n g 

somewhere around Prances lake. V/e have no detailed knowledge 

of the actual movements of these three couples i n the period 

between t h e i r respective marriages and 1920. I t i s , however, 

clear that these were quite extensive, and a l l , i n d i v i d u a l l y 

or i n combination sold t h e i r furs at the trapping post of Ross 

River or the occasional posts of P e l l y Bank and Frances Lake. 

In the following tables of married couples and 

genealogical diagrams we have is o l a t e d , from the perspective of 

1. We have occasion to examine another, f u l l e r example of t h i s 
below. Our information does not indicate a dir e c t oral threat 
of sorcery i n t h i s case. The father's wishes were known, and 
i t was also known that he was a' powerful man — i n which case 
i t might simply have been rather threatening even to contemplate 
thwarting the wishes of such a man. Our informant,'who v/as 
the daughter of P3's older brother, was asked why P3 had 
not married one of her ( i . e . our informant's) mother's brothers, 
admittedly a leading question. At any rate, our informant 
rep l i e d that this v/as what had been wished, but that Kl's 
father was too strong and that nobody wanted any trouble. 
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K 2 - N 2 , t h e m a r i t a l c o n n e c t i o n s t h a t e x i s t e d between p a r t s o f 

th o s e a g g r e g a t e s t h a t f r e q u e n t e d the p o s t s o f Ross R i v e r , P e l l y 

Bank, and Prances Lake d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d 1 9 2 0 - 1 9 4 0 . I n d i v i d u a l s 

i n t he g e n e r a t i o n below K 2 - N 2 a r e c l a s s i f i e d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h such p o s t s . L i k e t h e r e g i o n a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

o f the s e n i o r g e n e r a t i o n , t h e l e t t e r s used p r o v i d e a rough 

t e m p o r a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f the s h i f t i n g o r i e n t a t i o n s t o o t h e r s 

t h a t o c c u r r e d . Thus, f o r example, t h e r e g i o n a l o p p o s i t i o n 7/N 

merged and became i r r e l e v a n t as i t v/as s u b s e q u e n t l y r e p l a c e d by 

the n a r r o w e r o p p o s i t i o n a f f o r d e d by r e f e r e n c e t o t r a p p i n g p o s t s 

w h i c h produced, i n t h i s case, P e l l y Bark p e o p l e ( B ) / R O S S R i v e r 

p e o p l e (R) and Prances Lake p e o p l e ( P ) / P e l l y Bank people (B) . 

Diagram IB. 2  

SOMB KASINI MARRIAGES ( 1 9 2 0 - 1 9 4 0 ) 

I . I i — — — I 

~6^I o=^6 H A A=A 
K4 \ PI P2 K l P3 K2 N2 K3 \ NI 

' B-' ' B1 ' B 1 ' F' 1F' 

W T V C - A 6 A A 6 A A 6 A^I o~to~ 
X R4 R5 R6 B4 B5 B6 B7 B8 B9 BIO B l l F l F2 F3 F4 F5 

i l i i 
R l l R12 R12 R14 
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Table Iff.2  

KASINI MARRIAGES (1920-1940) 

Ross "River p e o p l e / P e l l y Bank p e o p l e / 
P e l l y Bank p e o p l e Prances l a k e p e o p l e 

(1920-30) (1931-40) 

1) B4=R6 5)B8 = P 1 

2) B5=R11 6)B7 =P3 

3) B5=R13 7)B9 =P2 

4) B6=R12 8)B10=P4 

9)B11=P5 

S i n c e i t s i n c e p t i o n i n t h e e a r l y p a r t o f t h i s c e n t u r y 

t h e P e l l y Banks p o s t i n t e r m i t t e n t l y opened, and. c l o s e d a number o f 

t i m e s . A c c o r d i n g l y , v a r i o u s p e o p l e r a t h e r q u i c k l y moved i n t o and 

t h e n away from what c o u l d l o o s e l y be d e s c r i b e d as the h i n t e r l a n d 

o f the P e l l y Bank p o s t . The e x t e n t and r a p i d i t y o f t h e s e 

movements depended g r e a t l y on t h e f u r and game r e s o u r c e s a v a i l a b l e 

i n any g i v e n a r e a . Where t h e s e were m a r g i n a l the " p r o v i d e r s " 

i n a d o m e s t i c group would n o t h e s i t a t e t o i n i t i a t e an e x t e n s i v e 

move. But where they were abundant a d o m e s t i c group would s t a y 

put and, by a r r a n g i n g a m a r r i a g e , a c h i e v e a c c e s s t o a more remote 

t r a p p i n g p o s t . D u r i n g t h e p e r i o d 1920-30 i t v/as the l a t t e r 

c i r c u m s t a n c e w h i c h o b t a i n e d f o r t h e c o u p l e K2=N2; f o r a l t h o u g h 

t h e P e l l y Bank post was i n o p e r a t i o n t h r o u g h o u t most o f t h i s 

decade, i t v/as c l o s e d from 1917-21 and d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d K2«=N2 

were o b l i g e d t o s e l l t h e i r f u r s d i r e c t l y t o the f u r hayer a t 

Ross R i v e r . 

To ensure s a f e and independent a c c e s s i n t o the a r e a o f 

t h e Ross R i v e r p o s t , K2=N2 a r r a n g e d a m a r r i a g e w i t h K4=P1• T h i s 
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r e s u l t e d i n t h e young c o u p l e B4=R6 l i v i n g f o r a few y e a r s i n the 

v i c i n i t y o f Ross R i v e r w i t h the p a r e n t s o f R6. I n the i n t e r i m the 

P e l l y Bank p o s t had reopened, and R4, w i t h h e r spouse and h i s 

c h i l d r e n hj a f o r m e r m a r r i a g e , moved i n t o the v i c i n i t y o f Velly 

Bank and s u b s e q u e n t l y formed an a l l i a n c e w i t h K2=N2 t h r o u g h t h e 

m a r r i a g e B5=R11. Thus by 1924 the p e o p l e we are d i s c u s s i n g had 

become s p a t i a l l y r e a l i g n e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g manner: 

Diagram!'.). 3  

SOKE FERRIAGES BETWEEN "ROSS RIVER PEOPLE"  

AND "PELLY BANK PEOPLE" c .1924  

Ross R i v e r v i c i n i t y . P e l l y Bank v i c i n i t y 

O ^ ' A 
K4 PI 

Q = A 
N; K2 

r 
( 6-A 

R'6' B4 \ 

6 = A A 

B5 R l l B6 

/ 
/ 

^ R12 R 1 3 ' ^ 

S h o r t l y a f t e r h i s m a r r i a g e .Rll d i e d , and h i s w i f e , B5, 

r e - m a r r i e d h i s younger b r o t h e r R12. T h i s was soon f o l l o w e d by 

t h e m a r r i a g e s o f B6-R12, and b o t h o f t h e s e younger c o u n l e s remained 

i n the v i c i n i t y o f P e l l y Bank, when R5 and h e r spouse moved back, 

i n t o the Ross R i v e r a r e a around 1927. 

S h o r t l y b e f o r e o r a f t e r t h i s move, K4 and P I b o t h d i e d , 

and the couple B4-R6, w i t h t h e i r young son and the youngest 
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u n m a r r i e d s i s t e r o f R6, moved i n t o t h e v i c i n i t y o f P e l l y Bank. 

Thus by 1927 or 1928 t h e s e p e o p l e had a g a i n become s p a t i a l l y 

r e a l i g n e d : 

Diagram 10. 4  

SOME MARRIAGES BETWEEN ROSS RIVER PEOPLE 

•ID PELLY BANK PEOPLE c.1928 

P e l l y Bank v i c i n i t y Ross R i v e r v i c i n i t y 

K4 | P I 

# = A = 0 

_L _Lf. 
l r 

O - A 
N 2 I K 2 

o 6 — A $=6=. A A=o 
R6 B4 R l l B5 R13 B6 B12 

A 

D u r i n g t h i s decade numerous o t h e r m a r r i a g e s v/ere a r r a n g e d 

between those around P e l l y Bank and Ross R i v e r and t h e s e a l s o 

v/ere a t t e n d e d by the same k i n d o f back and f o r t h movements o f 

p e o p l e . I t v/ould t h u s be i m p o s s i b l e to g i v e any g e n e r a l p i c t u r e 

o f who v/as c a t e g o r i z i n g whom by what " o t h e r people*' name; f o r , 

s o c i a l l y s p e a k i n g , p e o p l e v/ere c o n s t a n t l y r e c e d i n g o r a d v a n c i n g , 

so t h a t f o r any i n d i v i d u a l o r m a r i t a l u n i t t h e r e v/ould always 

be some on t h e verge o f becoming e i t h e r "my p e o p l e " o r " o t h e r p e o p l e " 

There was no s p e c i f i c l a p s e o f t i m e , p r e c i s e d i s t a n c e , o r g e n e r a l l y 

r e c o g n i z e d t o p o g r a p h i c f e a t u r e t h a t i n d i c a t e d when a c a t e g o r y 

s h i f t from "us"to "them" was w a r r a n t e d . I n the examples we have 

been d i s c u s s i n g , c e r t a i n l y t h e s e b o u n d a r i e s became v e r y u n c l e a r 
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f o r many, and f o r the c o u p l e B4»E6, d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , a l l o f 

th o s e i n the above tv/o diagrams v/ere c a t e g o r i z e d as "my p e o p l e " 

r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e i r c u r r e n t r e s i d e n c e l o c a l e . 

Towards t h e end o f t h e 1920's the a r e a w i t h i n a 20 -30 

m i l e r a d i u s o f P e l l y Bank was becoming o v e r - t r a p p e d , and t h e 

h i n t e r l a n d o f t h i s p o s t began t o grow as the K a s i n i s p r e a d out 

i n t h e i r s e a r c h f o r b e t t e r t r a p p i n g a r e a s . These moves c o i n c i d e d , 

a t l e a s t i n t h i s a r e a o f the Yukon, w i t h the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 

ou t - b o a r d motors and commercial a i r f r e i g h t i n g . The former 

a l l o w e d K a s i n i t o t a k e s u p p l i e s up r i v e r from P e l l y Bank d u r i n g 

t h e summer months. Among tho s e who d i d t h i s v/ere B4=H6. The 

l a t t e r a l l o w e d f u r buyers to c o n s i d e r e s t a b l i s h i n g p o s t s i n a r e a s 

w h i c h had p r e v i o u s l y been out o f r e a c h because o f the h i g h c o s t 

c o s t o f p a c k i n g i n s u p p l i e s t o p l a c e s i n a c c e s s i b l e by/ v/ater. 

The f i r s t o f t h e new p o s t s t o be e s t a b l i s h e d was a t P r a n c e s l a k e ^ 

and t h o s e who were by t h e n i n t h e s o u t h e a s t e r n h i n t e r l a n d o f 

the P e l l y Bank p o s t s u d d e n l y found t h e m s e l v e s c l o s e r t o a new 

t r a p p i n g p o s t . Among t h e s e were t h e couple K2=H2. 

The m a r r i a g e s t h a t K2=N2 a r r a n g e d w i t h those i n the 

Pra n c e s Lake r e g i o n began w i t h K3=H1. These tv/o c o u p l e s comprised 

2. T h i s p o s t has been i n o p e r a t i o n i n the e a r l y p a r t o f the 
c e n t u r y but i t had t u r n e d out t o be e c o n o m i c a l l y u n v i a b l e 
because o f the h i g h c o s t s o f s h i p p i n g s u p p l i e s by h o r s e pack. 
However, i t v/as i n t e r m i t t e n t l y opened f o r a few'years a t a 
time betv/een 1910-30. Between t i m e s the I n d i a n p e o p l e i n ' the 
a r e a s o l d . t h e i r f u r s a t Lower P o s t . T h i s i n v o l v e d a l e i s u r e l y 
down r i v e r t r i p by r a f t i n the e a r l y summer, d u r i n g w h i c h t h e y 
s h o t , d r i e d and cached what moose they c o u l d f o r t h e r e t u r n 
t r i p . Very o c c a s i o n a l l y some o b t a i n e d h o r s e s t o a s s i s t i n 
p a c k i n g back t h e s u p p l i e s . 



350 

p a i r s o f o p p o s i t e sex s i b l i n g s ( i . e . , K2, K3, and NI, N2), who 

p r e v i o u s l y had shared d o m e s t i c groups i n a r e a s K and II r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n the p r e c e d i n g decade t h e s e two c o u p l e s had met 

i n f r e q u e n t l y and t h e r e i s some e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e y had come to 

use " o t h e r p e o p l e " names i n r e f e r e n c e to each o t h e r . ^ They t h u s 

had good r e a s o n t o reduce t h e s o c i a l d i s t a n c e between t h e m s e l v e s 

by a r r a n g i n g the m a r r i a g e B8=F1. For K2=N2 t h i s arrangement a l s o 

f u n c t i o n e d as a l i a i s o n t o p r i o r a c q u a i n t a n c e s o f K3=N1 and i t was 

t h i s " f r i e n d s o f f r i e n d s " a pproach t h a t promoted the m a r r i a g e 

B7=F3 a f t e r t h e death o f F3's f i r s t husband. 

In about 1934 the p o s t o f P e l l y Bank was c l o s e d , and 

a new p o s t a t P e l l y l a k e s was opened. ' . T h i s s t i m u l a t e d a move 

i n t o t h i s a r e a on the p a r t o f p e o p l e from Frances l a k e and P e l l y 

Bank, and d u r i n g the s i x o r seven y e a r s t h a t t h i s p o s t was i n 

o p e r a t i o n t h e r e was c o n s i d e r a b l e movement back and f o r t h between 

F r a n c e s l a k e and P e l l y l a k e s . During t h i s p e r i o d the m a r r i a g e s 

o f B9=F2, B10=F4 and B11 =F5 a l l took p l a c e . 

As World War Two began, the P e l l y l a k e s p o s t was c l o s e d 

down and P e l l y Banks reopened and s t a y e d open u n t i l 1949. 

D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d a g r e a t d e a l o f e r r a t i c movement began t o 

o c c u r as news o f the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the A l a s k a highway and 

Canol road a t t r a c t e d the c u r i o u s , e i t h e r s o u t h e a s t towards t h e 

new highway town o f Watson l a k e o r n o r t h w e s t towards Ross R i v e r . 

I n Ross R i v e r t h e pr e s e n c e o f ea r t h - m o v i n g machinery and o v e r a 

3. The co u p l e K2-N2 were n o t i n f o r m a n t s , but some o f t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n were and i t i s from the way t h e y c a t e g o r i z e d N3=N1 
( i n t h i s case as "Frances l a k e p e o p l e " ) t h a t we i n f e r a 
r e c o g n i t i o n o f d i s t a n c e on the p a r t o f t h e c o u p l e s i n the 
s e n i o r g e n e r a t i o n . 
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thousand men i n v a r i o u s c o n s t r u c t i o n camps v/as c u r i o u s i t y enough, 

but t o t h i s s p e c t a c l e t h e r e v/ere added the a t t r a c t i o n s o f g a m b l i n g , 

b o o t l e g g e d b e e r , and cheap commodities. There v/as a l s o p a r t -

time employment and the o p p o r t u n i t y t o e x p l o i t the v a s t r e f u s e 

dumps produced by t h e s e newcomers who, i n 1945, went away as 

m y s t e r i o u s l y as t h e y had a r r i v e d a few y e a r s b e f o r e . 

V i r t u a l l y / a l l t h e K a s i n i had v i s i t e d e i t h e r Ross R i v e r 

o r Watson Lake d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , and most d i d so a number o f 

t i m e s . A few women m a r r i e d American s o l d i e r s and l e f t t h e a r e a 

e n t i r e l y ; o t h e r s s i m p l y n e v e r r e t u r n e d from Watson Lake. Those 

who r e t u r n e d t o t h e i r customary a c t i v i t i e s o f h u n t i n g and 

t r a p p i n g had to contend w i t h a d e c l i n i n g f u r market. But s i n c e 

v i r t u a l l y a l l K a s i n i had been drawn t o g e t h e r w h i l e w a t c h i n g t h e 

a c t i v i t i e s o f the American E n g i n e e r i n g Corps t h e r e d e v e l o p e d 

a t t h i s t i m e an uncommonly broad and d i r e c t knowledge o f many 

who had p r e v i o u s l y been known as " o t h e r p e o p l e " . T h i s f a c i l i t a t e d 

subsequent movement th r o u g h o u t t h e a r e a , and between 1943-49 

t h e K a s i n i moved f r e e l y between Ross R i v e r , P e l l y Bank and 

P r a n c e s L a k e . ^ 

I n 1950 the P e l l y Lakes p o s t re-opened and P e l l y Bank 

c l o s e d f o r t h e l a s t t i m e . The Prances Lake p o s t v/as a l s o c l o s e d 

d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . I n 1951 the f u r b uyers c o u l d no l o n g e r 

r e a l i z e a p r o f i t and a d v i s e d t h e i r Kasini p a t r o n s t h a t the P e l l y 

Lakes p o s t v/ould be c l o s e d a t t h e end o f the season. To t h e 

s o u t h e a s t the c l o s e s t f u r buyer v/as i n Watson Lake 15^ m i l e s 

4. The P r a n c e s Lake p o s t was c l o s e d d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , but K a s i n i 
n e v e r t h e l e s s t r a p p e d arid hunted i n the a r e a . 
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away. Ross R i v e r i t s e l f v/as o ver 90 m i l e s away. Thus i f the 

K a s i n i w i shed t o c o n t i n u e t r a p p i n g i n the..area around P e l l y l a k e s 

t h e y would have been o b l i g e d t o t r a v e l l o n g d i s t a n c e s t o s e l l 

f u r s w h i c h were r a p i d l y d e c r e a s i n g i n v a l u e . The;; c o u l d have 

moved c l o s e r t o such p l a c e s but due t o t h e d w i n d l i n g number o f 

t r a p p i n g p o s t s g e n e r a l l y , p e o p l e v/ere b e g i n n i n g t o congregate 

i n t h o s e t h a t remained and, i n t h e case o f Ross R i v e r , h u n t i n g 

and t r a p p i n g p r o s p e c t s v/ere becoming s e r i o u s l y l i m i t e d . But f o r 

the K a s i n i a t P e l l y l a k e s t h e r e was a t h i r d a l t e r n a t i v e and i t i s 

t h i s , as a f i n a l i l l u s t r a t i o n , t h a t v/e v/ould now l i k e t o d e s c r i b e . 

About 50 m i l e s n o r t h e a s t o f P e l l y l a k e s an independent 

f u r buyer had e s t a b l i s h e d the Sheldon l a k e p o s t i n the 1930's. 

T h i s e n t e r p r i s e was e v e n t u a l l y bought and r u n by t h e same comnany 

t h a t o p e r a t e d the P e l l y l a k e s , P e l l y Bank, and Ross R i v e r p o s t s . 

The Sheldon Lake p o s t was not p a t r o n i z e d by the K a s i n i ; i t was 

p a t r o n i z e d by thos e whom the K a s i n i r e f e r r e d t o as "Mackenzie 

p e o p l e " . These v/ere i n f a c t a m i x t u r e o f Tutchone and Mount a i n 

s p e a k e r s who had p e r p e t u a t e d m a r r i a g e t i e s s i n c e t h e e a r l ; / p a r t 

o f the c e n t u r y . They had f r e q u e n t e d t r a p p i n g p o s t s on the up p e r 

M a c m i l l a n r i v e r and o c c a s i o n a l l y made e x t e n s i v e t r i p s t o e i t h e r 

P o r t Norman on the Mackenzie r i v e r o r p o r t S e l k i r k n e a r the mouth 

o f the P e l l y r i v e r . S i n c e about 1910 th e s e p e o p l e had seldom 

v i s i t e d Ross R i v e r and had n o t v e n t u r e d i n t o any a r e a on the 

upper P e l l y r i v e r . U n t i l the 1940's t h e y were accustomed t o 

r e f e r r i n g t o a l l t h o s e i n the r e g i o n o f the upper P e l l y as na-'kavVv., 

a word t h a t i s almost i d e n t i c a l i n meaning to the K a s i n i word 

no' KO>n'i» . I n s h o r t , the r e l a t i v e p r o x i m i t y o f thos e a t 

P e l l y Lakes and thos e a t Sheldon Lake d i d n o t r e f l e c t the extreme 
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case i t was not s i m p l y a m a t t e r o f a c q u a i n t a n c e o r i t s l a c k ; 

t h e r e were a l s o r e c o g n i z e d d i f f e r e n c e s o f d i a l e c t and custom, 

w h i c h a b e t t e d t h e i r r e c i p r o c a l sense o f " o t h e r n e s s " .. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n 1951, the K a s i n i a t P e l l y l a k e s v/ere 

f a c e d by a no means accommodating s e t o f c i r c u m s t a n c e s . The a r e a 

w h i c h t h e y were e x p l o i t i n g around P e l l y Lakes v/as s t i l l p r o d u c t i v e 

and t h e even topography a c r o s s t o Sheldon Lake p r o v i d e d q u i c k 

and c o n v e n i e n t a c c e s s t o a f u r b u y e r . The r o u t e t o Ross R i v e r 

was a l m o s t t w i c e as f a r , and t h e r e were rumours t h a t the moose 

p o p u l a t i o n was d e c r e a s i n g i n t h a t a r e a . The r o u t e t o Watson 

Lake was not o n l y l o n g and d i f f i c u l t - ; t h e r e was no way i n w h i c h 

s u p p l i e s c o u l d be brought back t o the P e l l y Lakes r e g i o n i n 

adequate amounts. On the f a c e o f i t , t h e r e f o r e , s t a y i n g - where 

th e y were and r e o r i e n t i n g themselves towards the Sheldon Lake 

p o s t was the most o b v i o u s s o l u t i o n , t o t h e i r problem. They o v e r 

came the d i f f i c u l t i e s i n h e r e n t i n the extreme s o c i a l d i s t a n c e 

i n v o l v e d by a r r a n g i n g a m a r r i a g e w i t h t h e p e o p l e a t Sheldon Lake. 

Among the K a s i n i a t P e l l y Lakes t h e r e v/as a shaman who, 

i n 1951, v/as l i v i n g i n an a r e a about twenty m i l e s out o f P e l l y 

Lakes i n a l m o s t a d i r e c t l i n e w i t h the Sheldon Lake p o s t . I t 

v/as t h i s man who v/as l a r g e l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r overcoming the 

r e s i s t a n c e o f t h e s o - c a l l e d S h e l d o n Lake p e o p l e t o t h e p r o p o s a l 

o f an a r r a n g e d m a r r i a g e . Those a t Sheldon Lake had a l r e a d y well 

d e v e l o p e d t i e s w i t h t h e i r former a s s o c i a t e s on the N o r t h 

M a c m i l l a n r i v e r . A f t e r the c l o s e o f the t r a p p i n g posts i n t h a t 

a r e a some' o f the p e o p l e went t o Sheldon Lake, but most of them 

went e i t h e r t o S e l k i r k o r P o r t Norman. I n any case, d u r i n g the 
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1940's those a t Sheldon l a k e had managed to s u s t a i n r e l a t i o n s by 

c r e a t i n g m a r r i a g e s v / i t h t h e s e p e o p l e , and even i n 1948 t h e r e 

v/ere s t i l l p e o p l e t r a v e l l i n g on f o o t o r by dog team and toboggan 

a l o n g the Canol road between Sheldon l a k e and P o r t Norman. 

R e l a t i v e t o t h e s o c i a l d i s t a n c e t h e y f e l t towards the P e l l y Lakes 

p e o p l e , who, as r W V v a r u , c o u l d h a r d l y have been more remote, 

the Sheldon Lake p e o p l e s t i l l r e t a i n e d c l o s e t i e s w i t h t h o s e i n 

P o r t Norman. Consequently, v/hen, i n 1951, some P e l l y Lakes 

p e o p l e went t o Sheldon Lake and attem p t e d t o a r r a n g e a m a r r i a g e , 

t h e Sheldon Lake p e o p l e t r i e d t o a v o i d t h e s e o v e r t u r e s by c l a i m i n g 

t h a t t h e y had a l r e a d y made commitments t o o t h e r s i n P o r t Norman. 

At f i r s t t h i s r e s u l t e d i n a s t a l e m a t e , w h i c h i n t u r n r e s u l t e d i n 

the m u l t i c e p h a l o u s a g g r e g a t e o f domesti c groups a t P e l l y Lakes 

o r g a n i z i n g t hemselves t o b r i n g about a commonly d e s i r e d end. 

I n the f o l l o w i n g g e n e a l o g i c a l diagram and t a b l e o f m a r r i a g e s we 

p r e s e n t the r e s u l t s o f t h e s e e f f o r t s : 

Liagraml'Q.5  

SOME KASINI MARRIAGES (1951-56)  
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Table ¥ > 3  

KA SI I:TI. MPuRIAGrSS (1951-5 6) 

(c.1 9 5 1 - 5 3 ) (c.1 9 5 4 - 5 6 ) 

1) S9 =13 4)S5 =17 

2) S11=I1 5)S8 =12 

3) S'12=L5 6)S4 =14 

7)310=16 

I n the v i c i n i t y o f P e l l y Lakes i n 1951 t h e r e were t h r e e 

men and one woman ( i . e . , L 3 , L I , L5 and L4) who ••were:: m a r r i g e a b l e . 

The Sheldon Lake, p e o p l e had o n l y one m a r r i a g e a b l e young man 

( i . e . , S 9 ) « The P e l l y Lakes p e o p l e t h e r e f o r e had no r e c o u r s e 

but to attempt to a r r a n g e the m a r r i a g e S9=I3. The p a r e n t s o f L3 

v/ere not a b l e t o a r r a n g e t h i s t h e m s e l v e s , and t h e i r a t t e m p t s t o 

do so were t u r n e d down a number o f t i m e s by S1=S2. O t h e r s spoke 

on t h e i r b e h a l f , and among t h e s e , a c c o r d i n g t o o u r i n f o r m a n t 

S9, was t h e P e l l y Lakes shaman 3 4 . These r e q u e s t s v/ent on f o r 

some months b e f o r e t h e Sheldon Lake p e o p l e c a p i t u l a t e d and a l l o w e d 

t h e m a r r i a g e S9=h3 t o o c c u r . The r e a s o n they d i d so v/as t h a t t h e y 

had been t o l d t h a t B4 v/as g o i n g t o t r y t o harm them t h r o u g h 

s o r c e r y i f t h e y d i d n o t a c q u i e s c e . 

I t i s p l a i n f r om t h i s t h a t • a c a t e g o r y l i k e " P e l l y Lake 

p e o p l e " w h i c h v/as u s u a l l y a p p l i e d e x t e r n a l l y t o a l o c a l i z e d 

a g g r e g a t e , c o u l d , as i n t h i s case, r e f e r t o a l o o s e l y / i n t e g r a t e d 

group o f people c a p a b l e o f c o l l e c t i v e p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . Such 

p o l i t i c a l i n t e g r i t y was, however, s h o r t l i v e d , and as soon as 

one m a r r i a g e had been a r r a n g e d , the Sheldon Lake p e o p l e seemed 
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t o have e n t i r e l y g i v e n up t h e i r i n t e r e s t s i n t h e i r f o r m e r 

a s s o c i a t e s a t S e l k i r k and P o r t Norman. Ot h e r m a r r i a g e s o c c u r r e d 

e a s i l y . I n t h i s way t h e f l e e t i n g coherence o f the P e l l y l a k e s 

p e o p l e i n t h e i r o p p o s i t i o n to t h o s e a t Sheldon l a k e q u i c k l y 

began to d i s s i p a t e as subsequent m a r r i a g e s were a r r a n g e d . 

L i k e most m a r r i a g e s t h a t K a s i n i a r r a n g e d , the s t r a t e g i c 

advantages o f those w i t h the Sheldon Lake p e o p l e v/ere s h o r t 

l i v e d . I n 1953 t h e Sheldon Lake p o s t v/as abandoned. Some o f 

t h e K a s i n i from th e P e l l y Lakes a r e a moved back t o t h e P r ances 

Lake p o s t , w h i c h was opened b r i e f l y i n 1953-54. When t h i s p o s t 

a l s o c l o s e d down, t h e s e p e o p l e moved t o t h e A l a s k a highway n e a r 

Watson l a k e . The o t h e r s , a l o n g w i t h t h e i r r e c e n t a s s o c i a t e s o f 

Sheldon Lake, moved i n t o Ross R i v e r , w h i c h was t h e l a s t r e m a i n i n g 

s u p p l y p o s t on t h e upper P e l l y . 

The f o r e g o i n g p r o v i d e s an o v e r v i e w o f t h e movements and 

a s s o c i a t i o n s i n w h i c h some K a s i n i were i n v o l v e d between 1900 and 

1951. Each g e n e a l o g i c a l c h a r t r e f l e c t s t h e k i n d s o f o p p o s i t i o n s 

t h a t e x i s t e d betv/een p e o p l e from d i f f e r e n t a r e a s a t c e r t a i n 

p e r i o d s . I t a l s o i l l u s t r a t e s how t h e s e o p p o s i t i o n s c o u l d merge 

and, under c e r t a i n c o n d i t i o n s , the t e n s i o n c r e a t e d by a c o n f r o n t a 

t i o n with:istrange and u n f a m i l i a r p e o p l e c o u l d c o l l a p s e and be 

r e - o r d e r e d i n terms o f a d i f f e r e n t framework o f c a t e g o r i e s . . T h i s 

f a c t i s r e f l e c t e d i n the d i f f e r e n t ways v/e have c l a s s i f i e d p e o p l e 

i n t h e s e g e n e a l o g i c a l c h a r t s . Thus the r e g i o n a l d i f f e r e n c e s 

betv/een p e o p l e from K a r e a and P a r e a ( o r K a r e a and N a r e a , e t c . ) 

c o u l d merge and become r e p l a c e d by a new l o c a l i t y / d e s i g n a t i o n , 

e.g. "B" ( P e l l y Bank) o r "F" ( F r a n c e s L a k e ) , w h i c h , f o r some, 
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i n t h e i r t u r n merged to become "L" ( P e l l y l a k e s ) as opposed, f o r 

example, t o "S" ( S h e l d o n l a k e ) . By t r a c i n g t h e s e movements and 

a s s o c i a t i o n s o f p e o p l e t h r o u g h t i m e , i t becomes c l e a r t h a t j u s t 

as some o p p o s i t i o n s between s t r a n g e r s c o u l d d i s s i p a t e and merge, 

so too f a m i l i a r s became s e p a r a t e d and g r a d u a l l y opposed as s t r a n g e r s 

t o each o t h e r . Consequently, those K a s i n i and t h e i r descendants 

who came from a r e a R around 1900 g r a d u a l l y moved i n and out o f 

each o t h e r s ' ambience as t h e y pursued t h e i r own i n t e r e s t s , and i n 

subsequent decades t h e y r e - c a t e g o r i z e d each o t h e r i n accordance 

w i t h t h e s e s h i f t i n g i n v o l v e m e n t s . 

The sequence o f cases we d i s c u s s e d v/ere s e l e c t e d because 

t h e y so c l e a r l y c o r r e s p o n d e d v / i t h the emergence o f t r a i n i n g p o s t s 

and g a i n i n g s o c i a l a c c e s s t o t h e s e p o s t s . However, i t must n o t 

be c o n c l u d e d from t h i s s i n g l e sequence t h a t t r a p p i n g p o s t s were 

t h e o n l y c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r , as we d i s c u s s e d i n Chapter two, 

a c c e s s t o h u n t i n g a r e a s was a l s o i m p o r t a n t . T h e r e f o r e , s i m p l y 

because t h e m a t e r i a l we p r e s e n t emphasizes r e l a t i o n s between peop l e 

around d i f f e r e n t p o s t s , i t s h o u l d not be thought t h a t the p a t r o n s 

o f a s p e c i f i c p o s t f u n c t i o n e d as an exogamous u n i t . When, m a t e r i a l 

and economic c i r c u m s t a n c e s v/ere s u f f i c i e n t l y s t a b l e so t h a t no 

one was s e e k i n g s o c i a l a c c e s s t o an a r e a i n h a b i t e d by s t r a n g e r s , 

t h e n m a r r i a g e s c o u l d and d i d o c c u r between those who v/ere w e l l 

a c q u a i n t e d . N e v e r t h e l e s s , s i n c e 1900 the goods t h a t v/ere a c q u i r e d 

from t r a p p i n g p o s t s d i d become i n c r e a s i n g l y i m p o r t a n t t o the 

K a s i n i , and a f t e r 1920 they d i d b e g i n t o respond more r a p i d l y 

t o a r e a f l u c t u a t i o n s i n f u r r e s o u r c e s . A c c o r d i n g l y the v e l o c i t y 

w i t h v/hich they engaged and disengaged, t h e m s e l v e s from each 

o t h e r was i n c r e a s e d , and, f o r many, no a s s o c i a t i o n v / i t h a 
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p a r t i c u l a r t r a p p i n g p o s t v/as s u s t a i n e d f o r v e r y l o n g . 5 

T h i s r a p i d movement and the i n e v i t a b l e s e p a r a t i o n s t h a t 

i t e n t a i l e d posed a s p e c i a l k i n d o f problem f o r K a s i n i , one t h a t 

c e n t e r e d on s h i f t i n g s o c i a l i d e n t i t y . V/e saw i n the p r e v i o u s 

c h a p t e r t h a t f r e q u e n c y of i n t e r a c t i o n i n f l u e n c e d K a s i n i e x p e r i e n c e 

o f s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p , and t h a t K a s i n i r e s o l v e d the problem o f 

f a m i l i a r s becoming s t r a n g e r s and s t r a n g e r s becoming f a m i l i a r s 

by employing d i f f e r e n t frameworks o f s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s . I t i s 

now c l e a r .that changes i n m a t e r i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s c o u l d f o r c e 

s t r a n g e r s i n t o p r o x i m i t y . The d i s c r e p a n c y between f e l t d i s t a n c e 

and s p a t i a l d i s t a n c e v/as r e s o l v e d i n many such cases by p r o v i d e r s , 

who v/ere s t r a n g e r s , a r r a n g i n g a m a r r i a g e betv/een t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 

dependents. T h i s had t h e r e s u l t o f b l u r r i n g a "my p e o p l e " / 

" o t h e r p e o p l e " o p p o s i t i o n and a l s o , by i m p l i c a t i o n , any sharp 

d i f f e r e n c e o f economic i n t e r e s t s t h a t v/ere thought to o b t a i n 

betv/een t h o s e who had p r e v i o u s l y been s e p a r a t e d but who c u r r e n t l y 

s h a r ed the same domesti c group. 

The g e n e r a l i m p r e s s i o n from the e v i d e n c e we have 

p r e s e n t e d above i s t h a t a m a r r i e d c o u p l e , who were p r o v i d e r s , 

5. A t any time t h e r e v/ere always t h o s e who c o u l d be c l a s s i f i e d 
as " o t h e r p e o p l e " i n a number o f d i f f e r e n t ways by p a t r o n s ' 
o f the same t r a p p i n g p o s t . F o r i n s t a n c e , d u r i n g a p e r i o d o f 
about-seven y e a r s d u r i n g the 1930's one c o u p l e and t h e i r 
"dependents" l i v e d i n a r e g i o n almost e q u i d i s t a n t from the 
P e l l y l a k e s p o s t and the F r a n c e s l a k e p o s t i n t h e v i c i n i t y 
o f a l a r g e l a k e . They i r r e g u l a r l y s o l d t h e i r f u r s a t e i t h e r 
p o s t , a n d f o r a y e a r a t a time t h e y would be absent from one 
p o s t o r the o t h e r . There were t h o s e more c o n s i s t e n t l y 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h b o t h p l a c e s who c o n s i d e r e d t h e s e p e o p l e "my 
p e o p l e " and r e f e r r e d to them w i t h k i n t erms. There were 
o t h e r s who r e f e r r e d t o them e i t h e r as "Prances Pake p e o p l e " 
o r " P e l l y l a k e s p e o p l e " and s t i l l o t h e r s who r e f e r r e d to them 

•by r e f e r e n c e t o the l a k e near w h i c h t h e y h a b i t u a l l y l i v e d . 
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moved f r e q u e n t l y and e x p l o i t e d many d i f f e r e n t a r e a s i n t h e i r 

e f f o r t s t o accommodate s h i f t i n g f o o d and f u r r e s o u r c e s . S o c i a l 

t i e s between s t r a n g e r s v/ere c r e a t e d by a r r a n g i n g m a r r i a g e s and" as 

r e s u l t m a r r i a g e a b l e dependents were d e p l o y e d , as i t were, around 

t h e t e r r i t o r y as p r o v i d e r s pursued t h e i r economic c o n c e r n s . T h i s 

had the r e s u l t o f f r a c t u r i n g d o m e s t i c group membership and we 

would now l i k e t o examine t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h i s f r a c t u r i n g 

i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g the s o c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e o f the K a s i n i m o i e t y 

system. 

I n a r e c e n t s y n o p s i s o f the c u l t u r e s o f t h e w e s t e r n 

s u b a r c t i c , Eggan has w r i t t e n , 

"The u t i l i z a t i o n o f t h e p o t l a t c h as the mechanism f o r 
t r a d i n g l e d to the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f s e v e r a l o f the i n t e r i o r 
groups on t h e model o f t h e i r Northwest Coast n e i g h b o r s , so 
t h a t t h e y came to have a m a t r i l i n e a l m o i e t y o r g a n i z a t i o n and 
i n t e r m a r r i e d t o some e x t e n t v / i t h the T l i n g i t and r e l a t e d g r o u p s . 
I n t h i s p r o c e s s ... the m a t r i l i n e a l m o i e t y p a t t e r n s and c r o s s -
c o u s i n m a r r i a g e s p r e a d as f a r as the Kaska ... ( a l t h o u g h ) t h e r e 
i s e v i d e n c e t h a t d u r i n g much o f t h e y e a r t h e s e e l a b o r a t i o n s v/ere 
i n abeyance, as the v a r i o u s ( i n l a n d ) bands moved s e a s o n a l l y to 
e x p l o i t l i m i t e d f o o d r e s o u r c e s " (Eggan, 1968:187). 

There i s i n f a c t v e r y l i t t l e e v i d e n c e t o s u p p o r t Eggan's 

sweeping a s s e r t i o n t h a t m a t r i l i n e a l m o i e t y o r g a n i z a t i o n o r i g i n a t e d 

on the c o a s t and s u b s e q u e n t l y s p r e a d to i n l a n d Athapaskans i n a 

more o r l e s s d i s s i p a t e d form. T h i s does n o t den;/ the l i m i t e d 

t r u t h o f h i s o p i n i o n , w h i c h i s a l s o shared by o t h e r s ( c f . J e n n e s s , 

1932; Honigmann,1954), f o r t h e r e i s e v i d e n c e t h a t among some 

Athapaskan s p e a k e r s a form o f d u a l o r g a n i z a t i o n d i d emerge o n l y 

a f t e r c o n t a c t w i t h c o a s t a l p e o p l e s . What we v/ould l i k e to q u a l i f y 

and examine more c l o s e l y i s t h e a s s e r t i o n t h a t t h e exemplary 

f o r m o f d u a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i s to be found o n l y on t h e c o a s t , 

because t h e r e i s e v i d e n c e t h a t among some i n l a n d p e o p l e s a m o i e t y 
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system e x i s t e d i n a b o r i g i n a l t i m e s ( F i e l d , 1957; Honigmann,1954:88). 

Our K a s i n i e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s , f u r t h e r m o r e , t h a t the Athapaskan 

m o i e t y system i s q u a l i t a t i v e l y q u i t e d i f f e r e n t from a n y t h i n g 

t h a t e x i s t e d on the c o a s t . I n t h e f o l l o w i n g e x a m i n a t i o n we v/ould 

l i k e t o show how m i s l e a d i n g i s t h e broad taxonomic c l a s s "moiety 

system" when a t t e m p t i n g t o u n d e r s t a n d c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s and 

s i m i l a r i t i e s betv/een K a s i n i and t h e i r n e i g h b o r s to t h e west. 

We may b e g i n by i s o l a t i n g those f e a t u r e s t h a t Eggan r 

a n d . o t h e r s ^ have emphasized i n d e s c r i b i n g t h e d u a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 

o f t h e T l i n g i t , s i n c e i t i s t h e s e p e o p l e , more th a n any o t h e r , 

v/ho a r e c r e d i t e d w i t h p r o v i d i n g the model upon w h i c h i s based 

t h e m o i e t y system o f i n l a n d A thapaskan s p e a k e r s i n t h e s o u t h e r n 

Yukon. 

T l i n g i t s o c i e t y v/as d i v i d e d i n t o m a t r i l i n e a l exogamous 

m o i e t i e s c a l l e d Wolf and Raven. The p o p u l a t i o n v/as d i v i d e d 

i n t o l o c a l groups t h a t l i v e d i n w i n t e r v i l l a g e s and u s e d 

p a r t i c u l a r t e r r i t o r i e s f o r e x p l o i t i n g raw m a t e r i a l s . Each v i l l a g e 

v/as comprised o f a number o f houses and each house was owned by a 

l o c a l segment o f one o f the. moietie.'s. A house v/as owned and 

o c c u p i e d by men r e l a t e d t h r o u g h the m a t r i l i n e . The a l i g n m e n t 

o f males i n a p a r t i c u l a r house was a c h i e v e d by a r u l e o f avuncu-

l o c a l r e s i d e n c e . Each house was d i s t i n g u i s h e d by ownership o f 

c r e s t s and by p r i v i l e g e d r i g h t s to p l o t s o f l a n d and f i s h i n g 

s i t e s . Household members a l s o r e c o g n i z e d a c h i e f v/ho e x e r c i z e d 

some a u t h o r i t y over them c o n c e r n i n g the d i s p o s a l arid use o f 

6. c f . K r a u s e , 1"95_5 jj o n e s , 1914; Delaguna, 1972. 
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p r o p e r t y and who f u n c t i o n e d as a spokesman and house l e a d e r on 

c e r e m o n i a l o c c a s i o n s . I n h e r i t a n c e o f property?" r i g h t s and s u c c e s s i o n 

t o h i g h o f f i c e by the men o f a house was reckoned t h r o u g h t h e 

m a t r i l i n e . Consequently men r e l a t e d m a t r i l i n e a l l y and a s s o c i a t e d 

v / i t h a. p a r t i c u l a r house v/ere a b l e to work t o g e t h e r in. managing 

t h e c o r p o r a t e a s s e t s o f t h e i r h o u s e h o l d . 

The c o m p o s i t i o n o f a T l i n g i t v i l l a g e , t h e r e f o r e , i n c l u d e d 

two s e t s o f houses, each s e t a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a m o i e t y . These 

d i f f e r e n t s e t s exchanged w i v e s and s e r v i c e s , and engaged i n 

c e r e m o n i a l exchanges o f p r o p e r t y on the occa-sion o f d e a t h and 

marria-ge. R e g a r d i n g t h e m a r r i a g e o f Y a k u t a t T l i n g i t , f o r i n s t a n c e , 

De l a g u n a w r i t e s t h a t , 

"Whenever p o s s i b l e t h e r e v/as ... an exchange o f g i f t s ... 
(and) a l t h o u g h m a r r i a g e was i m p o r t a n t f o r the i n d i v i d u a l s concerned, 
i t v/as n o t re g a r d e d as a u n i o n between p r i v a t e p a r t i e s but 
r a t h e r as an a l l i a n c e between two f a m i l y l i n e s ... i n o p p o s i t e . 
m o i e t i e s " (De l a g u n a , 1972:525). 

We.can see from t h e above o u t l i n e t h a t t h e o n l y t h i n g 

K a s i n i and T l i n g i t r e a l l y had i n common r e g a r d i n g d u a l o r g a n i z a 

t i o n v/as t h a t t h e y b o t h p o s s e s s e d m a t r i l i n e a l exogamous u n i t s 

named Wolf and Raven. F o r the T l i n g i t , however, m o i e t y a f f i l i a t i o n 

a t the v i l l a g e l e v e l v/as a l s o a s s o c i a t e d w i t h p r o p e r t y owning 

groups who l i v e d i n p a r t i c u l a r h o u s e h o l d s . Consequently/, the 

co n c e p t u a l l y / d i s t i n c t c a t e g o r i e s o f Wolf and Raven a l s o 

c o r r e s p o n d e d t o p h y s i c a l l y s e p a r a t e groups v / i t h e x c l u s i v e r i g h t s 

i n v a r i o u s k i n d s o f p r o p e r t y . These groups i n t e r a c t e d t h r o u g h 

c e r e m o n i a l exchanges o f p r o p e r t y and s e r v i c e s , and they/ were 

i n t e g r a t e d i n ma r r i a g e by exchanging women. As De l a g u n a o b s e r v e s , 

m a r r i a g e v/as, "an a l l i a n c e between two f a m i l y l i n e s . . . i n o p p o s i t e 
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m o i e t i e s . " I n any s o c i a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t sense, t h e r e f o r e , we can 

see t h a t the m o i e t y a f f i l i a t i o n i m p l i e d p o l i t i c a l s e p a r a t e n e s s 

and t h a t a m a r r i a g e f u n c t i o n e d t o l i n k , o r b r i n g t o g e t h e r , two 

groups t h a t v/ere o t h e r w i s e a p a r t . 

T h i s correspondence between T l i n g i t m o i e t y a f f i l i a t i o n 

and s o c i a l l y (and p h y s i c a l l y ) s e p a r a t e groups i s i n d i r e c t 

c o n t r a s t t o how the Wolf-Raven dichotomy v/as e x p e r i e n c e d i n 

K a s i n i s o c i a l l i f e . We can b e s t a p p r e c i a t e t h i s d i f f e r e n c e by 

t r a c i n g the d i a l e c t i c a l p r o c e s s o f i d e n t i f i c a t i o n t h a t o p e r a t e d 

i n one o f the K a s i n i cases d e s c r i b e d above (see Diagram 10.3). 

T h i s i n v o l v e s the co u p l e K2=N2 o f P e l l y Bank ("B" p e o p l e " ) a r r a n g i n g 

t h e m a r r i a g e R6~B4 v / i t h t h e c o u p l e K4-P1 o f Ross R i v e r ("R" p e o p l e ) . 

Prom the e x t e r n a l p e r s p e c t i v e o f one group v i e w i n g t h e o t h e r , 

t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s p r e c e d i n g t h e m a r r i a g e B4=R6 can be diagrammed 

as f o l l o w s : 
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A f t e r t h e m a r r i a g e , n o t o n l y d i d the e m p i r i c a l l y d i s c r e t e 

b o u n d a r i e s o f t h e s e two groups d i s s o l v e as t h e y merged f o r a 

t i m e t o form a s i n g l e domestic grouo, but the s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s 

w h i c h r e f l e c t e d t h e i r s e p a r a t e n e s s were r e p l a c e d by the s i n g l e , 

encompassing c a t e g o r y 'c)en_ (ray p e o p l e ) , and a l l the i n d i v i d u a l s 

subsumed by "my p e o p l e " would t h e n c e f o r t h o r d e r t h e i r r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h each o t h e r i n terms o f t h e c r i t e r i a o f ' m o i e t y membership, 

g e n e r a t i o n , and so on. Thus i n s t e a d o f the m a r r i a g e o f B4<=R6 

f o r g i n g an a l l i a n c e between groups, w h i c h might be diagrammed a s : 

I t i n v o l v e d s t e p p i n g out o f t h i s " o t h e r p e o p l e " framework e n t i r e l y 

and t h e merging o f the two groups l i k e t h i s : 
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The v a r i o u s moves and s p a t i a l r e a l i g n m e n t s t h a t f o l l o w e d 

t h e m a r r i a g e B4=R6 g i v e us some i n d i c a t i o n o f where, i n t h e s e 

e v e n t s , an a l l i a n c e may he s a i d t o e x i s t . I t w i l l be remembered 

t h a t a y e a r a f t e r t h e m a r r i a g e o f B4<=R6 t h e P e l l y Bank p o s t v/as 

reopened, and t h a t t h i s v/as f o l l o w e d by a s e r i e s o f m a r r i a g e s 

i n i t i a t e d by K2=_T2 and R4 and h e r husband. D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d 

(c.1 9 2 0 - 3 0 ) the c o u p l e B4=R6 l i v e d i n the r e g i o n around b o t h 

P e l l y Bank and Ross R i v e r and s u b s e q u e n t l y moved up the P e l l y 

r i v e r i n t o the v i c i n i t y o f the y e t t o be e s t a b l i s h e d p o s t o f 

P e l l y L a k e s . I n the e a r l y 1930's K2=N2 g r a d u a l l y moved.southeast 

o f P e l l y Bank i n s e a r c h o f a more p r o d u c t i v e r e s o u r c e a r e a . When 

the Prances Lake p o s t opened, t h e y s h i f t e d t h e i r s o c i a l o r i e n t a 

t i o n t o accommodate the m a t e r i a l i n t e r e s t s t hey had de v e l o p e d 

i n t h i s r e g i o n . I n the meantime B4=R6 and a number o f o t h e r s 

from P e l l y Bank, i n c l u d i n g B5=R13 and B6=R12, had become s e p a r a t e d 

from K 2 - N 2 as t h e y each, i n terms o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e assessments 

o f the p r o d u c t i v e p o t e n t i a l i n the r e g i o n , began t o e x p l o i t d i f f e r e n t 

a r e a s . Thus i n a f a i r l y s h o r t time those who had been members 

o f the same do m e s t i c group i n 1920 had become s p a t i a l l y / s e p a r a t e d 

arid were n o t t o come i n t o f r e q u e n t c o n t a c t a g a i n u n t i l t he c l o s u r e 

o f the P e l l y Bank p o s t and the opening o f the P e l l y Lakes p o s t . 

When "B p e o p l e " ( i . e . K2-eF2 and t h e i r dependents) 

o r i g i n a l l y a t t e m p t e d t o a c h i e v e s o c i a l a c c e s s t o Ross R i v e r , i t 

must be remembered t h a t K2=N2 v/ere s t i l l the pre-eminent " p r o v i d e r s " 

i n t he group, and a l l major d e c i s i o n s about where to move and v/hat 

a r e a s t o e x p l o i t were s t i l l i n t h e i r hands. Presumably t h e i r 

o l d e s t son, B4 , v/as v e r g i n g on b e i n g a competent " p r o v i d e r " , 

b u t he was a l s o s t i l l young and i n e x p e r i e n c e d , and the group v/as 
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moving i n t o an a r e a i n h a b i t e d by those v / i t h whom he v/as l a r g e l y 

u n a c q u a i n t e d . I t s h o u l d n ot be th o u g h t , t h e r e f o r e , .that K2-}12 

v/ere i n a p o s i t i o n o f a u t h o r i t y v i s - a - v i s t h e i r c h i l d r e n . What 

th e y p o s s e s s e d v/as n o t a u t h o r i t y but e x p e r i e n c e and c o n f i d e n c e , 

and i t v/as w i t h t h e s e t h a t t h e y s u s t a i n e d the i n i t i a t i v e and 

i n f l u e n c e d t h e b e h a v i o r o f t h e i r "dependents" and q u a s i - d e p e n d e n t s . 

When they a r r a n g e d a m a r r i a g e , they- d i d so w i t h o t h e r " p r o v i d e r s " 

r e g a r d i n g t h e i r dependents. The m a r r i a g e i t s e l f was n o t , however, 

t h e r e s u l t o f a d i r e c t f i a t on the p a r t o f t h o s e who had agr e e d 

t o a l l o w i t t o d e v e l o p . As we have a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d , a m a r r i a g e 

d e v e l o p e d o v e r time and w i t h o u t ceremony. I t v/as encouraged by 

p r o v i d i n g those c o n d i t i o n s most c o n d u c i v e t o i t s emergence, and 

t h i s was brought about by b r i n g i n g the c o u p l e t o g e t h e r f o r an 

extended p e r i o d i n the same do m e s t i c group. 

We can see from t h i s t h a t i t v/as not groups t h a t formed 

a l l i a n c e s ; f o r the groups c l e a r l y d i s s i p a t e d o v e r t i m e . They 

s i m p l y d i d not endure, e i t h e r c o n c e p t u a l l y / o r e m p i r i c a l l y . What 

endured, and t h i s o n l y r e l a t i v e l y , v/ere the i n d i v i d u a l s who 

f u n c t i o n e d as " p r o v i d e r s " i n domesti c g r o u p s . Around t h e s e 

i n d i v i d u a l s t h e r e was a c i r c u l a t i o n , as i t were, o f "dependents" 

v/ho c o u l d be used t o f o r g e t i e s between two s e t s o f " p r o v i d e r s " 

i n t h e i r e f f o r t s t o accommodate and e x p l o i t c h a n g i n g m a t e r i a l and 

s o c i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s . Such m a r r i a g e s d i d n o t i n d i c a t e an immediate 

u n i o n o f the young c o u p l e ; f o r t h e r e v/as no ceremony t h a t c l e a r l y 

and c o n c i s e l y d e f i n e d t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p . P o r a m a r r i a g e t o e x i s t 

a t a l l , i t r e q u i r e d an i n c u b a t i o n p e r i o d and a coming i n t o b e i n g 

i n v/hich the couple g r a d u a l l y demonstrated t h e e x i s t e n c e o f a 
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u n i o n . What was i m m e d i a t e l y a c h i e v e d a t the moment t h i s p r o c e s s 

began, however, was t h e c o l l a p s e o f s o c i a l d i s t a n c e between 

" o t h e r p e o p l e " and the i n c r e a s e d o r d e r o f r e l a t i o n s i m p l i e d by 

the r e c o g n i t i o n o f m o i e t y membership, g e n e r a t i o n , e t c . I n o t h e r 

words, what the m a r r i a g e a c h i e v e d was the repla c e m e n t o f a vague, 

remote, and u n p r e d i c t a b l e " o t h e r n e s s " f o r one t h a t v/as more 

orderly' - and p r e c i s e l y d e f i n e d . T h i s v/as brought about by c r e a t i n g 

t h o s e c o n d i t i o n s i n w h i c h each m a r i t a l s e t o f " p r o v i d e r s " s h a r e d 

c l o s e t i e s w i t h a t h i r d p a r t y , i . e . , one member o f the c o u p l e 

whose m a r r i a g e t h e y had a r r a n g e d . Each s e t o f p r o v i d e r s b e n e f i t t e d 

by n a r r o w i n g t h e s o c i a l d i s t a n c e between i t s e l f and the o t h e r , 

f o r t h i s reduced t h e - t e n s i o n e x p e r i e n c e d by h a v i n g i n the v i c i n i t y 

t h o s e whom th e y c o n s i d e r e d dangerous, u n p r e d i c t a b l e " o t h e r p e o p l e " . 

I n the case o f t h e m a r r i a g e B4=R6 t h i s form o f a l l i a n c e 

can be diagrammed as f o l l o w s : 

P r o v i d e r s t t p i i P r o v i d e r s "B" 
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We have d e l i n e a t e d t h e m a r r i a g e 34=R6 w i t h broken l i n e s t o 

i n d i c a t e t h e i n c i p i e n t q u a l i t y o f t h i s u n i o n i n c o n t r a s t to-

tho s e a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d u n i o n s w h i c h brought i t i n t o b e i n g . 

The one i n the j u n i o r g e n e r a t i o n was o n l y b e g i n n i n g t o 

emerge and v/as, as y e t , a l o n g way from d e m o n s t r a t i n g i t s e l f as-

an e n d u r i n g u n i t y . On the o t h e r hand, t h o s e i n t h e s e n i o r 

g e n e r a t i o n v/ere, by t h e i r a c t i o n s , d e m o n s t r a t i n g such u n i t y and 

p o l i t i c a l c o herence. 

As one can see i n the above diagram the s o c i a l u n i t s i n 

a l l i a n c e comprised the c o u p l e s K4=P1 and K2«_N2. - U n l i k e the 

T l i n g i t d u a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i n w h i c h c o n c e p t u a l l y and s o c i a l l y , 

m o i e t y members v/ere d i s t i n c t and a p a r t , t h e K a s i n i form o f a l l i a n c e 

p resupposed t h a t t h e c o n c e p t u a l l y d i s t i n c t m o i e ty p a r t s were 

s o c i a l l y t o g e t h e r . Prom t h i s p e r s p e c t i v e v/e can see the most 

o b v i o u s c o n t r a s t betv/een the K a s i n i and T l i n g i t m o i e t y 

systems as th e s e r e l a t e t o s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . F u r t h e r m o r e , we 

see no r e a s o n how one c o u l d argue t h a t e i t h e r form i s a 

d i s s i p a t e d o r more deve l o p e d v e r s i o n o f the o t h e r f o r , s o c i a l l y , 

t h e v c o n s t i t u t e i n v e r t e d methods o f o r d e r i n g r e l a t i o n s . The 

o n l y t h i n g t h e y share i s an i d e n t i c a l c o n c e p t u a l a p p a r a t u s . 

The T l i n g i t , on the one hand, b e g i n w i t h t h e s o c i a l segments 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g to m o i e t y membership b e i n g a p a r t , and th e s e s e p a r a t e 

e n t i t i e s have to be l i n k e d t o g e t h e r t h r o u g h m a r r i a g e . The 

K a s i n i , on t h e o t h e r , draw p e o p l e t o g e t h e r t h r o u g h m a r r i a g e by 

v i r t u e of members o f d i f f e r e n t m o i e t i e s a l r e a d y f u n c t i o n i n g as 

coherent p o l i t i c a l e n t i t i e s . 

These c o n s i d e r a t i o n s c l e a r l y / show how n e c e s s a r y i t i s t o 
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r e f i n e the d i a g n o s t i c c r i t e r i a r e q u i r e d to r e c o g n i z e d i f f e r e n t 

k i n d s o f "moiety systems". I n o r d e r t o f r u i t f u l l y b e g i n a 

comparison of K a s i n i s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h o t h e r s i n the 

w e s t e r n s u b a r c t i c and adjacent'; r e g i o n s on t h e c o a s t we must 

f i r s t u n d e r s t a n d t h e m o i e t y system, and o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n s such 

as m a r r i a g e , i n c e s t and t h e d i v i s i o n o f l a b o u r , i n terms of the 

k i n d s o f a c t i v i t y and forms o f c o - o p e r a t i o n w h i c h f o l l o w from 

them i n any p a r t i c u l a r c a s e . By d o i n g so we can a v o i d t h e t r a p 

o f p r e s u p p o s i n g t h a t we know what s h o u l d f o l l o w from them 

r e g a r d l e s s o f the e v i d e n c e , and assume out o f hand t h a t "moiety 

systems", f o r i n s t a n c e , a r e i n t r i n s i c a l l y r e l a t e d to segmentary 

models o f s o c i e t y . • The o n l y t h i n g t h i s can a c h i e v e , i n our 

o p i n i o n , i s t o c r e a t e an a r t i f i c i a l d i s s o n a n c e between b e h a v i o r 

and c u l t u r a l i d e a s . I t v/ould a l s o p l a y down the s i g n i f i c a n c e 

o f t h e s o r t o f c o n t e x t u a l emphasis and o r i e n t a t i o n a l framework 

employed by K a s i n i i n t h e i r a t t e m p t s to o r g a n i z e a c t i v i t y i n 

terms o f t h e t r a n s c e n d e n t a l - m a t e r i a l d u a l i t y t h a t v/as s i m u l t a n e o u s l y 

n o t s e p a r a t e l y , e v i d e n t i n the events and s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s 

e x p e r i e n c e d by/ them. 
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CHAPTER I I  

CONCLUSION 

I n t h i s s t u d y we have f o c u s e d on c e r t a i n a s p e c t s o f 

K a s i n i s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n and we have shown t h a t K a s i n i 

e x p e r i e n c e of s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p was s u b j e c t t o change. S o c i a l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s v/ere examined b o t h i n terms o f t h e o r d e r i m p l i c i t 

i n K a s i n i s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s and the s t r u c t u r a l s i g n i f i c a n c e 

o f c e r t a i n k i n d s o f a c t i v i t y / . 

We show, i n the f i r s t p l a c e , t h a t , i n t h e i r quest f o r 

f o o d and f u r s , K a s i n i were s u b j e c t t o f r e q u e n t movement and 

group r e a l i g n m e n t . K a s i n i d o m e s t i c groups v/ere examined i n 

terms o f t h e i r economic v i a b i l i t y and from t h i s p e r s p e c t i v e i t 

was demonstrated t h a t t h e y p o s s e s s e d a modular c o n s t r u c t i o n and 

t h a t t h e i r c o m p o s i t i o n c o u l d be u n d e r s t o o d i n terms o f i n t e r 

changeable f u n c t i o n a l components. K a s i n i groun membership v/as 

u n s t a b l e and t h e r e v/as no e n d u r i n g s o c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e i n b e i n g 

a member o f any p a r t i c u l a r group. 

We have argued, i n the second p l a c e , t h a t K a s i n i 

r e c o g n i t i o n o f r e l a t i o n s h i p was based on a d u a l i t y c o n s i s t i n g o f 

c o n c e p t u a l l y d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e d i m e n s i o n s — t r a n s c e n d e n t a l and 

m a t e r i a l . Through an e x a m i n a t i o n o f v a r i o u s o b j e c t s , e v e n t s and 

e n t i t i e s we saw t h i s d u a l i t y e v i d e n t i n d i f f e r e n t a r e a s o f K a s i n i 

l i f e , b o t h a s p e c t s o f i t s i m u l t a n e o u s l y immanent i n phenomenon. 

T h i s d u a l i t y a l l o w e d us to a p p r e c i a t e th e c o n c e p t u a l 

o r d e r u n d e r l y i n g K a s i n i s o c i a l c a t e g o r i e s as t h e s e v/ere employed 

by an i n d i v i d u a l i n h i s c o n t i n u o u s e f f o r t s t o i d e n t i f y o t h e r s 

i n terms o f h i m s e l f and h i m s e l f i n terms o f o t h e r s . The 
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r e l a t i o n s h i p between Sgo and A l t e r v/as not f i x e d •• 

f o r - ' ' i t v/as i n f l u e n c e d by changes i n r e l a t i v e i n d i v i d u a l 

a b i l i t y , e s p e c i a l l y e v i d e n t i n the f o o d q u e s t , and v a r y i n g 

f r e q u e n c y o f c o n t a c t . To a v e r y l a r g e e x t e n t K a s i n i used s o c i a l 

c a t e g o r i e s t o p o r t r a y s h i f t i n g s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s as th e s e v/ere 

r e f l e c t e d i n changes i n b e h a v i o r . K a s i n i s o c i a l o r d e r was thus 

p r e s e n t e d v / i t h an emphasis on the i n d i v i d u a l and on how he 

o r i e n t e d h i m s e l f to o t h e r s and a s s e s s e d h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o 

them i n p a r t i c u l a r c o n t e x t s . 
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APPENDIX A 

GLOSSARY: 

KASKA WORDS USED I N TEXT 

A phonemic a n a l y s i s o f Kaska has n o t y e t been p u b l i s h e d . 

Our t r a n s c r i p t i o n below i s t o be t a k e n as a g u i d e l i n e t o K a s k a 

words used i n t h i s s tudy; i t i s not t o be t a k e n as a t e c h n i c a l l y 

competent c r o s s - s e c t i o n o f Kaska phonemes. The work o f Dr.Eung-Do 

Cook o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l g a r y , and o t h e r s , w i l l h o p e f u l l y 

p r o v i d e a phonemic a n a l y s i s o f Kaska i n the n e a r f u t u r e . The 

word l i s t below does n o t i n c l u d e K a s i n i k i n terms, t h e s e a r e 

t o be found i n Table 7 .4 , p. 200, above. The f o l l o w i n g o u t l i n e 

o f consonant and vowel sounds w i t h E n g l i s h examples i s i n t e n d e d 

t o a s s i s t t he r e a d e r i n p r o n o u n c i n g the Kaska words l i s t e d . 

— b a t h ^ — s i s t e r 

— f a t h e r <2 — bend 

<*J — p i k e *= — v e r y s i m i l a r t o 

^ — fee'fa l o w e r mid 

— p i t p o s i t i o n i n g , u s u a l l y 

^ — f o o l i n i t i a l consonant 

sound 

' — open t r a n s i t i o n 

c — n a s a l i z a t i o n o f 

vowel sound 

K — c a t In — home 
o - l u n g 

J - dope I — l i p ? — p o t w 
V 
J — badge — moose s — £Ole J 
3 — g u n n — n o s e 9 t h i n k 

t r i p C — chap 

& — shoe 
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it '^a — n. f a t it '^a — 

n. f r i e n d 

n. v/olf 

n. p e r s o n , p e o p l e 

^ c n ^ j i j — n. s p i r i t 

n. mind 

n. grouse 

— n. Blue grouse 

n. g r e y / l i n g 

v . s i n g 

n. my p e o p l e , c l o s e a s s o c i a t e s 

n. my l a n d 

itsl^an^ — n. head bone, s k u l l 

~ 
n. salmon 

n. c a r i b o u 

^uT5irj &\ — n. b i g ( b u l l ) c a r i b o u 

n. h i l l , mountain 

ITVL ̂ X M — n. c o l d wind-

vt%>L — n. warm g u s t s , w h i r l w i n d 

KisvAn^ — n. s t r a n g e r 

KVQA — n. moose 

KutfCs — n. s m a l l bag 

wya — a d j . female 

n. r a v e n 

me^ L — n. shaman 
— n. l a k e 

x\oJ Ka.nl — n. bushman 

no.' 6 t \ n ~ v. dream 

http://Ka.nl
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naTsen __ a d 3 # f a t 

O^UCV — a d j . n o t h i n g 

^ L — n. e a r t h , ground 

rirtltf — v. b e i n g p h y s i c a l l y s t r o n g 

ni"Csit_ — v • h e i n g c a p a b l e , power 

^ " C u f V . — n. ground w a t e r , s p r i n g 

niAQ^A. — n. w o l v e r i n e 

nU6©a — n. f o x 
^ —- n. beaver 

S i x ' — n. beaver l o d g e 

Sufi — n. s t a r s , sun o r moon 

fl — v . s l e e p 

t_v. — ad j . male 

t_LC_)_£, — h . b l a c k b i r d 

— a d j . good 

" '̂Uao. — n. f i s h 

X_»L — n. head 

•CM.' 
K<X — n . head f a t , b r a i n 

"tT-Sun,. — n. ghost 
tjSurj — n.. excrement 

"CLKQ. — n. creek 

• "tfu — n. wat e r 

U_a^>Ca^L — n. N o r t h e r n P i k e 

— n. bone 
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APPENDIX B  

THE DESIGNATION "KASINI"' 

The K a s i n i r e v e a l the g r e a t e s t s i m i l a r i t y t o Kaska 

( c f . D e n n i s t o n 1966) f o r t h e d i a l e c t t h ey speak i s c l o s e l y 

a f f i l i a t e d w i t h what Honigmann (1954:20) d e s c r i b e d as the 

Prances l a k e K a s k a . O r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y and e c o l o g i c a l l y / - , however, 

t h e y a r e more s i m i l a r to the c l a s s o f people known as Tutchone 

v/ho a l s o p o s s e s s a moiety system and have i n t h e p a s t been a b l e 

t o form r e l a t i v e l y l a r g e groups f o r t h e purpose o f salmon 

f i s h i n g f o r a few weeks each y e a r . ' Prom t h i s v i e w p o i n t , 

t h e r e f o r e , the p e o p l e v/e a r e concerned w i t h c o u l d a l s o be t e n t a t i v e l y 

c l a s s i f i e d as Tutchone. 

The problem o f c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i s compounded by the 

f a c t t h a t Tutchone and Kaska t e r r i t o r i e s ' a r e u s u a l l y shown as 

a d j a c e n t t o one a n o t h e r and s h a r i n g a common b o r d e r (see Map 

s e v e n ) . K a s i n i l i v e i n t e r r i t o r y s t r a d d l i n g t h i s b o r d e r . . 

For the purposes o f t h i s s t u d y , t h e r e f o r e , v/e e l e c t t o c a l l 

t h e s e p e o p l e K a s i n i . I t s h o u l d be k e p t i n mind, however, t h a t 

depending on one's c r i t e r i a K a s i n i may be v i e w e d as a s u b d i v i s i o n 

o f e i t h e r Tutchone o r K a s k a . 

N e i t h e r "Tutchone" o r "Kaska" i n d i c a t e p o l i t i c a l 

u n i t s . They a r e s i m p l y g r a d a t i o n s a l o n g a l i n g u i s t i c continuum 

i n a r e g i o n w h i c h l a c k s a " p r e c i s e l y d e f i n a b l e c u l t u r a l base" 

(Spencer e t . a l . , 1965:155). As Maquet (1969:9) has remarked, 

such s i t u a t i o n s a r e f r e q u e n t l y c h a r a c t e r i z e d by t h e a n t h r o p o l o g i s t 

h i m s e l f a c c i d e n t a l l y f o r m i n g the g e o g r a p h i c a l c e n t e r o f such u n i t s 
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Northwestern North Amuric? - compiled I9S0 



and the base l i n e t e n d s t o become t h e customs, d i a l e c t and 

range o f i n t e r a c t i o n d i s p l a y e d by the pe o p l e w i t h whom t h e 

a n t h r o p o l o g i s t i s i n most i n t i m a t e c o n t a c t . Thus a core u n i t 

i s formed and c l a s s i f i e d as "X p e o p l e " ; s u b d i v i s i o n s a r e t h e n 

r e c o g n i z e d i n terms o f v a r i a t i o n s i n custom, d i a l e c t and degree 

o f i n t e r a c t i o n . U s u a l l y a boundary i s formed where l i n g u i s t i c • 

i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y / * and i n t e r a c t i o n cease t o e x i s t f o r "X p e o p l e " . 

The s i m i l a r i t y and d i f f e r e n c e s o f p e o p l e on the p e r i p h e r i e s 

and beyond, may be n o t e d — a l l from the l i m i t e d and, as i t 

were, e g o - c e n t r i c p o s i t i o n . T h i s i s w e l l and good f o r an 

a c t o r ' s v i e w o f the s e t t i n g , but v/hen such i n f o r m a t i o n i s 

p r e s e n t e d i n the form o f a map i t becomes u n r e a l i s t i c . 

A r b i t r a r y l i n e s cut the g r a d u a l continuum. And u n f o r t u n a t e l y , 

once c u l t u r a l u n i t s a r e p r e s e n t e d i n map form t h e y p e r s i s t w i t h 

c o n s i d e r a b l e t e n a c i t y . P o r i n s t a n c e the c a t e g o r y "ITahani" 

w h i c h Jennes v e r y b r i e f l y o u t l i n e d i n 1932 and a p p l i e d r a t h e r 

g e n e r o u s l y t o the s o u t h e a s t e r n Yukon, was c o n v i n c i n g l y debunked 

by Honigmann i n 1956. Y e t i t s t i l l p e r s i s t e d i n an e t lino g r a p h i c 

map c o m p i l e d i n 1965 hy t h e D.T.A. 

Prom t h i s i t s h o u l d be c l e a r t h a t d e s p i t e t h e i r 

h e u r i s t i c u s e , such c a t e g o r i e s have l i t t l e t o recommend them as 

b a s i c c u l t u r a l and s o c i a l u n i t s , f o r t h e b o u n d a r i e s so formed 

a r e m e r e l y an a r b i t r a r y c i r c u m s c r i p t i o n around a f o r t u i t o u s l y 

chosen c e n t e r . I f , f o r i n s t a n c e , i t had happened t h a t the 

a n t h r o p o l o g i s t had s e t t l e d i n a n o t h e r a r e a and c a r r i e d out h i s 

f i e l d work p r i m a r i l y w i t h a n e i g h b o u r i n g p e o p l e i t i s l i k e l y / 

t h e b o u n d a r i e s would have been d i f f e r e n t . 
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The terra Tutchone appears f i r s t t o have "been g i v e n 

some s o r t o f o f f i c i a l s a n c t i o n by Osgood when he p u b l i s h e d h i s 

D i s t r i b u t i o n o f the N o r t h e r n Athapaskan I n d i a n s i n 1936. I t was 

a d i a l e c t group'which has s i n c e been a p p l i e d t o a f a i r l y l a r g e 

a r e a . o f the s o u t h - c e n t r a l Yukon. The term i s a u s e f u l means o f 

d e s i g n a t i n g a l i n g u i s t i c group, however, the p e o p l e so d e s i g n a t e d 

do not l a y c l a i m t o , o r even r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h e y i n h a b i t a 

d i s c r e t e t e r r i t o r y o r e x i s t i n any way as a s o c i a l u n i t . 

The term Kaska l i k e t h a t of Tutchone has no g e n e r a l 

s o c i o l o g i c a l r e l e v a n c e . U n l i k e Tutchone, however, Kaska have 

r e c e i v e d c o m p a r a t i v e l y e x t e n s i v e documentation and a number o f 

s u b d i v i s i o n s have been i s o l a t e d . I n 1 9 4 4 - 4 5 Honigmann c o l l e c t e d 

m a t e r i a l on the K a s k a w h i c h he subsequently/ p u b l i s h e d i n two 

monographs and a number o f p a p e r s . H i s monograph ( 1 9 5 4 ) v/hich 

f o c u s e d on t h e p r e - c o n t a c t and e a r l y h i s t o r i c a l l i f e s t y l e 

o f the Kaska i s o f s p e c i a l ' i n t e r e s t t o us here f o r i n t h i s work 

Honigmann n o t o n l y c r i t i c i z e s e a r l i e r a t t e m p t s a t d e f i n i n g 

the g e o g r a p h i c a l e x t e n t o f the Kaska c u l t u r e - a r e a but a l s o , 

v / i t h some f i n a l i t y , he d i s p e n s e s w i t h many o f the s u b d i v i s i o n s 

and more g e n e r a l c a t e g o r i e s p r e v i o u s l y i n use (see a l s o : 

Honigmann, 1 9 5 6 ) . I n t h e i r p l a c e he p roposes f i v e K aska 

s u b d i v i s i o n s , c h a r a c t e r i z e d , by d i a l e c t s and l o n g s t a n d i n g r e l a t i o n s 

based on i n t e r m a r r i a g e . 

I n e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e s e s u b d i v i s i o n s , however, Honigmann 

spent most o f h i s time a t Lower P o s t and Watson Lake and 

a c q u i r e d h i s i n f o r m a t i o n from a few i n d i v i d u a l s (Honigmann, 1970). 

Some of the d i v i s i o n s were based on v e r y l i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n 

p r o v i d e d by a s i n g l e i n f o r m a n t who had, at.some time i n t h e 
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p a s t , i m m i g r a t e d to the Lower P o s t a r e a . The d e f i c i e n c i e s i n 

sa m p l i n g and p e r s p e c t i v e i n h e r e n t i n such an approach have 

"been d i s c u s s e d and i t appears t h a t Honigmann v/as n o t unaware 

o f them a t the time (OP. c i t . , 1954:6). However, the c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

under w h i c h f i e l d work was c a r r i e d out d i d n o t a l l o w him t o 
r e s o l v e t h e problems. 

T h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y t r u e o f the g e o g r a p h i c a l b o u n d a r i e s 

t h a t he o u t l i n e s f o r the north e r n - m o s t s u b d i v i s i o n , the Prances 

Lake K a s k a . These b o u n d a r i e s seem t o be based merely on 

Osgood's e a r l i e r l o c a t i o n o f the Kaska w h i c h r e s t r i c t s them 

t o t h e wat e r s h e d o f t h e A r c t i c d r a i n a g e system. T h i s i s done 

d e s p i t e e v i d e n c e to the c o n t r a r y w h i c h Honigmann h i m s e l f 

p r o v i d e s . We are not s i m p l y r e f e r r i n g here to shared c u l t u r a l 

t r a i t s w h i c h a re c o n s i d e r e d i n d e t a i l f o r only/- t h r e e o f the 

f i v e s u b d i v i s i o n s Honigmann o u t l i n e s . A l t h o u g h i n t h i s r e g a r d 

i t i s w o r t h p o i n t i n g out t h a t i n the t a b u l a t i o n o f Kaska 

c u l t u r a l t r a i t s (Honigmann: 1954:145-160), o v e r 600 t r a i t s 

were c o n s i d e r e d and out o f t h e s e , i n f o r m a t i o n p e r t a i n i n g t o the 

Prances Lake Kaska was o b t a i n e d f o r o n l y 25 t r a i t s . T h i s p a u c i t y 

o f i n f o r m a t i o n i s , we s u s p e c t , a f u n c t i o n o f where Honigmann 

c a r r i e d out h i s f i e l d w o r k and v/ho h i s i n f o r m a n t s were. The 

a r e a and p e o p l e i n q u e s t i o n , t h e r e f o r e , r e p r e s e n t e d the e x t e n t 

o f h i s i n f o r m a n t s ' knowledge o f them. I n s u p p o r t o f t h i s we 

o n l y have to c o n s i d e r the f a c t t h a t f o r some Kaska the Pr a n c e s 

Lake p e o p l e were c l a s s e d by t h e same term t h a t was used f o r the 

p e o p l e o f the P e l l y r i v e r and f o r o t h e r s the Pelly,/ r i v e r p e o p l e 
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v/ere c l a s s i f i e d as Na'hani ( i b i d . .1954: 20-21). I n the f o r m e r 

case a t l e a s t something was known o f the p e o p l e o f the a r e a , 

t h e e x t e n t o f t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h o t h e r s and the range o f 

t h e i r movements. I n the l a t t e r case, v/hich presumably i n v o l v e d 

i n f o r m a n t s who were even more removed, b o t h s o c i a l l y and s p a t i a l l y , 

the F r a n c e s l a k e p e o p l e r e p r e s e n t e d the a b s o l u t e l i m i t s o f 

t h o s e v/ho c o u l d be p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f i e d . Beyond t h i s v/as the 

s o c i a l r e s i d u u m as i m p l i e d by t h e use o f term N a ' h a n i , w h i c h i s , 

among o t h e r t h i n g s , a commentary/ on the i g n o r a n c e o f the people 

who use i t . However, q u i t e a p a r t from t h i s l a c k o f consensus 

on t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f i n c l u s i o n and e x c l u s i o n , Honigmann a l s o 

s t a t e s t h a t t h e s o - c a l l e d F r a n c e s l a k e Kaska a l s o went t o t h e 

P e l l y ' r i v e r and f i s h e d f o r salmon and some of the P e l l y r i v e r 

p e o p l e r e a d i l y j o i n e d up w i t h the F r a n c e s l a k e p e o p l e a f t e r 

b e i n g t h r e a t e n e d w i t h a t t a c k by I n d i a n s from t h e Mackenzie 

r i v e r (op . c i t . 2 2 - 2 3 ) . We must c o n c l u d e t h a t t h e r e i s l i t t l e 

r e a s o n t o a c c e n t Honigmann's boundary as s i g n i f i c a n t . And t h e r e 

i s even l e s s r e a s o n to f a v o r the e a r l i e r s u g g e s t i o n o f Jenness 

(1932: 396) t h a t a c u l t u r e o r s o c i e t y v/as a n n i h a l a t e d and 

s u b s e q u e n t l y r e p l a c e d by a v a r i e t y o f o t h e r p e o p l e . T h i s , o f 

c o u r s e , does not deny t h a t c o n f l i c t r e s u l t e d from movements 

i n t o the a r e a . 

Most K a s i n i t oday a r e aware t h a t some of t h e i r a n c e s t o r s 

m i g r a t e d t o the a r e a between P.oss B i v e r and F r a n c e s l a k e , and 

some even c l a i m to know a few words from the d i a l e c t s o f t h e s e • 

e a r l i e r m i g r a n t s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , a l l K a s i n i now sneak a common 
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d i a l e c t , use the same kinship terms, make si m i l a r marriage 

arrangements and hold s i m i l a r b e l i e f s . Furthermore, and very 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y , they r e t a i n stories concerning the a r r i v a l of 

the f i r s t whiteman i n the .1840' s; a time which a p p a r e n t l y 

predates the various movements into the'area and the subsequent 

c o n f l i c t s which took place ( c f . P . F i e l d - 1915) .. This l a s t fact-

suggests something about the commonality of important a s p e c t s 

of the c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s s t i l l r e t a i n e d by K a s i n i . In the 

f i r s t place, a sense of continuity i s implied, for the descendants 

of people v/ho came af t e r a certain period are aware of events 

which took place p r i o r to their".ancestors' a r r i v a l 5 . I n the 

second place, t h i s continuity suggests that the diverse groups 

w h i c h did come to the area were absorbed by those who were 

already t h e r e , f o r w i t h respect to d i a l e c t and.the d i f f e r e n t 

features of s o c i a l organization that v/e have mentioned, there 

i s no i n d i c a t i o n Kasini constitute an amalgamation of d i f f e r e n t 

c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s . Conflict and some k i l l i n g would be 

u n l i k e l y t o d e s t r o y a group e n t i r e l y , for n e a r l y a l l accounts 

concerning w a r f a r e i n t h i s region emphasize the fact that the 

vi c t o r s k i l l e d men only. Women v/ere taken as wives. -Since 

i t i s through the mother that Kasini decide w h i c h d i a l e c t to 

learn, w h i c h phratrie i n the moiety system to- b e l o n g to, and 

which b e l i e f s to adopt, warfare v/ould not eradicate indigenous 

c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n . 

The designation K a s i n i , therefore, means that we do 

not begin an examination of the p e o p l e from the upper P e l l y 

region by postulating a confrontation of t r a d i t i o n s between 
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Kaska and Tutchone. I t i s a q u e s t i o n o f a c c e p t i n g K a s i n i as 

r e p r e s e n t i n g a c u l t u r a l e x p e r i e n c e i n t h e i r own r i g h t r a t h e r 

than a fragmented m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f two d i f f e r e n t t r a d i t i o n s . 

The term " K a s i n i " s i m p l y r e f e r s t o the aggregate o f p e o p l e wh 

l i v e d and, i n ' p a r t , c o n t i n u e t o l i v e i n t h e r e g i o n between 

Ross R i v e r and P r a n c e s l a k e . 


