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ABSTRACT

The thesis for the Master of Music degree in Opera consists of the
performance of a major role in one full opera production in the first or second
year.

My major role in one full opera production was Eurydice performed in

Orpheus in the Underworld on December 12th and 13th, 2004.




UBC Opera Ensemble
Presents

Orpheus L the LUnaderworld

Operetta n Three Acts
BY_Jacques Offenbach
Libretto by Hector Crémieux and Ludovic Halév
Y Y

Dlrector Nawncy Hermiston
Conductor John vVawn Deursen
with

The vancouver Philharmonic Orchestra



SYNOPSIS

ACT |

Orpheus and his wife Burydice argue over thelr dysfunctional marriage.
- Not only ave they each unfaithful to each other but he is a musician ,
and she doesn't care about his music. Burydice has fallen in Love with a

shepherd who is also a bee Reeper. She thinks he is Aristeus, but in realtiy
he is the God of the nderworld, Pluto. Pluto plants an idea tn Orpheus's

head of how to set a trap for Burydice and her “lover” . Pluto uses Orpheus’
trap to help convinee Burydice to accompany him to the Underworld. Or-
pheus's delight at his wife's departure is cut short by Public Opinion, a
formidable figure, who tnsists he goes to Olympus to demand the return
of his wife.

INTERMISSION
ACT

Own Olympus the gods ave bored and rebelling
against Jupiter's ty rannical vule, but they ave intervupteo bg the arrival
of Orpheus with Public Opinion. tn a fit of righteous indignation Jupiter
grants the return of Burydice, and when he announces that he will go to
the Underworld himself to ensure justice is done, all the gods and gool-
desses beg to go too. Jupiter agrees, and the entire company join him in a
Lively, lustful dance as they make their way down for their godly holi-
day in the warm and wild climate and culture of Hades

ACT I

Meanwhile in the Lnderworld Burydice is bored with being left alone
with only Bacchus as her jailer, so whew a diversion arrives, in the shape
of Jupiter disguised as a fly, she is at first eager to run away with him.
They plawn to escape at a party being held by Pluto in honour of the visit-
ing gods from Olympus. Burydice comes disguised as a bacchante. The

arrival of Orpheus Looks like it will upset everyone's plans, but Jupiter

manages to trick him out of Burydice for good. But who is to have her
instead, Plito or Juplter? Burydice settles it by choosing ...
(now that would be telling) ...




Orpheus, a renowned vaustelon
Burydice, his wife
Pluto (aristaeus), god of the
Underworld
Jupiter, father of the gods
Public Opinion
®Bacchus, god of wine
plana, goddess of the hunt
Mereury, Messenger of the gods
Juno, wife of Jupiter
venus, goddess of love -
Awmor, god of love
Mavrs, god of war
Minerva, goddess of wisdorm
Hebe, goddess of youth
Apollo, god of the sun
Aurorn, goddess of the dawn

The students of Orpheus

-

cancan Girls

UBC OPERA ENSEMBLE CHORUS

CAST

Dec. 11, 15

Blaine Hendsbee*
ennifer Fa rrellx
_Johwn Conlon

Andrew Stewart

rRose— Ellen Nichols
_John Arsenault®

Alison Nystrom

Michael Morl
_Jessica Bowes

Milo Lowry

Michelle Keobke

Brent Calls

Marago Le vae

Elaine Lee

Advian glauwbert

Melanie McTaggart

Dec. 12, 14
Stephen Bell
Katie Ma Y
Awndrew Jameson

David English

Allson Tewaple
_joln Marino

Brooke Harris

Matthew Mori

Evie Vassilikakis

Dlana Orvos— Wilder

Nawncy Hasiuke

). calthoun

Margo Le vae

Elaine Lee

Advian Glaubert

Melanie MeTagoart

Megan Browwn, Erin Fisher, Chloe Hurst, Telya
Kasahara, Vickl Lewls, Melanie MeTagoart,
Stmone Osborne, Liucy Smith

Erin Fisher, Chloe Hurst, Laurren lacobellis,
Gina Mcetellan, Melanie MeTaggart, Stimone
Osborne, whitney sloan

Shepherds, Shepherdesses, Bacchantes

Mimi Roth—Miller, Whitney Sloan, Gina Mclellan, Brian Lee, Kevin Lee,
Kevin Louden, Joyce Ho, Scott Brooks, ailn Taylor, Laurren jacobellis, Esther
Chot, Tomas Bijok,

*courtesy of Actor’s Equity




Conductor
_Johwn van Deursen

Assistant Conductor
_Johwn Trotter

Cowncertmaster
Etsuo Satto *

vipling
Karina Abe
Rodweg Blackwell
qayane Bobloyan
pavid Brownstein-

_Joan Carwne
Emwga Cerwq
David clark

Jim Dery
Barbara Dominike
Shirley pundfield
Patrick Ernst
Reita qoldberg
Freya Kristemsen
Z.0e Robertson
Michael She
Cheryl Shizgal
Corl Sowmers
Anne Worthington

S

viola .
Delrove Rogers *
Awmy Grobb
Jennifer Montgomery
Gillian Taylor
Cello
_Jessica wWerb*
Zoe Drulk
Sharon Norman
Mary Szendry
Harry Tsewg

BasS
Keith Ellis *
Jennifer Hodge

Flute
Jawnet Measday™
Sara Franks

Piecolo
Sara Franks

Oboe
*pavid Skulskl
Gwen Litehfield

clarinet
Janine oye *o
Cathg Mecashin

Basspon

ward Huwnting *
Patricia Keen
Trumpet
Kathleen Bowles™
Paul Butcher

Horn

*Chris Buckner
tyle H’LLLabg
Maureen Hole

Trombowne

_James Mareia *
Brian Thomson*®
Ron Morrill

Bass Trombone
Cavrie Chapman

Rod Ellard

T’Lm_pa Nl
Pamela O*

Percussion
_Joshua publin

*denotes principal

We're in your neighbourhood! Check us out for our selection of:

Choice plants in our plant centre
Informative gardening books
Decorative garden accessories
Imaginative gift ideas
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The vancouver Phitlharmontie Orchestra

The vancouver Philharmonic Orchestra is proud to perform again
with the UBC Opera Ensemble. The orchestra is made up of dedi-
cated amateur musiclans who covme together every wWednesday eve-
ning to work ow music from the classical and conteupora Y sym-
phomc re]:evtowe our pnwcbpm quest Conductor, Juawn Castelao; will
lead us in four of this year's five concerts.

Our upcoming concert , February 19th, will feature planist, sara
Davis Buechner, bin Mendelssohin's Serennde and
Allegro Glocoso and Franck’s Variations Sywmphoniques for Plano
and Orchestra.

April 98, we will be joined by guitarist, Daniel Bolshoy, for the
popular Conclerto de Aranjuez. Both these concerts will be at
Shaughnessy Helghts United Church, 1553 wWest 33 Avenue, at

gpm

Own May 289, again at gpim, we will be at the Norman Rothsteln
Theatre, 950 West 415 Avenue. At this new venue Mary Sokol-
 Brown, Violin, and pavid Brown, bass, will perform Bottesini’s
Grand Duo Concertant.

Please join us for one or more of these concerts (suggested donation
$12/10) For wore details check our website at www.ven.be.ca/vpo
or call (e04) €7€ 9989

_x
SE
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http://www.vcn.bc.ca/vpo

Stage Director:
Asst. Dlrectoy:
conductor:
Repetiteurs:

Rehearsal Planist:
Choreographer:

Technical Staff

Prod. Mawnager/Tech. Divector:

Asslstant Tech. Divectors:

Set design:
Lighting Design:
Lighting Assistant:
Lighting Operator:
Properties Head:
Properties Crew:

wardrobe Supervisor:
wardrobe Assistant:

Makeup Supervisor:
Makeup Assistant:
Halrdressing and wigs:
Assistant:

Stage Manager:

Asst. stage Manaogers:

For the Chaw Centre:

 Naney Hermiston
parryl Croft

_John vawn Deursen
Richard epp
David Boothroyd
Alex Szram
catherine Lee

Elia Kirby
_John Conlon
Awnorew Jameson
Bryawn Pollock
Jeremy Baxter
Kevin Louden
Jawne Loong
valerie Moffat
Michelle Nelson
_Jasow Conroy
Parvin Mirhady
Gina Mcelellan

Nel Volrich

Carmen Garcla

Elke Englicht
Dionne Sellinger
Melissa Tsang
Marijka Brusse

St wing Ng

Karine Bervué
cameron MeGill
owen Schellenberger

SPECIAL THANKS
A very special thank you to all the UBC Opera Ensenble students, past
and present, who helped make this production possible!

Thawnks alse to Martha Lou Henley Charitable Foundation, the david
Spencer Bndowrment Bncouragement Fund, the Chan Family, the UBC
School of Music and staff, the vancouver Opera quild, Dunbar Lumber,

Diane’s Lingerie, Jacques Vert at the Bay, and the Vancouver Opera
Freddie wood Theatre, Janet Bickford, Lijnn Burton.




ANOTE ON OCFFENBACH

When the curtain rose on the Premdére of Orphieé aux Enfers in the
tiny Bouffe—Parisiens theatre on Oct 21, 1858, it signaled an
event as significant in the history of operetta as the opening of
Oklahoma was to the development of the American musical. To

gratify the pleasure seelkeing mood of Paris under the Second Em-

plre, Jacques Offenbnch had created a new type of musical theatre

chavacterized by wit and charm, burlesque that poked fun lightly

and musie that effervesced with gaiety. The epitome of these compo-

nents, Orpheé, ranks as a classic innovation and the first true

operetta. The later Viennese operettas and the English school of Gil-
bert and sSullivan derived much inspiration from Offenbach but

nowne ever surpassed his brilliant synthesis of sativical drama anol

enchoanting music.

The Franco-Prussion war brougint about the enol of the Second
Ewmpire - Offenbach’s popularity began to wane, and at the same
tlme, his health deterlorated. After a financially disastrous tour of
the United States he drifted into seclusion and began his only at-
tewpt at grand opern, Les Contes d'Hoffimann, which remained un-

finished ano unorchestrated at his death. Notwithstanding this
great work, the operettas have secureo a firme hold on the public and,
as we approach the 125th anniversary of his death (2005), Offen-
bach’s trreverent ano enchanting scores seew as accessible and vital
as ever.




Public Opinion’s costume gractously supplied by

acquesVert

Located ow the third {loor at the Bay Downtown

OPBY&I Tea A relaxing afternoon
at of

opera excerpts

bSOV\/ Squ.a Y@ accovwmpanied bg a

Jan 23 deliclous pastry
’ ' buffet,
with with

the UBC o]sem EwsembLg aoﬁfee and a selectlon

For veservations of teas in true
contact (604) 822 5574 English style.

ot us for our Spring Production!
Eugene onegin

Cowposeot b@ Tehatkovsikey
Director: Nawncy Hermiston
quest Conductor: Norbert Baxa
‘ Co-pirooluctiow with Theatre UBC
Chawn Centre for the Performing Arts
March: 3,4,5,6 - 2005 @ 8 pm ‘
Sunday performance March 4 begins @ 2 pm
Tickets available at Ticketwaster




UBC Opera Ensemble
Presents

Orpheus tn the Underworld

Operetta in Three Acts
BY_Jacques Offenbach
Libretto bg Hector Crémieux and Ludovie HaLévg

Dlrector Nawcy Hermlston
Conductor _John Van Deursen
With

The vancouver Philharmonie Orchestra



SYNOPsIS

ACT I

Orpheus and his wife Burydice argue over thelr dysfunctional warriage.
Not only are they each unfaitiful to each other but he is a musician ,
-and she doesn't care about his music. Ewgdwe has fallen tn Love with a
shepherd who is also a bee keeper. She thinks he is Aristeus, but in realtiy
he is the God of the Underworld, Pluto. Pluto plants an idea tn Orpheus's
head of how to set a trap for Burydice and her “lover” . Pluto uses Orpheus’
trop to help convinee wagdﬁce to accompany hime to the Lnderworld. Or-
pheus's delight at his wife's departure is cut short by Public Opinion, a
formidable figure, who insists he goes to Olympus to demand the return
of his wife.

INTERMISSION
ACT U

Own Olywmpus the gods ave boreot and rebelling
agninst Jupiter's turannical vule, but they are intervupted by the avrival
of Orpheus with Public Opinion. tn a fit of righteous indignation Jupiter
grants the return of Burydice, and when he announces that he will go to
the Underworld himself to ensure justice is dowe, all the gods and god-
desses beg to go too. Jupiter agrees, and the entive company join him in a
lively, lustful dance as they malke their way down for their godly holi-
day in the warm and wild climate and culture of Hades

ACT

Meanwhile in the Underworld Burydice is bored with being left alone
with only Bacehus as her jailer, so when a diversion arrives, in the shape
of Jupiter disguised as a fly, she is at first eager to run away with him.
Tlaeg plan to escape at a party being held by Pluto tn honour of the visit-
ing gods from Olympus. Burydice comes disguised as a bacchante. The

arvival of Orpheus Looks Like it will upset everyone's plans, but Jupiter

manages to trick him out of Burydice for good. But who is to have her
instend, Pluto or Jupiter? Burydice settles it by choosing ...
(now that would be telling) ...



CAST

Déc. 11,15 Dec. 12, 14
Orpheus, a renowned musician  Blaine Hewdsbee™ Stephen Bell
Burydice, his wife Jewnlifer Farvell* Katle May
Pluto (aristaeus), goo of the _John conlon Awndrew Jameson
Underworld . ]

! uplter, father of the gods Awndrew Stewart pavid English
Public Opinion Rose— Ellen Nichols Alison Tewple
Bacchus, god of wine _John Arsenault* _Johwn Marino
Ddlana, goddess of the hunt Allson Nystrom Brooke Harrls
Mercury, Messenger of the gods  Michael Mori Matthew Mori

Juno, wife of Jupiter _Jessica Bowes Bvie vassilikakis
venus, goddess of Love . Milo Lowry Diana Oros— Wilder
Awor, god of love Michelle Keoble Nancy Hasiuk
Mars, god of war Brent Calis DJ. Calhoun
Minerva, goddess of wisdom Margo Le vae Margo Le Vae
Hebe, goddess of Youth Elaine Lee Elaine Lee
Apollo, god of the sun Adrian glaubert Adrian Glavbert
Auwrorg, goddess of the dawn Melanie MeTaggart Melanie MceTaggart
The students of Orpheus Megawn Browwn, Erin Fisher, Chloe Hurst, Teiya

Kasahara, Vieki Lewls, Melanie McTagoart,
Slmone Osborne, Lucy Swith
cancan Girls Erin Fisher, Chloe Hurst, Laurren lacobellis,

Gina Melellan, Melanie McTaggart, Stmone
Osborne, Whitney Sloan

UBC OPERA ENSEMEBLE CHORUS
Shepherds, Shepherdesses, Bacchantes

Mimi Roth—Miller, whltweg Sloan, Gina Mclellan, Brian Lee, Kevin Lee,
Kevin Louden, Joyce Ho, Scott Brooks, tain Taylor, Laurren Jacobellis, Esther
Chot, Tomas Bijok,

*courtesy of Actor’s Equity




Conductor
Johwn vawn Deursen

Asslstant Conductor
_John Trotter

Cowncertmnster
Etsuo Sattp *

violing
Kartna Abe
Rodweg Blackwell
Gayane Bobloyan
David Browwnsteln

_oan Carne
Emwga Cernit
pavio Clark

Jim Dery
Barbara Dominik
Shirley punfielo
Patvick Ernst
Reita qoldberg
Freya Kristensen
Z.oe Robertson
Michael She
Cheryl shizgal

. Corl Sowmers
Anne Worthington

viola
Delrdre Rogers *
Ay Groblb
Jennifer Montgomery
Gillian Taylor
Cellp
_Jessica wWerb*
Zoe Druik
Sharon Norman
Mary Szendry)
Harry Tseng

Bass
Keith Ellis *
Jennifer Hodge

Flute
Janet Measday™
Sara Franks

Plecolo
Sava Franks

Oboe
*pavid Skulskl
Gwewn Litehfield

clarinet

Janine Oye *

catl/% Mceeashin

Bassoon

ward Hunting *
Patricia Keen
Trumpet
Kathleen Bowles*
Paul Butcher

Hon

*Chris Buckner
Lyle Hillab Y
Maureen Hole

Trombone

_Jawes Marcla *

Brian Thomson™
Rown Morrill

Bass Trombone
Carrle Chapman
rod Ellard

T’Lm_pa ni’
Pamela O*

Peroussion

_Joshua publin

*denotes principal -

We're in your neighbourhood! Check us out for our selection of:

Choice plants in our plant centre
Informative gardening books
Decorative garden accessories
Imaginative gift ideas
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The vancouver Philharmonle Orchestra

The vancouver Philharmonle Orchestra is proud to perform again
with the UBC Opern Ensemble. The orchestra is made up of dedi-
cated amateur vustelans who come together every wednesday eve-
ning to work on music from the classical and contemporary sym-
phonic repertoire. Our principal Guest Conductor, juan Castelao, will
lead us in four of this year's {ive concerts.

our uq:comiwg coneert , Februa Yy ijth, will {eatwe p’m vyist’, sara
pavis Buechner, Lin Mendelssohn’s Sevenade and
Allegro Glocoso and Franck’s variations Symphonigues for Plano
and Ovehestra.

April 9%, we will be joined by guitarist, Daniel Bolshoy, for the
popular Concierto de Aranjuez. Both these concerts will be at
Shaughwnessy Helghts United Church, 1553 West 23 Avenue, ot

QPVVL

On May 28, again at gpm, we will be at the Norman Rothstein

Theatre, 950 West 415° Avenue. At this new venue Mary Sokol-

Brown, violin, and david Brown, bass, will perform Bottesini’s
Grand Dup Concertant.

Please join us for one or more of these concerts (suggested donation
$12/10) For more detnils check our website at www.ven.be.ca/vpo
or call (604) €78 9929



http://www.vcn.be

Stage Director:
Asst. Dlrector:
conductor:
Repetiteurs:

rRelhearsal Planist:
Choreographer:

Technical Staff
Prod. Manager/Tech. Director:
Assistant Tech. Divectors:

Set Design:
Lighting Design:
Lighting Assistant:
Lighting Operator:
Properties Head:
Properties Crew:

wardrobe Supervisor:
wardrobe Assistant:

MaReup Supervisor:
Makeup Assistant:
Hairdressing and Wigs:
Asslstant:

Stage Manager:

Asst. Stage Managers:

For the Chan Centre:

Nawncy Hermiston
Darryl Croft
_Johwn van Deursen
Richard epp
David Boothroyod
Alex Szram
Catherine Lee

Elia Kirby
Johwn Conlon
Awndrew Jameson
“Bryan Pollock
_eremy Baxter
Kevin Louden
_awne Loong
valerie Moffat
Michelle Nelson
Jasown Conroy
Parvin Mirhady
Gina Mcetellan

Nel volrich

Carmen Garela

Elke Englicht
Dlonne Sellinger
Melissa Tsang
Martjka Brusse

St wing Ng

Karine Berrué
Cameron Megill
Owen Schellenberger

SPECIAL THANKS
A very special thank You to all the UBC Opern Bnsemble students, past
and present, who helped wmake this production possible!

Thanks also to Martha Low Hewley Charitable Foundation, the David
Spencer Endowment Bncouragement Fund, the Chan Family, the UBC
School of Music and staff, the vancowver Opera Guild, Dunbar Liumber,

Diane's Lingerie, jacques Vert at the Bay, and the vancouver Opera
Fredoie Wood Theatre, Janet Blekford, Lynn Burton.




ANOTE ON OFFENBACH

When the curtain rose on the Premidre of Orpheé aux Enfers in the
tiny Bowffe—Parisiens theatre on Oct 21, 1858, it signaled an
event as significant in the history of operetta as the opening of
Oklahoma was to the development of the American musieal. To

gratify the pleasure seeking mood of Paris under the Second Em-
pire, Jacques Offenbach had created a new type of musical theatre
characterized by wit and charm, burlesque that poked fun lightly
and wmuste that effervesced with gaiety. The epitome of these compo-
nents, Orpheé, ranks as a classic innovation and the first true
operetta. The later Vienwnese operettas ano the English school of Gil-
bert and sullivan derived much tnsplration from Offenbach but
nowne ever surpassed his brilliant synthesis of satirical drama and
enchanting muste.

The Franco-Prussian war brought about the end of the Second
Emplre - Offenbach’s popularity began to wane, and at the same
tlme, his health deteriorated. After a financially disastrous tour of
the United States he drifted tnto seclusion and began his only at-
tewapt at grand opera, Les Contes d'Hoffmann, which remained wn-

finished and unorchestrated at his death. Notwithstanding this
great work, the operettas have secured a flrm hold on the public and,
as we appronch the 125th anniversary of his death (2005), Offen-
bach’s Lrreverent and enchanting scores seem as accessible and vital
as ever.
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Public Opinion's costume graciously supplied by

JacquesVert

Locateol on the third floor at the Bay Downtown

OPpera Tea  Areaxing sfteroon
| at of

opera excerp’cs

RODSON SQUAVE  scconcpanied by a

Jan 23 delicious pastry
) buffet,
with with

the UBC Opem Ensemble aoﬁfee and a selection

For veservations of teas in true
Contact (604) €22 5574 English style .

_Join us for our Spring Production!
Eugene onegin

Composed by Tehaikovsky
Director: Nancy Hermiston
Guest Conductor: Norbert Baxa
Co—product’ww with Theatre UBC
Chawn Centre for the Performing Arts
March: 3,4,5,6 - 2005 @ € pm
Sunday performance March 4 beging @ 3 pm
Tlekets available at Ticketmaster




