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ABSTRACT 

The thesis for the Master of Music degree in Opera consists of the 

performance of a major role in one full opera production in the first or second 

year. 

My major role in one full opera production was Eurydice performed in 

Orpheus in the Underworld on December 12th and 13th, 2004. 



HBC opera eiA-se^vtbLe 

Presents 

operetta iv^ Three Acts 
B>y Jacques offe^bach 

director Nfli/vcy H-ermistoi/v. 
Conductor JDVWA va^v, E>eursei/u 

w i t h 
T>te Vancouver PWilkarmoiAic Orchestra 



S Y N O P S I S 

A C T I 

Orpheus and his wife Eurydice argue over their dysfunc t iona l H^arrlage. 
Not only are they tacM unfa i thful to each other but he Is a H/IUSICIAIA,, 

and she doesn't care about his music, eurydice has fa l len In love with a 
shepherd who Is also a bee teeeper. she thlntes he Is Arlsteus, but In realtly 
he Is the < ôd of the underworld, Pluto. Pluto plants a n Idea In orpheus's 
head of how to set a trap for Eurydice and her "lover". Pluto uses Orpheus' 
trap to help convince Burijdlce to accomfa^ij him. to the Knderworld. Or
pheus's delight at his wife's departure Is cut short by Publ ic op in ion , a 

formidable figure, who Insists he goes to O lympus to demand the return 
of his wife. 

I N T E R M I S S I O N 

A C T II 

O n O l y m p u s the gods are bored and rebelling 
againstJupiter's t y r a n n i c a l rule, but they are Interrupted by the ar r ival 
of Orpheus with Public Opinion. In a f i t of righteous Indlgnat lonjupl ter 
grants the return of Eurydice, and when he a\A,iAou\A,ces> that he wilt go to 
the \Av»dervJorld h imself to ensurejustlce Is done, a l l the gods and god

desses beg to go too.Juplter agrees, and the entire company j o i n him. In a 
l ively, lus t fu l dance as they ma tee their way down for their godly holi

day In the warm and wi ld climate and culture of Hades 

A C T III 

Meanwhile In the underworld Eurydice Is bored with being left alone 
with only Bacchus as her jailer, so when a diversion arrives, In the shape 
ofjuplter disguised as a f l y , she Is at f i rs t eager to r u n away with h im. 

They p l a n to escape at a party being held by Pluto In honour of the v is i t 
i n g gods from Olympus . Eurydice comes disguised as a bacchante. The 

arrival of Orpheus loofes llfee It w i l l upset everyone's plans, butjuplter 
manages to trlcte h i m out of Burijdlce for good. B u t who Is to have her 

Instead, Pluto orjuplter? Burijdlce settles It by choosing ... 
(now that would be tel l ing) ... 



Orpheus, a rt\A,ovj\A.td fw.uslclan 
Eurydlce, his wife 
Pluto (arlstaeus), god of the 
wjA,derworid 

Jupiter , father of the gods 
Publ ic opin ion . 
Bacchus, god of wine 
Diana , goddess of the hunt 
Mercury , Messenger of the gods 

J u n o , wife ofjuplter 

venus, goddess of love 
Awior, god of love 
Mars , god of war 
Minerva , goddess of wisdom. 
Hebe, goddess of youth 
Apollo, god of the s u n 
Aurora, goddess of the dawn 

The Students of Drfhtus 

CAST 
v>ec 11, ±5 
B l a i n e Hendsbee* 

J e n n i f e r Far re l l* 
J o h n CovCiov^ 

A n d r e w Stewart 

•Rose— e l l en Nichols 
J o h n Arsenau l t* 

A l i s o n Nystroi'u. 

Michae l M o r i 
Jess ica Bowes 

M l l o Lowry 

Michelle Keobtee 
Bren t Cal l s 
Margo Le vae 
Elaine Lee 
Adrian Flaubert 
Melanle M c T a g g a r t 

V>tO. 12,14 
Stephen B e l l 
Katie M a y 
Andrewjam.eson 

t>avld E n g l i s h 
A l i s o n Temple 

J o h n Mar ino 
Brootee Harris 
Matthew M o r i 
Evle vasslllteatels 
c l a n a oros— w i l d e r 
N a n c y Haslule 
tx). caihouvi 
i-AarOjO Le vae 
Elaine Lee 
A d r i a n Flauber t 
Melanle M c T a g g a r t 

M e g a n Brown , E r i n Fisher, Chloe Hurst , Te lya 

Kas,aV\ara, vlctel Lewis, Melanle McTaggar t , 

S l m o n e Osborne, L u c y S m i t h 

CRMCWA, c^lrls E r i n Fisher, Chloe Hurst , L-ttwrrtv^ lacobellls, 
^ I n a M c L e l l a n , Melanle McTaggar t , s l m o n e 
Osborne, Whi tney Sloav, 

U B C O P E R A E N S E M B L E C H O R U S 

shepherds, shepherdesses, Bacchantes 

M l m i Roth—Mil le r , Whi tney S l o a n , <^lna M c L e l l a n , B r i a n Lee, K e v i n Lee, 
K e v i n Louden, Joijoe Ho, scottBrootes, l a i n Taylor , caumwjacobellls, Esther 

Choi, Tom.as Bljote, 

-trtesy of Actor 's E q u i t y 



Conductor 
John v a n iseursen 

Ass i s t an t Conductor 
John TWtttV 

etsuo salto * 

v io l in s 
Kan\A-a Abe 
Rodney Blactewell 
Qxy^av^t Bob loyan 
t>avld Brownsteln-

joan came 
Bro n y a Ceri/vfl 
r w l d Clflrte 

J i m . T^ery 
Barbara t>oit/unlk2, 
Sh i r l ey t>unfield 
Patrlcte 5rnst 
Relta Goldberg 
Freya Krlstensen 
Z,oe Robertson 
Michael she 
Cheryl S h l z g a l 
Corl S o b e r s 
A n n e Worth ing ton 

viola . 
r>elrdre Rogers * 
AI-VOJ c^robb 

Jenni fe r Montgomery 
c^l l l lan Taylor 
alio 

Jessica werb* 
Z-oe t>rulte 
sharoiA, Norm.aiA-

M a r y SzeiA,dry 
Harry Ts>tv^q, 

Bass 
Keith e l l l s * 

Jenni fe r H-odge 

Flute 
J ane t Measday* 
S a r a Frantes 

Piccolo 
s a r a Frantes 

oboe 
*t>avld steulstel 
cqwen Litchfield 

Clarinet 
j a n l n e o y e * 

Cathy M c C a s h l n 

Bassoon 
Ward Fruntlng * 
Patricia Keen 
Tru.HA.pet 
Kathleen Bowles* 
P a u l Butcher 

t-rorn 
*Chrls Buclener 
L y l e H-lllaby 
Maureen Hole 

Trombone 
janA.es Mania * 
B r i a n ThoKA,soiA.* 

R e n M o r r i l l 

Bass TroH/ibone 
Carrie Chapla in , 
Rod e l la rd 

T i m p a n i 
Pamela o* 

Percussion 
Joshua D u b l i n 

*denotes pr incipal 

r -

Looking for Gifts?... Visit the Shop in the Garden 

We're in your neighbourhood! Check us out for our selection of: 

• Choice plants in our plant centre 
• Informative gardening books 
• Decorative garden accessories 
• Imaginative gift ideas 

ubebotanicalgarden 
& centre for plant research 

Open 7 days, 10:00 am to 4:30 pm until 23 December, re-opening on 17 January 

http://Tru.HA.pet
http://janA.es


T h e V a n c o u v e r P h i l k a r w i o i A i c o r c h e s t r a 

The Vancouver Philharmonic Orchestra Is proud to perform again 
with the HBC opera ensemble. The orchestra Is made up of dedi

cated amateur musicians who come together every Wednesday eve
ning to worfe on music from the classical and contemporary sym

phonic repertoire. Our principal truest Conductor,Juan castelao, will 
lead us In -four of this year's, five concerts,. 

Our upcoming concert, February ±°)th, will feature pianist, sara 
c>avls Buechner, In Mendelssohn's serenade and 

Allegro c^iocoso and France's variations Symphonlc^ues for Piano 
and Orchestra. 

Aprl l j^ we will bejolned by guitarist, r>anlel Bolshoy, for the 
popular Concierto de Aranjuez. Both these concerts, will be at 

shaughnessy H-elghts united church, ±553 west 3 3 r d Avenue, at 
gpm 

On May 2.8th, again at 2pm, we will be at the Norman Rxthsteln 
Theatre, ̂ so west 4 1 s t Avenue. At this new venue Mary sofeol-
Brown, violin, and E>avld Brown, bass, will perform Botteslnl's 

errand V>uo C-oncertant. 

Please join us for one or more of these concerts, {suggested donatio 
412/10) For mort details check our website at www.vcn.bc.ca/vpo 

or call (604) gy-gjiysy 

n 

http://www.vcn.bc.ca/vpo


s t age director: 
Ass t . Director: 
Conductor: 
Repetlteurs: 

Rehearsal pianis t : 
Choreographer: 

re&hnl&al s t a f f 
Prod. Manager/Tech. Director: 
Ass i s t an t Tech. directors: 

s e t r e s i g n : 
L i g h t i n g r e s i g n : 
L i g h t i n g Ass is tan t : 
L i g h t i n g operator: 
Properties Head: 
Properties, Crew: 

wardrobe Supervisor: 
Wardrobe Ass is tan t : 

N a n c y Hermlston 
Darryl Croft 

J o h n v a n t>eursen 
Richard Epp 
t>avld Booth royd 
Alex Szram 
Catherine Lee 

El la K i r b y 
J o h n Conlon 
AndrewJameson 
^B-ryan Pollocfe 

Jeremy Baxter 
K e v i n Louden 

Jane Loong 
Valerie Moffat 
Michelle Nelson 

Jason Conroy 
Parvin M l r h a d y 
<^lna M c L e l l a n 

Mafeeup Supervisor: 
Mafeeup Ass i s tan t : 
f-talrdresslng and w i g s : 
Ass is tan t : 
s t age Manager. 
Ass t . s t age Managers: 

For the Chan Centre: 

Nel volr lch 
Carmen c^arcla 
Elfee Engl lch t 
E>lonne Sel t lnger 
Melissa Tsang 
Marljtea Brusse 
S l W i n g N g 
Karlne ~&errui 
Cameron Mc<^lll 
owen schellenberger 

S P E C I A L T H A N K S 

A very special thanfe you to a l l the U B C opera Ensemble students, past 
and present, who helped i-uatee this production possible! 

Thanks also to Martha Lou Henley charitable Foundation, the r>avld 
Spencer Endowment Encouragement Fund, the C h a n Family, the U B C 
School of Mus i c and staff, the Vancouver opera c^ulld, Dunbar Lumber, 

c>lane's Llngerlejacc^ues vert at the B a y , and the Vancouver opera 
Freddie Wood Theatre, J ane t Blcteford, L y n n Bur ton . 



A NOTE ON O^BN^ACH-

When the curtain rose on the Premiere of Qrphee" auK Enfers in the 
tiny ~g>Duffe—Parlslens theatre on Oct 2±, ±252, it signaled an 
event as significant in the history of operetta as the opening of 

Oklahoma was to the development of the A m e r i c a n musical. To 
gratify the pleasure seeking mood of Paris under the second Em-
plrejacques Offenbach had created a new type of musical theatre 

characterized by wit and charm, burlesque that poked fun l i g h t l y 

and music that effervesced with gaiety. The epitome of these compo
nents, Orphei. ranks as a classic Innovation and the f irst true 

operetta. The later Viennese operettas and the English school of cfil-
bert a n d . . S u l l i v a n derived much Inspiration from Offenbach but 

none ever surpassed his brilliant synthesis of satirical drama and 

enchanting music. 

The Franco-Prussian war brought about the end of the second 
Empire - Offenbach's popularity began to wane, and at the same 
time, his health deteriorated. After a financially disastrous tour of 

the united states he drifted into seclusion and began his only at
tempt at grand opera, Les C-ontes d'Hoffmann, which remained un

finished and unorchestrated at his death. Notwithstanding this 

great work, the operettas have secured a firm hold on the public and, 

as we approach the 125th anniversary of his death (2.005), Offen
bach's irreverent and enchanting scores seem as accessible and v i t a l 

as ever. 



Public opli/u-o^v's costume Qraciou£>lij supplied by 

a c q u e s v e r t 
Located O\A the third -floor at the B a y T>OW\A£DWIA, 

opera Tea 
at 

feobsoiA, s>quare 
j a i A , 2 3 

W i t h 
the UBC opera Ei^senA .bLe 

For reservations 
Contact 0&6M-) ?22 557L4 

A relaxing afternoon 

opera excerpts 
ac-tompanled by a 
delicious, pastry 

buffet 
with 

coffee and a selection 
of teas In tme 
English style . 

JOIIA, us for our S p r t i A ^ Product ion! 

Bugeye oi^egltA, 

Composed by TckaLteovsley 
director: Nai/ucy H-ermlstoiA, 

truest Conductor: Norbert B a x a 
Co-productloiA, with Theatre WBC 

C h a i A , Centre for the Per-forml^Q Arts, 
March : 3>A,5,& - 2.005® gpm. 

S u n d a y ^er-foriM-a^ce M a r c h 4 begins @ 3 pm. 
Tlcteets available at Ttcfeetm,aster 



opera Ensemble 
Presents 

Orpheus 1\A the u.\A,dtrworld 
operetta In Three Acts 

By Jacques offenbach 

"Director N a n c y t termls ton 
Conductor J o h n v a n Deursen 

W i t h 
The Vancouver Philharmonic Orchestra 



S Y N O P S I S 

A C T ! 

Orpheus and his wife Eurydice argue over their dysfunc t iona l marriage. 
Not only are they each unfa i thful to each other but he Is a m u s i c i a n , 

•and she doesn't care about his music. Eurydice has fa l len In love with a 
shepherd who Is also a bee teeeper. she thlntes he Is Arlsteus, but In realtly 
he Is the < ôd of the Underworld, Pluto. Pluto plants a n Idea In orpheus's 
head of how to set a trap for Eurydice and her "lover". Pluto uses Orpheus' 
trap to help convince Eurydice to accompany h i m to the. itnderworld. Or
pheus's delight at his wife's departure Is cut short by Publ ic opinion, a 

formidable figure, who Insists he goes to O l y m p u s to demand the return 
of his wife. 

I N T E R M I S S I O N 

A C T II 

O n Olympus the gods are bored and rebelling 
agalnstjuplter 's tyrannical rule, but they are Interrupted by the arrival 
of Orpheus with Publ ic op in ion . In a f i t of righteous Indlgnat lonjupl ter 
grants the return of Eurydice, and when he announces that he w i l l go to 
the itnderworld h imself to ensurejustlce Is done, a l l the gods and god

desses beg to go too.juplter agrees, and the entire company join him In a 
lively, lus t fu l dance as they make their way down for their godly holi

day In the warm and wi ld climate and culture of t+ades 

A C T III 

Meanwhile In the tAnderworld Eurydice Is bored with being left alone 
with only Bacchus as her jailer, so when a diversion arrives, In the shape 
ofjuplter disguised as a f l y , she Is at f i rs t eager to r u n away with h im. 

They p l a n to escape at a party being held by Pluto In honour of the v is i t 
i n g gods from Olympus . Eurydice comes disguised as a bacchante. The 

arrival of Orpheus loofes llfee It w i l l upset everyone's plans, butjuplter 
manages to trick him out of Eurydice for good. B u t who Is to have her 

Instead, Pluto orjuplter? Eurydice settles It by choosing ... 
(now that would be tel l ing) ... 



Orpheus, a renowned musician 
Eurydice, his wife 
Pluto (aristaeus), god of the 
\A.ndtrworld 

Jupiter , father of the gods 
Publ ic Op in ion 
Bacchus, god of wine 
Diana , goddess of the hunt 
Mercury , Messenger of the gods 

J u n o , wife ofjupiter 
venus, goddess of love 
AW-DY, god of love 

Mars , god of war 
Minerva , goddess of wisdom 
H-ebe,- goddess of youth 
Apollo, god of the s u n 
Aurora, goddess of the d a w n 

The students of Orpheus 

C a n c a n £jirls 

C A S T 
V>tC. 11, ±5 
B l a i n e Hendsbee* 

J e n n i f e r Far re l l* 
J o h n Oonlon 

Andrew Stewart 
Rose— El l en Nichols 

J o h n Arsenau l t* 
A l i s o n Nystrom. 
Michael M o r i 

Jess ica Bowes 
M i l o Lowry 
Michelle Keobtee 
Bren t Cal l s 
Margo Le vae 
Elaine Lee 
Adrian Cflaubtrt 
Melanie M c T a g g a r t 

T>to. 12,14 
Stephen B e l l 
Katie M a y 
A nd re w j a n / ieso n 

David E n g l i s h 
A l i s o n Temple 

J o h n M a r i n o 
Brootee Harr is 
Matthew M o r i 
Evie vassilifeateis 
Diana Oros— w i l d e r 
Nancy Haslute 
t>j. Calhoun 
Marino Lt vat 
Elaine Lee 
Adrian cjlaubert 
Melanie M c T a g g a r t 

M e g a n Brown , E r i n Fisher, chloe H w s t , Te iya 
Kasahara, victei Lewis, Melanie McTaggar t , 
S in tone OsMomt, L u c y S.kviith 

E r i n Fisher, Chloe H w s t , Laurrtn lacobellls, 
<^ina M c L e l l a n , Melanie McTaggar t , sikw-one 
Osborne, Whi tney Sloan 

U B C O P E R A E N S E M B L E C H O R U S 
shepherds, shepherdesses, Bacchantes 

M i m i Roth—Mil le r , Whi tney Sloan, c(ma M c L e l l a n , B r i a n Lee, K.evin Lee, 
K e v i n Louden, Joyce Ho, Scott Brooks, l a i n Taylor , Laurrtnjacobellis, Esther 

Choi, Tonkas Bijote, 

*courtesy of Actor 's E q u i t y 



Conductor 
John van E>eursen 

Ass i s t an t Conductor 
John Trotk.tr 

Conctrtw.as.ttr 
Etsuo Sa l to * 

v i o l i n s 
Karma Act 
Rodney Blactewell 
c\ayant Bob loyan 
David Brownsteln 

J o a n Carnt 
^ronya Ctrna 
David clar\z 

Jim. Dery 
Barbara Domlnlk 
Shi r l ey t>unfleld 
Pat r ick Srnst 
Relta Goldberg 
Freya Krlstensen 
Z,oe Robertson 
Michael she 
Cheryl s h l z g a l 
Corl Somers 
A n n e Worthlngton 

r -

vlola 
£>elrdre Rogers * 
Amy c^robb 

Jenni fer Montgomery 
Chilian Taylor 
cello 

Jessica werb* 
2Loe iirulte 
Sharon Normfln 
M a r y Sztndry 
(-tarry Tseng 

Bass 
Keith Bi l l s * • 

Jenn i fe r l-fodge 

Flute 
J ane t Measday* 
s a r a Franks 

Piccolo 
sara Frantes 

oboe 
*Davld steulstel 
<^wen Litchfield 

Clarinet 
J a nine Oye * 

Cathy M c C a s h l n 

bassoon 
Ward H u n t i n g * 
Patricia Keen 
Trumpet 
Kathleen Bowles* 
P a u l Butcher 

Horn 
*Chrls ^uckner 
L y l e Hl l l aby 
Maureen Hole 

Trombone 
James Mflrcla * 
~&rlan Thomson* 
R o n Morrill 

Bass Trombone. 
Carrie Chapman 
Rod Bllard 

Timpani" 
Pamela o * 

Ptrcusslon 
Joshua t>ublln 

*denotes pr incipal 

Looking for Gifts?... Visit the Shop in the Garden 

We're in your neighbourhood! Check us out for our selection of: 

• Choice plants in our plant centre 
• Informative gardening books 
• Decorative garden accessories 
• Imaginative gift ideas 

ubcbotanicatgarden 
•; 8, centre for plant research j ; 

sxmss ceiitxsu': 

Open 7 days, 10:00 am to 4:30 pm until 23 December, re-opening on 17 January 

http://Trotk.tr
http://Conctrtw.as.ttr


The Vancouver P h i l h a r m o n i c , O r c h e s t r a 

The Vancouver P h i l h a r m o n i c Orchestra Is prou.ct to perform, a g a i n 
w i t h the w B C opera ensemble . The orchestra Is made up of dedi

cated ama teu r m u s i c i a n s who come together every W e d n e s d a y eve
n i n g to worte o n m u s i c f r o m the c l a s s i c a l a n d contemporary s y m 

phonic repertoire. O u r p r i n c i p a l truest C-onductoioJufln Castelao, w i l l 
lead us I n fou r o f t h i s wear's, five concerts. 

Our u p c o m i n g concer t , February ±°>tV\, w i l l feature p i a n i s t , S a r a 
t>avls Buechner , I n Mende l ssohn ' s serenade a n d 

. A l l e g r o c^iocoso avid FraM&s v a r i a t i o n s s y m p h o n l c ^ u e s forViavio 
a n d Orchestra. 

Afrilj)th, we w i l l be joined by guitarist, r>anlel B o l s h o y , for the 
popular Conclerto de A r a n j u e z . B o t h these concerts w i l l be at 

s h a u g h n e s s y t+elghts u n i t e d c h u r c h , 1 5 5 3 w e s t 33RD A v e n u e , at 

gpm 

o n M a y 2 2 t h , a g a i n at gpm, we w i l l be at the Nor\M.avi R o t h s t e l n 
Theatre, j)50 w e s t 4 1 s t A v e n u e . A t t h i s new venue M a r y sofeol -
B r o w n , v i o l i n , a n d t>avld B r o w n , bass, w i l l perform Bo t t e s ln l ' s 

gravid v>uo CoMertavit. 

Please j o i n us for one or more of these concerts (suggested do^atiovi 

412 / 10 ) For more deta i l s checfe our website at www.vcn.be.ca/vpo 

or c a l l ( 604) S T ^ J ^ S ^ 

http://www.vcn.be


Stage Director. 
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Conductor: 
Repetlteurs: 

Rehearsal Pianis t : 
Choreographer: 

Technical s t a f f 
Prod. Manager/Tech. Director: 
Ass i s t an t Tech. Directors,: 
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Wardrobe Supervisor: 
Wardrobe Ass is tan t : 

Nancy Hermlston 
E>arryl Croft 

J o h n v a n Deursen 
R icha rd Bpp 
•David Booth royd 
Alex szram 
Catherine Lee 

El la Kirby ' 
J o h n Conlon 
AndrewJameson 
~&ryan Pollock 

Jeremy Baxter 
Kevin Louden 

Jane Loong 
valerle Moffat 
Michelle Nelson 

J a s o n Conroy 
Parvln M l r h a d y 
Cfina M c L e l l a n 

Mateeup supervisor: 
Mateeup Ass is tan t : 
Halrdresslng and W i g s : 
Ass is tan t : 
s t age Manager: 
Ass t . s t age Managers: 

For the Chan Centre: 

Nel volr lch 
Carmen c^arcla 
Bike Eng l lch t 
t>lonne Se l l lnger 
Melissa r s a n g 
Marljfea Brusse 
S i W i n g N g 
Karlne ~&erru6 
Cameron M c c ^ l l l 
owen schellenberger 

SPECIAL T H A N K S 
A very special thante you to a l l the U B C opera Ensemble students, past 

and present, who helped make this production possible! 
Thantes also to Martha Lou Henley charitable Foundation, the c>avld 

Spencer Endowment Encouragement Fund, the C h a n Family, the U B C 
School of Mus i c and s t a f f the Vancouver opera c^ulld, Dunbar Lumber, 

Diane's Llngerlejaccrues vert at the B a y , and the Vancouver opera 
Freddie Wood Theatre, Janet Blcteford, L y n n Bur ton . 



A NOTE ON OFFENBAC-H-

w h e n the curtail rose on the Prew.le.re o f orphee aux i n f e r s I n the 
t i n y B-ouffe—Parisiens theatre o n Oc t 2 1 , l g S F , It s i g n a l e d a n 
event as s i g n i f i c a n t I n the h i s to ry o f operetta as the open ing o f 
O k l a h o m a was to the development o f the A m e r i c a n m u s i c a l , TO 

g r a t i f y the pleasure s e e k i n g mood o f P a r i s unde r the s e c o n d E m -
pl re , jacques o f f enbach had created a new type o f m u s i c a l theatre 

character ized by w i t a n d charm, burlesque thatpofced f u n l i g h t l y 
a n d m u s i c tha t effervesced w i t h g a i e t y . The epitome o f these compo

nents , Qrphee, ranfes as a c l a s s i c I n n o v a t i o n a n d the f i r s t true 
operetta. The later Viennese operettas a n d the E n g l i s h school o f f i l 
bert a n d S u l l i v a n derived m u c h Insp i r a t ion f r o m o f f e n b a c h but 

none ever surf assed his b r i l l i a n t s y n t h e s i s o f s a t i r i c a l d r a m a a n d 

e n c h a n t i n g m u s i c . 

The F r a n c o - P r u s s i a n w a r brought about the end o f the s e c o n d 
Empi re - Offenbach 's popu l a r i t y began to wane, a n d at the same 
t ime , his health deteriorated. A f t e r a f i n a n c i a l l y d i sas t rous tou r of 
the u n i t e d s t a t e s he dr i f ted Into s ec lu s ion a n d began his o n l y at

tempt at grand of era, Les Contes d ' H o f f m a n n , wh ich remained u n 
f i n i s h e d a n d unorchestrated at his death. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g th i s 

great worfe, the operettas have secured a firm, hold o n the p u b l i c a n d , 
as we approach the 1 2 5 t h anniversary of his death (zoos), Offen

bach's irreverent and enchanting scores seem as accessible a n d v i t a l 

as ever. 
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Public opinion's costume graciously supplied by 

a c q u e s 
Located on the third -floor at the Bay downtown 

Of era Tea 
at 

feobsoi/v, Square 
J a n 2 3 

With 
the W B C opera ensemble 

For reservations 
Contact (<&<94) 222 5574 

A relaxing afternoon 
of 

opera excerpts 
accompanied by a 
delicious, pastry 

buffet, 
with 

coffee and a selection 
of teas In true 
English style. 

Jo in us for our Spring Production. 

BuQtv^t Oi/uegiiA, 

Composed by Tchaiteovstey 
director: Nancy Hermlston 

£}uest Conductor: Norbert Baxa 
Co-production with Theatre W.BC 

Chan Centre for the Performing Arts 
March: 3 ,4 ,5~ ,£ - 2 0 0 5 " @ gpm 

Sunday performance March 4 begins @ 3 pm 
Tickets available at Ttcfeetmaster 


