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ABSTRACT 

T h i s t h e s i s f o r m u l a t e s an a c c o u n t o f two l a n g u a g e 

a b i l i t i e s s h a r e d by a d u l t s p e a k e r s o f E n g l i s h . F i r s t , 

l anguage u s e r s a re a b l e to r e c o g n i z e when a t e x t i s c o n t i g 

uous f rom u t t e r a n c e to u t t e r a n c e . S e c o n d , u s e r s a re a l s o 

a b l e to d e c i d e when a d i s c o u r s e as a whole i s w e l l - f o r m e d . 

As p r e v i o u s work i n e i t h e r a r e a has been m i n i m a l , a c e n t r a l 

p r o b l e m becomes t h a t o f d i s c o v e r i n g and d e m o n s t r a t i n g how 

s t r o n g , and o f what o r d e r , adequate t h e o r i e s o f t h e s e i n t u i 

t i o n s must b e . T h u s , P a r t I , w h i c h t a k e s up the f i r s t o f 

the a b i l i t i e s a b o v e , a t t e m p t s to r e v i s e and s t r e n g t h e n c u r r e n t 

models o f c o n j u n c t i o n , e x t e n d i n g them to h a n d l e s u c c e s s i v e 

s e n t e n c e d e c i s i o n s . P a r t I I s u b s e q u e n t l y a t t e m p t s to d e v e l o p 

a t h e o r y of e x p o s i t o r y p e r f o r m a n c e to h a n d l e the l a r g e r 

d i s c o u r s e i n t u i t i o n s . 

P a r t I b e g i n s w i t h a l a r g e c o r p u s o f g r a m m a t i c a l , 

but u n a c c e p t a b l e , s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e p a i r s . A f t e r moving 

f i r s t f rom s t r i c t l y s y n t a c t i c c o n s t r a i n t s t h r o u g h p r o g r e s s i v e l y 

s t r o n g e r c r i t e r i a , u n t i l r e a c h i n g p r a g m a t i c s and c o n t e x t , 

i t makes the case t h a t o n l y a c o n t e x t - s e n s i t i v e t h e o r y i s 
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adequate to b l o c k the g e n e r a t i o n of s e n t e n c e p a i r s w i t h c o n 

t e n t a n o m a l i e s . 

However , as P a r t I I a r g u e s , c o n t e n t r e l a t i o n s 

between s e n t e n c e s i n a d i s c o u r s e are not the o n l y meaning 

r e l a t i o n s of w h i c h a r e a d e r must be a w a r e . Each u t t e r a n c e a l s o 

has i t s own f o r c e , by w h i c h we know what a s p e a k e r i n t e n d e d 

to do i n u t t e r i n g what he h a s . Through examples I show t h a t 

f o r c e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s are u l t i m a t e l y pr ime i n a l l a c c e p t a b i l i t y 

d e c i s i o n s . C o n t e n t a n a l y s i s i n a c c u r a t e l y p r e d i c t s t h a t i f 

c o n t e n t meaning r e l a t i o n s can be found between i t s s u c c e s s i v e 

s e n t e n c e p a i r s the d i s c o u r s e c o m p r i s e d o f the p a i r s w i l l be 

a c c e p t a b l e , and i f n o t , then the d i s c o u r s e w i l l be a n o m a l o u s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t e x t s w i t h a p p a r e n t l y anomalous c o n t e n t r e l a 

t i o n s between s e n t e n c e s may be a c c e p t a b l e , g i v e n c e r t a i n 

p e r f o r m a t i v e i n t e n t i o n s o f the s p e a k e r , and t e x t s w h i c h 

appear to be a c c e p t a b l e may f a i l on p e r f o r m a t i v e g r o u n d s . 

P a r t I I a l s o c o n t a i n s an a n a l y s i s o f the n e c e s s a r y 

o r g a n i z a t i o n and o r d e r i n g of c e r t a i n e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s i n 

w r i t t e n t e x t s , g i v e n a s p e a k e r ' s e x p o s i t o r y i n t e n t i o n s f o r 

h i s d i s c o u r s e as a w h o l e . In p a r t i c u l a r , I l o o k a t the d i s 

c o u r s e a c t i o n of a r g u i n g , w h i c h o b l i g a t o r i l y i n v o l v e s making 

a c l a i m and g i v i n g r e a s o n s f o r b e l i e f , as w e l l as the 

o p t i o n a l a c t i o n s of making d i s t i n c t i o n s , e x p l a i n i n g , a d m i t t i n g , 

c o n t r a d i c t i n g , and o t h e r s . In the f i n a l c h a p t e r , I b r i n g 
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t o g e t h e r the two p a r t s o f the t h e s i s , showing t h a t c o n j u n c t i 

o r s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e r e l a t i o n s must be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h a 

d i s c o u r s e ' s u n d e r l y i n g p e r f o r m a t i v e s t r u c t u r e , and are to 

some e x t e n t d e t e r m i n e d by t h a t p e r f o r m a t i v e s t r u c t u r e . 

i v 
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P A R T I 



C h a p t e r 1 

THE RATIONALE FOR DISCOURSE GRAMMAR 

The H i s t o r i c a l P e r s p e c t i v e 

A h i s t o r y o f l i n g u i s t i c s wou ld show t h a t many areas 

o f l a n g u a g e u s e , u n t i l r e c e n t l y , were c o n s i d e r e d to be o u t 

s i d e the domain of s t r i c t l y " l i n g u i s t i c " t h e o r y . As d i s 

c o u r s e has been one of t h e s e , i t i s perhaps i n o r d e r to 

r e v i e w the p r i n c i p a l r e a s o n s why many grammarians are o n l y 

now a c k n o w l e d g i n g t h i s a r e a and i t s problems as p r o f i t a b l e 

f o r s t u d y . Among such r e a s o n s , u n d o u b t e d l y the most i n f l u 

e n z a l was the a s s u m p t i o n t h a t the s e n t e n c e , r a t h e r than a 

l o n g e r t e x t o r speech e v e n t , i s the l a r g e s t u n i t t h a t l i n 

g u i s t i c s i s m o t i v a t e d i n h a n d l i n g . 

1 2 J e s p e r s e n and B l o o m f i e l d , f o r e x a m p l e , t o o k the 

s e n t e n c e to be the l a r g e s t " g r a m m a t i c a l " c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Chomsky s u b s t a n t i a t e d t h i s p o s i t i o n by p o s i t i n g t h a t a grammar 

i s f o r m a l l y a t h e o r y of s e n t e n c e s and t h a t any l a n g u a g e L 
3 

i s made up of the s e n t e n c e s o f L . S u b s e q u e n t l y , K a t z and 

Fodor a c t u a l l y a rgued a g a i n s t a d i s c o u r s e grammar, not because 

1 



2 

i t was u n i m p o r t a n t f o r a t h e o r y of l a n g u a g e , but because t h e y 
4 

j u d g e d i t to be beyond the bounds of a grammar of a l a n g u a g e . 

And o t h e r s , l i k e H o u s e h o l d e r , c l a i m e d t h a t the g r a m m a t i c a l 

r e s t r i c t i o n s on s e n t e n c e s i n sequence were too few and t r i v i a l 

to be a c c o u n t e d f o r by a n y t h i n g more than s e v e r a l t r a n s f o r m a -
5 

t i o n a l r u l e s appended to the s t a n d a r d grammar. 

The h i s t o r i c a l arguments w h i c h tended to d i s q u a l i f y 

d i s c o u r s e f rom i n c l u s i o n i n the grammar h a v e . b e e n a b s t r a c t e d 

by J o s e p h W i l l i a m s i n t o the f o l l o w i n g : 
a ) S e n t e n c e s a r e g r a m m a t i c a l c o n s t i t u t e s 

w i t h o u t b e i n g g r a m m a t i c a l c o n s t i t u e n t s . 

b ) T h e g r a m m a t i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s b e t w e e n 
s e n t e n c e s a r e t h e r e f o r e n o n - e x i s t e n t 
o r t r i v i a l . 

c ) A g r a m m a r i s t h e r e f o r e a t h e o r y o f 
i n d i v i d u a l s e n t e n c e s ; a n d s i n c e e v e r y 
t h i n g we c a n s a y a b o u t a s e n t e n c e i n 
c o n t e x t c a n be i n c l u d e d among t h e 
p o s s i b l e s t a t e m e n t s we c a n m a k e a b o u t 
a s e n t e n c e i n i s o l a t i o n , t h e r e i s no 
n e e d t o i n c l u d e c o n t e x t a s a r e l e v a n t 
p r o b l e m i n t h e d e s c r i p t i o n ( i . e . , 
g e n e r a t i o n ) o f s e n t e n c e s . 6 

O t h e r l i n g u i s t s , o f c o u r s e , h e l d o p i n i o n s r a d i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t 

f rom t h e s e ; some p r e d i c t e d t h a t the s t u d y of s e n t e n c e s i n 

sequence w o u l d become an i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f l i n g u i s t i c t h e o r y 
7 8 

and grammar. F r i e s and F r a n c i s took such a p o s i t i o n , f o r 

e x a m p l e , a l t h o u g h n e i t h e r p u r s u e d the s u b j e c t w i t h Z e l l i g 

H a r r i s ' i n s i s t e n c e . Making a s s e r t i o n s l i k e " s i n c e t h e r e a re 
d i s t r i b u t i o n a l l i m i t a t i o n s upon the u t t e r a n c e s w i t h r e s p e c t 



3 

to each o t h e r w i t h i n a d i s c o u r s e , t h e y c o u l d be s t u d i e d w i t h 
g 

t h e method o f d e s c r i p t i v e l i n g u i s t i c s , " and a c t i v e l y commit 

t i n g t i m e to r e s e a r c h , h i s were the g r o u n d b r e a k i n g e f f o r t s 

i n the f i e l d . Much o f the m a t e r i a l to f o l l o w owes i t s impetus 

to d i s a g r e e m e n t s w i t h h i s m e t h o d s . 

As the a n a l y s i s o f s y n t a x ( w i t h i n the b o u n d a r i e s 

o f a s e n t e n c e grammar) became more e l a b o r a t e , c e r t a i n u n r e 

s o l v e d prob lems r e q u i r e d the a d d i t i o n of s e m a n t i c c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n s to the grammar, w h i l e s t i l l o t h e r problems l e d d i r e c t l y 

to c o n t e x t u a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . For i n s t a n c e , r e f e r e n c e problems 

l i k e t h o s e posed by (1) below e a s i l y r e s i s t e d e f f o r t s to f i n d 

t h e i r s o l u t i o n s w i t h i n the o r d i n a r y s e n t e n c e - i n - i s o 1 a t i o n 

f r a m e w o r k : 1 ^ 
I ) A n d c o n s e q u e n t I y , t h e y ' d b e t t e r d_o o t h e r -

w i s e o r t h e s a m e t h i ng w i l l h a p p e n a g a i n . 

Such c a s e s l e d d i r e c t l y to the need f o r c o n t e x t u a l r e c o v e r y . 

P r o n o m i n a l r e f e r e n c e , d e i x i s , a n a p h o r a , and s e n t e n c e 

a d v e r b i a l i z a t i o n , as i n ( 1 ) , each l e a d s beyond the bounds 

o f s e n t e n c e grammar i n g e n e r a l , and s e n t e n c e s y n t a x i n p a r 

t i c u l a r . N e v e r t h e l e s s , each i n v o l v e s a q u e s t i o n of r e f e r e n c e , 

s u g g e s t i n g t h a t d i s c o u r s e a n a l y s i s o r the p u r s u i t o f t h e i r 

adequate d e s c r i p t i o n s c o u l d be l i m i t e d s t r i c t l y to r e f e r e n 

t i a l t r e a t m e n t s . Such i s not the c a s e . A l t h o u g h the 

m y s t e r i e s o f p r o n o m i n a l i z a t i o n are p r e s e n t l y f a r f rom c l a r 

i f i c a t i o n , l o o k i n g f o r i d e n t i c a l NPs w i t h i n the domain of a 



1 

4 

d i s c o u r s e w i l l not be s u b s t a n t i a l l y d i f f e r e n t f rom l o o k i n g 

f o r t h o s e to be f o u n d w i t h i n a s i n g l e s e n t e n c e . F u r t h e r m o r e , 

c o n t e x t u a l a n a l y s i s s h o u l d not be e x p e c t e d to be a b l e to 

r e s o l v e r e f e r e n t i a l a m b i g u i t y f o r any g i v e n s e n t e n c e . I n s t e a d , 

the r e f e r e n c e s w h i c h are s u b s t a n t i a l l y beyond the d e s c r i p t i v e 

power o f a s e n t e n c e grammar have to dov^with p u r e l y l i n g u i s t i c 

o b j e c t s , l i k e c o n c l u s i o n s , o b j e c t i o n s , a r g u m e n t s , d e s c r i p 

t i o n s , e x a m p l e s , s u m m a r i e s , and o t h e r s . These a r e p e c u l i a r 

to d i s c o u r s e , and t h e i r r e f e r e n t s o f t e n c o n t a i n e n t i r e s e t s 

o f s e n t e n c e s , i n w h i c h u t t e r a n c e s a re o r d e r e d a c c o r d i n g to 

d e t e r m i n i n g c o n v e n t i o n s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , bo th t ime and l o c a t i o n d e i x i s pose 

prob lems i n d i s c o u r s e i n t h e i r own r i g h t , as u t t e r a n c e s such 

as " t h e above d e s c r i p t i o n " and " I now t u r n t o " a re by no 

means e x c e p t i o n a l i n l o n g e r t e x t s . Both prob lems a r e r e l a t e d 

to a n a p h o r a , w h i c h seems to be p e r m i s s i b l e o n l y i n t h o s e 

cases i n w h i c h the a u d i e n c e may be e x p e c t e d to s u p p l y e i t h e r 

t h r o u g h memory or i n f e r e n c e f rom c o n t e x t the d e l e t e d s t r u c t u r e 

o r m a t e r i a l . T h i s o b s e r v a t i o n s t a n d s i n s h a r p c o n t r a s t 

w i t h the o l d e r doctrifne of r e c o v e r a b i 1 i t y ; 1 1 p r e s e n t l y an 

o p e r a t i o n more l i k e t h a t known as r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , i n w h i c h 

one r e l i e s on p r e s u p p o s i t i o n and d e d u c t i o n , i s a t i s s u e . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , c o n t r a r y to p r e v i o u s b e l i e f , anaphora i s not an 

o p t i o n a l o p e r a t i o n . G r i c e has p o i n t e d o u t t h a t a r u l e 

o p e r a t e s i n c o n v e r s a t i o n such t h a t a s p e a k e r may not t e l l 
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an a u d i e n c e more than i t needs to know f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g . ' ^ 

Where the s p e a k e r s h o u l d d e l e t e and f a i l s to do so, the r e p e 

t i t i o n o f the same message u n i t i n e v i t a b l y l e a d s the a u d i e n c e 

to c o n f u s i o n , e x p e c t i n g t h a t more i s meant by i t s second 

o c c u r r e n c e than t h e y are a b l e to f i n d t h e r e . 

T h u s , the h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e r e g i s t e r s a s l o w 

but s u b s t a n t i a l a d j u s t m e n t i n the a t t i t u d e of l i n g u i s t s t o w a r d 

a r e a s l i k e t h a t o f c o n t e x t and d i s c o u r s e . C e r t a i n r e g u l a r i t i e s 

i n the b e h a v i o r o f s p e a k e r s f o r w h i c h c o n t e x t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n 

i s r e q u i r e d , c e r t a i n r e f e r e n c e s t h a t need c o n t e x t f o r l o c a t i o n , 

and the b r o a d e n i n g of s e m a n t i c i n q u i r y i n i t s e l f each p o i n t 

t o w a r d the need f o r a grammar w h i c h a l l o w s c o n t e x t u a l r e c o u r s e 

where n e c e s s a r y . What such a grammar must i n c l u d e as t h e o 

r e t i c a l o b j e c t s and what i t s e v e n t u a l consequences f o r c u r r e n t 

t h e o r y are f a l l w e l l beyond the scope of the p r e s e n t w o r k . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , g i v e n the p r e s e n t d i r e c t i o n t o w a r d p r a g m a t i c 

a r e a s and t o w a r d more s o p h i s t i c a t e d d e s c r i p t i o n s of v a r i o u s 

l a n g u a g e a b i l i t i e s , a c o n t e x t u a l 1 y - b a s e d grammar may be 

e x p e c t e d to have c o n s i d e r a b l e m e r i t . 

For example ( a g a i n f rom a h i s t o r i a l p e r s p e c t i v e ) , 

s e v e r a l grammarians a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f P e n n s y l v a n i a have 

argued t h a t even the n o t i o n t h a t the s e n t e n c e s ; o f - E n g l i s h 

form a r e c u r s i v e s e t , a p r i m i t i v e f o r s e n t e n c e g r a m m a t i c a l 

t h e o r y , i s i n d e f e n s i b l e . The g l o b a l s t r u c t u r e o f t h e s e t o f 

E n g l i s h s e n t e n c e s , a c c o r d i n g to R i c h a r d Smaby, i s much weaker 
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t h a n a r e c u r s i v e l y enumerable s e t , and i t i s i m p o s s i b l e 

a x i o m a t i c a l l y to s p e c i f y w h i c h k e r n e l s e n t e n c e s can c o - o c c u r 

i n more complex s e n t e n c e s . He p o i n t s out t h a t i f we a l l o w 

any s e n t e n c e s to be c o n j o i n e d by any c o n j u n c t i o n , we p r o d u c e 

r e s u l t s l i k e : 

John opened a door and organic chemistry 
was required of a l l students 3 because i f 
seventeen were not a prime, then the dairy 
association would have to back down. Thus3 

we can conclude that t e l e v i s i o n w i l l have 
a b e n e f i c i a l effect on the nation1's young.13 

A grammar of d i s c o u r s e , f o l l o w i n g the i m p l i c a t i o n s of 

examples l i k e the one a b o v e , s h o u l d be e x p e c t e d to f i n d i t s 

way i n t o the main s t ream o f l i n g u i s t i c w o r k . As i t s s u b j e c t 

m a t t e r g a i n s r e c o g n i t i o n i t s h o u l d come to be of i n t e r e s t to 

many a r e a s where i t i s now o n l y p e r i f e r a l or even c o n s i d e r e d 

i r r e l e v a n t . 

The Need f o r a S e m a n t i c s o f C o n j u n c t i o n i n D i s c o u r s e 

As a h i s t o r i c a l o v e r v i e w can give-' , the m i s l e a d i n g 

i m p r e s s i o n of i n n o v a t i o n , where i n f a c t o n l y a p r o g r e s s i v e 

d e v e l o p m e n t has t a k e n p l a c e , t h e t p r e v i o u s s e c t i o n c o u l d g i v e 

the i m p r e s s i o n t h a t a d i s c o u r s e grammar w i l l be m a r k e d l y 

o r i g i n a l o r a l i e n f rom c u r r e n t m e t h o d s . For t h i s work e x a c t l y 

the o p p o s i t e i s the c a s e , s i n c e i t draws u n s p a r i n g l y f rom 

p r e v i o u s e f f o r t s i n both- s y n t a x and s e m a n t i c s . In f a c t , i n 

P a r t I , v a r i o u s examples a re o f f e r e d by way o f showing t h a t an 
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i m p r o v e d grammar of c o n j o i n e d s e n t e n c e s , a l o n g l i n e s a l r e a d y 

e s t a b l i s h e d , can a d e q u a t e l y a c c o u n t f o r a n o m a l i e s , s h o u l d 

t h e y e x i s t , i n most s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e p a i r s . T h i s i s to 

say t h a t i n g e n e r a l a c o n j u n c t i o n grammar can be s u f f i c i e n t l y 

p o w e r f u l to b l o c k the g e n e r a t i o n of most anomalous c a s e s . 

In t h i s s e c t i o n , I b r i e f l y r e v i e w r e c e n t p r o g r e s s 

i n c o n j u n c t i o n s t u d i e s , and o f f e r some p r e l i m i n a r y r e v i s i o n s 

w i t h r e g a r d to the n o t i o n s of s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s , c o o r d i n a 

t i o n and s u b o r d i n a t i o n . Perhaps the most f a r - r e a c h i n g t r e n d 

i n s t u d i e s o f c o n j u n c t i o n i s the i n t r o d u c t i o n of a s e m a n t i c 

a n a l y s i s f o r t h i s a r e a . In an a r e a w h i c h had p r e v i o u s l y been 

d o m i n a t e d by c o o r d i n a t i o n , or o t h e r p r i n c i p a l l y s y n t a c t i c 

t r e a t m e n t s , t h e o n s e t o f s e m a n t i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a l l o w e d a 

much more c o n v i n c i n g e x p l a n a t i o n o f why c e r t a i n c o n j o i n e d 

c l a u s e s were p e c u l i a r . To t h i s e n d , R o b i n L a k o f f ' s work i n 

making e l e m e n t a r y d i s t i n c t i o n s between t y p e s of c o n j u n c t i o n 

f rom a s e m a n t i c p o i n t o f v i e w , as w e l l as i n i n t r o d u c i n g 
1 4 

i s s u e s o f p r a g m a t i c s , has been v i t a l . In e s s e n c e , the 

( a d m i t t e d l y f r a g m e n t a r y ) model t h a t i s now a v a i l a b l e i s a 

d e v i c e t h a t g e n e r a t e s a c c e p t a b i l i t y d e c i s i o n s about p a r t i c u l a r 

c o n j u n c t s i j n o n the b a s i s o f l o g i c a l f o r m u l a e . The a c c e p t 

a b i l i t y o f the c o n j o i n e d c l a u s e s depends on the e s t a b l i s h i n g 

o f an i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n between t h e m , g i v e n the a s s i s t a n c e 

o f p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s and the h e a r e r ' s i n f o r m a t i o n . 
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Her model i s based on a t l e a s t t h r e e c r i t e r i a : 

s e m a n t i c c o n d i t i o n s f o r a c c e p t a b i l i t y , l i k e " r e l e v a n c e " ; 

p r a g m a t i c a r e a s of k n o w l e d g e , i n c l u d i n g g l o b a l memory; and 

l a n g u a g e c o n v e n t i o n s on w h i c h the h e a r e r must r e l y f o r d r a w i n g 

needed p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s . From t h e s e t h r e e c r i t e r i a , i t f o l l o w s 

t h a t the o b j e c t o f g r a m m a t i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n , where c o n j u n c t i o n 

i s c o n c e r n e d , must be the a b i l i t y o f the s p e a k e r to use c o n 

j u n c t i o n c o r r e c t l y i n c o n t e x t . Compare t e s t s e n t e n c e s l i k e 

Tom went to the s t o r e and Mike went to the s t o r e w i t h t h e i r 

r e d u c e d c o u n t e r p a r t s , Tom and M i k e went to the s t o r e . As such 

p a i r s a r e not synonymous , i t i s c l e a r t h a t s y n t a c t i c o p e r a t i o n s 

l i k e c o o r d i n a t i o n r e d u c t i o n must depend on c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 

o t h e r t h a n s y n t a c t i c ones f o r a c c e p t a b i l i t y o f r e s u l t . 

S p e a k e r s can use Tom and Mike went to the s t o r e i n s i t u a t i o n s 

i n w h i c h the s p e a k e r wants to communicate t h a t t h e y went to 

the s t o r e t o g e t h e r . 

T u r n i n g to s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s , the i m m e d i a t e 

p r o b l e m , much l e s s work has been u n d e r t a k e n . Compared to 

s t u d i e s on c o n j u n c t i o n , a n a l y s i s o f s e n t e n c e p a i r s has been 

l i m i t e d p r i m a r i l y to q u e s t i o n s and answers and a n e c e s s a r i l y 
1 5 

ad hoc s e r i e s o f o b s e r v a t i o n s on when r e p l i e s a r e r e a s o n a b l e . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t seems to be the case th'aitmmaiii'yss'entenee p a i r s 

i n d i s c o u r s e t h a t a re not-jorinj;o'.i nedl6oh l?dcbe j o 6 n j ; d i n'ed r w i t h no 

l o s s o f s e n s e . Whether or not t h e s e are c o n j o i n e d by a s p e a k e r 
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may i n f a c t be a m a t t e r o f o u t p u t c o n s t r a i n t s , l i k e u t t e r a n c e 

l e n g t h , s t y l i s t i c i n t e n t i o n s , e t c . Compare (2) and ( 3 ) : 

2) W h i t e h e a d s a i d t h a t a l a w o f n a t u r e b e g i n s 
a s an h y p o t h e s i s a n d e n d s a s a " i f i a c t . " 
T h i s o b s e r v a t i o n t e n d s t o g i v e p e r s p e c t i v e 
t o t h e " f a c t s " o f p h y s i c s . 

3) W h i t e h e a d s a i d t h a t a l a w o f n a t u r e b e g i n s 
a s a n h y p o t h e s i s a n d e n d s a s a " f a c t ; " 
t h i s o b s e r v a t i o n t e n d s t o g i v e p e r s p e c t i v e 
t o t h e f a c t s o f phys<i:cs. 

However , r e l a t i o n s between s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s i n 

d i s c o u r s e a r e not o n l y a m a t t e r o f c o n j o i n i n g c l a u s e s o r n o t . 

N o t i c e t h a t (4) c o n t a i n s s e n t e n c e s t h a t when j o i n e d , as i n 

( 5 ) , s t a n d i n what i s commonly c a l l e d a s u b o r d i n a t i o n r e l a t i o n . 

In p a s t s t r u c t u r a l d e s c r i p t i o n s , t h e s e c l a u s e s were r e p r e s e n t e d 

as embedded: 

4) J o h n t o o k h i s T.V. s e t t o . t h e r e p a i r m a n 
f o r a c h e c k o u t . He h a d b e t $50 on t h e 
game a n d he w a n t e d t o make c e r t a i n t h a t 
he w o u l d w a t c h i t . 

5) J o h n t o o k h i s T.V. s e t t o t h e r e p a i r m a n 
f o r a c h e c k o u t b e c a u s e he h a d b e t $ 5 0 
on t h e game a n d he w a n t e d t o make c e r t a i n 
t h a t he w o u l d w a t c h i t . 

For the p u r p o s e s o f d e f i n i n g " s u b o r d i n a t i o n " f o r d i s c o u r s e 

grammar, i t i s i m p o r t a n t to n o t i c e t h a t the o n l y c l a u s e s w h i c h 

are never s e p a r a b l e i n d i s c o u r s e and w h i c h are t a k e n commonly 

as s u b o r d i n a t e i n s e n t e n c e grammar a r e the r e s t r i c t i v e 
•I c 

c l a u s e s , (whereas noun c l a u s e s and a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s may 

be s e p a r a b l e ) : 
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6) a ? * T h e m a n . was a f r i e n d o f o u r s . T h e m a n j 
d i e d . ( T h e m a n j w h o ; d i e d was a f r i e n d 
o f o u r s . ) 

b I know t h a t Moby D i c k h a s a b r o t h e r , 
c T h e r e ' s no t r u t h i n w h a t he s a y s . 

7) a S i n c e H a r r y was a b i g game h u n t e r he knew 
w h e r e t o f i n d t h e e l e p h a n t s , 

b H a r r y was a b i g game h u n t e r . He knew w h e r e 
t o f i n d t h e e l e p h a n t s . 

8) a E v e r y o n e knew w h a t J o h n b e l i e v e d . He f e l t 
t h a t u s i n g g u n s t o s e t t l e w a g e d i s p u t e s 
was s i l l y . 

b E v e r y o n e knew t h a t J o h n b e l i e v e d t h a t u s i n g 
g u n s t o s e t t l e w a g e d i s p u t e s was s i l l y . 

(6a) s h o u l d p r o p e r l y r e a d "a_ man was a f r i e n d " because t h e , 

when i t appears w i t h o u t a r e s t r i c t i v e c l a u s e , s i g n a l s t h a t the 

needed r e s t r i c t i v e c l a u s e has appeared as i n f o r m a t i o n e a r l i e r 

i n the d i s c o u r s e . O t h e r w i s e , one c o u l d not know who " t h e " 

man w a s . A l t h o u g h work has been done r e c e n t l y to show t h a t 

the deep s t r u c t u r e o f r e l a t i v e c l a u s e s m i g h t be a c o n j u n c t i o n 

c o n s t r u c t i o n , 1 7 the i n s e p a r a b i l i t y of the r e s t r i c t i v e r e l a t i v e 

c l a u s e w o u l d tend to i n d i c a t e t h a t i t i s more c l o s e l y bound 

to the NP t h a n has been t h o u g h t . (9) o f f e r s a t y p i c a l example 

of an a n t e c e d e n t r e l a t i v e c l a u s e to w h i c h the r e f e r s : 

9) H a r r y h a d n e v e r s e e n t h e p e r s o n who r o b b e d 
t h e b a n k b e f o r e i n h i s l i f e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
he f e l t t h a t t h e man w a s s t r a n g e l y f a m i l i a r . 

W i t h a n o t a b l e e x c e p t i o n , g r a m m a t i c a l t r e a t m e n t s o f s e n t e n c e 

p a i r s have c o n f i n e d t h e m s e l v e s to such phenomena w i t h o u t 

q u e s t i o n i n g wfjiy d i s c o u r s e s , composed o f such s e n t e n c e s , a r e 
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c o n n e c t e d and r e a s o n a b l e . O n l y the T r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l and 

D i s c o u r s e A n a l y s i s P r o j e c t a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f P e n n s y l v a n i a 

has m a i n t a i n e d t h a t s p e a k e r s p r o d u c e d i s c o u r s e s i n s t e a d of 
1 9 

s i n g l e s e n t e n c e s , t h a t t r a n s f o r m s are s e c o n d a r y to p a r a -
20 

p h r a s e r e l a t i o n s , and t h a t s p e c i f i c a t i o n of a s p e a k e r ' s 

d i s c o u r s e a b i l i t i e s i s more i m p o r t a n t than the d e s c r i p t i o n 

of i n t e r n a l c o n s t r a i n t s on l a n g u a g e s t r u c t u r e . W h i l e e f f o r t s 

by t h o s e of the g e n e r a t i v e - s e m a n t i c p e r s u a s i o n have begun 
21 

to g i v e t h i s s o r t o f p o s i t i o n the a t t e n t i o n i t d e s e r v e s , 

the q u e s t i o n of why a s p e a k e r uses s e n t e n c e s i n the o r d e r he 

does has been c o n s i d e r e d more p r o p e r l y a s t u d y f o r the p s y c h o -
22 

l o g i s t o r s o c i o l o g i s t than the l i n g u i s t . 

I t i s c l e a r t h a t s p e a k e r s do have r e a s o n s f o r 

i n i t i a t i n g speech and t h a t such r e a s o n s are c o m p r e h e n s i b l e 

to h e a r e r s i s o b v i o u s f rom the f a c t t h a t c o m m u n i c a t i o n would 

be i m p o s s i b l e o t h e r w i s e . C o n v e r s e l y , we can r e c o g n i z e com

m u n i c a t i o n t h a t f a i l s , as i n ( 1 0 ) : 
1 0 ) ? ?We f o u n d a l l t h o s e m a g a z i n e s i n t h e b a c k 

s e a t o f t h e c a r . H o w e v e r , Don knew t h a t 
M a r y w o u l d h a t e h i m i f s h e d i d n ' t g o b a c k . 
S o , L i n d a q u i c k l y l o c k e d t h e d o o r a n d 
b e g a n t o c o u n t h e r m o s q u i t o b i t e s . A f t e r 
a w h i l e we t h o u g h t b e t t e r o f i t a n d r e 
p o r t e d t h e c r a s h . 

From a s e n t e n c e grammar p o i n t o f v i e w , each s e n t e n c e , i n i s o 

l a t i o n , i s g r a m m a t i c a l and the c o n j u n c t i o n s are a c c e p t a b l e , 

i f c o n t e x t p r i o r to t h e i m m e d i a t e l y a n t e c e d e n t s e n t e n c e i s 

i g n o r e d . 
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The D e s i g n of a T h e o r y of C o n t i n u i t y i n D i s c o u r s e 

I t i s c l e a r t h a t r e a d e r s i n t u i t i v e l y a r e a b l e to 

r e c o g n i z e c o n n e c t e d n e s s between s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s . Any 

t h e o r y of d i s c o u r s e must be a b l e to a c c o u n t f o r a t l e a s t 

t h i s a b i l i t y . C o n s e q u e n t l y , s i n c e meaning r e l a t i o n s e x i s t 

between s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s , such a t h e o r y must be a b l e to 

s p e c i f y w h i c h r e l a t i o n s e x i s t between p a r t i c u l a r s e n t e n c e 

p a i r s . L i k e w i s e , and more i m p o r t a n t l y , i t must a l s o be a b l e 

to i d e n t i f y s e n t e n c e p a i r s w h i c h are a n o m a l o u s . The degree 

to w h i c h a t h e o r y o f d i s c o u r s e c o n j u n c t i o n w i l l be a d e q u a t e , 

t h e n , w i l l depend on i t s p o s s e s s i n g s u f f i c i e n t c r i t e r i a to 

a c c o u n t f o r any t y p e o f s u c c e s s i v e - s e n t e n c e anomaly and i t s 

a b i l i t y to d i s c o v e r c o n n e c t i o n s between s e n t e n c e p a i r s . 

( N o t i c e t h a t the term c o n j u n c t i o n r e f e r s to s e n t e n c e p a i r s 

i n g e n e r a l h e r e ; as noted i n the prevn'duseseci t i i ion, many 

s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s c o u l d be c o n j o i n e d , and a r e t h e r e f o r e 

subsumed here w i t h i n a t h e o r y o f c o n j u n c t i o n . ) 

P a r t I o f t h i s s t u d y w i l l be d i r e c t l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h 

the need f o r a model o f d i s c o u r s e to s p e c i f y and e x c l u d e 

anomalous s u c c e e d i n g s e n t e n c e s . I t s c h i e f aim i s an e x a m i 

n a t i o n of the i n a d e q u a c y f o r d i s c o u r s e grammar o f many o f the 

c r i t e r i a w h i c h seem s u f f i c i e n t f o r s e n t e n c e grammar. As I 

s h a l l show, anomaly judgements a r e h i g h l y c o m p l e x , i n t h a t 

t h e y may depend on a range of c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . For the sake 

of c o h e r e n c e , the m a t e r i a l on w h i c h anomaly judgements are 
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based i s d i v i d e d i n t o f i v e a r e a s : s y n t a x , c o m p o s i t i o n a l 

s e m a n t i c s , common t o p i c s e m a n t i c s , i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t , and 

e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t . W h i l e t h i s d i v i s i o n i s a r t i f i c i a l , s i n c e 

t h e r e a re c l e a r l y r e l a t i o n s between a r e a s , each does d i s 

t i n g u i s h a n e a r l y i n d e p e n d e n t a rea of l a n g u a g e b e h a v i o r . As 

a m a t t e r o f f o r m a t , t h e n , each o f the f o u r c h a p t e r s to f o l l o w 

i n P a r t I i s d i r e c t e d toward a t l e a s t one of t h e s e , p r o g r e s s i n g 

f rom s y n t a x to e x t e n d e d ^ c o n t e x t . 

W h i l e P a r t I i s c o m p l e t e l y engaged w i t h the s u b j e c t s 

o f s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e anomaly and c o n n e c t i o n , s u c c e s s i v e 

s e n t e n c e s a l s o are a t o p i c i n P a r t I I . There I show t h a t 

f o l l o w i n g s e n t e n c e s become anomalous when the i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y 

f o r c e they c a r r y i s i n c o n s i s t e n t t w i t h l a r g e r d i s c o u r s e f o r c e 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . T h u s , P a r t I and P a r t I I a r e d i s t i n c t i n a t 

l e a s t t h i s r e s p e c t : P a r t I l o o k s a t c o n j u n c t c o n t e n t w h i l e 

P a r t I I l o o k s a t c o n j u n c t f o r c e . In the f i n a l c h a p t e r o f 

P a r t I I , I show t h a t f o r c e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s d e t e r m i n e , i n many 

c a s e s , w h i c h meaning r e l a t i o n s s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s a l l o w a b l y 

may h a v e . In e f f e c t , I argue t h a t f o r c e i s an a d d i t i o n a l 

c r i t e r i o n to be added to the f i v e a b o v e , a l t h o u g h i t i s p a r t 

o f a t h e o r y of speech a c t i o n r a t h e r than of c o n t e n t or f o r m . 

Two p r i m e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n d i s c o v e r i n g a n o m a l i e s 

o f the d i f f e r e n t t y p e s are the means (or n e c e s s a r y o p e r a t i o n s 

i n p r o c e s s i n g ) by w h i c h r e a d e r s u n d e r s t a n d s e n t e n c e p a i r s , and 

what c o n s t i t u t e s i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t w o u l d c o u n t t o w a r d s a 
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judgement of c o n t i n u i t y at each s t a g e . S i n c e s u c c e s s i v e 

s e n t e n c e s c l e a r l y w i l l have to be a t l e a s t s y n t a c t i c a l l y 

w e l l - f o r m e d , r e c o g n i t i o n o f s y n t a c t i c d e v i a n c e i s the l o g i c a l 

p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e . However , w h i l e a s y n t a c t i c model b l o c k s 

g r o s s a n o m a l y , e n s u r i n g f o r example t h a t p r o n o m i n a l i z a t i o n 

a c r o s s s e n t e n c e b o u n d a r i e s p r e s e r v e s gender and number, i t 

w i l l i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y g e n e r a t e p a i r s w h i c h are s e m a n t i c a l l y 

c o n t r a d i c t o r y , p r a g m a t i c a l l y u n a c c e p t a b l e , o r m i s o r d e r e d 

where o r d e r i n g c r i t e r i a o f a s e m a n t i c t y p e e x i s t . 

From s y n t a c t i c r e c o g n i t i o n I move i n C h a p t e r 3~ t o 

s e m a n t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , s p e c i f i c a l l y o f the c o m p o s i t i o n a l 

k i n d . Such a s e m a n t i c s , h o w e v e r , w i l l not b l o c k o b v i o u s l y 

odd s e n t e n c e c o u p l e s l i k e Grandma bakes r a b b i t s s l o w l y and  

why i s t h i s dye s y n t h e t i c ? An i n t e r p r e t a t i o n must work toward 

s p e c i f y i n g what r e l a t i o n p a i r e d c l a u s e s and s e n t e n c e s h a v e , 

i f i t i s to be of use i n a c c o u n t i n g u l t i m a t e l y f o r c o n t i n u i t y 

d e c i s i o n s . T h e r e f o r e , I t a k e up R. L a k o f f ' s "common t o p i c " 

p r o p o s a l f o r c o n j u n c t i o n , w h i c h does a t t e m p t to s p e c i f y such 

r e l a t i o n s . 

S i n c e i t i s p o s s i b l e to combine s e n t e n c e s i n d i s 

c o u r s e a c c e p t a b l y y w i t h o u t "common t o p i c s " and l i k e w i s e to 

f i n d s e n t e n c e s w i t h common t o p i c s w h i c h a r e not a c c e p t a b l e , 

a d d i t i o n a l c r i t e r i a a re n e c e s s a r y . O n l y the t h i r d v e r s i o n 

o f the common t o p i c c o n s t r a i n t d i r e c t l y r e l a t e s to s u c c e s s i v e 

s e n t e n c e p r o b l e m s , but R. L a k o f f ' s a c c o u n t c o n t r i b u t e s much 
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t o w a r d an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the o p e r a t i o n s n e c e s s a r y f o r p r o 

c e s s i n g c o n j u n c t i o n s or s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s . In p a r t i c u l a r , 

her a c c o u n t i n t r o d u c e s the i s s u e s o f knowledge of the w o r l d , 

p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s , and c e r t a i n l o g i c a l o p e r a t i o n s f o r i n t e r 

p r e t i n g c o n j u n c t s . I subsume a l l o f t h e s e under the n o t i o n s 

of " i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t " and " p r a g m a t i c s , " w h i c h are d e a l t 

w i t h as c a n d i d a t e s f o r s u f f i c i e n c y s u b s e q u e n t to "common 

t o p i c . " 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , the second and t h i r d s e c t i o n s o f 

C h a p t e r 3 make a case f o r the r o l e o f c o n t e x t , p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s , 

and l i m i t e d d e d u c t i o n i n f i n d i n g s y m m e t r i c r e l a t i o n s between 

s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s . A l t h o u g h such o p e r a t i o n s can be shown 

to be i n s t r u m e n t a l i n d i s c o v e r i n g s y m m e t r i c r e l a t i o n s , what 

i s r e a l l y a t s t a k e i n such cases i s r e c o v e r y o f u n d e r l y i n g 

s t r u c t u r e , s p e c i f i c a l l y a s y m m e t r i c p r e d i c a t e and an a d v e r 

b i a l c l a u s e o f r e s p e c t , i n t h a t + S . The f o u r t h s e c t i o n ; , 

t h e n , makes a p r a g m a t i c d i s t i n c t i o n between c a s e s o f r e c o v e r y 

of e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e and the l a r g e r body o f p r a g m a t i c c a s e s , 

or prob lems of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . The l a t t e r a r e a l s o the 

more; c o m p l i c a t e d cases of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n f rom i m m e d i a t e c o n 

t e x t and knowledge of the w o r l d . 

C h a p t e r 4 s p e c i f i c a l l y examines " i n f e r e n c e " and 

" c o n s e q u e n c e " c o n j u n c t i o n , as t y p e s w h i c h b e s t c o n f o r m to 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n f rom immedia te c o n t e x t . W h i l e consequence 

r e l a t i o n s have to do w i t h d i s c o v e r i n g a s p e a k e r ' s e x p e c t a t i o n s 
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about the w o r l d , i t i s a l s o n e c e s s a r y a t t h i s p o i n t to examine 

c e r t a i n c o n t r a s t i n g a c c o u n t s o f t h i s r e l a t i o n f rom a s e n t e n c e 

grammar p e r s p e c t i v e . 

W h i l e s y n t a c t i c , s e m a n t i c , and immedia te c o n t e x t 

c r i t e r i a a r e a l l n e c e s s a r y f o r s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e a c c e p t 

a b i l i t y , a f i n a l c r i t e r i o n must be added to e n s u r e s u f f i c i e n c y . 

C h a p t e r 5 shows t h a t p r a g m a t i c c o n s i d e r a t i o n s r e a c h beyond 

i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t to e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t . O c c a s i o n a l l y , i n f o r 

m a t i o n needed f o r d e t e r m i n i n g s e n t e n c e c o n t i n u i t y l i e s beyond 

the i m m e d i a t e l y a n t e c e d e n t s e n t e n c e or the s p e a k e r ' s a b i l i t y 

to deduce from the immedia te s e n t e n c e s as p a i r e d . I c i t e 

r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s s e p a r a t e d i n d i s c o u r s e as examples of the 

c r i t e r i o n of c o n n e c t e d n e s s , o r e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t . I n f o r m a t i o n 

w h i c h may o n l y be o b t a i n e d from p r i o r c o n t e x t , such as whether 

a s p e a k e r i s r e p o r t i n g h i s own r e a s o n s and b e l i e f s o r a n o t h e r ' s 

i n e x p l a n a t i o n o f some e v e n t , i s e s s e n t i a l to the i n t e r p r e t a 

t i o n o f such c o n s t r u c t s i n d i s c o u r s e . 

G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g t h e n , C h a p t e r s 2 2 t t h r ; o u g h 5 5 e x t e n d 

the c r i t e r i a needed to make c o n t i n u i t y and anomaly d e c i s i o n s 

about s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s i n d i s c o u r s e f rom s y n t a x to e x 

tended c o n t e x t . As w e l l , t h e y emphas ize the o p e r a t i o n s by 

w h i c h l a n g u a g e - u s e r s i n t e r p r e t s e n t e n c e s i n s u c c e s s i v e p a i r s , 

the o p e r a t i o n s upon w h i c h d e c i s i o n s o f a c c e p t a b i l i t y a r e 

u l t i m a t e l y c o n t i n g e n t . 
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C h a p t e r 2 

THE INADEQUACY OF SYNTACTIC CRITERIA FOR 

CONJUNCTION THEORY 

The P l a c e o f S y n t a c t i c R u l e s i n Models o f D i s c o u r s e 

C h a p t e r 1 r a i s e d s e v e r a l d i s t i n c t i s s u e s i n r e g a r d 

to the r o l e o f s y n t a x i n a t h e o r y o f d i s c o u r s e . One 

q u e s t i o n i n p a r t i c u l a r i s f u n d a m e n t a l : may s y n t a c t i c r u l e s 

be e x t e n d e d to c o v e r d i s c o u r s e phenomena? In s h o r t , a l t h o u g h 

a t h e o r y of s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e a c c e p t a b i l i t y must n e c e s s a r i l y 

i n c l u d e a s e n t e n c e s y n t a x , do t h e r e e x i s t any s y n t a c t i c 

r u l e s p e r t a i n i n g e x c l u s i v e l y to d i s c o u r s e ? In t h i s s e c t i o n 

I d i s c u s s b r i e f l y s e v e r a l o f the p r o m i n e n t p o s i t i o n s w i t h 

r e g a r d to t h e s e q u e s t i o n , b e f o r e f o r m u l a t i n g my own n e g a t i v e 

r e s p o n s e . 

N e c e s s a r i l y , t h i s d i s c u s s i o n w i l l depend g r e a t l y on 

the n o t i o n o f " s y n t a x , " a n o t i o n w h i c h has become i n c r e a s 

i n g l y d i f f i c u l t to d e f i n e o r s p e c i f y . Many phenomena, h a v i n g 

to do w i t h b o t h s t r u c t u r e and l e x i c o n , and w h i c h were once 

t a k e n to be s t r i c t l y s y n t a c t i c , a re now t h o u g h t to be s e m a n t i c , 

20 
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o r m e a n i n g - b a s e d . C o n s e q u e n t l y , to a v o i d r e s t r i c t i n g " s y n t a x " 

p u r e l y to m o r p h o l o g y , I w i l l r e s o r t to an e a r l i e r o r h i s 

t o r i c a l sense o f t h i s t e r m , i n w h i c h c o o r d i n a t i o n , p r o n o m i n a l -

i z a t i o n , a n a p h o r a , f e a t u r e s l i k e [+ Human], and t r a n s f o r m a 

t i o n s i n g e n e r a l a re c o n s i d e r e d to be m e a n i n g - i n d e p e n d e n t o r 

2 

s y n t a c t i c . I t i s not i n a p p r o p r i a t e to r e t u r n to t h i s s e n s e , 

s i n c e i t was the b a s i s f o r s e v e r a l i m p o r t a n t arguments a g a i n s t 

d i s c o u r s e a n a l y s i s . T h u s , by " s y n t a c t i c " I r e f e r to r u l e s 

w h i c h can be w r i t t e n w i t h o u t s e m a n t i c i n f o r m a t i o n or w h i c h 

need not depend on d i c t i o n a r y l o o k - u p . 

R e t u r n i n g to the q u e s t i o n o f d i s c o u r s e r u l e s and 

the p o s s i b i l i t y o f e x t e n d i n g s y n t a c t i c r u l e s to a c c o u n t f o r 

d i s c o u r s e phenomena, the i s s u e s may be r e d u c e d to a t l e a s t 

two s c h o o l s o f t h o u g h t . One wou ld argue t h a t s i n c e p r o 

nomina l i z a t i on , a n a p h o r a , and t e r m - r e c u r r e n c e a c r o s s s e n t e n c e 

b o u n d a r i e s a r e d i s c o u r s e phenomena, the s y n t a c t i c r u l e s t h a t 

c h a r a c t e r i z e them s h o u l d be i n c l u d e d among the r u l e s f o r 

d i s c o u r s e . As W. D r e s s i e r has p o i n t e d o u t , -
The best known area of discourse grammar 
i s anaphora or s u b s t i t u t i o n or cross-
reference or, more r e s t r i c t e d 3 coreference, 
subjects that are often treated by means ^ 
of extending discourse grammar rules. . . . 

The work of L a u r i K a r t t u n e n and Z e l l i g H a r r i s may be c i t e d 

here as examples w h i c h e x t e n d s y n t a c t i c a n a l y s i s and r e f e r e n c e 

p r o b l e m s i n t o d i s c o u r s e , ( a l t h o u g h K a r t t u n e n ' s l a t e r work 

l s s e m a n t i c ) . 
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K a r t t u n e n 1 s v a r i o u s c o n c l u s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g r e f e r 

ence and s p e c i f i c i t y f o r noun p h r a s e s i n v o l v e the e x t e n s i o n 

of c e r t a i n s y n t a c t i c a n a l y s e s beyond the b o u n d a r i e s o f s e n 

t e n c e s . S i n c e , by and l a r g e , t h e s e are based on c o - o c c u r r e n c e , 

t h e y a r e f u n d a m e n t a l l y r e l a t e d to H a r r i s ' e a r l i e r and a l s o 

w e l l known programme of a n a l y s i s . The H a r r i s models o f 

" d i s c o u r s e a n a l y s i s " f o c u s e d d i r e c t l y on the phenomena o f 

o c c u r r e n c e i n d i s c o u r s e , i n an a t t e m p t to f i n d a s u c c e s s f u l 

method of a n a l y s i s f o r b r e a k i n g a d i s c o u r s e t e x t down i n t o 

s e n t e n c e s w h i c h r e c u r r e d and s e n t e n c e s w h i c h d i d n o t . In 

e f f e c t t h e n , the b e s t known a t t e m p t s to e x t e n d s y n t a c t i c 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s to d i s c o u r s e have c e n t e r e d on the r e l a t i v e l y 

p r e d i c t a b l e t o p i c s o f c o - o c c u r r e n c e and r e c u r r e n c e , and on 

the d a t a o f p r o n o m i n a l i z a t i o n , a n a p h o r a , and lexeme r e c u r r e n c e 

i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

S i n c e H a r r i s ' models were s y n t a c t i c o n e s , i n t e r e s t e d 

o n l y i n " d e c o m p o s i n g " t e x t s i n t o " s t r i n g s , " w h i c h were then 

to be compared to o t h e r t e x t u a l s t r i n g s , t h e i r u l t i m a t e 

v a l u e can o n l y be e s t i m a t e d r e l a t i v e to the e x t e n t to w h i c h 

l a n g u a g e u s e r s depend on p u r e l y f o r m a l s y n t a c t i c c o n v e n t i o n s 

and t e r m - r e c u r r e n c e to d e t e r m i n e d i s c o u r s e w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s . 

H a r r i s c o n t r a s t e d h i s " s t r i n g a n a l y s i s " w i t h the c o n s t i t u e n t 

s t r u c t u r e and t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l a n a l y s e s o n l y , l e a v i n g the 

c o n t r a s t w i t h a s e m a n t i c o r " m e a n i n g " a n a l y s i s up to the 

r e a d e r . In e f f e c t , t h i s l e f t open the q u e s t i o n of whether 
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o r not r e c u r r e n c e was i n f a c t a s y n t a c t i c p r o b l e m , a q u e s t i o n 

t h a t remains w i t h o u t an a n s w e r . 

A second s c h o o l of t h o u g h t m i g h t be e x p e c t e d to 

argue t h a t p r o n o m i n a l i z a t i o n , a n a p h o r a , and t e r m - r e c u r r e n c e 

c o u l d not be s t a t e d a d e q u a t e l y w i t h s y n t a c t i c r u l e s . For 

e x a m p l e , a l t h o u g h once t h o u g h t to be a p u r e l y s y n t a c t i c 

phenomenon, s e m a n t i c c o n s t r a i n t s have r e c e n t l y been i n t r o d u c e d 

i n t o the a n a l y s i s o f p r o n o m i n a l i z a t i o n , t h e s u b j e c t o f most 

stiudies o f c o - o c c u r r e n c e . For e x a m p l e , Kuno has a r g u e d c o n 

v i n c i n g l y t h a t "Backward p r o n o m i n a l i z a t i o n i s p o s s i b l e f o r 

E n g l i s h o n l y when the r i g h t - m o s t o f the two c o r e f e r e n t i a l 
g 

noun p h r a s e s r e p r e s e n t s o l d , p r e d i c t a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n . " By 

" o l d " i n f o r m a t i o n , Kuno r e l i e s on the n o t i o n o f " p r e d i c t 

a b i l i t y , " w h i c h i s a r e f i n e m e n t on the theme-rheme d i s t i n c t i o n 

borrowed from the Prague s c h o o l o f d i s c o u r s e a n a l y s i s . 7 

Based on the s t i l l o l d e r n o t i o n of i n f o r m a t i o n e n t r o p y , the 

theme i s c a s h a b l e as e i t h e r r e p e a t e d s u b j e c t o r p r e d i c t a b l e 

s u b j e c t , thus p r e s e n t i n g no "new" i n f o r m a t i o n i n the r e q u i r e d 

s e n s e . 

From a n o t h e r d i r e c t i o n , a l s o s e m a n t i c a l l y o r i e n t e d , 

L a k o f f ' s t r a n s d e r i v a t i o n a l a p p r o a c h a t t e m p t s to f i n d s e m a n t i c 

s o l u t i o n s to s t a n d i n g problems i n s y n t a x , w i t h p a r t i c u l a r 
o 

emphasis on a n a p h o r a . A l t h o u g h e lements o f o l d e r t r e a t m e n t s 

can be f o u n d i n the t r a n s d e r i v a t i o n a l a c c o u n t , i n t h a t the 

p o s i t i o n r e l i e s on p u r e l y s y n t a c t i c arguments a t t i m e s , a t 
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base i t i s a s e m a n t i c a c c o u n t o f c e r t a i n s y n t a c t i c a l l y p e c u l i a r 

b e h a v i o r . L a k o f f has argued t h a t t r a n s d e r i v a t i o n a l c o n s t r a i n t s 

a r e needed to b l o c k a m b i g u i t i e s a r i s i n g f rom p r o n o m i n a l i z a -

t i o n , as i n s e n t e n c e s l i k e Spats and Eddy came i n and he (?)  

o f f e r e d us a l l a l i t t l e r i d e to the r i v e r : , i n w h i c h the 

o u t p u t f r o m the f i r s t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l c y c l e c a n n o t p r o v i d e 

s u f f i c i e n t i n f o r m a t i o n to b l o c k p r o n o m i n a l i z a t i o n , p r e s e n t l y 

c o n s i d e r e d a p o s t - c y c l i c o p e r a t i o n . More i m p o r t a n t l y , 

a n a p h o r a and l a r g e r i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n s l i k e t h o s e of d e l e t e d 

v e r b p h r a s e s and even c l a u s e s (as i n John i s an a r m c h a i r  

w a r r i o r , i f even t h a t , where t h a t r e f e r s to a d e l e t e d c l a u s e ) 

a l s o f a l l under t r a n s d e r i v a t i o n a l c o n s t r a i n t s . F o r t h e s e 

l a r g e r r e l a t i o n s i n p a r t i c u l a r , L a k o f f p o s t u l a t e s t h a t c o n 

s t r a i n t s o f the s o r t needed would have to be a b l e to s t a t e 

i d e n t i t y c o n d i t i o n s between a d e r i v a t i o n and what can be 

deduced from the s e m a n t i c r e p r e s e n t a t i o n and s e n t e n c e p r e 

s u p p o s i t i o n s . Whatever the e v e n t u a l outcome of h i s p r o p o s a l , 

an u t t e r a n c e ' s m e a n i n g , as w e l l as w h a t e v e r p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s 

i t i n c o r p o r a t e s , must be c o n s i d e r e d a c o n d i t i o n g o v e r n i n g 

what m a t e r i a l can be d e l e t e d o r w h i c h m e a n i n g - c h a n g i n g l a s t -

c y c l i c t r a n s f o r m s , l i k e p r o n o m i n a l i z a t i o n or adverb p r e -

p o s i n g , may be a l l o w e d to o p e r a t e . For e x a m p l e , c o n s i d e r 

( l b ) : 9 
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I ) a D o g s a r e a l l o w e d t o r u n f r e e i n many a r e a s . 
In many a r e a s , d o g s a r e a l l o w e d t o r u n f r e e , 

b Men h a v e w i v e s i n many c i t i e s . 
In many c i t i e s , men h a v e w i v e s . 

( l b ) d e m o n s t r a t e s the n e c e s s i t y f o r c o n s t r a i n i n g such o p e r a t i o n s , 

as w e l l as the r e l a t i v e d i f f i c u l t y o f a p p l y i n g such c o n s t r a i n t s 

b e f o r e e i t h e r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n or s e m a n t i c r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

T h u s , f rom the d i s c u s s i o n a b o v e , i t a p p e a r s t h a t the 

d u a l i s s u e s o f e x t e n d i n g s y n t a c t i c r u l e s i n t o d i s c o u r s e and 

w h e t h e r s y n t a x o r s e m a n t i c s i s p r i o r ( w h i c h i s a c t u a l l y a 

q u e s t i o n about how the e x t e n d e d r u l e s wou ld be s t a t e d ) are 

a n y t h i n g but c l e a r c u t or w e l l - d e f i n e d . F u r t h e r , an a d d i t i o n a l 

c o m p l i c a t i o n e x i s t s w i t h r e g a r d to the g r a m m a t i c a l s t a t u s of 

d i s c o u r s e r u l e s . In a d i s c o u r s e a n a l y s i s o f a s h o r t t e x t 

by B e r t r a n d R u s s e l l , C a r l o t a S m i t h g i v e s the d e s i g n a t i o n 

o f s t y 1 i s t i c s , a term n o r m a l l y r e s e r v e d f o r o p t i o n a l , r h e t o r i c a l , 

o p e r a t i o n s , to what i s b a s i c a l l y a s y n t a c t i c a n a l y s i s e x t e n d e d 

to d i s c o u r s e . 1 ^ T h i s i s a t e r m i n o l o g i c a l way of e x c l u d i n g r u l e s 

a p p l y i n g t o j d i s e o u r s e f r o m g t h e ^ g r a m m a r . : H e r j a n a l y s i s depends 

h e a v i l y on t r a n s f o r m a t i o n grammar f o r d e r i v a t i o n a l h i s t o r i e s , 

w i t h much emphasis on the s t r u c t u r i n g of c e r t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , she draws c e r t a i n n o n - s t y l i s t i c c o n c l u s i o n s 

about the d i s t i n c t i o n between s u b j e c t s and t o p i c s f rom the 

r e s u l t s . Why such c l e a r l y s y n t a c t i c r u l e s become " s t y l i s t i c " 

when a p p l i e d o r e x t e n d e d t o d i s c o u r s e , and a r e d i s q u a l i f i e d 

f rom h a v i n g g r e a t e r g e n e r a l i t y o r m o t i v a t i o n w i t h r e s p e c t 
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to s e n t e n c e s e m a n t i c s , i s not o b v i o u s . On the one h a n d , her 

p o s i t i o n can be de fended on the grounds t h a t p l a c e m e n t of 

i n f o r m a t i o n and i n f o r m a t i o n emphasis a re s t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g 

not m a t t e r s o f e i t h e r s y n t a x o r s e m a n t i c s (and thus are not 

n e c e s s a r i l y t o p i c s f o r g r a m m a t i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n ) . On the 

o t h e r h a n d , even the f a c t t h a t i n s p e c i f i e d e n v i r o n m e n t s 

s p e a k e r s c o n s i s t e n t l y r e f e r to p a s t m a t e r i a l e a r l y i n an 

u t t e r a n c e and i n t r o d u c e new m a t e r i a l l a t e i n an u t t e r a n c e 

seems w e l l w i t h i n the d o m a i n ' o f g r a m m a t i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n . One 

o f the major p o i n t s made i n her paper i s t h a t c e r t a i n t r a n s 

forms a r e r e q u i r e d much more o f t e n than o t h e r s i n o r d e r to 

p o s t p o s e new or u n p r e d i c t a b l e m a t e r i a l . 

A s e r i o u s p r o p o s a l to e x c l u d e d i s c o u r s e prob lems 

f rom the grammar was made by Bever and R o s s , w i t h r e g a r d to 

s e n t e n c e s l i k e (2) b e l o w : 1 1 

2) E v e r y o n e s h o u l d r e a d t h e B i b l e . D e u t e r o n o m y 
i s o n e o f t h e g r e a t b o o k s o f t h e w o r l d . 

In o r d e r to show c o n t i n u i t y o r c o h e r e n c e between such s u c c e s 

s i v e s e n t e n c e s , they argued t h a t i t wou ld be n e c e s s a r y to 

i n c l u d e such f a c t s as "Deuteronomy i s a book o f the B i b l e " 

i n the grammar. A d d i t i o n s l i k e t h e s e , s e t t i n g a s i d e the 

q u e s t i o n of w h e t h e r what l a n g u a g e u s e r s know s h o u l d be i n 

c l u d e d i n a grammar o r n o t , w o u l d i n d e e d c o m p l i c a t e some t y p e s 

o f g r a m m a t i c a l a c c o u n t . Labov has c o u n t e r - a r g u e d t h a t " t h e 
1 2 

form o f d i s c o u r s e r u l e s i s i n d e p e n d e n t o f such d e t a i l . " 
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H i s d i s c o u r s e r u l e s s t i p u l a t e t h a t i n cases of s u p e r f i c i a l l y 

u n r e l a t e d s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s , the s p e a k e r i s a c t u a l l y 

" a s s e r t i n g " t h a t t h e r e e x i s t s some " c o n n e c t i n g p r o p o s i t i o n " 

known to both s p e a k e r and a u d i e n c e . In the case o f ( 2 ) , even 

i f the h e a r e r does not know t h a t Deuteronomy i s one o f the 

books of the B i b l e , he s h o u l d i n f e r t h i s f a c t f rom h i s know

l e d g e o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n s o f d i s c o u r s e . 

W h i l e L a b o v ' s a n a l y s i s i s o n l y f r a g m e n t a r y , and i n 

i t s p r e s e n t s t a t e u n d e r - d e f i n e d , Labov c l e a r l y f e e l s t h a t 

d i s c o u r s e r u l e s b e l o n g i n the grammar. S i n c e h i s r u l e s a r e 

o f a l o g i c a l r a t h e r than s y n t a c t i c c h a r a c t e r , s y n t a x wou ld 

be e x p e c t e d to have e i t h e r no r o l e o r a v e r y s m a l l r o l e i n 

d i s c o u r s e or s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e a n a l y s i s . T h i s i s e s s e n t i a l l y 

the p o s i t i o n I t a k e i n t h i s s t u d y : s y n t a x i s n e c e s s a r y f o r 

anomaly d e c i s i o n s a t the i n d e p e n d e n t s e n t e n c e or c l a u s e l e v e l , 

and u n i n t e r e s t i n g a t the s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e l e v e l . 

A t t h i s p o i n t , a t l e a s t one p o t e n t i a l c o u n t e r 

argument a r i s e s . Above I have c h a r a c t e r i z e d the theme-rheme 

d i s t i n c t i o n as s e m a n t i c , and have used t h i s c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n 

to c o n c l u d e t h a t phenomena w h i c h appear to be s y n t a c t i c 

m i g h t i n f a c t be s e m a n t i c . I t c o u l d be a r g u e d , on the o t h e r 

h a n d , t h a t s i n c e themes a r e r e c u r r e n t o r r e p e a t e d m a t e r i a l 

t h e y m i g h t a s l w e l l be c o n s i d e r e d s y n t a c t i c on the grounds 

t h a t a l l c o - o c c u r r e n c e has t r a d i t i o n a l l y been c o n s i d e r e d 

s y n t a c t i c . H o w e v e r , i t can be shown t h a t s y n t a c t i c a l l y - b o u n d 
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l e x i c a l r e c u r r e n c e i s f a r too weak to make a major p l a c e f o r 

i t s e l f i n a grammar o f d i s c o u r s e ; i n many c a s e s , a r e a d e r / 

h e a r e r i s a b l e to r e g i s t e r a common t o p i c between two s e n t e n c e s 

w h i c h do not i n c l u d e any r e c u r r i n g t e r m s : 

3) J o h n h a s b e e n m i s s i n g f o r d a y s . T h e t r a i l s 
a n d c a n y o n s h a v e e a c h b e e n c o v e r e d . T h e 
s e a r c h e r s m u s t now p r e p a r e t o l o o k f o r 
c a v e s o r a n i m a l l a i r s . 

In ( 3 ) , f rom p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s and knowledge of the w o r l d i t i s 

p o s s i b l e to say t h a t t h e s e t h r e e s e n t e n c e s a re w e l l - o r d e r e d , 

and t h a t the t h i r d s e n t e n c e i s a c c e p t a b l e a l t h o u g h i t s h a r e s 

no r e p e a t e d terms w i t h the f i r s t two s e n t e n c e s . 

As w e l l , the theme-rheme d i s t i n c t i o n i s an e n t i r e l y 

d e s c r i p t i v e o n e , and w h i l e the n o t i o n of theme c o u l d e x p l a i n 

to some degree the r e a d e r / h e a r e r ' s a b i l i t y to j u d g e a c c e p t 

a b i l i t y f o r s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s , the n o t i o n of rheme or 

" u n p r e d i c t a b l e " s e n t e n c e theme i s f a r too p o w e r f u l and u n d e r -

d e t e r m i n e d to be o f e x p l a n a t o r y u s e . C o n s i d e r : 

4) In a s e c o n d s e n s e , t h e c r i t i c i s m w o u l d b e 
t h a t s c i e n c e i s o n l y d i r e c t e d . t o w a r d t h e ^ o b j e c ; -
f i v e , a n d m e t h o d i c a l l y n e g l e c t s s u b j e c t i v e 
m e a n i n g s - - t h e p s y c h o l o g y o f b e h a v i o r h a s 
b e e n c r i t i c i z e d f o r t h i s . One l o o k s f o r 
a d r e n a l i n o r g r i m a c e s , b u t n o t f o r a n g e r , 
e t c . B u t t h e r e i s a p s y c h o l o g y o f c o n d u c t 
( t o w h i c h we w i l l r e t u r n ) : s c i e n t i f i c 
l i n g u i s t i c s d o e s n o t l i m i t i t s e l f t o d i c 
t i o n a r y m e a n i n g s , a n d t h e s t u d y o f m e a n i n g 
i s i n no way t h e p r e r o g a t i v e o f r e f l e c t i v e 
ph i I o s o p h y . 

( J . P i a g e t , Insights and I l l u s i o n s 
of Philosophy, 1965 , p . 121) 
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In t h i s e x a m p l e , each of the t h r e e s e n t e n c e s , i s s t r i c t l y 

s p e a k i n g , a m a t t e r o f "new" i n f o r m a t i o n . H o w e v e r , the s u c c e s 

s i v e s e n t e n c e s make sense i n a way t h a t perhaps o n l y c o n j u n c 

t i o n r e l a t i o n s ( e . g . , p r a g m a t i c s and i n f e r e n c e ) can e x p l a i n ; 

"new" themes would not d i s t i n g u i s h between ajj hoc s e n t e n c e 

s u c c e s s i o n and a c c e p t a b l e c a s e s . 

The L i m i t a t i o n s o f C o o r d i n a t i o n Grammar 

The i n c l u s i o n of a c o o r d i n a t i o n grammar i n a t h e o r y 

o f c o n j u n c t i o n can do l i t t l e to s t r e n g t h e n the c a p a c i t y o f 

such a t h e o r y to d e s c r i b e the c o n d i t i o n s under w h i c h p a r t i c u l a r 

s e n t e n c e s may be c o n j o i n e d . A l t h o u g h t h e r e e x i s t s a w e a l t h of 

m a t e r i a l on c o o r d i n a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n s t u d i e s on g a p p i n g , 
1 3 

r e d u c t i o n , and a n a p h o r a , t h e r e i s no r e a s o n to e x p e c t 

s y n t a c t i c s t u d i e s to make a s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n to a 

t h e o r y o f c o n j u n c t i o n , i n t h a t the b a s i c q u e s t i o n s t h a t a 

c o n j u n c t i o n t h e o r y must a n s w e r , l i k e t h a t o f e x p l a i n i n g why 

c e r t a i n s e n t e n c e s may not be c o n j o i n e d a t a l l , a r e o u t s i d e the 

scope o f c o o r d i n a t i o n . G a p p i n g and r e d u c t i o n o p e r a t e on 

a l r e a d y formed c o n s t r u c t i o n s , f o r w h i c h the q u e s t i o n s o f what 

and when two s e n t e n c e s may be c o n j o i n e d have i n e f f e c t been 

a n s w e r e d . The f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n w i l l a t t e m p t to c l a r i f y the 

p l a c e o f c o o r d i n a t i o n and i t s o p e r a t i o n s among the l a r g e r 

c o n c e r n s i n c l u d e d w i t h a t h e o r y o f c o n j u n c t i o n . 
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In terms o f c o n j u n c t i o n , i t i s p o s s i b l e to speak not 

o n l y o f g r a m m a t i c a l l y c o r r e c t but s e m a n t i c a l l y anomalous c o n -

j u n c t s , but a l s o o f g r a m m a t i c a l l y c o r r e c t , s e m a n t i c a l l y a c c e p t 

a b l e , but p r a g m a t i c a l l y anomalous c o n j u n c t s . In f a c t , the 

argument a g a i n s t c o o r d i n a t i o n runs a l o n g b o t h of t h e s e g e n e r a l 

l i n e s : a s y n t a c t i c base may i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y g e n e r a t e e i t h e r 

s e m a n t i c a l l y o r p r a g m a t i c a l l y anomalous c o n j u n c t s . " S e m a n t i c , " 

as the term i s a p p l i e d b e l o w , i s used i n two s e n s e s . F i r s t , 

d i s r e g a r d i n g f o r the moment t h a t meaning r e l a t i o n s i n c l u d e an 

i n o r d i n a t e l y l a r g e v a r i e t y o f phenomena, i t i s used i n the 
1 4 

g e n e r a l sense of a t h e o r y o f meaning r e l a t i o n s . In c u r r e n t 

u s a g e , " s e m a n t i c " may r e f e r to r e f e r e n c e , to s e n s e , to the 

s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h a s p e a k e r makes an u t t e r a n c e (or c o n t e x t ) , 

to t h e f o r c e o f an u t t e r a n c e g i v e n i n t e n t i o n s on the p a r t 

o f a s p e a k e r , to p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s of the d i f f e r e n t t y p e s , and 
1 5 

even to e n t a i l m e n t r e l a t i o n s between s e n t e n c e s . In a d d i t i o n , 

I have used " s e m a n t i c " i n the f i r s t c h a p t e r to s e g r e g a t e t h a t 

p a r t o f l i n g u i s t i c c o n c e r n r e m a i n i n g a f t e r s y n t a x and 

p h o n o l o g y . For i t s second s e n s e , h o w e v e r , i t i s n e c e s s a r y 

to s p e c i f y r a t h e r c l o s e l y the d i f f e r e n c e i n r e f e r e n c e of two 

terms i n p a r t i c u l a r : s e m a n t i c and p r a g m a t i c . Those meaning 

r e l a t i o n s and s i t u a t i o n a l c o n d i t i o n s ( l i k e a s p e a k e r ' s i l l o c u -

t i o n a r y i n t e n t i o n s , knowledge of the a u d i e n c e , e x p e c t a t i o n s 

about the w o r l d , p r e v i o u s c o n t e x t , s t a t u s of the s p e a k e r , 

e t c . ) w h i c h a r e e x t e r n a l to the c o m p o s i t i o n a l meaning o f an 
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utterance are to be considered pragmat ic . ' " Internal r e l a 

t i o n s , having to do with the l o g i c a l s tructure of the sentence 

and with the d i c t i o n a r y entries of the l e x i c a l items (the 

speaker's knowledge of the meaning of the terms), are to be 

considered "semantic ." 

Considering the grammatically well-formed but seman-

t i c a l l y anomalous cases f i r s t , i t is possible to see that 

syntact ic well-formedness is not a s u f f i c i e n t condit ion for 

semantic a c c e p t a b i l i t y : 1 ^ 

1) a * J o h n e a t s a p p l e s and d o e s n ' t e a t f r u i t , 
b J o h n e a t s a p p l e s and d o e s n ' t e a t m e a t . 

2) a ? * J o h n e a t s f r u i t and e a t s a p p l e s . 
b J o h n e a t s a p p l e s and e a t s b a n a n a s . 

3) a * J o h n e a t s a p p l e s and e a t s b a n a n a s i n t h e y a r d . 
b J o h n e a t s a p p l e s i n t h e a t t i c and b a n a n a s i n t h e y a r d . 

4) a ? ? J o h n e a t s a p p l e s and saws l o g s i n t h e y a r d . 
b J o h n e a t s a p p l e s i n t h e a t t i c and saws l o g s i n 

t h e y a r d . 

5) a * 11 was s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t he l e f t j u s t t h e n and 
i t was l i k e l y , 

b I t was i n t e r e s t i n g t h a t he l e f t j u s t t h e n and 
i t was s i g n i f i c a n t . 

1 £ 
6) a ? * Be c a r e f u l and d i d you remember t o go s t r a i g h t home? 

b B e m e a r e f u l and remember t o go s t r a i g h t home. 

7) a ? ? J o h n s a i d he had s p o t s and he has s m a l l p o x . 
b J o h n s a i d he had s p o t s . He has sma I I p o x . 

The examples of (la) through (7a) above are cases of indepen

dently well-formed sentences becoming semantically anomalous 
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when c o n j o i n e d , ( l a ) , f o r e x a m p l e , i s a case of l o g i c a l c o n 

t r a d i c t i o n , and i s c l e a r l y d e v i a n t , a l t h o u g h n e i t h e r o f i t s 

c l a u s e s a r e i n d e p e n d e n t l y u n g r a m m a t i c a l . S i m i l a r l y , a l t h o u g h 

more complex and v i o l a t i n g e x t r a - l o g i c a l c o n d i t i o n s , the 

o t h e r cases each d e m o n s t r a t e i n t h e i r own way one c e n t r a l 

f a c t : w h i l e w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s seems n e c e s s a r y f o r s e m a n t i c 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y , i t i s not s u f f i c i e n t . 

( 2 a ) , w h i c h c o n t r a s t s w i t h the case i n ( 2 b ) , i n v o l v e s 

the r e a d e r / h e a r e r 1 s knowledge of the i n c l u s i o n of " a p p l e s " 

withiim the s e t o f f r u i t . Where a p p l e s and f r u i t a r e both 

o b j e c t s of the same v e r b , the s p e a k e r has i n f a c t a s s e r t e d the 

same p r o p o s i t i o n t w i c e ; (2a) i s anomalous i n the same way t h a t 

" T h a t r o a d ^ l e a d s to Moscow and t h a t r o a d ^ l e a d s t o Moscow" 

i s a n o m a l o u s . W h i l e such a case b r e a k s no l o g i c a l c o n s t r a i n t , 

i t does break w i t h the c o n v e n t i o n s o f l a n g u a g e w h i c h demand 

t h a t two s e n t e n c e s be c o n j o i n e d i n s i t u a t i o n s where r e p e t i -
1 9 

t i o n i s not c a l l e d f o r . 

(3a) and (4a) a re both cases o f a s i m i l a r d i f f i c u l t y . 

C o n v e n t i o n s e x i s t such t h a t a d v e r b i a l p h r a s e s and c l a u s e s 

s e r v e to answer q u e s t i o n s about i n f o r m a t i o n g i v e n e a r l i e r , or 

r e f l e c t t h e s p e a k e r ' s a n t i c i p a t i o n of i n f o r m a t i o n h i s a u d i e n c e 

w i l l need to know. In t h e s e c a s e s , the l o c a t i v e answers a 

q u e s t i o n about o n l y one o f the c o n j o i n e d c l a u s e s . In e f f e c t , 

an answer becomes c o n j o i n e d to an u t t e r a n c e o f a s e p a r a t e 

s t a t u s i n such c a s e s . (3b) and (4b) show the n e c e s s i t y d f 
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c o n j o i n i n g u t t e r a n c e s o f i d e n t i c a l s t a t u s t o a v o i d s t r u c t u r a l 

d e v i a n c e . N o t i c e t h a t (5a) and (6a) a re a l s o cases of c o n 

j o i n i n g u t t e r a n c e s o f s e p a r a t e s t a t u s . In ( 5 a ) , the i n i t i a l 

c l a u s e i s i n t r o d u c e d by a f a c t i v e p r e d i c a t e , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t 

the s p e a k e r t a k e s the p r o p o s i t i o n i d e n t i f i e d by t h e c l a u s e to 

be a t r u e o n e . However , i n the second c l a u s e the same p r o 

p o s i t i o n i s g i v e n a n o n - f a c t i v e p r e d i c a t e , a f a c t w h i c h s e r v e s 

to c o n t r a d i c t the s p e a k e r ' s c o m m i t t i n g h i m s e l f t o the t r u t h 

of the p r o p o s i t i o n i n i t i a l l y . The two c l a u s e s , because of 

the s h i f t e d f a c t i v i t y , come to have s e p a r a t e s t a t u s , such t h a t 

to c o n j o i n them l e a d s to s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t i o n . 

(6a) i s a case of an o r d e r c o n j o i n e d w i t h a q u e s t i o n ; 

a g a i n , t h e r e a re u t t e r a n c e s w i t h s e p a r a t e s e m a n t i c s t a t u s 

h e r e . W h i l e b o t h t h e command and the q u e s t i o n are i n d i v i d u a l l y 

w e l l - f o r m e d , t h e i r c o n j u n c t i o n i s anomalous due to v i o l a t i o n 

o f l a n g u a g e c o n v e n t i o n s . S i m i l a r l y , i n (7a) the scope of 

the i n d i r e c t speech p r e d i c a t e s a i d r e a c h e s a c r o s s the c o n 

j u n c t i o n to i n c l u d e s o m e t h i n g t h a t the s p e a k e r c o u l d not 

a c c e p t a b l y s a y : * I have s p o t s and I h a v e ^ s m a l l p o x . 

T h u s , f o r the cases a b o v e , a broad range o f s e m a n t i c 

c r i t e r i a a r e r e v e a l e d , r e s u l t i n g f r o m phenomena as d i s p a r a t e 

as l o g i c a l c o n t r a d i t i o n , s t r u c t u r a l a s y m m e t r y , c o u n t e r f a c % 

t i v i t y , i n c o n s i s t e n t f o r c e , and i n t e r p o l a t i o n w i t h i n the scope 

of a p r e d i c a t e o f i n d i r e c t s p e e c h . The examples above i n 

d i c a t e the e x i s t e n c e of a l a r g e c l a s s o f d e v i a n t c o n j u n c t s , 
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i n w h i c h c e r t a i n s e m a n t i c or i n t e r n a l s t r u c t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s , 

w h i c h s h o u l d be p r e s e r v e d a c r o s s the c o n j u n c t i o n have i n 

f a c t been l o s t . In i t s i n a b i l i t y to b l o c k the g e n e r a t i o n of 

c o n j u n c t i o n s l i k e t h o s e i n ( l a ) - (7a), c o o r d i n a t i o n s y n t a x 

i s no more a b l e to b l o c k the g e n e r a t i o n of c o n j u n c t s w h i c h a r e 

anomalous f o r p r a g m a t i c r e a s o n s . 

The p r a g m a t i c case a g a i n s t c o o r d i n a t i o n not o n l y 

c o v e r s c o n j u n c t i o n s w h i c h a r e o t h e r w i s e g r a m m a t i c a l and seman

t i c a l l y a c c e p t a b l e on i n t e r n a l g r o u n d s , but i n c l u d e s cases 

w h i c h a r e u n a c c e p t a b l e i n c o n t e x t . A t f i r s t g l a n c e , the f i e l d 

o f p r a g m a t i c s may seem m e r e l y more i n c l u s i v e than t h a t o f 

s e n t e n c e s e m a n t i c s , but i n f a c t d i s t i n c t i n t e r p r e t i v e o p e r a 

t i o n s a r e a t s t a k e . As t h e examples to f o l l o w i n d i c a t e , the 

f o r m i n g of h y p o t h e s e s f rom c o n j u n c t i o n s w i t h o u t r e c o u r s e to 

c o n t e x t dooms even s i m p l e c o n j u n c t i o n p a i r s to m u l t i p l e 

a m b i g u i t y . A c o m p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s c o u l d s p e c i f y the p o s s i b l e 

p a r a p h r a s e s , but would e i t h e r mark the c o n j u n c t as w e l l - f o r m e d 

or w o u l d d i s q u a l i f y i t s e l f f rom d e c i d i n g w h e t h e r the c o n j u n c t 

was a c c e p t a b l e i n c o n t e x t . (8) o f f e r s a s i n g l e r e d u c e d c o n 

j u n c t , w i t h f o u r p a r a p h r a s e s w h i c h p r o g r e s s i n d e v i a n c e t o w a r d 

c o m p l e t e u n a c c e p t a b i 1 i t y . 

8 ) a J o h n w e n t t o t h e s t o r e b e c a u s e he was h u n g r y . 
? J o h n w e n t t o t h e s t o r e a n d was h u n g r y , 

b J o h n w e n t t o t h e s t o r e a n d t h e n b e c a m e h u n g r y . 
? ? J o h n w e n t t o t h e s t o r e a n d was h u n g r y , 

c J o h n w e n t to_ t h e s t o r e a n d c o u l d n ' t k e e p f r o m 
s t e a l i n g . 

? * J o h n w e n t t o t h e s t o r e a n d was h u n g r y . 
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d J o h n h a d a c r a v i n g f o r p i n e a p p l e . 
* J o h n w e n t t o t h e s t o r e a n d was h u n g r y . 

(8) i s i n t e r e s t i n g f rom a n o t h e r p e r s p e c t i v e as w e l l . The o p e r a 

t i o n s w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e c o o r d i n a t i o n , l i k e R e d u c t i o n , c o n 

t r i b u t e s e r i o u s i n t e r p r e t i v e prob lems to a s e n t e n c e s e m a n t i c s . 

C o o r d i n a t i o n R e d u c t i o n i s a s y n t a c t i c o p e r a t i o n 

d e s i g n e d to a p p l y w i t h i n the d e r i v a t i o n a l h i s t o r y o f a "com

pound" s e n t e n c e . R e d u c t i o n i s p o s s i b l e o n l y when deep s t r u c 

t u r e c l a u s e s , r e p r e s e n t e d s y n t a c t i c a l l y by #SX c o n j S 2 # , 

s h a r e one o r more i d e n t i c a l e l e m e n t s , w h i c h may t h e n be r e -

c o v e r a b l y d e l e t e d . Seen i n t h i s way , R e d u c t i o n i s a t r a n s 

f o r m a t i o n a l a c c o u n t o f how s e n t e n c e s l i k e t h o s e i n (9) a re 

r e l a t e d to and i m p a r t the same i n f o r m a t i o n as t h e i r c o u n t e r 

p a r t s i n ( 1 0 ) : 2 0 

9 ) a J o h n k i c k e d t h e c a t a n d J o h n s e e m s t o r e g r e t i t . 
b J o h n f l i e s g l i d e r s a n d B i l l fI i e s gI i d e r s . 

I 0 ) a J o h n k i c k e d t h e c a t a n d s e e m s t o r e g r e t i t . 
b J o h n a n d B i I I f I y gI i d e r s . 

As a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l a c c o u n t , i t depends on c o n j o i n e d p h r a s e s 

b e i n g d e r i v e d f rom c o n j o i n e d s e n t e n c e s . O t h e r a c c o u n t s , l i k e 

21 

t h a t o f D o u g h e r t y ' s , p o s t u l a t e t h a t a l l c o n j o i n e d s t r u c t u r e s , 

p h r a s e o r s e n t e n c e , a r e g e n e r a t e d d i r e c t l y i n t h e b a s e , and 

i n v o l v e no such t r a n s f o r m as R e d u c t i o n . Known as the P h r a s e 

S t r u c t u r e R u l e h y p o t h e s i s , t h i s f o r m u l a t i o n depends h e a v i l y on 

a s e m a n t i c i n t e r p r e t i v e component c a p a b l e o f d i s t i n g u i s h i n g 

between the p a i r s o f examples l i k e t h o s e a b o v e . 
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N o t i c e t h a t i n (8) the s t r i n g John went to the s t o r e  

and was hungry p r e s e n t s s e r i o u s i n t e r p r e t i v e • p r o b l e m s , 

e s p e c i a l l y i f i t i s t o be g e n e r a t e d d i r e c t l y by the base r u l e s , 

as i n the P h r a s e S t r u c t u r e R u l e H y p o t h e s i s . F i r s t , the 

i n t e r p r e t i v e component wou ld have to be a b l e to d e c i d e whether 

s t r i n g s l i k e t h i s a r e to be i n t e r p r e t e d i n the s e q u e n t i a l 

sense of (8b), i n the because sense of (8a), i n an i n f e r e n t i a l 

s e n s e , or i n f a c t as c o m b i n a t i o n s of c l a u s e s the grammar ought 

to have b l o c k e d . In the f i r s t o f t h e s e a l t e r n a t e i n t e r p r e t a 

t i o n s , i t m i g h t be t a k e n as a s u b s t a n d a r d form f o r s a y i n g 

John went to the s t o r e and became h u n g r y . O r , the a u d i e n c e 

m i g h t be e x p e c t e d to i n f e r , d e p e n d i n g on the i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t , 

s t a t e m e n t s r a n g i n g from John went to the s t o r e and bought a  

g r e a t d e a l o f f o o d because he was hungry to John went to the  

s t o r e h u n g r y , and h a v i n g no money became even more h u n g r y . 

L i k e w i s e , as i n (8d), i t i s p o t e n t i a l l y an u t t e r a n c e ( l i k e 

John went to the s t o r e and the t a b l e has t i p p e d o v e r ) a grammar 

s h o u l d b l o c k , e x c e p t i n p e c u l i a r or u n i q u e c o n t e x t s . The 

p l a c e m e n t o f such a p p a r e n t l y u n e x c e p t i o n a l c o n j u n c t s , as t h a t 

i n ( 8 ) , w i t h i n d i s c o u r s e or i n c o n t e x t p r o d u c e s i n t e r p r e 

t i v e prob lems beyond the scope of an i n d e p e n d e n t s e n t e n c e 

s e m a n t i c s . 

R a t h e r , a t h e o r y of c o n j u n c t i o n must be p o w e r f u l 

enough to h a n d l e both the fcases o f (11) and (12) : 
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11) a ( J o h n h a s b e e n b l i n d f o r many y e a r s . ) * J o h n 
n e v e r s e e s UFOs a n d he a l w a y s s i t s i n t h e y a r d , 

b Y o u h a v e t o be m i s t a k e n a b o u t t h e o b j e c t y o u 
k e e p s e e i n g . J o h n n e v e r s e e s UFOs a n d he 
a l w a y s s i t s i n t h e y a r d , 

c ( Y o u s h o u l d s e e t h a t c r o w d o f b r a t s M a r g e h a s 
t o t e n d . ) ? * H e r h u s b a n d i s a c o w b o y a n d M a r g e 
r i d e s h e r d a s w e l l , 

d A woman h a s t o p i t c h i n w h e n t h e r a n c h i s 
s h o r t - h a n d e d . H e r h u s b a n d i s a c o w b o y a n d 
M a r g e r i d e s h e r d a s w e l l . 

1 2 ) a W h e r e d i d J o h n go a n d s i n c e we a r e g o i n g t o 
p l a y c h e s s , w h a t o p e n i n g d o e s he l i k e b e s t ? 
J o h n w e n t t o t h e s t o r e a n d n e v e r p l a y s P-Q4. 

.b W h a t d i d y o u j u s t t e l l me a b o u t t o n i g h t ? Be 
c a r e f u l a n d c o u l d y o u h a v e $5 b e f o r e I g o . 

These are cases i n w h i c h i n d e p e n d e n t l y u n p r o b l e m a t i c u t t e r a n c e s 

r a i s e e x p e c t a t i o n s w h i c h are i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the c o n t e x t u a l 

i n f o r m a t i o n , and cases i n w h i c h e x t r e m e l y p e c u l i a r c o n j u n c t s 

a re i n f a c t a c c e p t a b l e due j u s t to c o n t e x t . O t h e r w i s e , n o t i c e 

t h a t i n the case o f ( 1 1 ) , the u n a c c e p t a b i 1 i t y o f each c o n 

j u n c t i s a consequence o f i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h a l l o w s the r e a d e r 

to c o n s t r u c t h y p o t h e s e s : i f John i s a l w a y s o u t s i d e and t h e r e 

were UFOs, he would have seen t h e m , and i f Marge r i d e s h e r d , 

then Marge i s a cow p u n c h e r . W h i l e the u t t e r a n c e s a re gram

m a t i c a l and v i o l a t e no i n t e r n a l s e m a n t i c c o n d i t i o n , t h e i r 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g h y p o t h e s e s c o n t r a d i c t c o n t e x t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n . 

In (13) b e l o w , the ( a ) , ( c ) , and (e) c a s e s v i o l a t e 

the c o n d i t i o n s n e c e s s a r y f o r e x p l a i n i n g , g i v i n g e x a m p l e s , 

and r e m a i n i n g c o n t e x t u a l l y c o n s i s t e n t : 
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I 3 ) a T h e b u i l d i n g c o l l a p s e d . * T h e d y n a m i t e h a d 
e x p l o d e d a n d t h e a c c o u n t s h a d b e e n l o s t , 

b T h e b u i l d i n g c o l l a p s e d . T h e d y n a m i t e h a d 
e x p l o d e d a n d t h e s t r u c t u r a l s u p p o r t s h a d f a i l e d , 

c T h e b u l I o u t s m a r t e d t h e m a t a d o r a g a i n a n d a g a i n . 
* H e w o u l d n e v e r c h a r g e a n d I i k e d t o s t a n d i n t h e 

w a t e r . 
d We h a d n e v e r s e e n a m o r e g e n t l e b u l l . He w o u l d 

n e v e r c h a r g e a n d l i k e d t o s t a n d i n t h e w a t e r . 
e J o h n knew j u s t w h a t t o g e t h i s w i f e . * H e r u s h e d 

t o t h e s t o r e t o b u y s h o e s b u t b o u g h t s a n d a l s 
i n s t e a d . 

f J o h n c o u l d n e v e r m a k e up h i s m i n d a b o u t w h a t t o 
g e t h i s w i f e . He r u s h e d t o t h e s t o r e t o b u y 
s h o e s b u t b o u g h t s a n d a l s i n s t e a d . 

For e x a m p l e , the a c c o u n t s had been l o s t i s not an adequate 

r e a s o n f o r the b u i l d i n g to c o l l a p s e , and the s p e a k e r had c o n 

s t r u c t e d a c o n t e x t w i t h the f i r s t c l a u s e t h a t made i t n e c e s 

s a r y t h a t h i s u t t e r a n c e j u s t then be an e x p l a n a t i o n f o r the 

b u i l d i n g ' s c o l l a p s e . S i m i l a r l y , the b u l l ' s l i k i n g to s t a n d 

i n the w a t e r b e l o n g s i n a n o t h e r c o n t e x t , o r t h a t o f ( 1 3 d ) . 

As w e l l , i f John had known j u s t what to ge t h i s w i f e , he would 

not have changed h i s mind a t the s t o r e ; i n a l l o f t h e s e c a s e s , 

p r a g m a t i c or c o n t e x t u a l r e q u i r e m e n t s a re b r o k e n . 

F i n a l l y , the examples i n (14) d e m o n s t r a t e the p o s s i b l e 

r e f e r e n t i a l a m b i g u i t y and range of p o s s i b l e a c c e p t a b i 1 i t y f o r 

c o n j u n c t s w i t h o u t c o n t e x t : 

14) E d n a c a s u a l l y m e n t i o n e d t h a t i t wa s h i s w i f e ' s 
b i r t h d a y . J o h n r u s h e d o u t t o t h e s t o r e a n d 
b o u g h t a p a i r o f s h o e s , 

a H i s s h o e s w e r e an e m b a r r a s s m e n t e v e r y t i m e he 
w e n t o u t . 

b H i s w i f e l o v e d new s h o e s a b o v e a l 1 o t h e r g i f t s . 
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c H i s g u r u b r o t h e r - i n - l a w w o u l d h a v e t o w e a r t h e m 
i n t h e r e s t a u r a n t , 

d J o h n n e v e r h a d a n y i d e a o f w h a t t o g e t h e r . 
e J o h n a l w a y s knew j u s t w h a t t o g e t h e r . 

In c o n t e x t , o n l y one of the p o s s i b i l i t i e s i n each case w i l l be 

a c c e p t a b l e . G i v e n such i s s u e s as t h o s e r a i s e d h e r e , and such 

a range o f p o s s i b l e d e v i a t i o n , d i s c u s s i o n of the deep s y n t a c t i c 

s t a t u s o f c o n j u n c t i o n , o r c o o r d i n a t i o n , seems to be much l e s s 

i n t e r e s t i n g than i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l 

c o n d i t i o n s f o r c o n j u n c t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e the f o r m e r appears 

to be d i r e c t l y c o n t i n g e n t on the l a t t e r . 

The d i s c u s s i o n above has p r e s e n t e d a t w o - p r o n g e d 

a t t a c k on the u t i l i t y o f c o o r d i n a t i o n s t u d i e s o f c o n j u n c t i o n : 

a p u r e l y s y n t a c t i c grammar w i l l g e n e r a t e , i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y , 

s e n t e n c e s w h i c h a r e i n t e r n a l l y and e x t e r n a l l y u n a c c e p t a b l e . 

As w e l l , the p r a g m a t i c l i n e o f a t t a c k i n c l u d e s a n o t h e r i m p o r 

t a n t t y p e o f s y n t a c t i c i n s u f f i c i e n c y : a s y n t a c t i c a n a l y s i s 

c a n n o t a c c o u n t f o r o r d e r i n g problems i n c o n s t r u c t i o n s w h i c h 

have c o n j u n c t remote s t r u c t u r e s . T h i s seems to be a more 

g e n e r a l d e f e c t i n t h a t such problems a l s o a r i s e i n r e l a t i v e 

c l a u s e s t r u c t u r e s . For e x a m p l e , Sandra Thompson a r g u e s t h a t 

c e r t a i n c l a s s e s o f r e l a t i v e c l a u s e s s h o u l d be r e p r e s e n t e d 
22 

i n deep s t r u c t u r e as c o n j u n c t s . She f i r s t compares r e l a t i v e 

c l a u s e s i n g e n e r a l to examples l i k e the f o l l o w i n g : 
15) I t h i n k F r i e d a I i kes t o c o o k . 

16) T h a t F r i e d a l i k e s t o c o o k i s no s e c r e t . 
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In cases l i k e (15) and ( 1 6 ) , the v e r b of the main c l a u s e t a k e s 

an embedded p r o p o s i t i o n as an o b j e c t o r i d e n t i f y i n g d e s c r i p 

t i o n . For r e l a t i v e c l a u s e s , she a r g u e s , an embedded c l a u s e 

i s never s y n t a c t i c a l l y o b l i g a t o r y i n j u s t t h i s way. R a t h e r , 

g i v e n examples l i k e (17) and ( 1 8 ) , w h i c h p r o p o s i t i o n s become 

main c l a u s e s and w h i c h become embedded c l a u s e s i s e n t i r e l y a 

m a t t e r o f what t h e s p e a k e r may assume the a u d i e n c e to know: 

I 7 ) a T h e g i r l I m e t s p e a k s B a s q u e . 
b I m e t t h e g i r l who s p e a k s B a s q u e . 

I 8 ) a A g i r l I m e t s p e a k s B a s q u e . 
b I m e t a g i r l who s p e a k s B a s q u e . 

In c o n t r a s t w i t h ( 1 8 ) , (17) d e m o n s t r a t e s the r o l e o f 

surface e m b e d d i n g , or o r d e r i n g , as the case may b e , i n a l l o w i n g 

the s p e a k e r to assume c e r t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n i s a l r e a d y known to 

h i s a u d i e n c e . T h u s , the o r d e r i n g of remote c o n j o i n e d c l a u s e s 

i s c o n s t r a i n e d . In ( 1 7 a ) , the s p e a k e r assumes t h a t the 

a u d i e n c e a l r e a d y knows t h a t he has met a g i r l , but t h a t they 

do not know t h a t she speaks B a s q u e . The o l d i n f o r m a t i o n i s 

t h e r e f o r e s u b o r d i n a t e d , and i n some c o n t e x t s i t c o u l d be 

d i s p e n s e d w i t h e n t i r e l y . M a t e r i a l w h i c h w i l l be o l d or p r e 

d i c t a b l e to the a u d i e n c e i s d e l e t e d , s u p p l e t e d , p r o n o m i n a l i z e d , 

o r s u b o r d i n a t e d , d e p e n d i n g on the m a t e r i a l . In the examples 

o f ( 1 8 ) , because the s u b j e c t noun i s i n d e f i n i t e , t h e r e i s no 

such o p p o s i t i o n and the examples a re p a r a p h r a s e s . For ( 1 8 ) , 

an o p e r a t i o n more l i k e t o p i c a l i z a t i o n seems to be the c a s e , 
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s i n c e t h e r e i s no o u t s t a n d i n g s e m a n t i c or p r a g m a t i c c o n s t r a i n t 

t o be met and the i n f o r m a t i o n i s new to the a u d i e n c e e i t h e r 

way i t i s s t a t e d . 

T h i s s e c t i o n has made a t l e a s t a p a r t i a l d e m o n s t r a 

t i o n of the need to d i s t i n g u i s h d e v i a n d i e s o f a s y n t a c t i c 

o r d e r from d e v i a n c i e s o f a s e m a n t i c or p r a g m a t i c o r d e r . R. 

L a k o f f makes a s i m i l a r p o i n t i n her note i n " I f ' s , A n d ' s , 

and B u t ' s about C o n j u n c t i o n : " 

Let us try to reserve the term ungrammatical 
for anomalies that a r i s e out of v i o l a t i o n s 
of syntactic rules alone. . . . More often, 
we w i l l be considering sentences that are 
s y n t a c t i c a l l y well-formed, but semantically 
deviant for one reason or another. 

T h i s l a s t t y p e she terms " e r r o r s o f a c c e p t a b i l i t y . " A l t h o u g h 

the f o l l o w i n g chapter ; t a k e s up the n o t i o n of " a c c e p t a b i l i t y , " 

the d i s c u s s i o n above i n v i t e s a b a s i c d i s t i n c t i o n between 

g r a m m a t i c a l i t y ( s y n t a c t i c a n o m a l i e s ) and a c c e p t a b i l i t y i n 

i t s own r i g h t ( s e n t e n c e s w h i c h a r e n i l - f o r m e d s e m a n t i c a l l y 

or i n a p p r o p r i a t e f o r a g i v e n sense i n a g i v e n c o n t e x t ) . 
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^Summer, 1 9 7 1 ) , p p . 2 6 9 - 3 1 2 ; R. J a c k e n d o f f , " G a p p i n g 
and R e l a t e d R u l e s , " L i n g u i s t i c I n q u i r y I I , #1 
( W i n t e r , 1 9 7 1 ) , p p . 2 1 - 3 5 . 

14 . "Meaning r e l a t i o n s , " i n the l a r g e r sense f o r semantics, 
w o u l d i n c l u d e both p r a g m a t i c s and speech a c t i o n . 

15 . For the p l a c e o f t h e s e i s s u e s i n 
of m e a n i n g , see W . P . A l s t o n 
( 1 9 6 4 ) . 

the v a r i o u s 
, Philosophy 

t h e o r i es 
of Language 

16 . S e e . R . C . S t a l n a k e r , " P r a g m a t i c s , " Semantics of Natural 
Language ( e d s . ) , Harman and D a v i d s o n ( 1 9 7 2 ) , p p . 
380-397 f o r an i n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h i s t o p i c . For 
e x a m p l e , on p . 383 he s t a t e s : "There are two major 
t y p e s o f prob lems to be s o l v e d w i t h i n p r a g m a t i c s : 
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f i r s t , to d e f i n e i n t e r e s t i n g t y p e s o f speech a c t s 
and speech p r o d u c t s ; s e c o n d , to c h a r a c t e r i z e the 
f e a t u r e s o f the speech c o n t e x t w h i c h h e l p d e t e r m i n e 
w h i c h p r o p o s i t i o n i s e x p r e s s e d by a g i v e n s e n t e n c e . " 

17 . The s e t o f examples i n (1) and (2) i s by no means a c o m p l e t e 
o n e . O t h e r e x a m p l e s , o f r e a l i n t e r e s t but o u t s i d e 
o f the c o n c e r n s of the c h a p t e r , a re o f f e r e d by 
G e o r g i a G r e e n , op. c i t . , p p . 25 & 27 : 

i . * H o C h i M i n h i s n ' t o n e , a n d L B J i s no 
s a i n t e i t h e r , 

i i . * Y o u ' r e a h e r o , a n d i d o n ' t t h i n k y o u 
l o v e me e i t h e r . 

18 . W i t h r e g a r d to t h i s e x a m p l e , a t l e a s t one s y n t a c t i c grammar 
e x i s t s w h i c h m i g h t b l o c k t h i s c a s e . The UESP grammar 
c o u l d be c o n s t r u e d to h a n d l e cases i n w h i c h c o n t r a r y 
moods a r e c o n j o i n e d . See " C o n j u n c t i o n , " UESP ( 1 9 6 8 ) , 
p . 360 . 

19 . N o t i c e t h a t s i m i l a r c a s e s , i n v o l v i n g r e l a t i v e c l a u s e s , 
a r e odd r a t h e r than a n o m a l o u s , even though t h e y a r e 
the l o g i c a l consequences of t h e i r own p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s 

i . T h e d o g b i t t h e man he b i t . 
i i . T h e d o c t o r s a i d w h a t he s a i d . 

See E . L . K e e n a n , "Two K i n d s o f P r e s u p p o s i t i o n i n N a t u r a l 
L a n g u a g e , " Studies in L i n g u i s t i c Semantics ( e d s . ) 
F i l l m o r e and Langendoen ( 1 9 7 1 ) , p . 49 . 

20 . See James T a i , C o o r d i n a t i o n Reduction ( U n p u b l i s h e d P h . D . 
d i s s e r t a t i o n , Indiana U n i v e r s i t y ) , 1 969 , p p . 6 - 9 . 

2 1 . Ray D o u g h e r t y , A Transformational Grammar of Coordinate 
Conjoined S t r u c t u r e ( P h . D . d i s s e r t a t i o n , M . I . T . ) , 
1968 . 

22 . Sandra Annear Thompson, "The Deep S t r u c t u r e of R e l a t i v e 
C l a u s e s , " Working Papers in L i n g u i s t i c s 6 (Ohio 
S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , S e p t . 1 9 7 0 ) , p p . 4 2 - 5 8 . 

2 3 . R. L a k o f f ' s f o o t n o t e 1 t o " I f ' s , A n d ' s , and B u t ' s about 
C o n j u n c t i o n , " Studies in L i n g u i s t i c Semantics, 
op. c i t . 3 p . 115 . 



C h a p t e r 3 

SEMANTIC CRITERIA AND SENTENCES IN CONTEXT 

The Case A g a i n s t C o m p o s i t i o n a l S e m a n t i c s 

S y n t a x was the s u b j e c t o f d i s c u s s i o n i n C h a p t e r 2, 

w i t h p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n p a i d to c o o r d i n a t i o n grammar, and 

i t was shown t h a t a l t h o u g h s y n t a c t i c c r i t e r i a a r e n e c e s s a r y 

f o r c o n j u n c t a c c e p t a b i l i t y ( o r , more p r o p e r l y s t a t e d , t h a t 

s y n t a x i s a p r e c o n d i t i on f o r a c c e p t a b i l i t y s i n c e s e n t e n c e s 

must be w e l l - f o r m e d b e f o r e p a i r i n g ) , a s y n t a c t i c a c c o u n t a l o n e 

i s i n s u f f i c i e n t l y p o w e r f u l to b l o c k o b v i o u s cases o f c o n j u n c t 

or s e n t e n c e - p a i r a n o m a l y . T h u s , f o l l o w i n g the d i s c o v e r y 

p r o c e d u r e begun i n C h a p t e r 2, w h i c h i s to move f rom weaker 

to more adequate c r i t e r i a , i t i s now r e a s o n a b l e to ask whether 

a c o m p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s w i l l a d e q u a t e l y b l o c k a l l anomalous 

c a s e s o f s e n t e n c e p a i r i n g . P r a g m a t i c i s s u e s w i l l be i n t r o 

duced l a t e r i n the c h a p t e r . 

W i t h r e g a r d to what i s meant by " c o m p o s i t i o n a l 

s e m a n t i c s , " two p o s s i b l e s o u r c e s o f c o n f u s i o n i m m e d i a t e l y come 

to m i n d . C o m p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s s h o u l d not be i d e n t i f i e d 

45 
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w i t h what i s c u r r e n t l y known as " I n t e r p r e t i v e . s e m a n t i c s , " 

a l t h o u g h t h e r e may be f u n d a m e n t a l s i m i l a r i t i e s . N e i t h e r s h o u l d 

i t be i d e n t i f i e d w i t h l o g i c a l s e m a n t i c s . S p e c i f i c a l l y , I w i l l 

t a k e the K a t z and P o s t a l 1 model o f 1964 as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

example of c o m p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s and examine i t s e f f e c t i v e 

ness f o r h a n d l i n g c a s e s of c o n j u n c t i o n . 

The K a t z and P o s t a l model was o r i g i n a l l y aimed to be 

used i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h a s y n t a c t i c component l i k e t h a t of the 

Aspects model and was d e s i g n e d to i n t e r p r e t phrase m a r k e r s , 

and to l o c a t e t y p e - c r o s s i n g , a m b i g u i t i e s , p a r a p h r a s e s , and a 
2 

l i m i t e d s e t o f p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s . I t was composed o f a d i c 

t i o n a r y and a s e t o f p r o j e c t i o n r u l e s : 
Thus, the semantic component, i f formulated 
c o r r e c t l y , provides an explanation of the 
speaker's a b i l i t y to determine the meaning 
of any sentence3 including ones wholly novel 
to him, as a compositional function of the 
antecedently known meanings of the l e x i c a l 
items in i t . 3 

I t c o u l d l o c a t e and b l o c k a wide v a r i e t y of d e v i a n t s e n t e n c e s , 

as l o n g as t h e s e a n o m a l i e s were problems of t y p e - c r o s s i n g , 

p r e s u p p o s i t i o n c o n t r a d i c t i o n , and s e m a n t i c i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s : 

l ) a * J o h n m o v e d Q-R5 a n d he f r i e d t h e k i n g i n c h e c k , 
b * W h a t d i d y o u do y e s t e r d a y a n d I know w h a t y o u d i d . 
c * H a r v e y i s a j u d g e a n d s e n t e n c e s m i c e t o l i f e . 

F o r exampl e , i (Id), here i s a case of anomaly r i s i n g f rom the 

p r o j e c t i o n of s e n t e n c e ( w h i c h w i l l be marked f o r a [+ Human] 

o b j e c t ) w i t h mice ( w h i c h w i l l have a [- Human] f e a t u r e a s s i g n e d 

to i t s d i c t i o n a r y e n t r y ) . 



47 

From the examples o f ( 1 ) , t h e n , a c o m p o s i t i o n a l 

s e m a n t i c s w o u l d seem to be s u f f i c i e n t l y s t r o n g to b l o c k many 

of the a n o m a l i e s t h a t a r i s e i n c o n j o i n i n g s e n t e n c e s . S p e 

c i f i c a l l y , i t s h o u l d be e x p e c t e d to b l o c k cases (1) t h r o u g h 

(6) i n C h a p t e r 2 , the second s e c t i o n ( cases l i k e * J o h n e a t s  

a p p l e s and d o e s n ' t ea t f r u i t ) . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e a re many 

c o u n t e r e x a m p l e s , or cases of a n o m a l y , w h i c h a r e w e l l beyond 

the adequacy of c o m p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s to b l o c k . N o t i c e 

t h a t c o n j u n c t s may be c l e a r l y d e v i a n t even when t h e i r s e n t e n c e s 

a r e i n d e p e n d e n t l y s e m a n t i c a l l y a c c e p t a b l e and t h e i r c o n j u n c 

t i o n b r e a k s no prsesupposi t i o n of e i t h e r s e n t e n c e : 

2) a * J o h n i s s i c k a n d J o h n i s s i c k , 
b * J o h n i s s i c k a n d J o h n i s i l l . 
c ? * G e o r g e i s h e a v y w e i g h t c h a m p i o n a n d he c a n b o x . 

3) a ? ? T e r m i t e s c h e w wood a n d t e r m i t e s d o n ' t c h e w c e d a r . 
b ^ T e r m i t e s c h e w c e d a r a n d t e r m i t e s c a n ' t c h e w c e d a r . 

The examples of (2) i n c l u d e no t y p e - c r o s s i n g s , a r e u n a m b i g u o u s , 

and c o n t r a d i c t no p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s ; y e t t h e y are u t t e r a n c e s a 

grammar o f c o n j u n c t i o n s h o u l d b l o c k , i n a l l but extreme c o n 

t e x t s . In ( 3 ) , w h i l e the c o m p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s would b l o c k 

(3b) on the grounds of c o n t r a d i c t i o n , i t m i g h t a l s o b l o c k 

(3a) on the same g r o u n d s , a l t h o u g h i n f a c t (3a) i s o n l y 

a w k w a r d ( w o o d = c l a s s term f o r c e d a r ) . 

S i m i l a r problems e x i s t w i t h o t h e r classes of e x a m p l e s : 
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4 ) a *EI i z a b e t h j a d o r e s d o n u t s a n d t h e q u e e n , a v o i d s 
b a g e l s . 1 

b ? * S n o w d e n . d i d a f o l i o a n d T o n y J o n e s , was h i s 
m o d e I . 

5) a ? * H a r r y knew B i l l a f t e r t h r e e m i n u t e s a n d t h r e e 
s t u d e n t s f a i l e d . 

b J e r o m e f o l l o w e d M o r t i m e r f o r t h r e e m i n u t e s a n d 
P a n c h o c h a s e d M a r g e f o r t h r e e m i l e s . 

6 ) a ? ? F r o g s h a v e w a r t s a n d I c a n ' t s e e P s y c h - m o v e m e n t 
now . 

b ?My m o n k e y h a s d a n d r u f f a n d b r a n d X g o e s w e l I 
w i t h b a n a n a s . 

c I m o v e d N-K5 a n d I f o r g o t t o h i t my c l o c k . 

7) a ? * J o h n r o l l e d o u t o f B o s t o n a n d J o h n r o l l e d d i c e , 
b R a l p h r o l l s d i c e a n d H a r r y r o l l s d r u n k s . 

8) a ? ? H a r v e y s e n t e n c e s v a g r a n t s t o l i f e a n d i s a j u d g e , 
b H a r v e y i s a j u d g e a n d s e n t e n c e s v a g r a n t s t o I i f e . 

In (4) a b o v e , w h i l e c o - r e f e r e n c e i s p r e s e r v e d , to speak i n such 

a manner i s c l e a r l y p e c u l i a r and somehow o u t o f c o m p l i a n c e 

w i t h the c o n v e n t i o n s of l a n g u a g e u s e . Y e t , a c o m p o s i t i o n a l 

s e m a n t i c s would have to show t h e s e cases i n (4) as a c c e p t a b l e . 

N o t i c e as w e l l , w i t h r e s p e c t to (5) t h r o u g h ( 8 ) , t h a t not o n l y 

w o u l d the (a) examples be a l l o w e d , but such a s e m a n t i c s c o u l d 

not s p e c i f y why the (b) and (c ) examples a r e a l l o w a b l e 

( a l t h o u g h s i m i l a r to the (a) c a s e s ) . 

That such a d i r e c t case can be made a g a i n s t the com

p o s i t i o n a l model s u g g e s t s s t r o n g l y t h a t c o n j u n c t i o n and s u c 

c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e a c c e p t a b i l i t y w i l l be d e t e r m i n e d by r e l a t i v e l y 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d c r i t e r i a . T h u s , a s h i f t i n emphasis i s d u e . 

The a c c o u n t , i f i t e x p e c t s to h a n d l e cases l i k e (2) t h r o u g h ( 8 ) , 
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(which i n v o l v e o r d e r i n g , r e l e v a n c e , and c o n v e n t i o n s o f u s a g e ) , 

must move to a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f how l a n g u a g e u s e r s d e c i d e 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y and away f rom an o t h e r w i s e f o r m a l a c c o u n t of 

c o n j o i n e d s e n t e n c e s . 

As shown i n C h a p t e r 2 , f o r m a l i d e n t i t y o r the c o 

o c c u r r e n c e of l e x i c a l i t ems c a n n o t e n s u r e a c c e p t a b i l i t y . Here 

meaning hyponymy s u f f e r s a s i m i l a r f a t e (a t l e a s t i n terms of 

r e l a t i o n s l i k e c e d a r d e s i g n a t i n g w o o d , l o g i c a l c o n t r a d i c t i o n , 

and the c a s e s of ( 2 ) ) . C o n j u n c t s w i t h i d e n t i c a l l e x i c a l i t e m s 

and c o n s i s t e n t meaning (see ( 2 c ) ) o c c a s i o n a l l y a r e u n a c c e p t 

a b l e w h i l e c o n j u n c t s w i t h no i d e n t i c a l l e x i c a l i t e m s and 

a p p a r e n t l y i n c o n c s i s t e n t meaning (see ( 6 c ) ) can be u n q u e s t i o n 

a b l y a c c e p t a b l e . 

T h e r e f o r e , usage c o n s t r a i n t s and l e s s f o r m a l l y 

s t a t a b l e c o n v e n t i o n s l i k e r e l e v a n c e and c o o p e r a t i o n , and c o n d i 

t i o n s on c o n j u n c t i o n l i k e t h o s e of R. L a k o f f , fo rm the next 
4 / s t e p i n t h i s a n a l y s i s . From 1 e x i c a l i d e n t i t y ( b o t h s y n t a c t i c 

and s e m a n t i c ) the d i s c u s s i o n t u r n s to t o p i c a l i d e n t i t y and the 

s e m a n t i c s o f p r e s u p p o s i t i o n and d e d u c t i o n . 

"Common T o p i c " S e m a n t i c s : P r e s u p p o s i t i o n and D e d u c t i o n 

B e f o r e coming d i r e c t l y to R. L a k o f f ' s "common t o p i c " 

p r o p o s a l and i t s u n d e r l y i n g s e m a n t i c s , i t w i l l be u s e f u l to 

r e t u r n to s e v e r a l of the examples o f the l a s t s e c t i o n . N o t i c e 
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t h a t each o f the f o l l o w i n g p r e s e n t s a c o n j u n c t i o n o r s u c c e s -
5 

s i v e s e n t e n c e t h e o r y w i t h a d i f f e r e n t p r o b l e m : 

1 ) C o n v e n t i o n s o f u s a g e 
* J o h n i s s i c k a n d J o h n i s s i c k . 

2 ) K n o w l e d g e o f t h e w o r l d 
^ E l i z a b e t h a d o r e s d o n u t s a n d t h e q u e e n a v o i d s 

b a g e l s . 

3 ) C o n t r a s t i v e s t r e s s 
J e r o m e f o l l o w e d M o r t i m e r f o r t h r e e m i n u t e s a n d 
P a n c h o c h a s e d M a r g e f o r t h r e e m i l e s . 

4) O r d e r i ng 
? ? H a r v e y s e n t e n c e s v a g r a n t s t o l i f e a n d i s a 

j u d g e . 

W h i l e the p r e v i o u s s e c t i o n . r a i s e d o t h e r problems as w e l l , t h i s 

l i s t i l l u s t r a t e s the range of s e m a n t i c phenomena t h a t must 

be d e s c r i b e d by an adequate t h e o r y of c o n j u n c t i o n . W i t h r e g a r d 

to ( 1 ) , f o r e x a m p l e , G r i c e has p o i n t e d out t h a t to r e p e a t a 

message i s by the c o n v e n t i o n s of c o n v e r s a t i o n to l e a d o n e ' s 

a u d i e n c e to b e l i e v e t h a t more i s meant the second t i m e . When 

the a u d i e n c e d i s c o v e r s t h a t the r e p e t i t i o n i s p o i n t l e s s , i t 

w i l l c o n c l u d e t h a t The- u t t e r a n c e i s i r r e l e v a n t and a n o m a l o u s . 

S i m i l a r l y , i f (4) were r e o r d e r e d i t would be a c c e p t a b l e , 

s i n c e t h e r e seems l i t t l e p o i n t i n a s s e r t i n g and c o n j o i n i n g 

what must be p r e s u p p o s e d f rom the f i r s t c l a u s e ( the f a c t t h a t 

Harvey i s a j u d g e i s p r e s u p p o s e d f r o m the p r e d i c a t e s e n t e n c e s 

i n the f i r s t c l a u s e ) . 

T h u s , t h i s range of phenomena may s e r v e as a s c a l e 

f o r e v a l u a t i n g the s e m a n t i c a c c o u n t s to f o l l o w . As R. L a k o f f 
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g i v e s t h r e e d i s t i n c t v e r s i o n s of a s e m a n t i c c o n s t r a i n t on 

c o n j u n c t i o n , each may be e v a l u a t e d f o r adequacy i n i t s own 

r i g h t . H o w e v e r , b e f o r e t a k i n g up her p r o p o s a l s i t i s e s s e n t i a l 

to d i s c u s s the s e m a n t i c t h e o r y t h a t u n d e r l i e s them i n g e n e r a l . 

R a d i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t from c o m p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s , t h i s a c c o u n t 

i n t e g r a t e s p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s , d e d u c t i o n , and c o n v e r s a t i o n a l 

p r i n c i p l e s i n t o a s i n g l e p r o c e d u r e w h i c h a t t e m p t s to d e s c r i b e 

how s p e a k e r s and h e a r e r s go a b o u t d e c i d i n g a c c e p t a b i l i t y . 

S i n c e p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s are such an i n t e g r a l p a r t of 

t h i s p r o c e d u r e , and s i n c e the o r i g i n s o f p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s f i g u r e 

i n the a c c o u n t as w e l l , some p r e l i m i n a r y d i s t i n c t i o n s may prove 

h e l p f u l . B r i e f l y , p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s a r e o f d i f f e r e n t t y p e s and 

a r i s e f rom d i f f e r e n t s o u r c e s . ^ C o n s i d e r the f o l l o w i n g : 

5) T h e c a t s a t o n t h e m a t . 

6 ) a J o h n a n d t h e o t h e r a n i m a l s f i n a l l y made i t b a c k , 
b T h e w o l f a n d t h e o t h e r a n i m a l s f i n a l l y made i t 

b a c k . 

7 ) H a v e y o u m o v e d Q-R5 a g a i n ? 

8) a T h e f o r e m a n r e v e a l e d t h e j u r y ' s d e c i s i o n . 
b T h e f o r e m a n r e p o r t e d t h e p r i s o n e r ' s c o n v i c t i o n . 

9) J o h n c a l l e d M a r y a c a b a n d t h e n s h e c a l l e d 
h i m a j e r k . 

Examples (5) t h r o u g h (9) d e m o n s t r a t e some of the d i f f e r e n t 

t y p e s o f p r e s u p p o s i t i o n . (5) i s a case of e x i s t e n t i a l p r e s u p 

p o s i t i o n , i n t h a t the e x i s t e n c e of a c a t and of a mat i s 

i m p l i e d . For ( 6 a ) , we u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e r e a r e two groups 
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o f a n i m a l s i n s t e a d o f o n e ; i n ( 6 b ) , to know t h a t a w o l f i s an 

a n i m a l a l l o w s one to know t h a t o n l y one group of a n i m a l s came 

b a c k . In (7) we u n d e r s t a n d t h a t the a d d r e s s e e has moved Q-R5 

b e f o r e the t i m e of the u t t e r a n c e , whether he has j u s t made 

thatmv.ove or n o t . O t h e r w i s e , the cases i n (8) i n v o l v e f a c t i v e 

p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s , o r i n s t a n c e s i n w h i c h we t a k e s o m e t h i n g to 

be a f a c t : the j u r y came to a d e c i s i o n , and the p r i s o n e r was 

c o n v i c t e d . And f i n a l l y ( 9 ) , c o n c e r n s the h e a r e r ' s knowledge 

of what i t i s to " c a l l " someone s o m e t h i n g or to i n s u l t them. 

In a l l o f the cases a b o v e , the s p e a k e r assumes some 

s t a t e o f a f f a i r s to e x i s t , a n d , a l t h o u g h t h e s e a s s u m p t i o n s 

a r e nowhere a s s e r t e d , l a n g u a g e u s e r s a re a b l e to r e c o v e r such 

a s s u m p t i o n s by r e c o g n i t i o n o f such terms as o t h e r and a g a i n , 

r e c o g n i t i o n of f a c t i v e n o m i n a l i z a t i o n s , and by l e x i c a l l o o k 

ups f o r i t e m s l i k e c a l l . A l l such cases are m a t t e r s of 

i n t e r n a l r e c o v e r y , or r e c o v e r y t h r o u g h i n t e r n a l means, o f 

u n d e r l y i n g a s s u m p t i o n s . However , f o r the p u r p o s e s o f i n t e r 

p r e t i n g s e n t e n c e s i n d i s c o u r s e , p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s w h i c h are 

i n t e r n a l to c o n t e x t u a l s e n t e n c e s , but w h i c h are e x t e r n a l to 

t h e s e n t e n c e s i n q u e s t i o n , must a l s o be e m p l o y e d . As I s h a l l 

show s u b s e q u e n t l y , e x t e r n a l p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s f i g u r e i n the 

t h i r d o f R. L a k o f f ' s v e r s i o n s o f the common t o p i c . 

B r i e f l y , the common t o p i c c o n s t r a i n t i s e x p r e s s e d 

i n terms of " r e l e v a n c e , " an " i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n , " and p o s s i b l e 

r e d u c t i o n to a s y m m e t r i c p r e d i c a t e , to s i m i l a r i n p a r t i c u l a r 
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( t h e l a s t of t h e s e , or r e d u c t i o n to a s y m m e t r i c p r e d i c a t e , 

w i l l be t a k e n up i n the f o u r t h s e c t i o n ) . " R e l e v a n c e , " as she 

uses i t , i s more of a p r i n c i p l e than a c o n s t r a i n t : "Two 

s e n t e n c e s may be c o n j o i n e d i f one i s r e l e v a n t to the o t h e r , 
o 

or i f they s h a r e a common t o p i c . " T h e r e f o r e , p r i m a r y emphasis 

w i l l be p l a c e d on her second v e r s i o n , s i n c e the r e l e v a n c e 

p r i n c i p l e i s not d i s c u s s e d f u r t h e r and i s i n c l u d e d w i t h i n the 

second anyway. 
R. L a k o f f d e f i n e s the common t o p i c as " t h a t p a r t 

g 

o f each c o n j u n c t of the s e n t e n c e t h a t i s i d e n t i c a l . " However , 

a l t h o u g h she p h r a s e s her a n a l y s i s i n terms o f " i d e n t i t y r e l a 

t i o n s " t h e s e a r e c l e a r l y u n l i k e t h o s e of the l e x i c a l c o - o c c u r 

r e n c e v a r i e t y . R a t h e r , she a r g u e s , l a n g u a g e u s e r s may combine 

p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s f rom the c o n j u n c t w i t h what i s a s s e r t e d i n 

the c o n j u n c t and r e a c h an i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n between c i lauses 

by means o f a p r o c e s s o f d e d u c t i o n . 1 ^ 

For e x a m p l e , John wants to make P e k i n g D u c k , and I  

know t h a t the A&P i s h a v i n g a s a l e on h o i s i n sauce r e q u i r e s 

the h e a r e r to know: 
a ) ( P r e s u p p o s i t i o n ) H o i s i n s a u c e i s t h e u s u a l 

a c c o m p a n i m e n t t o P g k i n g D u c k . 

b ) S i n c e i t i s o n s a l e , now i s a g o o d t i m e t o 
b u y i t . 

c ) ( t h e r e f o r e ) Now i s a g o o d t i m e t o make 
P e k i n g D u c k . 

d ) t o m a k e P e k i n g D u c k = t o make P e k i n g D u c k . 
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and c o n s e q u e n t l y the s p e a k e r / h e a r e r i s a b l e to d e c i d e t h a t 

t h i s c o n j u n c t i s an a c c e p t a b l e one on i n t e r n a l g r o u n d s . 

O t h e r w i s e , R. L a k o f f ' s e a r l y o b s e r v a t i o n s on c o n j u n c 

t i o n are v a l u a b l e , s p e c i f i c a l l y t h o s e c o n c e r n i n g the need to 

e x t e n d the t o p i c to i n c l u d e s e m a n t i c i n f o r m a t i o n , and t h o s e 

c o n c e r n i n g the range o f p o s s i b l e d e v i a n c e . She i s perhaps 

the f i r s t t o p o i n t o u t t h a t "To u n d e r s t a n d them a t a l l , the 

h e a r e r must s u p p l y , f rom h i s knowledge of the w o r l d , or f rom 

p r i o r d i s c o u r s e he has p a r t i c i p a t e d i n , a d d i t i o n a l f a c t s t h a t 

l i n k s o m e t h i n g i n one c o n j u n c t to s o m e t h i n g i n the s e c o n d . " 1 1 

As w e l l , she a l s o o b s e r v e s t h a t "he must make p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s 

about the o v e r t e l ements i n the s e n t e n c e , and the p r e s u p p o s i 

t i o n s he makes , though t h e y have no o v e r t form i n the s u p e r 

f i c i a l s t r u c t u r e of the s e n t e n c e , v e r y d e f i n i t e l y a f f e c t the 
1 2 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y o f s e n t e n c e s . " 

T h u s , i n terms of p r i n c i p l e s l i k e t h e s e , and i n 

terms o f f o r m a l o p e r a t i o n s l i k e d e d u c t i o n f r o m p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s 

and a s s e r t i o n s , R. L a k o f f ' s a c c o u n t a p p e a r s to be a s u i t a b l e 

c a n d i d a t e f o r s p e c i f y i n g c o n j u n c t a c c e p t a b i l i t y . H o w e v e r , 

a t l e a s t f o r her " i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n " v e r s i o n o f the c o n s t r a i n t , 

t h i s i s not the c a s e . In t h a t i t s p r i n c i p a l v e r s i o n r e l i e s 

on an i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n b e i n g f o u n d between the two c o n j o i n e d 

c l a u s e s , i t i s p o s s i b l e to show an a c c o u n t l i k e t h i s i s b o t h 

too s t r o n g and too weak. In c e r t a i n c a s e s , c o n j u n c t s may be 

d i s c o v e r e d to be a c c e p t a b l e w i t h o u t the need of e s t a b l i s h i n g 
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an i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n , and i n o t h e r c a s e s , an i d e n t i t y r e l a 

t i o n m i g h t be e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h o u t the s e n t e n c e b e i n g a c c e p t a b l e . 

L i m i t a t i o n s o f the " I d e n t i t y " R e l a t i o n 

W h i l e R. L a k o f f ' s t e n t a t i v e f i n d i n g s c l e a r l y f i t 

many f a c t s about c o n j u n c t i o n , to r e s o l v e such o b s e r v a t i o n s i n t o 

a s i n g l e r e l a t i o n , t h a t o f i d e n t i t y , t ends to d i s c r e d i t t h e i r 

i n i t i a l w o r t h . W i t h r e g a r d to usage (see (10) and (11) b e l o w ) , 

knowledge of the w o r l d (see (3) and ( 4 ) ) , and o r d e r i n g (see 

( 6 ) ) , the s c a l e o f e v a l u a t i o n s e t up i n .thetseoorniil s e c t i o n , 

the i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n s t o p s s h o r t o f a d e q u a c y . 

In George L a k o f f ' s e a r l y work on the r o l e of d e d u c 

t i o n i n a grammar, d e d u c t i o n and p r e s u p p o s i t i o n were used as a 

f o r m a l means o f making e x p l i c i t what a h e a r e r u n d e r s t o o d 

f rom a c o n j u n c t i o n , as w e l l as why he took the c o n j u n c t i o n 
13 

to be a c c e p t a b l e . The e s s e n t i a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f u t t e r a n c e s 

l i k e " t h e mayor i s a r e p u b l i c a n and the u s e d - c a r d e a l e r i s 

h o n e s t t o o " i s t h a t the r e a d e r / h e a r e r t a k e s t h i s to be one 

way a s p e a k e r may i m p l i c i t l y communicate h i s b e l i e f t h a t 

e i t h e r the mayor i s hones t or t h a t r e p u b l i c a n s are h o n e s t . 

In such c a s e s , we do not u n d e r s t a n d the u t t e r a n c e to be 

n o t h i n g more than two c o n j o i n e d sentences , i n t e n d e d to be 

u n d e r s t o o d i n d e p e n d e n t l y , but to be two p r e m i s e l i n e s i n an 
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i m p l i c i t p r o o f , o f f e r i n g s u f f i c i e n t i n f o r m a t i o n to draw an 

i m p l i c i t t h i r d o r c o n c l u d i n g l i n e . In the P e k i n g Duck e x a m p l e , 

we u n d e r s t a n d o n l y t h a t a s p e a k e r i s s u g g e s t i n g s o m e t h i n g 

e q u i v a l e n t to "Now i s a good t i m e f o r John to buy h o i s i n 

sauce f rom the A & P . " The f a c t t h a t t h e r e e x i s t t o p i c s i n 

common between the two c l a u s e s i s i n c i d e n t a l to what we u n d e r 

s t a n d by the c o n j u n c t , and the o p e r a t i o n s are o f a l o g i c a l 

s o r t n e c e s s a r y to t h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

Whether the common t o p i c i s d e r i v e d t h r o u g h r e p e a t e d 

l e x i c a l i t e m s , l e x i c a l l o o k - u p p r o d u c i n g common s e m a n t i c 

f e a t u r e s o r set -member r e l a t i o n s , or t h r o u g h the d e d u c t i v e 

p r o c e s s o u t l i n e d a b o v e , the c o n s t r a i n t i s n e i t h e r n e c e s s a r y 

or s u f f i c i e n t to c o n j u n c t - a c c e p t a b i l i t y : 

1 ) Max b u i l d s b ombs a n d P e t e f 1 i e s m i s s i o n s 
o v e r T h a i l a n d . 

2) ? * A r m y a n t s i n v a d e d t h e v i l l a g e a n d t h e h u t s 
w e r e a t t a c k e d i n J u l y . 

A l t h o u g h (2) a l l o w s the d e d u c t i o n of a t o p i c i d e n t i t y ( a n t s 

a t t a c k v i l l a g e = a n t s a t t a c k v i l l a g e ) the c o n j u n c t i o n r e m a i n s 

p e c u l i a r . The r e l e v a n c e of " J u l y " to the c o n j u n c t i s u n 

c e r t a i n . For ( 1 ) , i t i s p o s s i b l e to e s t a b l i s h a c o v e r t common 

t o p i c ( f u n c t i o n of the war e f f o r t = f u n c t i o n of the war e f f o r t ) 

where t h i s may not be what i s a c t u a l l y a s s e r t e d by the s p e a k e r , 

who may be i m p l i c i t l y a s c r i b i n g s i m i l a r c u l p a b i l i t y to both 

Max and P e t e . Once t h i s i m p l i c i t c o n n e c t i o n has been made, 

no d e d u c t i o n of a common t o p i c to t e s t a c c e p t a b i l i t y i s 
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n e c e s s a r y ; common t o p i c s may be a l a s t r e s o r t when o t h e r i n 

t e r p r e t a t i o n f a i l s . T h u s , f o r u t t e r a n c e s l i k e ( 1 ) , a c c e p t 

a b i l i t y must be u n i q u e l y d e t e r m i n e d on the b a s i s of the a c c e p t 

a b i l i t y o f t h e i r i n d i r e c t s t a t e m e n t s i n c o n t e x t . C o n s i d e r 

(3) and (4 ) : 

3) D i d y o u h e a r a b o u t w h a t h a p p e n e d t o E d n a ' s 
c o u s i n ? P o o r J o h n n e v e r s aw t h e t r a i n c o m i n g . 
I o n l y h o p e he knew how t o p l a y a h a r p . 

4) J o h n w a s f i r e d y e s t e r d a y b e c a u s e he m i s s e d 
h i s c o m m u t e r t r a i n a g a i n . P o o r J o h n n e v e r 
s aw t h e t r a i n i c o m i n g . ? * l o n l y h o p e he knew 
how t o p l a y a h a r p . 

In (4) the f i n a l s e n t e n c e f a i l s a c c e p t a b i l i t y because of the 

c o n t e x t s e t out by i t s i n i t i a l s e n t e n c e . Taken t o g e t h e r , 

the f i n a l two s e n t e n c e s i n both (3) and (4) i m p l i c i t l y s t a t e 

t h a t John had a f a t a l a c c i d e n t . The u n a c c e p t a b i 1 i t y o f t h i s 

i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t i n the c o n t e x t of (4) causes the f i n a l 

s e n t e n c e t h e r e to be u n a c c e p t a b l e . T h u s , i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n s 

have l i t t l e to do w i t h a c c e p t a b i l i t y f o r c o n j u n c t s l i k e (1) 

and c a n n o t g u a r a n t e e a c c e p t a b i l i t y f o r c o n j u n c t s l i k e (2 ) . 

The s e m a n t i c c o n d i t i o n s f o r a s e n t e n c e ' s a c c e p t a b i l i t y may, 

i n f a c t , be i n a s e n t e n c e p r i o r to i t s immedia te a n t e c e d e n t . 

In a d d i t i o n , the i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n f a i l s to show t h a t 

m o d a l i t y and o r d e r i n g p l a y a v i t a l p a r t i n c o n j u n c t i n t e r p r e 

t a t i o n : 



58 

5) a J o h n i s a u s e d c a r s a l e s m a n a n d P e t e i s a 
c r o o k t o o . 

? * P e t e i s a c r o o k a n d J o h n i s a u s e d c a r 
s a l e s m a n t o o . 

6) a J o h n i s a u s e d c a r s a l e s m a n a n d P e t e i s a 
c r o o k t o o . 

b ? J o h n i s a u s e d c a r s a l e s m a n a n d P e t e may be 
a c r o o k t o o . 

c * J o h n may be a u s e d c a r s a l e s m a n a n d P e t e i s 
a c r o o k t o o . 

7) a • T h a t f u r r y o b j e c t i s a n a p e a n d h a s a l o n g 
t a i I . 

b ? T h a t f u r r y o b j e c t h a s a l o n g t a i l a n d i s a n 
a p e . 

(7) b e l o n g s to a c l a s s o f c o n j u n c t s i n w h i c h the f i r s t c l a u s e 

i d e n t i f i e s a s e t or c l a s s of o b j e c t s to w h i c h the second c l a u s e 

a s c r i b e s a t y p i c a l p r o p e r t y . The r e l a t i o n s h i p i s o n e - w a y , 

the a u d i e n c e must be o f f e r e d the c l a s s or s e t term f i r s t . 

In (6), w h i c h i s a more c o m p l i c a t e d case of (5), one can see 

t h a t w h i l e a r e a d e r / h e a r e r c o u l d s t i l l deduce " u s e d c a r s a l e s 

men a r e c r o o k s " or t h a t " J o h n i s a c r o o k " f rom (6b), such a 

c o n c l u s i o n i s i m p o s s i b l e f rom (6c). (6) a l s o shows the r o l e 

o f m o d a l i t y i n c o n j u n c t i o n , i n t h a t most c o n j o i n e d c l a u s e s 

a r e f a c t i v e , f a c i l i t a t i n g the d e d u c t i v e p r o c e s s f o r t h e a u d i e n c e . 

In t h i s s e n s e , what i s i m p o r t a n t f o r p r o c e s s i n g c o n j u n c t s i s 

not m o d a l i t y but f a c t i v i t y , i f we see the c o n j o i n e d c l a u s e s 

as p r e m i s e s . In a case l i k e (5a), t h e s p e a k e r t a k e s i t to 

be a f a c t t h a t used c a r s a l e s m e n are c r o o k s and t h a t o t h e r 

p e r s o n s s h a r e t h i s k n o w l e d g e . N o t i c e t h a t the f a c t i v i t y o f 
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t h i s p r e s u p p o s i t i o n u n d e r l i e s what i s a s u r f a c e c o u n t e r - f a c t u a l 

c l a i m i n (8): 

8) Why i s J o h n p r e s s u r i n g me t o b u y P e t e ' s 
o l d c l u n k e r ? W e l l , J o h n may be a u s e d 
c a r s a l e s m a n a n d P e t e may be a c r o o k a s 
w e l l . 

However , perhaps (5) i s the b e s t example of a c o n 

s t r a i n t on o r d e r i n g i n c o n j u n c t i o n , s i n c e i t shows t h a t o r d e r 

i n g can i n f l u e n c e the p o s s i b l e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of the s e n t e n c e . 

As a h y p o t h e s i s , t h e i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n p r o p o s a l l e a d s to the 

a s s u m p t i o n t h a t o r d e r i n g p l a y s no i m p o r t a n t p a r t f o r a c c e p t 

a b i l i t y as l o n g as a common t o p i c can be l o c a t e d b e t w e e n . t h e 

two c l a u s e s . The i m p o r t a n c e of o r d e r i n g f o r i n t e r p r e t i n g 

c o n j o i n e d s e n t e n c e s may a l s o be a p p r o a c h e d f rom a d i f f e r e n t 

a n g l e , i n v o l v i n g R e d u c t i o n : 

9 ) a J o h n i s a u s e d - c a r s a l e s m a n a n d he i s a c r o o k , 
b ? J o h n i s a c r o o k a n d he i s a u s e d - c a r s a l e s m a n , 
c J o h n i s a c r o o k e d u s e d - c a r s a l e s m a n , 
d * J o h n i s a u s e d - c a r s a l e s m a n c r o o k . 

(9c) and (9d) r e p r e s e n t f r o n t i n g of nouns i n t o a d j e c t i v a l 

p o s i t i o n s , d e m o n s t r a t i n g here t h a t a p r o p e r t y noun u s u a l l y 

f o l l o w s a c l a s s o r s e t term i n a c o n j u n c t i o n of t h i s s o r t . 

The p o i n t here i s t h a t t h e r e a re s y n t a c t i c , s e m a n t i c , and 

p r a g m a t i c r e a s o n s f o r c o n s t r a i n i n g the o r d e r o f c l a u s e s i n 

c o n j u n c t i o n . A common t o p i c c o n s t r a i n t makes no a l l o w a n c e 

f o r the e x i s t e n c e of t h e s e c o n v e n t i o n s . 

In r e g a r d to c a s e s l i k e (5a), o r t h o s e l i k e the 

P e k i n g Duck e x a m p l e , l i n g u i s t i c c o n v e n t i o n s are s u f f i c i e n t 
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to e s t a b l i s h the n e c e s s a r y p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s f o r a r r i v i n g a t a 

common t o p i c . F o r the f o l l o w i n g c a s e s , none o f w h i c h a r e 

u n a c c e p t a b l e , d i f f e r e n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n s are i n v o l v e d : 

I 0 ) a He a s k e d A g n e w w h a t he t h o u g h t a n d S p i r o 
s a i d " o k . " 

b ? ? H e a s k e d S p i r o w h a t he t h o u g h t a n d A g n e w 
s a i d " o k . " 

I l ) a J o h n j i s c a s h i n g h i s c h e q u e a n d s h e ' s l o o k i n g 
f o r t h e m e c h a n i c j . 

b T h e r e i s a p r o b l e m i n s e l e c t i o n a l r e s t r i c 
t i o n s h e r e a n d y o u s h o u l d r e a d Aspects . 

c T h a t man o n t h e b e a c h i s my b r o t h e r ; a n d 
P e d r o , s a i d he w o u l d m e e t us h e r e , i 

(10) d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t c o n s t r a i n t s e x i s t such t h a t i f the s p e a k e r 

e x p r e s s e s f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h an i n d i v i d u a l , he must c o n t i n u e i n 

t h a t mood, but not v i c e v e r s a . In (11) , p e r s o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n 

a l l o w s d e s c r i p t i v e c o r e f e r e n c e , whereas such i s not the case 

f o r g e n e r a l c o r e f e r e n c e . In s h o r t , the i n t e r n a l c o n d i t i o n s 

on w e l l - f o r m e d c o n j u n c t i o n s are e x t e n s i v e and w e l l beyond the 

d e s c r i p t i v e power o f an i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n . 

Symmetr i c C o n j u n c t i o n 

A l t h o u g h never d e v e l o p i n g her t h i r d v e r s i o n of the 

common t o p i c c o n s t r a i n t to i t s t e r m i n a l i m p l i c a t i o n s , R. 

L a k o f f has s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e r e i s a c l o s e c o n n e c t i o n between 

c o n j u n c t i o n and i n d i r e c t s t a t e m e n t s o f s i m i l a r i t y : " p e r h a p s , 

what one means by s y m m e t r i c c o n j u n c t i o n , and common t o p i c i n 
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c o n n e c t i o n w i t h i t , i s ' p o s s i b i l i t y o f r e d u c t i o n by p r e s u p p o s i 

t i o n and d e d u c t i o n to an u n d e r l y i n g s y m m e t r i c p r e d i c a t e . ' " 1 4 

I f t h i s i s the c a s e , and I s h a l l t r y to show t h a t f o r a t 

l e a s t one c l a s s of c o n j u n c t s i t i s , then i t i s p o s s i b l e to 

speak of s e n t e n c e s l i k e Max b u i l d s bombs and Pete f l i e s m i s s i o n s  

o v e r T h a i l a n d as r e d u c i n g to any one o f t h r e e p o s s i b l e t o p i c 

p a i r s : 

l ) a Max i s s i m i l a r t o P e t e i n t h a t t h e y b o t h w o r k 
i n t h e w a r e f f o r t , 

b B u i l d i n g bombs i s s i m i l a r t o f l y i n g m i s s i o n s 
i n t h a t b o t h a r e f u n c t i o n s o f a n y w a r e f f o r t , 

c Bombs a r e s i m i l a r t o m i s s i o n s i n t h a t b o t h 
a r e d e s t r u c t i v e . 

N o t i c e t h a t f o r the examples i n ( 1 ) , each p a i r may be e x p r e s s e d 

as deep s t r u c t u r e s u b j e c t s , f i t t i n g R. L a k o f f ' s s u g g e s t i o n 

t h a t common t o p i c s c o n c e r n "what the s e n t e n c e i s p a r t i c u l a r l y  

a b o u t . " However , the range o f t o p i c s , or t h e m e s , p o i n t s 

d i r e c t l y to the r o l e t h a t c o n t e x t must p l a y i n i n t e r p r e t i n g 

c o n j u n c t i o n . T h u s , as i t i s the p u r p o s e of t h i s s e c t i o n to 

d e m o n s t r a t e , c o n j u n c t i o n s a r e c o n s t r a i n e d not o n l y by i n t e r n a l 

s y n t a c t i c and s e m a n t i c c o n d i t i o n s , but a l s o by c o n t e x t u a l 

ones (as w e l l as e x t e r n a l p r a g m a t i c c o n d i t i o n s l i k e the h e a r e r ' s 

knowledge of the w o r l d ) . 

T h u s , the e a r l i e r d i s t i n c t i o n between i n t e r n a l p r e 

s u p p o s i t i o n and e x t e r n a l , or c o n t e x t u a l , p r e s u p p o s i t i o n comes 

f u l l y i n t o p l a y . Sentences t a k e n i n i s o l a t i o n n e c e s s a r i l y 

depend o n l y on i n t e r n a l p r e s u p p o s i t i o n and d e d u c t i o n f o r 
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i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ; h o w e v e r , s e n t e n c e s i n c o n t e x t r a r e l y may be 

i n t e r p r e t e d w i t h o u t c o n t e x t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n . T h u s , w h i l e 

the i n t e r n a l p r o c e d u r e may r e s u l t i n s e v e r a l t o p i c s b e i n g 

f o u n d f o r a c o n j u n c t , the e x t e r n a l or c o n t e x t u a l p r o c e d u r e 

u s u a l l y l i m i t s a c o n j u n c t to a s i n g l e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . T h i s 

d i s t i n c t i o n r e q u i r e s some i l l u s t r a t i o n . 

N o t i c e t h a t a s e n t e n c e l i k e Max b u i l d s bombs and Pete 

f l i e s m i s s i o n s o v e r T h a i l a n d , when i n s e r t e d i n t o d i f f e r e n t 
1 5 

c o n t e x t s , may e l i c i t d i f f e r e n t i n t e r p r e t i v e f o c u s l s -

2 ) S : Max i s no b e t t e r t h a n P e t e . Max b u i I d s b o m b s 
a n d P e t e f l i e s m i s s i o n s o v e r T h a i l a n d . T h e y 
a r e b o t h w a r m o n g e r s . 

R: B u t Max i s n ' t r e a l l y s i m i l a r t o P e t e i n t h a t 
w a y , b e c a u s e Max c a n ' t g e t a j o b d o i n g a n y 
t h i n g e l s e . 

3) S : W h a t Max d o e s i s no d i f f e r e n t f r o m w h a t P e t e 
d o e s . Max b u i l d s b o m b s a n d P e t e f l i e s 
m i s s i o n s o v e r T h a i l a n d . 

R: B u t t h e s e a c t i v i t i e s a r e n ' t r e a l l y s i m i l a r 
b e c a u s e b u i l d i n g b o m b s i s g o o d f o r t h e e c o n o m y 
w h e r e a s f l y i n g m i s s i o n s i s n o t . 

4) S : T h e s e men may be e n g a g e d i n d i f f e r e n t a c t i v i t i e s 
b u t t h e r e s u l t i s t h e s a m e . Max b u i l d s b o m b s 
a n d P e t e f l i e s m i s s i o n s o v e r T h a i l a n d . 

R: B u t , b ombs a r e n ' t r e a l l y s i m i l a r t o m i s s i o n s 
e v e n t h o u g h b o t h a r e d e s t r u c t i v e . 

( 2 ) , ( 3 ) , and (4) show t h a t the a s s u m p t i o n t h a t s u r f a c e s t r u c 

t u r e s must r e f l e c t and be i n t i m a t e l y r e l a t e d to deep s t r u c t u r e 

i s an i n s e c u r e o n e . R e g a r d l e s s o f i t s s u r f a c e s u b j e c t or 

s u b j e c t s , c o n t e x t must p l a y an e s s e n t i a l r o l e i n our u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g o f what themes a p a r t i c u l a r c o n j u n c t may h a v e . 
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T u r n i n g to i n t e r n a l p r e s u p p o s i t i o n , G. L a k o f f has 

s t a t e d t h a t " f o r many s e n t e n c e s i t makes no sense to ask 

w h e t h e r o r not t h e y are g r a m m a t i c a l i n any a b s o l u t e s e n s e , 

but o n l y to ask w h e t h e r t h e y are g r a m m a t i c a l r e l a t i v e to 
1 C 

c e r t a i n p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s . " A l t h o u g h G. L a k o f f t a k e s the p r e 

s u p p o s i t i o n s n e c e s s a r y f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g a c c e p t a b i l i t y o n l y 

f rom the s e n t e n c e s i n q u e s t i o n , and such s e n t e n c e s a r e a c c e p t 

a b l e r e l a t i v e to such p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s , i f h i s examples were 

p l a c e d i n c o n t e x t t h e i r a c c e p t a b i l i t y m i g h t a l s o depend on 

c o n t e x t u a l p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , bo th of the L a k o f f s ' 

p r o p o s a l s c o n c e r n i n g p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s are p r i m a r i l y c o n c e r n e d 

w i t h w h e t h e r the s e n t e n c e i s g r a m m a t i c a l o r a c c e p t a b l e , g i v e n 

o n l y i n t e r n a l p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s . In a c t u a l p r a c t i c e , a l t h o u g h 

t h e i r p r o p o s a l s seem at l e a s t f o r m a l l y d i s t i n c t , bo th a t t e m p t 

to e s t a b l i s h a c c e p t a b i l i t y ( o r g r a m m a t i c a l l y , d e p e n d i n g on 

o n e ' s n o t i o n of what a grammar s h o u l d be a b l e to do) by means 

o f d e d u c i n g an i n t e r n a l i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n . 

For e x a m p l e , g i v e n a s e n t e n c e l i k e ( 5 ) , G . L a k o f f 

a rgues t h a t i t i s " g r a m m a t i c a l o n l y r e l a t i v e to the p r e s u p p o 

s i t i o n t h a t c a l l i n g someone a v i r g i n i s an i n s u l t . " 1 ^ 

5) J o h n c a l l e d M a r y a v i r g i n a n d t h e n s h e 
i n s u l t e d h i m . 

A l t h o u g h perhaps t h i s c l a i m s h o u l d be m o d i f i e d to c o v e r o n l y 

c a l l i n g ( s i n c e ??He c a l l e d him a hero i s u n d o u b t e d l y s t r a n g e ) , 

i t i s n e v e r t h e l e s s p o s s i b l e to r e d u c e t h i s s e n t e n c e to L a k o f f ' s 
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f o r m u l a [ f ( a , b ) & f ( b , a ) ] , i n w h i c h the i d e n t i c a l f u n c t o r s 

r e f l e c t the f a c t t h a t the s p e a k e r or h e a r e r has p r e s u p p o s e d 

t h a t to c a l 1 someone s o m e t h i n g i s to i n s u l t them. T h u s , the 

above f o r m u l a i s a case of the s i m p l e form L a k o f f p o s i t s to 

r e p r e s e n t what s p e a k e r s a r r i v e a t e v e n t u a l l y i n t h e i r u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g o f such s e n t e n c e s . However , i t i s p o s s i b l e , even 

e s s e n t i a l a t t i m e s , , ( a s i n r e a d i n g l i t e r a t u r e or s u b j e c t s o u t 

s i d e our t e c h n i c a l c o m p e t e n c e ) , to speak of a s e n t e n c e a c c u 

rately r e p o r t i n g the b e l i e f s o f the s p e a k e r , no m a t t e r what the 

a u d i e n c e knows, or b e l i e v e s . P r e s u p p o s i t i o n s seem to be 

r e l a t i v e to s p e a k e r - g r a m m a t i c a l i t y o n l y ; c o n s i d e r the case 

o f ( 6 ) : 

6) The mayor i s a R e p u b l i c a n and t h e u sed c a r 
d e a l e r i s h o n e s t t o o . 

Here we know t h a t whoever u t t e r s t h i s b e l i e v e s e i t h e r t h a t the 

mayor i s h o n e s t o r t h a t a l l R e p u b l i c a n s a r e h o n e s t , or b o t h , 

r e g a r d l e s s o f our own b e l i e f s a b o u t the h o n e s t y of R e p u b l i c a n s . 

In s h o r t , t h i s a c c o u n t i s i n f o r m a t i v e c o n c e r n i n g how c o n j u n c t s 

a r e u n d e r s t o o d , but not c o n c e r n i n g how c o n j u n c t s a re a c c e p t a b l e . 

By the same c r i t e r i a , one would a c c e p t an example l i k e (7) 

s i n c e we know t h a t to be r i c h i s an u n d e r s t a t e d , but t r u e 

d e s c r i p t i o n of someone h a v i n g . "80 mi 1 1 i o n d o l l a r s , " and y e t 

(7) i s d e c i d e d l y q u e e r : 

7) ? ? J o h n i s r i c h and he has 80 m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . 
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I t i s the case w i t h p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s , as w e l l as w i t h 

e x p e c t a t i o n s , t h a t they can be made e x p l i c i t . Such i s not 

the case w i t h i m p l i e d s t a t e m e n t s . C o n t r a s t (8) and (9) i n 

t h i s r e g a r d : 

8) a J o h n c a l l e d Mary a v i r g i n and t h e n she i n -
s u I t e d h i m . 

b J o h n c a l l e d Mary a v i r g i n and t h e n she i n 
s u l t e d him b a c k , b e c a u s e t o " c a l I " someone 
a n y t h i n g i s t o i n s u l t t h e m . 

9) a The mayor i s a R e p u b l i c a n and t h e used c a r 
d e a l e r i s h o n e s t t o o . 

b * T h e mayor i s a R e p u b l i c a n and t h e used c a r 
d e a l e r i s h o n e s t t o o b e c a u s e a l I R e p u b l i c a n s 
a r e h o n e s t ; „ 

T h i s p a i r o f examples d e m o n s t r a t e s i n the main the d i f f e r e n c e 

i n s t a t u s between p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s and i n f e r e n c e s . N o t i c e t h a t 

where " i m p l i c a t i o n " demands a c o n d i t i o n a l w i t h i t s f i r s t 

member a s s e r t e d , the p r o c e s s o f p r e s u p p o s i t i o n i s more t e n u o u s : 

10) I f t h e mayor i s a - R e p u b l i c a n , t h e n he i s 
h o n e s t , and t h e mayor i s a R e p u b l i c a n . 

I I ) The mayo r (who i s h o n e s t ) i s a R e p u b l i c a n and 
t h e u sed c a r d e a l e r (who i s a D e m o c r a t ) i s 
h o n e s t t o o . 

12) ? ? The monkey d i g s c l a m s and we have l i t e r a r y 
e v a I u a t i o n s t o o . 

13) a ?My m o t h e r makes a b i g i m p r e s s i o n and S a l l y 
w r e s t l e s a l l i g a t o r s t o o . 

b My m o t h e r makes a b i g i m p r e s s i o n and she 
w r e s t l e s a l I i g a t o r s t o o . 

In t h i s s e r i e s o f . e x a m p l e s ( 1 1 ) , ( 1 2 ) , and (13) a re meant to 

c o n t r a s t w i t h ( 1 0 ) , w h i c h i s a case o f e x p l i c i t i m p l i c a t i o n . 
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(11) d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t c o n t e x t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n may be a v a i l a b l e 

such t h a t a d e d u c t i o n f o r a s e n t e n c e l i k e (6) to the e f f e c t 

t h a t " t h e mayor i s h o n e s t " i s nowhere n e e d e d . I n s t e a d , the 

d e d u c t i o n f o r (11) m i g h t be The mayor i s s i m i l a r to the used  

c a r d e a l e r i n t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e y b e l o n g to d i f f e r e n t p a r t i e s , 

b o t h are h o n e s t . (12) d e f i e s L a k o f f - a c c e p t a b i 1 i t y , but i s a 

s t a t e m e n t to the e f f e c t t h a t d i g g i n g c lams i s s i m i l a r to 

l i t e r a r y e v a l u a t i o n , and may be c o n t e x t - a c c e p t a b l e i n s a t i r i c a l 

c r i t i c i s m . (13) d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t even the a p p l i c a t i o n of 

terms l i k e i m p r e s s i o n are u l t i m a t e l y c o n t i n g e n t on t h e i r 

i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t . (13a) i n d i r e c t l y s t a t e s t h a t my mother 

makes an i m p r e s s i o n by w r e s t l i n g a l l i g a t o r s , w h i c h i s not 

the i m p r e s s i o n t h a t i s to be i n f e r r e d i n ( 1 3 b ) . 

I t m i g h t be a rgued a t t h i s p o i n t t h a t the d i f f e r e n c e s 

a re m e r e l y t e r m i n o l o g i c a l between d e d u c t i o n f rom i n t e r n a l 

p r e s u p p o s i t i o n and c o n t e n t to a common t o p i c and d e d u c t i o n 

from b o t h e x t e r n a l and i n t e r n a l p r e s u p p o s i t i o n and c o n t e n t 

to an i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t . N e v e r t h e l e s s , as I a rgued i n the 

l a s t s e c t i o n , s e n t e n c e p a i r s may have common t o p i c s and be 

u n a c c e p t a b l e ; y e t , w i t h r e g a r d to R. L a k o f f ' s t h i r d v e r s i o n 

of the common t o p i c c o n s t r a i n t , s e n t e n c e s w i t h s i m i l a r i t i e s 

or t h a t a l l o w the i n f e r e n c e of a s i m i l a r i t y p r e d i c a t e a re 

a c c e p t a b l e . T h e i r a c c e p t a b i l i t y seems to stem d i r e c t l y f rom 

the r e c o v e r y of t h i s s y m m e t r i c p r e d i c a t e and the s u b s e q u e n t 
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i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i t a l l o w s . The l i m i t a t i o n of " t o p i c s " to "what 

the s e n t e n c e i s p a r t i c u l a r l y a b o u t " seems to be c r u c i a l . 

For e x a m p l e , the p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s i n t e r n a 1 to Max  

b u i l d s bombs and Pe te f l i e s m i s s i o n s o v e r T h a i l a n d can i n c l u d e 

a s u r p r i s i n g l y l a r g e range of m a t e r i a l : 

I 4 ) a b u i l d i n g bombs and f l y i n g m i s s i o n s a r e war 
a c t i v i t i e s 

b bombs and m i s s i o n s b o t h have t o do w i t h 
f l y i n g 

c P e t e may be d r o p p i n g M a x ' s bombs on T h a i l a n d 
d bomb m a k i n g and f l y i n g b o t h r e q u i r e s k i l l 

As (14b) i n d i c a t e s , to r e a c h an i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n , or even a 

s i m i l a r i t y r e l a t i o n , i t i s d i f f i c u l t to make a f i r m d i s t i n c t i o n 

between an a s s o c i a t i o n and a p r e s u p p o s i t i o n , s i n c e both depend 

o n l y on a s i n g l e u t t e r a n c e f o r t h e i r f o r m a t i o n . What i s i m p o r 

t a n t f o r an example l i k e t h i s i s not t h a t we are a b l e to 

deduce back to a s i m i l a r i t y o r to an i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n between 

M a x ' s a c t i o n and P e t e ' s a c t i o n , but t h a t the u t t e r a n c e i n 

c o n t e x t p e r m i t s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s l i k e : " B u i l d i n g bombs i s to 

p a r t i c i p a t e s e r i o u s l y i n the war e f f o r t , " or "What Max does i s 

j u s t as c o n s e q u e n t i a l as what Pe te d o e s . " 

C o n s i d e r the f o l l o w i n g : 

I 5 ) a Max and P e t e a r e g r e a t b o w l e r s , w i t h s t e a d y 
ne i ? ve s . Max b u i l d s bombs and P e t e f l i e s 
m i s s i o n s o v e r T h a i l a n d , 

b P e t e t u r n s h e r o n , b u t M a r t h a w i l l p r o b a b l y 
m a r r y Max. Max b u i l d s bombs and P e t e f l i e s 
m i s s i o n s o v e r T h a i l a n d . 
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c Compared t o P e t e , what does Max know a b o u t 
S o u t h e a s t a n y w h e r e ? Max b u i l d s bombs and 
P e t e f l i e s m i s s i o n s o v e r T h a i l a n d , 

d S i d n e y g o t t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n s c o m p l e t e l y 
m i x e d up . Max b u i l d s bombs and P e t e f l i e s 
m i s s i o n s o v e r T h a i l a n d . 

Each o f the examples o f (15) a re a c c e p t a b l e , but i n 

the (b) and (d) c a s e s , no r e c o u r s e to i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n s 

between the c l a u s e s i s n e c e s s a r y f o r d e t e r m i n i n g a c c e p t a b i l i t y . 

For (a) and ( c ) , where (c ) o f f e r s a c o m p a r i s o n f o r d i f f e r e n c e 

r a t h e r t h a n f o r s i m i l a r i t y , an a u d i e n c e does have to examine 

the two c l a u s e s r e l a t i v e to one a n o t h e r . (15a) i s a c c e p t a b l e 

i n c o n t e x t not j u s t because one can deduce t h a t the two 

a c t i o n s are s i m i l a r , or because we can deduce f rom i n t e r n a l 

p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s t h a t bo th are p a r t o f the war e f f o r t , but 

because o f i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t s l i k e "Max and Pe te have s t e a d y 

n e r v e s because they have o c c u p a t i o n s w h i c h demand s t e a d y 

n e r v e s , " deduced from c o n t e x t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n . 

In the f i n a l s e c t i o n of t h i s c h a p t e r , t h e d i s c u s s i o n 

w i l l t u r n to t h e problems i n v o l v e d i n r e c o v e r i n g an u n d e r l y i n g 

s y m m e t r i c p r e d i c a t e ( s i m i l a r i s the example I used t h r o u g h 

o u t ) . T h u s , the p r o c e d u r e begun i n C h a p t e r 2 w u l t i m a f c e i y 

r e a c h e s the q u e s t i o n of p r a g m a t i c s or c o n t e x t . 

S i m i l a r i t y P r e d i c a t e s and P r a g m a t i c R e c o v e r y 

W h i l e i n C h a p t e r 2 a p r e l i m i n a r y d e f i n i t i o n o f 

p r a g m a t i cs d e s i g n a t e d the r e a d e r ' s " k n o w l e d g e o f the w o r l d " 
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as the b a s i s o f i t s o p e r a t i o n s , t h i s d e f i n i t i o n s u b s e q u e n t l y 

has come to i n c l u d e a knowledge o f immedia te c o n t e x t a l s o . 

" C o n t e x t " emerges , t h e n , as a c r u c i a l t o p i c o f d i s c u s s i o n 

f o r d i s c o u r s e , p a r t i c u l a r l y f rom the p o i n t o f v i e w o f 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g c o n j u n c t i o n t h e o r y . R e c a l l t h a t knowledge o f 

the w o r l d formed p a r t o f the i n f o r m a t i o n a r e a d e r c o u l d g a t h e r 

f rom a c o n j u n c t and use i n r e a c h i n g a common t o p i c . In the 

t h i r d s e c t i o n , as i n the f o u r t h , the c o r r e s p o n d i n g i d e n t i t y 

r e l a t i o n p r o p o s a l , i n c l u d i n g g l o b a l k n o w l e d g e , was f o u n d i n 

adequate f o r d i s c o u r s e on the grounds t h a t i t f a i l e d to s c r e e n 

out c o n t e x t u a l l y anomalous c o n j u n c t s . C l e a r l y the c o n t e x t u a l 

c r i t e r i o n , w h i c h c u r r e n t c o n j u n c t i o n t h e o r i e s l a c k , i s an 

i m p o r t a n t o n e . B u t , n o t i c e t h a t w h i l e c o n t e x t i s spoken of 

as a " c r i t e r i o n , " i t s c a n d i d a c y i s a c t u a l l y founded on c e r t a i n 

i n t e r p r e t l v e v e o p e r a t i o n s t h a t f i g u r e i n p r o c e s s i n g c o n j u n c t s . 

As I p o i n t e d o u t i n the f o u r t h s e c t i o n , one o f t h e s e i s 

r e c o v e r y . 

C o n c e r n i n g c o n t e x t u a l r e c o v e r y , to a v o i d c o n f u s i o n , 

two t o p i c s must be k e p t d i s t i n c t . The a l t e r n a t i v e s f o r what 

i s to be r e c o v e r e d are e a s i l y c o n f u s e d w i t h the o p e r a t i o n 

i t s e l f . I argue t h a t c o n j u n c t (or s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e ) 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y depends g r e a t l y , when i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t s are 

i n v o l v e d as t h e y a r e h e r e , on a s i n g l e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . Re

c o v e r y of a s y m m e t r i c p r e d i c a t e i s matched i n i m p o r t a n c e w i t h 

the o b j e c t s o f the p r e d i c a t e , s i n c e , as I p o i n t e d o u t i n the 
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f o u r t h s e c t i o n , d i f f e r e n t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s are p o s s i b l e . Re

c o v e r y may be seen as the r e v e r s a l o f the p r o c e s s o f d e l e t i o n 

(where d e l e t i o n t a k e s p l a c e j u s t because c o n t e x t u a l r e c o v e r y 

i s p o s s i b l e ) . 

T h u s , on r e a d i n g a p a r t i c u l a r s e n t e n c e i n a d i s c o u r s e , 

an audnience may deduce an i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t f rom the s e n t e n c e 

and i t s a n t e c e d e n t . A t t h i s p o i n t , the i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t , 

e s p e c i a l l y where s e v e r a l a re p o s s i b l e , becomes the t a r g e t 

f o r the a c c e p t a b i l i t y d e c i s i o n . I f a t l e a s t one i m p l i c i t 

s t a t e m e n t f i t s the c o n t e x t , then the s e n t e n c e w i l l be c o n 

n e c t e d and r e a s o n a b l e i n i t s immedia te c o n t e x t . I f n o t , i t 

w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d odd o r d e v i a n t . T h e r e f o r e , the r e c o v e r y 

o f d e l e t e d m a t e r i a l i s c r u c i a l to m e e t i n g the c r i t e r i o n of 

c o n t e x t u a l a c c e p t a b i l i t y . 

I t i s n e c e s s a r y to d i s t i n g u i s h between t h e d i f f e r e n t 

p o s s i b l e o b j e c t s f o r s i m i l a r i t y p r e d i c a t e s , f o r i t i s between 

t h e s e o b j e c t s t h a t r e a d e r s must d e c i d e i n r e c o v e r y . P o s t a l ' s 

work i n t h i s r e g a r d i s i m p o r t a n t , i n p a r t i c u l a r h i s d i s t i n c 

t i o n between " e n t i t y L " s e n t e n c e s and " p r o p e r t y " s e n t e n c e s , 
1 8 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g to the (a) and (b) examples b e l o w : 

1) a Max i s s i m i l a r t o G e o r g e i n t h e way he t r e a t s 
g i r l s . 

b T h e way Max t r e a t s g i r l s i s s i m i l a r t o t h e 
way G e o r g e t r e a t s g i r l s . 

2) a Max i s s i m i l a r t o P e t e i n c o I o u r i n g . 
b M a x ' s c o l o u r i n g i s s i m i l a r t o P e t e ' s 

c o l o u r i n g . 
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N o t i c e t h a t the i n the way t y p e i s b o t h s y n t a c t i c a l l y and 

c o n c e p t u a l l y d i f f e r e n t , e x p r e s s i n g s i m i l a r i t y o f manner r a t h e r 

t h a n p r o p e r t y o r a t t r i b u t e . P o s t a l a l s o f o r m u l a t e d a P r o p e r t y 

F a c t o r i n g r u l e to s t a n d f o r a " sequence of r u l e s " w h i c h 
1 9 

o p e r a t e to r e s t r u c t u r e e n t i t y t y p e s i n t o p r o p e r t y t y p e s . 

P o s t a l ' s c l a i m here i s not a f o r m a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l o n e , 

but i t seeks to e x p r e s s the g e n e r a l i z a t i o n t h a t t h e two t y p e s 

a r e r e l a t e d . 

I f we assume t h a t h i s r u l e o p e r a t e s f r e e l y on e n t i t y 

s e n t e n c e s , (3b) would be the " p r o p e r t y " form of e n t i t y s e n 

t e n c e ( 3 a ) : 
3) a Max a n d P e t e a r e s i m i l a r t n t h a t t h e y b o t h 

s w i m . 
b M a x ' s s w i m m i n g i s s i m i l a r t o P e t e ' s s w i m m i n g . 

However , due to the f a c t t h a t s i m i 1 a r i n t h a t i s a l w a y s f o l l o w e d 

by one or more f a c t i v e c l a u s e s , e . g . , 

4) a * M a x a n d I a r e s i m i l a r i n t h a t he h o p e s t o 
e n j o y b u l l f i g h t s a n d I e n j o y b u l l f i g h t s , 

b Max a n d I a r e s i m i l a r i n t h a t he e n j o y s 
b u l l f i g h t s a n d I e n j o y t h e m t o o . 

(3b) above may not be u n d e r s t o o d i n the manner s e n s e , but i n 

the f a c t i v e s e n s e , as i n ( 5 ) : 

5) M a x ' s s w i m m i n g ( a f t e r h<fcs h e a r t t r a n s p l a n t ) 
a n d P e t e ' s s w i m m i n g ( a f t e r h i s l u n g c o l l a p s e d ) 
a r e s i m i l a r ( i n t h a t t h e y a r e s u r p r i s i n g , e t c . ) . 

N o t i c e i n (5) t h a t the s u b s e q u e n t i n t h a t S c l a u s e t y p i c a l l y 

c o n t a i n s a f a c t i v e p r e d i c a t e . There a r e , t h e n , t h r e e d i s t i n c t 
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t y p e s of c o n s t i t u e n t s w h i c h o c c u r w i t h sri'mi 1 ar to s p e c i f y 

r e s p e c t s o f s i m i l a r i t y : a p r o p e r t y t y p e , ( 2 ) ; a manner t y p e , 

( 1 ) ; and a f a c t i v e t y p e l i k e ( 5 ) . P o s t a l ' s f a c t o r i n g r u l e 

works on any of the t h r e e . 

The m a t e r i a l above argues t h a t the s i m i l a r i t y c o n 

s t r u c t i o n i s i n f a c t composed o f t h r e e c o n c e p t u a l l y d i s t i n c t 

t y p e s . S y n t a c t i c e v i d e n c e can be b r o u g h t to s u p p o r t t h i s 

same c o n t e n t i o n . As one m i g h t e x p e c t , f a c t i v e t y p e s t a k e o n l y 

t h e s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s i m i l a r l y i n d i s c o u r s e , and manner 

t y p e s t a k e o n l y manner a d v e r b i a l s i m i l a r l y : 

6) a Max a n d P e t e a r e s i m i l a r i n t h a t t h e y s m o k e , 
b Max s m o k e s . S i m i l a r l y , P e t e s m o k e s . 

7) a Max a n d P e t e a r e s i m i l a r i n t h e way t h e y s m o k e . 
b Max s m o k e s a c e r t a i n w a y . P e t e s m o k e s s i m i l a r l y . 

8T)-a J o h n a n d M a r y a r e s i m i l a r i n t h a t J o h n h a s 
r e d h a i r a n d M a r y h a s r e d h a i r t o o . 

b * J o h n a n d M a r y a r e s i m i l a r i n t h e way J o h n 
p l a y s c h e s s a n d i n t h e way M a r y p l a y s c h e s s 
t o o . 

c * J o h n a n d M a r y a r e s i m i l a r i n t h e c o l o r o f h i s 
h a i r a n d i n t h e c o l o r o f h e r h a i r t o o . 

F i n a l l y , coming d i r e c t l y to t h e i s s u e of c o n t e x t u a l 

a m b i g u i t y , usage o f i n t h a t S , a l r e a d y shown to be p o t e n t i a l l y 

t h r e e ways a m b i g u o u s , i s f u r t h e r c o m p l i c a t e d by i t s f r e q u e n t 

p a r a p h r a s a b i 1 i t y f o r " b e c a u s e " c l a u s e s : 

9 ) a F r e d a n d P e t e a r e s i m i l a r i n o u t l o o k b e c a u s e 
t h e y arse b r o t h e r s , 

b F r e d a n d P e t e a r e s i m i l a r i n o u t l o o k i n t h a t 
t h e y a r e b r o t h e r s . 
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(9) p r e s e n t s two s e n t e n c e s w h i c h are s e m a n t i c a l l y synonymous 

but l e x i c a l l y d i s t i n c t . In l o o k i n g a t u t t e r a n c e s w i t h s i m i l a r 

t h e n , the r e a d e r / h e a r e r must not o n l y examine the r e s p e c t o f 

s i m i l a r i t y f o r p r o p e r t y - m a n n e r d i f f e r e n c e s but must a l s o 

(where o b j e c t s l i k e i n o u t l o o k p r e c e d e the i n t h a t S c l a u s e ) 

examine the u t t e r a n c e f o r a c a u s a l or r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l c o n 

n e c t i o n . T h u s , a deep s t r u c t u r e a n a l y s i s showing c o n j o i n e d 

e n t i t i e s f o l l o w e d by a s i m i l a r i t y p r e d i c a t e and r e s p e c t c l a u s e 

i s not n e a r l y deep enough to e x p r e s s the c a u s a l v e r s u s p r o p e r t y 

d i s t i n c t i o n . Where s i m i l a r i t y p r e d i c a t e s o c c u r i n i s o l a t i o n , 

or w i t h o u t an accompanying r e s p e c t c l a u s e , a f o u r - w a y a m b i g u i t y 

i s p o s s i b l e . 

10) Max a n d P e t e p l a y g o l f , b u t b o t h o f t h e m a r e 
a w f u l a t i t . ? ? T h e y a r e s i m i l a r . In g e n e r a l , 
t h e i r a t h l e t i c a b i l i t y i s p o o r . 

Max and P e t e can be s i m i l a r here i n t h a t they p l a y g o l f ( f a c 

t i v e ) , i n the .way they p l a y g o l f ( m a n n e r ) , because t h e i r 

a t h l e t i c a b i l i t y i s poor ( r e a s o n ) , o r f rom u n s p e c i f i e d s h a r e d 

a t t r i b u t e s l i k e a p p e a r a n c e or number of t e e t h ( p r o p e r t y ) . 

T h u s , a r e c o v e r y o p e r a t i o n i s f a c e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t 

u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e s f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n s w i t h s i m i l a r as 

p r e d i c a t e . In f a c t , o f the t h r e e p r i n c i p a l t y p e s o r r e s p e c t s 

o f s i m i l a r i t y i d e n t i f i e d a b o v e , each c o u l d be r e p r e s e n t e d i n 

deep s t r u c t u r e as h a v i n g i t s own u n i q u e head n o u n : E v e n t , 

M a n n e r , and P r o p e r t y . M o r e o v e r , a s e n t e n c e l i k e John smokes 
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c i g a r s and the c a t smokes c i g a r s too ( o r John smokes c i g a r s . 

The c a t smokes c i g a r s t o o ) , even i f r e d u c e d to John and the 

c a t a re s i m i l a r i n t h a t they smoke c i g a r s , wou ld t y p i c a l l y 

be g i v e n a s t r u c t u r a l d e s c r i p t i o n w h i c h l e f t the r e s p e c t o f 

20 
s i m i l a r i t y u n s p e c i f i e d : 

T h u s , each of the t h r e e t y p e s above would be subsumed under 

a s i n g l e s t r u c t u r a l d e s c r i p t i o n . In t h i s r e g a r d , i t s h o u l d 

be n o t e d t h a t t h e r e i s a f u n d a m e n t a l d i f f e r e n c e between p h r a s a l 

a d v e r b i a l s and t h e examples of r e s p e c t c l a u s e s used to t h i s 

p o i n t , i n many w a y s , d e p e n d i n g on the a n a l y s i s one c h o o s e s , 

c o u l d be appended as an a d v e r b i a l to t h e VP d o m i n a t i n g s i m i 1 a r , 

d o i n g away e n t i r e l y w i t h the dummy marker J/T and i t s m a t r i x 

s e n t e n c e . 

P o s t a l ' s o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t what a re s i m i l a r a r e not 

e n t i t i e s but p r o p e r t i e s o f t h o s e e n t i t i e s , t o g e t h e r w i t h my 

arguments t h a t m a n n e r s , e v e n t s , and a c t i o n s may a l s o be 

s i m i l a r , l e a d s l o g i c a l l y to the c o n c l u s i o n t h a t the f o r m u l a 
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x and y a r e s i m i l a r i s s i m p l y the s u r f a c e form of a p r o p o s i 

t i o n i n v o l v i n g p r o p e r t i e s , e v e n t s , a c t i o n s , e t c . What appears 

to be a s u r f a c e a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e may i n f a c t be the f a c t o r e d 

p r e d i c a t e s o f two s e n t e n c e s , the N P ' s o f w h i c h h a v i n g been 

r a i s e d i n t o a main c l a u s e w i t h s i m i l a r . 

To meet t h i s d i f f i c u l t y , I have been s u g g e s t i n g an 

a n a l y s i s o f s i m i l a r i n t h a t S i n w h i c h s i m i l a r h o l d s not 

betweensehti . i tf l ies but between s e n t e n c e s , the s u b j e c t N P ' s o f 

w h i c h may be r a i s e d i n t o a s i n g l e e n t i t y s e n t e n c e on r e a c h i n g 

the s u r f a c e , i . e . : 

#S# 

NP VP 

John smokes c i g a r s c a t smokes c i g a r s 

Such a deep s t r u c t u r e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n p r e s e r v e s the g e n e r a l i 

z a t i o n t h a t not o n l y must the u n d e r l y i n g ( o r i m p l i c i t ) s i m i 

l a r i t y p r e d i c a t e be r e c o v e r e d , b u t t l t h e ' r e s p e c t o f s i m i l a r i t y 

( r e p r e s e n t e d here by head nouns) must be r e c o v e r e d as w e l l . 

T h u s , to r e t u r n to the f o u r t h s e c t i o n , c a s e s l i k e 

(11) be low come to have i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s l i k e t h o s e i n (12): 

I I ) a Max a n d P e t e a r e g r e a t b o w l e r s , w i t h s t e a d y 
n e r v e s . Max b u i l d s bombs a n d P e t e f l i e s 
m i s s i o n s o v e r T h a i l a n d . 
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b P e t e t u r n s h e r o n , b u t M a r t h a w i l l p r o b a b l y 
m a r r y M a x . Max b u i l d s b o m b s . P e t e f l i e s 
m i s s i o n s o v e r T h a i l a n d . 

I 2 ) a M a x ' s b u i l d i n g b o m b s i s s i m i l a r t o P e t e ' s 
f l y i n g m i s s i o n s o v e r T h a i l a n d i n t h a t b o t h 
a c t i v i t i e s r e q u i r e s t e a d y n e r v e s , 

b F l y i n g m i s s i o n s i s d i f f e r e n t f o r M a r t h a t h a n 
b u i l d i n g bombs i n t h a t i t i s ( s a f e r , b e t t e r 
p a y i n g , e t c . ) . 

As (12a) and (12b) show, context is needed for deciding which 

symmetric predicate (simi1ar or d i f fe rent ) is to be recovered, 

and for discovering or recovering the respect of s i m i l a r i t y 

or d i f fe rence . Of course, by recovery in these cases, I do 

not mean that ( l i b ) represents the surface structure of an 

underlying (12b) but only that (12b) is the i m p l i c i t s tate

ment by which a speaker could say Pete f l i e s missions over  

Thai 1 and acceptably in a context l i ke that of ( l i b ) . 

In Chapter 4 to fo l low, the discussion w i l l remain 

general ly on the subject of i m p l i c i t statements and the c r i 

ter ion of immediate context. There I show that symmetric 

predicates (excluding types (like met and married) do not 

designate the only re lat ions between sentences, and that re 

covery is not the only operation by which readers decide that 

sentences are connected and acceptable in context. 
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C h a p t e r 4 

RECOVERY, RECONSTRUCTION, AND INFERENCE 

The P l a c e of R e c o n s t r u c t i o n i n C o n j u n c t i o n Grammar 

In the p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s i t has been p o s s i b l e to 

move by a s t e p by s t e p p r o c e d u r e toward a t h e o r y o f s u f f i c i e n t 

adequacy to b l o c k u n a c c e p t a b l e s e n t e n c e p a i r s . B e g i n n i n g 

w i t h s y n t a c t i c w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s , w h i c h i s a p r e c o n d i t i o n f o r 

s e n t e n c e p a i r i n g , the d i s c u s s i o n has p r o c e e d e d i n terms of 

p r o g r e s s i v e l y s t r o n g e r c r i t e r i a and each s u c c e s s i v e c r i t e r i o n 

has been based on the i n a b i l i t y o f the p r e v i o u s c r i t e r i o n to 

b l o c k c e r t a i n c l a s s e s of s e n t e n c e p a i r a n o m a l y . T h u s , s y n t a x 

f a i l e d on s e m a n t i c and p r a g m a t i c g r o u n d s , c o m p o s i t i o n a l 

s e m a n t i c s f a i l e d on p r e s u p p o s i t i o n a l and d e d u c t i v e s e m a n t i c 

grounds ( t h e s e m a n t i c s o f the deduced i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n ) , 

and p r e s u p p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s f a i l e d on c o n t e x t u a l p r a g m a t i c 

g r o u n d s . C o n c e r n i n g c o n t e x t u a l p r a g m a t i c s , as I a rgued i n 

the f i f t h s e c t i o n o f C h a p t e r 3, t h i s c r i t e r i o n i s adequate 

f o r one r e s t r i c t e d c l a s s o f c o n j u n c t s . Where s e n t e n c e p a i r s 

a r e not d e v i a n t i n any of the r e s p e c t s i d e n t i f i e d t h u s f a r 
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( s y n t a x , c o m p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s , usage c o n v e n t i o n s , o r d e r i n g , 

e t c . ) , where such p a i r s p e r m i t the r e c o v e r y of an i m p l i c i t 

s t a t e m e n t c o n t a i n i n g a s y m m e t r i c p r e d i c a t e , and where the 

i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t i s a c c e p t a b l e i n immedia te c o n t e x t , the 

s e n t e n c e p a i r w i l l be a c c e p t a b l e . 

I t s h o u l d b e n n o t i c e d t h a t as an i n t e r p r e t i v e 

o p e r a t i o n , r e c o v e r y (based as i t i s on c o n t e x t and p r e s u p p o 

s i t i o n ) i s r a d i c a l l y d i f f e r e n t f rom the i n t e r p r e t i v e i o p e r a 

t i o n s t h a t p r e c e d e d i t . These e a r l y o p e r a t i o n s , a t l e a s t 

p r i o r to the common t o p i c a c c o u n t , c o u l d be c l a s s i f i e d under 

the h e a d i n g of r e c o g n i t i o n , s i n c e n e i t h e r p r e s u p p o s i t i o n nor 

d e d u c t i o n were r e q u i r e d f o r them. A l s o d i s t i n c t f r o m r e c o v e r y , 

and to be d i s c u s s e d i n t h i s c h a p t e r , a r e t h o s e o p e r a t i o n s 

t h a t draw i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t s f rom c o n j u n c t p a i r s where no 

s i m i l a r i t y p r e d i c a t e i s i n v o l v e d . As t h e s e o p e r a t i o n s do 

not i n v o l v e r e c o v e r y , I c l a s s them under the h e a d i n g of r e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n and t h e y i n c l u d e i n f e r e n c e , r e a c h i n g consequence 

r e l a t i o n s , and ad hoc d e d u c t i o n s . T h u s , I a rgue t h a t a b i l i t i e s 

beyond the mere r e c o g n i t i o n and r e c o v e r y o f i n t e r n a l s y n t a c t i c , 

s e m a n t i c , and p r a g m a t i c f a c t s a r e n e c e s s a r y f o r r e a d e r s to 

d e c i d e a c c e p t a b i l i t y f o r many c o n j u n c t s and s e n t e n c e p a i r s . 

N o t i c e t h a t l a t e i n C h a p t e r 3 a d i s t i n c t i o n was 

made between d e d u c i n g an i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n f rom i n t e r n a l p r e 

s u p p o s i t i o n s and d e d u c i n g what i s an i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t f r o m 

c o n t e x t u a l p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s . T h i s d i s t i n c t i o n r e l i e d on the 
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d i f f e r e n c e between p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s w h i c h are c a r r i e d by an 

u t t e r a n c e , and p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s w h i c h are a p p l i e d i n the i n t e r 

p r e t a t i o n o f an u t t e r a n c e i n e x a c t l y the same way e x t e r n a l o r 

c o n t e x t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n i s a p p l i e d : 

l ) a A s y o u c a n i m a g i n e , t h e d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n 
He n r y ' s ... income a n d J o h n ' s i n c o m e i s g r e a t . 
H e n r y s e l l s c a s k e t s a n d J o h n d i g s g r a v e s , 

b N e i t h e r H e n r y o r J o h n h a v e w h a t y o u c o u l d 
c a l l p l e a s a n t j o b s . H e n r y s e l l s c a s k e t s 
a n d J o h n d i g s g r a v e s , 

c I f y o u w a n t t o know a b o u t p r i c e s , d o n ' t 
b o t h e r a s k i n g J o h n . H e n r y s e l I s c a s k e t s 
a n d J o h n d i g s g r a v e s . 

For b o t h ( l a ) and ( l b ) an u n d e r l y i n g s y m m e t r i c p r e d i c a t e i s 

i n d i c a t e d by c o n t e x t : d i f f e r e n t f o r ( l a ) and s i m i 1 a r f o r ( l b ) 

In ( l c ) , where the second s e n t e n c e e x p l a i n s or g i v e s i n f o r 

m a t i o n i n e x p l a n a t i o n of the a n t e c e d e n t c l a i m , n e i t h e r sym= 

m e t r i c p r e d i c a t e i s c a l l e d f o r . 

A l t h o u g h a l l t h r e e cases i n (1) seem to depend 

u n i q u e l y on c o n t e x t f o r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , t h e r e i s , i n f a c t , a 

c r u c i a l d i f f e r e n c e between the s y m m e t r i c c a s e s and ( c ) . In 

(a) and (b) Henry s e l l s c a s k e t s and John d i g s g r a v e s i s open 

to r e s t r u c t u r i n g as H e n r y ' s income i s d i f f e r e n t f r o m J o h n ' s  

income i n t h a t Henry s e l l s c a s k e t s and John d i g s g r a v e s and 

J o h n ' s j o b i s s i m i l a r to H e n r y ' s j o b i n t h a t n e i t h e r a re  

p l e a s a n t . Our u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f ( c ) , w h a t e v e r we may want to 

a s c r i b e to the r o l e o f e x p e c t a t i o n s about the w o r l d o r c o n 

d i t i o n a l s , may not be e x p r e s s e d i n a way s i m i l a r to (a) and 
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( b ) . R a t h e r , the s p e a k e r here i n t e n d s to convey s o m e t h i n g 

s t r u c t u r a l l y d i s s i m i l a r to ( c ) , l i k e : Ask Henry about the  

p r i c e s . I n d i r e c t s t a t e m e n t s l i k e t h i s a re c o n t i n g e n t on the 

r e a d e r / h e a r e r ' s knowledge of the w o r l d and a b i l i t y to 

h y p o t h e s i z e . H e r e , the r e a d e r / h e a r e r must know t h a t t h o s e 

who s e l l p r o d u c t s b e s t know t h e i r p r i c e s , must e x p e c t t h a t the 

s p e a k e r b e l i e v e s him to want to know about the p r i c e s of 

c a s k e t s , and must h y p o t h e s i z e t h a t " I f Henry s e l l s the p r o d u c t , 

then he i s the p r o p e r p e r s o n to ask about the p r i c e s . " 

M o r e o v e r , no s t r i c t l i n e o f d i s t i n c t i o n between r e 

c o v e r y and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n can be d r a w n , f o r even i n the (a) 

and (b) c a s e s , the cases i n w h i c h , o s t e n s i b l y , o n l y r e c o v e r y 

o f d e l e t e d s t r u c t u r e i s c a l l e d f o r , c o n t e x t and o u t s i d e know

l e d g e are s t i l l needed f o r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . For ( l a ) we need 

to know t h a t s e l l i n g j o b s commonly pay b e t t e r t h a n d i g g i n g 

j o b s and f o r ( l b ) we need to know o f t aboos about the " u n 

p l e a s a n t n e s s " o f d e a t h . In a s e n s e , the s p e c t r u m from r e c o v e r y 

t o r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s one of d e c r e a s i n g p u b l i c k n o w l e d g e ; i n 

moving t o w a r d r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , a r e a d e r seems to move away 

f rom knowledge s t r i c t l y o f the l a n g u a g e toward knowledge of 

the w o r l d and u l t i m a t e l y , t towand p e r s o n a l knowledge and 

i m m e d i a t e s o u r c e s . In t h i s r e g a r d , d e i c t i c terms l i k e here 

and t h e r e depend on u n i q u e l y p e r s o n a l knowledge o f the u t t e r 

ance s i t u a t i o n . L i k e w i s e , use o f p r o p e r nouns i n s e n t e n c e s 

w i l l o f t e n r e q u i r e p e r s o n a l k n o w l e d g e , a l t h o u g h i n cases l i k e 
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Queen El izabeth such knowledge would count as one's knowledge 

of the world. On the other hand, our understanding of common 

nouns, and even conventions of usage count as part of our 

knowledge of the language and not information that we might 

have to look up. 

Although recovery is a necessary c o r o l l a r y to many 

grammatical operat ions , including anaphora, pronominal izat ion, 

and delet ions of d i f f e r e n t kinds (thus i t is necessary for 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of sentence pairs where these operations have 

occurred) , in no case is i t independently s u f f i c i e n t to 

es tabl ish a c c e p t a b i l i t y : 

2 ) a H i s p r i z e h a s j u s t a r r i v e d a n d i t i s a g o o d o n e . 
b ? * H i s p r i z e h a s j u s t a r r i v e d a n d G r a n n y j u s t 

t h r e w o n e i n t o t h e d i s p o s a l . 

3 ) a H e r p r i z e f l o w e r h a s j u s t b l o o m e d a n d i t i s 
a g o o d o n e . 

b ? * H e r p r i z e f l o w e r h a s j u s t b l o o m e d a n d we s aw 
o n e i n t h e b a r b e r s h o p . 

4) a B e t t y d r i v e s a t r u c k a n d s o d o e s J o h n . 
b ? * B e t t y j u s t h a d a c h i l d a n d s o d i d J o h n . 

5) a J o h n d r i v e s a h e a r s e a n d B i l l d i g s g r a v e s . 
b ? * A n d y r a i s e s p o o d l e s . My f r e n c h m a i d j u s t q u i t . 

6 ) a H a n k ' s w i f e i s p r e g n a n t a n d he i s a n o t h e r 
W . C . F i e l d s . 2 

b ? * H a r r y i s an a r s o n i s t a n d we s a w B u s t e r 
C r a b b e o n c e . 

Examples (2) through (6) are, r e s p e c t i v e l y , cases of anaphoric 

pronominal izat ion, anaphoric recovery (bloomed becomes bloom), 
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l e x i c a l i d e n t i t y , l e x i c a l l o o k - u p , and p r a g m a t i c l o o k - u p . 

A l t h o u g h i n each case r e c o v e r y i s p o s s i b l e , i n no case can i t 

r e s u l t i n u t t e r a n c e a c c e p t a b i l i t y . For e x a m p l e , t h e f a c t 

t h a t W . C . F i e l d s was a c e l e b r i t y can be r e c o v e r e d t h r o u g h 

p r a g m a t i c l o o k - u p , but i t i s o n l y the f a c t t h a t he d i s l i k e d 

c h i l d r e n t h a t i s e s s e n t i a l f o r (6a). 

I t s h o u l d be n o t i c e d t h a t the p r a g m a t i c c o n s t r a i n t s 

on a c c e p t a b i l i t y a r e s t r o n g e r f o r c o n j u n c t i o n t h a n f o r o t h e r 

s t r u c t u r e s , l i k e q u e s t i o n s and r e p l i e s . For e x a m p l e , L a b o v ' s 

Q: A r e you g o i n g to work tomorrow? R: I 'm on j u r y d u t y 

shows t h a t l e x i c a l and p r a g m a t i c l o o k - u p a r e o f t e n s u f f i c i e n t 
3 

to e s t a b l i s h r e a s o n a b l e a n s w e r s . I f d u t y i s marked i n the 

l e x i c o n f o r " o b l i g a t i o n , " and to work i s i n t e r p r e t e d as where 

the q u e s t i o n e d p e r s o n i s to g o , then j u r y becomes a " r e a s o n a b l e " 

a l t e r n a t i v e i n t h a t the i n d i v i d u a l i s o b l i g e d to go t h e r e 

i n s t e a d of to w o r k . H o w e v e r , i f to work i s a l s o marked w i t h 

" o b l i g a t i o n , " i n the sense t h a t one i s u s u a l l y o b l i g e d to g o , 

then j ury must be i n t e r p r e t e d p r a g m a t i c a l l y as a form of 

s o c i e t a l o b l i g a t i o n h i g h e r t h a n t h a t o f w o r k . Forms o f i n 

t e r n a l r e c o v e r y , s y n t a c t i c , s e m a n t i c , or p r a g m a t i c , a re never 

s u f f i c i e n t to e s t a b l i s h c o n t e x t u a l a c c e p t a b i l i t y f o r c o n j u n c t s , 

f o r u n i q u e l y c o n t e x t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n :i s a l w a y s ' n e e d e d f f o r i n 

t e r p r e t i n g them. 

T h u s , t h i s c h a p t e r does not p r o c e e d to a d d i t i o n a l 

c r i t e r i a f o r c o n j u n c t i o n a n o m a l y , but b e g i n s to e x p l o r e the 
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r o l e o f i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t i n c o n j u n c t or s e n t e n c e - p a i r i n 

t e r p r e t a t i o n . The i n t e r e s t here i s i n a r e a d e r ' s a b i l i t y to 

d e t e r m i n e t h a t s e n t e n c e s a r e c o n n e c t e d f o r c o n t e x t ; the i n t e r -

p r e t d v e v e o p e r a t i o n s t h a t f i g u r e i n a c c e p t a b i l i t y d e c i s i o n s 

n e c e s s a r i l y f i g u r e i n u n a c c e p t a b i 1 i t y d e c i s i o n s as w e l l . 

The P l a c e o f I n f e r e n c e i n I n t e r p r e t i n g S u c c e s s i v e S e n t e n c e s 

As I s h a l l argue s u b s e q u e n t l y , what i s o r d i n a r i l y 

t a k e n to be a m a t t e r o f i n f e r e n c e i s i n many c o n t e x t s a m a t t e r 

o f d e d u c t i o n . T h e r e f o r e , the e a r l y t r e a t m e n t o f i n f e r e n t i a l 

c o n j u n c t i o n here s h o u l d be t a k e n not p r i n c i p a l l y as an a c c o u n t 

o f how l a n g u a g e u s e r s i n t e r p r e t a l l c o n j u n c t s , but r a t h e r as 

m a t e r i a l g i v e n to d e m o n s t r a t e the d i f f e r e n c e between such 

c o n j u n c t i o n and s y m m e t r i c or s i m i l a r i t y c o n j u n c t i o n . The 

term i n f e r e n c e may be used to c o v e r a wide range of l a n g u a g e 

b e h a v i o r , f rom p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s to p o e t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , and 

the d i s t i n c t i o n between i t and i m p ! i c a t i o n i s d i f f i c u l t to 
4 

a p p l y i n many c a s e s . G e i s and Z w i c k y use i n f e r e n c e where 
5 

G r i c e mmaghtuuseiriimpl n 'Gatd 'on . S i n c e a c o n s i s t e n t b i a s t h r o u g h 

o u t t h i s work has been to t a k e the p o i n t o f v i e w of the 

a u d i e n c e , and i n f e r e n c e e x p r e s s e s b e h a v i o r by the a u d i e n c e , 

t h i s te rm w i l l be u s e d , w i t h r e s e r v a t i o n s . O t h e r w i s e , the 

phenomenon i s l i t t l e u n d e r s t o o d and s t u d i e s on t h i s s u b j e c t 

a r e o n l y now i n p r o g r e s s ; ^ n e v e r t h e l e s s , the a s s e r t e d c o n t e n t 
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o r s t a t e m e n t made by an u t t e r a n c e i s r a r e l y a l l the s p e a k e r 

i n t e n d s an a u d i e n c e to u n d e r s t a n d by i t . A t h e o r y o f d i s 

c o u r s e must t h e r e f o r e a c c o u n t f o r the a u d i e n c e ' s a b i l i t y to 

p r o p e r l y i n t e r p r e t u t t e r a n c e s a p a r t f rom what t h e y a s s e r t . 

I n f e r e n t i a l c o n j u n c t i o n o c c u r s when two c o n j o i n e d 

cd.auses a r e such t h a t t h e y i n v i t e the auddience to i n f e r a 

t h i r d , or a d d i t i o n a l , c l a u s e . As i n the case of i n d i r e c t 

s p e e c h - a c t i o n (a k i n g u t t e r s I t ' s c o l d i n h e r e , but means 

You a r e commanded to c l o s e the window) s p e a k e r s have the 

o p t i o n of making t h e i r i n t e n t i o n s e x p l i c i t , o r , by u t t e r i n g 

s e n t e n c e s w h i c h w i t h c o n t e x t l e a d the h e a r e r to i n f e r the 

i n t e n d e d m a t e r i a l , o f l e a v i n g t h e i r i n t e n t i o n s i m p l i c i t . 

C o n j u n c t i o n r e q u i r i n g i n f e r e n c e i s such a case of i n d i r e c t 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n , r e l y i n g on the a b i l i t y o f t h e h e a r e r to r e 

c o n s t r u c t f rom c o n t e x t . 

The c r u c i a l d i f f e r e n c e between s y m m e t r i c c o n j u n c t i o n 

and i n f e r e n t i a l c o n j u n c t i o n c o r r e s p o n d s to the d i f f e r e n c e 

between c o n t e x t u a l r e c o v e r y and c o n t e x t u a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

In the case of c o n j u n c t i o n r e d u c t i o n , as i n the case o f s y n 

t a c t i c d e l e t i o n i n g e n e r a l , any d e l e t e d m a t e r i a l i s r e c o v e r 

a b l e . In the case o f i n f e r e n c e c o n j u n c t i o n , h o w e v e r , o n l y 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s p o s s i b l e , s i n c e the i n f e r r e d m a t e r i a l i s 

not s t r i c t l y a p a r t o f any s t r u c t u r a l d e s c r i p t i o n of e i t h e r 

c l a u s e . C o n s e q u e n t l y , the i s s u e f o r s y m m e t r i c ( s i m i l a r i t y ) 

c o n j u n c t i o n i s s u p e r f i c i a l l y u n c l e a r . On the one h a n d , one 
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m i g h t want to say t h a t f rom our u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the c o n j u n c t s 

we " i n f e r " t h a t a s i m i l a r i t y r e l a t i o n must h o l d . T h e r e b y , 

s i n c e d e d u c t i o n and knowledge o f the w o r l d i s i n v o l v e d , the 

o p e r a t i o n must be one o f r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t r a n s 

f o r m a t i o n a l t h e o r y i s s u f f i c i e n t l y p o w e r f u l to d e a l w i t h 

d e l e t i o n of a deep p r e d i c a t e f o l l o w e d by s u p p l e t i o n by a n d , 

where c o n v e n t i o n s o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n are such t h a t an a u d i e n c e 

w o u l d r e c o v e r the p r e d i c a t e . In t h i s way the s u r f a c e s t r u c 

t u r e o f a s i m i l a r i t y c o n j u n c t i o n , where i t i s marked o n l y by 

a n d , can be s a i d to e x i s t i n a d e l e t i o n and p a r a p h r a s e r e l a 

t i o n s h i p to the e x p l i c i t form o r remote s t r u c t u r e c o n t a i n i n g 

the s y m m e t r i c p r e d i c a t e . In f a c t , s y m m e t r i c c o n j u n c t i o n h o l d s 

a median p o s i t i o n between r e c o n s t r u c t i o n and r e c o v e r y , as t h e 

a u d i e n c e must r e l y on c o n t e x t to r e c o v e r w h i c h of s e v e r a l 

p o s s i b l e u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e s i s meant . N o t i c e t h a t e i t h e r 

(b) o r : (c ) be low c o u l d appear on the s u r f a c e as ( a ) : 

l ) a J o h n d r i v e s a h e a r s e . B i l l d i g s g r a v e s , 
b J o h n i s s i m i l a r t o B i l l i n t h a t o n e d r i v e s 

a h e a r s e a n d t h e o t h e r d i g s g r a v e s , 
c J o h n ' s d r i v i n g a h e a r s e i s s i m i l a r t o B i l l ' s 

d i g g i n g g r a v e s i n t h a t b o t h a r e i n v o l v e d i n 
i n t e r m e n t . 

F o l l o w i n g the i s s u e of c o n t e x t i n i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , I now t u r n 

d i r e c t l y to i n f e r e n c e c o n j u n c t i o n , w h i c h i s w e l l w i t h i n the 

domain o f r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

As I a r g u e d i n the f i r s t s e c t i o n a b o v e , r e c o g n i 

t i o n and even r e c o v e r y , a l t h o u g h f i g u r i n g i n i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
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and n e c e s s a r y o p e r a t i o n s i n t h e m s e l v e s , a re not s u f f i c i e n t 

to g u a r a n t e e c o n t e x t u a l a c c e p t a b i l i t y o r to r e a c h i m p l i c i t 

s t a t e m e n t s . T h u s , a l t h o u g h the c a s e s of i n f e r e n c e c o n j u n c 

t i o n below o f t e n c o n t a i n cases of p r o n o m i n a l i z a t i o n , t h i s 

f a c t a l o n e does not e n s u r e a c c e p t a b i l i t y : 

2) J o h n w a n t s s d i o m e e t t h e Q u e e n a n d I know h e r . 

3) I j u s t h a v e t o s e e t h e new b u i l d i n g a n d Ed 
i s g o i n g t o d r i v e by i t . 

4) T h e s e h a t s a r e j u s t o u t a n d y e t H e l e n c l a i m s 
s h e h a s o n e . 

5) We j u s t c h e c k e d t h e p r i n t s o n t h e w e a p o n . 
T h e y ' r e F r e d ' s . 

6 ) F r a n k h a t e s k i d s . H i s w i f e i s b a b y s i t t i n g 
t h r e e t o n i g h t . 

P l a c e d i n c o n t e x t , cases l i k e t h e s e depend u n i q u e l y on t h e i r 

a n t e c e d e n t m a t e r i a l f o r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n : 

7) a Y o u w a n t t o know why J o h n ' s b e e n b o t h e r i n g 
me a l 1 w e e k . ( J o h n w a n t s me t o i n t r o d u c e 
h i m t o t h e Q u e e n ' . ) 

b How do I know t h a t s h e w i l l w a i t a l i t t l e 
l o n g e r b e f o r e g r a n t i n g a n a u d i e n c e ? ( T h e 
Q u e e n w i l l c u n n i n g l y g e t t h e a d v a n t a g e i n 
t h e m e e t i n g . ) 

8) a I 'm s u r e we c a n g e t F r a n k t o j o i n us t o n i g h t . 
( F r a n k w i l l w a n t t o g e t a w a y f r o m , t h e k i d s . ) 

b D o n ' t y o u t h i n k we s h o u l d d r o p i n o n F r a n k 
a n d h i s w i f e t o n i g h t ? ( F r a n k may be 
d a n g e r o u s , a v i s i t w o u l d i m p r o v e t h e a t m o 
s p h e r e , e t c . ) 
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As (7) and (8) show, the i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t s of (2) t h r o u g h 

(6) depend on c o n t e x t ; i f a r e a d e r assumed an (a) i n t e r p r e t a 

t i o n i n a (b) c o n t e x t , he wou ld f i n d the c o n j u n c t i o n o r s e n 

t e n c e p a i r anomalous and u n a c c e p t a b l e . 

On the o t h e r hand (9) shows t h a t w h i l e common e l e m e n t s 

may appear i n i n f e r e n c e c o n j u n c t s , s i m i l a r i t y c o n j u n c t i o n i s 

not a t s t a k e : 

9) ? * J o h n a n d I a r e s i m i l a r i n t h a t he w a n t s t o 
b u y a new r u l e r a n d I h a v e o n e t o s e l l . 

No d e l e t i o n s or p a r a p h r a s e r e l a t i o n s c o u n t i n the r e c o n s t r u c 

t i o n of the i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t i n ( 2 ) . The mere f a c t t h a t 

b o t h c l a u s e s c o n t a i n the word r u l e r i s i n s u f f i c i e n t to e s t a b 

l i s h a common t o p i c of s i m i l a r i t y and a r e c o v e r y o p e r a t i o n 

w i l l p r o d u c e no i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t of s i m i l a r i t y . In a d d i t i o n , , 

the c l a u s e s l i k e t h o s e i n (2) a r e c o - r e l e v a n t p r e c i s e l y due 

to o u r a b i l i t y to b r i n g our knowledge and e x p e c t a t i o n s about 

t h e w o r l d to the u t t e r a n c e , and to i n f e r the i m p l i c i t s t a t e 

ment ( John c o u l d buy a r u l e r f rom me) f rom the two a s s e r t i o n s . 

N o t i c e t h a t each of the examples above i s an u t t e r a n c e w h i c h 

c o u l d be used to answer o r as an i n d i r e c t answer to the f o l l o w 

i n g s i n g l e c l a u s e q u e s t i o n s . 

10) Why do y o u t h i n k t h a t J o h n m i g h t b u y y o u r 
r u l e r ? 

11) Why a r e y o u i n t e r e s t e d i n f i n d i n g Ed ? 
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12) Why do you t h i n k t h a t H e l e n i s l y i n g a b o u t 
h e r h a t ? 

13) Why do you t h i n k t h a t F r e d i s t h e m u r d e r e r ? 

14) Why d o e s n ' t F r a n k want t o go home t o n i g h t ? 

N o t i c e too t h a t because (10) t h r o u g h (14) a re why q u e s t i o n s , or 

q u e s t i o n s t h a t c a l l f o r e x p l a n a t i o n s , t h e i r p o t e n t i a l a n s w e r s , 

( ( 2 ) t h r o u g h ( 6 ) ) , a r e more d i r e c t t h a n t h e y m i g h t a t f i r s t 

seem. For e x p l a n a t i o n s t y p i c a l l y i n v o l v e e i t h e r causes or 

r e a s o n s f o r b e l i e f (see C h a p t e r 5 ) , and (2) - (6) a r e n o t h i n g 

l e s s t h a n s u f f i c i e n t r e a s o n s f o r c e r t a i n b e l i e f s e x p r e s s e d by 

(10) - ( 1 4 ) . In the p a r t i c u l a r c a s e s of (11) and ( 1 4 ) , n o t i c e 

t h a t some s p e c i a l c o n t e x t needs to be assumed i n o r d e r to 

i n t e r p r e t t h e s e . However , what i s i m p o r t a n t here i s t h a t , 

f i r s t , t h i s s e t o f examples d i s t i n g u i s h e s a u n i q u e c l a s s o f 

c o n j u n c t i o n , a n d s e c o n d , t h a t G . L a k o f f ' s c l a i m t h a t c o n j u n c 

t i o n s w i l l be g r a m m a t i c a l r e l a t i v e to i n f o r m a t i o n and d e d u c 

t i o n does seem to a p p l y h e r e . 

Assuming t h a t (5) i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h i s t y p e of 

c o n j u n c t i o n , we would not e x p e c t to be c h a l l e n g e d i f we were 

to say t h a t t h i s u t t e r a n c e was an i n d i r e c t way of s t a t i n g a 

b e l i e f such t h a t Fred was the m u r d e r e r , g i v e n our knowledge 

o f c o n t e x t s i n w h i c h such an u t t e r a n c e may be u s e d . From the 

s p e a k e r ' s knowledge and g e n e r a l i n f o r m a t i o n i n c a s e s l i k e 
Q 

t h i s , L a k o f f m i g h t c o n t e n d , a l o n g w i t h Thomason, t h a t we 

s u p p l y an e x p e c t a t i o n about the w o r l d such t h a t , no e v i d e n c e 
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to the c o n t r a r y , the p e r s o n whose p r i n t s a re on a murder 

weapon i s the m u r d e r e r : "a b e l i e f on t h e p a r t o f the s p e a k e r 

t h a t , a c c o r d i n g to some g e n e r a l rule ' . ' some u t t e r a n c e s h o u l d 

e n t a i l some o t h e r u t t e r a n c e . G r a m m a t i c a l l y s p e a k i n g , the 

l a n g u a g e u s e r ' s knowledge o f the w o r l d has h i s t o r i c a l l y been 

an o b j e c t w h i c h many l i n g u i s t s t h o u g h t c o u l d never be d e s c r i b e d . 

E a r l y arguments a g a i n s t the i n c l u s i o n of s e m a n t i c s i n a grammar 

o f t e n r e s t e d on the a s s u m p t i o n t h a t such an i n c l u s i o n wou ld 

i n v o l v e the s p e a k e r ' s knowledge of the w o r l d . Thomason has 

i m p l i c i t l y q u e s t i o n e d t h i s a s s u m p t i o n by p o i n t i n g out t h a t 

w h a t e v e r p a s t e x p e r i ence two s p e a k e r s may have t h e y may c e r 

t a i n l y a r r i v e a t the same e x p e c t a t i o n about the w o r l d i n d e 

p e n d e n t l y . Such e x p e c t a t i o n s a r e n o t h i n g more f o r Thomason 
g 

t h a n g e n e r a l r u l e s , or p r a g m a t i c p o s t u l a t e s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , "no e v i d e n c e to the c o n t r a r y " i s an 

i m p o r t a n t p h r a s e here because the q u e s t i o n of what wou ld be 

e v i d e n c e to the c o n t r a r y i s e s s e n t i a l . (5), a c c o r d i n g to t h e 

s t r o n g e s t form of the e x p e c t a t i o n h y p o t h e s i s , w o u l d a l w a y s be 

u n d e r s t o o d i n terms o f the e x p e c t a t i o n i f p r i n t s a r e on t h e  

weapon, t h e y w i l l i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y be the m u r d e r e r ' s and 

few s p e a k e r s w i l l p r o c e s s t h i s s e n t e n c e or i n t e r p r e t i t 

w i t h o u t t a k i n g t h i s e x p e c t a t i o n i n t o a c c o u n t . However , i f 

we knew f rom p r i o r c o n t e x t t h a t F r e d was a c lumsy p o l i c e m a n 

who had p i c k e d up the weapon, t h e n t h i s w o u l d c o n s t i t u t e 

" e v i d e n c e to the c o n t r a r y . " Y e t , the q u e s t i o n must be asked 
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f o r t h i s example and e v e r y o t h e r such example t h a t when we 

a r e c o n t e x t u a l l y i n f o r m e d , does t h i s e x p e c t a t i o n a r i s e a t a l l ? 

A r e e x p e c t a t i o n s c o n t e x t - i n d e p e n d e n t and a r i s i n g i n e v e r y 

case o r a re e x p e c t a t i o n s c o n t e x t - d e p e n d e n t and a r i s i n g o n l y 

f rom the c o n t e x t ? Is " k n o w l e d g e to the c o n t r a r y " s i m p l y a 

m a t t e r o f normal c o n t e x t u a l i n s t r u c t i o n about how to t a k e 

c e r t a i n u t t e r a n c e s ? The answer:, to t h e s e k i n d s of q u e s t i o n s 

i s beyond the scope of t h i s w o r k , but s h o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d a t 

the l e v e l o f a t h e o r y o f s e m a n t i c s . I f we r e a d (5) i n the 

c o n t e x t i n w h i c h F r e d i s a p o l i c e m a n we may not c o n s i d e r (5) 

to be a s t a t e m e n t o f b e l i e f or a c h a r g e t h a t F r e d i s the m u r d e r e r 

a t a l 1 . 

Consequence R e l a t i o n s Between S u c c e s s i v e S e n t e n c e s 

W h i l e a s e n t e n c e grammar must a t t e m p t to d e s c r i b e 

a l l e x p l i c i t o r m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y marked s e n t e n c e r e l a t i o n s , 

l i k e £ 0 , a n d , h o w e v e r , t h u s , t h e r e f o r e , as a r e s u l t , e t c . , a 

d i s c o u r s e grammar must c o n f r o n t cases i n w h i c h such r e l a t i o n s 

are l e f t unmarked and i n e x p l i c i t . 

I ) a He f i n a l l y p r o m i s e d t o l e a v e . T h e y c a l l e d 
t h e d o g o f f . 

b He f i n a l l y p r o m i s e d t o l e a v e , s o t h e y c a l l e d 
t h e d o g o f f . 

c He f i n a l l y p r o m i s e d t o l e a v e . T h u s , t h e y 
c a l l e d t h e d o g o f f . 

d He f i n a l l y p r o m i s e d t o l e a v e . A s a c o n s e q u e n c e , 
t h e y c a l l e d t h e d o g o f f . 
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e He f i n a l l y p r o m i s e d t o l e a v e . T h e y t h e n 
c a l l e d t h e d o g o f f . 

( l a ) , a l t h o u g h i t c o u l d be t a k e n to be no more t h a n a s t a t e m e n t 

o f t e m p o r a l o r d e r o f e v e n t s , i s open as w e l l to an i n t e r p r e 

t a t i o n t h a t the dog was c a l l e d o f f as a consequence or a 

r e s u l t o f h i s p r o m i s i n g to l e a v e . C l e a r l y , c o n s i d e r a b l e know

l e d g e o f the w o r l d w i l l be n e c e s s a r y f o r a r e a d e r to c o v e r a l l 

such c a s e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f the r e a d e r i s unaware of such 

f a c t s as " p e o p l e have g u a r d d o g s . " N e v e r t h e l e s s , the c o n s e 

quence r e l a t i o n i s a ma jor o n e ; perhaps as many c o n t i n u i t y 

judgements a re made on the b a s i s o f t h i s r e l a t i o n as?.any o t h e r . 

Two s i g n i f i c a n t prob lems haunt the a n a l y s i s o f c o n 

sequence r e l a t i ons , f rom s e n t e n c e grammar and p e r f o r m a n c e t h e o r y . 

A t l e a s t i n the case of so c o n s t r u c t i o n s , i t w i l l be e s s e n t i a l 

to show t h a t such c o n s t r u c t i o n s are s e p a r a b l e i n d i s c o u r s e , 

s i n c e so^ c l a u s e s have been c o n s i d e r e d s u b o r d i n a t e . On the 

o t h e r l h a n d , r e l a t i o n s marked by thus , and t h e r e f o r e commonly 

have the f o r c e o f CONCLUDE. T h u s , t h e s e two t o p i c s w i l l be 

i n c l u d e d i n the the d i s c u s s i o n . 

N o t i c e t h a t f o r the p u r p o s e s o f t h i s s e c t i o n , " c o n 

s e q u e n c e " as a r e l a t i o n must be r e s t r i c t e d to i n d e p e n d e n t 

c l a u s e s . I t c o u l d a l s o be s a i d to a p p l y a d v e r b i a l l y i n r e 

s t r i c t i v e c l a u s e s w h i c h are not s e p a r a b l e i n d i s c o u r s e . O t h e r 

t h a n " c o n s e q u e n c e i s " t y p i c a l a d v e r b i a l u s a g e , and the o c c a 

s i o n s i n w h i c h i t appears between i n d e p e n d e n t c l a u s e s , i t a l s o 
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appears between s e n t e n c e s marked by s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s l i k e 

t h u s , t h e r e f o r e , h e n c e , s o , as a r e s u l t , e t c . F i n a l l y , i t 

appears i n the l a t e s t a g e s o f t e x t s , marked by d i s c o u r s e 

a d v e r b i a l s l i k e , i n c o n c l u s i o n , f i n a l l y , i n summary, e t c . 

Because i t s a p p l i c a t i o n s a r e many and the r e l a t i o n s h i p i s 

d i f f i c u l t to d e f i n e , I w i l l b r i e f l y o u t l i n e i t s p r i n c i p l e 

u s e s , p u r p o s e l y s t r e s s i n g the c o n s t r u c t i o n i n w h i c h £0 h o l d s 

between i n d e p e n d e n t c l a u s e s , as t h i s c o n s t r u c t i o n r e v e a l s 

much about the l a r g e r r e l a t i o n s . 

T a k i n g f i r s t the a d v e r b i a l sense o f the consequence 

r e l a t i o n , examples l i k e (2) and (3) a re t y p i c a l . 

2) I t w a s s o he c o u l d s w i m t h a t M i k e b r o u g h t 
h i s t r u n k s . 

3) M i k e b r o u g h t h i s t r u n k s s o he c o u l d sw. im. 

The examples c o n t a i n a d v e r b i a l s t h a t are r o u g h l y synonymous w i t h 

p u r p o s e a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s , u s u a l l y marked by f o r the p u r p o s e 

and i n o r d e r t o . However , t h e r e are i m p o r t a n t d i f f e r e n c e s . 

C o n s i d e r : 

4) M i k e ' s p u r p o s e i n b r i n g i n g h i s t r u n k s w w a s 
t o s w i m . 

5) M i k e b r o u g h t h i s t r u n k s i n o r d e r t o s w i m . 

T a k i n g (4) and (5) as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the p r e v i o u s examples 

(2) and ( 3 ) , w i t h the e x c e p t i o n t h a t t h e s e have the p u r p o s e 

a d v e r b i a l a c t u a l l y made e x p l i c i t , one can see t h a t c o u l d i s 
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removed f rom the l a s t e x a m p l e . Even i f (5.) was changed to 

M i k e b r o u g h t h i s t r u n k s i n o r d e r to be a b l e to s w i m , (3) w o u l d 

have to be changed to Mike b r o u g h t h i s t r u n k s so he wou ld be  

a b l e to swim. E i t h e r case shows the £ 0 t y p e s to t a k e a c o n 

d i t i o n a l would or c o u l d m a r k e r . The i m p o r t a n c e of t h i s c o n 

d i t i o n a l i z a t i on o f the so_ c l a u s e w i l l be made a p p a r e n t a f t e r 

a d i s c u s s i o n of the £ 0 c o n s t r u c t i o n between i n d e p e n d e n t c l a u s e s . 

I t can be seen t h a t , w i t h i n s e n t e n c e s , so_ c o n s t r u c 

t i o n s do not have the same c o n s t i t u e n t s t r u c t u r e as r e a s o n 

a d v e r b i a l s , a l t h o u g h they r e s e m b l e r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s c l o s e l y . 

S o , h o l d i n g between i n d e p e n d e n t c l a u s e s , marks consequences 

and r e s u l t s r a t h e r than r e a s o n s . 

6 ) J o h n w a s i n t o w n , s o he s t o p p e d b y . 

Here we c a n ' t m a i n t a i n , s e r i o u s l y , t h a t J o h n ' s r e a s o n f o r 

s t o p p i n g by was t h a t he was i n town (even though s p e a k e r s may 

o f f e r t h i s as an o n l y r e a s o n ) , but r a t h e r one must say t h a t 

t h i s s t o p p i n g by was a r e s u l t o f h i s b e i n g i n t o w n . To put 

the above p a r e n t h e t i c a l m a t e r i a l more a c c u r a t e l y , what the 

s p e a k e r says i s , " I was i n town so I s t o p p e d b y . " Even i n the 

case o f John s t o p p e d by because he was i n t o w n , we o n l y u n d e r 

s t a n d the r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l i n a r e s u l t s e n s e , as i f J o h n ' s 

s t o p p i n g by somehow r e s u l t e d from h i s b e i n g i n t o w n . 

More i m p o r t a n t l y , i n the case o f so_ c o n s t r u c t i o n s 

each i n d e p e n d e n t c l a u s e has i n d e p e n d e n t f o r c e , w h i c h p r o v i d e s 
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an i n t e r e s t i n g t e s t o f w h e t h e r a c o n s t r u c t i o n has an i n d e p e n 

dent c l a u s e . T . H . P e t e r s o n 1 0 makes an i n i t i a l a n a l y s i s o f 

c o n j u n c t i o n of i n d e p e n d e n t c l a u s e s , where each c l a u s e has 

s e p a r a t e f o r c e . He a n a l y z e s e x a c t l y such c l a u s e s i n M o o r e , 

a N i g e r - C o n g o l a n g u a g e , and p o i n t s o u t t h a t i n Moore b o t h 

i n d e p e n d e n t c l a u s e s must i n c l u d e and be marked by the d e c l a r a 

t i v e p e r f o r m a t i v e p a r t i c l e me, whereas i n s e n t e n c e s w i t h 

dependent c l a u s e s , o n l y the main or m a t r i x c l a u s e t a k e s a me. 

For E n g l i s h , a l t h o u g h he p o i n t s out t h a t t h e r e i s 

no such marker a v a i l a b l e as i n M o o r e , he n o t e s t h a t n e g a t i o n 

c a n n o t e x t e n d i n scope o v e r more than one s e n t e n c e w h i c h i s 

i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h a n o t h e r s e n t e n c e . To do s o , i t wou ld 

have to e x t e n d out o f the complement o f one c l a u s e , o v e r i t s 

u n d e r l y i n g p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b , and i n t o the n e x t c l a u s e . 

P e t e r s o n 1 1 a rgues t h a t t h e r e a re no such n e g a t a b l e p e r f o r m a 

t i v e s . As f a r as so_ c o n s t r u c t i o n s a r e c o n c e r n e d , the f i r s t 

c l a u s e i s u s u a l l y a s s e r t e d ( a l t h o u g h c l e a r l y t h i s i s not 

n e c e s s a r i l y the c a s e , as s e n t e n c e s l i k e I p r o m i s e to l e a v e ,  

so c a l l o f f y o u r dog are c e r t a i n l y a c c e p t a b l e ) and the second 

c l a u s e u s u a l l y has the f o r c e o f CONCLUDE. 

I f a grammar of c o n j u n c t i o n i s to be equal to the 

t a s k of a c c o u n t i n g f o r r e l a t i o n s between s e n t e n c e s , then i t 

w i l l have to a c c o u n t f o r consequence r e l a t i o n s . I show below 

t h a t s e n t e n c e s w i t h two i n d e p e n d e n t c l a u s e s and so_ h o l d i n g 

between them are not a d e q u a t e l y r e p r e s e n t a b l e i n a s e n t e n c e 

grammar ( t h e y are l i k e i n f e r e n c e c o n j u n c t i o n i n t h i s r e s p e c t ) 
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and argue f rom t h i s f a c t t h a t a grammar of s e n t e n t i a l c o n 

j u n c t i o n , d e p e n d i n g on s e n t e n c e grammar, c a n n o t h a n d l e such 

a r e l a t i o n . 

To b e g i n w i t h , a " n o " answer to (7) b e l o w , does 

not deny the f a c t i v i t y o f e i t h e r c l a u s e . I t d e n i e s o n l y t h e 

a s s e r t i o n t h a t t h e l a s t c l a u s e i s the r e a s o n , or a s u f f i c i e n t 

r e a s o n , f o r the e v e n t e x p r e s s e d by the f i r s t c l a u s e , i . e . , 

" N o , t h a t he was hungry i s not the r e a s o n t h a t he a t e the 

c a k e . " 

7) He a t e t h e c a k e b e c a u s e he was h u n g r y . 

8) He was h u n g r y , s o he a t e t h e c a k e . 

However , a " n o " r e s p o n s e to (8) does n o t a f f e c t o n l y the s £ 

o r consequence r e l a t i o n s h i p . S i n c e one c a n n o t say " * H e was 

not h u n g r y , so he a t e the c a k e , " e x c e p t i n u n u s u a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 

but o n l y "He was not hungry so he d i d n ' t ea t t h e c a k e , " d e n y 

i n g f a c t i v i t y f o r bo th c l a u s e s , i t can be seen- t h a t n e g a t i o n 

l e a v e s the S £ r e l a t i o n s h i p i n t a c t . T h i s means t h a t n e g a t i o n 

somehow o p e r a t e s below the SJD o p e r a t o r , whereas i n the r e a s o n 

a d v e r b i a l i t o p e r a t e s on t h e h i g h e s t s i m p l e x s e n t e n c e . 

(9) and (10) a re u n a c c e p t a b l e because i n b o t h cases 

the f i r s t c l a u s e c a n n o t e n t a i l the s e c o n d . Put i n o t h e r w o r d s , 

the second c l a u s e i s not c o n s i s t e n t w i t h e x p e c t a t i o n s p r o v i d e d 

by the f i r s t . 

9) * H e was n o t h u n g r y s o he a t e t h e c a k e . 
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10) *He was h u n g r y so he d i d n ' t e a t t h e c a k e . 

11) He was n o t h u n g r y so he d i d n ' t e a t t h e c a k e . 

However , s i n c e (11) i s a c c e p t a b l e , i t f o l l o w s t h a t the f i r s t 

c l a u s e , w h i c h has the f o r c e o f a s s e r t i o n , must i n some way 

depend on the p r e s e n c e o r a v a i l a b i l i t y o f a c o n d i t i o n a l l i k e : 

12) I f J o h n was h u n g r y , t h e n he w o u l d have 
e a t e n t h e c a k e . 

In t h i s way , so c o n s t r u c t i o n s s t a n d i n a c o n v e r s e r e l a t i o n to 

but c o n j u n c t i o n ; whereas f o r but t h e e x p e c t a t i o n i s d e n i e d , 

f o r so i t i s a f f i r m e d . (13) shows t h e s e f a c t s : 

13) I f t h e r e was a d r a f t , t h e n J o h n w o u l d s h u t 
t h e d o o r . 

a T h e r e was a d r a f t s_o J o h n s h u t t h e d o o r , 
b (ASSERT) T h e r e was a d r a f t , / bu t J o h n d i d n ' t 

s h u t t h e d o o r . 
/ H o w e v e r , Neve r t h e l e s s , e t c . 

J o h n d i d n ' t s h u t t h e d o o r . 

In t h i s w a y , s e n t e n c e s l i k e Marsha came home so B i l l shaped up 

seem to be a s s e r t i v e r e f l e x e s o f c o n d i t i o n a l s ; i . e . , f o r t h e 

e n t a i l m e n t r e l a t i o n to s u c c e e d , an u n d e r l y i n g c o n d i t i o n a l 

must be p o s i t e d . 

I t m i g h t be o b j e c t e d t h a t the f i r s t c l a u s e i s not 

a l w a y s u t t e r e d w i t h the f o r c e of a s s e r t i o n and t h i s wou ld 

i n v a l i d a t e the c l a i m of an u n d e r l y i n g c o n d i t i o n a l . For 

e x a m p l e , c o n s i d e r : 
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14) I 'm w a r n i n g you t h a t t h e i c e i s t h i n , so be 
c a r e f u l . 

? l ' m w a r n i n g you t h e i c e i s t h i n , so you m i g h t 
b r e a k t h r o u g h . 

I 5 ) a I b e l i e v e d t h a t J o h n knew t h a t we were a f t e r 
h im b e c a u s e he t r i e d t o e s c a p e , 

b ? * l b e l i e v e d t h a t J o h n knew t h a t we were a f t e r 
h im b e c a u s e I' t o l d t h e o f f i c e r t o p i c k him 
up i m m e d i a t e l y . 

I 6 ) a ? * l b e l i e v e d t h a t J o h n knew t h a t we we re a f t e r 
h i m , so he t r i e d t o e s c a p e , 

b I b e l i e v e d t h a t J o h n knew t h a t we we re a f t e r 
h i m , so I t o l d t h e o f f i c e r t o p i c k him up 
i mmed i a t e I y . 

In c a s e s l i k e (14) and (16) r e s p e c t i v e l y , where the 

f i r s t c l a u s e i s not g i v e n the f o r c e o f a s s e r t i o n and i s n o n -

f a c t i v e , t h e r e are prob lems of s c o p e . As shown i n c o m p a r i s o n 

w i t h the r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l e x a m p l e , i n t h e s e cases the so 

c l a u s e must not e x p r e s s the c o n s e q u e n t o f a c l a u s e s u b o r d i n a t e 

to I b e l i e v e o r I w a r n , but must be the c o n s e q u e n t to the 

e n t i r e s t r u c t u r e b e f o r e i t . T h i s i n no way i n v a l i d a t e s the 

c l a i m f o r an u n d e r l y i n g c o n d i t i o n a l as i t would be r e a s o n a b l e 

to t e l l the o f f i c e r to p i c k John up i m m e d i a t e l y i f we t h o u g h t 

t h a t he knew t h a t we were a f t e r h i m . 

A l i c e D a v i s o n ' s w e l 1 - r e a s o n e d p r o p o s a l t h a t S i , so 

S 2 c o n s t r u c t s a r e d e r i v e d f rom an u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e w i t h 
1 2 

IF as a t w o - p l a c e p r e d i c a t e , would seem to be an a t t e m p t to 

i n c o r p o r a t e the r e q u i s i t e c o n d i t i o n a l and a s s e r t e d f i r s t 

c l a u s e t o g e t h e r i n t o one u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e . 
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Moving to the l a r g e r and more i n c l u s i v e o c c a s i o n s 

of the consequence r e l a t i o n , or t h a t w h i c h h o l d s between 

s e n t e n c e s , the f o l l o w i n g a r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e c a s e s : 

18) U n l e s s t h e s e c o n s t r a i n t s c a n be f o r m u l a t e d and 
shown t o f o l l o w f r o m i n d e p e n d e n t p r i n c i p l e s , 
t h e p r o p o s a l t o t r e a t g e n e r i c s &S3 h i g h e r 
v e r b s has no m o t i v a t i o n o t h e r t h a n t h e f a c t s 
o f ( 1 4 - 1 7 ) and a c e r t a i n v ague n o t i o n o f 
l o g i c a l s i m i l a r i t y . H e n c e , t h e E q u i - N P 
a r g u m e n t f o r q u a n t i f i e r s as h i g h e r v e r b s i s 
h a r d l y s u p p o r t e d by t h e c l a i m t h a t G e n e r i c 
i s a h i g h e r v e r b . 

( J a c k e n d o f f , "On Some Q u e s t i o n a b l e 
Arguments about Q u a n t i f i e r s and 
N e g a t i o n . " ) 

19) J o h n f o l l o w e d me home. T h u s , he mus t have 
s u s p e c t e d t h a t I was t h e t h i e f . 

(18) and (19) e x e m p l i f y the f o r c e o f c o n c l u s i o n f o r u t t e r 

ances w h i c h e x i s t i n consequence r e l a t i o n s to the m a t e r i a l 

t h a t has a p p e a r e d b e f o r e t h e n . O f t e n , the s e n t e n c e marked 

by h e n c e , t h u s , s o , t h e r e f o r e , e t c . w i l l c o n s t i t u t e the l a s t 

l i n e o f an u n d e r l y i n g p r o o f . O f t e n arguments t a k e the form 
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o f some a s s e r t i o n w h i c h i s f o l l o w e d by a s e r i e s o f arguments 

o r r e a s o n s f o r b e l i e v i n g the a s s e r t i o n t r u e , and the c l a i m i s 

r e p e a t e d a t the end o f the a r g u m e n t , p r e c e d e d by a c o n s e 

quence m a r k e r . 

20) T h i s i s a p e r m a n e n t b o o k . O u r p a p e r i s 
o p a q u e ; i t w i l l n o t d i s c o l o r o r b e c o m e 
b r i t t l e w i t h a g e . P a g e s a r e s e w n i n s i g 
n a t u r e s , a n d t h e b i n d i n g w i l l n o t c r a c k 
o r s p l i t . T h u s , t h i s i s a p e r m a n e n t b o o k . 

In t h i s way , t h u s , t h e r e f o r e , and hence s e r v e as f o r c e showing 

d e v i c e s f o r CONCLUDE and o c c a s i o n a l l y REASSERT. 

C o n j u n c t i o n and I n v i t e d I n f e r e n c e 

The m a t e r i a l i n the p r e c e d i n g s e c t i o n s o f t h i s c h a p t 

has r a i s e d c e r t a i n f u n d a m e n t a l q u e s t i o n s , b o t h of method and 

of m a t e r i a l . I t i s o b s e r v a b l y t r u e t h a t i n f e r e n c e s can be 

drawn a c r o s s d i s c o u r s e , based on s e n t e n c e s w h i c h a r e l o c a t e d 

f a r f rom one a n o t h e r i n a t e x t . The i n f e r e n c e o p e r a t i o n 

i d e n t i f i e d e a r l i e r , a l t h o u g h m a t e r i a l l y adequate f o r a c l a s s 

o f c o n j u n c t s (and s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s i f t h e s e c o n j u n c t s 

a r e s e p a r a t e d ) , i s a l s o adequate f o r r e l a t i o n s h a v i n g n o t h i n g 

to do w i t h s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s . S h o u l d i n f e r e n c e c o n j u n c t i o n 

t h e n , be c o n s i d e r e d a p a r t o f c o n j u n c t i o n t h e o r y , or a p a r t 

o f s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e a n a l y s i s e i t h e r ? S h o u l d i n f e r e n c e 

r e l a t i o n s q u a l i f y as s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e r e l a t i o n s i f t h e y are 
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not c o n f i n e d to s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s ? I f i n f e r e n c e i s t h u s 

c a l l e d i n t o q u e s t i o n , what i s the s t a t u s o f d i s c o u r s e i m p l i 

c a t i o n o r a u d i e n c e d e d u c t i o n f o r s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e a n a l y s i s ? 

G e i s and Z w i c k y have p o i n t e d out c o n v i n c i n g l y t h a t 

i n f e r e n c e i s by no means an i n c i d e n t a l phenomena i n l a n g u a g e 
1 3 

u s e . W h i l e i t may a p p l y on an a_d hoc b a s i s a c r o s s d i s c o u r s e , 

i t a l s o a p p l i e s i n the c a s e s of c o n d i t i o n a l s and t e m p o r a l 

a d j e c t i v e s w h i c h s u g g e s t c a u s a t i o n , e t c . : 
1) a I f y o u mow t h e l a w n , I ' l l g i v e y o u f i v e 

do I I a r s . 
b I f y o u d o n ' t mow t h e l a w n , I w o n ' t g i v e 

y o u f i v e d o l l a r s . 

2) a A f t e r a l a r g e m e a l , t h e y s l e p t s o u n d l y , 
b T h e i r l a r g e m e a l c a u s e d t h e m t o s l e e p 

s o u n d l y . 

3) a D o g s t h a t e a t O p l a a r e h e a l t h y , 
b D o g s t h a t a r e h e a l t h y e a t O p l a . 

The (a) cases i n (1) t h r o u g h (3) i n v i t e the i n f e r e n c e of the 

(b) c a s e s . 

N o t i c e t h a t the (a) c a s e s do not i m p l y t h e i r c o r 

r e l a t e s and to draw such i n f e r e n c e s as i n the (b) c a s e s i s , 

s t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , to i n d u l g e i n l o g i c a l l y f a l l a c i o u s r e a s o n 

i n g . For e x a m p l e , (2b) c o r r e s p o n d s to the " a f t e r t h e f a c t 

t h e r e f o r e because of the f a c t " f a l l a c y , and ( l b ) i s a m a t t e r 

of f a l l a c i o u s l y " a f f i r m i n g the c o n s e q u e n t . " In c a s e s l i k e 

( l a ) , i f the s u b j e c t d o e s n ' t mow the l a w n , he may s t i l l be 

g i v e n f i v e d o l l a r s f o r some o t h e r r e a s o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t 
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seems t h a t s e n t e n c e s of the t y p e x -> y i n v i t e f a l l a c i o u s 

i n f e r e n c e s o f the t y p e -x •> - y ; such f a l l a c i e s show the v a r i e t y 

o f usage p o s s i b l e i n n a t u r a l l a n g u a g e , as w e l l as r e v e a l 

knowledge on the p a r t o f l a n g u a g e u s e r s t h a t i n v i t e d i n f e r 

ence c o n s t r u c t i o n s are used w i t h f o r c e as w e l l as c o n t e n t i n 

m i n d . ( l a ) can be a w a r n i n g , a t h r e a t , a r e m i n d e r , a p r o m i s e , 

e t c . , and i t s p o s s i b l e c o r r e l a t e s depend on the f o r c e i t has 

o r i g i n a l l y ; e . g . , i f i t were a p r o m i s e , the a u d i e n c e would 

not f e e l i n v i t e d to i n f e r ( l a ) f rom i t . 

As G e i s and Z w i c k y c l a i m , " I n many c a s e s . . . t h e r e 

i s a q u a s i - r e g u l a r a s s o c i a t i o n between the l o g i c a l form of a 
1 4 

s e n t e n c e and the form o f t h e s i n f e r e n c e i t i n v i t e s . " However , 

e x p r e s s i n g the p r o b l e m i n t h i s way l e a v e s d i s t i n c t i o n s between 

what a re e x p e c t a t i o n s , p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s , and i n v i t e d i n f e r e n c e s 

undrawn and u n c l e a r . Is L a k o f f p r e s u p p o s i n g (as he s a y s ) " I f 

one i s a used c a r s a l e s m a n , then one i s a c r o o k , " f rom John  

s e l l s used c a r s and Pe te i s a c r o o k t o o , o r i n f e r r i n g i t ? 

A l t h o u g h a c o m p l e t e a n a l y s i s o f t h e s e prob lems i s beyond the 

scope of P a r t I , the q u e s t i o n s r a i s e d do r e q u i r e a t l e a s t a 

p r e l i m i n a r y d i s c u s s i o n . 

F i r s t , the v e r y q u e s t i o n of whether i n f e r e n c e r e l a 

t i o n s s h o u l d be i n c l u d e d i n a s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e a n a l y s i s 

must be d i s c u s s e d . A n d , a m a j o r d i s t i n c t i o n must be made 

between s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e i n f e r e n c e and c r o s s - s e n t e n t i a l 

i n f e r e n c e . C o n s i d e r the two t y p e s of c a s e s b e l o w : 
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4) J o h n i i s l o o k i n g f o r H e n r i . J a n e t i s 
c a l l i n g t h e p o l i c e . H e ' s i k n o w n t o be 
c a r r y i n g a s h o t g u n . 

5 )a J o h n i i s l o o k i n g f o r H e n r i . H e ' s i k n o w n 
t o be c a r r y i n g a s h o t g u n . B a c k a t h o m e , 
J a n e t i s c r y i n g . 

b J o h n i i s l o o k i n g f o r H e n r i . B a c k a t h o m e , 
J a n e t i s c r y i n g . H e ' s i k n o w n t o be c a r r y i n g 
a s h o t g u n . 

In ( 4 ) , an a u d i e n c e w i l l u n d e r s t a n d f rom the l a s t two s e n t e n c e s 

t h a t J a n e t b e l i e v e s t h a t s o m e t h i n g u n d e s i r a b l e i s g o i n g to 

happen and t h a t the p o l i c e may be a b l e to s t o p i t . These i n 

f e r e n c e s may be i n v i t e d from the l a s t two s e n t e n c e s but t h e y 

do not s u b s t a n t i a l l y c o n t r i b u t e to s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y . R a t h e r , J o h n ' s c a r r y i n g a s h o t g u n i s a r e a s o n 

f o r J a n e t to r e p o r t John to the p o l i c e and i s an e x p l a n a t i o n 

o f why she has c a l l e d the p o l i c e . T h u s , i n f e r e n c e , where 

o t h e r and s t r o n g e r r e l a t i o n s e x i s t , has low p r i o r i t y f o r 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y j u d g e m e n t s . 

J o h n i s l o o k i n g f o r H e n r i o r t h a t he i s c a r r y i n g a s h o t g u n 

i s i n d e p e n d e n t l y s u f f i c i e n t to w a r r a n t J a n e t ' s c r y i n g . How

e v e r , i n c o m b i n a t i o n , . t h e y i n v i t e the i n f e r e n c e t h a t John 

i n t e n d s to s h o o t H e n r i (no c o n t e x t u a l a d v i c e to t h e c o n t r a r y ) 

and t h i s j_s a r e a s o n f o r J a n e t ' s c r y i n g . I n f e r e n c e has h i g h 

p r i o r i t y i n t h i s c a s e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , f rom both (5a) and 

(5b) an a u d i e n c e can draw t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t John i n t e n d s 

N o t i c e , h o w e v e r , t h a t i n (5a) n e i t h e r the f a c t t h a t 
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to s h o o t H e n r i , s i n c e l o o k i n g f o r someone, b e i n g armed w i t h 

a s h o t g u n , and l e a v i n g o n e ' s w h e r e a b o u t s unknown i s b e h a v i o r 

t y p i c a l o f someone who i n t e n d s v i o l e n c e . B u t , i n ( 5 b ) , J o h n ' s 

c a r r y i n g a s h o t g u n i s o f f e r e d as a r e a s o n f o r J a n e t to be 

c r y i n g r a t h e r t h a n as m a t e r i a l i n v i t i n g the c o n c l u s i o n t h a t 

John i n t e n d s v i o l e n c e , a l t h o u g h i t does i n f a c t s e r v e i n t h i s 

second s e n s e . 

Two c o n c l u s i o n s s h o u l d be drawn from t h e s e c a s e s . 

F i r s t , t h e r e i s a q u e s t i o n of p r i o r i t y i n judgements of a c c e p t 

a b i l i t y . I t may be the case t h a t an answer to a why q u e s t i o n 

i n a d i s c o u r s e w i l l n a t u r a l l y be more r e l e v a n t o r o f h i g h e r 

p r i o r i t y t h a n an answer to a when or what o r where or how 

q u e s t i o n asked of an a n t e c e d e n t s e n t e n c e . I t may a l s o be 

the c a s e t h a t an i n f e r e n c e w i l l o n l y be i m p o r t a n t when no 

r e l a t i o n of h i g h e r p r i o r i t y i s a v a i l a b l e and o n l y the i n f e r 

ence i s s u f f i c i e n t to j u s t i f y some l a t e r f a c t . Where a s u b 

s e q u e n t s e n t e n c e o f f e r s m a t e r i a l f o r b o t h a h i g h and low 

p r i o r i t y r e l a t i o n , n a t u r a l l y the r e l a t i o n of h i g h e s t p r i o r i t y 

w o u l d c o n t r i b u t e most to the a c c e p t a b i l i t y d e c i s i o n . 

S e c o n d , i t i s o f t e n the case t h a t w h i l e r e a d i n g 

t h r o u g h a w e l l - f o r m e d d i s c o u r s e a l a n g u a g e u s e r w i l l d i s c o v e r 

what l o o k s l i k e a d i g r e s s i o n , o r what i s o t h e r w i s e u n r e n t 

a b l e to t h e a n t e c e d e n t m a t e r i a l . O f t e n t h e s e d i s p a r i t i e s 

(or a p p a r e n t d i s p a r i t i e s ! ) r e m a i n i n a r e a d e r ' s memory s t o r e 

and a r e r e s o l v e d as the r e a d e r d i s c o v e r s s u b s e q u e n t f a c t s . 
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T h e i r r e s o l u t i o n , and the r e a d e r ' s f i t t i n g the a p p a r e n t l y 

a b e r r a n t s e n t e n c e s back i n t o the d i s c o u r s e , i s based on c r o s s -

s e n t e n t i a l i n f e r e n c e . To a u t o m a t i c a l l y e x c l u d e c r o s s - s e n 

t e n t i a l i n f e r e n c e f rom an a n a l y s i s o f s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y judgements i s t o i g n o r e an i m p o r t a n t g e n e r a l i z a 

t i o n a b o u t l a n g u a g e p r o c e s s i n g i n g e n e r a l : l a n g u a g e u s e r s 

o f t e n p r o c e s s backwards a c r o s s d i s c o u r s e , a s u b j e c t to be 

h a n d l e d i n C h a p t e r 5. 

T u r n i n g f rom the t o p i c o f t h e p l a c e of i n f e r e n c e i n 

a s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e a n a l y s i s to t h e q u e s t i o n o f i n f e r e n c e 

i t s e l f , o r how t o d i s t i n g u i s h i n f e r e n c e f rom p r e s u p p o s i t i o n 

and e x p e c t a t i o n , e t c . , I w i l l d i s c u s s t h i s l a t e r q u e s t i o n o n l y 

f rom the p o i n t of v i e w of d i s c o u r s e . In terms o f the c o n 

j u n c t i o n o r s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e r e l a t i o n s c o n s i d e r e d i n t h i s 

w o r k , and o f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t i n c o n s t r u c t i n g a grammar to 

h a n d l e c o n j u n c t i o n , i t i s i m p o r t a n t to o b s e r v e t h a t whether 

we speak of s i m i l a r i t y c o n j u n c t i o n o r o f i n f e r e n c e c o n j u n c 

t i o n , use o f such u t t e r a n c e s i n c o n t e x t r e q u i r e s d e d u c t i o n 

r a t h e r t h a n i n f e r e n c e . G e i s and Z w i c k y ' s " i n v i t e to i n f e r " 

i s an i m p o r t a n t o b s e r v a t i o n , but l a c k s the c o n t e x t u a l p e r 

s p e c t i v e and t h e r e b y m i s s e s an i m p o r t a n t g e n e r a l i z a t i o n . 

Such u t t e r a n c e s as have been o f f e r e d as examples here must 

be r e l e v a n t to the c o n t e x t i n w h i c h t h e y o c c u r o r t h e y w i l l 

f a i l a c c e p t a b i l i t y i n s p i t e o f i n f e r e n c e . F o r " John b u i l d s 

bombs and Pe te f l i e s m i s s i o n s o v e r T h a i l a n d , " a c o n t e x t w h i c h 
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f i r s t i n t r o d u c e s the n o t i o n of c u l p a b i l i t y makes the d e d u c t i o n 

t h a t b o t h a r e i n v o l v e d i n the war e f f o r t > p o s s i b l e . C o n t e x -

t u a l l y i n f o r m e d or s p e c i f i e d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s a r e t y p i c a l l y 

m a t t e r s of d e d u c t i o n r a t h e r than i n f e r e n c e . 

G . L a k o f f has shown t h a t our u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f c e r t a i n 
15 

c o n j u n c t s can be d e s c r i b e d l o g i c a l l y . I d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n s 

f o r c o n j o i n e d s e n t e n c e s may be f o r m a l l y deduced from p r o o f s 

i n c l u d i n g b o t h e x p l i c i t a s s e r t i o n s and i m p l i c i t i n f o r m a t i o n 

( p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s , e t c . ) . T h i s i s not to c l a i m t h a t the r e a d e r / 

h e a r e r a c t u a l l y o r e m p i r i c a l l y deduces i n j u s t such a f o r m a l 

w a y , but o n l y to iiow t h a t g i v e n the amount o f i n f o r m a t i o n 

a s s e r t e d both i n the c o n j u n c t and i n i t s c o n t e x t , as w e l l as 

t h e p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s , e x p e c t a t i o n s , e t c . t h a t a r e p a r t o f the 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n as w e l l , an o p e r a t i o n as f o r m a l as d e d u c t i o n 

i s p o s s i b l e . In terms of c o n t e x t , the r e a d e r i s g i v e n much 

more i n s t r u c t i o n t h a t G e i s and Z w i c k y have a n t i c i p a t e d . 

T h u s , many a p p a r e n t cases of i n f e r e n c e a r e b e t t e r 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d as cases of d e d u c t i o n , and f o r d i s c o u r s e 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y judgements i n f e r e n c e w i l l be r e q u i r e d j u s t i n 

t h o s e c a s e s i n w h i c h no d e d u c t i o n i s p o s s i b l e . " I n f e r e n c e " 

c o n j u n c t i o n then may or may not i n v o l v e i n f e r e n c e , may or 

may not be l i m i t e d to s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s , and may o r may 

not c o n t r i b u t e s i g n i f i c a n t l y to a c c e p t a b i l i t y j u d g e m e n t s , 

d e p e n d i n g on r e l a t i o n s w i t h h i g h e r p r i o r i t i e s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

h o w e v e r , the b o r d e r l i n e between i n f e r e n c e and d e d u c t i o n i s 
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p l a c e d and w h a t e v e r p r i o r i t y i s a s s i g n e d to i n f e r e n c e c o n 

j u n c t i o n , the r o l e o f r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , w h i c h i n c l u d e s phenomena 

so v a r i e d as to i n c l u d e both i n f e r e n c e and d e d u c t i o n , i s a 

c e n t r a l o n e . 
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FOOTNOTES 

Examples s i m i l a r to (4) a p p e a r * i n G . W i l l i a m s , "The 
I n t e r n a l S t r u c t u r e o f A n t e c e d e n t s , " Papers from 
the Eighth Regional Meeting, C h i c a g o L i n g u i s t i c 
S o c i e t y ( 1 9 7 2 ) , p p . 3 7 9 - 8 7 . In p a r t i c u l a r , see 
p . 380 : 

i . * A s b e a u t i f u l as Tom t h i n k s Sandra 
i s , I d o n ' t t h i n k s o . 

i i . * W h i c h book d i d Tom b e l i e v e t h a t B i l l 
had c o l l a t e d and why d i d he t h i n k so? 

A l t h o u g h I am i n t e r e s t e d i n l o o k i n g a t r e c o v e r y h e r e , 
s t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , no r e c o v e r y i s p o s s i b l e i n t h e s e 
c a s e s . However , t h e s e examples do show t h a t r e c o v e r -
a b i l i t y , where n e e d e d , i s n e c e s s a r y f o r a c c e p t a b i l i t y . 

In ( 6 a ) , i f we f o l l o w the d i c t u m t h a t s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s 
w i l l be c o - r e l e v a n t , we may c o n s u l t s t o r e d knowledge 
and c o n c l u d e t h a t s i n c e W . C . F i e l d s never l i k e d 
dogs or c h i l d r e n ( e x c e p t w e l l - d o n e o n e s ) , H a n k ' s 
w i f e i s h a v i n g t r o u b l e w i t h Hank about the b a b y . 
For ( 6 b ) , a l t h o u g h we a r e t o l d t h a t H a r r y i s an 
a r s o n i s t and know from s t o r e d knowledge t h a t 
B u s t e r Crabbe i s a w a t e r a c t o r , no c o n c l u s i o n s 
s u g g e s t t h e m s e l v e s , and no i n f e r e n c e s f o l l o w f rom 
t h e s e f a c t s . 

W. L a b o v , " R u l e s f o r R i t u a l I n s u l t s , " Studies in Social 
Interaction, e d . D. Sudnow (New Y o r k , 1 9 7 2 ) , 
p . 1 2 2 f f . 

M . G e i s and A . Z w i c k y , "On I n v i t e d I n f e r e n c e s , " L i n g u i s t i c 
Inquiry I I , #4 ( F a l l , 1 9 7 1 ) , p p . 5 6 1 - 5 6 6 . 

H . P . G r i c e , "The L o g i c o f C o n v e r s a t i o n , " u n p u b l i s h e d 
m s . , 1968 . 
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These r e s e r v a t i o n s a r e made e x p l i c i t i n the s e c t i o n e n 
t i t l e d " C o n j u n c t i o n and I n v i t e d I n f e r e n c e . " 

As the d i s c u s s i o n of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n c o n t i n u e s , i t w i l l 
becomes c l e a r t h a t my a n a l y s i s i s i n f l u e n c e d by 
t h e work o f H . P . G r i c e . T h i s i n f l u e n c e i s by 
c h o i c e , as t h e r e a r e o t h e r or a l t e r n a t i v e p o s i t i o n s 
to be c o n s i d e r e d . For e x a m p l e , J o n a t h a n Cohen has 
o f f e r e d one i n t e r e s t i n g c o u n t e r - p r o p o s a l to the 
" c o n v e r s a t i o n a l i m p ! i c a t u r e s " p o s i t i o n s . 

G i v e n i( i *) eand i ( i i ) , by what means do we u n d e r s t a n d ( i i ) 
to i m p l y the c o n v e r s e o r d e r o f e v e n t s to ( i ) : 

i ) A r e p u b l i c has been d e c l a r e d and the o l d 
k i n g has d i e d of a h e a r t a t t a c k . 

i i ) The o l d k i n g has d i e d of a h e a r t a t t a c k 
and a r e p u b l i c has been d e c l a r e d . 

Cohen bases h i s a n a l y s i s on a s e m a n t i c t r e a t m e n t o f a n d : 

A c c o r d i n g to the C o n v e r s a t i o n a l i s t H y p o t h e s i s , 
w h i c h G r i c e f a v o r s , the meaning o r l i n g u i s t i c 
f u n c t i o n of ' a n d , 1 even i n [ i ] and [ i i ] , i s 
j u s t the same as t h a t o f the t r u t h - f u n c t i o n a l 
c o n s t a n t ' & ' and the i m p l i c a t i o n of t e m p o r a l 
sequence t h a t i s conveyed by u t t e r i n g [ i ] o r 
[ i i ] d e r i v e s f rom a p r e s u m p t i o n t h a t p e o p l e ' s 
d i s c o u r s e obeys the maxim "Be o r d e r l y ; ' 

A c c o r d i n g to the S e m a n t i c a l H y p o t h e s i s , h o w e v e r , 
the meaning or l i n g u i s t i c f u n c t i o n o f ' a n d , ' 
as a c l a u s e - c o n c a t e n a t i n g p a r t i c l e , i s r a t h e r 
r i c h e r t h a n t h a t o f the t r u t h - f u n c t i o n a l c o n 
s t a n t ' & . ' 

S i n c e a d i s c o u r s e grammar must a s s i g n r e l a t i o n s to s e p a r a t e 
s e n t e n c e p a i r s w i t h o u t the p a r t i c l e a_ncT f i g u r i n g i n the 
m a t e r i a l to be c o n s i d e r e d , i t s r i c h n e s s i s b e s i d e the 
p o i n t . O t h e r w i s e , o r d e r i n g c o n v e n t i o n s do e x i s t , a t 
l e a s t i n E n g l i s h , such t h a t a n t e c e d e n t e v e n t s a r e o r d e r e d 
f i r s t . O t h e r c o n v e n t i o n s of r e l e v a n c e and c o - o p e r a t i o n 
e x i s t , a l t h o u g h t h e s e a r e as y e t p o o r l y s p e c i f i e d , t h a t 
e n a b l e a r e a d e r to make sense of s e n t e n c e p a i r s , w h e t h e r 
c o n j o i n e d by and o r d n o t . - - 'Thus , f o r d i s c o u r s e grammar, 
the G r i c e a n p r o p o s a l seems b e t t e r m o t i v a t e d . L . 
J o n a t h a n C o h e n , "Some Remarks on G r i c e ' s Views a b o u t the 
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L o g i c a l P a r t i c l e s o f N a t u r a l L a n g u a g e , " Pragmatics of 
Natural Languages, e d . B a r - H i 11 e l , D o r d r e c h t , 1971 , p p . 

5 0 - 6 8 . The q u o t a t i o n s above a r e f o u n d on p . 5 5 . 

8 . See f o o t n o t e 2 , G . L a k o f f , "The Ro le o f D e d u c t i o n i n 
Grammar.,,!'. Studies -in..- L i n g u i s t i c Semantics ( e d . s ) 
F i l l m o r e and L a n g e n d o e n , New Y o r k , 1 9 7 1 , p . 66 . 

9 . Ibid., p . 4 8 . The p h r a s e " g e n e r a l r u l e " i s T h o m a s o n ' s . 

10 . See T . H . P e t e r s o n , "A Case f o r the D e c l a r a t i v e P e r f o r m a 
t i v e V e r b : Dependent and Independent C o n j u n c t i o n 
i n Moore and E n g l i s h , " Papers from the F i f t h 
Regional Meeting, C h i c a g o L i n g u i s t i c S o c i e t y , 
1969 , p p . 4 2 1 - 4 2 8 . 

1 1 . " T h a t the scope o f the n e g a t i v e can e x t e n d o v e r more than 
one s e n t e n c e i n dependent but not i n i n d e p e n d e n t 
c o n j u n c t i o n i s e x p l a i n e d by the f a c t t h a t a p e r f o r 
m a t i v e v e r b c a n n o t be n e g a t e d . " See P e t e r s o n , 
i b i d . , p . 426 . 

12 . A l i c e D a v i s o n , " C a u s a l A d v e r b s and P e r f o r m a t i v e V e r b s , " 
Papers from the Sixth Regional Meeting, C h i c a g o 
L i n g u i s t i c S o c i e t y , 1970 , p p . 1 9 8 - 9 9 . 

1 3 . G e i s and Z w i c k y , op. c i t . , p p . 5 6 1 - 5 6 2 . 

14 . Ibid., p . 563 . 

1 5 . G . L a k o f f , op c i t . , p . 6 3 f f . 



C h a p t e r 5 

THE EXTENDED CONTEXT CRITERION 

I n t e r p r e t i v e Prob lems A c r o s s D i s c o u r s e 

In Chapters 2 and 3 , p r i m a r y a t t e n t i o n was g i v e n to 

a n o m a l i e s o f s e n t e n c e s i n s u c c e s s i o n . Through a s t e p by 

s t e p d i s c o v e r y p r o c e d u r e , p r o g r e s s i v e l y s t r o n g e r c r i t e r i a were 

i n t r o d u c e d to i d e n t i f y t h o s e anomalous p a i r s l e f t u n b l o c k e d 

by the p r e v i o u s s t a g e s . The e v e n t u a l i n a d e q u a c y of i n t e r n a l 

c r i t e r i a l e d to t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n of e x t e r n a l o r p r a g m a t i c 

c r i t e r i a . For the p u r p o s e s o f a s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e t h e o r y , 

i t was n e c e s s a r y to show t h a t p r a g m a t i c c r i t e r i a f a l l i n t o 

two t y p e s : knowledge of the w o r l d and c o n s t r a i n t s imposed 

by i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t . Each c r i t e r i a e n t a i l e d i t s own i n t e r 

p r e t i v e p r o b l e m s . 

Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , the d i s c u s s i o n i n C h a p t e r 3 and 

4 c e n t e r e d on the i n t e r p r e t i v e problems o f i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t , 

a l t h o u g h t h e r e were i n f a c t knowledge of the w o r l d prob lems 

f o r b o t h r e c o v e r y and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . The n o t i o n o f " imme-

d i a t e e c o n t e x t " was r e s t r i c t e d , by a<nd l a r g e , to a n t e c e d e n t 
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s e n t e n c e s , o r i f an i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t was to be drawn be 

tween s u c c e s s i v e u t t e r a n c e s the n o t i o n e x t e n d e d to t h e i r 

a n t e c e d e n t s e n t e n c e . However , as the f o u r t h s e c t i o n of 

C h a p t e r 4 a r g u e d , the n o t i o n o f " i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t " does not 

a l w a y s d e s c r i b e the f a c t s o f d i s c o u r s e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . In 

f a c t , d i s c o u r s e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n prob lems may e x t e n d beyond 

immedia te c o n t e x t and a c r o s s d i s c o u r s e . A l t h o u g h the case 

made t h e r e c o n c e r n e d ad hoc d e d u c t i o n s , i t i s p o s s i b l e to 

make a more g e n e r a l case f o r i n c l u d i n g " e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t " 

among the c r i t e r i a a s u c c e s s f u l t h e o r y of d i s c o u r s e must 

r e f 1 e c t . 

In t h i s c h a p t e r a case i s made f o r c o n n e c t e d n e s s , 

a term w h i c h d e s c r i b e s the i n t u i t i o n the r e a d e r has when a 

s e n t e n c e p a i r i s not o n l y w e l l - f o r m e d and a c c e p t a b l e i n c o n 

t e x t , but i s d i s c o u r s e - c o n s i s t e n t as w e l l . C o n n e c t e d n e s s must 

be d e f i n e d i n terms more g e n e r a l than t h o s e f o r i m m e d i a t e 

c o n t e x t , or i n terms of d i s c o u r s e i n f o r m a t i o n and r e l e v a n c e 

to the s p e a k e r ' s l a r g e r i n t e n t i o n s . A l t h o u g h a f u l l d i s c u s s i o n 

o f the dependency of s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e r e l a t i o n s on b r o a d e r 

d i s c o u r s e o r g a n i z a t i o n w i l l f o l l o w i n C h a p t e r 7 , the f o l l o w i n g 

c h a p t e r i n i t i a t e s many o f the i s s u e s t h a t a re i n v o l v e d i n 

t h i s i i n t u i t i o n . 

In s h o r t , the n o t i o n o f " e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t " i n c l u d e s 

c o n t e x t u a l knowledge beyond t h a t w h i c h may be f o u n d i n an 

a n t e c e d e n t s e n t e n c e . Such knowledge i s e s s e n t i a l f o r 
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a c c u r a t e l y i n t e r p r e t i n g o t h e r w i s e ambiguous s e n t e n c e s i n 

c o n t e x t a n d , as I s h a l l show, f o r d e c i d i n g the i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y 

f o r c e of p a r t i c u l a r u t t e r a n c e s . To d e m o n s t r a t e the r o l e o f 

e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t i n i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s w h i c h are made a c r o s s 

d i s c o u r s e , I w i l l l o o k here a t a member of the c l a s s of 

a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s . Reason a d v e r b i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n s are s e p a r a b l e 

i n d i s c o u r s e and p r e s e n t a r e a d e r w i t h i n t e r p r e t i v e di lemmas 

w h i c h a r e u n r e s o l v a b l e w i t h o u t r e c o u r s e to e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t . 

Whereas ad hoc d e d u c t i o n s were p o s s i b l e based on s u b s e q u e n t 

i n f o r m a t i o n b r i n g i n g r i g h t a p p a r e n t l y a b e r r a n t s e n t e n c e s , the 

s i t u a t i o n n here i s e x a c t l y the o p p o s i t e . Readers f a c e on the 

one hand s e n t e n c e s w h i c h are r e l a t e d to t h e i r a n t e c e d e n t but 

not to the e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t , and on the o t h e r hand s e n t e n c e s 

w h i c h a r e r e l a t e d to the e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t but not a p p a r e n t l y 

to t h e i r a n t e c e d e n t . 

For e x a m p l e , c o n s i d e r the f o l l o w i n g s e q u e n c e s : 

' I ) a M a r l e n e h a s b e e n a t h e r f a t h e r f o r m o n t h s t o 
g e t a s t e a d y j o b . D i c k i s a b o u n c e r a t a 
c l u b . ? ? T e d i s a t o u g h g u y t o o . 

b M a r l e n e h a s b e e n a t h e r b r o t h e r s f o r m o n t h s 
t o g e t s t e a d y j o b s . D i c k i s a b o u n c e r a t a 
c l u b . T e d i s a t o u g h g u y t o o . 

2 ) a E v e r y o n e r e m e m b e r s t h e c a m p a i g n t h r o u g h t h e 
d e s e r t . ? * l n f a c t , h o u s e w i v e s w e l d e d t a n k s 
a n d p a c k e d b o m b s , 

b ( T h e w a r w a s r e a l l y won on t h e h o m e f r o n t . ) 
E v e r y o n e r e m e m b e r s t h e c a m p a i g n t h r o u g h t h e 
d e s e r t . In f a c t , h o u s e w i v e s w e l d e d t a n k s 
a n d p a c k e d b o m b s . 
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3 ) a T h e d y n a m i t e e x p l o d e d w i t h a g i g a n t i c c o n 
c u s s i o n . W h e r e a b u i l d i n g s t o o d b e f o r e now 
t h e r e w a s n o t h i ng . 

b ( T h e f r a u d u l e n t a c c o u n t s w e r e b u r i e d u n d e r t h e 
r u b b l e . ) T h e d y n a m i t e e x p l o d e d w i t h a g i g a n t i c 
c o n c u s s i o n . ? * W h e r e a b u i l d i n g s t o o d b e f o r e 
now t h e r e was n o t h i n g . 

Examples (2) and (3) above a r e cases o f i r r e l e v a n c e , i l l u s t r a 

t ing t h a t s e n t e n c e s may be a c c e p t a b l e i n immedia te but not i n 

e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t (3) and t h a t s e n t e n c e s may be u n a c c e p t a b l e 

i n i m m e d i a t e but a c c e p t a b l e i n e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t ( 2 ) . Both 

c o n t r a s t w i t h ( 1 ) , i n p a r t i c u l a r ( l a ) , as i t d e m o n s t r a t e s 

the r o l e o f immedia te c o n t e x t f o r i m p l i c i t s t a t e m e n t s . A 

s i m i l a r i t y r e l a t i o n may be e s t a b l i s h e d between the l a s t two 

s e n t e n c e s of ( l a ) , w h i c h i s a t odds w i t h i t s f i r s t s e n t e n c e . 

( M a r l e n e has been a t her f a t h e r f o r months t o g e t a s t e a d y  

j o b . ? * D i c k and Ted are s i m i l a r i n t h a t they are tough g u y s . ) 

W h i l e (2) and (3) above are mere i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f 

the p r i n c i p l e o f e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t , and i n t e n d e d o n l y to f o c u s 

the f o l l o w i n g d i s c u s s i o n w i t h r e g a r d to prob lems o f i m m e d i a t e 

c o n t e x t , the i m p o r t a n t case f o r e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t does not l i e 

i n i r r e l e v a n c e o r c o n t r a d i t i o n . U l t i m a t e l y , i t l i e s i n 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . F o r c e , or the s p e a k e r ' s i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y i n t e n 

t i o n s f o r an u t t e r a n c e , and a m b i g u i t y a r e the e s s e n t i a l 

prob lems l e a d i n g to the need to i n c l u d e e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t i n 

a grammar of s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s . They w i l l be t a k e n up i n 

the t h i r d s e c t i o n b e l o w . 
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I m m e d i a t e l y , h o w e v e r , s i n c e the argument i n the 

t h i r d s e c t i o n depends on an a n a l y s i s o f r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l 

c l a u s e s w h i c h i s r e v i s e d f o r d i s c o u r s e and c o n t e x t p r o b l e m s , 

c e r t a i n s e n t e n c e grammar c o u n t e r - a n a l y s e s must be i n t r o d u c e d 

and d e a l t w i t h . These c o u n t e r - c l a i m s may be l i s t e d as f o l l o w s : 

a ) b e c a u s e c l a u s e s a r e s u b o r d i n a t e a n d n o t 
s e p a r a b l e i n d i s c o u r s e t h e r e f o r e ( b u t s e e 
T h o m p s o n ' s a n a l y s i s ) ; ! 

b ) b e c a u s e c l a u s e s a r e c a u s a l r a t h e r t h a n 
r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s ; a n d 

c ) b e c a u s e c l a u s e s a n s w e r no p a r t i c u l a r q u e s t i o n 
a b o u t t h e i r a n t e c e d e n t s e n t e n c e ( s e e t h e 
d i s c u s s i o n o f c o n t r a s t i v e s t r e s s i n t h e 
t h i r d s e c t i o n b e l o w ) . 

S p e c i f i c a l l y , t h e n , I a rgue t h a t r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s a re 

not s u b o r d i n a t e c l a u s e s ( f o l l o w i n g G. L a k o f f ' s argument to 
p 

t h e same e f f e c t ) and t h a t because c l a u s e s do answer s p e c i f i c 

q u e s t i o n s about t h e i r a n t e c e d e n t s . 

An U n d e r l y i n g S t r u c t u r e f o r Reason A d v e r b i a l s 

In t h i s s e c t i o n , I b r i e f l y r e v i e w s e v e r a l o f the 

e a r l i e r s t r u c t u r a l c l a i m s f o r r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s b e f o r e 

o f f e r i n g an i n d e p e n d e n t d e s c r i p t i o n , r e v i s e d to t a k e i n t o 

a c c o u n t d i f f i c u l t i e s w i t h p r e v i o u s t r e a t m e n t s . In p a r t i c u l a r , 

I make a case here t h a t r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s a re s e p a r a b l e i n 

d i s c o u r s e and t h a t t h e y do s e r v e to answer a s k e d or a n t i c i 

p a t e d q u e s t i o n s about a n t e c e d e n t m a t e r i a l : ( G o d z i l l a p l o d d e d 
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up the beach t o w a r d T o k y o . The k i d s i n the t h e a t e r screamed  

t h e i r a p p r o v a l . T h i s i s why Johnny wants to go t o J a p a n ) . 

"Why" q u e s t i o n s , w h e t h e r marked e x p l i c i t l y by t h e p r e s e n c e 

o f t h i s te rm or n o t , o c c u r f r e q u e n t l y i n d i s c o u r s e . F i r s t , 

h o w e v e r , i t i s n e c e s s a r y to show t h a t because c l a u s e s a re 

not c a u s a l c l a u s e s . 

To b e g i n w i t h , i t seems t h a t r e c e n t t r e a t m e n t s o f 

because c l a u s e s ( i n p a r t i c u l a r , A . D a v i s o n ) and of e x p l a n a 

t i o n s i n w h i c h one uses because c l a u s e s ( J . D a k i n ) 4 have 

r e l i e d on a r a t h e r too s i m p ! e h h y p o t h e s i s , by w h i c h the u n d e r 

l y i n g s t r u c t u r e of because a d v e r b i a l s can be r e p r e s e n t e d by 

a p h r a s e marker i n v o l v i n g two c l a u s e s , the a n t e c e d e n t one 

c a u s a l l y or c o n s e q u e n t i a l l y r e l a t e d to the f o l l o w i n g o n e . 

For e x a m p l e , J . D a k i n a s s e r t s t h a t " t h e f i r s t e v e n t i s no 

e x p l a n a t i o n of the second u n l e s s I i n t e n d you to u n d e r s t a n d 
5 

t h a t the two e v e n t s a re r e l a t e d c a u s a l l y , " and A . D a v i s o n 

makes the c o r r o l l a r y s t a t e m e n t t h a t s i n c e , a s , and because 

i n t r o d u c e c l a u s e s w h i c h a c t as c a u s a l a d v e r b s to some i n d e -
6 

pendent c l a u s e . N e v e r t h e l e s s , the d i f f i c u l t y o f the q u e s 

t i o n s t h a t s u r r o u n d how the l a n g u a g e u s e r i s a b l e to make 

e x p l a n a t i o n s i n g e n e r a l , and the c o m p l e x i t y o f the s y n t a x 

o f because c o n s t r u c t s i n p a r t i c u l a r , i n d i c a t e t h a t the 

h y p o t h e s i s above i s s i m p l y too b r i e f to a c c u r a t e l y h a n d l e 

e i t h e r the s e m a n t i c i n f o r m a t i o n i n v o l v e d i n r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s 

o r the c o m p l i c a t e d s y n t a c t i c c o n s t r a i n t s t h a t g o v e r n the 

d e r i v a t i o n of such c o n s t r u c t i o n s . 



118 

One not u n u s u a l way of h a n d l i n g because i s as an 

a d v e r b i a l synonym f o r c a u s e ; but w h i l e t h i s makes t h e i m p o r t a n t 

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n t h a t the two are s e m a n t i c a l l y r e l a t e d and 

o f t e n d i f f i c u l t to d i s t i n g u i s h i n s e n s e , i t does so a t the 

expense of i g n o r i n g the d i f f e r e n t senses t h a t because does 

have and l e a v e s a s i d e q u e s t i o n s t h a t ask f o r a more e x p l i c i t 

a c c o u n t o f t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p . In o r d e r to meet a synonymy 

c l a i m o f the s o r t i n d i c a t e d , because c o n s t r u c t s , a l t h o u g h 

a d v e r b i a l , s h o u l d be e x p e c t e d to meet a t l e a s t two m i n i m a l 

a b s t r a c t c a u s a l p r e d i c a t e t e s t s . For i n s tance , . (1 , ) e x p r e s s e s 

L a k o f f ' s p r o p o s a l t h a t c e r t a i n a f f e c t i v e p r e d i c a t e s have an 

u n d e r l y i n g CAUSE + a f f e c t i v e v e r b i n an embedded S . ^ 

1) a T h e d y n a m i t e ' s e x p l o d i n g c a u s e d t h e b u i l d i n g 

t o c o l l a p s e , 
b T h e d y n a m i t e ' s e x p l o d i n g c o l l a p s e d t h e 

b u i I d i ng . 

As can be seen (2) seems a t l e a s t s u p e r f i c i a l l y to be synonymous 

i n the r e q u i r e d way w i t h ( l a ) s i n c e both seem r e l a t e d to ( l b ) . 

2 ) T h e bu i I d i n g c o l l a p s e d b e c a u s e t h e d y n a m i t e 
e x p I o d e d . 

However , t h i s e v i d e n c e f o r because c o n s t r u c t s h a v i n g an u n d e r 

l y i n g CAUSE p r e d i c a t e i s a n y t h i n g but c o n c l u s i v e . S u b j e c t 

R a i s i n g p r o v i d e s a s t r o n g e r t e s t o f the r e l a t i o n s h i p . (3) and 

(4) seem to i n d i c a t e t h a t S u b j e c t R a i s i n g , w h i c h f i x e s the 

a b s t r a c t p r e d i c a t e f o r the s u r f a c e , w i l l o p e r a t e here w i t h o u t 

l o s s of sense ( a l t h o u g h (5) and (6) r e f l e c t a c l a s s of c o u n t e r -

e x a m p l e s ) . 
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3) a M a r y ' s b e a t i n g t h e d o g c a u s e d i t t o r u n a w a y . 
b M a r y c a u s e d t h e d o g t o r u n a w a y by b e a t i n g i t . 

4) a T h e d o g r a n a w a y b e c a u s e M a r y b e a t i t . 
b M a r y c a u s e d t h e d o g t o r u n a w a y b e c a u s e 

s h e b e a t i t . 

5) a M a r y ' s d i s l i k i n g t h e d o g c a u s e d i t t o r u n 
a w a y . 

b M a r y c a u s e d t h e d o g t o r u n a w a y by d i s l i k i n g 
i t . 

6) a T h e d o g r a n a w a y b e c a u s e M a r y d i s l i k e d i t . 
b M a r y c a u s e d t h e d o g t o r u n a w a y b e c a u s e s h e 

d i s l i k e d i t . 

For (6) we e x p e c t t h a t Mary has p e r f o r m e d some a c t or a c t i o n s 

t h a t have r e s u l t e d i n , but not c a u s e d , the d o g ' s r u n n i n g away. 

Moving t o w a r d the sense o f because w h i c h i s n o n -

c a u s a l , n o t i c e t h a t the f o l l o w i n g p a i r s a re u s u a l l y t a k e n as 

synonymous : 

7) a J o h n ' s h i t t i n g t h e w i n d o w c a u s e d i t t o b r e a k , 
b B e c a u s e J o h n h i t t h e w i n d o w i t b r o k e . 

8) a J o h n h i t t h e w i n d o w a n d c a u s e d i t t o b r e a k , 
b T h e w i n d o w b r o k e b e c a u s e J o h n h i t i t . 

In p a r t i c u l a r ( 8 a ) , t y p i c a l o f c a u s a l c o n s t r u c t i o n s , c o n 

t a i n s two c o n j o i n e d f a c t i v e c l a u s e s w i t h the c a u s a l p r e d i c a t e 

h o l d i n g between them. In c a s e s l i k e (10a) and ( I T a ) , how

e v e r , we f e e l t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e s e e v e n t s a r e c o n n e c t e d , 

cause i s too s t r o n g a p r e d i c a t e to use to e x p r e s s t h a t c o n 

n e c t i o n , whereas i n (9a) we do n o t . 
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9 ) a The hand le ' s b e i n g h o t c a u s e d J o h n t o d r o p 
t h e p a n . 

b J o h n d r o p p e d t h e pan b e c a u s e t h e h a n d l e was 
h o t . 

10) a ? H i s b e i n g an i n t e l l e c t u a l c a u s e s J o h n t o p l a y 
c h e s s . 

b J o h n p l a y s c h e s s b e c a u s e he i s an i n t e l l e c t u a l . 

11) a ? 0 u r b e i n g t o o e a r l y c a u s e d J o h n t o d r i v e s l o w l y , 
b J o h n d r o v e s l o w l y b e c a u s e we we re t o o e a r l y . 

That the f i r s t s e n t e n c e s o f (10) and (11) a re o d d , w h i l e the 

o t h e r examples above are a c c e p t a b l e , i s due to the f a c t t h a t 

we use because i n making e x p l a n a t i o n s f o r w h i c h we need 

r e a s o n s , and a l t h o u g h causes may be o f f e r e d as r e a s o n s , not 

a l l r e a s o n s are c a u s e s . As e v i d e n c e of the b r o a d e r f u n c t i o n 

o f because , (9b) answers not o n l y the q u e s t i o n "What caused 

John to drop the pan?" but "What do you b e l i e v e to be the 

r e a s o n t h a t John dropped the pan?" as w e l l . In c o n n e c t i o n 

w i t h the l a s t q u e s t i o n , i t i s p o s s i b l e to show, as i n (12) , 

t h a t a l t h o u g h o n l y f a c t i v e c l a u s e s a re p o s s i b l e i n c a u s a l 

c o n s t r u c t i o n s ( J o h n ' s b e i n g s i c k caused him to be a b s e n t 

b u t not * T h a t John m i g h t be s i c k caused h i s absence ) because 

i s not t h u s l i m i t e d , a f a c t w h i c h i n d i c a t e s a s i g n i f i c a n t 

d i f f e r e n c e between the two s e m a n t i c a l l y . 

12) J o h n d r o p p e d t h e pan b e c a u s e t h e h a n d l e mus t 
have been h o t . 

13) * T h e h a n d l e must have been ho t c a u s e d J o h n t o 
d rop t h e p a n . 
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Yet a n o t h e r t r e a t m e n t o f because i n c l u d e s i t i n a 

c a t e g o r y o f a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e w h i c h a l s o i n c l u d e s c l a u s e s 

headed by s i n c e , a s , r f , and £0_, e t c . ( A . D a v i s o n ) . However , 

A . D a v i s o n p o i n t s out t h a t s i n c e and because do not have the 

same d i s t r i b u t i o n , a l t h o u g h t h e i r d i s t r i b u t i o n s are v e r y 

s i m i l a r . She notes t h a t because c l a u s e s may not be used w i t h 
Q 

p e r f o r m a t i v e u t t e r a n c e s , as i n ( 1 4 ) : 

14) ^ B e c a u s e you a r e an e x p e r t , what do you t h i n k 
o f my co I I e c t i o n ? 

whereas (15) i s a c c e p t a b l e : 

15) S i n c e you a r e an e x p e r t , what do you t h i n k 
o f my c o l l e c t i o n ? 

(16) p r o v i d e s an e x a m p l e , h o w e v e r , t h a t c a s t s doubt on the 

i n c l u s i o n o f because i n the f i r s t p l a c e w i t h the above s e t o f 

c l a u s e m a r k e r s . 

16) a J o h n l o s t t h e book b e c a u s e s i n c e he was s l e e p y 
he was c a r e l e s s , 

b * J o h n l o s t t h e book b e c a u s e he was c a r e l e s s 
b e c a u s e he was s l e e p y . 

g 

S i m i 1 a r l y 9 ( 1 7 ) , t a k e n f rom Ross on L a n g a c k e r , i s a c c e p t a b l e 

w i t h s i n c e , i n d i c a t i n g , as Ross seems to s u g g e s t , t h a t (17) 

i n v o l v e s a m i s o p e r a t i o n of e x t r a p o s i t i o n r e s u l t i n g f rom 

because b e i n g i n c l u d e d under an ADV or a d v e r b i a l node ( t h e 

e x t r a p o s i t i o n t r a n s f o r m i s p o s s i b l e w i t h s i nee under ADV, 

see (18) and ( 2 0 ) ) . 
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17) * l t n e v e r o c c u r r e d t o H a r v e y b e c a u s e he i s 
i n s e n s i t i v e t o o t h e r p e o p l e ' s d e s i r e s t h a t 
I m i g h t want t o l e a v e . 

18) I t n e v e r o c c u r r e d t o H a r v e y s i n c e he i s i n 
s e n s i t i v e t o o t h e r p e o p l e ' s d e s i r e s t h a t I 
m i g h t want t o l e a v e . 

On the o t h e r h a n d , u n l i k e the c a t e g o r y c o n t a i n i n g 

s i n c e , w h i c h a l s o c o n t a i n s c o n c e s s i v e s l i k e a l t h o u g h , even i f , 

e t c . , because c l a u s e s , as (19c) r e v e a l s , a re c l e f t a b l e i n 

d e p e n d e n t l y : 

From (19) and the above e x a m p l e s , i t may be seen t h a t because 

c l a u s e s do not have a c o n s t i t u e n t s t r u c t u r e l i k e t h a t o f s i n c e 

c l a u s e s or l i k e t h a t o f c a u s a l c o n s t r u c t i o n s e i t h e r . When 

because c l a u s e s a re r e p r e s e n t e d under ADV n o d e s , as i n ( 2 0 ) , 

the d i f f e r e n c e between because a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s and o t h e r 

a d v e r b i a l s and a d v e r b s i s not c l e a r a t a l l . 1 0 

20) #S# 

I 9 ) a 
b 

c 

* l t was s i n c e he was s l e e p y t h a t he was c a r e l e s s . 
* l t was a l t h o u g h - he was s l e e p y t h a t he was 

c a r e l e s s . 
I t was b e c a u s e he was s l e e p y t h a t he was 
c a r e l e s s . 

NP PDP 

VP ADV 

g a v e t h e book t o H a r v e y NP PDP 

H a r v e y a s k e d me t o 
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As s u g g e s t e d a b o v e , Ross argues t h a t a p h r a s e marker 

l i k e (20) does not a c c u r a t e l y r e p r e s e n t the c o n s t i t u e n t s t r u c 

t u r e o f such s e n t e n c e s . For I t never o c c u r r e d to Harvey t h a t  

I m i g h t want to l e a v e because he i s i n s e n s i t i v e to o t h e r  

p e o p l e ' s d e s i r e s , Ross p r o p o s e s : 1 1 

21 ) 

n e v e r o c c u r r e d 
t o H a r v e y 

b e c a use he i s 
t o o t h e r peop 

i n s e n s i t i v e 
e ' s de s i r e s 

t h a t I m i g h t 
want t o l e a v e 

L a k o f f o f f e r s the b e s t e x p l a n a t i o n of why (21) more a d e q u a t e l y 
1 2 

r e p r e s e n t s the c o n s t i t u e n t s t r u c t u r e h e r e . For o n e , he 

p r e s e n t s e v i d e n c e l i k e t h a t o f the scope of n e g a t i o n i n 

s e n t e n c e s l i k e I d o n ' t bea t my w i f e i n the y a r d . In cases 

l i k e t h e s e , n e g a t i o n may a p p l y o n l y to the a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e , 

a f a c t w h i c h i s e x p l a i n a b l e o n l y i f (22) i s the u n d e r l y i n g 

s t r u c t u r e . 
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However , the most i m p o r t a n t argument f o r (22) i s a 

s e m a n t i c o n e . I f we ask " D i d John s h o o t B i l l near the h o u s e ? " 

we a r e not q u e s t i o n i n g whether or not John s h o t B i l l , but 

where the a c t i o n took p l a c e , a f a c t w h i c h i s e x p l a i n e d by 

r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e s e a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s as h i g h e r s e n t e n c e s . 

As L a k o f f a r g u e s , a " n o " answer d e n i e s , o n l y the l o c a t i o n 

and not the e v e n t . 

The arguments i n the f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n a r e i n t e n d e d 

to make the case f o r d e r i v i n g (23) f rom ( 2 4 ) , the u n d e r l y i n g 

s t r u c t u r e o f w h i c h i s ( 2 5 ) , 

23) I t was n e a r t h e house t h a t J o h n s h o t B i l l . 

24) The p l a c e whe re J o h n s h o t B i I I was n e a r 
t h e h o u s e . 
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C o n s i s t e n t w i t h the e x p l i c i t n e s s c r i t e r i o n f o r remote s t r u c 

t u r e , i t s h o u l d be n o t i c e d t h a t f o r the f o l l o w i n g s e t o f 

a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s , as w i t h (23) and ( 2 4 ) , each has an e x p l i c i t 

head noun f o r m and a c o r r e s p o n d i n g form w i t h the head noun 

d e l e t e d and r e p l a c e d by u n i q u e m a r k e r s l i k e b e c a u s e , when, 

w h e r e , e t c . 

26) a The r e a s o n t h a t we r e t u r n e d was t h a t we we re 
b ro ke . 

b We r e t u r n e d b e c a u s e we we re b r o k e . 

27) a He l e f t a t t h e t i m e t h a t we a r r i v e d , 
b He l e f t when we a r r i v e d . 

28) a He c u t t h e b r e a d i n t h e manner we t o l d him t o . 
b He c u t t h e b r e a d as we t o l d him t o . 

29) a He s t o p p e d a t t h e p l a c e we we re c a m p i n g , 
b He s t o p p e d whe re we we re c a m p i n g . 

30) a He wen t u p s t a i r s f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f g e t t i n g a 
b o o k . 

b He wen t u p s t a i r s t o g e t a b o o k . 
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The s e t o f a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e markers c o n t a i n i n g 

s i n c e , a l t h o u g h , e t c . , does not have head noun c o u n t e r p a r t s 

to c h a r a c t e r i z e the s e m a n t i c f u n c t i o n of i t s a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s . 

M o r e o v e r , the head nouns of (26 -30) r e f l e c t a c e n t r a l f a c t 

about the u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e s o f the a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s w i t h 

w h i c h t h e y a p p e a r ; i . e . , each o f the above t y p e s o f a d v e r b i a l 

c l a u s e i s s u b j e c t to R o s s ' s Complex NP C o n s t r a i n t (as s u g -
1 o 

g e s t e d by A . D a v i s o n ) , 

31) a J o h n s t a y e d home b e c a u s e h i s w i f e was i l l . 
b *Who d i d J o h n s t a y e d home b e c a u s e was s i c k . 

32) a The r e a s o n J o h n s t a y e d was t h a t M a r t h a t o l d 
h im t o . 

b *Who d i d J o h n s t a y f o r t h e r e a s o n t h a t she 
t o Id h im t o . 

a l i m i t a t i o n not s h a r e d by the c a u s a l c o n s t r u c t i o n ( 3 3 ) . 

33) a The d y n a m i t e ' s e x p l o d i n g c a u s e d t h e b u i l d i n g 
t o coI I a p s e . 

b What d i d t h e d y n a m i t e ' s e x p l o d i n g c a u s e t o 
c o l l a p s e ? 

F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e s e a d v e r b i a l head nouns seem to s e r v e as n a t u r a l 

m a r k e r s f o r the f a c t t h a t t h e s e c l a u s e s a re so c o n s t r a i n e d . 

In a d d i t i o n , j u s t as IT can r e p l a c e the head noun FACT, as i n 

I t s u r p r i s e d us t h a t John knew H a r r y w h i c h i s d e r i v e d f rom 

The f a c t t h a t John knew H a r r y s u r p r i s e d u s , IT may a l s o r e p l a c e 

t h e s e head n o u n s . 

I f the c o n t e n t i o n t h a t s e n t e n c e s l i k e (23) a re d e r i v e d 

f rom (24) i s c o r r e c t , then i n the case of r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s , 

because must be t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l l y i n s e r t e d f o l l o w i n g head 
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noun d e l e t i o n , v e r y much l i k e the way wh- lexemes are i n s e r t e d 

i n r e l a t i v e c l a u s e s and q u e s t i o n s . W h i l e c e r t a i n a d v e r b i a l 

c l a u s e t y p e s l i k e PLACE and TIME and REASON may a p p e a r , a l 

though a w k w a r d l y , w i t h t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c l a u s e m a r k e r s , as 

i n : 

34) a The p l a c e he s t o p p e d was whe re we we re s t u c k , 
b The t i m e he c u t t h e r i b b o n was when we t o l d 

h im t o . 

c The r e a s o n he l e f t was t h a t we t o l d him t o g o . 

o n l y PURPOSE may be d e l e t e d w i t h o u t some i n s e r t e d r e p l a c e m e n t : 

35) a J o h n ' s p u r p o s e i n g o i n g u p s t a i r s was t o g e t a 

b o o k . 
b J o h n went u p s t a i r s t o g e t a b o o k . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t i s not my i n t e n t i o n here to argue the prob lems 

r a i s e d by because i n s e r t i o n as most o f t h e s e problems would 

have to do w i t h where such a t r a n s f o r m wou ld f i t i n the t r a n s 

f o r m a t i o n a l c y c l e . R a t h e r , i t i s o n l y my i n t e n t i o n to show 

t h a t s e n t e n c e s l i k e The r e a s o n John r a c e s i s t h a t he l i k e s  

danger a r e the e x p l i c i t forms of s e n t e n c e s l i k e John r a c e s  

because he l i k e s d a n g e r . I now t u r n to the c l a i m t h a t t h e s e 

a d v e r b i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n s c o n t a i n i n d i r e c t q u e s t i o n s . 

A l t h o u g h the r e l a t i v e m e r i t s o f Q - m a r k e r s have been 

i n g e n e r a l w e l 1 - d e b a t e d , and q u e s t i o n s about t h e i r o p e r a t i o n 

s t i l l r e m a i n , o n l y t w o , and t h e s e w e l 1 - s u p p o r t e d , f a c t s c o n -
1 4 

c e r n i n g Q a r e germane h e r e . F i r s t , Q-markers are o p e r a t o r s 

w h i c h d e s i g n a t e the p h r a s e m a r k e r s w h i c h are to be q u e s t i o n e d , 

e i t h e r d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y . S e c o n d , t h e s e m a r k e r s a re 
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r e p l a c e d by the s u r f a c e i n i n d i r e c t q u e s t i o n s w i t h wh-1exemes 

l i k e why , who, w h e r e , e t c . The more c e n t r a l p o i n t to be 

e m p h a s i z e d here though i s t h a t j u s t as i n d i r e c t q u e s t i o n s 

c o n t a i n the q u e s t i o n e d s t r i n g , as i n : 

36) a Why d i d J o h n s h o o t B i l l ? 
b I know why J o h n s h o t B i l l . 

a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s o f the r e a s o n , e t c . , t y p e s a l s o c o n t a i n the 

q u e s t i o n e d s t r i n g . 

37) a Where d i d J o h n s h o o t B i l l ? 
b The p l a c e whe re J o h n s h o t B i I I was n e a r t h e 

h o u s e . 

38) a When d i d J o h n s h o o t B i l l ? 
b The t i m e o f J o h n ' s s h o o t i n g B i l l was when we 

a r r i ved . 

39) a Why d i d J o h n l e a v e ? 
b The r e a s o n why J o h n l e f t was t h a t h i s w i f e 

was i l l . 

40 ) a Why d i d J o h n go u p s t a i r s ? 
b The p u r p o s e f o r J o h n ' s g o i n g u p s t a i r s was t o 

f i n d h i s w a t c h . 

As m i g h t be e x p e c t e d , the w h - q u e s t i o n lexemes may be r e p l a c e d 

by head nouns to make the q u e s t i o n s more e x p l i c i t , as i n For  

what r e a s o n d i d John l e a v e ? and F o r what p u r p o s e d i d John go  

u p s t a i r s ? 

As L a k o f f has p o i n t e d o u t , to ask q u e s t i o n s of 

s e n t e n c e s w i t h t h e s e a d v e r b i a l s i s to ask a q u e s t i o n to w h i c h 

o n l y t h e a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e i s an a n s w e r . In t h e s e a d v e r b i a l s , 

the q u e s t i o n marker s p e c i f i e s i n the u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e the 

p h r a s e marker t h a t i s q u e s t i o n e d ; b e f o r e r e a c h i n g the s u r f a c e , 
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the Q i s r e p l a c e d i n the p h r a s e marker ( a l t h o u g h (38b) i s a 

s p e c i a l c a s e ) by the r e l e v a n t w h - l e x e m e , w h i c h has to be 

u n i q u e l y d e t e r m i n e d by the a d j a c e n t head n o u n , j u s t as the 

t h a t - w h o c h o i c e i n r e l a t i v e s i s d e t e r m i n e d by a f e a t u r e 

[+ human] . The c o n t e n t o f t h i s p h r a s e marker w h i c h i s d o m i 

nated by Q and to be i n d i r e c t l y q u e s t i o n e d must be a v a i l a b l e 

to the s p e a k e r and h i s a u d i e n c e e i t h e r by c o n t e x t o r o t h e r 

w i s e . I f i t were not a v a i l a b l e and q u e s t i o n e d , t h e r e wou ld 

be no need to o f f e r an e x p l a n a t i o n f o r i t . I t w o u l d seem 

t h a t t h e s e are the c o n d i t i o n s t h a t must e x i s t f o r any e x p l a n a 

t i o n to be o f f e r e d . 

The R o l e o f Ex tended C o n t e x t i n I n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

In t h i s s e c t i o n , I examine i n t e r p r e t i ve\ p r o b l ems 

f o r r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s w h i c h demand c o n t e x t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n 

f o r t h e i r r e s o l u t i o n . S p e c i f i c a l l y , t h i s d i s c u s s i o n -wi11 

c o n c e r n prob lems o f a m b i g u i t y , f o r c e a s s i g n m e n t , q u e s t i o n 

a n s w e r i n g , and s p e a k e r i n t e r p o l a t i o n . Ex tended c o n t e x t , t h e n , 

i n c l u d e s a range of phenomena and i n t e r p r e t a . t a ' o ' n e b e g i nni ng 

w i t h f a c t s l o c a t e d i n the p r e v i o u s d i s c o u r s e and r e a c h i n g as 

f a r as a s p e a k e r ' s i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y i n t e n t i o n s . To add the 

prob lems of f o r c e and q u e s t i o n a n s w e r i n g to t h o s e w h i c h must 

be h a n d l e d by a t h e o r y o f s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s i s to e x t e n d 

the n o t i o n of p r a g m a t i c s s i g n i f i c a n t l y beyond t h a t used i n 

i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t . N o t i c e as w e l l t h a t d e c i s i o n s o f 
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a c c e p t a b i l i t y i n c o n t e x t come to be subsumed under q u e s t i o n s 

o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . I n t e r p r e t a t i o n i n c l u d e s not o n l y 

d e c i s i o n s made about d i s c o u r s e c o n t e n t , but i n c l u d e s o p e r a 

t i o n s by the r e a d e r i n w h i c h r e c o v e r y and r e c o n s t r u c t i o n a r e 

a t s t a k e . W i t h o u t t h e s e o p e r a t i o n s , s p e a k e r s w o u l d have to 

s p e c i f y f u l l y not o n l y the g r a m m a t i c a l c o n s t r u c t i o n s t h e y 

use but e x t e n s i v e knowledge of the w o r l d and what c o n n e c t i o n s 

e x i s t between t h e i r u t t e r a n c e s . Whether what i s now done 

w i t h e f f i c i e n c y c o u l d be done a t a l l i s u n c l e a r . 

B e g i n n i n g w i t h s e n t e n c e s ambiguous i n i m m e d i a t e 

c o n t e x t , the f o l l o w i n g r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s a p p a r e n t l y i n v o l v e 

a n a p h o r a , and a r e ambiguous i n c o n t e x t . I t must be emphas ized 

t h a t t h e a m b i g u i t i e s h a n d l e d here are not o f the f l y i n g p l a n e s  

can be dangerous o r the v i s i t i n g r e l a t i v e s can be a n u i s a n c e 

t y p e s , as a l t e r n a t i v e deep s t r u c t u r e s can be g i v e n f o r e i t h e r 

o f t h e s e w i t h o u t r e c o u r s e to any c o n t e x t . Of c o u r s e , i f 

e i t h e r o f t h e s e ambiguous s e n t e n c e s were used i n c o n t e x t , one 

c o u l d s u p p o r t o n e ' s s e l e c t i o n of the a p p r o p r i a t e r e a d i n g f o r 

them, but t h i s i s not the case I w i s h to make. R a t h e r , w h i l e 

the examples below may be a s s i g n e d o n l y one p h r a s e m a r k e r , 

t h e y s t i l l . r e m a i n ambiguous due to the p o s s i b i l i t y o f t h e r e 

b e i n g d i f f e r e n t r e a d i n g s f o r them i n d i f f e r e n t c o n t e x t s . 

Examples l i k e (41) and (421) a re more to the p o i n t : 

41) Bobby s t a r t e d c r y i n g . He w a n t e d i n . 

42) Bobby wen t b a c k u p s t a i r s . He w a n t e d t o g e t a 
b o o k . 
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(41) c o u l d mean e i t h e r t h a t he s t a r t e d c r y i n g because he 

wanted i n and b e l i e v e d t h a t c r y i n g w o u l d cause someone to 

l e t him i n , o r t h a t he was c r y i n g because someone was k e e p i n g 

him o u t on p u r p o s e . S i m i l a r l y (42) m i g h t mean e i t h e r t h a t 

Bobby i n t e n d e d to ge t a book by g o i n g u p s t a i r s (or knew t h a t 

by g o i n g u p s t a i r s when he d i d t h a t he wou ld be rewarded w i t h 

a b o o k ) , or t h a t he had not been a l l o w e d to have the book 

t h a t he came d o w n s t a i r s to g e t . S i n c e knowledge o f the s u b 

j e c t ' s i n t e n t i o n s and b e l i e f s i s n e c e s s a r y to d i s a m b i g u a t e 

t h e s e s e n t e n c e s f o r the r e a d e r , t h e s e s e n t e n c e s become 

ambiguous when such i n f o r m a t i o n i s u n a v a i l a b l e . N a t u r a l l y , 

each sense i s a c c e p t a b l e o n l y i n c o n t e x t s w h i c h c a l l f o r 

t h a t s e n s e , and i t f o l l o w s from t h i s t h a t o n l y f rom such 

c o n t e x t s w i l l the d e l e t e d i n f o r m a t i o n be r e c o v e r a b l e . 

I t m i g h t be o b j e c t e d here t h a t the a m b i g u i t i e s o f 

(41) and (42) a re a t 1 e a s t p a r t i a l 1 y r e s o l v a b l e by i n c l u s i o n 

o f p a s t p e r f e c t a s p e c t , as i n Bobby s t a r t e d c r y i n g because  

he had wanted to g e t i n , but the q u e s t i o n o f what e x i s t i n g 

grammars w o u l d do w i t h (41) and (42) s t i l l r e m a i n s . A s p e c t 

i s as e a s i l y d e l e t e d i n c o n t e x t s f rom w h i c h i t can be r e 

c o v e r e d as o t h e r c o n t e x t u a l l y d e l e t a b l e t y p e s o f i n f o r m a t i o n . 

More i m p o r t a n t l y , s e n t e n c e s s i m i l a r to t h e s e , l i k e ( 4 3 ) , 

c a n n o t be d i s a m b i g u a t e d by i n c l u s i o n of a s p e c t to b e g i n w i t h , 

showing t h a t a s p e c t i n c l u s i o n i s o f much l e s s a i d here than 

i t m i g h t a t f i r s t seem. 
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43) He b r o k e t h e h a n d l e b e c a u s e i t was (had been ) 
t h e o n l y way t o g e t i n . 

(43) w o u l d r e m a i n ambiguous out o f c o n t e x t between 

the r e a d i n g t h a t he b r o k e the h a n d l e to l e t h i m s e l f i n , and 

the r e a d i n g t h a t he b r o k e the h a n d l e to keep e v e r y o n e o u t . 

C o n t e x t s f o r t h e s e two r e a d i n g s are e a s i l y c o n s t r u c t e d : 

44) J o h n knew t h a t t h e P r o s e c u t o r w o u l d f i n d t h e 
i n c r i m i n a t i n g e v i d e n c e i f he was a b l e t o 
s e a r c h t h e v a u l t . J o h n b r o k e t h e h a n d l e 
b e c a u s e i t was t h e o n l y way t o g e t i n (and 
J o h n i n t e n d e d t h a t no one g e t i n ) . 

45) J o h n knew t h a t he had t o r e a c h t h e e v i d e n c e 
f i r s t and d e s t r o y i t . He b r o k e t h e h a n d l e 
b e c a u s e i t was t h e o n l y way t o g e t i n ( and 
d e s t r o y t h e e v i d e n c e ) . 

The l a s t example here a p p e a r s to be a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e case of 

a n a p h o r a ; the d e l e t e d i n f o r m a t i o n i s e x p l i c i t and a v a i l a b l e 

i n the i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t and thus e a s i l y r e c o v e r e d . ( 4 4 ) , 

h o w e v e r , c o n t a i n s the r e a d i n g of (43) f o r w h i c h we may not 

say t h a t the needed i n t e n t i o n c l a u s e " John i n t e n d e d t h a t no 

one g e t i n , " i s s i m p l y a n a p h o r i z e d , as i t does n o t , i n f a c t , 

appear e x p l i c i t l y anywhere i n the immedia te c o n t e x t . F u r t h e r 

m o r e , (44) c o n t a i n s n o t h i n g e l s e e x p l i c i t l y t h a t c o u l d be 

added to (43) to d i s a m b i g u a t e i t . In t h i s c a s e , we must say 

t h a t (44) has an i n t e n t i o n c l a u s e t h a t i s r e c o n s t r u c t e d 

r a t h e r t h a n r e c o v e r e d . P r e l i m i n a r y s t u d i e s , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e 

o f R o b i n L a k o f f , i n d i c a t e t h a t r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s a m a t t e r o f 

p r e s u p p o s i t i o n and d e d u c t i o n . The p o i n t to be t a k e n h e r e , 

h o w e v e r , i s t h a t a l t h o u g h r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s the more p o w e r f u l 
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and s u f f i c i e n t argument f o r c o n t e x t u a l r e c o u r s e i n the case 

o f such a m b i g u i t i e s , r e c o v e r y i s s t i l l an argument f o r such 

r e c o u r s e . T h i s i s t r u e i f f o r no o t h e r r e a s o n t h a t the f a c t 

t h a t l a n g u a g e l i s t e n e r s c o n s t a n t l y both r e c o v e r and r e c o n s t r u c t 

f rom c o n t e x t to make sense of i n d i v i d u a l u t t e r a n c e s t h a t 

w o u l d make l i t t l e sense o t h e r w i s e . 

p o s s i b l e r e f e r e n t s f o r the embedded j_t under a n o n - c o n t e x t u a l 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of ( 4 3 ) . 

F i n a l l y , n o t i c e t h a t i n (46) and (47) t h e r e a re two 

46) 

NP VP 

Q J o h n b r o k e t h e 
h a n d l e 

J o h n i n t e n d e d 
t o d e s t r o y 
t h e e v i d e n c e 

I t ( b r e a k i n g 
t h e h a n d l e ) 
w a s t h e o n l y 
way t o g e t i n . 

47) 

NP VP 

R e a s o n 

Q J o h n b r o ke 
t h e h a n d l e 

J o h n i n t e n d e d 
no o n e g e t i n 

1 1 ( t h e h a n d I e ) 
wa s t h e o n l y 
way t o g e t i n . 
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I t i s to be s t r e s s e d t h a t as t h e s e two e x a m p l e s , as w e l l as 

t h e p r e v i o u s o n e s , a r e not u n t y p i c a l i n E n g l i s h , recovery and 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n a r e o p e r a t i o n s t h a t must c o n s t a n t l y be used i n 

the p r o d u c t i o n and u n d e r s t a n d i n g of s e n t e n c e s , and t h a t u n d e r 

l y i n g s t r u c t u r e s f o r r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s a t l e a s t may be i n a d e 

q u a t e w i t h o u t r e c o u r s e to t h e i r c o n t e x t s . 

The second l i n e I s u g g e s t e d above i s t h a t t h e r e a r e 

c o n t e x t u a l c o n s t r a i n t s w h i c h g o v e r n the s u r f a c e forms of 

r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s , and t h a t the u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e s o f r e a s o n 

a d v e r b i a l s must be r e v i s e d i n l i n e w i t h t h e s e c o n s t r a i n t s . 

The o b j e c t o f t a k i n g t h i s second l i n e i s to show t h a t the 

u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e s o f r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s must be r e v i s e d to 

i n c l u d e m a r k e r s o f i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y f o r c e , as f o r c e s e r v e s to 

a c t i n a c o n s t r a i n i n g way on what may appear on the s u r f a c e 

f o r such a d v e r b i a l s . 1 ^ As shown i n (48) and ( 4 9 ) , r e a s o n 

a d v e r b i a l s a re used w i t h one o f two i 1 l o c u t i o n a r y f o r c e s ; 

o t h e r s o f c o u r s e are p o s s i b l e , but commanding and q u e s t i o n i n g 

a r e not a t s t a k e h e r e , and o t h e r usage tends to be o n l y 

s p e c i a l cases o f e i t h e r EXPLAIN o r REPORT. 

48) I e x p l a i n e d t h a t I knew t h a t t h e r e a s o n why 
t h e b u i l d i n g c o l l a p s e d was t h a t t h e d y n a m i t e 
e x p l o d e d . 

49) I r e p o r t e d t h a t he s a i d t h a t t h e r e a s o n why t h e 
b u i l d i n g co I l a p s e d was th!a?ii t h e d y n a m i t e e x p l o d e d . 

50) The r e a s o n why t h e b u i l d i n g c o l l a p s e d was t h a t 
t h e d y n a m i t e e x p l o d e d . 
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I i n t e n d to show why one must a s s i g n e i t h e r EXPLAIN or REPORT 

to u t t e r a n c e s l i k e ( 5 0 ) , d e p e n d i n g on whether one i s q u o t i n g 

or p a r a p h r a s i n g a n o t h e r s p e a k e r , or o f f e r i n g an e x p l a n a t i o n 

of some e v e n t based on o n e ' s own i n f o r m a t i o n and b e l i e f s . 

Of c o u r s e , i f we meant (50) as a r e p o r t , we c o u l d not use i t 

i n a c o n t e x t i n w h i c h the a p p r o p r i a t e form and f o r c e i s t h a t 

o f an e x p l a n a t i o n ; h o w e v e r , t h e r e a r e more p o w e r f u l r e a s o n s 

f o r the i n c l u s i o n of f o r c e . 

I t i s e v i d e n t t h a t c o n s t r a i n t s l i k e the f o l l o w i n g 

one must h o l d f o r r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s , i . e . , i f we have p e r 

m i t t e d some s u r f a c e o r l a t e o p e r a t i o n l i k e f o c u s i n g o r c o n -

t r a s t i v e s t r e s s a s s i g n m e n t o r c l e f t i n g to t o p i c a l i z e an 

e lement o f the p h r a s e marker to be q u e s t i o n e d i n d i r e c t e d then 

the r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e may s e r v e to e x p l a i n o_nl_y_ t h a t 

t o p i c a l i z e d e l e m e n t . A p r i m a r y consequence of t h i s c o n 

s t r a i n t i s t h a t i f the because c l a u s e e x p l a i n s any o t h e r 

e l e m e n t t h a n the e lement i n q u e s t i o n , then the r e s u l t i n g 

c o n s t r u c t i o n i s u n a c c e p t a b l e , as i n ( 5 2 ) : 

51 )a TH IEVES b r o k e i n t o t h e hou se b e c a u s e we have 
no v a n d a l s i n t h i s a r e a , 

b T h i e v e s BROKE i n t o t h e hou se b e c a u s e t h e y 
c o u l d n ' t p i c k t h e l o c k s , 

c T h i e v e s b r o k e i n t o t h e HOUSE b e c a u s e t h e y 
d i d n ' t f i n d a n y t h i n g v a l u a b l e i n t h e g a r a g e . 

5 2 ) a * T h i e v e s b r o k e i n t o fWeoHOUSE b e c a u s e we have 
no v a n d a l s i ' n n t h i s a r e a , 

b * TH I EVES b r o k e i n t o t h e hou se b e c a u s e t h e y 
c o u l d n ' t p i c k t h e l o c k s . 
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Because the i n d i r e c t q u e s t i o n i n (51a) asks not 

"Why d i d t h i e v e s break i n t o the h o u s e ? " but r a t h e r , "Why do 

you say t h a t THIEVES broke i n t o the h o u s e ? " and because 

the d e r i v a t i o n of the r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e i n (51 a) must 

be b l o c k e d i f i t i s an answer to any o t h e r q u e s t i o n t h a n t h i s 

second o n e , one m i g h t be i n c l i n e d to c o n c l u d e t h a t e i t h e r 

the embedded S o f the r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e i s s u b j e c t to 

f i l t e r i n g and b l o c k i n g near the s u r f a c e o r t h a t f o c u s and 

c l e f t i n g are not l a t e phenomena, and b l o c k i n g must o c c u r 

e a r l y i n the d e r i v a t i o n . O n l y one of t h e s e a l t e r n a t i v e s can 

be g i v e n p r i n c i p l e d s u p p o r t ; i n f a c t , g e n e r a l l y , both of 

t h e i r o p p o s i t e s seem to be the c a s e . However , r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l 

c o n s t r u c t i o n s w i t h the f o r c e o f REPORT do p l a c e s e m a n t i c c o n 

s t r a i n t s on what may be g i v e n f o c u s w i t h i n the c o n s t r u c t i o n ; 

(54) i s not a c c e p t a b l e . 

53) TH IEVES b r o k e i n t o t h e h o u s e , b e c a u s e we have 
no v a n d a l s i n t h e a r e a . 

54) * l REPORT t h a t t h e t h i e v e s s a i d t h a t i t was 
TH IEVES t h a t b r o k e i n t o t h e house b e c a u s e we 
have no v a n d a l s i n t h e a r e a . 

A l t h o u g h u n p r o m i s i n g , because f o r c e i s a remote s t r u c t u r e c o n 

s t r a i n t , one m i g h t c o n c l u d e t h a t f o c u s i s a l s o a remote s t r u c 

t u r e phenomena. On the o t h e r h a n d , o p e r a t i o n s l i k e f o c u s 

and c l e f t i n g seem to have v e r y much i n common w i t h s t y l i s t i c 

c o n s t r a i n t s , w h i c h are g e n e r a l l y t a k e n to be s u r f a c e phenomena. 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to see how ( 5 5 ) , t a k e n f rom Chomsky, c o u l d be 
1 6 

d e s c r i b e d i n terms of remote s t r u c t u r e . 
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55) J o h n i s more c o n c e r n e d w i t h A F f i r m a t i o n t h a n 
w i t h CONf i rma t i o n . 

A more i n t e r e s t i n g a c c o u n t of t h e way f o c u s o c c u r s 

i n t h e s e p a r t i c u l a r examples o f f e r s i t s e l f i f we c o n s i d e r 

t h a t such i n d i r e c t q u e s t i o n s as "Why was i t T H I E V E S . . . ?" 

( w h i c h appear i n r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l c o n s t r u c t s ) a re a l l i n 

r e f e r e n c e to some s e n t e n c e w h i c h may be p r e s e n t i n the p r e v i o u s 

d i s c o u r s e or some i n f o r m a t i o n w h i c h i s c o n s i d e r e d by the 

s p e a k e r to be a v a i l a b l e to h i s a u d i e n c e ( o r r e c o n s t r u c t a b l e 

by h i s a u d i e n c e ) . I t seems o f t e n to be the case t h a t where 

the q u e s t i o n e d c l a u s e i s not i n f a c t e x p l i c i t l y p r e s e n t i n 

the p r e v i o u s d i s c o u r s e , i t i s a v a i l a b l e i n the second way a b o v e / 

In e i t h e r c a s e , i t w o u l d seem t h a t s i n c e the m a t e r i a l to be 

q u e s t i o n e d i_§_ a v a i l a b l e , t h a t i t i s s i m p l y " c o p i e d " i n t o 

the i n d i r e c t q u e s t i o n p o s i t i o n i n the r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l 

c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

W h i l e " c o p y i n g " must be t a k e n o n l y as a p o s s i b l e 

a c c o u n t f o r the s o u r c e of c e r t a i n q u e s t i o n e d m a t e r i a l and not 

n e c e s s a r i l y as an o p e r a t i o n , i t s use does p r e s e r v e the i m 

p o r t a n t g e n e r a l i z a t i o n t h a t the two o c c u r r e n c e s of t h i s i n 

f o r m a t i o n a r e f u n d a m e n t a l l y s i m i l a r . Y e t , i n many c a s e s , 

as shown b e l o w , the o r i g i n a l i n f o r m a t i o n undergoes f u n d a m e n t a l 

changes b e f o r e i t s a p p e a r a n c e i n the i n d i r e c t q u e s t i o n . 

In ( 5 6 ) , the f o c u s e d e lement i n the q u e s t i o n e d 

p h r a s e marker must be p r e s e r v e d t h r o u g h i t s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

i n t o the i n d i r e c t q u e s t i o n c l a u s e of the a d v e r b i a l . 
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56) W h i l e i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e damage t o t h e hou se 
n e x t d o o r , t h e p o l i c e w a n t e d t o know why I 
t h o u g h t i t had been done by T H I E V E S . (I 
EXPLA INED) t h e r e a s o n why I t h o u g h t i t was 
TH IEVES t h a t b r o k e i n was t h a t we have no 
v a n d a l s . . . . 

In e x p l a n a t i o n s l i k e (56) the s p e a k e r t a k e s t h e c o p i e d m a t e r i a l 

as an i d e n t i f y i n g d e s c r i p t i o n o f h i s knowledge o r b e l i e f and 

t h e n e x p l a i n s or g i v e s h i s r e a s o n s f o r b e l i e v i n g o r knowing 

the q u e s t i o n e d m a t e r i a l to be t r u e or f a l s e . Whereas s e n t e n c e s 

l i k e ( 5 6 ) , w i t h the f o r c e of E X P L A I N , r e l y on the s p e a k e r ' s 

own b e l i e f s , we e x p e c t t h i s not to be the c a s e w i t h s e n t e n c e s 

h a v i n g the f o r c e o f REPORT, i n w h i c h we are a p p a r e n t l y o n l y 

a c t i n g to r e l a y the b e l i e f o f some o t h e r s p e a k e r . However , 

i n r e g a r d s t o d e c i d i n g w h i c h f o r c e an u t t e r a n c e o f t h i s t y p e 

h a s , s e l e c t i o n s based on t h e s e c r i t e r i o n are not e a s i l y made 

and r e s o r t to c o n t e x t i s o f t e n n e c e s s a r y . 

I t i s u s u a l l y the case t h a t u t t e r a n c e s a r e g i v e n 

o n l y one f o r c e a s c r i p t i o n ; i f the s p e a k e r i s o f f e r i n g h i s own 

b e l i e f then we a s c r i b e the f o r c e o f e x p l a n a t i o n to the u t t e r 

a n c e , i f he o f f e r s the b e l i e f o f a n o t h e r then we say the 

u t t e r a n c e has the f o r c e o f a r e p o r t . In the case o f r e a s o n 

a d v e r b i a l s , h o w e v e r , t h e r e i s r e a s o n to b e l i e v e t h a t t h e r e 

a r e many u t t e r a n c e s i n t e r m e d i a t e between the two f o r c e s . 

Many t i m e s , when o f f e r i n g what seems to be a r e p o r t , the 

s p e a k e r w i l l not m e r e l y p a r a p h r a s e t h e ^ u t t e r a n c e made by 

a n o t h e r p e r s o n , but w i l l i n t e r p o l a t e h i s own b e l i e f s and 

knowledge onto t h a t u t t e r a n c e as w e l l . As t h i s p r o b l e m 
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r i g h t f u l l y i n c l u d e s m a t e r i a l r e c e n t l y d i s c u s s e d by H a s a g a w a 1 7 

( i n a d i s c u s s i o n of c l a i m s made by Ross and P e r l m u t t e r , and 

McCawley) I s h a l l i n c l u d e t h o s e examples a l s o . 

R o s s , P e r l m u t t e r and McCawley t a k e the p o s i t i o n 

t h a t Mary and t h a n he i s i n (57) and (58) must appear o u t s i d e 

the o b j e c t o f t h i n k i n u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e because t h e y do 

not form p a r t o f an i d e n t i f y i n g d e s c r i p t i o n of what B i l l o r 

John t h o u g h t , but r a t h e r o f what the s p e a k e r h i m s e l f knows. 

57) a J o h n t h i n k s t h a t B i l l i l o v e s t h e g i r l h e i 
met y e s t e r d a y , , ^ . 

b J o h n t h i n k s t h a t B i l l l o v e s M -aVy: 

58) J o h n t h i n k s t h a t he i s t a I l e r t h a n he i s . 

In (57b) the s p e a k e r i s a b l e to s u b s t i t u t e Mary f o r the g i r l  

he met y e s t e r d a y when he and h i s a u d i e n c e know her name, 

whereas John may a c t u a l l y have s a i d o n l y " B i l l l o v e s the g i r l 

he met y e s t e r d a y . " T h u s , we a r e i n c l i n e d to say t h a t the 

s p e a k e r has f i r s t p a r a p h r a s e d J o h n ' s u t t e r a n c e and then i n t e r 

p o l a t e d i n t o the p a r a p h r a s e from h i s own s t o r e o f f a c t s . In 

t h i s c a s e , we would s t i l l be a b l e to v i r t u a l l y r e c o v e r what 

J o h n s a i d . Y e t , i n cases l i k e ( 5 9 ) , 

59) J o h n d o e s n ' t know t h a t B i l l l o v e s M a r y . 

t h e s p e a k e r i s not s i m p l y i n t e r p o l a t i n g i n t o what John s a i d , 

w h i c h m i g h t have been s o m e t h i n g l i k e " I d o n ' t t h i n k t h a t 

B i l l l o v e s the g i r l he met y e s t e r d a y , " but i s a c t u a l l y p r e 

s e n t i n g an i d e n t i f y i n g d e s c r i p t i o n of h i s own b e l i e f . J o h n ' s 

s t a t e m e n t i s u n r e c o v e r a b l e ; i t c o u l d not have b e e n : 
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60) * l d o n ' t know t h a t B i l l l o v e s t h e g i r l t h a t he 
met y e s t e r d a y . 

because f a c t i v e p r e d i c a t e s l i k e know d o n ' t a l l o w n e g a t i v e 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . By t h i s , one can see t h a t (59) does not have 

a f o r c e i d e n t i c a l to t h a t o f REPORT (compare ( 4 9 ) ) , a l t h o u g h 

(59) j_s_ based on a s t a t e m e n t made by J o h n . (61) and (62) 

d e m o n s t r a t e t h a t an i d e n t i c a l s i t u a t i o n e x i s t s f o r r e a s o n 

a d v e r b i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n s : 

61) Mary knew t h a t I had t a l k e d t o J o h n and w a n t e d 
t o know why J o h n t h o u g h t t h a t B i I I was i l l . I 
a n s w e r e d t h a t t h e r e a s o n why J o h n d o e s n ' t know 
t h a t B i l l i s w e l l i s t h a t J o h n h a s n ' t been t o 
v i s i t him i n some t i m e . 

62) * J o h n s a i d , "I d o n ' t know t h a t B i l l i s s i c k 
b e c a u s e I h a v e n ' t been t o v i s i t h im i n some 
t i m e . " 

By way o f s a t i s f y i n g the t h i r d 1 i n e i n t r o d u c e d 

a b o v e , i t can be seen t h a t i n c e r t a i n c a s e s , l i k e f o c u s i n g , 

the p r e v i o u s s t r u c t u r e i s t r a n s p o r t e d whole i n t o t h e a d v e r b i a l 

c o n s t r u c t i o n , w h i l e i n o t h e r c a s e s , i t may be c o m p l e t e l y 

i n t e r p o l a t e d by the s p e a k e r b e f o r e a p p e a r i n g t h e r e . W i t h o u t 

r e c o u r s e to c o n t e x t , t h e r e wou ld seem to be no way i n a s e n 

t e n c e grammar to p r o v i d e the f o r m a l b a s i s f o r t h i s a b i l i t y 

on the p a r t o f the s p e a k e r to i n t e r p o l a t e , or the r e a d e r or 

a u d i e n c e ' s a b i l i t y to i d e n t i f y u t t e r a n c e s w h i c h w h i l e gram

m a t i c a l i n t h e i r own r i g h t , a r e u n a c c e p t a b l e i n c e r t a i n 

c o n t e x t s . 
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W h i l e t h i s c h a p t e r has been c o n c e r n e d e s s e n t i a l l y 

w i t h s u b o r d i n a t i o n r e l a t i o n s and t h e i r n e c e s s a r y i n c l u s i o n 

i n a c o n j u n c t i o n grammar f o r d i s c o u r s e , and w i t h a d e m o n s t r a 

t i o n o f the r o l e o f c o n t e x t i n i n t e r p r e t i n g r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s , 

i t has c o n t i n u e d the a r g u m e n t , i n d i r e c t l y , a g a i n s t the a d e 

quacy o f a s e n t e n c e grammar f o r d i s c o u r s e . As w e l l , by e x 

t e n d i n g the n o t i o n of c o n t e x t beyond the i m m e d i a t e l y a n t e 

c e d e n t s e n t e n c e , i t d e m o n s t r a t e s t h e c o m p l e x i t y o f c r i t e r i a 

whereby s p e a k e r s p r o d u c e and r e a d e r s e v a l u a t e s e n t e n c e s f o r 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y . In g e n e r a l , the arguments I have p r e s e n t e d 

here s h o u l d be t a k e n as s u p p o r t f o r a s t a t e m e n t made r e c e n t l y 

by R. L a k o f f : 

Much evidence has accumulated to support 
the contention that one must often be aware 
of the context in which an utterance is used, 
of the beliefs of speaker and hearer, before 
one can know whether or not a sentence has 
been used correctly, or appropriately."^^ 
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CONCLUSION: PART I 

P a r t I has worked t o w a r d a d e s c r i p t i o n o f a n . a b i l i t y 

s h a r e d by the g r e a t e s t p a r t o f a d u l t l a n g u a g e u s e r s : the 

a b i l i t y to i d e n t i f y s e n t e n c e s w h i c h do not f i t i n c o n t e x t o r 

a r e somehow anomalous i n r e l a t i o n to t h e i r a n t e c e d e n t s e n 

t e n c e s . T h i s a b i l i t y , I have a r g u e d , i s a complex o n e , r e l y 

i n g on e x t e n s i v e knowledge o f the l a n g u a g e and i t s c o n v e n t i o n s 

of u s a g e , as w e l l as knowledge of the w o r l d and a b i l i t y , to 

u n d e r t a k e d e d u c t i v e o p e r a t i o n s . T h u s , i t i s r e a s o n a b l e to 

e x p e c t any adequate t h e o r y o f s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s (one w h i c h 

w o u l d p r e d i c t anomalous cases g i v e n c o n t e x t ) to be s e n s i t i v e 

to i n f o r m a t i o n from many a r e a s o f g r a m m a t i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n . 

A f i r s t p r o b l e m f o r s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e t h e o r y , t h e n , must 

be to d e t e r m i n e on j u s t w h i c h l e v e l s anomaly d e c i s i o n s o p e r a t e , 

and w h i c h c r i t e r i a n e c e s s a r i l y must be i n c l u d e d i n such a 

t h e o r y . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h i s s t u d y has not been i n t e r e s t e d i n 

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y s p e c i f y i n g t y p e s o f s e n t e n c e p a i r a n o m a l y ; 

r a t h e r , I have emphas ized o n l y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a n o m a l i e s , o r 

t h o s e w h i c h c o n t r i b u t e most to e v a l u a t i n g the adequacy o f 

the d i f f e r e n t p o s s i b l e a c c o u n t s o f s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s . 

1 4 4 
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As the i n a d e q u a c i e s o f weaker c r i t e r i a were d i s 

c o v e r e d , p r o g r e s s i v e l y s t r o n g e r c r i t e r i a came under c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n . Each c r i t e r i o n was c o n s i d e r e d on two g r o u n d s : n e c e s s i t y 

and s u f f i c i e n c y . Any c r i t e r i o n w h i c h b l o c k e d c e r t a i n a n o m a l i e s 

but a l l o w e d e i t h e r the g e n e r a t i o n o r o c c u r r e n c e of o t h e r 

anomalous s e n t e n c e s i n s u c c e s s i o n was d e f i c i e n t on the b a s i s 

o f i n s u f f i c i e n c y . T h u s , i f a c r i t e r i o n was f o u n d to be n e c e s 

s a r y but not s u f f i c i e n t i t was to be i n c l u d e d i n the t h e o r y 

but j o i n e d by o t h e r c r i t e r i a w h i c h would s t r e n g t h e n the 

t h e o r y t o w a r d a d e q u a c y . I f any c r i t e r i o n i n c l u d e d an o p e r a 

t i o n w h i c h b l o c k e d a c c e p t a b l e s e n t e n c e s , t h a t o p e r a t i o n c o u l d 

not be c o n s i d e r e d e i t h e r n e c e s s a r y or s u f f i c i e n t and was 

e x c l u d e d f r o m the t h e o r y a l t o g e t h e r . 

A b r i e f r e v i e w , e x c l u d i n g e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t ( w h i c h 

w i l l be t a k e n up l a t e r ) , w i l l b r i n g i n t o f o c u s the r e l a t i v e 

m e r i t s o f the d i f f e r e n t c r i t e r i a f o r u n a c c e p t a b i 1 i t y : 

1) S y n t a x 
a * T h e c a b i n e t r e f u s e d h i m s e l f and J o h n i s a 

d o c t o r s . 
b * J o h n e a t s a p p l e s and e a t s b a n a n a s i n t h e 

y a r d . 

2) C o m p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s 
a * H a r v e y i s a j u d g e and s e n t e n c e s m i c e t o l i f e , 
b * J o h n i s s i c k and J o h n i s i l l . 

3 ) The i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n 
a ? * S t r e s s a s s i g n m e n t i s c y c l i c and r a d i o i s n ' t 

a R u s s i a n i n v e n t i o n , 
b ? ? l r e v i e w e d my a p p l i c a t i o n and i t need s t o 

be r e v i e w e d . 
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4 ) I m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t 
a M a r l e n e has been a t D i c k f o r month s t o g e t a 

s t e a d y j o b . D i c k i s a b o u n c e r a t a c l u b . 
? * T e d i s a t o u g h guy t o o . 

b (The f r a u d u l e n t a c c o u n t s we re b u r i e d u n d e r t h e 
r u b b l e . ) The d y n a m i t e e x p l o d e d w i t h a 
t e r r i f i c c o n c u s s i o n . ? *No t r a c e was l e f t o f 
what had been a b u i l d i n g . 

In examples (1) t h r o u g h ( 4 ) , the (a) cases a r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

o f a n o m a l i e s b l o c k e d by the c r i t e r i o n w h i l e the (b) cases 

are c o n j u n c t s the c r i t e r i o n w o n ' t b l o c k . O n l y w i t h the a d d i 

t i o n to the t h e o r y of the c r i t e r i o n o f e x t e n d e d c o n t e x t does 

the t h e o r y a p p r o a c h d e s c r i p t i v e a d e q u a c y . In each o f the 

o t h e r c a s e s , a l t h o u g h many anomalous c o n j u n c t s are b l o c k e d , 

t h o s e c o n j u n c t s l e f t u n b l o c k e d s u g g e s t an a d d i t i o n to the 

t h e o r y of a h i g h e r o r more p o w e r f u l c r i t e r i o n . 

N o t i c e , h o w e v e r , t h a t w i t h r e g a r d to c o m p o s i t i o n a l 

s e m a n t i c s , t h e r e a re s e v e r a l o p e r a t i o n s w h i c h are n e i t h e r 

n e c e s s a r y or s u f f i c i e n t . For e x a m p l e , c o n s i d e r (5) and ( 6 ) : 

5) T e r m i t e s e a t wood and t e r m i t e s d o n ' t e a t c e d a r . 

6) The l a d y w a n t s t h e m e e h a n i c i and J o h n i i s o u t 
t o l u n c h . 

Whereas a c o m p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s i s e s s e n t i a l to a c o n j u n c -

t i o n grammar ( s i n c e t y p e - c r o s s i n g s l i k e (2a) c l e a r l y r e n d e r 

s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s u n a c c e p t a b l e ) , (5) and (6) i n d i c a t e t h a t 

the p r o j e c t i o n r u l e s and the d i c t i o n a r y i t s e l f i n a c o m p o s i 

t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s may a c t to b l o c k a c c e p t a b l e s e n t e n c e s . Such 

a s e m a n t i c s w o u l d t a k e (5) to be c o n t r a d i c t o r y on t h e b a s i s 
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o f a wood = c e d a r r e a d i n g and would q u e s t i o n (6) s i n c e no 

d i c t i o n a r y of the t y p e f u r n i s h e d c o u l d i n c l u d e what i s p e r 

s o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n . A l t h o u g h problems l i k e t h e s e d i s q u a l i f y 

such o p e r a t i o n s f rom i n c l u s i o n i n the t h e o r y , l i t t l e was made 

o f them a t the t ime s i n c e s u b s e q u e n t c r i t e r i a a re s u f f i c i e n t l y 

s t r o n g to e s t a b l i s h c o n n e c t i o n s between such s e n t e n c e s and 

t h e i r a n t e c e d e n t s . As p o i n t e d out on s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s , 

s e n t e n c e s may be anomalous i n more than one r e s p e c t a t the 

same t i m e . The s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h i s f a c t s h o u l d not be l o s t . 

S i n c e the t h e o r y ' s most p r e s s i n g t a s k i s to s p e c i f y the 

r e l a t i o n s between s e n t e n c e s such t h a t t h e y a r e a c c e p t a b l e to 

a r e a d e r , q u e s t i o n s of u n a c c e p t a b i 1 i t y a r i s e o n l y when t h i s 

i n t e r p r e t a t i v e p r o c e d u r e f a i l s . I t i s e s s e n t i a l , t h e r e f o r e , 

t h a t the t h e o r y be c o n s t r a i n e d from b l o c k i n g any a c c e p t a b l e 

or p o t e n t i a l l y a c c e p t a b l e s e n t e n c e a t s t a g e s as e a r l y as t h a t 

o f c o m p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s . A n o m a l i e s s h o u l d be w e l l - d e f i n e d 

a t such l e v e l s and a d d i t i o n s to the t h e o r y w e l 1 - m o t i v a t e d . 

The i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n was d i s q u a l i f i e d f rom the 

t h e o r y f o r j u s t the r e a s o n s s p e c i f i e d a b o v e . Cases l i k e 

( 3 a ) , w h i c h a r e a s s i g n e d anomaly markers because they' ; l a c k 

common t o p i c s , a r e p o t e n t i a l l y a c c e p t a b l e , g i v e n c o n t e x t . 

A l t h o u g h c o n t e x t s w h i c h a l l o w such s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s w i l l 

be r a r e , the t h e o r y must o n l y a s s i g n anomaly to cases w h i c h 

a r e c l e a r l y u n a c c e p t a b l e . O t h e r w i s e , the i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n 

a c c o u n t o f f e r e d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s w h i c h 
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were i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the r e a d i n g s t h o s e u t t e r a n c e s wou ld 

t a k e i n o r d i n a r y u s a g e . 

As I p o i n t e d out i n C h a p t e r 3, the t h i r d s e c t i o n , 

the impetus f o r d i s c o v e r i n g i d e n t i t y r e l a t i o n s stems f rom 

an e a r l i e r s e n t e n c e grammar a p p r o a c h i n w h i c h i d e n t i c a l t e r m s , 

c o - r e f e r e n c e , and anaphora were c o n s i d e r e d to be the o n l y 

i m p o r t a n t d i s c o u r s e r e l a t i o n s . A l t h o u g h l i t t l e of the d i s 

c u s s i o n i n P a r t I has been d i r e c t e d e x p l i c i t l y t o w a r d the 

i n a d e q u a c y o f a s e n t e n c e grammar a p p r o a c h f o r d i s c o u r s e , i t 

i s s e l f - e v i d e n t t h a t the arguments a g a i n s t s y n t a c t i c and 

c o m p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c adequacy and the arguments f o r p r a g m a t i c 

and c o n t e x t u a l c r i t e r i a t end to r e f u t e the argument f o r a 

s e n t e n c e grammar a p p r o a c h . More damaging than i t s d e s c r i p 

t i v e i n a d e q u a c y i s i t s c o m p l e t e f a i l u r e to e x p l a i n how 

s p e a k e r s o r d e r u t t e r a n c e s or how r e a d e r s d e c i d e t h a t u t t e r 

ances a r e a c c e p t a b l y o r d e r e d . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , P a r t I has i n c l u d e d a n a l y s e s o f f o u r 

p r i n c i p l e meaning r e l a t i o n s between s e n t e n c e s i n d i s c o u r s e : 

!7) J o h n b r o k e t h e h a n d l e . I t was t h e o n l y way 
t o g e t i n . 

?8 ) J o h n d r o p s bombs. P e t e b u i l d s B-66s. 

39) My s h o e s a r e l e a k i n g . F r a n k t h e F e n c e has 
some f o r s a l e . 

110) E v e r y o n e f o r g o t t h e m e e t i n g , N a t u r a l l y , 
J a n e was a n g r y . 
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Whether c o n j o i n e d by and o r n o r , s p e a k e r / h e a r e r s a r e a b l e to 

i n t e r p r e t s u c h s e n t e n c e p a i r s i n terms of c o n n e c t i o n s l i k e 

r e a s o n e x p l a n a t i o n s , s i m i l a r i t i e s , i n f e r e n c e s i n v i t e d , and 

consequences f o r them r e s p e c t i v e l y . Judgements o f a c c e p t 

a b i l i t y depend u n i q u e l y on such i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s and on the 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y o f the meaning r e l a t i o n i n c o n t e x t . 

There a r e , o f c o u r s e , o t h e r meaning r e l a t i o n s between 

s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s . C o n s i d e r : 

I I ) J o h n has n e v e r been known t o g e t a n g r y . Even 
when h i s dog a t e t h e p a y c h e c k he s t a y e d c o o l . 

i|>2) C h a r l e s c l a i m e d he saw J o h n a t t h e s c e n e . 
T h a t ' s a l i e . 

I'3) The c a t was c a g e d f o r t h r e e w e e k s . T r e a t i n g 
any a n i m a l t h a t way i s c r i m i n a l . 

For Oil') t h r o u g h 03;), i n s t e a d of r e c o u r s e to a t t e m p t s a t r e 

c o v e r y or r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , we f e e l t h a t t h e s e p a i r s a r e a c c e p t 

a b l e not p r i n c i p a l l y because of what i s s a i d , but because of 

what i s d o n e . These are not cases of a d v e r b i a l q u e s t i o n 

a n s w e r i n g , s i m i l a r i t y i n f e r e n c e , i n d i r e c t s t a t e m e n t i n f e r e n c e , 

or consequence r e l a t i o n s . R a t h e r , f o r (1:1) the s p e a k e r o f f e r s 

an i n s t a n c e or an example o f h i s c l a i m . For (lf2), the s p e a k e r 

c o n t r a d i c t s a n o t h e r s p e a k e r ' s c l a i m . A n d , f o r 03), the 

s p e a k e r makes a c r i t i c i s m . P a r t I I to f o l l o w t a k e s up t h i s 

t y p e of phenomena and shows t h a t both t y p e s of c o n j u n c t i o n 

r e l a t i o n s a r e c o n t i n g e n t on l a r g e r d i s c o u r s e o r d e r i n g and 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . O n l y when t h e s e two t y p e s of c r i t e r i o n a r e 
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t a k e n t o g e t h e r does an a c c o u n t of d i s c o u r s e c o n n e c t e d n e s s 

between i n d i v i d u a l u t t e r a n c e s or s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s a p p r o a c h 

a d e q u a c y . 

By l o o k i n g a t t h o s e c o n j u n c t i o n r e l a t i o n s t r e a t 

a b l e by an e x t e n d e d c o n j u n c t i o n grammar, i t was p o s s i b l e to 

s u g g e s t c e r t a i n r e v i s i o n s ( w h i c h are beyond the scope of t h i s 

s t u d y ) of p r i m i t i v e g r a m m a t i c a l n o t i o n s l i k e c o o r d i n a t i o n 

and s u b o r d i n a t i o n . These n o t i o n s , u n l i k e a u t h e n t i c p r i m i 

t i v e s , a r e a n a l y z a b l e . S u b o r d i n a t i o n , e x c e p t where i t i s 

s t r u c t u r a l l y n e c e s s a r y , as i n I t i s c e r t a i n t h a t Moby D i c k  

never swam up the Amazon, seems to depend l e s s on t h e l o g i c a l 

s t a t u s of embedded c l a u s e s t h a n on whether the i n f o r m a t i o n 

i n the c l a u s e i s a l r e a d y known to the a u d i e n c e . C l a u s a l 

c o o r d i n a t i o n , on the o t h e r h a n d , seems to be an o p t i o n a l 

o p e r a t i o n : whereas s u b o r d i n a t i o n i s e s s e n t i a l i n o r d e r to 

a v o i d c o n f u s i o n i n the minds o f the a u d i e n c e ( s u b o r d i n a t i n g 

m a t e r i a l p r o h i b i t s the a u d i e n c e from t a k i n g a s t a t e m e n t to 

mean more t h a n i t w o u l d i f i t were a s s e r t e d a g a i n ) , c o o r d i n a 

t i o n seems to be a m a t t e r o f o u t p u t ( w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of 

c o n j u n c t i o n s w i t h but i n i t s c o m p a r a t i v e s e n s e : b o i 1 i ng  

w a t e r i s hot but b o i l i n g i r o n i s h o t t e r ) . W i t h the e x c e p 

t i o n of s t r u c t u r e s l i k e s i n c e a d v e r b i a l c l a u s e s , • c o n c e s s i v e s , 

and c o n d i t i o n a l s ( o r t h o s e c o n t a i n i n g s e n t e n t i a l p r e d i c a t e s 

l i k e c a u s e ) , s u b o r d i n a t e and c o o r d i n a t e c l a u s e c o n s t r u c t i o n s 

may o c c u r i n d i s c o u r s e i n s e p a r a t e s e n t e n c e f o r m . T h i s 
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s e p a r a b i l i t y i n d i s c o u r s e , where l a n g u a g e u s e r s a re a b l e to 

u n d e r s t a n d r e l a t i o n s between s e n t e n c e s when t h e y a r e not 

s y n t a c t i c a l l y c o n n e c t e d , means t h a t a t h e o r y o f d i s c o u r s e 

c o n j u n c t i o n must be a t base a s e m a n t i c and p r a g m a t i c t h e o r y . 

P a r t I has a l s o t r i e d to show t h a t r e v i s i o n of c e r 

t a i n s y n t a c t i c p o s i t i o n s i s e s s e n t i a l , i n l i g h t o f the need 

to i n c l u d e s e m a n t i c and p r a g m a t i c examples i n the c o r p u s a 

grammar of a l a n g u a g e s h o u l d be e x p e c t e d to d e s c r i b e . E s s e n 

t i a l l y s e m a n t i c o p e r a t i o n s l i k e p r e s u p p o s i t i o n , d e d u c t i o n , 

and r e c o v e r y , a l o n g w i t h p r a g m a t i c o p e r a t i o n s l i k e r e c o n 

s t r u c t i o n based on g l o b a l and c o n t e x t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n , a r e 

n e c e s s a r y f o r p r o c e s s i n g o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g s e n t e n c e s i n c o n 

t e x t . A l t h o u g h a c o m p o s i t i o n a l s e m a n t i c s can. e s t a b l i s h 

a m b i g u i t y and t y p e c r o s s i n g s f o r s e n t e n c e s i n i s o l a t i o n , i t 

i s f a r too e c o n o m i c a l to be of use i n e s t a b l i s h i n g a c c e p t 

a b i l i t y i n c o n t e x t . In c e r t a i n cases ( l i k e Men who w r i t e  

ads b e l i e v e the p u b l i c i s i l l i t e r a t e ) knowledge of the w o r l d 

or e x p e c t a t i o n s about the w o r l d a r e n e c e s s a r y to a r r i v e a t 

what a l a n g u a g e u s e r u n d e r s t a n d s by an u t t e r a n c e ( t o i n t e r 

p r e t "Ad-men t a k e a d v a n t a g e of the p u b l i c " i n s t e a d of "Ad-men 

t r y to e d u c a t e as w e l l as s e l l " or s o m e t h i n g s i m i l a r ) . 

L i k e w i s e , c e r t a i n s e n t e n c e s must remain ambiguous 

u n t i l c o n t e x t i s a p p l i e d i n t h e i r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . T h u s , 

i n t u i t i o n s l i k e w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s , a c c e p t a b i l i t y i n i m m e d i a t e 

c o n t e x t , and c o n n e c t e d n e s s i n d i s c o u r s e c o n t e x t a re a l l 
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c o n t i n g e n t on the r e a d e r ' s a b i l i t y to i n t e r p r e t s e n t e n c e s . 

In P a r t I I , a l o n g p a r a l l e l l i n e s , judgements o f p e r f o r m a t i v e 

s u c c e s s and the l a r g e r judgements on w h i c h t h e s e a r e b u i l t 

a r e dependent on the u p t a k e e o f f o r c e . In both c a s e s , p r o 

c e s s i n g o p e r a t i o n s form the b a s i s f o r j u d g e m e n t . T h u s , P a r t 

I I w i l l c o n t i n u e to emphas ize the means by w h i c h r e a d e r s 

u n d e r s t a n d s e n t e n c e s ™ c o n t e x t . 



PART II 



INTRODUCTION 

The Argument 

P a r t I I d i r e c t l y c o n c e r n s the s t r u c t u r e o f " e x p o s i 

t o r y " speech a c t i o n i n d i s c u r s i v e w r i t t e n p r o s e . " E x p o s i t o r y " 

was the term used by A u s t i n to d i f f e r e n t i a t e the t y p e o f 

speech a c t i o n w h i c h makes p l a i n "how our u t t e r a n c e s f i t i n t o 

the c o u r s e o f an argument o r c o n v e r s a t i o n , " 1 and w h i c h i s 

" u s e d i n a c t s o f e x p o s i t i o n i n v o l v i n g the e x p o u n d i n g of v i e w s , 

the c o n d u c t i n g o f a r g u m e n t s , and the c l a r i f y i n g o f usages 

and o f r e f e r e n c e s . " W h i l e s p e a k e r s employ the o t h e r t y p e s 

o f speech a c t i o n i d e n t i f i e d by A u s t i n , b e h a b i t i v e s , commis

s i v e s , v e r d i c t i v e s , and e x e r c i t i v e s , e x p o s i t i v e s a re the 
3 

t y p e most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y f o u n d i n w r i t t e n d i s c o u r s e . 

Many l i n g u i s t s have r e c o g n i z e d t h a t what a l a n g u a g e 

u s e r p r o d u c e s i n p r i n t i s s u b j e c t to more s t r i c t o r f o r m a l 
4 

l i n g u i s t i c c o n v e n t i o n s t h a n what he p r o d u c e s o r a l l y ; an 

a u d i e n c e i s u s u a l l y a b l e to r e c o g n i z e w r i t t e n l a n g u a g e as 

s u c h , even when i t i s r e a d w i t h the i n t o n a t i o n g i v e n spoken 
or c o n v e r s a t i o n a l s p e e c h . In l a r g e p a r t , t h i s r e c o g n i t i o n 
i s due to the f a c t t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n must be made more e x p l i c i t 

5 
i n w r i t i n g than i n s p e a k i n g , as w e l l as to the f a c t t h a t 
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i n g e n e r a l w r i t e r s a re more f o r m a l l y r e s t r i c t e d to e x p o s i t o r y 

a c t s ( a r g u i n g , a d m i t t i n g , i l l u s t r a t i n g , p r o v i n g , r e f u t i n g , 

e t c . ) t h a n s p e a k e r s a r e . 

Taken as a w h o l e , P a r t I I p r e s e n t s a v a r i e t y o f 

e v i d e n c e f o r the e x i s t e n c e o f an u n d e r l y i n g d i s c o u r s e o r g a n i 

z a t i o n , w h i c h I argue must be d e s c r i b e d a l o n g the l i n e s o f 

p e r f o r m a n c e t h e o r y . S i n c e no u t t e r a n c e i n a d i s c o u r s e i s 

i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r i l y e m p t y , i n d i v i d u a l t e x t s w i l l be s u c c e s s f u l 

or not d e p e n d i n g on whether t h e i r u t t e r a n c e s a r e o r g a n i z e d 

a t the p e r f o r m a t i v e l e v e l . The degree to w h i c h t h e y are 

s u c c e s s f u l must depend on how u n a m b i g u o u s l y t h e i r u t t e r a n c e s 

r e f l e c t t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n . In s h o r t , speech a c t i o n s i n d i s 

c o u r s e do not o c c u r i n random o r d e r or w i t h random p r o p o s i -

t i o n a l c o n t e n t ; t h e y a r e s u b j e c t to both e x p o s i t o r y and d i s 

c o u r s e c o n s t r a i n t s , a p a r t from the t y p i c a l c o n s t r a i n t s t h a t 

a p p l y to a l l speech a c t i o n s . 

An e f f e c t i v e method of e l u c i d a t i n g d i s c o u r s e o r g a n i 

z a t i o n a t the p e r f o r m a t i v e l e v e l i s t o d e m o n s t r a t e the many 

e r r o r s t h a t s p e a k e r s must be a b l e to a v o i d i n the p e r f o r m a n c e 

o f d i s c o u r s e e x p o s i t o r y a c t s . By e s t a b l i s h i n g the v a r i o u s 

ways i n w h i c h some l i n g u i s t i c o b j e c t may be permuted and 

be d e v i a n t as a r e s u i l t , the e x t e n t o f c o n t i n g e n t s t r u c t u r e 

p r e s e n t can be d e t e r m i n e d , as w e l l as the c o n d i t i o n s t h a t 

have to be met and the c o n s t r a i n t s t h a t must a p p l y b e f o r e the 

s t r u c t u r e i s a c c e p t a b l e . C o n s e q u e n t l y , the l a s t t h r e e 
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c h a p t e r s o f P a r t I I a re each c o n c e r n e d w i t h a p a r t i c u l a r c l a s s 

o f e x p o s i t o r y e r r o r . A n d , w h i l e they do not e x p l i c i t l y d e a l 

w i t h a s p e a k e r ' s i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n of the a b i l i t y to o r g a n i z e 

d i s c o u r s e i n such a way as to a v o i d t h e s e e r r o r s , t h e y do 

i m p l i c i t l y d e f e n d the t h e s i s t h a t a s p e a k e r must a c q u i r e 

the a b i l i t y to r e c o g n i z e and a v o i d such e r r o r s . The s p e a k e r 

must have i n t e r n a l i z e d r u l e s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h such c o n s t r a i n t s 

i n o r d e r to p r o d u c e o r d e r e d d i s c o u r s e s i n the f i r s t p l a c e . 

A l t h o u g h the aim of P a r t I I i s to e x p l o r e the e x t e n t 

to w h i c h e x p o s i t o r y c o n s i d e r a t i o n s c o n t r i b u t e to a c c e p t a b i l i t y 

i n t u i t i o n s about d i s c o u r s e , a t i r r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s p o i n t s 

a r e made i n s u p p o r t o f t h r e e r e l a t e d h y p o t h e s e s . These a r e : 

a ) 7 I I o c u t i o n a r y b e h a v i o r i s u n d e r t a k e n a t 
t h e l e v e l o f d i s c o u r s e , i . e . , some e x p o s i 
t i v e a c t i o n s t a k e e n t i r e d i s c o u r s e s as t h e i r 
u t t e r a n e e ; 

b) w i t h i n a g i v e n d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n , t h e p e r f o r 
mance o f c e r t a i n o t h e r a c t i o n s i s o b l i g a t o r y ; 
a n d , 

c ) . c o n j u n c t i o n r e l a t i o n s a r e c o n s t r a i n e d i n 
d i s c o u r s e a l o n g t h e l i n e s o f p e r f o r m a n c e . 

W h i l e s i n g l e u t t e r a n c e s are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y t r e a t e d as 

h a v i n g f o r c e , I show t h a t t h e r e a r e m o t i v a t e d r e a s o n s f o r 

t r e a t i n g l a n g u a g e u n i t s as l a r g e as d i s c o u r s e t e x t s as h a v i n g 

f o r c e i n d e p e n d e n t o f t h e i r u t t e r a n c e s . S p e a k e r s may i n t e n d 

e n t i r e d i s c o u r s e s to be t a k e n as arguments f o r , e x p l a n a t i o n s 

o f , d e s c r i p t i o n s o f , d i s c u s s i o n s o f , a n a l y s e s o f , o r even 

a b s t r a c t s o f some p o s i t i o n , to name a few of t h e s e . In t h i s 
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way , the n o t i o n of " u t t e r a n c e " i t s e l f i s e x t e n d e d beyond 

s e n t e n t i a l b o u n d a r i e s ; n o t i c e the s i m i l a r i t y between t h i s 

p o s i t i o n and t h a t t a k e n by H a r r i s : " A l l o c c u r r e n c e s o f 

l a n g u a g e a r e d i s c o u r s e s , each b e i n g s e g m e n t a b l e i n t o s t r e t c h e s 

of sound whose s t r u c t u r e can be c h a r a c t e r i z e d as some c o n n e c t e d 

segment o f a s e n t e n c e . " Where such e x p o s i t o r y n o m i n a l s as 

argument and e x p l a n a t i o n do not r e f e r to arguments and e x p l a n 

a t i o n s made w i t h i n d i s c o u r s e , they a r e o f t e n used to r e f e r 

to the s t a t u s of the d i s c o u r s e i t s e l f . Examples a r e " T h i s 

argument has now moved toward i t s s t r o n g e s t e v i d e n c e " and 

" T h i s e x p l a n a t i o n was d e v e l o p e d f rom r e s e a r c h done a t H a r v a r d . " 

C o n c e r n i n g the second h y p o t h e s i s , I p r o c e e d on the 

b a s i s o f n e c e s s a r y c o n d i t i o n s f o r a d i s c o u r s e l e v e l a c t i o n 

to be s u c c e s s f u l . In d i s c o u r s e s i n w h i c h someone i s a r g u i n g 

f o r s o m e t h i n g , the g i v i n g o f r e a s o n s i s an empty a c t i o n 

w i t h o u t the p r i o r i n t r o d u c t i o n o f some c l a i m to be a r g u e d . 

C o r r e s p o n d i n g l y , the a c t i o n o f c l a i m i n g s o m e t h i n g w i t h o u t 

s u b s e q u e n t r e a s o n s b e i n g g i v e n i s not by i t s e l f an a r g u m e n t . 

T h u s , the a c t i o n s of c l a i m i n g and g i v i n g r e a s o n s become 

mandatory f o r the l a r g e r e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n of a r g u i n g . 

O p t i o n a l a c t i o n s f o r d i s c o u r s e arguments would i n c l u d e the 

making of d i s t i n c t i o n s , the g i v i n g of e x a m p l e s , a d m i t t i n g , 

o b j e c t i n g , s u g g e s t i n g , e t c . ( h o w e v e r , note t h a t i n some 

arguments the making of d i s t i n c t i o n s m i g h t be c o n s i d e r e d 

e s s e n t i a l ) . 
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Of equa l i m p o r t a n c e , i n the c h a p t e r on f o r c e i n c o r 

p o r a t i o n e r r o r s , I p r e s e n t m a t e r i a l h a v i n g to do w i t h c o n 

j u n c t i o n and s u b o r d i n a t i o n and h y p o t h e s i s (c ) i n g e n e r a l . 

W h i l e s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s t u d i e s i n the p a s t commonly have 

been c o n j u n c t i o n s t u d i e s , t h i s m a t e r i a l d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t 

e x p l i c i t c o n j u n c t i o n and s u b o r d i n a t i o n m a r k e r s between s e n 

t e n c e s ( o r i m p l i c i t r e l a t i o n s ) must be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h and 

a p p l i e d i n such a way as not to a l t e r the f o r c e of the u t t e r 

ances between w h i c h they o p e r a t e . T h u s , a l t h o u g h I acknow

l e d g e t h a t s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s may be t a k e n as c o n s t r a i n e d 

a t a c o n j u n c t i o n l e v e l , I argue t h a t such c o n t e n t c o n s t r a i n t s 

a r e con s i s t e n t w i t h the o r g a n i z a t i o n o f u t t e r a n c e f o r c e . 

P e r f o r m a n c e Theory and G r a m m a t i c a l R e s e a r c h 

A l t h o u g h p h i l o s o p h i c a l e f f o r t s i n r e c e n t y e a r s have 

p r o d u c e d s i g n i f i c a n t and i n t e r e s t i n g i n s i g h t s i n t o p e r f o r 

mance ,^ such r e s u l t s o f t e n l o s e much i n t e r e s t when t r a n s l a t e d 

i n t o l i n g u i s t i c t e r m s . Such p h r a s e s as s i n c e r i t y c o n d i t i o n 

and i l l o c u t i o n a r y m i s f i r e , w h i l e a p p e a r i n g i n both l i n g u i s t i c 

and p h i l o s o p h i c a l s t u d i e s , may v a r y i n d e s i g n a t i o n c o n s i d e r 

a b l y , a c c o r d i n g to the d e s i g n s of the r e s e a r c h i n w h i c h t h e y 

a p p e a r . What may be i m p o r t a n t f o r l i n g u i s t i c t h e o r y may be 

even t r i v i a l f o r p h i l o s o p h i c a l q u e s t i o n s . In s h o r t , the 

two a p p r o a c h e s a r e d i s t i n c t ; t h e a c t o f p r o m i s i n g , or 
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o b l i g i n g o n e s e l f p e r h a p s , i s i m p o r t a n t f o r p h i l o s o p h y but 

u n e x c e p t i o n a l f o r l i n g u i s t i c s . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , the i s s u e s d i s c u s s e d i n P a r t I I , 

a l t h o u g h h a v i n g to do d i r e c t l y w i t h p e r f o r m a n c e t h e o r y , a re 

p e c u l i a r l y l i n g u i s t i c . A n d , w h i l e moving a c r o s s p h i l o s o p h i c a l 

t e r r i t o r y , the d i s c u s s i o n w i l l n e c e s s a r i l y i g n o r e c e r t a i n 

t h e s e s of d e f i n i t e p h i l o s o p h i c a l i n t e r e s t . For e x a m p l e , 

t a k i n g a w e l l - k n o w n c a s e , i f one e x c l u d e s t h o s e a c t s l i k e 

p r o m i s i n g i n w h i c h the a c t needs the e x p l i c i t a p p e a r a n c e of 
o 

a p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b , A u s t i n ' s e x p l i c i t f o r c e t h e s i s a c c o u n t s 

o n l y f o r a s i n g l e a b i l i t y o f a s p e a k e r . T h i s t h e s i s r e g i s t e r s 

how the s p e a k e r i s a b l e to i d e n t i f y a p a s t a c t i o n when he i s 

a s k e d to do s o . However , f rom a l i n g u i s t i c p o i n t o f v i e w , 

s p e a k e r s t y p i c a l l y a r e more i n t e r e s t e d i n p e r f o r m i n g a c e r t a i n 

a c t i o n t h a n w i t h i n t r o d u c i n g t h e i r own b e h a v i o r . What i s 

i m p o r t a n t here i s the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c b e h a v i o r o f s p e a k e r s and 

t h e i r a u d i e n c e s ; s p e a k e r s t y p i c a l l y do not i n t r o d u c e t h e i r 

a c t i o n s , and a u d i e n c e s r a r e l y need to ask them to do so f o r a 

p a s t a c t i o n . What an a u d i e n c e uses to r e c o g n i z e w h i c h a c t i o n 

i s a t s t a k e , i n s p i t e o f the l a c k of e x p l i c i t i n t r o d u c t i o n s , 

i s the c r u c i a l l i n g u i s t i c o b j e c t o f d e s c r i p t i o n . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e r e are a t l e a s t two e s s e n t i a l 

o b s e r v a t i o n s to be s a l v a g e d f o r l i n g u i s t i c t h e o r y f rom the 

r u b r i c o f p h i l o s o p h i c a l r e s e a r c h . The f i r s t i s t h a t to u t t e r 

c e r t a i n words o r s e n t e n c e s under c e r t a i n c i r c u m s t a n c e s i s t o 
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p e r f o r m a c t i o n s , r a t h e r t h a n s i m p l y to say s o m e t h i n g w h i c h 

i s t r u e o r f a l s e . When u t t e r e d i n such c i r c u m s t a n c e s , a 

s t a t e m e n t i s t a k e n to have f o r c e r a t h e r than a t r u t h v a l u e 

o n l y . L i k e o t h e r l a n g u a g e phenomena, f o r c e o r i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y 

a c t i o n i s c o n v e n t i o n b a s e d , and r u l e s f o r the s u c c e s s f u l use 

o f u t t e r a n c e s to a c h i e v e c e r t a i n f o r c e a r e a v a i l a b l e to the 

s p e a k e r f rom the speech c o m m u n i t y . A l t h o u g h the s p e a k e r 

i s f r e e to choose between ways i n w h i c h he w i l l p e r f o r m the 

a c t i o n i n t e n d e d , a l l normal u t t e r a n c e s o f a l a n g u a g e have 

some i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y f o r c e , a f a c t w h i c h r e n d e r s s u c c e s s f u l 

speech as much a m a t t e r of the s p e a k e r ' s i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n of 

p e r f o r m a n c e r u l e s as o f g r a m m a t i c a l r u l e s . 

The second o b s e r v a t i o n i s t h a t d i f f e r e n t u t t e r a n c e s 

may be used by a s p e a k e r to p e r f o r m the same a c t , and t h a t 

d i f f e r e n t a c t s may be p e r f o r m e d by u s i n g the same u t t e r a n c e . 

T h i s c o m p o s i t e o b s e r v a t i o n r e f l e c t s t h e f a c t t h a t c o n v e n t i o n s 

of c o m m u n i c a t i o n e x i s t such t h a t an a u d i e n c e ' s a t t e n t i o n to 

t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s around w h i c h s o m e t h i n g i s u t t e r e d i s n e c e s 

s a r y f o r u p t a k e o f the s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n d e d f o r c e . Such c i r 

cumstances have the utmost i m p o r t a n c e f o r perf-orma-nee t h e o r y 

as t h e y d e t e r m i n e , a l o n g w i t h p r o p o s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t , w h e t h e r 

an a c t i s f e l i c i t o u s o r n o t . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h i s a r e a more 

t h a n any o t h e r i s t h e f o c u s o f d i s p u t e and c o n f l i c t i n g c l a i m s . 

T h i s s t u d y w i l l a t t e m p t to a v o i d the c o n t r o v e r s y s u r r o u n d i n g 

the c o n d i t i o n s n e c e s s a r y (or w h i c h c o n d i t i o n s are n e c e s s a r y ) 
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to t h e s u c c e s s o f the o t h e r t y p e s o f speech a c t i o n , and d e v o t e 

i t s e l f e n t i r e l y to the e x i g e n c i e s o f the e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n . 

In d o i n g s o , h o w e v e r , i t c o n f r o n t s s q u a r e l y one of the most 

g r e y a r e a s o f p e r f o r m a n c e t h e o r y , the ax iom t h a t p e r f o r m a t i v e 

u t t e r a n c e s a r e not t r u e or f a l s e . 

A p a r t from s a v i n g the two o b s e r v a t i o n s a b o v e , P a r t 

I I w i l l a l s o a t t e m p t to s p e c i f y as p r e p a r a t o r y c o n d i t i o n s o n l y 

t h o s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h i c h a r e n e c e s s a r y to the s u c c e s s f u l 

p e r f o r m a n c e of an a c t . Some o f the c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t s u r r o u n d 

the normal p e r f o r m a n c e of a speech a c t i o n can be m i s t a k e n f o r 

e s s e n t i a l c o n d i t i o n s f o r i t s s u c c e s s . For e x a m p l e , whether 

a s p e a k e r s i n c e r e l y i n t e n d s to meet the o b l i g a t i o n o f h i s 

p r o m i s e i s i r r e l e v a n t to t h e c o n v e n t i o n s he has to r e l y on to 

make one ( i . e . , he may be l y i n g but he s t i l l makes a p r o m i s e ) . 

In a d d i t i o n , someone can r e q u e s t s u c c e s s f u l l y w i t h o u t assuming 

t h a t h i s a u d i e n c e would be w i l l i n g to do the a c t i n q u e s t i o n . 

In s h o r t , even i f an a c t i o n i s empty ( l i k e l y i n g o r a s k i n g 

t h a t a door be s h u t when i t i s a l r e a d y c l o s e d ) , an a u d i e n c e 

can s t i l l s e c u r e u p t a k e of u t t e r a n c e f o r c e . T h u s , t h i s 

s t u d y w i l l t r y to m a i n t a i n the f u r t h e r d i s t i n c t i o n between 

c o n d i t i o n s n e c e s s a r y f o r s u c c e s s and c o n d i t i o n s n e c e s s a r y 

f o r u p t a k e . T h i s l a s t i s a c r u c i a l d i s t i n c t i o n , as I s h a l l 

show, s i n c e many e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s are p e r f o r m e d o b l i q u e l y ; 

t h e i r u t t e r a n c e s i n d i s c o u r s e are s i m p l e s t a t e m e n t s o r r e p o r t s , 

c a u s i n g p o t e n t i a l f o r c e a m b i g u i t y . 
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FOOTNOTES 

1. J . L . A u s t i n , How to Do Things with Words ( O x f o r d , 1 9 6 5 ) , 
p . 151 . 

2 . Ibid., p . 160. 

3 . However , n o t i c e t h a t o t h e r t y p e s may appear i n d i s c o u r s e 
and t h a t e x p o s i t o r y a c t s o f t e n bear many s i m i l a r 
i t i e s to p a r t i c u l a r a c t s i n the o t h e r c l a s s e s of 
speech a c t i o n . A t h e o r y of d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n i s 
not n e c e s s a r i l y j u s t a t h e o r y of e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n . 

4 . A l t h o u g h examples of t h i s g e n e r a l i z a t i o n are numerous , 
see Sumner I v e s , " L i n g u i s t i c s i n the C l a s s r o o m , " 
College English 17 ( D e c , 1 9 5 5 ) , p . 167 , f o r a 
t y p i c a l e x p r e s s i o n ( i n a t y p i c a l c o n t e x t ) o f t h i s 
p r i n c i p l e . 

5 . N o t i c e t h a t a s t a t e m e n t o f t h i s t y p e , w h i c h makes a 
g e n e r a l i z a t i o n about w r i t t e n l a n g u a g e u s e , i s not 
e x p r e s s e d or i n t e n d e d to be u n d e r s t o o d as a r u l e . 
R a t h e r , i t i s a c o n v e n t i o n of l a n g u a g e use (and 
c e r t a i n l y an i m p o r t a n t one) and must be t a k e n i n t o 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n , a l o n g w i t h o t h e r s i m i l a r c o n v e n t i o n s , 
i n any d e s c r i p t i o n o f d i s c o u r s e l a n g u a g e b e h a v i o r . 
For an i m p o r t a n t d i s c u s s i o n of c o n v e n t i o n s and 
t h e i r i m p o r t a n c e f o r l i n g u i s t i c d e s c r i p t i o n see 
D a v i d L e w i s , Convention: A Philosophical Study 
(1 969) . 

6 . Z . H a r r i s , Mathematical Structures of Language ( 1 9 6 8 ) , 
p . 10 . 

7. Many of t h e s e s t u d i e s a r e beyond the scope of t h i s work 
and have to do s p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h the p l a c e of a 
t h e o r y o f speech a c t i o n i n a l a r g e r t h e o r y o f 
m e a n i n g . P h i l o s o p h i c a l t r e a t m e n t s i n g e n e r a l , 
h o w e v e r , u t i l i z e terms and d i s t i n c t i o n s w h i c h must 
c o n t i n u a l l y be r e d e f i n e d f o r l i n g u i s t i c t r e a t m e n t s . 
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8. For an e x p l a n a t i o n of t h i s t h e s i s and i t s r e l a t i o n to 
h i s " p e r f o r m a t i v e t h e s i s , " see Mats F u r b e r g , 
Saying and Meaning ( O x f o r d , 1 9 7 1 ) , p . 192 . 



C h a p t e r 6 

EXPOSITORY NOMINALS AND ILLOCUTIONARY STATUS 

S u c c e s s i v e S e n t e n c e R e l a t i o n s : C o n t e n t and P e r f o r m a n c e 

In the C o n c l u s i o n to P a r t I , a b r i e f argument was 

made a g a i n s t t h e adequacy o f c o n t e n t to a c c o u n t f o r a l l 

meaning r e l a t i o n s between s e n t e n c e s . T h i s argument i s r e p 

r e s e n t e d by (a) below but i s not as e l e m e n t a r y o r p r i m a 

f a c i e as (a) m i g h t l e a d one to b e l i e v e . In f a c t , w h i l e (5) 

t h r o u g h (7) i n the C o n c l u s i o n were examples o f e x p o s i t o r y 

a c t i o n s l i k e o f f e r i n g , c o n t r a d i c t i n g , and c r i t i c i z i n g r e 

s p e c t i v e l y , such a c t i o n s w o u l d a l s o i n c l u d e c o n c l u d i n g and 

e x p l a i n i n g , r a i s i n g the q u e s t i o n of w h e t h e r p e r f o r m a n c e or 

c o n t e n t i s p r i m e i n such c a s e s . Do m a r k e r s l i k e £ 0 , t h u s , 

t h e r e f o r e , and because e x i s t to show the f o r c e o f c o n c l u d i n g 

and e x p l a i n i n g , or a r e e t h e a c t s o f c o n c l u d i n g and e x p l a i n i n g 

m e r e l y i n c i d e n t a l to t h e c o n t e n t r e l a t i o n s between s u c c e s s i v e 

s e n t e n c e s ? T h u s , a l t h o u g h (a) a p p e a r s to be the s i m p l e s t o f 

the cases b e l o w , i t i s i n f a c t complex and forms the s u b j e c t 

m a t t e r o f C h a p t e r 9 to f o l l o w . 

1 63 
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A more c o m p l e t e i n a d e q u a c y argument a g a i n s t c o n t e n t 

c o u l d t a k e s e v e r a l complementary l i n e s : 

a) no d i r e c t p r o v i s i o n i s made by P a r t I f o r 
d i s c o u r s e r e l a t i o n s in w h i c h s p e e c h a c t i o n s 
a r e u n d e r t a k e n ; 

b) c o n t e n t a n a l y s i s i n a c c u r a t e l y p r e d i c t s t h a t 
i f m e a n i n g r e l a t i o n s c an be d i s c o v e r e d 
b e t w e e n s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s , t h e n t h e d i s 
c o u r s e wi I I be a c c e p t a b l e ; 

c ) i t i n a c c u r a t e l y p r e d i c t s t h a t i f m e a n i n g 
r e l a t i o n s c a n n o t be d i s c o v e r e d , t h e n t h e 
d i s c o u r s e w i l l be u n a c c e p t a b l e ; 

d) i t i n a c c u r a t e l y p r e d i c t s t h a t i f c o n t e n t i s 
t h e c h i e f c r i t e r i o n f o r c o n t i n u i t y , t h e n 
e x p o s i t o r y a c t s i n d i s c o u r s e may o c c u r i n 
any o r d e r - w i t h o u t a f f e c t i n g a c c e p t a b i l i t y ; and 

e) i t p r e d i c t s t h a t d <il seo-u n s e s s w h lit c h h s ha r e common 
t o p i c s o r t hemes w i l l t o l e r a t e l a r g e d e g r e e s 
o f r e o r d e r i n g , p r o v i d e d no c o n t e n t r e l a t i o n s 
( o f t h e t y p e s p e c i f i e d i n P a r t I) a r e 
d e s t r o y e d . 

In e f f e c t , t h e n , (a) t h r o u g h (e) may be g e n e r a l i z e d as ( f ) : 

f ) c o n t e n t , w h e t h e r m e a n i n g r e l a t i o n s , s h a r e d 
t o p i c s , o r s h a r e d t h e m e s , i s n o t a s u f f i -
e i 'en t o c d h d i t> homo t o ti j d fcsc-ou isseoeori t i n u y t y >. and 
t h u s n o t s u f f i c i e n t f o r j u d g e m e n t s o f d i s 
c o u r s e a c c e p t a b i I i t y . 

B e g i n n i n g w i t h ( c ) , the c o n v e r s e o f ( b ) , c o n s i d e r 

t h e f o l l o w i n g : 

I) P r a c t i c a l f e a s i b i l i t y i s a n o t h e r m a t t e r , n o t 
d i r e c t l y i n q u e s t i o n h e r e . The a n t e c e d e n t 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i s so r o u g h and t e n t a t i v e t h a t 
t h e d e c i s i o n s t o be made a r e many, i n t r i c a t e , 
and c o n s e q u e n t i a l . And i n a d v e r t e n t v i o l a t i o n 
o f one o f t h e s y n t a c t i c o r s e m a n t i c r e q u i r e m e n t s 
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can e a s i l y r e s u l t i n a n o n - n o t a t i o n a I l a n g u a g e 
o r a s y s t e m t h a t i s no l a n g u a g e a t a l l . B o l d 
and i n t e l l i g e n t s y s t e m a t i z a t i o n i s c a l l e d f o r , 
a l o n g w i t h a good d e a l o f c a r e . 

( N e l s o n Goodman, Languages 
of Art, 1968) 

Of the f o u r s e n t e n c e s h e r e , w h i c h i n f a c t form a p a r a g r a p h , 

none a r e r e c o g n i z a b l y r e l a t e d t h r o u g h c o n t e n t to any o t h e r . 

T h i s d i s c o u r s e s h o u l d not be a c c e p t a b l e t h e r e f o r e , but i t i s . 

Each s e n t e n c e r e f e r s to m a t e r i a l a n t e c e d e n t to the p a r a g r a p h 

i n w h i c h i t a p p e a r s , and n o m i n a l s l i k e q u e s t i o n , c l a s s i f i c a  

t i o n , and r e q u i r e m e n t s r e f e r not to c o n t e x t u a l c o n t e n t but to 

c o n t e x t u a l speech a c t i o n . 

L i k e w i s e , c o n s i d e r (2) as a t r i v i a l but t e l l i n g case 

a g a i n s t h y p o t h e s i s (b) a b o v e : 

2 ) a U n e m p l o y m e n t i s g e t t i n g t o be a r e a l p r o b l e m . 
F o r i n s t a n c e , 4 5 0 , 0 0 0 r e c e i v e d no p a y c h e c k 
l a s t m o n t h . A d m i t t e d l y , t h e p r o s p e c t s a r e 
l o o k i n g b e t t e r , b u t i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a t i o n 
w i l l more t h a n make up t h e g a i n . I ' v e come 
t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t s t r o n g m e a s u r e s a r e 
i n o rd e r . 

b * * U n e m p I o y m e n t i s g e t t i n g t o be a r e a l p r o b l e m . 
F o r e x a m p l e , o v e r p o p u l a t i o n i s a r e a l p r o b l e m . 
A d m i t t e d l y , o v e r d o i n g a n y t h i n g , l i k e o v e r -
e x e r c i s i n g , c an be d a n g e r o u s . I ' v e come t o 
t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t e x e r c i s e has d i s a d v a n t a g e s . 

N o t i c e t h a t w h i l e (2b) i n c l u d e s f o u r s e n t e n c e s , each of w h i c h 

t a k e s up a theme o f i t s a n t e c e d e n t , t h e o v e r a l l d i s c o u r s e i s 

u n a c c e p t a b l e . In f a c t , i t appears to f a i l not because of 

l a c k of common t o p i c s , but because w i t h o u t a p p r o p r i a t e p r o -

p o s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t , a c t i o n s l i k e g i v i n g e x p l a n a t i o n s and 
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examples c a n n o t be s u c c e s s f u l . (2b) does not i n c l u d e s u c c e s s  

f u l cases of an e x a m p l e , an a d m i s s i o n , or a c o n c l u s i o n , even 

though t h e s e u t t e r a n c e s a r e e x p l i c i t l y marked f o r such f o r c e . 

A l s o , a l t h o u g h each of the s e n t e n c e s i n (2a) i s on t h e t o p i c 

o f unemployment , c o n t r a s t i t w i t h (2c) f o r the r o l e i n c o n 

t i n u i t y judgements t h a t f o r c e h a s : 

2) c U n e m p l o y m e n t i s g e t t i n g t o be a r e a l p r o b l e m . 
450., 000tr.pe.ee i ved no p a y c h e c k l a s t m o n t h . The 
p r o s p e c t s a r e l o o k i n g b e t t e r , b u t i n c r e a s i n g 
p o p u l a t i o n w i l l more t h a n make up t h e g a i n . 
S t r o n g m e a s u r e s a r e i n o r d e r . 

L o o k i n g o n l y a t the f i r s t two s e n t e n c e s of (2c) f r o m the c o n 

t e n t p o i n t o f v i e w , d i f f e r e n t r e l a t i o n s are p o s s i b l e ( r e a s o n 

a d v e r b i a l and i n f e r e n c e c o n j u n c t i o n ) , p o s i n g the q u e s t i o n of 

a m b i g u i t y . 

C o n c e r n i n g (d) and i t s complement ( e ) , w h i l e many 

t e x t s a r e l i k e (3) below i n a l l o w i n g r e o r d e r i n g , most t e x t s 

a r e l i k e (4) and ( 5 ) : 

3) B u t i n s c i e n c e f i c t i o n f i l m s , u n l i k e h o r r o r 
f i l m s , t h e r e i s n o t much h o r r o r . S u s p e n s e , 
s h o c k s , s u r p r i s e s a r e . m o s t l y a b j u r e d i n 
f a v o r o f a s t e a d y , i n e x o r a b l e p l o t . S c i e n c e 
f i c t t © i n n f i l m s i n v i t e a d i s p a s s i o n a t e , 
a e s t h e t i c v i e w o f d e s t r u c t i o n and v i o l e n c e - -
a t e c h n o Iog i ca I v i e w . T h i n g s , o b j e c t s , 
m a c h i n e r y p l a y a m a j o r r o l e i n t h e s e f i l m s . 

(Susan S o n t a g , "The I m a g i n a t i o n of 
D i s a s t e r , " Against I n t e r p r e t a t i o n , 
1 969) 

4) a G e o r g e h a t e s t o b a t h e h i s d o g . The m o n g r e l o n c e 
- b i t h im d u r i n g a b a t h . I t ' s e a s y t o t e l l when 
t h i s t a s k i s d u e . G e o r g e b e g i n s t o l o o k f o r new 
p r o d u c t s on t h e m a r k e t w h i c h m i g h t make t h e j o b 
e a s i e r . 

http://000tr.pe.ee
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b ? * T h e m o n g r e l o n c e b i t G e o r g e d u r i n g a b a t h . 
He b e g i n s t o l o o k f o r new p r o d u c t s on t h e 
m a r k e t w h i c h m i g h t make t h e j o b e a s i e r . 
G e o r g e h a t e s t o b a t h e i t . I t ' s e a s y t o 
t e l l when t h e d o g ' s b a t h i s d u e . 

c * * G e o r g e b e g i n s t o l o o k f o r new p r o d u c t s on 
t h e m a r k e t w h i c h m i g h t make t h e j o b e a s i e r . 
I t ' s e a s y t o t e l l when t h i s t a s k i s d u e . 
The m o n g r e l o n c e b i t h im d u r i n g a b a t h . 
G e o r g e h a t e s t o b a t h e h i s d o g . 

5 ) a J o h n has n e v e r l i k e d r a c i n g h i s b o a t . T h i s 
i s b e c a u s e he d o e s n ' t e n j o y l o s i n g . F o r 
e x a m p l e , he w o u l d n ' t r a c e e ven a f t e r we 
o f f e r e d him a s t a r t . A d m i t t e d l y , he has l o s t 
o f t e n . B u t , I mus t c o n c l u d e t h a t he i s b e i n g 
t o o s e n s i t i v e a b o u t t h i s , 

b ? * F o r e x a m p l e , he w o u l d n ' t r a c e even a f t e r we 
o f f e r e d h im a s t a r t . A d m i t t e d l y , he h a s l o s t 
o f t e n . T h i s i s b e c a u s e he d o e s n ' t e n j o y 
l o s i n g i n g e n e r a l . I mus t c o n c l u d e t h a t he 
i s b e i n g t o o s e n s i t i v e a b o u t t h i s . J o h n has 
n e v e r l i k e d r a c i n g h i s b o a t . 

O m i t t i n g but i n ( 3 ) , t h i s t e x t c o u l d be o r d e r e d i n a r e v e r s e 

f a s h i o n w i t h no l o s s i n sense or c o n t i n u i t y . However ( 4 ) , 

w h i c h does not c o n t a i n f o u r c o n t i n u o u s i n d e p e n d e n t c l a i m s 

(an u n u s u a l s i t u a t i o n ) , r e s i s t s r e o r d e r i n g . (4b) poses 

problems of t e n s e and a m b i g u i t y , and (4c) f a i l s c o h e r e n c e ; 

the u t t e r a n c e s become i r r e l e v a n t i n s u c c e s s i o n . 

S i m i l a r l y , (5), w h i c h p r e s e n t s a r e o r d e r i n g of the 

e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s o f c l a i m i n g , a d m i t t i n g , c o n c l u d i n g , e x p l a i n 

i n g , and g i v i n g an e x a m p l e , d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t the o r d e r i n 

w h i c h a c t i o n s appear i s more s i g n i f i c a n t than t h e p r e s e n c e 

of a common t o p i c o r a c o n t e n t r e l a t i o n between each u t t e r a n c e 

i n the t e x t . P l a c e d out o f c o n t i g u o u s o r d e r , examples f a i l 

to have c l a i m s , a d m i s s i o n s are made not to o b j e c t i o n s but to 
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a c t i o n s w h i c h do not c a l l f o r a d m i s s i o n s , and c o n c l u s i o n s , 

f o r e x a m p l e , appear r e d u n d a n t or undrawn f rom a n t e c e d e n t 

e x p l a n a t i o n s and c l a i m s . 

A p p r o a c h i n g (d) f rom a d i f f e r e n t p o i n t o f v i e w , t h a t 

o f r e f e r e n c e c o n s t r a i n t s , a n o t h e r l i n e of argument p r e s e n t s 

i t s e l f . The e m p h a s i z e d terms below i n (6) r e f e r to the i l l o -

c u t i o n a r y f o r c e of p r i o r a c t i o n s ; d e v i a n c e r e s u l t s when the 

c o n v e n t i o n s t h a t g o v e r n the o r d e r i n g o f t h e s e a c t i o n s a r e 

bro k e n : 

6 ) a B u t i t w i l l n o t do s i m p l y t o r e a f f i rm t h e 
d i r e c t - e v i d e n c e p r i n c i p l e by way o f r e p l y t o 
my c r i t i c i s m o f t h i s p r i n c i p l e . T h a t you 
a r e d o i n g t h i s may be made c l e a r a s f o l l o w s : 
you c l a i m t h a t p i s m e a n i n g l e s s f o r me, 
c i t i n g t h e p r i n c i p l e as y o u r r e a s o n . I 
r e j e c t t h i s p r i n c i p l e , o f f e r i n g t h e a n a l o g y 
a r g u m e n t . 

b * * B u t i t w i l l n o t do s i m p l y t o r e j e c t t h e d i r e c t -
e v i d e n c e p r i n c i p l e by way o f o f f e r i n g my 
r e a f f i r m a t i o n o f t h i s p r i n c i p l e . T h a t you 
a r e d o i n g t h i s may be made c l e a r as f o l l o w s : 
you r e p l y t h a t p i s m e a n i n g l e s s f o r me, 
c r i t i c i z i n g t h e p r i n c i p l e as y o u r c l a i m . 
I c i t e t h i s p r i n c i p l e , r e a s o n i ng f o r t h e 
a n a l o g y a r g u m e n t . 

H e r e , not o n l y t h e o r d e r i n g o f a c t i o n s i s i n v o l v e d , but j u s t 

as i m p o r t a n t l y , the o b j e c t s o f t h e s e a c t i o n s . For e x a m p l e , 

to u n d e r t a k e a r e j e c t i o n by way o f o f f e r i n g a n o t h e r ' s r e 

a f f i r m a t i o n i s d e c i d e d l y p e c u l i a r and c o u n t e r to the n o t i o n 

of r e j e c t i n g . 

T h u s , a p r e l i m i n a r y case f o r ( f ) can be made by 

p o s i n g counter-exampihes to (a) t h r o u g h ( e ) . Of c o u r s e , t h e s e 
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c o u n t e r - e x a m p l e s g i v e no i n d i c a t i o n of the range or c o m p l e x i t y 

o f a c t u a l o r d e r i n g i n d i s c o u r s e . R a t h e r , i n terms o f n e c e s 

s a r y and s u f f i c i e n t c o n d i t i o n s b e i n g met f o r judgements o f 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y , o n l y the f a c t t h a t o r d e r i n g c o n d i t i o n s e x i s t 

i s i m p o r t a n t a t t h i s p o i n t , because they r a i s e the q u e s t i o n of 

the a u d i e n c e ' s e x p e c t a t i o n s of e x p o s i t o r y o r d e r . As I s h a l l 

show b e l o w , a l o n g p e r f o r m a t i v e l i n e s judgements o f a c c e p t 

a b i l i t y depend on the s u c c e s s f u l p e r f o r m a n c e of the a c t u n d e r 

t a k e n i n d i s c o u r s e . Any p e r f o r m a n c e i s s u c c e s s f u l r e l a t i v e 

to the c o n d i t i o n s f o r i t s s u c c e s s b e i n g met a t the t i m e of 

the u t t e r a n c e , and i n the case o f e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s t h e s e 

c o n d i t i o n s i n c l u d e the p r i o r p e r f o r m a n c e o f O t h e r e x p o s i t o r y 

a c t i o n s . 

Uptake Problems f o r E x p o s i t o r y F o r c e 

Two u n r e l a t e d a s s u m p t i o n s e x p l a i n to a s i g n i f i c a n t 

e x t e n t why d i s c o u r s e p e r f o r m a n c e i n p a r t i c u l a r and e x p o s i t o r y 

p e r f o r m a n c e i n g e n e r a l have remained u n i n v e s t i g a t e d . T r a d i 

t i o n a l l y , d i s c o u r s e o r g a n i z a t i o n has been t a k e n to be a 

m a t t e r of s t y l e or r h e t o r i c , 1 meaning t h a t i n t u i t i o n s of 

d i s c o u r s e a c c e p t a b i l i t y were not to be u n d e r s t o o d , l i k e t h e i r 

s e n t e n c e c o u n t e r p a r t s , i n terms of " o b l i g a t o r y " c o n s t i t u e n t s . 

As w e l l , s u c c e s s c o n d i t i o n s f o r the e x p o s i t o r y c l a s s o f 

speech a c t i o n have not been d i f f e r e n t i a t e d f rom the s u c c e s s 
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2 
c o n d i t i o n s f o r the o t h e r c l a s s e s . I t has been assumed t h a t 

t h e c o n d i t i o n s s u r r o u n d i n g an a c t i o n of any c l a s s , on w h i c h 

i t s s u c c e s s i s c o n t i n g e n t , have c h i e f l y to do w i t h j u s t o n e ' s 

i n t e n t i o n s i n s p e a k i n g , h a v i n g the r e q u i s i t e s t a t u s ( t h e 

a b i l i t y , f o r e x a m p l e , to see a p r o m i s e t h r o u g h ) , and h a v i n g 

s u f f i c i e n t knowledge of a u d i e n c e and s i t u a t i o n . As p r e p a r a 

t o r y c o n d i t i o n s , t h e s e f i t w e l l i n t o the schemas used i n 

d e s c r i b i n g v e r d i c t i v e s ("we f i n d the d e f e n d a n t g u i l t y " ) , 

e x e r c i t i v e s ( " f i r e when r e a d y " ) , c o m m i s s i v e s ("I p r o m i s e to 

be t h e r e " ) , and b e h a b i t i v e s ( " c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s " ) . For t h e s e 

c l a s s e s o f speech a c t i o n , the u t t e r a n c e used t y p i c a l l y e x -
3 

h a u s t s or makes e x p l i c i t j u s t the f o r c e i n t e n d e d . In such 

c a s e s , knowledge of the c o n t e x t or p r e p a r a t o r y c o n d i t i o n s i s 

u s u a l l y u n n e c e s s a r y f o r the u p t a k e of f o r c e , and i s deemed 
4 

e s s e n t i a l o n l y f o r the s u c c e s s o f the a c t i o n s . 

For e x p o s i t i v e s , on the o t h e r h a n d , u p t a k e i s c o n 

t i n g e n t on d i s c o u r s e c o n t e x t i t s e l f ; bo th a n t e c e d e n t and 

s u b s e q u e n t c o n t e x t a re e s s e n t i a l . U t t e r a n c e s i n d i s c o u r s e 

a r e r a r e l y i n t r o d u c e d by p e r f o r m a t i v e p r e d i c a t e s , or the 

" I hereby " e x p l i c i t f o r m u l a . Uptake of a c t i o n s as 

w i d e l y d i v e r s e as a d m i s s i o n s , s u m m a r i e s , a r g u m e n t s , e x p l a n a 

t i o n s , o b j e c t i o n s , g i v i n g e x a m p l e s , q u o t a t i o n s , c r i t i c i s m s , 

e t c . , when any of t h e s e may appear o b l i q u e l y as s i m p l e s t a t e 

ments or r e p o r t s , must depend u n i q u e l y on the d i s c o u r s e c o n -
5 

t e x t and the p r o p o s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t o f the a c t t o g e t h e r . 
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S p e a k i n g o n l y o f e x p o s i t o r y c a s e s , i t i s r e a s o n a b l e 

to ask why s p e a k e r s do_ i n f a c t sometimes i n t r o d u c e t h e s e 

u t t e r a n c e s , i f c o n v e n t i o n s e x i s t w h i c h a l l o w u p t a k e i n d e p e n 

d e n t o f f o r c e i n t r o d u c t i o n . In r e s p o n s e , i t i s n e c e s s a r y to 

say t h a t a l t h o u g h the i n t e n t i o n here i s to l o o k a t the r o l e 

o f c o n t e x t i n d i s a m b i g u a t i n g f o r c e , no c l a i m t h a t c o n t e x t 

w i l l a l w a y s be s u f f i c i e n t f o r u p t a k e i s b e i n g made. To 

a s c r i b e a l l u p t a k e to c o n v e n t i o n or c o n t e x t seems as extreme 

as a s c r i b i n g p e r f o r m a t i v e s t a t u s o n l y to t h o s e u t t e r a n c e s 

w h i c h a r e i n t r o d u c e d by a p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b . A n a l y s i s of 

c o n v e r s a t i o n c o u l d e v e n t u a l l y d e v e l o p a c l a s s o f a p p r o p r i a t e 

s p e a k e r ' s r e s p o n s e s a l o n g the f o l l o w i n g l i n e s : 

a) whe re t h e s p e a k e r a p p r e c i a t e s t h a t h i s a u d i e n c e 
w i l l n o t e a s i l y u n d e r s t a n d t h e i n t e n d e d f o r c e 
o f h i s u t t e r a n c e , he must u t i l i z e a f o r c e s h o w 
i n g o r f o r c e i n t r o d u c i n g d e v i c e ; 

b) when an a u d i e n c e has a s s i g n e d a s t a t u s ( f o r c e ) 
f o r h i s u t t e r a n c e d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h a t he i n 
t e n d e d , a s p e a k e r mus t s u b s e q u e n t l y b r i n g h i s 
f o r c e r i g h t by m a k i n g h i s i n t e n t i o n exp I i c i t . 

In (b) above, the term s t a t u s was used to d e s i g n a t e 

and d i f f e r e n t i a t e the a u d i e n c e ' s u p t a k e o f f o r c e f rom the 

s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n d e d f o r c e . T h i s n o t i o n i s c r u c i a l f o r any 

s t u d y o f i n t u i t i o n s o f d i s c o u r s e a c c e p t a b i l i t y . T y p i c a l l y , 

an a u d i e n c e f a c e s the t a s k , o f t e n d i f f i c u l t , o f a s c r i b i n g 

f o r c e to o b l i q u e , o r u n i n t r o d u c e d u t t e r a n c e s . I t i s some

t i m e s the case t h a t a speech a c t i o n i s u n d e r t a k e n c o r r e c t l y 

i n a l l r e s p e c t s by the s p e a k e r , but m i s a s c r i b e d by t h e a u d i e n c e , 
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f o r c i n g the s p e a k e r to make h i s i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y i n t e n t i o n 

e x p l i c i t . L i k e w i s e , a s p e a k e r i s a b l e to a c t as a u d i e n c e to 

h i s own u t t e r a n c e , i n s u b s e q u e n t d i s c o u r s e r e f e r r i n g back to 

t h a t u t t e r a n c e and o f t e n a s s i g n i n g i t a d i f f e r e n t f o r c e than 

i t was i n t e n d e d to have o r i g i n a l l y . As I s h a l l show i n the 

s e c t i o n to f o l l o w , i t i s p o s s i b l e f o r the a u d i e n c e to a c c e p t 

a b l y and p r o p e r l y r e f e r to the e x p o s i t o r y f o r c e t h e y a s c r i b e 

to an u t t e r a n c e i n more ways than the s p e a k e r may i n t r o d u c e 

the f o r c e o f h i s u t t e r a n c e . 

I l l o c u t i o n a r y n o m i n a l s may be shown to r e f e r n e i t h e r 

to p e r f o r m a t i v e a c t i o n s t h e m s e l v e s , nor to u t t e r a n c e s w h i c h 

a r e somehow o b j e c t i o n s o r d e n i a l s , e t c . , b e f o r e t h e y are made. 

They r e f e r , i n s t e a d , to the p e r f o r m a t i v e s t a t u s o f a s t a t e m e n t 

or a s s e r t i o n i n c o n t e x t . F i r s t l y , t h e r e f o r e , I s h a l l d i s c u s s 

the p o s s i b l e d e r i v a t i o n a l s o u r c e s o f such n o m i n a l s , c o n s i d e r 

i n g o b j e c t i o n s to my a n a l y s i s , and c o n c l u d e they e x i s t i n d e 

p e n d e n t l y o f f o r c e - s h o w i n g p r e d i c a t e s . A f t e r w a r d s , I s h a l l 

d e m o n s t r a t e the c o m p l e x i t y o f a u d i e n c e r e f e r e n c e to a t e x t , 

i n r e l a t i o n to the ways i n w h i c h a t e x t and i t s u t t e r a n c e s 

may be i m m e d i a t e l y i n t r o d u c e d f o r f o r c e . 

E x p o s i t o r y N o m i n a l s and I l l o c u t i o n a r y S t a t u s 

A l t h o u g h p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b s and n o m i n a l s o f f o r c e 

a r e s i m i l a r i n t h a t they r e f e r to u t t e r a n c e f o r c e , t h e y a r e 

n e i t h e r synonymous nor s u b s t i t u t a b l e . T h e i r c o n t r a s t i s an 
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i m p o r t a n t o n e , and c o r r e s p o n d s to t h e a c t : a c t i o n d i s t i n c t i o n . 

P e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b s i d e n t i f y a c t s i n t e n d e d by and u n d e r t a k e n 

by a s p e a k e r . E x p o s i t o r y n o m i n a l s r e f e r to a r e a d e r ' s j u d g e 

ment t h a t a p a r t i c u l a r a c t b e l o n g s to a l a r g e r c l a s s o f such 

a c t s , h a v i n g s a t i s f i e d the c o n d i t i o n s to q u a l i f y as a p a r 

t i c u l a r a c t i o n . There are two o t h e r t r e a t m e n t s o f p e r f o r m a 

t i v e v e r b s w h i c h d i f f e r w i t h my d i s t i n c t i o n , and I w i l l t r e a t 

t h e s e as p o t e n t i a l c o u n t e r - c a s e s and d e a l w i t h them b e l o w . 

Both have to do w i t h the p e c u l i a r p o s i t i o n e x p o s i t o r y p e r -

formance has to t r u t h . 

W i t h a s i n g l e e x c e p t i o n , t h e s p e a k e r as a r u l e i s 

more i n t e r e s t e d i n p e r f o r m i n g the r e q u i s i t e a c t i o n t h a n i n 

c h a r a c t e r i z i n g h i s own b e h a v i o r by the use o f p e r f o r m a n c e 

i n t r o d u c i n g v e r b s . The s i n g l e e x c e p t i o n i s an i m p o r t a n t one 

f o r d i s c o u r s e . In o r d e r to p r e d i c a t e upon o r c h a r a c t e r i z e 

o n e ' s p r i o r speech a c t i o n or p r e v i o u s d i s c o u r s e p a s s a g e , one 

has to r e f e r i n some way to t h e p a s t a c t i o n . The f a c t t h a t 

t h e r e a r e two modes of r e f e r e n c e a v a i l a b l e to b o t h s p e a k e r 

and a u d i e n c e means t h a t t h e a u d i e n c e can check the s p e a k e r ' s 

i n t e n t i o n s a g a i n s t h i s a c t i o n s and the a u d i e n c e can a s c r i b e 

f o r c e i n d e p e n d e n t l y o f h i s i n t e n t i o n s . 

The f i r s t mode i s a s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d case of r e f e r 

ence to a c t i o n , w h i c h I w i l l c a l l s i m p l e a c t i o n r e f e r e n c e . 

P r o v i d e d t h a t t h e r e q u i s i t e speech a c t i o n has been p e r f o r m e d , 

the s p e a k e r may r e f e r to t h a t a c t i o n by u s i n g i d e n t i f y i n g 
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v e r b s l i k e admi t , o r even n o m i n a l i z a t i o n s 1 i ke admi t t i n g , as 

i n you have a d m i t t e d t h a t you were a t the scene of the c r i m e , 

and y o u r a d m i t t i n g what you d i d s u r p r i s e d us a l l . The second 

mode, w h i c h i s more c o m p l e x , i n v o l v e s n o m i n a l s ; c o n t r a s t 

a d m i s s i o n w i t h admi t and admi t t i n g . T h i s t y p e of r e f e r e n c e 

i s q u i t e as common i n o r d i n a r y speech as i s s i m p l e a c t i o n 

r e f e r e n c e , b u t , t h e r e i s no c l e a r way to answer the q u e s t i o n 

of what e x a c t l y t h e s e n o m i n a l s r e f e r to and how. As w e l l , 

t h e y i n v o l v e one o f the more s e r i o u s prob lems i n c u r r e n t speech 

a c t t h e o r y . 

P r i n c i p a l l y , I w i l l be l o o k i n g here a t n o m i n a l s 

l i k e c r i t i c i s m and a r g u m e n t , as i n y o u r s i s not a s u b s t a n t i v e  

c r i t i c i s m and but i f you a d m i t t h i s , y o u r . a r g u m e n t f a i l s . 

I t i s n e c e s s a r y to show t h a t t h e y a r e not s i m p l y s p e c i a l 

cases o f mere a c t i o n r e f e r e n c e , but r e f e r to the s t a t u s o f 

u t t e r a n c e s made i n c o n t e x t . 

The p r o b l e m f o r e x p o s i t i v e s c o n c e r n s the f a c t t h a t , 

i n g e n e r a l , u t t e r a n c e s w i t h t h e i r i l l o c u t i o n a r y f o r c e made 

e x p l i c i t by b e i n g i n t r o d u c e d by a p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b as i n 

" I t e s t i f y t h a t " o r " I p r o m i s e t h a t " or " I pronounce you 

man and w i f e " w e r e , as c o r r e c t l y o b s e r v e d by A u s t i n , the 

d o i ng of s o m e t h i n g r a t h e r t h a n the s a y i ng o f s o m e t h i n g , and 

w o u l d be s u c c e s s f u l a c t i o n s r a t h e r than t r u e o r f a l s e . In 

the cases I have j u s t g i v e n , c l e a r l y p r o m i s e s and e x c e r c i t i v e 

pronouncements a re not t r u e or f a l s e . However , i n the case 
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of the e x p o s i t o r y t y p e , the t y p e most i n t r e g a l to d i s c o u r s e , 

l i k e s t a t i n g , a r g u i n g , o b j e c t i n g , a d m i t t i n g , i l l u s t r a t i n g , 

d e s c r i b i n g , e t c . , t h e r e seems to be an e x c e p t i o n . 7 

A l t h o u g h A u s t i n had to acknowledge t h a t sta_te, c o n 

s i d e r i n g i t s c o r r e s p o n d i n g a c t i o n , seemed to be a p e r f o r m a t i v e 

v e r b , he c o n c l u d e d t h a t i t c o u l d not be p u r e l y so because 

the u t t e r a n c e s used f o r s t a t i n g a r e i n f a c t t r u e o r f a l s e 

i n the c o n s t a t i n g way. A u s t i n d i d a d m i t t h a t a l t h o u g h t h e s e 

cases seemed to f a l l w i t h i n h i s c r i t e r i o n f o r p e r f o r m a n c e , 

t h e y seemed to be c o n s t a t i v e i n e v e r y o t h e r way. The paradox 

here i s t h a t w h i l e s t a t e and the o t h e r e x p o s i t o r y u t t e r a n c e s 

a r e c l e a r l y p e r f o r m a t i v e , they a r e a l s o c o n s t a t i v e l y t r u e 

or f a l s e , an i m p o r t a n t c r i t e r i o n t h a t A u s t i n used to s e p a r a t e 
o 

p e r f o r m a n c e f rom n o n - p e r f o r m a n c e . 

T h i s c r i t e r i o n may be e x p r e s s e d q u i t e s u c c e s s f u l l y 

i n most c a s e s by two complementary t e s t s . When the " r e t o r t " 

t e s t s u c c e e d s , w h i c h i s to ask "what were you d o i n g i n 

u t t e r i n g what y o u d i d " where d o i n g e x p r e s s e s the n o t i o n of 

a c t i o n , then the t r u t h t e s t w i l l f a i l . In the case o f " I 

p r o m i s e to be home e a r l y " t h a t i s t r u e i s not a r e a s o n a b l e 

r e s p o n s e to the s t a t e m e n t as a whole and can o n l y mean t h a t 

i t i s t r u e t h a t someone does p r o m i s e , and not t h a t i t i s 

t r u e t h a t someone w i l l be home e a r l y . 

In a d d i t i o n , p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b s l i k e ob j e c t ? admi t , 

d e n y , e t c . , and t h e i r n o m i n a l i z a t i o n s , w i l l a p p e a r , as m i g h t 
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be e x p e c t e d , w i t h t e m p o r a l a d j e c t i v e s s i n c e a c t i o n s t a k e t i m e . 

In t h i s r e g a r d t h e y compare f a v o r a b l y w i t h the n o m i n a l s , as 

we can see by c o m p a r i n g J o h n ' s d e s c r i b i n g the p l a c e b o r e d us 

f o r t h r e e hours and J o h n ' s d e s c r i p t i o n of the p l a c e t a k e s 

too l o n g to r e p e a t . From t h i s f a c t i t m i g h t be a r g u e d , as 

t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l i s t s do i n f a c t a r g u e , t h a t t h e s e n o m i n a l s 

a re i n some m y s t e r i o u s way to be d e r i v e d from the m a t c h i n g 
9 

v e r b f o r m s . I f t r u e , such n o m i n a l usage wou ld be o n l y a 

case o f s i m p l e a c t i o n r e f e r e n c e . B u t , u n l i k e the v e r b s , 

o n l y the n o m i n a l s t a k e b o t h t i m e and v e r a c i t y p r e d i c a t e s , 

s h a r i n g the same o v e r a l l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s as both e x p o s i t o r y 

a c t i o n s and c o n s t a t i v e s , i . e . , bo th p e r f o r m a t i v e and t r u e and 

f a l s e . W h i l e we can say J o h n ' s d e s c r i p t i o n o f the t r a i n took  

f i v e m i n u t e s and was s t i l l i n a c c u r a t e , where i n a c c u r a t e 

c h a r a c t e r i z e s the c o n t e n t r a t h e r than the a c t i o n , to say 

* J o h n ' s d e s c r i b i n g the t r a i n was i n a c c u r a t e i s d e v i a n t . W i t h 

such e v i d e n c e , i t i s v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o b e l i e v e t h a t e x p o s i 

t o r y n o m i n a l s a re d e r i v a b l e f rom the c o r r e s p o n d i n g v e r b f o r m s . 

As a p r o p o s a l , t h i s has o t h e r t r o u b l e s as w e l l . 

In the f i r s t p l a c e , n o m i n a l s l i k e example and d i f f i c u l t y 

and a d v e r b i a l head nouns l i k e t i m e , p l a c e , and r e a s o n have 

no m a t c h i n g v e r b s to d e r i v e f r o m , but c l e a r l y t h e g i v i n g or 

u s i n g o f examples and such a d v e r b i a l s wou ld q u a l i f y as e x 

p o s i t i v e a c t i o n . S e c o n d l y , n o m i n a l s l i k e d e s c r i p t i o n w o u l d 

have to be s a i d to d e r i v e f rom the v e r b d e s c r i b e , f o l l o w e d 
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by some i d e n t i f y i n g d e s c r i p t i o n , the s t a n d a r d form f o r u t t e r 

ance i n t r o d u c i n g p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b s . Compare I a d m i t t h a t  

John i s an a r s o n i s t w i t h the d e v i a n t * I d e s c r i b e t h a t the  

houses have t h r e e f l o o r s to see t h a t i f d e s c r i p t i o n i s to 

d e r i v e f rom d e s c r i b e i t w i l l be d e r i v e d f rom a v e r b t h a t 

c a n n o t be used to i n t r o d u c e what one u t t e r s i n o r d e r to 

d e s c r i b e . A g a i n , d e s c r i p t i o n s may be t r u e or f a l s e , even i f 

d e s c r i b i n g i s n o t . 

In f a c t , i t m i g h t be the case t h a t v e r b s l i k e 

c l a i m , a r g u e , a d m i t , e t c . , d e r i v e f rom the n o m i n a l s p l u s 

some a f f e c t i v e v e r b l i k e g i v e o r make. We can speak o f g i v i n g  

an example when we c a n n o t speak o f e x a m p l i n g and w i t h a few 

e x c e p t i o n s n o m i n a l s may o c c u r i n p r e d i c a t e p h r a s e s w i t h e i t h e r 

g i v e or make. Ross (1967) has a l r e a d y argued t h a t c l a i m i n 

make a c l a i m must be g i v e n a s e p a r a t e s t a t u s f r o m c l a i m i n 

d i s c u s s a c l a i m . ^ I f i t were the case t h a t t h e v e r b d e r i v e d 

f rom the nomina l i n c o r p o r a t e d w i t h make or g i v e , then the 

s e n t e n c e t h a t Ross took to be c o u n t e r to h i s Complex-NP c o n 

s t r a i n t I am making the c l a i m t h a t the company s q u a n d e r e d the  

money w o u l d not i n f a c t be c o u n t e r . I t wou ld s i m p l y be the 

remote s t r u c t u r e f o r I c l a i m e d , a s t r u c t u r e w h i c h d o e s n ' t 

f a l l under the Complex-NP c o n s t r a i n t to b e g i n w i t h . 

B u t , i f we w i s h to a f f o r d t h e s e n o m i n a l s an i n d e 

pendent e x i s t e n c e i n a grammar, as Chomsky wou ld d o , 1 1 i f we 

want to speak of making c l a i m s o r g i v i n g d e s c r i p t i o n s , to 
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speak as i f we a r e a p p a r e n t l y a c t i n g by u s i n g c l a i m s , a r g u 

m e n t s , or d e s c r i p t i o n s , then we must be l e f t i n an u n t e n a b l e 

p o s i t i o n . Our u t t e r a n c e s would be c l a i m s , arguments or d e 

s c r i p t i o n s b e f o r e we a c t u a l l y c l a i m e d , a r g u e d , or d e s c r i b e d w i t h 

them. T h i s runs c o u n t e r to the axiom i n p e r f o r m a n c e t h e o r y 

t h a t t h e same u t t e r a n c e can be used f o r d i f f e r e n t a c t s . A n d , 

i t i s j u s t as a p p a r e n t t h a t a s s e r t i o n s are c l a i m s , d e n i a l s , 

d e s c r i p t i o n s , o n l y when used i n the a p p r o p r i a t e c o n t e x t . 

T h u s , .we have a n o t h e r p a r a d o x . These n o m i n a l s do not d e r i v e 

f r o m p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b s , b u t , as they a r e r e f e r e n t i a l , c a n n o t 

have an e x i s t e n c e w i t h o u t some p r i o r p e r f o r m a n c e w h i c h i s 

a l w a y s c h a r a c t e r ! ' z a b l e by a p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b . T h i s p a r a d o x , 

t a k e n t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e f i r s t , forms an i n f i n i t e r e g r e s s i o n . 

Any s o l u t i o n to t h i s second paradox w i l l have to meet 

a t l e a s t two r e q u i r e m e n t s . I t must e x p l a i n what t h e s e n o m i n a l s 

r e f e r to i f not to a c t s l i k e c l a i m i n g , a r g u i n g , e t c . , and 

why t h e y may t a k e v e r a c i t y p r e d i c a t e s i f t h e y a r e i n some i m 

p o r t a n t sense dependent on a p r i o r a c t i o n . O t h e r w i s e , i t 

s h o u l d say s o m e t h i n g u s e f u l about the o r i e n t a t i v e f u n c t i o n 

t h e s e n o m i n a l s s e r v e . As A u s t i n s a i d , "They [ e x p o s i t i v e s ] 

make p l a i n how our u t t e r a n c e s f i t i n t o the c o u r s e o d f an 

argument or c o n v e r s a t i o n . " 

L e a v i n g the q u e s t i o n o f v e r a c i t y p r e d i c a t e s a s i d e 

f o r a moment, I s h o u l d say t h a t t h e r e i s no m o t i v a t e d r e a s o n 

f o r s e p a r a t i n g what s p e a k e r s r e f e r to w i t h t t h e s e n o m i n a l s 
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from t h e i r o r i e n t a t i v e f u n c t i o n . Both c o n c e r n not so much 

r e f e r e n c e to t h e s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n d e d i l l o c u t i o n a r y f o r c e f o r 

an u t t e r a n c e ( w h i c h f o r A u s t i n and S t r a w s o n the s p e a k e r must 
1 2 

a l w a y s be a b l e to a v o w ) , as t h e y c o n c e r n r e f e r e n c e to the 

i l l o c u t i o n a r y s t a t u s o f u t t e r a n c e s made i n c o n t e x t . The 

i m m e d i a t e f o r c e o f most e x p o s i t o r y u t t e r a n c e s i s s i m p l y t h a t 

o f a s s e r t i o n , but the s t a t u s o f t h e s e u t t e r a n c e s depends on 

what d i s c o u r s e or c o n v e r s a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s o m e t h i n g has been 

a s s e r t e d i n . In t h i s r e s p e c t , e x p o s i t i v e p e r f o r m a n c e d i f f e r s 

m a r k e d l y f rom e x c e r c i t i v e p e r f o r m a n c e l i k e m a r r y i n g o r s e n 

t e n c i n g . For i n s t a n c e , i n u t t e r i n g " y o u w i l l be t a k e n f rom 

here to a p l a c e o f e x e c u t i o n . . . , " o r " I now pronounce you 

man and w i f e " t h e r e i s no way t h e s e u t t e r a n c e s c o u l d be 

t a k e n as o t h e r t h a n s u c c e s s f u l or u n s u c c e s s f u l c a s e s o f j u s t 

s e n t e n c i n g o r m a r r y i n g (where m a r r y i n g i s n o t c o n s i d e r e d a 

s p e c i a l case of s e n t e n c i n g ) . B u t , even i n t h e case of 

u t t e r a n c e s l i k e " P e t e s t a y e d s o b e r because the l i q u o r shops 

were s h u t on Sunday" the s p e a k e r c o u l d be a r g u i n g , c r i t i c i 

z i n g , i l l u s t r a t i n g , d e s c r i b i n g , a g r e e i n g , i n f o r m i n g , c o n 

c l u d i n g , leriiume'raittiing],, o r w h a t e v e r ; the h e a r e r ' s i n t e r p r e 

t a t i o n w i l l depend on what the h e a r e r i s a b l e to i n f e r f rom 

the c o n t e x t of the u t t e r a n c e . 

In r e g a r d s to t a k i n g v e r a c i t y p r e d i c a t e s , i f we 

see t h a t a s s e r t i n g some u t t e r a n c e as t r u e o r f a l s e i s t h e 

e s s e n t i a l c o n d i t i o n f o r most e x p o s i t i v e ? , then i t i s o n l y 

r e a s o n a b l e t h a t t h e s e e x p o s i t i v e s wou ld pass the t r u t h t e s t . 
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B e l i e f s on the p a r t o f the s p e a k e r t h a t a r e e s s e n 

t i a l to the a c t he p e r f o r m s a r e c a l l e d " s i n c e r i t y " c o n d i t i o n s , 

but i f the a c t o f a s s e r t i n g some b e l i e f to be t r u e c o u n t s as 

the p e r f o r m a t i v e u n d e r t a k i n g on the p a r t o f the s p e a k e r , then 

t h i s a c t o f a s s e r t i n g t r u t h or f a l s i t y i s t h e " e s s e n t i a l " 

c o n d i t i o n of the p e r f o r m a n c e , o r what the p e r f o r m a n c e i s to 

c o u n t a s . Seen i n t h i s way , t h a t admi s s i on , a r g u m e n t , ob j e c - 

t i o n , d e n i a l , d e s c r i p t i o n , and the l i k e , t a k e v e r a c i t y p r e d i 

c a t e s i s not p a r a d o x i c a l but n e c e s s a r y . What needs r e v i s i o n 

i s A u s t i n ' s o r i g i n a l c r i t e r i o n f o r p e r f o r m a t i v e u t t e r a n c e s . 

A u s t i n m i g h t argue t h a t r a t h e r t h a n a s s e r t i o n s , 

what t h e s e a c t s c o u n t " as , .and_ what 3 t he ~ s p e a k e r . . u n d e r t a k e s , a re 

a r g u m e n t s , o b j e c t i o n s , e t c . B u t , a s p e a k e r may ar gu e and 

i n t e n d t o ; n e v e r t h e l e s s , w h e t h e r he avows h i s i n t e n t i o n or 

n o t , h i s a r g u i n g s u c c e s s f u l l y w i l l s t i l l depend on whether 

he u n d e r t a k e s c e r t a i n t r u t h a s s e r t i o n s i n the a p p r o p r i a t e 

c o n t e x t . A l t h o u g h i t seems as though anyone c o u l d say what 

an u n d e r t a k i n g to " a r g u e " w ould b e , i t t u r n s out t h a t such 

an u n d e r t a k i n g i s e i t h e r a m a t t e r o f u p t a k e o f i n t e n t i o n 

o r p e r l o c u t i o n a r y f o r c e , and not i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y f o r c e a t a l l . 

L i k e w i s e , i f i n the c o n t e x t o f " y o u must p r o m i s e me t h a t 

you w i l l be t h e r e t o m o r r o w , " someone r e p l i e s " Y e s , I a rgue 

t h a t I w i l l be t h e r e t o m o r r o w , " t h i s i n t r o d u c e d u t t e r a n c e 

w i l l c o u n t as n e i t h e r p r o m i s i n g nor a r g u i n g s u c c e s s f u l l y . I t 

i s s i m p l y i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y b r e a k d o w n . 
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In an i n t e r e s t i n g paper e n t i t l e d " C o n v e n t i o n s and 

the U n d e r s t a n d i n g o f Speech A c t s , " Q u e n t i n S k i n n e r examines 

S t r a w s o n ' s amendments to A u s t i n ' s t h e o r y o f i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y 
1 3 

f o r c e . B a s i c a l l y , S t r a w s o n argues t h a t no a c t can be 

i l l o c u t i o n a r y w h i c h i s not a " w h o l l y o v e r t " and " e s s e n t i a l l y 

a v o w a b l e " a c t o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g the s p e a k e r ' s 

a b i l i t y to d e l i n e a t e h i s i n t e n t i o n or i n t e n t i o n s i n making 

h i s u t t e r a n c e , w h i c h i n t e n t i o n s the a u d i e n c e must u n d e r s t a n d 

f o r u p t a k e o f the s p e a k e r ' s u t t e r a n c e . In a r r i v i n g a t t h i s 

c o n c l u s i o n S t r a w s o n d i s t i n g u i s h e s two cases of i l l o c u t i o n a r y 

a c t s ; the " c o n v e n t i o n a l " or r u l e - g o v e r n e d u t t e r a n c e s of the 

" I hereby " t y p e , and what he c a l l s t h e " n o n - c o n v e n t i o n a l " 
1 4 

u t t e r a n c e s , w h i c h are the more u s u a l or o r d i n a r y . 

S k i n n e r shows c o n v i n c i n g l y t h a t t h e r e a r e many a c t s 

w h i c h f a l l between S t r a w s o n ' s ( s e l f - a d m i t t e d ) two e x t r e m e s , 

and t h a t , i n f a c t , none o f t h e s e a c t s can be s a i d to be f r e e 

of s o c i a l and l i n g u i s t i c c o n v e n t i o n s , a l t h o u g h d e f i n i t e l y 

d i f f e r e n t f rom the r i t u a l i z e d "I now pronounce you man and 

w i f e . " In the m a i n , S k i n n e r ' s examples f a l l i n t o two t y p e s : 

the a c t s w h i c h a r e o b l i q u e ( p e r f o r m e d by p e r f o r m i n g some 

o t h e r a c t ) and the a c t s w h i c h a r e n o n - a v o w a b l e ( l i k e f l a t t e r i n g ; 

i f a v o w e d , then not a case of v f 1 a t t e r i ngi): T h u s , by showing 

t h a t t h e s e two cases e x i s t , S k i n n e r a r g u e s t h a t i n such c a s e s 

the s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n t i o n i s n o t , i n f a c t , a v o w a b l e , and u p t a k e 

can come about o n l y t h r o u g h o t h e r means, l i k e s o c i e t a l 
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c o n v e n t i o n s . Very b r i e f l y , the f o l l o w i n g exchange c h a r a c t e r 

i z e s the arguments v e r y w e l l . For S t r a w s o n : 

Surely there may be oases in which to utter 
the words 'the ice over there is very thin' 
to a skater is to issue a warning without 
its being the case that there is any statable 
convention at all such that the speaker's 
act can be said to be done as conforming to 
that convention. 15 

S k i n n e r ' s r e p l y i s v e r y a p t : 

The point is rather that even when the locu
tion and the circumstances are both appro
priate for the act performed to be assessable 
as one of warning3 a further question s t i l l 
remains, as to whether there exists any 
recognized convention such that to speak in 
the way S speaks in warning A will be accept 
able as a form of warning, and so capable of 
being taken by A as_ as warning. And this 
seems to be a question essentially about the 
nature and the extent of the social conven
tions which S may expect A to regard as 
appropriate for. the regulation of their social 
(and so verbal) relationships.16 

By t h i s , S k i n n e r argues f o r the i n c l u s i o n of s o c i a l and l i n 

g u i s t i c c o n v e n t i o n s i n t l b h e a a n a l y s i s and c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n of 

a l l such a c t i o n . 

In the case o f s i m p l e a c t i o n r e f e r e n c e , the v e r b s 

and n o m i n a l i z a t i o n s c h a r a c t e r i z e the s t a t u s o f the s p e a k e r ' s 

p r i m a r y a c t o f a s s e r t i n g , and i n the case of the n o m i n a l s , 

the s t a t u s o f the a s s e r t e d u t t e r a n c e i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d . I t 

m i g h t a l s o be the case t h a t the s p e a k e r has i n the p e r f o r 

mance of an i n t e n d e d a c t i o n n e c e s s a r i l y made u t t e r a n c e s w h i c h 

have the s t a t u s o f o t h e r a c t i o n s , a l l o f w h i c h may be r e f e r r e d 
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to by t h e h e a r e r . The e x p o s i t o r y a c t o f a d m i s s i o n w i l l do as 

a s h o r t example of the c o m p l e x i t y o f t h i s a b i l i t y on the p a r t 

o f l a n g u a g e u s e r s . A s p e a k e r m i g h t s a y , f o r e x a m p l e , "The 

o t h e r c a r p u l l e d r i g h t out i n f r o n t t o f G e o r g e , so he s h o u l d n ' t 

be h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the a c c i d e n t , " t o w h i c h a n o t h e r 

s p e a k e r r e p l i e s , " B u t he d i d h i t the o t h e r c a r , and t h a t 

makes him r e s p o n s i b l e under the l a w . " A t t h i s p o i n t , the 

f i r s t s p e a k e r has a t l e a s t t h r e e a d m i s s i o n s a v a i l a b l e to h i m , 

w h i c h a r e : 

(a.) "I a d m i t t h a t he h i t t h e o t h e r c a r , b u t u n d e r 
t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s he s h o u l d n ' t be h e l d 
r e s p o n s i b l e ; " 

(b ) "I a d m i t t h a t he i s r e s p o n s i b l e u n d e r t h e l a w , 
b u t u n d e r t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e law i s u n f a i r ; " 

( c ) "I a d m i t t h a t G e o r g e h i t t h e o t h e r c a r and t h a t 
he i s l e g a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e , b u t t h e law i s u n f a i r 
i f i t d o e s n ' t t a k e t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n t o a c c o u n t . 
T h e r e f o r e , G e o r g e s h o u l d n ' t be h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e . " 

W h i c h e v e r o f the t h r e e the s p e a k e r c h o o s e s , a l l o f 

the f o l l o w i n g are a c c e p t a b l e r e p l i e s by the o t h e r s p e a k e r 

and a r e t y p i c a l o f the many r e p l i e s p o s s i b l e to h i m : 

1) VYou d o n ' t u n d e r s t a n d my o b j e c t i o n ; " 

2) "How c a n you a g r e e w i t h me and s t i I I c l a i m 
t h a t G e o r g e i s n o t r e s p o n s i b l e ? " 

3) " Y o u r c o n c l u s i o n t h a t G e o r g e s h o u l d n ' t be 
h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e i s a s t r a n g e one i n d e e d ; " 

4 ) "How c a n you make s u c h an a d m i s s i o n and s t i I I 
deny t h a t G e o r g e i s r e s p o n s i b l e ? " 
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Of c o u r s e , my p o i n t here i s t h a t w h i l e o n l y the u t t e r a n c e s 

i n t r o d u c e d by admi t have been g i v e n any e x p l i c i t f o r c e , 

t h e s e u t t e r a n c e s s t i l l have an i l l o c u t i o n a r y s t a t u s w h i c h may 

be r e f e r r e d to by e x p o s i t o r y v e r b s , n o m i n a l s , and n o m i n a l i z a -

t i o n s . 

T h i s s t a t u s argument i s g i v e n e x t r a s u p p o r t by the 

f a c t t h a t e x p o s i t o r y n o m i n a l s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y t a k e a 

t h i r d s e t o f p r e d i c a t e s as w e l l as t h o s e of t ime and v e r a c i t y . 

These I r a t h e r p r e j u d i c i a l l y c a l l s t a t u s p r e d i c a t e s , s i n c e 

t h e y are used to qua 1 i f y the s t a t u s of u t t e r a n c e s i n d i s 

c o u r s e . E x a m p l e s : a r e : 

5 ) a T h i s o b j e c t i o n i s a good o n e . 
b Y o u r c r i t i c i s m i s i I [ - f o u n d e d and i r r e Ieva n t . 
c The t h i r d a r g u m e n t i s c o n t r a d i c t o r y and 

i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l , 
d My c l a i m i s i n c o m p I e t e . 
e Y o u r d e s c r i p t i o n i s m i s l e a d i n g . 

N o t i c e t h a t i t i s as much to c r e d i t or d i s c r e d i t the u t t e r 

ances made by some o t h e r s p e a k e r t h a t t h e s e n o m i n a l s a re u s e d , 

as to s i m p l y r e f e r to u t t e r a n c e s g i v e n a p a r t i c u l a r s t a t u s 

by b e i n g made i n a p a r t i c u l a r c o n t e x t . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n each 

case a b o v e , the r e f e r e n t f o r the n o m i n a l may o r may not be 

an u n i n t r o d u c e d a s s e r t i o n , o r even what the s p e a k e r i n t e n d e d 

as f o r c e f o r h i s u t t e r a n c e , and s t i l l t h e a u d i e n c e may a c c e p t 

a b l y a s c r i b e such s t a t u s n o m i n a l s to t h e m , g i v e n p r o p e r c o n 

t e x t . N o t i c e i n (4) above t h a t w h i l e the s p e a k e r c l a i m e d 

o n l y t h a t George " s h o u l d n ' t be h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e , " and nowhere 
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d e n i e d t h a t George was not i n f a c t r e s p o n s i b l e , t h e second 

s p e a k e r a c c e p t a b l y c h a r a c t e r i z e s the (a) case as a d e n i a l . 

The P l a c e o f S t a t u s i n S t u d i e s o f I n d i r e c t F o r c e 

As the m a t e r i a l above d e m o n s t r a t e s , i n c o n t e x t what 

a r e o t h e r w i s e c l a i m s o r a s s e r t i o n s assume the f o r c e o f p a r 

t i c u l a r e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s . Taken i n i s o l a t i o n , the i l l o c u 

t i o n a r y f o r c e p o t e n t i a l f o r such u t t e r a n c e s i s n e c e s s a r i l y 

l a r g e . 1 7 T h a t i t s h o u l d be l a r g e i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the ax iom 

t h a t i n d i v i d u a l u t t e r a n c e s may be used wvtth the f o r c e o f 

d i f f e r e n t a c t i o n s , w h i c h i s to say t h a t f o r c e must more o f t e n 

t h a n not be u n d e r s t o o d o b l i q u e l y , or i n d i r e c t l y . 

The phenomenon of i n d i r e c t , o r u n a n n o u n c e d , f o r c e 

has been the s u b j e c t o f s e v e r a l g r a m m a t i c a l s t u d i e s i n r e c e n t 

y e a r s , w h i c h I r e f e r to b e l o w . Each has t r i e d to i n c o r p o r a t e , 

f rom a s e n t e n c e g r a m m a t i c a l as w e l l as t h e s p e a k e r ' s p o i n t 

o f v i e w , the f o l l o w i n g g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s : 

a) a s s e r t i o n s and q u e s t i o n s w i t h t h e i n t e n d e d 
f o r c e o f commands, r e q u e s t s , e t c . , a r e 
s y n t a c t i c a I Iy i d e n t i c a l t o l i t e r a l a s s e r 
t i o n s o r a c t u a l q u e s t i o n s ; 

b) c o n d i t i o n s on p e r f o r m a n c e seem t o have 
b e a r i n g on t h e p o s s i b l e i n d i r e c t f o r m s o f 
t h e p e r f o r m a n c e ; 

c ) t h e t y p e s o f c o n d i t i o n s s u r r o u n d i n g a p e r 
f o r m a n c e seem t o be more o r l e s s e s s e n t i a l 
t o t h e p e r f o r m a n c e d e p e n d i n g u n i q u e l y on 
what a c t i o n i s u n d e r t a k e n . 
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G e n e r a l i z a t i o n (a) p o i n t s toward the e x i s t e n c e o f p r a g m a t i c 

c o n v e n t i o n s such t h a t a s p e a k e r ' s a u d i e n c e s u c c e e d s i n a c q u i r e -

i n g the p r o p e r f o r c e u p t a k e f rom what a r e o n l y a s s e r t i o n s 

and q u e s t i o n s . L a k o f f and G o r d o n , and H e r i n g e r to some e x t e n t 

as w e l l , have u n d e r t a k e n to a c c o u n t f o r g e n e r a l i z a t i o n (a) 

i n terms of ( b ) , or i n terms of c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h must be met 

f o r an a c t to have a u s u e c e s s . 

C o n c e r n i n g the r o l e of s i n c e r i t y c o n d i t i o n s i n the 

s u c c e s s o f u t t e r a n c e s w i t h i n d i r e c t f o r c e , L a k o f f and Gordon 

have made an i n g e n i o u s d e m o n s t r a t i o n : " t h u s , i f a s i n c e r e l y 

r e q u e s t s o f b t h a t b do R, then a wants b to do R, a assumes 

t h a t b can do R, assumes t h a t b w o u l d be w i l l i n g to do R, 

and .1 assumes t h a t b w i l l not do R i n the absence o f the 
1 8 

r e q u e s t : " 

6 ) a I wan t you t o t a k e o u t t h e g a r b a g e , 
b Can you t a k e o u t t h e g a r b a g e ? 
c Wou ld you be w i l l i n g t o t a k e o u t t h e g a r b a g e ? 
d W i l l you t a k e o u t t h e g a r b a g e ? 

The examples o f (6) c o r r e s p o n d u n i q u e l y to the " s i n c e r i t y " 

c o n d i t i o n s q u o t e d a b o v e ; 

Among h i s o t h e r o b j e c t i o n s to t h i s a n a l y s i s , H e r i n g e r 

p o i n t s o u t t h a t i t seems to assume t h a t " t h e i n t r i n s i c c o n 

d i t i o n s on a g i v e n i l l o c u t i o n a r y a c t a r e u n r e l a t e d to the 
1 9 

i n t r i n s i c c o n d i t i o n s on any o t h e r i l l o c u t i o n a r y a c t . " In 

f a c t , most speech a c t i o n s are u n d e r l i e d to some e x t e n t by 

c o n d i t i o n s such as t h o s e a b o v e . For e x a m p l e , a ' s b e l i e f " t h a t 
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b i s a b l e to do R" c l e a r l y must u n d e r l i e speech a c t i o n s o t h e r 

t h a n r e q u e s t i n g , l i k e o f f e r i n g , w a r n i n g , a d v i s i n g , a s k i n g , 

e t c . T h u s , the f a c t t h a t a s p e a k e r e x p r e s s e s a s i n c e r i t y 

c o n d i t i o n c a n n o t e n s u r e t h e a u d i e n c e ' s p i c k u p of the p a r t i c u l a r 

f o r c e i n t e n d e d . O t h e r w i s e , most s t u d i e s on i n d i r e c t f o r c e 

r e s t r i c t t h e m s e l v e s to d e s c r i b i n g o n l y a v e r y l i m i t e d s e t 

o f a c t i o n s , l e a v i n g the c l a s s o f e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s u n a c c o u n t e d 

f o r on the w h o l e . For the i n d i r e c t p e r f o r m a n c e of e x p o s i t o r y 

a c t i o n s the prob lems i n u s i n g i n t r i n s i c c o n d i t i o n s are g r e a t . 

For e x a m p l e , the l a s t s e n t e n c e o f the t e x t below 

has t h e f o r c e o f a c o n c l u s i o n , a f r e q u e n t l y r e o c c u r r i n g t y p e 

of e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n i n d i s c o u r s e : 

7) J o h n ' s c a r was a c l u n k e r t o b e g i n w i t h . And 
b e s i d e s , he was n e v e r a v e r y c a r e f u l d r i v e r . 
He even f o r g o t h i s g l a s s e s t h a t m o r n i n g . To 
s u g g e s t c r i m i n a l n e g l i g e n c e on t h e p a r t o f 
t h e m e c h a n i c who f i x e d h i s b r a k e s i s 
i r r e s p o n s i b l e . 

C l e a r l y a s p e a k e r wants the a u d i e n c e to see h i s p o i n t and 

may s a y , p r e s e r v i n g f o r c e , " I want you to see t h a t to s u g g e s t 

c r i m i n a l n e g l i g e n c e . . . . " The o t h e r c o r r e l a t e s , h o w e v e r , 

a r e u n s u c c e s s f u l , The examples below d e m o n s t r a t e the d e 

f i c i e n c i e s o f a p p l y i n g the k i n d s o o f b e l i e f s i n (6) to a c o n 

c l u s i o n : 

8) a ? S u r e l y you c a n s e e t h a t t o s u g g e s t c r i m i n a l . . . . 
b *Wi I I you c o n c l u d e t h a t t o s u g g e s t c r i m i n a l . . . ? 
c * l wan t t o p e r s u a d e you t h a t t o s u g g e s t c r i m i n a l . . . 
d * l wan t t o r e m i n d you t h a t t o s u g g e s t c r i m i n a l . . . . 
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In (8c ) t h e s p e a k e r makes e x p l i c i t h i s p e r l o c u t i o n a r y i n 

t e n t i o n . The p e r l o c u t i o n a r y i n t e n t i o n , w h i c h was s u f f i c i e n t 

f o r i n d i r e c t l y r e q u e s t i n g , i s c l e a r l y i n s u f f i c i e n t f o r . i n 

d i r e c t l y c o n c l u d i n g . ( R e c a l l t h a t t h e REQUEST c o r r e l a t e f o r 

CONCLUDE's I want to p e r s u a d e you was I want you to do R . ) 

For ( 8 b ) , to i n t r o d u c e what i s a c o n c l u s i o n w i t h " W i l l you 

c o n c l u d e " o r " W i l l you b e l i e v e " i s e q u a l l y u n a c c e p t a b l e , 

a l t h o u g h i t c o r r e s p o n d s to the f o r m u l a t h a t "a assumes t h a t 

b w i l l not b e l i e v e or c o n c l u d e p i n the absence o f a ' s c o n 

c l u d i n g . " L i k e w i s e , the f o r c e - a m b i g u o u s (8a) c o r r e s p o n d s 

to i ' a ' s a s s u m p t i o n t h a t b can do or see what i s r e q u i r e d , " 

but i s more o f a s o f t e n e d r e q u e s t t h a n a c o n c l u s i o n . 

(8d) r e f l e c t s a d i s t i n c t p r o b l e m o f s p e a k e r ' s know

l e d g e of f e l i c i t y c o n d i t i o n s , a l t h o u g h i t too i s r e l a t e d to 

the a s s u m p t i o n above t h a t the a u d i e n c e w i l l no* o t h e r w i s e 

a c t , know, o r r e a l i z e what the s p e a k e r i n t e n d s u n l e s s the 

s p e a k e r makes h i s i n t e n t i o n s known. In cases l i k e ( 7 ) , the 

s p e a k e r c o u l d t y p i c a l l y have announced the d i r e c t i o n of h i s 

r e a s o n i n g , or c o u l d have s t a t e d the c o n c l u s i o n he would r e a c h 

a t the end of the p r o o f he was m a k i n g . In t h e s e c a s e s , the 

s p e a k e r c o u l d t r y to e f f e c t the r e q u i s i t e f o r c e by r e m i n d i n g 

h i s a u d i e n c e of h i s announced c o n c l u s i o n . B u t , i n d o i n g s o , 

he o v e r d e t e r m i n e s f o r f o r c e and s i m p l y r e m i n d s , r a t h e r t h a n 

c o n c l u d e s . E x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s r e s i s t i n d i r e c t p e r f o r m a n c e 

by e i t h e r i n t r i n s i c c o n d i t i o n s o r by p e r f o r m a n c e o f o t h e r 



189 

a c t i o n s . As I show i n the f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r s , f o r i n d i r e c t l y 

a d m i t t i n g , c o n c e d i n g , c o n t r a d i c t i n g , g i v i n g r e a s o n s and 

e x p l a n a t i o n s , e t c . , the i n t r i n s i c c o n d i t i o n s f o r such a c t i o n s 

are c l o s e l y c o n n e c t e d to c o n t e x t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n and p r i o r 

f o r c e . 

In a d d i t i o n , the i n t e r e s t here must be i n how 

r e a d e r / h e a r e r s a r e a b l e to make judgements o f f o r c e a c c e p t 

a b i l i t y i n the d i s c o u r s e c o n t e x t o f p r i o r p e r f o r m a n c e ; t h a t 

a l l o f the i n t e r n a l f e l i c i t y c o n d i t i o n s are met i s o n l y the 

b e g i n n i n g o f the b a s i s f o r t h i s j u d g e m e n t . T h u s , t h e term 

s t a t u s has a d o u b l e r e f e r e n c e . F i r s t , i t a p p l i e s to p a r t i c u 

l a r e x p o s i t o r y cases i n w h i c h a r e a d e r / h e a r e r p r o p e r l y a s c r i b e s 

f o r c e to an u t t e r a n c e w i t h o u t b e n e f i t of s i n c e r i t y c o n d i t i o n s , 

r e l y i n g o n l y on c o n t e x t and o t h e r f o r c e - s h o w i n g d e v i c e s . 

A n d , s e c o n d , i t a p p l i e s to the f o r c e an u t t e r a n c e has i n  

r e l a t i o n to some o t h e r u n i t o f s p e e c h . For e x a m p l e , the 

second c l a u s e of an a d m i s s i o n may be an a s s e r t i o n i n r e l a t i o n 

to the s u b s e q u e n t d i s c o u r s e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f i t becomes a 

t o p i c o f a r g u m e n t . I t i s a l s o a c o n t r a d i c t i o n i n r e l a t i o n 

to the p r e v i o u s o b j e c t i o n the s p e a k e r i s a n s w e r i n g . F u r t h e r , 

i t may be a d e n i a l t h a t some s t a t e m e n t i s t r u e r a t h e r than 

j u s t an a s s e r t i o n t h a t a n o t h e r s p e a k e r i s i n c o r r e c t o r t h a t 

some c o n c l u s i o n does not f o l l o w f rom the o t h e r s p e a k e r ' s 

a r g u m e n t . That l a n g u a g e u s e r s may r e f e r to p r i o r u t t e r a n c e s 

i n such a range of ways t e s t i f i e s to the d i s t i n c t l e v e l s o f 
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o r d e r i n g and o r g a n i z a t i o n of p e r f o r m a n c e i n d i s c o u r s e , the 

s u b j e c t o f the f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r . The r e l a t i o n s between any 

u t t e r a n c e and i t s p e r f o r m a t i v e c o n t e x t a re f a r more e x t e n s i v e 

t h a n r e c e n t s t u d i e s l i k e t h o s e above i n d i c a t e . 

C o n c l u s i o n 

As a n n o u n c e d , t h i s s t u d y i s u n d e r t a k e n f f r o m the 

r e a d e r ' s p o i n t o f v i e w . T h u s , r e g a r d l e s s o f the s p e a k e r ' s 

f o r c e i n t e n t i o n s , o n l y what the r e a d e r t a k e s to be the f o r c e 

of an u t t e r a n c e can c o u n t t o w a r d the r e a d e r ' s judgement o f 

u t t e r a n c e a c c e p t a b i l i t y or p e r f o r m a t i v e s u c c e s s . W h i l e the 

s p e a k e r may i n f a c t have i d e n t i f i e d or i n t r o d u c e d t h e . i n t e n d e d 

f o r c e f o r some u t t e r a n c e , i t i s n e v e r t h e l e s s p o s s i b l e f o r the 

r e a d e r to a s c r i b e to the u t t e r a n c e i n q u e s t i o n v a r i o u s f o r c e . 

The term i l l o c u t i o n a r y s t a t u s was i n t r o d u c e d i n t h i s c h a p t e r 

to mark j u s t t h i s w i d e r a b i l i t y o f a r e a d e r . The n e x t two 

c h a p t e r s w i l l depend h e a v i l y on the consequences o f t h i s 

n o t i o n of a s c r i b e d f o r c e . 

As the f o u r t h s e c t i o n has j u s t a r g u e d , e x p o s i t o r y 

a c t i o n s have s t a t u s r e l a t i v e to the a c t i o n s p e r f o r m e d a r o u n d 

them. Many e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s , as C h a p t e r 6 w i l l c o n t i n u e 

to a r g u e , t a k e c e r t a i n o t h e r e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s as p r e p a r a 

t o r y c o n d i t i o n s ( e . g . , c l a i m s must p r e c e d e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ) . 

T h i s f a c t l e a d s l o g i c a l l y p a s t q u e s t i o n s of e x p o s i t o r y o r d e r i n g 
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t o i s s u e s o f o p t i o n a l and o b l i g a t o r y a c t i o n s , and the l a r g e r 

r e q u i r e m e n t s o f d i s c o u r s e p e r f o r m a n c e . As w e l l , even as 

r e a d e r s a s c r i b e s t a t u s to u t t e r a n c e s , so s p e a k e r s a l s o r e f e r 

back to t h e i r own a c t i o n s i n d i s c o u r s e , i d e n t i f y i n g f o r the 

a u d i e n c e t h e i r i n t e n d e d f o r c e . Readers a r e t h u s r e q u i r e d to 

e v a l u a t e d i s c o u r s e s u c c e s s not o n l y on the b a s i s o f the f o r c e 

t h e y p e r c e i v e , but on how w e l l a d i s c o u r s e u t t e r a n c e l i v e s 

up to t h e p e r f o r m a n c e i n t e n d e d by the s p e a k e r . T h i s i s s u e 

i s t a k e n up i n C h a p t e r 8, as both r e q u i r e m e n t s c o n t r i b u t e to 

and are n e c e s s a r y f o r judgements o f d i s c o u r s e s u c c e s s . 
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FOOTNOTES 

1 . C o n s i d e r , f o r e x a m p l e , A . A . H i l l ' s remark i n "A Program 
f o r the D e f i n i t i o n of L i t e r a t u r e , " University of 
Texas Studies in English_ 37 ( 1 9 5 8 ) , p . 50 : 

The d e f i n i t i o n here i s based on the commonly 
accepted b e l i e f that there i s an area of study 
which describes items within sentences3 and 
which stops with the border of the sentence. 
Such an area can be called by the value l i n -
q u i s t i c s ; the larger area of language study 
which i s not bound by the l i m i t s of the sen
tence i s here called the area of s t y l i s t i c s . 

In " L i n g u i s t i c s and P o e t i c s , " Style in Language, e d . 
T . Sebeok (New Y o r k , 1 9 6 0 ) , p . 3 5 2 , J a k o b s o n s t a t e s : 

Insistence on keeping poetics apart from 
l i n g u i s t i c s i s warranted only when the f i e l d 
of l i n g u i s t i c s appears to be i l l i c i t l y r r e 
s t r i c t e d , for example, when the sentence i s 
viewed by some l i n g u i s t s as the highest 
analyzable construction. . . . 

2 . T h i s absence of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n i s due to l a c k of a t t e n 
t i o n r a t h e r than to d e s i g n . However , i n r e c e n t 
t h e o r y , t h e r e has been an emphasis on g e n e r a l i z a 
t i o n . In Speech Acts ( C a m b r i d g e , 1 9 6 9 ) , p . 64 , 
S e a r l e s t a t e s : 

If t h i s analysis i s of any general interest 
beyond the case of promising, then i t would 
seem that these d i s t i n c t i o n s should carry over 
into other types of i l l o c u t i o n a r y act, and I 
think a l i t t l e r e f l e c t i o n w i l l show that they 
do. 

P r e s e n t l y , and perhaps p r o p e r l y , the t h e o r y shows more 
i n t e r e s t i n s i m i l a r i t i e s between a c t s t h a n d i f f e r 
ences between them. 
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3 . N o t i c e t h a t i t i s w i t h the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f e x p o s i t o r y a c t s 
l i k e a s s e r t i n g t h a t R i c h a r d s i s a b l e to r e f u t e 
S e a r l e ' s P r i n c i p l e o f E x p r e s s i b i l i t y : " t h e s e m a n t i c 
component does not s p e c i f y a l l the c o n d i t i o n s 
n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e i r [ t h e g r e a t e s t p a r t o f s e n t e n c e s 
used] a p p r o p r i a t e u t t e r a n c e . " B a r r y R i c h a r d s , 
" S e a r l e on Meaning and Speech A c t s , " Foundations 
of Language 7 ( 1 9 7 1 ) , p . 538 . A s i m i 1 a r argument 
c o u l d be made from the p o i n t o f v i e w of o b l i q u e 
a c t i o n , or i n any c a s e s i n w h i c h an u t t e r a n c e ' s 
meaning does not i d e n t i f y i t s f o r c e . 

4 . Q u e n t i n S k i n n e r , " C o n v e n t i o n s and the U n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
Speech A c t s , " P h i l o s o p h i c a l Q u a r t e r l y 2 0 , #79 
( A p r i l , 1 9 7 0 ) , p . 130 , notes t h i s t e n d e n c y and 
a r g u e s a g a i n s t i t : 

[ i f ] i t i s possible (even essential) to grasp 
t h i s i n t e n t i o n [ t o f l a t t e r ] without there being 
any e x p l i c i t avowal of i t on S's part, i t would 
seem again that the success of such acts of com
munication must at least to a s i m i l a r extent 
depend on the existence of conventions governing 
what counts in that p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n as a case 
of f l a t t e r y 3 patronage, and so on. 

5 . In p a s s i n g , n o t i c e t h a t t h i s t r e a t m e n t i s i n t e r e s t e d i n 
r e a d e r ' s u p t a k e w h i l e A u s t i n ' s t r e a t m e n t was more 
i n t e r e s t e d , or a t l e a s t as i n t e r e s t e d , i n p r o d u c 
t i o n . He c o n s i s t e n t l y r e f e r s to prob lems f o r the 
s p e a k e r , as i n " f i t t i n g our p a r t i c u l a r u t t e r a n c e , 
s a y , i n t o i t s c o n t e x t o f d i s c o u r s e , " r a t h e r than to 
prob lems f o r the a u d i e n c e . J . L A u s t i n , Row to 
Do Things with Words ( O x f o r d , 1 9 6 5 ) , p . 8 8 . 

6. S p e c i f i c a l l y , I argue t h a t n o m i n a l s o f f o r c e and p e r 
f o r m a t i v e v e r b s a r e not d e r i v a t i o n a l l y r e l a t e d 
( c o u n t e r to the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l h y p o t h e s i s ) . 
A n d , I a rgue t h a t to draw a s h a r p l i n e between s o -
c a l l e d c o n s t a t i v e s and e x p o s i t i v e a c t s w i t h r e g a r d 
to t r u t h i s a r t i f i c i a l ( c o u n t e r to the a c t i o n 
c o n d i t i o n f o r p e r f o r m a n c e ) . 

7. By s a y i n g t h a t e x p o s i t i v e s a r e " e x c e p t i o n s " to the a c t i o n 
c o n d i t i o n ( p e r f o r m a n c e can be n e i t h e r trcue nor 
f a l s e ) , I do not mean to say t h a t t h e y a r e t r u e and 
f a i l s e . R a t h e r , we t r e a t them as i f t h e y w e r e . For 
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the p u r p o s e s o f d e s c r i b i n g d i s c o u r s e , i t i s i m p o r 
t a n t to note t h a t w h i l e v e r y few u t t e r a n c e s a r e 
i n t r o d u c e d by p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b s , v e r y few u t t e r 
ances are s i m p l y s t a t e m e n t s . What seem a t f i r s t 
to be mere statements t u r n out to be o b j e c t i o n s , 
d i s t i n c t i o n s , c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s , a n a l o g i e s , a n s w e r s , 
e t c . , meaning t h a t a c t i o n s are u n d e r t a k e n by_ a 
s p e a k e r c o m m i t t i n g h i m s e l f to the t r u t h o f some
t h i n g . B u t , as A u s t i n p o i n t s o u t , op. e d i t . 3 p p . 
1 4 1 - 4 6 , the n o t i o n o f t r u t h i s a complex one and 
the d i f f e r e n c e between the p e r f o r m a t i v e and c o n -
s t a t i v e u t t e r a n c e i s a m a t t e r o f a b s t r a c t i o n and 
a r b i t r a t i o n . T h u s , f o r d i s c o u r s e , s t a t e m e n t s , 
w h i c h are i n d i r e c t forms f o r o t h e r e x p o s i t o r y 
a c t i o n s , may be t r u e and f a l s e , but the a c t i o n s 
are n o t . 

8 . In Saying and Meaning ( O x f o r d , 1 9 7 1 ) , p . 217 , Mats F u r b e r g 
c o n c l u d e s as f o l l o w s : 

If we ave to c a l l the i s s u i n g of any performative 
an i l l o c u t i o n a r y act3 such acts w i l l span utter
ances which are true or fa<bse as constatives are3 

as well as utterances which are not. It i s true 
that there w i l l be a performatory edge to them 
a l l -- for they are singled out as (parts of) 
actions. 

To give such a heterogeneous c o l l e c t i o n of speech 
acts a unitary name3 ' i l l o c u t i o n a r y act, ' i s to 
imply the falsehoods that the overlap of functions 
i s complete, not p a r t i a l , • and substantial3 not 
accidental. 

A u s t i n ' s c r i t e r i a "then may be s e r i o u s l y o v e r - s i m p l i f i e d . 

9 . Perhaps the f i r s t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l i s t p o s i t i o n was t h a t 
t a k e n by R . B . L e e s , The Grammar of English Nomi-
n a l i z a t i o n s (The Hague, 1 9 6 0 ) , but the most i m 
p o r t a n t a c c o u n t was t h a t o f G . L a k o f f , On the 
Nature of Syntactic I r r e g u l a r i t y , N S F - 1 6 , 1965 . 

10 . J . R . R o s s , Constraints on Variables in Syntax ( u n p u b 
l i s h e d M . I . T . d i s s e r t a t i o n , 1 9 6 7 ) , I n d i a n a 
U n i v e r s i t y L i n g u i s t i c s C l u b R e p r i n t , p . 7 7 . 
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1 1 . See N . Chomsky, Remarks on Nomi.nalizati.onj Readings in 
English Transformational Grammar ( e d s . ) J a c o b s and 
Rosenbaum ( 1 9 7 0 ) , p p . 1 8 4 - 2 2 1 . The p r o b l e m s h e r e 
stem not f rom g i v i n g n o m i n a l s a s e p a r a t e p l a c e i n 
the l e x i c o n , but f rom d e n y i n g f u n d a m e n t a l r e l a t i o n 
s h i p s between what the n o m i n a l s d e s i g n a t e and what 
a c t i o n s the p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b s i d e n t i f y . H o w e v e r , 
t h e term r e f u s a l i s marked i n the l e x i c o n , s p e a k e r s 
use i t to r e f e r to i n s t a n c e s i n w h i c h someone has 
r e f u s e d . 

12 . See P . F . S t r a w s o n , " I n t e n t i o n and C o n v e n t i o n i n Speech 
A c t s , " P h i l o s o p h i c a l Review ( O c t o b e r , 1 9 6 4 ) , p p . 
439-60 (see p . 59 i n p a r t i c u l a r ) . 

1 3 . S k i n n e r , op. c i t . , p p . 1 2 8 - 3 0 . 

14. S t r a w s o n , op. c i t . 3 p p . 4 4 1 - 4 4 5 . 

15 . S t r a w s o n , op. c i t . , p . 4 4 5 . 

16 . S k i n n e r , opl p . 131 . 

17 . Many w r i t e r s have p o i n t e d o u t the p r o b l e m of f o r c e a m b i 
g u i t y , but have d e f i n e d i t i n i n t e r e s t i n g l y d i f f e r e n t 
w a y s . For e x a m p l e , F u r b e r g , op. c i t . 3 p . 208 , 
s t a t e s : 

I shall say that utterances which show t h i s 
indeterminateness concerning t h e i r discourse 
or to what degree they conform to the stan
dard requirements of that discourse3 are 
force-ambiguous. 

Compare F u r b e r g ' s remark w i t h H e r i n g e r ' s a p p r o a c h , Some 
Grammatical Correlates of F e l i c i t y Conditions and 
Presuppositions3 Working Papers in L i n g u i s t i c s 3 

#11 ( F e b r u a r y , 1 9 7 2 ) , p . 7: 

The question immediately arises whether the 
i l l o c u t i o n a r y force of an utterance i s a well-
defined notion, that i s whether for a given 
utterance there i s any way of determining other 
than by vague i n t u i t i o n what i l l o c u t i o n a r y act(s) 
may be performed by the speaker using i t and 

http://Nomi.nalizati.onj
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d i s t i n g u i s h i n g such i l l o c u t i o n a r y acts from the 
possible perlocutionary acts associated with 
the utterance. 

H e r i n g e r ' s i s by f a r the more e m p i r i c a l o f the two a p p r o a c h e s , 
and i s c o n c e r n e d t h a t such n o t i o n s a c t u a l l y match 
l i n g u i s t i c b e h a v i o r . 

18 . D. Gordon and G. L a k o f f , " C o n v e r s a t i o n a l P o s t u l a t e s , " 
Papers from the Seventh Regional Meeting, C h i c a g o 
L i n g u i s t i c S o c i e t y , 1971 . 

19 . H e r i n g e r , op. c i t . 3 p . 18 . 



C h a p t e r 7 

DISCOURSE ACTION AND EXPOSITORY STRUCTURING 

D i s c o u r s e T e x t s : S t r u c t u r e and P e r f o r m a n c e 

A t h e o r y o f d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n , i n l i g h t o f the m a t e r i a l 

i n the p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r , wou ld seek to a c c o u n t f o r the s p e a k e r ' s 

i n t u i t i o n s o f c o n t i n u i t y i n terms of the o r d e r i n g o f e x p o s i 

t o r y f o r c e . S i n c e e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s may not o c c u r i n random 

o r d e r , t h e r e must e x i s t s t r u c t u r a l c o n s t r a i n t s t h a t b l o c k 

c e r t a i n e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s f rom o c c u r r i n g b e f o r e c e r t a i n o t h e r 

e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s . For e x a m p l e , c o n c l u s i o n s l o g i c a l l y f o l l o w 

arguments and e x p l a n a t i o n s , s o l u t i o n s f o l l o w the p o s i n g o f 

p r o b l e m s , c o n t r a d i c t i o n s f o l l o w c l a i m s , and a d m i s s i o n s f o l l o w 

o b j e c t i o n s made o r a n t i c i p a t e d . However , a l t h o u g h d i s c o u r s e 

s t r u c t u r e t h u s i n t e r p r e t e d wou ld r e f e r to the o r d e r i n g o f 

s u c c e s s i v e u t t e r a n c e s , r e l a t i v e to the f a c t t h a t c e r t a i n a c t i o n s 

must be p r e c e d e d by c e r t a i n o t h e r a c t i o n s , such a t h e o r y wou ld 

s t i l l be a b l e to a c c o u n t f o r o n l y one i n t u i t i o n about d i s 

c o u r s e a c c e p t a b i l i t y . 

W h i l e such a t h e o r y , i f s u c c e s s f u l , c o u l d a c c o u n t 

f o r c o n t i n u i t y f rom u t t e r a n c e to u t t e r a n c e , o r f r o m a c t i o n to 
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a c t i o n , i t c o u l d not a c c o u n t f o r the i n t u i t i o n of a l a n g u a g e 

u s e r t h a t some d i s c o u r s e t a k e n as a whole was w e l l - f o r m e d 

s t r u c t u r a l l y and s u c c e s s f u l r e l a t i v e to the o c c a s i o n t h a t 

c a l l e d f o r i t s u t t e r a n c e . To a c c o u n t f o r t h i s l a r g e r i n t u i 

t i o n , s i n c e i t i n v o l v e s s t r u c t u r e and s u c c e s s , a t h e o r y w o u l d 

have to d e t e r m i n e i f any e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s were n e c e s s a r y o r 

o b l i g a t o r y to a d i s c o u r s e , r a t h e r t h a n s i m p l y to i n d i v i d u a l 

a c t s to f o l l o w . I t would a l s o have to d e t e r m i n e w h e t h e r d i s 

c o u r s e s t h e m s e l v e s c o u l d be seen as e x p o s i t o r y a c t s o r p e r 

f o r m a t i v e b e h a v i o r . The f i r s t o f t h e s e d e t e r m i n a t i o n s i s the 

s u b j e c t o f the s e c t i o n s to f o l l o w . The s e c o n d , or whether 

e n t i r e d i s c o u r s e s c o n s t i t u t e u n i t s o f i l l o c u t i o n a r y b e h a v i o r 

( s u c c e s s f u l as a c t i o n s i n t e m s e l v e s ) , w i l l be d i s c u s s e d f i r s t . 

The p h r a s e " d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n , " a l t h o u g h above i t 

r e f e r s to e n t i r e t e x t s , s h o u l d be seen as d e s i g n a t i n g a g e n e r a l 

c a t e g o r y w h i c h i n c l u d e s a l l a c t s beyond one u t t e r a n c e i n l e n g t h 

and w h i c h are i n t e n d e d and can be c h a r a c t e r i z e d as a c t i o n s 

i n t h e m s e l v e s . T h u s , t h i s c a t e g o r y m i g h t i n c l u d e a l l a c t i o n s 

f rom t w o - s e n t e n c e c o m p a r i s o n s to f i v e a c t t r a g e d i e s , p r o v i d e d 

the a c t i o n s a r e i n t e n d e d and c h a r a c t e r i z a b l e as s u c h . The 

i n t e n t i o n c r i t e r i o n does not r u l e out t h a t an a u d i e n c e i n 

f a c t w i l l be a b l e to r e f e r to the passage i n q u e s t i o n i n t h e i r 

own t e r m s , a s c r i b i n g f o r c e a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r u p t a k e ; r a t h e r , 

what i s i m p o r t a n t i s the 1 e n g t h o f the p a s s a g e . The s p e a k e r 

must i n t e n d a p a r t i c u l a r passage as c o u n t i n g as a c e r t a i n 

a c t i o n , and must be a b l e to s p e c i f y the b o u n d a r i e s o f the a c t i o n . 
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S i n c e the case f o r d i s c o u r s e as e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n i s 

a l m o s t a p r i m a f a c i e o n e , the above a t t e m p t a t d e f i n i t i o n may 

seem u n m o t i v a t e d . However , one p o s s i b l e s o u r c e of c o n f u s i o n 

i s a v o i d e d . The pr ima f a c i e case l i e s i n the f a c t t h a t terms 

e x i s t i n the l a n g u a g e w h i c h r e f e r to and i d e n t i f y d i s c o u r s e 

a c t i o n s ; e x p o s i t o r y n o m i n a l s e x i s t w h i c h r e f e r to l a r g e r 

u t t e r a n c e s than s i n g l e s e n t e n c e s . N e v e r t h e l e s s , many terms 

may r e f e r e i t h e r to s i n g l e s e n t e n c e s o r to l a r g e r u n i t s o f ' 

u t t e r a n c e . For e x a m p l e , a d e s c r i p t i o n c o u l d be one or hundreds 

of s e n t e n c e s i n l e n g t h * p r o v i d e d the l o n g e r passage c o n t i n u e s 

to c o u n t as a d e s c r i p t i o n . 

H o w e v e r , i n s t e a d of r e l y i n g e x c l u s i v e l y on the n o m i n a l 

case or on c r i t e r i a as g e n e r a l as "Can e n t i r e t e x t s be speech 

u n d e r t a k e n w i t h the i n t e n t i o n of d o i n g s o m e t h i n g ? " or " A r e 

e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s l i k e a r g u i n g n e c e s s a r i l y c o n f i n e d to s i n g l e 

s e n t e n c e s ? " the d i s c u s s i o n here w i l l i n c o r p o r a t e more t e l l 

i n g c r i t e r i a and t e s t s . S p e c i f i c a l l y , i f d i s c o u r s e s a r e to 

e o u n t t as a c t i o n s i n t h e m s e l v e s , i t s h o u l d be p o s s i b l e to 

show t h a t , l i k e o t h e r a c t i o n s , t h e y must meet p r e p a r a t o r y and 

p r o p o s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t c o n d i t i o n s to be s u c c e s s f u l . C o n s i d e r 

the f o l l o w i n g : 

l ) a * * E v e r y o n e s h o u l d - have t h e l e g a l r i g h t t o make 
b a t h t u b a l c o h o l . A d m i t t e d l y n o t e v e r y o n e 
m i g h t want t o , b u t t h o s e who do s h o u l d be a b l e 
t o . F o r i n s t a n c e , I know o f someone who w o u l d 
t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f t h e new ;haw. If he d o e s , 
t h o u g h , I c e r t a i n l y w o u l d n ' t want t o t a s t e t h e 
p r o d u c t . A l o t o f p e o p l e m i g h t k i l l t h e m s e l v e s . 
I hope t h i s a r g u m e n t has c o n v i n c e d y o u . 
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b E v e r y o n e s h o u l d have t h e l e g a l r i g h t t o make 
b a t h t u b a l c o h o l . Homemade w i n e s and b e e r a r e 
n o t p r e s e n t l y i l l e g a l , and most d i s t i l l e d p r o 
d u c t s a r e o n l y s l i g h t l y more a l c o h o l i c . I t 
m i g h t be a r g u e d t h a t s u c h a d e v e l o p m e n t w o u l d 
i n j u r e t h e l i q u o r i n d u s t r y , b u t l i q u o r w o u l d 
s t i I I be needed f o r t h o s e c h o o s i n g n o t t o have 
a home d i s t i l l e r y . I f t h e G o v e r n m e n t d o e s n ' t 
w o r r y a b o u t s a l e s o f homemade b e e r and w i n e , 
i t s h o u l d n ' t be c o n c e r n e d a b o u t p o s s i b l e and 
l i m i t e d s a l e s o f b o o z e . I hope t h i s a r g u m e n t 
has p e r s u a d e d y o u . 

A l t h o u g h the u t t e r a n c e p a i r s s h a r e common t o p i c s and o r d e r e d 

f o r c e r e l a t i o n s , our e x p e c t a t i o n s about the w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s o f 

( l a ) as an argument a re u n s a t i s f i e d . 

W i t h r e g a r d to ( l b ) , n o t i c e t h a t the c o n d i t i o n s 

t h a t must be met p r e p a r a t o r y to d i s c o u r s e e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s 

are p a r a l l e l to t h o s e w h i c h must be met p r i o r to s e n t e n t i a l 

e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s . For such d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n s as a r g u i n g , 

d i s c u s s i n g , e x p l a i n i n g , d e s c r i b i n g , a n a l y z i n g , e t c . , i t must 

not be o b v i o u s to both s p e a k e r and a u d i e n c e t h a t the a u d i e n c e 

w i l l know o r a l r e a d y b e l i e v e s what the s p e a k e r i s a s s e r t i n g . 

In the case of a r g u i n g , the a c t i o n w i l l c o u n t as an a t t e m p t 

to p e r s u a d e . For d i s c u s s i n g and e x p l a i n i n g , t h e s e a c t i o n s 

o f t e n c o u n t as a t t e m p t s to i m p a r t a b i l i t y o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

O t h e r w i s e , f o r a r g u i n g , the s p e a k e r must b e l i e v e t h a t the 

a u d i e n c e may not be p e r s u a d e d u n l e s s he u n d e r t a k e s to a r g u e . 

However , w h i l e t h e s e a r e the t y p e o f c o n d i t i o n s t h a t 

must be s a t i s f i e d p r i o r to a c t s i n g e n e r a l , d i s c o u r s e a c t s 

o f l e s s than t e x t l e n g t h , but l o n g e r t h a n a s i n g l e s e n t e n c e , 

have e x p o s i t o r y p r i o r c o n d i t i o n s . 
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2) The f i r s t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n w o u l d c o n s i s t i n 
c o n s i d e r i n g them i f n o t i n n a t e a t l e a s t r e 
s u l t i n g e x c l u s i v e l y f r o m b i o l o g i c a l f a c t o r s 
o f an e p i g e n e t i c n a t u r e . . . . I t was i n 
t h i s d i r e c t i o n t h a t K o n r a d L o r e n z t u r n e d . 
L o r e n z , one o f t h e f o u n d e r s o f c o n t e m p o r a r y 
e t h o l o g y , b e l i e v e s i n a_ p r i o r i k n o w l e d g e and 
i n t e r p r e t s i t on t h e mode o f i n s t i n c t s . 

? * T h e c e n t r a l p r o b l e m i n t h i s r e s p e c t i s t h a t o f 
t h e n a t u r e o f i n t e l l e c t u a l o p e r a t i o n s , 
e s p e c i a l l y o f I o g i c o - m a t h e m a t i c a I s t r u c t u r e s . 
A c e r t a i n number o f h y p o t h e s e s a r e - p o s s i b l e 
w h i c h , among o t h e r t h i n g s , c o r r e s p o n d t o t h e 
f o u r p r e c e d i n g d i s t i n c t f a c t o r s , e v e n t u a l l y 
w i t h a d d i t i o n a l s u b d i v i s i o n s . 

( Jean P i a g e t , Psychology and 
Epistemology, 1971) 

The p a r a g r a p h s i n (2) have been r e v e r s e d to show t h a t i n t r o 

d u c i n g i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s and prob lems i s empty w i t h o u t a p p r o 

p r i a t e o b j e c t s b e i n g e s t a b l i s h e d . The a u d i e n c e ' s s e a r c h to 

e s t a b l i s h a r e f e r e n t f o r p r o b l e m , s p e c i f i e d as i t i s , w i l l 

f a i l . O b j e c t i o n s and s o l u t i o n s , o f w h a t e v e r l e n g t h , t y p i c a l l y 

f o l l o w c l a i m s and p r o b l e m s , o f w h a t e v e r l e n g t h . 

A l o n g p a r a l l e l l i n e s , passages t a k e n f rom c o n t e x t , 

and u n i d e n t i f i e d by e x p o s i t o r y f o r c e i d e n t i f y i n g t e r m s , w i l l 

be s e p a r a t e d f rom w h a t e v e r p r e p a r a t o r y c o n d i t i o n s t h e y h a v e , 

o f t e n r e s u l t i n g i n f o r c e a m b i g u i t y : 

3) A m a j o r d e f e c t i n t h e o p i n i o n handed down was 
t h e t a l k a b o u t t h e n e w s p a p e r s b e i n g c r i m i n a l l y 
l i a b l e . S i n c e t h e c o u r t s a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
d e c i d i n g o n l y t h e c a s e s b e f o r e t h e m , j u d g e s 
s h o u l d s p e a k t o t h e p o i n t . T h e i r o p i n i o n s 
s h o u l d have t o do w i t h t h e l i t i g a t i o n . J u s t i c e 
L abe s w a n t e d t o r u l e on an i s s u e no t i n q u e s t i o n , 
and f i n d t h e n e w s p a p e r s g u i l t y o f a n o t h e r c h a r g e . 
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In d i f f e r e n t c i r c u m s t a n c e s , ( 3 ) c o u l d be r e f e r r e d to a c c e p t a b l y 

as e i t h e r an e x p l a n a t i o n o r an a r g u m e n t , but n o t b o t h . I f 

the s p e a k e r can assume t h a t h i s a u d i e n c e knows n o t h i n g about 

the i s s u e or h o l d s an o p i n i o n c o n t r a r y to the a u t h o r ' s , he 

makes the p e r t i n e n t c l a i m o r d e s c r i p t i o n o f h i s b e l i e f and 

p r o c e e d s to argue f o r i t by the g i v i n g of r e a s o n s . However , 

i f the c o n t e x t i s such t h a t the a u d i e n c e has f i r s t asked the 

s p e a k e r why he b e l i e v e s t h a t such a s t a t e of a f f a i r s i s the 

c a s e , then the s p e a k e r i s not under o b l i g a t i o n to a r g u e , but 

to e x p l a i n . He w i l l not be t r y i n g to p e r s u a d e or c o n v i n c e , 

but s i m p l y to r e p o r t h i s own r e a s o n s f o r b e l i e f . L i k e w i s e , 

i n a n o t h e r c o n t e x t , (3) c o u l d c o u n t as a c r i t i c i s m , o r an 

o b l i q u e p i e c e o f a d v i c e to a n o t h e r j u s t i c e , or even a r e v i s i o n 

of a p r e v i o u s l y t a k e n p o s i t i o n . 

N o t i c e as w e l l , t h a t o f t e n a d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n may be 

u n d e r t a k e n o b l i q u e l y o r i n d i r e c t l y : 

4 ) a O b v i o u s l y t h e r e i s no e a s y a n s w e r t o t h e q u e s t i o n 
o f l a t e m e d i e v a l a n d s c h o l a s t i c i n f l u e n c e s o n 
t h e t h o u g h t o f G a l i l e o . T h e l i n e o f a r g u m e n t 
p u r s u e d i n t h i s p a p e r s u g g e s t s a m o d e s t c o n c l u s i o n . 

b In c o n t r a s t w i t h s u c h s w e e p i n g a l l e g a t i o n s , l e t 
u s c o n s i d e r w h a t may be a m o r e p r o m i s i n g a l t e r 
n a t i v e by t a k i n g a n e m p i r i c a l d e s c r i p t i o n r a t h e r 
t h a n a c o n c e p t u a l o n e . 

c In c l a i m i n g t h a t i n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e f i l m 
t h e l i g h t i n g r u n s c o u n t e r t o t h e v e r y b a s i c 
q u a l i t y o f t h e p - h e t u r e s , I b e g i n an e x t e n d e d 
a n a l y s i s o f t h e c i n e m a t o g r a p h y . 

In t h e s e c a s e s , o f a r g u i n g w h i l e a n s w e r i n g , o f c o n t r a s t i n g 

w h i l e d e s c r i b i n g , and of c l a i m i n g w h i l e b e g i n n i n g to a n a l y z e , 
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the l a r g e r d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n ( the a c t i o n w h i c h i s c o n s i s t e n t 

w i t h the p r e p a r a t o r y c o n d i t i o n s ) i s p e r f o r m e d o b l i q u e l y by 

o t h e r a c t i o n s . 

T h u s , i t i s p o s s i b l e to speak of d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n s i n 

terms of p r e p a r a t o r y c o n d i t i o n s , as a c t i o n s w h i c h may be u n d e r 

t a k e n o b l i q u e l y , as a c t i o n s w i t h ambiguous f o r c e when the 

p r e p a r a t o r y c o n d i t i o n s a r e not known, and as a c t i o n s h a v i n g 

c o n s t r a i n t s on t h e i r p r o p o s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t (see (1) a b o v e ) . 

More d e c i s i v e l y , i t i s p . o s ' s i b l e to r e f e r to d i s c o u r s e t e x t s 

and passages i n terms of f o r c e . However , the i m p o r t a n t f a c t 

here i s t h a t the o r d e r i n g of i n d i v i d u a l e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s i s 

not i n d e p e n d e n t i ' y y s u f f i c i ent to p r e v e n t a d i s c o u r s e f rom 

f a i l i n g as an a c t i o n , and hence becoming u n a c c e p t a b l e because 

u n s u c c e s s f u l . A c c e p t a b i l i t y depends on the s a t i s f y i n g o f 

i n t r i n s i c and e x t r i n s i c c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e d i s c o u r s e asaan 

u t t e r a n c e w i t h i l l o c u t i o n a r y f o r c e . W h i l e the p r e s e n t d i s 

c u s s i o n has been p r i n c i p a l l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h e x t r i n s i c c o n d i 

t i o n s , the s e c t i o n s to f o l l o w w i l l c o n c e r n i n t r i n s i c c o n d i -

t o i n s , c h i e f l y w i t h r e g a r d to s t r u c t u r i n g arid p r o p o s i t i o n a l 

c o n t e n t . However , t h e s e i n t r i n s i c c o n d i t i o n s s h o u l d not be 

seen o u t s i d e of the p e r s p e c t i v e of the d i s c o u r s e as an a c t i o n 

i n i t s e l f . 
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S t r u c t u r i n g a t the D i s c o u r s e A c t i o n L e v e l 

T u r n i n g d i r e c t l y to i n t e r n a l c r i t e r i a f o r s u c c e s s , 

an i m p o r t a n t g e n e r a l i z a t i o n r e m a i n s to be drawn from example 

(1) on page 199. D i s c o u r s e t e x t s a r e c h a r a c t e r ! " z a b l e as 

u t t e r a n c e s h a v i n g the i l l o c u t i o n a r y s t a t u s o f an argument 

when the s p e a k e r u n d e r t a k e s to p e r s u a d e the a u d i e n c e by g i v i n g 

r e a s o n s f o r some c l a i m o r p o s i t i o n . W i t h o u t o f f e r i n g such 

r e a s o n s the s p e a k e r c a n n o t be s a i d to be t r y i n g to p e r s u a d e 

someone o f the t r u t h o f s o m e t h i n g , but m e r e l y making a c l a i m , 

as i n the case i n ( l a ) . C o n v e r s e l y , w i t h o u t making a c l a i m 

or t a k i n g a p o s i t i o n , the mere g i v i n g of r e a s o n s i s empty . 

For a d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n to be t a k e n as an a r g u m e n t , i t must 

be s t r u c t u r e d to c o n t a i n a t l e a s t one u t t e r a n c e w h i c h i s 

to be t a k e n as a c l a i m and a t l e a s t one u t t e r a n c e w h i c h i s 

to be t a k e n as a r e a s o n to b e l i e v e the c l a i m to be t r u e . 

Whereas the p r e v i o u s d i s c u s s i o n c o n c e r n e d s t r u c t u r e a l o n g 

the l i n e s o f o r d e r i n g c o n d i t i o n s , the p r e s e n t d i s c u s s i o n 

c o n c e r n s the c o n s t i t u e n t s t r u c t u r e of d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n s . 

Compare the c o n s t i t u e n t a c t i o n s u n d e r t a k e n i n ( 5 ) , 

w h i c h i s an a r g u m e n t , w i t h t h o s e u n d e r t a k e n i n ( 6 ) , w h i c h 

i s a d i s c u s s i o n . 

5) The use o f c o m p u t e r s i n p r o c e s s i n g p e r s o n a l 
need s i s d e h u m a n i z i n g . Anyone who has c r e d i t 
c a r d s o r has e v e r r e g i s t e r e d f o r a n y t h i n g knows 
t h a t t h e i r a s s i g n e d numbers a r e more i m p o r t a n t 
t h a n t h e i r names . In s u c h c i r c u m s t a n c e s one 
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i s no more t h a n a s e t o f f e a t u r e s l i k e a g e , 
s e x , and w h a t e v e r e l s e i s i n t h e ma rked b o x e s . 
A t b e s t , a p e r s o n i s j u s t a s e t o f a n s w e r s  
o r a p a r t i c u l a r p a t t e r n o f c i r c u i t s . 

D i s c u s s i o n s and arguments both are i n i t i a t e d by the i n t r o d u c 

t i o n o f some c l a i m to be a rgued or d i s c u s s e d , but the d i s 

c u s s i o n must i n c l u d e b o t h r e a s o n s f o r and r e a s o n s a g a i n s t 

t a k i n g the c l a i m to be t r u e . 

6) The q u e s t i o n o f w h e t h e r o r n o t t h e use o f c o m 
p u t e r s i n p r o c e s s i n g p e r s o n a l needs i s d e 
h u m a n i z i n g has o f t e n been d e b a t e d . I t seems 
c l e a r t h a t a p e r s o n does become no more t h a n a  
number when u s i n g a c r e d i t c a r d o r f i l l i n g o u t 
a p p l i c a t i o n s . On t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e i n c o n 
v e n i e n c e and w a s t e o f t i m e o c c a s i o n e d by t h e  
l a c k o f s u c h d e v i c e s i s j u s t as d e h u m a n i z i n g . 
In a d d i t i o n , one w o u l d have t o a n s w e r t h e  
same t r i v i a l q u e s t i o n s w h e t h e r f i l l i n g o u t 
c a r d s o r t r a n s a c t i n g w i t h f e l l o w humans . How
e v e r , t h e r e i s no room f o r s p e c i a l needs t o  
be e x p r e s s e d . o n a c o m p u t e r c a r d . 

In a d i s c u s s i o n , the s p e a k e r u n d e r t a k e s not to p e r s u a d e h i s 

a u d i e n c e . In t h i s w a y , not e v e r y d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n must 

i n c l u d e the same o b l i g a t o r y s e n t e n t i a l a c t i o n s n e c e s s a r y f o r 

i t s p e r f o r m a n c e . 

The d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n of a n a l y z i n g i s a n o t h e r case 

i n p o i n t . A l t h o u g h s u p e r f i c i a l l y s i m i l a r to a r g u i n g , i t i s 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d by d e s c r i p t i o n s and d i s t i n c t i o n s . By r e f e r r i n g 

to " d i s t i n c t i o n " here i s meant a s p e c i a l c l a s s o f d e n i a l s . 

The a c t r e q u i r e s an e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t some e lement s h o u l d be 

t a k e n as a w h o l e , w h i c h the s p e a k e r must deny i n making the 

d i s t i n c t i o n . O r d i n a r y d e n i a l s demand a n t e c e d e n t a s s e r t i o n s . 
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7) J o h n was s e e n r u n n i n g f r o m t h e s c e n e o f t h e 
a 6 c i d e n t . ( A S S E R T ) . 
No, J o h n was s e e n w a l k i n g t o w a r d t h e w r e c k . 
(DEN IAL ) . 

8) T h e r e i s S k i n n e r t h e p h i l o s o p h e r (WaI den Two ) . 
T h e r e i s S k i n n e r t h e s c i e n t i s t ' ( V e r b a l b e h a v i o r ) . 
T h e r e i s S k i n n e r t h e s o c i a l e n g i n e e r ( Sc i e n c e  
and Human B e h a v i o r ) . H u m a n i s t i c a l l y o r i e n t e d 
p o l i t i c a l t h e o r i s t s h a v e , q u i t e u n d e r s t a n d a b l y , 
r e a c t e d t o S k i n n e r t h e p h i l o s o p h e r . ( D I S T I N C T I O N S ) . 

The a s s u m p t i o n s u n d e r l y i n g a d i s t i n c t i o n i s t h a t some d i f f e r e n c e 

e x i s t s between two e l e m e n t s w h i c h are commonly t a k e n to be 

one e lement o r p a r t s o f the same e l e m e n t . An a n a l y s i s t a k e s 

some o b j e c t and e s t a b l i s h e s t h e s e d i f f e r e n c e s by v i r t u e of 

d i s t i n c t i o n s and d e s c r i p t i o n s . (9) below i s an a n a l y s i s 

i n terms o f e x p e c t a t i o n s and range of b e l i e f . 

9) We mus t now a t t e m p t t o a n a l y z e what i s 
' e x p r e s s e d ' by t h e wo rd s 'A i s a l w a y s f o I l owed 
by B . ' What i s e x p r e s s e d c a n n o t be m e r e l y 
t h a t , when I e x p e r i e n c e A, I e x p e c t B, f o r 
t h i s i s a n o t h e r g e n e r a l l a w , w h i c h w o u l d have 
t o be s i m i l a r l y a n a l y z e d , and we w o u l d t h u s 
be l e d i n t o an e n d l e s s r e g r e s s . What i s 
e x p r e s s e d must be a b e l i e f i n v o l v i n g b o t h A 
and B, n o t a m e r e l y c a u s a l r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n 
a b e l i e f i n v o l v i n g o n l y A and a n o t h e r b e l i e f 
i n v o l v i n g o n l y B. 

(9) c o n t r a s t s w i t h ( 1 0 ) , w h i c h i s an a n a l y s i s i n terms o f 

d e s c r i p t i o n . 

10) L e t us i m a g i n e t h e s i t u a t i o n o f an i n d i v i d u a l 
A who i s t r y i n g t o g e t a me s s age t o a f r i e n d 
B who i s a l m o s t o u t o f e a r s h o t and l e t us 
s u p p o s e t h a t c o m m u n i c a t i o n i s f u r t h e r hampered 
by v a r i o u s k i n d s o f i n t e r f e r e n c e - - n o i s e f r o m 
e l s e w h e r e . What w i l l A do? I f he i s s e n s i b l e 
he w i l l n o t be s a t i s f i e d w i t h s h o u t i n g h i s 
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mes sage j u s t o n c e , he w i l l s h o u t i t s e v e r a l 
t i m e s , and g i v e a d i f f e r e n t w o r d i n g t o t h e 
mes sage e a c h t i m e , s u p p l e m e n t i n g h i s wo rd s 
w i t h v i s u a l s i g n a l s . A t t h e r e c e i v i n g end 
B may v e r y l i k e l y g e t t h e m e a n i n g o f e a c h 
o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l m e s s a g e s s l i g h t l y w r o n g , 
b u t when he p u t s them t o g e t h e r t h e r e d u n 
d a n c i e s and t h e m u t u a l c o n s i s t e n c i e s w i l l 
make i t q u i t e c l e a r wha t i s ' r e a l l y ' b e i n g 
s a i d . 

Both (9<))and (10) " b r e a k down" c o n t r a s t i v e l y some o b j e c t w h i c h 

i s p r o b l e m a t i c t a k e n as a w h o l e . They may be i n c l u d e d i n 

arguments and e x p l a n a t i o n s or appear i n d e p e n d e n t l y . 

S i m i l a r l y , e x p l a n a t i o n s a r e composed of d e s c r i p t i o n s . 

N o t i c e t h a t e x p l a n a t i o n s why are s i m i l a r to arguments i n t h a t 

when the s p e a k e r e x p l a i n s why i t i s he b e l i e v e s some s t a t e 

of a f f a i r s to h o l d he i s commonly e x p e c t e d to g i v e h i s r e a s o n s . 

However , f o r f a c t i v e e x p l a n a t i o n s of bo th why and how, the 

u t t e r a n c e s have the s t a t u s of d e s c r i p t i o n s . 

I I ) E x a c t l y how doe s t h e hormone a c t i v a t e t h e 
g e n e s ? A g r o u p has f o u n d e v i d e n c e t h a t 
i n t h e c e l l s o f t h e c h i c k ' s o v i d u c t t h e 
hormone p r o g e s t e r o n e , w h i c h a c t i v a t e s g e n e s 
t h a t g i v e r i s e t o t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f t h e 
p r o t e i n ( a v i d i n ) , i s bound t o a r e c e p t o r 
m o l e c u l e o f p r o t e i n i n t h e c y t o p l a s m o f a 
t a r g e t c e l l . The hormone r e c e p t o r c o m p l e x 
t h e n moves i n t o t h e n u c l e u s o f t h e c e l l , 
w h e r e i t becomes a s s o c i a t e d w i t h c h r o m a t i n : 
t h e m a t e r i a l t h a t i n c o r p o r a t e s t h e g e n e s . 
T h e r e a f t e r , t h e r e a r e q u a n t i t a t i v e and 
q u a l i t a t i v e c h a n g e s i n t h e s y n t h e s i s o f 
n u c l e a r r i b o n u c l e i c a c i d l e a d i n g u l t i m a t e l y 
t o t h e s y n t h e s i s o f a v i d i n . 

Where e x p l a n a t i o n s i n v o l v e s t a t e m e n t s made by o t h e r s , r e p o r t s 

a c c e p t a b l y r e p l a c e d e s c r i p t i o n s ; but s t i l l , an e x p l a n a t i o n 
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c o n t a i n i n g c r i t i c i s m s , o b j e c t i o n s , c o n c e s s i o n s , and c o u n t e r 

c l a i m s o n l y , would not be an e x p l a n a t i o n . 

W h i l e a c l a i m and u t t e r a n c e s w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e r e a s o n s 

f o r the c l a i m to be t a k e n as t r u e are o b l i g a t o r y i n a r g u m e n t s , 

t h e r e a re many o p t i o n a l a c t i o n s a v a i l a b l e i n a l l d i s c o u r s e 

p e r f o r m a n c e . Compared to t h e o b l i g a t o r y a c t i o n s a b o v e , t h e s e 

a c t i o n s have an o r i e n t a t i v e r a t h e r t h a n a c o n s t i t u e n t f u n c 

t i o n . W h i l e not n e c e s s a r y p a r t s o f a r g u m e n t s , a d m i s s i o n s and 

d i s t i n c t i o n s a t the u t t e r a n c e l e v e l i m p r o v e the argument as 

a whole by a n t i c i p a t i n g o b j e c t i o n s and g i v i n g such c l a i m s as 

appear t h e r e more e x p l i c i t e x p r e s s i o n s . For e x a m p l e , t h i s 

o p t i o n a l i t y can be seen i n what i s known r h e t o r i c a l l y as 

t h e " i n t r o d u c t i o n . " A l l o f the f o l l o w i n g c o u l d appear a c c e p t 

a b l y i n the i n t r o d u c t i o n of a t e x t i n w h i c h i t i s p o i n t e d 

o u t t h a t a l t h o u g h the U . S . Supreme C o u r t handed down a v e r y 

p o p u l a r d e c i s i o n i n the P e n t a g o n 3 P S p e r s c a s e , the C o u r t 

f a i l e d to e x p l a i n i t s d e c i s i o n , m i s s i n g the o p p o r t u n i t y to 

s e t a p r e c e d e n t f o r many o t h e r such c a s e s . 

I2 ) a The Supreme C o u r t f a i l e d t h e p u b l i c i n t h e 
P e n t a g o n P a p e r s c a s e . ( CHARGE ) , 

b The Supreme C o u r t ' s h a n d l i n g o f t h e P e n t a g o n 
P a p e r s c a s e was one o f t h e mos t i n t e r e s t i n g 
i n r e c e n t y e a r s . (CLA IM I NTEREST ) , 

c The P e n t a g o n P a p e r s c a s e b r i n g s t o l i g h t a 
s e r i o u s wea k n e s s i n t h e j u d i c i a l p r o c e s s o f 
t h e Supreme C o u r t . (POSE PROBLEM) , 

d The q u e s t i on o f wha t t h e Supreme C o u r t s h o u l d 
have done i n t h e P e n t a g o n P a p e r s c a s e i s s t i I I 
b e i n g d e b a t e d . (QUEST ION ) . 
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e The Supreme C o u r t ' s h a n d l i n g o f t h e P e n t a g o n 
P a p e r s c a s e has been h a i l e d i n t h e p o p u l a r 
p r e s s as a d e f e n s e o f t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n . In 
t r u t h , t h e y have f a i l e d u s . (REFUTE STEREOTYPE ) . 

f We want t o d e v e l o p an a n a l y s i s o f t h e Supreme 
C o u r t ' s b e h a v i o r i n t h e P e n t a g o n P a p e r s c a s e . 
(ANNOUNCE INTENT ION) . 

g T h e r e a r e good r e a s o n s t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e 
Supreme C o u r t may have f a i l e d us s e r i o u s l y i n 
t h e P e n t a g o n P a p e r s d e c i s i o n . ( INTRODUCE TOP IC 
OF D ISCUSS ION) . 

U n d e r l i n e d above are t y p i c a l p r e d i c a t e s and n o m i n a l s 

w h i c h s e r v e i n f o r c e - s h o w i n g ' c a p a c i t i e s . In the case of ( b ) , 

the p r e d i c a t e s c o u l d have been i m p o r t a n t , v i t a l , o r any one 

of a c l a s s o f p r e d i c a t e s w h i c h s e r v e to n o t i f y the r e a d e r 

t h a t some t e x t i s w o r t h h i s a t t e n t i o n . The p o i n t to be made 

here i s t h a t not e v e r y a c t i o n i n a d i s c o u r s e i s o f the same 

r a n k ; the s i m p l e v iew o f d i s c o u r s e p e r f o r m a t i v e s t r u c t u r e 

i n t r o d u c e d e a r l i e r m i s s e s the f a c t t h a t such s t r u c t u r e s 

i n v o l v e o p t i o n a l and o b l i g a t o r y a c t i o n s . 

O b i i g a t o r y ' A c t i o n s and O r d e r i n g 

To t h i s p o i n t , the a n a l y s i s o f f e r e d has p r e s e n t e d 

a g e n e r a l s k e t c h of d i s c o u r s e s t r u c t u r e . The a c c o u n t has 

o f f e r e d e v i d e n c e t h a t the f o l l o w i n g g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s must 

be i n c l u d e d i n any c o m p l e t e a c c o u n t o f d i s c o u r s e s t r u c t u r e . 

a) I n d i v i d u a l u t t e r a n c e s i n d i s c o u r s e have 
e x p o s i t o r y f o r c e . 

b) I n d i v i d u a l e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s do n o t o c c u r 
i n random o r d e r . 
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c ) C o n t e n t and common t o p i c c o n s t r a i n t s a r e 
n o t s u f f i c i e n t t o a c c o u n t f o r d i s c o u r s e 
c o n t i n u i t y . 

d) D i s c o u r s e t e x t s c o n s t i t u t e u n i t s o f p e r 
f o r m a t i v e b e h a v i o r . 

e) D i s c o u r s e a c t i o n s i n c l u d e t h e p e r f o r m a n c e 
o f o p t i o n a l and o b l i g a t o r y a c t i o n s a t t h e 
i n d i v i d u a l u t t e r a n c e l e v e l . 

(e) makes r e f e r e n c e to c e r t a i n a c t i o n s a t the s e n t e n t i a l l e v e l 

w h i c h are n e c e s s a r i l y p r e s e n t f o r the d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n to 

meet t h e s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n t i o n s and r e a s o n s f o r i n i t i a t i n g 

s p e e c h . G i v e n t e x t (13) b e l o w , ('14) may be t a k e n a c c o r d i n g 

t o p r e v i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n s as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of i t s u n d e r 

l y i n g p e r f o r m a t i v e s t r u c t u r e . 

I 3 ) a I a p p r e c i a t e t h e P r o f e s s o r ' s l e t t e r , and j u s t 
w i s h t o c l e a r up one s m a l l m a t t e r , 

b He t a k e s e x c e p t i o n t o t h e word " i n d u c e d " t o 
d e s c r i b e a p e r s o n ' s b e h a v i o r i n a S k i n n e r i a n 
env i r o n m e n t . 

c I know t h a t S k i n n e r s a y s t h a t he p r e f e r s 
" em i t t e d . " 

d B u t , i n Beyond Freedom and Dignity, he w r i t e s : 
" T h e s i m p l e f a c t i s t h a t a c u l t u r e w h i c h f o r 
any r e a s o n i n d u c e s i t s members t o work f o r 
i t s s u r v i v a l . . . i s more l i k e l y t o s u r v i v e . " 

e S k i n n e r i s f a i t h f u l h e r e t o h i s own o v e r r i d i n g 
a m b i t i o n : t h e c r e a t i on o f d e s i r e d b e h a v i o r 
t h r o u g h d e l i b e r a t e s c i e n t i f i c i n t e r v e n t i o n . 

f S k i n n e r s h o u l d n o t o b j e c t i f o t h e r s u se 
" i n d u c e d " when d i s c u s s i n g h i s i d e a s . 

14) . OBJECT ION : A u t h o r s h o u l d n o t have u sed " i n d u c e d . " 
COUNTER: The a u t h o r ' s use o f t h i s t e r m i s j u s t i f i e d . 
REASON: S k i n n e r h i m s e l f u s e s t h i s w o r d . 
CONCLUSION: The o b j e c t i o n i s s p u r i o u s . 
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An a n a l y s i s o f the t e x t u s i n g o m i s s i o n and r e o r d e r i n g t e s t s 

r e d u c e s the n e c e s s a r y c o n t e n t i n terms o f a c t i o n s to ( 1 5 ) . 

15) The p r o f e s s o r t a k e s e x c e p t i o n t o t h e word 
" i n d u c e d " t o d e s c r i b e a p e r s o n ' s b e h a v i o r 
i n a S k i n n e r i a n e n v i r o n m e n t . B u t , i n 
Beyond Freedom and Dignity, S k i n n e r w r i t e s : 

"The s i m p l e f a c t i s t h a t a c u l t u r e w h i c h f o r 
any r e a s o n i n d u c e s i t s members t o work f o r 
i t s s u r v i v a l . . . i s more l i k e l y t o s u r v i v e . " 
S k i n n e r s h o u l d n o t o b j e c t i f o t h e r s i u s e 
" i n d u c e d " when d i s c u s s i n g h i s i d e a s . 

As the u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e f o r m u l a i n (14) r e v e a l s , 

u t t e r a n c e s ( a ) , ( c ) , and (e) a re o p t i o n a l i n so f a r as t h e y 

c o u l d be d e l e t e d w i t h o u t l e a v i n g the r e s u l t i n g t e x t u n a c c e p t 

a b l e , ( a ) , f o r e x a m p l e , c o u l d be r e o r d e r e d to appear a f t e r 

( b ) . I t c o u l d not appear a c c e p t a b l y a f t e r ( f ) , but t h i s 

f a c t c o u l d be h a n d l e d i n the t h e o r y by p o s t u l a t i n g f o r o p t i o n a l 

e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s a s c a l e o f ^ a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s . On one end 

of the s c a l e t h e y c o u l d be o m i t t e d e n t i r e l y w i t h o u t a i r e s u 1 t i n g 

l o s s o f a c c e p t a b i l i t y , and on the o t h e r end they m i g h t be 

r e o r d e r e d on a d e c r e a s i n g s c a l e of a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s , p r o v i d e d 

t h a t t h e y do not v i o l a t e o t h e r c o n s t r a i n t s such t h a t by r e 

o r d e r i n g t h e y become u n a c c e p t a b l e r a t h e r t h a n s i m p l y i n a p p r o 

p r i a t e . Due to the d e i c t i c term here i n ( e ) , t h i s s t a t e m e n t 

has much l e s s r e o r d e r i n g p o t e n t i a l , but i t s p o s i t i o n c o u l d 

s t i l l be d e s c r i b e d on a s c a l e o f a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s . (e ) c o u l d 

appear a f t e r ( f ) . 

C o n c e r n i n g t h e o b l i g a t o r y a c t i o n s , as the f o r m u l a 

i n (14) s h o w s , the t e x t r e p o r t s an o b j e c t i o n . (b) s e r v e s i n 
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t h i s c a p a c i t y to r e p o r t t h a t someone has t a k e n " e x c e p t i o n " 

and to r e p o r t the o b j e c t o f t h e i r o b j e c t i o n . The a u t h o r does 

not concede t h i s o b j e c t i o n a n d , i n s t e a d , i n t r o d u c e s an u t t e r 

ance w h i c h s e r v e s as a r e a s o n to b e l i e v e the a u t h o r j u s t i f i e d 

i n u s i n g such a t e r m . From t h i s the r e a d e r i n f e r s t h a t the 

a u t h o r i s i n f a c t r e s p o n d i n g n e g a t i v e l y to the o b j e c t i o n , 

and i s o f f e r i n g e v i d e n c e i n s u p p o r t o f an ( i m p l i c i t ) c o u n t e r 

c l a i m to t h e e f f e c t t h a t h i s use of t h i s term i s j u s t i f i e d . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , f rom the e v i d e n c e i n (d) the a u t h o r r e a c h e s 

c o n c l u s i o n ( f ) . (b:) , ( d ) , and ( f ) r e p r e s e n t s t r u c t u r a l l y 

o b l i g a t o r y a c t i o n s h e r e . N o t i c e t h a t i f (b) i s o m i t t e d i n 

( 1 3 ) , c o n c l u s i o n ( f ) becomes i n c i d e n t a l and seems to f o l l o w 

f rom (e) r a t h e r t h a n from the r e s t o f ( 1 3 ) . A c c o r d i n g to 

t h i s a n a l y s i s , o m i s s i o n of n e c e s s a r y s t r u c t u r e does not 

a l w a y s r e s u l t i n u n a c c e p t a b i 1 i t y , but may r e s u l t i n changed 

f o r c e , t h e r e b y p r o d u c i n g a d i f f e r e n t t e x t . O m i t t i n g (b) 

f rom (13) r e s u l t s i n ( c ) becoming the c l a i m to be h a n d l e d . 

O m i t t i n g (d) f rom (13) r e s u l t s i n an u n a c c e p t a b l e t e x t . 

The above a c c o u n t o f (13) depends on n o t i o n s of 

o b l i g a t o r y and o p t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e , d e t e r m i n e d by d e l e t i o n 

and r e o r d e r i n g t e s t s . W h i l e such t e s t s have p r o v e n to be 

o f c o n s i d e r a b l e use to t h i s p o i n t , t h e y r e s u l t i n f a r too 

s i m p l e an a n a l y s i s o f ( 1 3 ) . In p a r t i c u l a r , t h e y show (c) 

and (e) to be o p t i o n a l a c t i o n s f o r the p e r f o r m a t i v e s t r u c t u r e 
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because t h e s e a r e both d e l e t a b l e and r e o r d e r a b l e w i t h o u t 

s e r i o u s damage to the t e x t . 

As G. L a k o f f has shown i n g e n e r a l and H e r i n g e r has 

shown i n p a r t i c u l a r , i n f e r e n c e s and p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s are 

u s e f u l i n d e s c r i b i n g p e r f o r m a t i v e phenomena. An e x a m i n a t i o n 

of (c ) and (e) f rom t h i s p o i n t o f v i e w r e v e a l s the m a t t e r of 

t h e i r • o p t i o n a l i t y to be much l e s s c l e a r than the p r i o r a n a l y s i s 

can show. As (c ) i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w s ( b ) , i t i s u s e f u l to 

r e a l i z e t h a t (b) i t s e l f a n a l y z e s i n t o the f o l l o w i n g : 

I 6 ) a S p e a k e r has made a s t a t e m e n t S u s i n g " i n d u c e " 
( p r e s u p p o s e d ) , 

b A u d i e n c e makes an o b j e c t i o n t o S ( p r e s u p p o s e d ) , 
c S p e a k e r r e p o r t s o b j e c t i o n by a u d i e n c e t o S. 

O b j e c t i o n s a r e e i t h e r r e a s o n a b l e to the s p e a k e r or n o t . When 

t h e y a r e r e a s o n a b 1 e , a n d not a b s u r d or j u s t i f y i n g i m m e d i a t e 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n , t h e s p e a k e r t y p i c a l l y a d m i t s t h i s f a c t even 

w h i l e he i s p r e p a r e d to d e f e n d h i s o r i g i n a l r e m a r k . ( c ) and 

(d) t a k e n t o g e t h e r then c o n s t i t u t e an a d m i s s i o n . T h i s a c t i o n 

of a d m i t t i n g i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the s p e a k e r ' s b e l i e f t h a t 

the o b j e c t i o n i s an u n d e r s t a n d a b l e o n e . 

17) OBJECT ION : COUNTRADICTI ON - - S p e a k e r b e l i e v e s 
o b j e c t i o n t o be u n r e a s o n a b l e . 
ADMISSION — S p e a k e r b e l i e v e s o b j e c 
t i o n t o be r e a s o n a b l e , b u t n o t 
t e I I i ng . 
CONCESSION — S p e a k e r b e l i e v e s o b 
j e c t i o n t o be r e a s o n a b l e and 
t e I I i n g . 
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The p o s i t i o n t h a t h o l d s t h a t d i s c o u r s e t e x t (13) 

may be t a k e n w i t h o u t ( c ) a p p e a r i n g e x p l i c i t l y i n r e s p o n s e to 

(b) i s f a c e d w i t h an a n o m a l y . (17) shows t h a t a r e s p o n s e to 

an o b j e c t i o n i s o b l i g a t o r y but may t a k e one of s e v e r a l f o r m s , 

d e p e n d i n g on the s p e a k e r ' s b e l i e f s . Such b e l i e f s a r e p a r t 

o f the p r e p a r a t o r y c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e s e a c t i o n s . W i t h o u t ( c ) , 

a r e a d e r c o u l d not be e x p e c t e d to know w h e t h e r the a u t h o r 

i n t e n d e d (d) to be t a k e n as p a r t o f a c o n t r a d i c t i o n or as 

p a r t o f an a d m i s s i o n . In a d d i t i o n , as ( c ) i s a n e c e s s a r y 

c o n s t i t u e n t o f what i s i n t h i s case an a d m i s s i o n , i t c a n n o t 

be h e l d to be d e l e t e a b l e . 

The cases f o r (c ) and (e) a r e s i m i l a r . (e) i s more 

i n t r e g r a l to the p e r f o r m a t i v e s t r u c t u r e of (13) t h a n d e l e 

t i o n t e s t s can show. As a c o n c l u s i o n , ( f ) i s drawn f rom two 

p r e m i s e s : f i r s t , a l l t h i n g s b e i n g e q u a l , one s h o u l d not 

o b j e c t to a n o t h e r ' s use o f a term i f one makes use of t h a t 

term as w e l l ; and s e c o n d , one w o u l d not be e x p e c t e d t o o b j e c t 

to the use of a term w h i c h i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h o n e ' s own e n d s , 

(e) i s a t once a c o n c l u s i o n r e a c h e d f rom ( d ) , a r e a s o n 

t o g e t h e r w i t h (d) f o r the s p e a k e r ' s f e e l i n g j u s t i f i e d i n 

making s t a t e m e n t S i n the f i r s t p l a c e , and a r e a s o n t o g e t h e r 

w i t h (d) f o r r e a c h i n g c o n c l u s i o n ( f ) . As a c o n c l u s i o n 

r e a c h e d from ( d ) , i t s h o u l d be e x p l a i n e d t h a t (e) a s s e r t s 

t h a t (d) i s a t y p i c a l example o f the s o r t o f remark t h a t 

l e a d s one to u n d e r s t a n d S k i n n e r ' s most g e n e r a l a i m s . (e) 
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i s more t h a n a p a r a p h r a s e of " i n d u c e " by " c r e a t e " but not 

y e t a c o n c l u s i o n from (d) i n the s t r o n g e r sense t h a t ( f ) i s . 

The a d d i t i on,aJ... p r e m i s e s needed to go f rom (d) to ( f ) a re l e s s 

a c c e s s a b l e t h a n t h o s e f rom e i t h e r (d) o r (e) t o ( f ) . (e ) 

i s d e l e t e a b l e o n l y due to the f a c t t h a t as a r e a s o n (d) i s 

s u f f i c i e n t to i n f e r ( f ) . I f ( f ) were "He s h o u l d not o b j e c t 

i f o t h e r s use terms c o n s i s t e n t w i t h h i s ends" (e) c o u l d not 

be c o n s i d e r e d o p t i o n a l , but the c h i e f l i n e f rom w h i c h ( f ) 

i s d r a w n . 

What i s i m p o r t a n t here i s t h a t (e) and (c ) r e v e a l 
r 

a d d i t i o n a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t h a t must be t a k e n as p a r t of the 

g r a m m a t i c a l o b j e c t t h a t a t h e o r y o f d i s c o u r s e s t r u c t u r e i s 

e x p e c t e d to d e s c r i b e . These c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , d e r i v e d as t h e y 

a r e f rom cases o f f a i l e d o p t i o n a l i t y , i n v o l v e the n o t i o n 

o f r e l e v a n c y , and show how i n g e n e r a l p r e p a r a t o r y c o n d i t i o n s 

f o r speech a c t i o n s a f f e c t the p e r f o r m a t i v e s t r u c t u r e of 

d i s c o u r s e . 

R e l e v a n c y as an A d d i t i o n a l S t r u c t u r a l T e s t 

As shown i n the f i f t h s e c t i o n , r e o r d e r i n g and o m i s 

s i o n t e s t s a r e not s u f f i c i e n t f o r r e a c h i n g d e c i s i o n s of 

o p t i o n a l i t y f o r a l l d i s c o u r s e c o n s t i t u e n t a c t i o n s . I now 

want to c o n t i n u e t h i s l i n e by d i s c u s s i n g r e l e v a n c y as an a d d i 

t i o n a l t e s t to a c c o u n t f o r m i s - s t r u c t u r i n g i n d i s c o u r s e . T h e r e 
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a r e cases of c o n f u s i n g u t t e r a n c e s i n w h i c h the i r r e l e v a n c y 

p r i n c i p l e i s i n v o l v e d . 

There are s e v e r a l d i s t i n c t ways i n w h i c h some u t t e r 

ance can be c o n f u s i n g as an e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n , a l l i n v o l v i n g 

i t s r e l e v a n c y to i t s p e r f o r m a t i v e c o n t e x t . As Gordon and 

L a k o f f p o i n t o u t , - - v. 

In a conversational s i t u a t i o n where one 
i s not making small t a l k , that i s , in 
s i t u a t i o n s where statements are meant to 
inform, you do not normally say something 
that the -person you're t a l k i n g to pre
sumably knows or takes for granted.^ 

In cases l i k e t h i s the p e r s o n a d d r e s s e d b e l i e v e s t h a t some

t h i n g more i s meant by the making e x p l i c i t o f what i s t a k e n f o r 

g r a n t e d and s e a r c h e s f o r ways i n w h i c h the s p e a k e r ' s u t t e r 

ance c a r r i e s u n r e a l i z e d i n f o r m a t i o n . L a k o f f uses " y o u r w i f e 

i s f a i t h f u l ! " as an example of what i s meant by a c o n f u s i n g 

u t t e r a n c e o f what has been t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d . H o w e v e r , i n 

c o n t e x t , the s i t u a t i o n i s much more c o m p l i c a t e d , and r a i s e s 

q u e s t i o n s of what has been " t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d " i n a d i s c o u r s e . 

18) The w i l d l i f e i s d y i n g o u t h e r e . I c a n 
remember t h e good o l d d a y s when you c o u l d 
s e e game on t h e way t o w o r k . Now t o s ee 
a n y t h i n g you have t o r e n t a h e l i c o p t e r and 
f l u s h them f r o m t h e b r u s h i n t h e f a r n o r t h e r n 
i n t e r i o r . You n e v e r h e a r o f a n y o n e s e e i n g a 
game a n i m a l , a l t h o u g h t h e r e a r e o c c a s i o n a l 
t r a c k s . S o , as you can s e e , t h e wtl Id l i f e  
i s dy i ng o u t h e r e . 

From (18) i t i s a p p a r e n t t h a t the s i m p l e f a c t t h a t 

an u t t e r a n c e i s r e p e a t e d does not mean t h a t i t becomes 
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u n a c c e p t a b l e i n i t s second o c c u r r e n c e because t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d . 

In ( 1 8 ) , the w i l d l i f e i s d y i n g out here does not q u a l i f y as 

t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d because i t i s a n o n - f a c t i v e c l a i m t h a t the 

s p e a k e r i s o f f e r i n g s u p p o r t i v e e v i d e n c e f o r . C l a i m s of t h i s 

s o r t a r e not t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d by d e f i n i t i o n ; to o f f e r e v i 

dence f o r them i s the s p e a k e r ' s m o t i v e i n i n i t i a t i n g communi

c a t i o n . S i m i l a r l y , (19) a l s o c o n t a i n s a c c e p t a b l y r e p e a t e d 

i n f o r m a t i o n . 

19) We we re amazed t h a t Tom s t a y e d awake d u r i n g  
t h e o p e r a so we a s k e d h i s w i f e a b o u t i t . 
She r e p l i e d t h a t t h e r e a s o n t h a t he s t a y e d 
awake was t h a t she had h i n t e d t h a t t h e r e was  
a nude - s c e n e i n i t . N e e d l e s s t o s a y , when 
he f o u n d t h a t he had been t r i c k e d i n t o 
t h i n k i n g t h e r e was a nude s c e n e i n i t , he 
was f u r i o u s . 

A l t h o u g h the f i r s t case i s i n the f a c t i v e mode, i t s 

r e p e t i t i o n here i s a c c e p t a b l e because i t i s p a r t o f a r e s p o n s e 

to a q u e s t i o n and i s t h e r e b y i n t r o d u c e d . The second c a s e , 

as i n ( 1 8 ) , i s a c c e p t a b l e because i n the n o n - f a c t i v e mode. 

Compare (19) w i t h ( 2 0 ) , w h i c h r e v e a l s a case i n w h i c h an 

u t t e r a n c e i n the f a c t i v e mode r e o c c u r s u n a c c e p t a b l y . 

20) Our s p i e s r e p o r t e d t h e e n e m y ' s d e p a r t u r e f r o m  
t h e h i I I t o p b e f o r e o u r l o o k o u t was awa re o f 
i t . ? * T h e enemy l e f t t h e h i l l t o p . We imme
d i a t e l y a rmed o u r s e l v e s and m a r c h e d a f t e r t h e m . 
F i n a l l y , we c a u g h t them a t t h e f o r d and d i d 
b a t t l e . 

(20) a l s o shows t h a t i n " i n f o r m i n g " an a u d i e n c e , 

the s p e a k e r must b e l i e v e t h a t h i s a u d i e n c e w o u l d n ' t know or 
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a p p r e c i a t e some f a c t i f t h e y were not i n f o r m e d . I f we were 

to go to a l e c t u r e e n t i t l e d " D i d the A l l i e s Win WWII?" we 

w o u l d not e x p e c t to be t o l d t h a t t h e y d i d win i t , but to hear 

i n s t e a d of the r e m a r k a b l e s u c c e s s Germany and Japan have 

s i n c e e n j o y e d . C o n v e r s e l y , s t a t e m e n t s l i k e " Y o u r w i f e i s 

f a i t h f u l ! " have a wide range of a c c e p t a b l e c o n t e x t s i n w h i c h 

t h e y a r e not " o b v i o u s " to the a u d i e n c e . 

2 1 ) You o u g h t t o be c o n t e n t you know. Y o u r 
c h i l d r e n a r e h e a l t h y , y o u r w i f e i s f a i t h f u l , 
y o u ' r e a s u c c e s s i n y o u r p r o f e s s i o n , and 
you own y o u r own home. 

From (20) one c o u l d argue f o r the e x i s t e n c e of 

o b v i o u s n e s s c o n d i t i o n s . S p e a k e r s may not use i n f o r m a t i o n 

t h a t i s a l r e a d y o b v i o u s such t h a t the a u d i e n c e w i l l e x p e c t i t 

to s i g n i f y more t h a n the s p e a k e r i n t e n d s . T h i s seems to be 

s o , but as an a c c o u n t , i t n e g l e c t s t o i n c l u d e the f a c t t h a t 

o b v i o u s n e s s c o n d i t i o n s are p a r t of the s u c c e s s c o n d i t i o n s 

f o r speech a c t i o n s ; ; One m i g h t c o n c l u d e f rom the examples 

above t h a t where "known" i n f o r m a t i o n i s q u e s t i o n e d or p l a c e d 

i n the c o u n t e r - f a c t u a l mode, or used as a r e a s o n f o r b e l i e v 

i n g some c l a i m to be t r u e , i t s use w i l l be a c c e p t a b l e . T h i s 

i s n o t the c a s e . 

2 2 ) You o u g h t t o be c o n t e n t , you know. Y o u r w i f e 
i s f a i t h f u l , y o u r c h i l d r e n a r e h e a l t h y , and 
y o u ' r e a s u c c e s s . .?*The r e a s o n you b e l i e v e 
t h a t y o u r w i f e i s f a i t h f u l i s t h a t y o u ' v e 
n e v e r c a u g h t h e r w i t h a n o t h e r man, and t h e 
r e a s o n y o u r c h i l d r e n a r e h e a l t h y i s b e c a u s e 
t h e y a r e e x e r c i s e d . 
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The c l a s s o f problems j u s t p r e s e n t e d i n v o l v e s l e s s 

a m a t t e r o f r e p e a t e d i n f o r m a t i o n , t h a n i t does r e p e a t e d 

speech a c t i o n s and r e p e t i t i o n i n p e r f o r m a t i v e s t r u c t u r e . 

The r e a s o n t h a t the r e p e a t e d c h i 1 d r e n example above f a i l s 

i s not due to the f a c t t h a t i t i s r e p e a t e d , but due to the 

f a c t t h a t i t i s p a r t o f a m i s p l a c e d e x p l a n a t i o n . The c o u n t e r -

f a c t u a l f a i t h f u l w i f e example f a i l s i n t h a t by p l a c i n g i t 

i n a c o n t e x t i n w h i c h the f a c t h a s c p r e v i o u s l y b e e n ' -

a s s e r t e d , e f f e c t i v e l y d e n i e s the f i r s t a s s e r t i o n . S p e a k e r s 

making a s s e r t i o n s f o r a p e r f o r m a t i v e t a s k and then d e n y i n g 

such a s s e r t i o n s , a c t to o f f e r the a u d i e n c e c o n t r a d i c t o r y 

a c t i o n s and to m i s l e a d any e x p e c t a t i o n s about the s t r u c t u r e 

oftt'h'e u t t e r a n c e as a d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n . 

The c l a s s o f problems j u s t p r e s e n t e d i n v o l v e d cases 

of a s p e a k e r s a y i n g too much. There i s an e q u a l l y complex 

c l a s s o f problems i n v o l v e d w i t h the s p e a k e r not s a y i n g enough . 

Below are g r o s s examples o f i i t h i s . On the s u r f a c e , (23) 

r e a d s as i f an e n t i r e essay f i t t i n g between the two s e n t e n c e s 

had been l e f t o u t . 

23) ? * l am g o i n g t o d i s c u s s i n t h i s e s s a y t h e m e n t a l 
h e a l t h o f N a p o l e o n B o n a p a r t e . F i n a l l y , we may 
c o n c l u d e t h a t h i s b e l i e v i n g t h a t he was i n v i n c 
i b l e was s y m t o m a t i c o f c a t a t o n i c s c h i z o p h r e n i a . 

24) I am g o i n g t o d i s c u s s i n t h i s e s s a y t h e m e n t a l 
h e a l t h o f N a p o l e o n B o n a p a r t e . We may c o n c l u d e 
t h a t h i s b e l i e v i n g t h a t he was i n v i n c i b l e was 
s y m p t o m a t i c o f c a t a t o n i c s c h i z o p h r e n i a . 
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C o m p a r i s o n w i t h (23) shows t h a t (24) i s not d e v i a n t s i n c e 

i t s second s e n t e n c e does not have the f o r c e of a c o n c l u s i o n 

( f i n a l l y i s a s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l o f the consequence r e l a t i o n 

t y p e ) . A g a i n , u n a c c e p t a b i 1 i t y here i s due n o t to what i s 

s a i d , but to the l a c k of a p p r o p r i a t e p r e p a r a t o r y c o n t e x t f o r 

the speech a c t i o n a t t e m p t e d . W i t h o u t such c o n t e x t or the 

p r e s e n c e of a p p r o p r i a t e p r e p a r a t o r y c o n d i t i o n s , such a c t i o n s 

are u n o r d e r e d . Below are l e s s o b v i o u s but more common cases 

of t h i s s o r t o f m i s t a k e . 

25) I am g o i n g t o s p e a k t o d a y on t h e s u b j e c t o f 
c i v i l l i b e r t i e s . C i v i l l i b e r t i e s a r e v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t t o us b e c a u s e we w o u l d be s u b j e c t 
t o d i c t a t o r s h i p w i t h o u t t h e m . ^Wheneve r we 
a r e s u b j e c t t o d i c t a t o r s h i p we must r i s e and 
f i g h t . 

26) S p e e c h a c t i o n t h e o r y i s o f c o n s i d e r a b l e i n t e r e s t 
t o d i s c i p l i n e s o t h e r t h a n p h i l o s o p h y . I t i s 
a l s o o f i n t e r e s t t o p o l i t i c a l s c i e n c e . 
•^Whenever p o s s i b I e, d i f f e r e n t d i s c i p l i n e s s h o u l d 
u n d e r t a k e r e s e a r c h i n t h e f i e l d t o s ee how i t 
can be o f u s e . 

In the normal c o u r s e of r e a d i n g , t h e s e s t a r r e d 

u t t e r a n c e s seem s i m p l y ad_ h o c ; b u t , i n both cases t h e y a r e i n 

f a c t r e l a t e d c o n c e p t u a l l y to what had gone b e f o r e . T h e i r 

d e v i a n c e i s due to the f a c t t h a t t h e y v i o l a t e speech a c t i o n 

c o n v e n t i o n s . In the case of ( 2 5 ) , the f i r s t s e n t e n c e has 

the f o r c e o f ANNOUNCE TOPIC and the second s e n t e n c e has the 

f o r c e o f CLAIM (ANNOUNCE TOPIC i s u s u a l l y c h a r a c t e r i z e d by 

s t a t e m e n t s of i n t e n t i o n ) . A l t h o u g h i t c o u l d r e a s o n a b l y be 

f i t t e d l a t e r i n t o an argument f o r the c l a i m made i n the 
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second s e n t e n c e , the t h i r d s e n t e n c e has t h e f o r c e o f CONTEND 

h e r e , due to t h e i m p e r a t i v e modal must and the c o n d i t i o n a l 

c o n s t r u c t i o n (compare i t to whenever we are s u b j e c t to d i c  

t a t o r s h i p , we m i g h t r i s e and f i g h t ) . W h i l e i t c o u l d be made 

p a r t o f the second s e n t e n c e , or the c l a i m , by v i r t u e o f 

c o n j u n c t i o n , i t s CONTEND s t a t u s i n t h i s example has no s t r u c 

t u r a l p r e p a r a t i o n ; i n f a c t , i t announces a new t o p i c . A l 

though a r e a d e r w i l l i n t e r p r e t t h a t i t i s c o n n e c t e d i n s u b j e c t 

m a t t e r to the t e x t , he must f i n d i t c o n f u s i n g . 

The s i t u a t i o n i n (26) i s s i m i l a r to t h a t i n (25) 

i n t h a t the t h i r d s e n t e n c e i s i n f a c t r e l a t e d c o n c e p t u a l l y 

to the t o p i c , but d i f f e r e n t i n t h a t here the s i t u a t i o n i n 

v o l v e s a d i f f e r e n t s o r t o f e x p o s i t o r y m i s o r d e r i n g . I f a 

s p e a k e r announces a g e n e r a l t o p i c and then commits h i m s e l f 

to a p a r t i c u l a r i n s t a n c e o f t h a t t o p i c , we do not e x p e c t him 

to r e t u r n to t h e t o p i c i n g e n e r a l u n t i l he s a t i s f i e s h i s 

r e a d e r ' s e x p e c t a t i o n s as to why he c o m m i t t e d h i m s e l f to a 

p a r t i c u l a r i n s t a n c e to b e g i n w i t h . 

A f i n a l t y p e o f r e l e v a n c y m i s t a k e i n v o l v e s s t a t e 

ments w h i c h f o l l o w f rom t h e i r a n t e c e d e n t s but w h i c h are m i s 

l e a d i n g as u t t e r a n c e s w i t h t h e f o r c e o f c o n c l u s i o n s . 

27) S i n c e he comes f r o m A u s t r a l i a , J o h n had n e v e r 
- s e e n an e l k b e f o r e . ? * l n f a c t , he had n o t 

e v e n l o o k e d f o r o n e . 

28) W a i t i n g f o r G o d o t , r ( ? ^ ) as a p l a y , c e n t e r s 
a r o u n d t h e a c t i o n o f two c h a r a c t e r s . 
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These two examples a r e t y p i c a l o f what L a k o f f and Gordon 

have c a l l e d " u n c o o p e r a t i v e " a r g u m e n t s . As an e x a m p l e , they 

c i t e : " s u p p o s e you are a w i t n e s s t o a murder and someone 

asks you what h a p p e n e d ; i t w o u l d be u n c o o p e r a t i v e to r e p l y 

'someone t r i e d to k i l l H a r r y . 1 You wou ld not have s a i d a n y 

t h i n g f a l s e . . . b u t you w o u l d be g i v i n g the m i s l e a d i n g i m -
2 

p r e s s i o n t h a t the a t t e m p t was u n s u c c e s s f u l . " As a case 

of i r r e l e v a n c y , (28) s e r v e s to p o i n t up the f u n c t i o n o f the 

r e l e v a n c y c o n d i t i o n s on i n f o r m a t i o n the s p e a k e r may o f f e r i n 

c o n t e x t . 

C o h c l u s i o n 

T h i s c h a p t e r has t r i e d to d e m o n s t r a t e the number and 

c o m p l e x i t y of c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t h a t a t h e o r y of d i s c o u r s e 

s t r u c t u r e must t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t . In the l a s t s e c t i o n , i t 

has a l s o t r i e d to show t h a t phenomena not o r d i n a r i l y c o n 

s i d e r e d p a r t o f p e r f o r m a n c e , l i k e r e l e v a n c y and o b v i o u s n e s s 

c o n s t r a i n t s , a r e r e l a t e d d i r e c t l y t o p e r f o r m a t i v e " s t r u c t u r e , 

and t h a t f a i l u r e s i n such ways have s t r u c t u r a l c o n s e q u e n c e s . 

G e n e r a l l y , the c h a p t e r has a l s o t r i e d to show t h a t d i s c o u r s e 

s t u d i e s w h i c h depend on c o n t e n t a n a l y s i s , a d e s c r i p t i o n 

f i t t i n g a l m o s t a l l p r e v i o u s d i s c o u r s e w o r k , must be i n a d e q u a t e . 

A l t h o u g h common t o p i c c o n s t r a i n t s a r e i m p o r t a n t , the e s s e n t i a l 

o b j e c t o f an a u d i e n c e ' s i n t u i t i o n s o f c o n t i n u i t y and 
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w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s i s the s t r u c t u r e of the a c t i o n of the d i s 

c o u r s e i t s e l f . 
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1. D. Gordon & G. L a k o f f , " C o n v e r s a t i o n a l P o s t u l a t e s , " Papers 
from the Seventh Regional Meeting, C h i c a g o L i n g u i s t i c 
S o c i e t y ( 1 9 7 1 ) , p . 6 9 . 

2 . Ibid., p . 68 . 



C h a p t e r 8 

EXPOSITORY NOMINAL REFERENCE 

I i n t r o d u c t i o n 

The a n a l y s e s i n the p r e c e d i n g c h a p t e r s have each 

c o n t r i b u t e d i n t h e i r own way to the c o n t e n t i o n t h a t a l a n 

guage u s e r ' s i n t u i t i o n of d i s c o u r s e w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s i s by no 

means a s i m p l e j u d g e m e n t . I t i s not a g e s t a l t i m p r e s s i o n 

o f g e n e r a l u n d e r s t a n d a b i 1 i t y , nor i s i t s i m p l y a m a t t e r o f 

r e c o g n i z i n g a c c e p t a b l e r e l a t i o n s between i n d i v i d u a l s e n 

t e n c e s . In f a c t , i t i s based on o r d e r i n g and c o n s t i t u e n t 

o r g a n i z a t i o n of a p e r f o r m a t i v e t y p e , where t h e s e c o n s t r a i n t s 

a r e j o i n e d by t h e s t a n d a r d c o n s t r a i n t s on p e r f o r m a n c e i n 

g e n e r a l : p r e p a r a t o r y , e s s e n t i a l , s i n c e r i t y , and p r o p o s i -

t i o n a l c o n d i t i o n s . The c l a s s e s o f e r r o r s b r o u g h t to l i g h t 

i n the c h a p t e r s above each r e f l e c t s a u n i q u e and d i s t i n c t 

l i n g u i s t i c a b i l i t y a l a n g u a g e u s e r must a c q u i r e , i n o r d e r 

to a v o i d such e r r o r s . W i t h o u t such a b i l i t i e s , the l a n g u a g e 

u s e r p r o d u c e s " u n a c c e p t a b l e " u t t e r a n c e s , where " u n a c c e p t a b l e " 

r e f e r s to a l a r g e range o f p o s s i b l e d e v i a n c y . As m i g h t be 
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e x p e c t e d , h o w e v e r , a c c e p t a b i 1 i t y i s not the o n l y c r i t e r i o n 

by w h i c h the p e r f o r m a t i v e case f o r d i s c o u r s e may be made. An 

e q u a l l y s t r o n g c o r r o b o r a t i v e case can be made on the grounds 

o f a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s , a term w h i c h d e s c r i b e s u t t e r a n c e s w h i c h 

a r e not o b v i o u s l y u n u s a b l e o r u n a c c e p t a b l e but a r e p e c u l i a r 

n e v e r t h e l e s s . 

A s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n t i o n s f o r the f o r c e o f an u t t e r a n c e 

or a passage a r e not a l w a y s the i n t e n t i o n s he may have f o r the 

u t t e r a n c e or passage l a t e r ; the same u t t e r a n c e may come to be 

g i v e n s e p a r a t e f o r c e i n s u b s e q u e n t s p e e c h . What a s p e a k e r may 

have i n t e n d e d f i r s t as a c o n t r a d i c t i o n he may r e f e r to a t a 

l a t e r t i m e as an agreement ( p a r t i c u l a r l y i f the s p e a k e r comes 

to l e a r n t h a t someone e l s e had made the same a s s e r t i o n b e f o r e 

he d i d ) . D e c i s i o n s about w h i c h n o m i n a l s o f f o r c e to s e l e c t , 

o u t of a c l a s s o f terms w h i c h genera 1 l y c h a r a c t e r i z e the 

f o r c e o f a s p e c i f i c u t t e r a n c e (see the second s e c t i o n to 

f o l l o w ) , a r e based on d i s t i n c t i o n s w h i c h r e f l e c t a d d i t i o n a l 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a s p e a k e r must f a c e i n making judgements 

about d i s c o u r s e w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s . What the r e a d e r t a k e s 

f i r s t to be w e l l - f o r m e d as a d e s c r i p t i o n comes, a f t e r the 

r e a d e r d i s c o v e r s t h a t the s p e a k e r i n t e n d e d an a p o l o g y , to be 

i l l - f o r m e d . Judgements o f d i s c o u r s e w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s (or 

p e r f o r m a t i v e s u c c e s s ) a r e r e l a t i v e not o n l y to what has been 

done i n a d i s c o u r s e ( i n terms of the o r d e r i n g and o r g a n i z a 

t i o n of f o r c e , as w e l l as the s a t i s f a c t o r y m e e t i n g o f f e l i c i t y 
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c o n d i t i o n s ) , but r e s t as w e l l on the r e a d e r ' s a p p r e c i a t i o n and 

u p t a k e o f what the s p e a k e r i n t e n d e d to do i n i n i t i a t i n g 

s p e e c h . These i n t e n t i o n s a r e nowhere communicated as e x 

p l i c i t l y as i n the use of e x p o s i t o r y n o m i n a l s . 

T h i s c h a p t e r d e v e l o p s f i v e t y p i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s 

w h i c h s p e a k e r s must t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t when r e f e r r i n g to e x p o s i 

t o r y a c t i o n ; t h e s e a r e o f c o n s i d e r a b l e i n t e r e s t i n t h a t t h e y 

d e m o n s t r a t e the e x t e n t o f the c o n v e n t i o n s w h i c h s p e a k e r s must 

a c q u i r e i n o r d e r to r e f e r to e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s a p p r o p r i a t e l y . 

By e x a m i n i n g the a l t e r n a t i v e forms of r e f e r e n c e to a c t i o n , 

a l o n g w i t h the i n a p p r o p r i a t e cases of a c t i o n r e f e r e n c e , i t 

i s p o s s i b l e to show t h a t s p e a k e r s a re d e a l i n g not o n l y w i t h 

f e l i c i t y c o n d i t i o n s and p e r f o r m a t i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n i n d i s 

c o u r s e , but w i t h c l a s s e s o f a c t i o n , o n l y one member of w h i c h 

i s u s u a l l y a p p r o p r i a t e i n a g i v e n s i t u a t i o n . O t h e r w i s e , 

r e f e r e n t i a l e v i d e n c e i s c l e a r l y more d e f i n i t i v e t h a n o t h e r , 

n o n - p r i m a f a c i e g r o u n d s . A l t h o u g h a c c e p t a b i l i t y i s a s t r o n g e r 

c r i t e r i o n , because a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s r e l i e s on r e f e r e n t i a l 

e v i d e n c e i t makes an e q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t case f o r the p e r f o r m a 

t i v e a n a l y s i s o f d i s c o u r s e . 

N o t i c e t h a t a range o f p o s s i b l e r e f e r e n c e e x i s t s 

w i t h i n each of the numbered t y p e s b e l o w : 

I) I f Hen r y had r e a d t h e book he w o u l d know wha t 
we a r e t a l k i n g a b o u t . H o w e v e r , i t ' s c l e a r 
t h a t he h a s n ' t e ven s e e n t h e b o o k , so o b v i o u s l y 
we mus t a g r e e w i t h J o h n t h a t he c a n ' t f o l l o w 
o u r d i s c u s s i o n . 
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2) R e f e r e n c e t o I n d i v i d u a l U t t e r a n c e s 
a Y o u r h y p o t h e s i s i s n ' t n e c e s s a r i l y a c c u r a t e , 
b Why w o u l d you wan t t o c o n c u r w i t h J o h n ? 
c Y o u r a s s e r t i o n t h a t he h a s n ' t s e e n t h e book 

i n t e r e s t s me. 
d Such an a g r e e m e n t s e r v e s no u s e f u l p u r p o s e , 
e I c e r t a i n l y u n d e r s t a n d y o u r c o n e I us i o n . 
f I c a n ' t a r g u e w i t h y o u r p rem i se . 

3 ) R e f e r e n c e s t o t h e F e x t as a Who le 
a Y o u r p r o o f seems a i r t i g h t . 
b Y o u r a r g u m e n t i s f a r t o o s i m p l e . 
c The c a s e you make h e r e i s an o b v i o u s o n e . 

4 ) R e f e r e n c e s t o L o g i c a l O r g a n i z a t i o n 
a Y o u r i n f e r e n c e i s t h e same one I wou I d r-have • made . 
b Y o u r r e a s o n i ng h e r e seems c o m p l e t e . 

From the examples i n ( 2 ) , one can see t h a t no c o n s t r a i n t s on 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y a r e b r o k e n i n r e f e r r i n g w i t h e i t h e r c o n c u r o r 

w i t h agreement to the second u t t e r a n c e , and t h a t h y p o t h e s i s 

and p r e m i s e are b o t h a c c e p t a b l e f o r r e f e r r i n g to t h e f i r s t 

u t t e r a n c e i n ( 1 ) . However , a term l i k e o b j e c t i o n , a l t h o u g h 

i t i s p o s s i b l e to c o n s t r u c t a c o n t e x t i n w h i c h (1) t a k e n as 

a whole has the p e r l o c u t i o n a r y f o r c e of an o b j e c t i o n , wou ld 

seem to be i n a p p r o p r i a t e f o r e i t h e r o f the u t t e r a n c e s o f ( 1 ) , 

s i n c e t h e s e u t t e r a n c e s a r e c o n n e c t e d w i t h i n an i n t e n t i o n to 

make a c a s e . (See the t h i r d s e c t i o n below f o r a d i s c u s s i o n 

of i n a p p r o p r i a t e n o m i n a l s . ) B e s i d e s b e i n g r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 

s e l e c t i n g a p p r o p r i a t e l y f rom the m u l t i p l e p o s s i b l e r e f e r 

ences to an i n d i v i d u a l u t t e r a n c e , a s p e a k e r may a l s o make 

s p e c i f i c r e f e r e n c e to the s t a t u s o f the t e x t as a whole (as 

i n ( 3 ) ) and to the e x t e n t to w h i c h the t e x t i s o r d e r e d (as i n 

( 4 ) ) . 
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C l a s s e s o f E x p o s i t o r y A c t i o n N o m i n a l s 

As c l a s s e s (5a) t h r o u g h (5e) show, a s p e a k e r has 

s e v e r a l a c c e p t a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e s i n r e f e r r i n g to the f o r c e o f 

h i s u t t e r a n c e s , and a l t h o u g h the members o f such c l a s s e s a r e 

c l e a r l y r e l a t e d , the terms are not synonymous: 

5 ) a ADMIT, ACKNOWLEDGE, CONCEDEQ CONFESS, ACCEPT, 
CONSENT, AGREE, GRANT, CONCUR, ACQU IESCE , ALLOW. 

b CONCLUDE, SUMMARIZE, F I N I S H , CLOSE, BRING TO 
ANC END, PROVE, ARR IVE AT JUDGEMENT, S E T T L E , 
SOLVE, DEC IDE. 

c CONSIDER, LOOK AT, EXAMINE, INSPECT, S C R U T I N I Z E , 
NOT ICE, THINK OVER, DEL I BERATE , REGARD, REVIEW. 

d ARGUE, BRING EV IDENCE, PRESENT REASONS, CONTEND, 
E S T A B L I S H , REFUTE, ADDUCE, SUPPORT. 

e PROPOSE, INTRODUCE, SUGGEST, ANNOUNCE, PRESENT, 
PROPOUND. 

For e x a m p l e , n o t i c e i n the cases below t h a t d i f f e r e n t members 

o f c l a s s (5a) (a s i m i l a r case c o u l d be made f o r any o f the 

c l a s s e s ) may not i n t r o d u c e the same p r o p o s i t i o n s : 

6) a * l c o n f e s s t h a t J o h n r o b b e d t h e s t o r e , 
b ? * l c o n c e d e t h a t I r o b b e d t h e s t o r e . 
c * l c o n f e s s t h a t i t i s t r u e t h a t J o h n 

r o b b e d t h e s t o r e , 
d ? * l c o n s e n t t o h i s v e r s i o n o f t h e e v e n t , 
e * I c o n c u r t h a t I r o b b e d t h e s t o r e . 

7) a I c o n c e d e t h a t J o h n r o b b e d t h e s t o r e , 
bq I c o n f e s s t h a t I r o b b e d t h e s t o r e . 
c I g r a n t t h a t i t i s t r u e t h a t J o h n r o b b e d 

t h e s t o r e . 
d I c o n c u r w i t h h i s v e r s i o n o f t h e e v e n t , 
e I a d m i t t h a t I r o b b e d t h e s t o r e . 
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T h u s , s p e a k e r s m u s t c n o t o n l y a v o i d e r r o r s o f r e f e r e n c e i n 

w h i c h a term f rom the wrong c l a s s i s used but must a l s o l e a r n 

to a v o i d e r r o r s o f m i s r e f e r e n c e w i t h i n a c l a s s . 

C o n c e r n i n g the t y p e of e r r o r w h i c h o c c u r s when a 

s p e a k e r r e f e r s to the wrong c l a s s o f i l l o c u t i o n a r y a c t i o n , 

such cases are i n d i c a t i v e of g r o s s m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s of the 

p r o p o s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t or o f the c o n t e x t i n w h i c h the u t t e r 

ance a p p e a r e d . In example ( 8 ) , the t e x t c o n t a i n s a s y n t a c 

t i c a l l y marked i m p e r a t i v e s t a t e m e n t (be s u r e ) w h i c h has the 

p o t e n t i a l f o r c e o f a w a r n i n g o r a command, d e p e n d i n g on the 

c o n t e x t p r o v i d e d : 

8) Hen r y knew t h a t t h e c e m e n t t r u c k s we re c o m i n g 
so he t o l d me t o be s u r e t o move my c a r o u t 
o f t h e way . O t h e r w i s e , he s a i d , t h e y w o u l d 
s i m p l y push my c a r o f f t h e s i d e o f t h e r o a d . 

a * L u c k i l y f o r me, I t o o k h i s command s e r i o u s l y 
and moved my c a r . 

b L u c k i l y f o r me, I t o o k h i s w a r n i n g s e r i o u s l y 
and moved my c a r . 

(8a) i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f cases i n w h i c h a s p e a k e r has m i s 

c o n s t r u e d a p a r t i c u l a r c o n t e x t and c o n s e q u e n t l y m i s - a s c r i b e s 

the f o r c e of a p a r t i c u l a r u t t e r a n c e . C o n s i s t e n t w i t h the 

n o t i o n of c l a s s e s , n o t i c e t h a t " L u c k i l y f o r me, I took h i s 

a d v i c e ( o r s u g g e s t i o n ) s e r i o u s l y " i s not u n a c c e p t a b l e ; a l 

though n e i t h e r of t h e s e are as a p p r o p r i a t e as w a r n i n g , t h e y 

do b e l o n g w i t h i n the same c l a s s . 

Whereas (8) i s a case of m i s - r e f e r e n c e , a s c r i b i n g 

f o r c e i n c o r r e c t l y a l s o p r o d u c e s a n o t h e r , a l t o g e t h e r e x p e c t a b l e , 
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s e t o f p r o b l e m s . Where a f o r c e a s c r i p t i o n i s not o b v i o u s l y 

w r o n g , the n o m i n a l r e f e r e n c e becomes a m b i g u o u s , p r o d u c i n g 

c o n f u s i o n . 

9) S o , we f o u n d t h u s f a r t h a t s c i e n t i f i c r e v o l u 
t i o n s depend on new m o d e l s and s c i e n t i s t s 
i n i t i a t e r e v o l u t i o n s when t h e y d i s c o v e r p r e 
v i o u s p a r a d i g m s a r e n o t c a p a b l e o f h a n d l i n g 
ce r t a i n a n o m a l i e s . 

a W i t h t h i s s u m m a t i o n , I t h i n k t h a t we s h o u l d 
b r e a k f o r t h e d a y . 

b ? * A f t e r t h i s c o n c e s s i o n , I t h i n k t h a t we s h o u l d 
b r e a k f o r t h e d a y . 

The c o n f u s i o n caused by ( 9 b ) , where nowhere i n the c o n t e x t 

p r e v i o u s has the t e x t t r i e d to c o n c e d e , d e r i v e s f r o m the 

i n a b i l i t y o f the r e a d e r / h e a r e r to f i n d the r e f e r e n t f o r t h i s , 

where t h i s i s a n c o n c e s s i o n . I f the s p e a k e r had i n t e n d e d a 

c o n c e s s i o n then he c o u l d not r e a s o n a b l y have used f o r c e show

i n g d e v i c e s l i k e £0 and f o u n d . These mark a consequence or 

r e s u l t r e l a t i o n i n s t e a d of an a c t i o n . N o t i c e t h a t such f o r c e 

showing d e v i c e s , w h i l e s e p a r a t i n g e x p o s i t i v e n o m i n a l s f rom 

d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s , r a r e l y s e r v e to s e p a r a t e members w i t h i n 

a c l a s s . Sô  and f o u n d c o u l d mark s e t t l e m e n t s , d e c i s i o n s , 

p r o o f s , j u d g e m e n t s , e t c . To make such d i s t i n c t i o n s , p r o p o -

s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t and c o n t e x t a r e n e c e s s a r y . 

As ( 6 ) and ( 7 ) show, t h e r e a re c e r t a i n i n t e r n a l 

c o n s t r a i n t s on the p r o p o s i t i o n s w i t h w h i c h p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b s 

may a p p e a r . C o n f e s s i o n s seem to r e q u i r e a f i r s t - p e r s o n 

r e p o r t ; w h e r e a s , f i r s t - p e r s o n r e p o r t s seem e n t i r e l y u n a c c e p t 

a b l e w i t h c o n c e s s i o n s . L i k e w i s e , g r a n t , a c q u i e s c e , a d m i t , 
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and concede a l l appear w i t h m a t e r i a l the s p e a k e r r e c o g n i z e s 

as dangerous to h i s p o s i t i o n , w h i1e a c c e p t , c o n s e n t , and 

c o n c u r commonly appear w i t h m a t e r i a l f a v o r a b l e to the s p e a k e r ' s 

p o s i t i o n . C o n t e x t , t h e n , i n t r o d u c e s m a t e r i a l f o r use i n 

s e p a r a t i n g the members w i t h i n c l a s s e s . How t h i s t a k e s p l a c e 

i s the s u b j e c t o f the f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n . 

E x p o s i t i v e R e f e r e n c e and A p p r o p r i a t e n e s s 

Examples (8) and (9) i n v o l v e d m i s - r e f e r e n c e between 

c l a s s e s o f e x p o s i t o r y n o m i n a l s . O t h e r w i s e , once the s p e a k e r 

u n d e r s t a n d s what c l a s s i s i n v o l v e d , f rom the p r o p o s i t i o n a l 

c o n t e n t , c o n t e x t , and f o r c e showing d e v i c e s o f an u t t e r a n c e , 

he must f u r t h e r be a b l e to d e t e r m i n e w h i c h member of the 

p a r t i c u l a r c l a s s i s a t s t a k e . S i n c e a l a n g u a g e u s e r must 

f i r s t s e l e c t the p r o p e r c l a s s o f a c t i o n , and then s e l e c t the 

a p p r o p r i a t e a c t i o n nomina l out o f t h a t c l a s s , he i s . n o l o n g e r 

d e a l i n g w i t h a nomina l w h i c h w i l l e i t h e r be f l a t l y a c c e p t a b l e 

o r u n a c c e p t a b l e when u s e d . R a t h e r , he must choose w i t h i n a 

range of usage e x t e n d i n g from u n a c c e p t a b l e to a p p r o p r i a t e 

and d e c i s i o n s about where a p a r t i c u l a r nomina l w i l l f i t i n 

t h i s range must be d e t e r m i n e d on the b a s i s of a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s 

c r i t e r i a . 

In s h o r t , f o r s i t u a t i o n s i n w h i c h a p a r t i c u l a r c l a s s 

o f e x p o s i t i v e s i s i n v o l v e d , i f the s p e a k e r s e l e c t s any member 

http://is.no
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o f t h a t c l a s s , he w i l l not have i m m e d i a t e l y s e l e c t e d a n o m i n a l 

the use of w h i c h w i l l r e s u l t i n an o b v i o u s l y u n a c c e p t a b l e 

u t t e r a n c e . R a t h e r , i n each case t h a t he has not s e l e c t e d 

the s i n g l e s t a t u s term w h i c h most a c c u r a t e l y c h a r a c t e r i z e s 

the f o r c e o f an u t t e r a n c e , he w i l l be p r o d u c i n g a more o r l e s s 

i n a p p r o p r i a t e u t t e r a n c e . However , as p o i n t e d out e a r l i e r , 

what a r e i n a p p r o p r i a t e as u t t e r a n c e s because they c o n t a i n 

n o m i n a l s o f a wrong c l a s s may have the added and u n e x p e c t e d 

consequence of r e n d e r i n g e n t i r e d i s c o u r s e s u n a c c e p t a b l e , be 

cause they l e a d the r e a d e r to b e l i e v e t h a t the s p e a k e r means 

a n o t h e r f o r c e f o r h i s d i s c o u r s e than the one i t h a s . 

U n l i k e many cases o f u n a c c e p t a b l e p e r f o r m a n c e , i n 

a p p r o p r i a t e u t t e r a n c e s a r e a l w a y s i n t e l l i g i b l e and common 

speech i s r e p l e t e w i t h them. ( 9 1 ) below r e p e a t s the t e x t i n 

( 9 ) , and ranges the members o f c l a s s (5b) i n o r d e r o f d e s c e n d 

i n g a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s . W h i l e some of the terms are c l e a r l y 

i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y used h e r e , none r e s u l t i n u n i n t e l 1 i g i b i 1 i t y . 

9 ' ) S o , we f o u n d t h u s f a r t h a t s c i e n t i f i c r e v o l u 
t i o n s depend on new m o d e l s and s c i e n t i s t s 
t h (ii ilr :i; a di e p Bevotbut i i ions when t h e y d i s c o v e r p r e 
v i o u s p a r a d i g m s a r e n o t c a p a b l e o f h a n d l i n g 
c e r t a i n a n o m a l i e s , 

a W i t h t h i s s umma t i o n , I t h i n k we s h o u l d t a k e 
a b r e a k . 

b ? W i t h t h e s e c o n c l u s i o n s , I t h i n k we s h o u l d b r e a k 
f o r t h e d a y . 

c ? A f t e r b r i n g i n g t h i s e v i d e n c e f o r w a r d , I t h i n k 
t h a t we s h o u l d b r e a k f o r t h e d a y . 

d ? W i t h t h e s e r e a s o n s p r e s e n t e d , I t h i n k we 
s h o u l d b r e a k f o r t h e d a y . 

e ? ? W i t h t h i s f i n i s h ; I t h i n k t h a t we s h o u l d 
b r e a k f o r t h e d a y . 
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f ? ? A f t e r a r r i v i n g a t t h e s e j u d g e m e n t s , I t h i n k 
t h a t we s h o u l d b r e a k f o r t h e d a y . 

g ? * W i t h t h i s s e t t I e m e n t , I t h i n k t h a t we s h o u l d 
b r e a k f o r t h e d a y . 

h ? * T a k i n g t h i s c l o s i n g , I t h i n k t h a t we s h o u l d 
b r e a k f o r t h e d a y . 

(Compare t h e e , g , and h e x a m p l e s w i t h f o r c e 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n l i k e F i n i s h i n g w i t h t h i s , C l o s i n g  
w i t h t h i s , S e t t l i n g f o r t h i s , e t c . , w h i c h 
i n t r o d u c e u t t e r a n c e s w h i c h c l o s e , f i n i s h , 
and s e t t Ie . ) 

C o n c e r n i n g the r o l e t h a t c o n t e x t p l a y s i n d e c i d i n g 

between the d i f f e r e n t cases of ( 9 1 ) , n o t i c e t h a t d e c i s i o n s 

about the a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s o f a c e r t a i n nomina l may be based 

on b o t h r i g h t and l e f t b r a n c h i n g s e a r c h o r p r o c e s s i n g . A 

f i r s t a c c o u n t o f the p r o c e s s by w h i c h s p e a k e r / h e a r e r s d e c i d e 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y would p o i n t d i r e c t l y to t h e so_ consequence 

marker and w o u l d d i c t a t e t h a t o n l y c o n e ! u d e or summari ze (or 

a n o t h e r consequence m a r k e r ) a re c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t t h e c o n t e x t . 

However , f o r c e c o n s i s t e n c y i s not i n f a c t a t i s s u e h e r e . 

N o t i c e f i r s t t h a t f i n d + [ p a s t ] ( f o l l o w e d by an i d e n t i f y i n g 

d e s c r i p t i o n ) s i g n a l s the o b l i q u e f o r c e o f REPEAT (and t h u s 

one w o u l d have to s e l e c t summari ze r a t h e r t h a n c o n c l u d e ) . 

A l s o , the c o n t e x t i n (9 1) c o u l d a c c e p t a b l y appear w i t h d e c i d e 

i n t h i s s l o t : 

10) So , we d e c i d e d t h u s f a r t h a t s c i e n t i f i c r e v o 
l u t i o n s depend on new m o d e l s and s c i e n t i s t s 
i n i t i a t e r e v o l u t i o n s when t h e y d i s c o v e r p r e 
v i o u s p a r a d i g m s a r e n o t c a p a b l e o f h a n d l i n g 
c e r t a i n a n o m a l i e s . A f t e r a r r i v i n g a t t h e s e 
j u d g e m e n t s , I t h i n k t h a t we s h o u l d b r e a k f o r 
t h e day . 
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A l t h o u g h b o t h passages have the f o r c e o f REPEAT, when f o u n d 

i s r e p l a c e d by d e c i d e the n o m i n a l judgements becomes a l l o w a b l e . 

T h u s , the term f o u n d makes the i m p o r t a n t d i s t i n c t i o n h e r e , o r 

a t l e a s t a d i s t i n c t i o n on w h i c h a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s d e c i s i o n s may 

be b a s e d . For i n s t a n c e , c o n c l u s i o n may not be s u b s t i t u t e d f o r 

j udgements , but s e t t ! e m e n t s may. 

By so and f i n d + p a s t , the r e a d e r u n d e r s t a n d s or 

r e c a l l s t h a t the d i s c o u r s e t e x t as a whole has been engaged 

i n an a n a l y s i s . W i t h £0 and d e c i d e + p a s t , the r e a d e r a l t e r 

n a t e l y u n d e r s t a n d s t h a t an argument or a d i s c u s s i o n has been 

u n d e r t a k e n . When a s p e a k e r has c o m m i t t e d h i m s e l f to s p e c i f y i n g 

a t e x t to such an e x t e n t , the r e a d e r may r e a s o n a b l y e x p e c t o n l y 

thermem'ber o r members o f c l a s s (5b) w h i c h are a p p r o p r i a t e to 

d e c i d e + d i s c u s s i o n ( l i k e d e c i s i o n , or j udgement) to f o l l o w 

i n the s u b s e q u e n t t e x t . T h i s i s a case o f f o r w a r d o r r i g h t -

b r a n c h i n g p r o c e s s i n g and s a t i s f a c t i o n of the e x p e c t a t i o n s 

w h i c h a r e p a r t o f the r i g h t - b r a n c h i n g p r o c e s s r e s u l t s i n j u d g e 

ments o f a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s . 

C o n v e r s e l y , a judgement o f i n a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s depends 

on the e x p e c t a t i o n s a r o u s e d by such s p e c i f i c a t i o n s b e i n g 

v i o l a t e d o r d e v i a t e d f r o m . A t t h i s p o i n t , a l e f t or backwards 

s e a r c h i s n e c e s s a r y , to t r y to r e c o v e r the m i s s i n g r e f e r e n t . 

As the cases i n (2b) i n d i c a t e , the range of p o s s i b l e a c c e p t 

a b l e and a p p r o p r i a t e r e f e r e n c e to p r e v i o u s d i s c o u r s e f o r c e i s 

c o n s i d e r a b l y g r e a t e r t h a n any s i n g l e s e t o f r i g h t - b r a n c h i n g 
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e x p e c t a t i o n s l i k e t h a t f o r d e c i d e + d i s c u s s i o n -> j u d g e m e n t . 

In s h o r t , no s i m p l e e n t a i l m e n t r e l a t i o n i s i n v o l v e d h e r e . 

U t t e r a n c e s as v a r i e d as W i t h t h e s e r e m a r k s , I t h i n k t h a t we  

s h o u l d b r e a k f o r the day o r even H a v i n g p r o v e d d t h a t s c i e n t i f i c  

r e v o l u t i o n s a re a c t u a l l y e v o l u t i o n s , I t h i n k t h a t we s h o u l d  

b r e a k f o r the day c o u l d have f o l l o w e d the t e x t above as w e l l 

as the examples o f ( 9 1 ) . L e f t - b r a n c h i n g s e a r c h f o r a n o m i n a l 

l i k e j udgement must l o o k f o r p r i o r d e c i s i o n s , o r c l a i m s w h i c h 

m i g h t have the f o r c e o f d e c i s i o n s . I f the r e a d e r f i n d s or 

knows t h a t o n l y a n a a n a l y s i s has t a k e n p l a c e , and t h a t d e c i s i o n s 

were n e i t h e r n e c e s s a r y or a p p r o p r i a t e i n such a p e r f o r m a t i v e 

u n d e r t a k i n g , then he must d e c i d e t h a t e i t h e r the p a r t i c u l a r 

r e f e r e n c e i s i n a p p r o p r i a t e or t h a t the d i s c o u r s e as a whole 

has been a m i s - p e r f o r m a n c e , h a v i n g f a i l e d to f u l f i l l the 

s p e a k e r ' s l a r g e r i n t e n t i o n s . 

C l e a r l y , the ( e ) , ( g ) , and (h) examples i n ( 9 ' ) 

a re the cases o f g r e a t e s t i n a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s i n the range p r o 

v i d e d by the n o m i n a l s o f c l a s s (5b). They wou ld be q u e s t i o n e d 

i m m e d i a t e l y i f a c t u a l l y used by a s p e a k e r i n such a way; b u t , 

f o r the p u r p o s e s o f t h i s work i t i s d e s i r a b l e to draw a d i s 

t i n c t i o n between examples o f g r o s s m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g l i k e t h o s e 

i n (8a) and (9b) and examples l i k e t h e s e . W h i l e the l a t t e r 

a re c l e a r l y p e c u l i a r , because t h e y c o n t r i b u t e to t h e g e n e r a l 

end o f t e r m i n a t i n g the d i s c o u r s e t h e y do not l e a d to the c o n 

c l u s i o n t h a t the s p e a k e r has c o m p l e t e l y m i s u n d e r s t o o d h i s 
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t e x t . They are not s i m p l y odd i n the same sense t h a t (9'b) 

i s o d d ; r a t h e r , t h e y b e l o n g to a c l a s s o f i r r e l e v a n t u t t e r 

a n c e s . I t s h o u l d be r e c a l l e d a t t h i s p o i n t t h a t one s u b s e t 

o f i r r e l e v a n c e e r r o r s c o n c e r n e d the d r a w i n g o f m i s l e a d i n g 

c o n c l u s i o n s . W h i l e the passage i n q u e s t i o n i s marked by s o , 

o r a consequence r e l a t i o n w h i c h s t a n d s between the t e x t and 

w h a t e v e r went b e f o r e i t , i t i s m i s l e a d i n g s i m p l y to r e f e r to 

t h i s passage as a " c l o s i n g . " As i n d i c a t e d a b o v e , c o n t e x t has 

the more i m p o r t a n t r o l e o f d e t e r m i n i n g s p e c i f i c a l l y w h i c h 

n o m i n a l s w i t h i n a c l a s s have the c o r r e c t r e f e r e n c e , compared 

to f o r c e showing d e v i c e s , w h i c h s e r v e more g e n e r a l l y to i n d i c a t e 

the p r o p e r c l a s s e s . 

S u g g e s t i o n and O b l i q u e A c t i o n 

In t h a t the d i s c u s s i o n above depends on the n o t i o n 

of o b l i q u e f o r c e f o r u p t a k e and s u b s e q u e n t judgements o f 

n o m i n a l a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s , i t p r e s e n t s an o v e r - s i m p l i f i e d a c c o u n t 

o f the r o l e o f o b l i q u e f o r c e . In f a c t , as shown by a c t i o n s 

l i k e s u g g e s t i n g , o b l i q u e f o r c e and the p r o c e s s o f " s o f t e n i n g " 

a f f e c t the u p t a k e of f o r c e c o n s i d e r a b l y . G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , 

r e f e r e n c e s made s u b s e q u e n t to an i n d i r e c t a c t i o n may r e f e r 

back e i t h e r to the s u r f a c e a c t i o n or to the u n d e r l y i n g a c t i o n . 

In ( 9 1 ) , r e f e r e n c e c o u l d be made back to f i nd + p a s t w i t h 

f i n d i ngs (These f i n d i n g s s u p p o r t y e s t e r d a y ' s c o n c l u s i o n s ) o r 
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w i t h s u m m a t i o n . N o t i c e , h o w e v e r , t h a t r e p e a t , as i n " S o , 

I r e p e a t t h a t s c i e n t i f i c r e v o l u t i o n s depend on new m o d e l s . . . , 

i s not a p r o p e r o b j e c t f o r r e f e r e n c e : " * A f t e r t h e s e r e p e t i -

t i o n s , I t h i n k t h a t we s h o u l d break f o r the d a y . " 

C l e a r l y , a r e a d e r u n d e r s t a n d s t h a t the s p e a k e r o f 

( 9 ' ) i s u n d e r t a k i n g to r e p e a t m a t e r i a l . Uptake of t h i s p a r t 

o f t h e f o r c e o f the u t t e r a n c e i s e s s e n t i a l f o r d e c i d i n g to opt 

f o r summari ze r a t h e r t h a n c o n c l u d e . 

I I ) We have t u r n e d o n c e a g a i n t o t h e c a s e f o r 
S o c i a l D a r w i n i s m and r e c o n s i d e r e d i t s s g r e a t 
s i m i l a r i t i e s w i t h M a r x i s t t h o u g h t , 

a T h i s r e v i e w s h o u l d l e a v e us we I I p r e p a r e d t o 
l o o k a t t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l l a b o u r movement , 

b My r e - e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h i s t o p i c s h o u l d be t a k e n 
as an i n d i c a t i o n t h a t e v e r y o n e f a i l e d t h e l a s t 
q u i z . 

c My r e p e t i t i on o f t h i s m a t e r i a l s h o u l d p r e p a r e 
us t o go i n t o E u r o p e a n communism n e x t week . 

However , n o t i c e t h a t i n (11) r e p e t i : t i o n i s an a c c e p t a b l e 

r e f e r e n t to the t e x t . W h i l e t h i s t o p i c i s o u t s i d e the c o n c e r n s 

of t h i s w o r k , i t does s e r v e to p o i n t o u t t h a t c o n s t r a i n t s 

e x i s t on d i s c o u r s e a c t i o n r e f e r e n c e beyond t h o s e I have b r i e f l y 

i d e n t i f i e d a b o v e . As p o i n t e d out i n C h a p t e r 5 , the r o l e o f 

o b l i q u e a c t i o n i n d i s c o u r s e i s c o n s i d e r a b l e and perhaps f o r 

no o t h e r c l a s s o f a c t i o n does a s p e a k e r have to u n d e r s t a n d 

c o n s t r a i n t s on and c o n v e n t i o n s about i n d i r e c t a c t i o n as he 

does f o r e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n . 

Examples (12) and (13) below c o n c e r n a phenomena 

w h i c h L a k o f f and Gordon have c a l l e d " t h e s o f t e n e d s u g g e s t i o n . " 
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T h e i r example i n v o l v e d the q u e s t i o n "Why are you p a i n t i n g y o u r 

house p u r p l e ? " to w h i c h both " W h a t ' s wrong w i t h p u r p l e ? " and 

" I d o n ' t have much money and t h e r e was a s a l e on p u r p l e p a i n t 

a t the hardware s t o r e , " a r e r e a s o n a b l e a n s w e r s . In the case 

of " W h a t ' s wrong w i t h p u r p l e ? " the o r i g i n a l q u e s t i o n must be 

c o n s t r u e d as a s u g g e s t i o n t h a t the p e r s o n i n v o l v e d not p a i n t 

h i s house p u r p l e . S u g g e s t i o n s have a v e r y wide range of u t t e r 

ances w h i c h may be used s u c c e s s f u l l y i n t h e i r p e r f o r m a n c e . 

For t h i s r e a s o n , many a p p a r e n t l y u n a c c e p t a b l e cases of s e l e c t 

i n g a s t a t u s nominal f rom the wrong c l a s s , t u r n out to be 

a c c e p t a b l e i n the case of s u g g e s t i o n . In t h i s s e n s e , the 

n o m i n a l s u g g e s t i o n seems to s t a n d i n a c l a s s by i t s e l f : 

12) I s h o u l d t e l l you t h a t t h e a l l i g a t o r s a r e h u n g r y , 
a I t w o n ' t do you any good t o t h r e a t e n me. 
b I ' l l t a k e y o u r s u g g e s t i o n s e r i o u s l y t h a t I 

w a t c h o u t . 
c T h a n k s f o r t h e w a r n i n g . 

13) T h i s f a u c e t has been l e a k i n g f o r d a y s . 
a I ' v e h e a r d y o u r c o m p l a i n t somewhere b e f o r e , 
b If y o u ' r e s u g g e s t i ng t h a t I f i x i t , f o r g e t i t . 
c Y e s , I 'm a w a r e o f t h e p r o b l e m . 

I n d i r e c t a c t i o n o f t e n has a s o f t e n i n g e f f e c t on 

u n d e r l y i n g f o r c e , and s u g g e s t i o n r e f l e c t s t h i s s o f t e n i n g by 

v i r t u e o f t h e f a c t t h a t when the s p e a k e r uses i t , he acknow

l e d g e s t h a t t h e s u r f a c e u t t e r a n c e c o u l d have been e x p r e s s e d 

d i f f e r e n t l y . T h u s , n o m i n a l s l i k e s u g g e s t i o n , recommendat i o n , 

and even remi nder have a much w i d e r range o f r e f e r e n c e t h a n 

the a n a l y s i s i n the t h i r d s e c t i o n above wou ld i n d i c a t e . 
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Ad Hoc N o m i n a l - N o m i n a l i z a t i o n C h o i c e s 

T h i s s t u d y a l s o m i g h t g i v e the i m p r e s s i o n t h a t r e f 

e r e n c e to e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n c o u l d be c a r r i e d o u t by the use 

of e i t h e r n o m i n a l s or n o m i n a l i z a t i o n s i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y . I f 

the u p t a k e o f f o r c e i s dependent both on f o r c e - s h o w i n g d e v i c e s 

and c o n t e x t , and one can e i t h e r r e f e r to the a c t i o n i t s e l f o r 

to the s t a t u s o f the a c t i o n i n c o n t e x t , then n o m i n a l s and 

n o m i n a l i z a t i o n s a r e not i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e : 

14) I r e p e a t , t h e A and Z s e c t i o n s eaee t o go t o 
room 2 2 2 . 

a Y o u r r e p e a t i n g t h a t i n s t r u c t i o n s t r i k e s us 
f u n n y . 

b ? Y o u r r e p e t i t i o n o f t h a t i n s t r u c t i o n s t i k e s 
us f u n n y . 

I 5 ) a Y o u r e x a m i n i n g t h e i s s u e i n t h i s p a p e r i s 
v e r y o d d . 

b Y o u r e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e i s s u e i n t h i s p a p e r 
i s v e r y o d d . 

As the cases i n (15) show, r e f e r e n c e to a c t i o n and r e f e r e n c e to 

the t e x t i n w h i c h the a c t i o n has t a k e n p l a c e are d i s t i n c t . 

(15a) i s a r e f e r e n c e to an a c t i o n t h a t becomes a f a c t as soon 

as i t t a k e s p l a c e , w h i l e (15b) i s a r e f e r e n c e to e i t h e r the 

manner i n w h i c h the a c t i o n was u n d e r t a k e n , o r a m i s r e f e r e n c e 

to the e v e n t : H i s e x a m i n a t i o n of the i s s u e took f i v e m i n u t e s . 

T h u s , the a c c e p t a b i l i t y o f u t t e r a n c e s i n d i s c o u r s e w h i c h r e f e r 

to o t h e r u t t e r a n c e s and t h e i r f o r c e i s dependent not o n l y on 

c o r r e c t c l a s s c h o i c e s b e i n g made, and on a p p r o p r i a t e s e l e c t i o n s 

be-ihg made w i t h i n a c l a s s , but on the c o r r e c t nomi n a l - n o m i n a l i -

z a t i o n c h o i c e as w e l l . 
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O b j e c t s o f E x p o s i t o r y A c t i o n 

A f i n a l t y p e o f c o n s i d e r a t i o n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h s t a t u s 

a s s i g n m e n t c o n c e r n s the c o n f u s i n g o f what o b j e c t s e x p o s i t o r y 

a c t i o n s may t a k e : 

I 6 ) a The d i f f i c u l t y you p r e s e n t , 
b ?The d i f f i c u l t y you c r i t i c i z e , 
c * T h e d i f f i c u l t y you s u p p o r t . 

I 7 ) a The a p p r o a c h you t a k e , 
b ?The a p p r o a c h you n o t i c e , 
c * T h e a p p r o a c h you c o n c l u d e . 

I 8 ) a The a d v i c e t h a t you o f f e r . 
b ?The a d v i c e t h a t you i n t r o d u c e , 
c * T h e a d v i c e t h a t you s e t t l e . 

I 9 ) a The q u e s t i o n s you r a i s e . 
b * T h e q u e s t i o n s you a c q u i e s c e . 

P a r t i c u l a r p r e d i c a t e s r e g u l a r l y o c c u r w i t h c e r t a i n n o m i n a l s , 

where o n l y n o m i n a l s a re i n v o l v e d (*'the a p p r o a c h i n g you t a k e ) , 

and the p r e d i c a t e s a re o f the p e r f o r m a t i v e k i n d . R a i s i n g 

q u e s t i o n s , i n t r o d u c i n g t o p i c s , and s u p p o r t i n g p o s i t i o n s are 

examples o f usage as common as t h a t o f t a l k i n g d i r e c t l y about 

a c t i o n s l i k e q u e s t i o n i n g , s u p p o r t i n g , and i n t r o d u c i n g . However , 

as one can see by c o m p a r i n g q u e s t i o n i n g w i t h r a i s i n g q u e s t i o n s , 

the p a i r s a r e not i d e n t i c a l . 

The c o m p a r i s o n here h o l d s not between q u e s t i o n i n g and 

q u e s t i o n s as such but between the a s k i n g o f q u e s t i o n s and the 

r a i s i n g o f q u e s t i o n s . In the f i r s t p l a c e , a q u e s t i o n n o m i n a l 

r e f e r e n c e r e f e r s back to an i n s t a n c e i n w h i c h someone a c t e d to 

ask s o m e t h i n g . B u t , i n the case o f r a i s i n g q u e s t i o n s , the 
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o b j e c t q u e s t i o n i s o n l y some i s s u e or c l a i m or p r o b l e m t h a t i s 

to be s e t t l e d o r e x p l o r e d . In such s i t u a t i o n s , the q u e s t i o n s 

a r e n e v e r a s k e d ; i n s t e a d , t h e y a r e i n t r o d u c e d i n t o the a r g u 

ment as d i f f i c u l t i e s o r u n s o l v e d p r o b l e m s . T h u s , the nomina l 

r e f e r e n c e here r e f e r s n e i t h e r s t r i c t l y to an a c t i o n nor t o 

s o m e t h i n g w h i c h has the s t a t u s of a q u e s t i o n e i t h e r . N o m i n a l s 

used i n t h i s way a r e i n d i r e c t f o r m s , or o b l i q u e f o r m s , f o r 

r e f e r r i n g to o t h e r a c t i o n s . N o t i c e as w e l l t h a t f o r s u p p o r t  

a p o s i t i o n , p o s i t i o n nowhere r e f e r s to an a c t u a l a c t i o n of 

p o s i t i n g , and u t t e r a n c e s d o n ' t have the f o r c e o f p o s i t i o n s ; 

r a t h e r , t h e y may be c l a i m s , r e p o r t s , r e a s o n e x p l a n a t i o n s , e t c . , 

but not a c t u a l l y p o s i t i o n s . 

(20) i s an example of an u t t e r a n c e w h i c h has the 

f o r c e o f s u p p o r t i n g ( i t i s marked by f u r t h e r m o r e and i n v o l v e s 

the g i v i n g of a d d i t i o n a l r e a s o n s beyond a c e n t r a l body o f 

r e a s o n s a l r e a d y o f f e r e d ) : 

20) F u r t h e r m o r e , had I known t h a t t h e p o l i c e we re 
t h e r e , I w o u l d have r e p o r t e d t h e a c c i d e n t 
i mmed i a t e I y . 

21) What you s a y r e a l l y d o e s n ' t s u p p o r t y o u r p o s i 
t i o n t h a t you a r e i n n o c e n t o f c r i m i n a l 
negI i g e n c e . 

Taken t o g e t h e r w i t h ( 2 1 ) , (20) p r o v i d e s the r e f e r e n t f o r the 

n o m i n a l p o s i t i o n . From ( 2 1 ) , we u n d e r s t a n d t h a t a s p e a k e r 

has a r g u e d t h a t he i s i n n o c e n t o f c r i m i n a l n e g l i g e n c e and has 

done so by o f f e r i n g r e a s o n s . P o s i t i o n here r e f e r s to the 
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s t a t u s o f t h i s c l a i m and s u p p o r t r e f e r s to the arguments o f f e r e d 

i n b e h a l f o f the c l a i m . T h u s , p o s i t i o n i s an o b l i q u e n o m i n a l 

f o r c l a i m h e r e . 

On the o t h e r h a n d , a p p r o a c h (see (17 ) ) does have a 

v e r b a l e q u i v a l e n t : I want to a p p r o a c h the s u b j e c t o f b i r t h  

c o n t r o l f rom the h i s t o r i c a l p o i n t o f v i e w . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

a p p r o a c h r e f e r s u n i q u e l y to a d e c i s i o n made on the p a r t o f the 

s p e a k e r about how h i s message c o u l d be encoded most e f f e c t i v e l y . 

I t r e f e r s o b l i q u e l y not to any p a r t i c u l a r a c t i o n but to a 

l a r g e group o f a c t i o n s , a l l o f w h i c h f a l l t o g e t h e r under the 

s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n t i o n f o r p e r l o c u t i o n a r y e f f e c t . In s h o r t , 

n o m i n a l s l i k e q u e s t i o n , a p p r o a c h , d i f f i c u l t y , e x a m p l e , e t c . , 

each have i r r e g u l a r r e f e r e n t s when t a k e n t o g e t h e r w i t h p e r 

f o r m a t i v e v e r b s . U t t e r a n c e s i n d i s c o u r s e w h i c h c o n t a i n t h i s 

t y p e o f n o m i n a l r e f e r e n c e may be d e v i a n t i n two w a y s ; the 

n o m i n a l may i n c o r r e c t l y appear w i t h a p a r t i c u l a r p e r f o r m a t i v e 

v e r b , or may a s c r i b e an a c t i o n to t h e d i s c o u r s e w h i c h never 

t o o k p l a c e . 

C o n c l u s i o n 

The c o n s i d e r a t i o n s above r e v e a l the c o m p l e x i t y o f the 

a b i l i t y to r e f e r to p r e v i o u s f o r c e o r i l l o c u t i o n a r y a c t i o n . 

They a l s o r e v e a l the c o m p l e x i t y o f ways i n w h i c h such r e f e r e n c e 

can go w r o n g . In coming to judgements about d i s c o u r s e , 



244 

e s p e c i a l l y when the s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n t i o n s are i m p o r t a n t f o r 

such j u d g e m e n t s , t h e s e n o m i n a l s a re c r u c i a l . W h i l e p e r f o r m a 

t i v e s t r u c t u r i n g and u t t e r a n c e f o r c e o r g a n i z a t i o n and o r d e r i n g 

are n e c e s s a r y f o r d i s c o u r s e w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s , t h e y a r e not 

s u f f i c i e n t f o r a r e a d e r ' s f i n a l judgement o f w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s . 

As shown a b o v e , d i s c o u r s e s may be i n t e r n a l l y w e l l - f o r m e d but 

must be f o u n d u n a c c e p t a b l e i f they do not c o n f o r m to the 

s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n t i o n s to a c t . A w e l l - f o r m e d d e s c r i p t i o n i s 

i l l - f o r m e d i f the s p e a k e r i n t e n d e d an a r g u m e n t . On the o t h e r 

h a n d , c o n f o r m i t y to i n t e n t i o n s i s i n s u f f i c i e n t f o r w e l l - f o r m e d 

ness i f the f o r c e of the u t t e r a n c e s are i m p r o p e r l y o r d e r e d . 

I t i s u n i q u e l y t h r o u g h e x p o s i t o r y n o m i n a l s e x c e p t i n t h o s e 

c a s e s of d e s c r i p t i o n i n w h i c h no such n o m i n a l s a re n e e d e d , 

t h a t the r e a d e r comes to know the s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n t i o n s f o r 

h i s u t t e r a n c e , t a k e n as a whole o r i n l a r g e p a r t s . 



C h a p t e r 9 

PERFORMATIVE CONSTRAINTS ON CONJUNCTION AND 

FORCE INCORPORATION 

I n t r o d u c t i on 

In t h i s f i n a l c h a p t e r , I b r i n g t o g e t h e r the a n a l y s e s 

i n P a r t s I and I I , and show t h a t c o n j u n c t i o n or s u c c e s s i v e 

s e n t e n c e r e l a t i o n s must be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h a d i s c o u r s e ' s 

u n d e r l y i n g p e r f o r m a t i v e s t r u c t u r e . T h i s i s a g e n e r a l i z a t i o n 

t h a t may be e x p r e s s e d as a c o n s t r a i n t and a p p e a r s as (1) 

b e l o w . In making an argument f o r ( 1 ) , i t s h o u l d be p o i n t e d 

o u t , I s i m u l t a n e o u s l y s u b s t a n t i a t e a t l e a s t two o f my p r i o r 

o b s e r v a t i o n s , w h i c h a re l i s t e d as (3) and ( 4 ) . (2) c h a r a c 

t e r i z e s c e r t a i n h y p o t h e s e s t h a t r e s u l t f rom my argument i n 

g e n e r a l , but have not been p a r t o f any a n a l y s i s p r e v i o u s to 

t h i s p o i n t and a r e o f i n t e r e s t i n t h e m s e l v e s . T h u s , to a v o i d 

c o n f u s i o n between t h e s e v a r i o u s c a s e s , I d e l i n e a t e them 

b e l o w : 

I) No d e v i c e may be e m p l o y e d whe re i t a l t e r s o r 
i s i n c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e u n d e r l y i n g f o r c e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n o f a t e x t , p a r t i c u l a r l y c o n j u n c 
t i o n o r c o n t e n t r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n s u c c e s s i v e 
s e n t e n c e s . 
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2) U p t a k e o f e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s must o f t e n be 
a s s i s t e d by f o r c e s h o w i n g d e v i c e s . 

i . A g e n e r a t i v e a c c o u n t f o r t h e o c c u r r e n c e 
o f f o r c e s h o w i n g d e v i c e s i s p o s s i b l e i n 
t e r m s o f a f o r c e i n c o r p o r a t i o n o p e r a t i o n . 

i i . Where f o r c e p o t e n t i a l i s h i g h , c o n t e x t 
w i l l be i n s u f f i c i e n t f o r f o r c e u p t a k e . 

3) E r r o r s p r o d u c e d by f a i l u r e t o f o l l o w t h e c o n 
s i s t e n c y c o n s t r a i n t o f ( I ) add i n d i r e c t s u p p o r t 
f o r t h e a n a l y s i s made i n C h a p t e r s 7 and 8: 
d i s c o u r s e has an u n d e r l y i n g p e r f o r m a t i v e 
s t n u c t u r e . 

4) As m e n t i o n e d i n t h e C o n c l u s i o n t o P a r t I, 
c o n j u n c t i o n grammar a d e q u a t e l y h a n d l e d o n l y 
some o f t h e v a r i o u s m e a n i n g r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n 
s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s . A d d i t i o n a l m e a n i n g r e l a 
t i o n s a r e c o v e r e d by p e r f o r m a n c e t h e o r y and a r e 
c o n s i d e r e d t o be p e r f o r m a t i v e . 

T h i s c h a p t e r c o n c e n t r a t e s on (1) and (2) a b o v e , 

f i r s t d e m o n s t r a t i n g the r o l e o f f o r c e showing d e v i c e s and 

then e n u m e r a t i n g e r r o r s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f i n c o n s i s t e n c y between 

d i s c o u r s e f o r c e r e q u i r e m e n t s and s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e f o r c e . 

S u b s e q u e n t l y , the l a t e r s e c t i o n s d e a l w i t h c e r t a i n c o u n t e r 

arguments i n v i t e d by ( 2 ) . As (2i i ) s t i p u l a t e s , i n t h o s e 

cases i n w h i c h f o r c e p o t e n t i a l i s h i g h , or the danger o f 

f o r c e a m b i g u i t y and m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g i s s u f f i c i e n t l y g r e a t , 

c o n t e x t a l o n e c a n n o t be e x p e c t e d to e n s u r e p r o p e r u p t a k e . 

In t h e s e c a s e s , o r i n any o t h e r c a s e s i n w h i c h a s p e a k e r 

a n t i c i p a t e s " m i s f i r e , " he may r e s o r t to f o r c e showing d e v i c e s . 

(Many of t h e s e d e v i c e s a r e p a r t o f the p r o p o s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t 

o f c e r t a i n a c t s and a r e n e c e s s a r y to t h e s u c c e s s f u l p e r f o r 

mance o f such a c t s a n y w a y . ) S i n c e f o r c e showing d e v i c e s a r e 
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i n f a c t e l e m e n t s o f s e n t e n c e p r o p o s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t , w h i c h 

means t h a t they a r e p o t e n t i a l l y d e s c r i b a b l e by a s e n t e n c e 

grammar, a c o n t e x t model f o r u p t a k e of f o r c e c o u l d be r e d u n 

d a n t . To examine t h i s p o s s i b i l i t y , I i n c l u d e a s e c t i o n w h i c h 

t a k e s up the most p r o m i s i n g c a n d i d a t e f o r a model o f f o r c e 

i n d i c a t i o n : J . R . R o s s ' s a n a l y s i s o f d e c l a r a t i v e s e n t e n c e s . 

In h i s a r t i c l e on d e c l a r a t i v e s e n t e n c e s , 1 Ross 

u t i l i z e s the n o t i o n o f f o r c e " i n c o r p o r a t i o n , " the n a t u r a l 

b a s i s o f a g e n e r a t i v e model o f f o r c e . B a s i c a l l y , h i s i s an 

e x t e n s i o n o f the n o t i o n of i n c o r p o r a t i o n i n t o an a n a l y s i s o f 

p e r f o r m a t i v e phenomena. I n c o r p o r a t i o n f i r s t r e c e i v e d a t t e n t i o n 

f o l l o w i n g G. L a k o f f ' s d i s s e r t a t i o n , as an e s s e n t i a l p a r t o f 

the k i l l as C A U S E - t o - d i e a n a l y s i s . A c e n t r a l o p e r a t i o n i n 

G r u b e r ' s t h e s i s as w e l l , i t was used t h e r e to a c c o u n t f o r a 

c e r t a i n l a r g e c l a s s o f v e r b s t h a t seemed to have l o c a t i v e 

and d u r a t i v e p r e p o s i t i o n s " i n c o r p o r a t e d " i n t o t h e m , as i n 

c l i m b f o r c l i m b up and p i e r c e f o r p i e r c e t h r o u g h . Both 

G r u b e r and L a k o f f h e l d t h a t the i n c o r p o r a t e d e l e m e n t s were to 

be c o n s i d e r e d a b s t r a c t , and L a k o f f s p e c i f i c a l l y gave h i s the 
4 

s t a t u s o f s u p e r o r d i n a t e p r e d i c a t e s . As i n cases o f o b l i q u e 

f o r c e , i n w h i c h p e r f o r m a t i v e p r e d i c a t e s o f t e n are a b s e n t , 

t h e s e a b s t r a c t e l e m e n t s do not appear as p a r t o f the s u r f a c e 

s t r u c t u r e of a s e n t e n c e . However , t h e y u s u a l l y c o n s t i t u t e an 

i m p o r t a n t sense i n w h i c h a h e a r e r u n d e r s t a n d s s e n t e n c e s where 

they are p a r t o f an u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e . 
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By the t i m e o f the Ross a r t i c l e a s o l i d r e a c t i o n 

n e g a t i v e to the C A U S E - a s - a b s t r a c t - p r e d i c a t e a n a l y s i s had formed 

and much more e v i d e n c e was e x p e c t e d t h a n b e f o r e by way o f 
5 

p r o o f f o r c l a i m s of a b s t r a c t p r e d i c a t e s . Ross took the t a s k 

o f s h o w i n g the DECLARE, that e x p l i c i t p e r f o r m a t i v e f o r s e n 

t e n c e s i n a d e c l a r a t i v e mood, was an i n t r e g a l p a r t of t h e i r 

deep s t r u c t u r e s , and a t t e m p t e d to argue the case f rom i n t e r n a l 

e v i d e n c e . By c a l l i n g a t t e n t i o n to c o n s t r a i n t s on p r o n o m i n a l i -

z a t i o n and r e f 1 e x i v i z a t i o n , he a rgued f o r the e x i s t e n c e of a 

h i g h a b s t r a c t p r e f o r m a t i v e c l a u s e , I DECLARE + S , on the 

grounds t h a t , g i v e n the c o n s t r a i n t s t h a t he had shown, such 

a h i g h e r c l a u s e w o u l d be n e c e s s a r y . On t h e w h o l e , h i s a r g u 

ment p r o v i d e d more s u p p o r t f o r a h i g h e r p e r s o n a l pronoun than 

f o r D E C L A R E . 6 N e v e r t h e l e s s , the q u e s t i o n of how such an 

a b s t r a c t p r e d i c a t e m i g h t be i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o a s e n t e n c e i_s 

o f i n t e r e s t , p a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e i t poses a p o s s i b l e a l t e r n a 

t i v e to the t r e a t m e n t o u t l i n e d i n C h a p t e r s 7 and 8. F o r c e 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n seems to be an a t t r a c t i v e o p e r a t i o n , a t l e a s t 

a t f i r s t , f o r use i n a c c o u n t i n g f o r the f a c t t h a t w h i l e e v e r y 

u t t e r a n c e a l l o w s f o r c e u p t a k e , few u t t e r a n c e s a re a c t u a l l y 

marked f o r o r i n t r o d u c e d by f o r c e p r e d i c a t e s . ' 7 

As i t i s p o s s i b l e to use a s i n g l e s e n t e n c e f o r d i f 

f e r e n t speech a c t i o n s , one must ask what we knowffrom the 

p r o p o s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t o f an u t t e r a n c e t h a t q u a l i f i e s i t f o r 

us as a p a r t i c u l a r a c t i o n (what marked i t as a case of d e f e n d i n g 
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o 
and not as an u t t e r a n c e t h a t was used to c r i t i c i z e s o m e t h i n g ) . 

The o b j e c t i o n to a c o n t e x t grammar (or a c o n t e x t - b a s e d model 

o f d i s c o u r s e p e r f o r m a n c e ) r e s t s on the f a c t t h a t many u t t e r 

ances have such g r e a t f o r c e p o t e n t i a l t h a t t h e y must be marked 

even i n c o n t e x t so r e a d e r s may know how to t a k e them. M i g h t 

not a c o n t e x t model be s t r o n g e r than i s n e c e s s a r y to d e s c r i b e 

a u d i e n c e u p t a k e ? W i l l a s t a n d a r d grammar be posed w i t h any 

i n s u r m o u n t a b l e problems i f an a t t e m p t i s made to subsume 

c o n t e x t w i t h i n a t h e o r y of f o r c e i n c o r p o r a t i o n ? 

T h i s c o u n t e r - a r g u m e n t , h o w e v e r , i s s e c o n d a r y t o the 

p r i m a r y g o a l o f t h i s c h a p t e r : to d e m o n s t r a t e t h a t s u c c e s s i v e  

s e n t e n c e r e l a t i o n s must be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h p e r f o r m a t i v e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n . Where t h e s e r e l a t i o n s d e v i a t e f rom the l a r g e r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , e r r o r s and u n a c c e p t a b i 1 i t y r e s u l t . S p e c i f i c a l l y , 

t h e s e e r r o r s o c c u r when a s p e a k e r m i s - a p p l i e s or o m i t s f o r c e 

showing d e v i c e s ( l i k e c o n j u n c t i o n r e l a t i o n m a r k e r s , n e g a t i v e s , 
9 

e v a l u a t i v e p r e d i c a t e s , and the l i k e ) and s h o u l d be d i s t i n 

g u i s h e d f rom t h o s e o c c a s i o n s i n w h i c h a s p e a k e r has used the 

wrong u t t e r a n c e e n t i r e l y f o r the a c t i o n a t t e m p t e d . 

P r e l i m i n a r y E v i d e n c e 

When s p e a k e r s want to s u p p o r t e i t h e r t h e i r own or 

a n o t h e r p e r s o n ' s a r g u m e n t , t h e y add e i t h e r f u r t h e r arguments 



250 

and r e a s o n s f o r b e l i e f to the ones p r e s e n t , or r e a s o n s show

i n g i m p o r t a n c e . 

I ) a In a d d i t i o n , H e n r y g o t home l a t e l a s t n i g h t , 
b F u r t h e r m o r e , i f we had known what we do now, 

we w o u l d have q u i t , 
c The r e a s o n he g a ve i s i ndeed a good o n e . 

The a c t o f a d d i n g i s marked by the s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s o f 

a d d i t i o n and c o n t i n u a t i o n , and the a c t o f s t r e s s i n g i m p o r t a n c e 

isnm'ark'ed q u i t e t y p i c a l l y by a r e f e r e n c e to s t a t u s and some 

p r e d i c a t e o f f a v o r a b l e e v a l u a t i o n . In c o n t r a d i s t i n c t i o n , the 

a c t of c o n t r a d i c t i o n i s marked by a s s e r t i o n s of " n o t t r u e " 

or o f " n o t - f a c t b and are t y p i c a l l y d e n i a l s w h i c h i d e n t i f y 

the s t a t u s o f the a c t to w h i c h t h e y are d e n i a l s . 

2 ) a Y o u r rema r k i s n o t t r u e . 
b You d i d n o t p i c k up t h e S t a r o f I n d i a w i t h 

y o u r t e e t h . 
c T h a t i s n o t t h e r e a s o n he g a ve h i s w i f e . 

The d i f f e r e n c e i n f o r c e between c o n t r a d i c t i o n and 

c r i t i c i s m i s l a r g e l y one of d e g r e e , i n s o f i a f a a s the a c t u a l 

t r u t h o f someone 's u t t e r a n c e i n c r i t i c i s m i s not a t s t a k e . 

Compare (2) w i t h ( 3 ) . 

3 ) a The r e a s o n s you g i v e a l l seem i n s u b s t a n t i a l , 
b I 'm s u r p r i s e d a t t h e l a c k o f r e a s o n i n g t h i s 

s h o w s . 
c H i s M a r x i s t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n l e a v e s t o o much 

o f t h e poem u n a c c o u n t e d f o r . 

S i m i l a r l y , as s u p p o r t i n g s t a n d s i n o p p o s i t i o n to c o n t r a d i c t i o n , 

so c r i t i c i s m i s i n o p p o s i t i o n to d e f e n d i n g . 
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4 ) a Y o u r a r g u m e n t a g a i n s t t h e i r p o s i t i o n doe s n o t 
t a k e i t s p r a c t i c a l u t i l i t y i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

b An a t t a c k l i k e t h a t c o m p l e t e l y i g n o r e s t h e 
f a c t t h a t t h e p r o g r a m has been s u c c e s s f u l f o r 
t h r e e yea r s . 

In d e f e n d i n g , one not o n l y c l a i m s t h a t some p o s i t i o n i s a good 

o n e , o r g i v e s r e a s o n s f o r s o m e t h i n g to be v a l u e d , but c o u n t e r 

a t t a c k s by showing a d e f i c i e n c y i n the o r i g i n a l a t t a c k . 

From these few examples o f u t t e r a n c e s t h a t a r e t y p i c a l 

o f d i f f e r e n t e x p o s i t o r y a c t s , one can i n f e r t h a t c o n t e x t i s 

d e f i n i t e l y not the o n l y c r i t e r i o n by w h i c h we u n d e r s t a n d the 

s t a t u s o f e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n : r a t h e r , t h e r e w i l l be e lements 

i n the p r e p o s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t t h a t w i l l s e r v e to mark the a c t 

a t t e m p t e d . O f t e n , t h e s e i n d i c a t o r s o f f o r c e a r e i n f a c t 

n e c e s s a r y g r a m m a t i c a l p a r t s o f the s u r f a c e s t r u c t u r e of a 

p a r t i c u l a r u t t e r a n c e and may not be d e l e t e d w i t h o u t l e a v i n g 

the u t t e r a n c e u n g r a m m a t i c a l . Y e t , t h e y are a l w a y s s i g n a l s 

o f deep p r o p o s i t i o n a l c o n d i t i o n s f o r the a c t b e i n g a t t e m p t e d ; 

and w h i l e o t h e r e l e m e n t s o f the u t t e r a n c e m i g h t be d e l e t e d 

w i t h o u t s e r i o u s l y a f f e c t i n g s u c c e s s , t h e s e a r e not d e l e t e a b l e . 

F a c t i v i t y , the S u b j u n c t i v e , and N e g a t i o n as F o r c e Showing  

D e v i ces 

In o r d e r to g i v e a d v i c e s u c c e s s f u l l y , the s p e a k e r 

must know t h a t what he i s a d v i s i n g h i s h e a r e r to do has not 

i n f a c t a l r e a d y been d o n e . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e s p e a k e r must 
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r e f e r to t h i s f u t u r e a c t i o n n o n - f a c t i v e l y o r , more s p e c i f i c a l l y , 

by u s i n g e i t h e r the f u t u r e t e n s e or the i n f i n i t i v e of the 

v e r b . O t h e r w i s e , he c o u l d not be s a i d to be g i v i n g a d v i c e 

about s o m e t h i n g h i s a u d i e n c e had an o p p o r t u n i t y to d o . More 

i m p o r t a n t l y , he must b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s a c t i o n i s i n the h e a r e r ' s 

b e s t i n t e r e s t , so he must a l s o e x p r e s s the u t t e r a n c e i n the 

s u b j u n c t i v e . Compare the examples o f (5) w i t h t h o s e of ( 6 ) , 

w h i c h a r e s u g g e s t i o n s . 

5) a You r e a l l y o u g h t t o do s o m e t h i n g a b o u t t h a t 
f a u c e t . 

b In t h a t s i t u a t i o n , you s h o u l d t r y f o r a d r a w . 

6) a You m i g h t move Q-R5 and f o r c e t h e b i s h o p ' s pawn, 
b I w o u l d f i n d t h e n e a r e s t e x i t i f i t were me. 
c I f i t we re me I w o u l d f i n d t h e n e a r e s t e x i t . 

I t m i g h t be argued t h a t s i n c e the s u b j u n c t i v e mood 

p r e s u p p o s e s n o n - f a c t i v i t y , the remarks on f a c t i v i t y c o u l d be 

e l i m i n a t e d . However , f a c t i v i t y e n t e r s i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n 

a l m o s t a l l o f the expos i tiv/e :s and c o u l d be e x p r e s s e d as a + 

o r - f e a t u r e . 

O t h e r w i s e , the s u b j u n c t i v e m a r k e r s e s s e n t i a l to 

a d v i s i n g a r e ought and s h o u l d , as t h e y g i v e the i m p e r a t i v e 

emphasis n e c e s s a r y to d i s t i n g u i s h a d v i s i n g from s u g g e s t i n g . 

In t h e c a s e o f s u g g e s t i o n ( '6b), wt i ie f incomparesvwi t h g (6c ) 

thegf iOKcegdependsht -oesomeeextenteoniwhat the s p e a k e r s t r e s s e s . 

For many s p e a k e r s , to say to a n o t h e r p e r s o n t h a t he s h o u l d 

do s o m e t h i n g i s to say t h a t the s p e a k e r h i m s e l f w o u l d do 
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w h a t e v e r i s i n q u e s t i o n i n s i m i l a r c i r c u m s t a n c e s . For such 

s p e a k e r s , the s u g g e s t i o n p r o p e r ( b u t not the s o f t e n e d s u g 

g e s t i o n as i n (6ar),))would not e x i s t ; a l l such usage would have 

the s t a t u s o f a d v i s i n g . O t h e r w i s e , the s o f t e n e d a d v i s i n g o f 

(5a) i s q u i t e d i s t i n c t f rom the s o f t e n e d s u g g e s t i o n ( 6 a ) , 

p o i n t i n g to the i l l o c u t i o n a r y l o a d the s u b j u n c t i v e marker 

p l a y s i n such c a s e s . 

In t h i s way , the use o f the s u b j u n c t i v e here s e r v e s 

to make e x p l i c i t the s i n c e r i t y c o n d i t i o n f o r a d v i s i n g t h a t 

the s p e a k e r must b e l i e v e the p r o p o s e d a c t i o n to be i n the 

h e a r e r ' s b e s t i n t e r e s t . W i t h o u t t h i s s i n c e r i t y c o n d i t i o n 

b e i n g made e x p l i c i t , (5b) wou ld become a s u g g e s t i o n : In t h a t  

s i t u a t i o n , t r y f o r a d r a w . C o n c e r n i n g the f a c t i v i t y o f 

a d v i s i n g , * I a d v i s e you t h a t you d i d s o m e t h i n g a b o u t t h a t  

f a u c e t i s d e v i a n t s e m a n t i c a l l y p r e c i s e l y because the a c t o f 

a d v i s i n g demands t h a t the a c t i n q u e s t i o n has not a l r e a d y 

been d o n e . You ought to have d e v e l o p e d y o u r k n i g h t e a r l i e r 

has the f o r c e o f a d v i s i n g the h e a r e r to a c t i n a d i f f e r e n t 

way t h e n e x t o p p o r t u n i t y . (There are c o n t e x t s i n w h i c h i t 

w o u l d have the f o r c e o f a n a l y s i s . ) 

7 ) a I f you e v e r come h e r e a g a i n , I ' l l s t e a l 
y o u r h u b c a p s , 

b I f you d o n ' t c o n s i d e r o u r c a s e , w e ' l l c a l l 
t h e m a y o r . 

c I a d v i s e you n o t t o come h e r e a g a i n , o r I 
wi I I c u t y o u r s h o e l a c e s , 

d ? ?You s h o u l d n o t come h e r e a g a i n , o r I w i l l 
c u t y o u r s h o e l a c e s . 
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( 5 ) , ( 6 ) , and (7) a re a l l e x p r e s s e d n o n - f a c t i v e l y , 

but depend l a r g e l y f o r t h e i r f o r c e on how t h a t n o n - f a c t i v i t y 

i s e x p r e s s e d . ( 7 ) , each o f w h i c h i s an example o f a t h r e a t e n 

i n g u t t e r a n c e . , ( I t r e a t t h r e a t e n i n g as a s p e c i a l case of w a r n 

i n g ) , t a k e s a p o l a r o p p o s i t i o n to (5) i n t h a t w h i l e the u t t e r 

ances i n (5) a r e e x p r e s s e d i n the s u b j u n c t i v e w i t h t h e r e s u l t 

t h a t the s p e a k e r says t h a t some e v e n t s h o u l d t a k e p l a c e , the 

u t t e r a n c e s i n (7) a re e x p r e s s e d i n the c o n d i t i o n a l i n such a 

way t h a t t h e s p e a k e r i s s a y i n g t h a t some e v e n t s h o u l d not 

t a k e p l a c e . (7c) p r e s e n t s a case of e x p l i c i t a d v i c e b e i n g 

i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o the c o n d i t i o n a l d i s j u n c t i o n o f a w a r n i n g , 

i n c o n t r a s t to ( 7 d ) . (7d) i s p e c u l i a r p r e c i s e l y because the 

s p e a k e r i s bo th w a n t i n g s o m e t h i n g to t a k e p l a c e and not w a n t 

i n g i t to t a k e p l a c e . 

(8) and (9) a r e examples w h i c h show d e v i a n c e a s s o 

c i a t e d w i t h u n a c c e p t a b l e f o r c e i n d i c a t i o n f o r w a r n i n g and 

a d v i s i n g . 

8) I 'm g i v i n g you g e n t l e m e n on t h e c o m m i t t e e my 
l a s t w a r n i n g . 

a I f you d o n ' t t a k e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h i s a c t i o n , 
I w i l l . 

b ? * You r e a l l y s h o u l d t a k e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h i s 
a c t i o n . 

9) S h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s , we we re a s k e d a g a i n f o r 
o u r a d v i c e . 

a We r e p l i e d t h a t i f t h e b a n d i t s h e l d us up a g a i n 
we s h o u l d f i g h t t o t h e f i n i s h , 

b *We c o u l d o n l y s ay t h a t i f t h e b a n d i t s h e l d us 
up a g a i n , we w o u l d f i g h t t o t h e f i n i s h . 
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For e x a m p l e , i n (8) the a c t o f w a r n i n g i s made o b l i g a t o r y by 

the a c t u a l i n t r o d u c t i o n o f the p r e d i c a t e w a r n i n g i n t h e c o n 

t e x t s e n t e n c e . The same s i t u a t i o n o b t a i n s i n ( 9 ) , f o r a d v i c e , 

and i n b o t h d e v i a n t c a s e s an u n i n t r o d u c e d a c t i s p e r f o r m e d . 

T h i s i s e s p e c i a l l y c l e a r i n ( 8 ) , where b o t h t h e (a) and (b) 

examples advance the same p r o p o s i t i o n s , w i t h the r e s u l t t h a t 

one can see the i m p o r t a n t r o l e s c o n d i t i o n a l i z a t i o n and the 

use o f the s u b j u n c t i v e have i n the r e a d e r ' s d e c i d i n g i l l o c u 

t i o n a r y s t a t u s or a s c r i b i n g f o r c e . 

C o n c e r n i n g the r o l e p l a y e d by n e g a t i o n and e v a l u a t i v e 

p r e d i c a t e s as f o r c e showing d e v i c e s , the a c t i o n s o f c r i t i c i z 

i n g , c o n t r a d i c t i n g , and d e f e n d i n g p r o v i d e u s e f u l e x a m p l e s . 

10) a Y o u r p o s i t i o n h e r e i s t o t a l l y u n w a r r a n t e d . 
b b H i s j u s t i f i c a t i-on o f h i s d e c i s i o n was 

a s t o n i s h i n g l y i I l - c o n c e i v e d . 

(10) p r e s e n t s two cases o f c r i t i c i s m , an a c t i o n w h i c h t y p i c a l l y 

i n v o l v e s a nomina l used to c h a r a c t e r i z e the s t a t u s o f the 

m a t e r i a l c r i t i c i z e d and a n e g a t i v e e v a l u a t i o n p r e d i c a t e l i k e 

u n w a r r a n t e d , i n s u b s t a n t i a l , u n r e a s o n a b l e , e t c . P r i m a r i l y by 

t h e p r e s e n c e o f t h e s e p r e d i c a t e s we d i s t i n g u i s h between 

d e n i a l s ( 1 1 ) , c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ( 1 2 ) , and c r i t i c i s m s . 

11) I t i s n ' t t r u e t h a t I knew what w o u l d h a p p e n . 

12) T h a t was n o t h i s e x c u s e f o r b e i n g l a t e . 

The o c c a s i o n s of a l l t h r e e may c o n t a i n s t a t u s n o m i n a l s 

and e x p l i c i t n e g a t i v e s as w e l l , but o n l y c r i t i c i s m i n v o l v e s 
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p r e d i c a t e s o f n e g a t i v e e v a l u a t i o n such a s t t h o s e i n ( 1 0 ) . 

S t a t e d s i m p l y , a d e n i a l i s any a c t i o n e i t h e r i n v o l v i n g an 

a s s e r t i o n t h a t some s t a t e m e n t i s not t r u e or t h a t some r e l a 

t i o n does not o b t a i n . A c o n t r a d i c t i o n , as i n ( 1 2 ) , depends 

on i m m e d i a t e c o n t e x t , but i s e s s e n t i a l l y a d i r e c t d e n i a l t h a t 

someone 's p r e v i o u s u t t e r a n c e i s c o r r e c t , or i s a n ^ a s s e r t i o n of 

t h e o p p o s i t e s t a t e o f a f f a i r s . 

13) J o h n t e s t i f i e d t h a t P h i l w a s n ' t a t t h e s c e n e 
o f t h e c r i m e . 

a B u t P h i l a d m i t t e d t h a t he was t h e r e ( n o n -
n e g a t i v e c o n t r a d i c t i o n ) . 

b I know v e r y w e l l t h a t he was t h e r e . ( e m p h a t i c 
c o n t r a d i c t i on ) . 

c G i v e n t h e e v i d e n c e , s u c h t e s t i m o n y i s m i s 
l e a d i n g ( c r i t i c i s m ) . 

d What J o h n s a i d a b o u t P h i l i s n ' t t r u e ( d e n i a l ) . 

T h e i r i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h n e g a t i o n i s one way i n w h i c h 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n , c r i t i c i s m , and d e n i a l a re s i m i l a r . A l l t h r e e 

a r e r e s p o n s i v e , o r appear i n the c o n t e x t o f a p r i o r a s s e r t i o n 

or c l a i m . However , where the r e a d e r f i n d s a n e g a t i v e a s s e r t i o n 

i n the t e x t s u b s e q u e n t not to a c l a i m but to an a t t a c k (where 

a c h a r g e o r a c c u s a t i o n i s l e v e l e d d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y a t 

some p e r s o n or o r g a n i z a t i o n ) , h i s a l t e r n a t i v e s i n a s c r i b i n g 

s t a t u s a re g r e a t e r and he must be more d i s c r i m i n a t i n g . Where 

the r e a d e r u n d e r s t a n d s the a u t h o r to be r e s p o n d i n g to an 

a t t a c k n e g a t i v e l y , the f o l l o w i n g o p t i o n s a r e a v a i 1 a b l e , g i v e n 

the c o r r e s p o n d i n g p o s s i b l e s i n c e r i t y c o n d i t i o n s . 
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4) P e t e has been c a r e l e s s : i n h i s r e s e a r c h ( A T T A C K ) , 
a B e l i e v e s t h e a t t a c k t o be u n f a i r , u n w a r r a n t e d , e t c 

The a t t a c k on P e t e i s i r r e s p o n s i b l e ( C R I T I C I S M ) . 
b B e l i e v e s t h e a t t a c k i n g s t a t e m e n t t o be u n t r u e . 

I t i s n ' t t r u e t h a t he was c a r e l e s s (DEN IAL ) . 
E v e r y o n e knows t h a t he was most d i l i g e n t 
(CONTRAD ICT ION) . 

c B e l i e v e s t h e a t t a c k t o be p a r t l y t r u e b u t knows 
o f e x p i a t i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 
B u t , he d i d have a d e a d l i n e t o meet ( D E F E N S E ) , 

d Knows o f r e a s o n t o d o u b t t h e a t t a c k e r . 
S i n c e t h e C o m m i t t e e a p p r o v e d h i s f i n d i n g s , you 
mus t be m i s t a k e n (COUNTERATTACK) . 

D i s c o u r s e C o n s t r a i n t s on C o n j u n c t i o n 

The c l a i m to be d i s c u s s e d here i s t h a t c o n j u n c t i o n 

grammar must be s e n s i t i v e to the combined f o r c e o f the u t t e r 

ances i t p a i r s . F o r c e may be changed i n v a r i o u s ways by the 

use of i m p r o p e r c o n j u n c t i o n , t h e r e b y a f f e c t i n g the w e l l - f o r m e d 

ness o f the p e r f o r m a t i v e s t r u c t u r e and t h e a c c e p t a b i l i t y o f 

the d i s c o u r s e i t s e l f . I t was a rgued i n the f i r s t s e c t i o n 

t h a t a l t h o u g h we u n d e r s t a n d s e n t e n c e p a i r s i n terms of c o n j u n c 

t i o n r e l a t i o n s , w h e t h e r a c o n j u n c t i o n grammar o p e r a t e s i n such 

a way as to make such r e l a t i o n s e x p l i c i t or not i s , e x c e p t i n 

s p e c i a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , o p t i o n a l . S e n t e n c e s l i k e the f o l l o w 

i n g , each o f w h i c h c o n t a i n s a d i s t i n c t c o n j u n c t i o n r e l a t i o n , 

a re u n d e r s t a n d a b l e w h e t h e r e x p l i c i t l y marked by c o n j u n c t i o n 

o r n o t . 
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I 5 ) a I p r o m i s e t o g e t o u t . C a l l y o u r dog o f f ( I F - T H E N ) , 
b J o h n w a l k e d o u t o f t h e h o s p i t a l . An a m b u l a n c e 

r a n o v e r h im (AND T H E N ) , 
c We had a b i g l u n c h . We a l l f e l l a s l e e p a f t e r w a r d s • 

( C A U S E ) . 
d J o h n has t a k e n G e r m a n . P e t e ' s l a s t name i s 

S c h m i t t ( S I M I L A R I T Y ) , 
e H a r r y was a d r y c l e a n e r . He knew a s p o t when 

he saw one (CONSEQUENCE OR REASON) , 
f J o h n l o a t h e s f i s h . H i s w i f e i s b u y i n g a m a c k e r a l . 

I NFERENCE ) . 
g I b o u g h t a n e w s p a p e r . I c o u l d n ' t f i n d a w e a t h e r 

f o r e c a s t i n i t (V IOLAT ION OF E X P E C T A T I O N ) . 

When the s p e a k e r makes t h e s e c o n j u n c t i o n r e l a t i o n s 

e x p l i c i t , (a) i s u s u a l l y seen c o n j o i n e d w i t h so_, (b) by and  

t h e n , (e) by b e c a u s e , a f t e r r e v e r s i n g the c l a u s e o r d e r , and 

(g) i s u s u a l l y c o n j o i n e d by b u t . However , as f o r c e showing 

d e v i c e s , c e r t a i n c o n j u n c t i o n s must be e x p l i c i t l y p r e s e n t i n 

the s u r f a c e s t r u c t u r e s o f the u t t e r a n c e s f o r a c t i o n s l i k e 

a d m i t t i n g and e x p l a i n i n g . In the a c t i o n o f a d m i t t i n g a but 

c o n j u n c t i o n and i t s c o n s e q u e n t d e n i a l o f e x p e c t a t i o n ( o r t h e 

e q u i v a l e n t i n s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s l i k e h o w e v e r , and n e v e r t h e -

1 e s s ) i s the o n l y marker the r e a d e r has a v a i l a b l e to d i s 

t i n g u i s h between a d m i t t i n g and c o n c e d i n g . 

16) Y o u r m o t h e r i s a v i c i o u s p e r s o n . 
a I a d m i t t h a t s he has h e r c r u e l moment s , b u t 

you c o u l d n ' t r e a l l y c a l l h e r v i c i o u s ( A D M I T ) , 
b I a d m i t t h a t she has h e r c r u e l moment s , and 

y o u c o u l d n ' t r e a l l y c a l l h e r v i c i o u s , , ( i n f a c t , 
s h e ' s a s a d i s t ) (CONCEDE) . 

The d e n i a l i n (16a) i s marked by b u t , w h i c h i n t h i s case must 

be a d e n i a l o f the e x p e c t a t i o n s r a i s e d by the admi t c l a u s e . 

In the grammar, but i s e a s i l y t h e most common means of d e n y i n g 

e x p e c t a t i o n s . 
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17) Y o u r t e l e p h o n e i s o u t o f o r d e r . 
a I a d m i t t h a t i t makes a q u e e r n o i s e , b u t you c an 

s t i l I make c a l I s on i t . 
b I a d m i t t h a t i t makes a q u e e r n o i s e , * a n d you 

c a n s t i l l make c a l l s on i t . 

T h a t but s h o u l d be an o b l i g a t o r y c o n j u n c t f o r a d m i t 

t i n g i s not u n r e a s o n a b l e , as the a c t o f a d m i t t i n g demands t h a t 

a l t h o u g h the s p e a k e r w i l l agree w i t h a s t a t e m e n t t h a t seem

i n g l y c o n t r a d i c t s h i s own p o s i t i o n , he must deny t h a t t h i s 

s t a t e m e n t i s a t e l l i n g o n e . U n l e s s t h e e x p e c t a t i o n r a i s e d by 

the s p e a k e r ' s agreement i s d e n i e d , the s p e a k e r concedes the 

p o i n t . The f o r c e o f (16) i s ambiguous u n l e s s the c o n j u n c t i o n 

r e l a t i o n i s made e x p l i c i t . 

S i m i l a r l y , c o n s e c u t i v e s e n t e n c e s i n w h i c h one e x p l a i 

some q u e s t i o n e d e lement o f i t s a n t e c e d e n t have a l i m i t e d range 

o f ways i n w h i c h t h i s r e l a t i o n may be made e x p l i c i t . 

18) a P e t e r e f u s e d t o go u p r i v e r . He knew t h e n a t i v e s 
w o u l d a t t a c k . 

bb P e t e r e f u s e d t o go u p r i v e r b e c a u s e he knew t h e 
n a t i v e s w o u l d a t t a c k , 

c The r e a s o n P e t e r e f u s e d t o go u p r i v e r was t h a t 
he knew t h e n a t i v e s w o u l d a t t a c k , 

d H i s knowiiing t h e n a t i v e s w o u l d a t t a c k e x p l a i n s why 
P e t e r e f u s e d t o go u p r i v e r . 

In s h o r t , w h i l e c o n j u n c t i o n grammar must p r o v i d e s y n t a c t i c and 

s e m a n t i c c o n s t r a i n t s on c o n j u n c t i o n , e x p l a i n i n g a c c e p t a b i l i t y 

and d i s t i n g u i s h i n g between d i f f e r e n t c o n j u n c t i o n r e l a t i o n s , 

i t i s r e s t r i c t e d to making e x p l i c i t o n l y t h o s e r e l a t i o n s t h a t 

a l r e a d y e x i s t between s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s . 
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The degree to w h i c h c o n j u n c t i o n showing i s o p t i o n a l 

as an o p e r a t i o n i s shown by the f a c t t h a t c o n j o i n i n g must not 

be a l l o w e d to a l t e r the o r d e r o f the u t t e r a n c e s i n the d i s c o u r s e . 

In f o r m a l t e r m s , the d i s c o u r s e must be a c c e p t a b l y o r d e r e d 

b e f o r e c o n j u n c t i o n showing may be a l l o w e d to o p e r a t e . Take 

(19) as an e x a m p l e . P r e v i o u s t h e o r i e s o f c o n j u n c t i o n , a t l e a s t 

p r i o r to R. L a k o f f ' s , took and then to be the o n l y c l a u s e -

o r d e r i n g c o n j u n c t i o n . 1 0 In ( 1 9 c ) , the f o r c e o f one c l a u s e i s 

changed by r e o r d e r i n g . 

I 9 ) a J o h n i s n ' t a s a v o r y c h a r a c t e r . Y o u ' d b e t t e r 
be c a r e t uI . 

b J o h n i s n ' t a s a v o r y c h a r a c t e r and y o u ' d b e t t e r 
be c a r e f u l . 

c Y o u ' d b e t t e r be c a r e f u l and J o h n i s n ' t a 
s a v o r y c h a r a c t e r . 

In (19c) we have an example of the c l a u s e s o f (19b) r e v e r s e d , 

w i t h t h e r e s u l t t h a t the two a r e c l e a r l y no l o n g e r synonymous 

p e r f o r m a t i v e l y w i t h t h o s e of ( 1 9 b ) . What we u n d e r s t a n d by 

(19b) i s t h a t t h e s p e a k e r i s w a r n i n g us to be c a r e f u l , and 

i d e n t i f y i n g the s o u r c e of c o n c e r n ; " y o u ' d b e t t e r be c a r e f u l " 

i s a w a r n i n g c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the a s s e r t e d d a n g e r . From ( 1 9 c ) , 

h o w e v e r , the i n f e r e n c e t h a t John i s the p r i n c i p a l s o u r c e f o r 

c o n c e r n i s not i n v i t e d . " John i s n ' t a s a v o r y c h a r a c t e r " has 

the f o r c e o f an added w a r n i n g , r a t h e r t h a n the i d e n t i f i e d 

cause of c o n c e r n . (19c) c o u l d be e x p r e s s e d as " Y o u ' d b e t t e r 

be c a r e f u l ( a b o u t s o m e t h i n g e l s e ) . In a d d i t i o n , John i s n ' t 

a s a v o r y c h a r a c t e r . " 
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The case i n .(2.0b) i s q u i t e s i m i l a r to t h a t i n ( 1 9 b ) , 

i n t h a t i t s o p p o s i t e , ( 2 0 c ) , o f f e r s an u n i n t e n d e d r e a s o n . 

20) a Y o u ' d b e t t e r be there t o m o r r o w . T h e y ' r e v o t i n g , 
b Y o u ' d b e t t e r be t h e r e t o m o r r o w b e c a u s e t h e y ! r e 

v o t i n g . 
c ^ T h e y ' r e v o t i n g b e c a u s e y o u ' d b e t t e r be t h e r e 

t o m o r r o w . 

In s h o r t , t h e s e e x p l i c i t c o n j u n c t i o n markers must not s e r v e to 

change the i n t e n d e d f o r c e o f t h e i r c o n j u n c t s , and w i l l be c o n 

s t r a i n e d from r e o r d e r i n g the c o n j u n c t s i n an u n a c c e p t a b l e way. 

To c o n t i n u e the argument t h a t a c o n j u n c t i o n grammar 

may o n l y make e x p l i c i t what i s , i n e s s e n c e , a l r e a d y t h e r e , 

examine the f o l l o w i n g t e x t . 

21) Hen r y s a i d t h a t he had been a bomber p i l o t 
d u r i n g WWII. T h i s s t rauck us as q u e e r , s i n c e 
he was n e a r l y d e a f . A l t h o u g h he was u n a b l e 
t o h e a r a f t e r a s h e l I e x p l o s i o n , he had t o 
f l y n e a r l y t h i r t y m i s s i o n s b e c a u s e t h e y we re 
s h o r t o f t r a i n e d p i l o t s . 

A l t h o u g h the e n t i r e t e x t i s i n the form of a r e p o r t o f e v e n t s 

t h a t toioJk p i ace i n the p a s t , the r e a d e r may s t i l l i n f e r the 

u n i q u e f o r c e the a n t e c e d e n t s o f t h e s e r e p o r t s had d u r i n g the 

a c t u a l c o n v e r s a t i o n . A l l o f the s e n t e n c e s are cases o f i n 

d i r e c t s p e e c h , a f a c t we u n d e r s t a n d w i t h o u t the p r e s e n c e o f 

p r e d i c a t e s l i k e " s a i d . " The f o r c e o f the t e x t t a k e n as a 

whole i s t h a t o f a s u m m a t i o n , because a summation a l l o w s t h e 

a p p e a r a n c e of o n l y e s s e n t i a l i n f o r m a t i o n , and the u t t e r a n c e s 

t h a t were a c t u a l l y used are not p a r t o f the r e p o r t of them. 

The second s e n t e n c e c o u l d be a r e p o r t o f a c t u a l s t a t e m e n t s 
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l i k e " I t ' s u n u s u a l to f i n d a bomber p i l o t w i t h a h e a r i n g 

p r o b l e m " or even " T h a t ' s an o u t r i g h t l i e ; t h e y d o n ' t a l l o w 

anyone to f l y w i t h p h y s i c a l i m p a i r m e n t s . " The a c t u a l u t t e r 

ances would have to be known i n o r d e r to d e t e r m i n e how s o f t e n e d 

t h i s summation i s . 

What i s i m p o r t a n t here i s t h a t the second s t a t e m e n t 

r e p o r t s an o b j e c t i o n made to H e n r y ' s u t t e r a n c e . The p e r f o r m a 

t i v e s t r u c t u r e of the t e x t i s as f o l l o w s : ' 

S i : CLA IM ( H e n r y s a y s he was a bomber p i I o t O . 
S 2 V OBJECTION (Bomber p i l o t s a r e n ' t a l l o w e d t o f l y 

w i t h i m p a i r m e n t s ) . 
S 3 V EXPLANATION ( H e n r y was f o r c e d t o f l y due t o a 

p i I o t s h o r t a g e ) . 

In o r d e r to o b j e c t to the f i r s t o f H e n r y ' s s t a t e m e n t s , i t i s 

n e c e s s a r y to o f f e r r e a s o n s why n o t , o r t o c o n t r a d i c t some p r i o r 

c l a i m . We i n f e r f rom the second s e n t e n c e t h a t the s p e a k e r 

does not b e l i e v e Henry to be t e l l i n g the t r u t h ; f rom the two 

c l a u s e s we i n f e r a t h i r d c l a u s e , o r "bomber p i l o t s a r e n ' t 

a l l o w e d to f l y w i t h p h y s i c a l i m p a i r m e n t s , " the u t t e r a n c e c a r r y 

i n g the a c t u a l f o r c e o f o b j e c t i o n . S e n t e n c e two i s a case of 

i n f e r e n c e c o n j u n c t i o n used as an o b j e c t i o n . In o t h e r c o n t e x t s , 

s e n t e n c e two c o u l d be t a k e n as a r e p o r t of a p r i v a t e b e l i e f 

w h i c h c o u l d have been e x p r e s s e d but was n o t . However , f rom 

s e n t e n c e t h r e e , one can o n l y c o n c l u d e t h a t the b e l i e f was 

e x p r e s s e d , s i n c e a r e s p o n s e was made by Henry and r e p o r t e d 

by the s p e a k e r . In t h i s w a y , p r i o r and s u b s e q u e n t c o n t e x t i s 
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u s e d , a l o n g w i t h i n f e r e n c e c o n j u n c t i o n , to i n f e r the s t a t u s 

o f t h e u t t e r a n c e b e i n g r e p o r t e d h e r e . 

O t h e r w i s e , c o n s i d e r the f o l l o w i n g t r a n s f o r m s of 

s e n t e n c e s one and two o f the above t e x t . 

2 2 ) a What H e n r y s a i d s t r u c k us as q u e e r . He s a i d 
t h a t he had been a bomber p i l o t d u r i n g WW I I ; 
b u t , he was n e a r l y d e a f , 

b F o r H e n r y t o s a y t h a t he had been a bomber 
p i l o t d u r i n g WW II s t r u c k us as q u e e r b e c a u s e 
he was n e a r l y d e a f , 

c H e n r y s a i d t h a t he had been a bomber p i l o t 
d u r i n g WW I I . T h i s s t r u c k us as q u e e r . He 
was n e a r Iy d e a f . 

?He was n e a r l y d e a f and t h i s s t r u c k us as q u e e r . 
* T h i s s t r r u c k us as q u e e r and he was n e a r l y d e a f . 
* T h i s s t r u c k us as q u e e r so he was n e a r l y d e a f . 
* T h i s s t r u c k us a s q q a e e r b b u t h h e w w a s n e a r l y d e a f . 

N o t i c e t h a t but i s a c c e p t a b l e i n the (a) example above but not 

i n the ( c ) e x a m p l e . The (a) example p r e s e r v e s the o b j e c t i o n 

but e x p r e s s e s i t here i n terms o f v i o l a t i o n of e x p e c t a t i o n . 

We u n d e r s t a n d f rom H e n r y ' s r e s p o n s e i n the s u b s e q u e n t s e n t e n c e 

t h a t t h i s v i o l a t i o n of e x p e c t a t i o n was e x p r e s s e d i n r e s p o n s e 

to H e n r y ' s s t a t e m e n t , and t h a t the u t t e r a n c e had the f o r c e of 

an o b j e c t i o n . The case i n ( c ) , p l a c e d i n c o n t e x t , e s t a b l i s h e s 

the wrong a n t e c e d e n t f o r the but c l a u s e and i s not a case o f 

v i o l a t e d e x p e c t a t i o n s . More i m p o r t a n t l y , i t v o i d s the o b j e c 

t i o n . One m i g h t r e a s o n f rom t h i s t h a t no o b j e c t i o n c o u l d be 

made i n t h e (c ) case because Henry i s too deaf to hear s u c h 

an o b j e c t i o n , r a t h e r t h a n h i s d e a f n e s s b e i n g c o n n e c t e d to 

f l y i n g . In the (c ) c a s e , H e n r y ' s s u b s e q u e n t a c c o u n t o f the 

s h o r t a g e of p i l o t s i s o n l y c o n t i n u e d speech r a t h e r than a 
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r e s p o n s e to the s p e a k e r ' s v o i c e d o b j e c t i o n . The and and so. 

examples here p r e s e n t s i m i l a r cases of v o i d i n g the o b j e c t i o n . 

From t h e s e e x a m p l e s , one can see t h a t a l t h o u g h a 

p a r t i c u l a r c o n j u n c t i o n marker i s a f o r c e showing d e v i c e n e c e s 

s a r y i n p e r f o r m i n g c e r t a i n e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s , c o n j u n c t i o n 

t y p i c a l l y must o p e r a t e under c o n s t r a i n t s t h a t s e r v e to b l o c k 

u n a c c e p t a b l e or f o r c e a l t e r i n g r e o r d e r i n g . Such r e o r d e r i n g 

may s e r v e to v o i d the f o r c e o f some u t t e r a n c e o r a l t e r i t , 

d i r e c t l y a f f e c t i n g the p e r f o r m a t i v e s t r u c t u r e and i n d i r e c t l y 

a f f e c t i n g the a c c e p t a b i l i t y o f the d i s c o u r s e . 

F o r c e I n c o r p o r a t i o n 

Examples (1) t h r o u g h (22) above d e m o n s t r a t e t h a t when 

a s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n d e d f o r c e f o r an u n i n t r o d u c e d u t t e r a n c e i s 

not i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o t h a t u t t e r a n c e w i t h the p r o p e r f o r c e 

showing d e v i c e s or o t h e r w i s e , the consequences a re s e r i o u s . 

The u t t e r a n c e he uses w i l l e i t h e r a f f e c t d i s c o u r s e a c c e p t a b i l i t y 

o r be u n a c c e p t a b l e i t s e l f . A l t h o u g h examples (1) t h r o u g h (18) 

i n v o l v e d s i t u a t i o n s i n w h i c h t h e r e were no e x p l i c i t p e r f o r m a 

t i v e v e r b s or n o m i n a l s p r e s e n t , t h e r e a re d e v i a n c i e s i n the 

same c l a s s o f f o r c e i n c o r p o r a t i o n e r r o r s w h i c h i n v o l v e e x p l i c i t 

p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b s . From the p o i n t o f v i e w o f a t h e o r y t h a t 

seeks to a c c o u n t f o r the v a r i o u s ways i n w h i c h the s p e a k e r 

e d u c a t e s h i s a u d i e n c e c o n c e r n i n g how to t a k e some u t t e r a n c e 

o f h i s , the e x p l i c i t p e r f o r m a t i v e f o r m u l a i s not even t h e most 
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c h a r a c t e r i s t i c means by w h i c h t h i s may be d o n e . The f o r c e 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n t h e s i s t a k e s s u p p o r t f rom the f a c t t h a t the 

s p e a k e r has v a r i o u s means a t h i s d i s p o s a l f o r f o r c e s h o w i n g . 

T h i s s e c t i o n examines t h i s i m p o r t a n t g e n e r a l i z a t i o n , l o o k i n g 

i n p a r t i c u l a r a t bo th the d i f f i c u l t i e s and s t r e n g t h s o f the 

h y p o t h e s i s t h a t the s e v e r a l ways f o r showing f o r c e may each 

be u l t i m a t e l y d e r i v a b l e , a f t e r i n c o r p o r a t i o n , f rom one u n d e r 

l y i n g p e r f o r m a t i v e m a r k e r . 1 1 

G e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , o f the t h r e e t y p e s o f f o r c e u p t a k e 

i d e n t i f i e d i n the p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s , o n l y one i s o f d i r e c t 

r e l e v a n c e to t h i s h y p o t h e s i s : 

a) c a s e s ( l i k e t h o s e o f ( 14 ) a b o v e ) i n w h i c h 
u p t a k e d e p e n d s u n i q u e l y on c o n t e x t ; 

b) c a s e s ( a s i n t h e L a k o f f and G o r d o n d i s c u s s i o n ) 
i n w h i c h s i n c e r i t y c o n d i t i o n s a r e a c c e p t a b l e 
a l t e r n a t i v e s t o t h e e x p l i c i t f o r m s ; 

c ) c a s e s i n w h i c h u p t a k e i s e f f e c t e d by v i r t u e 
o f some e x p l i c i t e l e m e n t i n t h e s u r f a c e 
s t r u c t u r e , w i t h o u t w h i c h t h e u t t e r a n c e w o u l d 
be f o r c e a m b i g u o u s . 

The (a) and (c ) cases are t h o s e o f g r e a t e s t a p p l i c a t i o n h e r e . 

F o r ( b ) , n o t i c e t h a t u p t a k e i s p o s s i b l e due u n i q u e l y to c o n v e r 

s a t i o n a l i m p l i c a t u r e s . S i n c e the l a n g u a g e c o n v e n t i o n s t h e s e 

i n v o l v e are i r r e g u l a r , the cases t h e y c o v e r a re s t r i c t l y 

l i m i t e d . C o n c e r n i n g ( a ) , the f o r c e o f each u t t e r a n c e i n (14) 

above was o n l y s l i g h t l y d i s t i n c t f rom the f o r c e of i t s i m m e d i a t e 

a l t e r n a t i v e s . In f a c t , as C h a p t e r 8 has shown, such s i m i l a r 

a c t i o n s f a l l n a t u r a l l y i n t o g r o u p s , making p r e c i s e f o r c e 
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u p t a k e more d i f f i c u l t as a r e s u l t . T h u s , d i r e c t r e c o u r s e to 

the s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n t i o n s , i n o r d e r to r e l a t e them to the imme

diate c o n t e x t , i s the o n l y adequate means f o r d e c i d i n g f o r c e 

i n such c a s e s . As w e l l , n o t i c e t h a t many o t h e r e x p o s i t o r y 

a c t i o n s f a l l between the c o n d i t i o n s of (a) and ( c ) , f u r t h e r 

l i m i t i n g the a p p l i c a t i o n o f the f o r c e i n c o r p o r a t i o n h y p o t h e s i s . 

For e x a m p l e , the a c t i o n of o b j e c t i n g may be a n n o u n c e d , 

but o n l y s u b j e c t to i r r e g u l a r and c o n t e x t - i m p o s e d c o n s t r a i n t s : 

23) The FMC has s t a t e d t h a t t h e y o n l y make a 
ma rg i naI p r o f i t . 

a I o b j e c t t o t h i s s t a t e m e n t . 
b I o b j e c t t o t h i s a t t e m p t t o m i s l e a d t h e p u b l i c , 
c ? * l o b j e c t t h a t t h e y a r e t r y i n g t o m i s l e a d t h e 

p u b l i c . 
d T h e i r r e m a r k i s e n t i r e l y o b j e c t i o n a b l e , 
e They make w e l l o v e r 5% on t h e i r c a p i t a l 

e x p e n d i t u r e . 
f ? ? l n o b j e c t i o n t o t h i s r e m a r k , I want t o s a y . . . . 
g ? * l o b j e c t t h a t t h e y do no t make a m a r g i n a l p r o f i t , 
h * T h e y do n o t , I o b j e c t , make a m a r g i n a l p r o f i t . 

These e x p l i c i t r e f e r e n c e s to the f o r c e of o b j e c t i n g are s u b j e c t 

to s t r i c t l i m i t a t i o n s on what form they may t a k e n and what 

p r o p o s i t i o n a l o b j e c t s t h e y may appear w i t h . C o n t r a d i c t o r y 

(23g) and p a r e n t h e t i c a l (23h) show t h i s p l a i n l y . T h u s , to 

p o s t u l a t e an u n d e r l y i n g OBJECT p r e d i c a t e f o r the s e n t e n c e s of 

(23) i s to i n v i t e fewer r e g u l a r i t i e s t h a n i r r e g u l a r i t i e s i n t o 

a g e n e r a t i v e t r e a t m e n t o f o b j e c t i n g . O t h e r w i s e , w i t h the 

e x c e p t i o n s of s t a t u s nominal cases l i k e (23a) and ( 2 3 b ) , t h e 

p r o p o s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t o f the a c c e p t a b l e cases i s s u f f i c i e n t 

to e f f e c t the f o r c e o f o b j e c t i n g i n d e p e n d e n t o f s u r f a c e m a r k i n g . 
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C l e a r l y t h e n , the f o r c e i n c o r p o r a t i o n h y p o t h e s i s w i l l be o f 

use o n l y i n such c a s e s as w i l l be f o r c e ambiguous w i t h o u t 

some e x p l i c i t f o r c e showing d e v i c e . To the l a r g e s t e x t e n t , 

t h e s e w i l l be t h o s e a c t i o n s t h a t are a l l o w a b l y announced by 

p a r e n t h e t i c a l s , s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s , e t c . 

Urmson, i n h i s a r t i c l e on p a r e n t h e t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n s , 

i d e n t i f i e s a c e r t a i n c c l a s s o f p a r e n t h e t i c a l and s e n t e n c e 

a d v e r b i a l e x p r e s s i o n s t h a t s e r v e to " i n d i c a t e how to t a k e the 
1 2 

s t a t e m e n t i n r e g a r d to the c o n t e x t . " Urmson o f f e r e d examples 

l i k e admi t t e d l y , c o n s e q u e n t l y , I s h o u l d e x p l a i n , and i n r e p l y 

as t y p i c a l o f the s o r t o f e x p r e s s i o n s the s p e a k e r has a v a i l 

a b l e to him f o r use i n a d v i s i n g h i s a u d i e n c e of the a c t i o n he 

i s u n d e r t a k i n g . Take a case i n w h i c h a s p e a k e r e x p l i c i t l y 

i n f o r m s h i s a u d i e n c e t h a t what he i s s a y i n g i s to be t a k e n 

as an a d m i s s i o n . He m i g h t u t t e r I a d m i t t h a t I f o r g o t t o  

m a i l the l e t t e r , but by the t i m e you gave i t to me I d i d n ' t  

have t i m e to m a i l i t anyway; but he m i g h t as e a s i l y s i g n a l 

t h i s f o r c e w i t h a p a r e n t h e t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n , I f o r g o t , I a d m i t ,  

to m a i l the l e t t e r , but by t h e t i m e . . . , o r w i t h a s e n t e n c e 

a d v e r b i a l , A d m i t t e d l y , I f o r g o t to m a i l the l e t t e r , b u t . . . . 

Of c o u r s e , l u c k i l y , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , c e r t a i n l y , p r o b a b l y , 

p o s s i b l y , e t c . , a r e a l s o t y p i c a l s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s , but do 

not mark f o r c e . R a t h e r , some of t h e s e a r e used to i n d i c a t e 

the a t t i t u d e the s p e a k e r t a k e s toward h i s s t a t e m e n t , and some 

to i n d i c a t e the a t t i t u d e he b e l i e v e s would be a p p r o p r i a t e f o r 
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h i s a u d i e n c e to t a k e as w e l l . F o l l o w i n g Urmson , o t h e r such 

a d v e r b i a l s , o f the p r o b a b l y and p o s s i b l y t y p e , a re used by t h e 

s p e a k e r to show how much " r e l i a b i l i t y " h i s a u d i e n c e s h o u l d 

a s c r i b e to h i s s t a t e m e n t . A p p a r e n t l y , such s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s 

d e r i v e f rom c o n s t r u c t i o n s l i k e " I t i s f o r t u n a t e t h a t . . . . " 

and " I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t . . . ""wwhi iliettheaadve'rbn'a 1 c o n s t r u c 

t i o n o f i n t e r e s t here d e r i v e s f rom a d i f f e r e n t s o u r c e . " * I t 

i s a consequence t h a t " i s c e a r l y d e v i a n t w h i l e the a d v e r b i a l 

c l a u s e c o n s t r u c t i o n , " I t i s a consequence o f x t h a t y " i s 

grammati c a l . 

I t seems to be the case w i t h s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s 

l i k e admi t t e d l y , i n c o n c l u s i o n , a n a l o g o u s l y , r e s u l t a n t l y , e t c . , 

t h a t a l l have an e x p o s i t o r y p e r f o r m a t i v e or nominal t h e y m i g h t 

be d e r i v e d f r o m . For e x a m p l e , compare the s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l 

and p a r e n t h e t i c a l forms o f the f o l l o w i n g e x p o s i t i v e s : 

24) REFER: ref err\ng t o , i n r e f e r e n c e t o , w i t h 
r e f e r e n c e t o , 

25) REFUTE: a_s a_ r e f u t a t i o n , by way o f r e f u t a t i o n , 
i n r e f u t a t i o n . 

26) E X P L A I N : as a_n e x p l a n a t i o n , by way o f exp 1 a n a -
t t i o n, i n e x p 1 a n a t i o n , t o e x p l a i n . 

27) CONCLUDE: a_s a_ cone I us i on , by way o f c one I ud i ng , 
i n c o n e I us i o n , t o c one Iu d e , i n c o n  
c l u s i o n , c o n c l u d i n g w i t h . 

The f o r c e i n c o r p o r a t i o n a p p r o a c h to (23) t h r o u g h (26) wou ld 

a t t e m p t to make the g e n e r a l i z a t i o n t h a t a l l o f the forms are 

d e r i v e d from t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e u n d e r l y i n g p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b s . 
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A s e n t e n c e l i k e " I n r e f e r e n c e to J o h n , be s u r e and keep him 

a w a y , " m i g h t be r e p r e s e n t e d as f o l l o w s : 

28 ' ) 

a r e f e r e n c e t o J o h n now 
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To g e n e r a t e ( 2 8 ) , the grammar w o u l d need a r e w r i t e r u l e l i k e 

S ( S A D V ) + S . Such a r u l e has been p r o p o s e d i n W i l l i a m s 

and i s i n f a c t o n l y a m o d i f i e d v e r s i o n of the K a t z and P o s t a l 
. ' . 14 r e w r i t e s e r i e s : 

S e n t e n c e •+ 
Q + N u c l e u s 

N u c l e u s - A D V s e n t e n c e + Theme 

Theme ^ NP + VP 

As I show i n C h a p t e r s § and 8 , t h e r e a r e m o t i v a t e d 

r e a s o n s f o r p r e f e r r i n g ( 2 8 ' ) o v e r the s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l c o n 

s t r u c t i o n i n (28) p r o p e r . P e r f o r m a t i v e n o m i n a l s do not seem 

to d e r i v e f rom p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b s and i t may be the case t h a t 

( 2 8 ' ) i s the more d e f e n s i b l e of the two c o n s t r u c t i o n s . O t h e r 

w i s e , the t r a n s f o r m s n e c e s s a r y to d e r i v e e i t h e r ( 2 8 ' ) or the 

s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l i n (28) to the s u r f a c e " I n r e f e r e n c e to 

J o h n , " w i l l have to i n c l u d e now d e l e t i o n . The s e n t e n c e 

a d v e r b i a l i n both cases has an a n c i l l a r y f u n c t i o n ; i t works 

as a t e m p o r a l a d v e r b i a l . Such e x p r e s s i o n s as i n e x p l a n a t i o n , 

i n r e f e r e n c e t o , i n c o n c l u s i o n , s i g n a l t h a t the a c t t h a t the 

s p e a k e r u n d e r t a k e s i s b e i n g u n d e r t a k e n i m m e d i a t e l y . Such 

a d v e r b i a l s c o n t r a s t s t r o n g l y w i t h p a r e n t h e t i c a l s l i k e I c o n c l u d e 

(He w i l l n e v e r , I c o n c l u d e , become a chess m a s t e r ) i n t h a t 

the l a t t e r has no such a d v e r b i a l f u n c t i o n and sometimes i s 

used to r e p e a t c o n c l u s i o n s r e a c h e d p r e v i o u s l y . P a r e n t h e t i c a l 
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c o n c l u d e i s not synonymous w i t h f o r c e i n t r o d u c i n g p r e d i c a t e 

c o n c l u d e . 

In f a c t , such a d v e r b i a l s as above a l s o s t a n d i n c o n 

t r a s t w i t h o t h e r a d v e r b i a l s t h a t have a d i s c o u r s e r o l e . The 

s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l i n e x p l a n a t i o n compares f a v o r a b l y w i t h the 

p h r a s a l a d v e r b i a l above i n " t h e b r i e f s k e t c h a b o v e , " where the 

l a t t e r has a l o c a t i v e f u n c t i o n , and w i t h e a r l i e r i n "as i n d i 

c a t e d i n an e a r l i e r example" where e a r l i e r has a p a s t t e n s e 

a d v e r b i a l o f t i m e f u n c t i o n . S e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s f u n c t i o n not 

o n l y as m a r k e r s o f the p a r t i c u l a r f o r c e o f some u t t e r a n c e , 

but a l s o have the d i s c o u r s e f u n c t i o n a t t i m e s of o r i e n t i n g the 

r e a d e r to the t i m e of the a c t i o n . Of c o u r s e , t h a t t h i s s h o u l d 

be so i s o n l y c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the f i r s t p e r s o n , p r e s e n t t e n s e 

c o n d i t i o n s f o r speech a c t i o n i n g e n e r a l . 

Moving f rom t i m e to r e f e r e n c e , n o t i c e i n ( 2 8 ' ) t h a t 

b o t h a d i r e c t and an i n d i r e c t o b j e c t a r e n e c e s s a r y . In e v e r y 

case i n w h i c h the s a y i n g o f s o m e t h i n g i s to u n d e r t a k e an a c t i o n 

i n r e g a r d to s o m e t h i n g e x t e r n a l , bo th o b j e c t s w i l l be n e c e s s a r y . 

( C o n t r a s t the d i f f e r e n c e between I now pronounce you man and  

w i f e and I o b j e c t to y o u r i n s i n u a t i o n where o n l y o b j e c t i n g 

has a p r i o r o b j e c t . ) In the case of e x p l a n a t i o n s , i n e x p l a n a  

t i o n m i g h t s t a n d f o r the i n c o r p o r a t e d form of I EXPLAIN [Q + 

the b u i l d i n g burned d o w n ] , f o r e x a m p l e , where Q + S wou ld be 

the d o u b l e o b j e c t o f E X P L A I N . N o t i c e f o r examples t h a t t h e 

remote s t r u c t u r e f o r the s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l form wou ld have 
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to c o n t a i n I GIVE an example o f IT (IT w o u l d r e f e r to w h a t e v e r 

the i n d i r e c t o b j e c t o f the a c t i o n o f g i v i n g was) where IT 

c o u l d r e f e r to e i t h e r a s e n t e n c e or to a n o u n : ( John i s one  

o f our b r i g h t e s t p r o s p e c t s . As an example o f h i s a b i l i t y ,  

l a s t week he s c o r e d f o u r g o a l s o r I OFFER h i s f o u r g o a l s l a s t  

week as an example of the f a c t t h a t he i s one of our b r i g h t e s t  

p r o s p e c t s ) . In terms of g e n e r a t i v e t h e o r y , the s o r t s o f 

o p e r a t i o n s needed to d e r i v e the a p p r o p r i a t e s u r f a c e s t r u c t u r e s 

f rom t h e s e c o n s t r u c t s a r e a t l e a s t p r o b l e m a t i c . 

A l t h o u g h a g r a m m a t i c a l commonplace , a b s t r a c t p r e d i c a t e 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n i s v e r y p o o r l y u n d e r s t o o d even when i t c o n c e r n s 

o n l y the much d i s c u s s e d n o t i o n of CAUSE. For p e r f o r m a t i v e s , 

as we can see f o r the COMMAND c o n s t r u c t i o n , i n c o r p o r a t i o n i s 

a complex o p e r a t i o n . COMMAND here i s marked by the i m p e r a t i v e 

be s u r e , w h i c h s i g n a l s the a u d i e n c e t h a t the u t t e r a n c e has 

the f o r c e o f a command. T h u s , by p o s t u l a t i n g a p a r t i c u l a r 

s e t o f t r a n s f o r m s t h a t r e s u l t i n an u t t e r a n c e ' s b e i n g e i t h e r 

i n t r o d u c e d by a p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b or marked i n t e r n a l l y f o r 

the f o r c e i n q u e s t i o n , t h e t h e o r y p r e s e r v e s t h e g e n e r a l i z a t i o n 

t h a t such f o r c e showing d e v i c e s p r o v i d e the i n f o r m a t i o n by 

which r e a d e r s c o n v e n t i o n a l l y a s c r i b e f o r c e to an u t t e r a n c e . 

T h i s s e t o f t r a n s f o r m s wou ld a c c o u n t f o r the f a c t t h a t 

a l t h o u g h e v e r y u t t e r a n c e has f o r c e , not e v e r y u t t e r a n c e i s 

i n t r o d u c e d by a p e r f o r m a t i v e v e r b . As w e l l , where p r o p o s i -

t i o n a l c o n t e n t , t o g e t h e r w i t h c o n t e x t , p r o v i d e s s u f f i c i e n t 
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i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the a s c r i p t i o n o f f o r c e , t h e r e wou ld a l s o 

have to be a n u l l t r a n s f o r m . As v e r y l i t t l e work has been 

done on p a r e n t h e t i c a l s or s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s , the s o r t o f 

t r a n s f o r m s n e c e s s a r y f o r the i n c o r p o r a t i o n of the f o r c e t h e y 

c a r r y must r e m a i n s p e c u l a t i v e a t b e s t . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , such a t r c a n s f o r m a t i o n a l a n a l y s i s wou ld 

have to d e t e r m i n e how a remote s t r u c t u r e l i k e (CONCLUDE) John  

i s a p i r a t e c o u l d be d e r i v e d to So_, t h e r e f o r e , t h u s , as a  

c o n s e q u e n c e , ( e t c . ) John i s a p i r a t e . In t h i s case the p e r 

f o r m a t i v e marker i s not b e i n g i n c o r p o r a t e d w i t h i n a s e n t e n c e 

a d v e r b i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n , but f rom the main c l a u s e i n t o a sen= 

t e n c e a d v e r b i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n . To a v o i d t h i s p r o b l e m one 

m i g h t p o s t u l a t e t h a t p e r f o r m a t i v e s s h o u l d a l w a y s be g i v e n 

remote s t r u c t u r e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s as s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s . 

However , i f t h i s were the c a s e , then our r e a s o n f o r r e p r e s e n t 

i n g p e r f o r m a t i v e s i n such a w a y , w h i c h was to a v o i d s e e m i n g l y 

ad hoc t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s , wou ld become s u b o r d i n a t e to the 

worse s i t u a t i o n we would have t r y i n g to d e r i v e p a r e n t h e t i c a l s 

and f o r c e markers l i k e QUESTION from s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s . 

On the o t h e r h a n d , to s i m p l y i n s e r t s e n t e n c e a d v e r 

b i a l s i n t o the l e x i c o n i n to to i s not ah adequate a l t e r n a t i v e . 

I t m i s s e s the g e n e r a l i z a t i o n t h a t s e n t e n c e s l i k e (23a & b) 

a r e i d e n t i c a l i n f o r c e , a l t h o u g h d i f f e r e n t i n b o t h form and 

f u n c t i o n . C o n c e r n i n g (27) and i n r e f e r e n c e t o , the r e p l i e s 

To S e a r l e ' s p o s i t i o n i n Speech A c t s on r e f e r e n c e have shown 
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c o n v i n c i n g l y t h a t s i m p l y r e f e r r i n g to or u s i n g the name o f 

s o m e t h i n g i s not i n i t s e l f a speech a c t i o n . On the o t h e r 

h a n d , to s a y , " I now r e f e r t o , " i n the sense o f a n n o u n c i n g 

some new t o p i c , would q u a l i f y as a speech a c t i o n . As a 

l e x i c a l e n t r y , i n r e f e r e n c e to must show t h a t an a c t u a l r e f e r 

ence to a new t o p i c i s not c r u c i a l to t h i s e x p r e s s i o n ' s b e i n g 

a p p l i e d i n a f o r c e showing way. R a t h e r , i n r e f e r e n c e to a p p l i e s 

i n c o n t e x t s (see (31)) i n w h i c h the t o p i c has some p r i o r i n t r o 

d u c t i o n and i s not "news' i n the sense needed f o r I r e f e r to 

a t a l l . I t i n t r o d u c e s u t t e r a n c e s w i t h f o r c e s i m i l a r to t h a t 

o f EXAMPLES= 

29) J o h n i s a s a i l o r ' s s o n . 
a P e t e , on t h e o t h e r h a n d , i s a s a i l o r ' s son 

as w e l l . 
b ? l n r e f e r e n c e t o P e t e , he i s a l s o a s a i l o r ' s 

s o n . 

30) J o h n has t h r e e s o n s , a l l o f whom a r e s a i l o r s , 
a J o h n h i m s e l f i s a s a i l o r ' s s o n . 
b * l n r e f e r e n c e t o J o h n , he i s a s a i l o r ' s s o n . 

31) Our P a r l i a m e n t i s f i l l e d w i t h men whose 
o r i g i n s we re a n y t h i n g b u t a r i s t o c r a t i c . 
E v e r y o n e knows o f t h e b a c k g r o u n d o f t h e 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r , b u t few r e a l i z e t h a t h i s 
c a s e i s t y p i c a l o f t h e c a b i n e t as w e l l . In  
r e f e r e n c e t o J o h n , he i s a s a i l o r ' s s o n . 

(29) t h r o u g h (31) show t h a t p r o p o s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t 

p l a y s an i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n d e t e r m i n i n g a c c e p t a b i l i t y f o r i n  

r e f e r e n c e to and t h a t such an e x p r e s s i o n may not be i n s e r t e d 

f r e e l y i n t o c o n t e x t bound s p e e c h . One s u s p e c t s a l e x i c a l 

e n t r y t h a t c o n t a i n s the needed i n f o r m a t i o n of a c o n t e x t u a l 

s o r t would be i n o r d i n a t e l y e l a b o r a t e . 
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F u r t h e r m o r e , to s i m p l y l i s t such s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s 

i n the l e x i c o n w o u l d m i s s the g e n e r a l i z a t i o n t h a t t h e y a r e 

r e l a t e d to and f u n c t i o n v e r y much l i k e p a r e n t h e t i c a l e x p r e s 

s i o n s . N o t i c e t h a t the c o n s t r a i n t s on the a p p e a r a n c e of 

such p a r e n t h e t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n s are s i m i l a r to t h o s e on s e n 

t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s . 

32) a J o h n , I r e p e a t , c a n ' t h e a r w e l l , 
b To r e p e a t , J o h n c a n ' t h e a r w e l l , 
c ? J o h n , I r e p l y , c a n ' t h e a r w e l l . 

33) a * A s a r e p l y , J o h n c a n ' t h e a r w e l l . 
b As a r e p l y , I r e p e a t t h a t J o h n c a n ' t h e a r wel I . 
c In r e p l y , I r e p e a t t h a t J o h n c a n ' t h e a r w e l l . 

O t h e r w i s e , examples (32) and (33) show t h a t many 

of the p a r e n t h e t i c a l s , i f t h e y were to be l e x i c a l i z e d , would 

have to be marked f o r p e r s o n , as p e r s o n d e t e r m i n e s w h e t h e r 

such u t t e r a n c e s are to be t a k e n as s p e a k e r ' s p e r f o r m a n c e or 

r e p o r t e d p e r f o r m a n c e . Some s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s are i n the 

t h i r d p e r s o n and a r e r e p o r t i v e , r a t h e r than i d e n t i f y i n g the 

s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n d e d f o r c e . 

I t i s o f t e n o n l y i n the i n f i n i t i v e and p a r t i c i p i a l 

forms t h a t the a d v e r b i a l s and p a r e n t h e t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n s mark 

the f o r c e a s p e a k e r i n t e n d s f o r h i s own u t t e r a n c e . (The 

examples o f to r e p l y below a r e not to be t a k e n i n t h e i r i n  

o r d e r to sense as t h e y do not s e r v e as m a r k e r s o f an a d v e r 

b i a l c l a u s e of p u r p o s e . ) 
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34) a In r e p l y i n g t o y o u , j _ c a n ' o n l y a d m i t t h a t I 
d o n ' t know. 

b To r e p l y t o y o u , a l I j _ can s a y i s t h a t I 
d o n ' t know. 

35) a In r e p l y i n g t o h i m , J o h n a c c i d e n t a l l y 
r e v e a l e d t h e c o d e . 

b * T o r e p l y ( t o h i m ) , J o h n a c c i d e n t a l l y r e v e a l e d 
t h e c o d e . 

c As a r e p l y , M i k e q u o t e d t h e N.Y. T i m e s . 
d By way o f r e p l y , M i k e q u o t e d t h e N.Y. T i m e s . 

36) a In r e s p o n s e , I c an o n l y a d m i t t h a t I was a t 
f a u l t . 

b To r e s p o n d , I s h o u l d say t h a t I am v e r y p l e a s e d . 

37) a ? l n r e spo i r i s ee (I s a y ) , J a c k s e n t h i s a r m y , 
b * T o r e s p o n d ( t o h i m ) , J a c k s e n t t h e wrong 

a m b a s s a d o r . 
c By way o f r e s p o n s e , Hen r y opened f i r e a g a i n . 

I f s e n t e n c e a d v e r b i a l s were to be h a n d l e d t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l l y , 

the t r a n s f o r m s would have to be s e n s i t i v e to t h e p e r s o n i n d i 

c a t e d i n the main c l a u s e , so as not to t r a n s f o r m to the i n f i n i 

t i v e i n the case of t h i r d p e r s o n . 

From t h i s d i s c u s s i o n , two c o n c l u s i o n s emerge. F i r s t , 

the n o t i o n of " f o r c e i n c o r p o r a t i o n " p r e s e r v e s s e v e r a l i m p o r t a n t 

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s f o r the grammar. F o r c e showing d e v i c e s and 

the f o r c e i n c o r p o r a t i n g h y p o t h e s i s a re i m p o r t a n t to any t h e o r y 

s e e k i n g to a c c o u n t f o r the f a c t t h a t we are a b l e to a s c r i b e 

e x p o s i t o r y f o r c e f o r u t t e r a n c e s w i t h o u t r e l y i n g c o m p l e t e l y on 

c o n t e x t . S e c o n d , h o w e v e r , a s e n t e n c e a c c o u n t o f f o r c e f a c e s 

s e r i o u s d i f f i c u l t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n terms o f a d e q u a c y , ad  

ho-e t r a n s f o r m s , and i n i t s i n a b i l i t y to a c c o u n t f o r r e a d e r ' s 

a s c r i p t i o n of i l l o c u t i o n a r y s t a t u s . 
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The I n d i r e c t F o r c e C o u n t e r - C a s e 

E a r l y i n the f i f t h s e c t i o n , I d i s t i n g u i s h e d between 

cases i n w h i c h u p t a k e depends on c o n t e x t , c a s e s i n w h i c h s i n 

c e r i t y c o n d i t i o n s a r e s u f f i c i e n t f o r u p t a k e , and cases i n 

w h i c h t h e r e a r e f o r c e showing d e v i c e s . The d i s c u s s i o n imme

d i a t e l y above has i n d i c a t e d t h a t the " f o r c e i n c o r p o r a t i o n " 

h y p o t h e s i s d e a l s o n l y w i t h the l a s t of t h e s e t h r e e c a s e s . 

T h i s l i m i t a t i o n a l o n e d i s q u a l i f i e s i t as a s e r i o u s a l t e r n a t i v e 

to a d i s c o u r s e t h e o r y w h i c h u t i l i z e s the f o r c e o f p r e v i o u s 

u t t e r a n c e s i n u p t a k e . There a r e , h o w e v e r , two s e n t e n c e gram

m a t i c a l a p p r o a c h e s w h i c h t a k e cases of the second c l a s s a b o v e , 

or cases o f i n d i r e c t a c t i o n , and t h e s e a p p r o a c h e s s h o u l d be 

c o n s i d e r e d as a l t e r n a t i v e s and p o s s i b l e c o u n t e r - a c c o u n t s i n 

t h e i r own r i g h t . 

The f i r s t o f t h e s e i s a t r a n s d e r i v a t i o n a l a c c o u n t , 
1 5 

p r o p o s e d by Gordon and L a k o f f . To a c c o u n t f o r u p t a k e of 

i n d i r e c t f o r c e , they d i s t i n g u i s h f o r m a l l y between the remote 

s t r u c t u r e of the u t t e r a n c e a c t u a l l y u s e d , and the remote 

s t r u c t u r e w h i c h r e p r e s e n t s the i n t e n d e d f o r c e . L a (o r the 

" s u r f a c e " f o r c e ) i s c o n s i d e r e d to c o n v e r s a t i o n a l l y e n t a i l L*5 

(or the " i n d i r e c t " f o r c e ) and the t r a n s d e r i v a t i o n a l r u l e 

r e l a t i n g the two i s to be u n d e r s t o o d as an i n t e r p r e t a t i v e 

r u l e o p e r a t i n g a t the remote l e v e l . In s h o r t , t h e y p r o p o s e 

t h a t c o n d i t i o n s on L b , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e r i t y c o n d i t i o n s , may 
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be e x p r e s s e d i n remote s t r u c t u r e as L a . O f t e n , e x p r e s s i n g 

what i s a s i n c e r i t y c o n d i t i o n f o r a g i v e n a c t i s t o p e r f o r m 

t h a t a c t i t s e l f . 

The second a p p r o a c h i s t a k e n by J . H e r i n g e r and i n 

t h i s schema one and o n l y one d e r i v a t i o n i s i n v o l v e d . ( H e r i n g e r 

c o r r e c t l y p o i n t s out w i t h r e g a r d to t h e Gordon and L a k o f f 

p r o p o s a l t h a t i t i s hard to see why " t h e d e r i v a t i o n of L b , 

the i n d i r e c t a c t , i s r e l e v a n t to the d e r i v a t i o n of L a , the 
1 c 

l i t e r a l a c t . " ) To a c c o u n t fibrrindirect a c t i o n s and t h e i r 

r e l a t i o n to s i m p l e a s s e r t i o n s and q u e s t i o n s , he w o u l d map the 

a p p r o p r i a t e f e l i c i t y or " i n t r i n s i c " c o n d i t i o n on the remote 

s t r u c t u r e of what o t h e r w i s e would be an a s s e r t i o n or a q u e s t i o n . 

For i n s t a n c e , such mappings c o u l d e x p l a i n how at some r e l a 

t i v e l y e a r l y s t a g e i n t h e i r d e r i v a t i o n commands and r e q u e s t s 

become q u e s t i o n s . 1 7 

A l t h o u g h t h e s e a p p r o a c h e s are c l e a r l y s i m i l a r , they 

p r e s e r v e d i f f e r e n t but e q u a l l y i m p o r t a n t g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s w i t h 

r e g a r d to o b l i q u e f o r c e . S i n c e r i t y c o n d i t i o n s o f t e n may c o u n t 

as o b l i q u e forms f o r g i v e n a c t s , and l a n g u a g e u s e r s do p r o c e s s 

i n d i r e c t a c t s i n terms o f b o t h the i n d i r e c t a c t and i t s l i t e r a l 

c o r r e s p o n d e n t . Whether t h e s e s e n t e n c e grammar a p p r o a c h e s c o n 

s t i t u t e an a d e q u a t e , and n e c e s s a r i l y more s i m p l i f i e d and 

e l e g a n t , a c c o u n t of d i s c o u r s e f o r c e u p t a k e r e m a i n s to be s e e n , 

h o w e v e r . Both a p p r o a c h e s e n t e r t a i n the s p e a k e r ' s p o i n t o f 

v i e w o r p e r s p e c t i v e , r a t h e r t h a n t h a t o f the r e a d e r . A n d , 
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more i m p o r t a n t l y , t h e s e a p p r o a c h e s do not meet the r e q u i r e 

ments o f e x p o s i t o r y a c t s , and were d e s i g n e d w i t h r e q u e s t s , 

q u e s t i o n s , and p r o m i s e s i n m i n d . As H e r i n g e r has shown, many 

a c t s s h a r e i d e n t i c a l f e l i c i t y c o n d i t i o n s , meaning t h a t the 

mere usage of a f e l i c i t y c o n d i t i o n - ; can i n no way g u a r a n t e e 

the u p t a k e of a p a r t i c u l a r a c t i o n . S i m p l y a s s e r t i n g f e l i c i t y 

or i n t r i n s i c c o n d i t i o n s f o r e x p o s i t o r y a c t s w i l l not be s u f 

f i c i e n t f o r t h e i r s u c c e s s : w i t n e s s the s t r a n g e n e s s of 

? * I b e l i e v e t h a t you are a b l e to see the d i s t i n c t i o n between  

x and y when o n l y the d i s t i n c t i o n i t s e l f needs to be made. 

C o n t i n u i n g w i t h the a c t o f making a d i s t i n c t i o n , a 

common a c t i n d i s c o u r s e , n o t i c e t h a t one f e l i c i t y c o n d i t i o n 

o f s u c h a c t s i s t h a t the s p e a k e r b e l i e v e s t h a t t h e d i s t i n c t i o n 

needs to be made. E x p r e s s i n g t h i s f e l i c i t y c o n d i t i o n w i l l 

o f t e n s e r v e to make the d i s t i n c t i o n : A d i s t i n c t i o n needs to  

be made between xyand y . However , i n c o n t e x t , d i s t i n c t i o n s 

u s u a l l y f o l l o w as s o l u t i o n s to problems ( C a r n a p ' s d i s t i n c t i o n s  

a r e f o r m a l ways o f p o s t u l a t i n g away p r o b l e m s ) and- may have 

such f o r c e a s c r i b e d to t h e m , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f p r e d i c a t e s o f 

n e c e s s i t y a re a d j o i n e d to them as a b o v e . N o t i c e as w e l l 

t h a t the f i r s t s e n t e n c e of t h i s s e c t i o n r e f e r s back to a d i s 

t i n c t i o n made e a r l i e r , and i n r e f e r r i n g back makes the d i s 

t i n c t i o n anew f o r r e a d e r s who have f o r g o t t e n i t . C o r r e s p o n d 

i n g l y i t m e r e l y s e r v e s as a r e m i n d e r t o t h o s e r e a d e r s who had 

not f o r g o t t e n i t . E i t h e r f o r c e a s c r i p t i o n i s c o r r e c t , 
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d e p e n d i n g on the memory o f the r e a d e r . T h e r e f o r e , a g r a m m a t i c a l 

a c c o u n t o f u p t a k e s h o u l d and must b e g i n where u p t a k e a c t u a l l y 

t a k e s p l a c e : w i t h the r e a d e r and h i s s p e c i a l p r o b l e m s . 

In (38) b e l o w , no f e l i c i t y o r s i n c e r i t y c o n d i t i o n i s 

made f o r the second s e n t e n c e , and i t i s not o t h e r w i s e i d e n 

t i f i e d f o r f o r c e ( a l t h o u g h i t c o u l d b e ) . N e v e r t h e l e s s , due 

to c o n t e x t , an a u d i e n c e may e x p e r i e n c e no d i f f i c u l t y i n d e t e r 

m i n i n g t h a t the second s e n t e n c e e n u n c i a t e s o r b r i n g s i n t o 

d e f i n i t i o n an e lement o f the f i r s t s e n t e n c e : 

38.) R e c i p r o c i t y c an be p o s i t i v e or n e g a t i v e . In 
r e c i p r o c i t y , e a c h may make h i m s e l f a v e h i c l e 
o f t h e o t h e r ' s p r o j e c t , so t h a t t h e o t h e r w i l l 
make h i m s e l f a v e h i c l e o f o n e ' s own . 

In such c a s e s , where no f o r c e i n d i c a t i o n o r f o r c e showing 

d e v i c e i s a v a i l a b l e and where no i n t r i n s i c c o n d i t i o n i s u t i l i z e d , 

t h e r e seems to be no r e s o r t f o r u p t a k e e x c e p t to c o n t e x t . 

E x a m p l e s , as i n ( 3 9 ) , p r o v i d e a n o t h e r c a s e : 

39) Among m e t a p h o r s some i n v o l v e t r a n s f e r o f a 
schema b e t w e e n d i s j o i n t r e a I m s . In p e r s o n 
i f i c a t i o n , l a b e l s a r e t r a n s f e r r e d f r o m p e r s o n s 
t o t h i n g s ; i n s y n e c d o c h e , b e t w e e n a r e a l m o f 
w h o l e s o r c l a s s e s and a r e a l m o f t h e i r p r o p e r 
p a r t s o r s u b c l a s s e s . 

( N e l s o n Goodman, L a n g u a g e s 
o f A r t , 1968) 

Here the second s e n t e n c e o f f e r s two examples of the c l a i m made 

i n the f i r s t s e n t e n c e , y e t no i n t r i n s i c c o n d i t i o n s or f o r c e 

showing d e v i c e s a re a v a i l a b l e f o r t h i s j u d g e m e n t . 
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The f o r c e i n c o r p o r a t i o n and f e l i c i t y c o n d i t i o n 

a p p r o a c h e s a r e i n a d e q u a t e to d e s c r i b e the prob lems r e a d e r s 

t y p i c a l l y f a c e i n a s s i g n i n g f o r c e to u t t e r a n c e s i n c o n t e x t . 

They c a n n o t be t a k e n t h e n , as c o u n t e r - a c c o u n t s ; r a t h e r , s i n c e 

t h e y do d e s c r i b e c e r t a i n u p t a k e phenomena, they s h o u l d be seen 

as complementary a c c o u n t s . 
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CONCLUSION 

In e a r l y g e n e r a t i v e grammar, g r a m m a t i c a l judgements 

were based on a s p e a k e r ' s i n t u i t i o n s about the s y n t a c t i c 

s t r u c t u r e of h i s l a n g u a g e . These i n t u i t i o n s were based i n 

t u r n on how w e l l a s p e a k e r had i n t e r n a l i z e d the p o s s i b l e c o n 

s t r u c t i o n s i n h i s l a n g u a g e f o r c o d i n g p r o p o s i t i o n s . S i n c e 

s y n t a x i s one of the more c o n v e n t i o n - b o u n d and f o r m a l d e t e r 

m i n a t e s o f l a n g u a g e , u n g r a m m a t i c a l s y n t a x i s r e l a t i v e l y easy 

to r e c o g n i z e . In f a c t , i n t u i t i o n s l i k e t h e s e a r e d e v e l o p e d 

t h r o u g h o p e r a n t c o n d i t i o n i n g , and t h e r e a re few i n t e r v e n i n g 

v a r i a b l e s even from d i a l e c t i c a l usage to c o n s i d e r i n d e c i d i n g 

g r a m m a t i c a l i t y based on such i n t u i t i o n s . H e r e , h o w e v e r , 

m a t e r i a l has been p r e s e n t e d to i n d i c a t e t h a t a l a n g u a g e u s e r ' s 

judgements about d i s c o u r s e a r e e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y c o m p l i c a t e d . 

Such judgements are made r e l a t i v e to many i n t e r v e n i n g v a r i 

a b l e s , and a d i s c o u r s e may be u n a c c e p t a b l e i n e x a c t l y the 

number o f ways t h e s e v a r i a b l e s come t o g e t h e r i n t e x t s . 

C o n c e r n i n g the h y p o t h e s e s examined h e r e i n : 

a) C o n j u n c t i o n r e l a t i o n s may be ma rked by f o r c e -
s h o w i n g d e v i c e s and a r e d e p e n d e n t on t h e p e r 
f o r m a t i v e s t r u c t u r e o f d i s c o u r s e ; 
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b) A c o n j u n c t i o n g rammar b a s e d on s e m a n t i c r e l a 
t i o n s b e t w e e n s u c c e s s i v e s e n t e n c e s i n d i s c o u r s e , 
and s e n s i t i v e t o c o n t e x t , w i l l a c c o u n t f o r mos t 
w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s d e c i s i o n s b e t w e e n u t t e r a n c e s i n 
a d i s c o u r s e ; 

c ) D i s c o u r s e p e r f o r m a t i v e s t r u c t u r e , o r t h e s t r u c 
t u r i n g and o r d e r i n g o f e x p o s i t o r y a c t i o n s i n 
d i s c o u r s e , i s c o m p l e x , w i t h c e r t a i n a c t i i i o n s 
a c t i n g as p r e p a r a t o r y and e s s e n t i a l c o n d i t i o n s 
f o r o t h e r a c t i o n s ; 

each r e f e r s to a l e v e l o f speech b e h a v i o r not o n l y complex i n 

i t s own r i g h t , but i n t e g r a l l y r e l a t e d to o t h e r t y p e s of speech 

b e h a v i o r . F u r t h e r c o m p l i c a t i n g an a l r e a d y c o m p l i c a t e d l a n g u a g e 

phenomenon, t h i s s t u d y t r i e d to v i e w d i s c o u r s e f rom the p o i n t o f 

v i e w of the l a n g u a g e r e c e i v e r r a t h e r than the l a n g u a g e p r o d u c e r . 

On t h e o r e t i c a l g r o u n d s , the m o t i v a t i o n seems g r e a t e r , g i v e n 

t h a t the o b j e c t i s to d e s c r i b e what a l a n g u a g e u s e r must t a k e 

i n t o a c c o u n t i n d e c i d i n g w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s f o r a d i s c o u r s e , to 

examine the ways a d i s c o u r s e may f a i l an a u d i e n c e r a t h e r than 

the ways i t may f a i l a s p e a k e r ' s i n t e n t i o n s . Many u t t e r a n c e s 

have c o n s i d e r a b l e i l l o c u t i o n a r y p o t e n t i a l a s i d e f rom w h a t e v e r 

f o r c e t h e i r p r o d u c e r i n t e n d e d f o r them. T h u s , f o r r e a s o n s 

of m e t h o d , the i l l o c u t i o n a r y s t a t u s of an u t t e r a n c e i n c o n t e x t 

was more i m p o r t a n t f o r d e c i s i o n s of w e l l - f o r m e d n e s s than the 

i l l o c u t i o n a r y i n t e n t i o n s of a s p e a k e r . 

As w e l l , as i n d i c a t e d i n C h a p t e r 6, a s p e a k e r may 

say t o o much o r too l i t t l e , a l l or any o f w h i c h he c l e a r l y 

i n t e n d s , and p r o d u c e an u n a c c e p t a b l e d i s c o u r s e . F u r t h e r , 

a l t h o u g h the terms o p t i o n a l and o b i i g a t o r y were used h e r e i n , 



t h e y were g i v e n a s p e c i a l s e n s e , c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the n o t i o n 

of a c c e p t a b i l i t y . In s y n t a c t i c a l phenomena, o m i t t i n g an 

o b l i g a t o r y e l e m e n t r e s u l t s i n u n i n t e l 1 i g i b i 1 i t y ; i n s e m a n t i c 

s i t u a t i o n s t h i s i s not a l w a y s the c a s e . O p t i o n a l and o b l i g a  

t o r y are t a k e n as o b l i g a t o r y to be a c c e p t a b l e and o p t i o n a l  

f o r a c c e p t a b i l i t y r a t h e r t h a n o b l i g a t o r y t o be g r a m m a t i c a l , 

and so o n . T h i s s p e c i a l sense meant t h a t f o r m a l i z a t i o n a l o n g 

g e n e r a t i v e l i n e s : 

e . g . DISCOURSE + 

Argument 

(Argument) 
(De s c r i p t i on ) 
( D i s c u s s i o n ) 
e t c . 

[ c l a i m ] 
[ e v i d e n t i a l u t t e r a n c e s ] 
( c o u n t e r - a r g u m e n t s , e t c . ) 
[ c o n c l u s i o m ] 
e t c . 

i s s i m p l y i n a p p r o p r i a t e , a l t h o u g h p o s s i b l e . 

A g e n e r a t i v e t r e a t m e n t o f l a n g u a g e phenomena as 

d i v e r s e as p r e p a r a t o r y and e s s e n t i a l c o n d i t i o n s f o r speech 

a c t i o n , r e l e v a n c e c r i t e r i a f o r u t t e r a n c e s i n c o n t e x t , e x p o s i 

t o r y n o m i n a l r e f e r e n c e , and the o t h e r c o n d i t i o n s , c o n s t r a i n t s , 

e t c . , t h a t o c c u r i n the p r o d u c t i o n o f d i s c o u r s e i s beyond the 

p r e s e n t scope of what i s t a k e n to be " g e n e r a t i v e . " W e l l -

f o r m e d n e s s of d i s c o u r s e does depend on m e e t i n g c o n d i t i o n s 

l i k e t h o s e a b o v e , and g e n e r a t i v e models a re models w h i c h show 

dependency r e l a t i o n s , but most such c o n d i t i o n s as t h o s e above 

a r e c o n t e x t u a l or e n v i r o n m e n t a l r a t h e r t h a n i n t e r n a l . 
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On the w h o l e , t h e r e a r e many s y n t a c t i c c l a i m s and 

a n a l y s e s w h i c h would bear r e - e x a m i n a t i o n i n the l i g h t o f 

d i s c o u r s e r e q u i r e m e n t s . S e v e r a l such c l a i m s , l i k e t h o s e f o r 

s i m i l a r i t y c o n s t r u c t i o n s and r e a s o n a d v e r b i a l s , were r e v i s e d 

a c c o r d i n g to d i s c o u r s e and c o n t e x t u a l n e e d s , but c l e a r l y , 

any number of o t h e r s would b e n e f i t f rom a s i m i l a r r e a n a l y s i s . 

A l s o , many of what a re t a k e n to be h i g h e r p r e d i c a t e s , l i k e 

n e g , c a u s e , a s p e c t m a r k e r s , and m o d a l s , have the a d d i t i o n a l 

r o l e o f f o r c e showing d e v i c e s . A s t u d y w h i c h l o o k e d c l o s e l y 

a t the p r o p o s i t i o n a l c o n t e n t r e q u i r e m e n t s o f a c t i o n s w h i c h 

use such h i g h e r p r e d i c a t e s c o u l d do much to c o n f i r m or r e f u t e 

the h i g h e r p r e d i c a t e a n a l y s i s . John f r i g h t e n e d the monkey, 

w h i c h i s t a k e n to have the h i g h e r p r e d i c a t e i n t e n d i n i t s 

u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e , can have the p e r l o c u t i o n a r y f o r c e o f a 

c h a r g e . John c a u s e d the monkey to be a f r a i d i s a c l a i m w h i c h 

t a k e s no p o s i t i o n on w h e t h e r John i n t e n d e d to f r i g h t e n the 

monkey o r d i d so a c c i d e n t a l l y . I t c o u l d have the p e r l o c u -

t i o n a r y f o r c e o f a c h a r g e o r a c c u s a t i o n o n l y i n a c o n t e x t i n 

w h i c h t h i s f o r c e was s p e c i f i e d . In such a c a s e , a l t h o u g h no 

p r e d i c a t e o f i n t e n t i o n a p p e a r s i n the s u r f a c e s t r u c t u r e of 

e i t h e r u t t e r a n c e , the f a c t t h a t they have d i s t i n c t p e r l o c u -

t i o n a r y p o t e n t i a l i n d i c a t e s s t r o n g l y t h a t i n t e n d s h o u l d be 

p a r t o f the s t r u c t u r a l d e s c r i p t i o n of John f r i g h t e n e d the  

monkey. On the same g r o u n d s , the c a u s a l form o f t h i s s e n t e n c e 

m i g h t be r e j e c t e d as an u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e f o r John 
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f r i g h t e n e d the monkey. C a u s a l i t y i s not a t i s s u e f o r c h a r g i n g 

or a c c u s i n g h e r e . Oh the o t h e r h a n d , s i n c e c a u s a l s a re h y p o 

t h e t i c a l i n the sense t h a t they a r e not f a c t i v e , John caused  

t h e monkey to be a f r a i d c o u l d have the i l l o c u t i o n a r y f o r c e 

p o t e n t i a l of a c l a i m , whereas John f r i g h t e n e d the monkey would 

be a r e p o r t . 

C e r t a i n l y t h e r e a re many i n t e r e s t i n g t o p i c s and 

s u b j e c t s not c o v e r e d i n the p r e s e n t s t u d y , but a t l e a s t many 

problems have been d e f i n e d and the r o l e o f p e r f o r m a t i v e s t r u c 

t u r e i n t h e l a n g u a g e u s e r ' s judgements about d i s c o u r s e a c c e p t 

a b i l i t y has been d e m o n s t r a t e d . I t has a l s o d e m o n s t r a t e d many 

a b i l i t i e s of a l a n g u a g e u s e r w h i c h s e r v e t o r e c o n s t r u c t 

a n a p h o r i z e d m a t e r i a l f rom c o n t e x t . And f i n a l l y , i t has shown 

t h a t r e l a t i o n s do e x i s t between d i s c o u r s e p e r f o r m a n c e and 

u t t e r a n c e s u r f a c e s t r u c t u r e , and between i n d i v i d u a l u t t e r a n c e s 

and the i l l o c u t i o n a r y s t a t u s o f g r o u p s of u t t e r a n c e s i n 

d i s c o u r s e . 
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