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ABSTRACT 

The t h e s i s e x a m i n e s t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f p o p u l a r 

l e i s u r e i n m i d - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y E n g l a n d , w i t h s p e c i a l 

r e f e r e n c e t o t h e v a r i o u s schemes o f ' r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n ' 

w h e r e b y s o c i a l r e f o r m e r s a t t e m p t e d t o c o n t r o l t h e c o n t e n t 

and d i r e c t i o n o f c u l t u r a l c h a n g e . The movement a i m e d t o 

i m p r o v e t h e c o n d u c t o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s l e i s u r e i n s u c h a 

way a s t o p r o m o t e m o r a l p r o g r e s s a n d c l a s s r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . 

T h r o u g h t h e p h i l a n t h r o p i c - p r o v i s i o n o f new r e c r e a t i o n a l 

a m e n i t i e s a n d t h e f r a t e r n a l e n c o u r a g e m e n t o f m i d d l e - c l a s s 

s u p e r i n t e n d a n t s , t h e w o r k e r s w e r e t o be i m m u n i s e d a g a i n s t 

t h e c o r r u p t i o n s o f t h e i r own c u l t u r e and i n s t r u c t e d i n t h e 

s o c i a l v a l u e s a n d d i s c i p l i n e s o f t h e i r b e t t e r s . 

A f t e r g i v i n g a c c o u n t o f t h e s t a t e o f p o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n s a n d t h e g e n e s i s o f t h e r e f o r m d e s i g n i n t h e 

1830s a n d - ' 4 0 s , t h e t h e s i s e x a m i n e s t h e d e v e l o p i n g c o n c e p t 

and p e r f o r m a n c e o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n i n t h e c o n t e x t o f 

t h e r a p i d l y e x p a n d i n g new l e i s u r e w o r l d w h i c h o v e r t o o k 

V i c t o r i a n s o c i e t y f r o m t h e m i d - c e n t u r y o n . F o l l o w i n g a 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e c h a n g i n g p r a c t i c e a n d r a t i o n a l e o f 

l e i s u r e among t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s a n d t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r 

i 



s o c i a l r e f o r m , t h e t h e s i s l o o k s a t t h e i n c r e a s i n g a c t i v i t y 

a n d d e b a t e i n r e f o r m c i r c l e s i n t h e s e y e a r s , and e x a m i n e s 

t h e i n f l u e n c e o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n on w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

c u l t u r e i n t h r e e s p e c i f i c a r e a s : t h e r e f o r m e x p e r i m e n t o f 

t h e W o r k i n g Men's C l u b movement; t h e p r o m o t i o n o f o r g a n i s e d 

games and t h e new a t h l e t i c i s m ; and t h e e m e r g e n t mass e n t e r t a i n 

ment i n d u s t r y o f t h e m u s i c h a l l s . The s t u d y i s b a s e d on 

e x t e n s i v e r e a d i n g i n c o n t e m p o r a r y p e r i o d i c a l s , t h e s p e c i a l i s t 

p r e s s , g o v e r n m e n t r e p o r t s a n d s o c i a l c o m m e n t a r i e s on w o r k i n g -

c l a s s l i f e , and d r a w s on l o c a l e v i d e n c e f r o m B o l t o n , 

L a n c a s h i r e . 

R a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n e n j o y e d some s u c c e s s , b u t 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s l e i s u r e r e t a i n e d a s t r o n g c l a s s i d e n t i t y a n d 

r e s i s t e d any c o m p r e h e n s i v e c o n v e r s i o n t o t h e b o u r g e o i s v a l u e 

s y s t e m . W h i l e r e c o g n i s i n g t h a t p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n s 

i n c r e a s i n g l y c o n f o r m e d t o t h e p a t t e r n s r e q u i r e d b y a 

m a t u r i n g u r b a n i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y , t h e t h e s i s c o n c l u d e s t h a t 

s u c h a d j u s t m e n t s owed more t o an i n t e r n a l p r o c e s s o f 

l a r g e l y a utonomous a d a p t a t i o n and g r o w t h i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

c u l t u r e t h a n t o t h e d i r e c t i n f l u e n c e o f r e f o r m e r s who w e r e , 

i n any c a s e , i l l - e q u i p p e d t o o v e r c o m e t h e s o c i a l d i s t a n c e 

b e t w e e n t h e c l a s s e s w h i c h r e m a i n e d a p r o n o u n c e d f e a t u r e o f 

E n g l i s h l e i s u r e . 
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INTRODUCTION 

S o c i a l h i s t o r y i s no l o n g e r t h e r e s i d u a l c a t e g o r y t h a t 

G. M. T r e v e l y a n o n c e i d e n t i f i e d . I t now a s p i r e s t o subsume 

a l l o t h e r b r a n c h e s of- t h e d i s c i p l i n e i n r e a c h i n g t o w a r d s a 

t o t a l i t y — t h e h i s t o r y o f s o c i e t y . " ' " F u l f i l m e n t o f t h e g r a n d 

d e s i g n w a i t s , h o w e v e r , u p o n an i m p r o v e d k n o w l e d g e o f c e r t a i n 

n e g l e c t e d a r e a s , among w h i c h s t a n d s t h e s t u d y o f c u l t u r e , 

t a k e n i n t h e a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ' s s e n s e a s t h e c o m p l e x o f v a l u e s , 

a t t i t u d e s a n d p r a c t i c e s t o w h i c h a s o c i e t y o r i t s c o n s t i t u e n t 

s u b - g r o u p s h a b i t u a l l y c o n f o r m . A t t e n t i o n t o t h i s a r e a i n t h e 

h i s t o r y o f n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y B r i t i s h s o c i e t y h a s g i v e n a new 

i m p e t u s a n d d i r e c t i o n t o t h e w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d s t u d y o f l a b o u r 

h i s t o r y a n d p o p u l a r movements; r e s e a r c h i s m o v i n g b e y o n d t h e 

f i e l d o f p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i s a t i o n and e c o n o m i c c i r c u m s t a n c e t o 

t h e c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f o t h e r phenomena w h i c h s h a p e d s o c i a l 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s a n d g a v e s u b s t a n c e and m e a n i n g t o t h e l i f e o f 

t h e common man. I n t h i s w o r k o f r e c o n s t r u c t i n g p o p u l a r o r 

w o r k i n g c l a s s c u l t u r e , t h e s t u d y o f r e c r e a t i o n p r o m i s e s t o be 

o f m a j o r i m p o r t a n c e . 

L e i s u r e t i m e and i t s a c t i v i t i e s — " . . . t h e way man 
2 

e n j o y s h i m s e l f and t h e way h i s e n j o y m e n t s a r e e x p l o i t e d " — 

w e r e u n t i l r e c e n t l y p o o r l y s e r v e d b y h i s t o r i a n s . F r om l a b o u r 
1 
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h i s t o r y , f o r e x a m p l e , one c o u l d l e a r n a g r e a t d e a l a b o u t b r e a d 

b u t l i t t l e o f c i r c u s e s . The s u b j e c t was g e n e r a l l y l e f t t o t h e 

a m a t e u r , whose e n t h u s i a s m a n d i n d u s t r y was r a r e l y m a t c h e d b y 

any g r e a t c o n c e r n f o r h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e o r s o c i a l 

c o n t e x t . W i t h i n t h e l a s t d e c a d e , h o w e v e r , t h e i n c r e a s i n g 

r a n g e a n d c o n f i d e n c e o f t h e modern s o c i a l h i s t o r i a n h a s 

b r o u g h t s e v e r a l a s p e c t s o f n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y p o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n u n d e r s c h o l a r l y e x a m i n a t i o n . The b e s t o f t h i s w o r k 

i s a t p a i n s t o l o c a t e p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n w i t h i n i t s p a r e n t 

c u l t u r e , t o a s s e s s i t s r o l e i n c l a s s r e l a t i o n s h i p s a n d t o 

r e l a t e c h a n g e s i n i t s c o n d u c t a nd o c c a s i o n t o b r o a d e r p a t t e r n s 
3 

o f s o c i a l c h a n g e . Thus some k i n d o f i n t e l l i g i b l e a n d 

c o h e r e n t map o f t h e f i e l d i s e m e r g i n g . 

I t i s o b v i o u s f r o m e a r l y r e c o n n a i s s a n c e t h a t t h e m i d -

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y saw g r e a t c h a n g e s i n p o p u l a r l e i s u r e 

p a t t e r n s i n B r i t a i n a s p a r t o f a f u n d a m e n t a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 

i n t h e c u l t u r e o f a n i n d u s t r i a l w o r k i n g c l a s s . A c c o r d i n g t o 

A s a B r i g g s a n d E. J . Hobsbawm t h e 1 8 3 0 s and '40s w e r e t h e 

'Dark Age' o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s c u l t u r e (a p h r a s e w h i c h e c h o e s 

t h e d i a g n o s i s o f t h e H a m m o n d s — h o n o u r a b l e e x c e p t i o n s t o t h e 
4 

r u l e o f p r e v i o u s s c h o l a r l y n e g l e c t ) . I n t h e s e d e c a d e s a n 

o l d e r , t r a d i t i o n a l w o r k i n g - c l a s s c u l t u r e b r o k e u p , l e a v i n g 

a m i d i t s w r e c k a g e many o f t h e p e o p l e ' s t r a d i t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n s . 

A n o t h e r c u l t u r e , b e t t e r a d a p t e d t o t h e m i l i e u o f a m a t u r e 

u r b a n i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y , f o r m e d , a n d i n t h e l a s t q u a r t e r o f 
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t h e c e n t u r y t h e B r i t i s h w o r k i n g c l a s s w e r e s e t t l e d i n t o a new 

way o f l i f e w h i c h h a s i n t u r n come t o be v i e w e d a s 

' t r a d i t i o n a l 1 . P r o m i n e n t among t h e f e a t u r e s o f t h i s new 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s w o r l d w e r e i t s r e c r e a t i o n s : m u s i c h a l l s , b r a s s 

b a n d s , a s s o c i a t i o n f o o t b a l l , f i s h a n d c h i p s , s e a s i d e h o l i d a y s 

and t h e l i k e . S u c h f a m i l i a r p a r a p h e r n a l i a w e r e , by t h e 1 8 8 0 s , 

w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d a s t h e a u t h e n t i c f u r n i s h i n g s o f t h e w o r k i n g 
5 

man's f r e e t i m e . The p r e s e n t s t u d y i s s e t w i t h i n t h e 

f r a m e w o r k o f t h e s e f i f t y y e a r s o r so o f s o c i a l a n d c u l t u r a l 

c h a n g e . 

The p u r p o s e o f t h i s t h e s i s i s t o e x a m i n e t h e a t t e m p t s 

o f s o c i a l r e f o r m e r s t o d i r e c t t h e c o u r s e o f t h i s c h a n g e 

t h r o u g h t h e r e f o r m o f p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n . The c a m p a i g n f o r 

i m p r o v e d r e c r e a t i o n — r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n — w a s a p i e c e m e a l 

o p e r a t i o n w h i c h f o r m e d p a r t o f a b r o a d e r f r o n t c o m p r i s i n g t h e 

more c l e a r l y d e f i n e d a n d i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e d movements f o r 

t e m p e r a n c e a n d e d u c a t i o n a l r e f o r m . A b s t i n e n c e and e d i f i c a t i o n 

w e r e common p r e s c r i p t i o n s o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n , b u t I h a v e 

p a i d more a t t e n t i o n t o r e f o r m schemes w h i c h w e r e s e n s i t i v e t o 

t h e p o p u l a r n e e d f o r r e c r e a t i o n i n e n t e r t a i n m e n t , p l a y a n d 

r e l a x a t i o n . I s h o u l d a d d t h a t I h a v e r a r e l y u s e d l e i s u r e i n 

a n y q u a l i t a t i v e s e n s e , b u t m o s t o f t e n a s a n e u t r a l c a t e g o r y 

d e n o t i n g t i m e f r e e f r o m w o r k a n d s o c i a l d u t i e s ; r e c r e a t i o n i s 

b e h a v i o u r a n d a c t i v i t y w h i c h f o r m t h e common o c c u p a t i o n s o f 

f r e e , t i m e . * ' 
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S o u r c e m a t e r i a l f o r t h i s k i n d o f s t u d y i s a b u n d a n t 

b u t d i f f u s e . The s t a t e o f p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n was a p e r e n n i a l 

t o p i c o f p u b l i c i n t e r e s t b u t i t s d i s c u s s i o n was o f t e n 

i n c i d e n t a l t o t h a t o f o t h e r i s s u e s . I h a v e h a d , t h e r e f o r e , 

t o t r a c k c h r o n i c l e a n d d e b a t e o v e r a w i d e a r e a , t h r o u g h p r e s s 

a n d p e r i o d i c a l s , r e p o r t s o f g o v e r n m e n t c o m m i t t e e s , s e r m o n s 

a n d p a m p h l e t l i t e r a t u r e , w o r k s o f s o c i a l c o m m e n t a r y , m e m o i r s , 

n o v e l s a n d e p h e m e r a . To a c o n s i d e r a b l e e x t e n t I h a v e l e t t h e 

V i c t o r i a n s s p e a k f o r t h e m s e l v e s . The e v i d e n c e a d d u c e d i s 

meant t o r e p r e s e n t t h e common e x p e r i e n c e o f u r b a n a n d 

m e t r o p o l i t a n E n g l a n d i n t h e s e y e a r s , t h o u g h I h a v e p r o v i d e d 

s o m e t h i n g o f a r u n n i n g c a s e s t u d y i n l o c a l h i s t o r y i n t h e 

r e f e r e n c e s t o B o l t o n , L a n c a s h i r e , a n a r c h e t y p e new i n d u s t r i a l 

t o w n . 

T h e r e a r e many p i t f a l l s t o w r i t i n g i n t h i s f i e l d ; n o t 

t h e l e a s t i s t h a t o f g i v i n g way t o w h a t one n o t u n s y m p a t h e t i c 

r e v i e w e r r e c e n t l y c a l l e d " t h e u n c r i t i c a l c e l e b r a t i o n o f 
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" p o p u l a r c u l t u r e . ' " T h i s s h o u l d r e m i n d u s t h a t , a l t h o u g h 

t h e r e was no room f o r s o c c e r a n d m u s i c h a l l s i n t h e W h i g 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f h i s t o r y , t h e r e i s a b o d y o f s e r i o u s w r i t i n g 

w h i c h s e e s s u c h a r t e f a c t s a s p a r t o f a n a c h i e v e m e n t t h a t 

q u a l i f i e s t h e r e c o n s t r u c t e d c u l t u r e o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

w o r k i n g c l a s s a s one o f t h e s u c c e s s s t o r i e s o f m o d e r n E n g l i s h 

h i s t o r y . W h i l e I h a v e t r i e d n o t t o be u n c r i t i c a l , I w r i t e 

u n d e r t h e c o n v i c t i o n t h a t t h e r e i s g o o d s e n s e t o t h i s c a s e ; 
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I r e l y u p o n t h e t e s t i m o n y o f one e m i n e n t s c h o l a r t h a t s u c h 

s e n t i m e n t s a r e n o t an i m p e d i m e n t , b u t a p r e r e q u i s i t e t o t h e 
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w r i t i n g o f s o u n d h i s t o r y . 

I w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k D r . J o h n N o r r i s o f t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a f o r h i s p a t i e n t and s y m p a t h e t i c 
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I . POPULAR RECREATION I N THE EARLY VICTORIAN TOWN 

The e a r l y h i s t o r i a n s o f E n g l a n d a s a n u r b a n i n d u s t r i a l 

s o c i e t y h a v e l e f t u s w i t h a n o v e r a l l p i c t u r e o f p o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n w h i c h i s c r a m p e d and j o y l e s s — t h e Hammonds, f o r 

e x a m p l e , c o n c l u d e d t h a t " t h e new t o w ns w e r e b u i l t f o r a r a c e 

t h a t was a l l o w e d no l e i s u r e ... r e c r e a t i o n was w a s t e " " ' " — y e t , 

w h i l e i t m u s t be r e c o g n i s e d t h a t t h e t o wn w o r k e r s u f f e r e d 

f r o m l a c k o f t i m e and s p a c e f o r r e c r e a t i o n , a n d t h a t , t h e 

amusements o f t h e p o o r w e r e u n d e r f r e q u e n t a t t a c k f r o m t h e 

s u p e r i o r c l a s s e s , w h a t i s more r e m a r k a b l e i s t h e v i t a l i t y a n d 

a d a p t a b i l i t y d i s p l a y e d by p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n u n d e r t h e s e 

s i e g e c o n d i t i o n s . ^ 

I n s e e k i n g f i r s t t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h e v i t a l i t y o f 

p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n i n t h i s p e r i o d , one m u s t a l l o w t h a t t h e 

e v i d e n c e f o r t h i s d o e s i n p a r t h e l p t o c o n f i r m t h e Hammonds' 

p i c t u r e o f g r o s s d e p r i v a t i o n . F o r e i g n e r s had f r e q u e n t l y b e e n 

a l a r m e d a t t h e e x u b e r a n c e o f t h e E n g l i s h m a n a t p l a y — a 

F r e n c h m a n who w i t n e s s e d a f o o t b a l l game i n D e r b y i n 1829 was 

moved t o r e m a r k t h a t , i f E n g l i s h m e n c a l l e d t h i s p l a y i n g , i t 
3 

w o u l d be i m p o s s i b l e t o s a y w h a t t h e y w o u l d c a l l f i g h t i n g — 

b u t i t becomes c l e a r e n o u g h t h a t s u c h o c c a s i o n s w e r e o f t e n 

c r u d e and e x p l o s i v e c o m p e n s a t i o n s f o r t h e s t r a i n s o f a n 
8 
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i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y , r a t h e r t h a n s i m p l e e x e r c i s e s i n t h e 

b o i s t e r o u s j o v i a l i t y o f M e r r i e E n g l a n d , t h a t i d e a l b u c o l i c 

s t a t e i n v o k e d i n m o s t d e b a t e s on r e c r e a t i o n . 

The p a t t e r n o f t e n s i o n a n d r e l e a s e i n w o r k i n g l i f e 

h a d become t a u t e r . C o n t e m p l a t i n g M a n c h e s t e r i n 1844 a n o t h e r 

F r e n c h m a n , L e o n F a u c h e r , was much d i s t u r b e d a t t h e i m m o d e r a 

t i o n i n a l l t h i n g s w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i s e d t h e new i n d u s t r i a l 

E n g l i s h m a n . He t h o u g h t t h a t o v e r w o r k i n g was a m a l a d y w h i c h 

L a n c a s h i r e h a d i n f l i c t e d o n t h e w h o l e c o u n t r y ; i t was 

b a l a n c e d o n l y b y a n o t h e r e x t r e m e , t h e i n c o n t i n e n c e o f t h e 

E n g l i s h m a n ' s r e c r e a t i o n . "They c a n n o t p a r t a k e o f a n y t h i n g 
4 

i n m o d e r a t i o n ; t h e y m u s t p a r t a k e o f i t t o r e p l e t i o n . " 

F r a n c i s P l a c e , r e c a l l i n g t h e g r i n d i n g demands p l a c e d o n h i s 

e a r l y w o r k i n g l i f e , r emembered how he w o u l d t e a r h i m s e l f away 

f r o m h i s w o r k a n d r u s h o u t t o some p a r k o r o p e n s p a c e i n t h e 

c i t y f o r a b r i e f r e s p i t e b e f o r e " r e t u r n i n g t o h i s v o m i t . " 

G i v e n s u c h e x p e r i e n c e , he p r o f e s s e d h i m s e l f w e l l a b l e t o 

u n d e r s t a n d t h e r e a c t i o n s o f t h e " u n i n f o r m e d man,", a n d t h e 

l a t t e r ' s u r g e n t n e e d " t o p r o c u r e t h e e x c i t e m e n t w h i c h m u s t , 

be p r o c u r e d . " 5 D i c k e n s r e c o g n i s e d t h e d e s p e r a t e edge t o 

p o p u l a r f e s t i v i t i e s when he d e s c r i b e d G r e e n w i c h F a i r t h u s : 
... a p e r i o d i c a l b r e a k i n g o u t ; a s o r t o f s p r i n g r u s h , 
a t h r e e d a y ' s f e v e r w h i c h c o o l s t h e b l o o d f o r s i x 
m o n t h s a n d a t t h e e x p i r a t i o n o f w h i c h , L o n d o n i s g 

r e s t o r e d t o i t s o l d h a b i t s o f p l o d d i n g i n d u s t r y . 
L o o k i n g b a c k a t t h e i m p r o v e m e n t i n m a n n e r s f r o m t h e v a n t a g e 
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p o i n t o f 1 8 6 7 , two s t u d e n t s o f w o r k i n g c l a s s l i f e r e c a l l e d 

t h e p a t t e r n o f t h e 1830s a s one o f " n o i s y , d r u n k e n r i o t ... 
7 

a l t e r n a t e d w i t h s u l l e n , s i l e n t w o r k . " 

N o i s e a n d d r i n k w e r e common a c c o m p a n i m e n t s o f p o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n — i n some m i n d s no d o u b t t h e i r d u a l p r e s e n c e 

t h e r e b y c o n s t i t u t e d a r i o t — b u t t h e y d i d n o t a l w a y s o r 

n e c e s s a r i l y i n d i c a t e a s i m p l e r e f l e x a c t i o n o f d e s p a i r t o t h e 

t e d i u m o f w o r k . M e n t i o n o f t h e m s h o u l d , h o w e v e r , r e m i n d u s 

t h a t w o r k i n g - c l a s s r e c r e a t i o n was f o r t h e m o s t p a r t p u b l i c 

a n d g r e g a r i o u s , a n d t h a t i t s p r i n c i p a l e v e r y d a y s e t t i n g was 

t h a t o f t h e p u b l i c , h o u s e . A s a n o l d w o r k i n g man p o i n t e d o u t 

i n r e c a l l i n g c o n d i t i o n s i n i n d u s t r i a l Y o r k s h i r e i n t h e 1 8 3 0 s : 

T h e r e w e r e o n l y two p l a c e s t o go i n s p e n d i n g s p a r e 
t i m e away f r o m o n e ' s own h o u s e — c h u r c h , c h a p e l o r 
a l e h o u s e ; t h e f o r m e r w e r e s e l d o m o p e n , w h i l e t h e 
l a t t e r was s e l d o m c l o s e d . The f i r s t was nog 
a t t r a c t i v e , t h e s e c o n d was made a t t r a c t i v e . 

Among t h e a t t r a c t i o n s o f t h e pub w e r e a g r e a t v a r i e t y o f 

r e c r e a t i o n s w h i c h b r o u g h t e n r i c h m e n t a s w e l l a s e s c a p e t o t h e 

l i f e o f t h e t o w n w o r k e r . 

R e p o r t s i n B o l t o n ' s l o c a l p r e s s r e v e a l how d i v e r s e a n d 

e x t e n s i v e w e r e t h e a c t i v i t i e s h e l d i n t h e pub o r i t s g a r d e n s : 

b o w l i n g , q u o i t i n g , g l e e c l u b s and f r e e a n d e a s i e s , a m a t e u r a n d 

p r o f e s s i o n a l d r a m a t i c s , f r u i t a n d v e g e t a b l e s h o w s , f l o w e r s h o ws, 

s w e e p s t a k e c l u b s , c o c k f i g h t i n g a n d dog f i g h t i n g , a n d t h e 
9 

m e e t i n g s o f t r a d e s ' and f r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s . The l a t t e r 
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o c c a s i o n s c o m b i n e d b u s i n e s s w i t h p l e a s u r e , a n d s e r v e a s a n 

e x a m p l e o f how t h e p u l l o f t h e p u b l i c h o u s e a s t h e i n s t i t u 

t i o n a l hub o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s r e c r e a t i o n was r e i n f o r c e d by t h e 

w i d e r a n g e o f s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c s e r v i c e s w h i c h i t o f f e r e d . " ^ " 0 

The pub s e r v e d a s a l a b o u r e x c h a n g e , a p a y s t a t i o n a n d a 

p o r t o f c a l l f o r t h e t r a m p i n g a r t i s a n . I n i t i a t i o n i n t o 

p a r t i c u l a r t r a d e s a n d o t h e r c u s t o m s o f t h e w o r k p l a c e demanded 

t h e t r e a t i n g o f w o r k - m a t e s , w h i c h t i e d men f u r t h e r t o t h e 

c r e d i t o f t h e l o c a l pub. F o r t h e s i n g l e man i n l o d g i n g s t h e 

pub was t h e c l o s e s t t h i n g t o a h o m e — h e r e he w o u l d t a k e h i s 

m e a l s and r e a d t h e n e w s p a p e r s . And a l w a y s t h e r e was b e e r — 

" t h e f r i e n d l y mug o f b e e r " — w h i c h , a s C h a r l e s B o o t h was l a t e r 

t o r e m a r k , "was t h e p r i m o r d i a l c e l l o f B r i t i s h s o c i a l l i f e . " " ' " ^ 

T hus i n a n a g e o f s o c i a l d i s l o c a t i o n t h e pub r e m a i n e d a c e n t r e 

o f w a r m t h , l i g h t a n d s o c i a b i l i t y f o r t h e u r b a n p o o r , a h a v e n 

f r o m t h e f i l t h a n d m eanness o f i n a d e q u a t e a n d c o n g e s t e d 

h o u s i n g , a magnet f o r t h e d i s o r i e n t e d newcomer and t h e 

d i s g r u n t l e d r e g u l a r a l i k e . " T h e r e i s p l e n t y o f g a s and company 

t o k e e p u s a l i v e , " e x p l a i n e d t h e c u s t o m e r s who w e r e q u i z z e d 

b y a n i n q u i r i n g c l e r i c ; " t h e r e i s a l w a y s s o c i e t y i n t h e p u b s , 
12 

a n d t h e men t h e r e a r e s o v e r y a g r e e a b l e . " 

The m o s t p r o m i n e n t among t h e many c l u b s a n d a s s o c i a -
13 t i o n s w h i c h met o n pub p r e m i s e s w e r e t h e f r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s . 

T h e i r a c t i v i t i e s w e r e w e l l r e p o r t e d i n B o l t o n w h e r e member-

s h i p g r e w d u r i n g t h e 1 8 3 0 s and '40s d e s p i t e f r e q u e n t h a r d 
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t i m e s i by 1850 t h e r e w e r e o v e r two h u n d r e d l o d g e s o f t h e 
14 

v a r i o u s s o c i e t i e s i n t h e t o w n . The r e c i t a t i o n s a n d s o n g s 

p r i n t e d i n t h e G r a n d L o d g e C i r c u l a r o f t h e B o l t o n O d d f e l l o w s 

i n d i c a t e a y e a r r o u n d c o n c e r n f o r r e c r e a t i o n , . b u t t h e a n n u a l 

f e a s t s w e r e t h e g r e a t o c c a s i o n s . A s many a s t h i r t y o r 

f o r t y m i g h t be h e l d on a s i n g l e n i g h t , w i t h t h e l o d g e b a n n e r s 

f l y i n g f r o m t h e pub w i n d o w s . F o o t r a c e s a n d d a n c i n g w e r e 
h e l d i n t h e s t r e e t , b u t i t was t h e i n n e r man (and woman) who 
came f i r s t , f o r i t was f o o d a n d d r i n k i n a b u n d a n c e w h i c h 

15 
m a r k e d t h e s u c c e s s f u l a n n i v e r s a r y . The s t a p l e s o f r o a s t 
b e e f a n d s t r o n g a l e w e r e n o t m e r e l y c u s t o m a r y — t h e y w e r e 

16 
p a r t o f t h e b i r t h r i g h t o f t h e f r e e b o r n E n g l i s h m a n . 

B u t a s t h e p r e v i o u s i n v e n t o r y o f a c t i v i t i e s 

d e m o n s t r a t e s , pub l i f e was n o t a l l c a k e s and a l e , and t h e r e 

was e n o u g h ' r a t i o n a l i t y ' i n p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n i n s i d e a n d 

o u t s i d e t h e p u b , t o s e c u r e t h e a c k n o w l e d g m e n t o f m i d d l e - c l a s s 

c o n t e m p o r a r i e s a l e r t t o s u c h q u a l i t i e s . I n N o t t i n g h a m , 

r e p o r t e d James H u d s o n , i n h i s s u r v e y o f a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

w r i t t e n i n 1 8 5 1 , " t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l W o r k i n g Men's l i b r a r i e s 

h e l d i n . p u b l i c h o u s e s " ( t h e i t a l i c s seem more i n t e n d e d t o 

c o u n t e r t h e i n c r e d u l i t y o f t h e r e a d e r t h a n t o e m p h a s i s e t h e 

e x c e p t i o n a l ) . " A t two o f t h e s e h o u s e s , " Hudson c o n t i n u e d , 

" p o l i t i c a l d i s c u s s i o n s a r e a l s o h e l d u n d e r j u d i c i o u s 
17 

r e g u l a t i o n s . " A c h u r c h m a n i n B o l t o n r e c o r d e d how two 

w o r k i n g men e x p l a i n e d t h e i r a b s e n c e f r o m a S u n day l e c t u r e a t 
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c h a p e l — t h e y w e r e a t t e n d i n g a d i s c u s s i o n a t t h e i r l o c a l pub 
18 

o n t h e " e x i s t e n c e o f God. F rom M a n c h e s t e r , F a u c h e r r e p o r t e d 

t h a t H a n d e l a n d Haydn w e r e "as h o u s e h o l d w o r d s " i n t h e 

m a n u f a c t u r i n g d i s t r i c t s o f L a n c a s h i r e ; t h e r e was no d i f f i c u l t y 
19 

i n r a i s i n g c h o i r s among t h e f a c t o r y o p e r a t i v e s . The 

p o p u l a r i t y o f c l u b s a n d c h o i r s c o n f i r m s t h e communal n a t u r e 

o f w o r k i n g c l a s s r e c r e a t i o n , b u t one must n o t e h e r e t o o t h e 

f a m i l i a r e x c e p t i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s s o l i t a r y : J o b L e g h , 

t h e w e a v e r b o t a n i s t , i n M r s . G a s k e l l ' s M a r y B a r t o n ; J o s e p h 

G u t t e r i d g e , a w e a v e r f r o m r e a l l i f e who s t u d i e d n a t u r a l 

h i s t o r y i n t h e f i e l d s a r o u n d C o v e n t r y ; C h a r l e s Manby S m i t h , 

a j o u r n e y m a n p r i n t e r i n L o n d o n , who p a i n t e d w a t e r c o l o u r s a n d 
20 

s t u d i e d t h e p i a n o f o r t e . A l l t h i s p r o v i d e s e v i d e n c e o f a 

t h r i v i n g p o p u l a r c u l t u r e a n d j u s t i f i e s t h e p r i d e o f t h e 

v e t e r a n w o r k i n g c l a s s r a d i c a l , S a m u e l B a m f o r d , when he 

l i s t e d t h e a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s o f h i s L a n c a s h i r e w o r k m a t e s i n 1844: 
... t h e y a r e t h e g r e a t e s t r e a d e r s ; c a n show t h e 
g r e a t e s t number o f g o o d w r i t e r s ; t h e g r e a t e s t number 
o f s e n s i b l e a n d c o n s i d e r a t e p u b l i c s p e a k e r s . They 
c a n show a g r e a t e r number o f b o t a n i s t s ; a g r e a t e r 
number o f h o r t i c u l t u r i s t s , a g r e a t e r number who a r e 
a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e a b s t r u s e s c i e n c e s ; t h e g r e a t e s t 
number o f p o e t s , a n d a g r e a t e r number o f g o o d 
m u s i c i a n s , w h e t h e r c h o r a l o r i n s t r u m e n t a l . 2 1 

22 

The c a p a c i t y f o r a d a p t a t i o n w h i c h was a f u r t h e r 

s t r e n g t h o f p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n , r e v e a l s i t s e l f i n r e s p o n s e 

t o t h o s e c o n s t r a i n t s n o t e d b y t h e Hammonds; t h e c u r t a i l m e n t 

o f t i m e a n d s p a c e , a n d t h e h o s t i l i t y o f t h e s u p e r i o r c l a s s e s . 
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C o n d i t i o n s o f r e g u l a r e m p l o y m e n t i n t h e m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

t o w n s o f t e n a l l o w e d o n l y t h e m e r e s t s c r a p i n g s o f f r e e t i m e . 

The p r o m i n e n t f a c t o r y i n s p e c t o r , L e o n a r d H o r n e r , f o u n d t h a t 

t h e t w e l v e - h o u r w o r k i n g d a y l e f t t h e w o r k e r " u t t e r l y u n f i t 

f o r a n y t h i n g l i k e m e n t a l i m p r o v e m e n t ... a n d n o t v e r y f i t f o r 

much s o c i a l e n j o y m e n t w i t h h i s f a m i l y . " J o h n F i e l d e n , t h e 

r e f o r m i n g m a n u f a c t u r e r a n d c o - a r c h i t e c t o f t h e Ten H o u r s B i l l , 

was g r e a t l y s t r u c k b y t h e t e s t i m o n y o f a y o u n g s t e r i n one o f 

t h e m i l l s t h a t t h e r e was " n e v e r a n y t i m e t o p l a y " ; a n o t h e r 

m i l l o w n e r a d m i t t e d t h a t t h e t i m e l e f t f o r r e c r e a t i o n a n d 

i m p r o v e m e n t a f t e r t h e a v e r a g e w o r k i n g d a y was s c a r c e l y two 
23 

h o u r s . S u n d a y was t h e o n l y d a y f r e e f r o m w o r k , b u t f o r 

t h e w o r k i n g w i f e i t was t h e one d a y a v a i l a b l e f o r t h e w a s h i n g 

a n d o t h e r a c c u m u l a t e d d o m e s t i c t a s k s ; f o r t h e r e s t o f t h e 
f a m i l y t h e p r o p e n s i t y t o s t a y i n b e d o n a Sunday was no d o u b t 
l e s s a m a t t e r o f c h o i c e t h a n a n e c e s s a r y r e c r u i t m e n t o f 

24 

s t r e n g t h . By 1834 t h e r e w e r e o n l y e i g h t s t a t u t o r y h a l f -

h o l i d a y s i n E n g l a n d , a n d t h e t r a d i t i o n a l c a l e n d a r o f r e l i g i o u s 

f e a s t d a y s a n d t h e c e l e b r a t i o n s o f s e a s o n a l t a s k s o r p a r t i c u 

l a r t r a d e s h a d b e e n c o n s i d e r a b l y p r u n e d , b o t h b y t h e 
25 

e m p l o y e r s a n d t h e c h u r c h . 

B u t t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s s t r e t c h e d t h e me a g r e a l l o w a n c e 

o f f r e e t i m e . S u n d a y ' s l e i s u r e , f o r e x a m p l e , c o u l d be 

e x t e n d e d t h r o u g h t h e l a r g e s s e o f 'St.Monday', who c l a i m e d 

many d e v o t e e s . D i s r a e l i r e c o r d e d t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f t h e 
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e x t e n d e d weekend i n d e s c r i b i n g t h e i n d u s t r i a l t o w n o f Wodgate 

i n S y b i l , o r t h e Two N a t i o n s , h i s n o v e l o n t h e ' C o n d i t i o n o f 

E n g l a n d ' i n t h e 184 0 s : 

The s o c i a l s y s t e m i s n o t an u n v a r y i n g c o u r s e o f 
i n f i n i t e t o i l . The p l a n i s t o w o r k h a r d , b u t n o t 
a l w a y s . The men s e l d o m e x c e e d f o u r d a y s o f l a b o u r 
i n t h e week. On Sunday t h e -master workmen b e g i n 
t o d r i n k ; f o r t h e a p p r e n t i c e s t h e r e i s d o g - f i g h t i n g 
w i t h o u t s t i n t . On Monday a n d T u e s d a y t h e w h o l e 2 g 
p o p u l a t i o n i s d r u n k . H e r e i s r e l a x a t i o n , e x c i t e m e n t . 

I t was i n t h e 1 8 4 0 s t o o t h a t t h e F a c t o r y C o m m i s s i o n e r s 

r e p o r t e d f r e q u e n t o c c a s i o n s when e x t r a h o l i d a y s w e r e c o n c e d e d . 

" I t was," t h e y r e m a r k e d , " n o t due t o l i b e r a l i t y on t h e p a r t 

o f t h e m a s t e r s , b u t t o c u s t o m . " I n one a r e a o f L a n c a s h i r e 

i t was a v e r r e d t h a t t h e w o r k e r s e n j o y e d a f o r t n i g h t ' s b r e a k 

a t C h r i s t m a s , a f u l l week a t W h i t s u n , " t h r e e o r f o u r d a y s a t 

R i n g l e y Wakes, a b o u t t h e same a t R a t c l i f f R a c e s , a n d a t o d d 

t i m e s b e s i d e s . " O f t e n i t was s p o r t a s much a s d r i n k t h a t 

was i r r e s i s t i b l e . Thus t h e e x p l o i t s o f Ben H a r t , B o l t o n ' s 

p e d e s t r i a n c h a m p i o n o f t h e s e y e a r s , , d r e w c r o w d s w h i c h l e f t 

t h e l o c a l m i l l s h a l f - e m p t y . F r o m t h e W a r w i c k s h i r e p i t s a 

w i t n e s s r e p o r t e d : 

When t h e r e i s s u c h a m a t t e r o f u n i v e r s a l i n t e r e s t 
a s a p r i z e f i g h t m o s t go t o s e e i t , a n d i t i s a 
d a y ' s p l a y . Upon t h e a v e r a g e t h e r e may be f i v e 27 
o r s i x s u c h o c c a s i o n s i n t h e c o u r s e o f t h e summer. 

E l e c t i o n s a l s o o c c a s i o n e d i m p r o m p t u h o l i d a y s — w h e n a n M.P. 

c o m p l a i n e d o f a c e r t a i n b i l l i n 1828 w h i c h p r o p o s e d t o l i m i t 

t h e d u r a t i o n o f e l e c t i o n s , t h a t " i t a b r i d g e d t h e c o n s t i t u t i o 

n a l e n j o y m e n t s o f t h e p e o p l e , " he was n o t r e f e r r i n g t o t h e i r 



r i g h t s o f s u f f r a g e ; ^ " s i m i l a r l y , The T i m e s n o t e d t h a t t h e 

g r e a t r e f o r m d e m o n s t r a t i o n i n B i r m i n g h a m i n 1833 had " t h e 

a p p e a r a n c e o f a g r e a t f a i r ... t h e e x c u s e f o r m a k i n g 
29 

h o l y d a y . " The r i g o u r s o f t h e r e g u l a r w o r k week w e r e 

f u r t h e r r e l i e v e d b y p e r i o d s o f g e n e r a l e c o n o m i c d e p r e s s i o n 

o r s e a s o n a l d r o p s i n p a r t i c u l a r t r a d e s , h o w e v e r unwelcome 

t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 

The p r a c t i c e o f s u c h t i m e - h o n o u r e d d e l i n q u e n c i e s a s 

S t . Monday o b v i o u s l y v a r i e d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i n d u s t r i a l 

s e t t i n g . I n D i s r a e l i ' s Wodgate _ ( m o d e l l e d o n t h e l o c k - m a k i n g 

t o w n o f W i l l e n h a l l i n S t a f f o r d s h i r e ) s m a l l w o r k s h o p s r a t h e r 

t h a n f a c t o r i e s p r o v i d e d t h e t y p i c a l w o r k s i t u a t i o n , a n d t h e r e 

m a s t e r s a n d men s h a r e d a common i n d u l g e n c e . D o m e s t i c o u t 

w o r k e r s w e r e l e s s c o n f i n e d t h a n f a c t o r y h a n d s — i n B u r y i n 

t h e 18 30s t h e h a n d l o o m w e a v e r s w o u l d d r o p t h e i r w o r k w h e n e v e r 
30 

t h e h o unds p a s s e d by and j o x n i n t h e c h a s e . Men i n 

r e l a t i v e l y m i n o r t r a d e s , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , m i g h t l a c k t h e 

numbers n e c e s s a r y t o o u t f a c e t h e i r e m p l o y e r s — w e l e a r n f r o m 

t h e B o l t o n C h r o n i c l e f o r A u g u s t 1834 t h a t f i v e a p p r e n t i c e 

combmakers "who seemed t o c o n s i d e r t h a t t h e y h a d a p r e s c r i p 

t i v e r i g h t t o a h o l i d a y o n t h e H o r s e F a i r Day" w e r e s u c c e s s -
31 

f u l l y p r o s e c u t e d f o r a b s e n t e e i s m . F a c t o r y w o r k e r s w e r e 

g e n e r a l l y s u b j e c t t o a t i g h t e r i n d u s t r i a l d i s c i p l i n e t h a n 

t h a t i m p o s e d i n o t h e r w o r k s i t u a t i o n s , b u t e v e n h e r e t h e 
32 

c l a i m s o f S t . Monday w e r e n o t c o m p l e t e l y e x t i n g u i s h e d . 
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The p a s s a g e o f t h e Ten H o u r s A c t i n 1847 b r o u g h t some o f f i c i a l 

r e s p i t e t o a s u b s t a n t i a l number o f f a c t o r y w o r k e r s a n d some 

e m p l o y e r s i n m a n u f a c t u r i n g a n d commerce i n t h e N o r t h b e g a n 
-33 

g r a n t i n g S a t u r d a y h a l f - h o l i d a y s i n t h e l a t e ' 4 0s. The 

g u a r a n t e e d S a t u r d a y b r e a k was m eant t o w i n t h e w o r k e r t o a 
34 

g r e a t e r r e g u l a r i t y i n a t t e n d a n c e a n d p u n c t u a l i t y , b u t t h e 

o l d w i l f u l n e s s was n o t e a s i l y c o r r e c t e d . "The w o r k i n g 

a r t i s a n , " a s one e x p e r i e n c e d o b s e r v e r r e m a r k e d i n t h e m i d -

1 8 5 0 3 , " p o s s e s s e s more f a c i l i t i e s f o r g e t t i n g h o l i d a y s t h a n 
35 

i s g e n e r a l l y s u p p o s e d . " 
R e s t r i c t i o n s on s p a c e w e r e s e v e r e i n t h e i n d u s t r i a l 

t o w n , a n d w e r e l e s s e a s i l y o v e r c o m e . Open s p a c e v a n i s h e d 

b e f o r e t h e m a r c h o f b r i c k s and m o r t a r : i n C o v e n t r y , t h e 

mayor c o m p l a i n e d o f t h e e n c l o s u r e o f t h e t o w n ' s o p e n p a r k , 

w h i c h h a d d e p r i v e d t h e y o u n g men o f "much a c t i v e e x e r c i s e , " 
3 6 

a n d d r i v e n them i n t o t h e p u b l i c h o u s e ; i n B o l t o n , t h e 

g a r d e n e r s ' c l u b w h i c h h a d b e e n f o r m e d t o e n c o u r a g e w o r k i n g -

men's a l l o t m e n t s h a d become t h e p r e s e r v e o f g e n t l e m e n ' s 

g a r d e n e r s f r o m t h e s u b u r b s a s t h e p a t c h e s o f o l d c o t t a g e 
37 

g a r d e n s d i s a p p e a r e d f r o m t h e t o w n i t s e l f . One common 

r e s o r t , t h e pub g a r d e n , was v u l n e r a b l e t o t h e p r e s s u r e o n 

b u i l d i n g s p a c e , r i s i n g g r o u n d r e n t s , a n d n e i g h b o u r s ' 

c o m p l a i n t s o f t h e c r o w d n u i s a n c e . I n L o n d o n , t h e somewhat 

more a m b i t i o u s p l e a s u r e g a r d e n s , o f t e n d e s c e n d a n t s o f 

e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y i n s t i t u t i o n s , h a d l o n g s i n c e l o s t t h e i r 



18 

f a s h i o n a b l e c l i e n t e l e , a n d w e r e s i m i l a r l y p r o n e t o c o m p l a i n t s 
3 8 

f r o m t h e r e s p e c t a b l e s . G e o f f r e y B e s t h a s s u g g e s t e d t h a t 

e v e n i n t h e '50s and '60s f e w t o w n s o r c i t i e s w e r e so l a r g e 

t h a t t h e c o u n t r y s i d e was more t h a n a f e w m i n u t e s w a l k away. 

I t s h o u l d be p o i n t e d o u t , h o w e v e r , t h a t o n t h e e v i d e n c e o f 

B o l t o n , i t seems t h a t s u c h a n a p p a r e n t l y s i m p l e e x c u r s i o n 

c o u l d be e x t r e m e l y h a z a r d o u s w h e r e i t meant n e g o t i a t i n g t h e 
39 

o f t e n h o s t i l e s t r e e t s b e y o n d o n e ' s i m m e d i a t e n e i g h b o u r h o o d . 
I n any c a s e , a c c e s s t o t h e c o u n t r y s i d e was f u r t h e r l i m i t e d 

40 
by t h e d e n i a l o f f o o t p a t h r i g h t s b y t h e l a n d o w n e r s . 

The m o s t o b v i o u s e s c a p e f r o m c o n f i n e m e n t was t h e mass 

b r e a k - o u t s u c h a s D i c k e n s h a d d e s c r i b e d i n t h e L o n d o n e r s ' 

" s p r i n g r u s h " t o G r e e n w i c h F a i r . B o l t o n h e l d m a j o r f a i r s i n 

i t s m a r k e t s q u a r e a t New Y e a r a n d W h i t s u n t i d e , b u t e q u a l l y 

p o p u l a r w e r e t h e w a k e s , a s u c c e s s i o n o f f a i r s c e l e b r a t e d i n 

l a t e summer i n t h e v i l l a g e s a n d t o w n s h i p s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e 

b o r o u g h . A t W h i t s u n t h e c o u n t r y c o u s i n s came t o t o w n a n d 

t h e i r awe a t b e h o l d i n g t h e big> c i t y g a v e t h e b r e a k i t s l o c a l 

t i t l e o f ' G a p i n g S u n d a y ' ; i n A u g u s t and S e p t e m b e r t h e f l o w 

was r e v e r s e d a n d t h e t o w n w o r k e r s b u r s t o u t i n t o t h e 
41 

v i l l a g e s . R a c e m e e t i n g s w e r e o t h e r g r e a t o c c a s i o n s i n t h e 

p o p u l a r c a l e n d a r . The p r o g r e s s o f t h e L o n d o n c r o w d s f r o m 

t h e m e t r o p o l i s t o Epsom Downs on D e r b y Day was a d v e r t i s e d b y 4 t h e huge s w i r l i n g c l o u d o f d u s t w h i c h hung o v e r t h e i r r o u t e . 

On r a c e d a y s M a n c u n i a n s d e b o u c h e d t o K e r s a l M o o r , t h e 
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mons s a c e r o f t h e c o t t o n t o w n s a s E n g e l s c a l l e d i t . B e l l e V ue 

p l e a s u r e g a r d e n s ( t h e s c e n e o f e a r l y b r a s s b a n d c o n t e s t s ) a l s o 

p r o v i d e d a n i m p o r t a n t o u t l e t f o r M a n c h e s t e r . 4 3 T r a i n s a n d 

s t e a m b o a t s i n c r e a s e d t h e r a n g e o f t h e e x c u r s i o n i s t : h i t h e r t o 

r e m o t e c o u n t r y r a c e m e e t i n g s , s u c h a s Goodwood, w e r e i n u n d a t e d 
44 

w i t h t o w n s p e o p l e ; t h e wakes a t t h e C h e s h i r e v i l l a g e s o f 

H a l e a n d T r a n m e r e w e r e t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o m a j o r p r o l e t a r i a n 

f e s t i v a l s b y t h e r e g u l a r d e s c e n t o f t h e L i v e r p o o l w o r k i n g c l a s 
45 

f r o m a c r o s s t h e M e r s e y . From B o l t o n H e n r y A s h w o r t h r e p o r t e d 

o n t h e e x c u r s i o n t r a v e l s o f h i s w o r k p e o p l e : "They w i l l go t o 

I r e l a n d , o r L o n d o n , o r S c o t l a n d , w h e r e v e r t h e c o a c h o r t h e 

s t e a m b o a t w i l l c a r r y them, a n d s p e n d t h e i r t i m e r a t i o n a l l y . . . " 

S u c h o c c a s i o n s , h o w e v e r , p r o v i d e d o n l y t e m p o r a r y 

r e l i e f , a n d t h e p r o b l e m o f o p e n s p a c e f o r e v e r y d a y r e c r e a t i o n 

a n d e x e r c i s e r e m a i n e d c h r o n i c . As f o o t p a t h s , pub g a r d e n s a n d 

common l a n d w e r e d e n i e d t hem, so t h e p o o r w e r e l e f t o n l y w i t h 

t h e s t r e e t . T h e r e was some s u c c e s s f u l a d j u s t m e n t t o t h e new 

p a r a m e t e r — t h e p r o c e s s i o n a l W h i t W a l k s i n n o r t h e r n E n g l a n d 

c a n be s e e n a s l i n e a r e x p r e s s i o n s o f t r a d i t i o n a l r o u n d d a n c e s 
47 

o n c e h e l d on l o c a l g r e e n s . T h e r e w e r e a l s o many p r o f e s s i o 

n a l h a b i t u e s o f t h e s t r e e t , who had l o n g p r o v i d e d e n t e r t a i n 

ment i n t h e t o w n s : P u n c h a nd J u d y men, b u s k e r s , b a l l a d 

h a w k e r s ( t h e ' f l y i n g s t a t i o n e r s ' ) , s t r e e t p r e a c h e r s , stump 

o r a t o r s a n d p a t e n t m e d i c i n e s a l e s m e n . B u t t r a f f i c a n d 

p o l l u t i o n s e r i o u s l y l i m i t e d t h e a m e n i t y o f t h e s t r e e t , w h i c h 
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was a t b e s t a c o n s t r i c t e d and u n s a l u t a r y p l a y g r o u n d . 

I t was n o t j u s t a p r o b l e m o f o p e n s p a c e b u t o f 

a d e q u a t e i n d o o r f a c i l i t i e s a s w e l l ; m o r e o v e r , a s a c o r o l l a r y , 

t h e r e was t h e p r o b l e m o f t h e i n c r e a s i n g p r e s s u r e o f s h e e r 

n u m b e r s. A L o n d o n t r a d e s m a n a p p e a r i n g b e f o r e a p a r l i a m e n t a r y 

i n q u i r y i n t o d r u n k e n n e s s i n 1834 made t h e p o i n t t h a t a l l t h e 

p u b s seemed much f u l l e r t h a n e v e r he c o u l d r e c a l l . When 

a s k e d w h e r e t h e new c u s t o m e r s came f r o m he r e p l i e d s i m p l y 
4 8 

e n o u g h : " I t h i n k t h e y came f r o m t h e c u r r e n t i n t h e s t r e e t s . " 

Thus t h e pub was t h e n a t u r a l r e s t i n g p l a c e f o r t h i s i n c r e a s e 

i n human t r a f f i c . 

The pub c h a n g e d t o accommodate t h e i n c r e a s i n g v o l u m e 

o f c a l l e r s . Many o l d . p u b s c o u l d h a v e b e e n l i t t l e more t h a n 

t h e p a r l o u r s o r k i t c h e n s o f p r i v a t e h o u s e s , p r e s i d e d o v e r b y 

a n e x - b u t l e r o r the. l i k e (when t h e S e d l e y s 1 b u s i n e s s c o l l a p s e d 

i n V a n i t y F a i r , t h e b u t l e r , " w i t h t h e i n f a t u a t i o n o f h i s 

p r o f e s s i o n , " s e t up a p u b ) ; new p u b s b u i l t i n t h e 1 8 3 0 s — t h e 

s o - c a l l e d g i n p a l a c e s - - w e r e e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t i n s c a l e , i n 

l a y - o u t , i n s t y l e , a n d i n management. They s o l v e d t h e p r o b l e m 

o f s p a c e b y d o i n g away w i t h s e a t s ; t h i s a l s o d i s c o u r a g e d 

d a w d l i n g , w h i c h i n t u r n meant a more r a p i d t u r n o v e r i n 

c u s t o m e r s . Any f e e l i n g o f c o n g e s t i o n among t h e new g e n e r a t i o n 

o f ' p e r p e n d i c u l a r d r i n k e r s ' was r e l i e v e d b y a n u p w a r d 

s p a c i o u s n e s s p r o v i d e d by h i g h e r c e i l i n g s , a n d t h e i l l u s i o n o f 

r o o m i n e s s c o n t r i v e d b y t h e g e n e r o u s u s e o f m i r r o r s a n d p l a t e 
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g l a s s . The huge g a s l a m p s (a f e a t u r e w h i c h i m p r e s s e d i t s e l f 

s o g r e a t l y on c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ) hung o u t s i d e a s w e l l a s i n s i d e , 

a n d e x t e n d e d t h e t e r r i t o r y o f t h e pub i n t o t h e s t r e e t a t a l l 
49 

h o u r s o f t h e n i g h t . A b a r s e p a r a t e d t h e c u s t o m e r s f r o m 
50 

t h e l i q u o r a n d i t s d i s p e n s e r s , i n d i c a t i v e o f a more 

b u s i n e s s - l i k e a p p r o a c h b y t h e p r o p r i e t o r s , some o f whom w e r e 

a l l e g e d t o s p e n d more t i m e i n t h e c o u n t i n g h o u s e t h a n w a i t i n g 
51 

o n t h e i r c u s t o m e r s . T h a t f u n c t i o n was i n c r e a s i n g l y t a k e n 
o v e r by b a r m a i d s , who c o n s t i t u t e d a s much o f a n a t t r a c t i o n 
a s t h e e l a b o r a t e f i t t i n g s , a n d i n some c a s e s w e r e j u s t a s 

52 

g a r i s h . The d o m e s t i c i t y o f t h e o l d pub had g i v e n way t o 

t h e g l a m o u r o f new p e o p l e ' s p a l a c e s , g a u d y c o m p e n s a t i o n s f o r 

t h e m eanness o f e v e r y d a y l i f e . T h ey w e r e , a s D i c k e n s n o t e d , 

" i n v a r i a b l y numerous a n d s p l e n d i d i n p r e c i s e p r o p o r t i o n t o 
53 

t h e d i r t a n d p o v e r t y o f t h e s u r r o u n d i n g n e i g h b o u r h o o d . " 

B u t i n t h a t t h e y w e r e v a s t a s w e l l a s s p e c t a c u l a r t h e y o f f e r e d 

some s o l u t i o n t o t h e p r o b l e m o f t h e s p a t i a l a s w e l l a s t h e 

s o c i a l l i m i t a t i o n s o f t o wn l i f e . 

D r i n k i n g , t h e s i m p l e company o f t h e p u b - - t h e s e c o u l d 

be a r e c r e a t i o n i n t h e m s e l v e s ; b u t t h e w o r k i n g p o p u l a t i o n 

demanded e n t e r t a i n m e n t t o o . T h i s was p r o v i d e d b y t h e ' f r e e 

a n d e a s y ' , a n i n f o r m a l s i n g - s o n g o f l o n g s t a n d i n g p o p u l a r i t y 

i n t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e p u b , w h i c h was d e v e l o p e d i n t o a more 

f o r m a l i s e d a n d r e g u l a r s t y l e o f t a v e r n c o n c e r t . H e r e a g a i n , 

new s p a c e was c r e a t e d by t h e more e c o n o m i c a l u s e o f e x i s t i n g 
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s p a c e : b i l l i a r d r o o m s , s k i t t l e a l l e y s , e v e n t h e p u b l i c a n ' s 

own s l e e p i n g q u a r t e r s , w e r e c o n v e r t e d i n t o ' s i n g i n g s a l o o n s ' , 
54 

t h e p r o t o t y p e m u s i c h a l l s . A t a L o n d o n l i c e n s i n g s e s s i o n 

i n 1 8 3 4 , a s y m p a t h e t i c m a g i s t r a t e p a s s e d t h e f o l l o w i n g 

comment on t h e new phenomenon: 
He r e j o i c e d i n s e e i n g so many a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r m u s i c 
l i c e n s e s , a s t h e y p r o v e d t h e g r o w i n g d e s i r e o n t h e 
p a r t o f t h e p u b l i c f o r i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d r a t i o n a l 
amusements. A t t h e same t i m e , he r e g r e t t e d t h e number 
o f a p p l i c a t i o n s , a s t h e y p r o v e d t h a t a power h a d t o o 
l o n g b e e n e x e r c i s e d t o a b r i d g e p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n s . " 

S u c h a r e m a r k b r i n g s u s t o a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h o s e 

who d i s c e r n e d l i t t l e o r no i n t e l l e c t u a l o r r a t i o n a l c o n t e n t 

i n t h e amusements o f t h e p e o p l e ; t h e i r h o s t i l i t y c o n s t i t u t e d 

t h e o t h e r m a j o r c o n s t r a i n t u p o n p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n . 

The c o n c e r n t o p o l i c e t h e amusements o f t h e p o o r h a d 

a l o n g h i s t o r y , b u t i t had t a k e n o n a new a c u i t y s i n c e t h e 

l a t e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . ^ A s i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n 

i n t e n s i f i e d , e n t r e p r e n e u r s g r e w i m p a t i e n t w i t h p o p u l a r m e r r y 

m a k i n g , f o r i t i m p a i r e d t h e r e g u l a r i t y o f a t t e n d a n c e a n d 

e f f o r t w h i c h t h e y demanded f r o m t h e i r l a b o u r f o r c e . They 

s o u g h t t h e r e f o r e t o b a n i s h a n y s p o r t i v e n e s s f r o m t h e w o r k 

p l a c e a n d c u r t a i l t h e number o f l o c a l h o l i d a y s . More 

p e r v a s i v e was t h e g r o w i n g i n f l u e n c e o f t h e e v a n g e l i c a l 

movement, w h i c h was d e e p l y s u s p i c i o u s o f r e c r e a t i o n a n d 

amusement a s s o u r c e s o f w o r l d l y c o r r u p t i o n . By t h e e a r l y 

V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d t h e movement h a d t a k e n f i r m r o o t i n t h e 
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m i d d l e c l a s s e s a n d f o u n d s u p p o r t among c l e r g y o f a l l 

d e n o m i n a t i o n s . I n t h e n o n c o n f o r m i s t c h u r c h e s i t s s e n t i m e n t s 

r e i n f o r c e d a l o n g - s t a n d i n g h o s t i l i t y t o t r a d i t i o n a l 

r e c r e a t i o n s , and t h e M e t h o d i s t s i n p a r t i c u l a r w e r e c r e d i t e d 

w i t h some r e m a r k a b l e r e f o r m s o f p o p u l a r b e h a v i o u r : a 

g o v e r n m e n t c o m m i s s i o n e r r e p o r t i n g f r o m t h e m i n i n g d i s t r i c t s 

o f t h e West o f E n g l a n d a n d N o r t h W a l e s i n 1843 f o u n d t h e 

W e s l e y a n s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n i n t h e p e o p l e ' s 
57 

p l a y " f r o m b r u t e r i o t t o d e c o r u m . " F o r t h e A n g l i c a n s who 

j o i n e d t h e a t t a c k o n p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n s , c e n s u r e m eant 

a b a n d o n i n g t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l r o l e o f p a t r o n . The N o r t h e r n 

w a k e s , f o r e x a m p l e , w e r e o r i g i n a l l y p a r i s h f e a s t s , b u t t h e 

C h u r c h h a d d i s o w n e d them b y t h e 1 8 3 0 s . I n t h e 1820s l e a d i n g 

Churchmen e x o r c i s e d t h e s u r v i v i n g image o f t h e s p o r t i n g p a r s o n 

w i t h h i s l o v e o f f i e l d s p o r t s a n d c o u n t r y d a n c i n g a s p a r t o f 

a p u r g e o f t h e i r c l e r g y ' s w o r l d l i n e s s , p r o m p t i n g S i d n e y S m i t h 
t o a p a r o d y o f t h e new commandments: "Hunt n o t , f i s h n o t , 

58 

s h o o t n o t ; d a n c e n o t , f i d d l e n o t , f l u t e n o t . " Thus c h u r c h 

a n d c h a p e l , a s t h e o l d Y o r k s h i r e m a n h a d r e m a r k e d , p r o v i d e d 

l i t t l e f o r t h e w o r k i n g man's r e c r e a t i o n a n d i n d e e d condemned 

s u c h t h a t he h a d . T h i s g r e a t e r c e n s o r i o u s n e s s was n o t e d i n 

a s n a t c h o f p o p u l a r v e r s e : 
The p o o r man's d e l i g h t 
I s a s o r e i n t h e s i g h t 
A n d a s t e n c h i n t h e n o s e o f p i e t y . 

B y t h e 1 8 3 0 s t h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l a c t i v e r e f o r m 

m o v e m e n t s — p r e d o m i n a n t l y e v a n g e l i c a l i n i n s p i r a t i o n a n d m i d d l e -
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c l a s s i n m e m b e r s h i p — w h o s e c a m p a i g n s a g a i n s t c e r t a i n a b u s e s 

i n p u b l i c l i f e t h r e a t e n e d t h e f o r m a n d c o n t e n t o f much 

p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n . P r i n c i p a l t a r g e t s w e re a n i m a l c r u e l t y , 
59 

S a b b a t h - b r e a k x n g a nd i n t e m p e r a n c e . The R o y a l S o c i e t y f o r 

t h e P r e v e n t i o n o f C r u e l t y t o A n i m a l s i n c l u d e d i n i t s b r i e f 

t h e s u p p r e s s i o n o f a l l b l o o d s p o r t s , a n d i t s i n s p e c t o r s w e r e 

z e a l o u s i n r e p o r t i n g i n f r i n g e m e n t s o f t h e a c t o f 18 3 5 w h i c h 

had made t h e s p o r t s i l l e g a l . The s o c i e t y p l a y e d a p r o m i n e n t 

r o l e i n s u p p r e s s i n g t h e t r a d i t i o n a l b u l l - r u n n i n g a t S t a m f o r d 
6 0 

i n L i n c o l n s h i r e i n t h e l a t e 1 8 3 0 s , t h o u g h many s m a l l e r - s c a l e 

b l o o d s p o r t s c o n t i n u e d t o f l o u r i s h c l a n d e s t i n e l y . The 

S a b b a t a r i a n s , o p e r a t i n g p r i n c i p a l l y t h r o u g h t h e L o r d ' s Day 

O b s e r v a n c e S o c i e t y , o f f e r e d a g r e a t e r t h r e a t t o p o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n , f o r t h e y s o u g h t t o c l o s e a l l i n s t i t u t i o n s 

( i n c l u d i n g t h e pub) w h i c h r e q u i r e d t h e e m p l o y m e n t o f l a b o u r 

on a S u n d a y , o r o t h e r w i s e d i s t r a c t e d t h e p o p u l a c e f r o m 

a t t e n d i n g c h u r c h . S u n d a y , a s n o t e d p r e v i o u s l y , was s a n c t i f i e d 

t o t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s i n o t h e r w a y s — i t was g e n e r a l l y t h e 

one day a week w h i c h was f r e e f o r r e c r e a t i o n a n d d o m e s t i c 

t a s k s . The c a u s e was n o t p o p u l a r i n P a r l i a m e n t a n d i t s 

p r o p o s a l s w e r e o f t e n g r e e t e d w i t h r i d i c u l e o r d i s d a i n , n o t 

l e a s t b e c a u s e i t s spokesman i n t h e Commons, S i r A n d r e w Agnew, 

ha d a p e e v i s h a n d a l m o s t i n a u d i b l e v o i c e . B u t t h e 

S a b b a t a r i a n s w e r e w e l l e n o u g h o r g a n i s e d a s a l o b b y a n d t h e i r 

f l o u r i s h o f p e t i t i o n s ( " g r e a t e r t h a n o n any s u b j e c t o t h e r 
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t h a n t h o s e a g a i n s t West I n d i a n s l a v e r y " ) e a r n e d t h e m some 

d e f e r e n c e f r o m s u c c e e d i n g a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s — t h e y won s e l e c t 

c o m m i t t e e s i n 1 8 3 1 , 1847 a n d 1 8 5 1 , s u c c e s s f u l l y p o s t p o n e d t h e 

o p e n i n g o f t h e B r i t i s h Museum o n a Sunday f o r o v e r f i f t e e n 

y e a r s , a n d s e c u r e d t h e p a s s a g e o f some i m p o r t a n t r e s t r i c t i v e 
61 

l e g i s l a t i o n i n t h e m i d - 1 8 5 0 s . The t e m p e r a n c e movement 

c o m p r i s e d many l o c a l a n d s e v e r a l n a t i o n a l o r g a n i s a t i o n s , b u t 

t h e r e was a common t r e n d i n t h e m i d - 1 8 3 0 s away f r o m g e n e r a l 

a p p e a l s f o r m o d e r a t i o n i n d r i n k - t a k i n g t o a n i n s i s t e n c e u p o n 
6 2 

c o m p l e t e a b s t e n t i o n o r t e e t o t a l i s m . The movement was s p l i t 

a s t o how t h i s c o u l d b e s t be a c h i e v e d , b u t i t s h o s t i l i t y t o 

d r i n k a n d i t s p u r v e y o r s c u t a t t h e r o o t s o f much p o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n . I t s e a r l y c h a m p i o n s i n P a r l i a m e n t w e r e r e c e i v e d 
6 3 

a s d e r i s i v e l y a s Agnew, b u t o u t o f d o o r s t h e l o c a l 
o r g a n i s a t i o n s p r o v e d f o r m i d a b l e i n p e t i t i o n i n g t h e m a g i s t r a c y 

64 

f o r t h e r e s t r i c t i o n o f d r i n k l i c e n c e s . T e m p e r a n c e r e f o r m e r s 

o f t e n f o r m e d a common f r o n t w i t h S a b b a t a r i a n s i n o p p o s i n g 

t h e S u n day o p e n i n g o f t h e pub. 

I t i s c l e a r t h a t l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s o f t e n p l a y e d a 

m a j o r p a r t i n a b r i d g i n g p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n s , e i t h e r o n t h e i r 

own i n i t i a t i v e , o r a s s e r v a n t s ( r e l u c t a n t o r o t h e r w i s e ) o f 

t h e r e f o r m i n t e r e s t s . I n B o l t o n , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e m a g i s t r a c y 

p r o v e d a m e n a b l e t o a c a m p a i g n b y l o c a l c l e r g y a g a i n s t t h e 

l e a d i n g s i n g i n g s a l o o n i n t h e t o w n , t h e S t a r Museum a n d 

C o n c e r t H a l l . I n 1843 t h e p r o p r i e t o r , W i l l i a m S h a r p i e s , was 
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f r u s t r a t e d i n h i s b i d f o r a t h e a t r e l i c e n c e f o r h i s e x p e n s i v e 

l y r e m o d e l l e d p r e m i s e s b y p e t i t i o n e r s t o t h e b e n c h l e d b y 

B o l t o n ' s v i c a r , who c o m p l a i n e d o f t h e d e g e n e r a c y o f t h e 

c o n c e r t r o o m . ^ 5 The f o l l o w i n g y e a r t h e same l o b b y s e c u r e d 

a m a g i s t r a t e ' s o r d e r p r o h i b i t i n g Sunday p e r f o r m a n c e s a t t h e 

S t a r . ^ B u t t h e l o c a l m i l l h a n d s v o t e d w i t h t h e i r f e e t a n d 

t h e S t a r ' s p o p u l a r i t y c o n t i n u e d t o grow. When t h e S t a r 

b u r n t down i n 18 52 c h u r c h a n d c h a p e l t o o k t h e l e a d i n f o r m i n g 

a n a n t i - s i n g i n g s a l o o n a s s o c i a t i o n p l e d g e d t o p r e v e n t i t s 

r e s u r r e c t i o n , a n d s u c c e s s f u l l y p e t i t i o n e d a t t h e a n n u a l 
6 7 

b r e w s t e r s e s s i o n s f o r t h e s u s p e n s i o n o f S h a r p i e s ' l i c e n c e . 

B u t t h e m a g i s t r a t e s ' a c t i o n i s n o t n e c e s s a r i l y e v i d e n c e o f 

a g e n u i n e c o n c e r n f o r p u b l i c m o r a l i t y , f o r a r e v e a l i n g 

c o mmentary i n t h e E r a , t h e n a t i o n a l t r a d e p a p e r o f t h e 

l i c e n c e d v i c t u a l l e r s , c l a i m e d t h a t t h e b e n c h d i s c r i m i n a t e d 
a g a i n s t S h a r p i e s f o r p o l i t i c a l a n d c o m m e r c i a l r e a s o n s : a s 

L i b e r a l s , t h e m a g i s t r a t e s w e r e a n x i o u s t o r e t a i n t h e c h a p e l 

v o t e i n a f o r t h c o m i n g m u n i c i p a l e l e c t i o n ; a s l a n d l o r d s o f 

o t h e r p u b l i c h o u s e s i n t o w n , t h e y w e r e s e c u r i n g t h e i r own 
6 8 

t e n a n t s a g a i n s t t h e p o w e r f u l c o m p e t i t i o n o f t h e S t a r . 

E l s e w h e r e , a s we h a v e s e e n i n t h e r e m a r k s o f t h e L o n d o n J . P . 

q u o t e d a b o v e , m a g i s t r a t e s w e r e a c t i v e l y s y m p a t h e t i c t o w a r d s 

p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n - - s e v e r a l who a p p e a r e d b e f o r e t h e s e l e c t 

c o m m i t t e e o n l i c e n c i n g i n t h e e a r l y 850s c l e a r l y r e c o g n i s e d 

t h e a d e q u a t e s o c i a l c o n t r o l s b u i l t i n t o t h e s i n g i n g s a l o o n s 
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69 a n d w e r e p r e p a r e d t o d e f e n d them. On o t h e r o c c a s i o n s 

m a g i s t r a t e s w e r e r e s p e c t f u l o f p o p u l a r t r a d i t i o n s ; some 

i n v o k e d t h e S t u a r t Book o f S p o r t s i n d e f e n c e o f Sunday s p o r t 

and e v i n c e d g r e a t d i s t a s t e f o r a c t i o n s b r o u g h t o n t h e e v i d e n c e 
70 

o f common i n f o r m e r s , a f r e q u e n t d e v i c e o f t h e S a b b a t a r i a n s . 

Thus t h e r e was o b v i o u s l y g r e a t l o c a l a nd i n d i v i d u a l , v a r i a t i o n 

i n t h e a t t i t u d e s o f t h e m a g i s t r a c y , t h o u g h on b a l a n c e t h e y 

w e r e p r o b a b l y more r e p r e s s i v e t h a n b e n e v o l e n t . 

O t h e r l o c a l b o d i e s w e r e f r e q u e n t l y h o s t i l e t o 

t r a d i t i o n a l amusements. I n L o n d o n , t h e Common C o u n c i l i n t h e 

C i t y ( l a r g e l y u n d e r t h e p r o m p t i n g o f i t s M e t h o d i s t c o n t i n g e n t , 

so we a r e t o l d ) s t r a n g l e d t h e h i s t o r i c B a r t h o l o m e w F a i r b y 
71 

d e g r e e s . D u r i n g t h e 1840s t h e y r a i s e d t h e r e n t s f o r s t a l l 

h o l d e r s , l i m i t e d t h e d u r a t i o n o f t h e f a i r , a n d s u c c e e d e d i n 

f o r c i n g i t t o u s e a n o t h e r , l e s s c o n v e n i e n t , s i t e . Thus ' o l d 

B a r t l e m y ' was d e a d by 1854, f o l l o w i n g t h e f a t e o f s e v e r a l 
72 

o t h e r L o n d o n f a i r s (some d e s p a t c h e d by p r i v a t e b i l l s ) . 

R o b e r t S l a n e y , a n M.P. g r e a t l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e c o n t r a c t i o n 

o f p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n , a c c u s e d l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s o f a l l o w i n g 
n u i s a n c e s a t f a i r s t o go u n c h e c k e d i n o r d e r t o b u i l d up a 

73 

c a s e f o r t h e i r c o m p l e t e s u p p r e s s i o n . M u n i c i p a l i n c o r p o r a t i o n 

i n t h e m i d - 1 8 3 0 s g a v e o f f i c e t o a g e n e r a t i o n o f c o u n c i l l o r s 

g r e a t l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h r e t r e n c h m e n t , s o m e t i m e s a t t h e e x p e n s e 

o f t r a d i t i o n a l f e s t i v i t i e s — t h e f a t g e e s e r o a s t e d t o c e l e b r a t e 
74 

s u c c e s s a t M i c h a e l m a s e l e c t i o n s d i s a p p e a r e d i n m o s t b o r o u g h s . 
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O t h e r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n s c o u l d t r i m away t i m e -

h o n o u r e d l o c a l r e c r e a t i o n s — W . E. Adams r e c a l l e d how t h e 

i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e New P o o r Law i n C h e l t e n h a m i n t h e 1 4 0 s 

p u t a n end t o t h e a g r e e a b l e a n n u a l r i t u a l o f ' b e a t i n g t h e 

b o u n d s ' , f o r i t d i s c o n t i n u e d t h e s u b s i d y w h i c h , u n d e r t h e o l d 
7 5 

l a w , h a d p a i d f o r t h e w a g o n l o a d s o f d r i n k . I n c o r p o r a t i o n 

c o u l d p r o d u c e a n o f f i c i o u s l o c a l b u r e a u c r a c y — i n B o l t o n , t h e 

i n s p e c t o r o f n u i s a n c e s was i n d e f a t i g a b l e i n h i s c a m p a i g n t o 
e x t e r m i n a t e p i g e o n - f l y i n g , a v e r y p o p u l a r w o r k i n g c l a s s 

. 76 s p o r t . 

The o f f i c e r s who had t h e g r e a t e s t i m p a c t u p o n p o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n s w e r e t h e o f f i c e r s o f t h e new p o l i c e . T h e y w e r e 

o r g a n i s e d i n b o t h t o w n a n d c o u n t r y s i d e d u r i n g t h e s e d e c a d e s , 

f o l l o w i n g t h e m o d e l o f P e e l ' s r e f o r m o f t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n 

p o l i c e i n 1829. C o n s t a b l e s w e r e s o o n a p r o m i n e n t f e a t u r e o f 

t h e f a i r g r o u n d a n d r a c e t r a c k : i n t e r c e p t i n g t h e S w e l l Mob, 

f l u s h i n g o u t t h e p i c k p o c k e t s a n d o t h e r s m a l l f r y , a n d h a r a s 

s i n g t h e i t i n e r a n t s h o w p e o p l e whom t h e y r e g a r d e d a s a c o v e r 
77 

f o r t h e c r i m i n a l n u i s a n c e . The p o l i c e e n f o r c e d t h e l a w 

a g a i n s t b l o o d s p o r t s . I n S p i t a l f i e l d s i n L o n d o n , f o r e x a m p l e 

t h e y p u t a n e n d t o t h e b u l l - r u n n i n g o n E a s t e r Monday, a n 

o c c a s i o n w h i c h t h e o l d s p e c i a l s h a d b e e n p o w e r l e s s t o c o n t r o l 

The b o b b i e s w e r e a l s o e f f e c t i v e i n c u r t a i l i n g o t h e r w i l d 

s p o r t s , s u c h a s t h e S h r o v e T u e s d a y f o o t b a l l game i n D e r b y , 

w h i c h e n g u l f e d t h e s t r e e t s w i t h i t s mob o f p l a y e r s , b u t w h i c h 



y i e l d e d t o o f f i c i a l l i m i t a t i o n s i n 1 8 4 6 . / y 

T h e r e was c o n s i d e r a b l e o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n 

o f t h e new p o l i c e f r o m a l l l e v e l s o f s o c i e t y , a n d t h e r e i s 

some i n d i c a t i o n t h a t t h e y w e r e i n i t i a l l y c a u t i o u s i n i n t e r -
8 0 

f e r i n g w i t h p o p u l a r p l e a s u r e s ; e v e n t u a l l y , h o w e v e r , i t was 

o n l y by c o n s p i c u o u s z e a l i n s u c h m a t t e r s t h a t t h e y c o u l d 

j u s t i f y t h e i r e x i s t e n c e t o t h e more c a n t a n k e r o u s a n d 

i n f l u e n t i a l among t h e r a t e p a y e r s . 'Where a r e t h e new p o l i c e ? ' 

became a common c r y i n l e t t e r s t o t h e B o l t o n p r e s s i n t h e 

184 0 s — w h y d i d t h e o f f i c e r s o f t h i s o f f e n s i v e new i n s t i t u t i o n 

( m a i n t a i n e d a t g r e a t l o c a l e x p e n s e ) do n o t h i n g a b o u t t h e 

y o u n g men p l a y i n g p i t c h a n d t o s s i n G r e a t Moor S t r e e t , a b o u t 

t h e b o y s p l a y i n g ' p i g g y ' (a L a n c a s h i r e game o f t i p - c a t ) b e h i n d 

W a l m s l e y ' s W a r e h o u s e , a b o u t t h e c r o w d s o f l o u t s who g a t h e r e d 
81 

t o c h e e r on p e d e s t r i a n r a c e s a n d o b s t r u c t e d r i g h t s o f way? 

The l i s t o f c a s e s b e f o r e t h e l o c a l c o u r t s show t h a t t h e p o l i c e 

d i d i n d e e d come t o b e a r down h e a v i l y u p o n t h e s e ' n u i s a n c e s ' ; 

t h e p l a y e r s and s p e c t a t o r s o f s t r e e t games w e r e p r o s e c u t e d 

f o r o b s t r u c t i o n , t r e s p a s s , b r e a c h e s o f t h e p e a c e , v a g r a n c y , 
8 2 

a n d d e s e c r a t i o n o f t h e S a b b a t h . Thus t h e p o l i c e i n v a d e d 

t h e d a i l y o c c a s i o n s f o r r e c r e a t i o n a s w e l l a s t h e p o p u l a r 

f e s t i v a l s o f t h e f a i r a n d r a c e - m e e t i n g . I n c l e a r i n g t h e 

s t r e e t s , t h e y n o t o n l y t h r e a t e n e d t o d e p r i v e t h e w o r k i n g 

c l a s s o f t h e i r l a s t r e s o r t o f p u b l i c a s s e m b l y , b u t a l s o c u t 

o f f many o f i t s d i v e r s i o n s by m o v i n g on t h e s t r e e t p e r f o r m e r s . 
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The h o s t i l i t y o f t h e r e f o r m a s s o c i a t i o n s a n d l o c a l 

a u t h o r i t i e s was o n l y t h e m o s t f o r c e f u l e x p r e s s i o n o f a 

g e n e r a l m i d d l e - c l a s s i m p a t i e n c e w i t h t h e i n t r a c t a b l e c r u d i t i e s 

a n d e x c e s s o f s o much o f p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n . The r e s p e c t a b l e 

c i t i z e n s o f B o l t o n who demanded p o l i c e a c t i o n a g a i n s t s t r e e t 

games were n o t j u s t c o n c e r n e d t o c r i t i c i s e t h e e f f i c i e n c y o f 

a d i s t a s t e f u l new s e r v i c e , b u t w e r e g e n e r a l l y a f f r o n t e d b y 

w h a t t h e y saw a n d h e a r d o f . I n a n age o f p r o g r e s s a n d 

r a t i o n a l i t y i t was f r a n k l y i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e t h a t p e o p l e s h o u l d 

amuse t h e m s e l v e s b y e a t i n g s c a l d i n g p o r r i d g e w i t h t h e i r 

f i n g e r s o r s t r i p p i n g t h e w i c k s f r o m a p o u n d o f c a n d l e s w i t h 

t h e i r t e e t h , a l l f o r t h e s a k e o f a w a g e r a n d t h e a p p l a u s e o f 
84 

an a u d i e n c e o f l i k e - m i n d e d b o o b i e s . T h e s e e x e r c i s e s w e r e 

p o p u l a r c o n t e s t s a t t h e y e a r l y H a l s h a w Wakes h e l d n e a r B o l t o n , 

b u t s i m i l a r f e a t s t o o k p l a c e a l l t h e y e a r r o u n d — e i g h t p o u n d s 

o f t r e a c l e consumed i n t w e n t y m i n u t e s b y a b u t c h e r ' s a s s i s 

t a n t ( t h e commonest o f p a r t i c i p a n t s ) p r o v i d e s a t y p i c a l 
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e x a m p l e . S u c h d i s p l a y s w e r e g e n e r a l l y a t t e n d e d b y a g r e a t 

d e a l o f d r i n k i n g a nd g a m b l i n g . The g e n t r y a nd t h e r e s p e c t a b l e 

m i d d l e c l a s s e s r e c o i l e d f r o m s u c h u n c o u t h c o n g e n i a l i t i e s a n d , 

l i k e t h e c l e r g y , no l o n g e r a p p e a r e d a s p a t r o n s o f t h e l o c a l 

f a i r s a n d f e a s t s . 

One p e r s i s t e n t d e f e n c e o f t h e a b e r r a t i o n s w i t n e s s e d 

a t t h e a n n u a l f e s t i v a l s — t h a t t h e y p r o v i d e d a s a f e t y v a l v e 

f o r t h e d i s c o n t e n t s a nd f r u s t r a t i o n s o f a h a r d - d r i v e n w o r k i n g 
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p e o p l e — f o u n d no s u p p o r t among t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

s i n c e t h i s t r a d i t i o n a l l i c e n c e e n c o u r a g e d r e c r u d e s c e n c e s o f 

s a t u r n a l i a w h i c h t h e y f o u n d o f f e n s i v e t o t h e i r s e n s e o f 

s t a t i o n . I n L a n c a s h i r e a t E a s t e r t i m e t h e a n c i e n t p r a c t i c e o f 

b e g g i n g f o r e g g s o r ' p e a c e - e g g i n g ' h a d become t h e e x c u s e 

f o r g a n g s o f y o u t h s t o d r e s s i n o u t l a n d i s h g a r b a n d m a r c h i n 

p r o c e s s i o n f r o m pub t o p u b , b l o w i n g t r u m p e t s a n d b a n g i n g o n 

t h e t a b l e s t i l l f r e e ^ d r i n k was b r o u g h t . R e s p e c t a b l e p a s s e r s -

by w e r e b a d g e r e d i n t o c o n t r i b u t i n g d r i n k money, and-

H e n r y R i c h a r d r e c o r d e d a n o c c a s i o n when 'a r a b b l e s o r t ' 
g 

s t o r m e d t h e C o m m e r c i a l Room o f h i s h o t e l i n s e a r c h o f t r i b u t e . 

A t A s h t o n i n C h e s h i r e , r e v e l l e r s demanded b e e r money f o r t h e 

B l a c k K n i g h t , who was p a r a d e d i n e f f i g y a t t h e a n n u a l f a i r -

m i s s i l e s h u r l e d a t t h e K n i g h t h a d a way o f b r e a k i n g w i n d o w s 
8 7 

o r s p a t t e r i n g t h e b e t t e r - d r e s s e d b y s t a n d e r s . I t d o e s n o t 

seem m e r e l y f a n c i f u l t o d e t e c t a c e r t a i n r e t a l i a t o r y edge t o 

t h e s e c e l e b r a t i o n s — a p o p u l a r r e t o r t t o t h e s t u d i e d n e g l e c t , 

compounded b y o f f i c i a l h a r a s s m e n t , w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i s e d t h e 
a t t i t u d e s o f t h e s u p e r i o r c l a s s e s t o t h e w o r k i n g man's 

8 8 
amusements. 

B e f o r e t u r n i n g t o c o n s i d e r t h e g e n e r a l r e s p o n s e o f 

t h e l o w e r o r d e r s , i t s h o u l d be n o t e d t h a t t h e r e w e r e some 

g r e a t p o p u l a r f e s t i v a l s w h i c h s i g n i f i c a n t l y r e s i s t e d c u r t a i l 

m e nt, t h o u g h c a s t i g a t e d a s m o r a l l y d e g e n e r a t e . R a c e m e e t i n g s 

h e a d t h i s c a t e g o r y . R a c i n g h a d l o n g b e e n a t a r g e t f o r t h e 
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r e f o r m e r s o f m a n n e r s — a n e a r l y s i g n o f W i l b e r f o r c e 1 s c o n v e r 

s i o n h a d b e e n h i s p o i n t e d r e f u s a l o f t h e s t e w a r d s h i p o f Y o r k 

89 
r a c e s xn 1790 — b u t t h e a r i s t o c r a c y w e r e s u c c e s s f u l i n 
p r o t e c t i n g t h e s p o r t f r o m i t s e n e m i e s . A c o m m i t t e e o f t h e 

House o f L o r d s c o n s i d e r e d t h a t t h e t r a d i t i o n a l a r g u m e n t s f o r 

t h e d e f e n c e s t i l l h e l d g o o d i n t h e 184 0 s : 

The C o m m i t t e e t h i n k i t d e s i r a b l e t h a t t h i s amusement 
s h o u l d be u p h e l d , b e c a u s e i t i s i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h a 
l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d n a t i o n a l t a s t e , b e c a u s e i t s e r v e s 
t o b r i n g t o g e t h e r f o r a common o b j e c t , v a s t b o d i e s o f 
p e o p l e i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y , a n d t o 
p r o m o t e i n t e r c o u r s e b e t w e e n d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s o f 
s o c i e t y . 

The c o m m i t t e e w e n t on t o r e c a l l how M a n c h e s t e r r a c e s h a d b e e n 

a l l o w e d t o t a k e p l a c e i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e P e t e r l o o m a s s a c r e ; 

d e s p i t e o f f i c i a l m i s g i v i n g s , t h e m e e t i n g h a d n o t p r o v i d e d a 

new r a l l y i n g g r o u n d f o r t h e d i s a f f e c t e d , b u t had a f f o r d e d a 
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t h r e e - d a y a r m i s t i c e . The s p o r t c o u l d a l s o be d e f e n d e d a s 

n e c e s s a r y f o r m a i n t a i n i n g t h e g o o d q u a l i t y o f E n g l i s h b l o o d 

s t o c k . T h e r e w e r e p r o b l e m s o f p u b l i c o r d e r on t h e t u r f , b u t 

t h e J o c k e y C l u b , t h e a r i s t o c r a t i c g o v e r n i n g b o d y , s u c c e s s f u l l y 
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p u t i t s own h o u s e i n o r d e r d u r i n g t h e '40s a n d '50s. So t h e 

r a c e m e e t i n g r e m a i n e d a s t r o n g h o l d o f a r i s t o c r a t i c p a t r o n a g e 

a n d l i f e s t y l e , t r a d i n g o n t h e p a t r i o t i c c l a i m s a n d s t a t u s 

a s s o c i a t i o n s o f e q u e s t r i a n i s m ; i t s b r o a d a n d h a r m o n i o u s s o c i a l 

m i x r e c e i v e d i t s a p o t h e o s i s i n . F r i t h ' s c l a s s i c p i c t u r e , 

D e r b y Day, p a i n t e d i n 1858. 
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R a c i n g i n c r e a s e d i n p o p u l a r i t y w i t h t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s 

i n t h i s p e r i o d , a n d c e r t a i n b i g c i t y m e e t i n g s became a l m o s t 

e x c l u s i v e l y p r o l e t a r i a n o c c a s i o n s . T h i s was t r u e a t 

M a n c h e s t e r , N e w c a s t l e , a nd a t D o n c a s t e r , w h e r e by 1850 i t 

was a m a t t e r o f comment t h a t " t h e f a m i l y c a r r i a g e h a s b e e n 
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s u p e r s e d e d b y t h e b u s . " The s p r e a d o f e x c u r s i o n t r a f f i c , 

a n d t h e c o n t i n u i n g l u r e o f a d a y i n t h e o p e n , a c c o u n t f o r 

some o f t h e g r o w t h , b u t a n a d d i t i o n a l a t t r a c t i o n was q u i t e 

o b v i o u s l y t h e b e t t i n g m a r k e t . T h e r e was a n immense i n c r e a s e 

o f o n - c o u r s e b e t t i n g f o r i n d i v i d u a l l y s m a l l sums, a n d t h e 

e d i t o r o f B e l l ' s L i f e i n L o n d o n , t h e l e a d i n g s p o r t i n g p a p e r , 
c o n c l u d e d : "The g r e a t m a j o r i t y o f b e t t e r s a r e p e r s o n s f r o m 
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t h e m a n u f a c t u r i n g t o w n s . " A s a b e t t i n g medium, r a c i n g was 

a l s o p o p u l a r away f r o m t h e t r a c k : o f f - c o u r s e b e t t i n g s h o p s 

p r o l i f e r a t e d , a n d a v i d p u n t e r s hung o v e r b r i d g e s t o c a t c h 

t h e name o f t h e b i g r a c e w i n n e r f r o m t h e f i r e m a n a s t h e 

e x p r e s s t r a i n f l a s h e d t h r o u g h . I n t h e l i g h t o f modern 

e x a m i n a t i o n s o f b e t t i n g , t h i s phenomenon c a n be r e c k o n e d a s 
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p a r t o f t h e c o m p e n s a t i o n a c t i v i t y o f t h e s o c i a l l y d e p r i v e d ; 

t o t h e g o v e r n m e n t i t r e p r e s e n t e d a t h r e a t t o p r o p e r t y , f o r i t 

was f e a r e d t h a t g a m b l i n g d e b t s w o u l d l e a d t h e workman t o t h e f t , 

a n d t h e shopman t o p l u n d e r h i s m a s t e r ' s t i l l . The remedy was 

t h e 1853 a c t f o r s u p p r e s s i n g b e t t i n g s h o p s , w h i c h a l s o o u t 

l a w e d t h e p r o m o t i o n o f b e t t i n g l i s t s i n t h e p u b s . The 

l e g i s l a t i o n was meant t o e l i m i n a t e e x c e s s i v e b e t t i n g f r o m t h e 
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t o w n s , t h o u g h t h e g e n t l e m a n ' s r i g h t t o w a g e r was p r o t e c t e d by 

s i g n i f i c a n t l o o p h o l e s i n t h e new l a w ' ( P a l m e r s t o n was s u p p o s e d 

l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r c u t t i n g o u t some o f t h e b i l l ' s more d r a s t i c 

p r o p o s a l s i n t h e c o m m i t t e e s t a g e ) . The a c t was n e v e r a v e r y 

w a t e r t i g h t m e a s u r e a n d , i n a n y c a s e , b e t t i n g was s t i l l 
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p e r m i t t e d a t t h e r a c e m e e t i n g i t s e l f . To p r o h i b i t b e t t i n g 

o n t h e c o u r s e w o u l d h a v e i n v i t e d p o l i t i c a l d i s a s t e r , b u t t h i s 

r e l a t i v e t o l e r a n c e s u g g e s t s t h a t , a s a s a f e t y v a l v e , t h e r a c e 

m e e t i n g was r e g a r d e d by t h e a u t h o r i t i e s a s a m a n a g e a b l e 

e x p l o s i o n ; b e c a u s e o f t h e p r e s e n c e o f t h e u p p e r c l a s s e s , and 

p e r h a p s t o o b e c a u s e t h e r a c e m e e t i n g c r a c k l e d away i n a k i n d 

o f q u a r a n t i n e on t h e e d g e s o f t o w n s o r b e y o n d . 
The p r i z e r i n g d e s e r v e s some a t t e n t i o n a t t h i s p o i n t , 

s i n c e i t d i s p l a y e d a s o c i a l f o r m u l a s i m i l a r t o t h a t o f t h e 
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T u r f . I t had a l o n g h i s t o r y o f a r i s t o c r a t i c p a t r o n a g e , b u t 

a l l c l a s s e s a n d c a l l i n g s w e r e f o u n d among i t s f o l l o w e r s , 

g i v i n g t h e s p o r t " i t s d o m i n a n t f e e l i n g o f s o c i a l e q u a l i t y . " 

The f i s t was " E n g l a n d ' s n a t i o n a l weapon," a n d t h e f i s t f i g h t , 

c l a i m e d t h e R i n g ' s s u p p o r t e r s , k e p t a l i v e t h e s p i r i t o f 

W a t e r l o o . P r i z e m a t c h e s w e r e g e n e r a l l y f o u g h t i n t h e c o u n t r y 

s i d e , a n d t h e s t y l e o f t h e s p o r t was h e a v i l y r u s t i c ; "on t h e 

w h o l e , " o b s e r v e d D i c k e n s , " t h e a s s o c i a t i o n s e n t w i n e d w i t h t h e 
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p u g i l i s t i c a r t a r e much i n t h e manner o f I z a a k W a l t o n . " A s 

w i t h t h e T u r f , t h e r e was much g a m b l i n g , c o n s i d e r a b l e p i e c e m e a l 

c o m m e r c i a l i s a t i o n , a n d a p r o n o u n c e d c r i m i n a l f r i n g e . The R i n g 
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was v e r y p o p u l a r w i t h t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s . The c h a m p i o n 

f i g h t e r s w e r e g r e a t p o p u l a r h e r o e s who o f t e n p r o v i d e d a f o c u s 

f o r f i e r c e l o c a l l o y a l t i e s , a n d news o f t h e b i g m a t c h e s 
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b r o u g h t e x c i t e m e n t t o t h e s l u m s . A s t h e c o s t e r m o n g e r s t o l d 

Mayhew, f i g h t i n g was c o n s i d e r e d a n e c e s s a r y p a r t o f a n y b o y ' s 

e d u c a t i o n , a nd t h e r a t h e r p o r t l y m u s c u l a r i t y a n d r u b i c u n d 
c o m p l e x i o n o f t h e p u g i l i s t e m b o d i e d p o p u l a r i d e a l s o f p h y s i c a l 
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h e a l t h . A s u c c e s s f u l c a r e e r i n t h e R i n g f o r a w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

p r o f e s s i o n a l c o u l d mean s u b s t a n t i a l e n r i c h m e n t a n d t h e company 

o f n o b i l i t y — a t l e a s t i t g e n e r a l l y m eant e n o u g h money t o o p e n 

a p u b . 

B u t t h e p r i z e f i g h t was a b l o o d y and; u n r u l y a f f a i r , 

a n d i t came u n d e r h e a v y a t t a c k f r o m h u m a n i t a r i a n s and r e f o r 

m i n g magistrates."'"^"'" P u b l i c a n s who p r o m o t e d f i g h t s w e r e 

p r o s e c u t e d f o r b r e a c h e s o f t h e p e a c e , o r w e r e u n a b l e t o r e n e w 

t h e i r l i q u o r l i c e n c e a t t h e n e x t b r e w s t e r s e s s i o n s ; o n t h e 

n o t i n f r e q u e n t o c c a s i o n s when a p u g i l i s t was s l u g g e d t o d e a t h , 

h i s a d v e r s a r y was c h a r g e d w i t h h o m i c i d e . The c o m i n g o f t h e 

new p o l i c e i n c r e a s e d t h e o d d s a g a i n s t t h e s p o r t ' s s u r v i v a l , 

b u t a few h a r d y p r o m o t e r s c o n t i n u e d t o t r a d e u p o n s u c h 
i n t e l l i g e n c e a s t h a t " t h e C o n s t a b l e s a n d J u s t i c e s s l e p t more 
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s o u n d l y i n C a m b r i d g s h i r e t h a n i n E s s e x , " a n d t h e R i n g 

s u r v i v e d i n a somewhat a t t e n u a t e d b u t l a r g e l y u n r e f o r m e d s t a t e . 

I n 1860 t h e g r e a t i n t e r n a t i o n a l m a t c h b e t w e e n S a y e r s a n d 

Heenan p r o v i d e d t h e f i n a l c l i m a x f o r p u g i l i s m a n d r e v e a l e d t h e 
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s u b t e r f u g e s t o w h i c h i t s s u p p o r t e r s h a d had t o r e s o r t . A 

s p e c i a l t r a i n l e f t L o n d o n b e f o r e dawn, b o u n d f o r a s e c r e t 

r e n d e z v o u s b e y o n d t h e r e a c h o f mounted p o l i c e p a t r o l s ; t h e 

c o n t e n d e r s h a d g o n e b e f o r e , i n d i s g u i s e . The p r e s s g e n e r a l l y 

t r e a t e d t h e e v e n t a s a b r u t a l a n a c h r o n i s m , b u t a s s e r t i o n s o f 

t h e t r a d i t i o n a l w a r r a n t y f o r t h e s p o r t w e r e s t i l l h e a r d : i n 

t h e Commons, L o r d P a l m e r s t o n (who was a c c u s e d o f c o n n i v i n g a t 

t h e o u t w i t t i n g o f t h e a u t h o r i t i e s ) made p l a i n h i s p e r s o n a l 
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a p p r o v a l o f t h e R i n g a s a m a n l y e x e r c i s e i n s e l f - d e f e n c e . 

The l o r d l y p a t r o n a g e o f p r i z e - f i g h t i n g h a d by t h e n g r e a t l y 

d e c l i n e d , b u t o n s u c h o c c a s i o n s , a n d i n t h e i r c o n t i n u i n g 

p r e s e n c e o n t h e T u r f , t h e a r i s t o c r a c y showed t h e m s e l v e s t h e 

c u s t o d i a n s o f c e r t a i n o f t h e g r e a t m y t h s o f t h e E n g l i s h a t 

p l a y — t h e e g a l i t a r i a n b o n h o m i e o f t h e s p o r t i n g e v e n t , a n d 

t h e n e c e s s a r y r o l e o f t h e f i s t f i g h t i n b u i l d i n g a s t u r d y 

n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r . A s a p o l o g i a f o r two h e a v i l y c r i t i c i s e d 

i n s t i t u t i o n s t h e s e s e n t i m e n t s p r o v i d e d some p r o t e c t i o n f o r 

p o p u l a r p a r t i c i p a t i o n . 

G e n e r a l l y , h o w e v e r , t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s c o u l d c o u n t 

o n l i t t l e p r o t e c t i o n f o r t h e i r amusements f r o m t h e i r b e t t e r s ; 

how, t h e n , d i d t h e y r e a c t t o t h e c a m p a i g n s a g a i n s t p o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n ? R e f o r m e r s o f t e n met w i t h h a r a s s m e n t : p a r i s h 

o f f i c e r s a t t e m p t i n g t o e n f o r c e S u n day c l o s i n g w e r e s e r e n a d e d 

w i t h ' r o u g h m u s i c ' a n d t h e c l a n g i n g o f d u s t m e n ' s b e l l s ; 

r a c e g o e r s a n d f a i r g r o u n d c r o w d s o c c a s i o n a l l y m a n h a n d l e d 



r e l i g i o u s f a n a t i c s who h a r a n g u e d them on t h e i r s i n f u l n e s s . " 1 " ^ 

T h e r e w e r e a l s o o c c a s i o n s o f f i e r c e r a n d more s u s t a i n e d 

r e s i s t a n c e . The d r a g o o n s h a d f i n a l l y t o be c a l l e d i n t o 

a s s i s t t h e p o l i c e i n s u p p r e s s i n g t h e a n n u a l b u l l - r u n n i n g a t 

S t a m f o r d i n L i n c o l n s h i r e i n 1 8 3 9 , s u c h was t h e d e f i a n t 
105 

p o p u l a r s u p p o r t f o r t h e s p o r t . A s i m i l a r t h o u g h c o m p a r a 

t i v e l y m i n o r i n c i d e n t i n B e r k s h i r e i s a r e m i n d e r t h a t t h e s e 

o c c a s i o n s w e r e n o t o n l y s p o r t i n g e v e n t s b u t e x p r e s s i o n s o f 

c o m m u n i t y , a n d d e f e n d e d a s s u c h : i n Wokingham, a l o c a l a l d e r 

man d o n a t e d t h e b u l l , a n d t h e p r o c e e d s f r o m t h e s a l e o f t h e 

d e a d a n i m a l (whose meat was a l l e g e d l y i m p r o v e d by b a i t i n g ) 

w e n t t o c h a r i t y , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e h i d e , w h i c h made s h o e s f o r 

t h e poor."*"^ I n a s m a l l c o u n t r y t o w n s u c h a n o c c a s i o n w o u l d 

d o m i n a t e t h e c a l e n d a r . I n t h e c l u s t e r o f m a n u f a c t u r i n g t o w n s 

a n d i n d u s t r i a l v i l l a g e s i n L a n c a s h i r e t h e r e w e r e so many 

f e a s t s a n d wakes t h a t some succumbed t o r e f o r m p r e s s u r e s 

w i t h o u t a r o u s i n g a n y r e c o r d e d p o p u l a r p r o t e s t — i n B o l t o n a n d 

d i s t r i c t , H o r w i c h r a c e s , t h e C r o s s K e y s F a i r a n d Tonge F o l d 

F a i r d i s a p p e a r e d q u i e t l y w i t h i n a f e w y e a r s o f e a c h o t h e r i n 

t h e l a t e ' 4 0 s , a t t h e a p p a r e n t l y u n c o n t e s t e d p r o m p t i n g s o f 
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" m o r a l i s t s " and " i n f l u e n t i a l g e n t l e m e n . " What e x c i t e d 

d e t e r m i n e d r e s i s t a n c e i n t h e b i g t o w n s w e r e m e a s u r e s w h i c h 

t h r e a t e n e d t h e more f r e q u e n t i n c i d e n c e o f r e c r e a t i o n . I n 

B o l t o n i n 1 8 5 3 , t h e w o r k i n g - c l a s s s e c u l a r i s t s o c i e t y s u c c e s s 

f u l l y o r g a n i s e d mass p r o t e s t m e e t i n g s a g a i n s t S a b b a t a r i a n 
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108 p r o p o s a l s t o c l o s e t h e p ubs on S u n d a y . Two y e a r s l a t e r 

t h e r e w e r e s e r i o u s r i o t s i n L o n d o n a g a i n s t s i m i l a r m e a s u r e s ; 

i n t h i s c a s e n o t o n l y r e c r e a t i o n b u t d o m e s t i c h a b i t was 

t h r e a t e n e d , f o r P a r l i a m e n t was p r o p o s i n g t o s t o p a l l t r a d i n g 
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m t h e c i t y on S u n d a y . S u c h c a m p a i g n s w e r e i n t e r p r e t e d a s 

a n a t t a c k u p o n t h e w h o l e f a b r i c o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e . 

The l a n g u a g e o f r e s i s t a n c e shows t h a t w o r k i n g men 

o f t e n saw t h e s e c o n f r o n t a t i o n s a s p a r t o f a b r o a d e r s o c i a l 

a n d p o l i t i c a l c o n f l i c t . T h e r e i s , f o r i n s t a n c e , a s t o r y ( i t s 

o r i g i n s a s y e t s t i l l o b s c u r e ) o f how t h e C h a r t i s t s t o o k up 

t h e c a s e o f t h e p r o p r i e t o r o f a L o n d o n s a l o o n t h e a t r e who 

was p r o s e c u t e d f o r p l a y i n g t h e d r a m a , a t a t i m e when d r a m a t i c 

l i c e n c e s w e r e s t i l l " r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e p a t e n t t h e a t r e s . The 

C h a r t i s t s p i c k e t e d W e s t m i n s t e r c a r r y i n g p l a c a r d s w i t h t h e . 

f o l l o w i n g l e g e n d s : "Freedom f o r t h e P e o p l e ' s Amusements"; 

" W o r k e r s Want T h e a t r e s " ; "One Law f o r t h e R i c h , A n o t h e r f o r 

t h e P o o r . " 1 1 0 A more r e l i a b l e e x a m p l e i s p r o v i d e d by t h e 

B o l t o n p r o t e s t e r s a g a i n s t S a b b a t a r i a n i s m , whose l e a d e r s 

w e r e v e t e r a n s o f t h e r a d i c a l p o l i t i c s o f t h e '40s; t h e l a t t e r 

r e p e a t e d a l o n g a n d w e l l - r e h e a r s e d c a t a l o g u e o f g r i e v a n c e s 

a g a i n s t t h e l o c a l c l e r g y — h o w t h e y had s a b o t a g e d t h e P e e l P a r k 

scheme, o b s t r u c t e d Sunday e x c u r s i o n s , v e t o e d t h e M e c h a n i c s ' 

I n s t i t u t e , a n d n e g l e c t e d t h e w e l f a r e o f t h e p e o p l e i n t h e h a r d 

t i m e s o f p r e v i o u s y e a r s . 1 1 1 I n N e w c a s t l e - u p o n - T y n e i n t h e 

same y e a r a workman w a r n e d h i s m a t e s a g a i n s t t h e s h o p k e e p e r s 
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a n d c l e r g y m e n o f a l o c a l a n t i - r a c e c o m m i t t e e i n w o r d s w h i c h 

c a r r y t h e a u t h e n t i c n o t e o f c l a s s h o s t i l i t y : 

T h e y p r o m i s e n o u g h t t o r e p l a c e t h i s workman's h o l i 
d a y ... . T hey w o u l d l e g i s l a t e f o r o u r m o r a l s ... 
i n t h e i r d e s i r e t o d e n y u s r e c r e a t i o n a n d amusement 
t h e y o n l y a d d a n o t h e r t o t h e many p r o o f s t h e y h a v e 
a l r e a d y g i v e n u s o f t h e i r u t t e r i g n o r a n c e o f human 
n a t u r e ... . T hey a r e v e r y f o n d o f i n d u l g i n g i n 
i n v e c t i v e s a g a i n s t t h e p u b l i c a n , b u t t h e m o s t c a s u a l 
o b s e r v e r among them c a n n o t f a i l t o h a v e p e r c e i v e d 
t h a t t h i s b o d y f u r n i s h e s t h e o n l y i n s t a n c e s o f p r o v i 
d i n g amusements w h i c h , j u d g i n g f r o m t h e p a t r o n a g e 
t h e y h a v e r e c e i v e d , a p p e a r t o be m o s t i n demand ... . 
T h ey o n l y s p e a k o f workmen's i n t e l l i g e n c e o n r a r e 
o c c a s i o n s and d i s p l a y c o n c e r n f o r t h e i r w e l f a r e when 
t h e y w a n t t o u s e u s t o p r o m o t e a scheme o f t h e i r 
own . . . . I w o u l d s a y t o y o u t h e n , my f e l l o w w o r k i n g 
men, be up a n d s t i r r i n g i n t h i s m a t t e r ; y o u , more 
t h a n e i t h e r t h e p u b l i c a n o r t h e b r e w e r , a r e i n t e r e s t e d 
i n i t , a s i t i s o n l y t h e p r e l u d e t o a s e r i e s o f 
a t t e m p t s t o p r e v e n t , i f p o s s i b l e , a l l r e c r e a t i o n a n d 
a m u s e m e n t — i t i s t h e t h i n e d g e o f t h e wedge w h i c h 
t h e y w i l l u s e a l l t h e i r e f f o r t s t o d r i v e home.!-^ 

G i v e n t h e s e e x a m p l e s o f d e f i a n c e i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o 

e x p l a i n away o c c a s i o n s when p o p u l a r f e s t i v a l s l a p s e d w i t h o u t 

demur i n t e r m s o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s i n d i f f e r e n c e . I n a n o p e n 

l e t t e r t o t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r i n 1856 a t t a c k i n g t h e c e s s a t i o n 

o f Sunday b a n d c o n c e r t s i n L o n d o n p a r k s u n d e r p r e s s u r e f r o m 

t h e b i s h o p s , t h e r a d i c a l , G. J . H o l y o a k e , was a n x i o u s t o 

c o u n t e r t h i s i m p r e s s i o n . " I t i s , " he s a i d , "a f a r c e t o t a l k 

o f , a n d a w r o n g t o a s s u m e , t h e ' i n d i f f e r e n c e o f t h e p e o p l e ' 

f r o m t h e i r s i l e n c e — e v e n o n q u e s t i o n s v i t a l t o t h em." I t was, 

h o w e v e r , i n H o l y o a k e ' s e x p e r i e n c e , d i f f i c u l t t o m a r s h a l 

p o p u l a r o p p o s i t i o n , and t h u s many a b r i d g m e n t s o f p o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n seemed t o p a s s w i t h o u t o f f e n s e , u n t i l a c c u m u l a t e d 
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r e s e n t m e n t f i n a l l y e x p l o d e d i n r i o t , a s i n t h e c a s e o f t h e 
113 

S u n d a y t r a d i n g r i o t s i n L o n d o n i n t h e p r e v i o u s y e a r . 

H o l y o a k e ' s c o n t e n t i o n s a r e s o u n d , b u t i t seems l i k e l y t o o 

t h a t t h e w o r k i n g man was b e t t e r a b l e t o a c c e p t a n d o v e r c o m e 

many o f t h e u n d o u b t e d l o s s e s o f t h e s e y e a r s b e c a u s e o f t h e 

e m e r g e n c e o f a new u r b a n p o p u l a r c u l t u r e whose r e c r e a t i o n s 

w e r e more a p p r o p r i a t e t o t h e e n v i r o n m e n t o f t h e m o d e r n 

i n d u s t r i a l t o w n . 

I n m o v i n g o n t o c o n s i d e r t h e s i n g i n g s a l o o n s a s one 

o f t h e more p r o m i n e n t a n d , i n m i d d l e - c l a s s e y e s , more 

d i s t u r b i n g m a n i f e s t a t i o n s o f t h e new p o p u l a r c u l t u r e , we meet 

up w i t h t h e m o s t f o r m i d a b l e v e s t e d i n t e r e s t i n p o p u l a r 
114 

r e c r e a t i o n — t h e p u b l i c a n . The p r i m a c y o f t h e p u b l i c a n 

d e r i v e d i n l a r g e p a r t f r o m h i s d o m i n a t i n g p o s i t i o n i n t h e 

f o o d a n d d r i n k t r a d e , a n d t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i a l s k i l l s he 

d i s p l a y e d i n h i s s t e w a r d s h i p o f t h e pub. He s a n g i n t h e pub 

h a r m o n i c s o c i e t y a n d p r e s i d e d o v e r t h e D e r b y s w e e p s t a k e s ; he 

p r o v i d e d t h e p r i z e s f o r t h e c l u b s w h i c h met o n h i s p r e m i s e s ; 

he p l a y e d h o s t a n d s t a k e h o l d e r t o t h e v a r i o u s s p o r t i n g 

f r a t e r n i t i e s , a n d g a v e c o v e r t o ' l i s t m e n 1 , t h e e a r l y b o o k 

m a k e r s ; he p u t up t h e l e g o f m u t t o n o r t h e new c h e m i s e f o r 

w h i c h c o n t e s t a n t s d a n c e d o r r a n a t t h e l o c a l f a i r . He a l s o 

s o l d t h e r e f r e s h m e n t s f o r t h e f a i r , l i k e J a c k E n t w h i s t l e o f 

t h e F a l c o n a n d F o u r F a c t o r i e s a t C r o s s K e y s F a i r i n B o l t o n , 

" b e t t e r known a s Happy J a c k — t h e r e i n a l l h i s g l o r y , 
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115 s u r r o u n d e d by b e e r b a r r e l s and b e e r b u y e r s . " T h i s was t h e 

' g e n i a l B o n i f a c e ' , t h e p e o p l e ' s f r i e n d l y m ajor-domo. M o r e o v e r , 

h i s c e n t r a l p o s i t i o n i n p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n , a s t h e w o r k i n g 

man f r o m N e w c a s t l e h a d i n d i c a t e d , was r e i n f o r c e d by t h e 

w i t h d r a w a l o f s u c h e r s t w h i l e p a t r o n s a s t h e c l e r g y and o t h e r 

l o c a l w o r t h i e s . 

The p u b l i c a n had t o d e f e n d h i s commanding p o s i t i o n 

a g a i n s t t h e r e f o r m e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e t e m p e r a n c e movement. 

H i s f r e e b e e r f u e l l e d many o f t h e w o r k i n g - c l a s s d e m o n s t r a t i o n s 

n o t e d a b o v e , a n d p u b l i c a n s Cor l i c e n c e d v i c t u a l l e r s a s t h e y 

i n c r e a s i n g l y p r e f e r r e d t o b e known) f o r m e d t r a d e p r o t e c t i o n 

s o c i e t i e s whose f u n c t i o n i n c l u d e d p r o p a g a n d a i n w h i c h t h e 

p u b l i c a n s t o o d f o r t h e v e r y i d e a l i n g o o d l i v i n g , a s we may 

l e a r n f r o m a r e p o r t o f t h e M a n c h e s t e r l i c e n c e d v i c t u a l l e r s ' 

a n n u a l d i n n e r i n 1 8 5 0 : " Here w e r e j o l l y f a c e s , h e a l t h f u l 

c o u n t e n a n c e s and a t h l e t i c men, whose t h e w s showed t h e 

s t r e n g t h t h a t r o a s t b e e f , p l u m p u d d i n g a n d J o h n B a r l e y c o r n 

c r e a t e . " The g l o w i n g i m age was c o n t r a s t e d w i t h t h a t o f 

t e m p e r a n c e d i n e r s p i c k i n g a t t h e i r f o o d — " a s p a l e , d e c a y e d 
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a n d t h i n a s e t o f human b e i n g s a s e v e r s c o w l e d on h u m a n i t y . " 

I n h i s d e f e n c e t h e p u b l i c a n a l s o l a i d c l a i m t o a u n i q u e 

p r o f e s s i o n a l e x p e r t i s e . " P u b l i c amusements," a r g u e d t h e E r a 

" i s a t r a d e a n d a m y s t e r y and r e q u i r e s t o be l e a r n e d l i k e a n y 

o t h e r t r a d e ... no a m a t e u r e v e r v e n t u r e d i n t o i t w i t h o u t 
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d a m a g i n g i t s c h a r a c t e r , a n d i n j u r i n g i t s p r o f e s s o r s . " 
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T h i s r e t o r t was made i n c r i t i c i s m o f a p a r t i c u l a r 

a t t e m p t by c l e r g y m e n t o p r o v i d e amusements w h i c h w o u l d c o u n t e r 

t h e a t t r a c t i o n s o f t h e p u b , b u t t h e p u b l i c a n was more t h r e a 

t e n e d d u r i n g t h i s e r a by c o m p e t i t i o n f r o m w i t h i n h i s own 

b a i l i w i c k . The B e e r s h o p A c t o f 183 0 had t h r o w n o p e n t h e 

r e t a i l t r a d e i n b e e r , a l l o w i n g a n y r a t e p a y e r t o b r e w a n d 

s e l l b e e r on h i s p r e m i s e s ; l i c e n c e s w e r e a v a i l a b l e f r o m t h e 

l o c a l e x c i s e o f f i c e r , a n d t h e b e e r s h o p p r o p r i e t o r d i d n o t , 

l i k e t h e p u b l i c a n , h a v e t o p r e s e n t s u r e t i e s o f s o l v e n c y a n d 

g o o d c h a r a c t e r , o r s u b m i t t o t h e m a g i s t r a t e s f o r t h e a n n u a l 
118 

r e n e w a l o f h i s l i c e n c e . B e e r s h o p s p r o l i f e r a t e d . The 

p u b l i c a n was a l s o l i k e l y t o f i n d h i m s e l f i n c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h 

h i s own k i n d , f o r t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f e n t r y i n t o p u b l i c h o u s e 

p r o p r i e t o r s h i p h a d a l s o become e a s i e r u n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e o f 
119 

t h e f r e e l i c e n c i n g movement. P u b l i c a n s made s h i f t t o o u t 

f a c e t h e i r r i v a l s — a s one o f t h e m e x p l a i n e d t o a g o v e r n m e n t 

c o m m i t t e e i n 1 8 3 1 , t h e s e a r c h f o r e x t r a a t t r a c t i o n s h a d l e d 
h i m and h i s f e l l o w s t o r e s o r t t o " v e r y g r e a t show a n d 
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o r n a m e n t . " Hence t h e e l a b o r a t i o n s o f t h e g i n p a l a c e a n d 

t h e r e g u l a r e n t e r t a i n m e n t o f t h e s i n g i n g s a l o o n , w h i c h show• 

t h e p u b l i c a n o n t h e d e f e n c e a s much a s o n t h e make. G i v e n 

t h e b u r g e o n i n g ' c u r r e n t i n t h e s t r e e t s , ' t h e s i t u a t i o n was 

a l m o s t c e r t a i n l y n e v e r a s b a d a s t h e t r a d e made o u t — o n e 

w i t n e s s who knew t h e b u s i n e s s f r o m t h e i n s i d e m a i n t a i n e d t h a t 

some L o n d o n p u b l i c a n s h a d i n c r e a s e d t h e i r p r o f i t s so s u b s t a n -
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t i a l l y i n t h e '30s t h a t t h e y w e r e d i v e r s i f y i n g i n t o s t e a m b o a t 
121 

e x c u r s i o n s . B u t many o f them w e r e w o r r i e d a b o u t h a n g i n g 

on t o t h e i r s h a r e o f t h e d r i n k i n g p u b l i c ; a s r i v a l l e i s u r e 

a t t r a c t i o n s m u l t i p l i e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g d e c a d e s , p u b l i c a n s 

came t o c o n f o r m l e s s t o t h e p o p u l a r image o f a g e n i a l 

B o n i f a c e t h a n t o D i c k e n s 1 p i c t u r e o f t h e p r o p r i e t o r o f a 
L i v e r p o o l s i n g i n g s a l o o n : "Mr. L i c e n c e d V i c t u a l l e r ... a 
s h a r p a n d w a t c h f u l man, w i t h t i g h t l i p s a n d a c o m p l e t e e d i t i o n 

122 
o f C o c k e r ' s a r i t h m e t i c i n e a c h e y e . " 

The c o m m e r c i a l o p e r a t i o n o f t h e s i n g i n g s a l o o n s 

r e v e a l s a l s o t h a t d e s p i t e g r o w t h t h e r e w e r e s i g n i f i c a n t 

e c o n o m i c a n d s o c i a l l i m i t a t i o n s t o t h e l e i s u r e m a r k e t o f t h e 

p e r i o d . R evenue came f r o m t h e s a l e o f f o o d a n d d r i n k , p a r t i 

c u l a r l y t h e l a t t e r . A d m i s s i o n t o t h e s a l o o n s was by p u r c h a s e 

o f a r e f r e s h m e n t c h e c k , a b r o n z e o r c o p p e r d i s c b e a r i n g t h e 

name o f t h e pub a n d t h e v a l u e o f t h e r e f r e s h m e n t s f o r w h i c h 

i t was e x c h a n g e a b l e i n s i d e t h e h a l l ( i n some a r e a s t h i s 

p r a c t i c e r e l i e v e d t h e p u b l i c a n o f t h e n e e d t o h o l d a m u s i c 

l i c e n c e , a n d a l s o o b v i a t e d a n o l d l a w f o r b i d d i n g t h e t a k i n g 

o f money f o r a d m i s s i o n on S u n d a y s , o f t e n a p o p u l a r n i g h t a t 
123 

t h e s a l o o n s ) . The p u b l i c a n t r i e d t o s e l l more d r i n k t h a n 

t h a t p r o v i d e d o n t h e r e f r e s h m e n t c h e c k — h e h ad t o c o v e r 

r i s i n g r e n t s a n d i n c r e a s e d o v e r h e a d s . The c h a i r m a n , who 

c o n d u c t e d t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t , was t h e r e f o r e r e q u i r e d t o e n s u r e 

f r e q u e n t b r e a k s f o r o r d e r i n g d r i n k s , s e t t i n g a p e r s o n a l 
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e x a m p l e by h i s own r e a d i n e s s t o a c c e p t a g l a s s f r o m t h e 

a u d i e n c e . H i s d u t i e s w e r e g r a p h i c a l l y d e s c r i b e d by a 

L a n c a s h i r e m a g i s t r a t e : 

... t h e r e w e r e d i v e r t i n g p l e a s a n t f e l l o w s who h a d 
w h a t i s c a l l e d ' t h e r u n o f t h e i r t e e t h ' ; t h a t i s , 
t h e y w e r e a l l o w e d t o e a t and d r i n k , and t h e y w e r e 
e m p l o y e d by t h e p u b l i c a n s t o s i n g s o n g s a n d t e l l 
s t o r i e s , a n d b a d g e r a n y c o u n t r y f e l l o w who came 
t i l l t h e y made h i m d r i n k . 1 2 4 

The w a i t e r s , t o o , k e p t up t h e p r e s s u r e , a s a n o t h e r w i t n e s s 

r e c o r d e d : " ( V i s i t o r s ) a r e s o o n made t o u n d e r s t a n d b y t h e 

w a i t e r c o m i n g t o t h e m t h a t t h e y m u s t o r d e r d r i n k o r l e a v e 

t h e p l a c e ... t h e y a r e c o m p e l l e d t o o r d e r d r i n k a s t h e 
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c o n d i t i o n o f r e m a i n i n g t o w i t n e s s t h e p e r f o r m a n c e . " T h e s e 

p r a c t i c e s d e m o n s t r a t e t h a t h o w e v e r numerous p o p u l a r demand 

m i g h t h a v e b e e n , i t was n o t v e r y e f f e c t i v e i n t e r m s o f s p e n d i n g 

p o w e r — a f u l l s i n g i n g s a l o o n d i d n o t a u t o m a t i c a l l y g u a r a n t e e 

a f u l l t i l l . The r e f r e s h m e n t t i c k e t a n d t h e i m p o r t u n i t i e s o f 

t h e s a l o o n s t a f f w e r e n e c e s s a r y d e v i c e s t o p r i s e r e v e n u e f r o m 

t h e meagre c o m p e t e n c e s o f a w o r k i n g - c l a s s p u b l i c w i t h no 

e s t a b l i s h e d h a b i t o f d i r e c t p a yment f o r e n t e r t a i n m e n t , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y n o t f o r e n t e r t a i n m e n t a s f a m i l i a r a n d l a r g e l y 

s e l f - g e n e r a t e d a s t h e f r e e a n d e a s y . The s i n g i n g s a l o o n s w e r e 

c a l l e d i n t o b e i n g b y t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s , and t h e w o r k i n g 

c l a s s e s a s s e r t e d a r e m a r k a b l e d e g r e e o f p o p u l a r c o n t r o l o v e r 

them. N o t u n t i l t h e 1 8 5 0 s d i d c e r t a i n o f t h e more e n t e r p r i 

s i n g p u b l i c a n e n t r e p r e n e u r s d e v i s e a new a n d more r e m u n e r a t i v e 

m a r k e t f o r m u l a . 
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In the meantime the saloons flourished as a popular 

i n s t i t u t i o n . The new tavern concerts were most numerous in 

London and the North. Between 1829 and 1849 applications for 

music and dancing licences to the Middlesex bench increased 
126 

eig h t f o l d , and an increasing proportion of these were granted. 

By the 1840s London had a substantial body of professionals 

working the singing saloons; they had t h e i r own benevolent 
society and used the Hope Tavern off Drury Lane as a clearing 

127 
house for engagements. Here was evidence of a growing 

commercialisation and r e g u l a r i t y . There were th r i v i n g music 

rooms i n Manchester by 1834, there being six to one street i n 

Ancoats alone. "Many of them," reported one observer a l e r t 

to the conspicuous consumption of the poor, "have an organ, 
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or a pianoforte, or a musical clock worth 150 guineas." 
From Preston i n 1851, James Hudson reported: "Singing-rooms 
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are numerous, prosperous and constantly well-attended." 

At f i r s t the music had only been provided i n the winter months, 

but by the 184 0s concerts were being held throughout the year, 

and the entertainment and appointments were on a grander scale. 

William Dodd has l e f t us a good picture of a t h r i v i n g singing 

saloon i n his description of The J o l l y Hatters i n Stockport 

in 1842, where a large extension had just been opened. This 

annexe, the 'Thespian Gallery and Temple of the Muses,' was 

" b e a u t i f u l l y painted and well furnished," and could accommodate 
130 

four to f i v e hundred customers for i t s nightly performances. 



46 

A g o o d e x a m p l e o f t h e r i s e o f t h e s i n g i n g s a l o o n t o 

a d o m i n a t i n g l o c a l p o s i t i o n i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s r e c r e a t i o n i s 
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p r o v i d e d by t h e S t a r i n B o l t o n . Opened i n 1840 b y Thomas 

S h a r p i e s , a p r o m i n e n t p u b l i c a n o f t h e t o w n , t h e S t a r h a d 

g r a d u a l l y e x p a n d e d u n d e r h i s s o n ' s management t o i n c o r p o r a t e 

a p i c t u r e g a l l e r y , museum an d m e n a g e r i e . The museum h e l d 

h i s t o r i c a l r e l i c s s u c h a s t h e a x e r e p u t e d t o h a v e b e e n u s e d 

a t D e r b y ' s e x e c u t i o n , g e o l o g i c a l s p e c i m e n s , s t u f f e d b i r d s , a 

p h o t o g r a p h i c s t u d i o , a n d a s h i p ' s m a i n m a s t c o m p l e t e w i t h 

r i g g i n g . L e c t u r e s o n t h e s e v a r i o u s e x h i b i t s a n d t o p i c a l 

s u b j e c t s s u c h a s i m m i g r a t i o n w e r e h e l d i n t h e S t a r , a s w e l l 

a s t h e m u s i c and d a n c i n g a s s o c i a t e d w i t h s a l o o n e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 

"The p r i n c i p l e o f t h e c o n c e r t room," e x p l a i n e d G e o r g e G r a y , 

t h e m a n a g e r , " i s t o c o m b i n e s o c i a l e n j o y m e n t w i t h w h o l e s o m e 

i n s t r u c t i o n . " R e f e r r i n g t o d i s a p p o i n t i n g e x p e r i m e n t s i n 

p o p u l a r e d u c a t i o n , he c h a m p i o n e d t h e s a l o o n s a s " t h e o n l y 
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e n g i n e s f o r p u b l i c i n s t r u c t i o n now e x i s t i n g i n s o c i e t y . " 

G r a y ' s f o r m u l a was c e r t a i n l y a t t r a c t i v e t o t h e B o l t o n w o r k i n g 

c l a s s . The S t a r c o u l d h o l d o v e r a t h o u s a n d f o l k , a nd a t 

w e e k e n d s i n p a r t i c u l a r i t was b u r s t i n g a t t h e seams w i t h t h e 

i n f l u x o f e x c u r s i o n c r o w d s f r o m s u r r o u n d i n g t o w n s . A s c o r e 

o f m i n o r r i v a l s o p e r a t e d i n i t s shadow, b u t i n 1852 i t 

a c c o u n t e d f o r t h e b i g g e s t s h a r e o f t h e e s t i m a t e d n i g h t l y 
a t t e n d a n c e o f t h r e e t o f o u r t h o u s a n d a t B o l t o n ' s s i n g i n g 

133 
s a l o o n s . I t was p a r t i c u l a r l y a t t r a c t i v e t o t h e y o u n g o f 
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b o t h s e x e s , who u s e d t h e S t a r f o r t h e i r c o u r t i n g ; m o s t o f them 
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w e r e u n a t t e n d e d b y t h e i r p a r e n t s . S h a r p i e s ' a c c o u n t b o o k s 

p r o v i d e s e v e r a l e x a m p l e s o f t h e h e a d a c h e s o f management, b u t 

t h e y show t o o , a m i d t h e c o n f u s i o n s o f h i s own p e r s o n a l s t y l e 

o f a c c o u n t i n g , t h a t t h e S t a r y i e l d e d a handsome a n d r e g u l a r 
4 T - 4 . 135 p r o f i t . 

The e n t e r t a i n m e n t s e t b e f o r e t h e s a l o o n a u d i e n c e s was 

d i v e r s e i n i t s m a t e r i a l s , i l l u s t r a t i n g t h e w i d e r e s o u r c e s o f 

p o p u l a r c u l t u r e ; t h e s o n g s , d a n c e s a n d t r i c k s w e r e d e r i v e d 

f r o m t h e t r a v e l l i n g show and p o p u l a r t h e a t r e , t h e v i l l a g e 

g r e e n and t h e s t r e e t , t h e d r a w i n g room a n d t h e c h u r c h , a n d 

t h e r e c e n t l y i m p o r t e d n i g g e r m i n s t r e l shows. The s t y l e was 

b o i s t e r o u s , v u l g a r and i r r e v e r e n t — D o d d , i n h i s 184 2 d e s c r i p 

t i o n o f The J o l l y H a t t e r s a t S t o c k p o r t , n o t e d a s a t i r i c a l s o n g 

e n t i t l e d 'The P a r s o n and h i s P i g s ' , a y o u n g woman " i n a 
13 6 

s t y l i s h u n d r e s s , " a n d "an i n d e c e n t m o n g r e l k i n d o f d a n c e . " 

The s a l o o n a u d i e n c e a l s o had a t a s t e f o r s p e c t a c l e ( t a b l e a u x 
137 

o f b a t t l e s c e n e s and r e p r o d u c t i o n s o f g r e a t h i s t o r i c e v e n t s ) 

b u t e s s e n t i a l t o a l l p e r f o r m a n c e s was t h e c h o r u s s i n g i n g , i n 

w h i c h t h e a u d i e n c e came i n t o i t s own. The f i e r c e e n t h u s i a s m 

o f t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i s d e s c r i b e d h e r e b y a member o f t h e 

' i m p r o v i n g ' p r e s s , who r e c o r d s w i t h some amazement t h e l e s e -

m a j e s t e v i s i t e d u p o n some o f h i s own f a v o u r i t e s o n g s : 
By name, t h e y a r e o f t e n t h e same a s we s e e i n m u s i c -
s e l l e r s ' w i ndows a n d o n o u r own d r a w i n g - r o o m t a b l e s ; 
b u t t h e y a r e g a r b l e d a n d i n t e r p o l a t e d h e r e i n a manner 
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t o d e f y d e s c r i p t i o n . T hey a r e s u n g , o r r a t h e r r o a r e d , 
w i t h a vehemence t h a t i s s t u n n i n g , a n d a c c o m p a n i e d 
w i t h s p o k e n p a s s a g e s o f t h e m o s t o u t r a g e o u s c h a r a c t e r s . 
A t t h e end o f e v e r y v e r s e t h e a u d i e n c e t a k e s up t h e 
c h o r u s w i t h a z e s t and v i g o u r w h i c h s p e a k s v o l u m e s — 
t h e y s i n g , t h e y r o a r , t h e y y e l l , t h e y s c r e a m , t h e y 
g e t o n t h e i r l e g s and w a v i n g d i r t y h a n d s a n d r a g g e d 
h a t s b e l l o w a g a i n t i l l t h e i r v o i c e s c r a c k . When t h e 
s o n g i s e n d e d , a n d t h e s i n g e r w i t h d r a w s , t h e y e n c o r e 
h i m w i t h a p e a l t h a t seems e n o u g h t o b r i n g t h e r o t t i n g 
r o o f o n t h e i r h e a d s . 1 3 8 

W h a t e v e r t h e a b a n d o n , t h e p r o c e d u r e was w e l l f o r m a l i s e d b y 

t h e 1 8 5 0 s : " ... programme b o o k s t h i c k a s a m a g a z i n e a r e 

l a i d u pon t h e t a b l e s f o r o u r a c c e p t a n c e , a n d a s t h e s o n g i s 

a n n o u n c e d b y t h e c h a i r m a n , he r e f e r s y o u t o t h e number i n t h e 
139 

v o l u m e , b e n e a t h " w h i c h y o u may f i n d t h e w o r d s . " 

The s i n g i n g s a l o o n s i n p a r t i c u l a r e m p h a s i s e t h e 

c o n t i n u i n g s t r e n g t h s o f p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n — t h e v i t a l i t y a n d 

c a p a c i t y f o r a d a p t a t i o n . T h e i r s u c c e s s r e p r e s e n t s a v i c t o r y 

o v e r t h e c o n s t r i c t i o n s a n d i m p e r s o n a l i t y o f t h e new t o w n s . 

They u t i l i s e d a nd s t r e t c h e d e x i s t i n g r e s o u r c e s t o accommodate 

t h e i n c r e a s i n g numbers f r o m t h e s t r e e t who w e r e h u n g r y f o r 

company a n d d i v e r s i o n . A s w i t h t h e g i n p a l a c e ( o f t e n one a n d 

t h e same s e t o f p r e m i s e s w i t h t h e s a l o o n ) t h e g a s l i g h t a nd 

o t h e r a d v a n c e s i n t e c h n o l o g y w e r e p r e s s e d i n t o s e r v i c e t o 
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a l l o w f o r g r e a t l y e n l a r g e d a s s e m b l i e s , y e t s a l o o n e n t e r t a i n 

ment d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e r e t e n t i o n o f a n e s s e n t i a l l y human s c a l e 

w i t h i n t h e s e new d i m e n s i o n s — c h o r u s s i n g i n g was h a r d l y a v e r y 

e d i f y i n g r i t u a l b u t i t p r o v i d e d f o r t h e s p i r i t e d e x p r e s s i o n 

o f a common g e n i a l i t y . I t m u s t be n o t e d t o o t h a t d e s p i t e t h e 
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i n c e s s a n t c l a t t e r o f b o n h o m i e g o o d o r d e r p r e v a i l e d among t h e 

s i n g i n g s a l o o n c r o w d s . I n h i s t o u r o f L a n c a s h i r e i n 1 8 4 2 , t h e 

j o u r n a l i s t a nd h i s t o r i a n C o o k e T a y l o r r e c o r d e d : " I h a v e g o n e 

i n t o some o f t h e c o n c e r t - r o o m s a t t a c h e d t o f a v o u r e d p u b l i c 

h o u s e s w h i c h t h e y ( t h e o p e r a t i v e s o f M a n c h e s t e r ) f r e q u e n t , 

a n d I h a v e n e v e r b e e n i n a more o r d e r l y and b e t t e r b e h a v e d 
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company." Some t e n y e a r s l a t e r a s p okesman f o r a 
M a n c h e s t e r a s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e r e f o r m o f p u b l i c h o u s e s f o u n d 

no n e e d t o demand a n y a l t e r a t i o n i n t h e h o u r s w h i c h t h e 

s i n g i n g s a l o o n s k e p t b e c a u s e he a l l o w e d : "The p e o p l e r e g u l a t e 
142 

t h e h o u r s — a l l t h e w o r k i n g p e o p l e l e a v e by 9.30." The same 

w i t n e s s a l s o a c k n o w l e d g e d t h a t t h e r e was v e r y l i t t l e d r u n k e n 

n e s s among s a l o o n a u d i e n c e s , a n d S h a r p i e s ' a c c o u n t s t e s t i f y 
14 

t h a t g i n g e r b e e r o r 'pop' s o l d a s w e l l a s t h e s t r o n g e r s t u f f . 
The S t a r i n B o l t o n , w i t h i t s w i d e r a n g e o f a t t r a c t i o n s , 

shows how t h e s a l o o n c o u l d meet t h e p o p u l a r t h i r s t f o r 

i n s t r u c t i o n a s w e l l a s e n t e r t a i n m e n t . F r o m B o l t o n t o o , t h e r e 

i s e v i d e n c e o f how t h e s a l o o n s c o u l d f i g h t o f f t h e a t t a c k s o f 

t h e r e f o r m e r s , f o r S h a r p i e s e v e n t u a l l y d e f e a t e d t h e d e s i g n s 

o f t h e l o c a l a n t i - s i n g i n g s a l o o n a s s o c i a t i o n a n d r e b u i l t t h e 

S t a r a f t e r t h e 1852 f i r e . On i t s r e - o p e n i n g , t h e B o l t o n 

d i a l e c t p a p e r r e c o r d e d t h e c h e e r s o f p o p u l a r s a t i s f a c t i o n : 

We're so f a i n t o s e e t h e S t a r o p p e n o g e n , t h a t w e ' r e 
j u s t g e t t i n ' s h u t o f a b i t o f eawr s u r p l u s emoshun ... 
n e a r l y e v e r y c h o p s had a g r i n o n i t . 1 4 4 
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I n a more r e f l e c t i v e m a n n e r , a n o t h e r l o c a l c o r r e s p o n d e n t d r e w 

t h e f o l l o w i n g c o n c l u s i o n f r o m t h e c o n t r o v e r s y o v e r t h e S t a r : 

The S i n g i n g S a l o o n s , o r S i n g i n g H a l l s , a r e t h e b e s t 
g u a r a n t e e f o r r e c r e a t i o n , a nd a p p r o a c h n e a r e r t o t h e 
i n c l i n a t i o n s a nd c u s t o m s o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s t h a n 
a n y o t h e r i n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e p r e s e n t a g e . 1 4 5 

The s i n g i n g s a l o o n s a d v e r t i s e d t h e i r s u c c e s s w i t h a 

c l a m a n t a s s a u l t u p o n t h e s e n s e s , f o r t h e y w e r e c e r t a i n l y 

m o r e ' o b t r u s i v e t h a n t h e i r p r e d e c e s s o r s . W i t h t h e i r p o w e r f u l 

l i g h t i n g , t h e i r e n l a r g e d c a p a c i t y , and t h e p r e v a i l i n g 

e n t h u s i a s m f o r c h o r u s s i n g i n g , t h e y w e r e a phenomenon o f 

w h i c h f e w c a n h a v e r e m a i n e d u n a w a r e . The s a l o o n s w e r e b l a z i n g 

a r c a d e s o f l i g h t . C u s t o m e r s c r o w d e d o u t s i d e o n t h e p a v e m e n t 

w a i t i n g t o g e t i n , w h i l e t h e s o u n d s o f p o p u l a r m u s i c - m a k i n g 

w e r e r o a r e d a b r o a d — o n S u n day n i g h t s s u c h f a v o u r i t e s a s t h e 

D o x o l o g y and t h e H a l l e l u j a h C h o r u s d o m i n a t e d t h e r e p e r t o i r e . 

To F a u c h e r ' s t r a n s l a t o r , a m i d d l e - c l a s s M a n c u n i a n , t h e 

i n c l u s i o n o f hymns was a s i g n o f an i m p r o v e d t a s t e among t h e 
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w o r k i n g c l a s s e s , b u t t o o t h e r r e s p e c t a b l e c i t i z e n s t h e 

s a l o o n s a f f o r d e d f l e e t i n g p e e p s h o w s o f d e g e n e r a c y , c o n f i r m i n g 

t h e e v i d e n c e o f p r i s o n c h a p l a i n s whose y o u n g e r c h a r g e s seemed 

e v e r r e a d y t o o b l i g e w i t h t e s t i m o n i e s t o t h e c o r r u p t i n g 
147 

i n f l u e n c e s o f s u c h p l a c e s . 
The s a l o o n s w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y d i s t u r b i n g t o t h e 
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r e f o r m e r s . T hey saw t h e b r u t a l i t y a n d c r u d e n e s s o f t h e 

o l d e r t r a d i t i o n a l amusements a s t h e e x c r e s c e n c e s o f a f o l k 
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o r r u s t i c b a r b a r i s m — n o x i o u s e n o u g h , b u t u l t i m a t e l y i n c a p a b l e 

o f w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e m o r a l a d v a n c e s o f a m o d e r n s o c i e t y ; t h e y 

w e r e now c o n f r o n t e d w i t h a t h r i v i n g r e c r e a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n 

w h i c h was t h e d i r e c t p r o d u c t o f a modern u r b a n s o c i e t y , a n d 

w h i c h s o f i t t e d t h e t a s t e s a n d c o n v e n t i o n s o f a l a r g e s e c t i o n 

o f t h e members o f t h a t s o c i e t y , t h a t i t t h r e a t e n e d t o e n g r o s s 

a l l t h e i r l e i s u r e t i m e . I t was t h i s m a r k e d c a p a c i t y f o r 

autonomous r e n e w a l i n p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n w h i c h demanded o f 

r e f o r m e r s t h a t t h e i r c o u n t e r - a t t a c k be c o n s t r u c t i v e r a t h e r 

t h a n m e r e l y r e p r e s s i v e . 
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t i o n a n d F u t u r e P r o s p e c t s ( M a n c h e s t e r , 1844) , pp. 83-84. 
5 
F. P l a c e , The I m p r o v e m e n t o f t h e P e o p l e ( L o n d o n , 

1834) , p p . 1 2 - 1 5 . 
c 
C. D i c k e n s , S k e t c h e s b y B o z , 2 v o l s . ( L o n d o n , 1 8 3 6 ) , 

1 :.314-30. 
7 
J . M. L u d l o w a n d L l o y d J o n e s , The P r o g r e s s o f t h e  

W o r k i n g C l a s s , 1 832-1867 ( L o n d o n , 1 8 6 7 ) , p. 18. 
o 
J . L a w s o n , L e t t e r s . t o t h e Young o n P r o g r e s s i n P u d s e y 

( S t a n n i n g l e y , 1 8 8 7 ) , p. 58. 
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9 B o l t o n , i n t h e w o r d s o f Hobsbawm, The Age o f  
R e v o l u t i o n , 178 9-1848 (New Y o r k , M e n t o r p a p e r b a c k , 1 9 6 4 ) , 
p. 6 6 n . , was "a t y p i c a l new i n d u s t r i a l m e t r o p o l i s . " T hough 
i t h a s n o t y e t r e c e i v e d a n y a t t e n t i o n f r o m m odern u r b a n o r 
s o c i a l h i s t o r i a n s , i t s h i s t o r y i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y c a n 
be s t u d i e d f r o m C. H. S a x e l b y , B o l t o n S u r v e y ( L o n d o n , 1 9 5 3 ) ; 
H. Hamer, B o l t o n , 1838-1938 ( B o l t o n , 1 9 3 8 ) ; J . C. S c h o l e s , 
H i s t o r y o f B o l t o n ( L o n d o n , 18 9 2 ) ; W. B r i m e l o w , P o l i t i c a l a n d  
P a r l i a m e n t a r y H i s t o r y o f B o l t o n ( B o l t o n , 1 8 8 2 ) . J . C l e g g , 
A n n a l s o f B o l t o n ( B o l t o n , 1888) i s u s e f u l f o r c h r o n o l o g y . 
The c o u r s e o f u r b a n d e v e l o p m e n t i s c o v e r e d i n A. D i n g s d a l e , 
B o l t o n : A S t u d y i n U r b a n G r o w t h , 1793-1910 (B.A h o n o u r s 
t h e s i s , U n i v e r s i t y o f Durham, 1 9 6 7 ) . F o r a v e r y u s e f u l 
b i b l i o g r a p h y s e e A. S p a r k e , B i b l i o g r a p h i a B o l t o n i e n s i s ; 
( M a n c h e s t e r 1 9 1 3 ) . Of B o l t o n ' s p r e s s I h a v e m o s t f r e q u e n t l y 
u s e d t h e B o l t o n C h r o n i c l e ( B . C . ) , t h e l o n g e s t s u r v i v i n g 
n e w s p a p e r i n c o n t i n u o u s e x i s t e n c e i n t h e p e r i o d u n d e r s t u d y . 

"'•"sources f o r t h e s t u d y o f t h e p u b l i c h o u s e a r e many 
and d i v e r s e . B r i a n H a r r i s o n o f f e r s a s e l e c t i o n i n " D r i n k and 
S o b r i e t y i n E n g l a n d , " I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e v i e w o f S o c i a l H i s t o r y 
12 ( 1 9 6 7 ) : 2 0 4 - 7 6 , a n d p r o v i d e s a n a d m i r a b l e r e v i e w o f t h e 
v a r i o u s f u n c t i o n s o f t h e p u b , and t h e r o l e o f s t r o n g d r i n k i n 
s o c i e t y i n t h e 1 8 2 0 s i n h i s D r i n k and t h e V i c t o r i a n s , pp. 37-63 

" ^ Q u o t e d i n J a c k s o n , o p . c i t . , p. 47. B e e r was, o f 
c o u r s e , w i d e l y r e g a r d e d a s a s t a p l e o f t h e w o r k i n g man's d i e t , , 
a s w e l l a s a r e f r e s h m e n t . 

12 
S e l e c t C o m m i t t e e o f t h e House o f Commons ( S . C . H . C . ) , 

F u r t h e r R e p o r t on t h e L i c e n c i n g o f P l a c e s o f P u b l i c E n t e r t a i n 
m e n t , P a r l i a m e n t a r y P a p e r s , 1 8 5 4 , X I V , q q . 1 9 5 - 6 , 3175. 

13 . . 
F o r t h e g e n e r a l p r o m i n e n c e o f t h e s o c i e t i e s i n 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n L a n c a s h i r e , s e e 
J . H. C l a p h a m , An E c o n o m i c H i s t o r y o f M o d e r n B r i t a i n , 3 v o l s . 
( C a m b r i d g e , 1 9 3 2 ) , 2 : 4 7 1 - 7 3 ; P. H. J . H. G o s d e n , The  
F r i e n d l y S o c i e t i e s i n E n g l a n d , 1815-1875 ( M a n c h e s t e r , 1961) , 
pp. 6 2 - 6 6 , 1 1 5 - 2 7 . 

1 4 B . C . , 4 S e p t e m b e r 1 8 4 1 , 16 J u l y 1 8 4 2 , 31 A u g u s t 185 0 . 
T h e r e i s a u s e f u l l i s t o f c l u b a n n i v e r s a r i e s i n i b i d . , 17 
A u g u s t 185 0 . 

1 5 R . G r e e n h a l g h , S i x t y Y e a r s : L o c a l R e c o r d s a n d  
R e m i n i s c e n c e s , ( B o l t o n , 1 9 0 8 ) , u n p a g i n a t e d ms; S. D y s o n , L o c a l 
N o t e s a n d R e m i n i s c e n c e s o f F a r n w o r t h ( F a r n w o r t h , 1 8 9 4 ) , p. 17, 
t y p e s c r i p t i n F a r n w o r t h , L a n e s . , C e n t r a l L i b r a r y ; A n c i e n t 
N o b l e O r d e r o f U n i t e d O d d f e l l o w s ( B o l t o n U n i t y ) F r i e n d l y 
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S o c i e t y , G r a n d L o d g e C i r c u l a r , 1 8 3 1 - 1 9 5 9 , 115 v o l s . Women's 
s o c i e t i e s f l o u r i s h e d t o o , a t l e a s t u n t i l t h e 1 8 4 0 s , a n d h e l d 
t h e i r own c e l e b r a t i o n s i n f i n e s t y l e , s e e B. T. B a r t o n , 
H i s t o r i c a l G l e a n i n g s o f B o l t o n and D i s t r i c t ( B o l t o n , 1 8 8 1 ) , 
pp. 1 1 - 1 3 . A l l t h e a b o v e s o u r c e s , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f 
D y s o n , a r e l o c a t e d i n B o l t o n R e f e r e n c e L i b r a r y ( B . R . L . ) . 

"^The s y m b o l i c and m a t e r i a l p r i m a c y o f t h e s e l e g e n d a r y 
c o m e s t i b l e s i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e comes t h r o u g h i n t h e a d d r e s s 
o f a W i l t s h i r e C h a r t i s t , who p r o m i s e d h i s a u d i e n c e " p l e n t y o f 
r o a s t b e e f , p l u m p u d d i n g a n d s t r o n g b e e r b y w o r k i n g t h r e e 
h o u r s a d a y . " Q u o t e d by B r i g g s , "The L o c a l B a c k g r o u n d o f 
C h a r t i s m , " i n h i s C h a r t i s t S t u d i e s ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 0 ) , p. 10. 
W. L. S a r g a n t , Economy o f t h e L a b o u r i n g C l a s s e s ( L o n d o n , 1 8 5 7 ) , 
p. 3 5 2 , n o t e d : "A m e c h a n i c a t a f e a s t t h i n k s h i m s e l f s c u r v i l y 
u s e d i f he i s s u p p l i e d w i t h l e s s t h a n a g a l l o n o f s t r o n g a l e . " 

17 
J . W. H u d s o n , The H i s t o r y o f A d u l t E d u c a t i o n ( L o n d o n , 

1 8 5 1 ) , pp. 148. See a l s o , p. 2 1 1 , f o r n o t i c e o f l e c t u r e s o n 
p o l i t i c s a n d a s t r o n o m y i n a L o n d o n pub. 

18 
B.C., 7 M a r c h 1 8 5 7 . T h e r e w e r e , s a i d t h e c o r r e s p o n 

d e n t , s e v e r a l w o r k i n g - c l a s s p u b s " w i t h a s y s t e m a t i c way o f 
c a r r y i n g o n d e b a t e s on a l l s u b j e c t s , m i x e d up w i t h d r i n k a nd 
t o b a c c o . " F o r more d e t a i l e d e v i d e n c e f r o m B i r m i n g h a m , s e e 
H a r r i s o n , D r i n k a n d t h e V i c t o r i a n s , p p . 337-38. 

1 Q 
F a u c h e r , - o p . c i t . f pp- 4 9 - 5 3 . F o r w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

m u s i c - m a k i n g i n i n d u s t r i a l S t a f f o r d s h i r e , s e e R. N e t t e l , 
M u s i c i n t h e F i v e Towns, 1840-1914 ( O x f o r d , 1 9 4 4 ) , pp. 7-9. 

2 0 

V. E. C h a n c e l l o r , e d . , M a s t e r and A r t i s a n m  
V i c t o r i a n E n g l a n d : The D i a r y o f W i l l i a m A n d r e w s a n d t h e  
A u t o b i o g r a p h y o f J o s e p h G u t t e r i d g e (New Y o r k , 1 9 6 9 ) , pp. 84-
87; S m i t h , The W o r k i n g Man's Way i n t h e W o r l d ( L o n d o n , 1 8 5 3 ) , 
pp. 259-60. The p i a n o i n t h e p a r l o u r s y m b o l i s e d t h e s o c i a l 
a s p i r a t i o n s o f many w o r k i n g men t h r o u g h t h e c e n t u r y , 
T. H. S. E s c o t t , S o c i a l T r a n s f o r m a t i o n s o f t h e V i c t o r i a n Age 
( L o n d o n , 1 8 9 7 ) , p. 1 6 5 . 

21 

S. B a m f o r d , W a l k s i n S o u t h L a n c a s h i r e ( B l a c k l e y , 1 8 4 4 ) , 
pp. 13-14. The p a s s a g e i s n o t w i t h o u t a c e r t a i n p a r t i s a n 
e m p h a s i s , b u t t h e s e c o n t e n t i o n s c a n b e s u b s t a n t i a t e d f r o m 
m o dern r e s e a r c h . E . g . , f o r l i t e r a c y a n d r e a d i n g t a s t e s s e e 
R. K. Webb, The B r i t i s h W o r k i n g C l a s s R e a d e r , 1780-1848 
( L o n d o n , 1 9 5 5 ) ; f o r m u s i c , E. -P. M a c k e r n e s s , A S o c i a l H i s t o r y  
o f E n g l i s h M u s i c ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 4 ) , c h a p . 4. 

2 2 1 h a v e u s e d a d a p t a t i o n h e r e i n t h e s e n s e u n d e r s t o o d 
by a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s a s " t h e a d j u s t m e n t o f a s o c i e t y t o i t s 
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e x t e r n a l a n d i n t e r n a l c o n d i t i o n s o f e x i s t e n c e . " T h i s c o n c e p t 
e m p h a s i s e s t h e n a t u r e o f ' c u l t u r e a s a n a d a p t i v e m e c h a n i s m , 
m a k i n g p o s s i b l e t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n o f human n e e d s , b o t h 
b i o l o g i c a l a n d s o c i a l . See R. L. C a r n e i r o , " C u l t u r a l 
A d a p t a t i o n , " I n t e r n a t i o n a l E n c y c l o p a e d i a o f t h e S o c i a l S c i e n c e s 
(New Y o r k , 1 9 6 8 ) , 3 : 551-54; Y. A. C o h e n , " C u l t u r e a s 
A d a p t a t i o n , " i n C o h e n , e d . , Man i n A d a p t a t i o n : The C u l t u r a l  
P r e s e n t ( C h i c a g o , 1 9 6 8 ) , pp. 4 0 - 6 0 . 

23 
S.C.H.C. on t h e O p e r a t i o n o f t h e F a c t o r y A c t s , 

F i r s t R e p o r t , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 4 0 , X, q q . 1 6 0 2 - 6 ; J . F i e l d e n , 
The C u r s e o f t h e F a c t o r y S y s t e m ( L o n d o n , 1 8 3 6 ) , p. 30. 

24 
S.C.H.C. on P u b l i c I n s t i t u t i o n s , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 6 0 , 

X X V I , q q . 444, 1484. J o h n R u s k i n d e f e n d e d t h e E n g l i s h 
w o r k i n g man's Sunday l i e - i n b e f o r e t h e same c o m m i t t e e , q. 1 6 9 3 . 
See a l s o A J o u r n e y m a n E n g i n e e r (T. W r i g h t ) , Some H a b i t s and  
C u s t o m s o f t h e W o r k i n g C l a s s e s ( L o n d o n , 18 6 7 ) , pp. 1 8 4 - 2 0 3 . 

25 
J . A. R. P i m l o t t , The E n g l i s h m a n ' s H o l i d a y : A S o c i a l  

H i s t o r y ( L o n d o n , 1 9 4 7 ) , p. 8 1 . F o r e a r l y e x a m p l e s o f e m p l o y e r s ' 
r e s t r i c t i o n s o n t r a d i t i o n a l h o l i d a y s s e e S. P o l l a r d , The G e n e s i s  
o f M o d e r n Management ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 8 ) , pp. 2 1 4 - 1 5 . 

2 6 B . D i s r a e l i , S y b i l ( L o n d o n , 1 9 0 4 ) , p. 217. The 
p r a c t i c e o f S t . Monday i s e x a m i n e d w i t h i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e 
new c o n d i t i o n s o f w o r k i n a n i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y i n Thompson, 
"T i m e , W o r k - D i s c i p l i n e , a n d I n d u s t r i a l C a p i t a l i s m , " P a s t . a n d  
P r e s e n t , n o . 38 (December 1967) , pp. 73-76. 

27 
S.C.H.C. on t h e F a c t o r y A c t s , F i r s t R e p o r t , q q . 3 7 0 -

85; B.C., 4 O c t o b e r , 15 November 1 8 3 4 , 22 May, 18 S e p t e m b e r 
1 8 4 1 ; R o y a l C o m m i s s i o n o n C h i l d r e n ' s E m p l o y m e n t , F i r s t R e p o r t , 
P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 4 2 , XV, pp. 1 3 4 - 7 . 

28 
M o r n i n g C h r o n i c l e ( L o n d o n ) , 12 A p r i l 1 8 2 8 , i n t h e 

P l a c e C o l l e c t i o n o f n e w s p a p e r c u t t i n g s , B r i t i s h Museum, 
v o l . 4 1 , "Manners and M o r a l s , " p. 43. 

2 9 
Thompson, E n g l i s h W o r k i n g C l a s s ( L o n d o n , P e n g u i n 

p a p e r b a c k , 1 9 6 8 ) , pp~. 916-39. ( A l l o t h e r r e f e r e n c e ' s t o t h i s 
w o r k a r e t o t h e A m e r i c a n e d i t i o n , s e e a b o v e , I n t r o d u c t i o n , 
p. 6n.) 

3 0 R . R o o n e y , The S t o r y o f My L i f e ( B u r y , 1 9 4 7 ) , pp. 2 8 -
29. 

3 1 B . C . , 9 A u g u s t 1834. 
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32 Thompson, "Time, W o r k - D i s c i p l i n e a n d I n d u s t r i a l 
C a p i t a l i s m , " p. 74. 

33 
A l l e n , o p . c i t . , p p . 2 2 - 2 5 . 

34 
J . L i l w a l l , A C o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e H a l f - H o l i d a y  

Q u e s t i o n ( L o n d o n , 1 8 5 6 ) , p. 25. 
35 

S.C.H.C, F u r t h e r R e p o r t o n L i c e n c i n g , q q . 2 5 9 - 6 1 . 
E v i d e n c e o f Rev. J . J . B a y l e e , s e c r e t a r y o f t h e L o r d ' s Day 
O b s e r v a n c e S o c i e t y . 

3 6 
R e p o r t s o f t h e A s s i s t a n t Hand-Loom Weavers Commis

s i o n e r s , p a r t I V , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 4 0 , X X I V , pp. 315-16. 
3 7 B . C . , 2 O c t o b e r 1 8 5 2 . 
3 8 

W. W r o t h , C r e m o r n e and t h e L a t e r L o n d o n G a r d e n s 
( L o n d o n , 1 9 0 7 ) , pp. 1 1 , 4 4 - 4 5 . 

39 
B.C., 22 J u n e 1850. The I r i s h g h e t t o i n t h e Newtown 

d i s t r i c t o f B o l t o n was, f o r e x a m p l e , a n o t o r i o u s t r o u b l e s p o t . 
C f . G. B e s t , M i d - V i c t o r i a n B r i t a i n , 1 8 51-1875 ( L o n d o n , 1 9 7 1 ) , 
p. 10. 

40 
W. C o o k e T a y l o r , N o t e s o f a T o u r i n t h e M a n u f a c t u r i n g  

D i s t r i c t s o f L a n c a s h i r e ( M a n c h e s t e r , 1 8 4 2 ) , p. 136; E. C h a d w i c k , 
R e p o r t on t h e S a n i t a r y C o n d i t i o n o f t h e L a b o u r i n g P o p u l a t i o n  
o f G r e a t B r i t a i n , 1 8 4 2 , e d . M. W. F l i n n ( E d i n b u r g h , 1 9 6 5 ) , 
p. 337. 

41 
Among t h e a n n u a l r e p o r t s t h e r e i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y g o o d 

a c c o u n t o f B o l t o n ' s New Y e a r F a i r i n B.C., 13 J a n u a r y 1872. 
W h i t s u n t i d e q u a l i f i e d a s ' t h e g r e a t e s t h o l i d a y o f t h e y e a r , 1 

a n d t h e C h r o n i c l e a l w a y s h o n o u r e d t h i s ' f e s t i v a l o f t h e p o o r 1 

w i t h a c h e e r f u l e d i t o r i a l . R e p o r t s o n H a l s h a w Moor Wakes, 
i b i d . , 5 O c t o b e r 1 8 3 3 ; Deane C h u r c h Wakes, i b i d . , 13 S e p t e m b e r 
1834; and t h e h i s t o r i c T u r t o n F a i r , i b i d . , 1 3 , 27 S e p t e m b e r 
18 51 a r e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . F o r a n i n t e r e s t i n g a c c o u n t o f 
S t . G i l e s F a i r i n O x f o r d i n t h i s p e r i o d s e e A l e x a n d e r , o p . c i t . , 
a n d f o r r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f b o i s t e r o u s t i m e s a t t h e L a n s d o w n 
F a i r i n B a t h s e e ' L o r d ' G e o r g e S a n g e r , S e v e n t y Y e a r s a Showman 
( L o n d o n , 1 9 1 0 ) , pp. 86-87. F o r f a i r s a n d wakes i n g e n e r a l 
s e e Thompson, E n g l i s h W o r k i n g C l a s s , p p. 4 03-7; M a l c o l m s o n , 
o p . c i t . , pp. 1 6 - 3 3 ; W. A d d i s o n , E n g l i s h F a i r s a nd M a r k e t s 
( L o n d o n , 1 9 5 2 ) . 

4 2 
H e n r y Mayhew r e c o r d s t h e e x o d u s o f L o n d o n ' s s t r e e t 

c h i l d r e n t o t h e D e r b y ; some a p p e a r e d a t o t h e r r a c e m e e t i n g s 
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a s f a r a f i e l d a s W o l v e r h a m p t o n . L o n d o n L a b o u r a n d . t h e L o n d o n  
P o o r , 4 v o l s . ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 7 ) , 1 : 1 6 6 , 2 6 5 , 478. D e r b y Day 
i s w e l l r e c o r d e d i n D o r e ' s e n g r a v i n g s f o r W. B. J e r r o l d , 
L o n d o n ( L o n d o n , 1872) , pp. 65-80. 

43 
C. A s p i n , L a n c a s h i r e , t h e F i r s t I n d u s t r i a l S o c i e t y 

( H e l m s h o r e , 1 9 6 9 ) , pp. 1 6 5 - 6 9 . 
44 

E r a ( L o n d o n ) , 28 J u l y 1 8 5 0 . The E r a was t h e 
n a t i o n a l t r a d e p a p e r o f t h e l i c e n c e d v i c t u a l l e r s , a n d i s a n 
e x c e l l e n t s o u r c e f o r t h e s t u d y o f p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n . 

45 
H. S h i m m i n , Town L i f e ( L i v e r p o o l , 1 8 5 8 ) , p p . 16 3 - 7 0 . 

C f . t h e r e v i v i f i c a t i o n o f G r a v e s e n d b y t h e L o n d o n e x c u r s i o n 
c r o w d s i n t h e ' 3 0 s , S.C.H.C. o n t h e O b s e r v a n c e o f t h e S a b b a t h , 
P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 3 1 - 3 2 , V I I , p. 247. 

46 
S.C.H.C. o n t h e F a c t o r y A c t s , T h i r d R e p o r t , q q . 4 0 4 7 -

54. 
47 

T h i s i s a s u g g e s t i o n made b y P r o f e s s o r C h e c k l a n d i n 
H. J . D y o s , e d . , The S t u d y o f U r b a n H i s t o r y : t h e P r o c e e d i n g s  
o f a n I n t e r n a t i o n a l Round T a b l e C o n f e r e n c e o f t h e U r b a n  
H i s t o r y G r o u p . a t G i l b e r t M u r r a y H a l l , U n i v e r s i t y o f L e i c e s t e r ,  
S e p t e m b e r 1966 ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 8 ) , p p . 3 3 7 - 4 2 . 

48 
S.C.H.C. o n D r u n k e n n e s s , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 3 4 , X I I I , 

q q . 3 3 2 7 - 3 3 . 
49 

Among t h e many d e s c r i p t i o n s o f t h e new g i n p a l a c e s 
s e e D i c k e n s , o p . c i t . , 1 : 276 - 8 7 ; F a u c h e r , o p . c i t . , p. 49. 
Gas l i g h t i n g was a n e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t i n n o v a t i o n f o r p o p u l a r 
r e c r e a t i o n , s e e W. T. O'Dea, The S o c i a l H i s t o r y o f L i g h t i n g 
( L o n d o n , 1 9 5 8 ) , p p . 1 0 5 , 185-87. 

50 
C h a n g e s i n t h e l a y - o u t o f t h e pub a r e d e s c r i b e d i n 

M. Gorham and H. M. D u n n e t t , I n s i d e t h e Pub ( L o n d o n , 1 9 5 0 ) , 
pp. 2 6 , 6 4 - 6 5 , 9 4 - 1 1 3 . 

51 
S.C.H.C. on D r u n k e n n e s s , q. 3270. 

5 2 T h e Town ( L o n d o n ) , 22 J u l y 1 837; H. V i z e t e l l y , 
G l a n c e s B a c k T h r o u g h S e v e n t y Y e a r s , 2 v o l s . ( L o n d o n , 1 8 9 3 ) , 
1 : 1 2 2 . The b a r a l s o a c t e d a s a d i s t a n c i n g d e v i c e w h i c h 
e n h a n c e d t h e g l a m o u r a n d d e s i r a b i l i t y o f t h e b a r m a i d b y m a k i n g 
h e r p h y s i c a l l y i n a c c e s s i b l e t o t h e c u s t o m e r . See J . S. C o y n e , 
"The B a r m a i d " , i n A. S m i t h , e d . , S k e t c h e s o f L o n d o n L i f e a n d 
C h a r a c t e r (London,. 1 8 5 9 ) , p p . 142-48. A. E s q u i r o s , The E n g l i s h 
a t Home, 4 v o l s . ( L o n d o n , 1 8 6 1 , 1 8 6 3 ) , 1 : 2 7 2 , n o t e d " t h e 
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p r e t t y g i r l s , p r o t e c t e d f r o m a l l human s e d u c t i o n s b e h i n d t h e 
i m p o s i n g s e r e n i t y a n d t h e O l y m p i a n m a j e s t y o f b u s i n e s s . " 

53 
D i c k e n s , l o c . c i t . 

54 
" P u b l i c Amusements," C o l b u r n ' s M o n t h l y M a g a z i n e 56 

(1838) : 300; "The Age B e f o r e t h e M u s i c H a l l s , " A l l The Y e a r  
Round 11 (December 1873) : 175-80. N o t e s h o u l d be made t o o , 
o f t h e p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f p e n n y t h e a t r e s o r 'penny g a f f s ' , 
w h i c h p r o v i d e d c h e a p e n t e r t a i n m e n t , m a i n l y f o r y o u t h s a n d 
c h i l d r e n . H e r e a g a i n , a n y a v a i l a b l e s p a c e was p r e s s e d i n t o 
s e r v i c e ; empty sho p p r e m i s e s , s t a b l e s e t c . Mayhew s t u m b l e d 
u p o n s c o r e s o f t h e s e d e n s i n h i s p e r a m b u l a t i o n s o f L o n d o n , 
o p . c i t . , 1 : 1 8 , 40 - 4 2 . 

5 5 T h e T i m e s , 18 O c t o b e r 1 8 3 4 . 

^ M a l c o l m s o n , o p . c i t . , p p . 89-107 now p r o v i d e s t h e 
f u l l e s t t r e a t m e n t o f t h i s q u e s t i o n . See a l s o M. J . Q u i n l a n , 
V i c t o r i a n P r e l u d e : A H i s t o r y o f E n g l i s h M a n n e r s , 1700-1830 
(New Y o r k , 1 9 4 1 ) ; M. J a e g e r , B e f o r e V i c t o r i a : C h a n g i n g . 
S t a n d a r d s . a n d B e h a v i o u r , 1787-1837 ( L o n d o n , 1 9 5 6 ) . F o r a 
c o n t e m p o r a r y v i e w s e e " P u b l i c Amusements: The P r e t e n s i o n s o f 
t h e E v a n g e l i c a l C l a s s , " E d i n b u r g h R e v i e w , 54 (1831) : 100-114. 

57 
R o y a l C o m m i s s i o n o n C h i l d r e n ' s E m p l o y m e n t , S e c o n d 

R e p o r t , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 4 3 , X I I I , p. 527. 
5 8 

The o l d s t y l e s p o r t i n g p a r s o n was n o t y e t a n e x t i n c t 
s p e c i e s h o w e v e r , s e e L. d e L o n g p r e ( B a r o n d ' H a u s s e z ) , 
G r e a t B r i t a i n i n 1 8 3 3 , 2 v o l s . ( L o n d o n , 1 8 3 3 ) , 1 : 2 5 1 . C l e r g y 
men w e r e n o t e d among t h e c r o w d a t t h e famous S a y e r s - H e e n a n 
p r i z e f i g h t i n 18 60, a n d t h e r e was c o n s t e r n a t i o n i n c h u r c h 
c i r c l e s i n 1874 when i t was d i s c o v e r e d t h a t t h e w i n n e r o f t h e 
S t . L e g e r was owned b y a v i c a r i n L i n c o l n s h i r e , The T i m e s , 12 
O c t o b e r 1 8 7 4 . F o r B i s h o p B l o m f i e l d a n d t h e new s t y l e , s e e 
R. A. S o l l o w a y , P r e l a t e s a n d P e o p l e : E c c l e s i a s t i c a l S o c i a l  
T h o u g h t i n E n g l a n d , 1783-1852 ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 9 ) , p p . 1 5 0 , 2 1 9 , 
240, 319-30. 

59 
H a r r i s o n , " R e l i g i o n a n d R e c r e a t i o n . " 

6 0 
M a l c o l m s o n , o p . c i t . , p p . 1 3 0 - 3 3 . 

61 
The A n t e c e d e n t s o f S a b b a t a r i a n i s m c a n be s t u d i e d i n 

W. P. B a k e r , "The O b s e r v a n c e o f S u n d a y , " i n R. L e n n a r d , e d . , 
E n g l i s h m e n a t R e s t a n d P l a y : Some P h a s e s o f E n g l i s h L e i s u r e ,  
1558-1714 ( O x f o r d , 1 9 3 1 ) , p p . 7 9 - 1 4 4 , a nd C. H i l l , S o c i e t y 
a n d P u r i t a n i s m ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 4 ) , p p . 1 4 6 - 5 3 . R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
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d e b a t e s c a n be f o u n d i n H a n s a r d , X X I I I , 21 May 1835 (when 
t h e v o l u m e o f p e t i t i o n s was r e m a r k e d ) ; X X X I I I , 21 A p r i l 1 8 3 6 ; 
L V , 14 J u l y 184 0. Agnew's b i l l s w e r e p o p u l a r l y known a s 
Agony B i l l s w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e wags, f o r b a d e e v e n t h e 
w o r k i n g o f Epsom s a l t s on a Sunday. The l e g i s l a t i o n o f t h e 
'50s i s c o n s i d e r e d b e l o w . 

6 2 
The h i s t o r y a n d r a m i f i c a t i o n s o f t h e t e m p e r a n c e 

movement a r e e x a m i n e d a t l e n g t h i n H a r r i s o n , D r i n k a n d t h e  
V i c t o r i a n s . The c o n s t r u c t i v e r o l e o f t h e movement i n 
r e c r e a t i o n i s c o n s i d e r e d b e l o w , c h a p . 2. 

6 3 
R. E. T u r n e r , James S i l k B u c k i n g h a m : A S o c i a l  

B i o g r a p h y ( L o n d o n , 1934) , pp. 3 0 1 - 2 . 
64 

J . C l e g g , e d . , A u t o b i o g r a p h y o f a L a n c a s h i r e L a w y e r 
( B o l t o n , 1883) , pp. 2 0 2 - 1 0 , 2 5 3 . R e g u l a r m e m o r i a l s t o t h e 
a n n u a l l i c e n c i n g s e s s i o n s i n B o l t o n e f f e c t i v e l y c u r t a i l e d t h e 
g r a n t o f new l i c e n c e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e 1 8 5 0 s a nd '60s. See 
t h e e d i t o r i a l comment, B.C., 31 A u g u s t 18 67. 

6 5 B . C . , 7, 14 J a n u a r y 1 8 4 3 . 
6 6 I b i d . , 28 S e p t e m b e r 1 844. 

I b i d . , 14 A u g u s t - 9 O c t o b e r 1 8 5 2 . 
6 8 

I b i d . , 29 A u g u s t - 12 S e p t e m b e r 1 8 5 2 . A s a p r o m i n e n t 
l o c a l T o r y ( l i k e m o s t p u b l i c a n s ) S h a r p i e s was o b v i o u s l y 
u n l i k e l y t o a t t r a c t t h e s y m p a t h i e s o f a p r e d o m i n a n t l y L i b e r a l 
b e n c h ; s i g n i f i c a n t l y , t h e m a g i s t r a t e s h a d r e f u s e d h i s 
i n v i t a t i o n t o v i s i t t h e S t a r , t h o u g h J . P . s i n o t h e r t o w n s h a d 
a c c e p t e d . 

69 
S.C.H.C. o n t h e L i c e n c i n g a n d R e g u l a t i o n o f P l a c e s 

o f P u b l i c E n t e r t a i n m e n t , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 5 2 - 5 3 , X X X V I I , q. 870. 
70 

S.C.H.C. on Ga m i n g , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 4 4 , V I , p. 111; 
S.C.H.C. o n t h e O b s e r v a n c e o f t h e S a b b a t h , p. 176. F o r t h e 
Book o f S p o r t s s e e M a l c o l m s o n , o p . c i t . , p p . 1 1 - 1 2 . 

71 
T. F r o s t , The O l d Showmen a n d t h e O l d L o n d o n F a i r s 

( L o n d o n , 1 8 7 4 ) , p p . 337-56. T h e r e h a d b e e n s e v e r a l p r e v i o u s 
a t t e m p t s t o s u p p r e s s t h i s famous f a i r i n t h e C i t y , w h i c h h a d 
a b o i s t e r o u s h i s t o r y . I t was t r a d i t i o n a l l y p r e c e d e d b y t h e 
p e o p l e ' s d e c l a r a t i o n o f t h e i r r i g h t t o t h i s a n c i e n t h o l i d a y . 
Gangs o f a p p r e n t i c e s — ' L a d y H o l l a n d ' s Mob'-—swarmed t h r o u g h 
t h e s t r e e t s , m a k i n g r o u g h m u s i c a n d k n o c k i n g on d o o r s ' t o 
p r o c l a i m t h e F a i r . 1 H. M o r l e y , M e m o i r s o f B a r t h o l o m e w F a i r 
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(London, 1859), pp. 446-47, 490; W. J. Linton, Recollections 
(London, 1895), pp. 14-15. 

72 
Frost, op. c i t . , pp. 263, 372; Wroth, op.cit., pp. 34-

36, 72-76. 
7 3Hansard, LVII, 22 March 1841. 
74 

W. Howitt, The Country Year Book (New York, 1850), 
p. 263. Perhaps the Michaelmas feast i s an example of what 
one u t i l i t a r i a n and p o l i t i c a l economist dismissed as the 
"grotesque devices and corporation practices which lasted i n 
English towns t i l l the Municipal B i l l swept them away." 
H. Martineau, The History of England During the Thirty Years  
Peace, 2 vols. (London, 1846-1848), 2 : 449. 

75 
W. E. Adams, Memoirs of a Social Atom, 2 vols. 

(London, 1903), 2 : 54. 
7 6 

Reports of James Fogg i n B.C., 30 November 1850; 17 
May 1851. 

77 
R. H. Mottram, P o r t r a i t of an Unknown Vi c t o r i a n 

(London, 1936), pp. 148-49; Sanger, op.cit., pp. 37-41, 178. 
The c r i m i n a l i t y of the f a i r s i s investigated at length i n the 
F i r s t Report of the Commissioners on Constabulary, P a r i . Papers, 
1839, XIX. This i s a frankly partisan document, a b r a i n - c h i l d 
of Edwin Chadwick, but i t i s an extremely useful source. 

78 
A Working Man, Scenes from My L i f e (London, 1858), 

pp. 3 0-31. Rich old gentlemen who took refuge i n doorways 
from the hullabaloo had been an easy prey for thieves. 

7 9 
Malcolmson, op . c i t . , pp. 141-42. 

8 0 
S.C.H.C. on the Observance of the Sabbath, p. 34; 

S.C.H.C. on Gaming, l o c . c i t . 
8 1 E . g . B.C., 24 A p r i l , 1 May 1841; 7 May 1842; 29 

September 184 9. 
8 2 

This was a continuous offensive, see below, chap. 4, 
and S.C.H.C. on Gaming, q. 831. 

8 3Hansard, XXXV, 11, 12 July 1836; Era, 16 May 1852. 
G. Godwin, Town Swamps and So c i a l Bridges (London, 1859), pp. 
94-95 records a po l i c e campaign against the penny gaffs. 
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"^These f o l k pleasures are described i n Dyson, op.cit . , 
pp. 39-42, and his "Recollections of Rural Congregationalism," 
B.C., 29 A p r i l 1882. The bemused middle-class response to 
such spectacles can be sampled i n the l e t t e r s of Pro Bono  
Publico (a ubiquitous and probably many-headed guardian of 
public s a n i t y ) , Bolton Free Press, 14 December 1844; B.C., 31 
May 1851. Contemplating men s t i l l climbing greasy poles 
and chasing buttered pigs i n the '60s an improving journal 
condemned a l l such contests as " v i l e i n bone, sinew, marrow 
and heart." "The Philosophy of Amusements: A Summary of 
the Permissible and the U n j u s t i f i a b l e Amusements of Our Age 
and Country," Meliora; or Better Times to Come, 6 (18 64) : 
193-210. 

8 5 
B.C., 19 February 1848. See i b i d . , 7 December 1833 

for another impressive feat of gourmandizing. 
8 6 

Diary of Henry Richard, 22 March 18 53, National 
Library of Wales, MS. 10199B. I owe t h i s reference to 
Mr. E r i c Sager. See also B.C., 19 A p r i l 1851; P. A. Whittle, 
Blackburn As It Is (Preston, 1852), pp. 30-33. In l a t e r 
years 'pace-egger 1 became synonymous with disturber of the 
peace i n Lancashire reports of disorders. 

o n 
W. E. Axon, The Black Knight of Ashton (Manchester, 

1870). 
8 8 

As Max Gluckman has observed i n his study of the 
licence i n r i t u a l i n ce r t a i n A f r i c a n s o c i e t i e s , r i t u a l s 
which allow people to behave i n normally prohibited ways can 
only be tolerated where a l l parties agree to the normal 
rightness of a p a r t i c u l a r kind of s o c i a l order. Once the s o c i a l 
order i s questioned (as was the case, c l e a r l y , in the 1830s 
and '40s) such r i t u a l s become inappropriate, Custom and C o n f l i c t  
i n A f r i c a (Oxford, 1956), pp. 109-37. Cf. Malcolmson, op . c i t . , 
pp. 81-82, p a r t i c u l a r l y " n. 40. 

89 
Jaeger, op.c i t . , p. 13. The race meeting was an 

occasion likened only to the Assizes i n the l o c a l excitement 
i t generated; many of the additions made to the racing 
calendar i n the previous century had indeed been scheduled 
to coincide with the Assizes, i n order to g r a t i f y the 
increasing popularity of the sport i n fashionable c i r c l e s , 
Plumb, l o c . c i t . Racing was one of the three commonest 
recreations occurring i n working-class ballads (the others 
were p r i z e - f i g h t i n g and poaching), Mackerness, op.cit., 
p. 143. 
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90 S e l e c t C o m m i t t e e o f t h e House o f L o r d s (S.C.H.L.) 
o n t h e Laws G o v e r n i n g G a m b l i n g , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 4 4 , X I I , p p . 
v - v i i , 78. 

91 
H. C u s t a n c e , R i d i n g R e c o l l e c t i o n s a n d T u r f S t o r i e s 

( L o n d o n , 1 8 9 4 ) , p p . 2 3 , 4 0 - 4 1 ; R. M o r t i m e r , The J o c k e y C l u b 
( L o n d o n , 1 9 5 8 ) , p. 69. 

92 
" D o n c a s t e r R a c e s , " B e n t l e y ' s M i s c e l l a n y , 31 (1851) : 

11 6 - 2 2 ; " D o n c a s t e r R a c e s , " S a t u r d a y R e v i e w , 27 S e p t e m b e r 1862, 
93 

S.C.H.L. on G a m b l i n g , p. 95; E r a , 23 J u n e 1850. 
94 

B. S. R o w n t r e e a nd G. R. L a v e r s , E n g l i s h L i f e , a n d  
L e i s u r e ; A S o c i a l S t u d y ( L o n d o n , 1 9 5 2 ) , p p . 1 2 9 - 4 6 ; 
N. D e n n i s , F. H e n r i q u e s and C. S l a u g h t e r , C o a l i s Our L i f e 
( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 9 ) , 1 5 8 - 6 2 . 

95 
Pam's p a r t i n the. e p i s o d e i s d e s c r i b e d b r i e f l y i n 

E r a , 1 J a n u a r y 18 54. F o r t h e r e s t s e e S.C.H.C. o n t h e 
S u p p r e s s i o n o f B e t t i n g H o u s e s , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 5 2 - 5 3 , I ; 
H a n s a r d , C X X I X , 11 J u l y 1 8 5 3 . 

96 
T h e r e i s no a d e q u a t e s o c i a l h i s t o r y o f t h e p r i z e 

r i n g , o r i n d e e d o f a n y o t h e r s i n g l e s p o r t i n t h e p e r i o d . The 
c o l u m n s o f B e l l ' s L i f e a r e t h e b e s t s o u r c e , and t h e r e a r e 
some g o o d c u t t i n g s i n t h e P l a c e C o l l e c t i o n , 41 : f o l . 48. A 
u s e f u l c o n t e m p o r a r y b i o g r a p h y i s H. D. M i l e s , e d . , Tom S a y e r s :  
H i s L i f e a n d P u g i l i s t i c C a r e e r ( L o n d o n , 18 6 6 ) , w h i c h i n c l u d e s 
a s e l e c t i o n o f p r e s s r e p o r t s o n t h e S a y e r s - H e e n a n f i g h t o f 
1 8 6 0 , f r o m w h i c h t h e u n a t t r i b u t e d q u o t e s i n t h e t e x t a r e 
t a k e n . See a l s o E. M i n g a u d , The L i f e o f James Ward w i t h a  
S h o r t T r e a t i s e o n T r a i n i n g ( L o n d o n , 1 8 8 2 ) . 

97 
D i c k e n s , The U n c o m m e r c i a l T r a v e l l e r ( L o n d o n , 1 8 6 1 ) , 

p. 1 3 9 . 
9 8 

T. B a r c l a y , M e m o i r s a nd M e d l e y s : The A u t o b i o g r a p h y  
o f a B o t t l e Washer ( L e i c e s t e r , 1 9 3 4 ) , p p . 5-8. 

99 
Mayhew, o p . c i t . , 1 : 1 1 - 1 6 ; S h i m m i n , o p . c i t . , p p . 

5 9 - 7 1 . 
1 0 0 I n 1860 Tom S a y e r s was r e w a r d e d w i t h , among o t h e r 

t h i n g s , a p u b l i c s u b s c r i p t i o n a n d a r e c e p t i o n a t t h e S t o c k 
E x c h a n g e . 

1 0 1 " T h e D e c l i n e o f t h e R i n g , " T i n s l e y ' s M a g a z i n e , 4 
( J u l y 1869) : 552- 5 8 . The Q u e e n s b u r y R u l e s w e r e i n t r o d u c e d 
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i n 1865 and boxing remained popular as a manly exercise; but 
the prize f i g h t was v i r t u a l l y f i n i s h e d by then. 

102 
H. Hawkins, Reminiscences, 2 vols. (London, 1904), 

1 : 58. 
Miles, op. c i t . 

104 
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I I . RATIONAL RECREATION : VOICES OF IMPROVEMENT 

I n t h e 1830s a n d '40s E n g l i s h s o c i e t y f a c e d a p p a l l i n g 

p r o b l e m s o f s o c i a l o r d e r a n d p u b l i c h e a l t h w h i c h p r o v o k e d a 

w i d e - r a n g i n g d e b a t e o n t h e ' C o n d i t i o n o f E n g l a n d . ' One s t r a n d 

i n t h e d e b a t e c o n c e r n e d p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n s a n d t h e d e s i r a b i 

l i t y o f p r o m o t i n g t h e i r r e f o r m i n s u c h a way a s w o u l d make a 

c o n s t r u c t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e g e n e r a l d r i v e f o r s o c i a l 

a m e l i o r a t i o n o r ' i m p r o v e m e n t ' . I n t h i s s c e n a r i o i m p r o v e d 

r e c r e a t i o n s w e r e a n i m p o r t a n t i n s t r u m e n t f o r e d u c a t i n g t h e 

w o r k i n g c l a s s e s i n t h e s o c i a l v a l u e s o f m i d d l e - c l a s s o r t h o d o x y . 

R a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n , a s t h e new p r e s c r i p t i o n was s t y l e d , 

commended i t s e l f t o a v a r i e t y o f r e f o r m i n t e r e s t s a n d 

a t t r a c t e d i n c r e a s i n g p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n a s t h e m i d - c e n t u r y 

a p p r o a c h e d . By t h e n t h e h i s t o r y o f s e v e r a l schemes l a u n c h e d 

i n i t s name had r e v e a l e d t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e p r o b l e m s o f p u t t i n g 

i t s r a t i o n a l e o f s o c i a l c o n t r o l i n t o p r a c t i c e . " ' " 

R a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n p r o c e e d e d f r o m a b a s i c h u m a n i t a 

r i a n s y m p a t h y w i t h t h e p l i g h t o f t h e u r b a n m a s s e s . E x p r e s s i o n s 

o f r e g r e t a t t h e p e r s e c u t i o n a n d n e g l e c t o f t h e i r amusements 

m u l t i p l i e d d u r i n g t h e e a r l y V i c t o r i a n e r a . "The v e r y e s s e n c e o f 

o u r l a w s , " a c k n o w l e d g e d L y t t o n B u l w e r , t h e n o v e l i s t , " h a s b e e n 

a g a i n s t t h e s o c i a l m e e t i n g s o f t h e h u m b l e , w h i c h h a v e b e e n c a l l e d 

i d l e n e s s , a n d a g a i n s t t h e amusements o f t h e p o o r , w h i c h h a v e 
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b e e n s t i g m a t i s e d a s d i s o r d e r . " * ' S u c h c o n f e s s i o n s became c a l l s 

f o r a c t i o n . I n t h e Commons, R o b e r t S l a n e y , a c o u n t r y g e n t l e 

man w i t h a u t i l i t a r i a n i n t e r e s t i n t h e h e a l t h o f t o w n s , 

a r g u e d t h a t t h o s e who a b o l i s h e d t h e amusements o f t h e p o o r 

"were bound t o f i n d a s u b s t i t u t e . " T h e r e w e r e , he m a i n t a i n e d , 

" g r e a t a r r e a r s t o make up i n t h i s r e s p e c t t o w a r d s t h e s e 
3 

n e g l e c t e d c l a s s e s . " 

The c o n c e r n t o h u m a n i s e l i f e i n t h e t o w n s was 

r e i n f o r c e d b y p r a c t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f s o c i a l s t a b i l i t y . 

I f r e l i e f was n o t f o r t h c o m i n g , w a r n e d S l a n e y , " t h e w o r k i n g 

c l a s s e s w i l l f l y t o demagogues and d a n g e r o u s c a u s e s " ; i t was, 

he c l a i m e d , " a l i k e w i s e a nd b e n e v o l e n t t o p r o v i d e , i n 

r e g u l a t e d amusement f o r t h e many, s a f e t y v a l v e s f o r t h e i r 
4 

e a g e r e n e r g i e s . " C h a r t i s m was t h e d a n g e r o u s c a u s e u p p e r m o s t 

i n m i d d l e - c l a s s m i n d s . E d w i n C h a d w i c k was moved t o a r g u e 

f o r t h e p r o v i s i o n o f i m p r o v e d r e c r e a t i o n a l a m e n i t i e s f r o m 
t h e e x a m p l e o f one o c c a s i o n i n M a n c h e s t e r , when p o t e n t i a l 

d e m o n s t r a t o r s f l o c k e d t o t h e zoo a n d museum ( o p e n e d s p e c i a l l y 

a t t h e i n s t i g a t i o n o f t h e p o l i c e c h i e f ) r a t h e r t h a n a C h a r t i s t 
5 

m e e t i n g . A w i t n e s s t o t h e c o m m i s s i o n o n t h e h e a l t h o f t o w n s 

r e m i n d e d i t s members t h a t o p e n s p a c e s a n d s p o r t s w e r e 

e s s e n t i a l f o r d i v e r t i n g t h e l o w e r o r d e r s f r o m p o l i t i c a l 
6 

d i s a f f e c t i o n . I n p a r t i c u l a r , i t was t h e u n n e r v i n g s p e c t a c l e 

o f t h e C h a r t i s t a g i t a t i o n i n 184 2 w h i c h a l e r t e d a M a n c h e s t e r 

b a n k e r , B e n j a m i n Heywood, "to t h e a l i e n a t i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g 
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c l a s s , a n d p r o m p t e d h i m t o r e f o r m t h e M a n c h e s t e r L y c e u m s ; 

w i t h i n t h e s e new r e c r e a t i o n a l c e n t r e s he h o p e d t o c r e a t e a 

" c ommunity o f e n j o y m e n t " w h i c h w o u l d e n g e n d e r " r e c i p r o c a l 
7 

f e e l i n g s " b e t w e e n e m p l o y e r and e m p l o y e e . Though t h e t h r e a t 

o f C h a r t i s m r e c e d e d , t h e r e s t i l l r e m a i n e d t h e p r o b l e m o f 

c o n t a i n i n g t h e ' d a n g e r o u s c l a s s e s , ' t h a t i n d e t e r m i n a t e b u t 

v o l a t i l e menace t h a t l u r k e d i n t h e r o o k e r i e s o f t h e b i g 
8 

c i t i e s . 

B u t r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n was n o t an o l d - f a s h i o n e d 

e x e r c i s e i n p l a c a t i n g t h e mob; S l a n e y t a l k e d o f s a f e t y v a l v e s , 

b u t q u a l i f i e d t h e image by t a l k i n g o f t h e n e e d f o r " r e g u l a t e d 

amusement." E x i s t i n g p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n s w h i c h s e r v e d t o 

d i s s i p a t e t e n s i o n s w i t h i n s o c i e t y w e r e g e n e r a l l y d i s m i s s e d . 

W h i l e m i d d l e - c l a s s r e f o r m e r s a c k n o w l e d g e d e x a m p l e s o f w o r k i n g -

c l a s s i m p r o v e m e n t a t p l a y a n d d e r i v e d c o n s i d e r a b l e e n c o u r a g e 

ment f r o m t hem, t h e y s t o o d d i s m a y e d a t t h e p r o d i g a l i t y o f 

much w o r k i n g - c l a s s l e i s u r e w i t h i t s d e t e r m i n e d e x p l o r a t i o n 

o f t h e l i m i t s o f t h e human a p p e t i t e t o t h e p o i n t o f r e p l e t i o n 

o r c o l l a p s e . C o n t e m p l a t i n g t h e S t a f f o r d s h i r e m i n e r s i n 1 8 5 0 , 

Hugh T r e m e n h e e r e , a f a c t o r y i n s p e c t o r o f much e x p e r i e n c e , 

n o t e d d e s p o n d e n t l y : "The h a l f - s a v a g e m a n n e r s o f t h e l a s t 

g e n e r a t i o n h a v e b e e n e x c h a n g e d f o r a d e e p and a l m o s t u n i v e r -
9 

s a l l y p e r v a d i n g s e n s u a l i t y . " D r u n k e n n e s s was t h e m o s t 

f r e q u e n t l y i n d i c t e d ' s e n s u a l ' p l e a s u r e ; f e a s t i n g , b r a w l i n g 

and ( l e s s d i r e c t l y s t a t e d ) f o r n i c a t i o n , w e r e o t h e r r e g r e t t a b l e 
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i n d u l g e n c e s . The r e f o r m e r s m eant t o c u t b a c k t h e s e e x c e s s e s 

by p r o v i d i n g a l t e r n a t i v e d i v e r s i o n s o f a more e d i f y i n g n a t u r e . 

C o o ke T a y l o r , t h e j o u r n a l i s t a n d h i s t o r i a n met w i t h p r e v i o u s l y 

i n h i s t o u r o f L a n c a s h i r e i n t h e e a r l y ' 4 0 s , c o n c l u d e d : 

T h e r e m u s t be s a f e t y v a l v e s f o r t h e m i n d ; t h a t i s , 
t h e r e m u s t be means f o r i t s p l e a s u r a b l e , p r o f i t a b l e , 
and h e a l t h f u l e x e r t i o n . T h e s e means i t i s i n o u r 
power t o r e n d e r s a f e and i n n o c e n t : t h e s e means 
i n t o o many i n s t a n c e s h a v e b e e n r e n d e r e d d a n g e r o u s 
and guilty.1° 

T a y l o r ' s p r e s c r i p t i o n p o i n t e d o u t t h a t i m p r o v e m e n t 

i n r e c r e a t i o n c o u l d be more t h a n j u s t a t h e r a p y o r a d i v e r s i o n : 

i t c o u l d be t h e p r i n c i p a l i n s t r u m e n t f o r e f f e c t i n g t h e m o r a l 

r e c l a m a t i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s , t h e r e c l a m a t i o n o f w h a t 

one o f S l a n e y ' s s u p p o r t e r s had o n c e t e r m e d t h e " s o c i a l w a s t e " 

o f t h e c i t i e s . 1 " ' " To m o s t s o c i a l r e f o r m e r s i n t h e e a r l y 

V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d , f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n a p p e a r e d a s t h e s i n g l e 

g r e a t l e v e r w i t h w h i c h t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s c o u l d be moved 

i n t o t h e l i g h t . E d u c a t i o n , i n t h e w o r d s o f D r . K a y -

S h u t t l e w o r t h , i t s c h i e f g o v e r n m e n t p o l i c y - m a k e r i n t h e 1 8 4 0 s , 

was meant n o t o n l y t o t e a c h o c c u p a t i o n a l s k i l l s , b u t a l s o 

" t h e n a t u r e o f h i s ( t h e a r t i s a n ' s ) d o m e s t i c a n d s o c i a l 

r e l a t i o n s ... h i s p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n i n s o c i e t y , and t h e 
12 

m o r a l a n d r e l x g i o u s d u t i e s a p p r o p r i a t e t o i t . " B u t , a s 

C ooke T a y l o r p o i n t e d o u t : "The l e c t u r e s o f t h e s c h o o l r o o m 

w i l l be u t t e r l y i n e f f e c t i v e when t h e y a r e c o u n t e r a c t e d by t h e 

p r a c t i c a l l e s s o n s o f t h e p l a y g r o u n d . " " I t was," he a s s e r t e d , 
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" t h e g r e a t b u t n e g l e c t e d t r u t h , t h a t m o r a l e d u c a t i o n , i n 

s p i t e o f a l l t h e l a b o u r s o f d i r e c t i n s t r u c t o r s , i s r e a l l y 
13 

a c q u i r e d i n h o u r s o f r e c r e a t i o n . " L e i s u r e t i m e , a s t h e 

C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s t s p o i n t e d o u t i n t h e h o u s e j o u r n a l o f 

t h e L o n d o n W o r k i n g Men's C o l l e g e , was t h e w o r k i n g man's 

m a j o r a r e a o f f r e e c h o i c e : 
Our w o r k , w h a t e v e r i t m i g h t b e , was f o r t h e m o s t 
p a r t a s s i g n e d t o u s by c i r c u m s t a n c e s o v e r w h i c h we 
h a d v e r y l i t t l e c o n t r o l ; b u t w i t h r e s p e c t t o o u r 
amusements much more was l e f t t o o u r f r e e d o m o f 
c h o i c e . 

T h i s f a c t g a v e l e i s u r e h o u r s "a v a l u e f o r t h e f o r m a t i o n a n d 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f c h a r a c t e r w h i c h c a n n o t be e s t i m a t e d t o o h i g h l y . " 

R a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n was meant t o s e c u r e t h i s v i t a l t e r r i t o r y 

i n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f s o c i a l c o n f o r m i t y . 

R e f o r m e r s saw t h e q u e s t i o n a s u r g e n t a n d o f t e n 

d i f f i c u l t ; b u t i t was a l s o a t t r a c t i v e , f o r i t o f f e r e d t h e 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o c o n t r i b u t e t o what c o n t e m p o r a r i e s c o n c e i v e d 

a s a g e n e r a l r e m a k i n g o f s o c i e t y . C o n t e m p l a t i n g t h e s t a t e 

o f p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n a n d t h e t r a v a i l s o f m o dern l i f e i n 

1 8 3 8 , W i l l i a m H o w i t t c o n c l u d e d t h a t b o t h had r e a c h e d a 

t u r n i n g p o i n t : x 

T h e r e a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n a p a u s e i n t h a t i m p o r t a n t 
p o r t i o n o f human l i f e , amusement, so f a r a s t h e common 
p e o p l e a r e c o n c e r n e d ; b u t i t h a s b e e n i n a p p e a r a n c e 
o n l y . One o f t h e g r e a t e s t c h a n g e s t h a t e v e r t o o k 
p l a c e i n human s o c i e t y h a s b e e n i n t h i s i n t e r v a l 
m a t u r i n g : t h e c h a n g e f r o m t h e l a s t s t a g e o f w o r n o u t 
f e u d a l i s m t o t h e commencement o f t h e e r a o f s o c i a l 
r e g e n e r a t i o n . 1 5 
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How was r a t i o n a l recreation to a s s i s t i n t h i s 

regeneration; how was i t to be implemented? Reformers were 

generally agreed upon the need to provide more recreational 

amenities i n the manufacturing towns as a basic improvement. 

This was one of the 'immediate remedies' proposed by the 

Select Committee on Drunkenness i n 1834, which indicated the 

range and balance required of such provisions. The committee 

recommended: 

The establishment by the j o i n t aid of Government and 
the l o c a l authorities and residents on the spot, of 
public walks, and gardens, or open spaces for healthy 
and a t h l e t i c exercises i n the open a i r , i n the 
immediate v i c i n i t y of every town, of an extent and 
character adapted to i t s population; and of d i s t r i c t 
and parish l i b r a r i e s , museums and reading rooms, 
accessible at the lowest rate of charge; so as to 
admit of one or the other being v i s i t e d i n any weather, 
and at any time.16 

But governments and l o c a l authorities were generally 

d i l a t o r y i n meeting such requests, despite the lobbying of 

men l i k e Slaney who regularly promoted b i l l s to secure public 

walks and playgrounds. In 1837 Joseph Hume, another Radical 

interested i n the amusements of the poor, was successful i n 

passing a motion i n the Commons which instructed the 

enclosure commissioners to ensure that each enclosure l e f t an 

open space " s u f f i c i e n t for the purposes of exercise and 

recreation of the neighbouring population." Two years l a t e r , 

a f t e r an inspection of the breviates of enclosure b i l l s , an 

interested member reported back that "the laudable object had 
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17 b e e n l a x l y l o o k e d a f t e r . " Members f o r t h e new t o w n s i n 

t h e r e f o r m e d House r e c o g n i s e d t h e p r o b l e m b u t w e r e s c e p t i c a l 

o f any m u n i c i p a l i m p r o v e m e n t w h i c h r e q u i r e d a n i n c r e a s e i n 

t h e r a t e s — " T h e r e i s , " s a i d F i e l d e n t o a s e l e c t c o m m i t t e e on 
18 

p u b l i c w a l k s , "an e x t r a o r d i n a r y j e a l o u s y i n t h a t r e s p e c t . " 

I n 1840 P a r l i a m e n t v o t e d money t o a s s i s t l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s i n 

p r o v i d i n g p a r k s , a n d i n 1845 P e e l made a p e r s o n a l e x a m p l e b y 

a g i f t o f one t h o u s a n d p o u n ds t o w a r d s t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 

P e e l P a r k i n M a n c h e s t e r ; b u t t h e b o r o u g h s w e r e s l o w i n 

r e s p o n s e — i n B o l t o n t h e p r o p o s a l f o r a P e e l P a r k was f i r s t 

made i n 1850 a n d was n o t b r o u g h t t o f r u i t i o n t i l l s i x t e e n y e a r s 
, , 1 9 . l a t e r . 

O f f i c i a l p a r s i m o n y e f f e c t i v e l y r e s t r i c t e d t h e 

i m p r o v e m e n t o f m e n t a l a s w e l l a s p h y s i c a l r e c r e a t i o n . 

W i l l i a m E w a r t , a L i b e r a l b a c k - b e n c h e r , s u c c e s s f u l l y i n t r o d u c e d 

a b i l l i n 18 50 w h i c h e n a b l e d l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s t o p r o v i d e 

p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s o u t o f t h e r a t e s . I t was, s a i d o n e " o f h i s 

s u p p o r t e r s , " t h e c h e a p e s t p o l i c e t h a t c o u l d p o s s i b l y be 

e s t a b l i s h e d . " The L i b r a r i e s A c t e n a b l e d t o w n c o u n c i l s t o 

l e v y a s m a l l r a t e w h i c h p a i d f o r h o u s i n g and s e r v i c i n g t h e 

l i b r a r i e s , b u t n o t f o r b u y i n g b o o k s ; t h e s e l e c t c o m m i t t e e on 

l i b r a r i e s h a d m a i n t a i n e d t h a t " d o n a t i o n w i l l a b u n d a n t l y s u p p l y 
20 

t h e b o o k s . " Once t h e a u t h o r i t i e s h a d g r u d g i n g l y p r i m e d t h e 

pump, p h i l a n t h r o p y was meant t o c o m p l e t e t h e o p e r a t i o n . 
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Thus r e c r e a t i o n a l r e f o r m f a i l e d t o command a n y r e a l 

p r i o r i t y w i t h t h e l e g i s l a t o r s . The Commons seemed h a p p y 

e n o u g h t o d e b a t e t h e i s s u e o f t h e amusements o f t h e p o o r a s 

a d i v e r s i o n — t h e image o f M e r r i e E n g l a n d was f r e e l y i n v o k e d 

a s members d e p l o r e d t h e p u r i t a n z e a l o f c e r t a i n m a g i s t r a t e s 

who p r o s e c u t e d S a b b a t h - b r e a k i n g c r i c k e t p l a y e r s , o r a p p l i e d 
21 

t h e v a g r a n c y l a w s t o s t r e e t s i n g e r s — b u t members d e p r e c a t e d 

d i r e c t c o n t r o l a s a means o f i m p r o v i n g t h e m a n n e r s o f t h e 

p e o p l e . I n i t s e n q u i r y i n t o t h e l i c e n c i n g o f p l a c e s o f 
e n t e r t a i n m e n t i n t h e e a r l y ' 5 0 s , t h e Commons' s e l e c t c o m m i t t e e 
o b v i o u s l y p r e f e r r e d e d u c a t i o n a s a n a g e n t o f i m p r o v e m e n t t o 

22 

a n y e x t e n s i o n o f t h e m a g i s t r a t e ' s p o w e r s . I m p r o v e m e n t 

o u t s i d e t h e f i e l d o f e d u c a t i o n , a s one M.P. r e m i n d e d t h e 

H o u s e , w o u l d come f r o m " t h e i n f l u e n c e o f a n i n c r e a s e d m o r a l i t y , 
23 

d i f f u s e d downward f r o m t h e u p p e r c l a s s . " T h i s was t h e 

c u r r e n t o r t h o d o x y : ' O p i n i o n s t r a v e l u p w a r d s , m a n n e r s 

downwards." No g o v e r n m e n t a c t i o n , w h e t h e r t h r o u g h l i m i t i n g 
t h e number o f t h e a t r e s , l e g i s l a t i n g f o r t h e b e t t e r o b s e r v a n c e 
o f t h e S a b b a t h , o r i m p o s i n g s u m p t u a r y l a w s , was a n y s u b s t i t u t e 

24 
f o r t h e o p e r a t i o n o f t h i s m y s t e r i o u s a n d r e s p e c t e d p r o c e s s . 

W h i l e r e f o r m e r s w o u l d n o t a l l o w l a i s s e z - f a i r e 

a r g u m e n t s t o e x c u s e t h e o f f i c i a l n e g l e c t o f a m e n i t i e s , t h e y 

d i d a c c e p t t h e n e e d f o r e x a m p l e s e t t i n g b y t h e s u p e r i o r 

c l a s s e s . S e t t i n g a n e x a m p l e w a s , . i n a n y c a s e , a s a l u t a r y 

e x e r c i s e f o r t h e s u p e r i o r c l a s s e s , b u t i t was h o p e d t h a t t h e i r 
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p r e s e n c e i n r e c r e a t i o n w o u l d e n g e n d e r a m u t u a l m o r a l v i g i l a n c e 

i n t h e c o m m u n i t y a t l a r g e . Thus w o u l d be c r e a t e d t h e p o l i c e 

o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n — m o r e s s a n s l e g i b u s , r a t h e r t h a n l e g i b u s 

s a n s m o r e s , a s t h e L o r d C h a n c e l l o r h a d p u t i t i n a d e b a t e o n 
25 

S a b b a t h o b s e r v a n c e . I n r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n t h e c o m m u n i t y 

r e s t r a i n t s w o u l d be r e i n f o r c e d b y i m p r i n t i n g t h e v a l u e s o f 

t h e s u p e r i o r e x a m p l e o n t h e w o r k i n g - c l a s s m i n d , m a k i n g them 

s e l f - a c t i n g i m p e r a t i v e s . " S e l f - a c t i o n f o r s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t , " 

p r o c l a i m e d t h e B o l t o n C h r o n i c l e , d r a w i n g a m o r a l f r o m t h e 
F a c t o r y O p e r a t i v e s B a z a a r , "was t h e o n l y s u r e g r o u n d f o r hope 

2 6 
o f p r o g r e s s . " 

B u t i f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s n e e d e d a n e x a m p l e t o f o l l o w , 

e x a c t l y who among t h e r e s t o f s o c i e t y was t o p r o v i d e i t ? The 

p a t r o n a g e o f t h e n o b i l i t y c o u l d be f a r f r o m a p p r o p r i a t e — 

c o m m e n t i n g on t h e s p e c t a c l e o f ' t h e g e n t r y g o i n g down t o 

Newmarket' o n w h a t had become a r e g u l a r E a s t e r Sunday p r o c e s 

s i o n , B i s h o p B l o m f i e l d o f L o n d o n d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e r e was 

" n o t h i n g more l i k e l y t o u n h i n g e t h e w h o l e f a b r i c o f c i v i l 
27 

s o c i e t y t h a n t h i s e v i l e x a m p l e o f t h e r i c h . " Where t h e 

m o r a l c o n d u c t o f t h e a r i s t o c r a c y h a d g r e a t l y i m p r o v e d — a n d 

t h i s was g e n e r a l l y h e l d t o b e t h e c a s e — m i d d l e c l a s s commen

t a t o r s s u g g e s t e d t h a t i t was t h e c o n s p i c u o u s r e c t i t u d e o f t h e 
m i d d l e c l a s s e s w h i c h h a d shamed t h e a r i s t o c r a c y o u t o f i t s 

2 8 

o l d w a y s . I f , t h e r e f o r e , t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s a c c e p t e d t h e 

a p h o r i s m ' o p i n i o n s t r a v e l u p w a r d s , m a n n e r s downwards,' t h e y 
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d i d so b e c a u s e t h e y saw t h e m s e l v e s a s t h e c e n t r a l p o i n t o f 

d e p a r t u r e f o r t h e d i f f u s i o n o f i m p r o v e m e n t i n b o t h i d e a s a n d 

b e h a v i o u r . I f a r i s t o c r a c y meant r u l e by t h e b e s t , t h e n t h e 

E n g l i s h m i d d l e c l a s s w e r e b e g i n n i n g t o a s s e r t t h e i r c l a i m s t o 

be b e t t e r q u a l i f i e d — a s C a r l y l e c h a l l e n g e d : "Not t h a t we 

w a n t no a r i s t o c r a c y , b u t t h a t we w a n t a new o n e . " 

T h e r e was c o n s i d e r a b l e a p p r e h e n s i o n among t h e m i d d l e 

c l a s s a t t h e p e r s i s t e n t a t t r a c t i o n s o f a r i s t o c r a t i c p a t r o n a g e 

among t h e w o r k i n g men o f a n a t i o n p r o v e r b i a l l y e namoured o f 

a l o r d . The f e a r was t h a t a r i s t o c r a t i c p a t e r n a l i s m w o u l d 

o b s t r u c t t h e d i f f u s i o n o f m i d d l e - c l a s s v a l u e s a n d s t u n t t h e 

g r o w t h o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s s e l f - h e l p . S u c h m i s g i v i n g s q u i c k e n e d 

i n t i m e o f p o l i t i c a l r i v a l r y . I n 1 8 4 3 , L o r d J o h n M a n n e r s , 

a s u p p o r t e r o f p r o t e c t i o n a n d f a c t o r y r e f o r m a n d a member o f 

D i s r a e l i ' s Y oung E n g l a n d g r o u p , a c c u s e d t h e m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

i n t e r e s t o f "a u t i l i t a r i a n s e l f i s h n e s s w h i c h h a s w e l l n i g h 

b a n i s h e d a l l u n p r o d u c t i v e amusements f r o m t h e l a n d , " a n d 

demanded e x t r a h o l i d a y s f o r t h e p e o p l e . The i n s t r u m e n t o f 

d e l i v e r a n c e was t o be t h e o l d h i g h C h u r c h : 

B e f o r e t h e m i l l i o n s a r e t a u g h t t o d a n c e and s i n g , 
l e i s u r e m u s t be o b t a i n e d f o r t h e m and o b t a i n e d i n 
a way w h i c h t h e y s h a l l b e t a u g h t t h a n k f u l l y t o 
a c k n o w l e d g e — t h e way o f t h e C h u r c h C a t h o l i c i n 
E n g l a n d . 2 9 

The f o l l o w i n g y e a r , w i t h t h e c a m p a i g n a g a i n s t t h e C o r n Laws 

s t i l l u n d e c i d e d a n d S h o r t T ime a g i t a t i o n m o u n t i n g , t h e 

M a n c h e s t e r Lyceum ( t h e w o r k i n g men's c l u b r u n by Heywood t h e 
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b a n k e r ) a s k e d M a n n e r s t o be i t s p a t r o n , b u t was p r i v a t e l y -

w a r n e d o f f s u c h a c o u r s e b y Cob d e n a n d t h e A n t i - C o r n Law 

L e a g u e . 

Some w o r k i n g - c l a s s r e f o r m e r s w e r e a l s o w a r y o f t h e 

i n s i d i o u s g r i p o f t h e a r i s t o c r a c y a n d t h e p e r s i s t e n c e o f 

h a b i t s o f d e f e r e n c e . F r a n c i s P l a c e , f o r e x a m p l e , was d i s 

mayed b y t h e i n i t i a l l y s t r o n g i n f l u e n c e o f t h e a r i s t o c r a c y 

a t E x e t e r H a l l , t h e L o n d o n r a l l y i n g g r o u n d f o r e v a n g e l i c a l 

r e f o r m e r s , f o r he f e a r e d i t w o u l d s e d u c e m i d d l e - c l a s s 
30 

a t t e n d e r s f r o m t h e i r d u t i e s t o w o r k i n g men. I n a p r i z e 

e s s a y w r i t t e n f o r a L e e d s m e c h a n i c s ' i n s t i t u t e i n 1 8 5 0 , a 

workman a p p l a u d e d many o f t h e p r o p o s a l s o f You n g E n g l a n d f o r 
j o i n i n g t h e r i c h w i t h t h e p o o r i n common p u r s u i t o f s p o r t s 
and games, b u t s u s p e c t e d t h e g r o u p ' s m o t i v e s : "They w o u l d , " 

31 
he f e a r e d , " r e - e s t a b l i s h t h e bond o f f e u d a l i s m . " 

The one p e r s o n a n o n g r a t a t o a l l r e f o r m e r s was t h e 

p u b l i c a n . T h e r e w e r e r e s p e c t a b l e w o r k i n g men who d e f e n d e d 

t h e ' s o c i a l g l a s s ' a n d s p o k e w e l l o f t h e p u b l i c a n a n d t h e p u b , 

b u t t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e T e m p e r a n c e C h a r t i s t s h a d a l i e n a t e d 

men l i k e W i l l i a m L o v e t t who h a d t r i e d t o p r o v i d e r a t i o n a l 

r e c r e a t i o n f o r t h e i r c l a s s . L o v e t t l e a r n t a t f i r s t h a n d o f 

t h e r u t h l e s s n e s s o f t h e d r i n k i n t e r e s t when he was e v i c t e d 

f r o m h i s P e o p l e ' s H a l l i n H o l b o r n b y t h e m a c h i n a t i o n s o f 

t h e p u b l i c a n - e n t r e p r e n e u r E d w a r d W e s t o n , who t o o k o v e r t h e 



p r e m i s e s f o r c o n v e r s i o n i n t o a m u s i c h a l l . " 3 ^ A L i v e r p o o l 

v i c a r who r a n c o n c e r t s f o r h i s w o r k i n g - c l a s s c o n g r e g a t i o n p u t 

t h e r e f o r m e r s ' c a s e s u c c i n c t l y : "The d u t i e s o f p u b l i c a n a n d 

t h e d u t i e s o f p r o v i d e r o f p u b l i c amusements f o r t h e p e o p l e 
33 

a r e q u i t e i n c o m p a t i b l e . " R e f o r m e r s w e r e a t l e a s t a g r e e d 

u p o n t h e p r i n c i p a l f i g u r e i n t h e i r d e m o n o l o g y . 

W h a t e v e r t h e r i v a l r i e s o v e r i t s d i r e c t i o n , t h e g e n e r a l 

s t r a t e g y o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n was c l e a r : new a m e n i t i e s w o u l d 

d i v e r t t h e w o r k i n g m a n f r o m t h e pub and p r o v i d e t h e p r o p e r 

e n v i r o n m e n t f o r h i s e x p o s u r e t o t h e s u p e r i o r e x a m p l e , whose 

v a l u e s w o u l d u l t i m a t e l y b e i n t e r n a l i s e d . B u t how was t h e 

s u p e r i o r e x a m p l e t o be p r o j e c t e d t o t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s ; was 

i t t o be by d i s p l a y o r p r e s c r i p t i o n ? S l a n e y p r o v i d e d a n 

e x a m p l e o f t h e f o r m e r i n a r g u i n g f o r p u b l i c w a l k s : 
A man w a l k i n g o u t w i t h h i s f a m i l y among h i s n e i g h b o u r s 
o f d i f f e r e n t r a n k s , w i l l n a t u r a l l y be d e s i r o u s t o b e 
p r o p e r l y c l o t h e d , a n d t h a t h i s w i f e s h o u l d be a l s o ; 
b u t t h i s d e s i r e d u l y d i r e c t e d a n d c o n t r o l l e d , i s 
f o u n d by e x p e r i e n c e t o be o f t h e m o s t p o w e r f u l e f f e c t 
i n p r o m o t i n g C i v i l i s a t i o n a nd e x c i t i n g i n d u s t r y . 

F a m i l y r e c r e a t i o n i n t h e company o f s o c i a l s u p e r i o r s w o u l d 
34 

g e n e r a t e "a p a r d o n a b l e v a n i t y . " F o r t h o s e r e f o r m e r s 
u n t o u c h e d by w h o l e - h o g S a b b a t a r i a n i s m , t h e ' C o n t i n e n t a l S u n d a y ' 

35 

o f f e r e d a n a d m i r a b l e m o d e l . F r e n c h and Germans o f a l l 

c l a s s e s t o o k t h e i r r e c r e a t i o n t o g e t h e r o n t h e i r S u n d ay 

p r o m e n a d e s ; t h o u g h d r i n k was t a k e n ('a g l a s s o f l i g h t b e e r " ) 

t h e m o d e r a t i o n and d e c o r u m o f t h e s e o c c a s i o n s seemed t o p r o v e 
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t o E n g l i s h w i t n e s s e s how e f f e c t i v e l y t h e p u b l i c , p a r a d e o f 

b o u r g e o i s r e s p e c t a b i l i t y c o u l d i m p r e s s t h e m a s s e s . T h i s was 

a l s o t h e a s s u m p t i o n b e h i n d t h e t e a p a r t y o r s o i r e e , w h e r e t h e 

g o o d m a n n e r s o f t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s g u e s t s w e r e e x p e c t e d t o r u b 

o f f o n t h e l e s s g e n t e e l . B u t , a s t h e h i s t o r y o f s e v e r a l 

schemes f o r r e c r e a t i o n a l i m p r o v e m e n t s h o w s , r e f o r m e r s f e l t 

t h e n e e d t o c l a r i f y t h e c o n t e n t o f c o n f o r m i t y more f o r c e f u l l y , 

a n d d i s p l a y a n d t h e c o n v e n t i o n s o f p o l i t e s o c i a l i n t e r c o u r s e 

w e r e g e n e r a l l y r e i n f o r c e d a n d m o s t l y o v e r t a k e n by p r e s c r i p t i o n . 

The t e n s i o n w h i c h d e v e l o p e d b e t w e e n t h e two a p p r o a c h e s 

i s i m p l i c i t i n S a m u e l G r e g ' s r e p o r t o n a programme o f i m p r o v e -
3 6 

ment he i n t r o d u c e d o n h i s i n d u s t r i a l e s t a t e i n C h e s h i r e . 

G r e g was a s u b s t a n t i a l e m p l o y e r who p r o v i d e d a v a r i e t y o f 

r e c r e a t i o n s f o r h i s w o r k p e o p l e — m u s i c c l a s s e s , g a r d e n s , a 

p l a y g r o u n d f o r games, and r e g u l a r t e a p a r t i e s i n t h e w i n t e r . 

He i n s i s t e d t h a t o t h e r schemes t o i m p r o v e t h e c o n t e n t o f 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s l e i s u r e w e r e o f t e n i n a p p r o p r i a t e — h e d i s m i s s e d 
t h e M e c h a n i c s ' I n s t i t u t e s a s o f f e r i n g "mere i n t e l l e c t u a l 
p u r s u i t s , " m a i n t a i n i n g t h a t : . 

T h e r e a r e many whose m i n d s a r e n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y 
c u l t i v a t e d t o a v a i l t h e m s e l v e s o f t h e s e : t h e y h a v e 
l i t t l e o r no t a s t e f o r them, a n d y e t a r e q u i t e 
c a p a b l e o f b e i n g made v e r y w o r t h y , s e n s i b l e , 
r e s p e c t a b l e , a n d ha p p y men ... . By g e n t l y l e a d i n g 
them, o r r a t h e r p e r h a p s b y l e t t i n g them f i n d t h e i r 
own way, f r o m one s t e p t o a n o t h e r , y o u may a t 
l e n g t h s u c c e e d i n m a k i n g them w h a t y o u w i s h t h e m 
t o b e . 
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H a v i n g p r o f e s s e d h i s b e l i e f i n t h e p e r f e c t a b i l i t y o f w o r k i n g -

men, he t a l k e d o f ' l e t t i n g them f i n d t h e i r own w a y 1 ; h a v i n g 

s e e n s o m e t h i n g o f t h e e r r a t i c a n d r e l u c t a n t n a t u r e o f t h e i r 

a c t u a l p r o g r e s s t o w a r d s s e l f - r e d e m p t i o n , he f e l t t h e n e e d 

t o e x p e d i t e t h e p r o c e s s by ' g e n t l y l e a d i n g them.' The 

g u i d i n g h and o f t h e r e f o r m e r was f r e q u e n t l y more i m p a t i e n t 

and i n t r u s i v e t h a n t h e l a t t e r p h r a s e s u g g e s t s , and G r e g 

h i m s e l f was more p e r e m p t o r y i n p r a c t i c e t h a n h i s comments a l l o w ; 

e l s e w h e r e i n t h e r e p o r t he r e m a r k e d b r i s k l y t h a t he h a d 

s u c c e e d e d i n " b r e a k i n g them ( h i s o p e r a t i v e s ) i n t o my s y s t e m . " 

G r e g ' s schemes w e r e n o t e x c e p t i o n a l among m a n u f a c t u r e r s 

whose o p e r a t i o n s w e r e c o n f i n e d t o a n i n d u s t r i a l e s t a t e o r 

f a c t o r y v i l l a g e w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e d a c l o s e d c o m m u n i t y — " a l i t t l e 
37 

C o l o n y , " a s G r e g p u t i t . R o b e r t Owen's New L a n a r k m i l l s 

h a d i n c l u d e d an a n n e x e c o m p r i s i n g a s c h o o l , museum, m u s i c 

h a l l a nd b a l l r o o m ( O w e n i t e s w e r e a c c u s e d o f o r g i e s o f 
3 8 

r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n ) . The A s h w o r t h b r o t h e r s p r o v i d e d 
s i m i l a r f a c i l i t i e s a t t h e i r c o u n t r y m i l l s a t T u r t o n , n e a r 

3 9 

B o l t o n . I n t h e v i l l a g e o f F l o c k t o n , n e a r H u d d e r s f i e l d , t h e 

f i r m o f S t a n f e l d and B r i g g s m a i n t a i n e d a c l u b r o o m , c h o i r , p l a y 

g r o u n d and gymnasium f o r t h e i r c o l l i e r s , a n d t h e r e w e r e 
40 

s e v e r a l o t h e r e x a m p l e s o f t h i s k i n d o f w e l f a r e c a p i t a l i s m . 

The e m p l o y e r s w e r e a p p l a u d e d f o r t h e i r c o n c e r n t o h u m a n i s e 

t h e f a c t o r y s y s t e m . The S p e c t a t o r commended G r e g f o r p r o v i 

d i n g h i s w o r k p e o p l e w i t h a " m o r a l " o r " a e s t h e t i c " economy t o 
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b a l a n c e t h e n e c e s s a r y e x i g e n c i e s o f p o l i t i c a l economy. 

D i s r a e l i ' s i d e a l e m p l o y e r , T r a f f o r d o f Wodgate, was b a s e d o n 

s u c h a m o d e l : 

I n t h e m i d s t o f t h i s v i l l a g e , s u r r o u n d e d by b e a u t i f u l 
g a r d e n s , w h i c h g a v e an i m p u l s e t o t h e h o r t i c u l t u r e o f 
t h e c o m m u n i t y , was t h e h o u s e o f T r a f f o r d h i m s e l f , who 
c o m p r e h e n d e d h i s p o s i t i o n t o o w e l l t o w i t h d r a w h i m s e l f 
w i t h v u l g a r e x c l u s i v e n e s s f r o m h i s r e a l d e p e n d e n t s , 
b u t r e c o g n i s e d t h e b a r o n i a l p r i n c i p l e , r e v i v i n g i n a 
new f o r m , and a d a p t e d t o t h e s o f t e r m a n n e r s a n d more 
i n g e n i o u s c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f t h e t i m e s . 4 2 

S u c h men w e r e t h e new i n d u s t r i a l l o r d s o f t h e manor. I t s h o u l d 

be n o t e d , h o w e v e r , t h a t t h e r e t u r n s o n t h e i r p a t e r n a l i s m c o u l d 

be d i s a p p o i n t i n g . G r e g was v e r y h u r t when h i s w o r k p e o p l e w e n t 

on s t r i k e i n 1847 o v e r t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f a new p r o c e s s , 

e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e t h e y made no a t t e m p t s a t n e g o t i a t i o n w i t h 
43 

h i m b e f o r e a b r u p t l y t u r n i n g o u t . A t F l o c k t o n i n 1845 t h e r e 

was a t h i r t e e n week s t r i k e w h i c h T r e m e n h e e r e , t h e g o v e r n m e n t 

i n s p e c t o r , r e g a r d e d a s "an u n h appy p e r v e r s e n e s s o f c o n d u c t " 

on t h e p a r t o f e m p l o y e e s who w e r e s o w e l l p r o v i d e d f o r . 

S u b s e q u e n t r e p o r t s f r o m F l o c k t o n r e c o r d e d f u r t h e r d i s e n c h a n t 

ment: "The n o v e l t y h a v i n g gone o f f , t h e amusements a n d 
r a t i o n a l o c c u p a t i o n s f o r l e i s u r e h o u r s h a v e f a l l e n i n t o some 

44 
n e g l e c t . " 

I t was a common c o n t e m p o r a r y a s s e r t i o n t h a t s u c h 

schemes w e r e o n l y p r a c t i c a b l e i n i n d u s t r i e s and m a n u f a c t o r i e s 
45 

l o c a t e d i n t h e c o u n t r y s i d e ; a s t h e s e c e n t r e s o f p r o d u c t i o n 

d e c l i n e d o r became a b s o r b e d by u r b a n g r o w t h , t h e f a c t o r y 
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i n s p e c t o r s t r i e d t o e n c o u r a g e some a t t e n t i o n t o w e l f a r e and 

r e c r e a t i o n on t h e p a r t o f e m p l o y e r s i n t h e t o w n s , w h e r e t h e 

m a i n t h r u s t o f i n d u s t r i a l g r o w t h now l a y . W e l f a r e c a p i t a l i s m 

h a d made b u t s l i g h t p r o g r e s s i n t h i s s e c t o r , a c c o r d i n g t o a 

g o v e r n m e n t r e p o r t o f 1 8 4 3 : 

I n s t a n c e s o f p e r s o n a l a t t e n t i o n o n t h e p a r t o f 
e m p l o y e r s t o t h e w e l f a r e o f t h e i r w o r k p e o p l e i n 
g e n e r a l , and o f t h e y o u n g e r p o r t i o n o f them i n 
p a r t i c u l a r c a n be r e g a r d e d o n l y a s i n d i v i d u a l 
e x c e p t i o n s . I t i s a f e a r f u l t h i n g t o s e e how exempt 
t h e g r e a t body o f e m p l o y e r s h o l d t h e m s e l v e s f r o m 
m o r a l o b l i g a t i o n s o f e v e r y d e s c r i p t i o n t o w a r d s t h o s e 
f r o m whose i n d u s t r y t h e i r own f o r t u n e s s p r i n g . E v e n 
t h e y who c o n t r i b u t e a t a l l t o t h e e d u c a t i o n o r m o r a l 
i m p r o v e m e n t o f t h e i r workmen do s o i n n i n e t e e n c a s e s 
o f t w e n t y m e r e l y by money, and w i t h o u t p e r s o n a l p a i n s 
o r s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e o f t h e i r own. T h e s e v i c a r i o u s 
b e n e v o l e n c e s a r e s e l d o m a v a i l i n g . 4 6 

As t h e d e c a d e p r o g r e s s e d , h o w e v e r , t h e p r o v i s i o n o f r e c r e a t i o n a l 
47 

f a c i l i t i e s d i d i m p r o v e . James H u d s o n p r o v i d e d one 
e x p l a n a t i o n . "The m a n u f a c t u r e r , " he c l a i m e d , " f i n d s i t 

p r o f i t a b l e t o f o r m s c h o o l s a n d f a c t o r y l i b r a r i e s , t o r e a r 
48 

a m a t e u r b a n d s o f m u s i c i a n s among h i s workmen." A f u r t h e r 

e x p l a n a t i o n m u s t be t h a t f a c t o r y e m p l o y e r s i n t h e 184 0s f e l t 

t h e n e e d t o c o u n t e r g r o w i n g c r i t i c i s m o f t h e i r c l a s s , b o t h 

i n p a r l i a m e n t a n d o u t o f d o o r s . Hence t h e d e f e n s i v e t o n e t o 

t h i s d e c l a m a t i o n by S i r J o h n P o t t e r , m a n u f a c t u r e r and mayor 

o f M a n c h e s t e r , on t h e o c c a s i o n o f t h e i n a u g u r a t i o n o f t h e 

p u b l i c l i b r a r y i n t h e t o w n : 
L e t i t n e v e r be s a i d h e r e a f t e r t h a t t h e m a s t e r s , t h e 
e m p l o y e r s , t h e r i c h e r c l a s s e s o f M a n c h e s t e r , h a v e no 
i n t e r e s t i n t h e i m p r o v e m e n t and a d v a n c e m e n t o f t h o s e 
t h e y e m p l o y ... . L e t i t n e v e r be s a i d t h a t t h e y a r e 
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n o t w i l l i n g t o make s a c r i f i c e s f o r t h e many. L e t i t 
n o t be s a i d t h a t t h e y s e e k m e r e l y t h e i r own 
a d v a n t a g e : t h a t t h e y a r e c o n t e n t w i t h m a k i n g money 
f o r t h e m s e l v e s . 4 9 

Y e t w h e r e e m p l o y e r s o f f e r e d r e c r e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s o n t h e 

s i t e t h e w o r k e r s ' r e s p o n s e was o f t e n d i s a p p o i n t i n g — J o h n B r i g h t ' s 

b r o t h e r r e p o r t e d t h a t o n l y a s m a l l p e r c e n t a g e o f h i s e m p l o y e e s 

t o o k a d v a n t a g e o f t h e means he o f f e r e d them f o r t h e i r 
. 50 i m p r o v e m e n t . 

The demand f o r p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s e x e m p l i f i e d t h e n e e d 

f o r more a c c e s s i b l e f a c i l i t i e s t h a n t h o s e a t t a c h e d t o a n d 

i n d e l i b l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e w o r k p l a c e ; some schemes s e t 

t h e i r e x p e r i m e n t s on more n e u t r a l g r o u n d and b i d f o r a b r o a d e r 

and more c a s u a l c l i e n t e l e . Heywood's Lyceums o f f e r a g o o d 

e x a m p l e . The Lyceums w e r e f o r m e d i n M a n c h e s t e r and S a l f o r d 

i n t h e l a t e 1830s as a u x i l i a r i e s t o M e c h a n i c s ' I n s t i t u t e s . 

The i n s t i t u t e s h a d g e n e r a l l y f a i l e d t o a t t r a c t a s u b s t a n t i a l 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s m e m b e r s h i p ; Heywood r e c o g n i s e d t h a t t h e f o r m a l 

l e c t u r e s o f t h e i n s t i t u t e s w e r e o f t e n t o o d e m a n d i n g f o r t h e 

e x h a u s t e d f a c t o r y w o r k e r , and o f f e r e d a l i g h t e r r e g i m e n o f 
51 

s o c i a l e v e n i n g s , s p o r t s and e x c u r s i o n s . A f t e r t h e C h a r t i s t 

a g i t a t i o n i n 184 2 Heywood c o n c e n t r a t e d h i s f u l l a t t e n t i o n on 

t h e Lyceums a s a n i n s t r u m e n t o f c o m m u n i t y w e l f a r e and c l a s s 

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . He l o w e r e d t h e s u b s c r i p t i o n a n d e n c o u r a g e d 

w i v e s t o a t t e n d ; t h e Lyceums w e r e t o be a home f r o m home, "a 

m a t c h f o r t h e p u b l i c h o u s e , " a n d a n a g r e e a b l e m e e t i n g g r o u n d 

f o r m a s t e r s and men. D e s p i t e t h e more r e l a x e d a n d e n t e r t a i n i n g 
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f a r e t h e r e was a n u n d e r l y i n g n o t e o f e a r n e s t n e s s , a s Heywood 

r e v e a l e d : " B e n e a t h t h e t e m p t i n g e x p e r i e n c e o f amusements and 

e x h i b i t i o n s , v a l u a b l e a s t h e y a r e , t h e r e must be a n u n d e r 

c u r r e n t o f s o l i d i n s t r u c t i o n t o s u p p o r t y o u r p r o g r e s s . " Thus 

H a r r i e t M a r t i n e a u 1 s m o r a l t a l e s o f p o l i t i c a l economy w e r e 

r e a d a l o u d w h i l e t h e w o r k i n g men t o o k t h e i r c o f f e e . 

The Lyceums w e r e a f a i l u r e a c c o r d i n g t o t h e c r i t e r i a 

o f t h e i r p r o m o t e r s . R e p o r t i n g o n t h e e x p e r i m e n t i n h i s 

h i s t o r y o f a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , Hudson c o n c l u d e d : " T h e i r m o r a l 

i n f l u e n c e h a s become i n o p e r a t i v e a g a i n s t t h e s i n g i n g rooms 
52 

w h i c h h a v e s p r u n g up i n t h e c o t t o n m e t r o p o l i s . " Heywood 

f o u n d t h a t h i s e f f o r t s t o d e v e l o p a common s o c i a b i l i t y among 

e m p l o y e r s a n d e m p l o y e d w e r e v i t i a t e d b y s o c i a l d i s t a n c e . 

The m e c h a n i c s ' p a r t i e s w e r e u n e a s y p a r a d e s a l o n g t h e c l a s s 

f r o n t i e r . The m i d d l e - c l a s s d i r e c t o r s w e r e s e l f - c o n s c i o u s i n 

t h e i r b o n h o m i e , a n d t h e w o r k i n g men t o o o b v i o u s l y o n t h e i r 

b e s t b e h a v i o u r t o g i v e t h e s e o c c a s i o n s a n y r e a l c o n v i v i a l i t y . 

F o r t h e w o r k i n g men, t r y i n g t o b e < f e s t i v e i n t h e s e c i r c u m s 

t a n c e s must h a v e b e e n l i k e a t t e m p t i n g a c l o g d a n c e o n a 

t i g h t r o p e . The p r o p r i e t y o f s u c h o c c a s i o n s d i s i n t e g r a t e d , 

a s Heywood m o u r n f u l l y r e p o r t e d t o ' h i s s o n i n 18 5 1 : 
The c h a r a c t e r o f t h e t h i n g i s c h a n g e d . I am g l a d 
y o u w e r e t h e r e , h o w e v e r , f o r o l d s a k e ' s s a k e . I t 
i s somewhat h u m i l i a t i n g t h a t t h e s o b e r s p e a k e r s 
s h o u l d be t h e s t o p g a p s b e t w e e n t h e a c t s . 5 3 
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The d a n g e r t h a t amusements m i g h t d i l u t e o r o b l i t e r a t e i n s t r u c 

t i o n was a c o n s t a n t h a z a r d t o i m p r o v e r s . 

Y e t amusements w e r e u n d e n i a b l y i m p o r t a n t t o t h e a p p e a l 

o f s e c t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s no l o n g e r a s s u r e d o f a r e a d y f l o w o f 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s r e c r u i t s . The c h u r c h e s may h a v e t u r n e d t h e i r 

b a c k s on t r a d i t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n s , b u t i n t h e Sunday s c h o o l s 

o f a l l d e n o m i n a t i o n s t h e y w e r e a c t i v e i n p r o m o t i n g c o u n t e r 

a t t r a c t i o n s . I n B o l t o n i n t h e 1 8 2 0 s , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e Sunday 

s c h o o l s had i n s t i t u t e d r e g u l a r t e a p a r t i e s t o k e e p t h e i r 

p u p i l s f r o m d e f e c t i n g o n r a c e m e e t i n g d a y s . I n t h e e a r l y 

'40s t h e y b e g a n t o c o m b i n e w i t h t h e j u n i o r d i v i s i o n s o f t h e 

t o w n ' s t e m p e r a n c e a s s o c i a t i o n t o d o m i n a t e t h e p o p u l a r h o l i d a y 

r i t u a l o f t h e W h i t W a l k s — s t r e e t p r o c e s s i o n s o f w i t n e s s 

c o m p l e t e w i t h f l a g s a n d d e c o r a t i o n s and m a r c h i n g b a n d s (minus 

t h e s p i c e d a l e w h i c h h a d b e e n s e r v e d a t Sunday s c h o o l t r e a t s 
54 

t w e n t y y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y ) . The H a l f - H o l i d a y Hand-Book, 

p u b l i s h e d i n M a n c h e s t e r i n v 1 8 4 6 , was meant " t o a s s i s t c o n d u c 

t o r s and s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s o f Sunday s c h o o l s i n s e l e c t i n g a 

l o c a l i t y f o r t h e p e r i o d i c a l e x c u r s i o n s o f t h e i r p u p i l s . " I t 

was t h e S u n d a y s c h o o l t e a c h e r s i n B o l t o n who t o o k t h e l e a d 

i n f o r m i n g t h e a n t i - s i n g i n g s a l o o n a s s o c i a t i o n w h i c h c a m p a i g n e d 

a g a i n s t t h e S t a r ; one t e a c h e r p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e b e s t 
c o u n t e r t o t h e c o n c e r t room l a y i n e x p a n d i n g t h e s c h o o l s ' 

55 
r e c r e a t i o n a l programme. 
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I n t h e s c h o o l s p r o p e r s o l i d i n s t r u c t i o n p r e d o m i n a t e d , 

t h o u g h t h e p o l i c y m a k e r s o f e d u c a t i o n w e r e a w a r e o f t h e 

d i d a c t i c p o t e n t i a l o f r e c r e a t i o n . K a y - S h u t t l e w o r t h a c k n o w 

l e d g e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e p l a y g r o u n d a s "a s o u r c e o f m o r a l 

t r a i n i n g , " w h e r e i n c h i l d r e n c o u l d be t a u g h t t o m a i n t a i n " m u t u a l 

g o o d o f f i c e s ... a n d p r o p r i e t y o f demeanour." P l a y g r o u n d s , 

h o w e v e r , r e m a i n e d s c a r c e . ^ B u t i n t h e 1840s t h e e d u c a t i o n 

s e c r e t a r y d i d p r o m o t e one c l a s s r o o m s u b j e c t w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e 

r e c r e a t i o n a l c o n t e n t . The E d u c a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t g a v e warm 

e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o t h e new s y s t e m s o f c l a s s i n s t r u c t i o n i n 

c h o r a l m u s i c — t h e H u l l a h and T o n i c S o l - f a m e t h o d . E c h o i n g 

F l e t c h e r o f S a l t o u n , K a y - S h u t t l e w o r t h d e c l a r e d a p e o p l e ' s 

s o n g s "an i m p o r t a n t means o f f o r m i n g a n i n d u s t r i o u s , b r a v e , 

l o y a l a n d r e l i g i o u s w o r k i n g c l a s s . " "They m i g h t , " he 

v e n t u r e d , " i n s p i r e c h e e r f u l v i e w s o f i n d u s t r y " a n d " a s s o c i a t e 
57 

amusements ... w i t h d u t i e s . " A g r e a t many s c h o o l s c o n t i n u e d 

t o p a y no a t t e n t i o n t o m u s i c a l i n s t r u c t i o n , b u t t h e new 

s y s t e m s d i d make an e x t r e m e l y i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 

p o p u l a r m u s i c - m a k i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e i n d u s t r i a l c i t i e s 

o f t h e N o r t h w h e r e t h e y r e i n f o r c e d a l r e a d y s t r o n g m u s i c a l 

t r a d i t i o n s . The d i s c i p l i n e o f t h e a d u l t c h o i r s a n d t h e 

p r e d o m i n a n t l y s a c r e d c o n t e n t o f t h e i r programmes c o n t i n u e d t o 

recommend t h e m s e l v e s t o t h o s e c o n c e r n e d w i t h m o r a l t r a i n i n g 
58 

i n t h e m i d - V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d . 
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I n t h e 184 0 s , h o w e v e r , t h e s i n g l e m o s t i m p o r t a n t 

a g e n c y o f r e c r e a t i o n a l i m p r o v e m e n t was t h e r i s i n g t e m p e r a n c e 

movement. Though m o s t o f i t s i n j u n c t i o n s w e r e p r o h i b i t i v e 

i t s f o u n d i n g f a t h e r s w e r e n o t k i l l - j o y s . J o s e p h L i v e s e y o f 

P r e s t o n , f o r e x a m p l e , i n t e s t i f y i n g t o t h e D r u n k e n C o m m i t t e e 

i n 1 8 3 4 , h a d n o t o b j e c t e d t o e i t h e r m u s i c o r d a n c i n g i n 

b e e r s h o p s a n d p u b s , p r o v i d e d t h e r e was some o f f i c i a l r e g u l a t i o n 

O n l y l a t e r d i d t e m p e r a n c e become subsumed by t h e c a n o n o f 

r e s t r i c t i v e r e s p e c t a b i l i t y . E v e n t h e n i t m a i n t a i n e d a . 

c o n s t r u c t i v e c o n c e r n t o d e f e a t t h e pub by b u i l d i n g up c o u n t e r 

a t t r a c t i o n s , i n t h e t r a d i t i o n o f James S i l k B u c k i n g h a m ' s 1834 

p r o p o s a l s f o r p a r k s a n d p l a y g r o u n d s , w h i c h h a d b e e n meant " t o 

d r a w o f f b y i n n o c e n t and p l e a s u r a b l e r e c r e a t i o n a n d i n s t r u c t i o n 
6 0 

a l l who c a n be weaned f r o m h a b i t s o f d r i n k i n g . " 

The movement showed c o n s i d e r a b l e e n e r g y and i m a g i n a t i o n 

i n p r o v i d i n g c o u n t e r - a t t r a c t i o n s . T hough h a r d l y u n i q u e t o 

t h e movement, t h e r a i l w a y e x c u r s i o n became a common t e m p e r a n c e 

r e c r e a t i o n i n t h e ' 4 0 s — T h o m a s C o o k , f i r s t t e m p e r a n c e 

r e f o r m e r , l a t e r t r a v e l m a g n a t e , r a n h i s f i r s t t r i p i n 1 8 4 1 , 

t o remove w o r k i n g - c l a s s c h i l d r e n f r o m t h e t e m p t a t i o n s o f 
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L e i c e s t e r r a c e - w e e k . T e m p e r a n c e s o c i e t i e s w e r e a s p r o m i n e n t 

as t h e Sunday s c h o o l s i n a p p r o p r i a t i n g t h e p o p u l a r W h i t W a l k s 

i n t h e N o r t h , a nd j u s t a s k e e n i n p r o s e l y t i z i n g t h e y o u n g 

( t h e two i n s t i t u t i o n s w e r e , o f c o u r s e , f r e q u e n t l y m a i n t a i n e d 
6 2 

u n d e r t h e same r e l i g i o u s s p o n s o r s h i p ) . The e n t h u s i a s m o f 
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t h e t e m p e r a n c e y o u t h f i f e and drum band i n B o l t o n was s u c h 

a s t o condemn i t a s a p u b l i c n u i s a n c e i n t h e e y e s a n d e a r s o f 

some r e s i d e n t s . T e m p e r a n c e h a l l s p r o v i d e d w h a t was o f t e n t h e 

o n l y f a c i l i t y f o r l a r g e p o p u l a r a s s e m b l i e s b e f o r e t h e g r e a t 

t o w n h a l l s w e r e b u i l t : B o l t o n ' s T e m p e r a n c e H a l l o p e n e d i n 

184 0, i t s t o w n h a l l i n 1 8 7 3 . The movement d e v e l o p e d i t s own 

f r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s a n d p r o d u c e d a v a s t l i t e r a t u r e w h i c h was 

a r e c r e a t i o n i n i t s e l f . T h ough many t e m p e r a n c e m e e t i n g s 

w e r e d a u n t i n g l y s i n g l e - m i n d e d , t h e movement was, b y t h e l a t e 

' 4 0 s , c l e a r l y p r o v i d i n g a n a l t e r n a t i v e w o r l d o f r e c r e a t i o n 

f o r t h e l o w e r m i d d l e a n d w o r k i n g c l a s s e s . S a m u e l S m i l e s 

made a n o t e o f i t s p r o g r e s s i n 1846: 

Our t e m p e r a n c e r e f o r m e r s h a v e b e e n s l o w t o r e c o g n i s e 
t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e s e t r u t h s ; b u t t h e y a r e now 
b e g i n n i n g t o a c t o n them. They b e g i n t o f e e l t h a t 
t h e r e i s no o t h e r way t o d e f e a t d r i n k b u t t o o u t r i v a l , , 
i t w i t h a t t r a c t i o n s o f a h i g h e r k i n d — s u c h a s m u s i c , 
c h e a p r a i l w a y e x c u r s i o n s , c h e a p c o n c e r t s , a n d c h e a p 
r u r a l g a l a s . 6 3 

A few y e a r s l a t e r , W i l l i a m H o w i t t c o n c l u d e d : "The T e m p e r a n c e 

A s s o c i a t i o n s h a v e a p p r o a c h e d n e a r e r t o t h e i d e a l o f a 

p o p u l a r f e s t i v a l t h a n a n y o t h e r b o d y y e t ... . T h e y a r e 
64-

f i n d i n g o u t t h e a r t t o be g l a d a n d s o c i a l , m e r r y a nd w i s e . " 

The a p p e a l o f t e m p e r a n c e r e c r e a t i o n s w as, h o w e v e r , 

g r e a t l y r e s t r i c t e d by t h e s t r o n g p r e j u d i c e a g a i n s t t h e 

movement among t h e . w o r k i n g c l a s s e s ; I n a b e e r c u l t u r e , 

w o r k i n g m e n r e g a r d e d t e m p e r a n c e i t s e l f a s a d a n g e r o u s l y 

u n h e a l t h y p r a c t i c e (a p o i n t much e m p h a s i s e d i n t h e c o u n t e r -
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propaganda of the publican), and the missionary zeal of the 
6 5 

reformers circumscribed enjoyment of the recreations. The 

c a l l for forbearance was too often translated into unpopular 

campaigns to close the pubs, which brought down such r e c r i m i 

nations from the working class as the Bolton and Hyde Park 

r i o t s i n the mid '50s. On occasions, temperance philanthropy 

was thrown back i n the face of i t s promoters. In 1844, 

Thomas Trevaskis, 'The Temperance Father of the West,' offered 

the people of Padstow i n Cornwall a fat bullock to roast fOr 

seven years, to replace the usual revelry of the annual 

f e s t i v a l of the Padstow Hobby Horse—when he drove the f i r s t 

bullock into town, both he and his o f f e r i n g were driven out 
6 6 

by a h a i l of stones. Temperance reformers were attacked by 

working-class c r i t i c s for a t t r i b u t i n g s o l e l y to intemperance 

the e v i l s which came from the general squalor and meanness of 

the urban environment—evils which could only be remedied by 

more comprehensive reforms than r e s t r i c t i o n s on the availabi^-

l i t y of drink. The f e e l i n g that the temperance movement was 

a fundamental i n s u l t to the c a p a b i l i t i e s of h i s class stung 

Francis Place into a wholesale attack upon Buckingham's 
proposals, even though they recommended a general improvement 

67 
of amenities. 

As we have seen i n the case of William Lovett, there 

were working-class reformers who pioneered t h e i r own schemes 

of r a t i o n a l recreation. In his autobiography Lovett r e c a l l e d 
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w i t h d i s t a s t e t h e c r u d e r e c r e a t i o n s o f h i s y o u t h , a n d t h e 

f o r m u l a f o r h i s P e o p l e ' s H a l l s f o r e s w o r e d r i n k a n d b o o r i s h n e s s : 

L e t us b l e n d , a s f a r a s o u r means w i l l e n a b l e u s , 
s t u d y w i t h r e c r e a t i o n , a n d s h a r e i n a n y r a t i o n a l 
amusement ( u n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e means o f 
i n t o x i c a t i o n ) c a l c u l a t e d t o s o o t h e o u r a n x i e t i e s 
a n d a l l e v i a t e o u r t o i l s . 

L o v e t t was an e a r l y a g i t a t o r f o r t h e Sunday o p e n i n g o f a r t 

g a l l e r i e s a n d museums, t h e e p i t o m e o f ' s t u d y w i t h r e c r e a t i o n . ' 

T h i s was a l l p a r t o f h i s c o n c e r n t o p r o m o t e a c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y 

r a t i o n a l l i f e - s t y l e f o r h i s c l a s s . Thus he a l s o e m p h a s i s e d 

t h e v a l u e o f c o r r e c t d i e t a n d p r o p e r e x e r c i s e a n d e n c o u r a g e d 

g r e a t e r a t t e n t i o n t o p e r s o n a l m a n n e r s , r e j e c t i n g i n t h e 

p r o c e s s t h e r h e t o r i c o f F e a r g u s O'Connor, f o r whom r o u g h n e s s 

o f s p e e c h and b e a r i n g was a d e f i a n t b a dge o f c l a s s . W r o t e 

L o v e t t : 

U n s h o r n c h i n s , unwashed f a c e s , a n d d i r t y h a b i t s w i l l 
i n n o w i s e p r e p a r e y o u f o r p o l i t i c a l a n d s o c i a l gg 
e q u a l i t y w i t h t h e d e c e n t p o r t i o n o f y o u r b r e t h r e n . 

L o v e t t d i s p l a y e d s o m e t h i n g o f t h a t p u r i t a n s t r e a k 

w h i c h a p p e a r e d i n o t h e r w o r k i n g - c l a s s l e a d e r s . Thomas C o o p e r , 

f o r e x a m p l e , e x t e n d e d h i s s t r i c t u r e s o n l o o s e e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
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t o i n c l u d e a l l d a n c i n g a n d t h e a t r e g o i n g . B u t , a s L o v e t t ' s 

r e b u t t a l o f O'Connor i n d i c a t e s , r e s p e c t a b i l i t y was n o t a n 

end i n i t s e l f , b u t a means t o c l a s s a d v a n c e m e n t o n a b r o a d 

f r o n t . A l t h o u g h t h e P e o p l e ' s H a l l s w e r e s h o r t - l i v e d i n s t i t u 

t i o n s , L o v e t t ' s t a c t i c s d i d p a y o f f , f o r i t was h i s 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s o n t h e p a r t o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s w h i c h d i d 



much t o s e c u r e t h e f a v o u r a b l e r e p o r t o n p u b l i c l i b r a r i e s . ' " 

T h e r e a r e e x a m p l e s o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s r e f o r m e r s whose a m b i t i o n s . 

f o r t h e i r c l a s s w e r e a s d e d i c a t e d a s L o v e t t ' s b u t whose 

manner was l e s s r i g o r o u s . C h r i s t o p h e r Thomson was a l i v e l y 

c h a r a c t e r who s t a r t e d an A r t i s a n ' s I m p r o v e m e n t S o c i e t y i n 

S u f f o l k , a n d r e v i t a l i s e d t h e v i l l a g e f e a s t . One d a y o f t h e 

week's c e l e b r a t i o n s was d e v o t e d t o " i n t e l l e c t u a l t r a i n i n g , " 
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t o b a l a n c e w h a t he t e r m e d t h e " b e e f and p u d d i n g b u s i n e s s . " 

The b l e n d seems t o h a v e b e e n s u c c e s s f u l , b u t m o s t w o r k i n g -

c l a s s schemes e s c h e w e d t h e e a s y c o n g e n i a l i t y w h i c h Thomson 

f o s t e r e d , f o r e a r n e s t n e s s a nd p r o p r i e t y w e r e weapons f o r -

w i n n i n g c o n c e s s i o n s f r o m t h e s y s t e m . 

O n l y by d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h e i r c o mmitment t o t h e 

s e r i o u s d u t i e s o f r e c r e a t i o n c o u l d t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s p r o v e 

t h e i r f i t n e s s , f o r t h e s h o r t e n i n g o f t h e w o r k i n g d a y , a g i t a t i o n 

f o r w h i c h d r e w i n c r e a s e d a t t e n t i o n t o t h e q u e s t i o n o f p o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n i n t h e m i d and l a t e 1 8 4 0 s . When t h e c h i e f 

a r c h i t e c t o f t h e Ten H o u r s B i l l , L o r d S h a f t e s b u r y , was 

h o n o u r e d b y a p u b l i c a d d r e s s i n B o l t o n i n 1 8 5 0 , he t o o k t h e 

o c c a s i o n t o w a r n t h e w o r k i n g - c l a s s a u d i e n c e o f t h e g r e a t 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t h e y f a c e d now t h a t t h e b i l l h a d p a s s e d i n t o 

l a w ; he i m p l o r e d them t o t u r n t o g o o d a c c o u n t t h e e x t r a f r e e 

t i m e t h e y h a d a c q u i r e d — t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e y d i d n o t a b u s e 

t h e i r a d d i t i o n a l l e i s u r e b y " s e n s e l e s s a n d d i s g u s t i n g 

r e c r e a t i o n s . " He u r g e d them t o s e e t h e b i l l a s a s t a r t i n g 



p o i n t i n " t h e i r g r e a t c a r e e r o f m o r a l a n d s o c i a l i m p r o v e m e n t . " ' 

I n t h i s , a s i n many o t h e r m a t t e r s , t h e B o l t o n w o r k i n g 

man, l i k e h i s f e l l o w s e l s e w h e r e , d i d n o t w a n t f o r g o o d 

a d v i c e ; b u t he s t i l l l a c k e d a d e q u a t e a m e n i t i e s . The t o w n 

h a d b e e n one o f t h e e a r l i e s t t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e o f m u n i c i p a l 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n a n d h a d r e c e i v e d i t s c h a r t e r i n 1 8 3 8 , b u t t h i s 

h a d d one l i t t l e t o s t i m u l a t e r e c r e a t i o n a l i m p r o v e m e n t . One 

i m p e d i m e n t had b e e n t h e p o l i t i c a l and s e c t a r i a n b i t t e r n e s s 

o f t h e 1 8 4 0 s , w h i c h d i v i d e d p u b l i c l i f e i n B o l t o n a s i n 

many o t h e r t o w n s . The T o r i e s a s s a i l e d t h e L i b e r a l s a s 

' p o l i t i c a l e c o n o m i s t s ' whose r e t r e n c h m e n t s t h r e a t e n e d p o p u l a r 

amusements i n g e n e r a l a n d t h e C r o s s K e y s F a i r i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

The L i b e r a l s r e t o r t e d by a t t a c k i n g t h e T o r i e s f o r c e l e b r a t i n g 

t h e i r f i r s t e l e c t i o n v i c t o r y b y c a l l i n g a h o l i d a y a n d 

s q u a n d e r i n g p u b l i c f u n d s o n a n i n a u g u r a l p r o c e s s i o n t o t h e 

p a r i s h c h u r c h , a n i n n o v a t i o n w h i c h g a v e a d d e d o f f e n c e i n 
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i t s i m p l i e d r e l i g i o u s d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . B o l t o n ' s g l e e c l u b 

was d e s t r o y e d b y q u a r r e l l i n g o v e r t h e C o r n Laws a n d a p r o j e c t 

f o r p u b l i c b a t h s was d e l a y e d b y p a r t y s q u a b b l i n g . The t o w n ' s 

p u b l i c l i b r a r y , o p e n e d i n 1 8 5 2 , was a l m o s t t h e o n l y m u n i c i p a l 

i m p r o v e m e n t t o r e c r e a t i o n . T h e r e w e r e e n l i g h t e n e d e m p l o y e r s 

l i k e t h e A s h w o r t h b r o t h e r s , b u t t h e C h r o n i c l e r e p o r t e d t h a t 

" t h e m a j o r i t y o f e m p l o y e r s c o n c e r n t h e m s e l v e s o n l y t o s e e 

t h a t t h e i r o p e r a t i v e s do t h e i r a l l o t t e d w o r k , a n d f o r 

n o u g h t b e s i d e . " The n e g l e c t was s t i l l e x t e n s i v e a s t h e p a p e r 
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made c l e a r i n a n o t h e r l a m e n t i n t h e m i d - ' 5 0 s : "Where i s 

t h e r e a town w h i c h e i t h e r i n i t s e l f , i t s e n v i r o n m e n t , o r i t s 

p u b l i c i n s t i t u t i o n s , o f f e r s s u c h s c a n t y means o f e i t h e r 
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p h y s i c a l o r m e n t a l r e c r e a t i o n t o t h e w o r k i n g m a n ? " 

The w i d e r e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s t h a t B o l t o n was f a r f r o m 

b e i n g a s e x c e p t i o n a l a s t h e l o c a l e d i t o r b e l i e v e d , f o r t h e 

o v e r a l l g a i n s i n r e c r e a t i o n a l i m p r o v e m e n t i n t h e '30s a n d '40s 

we r e s l e n d e r . I n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , t h e number o f schemes f o r 

r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n w e r e r e l a t i v e l y f e w i n number. A s we 

h a v e s e e n , v a r i o u s f a c t o r s h e l p e x p l a i n t h i s b a s i c p a u c i t y : 

g o v e r n m e n t a l d i s i n t e r e s t , r e i n f o r c e d b y t h e a r g u m e n t s o f 

l a i s s e z - f a i r e ; t h e f i n a n c i a l t i g h t n e s s o f t h e new m u n i c i p a l 

a u t h o r i t i e s ; t h e p r e s e n c e o f o t h e r , i n f i n i t e l y more t h r e a t e n i n g 

p r o b l e m s , w h i c h t e n d e d t o a b s o r b b o t h p u b l i c a n d p r i v a t e 

r e f o r m e n e r g i e s . E d u c a t i o n was t h e g r e a t s o c i a l p a n a c e a — 

r e c r e a t i o n , w h e r e i t s i m p o r t a n c e was r e c o g n i s e d , was s t i l l 

r e g a r d e d m o s t l y a s a n a c c e s s o r y , a n d t h e p h i l a n t h r o p y w h i c h 

was e x p e c t e d t o a s s i s t i n i t s i m p r o v e m e n t may h a v e b e e n 

c u r t a i l e d by t h e u n e v e n p e r f o r m a n c e o f t h e economy. 

Schemes t h a t w e r e i n t r o d u c e d w e r e o f t e n d i s a p p o i n t i n g 

t o p r o m o t e r s a n d p a r t i c i p a n t s — w h y was t h i s s o ? One common 

f e a t u r e w h i c h u n d o u b t e d l y a f f e c t e d w o r k i n g - c l a s s a t t e n d a n c e 

was t h e i n s i s t e n c e u p o n c e r t a i n p r e - r e q u i s i t e s o f c o n d u c t 

a n d a p p e a r a n c e . A t F l o c k t o n , a d m i s s i o n t o t h e company c l u b r o o m 
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a n d p l a y g r o u n d s was d e p e n d e n t u pon "a r e s p e c t a b l e demeanour" 

a n d , among t h e c h i l d r e n , e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e y h a d s i g n e d a 
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t e m p e r a n c e p l e d g e . A t a L i v e r p o o l m i l l , an a n n u a l summer 

f e t e was o p e n t o t h o s e e m p l o y e e s "whose g e n e r a l c o n d u c t 

e n t i t l e s them t o a t i c k e t , upon t h e i r b e i n g a b l e t o g i v e 

s a t i s f a c t o r y p r o o f o f b e i n g i n t h e h a b i t o f a t t e n d i n g some 
7 6 

p l a c e o f i n s t r u c t i o n o r o f p u b l i c w o r s h i p o n a S unday." 

S a m u e l G r e g c o n s i d e r e d t h a t o n l y a b o u t a h a l f o f h i s w o r k f o r c e 

w e r e e l i g i b l e f o r more t h a n one i n v i t a t i o n p e r y e a r t o h i s 
p a r t i e s ; t h e s e w e r e " t h e s u p e r i o r o n e s — t h e a r i s t o c r a c y o f 
t h e p l a c e . " A d m i s s i o n t o a f r e e e x h i b i t i o n i n B u r y ' s new 
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Town H a l l was d e n i e d t h o s e w e a r i n g c l o g s . The T imes p r o v i d e s 

a n o t h e r t e l l - t a l e e x a m p l e o f t h i s k i n d o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n 

r e p o r t i n g o n t h e p a s s a g e o f a p r i v a t e b i l l o f E w a r t ' s w h i c h 
7 8 

t h r e w o pen R e g e n t ' s P a r k t o t h e p u b l i c i n 1 8 4 1 . H e r e , 

c l a i m e d t h e p a p e r , was a n e n c o u r a g i n g move i n " t h e r e d e m p t i o n 

o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s t h r o u g h r e c r e a t i o n " ; a f t e r a l l , i t 

c o n t i n u e d , why s h o u l d t h e l o w e r o r d e r s n o t e n j o y " t h e l i b e r t y 

o f t a k i n g a w a l k i n t h e more p l e b e i a n p o r t i o n s o f t h e p a r k , 

p r o v i d e d t h e y h a v e a d e c e n t c o a t o n . " P r o v i d e d t h e y h a d 

d e c e n t c o a t s o n , p r o v i d e d t h e y w e r e r e g u l a r a t t e n d e r s a t 

Sunday S c h o o l , p r o v i d e d t h e y s i g n e d a t e m p e r a n c e p l e d g e — a l l 

t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s r e d u c e d t h e e l i g i b i l i t y o f w o r k p e o p l e . 

T h e r e w e r e , m o r e o v e r , some f r i e n d s o f i m p r o v e m e n t who f o u n d 

t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s m a n i f e s t l y t o o u n s c r u b b e d t o make a 
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r e s p e c t a b l e p u b l i c d e b u t . To B i s h o p B l o m f i e l d , s p e a k i n g i n 

t h e L o r d s , t h e way t o s o c i a l s a l v a t i o n l a y t h r o u g h t h e 

b a t h h o u s e : 

... i t must be o b v i o u s t h a t b e f o r e t h e n e e d f u l r e c r e a t i o n 
o f t h e p e o p l e c a n be a t t a i n e d , b e f o r e museums a n d 
p u b l i c p l a c e s c o u l d be made a v a i l a b l e , h a b i t s and 
c l e a n l i n e s s m u s t be d i f f u s e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e w h o l e 
c o m m u n i t y . 7 9 

C l e a n l i n e s s came b e f o r e g o d l i n e s s , b u t a b r o a d h i n t o f b o t h 

was n e e d e d t o g a i n e n t r a n c e t o t h e p a r k o r p l a y g r o u n d . 

More c e n t r a l t o an e x p l a n a t i o n o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

d i s e n c h a n t m e n t i s c l a s s h o s t i l i t y . T r e m e n h e e r e d i s c e r n e d 

t h i s i n t h e c o l l a p s e o f a l e n d i n g l i b r a r y scheme i n t h e N o r t h 

E a s t , w h i c h he a t t r i b u t e d t o "... t h e s p i r i t o f j e a l o u s 

s u s p i c i o n w i t h w h i c h e v e r y t h i n g s e t o n f o o t by t h e m a s t e r s i s 
8 0 

r e g a r d e d . " S p o r a d i c b e n e v o l e n c e s c o u l d o b v i o u s l y n o t d i s p e l 

o v e r n i g h t t h e w o r k i n g - c l a s s r e s e n t m e n t o f t h e a s s a u l t on 

p o p u l a r amusements w h i c h more f r e q u e n t l y m a r k e d t h e i n t e r e s t 

o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s i n s u c h m a t t e r s . R e c o n c i l i a t i o n may h a v e 

b e e n d i f f i c u l t w h e r e i m p r o v e m e n t was t o o c r u d e l y d e s i g n e d a s 

an i n s t r u m e n t o f w o r k d i s c i p l i n e . The T i m e s f o u n d t h i s m o t i v e 
d i s t r e s s i n g l y common: 

P o p u l a r g a t h e r i n g s a n d m e r r y m a k i n g s seem, r e a l l y , 
i n t h i s u t i l i t a r i a n g e n e r a t i o n , t o be t o l e r a t e d o n l y 
a s s t i m u l a n t s f o r p r o v o k i n g p e o p l e t o ' i n d u s t r y ' ... . 
I t i s e n t i r e l y r e p r e h e n s i b l e t o c e l e b r a t e w i t h m i s p l a c e d 
f e s t i v i t i e s w h a t i s i n r e a l i t y t h e g r e a t e s t d i s g r a c e 
o f a l l — v i z , t h e n e c e s s i t y o f s e c u r i n g t h e good c o n d u c t 
o f t h e p o o r by a r t i f i c i a l a n d s e c o n d a r y c o n t r i v a n c e s . 8 1 
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I t seems too that the employers 1 benevolences could carry a 

sting i n the t a i l , i f we take account of the experience of 

one workingman, who here r e c a l l s his unease at the spectacle 

of the boss i n g r a t i a t i n g himself with the men at the p r i n t e r s ' 

t r a d i t i o n a l autumn feast: 

Somehow i t generally happens that t h i s b r i e f moment of 
relaxation i s immediately followed by a tightening 
of the reigns of government and a rather rough assertion 
of authority. As i f the employer were f e a r f u l that 
his previous sentiments of universal brotherhood with 
which the hearts of employers expand convulsively and 
regularly once a year should be mistaken for anything 
more than they are meant for—mere flowers of r h e t o r i c — 
next day comes some Draconic enforcement of often 
obsolete laws. At the heels of the weigh-goose, too, 
there frequently comes 'the b u l l e t ' as i t i s termed, 
or the sudden discharge,. which sends a t h i r d or a Q2 
half of the hands a d r i f t a f t e r a fortnight's notice. 

Working-class d i s i l l u s i o n i n Bolton was fed by the 

shabby spectacle of the Peel Park scheme, whose e r r a t i c progress 

was sabotaged by sectional p r i o r i t i e s among the l o c a l middle 
8 3 

cl a s s . Although the machinery and resources of the 

municipal government were s u f f i c i e n t to provide for such a 

park i n 18 50,.public opinion decided that such an undertaking 

had to involve a p o s i t i v e act of w i l l on the part of the 

whole town, i n deference both to the memory of S i r Robert, 

and to the virtues of s e l f - h e l p . A committee was struck to 

r a i s e a public subscription and make an appeal to the working 

classes, who as the main prospective b e n e f i c i a r i e s were expec

ted to give the lead; once th e i r i n t e r e s t i n the scheme had 

been r e a l i s e d i n hard cash, the middle classes, so i t was 
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a r g u e d , w o u l d come f o r w a r d w i t h a s u b v e n t i o n . W o r k s h o p 

c o l l e c t i o n s o v e r t h e w i n t e r o f 1 8 5 0 - ' 5 1 m o u n t e d s t e a d i l y , 

and t h e T r e a s u r y w e i g h e d i n w i t h a g r a n t f r o m t h e g o v e r n m e n t . 

I n t h e m e a n t i m e t h e p a r k c o m m i t t e e ' s v o i c e g r e w f a i n t e r , a n d 

w o r k i n g m e n ' s l e t t e r s t o t h e C h r o n i c l e a s k e d i f t h e c o m m i t t e e 

ha d d i s a p p e a r e d . I t had c e r t a i n l y gone t o g r o u n d , a n d 

s u r f a c e d o n l y b r i e f l y i n t h e s p r i n g o f 1852 t o a n n o u n c e t h e 

s h e l v i n g o f t h e p a r k scheme i n v i e w o f t h e i n o r d i n a t e e x p e n s e 

o f l a n d . I n t h e f o l l o w i n g r e c r i m i n a t i o n s t h e R a d i c a l m a n u f a c 

t u r e r Thomasson a c c u s e d t h e ' T o r y ' c o m m i t t e e o f b a d f a i t h ; 

b a c k c a m e : t h e r e t o r t t h a t Thomasson was one o f s e v e r a l 

e m p l o y e r s who had r e f u s e d t o a l l o w c o l l e c t i o n s among t h e i r 

w o r k p e o p l e , f o r f e a r o f t h e p a r t y a d v a n t a g e t h e i r o p p o n e n t s 

m i g h t d e r i v e f r o m t h e s u c c e s s f u l p r o m o t i o n o f t h e scheme. 

Thomasson"s a l l e g e d b o y c o t t w a s , h o w e v e r , l e s s 

o f f e n s i v e t o t h e p o p u l a r m i n d t h a n t h a t o f t h e c l e r g y a n d 

Sunday s c h o o l t e a c h e r s . The d e f e n d e r s o f t h e S t a r a g a i n s t 

t h e a n t i - s i n g i n g s a l o o n a s s o c i a t i o n r a i s e d t h e c h a r g e t h a t 

t h e c h u r c h e s h a d s u n k P e e l P a r k (and o t h e r schemes) b y 

r e s e r v i n g t h e i r f u n d s f o r i m p r o v e m e n t s o f t h e i r own e s t a b l i s h 

m e nts r a t h e r t h a n f o r p r o j e c t s o f g e n e r a l p u b l i c b e n e f i t — 

t h i s a l l e g a t i o n r e m a i n e d a s t a p l e o f p o p u l a r d e b a t e i n B o l t o n 
8 4 

f o r n e a r l y t w e n t y y e a r s . S u c h c h a r g e s u n d o u b t e d l y k i l l e d 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s s u p p o r t f o r a n y - l a t e r s u b s c r i p t i o n scheme; 

when t h e r e was t a l k o f a P u b l i c I n s t i t u t i o n i n 1 8 6 0 , one 
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w o r k i n g m a n w r o t e t o t h e C h r o n i c l e e x p l a i n i n g t h a t he a n d h i s 

f a t h e r w e r e b o t h d e a f t o s u c h a p p e a l s , h a v i n g e a c h l o s t h a l f -
. . 85 

s o v e r e i g n s o n a p r e v i o u s p r o j e c t . 

C o mpounding s u c h a n t i p a t h y was t h e d i s t i n c t u n e a s e 

w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i s e d t h e s o c i a l e x c h a n g e s b e t w e e n t h e c l a s s e s 

o n o c c a s i o n s when r e c r e a t i o n was t a k e n i n common. As we h a v e 

s e e n , t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i a l b r i d g e s w h i c h had b e e n b u i l t 

b y t h e c h u r c h a n d t h e a r i s t o c r a c y h a d e i t h e r f a l l e n i n t o 

d i s u s e o r w e r e m a i n t a i n e d f o r t h e o c c a s i o n a l r i t e s o f a n 

o b s o l e s c e n t s u b - c u l t u r e ; t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e m p l o y e r o r 

p r o f e s s i o n a l man had no h a b i t o f e a s y a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h h i s 

w o r k p e o p l e . I t was s t i l l p o s s i b l e t o m a i n t a i n t h a t : "The 

g r e a t p r a c t i c a l e d u c a t i o n o f a n E n g l i s h m a n i s d e r i v e d f r o m 
8 6 

t h e i n c e s s a n t i n t e r c o u r s e b e t w e e n m a s t e r a n d man i n t r a d e , " 

b u t t h e s o c i a l e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e w o r k p l a c e was a l r e a d y b e c o m i n g 

t o o d i s c r e t e and l i m i t e d t o g e n e r a t e much g e n u i n e s o c i a b i l i t y 

i n t h e more l o o s e l y s t r u c t u r e d m i l i e u o f r e c r e a t i o n . A 

f u n d a m e n t a l s h o r t c o m i n g among r e f o r m e r s was t h a t t h e y h a d 

l i t t l e r e a l k n o w l e d g e o f t h e a c t u a l s u b s t a n c e o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

l e i s u r e a n d r e c r e a t i o n ; i n a n a g e o f e x t e n s i v e s o c i a l e n q u i r y , 

t h e w o r k i n g man was more s t u d i e d , more u n d e r s t o o d , a nd more 

r e s p e c t e d i n t h e s e t t i n g o f h i s w o r k t h a n o f h i s p l a y . A t 

t h e end o f t h e w o r k i n g d a y m a s t e r a nd men p a r t e d , a n d f r o m 

t h i s f a c t a S h e f f i e l d M.P. f e l t o b l i g e d t o i n f o r m a s e l e c t 

c o m m i t t e e o n p u b l i c w a l k s : " I am s c a r c e l y a c o m p e t e n t w i t n e s s 
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8 7 t o t h e i r ( t h e w o r k i n g m e n ' s ) s o c i a l h a b i t s . " S a r g a n t , t h e 

B i r m i n g h a m m a n u f a c t u r e r r e c o r d e d how he had d e c e i v e d h i m s e l f 

w i t h t h e f a c i l e a s s u m p t i o n t h a t t h e s t e a d y h a b i t s he saw i n 

h i s own w o r k s h o p w e r e c o n s i s t e n t l y r e p r o d u c e d i n l i f e o u t s i d e 

o f w o r k : 

M o s t o f us know v e r y l i t t l e a b o u t w h a t g o e s o n among 
workmen i n t h e e v e n i n g . We s e e them i n t h e i r p l a c e s 
d u r i n g t h e d a y , we f i n d them a l w a y s r e a d y t o l a b o u r 
when t h e y a r e c a l l e d u p o n , and we s e t them down a s 
men o f t e m p e r a t e h a b i t s ; i n f e r r i n g f r o m t h e i r r e g u l a 
r i t y t h a t t h e y a r e n o t g u i l t y o f e x c e s s e s i n t h e i r 
l e i s u r e h o u r s . I t i s s o m e t i m e s s t a r t l i n g t o f i n d 
t h a t we a r e e n t i r e l y m i s t a k e n . 8 8 

P l e b e i a n r e c r e a t i o n was, t h e r e f o r e , a n a l i e n w o r l d , a n d t h e 

m i d d l e - c l a s s i n t e r l o p e r . w a s l e a s t u n h a p p y i n i t when d e c o r a t i n g 

a p l a t f o r m o r s t a n d i n g a t a l e c t e r n . The f i r s t s t a n c e s e r v e d 

t o e m p h a s i s e s o c i a l d i s t a n c e , t h e s e c o n d made p l a i n t h e 

d i d a c t i c i n t e n t i o n s o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n — a f u r t h e r 

i m p e d i m e n t t o i t s r e a l i s a t i o n . 

W h a t e v e r i t s a c c e s s o r i e s , r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n was 

b a s i c a l l y a n d r e l e n t l e s s l y d i d a c t i c . A s Heywood had r e v e a l e d , 

t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t s a t t h e Lyceums w e r e d e v i s e d t o s u g a r t h e 

p i l l o f i n s t r u c t i o n . Once t h e r e v e l l e r s w e r e p i n n e d t o t h e i r 

s e a t s by a g r e a t w e i g h t o f t e a and b u n s , t h e y became a 

c a p t i v e a u d i e n c e f o r l e c t u r e s o n p o l i t i c a l economy, o r 

h o m i l i e s o n t h e v i r t u e s o f a C h r i s t i a n home l i f e . Y e t i t i s 

i m p o r t a n t t o r e a l i s e t h a t Heywood was a v e n t u r e s o m e man i n 

h i s d a y , f o r he was w i l l i n g t o a l l o w t h a t p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n 
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c o u l d l e g i t i m a t e l y e m b r a c e p l e a s u r e , t h e p u r s u i t o f w h i c h was 

v i l i f i e d i n h i s own c u l t u r e a s t h e r o a d t o v i c i o u s s e n s u a l 

g r a t i f i c a t i o n — t h e mark o f a n u n r e g e n e r a t e a r i s t o c r a c y a n d 

a r e c a l c i t r a n t w o r k i n g c l a s s . He was a l s o ( a g a i n s t t h e 

w i s h e s o f h i s f e l l o w d i r e c t o r s ) p r e p a r e d t o s e r v e b e e r ("the 

m e r r y b r o w n b o w l " ) a t t h e m e c h a n i c s ' p a r t i e s . He w a s , i n f a c t , 

p r e p a r e d t o meet w o r k i n g - c l a s s c u l t u r e h a l f - w a y . T h a t t h i s 

was e x c e p t i o n a l may be j u d g e d by c o m p a r i n g Heywood's t o l e r a n c e 

w i t h t h e f o r b i d d i n g s e v e r i t y o f . c o r r e s p o n d e n t s t o t h e B o l t o n , 

C h r o n i c l e o n t h i s q u e s t i o n . P r o Bono P u b l i c o , f o r e x a m p l e , 

m a i n t a i n e d : " I w o u l d a d v o c a t e no amusements b u t s u c h a s 

w o u l d i m p a r t a h i g h - t o n e d m o r a l i t y a n d p u r e d e v o t i o n a l 

p r i n c i p l e s . " A l e t t e r f r o m a t r a d e s m a n o n €he P e e l P a r k 

p r o p o s a l p u t h i s v i e w t h u s : "The p r o p e r p a r k f o r a S u nday 

a f t e r n o o n i s a t a s t e f u l l y l a i d o u t m o d e r n c e m e t e r y , w h e r e a 

c o n s p i c u o u s t a b l e t , t o t h e memory-of S i r . R o b e r t P e e l , o r a n y 

o t h e r g r e a t a n d g o o d man w o u l d p r e a c h a s e r m o n u p o n t h e 
8 9 

r e w a r d o f v i r t u e i n t h e f u t u r e . " Mayhew o f f e r e d c o n f i r m a t i o n 

o f t h e d i s c o u r a g i n g b u r d e n t h a t i m p r o v i n g r e c r e a t i o n was 

e x p e c t e d t o c a r r y . He recommended "wholesome amusements" 

t o r e s c u e t h e c o s t e r m o n g e r s f r o m " t h e m o r a l m i r e i n w h i c h 

t h e y a r e w a l l o w i n g " b u t a d d e d : 
The m i s f o r t u n e , h o w e v e r , i s t h a t , when we s e e k t o 
e l e v a t e t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e p e o p l e , we g i v e them 
s u c h mere d r y a b s t r a c t t r u t h s a nd dogmas t o d i g e s t , 
t h a t t h e u n e d u c a t e d m i n d t u r n s away w i t h a b h o r r e n c e ... 
we s t r i v e t o make t r u e k n o w l e d g e a n d t r u e b e a u t y 
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a s f o r b i d d i n g a s p o s s i b l e t o t h e u n e d u c a t e d a n d t h e 
u n r e f i n e d t h a t t h e y f l y t o t h e i r p e n n y g a f f s , t h e i r 
t w o - p e n n y h o p s , t h e i r b e e r s h o p s a nd t h e i r g a m b l i n g 
g r o u n d s f o r p l e a s u r e s w h i c h we d e n y them, a nd w h i c h 
we, i n o u r a r r o g a n c e , b e l i e v e i t i s p o s s i b l e f o r 
them t o do w i t h o u t . 9 0 

By t h e e a r l y 1 8 5 0 s , when Mayhew was w r i t i n g , t h e r e 

c o u l d be no d o u b t t h a t b i g c h a n g e s had t a k e n p l a c e i n 

p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n . The s t u d y o f a s o c i e t y a t p l a y was h e l d 

t o be a n e s p e c i a l l y r e v e a l i n g t e s t o f i t s m o r a l c h a r a c t e r , 

and s e v e r a l c o m m e n t a t o r s w e r e c o m f o r t e d b y E n g l a n d ' s r e c o r d 
91 

o f i m p r o v e m e n t . B u t i m p r o v e m e n t was e s s e n t i a l l y a m i d d l e -

c l a s s c o n c e p t a nd a p p l a u d i n g i t s p r o g r e s s was p r i m a r i l y a n 

e x e r c i s e i n b o u r g e o i s s e l f - c o n g r a t u l a t i o n . R a t i o n a l r e c r e a 

t i o n c o u l d c l a i m i t s s u c c e s s e s , b u t i t had e n c o u n t e r e d a 

number o f d i f f i c u l t i e s w h i c h w o u l d n o t a d m i t o f e a s y s o l u t i o n 

i n a c l a s s s o c i e t y . Men i n t h e f i e l d c l o s e t o w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

l i f e r e a l i s e d how f o r m i d a b l e was t h e t a s k o f r e m a k i n g a 

w h o l e c u l t u r e . A s T r e m e n h e e r e p o i n t e d o u t : 
To t r a i n a r i s i n g s o c i e t y i n t h e r i g h t way, i s a 
p r o c e s s o f c o m p a r a t i v e l y l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t y , b u t 
t o c h a n g e a g r e a t u n e d u c a t e d mass r e q u i r e s t h e 
w e l l d i r e c t e d e f f o r t o f many y e a r s . 9 2 
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I I I . THE NEW LEISURE WORLD OF THE MID-VICTORIANS: 
THE EXPANSION OF MIDDLE-CLASS RECREATION, 
ITS PRACTICE AND RATIONALE 

" L e t u s t h e n c o n s e n t t o a l i t t l e u n h a r n e s s i n g f r o m 

t h e g o - c a r t s o f l i f e . " By 1 8 6 4 , when t h i s a p p e a l was made i n 

a r e f o r m i n g p e r i o d i c a l a d d r e s s i n g i t s e l f t o "The P h i l o s o p h y 

o f Amusement," s u c h c o n c e r n f o r t h e p l a c e o f r e c r e a t i o n i n 

modern l i f e was l e s s a p r o t e s t a g a i n s t some b e g r u d g i n g s p i r i t 

o f t h e t i m e s t h a n an a c k n o w l e d g m e n t o f t h e g r e a t l y e x p a n d e d 

w o r l d o f m i d d l e - c l a s s l e i s u r e . 1 From t h e m i d - c e n t u r y , l e i s u r e 

a n d i t s a c t i v i t i e s became a new a r e a o f s o c i a l i n n o v a t i o n a n d 

f u l f i l m e n t f o r t h e V i c t o r i a n b o u r g e o i s i e ; l i k e t h e i r i n f e r i o r s 

t h e y w e r e e n t e r i n g i n t o t h e p r o c e s s o f d e v e l o p i n g a new 

c u l t u r e w i t h i n t h e u n i q u e m a t r i x o f a m a t u r i n g u r b a n i n d u s t r i a l 

s o c i e t y . The i n c r e a s i n g l y p r o m i n e n t r o l e o f r e c r e a t i o n i n 

m i d d l e - c l a s s l i f e , i t s e f f e c t s upon t h e b o u r g e o i s i d e n t i t y , 

t h e d e b a t e w h i c h s u c h c h a n g e s g e n e r a t e d — a l l t h e s e f e a t u r e s 

o f t h e new l e i s u r e w o r l d . h e l d i m p o r t a n t i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r 

c a m p a i g n s t o i m p r o v e t h e r e c r e a t i o n s o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s . 

F rom t h e 1850s o n w a r d s t h e r e w e r e many t e s t i m o n i e s 

b o t h t o t h e g e n e r a l e x p a n s i o n o f l e i s u r e a n d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 

o f a w i d e r a n g e o f r e c r e a t i o n s d e v i s e d t o f i l l t h i s new l i f e 

s p a c e . I n a l e c t u r e o n t h e i n f l u e n c e s o f c i t y l i f e , g i v e n i n 
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1 8 5 7 , C h a r l e s K i n g s l e y r e m a r k e d : " E v e r y man h a s now a 

h u n d r e d means o f r a t i o n a l o c c u p a t i o n a n d amusement w h i c h w e r e 
2 

c l o s e d t o h i s g r a n d f a t h e r . " Some t w e n t y y e a r s l a t e r , a 

l e a d i n g a r t i c l e i n The T i m e s g r u m b l e d a t t h e i m p o r t u n a t e 

demands o f 'Modern Amusements': 
The s p a c e we o u r s e l v e s a r e f r o m t i m e t o t i m e c o m p e l l e d 
t o s u r r e n d e r t o t h i s c l a s s o f s u b j e c t i s i n i t s e l f 
n o t t h e l e a s t p r o o f o f t h e i m p o r t a n c e t h e y h a v e 
a t t a i n e d ... a m i n g l e d mass o f p e r f e c t l y l e g i t i m a t e 
p l e a s u r e s e v e r t h r u s t i n g t h e m s e l v e s f o r w a r d i n a 
v a r i e t y o f s h a p e s , some known, some unknown, t o o u r 
more e a s i l y c o n t e n t e d a n c e s t o r s , a n d a l l t o g e t h e r 
m a k i n g c o n t i n u a l l y i n c r e a s i n g demands upon o u r t i m e , 
u p o n o u r money, and n o t l e a s t , u p o n o u r s t r e n g t h a n d 
p o w e r s o f e n d u r a n c e . 3 

L e i s u r e a n d i t s e n j o y m e n t s w e r e h a r d l y a m i d - V i c t o r i a n 

i n v e n t i o n , b u t c o n t e m p o r a r i e s w e r e f r e q u e n t l y moved t o draw 

a c o n t r a s t b e t w e e n t h e more a b u n d a n t l e i s u r e o f t h e i r own 

d a y a n d t h e meagre commons o f p r e v i o u s d e c a d e s . The m i d d l e 

c l a s s e s o f t h e o l d e r p r o v i n c i a l c e n t r e s o f E n g l a n d h ad e n j o y e d 

a c u l t u r a l l i f e o f c o n s i d e r a b l e v i g o u r a n d s o c i a b i l i t y i n t h e 

l a t e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a n d many o f i t s i n s t i t u t i o n s , i f n o t 

p e r h a p s i t s o r i g i n a l e l a n , h a d s u r v i v e d i n t o t h e e a r l y 

V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d . 4 I n t h e new t o w n s t o o , m i d d l e - c l a s s l i f e 

h a d n o t b e e n a l l j e j e u n e : B a m f o r d was a s i m p r e s s e d b y t h e 

l i t e r a r y a n d m u s i c a l i n t e r e s t s o f t h e L a n c a s h i r e m i d d l e 
5 

c l a s s e s i n t h e f o r t i e s a s he was by t h o s e o f t h e w o r k e r s ; 

a B o l t o n l a w y e r who t o o k a r t i c l e s i n t h e t h i r t i e s r e c a l l e d 

t h a t h a r d w o r k h a d t a k e n i t s r e w a r d i n l e i s u r e h o u r s e n l i v e n e d 
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by a c o n s t a n t r o u n d o f a m a t e u r d r a m a t i c s , d i s c u s s i o n c l u b s , 

much d a n c i n g , s i n g i n g and a t h l e t i c e x e r c i s e , t o g e t h e r w i t h 

t h e r e l a x a t i o n s o f f i r e s i d e a n d g a r d e n . S u c h a l i f e s t y l e 

c o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n u n i q u e t o B o l t o n ' s J o h n T a y l o r , b u t t h e 

more g e n e r a l r e c o l l e c t i o n o f m i d d l e a n d l a t e V i c t o r i a n s was 

o f a n i m m e d i a t e p a s t w h i c h was g r e y a n d j o y l e s s . "We m u s t 

remember," w r o t e t h e n o v e l i s t W a l t e r B e s a n t , "how v e r y l i t t l e 

p l a y w e n t o n e v e n among t h e c o m f o r t a b l e a n d o p u l e n t c l a s s e s 

i n t h o s e d a y s ... d u l l n e s s a n d a s e r i o u s v i e w o f l i f e seemed 
7 

i n s e p a r a b l e . " As Hobsbawm h a s r e m a r k e d , t h e V i c t o r i a n 

b o u r g e o i s i e h a d h a d t h e i r own ' B l e a k A ge' t o e n d u r e . 

R e l i e f came w i t h g r e a t e r e c o n o m i c s e c u r i t y a n d t h e 
g 

t i m e a n d s e r v i c e s t h a t i t c o u l d b u y . By t h e 1 8 5 0 s t h e d i s 

q u i e t i n g f l u c t u a t i o n s w h i c h h a d c h a r a c t e r i s e d t h e economy o f 

p r e v i o u s d e c a d e s h ad l e v e l l e d o u t ; men who h a d w e a t h e r e d t h e 

e x i g e n c i e s o f t h o s e y e a r s c o u l d a f f o r d t o r e s t a w h i l e o n a 

c o m f o r t a b l e p l a t e a u o f p r o s p e r i t y , a c c o m p a n i e d b y w i v e s whose 

d o m e s t i c d u t i e s w e r e t a k e n c a r e o f b y a g r o w i n g array o f 

s e r v a n t s . C o n s t a n t a t t e n t i o n t o b u s i n e s s was no l o n g e r 

n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e s u c c e s s f u l , a n d a m e l l o w i n g p r o c e s s s u f f u s e d 

t h e i r l i v e s . We may t a k e t h e A s h w o r t h b r o t h e r s o f B o l t o n a s 

an e x a m p l e . I n t h e 1840s t h e y h a d s t r u g g l e d t h r o u g h a p e r i o d 

o f u n c e r t a i n p r o f i t s ; i n t h e f i f t i e s t h e y f e l t s e c u r e e n o u g h 

t o d e l e g a t e t h e r u n n i n g o f t h e i r m i l l t o s u b o r d i n a t e s and 

a l l o w t h e m s e l v e s a s e r i e s o f t r a v e l l i n g h o l i d a y s . R e l a x a t i o n 
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a l s o became e a s i e r w i t h t h e e a s i n g o f p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e s - -

t h e A s h w o r t h s h a d i m p e r i l l e d t h e i r b u s i n e s s by t h e i r p r e o c 

c u p a t i o n w i t h t h e A n t i - C o r n Law L e a g u e — a n d t h e S a t u r d a y  

R e v i e w i n t e r p r e t e d t h e new t a s t e f o r s o c i a l p l e a s u r e s a s a 

r e a c t i o n f r o m t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d p o l i t i c a l c r i s e s o f t h e 

G r e a t R e f o r m B i l l , t h e T r a c t a r i a n movement, a n d t h e f i g h t f o r 

f r e e t r a d e . 1 0 

The p u r s u i t o f l e i s u r e was more w i d e l y r e m a r k e d 

b e c a u s e i t was b e c o m i n g more w i d e l y s p r e a d ; i t was n o t o n l y 

m a s t e r m a n u f a c t u r e r s who e n j o y e d t h e new b o u n t y , b u t t h e l e s s e r 

l i g h t s i n a m i d d l e c l a s s w h i c h was g r o w i n g more numerous a s 

w e l l a s more p r o s p e r o u s . H e n r y Mayhew s o u g h t t o r e p r e s e n t a 

new m i d d l e - c l a s s t y p e i n h i s a c c o u n t o f C o c k a y n e , a v e r y m i n o r 

c a p t a i n o f i n d u s t r y , b u t one whose t h i r t y f i v e y e a r s i n 

command o f a s o a p f a c t o r y i n C l a p h a m had e a r n e d h i m a t r i p 

t o P a r i s . 1 1 T h i s was i n t h e 1 8 6 0 s , b y w h i c h t i m e t h e p r o c e s s 

o f b o u r g e o i s e n l e i s u r e m e n t was p l a i n t o a l l ; i t s r e a c h 

c o n t i n u e d t o w i d e n t h r o u g h o u t t h e p e r i o d . T. H. S. E s c o t t 

o b s e r v e d i t s o p e r a t i o n i n t h e e i g h t i e s : 

A s o c i a l movement q u i t e a s r e m a r k a b l e a s t h a t w h i c h 
h a s b e e n g o i n g f o r w a r d among t h e b e t t e r p o r t i o n o f t h e 
E n g l i s h m i d d l e c l a s s , h a s b e e n t a k i n g p l a c e , a n d i s 
now s t e a d i l y p r o g r e s s i n g o n a l o w e r s o c i a l s t r a t u m . 
T h i s c l a s s w o u l d o n c e h a v e b e e n c a l l e d t h e s m a l l s h o p 
k e e p e r c l a s s , a n d i t s p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n i s a l m o s t t h e 
g r o w t h o f y e s t e r d a y ... . O n l y t h e c o m m e r c i a l 
p r o s p e r i t y o f E n g l a n d c o u l d h a v e g e n e r a t e d t h e new 
o r d e r f r o m w h i c h t h e c h i e f p a t r o n s o f t h e a t r e s a n d 
o u t d o o r amusements a r e d r a w n . 
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T h e r e w e r e a l w a y s new r e c r u i t s f o r t h e s i n g l e - m i n d e d 

p u r s u i t o f money, b u t t h e s e c o n d o r l a t e r g e n e r a t i o n s o f 

s u c c e s s f u l b u s i n e s s f a m i l i e s w e r e l e s s d i s p o s e d t o a n s w e r i t s 

i m p e r a t i v e s . The y o u n g e r G u r n e y s o f N o r w i c h w e r e " r a t h e r more 

i n c l i n e d t o s t a n d b e f o r e t h e f i r e w i t h t h e i r hands i n t h e 

f r o n t s o f v e r y g ood r i d i n g b r e e c h e s " t h a n t o a t t e n d d a i l y a t 
13 

t h e b a n k . The S a t u r d a y R e v i e w r e m a r k e d i n t h e '60s how 

r a p i d l y t h e " h a b i t o f e n j o y m e n t " h a d s p r e a d among t h e y o u n g . 

" I t i s , " t h e j o u r n a l m a i n t a i n e d , "an a x i o m w i t h many y o u n g 

p e o p l e t h a t t h e y h a v e a r i g h t t o be a l w a y s amused, o r t o be 

a l w a y s g o i n g t o be amused." S u c h a s t a t e o f a f f a i r s was 

a t t r i b u t e d t o a r e l a x a t i o n o f d o m e s t i c d i s c i p l i n e by t h e 

p a r e n t s : "They now l i v e w i t h t h e i r c h i l d r e n , s e e them a t a l l 
14 

h o u r s , o b e y a l l t h e i r w i s h e s , and g r a t i f y a l l t h e i r f a n c i e s . " 

T h e r e w e r e t h o s e who c l a i m e d r a t h e r t h a t d o m e s t i c d i s c i p l i n e 

was d e c l i n i n g b e c a u s e o f t h e e s t r a n g e m e n t o f f a t h e r s a n d s o n s 

b r o u g h t a b o u t by t h e g r o w i n g p r a c t i c e o f b o a r d i n g c h i l d r e n a t 

t h e p u b l i c s c h o o l s . W h a t e v e r t h e p a r t i c u l a r r e a s o n f o r t h i s 

r e l a x a t i o n o f d i s c i p l i n e , i t i s t r u e t h a t t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s 

y o u n g ( o f whom more w e r e s u r v i v i n g i n t o e a r l y a d u l t h o o d ) 

e n j o y e d more f r e e t i m e t h a n t h e i r e l d e r s h a d d o n e . The 

i n c r e a s i n g e m p h a s i s u p o n p u b l i c s c h o o l a n d , t o a l e s s e r e x t e n t , 

u n i v e r s i t y e d u c a t i o n a s i n d i s p e n s a b l e r e q u i r e m e n t s f o r m i d d l e -

c l a s s g e n t i l i t y meant a p r o l o n g e d f r e e d o m f r o m t h e i m m e d i a t e 

p r e s s u r e s o f e a r n i n g a l i v i n g . E v e n t u a l l y p u t t o w o r k i n t h e 
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f a m i l y f i r m — ' s t r e t c h i n g h i s l e g s u n d e r t h e g o v e r n o r ' s 

m a h o g a n y ' — t h e s o n and h e i r o f t e n c o n t i n u e d t o e x p l o i t t h e 

g e n e r o s i t y o f t h e p a t e r f a m i l i a s and a p p l y h i m s e l f more t o 

p l a y t h a n b u s i n e s s . T h i s much i s c l e a r f r o m a l i v e l y d e b a t e 

on t h e 'young man o f t h e d a y ' i n t h e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e c o l u m n s 
15 

o f t h e D a i l y T e l e g r a p h i n t h e l a t e s i x t i e s . 

The ' h a b i t o f e n j o y m e n t ' was d i f f u s e d a n d e n c o u r a g e d 

t h r o u g h m a j o r i m p r o v e m e n t s i n c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . By t h e e a r l y 

1850s t h e m a j o r l i n e s i n t h e B r i t i s h r a i l s y s t e m w e r e c o m p l e t e d 

o r u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n . R a i l t r a v e l s t i m u l a t e d a g e n e r a l 

p u b l i c c u r i o s i t y and h e l p e d b r e a k down r e g i o n a l i n s u l a r i t i e s 

o f m i n d a n d p r a c t i c e . "The t y p i c a l J o h n B u l l , " s a i d t h e 

C o r n h i l l M a g a z i n e , " i s f a s t b e c o m i n g a l e g e n d a r y p e r s o n a g e ; 

h i s v e g e t a t i v e l i f e a n d s t a t i o n a r y h a b i t s a n d l o c a l p r e j u d i c e s 

a r e a l l d i s a p p e a r i n g b e n e a t h t h e s t i m u l a t i n g i n f l u e n c e o f 
16 

t h e r a i l w a y , t h e t e l e g r a p h a n d t h e g r e a t c i t i e s . " Of 

p a r a l l e l i m p o r t a n c e was t h e g r o w t h o f t h e c h e a p p r e s s a n d t h e 

i n c r e a s e i n n e w s p a p e r a d v e r t i s i n g : t h e t a x o n a d v e r t i s i n g was 

a b o l i s h e d i n 1 8 5 3 , t h e n e w s p a p e r d u t y o f 4d a c o p y w e n t i n 

1 8 5 5 , a n d s i x y e a r s l a t e r t h e d u t y o n p a p e r was r e m o v e d . 

E s c o t t r e c o r d e d t h e e f f e c t s : 
The c h e a p p r e s s , w i t h i t s u b i q u i t o u s c o r r e s p o n d e n t s a n d 
h i s t o r i a n s o f a l l c o n t e m p o r a r y r a n k s a n d o c c u r r e n c e s 
i n t h e body p o l i t i c , h a s t r a n s f o r m e d t h e s e v e r e l y 
d o m e s t i c a t e d B r i t o n o f b o t h s e x e s , o f a l l a g e s , who 
b e l o n g e d t o a b y g o n e g e n e r a t i o n , i n t o an e a g e r , a c t i v e l y 
e n q u i r i n g , s o c i a l l y o m n i s c i e n t c i t i z e n o f t h e w o r l d , 
e v e r on t h e o u t l o o k f o r new e x c i t e m e n t s , h a b i t u a l l y 
d e m a n d i n g s o c i a l p l e a s u r e i n f r e s h f o r m s . 1 7 
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What w e r e t h e p a r t i c u l a r f o r m s t h a t s o c i a l p l e a s u r e 

t o o k ? C e r t a i n l y a g r e a t d e a l o f i t t o o k p l a c e w i t h i n t h e 

a m b i t o f t h e home and f a m i l y . The p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f n e w s p a p e r s 

was p a r t o f a g e n e r a l f l o o d o f l i t e r a t u r e w h i c h k e p t t h e 

m i d d l e - c l a s s p u b l i c w e l l s u p p l i e d w i t h i t s p e r i o d i c a l s a n d 

t h r e e - d e c k e r n o v e l s , e i t h e r f o r s o l i t a r y r e a d i n g o r t o be r e a d 
18 

a l o u d t o t h e f a m i l y g r o u p . Cheap s h e e t m u s i c was a l s o 

p u b l i s h e d i n i n c r e a s i n g a b u n d a n c e f r o m t h e 184 0 s ; m e c h a n i c a l 

r e f i n e m e n t and i m p r o v e d p r o d u c t i o n m e t h o d s p r o v i d e d s u b u r b a n 
v i l l a s w i t h m o d e r a t e l y p r i c e d p i a n o s upon w h i c h t h e l a d i e s o f 
t h e h o u s e c o u l d d i s p l a y t h e i r t a l e n t s — m u s i c was a f a s h i o n a b l e , 

19 

i n d e e d n e c e s s a r y , a c c o m p l i s h m e n t f o r g i r l s . T h e r e w e r e many 

o t h e r new d i v e r s i o n s f o r t h e d r a w i n g room b e s i d e s r e a d i n g and 

m u s i c . The S a t u r d a y f o u n d " t h e c l e v e r n e s s and t h e l a z i n e s s o f 

t h e a ge a p t l y t y p i f i e d ... b y i t s i n g e n i o u s c o n t r i v a n c e s f o r 

g e t t i n g r i d o f a n e v e n i n g . " W i t h i n t h e home t h e s e c o n t r i v a n c e s 

m i g h t c o n s i s t o f p r i v a t e t h e a t r i c a l s , q u i z z e s a n d games n e w l y 

d e v i s e d f o r t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s f a m i l y m a r k e t , o r o l d e r p a s t i m e s 

s u c h a s d r a u g h t s a n d b i l l i a r d s — t h e l a t t e r now r e s t o r e d t o 
20 

r e s p e c t a b i l i t y w i t h i n t h e new c a n o n o f ' d o m e s t i c a t h l e t i c s . ' 

Cheap s e r v i c e a n d g a i n s i n s p a c e a n d c o m f o r t i n t h e m i d d l e -

c l a s s home a l l o w e d o f t h e i n c r e a s i n g v o g u e f o r e n t e r t a i n i n g 
21 

g u e s t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a t t h e d i n n e r p a r t y . G a r d e n s w e r e a l s o 

p a r t o f t h e i m p r o v e d a m e n i t i e s o f d o m e s t i c l i f e ; h e r e t h e 

f a m i l y a n d i t s g u e s t s c o u l d p l a y a s e t o f l a w n t e n n i s (an 
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i n v e n t i o n o f t h e '70s) o r t a k e a game o f c r o q u e t — a s "E. L. 

Woodward p o i n t e d o u t , A l i c e i n W o n d e r l a n d a f f o r d s a c o n v i n c i n g 

d e m o n s t r a t i o n t h a t b y t h e m i d - s i x t i e s e v e r y m i d d l e - c l a s s 
22 

c h i l d c o u l d be e x p e c t e d t o know t h e r u l e s . 

The m i d - V i c t o r i a n m i d d l e c l a s s e s w e r e n o t , , h o w e v e r , 

p e r m a n e n t l y home-bound i n t h e i r r e c r e a t i o n s , t h o u g h t h e y d i d 

i n g e n e r a l t a k e t h e i r p u b l i c p l e a s u r e s 'en f a m i l l e ' . The 

r a i l w a y g a v e them i n p a r t i c u l a r a new m o b i l i t y i n l e i s u r e , 

a n d t h e r e g u l a r s p a t e o f a d v i c e and r e p o r t s i n t h e p r e s s i n 

t h e summer months t e s t i f i e d t o t h e g r o w i n g h a b i t a n d r i t u a l o f 

t h e a n n u a l h o l i d a y . O l d f a s h i o n e d w a t e r i n g p l a c e s w e r e 
23 

n e g l e c t e d f o r t h e a t t r a c t i o n s o f new s e a s i d e h o l i d a y r e s o r t s . 

T r a v e l h o r i z o n s b r o a d e n e d , and b y t h e 1860s Thomas Cook was 

r u n n i n g e x c u r s i o n s , n o t o n l y t o t h e C o n t i n e n t , b u t t o t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s a n d t h e H o l y L a n d . "The q u i e t e s t s o r t o f p e o p l e , " 

s o t h e S a t u r d a y o b s e r v e d , " a r e u n c o m f o r t a b l e u n l e s s t h e y , a t 

l e a s t o n c e a y e a r , t i e t h e m s e l v e s t o g e t h e r , i n b a t c h e s a n d go 
24 

p r o w l i n g o v e r t h e t o p s o f u n e x p l o r e d A l p s . " R e c r e a t i o n o u t 

o f d o o r s was g e n e r a l l y b r i s k e r t h a n t h e g e n t i l i t i e s o f d o m e s t i c 

l e i s u r e , a s a L o n d o n l a w y e r and s o c i a l i t e r e c o r d e d i n h i s 

d i a r y i n 1 8 6 1 : 
M u s c u l a r C h r i s t i a n i t y , t h e V o l u n t e e r movement, and 
a l p i n e c l i m b i n g a r e i n t h e a s c e n d a n t . The a f f e c t e d 
Dandy o f p a s t y e a r s i s unknown. I f he e x i s t s , he i s 
d e s p i s e d . The s t a n d a r d o r a v e r a g e E n g l i s h g e n t l e m a n 
o f t h e p r e s e n t day m u s t a t l e a s t show v i g o u r o f b o d y , 
i f he c a n n o t d i s p l a y v i g o u r o f m i n d . 2 5 
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S p o r t o r , more s p e c i f i c a l l y , o r g a n i s e d games g a v e 

e x p r e s s i o n t o t h i s p r e d i l e c t i o n f o r t h e p h y s i c a l . The n e w l y 

c o d i f i e d games s p r e a d f r o m t h e r e f o r m e d p u b l i c s c h o o l s t o t h e 

u n i v e r s i t i e s , and t h e n c e i n t o a d u l t l i f e ; n a t i o n a l b o d i e s f o r 

t h e s u p e r v i s i o n and c o - o r d i n a t i o n o f t h e m a j o r new s p o r t s w e r e 

f o r m e d i n t h e 18 60s and '7 0s u n d e r m i d d l e - c l a s s a u s p i c e s . 

The V o l u n t e e r movement, r e v i v e d i n 18 59 i n f a c e o f t h r e a t e n i n g 

n o i s e s f r o m t h e F r e n c h , p r o m o t e d a g e n e r a l c o n c e r n f o r p h y s i c a l 

f i t n e s s a n d t h e r e g i m e n t a l s p o r t s m e e t i n g s w h i c h e n l i v e n e d t h e 

d r i l l s o f t e n became t h e b a s i s f o r t h e f o r m a t i o n o f p e r m a n e n t 

a t h l e t i c s c l u b s . One c o n t e m p o r a r y c r e d i t e d t h e V o l u n t e e r s 

w i t h " f o s t e r i n g a l o v e o f o u t d o o r l i f e t h a t h a s b e e n u t t e r l y 
27 

w a n t i n g among t h e g r e a t m i d d l e c l a s s e s f o r a c e n t u r y . " 

F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e s t r a i n i n g s o f a m a t e u r a t h l e t e s a n d p a r t - t i m e 

s o l d i e r s p r o v i d e d o c c a s i o n s f o r new l e i s u r e f e s t i v a l s f o r m i d d l e 

c l a s s f a m i l i e s : t h e O x f o r d and C a m b r i d g e a t h l e t i c s m e e t , 

t h e E t o n a n d H a r r o w c r i c k e t m a t c h , t h e V o l u n t e e r s 1 a n n u a l 

r e v i e w s a n d s p o r t s t o u r n a m e n t s a t A l d e r s h o t a n d i n t h e c o u n t i e s — 

a l l w e r e s i g n i f i c a n t a d d i t i o n s t o t h e s o c i a l c a l e n d a r . 

P u b l i c amusements o f a l e s s s t r e n u o u s k i n d w e r e a l s o 

p l e n t i f u l ; s o much s o t h a t S t e p h e n F i s k e , a n A m e r i c a n who 

w o r k e d i n L o n d o n i n t h e s i x t i e s , f o u n d t h e E n g l i s h a t p l a y 

a n y t h i n g b u t t h e t r a d i t i o n a l d u l l a r d s t h a t o t h e r v i s i t o r s h a d 

j u d g e d them ( F r o i s s a r t ' s t a g "They t a k e t h e i r p l e a s u r e s s a d l y 

a f t e r t h e i r f a s h i o n " was a n o t h e r c l i c h e o f c o m m e n t a r i e s o n 
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n a t i o n a l m a n n e r s ) . W r o t e F i s k e : 

T a k i n g t h e a v e r a g e E n g l i s h m a n a n d t h e a v e r a g e F r e n c h 
man, t h e f o r m e r g o e s o f t e n e r t o t h e t h e a t r e s , h a s more 
h o l i d a y s , l a u g h s m o r e , and s p e n d s more e v e n i n g s w h e r e 
s o m e t h i n g b e s i d e s a d r i n k and smoke a r e t o be had f o r 
h i s money, t h a n t h e l a t t e r ; a n d y e t t h e a v e r a g e F r e n c h 
man i s m i s t a k e n l y h e l d up t o u s a s a d e v o t e e o f 
amusement.28 

T h e s e c o n c l u s i o n s w e r e b a s e d u p o n F i s k e ' s e x p e r i e n c e 

a s a t h e a t r e manager i n a c a p i t a l c i t y w h i c h was s u c k i n g up 

t h e t h e a t r i c a l t a l e n t o f t h e p r o v i n c e s , a n d t h r i v i n g on a 

t o u r i s t t r a f f i c b u i l t u p o n t h e e x c u r s i o n boom o f 1 8 5 1 . 

P r o v i d i n g one was n o t i n s e a r c h o f d i v e r s i o n o n a S u n d a y - -

T a i n e f o u n d h i m s e l f r e a d y f o r s u i c i d e a f t e r h i s f i r s t S a b b a t h 

i n L o n d o n — t h e r e was no g a i n s a y i n g t h e v i t a l i t y o f t h e 
29 

m e t r o p o l i s a s a n e n t e r t a i n m e n t c e n t r e . B u t w h a t o f t h e 

p r o v i n c e s ? 

T h e r e a r e some f o r b i d d i n g m e m o r i a l s t o t h e b l e a k 

t e d i u m o f p r o v i n c i a l t o w n s , m o s t n o t a b l y i n D i c k e n s ' d e s c r i p 

t i o n s o f C o k e t o w n a n d D u l l b o r o u g h . I n h i s a r c h e t y p e i n d u s t r i a l 

t o w n , "You saw n o t h i n g ... b u t w h a t was s e v e r e l y w o r k f u l " ; i n 

h i s a r c h e t y p e s m a l l t o w n " t h e p r e v a l e n c e ... o f p u t t i n g t h e 
n a t u r a l demand f o r amusement o u t o f s i g h t " s t r i k e s a s o u r b u t 

30 

r e s o n a n t n o t e . An A u s t r a l i a n v i s i t i n g E n g l a n d i n t h e m i d - 6 0 s 

o f f e r e d f u r t h e r c o n f i r m a t i o n o f t h e d i s c r e p a n c y b e t w e e n t h e 

c a p i t a l a n d t h e c o u n t r y a t l a r g e . O n l y i n L o n d o n , : he c o n c l u d e d , 

c o u l d o n e f i n d company i n " i d l e n e s s a n d p l e a s u r e s e e k i n g " ; he 

f o u n d l i f e i n a l l t h e g r e a t m a n u f a c t u r i n g t o w n s "a s b u s y and 



120 

r a t h e r more a n x i o u s t h a n i t i s i n A u s t r a l i a o r t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s " ; i n t h e s m a l l p r o v i n c i a l t o w n s he f o u n d " t o o much 

e x c l u s i v e n e s s f o r a n A u s t r a l i a n t o p e n e t r a t e i n t o s o c i e t y when 
31 

on a s h o r t v i s i t . " I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t t h e r e h a d l o n g b e e n 
a gap b e t w e e n t h e c o m p e n d i o u s a t t r a c t i o n s o f t h e c a p i t a l a n d , 

32 
s a y , t h e t h i n n e r p i c k i n g s a v a i l a b l e t o t h e M a n c u n i a n ; b u t 

n o n e t h e l e s s , p a c e D i c k e n s (who was o f t e n c o n c e r n e d o v e r t h i s 

q u e s t i o n ) t h e n a t u r a l demand f o r amusement was b e i n g met i n 

t h e p r o v i n c e s , i f o n l y y e t i n m o d e s t p r o p o r t i o n s . The 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d L o n d o n e r o n h i s r e l u c t a n t p r o w l o u t o f Town 

c o u l d o v e r l o o k much t h a t s e r v e d t h e f u n c t i o n o f e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

o r r e c r e a t i o n , h i d d e n a s i t m i g h t be b e h i n d t h e d e t e r r i n g 
33 

i t e m s o n a l e c t u r e l i s t . B e s i d e s , p r o v i n c i a l s m i g h t s a v e 

t h e i r t i m e a nd money f o r p l e a s u r e s e l s e w h e r e : i n i t s g r o w t h 

f r o m a s m a l l c o u n t r y t o w n t o a L o n d o n s u b u r b , C r o y d o n l o s t 

i t s t a s t e f o r i t s l o c a l c e l e b r a t i o n s a s i t s i n h a b i t a n t s s o u g h t 
34 

t h e i r d i v e r s i o n s i n t h e West E n d b y c h e a p r a i l e x c u r s i o n s . 

Thus t h e L o n d o n e r t r a v e l l i n g o u t t o t h e p r o v i n c e s m i g h t m i s s 

h i s c o u n t r y c o u s i n s t r a v e l l i n g i n . 

M i d - V i c t o r i a n B o l t o n c e r t a i n l y p r o v i d e s c l e a r e v i d e n c e 

t h a t t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s i n one l a r g e m a n u f a c t u r i n g t o w n knew 

a r e a l e x p a n s i o n o f l e i s u r e a n d r e c r e a t i o n . B o l t o n ' s g r o w i n g 

p o p u l a t i o n e n j o y e d g e n e r a l p r o s p e r i t y i n t h e s e y e a r s — t h e 

r e l a t i v e d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n o f h e r i n d u s t r i e s a n d h e r s p e c i a l i s a 

t i o n i n b e t t e r q u a l i t y t e x t i l e s e n a b l e d h e r t o s u r v i v e t h e 
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c o t t o n f a m i n e o f t h e e a r l y '60s b e t t e r t h a n m o s t L a n c a s h i r e 

t o w n s — a n d t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s showed a s u b s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e 

i n numbers and w e a l t h . The C h r o n i c l e i n t h e l a t e '50s 

c o n s i d e r e d t h e l o c a l b o u r g e o i s i e " s c a n t y " c o m p a r e d w i t h o t h e r 

l a r g e t o w n s , b u t c o r r e s p o n d e n t s p o i n t e d t o t h e r e c e n t wave 

o f p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d c o m m e r c i a l men now a s s u m i n g m i d d l e - c l a s s 

s t a t u s i n B o l t o n , p l u s a d i s t u r b i n g new b r e e d o f ' f a s t ' y o u n g 
35 

men. The C h r o n i c l e was p l e a s e d t o s e e t h e l e i s u r e e n e r g i e s 

o f t h e s e n o v i t i a t e s a b s o r b e d by t h e new p a s s i o n f o r o u t d o o r 

s p o r t s a n d t h e p u l l o f t h e v o l u n t e e r movement, t h u s d i s p e l l i n g 
i t s f e a r s t h a t i n c r e a s i n g a f f e c t a t i o n o f manners must l e a d t o 

3 6 
e f f e m i n a c y . B u t r e f i n e m e n t was a s f a s h i o n a b l e as a t h l e t i c i s m 
and f o u n d i t s e x p r e s s i o n i n e x c l u s i v e s u b s c r i p t i o n c o n c e r t s a t 
t h e B a t h s A s s e m b l y Rooms an d " s e l e c t and g o r g e o u s " d i n n e r 

37 
p a r t i e s i n p r i v a t e h o u s e s . Pub s o c i e t y h a d c e a s e d t o be 
r e s p e c t a b l e . J o h n T a y l o r t o o k t h e t e e t o t a l p l e d g e and 

p u r s u e d h i s l o v e o f d e b a t e i n a p r i v a t e c l u b w h i c h met a t 
3 8 

members' h o u s e s — t h e p l e d g e was h a r d l y f a s h i o n a b l e b u t t h e 

r e t r e a t t o t h e d r a w i n g room was. M i d d l e - c l a s s homes gr e w more 

p a l a t i a l a nd one l o c a l b u i l d e r a t l e a s t made h i s f o r t u n e 
p r o v i d i n g new r e s i d e n c e s f o r w e a l t h y B o l t o n i a n s a t S o u t h p o r t 

39 

o n t h e L a n c a s h i r e c o a s t . S o u t h p o r t was t h e f a s h i o n a b l e 

r e s o r t t o wn f o r t h e n o r t h - w e s t , b u t t h e b i o g r a p h i e s o f B o l t o n 

w o r t h i e s show how much f a r t h e r t h e i r e x c u r s i o n s r a n g e d , f r o m 
40 

S c o t l a n d t o t h e C o n t i n e n t . 
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Yet the practice of l e i s u r e for the mid-Victorian 

middle classes by no means afforded them complete and unalloyed 

delight. "There i s , " the Saturday Review maintained, "a sort 

of mechanical st y l e i n the measurement of our joys," and 

Herbert Spencer was moved to remark how l i t t l e there was i n 

the Englishman's l e i s u r e of "that abandonment to the moment 
41 

which i s r e q u i s i t e for f u l l enjoyment." There were many 

other similar contemporary observations upon the s t i l t e d 

nature of the English at play, of which Trollope's was, perhaps, 

the most devastating. Analysing the palsied progress of a 

middle-class dinner party i n The New Zealander, he concluded 

that the pursuit of l e i s u r e i n England was as laborious, 
affected and d u l l as foreign observers p e r s i s t e n t l y made i t 

42 
out to be. I t i s i n s t r u c t i v e to consider why l e i s u r e should 

have been so much less than s a t i s f y i n g . 

The problem of l e i s u r e for the V i c t o r i a n middle-classes 

was a many-sided one. In the f i r s t place they were discovering 

that recreation i n the railway age meant planning and prepara

t i o n ; timetables meant an increasing preoccupation with time-

budgeting and the co-ordination of people and services. In a 

moment of disenchantment with modern 'holydays' The Times 

complained that the search for enjoyment was often fatuous: 

"It i s work, and i t i s t i r i n g work ... i t involves a perpetual 
attention to time, and a l l the anxieties and i r r i t a t i o n s of 

43 
that r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . " Furthermore, as a class whose 
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i m m e d i a t e t r a d i t i o n s w e r e t h o s e o f u n r e m i t t i n g i n d u s t r y , t h e 

V i c t o r i a n b o u r g e o i s i e h a d o n l y a n a t t e n u a t e d l e i s u r e c u l t u r e 

t o d r a w u p o n , so t h a t t h e new l i f e s p a c e t h e y h a d won f o r 

t h e m s e l v e s was s o m e t h i n g o f a n embarrassment--"We r e a l l y do 

n o t know how t o amuse o u r s e l v e s , " was t h e S a t u r d a y ' s a d m i s s i o n . 

New r e c r e a t i o n s w e r e h a s t i l y b o r r o w e d o r c o n t r i v e d t o f i l l t h e 

e m p t i n e s s , f o r t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s , no l e s s t h a n n a t u r e , 
45 

a b h o r r e d a vacuum, b u t i t was d i f f i c u l t t o i n f u s e s u c h a d h o c 

d e v i c e s w i t h a n y s p o n t a n e i t y . T h e r e was, t o o , t h e d i f f i c u l t 

m a t t e r o f c h o i c e o f r e c r e a t i o n ; m o r a l c o n s t r a i n t s d i s a l l o w e d 

t r a d i t i o n a l c o n v i v i a l i t i e s b u t l e f t t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e i r 

r e p l a c e m e n t u n r e s o l v e d , a s t h e S a t u r d a y e x p l a i n e d : 
I t i s a v e r y f i n e t h i n g t o h a v e c u r e d o u r s e l v e s o f t h e 
b o o s i n g ( s i c ) h a b i t s o f o u r a n c e s t o r s ; b u t t h e r e i s no 
d o u b t t h a t t h e m o r a l c o n q u e s t h a s l e f t a f o r m i d a b l e 
v o i d i n o u r s o c i a l e x i s t e n c e ... t h e g e n t l e m e n u s e d t o 
be d r u n k , a nd a r e now s o b e r ; a n d t h e m i s t r e s s o f t h e 
h o u s e , who g o t r i d o f them i n t h e d r i n k i n g d a y s , h a s 
t o b e a r t h e b u r d e n o f t h e i r r e f o r m a t i o n , a n d f i n d 
amusements t o b e g u i l e t h e w e a r y h o u r s o f sobriety.4° 

I t was t h e n e e d t o r e c o n c i l e t h e i r r e c r e a t i o n s w i t h 

t h e i r m o r a l i t y w h i c h c a u s e d t h e V i c t o r i a n m i d d l e c l a s s e s t h e 

g r e a t e s t d i s c o m f i t u r e i n l e i s u r e . H e r e a g a i n i s t h e C o r n h i l l : 

A l i n g e r i n g a s c e t i c i s m o f s e n t i m e n t , a r e l i c o f t h e 
s u p e r s t i t i o n w h i c h l o o k e d u p o n t h e b o d y a s t h e s o u r c e 
o f s i n , s t i l l a f f e c t s o u r modes o f t h o u g h t . . . . We 
do n o t p r o s c r i b e amusement as p r e v i o u s g e n e r a t i o n s 
h a v e d o n e , n o r do we go h e a r t i l y i n t o t h e m, a s P a g a n i s m 
d i d a n d t h e L a t i n r a c e s d o ; b u t we i n d u l g e i n them a n d 
a p o l o g i s e f o r them. We t a k e some o f o u r more p l e a s a n t 
a n d more n e e d f u l r e c r e a t i o n s w i t h a h a l f s u s p i c i o n t h a t 
t h e y a r e o n l y h a l f r i g h t . 4 7 
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The a m b i v a l e n c e i s u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . M o r a l i n t e g r i t y a nd t h e 

c o d e o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y w h i c h d e f i n e d i t s p u b l i c f a c e w e r e 

e s s e n t i a l c o n s t i t u e n t s o f m i d d l e - c l a s s i d e n t i t y and c l a s s 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s . R e s t i n g o n b a s i c a l l y r e l i g i o u s s a n c t i o n s 

r e i n f o r c e d by t h e t e a c h i n g s o f p o l i t i c a l , economy, b o u r g e o i s 

m o r a l i t y h a d , i n t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e c e n t u r y , p r o v i d e d i t s 

c l a s s w i t h an e f f e c t i v e p l a t f o r m f r o m w h i c h t o c h a l l e n g e t h e 
48 

a r i s t o c r a c y and s u b o r d i n a t e t h e l o w e r o r d e r s . From t h e t u r n 

o f t h e m i d - c e n t u r y t h e new a n d e x t e n s i v e b o n us o f l e i s u r e t i m e 

t h r e a t e n e d t o s u b v e r t t h e i n t e r n a l d i s c i p l i n e s o f t h e m i d d l e -

c l a s s w o r l d by i t s i n v i t a t i o n t o i n d o l e n c e and p r o d i g a l i t y . 

U n w i l l i n g o r u n a b l e t o d e n y t h e c l a i m s a n d a t t r a c t i o n s o f 

l e i s u r e , y e t a n x i o u s t o m a i n t a i n a s t u r d y and c o h e r e n t c o d e 

o f v a l u e s a m i d r a p i d i n n o v a t i o n and s o c i a l c h a n g e , t h e 

V i c t o r i a n m i d d l e c l a s s e s s o u g h t a r a t i o n a l e w h i c h w o u l d r e l i e v e 
them o f t h e n e e d t o a p o l o g i s e f o r t h e i r p l e a s u r e s , y e t s t i l l 

49 
k e e p them w i t h i n t h e b o u n d s o f m o r a l f i t n e s s . 

The q u e s t i o n r e c e i v e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n , a n d t h e 

C o r n h i l l a r t i c l e o f f e r s a u s e f u l s t a r t i n g p o i n t f o r f o l l o w i n g 

t h e d e b a t e . 5 0 E n t i t l e d " O f f f o r t h e H o l i d a y s : The R a t i o n a l e 

o f R e c r e a t i o n , " i t moved o n f r o m t h e u s u a l b r e e z y bon v o y a g e 

t o t h e summer h o l i d a y m a k e r , t o a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e n a t u r e , 

m e t h o d and p u r p o s e o f r e c r e a t i o n , "a s u b j e c t o n l y now b e g i n n i n g 

t o be u n d e r s t o o d . " The anonymous a u t h o r e m p h a s i s e d how modes 

o f l i f e h a d b e e n t r a n s f o r m e d by B r i t a i n ' s i n d u s t r i a l p r o g r e s s . 
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I n r e s p o n s e t o t h e demands o f m o dern c i v i l i s a t i o n , E n g l i s h m e n 

had d e v e l o p e d " m a g n i f i c e n t n e r v o u s o r g a n i s a t i o n s " w h i c h g a v e 

them an e x p a n d e d c a p a c i t y f o r w o r k . T h i s e n a b l e d them t o 

c o n t i n u e t o e x p l o i t t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

w o r l d , b u t t h e c o s t o f t h e new r e g i m e n was h i g h : 

Our g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r s a m b l e d a l o n g w i t h an a l m o s t r e s t f u l 
movement; we r u s h a l o n g a t h i g h p r e s s u r e , w i t h f e a r f u l 
w e a r and n o i s e . T h e i r w o r k was a l m o s t p l a y c o m p a r e d 
w i t h o u r s . . . . A k i n d o f n e c e s s i t y i s upon u s , e v e n 
a t home, much more i n o u r s p h e r e s o f d u t y o r a c t i v i t y , 
a n d a l l c o n t i n u o u s n e c e s s i t y i s a s t r a i n . 

R e a d e r s c o u l d t h e r e f o r e r e s t a s s u r e d t h a t h o l i d a y s and 

r e c r e a t i o n w e r e n e c e s s a r y , a s r e l i e f f r o m t h i s s t r a i n ; t h e y 

a l l o w e d " t h e r e b o u n d o f an e l a s t i c n a t u r e f r o m t h e r e p r e s s i o n 

a n d c o n s t r a i n t o f c i v i l i s e d l i f e . " The r e b o u n d was b e s t 

a b s o r b e d i n r e c r e a t i o n w h i c h a f f o r d e d a t o t a l c h a n g e o f p a c e , 

d i r e c t i o n and e n v i r o n m e n t , f o r "work a n d p l a y , l i k e day and 

n i g h t , a r e o p p o s i t e s , and t h e w i d e s t u n l i k e n e s s b e t w e e n them 

i s t h e t r u e s t c o m p l e t e n e s s o f e a c h . " A c c o r d i n g t o t h i s 

p r i n c i p l e t h e r e f o r e , men w e r e e n c o u r a g e d t o s e e k r e c r e a t i o n s 

w h i c h p r o v i d e d t h e g r e a t e s t c o n t r a s t t o t h e i r n o r m a l o c c u p a t i o n s , 

a n d t h e a r t i c l e s o u g h t t o f r e e h o l i d a y m a k e r s o f t h e o p p r e s s i v e 

f e a r s o f r i d i c u l e w h i c h t o o o f t e n c o n f o u n d e d t h i s s t r a t a g e m : 

We a r e d r e a d f u l l y a f r a i d o f m a k i n g o u r s e l v e s r i d i c u l o u s 
b e f o r e one a n o t h e r . P u b l i c o p i n i o n ... p e r s i s t e n t l y 
m e r g es t h e man i n h i s p r o f e s s i o n , k e e p s h i m p e r p e t u a l l y 
on t h e p e d e s t a l o f h i s s t a t u s , a n d w i l l o n no a c c o u n t 
a l l o w h i m t o d e s c e n d f r o m i t . 

S u c h s t r i c t u r e s c o u l d be s a f e l y i g n o r e d , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 

C o r n h i l l ' s d i s p e n s a t i o n s . 
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Thus d i d one w r i t e r t r y t o r e l i e v e some o f t h e m i s 

g i v i n g s w h i c h a t t e n d e d t h e modern p u r s u i t o f l e i s u r e ; t h e r e 

w e r e , h o w e v e r , some i m p o r t a n t q u a l i f i c a t i o n s t o be made. Mere 

r e s t was n o t t r u e r e c r e a t i o n , n e i t h e r was amusement: " ... 

amusement m e r e l y o c c u p i e s o r d i v e r t s , w h i l e r e c r e a t i o n , a s t h e 

w o r d i t s e l f i n d i c a t e s , r e n e w s and r e c r e a t e s . " Work and p l a y 

w e r e b e s t d i s a s s o c i a t e d i n t i m e , l o c u s and c o n t e n t — " r e n e w a l 

and r e c r e a t i o n p r o c e e d s o n t h e p r i n c i p l e o f a n t i t h e s i s " — b u t 

t h e i r f u n c t i o n s w e r e c o m p l e m e n t a r y . I n t h i s way r e c r e a t i o n 

was v a l i d a t e d p r i m a r i l y as a n a d j u n c t t o w o r k and i t s i d e a l 

r e p r e s e n t e d i n t e r m s o f t h e v i g o u r and p u r p o s i v e n e s s a p p r o p r i a t e 

t o w o r k . P l a y , e x p l a i n e d t h e C o r n h i l l , was c h a n g e o f w o r k a s 

much a s c h a n g e f r o m w o r k . The s e n t i m e n t became a commonplace 

u n d e r t h e i m p r i m a t u r o f G l a d s t o n e , who m a i n t a i n e d t h a t r e c r e a 

t i o n was n o u g h t b u t c h a n g e o f e m p l o y m e n t , e x e m p l i f y i n g t h e 

i d e a l i n h i s r e t r e a t f r o m t h e t o i l s o f o f f i c e t o t h e a r d u o u s 
51 

p l e a s u r e s o f t r e e - f e l l i n g on h i s e s t a t e a t Hawarden. 

The C o r n h i l l f o r a l l i t s p u r p o s e f u l t o n e was a l i v e t o 

t h e p o t e n t i a l o f l e i s u r e f o r t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l a n d c u l t u r a l 
52 

e n r i c h m e n t o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l , b u t many w r i t e r s w e r e o n l y 

p r e p a r e d t o j u s t i f y l e i s u r e i n i t s u t i l i t a r i a n r o l e . W r i t i n g 

i n t h e N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y , G. J . Romanes p u t t h e m a t t e r 

s u c c i n c t l y : 
R e c r e a t i o n i s , o r o u g h t t o b e , n o t a p a s t i m e e n t e r e d 
u p o n f o r t h e s a k e o f p l e a s u r e w h i c h i t a f f o r d s , b u t 
a n a c t o f d u t y u n d e r t a k e n f o r t h e s a k e o f t h e 
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s u b s e q u e n t power w h i c h i t g e n e r a t e s , and t h e s u b s e q u e n t 
p r o f i t w h i c h i t e n s u r e s . 5 3 

T h e r e w e r e o t h e r t e s t s o f a c c e p t a b i l i t y , a s W. H. M i l l e r 
54 

o u t l i n e d i n h i s C u l t u r e o f P l e a s u r e . The p r o p e r r e c r e a t i o n 

s h o u l d , he a d v i s e d , " b r i n g b a c k body and m i n d f i t t e d a g a i n f o r 

t h e b u s i n e s s o f l i f e ... a n d i t s h o u l d a c c o m p l i s h i t s o b j e c t s 

w i t h t h e l e a s t e x p e n s e p o s s i b l e o f t i m e , s t r e n g t h and money." 

W r i t i n g i n t h e l a t e ' 6 0 s , J o h n M o r l e y t h o u g h t t h a t c o n s i d e r a 

t i o n s o f t i m e and c o s t o p e r a t e d a s a more f o r c e f u l l i m i t a t i o n 

t h a n r e l i g i o n : 
J u s t as we h a v e c e a s e d t o b e l i e v e t h a t p l e a s u r e i s 
f a t a l t o s a l v a t i o n p e o p l e s t a r t up t o p e r s u a d e us t h a t 
i t i s f a t a l t o g e t t i n g o n i n t h e w o r l d . The a c t i v e 
w o r l d l i n g i s a s r e a d y t o c a l l e v e r y k i n d o f amusement 
by t h e e v i l names o f f r i v o l i t y a n d s t u p i d s e l f -
i n d u l g e n c e a s t h e c o n v e r t e d s a i n t u s e d t o b e . 5 ^ 

T h e r e was s t i l l a g e n e r a l s u s p i c i o n o f p l e a s u r e . "As a 

l e g i t i m a t e o b j e c t o f d e l i b e r a t e p u r s u i t , " c o m p l a i n e d M o r l e y , 

" i t i s i n v a r i a b l y d i s p a r a g e d . " E d u c a t i o n , he m a i n t a i n e d , 

t a u g h t t h a t a n y t h i n g p l e a s a n t was w r o n g . Y e t , s i g n i f i c a n t l y , 

M o r l e y f e l t a b l e t o r e c o r d t h a t " E ven w i t h i n t h e m o s t c o n t r a c 

t e d l i m i t s , t h e r a n g e o f a l l o w a b l e r e c r e a t i o n s i s b e i n g e x t e n d e d . " 

The c h u r c h e s w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y s e n s i t i v e t o t h e 

e x p a n s i o n o f l e i s u r e . A n e a r l y n o t e o f c o n c e r n was s o u n d e d a t 

t h e W e s l e y a n C o n f e r e n c e i n 1 8 5 5 , w h i c h r e c o r d e d " w i t h s i n c e r e 

r e g r e t , t h e e x i s t e n c e i n some q u a r t e r s o f a d i s p o s i t i o n t o 

i n d u l g e i n a n d e n c o u r a g e amusements w h i c h i t c a n n o t r e g a r d a s 
56 

h a r m l e s s o r a l l o w a b l e . " By 1 8 7 2 , when t h e p r o m i n e n t B r o a d 
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C h u r c h m a n , H e n r y H a w e i s , g a v e h i s a t t e n t i o n t o t h e p r o b l e m , 

i t h a d become more a l a r m i n g : 

Our s t r e e t s a r e r e e k i n g w i t h t h e a b u s e o f p l e a s u r e ; 
o u r s o c i e t y i s r o t t e n w i t h i t ; o u r s o c i a l f a b r i c i s 
c r u m b l i n g b e n e a t h i t ; o u r b e s t i n s t i t u t i o n s a r e b e i n g 
s h a k e n and p a r a l y s e d b y i t . 5 7 

I t m u s t be n o t e d t h a t d e s p i t e t h e a p o c a l y p t i c t o n e H a w e i s was 

n o t c o n d e m n i n g p l e a s u r e , b u t i t s a b u s e . " P l e a s u r e , " he 

a l l o w e d , " i s a l e g i t i m a t e i n c i d e n t o f l i f e , b u t n o t a l e g i t i 

m a t e e n d , " and he s o u g h t some m i d d l e g r o u n d b e t w e e n " t h e l e a n 

a s c e t i c and t h e b l o a t e d v o l u p t u a r y . " W h i l e c o n c e d i n g t h e 

c a s e f o r l e i s u r e i n m o dern l i f e , H a w e i s was a b o v e a l l c o n c e r n e d 

t o i m p r e s s u p o n h i s r e a d e r s t h e n e e d t o s u b j e c t i t s p l e a s u r e s 

t o t h e s t r i c t e s t t e s t s o f c o n s c i e n c e . I t was a w e i g h t y m a t t e r , 

o f a p i e c e w i t h t h e g r e a t q u e s t i o n s o f b i b l i c a l w a r r a n t y and 

e v o l u t i o n . H e r e i s H a w e i s w r i t i n g o n " M u s i c and M o r a l s " : 

The enormous i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n 
r i g h t and w r o n g h a s b e e n so b r a n d e d by f i r e a n d 
s t a i n e d i n b l o o d u p o n t h e p a g e o f h i s t o r y , t h a t 
e v e r y t h i n g i n m o dern l i f e s i n k s i n t o c o m p a r a t i v e i n s i g n i 
f i c a n c e by t h e s i d e o f m o r a l i t y and r e l i g i o n . No a r t 
o r s c i e n c e i s a l l o w e d t o p a s s t h e s o l e m n s e n t i n e l s o f 
t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y w i t h o u t g e t t i n g some a n s w e r t o 
t h e momentous q u e s t i o n — W h a t i n i t s own d e p o r t m e n t i s 
r e a l l y r i g h t o r r e a l l y w r o n g ? 5 8 

Men l o o k e d t o t h e c h u r c h e s f o r g u i d a n c e . A n o n c o n f o r m i s t 

m i n i s t e r n o t e d how t h e y o u n g i n p a r t i c u l a r s o u g h t a n s w e r s t o 

t h e m o r a l p r o b l e m o f l e i s u r e : "Where i s t h e r u l e w h i c h s e t t l e s 

w h e r e t o c o n f o r m and w h e r e t o p r o t e s t ... t h i s d i f f i c u l t y o f 
59 

a d j u s t m e n t m e e t s us e v e r y w h e r e . " 
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The q u e s t i o n was a p r i c k l y one t o j u d g e f r o m t h e 

t r e p i d a t i o n w i t h w h i c h c l e r g y m e n e m b a r k e d upon i t s p u b l i c 

d e b a t e . I n a s e r m o n a t S h e f f i e l d i n 1860 t h e Rev. G. J . 

C h e s t e r m a i n t a i n e d t h a t "The s u b j e c t o f amusement i s o f s u c h 

i m p o r t a n c e and i n v o l v e s s u c h t r e m e n d o u s i n t e r e s t s t h a t I m i g h t 
6 0 

w e l l s h r i n k f r o m b r i n g i n g i t b e f o r e y o u . " T h i s was o b v i o u s l y 
no i m a g i n a r y f e a r , f o r a n o t h e r S h e f f i e l d A n g l i c a n m i n i s t e r , 

S a m u e l E a r n s h a w , came c l o s e t o l o s i n g h i s l i v i n g a f t e r 
61 

d e l i v e r i n g a s ermon o n t h e s u b j e c t i n t h e same y e a r . C h e s t e r 

h a d moved g i n g e r l y , b u t E a r n s h a w h a d p r e s s e d a b o l d a t t a c k 

a g a i n s t t h e o l d e v a n g e l i c a l p r o s c r i p t i o n s o n games an d s p o r t s , 

f o r w h i c h he c o u l d f i n d no s c r i p t u r a l w a r r a n t y . I t was, he 

a r g u e d , i n . a n y c a s e " u n n a t u r a l t o r e s i s t t h e c a l l o f n a t u r e 

f o r e x e r c i s e i n h o n o u r i n g w h a t w e r e s i m p l y t h e commandments 

o f mere men." E a r n s h a w a p p e a l e d f o r a more c h a r i t a b l e a t t i t u d e 

t o w a r d s t h e t h e a t r e a n d o t h e r p u b l i c amusements, e n d o r s i n g 

t h e e x a m p l e o f t h e R o y a l F a m i l y who, he s a i d , " o p e n l y do t h e 
v e r y t h i n g s w h i c h t h e a r b i t e r s o f r e l i g i o u s o p i n i o n s a n d 

m o d e l s o f C h r i s t i a n p r a c t i c e h a v e p r o n o u n c e d i r r e c o n c i l a b l e 
6 2 

w i t h a r e l i g i o u s s t a t e o f m i n d . " I n a l l , E a r n s h a w was 

t r y i n g t o r e c o n c i l e t h e C h u r c h w i t h w h a t he o b v i o u s l y 

c o n s i d e r e d t o be t h e t o l e r a b l e p e c c a d i l l o e s o f a m o d e r n s o c i e t y . 

" I s a n y t h i n g / " he a s k e d , " p e r m a n e n t l y g a i n e d by i n c r e a s i n g 

t h e b u r d e n s and r e s t r a i n t s o f a r e l i g i o u s l i f e ? " 
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E a r n s h a w was a m i n o r , t h o u g h s i g n i f i c a n t , f i g u r e b u t 

t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h i s m a t t e r c a n be b e t t e r a p p r e c i a t e d when 

we c o n s i d e r t h e c o n c e r n o f t h e B i r m i n g h a m m i n i s t e r , R. W. D a l e , 

C h a i r m a n o f t h e C o n g r e g a t i o n a l U n i o n , a n d one o f t h e c e n t u r y ' s 

l e a d i n g c h u r c h m e n . D a l e t a c k l e d t h e p r o b l e m b e f o r e a w i d e 

a u d i e n c e i n a n a r t i c l e on "Amusements" i n Good Words, a m i d d l e -
6 3 

c l a s s f a m i l y m a g a z i n e , i n 18 67. "What amusements a r e l a w f u l 

t o p e r s o n s who w i s h t o l i v e a r e l i g i o u s l i f e " was, he c l a i m e d , 

" t h e q u e s t i o n b y w h i c h many g o o d p e o p l e a r e s o r e l y p e r p l e x e d . " 

D a l e was a n x i o u s t o r e d e e m t h e o l d e v a n g e l i c a l s t r i c t u r e s 

f r o m c h a r g e s o f c a s u i s t r y , a n d t o e x p l a i n them i n t e r m s o f 

common s e n s e r a t h e r t h a n s c r i p t u r a l s a n c t i o n . He m a i n t a i n e d 

t h a t t h e p r o s c r i b e d amusements h a d b e e n condemned b e c a u s e o f 

" t h e a c c e s s o r i e s w i t h w h i c h t h e y h a v e b e e n a s s o c i a t e d . " T h u s , 

he e x p l a i n e d , r a c i n g h a d b e e n e x c o r i a t e d b e c a u s e o f t h e 

g a m b l i n g w h i c h was s o much a p a r t o f i t . A t a l e s s o b v i o u s 

l e v e l , b a g a t e l l e h a d b e e n a c c e p t a b l e b e c a u s e t h e game demanded 

no e x p e n s i v e a n d t h e r e f o r e w a s t e f u l e q u i p m e n t , and was u s u a l l y 

p l a y e d w i t h i n t h e f a m i l y home. B i l l i a r d s was condemned 

b e c a u s e t h e e x p e n s i v e e q u i p m e n t i t r e q u i r e d w o u l d u s u a l l y o n l y 

h a v e b e e n p r o v i d e d i n a p u b l i c h o u s e ( H e r b e r t S p e n c e r , 

r e v e a l i n g h i s a f f e c t i o n f o r b i l l i a r d s i n h i s a u t o b i o g r a p h y , 
r e m a r k e d " t h o s e who c o n f e s s t o p l a y i n g b i l l i a r d s commonly make 
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some k i n d o f e x c u s e " ) . F i s h i n g was p e r m i s s i b l e b e c a u s e i t 

was s o l i t a r y a n d e n c o u r a g e d m e d i t a t i o n a n d communion w i t h 
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n a t u r e . S h o o t i n g , i n t e r e s t i n g l y e n o u g h , was s u s p e c t n o t 

b e c a u s e o f any c r u e l t y i n v o l v e d , b u t b e c a u s e i t t o o k p l a c e 

among g r o u p s , w h i c h u s u a l l y l e d t o t h e u n s e e m l y c o n v i v i a l i t y 

o f t h e d i n n e r p a r t y a n d h e a v y d r i n k i n g . D a l e was a t t e m p t i n g 

t o a r g u e o u t a r e v i s e d c a t a l o g u e o f p e r m i s s i b l e amusements, 

b u t i n t h e l a s t a n a l y s i s he was n o t p r e p a r e d t o make many 

s p e c i f i c r e h a b i l i t a t i o n s ; he a c k n o w l e d g e d t h a t t h e r e w e r e 

some h o n o u r a b l e e x c e p t i o n s i n a s e a o f o t h e r w i s e p e r v e r s e 

p o p u l a r f i c t i o n , a n d c o n d o n e d d a n c i n g p r o v i d e d i t was n o t 

e x c e s s i v e o r t a i n t e d b y " u n s a v o u r y s o c i a l i n t e r c o u r s e . " He 

r e m a i n e d o p p o s e d t o t h e t h e a t r e . B u t he d i d e m p h a s i s e t h a t 

" e a c h g e n e r a t i o n m u s t e x a m i n e r e c r e a t i o n anew," a n d u r g e d a 

more c h a r i t a b l e a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s t h e r e c r e a t i o n s o f o n e ' s 

n e i g h b o u r s — " T h a t may be s a f e t o them w h i c h i s p e r i l o u s t o u s . " 

D a l e ' s c h u r c h t o o k some o f h i s t e a c h i n g t o h e a r t , f o r t h e 

p r o b l e m o f amusements was s u b j e c t e d t o s e v e r a l r e - e x a m i n a t i o n s , 

t h e m o s t n o t a b l e b e i n g a C o n g r e g a t i o n a l s y m p o s i u m c a l l e d i n 
65 

1 8 7 9 . H e r e a g a i n t h e r e was e v i d e n c e o f a n a d v a n c e i n 

t o l e r a n c e , f o r none o f t h e c o n t r i b u t o r s f a v o u r e d r e - e n a c t i n g 

t h e o l d d i s c i p l i n e a g a i n s t amusements, t h o u g h much o f t h e 

h o s t i l i t y t o d a n c i n g a n d t h e t h e a t r e r e m a i n e d . T h e r e w a s , t o o , 

a g e n e r a l f e e l i n g t h a t amusements w e r e b e s t k e p t w i t h i n t h e 

home. 

Thus t h e c h u r c h e s came t o a l l o w t h e l e g i t i m a c y o f 

l e i s u r e , b u t t h e r e w e r e s t i l l many c o n d i t i o n s t h e y a t t a c h e d t o 
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i t s pursuit. "Recreation", warned the Catholic Dublin Review, 

"should be more than even negatively harmless, i t should be 
6 6 

p o s i t i v e l y healthy." The Rev. Chester urged that, "As when 
men work, they should work, according to Apostolic r u l e , with 

a l l t h e i r might, so when they play, they should play with a l l 
67 

th e i r might." Pleasure seekers were reminded that C h r i s t i a 

n i t y had a high sense of the value of time, and that duty to 

others should f i n d a place i n recreation: 
Thus the enchanting country walk may be rendered more 
enchanting s t i l l by the v i s i t of mercy paid on the 
way to the cottage of the poor or sick; the t r i p to 
the seaside may be rendered doubly enjoyable by giving 
some i n v a l i d an excursion; and the ramble ... can delight 
the memory by the useful book given away on i t s banks.68 

That the churches themselves should make d i r e c t provision for 

recreation was a point frequently raised i n the '70s and '80s. 

A layman attending the Congregational symposium had urged 

that, " i t would be better to reclaim c e r t a i n amusements than 
69 

to abandon them to those who abuse them," and such remarks 

prompted the churches' considerable p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n recreation 

in the l a s t quarter of the century. But i t was not easy for 

churchmen to unbend on t h i s matter and, as a Scottish minister 

observed i n the early '80s: "The Church has s t i l l to set 

herself r i g h t with what i s c a l l e d 'the world' i n reference to 

her oversight of amusements and recreations, and her providing 

of such." 

Entering into d i r e c t competition with the world of 

amusements marked a climax i n the churches' mounting anxiety 
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a t t h e g e n e r a l e r o s i o n o f t h e i r p a s t o r a l p r e s e n c e . H a l t i n g 

d i s p e n s a t i o n s o n t h e r a n g e o f p e r m i s s i b l e amusements p r o b a b l y 

j u s t a d d e d t o t h i s w a s t a g e f o r , u n l e s s t h e y c o n t r o l l e d them, 

t h e c h u r c h e s w e r e t h e r e b y s i m p l y e n d o r s i n g t h e c o u n t e r -

a t t r a c t i o n s t o t h e r e l i g i o u s l i f e . W i l l i a m Thomson, A r c h b i s h o p 

o f Y o r k , i n a sermon on " S p o r t s a n d P a s t i m e s " i n 1 8 7 4 , s p o k e 

o f h i s f e a r t h a t t h e c h u r c h was l o s i n g c o n t a c t w i t h c u l t u r e 

a t e v e r y l e v e l , a nd a d m i t t e d t h a t many C h r i s t i a n s w e r e f a i l i n g 

t o f i n d r e l e v a n t s c r i p t u r a l g u i d a n c e on t h e p r o p e r c o n d u c t o f 
71 

t h e i r r e c r e a t i o n s . 1 P e r h a p s many no l o n g e r f e l t o b l i g e d t o 

l o o k i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e — i n a s e r m o n on " L e i s u r e Time" t h e 

Dean o f Durham a r g u e d t h a t g o o d w o r k s and s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t 

w e r e t h e p r o p e r c o n s t i t u e n t s o f l e i s u r e , b u t r e c o g n i s e d " t h e 

more common f e e l i n g t h a t l e i s u r e i s o u t o f t h e p a l e o f 

r e l i g i o n a l t o g e t h e r , a s o r t o f n e u t r a l g r o u n d w h i c h we may 
72 

f a i r l y c a l l o u r own." Y e t , t h o u g h t h e c h u r c h e s w e r e t o l o s e 

t h e i r s t r u g g l e f o r d o m i n i o n o v e r l e i s u r e , t h e i r c a v e a t s 

a g a i n s t u n p r o d u c t i v e o r p u r p o s e l e s s amusements r e i n f o r c e d a 

m i d - V i c t o r i a n r a t i o n a l e o f r e c r e a t i o n w h i c h b r i s t l e d w i t h t h e 
73 

h i g h e s t i n t e n t i o n s . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , t h e r e c r e a t i o n s w h i c h recommended t h e m s e l v e s 

t o r e s p e c t a b l e t a s t e s w e r e t h o s e w i t h some m a n i f e s t m o r a l o r 

i m p r o v i n g c o n t e n t . Much t h a t t o o k p l a c e i n t h e home was 

n a t u r a l l y so b l e s s e d , b u t t h e new f a m i l y games on t h e m a r k e t 

t o o k c a r e t o c o m b i n e " i n n o c e n t amusement w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n " — a 
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f o r m u l a met w i t h i n Greenwood's Round Games ( Q u e s t i o n s F o r Our 

Sunday T e a T a b l e , B i b l e Q u a r t e t s , S c i e n t i f i c Q u a r t e t s ) w h i c h 
74 

e a r n e d t h e e n d o r s e m e n t o f t h e B o l t o n C h r o n i c l e . The f u s i n g 

o f r e c r e a t i o n w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n h a d b e e n e x e m p l i f i e d i n t h e 

G r e a t E x h i b i t i o n a n d t h e i m p r o v i n g m i x t u r e was d i s p e n s e d i n -

p e n n y p a c k e t s i n p u b l i c l e c t u r e s a n d r e a d i n g s a c r o s s t h e 

c o u n t r y . A l b e r t S m i t h d r e w huge c r o w d s i n t h e '50s w i t h h i s 

l e c t u r e s o n t h e a s c e n t o f Mont B l a n c , i l l u s t r a t e d w i t h l a n t e r n 

s l i d e s a n d t h e e q u i p m e n t u s e d o n t h e e x p e d i t i o n . The r e t e l l i n g 
o f an h e r o i c e x p l o i t , t h e i n f o r m a t i o n o n a f o r e i g n c o u n t r y 

w h i c h was now w i t h i n r e a c h o f t h e e x c u r s i o n i s t , a n d t h e e x c i t e -
75 

ment o f a n i g h t o u t p r o v e d a n i r r e s i s t i b l e c o m b i n a t i o n . 
T r a v e l was g e n e r a l l y r e g a r d e d a s w h o l e s o m e : "To h a v e s e e n a 

m o u n t a i n , " a v e r r e d t h e C h r o n i c l e , " i s a g r e a t s t e p i n a man's 
7 6 

e d u c a t i o n . " T h e r e was t h u s a g r e a t d e a l o f r e c r e a t i o n t h a t 

came w i t h i n t h e p a l e b y v i r t u e o f e d u c a t i o n a l r a t h e r t h a n 

s p i r i t u a l c o n t e n t , t h o u g h t h e r e was a f e l i c i t o u s c o m b i n a t i o n 
o f b o t h i n o r a t o r i a , whose c o n s i d e r a b l e p o p u l a r i t y i n t h e s e 
y e a r s was a t t r i b u t e d t o " t h e p r e v a l e n t r e l i g i o u s s e n t i m e n t o f 

77 

t h e E n g l i s h m i d d l e c l a s s e s . " B e c a u s e o f i t s n o n - r e p r e s e n t a 

t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r , m u s i c was g e n e r a l l y t h o u g h t t o be t h e l e a s t 
7 8 

c o r r u p t i b l e o f t h e a r t s ; e v e n s o , we may r e c a l l t h a t H a w e i s 

h a d w a r n e d o f t h e n e e d t o r e f e r i t t o m o r a l t o u c h s t o n e s . 
The c o n c e r n f o r m o r a l l e g i t i m a t i o n r e m a i n e d a p o w e r f u l 

d e t e r m i n a n t o f m i d d l e - c l a s s c h o i c e i n l e i s u r e , b u t i t was n o t 
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t h e o n l y o r n e c e s s a r i l y t h e p r i m e m o t i v a t i o n , f o r r e c r e a t i o n s 

a n s w e r e d a v a r i e t y o f o t h e r n e e d s . Thus o r g a n i s e d games met 

t h e t e s t s o f m o r a l p r o p r i e t y w h i l e s e r v i n g a s a n i m p o r t a n t 

medium f o r a d v a n c i n g m i d d l e - c l a s s s o c i a l a s p i r a t i o n s . 

C h a r l e s K i n g s l e y ' s e x a l t a t i o n o f m u s c u l a r C h r i s t i a n i t y 

p r o v i d e d t h e n e c e s s a r y m o r a l g l o s s f o r o r g a n i s e d games. As 

a , c o u n t r y v i c a r i n t h e 1840s K i n g s l e y h a d c h a m p i o n e d p h y s i c a l 

h e a l t h : 

The b o d y , t h e t e m p l e o f t h e l i v i n g God ... . T h e r e h a s 
a l w a y s seemed t o me s o m e t h i n g i m p i o u s i n t h e n e g l e c t 
o f p e r s o n a l h e a l t h , s t r e n g t h a n d b e a u t y , w h i c h t h e 
r e l i g i o u s and s o m e t i m e s c l e r g y m e n o f t h e s e d a y s a f f e c t . 
I c o u l d n o t do h a l f t h e l i t t l e g o o d I do do h e r e i f i t 
w e r e n o t f o r t h a t s t r e n g t h a n d a c t i v i t y w h i c h some 
c o n s i d e r c o a r s e a n d d e g r a d i n g . 7 9 

Thus he h a d done much t o d i s p e l t h e s u s p i c i o n s o f t h e b o d y 

a s a s o u r c e o f s i n , a s t a p l e o f e v a n g e l i c a l t e a c h i n g w h i c h t h e 

C o r n h i l l h a d i d e n t i f i e d a s a n i m p e d i m e n t t o p h y s i c a l e n j o y m e n t . 

K i n g s l e y u r g e d h i s y o u n g a u d i e n c e s " t o c a r r y i n t o them (games) 
8 0 

t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f h o n o u r a nd r e l i g i o n , " d e c l a r i n g b o d i l y 

h e a l t h a m a t t e r o f p e r s o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y t o God and d u t y t o 

o n e ' s c o u n t r y . N e g l e c t o f w h a t he came t o c a l l ' t h e s c i e n c e 
o f h e a l t h ' w o u l d , he m a i n t a i n e d , r e n d e r E n g l i s h m e n " i n c a p a b l e , 
u n h a p p y , l i k e a B y z a n t i n e G r e e k , f i l l e d up w i t h some s o r t o f 

81 

p a p . " H e r b e r t S p e n c e r a c k n o w l e d g e d K i n g s l e y ' s l e a d i n g r o l e 

i n r e g i s t e r i n g t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f b o d i l y e x e r c i s e , a n d h i m s e l f 

u s e d t h e l a n g u a g e a n d i m p e r a t i v e s o f r e l i g i o n i n e m p h a s i s i n g 

t h a t " t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f h e a l t h i s a d u t y ... a l l b r e a c h e s o f 



136 

8 2 t h e l a w s o f h e a l t h a r e p h y s i c a l s i n s . " K i n g s l e y ' s n o v e l s 

g a v e c u r r e n c y t o s u c h i d e a l s , a n d i n s p i r e d a w h o l e s c h o o l o f 

i m i t a t o r s who w e r e , i n t h e w o r d s o f t h e S a t u r d a y R e v i e w , 

" c o n t i n u a l l y r e a d y t o b u i l d a m o d e l h e r o , v e r y g o o d a n d v e r y 
8 3 

s t r o n g ... a n d f r e e f r o m f a u l t s a n d f a t . " As The T i m e s 

r e m a r k e d d r i l y o f t h e s p r e a d o f a t h l e t i c i s m : "When y o u c a n 

a t t h e same t i m e e n j o y y o u r s e l f and f e e l t h e c o n s c i o u s n e s s 
8' 

t h a t y o u a r e d o i n g a m o r a l a c t i o n , i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o r e f r a i n . " 

I n games, t h e r h e t o r i c o f r e c r e a t i o n and r e l i g i o n t e n d e d 

t o become o n e . C h a r l e s B o x , a n h i s t o r i a n o f c r i c k e t , w r o t e 

' s p o r t s m e n ' s h o m i l i e s ' t o c o n s o l e a t h l e t e s o b l i g e d t o i n t e r r u p t 
t h e i r games i n o b s e r v a t i o n o f t h e S a b b a t h . H i s M u s i n g s f o r 

A t h l e t e s c o n s i s t e d o f b i b l i c a l t a l e s r e n d e r e d i n t h e l a n g u a g e 

o f t h e s p o r t s f i e l d , t h u s " J a c o b ' s E l e v e n v s . The S t i n g s o f 
85 

D e f e a t . " B u t i n s u c h s t i l t e d compounds i t was t h e r e l i g i o u s 

c o n t e n t w h i c h s u f f e r e d , a n d t h e v o c a b u l a r y o f e x h o r t a t i o n s w h i c h 

emerged f r o m t h e new a t h l e t i c i s m f u r n i s h e d t h e s e n t i m e n t s o f 

an i n c r e a s i n g l y s e c u l a r m o r a l i t y . The i d e a l o f m u s c u l a r 

C h r i s t i a n i t y y i e l d e d t o t h a t o f m a n l i n e s s . M a n l i n e s s a s a 

V i c t o r i a n i d e a l d e r i v e d i n p a r t f r o m C o l e r i d g e , who c o n c e i v e d 

o f i t a s t h a t s t a t e o f i n t e l l e c t u a l m a t u r i t y w h i c h m a r k e d t h e 
8 6 

p a s s i n g o f c h i l d h o o d . I t a l s o c a r r i e d s t r o n g a s s o c i a t i o n s 

o f p h y s i c a l c o u r a g e a nd e n d u r a n c e i n t h e s e n s e o f t h e o l d 

e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y v i r t u e o f ' b o t t o m ' . K i n g s l e y i n e f f e c t h a d 

c o m b i n e d t h e two u s a g e s a n d a d d e d a d r e s s i n g o f a g g r e s s i v e 
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r e l i g i o s i t y . B u t i t was Thomas Hughes r a t h e r t h a n K i n g s l e y 

who p r o v i d e d t h e most p o p u l a r m o d e l o f t h e m a n l y h e r o i n 
8 7 

Tom B r o w n , t h e a r c h e t y p e p u b l i c s c h o o l b o y . 

I n c r e a t i n g Tom, Hughes d r e w h e a v i l y o n h i s own r u r a l 

u p b r i n g i n g i n B e r k s h i r e , a n d t h e boy r e p r e s e n t e d q u a l i t i e s 

t h a t t h e a u t h o r much a d m i r e d i n t h e o l d s q u i r e a r c h y — a c c o r d i n g l y 

Tom was j o v i a l , g r e g a r i o u s a n d c o m b a t i v e — b u t i n h i s l a t e r 

w r i t i n g s Hughes was a n x i o u s t o commend a m a n l i n e s s s h o r n o f 

any s u g g e s t i o n o f b o o r i s h n e s s o r a n i m a l i s m . Though t h e Rugby 

b o y s i n t h e n o v e l 'mixed i t ' w i t h d r o v e r s a t t h e f a i r and 

n a v v i e s f r o m t h e LNWR ( j u s t a s t h e R e c t o r ' s s o n i n V a n i t y F a i r 

h a d s l u g g e d i t o u t w i t h t h e b a r g e e s a t O x f o r d ) Hughes r e m a r k e d 

o f s u c h b r a w l i n g t h a t he h a d n o t h i m s e l f s h a r e d " t h i s i n d i s 

c r i m i n a t e e n t h u s i a s m . " Thus he d e p l o r e d t h e n o t i o n o f 

m a n l i n e s s a s mere b r u t e f o r c e , a n d was much c o n c e r n e d t o 

r e p r e s e n t i t s e s s e n c e a s a m o r a l a c t i o n w h i c h c o u l d be f o u n d 

i n t h e p h y s i c a l l y w e a k e s t o f men. Hughes' own p e r s o n a l m o d e l 

i n t h i s r e g a r d was C h r i s t , b u t he r e c o g n i s e d t h e d w i n d l i n g 
8 8 

e n t h u s i a s m f o r t h i s f e a t u r e o f h i s p h i l o s o p h y . 

H i s t o r i c a l l y t h e a r i s t o c r a c y h a d a l o n g c l a i m t o 
8 9 

m a n l i n e s s , b u t i n s e v e r a l i n s t a n c e s t h e i r c o n d u c t was f o u n d 

w a n t i n g b y t h e s t a n d a r d s o f t h e r e v i s e d i d e a l . I n 1854 a 

c o u r t - m a r t i a l a t W i n d s o r b r o a d c a s t an e x a m p l e o f d a n g e r o u s 

h o r s e p l a y i n t h e G u a r d s ' o f f i c e r s ' mess. Among t h e many 

c e n s u r e s on s u c h b e h a v i o u r , t h e E r a d e c l a r e d : 
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I n t h a t g r e a t m i d d l e c l a s s who f o r m t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t 
e l e m e n t o f E n g l i s h s o c i e t y t h e f e e l i n g i s one o f u n 
m i t i g a t e d and c o n t e m p t u o u s a b h o r r e n c e o f t h e c o a r s e 
h a b i t s and d i s g u s t i n g l a n g u a g e w h i c h p r e v a i l w h e r e we 
l o o k e d f o r e l e v a t e d a n d c h i v a l r i c n o t i o n s o f h o n o u r 
and t h e r e f i n e d m a n n e r s o f a g e n t l e m a n . . . . We s h a l l 
n o w h e r e i n m a n u f a c t o r i e s o r w o r k s h o p s f i n d s u c h u n m a n l y 
b r u t a l i t y . 9 0 

I n 1871 t h e r e was a n o u t c r y a g a i n s t t h e p i g e o n - s h o o t i n g a t 

t h e f a s h i o n a b l e H u r l i n g h a m C l u b . I t was, s a i d The T i m e s , 

" p r a c t i c e d b y a r i s t o c r a t i c a m a t e u r s o u t o f mere w a n t o n n e s s 

an d l o v e o f k i l l i n g ... . I t b e t o k e n s and e n c o u r a g e s t h e 

r e s t l e s s l e v i t y a nd i n s a t i a b l e p l e a s u r e - s e e k i n g o f o u r y o u n g e r 
91 

n o b i l i t y . " H a w e i s o f f e r e d t h i s comment: 
W i t h some i l l u s t r i o u s e x c e p t i o n s t h e r e i s n o t e n o u g h 
r e a l e d u c a t i o n among o u r u p p e r c l a s s e s , o r we s h o u l d 
n o t f i n d them g a w p i n g o v e r s p o r t s t h a t t h e m i d d l e c l a s s 
h a v e l o n g a b a n d o n e d a s b r u t a l and u n d i g n i f i e d . 9 2 

V i c i o u s a n t i c s i n t h e mess a n d t h e s l a u g h t e r o f c a p t i v e b i r d s 

w e r e u n m a n l y o f f e n c e s a g a i n s t t h e s p i r i t o f t h e new l a w s o f 

o r g a n i s e d games, and a l l t h e more o f f e n s i v e when p r a c t i c e d by 

t h e a r i s t o c r a c y . 

The h o s t i l i t y i s , h o w e v e r , m i s l e a d i n g . T h e r e was a 

c o n t i n u i n g r a d i c a l a n i m u s a g a i n s t t h e a r i s t o c r a c y , e x e m p l i f i e d 

i n t h e c a m p a i g n a g a i n s t t h e mismanagement o f t h e C r i m e a n War, 

b u t , i n g e n e r a l , h o s t i l i t y t o w a r d s t h e o l d c l a s s enemy was 
9 3 

d i m i n i s h i n g . The g u a r d i a n s o f t h e new m o r a l i t y o f r e c r e a t i o n 

h a d no w i s h t o o s t r a c i s e t h e i r b e t t e r s , b u t s o u g h t r a t h e r t o 

u s e t h e new c o d e a s a d i s c r e e t v e h i c l e f o r a d v a n c i n g t h e i r own 

c l a s s b y r e d e f i n i n g t h e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s o f a g e n t l e m a n more i n 
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94 t e r m s o f c o n d u c t t h a n h e r e d i t y . " M a n l i n e s s w i t h o u t c o a r s e -
95 

n e s s , p o l i s h w i t h o u t c o m p l a c e n c y , n o b i l i t y w i t h o u t c a s t e " 

u n d e r Hughes' d e f i n i t i o n , a n y p u b l i c s c h o o l b o y m i g h t make 

h i m s e l f a g e n t l e m a n , t h o u g h he owed h i s e d u c a t i o n t o h i s 

f a t h e r ' s t r a d e i n ' u n m e n t i o n a b l e s ' . And i t was i n t h e p u b l i c 

s c h o o l s , n o t i n t h e o f f i c e r s ' m e s s , T a t t e r s a l l ' s o r t h e 

H u r l i n g h a m t h a t t h e new m o d e l g e n t l e m e n w e r e b e i n g made, f o r 

t h e s c h o o l s w e r e a t o n c e dynamos o f t h e new a t h l e t i c i s m a n d 

h o t h o u s e s f o r t h e p r e c o c i o u s s e e d l i n g s o f a n e w l y a s p i r a n t 

g e n t i l i t y . C o n t e m p l a t i n g t h e games c u l t , t h e S a t u r d a y R e v i e w 

c o n t e n d e d : 
V e r y many p a r e n t s c o n s i d e r t h a t t h e f i r s t r e q u i s i t e t o 
s u c c e s s i n l i f e i s t h e h a b i t o f a s s o c i a t i n g f r e e l y w i t h 
m i l l i o n a i r e s a nd t h e i r s o n s . They w o u l d , i f p o s s i b l e , 
g e t t e a c h i n g t o o ; b u t t h e f i r s t demand i s t h a t t h e i r 
b o y s s h o u l d go t o t h e same s c h o o l s w i t h t h e s o n s o f 
men o f w e a l t h and r a n k ... a b o y i s s e n t t o k e e p company 
w i t h l o r d s . 9 6 

A t t h e l o c a l grammar s c h o o l i n D e r b y i n t h e 1 8 7 0 s , so J . A. 

H o b s o n r e c a l l e d , " S p o r t was e n c o u r a g e d a s a means o f b r i n g i n g 

u s i n t o t h e company o f more r e p u t a b l e p u b l i c s c h o o l s o n t h e 
97 

b a s i s o f e q u a l i t y . " 

The a t t r a c t i o n s o f s t a t u s w e r e a n o b v i o u s e l e m e n t i n 

t h e a p p e a l o f l a w n t e n n i s , a n i n n o v a t i o n o f t h e m i d - s e v e n t i e s . 

The game was p r o m o t e d w i t h o u t a n y m o r a l a p o l o g i a , a n d i t s 

p r i n c i p a l r e c o m m e n d a t i o n seems t o h a v e l a i n i n t h e f a c t t h a t 

i t c o u l d e q u i p t h e s u b u r b a n v i l l a w i t h some o f t h e r e s o u r c e s 

o f t h e c o u n t r y h o u s e , t h u s r e c o n c i l i n g f l i g h t s o f s o c i a l f a n c y 
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w i t h t h e m e a s u r e m e n t s o f t h e b a c k g a r d e n . M a j o r W i n g f i e l d , 

t h e game's i n v e n t o r , a d v e r t i s e d a l i s t o f n o b l e c l i e n t s who 

had b o u g h t t h e n e c e s s a r y k i t , t o g e t h e r w i t h a l e t t e r o f 

e n d o r s e m e n t f r o m a b a r o n e t ; t h e S p o r t i n g G a z e t t e p r e d i c t e d 

w i t h c o n f i d e n c e t h a t " h a v i n g won i t s e n t r e e i n t o g o od s o c i e t y ... 

i t ( l a w n t e n n i s ) w i l l be a p o p u l a r p a s t i m e i n e v e r y E n g l i s h 

^ home w h i c h c a n b o a s t a l e v e l p i e c e o f g r o u n d t w e n t y y a r d s b y 
9 8 

t e n . " L o o k i n g b a c k o n t h e 1 8 7 0 s , T. H. S. E s c o t t had t h i s 

t o s a y : 
I n a l l t h i n g s t h e a c c r e d i t e d e x e m p l a r s o f t h e l a t e s t 
a n d m o s t c o s m o p o l i t a n mode w e r e f o l l o w e d b y t h e y o u n g e r 
g e n e r a t i o n o f t h e c l a s s e s t h a t c o n v e n i e n t l y w e r e s t i l l 
r e g a r d e d a s s t r o n g h o l d s o f t h e e t h i c a l s e v e r i t y w h i c h 
P u r i t a n a n c e s t o r s h a n d e d down.99 

To t h e S a t u r d a y R e v i e w , t h e " e a g e r a t t e m p t s o f p e r s o n s t o 

wedge t h e m s e l v e s i n t o a s l i g h t l y h i g h e r s t r a t u m o f t h e s o c i a l 

f o r m a t i o n by s e i z i n g o n t h e f a v o u r i t e amusements o f t h a t h i g h e r 

l e v e l " was p a r t o f "The P a t h o s o f P l e a s u r e S e e k i n g . " " ' ' 0 0 I n 

t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , r e p r i m a n d i n g t h e a r i s t o c r a c y was s o m e t h i n g 

o f a n a n a c h r o n i s t i c e x e r c i s e , a r i t u a l d e n u n c i a t i o n w h i c h h u r t 

no one and c o s t l i t t l e b y f i x i n g o n a n t i q u e s t e r e o t y p e s 

r a t h e r t h a n p e r s o n a l i t i e s . I t was m o s t l y t h e r e f l e x r e s p o n s e 

o f an o l d e r generation;"'" 0"'' i n a new and ad_ hoc l e i s u r e c u l t u r e , 

f a s h i o n r a t h e r t h a n c u s t o m c o n f e r r e d i t s own l e g i t i m a c y , a n d 

f a s h i o n was d i c t a t e d by t h e r i c h a n d a r i s t o c r a t i c — t h e m a g i c a l 

' upper t e n t h o u s a n d ' — w h o s e a p p e a l r e m a i n e d u n d i m i n i s h e d b y 

t h e s c a n d a l s f o r w h i c h a f e w o f t h e i r number w e r e s t i l l n o t o r i o u s . 
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B u t m i d d l e - c l a s s l e i s u r e t i m e was f a r f r o m b e i n g 

t o t a l l y g i v e n o v e r t o t h e e m u l a t i v e s t r i v i n g s o f i n n u m e r a b l e 

b o u r g e o i s g e n t i l h o m m e s , h o w e v e r much t h e l a t t e r c r o w d e d t h e 

p a g e s o f P u n c h d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . T h e r e was i n E n g l i s h 

s o c i e t y a p r o c e s s o f l o n g s t a n d i n g w h e r e b y p r o m i n e n t b o u r g e o i s i e 

c o u l d be a s s i m i l a t e d by t h e i r s o c i a l s u p e r i o r s , b u t i n t h e 

m i d d l e y e a r s o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e r e was a f l o o d t i d e 

o f m i d d l e - c l a s s men and t h e i r f a m i l i e s who c o u l d n o t be 

s i m i l a r l y accommodated a n d 7 i n many c a s e s , w e r e n o t s u r e t h a t 
102 

t h e y w i s h e d t o b e . F o r t h i s l a r g e g r o u p , l e i s u r e p r o v i d e d 

an o p p o r t u n i t y t o c o n f i r m and c o n s o l i d a t e t h e i r s o c i a l s t a n d i n g 

r a t h e r t h a n r e d e f i n e i t upwards.-

B u i l d i n g c o m m u n i t y was a t a s k w h i c h w e n t h a n d i n h a n d 

w i t h t h e c o n f i r m a t i o n o f c l a s s i d e n t i t y , a nd h e l p e d d e t e r m i n e 

t h e s h a p e and n a t u r e o f m i d d l e - c l a s s l e i s u r e i n a c h a n g i n g 

e n v i r o n m e n t . U r b a n i s a t i o n had h e r d e d t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s i n t o 

a g r o s s p r o x i m i t y i n t h e c e n t r e o f t h e c i t i e s ; t h e same 

p r o c e s s r e l o c a t e d t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s o n t h e s u b u r b a n p e r i p h e r i e s . 

The o n c e t i g h t m i d d l e - c l a s s " w o r l d c o m p r i s i n g a h a n d f u l o f 

f a m i l i e s w i t h more o r l e s s p e r m a n e n t e n t r e e s i n t o e a c h o t h e r ' s 

company was m u l t i p l i e d , f r a g m e n t e d , a n d f l u n g o u t w a r d s t o 

c r y s t a l l i s e i n t o l a r g e numbers o f d i s c r e t e and i n s u l a r h o u s e 

h o l d s ( l a c k i n g a s y e t t h e t e l e p h o n e , t h a t g r e a t a n d i n E n g l a n d 

a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e l y m i d d l e - c l a s s i n s t r u m e n t o f s o c i a l c o m m u n i c a 

t i o n ) . The d i s l o c a t i o n o f o l d p a t t e r n s o f n e i g h b o u r h o o d 
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i n t i m a c y was compounded b y t h e g r o w i n g p r a c t i c e o f b o a r d i n g 

o u t c h i l d r e n a t s c h o o l a g e ; y o u n g a d u l t s r e t u r n e d home t o f i n d 

t h e m s e l v e s b e r e f t o f l o c a l a c q u a i n t a n c e s . The s o l i t a r y f a m i l y 

was i n a d e q u a t e f o r s o c i a l f u l f i l m e n t a nd t h e m i d d l e c l a s s , no 

l e s s t h a n t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s , h a d t o b u i l d i t s s e c o n d a r y 

a s s o c i a t i o n s t o combat t h e s t r a i n s o f t h e new e n v i r o n m e n t . F o r 

r e c r e a t i o n , t h e s e m i g h t t a k e t h e f o r m o f p r i v a t e h o u s e o r 

g a r d e n p a r t i e s among b u s i n e s s a s s o c i a t e s , o r t h e e x t e n d e d f a m i l y , 

b u t a m a j o r a g e n t o f r e g e n e r a t i o n was c e r t a i n l y t h e f o r m a l l y 

c o n s t i t u t e d c l u b o r s o c i e t y . T h e s e a s s o c i a t i o n s e m b r a c e d a 

w i d e r a n g e o f a c t i v i t i e s : s p o r t s , a m a t e u r s o l d i e r i n g , l i t e r a r y 

a n d s c i e n t i f i c e d u c a t i o n and d e b a t e , t h e d e f i n i t i o n a n d promo

t i o n o f p r o f e s s i o n a l i n t e r e s t s , a nd t h e p u r s u i t o f r e f o r m — a l l , 

i n v a r y i n g d e g r e e s , p e r f o r m e d a n i m p o r t a n t s o c i a l f u n c t i o n . 

" I n t h e V o l u n t e e r c o r p s , " o b s e r v e d Hugh S h i m m i n , t h e L i v e r p o o l 

j o u r n a l i s t , " p a t r i o t i s m i s a mask f o r s o c i a l r e l a x a t i o n ; n o t 

o n l y i s e a c h company o r r e g i m e n t a s d i s t i n c t a s e c t i o n o f 

E n g l i s h s o c i e t y a s a c l u b , b u t i t s m o s t p r o m i n e n t f e a t u r e s a r e 
103 

t h o s e o f c l u b l i f e . " C o n t e m p l a t i n g t h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g o f 
t h e C h u r c h C o n g r e s s i n 1 8 6 3 , The T i m e s .was moved t o comment on 

c o n g r e s s e s i n g e n e r a l : 

They a r e g r e a t s o c i a l m e e t i n g s t o w h i c h p e o p l e go t o 
s e e one a n o t h e r a n d become b e t t e r f r i e n d s , o r t o l e a r n , 
i n a g e n i a l , o f f h a n d m anner, t h e g e n e r a l c o u r s e t h e i r 
t h o u g h t s a r e t a k i n g ... t h i s i s t h e m e a n i n g o f t h e 
S o c i a l S c i e n c e C o n g r e s s . I t i s n o t s c i e n t i f i c , a n d i t 
i s n o t a c o n g r e s s , b u t i t i s s o c i a l . 
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By s u c h means d i d t h e m i d - V i c t o r i a n m i d d l e c l a s s e s s u s t a i n 

c o m m u n i t i e s o f i n t e r e s t w h i c h o v e r c a m e t h e b a r r i e r s o f a 

c e l l u l a r s u b u r b a n s o c i e t y . 

R e c r e a t i o n t h r o u g h a s s o c i a t i o n a p p e a l e d o n many c o u n t s . 

I t a p p e a l e d o n p r a c t i c a l g r o u n d s , s i n c e f o r e v e r y m i d d l e - c l a s s 

a r r i v i s t b e n t o n r a i s i n g h i s s t a t u s w i t h t h e c h e q u e b o o k , 

t h e r e w e r e p l e n t y w i t h a n o s e f o r a b a r g a i n , i n l e i s u r e a s 

i n b u s i n e s s , a n d c l u b b i n g t o g e t h e r s p r e a d t h e c o s t o f f a c i l i t i e s 

a n d e q u i p m e n t - - t h e e x c l u s i v e g e n t l e m a n ' s c l u b s o f S t . J a m e s ' s 

w e r e c o p i e d b y r i s i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l b o d i e s f o r t h e i r economy 
105 

as w e l l a s t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n s o f g e n t i l i t y . A c l u b a t m o s 

p h e r e a l s o a f f o r d e d new o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r i n f o r m a l d e a l i n g s 

i n b u s i n e s s a n d p o l i t i c s . A l l t h i s s u g g e s t s h e a v y m a l e 

d o m i n a n c e , b u t t h e b r o a d e n i n g c h o i c e o f s p o r t s a n d o u t d o o r 

a c t i v i t i e s p r o v i d e d i n c r e a s e d r e c r e a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 

t h e l a d i e s a s w e l l . G a m e s - p a r t i e s a n d s p o r t s c l u b s p r o v i d e d 

c o v e r f o r c o u r t s h i p and f l i r t a t i o n , a n d t h e c o n s t a n t s u r p l u s 

o f women o v e r men d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d a c c o u n t s f o r f e m a l e 

e n t h u s i a s m f o r t h e m i x e d s p o r t s o f l a w n t e n n i s a n d c r o q u e t — 

t h e l a t t e r , we a r e t o l d , o f f e r e d " f r e s h a i r a n d f l i r t a t i o n i n 
106 

a g r e e a b l e c o m b i n a t i o n . " The i c e - s k a t i n g boom o r ' r i n k o m a n i a ' 
o f t h e s e v e n t i e s was c l e a r l y a t t r a c t i v e t o y o u n g p e o p l e 

a n x i o u s t o e s c a p e t h e c h a p e r o n e : 

N o t w i t h o u t a s h o c k t o h e r s e n s e o f m a t e r n a l p r o p r i e t y 
d i d t h e E n g l i s h M a t r o n o f o l d f a s h i o n e d i d e a s s e e , o r 
h e a r o f , h e r d a u g h t e r b e i n g t w i r l e d i n t h e arms o f some 
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y o u t h j u s t i n t r o d u c e d , o r p e r h a p s w i t h o u t e v e n t h e 
p r e l i m i n a r y o f t h a t e a s y f o r m . 1 0 7 

E v e n m a t r o n s b o l d e n o u g h t o t a k e t o t h e i c e t h e m s e l v e s w e r e 

no d o u b t e a s i l y o u t - s k a t e d , j u s t a s t h e y w e r e s o o n t o be o u t -

b i c y c l e d . Y e t t h e r e w e r e a l s o ways i n w h i c h a s s o c i a t i o n s 

r e i n f o r c e d r a t h e r t h a n s l a c k e n e d t h e bon d s o f o r t h o d o x 

m o r a l i t y . F o r good o r b a d , t h e y r e p r o d u c e d t h e k i n d o f 

m u t u a l v i g i l a n c e w h i c h a c t e d a s a s o c i a l d i s c i p l i n e i n t h e sma 

t o w n m i l i e u , b u t w h i c h t e n d e d t o b r e a k down i n t h e a n o n y m i t y 
108 

o f a b i g c i t y . One i m a g i n e s t h a t c o r r e c t l y o r d e r e d s o c i a l 

c l u b s w o u l d h a v e recommended t h e m s e l v e s t o s u c h m o r a l w a t c h d o g 

a s t h e j o u r n a l i s t E w i n g R i t c h i e , who was s c a n d a l i s e d b y 
b u s i n e s s m e n who d r a n k h e a v i l y i n Town b u t p a s s e d a s a m o d e l o f 
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r e s p e c t a b i l i t y a t h o m e — t h e J e k y l l s a n d Hydes o f s u b u r b i a . 

V o l u n t a r y a s s o c i a t i o n s i n g e n e r a l , a n d t h o s e f o r 

r e c r e a t i o n i n p a r t i c u l a r , met a v a r i e t y o f i m p o r t a n t n e e d s i n 

m i d d l e - c l a s s l i f e . A p e r c e p t i v e F r e n c h o b s e r v e r o f f e r e d t h e s e 

r e m a r k s o n t h i s n o t a b l e phenomenon: 

T h i s t e n d e n c y o f t h e E n g l i s h t o f o r m g r o u p s t h r o u g h 
t h e a t t r a c t i o n s o f c e r t a i n p l e a s u r e s , d e s e r v e s o u r 
a t t e n t i o n . . . . I n F r a n c e men l i k e t o meet f o r t h e 
s a k e o f m e e t i n g ; t h e E n g l i s h m a n i s p e r h a p s l e s s 
s o c i a b l e : he r e q u i r e s a n o b j e c t , a c o m m u n i t y o f 
t a s t e s , a p e c u l i a r t i e , w h i c h d r a w s h i m n e a r e r h i s f e l l o w -
men. Does n o t t h i s e x p l a i n how a n a t i o n f o u n d e d i n 
g r e a t m e a s u r e o n t h e p r i n c i p l e o f s e l f , m a i n t a i n s i t s e l f 
s o f i r m , c o m p a c t , a n d u n i t e d , w i t h o u t c a l l i n g on t h e 
i n d i v i d u a l t o s a c r i f i c e a n y o f h i s l i b e r t i e s ? The 
v o l u n t a r y a s s o c i a t i o n i n g r o u p s a n d s e r i e s , i s t h e 
g r e a t c o u n t e r p o i s e o f B r i t i s h p e r s o n a l i t y . H O 
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T h e r e i s a f u r t h e r p o i n t : i n a l i t e r a l m i n d e d s o c i e t y w i t h 

a t a s t e f o r t h e r i t u a l s o f c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m , f e w a s s o c i a t i o n s 

w e r e w i t h o u t t h e i r r u l e s a n d r e g u l a t i o n s — b y s u c h p r o p e r 

d e v i c e s t h e E n g l i s h m a n c o u l d c h o o s e who t o j o i n w i t h o r 

e x c l u d e f r o m s u c h a s s o c i a t i o n s . 

The e x a m p l e o f B o l t o n p r o v i d e s i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f s e v e r a l 

o f t h e s e t h e m e s . H e r e t h e r e was no r e s i d e n t a r i s t o c r a c y t o 

t u r n t h e h e a d s o f t h e t o w n ' s b u r g e o n i n g m i d d l e c l a s s ; b u t t h e 

new men a b r o a d i n b u s i n e s s a n d t h e p r o f e s s i o n s , many o f whose 

g r a n d f a t h e r s a c c o r d i n g t o a d i s g r u n t l e d l o c a l i n f o r m a n t "had 

s o l d s a n d , b o i l e d t r i p e , c o b b l e d s h o e s , s o l d c l o g s , w o r k e d 

t h e t r a d d l e s , o r s p u n c o t t o n , " n e e d e d t o f i n d some c o r p o r a t e 

i d e n t i t y , some s o c i a l e x p r e s s i o n f o r t h e i r new s t a t u s . 1 1 1 A 

c o r r e s p o n d e n t t o t h e C h r o n i c l e i n 1865 d e c l a r e d t h e g r e a t 
112 

n e e d f o r a c l u b f o r g e n t l e m e n ( t h e t e r m i t s e l f was a l m o s t 
a new d e s i g n a t i o n i n B o l t o n , f o r men l i k e t h e A s h w o r t h s h ad 

b e e n p r o u d t o s t y l e t h e m s e l v e s ' m a n u f a c t u r e r ' o r ' c o t t o n 
113 

s p i n n e r . ' The t o w n ' s g e n t l e m e n w e r e s o o n accommodated i n 

t h e s u c c e s s i o n o f a s s o c i a t i o n s f o r m e d i n B o l t o n f r o m t h e m i d -

s i x t i e s : a r o w i n g c l u b was i n e x i s t e n c e i n 1 8 6 5 , t h e y e a r o f 

t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f B o l t o n ' s c r i c k e t c l u b ; a n a m a t e u r a t h l e t i c 

c l u b f o r m e d i n 1 8 7 0 , f o l l o w e d b y a n a m a t e u r swimming c l u b i n 

' 7 1 . 1 1 4 A p u b l i c s c h o o l man t r y i n g t o l o c a t e h i s k i n d i n a 

t o w n t o w h i c h he was a s t r a n g e r , w r o t e t o t h e C h r o n i c l e . i n 

1 8 7 2 , s u g g e s t i n g t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a n a s s o c i a t i o n f o o t b a l l c l u b , 
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a n d B o l t o n F.C. was b o r n t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r . S u b s c r i p t i o n s 

w e r e b e y o n d t h e r a n g e o f a n y b u t a m i d d l e - c l a s s p o c k e t , a n d 

t h e r e w e r e s e v e r a l c o m p l a i n t s a b o u t t h e e x c l u s i v i t y o f t h e 

c l u b s , s o much so t h a t a L i b e r a l p a r l i a m e n t a r y c a n d i d a t e i n 

'68 t r i e d t o make p o l i t i c a l c a p i t a l o u t o f t h e e l i t i s t 

p r e t e n s i o n s o f t h e c r i c k e t c l u b a n d t h e V o l u n t e e r c o r p s w h i c h , 

he c l a i m e d , w e r e " c o n f i n e d t o a c e r t a i n c l a s s " ( m o s t l y o f a 
116 

d i s a p p o i n t i n g l y T o r y p e r s u a s i o n ) . We h a v e s e e n how 

J o h n T a y l o r , t h e B o l t o n l a w y e r (and s o m e t i m e t o w n c o r o n e r ) 

no l o n g e r t o o k h i s r e c r e a t i o n i n t h e p u b s b y t h e 1850s b u t 

e n t e r t a i n e d a t home, a n d m e n t i o n h a s b e e n made o f t h e t o w n ' s 

" s e l e c t a n d g o r g e o u s " d i n n e r p a r t i e s , b u t much s o c i a l i s i n g , 

p e r h a p s e v e n t h e g r e a t e r p a r t , t o o k p l a c e i n g r o u p s o u t s i d e 
t h e d r a w i n g room. "Home s w e e t home," l a m e n t e d one B o l t o n i a n 
i n t h e m i d - s e v e n t i e s , " d o e s n o t f o r m t h e c e n t r e o f a t t r a c t i o n 

i t o n c e d i d ... . 

We do a l m o s t e v e r y t h i n g i n p u b l i c ... e v e r y i d e a nowadays 
a s s u m i n g t h e f o r m o f a s o c i e t y — a n d t h e s e o f c o u r s e 
m ust a l l be s u p p l e m e n t e d b y t h e i r m u s i c , t h e i r e a t i n g 
a n d d r i n k i n g , a n d t h e i n e v i t a b l e s p e e c h i f y i n g . H 7 

The a c c e s s i o n o f l a r g e numbers o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s 

t o t h e e n j o y m e n t o f g r e a t e r l e i s u r e was a d e v e l o p m e n t o f 

c o n s i d e r a b l e i m p o r t a n c e i n m i d - V i c t o r i a n E n g l a n d . U n d o u b t e d l y 

t h e y f i l l e d t h i s new l i f e s p a c e w i t h much t h a t was o t i o s e - — t h e 

e x c e s s e s o f c o n s p i c u o u s c o n s u m p t i o n , t h e p a t e n t e x e r c i s e s i n 

s o c i a l c l i m b i n g — t h u s p r e s e n t i n g b r o a d t a r g e t s f o r t h o s e 

e n g a g e d i n t h e new i n t e l l e c t u a l s p o r t o f s h o o t i n g down 
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b o u r g e o i s c u l t u r e . I t was t h e s p e c t a c l e o f m i d d l e - c l a s s 

' e n j o y m e n t s ' t h a t moved M a t t h e w A r n o l d t o a s k : "Can a n y l i f e 
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be i m a g i n e d more h i d e o u s , more d i s m a l , more u n e n v i a b l e ? " 

B u t t h e V i c t o r i a n m i d d l e c l a s s e s d e s e r v e more u n d e r s t a n d i n g , 

f o r t h e y h a d v i r t u a l l y t o c r e a t e a l e i s u r e c u l t u r e o v e r n i g h t ; 

t h o u g h t h e y e n j o y e d i m m e a s u r a b l y r i c h e r m a t e r i a l r e s o u r c e s 

t h a n t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s , t h e y w e r e c u l t u r a l l y i l l - e q u i p p e d 

f o r t h e new o p p o r t u n i t y , a n d t h e p r o c e s s o f a d a p t a t i o n f o r 

them was n e c e s s a r i l y awkward a n d c o n t r i v e d . D e s p i t e t h e 

a d m o n i t i o n s o f a r a t i o n a l e w h i c h s u b o r d i n a t e d r e c r e a t i o n t o 

t h e p r i o r i t i e s o f w o r k a n d C h r i s t i a n d u t y , t h e o l d c o n s t r a i n t s 

w e r e d i s s o l v i n g , a n d t h e p u b l i c f a c e o f l e i s u r e g r e w i n c r e a s i n g l y 

u n a b a s h e d , p a r t i c u l a r l y among t h e y o u n g . Y e t t e n s i o n s b e t w e e n 

w o r k and p l a y , b e t w e e n m o r a l g l o s s e s and s o c i a l r e a l i t y s t i l l 

r e m a i n e d , a n d w e r e r e f l e c t e d i n t h e d i s p e n s a t i o n s o f r a t i o n a l 

r e c r e a t i o n t o t h e m a s s e s , t h e m s e l v e s e n j o y i n g s o m e t h i n g o f 

a m o d e s t l e i s u r e boom i n t h e more c o m f o r t a b l e c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

o f t h e t h i r d q u a r t e r o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 
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I N THE NEW LEISURE WORLD 
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Bank H o l i d a y s A c t o f 1871 g u a r a n t e e d m o d e s t a n n u a l h o l i d a y s 

f o r b a n k w o r k e r s , a d i s p e n s a t i o n w h i c h s p r e a d t o o t h e r g r o u p s . 

Company h o l i d a y s a l s o became more common: i n t h e l a t e s i x t i e s 

b a n k c l e r k s i n t h e C i t y c o u l d e x p e c t up t o t h r e e weeks o f f 

a f t e r a c e r t a i n p e r i o d o f e s t a b l i s h e d s e r v i c e , a nd r a i l w a y m e n 

w i t h t h e G r e a t N o r t h e r n i n 1872 seem t o h a v e b e e n t h e f i r s t 

w o r k i n g m e n to r e c e i v e h o l i d a y s w i t h p a y . F o r t h e m a j o r i t y 

o f w o r k i n g m e n t h e r e w e r e no s u c h o f f i c i a l h o l i d a y s , b u t 

c u s t o m s t i l l a l l o w e d many o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l a n n u a l b r e a k s , 

and Thomas W r i g h t , 'The J o u r n e y m a n E n g i n e e r ' , n o t e d i n 1867 
7 

t h a t St. Monday c o n t i n u e d t o f l o u r i s h . 

I m p r o v e d c o m m u n i c a t i o n s b r o a d e n e d t h e h o r i z o n s o f 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e . The c h e a p p r e s s e x p a n d e d s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s 

n e s s h e r e a s i t h a d done i n h i g h e r l e v e l s o f s o c i e t y ; s i m i l a r l y , 

t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s s h a r e d i n t h e b e n e f i t s o f i n c r e a s e d 

m o b i l i t y c o n f e r r e d b y t h e g r o w t h o f c h e a p r a i l t r a v e l and 

t h e e x c u r s i o n b u s i n e s s . P r o v i n c i a l w o r k i n g m e n and t h e i r 

f a m i l i e s p o u r e d i n t o L o n d o n b y t r a i n f o r t h e G r e a t E x h i b i t i o n 
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i n 1851. Sometime i n t h e s i x t i e s w o r k i n g - c l a s s f a m i l i e s 

b e g a n t o t a k e b r e a k s o f s e v e r a l d a y s a t t h e s e a s i d e , w here 

d i s t i n c t i v e l y p r o l e t a r i a n r e s o r t s w e re d e v e l o p i n g . A p a r t y 

o f B o l t o n a r t i s a n s w e n t t o t h e P a r i s E x h i b i t i o n i n 1867 and 

a L o n d o n j o u r n e y m a n p u b l i s h e d a d v i c e on c h e a p c o n t i n e n t a l 

h o l i d a y s f o r w o r k i n g m e n i n 1878. S a v i n g s c l u b s a s s i s t e d 

i n f i n a n c i n g t h e more a m b i t i o u s t r i p s , and t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 

o f t h i r d - c l a s s r a i l t r a v e l i n t h e s e v e n t i e s i n c r e a s e d p o p u l a r 

t r a f f i c . R o b e r t B a k e r , F a c t o r y I n s p e c t o r , n o t e d a p p r o v i n g l y : 

The w o r k i n g c l a s s a r e m o v i n g a b o u t on t h e s u r f a c e 
o f t h e i r own c o u n t r y , v i s i t i n g i n t u r n e x h i b i t i o n 
a f t e r e x h i b i t i o n , s p e n d i n g t h e w e a l t h t h e y h a v e 
a c q u i r e d ' i n s e e i n g t h e w o r l d ' a s t h e u p p e r 
c l a s s e s d i d i n 1800, a s t h e m i d d l e c l a s s d i d i n 
1850, and a s t h e y t h e m s e l v e s a r e d o i n g i n 1875. 9 

T h e r e w ere o t h e r g a i n s i n s p a c e and f a c i l i t i e s 

i n s i d e t h e t o w n s and c i t i e s . A s one o b s e r v e r r e c o r d e d i n t h e 

l a t e s i x t i e s : "The l a v i s h p r o v i s i o n o f p u b l i c p a r k s , p l e a s u r e 

g r o u n d s , b a t h s a n d f r e e l i b r a r i e s i n a l l t h e l a r g e r L a n c a s h i r e 

t o w n s , t e s t i f i e s t h a t t h e c o r p o r a t e a u t h o r i t i e s a r e n o t 

u n m i n d f u l o f t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s t o p r o m o t e t h e h e a l t h , h a p p i n e s s 

and c u l t u r e o f t h e i n d u s t r i a l o r d e r s . " " ' " 0 I n B o l t o n and d i s t r i c t , 

m u n i c i p a l and p r i v a t e i n i t i a t i v e i n c r e a s e d t h e number o f p a r k s 

a n d i n d o o r p l a c e s o f a s s e m b l y . A v a s t new t o wn h a l l , o p e n e d 

i n 1873, l o o k e d down upon t h e F r e e L i b r a r y , t h e C h a d w i c k 

Museum,, a new C o - o p e r a t i v e h a l l , a s e c o n d T e m perance h a l l , 

a n d a r a s h o f d i f f e r e n t c l u b - r o o m s , i n s t i t u t e s a n d c o f f e e 
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t a v e r n s . I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o n o t e t h a t w h a t a p p e a r e d l a v i s h 

t o t h e v i s i t o r m i g h t s t i l l be meagre f o r l o c a l n e e d s . I n 

p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e number and d e n s i t y o f p o p u l a t i o n i n many 

b i g c i t i e s t h e p r o v i s i o n o f o p e n s p a c e , f o r e x a m p l e , was 

g r o s s l y i n a d e q u a t e . ' ^ Y e t i t r e m a i n s p l a i n e n o u g h t h a t t h e 

w o r k i n g m a n had a w i d e r c h o i c e o f l e i s u r e r e s o r t t h a n s i m p l y 

t h a t b e t w e e n c h u r c h o r pub w h i c h had p r e v i o u s l y o b t a i n e d . 

Though c o n s t r a i n t s on t i m e and s p a c e were c o n s i d e r a b l y 

e a s e d , p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n c o u l d s t i l l n o t e s c a p e t h e r e b u k e s 

o f i t s o l d o p p o n e n t s . The S a b b a t a r i a n l o b b y d e l a y e d t h e 

Sunday o p e n i n g o f a r t g a l l e r i e s u n t i l 1 8 9 6 , a s t a n d w h i c h 

e x a s p e r a t e d many w o r k i n g - c l a s s l e a d e r s t h o u g h g a l l e r i e s may 
12 

h a v e b e e n c a v i a r t o t h e g e n e r a l ; more o f f e n s i v e i n p o p u l a r 

e y e s , a s we h a v e s e e n , was t h e v i c t o r y o f S a b b a t a r i a n s i n 

c l o s i n g down Sunday b a n d c o n c e r t s i n L o n d o n p a r k s a n d t h e i r 
13 

t h r e a t t o pub o p e n i n g h o u r s i n t h e f i f t i e s . T h e r e w e re 

s e v e r a l c l a s h e s i n B o l t o n b e t w e e n a S a b b a t a r i a n r e a r g u a r d 

and a p o p u l a r p a r t y l e d b y t h e l o c a l s e c u l a r i s t s , who 

i n t e r p r e t e d t h e i s s u e o f Sunday o p e n i n g i n t e r m s o f c l a s s 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . "The q u e s t i o n o f t h e S a b b a t h , " d e c l a r e d 

S i m o n H i l t o n , v e t e r a n B o l t o n r a d i c a l , " i s n e v e r mooted b u t 

when t h e p r i v i l e g e s o f t h e h u m b l e r c l a s s e s a r e c o n c e r n e d . " 

H i l t o n ' s p a r t y s e c u r e d t h e Sunday o p e n i n g o f P e e l P a r k i n 

1867; two y e a r s l a t e r H i l t o n l e d t h e f i g h t t o a l l o w t h e s a l e 

o f r e f r e s h m e n t s i n t h e P a r k on S u n d a y s — q u o t i n g J o h n S t u a r t M i l l 
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to the hisses of the Sunday School claque—and there were 
14 

other contests i n l a t e r years. The temperance movement 

developed a formidable national organisation i n t h i s period 

which secured various curtailments of pub opening hours, thus 

cutting back on recreational d r i n k i n g . 1 5 In Bolton, regular 

memorials from i n f l u e n t i a l temperance supporters to the 

annual l i c e n c i n g sessions cut o f f the grant of new pub licences 

the same group, i n a l l i a n c e with the Sunday school lobby, 

also took advantage of new requirements i n Bolton's Corporation 

Improvement Act of 1872 to pressure the magistrates into 

withholding a singing and dancing licence for the Museum Music 
17 

H a l l , the descendant of the Star. Such t a c t i c s were used 
18 

against music h a l l s in many other towns. 

'The Battle of the Music Halls' made headlines in 

the 1880s, but there was another b a t t l e over popular recreation 

the battle of the streets—which went on interminably, but 

whose communiques were l o s t i n the small p r i n t of p r o v i n c i a l 

newspapers. From one of many similar reports from t h i s 

forgotten front here i s the case of a ce r t a i n George Healey 

of Bolton, charged with indecent conduct on Chorley New Road 

i n the spring of 1866. The p r i n c i p a l witness before the 

court was a Mr. W. H. Wright, a respectable tea dealer of 

the town: 
... on Saturday afternoon, about half past two, 
he was i n his garden at Heaton, when he heard a 
noise i n the road, and on turning round, he saw 
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a man p a s s b y w e a r i n g n o t h i n g e x c e p t a p a i r o f 
d r a w e r s ; w h i l e d i r e c t l y a f t e r w a r d s he saw t h e d e f e n 
d a n t r u n n i n g a l o n g t h e r o a d i n a c o m p l e t e l y nude 
s t a t e , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f a h a n d k e r c h i e f w h i c h 
was w r a p p e d a r o u n d h i s l o i n s ... . W i t n e s s o r d e r e d 
t h e d e f e n d a n t t o d r e s s h i m s e l f , and t h e n b r o u g h t h i m 
t o t h e p o l i c e o f f i c e i n a c a b . T h e r e w ere a b o u t 
50 men and b o y s on t h e r o a d . W i t n e s s a d d e d t h a t he 
h a d b e e n v e r y much a n n o y e d b y t h i s s o r t o f c o n d u c t 
l a t e l y . D e f e n d a n t s a i d he was o n l y r u n n i n g f o r 
e x e r c i s e . Mr. W r i g h t : He t o l d me he was r a c i n g 
f o r 5 s . 1 9 

The p o l i c e s u p e r i n t e n d a n t commended Mr. W r i g h t on h i s z e a l 

a n d r e m a r k e d on t h e f r e q u e n c y o f s u c h h a p p e n i n g s : i t w as, 

he s a i d , " t h e same a l l r o u n d t h e t o w n . " T h i s , t h e n , was an 

e x a m p l e o f t h e 'Race R u n n i n g N u i s a n c e ' , a s i t was r e g u l a r l y 

c h a r a c t e r i s e d b y t h e a u t h o r i t i e s ; t h e r e w e re s e v e r a l o t h e r 

n u i s a n c e s , some o f w h i c h h a v e b e e n n o t e d p r e v i o u s l y , w h i c h 

a l s o g a v e r i s e t o f r e q u e n t a r r e s t s . The n u i s a n c e s w e re o f t e n 

t h e d e s u l t o r y r e c r e a t i o n s o f t h e l o a f e r s i n t h e s t r e e t , b y 

many a c c o u n t s a common, numerous and o b t r u s i v e c o n s t i t u e n t o f 

t h e t o w n ' s p o o r . On S u n d a y s t h e i r p r e s e n c e was e v e n more 

d i s t u r b i n g , and t h e i r c o n t u m e l y more o f f e n s i v e — " c r o w d s o f 

men and b o y s , " r e p o r t e d one o b s e r v e r , " f o r t h e mos t p a r t a l l 

i n t h e i r d e s h a b i l l e ... a p p l y i n g t h e e x p r e s s i o n ' b l o o d y ' t o 
20 

a l m o s t e v e r y p e r s o n a n d t h i n g t h a t came i n t h e i r way." 

S u c h c o n g r e g a t i o n s must o f t e n h a v e u n n e r v e d t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s 

p a s s e r - b y , b u t i n t h e c a s e q u o t e d a b o v e t h e r e was no t h r e a t 

t o l i f e , l i m b o r p r o p e r t y — a l a r g e a n d i n t e r e s t e d c r o w d (some 

no d o u b t w i t h money r i d i n g o n H e a l e y ' s p e r f o r m a n c e ) g a t h e r e d 

t o g e t h e r on a S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n (a l e g i t i m a t e t i m e o f f work 
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f o r m o s t ) and w a t c h e d w i t h o u t p r o t e s t ( t h e r e was a p p a r e n t l y 

no b a d l a n g u a g e ) w h i l e Mr. W r i g h t made h i s c i t i z e n ' s a r r e s t . 

H e a l e y ' s s p e c i f i c o f f e n c e was t h a t o f i n d e c e n c y , a c o n d i t i o n 

e a s i l y a c h i e v e d w i t h i n p r e v a i l i n g d e f i n i t i o n s o f n u d i t y — 

p o l i c e w i t n e s s e s t h o u g h t i t w o r t h w h i l e t o i n f o r m t h e c o u r t s 

w h e t h e r o r n o t d e f e n d a n t s i n s u c h c a s e s w e r e a p p r e h e n d e d w i t h 

o r w i t h o u t a j a c k e t o n — b u t h i s g e n e r a l o f f e n c e was a g a i n s t 

b o u r g e o i s r e s p e c t a b i l i t y , a n d he was o n l y one o f t h e c o u n t l e s s 

many s o i n d i c t e d i n t h i s p e r i o d . P o l i c e h a r a s s m e n t was 

compounded b y t h e h o s t i l i t i e s o f p e t t y o f f i c i a l s : p a r k k e e p e r s 

b r o k e up games i n t h e p a r k s , and l i b r a r y a t t e n d a n t s became 
21 

m i n o r o g r e s i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s f o l k l o r e . 

A c t i v e h o s t i l i t y t o p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n was t h e r e f o r e 

s t i l l v e r y much a r e a l i t y i n t h e m i d - V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d , b u t 

on b a l a n c e t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s e n j o y e d a g r e a t e r f r e e d o m a n d 

o p p o r t u n i t y i n t h e i r l e i s u r e t h a n p r e v i o u s l y , n o t o n l y i n 

t e r m s o f t i m e a n d s p a c e , b u t i n t e r m s o f s p e n d i n g p o w e r , t h e 

g r e a t e s t o f e m a n c i p a t o r s . A v e r a g e r e a l wages r o s e g r a d u a l l y 

f r o m t h e m i d - c e n t u r y , a n d t h e r e was a p r o n o u n c e d u p w a r d s w i n g 

i n t h e s e v e n t i e s ; s i n c e t h e r e was a s y e t o n l y a r e s t r i c t e d 

c h o i c e o f c h e a p c o n s u m e r g o o d s a v a i l a b l e t o t h e w o r k i n g 
22 

c l a s s e s , much o f t h e e x t r a p o c k e t money w e n t on l e i s u r e . 

T h ough n o t a l l w o r k e r s s h a r e d e q u a l l y o r s i m u l t a n e o u s l y i n 

t h e a d v a n c e , i n g e n e r a l p o p u l a r demand became n o t o n l y more 

numerous b u t more e f f e c t i v e . 
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P o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n s i n t h i s p e r i o d o f g r o w t h o f t e n 

e v i d e n c e d c o n s i d e r a b l e i m p r o v e m e n t i n t e r m s o f r e g u l a r i t y , 

m o d e r a t i o n a n d e d i f i c a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e N o r t h , w h e r e 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e c o n f o r m e d more t i d i l y t h a n e l s e w h e r e t o 

t h e p a r a m e t e r s o f an u r b a n i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y . The a d v a n c e s 

w e r e e x e m p l i f i e d i n t h e c a r e f u l y e a r - r o u n d s a v i n g w h i c h made 

t h e s e a s i d e h o l i d a y a r e g u l a r a n n u a l o c c a s i o n f o r many 

L a n c a s h i r e c o t t o n w o r k e r s . A s u r v e y o f " L a n c a s h i r e A t P l a y " 

i n t h e P a l l M a l l G a z e t t e i n 1884 r e p o r t e d t h a t s i x t y t h o u s a n d 

p o u n d s h a d b e e n p a i d o u t b y Oldham's w o r k s ' s a v i n g s c o m m i t t e e s 

on t h e e v e o f Wakes week, a d d i n g t h a t h o l i d a y d r u n k e n n e s s h a d 
23 

much a b a t e d . C h o r a l and b r a s s - b a n d m u s i c f l o u r i s h e d i n 

t h e N o r t h a n d M i d l a n d s , a n d a r m i e s o f c h o r i s t e r s d e s c e n d e d 

r e g u l a r l y on L o n d o n ' s C r y s t a l P a l a c e f o r t h e g r e a t c h o i r 

f e s t i v a l s . The more p o p u l a r a n d c o m m e r c i a l i s e d m u s i c h a l l 

n e v e r a p p r o a c h e d t h e r e s p e c t a b i l i t y o f t h e s e o f f s h o o t s o f 

o r t h o d o x c u l t u r e , b u t i t s d e v o t e e s were s e l d o m p r o f l i g a t e s 
a n d s e v e r a l o b s e r v e r s d i s c e r n e d a h u m a n i s i n g , e v e n d e c o r o u s , 

24 

i n f l u e n c e i n t h i s b u r g e o n i n g i n s t i t u t i o n . W o r k i n g men made 

good u s e o f t h e w i d e r r a n g e o f p u b l i c r e s o u r c e s . Tom B a r c l a y , 

s e m i - s k i l l e d h o s i e r y w o r k e r a n d s e l f - s t y l e d ' b o t t l e w a s h e r ' , 

e n j o y e d a f a i r c h o i c e o f r e c r e a t i o n s i n l a t e - c e n t u r y L e i c e s t e r : 

d a n c i n g c l a s s e s a t t h e S p i r i t u a l i s t H a l l , l e c t u r e s a t t h e 
25 

S e c u l a r C l u b , G i l b e r t a n d S u l l i v a n a t t h e O p e r a House. From 

L o n d o n i n t h e e i g h t i e s we l e a r n o f a c e r t a i n E d w a r d B a k e r , 
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"who h a d a f a c u l t y f o r m a k i n g t h e b e s t o f t h e v a r i o u s 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s c r e a t e d f o r t h e e l e v a t i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g 

c l a s s e s ... a p e r f e c t d i r e c t o r y o f f r e e a n d c h e a p c o n c e r t s 
2 6 

and l e c t u r e s a l l o v e r L o n d o n . " From L e e d s i n 1870 a 

w o r k i n g man's i n s t i t u t e r e p o r t e d t h e p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f c h e a p 

c o n c e r t s , p e n n y r e a d i n g s , c h u r c h e n t e r t a i n m e n t s and p u b l i c 
27 

l i b r a r i e s i n t h e t o w n . O l d showmen a t t r i b u t e d t h e d e c l i n e 

o f t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n t o , among o t h e r t h i n g s , t h e modern 

a p p e t i t e f o r r e a d i n g ; i t w as, t h e y c l a i m e d , d e s t r o y i n g t h e 

p u b l i c c r e d u l o u s n e s s upon w h i c h much o f t h e i r b u s i n e s s h a d 
2 8 

b e e n t r a d i t i o n a l l y b a s e d . 

I t w as, o f c o u r s e , f a r f r o m t r u e t h a t p o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n s h a d succumbed e n b l o c t o a new s o p h i s t i c a t i o n , 

f o r many t r a d i t i o n a l s t y l e s a n d o c c a s i o n s r e t a i n e d t h e i r 

a p p e a l . " I n mos t o f o u r p r o v i n c i a l c i t i e s a n d b o r o u g h s , " s o 

t h e S a t u r d a y R e v i e w m a i n t a i n e d i n 1 8 6 9 , " t h e f a i r a n d t h e 
race-meeting are the two great f e s t i v a l s of the l o c a l calendar, 
t h e two s e a s o n s f r o m w h i c h t h e mass o f p e o p l e d a t e f o r w a r d s o r 

29 

b a c k w a r d s . " Though f a i r s d e c l i n e d i n number, r e c e n t r e s e a r c h 

d e m o n s t r a t e s how one a t l e a s t — S t . G i l e s ' F a i r i n O x f o r d — 

p r o v e d c a p a b l e o f e n h a n c i n g i t s a t t r a c t i o n s , b y u t i l i s i n g t h e 
modern t e c h n o l o g y t h a t one may t o o r e a d i l y assume t o h a v e 

30 

s p e l t i t s doom. I n L a n c a s h i r e t h e t e r m 'wakes week 1 was 

b o r r o w e d t o d e s c r i b e t h e s e a s i d e h o l i d a y t h e w o r k e r s 

i n c r e a s i n g l y p r e f e r r e d t o t h e l o c a l summer f a i r s , b u t t h e 
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spring f a i r s remained great occasions for neighbourhood 

v i s i t i n g (though May Day celebrations seem to have been 

appropriated for displays of municipal pride—parades of 

corporation dust-carts and the l i k e ) . Bolton's New Year's 

Fa i r was s t i l l a two or three day holiday, celebrated i n 
31 

more extensive fashion than Christmas. The number of race-

meetings i n the country actually increased, p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 

the v i c i n i t y of the larger towns; t h e i r provenance i s clear 

from the disparaging l a b e l of 'publicans' races' awarded 

them by the racing establishment. The Turf was becoming more 

commercialised: admission charges were introduced, the 

bookmaker appeared i n force, and gambling on and o f f the 

course was further serviced and encouraged by the cheap 
32 

racing sheet and newspaper supplement. The sport at the 

minor tracks was s t i l l rough and ready and i n general much 

working-class sport of the s i x t i e s and early seventies 

remained unreconstructed. Contemplating the sporting press 

of the s i x t i e s , one j o u r n a l i s t remarked: 
Be l l ' s L i f e t e l l s us, not what ought to be done 
by Englishmen, but what, as a matter of fact, i s 
done. It shows what a large balance there s t i l l 
i s versus that crushing r e s p e c t a b i l i t y which 
threatens to overwhelm u s — i t t e l l s us how much 
of the animal pleasures of savage l i f e survives 
in the heart of c i v i l i s e d l i f e . 3 3 

Animality, excess, c e r t a i n l y boisterousness—these 

were s t i l l conspicuous features of popular recreation. The 

Sayers-Heenan f i g h t i n 1860 offers a notorious case i n point, 
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b u t m o s t h i s t o r i a n s o f m i d - V i c t o r i a n E n g l a n d h a v e t h e i r 

f a v o u r i t e h o r r o r s t o r i e s o f b r u t a l o r v i o l e n t e p i s o d e s 

w h i c h p a s s e d f o r r e c r e a t i o n ; p u b l i c e x e c u t i o n s c o n t i n u e d 

i n t o t h e s i x t i e s , a n d e l e c t i o n s , d e s p i t e r e f o r m s , w e re 

c e l e b r a t e d a s p o p u l a r h o l i d a y s cum l i c e n c e d b r a w l s t h r o u g h o u t 
34 

t h e p e r i o d . The " v i o l e n t d e l i g h t s " o f D e r b y Day, a s 

J e r r o l d c h a r a c t e r i s e d t h e m, c o n t i n u e d t o j o l t t h e c o n f i d e n c e 

o f t h e m o s t g e n e r o u s A n g l o p h i l e s , and f r o m t h e m i d - c e n t u r y 

B o a t Race Day o c c a s i o n e d s i m i l a r p o p u l a r b a c c h a n a l i a . 

A u g u s t Bank H o l i d a y seemed t o e n c o u r a g e more o f t h e same--

" F o r d a y s t h e s t r e e t s a r e f u l l o f s t r a g g l e r s " r e c o r d e d a 

F r e n c h m a n l i v i n g i n E n g l a n d , " i t i s a w h o l e week l o s t , 
35 

d r o w n e d i n b e e r . " As s u g g e s t e d e a r l i e r , t h e r e was a 

c e r t a i n r a w n e s s and u r g e n c y i n p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n w h i c h 

m a r k e d t h e r e f l e x a c t i o n t o t h e r i g o u r s and p r i v a t i o n s o f 

much w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e . Thomas W r i g h t t h o u g h t t h e L o n d o n 

workman i n p a r t i c u l a r was d r i v e n t o a c r a v i n g f o r e x c i t e m e n t 

i n h i s amusements b y s q u a l i d a nd o v e r - c r o w d e d h o u s i n g , and 

T a i n e c o n s i d e r e d t h e l i c e n c e o f D e r b y Day "an o u t l e t f o r a 

y e a r o f r e p r e s s i o n . " 3 ^ 

B u t - i t was n o t a l l q u i t e s o m a n i c ; v i o l e n c e b e s p e a k s 

f r u s t r a t i o n b u t p r o d i g a l i t y a n s w e r s t o o t h e r l e s s d e s p e r a t e 

e x p l a n a t i o n s . I t was f o l k w i s d o m among t h o s e who l i v e d n e a r 

t h e p o v e r t y l i n e t o p u t a n y e x t r a money i n t h e b e l l y a n d n o t 

on t h e b a c k , and t h e r e w e r e i n any c a s e s t i l l r e l a t i v e l y 
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f e w c o m p e t i n g a l t e r n a t i v e s t o f o o d a n d , more e s p e c i a l l y , d r i n k 

f o r t h e s p a r e c a s h i n t h e workman's p o c k e t . F e a s t i n g and 

d r i n k i n g e n j o y e d t h e s a n c t i o n o f a p o w e r f u l t r a d i t i o n : 

r o a s t b e e f and s t r o n g a l e w e r e n o t m e r e l y t h e s t a g e p r o p e r t i e s 

o f a n e r s t w h i l e M e r r i e E n g l a n d , b u t s a c r a m e n t s i n a 

c o n t i n u i n g m y t h o l o g y o f n a t i o n a l s u p e r i o r i t y and c l a s s i d e n t i t y . 

The E n g l i s h workman was t h e g r e a t m e a t - e a t e r and a l e - s w i l l e r 

whose i n d u s t r y and s t a m i n a p u t t h e p uny c o n t i n e n t a l s t o 

shame o r f l i g h t , i n work o r w a r — t h i s was t h e l e s s o n o f 

W a t e r l o o , and t h e l e s s o n o f t h e p r o d i g i o u s e x p l o i t s o f P e t o ' s 

n a v v i e s on r a i l w a y c o n s t r u c t i o n i n t h e C r i m e a and F r a n c e i n 
37 

t h e s i x t i e s a nd s e v e n t i e s . 

T h ough n o t e v e r y d a y was D e r b y Day, t h e r e w e r e a g o o d 

many o c c a s i o n s f o r c e l e b r a t i n g i t s m i n o r r e l a t i v e t h e 'beano', 

t h e . ' s p r e e ' , t h e ' b l o w - o u t ' — a l l t e r m s o f p o p u l a r c u r r e n c y i n 

m i d - V i c t o r i a n E n g l a n d . The n a t i o n a l m e e t i n g o f t h e F r i e n d l y 

S o c i e t y o f I r o n f o u n d e r s h e l d i n B o l t o n i n 1866 p r o v i d e s an 
38 

e x a m p l e . The c h a i r m a n o p e n e d p r o c e e d i n g s b y d e c l a r i n g t h e y 

w e r e met f o r two p r i n c i p a l o b j e c t s — " e n j o y m e n t and p l e a s u r e , 

and t o show t h e c o u n t r y t h a t t h e i r o n f o u n d e r s w e r e n o t b e h i n d 

o t h e r b o d i e s o f w o r k p e o p l e i n t h i s age o f i m p r o v e m e n t . " 

I m p rovement h e r e was m e a s u r e d on a d i f f e r e n t s c a l e f r o m t h a t 

u s e d b y p o l i t i c i a n s a nd r e f o r m e r s — i t came b y t h e b e l l y f u l . 

I n a p a v i l i o n i n P e e l P a r k a l o c a l p u b l i c a n p r o v i d e d t h e 

f o l l o w i n g s p r e a d : 
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1000 l b s . o f b e e f , 400 l b s . o f m u t t o n , 500 l b s . o f 
l a m b , 300 l b s . o f s a l m o n , 100 r i c e p u d d i n g s , 150 
p l u m p u d d i n g s , 200 c h e e s e c a k e s , 200 s m a l l and 100 
l a r g e b l a c k c u r r a n t , damson, s t r a w b e r r y and g o o s e b e r r y 
t a r t s ; 6 l o a d s o f p o t a t o e s , 12 d o z . o f c a u l i f l o w e r s , 
36 d o z . o f c a b b a g e , 24 b a g s o f p e a s , 150 4 l b . l o a v e s , 
and 1200 c o b s o f b r e a d , i n a d d i t i o n t o c h e e s e . 

To c a t e r t o t h e t h i r s t o f t h e 1500 d e l e g a t e s " t h e w h o l e 

l e n g t h o f t h e w e s t s i d e o f t h e p a v i l i o n h a d b e e n a p p r o p r i a t e d 

t o a r e f r e s h m e n t d e p a r t m e n t , i n w h i c h w e r e t o be s e e n a 

m u l t i t u d i n o u s a r r a y o f g l a s s e s , j u g s and b e e r b a r r e l s . " 

A f t e r w a r d s t h e i r o n f o u n d e r s and members o f l o c a l a l l i e d t r a d e s 

d i s p o r t e d t h e m s e l v e s w i t h " s i n g i n g , d a n c i n g and r e c i t i n g , a nd 

o t h e r amusements w h i c h c o n t i n u e d u n t i l t h e dawn o f d a y . " The 

f r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s i n g e n e r a l p r o v i d e an i n t e r e s t i n g e x a m p l e 

o f t h e c o n t i n u i n g s t r e n g t h o f t r a d i t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n a l 

p r i o r i t i e s i n i n s t i t u t i o n s w h i c h m o s t l y commended t h e m s e l v e s 

t o m i d d l e - c l a s s o b s e r v e r s a s i m p r o v i n g a g e n c i e s i n w o r k i n g -

c l a s s l i f e . " A f t e r a l l t h e i r d r a w b a c k s , " c o n c l u d e d t h e 

C h r o n i c l e i n a r e v i e w o f t h e L a n c a s h i r e s o c i e t i e s i n t h e 

l a t e s e v e n t i e s , " t h e y ... p r o v i d e an e d u c a t i o n i n t h e d u t i e s 
39 

o f c i t i z e n s h i p t h r o u g h t h e p r a c t i c e o f s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t . " 

T h us r a t i o n a l i t y a n d o l d - s t y l e c o n v i v i a l i t y w e r e 

n o t n e c e s s a r i l y i r r e c o n c i l a b l e q u a l i t i e s i n p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n , 

a p o i n t g i v e n f u r t h e r e x e m p l i f i c a t i o n i n a s u g g e s t i v e p i e c e 

b y Thomas W r i g h t c a l l e d " B i l l B a n k s ' s Day O u t , " p u b l i s h e d i n 
40 

1868. B i l l i s a r a i l w a y m a n who g o e s ' S t . M o n d a y i n g 1 w i t h 

h i s w i f e and f r i e n d s t o .Hampton C o u r t . T hey meet o u t s i d e a 
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l o c a l p u b , a d m i r e e a c h o t h e r i n t h e i r b e s t d r e s s , and s t a r t 

t h e e x c u r s i o n w i t h a m o r n i n g p i n t . T h e y t r a v e l o u t t o 

Hampton C o u r t b y h i r e d v a n , c o m p l e t e w i t h c o r n e t p l a y e r t o 

e n l i v e n t h e j o u r n e y . On a r r i v a l t h e y t u c k i n t o a d i n n e r 

p r o v i d e d by t h e v a n - o w n e r a t 2 s / 6 d a h e a d — " a f i r s t - r a t e r ; 

b e e f and m u t t o n and ham, and any q u a n t i t y o f r o l l s , a n d 

l o t s o f f r u i t - t a r t s , i n t h e way o f e a t i n g , and b o t t l e d a l e 

and a s m a l l c a s k o f p o r t e r t o wash 'em down." The harmony 

o f t h e o c c a s i o n i s d i s t u r b e d when B i l l , somewhat f l u s h e d 

w i t h d r i n k , t a k e s e x c e p t i o n t o t h e s u p e r i o r a i r s o f a y o u n g 

shopman i n t h e company ( W r i g h t h i m s e l f d e t e s t e d ' c o u n t e r -
41 

j u m p e r s ' ) ; a f t e r a s c u f f l e , p e a c e i s r e s t o r e d and t h e p a r t y 

c o n t i n u e s , f i n i s h i n g - u p i n l a t e e v e n i n g b a c k i n t o w n , a t 

t h e A l h a m b r a , t h e famous L e i c e s t e r S q u a r e m u s i c h a l l . B i l l 

a n d h i s w i f e t o g e t h e r w i t h t w o f r i e n d s s h a r e t h e c o s t o f a 

c a b home, e n j o y i n g t h e p r o s p e c t o f s c a n d a l i s i n g t h e n e i g h b o u r s 

by a r r i v i n g i n s u c h s t y l e . 

R e t a i l e d i n t h e f i r s t p e r s o n , t h e p i e c e h a s a n 

i n t e r n a l c o n s i s t e n c y w h i c h s u g g e s t s how a w o r k i n g man a t 

p l a y c o u l d move t h r o u g h s e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t r o l e s , a l l r e c o n c i l 

a b l e , b u t e a c h i n t u r n l i k e l y t o be i n t e r p r e t e d b y an o u t s i d e r 

a s t h e b e h a v i o u r p e c u l i a r t o a d i s t i n c t , s e p a r a t e and 

e x c l u s i v e t y p e w i t h i n t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s . On t h e e v i d e n c e 

o f h i s home l i f e B a n k s w o u l d p a s s a s t h e s e l f - i m p r o v i n g 

a r t i s a n : he i s a c o n s i d e r a b l e and i n t e l l i g e n t r e a d e r who 
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borrows books from the l o c a l Institute to supplement his 

own small l i b r a r y . Thus he belongs to the t r a d i t i o n 

recorded by Bamford and lauded by the students of working-

class progress. In taking an excursion B i l l appears at 

f i r s t to be a further c r e d i t to his c l a s s . His expenditure 

can be reckoned at between ten and f i f t e e n s h i l l i n g s for 

him and his wife, yet the day out i s not the r e f l e x action 

of a poor family gobbling up a sudden w i n d f a l l , but the 

happy product of c a r e f u l budgeting which, so we gather, 

owes something to Mrs. Banks' good management (Wright, 

i n company with other commentators, attributed many of the 
. 4 

miseries of working-class l i f e to i n e f f i c i e n t housekeeping). 

Hampton Court, an h i s t o r i c house on which B i l l i s well read, 

represents a 'rational' choice for a v i s i t , and i n t h e i r 

concern with th e i r appearance the party display that "pardon

able vanity" which Slaney had once recommended as a tonic 

both for trade and self-respect. Thereafter, however, 

B i l l Banks' respectable image disintegrates, as he regresses 

into the time-honoured role of the English workman on spree. 

To a middle-class observer he would then appear drunk, 

gluttonous and unruly. Detected among the music h a l l crowd 

he would serve as an example of the feckless new breed of 

workingman who surrendered himself to the temptations of the 

'fast' l i f e . If B i l l Banks i s at a l l representative, the 

pattern of his day out can, at a l a t e r point i n t h i s chapter, 
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h e l p u s u n d e r s t a n d t h e gap b e t w e e n i d e a l s a n d a c h i e v e m e n t s 

i n t h e work o f t h o s e who w o r k e d t o r e f o r m p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n . 

I t i s t o t h e i r c o n t i n u i n g e n d e a v o u r s t h a t we now t u r n . 

The c o n c e r n t o e n c o u r a g e r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n f o r 

t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s w h i c h h a d awakened p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n w i t h 

t h e p a s s i n g o f t h e F a c t o r y A c t s i n t h e l a t e f o r t i e s c o n t i n u e d 

t o g r o w i n t h e f o l l o w i n g p e r i o d , f i n d i n g a f i r m p l a c e i n t h e 

g e n e r a l v o c a b u l a r y o f m o s t s o c i a l r e f o r m e r s . " T h e r e i s , " 

w r o t e P r o f e s s o r S t a n l e y J e v o n s i n a m u c h - q u o t e d a r t i c l e i n 

t h e C o n t e m p o r a r y R e v i e w f o r 1878, " h a r d l y any o t h e r method 

( o f s o c i a l r e f o r m ) t a k e n s e p a r a t e l y , t o w h i c h g r e a t e r 

i m p o r t a n c e s h o u l d be a t t r i b u t e d t h a n t o t h e p r o v i d i n g o f 
43 

g o od m o r a l p u b l i c amusements." S i n c e l e i s u r e was now 

assumed t o be a common p o s s e s s i o n , t h e manner o f i t s p r o p e r 

d i s p o s a l was a f r e q u e n t t o p i c f o r d e b a t e a t a l l l e v e l s o f 

t h e p r e s s , f r o m t h e d e t a c h e d c o m m e n t a r i e s o f t h e c r i t i c a l 

reviews t o t h e crusading journalism o f men l i k e Mayhew and 

G e o r g e Godwin ( e d i t o r o f t h e B u i l d e r ) i n L o n d o n , and Hugh 

Shimmin i n L i v e r p o o l . 

W o r k i n g - c l a s s r e f o r m e r s and w r i t e r s w e r e g e n e r a l l y 

more c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f t h e e s s e n t i a l p r e 

r e q u i s i t e s f o r l e i s u r e — t i m e and m o n e y — t h a n w i t h i t s p r o p e r 

c o n t e n t . T hey w e r e , h o w e v e r , w o r r i e d t h a t i m m o d e r a t e 

i n d u l g e n c e i n amusements a n d h o l i d a y - m a k i n g w o u l d r e d u c e t h e 

p o l i t i c a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f t h e w o r k i n g m a n . I n a w e l l - k n o w n 
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c o mmentary upon L a n c a s h i r e i n 1 8 7 0 , Thomas C o o p e r d i s c o v e r e d 

t h a t a f f l u e n c e h a d r e d u c e d many o f t h e h e i r s o f h i s unkempt 

C h a r t i s t h e r o e s o f t h e f o r t i e s t o p o l i t i c a l i n d i f f e r e n c e , 

and he s t o o d a g h a s t a t t h e s p e c t a c l e o f L i n c o l n workmen 
44 

p a w n i n g t h e i r b e d s t o t a k e a r a i l w a y e x c u r s i o n . W r i g h t , 
t o o , h a d m i s g i v i n g s a b o u t t h e L o n d o n e r s ' i n s a t i a b l e t a s t e 

45 

f o r amusements. The recommended c o r r e c t i v e was t h a t o f 

r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n , b o t h t o c o n t i n u e t h e p o l i t i c a l a nd 

e d u c a t i o n a l i m p r o v e m e n t o f t h e c l a s s a n d , t h r o u g h p u b l i c 

g o o d m a n n e r s , t o o b l i g e t h e o t h e r c l a s s e s t o r e s p e c t t h e 
. . 46 w o r k i n g man. 

F a c e d w i t h d e c l i n i n g c o n g r e g a t i o n s t h e c h u r c h e s 

i n t e r e s t e d t h e m s e l v e s more a c t i v e l y i n t h e q u e s t i o n o f p o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n s . T h i s was p a r t i c u l a r l y n o t i c e a b l e i n t h e C h u r c h 

o f E n g l a n d w h i c h was s h r u g g i n g o f f i t s d i s c o m f i t u r e i n t h e 

p r e s e n c e o f t h e u r b a n m a s s e s and m o v i n g i n t o t a c k l e a 

w i d e r a n g e o f s o c i a l p r o b l e m s . The a c t i v i s t s i n r e c r e a t i o n a l 

i m p r o v e m e n t were o n l y a m i n o r i t y . , b u t a v e r y v o c a l one w h i c h 

p u s h e d i t s c a s e h a r d a t t h e a n n u a l c h u r c h c o n g r e s s e s t h a t 
47 

met r e g u l a r l y f r o m 1862. The e s t a b l i s h e d c h u r c h a l s o 
r e a s s u m e d a p r o m i n e n t r o l e i n t h e t e m p e r a n c e movement, w h i c h 

e x p a n d e d i t s work o f p r o v i d i n g c o u n t e r a t t r a c t i o n s t o p u b - b a s e d 
48 

r e c r e a t i o n s . 

The commonest p l a t f o r m f o r r e f o r m e r s o f a l l s t r i p e s 

was t h a t o f t h e N a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n f o r t h e P r o m o t i o n o f 
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49 S o c x a l S c x e n c e whxch met i n a n n u a l c o n f e r e n c e f r o m 1857. 

M e e t i n g s o f i t s d e p a r t m e n t o f s o c i a l economy r e c e i v e d 

r e g u l a r r e p o r t s on r e c r e a t i o n a l r e f o r m p r o j e c t s . The 

r e f o r m e r s i n t h e f i e l d w e r e m a i n l y c h u r c h m e n , l o c a l n o t a b l e s , 

o c c a s i o n a l m u n i c i p a l o f f i c i a l s , a n d a number o f m i d d l e - c l a s s 

women. The a u d i e n c e i n c l u d e d m o s t o f t h e l e a d i n g c o n t e m p o r a r y 

' f r i e n d s o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s ' : new m o d e l e m p l o y e r s s u c h 

a s M u n d e l l a and M o r l e y , C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s t s s u c h a s K i n g s l e y 

and M a u r i c e , c i v i l s e r v a n t s s u c h a s C h a d w i c k and T r e m e n h e e r e , 

r e c o n s t r u c t e d a r i s t o c r a t s s u c h a s L o r d s S h a f t e s b u r y and 

L y t t e l t o n , r e f o r m M.P.s s u c h a s S l a n e y a n d E w a r t . The t o n e 

o f p r o c e e d i n g s was e a r n e s t b u t n o n - s e c t a r i a n , . t h e r a t i o n a l e 

t h a t o f g r a d u a l i s t s o c i a l e n g i n e e r i n g s e r v i c e d b y p h i l a n t h r o p y . 

The a s s o c i a t i o n was a g o o d d e a l l e s s r i g o r o u s a n d h a r d -

h e a d e d i n i t s p r o m o t i o n o f s o c i a l s c i e n c e t h a n i t s p r o p a g a n d a 

p r o c l a i m e d , b u t i t p r o v i d e d t h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t s i n g l e f o r u m 
50 

f o r m i d d l e - c l a s s r e c r e a t x o n a l r e f o r m e r s . 

R a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n w i d e n e d i t s b r i e f i n one 

i m p o r t a n t r e s p e c t a s r e f o r m e r s a d d r e s s e d t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e 

p r o b l e m a t i c a l s o c i a l l i f e o f t h e y o u n g c l e r k s a nd shopmen 
51 

whose number x n c r e a s e d d r a m a t i c a l l y x n t h x s p e r x o d . 

A l t h o u g h c o n c e r n f o r t h e i r w e l f a r e e c h o e d s o m e t h i n g o f t h e 

t r a d i t i o n a l c o n c e r n f o r t h e t own a p p r e n t i c e , t h i s g r o u p 

c o n s t i t u t e d a new phenomenon, an o v e r n i g h t c r e a t i o n o f modern 

u r b a n s o c i e t y ; t h e c l e r k , m a i n t a i n e d C h a r l e s K i n g s l e y , " i s 
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d i s t i n c t l y a c r e a t u r e o f t h e c i t y ; a s a l l c i t y i n f l u e n c e s 

b e a r a t o n c e on h i m more t h a n i n a n y c l a s s , we s e e i n h i m 
52 a t o n c e t h e b e s t and t h e w o r s t e f f e c t s o f modern c i t y l i f e . " 

C l e r k d o m o c c u p i e d a d e c i d e d l y m a r g i n a l and a m b i v a l e n t p o s i t i o n 

i n s o c i e t y ; f r o m w i t h i n i t s r a n k s one L i v e r p u d l i a n w r o t e t h a t 

i t " p r e s e n t s d i v e r g e n c i e s a s w i d e , and p e c u l i a r i t i e s a s 

i n t e r e s t i n g a s d o e s a n y o t h e r c l a s s o f a g r e a t l a b o u r i n g 
53 

c o m m u n i t y . " I n E d w a r d H o d d e r ' s c a u t i o n a r y t a l e , The J u n i o r 

C l e r k ; A T a l e o f C i t y L i f e ( p u b l i s h e d i n 1862 and recommended 

t o e m p l o y e r s f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n among t h e i r y o u n g men), t h e 

h e r o i s w e l l e d u c a t e d and c o n f i d e n t o f an e v e n t u a l p a r t n e r s h i p , 

b u t b e l o w t h e a r t i c l e d y o u n g s t e r w i t h g o o d c o n n e x i o n s 

s t r e t c h e d an army o f y o u n g men w i t h c a r e e r s r a n g i n g f r o m 

m i d d l i n g t o d e s t i t u t e — S h i m m i n , a n o t h e r p r a c t i c e d o b s e r v e r 

f r o m M e r s e y s i d e , i n c l u d e d c l e r k s a nd s h o p k e e p e r s ' a s s i s t a n t s 
54 

i n w i t h t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s . G e n e r a l l y , h o w e v e r , r e f o r m e r s 

d e f i n e d t h e s o c i a l p r o b l e m s o f t h i s g r o u p i n t e r m s o f i t s 

u r b a n e n v i r o n m e n t r a t h e r t h a n i t s c l a s s i d e n t i t y . Young and 

i m p r e s s i o n a b l e , o f t e n l i v i n g i n l o d g i n g s away f r o m t h e 

r e s t r a i n t s a nd a f f e c t i o n o f home, " t h e i r h o u r s o f b u s i n e s s 

c o n s t a n t l y s h o r t e n e d a n d r e l a x e d t o s u i t f a i n t i n c l i n a t i o n s 

f o r w o r k , " a c c o r d i n g t o one e x a g g e r a t e d b u t n o t u n t y p i c a l 

e s t i m a t e o f t h e a c h i e v e m e n t s o f t h e E a r l y C l o s i n g Movement, 

c l e r k s were c o n s i d e r e d e x c e p t i o n a l l y v u l n e r a b l e t o t h e 

t e m p t a t i o n s o f f a s t c o m p a n y — j u v e n i l e ' s w e l l s ' and ' c a d s ' 
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who h a d y i e l d e d t o s u c h c o r r u p t i o n s f i g u r e i n m o s t c o n t e m p o -
55 

r a r y d e s c r i p t i o n s o f m u s i c h a l l c l i e n t e l e . O r g a n i s e d 

r e s c u e w o r k h a d b e g u n w i t h t h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e Young Men's 

C h r i s t i a n A s s o c i a t i o n i n 1844 i n L o n d o n a n d YMCAs m u l t i p l i e d 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y i n t h e n e x t d e c a d e . 5 ^ A l t h o u g h a t 

f i r s t t h e s e i n s t i t u t i o n s w e r e n a r r o w l y e v a n g e l i s t i c — " A m u s e -
57 

m e n t s a r e n o t n e c e s s a r y t o y o u r h a p p i n e s s , r e l i g i o n i s " — 

t h e y b e g a n t o b r o a d e n t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e s i x t i e s w i t h 

c a u t i o u s d o s e s o f r e c r e a t i o n . , 

As d e b a t e i n c r e a s e d , t h e l i n e a m e n t s o f r a t i o n a l 

r e c r e a t i o n f o r t h e m a s s e s became c l e a r e r . I n t h e c a l m e r 

c l i m a t e o f t h e m i d - V i c t o r i a n e r a t h e r e w a s . l e s s p r e o c c u p a t i o n 

w i t h r e c r e a t i o n a s a d i s t r a c t i o n f r o m mob p o l i t i c s . I n any 

c a s e , a s we h a v e s e e n , t h e i d e a o f r e c r e a t i o n a s a s a f e t y 

v a l v e whose c a t h a r t i c e f f e c t j u s t i f i e d t h e s u s p e n s i o n o f 

n o r m a l s o c i a l d i s c i p l i n e s was u n a c c e p t a b l e t o men p r i m a r i l y 

c o n c e r n e d t o m a i n t a i n c o n t r o l a n d c o n f o r m i t y . P l a y was n o t 

t o be a l l o w e d a n y f o r m o f s p e c i a l l i c e n c e ; r a t h e r i t h a d 

t o be f i r m l y a n d u n e q u i v o c a l l y i n t e g r a t e d w i t h t h e r e s t o f 

l i f e and s e c u r e l y a n c h o r e d i n o r t h o d o x m o r a l i t y . I d e a l l y — 

r a t i o n a l l y — r e c r e a t i o n was an a d j u n c t a nd c o m p l e m e n t t o w o r k . 

The l i t e r a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e word' i t s e l f w e r e r e p e a t e d : 

" R e c r e a t i o n i s t h e r e - c r e a t i o n , t h e c r e a t i o n anew o f f r e s h 
58 

s t r e n g t h f o r t o m o r r o w ' s w o r k " ; and a g a i n , "Amusement, t o 

be l e g i t i m a t e , w h o l e s o m e , i n n o c e n t , must be u s e f u l , i n 
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r e f i t t i n g t h e body o r m i n d f o r i t s dut y . " " " ^ A c c o r d i n g l y i t 
6 0 

was " o f w o r k e r s o n l y t h a t t h e r e c a n be r e c r e a t i o n . " I n 

t h i s p r e s c r i p t i o n w o r k and p l a y w e re a n t i t h e t i c a l i n f o r m 

o n l y ; i n p u r p o s e t h e y w e re p a r t o f a s i n g l e n a t u r a l p r o c e s s 

a t . t h e s e r v i c e o f God and s o c i e t y . I t was h o w e v e r made 

c l e a r t h a t o f .the two c o n s t i t u e n t s w ork was s o v e r e i g n : work. 

d i s c i p l i n e s h a d t o be p r o j e c t e d i n t o p l a y , n o t v i c e - v e r s a . 

As t h e h o u s e j o u r n a l o f t h e C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s t s ' L o n d o n 
W o r k i n g Men's C o l l e g e p u t i t : "The q u e s t i o n i s n o t , a r e we 
t o h a v e a l l work a nd no p l a y , b u t w h a t s o r t o f w o r k c a n we 

61 

f i n d p l e a s a n t e n o u g h t o be made p l a y o f ? " To i n v e r t t h e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p w o u l d be d e s t r u c t i v e , a s t h e B i s h o p o f 

W i n c h e s t e r w a r n e d a w o r k i n g men's m e e t i n g a t a C h u r c h C o n g r e s s 

i n t h e s e v e n t i e s : 
We.have b e e n c o n s i d e r i n g how b e s t t o g e t t h e 
w o r k i n g m e n l e i s u r e h o u r s a nd I m y s e l f am b e n t upon 
i t . B u t why? T h a t t h e y may i n t h e i r l e i s u r e h o u r s 
r a i s e t h e i r own p h y s i c a l f o r c e — I d o n ' t f o r g e t . 
t h a t we h a v e a body a s w e l l a s a . s o u l — t h e n t h e i r 
f a m i l y , t h e n t h e i r i n t e l l e c t u a l , a n d ab o v e a l l 
t h e i r s p i r i t u a l b e i n g . T h a t i s t h e u s e o f h a v i n g 
t h e s e l e i s u r e h o u r s , and i f t h e a d d i t i o n a l h o u r s 
s h o u l d be s p e n t b y t h e w o r k i n g m e n o f E n g l a n d i n 
d i s s i p a t i o n , r i o t a n d d r u n k e n n e s s — i f t h e y s h o u l d 
be s p e n t i n l e a r n i n g h i m s e l f a n d t e a c h i n g o t h e r s 
n o t t o be s a t i s f i e d , n o t t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t w o r k 
i s g l o r y , a n d t h a t d o i n g t h e work he i s s e t t o do 
i s t h e g l o r y o f man h e r e , a n d w i l l be t h e e l e v a t i o n 
o f h i s f a c u l t i e s — t h e n b e t t e r b y f a r t h a t t h e y 
s h o u l d n o t h a v e h o u r s o f l e i s u r e . 6 2 

The a d d r e s s r e v e a l s t h e t e n s i o n w h i c h a t t e n d e d most 

d e b a t e s on t h e p l a c e o f l e i s u r e i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e . 

L e i s u r e was a n e c e s s a r y c o n d i t i o n f o r p h y s i c a l r e f r e s h m e n t 
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and p r o g r e s s t o w a r d s t h e g o o d l i f e , b u t w i t h o u t m o r a l 

v i g i l a n c e i t s p r a c t i c e w o u l d t h r e a t e n t h e p r i o r i t i e s o f 

work and s o c i a l d i s c i p l i n e . The d i s c u s s i o n o f l e i s u r e was 

s t i l l c h a r a c t e r i s e d b y t h e w e i g h t o f c a u t i o n a r y a d v i c e i t 

was made t o . c a r r y . L e i s u r e was t i m e — i d e a l l y a t h i r d o f 

men's l i v e s , a c c o r d i n g t o r e f o r m e r s i n t h e E a r l y C l o s i n g 

Movement who r e s u r r e c t e d K i n g A l f r e d ' s f o r m u l a o f e i g h t 

h o u r s w o r k , e i g h t h o u r s p l a y , a n d e i g h t h o u r s s l e e p — a n d 

t i m e was v a l u a b l e . Members o f t h e YMCA ( w h i c h was s t a r t e d 

b y e m p l o y e r s ) w e r e r e m i n d e d t h a t " t h e i r m a s t e r s w o u l d 

n a t u r a l l y be c h a r y o f c u r t a i l i n g t h e h o u r s o f l a b o u r 

u n l e s s t h e y c o u l d s e e t h e l e i s u r e o f t h e i r y o u n g men p r o f i t -
64 

a b l y e m p l o y e d . " P r o f i t was t a n g i b l e i n w o r k , b u t how 

was i t t o be made a r e c o g n i s a b l e q u a n t i t y i n p l a y ? Young 

men a t t h e YMCA were a d v i s e d t o a p p l y a s i m p l e c a t e c h i s m t o 

t h e i r r e c r e a t i o n s : " A r e t h e y l i k e l y t o make us b e t t e r s o n s , 

b r o t h e r s , h u s b a n d s a nd f a t h e r s , b e t t e r s e r v a n t s o r m a s t e r s , 

b e t t e r c i t i z e n s , a n d b e t t e r C h r i s t i a n s ? " ^ 5 

A t t h i s p o i n t i t m i g h t w e l l be a s k e d how t h e p r e c e p t s 

o u t l i n e d a b o v e d i f f e r e d f r o m t h o s e u r g e d upon m i d d l e - c l a s s 

a u d i e n c e s . The a n s w e r m u s t be t h a t t h e r e was l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e 

i n b a s i c t e a c h i n g s — t h e V i c t o r i a n r a t i o n a l e o f r e c r e a t i o n 

was n o t i n i t s e l f d i s c r i m i n a t o r y — b u t t h a t t h e s t r o n g e r t o n e 

e m p l o y e d i n a d d r e s s i n g t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s b e t r a y s f u n d a m e n t a l l y 

d i f f e r e n t a s s u m p t i o n s r e g a r d i n g t h e c a p a c i t y o f t h e p a r t i c u l a r 
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c l a s s e s f o r r e c o g n i s i n g a n d a c t i n g u p o n m o r a l i m p e r a t i v e s 

i n r e c r e a t i o n . A s o c i e t y b a s e d upon a p a r a m o u n t b e l i e f i n 

t h e b e n e v o l e n t o p e r a t i o n o f f r e e w i l l h a d t o c o n c e d e t h e 

r i g h t a nd c a p a b i l i t y o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l t o p r a c t i c e a n d 

p o l i c e h i s own l e i s u r e a c t i v i t i e s — a c c o r d i n g t o t h e commonest 

o f c o n t e m p o r a r y a n a l o g i e s , " F r e e t r a d e , f r e e r e l i g i o n , f r e e 

a r t a n d f r e e s e l f - c u l t u r e a r e a l l b o u n d up i n t h e same 
6 6 

b u n d l e , and s t a n d o r f a l l t o g e t h e r . " N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t was 

a s y e t o n l y t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s who i n t h e n a t u r e o f t h i n g s 

c o u l d be e x p e c t e d t o a p p l y t h e a p p r o p r i a t e m o r a l c a l c u l u s 

t o t h e i r p l e a s u r e s . R e f o r m e r s w e r e g e n e r a l l y a g r e e d t h a t 

m o s t w o r k i n g men s t i l l l a c k e d t h e e d u c a t i o n a n d e l e m e n t a r y 

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s o f ' s o c i a l e c o n o m y ' — t h e p r o p e r management 

o f t i m e and m o n e y — w h i c h w o u l d q u a l i f y them t o assume t h e 

r e s p o n s i b l e s t a t u s o f f r e e a g e n t i n t h e d a n g e r o u s l y o p e n -
6 7 

e n d e d w o r l d o f l e i s u r e t i m e . 

F e a r s f o r t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s ' a b i l i t y t o a p p l y 

t h e n e c e s s a r y c o n t r o l s i n l e i s u r e g r e w s h a r p e r i n t h e s e v e n t i e s , 

when o b s e r v e r s n o t e d t h a t g a i n s i n f r e e t i m e and s p e n d i n g 

power seemed g e n e r a l l y t o p r o m o t e i n c r e a s e d d r u n k e n n e s s 

r a t h e r t h a n s e l f - i m p r o v e m e n t . "The p e r i o d o f t r a n s i t i o n f r o m 

l o w t o h i g h w a g e s , and f r o m i n c e s s a n t t o i l t o c o m p a r a t i v e 

l e i s u r e , " w a r n e d G o l d w i n S m i t h , "must be one, o f p e r i l t o 
6 8 

t h e m a s s e s . " F a i t h i n t h e p o w e r s - o f f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n g ave 

hope t h a t t h e r e c e n t e d u c a t i o n a l r e f o r m s w o u l d p r o d u c e a 
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b e t t e r d i s c i p l i n e d y o u n g e r g e n e r a t i o n , b u t t h e r e were s t i l l 

w i d e a r e a s o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e u n t o u c h e d b y a n y e f f e c t i v e 

c o n t r o l m e c h a n i s m s . E d u c a t i o n i n t h e n e c e s s a r y l e i s u r e 

d i s c i p l i n e s h a d t o be t a k e n t o t h e m a s s e s . I t was, d e c l a r e d 

J e v o n s , "a p o s i t i v e d u t y on t h e p a r t o f t h e m i d d l e a n d u p p e r 

c l a s s e s t o f r e q u e n t t h e w e l l c o n d u c t e d p l a c e s o f p o p u l a r 
,,69 

r e c r e a t i o n . 

The q u e s t i o n o f p r e c i s e l y who was t o s e t t h e c o r r e c t 

e x a m p l e was no l o n g e r c o n t e n t i o u s . N e i t h e r t h e a r i s t o c r a c y 

n o r t h e b o u r g e o i s i e now c o n t e s t e d f o r s o c i a l o r p o l i t i c a l 
70 

l e a d e r s h i p i n t h e t e r m s o f a c l a s s d i a l e c t i c ; p h i l a n t h r o p y 

i n p a r t i c u l a r a f f o r d e d o p p o r t u n i t y f o r t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s e s 

b o t h t o s a v o u r t h e s n o b b i s h f r i s s o n o f r u b b i n g s h o u l d e r s 

w i t h n o b i l i t y , and a d v a n c e t h e i r c l a i m s t o s h a r e i n t h e 
common g e n t i l i t y w h i c h i d e n t i f i e d a new c o m p o s i t e r u l i n g 

71 

c l a s s . The a g r e e d d e n o m i n a t i o n f o r e x e m p l a r o f r a t i o n a l 

r e c r e a t i o n was t h a t o f g e n t l e m a n . 

E x a m p l e - s e t t i n g b y s u p e r i o r s and t h e common 

a s s o c i a t i o n o f a l l r a n k s i n r e c r e a t i o n was a f o r m u l a w e l l 

r e h e a r s e d d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s p e r i o d , b u t i t was now b e i n g 

u r g e d more f o r c e f u l l y . I n t h e f i r s t p l a c e o b s e r v e r s a r g u e d 

t h a t t h e u p p e r c l a s s e s h a d n e e d t o be p u t on t h e i r b e s t 

b e h a v i o u r a s a c o r r e c t i v e t o t h e i r own i n f a t u a t i o n w i t h t h e 

l u r e o f w o r l d l y amusement. O b l i g i n g them t o f u l f i l t h e i r 

r e f o r m r o l e w o u l d be m u t u a l l y b e n e f i c i a l and a r r e s t t h e 
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d e g e n e r a t i o n w h i c h f a c e d s o c i e t y a s a w h o l e i n i t s t r a n s i t i o n 

t o a l e i s u r e c u l t u r e . " R a i s e t h e w o r k e r s , " w r o t e one 

r e f o r m i n g j o u r n a l i s t , "and t h e m a s t e r s w i l l be shamed i n t o 
72 

m o r a l i t y . " A f u r t h e r a n d more p r e v a l e n t a r g u m e n t f o r 

s e c u r i n g an u p p e r - c l a s s p r e s e n c e i n p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n was 

t h a t i t w o u l d a c h i e v e a r e t u r n t o wh a t many b e l i e v e d t o h a v e 

b e e n a p r i s t i n e s t a t e o f f r a t e r n i t y among a l l t h e c l a s s e s . 

The b i t t e r a l i e n a t i o n s o f t h e p r e v i o u s p e r i o d seemed t o h a v e 

s u b s i d e d b u t i n d u s t r i a l s t r i f e s t i l l a d v e r t i s e d t h e h o s t i l i t y 

b e t w e e n c a p i t a l a n d l a b o u r , a n d u r b a n d i s p e r s a l a n d t h e 

p h y s i c a l s e g r e g a t i o n o f t h e c l a s s e s t h r e a t e n e d g e n e r a l s o c i a l 
73 

d i s i n t e g r a t i o n . R a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n c o u l d h e l p r e b u i l d a 

common i d e n t i t y o f i n t e r e s t a n d c o m m u n i t y . T h i s was t h e 

f o r m u l a o f t h e C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s t s , a s e x p l a i n e d b y t h e 

s e c r e t a r y o f t h e i r L o n d o n W o r k i n g m e n ' s C o l l e g e t o t h e S o c i a l 

S c i e n c e A s s o c i a t i o n . The p r o m o t e r s s o u g h t t o o v e r c o m e 

d i v e r s i t i e s o f b i r t h a n d e d u c a t i o n b y a p p e a l i n g t o " t h e 

w e i g h t o f common i n t e r e s t s w h i c h b i n d t o g e t h e r f e l l o w s t r u g g l e r s 

i n t h e r a c e o f human p r o g r e s s ... t h e y work on t h e p r i n c i p l e 

o f a d i r e c t p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p ... on t h e p r i n c i p l e , , i n 

s h o r t , t h a t i n o r d e r t o do any g o o d t o o r f o r a man y o u must 
74 

f i r s t make a f r i e n d o f h i m . " The C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s t 

c u l t i v a t e d o n l y a s e l e c t c o r n e r o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s company, 

b u t t h e r e was g e n e r a l a g r e e m e n t among r e f o r m e r s t h a t some 

s u c h e x e r c i s e on a b r o a d s c a l e was n e c e s s a r y t o i n t e g r a t e a n d 
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75 h u m a n i s e mass s o c i e t y . A s t h e B o l t o n C h r o n i c l e p u t i t i n 

more down t o e a r t h manner: " I f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s c a n n o t 
7 6 

h a v e e q u a l i t y , t h e y c a n a t l e a s t h a v e f r a t e r n i t y . " . 

What was t h e b e s t s e t t i n g f o r t h i s f r a t e r n a l 

e x e r c i s e ? The s e m i - r u r a l i n d u s t r i a l c o l o n i e s w h i c h h a d 

f u r n i s h e d t h e m i l i e u f o r r e f o r m e x p e r i m e n t s i n t h e p r e v i o u s 

e r a w e r e m o s t l y d e f u n c t a n d t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s w e r e u n w i l l i n g 

t o t h r o w open t h e i r homes o r r e l a x t h e e x c l u s i v e r e g u l a t i o n s 

o f t h e i r c l u b s a n d s o c i e t i e s . T h e r e was a l o n g - s t a n d i n g 

c o n c e r n w i t h t h e b r e a k d o w n o f t h e w o r k i n g - c l a s s f a m i l y i n 

i n d u s t r i a l t o w n s and r e f o r m e r s u r g e d t h e p r i o r c l a i m s o f 

home l i f e a s a s a l u t a r y a n d n e c e s s a r y r e c r e a t i o n f o r t h e 
77 

w o r k m g m a n , b u t h i s home was t o o s m a l l a n d i l l - e q u i p p e d t o 

a f f o r d a common m e e t i n g g r o u n d and homes i n g e n e r a l w e r e i n 

any c a s e b e c o m i n g i n c r e a s i n g l y r e s p e c t e d a s d e s i r a b l e s a n c t u m s 

o f p r i v a c y . I n t h i s r e g a r d t h e home a l s o l a c k e d w h a t r e f o r m e r s 

came t o h o l d a s a v i t a l p r o p e r t y o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n — 

v i s i b i l i t y o r , i n i t s c o n t e m p o r a r y u s a g e , p u b l i c i t y , t h e 

c o n d i t i o n o r f a c t o f b e i n g o p e n t o p u b l i c o b s e r v a t i o n o r 

k n o w l e d g e . T e a c h i n g b y e x a m p l e was done m o s t e f f e c t i v e l y . 

a n d e c o n o m i c a l l y i n o p e n c o n g r e g a t i o n . P u b l i c a s s e m b l y 

u n d e r p r o p e r r e s t r a i n t s a n d o f t h e r i g h t s o c i a l m i x e x e r t e d 

a c o l l e c t i v e m o r a l v i g i l a n c e — " t h e c o e r c i o n o f p u b l i c 

o p i n i o n " ; " a p o l i c e o f g o o d u n d e r s t a n d i n g , " a s i t was v a r i o u s l y 
7 8 

c a l l e d b y r e f o r m e r s . I t was t h e r e f o r e o f l i t t l e u s e t o 
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c l e a r t h e s t r e e t s o f i t s v a r i o u s n u i s a n c e s i f t h e w o r k i n g m a n 

r e t r e a t e d t o t h e i m p e n e t r a b l e b o l t h o l e o f t h e home o r , much 

w o r s e , t h e pub. 

T h e r e w e r e s u g g e s t i o n s f o r t a m i n g t h e pub (and 

o t h e r p l a c e s o f e n t e r t a i n m e n t ) by c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e f r o n t 

e n t i r e l y o f p l a t e g l a s s s o t h a t i t s d e n i z e n s w o u l d be 

v i s i b l e t o t h o s e o u t s i d e and t h u s shamed i n t o m o d e r a t i o n 
79 

and r e s p e c t a b i l i t y , b u t r e f o r m e r s g e n e r a l l y p r e f e r r e d 

t h a t t h e m i l i e u o f i m p r o v e m e n t be o f t h e i r own m a k i n g . I n 

an age w h i c h r e m a i n e d a w e s t r u c k by t h e s c a l e , l o g i c and 
8 0 

s u c c e s s o f t h e G r e a t E x h i b i t i o n ' s C r y s t a l P a l a c e , schemes f o r 

some k i n d o f g r a n d m e c h a n i c a l s o l u t i o n w e r e r e g u l a r l y o f f e r e d : 

P e o p l e ' s P a l a c e s — b u i l t a t M u s w e l l H i l l i n t h e s i x t i e s , and 

t h e M i l e E nd Road i n t h e e i g h t i e s — w e r e a t t e m p t s t o p r o v i d e 
81 

a G r e a t E a s t e r n , a s i t w e r e , o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n . T h e r e 

was s u p p o r t , t o o , f o r p u b l i c g a r d e n s on t h e m o d e l o f t h e 

German v o l k s g a r t e n o r C o p e n h a g e n ' s T i v o l i . F o r e i g n t r a v e l 

i n t r o d u c e d an i n c r e a s i n g number o f m i d d l e - c l a s s r e f o r m e r s t o 

t h e C o n t i n e n t a l Sunday; i t s m o d e r a t i o n and e a s y m i n g l i n g o f 

t h e c l a s s e s i n p u b l i c promenade won many new c o n v e r t s and 
8 2 

e n c o u r a g e d t h e g r o w i n g o p p o s i t i o n t o S a b b a t a r i a n i s m . A 

P e o p l e ' s G a r d e n Company i s s u e d a p r o s p e c t u s i n L o n d o n i n 

1 8 7 0 , and t h e r e w e re r e g u l a r a p p e a l s i n t h e p r e s s f o r t h e 
8 3 

o p e n i n g o f t h e many p r i v a t e c i t y s q u a r e s t o t h e p u b l i c . 

B u t t h e most f a v o u r e d d e v i c e f o r i m p r o v e m e n t was n o t t h e 
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p e o p l e ' s p a l a c e o r t h e p e o p l e ' s g a r d e n b u t t h e s m a l l e r 

a s s o c i a t i o n o f t h e c l u b o r i n s t i t u t e . A l t h o u g h t h e pub was 

s t i l l a n athema t o m o s t r e f o r m e r s , i t s u b i q u i t y and p o p u l a r i t y 

i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e made i t an i n e s c a p a b l e m o d e l , a n d 

r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n t r i e d i n many g u i s e s t o r e p r o d u c e i t s 

human s c a l e and c o n v i v i a l i n t i m a c y o f s p i r i t away f r o m t h e 

c o n t a g i o n o f s t r o n g d r i n k and t h e c o r r u p t i n g b e n e v o l e n c e s 
84 

o f t h e p u b l i c a n . A c c o r d i n g l y i t was t h e s m a l l e r i n s t i t u t i o n s 

o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n w h i c h g r e w c o n s i d e r a b l y i n number 

f r o m t h e m i d - c e n t u r y . 

T h e r e was c o n s i d e r a b l e d e b a t e among r e f o r m e r s a s 

t o p r e c i s e l y what f a r e t h e s e i n s t i t u t i o n s s h o u l d o f f e r i n 

t h e name o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n . G i v e n t h e m o r a l p u r p o s e i t 

was meant t o s e r v e i t was, a s one i n t e r e s t e d p a r t y n e a t l y 

o b s e r v e d , a v e r y d i f f i c u l t t a s k t o p r o v i d e r e c r e a t i o n t h a t 

was " p u r e , y e t n o t d u l l ; r e l a x i n g , y e t n o t e n e r v a t i n g ; 

i n v i g o r a t i n g , y e t n o t t o o e x c i t i n g ; p o p u l a r , y e t n o t v u l g a r i -
8 5 

s i n g , and much more b e s i d e s . " S i n c e t h e e a r l y V i c t o r i a n 

p e r i o d i m p r o v i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s f o r w o r k i n g m e n h a d c o n c e n t r a t e d 

on s o l i d l y i n s t r u c t i o n a l f a r e . Where t h e p i l l o f ' u s e f u l 

k n o w l e d g e ' h a d b e e n s u g a r e d w i t h e n t e r t a i n m e n t , t h e more 

s e r i o u s p u r p o s e s h a d o f t e n b e e n t h w a r t e d ; t h i s h a d b e e n so 

w i t h t h e Lyceums i n M a n c h e s t e r , a s we h a v e s e e n , a n d i t h e l d 
8 6 

t r u e f o r t h e L o n d o n M e c h a n i c s I n s t i t u t e i n t h e 1 8 5 0 s . B u t 

a s p o p u l a r demand f o r amusement r o s e s t e e p l y i n t h e f i f t i e s 
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and s i x t i e s reformers were forced to acknowledge i t . In 

1861 the London Working Men's College f e l t i t necessary 

to hold a conference on the Amusement Question, although i n 

t h i s p a r t i c u l a r confrontation between the claims of "serious

ness and f r i v o l i t y " as J. M. Ludlow chose to characterise i t , 
8 7 

seriousness prevailed. Three years l a t e r , at the YMCA's 

annual conference, workers i n the f i e l d impressed upon 

senior o f f i c i a l s how important i t was that they o f f e r 

amusement as well as i n s t r u c t i o n i n order to boost the 
8 8 

association's appeal. Temperance audiences demanded and 
8 9 

got comic r e l i e f as well as exhortation. B r i t i s h Workman 

pubs (dry facsimiles of the o r i g i n a l , started in Leeds i n 

1867 and copied i n many northern towns) and coffee taverns 

and palaces (offshoots of a movement established i n 1874 

with the formation of a London Coffee Tavern Company) from 

the outset placed a major emphasis on amusement and relaxation 
90 

as well as the provision of cheap refreshments. By the 

late seventies a People's Entertainment Society was i n 

operation i n London.9^" 

Dating from the s i x t i e s there was i n fact a 

s i g n i f i c a n t retreat from unrelieved didacticism i n most 

schemes for recreational improvement. Reformers were 

learning that successful competition with the growing range 

of l e i s u r e attractions meant making some attempt to approach 

popular culture on i t s own terms, taking the workingman for 



187 

what he was, rather than for what he ought to be. James Hole 

in Leeds had indeed arrived at t h i s r e a l i s a t i o n some years 

previously: 
It i s no longer a question of s o c i a l morals, but 
of supply and demand; not of the elevation of popular 
taste, but of g r a t i f i c a t i o n ... . It i s not drink, 
much as our people are given to drinking, which 
at t r a c t s the majority. The singing saloon supplies 
what neither the gin-palace, nor the beer-house 
supplies—amusement ... . Exclude the workingman 
from the opportunity of spending a l e i s u r e hour 
unprofitably i f you l i k e , and you shut the door 
of your i n s t i t u t e on half of those, who now enjoy 
i t s advantages. To raise the workman, we must 
take hold of him where he i s , not where he i s not.92 

As Shimmin remarked from.Liverpool i n the same period, "An 

improvement of manners has been attempted without duly 
93 

considering the man to be improved." Hole and Shimmin 

were men who knew working-class l i f e at close hand, but 

the good sense of t h e i r message impressed i t s e l f on others 

further removed from i t s a c t u a l i t i e s . Explaining the 

workingmen1s club movement to the Social Science Association 

i n 1865 Lord Brougham emphasised, "Nothing can be more 

erroneous than the notion p r e v a i l i n g i n some quarters that 

the object of these clubs i s for education ... the primary 
94 

objects are relaxation and amusement." Methods had 

changed, as another speaker impressed on a l a t e r conference 

of the Association; "Their object," reported James A i r l i e , 
"was to i n s t r u c t through amusement instead of amusing through 

95 

in s t r u c t i o n . " I t i s l i k e l y that t h i s t a c t i c a l volte-face 

was due to-something more.than a changing appreciation of 
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t h e r e a l i t i e s o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s c u l t u r e — d u e i n good m e a s u r e 

t o t h e more r e l a x e d m o res o f m i d d l e - c l a s s l i f e . A s 

W a l t e r B e s a n t r e m a r k e d o f t h i s l a t t e r t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , t h e 

d a y s h a d gone when e m p l o y e r s o f l e i s u r e d i s a l l o w e d m e r r i m e n t 

among t h e p o o r b e c a u s e t h e y t h e m s e l v e s w e re c o n t e n t t o be 

d u l l . 

I t i s o b v i o u s , , h o w e v e r , t h a t w h a t e v e r t h e c h a n g e s 

i n m e t h o d , r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n r e m a i n e d a v e r y s e r i o u s 

b u s i n e s s f o r i t s p r o p o n e n t s , who s t i l l s p o k e i n a s t r o n g l y 

m i s s i o n a r y t o n e . The d i l e m m a t h e y now f a c e d was t h a t t h e 

a d m i s s i o n o f l i g h t e r a n d more e n t e r t a i n i n g f a r e w o u l d d i l u t e 

o r o b s c u r e t h e m o r a l message w h i c h l a y a t t h e h e a r t o f 

t h e r e f o r m d e s i g n . Churchmen w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y s e n s i t i v e 

t o t h i s p r o b l e m . The c h u r c h e s ' c o n c e r n f o r r e c r e a t i o n was 

p a r t l y a d e f e n s i v e o p e r a t i o n a g a i n s t w h a t t h e Dean o f 

M a n c h e s t e r i d e n t i f i e d a s a " n o n - C h r i s t i a n h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m , " 

and p a r t l y a d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o r i d t h e c l e r g y o f t h e k i l l - j o y 

i mage w h i c h hampered t h e f i g h t t o h o l d a n d e x p a n d c o n g r e g a -
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t i o n s . I t was a t t e n d e d b y . a r e a l e f f o r t t o u n d e r s t a n d 

p o p u l a r n e e d s — t o r e c o g n i s e , a s B i s h o p F r a s e r o f M a n c h e s t e r 

p u t i t , . " t h e a c t u a l i n s t i n c t s a nd a p p e t i t e s o f t h e human 

b e i n g s w i t h whom we h a v e t o d e a l " — a n d A n g l i c a n r e f o r m e r s i n 

p a r t i c u l a r ( w i t h t h e new wave o f C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s t s i n t h e 

van) moved f o r w a r d i n t h e s e v e n t i e s a n d e i g h t i e s t o e n d o r s e 

t h e c l a i m s o f d a n c i n g , t h e t h e a t r e a n d e v e n t h e pub a s 
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h u m a n i s i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s w h i c h m i g h t y e t s e r v e a s p r o p e r 
9 8 

v e h i c l e s f o r s o c i a l and m o r a l i m p r o v e m e n t . I n s u c h a 

s p i r i t d i d a c e r t a i n C a n o n Woodhouse p r o p o s e t o u p d a t e 

J o h n W e s l e y : " I f t h e d e v i l o u g h t n o t t o h a v e a l l t h e g o o d 
9 9 

t u n e s , why s h o u l d he h a v e a l l t h e p o p u l a r a m u s e ments?" 

B u t many c l e r g y a n d l a y w o r k e r s w e r e d i s t u r b e d b y t h e 

c o n s e q u e n c e s o f e n t e r i n g i n t o c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h t h e o u t s i d e 

w o r l d on i t s own t e r m s . The Sunday S c h o o l s e n l i v e n e d t h e i r 

m e e t i n g s w i t h s o n g s a nd s k e t c h e s , b u t a c c o r d i n g t o one 

B o l t o n m i n i s t e r , who c l a i m e d t o d e t e c t t h e same syndrome i n 

a l l t h e l o c a l c h u r c h e s a n d c h a p e l s , t h e a d d i t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n 

f a i l e d t o h o l d y o u n g p e o p l e f o r t h e s e n i o r c h u r c h : 
Where a r e a l l t h e s c h o l a r s t h a t p a s s t h r o u g h o u r 
Sunday s c h o o l s ? How i s i t t h a t t h e y do n o t f i n d 
t h e i r way i n t o t h e c h u r c h ? My a n s w e r i s , y o u h a v e 
c r e a t e d i n them an a p p e t i t e f o r s o m e t h i n g e l s e , a n d 
i f y o u w a n t t o f i n d t h e m, v i s i t o u r t h e a t r e s a n d 
s i n g i n g s a l o o n s , , a n d y o u w i l l f i n d them t h e r e . i n 
t h o u s a n d s . 1 0 0 

A l a y w o r k e r n o t e d t h a t o c c a s i o n a l booms i n Sunday S c h o o l 

a t t e n d a n c e w e re d i r e c t l y a t t r i b u t a b l e t o t h e announcement o f 

some t r e a t o r e x c u r s i o n and were n e v e r s u s t a i n e d b e y o n d t h a t 

d a t e ; " P l e a s u r e s e e k i n g , " he c o n c l u d e d , " i s s o r a m p a n t on 

e v e r y h a n d t h a t i t c r u s h e s o u t a l l d e s i r e f o r m e n t a l p r o g r e s s 

and p r o d u c e s i n d i f f e r e n c e t o r e l i g i o u s matters.""'" 0''" 

D i s i l l u s i o n m e n t a n d d i s a p p o i n t m e n t p r o v i d e d a 

p e r s i s t e n t c o u n t e r p o i n t t o t h e r e f o r m e r s ' f a i t h i n t h e u l t i m a t e 

e f f i c a c y o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n . A f t e r t h e c o n c l u s i o n o f a 
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d e b a t e on r e c r e a t i o n a l i m p r o v e m e n t s i n t h e S o c i a l S c i e n c e 

A s s o c i a t i o n i n 1 8 6 6 , L o r d S h a f t e s b u r y r e m a r k e d w e a r i l y : " I t 

h a s e x h a u s t e d t h e s u b j e c t b u t i t h a s d e v i s e d no c u r e s . " A 

d o z e n y e a r s l a t e r J e v o n s was no more i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e 
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p r o g r e s s o f r e f o r m . U n d o u b t e d l y much o f t h e r e f o r m e r s ' 

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t c a n be a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e d i f f i c u l t y o f 

r e a l i s i n g e x p e c t a t i o n s t h a t w e re m a r k e d l y a t odds w i t h t h e 

c u l t u r a l p r o c e s s a t work i n u r b a n p o p u l a r s o c i e t y . R a t i o n a l 

r e c r e a t i o n was meant t o s u p p l a n t a l l ' i r r a t i o n a l ' r e c r e a t i o n 

a n d t h u s e s t a b l i s h a m o r a l m o n o p o l y i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s l e i s u r e . 

B u t i n t h e a b s e n c e o f c o e r c i o n t h e w o r k i n g m a n s t i l l r e t a i n e d 

t h e r i g h t t o c h o o s e h i s r e c r e a t i o n s , and on t h e e v i d e n c e 

o f B i l l B a n k s h i s c h o i c e was i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y r a t i o n a l a nd 

i r r a t i o n a l . We a r e n o t t o l d how B i l l B a n k s s p e n t h i s 

S u n d a y s , b u t e v e n t h o u g h he may w e l l h a v e b e e n no c h u r c h g o e r 

he p a s s e d a s a man o f r a t i o n a l t a s t e i n r e s p e c t o f h i s 

i n t e l l i g e n t l i t e r a c y a nd t h e g o o d management o f h i s h o m e — 

i n s e v e r a l o t h e r r e s p e c t s he c o u l d be s e e n a s a p l e a s u r e - s e e k i n g 

y a h o o . B i l l B a n k s r e f l e c t s t h e n a t u r e o f h i s c u l t u r e , w h i c h 

was p r e d o m i n a n t l y a d d i t i v e r a t h e r t h a n s u b s t i t u t i v e , a nd 
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e x c l u s i v e l y r e s p o n s i b l e n e i t h e r t o f a s h i o n n o r i d e o l o g y . 

I n an e x p a n d i n g w o r k i n g - c l a s s l e i s u r e w o r l d r e c r e a t i o n s w e re 

n o t a l l e q u a l l y a t t r a c t i v e , b u t t h e y w e r e a l l e q u a l l y 

l e g i t i m a t e . I n s u c h c i r c u m s t a n c e s i t was m o s t u n l i k e l y 

t h a t r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n c o u l d e f f e c t t o t a l v i c t o r y . 
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O t h e r p r o b l e m s w h i c h t h e r e f o r m e r s f a c e d i n 

r e a c h i n g a n d h o l d i n g w o r k i n g - c l a s s a t t e n t i o n s a r e c o n s i d e r e d 

more f u l l y i n s u b s e q u e n t c h a p t e r s ; t h i s c h a p t e r c o n c l u d e s 

w i t h a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s e s ' r e s p o n s e t o 

r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n , b e a r i n g i n . m i n d t h e i m p o r t a n t r o l e 

a s s i g n e d t o them i n t h e r e f o r m d e s i g n . 

I t seems c l e a r t h a t t h e r e f o r m e r s ' p r o p a g a n d a d i d 

much t o c o n v e r t t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s p u b l i c t o r e c r e a t i o n a l 

i m p r o v e m e n t i n t h e f i f t i e s and s i x t i e s ; r e c r e a t i o n g r e w t o 

be a c c e p t e d a s a n e c e s s a r y a m e n i t y , a b a s i c o v e r h e a d i n t h e 

m a i n t e n a n c e o f an i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y . The o p e n i n g o f new 

f a c i l i t i e s w ere o c c a s i o n s f o r much o f f i c i a l s e l f - c o n g r a t u l a t i o n 

on t h e theme o f p r o g r e s s . The i n a u g u r a t i o n o f P e e l P a r k i n 

1866 moved t h e B o l t o n C h r o n i c l e t o r e c a l l how l e a d e r s o f t h e 

p e o p l e h a d o n c e made t h e p o o r f i n d amusements f o r t h e m s e l v e s , 

w h e r e a s now t h e p o o r w e r e i n c r e a s i n g l y w e l l p r o v i d e d f o r i n 

any number o f schemes a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y " w h i c h may f a i r l y 
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be q u a l i f i e d b y t h e a d j e c t i v e d i s i n t e r e s t e d . " E d i t o r i a l i s i n g 

on t h e W o r k i n g Men's C l u b movement o f t h e same p e r i o d 

The T i m e s commented t h a t " s u c h i n s t i t u t i o n s s t a n d upon t h e 

m o d e s t and u n a s s a i l a b l e g r o u n d o f s i m p l e c o n v e n i e n c e , " 

o p i n i n g t h a t , . a s i d e f r o m a l i t t l e n e i g h b o u r l y a s s i s t a n c e , "we 

s e e no n e c e s s i t y f o r a g e n t l e m a n g o i n g much o u t o f h i s way 
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o r p u t t i n g h i s h a n d v e r y d e e p i n t o h i s p o c k e t . " 
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I f t h i s was t h e l a n g u a g e o f e n c o u r a g e m e n t i t was 

a l s o t h e l a n g u a g e o f d i s e n g a g e m e n t , m a r k i n g a g e n e r a l 

m i d d l e - c l a s s r e l u c t a n c e t o f a v o u r p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n w i t h 

a n y t h i n g o t h e r t h a n an o c c a s i o n a l s u b s c r i p t i o n o r p l a t f o r m 

s p e e c h . L e t t e r s t o t h e C h r o n i c l e i n t h e s e v e n t i e s p o i n t e d 

o u t t h e s t i l l i n a d e q u a t e f a c i l i t i e s f o r r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n 

i n B o l t o n . T h e r e was, r e m a r k e d one c o r r e s p o n d e n t , no 

s h o r t a g e o f m o r a l i s i n g on t h e w o r k i n g m a n ' s c o n d i t i o n , b u t 

a r e a l s h o r t a g e o f p r a c t i c a l a s s i s t a n c e : " ... m o r a l i s e r s 

i n g e n e r a l n e v e r ' k n u c k l e down', t h a t i s , p r o p o s e much more 

w o r t h y s u b s t i t u t e s f o r r e c r e a t i n g t h e p l e b e i a n o r d e r , s e l d o m 

go b e y o n d a s o r t o f I n f i r m a r y - r e c o m m e n d " ( t h e l a t t e r was a 

s o u r l o c a l j o k e r e f e r r i n g t o t h e l o n g d e l a y i n b u i l d i n g a much-

n e e d e d h o s p i t a l i n t h e t o w n ) . 1 0 ^ B i s h o p F r a s e r a s s a i l e d 

t h e B o l t o n m i d d l e c l a s s e s f o r t h e i r n e g l e c t o f what he 

c a l l e d " t h e g r e a t q u e s t i o n o f t h e d a y , " c h i d i n g them f o r 

t h e i r s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s a s t h e y s a t o v e r n u t s and c l a r e t 

d e p l o r i n g t h e c r u d i t y o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s b e h a v i o u r . They 

h a d , he s a i d , no s y m p a t h y o r i n t e r e s t i n t h e u n f o r t u n a t e 
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y e t r e m e d i a b l e e n v i r o n m e n t i n w h i c h w o r k i n g m e n l i v e d . 

C e r t a i n e m p l o y e r s p r o v i d e d t h e i r w o r k p e o p l e w i t h r e a d i n g 

rooms and s p o r t s f a c i l i t i e s , b u t a s t h e b i g m a s t e r s w i t h d r e w 

t o S o u t h p o r t o r f a r t h e r a f i e l d c l a s s c o n t a c t h a d d i m i n i s h e d ; 

t h e d a y t o d a y r u n n i n g o f t h e m i l l s p a s s e d t o a new c l a s s 

o f m a n a g e r s w i t h l i t t l e i n t e r e s t i n t h e l i g h t e r s i d e o f 
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i n d u s t r i a l w e l f a r e , and t h e h e a d s o f f i r m s o n l y met t h e i r 

h a n d s f o r c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e m a j o r d y n a s t i c e v e n t s o f 

m a r r i a g e and m a j o r i t y , and o c c a s i o n a l b e a n o s i n t h e r u n - u p 
108 

t o e l e c t i o n s . W i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h i s s p o r a d i c 

l a r g e s s e and t h e e n d e a v o u r s o f a h a n d f u l o f l o c a l p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s 

a n d c h u r c h m e n , t h e b e h a v i o u r o f B o l t o n ' s b o u r g e o i s i e 

c o n f o r m e d t o w h a t t h e r e f o r m e r E l l i c e H o p k i n s i d e n t i f i e d a s 

" t h e s e l f i s h i n d i f f e r e n c e o f t h e h i g h e r and e d u c a t e d c l a s s e s 
109 

t o t h e p e o p l e ' s amusements." 

I n d i f f e r e n c e m i g h t be b e t t e r r e n d e r e d a s d i s t a s t e , 

f o r t h e p e r i o d w i t n e s s e d a g r o w i n g m i d d l e - c l a s s i m p a t i e n c e 

w i t h t h e w o r k e r s . T h e r e had b e e n s o m e t h i n g o f a honeymoon 

p e r i o d i n c l a s s r e l a t i o n s f o l l o w i n g r e c o v e r y f r o m t h e a l a r m s 

o f t h e f o r t i e s : t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s h a d d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

t h e m s e l v e s b y t h e i r g o o d b e h a v i o u r o n t h e ' s h i l l i n g d a y s ' 

a t t h e G r e a t E x h i b i t i o n , t h e w o r k i n g m a n i n arms h a d won 

a d m i r a t i o n f o r h i s c o u r a g e and s t e a d i n e s s i n t h e C r i m e a , and 

t h e L a n c a s h i r e m i l l h a n d s h a d e a r n e d g r e a t p r a i s e f o r t h e i r 

s t o i c b e a r i n g d u r i n g t h e c o t t o n f a m i n e i n t h e e a r l y s i x t i e s . 

No d o u b t , t o o , o t h e r s b e s i d e s Mr. G l a d s t o n e were h e a r t e n e d 

b y t h e a c c u m u l a t i n g d e p o s i t s o f s m a l l i n v e s t o r s i n t h e P o s t 

O f f i c e S a v i n g s Bank.^'''0 W i t h t h e r e v i v a l o f r e f o r m a g i t a t i o n 

a n d t h e p a s s a g e o f t h e 1867 R e f o r m B i l l t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s 

came u n d e r more c r i t i c a l s c r u t i n y a s 'Our New M a s t e r s ' (a 

somewhat a p p r e h e n s i v e d e s i g n a t i o n ) , and i t was d i s c o v e r e d 
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t h a t t h e w o r k i n g m a n was b e i n g p a i d t o o much, s c a m p i n g h i s 

w o r k , s t r i k i n g i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y , a nd s p e n d i n g h i s ' o v e r p l u s 1 

i n r e c k l e s s s t y l e . I n 1873 The T i m e s r e m a r k e d t e t c h i l y 

t h a t "More wages and more i d l e t i m e f u r n i s h t h i s a b u n d a n t 

l e i s u r e w h i c h i s i n d e e d t h e l u x u r y o f t h e s o - c a l l e d 

w o r k i n g c l a s s e s . " 1 1 " ' " "Workingman w o r s h i p , " s o t h e S a t u r d a y 

R e v i e w r e p o r t e d i n t h e same y e a r , "has a b a t e d " ; t h e w o r k i n g m a n 
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h a d become " r a t h e r t i r e s o m e and e x a s p e r a t i n g . " 

The c o n s p i c u o u s p l e a s u r e o f t h e m a s s e s g a v e 

p a r t i c u l a r o f f e n c e w here i t was m a i n t a i n e d i n t h e f a c e o f 

f i n a n c i a l e x i g e n c i e s i n t h e b u s i n e s s and p r o f e s s i o n a l w o r l d . 

The w r i t e r o f a t h e a t r e a r t i c l e i n t h e D a i l y News i n t h e 

l a t e s i x t i e s c o n f e s s e d h i m s e l f i r r i t a t e d b y i n c r e a s i n g 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s p a t r o n a g e o f t h e t h e a t r e a n d m u s i c h a l l , a t 

a t i m e when " t h e c r i t i c a l n a t u r e o f c o m m e r c i a l a f f a i r s 

demands t h a t t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s man must r a t i o n t h e v i s i t s o f 
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h i s f a m i l y i n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f economy." S u c h c o m p a r i s o n s 

became more f r e q u e n t a n d i n v i d i o u s a s t h e economy i n c h e d 

i n t o t h e G r e a t D e p r e s s i o n , and t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s e s f o u n d t h e i r 

r i s i n g s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g t h r e a t e n e d b y t h e r e l a t i v e 

s t a g n a t i o n o f t h e i r i n c o m e s . R e v i e w i n g t h e e x p e n d i t u r e i n 

a n E a s t E n d m u s i c h a l l i n 1 8 8 0 , t h e j o u r n a l i s t E w i n g R i t c h i e 

was i n d i g n a n t t h a t " I n t h e s e b a d t i m e s , when p e o p l e i n 

t h e m i d d l e r a n k s o f l i f e a r e i n d e s p a i r a t t h e h a r d p r o s p e c t 

b e f o r e t h em, h e r e w e r e t h e s e w o r k i n g m e n s p e n d i n g t h e i r 
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two h u n d r e d p o u n d s a n i g h t a t l e a s t . " 

The o f f e n c e was compounded when t h e w o r k i n g m a n made 

h i s mass b r e a k - o u t f r o m t h e u r b a n g h e t t o and t h r u s t h i m s e l f 

i n u pon t h e p r i v a c y o f h i s b e t t e r s . A f t e r f o u r weeks i n 

S o u t h e n d , r e p o r t e d R i t c h i e , " I b e g a n t o t r e m b l e a t t h e 
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v e r y s i g h t o f an e x c u r s i o n i s t . " I n t h e f o l l o w i n g 

c h i l d h o o d r e c o l l e c t i o n o f t h e d e s c e n t o f t h e ' t o w n i e 1 upon 

r u r a l D e r b y s h i r e , t h e n o v e l i s t O n i d a e x p r e s s e d h e r r e p u g n a n c e 

more f u l l y : 
The e x c u r s i o n t r a i n s u s e d t o v o m i t f o r t h , a t E a s t e r 
and i n W h i t s u n week, t h r o n g s o f t h e m i l l h a n d s o f t h e 
p e r i o d , c a d s and t h e i r f l a m e s , t a w d r y , b l o w z y , n o i s y , 
d r u n k e n ; t h e women w i t h d r e s s t h a t a p e d ' t h e f a s h i o n ' , 
and p y r a m i d s o f a r t i f i c i a l - f l o w e r s on t h e i r h e a d s ; 
t h e men a s g r o t e s q u e and h i d e o u s i n t h e i r own way; 
t e a r i n g t h r o u g h woods and f i e l d s l i k e swarms o f 
d e v a s t a t i n g l o c u s t s , a nd d r a g g i n g t h e f e r n and 
h a w t h o r n b o u g h s t h e y had t o r n down i n t h e d u s t , 
e n d i n g t h e l o v e l y s p r i n g d a y i n p o t - h o u s e s , d r i n k i n g 
g i n a n d b i t t e r s , o r h e a v y a l e s by t h e q u a r t , a n d 
t u m b l i n g p e l l - m e l l i n t o t h e n i g h t t r a i n , r o a r i n g 
m u s i c - h a l l c h o r u s e s ; s o d d e n , t i p s y , y e l l i n g , l o a t h s o m e 
c r e a t u r e s , s u c h a s make a monkey l o o k a k i n g , and 
t h e newt seem an a n g e l b e s i d e h u m a n i t y — e x a c t s e m b l a n c e 
and emblem o f t h e v u l g a r i t y o f t h e age ... v u l g a r i t y 
l i k e l y t o l i v e and m u l t i p l y , and i n c r e a s e i n power 
and i n e x t e n t . H 6 

The m a g a z i n e Fun p r o v i d e d r e g u l a r g r a p h i c i l l u s t r a t i o n o f 

t h e b o o r i s h n e s s o f t h e w o r k i n g m a n ' s l e i s u r e s e e n t h r o u g h 

m i d d l e - c l a s s e y e s . I n a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e c a r t o o n on 'The 

Rough's H o l i d a y ' , a s u i t a b l y w a r t - e n c r u s t e d b l a c k g u a r d 

c o n f e r s . w i t h h i s m a t e : 

W e l l , we a i n ' t done a b a d ' o l i d a y 'ave we? We've 
b r o k e l o t s o f t r e e s a n ' ' e d g e s , a n ' s p i l e d a l u v l e y 
g a r d i n g , a n ' t r a m p l e d down some r o s e s a n ' t h i n g s , 
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a n 1 r u i n e d a l l t h e l a n e s a b o u t h e r e . Now l e t ' s 
s e t f i r e t o a Common a n ' go 'ome t o s u p p e r . H 7 

Y e t , i n one s e n s e , r e d u c i n g t h e w o r k i n g m a n t o t h i s . 

l o u t i s h s t e r e o t y p e may w e l l h a v e b e e n c o m f o r t i n g ; a. l i t t l e 

g r a t u i t o u s h o o l i g a n i s m was b e t t e r t h a n t h e f u r y o f a 

Communard, and was s m a l l p r i c e t o p a y . f o r i t s i m p l i c i t 

c o n f i r m a t i o n o f b o u r g e o i s s u p e r i o r i t y o f m a n n e r s a n d m o r a l s . 

The r e a l i t y , h o w e v e r , was more i n s i d i o u s , f o r t h e b r o a d 

a d v a n c e s i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s l e i s u r e ( i n company w i t h m a r k e d 

e c o n o m i c a n d p o l i t i c a l g a i n s ) t h r e a t e n e d t o o b l i t e r a t e t h e 

s o c i a l d i f f e r e n t i a l b e t w e e n t h e c l a s s e s . C o n t e m p l a t i n g 

t h e p r o s p e c t i v e " p l e b i f i c a t i o n o f a r t " i n 1 8 6 6 , t h e j o u r n a l i s t 

M a t t h e w Browne r e m a r k e d t h a t " s o c i a l b o u n d a r y l i n e s a r e 

n o t s o s h a r p l y d rawn a s t h e y u s e d t o be ... . I n o t h e r 

w o r d s t h e o l d c o r d o n s a n i t a i r e s h a v e s n a p p e d u n d e r t h e 

p r e s s u r e o f t h e m u l t i t u d e s , and we h a v e n o t y e t s u c c e e d e d 
118 

i n t w i s t i n g new o n e s . " T h i s a d v a n c e o f t h e m u l t i t u d e s 

was more c l e a r l y d e f i n e d b y a n o t h e r w r i t e r , K e n i n g a l e C o o k , 

i n a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f "The L a b o u r e r ' s L e i s u r e " i n 1 8 7 1 : 
F r om b e i n g m a c h i n e s , f i t o n l y f o r m a c h i n e w o r k o r 
i n e r t q u i e s c e n c e , t h e m a s s e s a r e g i v e n t h e l i b e r t y 
o f b e i n g m e n - - g e n t l e m e n i n d e e d , i f i n t h a t t e r m be 
a p p l i e d t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f l e i s u r e , t h e p o w e r o f 
b e i n g ' a t l a r g e ' — a c o v e t e d a t t r i b u t e o f g e n t i l i t y . 

By t h e e i g h t i e s t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f t h i s d e v e l o p m e n t h a d made 

t h e m s e l v e s v e r y c l e a r t o t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s , f o r a s 

W a l t e r B e s a n t n o t e d , " t h e y h a v e p e r c e i v e d t h a t t h e i r 
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a m u s e m e n t s — a l s o , w h i c h seems t h e l a s t s t r a w , t h e i r v i c e s -

c a n be e n j o y e d b y t h e b a s e m e c h a n i c a l s o r t , i n s o m u c h t h a t , 

i f t h i s k i n d o f t h i n g g o e s o n , t h e r e must i n t h e end f o l l o w 
120 

a n e f f a c e m e n t o f a l l c l a s s e s . " 

I n s u c h c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s s t o o d 

r e a d y t o d e f e n d t h e l i n e o f t h e i r own g e n t i l i t y w i t h a 

j u d i c i o u s m i x t u r e o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a nd n e g l e c t , and t h e 

r e f o r m e r s f o u n d t h e m s e l v e s p u l l i n g a g a i n s t t h e s t r e a m . The. 

l a t t e r w e r e p r o p o s i n g t o a l l e v i a t e t h e t e n s i o n s and 

d e g e n e r a t i o n i n s o c i e t y t h r o u g h t h e f r a t e r n a l a s s o c i a t i o n 

o f a l l c l a s s e s i n l e i s u r e , a t a t i m e when t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s 

w e r e a c u t e l y c o n c e r n e d t o r e i n f o r c e , n o t r e d u c e , s o c i a l 

d i s t a n c e . 
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A. Wynter, "Bell's L i f e and Our Sports and 

Pastimes," Once a Week 5 (1861) : 151-53. See also Thorne, 
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school i n the '70s, reminiscing as 'Max O'Rell', John B u l l  
and His Island (London, 1883), p. 114. George Gissing 



202 
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much o f i t s e m p h a s i s on g o o d f e l l o w s h i p . I r o n w o r k e r s 
c o n s t i t u t e d t h e s e c o n d l a r g e s t o c c u p a t i o n a l g r o u p i n 
B o l t o n , n e x t t o t h e t e x t i l e w o r k e r s . C l a p h a m , op. c i t . , 
2 : 162; s t a t i s t i c s g i v e n a t w o r k i n g m e n ' s m e e t i n g , B; C., 
18 O c t o b e r 1868. 

39 
I b i d . , 26 May 1877. A f r i e n d l y s o c i e t y o f f i c i a l 
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46 
G.. J . H o l y o a k e , The R i c h Man' s S i x a n d t h e P o o r  

Man's One Day ( L o n d o n , 1 8 5 6 ) , p l e a d e d f o r more c o u r t e s y i n 
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E n g l a n d , 1832-1885 ( L o n d o n , 1 9 7 3 ) , p p . 2 6 7 - 8 9 . 

48 
B. H a r r i s o n , D r i n k and t h e V i c t o r i a n s , p p . 1 8 1 - 9 5 . 
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^ C o r d e r o y , l o c . c i t . ; C l i f f o r d , l o c . c i t . 
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See e . g . W. S p o t t i s w o o d e , Queen's P r i n t e r a nd i n d u s t r i a l p h i l a n t h r o p i s t t o L e o n a r d H o r n e r , R e p o r t s o f 

F a c t o r y I n s p e c t o r s , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 5 7 , X V I , p. 37; a n d 
r e p o r t o f R o b e r t B a k e r , f a c t o r y i n s p e c t o r i b i d . , 1 8 5 9 , 
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S o c i a l Work i n L o n d o n , 1869-1912 : A H i s t o r y o f t h e C h a r i t y  
O r g a n i s a t i o n S o c i e t y ( L o n d o n , 1 9 1 4 ) , pp. 53-4. See a l s o 
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P a l a c e ( L o n d o n , 18 8 6 ) , a n d Thomas B r a s s e y ' s e n t h u s i a s m f o r 
t h e ' s o c i a l p a l a c e ' o f t h e F r e n c h i n d u s t r i a l p h i l a n t h r o p i s t 
G o d i n i n L e c t u r e s o n t h e L a b o u r Q u e s t i o n ( L o n d o n , 1878) , 
pp. 1 5 0 - 5 2 . 

82 
T r a v e l i n Germany, f o r e x a m p l e , c o n v e r t e d 

A nna Swanwick f r o m S a b b a t a r i a n i s m t o s u p p o r t o f t h e 
C o n t i n e n t a l S unday; she became v i c e - p r e s i d e n t o f t h e 
N a t i o n a l Sunday L e a g u e , w h i c h c a m p a i g n e d f o r t h e o p e n i n g 
o f museums a n d g a l l e r i e s , a n d a t t r a c t e d t h e s u p p o r t o f a 
number o f i n t e l l e c t u a l s , s e e M. L. B r u c e , A n n a S w a n w i c k ;  
Memoir a n d R e c o l l e c t i o n s ( L o n d o n , 1 9 0 3 ) , pp. 3 2 - 3 3 . F o r a 
c o u n t e r p a r t w o r k i n g - c l a s s movement, s e e t h e e v i d e n c e o f 
R. M. M o r r e l l o f t h e R e c r e a t i v e R e l i g i o n i s t s i n S. C. H. C. 
on t h e S a l e o f L i q u o r on Sunday B i l l , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 6 7 - 6 8 , 
X I V , q q . 6 2 5 1 , 6 318-26. The C o n t i n e n t a l Sunday h a d 
a l l e g e d l y e l i m i n a t e d S t . Monday among f o r e i g n workmen, s e e 
R e p o r t o f I n s p e c t o r s o f F a c t o r i e s , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 5 6 , 
X V I I I , p. 87; J . S a m u e l s o n , The German W o r k i n g Man : H i s  
I n s t i t u t i o n s f o r S e l f - C u l t u r e ( L o n d o n , 1 8 6 9 ) , pp. 21-34. 

8 3 
F o r t h e P e o p l e ' s G a r d e n Company, s e e B e e h i v e , 

3 S e p t e m b e r , 26 November 1870 ( I owe t h i s r e f e r e n c e t o 
E r i c S a g e r ) . F o r c o r r e s p o n d e n c e on L o n d o n s q u a r e s , s e e 
The T i m e s , 1 4 , 17 J u l y 1 8 7 1 , w h i c h a d d u c e d t h e a r g u m e n t 
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f o r t h e m e e t i n g o f t h e c l a s s e s a n d p r o p o s e d t o i s s u e 
e n t r a n c e t i c k e t s t o d e s e r v i n g s c h o o l c h i l d r e n f r o m t h e E a s t 
E n d , s u b j e c t t o c l e a n l i n e s s a n d d e c e n c y o f d r e s s . 

84 
A c e r t a i n A l d e r m a n B e n n e t t o f M a n c h e s t e r s u g g e s t e d 

t o t h e C h u r c h C o n g r e s s a t B a t h i n 187 3 t h a t i t s members 
w o u l d do w e l l t o l e a r n f r o m t h e p u b l i c a n how b e s t t o 
a t t r a c t c u s t o m e r s , The T i m e s , 11 O c t o b e r 1 8 7 3 . See a l s o 
The C o f f e e T a v e r n Company, P r a c t i c a l H i n t s f o r t h e Management  
o f C o f f e e T a v e r n s ( L o n d o n , 1 8 7 8 ) . 

8 5 
" P o p u l a r R e c r e a t i o n s a nd T h e i r M o r a l I n f l u e n c e , " . 

D u b l i n R e v i e w 42 (1857) : 2 7 1 - 9 3 . 
8 6 

R e p o r t o f D r . L y o n P l a y f a i r on t h e L o n d o n 
M e c h a n i c s I n s t i t u t i o n , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 5 7 - 8 , X L V I I I , p. 327. 

8 7 
W o r k i n g Men's C o l l e g e M a g a z i n e , 1 F e b r u a r y 18.61. 

8 8 
Q u a r t e r l y M e s s e n g e r , J u l y 1864. 

89 
B. H a r r i s o n , D r i n k a nd t h e V i c t o r i a n s , p. 195; 

C h a r l e s C o b o r n r e c a l l e d t h a t t e m p e r a n c e s o c i e t i e s r e c r u i t e d 
m u s i c h a l l a c t s on t h e u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t a n y r e f e r e n c e t o 
d r i n k s h o u l d be d e p r e c a t o r y , 'The Man Who B r o k e t h e Bank' :  
M e m o r i e s o f t h e S t a g e a nd M u s i c H a l l s ( L o n d o n , 1 9 2 8 ) , p p . 
139 - 4 0 . 

90 
E. H. H a l l , C o f f e e T a v e r n s , C o c o a H o u s e s , a nd  

C o f f e e P a l a c e s : T h e i r R i s e , P r o g r e s s , a n d P r o s p e c t s ( L o n d o n , 
1878) i s t h e b e s t s o u r c e f o r t h e s e r e l a t e d movements, 
t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e f i l e s o f t h e C o f f e e P u b l i c House News, f i r s t 
p u b l i s h e d i n t h e same y e a r , a nd t h e l a t e r R e f r e s h m e n t News. 
T h e r e a r e r e p o r t s on t h e B r i t i s h Workman p u b s i n T r a n s . N. A. 
P. S. S., 1 8 7 1 , p p . 5 9 1 - 9 2 . S u c h v e n t u r e s w e r e e x p e c t e d t o 
p a y t h e i r own way, b u t f r e q u e n t l y s u f f e r e d f r o m b a d management. 
The h e a r t y s t y l e o f t h e c o f f e e t a v e r n movement comes 
a c r o s s i n t h e s e l i n e s w r i t t e n t o c e l e b r a t e t h e o p e n i n g o f 
a B i r m i n g h a m c o f f e e h o u s e : 

"Throw o p e n y o u r d o o r s w i t h a f l o u r i s h o f t r u m p e t s , 
L e t t h e g e n e r o u s t e a u r n r u n f r o t h i n g a n d f r e e . 
O h i t o a s t t h e r i c h m u f f i n s , a n d b u t t e r t h e c r u m p e t s , 
We p l e d g e t h e ' p r o m o t e r s ' i n mocha a n d t e a . " 

J . M a c m i l l a n , D e s c r i p t i o n o f C h e c k s I s s u e d b y B i r m i n g h a m 
C o n c e r t H a l l s , 1 8 5 0 - 1 9 2 0 , M S ' i n B i r m i n g h a m C e n t r a l R e f e r e n c e 
L i b r a r y . 
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91 L a d y L i n d s a y o f B a l c a r r e s , "The P e o p l e ' s 
E n t e r t a i n m e n t S o c i e t y , " T i m e , J u l y 1 8 7 9 , pp. 468-74. 

92 
J . H o l e , The H i s t o r y a n d Management o f L i t e r a r y ,  

S c i e n t i f i c a n d M e c h a n i c s ' I n s t i t u t i o n s ( L o n d o n , 1 8 5 3 ) , p p . 74-
76. C f . t h e s i m i l a r a d v i c e o f f e r e d - b y a member o f t h e 
s e l e c t c o m m i t t e e on l i c e n c i n g . i n 1 8 5 4 , P a r i . P a p e r s , X I V , q. 64. 

93 
S h i m m i n , L i v e r p o o l L i f e , pp. 2-3. 

9 4 T r a n s . N. A. P. S. S., 186 5, p. 7. 
9 5 I b i d . , 1 8 6 6 , p. 792. 
96 

"The Amusements o f t h e P e o p l e , " C o n t e m p o r a r y R e v i e w 
45 ( M a r c h 1 8 8 4 ) , p. 342. 

97 
R e p o r t on C h u r c h C o n g r e s s a t S h e f f i e l d , The T i m e s , 

4 O c t o b e r 1 8 7 8 , a n d W a k e f i e l d , i b i d . , 8 O c t o b e r 1886. 
9 8 

F r a s e r , . w h o e x e m p l i f i e d t h e more p r o g r e s s i v e 
a p p r o a c h t o s o c i a l r e f o r m , was s p e a k i n g i n B o l t o n on 
r e c r e a t i o n f o r t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s , " t h e g r e a t q u e s t i o n o f 
t h e . d a y / 1 BY. C. , 4 September. 1 8 7 5 . F o r t h e C h r i s t i a n 
S o c i a l i s t s , s e e P. d'A. J o n e s , The C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s t R e v i v a l , 
1877-1914 ( P r i n c e t o n , 1 9 6 8 ) , pp. 9 9 - 1 0 2 , 1 1 8 - 2 2 ; Rev. T. 
H a n c o c k , "The C h u r c h a n d t h e Pub," C h u r c h R e f o r m e r , . M a y 1888. 
Of t h e l e a d e r o f t h i s new p h a s e o f C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s m , 
S t e w a r t H e a d l a m , i t s h o u l d be n o t e d t h a t he was more . 
i n t e r e s t e d i n a e s t h e t i c t h a n r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n . 

99 
"The Drama a s a M o r a l T e a c h e r , " e d i t o r i a l i n 

D a i l y T e l e g r a p h , 6 O c t o b e r . 1879. 
^ 0 0 B . C., 29 J a n u a r y 1 8 76. See a l s o , t h e r e p o r t o f 

a W e s l e y a n Sunday s c h o o l c o n v e n t i o n , i b i d . , 8 A p r i l 1 876. 
1 0 1 I b i d . , 29 May 1875. 
102 

T r a n s . N. A. P. S. S., 1 8 6 6 , p. 3; J e v o n s , op. c i t . 
103 

T h e r e was a s i m i l a r e c l e c t i c i s m t o t h e p o p u l a r 
c h o i c e o f p l a c e o f w o r s h i p , s e e H. P e l l i n g , " P o p u l a r 
A t t i t u d e s t o R e l i g i o n , " i n P o p u l a r . P o l i t i c s a n d S o c i e t y i n  
L a t e V i c t o r i a n B r i t a i n ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 8 ) , pp. 19-36. 

1 0 4 B . C., 26 May 1866. 
105 The T j m e s , 14 November 1865. 
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10 6 BY C., 29 J a n u a r y 1875. See a l s o t h e d i a l e c t 
l e t t e r f r o m an a r t i s a n , ' D i c k y D r a w f o i l e , ' i b i d . , 21 A u g u s t 
1875. 

107 
I b i d . , 4 S e p t e m b e r 1875. ' P u r r i n g ' was i n t h e 

news a t t h e t i m e . 
108 

On t h e e v i d e n c e o f t h e f a c t o r y i n s p e c t o r s ' 
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109 
H o p k i n s , op. c i t . , p. 1 3 1 . 

1 1 0 M u c h o f t h i s i s commonplace o b s e r v a t i o n , b u t s e e 
A. S h o r t , " W o r k e r s U n d e r G l a s s i n 1 8 5 1 " , V i c t o r i a n S t u d i e s 
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a l s o , F a c t o r y I n s p e c t o r s ' R e p o r t , P a r i . P a p e r s , . 1856 , X V I I I , 
pp. 9 9 -103. 

1 1 : L T h e T i m e s , 14 A p r i l 1 8 7 3 . See a l s o , "On S t r i k e 
a n d On S p r e e , " M e l i o r a 9 (1866) : 3 2 3 - 3 3 ; "The P r o l e t a r i a t 
on a F a l s e S c e n t , " ' Q u a r t e r l y R e v i e w , l o c . c i t . 

112, 
1 8 7 3 . 

'"The W o r k i n g Man," S a t u r d a y R e v i e w , 22 F e b r u a r y 
i 

113 " B e h i n d t h e S c e n e s , " D a i l y News, 18 December 186 8, 
114 

R i t c h i e , Days and N i g h t s i n L o n d o n ( 1 8 8 0 ) , pp. 
4 9-50; f o r m i d d l e - c l a s s f i n a n c e s s e e B a n k s , op. c i t . , p p . 
1 2 9 - 3 8 . 

115 
I b i d . , pp. 1 8 2 - 9 5 . A L o n d o n p o l i c e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 

o p i n e d t h a t o n l y t h e more i n t e l l i g e n t o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s 
w e r e t o be f o u n d on e x c u r s i o n s , S. C. H. L. on I n t e m p e r a n c e , 
P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 7 7 , X I , q. 6 2 8 3 . 

116 
O u i d a (M. de l a Ramee), V i e w s and O p i n i o n s ( L o n d o n , 

1 8 9 5 ) , pp. 3 3 3 - 3 4 , 340. The image o f v o m i t i n g was common 
t o t h i s k i n d o f c ommentary. 
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J . F. S u l l i v a n , The B r i t i s h W o rkingman b y One  
Who Does N o t B e l i e v e i n Him ( L o n d o n , 1 8 7 8 ) , p. 86. F u n was 
an i m i t a t i o n o f P u n c h . 

118 
B r o w n e , o p . c i t . , p. 280. 

119 
Idem, l o c . c i t . 

1 2 0 B e s a n t , "The P e o p l e ' s P a l a c e , " (1887) i n A s We A r e  
a n d A s We May Be ( L o n d o n , 1 9 0 3 ) , p. 55. 



V. RATIONAL RECREATION I N OPERATION 
THE WORKING MEN'S CLUB MOVEMENT 

The w o r k i n g men's c l u b movement p r o v i d e s t h e most 

p r o m i n e n t e x a m p l e o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n f o r m a l l y o r g a n i s e d 

on a n a t i o n a l s c a l e . F o s t e r e d b y t h e W o r k i n g Men's C l u b a n d 

I n s t i t u t e U n i o n , f o u n d e d i n 1 8 6 2 , t h e movement d e r i v e d i t s 

momentum f r o m m i d d l e - c l a s s i n i t i a t i v e a n d s u p p o r t , y e t b y t h e 

e i g h t i e s t h e c l u b s h a d become e x c l u s i v e w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

p r e s e r v e s , a n d t h e o r i g i n a l d e s i g n s o f i t s m e n t o r s h a d b e e n 

a l l b u t f r u s t r a t e d . The h i s t o r y o f t h e movement p r o v i d e s 

f u r t h e r i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h e s o c i a l p h i l o s o p h y o f r a t i o n a l 

r e c r e a t i o n , w h i l e d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h e p r o b l e m s o f p u t t i n g i t 

i n t o p r a c t i c e . ^ " 

The i d e a o f p r o v i d i n g w o r k i n g men w i t h s o c i a l c l u b s 

w h i c h e m p h a s i s e d good f e l l o w s h i p r a t h e r t h a n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

c l e a r l y f i n d s i t s a n t e c e d e n t s i n Heywood's M a n c h e s t e r 
2 

Lyceums o f t h e 1 8 4 0 s . C h a r l e s K n i g h t , t h e p u b l i s h e r , a l s o 

r e c a l l e d a c l u b i n B i r m i n g h a m i n 1848 w h i c h was r u n b y a 

h o s i e r y m a n u f a c t u r e r c a l l e d B r o o k e s , who a d v e r t i s e d i t as h i s 

own M i n i s t r y t o t h e P o o r , p r o v i d i n g c h e a p f o o d a n d r e a d i n g 

rooms " i n an a t t e m p t t o p e n e t r a t e down t o t h o s e c l a s s e s 

w h i c h M e c h a n i c s I n s t i t u t e s a n d B e n e f i t S o c i e t i e s h ave n e v e r 

211 
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3 y e t r e a c h e d . " T h i s s o u n d s more l i k e an e x e r c i s e i n r e l i e f 

t h a n r e c r e a t i o n , b u t t h e a t t e m p t t o r e a c h b e y o n d t h e 

e s t a b l i s h e d w o r k i n g - c l a s s p u b l i c f o r i m p r o v e m e n t a nd m u t u a l 

a s s i s t a n c e was one o f t h e p r i n c i p a l o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e c l u b 

movement a s i t d e v e l o p e d . I n B r i g h t o n i n t h e same y e a r , 

t h e R e v e r e n d F r e d e r i c k R o b e r t s o n f o u n d e d a W o r k i n g Men's 

I n s t i t u t e w h i c h , t h o u g h s h o r t - l i v e d , p r o v i d e d some e a r l y 

i n s p i r a t i o n f o r H e n r y S o l l y , t h e s u b s e q u e n t f o u n d e r o f t h e 

C I"U; i t s p r i m a r y e m p h a s i s was on f o r m a l e d u c a t i o n , b u t 

R o b e r t s o n ' s I n s t i t u t e h a s b e e n a w a r d e d t h e t i t l e o f t h e 
4 

" f i r s t r e c o g n i s a b l e w o r k i n g m e n ' s c l u b . " 

Of t h e t w e n t y o r s o c l u b s w h i c h emerged i n t h e 

1850s and s a t i s f i e d t h e C I U's l a t e r s e a r c h f o r a p e d i g r e e , . 
5 

t h e m a j o r i t y w e r e r u r a l . T h ey were t h e c r e a t i o n s o f 

p a t e r n a l i s t l a n d l o r d s and c l e r g y m e n a n x i o u s t o c o u n t e r 

t h e b e e r s h o p s , whose s p r e a d h a d e x c i t e d much more o p p o s i t i o n 

f r o m l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s i n t h e c o u n t r y d i s t r i c t s t h a n i n 

t h e t o w n s . The Rev. S i d n e y G o d o l p h i n O s b o r n e , a s h r e w d 

o b s e r v e r o f r u r a l s o c i e t y ( a n d , a s S.G.O., an i n d e f a t i g a b l e 

c o r r e s p o n d e n t t o The T i m e s ) w r o t e i n 1852 o f t h e n e e d f o r 

" m o r a l b e e r - h o u s e s , " p a i n t i n g a p i c t u r e o f "a s i m p l e r e t r e a t , 

f u r n i s h i n g w a r m t h a n d l i g h t , b r e a d a nd c h e e s e , b a c c y a n d 

b e e r u n d e r t h e s u p e r i n t e n d e n c e o f a s t e w a r d w i t h no i n t e r e s t 

i n b e e r s a l e s . " O s b o r n e ' s d e s c r i p t i o n s o o n came t o l i f e i n 
7 

t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f B a s t a r d ' s C l u b i n B l a n d f o r d , D o r s e t 
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(named a f t e r i t s f o u n d e r a nd n o t i t s members, as C o l e a n d 

P o s t g a t e e n j o y t e l l i n g u s ) a n d . s e v e r a l o t h e r c l u b s w e r e i n 

e x i s t e n c e i n t h e s o u t h e r n c o u n t i e s b y t h e m i d d l e o f t h e 

d e c a d e . A t L i t t l e m o r e , n e a r O x f o r d , t h e l o c a l v i c a r 

f o r m e d a c l u b f o r f a r m l a b o u r e r s w h i c h p r o g r e s s i v e c h u r c h m e n 
g 

h a i l e d a s a t i m e l y e x p e r i m e n t . A t R o t h a m s t e d i n H e r t f o r d s h i r e , 

S i r J o h n L a w e s , t h e p i o n e e r a g r i c u l t u r a l c h e m i s t , e s t a b l i s h e d 

a c l u b f o r t h e w o r k e r s on h i s e s t a t e . The s u c c e s s o f h i s 

e x p e r i m e n t a t t r a c t e d a v i s i t f r o m D i c k e n s , who r e c o r d e d h i s 

a p p r o v a l , n o t i n g t h a t t h e s a l e o f b e e r i n t h e new c l u b — 
i n l i m i t e d a m o u n t s — h a d p u t t h e l o c a l v i l l a g e pub o u t o f 

9 

b u s i n e s s . . S u c h a v i c t o r y was t h e b a t t l e h o n o u r r e f o r m e r s 

w e r e p r o u d e s t t o d i s p l a y , b u t t h e m o r t a l i t y r a t e among t h e s e 

e a r l y v i l l a g e , c l u b s was h i g h , and t h e few d e t a i l s o f t h e i r 

c a r e e r s w h i c h s u r v i v e show c l e a r l y w h e r e t h e y w e r e m o s t 

v u l n e r a b l e t o w o r k i n g - c l a s s d i s a f f e c t i o n . The. p r o h i b i t i o n 

o f b e e r w h i c h p r e v a i l e d i n m o s t o f t h e s e p i o n e e r e s t a b l i s h 

m e nts was much d i s l i k e d , b u t t h e g r e a t e r o f f e n c e o f t h e f i r s t 

c l u b p r o m o t e r s i n t h e e y e s o f members was t h a t o f t h e i r 

i n t r u s i v e - : s u p e r v i s i o n o f c l u b a f f a i r s , a p a r t i c u l a r f a i l i n g 

o f t h e c l e r g y . 1 ^ T h e s e p r o b l e m s b u l k e d l a r g e i n t h e h i s t o r y 

o f t h e d e v e l o p i n g c l u b movement. 

A h a n d f u l o f town c l u b s w e r e a l s o s t a r t e d i n t h e 

1850s. 1''" Temperance was a common g u i d i n g l i g h t — l i t e r a l l y 

s o i n t h e c a s e o f t h e N o t t i n g H i l l Workman's H a l l w h e r e a 
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w o r k i n g m o d e l o f t h e E d d y s t o n e l i g h t h o u s e g u i d e d t h e c o n v e r t e d 
12 

t o i t s d o o r s — a n d c l e r g y m e n w e r e t h e commonest p r o m o t e r s . 

Among them was H e n r y S o l l y , who f o u n d e d a W o r k i n g Men's 

M u t u a l I m p r o v e m e n t and R e c r e a t i o n S o c i e t y i n L a n c a s t e r i n 

1860. The o r g a n i s e d games a t l e a s t p l e a s e d t h e l o c a l 

p o l i c e s e r g e a n t ( " I f t h i s t h i n g g o e s o n , s i r , t h e r e ' l l s o o n 

be n o t h i n g f o r us t o do") b u t t h e e x p e r i m e n t was s h o r t 

l i v e d , a n d p r o v i d e d S o l l y w i t h h a r d e v i d e n c e o f t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s 

o f e s t a b l i s h i n g a c o n s t r u c t i v e r a p p o r t b e t w e e n m i d d l e - c l a s s 

p a t r o n a n d w o r k i n g - c l a s s members. He f o u n d t h e l a t t e r ' s 

b e h a v i o u r a l t e r n a t e l y e n c o u r a g i n g and e x a s p e r a t i n g , a s 

he r e p o r t e d t o L o r d Brougham on t h e p r o g r e s s o f h i s scheme; 

one week he was warmed b y t h e i r " e a r n e s t , b r o t h e r l y z e a l , " 
13 

t h e n e x t week he was d e p r e s s e d b y t h e i r " m i s e r a b l e a p a t h y . " 

S u c h v a g a r i e s no d o u b t b e d e v i l l e d o t h e r t o wn c l u b s , f o r 
14 

t h e y w e r e n o t n o t i c e a b l y h a r d i e r t h a n t h e i r c o u n t r y c o u s i n s . 

B u t S o l l y h e l d f a i t h w i t h t h e c l u b i d e a l , and i t 

was l a r g e l y t h r o u g h h i s e n e r g i e s t h a t t h e C I U was f o u n d e d 

i n 1 8 6 2 , t o e n c o u r a g e , s u p e r v i s e and c o - o r d i n a t e t h e 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f w o r k i n g men's c l u b s a c r o s s t h e c o u n t r y . 

S o l l y h a d f o u n d t h e i d e a l p l a t f o r m f o r p r o p a g a n d a i n t h e 

S o c i a l S c i e n c e A s s o c i a t i o n , and i t was i n t h e c o u r s e o f 

i t s a n n u a l c o n g r e s s i n L o n d o n t h a t y e a r t h a t h i s l o b b y i n g 

p r o d u c e d a m e e t i n g w i t h o t h e r i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s w h i c h 
15 

e s t a b l i s h e d t h e U n i o n . The o t h e r f o u n d e r members i n c l u d e d 
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p h i l a n t h r o p i c b u s i n e s s m e n s u c h a s E d w a r d R a t h b o n e o f 

L i v e r p o o l , t h e M.P. James Heywood, E d w a r d C l a r k e , a y o u n g 

L o n d o n l a w y e r i n t e r e s t e d i n s o c i a l r e f o r m , a n d t h e Rev. 

D a v i d Thomas who h a d p i o n e e r e d c l u b s i n t h e c a p i t a l . Two 

w o r k i n g m e n w e r e p r e s e n t among t h i s p r e d o m i n a n t l y m i d d l e -

c l a s s a s s e m b l y , one o f whom, J o h n B a i n b r i d g e , h a d b e e n 

S o l l y ' s f r i e n d s i n c e t h e f o r t i e s . S o l l y p r e v a i l e d u p o n 

L o r d Brougham t o . b e t h e f i r s t p r e s i d e n t o f t h e C I U, an 

e a r l y e x a m p l e o f h i s s u c c e s s i n a t t r a c t i n g a r i s t o c r a t i c 

p a t r o n a g e . B u t t h e r e a l w o r k o f t h e U n i o n was done b y a 

s m a l l s e c r e t a r i a t , a n d i t s ; e a r l y h i s t o r y i s d o m i n a t e d b y 

s u c c e s s i v e s e c r e t a r i e s . Of t h e s e , S o l l y h i m s e l f , who h e l d 

t h e p o s t f r o m 1862-72 and r e m a i n e d a n i n f l u e n t i a l f i g u r e f o r 

s e v e r a l y e a r s t h e r e a f t e r , i s m o s t i m p o r t a n t . He e m b o d i e d t h e 

C I U, a n d h i s c r e d o e x e m p l i f i e s much t h a t was common 

t h i n k i n g b e h i n d r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n . 

S o l l y ' s i n t e r e s t i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s i m p r o v e m e n t was 

c o n d i t i o n e d b y h i s f i r s t h a n d e x p e r i e n c e o f c l a s s c o n f l i c t 
16 

i n t h e 1 8 4 0 s . B o r n i n 1814 i n t o one o f t h e w e l l - e d u c a t e d 

and c o m m e r c i a l l y p r o s p e r o u s L o n d o n d i s s e n t i n g c o m m u n i t i e s , 

S o l l y h a d b e e n e d u c a t e d a t L o n d o n U n i v e r s i t y a nd was 

d e s t i n e d i n i t i a l l y f o r t h e f a m i l y b u s i n e s s ; he c h o s e i n s t e a d 

t o e n t e r t h e U n i t a r i a n m i n i s t r y > w h i c h t o o k h i m t o t h e West 

C o u n t r y , w h e r e he became i n v o l v e d i n t h e C h a r t i s t a g i t a t i o n . 

T h i s was h i s f i r s t c o n t a c t w i t h w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e and 
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p o l i t i c s . He d i s c o v e r e d a s y m p a t h y w i t h t h e l o c a l C h a r t i s t s 

who, a s m o r a l f o r c e men, i m p r e s s e d h i m b y t h e i r i n t e l l i g e n c e 

and r e s t r a i n t a s w e l l a s t h e b a s i c j u s t i c e o f t h e i r c a s e . 

I t was i n t h i s company t h a t he met B a i n b r i d g e , . , w h o l a t e r 

moved t o L o n d o n and s e r v e d a s s o m e t h i n g o f a m a s c o t f o r 

S o l l y i n t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e C I U. B a i n b r i d g e c l e a r l y 

r e p r e s e n t e d a l l t h a t was b e s t i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e f o r 

S o l l y , a n d was most l i k e l y t h e m o d e l f o r t h e eponymous h e r o 

o f S o l l y ' s n o v e l James S a n d f o r d , C a r p e n t e r a nd C h a r t i s t , a 

w o r k i n g man who t a k e s W i l l i a m L o v e t t f o r h i s h e r o a n d a d m i t s 

t h e good s e n s e o f w o r k i n g w i t h r a t h e r t h a n a g a i n s t m i d d l e - c l a s s 

r e f o r m i s m . A f t e r t h e e x c i t e m e n t s o f t h e C h a r t i s t y e a r s , 

s t r e n u o u s s e l f - h e l p b r i n g s S a n d f o r d t h e p r o p r i e t o r s h i p o f a 

s m a l l b u s i n e s s , t h e h a p p y - e v e r - a f t e r denouement o f t h e 

b o u r g e o i s p r e s c r i p t i o n f o r w o r k i n g - c l a s s c o n t e n t m e n t . 

D u r i n g t h e c o u r s e o f h i s p r o g r e s s , S a n d f o r d m e e t s w i t h a nd 

r e s i s t s t h e a p p e a l s o f t h e d a r k f o r c e s w i t h i n t h e w o r k i n g -

c l a s s c o m m u n i t y , r e p r e s e n t e d b y t h e p h y s i c a l f o r c e C h a r t i s t s 
17 

w i t h t h e i r c r e d u l o u s i n f a t u a t i o n w i t h F e a r g u s O'Connor. 

Thus f o r S o l l y t h e c o n f r o n t a t i o n s o f t h e f o r t i e s r e v e a l e d 

two d i s t i n c t a n d c o n t r a r y f a c e s t o t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s . 

D u r i n g t h e s e y e a r s S o l l y a l s o l e a r n t a t f i r s t h a n d 

o f t h e g u l f b e t w e e n t h e c l a s s e s ; t h e e l d e r s o f h i s c h u r c h i n 

Y e o v i l h a d b e e n s o a f f r i g h t e d b y C h a r t i s m t h a t t h e y h a d 

t h r e a t e n e d t o w i t h h o l d S o l l y ' s s t i p e n d when t h e y l e a r n t o f 

• i 
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h i s i m p l i c a t i o n i n t h e movement. S o l l y was a n a t u r a l c o n v e r t 

t o J o s e p h S t u r g e ' s C o m p l e t e S u f f r a g e U n i o n o f 1 8 4 2 , w h i c h 

was f o r m e d e x p r e s s l y t o e f f e c t a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n b e t w e e n 

m i d d l e and w o r k i n g c l a s s e s b e h i n d a r e f o r m programme f r e e 

o f a l l a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h O ' C o n n o r i t e m i l i t a n c y , and he 

e n l i s t e d a s one o f t h e movement's m i s s i o n a r i e s . ; H i s 

a p p e t i t e f o r p o l i t i c a l r e f o r m s u b s i d e d a f t e r t h e f o r t i e s , 

a n d u n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e o f C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s m he t u r n e d t o 

s o c i a l q u e s t i o n s . H i s c o n t i n u i n g c o n c e r n h e r e was t h a t t h e 

c l a s s e s s h o u l d w ork f o r i m p r o v e m e n t i n c o n c e r t , a n d t h u s 

p r e c l u d e a r e t u r n t o t h e d a n g e r o u s d i v i s i o n s o f t h e C h a r t i s t 

y e a r s . 

S o l l y ' s a m b i v a l e n t a t t i t u d e t o t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s 

p e r s i s t e d i n t o t h e s i x t i e s . A t h i s m o s t o p t i m i s t i c , S o l l y 

c a s t them a s " t h e new G r e e k s , " whose g e n i u s f o r a s s o c i a t i o n 

w o u l d , when e f f e c t i v e l y r e l e a s e d , r e n o v a t e n a t i o n a l l i f e , 

w h i c h he c o n s i d e r e d d a n g e r o u s l y d e c a y e d due t o t h e r e c k l e s s 

c o m p e t i t i o n a n d m a t e r i a l i s m o f b o t h t h e a r i s t o c r a c y a n d 
18 

t h e m i d d l e c l a s s . B u t t h i s same c a n k e r w h i c h was 

d e m o r a l i s i n g t h e u p p e r l e v e l s o f s o c i e t y was l i a b l e t o 

d i s r u p t t h o s e o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s n e c e s s a r i l y c a s t a s 

h e l o t s o r w o r s e : . 
E v e r y a d v a n c e i n m a t e r i a l p r o s p e r i t y p r e s e n t s i n c r e a s e d 
t e m p t a t i o n s and f a c i l i t i e s t o t h e d e s t i t u t e and 
c r i m i n a l c l a s s e s f o r more d i r e c t v i o l a t i o n s o f t h e 
e i g h t h commandment. What w o u l d a f o r c e o f e i g h t 
o r n i n e t h o u s a n d p o l i c e be a g a i n s t t h e 150,000 r o u g h s 
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and v i l l a i n s whom, on some s u f f i c i e n t l y e x c i t i n g 
o c c a s i o n , t h e m e t r o p o l i s m i g h t s e e a r r a y e d v e r s u s 
l a w and o r d e r ... we m u s t n o t c o n c e a l f r o m o u r s e l v e s 
t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f L o n d o n e r s h a v i n g t o l i v e f r o m 
t i m e t o t i m e u n d e r t h e p r o t e c t i o n and e v e n r u l e 
o f t h e m i l i t a r y ; t h a t a g a i n m i g h t r a i s e t h e l a b o u r i n g 
c l a s s e s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y , and g i v e u s a 
c i v i l o r s e r v i l e w a r . 1 9 

The g a r o t t i n g s c a r e i n West End s t r e e t s and a r e c e n t b r e a d 

r i o t i n t h e E a s t End moved S o l l y t o r a i s e t h i s s p e c t r e o f 

i n s u r r e c t i o n i n a n a d d r e s s i n 1868 t o t h e R o y a l S o c i e t y o f 

A r t s , and h i s w a r n i n g s r e f l e c t t h e u n d e r l y i n g n e r v o u s n e s s 

among h i s c l a s s a t t h e c o n t i n u i n g c o m b u s t i b i l i t y o f t h e 

m a s s e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e c a p i t a l . 

To S o l l y t h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f a w e l l o r d e r e d a n d 

h a r m o n i o u s s o c i e t y d e p e n d e d upon e d u c a t i n g t h e w o r k i n g 

c l a s s e s t o r e c o g n i s e t h a t t h e e x i s t i n g s y s t e m o f f e r e d t h e 

b e s t , and i n d e e d t h e o n l y g u a r a n t e e t h a t t h e i n t e r e s t s o f 

b o t h c a p i t a l a nd l a b o u r w o u l d be w e l l and e q u i t a b l y s e r v e d . 

The b e t t e r e l e m e n t s among t h e w o r k i n g m e n w o u l d come t o t h i s 

r e a l i s a t i o n v o l u n t a r i l y i f t h e y c o u l d f i n d s a n c t u a r y f r o m 

t h e i g n o r a n t c l a m o u r o f t h e pub a n d t h e b a s e n e s s t h a t l u r k e d 

among t h e i r f e l l o w s ; " t h e more p r u d e n t , w o r t h i e r members o f 

t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s , " n o t e d S o l l y , " a r e t o o o f t e n d r a g g e d 

down b y t h e i r r e c k l e s s , d r i n k i n g , c o w a r d l y o r d i s h o n e s t 
20 

n e i g h b o u r s . " The c l u b was t h e r i g h t m i l i e u w i t h i n w h i c h 

t h e n e c e s s a r y e d u c a t i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g m a n c o u l d p r o c e e d ; 

i t p r o v i d e d f i r s t l y f o r r e c r e a t i o n , w h i c h S o l l y r e c o g n i s e d 

a s a b a s i c n e e d o f s o c i a l w e l f a r e , b u t i t a l s o c o n s t i t u t e d 
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a n i n f o r m a l t e a c h i n g s i t u a t i o n i n t o w h i c h more s e r i o u s 

m a t t e r s c o u l d g r a d u a l l y be i n t r o d u c e d . The p r i n c i p l e was 

e x p l a i n e d i n S o l l y ' s t h e o r y o f t h e i n c l i n e d p l a n e : 

B e g i n by m e e t i n g t h e w o r k i n g m e n ' s h u m b l e s t s o c i a l 
w a n t s f o r r e l a x a t i o n a n d amusement, and y o u may l i f t 
o u r h a r d w o r k e d b r e t h r e n by d e g r e e s up t o v e r y 
r e s p e c t a b l e h e i g h t s o f k n o w l e d g e and e d u c a t i o n .. 
You f a i l i f y o u p r e s e n t t h e t h i c k e n d o f t h e p l a n e 
f i r s t . 2 1 

A c c o r d i n g l y , he e x p l a i n e d , some i n c i d e n t a l d i s c u s s i o n on 

news o f t h e d a y c o u l d l e a d t o r e g u l a r c l a s s e s w h i c h , h a d 

t h e y c o n s t i t u t e d t h e o n l y i t e m o n t h e c l u b programme, w o u l d 

h a v e b e e n i m p a l a t a b l e t o t h e a v e r a g e w o r k i n g m a n . Head o f 

t h e l i s t o f s u g g e s t e d t o p i c s was p o l i t i c a l economy. " I f 

t h e y (workingmen) were a s k e d a t t h e o u t s e t t o j o i n s u c h a 

c l a s s , " S o l l y m a i n t a i n e d , " t h e y w o u l d n e v e r c o n s e n t ; b u t 

i f t h e y o n c e a t t e n d e d s u c h c l a s s e s , t h e y w o u l d d i s c o v e r 

t h a t p o l i t i c a l e c o n o m i s t s w e r e n o t s t r i v i n g t o e n f o r c e l a w s 

o f t h e i r own o r a n y b o d y ' s m a k i n g , b u t s i m p l y s e e k i n g t o 
22 

i n t e r p r e t t h e l a w s o f God." S o l l y c h o s e t h e w o r d c l u b 

f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n s o f s o c i a b i l i t y a nd r e l a x a t i o n b u t t h e 

i n c l u s i o n o f i n s t i t u t e i n t h e U n i o n ' s t i t l e was meant t o 

i n d i c a t e i t s s e r i o u s e d u c a t i o n a l i n t e n t i o n s , and t h e r e was 

n e v e r any d i s s e m b l i n g a s t o i t s u l t i m a t e p u r p o s e o f s o c i a l 

i n d o c t r i n a t i o n . 

The s u c c e s s o f t h e scheme was, i n S o l l y ' s m i n d , 

v e r y much d e p e n d e n t upon t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f t h e m i d d l e 
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and u p p e r c l a s s e s . T h e y w e r e t o p r o v i d e t h e i n i t i a t i v e , 

t h e s t i m u l u s ab e x t r a , a s he c a l l e d i t . W o r k i n g a t t h e l o c a l 

l e v e l t h e y w o u l d e s t a b l i s h c l u b s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e g u i d e l i n e s 

recommended b y t h e C I U. The w o r k e r s t h e m s e l v e s w e re 

e x p e c t e d e v e n t u a l l y t o t a k e o v e r t h e c o m p l e t e management o f 

t h e c l u b s , b u t t h e p r a c t i c e o f s o c i a l c o n t a c t b e t w e e n t h e 

c l a s s e s w o u l d b y t h e n be f i r m l y i m p l a n t e d . I t was an e x p r e s s 

p u r p o s e o f t h e c l u b s 

... t o f o r m a c e n t r e o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n b e t w e e n men 
o f a l l c l a s s e s i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e w e l f a r e o f t h e 
p e o p l e ; t o b r i n g a b o u t a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g 23 
b e t w e e n men o f d i f f e r e n t o c c u p a t i o n s and s t a n d i n g s . 

C o m m u n i c a t i o n w o u l d be f a c i l i t a t e d b y i n s t r u c t i n g w o r k i n g m e n 

i n t h e p r o p e r f o r m s o f a d d r e s s and c o n v e r s a t i o n — " g e t t i n g 

r i d o f t h a t w h i c h makes men r e p e l l e n t i n o r d i n a r y i n t e r c o u r s e , " 

a s E. V. N e a l e e x p l a i n e d i n h i s c l u b l e c t u r e s on T r u e 
24 

R e f i n e m e n t . C o r d i a l i t y a n d good manners w o u l d t h e n 

a l l o w s u c h p r a c t i c a l r e t u r n s a s t h e a r b i t r a t i o n a n d c o n c i l i a 

t i o n o f i n d u s t r i a l d i s p u t e s a n d " t h e i n t e r c h a n g e o f k i n d 
„25 s e r v i c e s . " 

S o l l y was i n d e f a t i g a b l e i n p u r s u i n g h i s dream ( " T h i s 

i s Mr. S o l l y , " H e n r y F a w c e t t r e m a r k e d d r i l y t o h i s w i f e , "who 

t h i n k s Heaven i s made o f w o r k i n g men's c l u b s " ) b u t h i s 

s i n g l e - m i n d e d n e s s was a m i x e d b l e s s i n g t o t h e movement. 

B e n j a m i n H a l l , t h e C I U's f i r s t o f f i c i a l h i s t o r i a n , w r o t e 

t h a t S o l l y h a d two j o b s t o do i n h i s c a p a c i t y a s U n i o n 

s e c r e t a r y : he h a d t o o b t a i n s u p p o r t , f i n a n c i a l a n d m o r a l , 
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f r o m non-workmen; and he h a d t o i n t e r e s t t h e workmen 
26 

t h e m s e l v e s . He was more s u c c e s s f u l i n t h e f i r s t t a s k . 

H a l l , who was n o t w h o l l y u n c r i t i c a l o f h i s p r e d e c e s s o r , 

was n o n e t h e l e s s d a z z l e d b y S o l l y ' s s k i l l i n r a i s i n g 

s u b s c r i p t i o n s , d e c l a r i n g t h a t " s o c o m p r e h e n s i v e a l i s t o f 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d men and women o f t h e V i c t o r i a n e r a , l e d b y 

L o r d C h a n c e l l o r s and A r c h b i s h o p s , was n e v e r b e f o r e o r s i n c e 
27 

a t t r a c t e d t o a n y scheme." The t e n a c i t y w i t h w h i c h S o l l y 

p u r s u e d a r i s t o c r a t i c p a t r o n a g e bemused and u l t i m a t e l y . 

e x a s p e r a t e d L o r d L y t t e l t o n , who s u c c e e d e d Brougham a s 

P r e s i d e n t . L y t t e l t o n c o n f e s s e d t o t h e l a t t e r t h a t he h a d 

a l l o w e d h i m s e l f t o succumb t o " o u r p e r s e v e r i n g f r i e n d , " 
and be u s e d "a s a j a c k a l t o g e t l e t t e r s a nd o p i n i o n s f r o m 

2 8 
t h e n o b i l i t y " ; he f i n a l l y r e b e l l e d a f t e r " t e n y e a r s o f 

29 

r i d i c u l o u s g y r a t i o n s . " T h e r e was s o m e t h i n g o f t h e s o c i a l 

c l i m b e r i n S o l l y w h i c h may h a v e b e e n a n x i o u s t o c o m p e n s a t e 

f o r t h e o c c a s i o n a l o s t r a c i s m he h a d s u f f e r e d a s a U n i t a r i a n , " 

o r may more s i m p l y h a v e r e f l e c t e d t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c d e s i r e 

o f h i s c l a s s f o r l o r d l y c o n t a c t and r e c o g n i t i o n ; i n a n y 

c a s e , i t i s c l e a r t h a t he was more s o l i c i t o u s o f n o b l e t h a n 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s company. W i t h i n t h e c o u n c i l o f t h e C I U he 

r o d e r o u g h s h o d o v e r Thomas P a t e r s o n , t h e m o s t p r o m i n e n t 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s member, and i n 1 8 7 0 , when S o l l y was a t i s s u e 

w i t h t h e c o u n c i l a s a w h o l e and a t t e m p t e d b r i e f l y t o f o r m 

a r i v a l o r g a n i s a t i o n , i t i s n o t i c e a b l e t h a t t h o u g h he 
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c o n t r i v e d t o r e d i r e c t t h e s u b s c r i p t i o n s o f m o s t o f t h e 

Dukes and E a r l s t o h i s new scheme he was u n a b l e t o command 
31 

t h e a l l e g i e n c e o f t h e r a n k a n d f i l e c l u b members. 

P a t e r s o n i s a n o b s c u r e f i g u r e and i t w o u l d be t o o f a c i l e t o 

i n t e r p r e t h i s c l a s h w i t h S o l l y i n e x c l u s i v e l y c l a s s t e r m s , 

e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e t h e l a t t e r was t o l d b y James H o l e t h a t he 

was " w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n t h e m o s t d e f i c i e n t i n t a c t o f any 

man i n a p u b l i c c a p a c i t y , " a d e f i c i e n c y w h i c h , a s we h a v e 

s e e n , c o u l d e x a s p e r a t e an a r i s t o c r a t a s e a s i l y . a s an a r t i s a n . 

B u t t h e c o u r t r e v o l t a g a i n s t S o l l y was a g a i n s t h i s a u t h o r i t a 

r i a n i s m , a n d i t i s p l a i n t h a t t h i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l i e n a t e d 

w o r k i n g men w i t h whom he w o r k e d i n o t h e r i m p r o v e m e n t s c h e m e s . 

As one o f them w r o t e : 
Mr. S o l l y ' s d i f f e r e n t a t t e m p t s a t s i m i l a r movements 
h a v e n o t recommended h i m t o t h e w o r k i n g men. He 
h a s n e v e r w o r k e d u n l e s s a l l o w e d t h e e n t i r e l e a d a s 
w e l l a s g o o d p a y . And h a s n e v e r b e e n o v e r s c r u p u l o u s 
i n o b t a i n i n g h i s e n d s . 3 3 

I t i s d o u b t f u l i f t h e l o r d l y g u i n e a s t h a t S o l l y a t t r a c t e d 

w e r e a l w a y s s u f f i c i e n t c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r t h e i l l - f e e l i n g 

g e n e r a t e d by h i s o f t e n i r a s c i b l e m i s s i o n a r y z e a l . 

The C I U g r e w b u t s l o w l y d u r i n g i t s e a r l y y e a r s a n d 

H a l l i d e n t i f i e d v a r i o u s g e n e r a l d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a t i m p e d e d 
34 

i t s p r o g r e s s . Of t h e s e , 'The G r e a t B e e r Q u e s t i o n ' and 

t h e c o m p l i c a t i o n s o f p a t r o n a g e w e i g h e d h e a v i e s t . B e e r was 

c e n t r a l t o w o r k i n g - c l a s s c u l t u r e b u t m o s t l y a b h o r r e n t t o 

m i d d l e - c l a s s r e f o r m e r s . S o l l y h i m s e l f was a n a c t i v e 
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t e e t o t a l l e r , a n d t h o u g h t h e o r i g i n a l p r o s p e c tus:, ;f o r t h e 

C I U . d i s c l a i m e d any c o n n e x i o n w i t h t h e T o t a l A b s t i n e n c e 

movement i t recommended p r o h i b i t i o n o f t h e s a l e o f l i q u o r , 

a n d S o l l y m a i l e d a c o p y o f t h e p r o s p e c t u s t o e v e r y t e m p e r a n c e 
35 

s o c i e t y - i n t h e c o u n t r y . Many o f t h e c l u b s o f t h e 1 8 5 0 s 

h a d b e e n s t r i c t l y t e e t o t a l and H odgson P r a t t , S o l l y ' s 

s u c c e s s o r t o t h e s e c r e t a r y s h i p , r e c o l l e c t e d t h a t l o c a l 

c a d r e s o f t e m p e r a n c e w o r k i n g m e n , b a c k e d b y d i s c r e e t 

s u b s i d i e s f r o m w e a l t h y s y m p a t h i s e r s , h a d f o u n d e d a s u b s t a n t i a l 

number o f t h e new c l u b s f o l l o w i n g t h e i n c e p t i o n o f t h e U n i o n 

i n 1 862. P r a t t a l s o r e c a l l e d how u n p o p u l a r t h e s e ' t e m p e r a n c e 
3 6 

s h o p s ' h a d b e e n w i t h o t h e r w o r k i n g m e n . Brougham a n d 

L y t t e l t o n o f t h e U n i o n c o u n c i l h a d f r o m t h e o u t s e t a d v i s e d 

S o l l y a g a i n s t e n f o r c i n g p r o h i b i t i o n . L y t t e l t o n , who was 

an e n t h u s i a s t i c s u p p o r t e r o f t h e C I U, t o o k h i s m o d e l f o r 

t h e w o r k i n g m e n ' s c l u b s f r o m t h e g e n t l e m a n ' s c l u b s o f P a l l 

M a l l and S t . J a m e s , a n d a r g u e d t h a t d r i n k i n m o d e r a t e 
37 

amounts h a d a n a t u r a l p l a c e i n s o c i a l l i f e . As a l o r d , 

he was more l i k e l y t o p r e v a i l w i t h S o l l y t h a n o t h e r c o u n c i l 

members, b u t w h a t seemed f i n a l l y t o e f f e c t t h e l a t t e r ' s 

c o n v e r s i o n t o t o l e r a n c e o n t h e b e e r q u e s t i o n was t h e 

r e s p e c t a b l e c h a r a c t e r o f t h o s e c l u b s w h i c h h a d i g n o r e d t h e 

C I U r u l i n g a n d s o l d b e e r t o t h e i r members f r o m t h e 

b e g i n n i n g . 
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A t s e v e r a l c o n f e r e n c e s i n t h e m i d a n d l a t e s i x t i e s 

S o l l y h e a r d t h e w o r k i n g m e n 1 s c a s e : t h a t t h e y d r a n k b e e r 

f o r t h e company r a t h e r t h a n f r o m an u n m a n a g e a b l e l u s t f o r . 

b e e r , t h a t t e a a n d c o f f e e w e re i n a d e q u a t e r e f r e s h m e n t a f t e r 

a s h i f t down t h e m i n e s o r i n t h e s t e e l m i l l s , and t h a t t h e 

c l u b s w o u l d f o s t e r m o d e r a t i o n b y m o v i n g men o u t o f r a n g e o f 

t h e p u b l i c a n w i t h h i s e n c o u r a g e m e n t o f t r a d i t i o n a l c u s t o m s 
38 

o f ' t r e a t i n g a n d t o s s i n g ' . T h e s e a r g u m e n t s w e r e n o t n e w — 

t h e y w e r e m o s t l y common e n o u g h c o u n t e r s t o t h e t e m p e r a n c e 

c a s e - - b u t now t h e y w e r e p r o v e n i n p r a c t i c e , a n d w e r e 

s u p p o r t e d b y c l u b p a t r o n s who h a d b e e n won o v e r f r o m a n 

i n i t i a l h o s t i l i t y t o s t r o n g d r i n k . U n i o n o f f i c i a l s t r i e d 

t o p r o m o t e c o f f e e a s a n a l t e r n a t i v e b e v e r a g e a n d t o o k c l u b 

s e c r e t a r i e s on t o u r s o f t h e c o f f e e t a v e r n s , b u t t h e c l u b m e n 

w e r e u n i m p r e s s e d b y t h e " b l a c k d o s e o f c h i c o r y s o u p " a s a 
39 

s o u r c e o f r e f r e s h m e n t o r g o o d c h e e r , a n d b y 1871 H e n r y 

S o l l y was t o be f o u n d u r g i n g t h e S o c i a l S c i e n c e A s s o c i a t i o n 

t o r e c o g n i s e t h e f a c t t h a t t h e g r e a t m a j o r i t y o f B r i t i s h 

workmen w e r e . " m o d e r a t e d r i n k e r s " who w o u l d n e v e r j o i n a. 
40 

c l u b w i t h o u t b e e r . The y o u n g L o r d R o s e b e r y e n d e a r e d h i m s e l f 

t o c l u b m e n b y d e l i v e r i n g t h e f i n a l b l o w f o r t o l e r a n c e a t 

t h e t h i r t e e n t h a n n u a l m e e t i n g o f t h e U n i o n f o u r y e a r s 

l a t e r . A s g u e s t s p e a k e r he d e c l a r e d t h a t e a c h c l u b " s h o u l d 

be f r e e f r o m a l l v e x a t i o n s a n d c h i l d i s h r e s t r i c t i o n s on 
41 t h e s u p p l y o f i n t o x i c a t i n g d r i n k s a n d a l l s i m i l a r m a t t e r s . " 
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The p a t r o n a g e i s s u e c o n s t i t u t e d a more o b s t i n a t e 

p r o b l e m t h a n t h e G r e a t B e e r Q u e s t i o n , t h o u g h t h e two w e re 

c l o s e l y c o n n e c t e d , f o r t h e p r o h i b i t i o n o f b e e r e x e m p l i f i e d 

t h e t i g h t c o n t r o l w h i c h m o s t e a r l y p a t r o n s c o n s i d e r e d 

a p p r o p r i a t e f o r c l u b members. D r a w i n g on t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e 

o f o t h e r p r o m o t i o n s , s e v e r a l s p e a k e r s t o t h e S o c i a l S c i e n c e 

A s s o c i a t i o n h a d w a r n e d o f w o r k i n g m e n ' s r e s e n t m e n t o f 
42 

m a n i p u l a t i o n and a u t o c r a c y , b u t c l u b p a t r o n s w e r e 

c o n f i d e n t t h a t t h e y knew b e s t . A s Ben H a l l r e m a r k e d : " I t 

may be t a k e n " f o r g r a n t e d t h a t w h a t t o o k p l a c e i n t h e 

m a j o r i t y o f c l u b s i n t h e f i r s t y e a r o f o u r U n i o n was n o t 
43 

w h a t t h e members w i s h e d , b u t w h a t was a l l o w e d . " A f t e r 

t e n y e a r s ' a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h t h e C I U an a r t i s a n r e p o r t e d 

t o The T i m e s t h a t l i t t l e h a d c h a n g e d ; t h e c l u b s , he m a i n t a i n e d , 
o f f e r e d o n l y a s e c u l a r v e r s i o n o f " t h e c u p o f t e a and t r a c t 

44 

f o r m u l a . " S o l l y was aware o f t h e members' c r i t i c i s m s a n d 

i n one o f t h e U n i o n p a m p h l e t s e x p l a i n i n g c l u b p h i l o s o p h y t o 

p r o s p e c t i v e p a t r o n s he r e p r o d u c e d one o f t h e w o r k i n g men's 

c o m p l a i n t s : "We h a v e m a s t e r s a l l d a y l o n g , and we d o n ' t 

w ant them a t n i g h t . " The m o t t o o f t h e movement, e m p h a s i s e d 

S o l l y , m u s t . b e " S u p p l e m e n t , n o t s u p e r s e d e . " The m i d d l e 

c l a s s e s must p r i m e t h e pump, b u t t h e w o r k e r s were t o be 

g i v e n e v e r y e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o w o r k t o w a r d s i n d e p e n d e n t 

management, and U n i o n p o l i c y recommended t h a t a t l e a s t h a l f 

t h e members o f a n y c l u b ' s g o v e r n i n g c o m m i t t e e s h o u l d be 

b o n a - f i d e w o r k i n g men. P a t r o n s , a d v i s e d S o l l y , must c o n d u c t 
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t h e m s e l v e s a s f r i e n d s , n o t m a s t e r s . 

S o l l y ' s own o v e r b e a r i n g manner r e v e a l s how 

d i f f i c u l t i t was t o r e c o n c i l e t h i s p r e s c r i p t i o n w i t h 

e x i s t i n g c l a s s r o l e s ; m o r e o v e r , h o w e v e r much c o n f i d e n c e 

U n i o n p r o p a g a n d a e x p r e s s e d i n t h e w o r k i n g m a n , S o l l y and 

o t h e r m i d d l e - c l a s s s u p p o r t e r s o f t h e movement had c o n s i d e r a b l e 

m i s g i v i n g s a b o u t h i s a b i l i t y t o i n i t i a t e o r m a i n t a i n an 

o r d e r l y and e f f i c i e n t o r g a n i s a t i o n . A s one o t h e r w i s e 

e n c o u r a g i n g a r t i c l e on t h e c l u b s p o i n t e d o u t when t h e C I U 

was f o r m e d : 

... i f s u c h i n s t i t u t i o n s a r e l e f t e n t i r e l y t o t h e 
w o r k i n g c l a s s e s t h e y w i l l be d e f i c i e n t i n p o w e r , 
method a n d s t a b i l i t y , and f o r want o f t h e 
c o n s e r v a t i v e e l e m e n t w i l l be e v e r i n d a n g e r o f 
f a l l i n g t o p i e c e s . 4 6 

A t t h e i n a u g u r a l t e a p a r t y o f t h e B o l t o n W. M. C. Edmund 

A s h w o r t h w a r n e d : 

We s h a l l a l w a y s f i n d a number o f men, p e r h a p s , 
whose e d u c a t i o n h a s b e e n a c q u i r e d i n t h e p u b , 
a n d t h e i m p r o p r i e t i e s o f s u c h c h a r a c t e r s w i l l 
be d i f f i c u l t t o c o n t r o l , e x c e p t y o u h a v e a 
v i g o r o u s c o m m i t t e e and a n a b s o l u t e a u t h o r i t y t o 
e n f o r c e g o o d o r d e r . Y o u may f i n d s o m e t i m e s a 
l i t t l e d i f f i c u l t y b u t I s u g g e s t t h a t a b s o l u t e 
a u t h o r i t y be p l a c e d i n t h e h a n d s o f one i n d i v i d u a l 
a n d t h a t t h e c o m m i t t e e be a l w a y s a t h and t o 
s u p p o r t h i s a u t h o r i t y . 4 7 

I n r e c o u n t i n g t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e e a r l y y e a r s H a l l c o n f e s s e d : 

"As we know now, f a i l u r e l a y p r i n c i p a l l y i n t h e f a c t t h a t 

t h e c l u b s w e re n o t s p o n t a n e o u s l y o r i g i n a t e d and d e m o c r a t i c a l l y 

c o n t r o l l e d . " I n e x p l a n a t i o n he o f f e r e d t h e s t a n d a r d a p o l o g i a 

t h a t w o r k i n g m e n t h e n "were l i t t l e c a p a b l e o f t h e t h o u g h t o f , 
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o r t h e power t o o r i g i n a t e and manage c l u b s u n t i l t a u g h t 
48 

and i n s p i r e d by o t h e r s . " 

C e r t a i n l y , o u t s i d e s u p p o r t was o f t e n i n v a l u a b l e 

i n e s t a b l i s h i n g c l u b s ; g r a n t i n g p r e m i s e s , g u a r a n t e e i n g r e n t s 

and m o r t g a g e s , a d v a n c i n g l o a n s , p r o v i d i n g a l e g a l u m b r e l l a — 

t h e s e w e re s e r v i c e s t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s c o u l d n o t e a s i l y 

p r o v i d e f o r t h e m s e l v e s . B u t members o b j e c t e d t o t h e f u r t h e r 

t u t e l a g e t h e y w e re o b l i g e d t o a c c e p t , " t h e c u p o f t e a and 
49 

t r a c t f o r m u l a " t h a t i n c l u d e d c e n s o r s h i p o f e n t e r t a i n m e n t s 

a n d a b a n on a l l p o l i t i c a l d i s c u s s i o n . 

The G I U o l i g a r c h y was p a r t i c u l a r l y a n x i o u s t o 

k e e p p o l i t i c s o u t o f t h e c l u b s . S o l l y h a d p r o m o t e d t h e c l u b 

i d e a l a s n o n - s e c t a r i a n i n m a t t e r s o f r e l i g i o n and p o l i t i c s — 

"a g r e e n s p o t , " a s one o f h i s s u p p o r t e r s o n c e p u t i t , 

"where a l l s h a d e s o f o p i n i o n , c r e e d , o r c a l l i n g c a n meet 
50 

i n harmony w i t h one a n o t h e r . " Though he was s y m p a t h e t i c 

t o t h e L o n d o n j u n t a o f t r a d e u n i o n l e a d e r s he s h u t 

G e o r g e H o w e l l o u t o f t h e C I U c o u n c i l i n 1866 a s an 

u n d e s i r a b l e a g i t a t o r , and i n 1870 when he was j o i n t e d i t o r 

o f t h e B e e h i v e f o r a f e w m o n t h s , he t r i e d h a r d t o c o u n t e r 

b a l a n c e t h e r a d i c a l v i e w s o f G e o r g e P o t t e r , t h e f o u n d e r 
51 

o f t h e famous w o r k i n g - c l a s s p a p e r . " P o l i t i c s , " S o l l y 
o n c e d e c l a r e d , i n a d e s p e r a t e l y i n g e n u o u s r e m a r k , " s h o u l d 

52 

be s t u d i e d w i t h o u t r e f e r e n c e t o p o l i t i c s . " He - f e a r e d 

t h a t t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s w o u l d r e t u r n t o t h e p o l i t i c a l 
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a d v e n t u r i s m o f t h i r t y y e a r s p r e v i o u s and d e s t r o y t h e 

l i k e l i h o o d o f a c h i e v i n g t h e f r a t e r n a l c l a s s c o n s e n s u s he 

y e a r n e d f o r . W. T. M a r r i o t t , Q. C , a l o n g - s t a n d i n g 

s u p p o r t e r and c o u n c i l member, o f t h e C I U, t o l d a u n i o n 

s o i r e e i n t h e e a r l y e i g h t i e s t h a t he w o u l d s a y n o t h i n g 

a g a i n s t p o l i t i c a l c l u b s , " b u t he much p r e f e r r e d s o c i a l 

c l u b s , b e c a u s e i n t h e l a t t e r t h e r e w o u l d be more f a i r . p l a y 
53 

( l o u d c r i e s o f 'No' and ' Y e s ' ) • " F a i r p l a y i n t h e e a r l y 

y e a r s o f t h e C I U h a d m eant.no p l a y ; i n t h e s e v e n t i e s , a s 

m i d d l e - c l a s s c o n t r o l o f i n d i v i d u a l c l u b s was s u p p l a n t e d , 

many o f them p r o v i d e d s t r o n g p o l i t i c a l c o n t e n t , and b y 
18.81 S o l l y e s t i m a t e d t h e i r number a t b e t w e e n f i v e t o s i x 

54 
h u n d r e d . 

F r i c t i o n b e t w e e n p a t r o n s a n d members a p p e a r e d 

l e a s t i n s m a l l t o w n s , and i t was t h i s t y p e o f c l u b w h i c h 

f a r e d b e s t i n t h e f i r s t y e a r s o f t h e C I U's h i s t o r y . I n 

a l i s t o f one h u n d r e d and t h r e e c l u b s known t o t h e U n i o n 

i n 1869 o n l y n i n e w e r e i n t h e b i g t o w n s o r m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

d i s t r i c t s ; two y e a r s l a t e r , d e s p i t e an o v e r a l l i n c r e a s e 
55 

i n number, t h e p r o p o r t i o n s h a d s c a r c e l y c h a n g e d . I t was 

a s m a l T ' t o w n w h i c h p r o v i d e d t h e U n i o n e x e c u t i v e w i t h i t s 

m o d e l c l u b - - W i s b e c h W M C i n C a m b r i d g e s h i r e . Hodgson P r a t t 

a w a r d e d W i s b e c h f i r s t p r i z e a f t e r a t o u r o f c l u b l a n d i n 

1 8 7 0 , and i t r e p r e s e n t e d t h e i d e a l t o h i m and S o l l y f o r 

more t h a n a d e c a d e . I t s p a t r o n s w e r e d r a w n f r o m t h e 

http://meant.no


229 

p r o m i n e n t l o c a l Q u a k e r f a m i l y / t h e P e c k o v e r s , a nd i n a 

town o f n i n e t h o u s a n d i t e n j o y e d a m e m b e r s h i p o f o v e r e i g h t 

h u n d r e d w o r k i n g men. I t i n c o r p o r a t e d i t s own c o - o p e r a t i v e 

s o c i e t y , s a v i n g s b a n k , l i b r a r y a n d a l l o t m e n t scheme; i t 

s t a y e d t e e t o t a l a n d , i n S o l l y ' s w o r d s , " e s c h e w e d p o l e m i c s . " 

S t r o n g t r a d i t i o n s o f d e f e r e n c e a nd a m a r k e d c o m m u n i t y 

i d e n t i t y g a ve t h e c l u b i t s s t a b i l i t y ^ The o t h e r s u c c e s s f u l 

c l u b s w h i c h i m p r e s s e d P r a t t d u r i n g h i s t o u r w e re i n 

B r i d l i n g t o n a n d N o r t h Ormesby, and one o f t h e few e n t h u s i a s t i c 

r e p o r t s f r o m w o r k i n g m e n i n t h e s e y e a r s came f r o m S c a r b o r o u g h , 
57 

a n o t h e r s m a l l u r b a n c e n t r e . 

The h a l t i n g p r o g r e s s o f t h e movement i n t h e l a r g e 

t o w n s a n d c i t i e s r e f l e c t e d t h e t e n s i o n s o f a more d i v i s i v e 

c l a s s s o c i e t y . C I U r e p o r t s a t t r i b u t e d s l o w g r o w t h i n 

t h e c a p i t a l t o t h e f r a g m e n t e d n a t u r e o f i t s w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

c o m m u n i t y a n d t h e a b u n d a n t r i v a l a t t r a c t i o n s o f a g r e a t c i t y . ^ 

S o l l y f e l t t h a t t h e r o o t o f t h e p r o b l e m l a y w i t h t h e t r a d e 

s o c i e t i e s . The U n i o n e n c o u r a g e d workmen t o u s e c l u b 

p r e m i s e s f o r t h e i r t r a d e s ' and f r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s m e e t i n g s 

r a t h e r t h a n t h e p u b , b u t L o n d o n t r a d e s o c i e t i e s ' l e a d e r s 

f e a r e d t h e e m p l o y e r ' s h a n d i n t h i s , f o r d u r i n g t h e 1859 

b u i l d e r s ' s t r i k e t h e m a s t e r s h a d a t t e m p t e d t o s e t up 

w o r k i n g m e n ' s i n s t i t u t e s t o s u p p l a n t t h e e x i s t i n g h o u s e s o f 
59 

c a l l a n d s h e l t e r a n d i n d o c t r i n a t e n o n - u n i o n i s e d l a b o u r . 

S o l l y met w i t h t h e t r a d e s ' l e a d e r s a nd w e n t some way t o 
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appeasing t h e i r fears, but there were s t i l l considerable 

working-class misgivings about the motives of the Union patrons, 

and the annual meeting of 1866 remarked on "the suspicion 
6 0 

with which the great mass of the workmen view the Union." 

Just as the working men held back, so too did those 

"men of higher s o c i a l position" whose assistance the C I U 

considered so necessary to success. Few of the vice-

presidents whose names adorned the Union's prospectus 

sponsored th e i r own clubs. The treasurer of the Wellclose 

Square W M C in the East End of London reported on "the 

utter indifference of most of the wealthy employers of 
61 

labour who amass t h e i r money here, but spend i t elsewhere." 

The indifference was not confined to London, and appears 

as much a measure of studied r e t a l i a t i o n as of i n s e n s i b i l i t y , 

for the annual report of 1873 acknowledged that "In several 

l o c a l i t i e s we have found a determination on the part of 

employers to refuse any aid towards the establishment of 

these c l u b s — t h e r e s u l t of the unfortunate disputes which 
6 2 

have arisen between them and those they employ." When the 

f i r s t Working Men's Club i n Bolton was in a state of 

imminent collapse in 1869, the Chronicle warned that i t s 
members could expect no subvention from employers while 

6 3 
i n d u s t r i a l r e l a t i o n s were strained. Thus were the new 

clubs a f f l i c t e d by the very problems they were supposed 

to remedy. 
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B u t t h e c l u b i d e a met r e a l w o r k i n g - c l a s s n e e d s a n d 

w o r k i n g m e n g r a d u a l l y o v e r c a m e t h e p r o b l e m s o f a b s e n t o r 

o v e r b e a r i n g p a t r o n a g e b y f o u n d i n g t h e i r own c l u b s o r d i s c h a r 

g i n g t h e o r i g i n a l m i d d l e - c l a s s p r o m o t e r s a s r e d u n d a n t . Some 

w o r k i n g men h a d f o r m e d t h e i r own c l u b s i n t h e f i r s t d e c a d e 

o f t h e C I U's h i s t o r y , b u t t h e p r a c t i c e became n o t i c e a b l y 

w i d e s p r e a d i n t h e m i d - s e v e n t i e s ; t h e a n n u a l r e p o r t f o r 1873 

w h i c h r e m a r k e d on t h e h o s t i l i t y o f e m p l o y e r s a l s o n o t e d t h e 

i n c r e a s i n g number o f a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r C I U a d v i c e f r o m 

w o r k i n g m e n — " T h e i d e a o f no p a t r o n a g e , " i t n o t e d , "grows 

f a s t . " A s e x a m p l e s t h e r e p o r t r e f e r r e d t o t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

o f an i n d e p e n d e n t W M C i n S t . A u s t e l l i n C o r n w a l l , a n d 

t h e e m a n c i p a t i o n o f t h e We d n e s b u r y W M C i n S t a f f o r d s h i r e , 

w h e re members h a d s u c c e e d e d t o s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t b y k i c k i n g 
64 

o u t t h e i r " s l u g g i s h " g e n t l e m a n p a t r o n s . Workingmen 
p o o l e d t h e i r t r a d e s k i l l s t o c o n v e r t a n d f u r n i s h p r e m i s e s , 

65 
and e s t a b l i s h e d c l u b s a s s i s t e d t h e i r new n e i g h b o u r s . 

The s a l e o f b e e r was o f g r e a t a s s i s t a n c e i n t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t t o w a r d s w o r k e r c o n t r o l o f t h e movement, f o r i t 

p r o v i d e d v a l u a b l e r e v e n u e . F r o m M a i d s t o n e , , t h e l o c a l 

w o r k i n g m e n ' s c l u b s made t h e f o l l o w i n g r e p o r t t o t h e U n i o n ' s 

h o u s e j o u r n a l i n 1 8 7 3 : "The members h a v e made t h e d i s c o v e r y 

t h a t t h e p r o f i t on b e e r i s a b o u t . 3 0 % , a n d b r i n g s t h e m d o u b l e 

w h a t t h e y h a v e t o p a y f o r r e n t , t h o u g h t h e q u a n t i t y s o l d 
6 6 

d o e s n o t a v e r a g e two p i n t s p e r p e r s o n p e r week." Once a 
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c l u b was s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g i t c o u l d become s e l f - g o v e r n i n g . So 
6 7 

w e n t M a i d s t o n e W M C, a n d s o w e n t many o t h e r s . I t s h o u l d 

be n o t e d h e r e t o o t h a t t h e s a l e o f b e e r i n d i r e c t l y e n c o u r a g e d 

a g r e a t e r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y among c l u b members,, f o r i t o b l i g e d 

t h e c l u b s t o f i g h t a l o n g d e f e n s i v e a c t i o n a g a i n s t t h e 

p u b l i c a n s ' t r a d e - p r o t e c t i o n s o c i e t i e s w h i c h c o n t e s t e d t h e 
6 8 

l e g a l i t y o f c l u b l i q u o r s a l e s . Good o r d e r a nd s c r u p u l o u s 

a t t e n t i o n t o t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f m e m b e r s h i p were t h u s 

n e c e s s a r y t o a s s u r e t h e c l u b s o f t h e i r c o n t i n u e d s t a t u s a s 

p r i v a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s e xempt f r o m o f f i c i a l l i c e n c i n g r e q u i r e m e n t s . 
By 1878 an o u t s i d e o b s e r v e r e s t i m a t e d t h a t 52% 

o f t h e c l u b s w e re w h o l l y s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g , a nd f i v e y e a r s 
69 

l a t e r P r a t t p u t t h e f i g u r e a t 7 5 % . M e m b e r s h i p f i g u r e s 

i n d i c a t e t h e o v e r a l l g r o w t h i n t h e same p e r i o d : i n 1874 

m e m b e r s h i p was p u t a t 9 0 , 0 0 0 , i n 1878 a t 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 , i n 1880 

a t 3 2 0 , 0 0 0 , and by 1883 was e s t i m a t e d t o h a v e p a s s e d t h e 

h a l f - m i l l i o n mark. The e x p a n s i o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y m a r k e d i n 

t h e L o n d o n a r e a w h e r e t h e number o f c l u b s r o s e f r o m 82 t o 

120 b e t w e e n 1876 and 1 8 8 2 . 7 0 

I t was t h e L o n d o n c l u b s w h i c h t o o k t h e l e a d i n 

a t t a c k i n g t h e l a s t s t r o n g h o l d o f p a t r o n a g e . F o r t h o u g h t h e 

c l u b s i n c r e a s i n g l y c o n t r o l l e d t h e i r own a f f a i r s , t h e y w e r e 

a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y u n r e p r e s e n t e d on t h e C I U c o u n c i l . A 

h a n d f u l o f t h e more p o l i t i c a l l y - m i n d e d L o n d o n c l u b s b e g a n . 

t o p r o t e s t t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s m o n o p o l y o f c o u n c i l o f f i c e s b y 
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r e f u s i n g t o c o n t r i b u t e t o C I U f u n d s and f o r m i n g a v i r t u a l l y 

i n d e p e n d e n t L o n d o n b r a n c h o f t h e U n i o n i n 18.81 ( t h e f o r e r u n n e r 
71 

o f t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n F e d e r a t i o n o f R a d i c a l C l u b s o f 1 8 8 6 ) . 

The w i t h h o l d i n g o f s u b s c r i p t i o n s h u r t t h e U n i o n . S o l l y 

c o m p l a i n e d t o t h e S o c i a l S c i e n c e A s s o c i a t i o n t h a t i t was 

b e i n g " m i s c h i e v o u s l y c r i p p l e d , " a n d by 1883 t h e c o u n c i l 

r e a l i s e d t h a t i t c o u l d no l o n g e r s u r v i v e on t h e h a n d - o u t s o f 

h o n o r a r y v i c e - p r e s i d e n t s a n d a g r e e d t o a c o n f e r e n c e on t h e 

q u e s t i o n o f f i n a n c e s and c l u b r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . H e r e t h e 

l o n g s t a n d i n g c o m p l a i n t s o f c l u b members f o u n d f u l l a n d 
72 

f o r c i b l e e x p r e s s i o n . One w o r k i n g - c l a s s d e l e g a t e p u t i t 

t h u s : 
The U n i o n h a s r e a c h e d a c r i s i s i n i t s h i s t o r y . 
I t must e i t h e r be p a t r o n i s i n g o r s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g . 
I t c a n n o t be t h e f o r m e r a n d must e i t h e r become 
t h e l a t t e r o r c e a s e t o e x i s t ... . A g r e a t d e a l 
h a s b e e n s a i d a b o u t a b o l i s h i n g c l a s s d i s t i n c t i o n s 
b u t u n d e r t h e p r e s e n t s y s t e m t h e s e e x i s t e d i n t h e 
c o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e U n i o n i t s e l f . 

A n o t h e r w o r k i n g m a n r e g i s t e r e d "a s t r o n g p r o t e s t v e r s u s 

p a t r o n a g e , " b e f o r e m e e t i n g c r i t i c i s m s w h i c h must h a v e b e e n 

u s e d t o b l o c k w o r k i n g - c l a s s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n b e f o r e : 
The w o r k i n g men h a v e a r i g h t t o w ork o u t t h e i r 
own a i m s ; I t i s a b s u r d t o s a y t h e y c a n n o t m a i n t a i n 
a n d w ork t h e U n i o n — t h e y m u s t t a k e i t i n h a n d a t 
o n c e , f o r a t p r e s e n t t h e r e was no f a i t h i n i t . 

C o u n c i l m e m b e r s . r e p e a t e d t h e U n i o n ' s a i m s o f e r a d i c a t i n g 

c l a s s f e e l i n g , t a l k i n g b l u n t l y o f t h e n e e d t o d e f l a t e t h e 

b i g o t s i n f u s t i a n a s w e l l a s i n b r o a d c l o t h . S o l l y was a f r a i d 

t h a t a s u d d e n w o r k i n g - c l a s s t a k e o v e r w o u l d a l i e n a t e 
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s u b s c r i b e r s t o U n i o n f u n d s . B u t t h e w o r k i n g - c l a s s d e l e g a t i o n 

c l a i m e d t h a t s u c h d e p e n d e n c e was n o t o n l y d e m e a n i n g b u t 

u n n e c e s s a r y i f t h e C I U c o u l d command t h e c o m p l e t e 

a l l e g i a n c e o f i t s members, and t h e d e l e g a t i o n c a r r i e d t h e 

d a y w i t h t h e p a s s a g e o f New M o d e l R u l e s , w h i c h s e c u r e d d i r e c t 

c l u b r e p r e s e n t a t i o n on t h e C I U c o u n c i l . J . J * D e n t 

became t h e U n i o n ' s f i r s t w o r k i n g - c l a s s s e c r e t a r y . o n t h e 

r e s i g n a t i o n o f H odgson P r a t t . I n M a n c h e s t e r t h e r e was a 

s i m i l a r v i c t o r y o v e r t h e c l a s s e x c l u s i v e n e s s o f t h e . d i s t r i c t 
73 

h e a d q u a r t e r s , a n d a t t h e f o l l o w i n g a n n u a l g e n e r a l m e e t i n g 

i n 1884 Thomas B r a s s e y p r o n o u n c e d t h e U n i o n j u s t l y 

d e m o c r a t i s e d . 7 4 

Who w e r e t h e s e f i r s t g e n e r a t i o n s o f c l u b m e n a n d 

w h a t was c l u b l i f e l i k e ? I t seems t h a t t h e movement 

a t t r a c t e d members f r o m a c r o s s a w i d e r a n g e o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

s o c i e t y . The C I U h a d n e v e r recommended i m p o s i n g a n y t e s t 

o f m e m b e r s h i p ( o r c o n d i t i o n s o f d r e s s ) and a d v i s e d o n l y a 

l o w e r age l i m i t o f e i g h t e e n y e a r s . H e n r y Mayhew, whose 

c a t e g o r i e s a r e g e n e r a l l y r e l i a b l e , v i s i t e d L o n d o n c l u b s 

w h e r e m e m b e r s h i p c o m p r i s e d " l o w e r m i d d l e c l a s s , w e l l - t o - d o 

a r t i s a n s a n d p e t t y t r a d e s m e n , " o t h e r s w h e r e m e m b e r s h i p was 
75 

" c o n f i n e d t o t h e l a b o u r i n g r a t h e r t h a n t h e a r t i s a n c l a s s . " 

Some c l u b s e c r e t a r i e s a g r e e d i n r e c o g n i s i n g a c a s t e 

d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n m e c h a n i c s a n d l a b o u r e r s w h i c h d e t e r m i n e d 
76 

l o c a l m e m b e r s h i p , b u t t h e m a j o r i t y o f r e f e r e n c e s s u g g e s t a 
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b r o a d m i x o f members w i t h i n e a c h c l u b . The S c a r b o r o u g h c l u b 

r e p o r t e d t h a t i t s members i n c l u d e d " t h e b e t t e r c l a s s o f 

workmen, t h e i n d i f f e r e n t , t h o s e who s p e n d t h e i r s p a r e t i m e 

i n d r i n k i n g a nd l o o s e company, and some o f t h e o f f - s c o u r i n g s 
77 

o f s o c i e t y . " The L e e d s c l u b r a n t h e gamut " f r o m r e s p e c t a b l e . 
a r t i s a n s t o t h e l o w f e l l o w s who may be s e e n l e a n i n g a g a i n s t 

78 

t h e w a l l s o f p u b l i c h o u s e s . " On t h e e v i d e n c e o f t h e 

m i n u t e s o f t h e N e w c a s t l e - U p o n - T y n e W M C i t may h a v e b e e n 

t r u e t h a t i t was t h e s k i l l e d c r a f t s m a n who d o m i n a t e d t h e 
79 

c l u b c o m m i t t e e s , b u t i t seems l i k e l y t h a t i n g e n e r a l t h e 

c l u b s r e c r u i t e d b y n e i g h b o u r h o o d r a t h e r t h a n p a r t i c u l a r t r a d e s . 

T h e r e was some a d v e r s e comment on t h e q u a l i t y o f 

c l u b m e m b e r s h i p . H o d g s o n P r a t t c o m p l a i n e d i n t h e '80s o f 

" t h e l a c k o f some s o r t o f i n t e l l e c t u a l o r e d u c a t i o n a l b a c k 

b o n e " t o t h e movement, and was d i s t u r b e d a t w h a t he f e l t 

was a " c o m p l e t e s e p a r a t i o n " b e t w e e n t h e c l u b s and o t h e r w o r k i n g -

c l a s s o r g a n i s a t i o n s s u c h a s t h e c o - o p e r a t i v e s o c i e t i e s ( o f 
8 0 

w h i c h he was h i m s e l f a n a c t i v e s u p p o r t e r ) . F r e d e r i c k R o g e r s , 

i n w h a t seems t o be t h e o n l y c o n t e m p o r a r y w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

a u t o b i o g r a p h y t o r e c o r d c l u b l i f e i n a n y d e t a i l , m a i n t a i n e d 

t h a t " t h e c l u b s d i d n o t a t t r a c t t h e more i n t e l l e c t u a l o f 

t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s ; t h e s e w e r e i n t h e t r a d e u n i o n movement 
81 

o r t h e c o - o p e r a t i v e w o r l d . " S u c h comment i s n o t t o be 
d i s r e g a r d e d — p a r t i c u l a r l y s i n c e t h i s k i n d o f c h a r g e became 

82 
more common b y t h e n i n e t i e s — b u t n e i t h e r s h o u l d i t be l e f t 



236 

u n c h a l l e n g e d . A t N e w c a s t l e and W i s b e c h , f o r e x a m p l e , l o c a l 

c o - o p e r a t i v e s o c i e t i e s u s e d t h e w o r k i n g m e n ' s c l u b s ' p r e m i s e s , 

w h i c h a r g u e s some m u t u a l a c q u a i n t a n c e , and d u r i n g t h e 

c a m p a i g n f o r t h e t h i r d r e f o r m b i l l i n 1884 t h e C l u b a n d 

I n s t i t u t e J o u r n a l r e p o r t e d t h a t " t h e a f f i l i a t e d c l u b s f o r m e d 

no mean p a r t o f t h e p r o c e s s i o n , a l t h o u g h somewhat s h o r t o f 

n umbers t h r o u g h t h e f a c t t h a t many o f t h e i r members f e l l i n 
8 3 

w i t h t h e v a r i o u s t r a d e s u n i o n s . " James B e a l , t h e m i d d l e -

c l a s s c h a i r m a n o f t h e M e t r o p o l i t a n M u n i c i p a l R e f o r m A s s o c i a t i o n , 

f o u n d t h a t t h e c l u b s i n C h e l s e a a t w h i c h he l e c t u r e d w e r e 
composed o f " t h e m o s t i n t e l l i g e n t w o r k i n g m e n o f t h e d i s t r i c t 

84 

i n a l l c a s e s , " and S t a n S h i p l e y ' s r e s e a r c h e s i n t o m e t r o p o l i t a n 

c l u b l i f e r e v e a l programmes o f l e c t u r e s and d i s c u s s i o n s w h i c h 

f u l f i l h i s c l a i m s t h a t c e r t a i n o f t h e c l u b s c o n s t i t u t e d an 
8 5 

a r t i s a n ' s u n i v e r s i t y . The v i g o r o u s l y i n t e l l e c t u a l c l u b 

was no d o u b t . a n e x c e p t i o n i n t h e movement a s a w h o l e , a n d 

w o u l d h a v e b e e n t o o i c o n o c l a s t i c i n t h e c o n t e n t o f i t s 

d e b a t e t o recommend i t s e l f t o P r a t t and t h e U n i o n c o u n c i l , 

b u t t h e w e e k l y r e p o r t s i n t h e c l u b p r e s s r e c o r d a r e g u l a r 

d i e t o f l i t e r a r y a n d s c i e n t i f i c t a l k s , d r a m a t i c r e a d i n g s 

and d i s c u s s i o n s , w h i c h d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t c l u b l i f e was f a r 

f r o m m i n d l e s s . P e r h a p s i t was t h e u n a b a s h e d i n f o r m a l i t y o f 

t h e c l u b s — t h e c o n s t a n t t r a f f i c , t h e c r i e s o f t h e p i e - b o y 

and t h e p o t - b o y , t h e s m o k i n g a n d b a n t e r i n g — w h i c h p r o d u c e d 
8 6 

a b a d p r e s s among m i d d l e - c l a s s v i s i t o r s . F o r R o g e r s , 
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f i r e d w i t h t h e e n t h u s i a s m o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a u t o - d i d a c t , 

d i s e n c h a n t m e n t came i n t h e m i d d l e o f h i s Sunday m o r n i n g 

l e c t u r e on S h a k e s p e a r e , when t h e c l u b c h a i r m a n c a l l e d a 
8 7 

b r e a k t o l e t t h e man come r o u n d w i t h t h e b e e r . 

C e r t a i n l y i n t h e s e y e a r s t h e c l u b s w e r e n o t 

p a s s i v e i n s t i t u t i o n s , a nd a s p a t r o n a g e r e c e d e d t h e y made 

t h e m s e l v e s h e a r d on an i n c r e a s i n g r a n g e o f p u b l i c q u e s t i o n s . 

The N e w c a s t l e - U p o n - T y n e c l u b p e t i t i o n e d P a r l i a m e n t on 

s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s i n t h e 1 8 6 0 s : on t h e f r a n c h i s e q u e s t i o n , 
8 9 

t h e A l a b a m a D i s p u t e , and t h e C o n t a g i o u s D i s e a s e s A c t . 

S e v e r a l c l u b s i n L o n d o n a n d t h e p r o v i n c e s a p p l i e d f o r 

m e m b e r s h i p o f t h e r e p u b l i c a n - f l a v o u r e d L a n d and L a b o u r 
90 

L e a g u e i n 1 8 7 0 , and t h e r e was c o n s i d e r a b l e p r o t e s t f r o m 
m e t r o p o l i t a n c l u b s a t t h e g r a n t o f f u n d s t o t h e P r i n c e o f 

91 

W a l e s f o r h i s I n d i a n t r i p i n 1875. The L o n d o n c l u b s a l s o 

s p o k e o u t a g a i n s t S a b b a t a r i a n i s m and t h e a n t i - m u s i c h a l l 

l o b b y , a n d e x e r t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e i n f l u e n c e i n l o c a l m u n i c i p a l 
92 

p o l i t i c s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n s c h o o l b o a r d e l e c t i o n s . T h e r e 
93 

a r e e c h o e s o f t h i s k i n d o f a c t i v i s m i n L a n c a s h i r e . 

B u t t h e m a i n f u n c t i o n o f t h e c l u b s was t o p r o v i d e 

f o r ' t h e h u m b l e r w a n t s ' o f i t s members, and t h i s t h e y d i d 

a d m i r a b l y . T hey p r o v i d e d a s e t o f p e r m a n e n t p r e m i s e s f o r 

r e c r e a t i o n t o an e x t e n t w h i c h no o t h e r o r g a n i s a t i o n o r 

movement, c o u l d m a t c h . I l l u s t r a t i o n s o f c l u b i n t e r i o r s seem 

c h e e r l e s s t o u s , b u t t h e rooms w e r e k e p t c l e a n , w e l l - l i t 
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and warm, a f a r remove f r o m t h e c o n d i t i o n o f much w o r k i n g -
9 4 

c l a s s h o u s i n g . T h e y w e r e g e n u i n e r e c u p e r a t i v e r e f u g e s , 

f r e e f r o m c o m m e r c i a l p r e s s u r e s , . r i t u a l d r i n k i n g , p o l i c e 
95 

h a r a s s m e n t , d i s t r i c t v i s i t o r s , a n d t h e w i f e and f a m i l y . 

W i t h t h e i r l e c t u r e s , c o n c e r t s , i n d o o r a nd o u t d o o r games, 

e x c u r s i o n s a n d p i c n i c s , C h r i s t m a s c l u b s , c o a l c l u b s and s i c k 

c l u b s t h e y p r o v i d e d , a t m o d e s t c o s t , t h e f a c i l i t i e s o f t h e 

p u b l i c l i b r a r y , m u s i c - h a l l , p u b , p l a y i n g f i e l d a n d f r i e n d l y 

s o c i e t y c o m b i n e d . 

The s p a r e and f u n c t i o n a l a s p e c t o f t h e c l u b rooms 

was r e l i e v e d b y t h e f e e l i n g o f c o m m u n i t y g e n e r a t e d b y 

t h e members, a f a c t o r t h a t i m p r e s s e d o t h e r w i s e c r i t i c a l 
96 

v i s i t o r s s u c h as R o g e r s and W a l t e r B e s a n t . T h i s h a d n o t 

b e e n an i n s t a n t a c c o m p l i s h m e n t . I n t h e e a r l y y e a r s members 

h a d m i s s e d t h e commanding c e n t r a l f i g u r e o f t h e l a n d l o r d 

a n d t h e f a m i l i a r a t m o s p h e r e o f t h e p u b — o n e man c o m p l a i n e d 

t h a t he m i s s e d t h e p o t b o y i n p a r t i c u l a r , f o r h e r e a t l e a s t 

h a d b e e n someone he c o u l d o r d e r a b o u t a f t e r a. d a y o f t a k i n g 

o r d e r s . When d r i n k was i n t r o d u c e d t h e U n i o n u r g e d c l u b 

s t e w a r d s t o p l a y t h e p a r t o f t h e h o s t , b u t a s s i m p l e 

d i s p e n s e r s o f b e e r t h e y l a c k e d t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s u b s t a n c e 
97 

o f t h e p u b l i c a n . The s t y l e , o f t h e w o r k i n g m a n ' s c l u b a s 

i t e v o l v e d was much l e s s m o n o c e n t r i c t h a n t h a t o f t h e p u b , 

a n d management b y c o m m i t t e e . m a d e a u t h o r i t y more s e l f - e f f a c i n g . 

S o m e t h i n g o f t h e e s s e n c e o f c l u b l i f e a n d o f t h e t y p i c a l c l u b 
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man i s c o n v e y e d i n t h i s c h a r a c t e r s k e t c h by R o g e r s o f 

James Lowe, t h e g r e a t l y r e s p e c t e d p r e s i d e n t o f t h e H a c k n e y 

W M C; 

He was a man w i t h a g o o d f u n d o f g e n e r a l i n f o r m a t i o n 
b u t was n o t i n any l a r g e s e n s e an e d u c a t e d man. 
He was n o t a g r e a t o r a t o r ; he was a m o d e r a t e l y good 
s p e a k e r , and t h a t was a l l . . . . He h a d t h e f r a n k 
g e n i a l i t y w h i c h t h e workman l o v e s , knew h i s own 
l i m i t a t i o n s and n e v e r p r e s u m e d on h i s p o s i t i o n , 
d e v o t e d h i m s e l f a b s o l u t e l y t o t h e w e l l - b e i n g o f 
t h e c l u b and i t s i d e a l s , and i n h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n g g 
o f them was o n l y j u s t a l i t t l e a h e a d o f h i s f o l l o w e r s . 

C l u b g o v e r n m e n t was n o n e t h e l e s s f o r c e f u l f o r b e i n g 

b y c o m m i t t e e . Mayhew h a d r e m a r k e d on t h e p e r f e c t d e c o r u m i n 

t h e c l u b s he v i s i t e d on h i s L o n d o n t o u r . He h a d , he s a i d , 

w i t n e s s e d NOT ONE s i n g l e c a s e o f d r u n k e n n e s s , n o r r i o t , n o r 
99 

c o a r s e l a n g u a g e . A t t h e N e w c a s t l e upon Tyne c l u b w h i c h 

was s e l f - m a n a g e d , t h e c o m m i t t e e a p p o i n t e d a s u p e r i n t e n d e n t 

who p a t r o l l e d t h e c l u b r o o m s , a l e r t f o r d r u n k e n n e s s , 

" u n g e n t l e m a n l y l a n g u a g e , " o r p e t t y c o r r u p t i o n on t h e p a r t 

o f t h e b a g a t e l l e m a r k e r . The c l u b h i r e d up t o a d o z e n 

p o l i c e m e n t o k e e p o r d e r a t t h e a n n u a l p i c n i c . Members who 

w e r e e x p e l l e d o r s u s p e n d e d f o r some b r e a c h o f t h e r e g u l a t i o n s 

a n x i o u s l y s o l i c i t e d f o r r e i n s t a t e m e n t , f o r m e m b e r s h i p was 

o b v i o u s l y h i g h l y v a l u e d a n d t h e r u l e s g e n e r a l l y r e s p e c t e d . " ' " 0 0 

T h i s c o n c e r n f o r g ood o r d e r and good m a n n e r s f u l f i l l e d 

s o m e t h i n g a t l e a s t o f t h e o r i g i n a l i n t e n t i o n s o f S o l l y and 

h i s f r i e n d s . 
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How c l o s e h a d t h e C I U come t o r e a l i s i n g i t s 

f o u n d e r ' s d e s i g n s ? The c l u b s ' h i s t o r i a n p r o v i d e d one 

a n s w e r : "The s p h e r e o f t h e workman's c l u b , " w r o t e B. T. 

H a l l i n 1 9 1 2 , " i s s m a l l e r i n c i r c u m f e r e n c e t h a n was a t 

f i r s t p r o j e c t e d b y t h e P i o n e e r , a n d i m m e a s u r a b l y s m a l l e r 

i n i t s r e s u l t s . " 1 ^ " ' " M e a s u r e d a g a i n s t S o l l y ' s e x p e c t a t i o n s , 

t h i s w o u l d a l s o s t a n d a s a f a i r j u d g e m e n t o f t h e r e a c h and 

p r o g r e s s o f t h e o r g a n i s e d c l u b movement i n t h e f i r s t 

t w e n t y y e a r s o r s o o f i t s l i f e . The good o r d e r t h a t 

o b t a i n e d was o b s c u r e d b y t h e f u g o f t o b a c c o smoke and t h e 

c l a t t e r o f g l a s s e s , and i f c l u b members were n o t b a r b a r i a n s 

t h e y w o u l d h a r d l y y e t h a v e p a s s e d a s t h e new G r e e k s . The 

w o r k i n g m e n who g r a d u a l l y assumed c o n t r o l o f t h e c l u b s w e r e 

b e n t on i m p r o v e m e n t , b u t t h o u g h t h e y moved up S o l l y ' s 

i n c l i n e d p l a n e t h e y w e re b o u n d f o r a d i f f e r e n t d e s t i n a t i o n 

a n d — m o s t d i s a p p o i n t i n g o f a l l — t h e y e x p r e s s l y r e j e c t e d t h e 

g u i d i n g h a n d o f t h e i r s o c i a l s u p e r i o r s . The r e s o l u t i o n o f 

c l a s s d i f f e r e n c e s t h r o u g h " t h e f r i e n d l y d i s c u s s i o n o f 

c a p i t a l a n d l a b o u r " c l e a r l y b e g g e d t o o many q u e s t i o n s a b o u t 

t h e o u t s i d e w o r l d o f t h e 1 8 7 0 s and ' 8 0 s , a n d i n s t r u g g l i n g 

t o c o n s t r u c t t h e i r own l i f e w i t h i n t h e c l u b s t h e members 

r e v e a l e d t h e i n s t i n c t s o f an a u t h e n t i c c l a s s c o n s c i o u s n e s s 

and t h e c o n t i n u i n g s t r e n g t h s o f an i n d e p e n d e n t c u l t u r e . 

Y e t i n t h e i r w i l l i n g n e s s t o a l l o w b e e r i n t h e c l u b s S o l l y and 

o t h e r b o u r g e o i s p a t r o n s h a d come c l o s e r t o an i n f o r m e d a n d 
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c o m m i t t e d t o l e r a n c e o f t h a t c u l t u r e t h a n t h e g r e a t m a j o r i t y 

o f t h e i r f e l l o w s , f o r t h e y h a d a f t e r a l l b e e n p r e p a r e d t o 

m o d i f y s o c i a l p a t t e r n s t o accommodate b e h a v i o u r t h a t o t h e r s 

t r i e d s i m p l y t o e r a d i c a t e . I t was i r o n i c t h a t i t was 

t h i s c o n c e s s i o n w h i c h g a v e t h e w o r k i n g - c l a s s members t h e 

e c o n o m i c s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y t h a t e n a b l e d them t o u n s h i p t h e i r 

m e n t o r s . 
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FOOTNOTES 

"""Materials for the study of the club movement are 
to be found i n the 17 volumes of the Sol l y C o l l e c t i o n of 
cuttings and manuscripts, assembled by Henry S o l l y , founder 
of the C I U; B r i t i s h Library of P o l i t i c a l and Economic 
Science, London School of Economics, Misc. MSS 154. There 
i s a typescript index, but the c o l l e c t i o n i s often d i f f i c u l t 
to use and generally disappointing i n qu a l i t y and range. 
The f i r s t o f f i c i a l history,; Our F i f t y Years (London, 1912) , 
by B. T. H a l l , secretary of the Union i n the early years of 
t h i s century, i s s t i l l useful, as i s his edited c o l l e c t i o n 
of Solly's pamphlets, Workingmen's Social Clubs and  
Educational Institutes (London, 1904). Solly's autobiography, 
My Eighty Years, 2 vols. (London, 1893) i s also h e l p f u l . 
A centenary.history of the movement, G. Tremlett, The F i r s t  
Century (London, 1962), adds l i t t l e of substance for the 
V i c t o r i a n period. Several p e r i o d i c a l s which served intermit
tently as the house organ of the C I U and provide an entree 
into club l i f e i t s e l f are referred to below. I have been 
able to discover only three surviving examples of i n d i v i d u a l 
club minute books from the period and these are also referred 
to more prec i s e l y below. I understand that I am not alone 
in being refused access to such papers as the present Union 
headquarters possesses, though H a l l mentions that many 
early minute books were l o s t by the time he was writing. 

U n t i l recently historians have neglected the clubs 
beyond a few simple gleanings from H a l l and S o l l y , e.g. 
G. D. H. Cole and R. Postgate, The Common People, 2d ed. 
(London, 1961), pp. 378-79, but the quickening i n t e r e s t i n 
popular culture has produced some good o r i g i n a l work within 
the l a s t three years, v i z . , two Ruskin History Workshop 
pamphlets, S. Shipley, Club L i f e and Socialism i n Mid-. 
V i c t o r i a n London (Oxford, 1971), and J. Taylor, From S e l f - 
Help to Glamour: The Working Man's Club, 1860-1972 (Oxford, 
1972)—through his involvement with the present day club 
movement, Taylor was able to gain access to the records at 
the C I U's head o f f i c e . R. N. Price, "The Working Men's 
Club Movement and V i c t o r i a n Social Reform Ideology," 
V i c t o r i a n Studies 15 (December 1971) : 117-47, as the t i t l e 
indicates, i s concerned to place the clubs within the 
general context of s o c i a l reform and has worked much the 
same ground as that covered i n t h i s chapter. Price's findings 
mostly confirm the general conclusions of my own independent 
research. 
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o f t h e c a s u a l t i e s o f t h e d i f f i c u l t e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e C I U. 
I t s d e m i s e was a t t r i b u t e d t o b a d management and r e s t r i c t i v e 
s u p e r v i s i o n w h i c h f o r b a d e , among o t h e r t h i n g s , a l l p o l i t i c a l 
d i s c u s s i o n . The c l u b was wound up i n 1869 t h o u g h a f r e s h 
s t a r t was made a g a i n i n t h e s e v e n t i e s . See l e t t e r s t o 
i b i d . , 3, 17 A u g u s t 1867, r e p o r t o f c l o s u r e , i b i d . , 
24 A p r i l 1 8 6 9 , and S o l l y ' s l e t t e r , i b i d . , 21 O c t o b e r . 18.71. 

48 
B. T. H a l l , op. c i t . , p. 35. 

49 
C e n s o r s h i p h a d i t s f a r c i c a l s i d e — a m u s i c h a l l 

a r t i s t p e r f o r m i n g a t a Sunday c o n c e r t i n a c l u b i n B u r n l e y 
d i s c o v e r e d t h a t members w e r e f o r b i d d e n t o a p p l a u d on t h e 
S a b b a t h , b u t w e r e a l l o w e d t o show t h e i r a p p r e c i a t i o n b y 
r a i s i n g t h e i r h a n d s . W. H. Boardman, V a u d e v i l l e Days 
( L o n d o n , 1 9 3 5 ) , p. 2 0 1 . 

5 0 T h e T i m e s , 15 A p r i l 1 8 6 3 . See a l s o S o l l y , "The 
R e l a t i o n o f t h e S o c i a l and P o l i t i c a l Movements o f t h e Day 
t o t h e W o r k i n g m e n ' s C l u b s a n d I n s t i t u t e s , " T r a n s . N.A.P.S.S., 
1968, pp. 6 2 1 - 2 2 . 

51 
B. T. H a l l , o p . c i t . , p. 29; R. H a r r i s o n , op. c i t . , 

2 26-28. E n g e l s n o t e d t h a t u n d e r S o l l y ' s e d i t o r s h i p t h e 
B e e h i v e became " c r a w l i n g , b o u r g e o i s and c o n d e s c e n d i n g i n 
t o n e . " See a l s o G. F. S a v a g e t o S o l l y , 30 May 1 8 7 3 , S o l l y 
C o l l e c t i o n , 1 3 . 

52 
S o l l y , q u o t e d i n W i s b e c h A d v e r t i s e r , 2 F e b r u a r y 

1887, c u t t i n g i n S o l l y C o l l e c t i o n , 15. 
53 

C. I . J . , 7 December 1 8 8 3 . 
54 

Common Good, 15 J a n u a r y 18.81. T h e r e a r e f e w 
r e l i a b l e f i g u r e s f o r t h e g r o w t h o f t h e c l u b movement i n 
t h e s e y e a r s , b u t t h e r e w e r e o v e r 800 c l u b s known t o t h e 
U n i o n b y t h e e a r l y e i g h t i e s , o f w h i c h f i v e t o s i x h u n d r e d 
w e re a f f i l i a t e d t o t h e C I U. I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o know 
wh a t p a s s e d a s a ' p o l i t i c a l ' c l u b , b u t we may a l l o w t h a t 
i t was t h e i n d e p e n d e n t r a d i c a l c l u b s t h a t o f f e n d e d S o l l y 
and t h e U n i o n o l i g a r c h y r a t h e r t h a n t h o s e f o r m e d u n d e r t h e 
a u s p i c e s o f t h e two p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . The w o r k i n g men's 
c l u b s o f t h e N a t i o n a l U n i o n . o f C o n s e r v a t i v e and C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
A s s o c i a t i o n s , a c c o r d i n g t o one modern h i s t o r i a n , t e n d e d " t o 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s e t h e d e f e r e n t i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e 
a r t i s a n and h i s s o c i a l s u p e r i o r s , " P. S m i t h , D i s r a e l i a n  
C o n s e r v a t i s m and S o c i a l R e f o r m ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 7 ) , p. 117. The 
h i s t o r y and c h a r a c t e r o f t h e L i b e r a l c l u b s i s more o b s c u r e , 
s e e J . V i n c e n t , The F o r m a t i o n o f . t h e L i b e r a l P a r t y , . 1857-18 68 
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(London, 1966), pp. 86-88, but a L i b e r a l c o u n c i l l o r opening 
a new club i n Bolton i n 1879 (the fourth of i t s kind i n the 
town) admitted his concern that "the b i l l i a r d tables had 
more in t e r e s t for the members than p o l i t i c a l discussions," 
B. C., 19 July 1879. 

55 
L i s t of Clubs Known to the Union, November 186 9, 

May 1871. C I U pamphlets. 
5^H. Pratt, An Account of a Tour of Working Men's  

Clubs (London, 1870); Social Notes, July 16, 18.81; Solly i n 
Wisbech Advertiser, l o c . c i t . ; F. J . Gardiner, The Eightieth  
Birthday of a Model I n s t i t u t i o n ; an Account of the Origin  
and Development of Wisbech Workingmen's Club and Ins t i t u t e 
(Wisbech, 1914). 

57 
The Times, 8 A p r i l 1863. The only big c i t y club 

which won honourable mention i n Pratt's tour report of 1870 
was one i n Liverpool. 

5 8 
Occasional Papers, no. 5, May 1864. 

59 
Solly , Social Clubs and I n s t i t u t e s , pp. 72-73; 

Frederic Harrison to the Beehive, 14 July 1866. 
6 0The Times, 11 July 1866. 
6 1 I b i d . , 29 February 1864. 
6 2 
Copy of 11th Annual Report i n Solly C o l l e c t i o n , 16. 

6 3B. C , 24 A p r i l 1869. 
64 

Solly C o l l e c t i o n , l o c . c i t . 
^ T a y l o r , op. c i t . , pp. 18-20. The workers thus 

provided themselves with premises which often marked an 
improvement upon those provided by patrons. "Many friends 
of the working classes," remarked John Hollingshead, "think 
that they have done a l l that i s necessary when they have 
provided a building l i k e a cab stable or a wash-house." 
Today : Essays and Miscellanies, 2 vols. (London, 1865), 
1 : 171-77. 

6 6 
Workman's Magazine, no. 6, June 1873. 

6 7 
See the history of the Cobden Club i n Westbourne 

Park, London, r e c a l l e d i n C.I.J., 4 July 1884, and the report 
of a club conference i n Manchester, B. C., 20 January 1872. 



249 

1881. 

6 8 T h e r e i s an i n t e r e s t i n g c ommentary on t h e c o u r s e 
o f t h i s c a m p a i g n i n L o n d o n i n t h e B e e h i v e , 24 J u n e - 22 J u l y 
1 8 7 1 . P r a t t s o u g h t c l a r i f i c a t i o n o f t h e U n i o n ' s p o s i t i o n 
f r o m Home S e c r e t a r y R i c h a r d C r o s s , s e e The Times', 8 J u n e 
1874 a n d S o c i a l N o t e s , 1, 8 J u n e 1874. F o r l a t e r d e v e l o p m e n t s 
s e e M a r r i o t t i n C . I . J . , 6 J u l y 1 8 8 3 . 

69 
E. H. H a l l , C o f f e e T a v e r n s , C o c o a H o u s e s a nd  

C o f f e e P a l a c e s ( L o n d o n , 1 8 7 8 ) , pp. 4 4 - 5 1 ; C . I . J . , 6 J u l y 1 8 8 3 . 
70 

E v i d e n c e o f S o l l y a n d P r a t t xn F o u r t h R e p o r t o f 
C o m m i s s i o n e r s A p p o i n t e d t o E n q u i r e i n t o F r i e n d l y and B e n e f i t 
B u i l d i n g S o c i e t i e s , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 7 4 , X X I I I , p p . 61 4 - 1 6 ; 
E. H. H a l l , l o c . c i t . ; S o c i a l N o t e s , 27 A p r i l 1 8 80; C . I . J . , 
6 J u l y 1 8 8 3 . 

71 

S o c i a l N o t e s a n d C l u b News, 22 A p r i l , 30 J u l y 

72 
The o f f i c i a l v i e w o f t h e d e f e c t i o n o f t h e L o n d o n 

c l u b s c a n be f o u n d i n House a nd Home, 11 December 1 8 8 0 , 
and S o l l y ' s r e p o r t i n T r a n s . N.A.P.S.S., 1 8 8 0 , pp. 5 0 4 - 5 . 
The p r o p o s a l s f o r t h e c o n f e r e n c e a n d t h e b a c k g r o u n d h i s t o r y 
o f t h e d i s p u t e a r e r e p o r t e d i n C . I . J . , 26 O c t o b e r 1 8 8 3 . 
The c o n f e r e n c e i t s e l f i s c o v e r e d i n " i b i d . , 1 6 , 23 November 
and some i n t e r e s t i n g r e v e r b e r a t i o n s a r e r e c o r d e d i n i b i d . , 
18 J a n u a r y 1884. See a l s o P r i c e , o p . c i t . , p p . 12 9 - 3 9 . 

7 3 C . I . J . , 21 November 1884. 
74 

The T i m e s , 26 May 1884. 
75 

H. Mayhew, R e p o r t on t h e T r a d e a n d H o u r s o f C l o s i n g  
a t W o r k i n g m e n ' s C l u b s ( L o n d o n , 1 8 7 1 ) . T h i s was a p i e c e o f 
d e t e c t i v e w o r k f o r t h e L o n d o n L i c e n c e d V i c t u a l l e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n , 

7 6 
The T i m e s , 8, 9 J a n u a r y 1 8 72. 

7 7 I b i d . , 15 A p r i l 1 8 63. 
7 8 

U n i d e n t i f i e d n e w s p a p e r c u t t i n g , A u g u s t 1 8 7 3 , S o l l y 
C o l l e c t i o n , 1 5 , S e c t i o n 1 3 a . 

79 
The c o m m i t t e e i n 1865-66 c o m p r i s e d j o i n e r s , c a b i n e t 

m a k e r s , w h i t e s m i t h s , a n d a t a i l o r . The s u r v i v i n g m i n u t e 
b o o k s o f t h e N e w c a s t l e Upon.Tyne W M C f o r 1 8 6 5 - 6 6 , 1870-73 
a r e b o u n d i n two v o l u m e s i n t h e N e w c a s t l e C e n t r a l R e f e r e n c e 
L i b r a r y . The c l u b seems t o ha v e b e e n s e l f - m a n a g e d . The 
o n l y o t h e r e x t a n t m a t e r i a l o f t h i s k i n d t h a t I h a v e b e e n 
a b l e t o l o c a t e r e l a t e s t o v i l l a g e c l u b s v i z . H o r r i n g e r a n d 
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I c k w o r t h V i l l a g e C l u b M i n u t e B o o k s , m o s t l y i n t a c t f r o m 
1877 o n w a r d s , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e c l u b a c c o u n t s , h e l d b y 
M r s . Z. Ward o f H o r r i n g e r i n S u f f o l k , t h e g r a n d - d a u g h t e r 
o f one o f t h e f o u n d e r members; t h e m i n u t e b o o k o f t h e 
R o m s l e y W M C i n W o r c e s t e r s h i r e f o r 1 8 7 9 , d e p o s i t e d w i t h t h e 
M a r c y Hemingway p a p e r s , b u n d l e 48 6 , i n t h e C o u n t y R e c o r d 
O f f i c e . The H o r r i n g e r c l u b was s t a r t e d b y L o r d J o h n H e r v e y 
f o r t h e w o r k e r s on h i s e s t a t e . R o m s l e y was s i m i l a r l y a 
p r o p r i e t a r y c l u b , o f L o r d L y t t e l t o n , P r e s i d e n t o f t h e C I U. 
I have n o t c o n s u l t e d t h e R o m s l e y m a t e r i a l . 

8 0 
The Common Good, 15 J a n u a r y 18.81; C . I . J . , 5 December 1884, 

81 
F. R o g e r s , L a b o u r L i f e a nd L i t e r a t u r e : Some Movements o f S i x t y Y e a r s ( L o n d o n , 1 9 1 3 ) , p. 73. 

8 2 
T a y l o r , op. c i t . , p. 57. 

8 3 
C . I . J . , 1 A u g u s t 1884. 

84 
R o y a l C o m m i s s i o n on t h e C o m p a n i e s o f t h e C i t y o f 

L o n d o n , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1884, X X X I X , pp. 115-17. 
8 5 

S h i p l e y , op. c i t . 
8 6 

See t h e comments o f Shaw and W i l l i a m M o r r i s o n 
l e c t u r i n g e n g a g e m e n t s a t c l u b s , q u o t e d i n T a y l o r , op. c i t . , 
p. 59. 

8 7 
R o g e r s , op. c i t . , pp. 9 6 - 9 7. 

8 8 
T a y l o r , o p . c i t . , p p . 44-56; R. A. Woods, E n g l i s h  

S o c i a l Movements ( L o n d o n , 1 8 9 5 ) , pp. 2 6 - 3 1 . 
8 9 

N e w c a s t l e W M C m i n u t e b o o k , 1866. 
90 

R. H a r r i s o n , op. c i t . , p. 227. 
91 

B e e h i v e , 14 A p r i l 1875. 
92 

C o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h S t a n S h i p l e y . The K m g s l a n d 
C l u b i n S t o k e N e w i n g t o n , L o n d o n , had a p o l i t i c a l c o u n c i l o f 
t w e l v e , e l e c t e d a n n u a l l y " t o w a t c h o v e r s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l 
e v e n t s , and t o g i v e t h e i r s u p p o r t t o m e a s u r e s c a l c u l a t e d t o 
a d v a n c e t h e i n t e r e s t o f t h e m a s s e s . I t s h a l l r e p o r t t o 
t h e c l u b b e f o r e i t p l e d g e s t h e c l u b t o a n y p o l i c y i n any 
e l e c t i o n c o n t e s t . " From c l u b b y e - l a w s f o r 1 8 7 6 , c o p y i n 
S o l l y C o l l e c t i o n , 15 i t e m 27. 
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93 T a y l o r , l o c . e x t . 
94 

See e.g. t h e i l l u s t r a t x o n f r o m t h e M a n s e l l 
c o l l e c t i o n i n N. B e n t l e y , The V i c t o r i a n S c e n e , 1 8 37-1901 
( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 8 ) , p. 279. 

95 
C l u b members a t Tower H a m l e t s R a d i c a l C l u b and 

I n s t i t u t e - r e c a l l e d how t h e y w e r e h o u n d e d f r o m t a v e r n t o 
t a v e r n b y t h e p o l i c e u n t i l t h e o p e n i n g o f t h e i r c l u b i n 
1 8 7 4 , C T J , 26 S e p t e m b e r 1884. The e x c l u s i o n o f w i v e s 
and f a m i l i e s was a p o i n t on w h i c h C I U o f f i c i a l s w e r e 
d e f i n i t e l y u n e a s y , t h o u g h t h e y c l a i m e d t h a t t h e c l u b s d i d 
i n d i r e c t l y p r o m o t e d o m e s t i c c o m f o r t . O c c a s i o n a l P a p e r s , n o . 
7, December 1865. 

96 
W. B e s a n t , A l l S o r t s and C o n d i t x o n s o f Men, 2 v o l s . . 

( L o n d o n , 1 8 8 2 ) , 2 : 2 0 6-36. 
9 7 

S o l l y , S o c i a l C l u b a n d I n s t i t u t e s , p. 7 1 . 
9 8 

R o g e r s , op. c i t . , p. 68. B r i a n J a c k s o n h a s a v e r y 
i n t e r e s t i n g a c c o u n t o f t o d a y ' s c l u b l i f e i n W o r k i n g C l a s s  
Community ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 8 ) , pp. 39-6 8, w h i c h shows how t h e s e 
q u a l i t i e s s t i l l mark t h e c h a r a c t e r o f c l u b l e a d e r s h i p . 

99 

Mayhew, l o c ; e x t . 
1 0 0 N e w c a s t l e W M C m i n u t e b o o k s , p a s s i m . 
1 0 1 B . T. H a l l , o p . c i t . , p. 176. 



V I . RATIONAL RECREATION AND THE NEW A T H L E T I C I S M 

One o f t h e more r e m a r k a b l e f e a t u r e s o f t h e e x p a n d i n g 

w o r l d o f m i d - V i c t o r i a n l e i s u r e was t h e i n n o v a t i o n o f 

o r g a n i s e d and c o d i f i e d a t h l e t i c s p o r t s — a b r o a d c a t e g o r y o f 

a c t i v i t i e s w h i c h c o m p r i s e d p r i m a r i l y t h e a t h l e t i c s o f t r a c k 

a n d f i e l d e v e n t s , a s t h e t e r m i s u n d e r s t o o d t o d a y , t o g e t h e r 

w i t h a r e c o n s t r u c t e d v e r s i o n o f f o o t b a l l , a n d t h e p r e v i o u s l y 

r e f o r m e d game o f c r i c k e t . I n t h e 1 8 6 0 s p u b l i c s c h o o l men 

b e g a n t o c a r r y t h e i r e n t h u s i a s m f o r t h e r e f o r m e d c a n o n o f 

a t h l e t i c s p o r t s t h r o u g h i n t o a d u l t l i f e , and b y t h e J u b i l e e 

y e a r o f 1887 G l a d s t o n e was p o i n t i n g t o t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f 

t h e s e s p o r t s a s a m e a s u r e o f t h e n a t i o n ' s i m p r o v e d t a s t e 

i n r e c r e a t i o n . " F o r t h e s c h o o l b o y a nd t h e man a l i k e , " he 

o b s e r v e d , " a t h l e t i c s a r e b e c o m i n g an o r d i n a r y i n c i d e n t o f 

l i f e . " ' ' ' T h e r e a f t e r t h e p r a c t i c e s p r e a d s t i l l more w i d e l y 

a n d moved one d i s t i n g u i s h e d h i s t o r i a n o f t h e p e r i o d t o 

c o n t e n d t h a t " t h e s u b u r b a n m i d d l e c l a s s made o r g a n i s e d 

games r a n k among E n g l a n d ' s l e a d i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n s ' t o w o r l d 

c u l t u r e . " I n t o d a y ' s w o r l d s p o r t x s r e c o g n x s e d a s a 

p o w e r f u l i n s t r u m e n t f o r commanding s o c i a l c o n f o r m i t y , w i t h 

a u n i q u e r o l e t o p l a y i n c o u n t e r a c t i n g d i v i s i v e f o r c e s s u c h 
3 

a s c l a s s a n d r a c e . H o w - d i d x t commend x t s e l f t o t h e 
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V i c t o r i a n s , a n d what p a r t d i d i t p l a y i n t h e p r e s c r i p t i o n s 

o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n ? 

T h e r e w e r e t h o s e c o n t e m p o r a r i e s who w e r e p e r s i s t e n t l y 

h o s t i l e t o t h e g r o w i n g c u l t o f o r g a n i s e d games, b u t t h e y 

n e e d n o t d e t a i n u s l o n g ; t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l s t r e n g t h s o f t h e i r 

c a s e c o u l d do l i t t l e t o c h e c k t h e t i d e o f p o p u l a r e n t h u s i a s m . 

J o h n R u s k i n , M a t t h e w A r n o l d a n d W i l k i e C o l l i n s w e r e among 

t h o s e who a t t a c k e d t h e w o r s h i p o f a t h l e t i c s a s b o o r i s h a n d 
4 

d e h u m a n i s i n g . I n 1869 C o l l i n s e n j o y e d c o n s i d e r a b l e l i t e r a r y 

s u c c e s s w i t h h i s n o v e l Man and W i f e i n w h i c h t h e c e n t r a l 

f i g u r e , G e o f f r e y D e l a m a y n , i s a n a t h l e t e whose l i f e i s 

b r u t a l i s e d b y h i s - s p o r t . I n t h e p r e f a c e C o l l i n s makes i t 

q u i t e c l e a r t h a t D e l a m a y n r e p r e s e n t s a new t y p e , " t h e r o u g h 

i n b r o a d c l o t h , " who c o n s t i t u t e s a s e r i o u s menace t o s o c i e t y . ^ 

R e c a l l i n g t h i s i n d i c t m e n t some t w e n t y y e a r s l a t e r , M o n t a g u e 

Shearman, a u t h o r o f s e v e r a l d i s c e r n i n g a nd r e s p e c t e d 

h a n d b o o k s on s p o r t , commented t h a t t h e E n g l i s h p u b l i c h a d . 

a d m i r e d t h e s t o r y ^ b u t r e f u s e d t o s w a l l o w i t s m e s s a g e ; t o 

Shearman i t was b y t h e n s e l f - e v i d e n t t h a t " t h e a t h l e t i c 

movement h a s b e n e f i t e d t h e p e o p l e a t l a r g e . " 

F o r t h e m o s t p a r t t h e new s t y l e a t h l e t i c i s m won a 

g o o d p r e s s a nd recommended i t s e l f a s a n e m i n e n t l y r a t i o n a l , 

e v e n s p i r i t u a l , r e c r e a t i o n . I n m i d - V i c t o r i a n E n g l a n d , i n 

p a r t i c u l a r , t h e p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f 

n a t i o n a l m i l i t a r y p r e p a r e d n e s s l e d t o a new r e s p e c t f o r 
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p h y s i c a l e d u c a t i o n . I n t h e t h i r t i e s a n d f o r t i e s r e f o r m e r s 

h a d . t a l k e d o f t h e H e a l t h o f Towns; t h e c a p i t a l i s e d 

i m p e r a t i v e i n f o l l o w i n g d e c a d e s became t h e H e a l t h o f t h e 

N a t i o n . The s h i f t i s s i g n i f i c a n t . The p r e v i o u s c o n c e r n 

h a d b e e n t h a t t h e d i s e a s e and m i s e r y o f t h e new m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

t o w n s w o u l d d e m o r a l i s e t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s , make them e a s y 

p r e y f o r t h e p o l i t i c a l a g i t a t o r , and l e a d them t o s u b v e r s i o n 

and r e v o l t . A f t e r 1848 t h e f e a r o f t h e g o v e r n i n g c l a s s e s 

was o f a s s a u l t f r o m w i t h o u t , r a t h e r t h a n f r o m w i t h i n . I n 

1 8 5 0 , c o n t e m p l a t i n g t h e w e l t e r o f s e l f - c o n g r a t u l a t i o n a t 

E n g l a n d ' s e s c a p e f r o m t h e f i r e s o f t h e c o n t i n e n t a l r e v o l u t i o n s , 

J o h n S t o r e s S m i t h , a M a n c h e s t e r b u s i n e s s m a n , d e c l a r e d 

E n g l a n d " t h e f o r l o r n hope o f E u r o p e a n l i f e . " S m i t h was 

i m p r e s s e d l e s s b y t h e f a c t o f h e r s u r v i v a l t h a n b y t h e 

e x t e n t o f h e r v u l n e r a b i l i t y w h i c h , i n t h e l i g h t o f h i s 

s t u d y o f o t h e r o n c e - g r e a t n a t i o n s , s u g g e s t e d t h e d a n g e r o f 

i m m e d i a t e d e c l i n e . T h i s theme g a i n e d c u r r e n c y . I n 1 8 5 2 , i n 

t h e c o u r s e o f r e v i e w i n g t h e a c t i v i t i e s a nd p u b l i c a t i o n s o f 

t h e g r o w i n g number o f v e g e t a r i a n and h o m e o p a t h i c s o c i e t i e s , 

t h e W e s t m i n s t e r R e v i e w — w h i l e e n j o y i n g i t s e l f a l i t t l e a t 

t h e e x p e n s e o f t h e " p o t a t o g o s p e l " — p o i n t e d o u t "how u n f a i l i n g 

an a c c o m p a n i m e n t o f t h e d e c l i n e o f e m p i r e s i s t h e d e p r e c i a t i o n 

o f t h e n a t i o n a l h a b i t o f b o d y . " A p r o p e r c o n c e r n f o r t h e 

n a t i o n ' s h e a l t h , c o n t i n u e d t h e j o u r n a l , came " j u s t i n t i m e 

f o r t h a t g r e a t c o n t e s t w i t h E u r o p e a n t y r a n n y d u r i n g t h e 
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r e m a i n d e r o f t h e c e n t u r y , w h i c h i s a p p a r e n t l y t o be t h e p a r t 
9 

o f E n g l a n d and A m e r i c a . " The C r i m e a n War, t h e i n v a s i o n 

s c a r e o f 1 8 5 9 , a n d t h e d r a m a t i c r i s e o f P r u s s i a i n c r e a s e d 

a l a r m a t t h e i m m i n e n c e o f s u c h a c o n t e s t , a n d g a v e new 

e m p h a s i s t o t h e t r a d i t i o n a l u t i l i t y o f s p o r t i n p r e s e r v i n g 

t h e f i t n e s s o f t h e n a t i o n ' s p h y s i c a l s t o c k . T hus t h e 

V o l u n t e e r s p l a y e d t h e i r games i n t h e s e r v i c e o f E n g l a n d ' s 
. . 10 s e c u r i t y . 

The c a l l f o r e f f e c t i v e e x e r c i s e was a d d r e s s e d t o 

t o w n d w e l l e r s o f a l l c l a s s e s , f o r t h e d e b i l i t i e s o f c i t y 

l i f e seemed t o t h r e a t e n r i c h a s w e l l a s p o o r . Of t h e 

f o r m e r , L e s l i e S t e p h e n s n o t e d i n 1870: 

The c l a s s w h i c h d o e s n o t l i v e b y m a n u a l l a b o u r , 
and w h i c h a t t h e same t i m e h a s v e r y l i t t l e 
o p p o r t u n i t y f o r h u n t i n g and f i s h i n g , h a s i n c r e a s e d i n 
an enormous r a t i o , and i s s t i l l i n c r e a s i n g . We 
a r e l i v i n g more and more i n t o w n s and t r e a d i n g 
c l o s e r upon e a c h o t h e r ' s h e e l s . H 

Though he was a p p r e h e n s i v e a t t h e d a n g e r s t h a t t h e p o p u l a r i t y 

o f a t h l e t i c s p o r t s p o s e d t o i n t e l l e c t u a l l i f e a t t h e 

u n i v e r s i t i e s , S t e p h e n s a l l o w e d t h a t t h e y met t h e n e e d f o r 

p h y s i c a l r e c r e a t i o n ("some g o o d s t u p i d amusement") f o r t h e 

u r b a n m i d d l e c l a s s e s . Some t r a d i t i o n a l p r e s c r i p t i o n s were 

i n a n y c a s e now s i m p l y i m p r a c t i c a l — a s J o h n M o r l e y p o i n t e d 

o u t , " t h e p e r s i s t e n c e o f d o c t o r s i n u r g i n g h o r s e e x e r c i s e 
12 

i s , t o t h e m a j o r i t y , a b s u r d . " Among t h i s m a j o r i t y were 

t h e c l e r k s and shopmen, whose w o r k , a c c o r d i n g t o The T i m e s , 

demanded o n l y t h e s l i g h t e s t o f p h y s i q u e s : " C i v i l i s a t i o n 
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w a n t s l i g h t m e n — t h e y d o n ' t want s i x f e e t t o v a u l t o v e r 

c o u n t e r s and r u n up s t e p s a t a d r a p e r ' s s h o p . " A t t h e t i m e 

o f t h e C r i m e a n War t h e p a p e r w a r n e d t h a t t h e n a t i o n c o u l d 

n o t r e l y upon s u c h i n s u b s t a n t i a l m a t e r i a l t o w i n f u t u r e 

I n k e r m a n s , u n l e s s n i m b l e n e s s was r e i n f o r c e d w i t h m u s c l e and 
13 

s t a m i n a . T h i r t y y e a r s l a t e r , i n a s u r v e y o f modern 
E n g l i s h s p o r t , F r e d e r i c k G a l e c o n c l u d e d t h a t o n l y o r g a n i s e d 

14 

games h a d s a v e d t h e ' c o u n t e r s k i p p e r s ' f r o m e f f e m i n a c y . 

The w o r k i n g c l a s s e s w e r e n e v e r i n d a n g e r o f e f f e m i n a c y , b u t 

c i t y l i f e b l i g h t e d t h e i r h e a l t h t o an e x t e n t w h i c h a l a r m e d 

d o c t o r s a n d d i s a p p o i n t e d r e c r u i t i n g s e r g e a n t s . W i l l i a m H a r d -

w i c k e , m e d i c a l o f f i c e r f o r h e a l t h i n P a d d i n g t o n i n t h e 

s i x t i e s , u r g e d t h e c a s e f o r s t a t e p r o m o t i o n o f games and 

g y m n a s t i c e x e r c i s e s t o h a l t t h i s d e g e n e r a t i o n , a nd L o r d 

B r a b a z o n , c h a i r m a n o f t h e G a r d e n s and P l a y g r o u n d s A s s o c i a t i o n , 

moved t h e same c a s e t w e n t y y e a r s l a t e r on t h e e v i d e n c e t h a t 

n e a r l y h a l f t h e r e c r u i t s s e e k i n g e n l i s t m e n t i n t h e s e r v i c e s 
15 

w e r e r e j e c t e d f o r p h y s i c a l i n c a p a c i t y . 

P h y s i c a l r e c r e a t i o n r e c e i v e d f u r t h e r e n d o r s e m e n t 

f r o m m a j o r c o n t e m p o r a r y f i g u r e s . We h a v e s e e n i n a p r e v i o u s 

c h a p t e r how C h a r l e s K i n g s l e y i m p a r t e d a s p i r i t u a l g l o s s 

t o s p o r t and b o d i l y e x e r c i s e . H i s e m p h a s i s upon t h e i r 

n e c e s s a r y p r a c t i c e a s a d u t y t o o n e ' s c o u n t r y became more 

i n s i s t e n t a f t e r h i s c o n v e r s i o n t o D a r w i n i s m (an i d e o l o g y 

whose p o p u l a r i t y i n c r e a s e d t h e g e n e r a l c o n c e r n o v e r n a t i o n a l 
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16 h e a l t h ) . A n o t h e r D a r w i n i a n , H e r b e r t S p e n c e r , m a i n t a i n e d 

t h a t " t h e c o n t e s t s o f commerce a r e i n p a r t d e t e r m i n e d b y 
17 

t h e b o d i l y e n d u r a n c e o f t h e p r o d u c e r s . " 

U n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e -of s u c h t e a c h i n g s s p o r t became 

a medium f o r t r a i n i n g t h e y o u n g t o meet w i t h t h e d i v e r s e 

c h a l l e n g e s o f a n a t u r a l l y h a r s h and c o m p e t i t i v e w o r l d — 

"Games," d e c l a r e d t h e p h y s i c i a n t o Rugby S c h o o l , " p r o d u c e 

a j u s t a m b i t i o n t o e x c e l i n e v e r y p h a s e o f t h e b a t t l e o f 
18 

l i f e . " The l a n g u a g e o f games became t h e l a n g u a g e o f 

a d v e n t u r e a nd t h e h i g h e s t e n d e a v o u r , d e s i g n e d t o s u s t a i n 

t h e y o u n g u n d e r f i r e , w h e t h e r f r o m f a s t b o w l e r s o r . i n s u r g e n t 

t r i b e s m e n . A S c o t t i s h d i v i n e e x p r e s s e d h i s d e l i g h t a t a 

y o u t h f u l game o f c r i c k e t i n t h e f o l l o w i n g t e r m s : 
How I l o v e t o mark t h e q u i c k , w a t c h f u l g l a n c e o f 
t h e e y e a s t h e b a l l comes s p e e d i n g on w h i c h w i l l 
d e c i d e f o r 'our C l u b ' t h e h o n o u r o f t h e d a y , a n d 
t o . m a r k on t h e f a c e s o f t h o s e who go o u t , t h e l o o k 
w h i c h was on t h a t o f F r a n c o i s I a s he w r o t e t o h i s 
m o t h e r a f t e r t h e b a t t l e o f P a v i a , " T o u t e s t p e r d u 
h o r m i s 1 ' h o n n e u r . " 1 9 

I n N e w b o l t ' s p o p u l a r poem " V i t a i Lampada," i t i s t h e v o i c e 

o f a s c h o o l b o y t h a t r a l l i e s t h e r a n k s d u r i n g some d e s p e r a t e 
20 

d e s e r t a c t i o n : " P l a y up! P l a y u p ! and p l a y t h e game I" 

The p u b l i c s c h o o l was t h e p r i n c i p a l l a b o r a t o r y i n 

w h i c h t h e y o u n g w ere e x p o s e d t o s p o r t a s a t e s t f o r g r e a t e r 

t h i n g s t o come, a n d i t was h e r e t h a t t h e games e t h o s was 

r e f i n e d . Men l i k e D r . A r n o l d a t Rugby h a d p r o m o t e d o r g a n i s e d 

games t o i n s t i l d i s c i p l i n e a n d s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t i n s c h o o l b o y s 
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who, i n t h e u n r e f o r m e d p u b l i c s c h o o l s o f t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h 
21 c e n t u r y , h a d o f t e n s o u g h t t h e i r r e c r e a t i o n i n o r g a n i s e d r i o t . 

The f u l l r e t u r n s on t h i s p r a c t i c e s t o o d o u t c l e a r l y b y 

t h e 1 8 8 0 s when E d w a r d L y t t e l t o n c o n s i d e r e d t h e m e r i t s o f 

p u b l i c s c h o o l a t h l e t i c s : 

F i r s t l y b y b e i n g f o r c e d t o p u t t h e w e l f a r e o f t h e . 
common c a u s e b e f o r e s e l f i s h i n t e r e s t s , t o o b e y 
i m p l i c i t l y t h e w o r d o f command, and a c t i n c o n c e r t 
w i t h t h e h e t e r o g e n e o u s e l e m e n t s o f t h e company he 
b e l o n g s i n ; and s e c o n d l y , s h o u l d i t s o t u r n o u t , a 
b o y i s d i s c i p l i n e d b y b e i n g r a i s e d t o a p o s t o f 
command, w h e r e he f e e l s t h e g r a v i t y o f r e s p o n s i b l e 
o f f i c e and t h e d i f f i c u l t y o f m a k i n g p r o m p t d e c i s i o n s 
and s e c u r i n g a w i l l i n g o b e d i e n c e . 2 2 

P e r s o n a l c o u r a g e t e m p e r e d b y t h e t e am s p i r i t , and 

a r e s p e c t f o r a u t h o r i t y u n d e r t h e g o v e r n a n c e o f f a i r p l a y — 

t h e s e w e re t h e k e y v a l u e s i n t h e new r a t i o n a l e o f s p o r t , and 
23 

a l s o s e r v e d a s i m p o r t a n t s o c i a l c o n t r o l s o f f t h e f i e l d . 

D e v o t e e s o f s p o r t i n t e r n a l i s e d i t s v a l u e s : N. L. J a c k s o n , 

a p r o m i n e n t and i n f l u e n t i a l a t h l e t e o f t h e e i g h t i e s and 

n i n e t i e s , d e c o r a t e d h i s m e m o i r s w i t h an a m ple d e f i n i t i o n . o f 

s p o r t s m a n s h i p , t o w h i c h he a t t r i b u t e d l e s s o n s i n s e l f - c o n t r o l , 

c o m p a s s i o n a n d h o n e s t y , m a i n t a i n i n g i n c o n c l u s i o n t h a t " i t 
24 

u n c o n s c i o u s l y d i r e c t s e v e r y a c t i o n o f y o u r l i f e . " 

" A t h l e t i c i s m , " a s s e r t e d C h a r l e s B o x , c r i c k e t w r i t e r a n d 

p o p u l a r p h i l o s o p h e r , " i s no u n i m p o r t a n t b u l w a r k o f t h e 

c o n s t i t u t i o n ... ( i t ) h a s no s y m p a t h y w i t h N i h i l i s m , , Communism, 
25 

n o r any o t h e r ' i s m 1 t h a t p o i n t s t o n a t i o n a l d i s o r d e r . " 
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S p o r t c o u l d be e f f e c t i v e i n i n d o c t r i n a t i n g t h e 

h o i - p o l l o i a s w e l l a s p u b l i c s c h o o l m e n . A t e s t i m o n y on 

t h i s c o u n t comes f r o m H. B. P h i l p o t t , an e a r l y h i s t o r i a n 

o f t h e L o n d o n S c h o o l . B o a r d : 

I t i s a s t r u e f o r t h e c h i l d r e n o f m e c h a n i c s a n d 
l a b o u r e r s , a s f o r t h e c h i l d r e n o f m e r c h a n t s a nd 
p r o f e s s i o n a l men, t h a t m a n l y s p o r t s , p l a y e d a s 
t h e y s h o u l d be p l a y e d , t e n d t o d e v e l o p u n s e l f i s h 
p l u c k , d e t e r m i n a t i o n , s e l f - c o n t r o l a n d p u b l i c 
s p i r i t . O b s e r v e a g r o u p o f B o a r d S c h o o l c r i c k e t e r s 
a f t e r t h e y h a v e u n d e r g o n e a p e r i o d o f f r i e n d l y 
s u p e r v i s i o n .... . No one q u a r r e l s w i t h t h e p l a c i n g 
o f t h e f i e l d ... t h e y o u n g c a p t a i n d o e s n o t b a w l 
' b u t t e r f i n g e r s ' o r ' s i l l y f a t h e a d ' w h e n e v e r a 
c a t c h i s m i s s e d ... t h e b a t s m a n b o w l e d f o r a d u c k 
n e i t h e r s h o u t s t h a t ' i t a i n ' t f a i r ' n o r p u n c h e s 
t h e u m p i r e . . . . No t h e y h a v e l e a r n e d t o ' p l a y 
t h e game.' And t h e c h a n g e i s n o t a m a t t e r o f 
c r i c k e t o n l y ; i n b e c o m i n g b e t t e r c r i c k e t e r s t h e y 
h a v e become b e t t e r b o y s . 2 6 

P h i l p o t t a l s o r e m a r k e d on t h e " m o r a l s a l v a t i o n " 

e f f e c t e d , b y f o o t b a l l , b u t i t i s s i g n i f i c a n t t h a t he s h o u l d 

p a y m o s t a t t e n t i o n t o t h e s o c i a l t h e r a p i e s o f c r i c k e t , f o r 

i t was t h i s game w h i c h was c o n s t a n t l y made t o s e r v e a s 

a m e t a p h o r f o r t h e i d e a l s o c i e t y . A l t h o u g h t h e r e was a 

t h o r o u g h - g o i n g c o m m e r c i a l s e c t o r i n c r i c k e t , t h e g e n e r a l . 

b a n i s h m e n t o f g a m b l i n g f r o m t h e game recommended i t a s a 
27 . . ~ . . -r e f o r m e d s p o r t . I t c a r r i e d w i t h i t l o n g - s t a n d i n g a s s o c i a t i o n s 

o f a b u c o l i c , p r e - i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y ; i t was i n f a c t a 

p e r f e c t v e h i c l e f o r t h e m y t h s o f M e r r i e E n g l a n d . C r i c k e t , 

w r o t e one r e p r e s e n t a t i v e c o m m e n t a t o r i n t h e c o u r s e o f a 

p o l i t i c a l r e f o r m t r a c t o f t h e l a t e f i f t i e s , a f f o r d e d "a ha p p y 



260 

and c o m p e n d i o u s i l l u s t r a t i o n o f E n g l i s h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

and E n g l i s h s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s ... t h e t r u l y E n g l i s h 

r e p u b l i c a n e l e m e n t o f a m i x t u r e o f c l a s s e s w i t h t h e r i g h t . 

man i n t h e r i g h t p l a c e 1 , i s nowhere b e t t e r e x e m p l i f i e d t h a n 
2 8 

i n t h e c r i c k e t f i e l d . " The game was a p p l a u d e d a s a 

c i v i l i s i n g i n f l u e n c e i n t h e new t o w n s , n o t l e a s t b e c a u s e i t 

was c r e d i t e d w i t h d i s c i p l i n i n g t h e s p e c t a t o r a s w e l l a s t h e 

p a r t i c i p a n t . R e c o r d i n g p r o g r e s s i n Y o r k s h i r e , J o h n L a w s o n 

o b s e r v e d t h a t " i t i s n o t uncommon now (1887) f o r t h e p e o p l e 

o f P u d s e y t o be s e e n a p p l a u d i n g t h e i r o p p o n e n t s b y c l a p p i n g 

h a n d s " ( t h e r e a c t i o n s o f s i x t y y e a r s p r e v i o u s h a d b e e n 
29 

somewhat more c u r m u d g e o n l y ) . 

Thus t h e new m o d e l a t h l e t i c s p o r t s b o a s t e d some 

i m p e c c a b l e c r e d e n t i a l s : t h e y p r o v i d e d a r e g i m e n w h i c h 

b r o u g h t p h y s i c a l f i t n e s s t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l , t o u g h e n i n g h i m 

a g a i n s t t h e d e b i l i t i e s o f c i t y l i f e a n d m a i n t a i n i n g h i s 

r e a d i n e s s f o r armed s e r v i c e ; t h e y a l s o p r o v i d e d an e d u c a t i o n 

i n s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e a n d t e a m w o r k w h i c h a c t e d a s a m o r a l 

p o l i c e o v e r t h e i n d i v i d u a l ' s l i f e a t l a r g e ; a d a p t e d t o t h e 

new c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f modern s o c i e t y t h e y y e t r e t a i n e d 

s e n t i m e n t a l h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s o f s o c i a l harmony a nd 

t h e f r a t e r n i t y o f a l l c l a s s e s i n s p o r t . A t t h e v e r y l e a s t 

t h e y w e r e recommended a s an a n t i d o t e f o r w h a t , b y a l l 

a c c o u n t s , seems t o ha v e b e e n t h e common c o m p l a i n t o f 
30 

V i c t o r i a n t o w n d w e l l e r s — i n d i g e s t i o n . 
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G i v e n t h e n t h e p a t e n t l y ' r a t i o n a l ' n a t u r e o f a t h l e t i c 

s p o r t s o r o r g a n i s e d games we w o u l d e x p e c t them t o have b e e n 

w i d e l y p r o m o t e d among t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s . Y e t s u c h was n o t 

t h e c a s e . A s H. A. B u t l e r - J o h n s t o n e , M.P. p o i n t e d o u t t o 

t h e House o f Commons i n 1 8 7 5 , " i t i s no a n s w e r t o t h e c o m p l a i n t 

t h a t l a r g e c l a s s e s a r e d e p r i v e d o f t h e a d v a n t a g e s o f 

a t h l e t i c s a n d o u t d o o r s p o r t s t o s a y t h a t o t h e r c l a s s e s a r e 
31 

d e v o t e d t o t h e s e e x e r c i s e s . " I t was o n l y xn t h e l a t e 

e i g h t i e s , a n d t h e n w i t h d o u b t f u l e n t h u s i a s m , t h a t Shearman 

c o u l d r e c o r d : "The a t h l e t i c movement w h i c h commenced w i t h 

t h e ' c l a s s e s ' , and f i r s t d r e w i t s s t r e n g t h f r o m t h e U n i v e r s i 

t i e s and p u b l i c s c h o o l s , h a s f i n a l l y , l i k e m o s t o t h e r 
movements and f a s h i o n s , g o o d o r b a d , s p r e a d downwards t o 

32 

t h e m a s s e s . " The s t o r y o f t h e c u l t u r a l s p x n - o f f d u r x n g 

t h e s e y e a r s r e c o r d s t h e o b s t a c l e s i n t h e way o f a c h i e v i n g 

i n s p o r t t h e s o c i a l l i a i s o n w h i c h h a d l o n g b e e n p r e a c h e d b y 

t h o s e i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e r e f o r m o f r e c r e a t i o n . 

F i r s t l y , t h e r e was l i t t l e p r o v i s i o n o r e n c o u r a g e m e n t 

f o r a t h l e t i c games i n t h e e d u c a t i o n a l w o r l d o u t s i d e t h e 

p u b l i c s c h o o l s . C l e a r l y one o f t h e p r o b l e m s was l a c k o f 

s p a c e . An a s s i s t a n t c o m m i s s i o n e r e n q u i r i n g i n t o p o p u l a r 

e d u c a t i o n i n t h e s i x t i e s d e p l o r e d t h e a b s e n c e o f p l a y g r o u n d s 

and o r g a n i s e d games i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s s c h o o l s , and Thomas Okey, 

who was a b o y i n S p i t a l f i e l d s a t t h i s t i m e , e c h o e d t h e 

c o m p l a i n t o f many a w o r k i n g - c l a s s a u t o b i o g r a p h y i n r e c a l l i n g 
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t h a t t h e s t r e e t s w e re t h e o n l y p l a y i n g f i e l d s o f h i s y o u t h — 

a s a t h l e t i c p r a c t i c e he swam i n t h e c a n a l , f o r t h e r e w e r e 
33 

no.games a t h i s N a t i o n a l S c h o o l . The E d u c a t i o n A c t o f 

1870 d i d l i t t l e t o remedy s u c h d e f i c i e n c i e s . P h i l p o t t , who 

we h a v e q u o t e d on t h e b e n e f i c e n t e f f e c t o f p r o p e r l y 

s u p e r v i s e d s p o r t on b o a r d s c h o o l b o y s i n L o n d o n , n e v e r t h e l e s s 

f o u n d p h y s i c a l e d u c a t i o n "one o f t h e l e a s t s a t i s f a c t o r y 

f e a t u r e s o f t h e B o a r d ' s w o r k " a n d d e s c r i b e d some o f t h e 

p r o b l e m s i m p e d i n g i t s p r o g r e s s . The c h i l d r e n ' s i n t e r e s t 

i n a n d c a p a c i t y f o r p l a y i n g s p o r t was r e s t r i c t e d b y 

d e f i c i e n c i e s o f d i e t a n d o f p o c k e t money, a n d i n t h e l o n g 

a b s e n c e o f p l a y i n g f i e l d s t h e i r c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s 

s t o p p e d s h o r t w i t h t h e games o f t h e s t r e e t . Some t e a c h e r s 

h a d w o r k e d h a r d t o p r o m o t e s p o r t , s a i d P h i l p o t t , b u t mos t 

o f them w e r e t o o i n t e n t o n t h e s t r u g g l e o f b r i n g i n g e a c h 

s c h o l a r up t o t h e p o i n t o f p a s s i n g t h e G o v e r n m e n t i n s p e c t o r ; 

u n d e r t h e s y s t e m o f payment b y - r e s u l t s i t was d i f f i c u l t f o r 

them t o i n t r o d u c e a n y t h i n g n o t e n c o u r a g e d b y t h e o f f i c i a l 
n A 34 
Code. 

The n e g l e c t o f games i n e l e m e n t a r y s c h o o l s was n o t 

h o w e v e r due s i m p l y t o t h e d e a r t h o f p l a y s p a c e b u t t o t h e 

s p e c i f i c s o c i a l f u n c t i o n a s s i g n e d t o t h e s e s c h o o l s i n 

e d u c a t i o n a l p o l i c y . The C l a r e n d o n r e p o r t on p u b l i c 

s c h o o l s i n 1861 h a d r e c o g n i s e d t h e v a l u e o f s p o r t i n 

c h a r a c t e r t r a i n i n g , b u t i n t e r m s o f t h e S t a t e ' s p r o v i s i o n 
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i t was t r a i n i n g r e s e r v e d f o r s o c i e t y ' s l e a d e r s , n o t t h e l e d . 

P h y s i c a l e d u c a t i o n , f o r w o r k i n g - c l a s s c h i l d r e n meant n o t 
35 . games, b u t . d r i l l . E d w i n C h a d w i c k was p r o m i n e n t among 

t h o s e who made a s t r o n g a r g u m e n t f o r d r i l l i n t h e s i x t i e s 

a n d p r e s s e d t h e i r c a s e upon F o r s t e r , t h e a u t h o r o f t h e 1870 

A c t . D r i l l w o u l d p r o v i d e i n d u s t r i a l t r a i n i n g f o r e a c h new 

g e n e r a t i o n o f t h e l a b o u r f o r c e a n d p a r a - m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g 

f o r a p o t e n t i a l c i t i z e n s ' army. The e c o n o m i c s o f t h e scheme 

were s p e l l e d o u t i n d e t a i l — w i t h s u c h t r a i n i n g , c l a i m e d 

C h a d w i c k , t h r e e m i g h t e v e n t u a l l y do t h e work o f f i v e , a n d i f 

a b o y was t a u g h t t o w a l k w i t h a more e v e n s t e p he m i g h t 
3 6 

make do w i t h one l e s s p a i r o f b o o t s o v e r t h e y e a r . D r i l l 

f o u n d i t s way i n t o t h e s c h o o l s ' c u r r i c u l u m a n d , u n l i k e s p o r t , 

q u a l i f i e d f o r a g r a n t . The s c h o o l b o a r d s w e l c o m e d d r i l l : 

i t h e l p e d c o n t r o l u n r u l y c l a s s e s ; i t made e f f i c i e n t u s e 

o f l i m i t e d s p a c e ( d r i l l c o u l d be p r a c t i c e d i n t h e c l a s s r o o m 

gangways i f t h e r e was no p l a y g r o u n d a t a l l ' ) ; t h e c h i l d r e n 

o f t e n e n o u g h e n j o y e d . i t , . a n d i t was n o t u n p o p u l a r w i t h p a r e n t s 

(a man who was i n s c h o o l i n S w i n d o n i n t h e e i g h t i e s r e c a l l e d 

f o r m i n g s q u a r e s a n d d o i n g e l e m e n t a r y r i f l e d r i l l w i t h 
b r o o m s t i c k s — " M y f a t h e r , a J o h n B r i g h t l i b e r a l , d i d n ' t 

37 

o b j e c t " ) . G y m n a s t i c e x e r c i s e s p r o v i d e d an o c c a s i o n a l 

s u p p l e m e n t t o d r i l l b u t t h e r e was no t e a c h i n g o f a t h l e t i c 

s k i l l s w h i c h m i g h t l a t e r e n r i c h t h e a d u l t l i f e o f b o a r d 

s c h o o l c h i l d r e n . I n d e e d , one a u t h o r i t y t a l k e d a s t h o u g h 
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p h y s i c a l e d u c a t i o n d u r i n g s c h o o l d a y s was t h e o n l y s u c h 

t r a i n i n g m o s t w o r k i n g - c l a s s c h i l d r e n w o u l d r e c e i v e , " i n a s 

much a s , a f t e r an e a r l y a g e , t h e y h a v e l i t t l e o r no t i m e f o r 
3 8 

r e c r e a t i o n . l i k e t h o s e s o c i a l l y a b o v e them." 

I n t h e a d u l t w o r l d , e v e n w h e r e t i m e was a v a i l a b l e , 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s p a r t i c i p a t i o n was l i m i t e d b y t h e r e s t r i c t i v e 

r u l i n g s o f t h e new g o v e r n i n g b o d i e s o f t h e v a r i o u s a t h l e t i c 

s p o r t s . A s an e x a m p l e we may t a k e t h e p o l i c y o f t h e 

i n f l u e n t i a l A m a t e u r A t h l e t i c C l u b , f o r m e d i n 1866 " t o 

a f f o r d a s c o m p l e t e l y a s p o s s i b l e t o a l l c l a s s e s o f G e n t l e m a n 

A m a t e u r s t h e means o f p r a c t i c i n g a n d c o m p e t i n g v e r s u s one 

a n o t h e r w i t h o u t b e i n g c o m p e l l e d t o m i x w i t h p r o f e s s i o n a l 

r u n n e r s . " F o r t h e A A C an a m a t e u r was f u r t h e r d e f i n e d a s 

"Any p e r s o n who h a s n e v e r c o m p e t e d i n a n open c o m p e t i t i o n , 

o r f o r p u b l i c money, o r f o r a d m i s s i o n money, o r w i t h 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s f o r a p r i z e , p u b l i c money o r a d m i s s i o n money, 

and who h a s n e v e r , a t a n y p e r i o d o f h i s l i f e , t a u g h t o r 

a s s i s t e d i n t h e p u r s u i t o f A t h l e t i c e x e r c i s e s a s a means 
"39 

o f l i v e l i h o o d , o r i s a m e c h a n i c , a r t i s a n o r l a b o u r e r . " 

D i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t t h e m e c h a n i c , a r t i s a n o r 

l a b o u r e r e v i n c e s c o n s i d e r a b l e c o n c e r n f o r t h e s o c i a l . , s t a t u s 

o f s p o r t , w h i c h we w o u l d n o t f i n d s u r p r i s i n g i n a c l a s s 

s o c i e t y , b u t t h i s c o n c e r n was r e i n f o r c e d b y a f u n d a m e n t a l l y 

new a t t i t u d e t o t h e p r a c t i c e o f s p o r t w h i c h s e r v e d t o 

e m p h a s i s e s t i l l more t h e d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n b o u r g e o i s a n d 
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p o p u l a r c u l t u r e s . T h i s i s e x e m p l i f i e d i n t h e c o n t r a s t 

b e t w e e n t h e new m o d e l a t h l e t i c s p o r t s o f t h e A A C and t h e 

p o p u l a r a t h l e t i c s o f ' p e d e s t r i a n i s m ' — t h e s u b r o s a w o r l d o f 

p r o f e s s i o n a l r u n n i n g a n d w a l k i n g r a c e s . 

P e d e s t r i a n i s m was e c c e n t r i c and u n d i s c i p l i n e d . 

I t s c o n t e s t s w e re f r e q u e n t l y b i z a r r e — w a l k i n g b a c k w a r d s , 
y 

r a c i n g i n h e a v i l y w e i g h t e d c l o g s , p i c k i n g up s t o n e s ( o r 

e g g s ) a t r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s o v e r a l o n g d i s t a n c e , t r u n d l i n g 

b a r r o w l o a d s o f b r i c k s — a n d o f t e n seemed l i t t l e r e m o v e d 

f r o m t r a d i t i o n a l r u r a l f e a t s o f b r u t e s t r e n g t h a n d e n d u r a n c e . ' 

The s p o r t h a d a l o n g p r e v i o u s h i s t o r y o f g e n t l e m a n l y 

p a t r o n a g e s - m a s t e r s h a d c h o s e n f o o t m e n f o r t h e i r r u n n i n g 

p r o w e s s , a nd b a c k e d them a g a i n s t t h o s e o f r i v a l h o u s e h o l d s 
41 

i n m a t c h e s w h i c h t h e y t h e m s e l v e s h a d o f t e n j o i n e d - - b u t 

u p p e r - c l a s s i n t e r e s t a n d p a r t i c i p a t i o n h a d waned c o n s i d e r a b l y 

b y t h e f i f t i e s . I t was i n 1852 t h a t C h a m b e r s ' s E d i n b u r g h 
J o u r n a l r e p o r t e d : 

I n p e d e s t r i a n i s m ... we o c c a s i o n a l l y h e a r o f 
g e n t l e m e n whose e m u l a t i o n . i m p e l s t o a c o n t e s t , 
w h i c h t h e y may s p i c e w i t h a b e t o f 100 g u i n e a s 
o r s o ; b u t t h e c o m p e t i t o r s , i n m o s t i n s t a n c e s w h e r e 
money p a s s e s , a r e p o o r men, who l i t e r a l l y w a l k o r 
r u n f o r t h e i r b r e a d ; t h e m a t c h i s g e n e r a l l y c o n c o c t e d 
b y a t a v e r n - k e e p e r , who p l a n s i t s o a s t o make i t 
a m a t t e r o f b u s i n e s s . The i n d i v i d u a l s who o u t r a g e 
n a t u r e b y w a l k i n g 1000 m i l e s i n 1000 s u c c e s s i v e h a l f -
h o u r s , and s u c h l i k e f e a t s , a r e m o s t l y p u b l i c a n s ' 
p r o t e g e s . 4 2 

W h i l e s h e d d i n g i t s o l d p a t r o n s , t h e s p o r t h a d become, 

e x t r e m e l y p o p u l a r . The e l i t e among t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l s , 
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b e a r i n g h e r o i c and f l a m b o y a n t n a m e s — t h e G a t e s h e a d C l i p p e r , 

t h e N o r w i c h M i l k B o y , t h e Crow C a t c h e r , a n d t h e l i k e — r a c e d 

f o r c h a m p i o n s h i p c u p s and b e l t s b e f o r e c r o w d s o f s e v e r a l 

t h o u s a n d s a t m a j o r p e d e s t r i a n e n c l o s u r e s i n t h e b i g c i t i e s . . 

I t was an u n r u l y b u s i n e s s , t o j u d g e f r o m t h e n o t i c e s o f 

p e d e s t r i a n m e e t i n g s a p p e a r i n g i n t h e s p o r t i n g p r e s s o f 

t h e p e r i o d . F rom a m a t c h p r o m o t e d b y t h e l a n d l o r d o f t h e . 

Y o r k s h i r e S t i n g o a t Mr. R o b e r t s ' g r o u n d i n West L o n d o n i n 

J a n u a r y 1 8 6 2 , t h e E r a r e p o r t e d : "The b e t t i n g was h e a v y , 

t h e s p o r t a d m i r a b l e , t h e management i n s u f f e r a b l e ... n o t u n t i l 

h a l f t h e p r o c e e d i n g s w e r e o v e r d i d t h e P r o p r i e t o r s e n d f o r 

t h e p o l i c e t o k e e p o r d e r , as i s u s u a l on a l l r u n n i n g g r o u n d s . " 

As we h a v e s e e n , p e d e s t r i a n i s m was a s p o r t o f t h e . s t r e e t s 

a s w e l l a s t h e r u n n i n g g r o u n d s — a n ' i n d e c e n t n u i s a n c e ' , 

condemned b y r e s p e c t a b l e c i t i z e n s , h a r a s s e d b y t h e p o l i c e , 
44 

and p u n i s h e d b y t h e c o u r t s . The w o r l d o f i t s c h a m p i o n s 

was r e c o r d e d i n t h e p a g e s o f B e l l ' s S p o r t i n g L i f e , t h e 

p r i n c i p a l o r g a n o f a g r e a t u n d e r g r o u n d o f p o p u l a r s p o r t . 

A c o n t e m p o r a r y a c k n o w l e d g m e n t o f t h e p a p e r ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e 

i s w o r t h r e q u o t i n g : 
B e l l ' s L i f e . t e l l s u s n o t w h a t o u g h t t o be done b y 
E n g l i s h m e n b u t w h a t , a s a m a t t e r o f f a c t , i s done., 
I t shows w h a t a l a r g e b a l a n c e t h e r e s t i l l i s v e r s u s 
t h a t c r u s h i n g r e s p e c t a b i l i t y w h i c h t h r e a t e n s t o 
o v e r w h e l m u s — i t t e l l s u s how much o f t h e a n i m a l 
p l e a s u r e s o f s a v a g e l i f e s u r v i v e s i n t h e h e a r t o f 
c i v i l i s e d l i f e . 4 5 
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S u p p o r t e r s o f t h e new a t h l e t i c i s m w o u l d n o t h a v e 

r e p r e s e n t e d t h e i r games a s c e l e b r a t i o n s o f t h e s a v a g e l i f e ; 

i n many ways t h e y w e r e i n s t i t u t i o n s a b s t r a c t e d f r o m l i f e , 

w h e t h e r s a v a g e o r c i v i l i s e d . D e s p i t e t h e a g g r e s s i v e s t y l e 

o f l a n g u a g e w h i c h c o l o u r e d d e b a t e s on h e a l t h and a t h l e t i c s 

i n t h e c o n t e x t o f s o c i a l D a r w i n i s m and n a t i o n a l s u r v i v a l , 

t h e r e was a s e n s e i n w h i c h t h e games f i e l d s e r v e d more a s 

a r e f u g e f r o m t h e c o m p e t i t i v e s t r a i n s o f r e a l l i f e t h a n as 
46 

an e x t e n s i o n o f i t . The d o c t r i n e o f f a i r p l a y p r o v i d e d 

f o r c o m p e t i t i o n , o f c o u r s e , b u t s u s p e n d e d t h e a b s o l u t e 

j u d g e m e n t s o f s u c c e s s o r f a i l u r e , a f f l u e n c e o r b a n k r u p t c y , 

w h i c h c o u l d b e f a l l c o m m e r c i a l o r p r o f e s s i o n a l l i f e . The 

v i n d i c t i v e l a w s o f N a t u r e w h i c h w ere j u d g e d t o g o v e r n a 

man's w o r k i n g l i f e w e r e t o be b a r r e d f r o m h i s p l a y . S p o r t 

was now a l a b o r a t o r y i n w h i c h men c o u l d t e s t t h e m s e l v e s 

u n d e r p r e c i s e a n d u n i f o r m r u l e s , n o t an a r e n a w h e r e , t o r e c a l l 

t h e p h r a s e i n C h a m b e r s ' s J o u r n a l , men w e r e i n c i t e d t o 
47 

" o u t r a g e n a t u r e . " The o l d s p o r t s h a d a b o u t them t h e f l a v o u r 

o f g l a d i a t o r i a l c o n t e s t s ( i n p e d e s t r i a n i s m a s much a s t h e 

p r i z e r i n g ) a n d w e r e r e p o r t e d i n an a r c a n e v e r n a c u l a r o f 

e p i c and a r r e s t i n g s t y l e ; t h e new s p o r t h a d i t s h e r o e s 

( n o t a b l y C a p t a i n Webb, t h e l o n g - d i s t a n c e swimmer) and t h e 

h e r o i c s t y l e o f r e p o r t a g e s u r v i v e d i n m o d i f i e d f o r m i n t h e 

f l o u r i s h i n g w o r l d o f b o y ' s p e r i o d i c a l s , b u t t h e t y p i c a l 

s p o r t i n g p a p e r w h i c h a p p e a r e d i n t h e s i x t i e s a n d s e v e n t i e s 
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t o s e r v i c e t h e new a t h l e t i c i s m was a j o u r n a l o f r e c o r d , 
48 

r a r e l y an e s s a y i n m e l o d r a m a . Thus was s p o r t r e p r e s e n t e d 

a s a n e u t r a l , s c i e n t i f i c e x e r c i s e , an a l t e r n a t i v e w o r l d o f 

p h y s i c a l i m p r o v e m e n t a nd a c h i e v e m e n t w h i c h c o u l d be e x a c t l y 

m e a s u r e d , s a f e f r o m t h e h a r s h a n d o f t e n a d v e n t i t i o u s 

s a n c t i o n s o f w o r k i n g l i f e ; t h e members o f i t s f r a t e r n i t y 

e n j o y e d a s e n s e o f c o m p e t i t i v e s t r i v i n g w h i c h s t o p p e d f a r 

s h o r t o f s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n . I n t e a m games i n p a r t i c u l a r , 

r e c k l e s s i n d i v i d u a l i s m was r e s t r a i n e d b y t h e i n s i s t e n c e upon 

t e a m s p i r i t a n d c o - o p e r a t i o n . S p o r t was n o t , h o w e v e r , t o be 

a l l o w e d t o e n g r o s s l i f e ; a m a g a z i n e a r t i c l e i n 1881 w h i c h 

c r i t i c i s e d t h e p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f p r i z e s i n a m a t e u r a t h l e t i c s 

d i d s o b e c a u s e t h e y t e n d e d " t o e x a l t r e c r e a t i o n a b o v e i t s 

l i m i t s i n t o a s u b s t i t u t e f o r w o r k , " l e a d i n g t o a s i t u a t i o n 

w h e r e " s e l f i s h c o m p e t i t i o n p r e v a i l s r a t h e r t h a n t h e s e n s e 
49 

o f w holesome m e m b e r s h i p i n s p o r t s . " Thus p e d e s t r i a n i s m 

was a b h o r r e n t t o a m a t e u r s , b e c a u s e i t was p r o f e s s i o n a l i s e d 

and t h e r e f o r e a k i n d o f w o r k . I t was on s u c h g r o u n d s t h a t 

t h e g o v e r n i n g b o d i e s o f t h e r e f o r m e d s p o r t s c o n t e s t e d t h e 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f p r o f e s s i o n a l s i n t h e i r m e e t i n g s , i n a. 

r u n n i n g c o n t r o v e r s y w h i c h d o m i n a t e d t h e a t h l e t i c w o r l d 

f r o m t h e s i x t i e s o n w a r d s . 

A l s o c e n t r a l t o t h e c a s e a g a i n s t p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m 

was t h e c o n t e n t i o n t h a t i t e n c o u r a g e d g a m b l i n g . G a m b l i n g 

was r e v i l e d b y m i d d l e - c l a s s o p i n i o n on s e v e r a l g r o u n d s . 
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I t was a m a t t e r o f p e r p e t u a l s c a n d a l t o t h e man o f b u s i n e s s 

t h a t t h e s o c i e t y g a m b l e r w o u l d h o n o u r h i s g a m i n g d e b t s 

w h i l e s c o r n i n g t o t h e l a s t t h e c l a i m s o f t h e h o n e s t 

t r a d e s m e n among h i s c r e d i t o r s , w h i l e b e t t i n g among t h e 

l o w e r o r d e r s was r e g a r d e d a s a c o n s t a n t t h r e a t t o p r o p e r t y 

and s o c i a l o r d e r . Young g e n t l e m e n were a d v i s e d t h a t "The 

m o r a l h e a l t h i n e s s o r u n h e a l t h i n e s s o f a n y r e c r e a t i o n may 

g e n e r a l l y be e s t i m a t e d b y t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h i t h a s 
50 

become t h e s u b j e c t o f b e t s . " The g e n t l e m a n p a t r o n o f 

t r a d i t i o n a l s p o r t s h a d b a c k e d h i s p r o t e g e s a s a m a t t e r o f 

c o u r s e , a n d The T i m e s c o u l d s t i l l d e f e n d b e t t i n g i n t h e 

s i x t i e s w i t h t h e a r g u m e n t t h a t , w i t h a f e w r e c k l e s s 

e x c e p t i o n s , t h e n o b i l i t y knew how t o b e t ; t h e i r v u l g a r 
i m i t a t o r s , s a i d t h e p a p e r , s h o u l d be c a u t i o n e d b u t n o t 

51 

p r o s c r i b e d . B u t t h e r a i l w a y s a n d t e l e g r a p h h a d p r o d u c e d 

a n a t i o n a l s p o r t i n g m a r k e t i n w h i c h t h e a r i s t o c r a t i c b a c k e r 

h a d b e e n s u p e r s e d e d b y t h e b o o k m a k e r ; t h e p r e s e n c e o f a 

g e n t l e m a n h a d a l l e g e d l y e n s u r e d f a i r p l a y , w h e r e a s t h e 
52 

b o o k i e p r o v i d e d no s u c h g u a r a n t e e . The ' r o p i n g ' o r 

r i g g i n g o f c o n t e s t s b y t h e g a m b l i n g i n t e r e s t s was n o t o r i o u s 

a t p e d e s t r i a n m e e t i n g s , a n d a s f a r a s t h e a m a t e u r s w e r e 

c o n c e r n e d s u c h c h i c a n e r y d i s t o r t e d t h e n e u t r a l f r a m e o f 

r e f e r e n c e w i t h i n w h i c h s p o r t s s h o u l d i d e a l l y be c o n d u c t e d . 

"The p e d e s t r i a n c i r c l e , " a s s e r t e d one o f t h e new wave o f 

a t h l e t i c p a p e r s , " i s t o o much s u r r o u n d e d b y a h a l o o f b e e r 
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and s k i t t l e s , a nd a m e n a b l e t o t h e l o w a r t o f t h e b o o k m a k e r s 

t o make i t e i t h e r a h e a l t h y o r an i m p r o v i n g p l a c e o f r e s o r t , 
53 

o r a r e l i a b l e gauge o f man's p h y s i c a l p o w e r s . " 

S u c h a s s o c i a t i o n s w e r e t o be a v o i d e d a t a l l c o s t s 

i f t h e new s p o r t s w e r e t o be made s o c i a l l y r e s p e c t a b l e . The 

e n t h u s i a s t s who f o u n d e d t h e A A C a n d l i k e b o d i e s h a d some 

i n i t i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s i n p e r s u a d i n g t h e i r e l d e r s t h a t t h e 

p r a c t i c e o f a t h l e t i c s p o r t s o u t s i d e t h e c o n f i n e s o f p u b l i c 

s c h o o l and u n i v e r s i t y was n o t v u l g a r and m o r a l l y r u i n o u s — 

W a l t e r R y e ' s f i a n c e e was f o r c e d t o b r e a k o f f t h e engagement 

when h e r m o t h e r d i s c o v e r e d t h a t he t o o k p a r t i n a t h l e t i c s , 

" s h a r i n g w i t h my own p a r e n t s , a s she d i d , t h e t h e n p r e v a l e n t 
54 

i d e a t h a t a t h l e t i c s meant p o t - h o u s i n g . " I t was t o a v o i d 

s u c h o p p r o b r i u m t h a t e a r l y a m a t e u r s wore masks and c o m p e t e d 

i n c o g n i t o . E v e n i n 1 8 6 8 , A n t h o n y T r o l l o p e c o n s i d e r e d 

modern f o o t b a l l a n d a t h l e t i c s t o o p a r v e n u t o i n c l u d e i n h i s 

s u r v e y o f B r i t i s h s p o r t s and games, e x p l a i n i n g t h a t "we h a v e 
f e l t t h a t t h e y h a v e f a l l e n somewhat s h o r t o f t h e n e c e s s a r y 

55 

d i g n i t y . " Once s u c h p r e j u d i c e was d i s p e l l e d , e v e r y t h i n g 

was done t o m a i n t a i n a r e s p e c t a b l e t o n e b y s e c u r i n g a m a t e u r 

a t h l e t i c s a g a i n s t i n t e r l o p e r s f r o m l o w e r s t a t i o n s i n s o c i e t y . 

The new w o r l d o f a m a t e u r s p o r t was t h e r e f o r e an 

e x c l u s i v e one. D i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t t h e o l d e r s p o r t and 

i t s p r a c t i t i o n e r s was b a s e d on r a t i o n a l a n d m o r a l g r o u n d s — 

w h a t c o u l d be more i r r a t i o n a l t h a n w a l k i n g b a c k w a r d s , o r 
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more immoral than gambling?—but the concern for respect

a b i l i t y reveals the strong element of class discrimination. 

In a review of the amateur versus professional controversy 

i n 1880, The Times noted that ."artisans and mechanics have, 

by almost general consent, been shut out from the.privileged 

inner c i r c l e , and have been counted as i n every case, 

professionals .... Their muscular practice i s held to 

give them unfair advantage over more d e l i c a t e l y nurtured 

competitors." The Times thought such an argument had 

become rather obsolete but spoke up for discrimination on 

other grounds :| 

The outsiders, artisans, mechanics, and such l i k e 
troublesome persons can have no place found for 
them. Toj keep them out i s a thing desirable on 
every account. The status of.the rest seems 
better assured and more clear from any doubt which 
might attach to i t , and the prizes are more certa i n 
to f a l l into the r i g h t hands. Loud indeed would be 
the wail over a chased goblet or a pair of s i l v e r 
s c u l l s which a mechanic had been lucky enough to 
carry o f f l The whole 'pot-hunting' world would 
be simply:so much the poorer, to say nothing of 
the r i d i c u l o u s nature of such a defeat, and of the 
s o c i a l degradation which the contest would have 
implied, Whatever i t s r e s u l t s had been .... No 
base mechanic arms need be suffered to thrust themselves 
i n here .5,6 

The most d i f f i c u l t problem i n maintaining 

e x c l u s i v i t y lay along the margins of the class l i n e ; i t was, 

presumably, f a i r l y easy to di s t i n g u i s h and therefore exclude 

the base mechanics or professionals (even though the l a t t e r 

occasionally adopted f a l s e whiskers and fal s e names to 



p l u n d e r a few c u p s ) b u t i n l a r g e m e t r o p o l i t a n c o m m u n i t i e s 

w i t h a h i g h r a t e o f s o c i a l m o b i l i t y t h e s c r e e n i n g c a p a c i t y 

o f t h e r u l i n g c l i q u e s was s e v e r e l y r e d u c e d , and t h e e x -

p u b l i c s c h o o l and v a r s i t y men f a c e d a t a k e o v e r by t h e l o w e r 

m i d d l e - c l a s s t r a d e s m a n and c l e r k . T h i s s i t u a t i o n p r o d u c e d 

a f u r t h e r r e f i n e m e n t o f t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f a m a t e u r i n an 

a t t e m p t t o r e s e r v e t h e h i g h e r s o c i a l r e a c h e s o f s p o r t f o r 

t h e 1 g e n t l e m a n a m a t e u r ' , a s a l e t t e r t o t h e S p o r t i n g G a z e t t e 

i n J u l y 1872 s e r v e s t o e m p h a s i s e : 

S p o r t s n o m i n a l l y o p e n t o g e n t l e m a n a m a t e u r s must 
be c o n f i n e d t o t h o s e who h a v e a r e a l r i g h t t o 
t h a t t i t l e , a n d men o f a . c l a s s c o n s i d e r a b l y l o w e r 
m ust be g i v e n t o u n d e r s t a n d t h a t t h e f a c t s o f t h e i r 
b e i n g w e l l c o n d u c t e d and c i v i l a n d n e v e r h a v i n g r u n 
f o r money a r e n o t - s u f f i c i e n t t o make a man a g e n t l e 
man as w e l l a s an a m a t e u r . They h a v e a h u n d r e d 
and one t r a d e s m e n ' s m e e t i n g s t o f a l l b a c k upon,, 
and w h a t more c a n t h e y w a n t ? 5 8 

No r was i t t o be e x p e c t e d t h a t s p o r t i n g s k i l l s w o u l d s e c u r e 

an e n t r e e w here c i v i l i t y and g o o d c o n d u c t on t h e i r own w e r e 

i n s u f f i c i e n t c r e d e n t i a l s ; a s an e d i t o r i a l i n t h e R e f e r e e 

l a i d down, "The f a c t t h a t a man i s e x c e p t i o n a l l y b r i l l i a n t 

a s a p l a y e r i s i n no way an e x c u s e f o r t h e a s s u m p t i o n o f 
59 

u n w a r r a n t e d s o c i a l r a n k ; q u i t e t h e r e v e r s e . " I t a p p e a r s 

t h a t t h o s e m o s t r e c e n t l y q u a l i f i e d a s g e n t l e m e n w e r e t h e 

m o s t a s s i d u o u s i n p u l l i n g up t h e l a d d e r b e h i n d them; a s one 

o b s e r v e r r e m a r k e d , "From e n q u i r i e s I h a v e made I f i n d t h a t 

n e a r l y a l l t h e members o f t h e a t h l e t i c c l u b s c a l l i n g t h e m s e l v e s 

' G e n t l e m a n A m a t e u r s , " and who e x c l u d e t r a d e s m e n a r e , i n 
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6 0 r e a l i t y , t r a d e s m e n ' s s o n s . " I f s p o r t was i n d e e d t h e g r e a t 

l e v e l l e r , i t s s o c i a l u t i l i t y t o t h e e s t a b l i s h e d o r a s p i r i n g 

b o u r g e o i s i e was t h a t i t m i g h t l e v e l u p, n o t l e v e l down. 

G i v e n t h e n t h e l i m i t a t i o n s on w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t h e new games i n t h e s c h o o l s a n d t h o s e 

a s s o c i a t i o n s b e s t e q u i p p e d t o p r o v i d e f o r a n d / e n c o u r a g e 

a t h l e t i c i s m , b y w h a t p r o c e s s d i d a t h l e t i c s " s p r e a d downwards 

t o t h e m a s s e s " ? I n p a r t i c u l a r , w h a t r o l e d i d r e f o r m e r s 

a l l o t t o s p o r t i n t h e i r p r o m o t i o n o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n ? 

R e f o r m e r s c e r t a i n l y recommended p h y s i c a l e x e r c i s e 

t o t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s . S a m u e l S m i l e s a d v i s e d " a b u n d a n t 
61 

p h y s i c a l e x e r c i s e " i n h i s programme o f s e l f - h e l p . W i l l i a m 

L o v e t t p r e s c r i b e d t h e same, i n p r o p o s i n g a p h y s i c a l r e g i m e n 
6 2 

w h i c h he b e l i e v e d w o u l d a s s i s t t h e i m p r o v e m e n t o f h i s c l a s s , 

and o t h e r w o r k i n g - c l a s s r e f o r m e r s c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e 

d e l i n e a t i o n o f a new m o d e l p h y s i q u e — t r i m m e r a n d more 

a s c e t i c t h a n t h a t d e r i v e d f r o m t h e p u b l i c a n a n d t h e p r i z e f i g h t e r . 

The p r e s e r v a t i o n o f o p e n s p a c e s a t t r a c t e d a t t e n t i o n among 

r e f o r m e r s i n t h e s e v e n t i e s : t r a d e s ' u n i o n v l e a d e r s a n d 

m i d d l e - c l a s s f r i e n d s o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s f o r m e d t h e 

P e o p l e ' s G a r d e n Company i n L o n d o n i n 1 8 7 0 , a n d b y t h e m i d d l e 

o f t h e d e c a d e O c t a v i a H i l l a n d o t h e r p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s h a d . 

e s t a b l i s h e d t h e Open S p a c e Movement, whose m a n i f e s t o s , 
64 e m p h a s i s e d t h e common man's n e e d f o r h e a l t h y o u t d o o r s p o r t s . 

A s we h a v e s e e n , L o r d B r a b a z o n a n d o t h e r s u r g e d t h e same 



c a s e i n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f n a t i o n a l m i l i t a r y p r e p a r e d n e s s . 

A g r o w i n g number o f a t h l e t i c c h u r c h m e n u r g e d t h e i r 

c o l l e a g u e s t o d e v e l o p games' s k i l l s a s a means o f r e a c h i n g 

and e x t e n d i n g t h e i r w o r k i n g - c l a s s c o n g r e g a t i o n s . A s n o t e d 

p r e v i o u s l y , K i n g s l e y ' s t e a c h i n g s h a d h e l p e d t o make s p o r t 

more r e s p e c t a b l e ( t h o u g h K i n g s l e y h i m s e l f k e p t t o f i s h i n g 

a n d l e a p - f r o g r a t h e r t h a n f o o t b a l l a nd c r i c k e t ) and t h e 

new s t y l e s p o r t i n g p a r s o n was w e l l e n o u g h known t o s u f f e r 
6 6 

D i c k e n s ' m o c k i n g a t t e n t i o n s b y t h e s i x t i e s . The c r i c k e t 

f i e l d was t h e m o s t f r e q u e n t l y . r e c o m m e n d e d s e t t i n g f o r t h e 

c l e r g y m a n ' s e x e r c i s e i n f r a t e r n i t y — i n B o l t o n b y 1867 a b o u t 
a t h i r d o f t h e c r i c k e t c l u b s were c o n n e c t e d t o a r e l i g i o u s 

6 7 

b o d y — b u t he was a c t i v e i n o t h e r s p o r t s t o o . The m o s t 

r e c e n t h i s t o r i a n o f B r i t i s h f o o t b a l l f i n d s t h a t " t h e c u r a t e , 

and o f t e n t h e v i c a r , i n s p i r e d b y h i s own e a r l y e d u c a t i o n , 

f r e q u e n t l y s e t o u t t o c l a i m s o u l s w i t h a B i b l e i n one h a n d 
68 

and a f o o t b a l l i n t h e o t h e r . " T h e r e a r e some w e l l - k n o w n 

e x a m p l e s o f t h i s p r o v e n a n c e i n t h e h i s t o r i e s o f t o d a y ' s 

m a j o r f o o t b a l l c l u b s , and t h e c o n t e n t i o n r e c e i v e s f u r t h e r 

s u p p o r t f r o m a n o t h e r d e t a i l e d l o c a l s t u d y o f t h e p e r i o d — a t 

l e a s t a q u a r t e r o f t h e c l u b s i n t h e B i r m i n g h a m a r e a i n 

t h e e i g h t i e s h a d some c o n n e x i o n w i t h r e l i g i o u s o r g a n i s a t i o n s 

The c h u r c h was one o f s e v e r a l i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t 

p r o v i d e d p h y s i c a l f a c i l i t i e s f o r s p o r t s ( t h e m o s t welcome 

f o r m o f a s s i s t a n c e ) s u c h a s c h a n g i n g rooms and p l a y i n g f i e l d 
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I n t h e s e v e n t i e s a n d e i g h t i e s w o r k i n g men w e r e a b l e t o meet 

t o g e t h e r i n YMCAs, f r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s , w o r k i n g men's c l u b s , 

p u b l i c h o u s e s a n d t h e w o r k p l a c e t o f o r m t h e i r v a r i o u s s p o r t s 

c l u b s . I n B o l t o n i n t h e s i x t i e s a number o f l o c a l e m p l o y e r s 

p r o v i d e d t h e i r w o r k e r s w i t h a c r i c k e t g r o u n d ; many o f t h e 

c l u b s f o r m e d i n t h i s way f o l l o w e d t h e common n a t i o n a l 

p a t t e r n o f f i e l d i n g a f o o t b a l l s i d e i n t h e w i n t e r t o 

m a i n t a i n t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n , t h u s f u r t h e r e x t e n d i n g t h e 

p r a c t i c e o f o r g a n i s e d s p o r t s among w o r k i n g men.^° 

B u t B u t l e r - J o h n s t o n e ' s s t a t e m e n t t o t h e Commons, 

q u o t e d a b o v e , s h o u l d a l e r t u s t o t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h a c t i v e 

e n c o u r a g e m e n t a nd p r o v i s i o n b y t h e w e a l t h i e r c l a s s e s was 

t h e e x c e p t i o n r a t h e r t h a n t h e . r u l e . The Open S p a c e Movement 

p r o v i d e d a s t a n d i n g a c k n o w l e d g m e n t o f t h e c h r o n i c s h o r t a g e 

o f p l a y i n g room i n t h e t o w n s . Where p u b l i c p a r k s e x i s t e d 

s p o r t was o f t e n p r o h i b i t e d — F a r n w o r t h P a r k n e a r B o l t o n was 

n o t u n e x c e p t i o n a l i n b a n n i n g c r i c k e t a n d a l l o w i n g games " o f 
71 

a q u x e t n a t u r e o n l y . " C h u r c h p a t r o n a g e i n s p o r t was n o t 

y e t c o n v i n c i n g e n o u g h t o d i s p e l t h e image o f t h e c l e r g y m a n 

as k i l l - j o y , a n d t h e s p o r t i n g c h u r c h m a n was i n a m i n o r i t y 

i n a p r o f e s s i o n w h i c h r e m a i n e d g e n e r a l l y s u s p i c i o u s o f 

p o p u l a r s p o r t a s a c o r r u p t e r o f m o r a l s , d e s p i t e t h e new and 
72 

r e s p e c t a b l e m o d e l s . " D e s p i t e a l l t h e t a l k , f a s h i o n a b l e 

a s i s t h e s o - c a l l e d m u s c u l a r C h r i s t i a n i t y , " c o m p l a i n e d 

W. T. M a r r i o t t , " s t i l l l i t t l e i s done f o r t h e i r ( t h e 
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w o r k i n g c l a s s e s ) i m p r o v e m e n t . " I n a n y c a s e , a c c o r d i n g 

t o some o b s e r v e r s f r o m w i t h i n t h e A n g l i c a n c h u r c h , a t h l e t i c 

c l e r g y m e n o f t e n u s e d t h e i r games s k i l l s t o i n g r a t i a t e 
t h e m s e l v e s w i t h t h e u p p e r c l a s s e s r a t h e r t h a n w i t h w o r k i n g 

74 
men. M o r e o v e r , c h u r c h s p o n s o r e d s p o r t s c l u b s w e r e s u b j e c t 
t o b u i l t - i n l i m i t a t i o n s on m e m b e r s h i p , f o r t h e l a t t e r was 

75 . . 
o f t e n made c o n d i t i o n a l upon c h u r c h a t t e n d a n c e . S i m i l a r l y , 
some b u s i n e s s f i r m s r e s t r i c t e d p a s s e s t o r e c r e a t i o n a l 

76 
f u n c t i o n s t o " r e p u t a b l e e m p l o y e e s . " 

Y e t t h e r o l e o f t h e u p p e r c l a s s e s must s t i l l be 

r e c o g n i s e d a s an i m p o r t a n t o n e . D e s p i t e t h e r e s e r v a t i o n s 

w h i c h some o f t h e i r number c o n t i n u e d t o h o l d , t h e s i m p l e 

f a c t t h a t a t h l e t i c i s m was p r a c t i c e d b y t h e r e s p e c t a b l e s made 

i t l e g i t i m a t e p r a c t i c e f o r t h e l o w e r o r d e r s . C e r t a i n l y t h e r e 

was a new t o l e r a n c e f o r s p o r t w h i c h h a d n o t e x i s t e d i n 

t h e t h i r t i e s a n d f o r t i e s . The new c o d e s o f p l a y a n d c o n d u c t 

w e r e t h e work o f m i d d l e - c l a s s a d m i n i s t r a t o r s who c o u l d s e c u r e 

t h e m a l m o s t i m m e d i a t e n a t i o n a l r e c o g n i t i o n t h r o u g h t h a t 

i n t i m a t e c o m m u n i t y o f i n t e r e s t w h i c h t h e E n g l i s h know a s 

t h e o l d - b o y n e t , an i n s t i t u t i o n f o r w h i c h t h e r e was no g o o d 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s e q u i v a l e n t . T h e r e i s some i n d i c a t i o n t o o 

t h a t w o r k i n g - c l a s s b o y s a b s o r b e d t h e new t e a c h i n g s o f f a i r 

p l a y and g o o d s p o r t s m a n s h i p f r o m r e a d i n g s c h o o l b o y p a p e r s 

w r i t t e n f o r t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s m a r k e t ( t h o u g h t h e new c o d e 

must o f t e n h a v e s a t u n e a s i l y b e s i d e t h e l a w s o f s u r v i v a l 



l e a r n e d i n a s l u m c u l t u r e ) . 

What t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s d i d n o t p r o v i d e i n any 

abu n d a n c e was a d i r e c t p r e s e n c e . E v e n i n t h e c a s e o f t h e 

many f o o t b a l l c l u b s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h c h u r c h o r c h a p e l , i t 

i s c l e a r t h a t i n s e v e r a l i n s t a n c e s t h e i n i t i a t i v e came f r o m 

w i t h i n t h e c h u r c h m e m b e r s h i p r a t h e r t h a n f r o m t h e c h u r c h 

o f f i c e r s . The l a t t e r w e r e o f t e n o f l e s s a s s i s t a n c e t h a n 

o t h e r members o f t h e c o m m u n i t y , a nd o n c e e s t a b l i s h e d t h e 

teams seem t o h a v e q u i c k l y s e v e r e d t h e r e l i g i o u s c o n n e x i o n . 

The o r i g i n a l members o f A s t o n V i l l a (a c l u b r e f e r r e d t o a s 

a c h u r c h t e a m i n s t a n d a r d h i s t o r i e s o f t h e game) were 

" c o n n e c t e d w i t h " t h e B i b l e c l a s s o f a W e s l e y a n C h a p e l . 

T h e i r p l a y i n g f i e l d was p r o v i d e d b y a l o c a l b u t c h e r a n d t h e i r 

d r e s s i n g room b y a l o c a l p u b l i c a n . Members o f a C h u r c h 

o f E n g l a n d s c h o o l t e a m i n W o l v e r h a m p t o n , l a t e r t h e W o l v e s , 

d e r i v e d more s u p p o r t f r o m t h e p u b l i c a n f a t h e r o f one o f 

t h e b o y s t h a n f r o m t h e i r c l e r i c a l h e a d m a s t e r , and t h e m s e l v e s 

t o o k t h e i n i t i a t i v e i n a p p r o a c h i n g a l o c a l i n d u s t r i a l i s t f o r 

h i s b a c k i n g . Members o f t h e C h r i s t C h u r c h f o o t b a l l c l u b i n 

B o l t o n d e s e r t e d t h e i r m e n t o r , Rev. J . F. W r i g h t , f o u r 

y e a r s a f t e r he h a d f o r m e d t h e c l u b ; t h e y w a l k e d o u t o f a 

m e e t i n g i n t h e c h u r c h s c h o o l r o o m s , c r o s s e d t h e r o a d t o 

t h e G l a d s t o n e H o t e l a n d r e c o n s t i t u t e d t h e m s e l v e s t h e B o l t o n 

W a n d e r e r s . T o t t e n h a m H o t s p u r was a t e a m o r i g i n a l l y 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e YMCA, b u t i t was f o r m e d b y a s m a l l 
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g r o u p o f e n t h u s i a s t s who a p p r o a c h e d t h e A s s o c i a t i o n f o r 

a s s i s t a n c e , r a t h e r t h a n r e s p o n d e d t o a n y i n i t i a l l e a d f r o m 
7 8 

t h a t o r g a n i s a t i o n . I n t h e p r a c t i c a l a n d e c l e c t i c f a s h i o n 

o f t h e i r c u l t u r e , w o r k i n g men u s e d s u c h i n s t i t u t i o n s a s a 

s o c i a l l y n e u t r a l l o c u s f o r t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e i r c l u b s a n d 

t e a m s ; t h e f u n c t i o n o f i n s t i t u t i o n s was more one o f c o n v e n i e n c e 

t h a n o f d i r e c t e n c o u r a g e m e n t . 

The p o p u l a r e x p a n s i o n o f t h e new s p o r t s i n t h e 

s e v e n t i e s a n d e i g h t i e s d e r i v e d i t s m a j o r i m p e t u s f r o m b e l o w 

r a t h e r t h a n a b o v e ; w o r k i n g men g e n e r a t e d t h e i r own 

e n c o u r a g e m e n t , a n d showed t o o how l i t t l e t h e y w e re d e t e r r e d 

b y e x p l i c i t d i s c o u r a g e m e n t . T h e r e h a d a l w a y s b e e n a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e p o p u l a r a p p e t i t e f o r s p o r t i n E n g l a n d , a nd i t 

ha d b e e n f a r f r o m e x t i n g u i s h e d b y t h e d e f i c i e n c i e s o f d i e t , 

i n c o m e and s p a c e , a nd t h e a t t e n u a t i o n o f c u l t u r a l c o n t i n u i t y 

t h a t P h i l p o t t l a t e r r e m a r k e d . As W i l l T h o r n e r e c a l l e d o f 

B i r m i n g h a m i n t h e e a r l y s e v e n t i e s : "One o f t h e r e m a r k a b l e 

t h i n g s a b o u t t h o s e t i m e s was t h a t , no m a t t e r how h a r d men 

and b o y s w o r k e d , t h e y w e r e w h e n e v e r p o s s i b l e a l w a y s a n x i o u s 
79 

t o t a k e p a r t xn s p o r t s . " S u c h was t h e p r e s s u r e o f 

p o p u l a r i n t e r e s t i n a t h l e t i c s - t h a t i t became d i f f i c u l t f o r 

g o v e r n i n g b o d i e s t o e n f o r c e any d i s t i n c t i o n o t h e r t h a n t h e 

b a s i c one b e t w e e n a m a t e u r a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l , w h ere t h e 

f o r m e r was d e f i n e d s i m p l y a s a c o m p e t i t o r who was n o t 

d e p e n d e n t on t h e s p o r t f o r h i s l i v e l i h o o d ( t h e m a t t e r o f 
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l e g i t i m a t e e x p e n s e s f o r t h e a m a t e u r was an e a r l y p r o b l e m 

w h i c h d i d , h o w e v e r , c o n t i n u e t o o b s c u r e t h e i s s u e ) . Some 

o f f i c e r s i n t h e L o n d o n h i e r a r c h y h a d b e g u n c a n v a s s i n g f o r 

t h e d e l e t i o n o f t h e c l a u s e e x c l u d i n g m e c h a n i c s , a r t i s a n s 

a n d l a b o u r e r s i n t h e s e v e n t i e s , t h o u g h t h e a p p e a l s w e r e 

s o m e t i m e s l e s s t h a n g r a c i o u s . A r g u i n g t h a t "The common 

r e p u b l i c o f s p o r t d o e s n o t a d m i t o f s u c h i n v i d i o u s 

c o m p a r i s o n s , " H. F. W i l k i n s o n o f t h e L o n d o n A t h l e t i c C l u b 

w e n t on t o i n s t a n c e e x a m p l e s - f r o m o t h e r s p o r t s o f t h e h a p p y 
8 0 

c o m b i n a t i o n o f " t h e l o r d , t h e l o u t , a n d t h e m e r c h a n t . " 

The l o u t was i n f a c t t u r n i n g o u t t o be l e s s o f a t h r e a t t o 

t h e new s p o r t i n g e t h i c s t h a n h a d a t f i r s t b e e n f e a r e d . 

The N o r t h e r n C o u n t i e s A t h l e t i c A s s o c i a t i o n , f o r m e d i n 1 8 7 9 , 

d r o p p e d t h e m e c h a n i c s c l a u s e and t h r e a t e n e d t o b o y c o t t t h e 

AAC c h a m p i o n s h i p s w h i c h w e r e t r a d i t i o n a l l y h e l d i n t h e s p r i n g . 

The t i m i n g h e r e was made t o f i t i n w i t h t h e u n i v e r s i t y 

c a l e n d a r b u t c a u g h t t h e b u l k o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s e n t r a n t s 

u n p r e p a r e d ; t h e y c o u l d n o t t r a i n d u r i n g t h e d a y and n e e d e d 

t h e l o n g summer e v e n i n g s t o r e a c h o p t i m u m f i t n e s s . F a c e d 

w i t h t h i s c r i s i s t h e AAC went i n t o d i s s o l u t i o n , t o be r e p l a c e d 

by t h e more d e m o c r a t i c a n d l e s s e l i t i s t A m a t e u r A t h l e t i c 

A s s o c i a t i o n i n 1880 w h i c h f o l l o w e d t h e p r o v i n c i a l a s s o c i a t i o n s 

i n d e l e t i n g t h e m e c h a n i c c l a u s e a n d r e c o g n i s i n g a t h l e t i c s 
. , . 8 1 a s p r i m a r i l y a summer s p o r t . 
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The p o p u l a r p a r t i c i p a t i o n w h i c h o p e n e d up t h e 

a m a t e u r r u n n i n g t r a c k s t o a l l c o m ers was n o t , h o w e v e r , o f 

s u c h a v o l u m e t o p r o v i d e t h e r e g u l a r m a r k e t o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

f o r c o m m e r c i a l s p e c u l a t i o n w h i c h m i g h t h a v e l e d t o e v e n t u a l 

p r o f e s s i o n a l d o m i n a t i o n o f t h e s p o r t . F o r some t i m e t h e 

p e d e s t r i a n w o r l d c o n t i n u e d t o c o - e x i s t w i t h a m a t e u r a t h l e t i c s , 

s t i l l a t t r a c t i n g l a r g e a t t e n d a n c e s o n o c c a s i o n s , b u t o t h e r 

w i s e a l i e n a t i n g i t s s u p p o r t e r s b y t h e o v e r t c o r r u p t i o n o f 

t h e ' g a f f e r s ' , t h e b a c k e r s who p u t up t h e s t a k e s and 
8 2 

m a n i p u l a t e d t h e b e t t i n g . I n a n y c a s e t h e b i g c r o w d s were 

b e i n g l u r e d away b y f o o t b a l l , t h e most d r a m a t i c i n g r o w t h 

o f t h e new o r g a n i s e d games, and a mass s p e c t a c l e b y t h e m i d -

e i g h t i e s . 

The m i d d l e - c l a s s o f f i c i a l s o f t h e F o o t b a l l A s s o c i a t i o n , 

f o u n d e d i n 1 8 6 3 , h a d a t f i r s t f e l t no n e e d t o s t i p u l a t e 

t h e s t a t u s a p p r o p r i a t e t o t h o s e who w i s h e d t o p l a y . The o l d 

game o f f o o t b a l l was an o c c a s i o n a l a n d i r r e g u l a r a f f a i r , 

a n d t h e r e was no f l o u r i s h i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l s e c t o r o f t h e game 

t o t h r e a t e n t h e new c o d e a s h a d b e e n t h e c a s e w i t h a t h l e t i c s . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e n a t u r e o f t h e game i t s e l f a l l o w e d f o r a 

c o v e r t and l a r g e l y i n o f f e n s i v e f o r m o f d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

A t h l e t i c c l u b s r e c e i v e d e n t r i e s f o r t h e i r m e e t i n g s f r o m 

i n d i v i d u a l c o m p e t i t o r s r a t h e r t h a n f r o m c l u b s en b l o c , a n d 

t h e n more o f t e n b y p o s t t h a n i n p e r s o n , so t h a t c o m p r e h e n s i v e 

s c r e e n i n g was v e r y d i f f i c u l t ; f o o t b a l l c l u b s c o u l d c h o o s e 
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t h e i r o p p o n e n t s a t w i l l . F o r a l m o s t t h e f i r s t t w e n t y 

y e a r s o f i t s l i f e , t h e r e f o r e , m a j o r w r a n g l e s w i t h i n t h e 

FA c e n t r e d o n d i f f e r e n c e s o v e r t h e r u l e s o f p l a y , a s t h e 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s s o u g h t t o r e c o n c i l e t h e s e v e r a l v a r i a t i o n s 

e m a n a t i n g f r o m t h e k e y p u b l i c s c h o o l s w h i c h h a d f o s t e r e d 

a r e v i s e d v e r s i o n o f t h e g a m e — t h e i s s u e s were t h o s e o f 
84 

t e c h n i c a l , n o t s o c i a l , d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . B u t t h e e a r l y 

e n t h u s i a s t s w e r e m i n d f u l o f t h e n e e d t o g i v e f o o t b a l l a 

r e s p e c t a b l e t o n e , f o r i t was b u t a f e w y e a r s p r e v i o u s l y 

t h a t t h e h e a d m a s t e r o f S h r e w s b u r y h a d d i s m i s s e d t h e game 

as " f i t o n l y f o r b u t c h e r b o y s , " a n d we h a v e n o t e d a b o v e 
g 

T r o l l o p e ' s m i s g i v i n g s a b o u t t h e l a c k o f d i g n i t y i n f o o t b a l l . 

I n S h e f f i e l d , an e a r l y s t r o n g h o l d o f t h e game, t h e m a n a g i n g 

c o m m i t t e e o f t h e f i r s t e s t a b l i s h e d f o o t b a l l c l u b i n 1854 

s t a t e d i t s i n t e n t i o n t o c o n f i n e a c t i v i t i e s t o g e n t l e m e n , 

an i n t e n t i o n e c h o e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g a d v e r t i s e m e n t f o r t h e 

p o s t o f s e c r e t a r y t o t h e l o c a l f o o t b a l l a s s o c i a t i o n i n t h e 

e i g h t i e s : " B e s i d e s p o s s e s s i n g g r e a t e d u c a t i o n a l a b i l i t y , t h e 

s e c r e t a r y s h o u l d be a g e n t l e m a n o f g o o d p o s i t i o n , w i t h whom 

d i s t a n t o f f i c i a l s w o u l d n o t deem i t d e r o g a t o r y t o c o r r e s p o n d . 

F r e d e r i c k W a l l , s e c r e t a r y o f t h e FA f r o m 1 8 9 5 , r e c a l l e d t h e 

game i n i t s e a r l y y e a r s a s "a j o y o u s r e v e l f o r t h e m i d d l e 

c l a s s e s , " and s o i t r e m a i n e d w i t h l i t t l e n e e d f o r p o l i c e i n g 
8 7 

i t s b o u n d a r i e s u n t i l t h e m i d - 1 8 7 0 s . 
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I t was t h e i n c e p t i o n o f t h e FA Cup c o m p e t i t i o n i n 

1871 w h i c h o p e n e d up t h e game, s i m u l t a n e o u s l y d i s a r m i n g t h e 

freedom, o f p r e f e r e n c e t h e e a r l y c l u b s h a d b e e n . a b l e t o 

e x e r c i s e i n s e l e c t i n g o p p o n e n t s a n d i n d u c i n g a c u m u l a t i v e 

e x c i t e m e n t t h r o u g h o u t t h e s e a s o n w h i c h m u l t i p l i e d p o p u l a r 

i n t e r e s t . The Cup c o m p e t i t i o n was c o n c e i v e d i n i t i a l l y a s 

an e x t e n s i o n o f t h e s y s t e m o f p u b l i c s c h o o l h o u s e m a t c h e s , 

b u t i t s s u b s e q u e n t h i s t o r y r a p i d l y d i s s o l v e d t h i s r e c h e r c h e 

i m a g e . N o r t h e r n c l u b s w i t h a p r e d o m i n a n t l y w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

m e m b e r s h i p and f o l l o w i n g e n t e r e d f o r t h e Cup, a n d t h u s 

b r o k e i n t o L o n d o n a nd t h e S o u t h w h e r e t h e i d e a o f f o o t b a l l 

a s t h e g e n t l e m a n ' s game was s t r o n g e s t . To t r a v e l t o t h e 

S o u t h , t h e N o r t h e r n c l u b s w e re o f t e n o b l i g e d t o r a i s e a 

p u b l i c s u b s c r i p t i o n , a n d t h e p r o b l e m o f m e e t i n g t h e i r 

p l a y e r s ' e x p e n s e s grew a s t h e r a n g e and f r e q u e n c y o f 

m a t c h e s i n c r e a s e d . C o m p e t i t i o n i n t h e N o r t h , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

i n L a n c a s h i r e , became so i n t e n s e t h a t t h e l e a d i n g c l u b s 

b e g a n t o i m p o r t p l a y e r s f r o m S c o t l a n d , a l r e a d y p r o d u c t i v e 
8 8 

o f n o t a b l y g i f t e d ' p r o f e s s o r s ' o f t h e game. 

The s i g n s o f i n c i p i e n t p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m w e re s o o n 

n o t i c e d — t h e s o v e r e i g n i n t h e b o o t , t h e m y s t e r i o u s d e l i v e r i e s 

o f f r e e c o a l , t h e e a s y t e n a n c y o f a p u b - - a n d t h e FA moved 

t o d e f e n d t h e a m a t e u r s t a t u s o f t h e game. The d e b a t e 

b e t w e e n s u p p o r t e r s a n d c r i t i c s o f p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m h a d grown 

h e a t e d b y t h e e a r l y e i g h t i e s , a n d t h e f o o t b a l l w o r l d was 
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c o n v u l s e d i n t h e autumn o f 1884 when t h e g o v e r n i n g b o d y 

i n t r o d u c e d a r u l i n g e f f e c t i v e l y b a n n i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l s f r o m 
89 

p l a y i n g i n t h e Cup c o m p e t i t i o n . 

The L a n c a s h i r e c l u b s saw t h e m s e l v e s as t h e p r i n c i p a l 

t a r g e t o f s u c h a move and e x p r e s s e d t h e i r r e s e n t m e n t i n 

c l a s s t e r m s . The f o o t b a l l c o r r e s p o n d e n t o f t h e B o l t o n 

C h r o n i c l e p u t i t t h u s : 

I n t h e S o u t h t h e p l a y e r s a r e m a i n l y o f t h e 'upper 
t e n ' . T h ey c a n a f f o r d t i m e a n d money f o r t r a i n i n g , 
and t r a v e l l i n g , a n d p l a y i n g . I n t h e N o r t h t h e 
d e v o t e e s o f t h e game a r e m a i n l y w o r k i n g men. They 
c a n n o t p l a y t h e game on s t r i c t l y a m a t e u r l i n e s .. . 
They c a n n o t a f f o r d t o t r a i n , o r t o ' g e t i n f o r m ' , 
o r w h a t e v e r o t h e r name y o u l i k e t o c a l l i t . B e s i d e s , 
t h e y command b i g ' g a t e s ' a n d t h e y n a t u r a l l y t h i n k 
t h e y have a r i g h t t o a t r i f l e f r o m i t . ^ O 

A P r e s t o n o f f i c i a l w r i t i n g t o t h e A t h l e t i c News v o i c e d t h e 

p o p u l a r o p i n i o n t h a t t h e c o v e r t p r o f e s s i o n a l was a w o r k i n g 

man d e n i e d t h e f u l l f r u i t s o f h i s l a b o u r . T h o s e who p a i d 

t o s e e t h e game were w i l l i n g t o p a y i t s p l a y e r s and a b h o r r e d 

t h e s y s t e m w h i c h s o u g h t t o p r e s e r v e t h e f i c t i o n o f a m a t e u r i s m ; 

i t was a b s u r d a n d u n j u s t t o r e w a r d t h e c o a l m i n e r w i t h a 

t a l e n t f o r f o o t b a l l w i t h " t h e o c c a s i o n a l s u p p l y o f a s e t o f 

d e s s e r t c u t l e r y " when t h e man w o u l d be b e t t e r s e r v e d a s an 

o p e n p r o f e s s i o n a l i n a new and s u p e r i o r e m p l o y m e n t . "To t h e 

'u p p e r c r u s t ' , no d o u b t , " c o n c l u d e d t h e c o r r e s p o n d e n t , " i t 

i s a n n o y i n g t o s e e ' c a d s ' a t t a i n i n g e x c e l l e n c e and e q u a l 
91 

p o w e r s t o t h e m s e l v e s . " C l a s s r e s e n t m e n t was compounded 

b y a p r o v i n c i a l h o s t i l i t y t o t h e m e t r o p o l i s , f r o m w h e r e , i n 
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N o r t h e r n e y e s , t h e game was b e i n g m a n i p u l a t e d b y "a f e w 
92 m a s h e r s who w i s h t o h a v e t h e E n g l i s h c u p b a c k i n L o n d o n . " 

The N o r t h f o r m e d i t s own B r i t i s h A s s o c i a t i o n i n 

November 1 8 8 4 , a n n o u n c i n g i t a s a d e m o c r a t i c a l t e r n a t i v e 

t o t h e p e r e m p t o r y o l i g a r c h y o f t h e FA, and p r o m i s i n g t o 
93 

r e g u l a r i s e p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m w i t h i n t h e game. F a c e d w i t h 

t h e o p e n s e c e s s i o n o f L a n c a s h i r e and c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s a f f e c t i o n 

i n t h e M i d l a n d s , t h e FA e x e c u t e d a r e m a r k a b l e v o l t e - f a c e 

and g ave o f f i c i a l s a n c t i o n t o p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m i n f o o t b a l l 
94 

i n t h e summer o f 1885. Though t h e n o r t h e r n c l u b s w e r e 

t h u s p r e v a i l e d upon t o a c c e p t t h e c o n t i n u e d j u r i s d i c t i o n 

o f t h e FA, t h e mood o f g r a s s r o o t s a s s e r t i v e n e s s p e r s i s t e d 

i n t h e l o c a l L a n c a s h i r e F o o t b a l l A s s o c i a t i o n where t h e r e 

was an o u t s p o k e n c a m p a i g n t o remove L o r d H a r t i n g t o n a s 

P r e s i d e n t — " t h e d a y o f o r n a m e n t a l o f f i c e r s , " s a i d one 
95 

c r i t i c , "has p a s s e d . " 

P r o f e s s i o n a l i s m d i d n o t , h o w e v e r , mean t h e e n d o f 

p a t r o n a g e , b u t r a t h e r a c h a n g e i n i t s p a t t e r n and p r o v e n a n c e . 

P r o f e s s i o n a l i s m , i n c r e a s i n g g a t e s , a n d t h e i n c e p t i o n o f a 

n a t i o n a l l e a g u e i n 1888 b r o u g h t new p r o b l e m s o f management 

w i t h o u t n e c e s s a r i l y g u a r a n t e e i n g f i n a n c i a l v i a b i l i t y f o r 

t h e c l u b s . Men w i t h l o n g i s h p o c k e t s w e re n e e d e d i n t h e s e 

y e a r s when p r o f e s s i o n a l s w e r e c o n t r a c t e d t o i n d i v i d u a l 

members o f c l u b c o m m i t t e e s r a t h e r t h a n t o a c l u b i t s e l f . 

S u c h men c o u l d p r o v i d e j o b s and h o u s i n g f o r t h e p r o s , a s 
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w e l l . a s s t a n d a s t r u s t e e s f o r c l u b g r o u n d s w i t h e x p a n d i n g 
96 

a m e n i t i e s a n d s e r v i c e s . The e a r l y e n t h u s i a s t s who h a d 

e n c o u r a g e d w o r k i n g m e n t o t a k e up f o o t b a l l h a d b e e n men o f 

t h e m i d d l e c l a s s o r a b o v e . P r o b a b l y f e w e r i n number t h a n 

h a s p r e v i o u s l y b e e n a l l o w e d , t h e y w e re n o n e t h e l e s s moved 

b y c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f s o c i a l and m o r a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y a n d , 

i n many c a s e s , a p l a y e r ' s l o v e o f t h e game. I n c l a s s t e r m s 

t h e new p a t r o n s who f a s t e n e d on t h e s p o r t i n t h e e i g h t i e s 

w e r e m a r g i n a l men: s u c c e s s f u l t r a d e s m e n , s m a l l b u s i n e s s m e n , 

a s p i r i n g p u b l i c a n s . W i l l i a m S u d e l l o f P r e s t o n N o r t h End 

was a m i l l m anager. W i l l i a m M a c G r e g o r o f A s t o n V i l l a , t h e 

i n s t i g a t o r o f t h e new F o o t b a l l L e a g u e , was a p r o s p e r o u s 

s h o p k e e p e r . J o h n D a v i e s , who r e s c u e d M a n c h e s t e r U n i t e d 
97 

f r o m b a n k r u p t c y , was a p u b l i c a n t u r n e d b r e w e r . Few c l u b s 

c o u l d h a v e b e e n w i t h o u t one o f t h e i r k i n d . I n one s e n s e 

t h e y r e p r e s e n t e d a t r a d i t i o n a l s o u r c e o f s u p p o r t , h e i r s t o 

t h e c o u n t l e s s p u b l i c a n s and o t h e r m i d d l i n g men who h a d 

e n c o u r a g e d t h e new game o f f o o t b a l l a s t h e y had p r e v i o u s l y 

e n c o u r a g e d a l l manner o f o t h e r w o r k i n g - c l a s s games and 

c o n t e s t s . The new p a t r o n s r e v e a l e d much t h e same m o t i v a t i o n 

a s t h e i r f o r e r u n n e r s — s e r v i n g s p o r t won p r e s t i g e i n t h e 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s c o m m u n i t y , a p r e s t i g e f l a t t e r i n g f o r men who 

s t i l l r e g a r d e d t h e m s e l v e s a s o f t h e p e o p l e , and u s e f u l t o o 

i n l o c a l c o u n c i l e l e c t i o n s . B u t t h o u g h o f t e n f a n a t i c a l i n 

t h e i r e n t h u s i a s m f o r t h e i r teams and f o o t b a l l i t s e l f , t h e 
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i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s a t i o n o f f i n a n c i a l c o n t r o l i n t h e game made 

t h e s e men more h a r d - n o s e d and p r o p r i e t o r i a l t h a n t h e i r 

p r e d e c e s s o r s f r o m e i t h e r t h e i r own c l a s s o r t h e p u b l i c 

s c h o o l e l i t e . 

A t t h e t o p , t h e FA c o n t i n u e d t o be o f f i c e r e d b y 

g e n t l e m e n , b u t i n g e n e r a l t h e m i d d l e c l a s s w i t h d r e w f r o m 

t h e game w h i c h t h e y h a d o n c e p r o c l a i m e d a n i n s t r u m e n t o f 

m o r a l s a l v a t i o n a n d s o c i a l o r d e r . The p r a c t i c e o f 

p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m , t h e r e l a t e d g r o w t h o f mass s p e c t a t o r s h i p , 

and t h e c o m m e r c i a l p a t r o n a g e o f men o f d o u b t f u l r e s p e c t a b i l i t y 

made a s s o c i a t i o n f o o t b a l l ( s o c c e r , a s i t became known) 

i n c r e a s i n g l y d i s t a s t e f u l , a n d t h e m i d d l e c l a s s r e t r e a t e d 

t o t h e more s e l e c t w o r l d o f r u g b y f o o t b a l l . By t h e n i n e t i e s , 

c o m m e n t a t o r s were a t t a c k i n g s o c c e r a s "a m o r a l s l o u g h " a nd 

" t h e acme o f a t h l e t i c h o r r o r s . " The t o p p l a y e r s w e r e , i t 

was c l a i m e d , t h e o b j e c t s o f e x t r a v a g a n t p o p u l a r a d u l a t i o n 

a n d w e re b e t t e r known t h a n l o c a l M.P.s. The p r o f e s s i o n a l 

game g e n e r a t e d "an e p i d e m i c e x c i t e m e n t " among t h e c r o w d s . 

"As a r u l e , " r e m a r k e d one o b s e r v e r , " t h e y do n o t go t o s e e 

f o o t b a l l ; t h e y go t o s e e t h e i r own s i d e w i n , and t h a t i s 

a l l t h e y c a r e a b o u t . " P e t t y v i o l e n c e on and o f f t h e f i e l d 

seemed p r o o f t h a t i d e a l s o f f a i r p l a y and g e n t l e m a n l y c o n d u c t 

h a d g i v e n way t o "a f a s h i o n a b l e b r u t a l i t y . " " F o o t b a l l , " 

c o n c l u d e d a n o t h e r d i s i l l u s i o n e d w i t n e s s , " i s a p a s s i o n , n o t 
98 

a r e c r e a t i o n . " 
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H e r b e r t S p e n c e r c r y s t a l l i s e d much r e s p e c t a b l e 

c o n t e m p o r a r y o p i n i o n i n r e p r e s e n t i n g f o o t b a l l a s a p r i m e 

e x a m p l e o f w h a t he t e r m e d t h e ' r e - b a r b a r i s a t i o n ' o f s o c i e t y . 

The modern game was i n many ways f a r remo v e d f r o m t h e 

h e c t i c c l a s h e s o f i t s f o l k p r e d e c e s s o r , " ' " 0 0 b u t t h o s e o f 

i t s f e a t u r e s w h i c h e x c i t e d t h e a d v e r s e comment o f m i d d l e -

c l a s s w i t n e s s e s w e r e s t r o n g l y r e m i n i s c e n t n o t o n l y o f t h e 

o l d e r game b u t o f much u n r e c o n s t r u c t e d p o p u l a r s p o r t i n 

g e n e r a l . The o c c a s i o n o f modern f o o t b a l l was now s t r i c t l y 

l i m i t e d i n d u r a t i o n , a n d r e g u l a r l y s c h e d u l e d w i t h i n t h e 

l e g i t i m a t e f r e e - t i m e o f S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n ; p l a y e r s a n d 

s p e c t a t o r s w e r e c l e a r l y s e g r e g a t e d , a n d t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f 

b o t h c o n t a i n e d w i t h i n p u r p o s e - b u i l t s t a d i a ; p l a y was l i m i t e d 

t o a s m a l l , f i x e d number o f p a r t i c i p a n t s p o l i c e d b y a 

r e f e r e e i n common a c k n o w l e d g m e n t o f a s t a n d a r d i s e d code, o f 

r u l e s . Y e t t h e f i e r c e e x p r e s s i o n s o f g r o u p o r n e i g h b o u r h o o d 

l o y a l t i e s c o n v e y e d i n t h e c r o w d 'is p a r t i s a n i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

w i t h t e am a nd p l a y e r s , a n d t h e g e n e r a l f u n c t i o n o f s p e c t a t o r 

s h i p a s an a c t o f c o l l e c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n showed how, e v e n 

w i t h i n i t s new s t r u c t u r e , t h e s p o r t r e t a i n e d much o f t h e 

e m o t i o n a l t e m p e r a n d s p i r i t o f an e a r l i e r s o c i e t y . ^ 0 " ' " F o r 

s u c h m a n i f e s t a t i o n s was a s s o c i a t i o n f o o t b a l l g e n e r a l l y 

d i s q u a l i f i e d f r o m t h e c a n o n o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n . 

I n c o n t r a s t , c r i c k e t m a i n t a i n e d i t s r e s p e c t a b l e 
102 

i m a g e . P r o f e s s i o n a l s h a d b e e n an a c c e p t e d p a r t o f t h e 
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game s i n c e t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e c e n t u r y a n d , t h o u g h 

c r i c k e t e x p a n d e d g r e a t l y f r o m t h e s e v e n t i e s o n w a r d , t h e y 

c o n t i n u e d t o p l a y a l o n g s i d e t h e a m a t e u r s w i t h o u t c o r r u p t i n g 

t h e e q u a b l e s p i r i t o f t h e game. ( T h i s h e l d good d e s p i t e 

o c c a s i o n a l s t r i k e s among t h e t o p p r o s i n t h e e i g h t i e s a n d 
103 

n i n e t i e s . ) P r o f e s s i o n a l i s m i n c r i c k e t , a r g u e d t h e game's 

many c h a m p i o n s , d i d n o t p r o d u c e t h e v i c i o u s r i v a l r y a n d 

ba d s p o r t s m a n s h i p w h i c h h a d m a r r e d p e d e s t r i a n i s m a n d now 

c o r r u p t e d f o o t b a l l , b e c a u s e c o n t r o l r e s t e d f i r m l y w i t h t h e 

g e n t l e m a n a m a t e u r s ; t h e i r p r e s e n c e c a r r i e d a t r a d i t i o n a l 

a u t h o r i t y d e r i v e d f r o m t h a t o f t h e l a n d o w n e r i n t h e r u r a l 

s o c i e t y whence t h e game had o r i g i n a l l y s p r u n g . F u r t h e r m o r e , 

t h e g o o d m a n n e r s on t h e f i e l d c o m m u n i c a t e d t h e m s e l v e s t o 

t h e s p e c t a t o r s , whose c o n d u c t was i r r e p r o a c h a b l e b e s i d e 
104 

t h a t o f t h e f o o t b a l l c r o w d s . T h e r e was s o m e t h i n g i n t h i s . 

The n a t u r e o f t h e game was l e s s c o m b u s t i b l e t h a n o t h e r s p o r t s , 

and t h e a b s e n c e o f p h y s i c a l c o n t a c t meant t h a t t o a l a r g e 

e x t e n t t h e n o r m a l t e r m s o f s o c i a l a d d r e s s c o u l d be m a i n t a i n e d 

a t p l a y . P a t r o n s o f t h e game no l o n g e r r e c r u i t e d p r o f e s s i o n a l s 

e x c l u s i v e l y f r o m t h e w o r k e r s on t h e i r e s t a t e s , b u t t h e y 

c l e a r l y d i d r e g a r d t h e p r o s a s s e r v a n t s who w e r e a s s i g n e d 

f u n c t i o n s w i t h i n t h e game a p p r o p r i a t e t o t h e i r s t a t i o n . Thus 

t h e p r o w o u l d s p e n d m o s t o f h i s t i m e f i e l d i n g — t h e c h o r e 

g i v e n t o f a g s i n p u b l i c s c h o o l c r i c k e t — a n d b o w l i n g i n t h e 

n e t s t o g i v e t h e g e n t l e m e n p r a c t i c e . The p r o f e s s i o n a l w i t h 
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B o l t o n C r i c k e t C l u b i n t h e s i x t i e s b o w l e d i n c l o g s a s i f 
105 

t o a c k n o w l e d g e h i s s t a t u s , a n d t h e d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n 

a m a t e u r a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l o r G e n t l e m e n a nd P l a y e r s ( a f t e r t h e 

famous a n n u a l m a t c h i n a u g u r a t e d i n 1806 and p l a y e d . u n t i l 

1962) s a t s o e a s i l y on t h e game t h a t i t i m p r e s s e d i t s e l f 

u pon t h e n a t i o n a l v o c a b u l a r y a s a synonym f o r m u t u a l a n d 

a m i a b l e d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . A T o r y p o l i t i c i a n s e e k i n g t o 

s p e c i f y D i s r a e l i ' s s t a t u s w i t h i n t h e C o n s e r v a t i v e p a r t y 

c o n c l u d e d t h u s : "We know he d o e s n o t b e l o n g t o o u r E l e v e n , 
106 

b u t we h a v e h i m down a s a p r o f e s s i o n a l b o w l e r . " . 

Much o f t h e p r a c t i c e o f s p o r t i n E n g l a n d r e m a i n e d 

s e g r e g a t e d a l o n g c l a s s l i n e s . The new a t h l e t i c i s m h a d 

p r o v i d e d s p o r t w i t h c r e d e n t i a l s w h i c h gave u n p r e c e d e n t e d 

e m p h a s i s t o i t s c a p a c i t y f o r i m p a r t i n g t h e h i g h e s t m o r a l 

a n d s o c i a l v a l u e s . D e s p i t e t h e s e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s , t h e r e 

had b e e n no e x t e n s i v e move t o p r o p a g a t e t h e new games c o d e s 

among t h e m a s s e s . The m i d d l e - c l a s s e n t h u s i a s t s o f t h e new 

a t h l e t i c i s m m o s t l y d i s c o u r a g e d w o r k i n g - c l a s s p a r t i c i p a t i o n , 

i n o r d e r t o p r e v e n t c o n t a m i n a t i o n f r o m t h e c o r r u p t p r a c t i c e s 

a t t r i b u t e d t o p o p u l a r s p o r t , a n d t o r e s e r v e t h e new games 

as a medium f o r d e f i n i n g c l a s s s t a t u s . I n t h e much v a u n t e d 

" r e p u b l i c o f s p o r t ' , o n l y c r i c k e t r e c e i v e d s p e c i a l d i s p e n s a t i o n 

a s t h e one game whose m y s t i q u e r e s i s t e d p o p u l a r c o r r u p t i o n 

and k e p t t h e b a s e m e c h a n i c a l s i n t h e i r p l a c e ; o t h e r w i s e / 

t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s w e r e t o be l e f t t h e b a s i c commons o f 
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m i l i t a r y d r i l l a n d c a l i s t h e n i c s . D e s p i t e t h e a n t i p a t h i e s 

o f i t s s e l f - a p p o i n t e d g o v e r n o r s , t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s t o o k 

up t h e new a t h l e t i c i s m w i t h a v i d i t y . The p r o c e s s o f 

d i f f u s i o n n e e d s f u r t h e r r e s e a r c h and e x p l a n a t i o n , b u t i t 

seems c l e a r t h a t r e f o r m e r s p l a y e d a more l i m i t e d r o l e t h a n 

h a s p r e v i o u s l y b e e n s u g g e s t e d . T h e r e was a s t r o n g a p p e t i t e 

f o r s p o r t among E n g l i s h w o r k i n g men a n d , w h i l e t h e y t o o k 

r e a d i l y t o t h e new m o d e l s , t h e y showed i n t h e c a s e o f 

f o o t b a l l a d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o a d a p t them t o t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

and n e e d s o f t h e i r own c u l t u r e . 
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y e a r s f o r m i x i n g i n f e r i o r s a n d s u p e r i o r s , s e e J . S t r u t t , 



294 

The Sports and Pastimes of the People of England (London, 
1801; 1903 ed.), p. 102. For i t s mythical q u a l i t i e s , see 
e.g. T. Sparks (C. Dickens), Sunday Under Three Heads (London, 
1836), pp. 39-44. 

29 
J. Lawson, Letters to the Young on the Progress  

in Pudsey during the l a s t Sixty Years (Stanninglen, 1887), 
p. 63. The claims made for c r i c k e t were many and remarkable. 
"Every county c r i c k e t match," claimed the Spectator, quoted 
i n P a l l Mall Gazette, 13 September 1884, " i s a lightning 
conductor against revolution." The French Revolution would, 
so the writer continued, have been averted i f the French 
n o b i l i t y had played c r i c k e t instead of tennis. One 
i r r e s i s t i b l e testament comes from Thomas Hughes, reporting 
a l e t t e r from an o f f i c e r i n the engineers before Sebastopol: 
"The round shot which were ever coming at him were very 
much l i k e c r i c k e t b a l l s from a moderately swift bowler; 
he could judge them quite as accurately, and by just 
turning round when the gun, which bore on him was f i r e d , 
and marking the f i r s t p i tch of the shot, he could t e l l 
whether to move or not, and so got on with his work very 
comfortably." "Physical Education," Working Men's College  
Magazine, May 1859. 

47-62. 
30 

"Muscular Education," Temple Bar 4 (December 1861) : 

3 1Hansard, CCXXV, 1 July 1875. See also Brabazon, 
loc. c i t : "I believe that i t i s because our middle and upper 
classes hold such a high place among the athletes of the 
world, that we are b l i n d to the de f i c i e n c i e s i n t h i s respect 
of t h e i r brothers of a lower station i n l i f e . " 

32 
Shearman, op. c i t . , pp. 226-27. 

3 3 
The Times, 13 September 1861; T. Okey, A Basketful  

of Memories (London, 1930), pp. 22-23. 
34 

Phil p o t t , op. c i t . , pp. 115-33. 
35 
P. C. Mcintosh, Physical Education i n England since  

1800 /2d ed. (London, 1968), pp. 11-14, 50. 
3 6 
Copy of Papers submitted to the Education Committee 

by Mr. Chadwick, P a r i . Papers, XLII, 18 62, pp. 1-88; 
Journal of the Society of Arts, 26 February 1869, pp. 224-26, 
27 January 1871, pp. 186-88; S. Shipley, "School Board D r i l l , " 
paper delivered at the History Workshop on Education, Ruskin 
College, Oxford, 7 May 1972. 
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•3 T 
F. H. S p e n c e r , An I n s p e c t o r ' s T e s t a m e n t ( L o n d o n , 

O Q 

W. M c L a r e n i n t h e p r e f a c e t o A. M c L a r e n , P h y s i c a l 

1 9 3 8 ) , p p . 63-65, 
3 8W. McLc 

E d u c a t i o n ( L o n d o n , 1 8 9 5 ) , p. v i , q u o t e d i n M c i n t o s h , op. c i t . , 
p. 120. 

39 
H. F. W i l k i n s o n , e d . , The A t h l e t i c A l m a n a c k , 1868; 

Sh e a r m a n , op. c i t . , p p. 48-53. The A l m a n a c k f o r 1872 p r o v i d e s 
a u s e f u l l i s t o f c l u b s r e g i s t e r e d w i t h AAC, pp. 2 1 4 - 2 1 . 
Of 263 E n g l i s h c l u b s , j u s t o v e r 100 were a t t a c h e d t o s c h o o l s 
and u n i v e r s i t y c o l l e g e s . Of t h e r e s t , 98 were l o c a t e d i n 
t h e p r o v i n c e s , m o s t l y i n N o r t h e r n t o w n s , w h i l e L o n d o n a nd 
i t s s u b u r b s c l a i m e d 58. A number o f m e t r o p o l i t a n c l u b s 
w e r e s p o n s o r e d b y l a w f i r m s i n t h e C i t y a n d l o c a l v o l u n t e e r 
b a t t a l i o n s . 

The b a r r i n g o f m e c h a n i c s , a r t i s a n s a n d l a b o u r e r s 
was a l s o s t a n d a r d p o l i c y f o r t h e A m a t e u r R o w i n g A s s o c i a t i o n 
a n d t h e B i c y c l e U n i o n . 

40 
The c o n t e m p o r a r y p r e s s p r o v i d e s t h e m a j o r s o u r c e 

f o r t h e s t u d y o f p e d e s t r i a n i s m . F o r i t s more p r o m i n e n t 
p e r f o r m e r s s e e P. L o v e s e y , K i n g s o f D i s t a n c e ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 8 ) , 
pp. 1 5 - 4 0 , a nd f o r S c o t l a n d , D. A. J a m i e s o n , P o w d e r h a 1 1 and  
P e d e s t r i a n i s m : The H i s t o r y o f a Famous S p o r t s E n c l o s u r e ,  
1870-1943 ( E d i n b u r g h , 1 9 4 3 ) . A b r i e f b i o g r a p h y o f R i c h a r d 
M a n k s , t h e ' W a r w i c k s h i r e A n t e l o p e , ' i n E r a 2 M a r c h 1862 
p r o v i d e s a p i c t u r e o f p e d e s t r i a n l i f e f o r t h e l e s s e r 
l u m i n a r i e s , and A. R. Downer, R u n n i n g R e c o l l e c t i o n s a n d  
How t o T r a i n ( L o n d o n , 1908) r e v e a l s t h e s h a r p p r a c t i c e s 
w h i c h a t t e n d e d i t . 

41 
C. H o l e , E n g l i s h S p o r t s a n d P a s t i m e s ( L o n d o n , 1949) , 

pp. 2 4 - 2 5 . 
42 

"Gaming, B e t t i n g , L o t t e r i e s and I n s u r a n c e , " 
C h a m b e r s ' s E d i n b u r g h J o u r n a l , 4 December 1852. See a l s o 
T. W r i g h t , Some H a b i t s , p p . 121 - 2 5 . 

4 3 
E r a , 5 J a n u a r y 1862. 

44 
See a b o v e , c h a p . I V , pp. 162-64. 

45 
A. W y n t e r , " B e l l ' s L i f e and Our S p o r t s and P a s t i m e s , " 

Once a Week 5 (1861) : 151-53 q u o t e d a b o v e , c h a p . I V , p. 167. 
See a l s o "The S p o r t i n g P r e s s , " S a t u r d a y R e v i e w , 9 F e b r u a r y 
1856. 
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46 C f . E. Weber, " P i e r r e de C o u b e r t m and t h e 
I n t r o d u c t i o n o f O r g a n i s e d S p o r t i n F r a n c e , " J o u r n a l o f  
C o n t e m p o r a r y H i s t o r y 5 (1970) : 20. 

47 
C h a m b e r s ' s E d i n b u r g h J o u r n a l , l o c . c i t ; H. E l l i n g t o n , 

" A t h l e t e s o f t h e P r e s e n t and P a s t , " N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y 21 
( A p r i l 1887) : 5 1 7 - 2 9 . 

48 
See e . g . A l l - E n g l a n d C r i c k e t and F o o t b a l l J o u r n a l 

( S h e f f i e l d ) , M a r c h 1879 , q u o t e d b e l o w , on a t h l e t i c s a s "a 
r e l i a b l e gauge o f man's p h y s i c a l p o w e r s . " 

4 9 H . J o n e s , " R e c r e a t i o n , " Good Words 22 (1881) : 
4 3 - 4 9 ; The T i m e s , 22 A u g u s t 1 8 7 3 , on " S t u d i e s v e r s u s S p o r t . " 

50 
" Q u e s t i o n a b l e Amusements," Young Men o f G r e a t  

B r i t a i n , 25 A u g u s t 1868. A g o o d c o n t e m p o r a r y a c c o u n t o f 
g a m b l i n g i s g i v e n b y A. E s q u i r o s , The E n g l i s h a t Home, 4 v o l s . 
( L o n d o n , 1 8 6 1 - 6 3 ) , 2 " 3 8 8 - 4 1 3 . 

5 1 T h e T i m e s , 30 May 1868. 
52 

F o r t h e b o o k m a k e r ' s i n c r e a s i n g l y p e r v a s i v e 
p r e s e n c e , h i s d i s p l a c e m e n t o f t h e n o b l e p a t r o n , and h i s 
r e f i n e m e n t o f f u n c t i o n s p r e v i o u s l y s e r v e d b y t h e p u b l i c a n , 
s e e E s q u i r o s , l o c . c i t . , S h i m m i n , L i v e r p o o l L i f e , p p . 9 6-128; 
"The S p o r t i n g W r i t e r o f t h e P a s t , " S a t u r d a y R e v i e w , 13 
F e b r u a r y 1875; G a l e , op. c i t . , pp. 4 3 -46; t h e o b i t u a r y o f 
W. D a v i s , b o o k m a k e r , D a i l y T e l e g r a p h , 8 O c t o b e r 1879. 

53 
A l l - E n g l a n d C r i c k e t a n d F o o t b a l l J o u r n a l , M a r c h 

1879 ; W i l k i n s o n , M o d e r n A t h l e t i c s ( L o n d o n , 1 8 6 8 ) , pp. 23-24. 
54 

W. R y e , A u t o b i o g r a p h y o f an Ancient A t h l e t e and  
A n t i q u a r i a n ( L o n d o n , 1 9 1 6 ) , pp. 31-2. Rye was a y o u n g 
s o l i c i t o r i n t h e C i t y i n t h e s i x t i e s , a nd a member o f t h e 
L o n d o n A t h l e t i c C l u b . 

55 
A. T r o l l o p e , B r i t i s h S p o r t s and P a s t i m e s ( L o n d o n , 

1 8 6 8 ) , pp. 1-7. 
^ T h e T i m e s , 26 A p r i l 1 8 8 0 , i t a l i c s i n t h e o r i g i n a l . 
57 

S u c h a c a s e , i n v o l v i n g " t h e s e c o n d r a t e p r o f e s s i o n a l s " 
o f t h e P r i n c e o f W a l e s a n d W h i t e S t a r c l u b s ( p u b l i c h o u s e s 
c l u b s o b v i o u s l y ) i n L o n d o n , i s r e p o r t e d i n t h e A t h l e t i c  
R e c o r d and M o n t h l y J o u r n a l o f A m a t e u r Amusements ( L o n d o n ) , 
S e p t e m b e r 1876. 
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58 Sporting Gazette (London), 27 July 1872, from 
Rye's c o l l e c t i o n of press cuttings i n the G u i l d h a l l Library, 
London. See also "The A t h l e t i c Sports at Beaufort House," 
Saturday Review, 20 A p r i l 1867: 

" I t i s to be hoped that a r i g i d scrutiny w i l l be 
made into the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s of a l l strangers who 
aspire to take part i n these meetings. The mere 
fact of a man's belonging to an a t h l e t i c club or a 
gymnasium i n some large town i s quite i n s u f f i c i e n t . 
The doors would be opened to hundreds of persons 
who ought to be excluded, and the character of 
these contests would be i r r e t r i e v a b l y degraded." 

59 
Referee (London), 27 January 1878. 

^ L e t t e r to A t h l e t i c Record and Monthly Journal of  
Amateur Amusements, June 1876, i t a l i c s i n o r i g i n a l . See 
also, e d i t o r i a l i n Wheel World, June 1880. 

6 1 S . Smiles, Self-Help (London, 1859), pp. 241-46. 
6 2 

W. Lovett, Elementary Anatomy and Physiology 
(London, 1851), pp. 129-52. 

6 3 
See B. Harrison's comments in "Work and Leisure 

i n I ndustrial Society : Conference Report," Past and Present, 
no. 30 (April 1965), pp. 96-103. Cf. Armytage, "Care of 
the Shape : Some Changing Views in the Nineteenth Century," 
Physical Education 47 (July 1955) : 71-74. 

64 
See above, chap. IV, p. 184, and The Times, 12 

August 1870; C. E. Maurice, ed., L i f e and Letters of  
Octavia H i l l as Told i n Her Letters (London, 1913), pp. 
317-18; J. Johnston, Parks and Playgrounds for the People 
(London, 1885); C. L. Lewes, "How to Ensure Breathing Spaces," 
Nineteenth Century 21 (May 1887) : 677-82. 

^^See above, p. 256, and Brabazon, Social Arrows 
(London, 1886). 

6 6 
For sports propaganda i n the Anglican church, see 

Canon Money, "The Church i n Relation to Public Amusements," 
at the Croydon Church Congress, The Times, 11 October 1877; 
Rev. H. C. Shuttleworth, "Popular Recreations and How to 
Improve Them," at the Leicester Congress, i b i d . , 2 October 
1880. Shuttleworth was "the perfect exemplar of the l i b e r a l 
a t h l e t i c Anglican parson ... of which Charles Kingsley 
was the early mode." P. Jones, op. c i t . , p. 118. For the 
early mode see Dickens' parody of Septimus Crisparkle, 
minor Canon of Cloisterham i n Edwin Drood (London, 1870), 



298 

pp. 9, 62-63, and "Our Amusements," Blackwood's Magazine 
100 (1866) : 698-712. 

6 7 
M. H. Elsworth, "The Provision for Physical 

Recreation in Bolton i n the Nineteenth Century" (Dissertation 
for the Diploma i n the Advanced Study i n Education, 
University of Manchester, 1972), p. 48. 

P. M. Young, A History of B r i t i s h Football (London, 
1968), p. 111. 

69 
D. D. Molyneux, "The Development of Physical 

Recreation i n the Birmingham D i s t r i c t " (M.A. thesis, University 
of Birmingham, 1957), pp. 39-42. Famous clubs o r i g i n a l l y 
associated with church or chapel include Wolverhampton 
Wanderers, Aston V i l l a , Bolton Wanderers, Queen's Park 
Rangers and several others, see Young, op. c i t . , pp. 112-13 
and M. Marples, A History of Football (London, 1954), p. 167. 

70 
Elsworth, op. c i t . , pp. 44-45. 

71 
B. C., 24 July 1875. Bolton's Peel Park charged 

a rent for pitches, which discouraged working men's teams. 
Ibid., 27 A p r i l 1861. 

72 
See All-England Football and Cricket Journal, 

August 1877, and Gale, Sports and Recreations i n Town and  
Country (London, 1888), p. 71, for examples of sportsmen's 
indignation at clergymen. 

73 
Marriott, op. c i t . , p. 29. 

74 
Dean of York speaking on the Church and the upper 

classes at the Church Congress at Derby, The Times, 6 October 
1882, and the Dean of Buxton on the Church and the r u r a l 
population at the Congress at Wakefield, i b i d . , 7 October 1886. 

75 
Jackson, op. c i t . , pp. 21-23; Elsworth, op. c i t . , 

p. 48. Imposing such conditions could mean the f o r f e i t of 
goodwill: H. G. Wells, whose father was a professional 
c r i c k e t e r , r e c a l l e d the "malignant respect" extended to 
c r i c k e t i n g parsons. Certain Personal Matters (London, 1898), 
pp. 104-11. 

7 6 
E. L. Levy, History of the Birmingham A t h l e t i c  

Club, 1866-1898 (Birmingham, 1898), p. 25. 
77 . . 

There was of course an e x i s t i n g popular sporting 
e t h i c — " t h e code of a rude but firmly established honour"— 
for the new games ideology to b u i l d upon. The quote i s 
from "The Sporting Press," an appreciation of B e l l ' s L i f e 
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i n t h e S a t u r d a y R e v i e w , 9 F e b r u a r y 1856. F o r t h e i n f l u e n c e 
o f t h e new p a p e r s on i n d i v i d u a l w o r k i n g - c l a s s b o y s s e e 
F. H. S p e n c e r , o p . c i t . , p p . 3 1 , 85; H. S n e l l , Men, Movements 
a n d M y s e l f ( L o n d o n , 19 3 6 ) , p. 15. C f . R. R o b e r t s , The C l a s s i c 
S l u m ( M a n c h e s t e r , 1 9 7 1 ) , p. 1 2 7 , who d e s c r i b e s h i s b o y h o o d 
b e w i l d e r m e n t a t t h e c o n f l i c t i n g c l a i m s o f t h e m o r a l c o d e 
o f G r e y f r i a r s a n d t h a t o f t h e S a l f o r d s l u m s . 

7 8 
"The R i s e a n d P r o g r e s s o f t h e A s t o n V i l l a C l u b , " 

B i r m i n g h a m M a i l , 24 O c t o b e r 1 8 8 3 , i n t h e G. H. O s b o r n e 
c o l l e c t i o n o f c u t t i n g s , B i r m i n g h a m C e n t r a l R e f e r e n c e L i b r a r y ; 
Y o u n g , The Wol v e s ( L o n d o n , 1 9 5 9 ) , pp. 2 3 - 3 1 ; i d e m , B o l t o n  
W a n d e r e r s ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 1 ) , p. 19; G. W. Simmons, T o t t e n h a m  
H o t s p u r F o o t b a l l C l u b ( L o n d o n , 1 9 4 7 ) , pp. 15-16. 

79 
T h o r n e , op. c i t . , p . 25. 

8 0 A t h l e t e ( L o n d o n ) , M a r c h 1 8 7 1 . 
81 

The c o n t r o v e r s y c a n b e s t be f o l l o w e d i n A t h l e t i c  
News, a M a n c h e s t e r p a p e r w h i c h emerged f r o m t h e r u c k o f 
l e s s e r r i v a l s a s t h e m o s t i n f l u e n t i a l p r o v i n c i a l s p o r t s 
w e e k l y . See i b i d . , 11 J u n e , 9 J u l y , 1 O c t o b e r , 3 December 
1879. See a l s o S h e a r m a n , o p . c i t . , p p . 2 1 6 - 2 1 . The 
B i c y c l e U n i o n d r o p p e d t h e m e c h a n i c c l a u s e two y e a r s 
p r e v i o u s l y , W h e e l W o r l d , May - S e p t e m b e r 187 8. 

82 
P r o f e s s i o n a l p e d e s t r i a n i s m s u r v i v e d l o n g e r i n 

S c o t l a n d , s e e J a m i e s o n , op. c i t . , who a l s o g i v e s e x a m p l e s 
o f t h e s c a n d a l s a n d r i o t s w h i c h a c c e l e r a t e d i t s d e c l i n e i n 
E n g l a n d , p p . 4 6 , 6 3 - 6 5 . 

8 3 
M a r p l e s , op. c i t . , p . 172. 

84 
G. G r e e n , J . R. W i t t y a n d H. V. U s i l l , The H i s t o r y 

o f t h e F o o t b a l l A s s o c i a t i o n ( L o n d o n , 1 9 5 3 ) , pp. 1 9 - 3 3 . 
8 5 

M c i n t o s h , o p . c i t . , p. 2 5 . 
8 6 Y o u n g , F o o t b a l l i n S h e f f i e l d ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 2 ) , 

pp. 1 6 , 43. 
8 7 F . W a l l , F i f t y Y e a r s o f F o o t b a l l ( L o n d o n , 1 9 3 5 ) , 

p. 2. 
8 8 

G r e e n e t a l , op. c i t . , p p . 5 0 - 1 , 6 6 ; M a r p l e s , 
op. c i t . , p. 168. 

8 9 
A g a i n , t h e A t h l e t i c News i s t h e b e s t p r i m a r y , 

s o u r c e . See a l s o G r e e n e t a l , op. c i t . , p p . 9 5 - 1 0 9 . 
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9 0B_ 1_C. , 1 1 , 1 8 , 25 O c t o b e r 1884. The f i r s t p r o t e s t 
m e e t i n g was h e l d i n B o l t o n . 

91 
A t h l e t i c News, 29 O c t o b e r 1884. 

92 
B. C., 22 November 1884. M i d d l e - c l a s s p l a y e r s i n 

t h e N o r t h w e re a l s o o f f e n d e d b y t h e p a t r o n i s i n g a t t i t u d e o f 
t h e S o u t h e r n o f f i c i a l s , s e e W a l l , op. c i t . , p. 3 1 . T h e r e 
was a s i m i l a r a n i m u s i n a t h l e t i c s , s e e A t h l e t i c News, 9 J u l y 
1 879. 

93 
A t h l e t i c News, 29 November, 6 December 1884. 

94 
C. E. S u t c l i f f e a n d F. H a r g r e a v e s , H i s t o r y o f t h e  

L a n c a s h i r e F o o t b a l l A s s o c i a t i o n , 1878-1928 ( B l a c k b u r n , 1 9 2 8 ) , 
pp. 1 4 7 - 5 1 ; G r e e n e t a l , op. c i t . , pp. 9 5 - 1 0 9 . F o r a 
s y m p a t h e t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e F A ' s r o l e , s e e t h e 
a r t i c l e b y R. W. P i c k f o r d , s o n o f one o f t h e p r o t a g o n i s t s , 
"The P s y c h o l o g y o f t h e H i s t o r y a nd O r g a n i s a t i o n o f A s s o c i a t i o n 
F o o t b a l l , " B r i t i s h J o u r n a l o f P s y c h o l o g y 31 ( J u l y 1940) : 80-
9 3 , 1 2 9 - 4 4 . 

95 
S u t c l i f f e a n d H a r g r e a v e s , op. c i t . , p. 2 1 . 

96 
" V i l l a I n c o r p o r a t e d , " B i r m i n g h a m G a z e t t e , 9 J a n u a r y 

1 8 8 8 , G. H. O s b o r n e c o l l e c t i o n . 
97 

J . A. H. C a t t o n , W i c k e t s and G o a l s ( L o n d o n , 1 9 4 3 ) , 
p. 1 3 5 ; Y o u n g , B r i t i s h F o o t b a l l , p p . 123-26 and M a n c h e s t e r  
U n i t e d ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 0 ) , pp. 41-44. 
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E. E n s o r , "The F o o t b a l l M a d n e s s , " C o n t e m p o r a r y  

R e v i e w 74 (November 1898) : 751-60; ' C r e s t o n , 1 " F o o t b a l l , " 
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V I I . RATIONAL RECREATION AND THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY : 
THE CASE OF THE VICTORIAN MUSIC HALLS 

W h i l e o r g a n i s e d s p o r t i n c r e a s e d i t s f o l l o w i n g among 

t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s , i t was u n d o u b t e d l y t h e m u s i c h a l l w h i c h 

d o m i n a t e d p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n s i n t h e s e c o n d h a l f o f t h e 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 1 D e v e l o p e d f r o m t h e s i n g i n g s a l o o n s b y 

a new b r e e d o f p u b l i c a n e n t r e p r e n e u r s , t h i s p r o t o t y p e modern 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t i n d u s t r y p r o v i d e s a s t r o n g e x a m p l e o f t h e 

c a p a c i t y o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s c u l t u r e t o meet t h e l e i s u r e n e e d s 

o f i t s c o n s t i t u e n c y . M i d d l e - c l a s s o b s e r v e r s r e a c t e d t o t h e 

d e m o t i c v i g o u r o f t h e h a l l s w i t h m i x e d f e e l i n g s : some 

d e r i v e d a m e a s u r e o f e n c o u r a g e m e n t f r o m t h e new phenomenon, 

b u t t h e b u l k o f r e f o r m e r s w e re d i s t u r b e d b y t h e h a l l s as a 

f u r t h e r m a n i f e s t a t i o n o f t h e g e n e r a l l y d e b a s e d t a s t e s o f 

t h e m a s s e s . N e x t t o t h e pub t h e m u s i c h a l l s became t h e 

m o s t e m b a t t l e d i n s t i t u t i o n i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e , a s r e f o r m 

g r o u p s s t r o v e v a r i o u s l y t o c l o s e them, c e n s o r t h em, o r 

r e p r o d u c e t h e i r e s s e n t i a l a p p e a l i n f a c s i m i l e c o u n t e r 

a t t r a c t i o n s p u r g e d o f v u l g a r i t y . Though t h e h a l l s p r o v e d 

r e m a r k a b l y r e s i l i e n t , t h e y d i d y i e l d some g r o u n d t o t h e 

p r e s s u r e s o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n ; s i g n i f i c a n t l y , t h e more 

e f f e c t i v e p r e s s u r e s came f r o m w i t h i n t h e i n d u s t r y i t s e l f . 
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The t a k e - o f f i n g r o w t h f o r t h e m u s i c h a l l s came 

i n t h e 1 8 5 0 s . I n r e c o g n i t i o n o f a g r o w i n g p o p u l a r demand 

f o r e n t e r t a i n m e n t , some o f t h e more e n t e r p r i s i n g p u b l i c a n s 

e x p a n d e d t h e o p e r a t i o n s o f t h e s i n g i n g s a l o o n . They 

a b o l i s h e d t h e r e f r e s h m e n t c h e c k i n f a v o u r o f a s t r a i g h t 

a d m i s s i o n c h a r g e t h u s d e - e m p h a s i s i n g t h e t r a d e i n l i q u o r , 

a n d r e l y i n g on t h e p u l l i n g p ower o f t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t and 

t h e s u p e r i o r a p p o i n t m e n t s o f t h e new e s t a b l i s h m e n t s — t h e 

m u s i c h a l l l a b e l was meant t o i n d i c a t e an a d v a n c e i n t a s t e 

and a m e n i t i e s upon t h e s i n g i n g s a l o o n . A c e r t a i n Thomas 

Harwood (member o f a f a m i l y l a t e r p r o m i n e n t i n E a s t End 

m u s i c h a l l management) e x p l a i n e d t o a g o v e r n m e n t l i c e n c i n g 

c o m m i t t e e i n 1852 how r e a l i s a t i o n o f t h e p o t e n t i a l o f t h i s 

new f o r m u l a h a d p r o m p t e d h i m t o o p e n a new c o n c e r t room: 

I was a b o u t l e a v i n g b u s i n e s s , and i t a l w a y s s t r u c k 
me t h a t t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s c o u l d h a v e a b e t t e r 
d e s c r i p t i o n o f r e c r e a t i o n , s u p p o s i n g a p e r s o n c o u l d 
s p e c u l a t e s u f f i c i e n t l y l a r g e l y , and g i v e t h e 
r e c r e a t i o n a t a l o w p r i c e . 2 

The s m e l l o f b i g money was i n t h e a i r i n t h e l i c e n c e d t r a d e ; 

i n c r e a s e d b u s i n e s s i n t h e f o r t i e s h a d a c c e l e r a t e d c a p i t a l 

a c c u m u l a t i o n , and t h e p u b l i c a n was w e l l p l a c e d t o s u b s i d i s e 

h i s v e n t u r e s i n t o m u s i c h a l l p r o p r i e t o r s h i p f r o m o t h e r 

e n t e r p r i s e s s u c h a s s p o r t s p r o m o t i o n o r o u t s i d e c a t e r i n g i n 
3 

f o o d and d r i n k . 

The b e s t known o f t h e new wave o f p u b l i c a n 

e n t r e p r e n e u r s ( ' c a t e r e r s ' i n c o n t e m p o r a r y j a r g o n ) was 
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another Londoner, Charles Morton, who opened his Canterbury 
4 

H a l l i n 1851 i n Lambeth. O r i g i n a l l y an annexe b u i l t on 

the s i t e of his pub's s k i t t l e a l l e y , the h a l l proved such 

a p r o f i t a b l e success that Morton reconstructed the whole 

premises i n 1854 at a cost variously estimated at between 

twenty-five and forty thousand pounds. The new h a l l had 

a capacity of over 1500 and boasted i t s own l i b r a r y , 

reading room and picture g a l l e r y ; admission charges started 

at 6d. In 1861 Morton duplicated his success when he opened 

the Oxford i n Oxford Street, the f i r s t purpose-built music 

h a l l , complete with a f u l l y equipped stage and fixed s t a l l 

seating (the l a t t e r a s i g n i f i c a n t change from the free 

standing tables and chairs of most h a l l s ) . The la v i s h 

appointments of the Oxford were the talk of the West End; 

not the least a t t r a c t i v e feature was i t s bevy of remarkably 
5 

handsome barmaids. 

But the leading showpiece of the new era was the 

Alhambra i n Leicester Square (the choice of B i l l y Banks and 

his party for th e i r night out i n the late s i x t i e s ) . 

Converted from the Panopticon of Science and Art into a 

3500 capacity music h a l l i n 186 0, the Alhambra eventually 

outdid the Oxford i n the scale and spectacle of i t s 

productions and the range of i t s amenities, and claimed a 

yearly attendance outstripping South Kensington Museum or 

the Zoo. It retained the patronage of a s o l i d core of 
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w o r k i n g - c l a s s L o n d o n e r s , b u t a l s o b e n e f i t e d f r o m t h e c a p i t a l ' s 

i n c r e a s i n g t o u r i s t t r a f f i c ( t h e r e was a f u r t h e r E x h i b i t i o n 

i n 1 8 6 2 ) . I n 1864 i t became t h e f i r s t m u s i c h a l l o p e r a t e d 

by a l i m i t e d l i a b i l i t y company, a n d p r o c e e d e d t o p a y handsome 

d i v i d e n d s . ^ 

The i n t r o d u c t i o n o f l i m i t e d l i a b i l i t y i n 1862 

r e l e a s e d a f l o w o f v e n t u r e c a p i t a l i n t o m u s i c h a l l p r o m o t i o n , 

e n c o u r a g e d by t h e f l o u r i s h i n g e x a m p l e s o f t h e O x f o r d a n d 

A l h a m b r a . By 1866 when t h e boom seems t o h a v e l e v e l l e d 

o u t , t h e s o l i c i t o r t o t h e L o n d o n M u s i c H a l l P r o p r i e t o r s 

A s s o c i a t i o n c o u l d l i s t t h i r t y t h r e e l a r g e h a l l s i n t o wn w i t h 

a n a v e r a g e c a p i t a l i s a t i o n o f t e n t h o u s a n d p o u n d s and an 
7 

a v e r a g e c a p a c i t y o f 1500. The e x i s t e n c e o f s u c h an 

a s s o c i a t i o n i s a f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e 

h a l l s , f o r i t was f o u n d e d t o p r o t e c t p r o p r i e t o r s f r o m l e g a l 

a c t i o n s b r o u g h t by t h e a t r e i n t e r e s t s i n c e n t r a l L o n d o n who 

w e r e s u f f e r i n g f r o m t h e c o m p e t i t i o n o f t h e new e n t e r t a i n m e n t s 

( i n f o r m e r s l a i d i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t t h e h a l l s w e r e o f f e r i n g 

e p i s o d e s o f s t r a i g h t drama w h i c h e n c r o a c h e d upon t e r r i t o r y 

r e s e r v e d f o r t h e l e g i t i m a t e s t a g e u n d e r t h e T h e a t r e A c t 

o f 1 8 4 3 ) . A t t h e h e a r i n g s b e f o r e t h e s e l e c t c o m m i t t e e 

a p p o i n t e d t o r e c o n s i d e r t h e a t r i c a l l i c e n c i n g i n 1 8 6 6 , i t 

became c l e a r t h a t t h e m u s i c h a l l s w e r e i n c o m p a r a b l y b e t t e r 

a p p o i n t e d a n d b e t t e r r u n t h a n t h e t h e a t r e s . From h i s 

e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e a t r e management i n L o n d o n , S t e p h e n F i s k e , 
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t h e A m e r i c a n , c o n c l u d e d t h a t " a l m o s t t h e o n l y m anagers who 

d i s p l a y e x t r a o r d i n a r y e n t e r p r i s e and a b i l i t y a r e t h o s e o f 

t h e m u s i c h a l l s a nd e a s t end t h e a t r e s . " 

T h e r e was a l s o c o n s i d e r a b l e g r o w t h a n d e n t e r p r i s e 

i n m u s i c h a l l p r o m o t i o n o u t s i d e o f L o n d o n . Though t h e r e 

w e r e p r o b l e m s o f u n d e r c a p i t a l i s a t i o n , t h e number o f p r o v i n c i a l 

h a l l s more t h a n d o u b l e d d u r i n g t h e s i x t i e s , a nd t h e b i g 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s i n t h e M i d l a n d s and t h e N o r t h r i v a l l e d t h o s e 
9 

o f t h e c a p i t a l i n s i z e a nd p o p u l a r s u c c e s s . 

B e l o w t h e l a r g e r h a l l s s t r e t c h e d a d e n s e u n d e r g r o w t h 

o f s m a l l e r e s t a b l i s h m e n t s , m o s t l y pub m u s i c h a l l s s t i l l 

o p e r a t i n g b y r e f r e s h m e n t c h e c k , many o f them p r o b a b l y 

w i t h o u t t h e n e c e s s a r y m u s i c and d a n c i n g l i c e n c e . The 

L i c e n c e d V i c t u a l l e r s ' t r a d e p a p e r , t h e E r a , c a l c u l a t e d t h a t 

t h e r e w e re b e t w e e n two and t h r e e h u n d r e d s m a l l h a l l s i n 

L o n d o n i n 1856. F i g u r e s d e r i v e d f r o m a s a m p l e o f e n t r i e s i n 

Howard's i n v e n t o r y o f L o n d o n ' s h a l l s i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e i r 

mushroom g r o w t h e n d e d i n t h e e a r l y s i x t i e s when t h e y w e n t 

i n t o a g e n e r a l d e c l i n e ; t h e g r e a t number o f e n t r i e s o f 

o n l y two t o t h r e e y e a r s ' o p e r a t i o n s u g g e s t s an e x t r e m e l y 

h a z a r d o u s and c o m p e t i t i v e m a r k e t . 1 ^ T h e r e was a f u r t h e r 

a b r u p t f a l l - o f f i n t h e l a t e e i g h t i e s when t h e L o n d o n C o u n t y 

C o u n c i l b e g a n t h e r i g o r o u s e n f o r c e m e n t o f s a f e t y r e q u i r e m e n t s 

u n d e r a B o a r d o f Works a c t o f 1878 and t h e c o n c e r t a r e a s i n 

many pub m u s i c h a l l s r e v e r t e d t o b i l l i a r d rooms. M u n i c i p a l 
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i m p r o v e m e n t a l s o t h r e a t e n e d t h e s m a l l f r y i n t h e p r o v i n c e s . 

The b i g e s t a b l i s h m e n t s c o n s o l i d a t e d t h e i r g r i p a t 

t h e e x p e n s e o f t h e i r s m a l l e r r i v a l s , a n d t h e . o p e n i n g o f t h e 

r e b u i l t L o n d o n P a v i l i o n i n 1885 s i g n a l l e d a new b o u t o f 

i n v e s t m e n t i n m u s i c h a l l p r o p e r t i e s . The F i n a n c i a l News 

recommended t h e m u s i c h a l l f o r t h o s e i n v e s t o r s r e c e n t l y 

f r i g h t e n e d o f f t h e f o r e i g n m a r k e t and c o n f i d e d t h a t : 

... w h e r e v e r i t h a s b e e n d e c e n t l y a n d p r u d e n t l y 
managed, i t h a s y i e l d e d l a r g e f o r t u n e s . I f i t p a i d 
w e l l t e n y e a r s ago i t s h o u l d p a y much b e t t e r t o d a y , 
f o r many more p e o p l e now f r e q u e n t i t and p e o p l e 
o f a b e t t e r k i n d t h a n f o r m e r l y — i f i t c o n t i n u e s 
t o r e f i n e i t s e l f a n d t o heap n o v e l t y on n o v e l t y 
a s i t d o e s , i t w i l l go on g r o w i n g . 

G i v e n s u c h e n c o u r a g e m e n t t h e money p o u r e d i n , and w i t h i n a 

d e c a d e o r s o t h e p u b l i c a n a n d h i s c h e c k - t a k e r w e re f i n a l l y 

s u p e r s e d e d b y t h e t h e a t r i c a l c a p i t a l i s t and h i s a c c o u n t a n t ' . ^ 

The V i c t o r i a n m u s i c h a l l q u a l i f i e s a s a p r o t o t y p e 

modern e n t e r t a i n m e n t i n d u s t r y , n o t j u s t b e c a u s e i t s c a p i t a l 

i n v e s t m e n t a l l o w e d e c o n o m i e s o f s c a l e w h i c h s e c u r e d i t a 

mass p a y i n g a u d i e n c e , b u t b e c a u s e o f t h e t h o r o u g h - g o i n g 

c o m m e r c i a l i s a t i o n w h i c h a c c o m p a n i e d i t s g r o w t h and a f f e c t e d 

a l l f a c e t s o f i t s o p e r a t i o n . C o m m e r c i a l i s a t i o n h a d , f o r 

e x a m p l e , i m p o r t a n t c o n s e q u e n c e s f o r t h e p e r f o r m e r s , who were 

r e c o n s t i t u t e d a s a f u l l y p r o f e s s i o n a l l a b o u r f o r c e . A t t h e 

t o p w e re t h e s t a r s , a l r e a d y b y t h e s i x t i e s e a r n i n g t h i r t y 

p o u n d s a week o r m o r e , and e n j o y i n g some u s e f u l p e r k s — 
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a l l o w a n c e s f r o m w i n e s h i p p e r s f o r t h e champagne w h i c h was-

t h e i n d i s p e n s a b l e f u e l o f t h e ' s w e l l 1 , f r e e s u i t s f r o m 

t r a d e s m e n i n r e t u r n f o r a m e n t i o n i n t h e a c t , and r o y a l t i e s 
13 

f r o m p u b l i s h e r s ' a g e n t s a n x i o u s t o p u s h a new s o n g . 

Among t h e l o w e r r a n k s o f p e r f o r m e r s , r e w a r d s w e r e o f t e n 

n i g g a r d l y a n d t h e c o m p e t i t i o n much more s e v e r e . The pub 

m u s i c h a l l s p r o v i d e d a c o n s t a n t f l o w o f a s p i r i n g t a l e n t 

w h i c h k e p t t h e p r o f e s s i o n p e r m a n e n t l y o v e r c r o w d e d . Though 

t h e h a l l s p a i d b e t t e r t h a n t h e t h e a t r e s , p e r f o r m e r s f o u n d 

t h e m s e l v e s i n c r e a s i n g l y s q u e e z e d b y managements. 

The t u r n s s y s t e m e x e m p l i f i e s t h e m o n o p o l y e f f e c t 

e x e r t e d b y t h e b i g h a l l s a n d t h e i n c r e a s e d demands p l a c e d on 

p e r f o r m e r s . The s y s t e m was i n t r o d u c e d b y M o r t o n when he 

o p e n e d t h e O x f o r d ; he f i l l e d h i s b i l l w i t h a r t i s t s a l r e a d y 

e m p l o y e d a t t h e C a n t e r b u r y , who t h u s p l a y e d i n L a m b e t h a n d 

O x f o r d S t . o n t h e same n i g h t , c r o s s i n g t h e r i v e r b y c a b . I t 

became c u s t o m a r y f o r an a r t i s t t o do f o u r o r f i v e t u r n s a 

n i g h t , a n d t h e s y s t e m p l a y e d i n t o t h e h a n d s o f t h e b i g 

p r o p r i e t o r s a nd a g e n t s who c o u l d s e c u r e e x c l u s i v e c o n t r o l 

o f p e r f o r m e r s w h e r e t h e y e n j o y e d an i n t e r e s t i n more t h a n 

one h a l l . A r t i s t s h a d t o meet t h e i r own e x p e n s e s f o r 

c o s t u m e a n d t r a n s p o r t b e t w e e n t u r n s , a nd t h e p r a c t i c e o f 

m a t i n e e s ( l e g a l a f t e r 1866) a n d t w i c e - n i g h t l y p e r f o r m a n c e s 

( i n t r o d u c e d i n t h e 1 8 7 0 s , t h o u g h t h e e a r l y h i s t o r y i s o b s c u r e 

and c o n t e n t i o u s ) i n c r e a s e d t h e w o r k l o a d w i t h o u t a n y g u a r a n t e e 
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o f a p r o p o r t i o n a t e i n c r e a s e i n e a r n i n g s . G r o w i n g a l i e n a t i o n 

w i t h i n t h e p r o f e s s i o n p r o d u c e d spasms o f m i l i t a n t t r a d e 

u n i o n a c t i v i t y among p e r f o r m e r s i n t h e s e v e n t i e s a nd e i g h t i e s , 
14 

b u t t h e e x p l o i t a t i v e g r i p o f management was u n s h a k e n . 

The i n c r e a s e d s c a l e o f o p e r a t i o n s and t h e 

p e r v a s i v e n e s s o f c o m m e r c i a l v a l u e s u n d e r t h e a u t h o r i t a r i a n 

c o n t r o l o f t h e c a t e r e r s a f f e c t e d i n t u r n t h e n a t u r e o f 

t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t o f f e r e d b y t h e h a l l s . A s t h e s i m p l e 

p l a t f o r m o f t h e s i n g i n g s a l o o n s was g r a d u a l l y s u p e r s e d e d 

b y t h e f u l l t h e a t r i c a l a p p a r a t u s o f a s t a g e a nd p r o s c e n i u m 

a r c h , t h e b i g h a l l s w e r e e n c o u r a g e d t o i n t r o d u c e g r e a t e r 

show a n d t h e a t r i c a l i t y i n t o t h e i r p r o g r a m m e s — l a v i s h t a b l e a u x 

o f famous b a t t l e s c e n e s , h u n d r e d - s t r o n g c o r p s de b a l l e t , 

t r o u p e s o f Can-Can d a n c e r s f r o m P a r i s , a n d B l o n d i n c o o k i n g 

o m e l e t t e s on t h e h i g h w i r e . The M u s i c H a l l s ' G a z e t t e f o r 

A u g u s t 1868 d e t e c t e d "a f e v e r i s h e x c i t e m e n t a b r o a d ... 

w h i c h s a c r i f i c e s e v e r y t h i n g t o s e n s a t i o n , a c o n s t a n t h a n k e r i n g 

a f t e r s o m e t h i n g , n o t o n l y n o v e l b u t more o r l e s s t e r r i b l e , " 

c o n d i t i o n s b r e d b y t h e h e c t i c p a c e o f c h a n g e i n modern c i t y 

l i f e ; L o u i s B l a n c , i n l e s s c h a r i t a b l e mood, i m p l i e d t h a t 

d a n g e r o u s t r a p e z e a c t s met an E n g l i s h t a s t e f o r v i o l e n c e 
15 

w h i c h c o u l d no l o n g e r be s a t i s f i e d w i t h b l o o d s p o r t s . 

W h a t e v e r t h e s o u r c e o f t h e a u d i e n c e s ' a p p a r e n t n e e d s , t h e 

c a t e r e r s , b y t h e i r i n c r e a s i n g u s e o f p u b l i c i t y a n d show 

b u s i n e s s h y p e r b o l e , s h a r p e n e d t h e demand f o r s p e c t a c l e a nd 
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n o v e l t y . 

T h i s m a n i p u l a t i o n was a p p l i e d n o t o n l y i n p r o d u c t i o n 

t e c h n i q u e s b u t i n t h e m a k i n g o f t h e s t a r s . The d i s t a n c i n g 

o f t h e p e r f o r m e r f r o m t h e a u d i e n c e , one o f t h e e s s e n t i a l 

c o n d i t i o n s o f s t a r a p p e a l , b e g a n w i t h t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 

t h e . f o r m a l s t a g e a t t h e C a n t e r b u r y . The t u r n s y s t e m 

f u r t h e r r e m o v e d t h e p e r f o r m e r f r o m h i s o r i g i n a l p l a c e among, 

t h e a u d i e n c e f o r , w i t h t h e n e e d t o k e e p t o a s t r i c t s c h e d u l e , 

t h e r e was no t i m e t o s p e n d h o b - n o b b i n g w i t h t h e g r o u n d l i n g s 

b y t h e s i n g e r s ' t a b l e (a h a n g o v e r f r o m t h e s i n g i n g s a l o o n s 

w h i c h , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e o f f i c e o f c h a i r m a n , g r a d u a l l y 

d i s a p p e a r e d f r o m t h e h a l l s ) . M o r t o n b e g a n t h e p r o j e c t i o n 

o f t h e s t a r p e r f o r m e r a s s o m e t h i n g l a r g e r t h a n l i f e w i t h 

h i s p r o m o t i o n o f t h e G r e a t M a c k n e y . A n o t h e r l e a d i n g L o n d o n 

p r o p r i e t o r , W i l l i a m ' B i l l y ' H o l l a n d , t h e ' P e o p l e ' s C a t e r e r ' , 

t o o k t h e p r o c e s s a s t e p f u r t h e r and p e r s u a d e d t h e s t a r t o 

l i v e t h e r o l e he h a d c r e a t e d o n s t a g e . Thus he i n s i s t e d t h a t 

G e o r g e L e y b o u r n e r i d e e v e r y w h e r e i n h i s p e r s o n a l brougham,. 

d i s p l a y i n g h i s f u r - c o l l a r e d c o a t , a f i s t f u l o f g o l d r i n g s 

and a g l a d h a n d w i t h t h e d r i n k s , a s b e f i t t e d t h e s t y l e o f 
17 

'Champagne C h a r l i e 1 . As a s t a r , t h e p e r f o r m e r became more 

i m p o r t a n t t h a n h i s m a t e r i a l ; he was t h e a g e n t who t r a n s f o r m e d 

t h e d r o s s o f a p r o l i f i c c h e a p s h e e t - m u s i c m a r k e t i n t o g o l d , 

f o r , a s t h e M u s i c H a l l s ' G a z e t t e a d v i s e d , 'a g o o d s o n g must 

be w r i t t e n , , n o t f o r i t s own s a l e , b u t f o r t h a t o f t h e s i n g e r . . . 



.3.11 

I t m u s t s i m p l y be a v e h i c l e . 1 M o r e o v e r , o n c e t h e l e a d i n g 

p e r f o r m e r s t o o k c a r e t o c o p y r i g h t h i t s o n g s u n d e r t h e i r name, 

and t h e P e r f o r m i n g R i g h t s S o c i e t y p r o v e d c a p a b l e o f 

p r o s e c u t i n g i n f r i n g e r s among e v e n t h e m i n o r p r o f e s s i o n a l s 

i n t h e b a c k rooms o f p u b s , s o n g s c e a s e d t o be common p r o p e r t y 
19 

and t h e s t a r ' s p o s i t i o n was r e i n f o r c e d . The s p r e a d o f t h e 

r a i l w a y s and t h e c h e a p p r e s s o p e n e d up t h e p r o v i n c e s t o t h e 

t o u r i n g L o n d o n s t a r a n d company, a n d s t a n d a r d i s e d much o f 

t h e s t y l e a n d c o n t e n t o f m u s i c h a l l p e r f o r m a n c e s a c r o s s t h e 

c o u n t r y . 

The m o d e r n i s a t i o n o f p o p u l a r e n t e r t a i n m e n t t a k i n g 

p l a c e i n t h e m u s i c h a l l s i n t h i s p e r i o d was r e m a r k a b l e ; y e t 

j u s t a s r e m a r k a b l e was t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h t h e i n t i m a t e 

c o n g e n i a l i t y i n h e r i t e d f r o m t h e a n t e c e d e n t s i n g i n g s a l o o n s 

r e m a i n e d u n i m p a i r e d . O n l y g r a d u a l l y d i d f i x e d s e a t i n g f a c i n g 

t h e s t a g e become t h e norm, a n d many h a l l s c o n t i n u e d t o s e a t 

t h e i r p u b l i c a t r o w s o f t a b l e s w h i c h a l l o w e d e a s y a c c e s s f o r 

w a i t e r s and c u s t o m e r s a l i k e ; t h u s f o r many a u d i e n c e s t h e 

m u s i c h a l l r e m a i n e d a f a c e t o f a c e e n c o u n t e r — d r i n k i n g , 

s m o k i n g , e a t i n g and g e n e r a l g o o d f e l l o w s h i p w e n t on u n a b a t e d 
20 

d u r i n g t h e p e r f o r m a n c e s . M o r e o v e r , o n l y i n a few o f t h e 

v e r y l a r g e s t h a l l s s u c h a s t h e A l h a m b r a c o u l d s p e c t a c l e 

e c l i p s e t h e a p p e a l o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l a r t i s t a s t h e s t a p l e 

a t t r a c t i o n ; a l l t h e a c c r e t i o n s o f t h e new show b u s i n e s s 

m y s t i q u e h a d n o t y e t r e m o v e d e v e n t h e m o s t e x a l t e d o f t h e s e 
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f r o m a c t i v e c o n t a c t w i t h t h e i r p u b l i c , f o r t h e e s s e n c e o f 

m u s i c h a l l e n t e r t a i n m e n t r e m a i n e d t h e d i a l o g u e b e t w e e n 

p e r f o r m e r a n d a u d i e n c e . S e v e r a l m i d d l e - c l a s s v i s i t o r s n o t e d 

t h i s , f o r i t s t o o d i n m a r k e d c o n t r a s t t o t h e c o n v e n t i o n s o f 

t h e l e g i t i m a t e t h e a t r e . A t a B r a d f o r d m u s i c h a l l , t h e 

n o r t h e r n w r i t e r James B u r n l e y was s t r u c k b y t h e way a r t i s t s 

w o u l d s i n g l e o u t i n d i v i d u a l s i n t h e c r o w d f o r p a r t i c u l a r 

a t t e n t i o n , a n d was c r i t i c a l b e c a u s e t h e y p l a y e d s o d i r e c t l y 
21 

t o t h e a u d i e n c e , " i n s t e a d o f t r y i n g t o be n a t u r a l . " An 

A m e r i c a n , D a n i e l K i r w a n , r e p o r t e d t h a t e v e r y o n e i n t h e 

a u d i e n c e a t L o n d o n ' s R o y a l V i c t o r i a "seemed t o be on s p e a k i n g 
22 

t e r m s w i t h e a c h a nd a l l o f t h e p e r f o r m e r s . " The d i a l o g u e 
was r o b u s t , a s E d g a r J e p s o n r e c a l l e d : 

The o l d m u s i c h a l l was a p l a c e o f f r e e d o m and e a s e , 
and I h a v e h e a r d a s o p r a n o , when h e r a c c o m p a n i m e n t 
was b u n g l e d , p a u s e i n h e r s o n g t o c u r s e t h e . c o n d u c t o r , 
t h e o r c h e s t r a , t h e m a n a g e r , t h e p r o p r i e t o r a n d h i s 
h a l l , a n d t h e a u d i e n c e , w i t h a b r i l l i a n c e o f i n v e c t i v e 
n e v e r a t t a i n e d on t h e l e g i t i m a t e s t a g e . 2 3 

I n s i m i l a r f a s h i o n t h e s t a r s t h e m s e l v e s w e r e n o t 

immune t o t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s a n c t i o n s o f a d i s s a t i s f i e d 

a u d i e n c e . C h a r l e s C o b o r n m u t t e r e d d a r k l y a b o u t c e r t a i n 

h a l l s i n L i v e r p o o l w h ere " t h e c u s t o m e r s w e r e a s r o u g h a s 

t h e f u r n i t u r e . " A t G l a s g o w t h e l o c a l s d e s p a t c h e d t h e G r e a t 

V a n c e f r o m t h e s t a g e b y h u r l i n g h a n d f u l s o f r i v e t s ; a t 

Harwood's i n L o n d o n ' s E a s t E n d — ' t h e S o d s ' O p e r a ' — t h e 

f a v o u r e d m i s s i l e s w e r e t r o t t e r b o n e s . P o p u l a r c o n t r o l d i d 
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n o t s t o p s h o r t w i t h t h e p e r f o r m e r s - - a t C h e s t e r M u s i c H a l l 

i n t h e s e v e n t i e s , t h e a u d i e n c e p r o c e e d e d t o d i s m a n t l e a l l 

t h e s t a g e m a c h i n e r y when a d i o r a m i c e n t e r t a i n m e n t o f t h e 

Z u l u War f a i l e d t o p l e a s e and t h e y w e r e r e f u s e d a r e f u n d 

o f t h e i r a d m i s s i o n money. A u d i e n c e s c o u l d o f c o u r s e be 

e x t r e m e l y g e n e r o u s i n t h e i r a t t e n t i o n s , c h e e r i n g t h e 

f a v o u r e d a r t i s t on i n t o i n n u m e r a b l e e n c o r e s , and i n some 

h a l l s t h e p e r f o r m e r s w e r e w i r e d i n so t h a t t h e a u d i e n c e 
24 

c o u l d n o t jump on s t a g e a n d d a n c e w i t h them. 

The p o i n t i n a n y p e r f o r m a n c e a t w h i c h t h e a u d i e n c e 

a s s e r t e d i t s p r e s e n c e came w i t h t h e c h o r u s s i n g i n g . Then 

t h e s o n g s o f t h e m u s i c h a l l w o u l d be r e c l a i m e d a s common 

p r o p e r t y ; o f t e n t h e a u d i e n c e w o u l d a l t e r t h e w o r d s t o t h e i r 

own l i k i n g and t h e r e v i s e d v e r s i o n w o u l d s u p e r s e d e t h e 

o r i g i n a l . One common t y p e o f s o n g demanded a u d i e n c e 

r e s p o n s e : t h e G r e a t V a n c e e n j o y e d c o n s i d e r a b l e s u c c e s s 

w i t h h i s number ' I s He G u i l t y ? ' i n t o w h i c h he w o u l d i n t r o d u c e 

t o p i c a l e v e n t s a n d p e r s o n a l i t i e s , a n d r e f e r s u c h s u b j e c t s 

t o t h e c h e e r s o r h i s s e s o f p o p u l a r j u d g m e n t . S t e p h e n F i s k e 

r e c o r d e d t h i s phenomenon i n t h e s i x t i e s : 

... a t a m u s i c h a l l . t h e s i n g e r t u r n s t h e news o f 
t h e week i n t o rhyme. Nowhere c a n y o u h e a r t h e 
Duke o f E d i n b u r g h more h e a r t i l y c h e e r e d , t h e 
o p i n i o n o f t h e p e o p l e i n r e g a r d t o t h e d i s e s t a b l i s h 
ment o f t h e I r i s h C h u r c h more f r a n k l y e x p r e s s e d , 
t h e b i l l s b e f o r e P a r l i a m e n t more f r e e l y c r i t i c i s e d , 
t h e g e n e r a l n a t i o n a l f e e l i n g more t r u l y m a n i f e s t e d , 
t h a n a t t h e m u s i c h a l l s . P u b l i c s e n t i m e n t i s o f t e n 
b e t t e r r e p r e s e n t e d t h e r e t h a n i n t h e n e w s p a p e r . 
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The a p p l a u s e and h i s s e s a r e s u r e r c r i t e r i a o f p o p u l a r 
f a v o u r o r d i s f a v o u r t h a n t h e c h e e r s o f p a c k e d 
m e e t i n g s , o r t h e g r o a n s o f s u b o r n e d d i s t u r b e r s o f 
t h e p e a c e . D i s r a e l i , G l a d s t o n e , B r i g h t a n d B e a l e s 
go f o r p r e c i s e l y w h a t t h e y a r e w o r t h a t t h e s e p l a c e s 
o f amusement.25 

The d e m o n s t r a t i v e i n v o l v e m e n t o f t h e a u d i e n c e was a 

f u n d a m e n t a l a n d p e r s i s t e n t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e m u s i c h a l l 

e x p e r i e n c e . R e c a l l i n g t h e h a l l s b e f o r e t h e y succumbed t o 

t h e r e s p e c t a b l e p r o g r a m m i n g o f t h e e i g h t i e s and n i n e t i e s , one 

m u s i c h a l l r e g u l a r p u t t h e m a t t e r s u c c i n c t l y : "We w e n t 
2 6 

t h e r e n o t a s s p e c t a t o r s , b u t a s p e r f o r m e r s . " 

D e s p i t e some c o n t e m p o r a r y c o n t e n t i o n s t o t h e c o n t r a r y , 

t h e m u s i c h a l l p u b l i c r e m a i n e d p r e d o m i n a n t l y w o r k i n g a n d 

l o w e r m i d d l e c l a s s . A d d r e s s i n g t h e a u d i e n c e a t h i s a n n u a l 

b e n e f i t n i g h t i n 1 8 6 2 , J o h n W i l t o n , p r o p r i e t o r o f W i l t o n ' s 

M u s i c H a l l i n W h i t e c h a p e l , a p o s t r o p h i s e d on t h e g r e a t s o c i a l 

a n d m o r a l i m p r o v e m e n t t h a t t h e h a l l s h a d w r o u g h t among t h e 

w o r k i n g c l a s s e s , " f o r i t i s t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s a l o n e , " he 
27 

c o n c l u d e d , "who a r e t h e g r e a t s u p p o r t o f them." A d e c a d e 

o r s o l a t e r , i n a n o v e l b y W a l t e r B e s a n t , Emmanuel L e w e s o n , 

o wner a n d manager o f t h e N o r t h L o n d o n P a l a c e i t e m i s e d h i s 

c l i e n t e l e t h u s : " C i t y . c l e r k s , d r e s s e d a l a mode, y o u n g 

shopmen, m a k i n g h a l f - a - c r o w n p u r c h a s e n e a r l y a s much 

d i s s i p a t i o n . a s a s o v e r e i g n w i l l b u y i n t h e West; w i t h a g o o d 

s p r i n k l i n g o f h o n e s t c i t i z e n s , f o n d o f an e v e n i n g o u t , 

n e i t h e r t h e y n o r t h e i r w i v e s a v e r s e t o t h e s m e l l o f t o b a c c o 
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and t h e t a s t e o f b e e r . " The w e i g h t o f o t h e r e v i d e n c e 

c o n f i r m s t h i s p i c t u r e o f an a u d i e n c e c o m p r i s i n g t h e b e t t e r -

o f f , a r t i s a n s a n d t r a d e s m e n w i t h t h e i r w i v e s , t o g e t h e r w i t h 

t h e s p r i g s o f c l e r k d o m f r o m o f f i c e and s h o p ; i n t h e 
29 

p r o v i n c e s we c a n n o t e more o f t h e same. N o t e s h o u l d a l s o 

be t a k e n o f t h e g a l l e r y — ' t h e t o p s h e l f — w h i c h few o b s e r v e 

v i s i t e d . The c o m p o s i t i o n o f i t s a u d i e n c e comes t o u s v i a 

t h e c a s u a l t y l i s t s o f m u s i c h a l l f i r e s a n d c r o w d d i s a s t e r s : 

o f t w e n t y k i l l e d i n a c r u s h a t Dundee i n 1 8 6 5 , t h e g r e a t e r 

number were f a c t o r y h a n d s b e t w e e n t w e l v e and e i g h t e e n 

y e a r s o f a g e ; o f t w e n t y - t h r e e k i l l e d i n a f i r e p a n i c a t 

t h e V i c t o r i a M u s i c H a l l , M a n c h e s t e r t h r e e y e a r s l a t e r , 
30 

few w e re more t h a n t w e n t y y e a r s o l d . 

The m a j o r c a t e r e r s d i d s t r i v e t o d r a w i n a h i g h e r 

c l a s s a u d i e n c e . M o r t o n h a d i n t e n d e d t h a t t h e s u p e r i o r 

a m e n i t i e s o f t h e C a n t e r b u r y w o u l d l u r e t h e f a s h i o n a b l e 

s u p p e r - r o o m s e t f r o m t h e S t r a n d a c r o s s t h e r i v e r t o L a m b e t h . 

The p r i c e d i f f e r e n t i a l a t t h e O x f o r d a d v e r t i s e d h i s 

c o n t i n u i n g b i d f o r t h e q u a l i t y , a nd t h e n e w l y emerged 

m u s i c h a l l p r e s s o f t h e s i x t i e s r e g u l a r l y t r u m p e t e d t h e h a l l 

b r e a k t h r o u g h t o r e s p e c t a b i l i t y — " a u d i e n c e s , " a n n o u n c e d t h e 

M u s i c H a l l s ' G a z e t t e i n 1 8 6 8 , " a r e i n t h e m a i n f o r m e d o f t h e 
31 

m i d d l e - c l a s s members o f s o c i e t y . " T h e s e c l a i m s were a 

p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s f i c t i o n . The n o v e l i s t James Greenwood saw 

t h r o u g h t h e c a t e r e r s ' m y t h on a v i s i t t o t h e ' O x b r i d g e ' i n 
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1868. "The b u l k o f t h e p e o p l e t h e r e , " he c o n c l u d e d , "were 

m o s t l y p e o p l e n o t a c c u s t o m e d t o m u s i c h a l l s , a nd o n l y 

i n d u c e d t o p a y them a v i s i t on a c c o u n t o f t h e h i g h l y -

r e s p e c t a b l e c h a r a c t e r t h e h a l l s a r e i n t h e h a b i t o f g i v i n g 
32 

t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e i r p l a c a r d s and i n t h e i r n e w s p a p e r s . " 

F i f t e e n y e a r s l a t e r The T i m e s r e m a r k e d t h a t no g e n t l e m a n 

w o u l d w i s h t o p a t r o n i s e t h e m u s i c h a l l s b y c h o i c e ; a c a r t o o n 

o f t h i s l a t e r p e r i o d showed a m i d d l e - c l a s s c o u p l e d e c i d i n g 

t o r i s k a . v i s i t , b u t o n l y a f t e r t h e c l o s e o f t h e L o n d o n 

s e a s o n , when none o f t h e i r f r i e n d s w o u l d be i n Town t o 
33 

c a t c h them s l u m m i n g . 

I t was t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s whose p r e s e n c e s e t t h e 

t o n e o f t h e h a l l s . T h i s was t r u e e v e n i n t h e West End h a l l s 

w h i c h a t t r a c t e d a r e g u l a r c o n t i n g e n t o f f r i n g e e l e m e n t s f r o m 

t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s e s — j o u r n a l i s t s , b o h e m i a n s , o f f i c e r c a d e t s , 
34 

u n d e r g r a d u a t e s and m e d i c a l s t u d e n t s . A t t h e O x b r i d g e , 

Greenwood n o t e d t h e s t a l l s f u l l o f c h a m p a g n e - s w i l l i n g men 

a b o u t t o w n a n d t h e i r p a i n t e d l a d i e s , b u t a w a r d e d g r e a t e r 

s i g n i f i c a n c e t o t h e more numerous c o m p l e m e n t o f w o r k i n g men 

a n d t h e i r f a m i l i e s i n t h e 6d s e a t s i n t h e b o d y o f t h e h a l l : 
N o t b u t t h a t t h e f r e q u e n t e r s o f t h e s i x p e n n y p a r t 
a r e v e r y u s e f u l ; i n d e e d , t o s p e a k t h e t r u t h , t h e 
O x b r i d g e c o u l d n o t g e t on w e l l w i t h o u t them. T h e y 
k e e p up a p p e a r a n c e s , and p r e s e n t a s u b s t a n t i a l 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n t o t h e a c c u s a t i o n t h a t t h e m u s i c h a l l 
i s n o t h i n g b e t t e r t h a n a h a u n t f o r d r u n k e n n e s s a n d 
d e b a u c h e r y . 3 5 
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The s m a l l e r h a l l s w e r e o f t e n w e l l meshed i n t o t h e f a b r i c 

o f t h e . l o c a l w o r k i n g - c l a s s c o m m u n i t y . A r t i s t s who w o r k e d 

t h e p r o v i n c e s i n t h e s i x t i e s a n d s e v e n t i e s r e p o r t e d s h a r i n g 

t h e b i l l w i t h t e s t s o f l o c a l s k i l l s : a b o o t m a k i n g c o n t e s t 

i n N o r t h a m p t o n , n e t m a k i n g i n G r i m s b y . P r i z e s w e r e p r a c t i c a l — 

b l a n k e t s , b a g s o f f l o u r , b u c k e t s o f c o a l — a n d o f t e n 

c o n s t i t u t e d t h i n l y d i s g u i s e d h a n d - o u t s t o t h e n e e d y ; i n . t h e 

same s p i r i t , b e n e f i t n i g h t s b r o u g h t i n c a s h f o r l o c a l 
3 6 

f a m i l i e s h i t b y d e a t h o r i n j u r y . Some m u s i c h a l l m a n a g e r s 

i n t h e E a s t End g a v e w o r k i n g men's t r a d e a n d p h i l a n t h r o p i c 

s o c i e t i e s s p e c i a l r a t e s f o r t h e i r m e e t i n g s , a n d . C r o w d e r o f 

t h e P a r a g o n i n t h e M i l e E n d Road r e c e i v e d a s p e c i a l 

p r e s e n t a t i o n f r o m t h e u n i o n s f o r a l l o w i n g them f r e e u s e o f 
37 

h i s p r e m i s e s d u r i n g t r a d e d i s p u t e s i n t h e e i g h t i e s . 

E v e n i f t h e y c h o s e n o t t o v i s i t t h e m , t h e i n h a b i t a n t s 

o f t h e V i c t o r i a n town o r c i t y c o u l d h a r d l y h a v e r e m a i n e d 

u n a w a r e o f t h e m u s i c h a l l s a n d t h e i r p o p u l a r i t y . B u i l t on 

t h e m a i n t h o r o u g h f a r e s a n d e m b l a z o n e d w i t h p o s t e r s , t h e y 

r a n k e d s e c o n d o n l y t o t h e new t o w n h a l l s i n s i z e a n d 

c a p a c i t y a s p l a c e s o f i n d o o r a s s e m b l y . M u s i c h a l l 

a d v e r t i s i n g was u b i q u i t o u s — M o r t o n e v e n s u c c e e d e d i n 
38 

p l a c i n g c o p y w i t h The T i m e s — a n d t h e b a r r e l o r g a n and 

t h e w h i s t l i n g e r r a n d b o y b r o u g h t t h e h i t s o n g s o u t o n t o t h e 

s t r e e t s . T h o s e w i t h f i r s t h a n d a c q u a i n t a n c e o f w o r k i n g c l a s s 

t a s t e knew w e l l t h e e x t e n t o f t h e m u s i c h a l l s ' a p p e a l : 
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"One p l a c e o f i t s k i n d , " r e p o r t e d a r u e f u l James H o l e f r o m 

L e e d s i n t h e e a r l y s i x t i e s , "has a l a r g e r n i g h t l y a t t e n d a n c e 

t h a n t h e e v e n i n g c l a s s e s o f a l l i t s s e v e n t e e n M e c h a n i c s ' 
39 

I n s t i t u t e s p u t t o g e t h e r . " The r e p o r t o f t h e s e l e c t 

c o m m i t t e e o f 1866 made t h e s t a t i s t i c s o f s u c c e s s b e t t e r 
40 

known, a n d r e c e i v e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n i n t h e p r e s s 

(most p e r i o d i c a l s o f t h e p e r i o d , w h a t e v e r t h e i r l e a n i n g s , 

c a r r i e d o c c a s i o n a l r e p o r t s f r o m c o r r e s p o n d e n t s who h a d 

s e e n t h e i n s i d e o f a m u s i c h a l l a nd l i v e d ) . F i r e s , a c c i d e n t s 

t o t r a p e z e a r t i s t s , a n d t h e p a t r o n a g e o f t h e P r i n c e o f W a l e s 

k e p t t h e h a l l s i n t h e news, and t h e m o u n t i n g h o s t i l i t y o f 

r e f o r m i n t e r e s t s c a p t u r e d w i d e p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n i n t h e m i d -

e i g h t i e s w i t h t h e c l u s t e r o f d e m o n s t r a t i o n s and c o u r t a c t i o n s 

w h i c h t h e p r e s s d e c l a r e d t h e ' B a t t l e o f t h e M u s i c H a l l s . ' 

T h ough t h e m o s t p u b l i c i s e d r e a c t i o n , h o s t i l i t y was 

f a r f r o m b e i n g t h e s o l e o r n e c e s s a r i l y t h e commonest 

r e s p o n s e t o t h e r i s e o f t h e h a l l s . The m a g i s t r a t e s , f o r 

e x a m p l e , when n o t u n d e r i m m e d i a t e p r e s s u r e f r o m r e f o r m 

l o b b i e s , w e r e g e n e r a l l y t o l e r a n t . I n t h e m i d - f i f t i e s , t h e 

E r a r e p o r t e d : "The m a g i s t r a c y o f t h e m e t r o p o l i s and 

d i s t r i c t s h a v e r e l a x e d t h e i r f o r m e r s t r i n g e n c y i n r e s p e c t 
t o t h e m u s i c l i c e n c i n g s y s t e m a n d , w i t h a l i b e r a l i t y h i g h l y 

t o be a p p r e c i a t e d , r e g r a n t e d a l l t h e o l d l i c e n c e s a n d 
41 

a c c e d e d t o new a p p l i c a t i o n s . " W i l l i a m L o v e t t , whose 

C h a r t i s t N a t i o n a l H a l l i n H o l b o r n h a d b e e n r e p e a t e d l y d e n i e d 
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a l i c e n c e f o r m u s i c a n d d a n c i n g , n o t e d t h a t t h e l o c a l 

p u b l i c a n who e v i c t e d h i m a n d o p e n e d W e s t o n ' s M u s i c H a l l 

on t h e p r e m i s e s met w i t h n o l i c e n c i n g p r o b l e m s ; i n 

L o v e t t ' s o p i n i o n t h e b e n c h was f a c i l i t a t i n g t h e s p r e a d o f 
42 

c h e a p e n t e r t a i n m e n t a s a n a n t i d o t e t o p o l i t i c a l e x c i t e m e n t . 

F u r t h e r e v i d e n c e f r o m L i v e r p o o l i n t h e f i f t i e s s u g g e s t s 

t h a t m a g i s t r a t e s w e r e a l s o b e c o m i n g aware o f t h e e f f i c a c y 
43 

o f t h e h a l l s a s a b r a k e u p o n i n t e m p e r a n c e . T h i s e s t i m a t i o n 

c e r t a i n l y c o n f i r m e d i t s e l f t o t h e C h i e f M a g i s t r a t e a t Bow 

S t r e e t , who t o l d t h e 1866 c o m m i t t e e t h a t he r e c e i v e d 
" s c a r c e l y e v e r a c a s e o f d r u n k e n n e s s f r o m an y o f t h e m u s i c 

44 

h a l l s . " S i m i l a r l y , c h i e f c o n s t a b l e s h a d f e w c o m p l a i n t s 

a b o u t t h e c o n d u c t o f t h e h a l l s , a n d c a t e r e r s c o u l d o f t e n 

, be s u r e o f p o l i c e t e s t i m o n y t o t h e g o o d o r d e r o f t h e i r 
45 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s when t h e i r l i c e n c e was c h a l l e n g e d . 

Some o b s e r v e r s saw more o f v a l u e i n t h e m u s i c h a l l 

e x p e r i e n c e t h a n t h e n e g a t i v e c o n t r o l s d i s c e r n e d b y t h e 

h a r d e r - h e a d e d members o f s o c i e t y — t h e y saw t h e h a l l s a s 

v a l u a b l e new s o c i a l i s i n g a g e n c i e s f o r t h e c i t y d w e l l e r s . 4 ^ 

I n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , t h e y a c c e p t e d t h a t t h e l o g i c o f a n . 

i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y h o n o u r i n g f r e e t r a d e p r i n c i p l e s meant 

t h a t e n t e r t a i n m e n t , l i k e a n y o t h e r c o m m o d i t y , was s u b j e c t 

t o t h e d i c t a t e s o f a s e l f - o p e r a t i n g m a r k e t . A c c o r d i n g l y , 

t h e h a l l s w e r e a l e g i t i m a t e o p e r a t i o n , s a n c t i o n e d b y 

p o p u l a r demand. What was e n c o u r a g i n g was n o t j u s t t h e g o o d 
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o r d e r and t e m p e r a t e t h i r s t w h i c h m a r k e d t h e s e mass a s s e m b l i e s , . 

b u t t h e f l u x o f d i r e c t a n d o p e n s o c i a l i n t e r c o u r s e 

m a i n t a i n e d w i t h i n them. F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e h a l l s w e r e n o t 

e x c l u s i v e l y m a l e t e r r i t o r y , a s t h e p u b s and c l u b s t e n d e d t o 

b e ; w o r k i n g men w e n t t h e r e w i t h t h e i r w i v e s , and s o m e t i m e s 

f a m i l i e s , a n d a s M a t t h e w Browne r e m a r k e d , " w i t h w i v e s t h e r e . 
47 

come t h e f i r s t l e s s o n s i n c o u r t e s y . " M i g h t n o t t h e h a l l s 

s e r v e a s a m i l i e u f o r r e p a i r i n g t h e e s t r a n g e m e n t o f t h e 

c l a s s e s a n d t h e i s o l a t i o n o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l w h i c h d i s f i g u r e d 

m odern c i t y l i f e ? 

The p r o p o s i t i o n a p p e a l e d t o t h e C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s t 

l e a d e r , t h e R e v e r e n d S t e w a r t H e a d l a m , who a t t e m p t e d t o 

c o n v e r t c h u r c h m e n f r o m t h e i r g e n e r a l a b h o r r e n c e o f t h e 

s t a g e , a nd s o u g h t t o e n c o u r a g e t h e a t t e n d a n c e o f c l e r g y 

and t h e r e s p e c t a b l e c l a s s e s a t t h e t h e a t r e a nd t h e m u s i c 

h a l l . H e a d l a m f o u n d e d t h e C h u r c h and S t a g e G u i l d i n L o n d o n 

i n 1879 and l e c t u r e d r e g u l a r l y on t h i s t heme, d r a w i n g upon 

t h e e v i d e n c e o f h i s own f r e q u e n t v i s i t s t o p o p u l a r 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t s , w h e r e he met and t a l k e d w i t h a r t i s t s a n d 

m a n a g e r s . He was d i s m i s s e d f r o m h i s c u r a c y f o r p u b l i s h i n g 

h i s l e c t u r e s , a n d t h e G u i l d was n e v e r a v e r y e f f e c t i v e b o d y , 

b u t H e a d l a m c o n t i n u e d a s an o u t s p o k e n d e f e n d e r o f t h e h a l l s , 

a n d i n t h i s r o l e he became~one o f t h e few c l e r i c a l s p e a k e r s 

welcome t o t h e E a s t End r a d i c a l w o r k i n g m e n ' s c l u b s . F o r 

H e a d l a m , t h e m u s i c h a l l s b r o u g h t p l e a s u r e i n t o a b r u t a l 
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i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y ; "Those who w o r k on t h e m u s i c h a l l s t a g e 
48 

a r e , " he c o n t e n d e d , " g e n u i n e s e r v a n t s o f h u m a n i t y . " 

S t e w a r t H e a d l a m was no d o u b t e x c e p t i o n a l i n t h e 

i n t e n s i t y o f h i s s u p p o r t , b u t t h e r e was a s i z e a b l e b o d y o f 

o p i n i o n w h i c h was g e n e r a l l y s y m p a t h e t i c t o t h e m u s i c h a l l s , 

y e t f o u n d c e r t a i n f e a t u r e s o f t h e i r o p e r a t i o n d i s t u r b i n g . 

The p r i n c i p a l m i s g i v i n g was t h a t t h e h a l l s w e r e b e i n g r u n 

p r i m a r i l y a s s p e c u l a t i v e v e n t u r e s b y men whose a v a r i c e l e d 

them t o c o r r u p t t h e p o p u l a r t a s t e . H e a d l a m h i m s e l f was 

d i s q u i e t e d on t h i s p o i n t , a n d a t t a c k e d w h a t he c a l l e d " t h e 

p l u t o c r a t i c e v i l — t h e power w h i c h money h a d i n c o m p a r i s o n 
49 

w i t h w o r t h a n d t a l e n t . " S i m i l a r l y , H o d g s o n P r a t t , among 

o t h e r s , c o m p l a i n e d t h a t t h e h a l l s h a d "been s t a r t e d a n d 

managed b y men who c a r e d o n l y f o r b r i n g i n g money i n t o t h e 

t i l l " : 
T h e y h a v e o n l y t h o u g h t o f w h a t w o u l d ' t a k e 1 . , 
w h e t h e r i t was b a d o r g o o d , f a l s e o r t r u e i n 
t a s t e , r e f i n e d o r c o a r s e ; i d i o t i c o r i n d e c e n t 
s t u f f . 5 0 

The c a t e r e r was c a s t a s t h e v i l l a i n o f t h e p i e c e , a g r o s s 

and i n s i d i o u s m u t a t i o n o f t h e p u b l i c a n . D i s t a s t e f o r t h i s 

d e s p i c a b l e new a r c h e t y p e o f c a p i t a l i s m was c o m b i n e d w i t h 

a n o t h e r , o l d e r p r e j u d i c e i n t h e p i c t u r e w h i c h W a l t e r B e s a n t 

d r e w o f Emmanuel L e w e s o n , m u s i c h a l l p r o p r i e t o r , i n t h e 

e a r l y s e v e n t i e s : 
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He was g o r g e o u s l y a t t i r e d i n a brown v e l v e t c o a t 
a n d w h i t e w a i s t c o a t , w i t h a g r e a t p r o f u s i o n o f 
g o l d c h a i n and s t u d s ... . H i s f e a t u r e s w e r e 
h i g h l y J e w i s h , w i t h t h e f u l l l i p s a n d l a r g e 
n o s e o f t h a t S e m i t i c r a c e . H i s h a i r , t h i c k a n d 
b l a c k , l a y i n m a s s i v e r o l l s on an enormous g r e a t 
h e a d , t h e b i g g e s t h e a d , F r a n k t h o u g h t , t h a t he 
ha d e v e r s e e n . I n h i s h a n d , b i g i n p r o p o r t i o n , 
was a t u m b l e r o f i c e d s o d a a nd b r a n d y . 

L e w e s o n s u p e r v i s e d p e r f o r m a n c e s f r o m t h e w i n g s , , " c o n t e m p l a t i n g 
51 

h i s p a t r o n s w i t h an a i r o f u n d i s g u i s e d c o n t e m p t . " 

D i s c l o s i n g t h e c y n i c a l m a n i p u l a t i o n s o f t h e 

c a t e r e r c o u l d n o t , h o w e v e r , e x p l a i n away c o m p l e t e l y w h a t 

seemed t o many t o be t h e l a m e n t a b l y l o w n a t u r e o f m u s i c h a l l 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t . M o s t d i s q u i e t i n g w e re t h e f r e q u e n t c h a r g e s 

t h a t much o f i t was m o r a l l y o f f e n s i v e . O b s e r v e r s o b j e c t e d 

t o t h e s e m i - n u d e t a b l e a u x o r p o s e s p l a s t i q u e s , a n d t h e 

" i n d e c e n t e l e v a t i o n o f t h e l e g " i n t h e Can-Can; t h e r e was, 

r e p o r t e d one w i t n e s s , "a p r e d o m i n a n c e o f ' f l e s h i n g s ' a n d 
52 

f e m a l e s h a m e l e s s n e s s . " I t i s l e s s e a s y t o d i s c o v e r t h e 

s p e c i f i c o f f e n c e i n o t h e r f e a t u r e s o f t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t _ ^ f o r , 

t h o u g h many w r i t e r s d i d t h e i r d u t y u n d e r f i r e b y r e c o r d i n g 

t h e a l l e g e d i n d e c e n c i e s on t h e h a l l s , t h e y w e r e s e l d o m 

e x p l i c i t . C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y H e n r y Mayhew c o n t a i n e d h i s 

d i s t a s t e l o n g e n o u g h t o r e c o r d a s o n g s u n g i n a L o n d o n 

p e n n y g a f f , " t h e w h o l e p o i n t o f w h i c h c o n s i s t e d i n t h e 

mere u t t e r a n c e o f some f i l t h y w o r d a t t h e e n d o f e a c h 

s t a n z a — ' P i n e a p p l e R o c k ' was t h e g r a n d t r e a t o f t h e n i g h t 

a n d o f f e r e d g r e a t e r s c o p e t o t h e r h y m i n g p o w e r s o f t h e 
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a u t h o r t h a n any o f t h e o t h e r s . " T h e r e w ere o t h e r o c c a s i o n s 

f o r v u l g a r i t i e s , a s h a d o n c e b e e n e x p l a i n e d t o a p a r l i a m e n t a r y 

c o m m i t t e e : " T h e r e a r e c e r t a i n t h i n g s w h i c h , i n t e c h n i c a l 

p h r a s e o l o g y , a r e c a l l e d ' g a g s ' , and i n w h i c h t h e r e a r e 
54 

o f t e n v u l g a r i s m s a n d l e w d e x p r e s s i o n s . " A l a t e r c o m m i t t e e 

r i s k e d d e f i l e m e n t a n d a s k e d f o r an e x a m p l e ; E. T. S m i t h , 

t h e u n l i k e l y s o n o f an a d m i r a l , a n d a m u s i c h a l l p r o p r i e t o r 

who h a d o n c e f i t t e d h i s b a r m a i d s o u t i n t h e u n h o l y b l o o m e r s , 

o b l i g e d : 
P e r h a p s a man comes on s t a g e , and he h a s a c l o c k 
u n d e r h i s arm, and he s a y s " T h i s i s t h e way I w i n d 
t h e o l d woman up on S a t u r d a y n i g h t s , " a n d a l l 
k i n d s o f a l l u s i o n s a n d b e s t i a l i t i e s i n a m i l d way. 
Sometimes t h e y h a v e an o r g a n , a nd make t h e same 
r e m a r k s . ^ 5 

G i v e n t h e l o w t h r e s h o l d o f m o r a l i n d i g n a t i o n w h i c h 

o b t a i n e d among t h e V i c t o r i a n b o u r g e o i s i e , s u c h r e p a r t e e 

m u s t c l e a r l y h a v e p u t t h e h a l l s b e y o n d t h e p a l e f o r t h e 

r e s p e c t a b l e m i d d l e - c l a s s f a m i l y . I t was t h i s f a i l u r e o f 

p r o p r i e t y w h i c h The T i m e s i d e n t i f i e d a s a k i n d o f c l a s s 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n r e v e r s e , when i t c h a r g e d t h a t t h e h a l l s 

" i n t e n s i f y t h e t e n d e n c y o f t h e n a t i o n t o become two." 5** 

A l m o s t a s a f f r o n t i n g t o t h e w e l l d i s p o s e d o u t s i d e r 

was t h e i n a n i t y o f many m u s i c h a l l s o n g s . M i d d l e - c l a s s 

c r i t i c s a p p l i e d t h e i r own s t a n d a r d s o f l i t e r a r y j u d g m e n t i n 

s e p a r a t i n g t h e s o n g f r o m i t s p e r f o r m a n c e , a nd t h e u n a d o r n e d 

l y r i c s were d i s m i s s e d w i t h d i s d a i n i n t h e p e r i o d i c a l p r e s s — 
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" a r r a n t n o n s e n s e , " was t h e v e r d i c t o f t h e S a t u r d a y R e v i e w , 

w h i c h o t h e r w i s e l o o k e d k i n d l y i f c o n d e s c e n d i n g l y on t h e 
57 

h a l l s . W o r k i n g - c l a s s w r i t e r s who t h o u g h t t h e h a l l s 
r e p r e s e n t e d some a d v a n c e m e n t i n p o p u l a r m anners were 

e m b a r r a s s e d by t h e l o w i n t e l l e c t u a l c o n t e n t o f t h e e n t e r -
5 8 

t a i n m e n t , and r e s p e c t a b l e o p i n i o n i n g e n e r a l was d i s c o u r a 

by t h e h a l l s ' u n e d i f y i n g r e p e r t o i r e — a l l t h e more so 

b e c a u s e t h e V i c t o r i a n s b e l i e v e d m u s i c t o be t h e l e a s t 
59 

c o r r u p t i b l e and m o s t c i v i l i s i n g o f a l l a r t s . An a r t i c l e 

i n t h e D u b l i n U n i v e r s i t y M a g a z i n e o f 1874 e x p r e s s e s t h e 

d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t w i t h t h e h a l l s i n t h i s r e s p e c t : 
A t t h e t i m e when M u s i c H a l l s w e r e f i r s t s t a r t e d , 
h i g h e x p e c t a t i o n s w e r e f o r m e d o f t h e i r c a p a b i l i t i e s 
i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n . I t was t h o u g h t t h a t , by c o m i n g 
w i t h i n t h e r e a c h o f t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c , i n s t e a d o f 
b e i n g a l u x u r y c o n f i n e d t o t h e f a v o u r e d f e w , good 
m u s i c a n d t r u e a r t w o u l d f l o u r i s h more w i d e l y and 
b e n e f i c i a l l y t h a n e v e r t h e y h a d done b e f o r e . 
L i t e r a t u r e , w h i c h h a s on t h e w h o l e done s u c h 
immense good b y b e c o m i n g c h e a p and u n i v e r s a l , 
a f f o r d e d a p a r a l l e l i n s t a n c e , g i v i n g s u b s t a n t i a l 
g r o u n d s f o r t h i s hope . . . . We c a n n o t b u t l a m e n t 
e s p e c i a l l y t h e d i s a p p o i n t m e n t o f t h e e x p e c t a t i o n s 
t h a t w e r e once e n t e r t a i n e d o f t h e M u s i c H a l l s a s 
means o f e l e v a t i n g r e c r e a t i o n f o r t h e p e o p l e . 6 0 

Thus were e r s t w h i l e f r i e n d s o f t h e h a l l s r e d u c e d t o 

a c c e p t i n g them on s u f f e r a n c e . 

D e c l a r e d f r i e n d s o f t h e h a l l s w e r e f e w e r i n number 

an d q u i e t e r o f v o i c e t h a n t h e r o o t and b r a n c h men o f t h e 

r e l i g i o u s and t e m p e r a n c e g r o u p s t o whom t h e h a l l s w e r e 

a n a t h e m a . T h e i r p r i n c i p a l o b j e c t i o n t o t h e m u s i c h a l l was 
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t h e s a l e o f s t r o n g d r i n k . The a s s o c i a t i o n o f d r i n k and 

p u b l i c e n t e r t a i n m e n t c o n f i r m e d t h e p u b l i c a n a s t h e c o n t r o l 

l i n g i n t e r e s t a n d , i t was c l a i m e d , f a t a l l y s a p p e d t h e work 

o f m o r a l i m p r o v e m e n t . Songs w h i c h e x t o l l e d t h e a t t r a c t i o n s 

o f d r i n k , and t h e e x t r a v a g a n t wages p a i d t o t h o s e who s a n g 

them, e n c o u r a g e d p r o d i g a l i t y i n t h e a u d i e n c e . On t h i s p o i n t , 

we may r e c a l l t h e i n d i g n a t i o n o f E w i n g R i t c h i e (an 

i n v e t e r a t e m u s i c h a l l h a t e r ) a t what he c o n s i d e r e d t h e 

e x c e s s i v e e x p e n d i t u r e o f an E a s t End w o r k i n g - c l a s s a u d i e n c e , 

"when p e o p l e i n t h e m i d d l e r a n k s o f l i f e a r e i n d e s p a i r a t 
61 

t h e h a r d p r o s p e c t b e f o r e them." O p p o n e n t s o f t h e h a l l s 

w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y w o r r i e d b y t h e s u s c e p t i b i l i t y o f shopmen 

an d c l e r k s t o t h e t e m p t a t i o n s o f t h e f a s t l i f e a s e x t o l l e d 

b y t h e s t a r i n h i s r e c u r r e n t r o l e o f t h e S w e l l . C o n t e m p l a t i n g 

t h e r o o t l e s s army o f y o u n g l o d g e r s who a p e d t h e m anners 

an d s t y l e o f Champagne C h a r l i e , one c r i t i c f u l m i n a t e d 

a g a i n s t t h e h a l l s f o r p r o m o t i n g "a sham g e n t i l i t y among 

t h e s t r i p l i n g s o f t h e u n e d u c a t e d c l a s s e s . " T hey s h o u l d , he 

recommended, "be s t r i p p e d o f t h e sham f i n e r y and sham 

j e w e l r y t h e y w e a r on t h e i r i n d i f f e r e n t l y c l e a n e d f i n g e r s ... 
6 2 

a n d s e n t t o s e r v e a c o u p l e o f y e a r s b e f o r e t h e m a s t . " 

P r e d i c t a b l y o f f e n s i v e w e r e t h e s e x u a l i n n u e n d o s o f m u s i c 

h a l l e n t e r t a i n m e n t , w h i c h w e re a l l e g e d t o c o r r u p t w o r k i n g -

c l a s s g i r l s and make them e a s y p r e y f o r p r o w l i n g r o u e s ; 

t h e e n e m i e s o f t h e h a l l s w e r e g e n e r a l l y c o n v i n c e d t h a t , 
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i n t h e w o r d s o f one Of t h e i r number, t h e y w e re m o s t l y 
63 

" a n t e r o o m s t o t h e b r o t h e l s . " 

The o p p o s i t i o n d r e w l i t t l e c o m f o r t f r o m e v i d e n c e 

o f g o o d o r d e r a n d i n c i p i e n t r e s p e c t a b i l i t y . A L i v e r p o o l 

v i c a r c o n f r o n t e d b y s i n g i n g s a l o o n s i n w h i c h a l l was 

d r u n k e n c o n f u s i o n , f o u n d s u c h s c e n e s " t o o d i s g u s t i n g t o be 

v e r y d a n g e r o u s , " m a i n t a i n i n g t h a t " t h e b e s t c o n d u c t e d o f 

t h e rooms I f e a r t h e m o s t ... w here t h e r e i s more a t t e n t i o n 

t o a p p e a r a n c e s , a n d a t h i n g a u z e o f p r o p r i e t y i s t h r o w n 
64 • o v e r a l l . " A n o t h e r r e f o r m e r , who r e c o r d e d a n i n c r e a s e i n 

t h e number o f r e s p e c t a b l y d r e s s e d women g o i n g i n t o t h e h a l l s , 

f o u n d t h i s d i s t u r b i n g t e s t i m o n y t o t h e l a t t e r ' s i n g e n u i t y 

i n t h e r e f i n e m e n t o f o l d t e m p t a t i o n s , r a t h e r t h a n e v i d e n c e 
65 

o f r e a l i m p r o v e m e n t u pon t h e g i n s h o p . T h i s w i t n e s s 

d r e w h i s c o n c l u s i o n s f r o m v i g i l s p a s s e d o u t s i d e t h e m u s i c 

h a l l s . Few r e f o r m e r s f e l t t h e n e e d t o go i n s i d e i n o r d e r 

t o p r o v e t h e i r c a s e ; a s one o f t h e m r e m a r k e d : "One d o e s 

n o t want t o t a s t e p o i s o n t o know t h a t i t e x i s t s i n a 
6 6 

c h e m i s t ' s s h o p . " P r e j u d i c e a g a i n s t t h e h a l l s was 

s e r v e d b y i m a g i n a t i o n s w e l l p r a c t i c e d i n d i s c e r n i n g t h e 

w o r s t — r e v i e w i n g h o s t i l e e v i d e n c e t o t h e 1866 s e l e c t 

c o m m i t t e e , Browne r e m a r k e d s h r e w d l y : "Good p e o p l e h a v e t o o 
6 7 

o f t e n an e x a g g e r a t i n g p r u r i e n c y o f t h e i r own." 



327 

The m a j o r s t r a t e g y o f t h e r e f o r m l o b b i e s was t o 

c o n t e s t t h e a n n u a l r e n e w a l o f m u s i c h a l l l i c e n c e s on t h e 

g r o u n d s o f t h e m o r a l d e r e l i c t i o n o f t h e p r o p r i e t o r . The 

s t r a t e g y g r e w more m e n a c i n g a s t h e number and s c o p e o f 

l i c e n c i n g r e g u l a t i o n s i n c r e a s e d . B e f o r e t h e 1850s i t 

h a d b e e n o n l y i n L o n d o n and t h e a r e a w i t h i n a t w e n t y m i l e 

r a d i u s o f i t s c e n t r e t h a t a m u s i c a n d d a n c i n g l i c e n c e h a d 

b e e n r e q u i r e d i n a d d i t i o n t o a l i q u o r l i c e n c e . I n 1851 

B i r m i n g h a m i n t r o d u c e d m u s i c l i c e n c e s , a n d t h e r e s t o f t h e 

c o u n t r y g r a d u a l l y f o l l o w e d s u i t . B o l t o n ' s m a g i s t r a t e s 

r e c e i v e d t h e new l i c e n c i n g p o w e r s i n 1872 a s a r e s u l t o f 

a C o r p o r a t i o n I m p r o v e m e n t B i l l . F a c e d w i t h a p e t i t i o n 

f r o m t h e t o w n ' s Sunday s c h o o l l e a d e r s t h e y r e f u s e d a m u s i c 

l i c e n c e t o t h e Museum M u s i c H a l l , t h e d e s c e n d a n t o f t h e 

famous S t a r , a n d t h u s r e a c t i v a t e d t h e c o n t r o v e r s y w h i c h h a d 
6 8 

s p l i t B o l t o n t w e n t y y e a r s e a r l i e r . The m a g i s t r a t e s 
r e c a n t e d i n t h e f a c e o f p u b l i c p r o t e s t m e e t i n g s , b u t 

i m p o s e d a f o r m o f c e n s o r s h i p on a l l m u s i c h a l l e n t e r t a i n m e n t 
69 

i n t h e t o w n . P r o p r i e t o r s who l e a r n e d t o n e g o t i a t e t h e 

h a z a r d s o f t h e m a g i s t r a t e s ' s e s s i o n s f a c e d new d i f f i c u l t i e s 

a s t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f m u s i c l i c e n c e s p a s s e d t o e l e c t i v e 

t o w n and c o u n t y c o u n c i l s w h i c h w ere more s e n s i t i v e t o 

o r g a n i s e d p u b l i c o p i n i o n . The L o n d o n C o u n t y C o u n c i l i n 

p a r t i c u l a r won i t s e l f a r e p u t a t i o n f o r t h e s t r i n g e n c y o f 

i t s l i c e n c i n g c o m m i t t e e ; i t h a d a f u r t h e r p o w e r f u l s a n c t i o n 
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t o h a n d i n i t s f i r e a n d s a f e t y r e g u l a t i o n s w h i c h , a s n o t e d 

p r e v i o u s l y , c a u s e d t h e c l o s u r e o f many s m a l l e r h a l l s u n a b l e 

t o a f f o r d t h e a l t e r a t i o n s n e c e s s a r y t o m eet them. 

I n L o n d o n i n t h e e i g h t i e s c e r t a i n r e f o r m e r s went 

f u r t h e r t h a n p e t i t i o n i n g l i c e n c i n g a u t h o r i t i e s . F o r 

F r e d e r i c k C h a r r i n g t o n , s c i o n o f t h e famous b r e w i n g f a m i l y 

and c o n v e r t t o t e m p e r a n c e , t h e r o a d t o Damascus l a y p a s t 

t h e d o o r o f h i s own p u b s ; s h o u t i n g " T h i s way t o H e l l , " h e , 

c a r r i e d o u t a p e r s o n a l c a m p a i g n o f p i c k e t t i n g E a s t End 

m u s i c h a l l s . H i r e d mobs p e l t e d h i m w i t h s a l v o e s o f f l o u r 

a n d p e a s e p u d d i n g , b u t he s t o o d h i s g r o u n d , and was e v e n t u a l l y 

t a k e n t o c o u r t b y one p r o p r i e t o r f o r i n j u r i n g h i s t r a d e . 

T hough f o u n d g u i l t y o f l i b e l C h a r r i n g t o n was u n d e t e r r e d , 

and h i s c o n c e r n t o mount a s u s t a i n e d o f f e n s i v e on t h e h a l l s 

f o u n d r e a d y s u p p o r t f r o m t h e M e t h o d i s t T i m e s , w h i c h c a l l e d 

o n t h e LCC f o r a g e n e r a l p u r g e o f t h e h a l l s a s p a r t o f t h e 

programme o f a new S o c i a l P u r i t y movement. S t e w a r t H e a d l a m 

m o u n t e d a c o u n t e r a t t a c k w i t h some s u p p o r t f r o m t h e w o r k i n g -
70 

men's c l u b s . T h i s was t h e B a t t l e o f t h e M u s i c H a l l s . 

F r o n t a l a s s a u l t d i d n o t , h o w e v e r , recommend i t s e l f 

t o a l l r e f o r m e r s , a n d t h e same d e c a d e w i t n e s s e d a n a t t e m p t 

t o d e f e a t t h e h a l l s b y p r o v i d i n g r i v a l e n t e r t a i n m e n t o f an 

i m p r o v e d n a t u r e . I n 1880 t h e C o f f e e M u s i c H a l l Company 

was f o u n d e d i n L o n d o n , a s an e x t e n s i o n o f t h e t e m p e r a n c e 



b a s e d c o f f e e p u b l i c h o u s e m o v e m e n t . ' A company c i r c u l a r 

e x p l a i n e d i t s i n t e n t i o n s t o p r o v i d e s e v e r a l l a r g e m u s i c 

h a l l s i n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f L o n d o n , t o w h i c h w o r k i n g m e n c o u l d 

t a k e t h e i r w i v e s and c h i l d r e n " w i t h o u t s h a m i n g o r h a r m i n g 

them." No i n t o x i c a n t d r i n k s w e r e t o be s o l d . The company's 

f i r s t (and o n l y ) v e n t u r e was t o r e n t t h e famous S o u t h L o n d o n 

t h e a t r e , t h e R o y a l V i c t o r i a , w h i c h a f t e r e x t e n s i v e r e d e c o r a - . 

t i o n a n d h e a v y a d v e r t i s i n g o p e n e d as t h e f i r s t C o f f e e M u s i c 

H a l l i n December 1880. The company was meant t o p a y i t s 

own way, b u t w i t h i n s e v e n months i t was b a d l y i n d e b t , and 

t h e c o u n t e r m u s i c h a l l o n l y s u r v i v e d t h r o u g h t h e g e n e r o u s 

s u b v e n t i o n s o f S a m u e l M o r l e y . 

The f a l t e r i n g c a r e e r o f t h e V i c t o r i a C o f f e e M u s i c 

H a l l . i l l u s t r a t e s . t h e g r o w i n g d i f f i c u l t y o f e f f e c t i v e d i r e c t 

c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h an i n s t i t u t i o n a s c o m m e r c i a l i s e d a s t h e 

r e g u l a r m u s i c h a l l ; i t d e m o n s t r a t e s t o o how a u t h e n t i c 

r e p r o d u c t i o n o f a v i g o r o u s p o p u l a r r i t u a l e l u d e d o u t s i d e r s 

whose p r i n c i p a l c o n c e r n was c o n t r o l and d i l u t i o n . " I n t h e 

f i r s t p l a c e , " t o q u o t e one o f t h e p o s t mortems o f t h e C o f f e e 

M u s i c H a l l ' s i n i t i a l c o l l a p s e , " t h e r e was an e v i d e n t w a n t o f 
72 

r e a l , b o n a f i d e c o m m e r c i a l e n e r g y xn t h e management." 

The p r o m o t e r s s h i e d away f r o m e n g a g i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l 

e x p e r t i s e ; J o h n H o l l i n g s h e a d , . a r e s p e c t e d t h e a t r e manager-

w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e k n o w l e d g e o f t h e m u s i c h a l l b u s i n e s s , was 
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a p p r o a c h e d f o r h i s a d v i c e , b u t was o b l i g e d t o s t a y i n .the 

b a c k g r o u n d b e c a u s e o f d o u b t s a b o u t t h e " s a f e n e s s " o f h i s 
73 

a s s o c i a t i o n s . The p r o m o t e r s c l a i m e d t h a t t h e y w e r e 

u n a b l e t o a f f o r d t o p a r t i s t s b e c a u s e , u n l i k e t h e r e g u l a r 

h a l l s , t h e y d i d n o t e n j o y t h e s u b s t a n t i a l a d d i t i o n a l 
7 4 

r e v e n u e w h i c h came f r o m d r i n k s a l e s . T h i s c l a i m , and t h e 

a s s e r t i o n t h a t managements e l s e w h e r e w e re w a r n i n g t h e i r 

a r t i s t s o f f t h e R o y a l V i c t o r i a , may h a v e b e e n t r u e , b u t i t 

i s a t l e a s t a s l i k e l y t h a t t h e c o f f e e m e n r e f u s e d t o p a y 

w hat t h e y condemned as " r e c k l e s s wages" on p r i n c i p l e 

( A r t h u r R o b e r t s , t h e c o m e d i a n , r e c a l l e d how he g o t I s - 6 d , 

a c u p o f c o f f e e and a p i e c e . o f c a k e f o r p e r f o r m i n g a t a 

t e m p e r a n c e m u s i c h a l l , c o m p a r e d t o t h e h a l f a g u i n e a he h a d 
75 

made as a b e g i n n e r on t h e r e g u l a r h a l l s ) . 

The e n t e r t a i n m e n t was a s u n s a t i s f a c t o r y a s t h e 

management, and a t t e n d a n c e s w e r e o f t e n p o o r . F r i e n d l y 

c r i t i c s p o i n t e d t o one f a m i l i a r f a i l i n g : " T h e r e was an 

a i r o f p a t r o n a g e a b o u t t h e p l a c e , w h i c h t h e B r i t o n , e v e n 

i n h i s m o s t u n p o l i s h e d c o n d i t i o n , w i l l a t o n c e d e t e c t ; and 
7 6 

woe t h e n t o s u c c e s s ! " Then t o o , t h e t e m p e r a n c e p r o p a g a n d a 

w h i c h a l t e r n a t e d w i t h t h e r e g u l a r a c t s was t o o o b t r u s i v e : 

" A t t h e V i c t o r i a , " s a i d one c o m p l a i n a n t , "you w e r e l i k e l y 

t o . g e t , n o t a r t , b u t a huge i l l u m i n a t e d d i a g r a m o f t h e l i v e r 
77 . o f a D r u n k a r d . " I n t h e f u r t h e r i n t e r e s t s o f i m p r o v e m e n t , 

t h e a r t i s t s w e r e o b l i g e d t o s u b m i t t o c e n s o r s h i p o f t h e i r 
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m a t e r i a l b y r e h e a r s i n g t h e i r a c t s i n p r i v a t e f o r t h e 

m a n a g e r . On s t a g e r e s t r a i n t s v a n i s h e d , and t h e p o p u l a r 

v o i c e b r o k e t h r o u g h : 

Y e t , i n . s p i t e o f a l l t h e s e p r e c a u t i o n s , l e t t h e r e 
come a c h a n c e s u c h as an e n c o r e v e r s e , s u c h a s 
some s l i p o r s t o p p a g e i n t h e s t a g e m a c h i n e r y , a n d 
o u t w i l l come s o m e t h i n g , n o t i n t h e programme and 
n e v e r h e a r d o r s e e n b e f o r e , w h i c h w i l l b r i n g down 
a t h u n d e r o f e n j o y m e n t f r o m t h e a u d i e n c e , and a t 
t h e same t i m e f i l l t h e m a n a g e r ' s b o x w i t h s o r r o w 
and h u m i l i a t i o n . 7 8 

A u d i e n c e and p e r f o r m e r s w e re n e v e r c o m p l e t e l y 

t a m e d , b u t t h e m u s i c h a l l s w e r e r e f o r m e d n o n e t h e l e s s ; t h e 

i n d u s t r y h a d l i t t l e t o f e a r f r o m t h e i n e p t e x p e r i m e n t s o f 

t h e R o y a l V i c t o r i a , b u t i t d i d r e s p o n d t o t h e p r e s s u r e s 

o f h o s t i l e o p p o s i t i o n a s t h e c a t e r e r s d i s c o v e r e d t h a t 

i m p r o v e m e n t made f o r b e t t e r b u s i n e s s a s w e l l a s s o u n d 

d e f e n c e . 

M u s i c h a l l i n t e r e s t s h a d f r o m t h e o u t s e t s o u g h t 

t o d i s a r m t h e i r c r i t i c s b y a d v e r t i s i n g t h e m o r a l s u p e r i o r i t y 

o f t h e i r o p e r a t i o n s t o t h e o l d e r t a v e r n e n t e r t a i n m e n t s . 

The E r a became w e l l p r a c t i c e d i n d e f e n d i n g t h e l i c e n c e d 

t r a d e ' s new o f f s p r i n g , d e c l a r i n g i n e f f e c t 'We a r e a l l 

I m p r o v e r s now.' S p e a k i n g up f o r S h a r p i e s a g a i n s t t h e 

o p p o n e n t s o f t h e B o l t o n S t a r i n t h e f i f t i e s , t h e p a p e r 

a r g u e d : " P u b l i c amusements m u s t be l e f t t o i n d i v i d u a l 

k n o w l e d g e , and p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e , w h e r e t h e y w i l l be w e l l 



332 

d i r e c t e d and c o n t r o l l e d b y w holesome c o m p e t i t i o n and 

a u t h o r i t a t i v e p u b l i c o p i n i o n . " S t e w a r d s h i p was s a f e i n t h e 

h a n d s o f t h e r e s p o n s i b l e p u b l i c a n l i k e S h a r p i e s b e c a u s e o f 

h i s p r o v e n c o m p e t e n c e i n a f i e l d b e s t l e f t t o p r o f e s s i o n a l s . 

" P u b l i c amusement," c o n t i n u e d t h e E r a , " i s a t r a d e and a 

m y s t e r y and r e q u i r e s t o be l e a r n e d l i k e a n y o t h e r t r a d e ... 

no a m a t e u r e v e r v e n t u r e d i n t o i t w i t h o u t d a m a g i n g i t s 
79 

c h a r a c t e r and i n j u r i n g i t s p r o f e s s o r s . " C h a r l e s M o r t o n 

had b e e n t h e p r i m e e x a m p l e o f t h e modern r e c o n s t r u c t e d 

p u b l i c a n . A l t h o u g h an i n v e t e r a t e g a m b l e r , he m a i n t a i n e d 

an i m p r e s s i v e l y r e s p e c t a b l e f r o n t . A s one m u s i c h a l l 

h a b i t u e r e c a l l e d : "No man was e v e r h a l f s o r e s p e c t a b l e a s 

C h a r l e s M o r t o n l o o k e d — h i s s e n s e o f d e c o r u m w o u l d have 
8 0 

done c r e d i t t o a c h u r c h w a r d e n . " 

B u t t h i s k i n d o f p r o t e c t i v e c o l o u r i n g was p o o r 

d e f e n c e a g a i n s t t h e i n t e n s i f i e d a t t a c k s o f r e f o r m e r s . 

A l a r m e d a t t h e t h r e a t t o t h e i r l i c e n c e s and l i v e l i h o o d s , 

t h e m a j o r L o n d o n p r o p r i e t o r s r e c o n s t i t u t e d t h e i r P r o t e c t i o n 

A s s o c i a t i o n i n 1 8 7 6 , and m e m o r i a l i s e d t h e Home S e c r e t a r y 

w i t h a scheme f o r a n o f f i c i a l c e n s o r f o r t h e h a l l s . A t 

t h e same t i m e t h e p r o p r i e t o r s a s k e d a g a i n t o be a l l o w e d t o 

p l a y t h e l e g i t i m a t e drama so t h a t t h e y m i g h t i n t r o d u c e 

d r a m a t i c (and i m p r o v i n g ) s k e t c h e s . T h i s c o n c e s s i o n , so i t 

was c l a i m e d , w o u l d l e s s e n t h e i r d e p e n d e n c e on t h e c o m i c 
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s i n g e r s , who c o u l d n o t be e f f e c t i v e l y c o n t r o l l e d u n d e r 
81 

t h e c u r r e n t s t a t e o f t h e l a w . When t h e p r o j e c t c o l l a p s e d , 

t h e p r o p r i e t o r s c a s t t h e m s e l v e s a s m o r a l v i g i l a n t e s . 

House r u l e s o f t h e e i g h t i e s w a r n e d "Any a r t i s t e g i v i n g 

e x p r e s s i o n t o a n y v u l g a r i t y , i n w o r d s o r a c t i o n s , when on 

s t a g e , w i l l be s u b j e c t t o i n s t a n t d i s m i s s a l , and s h a l l 

f o r f e i t any s a l a r y t h a t may be due f o r t h e c u r r e n t week," 

and programmes on s a l e i n t h e h a l l s i n v i t e d t h e p u b l i c t o 

i n f o r m t h e manager o f a n y s u g g e s t i v e o r o f f e n s i v e w o r d o r 
82 

a c t i o n t h a t m i g h t h a v e e s c a p e d h i s n o t i c e . The E r a l e n t 

i t s w e i g h t t o t h e i n t e r n a l i m p r o v e m e n t c a m p a i g n w i t h a 

p r o g r e s s i v e e d i t o r i a l w h i c h i d e n t i f i e d a f u r t h e r m a t t e r f o r 

r e f o r m : 
I t i s one o f t h e g r e a t e s t n u i s a n c e s p o s s i b l e t o 
s e n s i b l e p e o p l e who go t o p l a c e s o f amusement t o 
d i v e r t t h e i r m i n d s f r o m p o l i t i c s a nd b u s i n e s s a l i k e 
t o h a v e t h e o p i n i o n s o f t h e d a i l y p a p e r s r e p r o d u c e d 
i n v e r s e and f l u n g a t t h e i r h e a d s b y a m u s i c h a l l 
s i n g e r ... p e r s o n s who go t o a p l a c e o f amusement 
t o be amused, and t h e s e we b e l i e v e , f o r m t h e s t e a d i l y 
paying c l a s s , a r e t o o s e n s i b l e t o c a r e t o p r o c l a i m 
t h e i r p r i v a t e o p i n i o n s b y a p p l a u d i n g s e n s e l e s s 
r u b b i s h w i t h a p o l i t i c a l m e a n i n g . P r o p r i e t o r s who 
c a t e r (as i t i s i n t h e i r i n t e r e s t t o do) f o r t h e 
t a s t e s o f t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c w o u l d do w e l l t o 
k e e p t h e p o l i t i c a l s o n g n u i s a n c e d e c i d e d l y i n a b e y a n c e , 
and we do n o t d e s p a i r o f t h e d a y when s u c h a l l u s i o n s 
s h a l l be a s s e v e r e l y r e p r o b a t e d a s , f r o m t h e m a n i f e s t o 
now s o o f t e n t o be r e a d on m u s i c h a l l p rogrammes, 
we s e e t h a t i m p r o p r i e t y i s . 8 3 

S u c h p r o s c r i p t i o n s w e r e s o o n i n p r a c t i c e . A t t h e New 

S e b r i g h t Wholesome Amusements Temple i n L o n d o n , a r t i s t s were 

w a r n e d t o o b s e r v e t h e f o l l o w i n g h o u s e r u l e s : 
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' No o f f e n s i v e a l l u s i o n s t o be made t o any Member 
Of t h e R o y a l F a m i l y ; Members o f P a r l i a m e n t , German 
P r i n c e s , p o l i c e a u t h o r i t i e s , o r a n y member t h e r e o f , 
t h e L o n d o n C o u n t y C o u n c i l , o r any member o f t h a t 
b o d y ; no a l l u s i o n w h a t e v e r t o r e l i g i o n , o r any 
r e l i g i o u s s e c t ; no a l l u s i o n t o t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
o f t h e l a w o f t h e c o u n t r y . 8 4 

The g i v e and t a k e b e t w e e n t h e p e r f o r m e r and h i s 
o 

p u b l i c c o n t i n u e d t o p o s e a c h a l l e n g e t o h o u s e d i s c i p l i n e . 

Some managements o b l i g e d a r t i s t s t o s i g n c o n t r a c t s 
8 5 

f o r b i d d i n g them t o ' a d d r e s s t h e a u d i e n c e . ' J u s t a s t h e 

e n t e r t a i n e r s and t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t had b e e n c e n s o r e d , s o 

t o o d i d t h e a u d i e n c e s t h e m s e l v e s e v e n t u a l l y come u n d e r 

r e s t r a i n t : e n c o r e s w e r e l i m i t e d , c h o r u s s i n g i n g was 
d i s c o u r a g e d , and u n i f o r m e d c o m m i s s i o n a i r e s p o l i c e d t h e 

8 6 
a u d i t o r i u m . W i l l T h o r n e r e c a l l e d p r o p r i e t o r s i n 
B i r m i n g h a m who r e f u s e d e n t r y t o any man n o t w e a r i n g a 

8 7 

c o l l a r , and t h e O r d e r a n d Decorum w h i c h became t h e 

c l i c h e o f e v e r y m u s i c h a l l a d v e r t i s e m e n t w e r e so r i g i d l y 

e n f o r c e d ' i n C o l l i n s M u s i c H a l l i n I s l i n g t o n t h a t i t became 
8 8 

known l o c a l l y a s t h e C h a p e l . 

D e s p i t e t h i s c o n s p i c u o u s c o n c e r n f o r r e s p e c t a b i l i t y , 

t h e m u s i c h a l l p r o p r i e t o r s t i l l r e m a i n e d v u l n e r a b l e i n h i s 

r o l e a s d r i n k s e l l e r . A l t h o u g h , f r o m t h e f i f t i e s , 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t had r e v e a l e d i t s e l f a s a p o t e n t i a l l y v i a b l e 

u n d e r t a k i n g i n i t s own r i g h t , d r i n k seemed e s s e n t i a l t o 

t h e c o m m e r c i a l s u c c e s s o f t h e h a l l s . A t t h e C a n t e r b u r y , 
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M o r t o n h a d k e p t a s h a r p e y e on t h e f l o w o f 'wet money'; 

when t h e v o l u m e o f f e m a l e a t t e n d a n c e ( a n o t h e r much a d v e r t i s e d ) 

g u a r a n t e e o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y ) h a d seemed t o i n h i b i t t h e 

s a l e o f d r i n k , he h a d b e e n q u i t e r e a d y t o t u r n t h e l a d i e s 
89 

away. The t r a d e c l a i m e d t h a t g i n g e r b e e r s o l d b e t t e r 
t h a n t h e i n t o x i c a n t s , and t h a t d o o r r a t h e r t h a n b a r r e c e i p t s 

90 

p r o v i d e d t h e g r e a t e r p a r t o f t h e i r r e v e n u e , b u t i t was 

n o t u n t i l t h e e i g h t i e s t h a t m u s i c h a l l managements b e g a n 

t o p h a s e o u t t h e s a l e and c o n s u m p t i o n o f s t r o n g d r i n k i n 

t h e a u d i t o r i u m . By t h e n , c h a n g e s i n t h e d o m e s t i c economy 

were a f f e c t i n g t r a d i t i o n a l c o n s u m p t i o n h a b i t s i n s u c h a way 

a s t o d i s p l a c e s t r o n g d r i n k a s t h e p r i m e c o m m o d i t y o f 
91 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s l e i s u r e t i m e , and t h e m o d e s t b u t s i g n i f i c a n t 

i n c r e m e n t o f a more r e s p e c t a b l e c l i e n t e l e a l s o seemed t o 

a l l o w a s a f e r e t r e a t f r o m t h e p r e v i o u s l y c o n s i d e r a b l e 

r e l i a n c e on l i q u o r s a l e s . A s t h e s o l i c i t o r f o r t h e L o n d o n 

p r o p r i e t o r s ' a s s o c i a t i o n e x p l a i n e d : " E v e r y y e a r we f i n d 

t h a t s o s o o n a s we r a i s e o u r p r i c e s and i n c r e a s e o u r 

b e t t e r c l a s s a c c o m m o d a t i o n , s o s o o n d o e s t h e d r i n k i n g go 
92 . down." Thus t h e p h a s i n g o u t o f d r i n k i n t h e a u d i t o r i u m 

i s n o t t o be s o l e l y e x p l a i n e d a s a n e r v o u s r e a c t i o n t o t h e 

i n c r e a s e d m i l i t a n c y o f r e f o r m e r s . 

The c a t e r e r ' s c o n c e r n t o q u a l i f y t h e m u s i c h a l l s 

a s a r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n was v a r i o u s l y m o t i v a t e d . He was, 

i t i s t r u e , a n x i o u s t o d i s a r m h i s r e f o r m o p p o n e n t s , and t h e 
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p r o t e s t a t i o n s o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y c a n be i n t e r p r e t e d m o s t 

o b v i o u s l y a s a d e f e n s i v e r e s p o n s e . Some o f t h e s e 

p r o t e s t a t i o n s w e r e u n d o u b t e d l y d i s i n g e n u o u s a n d m i s l e a d i n g , 

o f a p i e c e w i t h t h e h y p e r b o l e o f s h o w m a n s h i p - - o n t h i s c o u n t 

we may a d d u c e t h e t r a d e p a p e r s ' u n s u b s t a n t i a t e d c l a i m s f o r 
93 

e x t e n s i v e m i d d l e - c l a s s p a t r o n a g e i n t h e s i x t i e s — y e t , f o r 

t h e m o s t p a r t , t h e c a t e r e r was a man o f h o n o u r a b l e i n t e n t i o n 

i n h i s c o u r t s h i p o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y . D e s p i t e h i s f r e q u e n t 

o c c u p a t i o n a l p o s t u r e o f man o f t h e p e o p l e (an i n i t i a l l y 

v a l u a b l e r o l e w h i c h he d e r i v e d f r o m h i s a n t e c e d e n t o f f i c e 

o f p u b l i c a n ) he was p r i c k e d b y b o u r g e o i s a m b i t i o n a n d k e e n 

a s p i r a t i o n s t o g e n t i l i t y , a n d r e s p e c t a b i l i t y was a n e c e s s a r y 
94 

c o n d i t i o n f o r t h e i r a c h i e v e m e n t . T h a t t h e c a t e r e r ' s 

a f f i r m a t i o n s o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y i n v o l v e d t h e e n f o r c e m e n t o f 

o p e r a t i o n a l c o n t r o l s o f t h e m u s i c h a l l more f a r - r e a c h i n g 

and s t r i n g e n t t h a n e i t h e r t h e t h r e a t o r c a l i b r e o f t h e 

r e f o r m o p p o s i t i o n n e c e s s a r i l y j u s t i f i e d o r t h e t r a d i t i o n s 

o f i t s a n t e c e d e n t , i n s t i t u t i o n s s a n c t i o n e d , g i v e s t h e m e a s u r e 

o f t h e c a t e r e r ' s m a t u r a t i o n a s d y n a m i c e n t r e p r e n e u r . 

R e s p e c t a b i l i t y s e r v e d a s a d e f e n s i v e u m b r e l l a f o r t h e m u s i c 

h a l l i n d u s t r y and a s t a t u s l e v e r f o r i t s t y c o o n s , b u t i t s 

p r a c t i c e a l s o made f o r t h e more e f f i c i e n t a n d p r o f i t a b l e 

management w h i c h was n e c e s s a r y t o r e a l i s e t h e s p e c t a c u l a r 
95 

new g r o w t h o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f t h e m i d - e i g h t i e s . 
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A p p l y i n g t h e d i s c i p l i n e s o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y t o 

a u d i e n c e a n d p e r f o r m e r was p a r t o f a g e n e r a l r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n 

o f m u s i c h a l l o p e r a t i o n . B a n i s h i n g d r i n k i n g f r o m t h e 

a u d i t o r i u m — " A b a n d o n h o p s , a l l y e who e n t e r h e r e 1 was t h e 

wag's l a m e n t — m a d e i t l e s s v i s i b l e a n d t h e r e f o r e l e s s 
96 

o f f e n s i v e , b u t i t a l s o f a c i l i t a t e d t h e r e p l a c e m e n t o f 

f r e e s t a n d i n g t a b l e s and c h a i r s w i t h f i x e d s t a l l s e a t i n g 

f a c i n g t h e s t a g e w h i c h made f o r more e f f i c i e n t 

l o g i s t i c s : s t a l l s e a t i n g b r o u g h t h i g h e r a u d i e n c e c a p a c i t i e s , 

a l l o w e d f o r more e f f e c t i v e p r i c e d i f f e r e n t i a l s , e n c o u r a g e d 

t h e h a b i t o f s e a t r e s e r v a t i o n , a nd s i m p l i f i e d t h e r u n n i n g 

o f t w i c e n i g h t l y h o u s e s . D i m i n i s h i n g t h e f l o w o f d r i n k 

may a l s o h a v e h a d some e f f e c t i n c o n t r o l l i n g t h e v o l a t i l i t y 

o f t h e a u d i e n c e and i t s random i n t e r r u p t i o n s o f t h e 

p e r f o r m a n c e . C e n s o r i n g t h e a r t i s t a n d r e s t r a i n i n g t h e 

a u d i e n c e was meant t o p u r g e t h e h a l l s o f v u l g a r i t y , b u t i n 

c u t t i n g down a d l i b s a n d e n c o r e s i t a l s o h e l p e d e n s u r e 

t h e p r e d i c t a b l e t i m e - t a b l i n g . o f a c t s . T h i s was i m p o r t a n t , 

f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e t u r n s s y s t e m , a n d t w i c e - n i g h t l y 

and m a t i n e e p e r f o r m a n c e s i n d i c a t e d a m a n a g e r i a l c o n c e r n 

f o r t h e maximum e x p l o i t a t i o n o f t i m e and r e s o u r c e s w h i c h 

demanded t h e i r e f f i c i e n t s c h e d u l i n g a nd c o - o r d i n a t i o n . 

E s c h e w i n g t h e c o n t r o v e r s i a l as w e l l a s t h e v u l g a r a l s o 

a f f i r m e d t h e r e s p e c t a b i l i t y o f t h e r e f o r m e d m u s i c h a l l 

( o r v a r i e t y t h e a t r e a s i t was now s t y l e d ) , b u t i t m a r k e d , 
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t o o , t h e e n t r e p r e n e u r s ' b i d f o r t h e p a t r o n a g e o f ' t h e 

g e n e r a l p u b l i c , ' a c l i e n t e l e more p a s s i v e , more p r e d i c t a b l e 

and more numerous t h a n t h a t d e f i n e d b y t h e c a t e g o r i e s o f 
i 97 c l a s s . 

The c r e d o o f t h e new r e g i m e was p u t by J o h n 

H o l l i n g s h e a d , d r a m a t i c c r i t i c , a u t h o r and sometime m u s i c 

h a l l m a n a g e r , i n c o n t e m p l a t i n g t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e Moss 

E m p i r e s m u s i c h a l l s y n d i c a t e i n 1900 w i t h a c a p i t a l i s a t i o n 

a p p r o a c h i n g two m i l l i o n p o u n d s : 

T h i s i n t e r e s t h a s b e e n c r e a t e d by c o m m e r c i a l i n s t i n c t 
f o r t h e s u p p l y o f wholesome amusement f o r t h e 
p e o p l e . I t s w o r k , w i t h o u t a n y f a l s e v e n e e r , i s 
e n t i r e l y c o m m e r c i a l . I t s f i r s t d u t y , w h i c h i t 
s t r i c t l y o b s e r v e s , i s t o c o n d u c t i t s b u s i n e s s 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e r u l e s o f g ood c i t i z e n s h i p ; and 
i t s s e c o n d d u t y , w h i c h i t p e r f o r m s t o t h e b e s t o f 
i t s a b i l i t y , i s t o e a r n a s a t i s f a c t o r y d i v i d e n d 
f o r i t s s h a r e h o l d e r s . 9 8 

T h us b y t h e l a t e V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d i t c o u l d be 

c l a i m e d t h a t t h e m u s i c h a l l h a d b e e n a s s i m i l a t e d t o t h e 

c u l t u r a l a p p a r a t u s o f a b o u r g e o i s s o c i e t y . I n r e a l i t y t h e 

c o n v e r s i o n was f a r f r o m c o m p l e t e . The p a r t i c u l a r c h e m i s t r y 

o f a r t i s t and a u d i e n c e w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i s e d t h e e s s e n t i a l 

m u s i c h a l l e x p e r i e n c e was, f o r e x a m p l e , n o t e a s i l y 

e x t i n g u i s h e d , and t h e g r e a t e s t o f a l l m u s i c h a l l s t a r s , 

M a r i e L l o y d , d e r i v e d no l i t t l e o f h e r p o p u l a r s u c c e s s i n 

t h e s e y e a r s t h r o u g h f l o u t i n g t h e new p r o p r i e t i e s , and 
99 

m a i n t a i n i n g t h e t r a d i t i o n a l f l o w o f r i b a l d r y . B u t many 
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k n o w l e d g e a b l e c o n t e m p o r a r i e s r e c o r d e d d i s t i n c t c h a n g e s i n 

t o n e a s w e l l as t h o s e o f s c a l e and l a y - o u t i n t h e m u s i c 

h a l l o f t h e e i g h t i e s and n i n e t i e s . ' ' " 0 0 Managements h a d 

s u c c e e d e d i n i m p r e s s i n g s o m e t h i n g o f a more c o m p l i a n t 

manner upon t h e members o f t h i s r o b u s t i n s t i t u t i o n . I n 

a s e n s e , b i g b u s i n e s s h a d s u c c e e d e d w here t h e s o c i a l 

r e f o r m e r s o f r e c r e a t i o n had f a i l e d . The i m p r o v e m e n t s f e l l 

f a r s h o r t o f t h e g r a n d d e s i g n s o f t h e r e f o r m e r s , a n d p r o c e e d e d 

f r o m m o t i v e s l e s s s c r u p u l o u s l y h i g h - m i n d e d and c o m p a s s i o n a t e 

t h a n t h e i r s , b u t t h e m a n i p u l a t i o n s o f t h e m u s i c h a l l 

e n t r e p r e n e u r m a n i f e s t e d a p o t e n t i a l f o r d e f i n i n g and 

e n f o r c i n g s o c i a l l y a p p r o p r i a t e b e h a v i o u r - - " t h e r u l e s o f 

g o o d c i t i z e n s h i p " - — w h i c h i d e n t i f y t h e e m e r g e n t mass e n t e r 

t a i n m e n t i n d u s t r y a s a c o n s c i o u s and e f f e c t i v e a g e n c y o f 

r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n . A d d r e s s i n g t h e P u b l i c M o r a l s C o n f e r e n c e 

i n L o n d o n i n 1 9 1 0 , t h e R e v e r e n d . Thomas P h i l l i p s r e m a r k e d , 

w i t h o u t f l i p p a n c y , " I f y o u b r i n g a p u r i t a n s a i n t a n d a 

m u s i c h a l l manager i n t o c o n t a c t , i t i s w o n d e r f u l how w e l l 

t h e y g e t on together."''' 0''' ' 
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FOOTNOTES 

T h i s c h a p t e r i s b a s e d upon my l o n g e s s a y " P r o f i t 
and M o r a l i t y i n a N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y E n t e r t a i n m e n t I n d u s t r y : 
The C a s e o f t h e V i c t o r i a n M u s i c H a l l s , " i n R. S a m u e l , e d . , 
P o p u l a r C u l t u r e i n N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y E n g l a n d , R u s k i n S t u d i e s 
i n S o c i a l H i s t o r y , 2 ( L o n d o n , f o r t h c o m i n g ) a n d I w o u l d l i k e 
t o t h a n k R a f a e l S a m u e l f o r h i s k i n d a n d i n f o r m e d e n c o u r a g e 
ment o f my r e s e a r c h i n t h i s f i e l d . Though m a t e r i a l f o r t h e 
s t u d y o f t h e h a l l s i s a b u n d a n t , m o s t s e c o n d a r y work i s 
d i s a p p o i n t i n g , a n d modern s c h o l a r s h a v e a f f o r d e d them no 
more t h a n i n c i d e n t a l a t t e n t i o n . The b e s t p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e 
i s C. D. S t u a r t a n d A. J . P a r k , The V a r i e t y S t a g e : A  
H i s t o r y o f t h e M u s i c H a l l s f r o m t h e E a r l i e s t P e r i o d t o t h e  
P r e s e n t Time ( L o n d o n , 1 8 9 5 ) . To a g r e a t e x t e n t s u b s e q u e n t 
h i s t o r i a n s h a v e m e r e l y r e w o r k e d t h e i r m a t e r i a l , b u t H. S c o t t , 
The E a r l y D o o r s : O r i g i n s o f t h e E n g l i s h M u s i c H a l l ( L o n d o n , 
1 9 4 6 ) , a n d R. Mander a n d J . M i t c h e n s o n , B r i t i s h M u s i c H a l l 
( L o n d o n , 1965) a r e h o n o u r a b l e e x c e p t i o n s . The most v a l u a b l e 
r e c e n t work i s D. Howard, L o n d o n T h e a t r e s a n d M u s i c H a l l s ,  
1850-1950 ( L o n d o n , 1 9 7 0 ) , w h i c h p r o v i d e s a c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
l i s t i n g f o r t h e c a p i t a l a n d an e x c e l l e n t b i b l i o g r a p h y . 

o 

S.C.H.C. on t h e L i c e n c i n g a n d R e g u l a t i o n o f 
P l a c e s o f P u b l i c E n t e r t a i n m e n t , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1 8 5 2 - 1 8 5 3 , X X X V I I , 
q. 4198. 

3 
C. M. S m i t h , C u r i o s i t i e s o f L o n d o n L i f e ( L o n d o n , 

1853) , p p . 166-67 n o t e d t h e c a r e e r o f one y o u n g p u b l i c a n 
who h a d n e t t e d t e n t h o u s a n d p o u n d s i n s e v e n y e a r s . 
F r e d e r i c k S t r a n g e , l a t e r manager and p r o p r i e t o r o f t h e 
A l h a m b r a , s e e b e l o w , s t a r t e d o u t a s a w a i t e r b e f o r e l a n d i n g 
t h e r e f r e s h m e n t c o n t r a c t a t t h e C r y s t a l P a l a c e , f r o m w h i c h 
he was r e p u t e d t o ha v e made f i f t y t h o u s a n d p o u n ds p e r s o n a l 
p r o f i t , J . R i v i e r e , My M u s i c a l L i f e ( L o n d o n , 1 8 9 3 ) , p. 133. 
See a l s o ' B a r o n ' N i c h o l s o n , A u t o b i o g r a p h y o f a F a s t Man 
( L o n d o n , 1 8 6 3 ) , p. 284 - 8 7 . 

4 
Though i m p o r t a n t , M o r t o n was n o t t h e s o l i t a r y 
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t h e C a n t e r b u r y i s p r o v i d e d b y J . E. R i t c h i e , The N i g h t S i d e  
o f L o n d o n ( L o n d o n , 1 8 5 4 ) , p p . 5 8 - 6 5 . 
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( L o n d o n , 1 8 6 9 ) , p. 130. See a l s o b e l o w , n. 40; l e t t e r s f r o m 
D i o n B o u c i c a u l t t o t h e E r a , 5 O c t o b e r , 21 December 186 2; 
" B e h i n d t h e S c e n e s , " D a i l y News ( L o n d o n ) , 18 December 1868. 
M u s i c h a l l s o u t n u m b e r e d t h e a t r e s o f a l l d e s c r i p t i o n s b y 
e i g h t t o one i n L o n d o n b y t h e e i g h t i e s , b u t t h e p o p u l a r 
t h e a t r e o f t e n i n t e r s p e r s e d m u s i c h a l l a c t s w i t h t h e s t r a i g h t 
d r a m a , a n d i t r e t a i n e d c o n s i d e r a b l e w o r k i n g - c l a s s s u p p o r t . 
See D i c k e n s ' famous p i e c e "Two V i e w s o f a Cheap T h e a t r e , " i n 
U n c o m m e r c i a l T r a v e l l e r , pp. 40-56; R o g e r s , o p . c i t . , p p . 7-8; 
C. B a r k e r , "A T h e a t r e f o r t h e P e o p l e " i n K. R i c h a r d s and 
P. Thomson, e d s . , E s s a y s on N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y B r i t i s h  
T h e a t r e ( M a n c h e s t e r , 1 9 7 1 ) , pp. 1-17. 

q 
The p r o v i n c e s h a v e b e e n much n e g l e c t e d i n m u s i c 

h a l l h i s t o r y . G. J . M e l l o r , The N o r t h e r n M u s i c H a l l ( N e w c a s t l e 
Upon T y n e , 1971) makes a s t a r t i n r e m e d y i n g t h i s d e f i c i e n c y 
t h o u g h , a s i n much o f t h i s k i n d o f w r i t i n g , t h e s t y l e a nd 
m e t hod a r e t o o a n e c d o t a l and u n c r i t i c a l . F o r t h e g r o w t h 
o f t h e s e y e a r s s e e S t u a r t and P a r k , op. c i t . , p p . 8 6 - 9 2 . 
"The C o s t o f A m u s i n g t h e P u b l i c , " L o n d o n S o c i e t y 1 ( A p r i l 
1862) : 1 9 3 - 9 8 , a r r i v e s a t a f i g u r e o f 119 h a l l s o u t s i d e 
o f L o n d o n ; s i x y e a r s l a t e r t h e E r a A l m a n a c k , 186 8, l i s t s 
o v e r 300. 

The p r o v i n c e s a l s o p r o d u c e d some n o t a b l e e n t r e 
p r e n e u r s — i t was s u c c e s s f u l p r o v i n c i a l o p e r a t o r s , M o s s , 
S t o l l and T h o r n t o n , who b u i l t up t h e b i g m u s i c h a l l 
s y n d i c a t e s t h a t t o o k o v e r t h e L o n d o n h a l l s i n t h e n i n e t i e s . 
F o r d e t a i l s o f t h e s e and o t h e r l e s s w e l l d o c u m e n t e d f i g u r e s — 
Day and H o l d e n i n B i r m i n g h a m , B u r t o n and Y o u d a n i n t h e N o r t h — 
s e e M e l l o r , op. c i t . , a n d B a i l e y op. c i t . U s e f u l s o u r c e s 
i n c l u d e o b i t u a r i e s i n t h e E r a ; F. B o a s e , M o d e r n E n g l i s h  
B i o g r a p h y , 6 v o l s . ( T r u r o , 1 8 9 2 - 1 9 2 1 ) . 
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1 0 E r a , 7 S e p t e m b e r 1856; S.C.H.C. on T h e a t r i c a l 
L i c e n c e s , 1866, q. 1006; Howard, op. c i t . 

"''"'"Stuart a n d P a r k , op. c i t . , p p . 2 1 1 - 1 2 ; S.C.H.C. 
on T h e a t r e s a n d P l a c e s o f E n t e r t a i n m e n t , P a r i . P a p e r s , 
1 8 9 2 , X V I I I , q q . 2 0 7 9 - 8 0 , 2 3 2 0 , 3773. 

12 
" M u s i c H a l l I n v e s t m e n t , " F i n a n c i a l News, 15 

F e b r u a r y 1 8 8 7 ; S t u a r t and P a r k , o p . c i t . , 1 9 0 - 2 0 1 . 
13 

G. H. McDermott> who i n t r o d u c e d t h e n o t o r i o u s 
'By J i n g o ' h i t o f t h e s e v e n t i e s , w e n t b a n k r u p t i n 1885 
a f t e r t w e n t y y e a r s on t h e h a l l s , d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e he . 
e s t i m a t e d h i s e a r n i n g s a t b e t w e e n t w e l v e and f i f t e e n 
h u n d r e d p o u n d s p e r annum. E r a , 8, 29 A u g u s t 1885. A h e l p f u l 
s o u r c e f o r d e t a i l s o f w a g e s , c o n t r a c t s , w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s 
a nd v a r i o u s ' a b u s e s w i t h i n t h e b u s i n e s s w h i c h a r t i s t s w e r e 
g e n e r a l l y o b l i g e d t o s u f f e r i s C. C o b o r n , 'The Man Who B r o k e  
t h e Bank' : M e m o r i e s o f S t a g e and M u s i c H a l l ( L o n d o n , 1 9 2 8 ) . 
C o b o r n was a d e c l a s s e f u g i t i v e f r o m t h e C i t y who was 
p r o m i n e n t a s a m i l i t a n t u n i o n i s t i n t h e e i g h t i e s , s e e b e l o w , 
n. 14. H i s a u t o b i o g r a p h y i s one o f t h e r e a d a b l e f e w i n 
w h a t i s g e n e r a l l y a d i s m a l g e n r e ( t h e a t r i c a l r e m i n i s c e n c e , 
w a r n e d Beerbohm, i s t h e m o s t a w f u l weapon i n t h e a r m o u r y 
o f o l d a g e ) . 

14 
The p r o f e s s i o n o r g a n i s e d v a r i o u s p r o v i d e n t and 

b e n e v o l e n t s o c i e t i e s i n t h e f i f t i e s a n d s i x t i e s , b u t more 
m i l i t a n t o r g a n i s a t i o n s a p p e a r e d i n t h e summer o f 1 8 7 2 , w i t h 
t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e M u s i c H a l l C o - o p e r a t i v e and A n t i - A g e n c y 
U n i o n . i n L e e d s , M a n c h e s t e r and t h e E a s t M i d l a n d s , and t h e 
M u s i c H a l l A r t i s t s P r o t e c t i o n S o c i e t y i n L o n d o n . The 
u n i o n s p r o p o s e d t o b y - p a s s t h e much d e t e s t e d a g e n t ( a n o t h e r 
p r o d u c t o f t h e c o m m e r c i a l i s a t i o n o f e n t e r t a i n m e n t , f o r whose 
h i s t o r y , s e e S t u a r t and P a r k , op. c i t . , pp* 1 1 4 - 4 2 ) , e n d t h e 
t u r n s y s t e m , c o n t r o l e n t r y t o t h e p r o f e s s i o n a n d , i n t h e 
c a s e o f t h e L e e d s g r o u p , o p e n t h e i r own c o - o p e r a t i v e m u s i c 
h a l l . The b r i e f c a r e e r s o f t h e s e u n i o n s i s r e c o r d e d i n 
M a g n e t ( L e e d s ) , 17 A u g u s t - 28 December 1872; E r a , 7 S e p t e m b e r 
t o 21 December 1872. F o r m i l i t a n c y i n t h e e i g h t i e s , s e e 
t h e M u s i c H a l l A r t i s t s ' A s s o c i a t i o n G a z e t t e , 30 A u g u s t -
3 November 1 8 8 6 , and C o b o r n , op. c i t . , pp. 1 0 9 - 1 5 . 

15 
M u s i c H a l l s ' G a z e t t e ( L o n d o n ) , 29 A u g u s t 1868; 

L. B l a n c , L e t t e r s on E n g l a n d , 4 v o l s . ( L o n d o n , 1 8 6 6 - 6 7 ) , 1 : 
6 1 -62. 

16 
D. C o o k , " C o f f e e and C o m i c S o n g s , " T i m e , May 18.81; 

J . H o l l i n g s h e a d , " M u s i c H a l l H i s t o r y , " E n t r ' a c t e A n n u a l , 1886. 
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• * 17 H o l l a n d was c e r t a i n l y a s i m p o r t a n t a f x g u r e a s 
C h a r l e s M o r t o n . A b r i l l i a n t p u b l i c i s t , he managed o r owned 
a s u c c e s s i o n o f L o n d o n m u s i c h a l l s , t h e a t r e s and p l e a s u r e 
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M u s i c H a l l s ' G a z e t t e , 27 J u n e 1868. 

19 
F o r c a s e s b r o u g h t b y t h e s o c i e t y , f o r m e d i n 1 8 7 5 , 
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t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l p r e s s l i s t e d s o n g s t h a t w e re t h e i r p r o p e r t y 
and c o u l d n o t be s u n g w i t h o u t t h e i r w r i t t e n p e r m i s s i o n . 

20 
As t h e c o m e d i a n A r t h u r R o b e r t s r e c a l l e d , " I t 

was a l l u p r o a r w h e t h e r t h e y l i k e d y o u o r n o t , " F i f t y Y e a r s  
o f S p o o f ( L o n d o n , 1 9 2 7 ) , pp. 2 8 - 2 9 . 

21 
J . B u r n l e y , P h a s e s o f B r a d f o r d L i f e ( B r a d f o r d , 

1 8 7 1 ) , p. 59. 
22 

D. J . K i r w a n , P a l a c e and H o v e l , o r P h a s e s o f  
L o n d o n L i f e ( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 3 ) , pp. 1 6 1 - 6 2 , f i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n 
t h e U.S. i n 1870. The V i c t o r i a i s an e x a m p l e o f a p o p u l a r 
t h e a t r e w h i c h p l a y e d m u s i c h a l l e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 

23 
E. J e p s o n , M e m o r i e s o f a V i c t o r i a n ( L o n d o n , 1 9 3 3 ) , 

pp. 2 3 0-33. 
24 

C o b o r n , op. c i t . , pp. I l l , 159; The T i m e s , 29 
December 1879; M e l l o r , op. c i t . , p p . 30, 142. 

25 
F i s k e , op. c i t . , p p . 133-34. A t e l e c t i o n t i m e , 

a r t i s t s o f f e r e d a d v i c e on t h e c h o i c e o f c a n d i d a t e s , E r a , 
24 O c t o b e r 1885. T o p i c a l i s s u e s o c c a s i o n a l l y p r o v o k e d a 
f u r o r — t h e r e w e r e b r o k e n h e a d s i n t h e A l h a m b r a i n 187 0 
o v e r t h e F r a n c o - P r u s s i a n War, s e e 'One o f t h e O l d B r i g a d e , ' 
L o n d o n i n t h e S i x t i e s ( L o n d o n , 1 9 0 8 ) , pp. 52-56. 

2 6 
W. R. T i t t e r t o n , F r o m T h e a t r e t o M u s i c H a l l 

( L o n d o n , 1 9 1 2 ) , p. 1 2 1 . A f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e 
s t y l e and s u b s t a n c e o f m u s i c h a l l e n t e r t a i n m e n t i s p r o v i d e d 
i n C. M c l n n e s , Sweet S a t u r d a y N i g h t ( L o n d o n , 1967) and my 
e s s a y on t h e h a l l s . 

2 7 E r a , 23 M a r c h 1862. 
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28 W. Besant and J. Rice, Ready-Money Mortiboy, 3 vols, 
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29 
See e.g., S.C.H.C. on Theatrical Licences, 1866, 

q. 7436, for Birmingham, and Burnley, op. c i t . , pp. 55-63 
for a northern c i t y . 

30 
The Times, 5 January 1865; Music Halls' Gazette, 

8 August 1868. 
3 1Music Halls' Gazette, 23 May 1868. See also 

Musician and Musical H a l l Times (London), 28 May, 11 June 
1862, and Glowworm (London), 6 September 1865. These were 
some of the short-lived music h a l l papers of the s i x t i e s ; 
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overcame i t s i n i t i a l distaste for the h a l l s in the late 
f i f t i e s , and the Leeds Magnet, which f i r s t appeared i n 1866, 
but outlived the other newcomers. 

32 
J. Greenwood, "Music H a l l Morality," London Society 

14 (December 1868) : 486-91. 
33 

The Times, 15 October. 1883; Judy (London), 
2 September 1885. 

34 
Morton and Newton, op. c i t . , pp. 12-14; J . Nash, 

Merriest Man A l i v e (London, 1891), p. 17. The younger 
elements figure i n the occasional fracas which broke out 
i n the h a l l s . 

35 
Greenwood, l o c . c i t . See also Hollingshead's 

evidence on the Alhambra, S.C.H.C. on Theatrical Licences, 
1866, q. 5263. 

3 6 
Coborn, op. c i t . , pp. 102-4, 129-30; G. Chirgwin, 

Chirgwin's Chirrups (London, 1912), p. 25. 
37 

Era, 19 September 1885. B i l l Holland granted free 
use of the North Woolwich Pleasure Gardens to engineers and 
the i r families who held a benefit for s t r i k i n g Newcastle 
engineers, The Times, 4 October 1871. 

3 8 
For t h i s coup, see Morton and Newton, op. c i t . , 

pp. 48-49. 
39 

J. Hole, The Working Classes of Leeds (London, 
1863), p. 116. 
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40 E.g., "The Drama i n Danger," Saturday Review, 7 
January 1865; M. Browne, "Theatres and Music Hal l s , " 
Argosy 2 (July 1866) : 117-28; "Music Halls and the i r E f f e c t s , " 
Mellora 10 (1867) : 246-56; "Music Halls Versus the Drama," 
C o r n h i l l 15 (1867) : 119-28; J. Valentine, "A Plea for Music 
i n Common L i f e , " Good Words 7 (July 1866) : 473-76. 

4 1 E r a , 26 October 1856. 
42 

Lovett, L i f e and Struggles, pp. 288, 372-75. 
43 
S.C.H.C. on Licencing, 1852-53, q. 870. 

44 
S.C.H.C. on Theatrical Licences, 1866, 956. 

45 
See i b i d . , qq. 969, 1124-25 for S i r Richard Mayne1s 

assessment of London h a l l s . Bolton's Chief Constable 
supported the Museum Music H a l l against i t s c r i t i c s i n 
1873, B.C., 1 February 1873, and below, p.. 327. 

46 
Proponents of th i s theory included Dion Boucicault, 

the playwright, S.C.H.C. on Theatrical Licences, 1866, qq. 
4237-38; Browne, "Theatres and Music Hal l s , " and Views and  
Opinions, pp. 266-68; J. Valentine, op. c i t . ; the anonymous 
author of "Music Hal l s , " A l l the Year Round 25 (October 1880) : 
520-24; and Stewart Headlam, see below, pp. 320-21. 

47 . . 
Browne, Views and Opinions, l o c . c i t . 

48 
P. d'A. Jones, op. c i t . , p. 102; F. G. Bettany, 

Stewart Headlam : A Biography (London, 1926), pp. 43-44, 
59; Headlam, "The Social Work of the Church," Church Reformer, 
February 1882, and The Function of the Stage (London, 1889). 

49 
Headlam, report of speech at Newcastle, Church  

Reformer, 15 September 18 84. 
50 
House and Home (London), from the eighties, exact 

reference mislaid. See also "Social Characteristics of 
London L i f e , " Beehive, 25 October 1862. 

51 
Besant and Rice, op. c i t . , 2 : 159-66, 260-74. 

A number of London caterers and a leading agent, H. J . Didcott, 
were Jewish. Charles Morton's biographers were rather coy 
on t h i s matter. He was, said Chance Newton, "not altogether 
un-Hebraic," Newton, Cues and Curtain C a l l s (London, 1927), 
p. 270. 

52 
Shimmin, Liverpool L i f e , pp. 2 8-29; Ritchie, Days  

and Nights i n London (London, 1880), pp. 61-63; "Our Popular 
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Amusements," D u b l i n U n i v e r s i t y M a g a z i n e 84 (1874) : 233-44. 
53 

H. Mayhew, L o n d o n L a b o u r a n d t h e L o n d o n P o o r 
( L o n d o n , 1 9 6 7 ) , 1 : 40-42. 

54 
S.C.H.C. F u r t h e r R e p o r t on t h e L i c e n c x n g o f 

P l a c e s o f P u b l i c E n t e r t a i n m e n t , P a r i . P a p e r s , 1854, X I V , 
q. 3619. 

55 
S.C.H.C. on T h e a t r i c a l L i c e n c e s , 1 8 6 6 , q. 3607. 

5 6 T h e T i m e s , 15 O c t o b e r 1883. 
57 

" M u s i c H a l l L y r i c s , " S a t u r d a y R e v i e w , 20 S e p t e m b e r 
1862. See a l s o C. M a c k a y , " M u s i c H a l l L i t e r a t u r e , " S o c i a l  
N o t e s (London), 1 J u n e 1878. 

58 
G. J . H o l y o a k e , The S o c i a l . Means o f P r o m o t i n g  

T emperance ( L o n d o n , I 8 6 0 ) , p p . 1 8 - 1 9 ; J . M. L u d l o w a n d 
L. J o n e s , P r o g r e s s o f t h e W o r k i n g C l a s s e s , 1832-1867 
( L o n d o n , 1 8 6 7 ) , p. 256; J . D. B u r n , A u t o b i o g r a p h y o f a  
B e g g a r Boy ( L o n d o n , 1 8 8 2 ) , p. 605. 

59 . J e v o n s , op. c i t . ; J . V a l e n t i n e , o p. c i t . , 
G i s s i n g , o p . c i t . , p. 109 on " m u s i c t h e c i v i l i s e r . " 

^°"Our P o p u l a r Amusements," l o c . c i t . 
61 

R i t c h i e , Days and N i g h t s i n London,, pp. 49-50. 
6 2 

"Our M u s i c H a l l s , " T i n s l e y ' s M a g a z i n e 4 (1869) : 
216-33. See a l s o H. M a n t o n , L e t t e r s o n T h e a t r e s arid M u s i c  
H a l l s ( B i r m i n g h a m , 1 8 8 8 ) . 

63 
The q u o t e i s f r o m S h i m m i n , Town L i f e , p p . 15 2 - 5 4 . 

T h e r e was u n d o u b t e d l y some p r o s t i t u t i o n i n t h e h a l l s 
t h o u g h t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n p o l i c e g a v e them a c l e a n b i l l o f 
h e a l t h b e f o r e t h e 1866 c o m m i t t e e , S.C.H.C. o n T h e a t r i c a l 
L i c e n c e s , q q . 9 1 6 , 1215. B u t t h e e a s y s o c i a b i l i t y o f t h e 
y o u n g a u d i e n c e i n t h e g a l l e r i e s , w h e r e a good d e a l o f 
f l i r t a t i o n a n d c o u r t i n g r e g u l a r l y t o o k p l a c e , c o u l d w e l l 
h a v e b e e n c o n s t r u e d a s p r o m i s c u i t y o r v i c e b y t h e u n i n i t i a t e d 
v i s i t o r . 

6 4 S . C . H . C . on L i c e n c i n g , 1 8 5 2 - 5 3 , q q . 4 0 1 3 - 3 0 . 

^ R e v . E. C o r d e r o y , " P o p u l a r Amusements," L e c t u r e s  
t o t h e Y.M.C.A. ( L o n d o n , 1 8 5 7 ) , p p . 37-38. 

66 
W i t n e s s t o S.C.H.C. on T h e a t r i c a l L i c e n c e s , 1 852-

5 3 , q. 5 8 3 . 
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L i f e , pp. 4 7 - 4 9 , in his description of a popular dance 
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laws which might protect them from such campaigns, see 
prospectus for- a Brighton music h a l l i n Capital and Interest 
(London), 10 January 1887. 

70 
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CONCLUSIONS 

R a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n was a s e r i o u s m a t t e r . N o t 

e v e r y o n e w o u l d h a v e f o l l o w e d B i s h o p F r a s e r i n a d j u d g i n g i t 

" t h e g r e a t q u e s t i o n o f t h e d a y , " 1 b u t t h e d e b a t e i t 

g e n e r a t e d , i f n o t t h e a c t u a l s u p p o r t i t won, t e s t i f i e d t o 

a g e n e r a l a c k n o w l e d g m e n t o f i t s i m p o r t a n c e t o s o c i a l r e f o r m 

i n V i c t o r i a n E n g l a n d . T r a d i t i o n a l l y , a n a t i o n ' s r e c r e a t i o n s 

w e r e t a k e n a s a t e s t o f i t s p e o p l e ' s c h a r a c t e r : "... when 

we f o l l o w men i n t o t h e i r r e t i r e m e n t s , " p r o n o u n c e d J o s e p h 

S t r u t t i n 1 8 0 1 , "we a r e most l i k e l y t o s e e them i n t h e i r 
2 

t r u e s t a t e , a n d may j u d g e o f t h e i r n a t u r a l d i s p o s i t i o n s . " 

M o s t o b s e r v e r s who a p p l i e d t h i s t e s t i n t h e t h i r t i e s and 

f o r t i e s f o u n d t h e r e c r e a t i o n s o f t h e w o r k i n g p e o p l e i n a 

g e n e r a l s t a t e o f p h y s i c a l a n d m o r a l d e g e n e r a c y . T h i s s t a t e 

o f a f f a i r s r e f l e c t e d p o o r l y n o t o n l y on t h e n a t u r a l 

d i s p o s i t i o n s o f w o r k i n g p e o p l e , b u t o n t h e g e n e r a l a b i l i t y 

o f t h e n a t i o n t o m a t c h i t s a s t o n i s h i n g m a t e r i a l a d v a n c e s 

w i t h c o m m e n s u r a t e s o c i a l i m p r o v e m e n t s . I n r e p a i r i n g 

p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n s , t h e r e f o r e , r e f o r m e r s w e re e n g a g e d i n 

t h e r e s p o n s i b l e t a s k s o f s e r v i c i n g n a t i o n a l s e l f - r e s p e c t 

and d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h e e f f i c a c y o f human a g e n c y i n b r o a d e n i n g 

a n d a c c e l e r a t i n g p r o g r e s s . 
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C o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e r e n o v a t i o n o f s o c i e t y was an 

e x c i t i n g u n d e r t a k i n g w h i c h e n c o u r a g e d , a n d i n d e e d demanded, 
3 

b o l d a n d s a n g u i n e e x p e c t a t i o n s ; y e t i t was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 

o f t h e p r o p a g a n d a o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n t h a t i t p r o d u c e d no 

e x t e n s i v e s c e n a r i o s o f t h e f u t u r e s o c i e t y t h a t w o u l d r e a p 

t h e b e n e f i t o f i t s e n d e a v o u r s . V i s i o n a r y i n d u l g e n c e was 

l i m i t e d t o t h e o c c a s i o n a l i n v o c a t i o n o f a b o w d l e r i s e d 

M e r r i e E n g l a n d . We c a n u n d e r s t a n d why t h e r e f o r m l i t e r a t u r e 

p r o d u c e d no new C o c k a i g n e , b u t why, f r o m among r u l i n g 

c l a s s e s r a i s e d on a c l a s s i c a l e d u c a t i o n , were t h e r e s o f e w 

g l i m p s e s o f t h e Good L i f e , o f any modern e q u i v a l e n t o f t h e 

o t i u m cum d i g n i t a t e o f a n t i q u i t y ? T h i s d e f i c i e n c y ( f o r 

w h i c h , f o r e x a m p l e , one c o u l d n o t c h i d e F r e e T r a d e r s ) s u g g e s t s 

how s t r o n g l y t h e p r o s p e c t o f an i n c r e a s i n g l y l e i s u r e d 

s o c i e t y was a m a t t e r o f d i s q u i e t r a t h e r t h a n g r a t i f i c a t i o n . 

I n t h e b o u r g e o i s i d e o l o g y o f t h e r e f o r m e r s , l e i s u r e 

was l e s s t h e b o u n t i f u l t e r r i t o r y i n w h i c h t o s i t e U t o p i a , 

t h a n some d a n g e r o u s f r o n t i e r z o n e b e y o n d t h e l a w and o r d e r 

o f r e s p e c t a b l e s o c i e t y . T r a d i t i o n a l l y i t d i s p e n s e d i t s 

own l i c e n c e , and i t was i t s a b u s e w h i c h h a d i m p r i n t e d i t s e l f 

m o s t d e e p l y i n m i d d l e - c l a s s c o n s c i o u s n e s s ; i n a w o r k -

o r i e n t e d c u l t u r e i t r e p r e s e n t e d an i n v i t a t i o n t o i d l e n e s s 

and d i s s o l u t i o n — t h e w e a k n e s s o f an i l l - d i s c i p l i n e d w o r k i n g 

c l a s s , t h e badge o f an u n d u l y p r i v i l e g e d a r i s t o c r a c y . The 

p r o s p e c t o f l e i s u r e i n a b u n d a n c e was t h e r e f o r e a l a r m i n g , f o r 
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i t p r o m i s e d t o e x t e n d a d o m a i n o f f r e e c h o i c e w h e r e i n t h e 

c u s t o m a r y r e s t r a i n t s o f m o r a l i t y were more h o n o u r e d i n 

t h e b r e a c h t h a n t h e o b s e r v a n c e , a t a t i m e when t r a d i t i o n a l 

p r i m a r y a nd c o m m u n i t y c o n t r o l s w e r e b e i n g a t r o p h i e d b y t h e 

s t r a i n s o f i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n and u r b a n g r o w t h . The 

c o r r u p t i o n s o f l e i s u r e t h r e a t e n e d t o undo t h e p a i n s t a k i n g l y 

f a s h i o n e d b o n d s o f a new w o r k - d i s c i p l i n e i n t h e l a b o u r f o r c e , 

a n d i t s b l a n d i s h m e n t s s e r i o u s l y u n s e t t l e d t h e i n t e r n a l 

d i s c i p l i n e s o f t h e m i d d l e - c l a s s w o r l d . 

R a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n was an a t t e m p t t o f o r g e more 

e f f e c t i v e b e h a v i o u r a l c o n s t r a i n t s i n l e i s u r e . P o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n s w e r e t o be i m p r o v e d , n o t t h r o u g h r e p r e s s i o n , 

b u t t h r o u g h t h e o p e r a t i o n o f s u p e r i o r c o u n t e r a t t r a c t i o n s . 

W i t h i n t h e new c o n t r o l l e d e n v i r o n m e n t s , r e f o r m e r s w o u l d 

i n s t r u c t w o r k i n g men i n t h e e l e m e n t a r y a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s o f 

s o c i a l e c o n o m y — t i m e - b u d g e t i n g and money m a n a g e m e n t — a n d 

i n t r o d u c e them t o t h e s a t i s f a c t i o n s o f m e n t a l r e c r e a t i o n , 

t h u s i m m u n i s i n g them a g a i n s t t h e c o n t a g i o n o f t h e pub and 

t h e p u b l i c a n , a nd t h e a n i m a l r e g r e s s i o n o f ' s e n s u a l i t y ' . 

B u i l d i n g t h e new p l a y d i s c i p l i n e d e p e n d e d upon m o t i v a t i n g 

t h e r e s o u r c e s o f s e l f - h e l p , b u t r e f o r m e r s r e c o g n i s e d t h e 

n e e d t o p r o v i d e some c o l l e c t i v e r e i n f o r c e m e n t f o r i n d i v i d u a l 

i n i t i a t i v e i n t h e f l u i d a n d open m i l i e u o f l e i s u r e . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n was t o be f o s t e r e d b y a 

f r a t e r n a l a s s o c i a t i o n - o f t h e c l a s s e s . The m i d d l e c l a s s e s 
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w ere t o be t h e s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s o f t h e r e f o r m a t i o n , t a k i n g 

t h e l e a d i n p r o v i d i n g new a m e n i t i e s , a n d e n s u r i n g b y t h e i r 

p r e s e n c e t h e d i s p l a y and p r o j e c t i o n o f a p p r o v e d s t a n d a r d s 

o f l e i s u r e c o n d u c t t o t h e i r i n f e r i o r s ; i n t h e e n a c t i o n 

o f t h e s u p e r i o r e x a m p l e , t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s w o u l d be 

r e m i n d e d o f t h e i r own m o r a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . The t a k i n g 

o f r e c r e a t i o n i n common w o u l d , i t was c l a i m e d , a s s u a g e t h e 

h o s t i l i t i e s o f c a p i t a l a n d l a b o u r , a n d r e s t o r e a s e n s e o f 

c o m m u n i t y b e t w e e n t h e c l a s s e s . 

C o n c e i v e d a s a m e a s u r e o f h u m a n i t a r i a n r e l i e f a n d 

an a n t i d o t e t o p o l i t i c a l s u b v e r s i o n i n t h e C h a r t i s t e r a , 

r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n became more t h a n an e x e r c i s e i n r e p a i r 

o r p a c i f i c a t i o n : i t became p a r t o f t h e o n g o i n g and 

f u n d a m e n t a l r e - s o c i a l i s a t i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s . F o r 

H e n r y S o l l y , i t was one o f t h e t h r e e v i t a l f r o n t s upon 

w h i c h w o r k i n g - c l a s s i m p r o v e m e n t h a d t o p r o c e e d . R e c r e a t i o n , 

T e mperance and E d u c a t i o n , he c l a i m e d , w e r e l i k e a t h r e e -
4 

l e g g e d s t o o l — r e m o v e one and t h e w h o l e p r o j e c t c o l l a p s e d . 

To t h e r e f o r m e r , F r a n c i s F u l l e r , t h e q u e s t i o n o f p o p u l a r 

r e c r e a t i o n s w e n t " t o t h e r o o t o f t h e s o c i a l t r e e — t o t h e 
5 

d e e p e s t f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e p o l i t i c a l f a b r i c . " 

I m p l e m e n t i n g t h e new r e g i m e n o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n 

was a d i f f i c u l t b u s i n e s s . The r e f o r m e r ' s c o u n t e r - a t t r a c t i o n s 

h a d t o s u p e r s e d e t h o s e o f a p o w e r f u l r i v a l . W i t h h i s 

m a n o e u v r a b i l i t y a l o n g t h e m a r g i n s o f t h e c l a s s l i n e , h i s 
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c o m m e r c i a l e x p e r t i s e , a n d h i s h i s t o r i c a l c a p i t a l o f s o c i a l 

s k i l l s , t h e p u b l i c a n s t i l l e n j o y e d t h e s t r a t e g i c a d v a n t a g e 

i n t h e e x p a n d i n g w o r l d o f p o p u l a r l e i s u r e . The h i s t o r y 

o f t h e m u s i c h a l l shows how w e l l some men i n t h e t r a d e 

s e i z e d t h e new m a r k e t o p p o r t u n i t i e s , t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e 

r e c r e a t i o n a l f u n c t i o n o f t h e p u b l i c a n f r o m o b l i g i n g p e d l a r 

o f p o p u l a r m e r r y - m a k i n g t o l a r g e s c a l e manager and e n t r e 

p r e n e u r . The r e f o r m e r s w e re u n a b l e t o a t t r a c t c a p a b l e 

management f o r schemes l i k e t h e c o f f e e t a v e r n s and p a l a c e s , 

w h i c h a n t i c i p a t e d l a t e r s u c c e s s f u l e n t e r p r i s e s b y c o m m e r c i a l 

i n t e r e s t s , b u t w h i c h c o u l d n o t s u r v i v e a s e s s e n t i a l l y 

a m a t e u r v e n t u r e s i n t h e c o m p e t i t i v e r e t a i l s e c t o r w h i c h 

f o r m e d a g r o w i n g a d j u n c t t o t h e l e i s u r e m a r k e t . N e u t r a l 

s u g g e s t i o n s t h a t r e f o r m e r s s e e k t h e a s s i t a n c e o f r e s p e c t a b l e 

p u b l i c a n s a n d c a t e r e r s came t o n o u g h t , f o r b o t h p a r t i e s w e r e 
7 

a c c u s t o m e d t o c o n f r o n t a t i o n r a t h e r t h a n c o o p e r a t i o n . 

I t was d i f f i c u l t t o o , t o s u p p l a n t t h e p u b l i c h o u s e 

i n t h e a f f e c t i o n s and h a b i t s o f t h e w o r k i n g man. D e s p i t e 

some l e g i s l a t i v e c u r t a i l m e n t , t h e pub c o n t i n u e d t o o f f e r a 

w i d e r a n g e o f s e r v i c e s w h i c h , w i t h t h e s t a p l e a t t r a c t i o n s o f 

d r i n k and good f e l l o w s h i p , s t i l l q u a l i f i e d i t , i n B r i a n 

H a r r i s o n ' s p h r a s e , a s " t h e w o r k i n g man's v o l u n t a r y a s s o c i a t i o n . " 

Some c l u b p r o m o t e r s t r i e d t o e n c o u r a g e new l o y a l t i e s b y 

u r g i n g members t o r e g a r d t h e i r c l u b "as a s c h o o l b o y r e g a r d s 
g 

h i s s c h o o l , o r t h e u n i v e r s i t y man h i s c o l l e g e , " b u t e v e n 
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w i t h t h e a l l o w a n c e o f b e e r , t h e c l u b movement f o u n d i t h a r d 

t o a p p r o x i m a t e t h e c o m f o r t i n g r i t u a l s a n d a m b i e n c e o f t h e 

p u b l i c h o u s e and t h e t r a d i t i o n a l m e d i a t i o n s o f i t s s t e w a r d . 

B e c a u s e many i n s t i t u t i o n s o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n d u p l i c a t e d 

t h e m a t e r i a l a p p a r a t u s o f t h e pub w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e 

a u t h e n t i c i t y , t h e s h o r t c o m i n g s i n s o c i a l warmth were a l l 

t h e more o b v i o u s . 

A m a j o r i m p e d i m e n t t o t h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f s o c i a b i l i t y 

i n r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n was t h e h e a v y p r e s c r i p t i v e b u r d e n 

t h a t t h e r e f o r m e x p e r i m e n t s w e re o b l i g e d t o b e a r . A l t h o u g h 

t h e f o r m u l a o f t h e c l u b movement r e p r e s e n t e d a t a c t i c a l 

m o d i f i c a t i o n o f t h e d i d a c t i c d e s i g n , much o f C I U l i t e r a t u r e , 

i n g e n e r a l w i t h t h a t o f o t h e r r e f o r m s o u r c e s , i s l i k e an 

a d m o n i t o r y f i n g e r h e l d u n d e r t h e r e a d e r ' s n o s e . C o f f e e 

t a v e r n s w h i c h p r o v i d e d r e f r e s h m e n t and e n t e r t a i n m e n t p u t 

a c r o s s t h e i r f u n d a m e n t a l r a i s o n d ' e t r e i n t h e f r i e z e s o f 
9 

i m p r o v i n g t r a c t s w h i c h c o v e r e d t h e i r w a l l s . S t r i k i n g a 

b a l a n c e b e t w e e n e a s y c o n g e n i a l i t y a n d e a r n e s t i m p r o v e m e n t — 

"How t o s t e e r b e t w e e n weak t e a and good b e h a v i o u r and a 

r o l l i c k i n g f r e e a n d easy""'" 0—was a s o c i a l e x e r c i s e f o r w h i c h 

t h e b o u r g e o i s p h i l a n t h r o p i s t was i l l - e q u i p p e d . 

A f u r t h e r p r o b l e m i n a c h i e v i n g a f r u i t f u l modus 

v i v e n d i i n a r e f o r m s e t t i n g s p r a n g f r o m t h e r e f o r m e r ' s 

i m p a t i e n c e w i t h t h e c u l t u r e he s o u g h t t o r e f o r m . The 
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w o r k i n g c l a s s e s w e r e c r e d i t e d w i t h t h e f u n d a m e n t a l p o t e n t i a l 

w h i c h a l l o w e d o f t h e i r u l t i m a t e p e r f e c t a b i l i t y , b u t t h i s 

a c k n o w l e d g m e n t was o f t e n compounded b y an i n s i s t e n t n o t e 

o f m o r a l c e n s u r e a t t h e i r c u r r e n t d e l i n q u e n c y . H e n r y S o l l y 

c o u l d d i s c e r n t h e a n g e l i n m a r b l e , t h e new G r e e k s among 

t h e r o u g h s a n d t o u g h s o f V i c t o r i a n L o n d o n , b u t r e a l i s a t i o n 

o f t h e i d e a l was s l o w a nd f r u s t r a t i n g . T h us S a m u e l G r e g 

c o u l d t a l k i n one b r e a t h o f " g e n t l y l e a d i n g " h i s workmen, 

and " b r e a k i n g t h e m i n t o my s y s t e m . " I n p r o m o t i n g r e f o r m 

t h r o u g h v o l u n t a r y a s s o c i a t i o n , t h e r e f o r m e r s s e t t l e d f o r a 

n o r m a t i v e a u t h o r i t y w h i c h p r o v i d e d f e w e f f e c t i v e s a n c t i o n s , 

c e r t a i n l y n o t h i n g l i k e t h e s t a t u t o r y power o f t e m p e r a n c e a nd 

e d u c a t i o n l e g i s l a t i o n , o r t h e c o e r c i v e power i m p l i c i t i n 

t h e s e m i - c u s t o d i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s o f f a c t o r y v i l l a g e s o r 

b o a r d s c h o o l s . I n t h e i r c o n c e r n t o e x p e d i t e i m p r o v e m e n t , 

r e f o r m e r s f r e q u e n t l y r e j e c t e d t h e o s m o s i s o f e x a m p l e - s e t t i n g 

and a d o p t e d a n a u t o c r a t i c manner w h i c h a l i e n a t e d w o r k i n g 

men—"We h a v e m a s t e r s a l l d a y l o n g , " came t h e c r y o f one 
12 

c l u b member, "and we d o n ' t w a n t them a t n i g h t . " O b t r u s i v e 

p a t r o n a g e e v i d e n c e d t h e b e s t i n t e n t i o n s p e r h a p s , b u t i t was 

a l s o s y m p t o m a t i c o f a s o c i a l d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n t h e c l a s s e s 

w h i c h d i s a l l o w e d o f a n y e a s y i n f o r m a l i t y o f a d d r e s s . 

A u t o c r a c y was t h e mode w h i c h s a t m o s t c o m f o r t a b l y w i t h a n 
13 

u p p e r b o u r g e o i s i e t h a t saw i t s e l f a s a new u r b a n g e n t r y . 
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The m i d d l e c l a s s e s i n g e n e r a l f a i l e d t o a n s w e r t h e 

r e f o r m e r s ' c a l l t o c o m m u n i t y . A g o o d d e a l o f t h e d e b a t e 

on r e c r e a t i o n i n m i d d l e - c l a s s f a m i l y p e r i o d i c a l s was 

c o n c e r n e d o n l y t o l e g i t i m i s e b o u r g e o i s l e i s u r e , a nd w h i l e 

t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e s a c k n o w l e d g e d t h e n e e d f o r i m p r o v e d and-

e x p a n d e d a m e n i t i e s f o r w o r k i n g p e o p l e , t h e y r e f u s e d t h e 

r o l e o f s u p e r i n t e n d e n t . W h a t e v e r a s s u r a n c e s r e f o r m e r s g a v e 

t o t h e c o n t r a r y , p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n seemed u n l i k e l y g r o u n d 

w h e r e o n t o p r e s e r v e o n e ' s own r e s p e c t a b i l i t y , l e t a l o n e 

i m p r e s s i t s u c c e s s f u l l y upon t h e s t r i d e n t mob t h a t was 

M a t t h e w A r n o l d ' s p o p u l a c e : 

... t h a t v a s t p o r t i o n ... o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s 
w h i c h , r a w and h a l f - d e v e l o p e d , h a s l o n g l a i n 
h a l f - h i d d e n a m i d s t i t s p o v e r t y and s q u a l o r , a n d i s 
now i s s u i n g f r o m i t s h i d i n g - p l a c e t o a s s e r t an 
E n g l i s h m a n ' s h e a v e n - b o r n p r i v i l e g e o f d o i n g a s he 
l i k e s , and i s b e g i n n i n g t o p e r p l e x u s by m a r c h i n g 
w h e r e i t l i k e s , m e e t i n g w h e r e i t l i k e s , b a w l i n g 
w hat i t l i k e s , b r e a k i n g w h a t i t l i k e s . 1 4 

P o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n s w e r e v i e w e d b y m i d d l e - c l a s s o p i n i o n a s 

a s e r i e s o f n u i s a n c e s . I f t h e commonest b o u r g e o i s e x p e r i e n c e 

was t h a t o f b e i n g j o s t l e d b y r o w d i e s on t h e promenade o r 

o f f e r e d c o n t u m e l y b y t h e l o a f e r s i n t h e s t r e e t , one c a n 

u n d e r s t a n d t h e d i s t a s t e f o r j o i n i n g i n w h a t M a t t h e w Browne 

d e s c r i b e d — a c c u r a t e l y e n o u g h , b u t t o t h e d e t r i m e n t o f h i s 
15 

r e c o m m e n d a t i o n — a s " m o n s t r o u s s y m p o s i a o f t h e p e o p l e . " 

I t was no c o n s o l a t i o n t h a t r e c r e a t i o n a l i m p r o v e m e n t 

p r o m i s e d t o remake t h e w o r k i n g man i n t h e i m age o f h i s 



359 

m a s t e r . E n c o u r a g i n g w o r k i n g p e o p l e t o 'ape t h e i r b e t t e r s , ' 
16 

a s S t a n l e y - J e v o n s recommended, was a c c e p t a b l e w h e r e i t 

f o s t e r e d m o r a l r e c t i t u d e , b u t n o t w h e r e i t p r o d u c e d t h e 

"sham g e n t i l i t y " t h a t T i n s l e y ' s M a g a z i n e n o t e d among t h e 
17 

m u s i c h a l l c r o w d s . H e r e , e m u l a t i o n p a r o d i e d t h e s t a t u s 

i n s i g n i a o f t h e s u p e r i o r c l a s s e s , t h r e a t e n i n g c l a s s a n d 

s t a t u s d i f f e r e n t i a l s t h a t t h e l a t t e r w e r e t r y i n g a n x i o u s l y 

t o r e i n f o r c e . D e f e n d i n g s o c i a l f r o n t i e r s became i n c r e a s i n g l y 

i m p o r t a n t a s t h e e c o n o m i c and p o l i t i c a l p r i m a c y o f t h e 

m i d d l e c l a s s e s seemed j e o p a r d i s e d b y b u s i n e s s d e p r e s s i o n and 

t h e e x t e n s i o n o f t h e f r a n c h i s e — " T h e d e s t r u c t i o n o f a 

p o l i t i c a l p r i v i l e g e , " s a i d t h e S a t u r d a y R e v i e w , " i s t a c i t l y 
18 

c o m p e n s a t e d b y an i n c r e a s e o f s o c i a l e x c l u s i v e n e s s . " 

L e i s u r e i n p a r t i c u l a r r e p r e s e n t e d a n a r e a w h e r e s o c i a l 

d i s t i n c t i o n s w e r e v u l n e r a b l e . I t was h e r e , i n 1 8 6 0 , t h a t 

The T i m e s h a d d i s c e r n e d t h e m a k i n g s o f "a g r e a t r e v o l u t i o n ... 
19 

g r e a t d i s p l a c e m e n t o f m a s s e s , momentous c h a n g e s o f l e v e l . " 

The d e f e n c e o f t h e r e f o r m e d a t h l e t i c s p o r t s a g a i n s t 

i n f i l t r a t i o n f r o m b e l o w i s a g o o d e x a m p l e o f m i d d l e - c l a s s 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o m a i n t a i n e x i s t i n g l e v e l s . T h us t h e 

b o u r g e o i s i e r e f u s e d t o i n d u l g e i n ' working-man w o r s h i p , ' 

and w i t h h e l d t h e i r a c t i v e s u p p o r t f r o m a r e f o r m programme, 

w h i c h a p p e a r e d a s much a s o c i a l s o l v e n t a s a s o c i a l a n o d y n e . 

D e s p i t e t h e many d i f f i c u l t i e s w h i c h d o g g e d r e f o r m e r s , 

p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n s h a d much i m p r o v e d b y t h e m i d - e i g h t i e s , 
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and a f f o r d e d one o f t h e m a j o r p r o o f s o f n a t i o n a l p r o g r e s s 
20 

i n t h e J u b i l e e y e a r . W i t h c e r t a i n g r o s s e x c e p t i o n s , 

d r i n k was b e c o m i n g more o f an i n c i d e n t a l s o c i a l l u b r i c a n t 

a n d l e s s o f a t o t a l e x p e r i e n c e . Though i t was t r u e t h a t , 

a s C h e s t e r t o n l a t e r r e m a r k e d , t h e E n g l i s h m a n was more 

i n t e r e s t e d i n t h e i n e q u a l i t y o f h o r s e s t h a n t h e e q u a l i t y 

o f man, a b r o a d s e c t o r o f p o p u l a r s p o r t h a d b e e n p u r g e d 

o f g a m b l i n g u n d e r t h e new r e f o r m e d c o d e s . B o l t o n ' s b u t c h e r 

b o y s no l o n g e r u n d e r t o o k b i z a r r e e a t i n g c o n t e s t s , and no 

l a t t e r - d a y Ben H a r t e m p t i e d t h e m i l l s i n w o r k i n g h o u r s ; i f 

t h e r e w e re s t i l l l o u n g e r s i n t h e s t r e e t , p a s s e r s - b y w e r e 

no l o n g e r " s l u t c h e d and s t o n e d b y w i l d n a t i v e s , " a s one 
21 

o f t h e t o w n ' s c h r o n i c l e r s h a d r e c o r d e d i n t h e t h i r t i e s . 

I n B o l t o n , a s i n E n g l a n d , p o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n s h a d u n d e r g o n e 

a c o n s i d e r a b l e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n — " F r o m t h e R o a r i n g B o y s t o 

t h e B o y s ' B r i g a d e , " a s t h e s o c i a l a n t h r o p o l o g i s t , G e o f f r e y 
22 

G o r e r , h a s n e a t l y p u t i t . 

What h a d t h e v a r i o u s c a m p a i g n s f o r r a t i o n a l 

r e c r e a t i o n c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s ? The c l u b movement and 

i n n u m e r a b l e i n d i v i d u a l and m u n i c i p a l b e n e f i c e s w e re owed 

t o r e f o r m i n g z e a l , and i n t h e i r c o n c e p t i o n , i f n o t a l w a y s 

t h e i r p r o p a g a t i o n , t h e new s p o r t i n g c o d e s c a n be c r e d i t e d 

t o r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n . I t w o u l d , h o w e v e r , be i m p o s s i b l e 

t o a r r i v e a t a p r e c i s e b a l a n c e s h e e t , f o r r e f o r m e r s were 

o n l y one e l e m e n t i n a b r o a d e r p r o c e s s o f s o c i a l c h a n g e . 
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The d e v e l o p m e n t o f o t h e r i m p o r t a n t a g e n c i e s o f s o c i a l 

c o n t r o l i n e d u c a t i o n a nd p o l i c i n g , i m p r o v e m e n t s i n w o r k i n g -

c l a s s p u r c h a s i n g p o w e r , and a n i n c r e a s i n g a v a i l a b i l i t y o f 

c h e a p c o n s u m e r g o o d s — a l l c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e h o u s e - t r a i n i n g 

o f t h e E n g l i s h p r o l e t a r i a t i n t h i s p e r i o d , a n d t h e r a t i o n i n g 

and r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n o f i t s l e i s u r e . I t i s c l e a r t h a t t h e 

p r e s c r i p t i o n s o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n w e re on o c c a s i o n s 

c o u n t e r - p r o d u c t i v e . C e r t a i n l y , r e f o r m e r s d i d .not a c h i e v e 

t h e m o r a l m o n o p o l y o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s r e c r e a t i o n t h a t t h e y 

h a d h o p e d f o r a n d , on t h e f a c e o f i t , t h e y h a d l i t t l e 

s u c c e s s i n e f f e c t i n g a f r a t e r n a l a s s o c i a t i o n o f t h e c l a s s e s 

i n p l a y . Y e t , i f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n f a i l e d t o a c h i e v e 

r e g u l a r o c c a s i o n s o f s o c i a l c o m m u n i t y , i t was l i k e l y t o h a v e 

p l a y e d a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t i n t h e d i s s e m i n a t i o n o f t h o s e 

m i d d l e - c l a s s v a l u e s o f d i s c i p l i n e a n d c o n f o r m i t y w h i c h , i n 

t h e o p i n i o n o f modern s o c i a l h i s t o r i a n s , l i n k e d t h e u p p e r 

s e c t i o n s o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s t o t h e b o u r g e o i s i e i n 

a common v e r t i c a l a l l e g i e n c e t o t h e t e n e t s o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y . 

Thus i f t h e p r a c t i c e o f l e i s u r e was s t i l l c o m p a r t m e n t a l i s e d 

a c c o r d i n g t o c l a s s , i t may n o n e t h e l e s s h a v e a n s w e r e d t o t h e 

a u t h o r i t y o f a s h a r e d i d e o l o g y w h i c h c u t a c r o s s c l a s s l i n e s . 

A c c o r d i n g t o G e o f f r e y B e s t , r e s p e c t a b i l i t y — 

R e s p e c t a b i l i t y — : w a s "a s t y l e o f l i v i n g u n d e r s t o o d t o show 
23 

a p r o p e r r e s p e c t f o r m o r a l s a n d m o r a l i t y . " E s s e n t i a l l y a 

s e c u l a r d i s t i l l a t i o n o f e v a n g e l i c a l d i s c i p l i n e s , i t e x e r t e d 
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"a s o c i a l l y - s o o t h i n g t e n d e n c y , b y a s s i m i l a t i n g e v e n t h e 

m o s t w i d e l y s e p a r a t e d g r o u p s ( s e p a r a t e s o c i a l l y o r 

g e o g r a p h i c a l l y ) t h r o u g h a common c u l t . " B e s t c o n c l u d e s : 

H e r e was t h e s h a r p e s t o f a l l l i n e s o f s o c i a l 
d i v i s i o n , b e t w e e n t h o s e who w e r e and t h o s e who 
w e r e n o t r e s p e c t a b l e : a s h a r p e r l i n e b y f a r t h a n 
t h a t b e t w e e n r i c h and p o o r , e m p l o y e r and e m p l o y e e , 
o r c a p i t a l i s t a n d p r o l e t a r i a n . 

The s p r e a d o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y , i t i s a r g u e d , s e c u r e d t h e 

s o c i a l c o m p l i a n c e o f t h e u p p e r s t r a t a o f t h e w o r k i n g 

c l a s s e s , a nd o p e n e d up a g u l f b e t w e e n t h e m — t h e r e s p e c t a b l e 

p o o r — a n d t h e i r i n f e r i o r b r e t h r e n — t h e r o u g h s . The g u l f 

was p a r t i c u l a r l y n o t i c e a b l e , a c c o r d i n g t o B r i a n . H a r r i s o n , 
24 

i n t h e p u b l i c c o n d u c t o f r e c r e a t i o n . H a r r i s o n a r g u e s 

t h a t t h e Temperance movement, w i t h i t s s t r o n g p r e s e n c e i n 

r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n , c o n s o l i d a t e d b o n d s b e t w e e n ^ m i d d l e . a n d 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s r e s p e c t a b l e s , who t h e n w o r k e d i n c o n c e r t t o 

i m p r o v e t h e r e s i d u u m . O t h e r r e s e a r c h e r s h a v e i d e n t i f i e d 

d i s t i n c t t e m p e r a n c e c o m m u n i t i e s i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s a r e a s 

w h i c h p r e s e r v e d a c o m p l e t e s u b - c u l t u r e o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y 

o v e r s e v e r a l d e c a d e s . 2 ^ 

Schemes o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n o u t s i d e t h e s p h e r e 

o f t h e m a j o r t e m p e r a n c e o r g a n i s a t i o n s r e c r u i t e d f r o m t h e 

' r e s p e c t a b l e 1 w o r k i n g c l a s s . H e n r y S o l l y , t h o u g h n o t 

a l w a y s d i s c r i m i n a t o r y on t h i s c o u n t , a p p e a l e d t o " t h e more 

p r u d e n t , w o r t h i e r members o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s " t o s e e k 

r e f u g e i n t h e c l u b s , away f r o m " t h e i r r e c k l e s s , d r i n k i n g , 
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c o w a r d l y o r d i s h o n e s t n e i g h b o u r s , " a n d a g u e s t M.P. a t 

t h e C I U's f i r s t a n n u a l m e e t i n g d i s t i n g u i s h e d b e t w e e n ' T h i n k e r s 
2 6 

and D r i n k e r s ' among t h e U n i o n ' s p r o s p e c t i v e c l i e n t e l e . 

The e n f o r c e m e n t o f s t a n d a r d s o f d r e s s , c l e a n l i n e s s a n d 

p r e v i o u s good c o n d u c t a s c o n d i t i o n s o f m e m b e r s h i p i n c e r t a i n 

s c h e m e s , w h i l e p e r h a p s d e s i g n e d t o e n c o u r a g e a w h o l e s a l e 

i m p r o v e m e n t i n m a n n e r s , seems a i m e d a t r e c r u i t i n g t h o s e 

w o r k i n g men who h a d made some i m p o r t a n t e l e m e n t a r y accommo

d a t i o n s t o r e s p e c t a b i l i t y . The s p e c i f i c s o c i a l and o c c u p a t i o n a l 

m e m b e r s h i p o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s o f r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n r e q u i r e s 

f u r t h e r r e s e a r c h , b u t we may assume t h a t e x c e p t i n t h e 

c a s e o f c a s u a l o r i t i n e r a n t w o r k i n g - c l a s s c u s t o m , s u c h a s 

t h a t d rawn t o t h e c o f f e e t a v e r n s , t h e c l i e n t e l e was s e l f -

s e l e c t i v e , c o m p r i s i n g t h e s u p e r i o r w o r k i n g men who a c t i v e l y 

s o u g h t i m p r o v e m e n t . The f r a g m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e o f t h e 

c o m p o s i t i o n o f c o m m i t t e e s a n d teams i n w o r k i n g men's s o c i a l 

a n d s p o r t s c l u b s s u g g e s t s t h e d o m i n a n c e o f t h e a r t i s a n a t , 

t h e e l e m e n t i n t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s m o s t s u s c e p t i b l e t o t h e 

e m b r a c e s o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y . 

Thus f a r , we may a l l o w t h a t r a t i o n a l r e c r e a t i o n 

a s s i s t e d i n e x t e n d i n g a n d r e i n f o r c i n g t h e c o n s t i t u e n c y o f 

r e s p e c t a b l e s : w h a t i s much l e s s c e r t a i n i s w h e t h e r o r n o t 

t h e r e s p e c t a b i l i t y o f w o r k i n g men r e p r e s e n t e d a s t a b l e a n d 

c o n s i s t e n t p a t t e r n o f s o c i a l b e h a v i o u r w h i c h m a r k e d r e a l 

a t t a c h m e n t t o b o u r g e o i s norms. The d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e 
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r o u g h a nd t h e r e s p e c t a b l e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s , d e n o t e d b y t h i s 

o r o t h e r s i m i l a r a p p e l a t i o n s , was a commonplace o f co n t e m p o 

r a r y s o c i a l r e p o r t a g e , f i c t i o n , and w o r k i n g - c l a s s a u t o 

b i o g r a p h y . We w o u l d e x p e c t some m o b i l i t y b e t w e e n t h e g r o u p s , 

i n b o t h d i r e c t i o n s , i f o n l y as a f u n c t i o n o f t h e o f t e n 

s e v e r e f l u c t u a t i o n s o f e c o n o m i c f o r t u n e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e , a n d t h e s e s o u r c e s p r o v i d e e x a m p l e s o f 

t h i s t r a f f i c ; b u t t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y l i t e r a t u r e p l a c e s m a j o r 

e m p h a s i s u p on c a s e s o f t e n a c i o u s a t t a c h m e n t t o t h e i d e a l s 

o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y i n t h e f a c e o f e c o n o m i c a nd o t h e r 

a d v e r s i t i e s . S u c h r e c o r d s o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y , m o s t l y 

f i c t i o n a l , a r e c l e a r l y d i d a c t i c i n i n t e n t i o n , a n d a r e t o o 

t e n d e n t i o u s t o a d m i t a s r e l i a b l e e v i d e n c e o f t h e a c t u a l i t i e s 
27 

o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e . T h e r e a r e o t h e r s e r i o u s s h o r t 

c o m i n g s t o t h e l i t e r a r y e v i d e n c e : e x p l i c a t i o n s o f t h e 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s c o n d i t i o n w e r e o f t e n v e n t u r e d b y men who, on 

t h e i r own a d m i s s i o n , knew l i t t l e o r n o t h i n g o f t h e s o c i a l 
28 

l i f e b e y o n d t h e w o r k s h o p s , a nd w o r k i n g - c l a s s a u t o b i o g r a p h i e s 

a r e t h e r e c o r d s o f e x c e p t i o n a l m e n — a s e x c e p t i o n a l a s t h e 

t e m p e r a n c e e n c l a v e s i n p o p u l a r c u l t u r e — : w h i c h do n o t s p e a k 

f o r t h e g e n e r a l i t y o f t h e i r k i n d . The i m p r e s s i o n s t h u s 

g a i n e d o f t h e o p e r a t i o n o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

l i f e i s o n l y o n e - d i m e n s i o n a l a t l e a s t . What i s m i s s i n g i s 

s e n s i t i v i t y t o t h e s i t u a t i o n a l c o n t e x t o f r e s p e c t a b l e 

b e h a v i o u r , a n d t h e a l l o w a n c e t h a t r e s p e c t a b i l i t y c o u l d a s 
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w e l l f u n c t i o n a s a r o l e a s a t o t a l l i f e - s t y l e . 

The e v i d e n c e f o r t h i s l a s t c o n t e n t i o n i s c i r c u m s t a n 

t i a l a n d i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c , b u t s u g g e s t s some n e c e s s a r y 

m o d i f i c a t i o n o f t h e r e s p e c t a b i l i t y t h e s i s . The e x p a n s i o n o f 

u r b a n p o p u l a t i o n i n t e r m s o f s p a c e , number a n d o c c u p a t i o n a l 

d i v e r s i t y f r a g m e n t s s o c i a l i n t e r a c t i o n , a n d i n s u l a t e s r o l e 

a c t i v i t i e s f r o m t h e c o n t i n u o u s o b s e r v a t i o n . o f a c t u a l a n d 
29 

p o t e n t i a l r o l e - o t h e r s . T h i s c o m b i n a t i o n o f f a c t o r s i n 

m i d - V i c t o r i a n B i r m i n g h a m a l l o w e d one o f S a r g a n t ' s e m p l o y e e s 

t o m a i n t a i n t h e r o l e o f s t e a d y workman i n t h e s h o p , w h i l e 

a c t i n g o u t a n y number o f t h e r o l e s a t t e n d a n t on d r i n k a n d 
30 

d r i n k i n g i n h i s l e i s u r e t i m e , unbeknown t o h i s b o s s . 

S a r g a n t ' s b e w i l d e r m e n t o n h i s a c c i d e n t a l d i s c o v e r y o f t h i s 

a b e r r a t i o n s u g g e s t s how l i t t l e c o g n i s a n t o f r o l e d i s c o n t i n u i 

t i e s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s c o u l d b e , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n c l a s s 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s . The r o l e p r o g r e s s i o n o f B i l l y B a n k s on h i s 

da y o f f s u g g e s t s how r e a d i l y a w o r k i n g man c o u l d move i n 

an d o u t o f r e s p e c t a b i l i t y a s a s u c c e s s i o n o f s i t u a t i o n s 

d i c t a t e d . I n h i s s o c i a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n o f The N e t h e r W o r l d , 

G e o r g e G i s s i n g o f f e r e d t h a t t h e b r o a d d i s t i n c t i o n l a y 

b e t w e e n two g r e a t s e c t i o n s o f w o r k i n g men: "... t h o s e who 
31 

d o , a nd t h o s e who do n o t , w e a r c o l l a r s . " I t i s p l a u s i b l e 

t h a t r e s p e c t a b i l i t y was assumed o r d i s c a r d e d , l i k e a c o l l a r > 

a s t h e o c c a s i o n demanded. 



366 

I f we a p p r o a c h r e s p e c t a b i l i t y a s a r o l e r a t h e r t h a n an 

i d e o l o g y , t h e n a t u r e o f c l a s s r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n r e c r e a t i o n t a k e s 

o n a new l i g h t . T h us w o r k i n g - c l a s s m e m b e r s h i p o f c h u r c h f o o t 

b a l l t eams c a n be s e e n a s a p u r e l y i n s t r u m e n t a l a t t a c h m e n t , 

c a l c u l a t e d t o e x t r a c t c e r t a i n b e n e f i t s o f t e n u n o b t a i n a b l e f r o m 

t h e r e s o u r c e s o f w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e . I n t h i s c a s e , w o r k i n g -

c l a s s b e h a v i o u r w h i c h m i g h t h a v e a p p e a r e d a s d e f e r e n t i a l 

m i m e s i s f r o m a b o v e , f u n c t i o n e d a s a k i n d o f e x p l o i t a t i o n i n 

r e v e r s e f o r i t s a c t o r s , who assumed r e s p e c t a b i l i t y t o meet 

t h e r o l e demands o f t h e i r c l a s s s u p e r i o r s . I t i s p o s s i b l e 

t h a t t h e u n e a s e o f t h e b o u r g e o i s p a t r o n i n t h e company o f 

w o r k i n g men d e r i v e d i n p a r t f r o m h i s v a g u e p e r c e p t i o n o f t h e 

l a t t e r ' s c a p a c i t y f o r d i s s e m b l i n g ; i n G I U o f f i c i a l r e p o r t s , 

t h e e m p h a s i s p l a c e d on t h e w e l l - m a n n e r e d b e h a v i o u r o f c l u b 

a u d i e n c e s a t l e c t u r e s , and on t h e r e s p e c t a c c o r d e d v i s i t i n g 

m i d d l e - c l a s s s p e a k e r s , s u g g e s t s a n e e d f o r r e a s s u r a n c e 

t h a t a l l was t r u l y w h a t i t seemed. 

I do n o t w a n t t o s u g g e s t h e r e t h a t r e s p e c t a b l e 

b e h a v i o u r w a s , a l w a y s s u p e r f i c i a l a nd c a l c u l a t i v e , b u t t h a t 

t h e r e w e r e d e g r e e s o f commitment t o i t s n o r m s , a n d t h a t 

we a r e u n w i s e t o assume t h a t r e s p e c t a b i l i t y commanded a 

c o n s i s t e n t l y r e l i a b l e c o n s t i t u e n c y i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e . 

I t s e l e v a t i o n a s a k e y c o n c e p t i n t h e o r d e r i n g o f o u r 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f ' t h e s o c i a l h i s t o r y o f n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

E n g l a n d r e f l e c t s t h e c u r r e n t s c h o l a r l y c o n c e r n t o a c k n o w l e d g e 
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and e x p l a i n o t h e r m a j o r d e t e r m i n a n t s o f g r o u p b e h a v i o u r 
32 

t h a n s i m p l y c l a s s . B u t i n t h e more s o p h i s t i c a t e d s o c i a l 

map o f V i c t o r i a n s o c i e t y t h a t i s e m e r g i n g , c l a s s w i l l n o t 

go away, a n d i n t h e w o r l d o f r e c r e a t i o n i t s d i f f e r e n t i a l s 

a r e more s t r i k i n g t h a n - t h o s e o f t h e o t h e r s i g n i f i c a n t s o c i a l 

c a t e g o r i e s t h a t h a v e r e c e n t l y b e e n e x p l o r e d . 

P o p u l a r r e c r e a t i o n s i n t h e l a t t e r y e a r s o f t h e 

p e r i o d u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n w e r e m a r k e d b y a s t r o n g c l a s s 

c h a r a c t e r ; t h o u g h t h e y c o n f o r m e d t o c e r t a i n f e a t u r e s o f 

t h e r e f o r m d e s i g n , t h e m a r k s o f r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n and 

r e s p e c t a b i l i t y w h i c h t h e y b o r e w e r e no p r o o f o f c u l t u r a l 

e m b o u r g e o i s e m e n t . I n p a r t , t h e r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n w h i c h o v e r 

t o o k w o r k i n g - c l a s s r e c r e a t i o n 1 — t h e r e g u l a r p r o g r a m m i n g o f 

s p o r t , f o r e x a m p l e , a n d t h e s t a b i l i z i n g o f t h e w e e k - e n d 

b r e a k — r e p r e s e n t e d an i n t e r n a l a d j u s t m e n t t o t h e i r r e v e r s i b l e 

p r e s s u r e s on t i m e , s p a c e and e n e r g y b r o u g h t b y a m o d e r n 

i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y . I n p a r t , r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n was a n 

e x t e n s i o n o f e x i s t i n g d i s c i p l i n e s i n w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e , a n 

a m p l i f i c a t i o n o f t h e r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s t h a t h a d l o n g 

o r d e r e d t h e g o o d f e l l o w s h i p o f t h e f r i e n d l y s o c i e t i e s . 

W i t h i n t h e s e c o n s t r a i n t s t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s e s m a i n t a i n e d a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e autonomy o f s t y l e a n d j u r i s d i c t i o n . T h u s t h e 

e a r l y c l u b m e n s e c u r e d i m p o r t a n t m o d i f i c a t i o n s o f S o l l y ' s 

o r i g i n a l p r e s c r i p t i o n , a n d a l a t e r g e n e r a t i o n won d e m o c r a t i c 

c o n t r o l o f t h e C I U a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . W o r k i n g - c l a s s ' 
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e n t h u s i a s m b r o u g h t p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m t o a s s o c i a t i o n f o o t b a l l , 

a n d i n f u s e d t h e game w i t h an a t a v i s t i c t r i b a l i s m w h i c h p u t 

i t b e y o n d t h e r e a c h o f m i d d l e - c l a s s t o l e r a n c e o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

The b e l e a g u r e d m u s i c h a l l s n o u r i s h e d a v i g o r o u s p o p u l a r 

s u b - c u l t u r e t h a t c e l e b r a t e d l i f e w i t h s u c h u n a b a s h e d 

v u l g a r i t y t h a t t h e h a l l s w e r e a c c u s e d o f p r a c t i c i n g 
. 3 3 i n v e r t e d c l a s s d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 

L e i s u r e , t h e r e f o r e , was an i m p o r t a n t m i l i e u f o r 

p r e s e r v i n g t h e i d e n t i t y o f a w o r k i n g c l a s s w h i c h e f f e c t i v e l y 

r e s i s t e d t h e c u l t u r a l hegemony o f i t s s u p e r i o r s . The 

s t u b b o r n r e a l i t y w h i c h c o n f r o n t e d a l l c a m p a i g n s t o r e f o r m 

t h e s o c i a l l i f e o f t h e w o r k e r s was w e l l d e s c r i b e d b y t h e 

S a t u r d a y R e v i e w i n t h e s i x t i e s : 

A s c l a s s e s r i s e i n s o c i a l i m p o r t a n c e ( a s o u r w o r k i n g 
c l a s s e s u n d o u b t e d l y d o ) , a s t h e y a c q u i r e a p o s i t i o n 
a n d make a l a w and s o c i e t y f o r t h e m s e l v e s , t h e y 
a l m o s t n e c e s s a r i l y become more i n a c c e s s i b l e t o 
e x t e r n a l i n f l u e n c e . T hey grow i n a s e n s e more 
s u f f i c i e n t f o r t h e m s e l v e s , a n d t h e s y m p a t h y i m p l i e d 
b y m i x i n g o f c l a s s e s becomes more d i f f i c u l t . We 
s u s p e c t t h e g r e a t w o r k i n g c l a s s e s a s a body become. 
e v e r y d a y a f i r m e r p h a l a n x , n o t r e a l l y i m p r e s s i b l e 
o r s u b j e c t t o c h a n g e — o r r a t h e r , o n l y t o be 
c h a n g e d t h r o u g h c a u s e s w h i c h , g o d e e p e r t h a n t h e i r 
' b e t t e r s ' c a n e a s i l y g e t a t . 3 4 

I n t h e l a s t q u a r t e r o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e b r o a d e n i n g 

i m p a c t o f t e c h n o l o g y a n d t h e q u i c k e n i n g o f c o m m e r c i a l i s a t i o n 

c o n s t i t u t e d f o r c e s w h i c h i m p r e s s e d t h e m s e l v e s more d e e p l y 

o n l e i s u r e a n d p o p u l a r c u l t u r e t h a n a n y m i d d l e - c l a s s r e f o r m 

c a m p a i g n . B u t t h e c o n v e r g e n c e o f p r o f i t i n c e n t i v e and 
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m o r a l m i s s i o n i n t h e r e f o r m e d m u s i c h a l l s o f t h e n i n e t i e s 

a d u m b r a t e d a f o r m u l a w h i c h was t o make t h e mass e n t e r t a i n m e n t 

i n d u s t r y o f t h e p r e s e n t c e n t u r y a more f o r m i d a b l e a g e n t 

o f s o c i a l c o n t r o l t h a n a n y t h i n g e x p e r i e n c e d i n V i c t o r i a n 

s o c i e t y . 
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FOOTNOTES 

"""For Fraser see above, p. 192. M i l l informed 
Henry Soll y that the C I U could not count on his support 
while the more urgent matter of working-class housing 
demanded his attention. H. S. R. E l l i o t t , ed., Letters of  
John Stuart M i l l , 3 vols. (London, 1910), 1 : 291. 

2 
J. Strutt, Sports and Pastimes of the People of  

England (London, 1801; re p r i n t ed., 1903), p. 15. 
3 
Solly predicted that the club movement was 

"destined to revolutionise the country." "Working Men's 
Clubs i n Relation to the Upper Classes and to National 
Progress," Trans. N.A.P.S.S., 1866, p. 791. 

4 
Soll y , These Eighty Years, 2 : 160. 

5 
The t i t l e of her address i s i n s t r u c t i v e . "On Our 

Paramount Duty to Provide Wholesome and Pure Recreations and 
Amusements for the People, and the Dire Results and Dangers 
which Attend our Neglect of I t , " Trans N.A.P.S.S., 1874, 
pp. 745-48. 

c 
"How could any reasonable man expect the working 

man to frequent the coffee palaces which neither for 
brightness, c e l e r i t y , c i v i l i t y , sweetness, nor also, remember, 
for non-intoxicants at less than public house prices, 
offered an advance." H. L. Williams, "Coffee Palace 
F a i l u r e s , " S o c i a l Notes and Club News, 16 July 1881. See 
also B. Harrison, Drink and the Vi c t o r i a n s , p. 303. 

7 
H. A., "The Middlesex Music H a l l , " Social Notes, 

16 July 1881; The Times, 15 October 1883. 
g 
Viscount Cranbrook at the opening of his Bradford 

W M C, C.I.U.J., 3 August 1883, and an anonymous a r t i c l e i n 
i b i d . , 25 A p r i l 1884. S o l l y spoke of the need to develop 
" e s p r i t de corps ... leading working men to take pride i n 
the Society or Order to which they may belong," How to Deal  
with the Unemployed Poor. 

9 
B. Harrison, Drink and the V i c t o r i a n s , p. 209. 

" ^ J . K. Cook, "The Labourer's Leisure," Dublin  
University Magazine 90 (1877) : 174-92. 
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"'""'"See the important a r t i c l e by R. Johnson, "Educational 
Policy and Social Control i n Early Victorian.England," 
Past and Present, no. 49 (November 1970), pp. 102-103, for 
the atmosphere of reproof: "The very term "morals" (or 
"moral") i t s e l f , which Kay usually preferred to the k i n d l i e r , 
more neutral eighteenth-century term "manners," was deeply 
ambiguous. I t served at once as a synonym for "culture" 
(or "cultural") and to impute blame." 

12 
See above, p. 225, and Robert Baker, Factory 

Inspector, who recorded a s i m i l a r phrase i n the s i x t i e s as 
"Labour's great motto," Factory Inspectors' Reports, 
P a r i . Papers, 1867, XVI, p. 376. Wright offered a further 
explanation of the working man's resentment i n Our New 
Masters, pp. 156-57. In extenuation of the promoter's 
importunity, Sol l y write: " I t would not be well to leave 
the movement to ordinary demand and supply, because we have 
to a considerable extent; to create that demand as i n many 
other important s o c i a l reforms ... a few must lead the way, 
must do a species of missionary work." Undated d r a f t 
a r t i c l e on coffee taverns, probably from the e i g h t i e s , SOlly 
C o l l e c t i o n , 14, section 12. 

13 
G. Stedman Jones, Outcast London : A Study i n the  

Relationship Between Classes i n V i c t o r i a n Society (Oxford, 
1971), pp. 240-61. W. T. Marriott, Some Real Wants of the  
Working Classes (Manchester, 1860), p. 27, noted that 
philanthropists were "paternal not f r a t e r n a l — t h e y w i l l do 
great things for the working c l a s s e s — f o r them, but not i n 
cooperation with them." 

14 
M. Arnold, Culture and Anarchy (London, 1869; 

Cambridge paperback r e p r i n t ed., 1966), p. 105. Quoting 
Arnold, C. F. G. Masterman described the response of the 
upper classes i n a revealing image: "They behold the i n f l u x 
as the rush of a bank holiday crowd upon some tra n q u i l garden, 
The Condition of England (London, 1909), p. 15.. See also 
above, p. 195. 

"^Browne, Views and Opinions, p. 280. 

"*"6S. W. Jevons, "Methods of Social Reform : Amusements 
of the People," Contemporary Review 33 (1878) : 499-513. 

17 
"Vulgarity of the coarsest kind,".continued the 

a r t i c l e , " i s preferable to the v u l g a r i t y gilded which the 
music h a l l s have introduced." "Our Music H a l l s , " Tinsley-s  
Magazine 4 (1869) : 216-33. 



372 

18 "Social Barriers," Saturday Review, 26 A p r i l 1873. 
1 9The Times, 30 August 1860. 
20 

See e.g., J. Lawson, Letters to the Young on  
Progress i n Pudsey (Stanninglen, 1887); W. E. Gladstone, 
"Locksley H a l l and the Jubilee," Nineteenth Century 21 
(January, 1887) : 1-18. 

21 
J. Black, A Medico-Topographical Sketch of Bolton 

(Bolton, 1837), p. 32. 
22 

G. Gorer, Exploring English Character (London, 1955), 
p. 13. 

2 3G. Best, Mid-Victorian B r i t a i n , 1815-1875 (London, 
1971), pp. 256-63. See also, the adumbration of t h i s thesis 
i n G. M. Young, P o r t r a i t of an Age (Oxford, 1936; paperback 
r e p r i n t ed., 1964), pp. 5, 24-25. 

24 
B. Harrison, Drink and the Victorians , pp. 23-26, 

395. 
25 

L. L. Shiman, "The Band of Hope Movement : 
Respectable Recreation for Working Class Children," V i c t o r i a n  
Studies 18 (September 1973) : 65; R. J . Morris, "The History 
of Self-Help," New Society, 3 December 1970, on the Woodhouse 
temperance community i n Leeds. 

p c 
See above, p. 218; The Times, 13 July 186 3 for 

the address of W. Cowper, M.P. 
27 

There are other examples, which would have to be 
adduced here, but I am thinking of the case of Henry Kirkwood 
i n Gissing's Nether World, and the respectable hero of 
Robert Tressel's Ragged Trousered Philanthropists. Both 
works provide authentic insights into working-class l i f e , 
but t h e i r characterisation often smacks of the moral or 
personal parable. 

2 8 
E.g., W. Sargant, Economy of the Labouring Classes 

(London, 1857), p. 390. 
29 

R. Frankenberg, Communities i n B r i t a i n : S o c i a l  
L i f e i n Town and Country (Harmondsworth, 1966), pp. 237-54. 

30 
Sargant, loc. c i t . ; see also above, p. 100. 

31 Op. c i t . , p. 69. 
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32 See G. H i m m e l f a r b 1 s r e c e n t a r t i c l e , "The W r i t i n g 
o f S o c i a l H i s t o r y : R e c e n t S t u d i e s o f N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y 
E n g l a n d , " i n J o u r n a l o f B r i t i s h S t u d i e s . 

33 
See a b o v e , p. 323. 

34 
"How t o W i n Our W o r k e r s , " S a t u r d a y R e v i e w , 5 J u l y 1862. 
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