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The Chan Centre and UBC Opera present
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s

iz Grauberflote

‘Che Magic sFlute

Featuring the Vancouver Philharmonic Orchestra
Nancy Hermiston, Director
Richard Epp, Conductor

December 10, 12, 13, 2003, 8pm
December 14, 2003, 3pm




Act One

Prince Tamino is fleeing from a dragon and faints in terror. The
dragon is then killed by the Three Ladies, attendants of the Queen of the
Night. When Tamino awakes, the Three Ladies have disappeared. The
sound of panpipes announces the arrival of the bird catcher Papageno. He
claims that it was he who killed the dragon. The Three Ladies reappear,
padlock Papageno’s mouth as punishment for lying, and present Tamino
with a portrait of the Queen’s daughter, Pamina. Tamino falls instantly in
love with her. The Queen herself appears and urges Tamino to rescue her
daughter from the wicked Sarastro, who is holding her captive. The
reluctant Papageno is ordered to accompany Tamino. The Three Ladies
give Tamino a magic flute and Papageno a chime of magic bells to guard
them against dangers. The Three Spirits will guide and protect them.

In Sarastro’s palace, Pamina has failed in an attempt to escape.

- Monostatos, a servant of Sarastro, has recaptured her. Papageno has found
his way into the palace, where he comes face to face with Monostatos.
Equally terrified by the sight of one another, they flee. Papageno returns,
recognizes Pamina and tells her that Tamino has been sent to rescue her.

The Three Spirits lead Tamino into the temple, where he learns
from the Speaker that Sarastro is no-tyrant, as the Queen had maintained,
but a man of wisdom. Voices from the temple reassure Tamino that
Pamina is alive. In joyful anticipation, Tamino plays on his magic flute.
Wild beasts arrive. Papageno and Pamina hear the flute and set off to find
Tamino. Monastatos and his slaves try to recapture the fleeing pair, but
Papageno remembers his magic bells and their captors dance harmlessly
away. '

A fanfare announces the arrival of Sarastro. Pamina confesses to
him that she was running away from Monostatos, to which Sarastro replies
that the only reason he is holding her captive is to keep her from her
mother’s malign influence. Tamino is brought in as a captive by
Monostatos. Pamina and Tamino recognise and embrace each other.
Monostatos demands that they be punished, but Sarastro sends them away
to be purified before undergoing trials of initiation, and Monostatos is
punished in their place.

Act Two

Sarastro announces to the assembled priests that Tamino wishes
admission to their order. The gods have decreed that Pamina and Tamino
are destined for each other, but first they must undergo trials. Two priests




impose a vow of silence on Tamino and Papageno. The Three Ladies
appear and try to lure them back to the Queen. Tamino and Papageno
resist and the Ladies are banished by voices from within the temple.

In Sarastro’s palace, Monostatos finds Pamina sleeping and
desires to kiss her. The Queen of the Night arrives. She gives Pamina a
knife and orders her to kill Sarastro. Swearing vengence, the Queen
disappears. Monostatos has overheard everything and offers to carry out
the deed himself if Pamina repays him with her love. When she rejects
Monostatos, he tries to kill her. Sarastro intervenes and comforts Pamina.

The ordeals continue. Papageno is confronted by an old woman
who claims that she is his beloved, much to Papageno’s amusement. She
disappears and the Three Spirits arrive, returning the magic flute and bells
to Tamino and Papageno, as well as bringing them food and drink.
Tamino plays on the flute, which is heard by Pamina, who rushes in
joyously. Remembering his vow of silence, Tamino refuses to speak to her.
Pamina misinterprets Tamino’s silence, falls into despair and prepares to
take her own life. Sarastro sends Tamino away to procede with his
initiation. He and Pamina are commanded to bid each other a last
farewell. Grief-stricken, Pamina tries to kill herself. The Three Spirits
appear and reassure her that Tamino’s love is true.

A priest informs Papageno that he has been denied intiation.
Papageno, content to drink and be merry, expresses no regret. He receives
another visit from the old woman and, under threat of imprisonment,
agrees to be faithful to her. At that moment she reveals herself to be
Papagena: the woman of his dreams. Unfortunately, she is hurried away by
a priest before Papageno can embrace her.

Two armed guards stand at the entrance to the trials. Tamino is at
last joined by Pamina. She takes his hand, tells him to play the flute, and
leads him through the gates. Protected by the magic flute, they pass safely
through the trials of fire and water.

Papageno, lamenting the loss of Papagena, is about to hang
himself. The Three Spirits interrupt him and tell him that he can summon
his beloved with his magic bells. Papagena reappears.

Monastatos has joined the Queen of the Night and the Three
Ladies in a final attempt to undermine Sarastro. Their power, however, is
broken and thunder and lightning hurl them into darkness. Tamino and
Pamina are welcomed into the Temple of the Sun, and the forces of good
celebrate their triumph, while Papageno and Papagena experience the joys
of family life.
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UBC Opera Ensemble

Professor Nancy Hermiston and the UBC Opera Ensemble
completed a successful tour to the Czech Republic and Ontario this
past summer. Professor Hermiston directed a remount of the 2002
production of Massenet’s Manon with the Ensemble in Usti nad
Labem. In addition, the UBC Ensemble performed Mozart’s Die
Zauberflote with the Usti Theatre. Both productions will be seen in
the Chan Centre this season. Mr. Norbert Baxa, the conductor for
the two productions, as well as last year’s conductor of The
Bartered Bride, will return to lead Manon with renowned Czech
tenor Ales Briscein. While in Europe, the UBC Ensemble also
appeared in several different concerts with the Teplice Symphony.
As a special ending to their tour, they stopped off in Ontario where
they performed at the Westben Arts Festival. There they presented
Lehar’s The Merry Widow. In addition, they sang a concert of
operatic excerpts and toured several elementary schools with their
children’s show Opera Night in Canada. Graduates of the UBC
Opera Ensémble will be touring Saskatchewan in October and
November with this children’s show. The UBC Opera Ensemble’s

-performances in Ontario were so successful that they have been
invited back to present Die Zauberflote in the 2004 season.
Professor Hermiston will be directing both Die Zauberflite and
Manon at UBC, and will travel to Regina, Saskatchewan to direct
Rossini’s La Cenerentola for Opera Saskatchewan in February
before joining the Vancouver Opera to direct their production of
Verdi’s La Traviata in May. The UBC Opera Ensemble will return
to Usti in June of 2004 to mount a production of La Boheme,
which Professor Hermiston will direct, as well as a remount of the
Usti production of Eugene Onegin, lead by Czech director Martin
Otava.
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Viancouver Philharmonic Ovchestra

Celebrating its 40™ Anniversary this season, the Vancouver
Philharmonic Orchestra is a community orchestra offering five
concerts a year. The orchestra provides an opportunity for serious
amateur musicians to study and perform in the stimulating
environment of a full symphony. The orchestra currently works
under the baton of visiting conductor Juan Castelao. We are proud

to perform again with the UBC Opera Ensemble.
' Please join us for our upcoming concerts in 2004. The February
21* concert will feature soprano Rosalind Beale-Dala in a
composition by Cameron Wilson, commissioned by the orchestra in
memory of Wallace Leung, our Music Director from 1996- 2002
Dvorak’s 6™ Symphony will also be performed.

On April 3%, we will present Schubert’s 5" Symphony and
Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto with soloist, Paul Luchkow.

The concert May 29" will end our season with the “Linz”
symphony by Mozart and cellish Carina Reeves, perfoming the Elgar
Cello Concerto.

These concerts will all be at Shaughnessy Heights United
Church, 1550 West 33" Avenue, Vancouver.

For more information call (604) 878 9989, or check our website

at www.vcn.be.ca./vpo



http://www.vcn.bc.ca./vpo
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Please join us for our upcoming performances:

Opera Tea

Sunday February 1, 2004
2 pm
UBC @ Robson Square

$17 /%12
Call (604) 822-5574 to reserve

Massenet’s Manon

A co-production with UBC Theatre
sung in French with English surtitles

March 4, 5, 6, 2004
8 pm
. March 7, 2004
3 pm
The Chan Centre
$20 adults / $14 students and seniors

Tickets available at ticketmaster (604) 280-3311, on-line at

www.ticketmaster.ca, or in person at the Chan Centre Ticket Office.



http://www.ticketmaster.ca
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