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A B S T R A C T 

This thesis involves the study of the evolution of the domestic plan from a select number of 
representative Greek cities located in the Roman province of Achaia and the region of Epeiros, 
which was incorporated within the boundaries of Achaia between 27 B C and the early 2nd century 
A C . In this project I present and analyze similarities or divergences in plan, construction techniques 
and adornment of the domestic unit within each city. I document the intrusion of Roman elements 
into the Hellenic plan. And last, I draw conclusions based on factors that include the status of the 
city or its relationship with Rome, and the origins of a city's inhabitants. Evidence suggests that in 
some centres the prevailing Greek courtyard house (with or without peristyle) of the Hellenistic 
period was supplanted by the Italian-type domus, while additional western influences were also 
identified in floor pavements, wall decoration and furnishings. 
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INTRODUCTION 

"Take heed, for although the house now truly 
appears to be in ruins you can raise these 

humble remains to a majestic edifice." 
Aeschylus (Choeophoroi, 262-264) 

Aeschylus' statement transcends time. These words, taken from a different context and 

chronological frame, can be applied to one of the most intriguing and, until recently, neglected 

periods of Greek history, the Roman; Indeed from the havoc that befell Hellas during the civil wars 

of the Republic there arose within the sphere of domestic architecture edifices of grandeur. It is to 

these edifices that I wish to turn my attention in the proceeding chapters. 

Roman Greece, like other areas of the Roman world, was distinguished by its cosmopolitan 

character. It became an international cultural koine distinguished by many cities in which diverse 

ethnic groups resided. Such an environment fostered an intermingling of ideas within the areas of 

religion, philosophy, culture, art and last, architecture. The results of this amalgamation became 

manifest to a varying degree in the private sphere. Political, economic and social forces played a 

dynamic role in the design and adornment of these private edifices which are an expression of the 

age of individualism, an age in which attention was centred on the individual and on the ostentatious 

display of personal wealth which served to commemorate the owner, and at the same time 

monumentalize his domestic surroundings.1 

'Bodel (1997) 17-8. 
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The domestic architecture of Roman Greece, however, receives little or no mention in books 

on classical architecture and is virtually non-existent in any discussion of ancient Greece, despite it 

being perhaps one of the most rewarding topics in the field of Greek archaeological research today. 

It is, therefore, this lacuna that I hope to begin to eliminate with this study. 

Only in the past three decades has the scholarly world finally shed the last vestiges of 

Renaissance attitudes towards the study of antiquity that evolved around "the theory of growth and 

decay of cultures."2 These attitudes are prevalent in Winckelmann's work The History of Art in 

Antiquity? which identified the Roman period as one of imitation and decline, devoid of original 

works: "The history of art (sc. in antiquity) must teach us that origin, growth, change and decline of 

art together with the various types of peoples, periods and artists, and it must prove these 

propositions, as far as possible, with the help of the remaining monuments in antiquity."4 

It was under this umbrella of thought that archaeologists in the past hurried through the 

archaeological strata to reach the Golden Age of monumental art and architecture, the classical era. 

hi this frantic search for the 'important' material, the humble dwelling had no place. Often domestic 

remains were destroyed and not even acknowledged especially those of the Roman period.5 Yet it 

2Brendel(1979) 18. 

3 Winckelmann (1764). 

4 Translated by Brendel (1979) 20-1. 

5 Dorpfeld, (1894) 504, excavating in the area south of the Areopagus did not pay much attention to the 
houses, but concentrated on the public works, hydraulic installations and sanctuaries, Thompson (1966) 51; at 
Pergamon archaeologist focused on the public structures, whereas domestic architecture (Hellenistic) was 
excavated by chance and only mentioned briefly, Wulf-Rheidt (1998) 300-1; at Knossos, on the other hand, 
for Sir A. Evans, Bronze Age remains were the primary focus, while Greek and Roman strata were cleared 
away with little or no mention; no detailed information was available on the Classical, Hellenistic or Roman 
settlements in the area of the Unexplored Mansion at Knossos, where the Germans excavated in 1942 and 
revealed the outline of the Roman period North House and, in general, "comparatively little had been 
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is to these remains that Roman social historians must turn today in order to acquire a better 

understanding of the environment within which people, both the less fortunate as well as the more 

affluent, interacted and laboured for their livelihood. These domestic remains i f carefully analyzed 

can, perhaps, shed light on the various ethnic groups and social classes that existed within a given 

city. The domestic plans, wall paintings, floor pavements and household finrnshings reflect not 

only the economic status of the owner but often reveal their pastimes, interests, religious affiliations, 

and at times even their place of origin. These artifacts thereby provide a vibrant image, albeit not 

complete, of everyday life in the ancient world and of individuals whose names were never 

immortalized in the records of antiquity. 

This body of evidence I have chosen to study and analyze according to site and to present in 

five chapters. I deal primarily with the cities of Athens, Corinth, Sparta, Patras and the region of 

Epeiros with a focus on Nikopolis. In each section I begin with a brief historical introduction to the 

site and define the chronological limits, the origins of the population and the city's economic and 

cultural significance. I provide a brief description of the Roman period city where possible; I stress 

the importance of the neighbourhood and the relationship between the dwelling and other structures 

within the city. A study of the architecture of the domestic units follows, in which I discuss the 

building techniques, wall paintings, floor pavements and domestic furnishings. In each chapter I 

analyze the similarities or divergences of house plans within the city itself. I draw conclusions 

based on factors that include the status of the city or its relationship with Rome, and the origins of a 

city's inhabitants. Furthermore, I document the appearance of Roman domestic elements into the 

local house plans. In many instances it has become evident that the prevailing Greek courtyard 

published from any part of the post-Minoan town," Sackett (1992) vii. 
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house (with or without peristyle) of the Hellenistic period was 'threatened' in some poleis by the 

intrusion of the Italian-type domus.6 Ironically, this practice occurs at a time when the west had 

begun to lose interest in the so-called traditional Roman domus, as described by Vitruvius, in favour 

of the peristyle and insula units.7 And finally in my concluding chapter I compare and contrast the 

information amassed for each site and provide a comprehensive overview of domestic architecture 

in Roman Greece. 

The examination of such an assemblage, however, poses many challenges. Several issues 

need to be addressed and clarified. Among these are the chronological and geographical limits of 

this study, the problems associated with the selection process of sites, and the present state of 

knowledge and availability of both ancient and modem sources. Despite these drawbacks sufficient 

material evidence does exist that enables us to generate a cohesive and informative presentation. 

First on the list to be examined are chronological limits of the Roman period which vary 

from city to city and province to province. Traditionally, the Battle of Actium was taken as the 

pivotal point (a conventional date) in the study of history, art and architecture. According to this 

6 The design and plan of Greek dwellings was not uniform. The focal point of most Greek dwellings was 
the courtyard but the arrangement and function of rooms around this courtyard varied from site to site and 
within a city itself, as at Olynthos, Cahill (2002) 82, 84. At Petres, on the other hand, the veranda house was 
popular and courtyard was absent, Adam-Veleni (1996) 9-10. During the late Classical period ca. 400 B C the 
peristyle appeared in Athens and became popular during the Hellenistic period throughout Greece, Walter-
Karyde (2002) 23-7; the traditional Roman domus is characterized by the atrium with impluvium that was the 
focal point of the household, accessed through a Vestibule. The cubiculae, alae and tablinum were areas that 
surrounded the atrium and served different functions. 

7 Wallace-Hadrill, (1997) 221ff, points out that the traditional view of the typical Italian Republican 
dwelling with atrium and impluvium, compluviate roof, alae, tablinun and fauces all in alignment, is a 
misconception. The row houses (courtyard dwellings) from Pompeii, the houses of Cosa and other 
Pompeian dwellings (i.e. Casa delle Forme di Creta) originally had a central open courtyard (not a roofed 
atrium). The drainage systems found beneath the later atrium pavements suggest an earlier uncovered 
central courtyard subsequently replaced by a roofed atrium with impluvium. 
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chronological reckoning, in 30 B C the Hellenistic period abruptly ends and the Roman period 

Q 

emerges. On the other hand, Alcock in her work Graecea Capta, has challenged this view and 

argues for a diverse chronological system, in which the starting point for each province is set 

according to the moment of Roman intervention into Greek affairs. In the study of domestic 

architecture, however, both of these systems have their weak points and cannot be applied to this 

area of research. The reason is that each city or area of study is unique, and therefore the starting 

point for the Roman period differs not only from province to province, but also from city to city. 

This chronological diversity is often directly associated with various political factors. The 

beginning of the Roman period in Athens, for example, is reckoned according to the destruction of 

the city by Sulla in 86 B C , 9 for Corinth the establishment of the Roman colony in 44 B C marked the 

starting point, while for Nikopolis the Battle of Actium, in 31 B C . From an archaeological point of 

view, these political boundaries seem to coincide with a break in the continuity of the traditional 

design and adornment of the Hellenic domestic unit. Changes, for example, range from very subtle 

developments, such as an increase in the size of dwellings, to more radical additions that often 

include the intrusion of foreign Roman elements like the atrium/impluvium courtyard. 

At the other end of the chronological time frame the cut-off point for this study is the 

Herulian invasion of A D 267. Although not all, Greek cities suffered from these so-called "barbaric' 

attacks, the second half of the 3rd century A C , in general, was a period of havoc. This turmoil was 

instigated not only by invading northern tribes (Heruli, Goths and Gauls), but also by a general 

economic decline as reflected in most cities by the closure of the mints during the time of Gordian 

8 Alcock (1993). 

9 Scholarly opinion is divided, Romanists take the Augustan period as the starting point while Hellenistic 
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II. 1 0 Within this time frame the reign of Hadrian marked a pivotol point in the evolution of 

domestic architecture. There is a marked increase in personal luxury that is reflected in the size, 

plans and adornment of dwellings. Consequently, Athens, Corinth, Patras, Sparta and Nikopolis are 

divided into two Roman periods. The first extends from ca the second half of the 1st century B C to 

the early 2nd century A C , and the second from the Hadrianic period to A D 267. For the other cities 

of Epeiros a third period is introduced, which begins after the Battle of Pydna in 168 B C and the 

incorporation of the region into the Roman province of Macedonia in 146 B C , and ends with the 

Battle of Actium in 31 B C . The division of the second and third Roman periods of these cities 

corresponds, more or less, to those of the other Hellenic sites.11 The choice of these specific 

chronological markers is based primarily on political events, such as the foundation of a colony 

(Patras, Corinth) or the general economic revival of the Hadrianic era, that appear to have 

influenced local domestic plans and adornment.12 

Within these chronological boundaries I have chosen to concentrate my thesis on the 

Hellenic cities of the mainland which fall within the Roman provinces of Achaia and Epeiros in 

order to trace the development and evolution of the Greek domestic unit into Roman times.1 3 The 

scholars prefer the Sullan date see, Rotroff (1997) 97. 

1 0 The Gauls attacked Philippopolis in A D 251, Apostolides (1942) 252; the Goths struck Plotinopolis in 
the 3rd century, spreading destruction to other Thracian cities, perhaps Abdera also, Skarlatidou (1988) 114. 

1 1 In 27 BC Epeiros becomes part of the Roman province of Achaia, a period which lasted to the early 2nd 
century A C , while the third period ends with the invasions of the Goths and Heruli. 

1 2 Details for each site/area are discussed in the beginning of each chapter. 

1 3 Epeiros during the early imperial period (27 BC to early 2nd century AC) was incorporated into the 
Roman province of Achaia, as was the area of Thessaly which in the early 2nd century became part of the 
province of Macedonia (Pl.la-b), Eck (1976) 18-9, 58-9. 
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selection of cities depended upon the availability of information and the excavations conducted; for 

instance, houses of Roman Delphi were not included in this study for they have not as yet been 

excavated, while centres such as Megara, Peiraeus, Argos, etc., did not have sufficient remains or 

detailed reports.14 Areas, on the other hand, with limited Roman domestic remains and/or brief 

accounts in the reports (Gytheon, Eleusis, Megara), or unidentifiable house plans (Argos), were 

incorporated into the first four main chapters (Athens, Corinth, Patras and Sparta).1 5 Furthermore, 

other sites excluded are the cities of the Greek islands (Kos, Delos, Thera etc.) for they belong to the 

Roman province of Asia Minor, as well as the cities of Thrace and Macedonia. 1 6 Due to the sheer 

volume of the material they will be presented in a future independent study. And finally, where 

possible I have attempted to provide a cross-section of cities of varying political status — civitas 

libera, colonia, stipendaria (PI. lc)— in order to determine whether the status of a city influenced in 

anyway the layout of the domestic unit. 

This exercise has proven to be challenging, given the present state of knowledge and 

availability of sources. For some sites (e.g. Patras) the bulk of information was extracted from brief 

reports of salvage excavation provided by the Greek Archaeological Service, or from the 

preliminary reports published by the Greek Archaeological Society in the TIpmaiKa zrjg 

1 4 The visible domestic remains of Roman Delphi belong to the 5th century A C , information provided by 
Dr. Robert Weir. 

1 5 Most secondary sites with mosaic pavements or identifiable domestic plans have been included into the 
four main chapters, for example, the floor mosaic from Korone is discussed in the chapter on Sparta, the 
villas of Herodes Atticus at Kephesia, Marathon and Eva (Thyreatis) were incorporated into the chapter on 
Athens; for a list of these sites see, Appendix, 37-44, 60-9 (henceforth 'Appendix' will be abbreviated to 
'App'.); ideally, perhaps a future chapter on these less known or poorly represented locations is required, but 
time limitations did not permit such a venture in this thesis. 

1 6 Crete, on the other hand, is an independent Roman province along with Cyrenaica. 
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'ApxaioAoyiKrjg 'Exaipeiaq, IJAE (i.e. Kassope). For other cities, like Patras and Sparta, papers 

delivered at symposia proved to be most useful,1 7 while detailed preliminary reports for Athens and 

Corinth were provided by the American School of Classical Studies in Athens. 1 8 And last, the only 

published book to date on a Roman period dwelling in Greece is the Roman Villa at Corinth by T. 

L . Shear (Sr.) that appeared in 1930.1 9 This volume focuses on the mosaics of the villa, by 

providing excellent plates and descriptions, but has little to say about the layout of the villa that was 

poorly excavated to begin with. 

The study of Roman period domestic architecture in Greece poses numerous other 

challenges. In cities where modem occupation exists - i. e. Patras, Sparta, parts of ancient Corinth 

and Athens, i f one excludes the Agora excavations — complete house plans do not exist and ancient 

housing can only be studied through brief and incomplete reports of salvage excavation. In these 

cases dimensions, plans and photographs are often not provided. Wall or floor decorations are 

acknowledged but with inadequate descriptions or none at all. Small finds and domestic furnishings 

are collectively listed, although not all, at the end of a report but their find spot is not recorded, 

while specific dates are also not provided. Only a broad Roman period' or 'Late Roman period' 

assessment is indicated since no detailed studies of the ceramic and minor objects — except for 

20 
Petropoulos' recent publication on the lamps of Roman Patras — have been published. 

1 7 Especially in the case of Sparta, since the Ephoreia of Sparta did not always submit annual reports. 

1 8 Dr. Barbara Tsakirgis from Vanderbilt University is currently working on the publication of Athenian 
housing. 

1 9 Shear, Sr. (1930). 

2 0 Petropoulos (1999). 
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Other obstacles include both the ancient and modern destructions of Roman edifices that 

have taken place at various epochs. At Sparta, for example, the 'Late Roman' villas constructed in 

the Mesoa district almost completely eradicated the earlier, Roman period domestic buildings. In 

more recent times, in the 19th and early 20th centuries, amateurs and archaeologists alike 

contributed to the destruction of sites by the absence or inadequacy of scientific excavation 

procedures and the swift pace with which these structures were conducted. The Lechaion Villa at 

Corinth, for instance, was excavated within a month, in 1894, by a Corinthian land magnate, 

Theophanes Rentes. Nothing was published and the artifacts that were unearthed were either left at 

the site or taken to his residence. Likewise, official archaeological expeditions often destroyed 

Roman levels in their eagerness to reach an earlier stratum, and they frequently neglected to record 

these remains. Or at best, they merely acknowledged them within a line or two. 2 1 In Dorpfeld's 

excavations along the South Slope of the Areopagus the Roman houses — and houses in general — 

as already mentioned above, received less attention since the focus of the expedition was centred on 

the sanctuaries and the hydraulic installations of the area. For this reason, the Roman period 'House 

of Aristodemos' was believed to have been constructed in the square of the Enneakrounos, a famous 

Athenian fountain house, but in actual fact Dorpfeld's Enneakrounos was merely a private 

22 

dwelling. 

Problems continue to plague the field of archaeological research to this day. The discovery 

of ancient remains in a construction site of a modem city is a classic example of a potential 

nightmare for both the archaeologist and owner of the plot, whether it be public or private. In this 

21 Supra 2-3, n.5. 

2 2 Dorpfeld (1885) 161 ff; Thompson (1966) 51, 
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case the archaeologist is pressured into excavating the remains as swiftly as possible, while on the 

other hand the owner of the plot, in order to avoid delays in construction, may refrain from reporting 

the findings, thereby destroying or covering up the antiquities. Salvage excavations have further 

drawbacks. Plans derived from such investigations — from Athens, Patras, Corinth, Ambrakia, etc. -

- are fragmentary and therefore provide an incomplete picture of the overall residential plan. 

Moreover, once the remains are back-filled the evidence is lost beneath the foundations of modern 

buildings and cannot be re-examined. 

One last issue to be dealt with in this chapter, concerns the terminology often used in various 

archaeological reports or research papers to describe temporal phases or terms pertaining to 

domestic units, or construction techniques: atrium, impluvium, 'Roman period, late Roman period,' 

or opus reticulatum, etc. These terms are at times applied incorrectly. The words atrium and 

impluvium, for example, are used to identify the Late Hellenistic peristyle courtyard houses of 

Delos; 2 3 however, I am very sceptical about this identification since a cistern beneath the court does 

not necessarily imply that above lay an impluvium.24 Moreover, the word atrium (a reception hall) 

and the Greek word aithrion (an area open to the sky) appear to be synonymous in the 

archaeological reports. The term aithrion, in fact, is frequently used to identify both the courtyards 

Chamonard, (1922-24) 113, uses the term impluvium for the courtyard area, the area defined by the 
colonnade beneath which was a cistern; however, the only true example of a 'proper impluvium' at Delos is 
House I D of the Stadium Quarters, idem 117; according to Papageorgiou-Venetas (1982) 343, the peristyle 
houses at Delos are a variant of the Italian atrium house known from Pompeii and Herculaneum, while the 
mosaic floors of the open courtyards are identified as impluvia; as discussed with Dr. Monika Trumper, she 
also applies the terms atria units with impluvia, to certain Delian houses. 

2 4 Most Delian units were simple courtyard homes with a cistern beneath the courtyard on account of the 
island's water shortage. 
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of Greek dwellings, especially those of the Roman period, and also the atrium dwellings (i. e. 

Ambrakia, Patras). A classic example of this confusion is displayed in the report of the 

atrium/impluvium villa at Eleusis. In Kourouniotes', (1936) 34-40, report the dwelling is described 

as a courtyard structure, whereas Mylonas', (1961) 183, uses the term atrium; matters can become 

even more complex when the paved court of a Hellenistic house is identified as an atrium?6 In 

addition to these problems, it is often difficult without the remains of the superstructure "to 

distinguish between an atrium and a peristyle."27 As a rule of thumb, however, the peristyle 

courtyard is distinguished from the peristyle atrium unit based on the ratio of covered to open 

space.28 The porticoes in the atrium take up a much larger floor space while the reverse occurs in a 

peristyle house where the greatest amount of floor space is assigned to the open courtyard.2 9 

As for the terms Roman period' and 'Late Roman period,' these are used to provide an 

approximate date for unpublished sites where no chronological limits have been assigned. The 

Roman phase could, therefore, cover a period of up to three centuries, while the 'Late Roman period' 

is commonly applied to the post-Herulian era, from the second half of the 3rd and into the 4th 

centuries. 

2 5 For example, the structures at Niketa 26-30 and Karatza 8, AA 30 (1975) were identified as houses with 
aithria and a reservoir (dexamene), whereas in the Archaeological Reports, Catling (1983-84) 30, as atria 
with impluvia. 

2 6 Catling (1985-86) 19, reports that "on Dogani, part of an H L house was uncovered including its paved 
court (atrium) with bottle-shaped cistern in one comer." 

2 7 Ellis (2000) 29. 

2 8 George (1998) 95,n.51. 

2 9 George (1998) 95. 
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And last, concerning the Roman period building techniques, terms such as opus quasi-

reticulatum, opus reticulatum and opus mixtum are used to define wall-types which in appearance 

resemble their western counterparts; however, the materials and techniques used differ widely. The 

opus reticulatum walls at Patras, for example, were composed of bricks that appear to be embedded 

in a thick mortar which created a frame around each brick piece or were framed by tiles, whereas 

in the west, cut stone, neatly fitted, faced a cement core (PI. 73 b). As for the core of the wall, a 

local yellow mortar mixed with stone rubble was employed, instead of cement.31 Furthermore, the 

term opus mixtum was used in Italy to define a wall facing of alternating bands of reticulate and 

brick work that covered a cement core. In Greece, however, and in the east in general, this term is 

applied to walls of alternating bands of stone with a mortared rubble core, and brick layers that 

covered the entire width of the wall. 3 2 

The numerous challenges and problems that researchers are confronted with when 

attempting to study and publish a site can not all be presented within the limits of this brief 

introduction. Only a select few of the major issues that will be discussed in detail within this thesis 

were introduced. It is, therefore, perhaps appropriate at this pointhaving defined our objectives and 

These observations were deduced from the photographs provided in the reports; from a tomb 
monument on Hermou 85-87, it appears that tiles were used to frame the stones of a wall constructed in 
the opus quasi-reticulatum technique, AA 34 (1979) 136, pi. 38 b; unfortunately, the reports of salvage 
excavations commonly mention the construction technique and not the materials employed. I have only 
been able to find one reference, from a peribolos tomb, AA 49 (1994) 224, pi. 71 d, that mentions the 
materials, which in this case were bricks and mortar (kourasani). From plate, 71 d, it appears that 
sections of brick were pressed into the mortar creating a frame around each brick. 

3 1 Patras, AA 50 (1995) 201; for yellow mortar at Einardou 30 A and Pantokratoros 81 Strs., at Patras see, 
AA 50 (1995) 199. 

3 2 Dodge (1987) 108. 
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challenges and having presented the problems associated with this field of study to turn our 

attention to the domestic assemblages of Roman Greece. 
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C H A P T E R 

A T H E N S 

"If you have not seen Athens you are a clod. 
If you have seen her without being enchanted you are an ass. 

If you are pleased yet leave her—a pack animal. 
This Greek city is like a rose, 

containing both fragrance and unpleasantness."1 

Athens under Roman rule was acknowledged as a civitas libera et foederata, a status and 

honour that she retained throughout the Roman period.2 This title was suspended only for a short 

period of time between 86-84 B C when she failed to support Rome during the Mithridatic wars.3 

The partial destruction of the city by Sullan forces in 86 B C , therefore, marks a pivotal point in the 

long history of Athenian domestic architecture.4 It symbolizes the end of the Hellenistic phase and 

heralds the beginning of the Roman era. During this period Athens became the cultural capital of 

the Roman world and enjoyed the prestige and endowments granted to her by her philhellenic 

benefactors. 

Archaeological evidence indicates that the construction, remodelling, and revamping of 

Athenian dwellings coincides with the city's two major periods of economic growth, cultural 

prosperity and public building activity: the Augustan/Julio-Claudian and the Hadrianic/Antonine 

1 A quote from a lost 5th century comedy by Lysippus, of Rhodes mentioned by Herakleides Kritikos, in 
FHG H. pp. 255-6; translation by Truesdell Brown (1965) 261, n. 1. 

2 Strabo (9.1.20) points out that from Sulla to his time it was a free city; see also Accame (1946) 77-8. 

3 Geagan (1979) 373-4. 

4 For the destruction of Athens see Appian (Mithridatic Wars, 38); see also, supra 5-6, n. 9. 
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periods.5 The first Roman phase, therefore, can be assigned to the period between 86 B C and the 

beginning of the 2nd century A C , while the second phase commences in the early 2nd century and 

ends with the Herulian invasion of A D 267. Conveniently, this final date coincides with the closure 

of the Athenian mint during the reign of Gallienus (AD 264-267).6 

The economic havoc that followed the Sullan invasion and the civil wars, in general, 

crippled Athens financially down to the Augustan period and beyond.7 According to Plutarch, 

Octavian, after sailing to Athens and "reconciling himself with the Hellenes, ...distributed to the 

cities the grain left over from the war; for the cities were faring wretchedly and had been plundered 

o 

of money, slaves, and beasts of burden," (Antony 68). Permission to mint her own coinage was 

granted under Augustus, but only bronze coins were minted that circulated locally, within Attica. 9 

This rather bleak economic situation continued into the 1st century A C as revealed by the decline in 

5 Geagan, (1979) 379-80, however, rightly points out that the supposed Augustan prosperity of the 
city, a theory supported by Day (1973) 169-7, is misleading for it was based on the building activity and 
dedications that were erected by foreigners and not by local inhabitants; based on the literary works of 
Virgil and Plutarch, Lamberton (1997) 152-3, 158, distinguishes two periods of Romanization, a 
Hellenistic/Augustan and a Hadrianic one. 

6 On the Romanization of Athenian coinage see, Kroll (1997) 135-50. 

7 Geagan, (1979) 374-5, points out that Athens was forced to sell the island of Salamis, the Laureion silver 
mines were exhausted and silver coin production ceased, the city also faced a food shortage, idem 378, and 
according to Cassius Dio (53.7), Augustus took away its right to sell citizenship which was an important 
source of public revenue, idem 379. 

8 Geagan, (1979) 378, points out that the evidence of tesserae found in the agora confirm Athens' share in 
the distribution of grain. 

9 Geagan (1979) 379; Day (1973) 137; included among the foreign benefactions during this period were, 
the Roman Agora by Augustus and repair of monuments (IG II 2 1035), the Odeion by Agrippa, and 
dedications by Herod of Judea who was honoured with statues of which only the bases survive, Geagan 
(1979)379-80, 382. 
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civic life, the abandonment of sanctuaries and monuments, and the disappearance of small farms 

that became part of large estates.10 

Domestic remains from this period provide an equally desolate picture. Following the sack 

of Sulla, for example, not all neighbourhoods were rebuilt. Certain areas were filled in and 

abandoned for an extended period of time,1 1 while others were immediately rebuilt, at times on a 

more lavish scale, as observed in the neighbourhood south of the Areopagus. The areas 

abandoned were often the ones that lay in the path of Sulla's forces. The invasion must have left 

many families financially devastated, while the slaughter that ensued left fewer citizens alive to deal 

with the re-occupation of demolished residences. This incident no doubt had a significant impact 

on property ownership (land tenure). Neighbourhoods left desolate, for example, provided the 

1 0 Geagan, (1979) 385, observes that the sanctuary of Amphiaraos at Oropos is no longer mentioned in the 
records, and the annual list of prytaneis ceased after Augustus; the gardens at the temple of Hephaistos were 
neglected some time after the reign of Nero, Burr Thompson (1937) 411. 

1 1 In the area south of the Acropolis, at Dionysiou Areopagitou and Propylaion, Classical and Hellenistic 
domestic remains were abandoned and the site was not reoccupied until late Roman times (ca 300 years later) 
with the construction of a large villa, AA 24 (1969) 32-7, fig. 1, #13, pis. 40-1; in the Industrial District of 
Athens post-Sullan construction seems to have been limited while general rebuilding of the area did not occur 
until the 1st century A C and in many cases not until the 2nd, as for example along the south slope of the Hill 
of the Nymphs, Thompson (1948) 169; houses P and Q replaced the Poros building in the 1st century BC, 
according to Young (1951) 183, but the evidence for this date is not provided. 

1 2 For example, the House of Aristodemos see, Thompson (1966) 52. 

1 3 Appian (Mithridatic Wars, 38) informs us that "Sulla ordered an indiscriminate massacre not sparing 
women or children...he allowed the soldiers to plunder (the city)...(he) sold the slaves...(and) to the freemen 
who had escaped the slaughter of the previous night, a very small number, he promised their liberty"; there is 
some dispute about the amount of destruction that took place in Athens. Camp, (2001) 184, points out that 
"the city was taken, it was plundered, and many people were killed, but there is no clear evidence of the 
deliberate or systematic destruction of buildings as occurred in Peiraieus." 
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opportunity for the more affluent survivors, Italian negotiator es, or other foreigners to acquire larger 

parcels of land and adjoining property in order to establish a residence on a grandiose scale.1 4 

A case in point are the houses along the S E slopes of the Hil l of the Nymphs that were 

destroyed by Sulla, and not rebuilt until the 2nd century A C . 1 5 The house at D . Areopagitou and 

Propylaion Strs. (south of the Areopagus), which witnessed continuous occupation from Classical to 

Hellenistic times, suffered the same fate and was buried beneath subsequent landslides. Habitation 

in this area did not appear until Late Antiquity with the erection of a large Roman villa at the site.16 

On the other hand, domestic assemblages that were left unscathed by Sulla's wrath have 

been excavated south of the Areopagus, where Classical and Hellenistic domestic structures 

survived into Roman times. The House of the Greek Mosaic and that of the Parrot Mosaic, for 

example, retain their original Hellenistic walls and plans, and even their original fourth- century 

17 

pebble mosaic floors. 

A major frrrning point in Athenian socio-political and economic history occurred in the 

second Roman phase, at the beginning of the 2nd century, with Hadrian's first visit to Athens in A D 

Hoff, (1988) 44-5, points out that epigraphic evidence suggests that there was a substantial number of 
negotiatores, i. e. members of the Cornelii, Flaminii, Granii, Licinii and Popillii families, that had fled from 
Delos to Athens. Furthermore, concerning the "...renewed economic prosperity in the years around 50 B. C." 
which came to a halt with the civil wars in 49 B. C. see, idem 47; Alcock (1993) 76; the presence of 
foreigners is also attested by a Latin inscription, probably funerary, found in the so-called 'gymnasium' in 
Hadrian's city, Philios' (1889) 16; see also IG II2 3426 from Athens, in which the Stallii are mentioned, Sherk 
(1984) 50. 

1 5 Thompson (1948) 169. 

16 AA 24 (1969) 13, 37; the house beneath the House of Proclus, South of the Acropolis, was left 
unoccupied until the 3rd century, Meliades (1955) 46-47. 

17 Andron walls are of massive orthostates that date to ca 300 BC, and both houses have androns with 
vestibules. The pebble mosaic in the andron of the House of the Greek Mosaic was retained, whereas in the 
House of the Parrot Mosaic a new floor mosaic was laid in the 2nd century A C , Thompson and Wycherley 
(1972)185. 
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112/113. Later as emperor, Hadrian among other things revamped Athens' financial administration, 

reduced tax burdens, established endowments and provided money for prytaneis. Furthermore, he 

instituted and revived the various annual festivals to the extent that the city "was guaranteed an 

annual influx of poets and musicians, orators and athletes to compete as well as men of means and 

18 

culture to be spectators." 

B y the fourth century A C , as documented in the EXSPOSITIO TOTIUS MUNDI ET 

GENTIUM. 52, Athens was acknowledged as a city that had amassed all "the centres of higher 

learning and ancient historical monuments."19 She, perhaps, was one of a few cities that harboured 

an elite population, comprised primarily of intellectuals. Athens' claim to fame as an educational 

centre, though, has its roots in the Classical and Hellenistic era. B y the early early Roman period 

her reputation as a peaceful city with multiple centres of learning and as a retreat for the private 

pursuit of philosophy is demonstrated in Horace's account: 

"A man of ability who has chosen peaceful Athens for his abode and devoted seven years to study 
and has grown old amidst books and the serious study of philosophy generally turns out more 
taciturn than a statue and makes the people's sides shake with laughter" (Epistulae n, ii, 81-86). 

The refurbishment and expansion of these educational centres, however, occurred during Hadrian's 

reign at a time when imperial support was at its peak and the economy flourished. 

The 2nd century, therefore, was heralded as the 'Golden Age' of Roman Athens, but sadly 

enough it is the age in which we know the least concerning the domestic architecture of the city. 

The spacious peristyle houses of the 2nd century, identified along the slopes of the Hill of the 

1 8 Geagan (1979) 398; Day (1973) 194; for Hadrian's favouritism and contributions to Athens and in 
general to Achaia see, Mitchell (1987) 23-5. 

1 9 "Athenas vero <studia et> historias antiquas...," translation in Oliver (1980) 75-81. 

2 0Frantze/a/. (1988) 45. 
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Nymphs, are vestiges of this economic growth and prosperity. Indeed, the dwellings, baths, 

fountain houses and gymnasia erected to create the new city of Hadrian must have surpassed their 

Classical and Hellenistic predecessors in both design and adornment, but little is know of them 

91 

except for scattered wall remains and mosaic pavements. 

From this brief introductory account it is evident that Roman Athens displays a 

conglomeration of domestic plans and adornments originating from various epochs. The old and 

new co-exist to form an eclectic union that reflects the intricate and complex evolution of Athenian 
99 . . . 

social history. This era therefore is characterized by eclecticism in domestic architecture both in 

spatial design and in building materials. 

The study of these Athenian edifices, however, is hindered by the absence of sufficient 

remains. This scarcity is in part due not only to the modem occupation of the city but also to the 

tendency of excavators, in the early years of archaeological activity, to place a greater emphasis on 

public monuments and ignore the more humble remains of private architecture. Even the limited 

material unearthed was not properly recorded, not to mention the fact that domestic remains of the 

Roman period at that time were not considered worthy of a detailed study. Consequently, 

publications of housing are limited and more often than not mere references were made to their 

discoveries.23 

2 1 Judeich (1931) 381; Philios (1889) 8; Rousopoulos (1862) 150-1. 

2 2 Cicero (ad Familiar es, 13. 1. 3-4) in 51 BC while writing to his friend Memmius, who was sent into 
exile in Athens in 52 BC, asked him not to demolish what remained of Epicurus' house. 

2 3 Roman houses were also found in the Varvakeion Plateia, Lange (1980) 371; in the SE slopes of the Hill 
of the Nymphs (App. 13, 20), along the north slope of the Areopagus (App. 21), south of the Areopagus 
(App. 6), in the area of Hadrian's Library (App. 22), AA 45 (1990) 16, the Zappeion region (App. 14), also 
north of the Olympieion (App. 19), on the south slopes of the Acropolis (App. 17) and near the Dipylon gate 
(App. 14); in addition, Roman floor mosaics belonging perhaps to domestic units were discovered NW of the 
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Continuous occupation of dwellings can also complicate matters, particularly when one 

attempts to distinguish the various chronological phases of remodelling and rebuilding. A dwelling, 

therefore, may have been used for centuries and could very well have kept its basic Classical or 

Hellenistic shell, enhanced only by Roman period remodelling. 2 4 Or, i f completely destroyed, 

edifices erected over the remains often followed earlier plans or even incorporated previous 

remains.2 5 Only the sack of Sulla and the Herulian invasions disturbed the continuity of the site.26 

Despite these various issues and limitations that must be taken into consideration, a general and 

comprehensive overview of the domestic plans and decoration of Roman Athens is feasible. 

Metropolis, according to Dorpfeld (1889) 415, as well as near the street which led to the Frankish cemetery 
and the Ilissos river, just outside the Royal Gardens, and in the Plaka area, Rousopoulos (1862) 150; for 
detailed bibliographical information of fragmentary remains see, App. 22-36. 

2 4 Housing block north of the Areopagus (App. 7), Thompson, (1959) 102, continued occupation into 
Roman times; see also, Shear, Jr., (1997) 521-8, figs. 8-9 for occupation into Byzantine times; the House of 
the Greek Mosaic (App. 10), south of the Areopagus, Thompson (1966) 52; houses along the NW foot of the 
Areopagus, such as the peristyle house with apsidal fountain constructed originally in the Hellenistic period 
and used down to the Herulian invasion of A D 267 (App. 12), Frantz et al. (1988) 35; see also Young (1951) 
272-88 and Shear, Sr. (1940) 272-3; also in the area south of the acropolis terraced units (with storage pithoi 
embedded in the floor and wells in courtyards) were found just below the Odeion of Herodes Atticus dating 
from the 4th century B C to the Roman period (App. 32), Meliades (1956) 264; at the junction of Dionysiou 
A. and Parthenon Strs. the 'East Geek House' discovered below the so-called 'House of Proclus' (App. 31) 
was continuously occupied from the 4th century to the Sack of Sulla. The hard pack clay floors of the rooms 
had risen 0.5m during this time period, Meliades (1955) 46. 

2 5 In House T and S of the Industrial District, Young (1951) 278-9; the peristyle House of Aristodemos, 
south of the Areopagus Shear, Sr. (1940) 272-3 and Thompson (1966) 52. 

2 6 Thompson (1949) 217; there are no indications of rebuilding activity along the south slope.of the Hill of 
the Nymphs until the 1st century A C and, in fact, most construction work is attributed to the 2nd century, 
Thompson (1948) 169. 
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N E I G H B O U R H O O D S 

Unlike the Periclean Golden Age, which focused on monumental public works, Roman 

Athens placed a greater emphasis on private buildings and on those civic edifices that beautified the 

city and provided conveniences and amenities for its citizen body such as, baths, nymphaea, 

aqueducts, gymnasia, market places, colonnaded streets and gardens.27 This socio-political climate, 

however, that emphasized the individual and personal needs of the citizen, a concept alien to the 

Classical ideal of the polis, was not a product of the Roman period. Its roots can, in fact, be traced 

back to the late Classical period (ca 400 BC). During the Hellenistic age, however, this concept 

flourished and reached its peak of expression in the Roman era. 

Domestic units based on this ideal were not isolated structures and should therefore not be 

studied independently devoid of their surroundings. They were part of a neighbourhood and 

interspersed among them were sanctuaries, baths, gymnasia, lesches, latrines and fountain houses or 

springhouses and numerous hydraulic installations that catered to the spiritual and physical needs of 

the inhabitants.29 On the lower slope, along the west side of the Areopagus three public baths were 

For a market place see Himerius (Orations, 3.47.12), who describes a narrow street in the Kollytos, 
which has a market place; Frantz et al. (1988) 35; streets lined with stoas first appear during the time of 
Augustus, Geagan (1979) 381; Pausanias (1.2.4), for example, mentions stoas that lined the Panathenaic Way 
from the Agora to the Kerameikos; vestiges of these porticoes were uncovered. 

2 8 Walter-Karyde (1996) 84-97. 

2 9 For sanctuaries see the Amyneion (4th century BC) located south of the Areopagus and identified by a 
horos inscription, Thompson (1966) 53; for baths in the Industrial District see Young (1951) 281, in the area 
of the Syntagma Square, AA 47 (1992) 22 and AA 48 (1993) 33-5, at the Junction of Dionysiou Areopagitou 
35 and Kallispere 16, Blackman (1998-99) 7 and AA 48 (1993) 35-9, next to the Olympieion, Pallas (1949) 
25-36; for a possible 'gymnasium,' Philios (1889) 9-11; for a lesche identified by a horos inscription, Frantz et 
al. (1988) 181; one latrine and three public baths were found in the area of the peristyle house with apsidal 
fountain, Franz et al. (1988) 35; for the fountain house south of the House of Aristodemos see, Thompson 
(1966) 51; a subterranean spring house/fountain of the 2nd century was incorporated into a late Roman villa 
on the north slope of the Areopagus, Shear, Jr. (1973) 159-60; for hydraulic installations see Thompson 
(1966) 51, Charitonides (1973) 3-4, Blackman (1998-99) 7 wd AA 48 (1993) 35-9. 

21 



found and at least one public latrine, while on the north slope, there is evidence to support the 

31 

existence of sanctuaries dedicated to foreign cults. These include a possible Mithraeurn, as well as 

a sanctuary to an Egyptian divinity. The remains are instructive and of no surprise, for Athens 

after all was a cosmopolitan city. The wealthy sons of the elite from throughout the Mediterranean 

went there to enhance and complete their education under the guidance of her famous teachers. 

Areas, therefore, that harboured sanctuaries dedicated to foreign divinities, such as the one on the 

north slope of the Areopagus, may very well represent the residential district favoured by foreign 

visitors. In particular, students and scholars would have found this a desirable area, since within 

close proximity lay the neighbouring so-called philosophical schools A , B, C and D (PI. 2); 

however, the surviving structures belong to the 4 t h century A C and later. 

Another important facet of a residential district was the commercial quarters.33 These were 

often incorporated within the domestic units that served both as living quarters and as workshops. It 

was therefore common to establish shops along one or more sides of the residence. They usually 

faced on to a main thoroughfare and were operated by the owner or rented out. Numerous examples 

can be found at Delos while in Athens, House U of the Roman period perhaps incorporated such 

units that fronted the Areopagus Str. (PI. 3). 3 4 

3 0 Although the remains belong to the Late Antique period, there is existing evidence for earlier 2nd 
century remains, Frantz et al. (1988) 35. 

3 1 A proposal for a possible Mythraeum in the area was based on limited evidence, the discovery of a head 
of Selene and one of Helios, Frantz et al. (1988) 37, n. 144. 

3 2 Identification is based on the large blocks of Egyptian granite and an engraved bronze disc with Egyptian 
type designs, Frantz et al. (1988) 37. 

33 Supra, n. 27. 

3 4 Young (1951) 279; for Delos see the House of the Masks that incorporated shops along its east side (PI. 
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Wilamowitz, based on a study of building inscriptions of public monuments, had pointed 

out that in the Classical and Hellenistic periods the demes of Kollytos, Skambonidai, and Melite 

were areas where artisan metics dwelled. Archaeological investigations in the Industrial District 

of Athens — an area that was part of to the Deme of Melite — have brought to light evidence in 

support of his theory. Remains indicating marble workers, smiths and bronze workers were found 

in structures that combined both living quarters and work areas. The industrial character of this 

neighbourhood continued into the Roman period but on a somewhat restricted scale since only 

TS 

evidence of marble working was identified. What appears, however, to distinguish the Roman 

residences of this district from their predecessors is an increase in living standards, a fact reflected 

in the more spacious layouts and refinements of the domestic units. This affluence is represented in 

4 a), Pollitt (1986) 217, fig. 228; for comparable combined workshop and living quarters in the West see 
Fischer-Hansen (2000) 91-2, who prefers to identify them as artisan quarters and not industrial quarters, 
which he believes were rare. 

3 5 Young (1951) 142; the deme of Melite was the most populous of urban demes and covered the area of 
the Hill of the Nymphs, the Pnyx, the Kolonos Agoraios up to the Hephaisteion, and also included the valley 
between the Areopagus and the Pnyx, Young (1951) 140, 142-3; literary sources (Plato, Protagoras, 314c-
315e) suggest that in Classical times Melite also incorporated an aristocratic district where one of the most 
wealthiest Athenian citizens, Kallias, had his home near the agora see, also Walter-Karyde (1996) 94-5; 
Young (1951) 271; Wilamowitz-Miillendorff (1887) 117ff, lists the various occupations, such as goldsmith, 
cabinet maker, mason, sculptor, carver of ornamental stone work, guilder, lead merchant, brick-layer, worker 
in encaustic and odd-jobber. 

3 6 According to inscriptional evidence this industrial deme (Melite) had the greatest number of metic 
artisans, Young (1951) 271; idem 142. 

3 7 Thompson (1948) 170. Also found were waste from a nearby pottery shop, Hellenistic figurines, figurine 
moulds, traces of pigments (red, blue, an violet) and a mould for megarian bowls all used as a fill for 
foundations and retaining walls of houses (N and O). A series of fragmented marble statuettes, some finished 
others not, may have come from a nearby shop. 

3 8 According to Young (1951) 269-71, the various tanks, wells, marble fragments of unfinished spouted 
marble basins, unfinished marble implements, and marble chips attest to marble working activity in this area 
from the Roman period down to the Herulian invasion. 
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House N and O, and in the later additions of public amenities, such as the baths, that were erected 

on the south side of the Great Drain (PI. 3). 3 9 

Consequently, unlike Classical and Hellenistic Athens where the wealthy Kallias had his 

home in the Kollytos district, Roman Athens appears to have developed exclusive residential areas 

that reflected the economic status of an individual. According to Plutarch (Moralia, 601), for 

example, the metics were uprooted from the residential district of Melite where they had resided for 

centuries and were transferred to the district of Diomeia. This may have been part of a plan 

(Hadrianic perhaps) to create upscale neighbourhoods around the civic centre of Athens for those 

who were wealthy enough to purchase Athenian citizenship. Evidence, which may be used in 

support of this theory, has surfaced along the slopes of the Areopagus, on the east slope of the Hill 

of the Nymphs and on the south slope of the Kolonos where large 2nd century dwellings have been 

excavated.40 A l l these residences would have had excellent views of the valley and surrounding hills 

(PI. 4 b). 4 1 

Plutarch (Moralia, 601b) 4 2 also informs us that the most highly sought out Athenian 

neighbourhood of the 2nd century was the Kollytos district. The exact location of this district is 

uncertain although a horos (boundary) inscription clearly indicates that it bordered the Melite 

J y Young (1951) 279-83; first phase of the East Bath was pre-Herulian, late 2nd-early 3rd centuries A C , 
Young (1951) 282. 

40 Supra n. 27; see App. 12, 13,20. 

4 1 Thompson (1948) 169. 

4 2 "That you do not live in Sardis is nothing; neither do all Athenians live in Kollytos, all Corinthians in 
Kraneion, all Laconians in Pitane." 
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district and the agora. Based on this evidence Pritchett concluded that it was located in the SW 

corner of the Agora, bordering the Melite district to the south. Modern scholarship favours this 

interpretation and has ignored Thompson's proposal for a possible northern location, which I believe 

is a more favourable one. 4 4 

There are two passages in Lucian that have been overlooked and may play a significant role 

in pinpointing the exact location of the Kollytos district. In the first reference Lucian (Ploion e 

Euchai, 13) mentions that a popular residential district was located behind the Poikile Stoa, an area 

highly favoured by wealthy citizens. The dream of one particular Athenian citizen, for example, — 

after amassing a certain amount of wealth - was to buy first horses, next a pair of oxen, then cloths, 

household slaves, and last build himself a house near the Poikile Stoa in a prime, epikairon, location 

and abandon the paternal residence in the Ilissos district 4 5 From Lucian's account it is obvious that 

the Ilissos district during the Roman period was a less desirable part of town. In the second passage 

(Hetairikoi Dialogoi, 8.72) Demophantes, a moneylender, who on account of his occupation 

probably amassed a substantial amount of material wealth, was able to afford a dwelling in the 

highly sought out residential district located behind the Poikile Stoa. 4 6 

In addition to the literary evidence, archaeological remains (architectural, sculptural and 

epigraphic) provide sufficient evidence for the existence of an affluent neighbourhood north of the 

4 3 Thompson (1970) 67; Strabo (1. 4,7) simply mentions that it bordered the Melite district; Traill (1975) 
40, places it south of the Acropolis and the Areopagus. 

4 4 Thompson (1970) 67. 

4 5 Papachatzis (1974) 250. 

4 6 Based on Philostratus' (Vitae Sophistarum, 549) account, Day (1973) 245, 250, n. 421, concludes that a 
substantial part of Atticus' wealth relied on the banking business. 
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Agora since Classical times. The late Classical and Hellenistic oikoi, such as the vast andron from 

Menander Street with its elaborate (4th century BC) floor mosaic and the nearby remains of a 

peristyle home, are vestiges of once spacious dwellings.47 The construction of such edifices in this 

northern district of Athens continued into the Hadrianic period, as substantiated by the remains of 

walls, mosaic pavements and sculptural decoration of the 2nd century Roman houses discovered in 

the Varvakeion Square 4 8 Furthermore the epigraphic remains, such as the Attic Stelai, provide 

important information on the leases of sacred properties and their rental prices of the classical 

period. According to these data the most expensive rental unit, surpassing all others by far, was 

located in the Kollytos district 4 9 

During the Imperial period the affluent classes turned toward the eastern section of the 

city. 5 0 From the time of Hadrian on, Athenians and Romans erected large villas and monuments in 

the new district. This district became known as Hadrianoupolis or Neai Athenai, covering the area 

The size of the andron, 9.2 m x 9.2 m, is just slightly smaller than the prothalamos F (10 m x 10 m) from 
the palace at Vergina; for the floor mosaic see, AA 22 (1967) 98, AA 30 (1975) 24 and Salzmann (1989) 30, 
87, Tafel 42-43.3; Graham (1974) 52ff; Borker (1978) 45 n. 15; Walter-Karyde (1996) 23-4; for the peristyle 
house see, AA 16(1960) 29. 

4 8 Kourouniotes (1913) 199; within these walls various sculptures were incorporated, Lange (1880) 371-2; 
Kahrstedt (1950) 51-67, discusses the development of the city to the north during the Imperial period. 

4 9 Walbank (1983) 223, 207, n. 2, also mentions that the first six houses listed on the stele were in the 
Kydatheneion district and averaged ca 150 drachmas. The one in the Kollytos district was 636 drachmas. The 
lower rents in the Kydatheneion district could be explained by the size and function of these establishments 
(probably small workshop units), and their distance from the agora. The further away the house from the 
Agora, the lower the rent — while the house in the Kollytos district may have been a large mansion; in light of 
this evidence (which is still very limited) Thompson and Wycherley's, (1972) 185, following statement that 
even in the Roman period "one can be sure that along-side the more elegant establishments of the well-to-do 
much humbler types of houses, which have left little trace, continued in use in Athens throughout antiquity, 
as indeed they do today," should be reconsidered. There is no architectural evidence for this theory; likewise, 
at Olynthos prices seem to have depended upon the proximity of a dwelling to the agora, Cahill (2002) 280. 

5 0Frantzera/. (1988) 68. 
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of the National Park ( EOVIKO Kf|7io), the Zappeion and Syntagma Square (PI. 5 a). It was one of the 

most beautiful suburbs of Athens as the remains of balnea, the large gymnasium and mosaic floors 

confirm. 5 1 Hadrian's city was not walled; only remains of the Themistoklean enceinte separated it 

from old Athens. The extent of this 'new city' that became an integral part of the polls can be 

documented by the so-called Valerian wall which defined the limits of Hadrian's city in the 3rd 

century (PI. 5 a). 5 2 

Hadrian planned and erected an exclusive residential district, which included the 

Panhellenion, the Olympieion and the arch as part of a master plan of multiple significance. The 

Panhellenion, a symbol of Hellenism, was easily accessible to its members, who probably resided 

nearby; the Olympieion, completed and consecrated by Hadrian, represented a symbol of divine 

patronage -- Zeus and Hadrian as eternal patrons of the city of Athens, while the arch stood as a 

symbolic entrance-way defining the boundaries of the new and old city. It appears that Hadrian 

chose to shift the polls centre away from the Acropolis and ancient agora to the SE corner of the city 

where the Olympieion and the Panhellenion were located, the emblems of New Athens. This area 

was destined to become the new core of the city and it is perhaps here that one must search for the 

5 1 For domestic remains in Hadrian's city see, Graindor (1931) 227-8; Kahrstedt (1950) 61; Kokkou (1970) 
168; Traulos (1960) 111-6; Judeich (1931) 381. 

5 2 Kokkou (1970) 13. 

5 3 Willers (1989) 9; it should be pointed out however, that this area north of the Olympieion which lies 
between the Arch of Hadrian and the Hippades Gate contained a Classical neighborhood with houses 
originally built in the 5th and 4th centuries BC. These homes were situated along the road leading out from 
the city and witnessed continuous occupation down to the Roman period, Vanderpool (1960) 268 and Travlos 
(1971)289,292, pi. 380. 
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residences of the procurator, members of the Panhellenion and the 'new' Athenian citizens, those 

wealthy enough to have purchased Athenian citizenship.55 

ARCHITECTURE 

The purpose of this section is to present the domestic remains of Roman Athens (86 B C - A D 

267) and to define i f possible the local characteristics of Athenian oikoi in plan and construction 

techniques.56 Furthermore, attention will also be given to any architectural innovations introduced 

during this period that may be of foreign or local origins. 

The average Athenian dwellings of the Roman period are far superior in size, plan, 

decoration, and amenities to their Hellenistic/Classical predecessors. Despite the fact that they were 

built on a similar plan and with more or less comparable materials, certain refinements have been 

included which stress the size of the structure and its decoration. Interest now has centred on the 

courtyard, which on average was much larger in size and was commonly defined by the peristyle.57 

The area of an average Athenian oikos throughout antiquity was between 130 to 150 m 2 . In the 

Roman period, however, the average home had more than doubled in size ranging from 335 to 420 

5 4 During the time of Marcus Aurelius at least, a Roman Procurator resided at Athens, Geagan (1979) 403. 

5 5 Day (1973) 170; Athenian citizenship retained its prestige even into the 3rd century A C as attested in the 
public documents. For example, in order to get an Athenian education and enroll as an ephebe one had to 
purchase Athenian citizenship. From these citizenship-sales the state treasury made a substantial profit, 
Geagan (1979) 402, 385. 

5 6 For a catalogue of house types and domestic remains in Athens see, Appendix: A Catalogue of Houses in 
Roman Greece, Athens, App. 1-36. 

5 7 Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 183; Travlos (1971) 392. 
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On the other hand, the edifices erected in Hadrian's city during the 2nd century must have 

been massive, comparable in size, perhaps, to the earlier and later (4th to 5th centuries) 

'Philosophical Schools' located on the north slope of the Areopagus that averaged between 1000 to 

1350 m 2 . 5 9 Comparable Roman period dwellings of similar proportions have been excavated at 

Volubis and at Pergamon. 6 0 

The typical domestic plan, composed of a central court enveloped by dining, living and 

service quarters, retained its popularity throughout antiquity. What distinguishes one phase from 

another, however, are the apparent refinements to this basic plan. The size, for example, of the 

Classical abode, as already noted above, was on average modest with a smaller and more irregular 

courtyard. The house plan was adapted to the size of the lot and the courtyard was at times 

regulated to the side of the house with rooms only off three sides of the court.6 1 Dwellings near the 

core of the ancient city probably had limited floor space compared to those away from the centre. 

The tendency to concentrate near the centre/agora area of the polls created smaller building lots and 

irregularities in domestic plans. 6 2 Areas away from the city core that were sparsely populated, 

Frantz et al. (1988) 37; House N of the Industrial District, for example, was 336.75 m 2, Young (1951) 
274-275. 

5 9 Frantz etal. (1988)37. 

6 0 At Volubis they average between 1000-1600 m 2. In the Iberian Peninsula, Gallia Narbonensis and Syria 
larger establishments have been excavated, Meyer (1999) 107; at Pergamon, Building Z is 1,400 m 2, House I 
is 1,500 m 2 and Peristyle House U is 1,200 m 2, Wulf-Rheidt (1998) 309. 

6 1 See House D of the Industrial District, Young (1951) 204, fig. 11, and the 4th century B C courtyard 
houses along the N E slope of the Areopagus (PI. 5 b), Shear, Jr. (1973) 148, fig. 4. 

6 2 As seen in the houses in the SE corner of the Agora: Mikion and Menon and the House of Simon the 
Shoemaker, Jones (1975) 69, fig. 2. 
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uninhabited or abandoned in classical antiquity, would have provided ample space for the more 

spacious structures of the Roman period. 6 4 City walls after all encircled not only occupied areas but 

also included empty lots reserved for future expansion and garden plots. 6 5 

Dual courtyards for the more affluent inhabitants of the city are also known to have 

existed.66 The purchase of a neighbouring dwelling provided a rapid and economically viable way 

of expanding an existing dwelling. The literary sources attest to this practice as indicated in the 

orations of Isaeus (On the estate of Decaeogenes, 11), while material evidence is provided by 

Houses C and D in the Industrial District where a doorway connecting the two dwellings was 

incorporated in the 4th century B C (PI. 6). 6 7 

In early Roman Athens, the rebuilding of demolished residences does not seem to have 

occurred until the 1st century A C , spurred perhaps by an increase in population and in personal 

wealth. It is in these devastated areas of the city that one can observe the Roman period refinements, 

in plan and adornment, introduced to the traditional Athenian courtyard house. Two basic plans 

prevail, the simple courtyard and the peristyle unit. The Roman period courtyard dwelling differs, 

6 3 For example the Fliigelhofhause on the Pnyx Hill were abandoned during the Classical period, Lauter-
Bufe and Lauter (1971) 109-24. 

6 4 During the Classical period outlying areas of the city were perhaps occupied by large estates as indicated 
by the remains of an andron at Menander 9 street (of a once large early 4th century B C peristyle house) in the 
northern district of the ancient city, Walter-Karyde (1996) 24. The prothalamos of the andron was 9.2 m x 
9.2 m, AA 30 (1975) 24, fig. 5, pi. 55b wAAA 22 (1967) 98, pi. 91; Walter-Karyde (1996) 14, 24, 26, points 
out that it is comparable in size to the 10 m x 10 m prothalamos of two androns in the 9,200 m 2 palace at 
Vergina, but larger than the prothalamos of the more modest, 2,350 m 2, Hellenistic house of the Rape of 
Hellen at Pella (330-320 BC). 

6 5 Owens (1992) 19. 

6 6 Xenophon (Oeconomicus, 9,4). 

6 7 Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 176-7, fig. 41. 
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however, from its rather irregular shaped predecessor by incorporating a larger and more centralized 

courtyard area as well as more rectangular and symmetrically arranged rooms. Second, the peristyle 

courtyard dwelling relied on the colonnade to monumentalize the humble interior while the dual 

courtyard unit was a rather elaborate version of the peristyle unit. 

And last, the atrium/impluvium unit, characteristic of the Roman period domestic plans 

found in the other Greek centres to be examined (Patras, Corinth, Sparta), has not as yet been 

identified at Athens. The only remains that can be associated with a Roman atrium are those of a 

late Roman, 4th century A C , garden atrium courtyard situated along the north slope of the 

Areopagus that do not belong to this period of study (86 BC - A D 267). For an example of a 

complete plan of a Roman atrium house with impluvium in Attica, one must turn to nearby Eleusis. 

The dwelling is located just below the modem museum, outside the Peisistratean wall, along the 

south slope (Pis. 7 [L30] 8). The remains are impressive, for in the northern section of the house the 

walls survive to a considerable height and remains of a long corridor to the east indicate that there 

was a second storey.69 The mosaic-paved atrium with a marble lined impluvium was located in the 

centre of a 26. 5 x 113.50 m dwelling, and surrounded by five rooms adorned with wall paintings 

70 

(the northern room was marble revetted) and mosaic pavements with geometric themes. The 

6 8 Frantz et al. (1988) 36, pi. 24b; the structure resembles in plan a peristyle atrium with garden and will be 
examined in the subsequent section on Athenian gardens. For a detailed discussion on this structure see also 
infra 56-7. 

6 9 Evidence for a second storey was confirmed by the remains of floor mosaics and wall painting fragments 
found among the debris that had fallen from the chambers above into the rooms of the northern section of the 
building, Kourouniotes (1936) 38; see also, App. 38 b. 

7 0 Mylonas (1961) 183, fig. 4, L30; Kourouniotes (1936) 34-40, fig. 1-9, plan 1. A drain carried the water 
away from the impluvium, idem 40; unfortunately this is only a brief report, although there are a number of 
photos of the mosaics and remains, and therefore the surviving height of the walls is not mentioned, nor are 
the small finds (pottery, coins etc.), which are important to dating the structure and identifying the various 
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structure also had a courtyard at the southern end of significant size (13.50 x 6.30 m) that possibly 

71 
served as a garden. 

The Courtyard House 

From the early Roman period simple courtyard structures have been excavated in the 

Industrial District of Athens: Houses N , O, P, Q and R (PI. 3). The plans of Houses N and O of the 

1st century A C are better preserved.72 These dwellings, like many others of the period, superseded 

earlier Greek houses as indicated by the cuttings found in the hillside and the wall remains. In 

order to provide additional space the ground level was lowered by cutting into the hillside, and the 

lot was extended southward.74 Such modifications resulted in larger dual storey units with the first 

phases. 

7 1 Kourouniotes (1936) 40, does not provide any evidence for this proposal. 

7 2 See App. 3-5 for bibliographical information on houses N, O, P, Q and R; evidence for dating House N 
to the 1st century A C was provided by the fill behind the west wall, which included: debris from a terracotta 
factory, a few Augustan pottery shards, such as terra sigillata ware and lamps, Young (1951) 274; lamps 
found in the fill of the courtyard well of House N confirm this 1st century date. Deposits range from late 1st 
and early 2nd centuries A C (Type XX), to mid 3rd century (Type XXVII), idem 276; see also Perlzweig, 
(1961) 15, for Type X X lamps, who points out that they appeared around the mid 1st century and continued 
in use throughout the 2nd century A C , but most were produced in the late 1st to early 2nd centuries. Type 
XXVII lamps, on the other hand, begin in the 2nd century A C and last to the early 3rd in Athens, idem 8 and 
Williams (1981) 39 and n. 36; Petropoulos, (1999) 72, in his recent study of Patraean lamps suggests that 
Type XXVII continued to the end of the 3rd century; a re-examination of the pottery finds and chronology of 
Athenian dwellings will appear in Barbara Tsakirgis' (Vanderbilt University) forthcoming publication on the 
domestic architecture of Athens; for House O a date in the latter part of the 1st century was assigned based on 
shards similar to those found in House N, Young (1951) 276; Thompson (1948) 169. 

7 3 For House N see, Young (1951) 272-3 and Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 183-4; for House 0 see, 
Young (1951) 276. 

7 4 For House N, see Young (1951) 267. The courtyard stood at least two metres below the Areopagus 
street; for House O the three rooms that bordered the Areopagus street were at a deeper level than those of 
House N, Young (1951) 276. 
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level designed as a partial basement (PI. 9 a). Both structures shared a common wall and, as noted 

above, were erected simultaneously. This evidence suggests that perhaps they were conceived as 

a single group, a synoikia, for the owners' own use and/or for rental. 

The dwellings, however, are not identical in size and plan. House O which is smaller 

(approximately 16.5 x 16.5 m), has an area of ca 272.25 m2, while House N is larger (20.3 x 16.5 

m) with an area of 334.95 m2. In the former the courtyard is allocated to the north side of the house 

with a U shaped arrangement of rooms along the east, west and south sides of the courtyard, while 

in the latter the courtyard is larger and surrounded by rooms on all four sides.7 7 Furthermore, the 

level of sophistication in the distribution of space within House N suggests perhaps that an 

experienced architect was at work, despite the fact that dwellings were commonly designed and 

• 78 

constructed by the owners themselves with the participation of family and friends. 

For example, emphasis was placed on the symmetrical and axial arrangement of rooms 

along the north, east and west sides of the courtyard. To the north, lies a large rectangular 
• 79 

broadroom/ oecus framed on either side by two square chambers of similar dimensions (PI. 9 b). 

7 5 Young (1951) 274; Wycherley and Thompson (1972) 183. Access to the upper storey was provided by a 
staircase in the long entrance corridor while the second storey was level with the Areopagus street. 

7 6 Young (1951) 276; the date was based on the contents of the fill found in house O, which were basically 
similar to those found in house N; Thompson (1948) 169. 

7 7 Young (1951) 276, notes that House O measures 16.5 m north to south; for House N see, Young (1951) 
274-5. 

7 8 Cahill, (2002) 203, in his discussion,of the houses at Olynthos mentions that the design and 
construction of domesitic units was a family affair. And although he does acknowledge that professional 
homebuilders are mentioned in the ancient sources, such as in Pausanias (4, 27) for example, Cahill is 
focusing on structures of the classical period. The ancient source, however, which he provides as an 
example, is Roman, 2 n d century A C and consequently by this time professional home-builders may have 
been more commonly employed. 

7 9 Modern scholars prefer the term broadroom as opposed to the term oecus, that was applied to the 
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The east and west sides of the courtyard, on the other hand, were occupied by a group of chambers 

80 

(h, i and d, c) consisting of a larger northern room and a smaller southern one. Comparable 

architectural refinements can be observed in the Delian houses, despite the fact that they predate 

House N by about 200 years. The broadroom cluster, for example, is found in the House of the 

Comedian (PI. 10 b, rooms o, n, m) and in House A from the Inopos Quarter (PI. 10 c, rooms e, f, m 
)-81 

Despite these innovations in plan, the traditional arrangement of rooms was also taken into 

consideration. In agreement with Aristotle's recommendations, (Oeconomicus, 1.6), the main rooms 

in House N , broadroom/oecws and adjacent chambers, were located north of the courtyard and the 

• • 82 

service areas to the south, next to the Roman Drain into which the domestic drains emptied. The 

tile chip pavement of alcove (a), segregated from the courtyard only by a simple sill, is perhaps 

characteristic of the Roman period. 8 3 A similar arrangement, in fact, was identified in House Q 
84 

erected over the Poros building in the 1st century B C (PI. 3). 

Other domestic units in this area constructed during the same period are Houses Q and R. 

They follow a similar, but less structured courtyard plan with a marble chip floor accompanied by a 

Hellenistic houses at Delos; at a later date the broadroom was subdivided but Young, (1951) 274, does not 
provide a date for these modifications. 

8 0 Young (1951) 274. 

8 1 This arrangement and combination of rooms varies depending on the availability of space, and the size 
of the dwelling. There could be two rooms, one on either side, framing the oecus (PI. 10 c), or both rooms 
behind the oecus (PI. 10 d) or rooms only to one side of the oecus (PI. 10 a), or any combination of the above. 

8 2 Service areas were identified by their tile chip paved alcove kitchen (a) and storage or latrine area (b), 
Young (1951) 275, 277. 

8 3 In House N, two very worn blocks still survive in situ, Young (1951) 275. 

8 4 In House Q, the tile-chip alcove lies to the south of the central courtyard, Young (1951) 277. 
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well. House P, on the other hand, which dates to the 2nd to early 3rd centuries, documents the 

persistence of this unpretentious courtyard plan into later Roman times. 

It is important to note that house plans and decorations during the Roman period did not 

remain static. Homes were remodelled and various phases can be distinguished, as noted in Houses 

P, Q and R constructed over the Poros Building (P1.3). House Q, for instance, was perhaps erected 

sometime between Sulla and Augustus, while the rooms surrounding the courtyard were remodelled 

in the 1st century A C . 8 5 House R, on the other hand, was constructed slightly later, in the early 1st 

century A C , and then subsequently remodelled. Renovations often involved the repartitioning of 

interior space, a new floor pavement, or wall paintings and stucco decoration that followed current 

trends. 

Among the remaining abodes of the Industrial District, are Houses S and T, which are dated 

to the 3rd century A C (P1.3). A complete plan of these structures, however, does not survive and 

only fragments of mosaic floors, rooms, walls, and wells have come to light. 8 7 Judging from the 

plans, these homes were also of a courtyard type but whether the courtyard was defined by a 

peristyle or not, this cannot be determined. 

Young, (1951) 183, 277, points out that the courtyard and pavement belong to the 1st century BC, but 
does not provide the evidence for this date or for the remodeling of the house. 

8 6 Both Q and R are considered Augustan, Young (1951) 183; Young, (1951) 277, however, does not 
identify the contents of the well that were used to date House R. The date of the remodeling of House R is not 
mentioned. 

8 7 App. 25 for Houses S and T; for House S see Young, (1951) 278, who notes that "little remained by 
which to date its construction," and does not define the 'limited evidence' but merely states that "...it was 
probably built in the 3rd century before the Herulian sack"; for House T an early 3rd century is suggested by 
Young, (1951) 278, based on the Type XXVII lamps found. These lamps, however, as mentioned above 
appear as early as the 2nd century, supra n. 72. 
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Although these fragmentary domestic units may not contribute to the study of an Athenian 

house plan, they are on the other hand of extreme importance since they document the evolution of 

interior embellishments and refinements in the second Roman phase (120 - A D 267). They will 

therefore be discussed in the section on interior decor. The results of this study will prove to be of 

interest since these adornments, along with the surviving house plans of the area, point to an 

increase in wealth and sophistication of this once 'working class' industrial region of Athens. 

In summary, the simple Athenian courtyard house of the Roman period is distinguished 

from its predecessors by the various refinements introduced to its plan and decoration. A n attempt 

was made despite topographical difficulties to create a true rectangular structure, with rooms ~ 

although not equal in size — arranged symmetrically and axially around the courtyard. 

The Peristyle House 

The full or partial peristyle house was adopted by the more affluent classes. Often larger 

establishments had a second courtyard or even multiple courtyards with peristyles. The popularity 

of the peristyle is confirmed by the remodelling of the simple courtyard dwellings into peristyle 

units. The number of columns employed varied, depending on the size of the courtyard and the 

o o 

availability of space. The porticoes of these courtyards served multiple functions, since they 

provided protection from the elements as well as additional work and dining space. But most 

importantly, however, they gave a monumental appearance to the interior of the home and therefore 

became a symbol of wealth and sophistication. 

8 8 4 x 4 columns in the Roman peristyle house south of the Acropolis, Meliades (1955) 50, pi. 9 a; 3 x 3 
columns in the peristyle house from the NW corner of the Areopagus, Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 184 
fig. 46; 2 x 3 in the peristyle house in the N E corner of the Agora, Shear, Jr. (1973) 142, fig. 2. 
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This type of peristyle dwelling was identified in the neighbourhood south of the Areopagus 

where continuous occupation from Classical into late Roman times has been observed (PI. 4 b). 

This area was first excavated by the German Archaeological Institute under the directorship of 

o n 

Ddrpfeld, whose primary interest lay in the sanctuaries and hydraulic installations of the area. The 

houses, of course, received less attention and for this reason Graham along with the Greek 

Archaeological Service re-examined the site in 1965.9 0 The area was occupied from the 4th century 

B C down into late Roman times, but the Roman period domestic units far outshine their Classical 

and Hellenistic predecessors both in size, plan, decoration and amenities.91 

The House of the Greek Mosaic (Pis. 4 b, 11 a) for example, built ca 300 B C , was initially a 

simple irregular courtyard type with perhaps only a single portico to the north. The porticoes to the 

east and west were added at a later date, and although the reports do not explicitly state how late — 

for they could of course be Hellenistic ~ it is clear that by the Roman period the courtyard was 
• 92 

almost a complete peristyle, bordered on at least three sides by a stoa. 

The second example, the House of Aristodemos, is a full peristyle house of the Hellenistic 

93 
type that lies just to the south of the previous abode and on the opposite side of the street (PI. 4 b). 

S 9 Ddrpfeld (1894) 496ff; Dorpfeld (1895) 161ff; Thompson (1966) 51. 

9 0 Thompson (1966) 51. 

9 1 Travlos (1971) 392, fig. 520; Travlos (1960) 117. 

9 2 Thompson (1966) 52. 

9 3 Dorpfeld had identified these remains as belonging to a late Roman house that occupied the earlier 'Plaz 
de Enneakrounos,' see also Judeich (1931) 196-201, 299, Abb. 18, 36 and Thompson (1966) 52; the name 
'Aristodemos' comes from a mortgage inscription inscribed on the front wall of the house, Dorpfeld, (1894) 
504 and Thompson (1966) 52. 
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The remains are of a Roman date but they appear to have followed the plan of the original house 

that was built in the 4th century B C . 9 4 Judging from Travlos' plan (PI. 11 b), the large peristyle 

courtyard appears to dominate. It is perfectly rectangular with four columns on each side. The 

porticoes were symmetrically spaced and of equal width and length. A short corridor (e), a 

prothyron, framed on the one side by, perhaps, a porter's room (d) directed the visitor into the 

courtyard. A similar arrangement (corridor a and room b) occurs in the late Hellenistic Delian 

example, the House of the Trident (PI. 12 a). 9 5 In both dwellings the porter's room appears to have a 

dual access, but in the Athenian example, however, this secondary opening communicates with a 

neighbouring chamber and not with the street, as observed in the Delian dwelling. This group of 

interconnecting rooms to the south of the corridor, with their close proximity to the doorway, would 

have functioned as ideal service areas. On the other hand, the rooms to the S W appear to have been 

part of the domestic quarters within which daily chores were conducted: cooking, weaving, etc. 

The rooms to the north that are isolated from the other areas and accessed independently 

from the entrance vestibule via the eastern portico were perhaps the formal rooms of the household, 

reserved for the dining and entertainment of guests. This cluster of three rooms (a, a', b) is 

reminiscent in plan to the Delian arrangement of chambers, with a main oecus accompanied by two 

smaller service rooms, as noted in the House of the Dolphins (h, i , j) and the House of the Trident 

(k, 1, m) (Pis. 12 a-b) 9 6 The off-centre doorway that characterized the classical andron is absent 

here, supplanted by the central doorway favoured in the late Hellenistic and Roman periods. 

9 4 Travlos (1971) 392; Travlos (1960) 117; the dimensions have not been published. 

9 5 The identification of the porter's room in general is based on literary testimonia, primarily Vitruvius 
(6, 7.1) who describes in detail the entranceway of the household and relationship of the porter's room, 
thyroreion, to the entrance; see also Llinas (1973) 291. 
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Delian elements in domestic design are numerous in Athens. This should not come as a 

surprise; since Athenian cleruchs took over the island in 166 B C one would expect to find common 

elements of interior design. Yet another comparison can be noted in the grouping of broadroom 

and service areas in a peristyle house north of the Olympieion (Pis. 5 a, 13 a). The dwelling was 

98 

originally constructed in the 5th and 4th centuries B C but occupation continued into Roman times. 

Although the reports do not indicate a date for the surviving floor plan the arrangement of a 

broadroom with two smaller inner chambers at the back has its counterpart in Delian structures such 

as the House of Hermes (PI. 13 b). 

Another peristyle dwelling with a broadroom was located on the N W slope of the 

Areopagus (PI. 13 c). According to Thompson, it was one of the "more attractive as well as one of 

the most beautifully situated dwellings known from ancient Athens." 9 9 It overlooks the Agora, in 

the vicinity previously occupied by Hellenistic structures of which few traces remain. This area was 

initially excavated by the Germans around the end of the 1890's, but subsequent excavations by 

Graham and Dinsmoor provided the opportunity for a re-evaluation of this area and a complete plan 

9 6 No dimensions are stated. 

9 7 Roman presence and authority was equaly strong (if not stronger) on the island as epigraphic 
evidence of a senatus consultum suggests; a private individual appealed the decision of local Athenian 
authorities to Rome and it was overruled, Raugh (1993) 8-9. 

9 8 Vanderpool (1960) 266-7; Travlos (1971) 289. 

9 9 Thompson (1968) 69. 
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of the dwelling. 1 0 0 The house was erected in the early Roman period, destroyed in the Herulian 

invasion of A D 267 and later, partially rebuilt in the 4th century. 1 0 1 

A large irregular peristyle courtyard (21 m x 20 m, with 8 columns), the dominating 

element in this domestic plan, commands the western corner of the dwelling. It is accompanied by 

a central apsidal fountain, a well head next to the western colonnade, and six rooms aligned along 

the north and east sides. 1 0 2 A n asymmetric plan was required on account of the topography of the 

area. For this reason the eastern side of the house was cut into the slope of the hill while the western 

103 • 

side rested on an artificial terrace. The size of the edifice, ca 300 square metres, the commanding 

position, along with the fountain and garden decoration are indicative of the wealth and 

sophistication that characterize domestic architecture of the period. 

The rectangular broadroom with its marble-chip paved floor, its triple openings (a window 

on either side of a central doorway) and the curious wall extension — perhaps a niche used to display 

statuary — resembles in plan the broadrooms of the Delian houses (Pis. 10). 1 0 4 Additional parallels 

found in Delian oikoi are noted in the cluster of rooms to the north. The northern corner room 

displays the characteristic niche and communicates with a set of rooms to the east composed of a 

1 0 0 Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 185, n. 62; Thompson (1968) 69. Details of this investigation, 
however, were never published. 

1 0 1 Frantz et al. (1988) 35. He does not clearly define the 'early' Roman period; the house was destroyed in 
the Herulian attacks of A D 267 as verified by the filling deposit in the house, Shear, Sr. (1940) 272-3. 

1 0 2 The 6 circular features may have been areas for plants, although these are not discussed in the published 
reports, Shear, Sr. (1940) 272-3; Thompson and Whycherly (1972) 185; Frantz et al. (1988) 35. 

1 0 3 Shear, Sr. (1940) 272. 

1 0 4 Examples of statuary which originally perhaps adorned niches include a small 3rd to 4th centuries 
marble head of a silenos, found in a stratified well deposit from one of the neighboring remains of Roman 
houses, Shear, Sr. (1940) 273; the actual state of preservation of the remains of this peristyle house on the 
NW slope of the Areopagus are unknown. 
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vestibule and main area. This arrangement of formal rooms resembles the vestibule and androns 

found in the Classical and Hellenistic houses of the city (i. e. the House of the Greek Mosaic, PI. 11 

a). The group of interconnecting rooms in the N E part of the house were perhaps assigned to the 

various daily domestic activities, whereas the marble-chip paved room, the closest to the entrance 

was perhaps the andron used for the entertainment of guests. 1 0 5 

Another group of peristyle houses (A, C) were located on the south slope of the Hill of the 

Nymphs, west of the Street of the Marble Workers (F) (Pis. 14, 2 E). A l l are large spacious 

structures with peristyle colonnades and one at least had a garden courtyard. 1 0 6 Their interior 

embellishments and furrushings — wall and floor decorations — along with their commanding 

location and view indicate that this was a residential area of significance during the Roman imperial 

period. 1 0 7 Unfortunately, they have not yet been published; however, from the scanty references 

made to them in the excavation reports certain observations can be made. 

According to the excavators they appear to have been constructed over Hellenistic remains 

at least two centuries after the sack of Sulla; this date coincides with the Hadrianic economic and 

cultural revival of the city. The founding of the Panhellenion attracted many newcomers to the 

polls, desiring to become citizens of this blossoming cultural and educational centre of the ancient 

1 0 5 The terms andronitis and gynaikonitis, as Cahill (2002) 191 and Nevett (1995) 373 point out, were used 
to identify the areas where male guests were permitted - in the andron {andronitis) a room usually next to the 
entrance-way — and they did not define men's and women's quarters within the household; for references to 
gynaikonitis and andronitis in the ancient sources see Vitruvius (6.7.2); Plutarch (Aratus, 26); Xenophon 
(Oeconomicus, 9.5); 

1 0 6 Thompson (1957) 100-1. 

1 0 7 Thompson (1948) 169. 

1 0 8 Thompson (1948) 169. 
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world. Areas once left desolate by Sulla's forces were restored in order to accommodate perhaps 

both the newcomers to the city and the nouveaux riche. 

The peristyle units in this area introduce new elements to the Roman period house plan, 1 1 0 

such as the single entrance corridor shared between two residences, exedrae within the porticoes of 

the courtyard, and the double courtyard (PI. 14). Possible exedrae (a, b), for example, appear in the 

N W and SE porticoes of House A . Similar arrangements, but with the exedrae extending behind 

the portico of the courtyard, can be documented in the Maison du Lac (a) and the Maison du Colline 

(a, b) at Delos (Pis. 10 d, a). 1 1 1 This element moreover was identified at Vergina, Pella and 

Morgantina, and also mentioned by Vitruvius (6.7.3) as an important component of a Greek house 

commonly located in the west portico. 1 1 2 

Adjoining the SE wall of the peristyle (A) is a small bicolumnar courtyard (c) (PI. 14). 

These remains have not been published but certain observations can be made judging from the plan. 

A narrow passage way (e) in the SE comer of the large peristyle courtyard appears to lead into the 

smaller secondary courtyard (c), possibly the service quarters. The addition of a portico in these 

restricted quarters represents an oddity, but the columns may have functioned as supports for a 

veranda above. 

1 0 9 Day (1973) 194. 

1 1 0 Thompson (1948) 169 and (1949) 217. 

1 1 1 In the Delian examples, however, the exedrae are not within the porticoes as in the Athenian example, 
but extend outward. 

112 Exedrae are very common in Western Greek houses. See for example the Southwest House at 
Morgantina, and elsewhere in the palace at Vergina (rooms E-G) and insula TV at Pella. The exedrae in these 
examples are part of "a suite of three rooms, the central being an exedra with two dependent side rooms," 
Tsakirgis (1984) 464; at Monte Iato, Dalcher (1994) 157; exedrae are also found in Pompeian houses which 
Mau, (1907) 261, describes as hroad deep accesses.' 
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This combination of small and large courtyards may have been a standard layout in the plans 

of larger homes, since a similar arrangement appears in the fragmentary remains of a house in the 

Dipylon area, next to the Themistoclean wall (PI. 15 a). This section of the polis was excavated by 

the Greek Archaeological service in 1875 and the domestic remains were attributed to the Roman 

period. 1 1 3 The information provided in the report is rmnimal and no dimensions are indicated, but a 

good plan exists from which certain conclusions can be drawn (PI. 15 b). 

The alignment of both the fragmentary peristyle and the bicolumnar court to the north is a 

good indication that they belong to a single master plan. The narrow corridor east of room Hb 

possibly connected these two areas, whereas the two columns of the bicolumnar courtyard appear to 

have supported a veranda extending from the chambers above rooms II a & b of the peristyle. A 

general Roman date was assigned to these finds. This chronology, however, can perhaps be 

narrowed down to the Hadrianic or 2nd century in general, as suggested by the domestic 

architectural comparanda from the N E slope of the Hil l of the Nymphs, the wall decorations in 

rooms H , 1 1 4 and the remains of earlier post-Sullan domestic units. 

1 1 3 Koumanoudes, (1874-75) 18, plans B and C; wall remains are from various Roman phases as indicated 
by the different wall alignments. Two phases at least can be distinguished: a later, possibly, 2nd century 
phase as suggested by the remains of the peristyle house that resembles in plan the 2nd century houses on the 
slope of the Hill of the Nymphs and, a second, earlier phase, observed in the house remains to the south. A 
hoard of 58 silver Attic coins (N on plan), mostly attributed to the period of Mithridates, was discovered next 
to one marble chip paved room belonging to a house of a different orientation. The hoard was probably 
associated with the Sullan sack of the city, since this area was no doubt a prime target at the time. 

1 1 4 Comparable wall decorations were found at Athens and Delos and these have been dated to the 
Hadrianic period/ 2nd century. For a detailed discussion on the style and date of these wall paintings see, 
infra 72; a date for the surrounding wall remains of different alignment was not indicated — only the general 
term Roman was used. The use of tile pavements in corridor A [also found during the Augustan period in the 
prytaneion at Eleusis, Travlos (1955) 65] and the coin hoard indicate that there were at least two prior phases, 
one predating the Sullan sack and a second in the later 1st century B C or early 1st century A C . 

115 Supra n. 113. 
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Residential and Commercial quarters 

Another category of dwellings are those that functioned both as a private residence and as 

working quarters with industrial, commercial or educational facilities. The simple courtyard 

dwelling was well suited for various industrial activities. The early Athenian Houses C and D from 

the Industrial district that housed bronze and marble working activities confirm this hypothesis.1 1 6 

From the Roman period there is evidence of marble working activity in this area and the houses in 

117 

this region all appear to be of the simple courtyard type (Pis. 3, 6). 

Dwellings of the peristyle or non-peristyle type often incorporated independent rental units 

composed of single room shops that lined the streets. These were either operated by the owner or 

rented out. The excavators of House U , dated to the 1st and 2nd centuries, have suggested that this 
118 

was probably a simple courtyard unit that incorporated shops facing the Areopagus street (P1.3). 

Similar shops fronted the facades of residences that aligned the north side of the Agora (P1.16 a) 1 1 9 

and the Library of Pantainos (PI. 16 b) located in the SE corner of the Agora . 1 2 0 

1 1 6 Young (1951) 222; a cobbler's shop was located in the so-called house of Simon the shoemaker, 
Thompson (1954) 54; marble working in Mikion and Menon's establishment, Shear, Jr. (1969) 389. 

1 1 7 For evidence of marble working activity see, supra n. 38; in the Roman period there was a large 
concentration of marble working activity in the SE part of the Agora, and shops in the SW part of the Library 
of Pantainos, Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 187, 

1 1 8 Young (1951) 279. The date was established on pottery remains found in the domestic well. The 
remains are too fragmentary to produce a plan of the house. 

1 1 9 Shear, Jr., (1973) 137, n. 43, points out that evidence for these structures was found in sealed pits below 
the Hadrianic basilica that included: burnt wood, nails, lamps, pottery (Samian ware and few Western 
Sigillata wares from the 1st century A C and some from the early 2 n d century) and coins (nine Augustan which 
circulated from the time of Augustus to Hadrian, and four bronze coins from the Athenian New Style dating 
between the time of Sulla to Augustus). 

1 2 0 Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 114-5. 
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The peristyle house in the N E corner of the Agora that dates to the Hadrianic period, was 

both a combined residential and commercial structure.121 Independent shops lined the facade, two 

122 • • 

on either side of the entrance vestibule to the residence. The actual Hadrianic dwelling does not 

differ greatly from the other peristyle residences examined, and appears to have had its broadroom 

located on the west side. 1 2 3 Furthermore, the plan, although fragmentary, was designed with care. 

Special attention was paid to the axial and symmetrical arrangement of rooms, a practice commonly 

associated with Roman architectural design. 1 2 4 

Another peristyle structure in the SE area of the agora with commercial shops lining the 

streets to the north and west sides is the Library of Pantainos. To the N E of the courtyard is a large 

rectangular room with a columnar facade identified as a library (PI. 16 b) based on the inscription 

recorded on the dedicatory lintel. 1 2 5 The library after all, according to Vitruvius (6, 4.1), was an 

1 2 1 Shear, Sr. (1973) 143-4, n. 55. The original plan was Hellenistic but the house is dated to after the 
construction of the basilica as suggested by the pottery evidence and the floor of the west room, which was 
laid over the debris originating from the destruction of the houses to the west, in order to make room for 
Hadrianic basilica. The final remodeling of the structure occurred in the mid 3rd century, as suggested by 
pottery (29 pots and 2 lamps) and coin evidence (Gordion HI A D 242 - 244) extracted from the well during 
its period of use, as well as from the pottery of the first half of the 3rd century found beneath the latest floor 
level. 

1 2 2 Shear, Jr. (1973) 143. 

1 2 3 I suspect that this was a broadroom/oecws based on the dimensions of the room and its decoration; the 
width was 4.5 m, Shear, Jr. (1973) 143, while the surviving length at least 5.50 m. Of significance also are 
the location, width and decoration of the doorway - embellished with marble antae of which the molded 
bases are preserved in situ — along with the paneled wall decorations and possible niche in the west wall. 

1 2 4 Note for example on the plan (PI. 16 a) the central axis, which runs through the vestibule and the 
peristyle court. The central columns of the peristyle are aligned with the doorways of the vestibule. Slight 
wall adjustments had to be made to the rooms on the East Side that bordered a pre-existing street. 

1 2 5 Camp (1989) 50-1; the inscription reads as follows, "the priest of the philosophical muses, Titus Flavius 
Pantainos, the son of Flavius Menander the diadoch, dedicated to Athena Archegetis, the emperor Trajan, and 
the city of Athens the outside stoas, the peristyle, the library with the books, and all the furnishings, together 
with his children Flavius Menander and Flavia Secundilla," Camp (1986) 190-1. 
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integral part of a typical Greek household. The chamber was elaborately adorned with a marble 

pavement and a row of columns opening onto the courtyard. 

There is epigraphic and archaeological evidence, which seems to suggest that this entire 

complex along with its shops, stoas, and rooms of unknown function may have originally served 

both as a private residence and as a philosophical school. Below were the stoas and rooms for 

instruction while the living quarters perhaps were located above and in the area east of the library. 1 2 6 

In plan the edifice does resemble a house and according to the dedicatory inscription Pantainos' 

father, Flavius Menander, was a diadochos, the head of a philosophical school. Camp argues that 

the school was housed in the structure now known as the library of Pantainos. The prime location 

of this edifice and its close proximity to the area south of the agora that was later occupied by the 

large philosophical schools of Late Antiquity (PI. 16 c), supports such a proposal. Moreover, 

references to private libraries of teachers that were often made available to their students appear in 

the literary sources. Philostratos, for example, mentions that Proclus of Naukratis (2nd century) had 

"a library in his own house which was open to his students and supplemented the teaching in his 

lectures" (Vitae Sophistarum, 2.21 [604]). 

Judging from the above evidence, the library of Pantainos may be seen as a model for 

philosophical schools/residences of the early Roman period diadochoi in Athens. These edifices 

1 2 6 According to the plan no residential rooms are visible, but it should be pointed out that the area to the 
east was later occupied in the 5 th century by a peristyle court surrounded by rooms and an apsidal chamber 
located east of the library of Pantainos that Tsakirgis identifies as a house (personal communication) and 
Frantz et al, (1988) 67, pi. 48, as a public building; excavations of the Roman period phase (2nd century 
AC) in the area of the library of Pantainos concentrated on the stoa to the north and rooms facing it and did 
not extend east of the library; Camp (1986) 190-1, points out that the lintel was not originally made to fit the 
dedication and there were also earlier remains — pre 100 A C ~ of an open chip paved courtyard found 
beneath the marble pavement. Furthermore, the inscription carefully indicates that only certain parts of the 
complex were dedicated to the city of Athens, but not the entire complex. 
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perhaps were distinguished from the average peristyle abode in size, in the wealth of materials, and 

in the large distinctive library, which the average home may not have had. The library may have 

been the central feature of these oikoi. It was a simple rectangular room, possibly the largest in the 

127 

residence, with or without colonnaded openings that faced on to a peristyle courtyard. 

As for the possible philosophical schools of the Roman period, that perhaps occupied the 

area south of the Agora now dominated by the remains of Late Antique philosophical schools, 

evidence is limited. 1 2 8 They covered an equally large area similar to that of their successors,1 2 9 but 

the surviving remains are too scanty to permit a reconstruction of these earlier structures. Certain 

observations can nonetheless be made. 

They probably surpassed in stature any known Athenian dwellings since they served not 
* 131 

only as a private dwelling, but also as a school, and at times provided lodgings for students; a 

1 2 7 In Later Antiquity the apsidal rooms that my have served as lecture halls, become a characteristic 
feature of the so-called philosophical schools: in Houses A, B, D, the House of Proclus, the 'Paladium.' In 
the probable 5th century A C domestic structure situated over the Library of Pantainos (although Frantz et al., 
(1988) 67 pi. 48, define it as a public structure with an audience hall) the apsidal room may have functioned 
as a stibadium; an identification that Tsakirgis (via correspondence) favours for the apsidal areas in Houses 
A, B, C and D which she identifies as late Roman villas - located outside the post-Herulian wall - of the 
type found in North Africa or the Romanized east 

1 2 8 Frantz et al. (1988)38. 

1 2 9 These include Houses A, B, C, and D south of the Agora, the House of Proculos along the south slope 
of the Acropolis, and the possible Palladium at Makrighianni street, 19-21; Eunapius (Vitae Sophistarum, 
485-6) also took in students as boarders, a practice that may go back to the time of Epicurus, see Frantz et al. 
(1988) 45-6. 

1 3 0 Remains of the earlier structure/s includes, a 2nd or 3rd century fountain house incorporated into house 
C see, Frantz et al. (1988) 40; rooms — one with a pebble mosaic - incorporated into the SW corner of House 
A and a pre-Herulian window tile from the same structure, idem 47; a deep well in the peristyle of the same 
house used from the 1st to the 6th century, idem 39; fragments of concrete foundations found scattered 
throughout the site which were incorporated into later houses, idem 38; many sculptural fragments of a pre-
Herulian date, from the 4th century B C to the 3rd century A C , Camp (1989) 52-3. 

1 3 1 The sophists amassed a great amount of wealth from the fees they charged their students, Frantz et al. 
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practice which perhaps stems from the Classical period and is well documented in Late Antiquity. 

Epigraphic, literary, and archaeological evidence, however, provides glimpses of numerous, 

flourishing schools of intellect in the 2nd century A C . Lucian (Eunuch, 3), for example, mentions 

that by imperial decree money was endowed, up to "10,000 drachmas a year, for instructing boys," 

while an inscription (SEG UI 226) from A D 125, found in the Roman agora, reflects the imperial 

interest in the philosophical schools of Athens, and specifically those of Plotina, the mother of 

Hadrian. 1 3 3 

Glimpses of grandeur are provided by the 2nd century A C archaeological remains located 

next to the Demosion Sema, the road leading to the Academy, that have been tentatively identified 

by Dontas as the gardens of Epikouros (PI. 17 a). 1 3 4 Excavations have brought to light a large 

peristyle structure with at least, four, exedrae and an enormous stoa on the N W side. According to 

Dontas, five large seated philosophers' statues found nearby may have originated from this 

(1988) 45. 

1 3 2 The custom of conducting classes in one's home was a well-established practice in Late Antiquity. 
Eunapius (Vitae Sophistarum, 483) of the 4th century, for example, mentions that the wealthy and well paid 
sophists taught in their domestic marble theatres which were modeled on public one's, but were smaller and 
more suitable for private use and for the students who resided there. This practice, of teaching in one's home 
was perhaps established by Epikouros, Frantz et al. (1988) 45-6. 

1 3 3 For inscription see Tod (1957) 136-7. 

1 3 4 Dontas (1971) 25; Koumanoudes (1871-72) 6-7, plan; Cicero (de Finibus 19, 50-1) and his group of 
friends passed by these gardens while on their way to the Academy, in 79 BC. The excavated remains, 
however, were not those seen by Cicero and his group but are of a later 2nd century A C ; Dontas, (1971) 21-5, 
reviews the excavation reports of 1871 and the literary evidence concerning the 'Gardens of Epikouros' and 
convincingly argues for the location of the site outside the city walls and identifies them with the excavated 
remains of the 1870's found next to the Demosion, along the road which led one from the Dipylon gate to 
Plato's Academy; for earlier theories concerning the site of the 'Garden of Epikouros' see Wycherley, (1959) 
73-7, who argues that both the garden and the house were a single unit located within the city, in the Melite 
district; Clarke , (1973) 386-7, agrees with Dontas in locating the gardens outside the city wall; Frantz et al. 
(1988)21-5, 65. 
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building. They were perhaps originally stationed on the exedrae and represented the great 

philosophical teachers of the past. Based on stylistic grounds they were attributed to the 2nd 

century A C and can, therefore, be associated with the imperial interests directed to the philosophical 

schools at this time. The money endowed was in part used to expand, remodel and embellish these 

institutions.136 

Elements in Domestic Design 

In addition to the typological and functional aspects of the dwelling, other elements such as 

entranceways, dining areas, second storeys, the peristyle balustrade, apses, and gardens also deserve 

special attention. Entranceways into households did not follow a specific pattern. Many factors 

dictated their appearance: the function of a given household (whether it be for private or commercial 

use), the availability of space, the topography of the area, a pre-existing entrance, and of course 

social factors that emphasized the need for privacy. Access could be obtained through a vestibule, 

via a long corridor or an L shaped one, or even, directly through a simple doorway on to a 

courtyard. 1 3 7 

1 3 5 Kahrstedt, (1950) 66, was of the opinion that this area between the Dipylon Gate and the Academy was 
filled with domestic structures during the Imperial period. Archaeological evidence to date, on the other hand, 
suggests that this area was deserted. Only geometric tombs and the 2nd century villa remains have surfaced; 
see also, Dontas (1971) 24-5. 

1 3 6 Dontas (1971) 25-6, 32. 

1 3 7 Entrance vestibules, with doors at both ends were characteristic of Delian houses. For a detailed 
discussion of these entrance doors, see Llinas (1973) 291-328, figs. 1-4. 
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Entrance vestibules appear to be associated, although not exclusively, with the peristyle 

house, and particularly with those dwellings that provided rental units on the street, as seen in the 

peristyle house located in N E area of Agora (PI. 16 a) and in the Library of Pantainos (PI. l i b ) . In 

these examples the vestibule resembles in plan one of the rental units. Corridor entranceways were 

identified in the peristyle House of Aristodemos (PI. l i b ) and in the two peristyle houses along the 

SE slope of the Hil l of the Nymphs (A, C) (PI. 14). In the latter example the corridor was modified 

to serve two households. In the courtyard house N of the Industrial District an L-shaped corridor 

was deemed necessary on account of the sloping terrain and street level along the S W side of the 

house (PI. 9 a-b). Previously existing structures and topographical features may have necessitated a 

direct entranceway in the peristyle house on the N W slope of the Areopagus (PI. 13 c). 

Numerous references in the ancient sources are made to upper levels in dwellings. In 

Aristotle's Oeconomicus (2. 2. 4), for example, we are told that Hippias of Athens imposed a tax on 

the owners of structures with upper stories "that projected over the public streets, together with 
139 

flights of steps, railings and doors that opened out-wards." Material evidence, on the other hand, 

for a second storey has been identified in a number of both peristyle and non-peristyle dwellings of 

the Roman period. In the peristyle house along the N E comer of the Agora the remains of a stone 

tread, the probable base of a staircase, was found in situ within the entranceway.1 4 0 Furthermore, the 

level of the Areopagus Street corresponded to the second storey of House N which had an internal 
1 3 8 The peristyle House of Aristodemos had a short corridor (PI. 11 b), the two peristyle houses on the Hill 

of the Nymphs shared a corridor (PI. 14). 

1 3 9 Literary references to upper stories in Athenian domestic architecture are numerous and include among 
others, Aristophanes (Ecclesiazousae, 698), Lysias (On the murder of Eratosthenes, 9), Demosthenes 
(Energos, 53) and Menander (Samia, 17). 

1 4 0 Shear, Jr. (1973) 143. 
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staircase located within the corridor area that connected the two floors. And last, a staircase was 

also identified in the split-level dwelling on the N W slope of the Areopagus as implied by the 

cuttings for wooden posts found on the wall west of the peristyle. 1 4 2 

The evolution of the dining space, from andron to broadroorn/oecMs to triclinium can be 

observed in the domestic architecture of Athens. The persistence of the classical formula of 

anteroom and andron combination for the dining area — complete with a yellow plastered ledge for 

the placement of couches and off-centre doorway, can be observed in the House of the Greek 

Mosaic . 1 4 3 The maintenance of this particular structure suggests that it may have belonged to some 

great Athenian figure of the past (philosopher, politician etc.) and was therefore treated with 

reverence and, thus, preserved; despite the fact that dining practices and dining rooms had changed. 

Even the original pebble floor mosaic was maintained in excellent condition down to Roman 

times. 1 4 4 

The appearance of the broadroorn/oecu.s in House N of the Industrial District and in the 

Peristyle House along the N W slope of the Areopagus heralds a new era in dining environments and 

practices. Whether these changes were pre or post-Sullan is difficult to discern. Although the 

1 4 1 Young (1951) 274; Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 183. 

1 4 2 Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 185; Thompson, (1966) 69, indicates that cuttings in the face of the 
rock may have held the wooden beams of a second storey, accessed from the courtyard; the width of walls 
can also be used as evidence for an upper storey. Walls with a width of ca 0.50 m and over are able to support 
a second level; however, in these Athenian examples measurements were not indicated in the reports. 

1 4 3 Thompson (1966) 52. 

1 4 4 Thompson (1966) 52-3; for Cicero's request not to demolish Epikouros' house see, supra n. 22; for 
changes in dining practices during the Hellenistic period as suggested by the changes in the style and size of 
the drinking cups, the introduction of the lagynos (a new type of drinking vessel) and the decline in the 
number of terracotta kraters, see Rotroff (1996) 10-12, 22-5; Vitruvius mentions that a 'Cyzicene triclinium' 
(6.7.3) or 'Cyzicene oecV (6. 3.10) could hold two triclinia facing each other. Oecoi (6.7.3) could hold four 
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above remains are Roman, comparable room clusters have been found in late Hellenistic Delos. 

Since the broadroom/oecws appears after Athenian cleruchs took over the island, perhaps, its origins 

should be sought in Athens. 

Evidence for the Roman-type of dining area, the triclinium, surfaces during the Hadrianic 

period in the Dipylon peristyle house, next to the Themistoclean wall (PI. 15 b). The identification 

of room II as a triclinium is supported by the location of the room, its size (ca 7 x 7.5 m) and wide 

(ca 2 m), central entranceway, that was axially aligned with the intercolurnniation of the peristyle 

and permitted an unobstructed view into the interior of the court. Furthermore, the wall decorations 

and southern orientation of the chamber confirm this hypothesis.1 4 5 

The peristyle of the late Classical and Hellenistic periods is often characterized by an open 

intercolurnniation. During the Roman period in Greece, however, a low parapet/balustrade wall 

known as a pluteus was introduced. 1 4 6 It clearly segregated the portico area from the central court, 

access to which was provided through one or more openings. The barriers were of rubble or brick 

triclinia of a larger square dining area. Both are Greek types, Dunbabin (1991) 124. 

1 4 5 Unfortunately, no specific dimensions were provided in the report, but approximate dimensions can be 
estimated from the scale indicated on the plan; the walls on either side of the threshold may have been half 
walls with small columns to support the ceiling above, as reconstructed, for example, in the House of the 
Mosaics at Eretria (PI. 17 c), Reber (1998) 100, Abb. 159. Recently, however, Reber, at the International 
Conference on Aegean Housing at Cardiff (2001) dismissed this reconstruction of half walls with columns 
and now maintains that there were walls with windows in the top section, near the ceiling. 
A wide entranceway and half-walls in a dining room would have permitted an unobstructed view into the 
peristyle court where, perhaps, were staged the various types of performances that took place within the 
homes of the elite during banquets, as mentioned in the ancient sources. Pliny, (Epistulae 7.24), states that 
Ummidia Quadratilla had her troupe of pantomimes performing in her house and Tacitus, (Annals 15.39), 
comments on Nero's private stage; it has been suggested, although Richardson, (1988) 315, dismisses this 
view, that the western portico of the House of the Golden Cupid at Pompeii could also have served as a stage. 

1 4 6 The pluteus is found in Late Hellenistic Sicily, Tsakirgis via correspondence. 
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construction, faced with marble. As the plan seems to indicate, one may have been incorporated 

in the early Roman house located on the N W spur of the Areopagus where a break appears along 

the east side of the stylobate (PI. 13 c) . 1 4 8 Although it is considered a Roman architectural feature 

and found for example, in houses of the west, it does appears as early as the late Hellenistic period 

in the House of the Tritons at Delos, and in House 3 at Kassope (146 - 27 B C ) . 1 4 9 

Two novel elements of domestic architecture that became popular in the Roman period are 

the ornamental gardens and the apse. Gardens within the Hellenic oikos have been documented 

prior to the Roman period. The apse, however, is an entirely new trait that was destined to become 

a dominant element in the large homes of Later Antiquity. 

Evidence for lavish gardens in the Roman period Greek villas that could compete with their 

Roman counterparts have been identified in the literature and archaeological remains. According to 

Aulus Gellius for example, Herodes Atticus had numerous villas outside the city of Athens but the 

one at Kephesia is described as a nature park, an oasis on a smothering summer day: 

"...while we were with him at the villa called Kephesia,...we protected ourselves against the trying 
temperature by the shade of its spacious groves, its long, soft promenades, the cool location of the 
house, its elegant baths with their abundance of sparkling water, and the charm of the villa as a 
whole, which was everywhere melodious with splashing waters and tuneful birds." (Noctes Atticae 
1.2, 1-2) 

In the SW area of Hadrian's City the late Roman structure (Gymnasium) identified in the reports as the 
'Zappeion villa' had pluteii in the hemicycle and in the peristyle courtyard. The low parapet was constructed 
of baked brick and a marble veneer, Philios (1889) 14. 

1 4 8 This "break' in the stylobate may also indicate that this section was robbed. 

1 4 9 For Delos see, Bruneau et al. (1970) 93, fig. 80; for Kassope see, Dakaris (1978) 105 and Chapter 5 on 
Epeiros, infra 299; the parapet is also found in a peristyle courtyard house of the Roman period from Serayia 
on Kos, the columns and parapet are covered in painted plaster, Blackman (1997-98) 109, AA 48 (1998-99) 
650-4; in the west it can be found in the service-area peristyle of the villa at Oplontis, Carcavallo (1980-88) 
22-3. 
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Remains of some of Herodes' numerous villas dispersed throughout the Greek countryside 

have been identified. A family tomb, portraits and inscriptions have confirmed the location of the 

Kephesia v i l la , 1 5 0 while from the second one at Marathon, a gift to his wife Regilla, only slight 

remains survive. 1 5 1 A third, currently being excavated in the fertile plain of Thyreatis, at Eva, 

reflects the eloquent narrative of Aulus Gellius' description of the Kephesia villa. Herodes, in fact, 

had gone to great lengths to recreate the Canopus of the Nile by surrounding the atrium of his villa 

with an artificial pool as Hadrian had done at T ivo l i . 1 5 2 Furthermore, the estate contains a 

nymphaeum, a heroon and sanctuary, service areas, residential areas, a hypostal hall, a garden 
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courtyard, etc. all indicative of Herodes' wealth and affluence. 

According to modern scholars, however, traditionally the history of the garden in the Greek 

cities is confined to the more practical type, primarily vegetable gardens, both within and outside 

the city limits. 1 5 4 Zones of undeveloped land within the walls were set aside for cultivation, as 

confirmed by both the epigraphic and literary sources. 1 5 5 The shrine of Kordos, Neleus and Basile, 

1 5 0 Perry (2001) 461-2; for a list of the archaeological evidence see, Tobin (1997) 211-39, fig. 42. 

1 5 1 A wall and a monumental gateway with an inscription confirm this identification (App. 38), 
Vanderpool(1970)44. 

1 5 2 See, App. 62, Phaklaris (1990) 102; Pritchett (1984) 84-90; Blackman (1996-97) 30. 

1 5 3 The hypostyle hall, the first section of the villa, was erected in the 1st to the 2nd centuries A C , Epyov 
YTHIO 2 (1998) 5; Epyov YimO 3 (1999) 7. 

1 5 4 Carroll-Spillecke (1992) 155, 158, identifies them as a Nutzgarten, a kitchen garden. 

1 5 5 Walbank (1983) 223, n. 100; Xenophon on the other hand, indicates that there were "many vacant sites 
for houses within the walls" (Poroi, 2.6); Walbank (1983) 223, nn. 100-1, and 224, n. 106, suggests that the 
terms kepos and kepeion that appear on the Attic Stelai, refer to larger and smaller parcels of land; for literary 
references to private gardens in Attica see RE, s.v. Gartenbau, cols 783 ff; the poetess Erinna (Suppl. Hell. 
401, 10) (mid 4th century BC) mentions "the garden of the Great Courtyard," in her home where she once 
played as a child. This does not sound like a vegetable garden where she would hardly have been allowed to 
play in. 
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for example, located between the Itonian and Alade gates had, according to a 5th century Greek 

inscription (LG 13. 84), a sacred grove which was planted with 200 or more olive trees (418-417 

B C ) . 1 5 6 O f a more ornamental nature was the garden surrounding the Hephaisteion in the 3rd 

century B C . It consisted of shrubs/flowers in pots that were maintained down to the 1st century 

A C : "In the summer there was shade, in the spring flowers, and in the autumn fruits, and for every 
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season its own charm" (Longos, Pastorialia, 4,2). Although modem scholarship views the 

ornamental garden as a Late Hellenistic addition to the urban dwellings, 1 5 8 no examples as yet have 

been identified within the context of Hellenistic or early Roman Athenian domestic architecture.159 

Literary testimonia on the other hand, provide a different view. According to Pliny (NH, 19. 50-51), 

Epikouros was the first to introduce a 'pleasure' garden to an urban dwelling, while prior to this, 

private gardens in Athens existed only in country estates.160 

1 5 6 Travlos (1971) 332; Dontas (1971) 23. 

1 5 7 Travlos (1971) 261; Burr Thompson (1937) 401 ff. and 411, indicates that the garden to a great extent 
belongs to the rebuilding phase after the sack of Sulla; Dontas (1971) 23, n. 16. 

1 5 8 Courtyards of Hellenistic palaces appear to have been adorned with gardens, Nielsen (1994) 24. 

1 5 9 This I believe is due not to the absence of evidence but the absence of detailed publications and often 
the misinterpretation of evidence. For example, courtyards were probably adorned with plants in terracotta 
pots. One such complete vessel was identified at Olynthos (PI. 17 b), although not published and mentioned 
only in Burr Thompson's, (1937) 408-409, fig. 11, article; Nielsen, (1994) 106-7, suggests that there perhaps 
was a garden in the peristyle court of the official palace (Palace V) at Pergamon since no pavement was 
discovered, while elsewhere gardens were identified in the courts of the House of Dionysos at Pella, 263, in 
the Royal Palace at Pella, 265 and possibly in the ' Anaktoron' at Demetrias, 268. 

1 6 0 "Nowadays indeed under the name of gardens people possess the luxury of regular farms and courtry 
houses actually within the city. This practice was first introduced at Athens by that connoisseur of luxurious 
ease, Epicurus; down to his day the custom had not existed of having country dwellings in towns"; there is, 
however, a discrepancy in the literature concerning the Gardens of Epikouros, because according to Cicero 
(de Finibus, 5.1-3), they were located outside the city walls. After a close analysis of the literary and 
archaeological testimonia Dontas concludes that Epikouros had a small house in the city with a modest 
garden, while his 'Gardens', that is his school, were outside the city limits, supra 48, n. 131; in Plato's Kritias 
(112B) a reference is made to " domestic gardens" in early Athens. 
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It is difficult to confirm or deny Pliny's statement. The word kepos appears both in the 

earlier literature and epigraphic sources of Athens. The orator Isaeus (On the estate of Decaeogenes 

11), for example, mentions a certain Decaeogenes who within the city of Athens bought, 

demolished and subsequently converted a neighbouring house into a garden, kepon, which was 

connected to his garden 'ev xn daxsi.' 1 6 1 Epigraphic evidence (IG II 2) of the mid 4th century B C , on 

the other hand, mentions numerous gardens within the city limits. According to one such document, 

a certain Demon bequeathed both his garden near the Asklepeion and his home on the Kolonos to 

the Athenian demos. 1 6 2 Decaeogenes' kepos may have included an ornamental garden; however, 

Demon's kepos on the Kolonos near the Asklepeion was perhaps just a vegetable garden since it was 

not connected to the dwelling. 

It appears that from Roman times at least, especially in the western section of the city, 

gardens were confined to small vegetable and/or floral plots planted within the courtyard area near 

the well . 1 6 3 Three examples from the second Roman phase can be identified to date. One perhaps 

was located within the peristyle house on the N W slope of the Areopagus. Judging by the plan, it 

was adorned with an apsidal, ornamental fountain (PI. 13 c) and perhaps framed by plants along two 

sides as suggested by the series of oval shaped features (four on one side and three on the other) 

1 6 1 "In the city"; in Theophrastos (Characters, 20.9) there is a reference to a garden with lots of fresh 
vegetables; recent excavations at Stymphalos have uncovered a courtyard house of the early Roman period 
with an adjacent area, just south of the courtyard that could have been used as a garden (autopsy). 

1 6 2 Dontas (1971) 23, n. 18; SIG 3 590. 

1 6 3 Dontas, (1971) 23, suggests that such gardens existed in the Classical period down to Roman times; the 
material evidence for these gardens (roots, pot holes) may have been missed by archaeologists. A recent re
examination of the courtyard in the Mycenaean palace at Pylos, for example, indicates that potted plants were 
added to create a garden. Colourful flowerpots were inserted into cupped sinkings in the floor, Hollister 
(1998) 416; Blackman (1998-99) 50; an unpublished flower pot from Olynthos is mentioned by Burr 
Thompson (1937) 408-9, fig. 11. 
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indicated on the plan. Apsidal fountains adorned the houses of Pompeii during the final phase of 

the city ( A D 62-79) when many of the impluvia were transformed into ornamental gardens, as seen 

in the villa of Diomedes, the House of Meleager and the House of the Golden Cupid (PI. 18 a-b). 1 6 5 

The transformation of the Areopagus peristyle house into a possible garden with fountain probably 

took place at a later date, sometime after the construction of the Hadrianic aqueduct. 

Ornamental gardens of the type found in Campanian dwellings, therefore, appear to emerge 

after the Hadrianic period. 1 6 6 A n ornamental garden courtyard located along the south slopes of the 

Hil l of the Nymphs was discovered in a large house dated just before the Herulian invasion. 1 6 7 Yet a 

third example was found along the north slope of the Areopagus in the partially excavated 'peristyle 

garden courtyard house' (PI. 18 c). Although the remains appear to be of the mid 4th century A C 

date, according to the report "the style of the court would be at home in the 2nd or 3rd century."168 

Its characteristic 50 cm. wide garden and small parallel basin, which surrounds the marble paved 

court, have been compared to similar examples excavated in Dugga, Tunisia (PI. 18 d) and in 

Unfortunately, there is no description of these oval features in the reports. Their identification as 
possible holes for flowerpots is mere speculation on my part. In fact, similar square (and some circular) 
holes, dug in a row, were found in the garden of the Hephesteion, Burr Thompson (1937) 399-402, figs. 2,4-
5; the date for the construction of the fountain is also not mentioned, but it is 2nd century or later. 

1 6 5 Richardson, (1988) 353-4, points that in the Villa of Diomedes the fountain may have served as a fish 
tank; for the transformation oi impluvia into gardens see, George (1998) 92-3. 

1 6 6 The Campanian examples from Pompeii and Herculaneum are of course pre A D 79. 

1 6 7 Thompson (1957) 100. A number of other rooms were discovered, including a square chamber, 7.04 x 
7.28 m, with a terrazzo floor, App. 20. 

1 6 8 App. 21; in the surrounding fill of the courtyard nothing earlier than the mid 4th century A C was found, 
while other visible wall remains of the dwelling could either be pre or post-Herulian, Frantz et al. (1988) 36, 
pis. 24 a, 25 a) 
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Ostia. 1 6 9 It should be pointed out, however, that analogous pre-Herulian parallels of atrium garden 

courtyards have been identified in other Achaian cities, such as Patras and Sparta for example (Pis. 

19 a, 66 a-b, 87, a-b). Furthermore upon closer observation of the plan, this mid 4th century 

garden peristyle bears a closer resemblance to the Italian-type peristyle atrium. The rectangular 

shape of the courtyard, the limited amount of space assigned to the open court and the wide 

porticoes suggest that this was a type of Roman atrium house with a peristyle garden, at least, in its 

Late Antique phase. These remains are the first possible indications that we have for the existence 

of a Roman atrium-typo, house in Athens. Whether such structures were erected in pre-Herulian 

Athens remains to be discerned. 

The second innovative architectural feature introduced to Athenian domestic housing is the 

apse, either free-standing or inscribed within a rectangle. Generally speaking in private architecture 

it is associated with large villa structures. It appears in the 1st century A C and is attached to one 

side of the broadroom/oecw^, the largest room in the house. 1 7 1 This design is characteristic of 

bathing complexes, domestic shrines, stibadia and audience halls and found in the 2nd centuries A C 

Villa of Dionysos at Dion and in the 2nd to 3rd centuries courtyard house at Amphipolis. 1 7 2 At 

1 6 9 Frantz et al. (1988) 36, pi. 24 b. 

1 7 0 For Patras see, Chapter 3, infra 181 ff; for Sparta, Chapter 4, infra 244ff; for Frantz's proposal see, 
Frantz et al. (1988) 36; atrium garden courtyards are characteristic of the second Roman period; close ties 
between Patras and Athens is indicated by a Patraean dedicatory inscription found in Athens, see Chapter 3 
on Patras, infra 161. 

1 7 1 Baity, (1984) 490, n. 42, associates the apse with the audience halls of the imperial palace and large 
villas of the empire; Franzt et al. (1988) 34-5, however, does not mention any 1st century B C examples in 
Athens; the apse in Macedonia appears in the 2nd-3rd centuries A C courtyard house at Amphipolis, Stikas 
(1973) 39-41, (1975) 74-9, insert pi. E, pi. 71 c, and in the 2nd century A C Villa of Dionysos at Dion, 
Pandermalis (1996) 210-2 and (1997) 51. 

1 7 2 Two apsidal rooms at Dion were shrines and perhaps also the one at Amphipolis judging from the 
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Athens the apse became a prominent feature of Late Antique housing, and primarily appears in the 

so-called philosophical schools where it may, in some instances, have served as a private 

theatre/lecture hal l . 1 7 3 The only pre-Herulian example in Athens is located on the south slope of the 

Acropolis, beneath the so-called House of Proclus (PI. 19 b). It, however, is not a free-standing apse 

but is inscribed within the rectangular wal l . 1 7 4 

W a t e r W o r k s 

Water sources appear to have been a continuous object of concern in ancient Athens. 

Herakleides Kretikos informs us that "the city was not well watered," while Pausanias (1,14,1) adds 

that despite the numerous wells there were an insufficient number of springs within Athens. In 

certain areas, houses had not only one or more wells from which to draw water, but also a cistern. 

Along the south slope of the Acropolis evidence of water shortage and attempts to collect every 

drop are evident from Archaic to Hellenistic and Roman periods. 1 7 5 

religious paraphernalia (altars, bull horns, statuettes, etc.) found near by; for Dion see Pandermalis (1996) 
212; for Amphipolis, Stikas (1973) 39, pis. 47 b, 49 b, 50 a, 51 a-b, and (1975) 78; for the use and date of the 
apsidal structure as a dining hall see, Dunbabin (1991) 128-32. Literary references to stibadia appear as early 
as the 1st century A C but they become prevalent in the 4* to 5 th centuries A C . 

1 7 3 For other theories, see supra n. 127. 

1 7 4 App. 31; the apsidal room (R2) belongs to the 3rd century according to stratigraphic analysis, but it was 
never completed by the time of the Herulian invasion, Meliades (1955) 46-5; the pre Herulian remains may 
be associated with the house of Plutarch, the founder of the school. Evidence for this theory comes from the 
extent of the remains that rivaled the large structures south of the agora; second, from the passage in the Vita 
Prodi 29, of Marinus [Boissonade (1966)] who mentions that the house of Proclus was once occupied by 
Plutarch and Syrianus and that it was located "near the Asklepeion made famous by Sophocles and the temple 
and theatre of Dionysos" and that it could be "seen, or at least discerned, by someone standing on the 
Acropolis of Athena"; third from, a fragmentary inscription of a Neoplatonic, perhaps, philosophical content 
with the words 'oocplnv', 'PIOTOV'; and fourth from a philosopher type portrait found earlier in this area, 
Meliades (1955) 48-9. 

1 7 5 The E-W Peisistrateion hydraulic installations consist of conduits and a cistern, Charitonides (1973) 3, 
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With the expansion of Athens in the 2nd century, the problem had to be addressed and 
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Hadrian responded by constructing an aqueduct and providing other solutions. Previously 

existing water networks were expanded, as were the hydraulic installations along the south slope of 

the Acropolis. The system was enhanced by the construction of conduits and large rectangular 

cisterns. An earlier flat roofed pre-Herulian structure was erected along the slope towards the east 
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and later, to the west, a large vaulted Roman cistern was added. The plethora of wells ~ which 

often communicated underground — discovered in the courtyards of Roman period houses, just 

south of the Great Retaining wall along the south slope of the Acropolis, express the citizens' 

attempts to solve their water shortage.178 A similar situation was observed along the north slope of 
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the Areopagus where Roman wells and cisterns of domestic structures were excavated. 

There was no standard location for wells within the courtyard. For convenience sake a 

position near the service areas would have been favoured but this was not always the case since 

wells often predated the existing house plan. As the layout of the oikos changed, so did the position 

of the well in relation to the various rooms of the household. In the simple courtyard House N of 

the Industrial District, for example, the well was located to the south side of the courtyard near the 

fig. 1. The N-S Hellenistic conduits, lm in diameter, reflects the serious attempts taken by the Athenians in 
the collection and distribution of water; Meliades (1957) 24. 

1 7 6 Kokkou (1970) 13; see also Walker (1987) 60-71. 

1 7 7 Charitonides (1973) 3, fig. 1; Meliades (1957) 24-5, fig. 1. 

1 7 8 Meliades (1957) 24. 

1 7 9 Shear Sr. (1941) 7; Graber, (1905) 1-64, pl.l, discusses the hydraulic installations along the south slope 
of the Areopagus. 

60 



1 s o 
tiled paved alcove, the presumed kitchen area of the home (PI. 9 b). In the neighbouring House O, 

one did not even exist within the dwelling, but was located in a separate enclosure outside the home, 

181 

to the north-west. 

Within the larger peristyle homes a similar anomaly exists. The House of Aristodemos, for 

example, judging from the plan (PI. 11 b), appears not to have had a well. In the Peristyle Garden 

House on the N W slope of the Areopagus, however, a simple marble framed well head was 

discovered within the courtyard, next to the N W colonnade and away from the service areas and 

main rooms (PI. 13 c). Furthermore, in a peristyle house on the N E slope of the Hil l of the Nymphs 

the well is positioned towards the western comer of the courtyard, whereas in the Dipylon Peristyle 

House it is situated within the northern portico, next to the S W comer of room II a (PI. 15 b). The 

elaborate wall decorations, marble chip floor pavements and the northern orientation of these rooms 

indicate that they were not service areas. The odd position of the well, on the other hand, implies 

that it belonged to a previously existing dwelling. With the 2nd century A C expansion and 

remodelling perhaps of the earlier structure, the position of the well within the courtyard was 

altered. 

The appearance of Athenian domestic wellheads seems rather shoddy in comparison to the 

more elaborate and refined earlier Delian counterparts. They consist of a simple rectangular stone 
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well curb framing a circular aperture that was probably covered with a stone plaque. The Delian 

1 8 0 The well had an octagonal opening covered by a large well curb that fitted to the floor and the well shaft 
itself was neatly lined by drums of tile, Young (1951) 275. 

1 8 1 Young (1951) 276. 

1 8 2 House N of the Industrial District had a well lined with tile drums and an octagonal well curb, Young 
(1951) 275; as for the dimensions of domestic wells few measurements (diameter and depth) are mentioned 
in the reports. Young, (1951) 275, however, does point out that the depth of the well in House N was 10.6 m. 
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examples, on the other hand, were more elaborate and resembled cylindrical stone altars; some 

actually were reused altars. They were positioned over the aperture and were often decorated with 

garlands and boukrania in relief, while above them at times stood a carved post and lintel feature 

(PI. 20 a). 1 8 3 

B U I L D I N G M A T E R I A L S A N D T E C H N I Q U E S 

Construction materials of the Roman period are of an eclectic nature and primarily conform 

to traditional building techniques. The widespread destruction that befell certain areas of the city in 

86 B C provided a source of readily available building material from various epochs for the 

rebuilding of the city in the 1st and 2nd centuries A C . A sample of this eclecticism was identified in 

a 2nd century A C house near the Varvakeion Square where irregular quarried stones were employed 

in the east wall, sections of baked bricks and conglomerate stone were used for the west wall, and 

marble blocks and irregular stone for the cross wal l . 1 8 4 In House N from the Industrial District, on 

the other hand, the socles were comprised of reused material of poros, limestone and conglomerate 

stones. For the eastern and western walls of this dwelling, in particular, large square blocks of 

but does not indicate the diameter of the well; the average depth of a well (both public and private) in the area 
of the Agora was around ten meters, while the average diameter was around 0.90 m, Thompson and 
Wycherley (1972) 197; the depth of the well varied by period. Archaic wells averaged ca 9m, Classical wells 
ca 13m, 3r d century B C wells ca 16m and 2 n d century B C wells ca 13.5m, Camp (1977) 103, 142,226 

1 8 3 Chamonard (1922-24) pi. 63. 

1 8 4 The Varvakeion statue of Athena was found within a brick niche of this structure, Lange (1880) 371; 
Kourouniotis(1913) 199. 
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conglomerate stone from earlier structures where also utilized. As for the superstructure, it is 

assumed that sun dried bricks were employed, since no baked brick was found. 1 8 5 

In the early part of the Roman phase, 1st centuries B C and A C , mud-brick continued to be 

the favoured building material for the upper walls. Baked brick, on the other hand, appears to have 

made its debut in public architecture, at least, as early as the late 1st century B C in the Southwest 

Baths, S W of the Agora, but it was perhaps not until the Hadrianic period that it gained 

popularity. 1 8 6 It was employed in the balneum north of the Olympieion along with stone plinths and 

a binding material of lime and fragments of red ostraca. 1 8 7 In the 'gymnasium,' located along 

Leophoros Olgas in 'Hadrian's city,' opus mixtum, alternating bands of stone and baked brick, was 

used. 1 8 8 Despite the increasing popularity of baked brick, it routinely appeared in public rather than 

private edifices. Consequently in domestic architecture, for reasons perhaps of economy and 

conservatism, traditional methods and local materials were commonly favoured. 

Due to the recycling process of architectural material and the survival of earlier domestic 

structures, one can document the evolution of masonry styles in the domestic units of Roman 

Athens, from the late Classical stone rubble/mud-brick combination to the introduction of opus 

testaceum in the Imperial period. Large Acropolis limestone orthostates, for example, used in the 

1 8 5 Young (1951) 274-5. 

1 8 6 For the Southwest Baths, constructed of rubble concrete with the interior of the circular bath lined in 
brick (0.25 to 0.45 m thick) and dated to the end of the 1st century B C see, Shear, Jr. (1969) 398-9; solid 
brick construction was used in baths south of the Agora, Dodge (1987) 108, n. 18. 

1 8 7 Travlos (1949) 32. 

188Philios(1889)9. 

1 8 9 It appears however, that brick was used in the elaborate villas of the wealthy in Hadrian's city, since the 
balneum may have been a private one. 
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construction of the House of the Parrot Mosaic erected in the 4th or 3rd centuries B C , survived into 

the later Roman phases and can still be seen today in the andron. The only consistent element 

throughout Athenian domestic construction is the material used in the foundations of structures. 

Local limestone was the stone of preference, a hard stone often distinguished by a bluish tinge, 

while in the Hellenistic period conglomerate blocks were used. 1 9 0 

Another significant building material introduced to Roman Athens is concrete. This element 

was not common in wall construction until the 2nd century A C . 1 9 1 Evidence suggests that it was 

used in a limited context, primarily to protect the walls from moisture. The foundation stones from 

the south and west sides of House T had an exterior facing of cement that protected them from the 

dripping eaves. In the case of House N a sloping shield of cement was used to coat the foundation 

walls along the west side guarding them against moisture from the Great Drain. The protective 

layer of cement was so resilient that it still survives today, even though the stones it meant to protect 

192 

have long since been removed. 

In conclusion, the surviving walls of Athenian dwellings are not only a testimony to the 

evolution of construction techniques and materials, but also stand as significant monuments of 

Athenian social history. Titbits of Athenian economic activity and financial practices have left their 

mark on the exterior walls of the city's oikoi. The custom of inscribing mortgage details, including 

Thompson (1966) 53; the type of stone used depended on the period, information provided by Dr. B. 
Tsakirgis. 

1 9 1 For the rubble concrete core of Southwest Bath see, supra n. 186; a rare example of opus reticulatum, 
for which a date was not mentioned in the text, was used in the wall of a water basin located on the terrace of 
the East Building, Thompson (1976) 47. 

1 9 2 Young (1951) 279. 
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the owner's name, on the facades of houses — a practice reported at other sites ~ provide us 

with valuable insight into the social customs and prosopography of otherwise unknown individuals. 

WALL AND FLOOR DECORATIONS 

Exterior and interior adornments of domestic space play an important role in the study of 

ancient housing. They can provide an approximate date within which a dwelling was either 

constructed or refurbished, and glimpses into the decorative tastes of individuals and society, in 

general, at a particular point in time. Furthermore, they are a primary indicator of the owner's 

affluence and reflect the evolution of wall and floor decorations of a particular, city, area or region 

of the empire. Provided there are enough examples for comparison, schools of painters and 

mosaicist can also be detected. 

Literary evidence for the exterior appearance of Athenian houses is limited. Hellenistic 

Athens had mostly 'mean houses' according to Herakleidis Kretikos (FHG, n, p. 254). 1 9 5 early 

Roman Athens perhaps had a similar, i f not more dismal image. Herakleides' account, however, is 

believed by some to be a rhetorical statement, a device used to emphasize the sharp contrast that 

1 9 3 Thompson (1966) 53. 

1 9 4 At Olynthos 15 such inscriptions were found, 9 of which provide sufficient information (names of 
purchaser/lender, vendor/borrower, description of property, amount of money, etc.), while others were also 
found in Chalkidike, Attica, Tenos, and Camarina, Nevett (2000) 329-30, n. 6, and (1999) 68-74; Nevett, 
(2000) 333, also points out that the Olynthian examples were displayed on the exterior of the house walls, in 
full view, or just inside the entrance court, or in the andron. 

1 9 5 "The whole city is dry, not well watered, badly laid out on account of its antiquity. Most of the houses 
are mean, the nice ones few. A stranger would doubt, on seeing it first, if this were really the renowned city 
of the Athenians" translated by Truesdell Brown (1965) 245; it should be pointed out that the above quote 
was earlier attributed to Pseudo-Dikaiarchos, Thompson (1958) 147; Herakleidis Kretikos (3rd-2nd centuries 
BC). 
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existed between public/sacred and private edifices. 1 9 6 The traditional simplicity attributed to the 

Classical/Hellenistic Athenian homes is also reflected in Plutarch's account of Phocion's house 

which "even to the present day...is pointed out in Melite, adorned with bronze disks, but otherwise 

plain and simple," (Phocion, 28, 5). This account suggests that the dwellings of great men from the 

past were austere, whereas in Plutarch's time more elaborate residences were preferred. The 

elaborate Hellenistic polychrome tessellated mosaic pavement from Sarre Str. 9 and the andron at 

Menander Str. 9, however, suggest otherwise.1 9 7 Athens, in general, compared to the more ornate, 
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well-planned and contemporary cities of the east, would have looked rather shoddy and bleak. 

The Sullan invasion did not remedy the situation. 

During the second Roman phase, on the other hand, with the construction of 

Hadrianoupolis/New Athens ~ with its gymnasia, thermae, sanctuaries and villas of stone or brick 

and its plastered and whitewashed homes — the city's housing acquired a more monumental 

appearance. The custom of plastering and whitewashing the exterior walls of homes in order to 

protect and preserve the mud-brick and rubble surfaces, was a common practice. 1 9 9 The Tanagrans, 

1 9 6 Walter-Karyde (1996) 94. 

1 9 7 For the mosaic pavement from Sarre Str. 9 see, AA 24 (1969) 72-73, fig. 1, pi. 60; Moorman and 
Swinkels (1983) 250, 242, disagree with the Hellenistic date and assigned it to the 1st century B C on stylistic 
grounds, see also infra 79, n. 243. 

1 9 8 If, however, Demosthenes' (UI Olynthiaka, 25-26; Against Aristocrates, 206-208) statement - in which 
he attacks the extravagance and luxurious life style of his fellow Athenians and accuses them of erecting 
homes more stately than public buildings- is accepted at face value then Herakleides passing through Athens 
half a century later would not have failed to observe such structures; on the other hand, the large ornate 
pebble mosaic andron at Menander Str. 9 — remnants of a once very large city villa — stands as a testimony to 
the orator's remarks, AA 22 (1967) 98, pi. 91, AA 30 (1975) 24, fig. 5 pi. 25 b. 

1 9 9 Mud brick if not protected from the elements would not last long; public buildings were also 
whitewashed, Demosthenes (Against Aristocrates, 208); remains of what appears to be exterior wall plaster 
have been found at Stymphalia (personal observation). 
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however, took extra care in the exterior adornment of their homes for according to Herakleides 

Kretikos (FHG n. p. 254), they had houses with "impressive entrances" that enhanced the city's 

image.2 0 0 The simple stuccoed facade, however, of Athenian domestic units did not differ greatly, 

Of) 1 

but for a few exceptions, from those found in other cities. It should, however, be pointed out that 

the houses of Athens have not been published in detail. Future work on this topic may bring to light 

evidence of exterior adornment not yet documented. 

Interior wall decoration, on the other hand, was more elaborate and quite distinct for it 

included wall paintings, panelled paintings, marble revetments and stucco work. Lucian, in fact, 

speaks of "lofty mansions of expensive marble" and walls "with the luxuriant dyes of colour" 

(Amores, 34) 2 0 2 In addition to the literary evidence, fragmentary remains of wall paintings were 

"The city stands on a stony height, the land looks white and the soil is clayey; its beauty is enhanced by 
houses with impressive entrances, and by carvings ornamented by colours in wax." translated by Brown 
(1965) 247; the actual Greek text is: " H 8e nolle, xpa%e\a UEV K C U UEteropog, Xeniai 8e xr| emcpaveia Kai 
apyiMxnSrn;-

 TOIC, TOW oucuov 7ipo0upou; Kai eyKaiJuao-rv avaGeuaxiKou; KcOJaaza KaraoKeuaau£vr|." We do 
not know exactly what is meant by "impressive entrances" or how they were adorned; Fraser, (1900) 65, 
however, based on the same passage of Herakleides Kritikos describes the Tanagran houses as having 
"...pretty painted porches"; Demosthenes, (HJ Olynthiaka, 29), comments on the measures taken to beautify 
the city of Athens-such as paving streets, constructing fountains, and whitewashing—houses may also have 
been included in this scheme; wall adornments incised or painted (PI. 20 b) in imitation of masonry blocks 
found in monumental architecture, as seen in Habitation HE and in the Maison de la Colline at Delos, 
Chamonard (1922-24) figs. 223, 227, and at Amphipolis, Lazarides (1983) 35-6, pi. 39, may also have 
adorned the exterior of the more prestigious homes,. 

2 0 1 At Stymphalos, plaster fragments were found outside the Roman Courtyard House, information 
provided by site supervisor, Dr. Susan Marie Conkrite-Price, and on possibly the exterior wall (southern wall 
of courtyard) of the Ashlar House, personal observation; in areas where stone was in abundance and, 
therefore, the primary building material, dwellings were constructed exclusively of rock as at Horraon in 
Epeiros, Dakaris (1986) 120, and at Dystos in Euboea, Luce (1971) 145, but even in these cases the seems 
and cracks between the stones were plastered to keep out rain water etc. 

2 0 2 The book Amores is a assigned to Pseudo-Lucian and the date is unknown, but an early 4th century AC 
is suggested based on references in the text to decaying cities in Lycia, etc., see Macleod (1967) 147-8; the 
marble revetted and the beautifully painted walls, mentioned by Lucian, were perhaps a typical adornment 
found in any wealthy home throughout the Roman empire, not just Lycia. The relevant text discusses in 
general the progress of man who advanced from living in caves and dressing in animal skins to wearing fine 
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also identified. On the fragmentary remains of the First Style wall plaster from the Pompieion in 

Athens (destroyed by Sulla in 86 BC) , for example, elements from the Second Style of Pompeian 

painting were identified; the drafting was not depicted in relief, as was common, but painted on with 

9m 

shading and highlights. 

Wall painting styles evolved according to personal preferences, wealth and artistic trends of 

the period. Elegance and refinement are observed in the surviving fragments of an elaborate, 

plastered, cornice, as well as in the remains of round and lozenged shaped ceiling panels, in high 

relief, discovered in a large peristyle house on the slopes of the Kolonos. 2 0 4 The 2nd to early 3rd 

centuries House P from the Industrial District, for example, located just north of House O (PI. 3) has 

retained part of its stucco decoration.2 0 5 Literary testimonia confirm the popularity of elaborate wall 

decorations within the homes of the wealthy from early times. Plutarch (Alcibiades, 16; Andocides, 

4.17) for example mentions an anecdote according to which Alcibiades had his walls decorated by 
206 

Agatharchus whom he had imprisoned within his home until the project was completed. Wealthy 

individuals in fact had pinakes or pinakes gegrammenoi as attested inscribed in the Attic stelai and 

mentioned by Pollux (Onomasticon 10). 2 0 7 The popularity, in fact, of pinakes within the homes of 

woven garments and dwelling in elaborate houses. 

2 0 3 Ling (1991) 22. 

2 0 4 The cornice and ceiling panels were found on the 8 x 8m mosaic floor. The house was destroyed by the 
Herulii, Thompson (1948) 170. 

2 0 5 Young (1951) 277. 

2 0 6 Pinakes or pinakes gegrammenoi are the panels or painted panels that adorned the walls of a room; 
Xenophon (Memorabilia, 3.8.10; Oeconomicus, 9.2); Plato (Politeia, 529 B) mentions the "en orophe 
poikilmata" which were stucco ornaments on the cornices and ceilings; Walter-Karyde (1996) 54. 

2 0 7 See also Pollux (Onomasticon, 10. 83) and Pippin (1956) 326. 

68 



the wealthy during the Roman period is substantiated by the hoards amassed by Roman emperors 

and wealthy individuals. 2 0 8 Despite the literary and archaeological evidence, there is a stumbling 

block to the study of wall painting and decoration in Roman Athens, due to the limited fragmentary 

remains and, most importantly, the absence of detailed descriptions or publications 2 0 9 Nonetheless, 

a partial overview of wall adornment within the domestic sphere is possible. 

Four styles of wall decoration have been documented in Roman Athens. These include 

monochrome surfaces, white and/or red; marble revetted walls; a type of the Fourth Pompeian style 

(associated with 1st century A C context); as well as a 2nd and 3rd centuries A C panelled wall style 

with dado. The plain stuccoed and whitewashed walls of humble domains and service areas, or 

rooms of secondary importance, were common throughout antiquity. Marble revetted walls, on the 

other hand, were primarily reserved for the more important rooms of the household. This 

Hellenistic wall decoration, commonly associated with palatial residences and dwellings of the elite, 

was also popular in the more affluent Athenian homes of the 1st century A C and in the villas of 

New Athens. Evidence for this type of interior decor has surfaced, albeit fragmentary, in house N 

from the Industrial District of Athens. 

2 0 8 Pliny, (NH, 35, 131, 70); Petronius (Satyricon, 83). 

2 0 9 No detailed descriptions were provided for the decorative wall paintings of a 2nd century large, Roman 
peristyle house south of the Acropolis (at the Erechtheiou and Dionysiou Areopagitou intersection), Meliades 
(1955) 50; for the painted and plastered walls from the early Roman peristyle house with the apsidal fountain 
on the NW shoulder of the Areopagus see, Shear, Sr. (1940) 273 and Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 185; 
for the Roman period houses along the south slope of the Acropolis and south of the Odeion of Herodes see, 
Meliades (1957) 24. 

2 1 0 Young (1951) 275; of course since these marble fragments were not found in situ, but in the courtyard 
well, it is impossible to conclude whether they belong to the original building phase or to some later, pre-
Herulian remodeling. 
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Wall paintings are also associated with the more prosperous homes. The earliest surviving 

remains come from the Hellenistic/early Roman phase (to the end of the 1st century A C ) of House 

A at the junction of Dionysiou Areopagitou 35 and Kalisperide 16 (App.23) and from beneath 

Hadrian's Library (App.22). The fragments, in the former example, depict marble revetments and 

linear designs, while in the latter, part of a base of a lamp stand on a red band. 2 1 1 From the last part 

of the 1st century A C , evidence for wall paintings originates from homes that lined the northern 

border of the Agora and were destroyed during the Hadrianic period to make way for the basilica. 

The large amounts of plaster fragments discovered indicate that the occupants favoured a version of 

the so-called 'Fourth Pompeian Style,' in which a series of fantastic architectural motifs were 

arranged on a bright red background. 2 1 2 A date close to the last quarter of the 1st century A C was 

assigned to these frescoes.213 

No other traces of wall decorations from the pre-Hadrianic phase of the Industrial District, 

or for that matter, any other area of Athens have been documented. This complete absence of wall 

embellishment from the early Roman period is superseded by a period with more substantial 

remains of elaborate wall and floor decorations dating to the 2nd to 3rd centuries. A study of these 

remains indicates that the character of the Industrial Quarters had altered during the later phase. 

There appears to have been a rise in the standard of living, judging from the increase in the amount 

of elaborate wall and floor decorations excavated. 

2 1 1 At Dionysiou Aeropagitou 35 and Kallispere 16, AA 48 (1993) 35-9; for remains beneath Hadrian's 
Library, AA 49 (1994) 18-20, fig. 1 

2 1 2 Shear, Jr. (1973) 136-7. 

2 1 3 Shear, Jr. (1973) 137, n. 40. Unfortunately, no illustrations were included in the report. 
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From this final period, primarily the HadrianicVAntonine phase, the most intricate wall 

paintings of Athenian domestic architecture have survived. They are composed of plain, vertical, 

rectangular panels defined by coloured bands arranged above a simple painted dado. With slight 

adaptations, this decorative formula appears to be the dominating wall scheme of the period, down 

to the Herulian invasion (PI. 21) 2 1 4 

In the peristyle house at the N E corner of the Agora (App. 13; PI. 16 a), a room west of the 

courtyard, possibly a broadroom/oecw^, initially had white plastered walls (2nd century). This 

simple, monochrome surface was subsequently replaced by large rectangular panels (0.52 m x 1.55 

m) framed by bands of red, black and green. The panels rested on a simple black band placed above 

a yellow dado (0.22 m high). At least two additional remodelling phases were identified in the 

surviving remains of a room along the east side of the corridor; one from the first half of the 2nd 

century, after the building of the Hadrianic basilica, 2 1 5 and a second around the mid 3rd century. 2 1 6 

Both phases had an identical design, which consisted of a dado displaying unique panels in 

217 • • • • 

imitation of marble. In addition to the wall paintings, fragments of marble revetments were also 

discovered within the same unit, 2 1 8 originating perhaps from the more elaborate quarters of the 

2 1 4 The rooms in the peristyle house along the NW slope of the Areopagus were adorned with stucco 
decoration. The best were found in the large room in the north corner of the house with wall paintings of 
alternating red and yellow panels, a blue dado and a black string course, Frantz et al. (1988) 35. Despite the 
fact that this decoration is post-Herulian, the designs do not appear to change much from their predecessors. 

2 1 5 The date assigned is based on pottery from the building layer, Shear, Jr. (1973) 143-4, n. 55, and by the 
debris sealed beneath the floor of the west room that originated from the destruction of the houses to the west 
in order to make way for the Hadrianic basilica. 

2 1 6 Evidence is based on pottery fragments and two coins of Gordian HI found sealed beneath the latest 
floors and from the well during its period of use, Shear, Jr. (1973) 144. 

2 1 7 Shear, Jr. (1973) 143. 

2 1 8 Shear, Jr. (1973) 144. 
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second storey above. This evidence clearly indicates the persistence and continuing popularity of 

219 

the Hellenistic architectural-type wall scheme. 

Similar wall patterns were identified in peristyle houses located on the slopes of the Kolonos 

and on the east slope of the Hil l of the Nymphs. The walls of dwellings in this area were well 
220 

preserved to over a meter high, due to the four to six meter accumulation of earth. Enough 

evidence, therefore, survived that enabled archaeologists to reconstruction the wall frescoes of these 

rather pretentious dwellings. From this study a common theme emerged which consisted of panels 

painted on a white background, and resting on a mottled white dado. These rectangular panels were 

framed with coloured bands of varying widths, in shades of red, yellow and black. A n added touch 
221 

to the overall design was the elegant green, or elsewhere red, vertical floral pattern (PI. 21 a), a 

motif that can also be found in the house by the Dipylon Gate (PI. 22). Outside of Athens a similar 

pattern was identified in the north room of the Roman peristyle house at Mytilene where a blue 
222 

dado and linear designs adorned the wall surface. 

Figural motifs at times were also displayed within the panels. One such example was 

located in a Roman period house near the Varvakeion Square, where the Varvakeion Athena was 
2 1 9 If the earlier plastered surface of the eastern room was adorned sometime during or after the 

construction of the dwelling in the mid 2nd century, then the top layer may belong to the final remodeling 
stage which is placed in the mid 3rd century A C . This provides a good indication of the popularity of paneled 
and banded wall decoration. Unfortunately though, only the dado survives and nothing from the upper wall 
portions that might indicate slight decorative variations. 

2 2 0 Thompson (1957)99. 

2 2 1 Thompson (1949) 217; Thompson (1948) 170; the house was destroyed in the Herulian sack of A D 
267, Frantz et al. (1988) 185; Young, (1951) 277, suggests in his report that the panels were designed to 
contain figures but were never completed. This I think is difficult to deduce since painted wall panels were 
also left plain and did not always include a figural image. 

2 2 2 Williams (1989) 165. 
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found. Within one of the alternating red and yellow wall panels, a duck was painted standing next 

to a column supported on an Attic base. 2 2 3 Judging from the report, the fresco appears to belong to 

the category of panelled wall decoration with a figural image/s, comparable perhaps to those found 

00 A 

at Eleusis that have been assigned to the 2nd century A C (PI. 23 a). Consequently, a date within 

the second Roman phase for the Varvakeion wall paintings would be acceptable. 

A third variation of this standard panel theme surfaced over 100 years ago in the peristyle 

house near the Dipylon Gate. The two rooms, Ua & lib, excavated were plastered with an off-white 

surface and decorated with panels defined by red, green, and yellow bands that rested on a mottled 

red, blue and white dado. Above and below the panelled sections large red floral patterns appear 
OO^i 

resembling Aeolic capitals (trendels) capped with a trident-type motif (PI. 22). This particular 

variation appears to have been common in Athens. It was first detected in two of the houses 

situated on the south slope of the Areopagus: one in a later Roman remodelling of the 4th century 

B C house of the Parrot mosaic, and the other in the house of Aristodemos (PI. 24 a). 2 2 6 Its 

popularity, however, was not confined to Athens alone, but emerges in a courtyard house of the 
001 0051 

Antonine period at Delos (PI. 23 b), and in three Theran dwellings (Pis. 24 b-26). These wall 
2 2 3 The panels rested on a red dado, Lang (1881) 371-2. 

2 2 4 App. 37; Philios (1888) 77-82, pi. 4; wall panels in room M from the Palazzo at Thera also display 
fragmentary vegetal motifs (PI. 26 c). 

2 2 5 Koumanoudes (1874-75) 19. 

2 2 6 These, unfortunately, have not been published or properly dated. Dorpfeld, through personal 
communication with Leroux, had vaguely dated one fresco from the House of the Parrot mosaic "qu'a 
l'epoque romaine avancee" while the other is simply of "the Roman period," Leroux (1909) 69, 71, n. 4, figs. 
101-2; Thompson (1966) 52. 

2 2 7 The house was built over the Hypostyle Hall, Leroux (1909) 71. 

2 2 8 In the house of Pothetos, in the "Palazzo" and in Building D, Hiller von Gaertringen (1899-1909) 148, 
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paintings, however, are not identical and slight variations do exist. At Eleusis, the floral element 

that divides the Athenian panels (PI. 21a) was replaced by a plain cylinder, with or without a wreath 

(PI. 23 a). The panels rested on a plain dado while, elsewhere, simple spiral ornaments were added 

at intervals. At Delos (PI. 23 b) and Thera (house of Pothetos and building D (Pis. 24 a, 25 b) these 

spirals ended in trident tips, at the 'Palazzo' of Thera a caduceus was added (PI. 26 a, 25 a), and at 

Athens simple arrow tips. 2 2 9 The spiral motifs at the house near the Dipylon Gate, however, 

combine all three elements: trendel, arrow tips and the trident (PI. 22). 

Other representative wall decorations of the 2nd to 3rd centuries found west of the 

Areopagus reflect an architectural style reminiscent of Hellenistic Delos. In these remains the dado 

imitates ashlar masonry or slabs of marble found in marble panelled walls (PI. 21 c-d). 2 3 0 Above 

231 

the dado lies a row of light or dark coloured vertical panels defined by bands. Recent discoveries 

at the junction of Dionysiou Areopagitou, 35, and Kallispere, 16, have brought to light early Roman 

domestic wall paintings of a linear design, as well as a 3rd century example. The dado in the 

latter example is of primary interest for it displays square and rhomboid designs (PI. 27 a) that 

pi. 4, pp. 162, 164, pi. 2, p. 187, pi. 1; Leroux (1909) 69; Philios (1888) 77-82, pi. 4; Hiller von Gaertringen 
(1899-1909) 170, n. 5; the excavator here parallels the Delian example with those at Eleusis, Leroux (1909) 
71, but I fail to see the resemblance, other than in the basic panel design. 

2 2 9 Volute or rinceaux endings were also found in Athens, and in Building D and the Palazzo at Thera (Pis. 
24 a-25 b-c), Leroux (1909) 71, pi. 2. Also check n. 2 for variations in the colouring of the bands. 

2 3 0 Frantz et al. (1988) 185. 

2 3 1 Frantz et al. (1988) 185. 

2 3 2 Blackman (1998-1999) 8, figs. 8-9. 
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commonly appear in other areas of Roman Greece, such as Amphipolis, Thera (PI. 26 b) and the 

House of the Diamonds at Knossos. 2 3 3 

In conclusion, the variety of decorative orthostates and panelled wall patterns that have 

surfaced may point to the presence of significant Athenian workshop/s, active not only in Athens 

and in nearby Eleusis, but also on the islands of Delos and Thera. This diversity may be an 

indication of the wide range of decorative possibilities offered by a school or schools of painters, or 

they may reflect the characteristic traits of a particular workshop and/or period: Hadrianic, 

Antonine, or 3rd century as suggested by the parallels identified at Knossos and Amphipolis. Future 

publications and detailed descriptions of wall fragments and their dated contexts will assist in 

establishing chronological boundaries within which the evolution of Athenian wall paintings can be 

documented. 

Floor pavements 

Floor decorations range from simple hard packed earth/clay versions to the more elaborate 

mosaic or marble varieties. The type chosen varied depending on the economic status of the owner 

or the significance and function of the room within the household. The study and classification of 

mosaic floors is hindered by the limited material available for study, the deterioration of surviving 

examples due to time and extended use, and by the absence of publications. 

A case in point is a noteworthy tessellated pavement with geometric designs uncovered in 

room C from a peristyle house at the junction of Erechtheiou and Areopagitou Strs., located along 

2 3 3 For Thera see, Hiller von Gaertringen (1899-1909) pi. 3.4, room C; for Knossos see, Sackett and Jones 
(1979) 19-20; for Amphipolis, Lazarides (1982) 48, pis. 29-30; for similar incised motifs on wall decoration 
found in the 2nd century A C apsidal house at Amphipolis see, Stikas (1973) 39-40, pi. 48 b, and in a Roman 
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the south slope of the Areopagus. According to the excavators the date of the mosaic may predate 

the 2nd century remodelling of the house; however, they record no detailed description of the motifs 

or the materials employed. A rather vague chronology was also provided for the marble chip 

floors of a peristyle house from the N W slope of the Areopagus, broadly attributed to the early 

Roman period. 2 3 5 

Frequently, entire floors were completely destroyed, as observed in House O from the 

Industrial District, and i f abandoned, they were often stripped of any valuable materials such as, 

wood, marble or mosaics. 2 3 7 Furthermore, due to the durable nature of mosaic pavements, they 

often outlived the period they were constructed by serving, not only the original owner/s, but also 

subsequent generations. A case in point is the House of the Greek Mosaic, situated between the 

slopes of the Areopagus and the Pnyx. The pebble mosaic, both in the main room and the vestibule 

of this Hellenistic andron, were well maintained and in use down to the 4th century A C (Pis. 27 c, 

28 a). It perhaps by this time had become an object of antiquarian interests. 2 3 8 

(public?) building at Kassandrea, Sismanides (1989) 360-1. 

2 3 4 Young (1951) 276; of course as often occurs in these brief reports no detailed description is provided 
concerning the types of stone used or the patterns displayed. 

2 3 5 Shear, Sr. (1940) 273; Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 185; Thompson (1966) 69; the SE room was 
paved with a marble chip floor, in which the chips were positioned lengthwise creating a uniform design by 
stressing the length of the room. Stone chips were also placed in parts of the courtyard, as well as in the bench 
along the east side of the main room. 

2 3 6 Young (1951) 226. 

2 3 7 At Stymphalos, a single marble piece from a once elaborate 1st century A C opus sectUe floor pavement 
is the only surviving evidence for its existence (PI. 27 b). The piece accidentally must have fallen while 
being carted off for use elsewhere for it was not found in situ. 

2 3 8 Thompson (1966) 52-3; another pebble mosaic still in use during the Roman period was discovered in 
the NW corner room of a large peristyle house on the West slope of the Areopagus, Frantz et al. (1988) 35; a 
third pebble floor in the House of the Parrot Mosaic was paved over in the 2nd century, Thompson and 
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The floors of homes along the north side of the Agora, rebuilt between the end of the 1st 

century B C and 1st century A C , were paved with tile chips embedded in mortar. 2 3 9 This was a 

utilitarian type of pavement, characteristic of the period, and found in the dwellings of the Industrial 

District. In House N the chips were placed, raised on edge in the 'alcove' area located in the SW 

corner of the courtyard and in the N E room, while a more refined floor of marble chip mosaic 

pavement was found in the courtyard (PI. 9 b) . 2 4 0 The floors in the remaining rooms were 

completely destroyed, but the fragments of marble tiles found in the post Herulian well deposits 

suggest that marble plaques were also used for floor pavements.2 4 1 

The popularity of the marble chip pavement appears to have continued into the 2nd century 

A C and was favoured for the courtyards of the well-to-do homes. Such pavements have been 

identified in Houses Q and T of the Industrial District, and in the courtyard and rooms Ha and lib of 

the peristyle house in the Dipylon area (PI. 15 b) 2 4 2 Courtyards of the more pretentious homes in 

the Hadrianic and subsequent periods, however, were paved in marble slabs. One such example 

was excavated in a substantial residence along the north slope of the Areopagus and a second in the 

peristyle house from the N E comer of the Agora . 2 4 3 

Wycherley(1972) 185. 

2 3 9 Shear, Jr. (1973) 142 andn. 54. 

2 4 0 In the plan the two adjacent rooms also appeared to be paved with chips, but whether they were of 
terracotta or marble is unknown. 

2 4 1 Young (1951) 274-5. 

2 4 2 In the plan the two adjacent rooms also appear to be paved with stone chips; for marble chip pavements 
of Houses Q and T see, Young (1951) 277-8. 

2 4 3 Shear, Sr. (1941) 7; only the cement bedding for the marble survives, while the porticoes were of 
packed clay. A tile chip floor preceded it. There is also an earlier pebble floor of the Classical or Hellenistic 
period, Shear, Jr. (1973) 143. For the dates of the various phases see, supra n. 121. 
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Other common varieties of floor pavements were the clay tile surfaces. Such an example 

was discovered in the corridor area, 'D', near the Dipylon peristyle house (PI. 15 b), and in the 

courtyard of the 1st century A C Eleusinion Prytaneion. 2 4 4 Moreover, in the Garden courtyard house 

along the lower slopes of the Hil l of the Nymphs a terrazzo floor was identified (7.04 m x 7.28 m). 

Just before the Herulian invasion, however, this pavement was covered over with a simple packed 

layer of clay. 2 4 5 A change of fortune, or an abandonment of the house by the original owners and its 

subsequent reoccupation by individuals of lesser means, can perhaps account for these 

modifications. 

The economic and cultural revival witnessed in the 2nd century brought about a rise in the 

standard of living that is subsequently reflected in the floor pavements. Attention was paid to detail, 

quality of materials and workmanship. The less important or utilitarian rooms continued to be 

paved with simple materials. In the well-to-do dwellings situated along the east slope of the Hill of 

the Nymphs and on the Kolonos, for example, hard packed clay was utilized. Tile chips continued 

to be favoured for the service areas and even for courtyard pavements, whereas mosaics were 

reserved for the more pretentious rooms of a house. 2 4 6 

The decorative mosaic floor pavements, however, seem to be associated with the 2nd and 

247 
3rd centuries. Earlier examples from the first Roman phase have not as yet been detected. The 

2 4 4 For the house in the Dipylon area see, Koumanoudes (1874-75) 18; for the prytaneion see, Travlos 
(1955) 65. 

2 4 5 Thompson (1957) 100-1. 

2 4 6 The houses on the Hill of the Nymphs are dated between the Hadrianic period and A D 267, based on 
stratigraphy, pottery evidence and the destruction level, Shear, Sr. (1941) 7. 

2 4 7 Moorman and Swinkels (1983) 242, 249-51, date a tessellated mosaic pavement of lozenges in 
perspective from Sarre St. 9, Athens, to the 1st century BC, based on the assumption that this motif first 
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surviving remains display simple repeated geometric patterns with limited colours in a carpet-type 

design, whereas the figural motifs come, in a variety of coloured tesserae. The biochrome 

technique, an imitation of the Italian black-and-white version, was employed in a room from House 

T of the 3rd century AC located in the Industrial District.248 It displays a simple pattern with plain, 

white marble chips for the background, along with bands of dark blue tesserae arranged in simple 

geometric designs.249 Nearby, House S, on the other hand, erected at a slightly later date, but before 

the Herulian invasion, boasts a polychrome mosaic pavement depicting a central rosette surrounded 

by a wave crest (in the Hellenistic tradition) and accompanied by an amphora on one side and two 

doves on the other (PI. 28 d).250 

More complex patterns have been detected in a 2nd century AC floor mosaic found in the 

andron of the House of the Parrot Mosaic located along the south slopes of the Areopagus (PI. 28 

b). The composition consisted of a shield of triangles framed on either side by a panel of 

interconnecting circles. The central figural motif, now missing, was "a female head with Dionysiac 
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attributes" and at each corner were two parrots drinking from a cup (PI. 28 c). This motif appears 

appeared "in the Hellenistic centres in the East, particularly on Delos," and then spread westward, a rather 
weak argument. They disagree with the excavator's proposal, AA 24 (1969) 72-3, pi. 60 b, for a 3rd century 
Hellenistic date, which they say was based on "a coin found on the floor and dating from that period," 
Moorman and Swinkels (1983) 242. The report, AA 24 (1969) 73, however, only states that two bronze 
Athenian coins of the 3rd century were found in the fill. 

2 4 8 According to Young (1951) 278, the fragments of Type XXVTI lamps found in the footing trenches and 
in the fill beneath the house point to an early 3rd century period for its construction; Thompson (1948) 169. 

2 4 9 There are no detailed descriptions; the common black-white-and-red technique of interconnecting 
circles, a popular theme found at all Roman period sites, has also been excavated at Chatzemichale 3 (PI. 28 
e), but no date is indicated, AA (1985) 15, pi. 9 b. 

2 5 0 Colours employed include white for the background and dark blue stones, as well as red and yellow 
tiles for the images, Young (1951) 278. 

2 5 1 According to Thompson, (1966) 53, the description comes from the field notes taken in the late 19th 
7 9 



to have been common in Roman Greece. Dionysiac imagery, drinking cups and especially 

parrots were appropriate decorative themes for a dining environment, since according to Aristotle 

they encouraged "wanton behaviour" (Historia Animalium, 8, 12, 597b). 

And last, an impressive mosaic floor was located in a large room, possibly a dining area, of 

a house from the west slope of the Kolonos area (8 m x 8 m). The mosaic depicted a complex 

geometric pattern of 'interlocking squares and eight pointed stars,' a motif common from the 3 r d 

century. The central design, now destroyed, may originally have held a figural scene. Tiny tesserae 

(1-1.5 mm) of white marble, red and black limestone, and glass paste of various colours were used 

to create a work of exquisite workmanship. 2 5 3 Unfortunately, only vestiges of such elaborate floor 

mosaics have surfaced, especially in the area of Hadrian's city, and they were not properly 

documented or studied. Consequently, little is known of the artists, their styles and the workshops 

that were commissioned to create these intricate mosaics. 

D O M E S T I C A D O R N M E N T 

Other traces of artistic refinement in Athenian domestic architecture include materials from 

the minor arts such as, pottery, wall plaques, lamps, terracotta figurines, caskets, and sculptural 

century by the German excavators of the site. 

2 5 2 For a list of sites with similar mosaic design see, Chapter 2 on Corinth, infra 148 ff. 

2 5 3 Thompson, (1948) 170, in the initial report points out that the pottery found above the floor level was 5 th 

century, but notes that there was no evidence for the date of the placement of the mosaic. The house was 
damaged in the Herulian sack of A D 267; the geometric pattern of interlocking squares and eight-pointed 
stars may be common from the 3r d century and on, but Frantz et al, (1988) 36, pi. 23d, point out that the 
black line between the two white lines bordering the star denotes an early 5 th century date; Spiros, (1978) 53-
4, suggests a date in the second half of the 5th century. 
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works. Figural sculpture can be divided into two basic categories; portrait sculpture that 

displayed either the owners of a household, their ancestors, or benefactors, and religious imagery 

commonly associated with a household shrine. 

The practice of erecting portrait busts within the private sphere was not part of the Greek 

tradition. 2 5 5 It stems from the Roman custom of honouring and displaying ones ancestors in the 

atrium, a practice that later expanded to include images of both the living as well as the dead. By 

the 1st century A C , however, the display of private portraiture within the household became a status 

symbol. A n ostentatious display that served to commemorate the owner and at the same time 

monumentalize his domestic surroundings.2 5 6 

This Roman custom of self-aggrandizement also influenced Athenian social practices. 

Consequently, as indicated in the literary documents and the archaeological records, portrait busts of 

prominent members of society were displayed within a domestic context, adorning the porticoes and 

courtyards of large homes or the more prestigious rooms of the household. Great scholars of the 

past were displayed within the private villas and schools of the Hellenistic period, a practice, which 

continued into Roman Athens. According to Philostratus (Lives of the Sophists, 521), for example, 

Atticus, the father of Herodes Atticus, displayed the busts of the ancient orators in the porticoes, 

dromois, of his household. In fact, a series of life size seated philosopher statues were discovered 

2 5 4 Sculpture marble (statues, perirrhanterion etc.) were discovered in the Hellenistic houses at Priene, 
Wiegand and Schrader (1904) 366-78, Abb. 474. 

2 5 5 Portrait sculpture during the Hellenistic period focused on images of the rulers and famous men of 
letters. They were displaced in public areas, as well as in the halls and porticoes of the elite, Dontas (1971) 
18; in Hellenistic Athens, however, such examples from a domestic context have not yet surfaced, or been 
identified; for statues in Hellenistic palaces, see Nielsen (1994) 24 and Josephus (Bellum Judaicum 5.4.4). 

2 5 6 Bodel(1997) 17-8. 
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outside the Dipylon gate, next to the demosion sema. These may have originally adorned the stoa or 

peristyle remains nearby that have been tentatively identified with the Gardens of Epikouros (PI. 17 

a). 2 5 7 

The influences of Roman private portraiture can also be seen in early Roman Athens. Two 

marble portrait busts, representing either the owners of the household or their ancestors, were 

excavated in a peristyle house from the N E slope of the Hil l of the Nymphs. One is of the 

Neronian period while the other of the early 2nd century A C . 2 5 9 They were, perhaps, displayed in 

the large room A where they were found, or in the room above. This practice was also prevalent 

in the second Roman phase where portrait busts depicting Herodes himself and his students 

Polydeukion and, possibly, Memnon were excavated in the villa of Herodes Atticus at Kephesia. 2 6 1 

257 

258 

The statues were found incorporated into a later wall nearby, Dontas (1971) 18. 

In the large room, A, well preserved portrait busts were found, sealed under burnt debris, Thompson 
(1949) 217, 220; the earlier piece in fact is quite battered, with damage to the nose, back of head etc., and 
missing fragments which antedate the Herulian invasion, Thompson (1949) 220. 

2 5 9 The youthful looking bust is Neronian based on form and hair treatment, Thompson (1949) 220; a late 
Flavian or early Trajanic period is proposed for the second bust, Thompson (1948) 178. 

2 6 0 Young (1951) 275; other remains of possible private portraiture include an incomplete female statue 
which resembles Faustina the Younger from a well on the west slope of the Areopagus, Thompson (1948) 
179, n. 51; an unfinished marble bust from a well in House N, Young (1951) 275; a late Flavian early 
Trajanic male bust and a marble head of a Negro woman with a Trajanic coiffure west of the Areopagus, 
Thompson (1948) 179; a marble portrait of a young child, from a third century context, of A D 225-250, 
found along the west foot of the Areopagus and associated with some 'unknown nearby sanctuary', Thompson 
(1948) 179, although it may also come from a domestic context; a female head was found along with the 
Varvakeion statue, Lange (1880) 373, n. 1; a number of portraits and two life-size portrait busts of an 
unknown Athenian women dated to first quarter of the 3rd century (period of Elagabalus, A D 218-222) 
comparable to the portraits of Julia Mensa, were found in a well of a late Roman House C, Shear, Jr. (1973) 
162, 171; portrait of Pantainos (?), first decade of 2nd century A C , from the library of Pantainos, Shear, Jr. 
(1972) 406. 

2 6 1 Dontas (1961/62) 29-30, pi. 32; Aulus Gelius (Nodes Atticae 1. 2, 1-2); two inscribed small altars found 
here were dated to the Hadrianic period based on letter style, and according to Dragoumes (1895) 186, the 
visible structural remains perhaps belonged to the Villa of Herodes Atticus; recent sculptural finds and 
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Sculptures of a sacred nature also played a major role in domestic adornment; they were 

manifestations of the occupant's beliefs, religious observances and often identified the function of a 

specific area within the household. The abode, after all, served not only as a shelter but was also a 

place of ritual — a small shrine in itself — where various events took place, such as the birth of a 

baby, the naming of the child, marriage rites etc. Even a simple symposion, was preceded by a rite 

that included libations conducted at the altar. Furthermore, entrances to houses were entrusted to 

Hermes and Hekate. Consequently, altars, herms, especially popular in Athens, and/or images of 

Hekate (hekataia) were positioned at the doorways and within the household as indicated in the 

literary sources and represented on Attic vase painting (PI. 29 a). No herm, however, has been 

found in situ, but the herm by Moiragenes discovered along the east slope of the Kolonos may have 

stood at the entrance way to one of the dwellings erected in this area during the 2nd century, or even 

within the household.264 The archaistic herm discovered in room 4 of the stoa in the Library of 

excavations confirm this, Dontas (1961/62) 29-30; Polydeukes and Antinoos were recovered at the site of 
Herodes Villa at Eva, Thyreatis, Phaklaris (1990) 101. 

2 6 2 See Chapter 3 on Patras, infra 217-8. 
2 6 3 Thucydides mentions that "according to local custom (they, herms) stand in great numbers both in the 

doorways of private houses and in sacred places..." (6. 27); for hekataia at doorways see, Aeschylus 
(fragmenta, 388 TrGF) and Aristophanes, (Wasps, 804); during the late Classical period they were also found 
within the courtyards and rooms of houses, i.e. within the peristyle of House JJ at Eretria, and other rooms of 
the household, Walter-Karyde (1996) 64, 69-71; Athenaios (Deipnosophistai, 11. 460 e) records that they 
stood next to the andron and were of marble; Walter-Karyde (1996) n. 59. 

2 6 4 Thompson (1948) 178; a fragment of a possible herm arm was unearthed from a filling in front of 
House G of the 5th and 4th centuries BC, Young (1951) 271; a 1st century AC herm along with a bust of the 
stoic philosopher Chrysippos were discovered in the courtyard of the Greek parliament, possibly the area of 
the ancient Lykeion, Blackman (1998-99) 7 and AA 48 (1993) 35-9; Walter-Karyde, (1996) 68-71, points out 
that from the late Classical period, sculpture, i. e. herms, adorned the interior of homes. 

83 



Pantainos, therefore, could also have guarded not only the entrance to the building but also the 

entrance to the library, or other important rooms of the structure. 

Images of other divinities that surfaced within a domestic context and perhaps adorned 

private shrines, chambers or courtyards, are the marble statuette of the Herakles Farnese type and 

a 2nd century statuette of Athena found within a collapsed brick arch of a Roman house nearby the 

Varvakeion square.267 Such small-scale works served perhaps a dual function. They represented not 

only the religious convictions of the inhabitants who honoured their patron deity, but also served a 

decorative purpose, as objects of art. Positioned as they were in appropriate niches within the rooms 

they could be admired by the owner and his guests. For this reason, perhaps small-scale versions of 

the great works of art such as, Pheidias' Athena or Lysippos' reposing Herakles, were among the 

preferred types.268 

The Dioscuri, popular household divinities, were also honoured in a domestic context by a 

rite called the theoxenia, in which a table of offerings was placed for the twins. 2 6 9 Associated, 

2 6 5 The reports suggest that this may have been one of the herms that lined the streets in front of the 
building, Shear, Jr. (1973) 406-7, pi. 76 b. 

2 6 6 Found in a well at the NW foot of the Areopagus and dated to AD 200-250, Thompson (1948) 180, pi. 
59, 2; a statue of Herakles (Landsdowne type) 3/4 life-size of the 2nd century AC and one of Hermes were 
found in the well of a Late Roman house, Shear (1973) 172-3, pi. 38,b and Shear, Sr. (1939) 236, 238, fig. 6. 
They perhaps originally adorned the rooms of a 2nd century dwelling. 

2 6 7 For date of statue see, Boardman (1985) 155; the Varvakeion copy (Athens, N.M. 129) was discovered 
beneath a vaulted brick niche along with an image of Asklepius and a female portrait, Kourouniotou (1913) 
199, n. 1; Lange (1880) 371; Frantz et al. (1988) 88; could the brick vault originally have been part of the 
western brick wall that contained a vaulted niche within which these statues were displayed? Consequently, 
with the destruction of this wall, the niche fell forward and along with it its contents, face down. 

2 6 8 Thompson (1949) 221; for comparable statues of famous works of art were found in the houses of 
Priene see, Wiegand and Schrader (1904) 366-75. 

2 6 9 Nilsson (1957) 409. 

84 



perhaps, with this ritual is a marble representation of one of the Dioscurii that once embellished a 

9 7 0 

dwelling along the N E slope of the Hill of the Nymphs. Furthermore, specific divinities may also 

have been assigned to rooms with a particular function. A statue of Dionysos or Hercules, for 

example, a so-called 'patron of the male sex' would have been an appropriate image for a dining 
9 7 1 

room environment. A copy of Athena Parthenos, on the other hand, such as the Varvakeion 

Athena from a house north of the Agora, would have been suitable for display in a library, like the 
272 

image that stood in the courtyard of the Library at Pergamon. 

It must, however, be pointed out that many of these sculptural works, including reliefs, 

found in a domestic context (in a well or later domestic wall) were commonly ascribed by scholars 

in the past as objects originating from, or intended for, a nearby sanctuary.2 7 3 True, small public 

shrines were scattered throughout Athenian neighbourhoods, but this assumption completely 

ignores the existence of household shrines and the religious objects associated with them. Bronze 

bases for displaying three statuettes, for example, were found along with other household 
Thompson (1949) 222 (several unfinished pieces have been found here). 

2 7 1 A logical assumption since Herakles was adopted as a personal patron, Rusten (1983) 296. He was 
also patron of gymnasia, warfare, military training and the ephebes, Kearns (1989) 35-36. As patron of the 
male sex, therefore, his image in a dining area would have been expected; possible examples include a marble 
statuette of the Herakles Farnese type found in a well at the NW foot of the Areopagus, Thompson (1948) 
180, and one of Herakles (Landsdowne type) 3/4 life-size of the 2nd century A C found in the well of a Late 
Roman house, Shear, Jr. (1973) 172. 

2 7 2 The Agora Athena discovered in House C of the 4th century A C from the Areopagus, Roccos (1991) 
407, possibly adorned the library perhaps of an earlier dwelling at the site. 

2 7 3 Other sculptural works from a domestic context include a head of a Nike statue (half life size) 
discovered in a well at the NW foot of the Areopagus, Thompson (1948) 180; a hand of a 1/4 life size, 1st 
century BC, marble statue of a reclining Hercules Olivarius type (a reclining hero holding a cup, or 
cornucopia, or flutes in one hand and a club, an apple etc., in the other). It was incorporated into the walls of 
a building of a Late Roman repair from the area of the N E slope of the Nymphs. Scholars therefore argue for 
the existence nearby of a famous sanctuary of Herakles Melite, Judeich (1931) 353; Thompson (1949) 221. 
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fbrrnshings in one of the sprawling villas located along the lower slopes of the Hil l of the 
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Nymphs. As we have seen, these sculptural works were of multiple significance and, therefore, 

served as expressions of ones religious convictions and decorative tastes, as well as status symbols. 

Such displays were paramount in a period where the dwellings of the wealthy often became 

showcases for the copies of great sculptural works from the past. Athens, after all, during the 

Roman period was made famous by her marble workshops that created copies or versions of great 

works of art from the Classical and Hellenistic past. 

The inscribed 2nd century A C votive relief, depicting Demeter and Kore with the 

Heirophant Hagnousios, is another classic example of these earlier scholarly tendencies that 

ascribed objects of a religious character to a public shrine. It was discovered faced down in the 

northern portico of a peristyle house north of the Olympieion, on the right side, as one entered the 

main room or broadroom/oecw^ (PI. 13 a). Scholars have identified this relief as an object intended 

for dedication at a sanctuary that the owner of the household, the Heirophant Hagnousios, did not 

get the chance to fulfil . 2 7 5 This of course is an entertaining hypothesis, but although plausible, it 

cannot be used to explain all examples of religious sculptural works found in a domestic context.2 7 6 

In all probability, the relief, I believe, may have been intended for display within the home. 2 7 7 Its 

find spot suggests that some form of domestic shrine existed in that particular part of the peristyle, 

2 7 4 Thompson (1957) 101. 

2 7 5 Vanderpool (1960) 268; Travlos (1971) 289. 

2 7 6 Evidence from a large dwelling on the N E slope of the Hill of the Nymphs of an Archaic marble head of 
Hercules, a terracotta plaque of a mounted Herakles, and a statue of Herakles Olivarius type have prompted 
scholars to suggest (although not definitively) that these may have originated from a nearby sanctuary of 
Herakles Melite, see, supra n. 273 and Thompson (1949) 221. 

2 7 7 In Theokritus (12), Chrysogona dedicates a statue of Pandemos Aphrodite within the home. 
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conveniently positioned next to the entrance way of the dwelling's main room where the guests were 

received and entertained.278 The relief was intended to honour both the divinities Hagnousios 

served and Hagnousios himself, who was depicted next to the gods. Its prominent position and 

thematic context served as a form of self-aggrandizement, in an age that focused on the individual. 

Other types of ornamental and/or religious ware that adorned the shrines, niches, tables and 

rooms of the Athenian household during the Roman period, include plastic vases, lamps, plaques, 

table ware with relief decorations, and limited numbers of terracotta figurines that appear in 

restricted numbers in early Roman Athens 2 7 9 Figurines and plastic lamps from a domestic context 

(especially popularity in the 1st and 2nd centuries A C ) could have served a number of functions: as 

children's toys, ornaments, objects of veneration in the household shrine, or as talismans placed in 

niches above the doorways to ward off the evil eye. Decorative themes included local deities, 

canonical Roman divinities and priest or priestesses, while representations of foreign divinities, and 

numerous phallic and obscene imagery were interpreted as prophylactic objects against the evil 

eye. 2 8 0 Lamps, for example, with images of Hygieia, Telesphoros, wild animals or grotesque 

281 
imagery were placed in the rooms of sick adults or children. Those used at dining parties were 

282 
also adorned with an appropriate sculptural motif and identified as lucernae conviviales. 

2 7 8 Hermes were also positioned within the porticoes next to androns, or in the androns, Walter-Karyde 
(1996) 68-9, 71; a herm stood next to the, kylkeion, the sideboard where the drinking cups were stored, 
Athenaeus (Deipnosophistae, 11,460). 

2 7 9 Thompson (1948) 181; despite the fact that figurines were extremely popular in the Hellenistic period. 

2 8 0 Grandjouan (1961) 5. 

2 8 1 Grandjouan, (1961) 5, however, does not present the evidence for their use. 

2 8 2 According to Grandjouan, (1961) 31, "Lucerna Convivialis portrays for art fanciers a sculptural group 
or amuses the guests of some Trimalchio with salty genre scenes," among them, for example, lamps with 
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Plaques of stone, terracotta, or metal suspended from two holes adorned the walls of 

dwellings from the Classical and Hellenistic levels. During the Roman period the oscillum was 

introduced to Athens. A fragmentary one was discovered among the domestic ruins and is 

described as a marble medallion in relief with two holes provided for suspension. The Dionysiac 

theme displayed on the oscillum, consisting of a striding satyr with a thyrsos in his hand, was 

suitable for a dining environment (PI. 29 b). Numerous remains of such oscilla were excavated 

in the more pretentious Roman dwellings of Pompeii, whereas in the east the evidence appears to be 

scanty. 2 8 5 The discovery of such an object that may have belonged to a Roman residing in Athens, 

a negotiator perhaps, or one of the many visiting scholars, or even a romanized Athenian, is a 

possible hypothesis. 

Other small-scale decorative wares, that may or may not be associated with a more refined 

and wealthy clientele of Roman origins, were discovered in oikoi located on the lower slopes of the 

Hil l of the Nymphs. Included among them are the characteristic medallion bowls of the Augustan 

period that depict an emblema, a figural representation in relief on the tondo of the bowl. One such 

images of silen and satrys. 

2 8 3 Thompson, (1948) 180, pi. 60,1,2, mentions the discovery of a Hellenistic terracotta plaque with a hole 
for suspension from the east foot of the Hill of the Nymphs; no references are made to Roman period 
examples, this, however, does not mean that they did not exist; one was also found at Mytilene from the L H -
ER dump fill, information provided by Dr. Hector Williams. 

2 8 4 Thompson (1949) 220-1 pi. 44, 2. 

2 8 5 Thompson (1948) 180; Lippold (1921) 33-44, knew of only one such piece in the east, at Smyrna; these 
sources are outdated and excavations over the past 60-80 years have perhaps altered these conclusions; a new 
study of these objects is therefore required. 

2 8 6 The Athenian example is from local marble workshops (Pentelic marble) and meant for export as 
Thompson (1949) 221, indicates; for foreigners residing in Athens see, supra 17, n. 14. 
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example of the early Roman period displays a portrait medallion of Augustus on the tondo. Two 

bilingual, bone discs in relief, perhaps gaming pieces (with incised Greek and Roman characters, 

one 12 and the other 9) were also found in houses of the Roman period situated West of the 

Areopagus. 2 8 8 

The wealth of those residing in the area of the Hil l of the Nymphs is expressed not only, by 

the domestic plans, but also by the decorative objects unearthed, such as the silver inlaid bronze 

candelabrum, the carved ivory casket panel, the ivory head of a satyr (which perhaps originally 

adorned a wooden couch) and the ornate glass mosaic plate. 2 8 9 

In addition to these, the remains of a complex tiled window frame from the pre-Herulian 

phase of House A that resemble earlier Delian examples (Pis. 29 c, d), are a surviving paradigm of 

the elaborate nature of window decoration. 2 9 0 Simple glass panels and/or diaphanous stones placed 

within these frames would have added a touch of colour to both the interior and exterior of Athenian 

homes. 2 9 1 Evidence for glass windows have been found at Patras, Pompeii and at a number of other 

sites throughout the Roman Empire. 2 9 2 

2 8 7 Thompson (1949) 224. 

2 8 8 Thompson (1949) 225. 

2 8 9 A pair of wooden bed posts were discovered in a well dated to the 6th century based on the contents, 
Thompson and Whycherly (1972) 182, n. 58, pi. 28 c; for decorative ivory heads from klinai in Macedonian 
tombs of the Hellensitic period (i. e. Vergina) see, Touratsoglou, (1996) 229, 308, figs. 294-6, fig. 308; for 
fulcra from an Hellenistic Mine (antique) found in the large symposium hall of the 2nd century A C Villa of 
Dionysos at Dion see, Pandermalis (1996) 212; also for decorative Hellenistic fulcra, bronze horses heads, 
from Priene see, Wiegand and Schrader (1904) 379-82, Abb. 480-1; for glass mosaic plates see, Weinberg 
(1962)29-36. 

2 9 0 For the pre-Herulian window tile from the vicinity of the Aeropagus Houses B and C see, Frantz et al. 
(1988) 47, pi. 41 d. 

2 9 1 Diaphnous stones similar to white glass are mentioned in Philo (Legibus ad Gaium, 45); for other glass 
like materials see, Trowbridge (1930) 187-8. 
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Within the sphere of domestic wares glass vessels were common household items. 

Fragments of a rather elaborate, possibly 2nd century A C , blue glass plate with a fisherman and fish 

design (PI. 30) were found in the Herulian destruction debris of a Roman House along the South 

Slope of the Hil l of the Nymphs. 2 9 4 The function of the plate, pinax, can perhaps be deduced from 

its blue colour, its flat circular design, and its elaborate decoration. It, therefore, appears to have 

been used as a serving platter for fish, much like our modern day glass or ceramic fish and turkey 

platters, which display an image in relief of the appropriate meal. A much more elaborate pinax, 2 

cubits in diameter that stood on a silver stand and contained all types of fish, is described by 

Athenaeus (4, 129D) at a wedding banquet. 2 9 5 These archaeological and literary remains are a 

testimony to the elaborate nature of glass vessels and their prominent display in the homes of the 

wealthy along with other household items of intrinsic value, (i. e. silver vessels, candelabra etc). 

Pottery imports are also of interest. During the 1st century B C the market was restricted 

primarily to thin-walled Italian drinking cups, whereas during the beginning of the 1st century A C 

Italian Sigillata appeared in Athens. Among the foreign imports, however, eastern wares (Eastern 

Sigillata) were favoured. They, in fact, far outnumbered western products, whereas in the Roman 

2 9 2 Trowbridge (1930) 187. The Pompeian examples date to the 1st century A C ; the Patraean examples date 
to the 1st to 2n d centuries A C , infra 220, n.300; for examples of glass plans from Corinth see, infra 141-2. 

2 9 3 For the types of glass vessels used in antiquity, according to the ancient sources, see, Trowbridge (1930) 
150-78. 

2 9 4 A colourless example was also found, Weinberg (1962) 29, and n. 2; for a laboratory examination of the 
Athenian glass plate see, Brill (1962) 37-47; similar glass plates with fish motifs were identified at various 
museums (Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Toledo Museum of Art and the Kunsthistorisches Museum) but 
their find spot and context is not indicated, Weinberg (1962) 32-4; an example in the Corning Museum of 
Glass is dated to the 1st century A C , Weinberg, Acquisitions (1962) 139, fig. 3. 

2 9 5 "After this draught we were all presented with a crystal platter about two cubits in diameter, lying in a 
silver receptacle and full of a collection of all kinds of baked fish..."; see also Trowbridge (1930) 170. 
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city of Corinth the reverse phenomenon occurred. This diversity in the distribution pattern of 

Roman pottery from city to city is perhaps directly associated with the political status, the historical 

significance, and the origins of a polis1 population. The colony of Corinth, for example, many of 

whose citizens were Roman colonists (albeit primarily freedmen), some of veteran status, would 

understandably import products from their respective areas of origin. The bulk of the Athenian 

population, however, was comprised primarily of locals and a particular group of foreigners, those 

of substantial means — negotiatores, but mostly officials, scholars and tourists — many of whom 

were able to purchase Athenian citizenship.2 9 7 They came for financial or political reasons, or to 

study and acquire an education in this renowned city of intellect. The attempts, in fact, to 

incorporate certain Roman elements into local pottery productions may originally reflect a decisive 

298 
marketing strategy aimed at this foreign clientele. 

SUMMARY 

In this chapter I have explored the various characteristics of the Athenian domestic unit: 

architectural plans, construction techniques, wall and floor decorations, and household fiirnishings. 

From this analysis several important observations have emerged. First, the traditional Athenian 

courtyard house with or without peristyle was the dominant domestic plan that was augmented by 

certain Roman period refinements, such as increased floor space. The broadroom/oecus with 

2 9 6 According to Thompson (1948) 191, Arretine ware and Western Sigillata, are rarely found in Athens 
during this period; of course more recent studies suggest otherwise, see Rotroff (1997) 97-113. 

2 9 7 For the categories of Roman citizens (visitors, residents and naturalized citizens) in Athens between 
228-31 B C see, Habicht (1997) 9-18. 

2 9 8 The Romanization of local pottery wares and lamps occurred, according to Rotroff (1997) 109, during 
the 1st century A C . 
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adjacent service rooms of the type found earlier at Delos is also typical of this period. The primarily 

local make up of Athen's citizen body explains the dominance of this regional plan. Second, the 

apse, fountains and garden atrium unit of the type found at Patras and Sparta is a Roman addition to 

the local domestic plan. These elements were perhaps introduced in the second Roman phase, after 

the construction of the Roman aqueduct, and in all likelihood were associated with the economic 

and cultural revival of Athens under Hadrian. Third, the construction techniques are of a purely 

local nature in the first Roman phase, whereas, in the second period Roman brick construction is 

introduced although restricted in use. And last, in the area of domestic adornment the display of 

Roman private portraiture within the household suggests a strong Roman influence among the elite 

of Athens, as well as the presence of Roman citizens from the west. 
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C H A P T E R 2 

C O R I N T H 

"...The gateway to the Peloponnesos, the 
town that lies betwixt two seas, a town 

charming indeed to look upon and abounding 
in luxuries, but inhabited by people ungracious 

and unblessed by Aphrodite." 
(Alkiphron, Letters of Parasites 24. iii 60) 

Corinth, Patras and Sparta are three representative cities of the imperial period in the 

Peloponnesos. Each with its unique Roman status contributes significantly to our knowledge of the 

domestic unit in Roman Greece, despite the limited excavations and publications conducted in this 

field of study. Corinth, officially known as Colonia Laus Julia Corinihiensis} was founded in 44 

B C by Julius Caesar.2 Its location encouraged the creation of an important merchant city and it 

became a significant transhipment point along the East-West trade route, as well as a distribution 

centre for the Peloponnesos.3 Moreover, according to Plutarch (831a), by the beginning of the 2nd 

1 According to an inscription published by Kent (1966) 60, from a statue base which was part of a 
dedication to the city in the 1st century A C : COLOM[AE].L./IVLIAE/COPJNTHIENSI./Q.GRANrVS. Q. 
F./BASSUS. S.P.D. PROC. A V G . ; Williams U (1994) 45, also points out that there are pan tiles stamped 
with the letters, COL.L.IVL.COR, from a 1st century A C structure. 

2 Wiseman (1979) 497, n. 219; Walbank (1997) 98; according to Romano (1994) 19, recent field survey 
has indicated that there was a colonial plan implemented in 44 BC, with the land divided per strigas that is 
into insulae one actus wide and 1-4 acti long. According to Castagnoli (1971) 27, n. 69, this is a type of land 
division based on the Greek system, well known in southern Italy and Sicily. Such an observation may be 
useful in identifying the origins of at least a portion of the colonists or, perhaps, the planner who may have 
been the same individual who designed Carthage, idem 30. 

3 Williams U (1994) 31, n. 3; according to Strabo (8.6.20) "Corinth is called 'wealthy' because of its 
commerce, since it is situated on the Isthmus and is master of two harbours, of which the one leads straight to 
Asia, and the other to Italy: and it makes easy the exchange of merchandise from both countries that are so far 
distant from each other"; Williams U (1994) 33, 38. 
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century it was acknowledged as one of the three main commercial and banking centres of Hellas. 

Corinth was also the residence for the proconsul of Achaia and the capital of this Roman province. 

In essence it became "the centre of Romanitas in Greece,"5 attracting some of the most wealthy and 

influential people in the country.6 

Who were the inhabitants that played a role in the creation of this important commercial 

site? The answer to this question is of primary interest to this thesis, for it will provide insight into 

the types of domestic plans prevalent at Corinth. According to Strabo (10.5.3),7 who visited the site 

in 29 B C , the original colonists consisted of Roman freedmen, the urban poor, veterans, and of 

course the local inhabitants.8 This original nucleus was subsequently enlarged by the influx of a 

large group of Roman negotiatores? 

4 Wiseman (1979) 507. 

5 Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 104. 

6 Such as the aristocratic Euryclid family of Sparta famous for their wealth, Cartledge and Spawforth 
(1989) 104; Papachatzis (1976) 60; Alcock (1993) 158-9 according to Aelius Aristeides (Orations 46) "...it 
receives all cities and sends them off again and is a common refuge for all, like a kind of route and passage 
for all mankind, no matter where one would travel, and it is a common city for all the Greeks, indeed, as it 
were, a kind of metropolis and mother in this respect," translation by Behr (1981) 273; the wealth of the 
inhabitants is attested by the impressive tomb remains, Pausanias (2.2.4), Papachatzis (1976) 48, 61, n. 1, and 
AA (1969) 158ff. 

7 "Now after Corinth had remained deserted for a long time, it was restored again, because of its favourable 
position, by the deified Caesar, who colonised it with people who for the most part belonged to the freedman 
class." 

8 Walbank, (1994) 97, points out that based on Plutarch's (Moralia, 86B, 675D, and Caesar, 57.5) works 
Corinth was mentioned by Caesar when he had promised colonies to soldiers; from Appian (Punic Wars, 
136) we learn that Caesar had sent some of the poor who had asked for land at Corinth; Alcock (1993) 168; 
Walbank (1997) 107, points out that Crinagoras' description of the colonists as "good-for-nothing slaves" is a 
rhetorical statement. She also suggests that the freedmen could not have been of Corinthian descent for the 
graves of the Corinthians were desecrated and robbed, Strabo (8.6.23) and Shear, Sr. (1929) 544 and AJA 34 
(1930)403-31. 

9 Cicero (ad Familiares, 13.17, 21, 22 and 26-28a) in his letters mentions many wealthy Roman 
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Those who belonged to the freedmen class came from the eastern and western colonies, 

from Italy itself, and were probably Greek-speakers.10 Furthermore, as in the case of Delos, they 

served as business agents looking after the commercial interests of their Italian patrons.11 Many 

Greeks from other cities who were tradesmen or men of rank that acquired Roman citizenship, like 

the Euryclids of Sparta during the reign of Augustus, were also attracted to this influential site.12 hi 

addition to this, the city's wealth in commerce drew many moneylenders and brokers, as did Athens 

and Patras.13 

The local Greek element, on the other hand, was composed of the descendants of those that 

survived the destruction of Corinth in 146 B C . 1 4 Those, whom Cicero encountered when he visited 

Corinth in 79-77 B C : "...at Corinth the sudden sight of the ruins had more effect upon me than upon 

the actual inhabitants, for long contemplation had the hardening effect of length of time upon their 

businessmen who were of the equestrian rank that resided in the Peloponnesos and perhaps moved to Corinth 
after its establishment, Walbank (1997) 99, n. 27. 

1 0 Wiseman (1979) 497; Ridgway (1981) 429; Mitchell, (1979) 422, points out that there is evidence to 
suggest that "both Italian negotiatores and Roman colonists in the Greek East were drawn from a similar 
background"; Salmon, (1970) 153, also suggests that many of the freedmen, coloni, may have been from the 
Greek-speaking world; evidence for settlers from Pompeii or Campanian, in general, is suggested by a type of 
rectangular hearth found at Corinth that was common to Southern Italy. It is distinguished by a crushed layer 
of stone or thick bed of gravel that was used to retain the heat, Williams, U and Zervos (1986) 154; Alcock 
(1993) 168. 

1 1 As moneylenders, business agents or brokers, Plutarch (Moralia, 831a); Strabo (8.620-23); Romano 
(1994) 9, n. 4; Williams H (1994) 33. 

1 2 Walbank (1997) 107, n. 56; the Eurycles family of Sparta served as Corinthian magistrates and provided 
funds for public monuments, Wiseman (1979) 503. 

1 3 According to Plutarch (Moralia 83 IE) they amassed vast amounts of wealth and were called "miners of 
homes," (830D). 

1 4 Harris, (1941) 158, mentions that the 90 coins of this period indicate occupational activity at a reduced 
level; Mac Isaac (1987) 98; de Waele (1931) 410-11, n.l; Wiseman (1979) 493-4. 
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souls" (Tusculan Disputations, 3,22. 53). Although Corinth ceased to be a political entity, this did 

not prohibit those who deserted the city prior to its official destruction to return and continue 

habitation at the site.15 They retained their lands without the rights and privileges of a citizen and 

were known as incolae.16 

Despite the city's official Roman status — Roman coinage system,1 7 Italic temples and the 

18 

use of Latin as the language of public inscriptions - the prominent Hellenic element gradually 

dominated all aspects of city life. 1 9 By Hadrian's time, in fact, when the city became part of the 

Panhellenion, Greek replaced Latin as the official language of inscriptions.2 0 Justifiably Dio 

1 5 Walbank (1997) 95-7; Romano (1994) 13; Walbank (1997) 96, notes that according to Floras (1.32.5) 
and Zonaras (9.31) the city was captured, plundered and public structures of political significance were 
destroyed unlike Carthage which was obliterated; Wiseman, (1979) 491-3, provides a list of ancient sources 
on the topic and adds that the references to the total destruction of the city are of a late date or of a poetical or 
rhetorical exaggeration; for habitation on the site see, Wiseman (1979) 495-96; Strabo (8.6.23) and Diodorus 
Siculus (32.4.5; 27.1) references to the abandonment are rhetorical statements; Walbank (1997) 95-6 
indicates that only monuments associated with the political life of the city were obliterated, such as public 
inscriptions, the North Stoa that served as an arsenal and the theatre that served as an assembly place of the 
Achaian league, whereas other structures, including the South Stoa and the water supply of Peirene, were not 
harmed; Romano (1994) 13, suggests that occupation of Corinth continued and those that remained were 
associated with agricultural activities; evidence also of some commercial activity has surfaced as indicated by 
the wine amphorae discovered here between 146 and 44 BC, Lyding Will (1997) 126; Romano (1994) 13; 
Merker (2000) 315, however, points out that there is no evidence of cultic activity at the Demeter sanctuary 
between 146 B C and the first quarter of the 1st century A C . 

1 6 Walbank (1997) 99; Alcock (1993) 168. 

1 7 Kroll (1997) 141, points out that with the founding of the Roman colony Corinth minted her own local 
coinage based on the Roman system of asses and fractions (semisses, quadrantes, and sextantes). 

1 8 Williams, II (1987) 26, points out that in the 1st and 2nd centuries the Tuscan order was popular in 
temples at the west end of Corinth's forum. 

1 9 Salmon (1970) 153; Romano (1994) 9-10, 12, n. 4; the fresco fragments salvaged from the final floor 
pavement in room 1 of building 5 have graffiti with parts of two lines preserved in Greek, see Williams, U 
and Zervos (1986) 158; Williams, H (1987) 35. 

2 0 Kent (1966) 18-19; Wiseman (1979) 507-8; Dio Chrysostom, (Favorinus 37.26), while visiting Corinth 
during the time of Hadrian, observed that Corinth had become Hellenized, although initially Roman; even 
many of the colonists may have come from the Greek speaking areas of Southern Italy, and the large Jewish 
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Chrysostom (Favorinus, 26) proclaimed that the Cormthians had "become thoroughly Hellenized" 

just as their city had. In the area of domestic architecture, however, this Hellenization process was 

not observed. Judging from the limited excavated remains, the traditional Greek courtyard house 

appears to have been supplanted by the Roman-type domus. 

The chronological limits for the study of Roman period domestic architecture at Corinth 

begin with the establishment of the Roman colony in 44 B C and end with the Herulian invasion of 

A D 267. 2 1 Within this period three primary phases can be distinguished: the early Roman phase 

that corresponds with the establishment of the colony down to the Claudian period (AD 41-54); the 

second phase that extends to the time of Hadrian; and the third that ends with the Herulian 

invasion. 2 2 

The initial phase is identified as a period of economic growth and development but, 

unfortunately, architectural evidence of domestic units from this period has not as yet been 

identified 2 3 The expansion of Corinth's commercial activities during the Claudian period and her 

recognition as the capital of the Roman province of Achaia contributed to the accumulation of 

significant amounts of wealth. This financial growth, in turn, prompted a sudden increase in 

population that Corinth had was probably also Greek speaking; pottery evidence reflects this transformation 
process since by the mid 2nd century A C imports from the east dominate the market, Slane (1989) 223-4, pi. 
73 fig. 4 ; for the Hellenization of Corinth see also, Papachatzis (1976) 65. 

2 1 Evidence for destruction in the ca 260's was observed in Building 5, Williams II and Zervos (1986) 159; 
also the destruction date of the House of the Opus Sectile Panel can be firmly established, based on ceramic 
and numismatic evidence, to ca 250 A C , Catling (1981-82) 19-20 and (1982-83) 20; however, nothing has 
been published concerning the evidence for the Herulian invasion because there is little evidence according to 
the excavators; personal communication. 

2 2 These three phases for the domestic architecture of Roman Corinth correspond to the three building 
phases of the Anaploga villa at Corinth, see infra 106. 

2 3 In the area east of the theatre earlier strata were completely wiped out down to Neolithic levels or even 
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building activity. The tenement block east of the theatre, for example, may have been a product of 

these economic endeavours, as perhaps was the second remodelling phase of the Anaploga villa at 

which point in time the elaborate mosaic pavement was laid. 2 5 Furthermore, the construction of the 

Roman aqueduct from lake Stymphalos during the Hadrianic period may have provided an impetus 

for the remodelling of dwellings and the introduction of certain standard elements to the domestic 

plan; namely, fountains, nymphaea and private baths. And last, elaborate mosaic pavements were 

introduced, such as those discovered in the Roman Vil la at Corinth that stand as a testimony to this 

age of opulence. 

NEIGHBOURHOODS 

As observed in Athens, Corinth likewise was divided into neighbourhoods that reflected the 

economic, social and ethnic makeup of its inhabitants. Among the residential units were markets, 

27 

macella, and warehouses for the distribution of goods brought in from the countryside. The 

abundant water sources in Corinth contributed to the construction of lavish fountains and 

waterworks throughout the city. Aqueducts, for example, were built by the city koinon and one 

bedrock, Williams H and Zervos (1982) 133. 

2 4 Williams H (1994) 46. 

2 5 The house was never published, Miller (1972) 332 and n. 1; Waywell (1979) 297; however, it is also 
possible that only a structural remodeling of the building occurred during this period (last quarter of the 1st 
century) whereas the mosaic, perhaps, was laid at a later date; for the dating of the mosaic see, infra 145 ff. 

2 6 For the date of the aqueduct see, Lolos (1997) 292-4. 

2 7 Williams E (1994) 45. 
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large project (ca 85 k long) was constructed under Hadrian. It carried water from Stymphalos to 

29 

the abundant fountains and bath complexes, both public and private, dispersed throughout the city. 

According to Plutarch (Moralia, 601) the most popular region in Corinth during the 

Hadrianic period was the Kraneion district. It was an exclusive residential area for the elite, the 

sophists, the wealthy businessmen, and distinguished aristocratic families like the Euryclids of 

Sparta. The location of this much sought out district is alluded to in Pausanias' account. The 

periegete upon entering Corinth through the Kraneion gate, where Diogenes the Cynic was buried 

(PI. 31), observes that "before the city is a grove of cypresses called Kraneion" (2.2.4).30 The name 

given to the area appears to reflect the geographical formation of the site, a rounded hilltop, which 

was an ideal place for an exclusive suburb, located next to a grove and sanctuary overlooking the 

ancient city and the gulf beyond. 

The literary evidence concerning the identification of the Kraneion district is complemented 

by archaeological comparanda which include evidence of Roman buildings and quality mosaic 
31 

pavements that came to light in 1983, prior to the erection of modern villas in the area. The 

2 8 Lolos (1997) 276; Pausanias notes that "throughout the city there are many wells, for the Corinthians 
have a copious supply of water flowing, besides the water which the emperor Hadrian brought from Lake 
Stymphalos" (2.3.5); Lolos (1997) 300, 302; Lolos (1997) 297, n. 66, also points that 12 Roman baths have 
been identified to date. 

2 9 Lolos (1997) 298, 300-1; Lolos (1997) 297, n. 66, mentions a small domestic bath complex, see also AA 
27 (1972) 292; water was never a problem at Corinth, beneath the city lay a natural reservoir, Lolos (1997) 
298, n. 69; Pausanias indicates that "the Corinthians have baths in many parts of the city some put up at the 
public charge and one by the Emperor Hadrian," (2.3.5). 

3 0 For a collection of sources on the Kraneion district see, Papachatzis (1997) 48, nn. 1-2 and 49, n. 2. 

3 1 Walbank (1997) 128; the Kraneion district has not as yet been excavated, except for the basilica; surface 
finds, such as scattered building blocks, shards and aerial photography (based on growth patterns of grass and 
planting of orchards) provide evidence for the existence of a number of Roman buildings, Walbank (1997) 
128. 
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discovery of an inscribed herm of Herodus Atticus - H P Q A H Z E N 0 A A E nEPIELTATEI ~ is a 

testimony to the existence of a public garden in this area, possibly in the district of the modern 

Railroad Station at Examilia where in all probability the herm originally stood. 3 2 

As indicated on the plan (PI. 31), the 4th century Greek walls of Corinth enclosed a much 

larger area than the inhabited region and within them lay the suburb Kraneion along with the grove 

-5-5 

and gymnasium. Alkiphron (Letters of Parasites 24. 3. 60) distinguishes this area from the actual 

inhabited section of the city, for during the Roman period it lay outside the city limits. He also adds 

that in this area a peddlers' market of bread and fruit was run by women, appropriately situated 

along the main road that lead from the gate to the city centre. 

Some of the banquets mentioned in the literary sources, which were attended by great 

teachers and rhetoricians,34 probably took place in the spacious residences of this district. The 

elegance of these dwellings is very well illustrated in the following anecdote from Galen concerning 

Diogenes the Cynic: 3 5 since "...all the walls are decorated with worthy wall paintings, while the 

floors have images of the gods imprinted on them of rich tesserae, all the fiurushings are shiny and 

clean, and the bedding, stromnen, and the klinai are adorned in beauty" (LIpoxpeKiiKoq em rexvag, 

VII, 19). The only appropriate place that the cynic philosopher could find to spit upon was on the 

host's face! 

3 2 "Here Herodes used to walk"; for the inscription and image of the herm see, Philadelpheus (1919) 38, 
40. 

3 3 Plutarch (Alexander, 14); Papachatzis (1979) 49. 

3 4 Plutarch (831 A); Wiseman (1979) 507 

3 5 Galen did spend some time in Corinth; and although Galen's story is set in the later 4th century BC, the 
domestic adornments described in his account probably reflect those of his era, the 2nd century A C , with 
which his contemporaries were familiar. 
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Other areas of habitation have also been located at various sites within the city: north of the 

agora and along the road to Lechaion; just below the Asklepeion and gymnasium, and up to the 

Late Roman Wall and beyond; 3 7 beneath the South Basilica and to the south;38 south of the 

amphitheatre and to the east;39 as well as limited habitation sites to the N E where the remains of a 

large Roman villa was identified along the cliff. This area appears to have become a popular district 

in the late 2nd and early 3rd centuries on account of the favourable climate, the abundant nearby 

water sources, the close proximity to the Lechaion road, and the breathtaking view (PI. 31). 4 0 

Another distinct neighbourhood mentioned in the literary sources is the Jewish quarter, 

which remains to be identified.41 References are made to it in the New Testament (Acts of the 

Apostles, 18. 1-8). There was a synagogue that St. Paul visited — in fact, an inscribed lintel block 

from a Corinthian synagogue was found 4 2 — and the nearby homes of Jews where St. Paul resided 

and worked 4 3 Many of them were craftsmen, like Akylas and Priscilla the tent makers, whose 

3 6 Test trenches brought to light remains of domestic structures and wells from all periods but systematic 
excavations have not as yet been conducted, Walbank (1997) 127. 

3 7 As indicated by the high concentrations of tiles, shards and building blocks, Walbank (1997) 127. 

3 8 Early Roman houses were also located beneath the South Basilica, Walbank (1997) 128. 

3 9 As confirmed by the amount of shards and roof tiles excavated, Walbank (1997) 129. 

4 0 Other house walls and mosaic floors were also found in a surface survey of the area, Walbank (1997) 
129. 

4 1 Wiseman (1979) 503, points out that many of the Jews that were expelled from Rome in A D 49 by 
Claudius probably ended up in this prosperous Greek city (Acts of the Apostles, 18.2); according to Philo (ad 
Gaium 281) there were Jews in Corinth as early as Caligula's reign. 

4 2 Wiseman (1979) 503, pi. V.8. 

4 3 The house of Justin, the convert, was next to the synagogue (Acts of the Apostles, 18.7). 
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dwellings probably functioned as both commercial and domestic establishments. In some cases, in 

fact, certain home/s served also as house churches.4 4 

Evidence for bronze casting and the production of bone implements point to the existence of 

an industrial district at Corinth, where a class of Greek craftsmen famous for their bronze casting 

resided.4 5 Such an area was located to the N W of the Roman Agora, east of the theatre. In this 

district both industrial and domestic activities were recorded 4 6 The shops found within this zone 

were devoted to glassblowing, iron or bronze smelting, etc 4 7 Domestic activity, on the other hand, 

was detected in the adjacent area to the east and also above the shops 4 8 The residential units in this 

region, therefore, served a dual purpose by providing both living quarters and workspace. In 

addition, the close proximity of this neighbourhood to the forum would have facilitated in the 

distribution of goods to the market and provided easy access for clients. 

ARCHITECTURAL REMAINS 

The origins and wealth of the city's inhabitants, the diversity of occupations, the availability 

and price of building lots, and current trends in housing types were factors that contributed to the 

The house of Akylas and Priscilla served as a house church, "KOT' OIKOV £KKA,naiav" (Romans, 16,5; I 

Corinthians, 16.19) 

4 5 Davidson (1952) 5. 

4 6 Catling (1982-83) 19; Williams II and Zervos (1988) 128. After the area (Building 7) east of the Theatre 
of Corinth was destroyed in the 180's, it became an industrial waste area. A series of kilns were found in a 
scarp just south of the excavated area. 

4 7 Numerous fragments of glass basins found in Building 5 next to the theatre are believed to have 
originated from a nearby glass factory, Catling (1983-84) 19 and Williams II and Zervos (1984) 107-8; for a 
potters' quarter located near the NW wall see (PI. 31). 

4 8 Catling (1982-83) 20. 
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discovery of an eclectic group of domestic plans in Roman Corinth. Examples from the most 

humble courtyard and tenement houses, to the large villa estates, similar to the one of Herodes 

Atticus at Thyreates, have been identified.49 The study and categorization, however, of Corinthian 

dwellings is restricted due to a number of problems. 

First and foremost, structural evidence from the early phase of Roman Corinth has not as yet 

been identified,50 and what has surfaced belongs primarily to the later 1st, 2nd and 3rd centuries. 

Second, the evidence is limited and confined essentially to villa remains, and some tenement 

structures.51 These edifices belong essentially to the upper social classes while humbler units are 

absent, and those of the industrial class are fragmental and primarily confined to the area east of the 

theatre where a tenement block was identified (App. 53; PI. 32 a). Confined quarters perhaps 

existed over the shops while the size or design of upper storey apartments may have varied. Some 

of the apartments were probably owned by well-to-do residents — like those at Ostia — as suggested 

52 
by the elegant wall painting fragments that have survived. 

Pre-existing structures also contributed to this eclecticism. In 146 B C the conquerors concentrated on the 
destruction of structures associated with the political life of the city that had officially come to an end, supra 
n. 15. Domestic units theoretically should have been spared, except perhaps those that belonged to political 
rivals, or those that lay along the path of destruction. Many of the large villas of wealthy negotiatores who 
sought their fortunes elsewhere, i. e. Delos, would have been abandoned. With the arrival of colonists 100 
years later, deserted dwellings - depending on their state of preservation - would have been reoccupied or 
used as a quarry; for a list of the Roman period dwellings of Corinth see, App. 45-59; for the Villa of Herodes 
Atticus at Eva see, Blackman (1996-97) 30-1, fig. 36. 

50Gadbery(1994)53,n.20. 

5 1 Early Roman remains, for example, east of the Theatre were wiped out by later Roman occupation and 
only subterranean remains can be identified, i.e. the long corridor type cistern which was used by the 
inhabitants for storage, Catling (1981-82) 19. 

5 2 For a discussion of the residents of insula units at Ostia see, Brothers (1996) 54. 
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Third, as at most ancient sites, excavations in the past have focused on the public 

monuments of the city while domestic remains were of secondary importance. What has surfaced 

comes primarily from rescue work conducted by the American School, the Greek Archaeological 

Service and, as in the case of the Lechaion Villa, by private initiative. From these known remains 

only one domestic unit, the Anaploga villa located ca 750 meters west of the odeum, has been 

excavated in its entirety (PI. 31). The site unfortunately was never published but a complete plan 

was made available in Waywell's article on the mosaics of the vil la. 5 4 Other domestic remains 

include a series of shops, tenement units and the House of the Opus Sectile Panel discovered east of 

the Theatre (App. 54; PI. 32 a). Three surviving chambers of the Mosaic House (App. 55) were 

located on the east side of the South Basilica and a possible priest's house was identified at the N W 

corner of the peribolos of temple E (PI. 32 a). Domestic remains of the Roman period were also 

identified in the Anaploga area, along the road to Lechaion, north of the forum and in the Kraneion 

district (S and SE of the city) and in the lower plateau east of the city and south of the Amphitheatre 

(PI. 31). 5 5 Villas of course were also located outside the city walls. One was excavated in the 

1920's as part of a salvage operation in the N W corner of the city, at Cheliotomylos near the 

Sicyonian Gate, whereas a second was located at Pano Magoula just N E of ancient Corinth. 5 6 O f 

5 3 App. 45; the site was excavated in 1894 by an amateur, a wealthy Corinthian landowner, Theophanes 
Rentes, and never published; see, Philadelpheus (1918) 125 and Stikas (1957) 89-94. 

5 4 App. 50; Waywell (1979) 335. 

5 5 App. 56-59; no plans are discussed. For the Anaploga remains see AA 18 (1963) 79; for the Lechaion 
structures, some exploratory trenches were dug revealing house wells, walls and pottery, see Walbank (1997) 
127; for the Kraneion district see, Hoskings Walbank (1994) 128; for the area of the lower plateau east of the 
city exploratory excavations were conducted revealing house walls, mosaic floors and one large villa, 
Walbank (1997) 129. 

5 6 For the Roman villa at Cheliotomylos (App. 52) see, Shear, Sr. (1930) and for Pano Magoula (App. 51), 
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interest also are the so-called 'Atrium Veneris' at the port of Kenchreai and the seaside villa at 

Lechaion. 5 7 Currently, the Greek Archaeological Service is excavating additional Roman houses,58 

while the American school is investigating a villa in the Panaghia field, located S E of the Roman 

Forum. 5 9 

From the study of this small and fragmentary sample of domestic assemblages the following 

synopsis of basic Corinthian house types emerges: the simple atrium/impluvium unit, the tetrastyle 

atrium, the dual courtyard unit with atrium/'garden peristyle, the peristyle courtyard, the 

tenement/non-courtyard house and possibly the simple courtyard house. Although the examples are 

limited a tentative study of these house-types indicates that the atrium house with impluvium was 

favoured.6 0 This is not surprising given the large western origins of Corinth's inhabitants. After all, 

as the seat of the proconsul of the Roman province of Achaia and a major port city, Corinth 

attracted many foreigners from the west.61 

The simple atrium/impluvium dwelling of this Roman colony is represented by the 

Anaploga villa (App. 50), but only brief reports of this structure, which lies outside the late Roman 

Pallas (1955) 201-16. 

5 7 For the 'Atrium Veneris' (App. 47) see, Scranton et al. (1978); for the Lechaion villa see, App. 45. 

5 8 App. 48; the reports of the local Ephorates are presented at an annual conference at the Ministry of 
Culture and the proceedings are published in, The Work of the Ministry of Culture in the Sphere of Cultural 
Heritage, Epyov YIHIO; Epyov YIHIO 1 (1997) 70. One of these dwellings is an atrium unit but the others 
are not associated with a particular house type. 

5 9 App. 49; Blackman (1997-98) 21-4, and Sanders (1999) 443. 

6 0 It should be pointed out that from a total of eleven units identified in Corinth and the surrounding area 
(App. 45-59) only two complete house plans were excavated, one atrium unit (the Anaploga villa) and one 
peristyle courtyard unit (the Atrium Veneris, Kenchreai). Furthermore five belong to the atrium-type house, 
two are peristyle units, two unidentified types and one is a tenement structure. 

61 Supra 94-5, rm. 8-10. 
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wall, have appeared in the Archaeologikon Deltion and the Bulletin de correspondance hellenique. 

Three architectural phases of the villa were distinguished: an early 1st century A C phase, ca A D 50; 

a second in the last quarter of the 1st century to which a mosaic pavement was originally assigned; 

and a final Late Roman 4th century remodelling, which extends beyond the chronological limits of 

this study (PI. 32 b-c). 6 3 

The house aligns with a roadway to the north and appears to be of modest dimensions (ca 14 

x 13 m = 182 m2), slightly trapezoidal in shape, with a series of rooms and a large open courtyard to 

the south for farm use. 6 4 The focal point of the domestic unit is the central atrium with impluvium 

that is surrounded by six rooms, four of which, according to the plan, have direct access to the 

court.6 5 The main entrance was from the north through a vestibule that opened on to the atrium. 

The edifice is no longer accessible. It was excavated in 1962-64, AA 18 (1963) 78-9 and Daux (1963) 
725-6; Walbank, (1994) 128, n. 116, apparently also studied the building but does not add any further 
information. 

6 3 For the first phase, see Scranton et al. (1978) 94; second phase a remodeling of the large room took place 
with the extension of the south wall. No date for the third phase was provided; recent work done on the wall 
paintings of Corinth indicates that the mosaic could possibly be of a later date but how late it is not made 
clear, Gadbery (1994) 53, n. 20; a terminus post quern for the mosaic was assigned to A D 50-70, based on 
stylistic grounds and on pottery evidence found in test trenches below the mosaic floor (in the bedding 
pavement and fill, Miller, (1972) 332 and Wiseman (1979) 528. 

6 4 AA 18 (1963) 789. The report proposes a possible semi-civic character, a merchants' club perhaps, like 
those at Delos, on account of the size of the dining room and its elaborate floor mosaic; Daux (1963) 726; a 
second storey would have doubled the floor space, from 182 to 362 m2; Walbank, (1994) 128, n. 116, studied 
the building remains and identified it as a "working farm" and the courtyard as a "courtyard for farm use" but 
does not discuss the evidence for this. She only points out that this region was probably farmed in antiquity 
as it is today. 

6 5 Based on the plan, the impluvium appears to have had a drainage system, which directed rainwater to the 
north road and to the southern exit of the house (PI. 32 c). 
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The large rectangular room (5.00 m x 9.00 m) to the west with an elaborate tessellated floor mosaic 

was identified by Travlos as a dining room. 6 6 

Despite these various Italian elements of floor plan, there are numerous divergences from 

the typical examples of the Roman domus, as described by Vitruvius (6.3) and often found at 

Pompeii and Herculaneum. 6 7 The distribution and alignment of rooms around the atrium, for 

example, do not follow the axial arrangement, where space of course permitted, common in many 

of the dwellings at Herculaneum (insula v.l) and Pompeii (Regio I, insulae 8 and 9) (Pis. 33 a-b).6 8 

Furthermore, the entrance vestibule of the Anaploga villa has projecting walls at either narrow end 

that transformed the area into a chamber (thyroreion); similar arrangements have been noted in 

some of the Delian dwellings such as the House of Diadoumenos (PI. 33 c). In the Campanian 

examples, on the other hand, the projecting side walls do not appear to be customary and the 

entrance vestibules therefore resemble unobstructed broad open corridors. 

Another divergence from what is commonly associated with the ideal Vitruvian Italic 

dwelling, is the absence of alignment between the vestibule and the atrium that would have 

permitted an unobstructed view into the interior of the home. 6 9 At Pompeii and Herculaneum, 

however, attempts were made, where possible, to symmetrically arrange and align the various 

6 6 AA 18(1963) 78. 

6 7 Not all houses at Pompeii and Herculaneum were of the domus type and as Wallace-Hadrill, (1997) 
22Iff, has recently pointed out, the typical plan of the Republican house was the courtyard plan, see also 
supra 4, n. 7; at Pompeii, for example, House V.v.2 regio 5, was a simple courtyard dwelling identified by 
Mau (1907) 343, as an "atrium house without a compluvium," while another non-domus type included one 
with a garden courtyard and a portico along one side, idem 341. 

6 8 i.e. Regio 1 house 17 (PI. 33 a). 

6 9 Of course many also question the existence of the ideal Italian domus as described by Vitruvius, 
Tsakirgis (via correspondence). 
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spatial elements (vestibu\e-atrium-tablinum/triclinium-gardQr)Jperistyle), despite the size of the 

dwelling. 7 0 The Anaploga villa, on the other hand, tends to follow a trend commonly associated 

with the Greek division of private space within which the interior view of the household was often 

obstructed from curious onlookers. This practice reflects the more traditional secluded nature of 

Greek dwellings. 

A closer look, however, at other Italian house plans suggests that the Corinthian example 

resembles more so the simple country villas of Italy with a central courtyard and square inpluvium, 

11 

as excavated in the Augustan to 2nd centuries A C house at San Giovanni (PI. 34 a-b). The 

traditional elements of design, as identified in the cities of Vesuvius - tablinum, alae, fauces - are 

absent in this example.7 2 

A second example of the simple atrium unit was excavated at a site known as Pano 

Magoula, to the N E of ancient Corinth, at the third kilometre of the road to Argos. 7 3 It was 

constructed in the garden of a much larger, earlier, villa and has been dated to after the mid 3rd 

century, probably post-Herulian (PI. 35 a-b).7 4 It may lie outside the chronological limits of this 

7 0 Such elements were commonly associated with the salutatio that took place in the homes of people of 
rank; for the role of the salutatio see, Dwyer (1991) 29, and Wallace-Hadrill (1994) 12; in some plans, where 
space was an issue, there was an attempt to maintain at least partial alignment, either between the vestibule 
and impluvium, or the vestibule and tablinum, etc. (Pis. 33 a-b). 

7 1 The Pompeian/Herculaneum impluvia are commonly oblong; Small (1980) 91, figs. 1, 3; a similar plan 
was also identified in a Republican courtyard farm house, situated along the via Gabina east of Rome, to 
which an impluvium was added in the early Imperial period, (P1.34 c) Widrig (1980) 121-2, 134-5, figs. 3-5. 

7 2 At Cosa, for example, the traditional colonial dwelling consisted of an "entrance throat, central space, 
and rooms for special functions opening off it front and rear," Bruno and Scott (1993) 24; this central area, 
which the excavators had mistakenly identified as a covered reception hall, atrium, with no impluvium, idem 
25, was actually an open courtyard as suggested by the drip-line, Wallace-Hadrill (1997) 228. 

7 3 Pallas (1955) 201 -2, the excavated plot was subsequently planted with trees. 

7 4 According to Pallas, (1955) 215-26, this date is assigned based on the materials used in its construction, 
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study; however, the persistence of Roman elements in the domestic plans of this region deserves 

further attention. Noteworthy, for example, is the direct entrance into the atrium that may have 

carried a tuscan roof with compluvium; the tablinum that faced north onto a stoa of a possible 

peristyle; the evidence for a second storey as indicated by the staircases to the west; the absence of 

symmetry and alignment also observed in the Anaploga villa and the Vil la of Corinth (Pis. 32 c, 36 

b); and last, the absence of quality building materials such as marble revetments for the walls and 

impluvium (1.60 m x 1.40 m). 7 5 

The appearance of Roman architectural features at this late date (3rd century) should not be 

interpreted as foreign imports. The Italian-type domus introduced by the Roman colonists was 

perhaps exclusively used by the colonists themselves and possibly the local elite. Through time, 

these elements were adopted by the populace and became standard features in domestic design, 

despite the Hellenization of the population. Components, therefore, of the Roman domus became 

the hallmark of domestic architecture within a thoroughly Hellenized Roman Corinth. 

which came from earlier structures, a late Roman (?) coin and a Type XXVDJ lamp from an undisturbed fill 
just outside the east wall of room C, and from the type of wall construction, in imitation of opus mixtum: 
walls of cut poros blocks, brick and mortar were plastered and incised in alternating bands of stone rubble 
and brick plinths, idem 210, fig. 4. 

7 5 Pallas, (1955) 209-10, suggests that the atrium may have had a tuscan roof (two roof beams positioned 
parallel along the width of the atrium) with a compluvium, since no evidence for atrium roof supports were 
found; the tablinum had rectangular supports that served as part of the north wall, opening onto a portico. A 
similar example is found in the House of the Vettii at Pompeii (PI. 65 b), idem 208, but in this case the 
tablinum was omitted and the atrium with two supports opened directly on to the peristyle, Mau (1907) 322, 
fig. 158; for the absence of marble see, Pallas (1955) 215-6; identification of the impluvium was based on "a 
light crumbling earth of a green-blackish colour, which probably came from the sediments of marlstone 
diluted in water and found on the floor of this structure. Since a similar deposit was found in the conduit that 
supplied water to the large cistern in the garden, Pallas concluded that the small orthogonal structure in room 
C was probably an impluvium. No drain was found but it did not survive since it would have been at a higher 
level, as was the one from the impluvium of the Roman Villa at Corinth excavated by Shear, Sr. (1930) 16, 
see idem 208, pi. 72 c; the position of the drain is visible in the stepped impluvium of the villa at Psyla Alonia 
Square at Patras, where it is located just below the stylobate next to the steps, AA 26 (1971) 150, pi. 128 b. 
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The second category of dwellings is the tetrastyle atrium, of which one example was located 

outside the city walls to the N E , at Cheliotomylos (PI. 36 a-b). 7 6 The villa has recently been 

77 

assigned to the 1st century A C , sometime after the Augustan period. The elaborate floor mosaics, 

on the other hand, belong to a remodelling of the dwelling in the Hadrianic or Antonine periods 

(rooms A , B , D , and E?) with subsequent alterations undertaken in the late 2nd or early 3rd 
7 0 

centuries, at which point the mosaic in room C was perhaps incorporated. 

The residence has an irregular plan and only four rooms (B-E) survive with asymmetric 

walls that extend eastward from an almost rectangular atrium. The mosaic floor patterns do not 

align with the walls. The odd arrangement of the ground plan, the varying floor levels and the 

chronology of the edifice, are indeed puzzling. 7 9 Topographic elements, remodelling of pre-existing 

structures and subsequent additions may explain these anomalies but a re-examination of the site is 
Qf\ 

necessary in order to clarify these issues. 
The impluvium of this villa has four square column bases at the corners of the cement-lined 

81 . . . 
pool, originally faced with marble. These columns, according to Vitruvius (6.3.1), were used to 

7 6 Shear, Sr. (1930) 15. 

7 7 Walbank (1997) 127; Shear Sr., (1930) 25-6, had originally dated the floor mosaics to the Hellenistic 
period, prior to 146 BC, based on stylistic evidence, Greek pottery and coins found scattered outside the 
walls, while the walls themselves were assigned to a later Augustan date, as suggested by the pottery lamps 
and coins. 

78Waywell(1979) 297. 

7 9 Room C, for example, lies 0. 32 m. below rooms A and B Shear, Sr. (1930) 16. 

8 0 Access to the dwelling, however, has been sealed off; this irregularity in the layout of the villa is not 
unique in Corinth; a similar asymmetry was observed in the three rooms found next to the east side of the 
South Basilica, Weinberg (1960) 8, plan V. 

8 1 The atrium is almost a perfect square (7.13 m) and it has an impluvium (0.32 m deep) with four square 
column bases (0.55 m) at its corners; as Shear, Sr., (1930) 16, points out, the pool was open to the sky and in 
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support an opening in the roof above. The section excavated east of the impluvium may have been 

the dining and service areas of the household, whereas storage rooms were identified outside the N E 

corner and the south wall of room E where pithoi were found. 8 2 

The third type of domestic plan is the dual courtyard with atrium and garden peristyle 

currently being excavated by Guy Sanders in the Panaghia Field at Corinth (App. 49), which lies 

west of the forum and is dated to the 2nd century A C (PI. 37 a-c).8 3 The remains attest to the 

existence of a once large and sumptuous villa with multiple rooms. Among them a fountain room 

was identified, along with service, kitchen and bath areas to the east, and a mosaic paved atrium 

with a marble lined impluvium to the S W . 8 4 Nearby and east of the atrium, a possible garden 

courtyard was excavated, of the type common at Patras (Pis. 67 a-b, 68 a). 8 5 It appears to have been 

surrounded by a channel (0.55 m deep and 8.00 m long EW) paved with rhomboid shaped bricks 

(PI. 37 b-c). The wall against which the channel abuts possibly served as the stylobate for a 

peristyle, a theory supported by the discovery of Ionic capitals from the destruction debris.8 6 These 

remains are of significance for they document the existence of the atrium and garden/peristyle unit 

it water was collected but no pipes were found that could have drained the pool or provide water; however, 
the area beneath the pool was not investigated. The drain was located at a height of 0.32 m from the bottom 
of the impluvium, but it did not survive, Pallas (1955) 208, n. 1. 

8 2 One was imbedded in the N E corner, Shear, Sr (1930) 16. 

8 3 A plan of the villa has not as yet been published; according to the report no material culture was found 
on the floor with which to date the villa, so the 2nd century date is perhaps based in part on a stylistic analysis 
of the floor mosaics and fresco fragments of a 2 n d century Maenad, while a 4 t h century remodeling is 
suggested by the remains of a Nike fresco, Blackman (1999-2000) 24. 

8 4 Blackman (1999-2000) 24; Sanders (1999) 442-3, fig. 2. 

8 5 See Chapter 3, Patras, infra 184ff. 

8 6 In the report a latrine was suggested but this is not a correct identification and, second, excavators 
suggested that there was an Ionic peristyle, Blackman (1999-2000) 24. 

111 



outside the city of Patras and are perhaps a testimony to the popularity of this house type in the 

Roman colonies of Greece. 

The fourth category represented at Corinth is the peristyle courtyard unit, adjacent to temple 

E (PI. 38 a). It dates to shortly after the first third of the 1st century and was first excavated in 1933 

by Sterling Dow but never published; subsequently, in 1964 Anderson re-examined the structure. 

The remains include a peristyle courtyard, a large broadroom to the west and fragmentary walls to 

the south. The marble paved courtyard communicates directly, via a corridor, with the N W corner 

of the penbolos of Temple E . Its precise function is unknown, but its location suggests that it may 

have served as a dwelling for the priests or those who served the temple. 9 0 

Outside of Corinth at the port of Kenchreai, in the so-called 'Atrium Veneris,' a more 

traditional Hellenistic courtyard type unit was identified, despite the rather fragmentary and 

complex remains (Pis. 38 b-39 a). 9 ! This seaside structure diverges in plan from the Italian-type 

domus with atrium-impluvium, which appears in the larger more affluent homes of the 1st and 2nd 

centuries. Nine phases of this edifice have been recognized, ranging from the Hellenistic period to 

the 6th century A C , but only phases four and five (although these plans are far from certain) 

8 7 App. 46; the unit now lies beneath a modern road; AA 19 (1964) 100, pi. 105, and Anderson (1965) 1-2. 
Only a preliminary report was published by Anderson. 

8 8 In Anderson's report, Hesperia 34 (1965) 2, the courtyard was incorrectly identified as an atrium, and Dr. 
C. K. Williams II confirmed my observation. 

i9AA 19(1964) 100. 

9 0 Wiseman (1979) 528; it was identified as a Temple Annex by Walbank (1997) 117. 

91 App. 47; Scranton et al. (1978) 79. 
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concern our period of study. Phase Four belongs to the early Roman period and dates to the last 

92 

years of 1st century B C , while Phase Five begins after the earthquake of A D 77, ca A D 100. 

The proposed reconstruction (ca 41 m x 30 m) of the first Roman phase (Period 4) 

resembles a typical Hellenistic type dwelling comparable to those found at Pella and the palace at 
93 

Vergina, with rooms arranged around a large peristyle courtyard (PI. 38 b). The suggested 

columnar facade, commonly seen as a Hellenistic contribution to the layout of private space, is also 

found in northern Greek dwellings, at the palace of Vergina and at Baltanetto, Naoussa (PI. 40 a-

b) . 9 4 In the second Roman phase (Period 5), however, certain western elements were introduced, 

such as walls of baked brick, opus testaceum that replaced the previous ones of cut poros blocks, a 

tablinum-type room with fauces on either side, and an emphasis on axial alignment and symmetry 

(PI. 39 a). 

The peristyle courtyard, according to the published plan, appears to have had two 

reception/dining rooms at both, narrow ends (A, B ) . 9 5 To the N E stood a large broadroorn/oecws (ca 

14 m x 6 m), with multiple openings, 5 in all, that faced on to the courtyard. At the opposite end 

was a smaller tablinum-type room with a bicolumnar facade framed by two entrance vestibules.96 

9 2 Dating evidence for the first phase is provided by a coin of the Corinthian Duoviri, Scranton et al. (1978) 
82, 87. Pottery and lamps found beneath the floor assist in assigning a late 1st century date to the second 
phase, idem 84. 

9 3 The report carefully points out that the series of SW spaces aligned in a row may not all be rooms but 
some may have been open courts, with possibly a stoa to the SW and a peristyle court to the NE, Scranton et 
al. (1978)81-82. 

9 4 Tsigarida (1993) 72-73; for the Hellenistic origins of the exterior portico see, Pandermalis (1976) 394-5, 
fig. I; for Baltanetto, Naousa see, Petsas (1965) 36-8, fig. 1; the colonnade found along the facade of the 
House of the Masks at Delos and House of Dolphins (Pis. 4 a, 12 b) is perhaps of Hellenistic origins. 

9 5 Peristyle court was ca 9.50 x 7.30 m, while the hall was ca 16 m x 14 m, Scranton et al. (1978) 82. 

9 6 The oecus was enlarged during the 6th phase, ca A D 200, to 11 meters deep. In this new addition 

113 



The combination of rooms at the S W end, however, resemble western plans, that of a tablinum 

flanked by fauces facing onto an atrium, as opposed to the more Hellenistic appearance of the N W 

end. The attention placed on axiality and symmetry was emphasized by the alignment of columns 

and wall divisions. A n attempt, in fact, was made to create an identical facade at either short erid of 

the courtyard, despite the fact that behind these facades internal division of space varied. 

The identification of this structure as a dwelling is clearly suggested by the plans of both 

phases. Whether or not it belonged to a wealthy merchant or a collegium or, perhaps, to those 

associated with the cult of Aphrodite (priestesses, attendants or prostitutes) as proposed by 

Scranton, is difficult to discern. The objects found in the vicinity, that include figured lamps, 

figurines and pottery with erotic, Dionysiac, gladiatorial and mythological themes can be part of the 

contents of any household and do not necessarily have to be associated with a sanctuary to 

Aphrodite as previously suggested. 

benches were added along the wall that supported brick pilasters, Scranton, et al. (1978) 84; a comparable 
arrangement can be seen in the House of Dionysos at Delos with room F (broadroom) at one end and rooms 
K - L - M at the other that resemble a tablinum with fauces (PI. 39 b). For plan see, Chamonard (1906) pi. 10 
and Westgate (2000) 411, fig. 14. 

9 7 Scranton, et al. (1978) 88. 

9 8 The remains, however, of a temple to Aphrodite mentioned by Pausanias (2.2.4), which scholars assume 
lay in the vicinity of the northern end of the harbour, has not as yet been found. In fact, there is no conclusive 
evidence for the identification of this site as a sanctuary and little is known about the rest of the building; 
Pausanias (2.2.4) does not give a clear indication of the location of the temple of Aphrodite. Nor can the 
archaeological remains (figured lamps, figurines and pottery with erotic, Dionysiac, gladiatorial and 
mythological themes) found in the area securely can be used to identify the structure, Scranton et al. (1978) 
89; the proposed interpretation of these remains as a residence and sanctuary was based on the harbour 
location (conveniently located for temple prostitution), the enclosure wall surrounding it, the continuous use 
of the site and possibly continuity of function, the opulence of the structure (an oddity in a working class 
harbour town), the quasi-collegial appearance of the oecus, the fact that the worship of Aphrodite (an oriental 
cult) did not require a monumental Greek type temple, and last the interpretation of a series of five 
fragmentary spaces (open and closed) facing a colonnade that may have been used for religious observances 
on account of their resemblance in plan to Cypriote-Near eastern temple groups, are all very hypothetical, 
Scranton, et al. (1978) 79, 89, 90. 
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Other villa-like structures that appear to have included a peristyle courtyard were located 

N E of ancient Corinth, along the road to Kenchreai." The fragmentary remains, for example, of an 

unexcavated, lst-2nd century A C , villa at Pano Magoula have been associated with the Italian-type 

urban and rural villa, villa urbana and rustica (PI. 35 a). 1 0 0 The remains of a cistern, hortus and 

possible peristyle identify the edifice as a villa urbana, while the oil press, millstones, pithoi 

fragments, thick floors, and balneum are associated with the villa rustica type. 1 0 1 As for the 

existence of a western-type dwelling with atrium at this estate during the early Roman phase, this is 

mere speculation. 

The final villa structure excavated at Corinth is the seaside villa at Lechaion, of which only a 

segment of the original plan was revealed (PI. 40 a-b). 1 0 2 The plan and design of the edifice is 

Surface finds suggest that this area was occupied during the Roman period and into Late Antiquity, 
Pallas (1955) 201. 

1 0 0 For the post-Herulian atrium unit constructed over this earlier villa see, supra 108ff; Pallas (1955) 201; 
Pallas, (1955) 215, date is based on lamp fragments, of Type XXVHI, found in a sealed deposit outside the 
east wall of the cistern. According to Perlzweig, (1961) 8, most Type XXVHI lamps date to the 4th century 
and later. 

1 0 1 Pallas (1955) 215-16; the excavator suggests that the humbler post-Herulian villa with a possible 
peristyle was constructed in the garden of an earlier, more elaborate, Roman villa to which the cistern 
belonged, using earlier materials that possibly came from the previous residence, i. e. Doric capital and 
unfluted column shaft, idem 215-6, 201; for the fragments of thick floors see, idem 201. They consisted of 
gravel (that may have served as a substructure for a finer surface that has not survived) or tile fragments set 
upright in a thick lime plaster as found in the early courtyard Roman dwelling at Stymphalos, personal 
observation; the cistern is constructed of stone rubble (argous lithous) lined with hydraulic cement on the 
inside and stone plinths on the exterior. Walls are 0.5 m wide and the depth of the cistern is 1.3 m, while on 
the exterior it rises roughly to ca 0.59 m from ground level. Surviving dimensions include a ca 23 m east wall 
and a ca 10 m north wall, idem 203, 205; the existence of a balneum is suggested by the discovery of a 
conical shaped terracotta object that was placed in the roofs of balnea for ventilation and light, idem 212-4; 
distinguishing features of the villa rustica include rooms for wine and oil production (wine presses, oil 
presses, olive-crusher), bakery, barn, stables, cisterns, washbasins, a threshing floor and a courtyard or 
farmyard surrounded, in part or entirely, by a peristyle, Robertson (1964) 310; see also, Vitruvius (6.6.1-7). 

1 0 2 It is not accessible today, App. 45; it was last investigated by Stikas in 1957, (1957) 89-94; for history 
of excavations at the site see, supra 9; Stikas' re-examination of the area has slightly modified Philadelpheus' 
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comparable to the villa of Antoninus at Nikopolis (PI. 42 a), as suggested by the organization of 

rooms. 1 0 3 A series of three chambers (ZrZ' and A B C ) , for example, faced on to a stoa (Lechaion, 

B , PI. 41 b) or a corridor (Nikopolis, Z) which in turn connected with a courtyard area (A and A ) . 1 0 4 

In addition, the various service areas with kitchen and bathing facilities were located in both 

examples to the east.1 0 5 The dimensions, however, of the Lechaion villa, were much more 

elaborate. There was a long stoa, B that faced the courtyard and a 5.30 metre main doorway with 

two columnar supports, which directed one from the hallway into what was perhaps the triclinium 

plan. There is, among other things, for example, a colonnade separating area B from A rather than a wall 
(Pis. 4 a-b), rectangular and semicircular niches were found in the southern wall, which also had pillar 
supports on the exterior, while more doorways were identified in the original structure that were blocked off 
at a later date ~ at least by the 6th century when the basin in front of the south wall was built — and last, 
among the structures to the east, a 6th century fountain was set up 

1 0 3 Stikas, (1957) 83, 93, purposes that Philadelpheus had incorrectly identified this structure, and that 
according to him it was not a Roman villa with nymphaeum, but a Roman Nymphaeum, arguing that there 
were too many openings in the rooms and colonnades for a dwelling. The comparable plans of villa remains 
with nymphaea were perhaps not known to him at the time, while Pallas, (1955) 216, attributes extensive wall 
remains, north and east of this nymphaeum, to a villa; Kosso, (1996) 224, includes it in villa examples; 
furthermore, the 3rd century date that Stikas, (1957) 94, purposes for the first phase of the structure is based 
on a single bronze coin of Marcus Aurelius and wall constructions, opus testaceum and opus mixtum -
Philadelpheus (1918) 135, had suggested a Roman date, 1st century BC, after the establishment of the 
Corinthian colony, but this of course is much too early. No pottery evidence is presented. It would perhaps 
be next to impossible to assign a date based on material evidence or stratigraphy, since the original excavator 
of the site, Theophanes Rentes, did not keep notes and the material discovered was never documented. Some 
objects ended up in his private collection while the rest were abandoned at the site and, subsequently, the area 
was thoroughly robbed. The date, therefore, of this structure is problematic; however, judging from 
comparable villa plans found elsewhere in the empire — Nikopolis, Volubis, Merida and Antioch - and from 
the building techniques and materials used, such as opus mixtum (stone rubble, possibly, alternating with 
bricks) and opus testaceum, a date as early as the 2" century A C for the initial phase of the building is 
plausible; at ca A D 100, opus testaceum is found in the Atrium Veneris at Kenchreai) and opus mixtum 
appears in Patraean units ca the 2nd century AC; for the presence of opus mixtum in the 2 n d and 3r d centuries 
see, infra 205-6. 

1 0 4 ^(1918) 125-135. 

1 0 5 Philadelpheus, (1918) 134, points out that the rooms east, I and K, are later additions and include a 
kitchen, mageireion, latrine and service area, but he does not provide evidence for these identifications. 
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of the vi l la . 1 0 6 This room was adorned with an elaborate opus sectile floor pavement, marble 

revetted walls, 1 0 7 and a colonnade along the south side, as indicated by a series of bases found that 

supported green (yerde antico) and white marble columns through which the nymphaeum could be 

viewed. 1 0 8 These rooms may have been used for summer dining, as suggested by the villa's seaside 

location, its southern exposure and the location of the nymphaeum. Furthermore, the shade 

produced by the southern wall of the nymphaeum}09 the cool flowing water and numerous openings 

of the rooms must have provided a continuous breeze, ideal for summer dining. The proposed 

dining function of these rooms is further substantiated by their close proximity to the possible 

service areas, mageireion, kitchen and bathing facilities located just to the east. 1 1 0 

Similar floor plans have been documented not only at Nikopolis, but also elsewhere in the 

empire. The triple room combination (I, J, K) facing on to a portico/corridor (L), for example, can 

be seen in the villa at Luni (PI. 42 b) the Maison des Fauves at Volubilis (PI. 43 a) and in the early 

2nd century A C Casa de Amphiteatro at Merida (P1.43 c). The Corinthian villa, therefore, 

resembles in plan a category of imperial townhouses identified by Katherine Meyer as the 'axial 

peristyle house.' This type is found in the west and in North Africa and is characterized by the axial 

1 0 6 Corridor B in Philadelpheus' report was 25 m x 6 m while the courtyard (26 x 10 m) was called a 
garden, Philadelpheus (1918) 126-7; Stikas (1957) 91, has 21.40 m x 5.65 m for stoa B and 17.10 m x 26.40 
m for the courtyard and for room G, 14.40 m x 6.23 m. 

1 0 7 This room was compared to the Roman atrium by Philadelpheus (1918) 129-30, 132; the interior 
marble walls are of a later date, 6th century perhaps, Stikas (1957) 93. 

1 0 8 Philadelpheus (1918) 130. 

1 0 9 It also served as a retaining wall for the 3 m high ridge against which the villa was constructed, 
Philadelpheus (1928) 132. 

1 1 0 The rooms on either side of the nymphaeum were (4.6 m x 3.75 m), Philadelpheus (1918) 134. 
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arrangement of the triclinium and courtyard. The closest parallels to the Lechaion villa, in plan, 

with its possible triclinium and symmetrically arranged side rooms, are the examples from Volubilis 

and Northern Italy. What perhaps distinguishes the Greek plans from their western counterparts, 

however, is the presence of a long corridor positioned between the triclinium and courtyard, a 

combination not found in the western villas mentioned. Parallels, on the other hand, of porticoes or 

piers in a triclinium through which a courtyard and/or nymphaeum could be viewed ~ as seen in our 

Lechaion example — are found in an early 3rd century Roman house at Seleucia Pieria, near 

Antioch (House 1; PI. 43 d). The popularity, in fact, of these spatial elements in domestic 

architecture continues into Late Antiquity in other areas of the Roman world, as seen in the House 

of Cupid and Psyche at Ostia (PI. 43 b) . 1 1 3 

To a different category of domestic space belong the tenement dwellings excavated east of 

the theatre (App. 53; Pis. 32 a, 44 a-b). The superstructures do not survive but the narrow width of 

the ground plans indicates that the upper story apartments must have been rather elongated 

structures, up to three stories high, perhaps, that contained family residences above the shops. 1 1 4 

1 1 1 Meyer (1999) 101-2; for description of the villa at Luni see, George (1997) 51-2. 

1 1 2 See also the House of Menander at Antioch, Levi (1947) 67, fig. 26; symmetry and axiality are 
commonly avoided in these eastern Roman house plans, Ward-Perkins (1981) 325, fig. 210. 

1 1 3 Ward-Perkins (1981) 211-2, fig. 128 B; the origins of these new house types in Italy, therefore, should 
be sought in the east. 

1 1 4 Williams U and Zervos (1986) 148. Building 3 can be restored to a minimum height of 4.30 m, based on 
the evidence which includes fallen blocks and wall fragments found well above floor level with clay remains 
still attached to the back of the fragments. This suggests that upper walls were of mud-brick or packed clay 
panels, idem 140; the original height of the western stone wall (Building 1) was greater than that of a standard 
one storey structure, while the 35 storage jars found over the fallen stone blocks are believed to have come 
from a second storey storage room, idem 147; Buildings 5 and 7 were also multi-storey structures as indicated 
by the height of the surviving stone walls, the large amounts of mud-brick debris and the size and position of 
the frescoes. The south wall of room 4, Building 7, stands to about two metres above the ashlar floor, while 
originally the walls must have stood to ca 3.15 m high, Williams II and Zervos (1986) 154; painted wall 
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There may have been a small mezzanine floor with one or two room apartments over the workshop 

areas, similar to those found at Pompeii and Ostia. 1 1 5 Above these, apartments were erected with 

floor plans perhaps analogous to those found in Italy that displayed rooms opening on to a long 

corridor with windows. In addition, balconies of the type current in Italy, at Pompeii and Ostia, and 

known in Athens since early times may have extended over the theatre street, whereas on the east 

side ran a narrow service corridor. 1 1 6 

The northernmost unit extends to a length of over 20 meters and was erected in the 1st 

century A C (PI. 44 b) . 1 1 7 It consisted of a series of shops composed of two rooms each, 8.80 m 

wide. 1 1 8 The types of shops varied, and included a fuller's establishment, a glassblowing workshop, 

a smithy, 1 1 9 butcher shops and kitchens. 1 2 0 They were almost of an identical plan consisting of a 

fragments found in room 5 were not associated with fresco paintings of the ground floor, but came from a 
room above, William U and Zervos (1989) 8. 

1 1 5 Called a pergola, Zanker (1998) 42. 

1 1 6 Ward-Perkins (1981) 161, fig. 90 and 193, figs. 76, 87; Zanker (1998) 128, fig. 69; the practice, 
however, of an upper storey extending beyond the main level walls was known since early times in Athens, 
see Chapter 1, Athens, supra 50. 

1 1 7 Catling (1981-82) 19; Williams U and Zervos (1982) 133. 

1 1 8 Williams U and Zervos (1983) 11; Catling (1982-3) 20; Buildings 1 and 3 have been assigned to after 
A D 12-15 and before the earthquake of 77, based on numismatic evidence. An earthquake once again, 
sometime during the reign of Hadrian, brought an end to the last phase, Williams II and Zervos (1988) 122; 
originally Building 3 was well constructed, but after A D 77, rebuilding was of inferior quality, reused poros 
blocks, and mud-brick and pise. The second storey may have been added at this time, Williams II and Zervos 
(1986) 142; Building 5 was built in the late Augustan period or a little after, Catling (1984-85) 17. 

1 1 9 Williams H and Zervos 52 (1983) 13; Catling (1982-83) 20. 

1 2 0 The wide street entrances, the merchant (?) window conveniently located opposite the theatre, cooking 
facilities and large quantities of animal bones (skulls and lower legs) do not point to private use, Williams II 
and Zervos (1986) 146, 148. Buildings I and 3 were butcher shops with kitchens that sold prepared meat, 
idem 129; Williams U and Zervos (1988) 153. 
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front room with a windowless storage area at the back. 1 2 1 O f particular interest is the construction 

1 99 

of a rectangular hearth found in Building 5 which is characteristic of the region of Pompeii. Such 

a find supports the proposal that among the colonists of Corinth, or later immigrants, were people 

from this area of Campania. 

Building 7 (PI. 44 b) is the most recently excavated structure and it has been identified as a 

possible house in the 1988 reports.1 2 3 The remains to date include an entranceway with a long 

entrance vestibule ( R M 4), a possible latrine(s) and a wide doorway leading into R M 5 with a niche 

that quite likely served as a lararium. This appears to be the remains of a large establishment, an 

inn perhaps, as suggested by its close proximity to the theatre and eating establishments just to the 

north, and by the graffito ' A N T E P O ' found in the lararium}24 

The typical modest Greek type of living space and workshop establishment represented by 

the more humble courtyard home has not as yet been identified at Corinth. In all likelihood, 

however, they perhaps did not differ greatly from their Hellenistic or even classical predecessors. 

The Courtyard House and the Ashlar House at Stymphalos are excellent examples of modest homes 
125 

in the traditional courtyard plan of the period that one might expect to find at Corinth. The Rachi 

settlement at Isthmia, on the other hand - a small community of ca 30 dwellings with workshops 
1 2 1 Williams H and Zervos (1988) 122. 

1 2 2 The hearth, found in room 1, a work area, of Building 5, had a thick bed of gravel or crushed stone that 
was used to retain the heat, Williams II and Zervos (1986) 154-5. The excavators, however, do not provide a 
reference for their comparison of this hearth with those in the region of Pompeii. 

1 2 3 Williams and Zervos (1988) 127. 

1 2 4 This wall inscription, in fact, could be associated with the cult of Aphrodite, Williams II and Zervos 
(1988) 130. 

1 2 5 Williams et al. (1998) fig. 2, 270-77. 
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devoted to the production of olive oil that was destroyed ca 200 B C — is also of interest. These 

dwellings, which featured flat roofs and confined chambers surrounding an open space, perhaps 

reflect the plans of the unpretentious courtyard homes devoted to agricultural activities that may 

126 

once have existed in the city of Roman Corinth (PI. 45 a). 

In addition to these basic domestic plans, general observations concerning the various 

principal elements of the residential unit should also be examined. The dining room for example 

was an integral part of the dwelling and it varied in size and form. In the House of the Opus Sectile 

Panel, for example, special attention was given to decorative 4 century B C mosaic pavement, that 

perhaps once belonged to an andron. The owner took great care to maintain and incorporate it into 

the Roman period structure, despite the fact that the mosaic stood roughly half a metre higher than 
127 

the surrounding Roman floor level and did not align with the Roman stucture (PI. 45 b). This 

oddity indicates that either the pavement was worth salvaging because of its excellent state of 

preservation, or that the owner had antiquarian interests and went to a considerable trouble to 

For the Rachi settlement see, Anderson-Stojanovic (1996) 62-3. According to the pottery, coins and 
stamped amphora handles found in the destruction debris, the settlement was established in the second half of 
the 4th century B C and destroyed ca 210; brief reports also appear in Blackman (1996-97) 18, figs. 19-21; 
Tomlinson (1994-95) 11; French (1993-94) 15, (1992-93) 14 and (1991-92) 11. 

1 2 7 Previous levels were cleared away by the Romans and the structure was built on bedrock or Neolithic 
levels, this explains the higher level of the classical floor, Williams II and Zervos, (1982) 133; in Oliver's, 
(2001) 361, recent article the structure has been defined as a possible series of storerooms or workshops. It 
has also been re-dated to the late 3rd century A C based on the recently excavated pottery and coins of the 
adjacent rooms, idem 351-2; the dwelling was dated to the 1st century A C and destroyed by fire in the mid-
3rd century A C , Williams U and Zervos (1983) 18, Catling (1981-82) 19 and (1983) 14; the pebble mosaic 
room may have been used as a dining area in its early Roman phase (from the 1st to ca mid second century 
AC) as suggested by the mosaic pavement and the various artifacts — such as animal bones, charcoal, pottery 
(mainly discarded table ware) coarse cups, glass vessels, theatrical mask and a marble relief of Dionysos and 
lion — found in the EW drain of this room, and by a small monolithic early Roman altar found within the 
foundation material of the NW corner basin of the same room, Williams II and Zervos (1983) 19, 22. The 
altar may very well be part of the furnishings of the pebble mosaic room. The owner must have gone to 
considerable trouble in order to include this pavement into the plan. 
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incorporate these remains into the structure.128 The latter, I believe, is more likely or perhaps a 

combination of both, since a somewhat similar incident was observed in Athens. In the House of 

the Greek Mosaic, for example, the pebble mosaic pavement of the andron was maintained for 

almost 700 years. 1 2 9 

A n example of the Hellenistic-type broadroom was excavated in both phases of the 'Atrium 

Veneris' at Kenchreai (Pis. 38 b, 39 a), whereas the triclinium chamber was located in the Anaploga 

Vil la as suggested by the layout of floor mosaics (PI. 32 c, 54 b ) . 1 3 0 Dfning couches would have 

been arranged in a pi shape fashion around the east, north and west walls, with the three panelled 

figural mosaics in the centre. These figural mosaics faced southward and were meant to be viewed 

by the visitors who would have entered from the S E corner of the room. The southern side of the 

dining room was probably left open, uncluttered by furniture, in order to facilitate the serving of 

food and to provide easy access to the dining couches and to the adjacent service rooms. The three 

mosaic panels at the south end, segregated from the main mosaic, suggest that this area functioned 

as a passageway. 

Smaller, multiple dining chambers that catered to the entertainment of fewer people 

simultaneously were preferred in the villas of this period. 1 3 1 Rooms B , C , and D , therefore, of the 

Roman villa at Corinth were perhaps designed for this purpose (PI. 36). Couches were arranged on 

1 2 8 Williams U and Zervos (1983) 18. 

1 2 9 See Chapter 1, Athens, supra 17; but it should be pointed out that in the case of Athens the entire 
structure was preserved not just the mosaic pavement as at Corinth. 

1 3 0 John Travlos had indicated that room 7 served as a dining area according to Miller (1972) 333, n. 8. 

1 3 1 Dunbabm(1991) 124. 
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132 three sides of the figural mosaic panels that faced in the direction of the main entranceway. The 

Dionysiac themes, therefore, that adorned these chambers, such as the Dionysos head with kantharoi 

in room D and a full-figured Dionysos in room B , were appropriate decorative motifs for a dining 

environment.1 3 3 

The last type of dining area is the triple-room combination of the type seen in the large 

peristyle houses of Pergamon (PI. 46). 1 3 4 At Corinth, a possible example was located in the Mosaic 

House located along the east side of the South Basilica (PI. 47 a-b), and constructed during the 

Hadrianic or early Antonine period. 1 3 5 The layout of this triple room scheme consisted of a large 

rectangular chamber with a central mosaic panel facing the main entranceway from the courtyard 

that no longer exists. 1 3 6 On either side were two smaller rooms, one to the north and one to the south 

that were accessed only from the main room. 1 3 7 The one to the north was perhaps a small private 

dining area (4.80 m x 2.60 m) , 1 3 8 while the one to the south a service area, as implied by the simpler 

139 
mosaic floor pattern and coarser tesserae used in its construction. 

1 3 2 Rooms B and C were accessed from the atrium. In room D, the head of Dionysos faced north which 
may indicate that the main entrance was from the N E corner of the room. Shear, Sr., (1930) 17, points out 
that there were no surviving doorways from the atrium into rooms B and C. 

1 3 3 Shear, Sr. (1930) 24. 

1 3 4 For houses at Pergamon see, Wulf-Rheidt (1998) 312. 

1 3 5 Weinberg (1960) 113, plan, V; for date see, idem 115, 122. Mosaics were dated to ca A D 200 based on 
stylistic grounds, since excavations were not conducted beneath the floor pavements. 

1 3 6 Weinberg (1960) 114. 

1 3 7 According to the report the mosaic panels faced the entranceways. In the small room the entrance was 
from the south wall, while in the large central room the entrance was from the east, Weinberg (1960) 113. 

1 3 8 Weinberg (1960) 113. 

139 Tesserae average 0.015 m. to 0.02 m., Weinberg (1960) 115. 
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Domestic shrines were also an important component of the household and varied in 

appearance and size. A simple niche was often suitable, such as the elaborate vaulted one, possibly 

dedicated to Aphrodite, located in Building 7 (PI. 44 b ) . 1 4 0 It was framed by a plaster moulding, and 

adorned with painted flowers, swags and ribbons on a white, plastered wal l . 1 4 1 In addition to the 

niche, another type of cultic area identified is the simple small room off a courtyard/a/r/wm.142 

A n important decorative element, found in prominent dwellings of the Roman period, was 

the fountain and nymphaeum. Although fountains are associated with Roman private architecture 

their origins are in fact not Roman at all. Animal sculpture fountains were found at Olympia and 

they were also depicted on early Greek vase painting. 1 4 3 In the Greek world, however, evidence for 

fountains in a domestic context has not as yet been identified. In Italy, on the other hand, the 

transformation of impluvia in Campanian dwellings into ornamental fountains began in the 2nd 

century B C . 1 4 4 B y the Imperial period the fountain was an integral part of the Roman household. In 

Greece, under the Roman sphere of influence, fountains became popular during the 2nd century, 

The niche (0,52 m high, 0.37 - 0.38 m wide, 0.12 m deep) is located just north of a broad, 2.46 m wide, 
entranceway leading from room 4 into room 5 of Building 7. It stands at a height of 2.20 m above the floor 
level, Williams II and Zervos (1988) 128; the graffito incised in Greek letters on the plaster of the south jamb 
wall of room 4 ~ ANTEPO[£]OH — could be a typical Roman cognomen, common in the 3rd century but not 
in Corinth, and rarely for a woman. Or it could be an invocation to the god Anteros, the son of Aphrodite and 
Ares, who was associated with male lovers; or the name of servant, owner, or visitor to a brothel. The niche, 
therefore, may have been dedicated to the god Anteros, Williams and Zervos (1988) 129-30. 

1 4 1 The colours are limited, with swags and petals in maroon, leaves in green and ribbon in black, Williams 
Hand Zervos (1988) 129. 

1 4 2 Another example of an atriumlimpluvium house is one currently being excavated by the Greek 
Archaeological Service, on the site of ancient Corinth, Epyov YLJIJO (1997) 70, which boasts a bath and, 
most importantly, a cult area that was identified by the clay masks, figurines and altar, Blackman (1998-99) 
21. 

1 4 3 Andersson (1990) 212. 

1 4 4 Andersson (1990) 213-4. 

124 



following the establishment of various hydraulic projects that increased the water supply to the 

cities. 1 4 5 As already mentioned above, a significant aqueduct was constructed at Corinth under 

Hadrian that brought in water from Stymphalos. 1 4 6 

Within the private sphere, an elaborate fountain room (ca 5.5 m x 9.5 m) was located N E of 

the atrium in the Panaghia Field V i l l a . 1 4 7 It boasts an octagonal marble fountain (1.6 metre 

diameter) centrally located within the room (PI. 48 a, b). According to the position of the 

waterspout, the excavator suggests that the actual fountain consisted of a marble statue set off-

centre. It faced towards the N W and could be seen from a conveniently located dining area to the 

north. 1 4 8 Similar sculptural fountains of course, albeit from an earlier period, are well known from 

Pompeii and Herculaneum. 1 4 9 

The more ornate nymphaea, on the other hand, were commonly associated with large villas 

where space permitted such extravagant waterworks. The sea-side villa at Lechaion, for example, 

boasts a large nymphaeum (15.56 x 3.72 m) supplied with water from a spring, that still exists today, 

flowing from the escarpment above (PI. 41 b ) . 1 5 0 A type of bench in front of the niches supported a 

terracotta conduit (0.15 metre width) that conveyed water. The marble lined stone rubble basin 

Walker (1987) 69; see also Chapter 3, Patras, infra 168. 

Lolos (1997) 292; supra 98. 

Blackman (1996-97) 18; Sanders (1999) 443. 

Blackman (1997-98) 23. 

George (1998) 88-9. 

Philadelpheus, (1918) 132, dimensions differ slightly, 16 m x 3.50 m; Stikas (1957) 90-1 
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(1.50-2.50 metre thick) in front of the brick built niches was a later addition.151 It was surrounded by 

a balustrade with columns, which according to Philadelpheus may have supported a tholos, of the 

type commonly found in Roman nymphaea.152 The back wall also served as a retaining wall and 

included seven, in all, alternating rectangular and semicircular niches, intended perhaps for the 

display of statuary.153 These remains are significant to the study of nymphaea within the private 

sphere for they appear to have been as equally elaborate as the public ones but are hitherto absent 

from discussions on nymphaea in the Greek world. 1 5 4 

Another architectural element is the balustrade.155 It is a barrier positioned between 

columns or piers of a courtyard, room, or nymphaeum like the marble one already mentioned in the 

Lechaion Villa. At times it was also used to define dining areas from the porticoes of courtyards, or 

1 5 1 Stikas, (1957) 93 I believe, has incorrectly assigned all subsequent modifications to the 6th century, 
while the evidence he uses in support of his theory is insufficient, see supra, n. 103. For example, the stone 
rubble construction of the basin, which he suggests is early Christian, is also a common building material 
found in Roman period dwellings. 

1 5 2 The balustrade was also clad with polychrome marble plaques, Philadelpheus (1918) 133; Stikas, 
(1957) 90-1, does not mention a balustrade, but discusses only the basin wall that survived in some parts to a 
height of 0.52 m; for descriptions of Roman nymphaea in the Greek world see, Walker (1987) 60-9 and 
Walker (1979). 

1 5 3 Philadelpheus, (1918) 133, who had suggested square niches, did not examine the south wall in detail; 
the first niche had a width of 1.10 m and a depth of 0.36 m, while the distance between the first rectangular 
and semicircular niche was 1.06 m, Stikas (1957) 89; from the centre of the cistern began a drain which ran 
axially along the NS axis of the house taking water from the nymphaeum, northward, to the courtyard/garden 
and east to the service areas, Philadelpheus (1918) 133. The conduit, which stemmed eastward, belonged to a 
subsequent remodeling period that Stikas, (1957) 91, 93, assigned to the early Christian period, based on wall 
construction of the cistern (stone rubble) and two 6th century coins. 

1 5 4 Walker, (1987) 68, however, in her article on public nymphaea, does suggest that elaborate nymphaea 
probably existed within private structures but that the archaeological evidence for them was lacking; Kosso, 
(1996) 215, fig. 6, 224, merely makes a passing reference to it and compares it to a late Roman complex, "the 
long narrow rooms found at Palaiochora," — although, I fail to see the resemblance. As mentioned above the 
plan is clearly associated with Roman Imperial structures of the 2nd century, supra n. 103. 

1 5 5 Discussed in Chapter 1 on Athenian dwellings, supra 52-3. 
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prothalamoi from androns. The remains of a second balustrade with a cement core and marble 

veneer exterior were excavated in the House of the Opus Sectile Panel . 1 5 6 For the reconstruction 

and function of this barrier one must turn to the courtyard of the North House at Knossos (AD 170-

157 

190) (PI. 49 a-b), where it was used to define the area of the open court. 

A final element of interest is the existence or absence of upper storey floors in Corinthian 

housing. The evidence at times is not clear. In the Anaploga Villa, for example, a narrow corridor 

that provided access to room 5 (PI. 32 c), may also have served as a stairwell leading to the rooms 

above. The thickness of the atrium walls (0.5 m - 0.7 m) in the Roman Vil la at Corinth, on the other 

hand, suggests that they could have supported a second storey, in at least part of the house. The 

destruction debris, however, from room D of the same villa indicates that no rooms existed above 

this area of the household. 1 5 8 Secure evidence for multiple floors has surfaced in the tenement 

structures east of the theatre. Remains, in fact, of the west wall of the S W room of Building 3 

indicate that the structure must have risen to a height of at least 4.30 m from the ground floor. 1 5 9 

Corinth, given her colonial status and commercial significance promises to be an important 

site for the development of domestic architecture in Roman Greece. Future publications, therefore, 

by the American School and the Greek Archaeological Service on the Roman period dwellings will 

be of extreme interest. 

1 5 6 Williams H and Zervos (1982) 134. 

1 5 7 Here, however, the balustrade separates a portico area from an open courtyard, Sackett (1992) 52. 

1 5 8 Shear, Sr. (1930) 16-7. The layer of fresco fragments and roof tile covering the floor of room D 
indicate that only one level existed, at least above this room. 

1 5 9 The surviving stone wall is 1. 88 m, while the superstructure was of mud-brick, Williams U and Zervos 
(1986) 138. 
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B U I L D I N G M A T E R I A L S A N D T E C H N I Q U E S 

Building practices and materials in Roman Corinth are of an eclectic nature and combine 

both local and foreign practices. Findings suggest that during the early Roman period settlers 

merely renovated or refurbished pre-existing abandoned structures that survived the destruction of 

146 B C . 1 6 0 Construction techniques of these earlier edifices, therefore, are almost indistinguishable 

from early Hellenistic remains. 1 6 1 In the 'Atrium Veneris' at Kenchreai of the early Roman period 

(late 1st century BC) , for example, there is evidence for the reuse of poros stone blocks taken from 

the earlier building for the construction of the euthynteria and the superstructure.162 

Roman methods for preparing a construction site can be observed in subsequent phases, 

from the Augustan period and on. Often this involved a total clearance of a site with the removal of 

all previous levels down to bedrock. As a result of these practices the House of the Opus Sectile 

Panel, for example, was erected mostly over Neolithic levels or plain simple bedrock. 1 6 3 Similar 

construction practices were also observed in Houses N and O of the Industrial district in Athens. 1 6 4 

This method, although costly and time consuming, permitted the owner to make maximum use of a 

lot by providing an even ground level and extended floor space that could accommodate a more 

orthogonal structure. 

1 6 0 Walbank(1997) 111. 

1 6 1 Walbank (1997) 120. 

1 6 2 Scranton et al. (1978) 81. Foundations were of small stones bound with mud and mortar. 

1 6 3 Williams U and Zervos (1982) 133. Only a few pre-Roman traces remain, a Hellenistic manhole and its 
cistern. 

1 6 4 Young (1951) 267,276. 
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These edifices were commonly erected according to local building methods that employed 

primarily stone rubble or blocks for foundations and the socle, while mud-brick was used for the 

upper sections of walls; however, Roman techniques and Roman period practices have also been 

identified. In the tenement structures east of the Theatre, for example, foundations were primarily 

of a varied stone construction while the superstructure was of mud-brick. Specifically, in the 

eastern wall of Buildings 1 and 3 of the tenement structure a rubble and cement foundation was 

discovered. 1 6 5 Furthermore, a common and eclectic Roman period practice was the reuse of readily 

available building materials from Classical and Hellenistic Corinth. Consequently, an array of 

materials was incorporated into the foundations of a building just south of the House of the Opus 

Sectile Panel, such as reused stone blocks and architectural elements.1 6 6 

A variety of stone construction materials was also used in the lower sections of domestic 

walls. For the dwellings located along the road to Lechaion, north of the forum, stone blocks for 

167 

example were taken from earlier Greek structures. Well constructed stone walls were also 

identified in a domestic structure, possibly of the middle Roman period, located in the Panaghia 

field, 1 6 8 whereas in the Roman Villa at Cheliotomylos unhewn stones embedded in cement were 

employed. 1 6 9 And last, in the Mosaic House next to the South Basilica small rectangular poros 

1 6 5 Williams H and Zervos (1988) 146. 

1 6 6 Williams H and Zervos (1983) 13. 

1 6 7 Houses mentioned above, supra 104, n. 55; Walbank, (1994) 127, does not provide any further 
information about these stone blocks or, the structures they were taken from. 

1 6 8 House walls were discovered beneath the late Roman bath, Blackman (1996-97) 18. 

1 6 9 Shear, Sr. (1930) 16. 
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blocks were combined with small stones and tiles as filling elements.1 7 0 Another option was the 

'opus mixtum' technique of alternating bands of stone rubble and brick, which, although identified as 

"Asiatic" in origins, became popular in Greece "from an early date in the Roman period." 1 7 1 At 

Corinth it was identified in the 2nd century A C Lechaion Vil la where surviving walls up to 80 cm 

1 79 

high were constructed of alternating bands of stone rubble and brick plinths bound with lime. 

Purely Roman building techniques have also been identified from as early as the Augustan 

period. Remains of opus quadratum, opus reticulatum, opus testaceum, and opus africanum 

walls, or a combination thereof, were excavated.1 7 4 Mud brick or pise, on the other hand, was used 

for the superstructure and at times for non-bearing partition walls, 1 7 5 as found in the storeroom of 

the House of the Opus Sectile Panel. 1 7 6 In the tenement structure east of the theatre, Buildings 5 

and 7 shared a single facade comprised of opus quadratum foundations set on bedrock followed by 

1 7 0 Weinberg (1960) 113. 

1 7 1 The term opus mixtum applied to walls of alternating bands of stone and brick in the eastern 
Mediterranean is misused, as Dodge, (1987) 108, points out, for it technically refers to Roman walls of a solid 
cement core faced with alternating bands of reticulate and brick work; although baked brick was used in the 
eastern Mediterranean before the appearance of the Romans, its use in the construction of major monuments 
was a Roman influence, Dodge (1987) 114; see also Chapter 1, Athens, supra 64. 

1 7 2 Philadelpheus (1918) 128. 

1 7 3 Williams U and Zervos (1984) 86-7. 

1 7 4 In the tenement housing east of the theatre, walls are in opus africanum, opus reticulatum and opus 
quadratum, as well as rubble and mortar, or plain rubble and at times mud-brick, seen in Building 3, 
Williams U and Zervos (1986) 138. 

1 7 5 Mud brick partition walls were found in the Opus Sectile House, Williams JJ and Zervos (1982) 134; for 
the Panaghia House, Blackman, (1997-98) 23, suggests mud-brick or pise walls; partition walls of mud-brick 
were observed in the tenement structures, Building 7, Williams II and Zervos (1984) 89 and (1988) 124. 

1 7 6 The transport or storage amphoras, lamps, cooking pots, funnel, African Red Ware plate, etc, identify 
this room located north of the pebble mosaic room as a storage area, Williams U and Zervos (1983) 14; mud-
brick for walls of the Opus Sectile Room, while the balustrade had a cement core and a marble veneer 
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opus reticulatum walls of a rubble, tile and cement core. The upper storeys, however, were 

comprised of mud-brick courses.178 Similar combinations of building techniques and materials have 

been observed in the Hadrianic constructions at Ostia and in the Villa of Hadrian at Tivoli.179 Opus 

testaceum was used in the 5th phase (ca 100 AC) of the Atrium Veneris' at Kenchreai. The 

foundations were of stone rubble set in a lime cement mortar with brick faced walls of a hard 

1 O A 

cement rubble core. This clearly is an attempt to imitate the construction techniques of Italy 

where the exterior brickwork served merely as a facing element while the cement core was the 

structural material.181 The presence of this wall technique at Corinth, a technique not found to date 
182 

in Athens, along with the other western types mentioned above, is of primary interest. The 

western origins of the city's inhabitants and the city's prime location, situated as it was along an east-

west commercial route, facilitated in the introduction and assimilation of foreign influences from the 

east and west. 

exterior, Williams n and Zervos (1982) 134. 

1 7 7 Williams II and Zervos (1986) 148. The lower inner facing of this wall is of reused stone blocks with 
classical tiles used as filling material for the joints. The structure was assigned to the Flavian period, ca late 
1st century. The 'street frescoes' indicate a date no earlier than mid 1st century. 

1 7 8 The remains of the west wall of the SW room of Building 3 are 1.88 m high. Further up the wall the fill 
changed (now missing) to mud-brick which rose at least to a height of 4.30 m from the ground floor of the 
structure, Williams II and Zervos (1986) 138. 

1 7 9 Here, for example, opus quadratum walls were constructed with opus reticulatum paneling, combined 
with corner coining and leveling courses of tile, Williams II and Zervos (1986) 158. 

1 8 0 Scranton etal. (1978) 82. 

1 8 1 Dodge (1987) 107. 

1 8 2 Solid brick construction, a technique favoured in the eastern Mediterranean, was used in Athens but at a 
later date, Dodge (1987) 108; see also Chapter 1, Athens, supra 63. 
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And last, opus africanum, or a type thereof, was discovered in the tenement structures east 

of the theatre, specifically in the party wall of Buildings 5 and 7, as well as in the west wall of the 

SE room of Building 3 . 1 8 4 This technique consisted of large rectangular stone blocks set upright at 

intervals combined with a mixture of rubble and cement. Often mud panels were used to fill in the 

1 R S 

spaces that bound the wall. This construction method which originated in North Africa can be 

found in Sicily, South Italy and in North Africa during the Roman period. 1 8 6 The appearance, 

therefore, of this wall type in Corinth suggests that the colonists and those who arrived later may 
1 R 7 

have come from areas of southern Italy. 

The construction of edifices in high quality Roman Building techniques on the Greek 

1 R R 

mainland was often attributed to a builder's guild imported from Italy or Rome itself. In light, 

however, of the plethora of Roman wall types discovered at Patras and the origins of the citizen 

body from both Patras and Corinth, I suspect that local workshops were established upon the arrival 

of the colonists (among them veterans) many of whom were perhaps expert builders. 1 8 9 These 

1 8 3 Williams H and Zervos (1988) 124. 

1 8 4 Williams U and Zervos (1986) 138. 

1 8 5 Williams II and Zervos (1988) 124 and (1986) 138. 

1 8 6 Adam (1984) 120-1; it is occasionally found in Sicilian cities located close to the North African coast, 
such as Agrigento and Marsala, but at Agrigento building practices (stone construction: mortared rubble or in 
more significant structures stone blocks) continued in vogue in domestic architecture, whereas Roman 
concrete and brick are absent, Wilson (1990) 119, 327. 

1 8 7 Romano, (1994) 26-27, n. 69, in fact, points out that the colonists of Corinth employed a type of land 
division of the so-called Hippodamian type common in South Italy and Sicily, by dividing land into sections 
1 actus wide per strigas. 

1 8 8 The quality of opus reticulatum walls found in the second half of the 1st century ceromatum (training 
halls for athletes) at Olympia is exceptional, French (1993-94) 26, fig. 13. 

1 8 9 For Roman building techniques at Patras, see Chapter 3, infra 200ff. 
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construction workshops catered to the preferences of westerners and perhaps were responsible for 

the use of Roman building methods in the Peloponnesos.1 9 0 

Other building elements employed in Corinthian dwellings include stone-carved drain 

spouts,1 9 1 door jambs, 1 9 2 terracotta drains, 1 9 3 and roof tiles. 1 9 4 O f particular interest is the discovery 

of a Roman pan tile inscribed with the name K O K X E I A N U S , written in Greek characters for the 

Latin equivalent, C O C C E I A N U S . This attempt by the Corinthians of the later 2nd century to use 

the Greek alphabet reflects the extent of the Hellenization process. 1 9 5 

Construction materials also included wood, which was used for doorframes, since traces of 

it in situ were noted in the doorway of Building 3 that connected the northern room with the eastern 

area behind. 1 9 6 The types of wood used in construction would have been pines that grew locally and 

"spruce from above Stymphalia."1 9 7 There was also a lavish use of marble for floor and wall 

1 9 0 See Chapter 4, Sparta, infra 25 Iff.; for the construction of the brick-faced Roman Stoa at Sparta, see 
Waywell and Wilkes (1993) 219-20 and (1994) 379-432. 

1 9 1 A rare drainage system, designed to empty the water or other waste from room 1 (a washroom) of 
Building 7, was carved through a rectangular ashlar block at an angle, placed vertically within the wall that 
reached the height of three regular courses, Williams II and Zervos (1988) 124-5. 

1 9 2 The remains were found, in situ, in the doorway of Building 3 which connected the northern room with 
the eastern area behind, Williams U and Zervos (1988) 122. 

1 9 3 A similar drainage system was noted within the walls of the N W and west room of Building 5. At the 
end of the 2nd century a terracotta conduit was incorporated that directed the waste from the spout to the 
street sewer, Williams U and Zervos (1986) 149. 

1 9 4 For Building 7, for example, the majority of tiles were Laconian; however, there was a significant 
amount of Sicilian type tiles as well, Williams II and Zervos (1989) 4-5. 

1 9 5 Williams II and Zervos (1986) 134. 

1 9 6 Williams H and Zervos (1988) 122. 

1 9 7 Williams, fl (1994) 38; Wiseman (1979) 445. 
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decoration. The floor of the fountain room in the Panaghia villa, for example, was laid in plaques of 

red and blue veined marble along with pinkish, rosso antico.m To a large extent marble probably 

came from the imperial quarries. Giallo antico, for example, was imported from Tunisia, whereas 

porphyry and granite were from Egypt. 1 9 9 Verde antico or marmor Lacedemonicum, on the other 

hand, used for the columns in the Lechaion villa, would have come from Sparta. 2 0 0 

WALL AND FLOOR DECORATIONS 

The development of exterior wall surfaces as we have observed in Corinthian dwellings is 

eclectic in nature and combines both traditional and Roman building techniques. The brick exterior 

of the 'Atrium Veneris' at Kenchreai, for example, appears to have had a simple stuccoed surface,2 0 1 

whereas Pompeian-type wall paintings of the Third Style were discovered on the street east of the 

theatre, outside a windowed wall of one of the tenement structures.202 If this fragment belongs to an 

exterior decoration then it may be compared to the exterior lararia paintings found at Delos. Some 

type of exterior embellishment also characterized the Tanagran homes that prompted Herakleides 

Kriticus (FHGII, p. 264) to comment on their beauty. 2 0 3 

1 9 8 Blackman (1997-98) 23. 

1 9 9 Williams E (1994) 38. 

2 0 0 For verde antico columns at the Lechaion Villa see, Philadelpheus (1918) 128; Stikas, (1957) 93, on the 
other hand, mentions a green marble column of Thessalian marble. 

2 0 1 Stucco fragments were found on the outside but the colour or design is not mentioned, Scranton, et al. 
(1978) 83. 

2 0 2 This does not necessarily mean that they were exterior wall paintings, Williams II and Zervos (1984) 
83;Gadbery(1994)n. 20. 

2 0 3 See also, Chapter 1, Athens, supra 65ff. 
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A greater variety in decorative wall surfaces of course can be observed in the interior of 

homes. There is evidence for marble revetments and/or wall paintings, for plain plastered 

monochrome surfaces and opus sectile glass panels. The atrium walls from the Roman Villa at 

Corinth combined a mixture of decorative techniques by employing marble revetments for the low 

marble socle and wall paintings for the upper surface. 2 0 4 A n analogous ornate wall decoration may 

also have lined the walls of the middle room of the Mosaic House by the Southwest Basilica. In this 

90S 

example marble slabs 0.018 m thick framed the lower walls of the room to a height of 0.33 m. 

Marble revetments were also identified in the Lechaion Villa. 

More economical methods of wall adornment, however, were employed in the tenement 

structures east of the theatre where stuccoed and painted surfaces in imitation of marble were 

reserved for the dado. Mottled pink orthostates with white and brownish/black specks appear to 

have been quite popular in Corinth from the last quarter of the 1st and the early 2nd to the mid 2nd 

centuries.207 For the upper surfaces a simple architectural facade may have been employed, of the 

type discovered at Stymphalos, consisting of long coloured reddish or white blocks defined by 

bands (PI. 50 a-b). 2 0 8 To complete this wall scheme stucco decoration was applied to the upper 

2 0 4 Shear, Sr. (1930) 16. 

2 0 5 Scranton etal. (1978) 5, 9. 

2 0 6 For the Lechaion villa see, Philadelpheus (1918) 128. 

2 0 7 In the upper room of Building 3 and in room 1 of Building 5, Williams II and Zervos (1986) 140, 158; 
and at a later date in room 3 of Building 5, Gadbery (1994) 52; Williams U and Zervos (1988) 128. 

2 0 8 Personal observation. The lower sections of the walls were of an off-white slightly rough plaster, ca 
one metre in height, followed by a section in imitation of coloured marble slabs; comparable architectural 
decoration, a common type of adornment from the 5th to the 1st century BC, was identified at House IB (mid 
2nd century BC) at Eretria, Reber (1998) 116-20, Abb., 184, 187, 192; for Greek wall decoration see also, 
Andreou, (1988) 202ff, cited in Reber (1998) 118; for plastic molding see, Williams H" and Zervos (1986) 
151. 
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portions of the walls as indicated by the fragments of a plaster epistyle and by the plastic moulding 

observed in other wall painting fragments.209 

The evolution of wall painting styles at Roman Corinth, from the foundation of the colony 

to the Herulian invasion of A D 267, appears to follow a pattern of development documented at 

other Greek cities and areas of the empire. Among the numerous fragments that have surfaced from 

the excavations east of the theatre, seven wall painting schemes were identified by Gadbery that 

date between 44 B C to the end of the 2nd century A C : 2 1 0 an imitation Second Pompeian style, a 

type of Third style, a Transitional style from Second to Third, and a panelled wall decoration of a 

type common in Greece and the Mediterranean area during this period. The frescoes from this site 

are significant to the study of Roman painting in Corinth for they assist in establishing a 

chronological framework with which comparable wall paintings from other Greek cities can be 

dated. 

Within the early Roman period, an imitative Second Pompeian Style was identified that was 

in vogue at Pompeii around the middle of the 1st century A C . 2 1 1 The Corinthian examples, 

however, display realistically-shaded fluted Corinthian columns in perspective, with an epistyle 

displayed on a red background that framed brilliant red panels. Often within these panels figured 

The top of the green frieze extended outward indicating the beginning of a plastic molding. These are of 
unknown origin and were found in a fill of the N-S terrace wall east of Buildings 1 and 3, Williams U and 
Zervos (1987) 123; Gadbery (1994) 51, n. 14. 

2 1 0 Gadbery (1994) 50. 

2 1 1 Gadbery (1994) 52; in Williams, II and Zervos (1988) 123, this wall-painting style was identified as an 
"advanced Second Style"; for details on imitation Second and Third Style wall paintings during the period of 
the Pompeian Fourth Style see, Ehrhardt (1987) 133-48. 
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212 designs were also included. They have been compared stylistically — with "a strong stylistic 

link" in fact ~ to those found in cubiculum M from the Villa of P. Fannius Synistor at Boscoreale 

that date to 50-40 B C 2 1 3 

Since remains from early Roman Corinth have not yet surfaced the Second Pompeian style 

has not been detected. And, in fact, only fragments of what may represent the Third Style were 

located in a deposit just outside a windowed-wall facing the Theatre Street.2 1 4 According to 1984 

reports these fragmentary remains depict a series of very thin (c. 0.042 -0.046 m or 0.061 - 0.064 m) 

215 

column shafts rendered in maroon lines against a red or white panel with single figural motifs. 

From the Second Roman phase two styles have been identified. One, has been classified as 

a "Style of transition from Second to Third" 2 1 6 for it displays yellow panels with columnar divisions 

2 1 2 They were discovered in a fill of the N-S terrace wall, east of buildings 1 and 3; other examples include 
the fragments of wall paintings found in the room east of the storeroom from the House of the Opus Sectile 
Panel, William II and Zervos (1982) 134; cinnabar (minium), an expensive pigment, was used for the bright 
red colour, Gadbery (1994) 51, n. 14; Williams II and Zervos (1987) 123; for the Opus Sectile House see, 
Gadbery (1994) 49, n. 7; frescoes are done directly on mud-brick, with no solid backing to reinforce them, 
Williams E and Zervos (1982)'134. 

2 1 3 Similarities are found in the proportions and details, such as the egg and dart molding, and in the 
analogies in the profile and spacing, Gadbery (1994) 51-2; but according to Gadbery they lack the realism 
found in their Italian counterparts. The ornamental elements and the use of "creamy green paint" is associated 
with the mid 1st century A C , when imitations of Second Style wall painting were popular in Pompeii and 
elsewhere in the Mediterranean world, Gadbery (1994) 52-3. 

2 1 4 The building they are associated with is unknown, Gadbery (1994) 53, n. 20; Williams II and Zervos 
(1984) 83; one group came from the doorway west of Building 1 while the second from a fill next to Building 
5, Williams U and Zervos (1986) 150. 

2 1 5 Williams II and Zervos (1984) 106-7 and (1986) 150-1; in one example a purple frieze survives from 
the upper section of the wall displaying small figures, mostly erotes riding chariots, followed by coloured 
bands in imitation of a stone cornice and by a painted epistyle (?) perhaps; another decorative motif is the 
'tangent medallion' known also from an aedicula of the Villa Imperiale at Herculaneum, Williams II and 
Zervos (1986) 151, n. 19; see also, Pappalardo (1985) 7. 

2 1 6 Williams H and Zervos (1986) 140. 
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that reflect the Second Pompeian style but with a layout is reminiscent of the Third. These wall 

decorations came from a room in the upper storey of Building 3 and were executed within the early 

Flavian period, following the earthquake of ca A D 77. They remained intact until the mid 2nd 

century at which point in time either during the reign of Antoninus Pius or Marcus Aurelius they 

were destroyed by an earthquake. 

To the same period belong the frescoes from Room 1 in Building 5 that combined 

alternating coloured panels — with palmettes on a white background and figures on a yellow 

background — divided by black vertical bands adorned by floral stalks. 2 1 8 The figures represent 

Hermes, a common household god, Herakles, at least one Lar, and Penates. 2 1 9 Such images of 

household gods commonly adorned domestic lararia, consequently, the above figural wall painting 

220 

remains perhaps reflect the religious function of the chamber. 

Variations in the colour scheme and decorative details of this panelled wall surface have 

also been observed. In the Room of the Frescoes from House of the Opus Sectile Panel, 2 2 1 for 

example, the dado and panels were painted on a white surface with the use of black and red 

2 1 7 Williams II and Zervos (1986) 142; Building 3 was destroyed ca A D 150-75, Williams II and Zervos 
(1985)61. 

2 1 8 The wall paintings are in the secco technique, applied after the plaster has dried. In this room the 
frescoes were painted on a thin egg-shell lime plaster, Williams, II and Zervos (1984) 107; paneled wall 
paintings adorned with small human figures (0.20 m) covered the walls of the 'Atrium Veneris,' Scranton, et 
al. (1978) 83. 

2 1 9 Single images of common divinities such as Hermes, on large wall panels are found in a domestic 
context throughout the Roman provinces, i. e. at Curia, Switzerland, Drack (1983) 16-7, fig. 3.7. 

2 2 0 For images of gods in lararia see, Williams U and Zervos (1986) 156; Boyce (1937) 104-5; Ward-
Perkins and Claridge (1979) cat. 220. 

2 2 1 Williams n and Zervos (1983) 23, n. 15. The plastered and painted surface survives, in some sections, 
to a height of 1.56 m., idem 22. 
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horizontal, and vertical bands/ 2 2 The panelled wall decoration from the upper room of Building 3, 

on the other hand, although of the same period, displayed a greater variety of colour. 2 2 3 Here a pink 

mottled dado was used followed by framed ochre panels (plain or adorned with a single figural 

image of a bird and twig) that were divided by fantastic Corinthian columns entwined in ivy, and set 

on a black background (PI. 51 a) 2 2 4 

This type of panelled decoration continues into the mid 2nd century with the reoccurring 

pink mottled surface and the yellow ochre panels, as seen in Room 3 of building 5. Slight 

variations, however, do occur, such as the addition of leafy candelabra on the black bands that 

segregated the panels. Mythological figures now decorate the centre of each panel while baskets 

• 00S 

and swags with fruit and ribbons ornament the top zone. A similar arrangement was discovered 

in the East Central Shop V at Corinth, and in the Panaghia Field Vil la where fragments of a winged 
00 fi 

victory were recovered. Comparable material, assigned to a 2nd or even 3rd century, have also 

been excavated in Athens and Eleusis (Pis. 21, 23 a). 2 2 7 

2 2 2 Panels were framed by red rectangles, Williams U and Zervos (1983) 22-3. 

2 2 3 Williams n and Zervos (1986) 140; Gadbery (1994) 53. 

2 2 4 Fragments also suggest that there was a lower base molding or a marble veneer baseboard that framed 
the bottom of the wall, Williams II and Zervos (1986) 140; Gadbery (1994) 54. 

2 2 5 Gadbery (1994) 54; Williams U and Zervos (1985) 64. 

2 2 6 Scranton et al. (1978) 114, pi. 53; human figural images (ca 20 cm high) adorned the plastered interior 
walls of the 'Atrium Veneris' at Kenchreai, Scranton et al. (1978) 83; elsewhere in the city similar decorative 
paneled themes were found, as for example in the Panaghia Field Villa where fragments of a winged Victory 
(half-life size) painted within panels above a dado in imitation of marble are tentatively assigned to the 2nd 
century, Sanders (1999) 443, Blackman (1999-2000) 24, (1998-99) 22 and (1997-98) 23; paneled wall 
decoration from the Panaghia Field Villa resembles an example found in Building 3 (PI. 51 a), Sanders 
(1999) 443; see also, Blackman (1996-97) 18 and Williams H and Zervos (1986) 139. 

2 2 7 See Chapter 1, Athens, supra 7Iff. 
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Similar wall painting patterns, but with slight variations, continue to be favoured towards 

the end of the 2nd century and into the 3rd, as seen in the Panaghia Field Vil la and in Room 4 of 

228 

Building 7. In Building 7, for example, a dark red band speckled in imitation of porphyry was 

positioned at the base of the wall, while above it the dado was comprised of white panels with thin 

black volutes set at intervals (PI. 51 b). These appear to support a large white panel framed by fine 

red lines and divided by Corinthian columns (0.06 m wide) placed on a red background. 2 2 9 Once 

again as in the previous examples, a single mythological figure was positioned in the centre of each 

panel. 2 3 0 These figural representations are significant to the study of ancient sculpture. The armed 

Aphrodite, for example, is believed to represent the local cult image of the deity as described by 

Pausanias (2.5.1),231 while other effigies were probably derived from copybooks. The figure of 

Athena, on the other hand, is comparable to the Minerva of the Dei Consenti group found on the 

exterior of a house along the Via dell'Abbondanze in Pompeii, whereas the image of Artemis can be 

found on a Second Style wall-painting at Pompeii. 2 3 2 Pattern books, therefore, with stereotype 

images of divinities that circulated throughout the Roman world, often originating from major 

2 2 8 Gadbery (1994) 55; for the Panaghia Field Villa see, Blackman (1997-98) 23 and Sanders (1999) 443. 

2 2 9 These columns are rendered in a more realistic fashion compared to the earlier examples; Gadbery 
(1994) 57; Williams H and Zervos (1988) 128. 

2 3 0 Gadbery (1994) 58; William H and Zervos (1988) 128. 

2 3 1 Gold leaf was applied to her bracelets, face and groin, Gadbery (1994) 63-2; gilding was very rare in 
Roman painting and found in such exceptional examples as the Aula Isaca and Domus Aurea in Rome, 
Barbet (1990) 261-3. 

2 3 2 Gadbery (1994) 60; Williams U and Zervo (1989) 17-8, pi. 4; for the Pompeian example see, 
Moormann(1988) 188-9. 
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sculptural works of art ~ copies of which adorned the prominent villas — were perhaps the source 

for these common wall painting themes. 

Chronologically, this Corinthian fresco has been associated with a similar one in the House 

of the Europa Mosaic at Kos of ca A D 200-250, and with an Antonine or later fresco from a house 

near the Porta Fellonica at Alba Fucens. 2 3 3 Other similar examples were discovered in Athens, as 

234 

well as Delos and Thera and have been attributed to the Antonine period (Pis. 22, 23, 24-26 a). 

These comparanda support the conclusions drawn by Gadbery in dating the analogous Corinthian 

frescoes to the Antonine or early Severan period. 2 3 5 The widespread popularity of this wall scheme 

suggests that it perhaps was typical of fresco decoration in Greece for the later part of the 2nd and 

first half of the 3rd century. 

Another form of wall, or perhaps also door embellishment, was the opus sectile glass panel. 

These adornments were composed of coloured glass panels set within a wooden frame and 

positioned above the marble revetted dado, as seen in a possible 4th century plunge bath. 2 3 6 From 

the so-called House of the Opus Sectile Panel, east of the Theater, remains of similar panels were 

identified 2 3 7 One consisted of a central disc (0.58 cm) depicting three fish and an eel set within a 

2 3 3 Gadbery (1994) 58; see also, Mielsch (1981) 210. 

2 3 4 See Chapter 1, Athens, supra 73ff. 

2 3 5 The floor level which corresponds to this fresco of room 4 was not excavated, Gadbery (1994) 58. 

2 3 6 A late example of the 4th century was recovered in the remains of a possible plunge bath overlaying the 
South Stoa, Davidson (1952) 143-4. 

2 3 7 Burnt debris of a wooden frame (which probably framed a glass mosaic panel) was found in rooms 4 
and 5, Williams U and Zervos (1989) 7; and within the room east of the storeroom of the House of the Opus 
Sectile Panel, Williams H and Zervos (1982) 133-4; Oliver (2001) 349-50. 
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wooden panel forming an eight-pointed star surrounded by a glass mosaic (PI. 52 a). The date of 

this glass panel is tentatively assigned to the end of the 3rd century. 2 3 9 In all probability the panel 

served as a decorative wall piece like the example recently excavated in a Roman villa at Rimini 

that adorned the wall next to the entranceway.240 Fragments of comparable mosaic glass fish were 

identified in various museums and collections.2 4 1 The evidence suggests that these panels, which 

display common varieties of fish, were popular at least by cai00, and perhaps earlier. 2 4 2 The 

popularity of these luxury wall items continued into the mid 4th century A C as substantiated by the 

glass panels found in a storeroom at Kenchreai. 

2 3 8 Williams n and Zervos (1982) 133-4; Oliver (2001) 359, n. 38, points out that the eight pointed star 
pattern became popular in wall and floor decorations (painting and mosaics) in the 3rd and 4th centuries AC; 
it also appears in an opus sectile floor pavement from House D at Thera, Hiller von Gaertringen (1899-1909) 
pi. 1. 

2 3 9 In the first report it was assigned to ca A D 250, Catling (1981-82) 19-20. This destruction date was 
established based on ceramic and numismatic evidence, Catling (1982-83) 20,Williams and Zervos (1985) 68 
and (1987) 28, n. 38; extended excavations in the area have produced new pottery and coins of a later date, 
closer to A D 300, Oliver (2001) 351-2. 

2 4 0 Destroyed around A D 257-258, A. Oliver (2001) 356, 361, fig. 7; the Rimini example was found 
shattered on the floor of the triclinium, Ortalli (2000) 519. 

2 4 1 For a list see, Weinberg (1962) 32-4 ; the fragment of mosaic fish in the Corning museum was part of a 
wall revetment in opus sectile as suggested by its size (0.17), plaster backing, and flat surface, Oliver (2001) 
356. 

2 4 2 The actual motif of a fish within a roundel was found in a 1st century A C mosaic pavement from 
Pompeii, Oliver (2001) 355. For the types of fish see, idem 353-4, and for the Pompeian mosaic pavement 
with fish in roundels see, idem 358. 

2 4 3 Ibrahim (1976) 249-50, 268-9; Oliver (2001) 356. 
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Floor pavements 

Publication and documentation of Corinthian floor pavements in the past focused on the 

decorative mosaics found in the Roman Vil la at Corinth, the Anaploga villa and the Mosaic 

House. 2 4 4 But floor decorations at Corinth, as elsewhere in Greece, varied from the simple packed 

earthen and clay versions, to expensive marble pavements often executed in the more ostentatious 

opus sectile technique.2 4 5 In some instances a variation of floor types was employed within a single 

domestic unit, depending on the function of the area. In the House of the Opus Sectile Panel, for 

example, an earth floor was detected in what appears to have been the storeroom of the dwelling. 2 4 6 

Next to it, the Opus Sectile Room had a clay floor, while to the south a classical pebble mosaic 

pavement was preserved and incorporated into the Roman structure 2 4 7 For the Fresco Room to the 

east, on the other hand, a marble or mosaic pavement was preferred as indicated by the traces of the 

cement bedding. 2 4 8 

2 4 4 For the Roman Villa, Shear, Sr. (1930) 19-26; for the Anaploga Villa, Miller (1972) 332-54; for the 
Roman House, Broneer (1935) 61-2 and Weinberg (1960) 113-22. 

2 4 5 Marl floors (clay mixed with carbonate of lime) were found in room 1 of Building 5, Williams U and 
Zervos (1986) 156. In Building 3 a white lime floor, idem\3>9, and in Building 1, all rooms were of earth 
overlaid with a layer of'white marl,' idem 133. 

2 4 6 An earth floor was also used in room 4 of Building 7, which dates to the first half of the 3rd century 
A C , Williams U and Zervos (1988) 128; identification of the storeroom was based on three large transport 
amphorae, a large funnel, a table amphora and lid, cooking pots, 12 lamps, etc., Williams U and Zervos 
(1983) 14. 

247 Supra 121-2. 

2 4 8 A marble fragment (of a rosette leaf perhaps) is all that remains from a possible opus sectile floor at 
Stymphalos which fell while the rest of the marble was being carted away. Remains were found at the foot of 
the north wall of the room, Williams fl and Zervos (1983) 23; Williams fl and Zervos (1986) 139-40; for the 
clay floor of the Opus Sectile Room see, Williams U and Zervos (1982) 133. 
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Also popular during the Roman period were the pavements of small diamond-shaped bricks 

embedded in plaster. They lined the floor of a basin and room in shops located east of the Theatre, 

as well as the floor of the water channel in the peristyle (?) garden courtyard and one in the service 

area of the Panaghia Field Villa (PI. 52 b) . 2 4 9 Elsewhere, similar brick pavements were also found 

in an early Roman courtyard house at Stymphalos (App. 215). 2 5 0 

In the past, opus sectile pavements in Greece were commonly associated with the later 

Roman period but at Corinth this type of decorative marble floor was identified within a 2nd 

century context at the Panaghia Field Villa. "Large plaques of red veined marble separated by strips 

251 

of blue veined marble with squares of rosso antico at the interstices" (PI. 48) adorned the fountain 

room of this dwelling. According to the field reports, other examples of opus sectile pavements 

have also been excavated. At the Lechaion Villa, for example, polychrome marble in varying 

geometric designs of triangles, interconnecting circles and squares were found, whereas in the 

peristyle atrium next to the peribolos of temple E "marble slabs in a polychrome pattern"253 graced 

the courtyard. Monochrome marble plaques of course were also popular. They were often found in 

open courtyards, as seen for example in the tetrastyle atrium of the Roman Vil la at Corinth, and in 

impluvia, as favoured in the 'Atrium Veneris' at Kenchreai. O f course marble plaques of random 

2 4 9 For Corinth see, Williams II and Zervos (1983) 11-2; information for the Panaghia Field Villa is based 
on autopsy. 

2 5 0 Personal observation. 

2 5 1 Blackman (1998-99) 23. 

2 5 2 Philadelpheus (1918) 127; Stikas (1957) 91-2, fig. 2. 

2 5 3 AA 19(1964) 100. 
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size and colour, excavated in the Panaghia Field Villa were also appropriate for impluvia (PI. 53 

The most celebrated floor surfaces of Corinth, however, are her mosaic pavements, 

primarily those found in the Roman Villa at Corinth and the Anaploga villa. These elaborate 

mosaics, excavated during the past century, were published more from an art historical perspective. 

Issues that included various technical aspects such as the sources (local or imported) for the 

materials of construction, the mosaic schools or technicians involved and, especially, the 

chronology of these pavements were not adequately addressed. In particular for the Roman Villa at 

Corinth and the Mosaic House, studies were not conducted beneath the pavements, whereas in the 

Anaploga Villa the architectural remains and their chronology were never published.255 The date, 

therefore, proposed by Miller for the Anaploga Villa, last quarter of the 1st century AC, was based 

on preliminary studies of the architectural remains and on stylistic analogies with Campanian wall 

paintings. This date, however, has lately been questioned by Hellenkemper-Sallies and Gadbery 

who propose a later, 2nd century, or even Severan date.256 

For the Atrium Veneris see, Scranton, et al. (1978) 82; for the Panaghia Field Villa see, Blackman 
(1996-97) 18. 

2 5 5 Miller (1972) 332, n. 3; a date ca 200 is proposed for the mosaics from the Mosaic House based on 
stylistic analogies with comparable mosaics from Antioch and with the construction of the South Basilica, 
Weinberg (1960) 122; no excavations were conducted beneath the mosaic pavements. 

2 5 6 Miller, (1972) 332, points out that a terminus post quern date is provided by pottery of the third quarter 
of the 1st century after Christ which was discovered in test trenches made through the bedding of the 
pavement and the sill just below"; Waywell (1979) 297, 316, follows Miller's proposal; Gadbery (1994) 53, 
n. 20, points out that it "may well be later" but does not give reasons for this conclusion; a Serveran date is 
favoured by Hellenkemper-Salies (1986) 278-9, based on a stylistic analysis with the so-called 'Late Roman' 
mosaic from Patras, AA 32 (1977) 77 and one in Chania, Crete, AA 32 (1977) 326, which she dates to the 3rd 
century; Toynbee and Ward Perkins, (1950) 1-43, demonstrate that the 'peopled' rinceaux found in the 
Anaploga mosaic are a development of the 1st century AC; see also, Levi (1947) 494; recent mosaics from 
Pergamon comparable to the Anaploga mosaic were dated to the 2nd century, Dunbabin (1999) 210, n.6; 
Waywell (1979) 297, 311, pi. 47, fig. 15, dates it to the last quarter of the 1st century, based on stylistic 
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In light, however, of the 2nd century A C elaborate polychrome figural mosaic panels that 

have surfaced at the Vil la of Herodes Atticus at Thyreatis, the earlier date proposed by Miller for the 

Anaploga mosaic cannot be discarded. The mosaics from Thyreatis, which cover an area of over 

1,500 m2, are characterized by their great craftsmanship in various details, such as the distinct 

'drawing' of eyebrows and arch of the hairline. 2 5 7 Furthermore, the diversity of topics that range 

from classical themes such as Achilles and Penthesilea, to purely Roman subjects such as Dido and 

Aeneas, point to the widespread use of copybooks and the cosmopolitan tastes of the patrons. The 

emergence of mosaic pavements at numerous sites throughout the Pelponnesos (Patras, Corinth, 

Thyreatis and Sparta) points to the existence of local workshops with skilled craftsmen. From the 

early Roman period, Corinth, a colony and the capital of the Roman province of Achaia, attracted 

individuals from all segments of society, from the upper social classes to the wealthy businessmen 

and, of course, skilled craftsmen and mosaicists. These artists catered to the tastes of their patrons 

who favoured figural mythological scenes and, consequently a local mosaic tradition developed. 

Compositions include polychrome figural panels centred within a geometric carpet design of 

simple patterns with a limited colour range, often of white, blue and red tesserae, (PI. 53 b). Central 

figural scenes were also surrounded by panels of varying geometric designs that were reserved for 

the more notable rooms of a wealthy household. The motifs and figural themes employed are 

commonly found in other centres of the Roman world but with slight variations that reflect local 

traditions and preferences. 

grounds by comparing it to scroll patterns on Pompeian wall paintings. 

2 5 7 Blackman (1996-97) 31; most of the mosaics, figural and geometric carpet pavements, belong to the 
period of Herodes Atticus, "Epyov YIHIO 3 (1999) 7. 
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Perhaps, the earliest surviving mosaic, which as already mentioned dates according to Miller 

to the last 1/4 of the 1st century, comes from the dining room of the Anaploga Vil la at Corinth (PI. 

54 b). A n extensive bright colour range of stone and glass tesserae was used that were coarser 

and larger than the fine Pompeian tesserae. The pavement displayed three figural panels 

enclosed by a colourful meander boarder and framed by a peopled scroll, centaurs hunting felines 

(PI. 54 a). The panels with birds and fruit resemble a genre of still-life wall paintings from Pompeii 

and Herculanium known as xenia by the ancient authors.2 6 0 They are believed to represent the gifts 

sent by the prosperous hosts to their guests, which according to Philostratos (Imagines I, 31, II, 26) 

were depicted on painted panels. Miller, in fact, suggests that the Campanian painted xenia panels 

may have been the prototypes for the mosaic panels at Anaploga, executed perhaps by a local artist 

consulting a common copybook. Such themes were appropriate for the wall or floor decorations 

of a triclinium and therefore justify the identification of the room as a dining area. 

The mosaics from the Roman Vil la at Corinth excavated by Shear are currently assigned to 

a date later than the mosaic from the Anaploga V i l l a . 2 6 2 These pavements skilfully combine 

2 5 8 For date see, supra 145, n. 256. 

2 5 9 Colours of stones include white, yellow, orange, red-brown and grey; colours of glass tesserae include, 
black, red, yellow, blue, turquoise and green. Stone and glass tessarae of figural panels, rinceau and meander 
are, 0.005 m 2 to 0.007 m 2, whereas in the Pompeian panels the tesserae range from 0.002 m 2 to 0.003 m 2, 
Miller (1972) 338-9. 

2 6 0 Vitruvius identifies these gifts as "poultry, eggs, vegetables, and other country produce" and that they 
were called guest gifts, or xenia, (6, 7, 4). 

2 6 1 Miller (1972) 348, 351, 354; it is a widely held belief that the west was the pace setter for mosaic art in 
the 1st centuries A C , Miller (1972) 354; however, in light of the wealth of unpublished mosaics that have 
surfaced in Greece during the past 20 years this theory may no longer hold true. These Roman period Greek 
mosaics provide evidence for prosperous local schools each with its own traditions. 

2 6 2 Shear, Sr. (1930) 26, had originally proposed a Hellenistic date, for the mosaics, before 146 BC; the 
mosaics in rooms A, B, D and perhaps E are of a Hadrianic or possibly Antonine date while in room C a late 
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geometric and figural panel scenes composed of a variety of materials and colours; limestone, 

terracotta and glass tesserae were used in 30 different shades (Pis. 55-56). 

The motifs seen here can be found throughout Greece and the Roman Empire at large with 

some variation. The simple carpet design, created by the checkerboard pattern of interlocking 

squares and triangles in room E (PI. 56 c), was commonly attributed to the 2nd century. 2 6 4 

Common from the late 1st to 2nd centuries throughout the Roman world, on the other hand, but 

rarely found afterwards, were the intersecting circles noted in the atrium panels and in rooms D and 

B (Pis. 55 b, 56 a). Similar patterns of intersecting circles, four-pointed stars, key patterns and 

peltae also adorned the atrium of the Panaghia house (PI. 37 a) . 2 6 6 What at times distinguishes the 

Greek examples from their Italian counterparts, however, are the filling ornaments found in the 

centre of the circles and key patterns.267 

2nd or early 3rd century date is preferred, Waywell (1979) 316, Dunbabin (1999) 210; the villa itself is dated 
to ca. 50 A C , Scranton et al. (1978) 94. 

2 6 3 Shear, Sr. (1930) 20. 

2 6 4 Waywell, (1979) 309, also points out that the design with the square, divided diagonally and creating 
triangles (as seen in room E), is a rare motif in Greece and not found in Antioch. 

2 6 5 A similar scheme was discovered in a peristyle house at Berenike (ca 100 AC), Catling (1971-72) 42, 
fig. 20; in the House of the Parrot Mosaic at Athens, at Chalkis, and in the Odeum of Patras, perhaps, also of 
the 1st century, Waywell (1979) 296, 301; for Patras see, AA 16 (1960) 137, pi. 117 c-e; for Chalkis, 
Andreiomenou (1953-54) 303-4, fig. 1. 

2 6 6 Sanders (1999) 444. 

2 6 7 The square pattern in the centre of each circle is a Greek feature, as found in the room B of this villa and 
in the Villa of Dionysos at Knossos, Waywell (1979) 307. Waywell also suggests that red tesserae are a 
Greek addition to this eastern black-and-white version; however, black and white pavements with red 
tesserae were also used in Italy as seen, for example, in the cubiculum of the villa at Boscoreale (PI. 117), see 
Ramage and Ramage (1996) 76, fig. 2.40; for the example from Antioch in the House of the Evil Eye, see 
Levi (1949) pi. 93. 
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The reticulate or net pattern that adorned the pavement in room B (PI. 56 a) was a common 

motif used to cover a large area. It appears in the stoa of the Atrium Veneris at Kenchreae, and with 

variations at Miletus, Naousa and Ostia. 2 6 8 The key pattern is also found in its most simplest form at 

Kenchreai (PI. 57 b) while a more complex version, filled with a diamond pattern, was identified in 

the atrium of the Roman Villa at Corinth (PI. 56 d). This pattern appears as early as the 1st century 

from Spain in the west to Antioch in the East, while in Greece only 2nd century examples have been 

identified 2 6 9 

The figural panels found in the Corinthian pavements belong to a repertoire common in 

Roman Greece that favoured mythological scenes: Dionysos, Lycourgos, Erotes, marine themes, 

Ganymede, Europa and the bull, Apollo and Daphne, Medusa, the Muses. The ever popular 

Dionysos appears in both the Roman Villa (rooms B and D) and the Mosaic House at Corinth. In 

the Mosaic House Dionysos is riding a chariot driven by panthers, while in room B of the Roman 

Villa he appears in a typical standing nude form (Pis. 58 a, 56 a). 2 7 1 Often just the head of Dionysos 

(room D) accompanied by various Bacchic motifs and associated themes, such as rustic scenes of 

goats and a shepherd, were also popular (PI. 56 d). 

2 6 8 Waywell (1979) 308; for Ostia see, Becatti (1961) pi. 35, fig. 328, cited in Waywell (1979) 308, n. 24; 
for Miletus see, Knackfuss (1924) pis. 6-7. 

2 6 9 Waywell (1979) 308; this publication, however, is out of date and a more up-to-date study on the 
Roman mosaics of Greece is required. 

2 7 0 Waywell (1979) 311. 

2 7 1 Waywell (1979) 297-8; for the Roman House at Corinth, Broneer (1935) 61. 
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A prevalent pattern in Greece found not only in Corinth, but also at Delphi, Patras, 

275 276 

Athens, Piraeus, Mytilene, Dion and Italy is the medallion head of a deity — Dionysos or 

Medusa -- surrounded by radiating triangles within a circle (PI. 55 a-b). 2 7 7 Like the Medusa head 
• 978 

from Peireus, an apotropaic symbol, the Dionysos head perhaps served a similar purpose, to 

protect those who enjoyed the fruits of Bacchus. 2 7 9 Corner motifs include various patterns 

associated with the god of wine and dining practices, such as the ivy leaf pattern (Delphoi, Patras, 

Piraeus), kantharoi (Corinth), or parrots drinking from a cup (Athens). 2 8 0 

The black-and-white marine scenes with independent figures swiniming freely, such as 

those found in the Baths of Neptune at Ostia, ca 139 (PI. 59 d), were a typical Roman motif of the 

2 / 2 Shear, Sr. (1930) 24, pi. X; Asimakopoulou-Atzaka (1973) 228; Waywell (1979) 297. 

2 7 3 In the East Baths, early 1st century A C , Heracles knot occupies the central medallion while at the 
comers an ivy bush is depicted, Bourguet (1914) 286; Waywell (1979) 298. 

2 7 4 This motif was discovered in a Roman dwelling at Patras AA 35 (1980) 191, pi. 84, and in a public 
building (PI. 76 a), AA 42 (1987) 142, pi. 77. 

2 7 5 In a small villa on the west slope of the Areopagus dated to the first half of the 2nd century, AA 21 
(1966) 49-50, pi. 72b; Waywell (1979) 295; Thompson (1966) 53, pi. 18; Daux (1966) 734, fig. 4; Travlos 
(1971) 399, fig. 515. 

2 7 6 It was discovered in 1892, towards the western coast of Zea. A Medusa head is in the centre and an ivy 
leaf at each corner see, Philadelpheus (1894) 99, pi. 4; it perhaps comes from a domestic context and dates to 
the 2nd century, Waywell (1979) 302. 

2 7 7 In the example from Mytilene, Catling (1977-78) 58-9, fig. 102, AA 27 (1972) 593-5, fig. 11, pi. 535, 
the central panel is missing and there are tritons at the comers; at Dion, (P1.57 a) there is a rosette in the 
centre, unpublished; for the examples from Ostia and Rome which date to the 2nd century see, Blake (1936) 
82-3, 88-9, pis. 13.2, 14.2. 

2 7 8 Philadelpheus (1894) 101. 

2 7 9 Or even to remind those dining of the source of their wine. 

2 8 0 The ivy leaf was "believed by some to have magical powers," Waywell (1979) 309. 
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imperial period with "few echoes in other provinces." The Greek version, as depicted in the 

central room of the Mosaic House at Corinth with a Nereid riding on a triton and erotes on sea 

creatures (PI. 58 b) , 2 8 2 is characterized by a greater variety of coloured tesserae and a dark, rather 

than the light background favoured in Italy. 2 8 3 Comparable marine themes to the Corinthian 

example, however, but in the black-and-white technique, have been excavated in the Roman Baths 

at Isthmia and at Olympia (PI. 59 b-c). 2 8 4 

The final example of a mosaic pavement comes from the 'Atrium Veneris' at Kenchreai, the 

eastern port city of Corinth. Its basic overall theme consists of simple geometric schemes (PI. 59): 

interlocking octagons and squares with a central four pointed star panel in the oecus; runners of a 

key pattern of North African origins; 2 8 5 or a trellis design in the porticoes of the peristyle, a pattern 

common at Pompeii . 2 8 6 They were executed on a white ground with coloured tesserae restricted to 

blue/black and red, which associates them with the severe black and white style of the 1st and 2nd 

centuries in Italy. This technique spread throughout the empire from Italy to North Africa and 

2 8 1 Waywell (1979) 314; see also Becatti (1961) no. 70, 48, pi. 124, cited in Waywell (1979) 314, n. 66; 
Clarke (1979) 26-9, pi. 31-4; Levi (1949) 104. 

2 8 2 A similar scene was also found at Knossos, dated to the early 2nd century, Cook (1952) 108, pi. 7; 
Weinberg (1960) 113-22, pis. 53-7; Waywell (1979) 298. 

2 8 3 According to Weinberg,(1960) 120, n. 30, the black background was frequently employed during the 
Hellenistic period in Italy but does not reoccur until the 3rd century A C . 

2 8 4 Waywell (1979) 314; for mosaics at Isthmia see, AA 31 (1976) 65-70, fig. 3, and Gregory (1995) 279-
313, fig. 5; for mosaics at Olympia see, Catling (1987-88) 27, fig. 27; in Asia Minor a comparable mosaic 
theme of a sea thiasos was found in room 4 of the House of the Triumph of Dionysos at Antioch, Levy 
(1949) 100-4, fig. 39; Weinberg (1960) 120-1. 

2 8 5 Ibrahim (1979) 95-6. 

2 8 6 The stepped squares, however, are generally a Greek feature, Ibrahim (1979) 97. 
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Germany. In Greece close parallels can be found at Thasos, Patras, Sparta etc. The Kenchreai 

example, however, also combines eastern and western features, such as the non-classic carpet 

design with the classicizing wide white surround (frame) that creates the impression of an 

emblema. 2 8 9 

Plain, white mosaic pavements were common in Greece. They were allocated to service 

rooms, to other areas of less importance, such as anterooms, porticoes and vestibules, and to areas 

exposed to the elements and water, such as courtyards, pools, terraces vaults, baths, cisterns, 

reservoirs, etc. 2 9 0 Likewise, the plain mosaic pavements could be distinguished from their western 

counterparts, based on the arrangement of tesserae. The simple white mosaic floor of the S E room 

in the 'Atrium Veneris,' for example, is distinguished by its distinct classical-type surround, which 

was formed by placing the first 40 odd rows of tesserae parallel to the wall, while the rest of the 

stones were positioned vertically. 2 9 1 In the west such a distinction was not made. 

I N T E R I O R F U R N I S H I N G S 

Household furnishings both functional and decorative provide insight into the daily life and 

economic activity of the residents, their tastes and preferences, their level of wealth and possibly 

2 8 7 Ibrahim (1979) 96. 

2 8 8 Ibrahim (1979) 94; for Thasos see Garlan (1965) 581; for Patras see, Chapter 3, infra 214ff; for Sparta 
see Chapter 4, infra 258ff. 

2 8 9 Ibrahim (1979) 96-7. 

2 9 0 Ibrahim (1979) 98. 

2 9 1 Ibrahim (1979) 98. 
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commercial contacts. The importation of figurines and glass vessels to Corinth was conducted on 

a large scale during the first two centuries of Roman rule. There is also evidence for a bronze 

casting industry and the production of bone implements, while according to Strabo (8.6.23) Corinth 

was famous for its skilled craftsmen. 

Sculptural adornment was an important part of the dwelling and, in fact, within large villas 

one would expect to find an abundance of statuary displayed as museum pieces/art objects and as 

objects of veneration. Sculptural fragments for example found in the vicinity of the Anaploga Villa, 

such as a marble head of a colossal statue of Athena along with sections of a Corinthian pilaster 

capital and fragments of an epistyle frieze with a Latin inscription, may have formed part of the villa 

decoration. 2 9 4 From the Panaghia Field Villa a group of small-scale sculpture depicting various 

divinities, which may have once adorned the lararium/a and niches of this villa, were found at the 

end of a corridor. 2 9 5 In order to fully comprehend the sculptural wealth that once existed in 

Corinthian villas of distinguished individuals one must turn, for example, to the villa of Herodes 

Atticus at Thyreatis. Numerous sculptural fragments were excavated at this site that once adorned 

the large central open garden courtyard. Noteworthy is the torso of Achilles, and a large 2nd 

2 9 2 Imports that attest to the wealth of the citizens are the many wine amphoras that originate from Italy, 
North Africa and the Aegean, Williams U (1994) 38. 

2 9 3 Davidson (1952) 5; for the bronze casting see, idem 64 and for bone implements, idem 11 A, 278. 

2 9 4 AA 18(1963) 78. 

2 9 5 Sculptures are identified as Herakles Farnese, seated Roma, seated Asklepius, standing Asklepius, 
Aspasia/Aphrodite, and heads of Artemis and Satyr, Blackman (1999-2000) 24; from the Villa at Pano 
Magoula, fragments of a Doric column, capital and unfluted drum found in the N E part of the field, possibly 
decorated an entranceway or a peristyle, Pallas (1955) 21. 

2 9 6 The wealth of sculptures from this villa have been compared to those found fn the Villa of Papyrus at 
Herculaneum, Tpyov YIJIJO 3 (1999) 7 
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century tondo of Pentelic marble in relief with Herakles and Auge that probably embellished the 

wall of the north stoa. 2 9 8 This object brings to mind the oscilla that hung in the Pompeian homes 

and the one excavated in Athens. 2 9 9 

Statues of divinities in various sizes were also displayed within the average household. 

Among the variety of archaistic hekataia of the Julio-Claudian period excavated at Corinth, for 

example, some may have come from a domestic household shrine. 3 0 0 Hekate's popularity in 

antiquity is well attested. She was a divinity associated among other things with women, identified 

as a kourotrophos and, according to Aeschylus, altars and images of Hekate stood in front of 

homes as guardians of entrances and gateways. Down into Roman times she retamed her 

function as a guardian of roadways and, especially triple roadways of the type formed as one 

proceeds from a house to a road. 3 0 3 

Portrait sculpture of a private nature, of course, was not absent from the collection of 

household adornments. As discussed in the previous chapter, the Roman atrium was traditionally a 

2 9 7 Blackman (1996-97) 31; other sculptures include a headless statue of Hygeia, head of Dionysos and a 
headless statue of Athena, Epyov YimO 2 (1998) 5. 

2 9 8 Blackman (1996-97) 30. 

2 9 9 See Athens, Chapter 1, supra 88ff. 

3 0 0 Perhaps the unpublished example, Corinth S 2302, Ridgway (1981) 431, n. 37. 

3 0 1 Plutarch (Vita Homeri) 30; Farnell (1977) 504, 519. 

3 0 2 For Hekate as kourotrophos see, Plutarch (Vita Homeri) 30 and Farnell (1977) 504, 519; Aeschylus 
(Fragmenta, 388 TrGF); Scholia Aristophanes, (Vespae, 804). 

3 0 3 From Chariclides (Fragmenta, 1 K-A) in T. Knock (ed.), vol. 1 (Leipzig, 1880-8) 393, Cornutus 
Philosophus (de Natura Deorum, 34) in C. Lang (ed.) (Leipzig, 1881) and Sophocles (Fragmenta 535) are 
the following epithets: "lady Hecate of the triple roads, of the triple form of the triple face..."; from an 
imperial period curse tablet the inscription, "Hecate of the three roads," SEG (30) 326. 
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sacred area where the busts of ancestors were displayed. Ridgway has proposed that many of the 

numerous stock bodies with portrait busts of the 2nd century discovered at Corinth, adorned not 

only the public areas but also the courtyards, peristyles, or rooms of wealthy individuals. The 

well-to-do Roman colonists from the west, in fact, perhaps imported the earliest portrait busts. A 

veristic Republican portrait of a priest, for example, may have represented an ancestral image 

displayed in the atrium of a Corinthian household. 

Niches also played an integral part in the interior adornment of a dwelling and are found 

elsewhere in the Greek world within a domestic context, such as Delos, Athens and Patras. The 

niche identified in Building 7 served as a domestic lararium, perhaps dedicated to Aphrodite, as 

suggested by the decorative motifs and the near by graffito (PI. 44 b). The wall painting motifs of 

flowers, swags, ribbons and flower petals that adorned the lararium, may represent the actual 

decorations used in decorating these shrines during festivals. Within the niches were placed 

lamps, 3 0 9 possibly incense burners, 3 1 0 various terracotta figurines of divinities (such as Aphrodite, 

Artemis, Athena) or animals (dog and bear), 3 1 1 and stelai such as the inscribed 'DIONYSHS' lion 

3 0 4 See Chapter 1, Athens, supra 8Iff. 

3 0 5 Ridgway (1981) 443. 

3 0 6 Ridgway (1981) 430, pi. 92 d. 

3 0 7 Williams JJ and Zervos (1988) 128. 

3 0 8 Williams II and Zervos (1988) 130; for the graffito 'ANTEPO' see, supra 120, n. 124. 

3 0 9 For a mid 3rd century lamp from the Villa at Pano Magoula found in the atrium next to a wall see, 
Pallas (1955) 211; a grapevine lamp inscribed on the bottom, EYTI[0]/AOY, Williams U and Zervos (1988) 
131. 

3 1 0 Incense burner found in Building 5, see Williams II and Zervos (1985) 62-3. 

3 1 1 Found in Building 5, see Williams U and Zervos (1986) 154, 156 and (1984) 90; Catling (1985-86) 23; 
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relief found in the House of the Opus Sectile Panel. 3 1 2 Altars were also placed in front of niches. 

The early Roman altar of odlithic limestone, found within the east-west drain south of the storeroom 

of the House of the Opus Sectile Panel, 3 1 3 may have come from a private shrine. 3 1 4 A similar poros 

altar, along with numerous figurines and clay masks, were discovered in a room, of cultic 

315 

significance, from an atrium/impluvium house by the Greek Archaeological Service in 1997. 

Domestic cult areas appear to acquire monumental proportions in the large villas of the period as 

suggested by the remains of the heroon and the sanctuary of Antinous-Dionysos established within 

the Vil la of Herodes at Eva, in A D 130. 3 1 6 

Among the domestic fuimshings pottery, both local and imported, was one of the most 

significant finds. It may be used to shed light on the trading patterns with the east and west, and on 

the commercial significance of the city. Studies indicate that Corinth became an important centre 

for the import and distribution of Western Sigillata ware in the Peloponnesos and maintained close 
317 

ties with Campania, despite the fact that the many of the colonists originated from Latium. Based 

on recent studies conducted on the Italian Sigillata of Corinth, Kathleen Slane concludes that 

the animals of course may be children's toys and/or religious dedications made by children? 

3 , 2 In the House of Opus Sectile Panel, Williams U Zervos (1983) 18. 
3 1 3 It is a small monolithic altar (early Roman) and there are traces of use on its surface. The object was 

comprised of a plinth, shaft and crowning slab, Williams II and Zervos (1983) 22. 

3 1 4 It could, in fact, have adorned a dining area, such as the room of the pebble mosaic pavement. 

3 1 5 Blackman (1998-99) 21; Epyov YimO 1 (1997) 70. 

3 1 6 Epyov YTinO 3 (1999) 7; from the Classical and Hellenistic periods there is evidence for cult areas and 
hero shrines within the household, Williams, U (1981) 408-21. 

3 1 7 Gadbery (1994) 52; Slane (1987) 189-205; Italian Sigillata was imported for ca 160/70 years to 
Corinth, Slane (1987) 193; also a fragment of stamped amphora from Italy inscribed, CAEDICIAE M.F. 
VICTRICIS DIONYSIUS S.E.R, Williams U and Zervos (1985) 57. 
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Corinthian markets were affiliated with different pottery producing centres at various stages during 

the Roman period. Arretine ware, for example, dominated the Corinthian market in the 1st century, 

while during the first half of the 2nd century the major western supplier was a site in Etruria north of 

Rome. B y the 2nd century the local market was over-run by eastern (sigillata B) and local fine-

wares, and finally by the Antonine period only few examples of Italian Sigillata appear. 3 1 8 It is 

important to point out that this pattern of ceramic development reflects the gradual Hellenization 

process of the city. When by the time of the Hadrianic Panhellenion Greek replaced Latin as the 

official language of the city, the ceramic market was almost dominated by eastern local wares. 3 1 9 

This Hellenization process, however, that occurred in the ceramic industry and language is not 

reflected in the domestic architecture of the city as indicated by the remains excavated to date. 3 2 0 

In addition to the fine wares, every day domestic coarse wares are numerous. In the House 

of the Mosaic Panel, for example, storage amphoras, cooking pots, lamps, and a funnel were 

found. Fragments of terracotta tragic and comic masks were also excavated. Such objects were 

used as wall decorations or peristyle decorations similar to those found in the Campanian villas. 

3 1 8 For Roman pottery at early Roman Corinth see also Slane (1986) 303-7 and Slane (1980) 165-75; Slane 
(1987) 189, 193; Rotroff (1997) 112, points out that local pottery workshops began to incorporate western 
motifs into their local wares at a much earlier stage than Athens (the last decade of the 1st century B C while 
Athens a generation later), on account, perhaps, of the diverse ethnic backgrounds of the Corinthians. 

3 1 9 Williams U and Zervos (1985) 62-6 and (1986) 143-4. 

3 2 0 Four atrium houses to date see, App. 48-52; a similar Hellenization process occurred in the Roman 
colonies of Patras and Philippi, for example, where the atrium unit was the dominant plan and continued in 
popularity into Late Antiquity, for Patras see, Chapter 3, infra 179 and for Philippi see, Gounaris and Belenis 
(1996) 719-33. 

3 2 1 For locally produced lamps, as well as pottery, were influenced by western imports early in the 1st 
century A C see, Rotroff (1997) 113; other objects which may come from the household and were found in 
the east-west drain, are the table wares, glass hemispherical bowl, and glass unguentarium (or a mould-blown 
glass, Roman) a blown-glass vessel and some coarse semi-glazed cups and jugs, Williams, II and Zervos 
(1983)19 
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Their abundance, however, at some sites may also lead to other interpretations. Those found, for 

example, in the cult area (12 in all) of an atrium house currently being excavated in ancient Corinth, 

were identified as votive offerings.3 2 2 In the House of the Mosaic Panel, on the other hand, which 

recently has been identified as a series of storerooms or shops/workshops, these masks may have 

once been store supplies. 

SUMMARY 

From this analysis of the Corinth dwelling several important observations have emerged. 

First, in the area of domestic design the Italian-type atrium house with impluvium for the dwellings 

of the elite appears to have been the favoured house plan. The large number of colonists from the 

west was, perhaps, responsible for the introduction of this house-type in the Roman colony of 

Corinth. Second, the appearance of garden atria and domestic nymphaea during the 2nd century, of 

the type found at Patras, for example, and in other cities, may be associated with the construction of 

the Hadrianic aqueduct. Third, the construction techniques were eclectic and primarily consisted of 

reused earlier material, especially in the 1st phase, with stone rubble perhaps being the most 

common element. Purely Roman building techniques, however, such as opus reticulatum and opus 

africanum have also been identified but they were used selectively, as seen in the tenement structure 

east of the Theatre. Opus testaceum, on the other hand, which was common in the 2nd century 

(Patras, Nikopolis) may have been used here slightly earlier. Fourth, in the area of domestic 

3 2 2 Epyov 177770(1997) 70. 

3 2 3 Fragments of tragic and comic terracotta masks were found "scattered in the fills associated with the 
house, in drains that served the house and in a pit connected with the drains," Catling (1982-83) 20; Williams 
II and Zervos (1983) 19-20; for the recent identification of the House of the Mosaic Panel see, Oliver (2001) 
361. 
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adornment the elaborate wall paintings and floor pavements display numerous western influences 

but at the same time they also reflect an individualism which strongly emphasizes the development 

of important local schools in the Roman province of Achaia. And last, the appearance of Roman 

private portraiture within the domestic sphere confirms the presence of a strong Italian element and 

the Romanization of the local elite, mainly aristocrats from Achaia and other Greek cities who were 

lured to the prestigious capital. 

Alcock, (1993) 156, mentions for example a member of the Euryclid family of Sparta, C. Iulius 
Spartiaticus who was a citizen of both Sparta and Corinth. 
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C H A P T E R 3 

P A T R A S 

"a noteworthy city...[where] recently the Romans 
after their victory at Actium, settled a considerable 

part of the army...; and it is exceptionally populous 
at present, since it is a Roman colony; and it has a 

fairly good anchoring-place;"1 and "the women of Patras 
outnumbered the men by two to one [and] were among the 

most charming in the world." 

Colonia Augusta Achaica Patrensis, established between 16-14 B C , was the only Augustan 

colony founded in the Roman province of Achaia. 3 According to Pausanias (7.18.7),4 the synoecism 

of the local communities and the settlement of veterans revitalized this city, which had been 

abandoned by its inhabitants during the civil wars.5 In essence it became a dual city similar to those 

that existed in the western end of the empire, in Asia Minor and in the Roman province of 

Macedonia. 6 In these examples the two prominent ethnic groups, foreign and local, coexisted each 

1 Strabo (8.7.5). 

2 Pausanias (7.21.14). 

3 Agallopoulou (1991) 211-2 and (1989) 245, n. 3; the founding date of the Roman Colony is discussed by 
Papapostolou (1991) 305, n. 1 and by Woodhead (1960) 280-1; see also, Alcock (1993) 133. 

4 "Augustus...perhaps because he thought that Patras was a convenient port of call, brought back again to 
Patras the men from the other towns, and united with them the Achaians also from Rhypes, which town he 
razed to the ground. He granted freedom to the Patraeans, and to no other Achaians; and he granted also all 
the other privileges that the Romans are accustomed to bestow on their colonists." 

5 Petsas, (1971) 113-114, points out that based on inscriptional evidence veterans from both the Legio X U 
Fulminata (CTL HI, 504, 507-509) and the Legio X Equestris settled in Patras; Frei-Stolba (1978-79) 47-9; 
Papachatzes (1980) 86; Rizakis (1989) 182; Rizakis (1987-88) 30-4. 

6 For Emporio in Spain, Colonia Agrippinensis on the Rhine, and Vienna Allobrogum see, Sherwin-White 
(1973) 353-9; for Ninica and Iconium see Mitchell (1979) 415, 432-33; for the dual status of Heraclea and 
Sinope see, Strabo (12.3.11; 12.3.6) and Mitchell (1979) 417; for Cassandreia, Pella, Dion and Philippi see, 
Pandermalis (1977) 337; for the bilingual inscription from the Roman colony of Dion that mentions coloni 
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with its own constitution, as well as adrrnnistative and judicial systems. The bilingual dedicatory 

inscription erected by Patras in Athens, at the time perhaps of its foundation as a colony, reflects the 

mixed population and identity of this Peloponnesian city.8 Strabo and Pliny on the other hand 

record its re-foundation as both a Greek polis and a Roman colony, by clearly distinguishing 

between the Romans of Patras and the Patraeans.9 

Consequently, Italian influences became apparent in all aspects of city life. Noteworthy is 

the dominance of the Latin language, the implementation of Roman models for Patraean coinage 

and public institutions, and most importantly the Roman influences in both public and private art 

and architecture.10 The settlement of a large number of veterans in this city, therefore, played a vital 

role in the Romanization process as revealed by the archaeological evidence. The creation of a 

Roman cemetery to the north of the city with Roman tombs and tomb markers,1 1 the numerous 

and incolae see, Pandermalis (1984) 277; Sherwin-White (1973) 353-9. 

7 Mitchell (1979) 416. 

8 [COLjONIA . PATR[E]NSIS . CIVI[T]ATI. ATHrENIIENSIUrMI 
[ArrjOIKI[A] riATPEQN ITOAIN A0HN[AIQN]. The inscription is post 16/14 BC, Woodhead (1960) 83; 

for a detailed account of this inscription see, Woodhead (1959) 279-82; for the date of the inscription see, 
Woodhead (1959) 281, who associates it with the re-organization of the city by Augustus which he suggests 
occurred in 14 BC. 

9 Strabo (8.7.5: "a Roman Colony"; 10.2.21: "the Romans who live in Patras") and Pliny (NH, 4.11); see 
also, Woodhead (1959) 280 and (1960) 83; Rizakis (1989) 183; Alcock (1993) 136-7. 

1 0 Latin inscription excavated at Germanou 134, AA 33 (1978) 80; Papapostolou (1989) 354; a gradual 
Hellenization of the population also occurs as indicated by Latin names written with Greek characters, e.g. T. 
OA[apion] KAIKflon] KPICITEINOY inscribed on a tile, AA 29 (1971) 150, pi. 140 f; see also Petropoulos 
(1999)41-2. 

1 1 Marble funerary urns found at Patras all date to the 1st century A C and are all Italian imports, probably, 
as Petropoulos, (1999) 44, points out, imported for the veterans; Roman tombs were discovered along 
Kanakare and Hermou Streets, just outside the city limits, and date from the 1st half of 1st century A C to ca 
200. Tomb altars on a stepped krepidoma serve as tomb markers and are similar to those found in the 
Necropoli of Ostia, Pompeii and Aquileia, Catling (1988-89) 44 and AA 35 (1980) 136-9; columbaria are also 
common. A 1st century A C example was located at Kanakare 133, Catling (1989-90) 27 and AA 43 (1988) 
153-7, 159, figs. 9-13, pis. 89 b-90 b, and also one from the 1st and 2nd centuries, Catling (1988-89) 44; for 
other columbaria see, AA 33 (1978) 92, fig. 5 and Dekoulakou (1979) 557, and one at Amerikes and 
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12 dedicatory and funerary inscriptions with Roman names and motifs, the establishment and 

popularity of gladiatorial games at an early date, the erection of a amphitheatre/hippodrome in 86 

A C , and the Roman public monuments, such as the aedes augustalium, confirm the presence of a 

strong Italian element.14 The most profound symbol of Romanitas, however, is reflected not in the 

public but in the private sphere, where the Italian type of domus with atrium and impluvium 

dominates the domestic plans of the city. 1 5 

The study of these architectural remains will not only provide an overall picture of the plans 

and household decorations favoured by the inhabitants, but also produce possible evidence for the 

demographic distribution of the population. Certain questions, therefore, associated with the 

Thermopylon Strs., AA 50 (1995) 215, 15-16, pi. 82 a; for a unique exedra-type tomb of stone from the 1st 
century A C see, Catling (1989-90) 27; see also Petropoulos (1978) 314. 

1 2 Epigrahic evidence for the Latin name MAIKIOY, a name for one of the Roman tribes, is discussed by 
Petropoulos (1978) 297; a member of the Pomponius family is mentioned in two inscriptions (C. 
POMPONIO HILLARIONI/C. POMPONIO PHILADELPHO and V(IVUS Q(UINTUS) POMPONIUS 
LUPUS/V(rVUS) Q(UTNTUS) POMPONI/US Q(UTNTi) F(rLIUS) THALLIO F(rLIUS)/ QUI E T 
PAMPHILUS) one found at Hermou 85-87 and the other at Konstantinoupoleos 85, AA 34 (1979) 136, 139; 
two reused Latin funerary inscriptions from the Northern cemetery inscribed with the following: a) 
PFVLVIVSQFQVIR V E T / L E C X D M E D CVS, b) MATTIOFAUSTO/ FORENS/ET/ ATTIAETERTIAE/ 
Lff iERTAEETVXOR/ ETVS/ CLEMENSFRATER, AA 48 (1993) 122; a child's funerary inscription, 
FO]RTUNAT(US V E L A ) / SPEDIAE/ [HELP]IDIS VERN(AE)/ VrX]LT ANN(OS), AA 49 (1994) 217; an 
inscription identifying the aedes augustalium was located in the castrum, Catling (1987-88) 29: "T. VRTVS . 
SECUVNDVS. A V G V S T A L . OB . HONOREM . S P"; the augustaleum of Patras was published by 
Papapostolou (1986) 261-84. 

1 3 Papapostolou (1989) 351; for the polyandria of gladiators see, idem 384, for their funerary stelai see, 
idem 393-401. All these funerary monuments were found in the Northern Cemetery, idem 382. 

1 4 This was originally identified by Papapostolou, (1989) 371-8, as an amphitheatre and associated with 
Hadrian; in recent reports it is referred to as a hippodrome, French (1993-94) 22; more recently, 
Agallopoulou, (1994) 224, in her upublished dissertation sited in Petropoulos (1999) 48 and n. 268, identifies 
it as an amphitheatre begun in 86 A C by Domitian; as at other colonial cities such as Corinth, a gradual 
Hellenization of the Romans also occurs at Patras, Petropoulos (1999) 44-5. 

1 5 Judging from an examination of the reports of salvage excavations on approximately 52 fragmentary 
house remains conducted in the city of Patras between 1961 to 1993, ca 44 of these belonged to the Italian 
type of domestic unit with atrium and/or peristyle garden, while seven appear to have been of a simple 
courtyard type. 
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settlement patterns of the various groups along with their choice of domestic plan should be 

considered: Are there distinct areas of habitation for the colonists and the local inhabitants, or did 

they intermingle? Are the locations of the Greek and Roman cemeteries outside the city walls -

Greek to the south and east, and the Roman to the northeast - indicative of the areas in which the 

two different ethnic groups resided? Does Patras follow the pattern observed at Pompeii, North 

Africa (Volubilis, Leptis Magna) or in the East (Damascus, Palmyra) where new neighbourhoods 

were erected next to the pre-existing cities?1 6 To what extent had the local inhabitants themselves 

been influenced by the influx of Italians who brought with them their traditional forms of domestic 

plans and decorations? If at all possible, what western elements can be detected in the homes of the 

local inhabitants and when do they appear? Most importantly, does a domus type of house of the 

2nd or 3rd centuries necessarily indicate that the owner was of Italian origin? 

The absence of fully published material and a secure dating for most of the finds makes it 

difficult to provide answers to the questions raised concerning the chronology of the domestic 

remains or the identity of the owner. Other obstacles include the absence of complete domestic 

plans and the modern occupation of the ancient site, which prohibits a complete and thorough 

archaeological investigation. Only in public areas, such as the Square of Psyla Alonia in the Upper 

City, has a more coherent, although not complete, plan of an ancient house surfaced, but even this 

was excavated under strenuous circumstances.17 The information therefore amassed for the 

domestic architecture of Patras relies primarily on the modest salvage excavation reports of the 

Greek Archaeological Service. 

Antony had spent the winter there prior to the battle of Actium and it is believed that many citizens 
deserted their homes, fearing reprimand from Octavian. Once the danger had passed, Patraeans perhaps 
returned and along with them citizens from neighboring sites who were encouraged to do so by Augustus 
(Pausanias, 7.18.7), supra n. 6. 

1 7 On the problems and the conflicts that arose between the demos of Patras and the Archaeological Service 
during the excavation of the site see, AA (1971) 118,149. 
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The chronological limits for the study of Roman period domestic architecture at Patras begin 

with Augustus and the establishment of the official Roman colony of Patras, an event that occurred 

in 14 B C , 1 8 and end in the second half of the 3rd century. A destruction layer of fire appears to have 

been identified at almost every site excavated. This evidence has been reasonably associated with 

the Herulian invasions that hit Corinth and the Peloponnesos in A D 267. 1 9 

The Roman period can be divided into two primary phases: the early Roman phase, which 

coincides with the latter part of the 1st century B C and extends to the end of 1st century A C ; and the 

second phase, which begins in the last few decades of the 1st century, spans the 2nd century and 

concludes in the third. The first phase is identified as a period of growth and development that has 

been observed in all Greek sites that suffered economically and/or structurally during the period of 

the civil wars. Patras' prosperity and building activity in the 2nd century was in part spurred by the 

arrival of Roman merchants.20 Among them perhaps were some of those that abandoned the 

devastated cities of Vesuvius in A D 79 and fled to sites they had frequently visited along their trade 

route to the east; cities that promised a profitable business in the mercantile trade and no active 

Supra n.3. 

1 9 For recent proposals associating this devastation with an earthquake which struck the N W Peloponnese 
in A D 280-282, rather than the Herulian invasion, see Papapostolou (1991) 316, n. 72; Sinn, (1991) 365-71, 
for example, attributes the destruction of certain structures at Olympia to this earthquake and not the 
Herulians; structures destroyed during this period include the Odeum of Patras, Zapheiropoulos (1957) 113, 
and the Roman buildings in the area of Psyla Alonia Square, in the Upper City, which were subsequently 
abandoned, AA (1977) 86. 

2 0 Furthermore another possible connection between Patras and Campania not covered in this study is the 
lamp workshops. The earliest lamp workshop at Patras, Workshop A, is of the mid 1st century A C and as 
Petropoulos (1999) 64, 98-9, 126, 141 has demonstrated, it is a branch of a Central Italian or South Italian 
workshop. Similarly, the Flavian and Trajanic workshop at Ephesos may also have been a branch of an 
Italian workshop, Bailey (1988) 367; Petropoulos (1999) 41, 181, places her "economic flowering" from the 
middle of the 2nd century A C to the roughly the middle of the 3rd: streets were stone paved, public buildings 
were erected, (amphitheatre/stadion, odeion, bridges, harbour facilities) town plan was reorganized and farm 
houses increased in number, the Lamp Oracle was established, etc., idem 43, 142, 182; for other factors 
responsible for Patras prosperity see, idem 182; in the early Empire Patras was known for her fine textiles 
which were exported to Italy, Larsen (1959) 293. 
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volcano nearby.2 1 Patras, after all, was an important stopping point, favourably situated along a 

major east-west transhipment route and with significant land routes that connected her with other 

major centres in the Peloponnesos.22 She had flourished during the Hellenistic period and due to 

her close proximity to Italy many Romans established a permanent or temporary residence at this 

site.23 Patras would indeed have been a lucrative port for merchants.24 

On account of Patras' geographical location and commercial significance, the influx of 

foreigners continued, and by the mid-2nd century Patras was numbered among the cosmopolitan 

centres of the eastern Mediterranean. She, in fact, not only acquired commercial, but also cultural 

25 

fame in the scholarly world, as indicated by the presence of the Bibliothequa Patrensis. The 

second phase of Roman Patras can therefore be identified as a period of wealth and prosperity: 

streets were stone-paved ca A D 100, harbour installations were erected ( A D 150-200), most of the 

2 1 The property of those who had lost their lives was redistributed, see, Suetonius (Titus, 8.3) and Cary and 
Scullard (1975) 414. Thus the lower classes and small landowners settled in the surrounding area, while 
tradesmen and merchants fled to the nearby port cities of Cumae and Puteoli. 

2 2 Petropoulos (1999) 98. 

2 3 As Rizakis, (1987-88) 32, points out Patras prospered after 146 BC. She was supported by Rome, 
became a major political power in the area, and a new aristocracy arose. These observations are substantiated 
by the remains of large buildings and the wealthy tomb deposits, which point to well established, local 
goldsmith workshops, AA 32 (1977) 283^1, AA 33 (1978) 382-34, AA 45 (1990) 130; see also Petropoulos 
(1999) 38-9; for literary evidence on Patras' flourishing economy see, Cicero, ad Atticum (7, 2-3, 11, 5; 11, 
10, 16, 20, 21) and ad FamUiares (13, 17.1, 19.1-3, 20, 24, 1-3; 16, 1.2, 4, 5.2, 9, 11.1), Rizakis (1987-88) 
28-34; on the negotiatores who settled in Patras and elsewhere in Greece in the 2nd and 1st centuries BC see, 
Alcock (1993) 75, 77; Petropoulos, (1999) 141, mentions that Patras on account of her port had close ties 
with central and southern Italy. 

2 4 In the Roman period, those travelling eastward would have stopped at the major ports along the east 
coast of the Adriatic, (Bouthrotum, Byllis or Dyrrhachium, Nikopolis) and made their way down along the 
west coast of Greece, into the Corinthian Gulf, see Chapter 5 on Nikopolis, infra 211 ff. 

2 5 Papachatzis (1980) 86-7; Petropoulos (1999) 42. 
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large public buildings, bridges, new roads were constructed, and increasingly spacious and ornate 

dwellings were erected. 

The end of Roman Patras, however, follows the fate of many other cities of mainland 

Greece and is associated with two main events: first, with a disaster which struck the city in the 

27 • 

second half of the 3rd century and is commonly associated with the Herulians; and second, with a 

decline in the economy around the middle of the 3rd century, as reflected in the closure of the 
9R • 

Patraean mint during the reign of Gordian III (238-244). This pattern of growth, prosperity, and 

decline along with the city's demographics is a contributing factor, which influenced the Patraean 

domestic unit in plan, material of construction, and adornment. 

NEIGHBOURHOODS 

Roman Patras occupies the site of the earlier Classical and Hellenistic city, which extended 

from the Upper City, south of the acropolis, down, into the Lower City. The two areas were 

topographically divided by a curving ridge delineated on the plan by the modern streets Hagiou 

Georgiou and Athanasiou Diakou (Pis. 60. 61 a). The Hellenistic section of the Lower City roughly 

covered the eastern region, between Korinthou Str. to the west and the ridge to the east, and 

between Georgakopoulou Str. to the north and Tsamadou Str. to the south. 

Petropoulos (1999) 43; Papapostolou (1991) 315; for growth and prosperity in the other Greek cities of 
this period see, Touratsoglou (1988) 14. 

2 7 Or an earthquake ca A D 300, Sinn (1991) 367 and Petropoulos (1999) 45; two hoards from B. Rouphou 
Str. 121-125, buried ca A D 263, were associated with an economic crisis, while another buried in A D 267/8, 
with the Heruli, Petropoulos (1999) 45; the destruction stratum of two courtyard houses located on Miaoule 
55-57 is dated to the second half of the 3rd century, based on the evidence (not indicated in the report) found 
in the destruction layer which included Laconian tiles found in most of the rooms, AA 32 (1977) 86. 

2 8 Papapostolou (1991) 316; Petropoulos (1999) 45. 

2 9 Hellenistic remains were located in the Kanakare-Kanare Strs., AA (1973-74) 351, 370, at I. Blachou 36 
and Sachtoure Strs., AA 49 (1990) 210, at Charalambe 39-40, early Hellenistic remains, AA 49 (1990) 210-11, 
and at Gounare 130 and V. Rouphou, AA 49 (1990) 214; for an account on the general topography of the 
ancient chora of Patras see Petropoulos (1991) 249-5 8. 
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During the Roman period the city of Patras expanded southward and westward, towards the 

harbour and as far as the coastline. This Roman period addition to the city plan is characterized by 

wider streets that extend up to six meters in width. They followed the mam grid system but at a 

slightly different angle as indicated on the plans (Pis. 61 a, 62 b). 3 1 Sidewalks are often found on 

both sides of the road. In addition, large barrel vaulted drainage systems with manholes at intervals 

32 33 

ran beneath the central axis of the street, and a piped water main was also added. Stone paved 

streets were a common occurrence in the Lower City but in the Upper City roads were primarily 

metalled with gravel. The main arterial route for example that connected the Upper and Lower City 

was not paved with stone until the 2nd century A C , 3 4 while side streets in general maintained a 

gravel surface.35 

Side streets were narrower such as a stone paved E-W street, 2 m. wide with a central drain and no 
sidewalks at Gounare 84, AA 49 (1990) 214, pi. 70g, and AA 28 (1973) 220. 

3 1 Two different street alignments were revealed at Kanare 288, AA 29 (1973-74) 398, fig. 1; note the 
' different street alignments at Pompeii as a result of the expansion of the city at various periods (PI. 62 a); for 
a discussion of the Roman city plan of Patras and its expansion see, Papapostolou (1971) 305-19, and (1991) 
307. 

3 2 At G. Rouphou 38-40, AA 40 (1985) 116. 

3 3 Located at Kanare 62 and Kanakare, this was a major arterial route paved in the 1st century A C , AA 29 
(1973-74) 351; for the drainage system and piped water main see, Catling (1985-86) 33. 

3 4 Papapostolou (1991) 310; at Botsare 12-14 a limestone paved E-W street, 2.5 m wide, with a sidewalk 
on the south side, AA 46 (1991) 141-2, fig. 3, pi. 69 d; section of the ancient street in the Upper City, at 
Niketa 8-10 was paved with gravel, crushed tiles and ostraca, AA 48 (1993) 113; I suspect that the choice of 
stone for street pavements in the Lower City was one of practicality. Winter rains flowing from the Upper 
City could easily washout/damage a graveled road surface in the Lower District. To avoid, therefore, seasonal 
damage to the roads' surface, stone metalled streets were, perhaps, preferred. Larger, vaulted central drains 
beneath the roads were employed as noted at Korinthou, Miaoule and Tsamadou Strs., AA 29 (1973-74) 387, 
AA 32 (1977) 82; the frequent occurrence of side walks, up to 40cm above the road surface, on one (at 
Karaiskake and Miaouli, AA 32 (1977) 86) or both sides of the street, as at Kanare 62 and Kanakare (the 
southern sidewalk in this example was added at a later date) enabled pedestrians to avoid rushing water, AA 
29 (1973-74) 351. The heights of sidewalks are often not indicated in the reports; at Ioannou Blachou 36 and 
Sachtoure, Lower City, a 5 m wide stone paved street was discovered with two sidewalks, the western one 
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The extended use and level of sophistication found in the drainage system and the lead pipe 

network, which conducted fresh water to the homes, is unprecedented in Greece. The numerous 

water sources in the area, which were perhaps not fully utilized until the 2nd century, promoted the 

development of abundant gardens and fountains within the domestic unit.37 The brick built 

aqueduct, which ran from the springs of Diakoniaris to the city, has not been dated, but it could be 

associated with Hadrianic building activity.38 On account of the rich water sources the inhabitants 

were endowed with various amenities. These included private and public nymphaea?9 which 

adorned the major arterial routes and were often accompanied by colonnades, exedrae and 

which was 0.15m above street surface was contemporary with the street, the second was added at a later date 
and served as a covering of the street drains, AA 49 (1990) 210. For parts of this road see also, AA 33 (1978) 
87-9 and AA 40 (1985) 111-4. 

3 5 At Ioannou Blachou 16 and Miaoule, AA 33 (1978) 87-8; at Botsare 12-14 the N-S secondary road (1.5 
m) was gravel paved, whereas the E-W main street (2.5 m) wide was paved with limestones, AA 46 (1991) 
141, 142, fig. 3, pi. 69 d. 

3 6 At Hagiou Demetriou 49, AA 50 (1995) 204, fig. 9; at Boukaouri 5, atriumlimpluvium house, AA 49 
(1990) 217, fig. 6; Catling (1988-89) 43; AA 48 (1993) 110; AA 49 (1994) 217, fig. 6; at Veronos Str. a 
complex system of water channels and inspection shafts was excavated, Catling (1988-89) 42; many water 
tanks were found in both the Upper and Lower City (1988-89) 42, AA 33 (1978) 89 and AA 26 (1971) 156, 
while a cistern paved in opus spicatum was discovered at G. Rouphou 38-40 & 42 in the Upper City, AA 40 
(1985) 116; clay or stone built drain pipes conducted water from the domestic units to the central street drains 
located beneath the road surface, Catling (1988-89) 42; for the urban sewage system located in the alley ways 
of the Upper and Lower City that connected with the main street drains see, AA 29 (1973-74) 389 and AA 32 
(1977) 79, 86, 89; lead pipes are not found (or at least not mentioned in the reports) at Athens, Nikopolis (or 
Epeiros in general), and Abdera for example; they have been found at Sparta, infra 244, and an example at 
Corinth, the Panaghia Field Villa, where lead pipes fed the impluvium and the fountain room, personal 
observation. 

3 7 For water sources in the area see, Petropoulos and Rizakis (1994) 185. 

3 8 Lolos (1997) 308; for a recent report on the Roman aqueduct of Patras which was traced from the 
springs of Diakoniare to Patras see, AA 45 (1990) 136, pi. 61 b; for Hadrianic aqueducts at other cities see, 
Lolos (1997) 271-314; for Athens, Chapter 1, supra 60; for Corinth, Chapter 2, supra 98-9, 125, n.146; for 
Sparta, Chapter 4, infra 246, 248. 

3 9 Private,^ 32 (1977) 80; for public see,AA 50 (1995) 192, fig. 1, pi. 75 a, Papapostolou (1991) 311 and 
Dekoulakou (1980) 556, n. 6. 
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dedicatory monuments, as well as numerous baths, both public and private. "Every respectable 

city of the empire, particularly a colony, would have had both elaborate fountains and a number of 

thermae, and aqueduct(s) supplying the water."42 Patras was no exception. 

Interspersed among the domestic remains are various other public monuments including: the 

agora, 4 3 odeon 4 4 theatre,45 hippodrome,4 6 nymphaea,41 various religious structures, such as the 

aedes augustalium and possible Serapaeum in the Lower City , 4 8 and the harbour installations.49 

4 0 For the nymphaeum NW of the Odeum see, AA 32 (1977) 81-82 and Catling (1985-86) 31; for the 
nymphaeum at Korinthou, Tsamadou and Miaouli Strs. see, AA 29 (1973-74) 389, 391; at the intersection of 
the two major arterial routes — which correspond roughly to the modem Blachou and Miaouli Strs., Blachou 
and Kanare Strs., and Hypsylantou and Gounare Strs. — was an elaborate early 2nd century nymphaeum with 
colonnaded porticoes along the streets, semicircular exedrae and a monument honouring gladiators, AA 26 
(1971) 171-3, AA 35 (1980) 179-80, fig. 7, 36 (1981) 162, 165, fig. 7; for gladiatorial reliefs from this 
monument see, Papapostolou (1989) 388. 

4 1 Most baths were found in the Upper City, AA 28 (1973) 225, AA 29 (1973-74) 370, AA 37 (1982) 140, 
AA 40 (1985) 111, AA 42 (1987) 38; a balneum was located in the Lower City, AA 28 (1973) 214; large 
thermae at Cheilonos Patraios 17, AA 33 (1978) 86. 

4 2 Lolos (1997) 302. 

4 3 Roman agora located in the Upper City, Catling (1987-88) 29; near the present day church of 
Pantokratora, AA 49 (1994) 207-10; a significant structure possibly belonging to the agora of the city was 
discovered at Botsare 12-14, AA 46 (1991) 141, fig. 3; see also, Papapostolou (1991) 307. 

4 4 According to Pausanias it is "in every way the finest in Greece" (7.20.6); AA 26 (1971) 157ff. 

4 5 Pausanias (7.20.9). 

4 6 French (1993-94) 22; for a detailed description see, Papapostolou (1989) 355-9; supra 162, n. 15. 

4 7 An impressive public nymphaeum near the odeon of the city, Germanou 35-40, AA 33 (1978) 81-2, pis. 
25 a-c. 

4 8 For the inscription identifying the aedes augustalium see, supra 162, n. 13; for the Serapaeum in the 
Lower City see, AA 28 (1973) 214, 218; Pausanias (7.21.13) mentions two Serapaea by the grove at Patras, 
located in the harbour area (7.21.11). 

4 9 Papapostolou (1971) 310; Papapostolou (1991) 315; remains of the ancient harbour have been 
tentatively identified along Bouboulina Str. 36 which include large angular projections and the use of 
hydraulic cement associated with a mole (second half of the 2nd century), AA 42 (1987) 123; for part of 
harbour installations see also: Bouboulinas 10, AA 31 (1976) 114; AA 40 (1985) 119; at Bouboulinas 18 and 
Tsamadou Strs., AA 45 (1990) 129; and at Bouboulinas 7 and Kanare Strs., AA 43 (1988) 148. 
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Furthermore, many private enterprise establishments such as tabernae and workshops involved 

with pottery making that were attached to domestic assemblages, dotted the city landscape. 

Unlike the famous districts of Athens, Sparta, and Corinth, which are mentioned in the 

literary sources, Patras' elite neighbourhood is not alluded to in the ancient texts. Pausanias, who 

tends to focus his descriptive narrative on the public monuments of the city, only mentions in 

passing a popular public area, a grove by the sea, much favoured by the Patraeans: "They have also 

a grove by the sea, affording in summer weather very agreeable walks and a pleasant means 

generally of passing the time" (7.21.11). 

A close examination, however, of the archaeological evidence to date, reveals that the 

majority of floor mosaics and fragments of elaborate wall decoration (marble revetments, wall 

paintings) are found in homes located in the Upper City. 5 3 Although significant establishments with 

5 0 For tabernae see, AA 29 (1973-74) 351, pi. 6. 

5 1 For pottery shops see: Catling (1985-86) 35, French (1991-92) 22, Tomlinson (1994-95) 17; lamp 
makers, Sposianos and Posphoros, at Botsare 60, AA 33 (1978) 86, 91; pottery kilns at Kanakare 184 and 
Gounare Strs., AA 33 (1978) 87, fig. 3, pis. 28 a-b; workshop areas with circular pottery kilns were identified 
at Karaiskake 212 and Kalamogdarte Strs., AA 43 (1988) 151, fig. 5; other types of workshops are indicated 
by the remains of glass lumps, several bone implements, glass objects, as well as iron and bronze slag and 
cistern/s, AA 49 (1990) 220 and AA 32 (1977) 68, 76, 89; large workshop area with three tanks (one 5.60 x 
6.10 m) Tsertidou A\,AAA1 (1992) 133-4, fig. 5; tile and brick kilns at Theoph. Korydaleos Str., a significant 
Hellenistic and Roman workshop, AA 50 (1995) 208, fig. 11; for a detailed discussion on the lamp workshops 
at Patras see, Petropoulos (1999) 46-74. This is a significant work which points out that "the Patras workshop 
was probably a branch of an Italian one based in Central or South Italy" and that Corinthian workshops 
copied Patraean lamps of Workshop B and the Lychnomanteion workshops. For a detailed discussion on the 
evidence presented for these arguments see, idem 96-110 (for English summary see, idem 183-4). Arguments 
include, for example, mineralogical analysis of the material, idem 140, the establishment of the earliest 
pottery workshop (A) that functioned between ca A D 50 to the end of the 1st century A C , and produced the 
so-called "imported" Italian red-painted lamps, and the first examples of the so-called "Corinthian" lamps, 
idem 141, 185, and the presence of the name Sposianus on a 1st A C lamp from Patras and on "Corinthian" 
lamps of the 2nd century A C , idem 102; for evidence of female lampmakers see, idem 141. 

5 2 Also centres of wine production: winepresses have been found outside the city limits, AA 29 (1973-74) 
355, AA 30 (1975) 112,^4 31 (1976) 92, Catling (1983-84) 31. 

5 3 For wall painting in imitation of the Second Pompeian style see, AA 32 (1977) 71 and Catling (1987-88) 
29; figured wall painting, AA 32 (1977) 79; marble revetted walls at Psyla Alonia villa, AA 29 (1971) 151, 
154; for floor mosaics, figural and geometric designs see, AA 17 (1961) 126, AA 27 (1971) 157, AA 28 (1973) 
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atria/impluvia that included gardens or a second peristyle garden courtyard, have also been located 

in the Lower City, the preference for a higher elevation and coastal view would have made the 

Upper City a more desirable residential district. Notable homes of the wealthy Patraeans, for 

example, have been located east of the acropolis and at the Psyla Alonia Square where an equally 

magnificent unit with multiple tetrastyle atria has been excavated (PI. I). 5 4 It seems therefore that 

the prime areas of the Upper City were popular with the elite and those of substantial means. 

Another important question which merits some attention is the settlement patterns: Were 

there distinct areas of habitation set aside for the colonists and local inhabitants or did the two 

populations intermingle? After all, according to a prosopographical study conducted by Herbillon 

in 1929, Patras appears to have been shared equally, by Greeks and Romans. Out of the 133 people 

mentioned in inscriptions, 66 were Greeks and 67 were Romans or. had Roman names. 5 5 A n 

investigation of the location of the city's cemeteries may shed some light on this issue. The Roman 

cemetery has been located northeast of the city, close to the hippodrome, agora, and acropolis. 

Evidence tends to indicate that the Roman veterans originally clustered in this area of the city. The 

Greek cemeteries, on the other hand, were at the southern and eastern ends of the polis where one 

would expect to find the residences of the local inhabitants.56 

2 2 5 , ^ 29 (1973-74) 364, AA 30 (1975) 108, .44 32 (1977) 71, 76, 79, 80 and French (1989-90) 27. 

5 4 Tomlinson (1995-96) 15; most tetrastyle atria (App. 96-103) are located in the Upper City, and only one 
(App. 103b) in the Lower City; three garden atria (App. 106-108) were found in the Upper City and one in 
the Lower City (App. 109); peristyle gardens were located in the Upper City (App. 110-115) and one in the 
Lower City (App. 116) both peristyle atria found (App. 104-5) were located in the Lower City; for Psyla 
Alonia Square see,AA 27 (1971) 149-157. 

5 5 Rizakis (1989) 184; Herbillon (1929) 144. 

5 6 The Greek and Roman cemeteries are distinguished by the epigraphic evidence, tomb types - cist 
(kibotioschemos) and tile (keramaroskepes) tombs — and their material of construction see, supra 161-2, nn. 
12-3; brick built cist tombs and tile tombs in the southern cemetery, AA 49 (1990) 226. 
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A n examination of the house types, however, can not as yet confirm this hypothesis. The 

Roman atrium/impluvium plan, which one would tend to associate with the Italian element of the 

population, has been identified throughout the ancient site. This foreign design existed even in areas 

close to the Greek cemeteries, in the southern and eastern regions, where one would expect to find 

the Hellenic type of courtyard dwelling. Inscriptional evidence on the other had is restricted and not 

always helpful. Inscribed roomies or terracotta lamps, for example, with Roman names from a 

domestic context only identify the factory owner but give no indication as to the identity of the 

homeowner.5 7 Consequently the architectural evidence can be interpreted in two ways: first, that 

the area examined to date was occupied only by colonists and that the Greek neighbourhood 

remains to be identified, and second, if Greeks also resided here they must have emulated their 

conquerors by incorporating Roman domestic elements into their abodes. 

Remains of simple Greek courtyard houses, however, were revealed in the S W corner of the 

city, in an area associated with industrial activity which was a later, Roman addition, to Hellenistic 

Patras.58 This annex was laid out on a different road alignment and extended as far as the Antonine 

Harbour; 5 9 a section of the two merging street plans has been located at Korinthou 288 and 

Kanakare (PI. 62 b ) 6 0 Within this area a large hypostyle hall was located that has been tentatively 

5 7 For inscribed roof tiles from Psyla Alonia: T. <DA[ABIOY] KAIKIA[IOY] KPEITEINOY, see AA 26 
(1971) 150 and 27 (1972) 287; for the terracotta lamp mold signed KA]AAICTOC, see AA 30 (1975) 102; 
from the fill of the storage areas in the atrium house at Korinth, Miaouli and Tsamadou a small lead 
plaque was found that originally was hung on a wall. The name inscribed belonged to one of senatorial 
rank: C.APOLL..PR(0) P(RAETOR) TPJB(UNUS) C(ONSUL) DES(IGNATUS), AA 29 (1973-74) 389 
pi. 252 d. The original position of the plaque, whether on a domestic or public structure, however, is 
unknown. 

5 8 Simple courtyard homes constructed in a typical Greek fashion of stone rubble probably existed outside 
the Roman city, in the rural areas, as indicated by the partial remains excavated at Aetorraches 18, AA 43 
(1988) 149. 

5 9 At Maizonos and Trion Nauarchon Strs., AA 33 (1978) 89, Catling (1985-86) 35; at Tsamadou and 
Hypsylantou245,^ 30(1975) 106, Catling (1983-84) 31. 

6 0 AA 29 (1973-74) 398, fig. 1. 
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identified as a Serapaeum. Given the cosmopolitan nature of this important transhipment centre, 

numerous foreign religious groups and cults had settled here, each perhaps occupying a specific area 

62 

of the city; eastern religions, Roman cults, Christianity, and Judaism all had a place in the new 

colony. 6 3 

Settlers from the east may, have occupied the area around the Hypostyle Hall where 

courtyard homes were found. 6 4 In fact the entire coastal district, which was a Roman addition, was 

probably well furnished with rental units that would have been made available to the visitors, sailors 

and transient merchants. Interspersed among these establishments were the humble domains of the 

more impoverished inhabitants.65 These habitations were most likely of the simple courtyard type 

that often lodged various workshops. In addition, rows of tabemae and workshops of diverse 

6 1 Papachatzis (1980) U5;AA2S (1973) 214,218; Pausanias (7.21.11, 13). 

6 2 Petropoulos (1978) 313; Herbillon (1929) 81. 

6 3 Herbillon, (1929) 85, mentions the Phrygian divinities Cybele and Attis, Mithras (whose presence is 
associated with the Roman veteran population) and the Egyptian divinities Sarapis and Isis; for the Roman 
cult of Ceres at Patras see, Herbillon (1929) 27; for the first Christian community at Patras established ca A D 
65 or 66 by the apostle Andrew, to whom also, according to tradition, the construction of the first christian 
church at Patras was attributed see, Lagge (1991) 727, n. 1, 739; PG 5, 821-4; Papachatzis (1980) 106; the 
apostle Andrew's visit to Patras indicates that a substantial Jewish settlement must have existed with its own 
neighborhood and synagogue; for the later Jewish community in Patras see, Bowman (1976) 49-75. The 
earliest Jewish inscriptions from Patras date to the mid 16th century, but Bowman does mention a Jewish 
community of the Roman period, idem 51; 10 Jewish inscriptions (for which no date is provided in the 
reports) along with other Greek and Roman ones were discovered, incorporated into the castrum wall, AA 11 
(1961) 127, n. 2. 

6 4 Of interest is the Aramaic inscription and Latin numerals on a fragment of an amphora neck from the 
atrium at Erenstrole 31-35, Upper City, AA 33 (1978) 84; from a workshop/courtyard house along Kanare 54 
and Korinthou Strs., AA 29 (1973-74) 351, pis. 218 c-f, a small helmet of Illyrian type was found, inscribed, 
" S n O S I A N O Y , " as well as lamps with the image of Attis and a horoscope cycle with the Sun and Selene in 
the centre; see also Petropoulos, (1978) 314, 316, nn. 98, 104, pis. 84-5, who originally had suggests that 
there was a Mithraic community at Patras based on the mithraic reliefs, statues of Kybele, lamps with 
mithraic imagery, all found in the same general area; however in his recent book on the workshops of Roman 
lamps and the Lamp Oracle at Patras, Petropoulos (1999) 42, he points out that they were introduced by 
Rome; the Mithraea in the western colonies are connected to the Roman soldiers who worshipped Mithras. 

6 5 According to Herbillon,(1929) 142, all the "petit peuple" lived here. 
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industrial activities fronted the streets supplying limited accommodations at the rear or the 

mezzanine floor above, similar to those found on the Italian mainland: Rome, Ostia, Pompeii and 

Herculaneum. 6 6 Integrated into the insulae were also the macella that provided both imported and 

fn 

local commodities to the domestic market. Furthermore, Patras is physically divided into two 

distinct regions with the primary religious and judicial centre being confined perhaps to the Upper 

City, while in the Lower City industrial neighbourhoods and market areas associated with the 

harbour facilities flourished 6 8 

A R C H I T E C T U R E 

The early inhabitants of the Roman period city settled primarily in the pre-existing 

dwellings of the Hellenistic period, which were repaired or renovated where required. It is next to 

impossible to attribute a structure from this early Roman phase, based only on location and building 

materials (since house plans are extremely fragmentary) to a colonist or a local inhabitant. 

Excavations indicate that these houses followed a pre-existing grid plan and that the walls of the 

domestic units were not always in alignment.69 This configuration continued into the 1st and 2nd 

centuries A C . While evidence for these earlier abodes is restricted to scattered wall remains 

because of lack of systematic excavations and later 1st and 2nd century is Roman rebuilding 

activities, one example does deserve attention.70 

6 6 Ward-Perkins (1981) 192-3; at Ostia, such units lined the Via Delia Caupona and the Via Del Tempio 
Rontondo, Ward-Perkins (1981) 142, fig. 73; in Rome, at the Piazza d'Aracoeli, Claridge (1998) 233-4, fig. 
107, and between the Palatine and Via Nova, idem 100, fig. 36; for Pompeii see, Mau (1907) 277. 

6 7 Papapostolou, (1991) 310, also observes that as one approaches the harbour area commercial and 
workshop areas seem to increase. 

6 8 For the market area see, Papapostolou (1991) 310, n. 2. 

6 9 Papapostolou (1991) 305, n. 8. 

7 0 Evidence for Roman rebuilding over Hellenistic remains has been observed at Psyla Alonia 15-16 in the 
Upper City, where the Roman walls lie over the Hellenistic conglomerate stones (fig. 62 c), AA 32 (1977) 83; 
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One of the earliest and best surviving domestic plans to date, albeit fragmentary, from the 

early Roman phase (1st century B C to 1st century A C ) has surfaced at Philopoimenos Str. (PI. 62 

b). It is characterized by its well constructed, parallel stone walls and use of marble revetment (in 

room X l O ) . 7 1 Any attempts to assign this structure to foreign or local elements of the population, 

72 

given the absence of evidence, is futile. Only the economic status of the owner can be discerned. 

With the revitalization of the Patraean economy in the 1st and 2nd centuries earlier domestic 

remains gave way to more elaborate and spacious structures noted for their mosaic courtyards, 

marble cisterns and well built walls. 7 3 Roman elements of design, such as the atrium/impluvium, 

and construction techniques of purely Italian origins were employed: opus quasi-reticulatum, opus 

reticulatum, opus testaceum and opus mixtum?4 Distinct house types developed that reflect the 
75 

origins of the city's inhabitants and the fusion of western and eastern elements. 

A n attempt to categorize the domestic houses of Patras is possible, but one must keep in 

mind that the following proposals are provisional due to the absence of complete plans. Sufficient 

remains, however, have been revealed, that can be tentatively classified under one of the five, basic 

domestic categories of this period: the simple atrium house with impluvium (App. 77-96d), the 
additional evidence was noted in the area which connected the Psyla Alonia Square with the sea, south of 
Gounare Str., AA 32 (1977) 86; see also Hellenistic walls beneath tetrastyle atrium at Hagiou Demetriou 98-
100, AA 46 (1991) 139, fig. 1; Hellenistic domestic remains at Gounare 170 and Hagiou Demetriou Strs., AA 
33 (1978) 80; also substantial remains atErenstrole 31-35,^ 33 (1978) 82, fig. 1. 

7 1 Three orthogonal rooms have been excavated, as well as remains of others. The walls survive to a height 
of 1 meter. Evidence for dating the structure was provided by a coin hoard found "near the northern wall, next 
to the doorway at a depth of 0.32 m from the top of the foundation" AA 31 (1976) 89, 91, fig. 1; dimensions 
of the structure were not provided in the report. 

7 2 A hoard of 35 gold coins from the first half of the 1st century (last minted in A D 47) was discovered by 
the northern entrance way, AA 31 (1976) 89; they are identified as aurei (AV) in the Archaeological Reports, 
Catling (1984-85) 26. 

7 3 French (1992-93) 23. 

7 4 For a detailed account on the types of building techniques employed at Patras see, infra 199ff. 

7 5 For a list of Roman period domestic remains and house-types at Patras see, App. 70-155. 
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tetrastyle atrium/impluvium unit (App. 96-103b), the peristyle atrium/impluvium house (App. 104-

5), the garden atrium (App. 106-9), the peristyle garden (App. 110-16), and of course the simple 

Hellenic courtyard house (App. 70-76b), with or without a peristyle. 

The atrium/impluvium unit is represented by two of the most complete domestic plans to 

date. One is located in the Lower City at Korinthou, Miaouli and Tsamadou Strs. (House 4) and 

dates to the early 2nd century (App. 83). 7 6 In plan it resembles a dual atrium unit (PI. 63 a). The 

second example is found in the Upper City, at Lontou 101-103 (App. 84), and displays a single 

atrium dwelling with impluvium (PI. 63 b). 7 7 Both examples are unpretentious accommodations as 

• • 78 

indicated by their modest size and the simple building materials employed m their construction. 

Both structures incorporate elements of the Roman domus into the basic Hellenic courtyard 

house. In House 4 at Korinthou, Miaouli and Tsamadou Strs. (PI. 63 a) an open rectangular stone 

paved courtyard (4b) with well was adorned with an impluvium and two fountains located next to 

the northern wall . 7 9 On the other hand, the room to the east (4a), which perhaps served as a dining 

AA 29 (1973-74) 389; other atrium houses (App. 77-96d) include: fragmentary remains of a dual atrium 
house of some significance has been located in the Upper City, along Hagiou Demetriou 93, as indicated by 
the marble clad impluvia and mosaic pavements, AA 35 (1980) 174, fig. 1; a marble paved atrium with 
impluvium of the Roman period was discovered at Lontou 40, Upper City, AA 45 (1990) 129; another 
possibly atrium unit with cistern (impluvium ?) was identified at I. Blachou 36 and Sachtouri Strs., AA 49 
(1994) 210; also remains of a mosaic paved atrium with part of a marble impluvium and sections of rooms 
surrounding it of the Roman period and with many remodeling phases was discovered at Boukaouri 5, AA 49 
(1990) 215-7, fig. 6, pi. 71a. 

7 7 AA 40 (1985) 108-109; other atrium/impluvium units have surfaced at Karatza and Niketa Strs. in the 
Upper City (note that the impluvium in House B is not in alignment with the doorway, PI. 63 c), AA 30 (1975) 
111, and at Panachaikou 8 (PI. 63 d), AA 29 (1973-74) 355, 356, fig. 8. 

7 8 No dimensions are mentioned in the reports, observations are based on the plan provided. House 4 at 
Korinthou, Miaouli and Tsamadou Strs. had a stone paved courtyard and terracotta tiles in the surrounding 
rooms, AA 29 (1973-74) 389, which are modest pavements compared to the numerous marble and mosaic 
paved floors found in other dwellings. 

7 9 A peculiar position for a marble impluvium, AA 29 (1973-74) 389; at Lontou and Karatza Strs., Epyov 
YTITIO 3 (1999) 96, a colourful marble-lined impluvium was positioned against one wall and near the comer 
of the atrium. 

176 



area, was identified in the archaeological reports as a 'closed atrium' with a marble clad impluvium 

in the centre adorned by a fountain.8 0 In the Patraean example a lead pipe from the courtyard 

provided water for the fountain while on the east side of the impluvium a terracotta drainage system,' 

located beneath the impluvium, directed water to the side street. 

In contrast the house on Lontou 101-10382 (PI. 63 b), has an impluvium positioned within 

the centre of the courtyard, but no reference is made to a roof. Access to the interior of the home 

appears to have been provided through a vestibule or corridor located in the N E comer of the 

courtyard. Three building phases have been identified but no dates were assigned in the report. 

The plan belongs to the "first phase" which follows the Hellenistic period remains located at the N E 

comer of the impluvium?4 

The departure of these Patraean atrium homes from the characteristics traditionally assigned 

to the Roman domus, as mentioned by Vitruvius (6.3) and commonly found at Pompeii and 

Herculaneum, is evident in these examples. The atrium does not appear to be the focal point of the 

dwelling but is allocated, as in the Corinthian and Spartan examples, to the sides of the house.8 5 At 

8 0 By 'closed atrium' I am assuming they mean that the room was covered over — a testudinate atrium — 
and that there was no compluvium. 

8 1 The possible service room to the south and the discovery of a small circular table top (?) in the fountain 
room support its identification as a possible dining area, AA 29 (1973-74) 390; a similar example of a 
fountain room located near an atrium was found in the Panaghia Field villa at Corinth, (PI. 48 a-b), Blackman 
(1997-98) 23 and personal observation. 

%1AA 40 (1985) 108-9. 

8 3 The steps (X3) indicated in the plan were constructed during the third phase of the structure, leading to 
rooms at a higher level, AA 40 (1985) 109. 

8 4 ^ J 40 (1985) 109. 

8 5 For details on the Italian-type domus, see Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 107ff; for Sparta, see Chapter 4, 
infra 242ff; at Boukaouri 90-92, AA 32 (1977) 68, 70, fig. 2, a tetrastyle atrium house was identified with its 
courtyard allocated to the side of the house and eastern wall facing street (PI. 71 b); it should also be pointed 
out, however, that the Roman domus across the Adriatic was concurrently undergoing changes and the atrium 
was no longer the focal point of the residence. There is a preference for the insula unit or peristyle house, the 
triclinium was introduced, the alae and or tablinum disappear, while the atrium became a type of vestibule, as 
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first glance, therefore, the simple Patraean atrium dwelling resembles a Greek courtyard house 

transformed into an Italian-type domus with the addition of certain characteristic Roman elements. 

Comparable plans, however, oi atrium units in Italy have been excavated in the countryside, as at S. 

Giovanni (PI. 34 b), where the various elements of the domus — tablinum, atrium, alae, fauces — 

were not required in the simple rural household.8 6 In the case of Patras, therefore, some of these 

western elements — which may reflect the origins and social status of the colonists — were perhaps 

originally introduced by Italian veterans and eventually became integral traits of the Patraean 

household. Their impact, of course, was far reaching, for some of the basic domus components can 

87 
still be traced in the 'Late Roman' domestic architecture of Patras. 

seen in the House of the Vettii at Pompeii (AD 62-79) or the House of the Mosaic Atrium at Herculaneum. 
In some cases, as in the House of the Stags at Herculaneum the atrium disappears altogether, Ward-Perkins 
(1981) 185-92, fig. 112; the House of the Muses at Ostia (AD 123) has a central courtyard surrounded by a 
quadriporticus, Clarke (1991) 268-9, fig. 163; traditionally these changes were assigned to the 1st and 2nd 
centuries, whereas more recently Wallace-Hadrill (1988) 43-97, has identified the 2nd century A C as the 
turning point in the Italian domus, at which point in time the atrium was slowly abandoned due to the social 
changes that took place among the elite; Dwyer (1991) 25-39, points out that contrary to common scholarly 
opinion the atrium house was the dominant house type of Pompeii and Herculaneum in the 1st century AC; a 
true atrium with alae and tablinum of the 2nd century A C was discovered at Sette Finestre in southern 
Tuscany and at Este, Ellis (2000) 53. 

8 6 According to Cicero (de Officiis, 1.138) and Vitriuvius (6.5) the size and plan of the home must reflect 
the social status of the owner; see also, Dwyer (1991) 32-4; the plans, for example, of the early villa at S. 
Giovanni of the 1st and 2nd centuries A C , Small (1980) 91, figs. 99-100, and the Republican courtyard house 
along the Via Gabina, north of Rome, Widrig (1980) 121-3, (Pis. 34 c) do not conform to the plan of the 
traditional Roman domus. In the early Imperial period the courtyard was transformed into a domus with 
atrium, impluvium and tablinum, idem 123, figs. 6-8. These significant alterations imply change of ownership 
and social status. 

8 7 For this 'Late Roman' atrium unit with tablinum see, AA 32 (1977) 73. The term 'Later Roman' is not 
defined in the reports, perhaps, 'post-Herulian' is clearer since no exact date is assigned to the structure. The 
few artifacts mentioned are not dated, while the opus mixtum technique is used in construction down to Late 
Antiquity and beyond, see supra 205ff; a parallel development can be seen at Corinth in the post Herulian 
atrium house at Pano Magoula, Pallas (1955) 201-16, fig. 1, 3; in the 3rd or 4th centuries atrium house at 
Messene, "Epyov (1999) 53-6, figs. 49-51; and in the atrium houses of Philippi where the atrium unit 
continues into the 4th, 5th and 6th centuries A C see, Gounaris and Belenis (1996) 719-33; . 
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The second type of house plan is the tetrastyle atrium, which is represented only by 
on 

numerous fragmentary remains. With the lavish use of coloured marble and mosaic pavements 

they represent the dwellings of a more affluent segment of the population - a wealthy merchant 

class perhaps? A representative example of this class of housing was uncovered in the Upper City 

along Germanou 80-82 (PI. 64 a-b).8 9 The structure was erected in the 1st century A C and survived 

until the 3rd century. The walls, which are irregular, do not follow the characteristic Roman 

elements of symmetry and alignment on account of the earlier Hellenistic remains and later 

rebuilding phases. The addition of a small well-room paved in marble, located just to the south of 

the atrium (6 m x 4.25 m)~ an odd feature indeed- may reflect attempts taken to incorporate earlier 

domestic remains into succeeding house plans. 9 0 

The basic plan of this unit with rooms around a central open space resembles that of a 

traditional Greek courtyard house transformed by the addition of a tetrastyle atrium into a Roman 

type dwelling. The Roman architectural element introduced is the impluvium with four columnar 

supports that carried a portico on all four sides. The surrounding rooms were accessed through these 

porticoes. The triclinium with its elaborate floor mosaic (4 x 4.3 m) was appropriately located on 

the north side of the atrium and approached through a 2m wide threshold. Access to the atrium 

itself, on the other hand, was perhaps accomplished either through a corridor or vestibule located at 

the SE corner.91 

™AA 32 (1977) 71-2, fig. 1,80. 

8 9 App. 96; fragments of columns found in the marble impluvium used to support roof, AA 32 (1977) 71-2, 
fig. 3, pi. 55. 

9 0 Catling (1985-86) 33; see also tetrastyle atrium at Hagiou Demetriou 98-100, AA 46 (1991) 138, fig. 1, 
pi. 69 a. 

9 1 North is not indicated on the plan. I am assuming that the triclinium lies north of the courtyard. 
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A second example of a tetrastyle atrium was located at Sisine 28 and Psylalonia (PI. 64 c). 

The remains in this case clearly show the Roman preference for axial alignment and courtyard 

views, as emphasized by the broad entranceway of the adjacent triclinium. The oddity in this 

example is the existence of an impluvium in the centre of the triclinium that was later covered over. 

Was the triclinium originally an atrium with an impluvium in the centre, or was it initially built as a 

room with a fountain that was later transformed into a dining area?9 3 Only a detailed study of the 

site can provide solutions to these questions posed. 9 4 

Multiple atria, often of the tetrastyle type, were incorporated in the larger more pretentious 

homes 9 5 The semi-excavated house in the Upper City at the Psyla Alonia Square (PI. 64 d) was 

adorned with at least two tetrastyle atria, each with a deep impluvium and a room with an 

impluvium fountain. There is also evidence for at least a fourth courtyard, possibly a peristyle, in 

the southwest corner of the excavated site.96 One of the impluvia appears to be rather deep (no 

measurements are provided) and has steps descending into it (PI. 65 a). This indeed, is an odd 

App. 97; AA 32 (1977) 80, figs. 9,10; other tetrastyle atria were identified: at Niketa 26-30 and Karatza 
Str. (PI. 63 c), AA 32 (1975) 111, fig. 6; at Niketa 42-44, AA 36 (1981) 161, fig. 3; House A at Boukaouri 90-
92 (PI. 71 b), AA 32 (1977) 68 and at Hagiou Demetriou 55 and Pantokratoros Strs., AA 30 (1975) 108, fig. 5; 
the atrium (7.50 x 7.50 m) at Hagiou Demetriou 98-100, has a geometric mosaic pavement and a 3.50 x 3.50 
m impluvium, AA 46 (1991) 138-9, fig. 1, pi. 69 a; for more tetrastyle atria see also App. 98-103 b. 

9 3 The report, AA 32 (1977) 80-1, figs. 9, 10, does not provide details on the various building phases, or 
dates, indicated on the plan. Furthermore, according to the plan the main entrance way may have faced north, 
where the mosaic kantharos panel was positioned with the couches placed around the impluvium; for 
comparable examples of fountain rooms adjacent to atria and/or courtyards at see House 4 at Korinthou, 
Miaouli and Tsamadou Strs. (PI. 63 a; room 4a) and the Panaghia Field Villa fountain room, Chapter 2, 
Corinth (PI. 48 a-b); Wilson, (1990) 123, fig. 109.3 proposes a similar modification for room 2 in the Casa C 
at Tindari. It perhaps originally was an atrium with impluvium which was subsequently covered over. 

9 4 App. 103; the site is on public land and was discovered during a revamping of the city square and 
subsequently covered over, AA 27 (1971) 154; figs. 1-2. 

9 5 At As. Photela 15 and Mesologgiou Strs. there is a combination of a simple atrium with impluvium 
adjacent to a mosaic paved courtyard (?) with well, AA 34 (1979) 144-6, fig. 10. 

9 6 The walls that face onto this large open area were clad in marble, AA 26 (1971) 154. 
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feature for impluvia. I suspect that the depth of the tank, the existence of a balustrade between the 

columns, and the sculptural fragments found inside the basin, may point to a different interpretation 

of the so-called 'impluvium'. It may indeed belong to a type of decorative water basin or nymphaeum 

similar to those commonly placed within the courtyards or rooms of the domestic assemblages of 

northern Italy,9 8 but only a detailed study of these remains can answer this question. In conclusion, 

however, the practice of incorporating multiple and diverse types of courts, into a single residence is 

commonly found in the west, as noted in the house of the Vettii at Pompeii which features a 

peristyle garden courtyard, an atrium and a nymphaeum (PI. 65 b). 

The third type of atrium unit, the peristyle atrium, is represented at Patras by structures 

located in the Lower City at Karaiskake and Miaouli 67-73 (PI. 65 d) , 9 9 and at Kanakare 205 (PI. 65 

c) . 1 0 0 The remains of the former are those of a significant edifice as indicated by the marble-paved 

stepped impluvium and the (3 x 3?) colonnade that supported a compluviate roof. 1 0 1 Additional 

enclosed space to the north, which possibly served as an open courtyard, boasted an elliptical 

marble-faced tank at its north end. 1 0 2 This decorative feature may assist in interpreting this open 

area (d) as a private garden. The tank would have been visible from the atrium and from any room 

positioned on the opposite side, S-SW. According to the material evidence found beneath the floor 

9 7 No measurements are provided but in the photograph the basin appears to be much deeper than a average 
impluvium. 

9 8 For northern Italy see Rimini, area K, in George (1997) 8-9, fig. 48. 

9 9 App. 104; AA 30 (1975) 102, fig. 1. 

1 0 0 App. 105; AA 35 (1980) 182, pi. 79. 

1 0 1 It is unknown whether there were additional columns, since the plan is incomplete. 

, 0 2 ^4 30(1975) 102. 
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mosaics and in the fill, a date for the first phase of the building can be assigned to the first half of 

the 1st century A C . 1 0 3 

A plan of the Kanakare 205 example did not appear in the archaeological reports. 

Information on this edifice, therefore, is extracted from the brief account submitted to the 

Archaeological Service and from observations based on the published photograph (PI. 65 c). The 

'possible' impluvium, according to the report, appears to have been surrounded by three columns on 

each side that supported the roof and created porticoes on all four sides. 1 0 4 Fragments of these 

supports were discovered within the impluvium. The large orthogonal room with the elaborate 

figural mosaic of the god Nile seated on a crocodile and facing the western portico has features 

which support the identification of this room as a dining area. 1 0 5 The axial alignment at times 

observed between the triclinium and impluvium in Roman domestic architecture, as seen for 

example in the 2 n d century A C Casa de los Pajaros, Italica (PI. 70 c), is absent from this example. 1 0 6 

Other features worth mentioning in this dwelling are the two additional marble-lined 

impluvia, to the west and south of the peristyle, which were smaller in size but possessed a well, 

1 0 3 Date is based on 1st century BC shards found beneath the atrium of House A and the room (X9) with 
the mosaic pavement from House B, AA 30 (1975) 101-2, fig. 1. Lamps found in the fill of the excavated site 
date from the end of the 4th century B C to the first half of the 1st century A C , while the earliest coin found is 
one from Ageira (330 BC) and the latest from the mint of Arcadius (AD 346-350). An Augustan assarius 
(27-23 BC) was also discovered. 

1 0 4 According to the report, the impluvium was almost square, paved with marble and had a marble 
rectangular basin in the SE side into which a lead pipe conducted water. A terracotta conduit, on the other 
hand, directed water away from the impluvium AA 35 (1980) 182; another element which may support the 
identification of this structure as a 'peristyle atrium: is the very wide portico in the northern side that provides 
access to the room with the mosaic pavement. 

1 0 5 Features, which identify this room as a triclinium, for example, are the direct access to the atrium/court 
and the elaborate floor pavement. The central figural panel, in fact, dictated the layout of the dining couches, 
which were arranged on three sides of the room, while the fourth side was left open. 

1 0 6 In the San Rocco villa at Francolise, (PI. 71 a), the triclinium is off to the side of the peristyle court like 
the Patraean example; for the Casa de los Pajaros, Italica see, Meyer (1999) 104, fig. 3 A. 
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each with a distinct well head. 1 0 7 These added elements indicate that the original domestic unit was 

one of substantial size. The Roman period date assigned to the dwelling is of course rather broad, 

but this all too clearly reflects the need for a detailed study of the pottery remains and other small 

finds. Such an investigation would assist in establishing a more precise chronological framework 

within which the architectural and decorative body of evidence can be assigned. 

The fourth category of Patraean houses is the garden atrium. It commonly integrates two or 

more types of 'courts' of which one was a garden (App. 106-109). In this classification the atrium 

or courtyard is combined with a peristyle garden courtyard (App. 110-116). There are no complete 

plans or detailed accounts of these large spacious dwellings of the elite, so consequently the 

following conclusions are tentative and based only on the salvage reports. Nonetheless, from this 

limited body of evidence two subtypes of garden courtyards can be distinguished. 

The first includes a combination of a simple orthogonal atrium with impluvium, and a 

T no 

garden atrium. hi the latter example, the impluvium was converted into a garden fountain as 

represented in a split level villa at Agraphon Str. where an inner channel and central orthogonal base 

with cut away corners was added (PI. 66 a-b; App. 107). This converted impluvium may originally 

have supported some type of fountain as demonstrated by the intricate system of drains found 

beneath the atrium floor. 1 0 9 Similar plans of garden atria have been identified at Sparta (PI. 87 a.-b) 

and Athens (PI. 18c-d). 1 1 0 

Variations of the garden atrium can be found in the house at Karatza 17-19 (App. 108). The 

edifice appears to have been originally designed as a simple tetrastyle atrium unit in the 1st century 

1 0 7 The impluvia are identified in the Greek reports with the term 'dexamene,' reservoir, AA 35 (1980) 182, 
pi. 39 b. 

1 0 8 The atrium/impluvium courtyard is not indicated on the plan. 

109 AA 40 (1985) 108; another garden atrium with impluvium was identified at Agraphon 10-12 (App. 107), 
AA 33 (1978) 79. The orthogonal channel was lined with marble. 

1 1 0 For Athens see, Chapter 1, supra 57-8; for Sparta see, Chapter 4, infra 244-5. 
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A C , but was enhanced in the 2nd century by the addition of an open air covered garden with a 

peristyle support —a pergola— erected just north of the impluvium (PI. 66 c - d ) . m This central 

feature was defined by an outer rectangular frame and by two inner octagonal frames, set one within 

the other. The pavement was composed of tiles, brick fragments, tesserae and irregular stones that 

provided a rustic appearance (PI. 66 d). 

The most popular plan is of course the peristyle garden, which is found in the larger 

Patraean establishments. In these examples the garden becomes a primary component of courtyard 

embellishment from the 2nd century A C on . 1 1 3 The simple Hellenistic peristyle courtyard without 

garden, of which independent examples have not as yet been found at Patras, has been transformed 

into a garden and skilfully integrated into the larger atrium residences whose owners wished to 

create a villa-type atmosphere within an urban context. Such a practice, as seen here in the Patraean 

houses has also, been observed in the houses of Pompeii, Herculaneum and elsewhere.1 1 4 The 

Patraean dwellings, therefore, combine elements of the traditional Hellenistic and Roman 

courtyards following a trend established long ago in the Republican houses of Pompeii and 

Herculaneum. 

In the west these peristyle gardens appear during the 1st century A C . At Patras, with the 

exception of the House at the Psylalonia 15-16 (Pis. 67 a-b), the excavated examples have not been 

studied and therefore no conclusive dates have been assigned as yet. The Psylalonia garden 

1 1 1 Catling (1985-86) 32-3; AA 32 (1977) 74, 76; another tetrastyle atrium with a low balustrade, marble 
lined tank and a semicircular marble lined fountain base was excavated at Lontou 107 (App. 106), AA 33 
(1978) 81, pi. 24 d. 

1 1 2 Jzf 32(1977) 76. 
1 1 3 (App. 110-116); in fact, their popularity appears to have continued into Late Antiquity as suggested by 

the discovery of a 'late Roman' house with a peristyle garden at Akte Dymaion 7. In this example a simple 
orthogonal channel without semicircular extensions surrounds the garden, AA (1987) 139-40, fig. 1, pi. 76 b. 

1 1 4 Zanker (1998) 172; the columnar atrium with a garden peristyle found in Campania was also identified 
at Agrigento (the Casa della Gazella, the Casa del Atrio Tetrastelio) and at Marsala, House on Capo Boeo, 
Wilson (1990) 114-6, 123. 
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peristyle may have been constructed in the late 1st century A C judging from the archaeological 

reports that clearly mention certain alterations conducted to the villa in the 2nd century (PI. 67 c); 

this I fact implies that it was perhaps erected in the 1st century. But it is not made clear in the 

reports what features of the garden peristyle, as shown on the plans, belong to the first phase. 1 1 5 

Other factors, which support the proposal for the introduction of the garden peristyle 

courtyard in the 1st century A C , primarily the latter part, should also be taken into consideration. 

There is evidence to suggest that the city witnessed a sudden increase in the level of prosperity from 

the second half of the 1st and beginning of the 2nd centuries A C , as indicated, for example, by the 

dramatic increase of imported objects.1 1 6 The arrival of Roman merchants, 1 1 7 the city's prominent 

location and its significant commercial port that maintained close ties with central and southern 

Italy, 1 1 8 were all contributing factors that encouraged the introduction of western elements to the 

Patraean dwelling. Consequently, certain domestic luxuries prominent in Italian dwellings — such 

as the peristyle gardens of Campania for example — were introduced. The abundant and continuous 

water supply required to maintain the fountains and gardens was provided by the Patraean aqueduct, 

which in turn assisted in the widespread adoption of the garden peristyle and the introduction of 

garden elements into the atria of the city's domestic units. 

1 1 5 App. 111; the plan from Eleias and Erenstrole Strs. was not dated, but according to the reports, AA 32 
(1973-74) 360, a 1st century shard was found in the garden channel; the Psylalonia 15-16 house was 
constructed in the 1st century and the atrium and peristyle garden underwent changes in the 2nd, AA 32 
(1977) 82; no dates were provided for the peristyle garden at Leontou Str, Tomlinson (1994-95) 17, 
Tsamadou and Io. Vlachou Strs., AA 42 (1987) 142, and at Hagiou Demetriou and Botsare Strs., AA 42 
(1987) 139. 

1 1 6 Petropoulos and Rizakis (1994) 199. 

1 1 7 Rizakis (1990) 321, cited in Petropoulos (1999) 41, n. 217. 

1 1 8 Petropoulos (1999) 141; supra 164, n. 20; other evidence for continued contact with Italy is suggested 
by the coin and epigraphic evidence. Nero may have founded, as Petropoulos suggests, a second Roman 
colony at Patras upon his visit in A D 66 or 67 as implied by the new name of the city that appears on the 
coinage: Gen(ius) Col(oniae) Ner(oniae) Patr(ensis). Hadrian also honors the city and according to a 
dedicatory inscription was responsible for the erection of various public monuments, Petropoulos (1999) 41. 
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In this fourth type of Patraean dwelling the colonnaded courtyard was transformed into a 

garden by the addition of a channel built of two low walls that framed an open area and formed 

semicircular tanks at intervals (PI. 67 a-b). 1 1 9 In the more elaborate versions the semicircular tanks 

120 

and channels, which had an average width of around half a metre, were commonly clad entirely 

in marble. For the humbler domains hydraulic plaster was an option and terracotta tiles were at 

times used for the channel floor. Along the edge of the dram, stone bases were placed at 

intervals. These supported a stone colonnade, or in some instances brick-built supports were used to 
1 9^ 

carry the roof of the porticoes. 

These garden peristyle courtyards appear to have been the focal point of the more substantial 

domestic units and were framed along one side by a triclinium with elaborate mosaic floors (PI. 67 

c) and along another often by an atrium, with or without supports, or courtyard. The most 

informative house plan of this group that appears to incorporate all three elements —peristyle 

garden, atrium and triclinium — was uncovered in the Upper City at Psylalonia 15-16. It boasts a 

119 AA 32 (1977) 82; AA 42 (1987) 139, 142; Tomlinson, AR (1994-95) 17. 

1 2 0 The channel at Psylalonia 15-16 was 50 cm wide, AA 32 (1977) 82, and at the Photopoulou plot, AA 42 
(1987) 139, it was 40 cm. In other examples no measurements are stated in the reports. 

1 2 1 In the possible peristyle garden at Lontou 42, the inner and outer walls of the semicircular tanks and 
canals and the floor pavement were of marble plaques, AA 43 (1988) 151, fig. 3. According to the report 
around the outer wall of this garden stone bases (0.78 x 0.82 m) were placed that served as supports for 
columns and/or statues. In light of the similarities with the other examples discovered in the city, perhaps 
these were column bases for a peristyle. Furthermore, of interest are the few remains of a monumental central 
decoration (fountain ?) similar to those that adorned the western villas see also, McKay (1975) 52, fig. 16 and 
54, fig. 19. 

1 2 2 At Niketa and Karatza Strs, the walls of the channel were plastered with hydraulic cement, AA 35 
(1980) 191; terracotta tiles were used at Hagiou Demetriou and Botsare Strs., AA 42 (1987) 139, and at 
Tsamadou and Io. Blachou Strs., AA 42 (1987) 142. 

1 2 3 No mention of a colonnade/supports in the garden courtyards at Niketa 9-13 and Karatza Strs. (PI. 68 a), 
AA 35 (1980) 191, or at Eleias and Erenstrole 39 (PI. 67 c), AA 29 (1973-74) 360, fig. 11. Judging from the 
plans, the size of these garden courtyards appears substantial and, therefore, must have required supports. 
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tetrastyle atrium to the west of the garden courtyard and what appears to be a triclinium in the SW 

corner, based on the floor mosaics and the wide entryway (PI. 65 b ) . 1 2 4 

The remaining domestic plans of the garden peristyle-type house, albeit fragmentary, 

include the remains of a mosaic paved triclinium (X7) and possibly a peristyle garden at Niketa and 

Karatza Strs. (PI. 68 a), 1 2 5 as well as a simple open courtyard and peristyle garden combination at 

Hagiou Demetriou and Botsare Strs. (PI. 67 d) . 1 2 6 The latter example appears to have originally 

been a simple Greek courtyard house, with well and parallel drains to the north and south, which 

was modified at a later date by the addition of the fashionable peristyle garden element to the 

west. This combination of garden courtyard, atrium and triclinium, bears a considerable 

resemblance to the type of house plan that emerged during the final phase at Pompeii (62-79 A C ) 

and is represented by the House of the Vettii (PI. 65 d) . 1 2 8 In this new domestic plan the atrium, 

which functioned more like a vestibule, was no longer the focal point of the residence. It was 

supplanted by the peristyle, which served as an ornamental garden adorned with sculpture, 

fountains, plants, and ponds. From this garden peristyle the more important rooms of the household, 

such as the triclinium and the atrium, were readily accessible. Absent from this modified atrium are 

App. 111; the Plan 67 a and b indicate the two phases of the structure, the first perhaps in the 1st century 
A C and phase H in the 2nd century A C , AA (1977) 80, 8-84, figs. 11-2. 

1 2 5 App. 115; triclinium and garden courtyard at Niketa and Karatza Strs, AA 35 (1980) 191-2, and at Eleias 
and Erenstrole Strs. (PI. 67 c), AA 29 (1973-74) 360-1. No mention is made in the latter example of any 
connection between the garden courtyard and the triclinium. 

1 2 6 At Hagiou Demetriou and Botsare Strs., in the Upper City, AA 42 (1987) 140. 

1 2 7 App. 114; the report only mentions that "this was a Roman period house which at a later phase was 
altered," AA (1987) 139, 141, fig. 2, pi. 77 a. Dates and phases are not distinguished. From the photograph 
though, pi. 77 a, it appears that the peristyle garden was placed in part over the courtyard with well and side 
drains. 

1 2 8 For houses at Pompeii with a similar plan, such as the House of Venus, the House of Gavius Rufus, and 
the House of Calce see, Richardson (1988) 311. 
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the traditional tablinum and alae, which were the primary components of the atrium in the older 

130 

Pompeian houses, such as the House of the Faun or the House of the Labyrinth (PI. 68 b-c). 

The atrium as a traditional symbol of the Roman aristocracy had lost its original religious 

and social connotations and had become merely a status symbol, associated with wealth and 

prestige. The House of the Vettii for example, probably belonged to affluent wine merchants from 

the freedman class, as did many of the large Pompeian dwellings. 1 3 1 At Patras these peristyle 

garden/atrium homes, which are numerous and can be found both in the Upper and Lower City, 

may likewise have belonged to a wealthy merchant class of freedmen origins, from Campania 

perhaps, just as their Pompeian counterparts.132 The appearance of the atrium unit outside of Italy 

carries additional symbolism however, for it is not only a symbol of wealth and prestige but also a 

symbol of national identity. It was an emblem of Romanitas that may initially have been used to 

stress one's origins and, perhaps, to distinguish a Roman citizen/colonist from the local Hellenic 

elements and foreigners residing at Patras. This theory could illustrate why the Roman type domus 

persisted at Patras and at other sites during the Roman period, despite the fact that it was no longer 
133 

fashionable in Italy. 

1 2 9 Richardson (1988) 311; in the house of the Vettii, however, the alae from the earlier plan were 
incorporated into the later phase. 

1 3 0 Richardson, (1988) 173, 311, points out that the combination of peristyle and atrium appears earlier, at 
the Villa of Mysteries at Pompeii (PI. 68 d), where according to him the peristyle served a different function, 
that of a work area and not an ornamental garden. After A D 62 the villa underwent numerous alterations, on a 
grander scale, but no modifications to the peristyle courtyard are mentioned by Richardson, (1988) 359, who 
points out that the villa maintained its agricultural activities. 

1 3 1 The house belonged to A. Vettius Restitutus and A. Vettius Conviva, who according to Richardson 
(1988) 324, may have been freedmen since they had the same praenomen and one at least was an augustalis; 
however it is important to emphasize the fact, as Dwyer, (1991) 25-32, points out, that in the provincial towns 
of Pompeii and Herculaneum the traditional Republican functions of the domus were retained up to A D 79, as 
the majority of house plans, finds and decorations suggest. 

1 3 2 Inhabitants of veteran descent from Patras may also have owned such establishments. 

1 3 3 For a discussion on the Italian domus in the Imperial period see supra nn. 85-6. 
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The final type of Patraean house is the simple courtyard unit. To date establishments of this 

type have surfaced only in the Lower City (specifically the S W section) and appear to be simple 

unpretentious structures with a limited number of rooms around two, or all four sides of a 

courtyard. 1 3 4 They have humble floor pavements of lime plaster, gravel, tiles or stone. 1 3 5 Fresh 

water conduits are of clay, rather than lead pipes, and at times they are associated with some type 

of domestic industry/workshop.137 

The house at Korinthou 337 (PI. 69 a) is of a typical Hellenic plan and the largest of the 

excavated courtyard units. It has a central rectangular courtyard with what appears to be a circular 

well in its north-eastern side. 1 3 8 The type of wall construction employed is not of the Roman variety 

found in the other domestic units of the city: opus quasi-reticulatum, reticulatum, testaceum, and 

opus mixtum^9 In contrast, the outer walls of this example are of large poros stone with internal 

wall division of stone rubble and tile, bound with mortar. 1 4 0 The plan and material of construction of 

1 3 4 For other courtyard structures see Miaouli 55-57, AA 32 (1977) 86-7, 89, Korinthou 337, AA 30 (1975) 
108, and Tsamadou and Hypsylantou 245, AA 30 (1975) 106; Catling (1983-84) 31. 

135 AA 32 (1977) 86; AA 30 (1975) 106. 

1 3 6 Found at the courtyard houses at Miaouli 55-57, AA 32 (1977) 86. 

1 3 7 For the extensive use of lead pipes see, supra 168; AA 32 (1977) 87; in addition to domestic industrial 
units within the city of Patras which may have followed the simple courtyard plan, outside the city, in the 
rural areas, large farm houses with wine presses, stone mills and large storage areas for grain may also have 
followed a similar plan. These often supplanted Hellenistic farm houses, such as the Roman farm house at 
Thermopylon 35, which witnessed continuous use to the end of the 6th century as suggested by architectural 
remains, and coin and shard evidence, AA 50 (1995) 194-6, fig. 2, pi. 75 b; another type of courtyard farm 
house is the villa maritima, which supplied the. market with fish. One such possible structure of significance 
was identified with other farm units along the coast, at Akte Dydaion, where a hypocaust and fragmentary 
remains of mosaic pavements were identified, AA 50 (1995) 205, fig. 10. 

1 3 8 The date is not indicated but a coin of Commodus was found in the fill of the excavated area, AA 30 
(1975) 108; tile floor pavements are found at other Greek cities of the Roman period, for Athens see, 
Koumanoudes (1974-75) 18 and for the Prytaneion at Eleusis see Travlos (1955) 65. 

139 Opus caementicium used for the walls of an unidentified Roman period structure, AA 49 (1990) 214. 

1 4 0 ^ d 30 (1975) 106. 
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this structure may indicate that the owners were local inhabitants or foreigners from the eastern 

Mediterranean or Magna Graecia. 1 4 1 

Several of these courtyard homes were also centres of industrial activity in which a simple 

open space was more suitable than an atrium. Ownership of these establishments need not 

necessarily be assigned to the local inhabitants, but even Roman colonists whose livelihoods were 

based on industrial activities may have owned such assemblages. Therefore, the simple courtyard 

home was not exclusive to the native population. The Roman citizen Crespeinus, for example, is a 

potter whose name appears incised on construction materials throughout the city: on roof tiles from 

the villa at Psyla Alonia Square, 1 4 2 on baked bricks from a balneum in the Upper City, and on other 

structures within the city. 1 4 3 This evidence points to an important brick and tile making industry 

owned by a Roman citizen of Patras who may have operated within a courtyard establishment along 

the outskirts of the city. 1 4 4 

These industrial domestic units varied in size and were provided with rooms along two or 

more sides of a central rectangular open space. A group of three (A, B , C) was located at Miaouli 

55-57 (PI. 69 b). The two units, A and B , that aligned the street to the north were of the same 

rectangular design and with the same number of rooms around a courtyard (xl4a and x8) accessed 

directly from the street. Basic amenities included latrines, domestic drains that directed wastewater 

to street drains, and terracotta pipes that brought in fresh water. The three small kilns found in three 

141 Supra 172ff, nn. 63-64; Wilson, (1990) 114, points out that Roman concrete was not used in the 
construction of houses in Roman Sicily, but rather stone rubble walls were favoured. 

U2AA 29 (1971) 150, 140ff.; supranAO. 

1 4 3 At Maizonos 177-179 and Miaouli Strs., AA 27 (1972) 287. 

1 4 4 In the case of Crespeinus, who appears to have owned a substantial operation, things may have been 
different. He perhaps resided in a more elaborate dwelling located in a prominent district, such as the Upper 
City, while his workshop was perhaps located in the industrial district of the city, which extended from the 
western side of the Northern Cemetery and continued southward towards the Southern Cemetery, closer to 
the harbour area. Towards the south this industrial band was interrupted by a main central road and a 
residential area; for the industrial district see, Petropoulos (1999) 60-1 and 47, fig. 1. 
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of the rooms at this site (rooms not indicated) along with many bone and bronze implements, and 

fragments of blue coloured pigments indicate that these were small domestic workshops. 1 4 5 

The third unit, C , to the south, however, is much larger, (PI. 69 c), with five thresholds (a, b, 

c, d, e) from the first phase of the structure opening on to a central courtyard with well (16a). 1 4 6 

Evidence of increased prosperity and a change perhaps in the function of this dwelling, is indicated 

by the addition of a marble clad impluvium which took up the western half of the courtyard and 

blocked part of the wel l . 1 4 7 It may be that by the second Roman period the impluvium was no 

longer associated with a particular group of people, but had become by this time merely a status 
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symbol that could be affixed to any domestic plan where material wealth permitted. 

Often an increase of wealth seems to have led to the purchase of an adjacent unit, as noted in 

the example at Kanare 54 and Korinthou from an industrial area in the Lower City (PI. 69 c). Here 

the courtyard unit (A) to the west served as a workshop area as indicated by the well and two tanks 

located in the courtyard, and by the plethora of bronze and bone implements. 1 4 9 On the other hand, 

, 4 i ^ 4 32(1977) 87. 

1 4 6 All thresholds remain in situ, AA (1977) 86, pi. 63 a; reports do not mention the finds and the type of 
industrial activity that took place here, idem 86-87. 

1 4 7 ^32(1977) 86. 

1 4 8 No specific dates have been assigned to the two phases observed in this structure, and in the two units 
to the north. Finds from all three houses date from the 1st to the mid 3rd centuries A C , AA 32 (1977) 86-7, 
89; the two building phases were distinguished according to the two different types of wall construction: semi 
wrought stones and square brick for the initial phase, and primarily opus testaceum for the second phase and 
some stone surrounded by brick (plinthoperikleisto system) was also used, idem 86, pi. 63 a. Therefore the 
first phase may be (early Roman) covering primarily the 1st century A C , while the second may cover the 2nd 
and early 3rd centuries; according to the finds in the destruction layer (which are not listed by the excavators), 
structures were destroyed in the second half of the 3rd century, idem 87; the only dated objects mentioned 
from the site are one 1st century A C lamp and one 3rd century A C lamp, idem 87, 89. 

149 AA 29 (1973-74) 351. 
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the possible marble-lined bath and mosaic pavements in the eastern unit suggest that this area may 

have served as private quarters.1 5 0 

Some of the larger homes found in this industrial area of the city probably had rental units 

that fronted a main thoroughfare and were entered only from the street, like those found in many of 

the cities of the east (Corinth) and west (Pompeii). 1 5 1 One such example appears to be Room X2 at 

Karaiskake 213 and Miaouli (PI. 69 d) . 1 5 2 The function of the room is confirmed by the presence of 

only a single access, as indicated by the wide threshold with grooves used for sliding doors to close 
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the shop entrance. Similar shop entrances have been found at Pompeii, Ostia and Rome. A 

second example was located on Hypsylantou 233, near the port, where the remains of possibly three 

shops (A, B , C) lined the streets (PI. 70 a). The western room was definitely a workshop area as 

indicated by the three hearths and well found there. 1 5 4 Often in cases like these, where a series of 

industrial units open on to a street, as observed along the Theatre Street at Corinth, domestic 

apartments may have existed above them, or on a mezzanine floor. 1 5 5 

1 5 0 Room with marble revetted walls and marble floor pavement was, perhaps, a bath area, AA 29 (1973-
74)351. 

1 5 1 See Chapter 1, Athens, supra 44; and Corinth, Chapter 2, supra 119ff. 

1 5 2 The marble remains of a courtyard (?) pavement and parts of rooms belong to the main residence, while 
wall 3 appears to be the dividing wall between two residences, AA 32 (1977) 82. 

1 5 3 Papapostolou (1971) 310; for a possible second shop at Korinthou 288 and Kanare Str. see, AA 32 
(1977) 99; identified by a 2.5 m groove of the threshold which supported a system of door leaves that were 
used to close off the store fronts like those found at Ostia, Pompeii and Rome, Gassner (1986) 29, and by the 
large quantities of both Patraean and foreign coins discovered here, Papapostolou (1991) 310. 

1 5 4 A broad 'Roman period' is assigned to these structural remains, AA 32 (1977) 89, however, two phases 
have been observed in the wall remains. In the initial phase walls were built in opus reticulatum while in a 
later remodeling opus testaceum was employed. Judging from the type of construction techniques and 
building materials employed (infra 202-3) a 1st century A C date can be assigned to the first phase, and a 2 n d 

to early 3r d centuries for the second phase. 

1 5 5 See Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 118ff. 
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General observations concerning the various principal elements of a Patraean domestic unit 

can assist in defining the general characteristics of the city's private residences. The entrances in the 

Patraean houses varied in type and number, and depended on the number of streets and alleyways to 

which a unit had access. For example, the dual impluvium house at Korinthou, Miaouli and 

Tsamadou Strs., which is framed by thoroughfares on three sides, has three entrances (PI. 63 a). 

The domestic unit was entered either through a simple passageway, with or without steps, that led 

directly into a courtyard (P1.63 c; House A) a vestibule, or a corridor (PI. 63 b) . 1 5 6 A l l types are 

present in Greek domestic design. 

The third type of entranceway is the veranda/porch. A distyle porch adorned the entrance to 

an atrium house (B) at Niketa 26-30 (PI. 63 c). Parallels from the early Hellenistic period can be 

sought in the House of Dionysos from Pella (330-320 B C ) , 1 5 7 and later in northern Campania, in the 

1st century A C San Rocco villa at Francolise (PI. 71 a). 1 5 8 A prostyle version of this exterior 

facade, designed to imitate monumental architecture, can perhaps be seen in the House of the 

Diomedes at Pompeii where a columnar porch was added to monumentalize the entrance during the 

last phase of Pompeii ( A D 62-79) (PI. 70 b) . 1 5 9 For an earlier version of this example, however, one 

must turn to the houses at Kassope (PI. 102 b) . 1 6 0 

The structure at As. Photela 15 and Mesologgiou Strs. had an impressive facade with a wide marble 
stepped entrance leading into a courtyard. The three lower marble steps survive, AA 34 (1979) 144, fig. 146, 

' pi. 43 a. 

1 5 7 For a reconstruction of the House of Dionysos at Pella see, Walter-Karyde (1996) 15, fig. 10. 

1 5 8 Ward-Perkins (1981) 195-6, fig. 118, villa of the early 1st century A C ; von Blanckenhagen et al. (1965) 
62, indicate that the second phase of the building, at which point the peristyle and the possible columnar 
entrance were added, dates to the third quarter of the 1st century A C . 

1 5 9 These porches provided shelter and protected the door; for other examples see also the House on the 
Esquiline Hill in Rome (PI. 71 c) of the 1st or 2nd centuries, Ward-Perkins (1981) 192, fig. 116. 

1 6 0 Hoepfher and Schwandner (1986) 113, Abb. 110,114-5, Abb. 114. 
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This exterior embellishment of a dwelling with the addition of columnar supports, as found 

in the distyle porch of House B at Niketa Str., is a rather humble and, perhaps, more urban version 

of a trend that prevailed in summer villas; reminicent in fact, of the portico facades that once graced 

the sea-side villas along the Campanian coastline. However, this addition of a veranda or a 

colonnaded stoa on the exterior of the more substantial dwelling was not a Roman invention. These 

elements, in fact, had become characteristic features of the Hellenistic houses in some areas of 

Macedonia: Petres, Aiane and Vergina. 1 6 1 The columnar-type entrance, therefore, was part of an 

architectural trend that served to monumentalize the exterior of the household while at the same 

time providing a protective shelter. This trend, which has its roots in Hellenistic Macedonia, 

became widespread in the later part of the 1st and 2nd centuries A C as seen in the colonnaded 

entrance way of a villa at Naoussa. 1 6 2 

Another important architectural element introduced during the Roman period as already 

mentioned in Athens, is the apse. 1 6 3 At Patras, however, there appear to be a number of examples, 

which unfortunately have not been closely dated, but judging from the reports they may be as early 

as the 1st and 2nd centuries A C . The examples from Erenstrole 31-35, have numerous phases but 

their exact function and relationship with the other remains of the household are unknown (PI. 72 

a). 1 6 4 The apsidal structure at Erenstrole 65, on the other hand, is probably a bathing unit as 

For the opening up of the Greek house to include an interior court and an external veranda, porch, or 
stoa see, the Hellenistic House at Vergina, Tsigarida and Hadad (1993) 72-3; for the porch at Kassope, 
Hoepfher and Schwandner (1986) 184-5; and Pandermalis (1976) 394-5, for the exterior stoa in the palace at 
Vergina; for the exterior stoa at Baltanetto, Naoussa, of the Roman period see, Petsas (1965) 36-8, fig. 1. 

1 6 2 Petsas (1964) 36, 38; it would be interesting to trace the development of the exterior veranda and stoa 
from the early Hellenistic period to early Roman times, in order to verify its continuity or not. 

1 6 3 See Chapter 1, Athens, supra 58ff. 

1 6 4 Apse, XI2, had a tank (impluvium?) with a drain leading to the main road, AA 33 (1978) 82-84, fig. 1, 
pis. 26-7 a-b. 
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suggested by the drainage system, tank, terracotta conduit and the curved plastered surface that 

covers the floor and connecting wal l . 1 6 5 

The impluvia are commonly square or rectangular, simple or more ornate, often with a 

stepped recess creating an outer and inner impluvium (PI. 65 d) . 1 6 6 They are commonly lined in 

marble and appear to vary in depth, from shallow structures to ones with descending steps (PI. 65 
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a). These variations along with the absence of a cistern beneath the impluvia for the collection of 

water distinguished the Patraean models from those of a traditional Roman type. Just as their 

Roman counterparts, however, they were equipped with an outflow system, consisting primarily of 

terracotta conduits that directed water out to the main street drains, and with an inflow system of 

lead pipes. 1 6 8 The latter brought in fresh water for domestic use and adornment, to fountains and 

ornamental gardens. 1 6 9 Finally, wherever possible they also incorporated earlier wells. 1 7 0 

Domestic shrines are also an important component of the household, as they were in the 

Hellenistic period. Beneath the peristyle atrium of House A from Karaiskake and Miaoule Strs., (PI. 

165 AA 33 (1978) 80-1, pl. 24 c. 

1 6 6 In House B at Karaiskake and Miaouli Strs., AA 30 (1975) 100-1, fig. 101; a stepped cistern/'impluvium 
with fountains was identified at Neophytou 42, AA 36 (1981) 157, pl. 99. It dates to the 2nd to 3rd centuries 
based on lamps of ca A D 200 that were found in the destruction layer of a room; a unique L-shaped 
impluvium lined with marble and with a step on one side was discovered at Kanare 66-70, AA 33 (1978) 87, 
pl. 28 c; a rectangular brick built impluvium with an inner octagonal form was discovered at Kanare 48-52, 
AA 34 (1979) 144, fig. 10, pl. 42 

1 6 7 For a set of steps see the impluvium at Psyla Alonia Square, AA 26 (1971) 151-2, fig. 1, pl. 128 b; for 
marble a impluvium at Boukaouri 5 see, AA 49 (1990) 217, pl. 71 a, and one at Hagiou Demetriou 98-100 
lined with greenish marble, AA 46 (1991) 138, fig. 1; one paved with terracotta tiles was excavated at Kanare 
66-70, AA 33 (1978) 87 and at Kanare 48-52 AA 34 (1979) 144, fig. 10, pl. 42. 

1 6 8 House 4 at Korinthou, Miaouli and Tsamadou Strs. had terracotta conduits, AA 29 (1973-74) 389; the 
outflow system in the stepped impluvium at Psyla Alonia Square was located high above the impluvium floor 
next to the steps and just below the stylobate, AA (1971) 150, pl. 128 b. 

1 6 9 An inflow and outflow system was located at Boukaouri Str., AA 32 (1977) 68, and at Germanou 80-82 
Str., AA 30 (1975) 71. In the latter example the drainage system here was laid with marble plaques. 

1 7 0 As for example in impluvium xl6 at Miaoule 55-57, AA 32 (1977) 87, fig. 14. 
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65 b) which earlier served as the central area of a Greek courtyard, a brick built altar and dedication 
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base were found. These were assigned a 1st century date based on the pottery remains. The altar 

was perhaps dedicated to Zeus Herkeios as was customary in classical and Hellenistic times 

according to the literary sources and the archaeological evidence. 1 7 2 This practice may have 

continued in the Greek courtyard homes of Patras where either a permanent or portable altar could 

be used. However, in cases where the impluvium took over this prime religious space, the principal 

household shrine may have been allocated to one side of the courtyard or to a small rectangular 

adjacent space. For example, the terracotta figurines, lamp, and ornate marble table leg found in 

room X 7 at the south-eastern comer of the tetrastyle impluvium house along Boukaouri 90-92 (PI. 

71a) may classify this area as a small household sanctuary.1 7 3 The mosaic pavement from Karatza 

12, on the other hand, with images of offerings on an altar, as well as knife, cock, goose and 

garlands, is also of interest (PI. 76 b) . 1 7 4 It may, for example, representation of a common 

household religious ceremony and the type of altar prevalent in the Patraean domestic unit or it 

could also be associated with a special cultic practice. 

Small lararia adjacent to a courtyard have not been identified in all the surviving house 

remains of Patras; however, as observed in the Campanian examples they should be sought 

elsewhere, in the kitchens, gardens or special rooms of a household. 1 7 5 Therefore, in some instances, 

I suspect that the wall niches located in the courtyard walls of Patraean homes, or in any other room 

1 7 1 The altar was built of baked brick, the exterior surface plastered and adorned with a molding around the 
base. The dedication base was of similar construction, AA 30 (1975) 100. 

1 7 2 See also Chapter 5, Nikopolis, infra 331ff. 

1 7 3 Fragments of a marble table leg, in relief, were found here and the types of figurines vary, although no 
description of them is provided in the reports. Among those displayed in the plates is a cupid, three headless 
females (one possibly an Artemis) and a head of a satyr, AA 32 (1977) 68, 70, pis. 53-2. 

, 7 4^J32(1977)76. 

1 7 5 George (1998) 84. 
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of the household, may have served a religious function, as did those at Corinth (niche in building 7; 
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PL 44 b) and in the cities of Vesuvius. A unique example has surfaced at Gounari 69. These 

remains of an early Roman house set on a rock cut terrace provide evidence for the existence of wall 

niches (one in each wall) and a second storey in Patraean houses (Pl. 71 d) . 1 7 7 A second niche 

adorned with frescoes from a nymphaeum located along Sisine 17-19 may have also served as a 

lararium}1* Similar wall niches found in nymphaea or gardens were popular in the houses of 

Pompeii and Herculaneum, of course not all were Lararia. 

Other niches functioned as fountains like the example at Asemake Photela 97 into which a 

water conduit was directed, 1 7 9 or quite often they were part of nymphaea that adorned the well-to-do 

households, as perhaps did the nymphaeum at Sisine 17-19 (Pis. 73 a, c). Here the east wall was 

adorned with three niches of which the top two were framed by brick-built piers. They faced on to a 

shallow tank surrounded perhaps by a balustrade and paved mosaic corridors on three sides. A 

terracotta conduit carried water from the lower niche to the main street drain. 1 8 0 In plan this 

nymphaeum resembles the one from the House of the Vettii at Pompeii (Pl. 65 b). 

Private bathing establishments, although not unknown in the Greek world, became a 

significant component of Patraean domestic architecture during the Roman period. They range in 

size and complexity from small single-roomed, tile-paved establishments for the more modest 

1 7 6 A semicircular niche was found in the courtyard wall and a second one in a room near the courtyard of a 
house at As. Photela 15 and Mesologgiou Strs., AA 34 (1979) 146, fig. 11, K I , K2; George, (1998) 87, n. 24, 
points out that statuettes of a religious function were placed in lararium niches, or on tables beneath niches in 
the atrium wall. 

1 7 7 The deep sockets set into the walls at intervals, at a height of 2.25 m around the room were used to 
insert wooden supports for second storey, AA 31 (1976) 112-4. 

1 7 8 ^Ld 32 (1977) 79. 

1 7 9 AA 35 (1980) 174, plan. 3-5, pl. 77a. It is not clear whether these remains belong to a public or private 
structure; a tank with steps and niches was placed at the northern corner of a mosaic pavement at 
Metropoletou Neophytou 10, AA 48 (1993) 113, fig. 1, pl. 41 b, at a later date. 

1 8 0 ^ 3 2 (1977) 79-80. 
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homes, to larger, more complex marble-paved floors with hypocaust systems and multiple service 

rooms for the more prominent households. Neighbourhood balnea on the other hand would have 
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provided service for the lower classes, which could not afford such an amenity. The 

sophisticated system of drains directed wastewater to the main street system while the water mains, 

often of lead, provided fresh water to all units. 1 8 2 This elaborate, water supply system assisted in the 

wide distribution and popularity of bathing establishments. 

One of the more modest examples comes from House B located at Karaiskake and Miaouli 

67-73 (Pl. 65 d). The excavated remains consist of two latrines, a bath and service corridors paved 
1 o i 

with tiles, stone plaques or roof tiles. From the domestic remains in the Lower City at Ioannou 

Blachou 12, a more elaborate bath was discovered. Despite its small size, the unit was revetted with 

marble walls and paved with terracotta tiles. 1 8 4 In the larger complexes, such as the example at 

Hagiou Demetriou 90, baths with a hypocaust system have been identified, along with a latrine and 

surrounding service rooms adorned with mosaic pavements.1 8 5 The smaller hypocaust bath at 

Panachaikou 4-6 in the Upper City had a room nearby that displayed a mosaic pavement of a hunt 
186 

scene. 

1 8 1 Due to the fragmentary remains and the nature of archaeological excavations, it is difficult to make a 
distinction between a private bathing establishment and that of a neighborhood balneum, i. e. hypocaust at 
Charalambe 39-41,^/49 (1990) 211-12, fig. 5. 

1 8 2^d30(1975) 102. 

1 8 3 ^ 3 0 (1975) 102. 

1 8 4 AA 40 (1985) 114. Remains are dated from the 1st to the 3rd-4th centuries and divided into two phases. 
The second phase was destroyed by the Heruli. 

185 AA 29 (1973-74) 370. 

186 AA 29 (1973-74) 374,407, pl. 241f. 
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C O N S T R U C T I O N T E C H N I Q U E S A N D M A T E R I A L S 

The contributions of Patraean domestic architecture to the study of Roman period 

construction techniques in the cities of mainland Greece are of primary importance. Patras, to date, 

is perhaps the only city on the Greek mainland where one can trace the development of Roman 

construction techniques outside of Italy. Furthermore, these building techniques provide possible 

evidence for the origins of Patras' Italian element, as well as evidence for the origins of Roman 

domestic construction and plan in the Roman province of Achaia. Last, the study of the city's 

domestic building materials and techniques demonstrates the adaptations employed when traditional 

Roman building materials were not available. 

The domestic remains of the Hellenistic period are quite distinct and are characterized by 
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their rubble foundations with lower walls of stone followed by a mud-brick superstructure. Large 

conglomerate blocks were often used for the prominent structures,188 while stone rubble sufficed for 

the humble domains. The internal divisions were primarily of rubble bound with mortar, as 

observed in the courtyard house at Korinthou 337 (PI. 72 b ) . 1 8 9 These construction techniques were 

not confined to the Hellenistic period but continued in use during the Roman phase. For example, 

the early Roman walls of a domestic unit excavated along Philopoimenos 54-56 that survive to 

approximately one meter in high, employed stone rubble for the foundations and semi-hewn stone 

plinths for the walls. 1 9 0 Often Roman techniques appear alongside Greek methods of construction. 

1 8 7 For rubble foundations see, AA 32 (1977) 76; for lower walls of stone see a series of stone units that 
were found in the lower city, south of Gounare Str., AA 32 (1977) 86; at Metropolitou Neophytou 47, 
workshop area with Hellenistic rubble walls without a binding element, AA 50 (1995) 202, fig. 8; Hellenistic 
houses were located in the Psyla Alonia Square, AA21 (1971) 151. 

1 8 8 From Psylalonia 15-16, AA 32 (1977) 82. These may belong to a Hellenistic residence; Hellenistic 
foundations of large conglomerate blocks were incorporated into a Roman wall at Aiolou 9 and at a house at 
Boukaouri 5, Upper City, AA 49 (1990) 215; a Hellenistic farm house at Thermopylon 35, north of the 
northern cemetery, was preserved and extended in the Roman p e r i o d ^ 50 (1995) 196, 197, fig. 3. 

1 8 9Ad30(1975) 106. 

1 9 0Jz(31 (1976)89. 
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In room X5 at Niketa 26-30 and Karatza Strs., 1 9 1 simple stone rubble walls with terracotta chips and 

mortar were erected next to others of a typical Roman masonry style. 1 9 2 In the surrounding 

farmhouses, however, characteristic of the Roman period were walls of irregular stones interspersed 

1 Q 1 

with fragmentary tiles and baked brick. 

While some original Hellenistic structures continued in use throughout the Roman period in 

other instances colonists reused materials from earlier remains for foundations, walls and garden 

walls. 1 9 4 B y the first century A C Roman construction techniques were widely employed and 

became the dominant type. Therefore, the types of wall facings found in central Italy which can be 

detected in the houses of Patras include: opus quasi-reticulatum, opus reticulatum, opus testaceum, 

and opus mixtum (Pis. 72 c, b) . 1 9 5 

Patraean domestic walls that resembled Roman wall techniques were commonly erected in 

two ways: either construction was solid throughout as noted in the brick walls of a villa bath, 1 9 6-- a 

The walls are not assigned a date. Shards, however, of the 1st and early 2nd centuries were found 
beneath some of the floor pavements of the structure, while beneath the first Roman phase of the adjacent 
road, 6th century B C to 1st century A C shards were discovered, AA 30 (1975) 111-2. 

1 9 2 The western wall of the room, which is also the western wall of the house, is constructed in opus quasi-
reticulatum, AA 30 (1975) 111. 

1 9 3 See farmhouse with wine presses/vats, and rooms with pithoi for the storage of grains, stone mill, at 
Thermopylon 35, AA 50 (1995) 196, pl. 75 b. 

1 9 4 Blocks for the foundation base of the southern impluvium of the Psyla Alonia villa were taken from 
earlier structures, AA 26 (1971) 151; large semi-wrought stone blocks and square baked brick were used in 
the walls of structures at Miaouli 55-57, AA 32 (1977) 86; for garden walls see, AA 32 (1977) 82; continuous 
(?) domestic occupation from Hellenistic to Byzantine periods was observed at Lontou 86 and Karatza Strs., 
AA 49 (1990) 217, fig. 7. 

1 9 5 These techniques although identified with Roman wall construction were not necessarily always 
identical in the use of materials and methods see, Introduction, supra 12; for example, the opus testaceum 
used in the walls of the Roman period domestic remains at Metropoletou Neophytou 47 has some stone 
rubble interspersed among the layers of brick, AA 50 (1995) 201-2; for the term opus mixtum see also 
Introduction, supra 12. 

196 AA 28 (1973) 225. 
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practice associated with the provinces -- or the brick and stone exterior was merely a decorative 

facing that covered a stone rubble and mortar core. Concrete of course was favoured on the Italian 

mainland but given the absence of pozzuolana — the primary element in Roman concrete — local 

materials were utilized to create an analogous strong core. 1 9 8 A similar compound was also 

employed in the foundations of structures into which earlier building materials were added in order 

to create a solid substructure.199 

The same type of facing was commonly applied to both sides of the wal l , 2 0 0 but at times 

they varied; for example, at Kanare 62 and Kanakare Strs. opus testaceum was used on the interior 

surface and opus mixtum on the exterior.201 Quite often a combination of techniques was employed, 

such as opus testaceum for the edges and lower parts of the wall, and opus reticulatum for the 

remaining sections, as observed in the funerary monument at Norman 88 (PI. 73 b) . 2 0 2 Within a 

1 9 7 According to Adam (1994) 143, this was common in Gaul; solid brick construction also seen in Roman 
Greece (Athens, Argos, Isthmia, Kenchreai and Olympia, Dion, Thessalonike) and Asia Minor (Ephesus, 
Tralles, Aspendus), Dodge (1987) 108 and Vitti (1993) 1693-719. 

1 9 8 Adam (1994) 127, 132; rubble and mortar core walls with varying surfaces were excavated in the 
Lower City at House A (i. e. the atrium walls) from Karaiskake and Miaouli Strs. with a quasi-reticulatum 
facing, AA 30 (1975) 100; at Tsamadou and Hypsylantou 245, with a quasi-reticulatum facing, AA 30 (1975) 
106; and at Niketa and Karatza Strs. with an opus mixtum facing of alternating bands of baked brick and 
stones, 30 (1975) 112. 

1 9 9 Foundations of this type were identified at Kanare 62 and Kanakare, but no date was assigned, AA 29 
(1973-74) 354. 

2 0 0 Walls of House 1 at Korinthou, Miaouli and Tsamadou Strs. were faced on both sides in opus 
testaceum, AA 29 (1973-74) 389. A terminus post quern date of the beginning of the 2nd century was 
established by the shards found in the walls and beneath the floor pavements, idem 391; the structure at 
Tsamadou and Hypsylantou 245 in the Lower City, was in opus quasi-reticulatum but no date is indicated, 
AA 29 (1975) 106. 

2 0 1 AA 29 (1973-74) 354. Three phases of the structure are mentioned in the report but no dates were 
assigned. 

2 0 2 AA 36 (1981) 166, 168, pi. 4, a-b. 
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203 domestic context a similar combination was observed in a room at Maizonos 111-19, while 

comparable examples from western Italy are present at Pompeii and Ostia. 2 0 4 

Since fixed dates for most of the remains have not yet been assigned, it is difficult to 

establish a clear chronological sequence of the types of wall techniques employed at Patras at any 

given point in time. Styles may overlap, while some techniques may have been used 

simultaneously or in combination with others over an extended period of time. Opus mixtum and 

opus testaceum for example, were employed in the construction of a later 1st or 2nd centuries' 

Roman house at Charalambe 65-67, that continued in use into the Late Roman period (post 

Herulian). 2 0 5 A l l subsequent re-building phases of this structure employed primarily the initial wall 
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techniques: opus mixtum and opus testaceum. 

Some type of chronological development, however, can be clearly observed at Korinthou 

288 and Kanakare. 2 0 7 In this example, earlier stone walls were superseded by walls in opus 

reticulatum that faced onto a gravel road. These in turn were supplanted by structures in opus 

testaceum, while the street was re-metalled in stone.2 0 8 This final phase can perhaps be attributed to 

the 2nd century A C , when many of the streets of Patras were paved in stone, whereas a 1st century 

2 0 3 AA 33 (1978) 89; also found in Roman domestic remains at Tsamadou 56, AA 45 (1990) 129; walls of a 
Roman atrium house at Boukaouri 5 were in the opus quasi-reticulatum and opus testaceum techniques. In 
later remodeling phases, however, opus quasi-reticulatum or opus mixtum (unequal bands of stone and brick), 
AA 49 (1990) 215-17, fig. 6; at Tsamadou 56, AA 48 (1990) 129, pl. 58 c, there appears to be alternating 
bands of opus testaceum and opus reticulatum. 

2 0 4 For Pompeii see, Adam (1994) 133, and for the Piccolo Mercato at Ostia dated to the first half of 1st 
century A C , idem 134, fig. 311. 

2 0 5 For use of term 'Late Roman' see Introduction, supra lOff. 

2 0 6v^40(1985) l l l . p l . 39 a. 

2 0 7 AA 29 (1973-74) 397. 

2 0 8 A similar chronological sequence was observed at Karatzas 12 where the structure was first built in 
opus reticulatum and then later in opus testaceum, AA 32 (1977) 76. 
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A C date can be assigned to the second phase (opus reticulatum). And last, the initial phase may 

be of Hellenistic origins, or even from the beginning of the early Roman period, the second half of 

the 1st century B C . 2 1 0 

* 211 

Opus mixtum on the other hand, which consists of alternating bands of brick and stone, 

brick and opus reticulatum,212 or brick and opus quasi-reticulatum,213 is a common building 

technique at Patras. As already pointed out in the introduction, however, the term opus mixtum as 

known in Roman architecture implies a reticulate and brick facing of a cement core. 2 1 4 It therefore 

differs from opus mixtum in the eastern Mediterranean, where brick bands extended the entire width 
215 

of the wall and only the stone bands had a mortar rubble core. In the example from Niketa and 

Karatza Strs. attempts were made to following the western practice by utilizing a mortar rubble core 

throughout.2 1 6 Dating these remains of course poses a problem for almost all examples were not 

assigned specific dates but were only broadly dated from "the Roman to the late Roman period." 2 1 7 

209 Supra 167ff. 

210 Opus reticulatum was used in the initial phase for the walls of the northern structure at Karatza 12 street 
and opus mixtum in the second Roman phase, AA 32 (1977) 76. 

2 1 1 For the most common type see, House 4 and House 5 at Korinthou, Miaouli and Tsamadou Strs., AA 
(1973-74) 389, 390. A terminus post quern for the initial Roman phase is early 2nd century, idem 391; along 
with opus mixtum, opus reticulatum was used in House 4 and opus quasi-reticulatum at house 5, but there is 
no clear indication as to whether it was used simultaneously with the opus mixtum, or whether it belongs to a 
different phase. 

2 1 2 Five rows of brick alternating with bands of stones surrounded by brick plinths in a reticulate pattern 
(plinthoperikleisto) were excavated in the N E corner of the Psyla Alonia Square, AA 26 (1971) 155. 

2 1 3 At Polygyrou 13, AA 33 (1978) 91; at Erenstrole 43, AA 50 (1995) 200, fig. 7. It is unclear, however, if 
these techniques were in alternating bands (opus mixtum) or if the construction of walls varied. 

2 1 4 For a facing of alternating bands of brick and stone see House at Niketa and Karatza Strs., AA 30 (1975) 
112. 

2 1 5 Dodge (1987) 108. 

2 1 6 Evidence perhaps for the presence of Italian workmen or architects. 

2 1 7 AA 26 (1971) 155; AA 40 (1985) 111; AA 33 (1978) 89. 
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A n overview of the chronological development of Patraean wall styles may be sought in the 

corresponding advancements of wall techniques in Italy. At Rome, opus quasi-reticulatum appears 

in the last decades of the 2nd century B C in both public and private structures, whereas in Campania 

it was introduced much later; at Pompeii, for example, after 80 B C . This method of construction is 

superseded by opus reticulatum, which was the preferred choice in the early imperial period and 

continued in use down to the first half of the 2nd century. 2 1 8 At Patras quasi-reticulatum appears 

much later. The earliest example to date belongs to around the early 1st century and persists down 

to the late 1st to early 2nd centuries.2 1 9 In the past, common opinion held that few examples of opus 
990 

reticulatum existed outside of Italy and in the western provinces. Excavations in the past two 

decades, however, have radically changed this view since many examples have surfaced elsewhere 

in the Mediterranean: Caesarea, Jerusalem, Jericho, Elaeussa, Troy, Naoussa, Philippi, Athens and 

Corinth, etc. 2 2 1 The architectural evidence revealed at Patras identifies her as an important 

provincial centre for the study of Roman construction methods outside the Italian mainland. 

In Italy during the first half of the 2nd century opus reticulatum was supplanted by brick 

construction, opus testaceum222 which had already made its debut in the 1st century and was used 

2 1 8 Coarelli (1977) 16; for examples in domestic architecture see, idem 14-5; Adam (1994) 130. 

2 1 9 Ostraca beneath the atrium floor of house A at Karaiskake and Miaouli Strs. date to the 1st century BC, 
AA 30 (1975) 100; see AA 30 (1975) 111, for the west wall of tetrastyle atrium house that faces the street. 
Shards beneath this street date from the 6th century BC to the 1 st century A C . 

2 2 0 According to Adam, (1994) 131, in "the Eastern Mediterranean there are only two examples of its use 
of any importance"; for these two examples see also, Torelli (1980) 154 and n. 90. 

2 2 1 For Corinth see Chapter, 2, supra 130ff; for the remaining cities, information was provided by Drs. 
Hector Williams and James Russell; a collective study, therefore, of Roman wall techniques in the Roman 
provinces of the Mediterranean is long overdue. 

2 2 2 Adam (1994) 133; often walls originally built in opus reticulatum, for example, were repaired at a later 
date in a different method, opus testaceum, as noted in the walls of shops at Hypselantou 233, AA 32 (1977) 
89. 
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extensively at Pompeii, along with rubble, after the earthquake of A D 62. In Greece, however, 

although it appears at some centres such as Nikopolis and Sparta during the Augustan period, its use 

is restricted to public buildings rather than domestic units which tended to favour local, traditional, 

construction methods and materials.2 2 4 At Patras, on the other hand, it was primarily used for the 

walls of the large wealthy establishments to which no chronological limits were assigned; however, 

a 2nd century date would not be out of place. 2 2 5 

Opus mixtum on the other hand, which includes a variety of materials, often comprises 

alternating bands of stone blocks and brick facings. 2 2 6 It was employed in the 1st centuries B C and 

A C in central Italy and continued in use down to the early 2nd century often in conjunction with 

other methods already mentioned such as opus reticulatum?21 In many of the Pompeian houses 

from the 1st century B C one also finds alternating bands of stone rubble and brick. In the western 

cities this technique does not disappear, despite the fact that opus testaceum is the preferred method 

in the 2nd century. In Patras, however, the sequence is slightly altered. Here opus mixtum is 

2 2 3 Adam (1994) 155. 

2 2 4 In Athens, however, brick construction does not become popular until the Hadrianic period, Chapter 1, 
Athens, supra 63ff; for Sparta, infra 251ff; for Epeiros and Nikopolis, infra 317ff; in northern Greece, 
Macedonia, brick became popular during the 2nd century A C , Vitti (1993) 1695; at Agrigento, Marsala, and 
the Colonia of Tindari in Sicily local stone building practices were favoured. In colonia and municipia 
concrete does appear but but in public not domestic structures, Wilson (1990) 114, 323. 

2 2 5 French (1992-93) 23; at Kanare and Kanakare Strs., AA 29 (1973-74) 354, the interior walls of a series 
of rooms fronting the street were in opus testaceum; domestic wall remains of the Roman period at Tsamadou 
and Korinthou Strs. in opus testaceum, AA 45 (1990) 130; domestic walls with brick bound with layers of 
yellow mortar (kourasani) at Einardou 30A and Pantokratoros 81, AA 50 (1995) 199. 

2 2 6 Adam (1994) 139. 

2 2 7 In northern Campania according to Adam, (1994) 141, opus mixtum rarely appears before the Flavian 
period but is common afterwards. 

2 2 8 Adam (1994) 140-141. 
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preferred in the 2nd century and continues to be popular in the late Roman period, and in fact it is 

used in the early Byzantine period as well. 

Another type of material commonly employed in a domestic unit is, marble. It was used in 

the more pretentious homes of Patras for columnar supports and to line the floors, walls and the 

impluvia of the atria. Marble veneer plaques of varying colour were employed, and skilfully 

arranged in order to create a decorative chromatic effect. The impluvia for example were commonly 

lined in white marble, while in the more ostentatious establishments assorted coloured plaques were 

used in varying combinations. Greenish marble ~ possibly verde antico from Sparta — was used in 

the domestic unit at Hagiou Demetriou, while the impluvium of a tetrastyle atrium house at Sisine 

and Psylalonia 15-16 (in the Upper City) displayed an interesting combination of coloured marble. 

Grey marble panels lined the centre of the impluvium that was framed by a row of white panels 

followed by an outer row of red marble. The sides were also in white and framed with a red cornice, 
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which in turn was topped by alternating white and grey marble panels. 

Although marble columns were used to support the roofs of the atria, brick columns were at 

times preferred for the supports of peristyle gardens.2 3 2 This technique was common in the public 

and private architecture of Pompeii, and can be found in the peristyle house of Terentius Proculus 

Shards beneath the floor of room X15a from a house at Karatza and Niketa Strs. date to the 1st and 
early 2nd centuries A C , AA 30 (1975) 111-2; for a late Roman house in opus mixtum at Trion Nauarchon and 
Maizonos 209-211 see, ^z / 33 (1978) 91. 

2 3 0 AA 29 (1973-74) 394; for the popularity of opus mixtum in the late Roman and early Byzantine periods 
see, Dodge (1987) 108-12. . 

2 3 1 For Hagiou Demetriou 98-100 see, AA 46 (1991) 138; for Sisine and Psylalonia 15-16 see, AA 32 
(1977) 80; terracotta plaques were also used to line impluvia, Kanare 66-70, AA 33 (1978) 87. 

2 3 2 At Psylalonia 15-16, AA 32 (1977) 82; columns of baked brick in the tetrastyle atrium garden house at 
Lontou 107, AA 33 (1978) 81, pi. 24 d; brick pillars were used to divide a large wall opening, AA 35 (1980) 
179; in all three examples the reports are brief and do not mention whether the supports were plastered. 
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and in the House of the Faun. Terracotta was used for water conduits (drains), wells, roof tiles, 

opaia, and floor panels, while thresholds were of limestone. 2 3 4 

WALL AND FLOOR DECORATIONS 

The development of exterior wall treatments of Patraean houses has already been discussed 

in the preceding pages. With the implementation of the various Roman wall techniques the exterior 

surfaces of these dwellings provided a colourful and diverse appearance for which there is no 

known parallel to date on the Greek mainland. It should, however, be pointed out that a thin layer 

of plaster likely covered the exterior surfaces of poorly constructed walls at least. 2 3 5 Given the close 

connections observed between the domestic plans and building techniques of the Patraean houses 

with those of Italy, it would not be surprising to find parallels in the area of interior wall decorations 

as well. 

Unlike the plethora of surviving examples of exterior walls, however, interior surfaces are 

rarely mentioned in the reports. No detailed account has as yet been published and reports of 

salvage excavation provide a very brief description with no plates. In the worst examples, reports 

merely acknowledge the existence of coloured plaster wall fragments without providing a 

description. 2 3 6 Observations on the wall decorations at Patras are therefore restricted, but the types 

2 3 3 Adam, (1994) 156-7, points out that columnar supports were either of a concrete core faced with bricks 
or of solid brick. 

2 3 4 For a well made of clay rings see, AA 32 (1977) 86-7; for a handmade opaion, chimney crown, from the 
atrium house at Erenstrole 31-35 see, AA 33 (1978) 84, pl. 27 a and Catling (1985-86) 32, fig. 39; for bath 
floor see, AA 40 (1985) 114 and House 4 at Korinthou, Miaouli and Tsamadou Strs., AA 29 (1973-74) 389; 
for tone thresholds in atrium/impluvium house at Boukaouri 5, AA 49 (1990) 215 fig. 6. 

2 3 5 The Atrium Veneris at Kenchreai, constructed in opus testaceum had a plaster exterior surface see, 
Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 134; plaster was applied to the exterior surface of a wall of a later phase in irregular 
opus mixtum (stone and brick bands) from an atrium/impluvium at Boukaouri 5, AA 49 (1990) 215,217. 

2 3 6 Such coloured fragments were found in the garden atrium house at Psylalonia 15-16, AA 32 (1977) 82, 
in the industrial houses of the Lower City at Miaouli 55-57, A D (1977) 89, in the courtyard house at Karatza 
Str., AA 32 (1977) 76; also at Papapdiamantopoulou 57, AA 33 (1978) 79. 
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of wall adornment in general appear to be similar to those found in other cities so far examined. 

They vary from the simple whitewashed walls of the service areas and monochrome walls (often 

red) of more important chambers, to the more elaborate frescoed and/or stuccoed examples that 

adorned the major rooms of a household. 2 3 7 On the other hand, wall mosaics and marble revetments 

were perhaps reserved for the more luxurious structures. 

The remnants of wall paintings that do survive have been associated with a version of the 

Second Pompeian Style that was used to adom the triclinium of a house on Germanou Street. The 

dado is in imitation of marble orthostates, which were surmounted by a red Ionic base along with 

the lower parts of columns adorned with light blue coloured fluting. 2 3 8 The house was built in the 

1st century A C and remained in use down to the 3rd century, but no date was assigned to the fresco. 

This attempt to imitate the Second Pompeian Style has been detected in other cities, such as 

Corinth where it appears in the latter part of the 1st century A C . 2 3 9 It does, however, surface again 

in late Roman times as indicated by the remains found in a 'Late Roman' house at Neophytou Street 

where architectural representations adorned the walls. 2 4 0 In addition red and black coloured 

fragments, often associated with the Second Pompeian Style, were located in a Roman period house 

along Niketa Street.241 The presence of these fragmentary samples support the theory for the 

2 3 7 For red walls at Einardou 30A and Pantokratoros 81 see AA 50 (1995) 199; at Kanakare and Miouli 
Strs. see, AA 50 (1995) 205; black and red coloured wall plaster was identified at Niketa 69, AA 34 (1979) 
130. 

2 3 8 ^ 32 (1977) 71. 

2 3 9 For description of the Second Pompeian Wall Style see, Vitruvius (7.5.2) and Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 
136ff.; fragments of reddish-brown bands on a white background were found in room X9 north of the atrium 
at Erenstrole 31-35, AA 33 (1978) 84. 

2 4 0 AA 34 (1979) 130; Catling (1987-88) 29. 

2 4 1 Catling (1987-88) 29; black, red and yellow fragments were found in the destruction layer of the atrium 
at Erenstrole 31-35,^4 33 (1978) 84. 
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emergence on the Greek mainland of an imitative Second Pompeian Style in the late 1st century A C 

242 

and, perhaps, for its continued popularity into subsequent Roman phases. 

In addition to the architectural style, figural motifs were also part of the repertoire of 

Patraean wall paintings. Remains of an enthroned and a standing human figure, possibly a running 

dog and vegetal motifs that enveloped a niche have been revealed along the north wall of a 

nymphaeum at Sisine 17-19. 2 4 3 Since no photograph is provided, the arrangement of these forms in 

the wall painting is unknown, but the description appears to resemble the figured panels found at 

Eleusis (PI. 23 a) and at Corinth. 2 4 4 

Wall mosaics incorporating primarily glass tesserae and sea shells were used in the west to 

decorate the grottoes, nymphaea, fountains and niches of the early imperial homes of Italy (Anzio, 

Herculaneum, Ostia, Rome) and Leptis Magna. 2 4 5 Such examples from the Greek world, however, 

were absent from the basic art handbooks. The simple wall mosaic, however, discovered in one of 

the wall niches from the second floor of a Patraean domestic unit at Gounari Str. 69 provides 

evidence for a much earlier date than previously acknowledged 2 4 6 The floor of the niche was lined 

in coloured marble while the vertical surface was covered with simple black/white tesserae which, 

according to the photograph, appear to have been arranged in an orderly pattern (PI. 74 a). 

Assigning a date to this mosaic is problematic since the structure itself has not been securely 

identified, nor has sufficient information been published that would inform us as to whether the 

2 4 2 For imitation Second-Style walls see, Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 136ff. 

2 4 3 ^ 3 2 (1977) 79. 

2 4 4 Within separate painted wall panels an enthroned Zeus and animals are portrayed, see, Philios (1888) 
77-82, pi. 4, and Chapter 1, Athens, supra 73ff. 

2 4 5 Sear (1977) 87. 

2 4 6 AA 31 (1976) 112-114; Catling (1984-85) 26; for a second example, but of much later date (4th 
century), that has surfaced at Sparta, along Triakosion Str. (O.T. 126) see, AA (1975) 76 and Panayiotopoulou 
(1998) 112. 
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walls and mosaic were constructed at the same time. A possible 2nd century date for the wall 

mosaic niche at Gounari 69, however, would not be atopon given the use of opus testaceum in the 

construction of the walls; a building material that became popular during this period. 

The marble revetment plaques that once adorned the walls of the more pretentious homes 

often survive in situ and display an elaborate and colourful arrangement of panels. In the Psyla 

Alonia villa, for example, there are walls which combine white marble orthostates with a white 

marble cornice, followed by a symmetrical arrangement of alternating white and grey marble panels 

of varying widths (0.19m, 0.56m, 0.23m, 0.56m, 0.19m). In an adjoining room the white marble 

orthostates and cornice were accompanied by alternating white and green marble plaques. 

A third type of wall decoration, used in the augustaleum of Patras, may have also adorned 

the more prominent homes of the city. 2 4 9 It is known as the incrustatio technique, which combined 

marble revetments with built pilasters (probably stuccoed) arranged at intervals, while painted 

plaster was provided for the upper portions of the walls. This technique is in imitation of the First 

0 SO 

and Second Pompeian fresco styles that adorned the wall paintings of affluent homes. 

Floor pavements 

Although wall decorations are limited, floor pavements are numerous and are usually in a 

better state of preservation. As with all other aspects of Patraean domestic architecture, they too are 

not properly documented and sufficient information is not provided in order to draw definitive 

conclusions. For example, no dates are indicated and at times only an early or later phase is 
2 4 7 The finds from the fill of the room with the niches date from the 1st to the 4th centuries A C , AA3\ 

(1976) 114. 

24SAA 29 (1971) 154. 
2 4 9 For identification of the augustaleum see, supra n. 12. 

2 5 0 Catling (1987-88) 28-29. 

210 



distinguished. Furthermore, detailed descriptions that mention the various colours of tesserae used 

in mosaic floor pavements are not included in the reports. This is an important omission because, 

based on this evidence, the mosaic pavements of Patras are placed within one of the following 

categories: black-and-white mosaics, characteristic of Italian floor pavements, the black-white-and-

red version favoured in the east (but also found in the west), and the polychrome mosaic panels that 

adhere to the Hellenistic tradition.2 5 1 

In general, floor pavements range from the more humble surfaces such as those of lime 

mortar, clay plaster (koniama, kourasani) terracotta tiles, and stone plaques, to their more elaborate 

marble or mosaic counterparts. The type of floor pavement used depended of course on the function 

of a particular room, and the wealth and status of the owner. 2 5 2 House 1 at Korinthou, Tsamadou 

and Miaouli Strs., for example, had a polychrome geometric mosaic in rooms 4-5, a plastered 

(koniama) floor in room 6 and terracotta tiles in room 2; the latter served as a storage area since 

large pithoi were found here. 2 5 3 Mortar floors were appropriate for the service areas of the 

household, while terracotta tiles were commonly associated with bathing areas and latrines, as well 

as storage facilities. 2 5 4 They were, however, a preferred choice for all rooms of a modest 

household, both formal and informal. 2 5 5 House 4 from Korinthou, Tsamadou and Miaouli Strs. in 

2 5 1 There may also be a local version of the black-white-and-red mosaics with the added colour of sky blue 
(yaXaQo), as noted in the geometric carpet mosaic of room X4 and in the atrium at Erenstrole 31-35, AA 33 
(1978) 82-3, fig. 1, pi. 26 b, e-f; black-white-and-red mosaics are also found in the west, see for example the 
cubiculum at Boscoreale (PI. 117). 

2 5 2 The substratum of floors and, in fact, foundations of walls of the villa maritima at Akte Dymaion 12-14 
were laid with pebbles in order perhaps to protect them from moisture since it was located along the coast, AA 
50 (1995) 205, fig. 10. 

2 5 3 ^ 2 9 (1973-74) 389. 

2 5 4 House B at Karaiskake 213 and Miaouli, AA 30 (1975) 100; a private bath in the Lower City, AA 40 
(1985) 114; tile floor in a hypocaust, at Charalambe 39-41, AA 49 (1990) 214, fig. 5. 

2 5 5 Shops were also paved at times with tiles as noted in an example from the N E comer of the Psyla 
Alonia Square, AA 29 (1971) 155 and at Karaiskake 213 and Miaouli Strs., AA 32 (1977) 82. 
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the Lower City boasts five tile paved rooms and a courtyard of stone and clay plaques. Terracotta 

tiles appear to have been prevalent throughout the Roman period at Patras for they were found in 

• * • 9S7 • • 

both phases of this domestic unit, while elsewhere, baked bricks were used. In addition to these 

common types of floor decoration, which were not exclusive to Roman Patras, are the purely 

Roman types of floor pavements that occasionally surface. A large cistern/tank at G . Rouphou 38-

40 and 42, for example, was paved in opus spicatum?5* a wine press from a Patraean farm house at 
9 SO 

Thermopylon 35 was paved in opus figlinum, while an opus signinum floor adorned a hypocaust 

room at Photeila 55 and Niketa. 2 6 0 These Italian-type floor pavements are found in areas where 

Roman colonies were established or where a significant Roman population of merchants, 

landowners (engektemenoi) etc., such as Delos and ancient Mieza, in Macedonia and Sicily. 

Customary in the atria and triclinia of the more pretentious homes are the mosaic 

pavements that were commonly constructed with tesserae. In addition, surprisingly enough, some 
Earlier tile floors were found beneath corridor X3 and room 1 of house 4, while the courtyard at an 

earlier phase had a simple gravel surface, AA 29 (1973-74) 390; tile paved floors have been located at 
Karaiskaki 213 and Miaouli (Lower city), AA 32 (1977) 82, 86, and at Sisine Str., AA 31 (1976) 107-9, 
Catling (1984-85) 114; at Maizonos and Miaouli Strs., the first phase of the house to which the tile floor 
belongs dates to the end of the 1st century A C , Catling (1976-77) 35. 

2 5 7 Bricks set in a herringbone pattern (opus spicatum) were used to pave the floor of a room from the 
atriumlimpluvium house at Lontou 40, AA 45 (1990) 129. 

2 5 8 AA 40 (1985) 116; also at I. Blachou 36 and Sachtouri Strs., domestic remains with floor of room X5 in 
opus spicatum of the early Roman period, AA 49 (1994) 210, fig. 4. 

2 5 9 ^d 50 (1995) 196. 

2 6%d40(1985) 111. 

2 6 1 Four opus signinum pavements found at Delos, one in the agora of the Italians and three in the House 
of the Fourni see, Bruneau (1972) 22-23, # 8, 113-4, 305, 326, 327, 339, figs. 11, 279, 280; see also Joyce 
(1979) 256; for ancient Mieza see, Allamane and Misaelidou (1992) 211; opus signinum is found at a number 
of sites in Sicily (Agrigento, Soluntum, Tindari, Marsala, Cantania) and dates to the early Empire, 1st century 
A C , consequently the previous Republican date assigned to this type of pavement should be revised, Wilson 
(1990) 119, 122, 123, 125; despite the fact that in central Italy this type of pavement was no longer in vogue 
by the end of the Republic, it continued in use in Northern Italy, Campania and possibly North Africa, idem 
116. 

212 



unique examples of Roman period pebble-type mosaics have also been excavated. These 

pavements may very well be the last vestiges of a Hellenistic, pebble mosaic floor tradition that was 

once common in this city (PI. 74 d). A (3.10 m x 1.6 x 0.19 m) floor mosaic from a house at 

Gounari 108-110 of the Roman period is executed in this technique. 2 6 4 The multicolored pebbles 

were cut horizontally and placed in rows, lengthways. Contrasting bands where then formed by 

positioning the rows of pebbles at different angles and incorporating narrow bands of tesserae (PI. 

74 b) . 2 6 5 

Tessellated pavements, however, were the popular choice and were used throughout the 

Roman period. The decorative motifs employed follow the repertoire found at other Greek sites, 

while the popularity of the black-and-white technique is of no surprise in a city that exhibits close 

ties with the Italian mainland. The black-red-and-white geometric mosaics 2 6 6 — the Greek version of 

the Italian black-and-white — as well as the polychrome figural panels were also popular. 

Any attempts to provide a chronological sequence for Patraean mosaic pavements is 

tentative, given the absence of published dates. Further, attempting to categorize the surviving 

Elsewhere pebble mosaics were also used during the Roman period, as indicated by the pebble mosaic 
pavement found in the entrance way to a 1st to 3rd centuries balneum at Chalkis in Euboea, in the Kamares 
area at 12th Elementary School, AA 42 (1987) 208-9, fig. 8, pi. 117 a. 

2 6 3 At Archiepiskopou Ierotheou and Navarino 15-17, AA 47 (1992) 123; for examples of a Hellenistic 
pebble mosaic (stone pebbles embedded in mortar) see, AA 47 (1992) 132, fig. 4, and from the rural 
settlements of Patras see, Petropoulos and Rizakis (1994) 198, fig. 8; for a Hellenistic plain white pebble 
mosaic floor at Kl . Oikonomou 50-52, AA 34 (1979) 150, fig. 13, pi. 45 c. 

2 6 4 The report is extremely brief and only mentions that black gloss (melambaphe) and Arretine wares were • 
found in the rooms of this structure, but not where they were found, AA 35 (1980) 191. 

2 6 5 Comparable examples, without the addition of tesserae, can be seen in the 3rd century B C mosaic 
pavement from the andron of the house of the House of the Greek Mosaic at Athens, the 2nd century BC 
palaistra mosaic from Olympia, the 4th to 3rd centuries B C mosaic beneath the Augustan Basilica at 
Herdonia, the 2nd century B C mosaic from the gymnasium at Priene, and from the Pronaos in the Temple of 
Apollo Kraneios at Thera, Salzmann (1982) 88, 94, 98,126, pis. 55.2, 58.3, 58.5, 65.1, 81.3. 

2 6 6 A black-white-and-red mosaic with rhomboi was found at, Hagiou Demetriou 42, AA 33 (1978) 80, pi. 
24 b. 
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mosaics into the black-and-white version of the east or west is futile since the colours of the tesserae 

are often not mentioned. 2 6 7 Some of the black-and-white Italian mosaics have been dated to the first 

Roman phase. 2 6 8 Among these, perhaps, are the black ivy motif on a white ground that surrounds 

the impluvium of an atrium house oh Gounari 66-72, 2 6 9 and the dolphin mosaic and trellis border 

pattern from the atrium of a house at the Psyla Alonia Square (PI. 16 a). On the other hand, the 

design of the black-and-white trellis mosaic (black motifs on a white ground) found in the atrium 

house at Boukaouri 5, is a motif that appears in the early 2nd century and used into Late 

Antiquity. 2 7 1 

The geometric patterns that are assigned to the earlier phase incorporate the same motifs 

found elsewhere, such as key-patterns, peltae, trellis, connecting hexagons and star patterns, 

interlocking circles. These were arranged either in an all-over carpet design that covered the entire 

Floor mosaic from Karatza 12, AA 35 (1977) 76; triclinium mosaic from Sisine 28 and Psylalonia 15-
16,^4 32(1977) 80. 

2 6 8 From Niketa Str. the black-and-white mosaic with a black spiral motif on a white ground is not dated, 
AA 17 (1961) 126; from a late Roman house on Neophytou Str. a mosaic of a charioteer, which appears to be 
black on a white ground, is not dated, Catling (1987-88) 31, fig. 30; a third example is a geometric mosaic 
from room X15a at Niketa and Karatza Strs., AA 30 (1975) 111; from an early Roman phase is the trellis 
floor mosaic of an atrium from Agraphon 10-12, AA 40 (1985) 108, pi. 37b. 

2 6 9 Lamp #1602 from this site (context not mentioned in the report) is dated to the early 1st century A C , AA 
29 (1973-74) 364, pi. 226 a. 

2 7 0 The colours in the reticulate pattern are not mentioned. They may belong to the black-and-white 
category or black-white-and-red, as commonly found at other sites. The polychrome figural panel inserted 
into the reticulate mosaic may, possibly, belong to a restoration that took place at a later stage, when the 
impluvium was reduced in size and the dolphins were repaired, AA 27 (1971) 157; of the Roman period see 
also mosaic pavement at Kanakare and Miaouli Strs., AA 50 (1995) 205. 

2 7 1 AA 49 (1990) 216-7, fig. 6, pi. 71 a; for a black-and-white trellis pattern framing a polychrome figural 
panel of the Three Graces from Hypate, see Rozake, (1983) 138, plan.l, figs. 1-2, who assigns the mosaic to 
the mid 3r d century AC; similar mosaic pavements have been found elsewhere at Patras, AA 26 (1971) 151, 
fig. 2, pi. 131 c and AA 40 (1985) 108, pi. 37 b; of interest in the Boukaouri 5 mosaic pavement is the initial 
'M' found in one of the rhomboi, see also Levi (1949) 627; another possibly black-and-white mosaic was 
excavated at Papadiamantopoulou 57 with four leaf rosettes, peltae, kantharos and boukranium, AA 33 (1978) 
79. 
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floor space (traditionally favoured in the west) as seen in the triclinium at Germanou 80-82 (Pl. 64 
272 

b), or in a series of panels, each with a different geometric pattern, that paved the floors of atria. 

This type of atrium floor adornment remained popular even in later times, at which point only the 

designs were altered. The geometric motifs became more complex as indicated in the atrium 

pavement at Panachaikou 8 of the later 2nd and early 3rd centuries (Pl. 74 c). 

Another interesting paradigm is the scroll motif that was used as a border pattern 
274 

surrounding central geometric designs, excavated at G. Rouphou and Boukaoure Strs. A more 

complex version of this motif is the 'peopled scroll' pattern, already observed at Corinth, and of 

which four examples, from ca AD 200, have surfaced to date at Patras.275 Of particular interest is 

the mosaic from Neophytou 42 (ca 200) which displays a gladiatorial scene surrounded by a 
276 

peopled rinceaux border including standing images of a gladiator and tunicatus (Pis. 74 e -77 c). 

A date in the second half of the 2nd century or early 3rd has been proposed; however, an earlier date 
277 

should not be excluded. 
2 7 2 For example, in the atrium at Germanou 80-82, AA 32 (1977) 72 and Catling (1985-86); also in a 

former atrium, later transformed into a triclinium at Sisine 28 and Psylalonia Strs., AA 32 (1977) 80, 81, plan 
10; trellis pattern in atrium at Karatza and Lontou Strs., Epyov YTITIO 3 (1999) 96, fig. 1; blue-white-and-red 
mosaic at Hagiou Demetriou 98-100, panels of squares and one with interlocking circles, AA 46 (1991) 138, 
pl. 69 a. 

273 The shards beneath the mosaic date to the 2nd century A C , AA 29 (1973-74) 355. 

274 AA 42 (1987) 144; also at Metropoletou Neophytou 10, Upper City, AA 48 (1993) 113, pl. 41 a; in 
atrium at Lontou and Karatza Strs., Upper City, Epyov YIJIJO 3 (1999) 96, fig. 1; a scroll pattern surrounding 
an impluvium from an atrium house at Karatza 21-23, AA 47 (1992) 131, fig. 3; a scroll motif (black on 
white) surrounding a carpet mosaic of interlocking circles was identified at Hagiou Demetriou 98-100. 
According to the reports a Hellenistic date was assigned to the pavement, but it resembles Roman examples, 
^Ld 46(1991) 138, fig. 1, pl. 69 a. 

2 7 5 For Anaploga Vil la of Corinth see, Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 147; for Patras see, AA 36 (1981) 157, pl. 
99 a and Papapostolou (1989) 393, 395, figs. 36-7, 398, figs. 38-41; also a 'Late Roman' (post-Herulian) 
example from Charalambe 42-44, AA 32 (1977) 76, pl.58c and Papapostolou (1989) 400, 313, n. 54. 

2 7 6 Papapostolou (1989) 400. 

277 Papapostolou, (1989) 400, and n. 196, supports a Severan date based on stylistic evidence by comparing 
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The polychrome figural panels, which were popular at Patras, deal with themes that reflect 

various aspects of city life, trade, and agricultural activities. They also shed light on the social class 

of the owners, their pastimes, interests, and religious affiliations. For example, a Patraean's source 

of wealth and his involvement in sea trade were perhaps displayed in the following mosaic 

pavements: the personification of the Nile, accompanied by boats and fisherman found in a 

triclinium of a peristyle atrium house at Kanakare 205 (PI. 65 c) , 2 7 8 the dolphins and trident black 

and white mosaic pavement which surrounded the impluvium of an atrium house located in the 

Psyla Alonia Square (PI. 75 a-b), and the panel of a Triton riding a sea horse. 2 7 9 In addition, the 

Nile mosaic which was a common generic pattern in Italy, may have been chosen by the owner to 

display his or her place of origin, while the dolphins and trident mosaic possibly allude to the patron 

deities of the city, Poseidon and Aphrodite. Poseidon was favoured by the wealthy ship owners, 

while the mariners, commoners and prostitutes who dwelled around the port turned to Aphrodite. 2 8 1 

it to the peopled rinceau of Severan date on a semi-circular exedra from the Domus Domitiana on the 
Palatine; for other possible dates of the peopled rinceau pattern see, Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 145, n. 256. 

2 7 8 A personification of the Nile seated on a crocodile, AA 35 (1980) 182, pi. 79 and Papapostolou (1989) 
620; from the octagon (probably a public structure) at Trion Nauarchon and Maizonos Strs. comes another 
unpublished pavement of a reclining personification of the Nile and other youthful images, AA 28 (1973) 218, 
pi. 183 a; Asemakopoulou-Atzaka (1973) 245. 

2 7 9 For the mosaic at Psyla Alonia Square see, AA 26 (1971) 157; dolphins were also added at a later phase 
in the atrium pavement at Karatza 21-23, AA 47 (1992) 131, fig. 3; for the triton mosaic at Niketa 60-66 see, 
AA 33 (1978) 85-6, fig. 2., pi. 27 d; and one of a bearded Triton at Karaiskake and Miaouli Strs., AA 30 
(1975) 100-2, fig. 1, pi. 55; Kondoleon, (1991) 106-7, also suggests that they may have been inspired by the 
actual fish ponds that existed in the large villa estates, which were symbols of'status and privilege.' 

2 8 0 Nilotic motifs were very popular between the 1st centuries B C and 2nd century A C in Italy, Whitehouse 
(1976) 4-5; Tsakirgis (via correspondence) also suggests that the popularity of the Nile scenes at Patras were 
perhaps associated with the Egyptomania that followed the Roman victory over Anthony and Cleopatra at 
Actium, a site not so very far from Patras. 

2 8 1 Herbillon (1929) 142; associated with Aphrodite and fertility, etc. are the three Graces which were a 
popular motif on mosaic pavements in the Roman world, for example, one from Hagiou Demetriou 40, AA 36 
(1981) 157 and Catling (1989-90) 27; for Sparta, see Chapter 4, infra 265 and AA 35 (1980) 139. 
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She is appropriately depicted on a mosaic pavement in a villa balneum complex (3.4 m x 2.1 m) at 

989 

Psylalonia and Panachaikou 1 where she is depicted holding a mirror and attended by cupids. 

Other divinities included in this mosaic repertoire are Dionysos, whose head commonly 

appears in the centre of radiating triangles, a motif found at numerous sites throughout Roman 

Greece (Pl. 76 a). 2 8 3 As the god of wine he was an appropriate subject for a dining environment,2 8 4 

as was the figure of Pan treading grapes discovered in an atrium house at Karolou 61. 2 8 5 This 

mosaic imagery often served a dual purpose: it not only identified the function of a room but 

perhaps also reflected the agricultural activities of the occupant who in this case may have owned 

vineyards or was a wine merchant. The numerous wine presses of the Roman period that have been 

located just outside the city walls identify Patras as a major wine producing area in antiquity, just as 

it is today. 2 8 6 

Dining festivities were commonly preceded by various religious and social observances; 

libations, for example, were conducted over an altar prior to an official symposium or convivium. 
287 . 

The floor mosaic at Karatza 12 may portray the moment prior to dining (Pl. 76 b). The various 

paraphernalia depicted in this floor mosaic, such as the flaming altar, the garlands, (that adorned the 
2 8 2 ^28(1973) 225. 

2 8 3 For the Patraean example of radiating triangles with a Dionysos head in the centre from Panachaidos 
Athenas 8 see, AA 42 (1987) 142, pl. 77; for the examples from Corinth, Athens, Mytilene, Dion and Italy 
see, Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 150ff. 

2 8 4 At Panachaidos Athenas and Boukaoure Strs., with an ivy leaf in each corner, AA 42 (1987) 142; in a 
triclinium at Niketa 9-13 and Karatza, a Dionysos (?) head in the centre, AA 35 (1980) 191, pl. 84 a; from a 
third possible example at Maizonos and Miaouli Strs., only a comer survives with triangles and peltae, 
Catling (1976-77) 35. 

2 8 5 Mosaic dated to the 3rd century A C (evidence is not presented), AA 34 (1979) 134. 

2 8 6 At Olympou 16, AA 29 (1973-74) 355; Anaxamandrou 40, AA 30 (1975) 112, Catling (1983-84) 31; 
Petmeza and Nauarinou 23, from first years of Roman rule to the 3rd century, AA 31 (1976) 92; Stamouil 
Boulgareos 14, just outside Upper City, AA 29 (1973-74) 370. 

2 i l AA 32 (1977) 76, pl. 57d. 
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room and its diners), the cock (a lovers' gift) and a goose were part of the dining experience. 

Further allusions to dining and hospitality are provided by individual mosaic panels of animals, 

(fish, eel, partridge, fowl, etc., Pl. 77 a) , 2 8 9 that may represent the foods that filled the dining tables 

or the xenia, the gifts given by wealthy hosts to their guests.2 9 0 These gifts, according to Vitruvius, 

were portrayed by wall-painters.291 

Hunting scenes displayed in floor mosaics — whether generic or mythological — perhaps 

represented a popular pastime of the wealthy landowners as displayed in the mosaic from 

Panachaikou Str. 8 and the Kalydonian Boar Hunt from Metropoletou Neophytou 10. 2 9 2 Still others 

may have depicted the capture of animals needed for the venationes. Amphitheatrical games, 

gladiatorial combats and venationes, had become popular in Greece during the imperial period. At 

Patras, however, they seem to have developed at an earlier stage on account of the large western and 

veteran origins of the population. The popularity of these games is emphasized by the appearance 

of amphitheatrical scenes on mosaic pavements.2 9 3 A polychrome mosaic panel from Neophytou 42 

2 8 8 Plutarch (Moralia, 622, f). 

2 8 9 Mosaic panel of the 2nd century is from the nymphaeum at Sisine Str., AA 32 (1977) 79; fish and bird 
mosaic pavement with inscription (not included in report) at Kanare 48-52, AA 34 (1979) 144, fig. 10 pl. 42. 

2 9 0 According to Vitruvius (6.7,4) the xenia included, "poultry, eggs, vegetables, and other country 
produce." 

2 9 1 "Therefore painters, when they portrayed what was sent to guests, called them guest-gifts" (6.7,4); 
Philostratos the Elder (Imagines 1.31; 2.26) describes numerous painted xenia from a visit to Naples. 

2 9 2 Asemakopoulou-Atzaka, (1973) 245, describes an unpublished hunting mosaic from a villa in the Psyla 
Alonia Square. The hunting scene depicts hunters and dogs chasing a hare and a wild boar; fragments of a 
dog chasing a deer (?) were identified at Kanakare 205, AA 35 (1980) 182; for the Kalydonian Boar hunt 
mosaic at Metropoletou Neophytou 10 see, AA 48 (1993) 113, pl. 41 b; at a later date an elaborate cistern? 
with niches (a nymphaeum?) was added in the northern section of the room covering part of the mosaic 
pavement; for a boar hunt scene (Pl. 78 c) from the Casa del Mosaico del Sileno Cos see, Morricone (1950) 
242, fig. 76. 

2 9 3 For comparable examples in the west see the mosaic from the Aventine Hill, Rome, (Pl. 78 a), Blake 
(1936) pl. 42.5; a fragmentary panel with the back part of a lion and the feet (?) of a human adorned the 
atrium of a house at Hagiou Demetriou 55 and Pantokratoros Strs. (Pl. 77 b), AA 30 (1975) 108, fig. 5; a 
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in the Upper City depicts a combat scene inscribed with the names of the participants (PI. 77 c). 

Such scenes perhaps represent a real episode, and the accompanying inscription 'Teimokrates' from 

the Neophytou 42 mosaic panel could very well be the name of the owner or the gladiator himself; 

in a similar scene from the Casa del Mosaico del Sileno Cos the participants are identified (PI. 78 

b) . 2 9 5 These themes would have made an excellent centrepiece for an engaging and lively 

conversation at the dinner table. 

O f course marble floors were also employed in the important rooms of the house as well as 

opus sectile pavements 2 9 6 In the palatial residences in the west, rooms of significance were 

preferably paved in opus sectile rather than mosaics. This type of decorative floor pavement had 

become popular in the 1st century in Italy and was the preferred choice in the Campanian houses of 

Pompeii and Herculaneum, prior to their destruction. They appear at Patras at an early date while 

in other Greek cities they are often associated with the later Roman period. The example from 

Pantokratoros Str. is perhaps from the later 1st century A C , while a date prior to the beginning of 

mosaic in two zones with scenes from the athletic and the theatrical worlds, was also discovered but the 
structure to which it belonged may have been public, Asemakopoulou-Atzaka (1973) 244 and n. 1, and 
Dunbabin (1999) 216. 

2 9 4 AA 36 (1981) 157, pi. 99 a; for a late 2nd to early 3rd centuries date for this pavement see, Papapostolou 
(1989) 393-400 and Dunbabin (1999) 216. 

2 9 5 Papapostolou (1989) 401; Kondoleon, (1991) 107-10, demonstrates in her article that some of the hunt 
scenes with outdoor settings were actually arena spectacles known as silva, and that some of these mosaic 
pavements, such as the Paphian hunts and a mosaic from Kos, represent a specific event that was 
immortalized by the patron; for the mosaic from the Casa del Mosaico del Sileno, Cos see Morricone (1950) 
242, fig. 75. 

2 9 6 For plain marble floors: at Karaiskake and Miaoule Strs., room X5, AA 32 (1977) 82; a marble paved 
atrium at Lontou 45 (1990) 129; marble-paved room XI at Tsamadou and Korinthou Strs., Lower City, AA 
45(1990) 130. 

2 9 7 Strong (1988) 102-3; Clarke (1979) 6-7, and for the Neronian Nymphaeum on the Palatine in Rome see, 
idem 17, n. 15; for a detailed discussion on the types of sectile pavements of the 1st and 2nd centuries B C and 
1st century A C in Italy see, Blake (1930) 35-49. 
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the 2nd century A C can be assigned to the Karaiskake and Miaoule pavement. Furthermore, 

Patraean builders did not hesitate to experiment with various floor techniques by combining 

mosaics and opus sectile panels within a single floor pavement. Alternating reticulate mosaic 

patterns, for example, and opus sectile panels were employed in the stepped villa at Agraphon 10-

12, while at the same time pavements which included a central emblema in opus sectile with a 

surrounding mosaic pavement also appeared. 2 9 9 

D O M E S T I C A D O R N M E N T S 

Domestic firrnishings of Patraean housing reflect the Roman character of the city's 

dwellings. Unfortunately they are only briefly mentioned in the reports, and usually have no 

accompanying description, date or find spot, while others are not mentioned at all. A case in point 

is an unpublished 1st to 2nd centuries, circular domestic glass window panel consisting of an ivory 

frame with inserted blue glass, now displayed in the Museum of Patras. 3 0 0 On the other hand, 

numerous fragmentary remains of sculpture, for example, have surfaced from a domestic context 

but the reports do not indicate whether they were displayed in the atrium, triclinium, lararium or 

any other important room of the household. Finds include an array of garden sculpture in bronze, 

marble and terracotta: decorative stone reliefs, simple and elaborately decorated hanging lamps, 

For the example from Pantokratoros Str. Upper City see, Catling (1984-85) 26; for the example from 
Karaiskake and Miaoule see, AA32 (1977) 82. 

2 9 9 For Agraphon 10-12 see, AA 40 (1985) 108; examples with a central emblema in opus sectile are found: 
in the atrium of a house at Erenstrole 31-35, Upper City, AA 33 (1978) 83-84, fig. 1, pl. 26 e, and in room X9 
of a tetrastyle atrium house at Sisine 28 and Psylalonia, AA 32 (1977) 81, fig. 10; at Lontou 107, the opus 
sectile design in the centre of the room was surrounded by a simple white mosaic pavement with a black 
band, AA33 (1978) 81. 

3 0 0 (In. No. 2049), personal observation; this museum example is perhaps the one mentioned in the AA 33 
(1978) 84, that comes from a Roman period domestic remains at Erenstrole Str. 31-35. Fragmentary remains 
of a second disc were also found. The dimensions of these panels are not indicated in the report; the 
destruction level within which the discs were discovered contained pottery of the 1st and 2nd centuries AC; 
for other glass panels see, Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 141-2ff. 
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altars, fountain basins, peritrhanteria, architectural sculpture, decorative column capitals, 

decorative end tiles, balustrade panels, ornamental well heads, Roman fine ware (Arretine and terra 

sigillata), glass vessels adornments, and decorative bronze door fixtures.301 

Architectural adornments, such as the blue glass and ivory window or wall panels 

mentioned above and the decorative door fixtures have not been given proper attention in the past. 

A n investigation into the museum storerooms will reveal a plethora of glass fragments and door 

fixtures that when carefully studied will shed light on the types of window glass and wall 

decorations, and door styles favoured. Doors, in particular, judging from the Attic Stelai and the 

entry in Pollux's Onomasticon (10, 22-17) appear to have been expensive items and not sold along 

with the house. 3 0 2 A good solid wooden door with brass decorative bosses, keyholes, ornate 

handles and other decorative fixtures was a luxury item much like an expensive piece of fiirniture, 

such as an ivory and bronze kline.303 They were highly valued and could be used for centuries, 

handed down from generation to generation, without any significant changes in design. The 

Hellenistic marble tomb door displayed in the Museum of Thessalonike (PI. 79 a-c), for example, 

with the one found at Sparta and the remains of a door from an early Roman period domestic 

structure at Stymphalos bear the same basic design and decorations.3 0 4 Therefore, the bronze key, 

Numerous unpublished complete glass vessels were displayed in the museum of Patras, along with glass 
bulbs resembling Christmas tree ornaments, all probably from tombs, personal observation. 

3 0 2 Even the decorative door bosses could be sold separately as indicated on the Attic Stelai, Pritchett 
(1956) 239; for references to doors, types of doors and door fixtures see, Pollux, Onomasticon 10, 22-27; 8. 
122; although these literary references concern Athens, archaeological evidence seems to bear withness to the 
value placed on wood and its reuse in subsequent periods. For example, at Stymphalos we have the presence 
of a Hellenistic structure reoccupied in the Roman period where the Hellenistic door was in use, infra n. 304. 

3 0 3 Elaborate Hellenistic fulcra from klinai (antiques) were found in the 2nd century A C Villa of Dionysos 
at Dion, Pandermalis (1996) 212; see Chapter 5, infra 336, n. 322; see also, examples from Priene in 
Wiegand and Schrader (1904) 378-81, Abb. 481; for carved stone klinai imitating the elaborate carved 
wooden moldings and legs see examples from the Hereon at Kalydon, AA 29 (1973-74) 530, pi. 350 a-c. 

3 0 4 For the marble door from the tomb of Hagia Paraskeuve, Thessalonike see, Sismanides (1986) 82-9, pis. 
18 b-22 a and Vokotopoulou (1996) 98-9; similar door bosses were also found in the House of the Archives 
at Kallion (PI. 115), Themelis (1979) 262, Abb. 17; the doors of Spartan monumental tombs of the 
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the decorative bronze door bosses and bronze hare's foot (door knocker?) from the atrium house at 

Erenstrole 31-35, in Patras, are remnants perhaps of a similar impressive door that once served this 

305 

structure. 

There is an abundance of sculpture and it is found at almost all sites. Terracotta figurines 

along with small terracotta altars may have adorned a domestic shrine located within a courtyard, 3 0 6 

or placed as garden decorations on tables; the terracotta figurine of a Hermaphrodite from 

Karaiskake and Miaoule Strs. could have served such a purpose. Marble sculpture in the round 

portraying figures take from Dionysiac themes were appropriate imagery for a dining 

environment.3 0 8 The marble images that have surfaced to date include representations of Dionysos, 

a satyr herm, and a Dionysos and youth. 3 0 9 

Other sculptural themes in bronze or marble include images of Aphrodite, 3 1 0 who would 
have held a prominent place in the Patraean household as the patron deity of the city and as a 

Hellenistic period were usually of marble, preferable rosso antico with bosses and handles in relief, 
Raftopoulou (1998) 134, fig. 12.17; remains of ornate bosses were excavated in the Ashlar House at 
Stymphalos, summer 2001 (Pl. 80 a-c). 

3 0 5 Erenstrole 31-35,^ 33 (1978) 84. 

3 0 6 Terracottas see, AA 30 (1975) 102, AA 32 (1977) 76 and AA 32 (1977) 89; the altar comes from a garden 
atrium house at Psylalonia 15-16, AA 29 (1977) 79. 

3 0 7 AA 30 (1975) 102. 

3 0 8 A statue of a 'dionysiac' figure holding a kantharos from the room with a statue base in the villa at Psyla 
Alonia Square, AA 28 (1971) 154. 

3 0 9 Nude headless statuette of Dionysos from a garden atrium house at Psylalonia 15-16, AA 32 (1977) 83; 
satyr herm from Boukaouri Str., AA 32 (1977) 68; Dionysos and youth from Hagiou Demetriou Str., 
Blackman (1996-97) 42. 

3 1 0 Found in the impluvium of the house, AA 27 (1971) 150; on a marble statue base are the remains of feet 
from two figures and part of a dolphin and child (Eros ?), Aphrodite may have been one of the images 
portrayed,32 (1977) 76. 
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fertility goddess.3 1 1 Aphrodite was also the patron of prostitutes and Patras, like Corinth, must have 

had her fair share. This observation perhaps explains the presence of a large female population at 

Patras which curiously enough, by the time of Pausanias (VII, 21.14) "outnumbered the men by two 

to one [and] were among the most charming in the world." A bronze kerykeion, found in a group 

313 

of industrial houses in the Lower City, was perhaps originally attached to a statue of Hermes; a 

symbolic image in a city dominated by merchants and tradesmen. Small statues of winged Nike, 

Herakles, Dionysos, and a copy of the Athena Parthenos of Pheidias reflect the elaborate Roman 

practice of placing sculptural adornments within a domestic sphere. 3 1 4 

Furthermore, given the Roman character of the city, the presence of portrait sculpture 

adorning the residences of the wealthy is to be expected. It was displayed in areas that served an 

official function and primarily in the atria and garden courtyards.3 1 5 A n example can be seen in the 

Psyla Alonia villa that appears to have had a number of official rooms and reception areas. In one, a 

possible statue base was found facing onto a stoa while in another nearby smaller room with a 

mosaic pavement, a portrait statue of Lucius Verus was discovered. 3 1 6 

3 1 1 AA 32 (1977) 89; fragment of a bronze hand from an over life-size sculpture was discovered at Miaouli 
78,^Ld 34(1979) 134. 

3 1 2 For a discussion of Pausanias' comment concerning the women of Patras see also, Rizakis (1989) 184. 

3 1 3 At Miaouli 55-57 Str., AA 32 (1977) 87, 89. 

3 1 4 For the Nike and Herakles see, AA 29 (1971) 155-6; a Roman copy of a 0.50 m marble statue of the 
youth Dionysos with a tree, grape vine and grapes was perhaps set up in the tetrastyle atrium at Hagiou 
Demetriou 98-100, as suggested by limestone bases found, AA 46 (1991) 139, fig. 1; for the Athena Parthenos 
see,^J29(1971) 156, n. 11. 

3 1 5 The fragmentary marble remains of a nude youth found in room X5 of a house at Tsamadou and 
Korinthou Strs., may have been a portrait, AA 45 (1990) 130; a Roman male portrait was found in a niche at 
Hagiou Demetriou 98-100, AA 46 (1991) 138, fig. I:x5a,pl. 69 b. 

3 1 6 Papachatzes (1980) 118, suggests that the villa in the Psyla Alonia Square may have served a public 
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Accompanying these figural sculptures were often stone reliefs with images of beasts, or 

human forms, tabulae ansatae, plaques of marble revetment incised with images, terra 

sigillata pinakia,321 and terracotta circular discs, oscilla, with flowers and tainia in relief. 3 2 2 The 

terracotta decorations may have been displayed on the walls of various rooms or courtyards, or, as 

in the case of oscilla, suspended within the intercolurnniations of a courtyard, a practice common in 

the peristyle gardens at Pompeii. 

This host of sculptural ornamentation embellished the garden courtyards and atria of the 

prominent homes that were equally well adorned with a multitude of architectural refinements. The 

ringed well heads of the courtyard, the marble columns or stuccoed brick piers with Doric, Ionic, or 

Corinthian capitals that graced the peristyle garden courtyards, and the decorative epistyles with 

stone geisa and volute terracotta akroteria, created an elaborate architectural backdrop for the 

sculptural decoration. 3 2 3 In addition to the figural sculpture, garden sculpture consisting of tables 

function, as a gymnasium perhaps with atria and stoas; however, the multiple atria with impluvia and the 
numerous sculptural fragments found here may also indicate a dwelling of a Roman official of Patras whose 
residence served both a public and private function, as did many of the residences of the elite; for the portrait 
of Lucius Verus see, AA 27 (1971) 151; a headless marble statue of a nude ephebe found in the same house 
may also belong to the category of portrait sculpture, but it has not been studied. 

3 1 7 At Miaouli 78, a plaque depicting lions devouring a dear, AA 34 (1979) 134; Catling (1987-88) 29. 

3 1 8 A marble dedicatory relief of a bearded man in profile from the fill of a house at Tsamadou and 
Hypsylantou245,v4zf 30 (1975) 106. 

3 1 9 From a house on Kanakari Str., Catling (1984-85) 27. 

3 2 0 A panel incised with a dolphin was discovered in the villa from the Psyla Alonia Square, AA 29 (1971) 
150. 

3 2 1 At Helia Maniate 15, AA 30 (1975) 108; at Trion Nauarchon 50-52, a pinakion, AA 33 (1978) 89. 

322 AA 32 (1977) 76. 

3 2 3 At Kanakare 205 surfaced one well head constructed of elaborate terracotta cylinders and a second of 
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for the display of statuary and, perhaps, expensive domestic wares — as was customary in Italy-

water basins, perirrhanteria and fountains completed the decorative assemblage of a Patraean 

household. 3 2 5 

These domestic furnishings portray an image not commonly associated with the interior 

adornment of a classical Greek household, which may have had a more Spartan appearance.326 For 

comparative examples one must turn to the west, primarily, to Pompeii and Herculaneum where 

some of the best surviving examples have been excavated. Animal sculpture, like the figurine of a 

seated dog from Patras, 3 2 7 was perhaps displayed on pedestals located within the atria as found in 

two limestone rings, one of which was adorned with a kymateion, AA 35 (1980) 182; another well head at 
Miaouli 55-57, AA 32 (1977) 86; Ionic capital from Karatza 17-19, AA 29 (1977) 76; epistyle, geisa and 
akroteria at Karatza \1-\9,AA 32 (1977) 76 and Sisine \1-\9,AA 32 (1977) 80. 

3 2 4 Similar to the marble leg fragments found in room X7 lararium (?) at the house on Boukaouri 90-92, 
AA 32 (1977) 68, pi. 53 a; a marble table leg of the attic type with a carved image of Dionysos leaning on a 
vine trunk from Niketa 8-10, Roman period, AA 48 (1993) 113-14, pi. b-d, see also Stephnidou-Teveriou 
(1993) 93-94; comparable elaborate marble table legs were excavated at Dion, Pandermalis (1999) 220, 223-
5; a circular marble incised table top (?) was found in the fountain room (4 a) of house 4 at Korinthou, 
Miaoule and Tsamadou Strs., AA (1973-74) 390; it is interesting to note that the tradition of the gartibulum, a 
table upon which bronze vessels were displayed at the edge of the impluvium facing the entrance, had 
according to Varro (Lingua Latina, V. 125) gone out of style from the time of his youth. At Pompeii, 
however, as Mau (1907) 254, observes this custom continued. 

3 2 5 The marble basin in the peristyle atrium was provided with water by a system of lead pipes, Kanakare 
205, AA 35 (1980) 182, pi. 39a. A water basin was also excavated on the exterior of the atrium house along 
the Via Gabina, Widrig, fig. 6 (PI. 34 d); aperirrhanterion was found at Philopoemenos 54-56, AA 31 (1976) 
91; room with a perirrhanterion at, AA 29 (1971) 151; for marble perirrhanteria as courtyard embellishments 
of the Hellenistic period see, the Hellenistic House of the Archives at Kallion in Chapter 5 on Nikopolis, infra 
335; see also Priene, Wiegand and Schrader(1904) 375-6; a fountain impluvium at Psylalonia 15-16, AA 32 
(1977) 82; of interest is a unique (to date) example of a possible exterior marble fountain (2.80 x 1.30 m) that 
stood on the road with one side adjacent to the wall of the domestic remains at Niketa 60-66, AA 33 (1978) 
84-85, fig. 2, pi. 27 c. 

3 2 6 The interior of homes take on a more decorative appearnce in the Late Classical period, Walter-
Karyde(1996) 68-71,80-3. 

3 2 7 32(1977) 86. 
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the House of the Little Bull at Pompeii (Pl. 81 b). Campanian impluvia and basins were often 

• 329 

adorned with fountains and sculpture in the round displaying images of Venus, silenes and putti. 

Evidence for a similar practice within the Patraean domestic sphere can be observed in a house on 

Neophytou 42, famous for its gladiatorial mosaic. 3 3 0 A stepped marble clad basin framed by two 

mosaic paved rooms carries a niche at one end and above it a statue base (Pl. 81a) that originally 

supported an appropriate sculptural image. The marble statue of Eros (1.75 m high) from Niketa 8-

10 adorned one of the wealthy residences in the area. 3 3 1 On the other hand, perirrhanteria and water 

troughs were probably located next to, or within, impluvia similar to the arrangement observed in 

the House of A . Octavius Primus and in the House of the Silver Wedding at Pompeii. 3 3 2 In 

addition, the assemblage of sculptural reliefs, herms and hanging discs that adorned the garden 

peristyle, courtyard of the House of the Golden Cupids at Pompeii, was perhaps emulated in the 

Patraean homes. 

The origins of sculptural decorations in garden courtyards ultimately stem from the 

ostentatious villas of the Hellenistic period, 3 3 3 but comparable examples with fiirmshings intact 

3 2 8 George (1998) 83, fig. 3. 

3 2 9 For the most complete group of garden sculpture see the House of the Vettii and the House of the 
Golden Cupids in George (1998) 92, fig. 9. 

3 3 0 AA 36 (1981) 157, p. 99 a, b; Papapostolou (1989) 393. 

3 3 1 From the same area and probably from a domestic context is the statue of a seated child with a small 
animal in its arms, AA 48 (1993) 114, pl. 42 a; see also Stephanidou-Teveriou (1993) 201-2; fragment of a 
nude female statue from Germanou 134, AA 33 (1978) 80. 

3 3 2 George (1998) 89, 91, figs. 4, 7, 8, and also in the House of the Balcony at Pompeii, idem 92, fig. 10. 

3 3 3 George (1998) 84; for a detailed account see, Zanker (1979) 460-523. 
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have not been excavated to date on the Greek mainland. The Patraean examples, therefore, appear 

to be of Italian influence, which focused on the adaptation of courtyard decoration to houses of all 

sizes, and was not restricted to grand villas alone. Furthermore, the introduction and flourishing at 

Patras of the atrium house with peristyle garden courtyard, which was first introduced to Pompeii 

during its final phase (AD 62-79), coincides with the introduction of the Campanian version of 

garden decoration. The evolution, therefore, of Italian garden adornments did not end with the 

eruption of Vesuvius but continued at other provincial centres, such as the Roman city of Patras. 

SUMMARY 

From this analysis of Patraean domestic units a vivid and detailed image of the Roman city 

has emerged. Several important observations can therefore be made. First, the appearance and 

dominance of the Italian type domus with atrium and impluvium at Patras coincides with the arrival 

of Roman colonists. Second, the introduction of the fountain room and garden peristyle appears to 

be directly associated with the arrival of new settlers from the Italian mainland. Most notable, 

however, are the construction techniques of Patraean dwellings that closely follow Roman building 

methods. And last, in the area of domestic adornment, such as mosaic pavements, many parallels 

can also be sought from across the Adriatic. 

Or, perhaps not yet published; for Hellenistic perirrhanteria see, Chapter 4, Sparta, infra 266; for 
marble table from Eretria see, Ducrey (1993) n. 4, fig. 43; for marble lion's foot from Stymphalos see, 
Williams (2002) forthcoming. 
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C H A P T E R 4 

S P A R T A 

"Of the cities in the Peloponnesos Argos and 
Sparta prove to have been, and still are, the 
most famous;...but later and ever afterwards 

the Lacedaemonians excelled, and persisted in 
preserving their autonomy."1 

"Sparta is in a rather hollow district although 
it includes mountains within its limits; yet no 
part of it is marshy, though in olden times the 
suburban part was marshy and this part they 

called Limnae."2 

Sparta, Athens' ancient rival and the cultural capital of the Peloponnesos during the Roman 

period, was among the group of Greek cities that acquired the title of civitas libera in 146 B C . But 

this is where any similarities with the other 'free' Hellenic poleis ends, for her relationship with 

Rome was unique. She was a civitus foederata and had her own treaty with Rome. Sparta's close 

affiliation with the conquerors ultimately influenced not only her major political decisions - such as 

siding with Octavian in the civil wars — but also the plan and adornment of domestic space.4 

Interestingly enough, in a city that focused on preserving her local traditions the presence of 

the atrium/impluvium unit comes as somewhat of a surprise. What the contributing factors were, 

that may have played a role in the development and introduction of this Italian type of plan at Sparta 

during the Roman period, and when they begin, are thought-provoking questions. As we have 

already seen, for example, at Corinth or Patras, a strong Roman veteran element and the appearance 

of a merchant/elite were responsible for the emergence of the Italian domus-type unit in these cities. 

1 Strabo (8.6.18). 

2 Strabo (8.4.1). 

3 Strabo (8, 5. 5) indicates that Sparta was "held in particular honour, and remained free, contributing to 
Rome nothing else but friendly services"; in fact, according to Strabo "Argos...persists second in rank after 
Sparta" (8, 6. 18); Larsen (1959) 447. 

4 According to Pausanias (8.9.6), Sparta was the only Greek city to do so along with Mantinaea. 
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In the case of Sparta, however, veterans are not known to have settled here and signs of Roman 

negotiatores are few.5 Despite the fact that the Roman element is restricted in this Greek polis there 

are numerous other factors — cultural, political and social — that contributed to the advent of the 

atrium/impluvium unit in the domestic plan of Roman Sparta. 

First, there was Sparta's cultural appeal which attracted not only tourists from the Greek elite 

but also their Italian counterparts. While Athens was made famous by her philosophical schools, 

Sparta's claim to fame lay in her historical significance, her customs and, particularly, in the revival 

of her Lykourgan rituals.6 This focus on the physical aspects of education no doubt appealed to the 

more practical, down to earth Romans who flocked to this historical city both as tourists and as 

students. Cicero, for example, was among the educated Romans who visited Sparta in 79-77 B C as 

part of his study abroad. 

Second, close political ties existed between the two cities. According to Strabo, Sparta was 

highly regarded and held in honour by the Romans "because of the excellence of their government" 

(9. 2.39). Special lodgings, in fact, for those frequently visiting Roman officials were erected at 

Sparta.8 From these close encounters a novel and unique political terminology evolved during the 

5 A bilingual epitaph of one D. Livius Zeuxis, IG V 1.741, was found at Sparta; for evidence of negotiatores 
along the Laconian coast see Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 96 and Le Roy (1978) 261-6. 

6 An educational theory that was based not on the intellectual training of its youths for which Athens was 
famed, but on their physical agoge, see Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 210; there is a division in modern 
scholarship on the continuity of Lycourgan practices. Taiphakos, (1974) 37-38 and n. 3, views these practices 
as a continuation of Spartan ancestral rituals based on epigraphic (IG VI 45, 74, 541) and literary evidence: 
Cicero (Murena, 74, pro Flacco, 63), Pausanias (3, 16.6), Plutarch (Lykourgos, 31; Lycourgos and Numa, 4), 
Aristotelis (fragmenta, 534), Philostratos (Vitae Sophistarum, 4.31); Cartledge and Spawforth, (1989) 190, 
suggest that they were practiced "as they were remembered or reconstructed in the Roman age"; Kennell 
(1995) 70-97, demonstrates that Spartan agoge of the Roman era was mainly a product of that period. 

7 Ad Familiares, 13.28; pro Flacco, 63; Tusculanae Disputationes, 5. 27.77; see also, Cartledge and 
Spawforth (1989) 94; Kennell (1995) 6. 

8 IG V 1.7.5-6, 2nd or 1st centuries BC inscription; following the Achaian war (149-6 BC), Cartledge and 
Spawforth (1989) 94. 
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imperial period. Words such as philokaisar and philopatris, for example, appear in the city's official 

inscriptions as honourary titles for the first time.9 

Third, strong patron/client bonds developed with some of the most powerful and influential 

families of Rome. According to Suetonius (Tiberius, 6), the Claudii and the Aurelian clan, for 

example, claimed their descendance from Sparta.1 0 Livia and Tiberius sought asylum here in 40 B C 

after the Perusine War, while Brutus, guided by spartomania, had named part of his Italian estate 

after renowned Spartan toponymns.11 This spartophilia of the Romans was one of the contributing 

factors that prompted Augustus to assign the supervision of the Actian games, held at Nikopolis, to 

Sparta.1 2 In addition, the prestigious title of Roman citizenship was handed out liberally by 

Augustus to the powerful elite families of Sparta, particularly to those who belonged to the 

13 

priesthood of the imperial cult. 

The amalgamation of these various cultural, political and social forces helped formulate the 

Romanitas of Roman period Sparta. It is, therefore, not surprising to find Italian architectural 

9 Taiphakos (1974) 40; philokaisar and philopatris in SEG U 503.1-5, is dated to the early Hadrianic period, 
see also Woodward (1925-26) 236-7; philokaisar and dikaiotatos in IG V 1.109.4; philokaisar and 
eusebastos, in IG V 1.152, ca 2nd century A C , CIG14.1306; philokaisar and philopatrin in IG V 1.464.5, ca 
A D 90; Taiphakos, (1974) 40, however, clearly states that these new political terms "can be found only in 
Spartan inscriptions"; however, the words philokaisar and philopatris as honourary titles also appear in 1st 
century A C inscriptions from Cos (SIG 804.11 and SIG 804.12) from Messenia A D 54-68 (SEG 4, 353.8), 
Themelis (1990) 73-5. 

1 0 See also Ovid (Heroides, 15, 196); Taiphakos (1974) 42-44; Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 94, 
postulate that the patron/client ties with the Claudii may have originated with Ap. Claudius Pulcher (cos. 185 
BC) in the early second 2nd BC; the earliest documented evidence comes from ca 100 B C according to 
Suetonius (Tiberius, 6). 

1 1 For Livia and Tiberius see: Dio Cassius (54. 7,1); Suetonius (Tiberius, 6.2); Taiphakos (1974) 42-4; 
Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 96; for Brutus see: Cicero (ad Atticum, 15.4) and Cartledge and Spawforth 
(1989) 95. 

1 2 Strabo (7.7.6) points out that they where supervised by the Laconians; Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 
99. 

1 3 Spawforth (1992) 236, points out that 7 of the 13 officials in the Imperial cult belonged to the Claudii, 
Pomponii and Aelii families. 
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influences in the public and private spheres. Foreign domestic elements (construction techniques, 

plans and amenities, i. e. gardens, baths, etc.) were incorporated into the dwellings of this city, 

primarily among those of the elite who strove to retain imperial favour and their unique status with 

Rome. 1 5 Furthermore, these forces assist in establishing the chronological limits of Roman period 

Sparta, the starting point of which can justifiably be associated with Augustus (27 B C ) . 1 6 It is during 

this period that one expects to find major Roman influences in the art and architecture of the city, 

influences which perhaps were not derived directly from the west, but probably from Rome's 

'satellite cities,' the colonies of Corinth and Patras.1 7 These centres, as we have already seen, were 

two significant port cities with a strong Roman element that assisted in the dissemination of Roman 

influences within the province of Achaia. 

As for the end of the Roman period at Sparta, a date in the reign of Gallienus (ca 260) is 

appropriate based on economic and historical factors. Sparta at this point in time ceased to mint her 

own bronze coinage, as did other Hellenic cities.1 8 At the same time an invading northern tribe, 

possibly the Heruli, disrupted the continuity of urban life as indicated by the destruction layers of 

The Augustan Roman stoa was constructed of brick-faced mortared rubble, Dodge (1987) 107, Traquair 
(1905-6) 414-20, and Waywell and Wilkes (1994) 379-432; the Antonine Baths were also of a brick-faced 
mortared rubble core, Dodge (1987) 107 and Wace (1905-6) 407-14; bath complex of brick and concrete in 
the O.T. (building block) 126, AA 20 (1965) 173-4, pl. 155 and AA 28 (1973) 170-1. 

1 5 Spartan elite appear to have erected private mausolea on villa estates, Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 
142; for Roman tombs on the Spartan plain see,'Epyov (1962) 137-44 and (1963) 102-115; see also Kahrstedt 
(1954)200. 

1 6 The date 27 B C is a good starting point because it can be associated with the reorganization of the Roman 
province of Achaia and the provinces in general, Strabo (17. 3. 25). 

1 7 In fact, the Roman town plan of the city — as indicated by the architectural remains and street patterns — 
was established in the last decades of the 1st century B C by Gaius Julius Eurycles, AA 50 (1995) 138. This is 
pointed out in a report on the excavations of the earliest private balneum, at Dionskouron Str. (O.T. 6, G. 
Korsone plot), excavated to date at Sparta, idem 133-8, fig. 9, pis. 58-60. The date for the building of this 
structure was established on the pottery shards connected with the foundations of the walls, of which most 
belong to the end of the Hellenistic period (black gloss), Megarian skyphoi, west slope ware and pinakia (one 
black ware and one Arretine), idem 137. 

1 8 Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 169; for Athens and Patras see, corresponding Chapters 1 and 3, supra 
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this period. It is interesting to note, however, that despite these disturbances Spartan mosaic 

production, according to Panayiotopoulou, does not appear to have been interrupted, but on the 

contrary it flourished in the 3rd century and primarily in the second half. 

NEIGHBOURHOODS 

The town plan of Roman Sparta acquired certain distinguishing characteristics that singled it 

out from the plans of other Greek cities of the period. The origins of these characteristics can be 

traced back to early Spartan history. Moreover, the exact size of the Roman period city is unknown, 

but the Hellenistic enceinte, which was no longer used by this time and witliin which the Roman 

21 • • 

city lay, encompassed vast amounts of territory, totalling 209 hectares in all (PI. 82). Withm the 

walls were the five famous districts — Pitane, Limnae, Mesoa, Cynosura and Neopolitae — whose 
22 * 

origins are associated with the synoecism of Sparta. As with any Greek city of the Roman period, 

certain common elements are present: cemeteries, town plan, sanctuaries and public buildings (i.e. 

15 and 166, and for Nikopolis, Chapter 5, infra 21 A. 

1 9 For the Herulian invasion at Sparta see, Karamesine-Oikonomidou (1968) 376-82; AA 21 (1972) 251; 
Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 122; the destruction levels in rooms at the Paraskeuopoulou plot, south of 
the theatre where charred remains of seeds in storage jars and a hoard of 200 Corinthian lamps, dated to the 
first half of the 3rd century, has tentatively been linked to the Heruli, AA 19 (1964) 144-5; the destruction of 
domestic remains in the Magoula at the Mandrozou plot, may be associated with the Heruli. A Lacedemonian 
coin from the reign of Gallienus was found on a mosaic pavement^ 27 (1972) 251; the various spolia, used 
in the construction of the main road drain and the enhancement of roads with stoas occurred in the later part 
of the 3rd century which coincides with the building activity in the city following possibly an attack by the 
Goths or the Herulii in A D 267, AA 30 (1975) 74 and Catling (1983-84) 27. 

2 0 A point which Panayiotopoulou (1998) 113, stresses in her article but does not provide details on the 
dating evidence and the number of mosaic pavements she based her conclusion. 

2 1 Raftopoulou (1998) 137 describes it as "large and prosperous" city, while Cartledge and Spawforth 
(1989) 133, comparing the city to Pompeii (65 hectares), concluded that she "was relatively small"; for the 
size of the Hellenistic enceinte see Cartledge and Spawforth, 133. 

2 2 For information on some of the districts see AA 21 (1972) 242 and nn. 1, 2; Strabo (8.5.1); Pausanias 
(3.16.79); Papachatzis (1976) 334-5. 
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baths), agora, garden plots, uncultivated land, orchards, houses and farm houses. The town plan 

of Sparta, however, presents a peculiarity in the distribution and arrangement of these basic features. 

Sparta, like Athens, originally had a meandering town plan and it was not until the imperial 

period that a grid system was established.24 Based on the ahgnment of floor mosaics and streets,25 

the Roman period houses followed a N E - S W alignment,26 while the villas and workshops in the 

Lemnaia district observed the earlier layout.2 7 Moreover, it appears that private and public 

monuments did not intermingle. Balnea were interspersed among the domestic units, which lay 

towards the south and S W sections of the city. 2 8 According to Pausanias between the 

neighbourhoods/ districts lay heroa, which scholars have identified with the excavated remains of 

Hellenistic funerary monuments found within the walls. 2 9 Despite the fact that extramural 

For a possible public balneum at Platanista (O.T. 127) see, AA 49 (1994) 178; the Roman stoa formed 
part of the Spartan Agora although the exact area, either to the north or south of the stoa, has not been 
determined, Waywell and Wilkes (1994) 432; farm houses as observed at other Greek cities, Corinth, Patras 
see, supra 115, App. 75, were vital to the economy of the city; the first such example at Sparta was recently 
excavated in the Floras plot, in the Magoula district (ancient Pitane), AA Al (1992) 110. 

2 4 Raftopoulou (1998) 127. 

2 5 Christou, (1964) 141, had pointed out that all floor mosaics found to date followed a NE-SW alignment, 
at a diagonal to the modern street system laid out by the French in the mid 19th century; a 5.5 m road from 
section 125 (Yerontzou plot) ran in a SW-NE direction, AA 35 (1980) 142; there is also evidence for 
continuous use of streets from earlier periods as indicated by the remains excavated in the area of the Eurotas 
bridge where a 4 m wide metalled road of gravel and terracotta fragments were found, AA 27 (1972) 244. 

2 6 Evidence is visible in the Loumou plot (section 117) where the foundations of a late Hellenistic/early 
Roman period room have a different alignment than the later Roman house, AA 28 (1973) 168; see also, AA 
50 (1995) 129; at Kyprou and Triakosion Strs., both building phases (Roman and Hellenistic) follow the SW-
N E alignment, AA 30 (1980) 145. 

2 7 Raftopoulou (1998) 137; domestic wall remains of a NW-SE alignment have also been detected, AA 50 
(1995) 122. 

2 8 A 2nd to 3rd centuries Roman balneum was revealed at the Karra plot (bb 102) in the Lirnnae district, 
Raftopoulou (1998) 137. 

2 9 "...Opposite the theatre are two tombs; the first is that of Pausanias the second of Leonidas" (3.14.1); 
"there is a place in Sparta called Theomelida. In this part of the city are the graves of the Agiad Kings (near 
the Pitane district)" (3.14.2); Raftopoulou (1998) 134; Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 133; four built 
chamber tombs (free-standing monuments) were found in area K14-15 (Pl. 83), within the Hellenistic walls. 
The earliest dated to 200-150 BC and the latest to the Augustan period, Wace and Dickens (1906-7) 155-68; 
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cemeteries were established outside the Hellenistic walls during the Roman period, to the north and 

S W section of the modem town, the Spartan custom of interment within the city limits — that is 

between the districts/neighbourhoods — continued sporadically during the imperial period. 3 0 

Public monuments on the other hand, contrary to Greek or Roman practices, appear to have 

been isolated from domestic establishments and located perhaps on the acropolis or in its immediate 

* 31 32 

vicinity. Sanctuaries have been identified SW, south and east of the acropolis, while workshops 

possibly associated with these sanctuaries have also been located nearby. 3 3 In addition to the 

archaeological remains, epigraphic and literary evidence confirm the existence of numerous public 

monuments at Sparta, such as the archives,3 4 the citizen-assembly meeting-place,35 lodgings for 

Raftopoulou, (1998) 127, 134 considers the two-storey tomb as an example of Pausanias' heroa and typical of 
Sparta. She also points out that "a few" of this type from the Hellenistic period, constructed of marble, were 
found "decorated with doors of the type known from Macedonian tombs." These tombs were located on "the 
lowland between the hills." One from the archaic period was also discovered "near a ravine at the lower 
slopes of the Hill." This archaic cemetery was used into Roman times; two more were identified in the 
Southern Cemetery (K 22, PI. 83), near the Magoula torrent, idem 136. 

3 0 For the Northern Cemetery see Adamantiou (1931) 91-96 and Adamantiou (1934) 123-128; Southern 
Cemetery was located by Raftopoulou (1998) 136 and n. 32, in the Mavrides plot (1994-5) bb 146; tombs 
were found in plot bb 121, of which one was a cubiculum (tomb chamber). The material evidence from these 
tombs suggests a date from the 2nd to 3rd centuries, AA 40 (1985) 102. 

3 1 According to Raftopoulou (1998) 127, an epimeletria, director, of antiquities of Sparta between 1991 and 
1995, the "absolute lack of public buildings among the domestic insulae, however untypical of Roman cities, 
suggests that all of them were gathered on the low hill of the Acropolis." 

3 2 Sanctuaries have been noted by Raftopoulou, (1998) 127, to the south foot, another to the east, in the area 
of the ancient district of Limnae and one north of the hill; for the one SW of the Acropolis see AA 37 (1982) 
112; a small votive pit N E of the acropolis, in the Karra plot 102, was part of a Geometric to early Roman 
period sanctuary. A second apothetis (votive pit) was found in the area SW of the city, next to the western 
wall, .4/135 (1980) 140. 

3 3 A terracotta figurine workshop (figurines, votive limbs and some moulds) for votive offerings of the 
Roman period was located on the south slope of the Acropolis, Woodward (1926-7) 47 and Spawforth and 
Cartledge (1989) 224, #62; a votive pit was found in the Theodoropoulos-Liokaftos plot bb 120 (PI. 87) just 
south of the stadium that contained a deposit of figurines, plaques and moulds. These moulds suggest the 
presence of a workshop nearby, AA Al (1992) 104, fig. 5 and Raftopoulou (1998) 127. 

34 IG V 1.20 a.3-4, a Trajanic decree; Plutarch (Agis, 19.10). 

3 5 The synodos in IG V 1.882-3, may perhaps be the skias in Pausanias (3.12.10), Spawforth and Cartledge 
(1989) 217, # 13. 
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visiting dignitaries, a makellon, and stoa. Their location, however, has not as yet been 

established, but future investigations in the area surrounding the acropolis should prove to be 

revealing. 

The city, furthermore, hosted a select neighbourhood for her leading families and wealthy 

members of society, similar to those noted at Athens (Kallion) and Corinth (Kraneion). Plutarch 

(Memorabilia, 601b) identifies Sparta's exclusive residential district as the famous Pitane which has 

been located in the N W angle of the intramural area enclosed by the Hellenistic enceinte (Pl. 82). 

The traces of spacious domestic units, garden courtyards, domestic sculpture and decorative mosaic 

pavements identified, attest to the opulence of these residences.40 

Evidence for humbler habitations, however, which are commonly found in an industrial 

section of the urban landscape, has also surfaced. Some were located in the area south of the 

modern stadium (Mesoa district)41 and east of the acropolis (Limnae district).42 Whether such 

residential quarters were inhabited in part by foreigners or distinct religious groups is an issue worth 

3 6 For Romans and dicasts see, IG V 1.7, 5-6, of 2nd to 1st centuries BC. 

3 7 Varro (deLingua Latina, v. 146); according to Raftopoulou, (1998) 127, n. 7, this may be associated with 
remains of an urban market located north of the trefoil structure. 

3 8 IG V I .692; for a brief history of the topography and excavations at Sparta and stoa see, Waywell and 
Wilkes (1994) 379-432; also Waywell and Wilkes (1993) 219-20, and Bonsanquet (1905-6) 282-3. 

3 9 Cartledge and Spawforth, (1989) 131-2, emphasize that it has been "firmly" located, but do not state the 
evidence; see also, AA 27 (1972) 242, n. 2; excavations are limited in the Pitane area because it lies outside 
the modern city limits. Finds include a house with mosaic floor and a mausoleum with wall paintings, 
Adamantiou (1931) 91-6 and (1934) 123-8; Roman bath, Wace (1905-6) 407; Hellenistic Triton pavement, 
Oikonomou(1918) 171. 

4 0 A house with a floor mosaic in the Magoula area (ancient Pitane) was perhaps destroyed by the 
Herulians; a coin of Galienus was found on the mosaic pavement, AA 27 (1972) 248, 250; see also Bosanquet 
(1905-6) 282-3. 

4 1 Remains of house with rooms arranged around a corridor was identified as a possible workshop in the 
area south of the stadium (site 6, bb 120) based on the moulds found along with numerous pottery, figurines 
and ceramic plaques, AA 47 (1992) 103-4; Raftopoulou (1998) 127, n. 11. 

4 2 Raftopoulou, (1998) 137, also mentions areas of industrial activity in the Limnae area, near the Acropolis. 
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investigating. The existence, for example, of a small Jewish community at Sparta is possible, given 

the appearance of a Jewish inscription — albeit of unknown provenance43-- and the establishment of 

a small Christian community by the mid 2nd century under the bishop of Corinth, Dionysios 4 4 

Evidence for negotiatores, on the other hand, is restricted. She was not a port city and subsequently 

few, if any, Roman businessmen ventured inland, whereas at the port of Sparta, Gytheon, the Cloatii 

were active 4 5 

Furthermore, the city was frequented by 'tourists,' elite foreigners and/or scholars who 

resided here on a temporary basis. Consequently, there must have been many inns and rental 

accommodations available for visitors. There are also references to foreign athletes and students 

who came to study here or complete their education 4 6 The presence of these intellectual groups 

indicates that Roman Sparta, unlike her frugal and isolated classical predecessor, displayed a more 

cultured image. She strove to become a second 'Athens,' an educational centre like her former rival 

with schools of philosophy and rhetoric. At the same time she also established a reputation in the 

areas of medicine and professional athletics 4 7 The types of accommodations available to this 

transient population, whether it be rental units in various homes throughout the city or special 

lodgings (inns) for visitors or students, assist in establishing the various categories of domestic 

4 3 An inscribed Jewish tombstone (IG V 1.1349) whose find spot is unknown is said to have come from the 
Sparta area, Spawforth (1992) 237. 

4 4 Eusebius (Histora Ecclesiastica, 4.23.1-2). 

4 5 Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 96; Alcock (1993) 76, fig. 25; for the Cloatii at Gytheion see, IG V 
1.1146 (SIG3 748). They were proxenoi and benefactors of the city. For inscription see, Sherk (1984) 93, # 
74, 

4 6 Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 180. 

4 7 For philosophical schools see Julian (Oration HI, 119 b-c); "...neither from the Greeks has philosophy 
altogether departed, nor has she forsaken Athens or Sparta or Corinth"), Libanius (Epistolae, 1210) and 
Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 183; for Demetrius the Laconian who was a minor Epicurean philosopher of 
ca 100 BC and whose writings were found in the Herculaneum villa of the Calpurnii Pisones see, Cartledge 
and Spawforth (1989) 177; for inscriptions commemorating doctors see, IGV 1.1174 and IG V 1.730, 623; 
for professional athletes see IG V 1.669 and IGRR 1.147. 
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space: private, semi-private of the modern 'bed and breakfast type,' or commercial with independent 

rental units incorporated within a housing block, as found at other sites of the period, such as Athens 

and Patras.48 

A R C H I T E C T U R E 

The study of domestic architecture in Sparta is a complex issue due to the absence of final 

publications, the limited material available in the annual reports of the Ephoreia and, most 

importantly, often the absence of these reports in the Archaiologikon Deltion. The minimal 

information that does exist is based exclusively on salvage excavations which have been conducted 

within the past 35 years in and around the modern city that overlies the ancient polls. Consequently, 

domestic remains are fragmentary and since a complete plan of a Roman-period dwelling does not 

exist their average size remains unknown 4 9 These reports, furthermore, are too synoptic and at 

times lack basic information such as dimensions, details on the type of building materials employed, 

plans and often photographs.50 

Establishing a precise chronological time frame can also be somewhat of a problem for 

more often than not a general title, 'Roman period,' is assigned to anything from the late 1st century 

B C to the 4th century A C . In addition other chronological issues pertaining to the continuous 

occupation of a specific dwelling such as the dates assigned to various renovations or phases are not 

distinguished. A floor mosaic, for example, dated to the 3rd to 4th centuries does not necessarily 

No actual evidence of such structures, however, has been identified at Sparta; for Athens see, Chapter 1, 
supra 44 and for Patras, Chapter 3 supra 192. 

4 9 Raftopoulou (1998) 127-28; for a list of the Roman period remains and house-types see, App. 156-165. 

5 0 In comparison, the Archaeological Service of Patras has published reports almost every year that are more 
detailed and often provide plans and photographs. 
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imply that the building itself was constructed during this period. 5 1 As observed elsewhere (Patras, 

Athens, Corinth) residences were occupied over an extended period of time, centuries in fact, 

undergoing minor or major renovations during their life span; the absence of detailed or final 

publications make it impossible to date the subsequent phases. Pausanias, for instance, mentions 

two Spartan residences which according to the locals were once the homes of famous Spartan 

heroes: Menelaos and the sons of Tyndareus. Regardless of the identity of the original owners 

Pausanias' statement emphasizes the antiquity of these dwellings by associating them with the 

heroic past, as the Romans had done with the Palatine Hut. Furthermore, since the devastating 

effects of the Roman army during the civil wars were not experienced here, Classical and/or 

Hellenistic domestic remains probably witnessed continuous occupation into the Roman period. 

The Triton Mosaic, for example, which was discovered in a room from the Magoula area (Pitane) 

was dated to the Hellenistic period. 5 4 The life span of the structure that housed the mosaic, 

For example, in the Roman building from Kolobou plot, bb 127, AA 40 (1985) 102, the mosaics are dated 
from the 3rd to 4th centuries, but it is unknown whether the structure belongs to the same period. 

5 2 For example, a private balneum in the Kotsone plot (O.T.6) was built in the LH/ER period but used 
continuously to the Early Byzantine period; see also the House of the Greek Mosaic and the House of the 
Parrot Mosaic at Athens, Chapter 1, supra 20 and also the House of the Opus Sectile Panel at Corinth, 
Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 121-2; another problem arises at sites such as Patras, Athens or Sparta where 
salvage excavations are conducted by numerous archaeologist who do not have time to publish, since 
excavations are on an ongoing basis. In order to publish the pottery, for example, or coins of the Roman 
period and establish the boundaries of the various phases, one would need to get permission from all the 
archaeologists who have excavated. Some may wish to publish at some point in time their own material, 
while others may not. 

5 3 "Outside the course...there is a house belonging now to a private individual, but in olden times to 
Menelaos" (3.14.6); Near the Tunic (the chamber) where the women weave the tunic for Apollo Amylcae, 
"near it is built a house said to have been occupied originally by the sons of Tyndareus but afterwards it was 
acquired by Phormion" (3.16.2). 

5 4 Originally discovered and published in AA 4 (1918) 171 ff; in the original publication Hellenistic or even 
early Roman period was suggested, idem 173; it was subsequently reburied during the civil war (1945-7) and 
later re-excavated in 1964. While the mosaic was being removed it was observed that it belonged to a room 
of the Hellenistic period which in turn was part of a large villa, but the evidence for this proposed chronology 
is not presented in the report, AA 19 (1964) 136-7; upright stones were placed as a foundation for this mosaic, 
followed by a thick layer of pressed earth mixed with keramokoniama (plaster with crushed tiles) creating a 
strong mortar, kourasani, AA 24 (1964) 137. 
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however, is not discussed in the report. It is, therefore, unknown whether this room functioned 

during the early or even later Roman period. 

The practice of reusing and incorporating pre-existing structures into later remains was 

observed at the Bougadi plot. No fixed date has been assigned to the remains, but a clear distinction 

was made between the previous, early Hellenistic traces and the later Roman ones. The earlier 

domestic remains were apparently filled in at some point during the Roman period but at least one 

room from the Hellenistic period continued in use as a votive pit for ceramics (apothetes 

keramori).55 

Despite these obstacles in the study of Spartan domestic architecture, an overview of the 

residential plan during the Roman period is possible. Raftopoulou, has published conference 

proceedings on the remains of domestic structures in Roman Sparta based on the salvage 

excavations conducted in the city between the years 1991-95.56 According to this material 

evidence, she has divided the Roman period into two phases; the first includes the 1st and 2nd 

centuries (and first phase of the 3rd century) while the second encompasses the second half of the 

3rd and the 4th centuries. 

O f concern to this thesis is the first phase, which basically covers the first two centuries after 

Christ and part of the third. I should like further to subdivide this period into the early phase, which 

begins after the battle of Actium and primarily covers the 1st century A C to Trajan, while the 

second half commences with the Hadrianic period and ends around the mid 3rd century. O f course 

it is important to note that overlapping does exist and that the limits are not clearly defined since, as 

5 5^Ld 28 (1973) 168. 

5 6 Raftopoulou (1998) 125. Her report also includes a discussion of sanctuaries, workshops, funerary 
monuments and cemeteries. 

5 7 Raftopoulou (1998) 127-8. The chronology of Raftopoulou's second phase, which is not examined in this 
thesis, is based on the dates established for the existing mosaic pavements. Although Raftopoulou does not 
mention the 1st half of the 3rd century A C , I assume that it is included in the 1st phase. 
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already mentioned above, a building constructed in the early Roman period often witnessed 

CO 

continuous occupation down to 4th century. 

Furthermore, it is evident that the types of domestic plans vary, that Roman domestic 

elements were introduced, and that during the 2nd century certain domestic refinements, such as 

courtyard fountains and planters, were popularized. These observations are of course tentative since 

they rely on preliminary or salvage excavation reports. Nonetheless, judging from the available 

evidence, three basic plans have been observed: the simple Hellenic courtyard house, a corridor type 

unit, as well as the popular atrium/impluvium house with or without columnar supports. 

A conventional Greek courtyard house of significant dimensions has been identified at the 

Dedemos plot,5 9 while a second example, originally constructed in the Augustan period, was 

uncovered near the Eurotas bridge in the ancient district of Limnae. The spacious rooms and 

impressive wall decorations point to an owner of substantial means.60 

Of interest is the corridor type house, of trapezoidal shape, located in the 

Theodorakopoulou-Liokautou plot (O.T. 120A). Although its dimensions were not indicated, the 

The Goths also captured Sparta along with Argos and Corinth, as mentioned by Zosimus (5. 6) and 
alluded to by Claudian (In Rufinum U. 189; de TV cosulatu Honorii Agusti, All; de bello Poll. 192, 630); 
according to Spawforth and Cartledge (1989) 126 "clear signs of destruction attributable to the Gothic 
occupation of Sparta so far are slight"; the destruction by fire of a large Roman basilica-type structure, from 
the N . Varvitsiote plot, may be associated with Alarics attack in 396 BC or an earthquake. Extensive 
evidence of fire damage with lots of fragments of burnt wood and tiles was found in the fill above the floor, 
AA 20 (1965) 176; Raftopoulou, (1998) 133, indicates that some structures, based on numismatic evidence, 
had a life span of four centuries. These structures however, were not destroyed but abandoned. The red earth 
(along with few pottery shards and some roof tiles) that covered the mosaic pavements came from the walls 
that perhaps slowly disintegrated once the structures were abandoned. 

5 9 App. 156; Blackman (1997-98) 36. 

6 0 App. 157; dimensions are not provided but simply "the ruins of 3 rooms of a large Roman house..." were 
mentioned, AA 21 (1972) 245; a possible third courtyard house (App. 158), was located in the Mesoa district 
in the Stratakou plot bb (128) (PI. 84 a). The 92.01 m2 floor space was adorned with polychrome geometric 
designs, that have been assigned to a possible 2nd to 3rd centuries date, based on the style of the mosaic and 
the limited amount of shards and coins found in the fill covering the floor. It was pointed out in the report that 
the large size (92.01 m2) and "the relatively small width" of the surrounding walls make it difficult to 
reconstruct this space as a roofed area. For this reason it was identified as a possible 'courtyard' rather than a 
room, AA 40 (1980) 139, pi. 49; Catling (1988-89) 35. 
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brief reports identify it as a large house with rooms (2-6) arranged around a 'corridor' (Pl. 84 b); a 

long hall-way (1) that provided access to rooms either side.6 1 Whether this corridor served as a 

covered or open-air courtyard is not clarified in the report. Comparable plans, however, can be 

found in the Hellenistic 'corridor' house found at Grammenon in Ioannina, in N W Greece, that had a 

roofed corridor (Z) (Pl. 84 c), and the Roman House at Kallion with an entrance corridor (Z) in the 

east side (Pl. 9 7 b ) 6 2 

The third type of domestic plan popular in Sparta is the Roman atrium unit. They are 

identified by their shallow rectangular pools (impluvia) located in the centre of the courtyard, which 

were surrounded by geometric panelled mosaic pavements at times accompanied by a mosaic 

border of animals, or theatrical masks. They had marble revetted walls and possibly a displuviate 

roof, which directed water outward to the sides of the house rather than an compluviate one, since 

no tanks were found beneath the courtyard. These atria, therefore, differ from those found on the 

Italian mainland in two respects: first they are not centrally located within the domestic unit but 

63 

placed to the side and second, there is no cistern beneath the impluvium to collect the rainwater. 

The atrium units of Sparta (App. 160-165), however, like their Patraean counterparts, can be 

subdivided into three categories: the simple atrium/impluvium, the tetrastyle atrium and the peristyle 

atrium. Two examples of the simple atrium unit have been identified. One was found at Lykourgos 

Street next to the southern limits of the Roman city (Pl. 85 a-b); it was accompanied by a triclinium, 

6 1 App. 159; although the dimensions are not provided, it is possible to get a rough estimate from the scale 
indicated on the plan: ca 13 m N E side x ca 15 m SE side x ca 9 m SW side x ca 13.5 m N W side. The length 
of the trapezoidal corridor (1) is ca 11 m on the SW side and a surviving length of ca 9.5m the N E side. 
Room (4) is ca 4.5 m x 3 m x 5.5 m x 3 m, while room (3) is ca 6 m x 4.5 m x 5.5 m x 4 m. AA 47 (1992) 
103-4, 107, fig. 5; Blackman (1997-98) 36. 

6 2 See Chapter 5, Nikopolis, supra 294. 

6 3 According to Raftopoulou, (1998) 131, the atrium at Dorieon Str. was allocated to the side of the house. 
The walls along at least one side were wide external walls. 
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which is commonly identified by its mosaic pavement, and a larger entranceway. The second 

example was excavated at the Salare-Kephalopoulou plot (bb 135) and is part of the remains of a 

large house with three elongated rooms, (Pl. 86 a). The southern chambers were identified as 

storage areas, while those to the east were decorated with mosaic pavements and could therefore be 

associated with the dining and reception areas of the household.6 5 

The tetrastyle atrium, found at Corinth and Patras, has not as yet been securely identified at 

Sparta, but I suspect that it was a common type here also, judging from its popularity at other 

Roman period sites (Corinth, Patras, Dion and Nikopolis) and from the presence of the simple 

atrium?6 On the other hand, large Roman villas with a peristyle atrium have been identified at 

Doreion Str. App. 163 (Pl. 86 b), and possibly at Panteleiomon Str. (App. 162) in the Magoula area 

(ancient Pitane) near the S W corner of the modern town (Pl. 86 d). 6 7 The Doreion Str. Vil la has a 

marble lined impluvium, surrounded by a colonnade and a mosaic pavement of interconnecting 

circles that was assigned to the 4th century, but this of course does not mean that the structure was 

also of the same date.68 

6 4 Raftopoulou (1998) 131. 

6 5 AA 35 (1980) 136, pl. 47 b; Catling (1988-89) 35, fig. 40. 

6 6 For list of tetrastyle atria at Patras, Corinth and Nikopolis see Appendix to sites; for tetrastyle atrium at 
Dion see, Pandermalis (1997) 51-4. 

6 7 Another possible peristyle atrium with a stepped impluvium, although of the 'late Roman period' was 
excavated at the Katsakou plot in Gytheon, Sparta's harbour (App. 63 b), AA 38 (1983) 95-7, fig. 3; for the 
Magoula villa (at Panteleiomon Str., Tsaroucha plot bb, 142) no plan is provided in the reports. It is labeled as 
a 'Late Roman' villa constructed in the 3rd century and occupied into the 4th century, but no reason is given 
for the choice of these dates (24 late Roman coins were found). Late Hellenistic remains have been 
identified, but these were destroyed by the Roman structure. At least two distinct Roman phases were 
observed, but no precise dates were given, AA 35 (1980) 143. 

6 8 Raftopoulou (1998) 131, fig. 12.11; AA 47 (1992) 107-8. Fragments of unfluted columns have also been 
found; the evidence for the 4th century date assigned to the pavement was not presented in the report; 
however, it should be pointed out that this type of mosaic design was common from the 2nd century A C on, 
supra 148ff. 
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In the villa at Panteleiomon Str., Magoula district, the rather large impluvium (8.5 m x 

4.7m), identified as a dexamene (tank/reservoir) in the reports, is surrounded by six unfluted 

columns positioned on Ionic bases, which supported a portico on all four sides.69 A similar 

arrangement can be seen in the early 3rd century A C Roman peristyle House at Mytilene (Pl. 86 

c). 7 0 The distribution of space, between the porticoes and so-called 'impluvium,' does not conform to 

Roman standards where, as a rule of thumb, the open space is rather restricted in comparison to the 

covered areas. This type of villa courtyard oddly combines elements of the peristyle atrium house 

found in the west with those of the Hellenic peristyle house. The latter is commonly distinguished 

by the greater amount of space allocated to the uncovered area of the courtyard rather than the 

porticoes.71 The villa at Panteleimon Str., therefore, may originally have been a peristyle house that 

was later remodelled to conform to current architectural trends. Certain elements, in fact, indicate 

that the central open space of the peristyle was transformed into an ornamental fountain with 

impluvium, as found in the atrium houses. 

The lead pipe, for example, found in the SW corner of the 'impluvium' probably directed 

water to a fountain located within the impluvium,72 similar to those found in the garden atria of 

6 9 The impluvium of the Spartan dwelling does not communicate with the portico area, and it was covered 
with a thick layer of hydraulic lime plaster and in some areas small stone plaques were found. The walls of 
the impluvium were revetted in marble, AA 35 (1980) 142; Catling (1988-89) 36. 

7 0 It had three columns on either long side, Williams and Williams (1991) 182, fig. 3 and Williams (1989) 
165. 

7 1 The oddities of this peristyle/atrium and the presence of Late Hellenistic remains perhaps account for 
these divergences. The Roman remains may have followed an earlier plan, one o f a peristyle courtyard that 
was later converted into an atrium /impluvium court. 

7 2 In the report, AA 32 (1980) 143, a series of conduits associated with the impluvium are mentioned that 
were used to carry away the excess water. One was connected with the impluvium on the west side via a lead 
pipe and another on the east side. Without plans it is difficult to understand the layout of the conduits. Some 
may also have brought in fresh water to supply an ornamental fountain that perhaps adorned this impluvium, 
in a manner somewhat similar to the sophisticated system observed at Patras (with terracotta or stone drains 
for wastewater and lead pipes for fresh water) see, Chapter 3 on Patras, supra 168. 
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Patras. The marble lined basin (2.65 m x 0.65 m) just south of the impluvium, into which poured 

water from the well, was perhaps part of an intricate ornamental water works system.7 4 This ornate 

garden courtyard with marble revetments, mosaic paved floors and marble thresholds — of which 

one provided access to an elaborately paved private dining area on the west side — points to an 

owner of substantial means.7 5 

Luxury units were also equipped with various amenities, which included ornamental garden 

courtyards and baths. Intricately designed private garden plots surrounded by an enclosure with 

towers have been located within the city limits, but whether they were attached to the domestic unit, 

or independently located elsewhere within the city confines, remains to be identified.76 Private 

ornamental gardens, however, were popularized during the Roman period. And regardless of size, a 

courtyard was at times altered in order to accommodate a garden. Examples include the atrium at 

the Tsoutoura plot, and the mosaic paved atrium at Chamaretou Street (between bb 41 and 46). 7 7 

The impluvium of the latter was transformed into a garden which probably included a fountain, 

See Chapter 3, Patras, supra 183ff. 

7 4 How the water was transported from the well to the basin is not mentioned in the report. 

75 AA 35 (1980) 142-3; according to the reports there appears to have been a square cistern (phreatio) for the 
draining of the water in the SE section of the room, which was used to clean the area, AA 30 (1980) 142. This 
area, therefore, may have functioned as a dining room. 

7 6 Raftopoulou (1998) 133; three walled gardens with towers (App. 172) have been identified, one in the 
area O.T. 136 which may be connected with the bath complex in Eleni Dipla plot (AA 20 (1965) 173-4 and 21 
(1966) 155-6), and two in the Menenakou and Giatra plots excavated in 1989, but not published, AA 49 
(1994) 184; the function of these towers is not discussed. Towers within a domestic context are known from 
Archaic and Classical times [Priest's House at Zosteri, Attica, Stavropoulos (1938) 6]. They were used for the 
storage of goods and as watchtowers, especially those associated with farms, Young (1956) 137-4, as perhaps 
was the Vari House in Attica, Jones (1975) 119, fig. 17, and also served as servant's quarters (Demosthenes, 
Energos, 53). A farm house with tower from Palaia Phokia, Attica, (420-270/60 BC), one of the seven 
identified in this region, served perhaps as a watchtower and a signal tower for fire, Lohmann (1989) 191-2. 
They are also found in Roman fortified farms in the Libyan Valley and in the Iberian peninsula where they 
were perhaps used to repel small raids, whereas those positioned in the corners of fortified Roman period 
villas in North Africa and on the Rhine Frontier, possibly functioned as watch towers, Ellis (2000) 103. The 
Spartan garden towers, on the other hand, found within an urban context, may have served an agricultural 
purpose, designed to store garden equipment and produce. 

7 7 App. 164; Blackman (1997-98) 36; for Chamaretou Str., App. 165. 
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possibly elevated on the central octagon whose surface was adorned with dolphin mosaics, a theme 

appropriate for areas associated with waterworks (PI. 87 a-b). In addition, a planter was created 

between the impluvium wall and octagonal base. Similar designs have been found elsewhere at 

Sparta and as we have seen at other sites in Greece (i. e. Patras) and of course across the Adriatic, in 

70 

Campania. The use of opus testaceum in the construction of the octagonal base may suggest a 2nd 

century, Hadrianic, date for the remodelling of the impluvium. This chronology appears to be in 

agreement with the remodelling activities that had taken place in the atria of domestic units of 

Patras at this point in time. The construction of major water works that were underway at numerous 

Hellenic cities during the Hadrianic period, or in general during the 2nd century, facilitated the 

flourishing of domestic garden fountains. At Sparta remains of a 2nd century aqueduct have been 
8 1 

identified and it was perhaps this major water source that instigated the remodelling of atria. 

Increase in the water supply of the polis also prompted the appearance of a number of small 

bath complexes with hypocaust systems throughout the city. They have been assigned to the 2nd or 

early 3rd centuries and are either of a private and/or public nature.82 The chambers vary in shape 

from complex quatrefoil and apsidal forms, 8 3 to more basic rectangular ones, which were adorned 

1% AA 49 (1994) 176, pi. 60 c; Raftopoulou (1998) 132-3, fig. 12.12, 12.13. 

7 9 Raftopoulou (1998) 132; the more elaborate structure at Triakosion Str. (bb 126 and 136) which includes 
small tower like fountains spaced at intervals along a wall with quatrefoil basins into which jetted water from 
above, has been identified as part of a possible public garden by Raftopoulou (1998) 133; however, they 
could just as well be associated with a private residence of a city official, since it is located next to the public 
area; according to George, (1998) 93, fig. 11-2, this practice of converting an atrium into a garden originated 
in Campania. Planting troughs or channels were constructed over the impluvia as noted in the House of D. 
Octavius Quartio at Pompeii. 

8 0 See Chapters 1,2, 3, on Athens, Corinth and Patras, supra 60ff, 98ff, 168ffi; Lolos (1997) 302-14. 

8 1 For the Spartan aqueduct see, Lolos (1997) 309, who proposes a probable 2nd century date for its 
construction. 

8 2 A bath complex at the west end of the Benou plot (bb 125) has been associated with domestic remains at 
the other end of the plot, AA 40 (1985) 102, pi. 40. 

8 3 A bath complex connected with apsidal rooms was found in the Stamatakou plot at K. Palaiologou Str. 
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with marble statues and private dedications. From the Limnae district a 3rd century example has 

been excavated which lies just to the north, close to the acropolis. It has a colonnaded courtyard and 

elaborate marine mosaic pavement; however, there are no distinguishing features that can assist 

scholars in attributing it to a public or an elaborate private establishment.85 

Another architectural element of interest is the apse. It has been identified at Athens, Patras 

and in 2nd century edifices from Amphipolis and Dion. The Athenian example is of a much later 

date, assigned to just before the Herulian invasion. At Sparta, however, it appears a century earlier 

87 

and reflects the introduction of new architectural elements into private structures of the 2nd phase. 

One has been excavated in the Polychronakou plot (P1.88 a), not far from the acropolis, where 

domestic remains of the 2nd to 3rd centuries have surfaced. Included among the finds are a mosaic 

paved dining room, triclinium, an apsidal room at the SE comer of the plot and a series of rooms to 

the west, all arranged in axial alignment.88 A second example has also surfaced in the Lambrinou 

and Xanthakou plots (bb 40) and is associated with remains typical of a Spartan house from the 

second Roman phase.8 9 The function of these rooms, however, has not been identified but their size 

59, which dates to the beginning of the 3rd century as suggested by the shards and wall construction, AA 29 
(1973-74) 290-1; for a simple rectangular domestic bath with hypocaust system, at Dioskouron Str., Katsone 
plot (O.T. 6), with tile pipes (tegulae mammatae), marble revetted walls and paved floors with lead pipes 
providing fresh water see, AA 50 (1995) 133-8, figs. 8-9, pis. 58-60. The structure based on pottery, lamps, 
figurines, metalwork, and numismatic evidence was constructed in the Late Hellenistic/early Roman period 
(last decades of 1st century BC) and used continuously to the early Byzantine period, AA 50 (1995) 137-8. 

8 4 A 2nd century marble statue of Asclepius and a 2nd century inscribed statue dedication (IG V 1.518) set 
up by a certain Claudius Apo[—] for his daughter Kallistonike, were found in a hypocaust quatrefoil structure 
(App. 177), Bonsaquet (1905-6) 435. 

8 5 Dikaiou plot, AA 20 (1965) 176-7; AA 22 (1967) 201-2; AA 24 (1969) 137; but its northern wall is parallel 
to and lies four meters south of a sanctuary with which it may be associated, AA 22 (1967) 202. 

8 6 See Chapter 3, Patras, supra 194ff and Chapter 1, Athens, supra 58ff. 

87 AA 40 (1980) 139. 

8 8 AA 35 (1980) 136-9, figs. 1-2, pis. 48 a-b; Catling (1988-89) 35. 

8 9 The remains are dated according to the reports to the 'Middle Roman period', AA 35 (1980) 139, pi. 50 a. 

246 



does suggest some type of formal area, perhaps a reception hall. Two more examples, associated in 

this case with a bathing establishment at Kokkonou and Charalamphakou plot, were identified; both 

were part of hypocaust rooms, one inscribed within a wall (Cl ) and the second free standing (C2) 

(Pl. 88 c). 

There are of course numerous remains of fragmentary house plans (App. 166-215) that 

cannot be attributed to a particular house-type, if indeed they were part of a domestic unit at all. 

These remains, however, are of significance in the overall study of Spartan domestic architecture for 

they provide a general overview of the primary components commonly found in all dwellings, i f 

their function can be identified. 

The presence of a second storey in Spartan housing, for example, cannot as yet be 

substantiated; however, the 0.95 m wide walls of the room in the Moustakake plot, as well as the 

0.75 m - 1.0 m wide walls located in the Yerontzou plot (bb 125) were indeed wide enough to have 

supported an second level. 9 0 Raftopoulou is of the opinion that there perhaps were no upper stories, 

since evidence for staircases was not found and land was readily available for units to expand.9 1 

Furthermore, the remains of a built drain and piped water line found in the Blachou plot (bb 136) 

(Pl. 88 b) that ran parallel to a structure, reveal the level of sophistication in the drainage system 

and water network of the Spartan household. This hydraulic system can perhaps be compared to the 

one that existed at Patras 9 3 Consequently, due to the availability of water private, bathing 

establishments multiplied. The 2nd or 3rd centuries heating installations located in the Kokkonou 

For the Moustakake plot see, AA 30 (1975) 76; for the Yerontzou plot see, AA 30 (1980) 142. 

Raftopoulou (1998) 128; footings at times may appear. 

AA 35 (1980) 140; Catling (1988-89) 35. 

See Chapter 3, Patras, supra 167-8ff. 
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plot (bb, 137) (Pl. 88 c) — two distinct units that share a common wall (D-E) - are a testimony to 

increased popularity of private bathing establishments.94 

Another integral element of domestic space is the triclinium. This room is readily 

identifiable from the arrangement and subject matter of its mosaic floor panels that dictated the 

placement of klinai. Such rooms have been identified at Agidos and Herakleidon Strs. 9 5 And last, 

the scattered and fragmental wall decorations that survive in these and other rooms of the domestic 

unit provide us with samples of the types of wall decorations that once embellished the homes of 

Roman Sparta 9 6 This material will appropriately be discussed in detail in the succeeding section on 

wall and floor decorations. 

B U I L D I N G M A T E R I A L S A N D T E C H N I Q U E S 

Spartan domestic architecture of the Roman period, like that of her Athenian counterpart, 

followed a more traditional approach in construction methods and building materials. Evidence 

97 

from the Early Hellenistic period indicates a preference for stone rubble walls, while later 

Hellenistic structures utilized roughly hewn stones with earth as a binding element.98 These earlier 

remains often served as foundations for the later Roman abodes, or were incorporated into Roman 
99 

period structures. 

9 4 AA 29 (1973-74) 283-4, fig. 1. 

9 5 Raftopoulou (1998) 128, 129,131, figs. 12.7, 12.8; for another possible triclinium at Dorieon Str. see, AA 
47 (1992) 108; the Korone mosaic, excavated by the Swedish expedition, Valmin (1938) 470-5, may have 
belonged to a triclinium, as suggested by the theme (Dionysos and venationes) and the elaborate nature of the 
pavement. Triclinia were adorned with the most elaborate floor pavements 

9 6 A room identified as a possible cubiculum, located on the Moustakakes plot, was decorated with panels of 
red and yellow with floral motifs, AA 30 (1975) 76, pl. 45. 

9 7 Bougade plot, AA 28 (1973) 168, pl. 143 a-b. 

9 8 At Kyprou and Triakosion Strs., AA 35 (1980) 145. 

9 9 Early Hellenistic domestic remains from the Bougade plot were filled in during the Roman period and 
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This practice produced interesting wall surfaces that are instructive for the study and 

evolution of construction techniques in Spartan residential units. In many instances, for example, 

stone rubble walls of the Roman period were integrated into Hellenistic walls of large hewn 

limestone or poros stone blocks. 1 0 0 Or at times even Classical or Hellenistic sculptural and 

architectural spolia, such as column bases, capitals, epistyles and sculpture were reused in the 

construction of new homes. 1 0 1 

Roman construction methods are characterized by the preference for small stones and strong 

lime mortar while mud-brick sufficed for the interior walls. 1 0 2 The stones were basically of rubble, 

103 

small or large, bound with ample amounts of mortar. A variant of this wall-type includes the 

addition of tiles, which were inserted between the stones.1 0 4 These construction materials were 

commonly employed in all residences, humble or wealthy, even in the elite residential district of 

dwellings were erected, AA 28 (1973) 168; at Kyprou and Triakosion Strs. a Roman building (a house? 
perhaps) incorporated later Hellenistic walls, AA 35 (1980) 145; Roman and late Roman domestic remains 
over late Hellenistic stone foundation walls at Street of the 118, AA 50 (1995) 121-2, fig. 2; at Platanista Str. 
(O.T. 5A), AA 50 (1995) 122. 

100 AA 38 (1983) 89; Platanitsa Str.,AA 50 (1995) 122. 

. 1 0 1 For example, in the Leopoulou plot (bb 124) previous levels were completely disturbed. Roman ostraca 
in abundance were mixed in with Classical and Hellenistic shards, AA 22 (1967) 200; for epistylia see, AA 22 
(1967) 200; for sculpture, see remains from the Lamprinou and Xanthakiou plot (bb 40), which include a 
Hellenistic headless male statue incorporated into a domestic rubble wall of the 2nd to 3rd centuries, AA 35 
(1980) 139; an inscribed tomb stone, AA 40 (1985) 102; a column base at Platanitsa Str., AA 50 (1995) 122. 

1 0 2 Raftopoulou (1998) 128; a mud-brick dividing wall in atriumlimpluvium house at Lykourgos Str. (O.T. 
37), AA 49 (1994) 177; walls at Kyprou and Triakosion Strs. were of small rounded stones bound with mortar 
(koniama), AA 35 (1980) 145. 

103 AA 22 (1967) 200; walls of small rubble stones with lots of mortar, were found at the Nikolettou plot (bb 
138) and at the Lambrinou and Xanthakiou plot (bb 40), AA 35 (1980) 145; both large and small unwrought 
stones were used in the walls found in the Yerontzou plot (bb 125), AA 35 (1980) 142; AA 50 (1995) 132. 

104 AA 43 (1983) 89; also at Platanitsa Str., AA 50 (1995) 122; walls of unknown purpose provide variations 
within the first phase. From the late 1st century B C to early 1st century A C foundations were of small stones 
bound with mortar and walls of reused stone blocks. In a later remodeling (1st century A C beginning of the 
2nd century AC) walls were of stone rubble medium size bound with mortar (koniama). 
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Pitane. 1 0 5 For both aesthetic and practical purposes, however, the exterior surface was plastered. 

This procedure protected the walls from the elements and, consequently, the appearance of building 

materials was not of concern. 

During the second phase Roman building materials, such as baked brick, appear 

sporadically in domestic architecture. Opus testaceum walls have been detected as early as the 

Augustan period at Sparta, but baked brick at this early date appears to have been reserved for 

public monuments. It was the primary building material, for example, in the Augustan theatre of 

Sparta, 1 0 6 and it was also employed in a Hadrianic Stoa of the agora and in the construction of an 

aqueduct located N W of the Acropolis. 1 0 7 B y the middle of the 2nd century opus testaceum, brick 

faced mortar rubble walls, became the standard building method in public architecture, while in the 

private sphere it was employed sparingly. 1 0 8 

For domestic architecture construction materials of the latter part of the second phase, 

primarily the first half of the 3rd century, tend to follow, for economic reasons, more traditional 

methods. The plastered and, perhaps, whitewashed wall surfaces of both the exterior and interior of 

homes did not require expensive materials or methods of construction; the exterior, after all, was not 

Examples were found in the Mandrozou plot of the ancient Pitane district, AA 72 (1972) 250, pl.4. 

1 0 6 Woodward (1926-27) 6-7; see also recent excavations of the theatre in Waywell and Wilkes (1995) 429-
60, and (1999) 437-55. 

1 0 7 The walls of the Hadrianic stoa were comprised of a concrete rubble core faced with brick. A possible 
Hadrianic date has been proposed based on the type of brickwork, Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 129; 
Waywell and Wilkes (1993) 219-20, and (1994) 379-432; the aqueduct is also Hadrianic, as suggested by the 
brickwork, Bonsaquet (1905-6) 425, Adamantiou (1931) 92; Lolos (1997) 309; Cartledge and Spawforth 
(1989) 130,216. 

1 0 8 Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 135; bricks for public monuments were used in the early Roman period. 
Late 1st century B C examples stamped with the names of contractors and the magistrate Kallikrates were 
found reused in a mid 2nd century A C public nymphaeum, Waywell and Wilkes (1999) 445; Roman period 
walls of unknown function, constructed of brick, stone and mortar were found at Kallikratide Str., AA 50 
(1995) 133; walls of a private bath (of a villa urbana perhaps), from the Kapetanea plot (O.T. 15), were 
constructed of pebbles, brick and a cement mortar, AA 49 (1994) 182; in general, the size of the bricks in the 
reports of the AA is not mentioned. 
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the focal point of the residence. Nonetheless, remains of domestic units south of the Acropolis (bb 

137) and on the Moustakake plot point to a limited use of opus testaceum within a private context 

but they are of a later date. 1 0 9 The walls from the Acropolis area were comprised of alternating 

brick and mortar layers, in a proportion of two to three, 1 1 0 but the remains from the Moustakake plot 

consist of equal layers of brick and mortar. 1 1 1 

Despite the use of common rubble walls in the homes of both the affluent and non-affluent 

residents of Sparta, a distinction between the two social groups was achieved by the employment of 

decorative stone in the dwellings of the well-to-do. Marble, for example, was used for thresholds in 

112 

the more prominent homes, while at Gytheon a mosaic threshold displaying a circle within a 

rhombus was discovered at the Kalkanakou plot (Pl. 89 c). The most common types of 

thresholds, however, were those of local poros stone. 1 1 4 

For south of the Acropolis, in the Kokkonou and Charalampakou plots, AA 29 (1973-74) 283-5, fig. 1, pl. 
183.; for the Moustakaki plot, next to the Phoustanou plot with the 'Achilles on Skyros' mosaic, on Brasidou 
Str. see, AA 30 (1975) 76, pl. 45. 

U0AA 29 (1973-74) 283. 

1 1 1 This example is dated to before the late 3rd or early 4th centuries to which the mosaic pavement of the 
room is assigned, Panayiotopoulou (1998) 117; Asemakopoulou-Atzaka (1973) 219, dates the mosaic to the 
early 4th century. The structure, however, is much earlier. The original hypocaust was covered over and the 
earlier plastered wall fragments were used as a substratum for the mosaic pavement, AA 19 (1964) 136 and 
AA 30 (1975) 76; the proportions of brick to mortar used may be a good chronological indicator (as in Italy) 
once a date is assigned for each style. The walls of a small, private(?) bath building at the Stamatakou plot, 
for example, were also constructed of equal layers of brick and mortar and dated to the early 3rd century 
based on the ostraca and wall construction, AA 29 (1973-74) 290-1; in Macedonia brick and mortar layers 
remained unchanged and provide no assistance in dating walls, Vitti (1993) 1700-2. 

1 1 2 As observed in the Magoula area, Tsaroucha plot, Catling (1988-89) 36. 

113 AA 29 (1973-4) 293-4, fig. 5; the evidence for a 'Late Roman' date presented in the reports (i.e. stone and 
lime mortar wall construction, construction techniques, and crude construction of mosaic pavements) perhaps 
need to be reviewed. 

1 1 4 A poros stone threshold was found at the entrance to an antechamber in the Roman house at the 
Kalkanakou plot, AA 29 (1973-74) 292. 
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In an area known in antiquity for its marble quarries, the use of marble, both local and 

imported, in the homes of the affluent is to be expected.1 1 5 According to Strabo, at Sparta "...there 

are quarries of very costly marble...and recently some men have opened a large quarry in Taygetos, 

being supported in their undertaking by the extravagance of the Romans" (8.5.7). Quarries of Lapis 

Lacedaemonius were located 15 miles south of Sparta and these may be associated with the quarries 

mentioned by Strabo. 1 1 6 This marble, also known as verde antico, is a costly, hard stone that could 

acquire a superb polish. Sparta was the only area in Greece known to have produced such marble, 

which was highly praised by the Romans, used extensively during the Flavian era, and found 

throughout the Roman Empire. 1 1 7 Consequently, it would not come as a surprise to find this costly 

building material employed for the various decorative elements — columns, marble wall revetments 

and floor panels -- of the opulent Spartan villas. 1 1 8 In addition to the local marble varieties, 

however, imported marble was also used for wall revetments, architectural members (i.e. capitals), 

and sculpture.1 1 9 

1 1 5 Evidence for imported marble is substantiated by the discovery of a tombstone of rosso antico reused in a 
domestic wall, AA 50 (1995) 121. 

116 Lapis Lacedaemonius was also known as marmor lacedaemonium, porfido verde de Greda/Sparta, 
serpentino and Spartan basalt (Spartiatikos basaltes). References to this stone can also be found in Pliny 
(N.H. 36.11.55) and Pausanias (3.21.4). 

1 1 7 Warren (1992) 298. 

1 1 8 Marble revetted walls of verde antico from Croceae adorned pre-Herulian rooms which perhaps 
belonged to a private structure, as suggested by the discovery of a private dedicatory base (IG V 1.518) found 
in situ, Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 132; see also Bosanquet (1905-6) 282-3; for late 2nd or early 3rd 
centuries marble revetted walls of marmor Lacedaemonium from domestic rooms see, Cook and Nicholls 
(1950) 282-9, and Waywell (1979) 303. 

1 1 9 For wall revetments see, AA 19 (1964) 141; for a Corinthian capital of red marble from the Provias plot 
see, Blackman (1997-98) 36; for arosso antico tombstone (ms.11755) see,AA 50 (1995) 121. 
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WALL AND FLOOR DECORATIONS 

The available information, both archaeological and literary, on the types of wall decoration 

identified in the dwellings of Roman period Sparta is limited. The brief and scattered references, 

however, in the archaeological reports give the impression that they did not differ from those found 

in the other Greek cities examined to date. No doubt the simple plastered and whitewashed walls of 

the humble abode and those found in the service rooms and storage areas of the villa were the 

predominant type of wall surface. The more important rooms of the household were adorned with 

solid colours or panelled decorations in red and/or yellow. In addition, stucco decorations often 

embellished coloured wall surfaces, while marble revetted walls adorned the affluent homes. 

Literary evidence elucidates this issue and confirms the existence of painted and stuccoed 

wall decorations in Spartan dwellings of the late Hellenistic and early Roman periods. According to 

Pliny (N.H. 35.173) and Vitruvius (2.9) exquisite examples — no doubt of figural themes — were cut 

from the (mud) brick walls of Spartan homes, set in wooden frames, and taken in 59 B C to adorn 

the Comitium in Rome. 1 2 0 Surviving samples of figural wall decorations from the domestic sphere 

have not as yet surfaced; however, examples from local tombs have. These funerary frescoes reflect 

current trends in the wall adornment of Spartan households. 

A chamber tomb, for example, excavated in the Magoula area (ancient Pitane) was adorned 

with wall paintings that are attributed to the Hadrianic period and have been stylistically compared 
' ( 

to wall decorations of burial chambers found in Ostia. The walls were arranged in two parts, a 

lower zone, a dado, and an upper area which was divided into panels each adorned with a single 

central figure representing the nine Muses and perhaps Apollo (Pl. 89 a-b). Each image was 

1 2 0 Pollitt, (1983) 76, n. 135, points out that the term opus tectorium in Pliny (N.H. 35.173) may refer to 
either the stucco wall decoration or the fresco paintings; however, it is quite clear in Vitruvius' (2.9) account 
of the same incident that painted pictures on walls were implied; Ling (1991) 205. 

1 2 1 Some of the inscriptions identifying the Muses survive, i. e. ''EYTEPITH MEAITOMENH TPATQAIAN 
"As for the youthful male nude form, Adamantiou, (1931) 92-3, suggests that it may have depicted Apollo. 
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identified by an inscription, while the colour schemes employed have been associated with 

1 99 

Pompeian works. This decorative wall pattern appears to follow contemporary trends in wall 

painting that have been observed in the domestic units of Eleusis (PI. 23 a), Corinth (PI. 51b) and 

Athens. 1 2 3 

Domestic remains of painted wall plaster from two phases, both dating to the second period 

(2nd and early 3rd centuries), were located in the Foustano plot at Vrasidou Street, beneath an early 

4th century A C floor mosaic representing Achilles on the island of Skyros,' and in the neighbouring 

Moustakake plot. 1 2 4 The earlier frescoes were comprised mainly of red panels while the later 

fragments were of red and yellow pigments defined by horizontal and vertical bands of varying 

colours with floral decoration added at the comers. This description brings to mind a somewhat 

similar design found in room M of the Pallazzo at Thera (PI. 26 c) . 1 2 5 These decorative wall 

elements can also be compared to those found in Italy as, for example, identified in the House of the 

Centaur at Pompeii . 1 2 6 

The surviving wall plaster remains indicate that two trends of wall adornment were current 

at Sparta, the panelled wall decoration and the plain monochrome walls. The panelled designs, as 

observed in other Greek cities, did not always have a figural scene in the centre of the panel. The 

only surviving examples to date with figural decorations come from the domestic wall remains 
• • 197 • 

found at Eleusis and Corinth. Plain white or red plastered walls, similar to those that adorned the 

1 2 2 Adamantiou (1931) 95. 

1 2 3 For Athens and Eleusis see Chapter 1, supra 73ff; for Corinth, Chapter 2, supra 139. 

1 2 4 Layers of wall plaster fragments were used to create a foundation for the Achilles mosaic, AA 19 (1964) 
136. For the later finds see AA 30 (1975) 77; for the Achilles mosaic, found in the garden of the Foustanou 
house at K. Palaiologou and Brasida Strs., see also, Asemakopoulou-Atzaka (1973) 249, pi. 29 a. 

1 2 5 Hiller von Gaertringen(l 899-1909) pl.l . 

126 AA 19 (1964) 136; see also, Curtius (1960) 197, fig. 121. 

1 2 7 Supra n. 124. 
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walls of the Classical and Hellenistic dwellings of Olynthos, Kassope, Horraon and Roman Abdera, 

128 
were also a possible choice as suggested by the excavated remains of Augustan Sparta. 

Often these red walls were embellished with decorative white mouldings of which surviving 

129 

examples can be dated to the second half of the 1st century A C . These simple stucco decorations 

were favoured throughout Roman times and were perhaps seen as a more economical approach to 

wall adornment for the modest homes or the more private rooms of well-to-do establishments. On 

the other hand, the panelled figural decorations were appropriate for the more lavish homes, or the 

public areas of the household, the atria and triclinia. 

In the case of the large prosperous villas a more extravagant wall embellishment was 

employed. Marble revetments — commonly reserved for public monuments, especially for thermae 

— routinely appear during the Roman period in the homes of wealthy individuals throughout 

Greece. Raftopoulou has observed that the marble revetments found in the Spartan homes often 

tend to come from those areas associated with water or exposed to the elements, such as baths, 1 3 0 

131 

impluvia and atria. In the area of the football stadium partial remains of substantial dwellings 

were excavated. Among these, a group of pre-Herulian rooms lined with verde antico plaques and 

accompanied by bathing areas was identified. In addition to these decorative surfaces, a 

Fragments of red plastered walls from the Augustan phase were found in a Roman house at the Eurotas 
bridge, AA 27 (1972) 245; at the Loumou plot (bb 117) surfaced large fragments of red plaster from the early 
Roman p h a s e d 28 (1973) 168. 

1 2 9 This structure is dated by Waywell and Wilkes, (1997) 406, to A D 50-100. 

1 3 0 Marble reverted walls in a possible bath building, loutrona, were identified at Kokkonou plot, (bb 137), 
AA 29 (1973-74) 284; marble walls and floors in a private balneum at the Katsone plot, AA 50 (1995) 136; for 
marble pavements see also, AA 20 (1965) 173-4, pl. 155 and AA 28 (1973) 170-1. 

1 3 1 One such atrium, with mosaic floor and marble walls, was identified by Raftopoulou, (1998) 128, at 
Triakosion Str. (bb 126-136) 

132 Supra n. 115. 
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combination of marble revetments and polychrome painted plaster within a single room has also 

been identified, as found in the so-called 'Villa' south of the theatre. 

Floor Pavements 

Spartan floor pavements do not appear to deviate from the traditional type identified in 

virtually every Greek city. The surviving examples include simple mortar floors, tile chip 

pavements and the more elaborate, mosaic surfaces. Simple pavements, such as multi-layered, 

plastered surfaces (ammonkoniama)}34 or mortar and tile chip floors were probably associated with 

the service areas of a household. 1 3 5 Floors paved with terracotta tiles, on the other hand, have 

136 

primarily been found in hypocaust and in rooms connected with these facilities. They came into 

vogue during the early Roman period and retained their popularity until late Roman times. 1 3 7 

Another variation of the tiled pavement is the combination of tile and stone plaques identified in a 

room (5.7 m x 5.9 m) of unknown function from the Moustakake plot, which dates to before A D 

267. In addition to these rather humble floor surfaces, marble pavements were an alternative 

choice in the Roman household. 1 3 9 

1 3 3 At the Paraskevopoulou plot, AA 20 (1965) 170-3 and Waywell (1979) 302; Cartledge and Spawforth 
(1989)225. 

1 3 4 Found in theprothalamos at the Paraskeuopoulou plot, AA 20 (1965) 173. 

1 3 5 Mortar and tile chip floors from an early Roman period room were unearthed in the Loumou plot (bb 
m\AA 28 (1973) 168. 

1 3 6 Tiles paved the floors of three hypocaust rooms and two other rooms, of which one was a bathroom, in a 
house from the Kokkonou plot, AA 29 (1973-74) 283; a small bath complex was discovered at the 
Stamatakou plot, AA 29 (1973-74) 290; a tile floor covered with plaster (koniama) and set on a substratum of 
packed earth at Platanista Str., AA 50 (1995) 122. 

1 3 7 The remains from the Kalkanakou plot at Gytheon, Sparta's port city, are assigned to the 'late Roman' 
period, AA 29 (1973-74) 294, but the evidence is questionable. 

1 3 8 30(1975) 77. 

1 3 9 Found in a room (of a Roman house) of unknown function, at Platanista Str., AA 50 (1995) 122. 
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In the homes of the well-to-do, mosaics embellished the more important rooms of the 

household, such as the triclinia, corridors, a^n'a/courtyards and apsidal areas. 1 4 0 The significance of 

these mosaics is twofold: first, they belong to a universal repertoire of mosaic patterns commonly 

observed at other Greek sites, and second, they include many motifs that have been identified as 

unique and found only in Spartan mosaics. These observations provide a strong argument in 

support of the existence of local schools, which contributed to the development of Greek mosaic 

pavements in the Roman period Peloponnesos.141 

The majority of floor mosaics have surfaced in the region S W of the acropolis, which is 

often associated with the exclusive residential district of ancient Sparta, the Pitane quarter. They 

were constructed of local materials, marble, stone or glass paste, and assembled by local mosaic 

schools. 1 4 2 The patterns, however, employed, were apparently taken from common copybooks 

which explains why identical motifs appear in other centres of the Roman Empire. The ever-

popular pattern of intersecting circles found in the atrium on Lycourgos Street,1 4 3 or the simple 

trellis pattern, seen in the villa at Gytheon, were typical throughout the Mediterranean world. In 

addition, the absence of the plain white border frame in the Spartan mosaics, which tends to cover 

the floor from wall to wall, is characteristic of the western mosaic tradition. 1 4 4 Such stylistic 

evidence may point in all likelihood to copy-books from an Italian workshop or to the existence of 

1 4 0 For references to mosaic pavements of the Roman period see, Todd and Wace (1968) 130, n. 1. 

1 4 1 The Roman mosaics of Sparta are currently being studied by Panayotopoulou (1998) 112-8, who 
discusses the evolution of Spartan mosaics, the characteristic attributes of each period, and the existence and 
importance of a local workshop responsible for these creations; earlier studies that include Spartan mosaics is 
Waywell's, (1979) 295-321, article on Roman Mosaics in Greece and also Asemakopoulou-Atzaka's, (1973) 
216-54, catalogue of Roman mosaic pavements with figural scenes in Greece. 

1 4 2 Panayiotopoulou (1998) 112 

1 4 3 Raftopoulou (1998) 131-2, figs. 12.12, 12.13; also in the peristyle atrium at Dorieon Str., AA 47 (1992) 
107 and Raftopoulou, p. 131, fig., 12.11. This mosaic, however, is dated to the 4th century, but the evidence 
for this chronology is not presented in the report. 

1 4 4 See Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 152; Ibrahim (1979) 96-7. 
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an Italian school of mosaicits working in the Peloponnesos, artists who were originally perhaps 

brought to work on public and/or private commissions in the colonies of Patras and Corinth. 1 4 5 

At the same time, however, despite the close connections with the west, Spartan floor 

mosaics also provide unique themes. The example excavated in the Pergantis plot (PI. 89 d), for 

instance, which consists of an "oblique reticulate pattern with a stylized flower set within the centre 

of each square" is, according to Panayiotopoulou, a testimony to the existence of a local school of 

146 

mosaic artists. 

Mosaic floors are known to have adorned the floor surfaces of Spartan houses from the 

Hellenistic period, 1 4 7 and continued in popularity into the Roman and Later Roman periods. O f 

primary concern to this thesis, however, are the first two periods of Roman rule which coincide with 

the phases assigned to the domestic plans of the city. Floor mosaics of the 1st century were 

composed of large irregular tesserae with a limited colour palette that were used to create simple 
1 AQ 

designs, as observed for example in a mosaic fragment from the Lymberakos plot (PI. ). These 

were arranged in a carpet style that covered the entire floor space and were surrounded by one or 

two bands of a plain or more decorative geometric border consisting of a cable pattern, triangles, 

squares, etc. 1 4 9 Other mosaics may have been executed in the Late Hellenistic tradition as perhaps 
1 4 5 At Olympia for example the carefully executed opus reticulatum walls of the Leonideum (autopsy) and 

the Club House of the Athletes' guild, begun under the Nero, was perhaps the work of an imperial(?) builders 
guild from Rome, French (1993-94) 26, fig. 13, and Tomlison (1995-96) 16; see also the mosaic pavement 
and plan of the peristyle atrium with central pool, of an Early Imperial dining hall north the Prytaneion, 
French (1989-90) 30, fig. 22, and Catling (1987-88) 27, fig. 27. 

1 4 6 Panayiotopoulou (1998) 115, fig. 10.6; unfortunately most of the mosaics are not published, so I am 
relying on the observations of Panayiotopoulou who is currently studying these pavements. 

1 4 7 Such as, the famous Triton mosaic first published by Oikonomou (1918) 171-6, and an unpublished one 
from the Vrakopoulou Vretakou plot, which depicts a feline attacking a bull, Panayotopoulou (1998) 112. 

1 4 8 Panayiotopoulou, (1998) 113, fig. 10.1, does not mention exactly what types of motifs prevailed, nor 
does she describe the geometric design from the mosaic on the Lyberakos plot. Judging from the photograph, 
however, a zigzag line appears in the fragment. 

1 4 9 Panayiotopoulou (1998) 113. 
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was the example from Platanista Str.. This pavement combined a 0.10 m border of amphora 

fragments with irregular white and blue stone, and tile tesserae randomly scattered around a central 

medallion of a six-petal rosette and wave crest. 1 5 0 

In the second and first decades of the 3rd centuries floor mosaics acquired a greater 

popularity, but they continued to maintain their simple geometric repertoire and carpet-type 

arrangement created by the black, red and green tesserae on a white background. 1 5 1 Decorative 

152 
themes consisted of rudimentary geometric patterns, such as interconnecting circles and octagons, 

1 

reticulate designs and rhomboi of the type common in other Greek cities, and a 'rainbow style' of 

mosaics composed of coloured motifs (i. e. cable pattern) laid side by side. 1 5 4 It is interesting to note 

that the carpet-type Spartan mosaics do not maintain the strict black-white-and-red colour 

combination employed in the Italian-type carpet mosaics of Corinth, Patras and elsewhere. The 

mosaic from the Mandrozo plot for example, with its carpet mosaic of interconnecting circles 

(rosettes) was composed of green, yellow, red and yellow-red tesserae}55 In a Roman period 

mosaic from the Dikaiou plot, on the other hand, white, red, yellow and blue tesserae were 

150 AA 50 (1995) 122; for a similar mosaic pattern at Tainarou see, Moschou (1975) 175-6, fig. 7 and 
Saltzmann (1982) 125-6, # 170; the combination of irregular tessarae, the colour combination of these 
materials (red, white and blue), the traditional Hellenistic motif of the central medallion and last the coin 
evidence found in a fill above the pavement, (one of Eurykles from the 1st century B C and the other 
Hadrianic) suggests a possible late Hellenistic/early Roman period. It appears, however, that this pavement 
witnessed continued use into the second Roman phase; for the rosette motif found at Hellenistic Kallion see, 
Chapter 5, Epeiros, infra 327. 

1 5 1 Panayotopoulou (1998) 112; red, blue and green tesserae were used for the designs of a mosaic 
pavement from Herakleidon Str. (O.T. 140), AA 49 (1994) 176, but a date was not indicated in the report; for 
carpet-type mosaics see examples from the Kokkonou plot in AA 29 (1973-74) 284, fig. 1. 

1 5 2 From the Eleni Dipla plot, AA 20 (1965) 173, pl. 155 c; interlocking circles surrounded by a band of 
triangles and simple bands in black-red-and-white tessarae at the Liakakou plot on Kallikratide Str., AA 50 
(1995) 132. 

153 AA 29 (1973-74) 284, fig. 1; for Corinth see, Chapter 2, supra 151; for Patras, Chapter 3, supra 214. 

1 5 4 Nicholls (1950) 288-9. White, blue-green, mauvish red, yellow, dark blue and light greyish were used. 

155 AA 21 (1972) 251. 
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employed. The colour combinations used above do not differ greatly from the white, red, red-

yellow, and green tesserae found in the Hellenistic Triton Mosaic (PI. 90 b ) . 1 5 7 Even in those 

mosaic pavements that adhered to the Italian-type black-and-white mosaic tradition, blue tesserae, 

158 

rather than black, were favoured. In conclusion, it appears that despite the dominance of western 

floor designs, Spartan mosaicists followed a more traditional, local, approach when it came to the 

use of coloured tesserae by employing a greater variety of hues. This practice perhaps stemmed 

from the local tradition of the polychrome Hellenistic mosaics, as represented by the Triton mosaic. 

Other Italian influences have been observed in the Kalkanakou plot at Gytheon, the port of 

Sparta, which carries two carpet-type mosaics, one of a trellis pattern and a second of 

interconnecting circles that lack the characteristic Greek white background border. The trellis 

pattern, with crosses in each square, is of red tesserae on a white background. No other colours are 

mentioned, although I suspect that a third colour possibly, blue/blue-black was employed for the 

crosses.1 5 9 The mosaic was originally assigned to a 'Late Roman' phase but judging from the 

comparanda found at other Peloponnesian cities a 2nd century date is perhaps more likely. 1 6 0 

1 5 6 For the Dikaiou plot mosaic see, AA 22 (1967) 202. 

1 5 7 Oikonomou (1918) 171. 

1 5 8 At Platanista Str. irregular blue and white stone tesserae where used along with tile tesserae for red, AA 
50 (1995) 122; blue tesserae were also used in the mosaics of the Panaghia Field House at Corinth, (PI. 53 b). 

1 5 9 Elsewhere (i.e. Corinth) for example, blue-black was used for the small crosses in the middle of each 
square. 

1 6 0 The chronology was based on the material used in the construction of the walls (stone and lime mortar) 
and the technique, as well as on the 'shoddy' methods employed in the construction of the mosaics, AA 29 
(1973-74) 292, 294, fig. 5. These observations according to Raftopoulou's work can no longer be used, since 
the rubble stone and mortar wall construction is characteristic throughout Roman period Spartan housing; the 
evidence of (western?) sigillata which disappears by the 3rd century at Corinth also provides evidence for an 
earlier date. 
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The 3rd century, particularly the second half, is a period of prosperity in Sparta and this is 

reflected in the increase of mosaic production. 1 6 1 This image of affluence, however, poses a sharp 

contrast to the one of decline observed at other cities during this period (i.e. Abdera, Patras and 

Corinth). Only a detailed study and future publication of Spartan mosaics will shed light on this 

anomaly. 

After the first decades of the 3rd century, geometric designs acquired a greater complexity 

and sophistication while at the same time the all-over carpet design was subdivided into panel 

arrangements. Furthermore, tesserae were carefully cut and appeared in a greater variety of colour. 

The figural scenes, on the other hand, which acquired popularity in the second half of the third 

162 

century, had a restricted presence in the second Roman period; an unpublished polychrome 

example was identified in the Chatzis plot, while a black-and-white dolphin panel was found in the 

EleniDiplaplot . 1 6 3 

It is evident that by the 3rd century Sparta had acquired her own distinct style, with diverse 

and at times unique polychrome geometric motifs and original figural scenes that added a twist to 

well-known mythological compositions.1 6 4 A 2nd to 3rd centuries mosaic floor from the Kokkonou 

and Charalabakou plot (O. T. 137) depicts an uncommon pattern, albeit fragmentary, of rosettes and 

rhomboi within a trellis design that were framed in the Greek mosaic tradition of white bands and 

Panayotopoulou (1998) 113; Cartledge and Spawforth, (1989) 122, however, suggest that there was a 
decline (possibly associated with the Heruli) in the "upkeep of civic amenities" and an abandonment of the 
theatre for a period of time, probably after 268; however, "how extensive or lasting this was remains to 
present an open question," idem 122; concerning the presence of the Heruli at Sparta see, supra 233, n. 19. 

1 6 2 Panayotopoulou (1998) 115. 

1 6 3 The Chatzis plot is located according to Panayiotopoulou, (1998) 113, at Leonidou Str. Given the nature 
of theses excavations it is highly possible that the number of figural mosaics may rise; for the Eleni Dipla plot 
see, AA 20 (1965) 173. 

1 6 4 Panayiotopoulou (1998) 118. 
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lines with geometric motifs, rhomboi, squares, etc. The tesserae were large, and restricted to red, 

white and blue colours. Often simple patterns such as the interconnecting circles, characteristic of 

the second century, continued in use into the Later Roman period. These, however, were commonly 

juxtaposed next to more complex polychrome geometric panels as seen for example in the 

Paraskeuopoulou plot (Pl. 90 c-d). 1 6 6 

Despite the fact that geometric designs were the preferred mosaic pavement from the 1st to 

mid 3rd centuries, figural scenes often framed by bands or panels and placed within a large 

geometric composition were also part of the local repertoire. The limited number of these pre-

Herulian figural floor mosaics, however, is perhaps due to the absence of fully excavated villas of 

the period. The evidence for the popularity of polychrome figural panels in the 2nd century villa 

estates of Achaia is confirmed by the discovery of large polychrome mythological scenes (Dido and 

Aeneas, Achilles and Penthesileia) that once adorned the residence of Herodes Atticus at Eva, 

Thereatis. 1 6 7 It is likely just a matter of time before comparable examples will surface at Sparta. 

Evidence suggests that, although Spartan mosaic schools favoured polychromy, figural 

scenes in the strict Italian black-and-white tradition were not absent from the repertoire of the local 

schools. At the Eleni Dipla plot, for example, a simple western black-and-white figural panel (4.0 x 

4.0 m) of the 2nd to early 3rd centuries was found. It depicts two black dolphins on a white ground 

surrounded by interconnecting rhomboi (Pl. 91 a), but as in other examples, blue tesserae were used 

instead of black. 1 6 8 

165 AA 29 (1973-74) 283-4, fig. 3. 

1 6 6 A panel of interconnecting rhomboi of white, red, blue and green tesserae, AA 20 (1965) 172-3, pl. 153 
a. The villa is dated, based on wall construction and the ostraca found in the fill immediately above the 
mosaic floors, to the second half of the 3rd century. 

1 6 7 For hunting scene with Dido and Aeneas (inscribed) see, Tomlinson (1995-96) 11-12, fig. 2; for Achilles 
and Penthesileia, Blackman (1996-97) 31-2, figs. 36-7. 

168 AA 20 (1965) 173; a black-and-white tessellated mosaic pavement was also found at Herakleidon Str., 
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The choice of themes for a particular room was perhaps associated with the function of the 

room or with private patronage, as observed in the Patraean examples. 1 6 9 Marine scenes or sea 

animals, for instance, were popular in areas associated with water. A band of sea creatures, 

therefore, appropriately surrounded the impluvium of an atrium at Lycourgos Str. (Pl. 85 a-b), 

171 • 

dolphins adorned the octagonal base of a garden fountain at Chamaretou Str. (Pl. 87 a-b), while a 

dolphin panel was discovered in a room associated with a 3rd century balneum in the Dikaiou 

plot. 1 7 2 Indeed, as Kondoleon has pointed out these marine themes may also have been viewed as 

'symbols of status and privilege' by those of modest means in an attempt to emulate the fish 

ponds/gardens of the wealthy villa estates.173 

Triclinia, on the other hand, were often identified based on the arrangement of their mosaic 

floor panels and figural scenes that are commonly associated with dining practices. 1 7 4 Dionysiac 

themes, for example, represent convivial banqueting images and were therefore appropriate imagery 

AA 50 (1995) 129; medium size white and blue limestone tesserae were used to create various decorative 
motifs in a floor mosaic from the Yiannakopoulou plot (O.T. 127), AA 38 (1983) 92. 

1 6 9 See Chapter 3, Patras, supra 216ff. 

1 7 0 Raftopoulou (1998) 131. 

1 7 1 Panayiotopoulou (1998) 132. 

1 7 2 The pattern of interconnecting octagons surrounding the figural panel is comparable to the 2nd century 
mosaic from the 'Atrium Veneris' at Kenchreai, see Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 151; a marine panel of sea 
shells and fish, enveloped by a geometric frame of cable and four leaf pattern and dated to the 3rd century, 
was found in a 2 x 5 m room, AA 20 (1965) 176-7. The function of this room was not identified but it could 
very well have been a small dining area as suggested by the size of the room, the presence of a mosaic 
pavement and its marine theme. The use of polychrome tesserae, white, red, yellow, blue and green points to 
a later date. 

1 7 3 Kondoleon (1991) 106-7. 

1 7 4 As Raftopoulou, (1998) 128, 131, observes, the wealth of mosaics and the arrangement of geometric 
panels around a figural scene identify the room and dictate the arrangement of dining couches; for details see 
Chapter 3, Patras, surpa 122. 
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for a dining environment. Central mosaic panels with images of a nimbate Dionysos supported by 

175 

satyrs, or a maenad and satyr assist in identifying their respective rooms as triclinia. 

Other appropriate dining room themes include panels of various still life scenes with food 

and animals (birds, table animals, a roast pig, fish and fruit) similar to those observed in the 

Anaploga villa at Corinth. 1 7 6 As mentioned in the preceding chapters, such scenes may represent 

the types of food consumed in the triclinium but also the xenia, the gifts given to a guest. To this 

category of mosaics, perhaps, belongs a floor pavement from a 2 m x 5 m, room at Gytheon. The 

central panel contained sea life, shells and fish encased in a geometric design. 1 7 7 These themes 

perhaps alluded to the function of the room, as a triclinium, while at the same time they may also 

have represent the culinary preferences of the local inhabitants.178 Similar mosaic panels, often 

derived from Hellenistic prototypes, have been found in the west and worthy of note is the 'fish 

mosaic' from the House of the Faun at Pompeii. The thematic similarities observed in Roman 

period Spartan mosaics stem from the Hellenistic tradition, as represented by the Late Hellenistic 

Triton mosaic (with dolphins) at Sparta, and were probably not introduced from Campania. 1 7 9 

Other mosaic panels of the 2nd to 3rd centuries, appropriate for dining/reception/ and or 

formal areas of the household, include a polychrome mosaic scene of the Three Graces found in the 

Plychronakou plot (PI. 91 b) , 1 8 0 and the Korone vault mosaic which displayed a central medallion of 

1 7 5 Dionysos and satyrs found in a room at Agidos Str. (bb 9-16), Raftopoulou (1998) 131; for a maenad and 
satyr from the late Roman (post-Herulian) vault mosaic at Herakleidos Str. see, Raftopoulou (1998)131. 

1 7 6 See Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 147ff and Chapter 3, Patras, supra 217-8. 

1 7 7 ^ d 20 (1965) 176. 

1 7 8 Another such mosaic floor panel with sea life, shells and fish surrounded by bands of cable pattern and 
rays, was found in the Dikaiou plot in the Limnae district, next to a sanctuary, AA 22 (1967) 202. This 
mosaic theme was appropriate for a dining area. 

1 7 9 The Pompeian examples are believed to have originated from Hellenistic Alexandria but Zanker, (1998) 
pi. 2, but does not state evidence. 

180 AA 35 (1980) 139; the theme of the Three Graces appears to have been a popular choice as suggested by 
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1 81 a Dionysos-satyr-panther group (PI. 92 a). The amphitheatrical scenes, beast hunts and 

venationes, which surround the central medallion of the Korone mosaic, reflect the owner's interests 

and possible connections with the amphitheatre, interests that he may have intended to share with 

his guests. On the other hand, these motifs may also have been chosen on account of the 

1 87 

widespread popularity that the games enjoyed by this point in time. Whatever the case may be, 

such panels provided the impetus no doubt for an interesting and lively dining conversation. 

In conclusion, it appears that private patronage played a significant role in the thematic 
183 

development of Spartan mosaics and influenced to a great extent the local workshops. Fashion 

trends, the owner's interests and his/her religious beliefs and affiliations were factors that 

contributed to the development of Roman period Spartan mosaics. 

D O M E S T I C F U R N I S H I N G S 

For the domestic furnishings of Spartan homes finds are meagre, at times completely absent 

from some sites, and not all are accounted for in the reports. The available material evidence, 

although limited, contributes nonetheless to the list of fiurushings found in the dwellings of the city 

the polychrome example found at Hypate (mid 3r d century AC) and another excavated at Kastelli in Crete, 
Rozake (1983) 138-41, plan 1, figs. 1-2. 

1 8 1 For the popularity of Dionysos in the mosaic pavements of dining areas see, Chapter 1, Athens, supra 
79-80, Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 15Off., and Chapter 3, Patras, supra 217ff; Raftopoulou, (1998) 131, 
mentions that the appearance of Dionysos on Spartan mosaics is a rarity, and attributes the existence of two 
such dionysiac themes found in neighboring triclinia as a product of personal rivalry; the date for the Korone 
vault mosaic (5.79 x 4.25 m room) is problematic. A Trajanic coin found imbedded in the mortar bed of the 
mosaic, along with stylistic comparisons found in the Triton mosaic from the so-called Palace of Nero at 
Olympia have been used by Valmin, (1938) 470-1, 475, to date the mosaic to the 2nd century; for a mid 2 n d 

century A C date see, Waywell (1979) 299 (mid 2nd c); for a late 2 n d century date, Hellenkemper Salies 
(1986) 272. 

1 8 2 As represented by another inscribed mosaic pavement with an amphitheatrical theme from a Roman 
villa near Desylla in Messenia (PI. 92 a), AA 22 (1967) 206, pi. 145 b; Kondoleon, (1991) 107-10, suggests 
that they may represent original spectacles; the earliest reference to a Spartan gladiator, who died at 
Thessalonike, is from the Flavian period, Robert (1940) 79, n. 12. 

1 8 3 Raftopoulou (1998) 131. 
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which includes domestic pottery, lamps, terracotta altars, glass vessels, decorative figural and 

garden sculpture, reliefs, terracotta masks plaques, and toys. Domestic coarse wares are 

* • 185 

productions of local workshops and usually make up the main body of material at any given site. 

On the other hand, the limited examples of terra sigillata (Arretine ware) and unguentaria 

excavated reflect a rather peripheral closed market economy and the absence of direct mercantile 

ties with the cities of the Italian mainland. 1 8 6 Sparta was not a major trading centre nor a port city, 

thus any foreign imports would have come from her own port city, Gytheion, or from one of the two 

major harbours to the north, Patras or Corinth. The demand for such foreign wares not only 

satisfied the tastes of the local wealthy citizens but also the small group of foreigners from the 

Italian mainland residing in this area. 

Certain domestic adornments have been associated with the Roman sphere of influence and 

these primarily fall into the category of garden/courtyard decorations which include perirrhanteria 

and fountains, circular fountain and fountain sculpture bases, 1 8 7 fountain sculpture, marble figural 
188 

sculpture (animal, mythological and portraiture), reliefs, terracotta masks and plaques. In fact, the 
189 

majority of Roman period sculpture in the Sparta museum originated from villas of the area. 

1 8 4 Numerous glass fragments were excavated in the Liakakou plot, Kallikratide Str., AA 50 (1995) 133. 

1 8 5 Local coarse ware found in the Kalkanakou plot, AA 29 (1973-74) 294. 

1 8 6 Few terra sigillata ware were located at the Kalkanakou plot, AA 29 (1973-4) 294, but no distinction is 
made between western or eastern sigillata wares; at the Liakakou plot 2 fragments of western sigillata 
stamped with a planta pedis and the initials of the workshop of T.R.C [T. Rufrenius Clau(dius?)], AA 50 
(1995) 133; some Arretine wares were found at the Kephalopoulou and Salare plots (bb 135), AA 35 (1980) 
136, the Polychronou and Sourle plot (bb. 140), AA 36 (1981) 125, the Chatzakou plot (O.T. 136), AA 38 
(1983) 94, and at the Liakakou plot (O.T. 131), AA 50 (1995) 132; fragments of teardrop containers 
(unguentaria) were excavated in the Gerontou plot (bb 125), AA 35 (1980) 142. 

1 8 7 From the Provias plot, Blackman (1997-98) 36, a perirrhanterion base was found; Todd and Wace 
(1968) 130. 

1 8 8 For garden decoration see also, Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 132. 

1 8 9 Todd and Wace (1968) 130; see also, Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 135. 
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Perirrhanteria were a common courtyard furnishing and although associated with an upper class 

Roman lifestyle, which according to Cartledge and Spawforth reflects a "private comfort on Italian 

lines," 1 9 0 they have been found in houses of the Hellenistic period in Greece. 1 9 1 They, therefore, 

should not necessarily be seen as a direct Roman amenity but rather as part of a trend towards 

private luxury that began in the late Classical and Hellenistic periods in all Greek cities and reached 

its peak of expression in the Roman era. 1 9 2 

The civil wars of the Republic and the economic devastations that many Greek cities 

suffered put a temporary halt to the development of domestic adornment. With the beginning of the 

Roman period stability was established and the economy prospered. This set the stage for a cross 

cultural exchange that occurred during the imperial period as reflected in the similar patterns of 

mosaic pavements, wall paintings, and garden adornments. The use of foreign imports and luxury 

items increased and was no longer reserved for a select few. They became symbolic of a wide 

spread social trend, which sought to elevate the simple domestic unit from a mere dwelling to a 

status symbol within which the wealth of the individual was displayed. 1 9 3 

The transformation of the courtyard into a private garden is part of this trend in which the 

gardens of the large villa estates became the models for the more modest dwellings, a process that 

can be observed in the Campanian houses. 1 9 4 Some of the fragments of marble sculpture that have 

1 9 0 Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 135, 256, n. 18; they are found in Italian dwellings and also in the wall 
paintings of urban dwellings, which tended to emulate the estates of the wealthy. 

1 9 1 Walter-Karyde (1996) 71; for marble phiales (wide bowls) with relief decoration from Pella see, AA 16 
(1960) 82, pi. 81, from Priene see, Wiegand and Schrader (1904) 376-7, figs. 475-6; for garden sculpture see 
also, Chapter 3, Patras, supra 220-1. 

1 9 2 Walter-Karyde, (1996) 1-4, 83, discusses this trend towards private luxury in Athens, which she points 
out is represented by the introduction of the peristyle house in Athens, in the late 5th century BC. 

1 9 3 Zanker, (1998) 12-4, discusses the Roman domestic unit as an indicator of one's identity and social 
status; for the villa as a show case of one's wealthy and status symbol, see, Chapter 1, on Athens, supra 8 Iff. 

1 9 4 See Chapter 3, Patras supra 184. 
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come to light could be part of a decorative garden fountain, like the one that perhaps adorned the 

garden courtyard at Panteleimonos Str. (Tsaroucha plot). 1 9 5 Fountains with figural sculpture of 

animals and mythological characters (i.e. Venus, silens and putti), set on a base within or on the 

sides of the impluvia, were once popular in the gardens and atria of Pompeian and Herculaneum 

houses. 1 9 6 Marble images of the gods also adorned private shrines and libraries. The small but 

complete marble shield (0.145 m), a copy of the Athena Parthenos shield, found in what seems to 

have been the remains of a Roman villa at Kallikratide Str. perhaps adorned, along with its 

197 

accompanying statue now missing, the library of the residence. 

Two fragments from a possible terracotta mask excavated at the Hadtzidemetriou plot may 

represent an example of a domestic adornment commonly found in the dwellings of many Greek 

cities. 1 9 8 They graced the walls not only of rooms but of the courtyard and porticoes as well. They 

also appear in Pompeian wall paintings, and were customarily suspended from the 

intercolumniations of the peristyle as observed in the houses of Pompeii . 1 9 9 

Other objects that may have adorned the courtyard were ornamental terracotta plaques with 

garlands in relief designed to embellish a fountain, statue, or possibly an altar base. 2 0 0 In the affluent 

dwellings marble reliefs would have been preferred similar to the one of Herakles leaning on a club 

For the sculptural fragments of an under life size statue see, AA 35 (1980) 142-3, and Catling (1988-89) 
37; for the garden courtyard at Charametou Str. see, supra 244-5. 

1 9 6 See Chapter 3, Patras, supra 226; fountains were located in the impluvia of the Samnite House and the 
House of the Gem at Herculaneum, George (1998) 89, n. 33. 

1 9 7 For the shield see, AA 49 (1995) 178. 

198 AA 35 (1980) 136; Catling (1988-89) 35; for examples from other Greek cities see, Chapter 1, Athens, 
supra 88. 

1 9 9 As seen in the fresco from the garden of the House of Venus depicting Mars in a garden, Zanker (1998) 
pl. 15; see also the House of the Golden Cupids at Pompeii, George (1998) 92, fig. 9. 

2 0 0 Such plaques were located in the Kokkonou and Chralambakou plots (bb 137), AA 29 (1973-74) 285. 
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found in a residence from the Magoula area, in the district of ancient Pitane. 2 0 1 Terracotta figurines, 

such as those found in the Hatzidemetriou plot and terracotta arulae are commonly associated with 

a domestic shrine, which was frequently located within the courtyard. 2 0 2 The figurines were placed 

in niches, on tables or bases. 

Private dedications, which were a form of self-aggrandizement, constituted another type of 

courtyard adornment in which the owner's achievements were displayed. Inscriptional evidence 

indicates that members of the leading families of Laconia were publicly honoured with portraits. 

One such portrait bust of the early 2nd century, located in the Sparta museum, has been associated 

with Gaius Julius Eurycles Herculanus, ( A D 72-137) a leading Spartan aristocrat. These elite 

members of society did not hesitate to display their accomplishments privately as well. A male 

portrait bust from the Severan period, found within a domestic unit, 2 0 4 and a marble dedicatory 

relief to the Dioscurii and Kybele by a certain Kallikrates from the Hadtzidemetriou plot are, 

perhaps, a testimony to this practice of erecting private dedications within a domestic context, a 

90S 

practice already observed in Athens. 

The monumentalization of the interior courtyard, which was first witnessed in the Athenian 

homes of the late Classical period, had become, by the Roman period, an established tradition 

associated with one's economic status. Fragments of marble columns, bases and epistyle (triglyphs 

2 0 1 In the Tsaroucha plot, AA 35 (1980) 143; Catling (1988-89) 37. 

2 0 2 For those found in the Chatzidemetriou plot see, Catling (1988-89) 35 and AA 35 (1980) 136; fragments 
of portable terracotta altars were found in the Liakakou plot, Kallikratide Str., AA 50 (1995) 133. 

2 0 3 Karapanayiotou-Oikonomopoulou (1998) 123-4. 

2 0 4 The portrait was located in area bb 127, possibly domestic, below the south side of the road in section 
T 2 , / y (1983)94. 

2 0 5 For the Dioscurii and Kybele see, AA 35 (1980) 136 and Catling (1988-89) 35; for an inscribed base 
("Claudius Apo[~] for his daughter Kallistonice, IG V 1.518) of a private dedication set up within, perhaps, a 
private bath (App. 177) see, supra 246, n. 84; for the stele of Hagnousios see, Chapter 1, Athens, supra 86ff. 
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and metopes), along with Doric and Ionic capitals found within a domestic context suggest that 

the courtyards were embellished with a peristyle or a columnar atrium, while elaborate akrokeramoi 

with Medusa and Athena's heads in relief graced the edge of the roof. 2 0 7 In addition, the appearance 

of ornamental marble, such as rosso antico for various architectural refinements, including 

• • 708 

decorative reliefs, was perhaps exclusive to those of significant rank and wealth. 

Included among the decorative household items were the 'Ephesos' type lamps 2 0 9 — a cut 

above average local coarse ware — which would have been placed in wall niches or on tables. The 

fragments of ivory reliefs on the other hand from a well appointed house of the ancient Pitane 

district may have decorated the wooden frames of dining couches, tables or chairs displayed in the 

triclinium of the home. Examples of elaborate ivory decorated klinai have not survived within a 

domestic context, but ivory inlays and fulcra as well as painted stone examples found in tombs or in 

vase painting scenes and Roman klinai sarcophagi, attest to the existence of this luxury item 2 1 1 

The final object to be examined is of special interest for it belongs to a category of 

household items that are often not extensively studied - children's toys. This unique object (the only 

one reported found in Greece to date) is an ivory jointed doll which was discovered in a well of a 

2 0 6 Associated with houses from the Leopoulou plot, AA 22 (1967) 200. 

2 0 7 For Doric and Ionic capitals from the Gerontou plot (bb 125) see, AA 35 (1980) 142; akrokeramoi in the 
Kokkonou and Charalambakou plots (bb 137), AA 29 (1973-74) 285, pi. 184 a, b. 

2 0 8 A Corinthian capital from the Provias plot, Blackman (1997-98) 36; a marble fragment with circular 
motifs in relief, imitating a door leaf, was located within Roman period house remains in the Leopoulou plot 
(bb 124), ^ 2 2 (1967) 200. 

2 0 9 These Type XIX lamps date from the last quarter of the 2nd century B C to the first quarter of the 1st 
century A C . At Athens they appeared after 125 BC, at Corinth in the second half of the 1st century BC, while 
at Sparta it is unknown when, Howland (1958) 166, n. 150. Some were found within a domestic context at 
the Gerontzou plot (O.T. 125), AA 35 (1980) 142. 

2 1 0 Fragments of ivory reliefs came from the Tsaroucha plot in the Magoula district, AA 35 (1980) 142-3 and 
Catling (1988-89) 37. 

2 1 1 For decorative klinai fixtures of the Hellenistic and Roman period (and Hellenistic antiques) see, Chapter 
1, Athens, supra 89, n. 289 and Chapter 5, Epeiros, infra 336ff. 
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large Roman house of the 3rd century (PI. 92 c) . 2 1 2 Judging from its construction technique and 

iconography this toy belongs to a group of dolls manufactured in the area of Rome between the 2nd 

213 * * 

and 3rd centuries and are commonly found in children's tombs. They have been associated with 

"the dolls which maidens dedicate[d] to Venus" 2 1 4 when they reached womanhood or to the 

household gods, the Lares and Penates. The Spartan example was perhaps a luxury item imported 

from Italy for the daughter of some prominent Roman residing in Sparta, or brought back by a 

member of the local elite as a souvenir for his young daughter, or a gift given by a Roman to the 

daughter of a Spartan friend.215 Whatever the source, this rare find may be among one of the many 

tokens, which reflect the close socio-political ties that had developed between Sparta and Rome. 

SUMMARY 

From the above analysis of Spartan domestic architecture several important observations 

have emerged. First, the dominance of the traditional courtyard and possibly corridor plan of the 

Spartan dwelling is challenged, one might say, by the emergence of the Italian type domus with 

atrium, whose popularity is attributed to the Romanization of the elite class. Second, despite this 

Romanization process of the Spartan domestic plan, construction techniques followed more 

traditional methods ~ exterior walls of rubble with internal divisions of mud-brick — unlike the 

predominant western techniques observed at Patras. Lastly, in the area of floor decorations, Sparta 

2 1 2 Catling (1986-87) 20; Kourinou-Pikoula (1985-86) 256; Kourinou-Pikoula, (1985-86) 260, dates the doll 
to the 3rd quarter of the 2nd century or mid 3rd, perhaps just before the Herulian invasion which may explain 
why it ended up in a well. A date was established based on a stylistic analysis, such as hairstyle, which bears 
a striking resemblance to the portraiture of Furia Sabina Tranquillina and Marcia Otacilia Severa, idem 257. 
For a bibliographical list of the ivory, wood and bone Roman dolls see, idem 259-60. 

2 1 3 Kourinou-Pikoula (1985-86) 258,260. 

2 1 4 Persius (Satires, E 69-70). 

2 1 5 Korinou-Pikoula, (1985-86) 260, identifies it as a possible imported luxury item. 
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not only followed current trends in mosaic floor patterns common at other sites, but the local mosaic 

school (or possibly schools) developed its (their) own unique themes and colour combinations. 

2 7 2 



C H A P T E R 5 

E P E I R O S : N I K O P O L I S A N D E N V I R O N S 

"To replace Leukas, and fertile Ambrakia, 
and Thyrreum and Anactorium, and Amphilo-

chian Argos, and all the surrounding cities 
that the furious onslaught of war destroyed, 
Caesar founded me, Nikopolis, a divine city. 
Phoebus receives this reward for the victory 

ofActium."1 

As we have seen in the preceding four chapters, the study of domestic architecture within 

the Roman province of Achaia is closely connected to historical and political events. The 

commencement, therefore, of the Roman phase in housing for each city varied; for Sparta it 

coincided with the Augustan period (27 BC), for Athens the Sullan destruction, and for Corinth and 

Patras the date of Roman colonization, 44 BC and 14 BC respectively.2 In this final chapter I 

should like to explore the domestic remains of the region of Epeiros which was incorporated into 

the Roman province of Achaia in 27 BC and remained within these political boundaries until the 

time of Trajan. At the same time I shall also focus on the city of Nikopolis, which became the seat 

of the provincial governor of Epeiros in the 2nd century AC. 4 

For the study of domestic architecture during the Roman period the region of Epeiros can be 

divided into three primary periods. The first begins in 146 BC when Epeiros became part of the 

Roman province of Macedonia;5 the second phase, in 27 BC when the region was assigned to the 

1 Anthologia Palatina (9, 553). 

2 For Athens, supra 14; for Corinth, supra 93; for Patras, supra 160; Sparta see, supra 228. 
3 This occurred between the years AD 103-114, Karatzeni (2001) 164; Achaia, according to Strabo was 

reorganized by Augustus included "Thessaly and Aetolia and Acarnania and certain Epeirotic tribes which 
border on Macedonia," (17. 3. 25). 

4 Karatzeni (2001) 164; Cabanes (1997) 125. 
5Cabanes(1997) 118. 
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province of Achaia (Pl. 1 a-b);6 while the third can be assigned to the beginning of the 2nd century, 

around the time of Trajan, when Epeiros acquired its independency as a Roman province.7 The end 

of this phase, as with all other cites examined, is defined by the invasion of the Goths in A D 250 

and the Heruli in A D 268.8 

For the city of Nikopolis, however, there are only two phases that coincide with the second 

and third periods of Roman Epeiros. The early period begins with the creation of the city by 

Augustus and covers primarily the 1st and early 2nd centuries A C , while the second phase begins 

with Hadrian who visited the city in (128-134).9 The 2nd century, therefore, is a period of 

prosperity in which larger and more opulent homes appear, while the presence of Roman mausolea 

and thermae in the area point to either the existence of a substantial Italian element in the 

population, or a strong Roman influence.10 

The end, however, of the Roman Nikopolis is associated with the various disturbances that 

rocked the empire during the 3rd century and, in particular, after the mid 3rd century. The 

Nikopolitan mint, which began with the coins of Augustus and ended with those of Gallienus, 

reflects the chronological boundaries of the city's prosperity.11 The termination of coin production 

is generally taken as an indication of economic decline that is often directly attributed to the 

"barbaric' invasion of the Goths and Heruli in A D 268, an event that also threatened other cities 

6 Supra n. 3; Cabanes (1997) 120. 

7 Cabanes (1997) 120; for the chronological problems concerning the creation of the Roman province of 
Epeiros see, Sarikakes (1966) 195-200. 

8 Cabanas (1997) 120; Samsare (1994) 19-20; for the Heruli see, Karatzeni (2001) 164; coin hoards found 
have been associated with this event, Karamesini-Oikonomidou (1967) 91-114 and (1971) 42-51. 

9 Karatzeni (2001) 164. 

1 0 For mausoleum see, AA 28 (1973) 407; Roman construction techniques opus testaceum and plans were 
employed, i. e. plot # 8 at Nikopolis, AA 44 (1989) 268, figs. 10-2; for thermae see, plot # 306, AA 44 (1989) 
270, 273, fig. 14. 

1 1 Head (1911) 321. 
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during the mid 3rd century.12 The closure of the Nikopolitan mint ca A D 260 and foreign invasions, 

therefore, define the end of the second Roman phase of the city. 

Unlike the other Hellenic cities Nikopolis was a creation purely of the Roman period, 

established on a previously unoccupied site. It was founded by Augustus after 31 B C on the 

1 -2 

peninsula just opposite Actium where his army had set up camp (Pl. 93 a). His intentions were to 

establish a Roman military stronghold in western Greece — as was Patras for the N W Peloponnesos 

— and to support the area both financially and socially. 1 4 The city was dedicated ca 29 B C as a 

thank offering to Apollo, Octavian's patron divinity, and was honoured with the title colonia and 

civitas libera. Modern scholarship, however, is split on the issue concerning the status of Nikopolis 

~ civitas libera or colonia — and a consensus has not as yet been reached. 1 5 This matter, 

nonetheless, is of interest to this thesis for it may provide the grounds for speculation about the 

existence of a particular house type at Nikopolis, namely the Roman-type domus with 

atrium/impluvium. As observed at other Greek sites the Italian-type house plan is often, although 

1 2 e.g. Kallion, in Aetolia. At this site elaborate bathing facilities with a hypocaust system were abandoned 
ca the mid 3rd century A C , AA 32 (1977) 114-5 and Zapheiropoulou (1982) 13, and a coin hoard of 14 
sestertii (2nd to 3rd centuries) was found in the Roman House hidden in the years following the mid 3rd 
century, idem 12. The abandonment of the bathing facilities and the coin hoard have been associated with the 
Herulian invasion; Chrysostomou and Kephallonitou (2001) 14. 

1 3 The site may have had a small harbour close to its north wall, for the length of the Mazoma embankment 
(which originally was an open channel) was by Roman times ca 500 m, Wiseman (2001) 49; according to 
Dio Cassius, "he founded a city on the site of his camp by gathering together some of the neighboring peoples 
and dispossessing others, and named it Nikopolis," (51.13). 

1 4 Chysostomou and Kephallonitou (2001) 10. 

1 5 Recently, however, according to Isager, (2001) 7, questions on the "status of the city now seems to have 
ended with an almost universal agreement upon the fact that Nikopolis was not a Roman colonia and did not 
receive colonists. It had the status of a civitas foederat"; in the past scholars who believed that she was a 
civitas libera settled by Greeks included: Jones (1987) 108; Alcock (1993) 133; Tzoubara-Soule (1987) 191; 
Kirsten (1987) 91-97; Hoepfher (1987) 129; those who argue for a Roman colony include among others, 
Purcell, (1987) 89, n. 78, who bases his conclusion in part on IG2 92 and ILS 2080, in which a certain 
centurion of the first legion Italica was assigned as duomvir in the colonies of Actium Nikopolis and Ulpia: 
"in leg. prim[a]m [IJta[l]ic, [pjrimipil. leg. / eiusdem, adlectus decurio in/ colonis et or[n]am. [IJ1 v[i]ralib./ 
[or]n. Actiae Nicopoli et Ulpia/..." In fact, Purcell (1987) 88, suggests that it was a double community, both a 
colonia and a civitas libera. 
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not exclusively (Sparta, ancient Mieza, Pantochome in Kozani), associated with colonies and the 

settlement of veterans (Patras, Corinth, Dion, Philippi). 1 6 

Modem uncertainties concerning the status of Nikopolis perhaps have arisen from the 

inconsistencies that exist in the ancient texts. Among the Latin sources, for example, Pliny (NH, 

4.4-5) and Tacitus (Annals V . 10.3-4) explicitly identify Nikopolis as a Romanam coloniam. Pliny 

in his accounts appears to be very consistent and clearly states the status of all the cities he discusses 

* 17 

whether it be a colonia, a libera or a stipendaria. This practice, on the other hand, is not observed 

by the Greek authors, such as Pausanias (10.38.4) or Strabo (10.2.2). Modem scholarship, however, 

has perhaps overlooked the fact that we are dealing with different types of literary genre rather than 

a correct or incorrect reference. The Latin authors focused on historical and political issues and 

therefore emphasized detail and practicality in their texts, while the Greek authors favoured a more 

popular approach; Pausanias as a historical 'tourist's guide' and Strabo as a philosophical work that 

disregarded detail.1 8 Consequently, to the Latin authors, the status of a city was important in their 

historical accounts, but not to the Greek authors.19 For the above reasons I would tend to favour 

Pliny's identification concerning the political status of Nikopolis. It would not be atopon to assume 

that Augustus honoured as a colonia his first and foremost victory city, and at the same time 
90 

bestowed upon her the title civitas libera. 

For atrium house at Mieza (Naousa) see, Allamane and Misailidou (1992) 209-10, fig. 4; for atrium 
house at Pantochome see, Ziota and Karametrou-Menteside (1988) 29-30, fig. 1; for Dion see, Pandermalis 
(1997) 51-60; for Philippi see, Collart (1937) 357 and Lazarides (1973) 46. 

1 7 Jones, (1971) 7, points out that Pliny was "meticulous in noting the privileged status of cities"; discussion 
with Dr. Anthony Barrett. 

1 8 Strabo's Geography presented a philosophical approach to issues, a work which in his own words is 
"worthy of a philosopher" (1.1.23) and does not dwell on detail but the overall effect. 

1 9 They perhaps used the word polis in a general context, without referring to the political status of the city. 

2 0 See, Purcell (1987) 88, n. 77; for discussion on dual communities see Chapter 1, Patras, supra 163. 
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He chose an excellent site, with numerous water sources, fertile land and excellent harbour 

facilities that contributed to the city's growth and prosperity.21 Consequently, it became an 

important transhipment port between the west and the Levant, and for the nearby Corinthian gulf 

itself. Ships bound north-west were forced by the wind patterns in the region to remain close to 

the western coast of Greece and make frequent stops. Wealthy travellers, Roman officials, and 

Italian negotiatores could find at all the major stopping points along this route, from Corinth to 

Dyrrachium, conveniences and amenities of a Roman urban lifestyle.24 

Having examined the location and status of Nikopolis, I should like to explore in turn the 

origins of the citizen body. The sources clearly state that Nikopolis was founded through the 

synoecism of the surrounding Greek communities, which included Ambrakians, Leukadians, 

Anaktorians, Thyrreians, Amphilochian Argives and Aitolians (Pis. 93 b). According to the 

literary evidence the inhabitants were forced to leave their towns while Pausanias (7.18.8) points out 

Chrysostomou and Kephallonitou (2001) 10. 

2 2 Purcell, (1987) 89, points out that Nikopolis was one of the many harbours along the western coast of 
Greece that facilitated in the grain trade between Egypt and Rome. 

2 3 Murray, (1982) 412-413, mentions that these cities helped sustain and enhance the local economy and 
strengthen trade on account of the frequent stops that the ships were forced to make because of the wind 
patterns. 

2 4 Millar (1965) 146, mentions an inscription (IC I, 8, 54) of ca A D 100 about a certain contender to the title 
"Patron of Knossos" who travelled from Crete to Rome in the middle of winter making Nikopolis his 
stopping point; Cicero (Atticus, 5.9 and ad Familiares, 16.9.1) during his trip to and from Greece in 51-50 
BC makes a stopping point at Actium (Pl. 93 a), which at that time was an insignificant site with harbour 
facilities that was later supplanted by the city of Nikopolis. 

25 Anthologia Palatina (9, 553); Pausanias (7.7.9; 7.18.8; 5.23.3; 10.38.4); Dio Cassius (51.1.3); Strabo 
(7.7.6; 10.2.2); despite what is indicated in the literary sources not all areas were completely abandoned as 
implied in an inscription (CIG, 1801) of the time of Nerva from Ambrakia. According to Tzoubara-Soula 
(1987) 169, n. 2, it may have been repopulated; Roman domestic remains have been identified outside the 
walls of ancient Ambrakia, 'Epyov YIHIO 3 (1999) 113; at ancient Leukas houses at the Chalikia and 
Logothete plots indicate, according to the pottery evidence, that the site was not abandoned until the early 1st 
century A C , AA 48 (1993) 296, 299; Fiedler (2001) 278 and (1999) 225-6. 
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that the city of Kalydon and the territory of Aetolia were laid waste. To facilitate this venture 
27 

Augustus even transferred temples and religious shrines to the newly founded city of victory. In 

addition, the coins of Nikopolis also shed light on the diversity of its population. The boar and the 

famous Molossian dog, for example, found on the coins of Nikopolis (PI. 94 b), may represent the 

Aetolian and Epeirotan segment of its population. The image of Apollo Leukates (PI. 94 c), on the 

other hand, possibly indicates that residents from Leukas relocated to this newly established city 
7R 

bringing along with them even their roof tiles, as some scholars have suggested. 

As for the Roman element in the Region of Epeiros, its presence is attested from the 2nd 

century BC. Italian merchants, wealthy Romans and veteran colonists through private initiative 

settled here sporadically. The Roman colony of Photicenses in Thresprotia, for example, was 

founded by Caesar, while Roman settlements sprang up in the hinterland and along the coast of 

Thresprotia. At the same time earlier Classical and Hellenistic settlements continued to thrive.30 

Scholarly opinion, nonetheless, appears to be split on this issue concerning the make up of 
Murray, (1982) xxvii, presents a slightly different opinion and suggests that the original population of 

Nikopolis consisted of locals from scattered villages who chose to come to the new city in search of work, 
especially from impoverished and forgotten Akarnania. 

2 7 As a form of bribery according to, Murray (1982) 363. 

2 8 Oikonomidou (1987) 201; in some instances roof tiles were not found (as in House AH) while elsewhere 
they were found in piles perhaps ready for transport, to Nikopolis, AA 48 (1993) 299; Fiedler, via personal 
correspondence, suggests that the Leukadians carried all their roof tiles to Nikopolis; however, the roof tiles 
may also have been reused in a later Roman period settlement nearby, as in the case of Ambrakia where just 
recently evidence of a Roman settlement was identified outside the Hellenistic walls of the city, "Epyov YLHIO 
3(1999) 114. 

2 9 Cabanes (1997) 124-5, also indicates that inscriptional evidence with Latin names have been excavated, 
which points to South Italy; for Italian negotiators in Greece see, Alcock (1993) 75-7; according to Strabo, 
under Octavian Roman settlers (war veterans) settled in many areas: "...indeed, the Romans, after being set up 
as masters by the inhabitants, encamp in their very houses" (7.7.3); for Roman presence in Epeiros see also, 
Katsadima and Angeli (2001) 100-1. 

3 0 According to Polybius (21, 27-28) Ambrakia was besieged by the Romans in 189 B C and last in 167 B C 
by Aemilius Paulus, AA 41 (1986) 111; the Roman colonia Photicenses in Thesprotia was established, 
according to epigraphic evidence by Caesar, see catalogue of inscriptions #1, #2, #3, in Samsares (1994); for 
inscriptional evidence of names of Roman colonists who settled in the area of Thesprotia see also, Samsares 
(1994) 17-8,43 and n.6, and for Roman settlements, idem 43-4. 
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"\ 1 
Nikopolis' citizen body, as it is with the status of the city. Some scholars dismiss the view that 

there were any Roman elements in the population whatsoever. Despite such dogmatic statements 

as "there are no traces of Roman settlers in Nikopolis, neither of veterans of the army or the fleet nor 

of plebeians from the capital or from any other province,"33 evidence for certain foreigners, such as 

Roman businessmen and wealthy landowners, some veterans and Jews, does exist. 

First, large Roman agricultural estates of the so-called synepeirotai were present in N W 

Greece by the 1st century B C as indicated by the literary and archaeological testimonia. Varro (de 

Rustica n, Prologue, 6. n, 1.2) and Cicero (ad Atticum 7. 2.3-4, de Legibus U 3.7) mention the 

estates of T. P. Atticus, such as the villa of Almathea near Boutlirotum that supported a herd of 120 

cattle and a second near Kalama. Second, archaeological evidence confirms the existence of similar 

estates at Masklenitsa, in Thesprotia and at the mouth of the Acheron and Louros rivers, 3 4 and at 

Stroggyle at the north end of the Ambrakian gulf. 3 5 Closer also to Nikopolis, in the community of 

Rizon and north of the city's Roman wall, in an idyllic location with an abundant supply of water, 

3 1 See, supra n. 15. 

3 2 Kirsten, (1987) 91 and nn. 1-2, discusses and summarizes the problems and previous scholarship on the 
origins of the original inhabitants of Nikopolis; Tzouvara-Soule (1987) 169-70; some believe that there was 
no Roman minority residing in Nikopolis such as, Sarikakis (1970) 96, Bowersock (1966) 93-4, who in fact 
emphasizes its Hellenic make up; on the other hand, others such as, Tzouvara-Soule (1987) 169, n. 1, 
Phourke (1928) 119, 123, Oikonomidou (1975) 8, and Dakaris (1971) 94, believe there was a Roman 
minority at Nikopolis. 

3 3 Kirsten (1987) 91. 

3 4 For Thesprotia see AA 49 (1994) 427-9, and also at Ladochori, AA 50 (1995) 445-6; Dakaris (1972) 24-
25; the existence of a large aristocratic estate is postulated at Riza judging from the remains of a decagonal 
brick-built private balneum of the 3rd century A C which still stands to an impressive height (to roof level in 
places), AA 48 (1993) 301. In the earlier reports - Catling, (1983-84) 389-39, Chrysostomou (1982) 10-21 
and Alcock (1993) 70, fig. 24 — this structure was identified as a possible nymphaeum; for Roman 
farmhouses appearing as early as the 1st century B C at Leukas see, Pliakou (2001) 155. 

3 5 Baths and a Roman villa of the corridor/stoa type were excavated, AA 48 (1993) 282 and AA 49 (1994) 
382-7; numerous Arretine ware were identified at Paleoroforo and Roman remains at Valanidousa, Cabanes 
(1997) 125; terra sigillata at Leukas, AA 48 (1993) 299. 
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the remains of two villae rusticae of wealthy landowners were identified. Inscriptional evidence, 

in fact, identifies one of these families as the Cossini from Puteoli. 3 7 Third, the fact that Nikopolis 

was an important commercial city that connected central Greece with Italy and was situated along a 

major transhipment route between the east and west, suggests that at least some Italian merchants 

may have resided there. The discovery, for example, of a 1st century A C Kerdoos Hermes with a 

balantium, a typical Roman symbol of commerce, attests not only to the mercantile nature of the 

city but also perhaps to Roman presence.38 These Italian merchants may not all have been citizens 

of Rome but among them were freedmen or slaves who resided here and perhaps worked on behalf 

of a wealthy Roman patron. A n inscription from Nikopolis for example mentions the Genius 

Caesaris and the Lares Augusti — formally the Lares Compitales, a festival directed primarily by 

freedmen and slaves.40 

Among the foreigners at Nikopolis, there may have also been an important early Jewish 

community involved, perhaps, in trade and commerce.4 1 Their presence would explain, on the one 

At the Athanasiou plot, in the community of Rizon, Preveza, a large villa rustica (1st to 3rd century AC) 
with a decagonal balneum was located with a panoramic view of the area and an abundant, nearby, water 
source, AA 48 (1993) 301; for a recent study of the Rizon villa and villa rustica at Hagia Pelagia see, 
Katsadema and Angeli (2001) 91-107. 

3 7 Strauch (1996) 311, n. 290; for the Epeirote inscription see, Hatzfeld, (1919) 39. 62. 153; according to 
inscriptional evidence (CIL HI 574) the Cossini family was also present at Leukas, Delos and Kos (early 1st 
century BC), Strauch (1996) 311. 

3 8 Tzouvara-Soule (1987) 184; the bronze statuette of Hermes # 877 is in the Nikopolis museum and was 
found in the area of Maurologgos. 

3 9 Tzouvara-Soule (1987) 170; similar patron/client arrangements existed on the island of Delos in the 
second half of the 2nd and early 1st centuries BC, Rauh (1993) 232. 

4 0 Four freedmen were elected annually as magistri and four as ministri, "Laribus augustis et genio 
caesaris," published by Sarikakes (1969) 65-6. 

4 1 For the involvement of the Diaspora of the 1st century B C in trade and banking see, Safrai and Stern 
(1974) 143, 145, 148, 152-3. 
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hand Herod's generous contributions to the building program of this city - which according to 

Josephus "...helped construct the greater part of their buildings," (Antiquities, 16.146)- and on the 

other, the establishment of an early and prosperous Christian community inferred in Paul's epistle to 

Titus (H. 12). 

Some scholars, furthermore, judging from Pliny's statement, assume that Roman veterans 

settled at Nikopolis after the battle of Actium: "Actium colonia Augusti cum civitate libera 

Nicopolitana" (NH 4.4-5). Archaeological and epigraphic evidence for the time being, however, 

can not confirm this proposal. The early appearance of gladiatorial games in a city is at times 

associated with the presence of Roman soldiers, who in the later Republic were trained by lanistae, 

professional gladiator trainers, and had their own group of gladiators for entertainment.43 The 

presence, however, of 1st century A C stadium at Nikopolis designed to hold such combats and 

venationes, beast hunts 4 4 as well as the tomb offerings of a lamp with a gladiator in relief and a 

terra sigillata plate inscribed with the name P. C L O . P R O C . (Pl. 94 a), 4 5 cannot be used as reliable 

evidence for the presence of veterans. These types of relief lamps were popular everywhere and, of 

course, a place for holding gladiatorial combats in a city such as Nikopolis would have been 

expected given her close proximity to Italy, the presence of many negotiatores in this region, and 

the significance of her port which was frequented by Romans east or west bound. Certain standard 

4 2 Herod's building projects appear to be associated with sites of Jewish settlements, see for example the 
distribution map of Herod's building projects in Netzer (1981) 50 and compare it to the map of the Diaspora 
in Safrai and Stern (1974) 120-1; see also, Netzer (1981) 48-61, 73-80; Netzer, (1987) 127, also points out 
that foreign projects may be seen as an expression of Herod's loyally to Rome and commercial ties; he was, 
perhaps, also working on strengthening his ties with the Diaspora, in the hopes of a possible increase in the 
contributions set yearly by the Diaspora to the Temple of Jerusalem along with the standard half-shekel; for 
the contributions of the Diaspora see, Safrai and Stern (1974) 122. 

4 3 Wiedemann (1992) 45-6. 

4 4 Both ends of the stadium (Pl. 95) are closed off, a design characteristic of the stadium/amphitheaters of 
the Roman period in which gladiatorial combats and venationes took place, AA 45 (1990) 254, 

4 5 Finds from a local cist grave of the 1st century A C , AA 28 (1973) 406. 
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modes of entertainment, therefore, common at all major Roman cities were essential; gladiatorial 

combats, of course, were among the most popular. According to a prosopographical list, compiled 

from epigraphic and literary evidence, it is evident that a small number of Italians resided at 

Nikopolis — of which some in fact belonged to the Sergia and Cyreina tribes.4 6 Whether these 

names, however, can be associated with veterans or those of veteran descent is difficult to validate. 

The list, in fact, displays a predominantly Greek catalogue of known names with only 11 purely 

Roman out of a total of 200.41 

Only future excavations at the site will reveal the basic house plan, or rather plans, of 

Nikopolis and answer many of the questions posed concerning the status of the city, the makeup of 

the population and its settlement patterns. If indeed there was a significant number of veterans that 

had settled in this city, then one would expect to find Roman domus-typc dwellings with impluvia, 

similar to those found in Patras, Corinth, Dion and Phillipi, where numerous Roman veterans had 

also settled.48 On the other hand, with the congregation of inhabitants from the surrounding areas 

versions of the Greek courtyard house, with or without a peristyle, might also surface. 

In addition, slight divergences in wall construction and forms of domestic adornment are to 

be expected. Given the diversity of the citizen body at Nikopolis, it would be logical to assume that 

people brought in to settle on a previously unoccupied site would initially tend to group together in 

4 6 Chrysostomou and Kephallonitou (2001) 13. 

4 7 Sarikakis (1970) 67-85. According to this prosopographical list, out of the thirty five names that indicate 
Roman citizens with the triple nomina, 24 have Greek cognomens; according to Purcell, (1987) 89, n. 78, the 
nomenclature of Nikopolitans presented by Sarikakis, has quite a high proportion of possible names of 
veteran descent (e.g. his nos. 8-9, 21, 22, 23, 29-30, 37, 68-9, 71, 90 121, 136, 150); the veterans of Actium 
settled at nearby Patras, as suggested by the literary evidence (Strabo, 8.7.5) and the imported funerary urns 
etc., see Chapter 3, Patras, supra 162, n. 12 and although it is possible that some may have settled at 
Nikopolis, this theory, at the moment, is difficult to prove. 

4 8 For Patras see Chapter 3 supra 161 ff; Dion was a Roman veteran colony and examples of 
atriumlimpluvium units have been excavated by the University of Thessalonike, Pandermalis (1996) 205-209 
and (1997) 51-60, Karadedos (1988) 163, 167, fig. 2, 170, fig. 9, and personal observation; for Philippi see, 
Lazarides (1973) 46 and Collart (1937) 357. 
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a specific area of the city. Consequently, one would expect to find here, more so than in any other 

city, distinct neighbourhoods settled by those forced to evacuate their ancestral homes and adorned 

with shrines of a patron deity (i.e. Kalydonian Artemis, or Apollo Leukates) that identified the 

origins of a neighbourhood's inhabitants.49 

Despite the limited archaeological evidence for the domestic architecture of Nikopolis, 

vestiges of the early Roman city walls, the public buildings which follow the axis of the cardo 

maximus,50 the nymphaeum, Bouleuterion/Odeion,51 the early Roman period aqueduct,52 bath 

buildings,5 3 stadium,5 4 gymnasium,5 5 theatre,56 cemeteries and later Christian Basilicas, reveal a 

very important and promising site (Pl. 95). The dominance of brick, and opus testaceum and/or 

opus mixtum as building techniques for public and private use, such as funerary monuments and 

villas, points to strong ties and influences from the west.57 If one is to formulate an opinion of 1st 

A more recent example are the neighborhoods established after the Asia Minor catastrophe in 1922 where 
over 1.500.000 million Greeks, forced out of Asia Minor, settle in Greece and elsewhere. At various cities 
and towns, such as Thessalonike, Athens, etc. distinct neighborhoods were established by these refugees from 
Asia Minor, elsewhere new towns sprung up named after the cities of their homeland. 

5 0 Plot 242, AA 44 (1989) 268-70, fig. 13; a two storey orthogonal structure, 70 m x 56 m, with rooms and 
stoas that followed the axis of the cardo maximus was identified in the earlier bibliography as an 
"amphitheatre," Philadelpheus (1929) 28; public buildings were identified in the southern section of the 
Roman city see, plot # 306, AA 44 (1989) 270. 

5 1 Chrysostomou and Kephallonitou (2001) 27-9. For the Augustan nymphaeum see, idem 29-33. 

5 2 Lolos, (1997) 304, indicates that the aqueduct, which runs from the springs of Hagios Georgios to the 
Nymphaeum at Nikopolis, could be Augustan or Hadrianic; recent studies identify the nymphaeum as 
possibly Augustan, whereas the cisterns are dated to the 2nd and early 3rd centuries A C see, Chrysostomou 
and Kephallonitou (2001) 18-19. 

5 3 Remains of the Southern Thermae were cleared at plot # 306, AA AA (1989) 270, fig. 14; for thermae of 
the suburbs, proasteon, outside the northern walls see, Chrysostomou and Kephallonitou (2001) 50. 

5 4 Strabo VU, 7,6); AA 45 (1990) 254-5, fig. 9, pl. 113 e; Chrysostomou and Kephallonitou (2001) 51-2. 

5 5 Strabo (7.7.6); constructed in various wall techniques, opus testaceum, incertum and quasi-reticulatum, 
AA 45 (1990) 255, fig. 10, pl. 114 a-b; also hippodrome, Chrysostomou and Kephallonitou (2001) 52. 

5 6 Chrysostomou and Kephallonitou (2001) 52-3. 

5 7 For various monuments, plans and construction techniques see, AA AA (1989) 268-75; a mausoleum was 
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and early 2nd centuries Nikopolis, based on Epictetus' Discourses (I. 26, 10), she would appear as 

a rather modest centre compared to Athens, Corinth or Patras;59 perhaps an undesirable location for 

intellectuals since she had no historical monuments, glorious past, and initially, at least, no 

philosophical schools.6 0 The opulent 2nd century villa currently being excavated and the early 

Christian remains, however, reveal a site that prospered significantly in the latter stages of her 

development. 

The remains of villae rusticae, Roman domestic plans, Roman building techniques (opus 

testaceum, reticulatum, mixtum), floor pavements (opus spicatum, baked brick), and terra sigillata 

wares found at numerous sites around Nikopolis (PI. 96), are factors (along with the city's prime 

commercial location) that may have contributed to the formation of an important centre in this 

region for the dissemination of Italian architectural and artistic influences. Future excavations at 

this unique, ex novo, Roman period city should shed significant light on the study of domestic 

architecture in Roman Greece. 

ARCHITECTURE 

Remains for the study of domestic architecture in Epeiros during the early Roman period 

has been identified throughout the region.6 1 Studies reveal that the traditional and dominant 

domestic plan in this area of N W and western Greece was a variant of the Greek courtyard house 

discovered in the southern necropolis of Nikopolis, plot # 8, AA 44 (1989) 268, figs. 10-12. 

5 8 "For there in Rome are found in truth the great resources, while the riches of Nikopolis look to them like 
mere child's-play," (I. 26. 10). 

5 9 Millar (1965) 144. 

6 0 The Roman stoic philosopher Epictetus opened the first philosophical school at Nikopolis after A D 86, 
Inwood (1996) 532; Millar (1965) 141-8. 

6 1 For a list of Roman period housing types in Epeiros see, App. 216-274. 
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that followed the local Hellenistic tradition. Hellenistic plans, therefore, were maintained and 

modifications were conducted with poor quality materials during the early Roman period. Elements 

previously not found in Epeirote houses were introduced, which included the peristyle,63 as well as 

double courtyards, an increase in the size of the courtyard, and a second auxiliary entrance that 

provided access to side streets. These elements, of course were not Roman imports; however, they 

do occur during a period in which Epirus was under Roman rule, as part of the Roman province of 

Macedonia (168/7-27 BC) , and the presence of Italians in this region is well documented.64 They 

perhaps played a vital role in the Romanization of the elite and in the economic revival of the 

region, which in turn brought about refinements to the domestic plan. 

Domestic units from this early Roman period were excavated at Ladochori and Masklenitsa 

(Thesprotia), Kassope, Horraon, Ambrakia, Kallion (Aetolia), Grammenon (Ionannina) and Leukas. 

O f these structures, those constructed in the late Classical (Kassope, Leukas, Ambrakia, Horraon 

and Kallion) and Hellenistic (Ambrakia, Grammenon) periods often maintained their ground plan, 

despite numerous renovations, to the end of the early Roman period and beyond as exemplified in 

the Roman House at Kall ion. 6 5 These remains indicate that the prevailing courtyard house in this 

6 2 Schwandner (2001) 110; Hoepfher and Schwandner (1986) 75ff. and (1994) 114ff; Dakaris (1984) 49, 
38-55. 

6 3 The origins for the double courtyard may be Macedonia, as seen in the Palace at Vergina (PI. 40 a) and in 
the House of Dionysos at Pella, Walter-Karyde (1996) 15, fig. 10, or even Sicily and Magna Graecia with 
which Epeiros had close commercial ties, e.g. Megara Hyblaea (PI. 108 b) and Morgantina (PI. 108 c), infra 
n. 137; Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 63; according to Tzouvara-Soule, (1992) 66, the peristyle appears for the first 
time in the domestic architecture of Ambrakia in House A of the Kotsarida plot, in the final Hellenistic phase, 
2nd-1st centuries B C (which corresponds to the early Roman period); specifically after 169 BC, as suggested 
by the classical and early Hellenistic pottery found beneath the floor of room D6 and the north portico and 
especially the fragments of Megarian bowls, long linear-leaf bowl, found on the pavements of the eastern and 
northern portico of the house, AA 35 (1980) 309, pi. 154 a. 

6 4 Supra 279. 

6 5 Out of the 12 houses excavated at Kassope, one was used during the 1st century A C , Schwandner (2001) 
112. Arretine wares were found in House 1 at Kassope, Dakaris (1977) 147; House 5 at Kassope (5 phases in 
all) used the original floor plan in its final phase (early Roman period), Schwandner (2001) 111; Kassope 
built in the 4th century B C (370/60 BC), idem 109; Kallion's Roman phase, 1st and 2nd centuries A C see, 
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region is characterized by a distinct distribution of interior space. The overall design, according to 

Dakaris, was composed essentially of two parallel horizontal and vertical inner walls crossing at 

right angles, which divide the interior space into eight or nine rooms of varying sizes. 6 6 The central 

courtyard was reached through a covered or uncovered proaulion (Pl. 97 a, g), 6 7 or accessed directly 

from the street (Pl. 97 b). It had a rectangular elongated shape as in House 1 Kassope (Pl. 97 b), or 

squarish and with a portico at one end (Pl. 97 c), 6 8 or with a single support as identified in House 3 

at Kassope, area K (Pl. 98 a). 6 9 In addition to the main entrance of the household that communicated 

directly with the courtyard, an auxiliary entrance was added that provided access to the side streets. 

Zapheiropoulou (1982) 13; for Kallion's late Classical phase see, Themelis (1979) 279; Horraon, almost 
contemporary with Kassope, Dakaris (1986) 111; for classical houses of Kallion see, Themelis (1979) 247-
79; for Ambrakia, Classical and Hellenistic, Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 60. At Ambrakia, however, there is 
evidence of continuous occupation of domestic units from Archaic times to late Hellenistic/early Roman, as 
for example indicated by the various floor levels in House A from Kyprou Str., AA (1987) 308; for 
Grammenon (Ioannina) early Hellenistic, AA 27 (1972) 446-8, fig. 3. 

6 6 Hoepfher and Schwandner, (1986) 108ff do not accept this tripartite division of space but divide the 
house into five basic spaces (entrance courtyard - two wings with andron and workrooms - and at the back 
the two-storied hearthroom (oikos) and service rooms. 

6 7 Houses 7 and 6 at Kassope (App. 226), covered proaulion (a), Dakaris (1982) 80-81; Fiedler (via 
correspondence) suggests that the proaulion (m) of House B (AU..5 and .6) at the Logothete plot, Leukas (Pl. 
99 a-b) probably did not have a roof because of the thresholds of the surrounding rooms and absence of tiles; 
for plan see, AA 48 (1993) 298, fig. 16 and Fiedler (1999) 418. For the reconstruction, however, as Fiedler 
pointed out to me via personal correspondence, the plan of early phase of the structure in his article is 
incorrect. The correct plan will soon appear in a forthcoming article. 

6 8 Horraon, House 1, Dakaris (1986) 121; House B at Ambrakia, AA 35 (1980) 309; see also house A 
Logothete plot, at Leukas, with a stoa facing on to a courtyard, west, and an andron, east, AA 48 (1993) 298, 
fig. 16. Fiedler (via correspondence) suggests a possible peristyle courtyard. 

6 9 AA 35 (1980) 309; interestingly enough the single support appears in the classical houses of Athens, in 
House D of the Industrial district (Pl. 6; court 2) and in the housing block (House A) along the north slopes of 
the Areopagus (Pl. 99 c). 
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A vital element of the courtyard was the well. 7 0 They were often carefully constructed of stone and 

some homes may have included a cistern as a secondary water source.71 

The dimensions of these courtyard homes from the early Roman period were modest and 

varied in size as indicated in the following chart:72 

HOUSE TYPE DIMENSIONS 

House A Ambrakia peristyle (ER) 18.5/17.67 3xl5m=262.5m2 

Kotsarida plot 
(App. 235) (H-ER) 

House 1 Ambrakia 
Christogiorgou plot 
(App. 223) (EH-ER) 

House at Cyprus and 
St. Nikolas Strs. Ambrakia 
(App. 224a) (EH-ER) 

House 1 Kassope 
(later enlarged) 
(App. 226 a) (LC-ER) 

Grammenon 
(App. 232) (EH-ER) 

House 1 Horraon 
(App. 241) (LC-ER) 

7 0 As noted in the houses at Ambrakia, at the Aphoi Lambrake plot, AA 43 (1987) 308, fig. 1, and the 
Apotope plot, there was a stone paved courtyard (5.3 x 7m) with well, AA 45 (1990) 241; at Leukas, Chalikia 
plot,^f48(1993)295. 

7 1 For stone wells see: House A from the Georgoula plot, Ambrakia, AA 41 (1986) 109; and House B, 
Logothete plot, AA 48 (1993) 296; many stone built wells were found in the houses of Ambrakia, Tzouvara-
Soule (1992) 57; for a secondary water source see, AA 41 (1986) 108, 109; house 3 at Ambrakia had a square 
cistern, 0.8 m deep, and was lined with hydraulic plaster. 

7 2 In fact, at Kassope all the houses are almost square (14.7 x 15.6 m = 230 m2). House 7 is the only 
exception, it is slightly larger, 15.7 x 16.6 m, Dakaris (1982) 79. 

7 3 In the AA 34 (1979) 244, the measurements are 18.5 m x 15 m, whereas in the AA 35 (1980) 307, the 
measurements are 17:60 m x 15 m. 

peristyle (ER) 

courtyard 

courtyard 

courtyard 

courtyard/corridor 

courtyard/peristyle (ER) 

16 x 14 m = 224m' 

15xll.5m=175.5m 2 

4.5xl3.1m=188.5m2 

14.5xl9.4m=288.5m2 

17.6xl2.85m=226.16m2 

19.7x14.8=291.56m2 
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House of the Archives, 
Kallion (LC-279 BC) 

courtyard 15.4xl8m=277.2m2 

Roman house Kallion courtyard 14.5xl2m=174m2 ,74 

(LC-267 B C & R: 
1st & 2nd centuries BC) 

House 3 Kassope 
(LC-ER) 

14.5x ? 

House 5 Kassope 
(LC-ER) 

.75 courtyard 14.5xl6=232m2 

House B (Logothete plot) courtyard 14.5xl3.5=196.35ih 2 

Leukas (C-lst centuries B C / A C ) 

*LC=Late Classical, EH=Early Hellenistic, H=Hellenistic, EL=Early Roman, R=Roman. 

Consequently, the courtyard house in this region of Greece differs from those found in 

Athens which were characterized by their centrally located rectangular courtyard with rooms on all 

sides, as represented by House N (PI. 9 b), or from the elongated Priene-type house favoured at 

Abdera (PI. 100 a-b).7 6 Petros Themelis describes this late Classical western Greek dwelling as a 

These are the internal dimensions of the excavated area A-B-E-F, Zapheiropoulou (1982) 10. Area B-C-
D-E was not excavated and therefore not included in the calculation and for this reason the area of the 
dwelling differs dramatically from its neighbor, the House of the Archives, despite the fact that they appear 
similar in size (PI. 99 d). 

7 5 According to Dakaris, (1979) 117, at Kassope the basic domestic plot had an area of 230 m 2, House 5 is 
(14.5 m x 16 m) comparable in size to the Olynthian units; for the dimensions of the Olynthian houses see, 
Robinson and Graham (1938) 29 ff. 

7 5 For courtyard houses at Epeiros see, App. 216-228; House 1 from Horraon, however, which Dakaris uses 
as the basis for his argument, actually does have a covered portico in its original phase on the south side of 
the courtyard in front of the oecus, which resembles a pastas except that it is on the wrong side of the court 
(east side rather than north). Furthermore, there is a similar type or portico facing the north side of a 
courtyard house (House B) from Ambrakia that could be classified, judging from the information provided in 
the report, as a pastas type AA 35 (1980) 309; House 3 from Kassope with the single columnar support found 
in the northern courtyard is reminiscent of classical Athenian houses, as seen in the N E unit from housing 
block along the north slopes of the Areopagus, and House D from the industrial district (PI. 6), Thompson 
and Wycherley (1972) 176, fig. 41; for Abdera see, AA 17 (1961-2) 246 fig. 4 and Lazarides (1952) 262; for 
Priene houses see, Wiegand and Schrader (1904) 285-9. 
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wing-type court house, Fliigelhofhaus, comparable to the odd Classical dwellings on the Pnyx Hill 

77 

(Pl. 101 a-b). Such an arrangement of rooms was observed at Komboti in Akarnania, and at 

Horraon and Kassope in Epeiros. 7 8 Hoepmer and Schwandner, on the other hand, have identified 

this house plan, that is exemplified by House 1 at Horraon (Pl. 97 c), as the Herdraumhaus, or 

Hearthroom-house, in which the focus of the household is the oecus, or hearth room, not the 
79 • 

courtyard. The significance of the hearth room in Epeiros is manifest in the later early Roman 

villa at Masklenitsa (2nd century BC-3rd century A C ) in which a permanent hearth was added (Pl. 

102 a). The colder climate of N W Greece justifies the presence of a permanent hearth, throughout 

antiquity, in the dwellings of this region. 8 0 

In addition to the above observations, Dakaris distinguishes three main zones of the 

household;81 the first zone or courtyard area, the second zone defined by the high ceiling oecus with 

hearth, and the third zone, the second storey, hyperoon, located over the north side. 8 2 The first zone 

included an entrance, the courtyard and a nearby andron with service rooms on the opposite side. A 

prothyron is common in the houses of Epeiros, as observed in the houses of Kassope (Pl. 97 b) 8 3 

and Horraon (Pl. 97 c). At House 14 in Kassope (fig. 102 b); however, a prostyle porch, was added 

in front of the prothyron for added protection as indicated by the column bases on either side of the 

Themelis (1979) 279; for the 5th century B C dwellings on the Pnyx Hill see, Lauter-Bufe and Lauter 
(1971) 110-11. 

7 8 Themelis (1979) 279. All constructed in the late classical period, 4th century BC. 

7 9 Hoepfher and Schwandner (1986) 108-12; see also structure at Tzima plot, with circular and rectangular 
hearths, AA 49 (1994) 424-5, fig. 7. 

m AA 49 (1994) 427-8. 

8 1 Hoepmer and Schwandner, (1986) 108, disagree and divide the area into two zones with differing widths. 

8 2 Dakaris (1986) 140. 

8 3 House 1 Kassope, Dakaris (1977) 145. 
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doorway. Unfortunately, no information is available for this feature in the houses of Kallion, 

Grammenon, and Ambrakia. 8 5 But judging from the plans (Pis. 99 d, 103 b-c) and archaeological 

reports it appears to be absent. In other areas perhaps only the shelter, extending above the door, as 

represented in this vase painting scene (P1.104 b), provided appropriate protection from the elements 

in the lower lying regions, i. e. Leukas. 8 6 

In some dwellings, as already mentioned, such as House 1 (g) at Horraon (Pl. 97 c) and 

House 5 (a) at Kassope (Pl. 98 a) there was a covered proaulion through which one entered the 

main inner courtyard.8 7 This element, which characterizes the Hellenistic dwellings and those of the 

early Roman period of N W Greece, has not been observed elsewhere and it may not have 

disappeared entirely from house plans in the second Roman period. In a recently excavated 

8 4 Hoepfher and Schwandner (1986) 115-6, Abb. 114. 

8 5 Tzouvara-Soule, (1992) 74, does make reference to a section of a prothyron in House C from the Zekou 
plot, (Pl. 103 a), but this element is not vary clear on the plan. 

8 6 Dakaris (1986) 120-1; for the vase painting scene see, Hoepfher and Schwandner (1986) 116, Abb. 115; 
the prothyron prevailed in the traditional Epeirote abodes, Dakaris (1979) 145; absent from House 1, 
(Grundstuck B) Chalikia plot, Fiedler (1999) 421 and AA 48 (1993) 294, fig. 14. 

8 7 The proaulion is absent from House 1 at Kassope, the House of the Archives at Kallion, the house at 
Grammenon, and it is not mentioned in the Houses of Ambrakia., except for House C from the Zekou plot, 
supra n. 85. 

8 8 For example, the Roman house from Kallion (Pl. 103 c) has an open courtyard, and possibly a covered 
flagstone paved court with well (the report does not include any evidence for the possible covering of the 
court). It also includes a narrow corridor. The remains date to the Roman period from the lst-3rd century 
A C , possibly abandoned on account of the Heruli (267) as suggested by the discovery of a coin hoard, 
Zapheiropoulou (1982) 12-3. Earlier building material from the late Classical/Hellenistic remains of the city 
were used to construct this dwelling that followed, with some modifications, the plan of its predecessor (Pis. 
90 d, bottom). This, indeed is a rather odd plan for a house since a large part of the interior space is allocated 
for common use. I suspect that the structure may have served as a tavern/inn perhaps, as suggested by its odd 
plan, corner location, the rather wide entrances (2.90 m southern, 2.40 m eastern), the large unexcavated 
room to the west (dining facilities?) with its 2.40 m wide entrance easily accessed from both entrances, the 
large mageireion and connecting service area (stone paved courtyard with well) to the north side, the two 
small identical rooms south of the corridor and finally the external staircase along the north wall that provided 
access to the (sleeping quarters?) rooms above, idem 10. Finds from the fill within the structure include 
numerous black glaze shards of skyphoi and pinakes (found outside the south side of the stone paved 
courtyard) but these are of Hellenistic date, while the round, flat, loom weights found mainly in the corridor 
area are not dated. Other finds include a vase handle with the head of Herakles in relief, idem 12. The loom 
weights probably fell from the rooms above where the owner's family resided. 
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dwelling (Logothete plot, House B) at ancient Leukas, which witnessed continuous occupation from 

classical to Roman times (abandoned in the 1st century A C ) , the open proaulion (m), front court, 

was maintained (PI. 105 b). It appears to have served as an entrance courtyard that provided 

access to an andron (h) on one side and a large work area (o/p), the oikos, on the other. 

Consequently, a dual courtyard house was created in which entry into the inner courtyard (i/k) was 

blocked by a doorway when required.9 0 A double courtyard residence was also established at 

Kassope in the early Roman period by the unification of House 3 (PI. 98 a) — which, originally, was 

a simple courtyard home with a covered proaulion (a), prior to 167 B C — with a house to the north. 

The peristyle was added in House 3 while a doorway provided access to the northern courtyard with 

a single columnar support.91 

Directly connected with the courtyard, and lying within the first zone, was the andron. It 

was conveniently positioned in close proximity to the entranceway and often furnished with a 

characteristic raised ledge (Pis. 104 a - 105 a). 9 2 At Ambrakia the androns are located at the end of 

the courtyard and were often accompanied by a prothalamos.93 In the House of the Archives at 

Kallion, however, there are two androns, one located next to the doorway for the convenience of 

visitors, while the other is situated at the opposite end, intended perhaps for private, familial use (PI. 

89 AA 48 (1993) 297; as Fiedler (via correspondence) points out that, although the main entry from the street 
remained unexcavated this area must have been the entranceway, and, in fact, it must been an open proaulion 
for no tiles were found. It is not clear, however, which part of the house had a roof and which didn't, since the 
Leukadians had perhaps carted off their tiles to Nikopolis and because stone thresholds from the surrounding 
rooms were also found; for a brief report on these houses at Leukas in English see, Blackman (1998-99) 64-6, 
fig. 80. 

9 0 Fiedler, "Houses and Households at Ancient Leukas in Northwestern Greece," ALA conference, San 
Diego, January 3rd-6th, 2001; AA 48 (1993) 297. 

9 1 Dakaris (1979) 116, fig. 1. 

9 2 Note room b in Houses #1, #5, #6, #7 from Kassope, room (f) from House 1 at Horraon, Ambrakia, 
Kallion and Leukas (Pis. 97 a-c, 98 a, 99 d, 104 a, 105 a-c, 106 a). 

9 3 AA 41 (1986) 106; at times the ledge is only along three sides, AA 41 (1986) 108. 
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99 d). And last, at Leukas, they are in close proximity to the doorway (Pis. 105 c-106 a). Whether 

the characteristic andron ledge continues to appear in homes erected during the first and second 

Roman phases is a question open to discussion. In the houses at Leukas, for example, (House A , 

Logothete plot and House B Chalikia plot) (Pis. 105 c-106 a), the ledge does appear but this was an 

earlier feature which was merely maintained down to Roman times. 9 5 In fact, in room H I of House 

A from the Chalikia plot (Pl. 106 a), the wide ledge is absent and the andron has acquired a rather 

elongated shape characteristic of the Delian examples.9 6 Furthermore, in the early Roman 

Masklenitsa and Ladochori villas (Pis. 102 a, 105 b) erected in the 2nd century B C , this element is 

97 

absent. 

The main living area, or second zone of the household with the hearthroom, 

bathroom/latrine, storage and service facilities, formed a somewhat isolated block at the opposite 

end of the abode away from the andron (Pl. 97 c). The oecws/hearthroom and the service rooms 

were often distinguished by a permanent hearth of stone or baked brick, 9 8 commonly positioned 

They are small and can accommodate ca 5-7 klinai: House 5, Kassope, 4.8 m x 5.8m; Horraon, 5.50 x 
4.6m; House 1, Kassope 6.2 x 4.5 m; House B, Logothete plot, Leukas has a 5.6 m x 4.5m andron that can 
hold 9 klinai; often opposite the andron or next to it, is the magereion. 

9 5 In the Classical house of the Greek Mosaic at Athens, the andron with ledge and pebble mosaic were 
maintained for ca 700 years, see Chapter 1, Athens, supra 17, n. 17. 

9 6 The house was abandoned, according to pottery evidence, in the late 1st century B C to early 1st century 
A C , AA 48 (1993) 296; one may have existed, but taken out, since remains of a pebble floor were found 
around the edge of the walls, AA 48 (1993) 294. 

9 7 For Masklenitsa villa see, AA 49 (1994) 427, fig. 8; for the Ladochori villa see, AA 50 (1995) 445, fig. 6. 

9 8 At Horraon, the stone hearth is composed of numerous roughly unequal size rectangular blocks, Dakaris 
(1986), fig. 5; at houses A and C from the Georgoula plot, Ambrakia, they are of four well wrought stone 
blocks, AA 41 (1986) 109; sandstone plaques were used in a mageireion at Ambrakia, AA 41 (1986) 108; four 
stone blocks were used in House of the Archives at Kallion, Themelis (1979) 273; at Grammenon of stone 
rubble, AA 27 (1972) 446; a stone rubble rectangular hearth also in house C, Blantalouka plot and a circular 
type of stone rubble hearth from another house to the south, AA 35 (1980) 310; Tzima plot, rooms LT & IV 
had semicircular hearths of stone rubble, AA 49 (1994) 425; Masklenitsa villa main room HI, AA 49 (1994) 
428, fig. 8; for baked brick see, House 1 Kassope, room f, Dakaris (1977) 145; at Kassope House 5, within a 
previous central courtyard a baked brick hearth was inserted during the final phase, Dakaris (1979) 117; also 
at Tzima plot, Souliou area, Thesprotia, AA 49 (1994) 424. 
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within the centre of the oecus/ rooms. Permanent hearths were not found in all Greek homes but, 

as mentioned above, they were common in the northern regions where climatic conditions were 

more severe as in Grammenon, Souli region, and Abdera. Portable braziers, on the other hand, were 

more suitable for milder climates (e. g. Athens, Corinth). 

The bathroom/latrine was often located next to the oecus, but at Ambrakia it was connected 

to the mageireion and was stone paved with a drain beneath the floor. 1 0 0 At Horraon the floor was 

covered with a hydraulic plaster as seen elsewhere in Greece. 1 0 1 Bathroom facilities at Kassope 

were found in the S E comer of the house next to the drains. 1 0 2 In the early Roman period these 

areas were upgraded by the addition of a baked brick pavement, a terracotta seat tub and/or kopron 

103 

that connected with the alleyway. 

The third zone, hyperoon,104 was accessed by one or even two staircases that averaged 

around 1.3 m wide, one from the courtyard and possibly a second from the oecus. Remains of these 

staircases are evident in almost all houses at Kassope (1,3, 4 and 7). 1 0 5 At Leukas and Ambrakia 

WAA 41 (1986) 106. 

1 0 0 In House B from the Georgoula plot, it is located in the southern corner, AA 41 (1986) 110. 

1 0 1 Dakaris (1986) 124. 

1 0 2 Houses, 1, 3, 5, Dakaris (1982) 79-80, n. 2. 

1 0 3 After 168/7 B C a terracotta bath tub and a floor of baked brick were added in bathroom g of House 5, 
Dakaris (1979) 117; Dakaris, (1977) 147, however, in a preliminary suggests that in House 1 the brick floor 
in room g may have been added at the end of the 3rd or beginning of the 2nd centuries BC, based on an 
Epeirote coin (232-168 BC) found in the drain of the neighboring room f whose floor level was lower than 
the floor level in room g. 

1 0 4 Furthermore, at Kassope all upper floor levels were located in the northern wing in order to take 
advantage of the sunshine and view towards the Ambrakian gulf, Dakaris (1982) 81; at House 1 from 
Horraon a staircase was incorporated along the north side of the courtyard, accessed directly from the 
entrance courtyard; Dakaris, (1986) 121-2 and n. 41, points out that only part of the stone foundations of the 
staircase have been cleared, while evidence for a second wooden one was also discovered along three walls 
of the oecus. 

1 0 5 An orthogonal stone foundation 1.3 m wide within room f of House 7, and h (1.4 m wide) in house 3, 
were the foundations for a wooden staircase, Dakaris (1979) 116; while at House 1 at Kassope remains of one 
(a worn stone threshold) were identified along the eastern side of the oecus, Dakaris (1977) 146. 
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access to an upper storey both in the Peristyle House A and the Courtyard House B was from the 

courtyards,106 while at Kallion stone remains of an external staircase, 1.3 m wide, was located in the 

N E corner of the Roman period house (PI. 103 c). 1 0 7 Since no mention is made of a staircase within 

the hearth rooms at Ambrakia, one can assume that the high ceiling oeci found at Horraon did not 

exist in the low lying regions or other areas of western Greece (i.e. Kallion). This element was 

perhaps a regional feature associated with animal husbandry and agricultural activity, such as the 

drying and storage of crops, etc.1 0 9 

In these mountainous regions of NW and western Greece geographical, climatic, and social 

forces contributed to the formation of a variant of the courtyard house, the corridor unit (Kallion, 

Ionannina, Thesprotia; App. 231-234). In this adaptation, the courtyard was replaced with a narrow 

roofed corridor as seen at Maklenitsa and Grammenon (Pis. 102 a, 103 b). 1 1 0 Furthermore, 

permanent hearths were a distinct feature of the dwelling, as found at Horraon, Kassope (PI. 97 b-c) 

and at Masklenitsa and Souli region in Thesprotia (Pis. 102 a, 107 a). At Grammenon in Ioannina 

For Leukas see Fiedler (1999) 418, 420-1; in house A two large stone plaques (0.90 m x. 0.445 m), 
possible bases for a wooden staircase, were located between the central altar and western stylobate, AA 
(1980) 307; in the courtyard House B remains of a possible staircase, a stone base (0.9 m x 0.6 m), were 
located in the centre of the portico, AA (1980) 309. 

1 0 7 Zapheiropoulou (1982) 10. 

1 0 8 Dakaris (1986) 133-5, fig. 10. 

1 0 9 In the area of Komotini traditional homes (Turkish and post-Turkish periods) had a unique upper storey 
designed for the drying of crops. Main living areas surrounded a central open pi-shaped area with a porch on 
its free side. The central space had no ceiling (the rooms did) and from the roof beams the crops (tobacco 
crops in this case) were hung to dry. Information is from personal observation and the archaeologist 
Konstantina Kallintze from the 19th Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiquities of Komotini. 

1 1 0 In the case of the Roman House at Kallion (App. 231) both features, courtyard and roofed corridor, 
were found (PI. 97 c); Ioannina, Grammenon (App. 232; PI. 103 b); Masklenitsa, Thesprotia (App. 
233/244); the excavation reports do not mention whether the corridor at Ioannina was covered or not, AA 27 
(1972) 446; at ancient Elea in Thesprotia a similar plan although not of the Roman period, with rooms on 
either side of a corridor have surfaced, but the function of the structure has not as yet been identified (PI. 106 
b); in these corridor-type homes the courtyards were accessed directly from the street; for a covered entrance 
corridor, see room VU, that originally took up the entire width of the building, at Masklenitsa with a 
hearthroom (m) to one side and a possible courtyard (IX) on the other (PI. PI. 102 a), AA 49 (1994) 427-8, 
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where the winters are colder, a 2nd to 1st centuries B C domestic unit (17.60 m x 12.85 m) displays 

these elements. In this example the corridor was framed by 6 rooms — 3 to the west and 1 to the 

east side — four of which were equipped with permanent hearths (PI. 103 b) ! 1 1 1 

In some instances the courtyard area was transformed into a hearth room as observed in 

House 1 from Ambrakia and House 5 at Kassope. 1 1 2 During the final phase of these cities, which 

corresponds to the early Roman period, the courtyard was covered over and a permanent hearth was 

added. This practice is not exclusive to Epeiros, for a comparable remodelling process occurred at 

Abdera. 1 1 3 A n increase in the number of occupants or even climatic conditions perhaps dictated the 

need for more covered living space. 

The final type of house plan to be examined is the peristyle unit, found primarily at 

Ambrakia but also at Kassope, Horraon and possibly Leukas. 1 1 4 In comparison to the courtyard 

homes, the surviving examples of the peristyle dwelling are restricted. Examples include 

remodelled earlier courtyard homes to which stoas were added, as observed in House 1 at Horraon 

fig. 8. 

1 1 1 From the region of Souli in Thesprotia, rooms with hearths were found, AA 49 (1994) 426, fig. 7; a 
permanent hearth was also identified at House C in Ambrakia, Georgoula plot, AA 41 (1986) 109. 

1 1 2 For Ambrakia see, AA 41 (1986) 108; for Kassope, House 5 in the initial phases 4th to 3rd centuries the 
central area c was an oikos. In the 3rd to 2nd centuries BC it was transformed into a pottery and metalwork 
area, the central area was unroofed. In the 2 n d / l s t centuries BC, it was once again covered over and a 
permanent hearth was installed see, Dakaris, (1980) 28-31, fig. 4, and also AA 41 (1986) 108, n. 21; also 
Hoepfher and Schwandner (1986) 117-9, Abb. 119, who in their final publication have identified six phases. 

1 1 3 See House B in the Peristyle Block N E of the House of the Dolphins where a hearth was later added to a 
courtyard (?) which was covered over, AA 17 (1961-2) 246, fig. 4 and Lazarides (1971) 37-8, fig. 35 

1 1 4 For Ambrakia: App. 234-238; for Kassope: App. 240; for Horraon: App. 241; for Leukas: App. 239); the 
example from Leukas, which has not been excavated in its entirety is questionable, AA 48 (1993) 298, fig. 16; 
in the AA and in Fiedler's as yet unpublished plan it appears as a single (PI. 105 c) and perhaps may simply 
have been a single portico facing onto an open court, as in the first phase of House 1 at Horraon (PI. 97 c), 
Dakaris (1986) 123, fig. 5. 
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(Pl. 97 c) , 1 1 5 or newly constructed (partial or full) peristyle structures as at House 3 at Kassope (Pl. 

98 a) and House A at Ambrakia (Pl. 107 b), all built after 168 B C . 1 1 6 

The only complete peristyle plan that survives to date at Ambrakia and is dated to the early 

Roman period, is House A from the Kotsarida plot (Pl. 107 b) . 1 1 7 It is a modest but spacious 

9 9 

structure of 262 m , just a little larger than the average house at Kassope, which was ca 230 m . 

From the photograph it is evident that the peristyle courtyard, with an area of 58.5 m 2 , is the central 

feature of the dwelling. The courtyard is much larger than those found at Kassope and Horraon 

(Pis. 97 c, 98 a) and dominates the domestic plan, with rooms along its south, east and north sides. 

Judging from our present state of knowledge (Ambrakia, Kassope, Horraon), there appears to be a 

trend in the dwellings of the more affluent, during the early Roman period, towards more spacious 
118 

surroundings and central open areas as suggested by the presence of the peristyle. 

O f particular interest in House A from the Kotsarida plot is the andron (Pl. 104 a). Despite 

the early Roman period (or late Hellenistic) date of the structure,119 the classical type andron found 
1 1 5 Porticoes were added around three sides of the courtyard after the mid 2nd century B C as indicated by 

the Megarian shards, dated to after the mid 2nd century BC, found in a layer of blackish earth beneath the 
stone pavement, Dakaris (1986) 121, 127. 

1 , 6 For Kassope: 3 x 3 Doric columns were added after 168/7 BC, Dakaris (1989) 53. Dakaris, however, 
does not present the evidence for this date; in an earlier, preliminary, report Dakaris, (1978) 105, fig. 2, had 
suggested a date around the end of the 3rd or first half of the 2nd centuries B C for the construction of House 
3 in general, based on a layer of destruction debris by fire which he assigned to 167 B C and on a silver coin 
of the Thessalian League (169 BC) found on the floor of the northern portico and other evidence he does not 
list; for Ambrakia: House A on the Kotsarida plot (App. 235) constructed after 168 BC, AA 35 (1980) 307-9, 
pis. 151-4 and AA 34 (1979) 244-5, fig. B, pis. 92 c; a peristyle house, assigned to the Hellenistic period was 
also partially uncovered at Karapanou Str. 3-5-7, Ambrakia, AA 32 (1978) 179, fig. 178, pl. 65 b; not all were 
full peristyle houses, as for example, House A from the Zekos plot at Ambrakia, AA 37 (1982) 260-1, fig. 1; a 
pi-shaped peristyle house with stoas of unequal width (constructed in the 4th to 3rd centuries BC with 
remodeling in the 3rd to 2nd centuries BC) located on Phounta and Meliou plots at Ambrakia, AA 41 (1986) 
110-1. The varying measurements of the stoas (7 m x 1.5 m; 7 m x 2 m; 12 m x 3.5 m) suggest different 
phases, but dates for these are not indicated. 

117 AA 35 (1980) 307, pis. 151-2. 

1 1 8 And the climate, in fact, does not appear to have played a role, for peristyles also appear at Horraon and 
Kassope that are situated at a much higher altitude than Ambrakia. 

1 1 9 It was constructed after 168 BC, judging from the pottery evidence beneath and above the floor levels. In 
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in Athens with its raised ledge and slightly off-centre doorway is not absent from Ambrakia; two 

were also excavated at Leukas (Pis. House A , G I , and House B , G2, House 4 D ) . 1 2 0 The room, 

however, has been transformed from the more squarish appearance of its classical predecessor to the 

rather elongated design of the Delian type broadroom/oecw^ (Pl. 104 a). 1 2 1 The characteristic raised 

ledge in some of these later models is absent, as seen in House A (HI) from the Chalikia plot in 

122 

Leukas (Pl. 106 a). This transformation of the dining area to a more elongated space without the 

characteristic raised ledge can be seen in the Delian houses and is perhaps indicative of the changes 

that occurred in Greek diriing rooms prior to the introduction of the Roman triclinium.123 

Other features worth noting include the more even distribution of space around the 

courtyard, and the more axial and symmetrical arrangement of rooms and wall alignments, as seen, 

for example, in house A on the Kotsarida and Zekos plots at Ambrakia (Pl. 107 b). In addition, of 

particular interest in these peristyle units is the balustrade, which is often identified as a Roman 

architectural element. Remains of one were located in house 3 at Kassope, near the N W corner of 

the peristyle. This particular feature was constructed of brick and stone and plastered with a thick 

layer of lime mortar and tile fragments. It is unknown whether the parapet surrounded the entire 

the archaeological report of the Ephoreia, AA 35 (1980) 108-9, this house is assigned to the late Hellenistic 
period, a date which corresponds with the early Roman period when Epeiros became part of the Roman 
province of Macedonia. 

1 2 0 At Ambrakia it is found in House A, the Kotsarida plot, AA 34 (1979) 244, pl. 92c, AA (1980) 308-9, pl. 
153b; andron with ledge found in House B Chalikia plot and House A Logothete plot, AA 48 (1993) 294, 
298, figs. 14, 16. 

1 2 1 The andron from the Baikouse plot in Ambrakia is 6.2 x 4.1 m, AA 41 (1986) 106. 

1 2 2 An andron and/or reception area, characterized by the remains of a pebble floor around the edge of the 
floor and a drain characteristic of andrones, AA 48 (1993) 294, fig. 14. 

1 2 3 The dining area of House N from the Industrial District of Athens (Pl. 9 b), for example, reflects these 
changes in dining habits that also transformed Athenian domestic architecture during the Roman period, 
Chapter 1, Athens, supra 5Iff; Dunbabin (1991) 124 
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colonnade or if it was erected contemporaneously with the peristyle. What is of interest, however, 

is the fact that this is so far the earliest appearance of a peristyle parapet in Greece. 1 2 5 

Having presented the material evidence of the early Roman period in Epeiros I should now 

like to examine the type of abode that one would expect to find at Nikopolis. In order to do so, 

however, I must present two decisive factors — namely climatic and socio-economic — that 

contributed to the formation of Nikopolitan dwellings. First, because of its seaside location and 

temperate climate of "mild winters with short heavy rainfalls and relatively little cloud cover" 1 2 6 a 

modified version, I believe, of the traditional local courtyard house developed. Favourable weather 

conditions permitted a more open and larger courtyard, located in a centralized area of the 

household as seen in the houses of Ambrakia (PI. 107 b); 1 2 7unlike the more restricted courtyard 

areas assigned to the domestic units at higher elevations, i.e. House 1 (i) at Horraon (PI. 97 c). 

Second, the dwelling as noted at other sites served multiple functions and was therefore 

equipped with private living quarters and work areas. Hence the partition of interior space was 

designed to meet the numerous economic and personal needs of their owners. Some units may have 

functioned commercially by providing shops for the retail of goods, which were rented out or 

operated by the owner. At House 2 from Kassope, for example, the entire main floor was divided 

1 2 4 Dakaris (1978) 105. 

1 2 5 It was constructed just after 168/7 BC, Dakaris (1978) 105; for the peristyle parapet in Athens see, 
Chapter 1, supra 52ff. 

1 2 6 Murray (1982) 402-3. 

1 2 7 Horraon is at a 320 m elevation while Kassope is ca 640 m, and Ambrakia is near the sea level. 
Therefore warmer climates allowed for larger courtyards while some were enhanced with peristyles. The 
courtyard of peristyle House A at the Kotsarida plot, in Ambrakia, had an area of 58.5 m 2, AA3S (1980) 307; 
while the more humble dimensions of a courtyard at the comer of Cyprus and St. Nicholas Strs., Ambrakia, 
6.2 m x 4.2m = 26.04 m 2, AA 41 (1986) 106, suggests perhaps occupants of modest means or a small plot. 
House 1 at Horraon with an area of 299 m 2 has an open courtyard of 27.1 m 2, or 36.7 m 2 if one also includes 
the stoa, Dakaris (1986) 139. 
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128 into three separate units that perhaps functioned as shops, each with its own entrance (Pl. 108 a). 

The living quarters were probably confined to the upper storey above the northern unit. Industrial 

activities, on the other hand, were observed at House 8 in Kassope, which was divided into two 

zones; the northern wing functioned as living quarters while the southern section was devoted to 

129 • 

bronze working. The numerous loom weights and murex shells, on the other hand, found in 

House 1 (f and e; Pl. 98 a) attest to a household economy that was based on weaving and the 

production of purple dye. 1 3 0 One would also expect to find residences with similar plans, of a 

courtyard type, devoted to industrial and commercially activities in Nikopolis. 

In the early Roman period the city experienced a period of growth and expansion to which 

Herod the Great so generously contributed.131 It not only developed economically, but culturally as 

well for around the end of the 1st century A C it acquired its own philosophical school. 

Consequently Nikopolis became a reputable centre of learning where many youths from all over the 
132 • 

empire gathered to study near the famous stoic philosopher Epictetus, exiled here in A D 86. His 

school was attended, namely, by elite Romans who wished to pursue a career in public office, and 
133 

by those from the lower social scale who wished to work as pedagogues. 

Dakaris (1978) 104, points out that there were three independent entrance ways leading originally to 
three independent units comprised each of 3 or 2 rooms. 

1 2 9 Dakaris (1982) 82; for finds from House 1 see, Dakaris (1977) 147. 

1 3 0 Dakaris (1977) 147. 

1 3 1 The early Roman period for Nikopolis corresponds to the second Roman phase of Epeiros as part of the 
Roman province of Achaia, supra 21 A; Herod "...for the people of Nikopolis he helped construct the greater 
part of their public buildings," Josephus (Antiquities, 16. 5,3). 

1 3 2 Cabanes (1987) 165-6; Millar (1965) 142. 

1 3 3 Inwood (1996) 532; he was also visited by many Romans of status who wished to consult him on various 
matters as did a certain Naso and his son (Epictetus, 2. 14,18), a man perhaps of consular rank according to 
Millar (1965) n. 55. 
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Epictetus' philosophical school in Nikopolis, as described by one of his idle students, could 

hardly rival her Athenian counterparts with their gardens, courtyards, libraries, stoas, and various 

amenities.1 3 4 According to this particular youth, "...at Nikopolis they have rotten accommodations at 

the baths, and my lodgings are bad, and the school here is bad." 1 3 5 One can, therefore, conclude that 

Epictetus must have had a rather modest home, which perhaps served as both a private dwelling and 

school, with accommodations for at least some students. As the philosopher's fame grew so did his 

school, while the accommodations that he provided for his students perhaps improved accordingly. 

Models were possibly sought from contemporary Athenian philosophical schools. 

As a result of these social and economic forces Roman Nikopolis acquired a more urban, 

136 

cosmopolitan image compared to the former rural character of the Greek cities it supplanted. The 

houses of Ambrakia, therefore, may have served as a prototype for the Nikopolitan dwellings, since 

from archaic times it was an important trading centre that maintained close commercial ties with 

Italy and Sici ly. 1 3 7 The courtyard house, however, in this city slightly differs from those found at 

neighbouring sites. The court is much larger and is the focal point of the dwelling while the rooms 

are more evenly distributed around this open space (PI. 107 b). The four large peristyle/semi-

peristyle houses that have surfaced to date at Ambracia are a reflection, perhaps, of the economic 

and social changes that occurred in this area during the later part of the Hellenistic and or early 

See Athens, Chapter 1, supra 45ff. 

1 3 5 Epictetus (2. 21.14); if, of course, this student was not exaggerating, as students sometimes do, 
particularly if they were sent against their wishes. 

1 3 6 Dakaris, (1986) 120, points out that the Hellenic city in general, and especially in northwestern Greece, 
had a rural character and the domestic units were designed to meet the needs of agricultural and somewhat 
isolated inland communities. A stable, room e, has been identified in House 1 at Horraon. 

1 3 7 It was situated next to the Arachthos River and just 18 km from the Ambrakian gulf, and was thus the 
main harbour for Epeiros. According to Ravel, (1928) 2, 5, her commercial activities in the west are attested 
by the abundance of Ambrakian coins found there. In fact, according to the author, the greatest amount of 
Ambrakian 'colts' were found in Italy and Sicily, but he does not indicate in his book how many. 
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Roman periods. Constant interaction, therefore, with South Italy and Sicily through trade, 

commerce, selective 'tourism' and foreign land ownership broke the barriers that kept the population 

confined to their traditional rural way of l ife. 1 3 9 As a consequence of this process, the peristyle 

house ~ a symbol of urban lifestyle ~ was adopted by the N W Greeks. The appearance of the dual 

courtyard (Leukas and Kassope), the creation of more spacious dwellings and the addition of the 

peristyle, could perhaps be seen as a consequence of this economic and cultural interaction between 

the east and west. Whether these refinments, however, reached Epeiros from Magna Graecia or 

mainland Greece can not as yet be determined. 

The emergence of the peristyle house in this region of Greece therefore appears not to have 

occurred until the early Roman period, after 168 B C , when Aemilius Paulus took revenge upon the 

cities of Epeiros. 1 4 0 Roman presence in this area either in the form of Roman businessmen or 

Roman officials passing through on their way to the east, must have demanded more pleasurable 

and spacious surroundings, where business transactions could be conducted. Increased trade and 

commerce, and the large agricultural estates provided the sources of wealth necessary for erecting 

such edifices.1 4 1 

For the peristyle houses see, supra 285ff. 

1 3 9 For early connections with South Italy see, Cabanes (1997) 124; supra 278, n. 29. 

1 4 0 Polybius (21, 27-28); Ambrakia was besieged by the Romans in 189 BC; two peristyle houses 
discovered in ancient Antigonea, in Northern Epeiros, were assigned to the 3rd-2nd centuries BC, but the 
criteria for this chronological assessment are not mentioned in the report. Only a stylistic comparison of the 
mosaic pavement of one dwelling was made with one from Kassope assigned to the 3rd century BC, Andrea 
(1991-92) 87, fig. 30. 

1 4 1 Cabanes (1997) 127; terra sigillata Arretine wares appear at numerous sites in Epeiros: terra sigillata at 
the Logothete plot, Leukas, AA 48 (1993) 299; at the Masklenitsa villa, Thesprotia, Arrezo wares, AA 49 
(1994) 427, n. 32; Grammenon, Ioannina, Arretine wares, AA 27 (1972) 446; numerous Arretine wares at 
Kassope, Dakaris (1977) 147; Arretine wares, Preveza, plot #103, AA 44 (1989) 265; Ambrakia, Apotope plot 
and Gelarake plots AA 45 (1990) 244, pl. 108 b, 5-6; I would like to point out, however, that a confusion 
exists in the earlier archaeological reports of the Archaiologikon Deltion concerning the date of the Arretine 
wares' from the sites of Grammenon and Ambrakia, where they appear to be associated with the 2nd century 
BC! 
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The presence of the peristyle house (App. 235-241) and the appearance of the dual courtyard 

house (Leukas PI. 99 a; House 3 Kassope, PI. 98 a) in this region are perhaps symbolic of the 

economic and social changes, as already noted above, that transformed a basic agrarian community 

into a more urban centre. The reception of guests and business was conducted in the reception 

roomJandron and courtyard next to the entrance, whereas the inner court was for domestic duties 

(Leukas PI. 99 a). 1 4 2 In the case of House 3 at Kassope the peristyle court provided more refined 

surroundings for the residents and entertainment of guests.143 

The emergence of the dual courtyard house, as observed at Leukas and Kassope, provided 

another model perhaps for the Nikopolitan dwelling. In the former case (Leukas), the dual 

courtyard developed from the segregation and modification of the proaulion (m), with its andron 

(o/p) and mageireion (h), from a simple foyer or entrance way into an important reception area 

isolated from the rest of the household for various business transactions (PI. 99 a). At Kassope, on 

the other hand, the dual courtyard was acquired through the unification of two initially separate 

courtyard homes (PI. 98 a). 1 4 4 

Consequently, the existence and function of the dual courtyard in N W Greece is of primary 

interest for it is mentioned in Vitruvius' (6.7.5) description of a wealthy Greek household. In his 

text Vitruvius attributes their appearance to gender related issues, stating clearly that "this part of the 

house is termed gynaikonitis"145 and that "such peristyles are called the men's apartments, since in 

them men can stay without interruption from the women," here "men's dinner parties are held...; for 

1 4 2 App. 239; Fiedler (1999) 423. 

1 4 3 App. 240; the discovery of a large number of coins, 82 bronze and 3 silver, and 4 bronze weights in the 
northern addition had prompted Dakaris to suggest that this may have been the house of an agoranomos, 
Dakaris (1982) 81. 

1 4 4%>ra291,n.91. 

1 4 5 (6.7.2). 
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it was not the practice according to Greek custom for the mistress of the house to be present." 

Now whether Vitriuvius based his description on an actual example he saw, or on an account of one 

from South Italy or Sicily, is difficult to confirm, but the text, however, does refer exclusively to 

large wealthy homes, where space permitted such luxuries as dual courtyards. The average 

household, on the other hand, had a single courtyard both in the Greek cities of the west and the 

east. At times those better off financially could expand their residence and include a second 

courtyard by purchasing a neighbouring dwelling or adding a new wing. 1 4 7 

In addition, the segregation of the andron, from the rest of the household, as clearly noted in 

the dual courtyard Houses at Leukas (App. 229) and Kassope (App. 230), does not, I believe, arise 

from gender related issues that focused on the restriction of women within the household, as 

mentioned in the sources above. On the contrary, the isolation of the andron and/or existence of a 

second coxxrtyard/proaulion within the household may have served to define public versus private 

space. Increasingly, during the late Hellenistic and Roman periods, with the establishment of large 

agricultural estates and the rise in mercantile and trading activities, as suggested by the presence of 

negotiatores, it perhaps became common, as already mentioned above, to conduct one's business 

transactions within the household. 1 4 8 This practice (if indeed this is the case) would have emulated 

(6.7.4); it also appears that there were houses with one court, in which the women and children moved 
freely, (Demosthenes, Evergus, 53); Cornelius Nepos (Praefatio, 6-8); Cicero, (Verres II, 2.66), mentions that 
in Sicily there is a separation of genders at the table in the Greek households. This division of space is also 
suggested in Xenophon's Oeconomicus (DC, 4), where Isomachus, while instructing his wife on how to 
manage the household, pointed out to her that "...the women's apartments (were) cut off by a door with a bolt 
from the men's apartments, so that nothing could be carried out which ought not to be. "While this perhaps is a 
prescriptive text, Xenophon does not seem to suggest two separate courtyards! 

1 4 7 For 4 th century examples, supra 305-6; in the west the dual courtyard house at Megara Hyblaea (a, b; Pl. 
108 b), 4th to 3rd centuries BC, Vallet et al. (1983) 45-6, and the House of the Arched Cistern at Morgantina 
(Pl. 108 c), 3rd century BC, Tsakirgis (1984) 146; Houses C and D from the Industrial district of Athens, 
second phase after the mid 4th century (Pl. 6), Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 176; a double courtyard 
house from Priene, Wiegand and Schrader (1904) 297, Abb. 316. 

1 4 8 Rather than the agora or the harbour area, for example; the Maison des Sceaux at Delos, for example, 
was the dwelling of two Italian bankers/wine traders and their staff, as suggested by the vast quantaties of 
seals (14,000) found, and the number of wine amphorae, Rauh (1993) 216-7. The upper storey was more 
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the customs of the elite members of Roman society who traditionally conducted their public affairs 

and business transactions within the atria. Evidence of active trading and Roman negotiatores 

along the coast of Epeiros can be documented between the 2nd and 1st centuries B C , and also as 

early as the late 3rd centuries B C at Phoenice (Polybius, 2. 8. 1-3).1 4 9 These contacts may have 

contributed to the layout of domestic space and the segregation of private versus public space within 

the households of certain segments of the population. These domestic elements, proaulion/'entry 

courtyard and a«<iro«/reception area were, perhaps, designed to cater to the demands of a more 

cosmopolitan society in which the day to day business transactions of the well-to-do took place 

within the household. 1 5 0 

The second and third Roman periods of domestic architecture in Epeiros is represented by 

the remains at Ambrakia, Nikopolis and the villae rusticae that begin to appear in the 2nd century 

B C and are found scattered throughout the Epeirot countryside. O f special interest are the Roman 

period domestic remains located outside the city walls of Ambrakia towards the N W , as well as the 

remains of an oil press in the area of the western cemetery.1 5 1 This evidence confirms a hypothesis, 

contrary to what the ancient sources propose that all nearby sites were not abandoned to create 

luxuriously adorned while the main floor served a more functional purpose, as a commercial/storage area. 

1 4 9 Cabanes, (1997) 124, mentions that there were settlements of Italian negotiatores at Bouthrotum as 
suggested by the manumission inscriptions found there that date to the 2nd and 1st centuries BC. 

1 5 0 The incident of Verres at Lampsacus, a corrupt Roman official who took advantage of the hospitality of 
the local elite by demanding the presence of women of the household at symposia, (in this case the daughter 
of his host) forced his host Philodomus, to point out "that it was not the Greek custom for women to be 
present at a men's dinner party," Cicero (Verres II, 1.63). This anecdote is of interest, first because it displays 
the type of entertainment that local men of social status provided (or even forced to provide) for Roman 
officials and possibly businessmen and, second, the necessity to seclude formal reception areas from corrupt 
guests, or perhaps, guests in general, in order to protect the female members of the household. 

1 5 1 Only briefly mentioned in the "Epyov YIHIO 3 (1999) 113; near the SW cemetery of Ambrakia a Roman 
structure for agricultural products — as suggested by the finds (not mentioned in the report) — of the 1st to 
3rd/beginning of 4th centuries A C was identified, Karatzeni (2001) 167-8 and AA 47 91992) 243-7; also 
Roman period architectural remains found in the same area, AA 54 (199) in press; at Kostakioi, in the vicinity 
of Arta, a mosaic pavement was found during the 1960's, Karatzeni (2001) 168. 
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Nikopolis. Furthermore, absence of evidence for continuous occupation of the Hellenistic/early 

Roman houses of Ambrakia into the Imperial period can be accounted for. A reduction in the 

population, a change in the location of the site (in the case of Leukas and Ambrakia occupation 

seems to have shifted outside the city walls) and the dispersal of the population to surrounding 

farms and/or agricultural estates may explain the absence of material evidence from the Roman 

period (2 n d and 3 r d phases). 

At Nikopolis evidence for domestic remains of the initial phase of the city has not as yet 

been identified. Whether or not Roman elements such as the atrium/impluvium were incorporated 

into the plans of the early city is merely speculation, but given the presence of Italian foreigners and 

veterans, and other western architectural elements in design and decoration (including an opus 

spicatum floor and corridor villa at Stroggyle), there perhaps is no reason to doubt their early 

presence. Evidence, in fact, for the existence of the atrium/impluvium and tetrastyle atrium unit in 

the 2nd century is substantiated by the Vil la of Antoninus, the only certain domestic edifice 

excavated to date in Nikopolis. 1 5 3 Furthermore, remains of an impluvium surrounded by porticoes 

belonging to an unknown structure (in plot #206) variously identified as a bathing complex, a ruler's 

house and even a bouleuterion was located in the southern section of the city. 1 5 4 

The partially excavated villa of Antoninus, with at least two courtyards, is located N E of the 

Odeum and 200 m west of the Byzantine walls (Pl. 95). The remains include a large courtyard with 

a stone built well and ornate marble lined impluvium (Pl. 109 b) that communicated to the north 

1 5 2 Karatzeni (2001) 168; burials of the 1st to 3rd centuries A C were found in the SW cemetery of 
Ambrakia, AA Al (1992) 262-4; supra 277-8ff. 

1 5 3 App. 242; the name Antoninus comes from a mosaic inscription found in the villa, and is the name of the 
person who commissioned a remodeling of the villa in the 3rd or 4th centuries A C , AA 28 (1973) 410; 
furthermore, numerous building remains in opus testaceum and of unknown function, some of which may 
belong to domestic units, have been identified throughout the ancient city, AA AA (1989) 268-78, figs. 13-22. 

1 5 4 App. 243; for the identification as a bath see, Philadelpheus (1926) 128 and White (1986-87) 313-5; for 
domestic see, Kersten - Kraiker (1967) 753, pl. 188 b. 
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with a tetrastyle atrium and surrounding rooms. The surviving evidence suggests that this was a 

large villa, comparable in plan to those found across the Adriatic and at other Greek sites. 

There are some striking similarities, for example, between the villa of Antoninus (PI. 109 b) 

with the second phase of the villa from Luni, A D 40 (PI. 109 a). Comparisons can be drawn mainly 

in the plan and configuration of rooms. The various spatial elements in the Luni villa, such as the 

garden courtyard F, portico L , the triple block of rooms (triclinium J, and side rooms K and I), the 

atrium G and side room H , are repeated in the Vil la of Antoninus (courtyard L , corridor Z , and 

rooms A , B , C , and E , D ) . 1 5 6 The surviving plan of the villa of Antoninus is by no means a direct 

copy of its Italian counterpart. Slight differences do exist, such as the substitution of the portico L at 

Luni with the long-room Z at Nikopolis. The ornamental, marble- lined impluvium in courtyard L 

of the Antoninus villa, which is apsidal at both ends with alternating rectangular and apsidal niches 

in the interior, is also of western origins. 1 5 7 Almost identical plans were utilized in the construction 

of central water tanks for the ornamental gardens in the villa of Diomedes and the House of 

Meleager at Pompeii (PI. 110 a). 1 5 8 The tank in the former villa has been dated to the last phase of 

Pompeii when many of the impluvia were transformed into gardens. 1 5 9 

1 5 5 Vokotopoulou (1987) 138-9; Vokotopoulou (1973) 222-4; Epyov HIIIO (1997) 90; Blackman (1998-
99) 67; AA 28 (1973) 408-10; according to personal observation in the summer of 2001, the Greek 
Archaeological Service had cleared away, not only, the courtyard with the impluvium but has also brought to 
light extensive remains of the villa to the north. Characteristic is the tetrastyle atrium surrounded by 
numerous rooms. 

1 5 6 George (1997) 51-2. 

1 5 7 The fountain has been excavated in its entirety, personal observation, August 2001; for a reference to 
marble lining of impluvium see, Epyov YIJIJO 1 (1997) 90. 

1 5 8 Richardson, (1988) 353, suggests that the same architect perhaps was responsible for the design of both 
Pompeian tanks. He also proposes that the one in the Villa of Diomedes may have been a fish tank. 

1 5 9 Richardson (1988) 354; George (1998) 93; see also Chapter 3, Patras, supra 184. 
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Other important features of Antoninus' villa are the private hypocaust bath, P, the 

magereion, H , and service rooms at the SE corner of the dwelling. 1 6 0 Rooms A , B , C , on the other 

hand, may have been small dining areas based on their close proximity to the service/kitchen area at 

the east end and the courtyard area to the north. The alignment of room B with the impluvium of the 

courtyard, the wide doorways, and the theme of the mosaic pavement (head of Dionysos) suggest 

that this room was a triclinium;161 perhaps, a summer one where the guests could avoid the sunlight 

while enjoying the view of the courtyard and fountain. Larger chambers with opulent mosaic 

pavements and wall decorations were also excavated in the northern extension around a tetrastyle 

atrium. These observations along with the wealth of floor mosaics, the extent of villa remains and 

private bath, indicate that a prominent and affluent citizen resided here. He may be among those 

mentioned in the prosopographical list of Nikopolis, 1 6 2 a wealthy merchant or landowner from the 

local elite or from Italy, as deduced by the villa design. 

Villae Rusticae 

Recent archaeological investigations of the past decade have uncovered a number of rural 

villas scattered throughout the Epeirote countryside that date from the 2nd century B C in some 

cases, to the 3rd centuries A C and beyond: the villae rusticae at Ladochori and at Masklenitsa in 

Thesprotia, at Stroggyli in Riza and Hagia Pelagia in Preveza, and on the island of Kephallonia, 

(Pis. 93, 96). The remains at Ladochori lay near a major Roman route that connected Dyrrachion 

with Nikopolis, and a 2nd century A C Roman cemetery. The structure incorporated Hellenistic 

1 6 0 ^ J 28 (1973) 410. 

1 6 1 One of the numerous small ones found in a large villa; see Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 122-3. 

1 6 2 Sarikakis (1970) 68-5. 

1 6 3 See App. 244-250; Ladochori, App. 248; Masklenitsa, App. 244; Rizon, App. 246; Stroggyle, App. 245; 
Hagia Pelagia, App. 247; Kephallonia, App. 249 and App. 250. 
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elements and appears to have been designed, based on the excavated remains, as a simple courtyard 

home of local plan and construction techniques, i. e. stone rubble (Pl. 105 b). The first phase falls 

between 146 B C and the 1st century A C while the second spans the 1st to 3rd centuries A C . 1 6 4 

The Roman period (first and second phase) agrarian domestic remains of a courtyard house 

(23 m x 16 m) at Masklenitsa, in Thesprotia, reflect the amalgamation of local elements, such as the 

hearth room and use of local building materials with certain Roman influences in the distribution of 

space and adornment.1 6 5 For example, judging from the plan, the distribution of rooms (I, II, IV, V , 

VI) around the central hearthroom (UI) followed the Roman practice of symmetry and axiality (Pl. 

110 b); the entrance to the hearthroom, the hearth and the wall that divided rooms VI and V were all 

aligned along a central axis with a symmetrical distribution of space on either side. Room V E , 

which was entered from the west and perhaps functioned more like a corridor, united the block of 

rooms to the east with a possible courtyard area (IX) to the west. A similar arrangement of rooms in 

the northern section of the villa rustica at Malathrea (rooms F, IV, C , 1) corresponds to rooms IV, 

III, I and II of the Masklenitsa vi l la . 1 6 6 On the island of Kephallonia yet another comparable 

example with a similar division of space was excavated. A corridor (Pl. 110 c) isolated the large 

courtyard (VI) from the eastern block arrangement of rooms (IV, III, II). The elaborate nature of this 

dwelling is enhanced by the presence of a possible nymphaeum at its eastern end and its ideal 

location, overlooking a deep riverbed. The structure would have been approached by a bridge in 

1 6 4 There is also a 3rd phase but that lies outside our period of study, 4th to 6th centuries, AA 50 (1995) 445. 

1 6 5 For the Masklenitsa Roman period farmhouse see, AA 49 (1994) 427-9, fig. 8; however, fragmentary 
remains of the structure on the Tzima plot from Souli, Thesprotia (Pl. 107 a) appears to have a similar layout 
as the Masklenitsa villa, but it dates between the 4th and 2nd centuries BC, AA 49 (1994) 424. 

166 AA 49 (1994) 429. A date for the Malathrea villa is not included in the report; see also, Dhimiter, Iliria 2 
(1984) 131-49 cited in AA 49 (1994) 429, who associates the remains at Malathrea, located east of 
Bouthrotum, with Atticus' villa at Amalfheia; this block type arrangement of rooms on either side of an 
entrance hall is found in a villa from South-East Europe, at Manereau (Pl. 111a), Smith (1997) 204, 210, fig. 
60b(I,n,IH). 
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antiquity.1 6 7 In sumrnary, this plan resembles a simpler version of the Lechaion villa at Corinth (Pl. 

41b) with the nymphaeum, block arrangement of rooms, and courtyard at the opposite end. 

In the Masklenitsa villa a characteristic Roman element identified is the opus spicatum 

pavement that perhaps adorned a triclinium (T). This pavement consisted of bricks set in a 

herringbone fashion, as found in the west, and adorned with central palmette medallion in the black-

and-white technique. 1 6 9 Judging from the coin and pottery evidence the structure was erected after 

the battle of Pydna (168 BC) along a main coastal route from Bouthrotum to Nikopolis. It 

continued in use down to the mid 3rd century, with some modifications undertaken in the first half 

of the 2nd century A C . 1 7 0 

A third villa rustica was identified at Stroggyle, N E of Nikopolis that was occupied between 

the 1st and 3rd centuries A C . It belongs to a category of corridor or portico villas that once graced 

the Italian countryside, taking advantage of the view. The plan incorporates a main domestic 

complex on a hill top overlooking the valley and Ambrakian gulf accompanied by remains of oil 

production — two presses and three mills —, subsidiary structures to the north and a balneum to the 

1 6 7 Kallipolites (1961-1962) 3, fig. 1. 

168 Opus spicatum was common in the Republican period in open areas or utilitarian floors. At Cosa 
therefore, it is found in a herringbone design, in the impluvium of the House of the Skeleton (1st century BC) 
and in the bathroom of the Southwest House, 2nd century BC, Bruno and Scott (1992) 40, 121, pis. 19, 67; 
for examples in Northern Italy see, George (1997) 24; however, from the 1st century A C these floors also 
appear in closed areas and take on a more decorative appearance, idem 24; for 2 n d century B C examples at 
Morgantina see, Tsakirgis (1984) 427; also found in a tank at Patras, supra 212. 

1 6 9 For the herringbone design see the villa at Settefmestre, Ricci (1985) 87, fig. 145, cited in AA 49 (1994) 
427, n. 30. 

1 7 0 These include among other things a mosaic pavement in room VUI, a wall T13 in room VII which 
divided the area in two (VU and VIII) and an extension to the SW, AA 49 (1994) 428-7. The report mentions 
room V as divided in two but that is not what appears in the plan. The rooms where numbered based on the 
description in the report; dates were assigned according to coin evidence (i. e. a terminus post quern was 
provided by the silver coin of the Thessalian alliance, 196-146 BC) and pottery evidence, i. e. terra sigillata 
type (mainly skyphoi and pinakia) that date from the end of the 1st century B C to the 3rd quarter of the 1st 
A C . In fact, some come from the Arezzo workshops. 
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N E (Pl. I l l b) . 1 7 1 The archaeological evidence and the location of the villa, at the mouth of the gulf 

of Ambrakia, indicate that it produced not only oil but grain as well and was, perhaps, also involved 

in raising livestock. 1 7 2 The balneum was an octagonal bath complex that belonged to a category of 

polygonal bath buildings common in the Mediterranean in the late Empire. . 

These remains along with the elegant mosaic pavements confirm the presence of a once 

wealthy landowner who occupied the area between the 1st and 3rd centuries A C . 1 7 4 The living area 

is composed of two primary wings: a main corridor entrance with a porticoed or walled facade 

surrounded by six principal rooms and, second, a service wing to the north (Pl. 112 a). The latter 

consisted of subsidiary service quarters on either side of an elongated courtyard (4), with a staircase 

of which three steps in opus testaceum survive in the southern end of the courtyard, leading to an 

upper storey. It appears that efforts were also taken to create a pleasant interior by incorporating a 

garden, as suggested by the discovery of a flowerpot in the southern wing. 1 7 5 Similar pots were 

176 
excavated in the garden of Hercules at Pompeii and also at Athens and Olynthos. 

171 AA 48 (1993) 283, 285, fig. 10 and AA 49 (1994) 382, fig. 8; Percival (1987) 531-2, fig. 20 3-c, 535, fig. 
20 5-c; Katsadema and Angeli (2001) 103; Karatzeni (2001) 168; for various types of porticus villas in 
Roman Europe see, Smith (1997) 130-43; for villa enclosures in Roman Europe and distribution of buildings 
within the enclosure see, Smith (1997) 144-62. 

1 7 2 Karatzeni (2001) 103; Alcock (1993) 139-40; Doukellis (1990) 269-83. 

1 7 3 It has been architecturally compared to the domes of the thermae at Baiae and Minerva Medica in Rome 
on account of its possibly ribbed cement dome, AA 49 (1994) 386-7, fig. 10; see also Adam (1994) 194-205; 
Katsadema and Angeli (2001) 94; a similar bath complex also found at Bouthrotum, Bace (1980) 51-87, fig. 
15 and Nielsen (1990) fig. 245; for North Africa, Lepics Magna see, Ward-Perkins and Toynbee (1949) 191-
5, pis. 47-8; for Bath C at Antioch, Elderkin (1934) 19-31, pl. 5; of similar plan also in the Olympieion Baths, 
Travlos (1949) fig. 2. 

1 7 4 Situated on the hilltop Podarouli, AA 48 (1993) 282; coins and domestic wares (amphorae, lamps and 
skyphoi) are dated between the 1st and the end of the 3rd centuries A C , AA 48 (1993) 282-5 and AA 49 
(1994) 385; for lamps see also, Petropoulos (1999) 170, pl. 37 (M133) and 171, pl. 38 (M140). 

1 7 5 The exact find spot, however, is not stated, AA 48 (1993) 285. 

1 7 6 Pliny (NH 17.97-98) refers to the use of pots as did Cato (de Agre Cultura) 52; see also Jashemski 
(1979) 406, pl. 58, fig. 10 and Chapter 1, Athens, supra 55, nn. 157-9. 
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Other remains of villa estates have been identified and partially excavated at Rizon, which 

lies a few kilometres north of Nikopolis, and at Hagia Pelagia a few kilometres south of Rizon (PI. 

96). The estate at Rizon, which dates from the 3rd to the 4th centuries A C , is characterized by a 

decagonal balneum, formally identified as a nymphaeum,111 that was part of a complex covering an 

area of over 1800 m2. The series of rooms to the south of the bath complex perhaps belonged to the 

residence, as suggested by the mosaic pavement (white tesserae) and decorative marble 

fragments.178 In the case of the Hagia Pelagia estate, only parts of a water reservoir, sections of a 

wall, and additional remains near a spring that have been connected to a nearby mausoleum can be 

associated with villa remains. 1 7 9 Large Roman villa estates were fully self-sufficient with an 

adequate water supply, burial chambers, gardens, baths, stables, storage facilities, etc. The 

mausoleum (8.6 x 8.5 m) of this particular establishment (2nd century A C ) is of special interest, for 

the construction techniques (opus testaceum, concrete core faced with brick), the decorative blue 

glass wall mosaic, and the stucco decoration of the chamber point to Italian origins. Whether, 

however, this structure can be assigned to a foreign resident or a Romanized local elite is difficult to 

ascertain.181 

With the increase in water consumption during the Imperial period, due to the flourishing of 

both public and private bathing establishments, supplementary water sources were in high demand. 

1 7 7 Chrysostomou (1982) 10-21; Alcock (1993) 70-1, fig. 24; AA 48 (1993) 301; the decagonal structure 
resembles similar bath complexes in the Mediterranean world see, supra 310, n. 173; furthermore a fragment 
of a hypocaust column was found in the vicinity, Katsadima and Angeli (2001) 92. 

1 7 8 Katsadima and Angeli (2001) 92, 94. 

1 7 9 The excavators suggest that this transferred water to a garden that adorned the mausoleum, Katsadima 
and Angeli (2001) 

1 8 0 The stucco decoration from the interior of the mausoleum is associated with examples from tombs found 
in the Isola Sacra and St. Peter's Necropolis that date to the end of the 2nd century, Katsadima and Angeli 
(2001) 100; the date of the mausoleum (2nd century AC) was assigned based on the pottery shards found 
within the monument and nearby vicinity, as well as on the surrounding architectural remains, idem 99. 

1 8 1 Katsadima and Angeli (2001) 101. 
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In order to meet these demands, aqueducts were constructed at numerous sites, as we have seen, and 

some of these were associated with Hadrian's building activities. The aqueduct at Nikopolis, 

however, may be of an Augustan date but recent evidence places the pi-shaped water tanks at the 

western gate to a later date. 1 8 2 

C O N S T R U C T I O N T E C H N I Q U E S A N D M A T E R I A L S 

The development of construction techniques and the introduction of new building materials 

in this area of N W Greece are significant to the study of Roman provincial architecture. Building 

methods and materials are of an eclectic nature and vary from region to region. Traditional methods 

and materials were employed and new ones were introduced from the west. In addition to local 

practices, Roman wall techniques such as opus quasi-reticulatum, opus reticulatum, opus testaceum 

and opus mixtum have also been identified.1 8 3 The introduction of these Roman construction 

methods is perhaps directly associated with the arrival of western colonists. Furthermore, a 

comparative study of construction methods and materials employed in the colonies and free cities of 

Epeiros, with various sites in Italy, will perhaps provide evidence for the origins of Italian 

immigrants and veterans residing here. 1 8 4 

Remains of Nikopolis' aqueduct have been preserved at numerous sites, Rizovouni, Thesprotiko, Stafani, 
Louros and Archangelos, Karatzeni (2001) 169; the northern tank was attributed to the period of Augustus, 
while the southern tank to the period of Julian the Apostate, Chrysostomou and Kephallonitou (2001) 31; 
however, recent excavations in the area suggest a 2nd century A C date for the northern tank and an early 3rd 
century for the southern tank, whereas the nymphaeum was possibly Augustan, idem 33; a Hadrianic date is 
also plausible given Hadrian's prolific building activities which according to Dio were primarily of a 
utilitarian nature; he "...aided the allied and subject cities most magnificently...and assisted practically all of 
them, giving to some a water supply, to others harbours, food, public works, money and various honours," 
(69, 5.2-3); Lolos (1997) 292; Lolos (1997) 304, observes that the Nikopolitan aqueduct could also be of an 
Augustan date; the aqueduct at Dyrrachium, according to inscriptional evidence, CIL HJ, 709, is Hadrianic. 

1 8 3 At Ambrakia, however, a type of wall construction consisting of alternating bands of roughly hewn stone 
and flat grey river stones, resembling later opus mixtum, were common in the domestic architecture of the 
Classical period, with the addition of large cut limestone blocks in the Hellenistic, AA 31 (1976) 204-5, fig. 1; 
Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 56-7, fig. 16. 

1 8 4 An analysis of the brick remains in Thessalonike indicates that close connections existed between the 

312 



The dominant building material of the early Roman period in Epeiros was stone, while 

building methods continued in the Hellenistic tradition. Local techniques and materials were 

utilized, possibly even by newcomers from the west whose structures were, perhaps varied from 

those found locally, in design and interior adornment and/or use of quality materials, such as opus 

quadratum rather than stone rubble, as employed in the Masklenitsa villa. O f course attempting to 

assign a specific edifice to a western colonist or negotiator based on Roman construction techniques 

and adornment, without the presence of an inscription, is next to impossible. These foreign 

elements of domestic design were not exclusive to the Roman residents, and, in fact, as noted in the 

city of Patras were readily adopted, primarily by the local elite and affluent classes. 

The typical Epeirote abode from this phase was constructed on foundation walls of 

limestone in a polygonal masonry style that was favoured both in the local domestic structures and 

in city walls, while special attention was given to the entranceway.185 At Ambrakia for example, 

the facade of House A at Preovolou Str. 6 was constructed of carefully cut stone blocks with a 

curved exterior face, whereas the interior walls were of stone rubble. 1 8 6 Above the foundations rose 

a stone socle with a superstructure in mud-brick and clay, a method commonly favoured in 

workshops of Thessalonike and Rome, Vitti (1993) 1694. 

1 8 5 Dakaris (1986) 112, however, does not mention the specific examples; in a possible domestic structure 
from ancient Elea, however, the entrance way was built in an isodomic fashion, whereas the eastern wall in a 
rather shoddy polygonal masonry style, AA 48 (1988) 349; see also, Dakaris (1972) 37, 97. 

1 8 6 The interior walls of House B on the same plot were also of stone rubble placed on a foundation of river 
pebbles. Houses A and B date from ca 300 to 200 BC, AA 44 (1989) 255; the facade of a house at Gregoriou 
Tachou plot (ca 200 to 100 BC) was constructed of large orthogonal blocks set on a foundation of stone 
rubble while the interior walls were of stone rubble, AA AA (1989) 258; similar construction was also in the 
house on the Liapate plot, AA AA (1989) 259; the facade of a house at the Mone Osiou Gregoriou plot, which 
dates from ca 300/250 to ca 150 BC, was constructed of unequal roughly hewn stones, AA AA (1989) 255; at 
the Apotore plot, House B had a facade of stone blocks of equal height while House C had smaller stones 
with only the exterior surface hewn, AA 45 (1990) 241; the house from the Pappa plot had foundations of 
large roughly unhewn stones while the superstructure was of cut orthogonal limestone plinths, AA 41 (1986) 
112. 
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Ambrakia. The Roman villa at Masklenista, however, constructed after the battle of Pydna, was 

built of large orthogonal stone blocks which reflects a measure of wealth.188 At Kassope the walls 

189 

were enhanced with wooden frames, while at Horraon stone plinths were employed 

throughout.190 In Grammenon, Ioannina, irregular stones were used,191 at Leukas "hewn orthogonal 

limestone",192 and at Ladochori (2nd century BC-lst century AC), alternating layers of stone rubble 
193 

and plinths bound with mortar. The interior wall surface was then plastered with a thick layer of 

clay and tile fragments — a method still used and known today as astrakoma — and finally 

whitewashed, as seen in the dwellings of Kassope.194 As for the exterior surface, mud-brick walls 

would have been plastered to protect them from moisture, while for stone walls a type of plaster was 

perhaps used to fill the spaces between the stones; a practice observed today in many of the 

House A and B on the Kotsarida plot, AA 35 (1980) 307; a house at the Baiikouse plot, (T17, 18,5) had 
strong outer walls of limestone plinths while the internal walls were of unhewn slate and mud, with a 
superstructure of mud-brick, AA 41 (1986) 106; at Ambrakia, the house in the Spae plot has a wall of two 
rows of limestone plinths followed by a row of hewn plaques for the levelling of the wall. On this base a 
mud-brick superstructure was erected, AA 36 (1981) 274. 

188 AAA9 (1994) 427. 

1 8 9 It is not made clear as to whether wood was used from the initial phase of construction, Dakaris (1980) 
28; Dakaris (1986) 112; Dakaris (1989) 38. 

1 9 0 Dakaris, (1986) 141, notes that the houses of Horraon are somewhat of a rarity in Greece since they 
employed stone throughout. They were comprised of isodomic limestone plinths held by clay and metal 
clamps, and plastered on the interior to protect from dampness and insects. The plaster consisted of clay with 
fragments of tiles without lime, this is a method still used and known today, as astrakoma; stone walls are 
also found in a house at Dystos in Euboea, Luce (1971) 145. 

191 AA 27 (1972) 446; but it is not indicated i f this was the only building material or i f mud-brick was also 
employed. 

192 AA 48 (1993) 294. The size of blocks are not mentioned; at the Logothete plot, House A , large 
rectangular stone blocks were used along with stone rubble, primarily for the interior walls, AA 48 (1993) 
297. 

193 AA5Q (1995) 445. 

1 9 4 Dakaris (1980) 28. 
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traditional homes of this mountainous region. This variety in wall construction represents a clear 

indication of the diversity of building techniques, and materials available from one city to another. 

In an area where earthquakes were a common occurrence, wooden frames perhaps, of the type 

employed at Kassope, played an important role in the wall construction of domestic units. 1 9 6 

Epictetus' following remark, "...Do I not run a risk by living at Nikopolis, where there are so many 

earthquakes?" (II.VI.20), clearly indicates that Nikopolis was in an active earthquake zone and 

appropriate building standards were no doubt observed. 

It is unknown as yet whether Roman building techniques appeared in Epeiros during the 

early Roman period, prior to the Battle of Actium. It should be emphasized, however, that baked 

brick, commonly known as a Roman building material, was used in N W Greece before Roman 

• 197 

intervention. Square baked bricks with holes, for example, have been found at Leukas and at 

other Greek sites that date to the late 4th century B C . 1 9 8 Western influence at this early stage is 

'rather unlikely,' given the fact that even in Rome, brick construction did not begin until the second 

half of the 1st century B C . 1 9 9 

Bricks in general were employed on a limited scale in the construction of houses and were 

used primarily for hearths, floors, and walls. The hestia found in room f of House 1 from Kassope is 

of baked brick, while the bathroom, room g, of the same house had a brick floor assigned to the later 

1 9 5 In the Ashlar House at Stymphalos remains of a coarse plaster was found on the exterior surface of its 
south wall (personal observation). 

1 9 6 A powerful earthquake struck Ambrakia in the 1st century B C that destroyed sepulchral periboloi, stelai 
and bases of funerary dedications, ^ 4 1 (1986) 104. 

1 9 7 The shape and size of the bricks and building techniques are not mentioned, therefore a comparison with 
Roman bricks and building techniques can not be made. 

1 9 8 For Leukas see, AA 48 (1993) 296; for examples elsewhere see, Hoepmer and Schwandner (1994) 155, 
fig. 328 and Dodge (1987) 106; a fired brick built hearth was found in room I from the Tzima plot in the area 
of Souli, Thesprotia (which dates from 4th to early 2nd century BC), AA 49 (1994) 424. 

1 9 9 Specifically from the time of Caesar to Augustus, Vitti (1993) 1694. 
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3rd or early 2nd century B C . This material was also used in wall construction, primarily for 

window and doorframes, as well as in the support points of the upper storey beams and wherever 

reinforcement was needed. 2 0 1 

Evidence, however, does suggest that it was used in public monuments and sporadically at 

least in domestic structures from the beginning of the second Roman phase (after 27 BC) with a 

subsequent increase, primarily in the 2nd century A C when brick building became a common 

element in Greece. In Macedonia, for example, where brick became popular during the 2nd and 

subsequent centuries, opus mixtum (combining stone and brick bands) was favoured, whereas solid 

brick construction was commonly reserved only for stress points: doorways, piers, arches, vaults 

and in the lower sections of interior walls for protection against moisture. 2 0 2 At Nikopolis, on the 

other hand, it was widely used in the public and private monuments of significance, such as the 

gymnasium, stadium, odeion, thermae, balnea and the Vil la of Antoninus. 2 0 3 Elsewhere during this 

period, it appears in the bathing complex of a possible villa rustica (1st to 3rd centuries A C ) located 

in the municipality of Rizon, Preveza, 2 0 4 while in the villa at Stroggyle (1st to 3rd centuries A C ) 

905 

opus testaceum was used in the construction of steps leading to a second storey. 

O f significance to the study of Epeirote building techniques and materials during the second 

Roman period promises to be the city of Nikopolis, dedicated in 29 B C . Unlike other Roman 

2 0 0 Dakaris (1977) 146-7; baked bricks along with stone plaques were also used to cover the drainage canal 
of House 3, Dakaris (1978) 105. 

2 0 1 Dakaris (1978) 103. 

2 0 2 Vim' (1993) 1695; for differences with Rome see also, idem 1698. 

2 0 3 AA 44 (1989) 270-9; AA 45 (1990) 254-6; based on personal observation, in the Villa of Antoninus two 
types of bricks were employed, a flat square rectangular type and an orthogonal plinth type that resembles 
modern bricks, these carry brick stamps with the Greek letters M and II, in dotted form; dimensions of bricks 
are not available. 

2 0 4 4 8 ( 1 9 9 3 ) 301. 

2 0 5 ^ 4 8 (1993) 285. 
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colonies (Corinth, Patras, Dion) Nikopolis did not have readily available recycled building material. 

Her domestic structures, therefore, were not erected with reused stone blocks or architectural 

fragments taken from earlier structures in the immediate vicinity; however elements such as roof 

tiles or certain architectural elements may have been brought in from the abandoned homes. In 

general, however, for building materials and techniques Nikopolitans probably relied on traditional 

material and local building practices. 2 0 6 

In addition to the local construction techniques and materials, Roman methods were 

introduced to domestic architecture and can be observed in the third Roman phase. A clear 

indication of the Roman wall-types available can be seen in the public monuments of Nikopolis. 

Opus incertum, testaceum and quasi-reticulatum were detected in the odeion, gymnasium and the 

907 

theatre of the city, while opus reticulatum in a peristyle impluvium structure of a public or 

possibly private nature. 2 0 8 And last, opus mixtum and opus testaceum, as already discussed, above 

were found in most of the city's public monuments and private mausolea. 2 0 9 Furthermore, the estates 

of the wealthy landowners (Italians perhaps) in Epeiros appear to have combined both Roman and 

at times local techniques. In the villa at Stroggyle (1st to 3rd centuries A C ) , for example, opus 

It has been suggested that roof tiles from Leukas and elsewhere, as well as architectural elements, 
columns, capitals etc. (i. e. Kassope) were transferred to Nikopolis. Dakaris, (1989) 55, however, points out 
that the absence of architectural material from these sites may be due to reuse in the immediate vicinity in 
Later Antiquity, or in more resent times to antiquity thieves. Only if material from other earlier sites is 
discovered at Nikopolis, can this theory be proven. 

2 0 7 For the gymnasium see, AA 45 (1990) 255; for odeion see, Chrysostomou and Kephallonitou (2001) 27; 
Vokotopoulou, (1987) 142, points out that the skene of the theatre was in opus quasi-reticulatum which 
suggests a date as early as the Augustan period. The theatre has more than one phase that are not identified, 
Chrysostomou and Kephallonitou (2001) 52; see also Crema (1959) 135, fig. 124; opus incertum was also 
used in the balneum of the Stroggyle villa, AA 49 (1994) 386. 

2 0 8 AA 45 (1990) 256; for the identity of this structure see, supra 306; this possible private structure, located 
in the southern sector of the city, for which a date is not mentioned, employed primarily brick and in only one 
section of the wall was opus reticulatum used, AA 45 (1990) 256. 

2 0 9 For mausolea in opus mixtum, bands of stone and brick, plots # 306, #188 see, AA AA (1989) 270, 274; 
this combination appears in funerary monuments of the 2nd to 3rd centuries such as, the thalamos (chamber) 
dated to the 2nd century, AA 28 (1973) 406-7. 
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incertum walls covered in plaster were employed for the main northern wing, opus testaceum for the 

staircase, while the service areas (the southern wing) were of dry stone rubble. 2 1 0 The Roman 

building techniques mentioned above would either have required experienced crews from the west 

which perhaps arrived along with the settlers/ or more likely Roman veterans, who were well known 

as master builders and had settled in the area of Epeiros after Actium or even before. 2 1 1 

In the third Roman phase (or 2nd phase of Nikopolis) local construction materials for the 

humble abode were the primary element. For the more opulent households, however, particularly 

those within major centres where brick was readily available, opus testaceum was perhaps favoured, 

as in the affluent homes of Athens and Sparta. 2 1 2 The manufacture of brick after all was a lengthy 

process and, consequently, local inexpensive construction materials and techniques were 

preferred. 2 1 3 The only excavated example to date at Nikopolis, and Epeiros in general, is the Villa of 

Antoninus (PI. 109 b) . 2 1 4 It should, however, be pointed out that, as observed in Patraean and 

Spartan domestic assemblages, the Roman building techniques employed diverge slightly from 

those found on the Italian mainland. The archaeological reports do not discuss in detail the building 

methods or materials used; however, according to personal observation the walls of the Villa of 

Antoninus were not erected in the true Roman, opus testaceum technique. Contrary to Roman 

practice, large rectangular flat bricks were placed along the entire width of the wall in rows bound 

2 1 0 ^ d 48 (1993) 285. 

2 1 1 Caesar had sent veterans to Epeiros, Cabanes (1997) 126. 

2 1 2 For Athens see Chapter 1, supra 63, n. 189; for Sparta see Chapter 4, supra 250-1, nn. 108-9. 

2 1 3 As in Macedonia, Vitti (1993) 1695; for differences with Rome see also, idem 1698. 

2 1 4 The reports do not mention the building materials employed in the walls. This information is based only 
on personal observation of published photographs. A 2nd century date is assigned to the structure based on 
the style of the mosaic pavements, AA 28 (1973) 409. 
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with mortar. This method deviates from the true Roman technique that employed a cement core 

with triangular bricks imbedded in the surface to create a brick facade.215 

Roofs of course were of wooden beams covered with Laconian and or Corinthian tiles, 

while the supports for the porticoes were of wood set on a stone stylobate, as observed in Houses A 

01 f 

and B from the Kotsarida plot at Ambrakia and at Horraon. Wood was also used to construct 

staircases and probably the upper floors and roof beams.217 Local stone, on the other hand, was 
* • 218 * 219 220 

favoured in the foundation of staircases, m the stylobate and bases of supports, thresholds, 

window grills,221 and in the construction of wells,222 window frames and architectural elements, 

such as pillar capitals. After the mid 2nd century BC, in fact, a columnar stone peristyle replaced 

2 1 5 Dodge (1987) 106. 

2 1 6 It is not indicated in the report whether cuttings or actual wood were found, AA 41 (1986) 106; at 
Horraon cuttings in the stone for the beams can be seen where walls survive to roof level, Dakaris (1986) 
108-46; for roof tiles see houses at Ambrakia, AA 35 (1980) 308, AA 45 (1990) 243. In House B Corinthian 
akrokeramoi with a palmette decoration were found, AA 35 (1980) 309; opaion tiles were found at Leukas, 
Chalikia plot, AA 48 (1993) 296 and at House A Kotsarida plot, AA 35 (1980) 309; in the Stroggyle villa (1st 
to 3rd centuries) Laconian and Corinthian tiles were found stamped with decorative motifs, AA 48 (1993) 
285; Gelarake plot, AA 45 (1990) 244; for portico supports see, AA 35 (1980) 308; for Horraon, Dakaris 
(1986) 142. 

2 1 7 At Kassope and Horraon, Dakaris (1986) 119; at Ambrakia, AA 31 (1981) 275; at House B in the Spae 
plot, AA 31 (1981) 275. At Ambrakia, the stone threshold of the staircase was found with a square socket 
(0.2 x 0.2 m) for the insertion of a wooden post for the support of a staircase. 

218 AA 35 (1980) 307; AA 37 (1982) 260,262. 

2 1 9 House A, AA 35 (1980) 309 and AA 34 (1979) 245; AA 37 (1982) 260, 262. 

220 AA 37 (1982) 261; at house (T17, 18, 5) one also finds marble thresholds, AA 41 (1986) 106. 

2 2 1 Fragments found in House from Chalikia plot, AA 48 (1993) 296. 

2 2 2 In the Villa of Antoninus, AA 28 (1973) 409; Vokotopoulou (1987) 138; a stone built well was also 
recovered in the Theochares plot, the top portion, 1.5 m, was constructed in the isodomic fashion of well 
wrought limestone plaques, AA 35 (1980) 311. 

2 2 3 House 5 at Kassope, Dakaris (1979) 117; for House A at Leukas limestone, sandstone and slate were 
used from the nearby coastal region of Gyras, AA 48 (1993) 297. 
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the simple portico, originally perhaps wooden, in the courtyard of House 1 at Horraon. Judging 

from the variety of materials employed in the late Hellenistic/early Roman houses of Epeiros, one 

would expect to find comparable building materials used for the various architectural details of 

domestic space within the Nikopolitan household, at least in the initial building phase of the city. 

More costly materials such as marble, on the other hand, find their way into the household 

during the 2nd and 3rd Roman phases. The marble lined impluvium in the 2nd century Villa of 

Antoninus at Nikopolis, and the numerous parallels found in the Patraean domestic architecture of 

the period confirm this observation.225 It was also used to line walls in the villa at Rizon for 

example,226 and for window grills, similar to the rhomboid shaped ones found at the Stroggyle 

997 

villa. Marble, therefore, was reserved for the well-to-do residences of the Roman period. 

WALL AND FLOOR DECORATIONS 

The perhaps rather plain, plastered and whitewashed exterior walls of Epeirote houses were 

matched with more elaborate interior parallels. The styles and type of decoration employed 

depended on the function of the room, as well as the status and wealth of the owner. The decorative 

repertoire, therefore, included simple monochrome walls, marble revetments, stucco relief 

decorations, frescoes imitating an architectural style and panelled surfaces of the type found at 

Corinth, Athens, Patras etc.2 2 8 

2 2 4 Dakaris (1986) 120-1. 

2 2 5 For marble lined impluvium of villa of Antoninus see, "Epyov YLTIIO 1 (1997) 90; for Patras see, supra 
195; for Corinth see, supra 111. 

2 2 6 Marble revetments used in the propylon of the villa complex, AA 48 (1993) 301. 

2 1 1 AA 4% (1993) 282. 

2 2 8 For Athens, supra 69ff; for Corinth, supra, 136ff; for Patras, supra 208ff. 
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The study of wall paintings in this region is problematic, as at other Greek sites, due to the 

absence of detailed reports. Often only a brief reference is made to the existence of plastered walls, 

while their decoration or colour is not indicated, as for example in the Stroggyle v i l la . 2 2 9 At 

Tin 

Horraon the inner walls were plastered with ground tiles, that no doubt produced a reddish tinged 

surface. Red plastered, monochrome walls, appear to have been the most favoured colour for 

androns, but were also found in various rooms at Ambrakia, in the entrance room at 

Masklenitsa, Thesprotia and at Kassope. 2 3 3 Another variation of the plain red andron is the 

combination of red and light blue plaster discovered in House 1 at Kassope. 2 3 4 Furthermore, in the 

more opulent dwellings, as in the villa at Stroggyle (Room 7), stucco decoration was also applied to 

wall surfaces; in this example a curved kymation frame adorned the wall at a certain height 2 3 5 

A more elaborate andron of a Hellenistic date is the one found in the House of the Archives 

at Kal l ion . 2 3 6 Here the lower wall is painted and plastered in imitation of marble with alternating 

panels in red and blue-grey. This example is a clearly demonstrates how the more modest dwellings 

229 AA 34 (1979) 244; also plastered walls were found in a room, identified as a possible andron because of 
the red coloured plaster, AA 37 (1982) 262; at Ambrakia, andron walls were also plastered and some survive 
quite well and to a substantial height, e.g. 1.4-1.7 m high walls in the andron at Hagia Theodora, AA 42 
(1987) 315; interior surfaces of opus incertum walls in the Stroggyle villa were plastered but no mention is 
made of the colour, AA 48 (1993) 285. 

2 3 0 Dakaris (1986) 127. 

2 3 1 House 3 at Kassope, Dakaris (1978) 105. 

2 3 2 In room D2 (perhaps an andron) from house B in the Kotsarida plot, AA 35 (1980) 309, Tzouvara-Soule 
(1992) 73; at the Apotore plot found on the floors and surviving walls, AA 45 (1990) 241. 

2 3 3 At Masklenitsa, the walls of room V U were of red-painted lime plaster, dated between the first half of the 
2nd to 3rd centuries, AA 49 (1994) 428; on the walls of stoas as observed in House 3 Dakaris (1978) 105; the 
red colour of course is common at many other sites, such as Olynthos and Abdera. 

2 3 4 Dakaris (1979) 145. 

2 3 5 AA 49 (1994) 382-3; architectural stucco wall decorations (dentils, architrave, etc.) were found in House 
IB at Eretria (phase 3,2nd century BC), Reber (1998) 117,119, Abb. 189-191. 

2 3 6 4th century B C to 267 BC. 
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adorned their walls by imitating perhaps the Hellenistic palaces and monumental architecture that 

employed marble. In the Roman period marble revetted walls became popular in the opulent 

residences of Roman Preveza, in the villa at Rizon (lst-3rd centuries BC) , in the Stroggyle estate, 

and of course in the 2nd century Vil la of Antoninus at Nikopolis. 

One would also expect to find wall decorations of the type popular at other centres (Corinth, 

Patras, Athens, etc.) during this period. A common repertoire might include a series of orihostates 

• • 9^8 

in imitation of marble, crowned by plain panels or ones adorned with a central, figural image. 

These rather sophisticated designs would have embellished the more important rooms of the 

household, while simple whitewashed walls would have sufficed for service areas, as seen in the 

villa of Antoninus. 2 3 9 For wall niches, mosaics may also have been used as indicated by the remains 

found at Patras and by the discovery of a blue glass tesserae mosaic that once adorned the 

mausoleum of a villa estate at Hagia Pelagia. 2 4 0 In conclusion, the vestiges of wall embellishment 

suggest that there is a wealth of interior adornment waiting to be documented and excavated in this 

region of N W Greece. 

Floor Pavements 

A variety of floor pavements from the early Roman period have been identified in N W 

Greece, of the type observed in other cities of this period. The type, however, used for each area of 

the household was dictated by the function of a particular room. Simple packed earthen floors, for 

2 3 7 AA 42 (1987) 318; at Rizon, in the propylon of the baths of a villa rustica, AA 48 (1993) 301; at 
Stroggyli, in the villa and in the balneum of the villa, AA 49 (1994) 385; for villa of Antoninus see, AA 28 
(1973) 409; and also in a another, possibly, private structure, AA 44 (1990) 256, and supra 317, n. 208. 

2 3 8 This type of wall painting has been excavated in the Villa of Antoninus, but nothing as yet has been 
published, personal observation (August, 2001). 

2 3 9 Personal observation. 

2 4 0 Katsadima and Angeli (2001) 98; for mosaic wall niches from Patras see, supra 209. 
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example, at times combined with seashells, gravel and tiles, and packed clay may have sufficed for 

the service areas.2 4 1 It has been suggested that elsewhere, such floor surfaces were covered with 

wooden planks and what survive are the foundations.2 4 2 Mosaic-type floors were also popular and 

243 

appear in a variety of materials: some combined with white river gravel and stone chips, others 

with tile chips, 2 4 4 or a mixture of red clay and stone chips, or ostraca and tile fragments.245 

Courtyards on the other hand, vary from mosaic-paved surfaces and flagstone pavements, to 

those of Corinthian and Lakonian tile fragments.246 At Ambrakia courtyards are in most cases of 

T J-I OAS 

flagstone, service areas of white, river stones, androns of plain mortar, tile fragments, or small 

flat pebbles set into the plaster. 2 4 9 Pebble floors were also common in the houses of Leukas while 

For a packed earthen floor at Kallion see, Themelis (1979) 262; for sea shells, gravel and few tiles from 
the Tsitsibrikou plot, Ambrakia, AA 39 (1984) 180; packed clay found in rooms D3, D l , in House B from the 
Kotsarida plot, Ambrakia, AA 35 (1980) 309; two stoas, rooms and a courtyard of clay in House A from 
Zekou plot, Ambrakia, AA 37 (1982) 260. 

2 4 2 It should also be pointed out that second storey floors were probably of wood. They are not discussed in 
the reports, though, because evidence is hard to find unless substantial remains of the walls survive (as a 
Horraon) with evidence of cuttings and post holes for wooden beams. 

2 4 3 Rooms from the peristyle House A at Kotsarida plot, Ambrakia, AA 35 (1980) 308; rooms from the 
Kontogiorgou plot, Ambrakia, AA 37 (1987) 311; House B, Kyprou Str., Ambrakia, AA 37 (1987) 308. 

2 4 4 In the courtyard of House A, Kotsarida plot, Ambrakia, AA 35 (1980) 307; room with tile floor, House B, 
Kyprou Str., Ambrakia, AA 37 (1987) 308. 

2 4 5 From House A from the Spae plot, Ambrakia, .4436(1981) 274-5; also gravel embedded in the surface 
and few tile chips from structure A, Christogiorgou plot, Ambrakia, AA 39 (1984) 178. 

2 4 6 Stone paved at Horraon, Dakaris (1986) 121; the central corridor at Grammenon was of clay, AA 27 
(1972) 446; tiles in courtyard of House A, Kotsarida plot, Ambrakia, AA 35 (1980) 307. The report does not 
mention what they were set in, or if they were loose in the earth. 

2 4 7 AA 41 (1986) 108; AA 35 (1980) 310; AA 32 (1977) 179; House 6, AA 36 (1981) 276; a house from 
Kyprou street, AA 42 (1987) 308-10, fig. 1; the courtyard of House B from Ambrakia is of unwrought stone, 
stone chips and pressed red earth, AA 36 (1981) 275; Apotope plot, AA 45 (1990) 241; 

2 4 8 House A Kotsarida plot, Ambrakia, AA 35 (1980) 308. 

2 4 9 For plain mortar, AA 41 (1986) 108; andron of House 1, Horraon, is paved with pebbles, Dakaris (1989) 
43. Also tile fragments and flat pebbles for androns of Kassope and Horraon, Dakaris (1986) 121; pebbles 
embedded in plaster, Ambrakia, AA 42 (1987) 308, 310, 315; pebble and plastered floor from room of 
unknown function, Ambrakia, AA 39 (1984) 178. 
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the floors of androns, in general, varied from simple packed clay varieties to more refined examples 

• 9 SO 

that combined a plastered pebble centre with a raised ledge of fine gravel and plaster. At times 

plain plastered floors or ones embedded with stones in a geometric pattern were painted red. 2 5 1 

Such floors, not as yet identified in other areas, were perhaps favoured in this region of western 

Greece and examples have appeared at Ambrakia and Kallion, where a plastered floor in Pompeian 

red with black pebbles adorned the bathroom/latrine of the House of the Archives. A unique 

example of an andron pavement was located in House A from the Kotsarides plot (PI. 104 a), 

Ambrakia. Along all four sides of the andron was a ledge that surrounded a mosaic pavement of 
* • • 9 S " } 

white stone chips, a pavement common in Athens. Hearth rooms were paved with stone chips 

embedded in earthen floors, bathrooms in stone plaques, tile chip mosaics, baked brick, or plain 

hydraulic plaster, while other rooms were adorned with simple mosaics of small stones embedded in 

hard mortar. 2 5 4 

More complex floor mosaics have also surfaced which represent examples from the western 

and eastern traditions. O f primary interest, however, to the study of mosaics in N W Greece during 

the early Roman period are two principle pavements. One is the opus spicatum pavement in a 

2 5 0 For pebble the pavement from the Chalikia plot of the early Roman period that was used down to the 1 
century B C and early 1 century A C see, AA (1993) 294-5. For pebble bathroom floor see, idem 297; for clay 
floor see, House B (Logothete plot), AA 48 (1993) 297; for a pebble and gravel version, see House A 
Logothete plot, idem 297. 

2 5 1 At Ambrakia, AA 41 (1986) 111. 

2 5 2 In structure B, Tsitsibrikou plot, Ambrakia, the floor decoration consists of irregular stone plaques 
embedded in lime mortar with remains of red paint on the surface, all framed by a vivid reddish band, AA 39 
(1984) 180; for the floor at Kallion see, Themelis (1979) 262. 

2 5 3 On the north and west sides the raised ledge was lm wide, whereas along the south and east sides, 0.70 
m x 0.75 m wide, AA 34 (1979) 244; for Athenian examples found in courtyards and rooms see, Chapter 1, 
Athens, supra 77. 

2 5 4 For hearthrooms see, AA 42 (1987) 310; for bathrooms in stone plaques in House C, Georgoula plot, 
Ambrakia see, AA 41 (1986) 110, in tile chip mosaics see, Kassope and Horraon, Dakaris (1980) 30, in 
backed brick at Kassope, Dakaris (1977) 147, and in hydraulic plaster, Horraon, Dakaris (1986) 124. 
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herringbone motif with a medallion in the centre displaying a palmette in grey and white tesserae 

from a possible triclinium in the villa at Masklenitsa (Pl. 102 a). The second is a black-and-white 

pebble (chalikia) mosaic pavement from Ambrakia, dated to the early Roman period. It consists of 

alternating rows of crosses and parallel lines followed by a rectangle (2.5 m x 1.7 m) divided into 

triangles and rhomboi with two double thunderbolts, all in black pebbles on a white ground, typical 

of Italian mosaics (Pl. 112 b). Judging from the dimensions of the chamber (ca 4.5 m x 2.8 m), 

the mosaic design, and the differentiation floor space, the room can be identified as a cubiculum 

(bedroom). 2 5 7 The Mine, which averaged around 1.8 m x 1 m would have been positioned at the 

eastern end of the room, on the plain white mosaic section (ca 1 m x 2.8 m). The decorative 

pavement covered the area in front of the bed, functioning much like a carpet; as observed in the 

mosaic from the cubiculum of the villa at Boscoreale (Pl. 117 a), an excellent Roman period 

example. Western parallels can also be sought in the mosaic design; rows of crosses for example 

were common in Republican Italian pavements (Pompeii, Stabii, and Herculaneum), 2 5 9 while a 

similar design of rhomboi and triangles within a rectangle was found in Vienne, France (Pl. 113 

2 5 5 Erected in the early Roman phase, after the battle of Pydna (1968 BC), AA 49 (1994) 427; supra 309, n. 
168. 

2 5 6 Pebbles were set in a hard plaster, AA 42 (1987) 311-2, fig. 2. 

2 5 7 The report only mentions the width of this room, for the length I have used the measurements from the 
room to the north since they appear to have the same length, AA 42 (1987) 312, fig. 2; to calculate the length 
of the actual floor space about a meter (0.50 m from both ends) for the width of the wall would have to be 
deducted from the total length, 4.5 m. 

2 5 8 As indicated in the plate (Pl. 117 a), the area where the couch was positioned was further differentiated 
by an vaulted ceiling; for the size of a Greek kline see, Dunbabin (1998) 83 and Nielsen (1998) 107; a similar 
arrangement of floor design is found in room B from the Baltanetto villa at Naousa, where the geometric 
pattern is interrupted at one end of the room with a plain white tesserae section for the placement of the kline. 
For a description of the pavement see, Petsas (1964) 25, fig. 1, pl. A', and (1963) 71, 73, fig. 7: a date in the 
1st half of the 2nd century A C is suggested by Waywell (1979) 296. 

2 5 9 At Pompeii, in the triclinium of the Casa di Trittolemo and house in Region VIU, v, 16, Blake (1930) 42, 
pl. 7.3 and also pl. 33.1; see also Balmelle et al. (1985) 165, figs, e, f. 
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a). As for the two double thunderbolts, this is a characteristic Greek motif found on Epeirote 

coins and is symbolic of Zeus, a venerated Epeirote deity and perhaps also the patron god of the 

owner, who commissioned this mosaic pavement.2 6 1 

The significance of both these mosaic pavements is threefold: First they are two of the 

earliest surviving examples of mosaic pavements in the western technique on the Greek 

mainland. 2 6 2 The Ambrakian pebble mosaic oddly combines the Italian black-and-white technique 

(black designs on a white ground) and certain western motifs (i.e. rows of crosses), along with 

Greek designs (the thunderbolt) and local materials.2 6 3 Second, these mosaics document the 

introduction of western themes to the Greek east during the early Roman period; a process that was 

achieved perhaps through copy book patterns, trade connections and foreigner settlers ~ Ambrakia 

after all was the major trading centre of N W Greece during the Hellenistic period. Third, they also 

reflect the attempts and success of local mosaic schools to produce western themes upon demand by 

employing traditional, local materials 2 6 4 

2 6 0 Balmelle et al. (1985) 316-7, fig. e. 

2 6 1 Double thunderbolt found on coins of Olympia, Syracuse and Epeiros (by Alexander, son of 
Neoptolemos, king of Epeiros, Head (1911) 185, fig. 109, 32e; fig. 180,420-2; figs. 227,229,230-1 

2 6 2 The mosaic has not been precisely dated, only a terminus post quern date of 167 B C was, AA 42 (1987) 
312; for the Masklenitsa villa a terminus post quern is suggested by a bronze coin of the Thessalian league 
(196-146 BC) and a terminus ante quern by the terra sigillata type wares which date between the end of the 
1st century B C to the third quarter of the 1st century AC; two more well preserved black-and-white mosaic 
pavements of the 2nd century B C have surfaced in a large peristyle (?) courtyard structure (41 m x 31 m) at 
Yitane in Thesprotia (Pl. 113 c). The function of the structure has not as yet been identified, but based on the 
finds that include among other things numerous seals and an inscribed roof tile 'AAMOSIOE,' the structure 
was public; a second black-and-white tessellated mosaic with a spiral boarder and small dolphins at the 
comers, and a third one of black and white pebbles with a spiral boarder and central star motif inscribed in a 
circle, were also excavated, AA 44 (1989) 304-5. 

2 6 3 It should be pointed out that the biochrome mosaics in black-and-white were also common in Classical 
and Hellenistic Greece but with white motifs on a black ground, Dunbabin (1999) 6, 8. 

2 6 4 Although one must not rule out the possibility of workman/men from the west brought in. 
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Along with these foreign imports simple traditional Hellenistic floor mosaics, such as the 

characteristic and ever popular central rosette, were also present. A n example has been located in 

the Tsaga plot at Ambrakia where a simple six-leaf rosette adorned the centre of a plain 

monochrome mosaic floor. 2 6 5 A similar unpretentious mosaic pattern of a twelve leaf rosette of red 

and blue pebbles embedded in the plaster, decorated the andron of the Hellenistic house of the 

Archives at Kallion (PI. 105 a). 2 6 6 

Another interesting local example is the red-and-white technique that adorned the courtyard 

of the peristyle House 3 at Kassope. The design consists of alternating bands of white pebbles and 

small rectangular tile chips, with two white pebble triangles in the centre facing each otherfPl. 114 

a). Red-and-white mosaics using tile chips for red appear in Macedonia, as seen for example in 

the Baltanetto villa in Naoussa. 2 6 8 The uniqueness and rural character of these western and northern 

Greek mosaics is represented by the wealth of materials employed and the persistent use of pebbles 

down to Augustan times. 2 6 9 This, in fact, occurs at a time when more refined tesserae were 

employed elsewhere. 

The second to third Roman phases is represented by mosaic remains at Dyrrachium, 

Stroggyle, Ladochore (second phase, lst-3rd centuries) and Nikopolis. Utilitarian type floors, such 

as the entrance corridor/facade of the Stroggyle villa composed of a mixture of ground tiles, flint 

Only two phases were distinguished, but no dates were assigned to this structure in the report. The 
mosaic pavement belongs to the (final) second phase, AA 35 (1980) 314, perhaps the early Roman one. 

2 6 6 Themelis (1979) 270. 

2 6 7 Dakaris (1978) 104-5; Dakaris (1989) 53; a similar pebble mosaic motif, but of black and white pebbles 
and of an earlier date, adorned the threshold of an andron at Olynthos, Robinson and Graham (1938) 66. 

2 6 8 For a description of these floor mosaics see, Petsas (1963) 74-5. 

2 6 9 The use, however, of tile chips to create a red background could be of a western influence, in imitation 
perhaps of the opus signinum where tesserae were imbedded in a red clay background; however, often the 
coloured tesserae of brown, yellow and red were of terracotta. 
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and stone rubble, continued in use. In addition, decorative mosaic pavements were also in vogue. 

The black-and-white mosaic pavement of sea creatures from Dyrrachium (PI. 114 b), date to the end 

of the 1st century A C , belongs to a category of pavements prevalent on the Italian mainland, i.e. 

• • 771 

Ostia, but also found in the provinces, as seen at Olympia and Isthmia (PI. 59 b-c). In addition to 

the strict black-and-white technique, the black-red-and-white, style popular in Greece, was applied 

in the courtyard of the Ladochore villa. It was adorned with two very common geometric panels 

surrounded by an ivy and spiral boarder, executed in square tessarae, one of intersecting circles, the 

other with fish and birds within connecting octagons.2 7 2 

Witliin the third period exquisite polychrome geometric pavements with limited figural 

motifs such as pots and floral patterns appear. In the Stroggyle villa three significant mosaic 

pavements of dining or reception areas were excavated (rooms 7, 12 and 13 PI. 112 a). Room 13 was 

paved in a carpet mosaic of rhomboi and squares, Room 7 in a vault mosaic and room 12 in a series 

of borders that framed a group of triangles and square within a circle along with pots and floral 

motifs for the empty spaces.2 7 3 

Surviving floor remains at Nikopolis are confined to those found in the 2nd century villa of 

Antoninus that include elaborate tessellated mosaic and opus sectile pavements (PI. 109 a). 

Although opus sectile was favoured by the 1st century in the luxury villas of Italy, in Greece it 

commonly appears at a later date. 2 7 4 These polychrome marble panels in the Vil la of Antoninus, for 

example, were added at a later phase, covering a previous mosaic floor. The date assigned to this 

2 7 0 For Stroggyle villa see, AA 48 (1993) 282. 

2 7 1 See Chapter 2, Corinth, supra 15 Iff; for the Dyrrachium pavement see, Andrea (1991-92) 77, fig. 12. 
The report does not mention whether it belonged to a public or private structure. 

2 7 2 ^150 (1995) 445. 

2 7 3 AA 48 (1993) 283-5, fig. 10; tesserae in room 7 are white, black or dark green, violet, yellow and pink, 
AA 49 (1994) 382-3, figs. 8, 9. 
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remodelling was based on a mosaic in room E . According to this mosaic inscription, the work was 

commissioned by a certain Man(ios) Antoninos who renovated the house. 2 7 5 A possible 3rd or 4th 

century date, therefore, for the revamping of the villa was obtained by the letter style of the mosaic 

inscription. The original mosaic floors that date to the 2nd century A C , were comprised of a 

variety of motifs, geometric, vegetal (scroll and ivy), and figural. The date of the mosaic pavements 

is believed to be the 2nd century judging from the stylistic comparanda found in both relief 

sculpture and other mosaics of the period. 2 7 7 

The geometric, carpet-type mosaic with central figural panels is also favoured by the villa 

owner. The eight pointed star pattern in rooms B and K (PI. 109 a) are comparable to those found at 

Patras (PI. 113 a) and the Vil la of Dionysos at Dion which dates to the 2nd century. On the other 

hand, the combination of interconnecting rhomboi and squares in hallway Z along with the border 

of cubes in perspective from room A have also been noted at Roman Patras and Kephallonia. 2 7 9 The 

key pattern from room T, found also in the Atrium Veneris' at Kenchreai (PI. 57 b), and plain white 

For the introduction of opus sectile into Greece see, Chapter 3, Patras, supra 219ff. 

275 Supra n. 153. 

276v4z/28(1973)410. 

2 7 7 Specifically, striking similarities, according to the excavators, exist between the acanthus scroll pattern in 
the mosaic of room b with one from a 2nd century sarcophagus from Nikopolis, AA 28 (1973) 409, n. 18; 
second, the contrast noted in the shading found on the face of Dionysos and in the vegetal and geometric 
motifs are analogous to those found in the painting and sculpture of the period, AA 28 (1973) 409; third, 
similar compositions and motifs can be found in 2nd century mosaic pavements from Carthage, AA 28 (1973) 
409 and Hinks (1933) 67 (figs. 73, 77). 

2 7 8 From section B, Psyla Alonia Square, Patras, AA 26 (1971) 155, fig. 3; Pandermalis (1990) 189, 192, fig. 
4; for date of mosaics from this villa of Dionysos at Dion see, Pandermalis (1996) 205-9; this date agrees 
with the one assigned to the mosaic pavement of the Nikopolis villa and may therefore assist in dating the 
Patraean example (PI. 113 b) that was only generally attributed to the Roman period, supra 214. 

2 7 9 The mosaic from Psyla Alonia at Patras with a boarder of Rhomboi and connecting squares is only 
generally dated to the Roman period, AA 26 (1971) 159, fig. 3, while the one from Sisine 17-19, with cubes in 
perspective, is attributed to the 2nd century, AA 32 (1977) 79, pi. 58 d; for the Kephallonia mosaic see, 
Kallipolitis (1961-1962) 12, pi. 3; Moorman and Swinkels (1983) 259 date it to the 2nd century providing no 
evidence for this date; however, Kallipolitis (1961-1962) 28-30, appropriately places it in the 3rd or even 4th 
centuries. 
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mosaic frame which surrounds the geometric carpet in room Z are, according to Ibrahim, a 

characteristic feature of Greek pavements. Of interest here though is the added touch of small 

outlined squares placed in a row within the frame that encompass the entire mosaic. This motif is 

found in two floors from the Mosaic House at Corinth, which is of a later Hadrianic or Antonine 

date.281 

The close parallels observed between Dyrrachian, Nikopolitan (and environs, such as 

Ladochori and Stroggyli), Corinthian and Patraean mosaics manifest the close artistic and 

commercial ties that existed among these port cities. All were Roman colonies, or free cities, that 

belonged, as already pointed out, to a system of connecting ports for both eastward and westward 

bound trade and commerce.282 It was no doubt through these major harbour centres that Italian 

artisans travelled, or more likely their copy books, introducing new patterns from the west and east 

which in turn were combined with traditional themes by the local schools. As a result, given the 

building activity that took place in these colonies (and surrounding areas) during the Roman period, 

mosaicists must have been in high demand. This demand perhaps set the foundations for the 

establishment of a mosaic school at Nikopolis, and other port centres, such as the colony of 

Bouthrotum, that flourished during the 2nd century and was responsible for the mosaic pavements, 

both within the city and in the outlying areas. 

DOMESTIC ADORNMENT 

Domestic adornments, although limited, do not vary greatly from those found elsewhere. 

Beginning with the exterior of dwellings, it was customary from classical times, as mentioned in 

2 8 0 Ibrahim et al. (1978) 96-7, pl. XXXIV. 
2 8 1 Weinberg (1960) 115. 
2 8 2 Supra 277. 
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previous chapters, to assign the protection of entranceways to divinities such as Hermes and 

Hekate. The ancient sources, however, also mention that an altar to Apollo Agyieus (He of the 

9 8 4 

Ways) and a laurel tree, or a baitylos served a similar purpose. The baitylos was a crude 

representation of the god Apollo in the form of a column ending in an obelisk shape, or a conical 

column, or a pillar (tetragonos Apollo) . 2 8 5 Next to it, according to Aristophanes 

(Thesmophoriazusae, 489) and Thucydides (vi.27) a laurel tree was planted. 

Athens especially favoured Hermes and Hekate, while Apollo Agyieus was highly regarded 

among the Dorians and evidence for the worship of Apollos Agyieus in the form of a baitylos has 

been observed in N W Greece. A baitylos on a base, for example, is depicted on a roof tile from 

Horraon, and on one from Ambrakia inscribed "DA[M]0" (Pl. 114 c) . 2 8 6 Furthermore it is found on 

coins from various Epeirote cities (Pl. 114 c) of the 5th to the 2nd centuries B C . 2 8 7 Sculptural 

representations have also been identified. Two marble baityloi were found at Nikopolis that may 

have stood at the entrance to homes. One example survives to a height of 44 cm and it appears to 

See Chapter 1, Athens, supra 83ff. 

2 8 4 Becker (1911) 260; in Aristophanes (Plutus, 1153) Hermes is suggesting to Charion to place his image 
by the hinge of the (outer) door, "Install me here, the Turn (Hinge)-god by the door"; Euripides (Phoenissae, 
631); Demosthenes (531.9); IG 3, 159, al; Scholia Aristophanes (Wasps, 875); "...meet me by Aguieus and 
his laurel-shade..." Aristophanes (Thesmophoriazusae, 489 and Wasps, 875); Hellad. ad Photius (Bibliotheca, 
279); Harpocration and Suidas, s.v. 'Ayuias'; for altar and laurel, Plautus (Mercator, 4.1, 10, 674-680); for an 
agyieus altar see, Sophocles (fragmenta, 340). 

2 8 5 For a reference to a baitylos see Damascius Philosophus (Vita Isidori, 94, 203) (4th-5th centuries AC); 
for an image of an baitylos in art see the wall painting from the House of the Tritons at Delos, Bruneau et al. 
(1970) 183, pl. 24.6 

2 8 6 A Lakonian tile from the peribolos wall which depicts a baitylos, was found in a fill associated with an 
earlier road surface, AA 44 (1989) 262. 

2 8 7 Silver coins from Ambrakia of the 5th-4th centuries BC and bronze to 238-168 BC, bronze coins of 
Apollonias (229-100 BC), Thorikos (238-268 BC), Amantias (2nd century BC), one bronze also found at 
Kerkyra, Dakaris (1986) 143. 

2 8 8 Both originally placed in the Nikopolis museum but only one could be traced; #762 could not be found 
in the museum, Tzoubara-Soule (1987) 177. 
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have originally stood on a base (PI. 114 b). Although the find spots of these baityloi were not 

reported, their dimensions and a comparable example which now stands within a Roman period 

peristyle house at Abdera (PI. 116 a-b), 2 9 0 have led me to the conclusion that these columns may 

very well be domestic representations of Apollo Agyieus who protected the entrances to households 

in these regions of Greece. 

Other household fixtures of religious significance are the domestic altars located within the 

courtyard. The more elaborate homes, such as the Hellenistic to early Roman peristyle House A 

from the Kotsarida plot at Ambrakia, had a permanent courtyard altar similar to those found in 

Olynthian houses. These altars, according to the literary evidence, were dedicated to Zeus 

291 

Herkeios.yi O f course decorative portable bronze, marble or terracotta altars must also have 

adorned the courtyards. Two small stone altars were excavated at Leukas, 2 9 2 while elsewhere, in the 

absence of a permanent or portable altar, hearths may have served both a religious and secular 

function 2 9 3 

Homes were not only placed under the protection of the Olympian deities, but certain cultic 

practices of a chthonic character appear to have taken place during the foundation of homes. 2 9 4 A 

2 8 9 Tzoubara-Soule (1987) 177. It has a diameter of 11 cm at the bottom. 

2 9 0 This object is not mentioned in the reports but comes from personal observation and photograph; 
however, the archaeologist of the 19th Ephorate, K. Kallintze has assured me that it comes from the house 
where it now stands. 

2 9 1 The dimensions of the altar at Ambrakia are, 1.9 x 1.9m and .86 m high, AA 30 (1980) 307; from 
Homer's Odyssey (22. 334-5) we know that the courtyard altar was dedicated to Zeus Herkeios; this 
courtyard altar is mentioned by numerous ancient sources, among them are Pindar (Paean 6, 110), Plato 
(Republic, 328), "he (Socrates) happened to have performed the sacrifice in the courtyard," and Pausanias, 
who notes that Priam was slain by "the altar of Zeus Herkeios" (4. 17.4). 

2 9 2 Chalikia plot, AA 48 (1993) 296; Logothete plot, AA 48 (1993) 300. 

2 9 3 Fagerstrom, (1988) 131 andn. 15, who although discusses Iron Age architecture, includes a reference to 
Xenophnes (Elegy I, 11-12) in support of the dual function of a hearth; hearths in domestic units at Souli, 
Thesprotia, Tzima plot, AA 49 (1994) 424-6, fig. 7; Masklenitsa villa, AA 49 (1994) 427. 

2 9 4 As observed in Athenian homes, Frantz et al, (1987) 44, for a sacrificial piglet from the House of 
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group of mikkyla pottery, small ritual vessels, discovered in the foundations walls of a House from 

the Logothete plot in Leukas and in a blackened depression beneath the stone pavement from the 

90S 

Georgoula plot at Ambrakia suggest rituals associated perhaps with the foundation of a home. 

These traditional religious observances continued in the homes of the local inhabitants of 

Nikopolis, whereas in the residences of foreigners and possibly the local elite Roman lararia may 

have been introduced. In the Italian-type atrium unit where the impluvium was the focal point, as 

seen in the House of Antoninus in Nikopolis, household altars or shrines were located to the sides of 

the courtyard, within a portico, or a small room off the courtyard. 2 9 6 

Terracotta figurines, 2 9 7 such as an enthroned image of Aphrodite, the patron of Kassope, 2 9 8 

adorned the household shrines. Those found at Kallion (Aphrodite and Dionysos) were fertility 

gods and the excavators suggest that they were perhaps originally placed within a niche or shrine 

located next to the entrance way of the women's apartments of the second storey. 2 9 9 Bronze 

figurines also adorned the home as implied by the remains of an unidentified bronze female 

discovered within a domestic context at Ambrakia. 3 0 0 Often the presence of religious paraphernalia, 

Proclus; Young, (1951) 218-9, mentions a pyre from House D in the Industrial District that contained, 
charred bones and pottery; burnt offerings from Building Y, behind the sacred gate, French (1991-92) 6-7; 
for sacrificial pyre with pots and animal bones see, Shear (1973) 151. 

2 9 5 House C from the Georgoula plot, Ambrakia, of the classical period. In this example three areas were 
identified. Two contained undamaged, small mikylla vessels and a third area with a small pit in the courtyard 
area contained objects that were perhaps associated with a dedication ceremony of the house. Undamaged 
vessels along with ash, charcoal, pinakia, fruits, offering tables, figurines of birds, boars and a seated female 
with a polos were among the objects found, AA 41 (1986) 110, pl. 102 and Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 76-7, fig. 
26; a similar practice was observed in the Apotore plot, AA 45 (1990) 241. 

2 9 6 See Chapter 3, Patras, supra 196ff; whether any evidence for a shrine or altar in the tetrastyle atrium 
from the villa of Antoninus has been found, is as yet unknown. We await future reports. 

2 9 7 At House 1, Kassope, Dakaris (1977) 147; at Ambrakia, Apotore plot, AA 45 (1990) 244. 

2 9 8 From House 5 at Kassope, Dakaris (1979) 117. 

2 9 9 According to Themelis, (1979) 277, they had fallen from the second level, included were also a Muse 
and Pluto or a chthonic daemon holding a cornucopia. 
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such as the headless statue of Aphrodite along with fragments of another discovered in a room from 

the Baikouse plot, as well as a group of ten figurines and small stone altar from Leukas, assist in 

identifying a specific area as a household shrine. 3 0 1 

Architectural embellishments were also an integral part of domestic adornment. The 

windows of androns, for examples, at times took on a more decorative appearance. At Kassope 

they were framed with Ionic fluted stone piers, at Leukas small columns and stone grills, whereas 

marble grills were found at the Stroggyle vi l la . 3 0 3 Columnar courtyards (atria or peristyle) on the 

other hand, were adorned with stone supports, elaborate capitals, and decorative roof end tiles. 3 0 4 

Corinthian end tiles, for example, were found within the courtyards, as seen in the peristyle House 

A at Ambrakia, while those in the Roman Vil la at Stroggyle were embossed with decorative 

motifs. 3 0 5 Laconian roof tiles, however, were the common type used in dwellings and by far less 

expensive. The presence, therefore, of expensive Corinthian tiles, commonly reserved for 

monumental public architecture, reflects a trend towards a monumental appearance of private 

architecture. . The door was also an important decorative element within the household. 

Constructed of wood, like the remains excavated in the andron of House 1 at Kassope (PI. 16 a), it 

was adorned with metal bosses, of iron or bronze, which often ended in ornate finials that held the 

3 0 % 4 42(1987)310. 

3 0 1 Ambrakia, AA 41 (1986) 107 and Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 79; for Leukas, Logothete plot, see AA 48 
(1993)298. 

3 0 2 Dakaris (1978) 104. 

3 0 3 Chalikia plot, AA 48 (1993) 296; Grundsffick A (Chalikia plot), Fiedler (1999) 418; for the Stroggyle 
villa see, AA 48 (1993) 282. 

3 0 4 Doric columns in the peristyle House 3 at Kassope, Dakaris (1989) 53; the types of supports in the 
tetrastyle atrium in the villa of Antoninus in Nikopolis, if found, were cleared away and have not been 
published. 

3 0 5 Designs are not identified, AA 48 (1993) 285. 

3 0 6 Kotsarida plot, AA 35 (1980) 309; Corinthian end tiles were more expensive and commonly reserved for 
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horizontal planks in place. Door handles at times were also elaborate as suggested by the palmette 

example from a house on Tzoumerkon Str. 29 in Ambrakia. 3 0 8 

Perirrhanteria of course were popular and frequently appear in courtyards, androns or oeci. 

In the N W corner of the andron at House 1 at Kassope, a stone base for a perirrhanterion was 

identified, while a marble base of one was found in the oecus of House 1 at Kassope, and another at 

Kal l ion . 3 0 9 

The presence of a courtyard garden, a subject extensively covered in the Chapter on Athens, 

is also of interest.310 One may have existed in the Hellenistic house of the Archives at Kallion and 

in the Vil la at Stroggyle. At Kallion the simple raised mosaic floor, was perhaps small open-air 

courtyard. It was adorned with marble perirrhanterion and a tree which grew at its N E corner — 

identified by the plaster poured into the openings left by the tree roots (Pl. 114 d) . 3 1 1 At the 

Stroggyle villa, on the other hand, the discovery of a terracotta flowerpot fragment suggests that 

potted plants were used to adorn this vi l la . 3 1 2 

public, not private architecture. 

3 0 7 Hoepfher and Schwandner (1986) 115-6, Abb. 116; for a reconstruction of the Kassopean door see the 
marble tomb door from Kalydon (Pl. 16 b), idem 117, Abb. 117; the remains of wood examined from the 
Stymphalian example, indicate that oak and elm were used. Comparable bronze finials to those found at 
Stymphalia (Pl. 80 a-c) can be observed in a marble tomb door from the prothalamos of the Tomb of Hagia 
Paraskeue, Thessalonike (Pl. 79 a-c), Vokotopoulou (1995) 98-9; iron bosses on the other hand were found in 
the corridor house at Elea, AA 43 (1988) 349; a bronze boss was excavated from House C in the Bantalouka 
plot, Ambrakia,^) 35 (1980) 310. 

3 0 8 AA 45 (1990) 247, pl. 110 c; fragment of an ornate finial (part of a doorhandle ?) was discovered in 
Ashlar House at Stymphalos and of course more elaborate examples are found in Macedonian tombs (Pl. 75 
a-c). 

3 0 9 Dakaris (1977) 145-6, points out that it may have also been a base for wooden dining table. 

3 1 0 See Chapter 1, Athens, supra 53 ff. 

3 1 1 Themelis (1979) 277. 

3 1 2 The find spot is not mentioned, AA 48 (1993) 285. 
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The above evidence indicates that our traditional image of the common unpretentious 

Hellenic courtyard must be re-evaluated. In addition to the various sculptural and garden 

ornaments included among the domestic fhrnishings are the glassware and terracotta plaques, which 

decorated the walls of homes, and decorative relief lamps.3 1 4 Household pottery included numerous 

finds of Arretine and terra sigillata wares from Leukas, Ambrakia, Nikopolis, Masklenitsa, etc. 

which attest to the early contacts between Italy and western Greece.3 1 5 Other household furrushings 

include more elaborate decorative klinai, as suggested by the remains of bronze fulcra from Yitane, 

Thesprotia, and caskets of the type that commonly appear on reliefs and were used to store 

valuables.317 Precious household items may also have been hidden in crypts like the one found 

beneath the floor of room i in house 5 at Kassope that was constructed out of six Early Hellenistic 

Corinthian roof tiles. 3 1 8 Cellars were a characteristic element of the Classical and Hellenistic houses 

Tree roots in the courtyards may have been overlooked by excavators in the past, or perhaps they were 
planted in pots, like those found in the gardens of the Hephaesteion and in houses at Olynthos, Chapter 1, 
Athens, supra 56, n. 163; literary evidence, Aristophanes (Thesmophoriazusae, 489), indicates that often a 
laurel tree was planted next to the entranceway of a Greek household. 

3 1 4 Numerous glass fragments were found in the Stroggyle villa, AA 48 (1993) 282-3; for terracotta plaques 
from the Kotsarida plot see, AA 35 (1980) 309. The type of relief decoration is not mentioned; for decorative 
relief lamps in the Stroggyle villa see, AA 49 (1994) 385, pi. 126 d; for Leukas see, Fiedler (1999) 421. 

315 Arretine ware found at House 1 in Kassope, Dakaris (1977) 147; at Grammenon in Ioannina, AA 27 
(1972) 446; at Ambrakia, Apotope plot, and Gelarake plot, AA 45 (1990) 244, however, the Arretine ware, or 
imitation Arretine ware have mistakenly been assigned in the reports to the first decades of the 2nd century 
BC, see also supra n. 141; at the Masklenitsa villa the terra sigillata wares date from the end of the 1st 
century BC to the third quarter of the 1st century AC, some have been associated with Arezzo, and one 
perhaps comes from the factory of Umbricius at Arezzo, AA 49, (1994) 427, n. 32. 

3 1 6 It should be pointed out that this structure perhaps served some public function, AA 44 (1989) 304, pi. 
169 a, b, c; however, elaborate fulcra oi klinai were found at Dion. These were of a Hellenistic date, but 
belonged to an antique Mine discovered in the Villa of Dionysos at Dion, Pandermalis (1996) 212. 

3 1 7 In the courtyard building at Yitane, Thesprotia, the remains of cedar wood found in one of the rooms 
were perhaps were part of a casket once used to store papyrus rolls as suggested by the large number of seals 
found in the room, AA 44 (1989) 305. 

3 1 8 It was located in room, "beneath the threshold and the floor of the Roman destruction of 167 BC,"...and 
valuables may have been hidden here after the subjugation of Epeiros in 168 BC and recovered after the 
catastrophe of 167 BC, according to Dakaris (1980) 31-2. The tiles were dated, to around the end of the 4th to 
the beginning of the 3rd century, based on the letter style of one inscribed roof tile with the name of the 
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of Megara and continued in use into the Roman period, perhaps for the storage of wine, produce or 

11 q 

possibly even valuables. 

S U M M A R Y 

Within the past 20 years numerous Roman period sites have been identified in Epeiros. 

Given the primarily rural character of the region a local variant of the Hellenic courtyard house 

prevailed in this area, such as the hearthroom (herdraumhaus) or wing-room type (jlvgelhofliaus). 

In addition, in urban centres and for those citizens of substantial means, the more sophisticated 

peristyle unit was perhaps a popular choice. Albeit a late comer to this area, its appearance, as 

demonstrated, is closely associated with the socio-economic changes that took place in this 

primarily closed agrarian society of N W Greece during the early Roman period (146-27 BC). 

Second, for the Italian element of the population residing here and the local elite a form of the 

Italian-type domus unit should also be included among the types of domestic plans in this region 

(atrium units and villae rusticae). Nikopolis, in fact, judging from the popularity of Roman 

construction techniques found in the public monuments, the private mausolea, and the Villa of 

Antoninus, may be a promising site for the study of western type dwellings on the Greek mainland. 

Third, evidence suggests that local mosaic schools of the early Roman period, possibly working 

from western copy books, but with local materials, combined local and western themes. 

Consequently, the black-and-white Italian mosaics, which subsequently appear at other Greek sites 

(i.e. Patras), may not have been executed by foreign mosaic schools. These mosaics were perhaps 

creations of Greek workshops that had experimented with Italian designs; on the other hand, the 

appearance of opus spicatum floors suggests the presence of skilled workers from the west. They 

could have been either, skilled colonists who had made Epeirus their home or imported skilled 
archon, 'EDI KEPKIQNOE'; Dakaris (1989) 56. 
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workmen assigned to an important public commission. Furthermore, evidence indicates that the use 

of pebbles persisted into Roman times in the peripheral areas of the Greek mainland. The types of 

materials employed in mosaic pavements were dictated no doubt by the financial and social status 

of the owner. Fourth, during the Roman period, Roman construction techniques and building 

methods were used in conjunction with local materials and practices. 

hi conclusion, N W Greece appears to have been an important region where early contacts, 

via its major port cities (Bouthrotum, Ambrakia), with the Italian mainland provided a gateway for 

the transfer of artistic and architectural trends, in both directions. The creation, therefore, of a 

significant port (Nikopolis) in this region by Augustus possibly contributed — along with the other 

major Roman colonial foundations of Achaia ~ to the dissemination of Italian architectural and 

artistic influences throughout Roman Greece. 

App. 39 c; AA 32 (1977) 30; AA 34 (1979) 54, 56, fig. 16. 
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CONCLUSION 

In light of the evidence presented - and despite the absence of published material and the 

various problems outlined in the introduction to this thesis - it is evident from this survey that 

dwellings in the Roman province of Achaia and Epeiros were eclectic both in plan, construction 

techniques, materials and adornment. This eclecticism is associated closely with political, 

historical, geographical, and social forces that varied from city to city. Furthermore, the study 

clearly shows that at least two major phases within the development of Roman period dwellings can 

be distinguished. The starting point for each phase, in fact, closely coincides with the 

commencement of two empire wide economic revivals, each instigated by two of the most 

significant imperial figures, Augustus and Hadrian. For Epeiros, however, there is an additional, 

earlier phase, 167/146 B C to 27 B C , at which time this region became part of the Roman province 

of Macedonia. 

In the early Roman period — an era of economic growth and development for most cities — 

the evolution of the domestic plan and adornment was not homogeneous. At some sites dwellings 

were constructed according to more humble and local traditional practices, while at others western 

trends prevailed. In Athens and in other more isolated areas, such as Stymphalos and the region of 

Epeiros, the courtyard house (with or without peristyle) appears to have been the dominant plan. In 

the case of Epeiros, the hearth room and/or the proaulion were often the distinguishing elements of 

the courtyard unit, while concurrently a new element, the peristyle, was introduced. In addition to 

the courtyard unit, a corridor-type home was also identified in Epeiros (Grammenon) and a 

comparable example was excavated at Sparta. 

At Corinth and Patras, on the other hand, the atrium dwelling was the dominant house-type, 

whereas the courtyard unit at Patras had a restricted presence. It was associated with industrial 

339 



activities and rural households where various agricultural activities took place. At Corinth, 

moreover, tenement structures were erected, while only a single example of a peristyle court was 

found, the Annex to Temple E . At Kenchreai another peristyle court was identified that belonged 

to the early Roman phase of the so-called 'Atrium Veneris.' And last, in the city of Sparta, both 

courtyard houses and the Italian-type atrium house were constructed. 

Other domestic elements include the classical andron with or without a raised ledge, which 

is associated primarily with the early phase (2nd and 1st centuries B C ) of the region of Epeiros 

(Leukas, Kassope, Ambrakia). Furthermore, the continued maintenance and use of the 

Classical/Hellenistic andron throughout the Roman period at Athens reflects perhaps the owner's 

antiquarian interests. The Delian type broadroom/oecw5, on the other hand, exemplifies the typical 

form of the early Roman period dining space as identified at Athens, Kenchreai, Leukas and 

Ambrakia. In the cities of Patras and Corinth though, the triclinium, the Roman type of dining 

room par excellence, was introduced. Consequently, the origins of the triclinium in Greece must be 

sought in the colony cities and in other areas where large numbers of Roman colonists and 

businessmen settled. From such centres this novel form of dining environment quickly spread 

throughout the cities of the Hellenic mainland thereby becoming the dominant architectural type by 

the 2nd century. 

In the second Roman phase, a period of wealth and economic prosperity, there was a more 

uniform development of spatial and decorative elements, despite the diversity of the domestic plan 

from one city to another. These trends of course were not confined to Greece but can be identified 

throughout the Roman Empire. The size of dwellings increased and an emphasis was placed on 

opulence and the introduction of various amenities, such as garden peristyles, atria, fountains, 

private balnea and nymphaea. Large sprawling villas with multiple courtyards emerged, while 
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impluvia were transformed into planters with fountains (Patras and Sparta). In Athens, in fact, 

secondary bicolumnar courtyards were introduced to the favoured peristyle dwellings, and perhaps 

even Roman architectural elements such as the peristyle garden atrium. Other western elements 

include the appearance of the Roman corridor/portico villa, identified at Stroggyle, Epeiros, while 

most importantly the apse became an important element in domestic architecture. This structural 

form is commonly associated with reception rooms/lecture halls (Athens, Sparta, Patras) or bathing 

areas (Patras) and was perhaps incorporated within private architecture during the 2nd century, or 

even as early as the 1st century A C at Patras. This latter date in fact coincides with the 

incorporation of the apse into the domestic plans of the Italian mainland. 

Other general features include the preference for either single or two storey units, and even 

multiple levels, as in the case of the tenement structures at Corinth. Entranceways varied from 

household to household, from examples of direct entrances into courtyards, to corridor entrances, 

vestibules and the bicolumnar porch (Patras). O f interest, in particular, is the bicolumnar porch. 

Despite the fact that it appears in the Hellenistic houses of Pella (House of Dionysos), its presence 

at Patras, where it functioned as an entrance to an atrium house, may be associated with arrival of 

western colonists. Likewise the portico, which once graced the exterior of Roman period dwellings 

(Stroggyle Epeiros, Baltanetto Naousa), is found in a domestic context from as early as the 

Hellenistic period (Vergina, Delos). These later, Roman period examples, however, may not be 

directly associated with those of the Hellenistic period. On the contrary, they appear, in fact, to 

have been inspired from western plans, those of seaside villas. Other elements associated with 

entranceways are the prothyron and proaulion found in some Epeirote dwellings, and most 

importantly, a second (Corinth, Kephallonia, Stroggyle) or even third (Patras) subsidiary entrance, 

which appeared in the early Roman period remodelling of residences and provided access to main 
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streets and alleyways. It should be stressed, however, that secondary entrances were by no means 

unknown in Classical Greek houses as suggested by the literary evidence where according to Lysias 

(Against Eratosthenes, 15) Damnippus' house had a front and back entrance. 

Eclecticism as we would expect is also evident in the types of building materials and 

construction techniques employed during the Roman period, which varied from region to region or 

within a site itself. Common in the first phase were the re-use of Hellenistic walls and architectural 

spolia that were incorporated into the foundations of Roman structures. The basic wall-type 

consisted of a local, stone rubble socle bound with mortar and a mud brick superstructure. Partition 

walls were either of mud brick (Sparta, Corinth), pise (Corinth), or of stone rubble (Epeiros). Slight 

variations were found at Sparta where tile fragments were incorporated into the stone rubble, while 

in earthquake zones, such as Kassope, wooden frames strengthened the mud brick walls; such a 

practice was perhaps also observed at other sites for which we have no surviving evidence. In 

addition to the local building practices Roman construction methods, which included opus 

Africanum (Corinth), opus quasi-reticulatum, and opus reticulatum (Patras), were also introduced 

and as in the case of Patras, were the dominant wall types. 

In the second Roman period (2 n d century A C to A D 267) one notices an increase in the use 

of western building techniques and materials. Baked brick is favoured. Opus testacaeum and opus 

mixtum for example were common in the domestic architecture of Patras, Kenchreai, Corinth and 

possibly Nikopolis; but in general brick is used sporadically or not at all in private architecture 

elsewhere, where traditional materials were employed (Athens, Sparta, and some Epeirote sites). 

The availability of material, cost and local customs dictated the use of brick from site to site. It 

should perhaps be emphasized that the baked brick which appeared in Epeiros as early as the late 

4th century B C was a local phenomenon and reserved selectively for hearths, floors, window and 
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door frames, and in areas were structural support was needed. The use of brick in wall 

construction, however, as identified in the 2nd century A C Vil la of Antoninus at Nikopolis was due 

purely to Roman influence. The application of Italian building techniques at Patras, Kenchreai and 

Corinth, points to the presence of foreign workmen among the group of colonists who settled here 

and who consequently established local workshops at these sites. B y the 2nd century, however, 

these Italian types of construction techniques (primarily opus testaceum and opus mixtum) had 

acquired a provincial character. They were no longer used as a decorative wall facing, but served a 

structural purpose and were therefore solid throughout (Nikopolis, Lechaion villa). 

In the area of wall and floor decorations the absence at most sites of published and dated 

material makes it difficult to establish a chronological sequence, but the types of wall surfaces 

favoured during this period can be clearly defined. It is evident from the brief reports that a wide 

range of decorative options existed: plastered and painted monochrome surfaces, marble 

revetments, or a combination of marble and wall frescoes, the incrustratio technique (marble dado, 

built stuccoed pilasters dividing painted plaster panels), and glass panels (Corinth, Patras). Simple 

whitewashed surfaces were appropriate for the service areas and the least important areas of the 

household. Monochrome red and or yellow walls appear to have been popular in the androns 

(Athens, Epeiros) of the early Roman period. Marble revetments (Sparta), on the other hand, were 

commonly associated with areas exposed to dampness, such as atria, baths, nymphaea (Lechaion 

villa) and generally the larger wealthier establishments. 

O f primary interest in wall adornment is the study of fresco decoration. Recent excavations 

at Corinth have produced a wealth of decorative wall plaster that provides the grounds for the 

establishment of a chronological sequence (from the 1st to the 3rd centuries A C ) which can assist in 

the dating of frescoes from other sites. First, an imitation Second Pompeiian Style appears in the 
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latter part of the 1st century at Corinth and Patras, followed by a type of Third Style (Corinth) and a 

pre-Hadrianic type of a Fourth Pompeiian Style in Athens. In the 2nd and 3rd centuries, however, 

the panelled wall style was extremely popular. Its basic composition included a dado of marble 

orthostates that supported either plain or figural panels framed by decorative bands. A n all-marble 

version of this style (dado, white cornice and alternating white and grey or white and green panels) 

was excavated in a Patraean villa. This panelled wall style, in particular, may have its roots in the 

local Hellenic tradition. Despite the fact that examples from Patras have not survived, the fresco 

panels (of alternating red and blue-grey sections in imitation of marble) excavated in the House of 

the Archives at Kallion, confirm the presence of this wall style on mainland Greece from the early 

Hellenistic period. In addition to these wall adornments alternative decorative wall elements, such 

as the wall (niche) mosaics (opus musivum) from Patras and the opus sectUe glass wall and window 

decorations from Corinth and Patras, owe their origins to western parallels. 

Floor pavements were also chosen based on the function of the room, the wealth of the 

owner, the availability of material and regional traits. Packed clay or earth surfaces, lime mortar, 

gravel or tile chips embedded in mortar, were common utilitarian floor types throughout the Roman 

period and were found in the service areas of the household, courtyards or humbler domains. Tile 

floors were common in hypocaust and bathing areas (Sparta) while the rhomboid shaped brick floor 

tile (Corinth, Stymphalos) was favoured in the Roman period in general. Courtyards were paved in 

flagstone (Ambrakia) or in a coarse mosaic (Kassope, Athens) while later in the 2nd century marble 

plaques were used (Athens). 

In the early Roman period material evidence to date suggests that the mosaic pavements in 

the courtyards and other important rooms of the household were rudimentary, coarse and varied 

from site to site. In Athens the simple irregular marble chip pavements were popular into the 2nd 
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century A C , while at Sparta irregular coarse tesserae in limited colours were used. Patterns 

followed either the all-over carpet style in the western tradition, or the Hellenistic style, which 

consisted of a central motif, such as the rosette medallion and the wave crest in white and blue 

tesserae, and/or red tile on a white ground. At Epeiros, mosaic pavements employed a variety of 

materials, such as tile chips, river pebbles, stone chips, and ostraca. Simple geometric designs were 

favoured and the surface at times was painted red. A local red-and-white technique (white pebbles 

and tile chips) developed in this region. The rural, rustic character of these northwestern Greek 

mosaics is represented by the wealth of materials utilized and the persistent use of pebbles down to 

Augustan times; such an example was also found at Patras. 

Sophisticated mosaics, on the other hand, appeared perhaps as early as the 1st century A C at 

Corinth (Roman villa, and Anaploga) and possibly Patras (not dated). Furthermore, purely Roman 

style pavements, such as the opus spicatum (Patras and Masklenitsa villa), opus figlinum and opus 

signinum techniques (at Patras), point to foreign artisans operating at these sites, whereas the black-

and-white mosaic (with black motifs on a white ground) from Ambrakia may reflect the attempts of 

a local workshop to produce upon demand western designs from copy-books for foreign clients or 

the local elite. 

There is also a continued interest in preserving earlier Classical/Hellenistic pebble mosaic 

floors in Roman Athens and Corinth. Concurrently among the affluent members of society opus 

sectile pavements, for the most important room/s of the household (e.g. grand reception areas), 

became popular in the 2nd century and, perhaps, as early as the 1st century at Patras. The most 

common type of decorative floor pavement, however, were the tessellated geometric pavements 

(intersecting circles, trellis, key-pattern, etc.) which appeared in an all-over carpet design or in 

panels. They are associated with the strict Italian black-and-white geometric pavements — 
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examples of which have been found at Patras and Sparta — and were executed, as commonly 

pointed out, in the black-white-and-red technique. This perhaps is a misnomer since blue rather 

than black tesserae (Corinth, Nikopolis, Athens, Sparta), or blue and blue/black (Patras), were used. 

In addition to this, the black-white-and-red technique, commonly identified as a Greek version of 

the Italian black-and-white are also found on the Italian mainland. The designs utilized belong to a 

basic repertoire common throughout the empire, but at each site these designs acquired a local 

character. At Sparta for example, along with the purely western motifs unique local patterns 

developed and extra colours were included ~ such green and yellow — that reflect the existence of a 

significant local school. 

Along with the biochrome pavements elaborate polychrome geometric patterns with vine 

and scroll patterns, from the Hellenistic tradition, were also in demand (Corinth, Stroggyle and 

Ladochori) as were the polychrome figural panels. At Sparta (and perhaps Athens) these 

emblemata were limited in the 2nd century but became popular in the 3rd; whereas at Corinth, 

Thyreatis and possibly Patras they were favoured earlier, at least by the 2nd century and perhaps as 

early as the 1st century. In the choice of subject matter private patronage may have played a 

significant role and possibly influenced local workshops, as suggested by the 'Aeneas and Dido' 

mosaic pavement in the Vil la of Herodes at Thyreatis, or by the inscribed gladiatorial scene from a 

house at Neophytou Street, Patras. The themes selected, whether they be unique or part of a 

common generic repertoire found throughout the empire (such as the head of Dionysos in a 

radiating circle, Nilotic scenes, seas-scapes), reflect the owner? s social class, pastimes, and 

religious affiliations. Furthermore, they exhibit various aspects of city life, trade and agricultural 

activities as well as sources of economic wealth. In addition to these factors, the function of the 

room was also taken into consideration in the selection of a mosaic theme. Sea creatures, for 
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example were appropriate for atria or fountain areas (Patras, Sparta), while Dionysiac themes, 

animal panels (xenia) and hunting scenes were suitable for dining rooms. 

In summary, wall decorations and floor pavements display both numerous western 

influences and at the same time a local diversity, stemming from the Hellenistic tradition. This 

amalgamation of eastern and western trends reflects an individualism, which strongly supports the 

theory for the existence of important local schools in the Roman province of Achaia. Future 

excavations and studies will assist in creating a chronological sequence of patterns and identifying 

local diversities and links between workshops. 

A final aspect of the dwelling where Roman influences can be detected among the homes of 

the elite, from at least the 1st century A C , is the interior adornment. Evidence for the Romanization 

of domestic surroundings is clearly seen in the addition of private portraiture within the households 

of the well-to-do. This practice marks a turning point in the development of interior decoration and 

points to the widespread influences of Roman social practices, primarily self-aggrandizement, 

among the local elite (Athenian, Sparta, Corinth and Patras). In fact, there is evidence at Corinth, at 

least, for the importation of veristic portraits in the early years of the colony. 

A n increased trend towards the Romanization of domestic surroundings was observed in the 

second Roman period with the introduction of garden atria, the transformation of impluvia into 

gardens, peristyle gardens and fountains and fountain rooms. Along with these modifications an 

array of figural garden sculpture, such as tables for the display of statuary ~ divine, private 

portraiture and animal sculpture - perirrhanteria, fountains, basins and statue bases that reflect 

western practices, complete the decorative assemblage of a Roman period household. Caution, 

however, should be exercised and the temptation to attribute all sculptural domestic adornment 

(tables, perirrhanteria, sculpture) at all sites to Italian influences, should be avoided. True, in the 
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case of Roman colonies like Patras and Corinth it is logical to assume that the new comers adorned 

their homes according to western tradition, and that the practice of erecting private portraiture in the 

homes of the well-to-do, at all cities of this period, was indisputably a western custom. 

Concurrently, however, one must keep in mind that prior to Roman intervention the Greek 

household of the Hellenistic period was not devoid of interior adornment (e.g. perirrhanterion in 

House of Archives, Kallion; herms, sculpture and altars at Athens, Priene, Delos). Consequently, 

the herms, perirrhanteria, and sculpture in the round displayed within the household (Sparta, 

Athens) were part of a trend towards private luxury that originated long ago in the late Classical 

Athens and continued into Hellenistic and Roman times. 

In conclusion, the similarities and divergences of house plans, construction techniques, and 

adornment observed among the cities of the Roman Province of Achaia, and those of the Italian 

mainland can be attributed to various historical and socio-political factors. In the case of the civitas 

libera of Athens, the origins of the citizen body, which was made up essentially of local inhabitants 

and some foreigners from both the east and west - namely scholars, officials, negotiatores and 

tourists ~ justifies the predominance of the Hellenic courtyard house. Visitors, primarily from the 

east with the creation of the Panhellenion in the 2nd century A C , came for financial or political 

reasons, or to study and acquire an education in this renowned centre of intellect. Athenians and 

foreign scholars, therefore, had antiquarian interests and strove to preserve the city's ancestral 

heritage as confirmed by the literary and archaeological data. Cicero (ad Familiares, 13 1.3-4) for 

example, expressed this scholarly concern by requesting that his friend Memmius not demolish 

what remained of Epicurus' house. 

The dominant Italian elements, on the other hand, in the domestic plan of the colonia civitas 

of Corinth are justifiable given the origins of the city's inhabitants who were composed primarily of 
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colonists (Roman freedmen, possibly Greek speakers, the urban poor and veterans) and local 

inhabitants (Strabo, 8.6.23). To this original nucleus as Plutarch (Moralia, 831a) observes, a 

substantial group of Roman negotiatores, moneylenders, and brokers were later added. This large 

inflow of foreigners from the west explains the use of the Roman monetary system, the Latin 

language for public inscriptions, the dominance of western wares (Italian Sigillata) during the early 

Roman period, and the appearance of the Italian-type of domus. On the other hand, future 

excavations may also bring to light examples of the Hellenic courtyard houses that would represent 

the Greek speaking, local, element of the city's inhabitants. 

As for Patras, the large number of atrium units does not come as a surprise, although one 

would also expect to find a substantial number of courtyard units, given the local elements in her 

population. It was after all a dual community, designated both as a colony and a free city. Strabo 

(8.7.5; 10.2.21) and Pausanias (7.18.7), in fact, make it clear that she was inhabited by locals 

through synoecism of the surrounding communities and by the veterans from the battle of Actium. 

Funerary inscriptions identify these veterans as soldiers from the 10th and 12th legions, the 

Equestris and Fulminata. Archaeological remains, on the other hand, such as gladiatorial reliefs, 

Roman funerary monuments and local coins depicting the legionary emblemata from the time of 

Claudius to the reign of Geta, reflect a strong Roman presence in this polls. Furthermore, the 

western origins of the these legions, and the subsequent arrival of Italian merchants in the early 2nd 

century as well as the close proximity of Patras to Italy - which incidentally lies along a major east-

west transhipment route - justify the presence and dominance of Roman construction techniques, 

house plans and adornment. 

Moreover, the survival and continued presence of the atrium outside of Italy, down to Late 

Antiquity, may also be closely connected with wealth and prestige, retained perhaps as a status 
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symbol and/or a symbol of one's origins or ethnic identity. The atrium therefore became an 

emblem of Romanitas, initially used to stress one's origins and, perhaps, to distinguish a Roman 

citizen/colonists from the local Hellenic elements and foreigners residing at Patras. This theory 

could illustrate why the Roman-type of domus persisted at Patras and at other sites (Corinth, 

Philippi) during the Roman period and into Late Antiquity, despite the fact that it was no longer 

fashionable in Italy. 

Interestingly enough in the civitas libera of Sparta the presence of the atrium house comes 

as somewhat of a surprise in a city where foreigners from the west — Roman officials and 

negotiatores — did not reside on a permanent basis. The close political ties, however, such as the 

strong patron/client bonds that developed between Spartan elite and some of the most powerful and 

influential families of Rome, the acquisition of Roman citizenship by certain aristocratic families, 

Sparta's long lasting and continuous philo-roman relations since 146 B C , and her cultural appeal 

that attracted many western tourists/scholars, are factors which appear to have played a role in the 

Romanization process of the Spartan elite. Consequently, the preference for the Italian-type domus 

in this city seems to have originated from this elite group. In time, the plan may have subsequently 

been adopted by the wealthy Spartans as a status symbol and as an expression of their loyalty to 

Rome, their patron; in the hopes, perhaps of procuring more citizenship titles. 

And last, the region of Epeiros illustrates the diversity that must have existed in domestic 

design within Greece as a consequence of Roman colonisation (e.g. at Thesprotia and possibly 

Nikopolis), trade and commerce. In the early Roman period (146 - 27 BC) when contacts with 

Rome were limited, we find an adherence to traditional local building practices that continued in 

the Hellenistic tradition as represented by the local variants of the Hellenic courtyard house and 

corridor unit (Leukas, Grammenon, Kassope, Ambrakia). While at the same time dwellings 
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constructed in the 3r and 4 centuries B C were continuously occupied throughout this period. 

Furthermore, there is no evidence as yet for purely Roman domestic designs, adornment or building 

techniques, despite the fact that literary and epigraphic references (Cicero, ad Atticum 7. 2.3-4 and 

Varro, de Rustica JJ, Prologue, 6. U, 1.2) bear witness to the existence of large agricultural estates of 

the Italian synepeirotai, and to the establishment of Roman colonies (e.g. Photicensis, Thesprotia). 

In the second and third Roman periods the presence of the atrium unit and Roman building 

techniques (opus testacaeum, opus reticulatum, opus mixtum) at Nikopolis, and the villae rusticae 

in the surrounding region do not come as a surprise. Nikopolis after all was Augustus' victory city, 

an important east-west transhipping route frequented by Italian merchants, travellers and resident 

students at the school of Epictetus. 

These observations, although tentative, provide at least a partial exegesis for the absence of 

uniformity observed in the house plans of the Roman province of Achaia. Future research on the 

domestic plans and adornment of the surrounding regions (Macedonia, Thrace, Aegean Islands, 

Crete and Asia Minor) will permit a documentation of the development and evolution of the 

Hellenic dwelling in the Mediterranean basin during the Roman period. This study will examine 

not only the various foreign influences that these structures were subject to, but also their impact on 

neighbouring dwellings in the Balkans, North Africa, Middle East and in the West. Consequently, 

the resulting material evidence when properly assessed and published will serve as a valuable tool, 

and thereby a starting point for research into other related fields of study, both historical and 

ethnographic, such as domestic economy, ethnicity and social history. 
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APPENDIX 

CATALOGUE OF DOMESTIC STRUCTURES IN ACHAIA AND EPEIROS 

ATTICA 

ATHENS 

COURTYARD HOUSE: 

1. House N , Industrial District; Date: 1st century A C ; Young (1951) 272-6 figs. 23-4; Thompson 
and Wycherley (1972) 183-4, figs. 40, 45. 

2. House O, Industrial District; Date: later part of 1st century A C ; Young (1951) 276-7, fig. 1. 

3. House Q, Industrial District; Date: end of 1st century B C and 1st century A C remodeling; 
Thompson (1948) 168-9; Young (1951) 277, fig. 1. 

4. House R, Industrial District; Date: early 1st century A C ; Thompson (1948) 168-9; Young 
(1951)277, fig. 1. 

5. House P, Industrial District; Date: 2nd to early 3rd centuries A C ; Thompson (1948) 168-9; 
Young (1951) 277, fig. 1. 

6. House of the Parrot Mosaic, south of the Areopagus; Date: 4th century B C -> Late Roman 
times, mosaic pavement of the 2nd century A C ; Thompson (1966) 53, pis. 18 a-b; Thompson and 
Wycherley (1972) 185. 

7. Houses in housing block along north foot of Areopagus; Date: Classical but occupied into 
Roman times; Thompson (1959) 102-3, pis. 16-7; Travlos (1971) 396-7, fig. 509, 511. 

8. Remains of a courtyard (?) house, black-white-and-red tessellated mosaic pavement, at 
Chatzemichale 3 Str.; Date: Roman; AD 40 (1985) 15. 

9. Remains of a courtyard house in housing block east of 'philosophical school B', section A A 
(for location of this section see, Shear, Sr. (1937) 335, fig. 2); Date: 4th century -> to 86 B C and 
reoccupied in the 'late Roman period'; Shear, Sr. (1939) 217-8. 

PERISTYLE HOUSE: 

10. Partial peristyle House of the Greek Mosaic, south of the Areopagus; Date: ca. 300 B C to -> 
Late Roman; Thompson (1966) 52-3, pis. 17 a-b; Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 181-2, fig. 
44, pl. 89. 

11. Peristyle House of'Aristodemos,' south slope of Areopagus; Date: Roman but plan follows 
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Hellenistic predecessor, follows 4th c. B C plan; Dorpfeld's (1894) 504; Judeich (1931) 196-201, 
299, Abb. 18, 36; Thompson (1966) 51-2; Travlos (1971) 392, 401, fig. 520. 

12. Peristyle house with fountain and garden (?), on N W slope of the Areopagus; Date: 
Hellenistic -> A D 267, rebuilt in the 4th century A C ; Shear, Sr. (1940) 272-3; Thompson (1968) 
69, fig. 12; Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 185, fig. 46; Frantz et al. (1988) 35; 

13. Two peristyle houses A and B, A with a second bi-columnar courtyard, east slope of the Hi l l 
of the Nymphs, from these houses also paneled wall decorations; Date: 2nd century A C , for wall 
decorations 2nd and 3rd centuries A C ; Thompson (1948) 169, pi. 47.2, (1949) 217-219, and 
(1957) 100-1; Travlos (1971) 395, fig. 508; Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 185, pi. 91, a-d. 

14. House with bi-columnar courtyard, next to the Themistoclean Wall and near the Dipyldn 
Gate; Date: Roman (2nd century AC?) ; Koumanoudes (1874-75) 18-9 and two plans. 

15. House with shops, northeast corner of the Agora; Date: Hadrianic, after the construction of 
the Basilica, original plan Hellenistic; Shear, Jr. (1973) 143-4, fig. 2. 

16. House with colonnaded facade, the Library of Pantainos, S E corner of the Agora; Date: early 
Roman/Roman; Shear, Jr. (1973) 385-98, figs. 6, 7; Camp (1986) 187-91; Camp (1989) 50-1, 
figs. 1, 2; Camp (2001) 196-8, fig. 190. 

17. House at Erechtheiou and Dionysiou Areopagitou Strs., south slope of the Acropolis; Date: 
2nd century A C ; Meliades (1955) 50-2, pi. 9 a. 

18. Vi l la (?) along the road leading to the Academy, next to the Demosion Sema; Date: 2nd 
century A C ; Koumanoudes (1871-72) 7, and apian; Dontas (1971) 21-25. 

19. Peristyle (?) house north of the Olympieion; Date: 4th century B C with Roman period 
remodeling; Vanderpool (1960) 268, fig. 3; for plan, Travlos (1971) 292, fig. 380. 

G A R D E N C O U R T Y A R D : 

20. Garden courtyard, and square room (7.04 x 7.28 m) with terrazzo floor, lower slopes of Hi l l 
of Nymphs; Date: Roman, pre-Herulian; Thompson (1957) 99-101. 

21. A garden peristyle atrium (?) (or just a garden courtyard), along the North Slope of the 
Areopagus; Date: 4th century A C , but perhaps following a pre-Herulian plan (?); Frantz et al. 
(1988) 35-6, pis. 24 a, 25 a. 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S : 

22. Domestic remains, House A and B , part of a neighborhood beneath Hadrian's Library, 
remains of a stone-paved courtyard, rooms, wall paintings (part of a lamp stand on a red band); 
Date: two phases, late Hellenistic (end of the 2nd/early 1st centuries B C ) to first quarter of 2nd 
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century A C , before the construction of Hadrian's Library; House B , end of 1st century to 
beginning of 2nd centuries A C ; AD 44 (1989) 13; AD 45 (1990) 16, pl. 11 a; AD 49 (1994) 18-
20, fig. \;AR (1999-2000) 12-13. 

23. Domestic remains, Houses A and B , three rooms, wall paintings with linear designs and in 
imitation of marble revetments, white tesserae mosaic, at the junction of Dionysiou Areopagitou 
35 and Kallispere 16; Date: early Roman; linear wall paintings of House A -> 2nd to 3rd 
centuries A C ; room in houses A and B with late Roman wall paintings, 3rd century A C ; AR 
(1998-99) 7, figs. 8-9; AD 48 (1993) 35-9, fig. 1, pis. 20 a-b. 

24. House U, unknown plan, with shop/s, Industrial District; Date Roman, 1st and 2nd centuries 
A C ; Young (1951) 279, fig. 1. 

25. Houses S and T, S with mosaic floors, unknown plans, Industrial District; Date: early 3rd 
century -> A D 268; Thompson (1948) 168-9; Young (1951) 278-9, fig. 1. 

26. Domestic remains along the Themistoclean Wall and near the Dipylon Gate; Date: Roman 
(?); Koumanoudes (1874-75) 18-9 and two plans. 

27. Domestic remains, cornice and ceiling panels, and polychrome geometric and figural (figural 
panel now gone) mosaic pavement of triclinium, along west slope of the Kolonos; Date: Roman; 
Thompson (1948) 170, pl. 47.2 

28. Domestic remains with shops, north side of Agora; Date: before the construction of the 
Hadrianic basilica; Shear, Jr. (1973) 137. 

29. Scanty remains of large philosophical school/s (?), south of the Agora and northeast slope of 
the Areopagus, Date: pre-Herulian; Frantz et al. (1988) 35-47; for continuous occupation of this 
area from Classical to Roman times see, Shear, Sr. (1939) 217-6. 

30. Remains of a philosophical school (?) on Makri Str., south of the Palladion; Date: late 
Roman remains, but may have been installed by the 2nd century A C ; Plutarch (de Exilio, 14); 
APIH, cols. 24, 36; 25, 8-9; 30, 9; AD 23 (1968) 73-5; AD 24 (1969) 56; Travlos (1974) 506-11, 
fig. 2. 

31. Domestic remains with apsidal room beneath the late Roman 'House of Proculos,' along the 
south slope of Acropolis; Date: pre-Herulian; Meliades (1955) 45-6, pl. 3 b - 4 a. 

32. Domestic remains, wells and walls, along the south slope of the Acropolis and south of the 
Odeion of Herodes; Date: Roman; Meliades (1957) 24; Charitonides (1973) 3, figs. 1-2. 

33. House in the Varvakeion Square, unknown plan, Northern Athens; Date: 2nd century A C ; 
Lange (1880) 271; Kourouniotes (1913) 199. 

34. Domestic (?) remains, mosaic pavement, north of Leophorou Olgas, in the area of Hadrian's 
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city/New Athens; Date: Roman; Stephanos (1889) 199; Koumanoudes (1889) 59. 

35. Domestic remains, mosaic pavement tessellated, cubes in perspective Sarre 9 Str.; Date: 1st 
century A C ?, but archaeological reports to the Hellenistic period; A D 24 (1969) 72-3, fig. 1, pi. 
60 b; Moorman and Swinkels (1983) 242, 249-51. 

36. Remains of a balneum, private (?), in the Angelopoulou plot south of the Acropolis, at the 
junction of Dionysiou Areopagitou, Parthenonos and Kallispere Strs.; Date: Augustan to just 
after mid 2nd century A C ; Dontas (1961/62) 88. 

E L E U S I S 

37. A dwelling with paneled wall paintings, possibly a sacred nature, 'House of the Kerykes," 
from the Sanctuary at Eleusis; Date: Hadrianic, 2nd century A C ; Philios (1888) 77-82, pis. 4-6; 
Kourouniotes (1933-35) 2; Mylonas (1961) 172-3, fig. 4, L I . 

37b. Domestic remains, area B below the House of the Kerykes and up to the north peribolos 
wall; Date: Roman Imperial; Mylonas (1961) 173, fig. 4. 

37c. Atrium/impluvium villa (26.5 x 13.50 m), two storey, geometric mosaic pavements, garden, 
wall paintings, marble revetment, outside of Peisistratean peribolos on south slope of hill; Date: 
Roman; Kourouniotis (1936) 34-40, figs. 1-9, plan 1; Mylonas (1961) 182-3, fig. 4, L30. 

37d. Domestic remains, wall foundations, open air areas with mosaic pavements, three cisterns 
south of the ancient road, at Persephone and Chatzidake Strs.; Date: Roman -> late Roman -> 
early Christian, first phase ends in A D 267; AD 48 (1993) 43-6; AR (1998-99) 13, fig. 13. 

37e. Domestic remains, rooms, at Peisistratou and Karoale Str.; Date: Roman; AD 32 (1977) 29. 

K E P H I S I A 

38. Vi l la estate of Herodes Atticus at Kephisia; Philostratus (Vitae Sophistarum, 2. 562); Aulus 
Gellius (Noctes Atticae, 1.2, 1-2); Dragoumes (1895) 186; AD 17 (1961-62) 29-30; Tobin (1997) 
211-39, fig. 42; Perry (2001) 461-2. 

M E G A R A 

39. Possible stone paved courtyard house, with rooms at Meletiou Zachariou Str.; Date: 1st 
century A C ; AD 33 (1978) 38. 

39b. Domestic remains, walls, at Mykenon 122; Date: Hellenistic to early Roman; AD 33 (1978) 
32. 

39c. Domestic remains, with rooms and cellars at Thebon 2 -Plateia Soteros - Thermopylon; 
Date: Hellenistic -> Roman; AD 32 (1977) 30. 
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P E I R A E U S 

40. Domestic (?) remains, mosaic pavement, from Peiraeus; Date: Roman; Philadelpheus (1894) 
112, pl. 4. 

M A R A T H O N 

41. Vi l la estate of Herodes Atticus at Marathon, dedicated to Regilla; Vanderpool (1970) 43-5. 

B O E T I A 

42. Remains of possible villa estates (mosaic pavements, walls, etc.) were identified by surveys 
at, Eutresis, Kreusis, Thisbe and Siphai; Date: Roman imperial; Alcock (1997) 292; for Eutresis 
see also, Goldman (1931) 265-70 and Kahrstedt (1954) 96; for Kreusis, Kahrstedt (1954) 96; for 
Thisbe, Kahrstedt (1954) 103, BCH AA (1920) 387-8, and Papadakis (1916) 217ff; for Siphai, 
Fossey (1988) 171. 

P E L O P O N N E S O S : 

A R G O S 

43. Domestic remains, Asklepiou Str.; Date: Hellenistic -> Roman -> late Roman; AD 20 (1965) 
158, pl. 140 b-d; ̂ 73 46 (1991) 89-90, 92, pl. 52 a-b; AD 50 (1995) 92-4, fig. 1, pl. 43 b. 

A S E A ( A R C A D I A ) 

44. Villas identified during Asea Valley Survey, one with a pottery kiln; Date: Roman; Blackman 
(1996-97) 29-30. 

C O R I N T H 

C O U R T Y A R D : 

45. Lechaion Vil la , remains of a courtyard, nymphaeum and summer dining area; Philadelpheus 
(1918) 125-35, fig. 1-9; Stikas (1957) 89-94, fig. 90, pis. 35-37; Ergon (1957) 53-58, figs. 56-60; 
Kosso (1996) 215, fig. 6. 

P E R I S T Y L E C O U R T Y A R D : 

46. Annex to Temple E ; Date: 1st century A C ; AD 18 (1963) 79; AD 19 (1964) 100, pl. 105 a; 
Anderson (1967) 1-12, fig. 1, pis. 1-6. 
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47. 'Atrium Veneris,' at Kenchreai; Date: phase 4 (ca end of 1st century B C ) and phase 5 (ca 
100); Scranton et al. (1978) 81-90, figs. 37-8, pis. 29-35 a; Ibrahim (1978) 91-8, pis. 34-8. 

ATRIUM/IMPLUVIUM: 

48. With bath and cult area, at ancient Corinth; Date: Roman; AR (1998-99) 21; Ergon YPPO 
(1997) 70. 

49. Panaghia Field Vil la, also fountain room, garden peristyle (?), mosaic pavements; Date: late 
2nd to mid 3rd centuries A C ; AR (1996-97) 18; AR (1997-98) 22-4; AR (1998-99) 21-2; Sanders 
(1999) 443-4, fig. 2. 

50. Anaploga Vil la, triclinium with mosaic pavement; Date: three Roman phases, A D 50 to 3rd 
century A C ; AD 18 (1963) 78-9; BCH (1963) 725-26; Hoskins Walbank (1997) 128, n. 116; 
Miller (1972) 332-54, figs. 1-3, pis. 65-73. 

51. Pano Magoula Vil la, two phases: an earlier villa Urbana and Rustica with peristyle courtyard 
(?), and a later atrium/impluvium villa; Date: first phase, lst-2nd centuries (?), second phase 3rd 
century A C (?); Pallas (1955) 201-16, figs. 1-8, pis. 70-3. 

TETRASTYLE ATRIUM: 

52. The Roman Vi l la at Corinth, figural and geometric mosaic pavements, at Cheliotomylos; 
Date: 1st / 2nd centuries A C ; Shear, Sr. (1930); for the mosaics (Hadrianic or Antonine) see also 
Waywell (1979) 293-321; Dunbabin (1999) 210, n. 6. 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

53. Tenement houses, shops, East of the Theatre; Date: lst-3rd centuries A C ; Williams, II and 
Zervos (1982) 128-32, pis. 37-46, (1983) 8-17 fig. 1., pl. 5, 21-30, (1985) 55-77, figs. 7-8, pis. 6-
18, (1986) 129-40, figs. 1, pis. 25-7, (1988) 120- 31, fig. 17, pis. 39-42, (1989) pis. 1-19, fig. 1, 
pis. 1-5; for frescoes, see Gadbery (1994) 47-64, figs. 1-15. 

54. 'House of the Opus Sectile Panel', east of the theatre; Date: lst-3rd centuries A C ; Williams 
and Zervos (1982) 133-5 pis. 43, (1983) 18-27, pl. 2, 6-10; Oliver (2001) 349-61. 

55. The Mosaic House, east side of South Basilica, three rooms and three mosaic pavements; 
Date: ca A D 200; Broneer (1935) 61, fig.l , pl. 17. 1-2; Weinberg (1960) 113-122, pis. 53-7. 

56. Domestic (?) remains, part of a settlement in the Anaploga area; Date: 3rd century A C and 
later;^Z) 18 (1963)79. 

57. Domestic remains (pottery, wells, walls) along the road to Lechaion north of the forum, 
exploratory trenches; Date: 2nd -> 3rd centuries A C ; Hoskins Walbank (1997) 127. 
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58. Domestic remains, walls, mosaic floors, one large villa, exploratory excavations on the lower 
plateau, west of the city and south of the amphitheater; Date; late 2nd -> 3rd centuries A C ; 
Hoskins Walbank (1997) 129. 

59. Domestic remains in the south and S E suburbs, Kraneon District; Date: Roman; Hoskins 
Walbank (1997) 128. 

D E S Y L L A (Messenia) 

60. Remains of a villa, mosaic pavement (charioteer); Date: Roman; AD 22 (1967), 21 206, pi. 
145 b. 

D Y M A I A 

61. Extensive remains of a possible villa rustica, at Dyme; Date: Roman; AR (1986-87) 22. 

E V A (Thyriates) 

62. Vi l la of Herodes Atticus, with atrium, hypostal hall, heroon, nymphaeum, mosaic pavements; 
Date: lst-2nd centuries A C ; Pritchett (1989) 84-90; Phaklaris (1990) 96-104; Blackman (1996-
97) 30-2, figs. 34-8; Ergon YPPO 2 (1998) 5, figs. 3-4; Ergon YPPO 3 (1999) 7, fig. 3-4. 

G Y T H E O N (Messenia) 

63. Roman house at Gytheon (rooms, mosaics and hypocaust) Kalkanakou plot; Date: Roman , 
possibly 'Late Roman'; AD 29 (1973-74) 292-294, fig. 5. 

63b. A possible peristyle atrium, with stepped impluvium (?), Katsanakou plot; Date: late 
Roman; AD 38 (1983) 95-7, fig. 3. 

H E R A E A (Arcadia) 

64. Remains of what appear to be a villa rustica, a series of rooms, a vestibule, mosaic 
pavements, a hypocaust, cistern (3.05 x 1.30 x 0.80 m), a system of drains, an aqueduct; Date: 
Roman; Philadelpheus (1931-32) 58-68, figs. 2-9, pis. 1. 

K O R O N E (Messenia) 

65. Vi l la (?) remains, vault mosaic, at Korone; Date: 2nd century; Valmin (1938) 470-1. 475; 
Waywell (1979) 299, #30 (mid 2nd century A C ) ; Hellenkemper Salies (1986) 272, (late 2nd 
century A C ) 

L O U S O I (Phournoi) 

66. Remains of Roman House, unidentified plan, over late Hellenistic peristyle house, Phourni; 
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Date: late Hellenistic -> 2nd century A C ; AR (1984-85) 23, fig. 27. 

MESSENE 

67. Urban villa with atrium, impluvium, tablinum, vestibulum (courtyard) (25 x 30 m), mosaic 
pavements; Date: 3rd or 4th centuries A C , two Roman phases, also Hellenistic remains 
incorporated into later Roman villa; Ergon (1999) 53-6, figs. 49-51. 

MESSENIA 

68. Survey, remains of possible villae rusticae, mosaics, baths, sculpture, etc., Messenia; Date: 
Roman; Alcock (1993) 68, Table, 6. 

MEGALOPOLIS 

69. Survey, remains of possible villae rusticae, mosaics, baths, sculpture, revetments, etc., at 
Megalopolis; Date: early Roman -> late Roman; Alcock (1993) 68, Table 6. 

PATRA 

COURTYARD HOUSE: 

70. Houses A and B , domestic workshops, Miaouli 55-57, Lower City; Date: two phases, finds 
from 1st to mid 3rd centuries A C ; AD 32 (1977) 86-87, 89. 

71. Korinthou 337, Lower City; Date: Roman (?); AD 30 (1975) 108. 

72. Tsamadou and Hypsylantou 245, Lower City; Date: Roman (?); AD 30 (1975) 106; AR 
(1983-84) 31. 

73. Workshop, Kanare 54 and Korinthou Strs., Lower City; Date: Roman (?); AD 32 (1977) 86-7, 
89. 

74. Partial domestic remains of a courtyard (?) dwelling, at Aetorraches 18, north of the Roman 
city and cemetery; Date: perhaps Roman; AD 43 (1988) 149. 

75. Farm house, with courtyard, hypocausts, mosaic pavement villa maritima along the coast at 
Akte Dymaion 12-14, Lower City; Date: Roman; AD 50 (1995) 205, fig. 10; Petropoulos (1994). 

76. Possible domestic remains, a courtyard with well and mosaic pavement, and a second 
courtyard with an impluvium (with an outer orthogonal and an inner octagonal surface), mosaic 
pavements (fish and birds/ geometric themes), at Kanare 48-52, Lower City: Date: continuous 
occupation from early to late Roman times; AD 34 (1979) 144, fig. 10, pl. 42. 

76b. Peristyle (?) courtyard, domestic (?), with mosaic pavement at Gounari 163, Upper City; 
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Date: Roman; AD 47 (1992) 130, fig. 130, pis. 40 a-b. 

ATRIUM/IMPLUVIUM: 

77. House with rooms, apsidal area with impluvium, apse, at Erenstrole 31-35, Upper City; Date: 
early Roman -> to 2nd century A C ; AD 33 (1978) 82-4, fig. 1, pis. 26-27 a-b. 

78. House with two impluvia, one L-shaped with a step, and rooms, at Kanakare 66-70, Lower 
City; Date: early Roman -> 2nd century A C ; AD 33 (1978) 87, pi. 28 c. 

79. House with two impluvia, mosaic pavement, at Hagiou Demetriou 93, Upper City; Date: 
Roman; AD 35 (1980) 174, fig. 1. 

80. House with mosaic paved atrium, at Boukaouri 5, Upper City; Date: Roman, possibly early 
2nd century A C for mosaic; AD 49 (1994) 215-17, fig. 6, pi. 71a. 

81. House with a possible impluvium, rooms, opus spicatum floor, at Ioannou Blachou 36 and 
Sachtoure, Lower City; Date: early Roman -> 4th century, 4 phases; AD 49 (1994) 210, fig. 4, 
pis. 70 a, b. 

82. House at Lontou 40, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 45 (1990) 129. 

83. House # 4, courtyard with, impluvium, and possible fountain room and/or atriumlimpluvium 
fountain room (room 4 a), at Korinthou, Miaouli, and Tsamadou Strs., Lower City; Date: early 
2nd century A C ; AD 29 (1973-74) 389, fig. A . 

84. House at Lontou 101-103, Upper City; Date: three Roman phases; AD 40 (1985) 108-9, 110, 

fig. 2. 

85. House B at Niketa 26-30 and Karatza 8, Upper City; Date: early 2nd century A C ; AD 29 
(1973-74) 364-6, fig. 2, pis. 227-9 c; AD 30 (1975) 108, 110-12, fig. 6, pis. 61 b-e. 

86. House at Panachaikou 8, hunt mosaic pavement, Upper City; Date: Roman, terminus post 
quern date for mosaic, 2nd century A C ; AD 29 (1973-74) 355-6, fig. 8. 

87. Vi l la at Gounari 152, Upper City; Date: Late Roman, post-Herulian'?, this later structure was 
built over Hellenistic and early Roman remains; AD 32 (1977) 71, 73-4, fig. 4, pi. 56 c-57 a. 

88. House C , transformed from a courtyard dwelling to an atrium/impluvium unit, at Miaouli 55-
57, Lower City; Date: two phases, 2nd and early 3rd centuries A C ; AD 32 (1977) 86-7, 89, fig. 
87. 

89. House with black and white dolphin mosaic pavement, Psyla Alonia Square, Upper City; 
Date: Roman, two phases; AD 26 (1971) 157-8, fig, 4. 
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90. House, floor mosaic, Agraphon 10-12, Upper City; Date: early Roman; AD 40 (1985) 108, pl. 
37b. 

91. House with marble lined impluvium and mosaic pavement atrium, Agraphon 10, Upper City; 
Date: Roman; AD 33 (1978) 79. 

92. Remains of atrium, mosaic pavement, Karatza 21-23, Lower City; Date: Roman, two phases; 
AR (1997-98) 41, AD 47 (1992) 131, fig. 3. 

93. A possible atrium with impluvium (lined with marble), at Miaouli 49, Lower City; Date: 1st-
3rd centuries A C , many phases; AD 30 (197) 104-5, fig. 3, pl. 59 a. 

94. House with mosaic pavement, at Karatza and Lontou, Upper city; Date: Roman; Ergon YPPO 
3 (1999) 96, fig. 1. 

95. House with marble lined impluvium, geometric floor mosaic, wall-painting fragments of a 
type of Second Pompeiian Style (with architectural representations), at Neophytou 12., Upper 
City; Date: house Late Roman; AD 34 (1979) 130, fig. 1, pis. 33 a, c. 

95b. Remains of rooms, and atrium with marble lined impluvium, black-and-white mosaic 
pavement (Helios on a chariot), at Bas. Rouphou 91-93, Upper City; Date: Roman, mosaic 
assigned to the 4th century A C ; AD 34 (1976) 130, pl. 33 b; AR (1987-88) 29, fig. 30. 

95c. Remains of an impluvium and part of an atrium (?) house, mosaic pavements, at Niketa 69, 
Upper City; Date: not indicated but probably Roman as suggested by house plan; AD 34 (1976) 
130, pl. 34 a. 

96d. Domestic remains with an mosaic paved aithrion (courtyard? or atrium ?), at Erenstrole 36-
40, Upper City; Date: 1st -> 7th century A C , continuous occupation; AD 34 (1979) 142, 143, pl. 
41 d. 

T E T R A S T Y L E A T R I U M : 

96. Germanou 80-2, Upper City; Date: 1st century A C and occupied to the 3rd century, AD 32 
(1977) 71, fig. 3; AR (1985-86) 33, fig. 42. 

97. Possibly tetrastyle (only half of the atrium was excavated), Sisine 28 and Psylalonia, Upper 
City; Date: a number of building phases but no dates assigned; AD 27 (1977) 80-1, fig. 10, pl. 61 
c. 

98. House A , impluvium 0.40 m deep, Niketa 26-30 and Karatza 8; Upper City; Date: late 1st to 
early 2nd century A C for construction of house; AD 29 (1973-74) 364-6, fig. 2, pis. 227-9 c; AD 
30 (1975) 108, 110-12, fig. 6, pis. 61 b-e. 

99. Niketa 42-44; Upper City; Date: not indicated, but probably Roman since early levels were 
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Hellenistic; AD 36 (1981) 160-1, fig. 3, pi. 100 c-d. 

100. Boukaouri 90-92, Upper City: Date: not indicated, Roman period judging from finds; AD 32 
(1977) 68-70, figs. 1-2, pis. 52-4 d. 

101. Hagiou Demetriou 55 and Pantokratoros Strs., Upper City; Date: not indicated judging from 
mosaic; AD 30 (1975) 108, fig. 5, pi. 61 a. 

102. Hagiou Demetriou 98-100, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 46 (1991) 138-39, fig. 1, pis. 69 
a-c 

103. Two tetrastyle atria with impluvia (one with a stepped impluvium), a fountain room, a 
possible peristyle courtyard, and mosaic pavements, at Psyla Alonia Square, Upper City; Date: 
Roman; AD 27 (1971) 149-55, figs. 1-2, pis. 127-31; Papachatzes (1980) 118-9, figs. 73-4. 

103b. A possible tetrastyle atrium, two marble impluvium, marble sime with a lion's head water 
spout, at Miouli 39, Lower City; Date: not indicated, but probably Roman based on house type; 
AD 28 (1976) 

P E R I S T Y L E A T R I U M : 

104. House A with stepped impluvium, possibly a complete peristyle, at Karaiskake and Miaouli 
67-73, Lower City; Date: early Roman, to first half of 1st century A C ; AD 30 (1975) 100-2, fig. 
1. 

105. House with triclinium, mosaic pavement (personification of the Nile), Kanakare 205, Lower 
City; Date: Roman; AD 35 (1980) 182, pis. 79-80 c. 

G A R D E N A T R I A : 

106. Tetrastyle atrium with parapet wall, garden and fountain, Lontou 107, Upper City; Date: 
Roman; AD 33 (1978) 81, pi. 24 b. 

107. Stepped Vi l la at Agraphon Str. 10-12, Upper City; an atrium/impluvium courtyard 
(mentioned in the atrium category above) and a garden atrium; Date: Roman; AD 40 (1985) 108, 
fig. 1, pis. 37 a-b. 

108. Tetrastyle atrium/impluvium, and an open air covered garden with a peristyle support (a 
pergola), at Karatza 17-19, Upper City; Date: first phase -> 1st century A C , 2nd phase -> 2nd 
century; AD 32 (1977) 74-6, fig. 5; AR (1985-86) 32, fig. 41. 

109. Area (XI9) possibly a garden atrium judging from plan, mosaic pavement, Niketa 60-66, 
Lower City; Date: Roman; AD 33 (1978) 84-6, fig. 2, pl. 27 c. 
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P E R I S T Y L E G A R D E N : 

110. A garden courtyard house with possibly a peristyle (?), and triclinium (?), at Lontou 42, 
Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 43 (1988) 150-1, 152, fig. 3.4, pl. 87 a. 

111. A garden peristyle house with atrium/impluvium, and triclinium at Psylalonia 15-16, Upper 
City; Date: two phases, a possible 1st (?) century A C and a 2nd century A C ; AD 32 (1977) 80-2, 
figs. 11-12, pis. 62 a-c. 

112. House at Eleias and Erenstrole 39, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 32 (1973-74) 360, fig. 11. 

113. A possible peristyle garden with semicircular planters at corners, all lined in marble, a 
possible sculptural group (?) in the centre, at Lontou 42, Upper City; Date: no specific date 
indicated, Roman based on comparanda; AD 43 (1988) 150-1, fig. 3-4, pl. 87 a. 

114. A garden with possibly a peristyle, with a courtyard (aithrion) and well next it, at Hagiou 
Demetriou and Botsare Strs., Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 42 (1987) 139, fig. 2, pl. 77 a. 

115. House with courtyard transformed into a garden with perhaps a peristyle, a possible 
triclinium, Niketa 9-13 and Karatza Strs., Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 42 (1980) 191, fig. 14, 
pl. 84 a. 

116. House at Akte Dymaion 7, Lower City; Date: late Roman; AD 42 (1987) 139-40, fig. 1, pl. 
76 b. 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S : 

117. Shops/houses?, at Maizonos 185 and Tsamadou 39, Lower City; Date: Roman; AD 33 
(1978) 89. 

118. Rooms, mosaic pavement, Papadiamantopoulou 57, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 33 
(1978)79. 

119. Domestic remains, Germanou 134, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 33 (1978) 79-80. 

120. Domestic remains?, mosaic pavement, Hagiou Demetriou 42, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 
33 (1978) 80, pl. 24 b. 

121. Apsidal bath remains, domestic?, at Erenstrole 65, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 33 (1978) 
80, fig. 83, pl. 24 c. 

122. Domestic remains, Karatza 12, Lower City; Date: Roman; AD 32 (1977) 77, fig. 6. 

123. A possible rental unit/shop, Room X2, and possible domestic remains, at Karaiskaki 213 
and Miaouli, Lower City; Date: two Roman phases, a possible early 2nd century A C terminus 
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post quern date; AD 32 (1977) 82, 85-86, fig. 13, pi. 62 c. 

1 2 4 . A series of rental (?) units/ workshops, at Hypsylantou 233, Lower City; Date: Roman 
period, date not indicated but Roman construction techniques mentioned (opus testaceum and 
opus reticulatum); AD 32 (1977) 89, fig. 15. 

1 2 5 . Shops (?) and possible domestic remains, at Korinthou 288 and Kanare, Lower City; Date: 
Roman period, at least 2 phases, first early Roman judging from the terra sigillata-type wares; 
AD 29 (1973-74) 397, figs. 1-2, pis. 255 a-c. 

1 2 6 . Possible domestic remains, room with wall niches, wall mosaic in niche; Gounare 69, Upper 
City; Date: Roman period; AD 31 (1976) 113, fig. 9, pi. 84 a. 

1 2 7 . A domestic (?) nymphaeum, mosaic pavements, at Sisine 17-19, Upper City; Date: Roman 
period, mosaic pavements 2nd century A C ; AD 32 (1977) 79, fig. 8. 

1 2 8 . A domestic (?) fountain niche, at Asemaki Photela 97, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 35 
(1980) 174, figs. 2-5, pi. 77 a-b. 

1 2 9 . Remains of House B , unknown plan, private bath, mosaic pavement, at Karaiskaki and 
Miaouli 67-73, Lower City; Date: Roman period; AD 30 (1975) 100-2, fig. 1, pis. 55-6. 

1 3 0 . Domestic (?) bath remains, at Kanare and I. Blachou 10-12, connected a nymphaeum found 
east at I. Blachou 3 and Kanare, Lower City; Date: 1st -> 3rd/4th centuries A C , 2nd phase 
destroyed by the Heruli; AD 40 (1985) 111-4, fig. 4, pis. 40 a; for nymhaeum AD 36 (1981) 162, 
165. 

1 3 1 . A hypocaust bath, mosaic pavements, Hagiou Demetriou 90, Upper City; Date: Roman, an 
antoninianus of Probus A D 276-82 was found beneath a mosaic pavement; AD 29 (1973-74) 
370, fig. 4, pi. 237 a-b. 

1 3 2 . Private balneum, part of a hypocaust, at Panachaikou 4-6, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 29 
(1973-74) 374. 

1 3 3 . A probable hypocaust, tile floor, Charalambe 39-41, Upper City; Date: Early Roman; AD 49 
(1994)211-12, fig. 5. 

1 3 4 . Hypocaust, perhaps part of a private balneum (?), Papadiamantopoulou 49-77, Upper City; 
Date: Roman; AD 48 (1993) 115. 

1 3 5 . Domestic remains of Houses 1, 2, 4 and 5, unknown plans, at Korinthou, Miaouli and 
Tsamadou Strs., Lower City; Date: terminus post quern early 2nd century; AD 29 (1973-74) 387-
92, Plan. A . 

1 3 6 . Possible domestic remains, large cistern/tank paved in opus spicatum, at G . Rouphou 38-40 
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and 42, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 40 (1985) 116, fig. 7, pl. 40 d. 

137. Domestic remains, outer courtyard and room, at B . Rouphou 128, Upper City; Date: Roman; 
AD 35 (1980) 191. 

138. Domestic (?) remains, pebble floor mosaic, Gounari 108-110, Upper City; Date: early 
Roman; AD 35 (1980) 191, pl. 84c. 

139. Domestic (?) remains, a floor mosaic black-and-white technique, at Niketa Str., Upper City: 
Date: Roman; AD 17 (1961) 126, fig. 1, pl. 149 a-b. 

140. Domestic remains, mosaic pavements (Calydonian Boar Hunt), later niched cistern and or 
possible nymphaeum (?), at 71. Metropoletou Neophytou 10, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 48 
(1993) 110-113, pis. 41 a-c. 

141. Domestic (?) remains, mosaic pavements (gladiatorial combat), fountain room at Neophytou 
42, Upper City; Date: 2nd/3rd centuries A C -> end of 2nd/3rd centuries, ca. 200 for mosaic; AD 
36 (1981) 157, pl. 99 a; Papapostolou (1989) 393, 395, figs. 36-7. 

142. Part of a Roman period house at Tsamadou 56, Lower City; Date: Roman; AD 45 (1990) 
129, pl. 58 c. 

143. Domestic remains, at Tsamadou 86, Lower City, Date: Roman, numerous phases; AD 49 
(1994) 214. 

144. Domestic remains, mosaic pavement (Three Graces), Hagiou Demetriou 40, Upper City; 
Date: Roman; AD 36 (1981) 157, AR (1989-90) 27. 

145. Domestic (?) remains (constructed over and earlier bath building), three rooms, mosaic 
pavement (Aphrodite looking in mirror and Eros), at Panachaikou 1 and Psyla Alonia Square, 
Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 28 (1973) 225-6, fig. 1, pis. 188 f-190 b. 

146. Possible domestic remains, fragmentary white tessellated pavement and Roman wall, 
Aiolou 9, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 49 (1994) 215; these remains are associated with those 
found at Aiolou 1 and Papadiamantopoulou, AD 40 (1985) 116 and at Papadiamantopoulou 57, 
AD 33 (1978) 79. 

147. Rooms, mosaic and marble pavements, Tsamadou and Korinthou, Lower City; Date: 
Roman; AD 45 (1990) 130, fig. 4. 

148. Farmhouse with 2 wine vats, an opus figlinum pavement, Thermopylon 35, north of 
Northern cemetery; Date: Roman; AD 50 (1995) 194-6, fig. 2, pl. 75 b. 

149. Rooms from a house and wall remains at Eleias 55-57, Upper City; Date: Roman period and 
early Roman period; AD 50 (1995) 198. 
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150. Domestic remains, Einardou 30A and Pantokratoros 81, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 38 
(1983) 116, AD 42 (1987) 148, AD 46 (1991) 143, AD 50 (1995) 199. 

151. Part of an atrium house, Hagiou Demetriou 70, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 50 (1995) 
199. 

152. Domestic remains, Gounare 149; Date: Roman; AD 50 (1995) 199-200, fig. 5. 

153. Domestic remains, mosaic pavement, at Metropoletou Neophytou 47 and Hagiou Demetriou 
49, Upper City; Date: Roman; AD 50 (1995) 200-2, fig. 8, 202-4, fig. 9. 

154. Domestic remains and mosaic pavements at Kanakare and Miaoule, Lower City; Date: 
Roman; AD 50 (1995) 204-5. 

154b. Possible domestic remains, Latin inscription, at Miouli 78, Lower city; Date: Roman; AD 
28 (1976) 134. 

154c. Possibly domestic, a wide stepped marble entrance to a an outer courtyard with 
fragmentary remains of rooms around it, semicircular wall niches, Asemaki Photela 15 and 
Mesologgiou, Upper City; Date: Roman AD 34 (1979) 144, 146-7, fig. 11, pl.43 a. 

155. Wine presses: Olympou 16, south of Roman city, AD 29 (1973-74) 354-5, fig. 7, pi. 219 c-
d; Anaximandrou 40, S E of Roman city, AD 30 (1975) 112-3, fig. 7, AR (1983-84) 31; Petmeza 
and Nauarinou 23, South city, near coast; Dated: from early Roman period to 3rd century, AD 31 
(1976) 92, fig. 2, pl.76 a; Stamouil Boulgareos 14, just outside Upper City, AD 29 (1973-74) 
370, fig. 5, pi. 237 c-d. 

S P A R T A 

* O.T. or bb = building blocks 

C O U R T Y A R D H O U S E : 

156. Dedemos plot (O.T. 16), Date: Roman, two phases; AR (1997-98) 36. 

157. Near the Eurotas bridge, Date: Augustan; AD 21 (1972) 245. 

158. Possibly a courtyard house, also 2nd to 3rd centuries A C mosaic pavements at the Stratakou 
plot (O.T. 128), Mesoa district; Date: Roman; AD 40 (1980) 139, pi. 49; AR (1988-89) 35. 

C O R R I D O R H O U S E : 

159. A large dwelling, at Theodorakopoulou- Liokautou plot (O.T. 120A); Date: Roman; AD 47 
(1992) 103-4; AR (1997-98) 36. 
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A T R I U M / I M P L U V I U M : 

160. Remains at Lykourgos Str., (O.T. 37), mosaic pavements; Date: Roman; Raftopoulou, pp. 
130-1, figs. 12.9-10; AD 49 (1994) 177, fig. 4. 

161. At the Salare-Kephalopoulou plot (bb 135), mosaic pavements; Date: Roman; AD 35 (1980) 
136, pl. 47; AR (1988-89) 35, fig. 40. 

P E R I S T Y L E A T R I U M : 

162. Vi l la at Panteleiomon Str. Tsaroucha plot (bb 142); Date: two Roman phases, (?) 3rd - 4th 
centuries A C (also Late Hellenistic remains); AD 35 (1980) 142-3; AR (1988-89) 36. 

163. Dwelling with impluvium, triclinium, mosaic pavement at Dorieon Str. between plots (bb 
118 and 120); Date: Roman (mosaic 4th century); Raftopoulou, p. 131, fig. 12.11; AD 47 (1992) 
107-8, fig. 7. 

G A R D E N A T R I A : 

164. At the Tsoutoura plot, (O.T. 36), Date: Roman; AD 42 (1992) 107; AR (1997-98) 36. 

165. At the villa at Chamaretou Str., plot (bb 14 and 46); Date: Roman, 3rd century for mosaic 
pavement of atrium; Raftopoulou, pp. 132-3, figs. 12.12, 12.13; AD 49 (1994) 176, pl. 60 c. 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S : 

166. Domestic remains, red plastered brick column, 118 Str. (O.T. 117, Sot. and Demos. 
Malabazou plot; Date: Roman; AD 50 (1995) 120, fig. 1. 

167. Domestic remains, mosaic pavements, at O.T. 5A, Aristot. Georgitsogiannakou plot; Date: 
early Roman-Roman; AD 50 (1995) 121-2. 

168. Possibly domestic, three rooms, Sparta-Tripoli Road, S W of the modern bridge, red 
plastered and painted walls; Date: Augustan; AD 27 (1972) 242-6. 

169. Domestic remains, red plastered walls, Loumou plot (O.T. 117); Date: Late 
Hellenistic/Early Roman; AD 28 (1973) 168, pl. 147 a. 

170. Perhaps domestic (?) remains, mosaic floor pavements in ancient Pitane district, at 
Kallikratide Str., Liakakou plot (O.T. 131); Date: Early Roman, 2 phases, late 1st c. B C to early 
1st c. A C , and 1st c. A C to beginning of the 2nd c ; AD 49 (1994) 177-8, fig. 5, pl. 60 a-b; AD 50 
(1995) 130-3, fig. 7. 

171. Possible domestic remains, room, mosaic pavement, Dikaiou plot; Date: possibly 3rd 
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century; AD 20 (1965) 176-7. 

172. Private garden with towers (at O.T. 136, D E Y E works), perhaps part of bath complex at 
Eleni Dipla plot (126); Date: Roman; AD 20 (1965) 173-4; AD 21 (1966) 155-6; AD 49 (1994) 
184. 

173. Private balneum, Katsone plot (O.T. 6); Date: Late Hellenistic/early Roman -> early 
Byzantine period; AD 50 (1995) 133-8, figs. 8-9, pis. 58-60. 

174. Baths, mosaic and marble pavements, possibly domestic, in the Eleni Dipla plot, and the 
proaulion of the B' Elementary School, area of the football stadium; Date: probably 3rd century; 
AD 20 (1965) 173-4, pl. 155 a-f; AD 28 (1973) 170-1, fig. 5. 

175. Possible domestic bath remains, two apsidal rooms heating pipes in walls, on the Gr. 
Stamatakou plot, at Konstantinou Palaiologou Str., 59; Date: probably early 3rd century; AD 29 
(1973-74) 290-1, fig. 4. 

176. Domestic (?) remains, series of rooms, three with hypocausts, geometric mosaics, at the 
Kokkonou and Charalambakou plot (O.T. 137) and Herakleidon Str. (O.T. 7); Date: late 2nd or 
early 3rd centuries A C ; AD 29 (1973-74) 283-5, fig. 1, pl. 183; AD 49 (1994) 176. 

177. Private baths, quatrefoil building with inscribed private statue base, location: ABSA plan, 
J15; Date: 2nd century; Bosanquet (1905-6) 435; Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 132. 

178. Domestic (?) remains, four rooms, mosaics (polychrome, geometric designs) and marble 
wall revetments, location: ABSA plan, L14-15; Date: late 2nd or early 3rd centuries A C ; Nicholls 
(1950) 282-9; Waywell (1979) 303, # 50. 

179. Large 'villa' with hypocausts system, east of the acropolis; Date: Roman; Woodward (1923-
5)117-8. 

180. A private bath, at Benou plot (bb 125); Date: Roman; AD 40 (1985) 102. 

181. A private bath complex with apsidal rooms, at Stamatakou plot, K . Palaiologou Str. 59; 
Date: beginning of 3rd century A C ; AD 29 (1973-74) 290-91 

182. Domestic bath complex, at Dioskouron Str., Katsone plot (O.T. 6); Date: Late Hellenistic -> 
Roman -> early Byzantine; AD 49 (1994) 180; AD 50 (1995) 133-8, fig. 9, pis. 58-60. 

183. Bath complex, perhaps part of an urban villa, Kapetanea plot (O.T. 15); Date: Roman; AD 
49 (1994) 182. 

184. Apsidal room with impluvium, triclinium with mosaic pavement and other rooms, at 
Polychronakou plot; Date: 2nd-3rd centuries; AD 35 (1980) 136-9, figs. 1-2, pis. 48 a-b. 
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185. Mosaic pavements, Lymberakou plot, Pergantis plot (Kyprou Str.); Date: 1st century A C 
(Lymberakou plot); Panayiotopoulou (1998) 113, 117, figs. 10.1, 10.6. 

186. Partial remains of a room, mosaic pavement from Mandrozou plot, Pitane district; Date: 
possibly 3rd century A C ; AD (1972) 248-51, figs. 3-4. 

187. Mosaic pavement, Chatzis plot, Leonidiou Str.; Date: Roman (1st -> beginning of 3rd 
century); Panayiotopoulou (1998) 113. 

188. Apsidal room, domestic, at the Lambrinou and Xanthakou plots (bb 40); Date: 2nd Roman 
phase (Middle Roman period); AD 35 (1980) 139, pi. 50 a. 

189. Triclinium at Agidos and Herakleidon Strs. with mosaic pavements; Date: Roman; 
Raftopoulou (1998) 128, 131, figs. 12.7, 12.8. 

190. Domestic remains, cubiculum (?), mosaics, and wall fragments on the Moustakakes plot, 
Brasidou Str.; Date: Roman; AD 30 (1975) 76-7, pi. 45; AD 19 (1964) 136-41, pis. 136-7. 

191. Houses, mosaics, east of the modem stadium; Date: Roman; AD 16 (1960) 102. 

192. Fragmentary architectural remains, possibly domestic, at the Leopoulou plot (O.T. 124); 
Date: Roman; AD 22 (1967) 200, pi. 142 b. 

193. Domestic remains, rooms, at the I. Panagakou plot (O.T. 115); Date: Classical -> Roman; 
AD 41 (1992) 105. 

194. Domestic remains, rooms, at the Yerontzou plot (O.T. 125); Date: Roman; AD 35 (1980) 
140-42. 

195. Remain of a large Roman dwelling, ivory doll, at the E . Regou plot (O.T. 127); Date: 
Roman, 3rd century A C for the doll; AR (1986-87) 20; Kourinou-Pikoula (1985-86) 256-57. 

196. Simple dwellings, rooms, at the Blachou plot (O.T. 136); Date: second Roman phase; AD 
35 (1980) 141, fig. 3, pi. 51b. 

197. Domestic (?) remains, at the Nikoletou plot (O.T. 138), Kyprou and Triakosion Strs.; Date: 
Roman; AD 35 (1980) 145. 

198. Rooms, at Thermopylon Str.; Date: Roman; AD 38 (1983) 90, fig. 1. 

199. Possibly domestic remains, blue and white mosaic, at the Yiannakopoulou plot (O.T. 127); 
Date: Roman; AD 38 (1983) 92. 

200. Domestic walls, at the Katsou plot (O.T. 115); Date: Roman; AD Al (1992) 104. 
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201. Domestic remains, at the Kollia plot (O.T. 113); Date: Roman; AD 47 (1992) 104-5. 

202. Domestic remains at the Panagakou plot (O.T. 115), Patista plot (O.T.98), Polychronakou 
field, Triantaphyllakou plot (O.T. 115), D E Y A works, Sparta; Date: Roman; AD 47 (1992) 105, 
106, 107. 

203. Possible domestic remains, five rooms, plastered and marble revetted walls, polychrome 
marble floors, at the Paraskeuopoulou plot; Date: A D 250-300; AD 20 (1965) 170-3, fig. 1, pis. 
153 a-154 c ; Waywell (1979) 302, # 47. 

204. Possible domestic remains, at Theodorakopoulou Str., Vatse plot (O.T. 392); Date: Roman; 
AD 49 (1994) 174, fig. 3. 

205. Possible domestic remains, mosaic pavement, Herakleidon Str. (O.T. 140); Date: Roman; 
ylD49(1994) 176. 

206. Domestic remains (red plaster), Provia plot (O.T. 113); Date: Hellenistic -> Roman (2-3rd 
centuries) -> Byzantine; AD 49 (1994) 180-2, fig. 6, pi. 61. 

207. Housing/workshop, at the Papatheophilopoulou plot (O.T. 5a); Date: three phases, Roman 
(?); .473 49(1994) 182-3. 

208. Possible domestic remains, room, mosaic, wall painting fragments, at Gerasimou Kapsale 
Str., (O.T. 50); Date: Roman; AD 49 (1994) 187. 

209. Domestic remains, mosaic, at Platanista Str. (O.T. 5A); Date: early Roman; AD 50 (1995) 
121-122. 

210. Possible domestic remains, black and white mosaic at Herakleidon Str. (O.T. 136); Date: 
Roman; AD 50 (1995) 127-30, fig. 6. 

211. Possible domestic remains, room, opus mixtum walls, at Platanista Str. ( D E H works); Date: 
early Roman, abandoned in the middle Roman period then occupied to early Byzantine times; AD 
59 (1995) 138-9, fig. 10, pi. 61 a. 

212. Black-and-white mosaic floor pavement, from Section II, at Herakleidon Str. (O.T. 136); 
Date: Roman; AD 50 (1995) 129, fig. 6. 

213. Possibly domestic remains, black-white-and-red mosaic pavement, at Kallikratide Str. (O.T. 
131); Date: 2nd century A C ; AD 50 (1995) 132-3, fig. 7. 

214. Farmhouse, Floros plot, 4 km from modem Sparta; AD 47 (1992) 110. 
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214b. Possible private balnea; Date: Roman; AD 21 (1966) 155-6; AD 30 (1975) 76-7; AD 35 
(1980) 135-6; 36 (1981) 121-37; AD 37 (1982) 99-112, AD 47 (1992) 108. 

STYMPHALOS 

215. Courtyard House; Date: early Roman; Williams et al. (1998) fig. 2, 270-74. 

215b. Ashlar Building; Date: Hellenistic, early Roman; Williams et al. (1998) pl. 3, 272, 274-77. 

EPEIROS 

A chronological guide for Epeiros as mentioned in the AD 34 (1979) 244: 

1) Classical: 5th to 4th centuries B C 
2) Hellenistic: 3rd to early 2nd centuries B C 
3) Late Hellenistic: 2nd to 1st centuries B C 
(The final phase from 168/146 B C to 27 A C I have assigned to the early Roman period. Recent 
reports in Isager (2001) also identify this period as early Roman) 

COURTYARD HOUSE: 

Ambrakia 

216. Courtyard house, at the Pappa plot, Ambrakia; Date: Hellenistic to late Hellenistic/early 
Roman; AD 41 (1986) 112; Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 85. 

217. Courtyard house, and hearth room in House A , Georgoula plot, Ambrakia; Date: Hellenistic, 
end of occupation phase not mentioned; AD 41 (1986) 109-10, pis. 100; Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 
75-6. 

218. Courtyard house A , Tachou plot, Hagiou Basileiou Str., Ambrakia; Date: three phases, from 
end of 4th century B C to late Hellenistic times/early Roman; AD 31 (1983) 230-1; AD 39 (1984) 
178-80; Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 79. 

219. Courtyard houses with well, Houses ST, E , Bantalouka plot, Ambrakia; Date: Classical -> 
late Hellenistic/early Roman periods; AD 34 (1979) 244; AD 35 (1980) 310, pis. 156 b- 157 b; 
AD 36 (1981) 276, pl. 173 b; Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 60-63. 

220. Stone-paved courtyard with well, house B , Apotore plot, Rogon Str., Ambrakia; Date: early 
3rd century -> perhaps Augustan times judging from imitation Arretine ware (report though 
states "first decades of 2nd century BC"?)'; AD 45 (1990) 241-4, fig. 3, pl. 107, 108. 

221. Courtyard house with portico at one end, House B , Kotsarida plot, Ambrakia; Date; 3rd/2nd 
centuries B C -> early Roman period; AD 34 (1979) 244-5; AD 35 (1980) 309-8, pis. 155-3; 
Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 60-1, 68, fig. 17. 
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222. Courtyard house, Baikouse plot, Ambrakia; Date: Hellenistic, last phase ca 100 B C ; AD 41 
(1986) 105-7, pl. 98 c; Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 81, fig. 27. 

223. Courtyard house (house 1) with hearthroom and possible bath (e) at Christogiorgou plot, 
Ambrakia; Date: three phases, 4th century B C to Late Hellenistic/Early Roman periods; AD 41 
(1986) 107-9; Tsouvara-Soule (1992) 70-1. 

224. Courtyard house, Aphoi Lambrake plot, Ambrakia; Date: Classical/Hellenistic; AD 42 
(1987) 308-9, fig. 1. 

224b. Courtyard House at Cyprus and St. Nicholas Strs., Ambrakia; Date: early Hellenistic -> 
early Roman; Tsouvara-Soule (1992) 79-80; AD 41 (1986) 105-7. 

Horraon 

225. Courtyard houses with covered proaulion, hearthroom, at Horraon, House 1 with portico at 
one end of courtyard; Date; second half of 4th century B C -> end of 1st century B C ; Dakaris 
(1986) 108-146, figs. 5, pis. 34-41. 

Kassope 

226. Courtyard houses at Kassope, Houses, 1-14, with covered proaulion (a); Date: 4th century 
B C -> end of 1st century B C ; Dakaris (1977) 140-8, figs. 1-2, pis. 86 b-89; (1979) 114-8, fig. 1, 
pis. 81-82; (1980) 21-32, figs. 1, 4, pis. 35-39; (1981) 72-7, pis. 74-75; (1982) 79-81 fig. 1, pis. 
57-60; AR (1983-84) 38; Dakaris (1989) 38-58; Hoepfher and Schwandner (1989) 75ff; 
Hoepfher and Schwandner (1994) 114ff; Schwandner (2001) 109-13, fig. 3. 

Leukas 

227. Eastern courtyard house, fragmentary plan, (direct entrance into courtyard, Chalikia plot 
(Grundstiick BI), Leukas; Date: early Classical -> 1st century A C ; AD 48 (1993) 293-6, figs. 14-
5; Fiedler (1999) 421; also plan in forthcoming article by Fiedler. 

228. Western courtyard house with proaulion entrance, andron, at Chalikia plot (Griindstruck 
BH), Leukas; Date: early Classical -> 1st centuries B C / A C ; AD 48 (1993) 293-6, figs. 14-5; 
Fiedler (1999) 421. 
DUAL COURTYARD HOUSE: 

Leukas 

229. Uncovered proaulion and courtyard, andron, House B (Grundstiick A IT), at Logothete plot, 
Leukas; Date: early 5th century B C -> 1st centuries B C / A C ; AD 48 (1993) 296-300, fig. 16, pl. 
96 b; Fiedler (1999) 416 (incorrect plan), 418; updated plans in forthcoming article by Fiedler. 
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Kassope 

230. House 3 Kassope; Date: remodeling in early Roman period; Dakaris(1978) 105, fig. 2; 
Dakaris (1989) 53; see also App. 240. 

C O R R I D O R H O U S E : 

Ka l l i on 

231. House with corridor and courtyard, Kallion; Date: Roman (1st and 2nd centuries AC), 
abandoned after the mid 3rd century AC; Zapheiropoulou (1982) 6-13, fig. 5, pis. H, ®. 

Ioannina 

232. Corridor house with hearthrooms, Grammenon Ioannina; Date: 2 phases, early Hellenistic 
and early Roman (2nd century BC to Augustan times judging from the Arretine wares); AD 27 
(1972) 446-8, fig. 3, pi. 378 b; Karatzeni (2001) 166. 

Thesprotia 

233. Long entrance corridor, and possibly an adjoining courtyard, at Masklenitsa, see villae 
rusticae, below. 

234. Corridor unit, domestic (?), at ancient Elea, Thesprotia, Date: 4th century and Hellenistic, 
end of period is not mentioned; AD 43 (1988) 346, fig. 8, pi. 197 a-b. 

P E R I S T Y L E H O U S E : 

Ambrak i a 

235. House A, peristyle (5x6), on the Kotsarida plot, Ambrakia; Date: 3rd and 2nd centuries BC, 
the peristyle was an early Roman addition (2nd-lst centuries BC); AD 34 (1979) 244-5, fig. B, 
pis. 92 c; AD 35 (1980) 307-9, pis. 151-154; Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 64-8. 

236. Peristyle house, stone paved courtyard, mosaic, at Karapanou Str. 3-5-7, Ambrakia; Date: 
Hellenistic (end of occupation date not mentioned); AD 33 (1978) 111-9, fig. 178, pi. 65 b; 
Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 59. 

237. Pi-shaped (?) peristyle, house A from the Zekos plot, Ambrakia; Date; occupied to Late 
Hellenistic period (/early Roman); AD 35 (1980) 312-3, fig. 4 AD 37 (1982) 260-2, fig. 1; 
Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 72-4. 

238. Pi-shaped, peristyle house, Phounta and Meliou plots, Ambrakia; Date: three construction 
phases, 5th/4th centuries BC, 4th/3rd centuries and 3rd/2nd centuries BC; AD 41 (1986) 110-12, 
pis. 104 b-c; Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 82-4, fig. 29. 
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Leukas 

239. Possible peristyle, house A (Grundstiick AT), Logothete plot, Leukas; Date: early Classical -
> 1st centuries B C / A C ; AR (1998-99) 66-7, fig. 80; plan to appear in forthcoming article by 
Fiedler; PUakou (2001) 151. 

Kassope 

240. House 3, peristyle, at Kassope, with a second courtyard with a single columnar support; 
Date: early Roman remodeling, after 167 B C to end of 1st century BC/beginning of 1st century 
A C ; Dakaris (1978) 105, fig. 2; Dakaris (1989) 53; Hoepfner and Schwandner (1986) 56ff. and 
(1994) 114ff; see also App. 230. 

Horraon 

241. House 1 at Horraon remodeled (early Roman period) into a peristyle, covered proaulion; 
Date; second half of 4th century BC -> end of 1st century B C ; Dakaris (1986) 108-46, figs. 5, 7, 
pis. 34-41. 

ATRIUM/IMPLUVIUM U N I T S : 

Nikopolis 

242. Dual courtyard villa of Antoninus, atrium/impluvium courtyard and a tetrastyle atrium; 
Date: 2nd -> 4th centuries A C ; Vokotopoulou (1973) 227-9, figs. 19-21; AR (1998-99) 67; Ergon 
YPPO 1 (1997) 90, fig. 1. 

243. A possible impluvium surrounded by a peristyle, perhaps part of thermae (function 
private?/public? unknown), located in area B, plot #206, Nikopolis; Date: Roman; AD 45 (1990) 
255-6, pi. 116 a; Philadelpheus (1926) 128; White (1986-87) 313-5; Kersten-Kraiker (1967) 753, 
pi. 188b. 

V I L L A E R U S T I C A E : 

244. Corridor entrance, possible courtyard and hearthroom complex, opus spicatum pavement, at 
Masklenitsa, Thesprotia; Date: 2nd century BC -> mid 3rd century A C ; AD 49 (1994) 427-29, 
fig. 8. 

245. Corridor/portico villa, floor mosaics, balneum and subsidiary structures, at Stroggyle; Date: 
1st -> 3rd centuries A C ; AD 48 (1993) 282-5, figs. 9-10, pi. 92 b and AD 49 (1994) 382-7, figs. 
7-10, pis. 127 a-b; Katsadima and Angeli (2001) 103; Karatzeni (2001) 168. 

246. Propylon, rooms, mosaic pavement, decagonal structure part of bath complex, at Rizon area, 
Preveza; Date: 1st -> 3rd centuries A C ; Chrysostomou (1982) 10-21; AD 48 (1993) 301, fig. 17, 
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pl. 96 d; Alcock (1993) 70, fig. 24; Katsadima and Angeli (2001) 91-4, figs. 1-4. 

247. Possible villa estate remains of a water-reservoir, walls, mausoleum (with wall mosaic) and 
enclosure wall, at Hagia Pelagia, 3km south of Rizon; Date: 2nd century AC; AD 35 (1980) 320-
1; Hodge (1992), 124, fig. 77. 

248. Courtyard villa (incomplete plan), Ntritsou plot at Ladochori, Thesprotia; Date: first phase, 
2nd century BC -> 1st century AC and second phase, 1st -> 3rd centuries AC; AD 50 (1995) 445-
6, fig. 6. 

249. Courtyard villa, entrance corridor and block arrangement of rooms, at Kephalonia; Date: 
Roman period; Kallipolitis (1961-62) 1-31, pl.3; Moorman and Swinkels (1983) 259. 

250. Farmsteads and villa sites identified by a field survey by the Swedish Institute, and one well 
preserved villa, at Kephallonia; Date: Roman; AR (1992-93) 25; AD 

M I S C E L A N E O U S : 

A m b r a k i a 

251. Domestic remains, oil presses, outside city walls of Ambrakia; Date: Roman; Ergon YPPO 
3 (1999) 113. 

252. Domestic (?) remains, four aligned rooms -storage space for agricultural products, near SW 
cemetery of Ambrakia; Date: 1st -> 3rd centuries AC; AD 47 (1992) 243-7; Karatzeni (2001) 
167-8; 

253. House C, fragment of a room, Apotore plot, Rogon Str., Ambrakia; Date: early 3rd century -
> Roman times judging from imitation Arretine ware (report though states to "first decades of 
2nd century BC"?)'; AD 45 (1990) 241-4, fig. 3, pl. 107, 108. 

254. Domestic remains at Gelarake plot, Ambrakia; Date: from late 5th/early 4th centuries BC -> 
Roman times judging from imitation Arretine ware (report though states to "first decades of 2nd 
century BC"?)'; AD 45 (1990) 244, fig. 4, pl. 109a. 

255. Domestic remains NW of Ambrakia, outside walls and oil presses in the area of the western 
cemetery; Date: Roman; Ergon YPPO 3 (1999) 113. 

256. Domestic remains, floor pavements, Ambrakia; Date: 4th century BC to Late 
Hellenistic/early Roman times, (pottery finds to ca 100 BC); AD (1984) 178-80, fig. 1, pl. 69 e-z. 

257. Fragmentary remains of Houses B, and C from the Zekos plot, Ambrakia; Date; occupied to 
Late Hellenistic period/early Roman; AD 37 (1982) 260-2, fig. 1; Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 74. 

258. Domestic remains, Coroplastic workshop, Bantalouka plot, Ambrakia; Date: continuous 
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occupation from Classical (5th/4th centuries BC) .-> Late Hellenistic/Early Roman (2nd/1st 
centuries BC); AD 33 (1978) 179-80; AD 34 (1979) 244, pis. 91 b-92 b; AD 35 (1980) 310, pi. 
158-159 a; Tzoubara-Soule (1992) 60-64, figs. 17-19. 

259. Domestic remains, mosaic pavement, Tsagka plot, Ambrakia; Date: two phases, mosaic 
pavement second phase; AD 35 (1980) 313-4. 

260. Domestic remains, hearthroom and bath of House B from the Georgoula plot, Ambrakia; 
Date: Hellenistic -> late Hellenistic/early Roman period; AD 41 (1986) 109-10, pi. 101; 
Tzoubara-Soule (1992) 76. 

261. Domestic remains, Pappa plot, Ambrakia; Date: Classical -> Hellenistic and post 
Hellenistic; AD 41 (1986) 112, pi. 105 b; Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 85. 

262. Domestic remains, northern house, Tachou plot, Ambrakia; Date: end of 3rd to end of 2nd 
century B C ; AD 44 (1989) 257-8, fig. 4. 

263. Domestic remains, Aphoi Lambrake plot, Ambrakia; Date: Classical/Hellenistic; AD 42 
(1987) 308-9, fig. 1. 

264. Domestic remains, mosaic pavement, Kontogiorgou plot, Ambrakia; Date: Late 
Hellenistic/Early Roman; AD 42 (1987) 311-13, fig. 12, pi. 170. 

264b. Koroplastic workshop, Smyrne-Panoutsou plot, Ambrakia; Date: Hellenistic; AD 31 
(1976) 204, fig. 1, pis. 50 b-151 c; Tzouvara-Soule (1992) 64. 

Dyrrachion (Buthrotum) 

265. Black-and-white mosaic pavement, marine scene, from a domestic context ?; Date: 2nd 
century A C ; Andrea (1991-92) 77, fig. 12. 

Kallion 

266. Domestic remains, mosaic floor pavements, Kallion; Date: 2nd-3rd centuries A C ; AD 32 
(1977) 115. 

Kephallonia 

267. Roman remains of farmsteads and villas identified from survey by the Swedish Institute, i . 
e. a well-preserved villa at Kato Katelios; Date: Roman; AR (1992-93) 25. 

Konitsa 

268. Remains of a farmhouse on hill of Palaiogoritsa, Konitsa; Date: Roman; Karatzeni (2001) 
167 
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Leukas 

269. Farmhouse remains, main wing, utility rooms, between city walls and northern cemetery; 
Date: 1st century B C -> 2nd century A C , two phases; Strauch (1997) 240; Pliakou (1997-98) 51-
52; Pliakou (2001) fig. 1, 2, 5-10. 

Nikopolis 

270. Possible domestic remains, Nikopolis; Date: Roman; AD 36 (1981) 276. 

Preveza 

271. Roman bath remains, Preveza; Date: Roman; AD 42 (1987) 318-9. 

Thesprotia 

272. Plan incomplete of possible domestic unit A , at Geroplatanos-Phanote, Thesprotia (ancient 
Phanote?); Date: Hellenistic, 3rd century B C -> Roman periods; AD 50 (1995) 442-4, fig. 5. 

273. Hearthrooms, partial plan, at Tzima plot, Soule region-Aulotopos, Thesprotia; Date: 4th -
2nd century B C ; AD 49 (1994) 424-6, fig. 7, pl. 136 c-d. 

274. Remains, possibly part of a farmhouse, at New Seleukia near Igoumenitsa; Date: Roman; 
AD 47 (1992) 347-8. 
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G L O S S A R Y 

Ala/ae: The 'wings', rooms with an open front off one or both sides of the atrium or tablinum. 

Andron: 'The men's room' was the most elaborate room of the Greek household. A reception room 
used for the entertainment of guests (primarily male guests) and in their absence, by other members 
of the family. The classical Greek andron is characterized by an off-centre doorway, a raised ledge 
for the placement of klinai (beds) and often a mosaic pavement in the middle of the room; 
according to Vitruvius (6.7.5), however, it was the passage way between to peristyles, between an 
atrium and rooms at the rear. 

Arretine ware: A category of Italian red-gloss pottery produced in the cities of Arezzo, Pisa, 
Pozzuoli and Lyons during the Augustan era, primarily between ca 30 B C -> A D 30. 

At r ium: The traditional reception hall/court of a Roman domus, with or without an impluvium 
(basin). It was either covered by a testudinate roof that had no opening and no impluvium below, or 
with a compluviate roof that had a rectangular opening and an impluvium beneath. The roof of the 
tetrastyle atrium was supported by four columns positioned at the corners of the impluvium, while 
the peristyle atrium had a series of columns positioned along the sides of the impluvium. 

Balneum: A small bath-building either private or public; in a private residence or the neighborhood 
block. 

Colonia: Originally a town settled by Roman citizens and often, legionary veterans. 

Compluvium: A rectangular opening of an inward sloping roof of the atrium. It lighted the hall and 
directed rainwater into the impluvium below. 

Cubiculum: The bedroom of a Roman house, a small room with one kline. It was often identified 
by a plain mosaic panel at one end of the room for the placement of the kline, or by a raised section 
of the pavement, or by an arched niche; later also the term was applied to other household 
chambers. It also was used to define an underground tomb chamber. 

Dado: The decorated lower part of the wall that extends to ca a metre in height. 

Domus: The traditional Roman private dwelling of the well-to-do; a single family unit. 

Exedra/ae: Open rectangular or semicircular, recesses or alcoves in a wall or colonnade that 
originally served as seating areas. 

Fauces: The passageway of a Roman dwelling that leads from the entrance to the atrium. 

Hypocaust: A floor supported by columns or pillars of brick that creates an open space for the 
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circulation of hot air. 

Impluvium: In the west typically a shallow basin in the middle of the atrium, but many of the 
Greek examples are rather deep. 

La ra r i um: A Roman domestic shrine to the household gods, the Lares. The actual shrine could 
occupy an entire room, a wall niche, an aedicula (a small temple like structure), or it could be 
depicted on a wall painting. 

Nymphaeum: Literally a sanctuary to the Muses, a grotto with running water. It was used to 
describe a large public or private ornamental fountain building, with a facade of an architectural 
backdrop of wall niches and columns and a basin. 

Oecus: The latin version of the Greek word for house, oikos. A reception room opening off a 
peristyle that was also used for dining. 

Oikos: The Greek word for the household unit. 

Opaion: A n ancient skylight. A roof tile equipped with a covered opening. 

Opus africanum: A term used to define a type of masonry technique common in North Africa. It 
consisted of very large upright and horizontal blocks of cut stone that framed sections of mud brick 
or rubble facing. 

Opus caementicium: A term used to define concrete of stone rubble, lime and sand. 

Opus figl inum: A type of opus signinum pavement with larger chips interspersed among the 
smaller aggregate. 

Opus mixtum: Walls faced with alternating bands of brick and reticulate work (opus reticulatum). 

Opus quadratum: Walls of cut stone blocks laid in horizontal courses. 

Opus reticulatum: A Roman wall facing consisting of cut stones set in a net fashion over a cement 
core. 

Opus quasi-reticulatum: A Roman wall facing consisting of slightly irregular cut stones set in an 
almost reticulate fashion, over a cement core. 

Opus sectile: A wall or floor decoration composed of cut coloured marble and/or stone plaques 
arranged to form various geometric and at times figural designs. 

Opus signinum: A concrete pavement adorned with irregular chips of stone, terracotta, or marble 
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often set in a simple decorative pattern. A term also applied to any water-resistant surface of lime 
mortar and crushed tiles, common in bathing areas. 

Opus spicatum: A type of Roman floor pavement composed of bricks set upright in a herringbone 
pattern. 

Opus testaceum: A Roman masonry technique applied to a wall with a cement core and fired brick 
facing. 

Orthostate/s: A slab of stone set in a vertical position along the lower part of the wall. This 
architectural element was often depicted in domestic wall paintings in imitation of marble. 

Pise: A type of wall construction consisting of a wooden frame plastered with mud, bits of straw 
and stone rubble. 

Peristyle: A courtyard area surround by columnar porticoes on all four sides, characteristic of 
Hellenistic and Roman architecture. 

Pozzuolana: A special type of Volcanic ash found in Central Italy, especially at Pozzuoli, used to 
create a strong, hydraulic concrete for which Roman concrete was famous. 

Salutatio: The traditional formal morning greeting of a Roman noble (a patron) who welcomed his 
clients in the tablinum. 

Socle: The lower part of the wall, a slightly projecting footing, built of stone. In Roman times it was 
commonly applied to the projecting dado. 

Taberna/ae: A single room that faced a street and served as a shop or workshop. 

Tabl inum: The traditional reception room (originally the master bedroom, later the records room) 
where the salutatio took place. It was commonly located opposite the entranceway at the back of 
the atrium. 

Terra Sigillata: — also known as Samian ware — a term used to define a category of high quality 
red-gloss pottery (i.e. Arretine ware) produced in Italy and in other Mediterranean sites, as well as 
Germany and Gaul from the 1st century B C . The popularity of Western Sigillata begins to taper off 
around the end of the 1st century A C when Eastern Sigillata a local Red-Slip Ware from North 
Africa and Asia Minor begin to take over the eastern markets. 

Tessera/e: small rectangular pieces of cut stone, glass, tiles used to create mosaic pavements. 

Tr ic l in ium: a dining room of the Roman period in which three couches (Klinai) were set around a 
central table. The decorative mosaic floor pavement often dictated the position of these couches. 
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Vestibulum: the vestibule, most referring to the entrance porch. 

Villa/ae maritima/ae: these are coastal villae rusticae that possibly supplied the city with seafood. 

Villa/ae rustica/ae: large self-contained farm estates involved in agricultural production (oil, wine 
etc.) and identified by mosaic pavements, a bath house, wine and/or oil presses, storage facilities for 
crops, Mausolea, etc. 

V i l l a urbana: Country estates, located outside the city walls, with a luxury dwelling, not involved 
in agricultural activity, but used solely for pleasure, such as the sea-side villas. 
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Field Villa, Corinth [Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] 

PI. 54 a. Detail of scroll pattern from mosaic pavement from the triclinium of the Anaploga Villa (Corinth 
Museum) [Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] 

b. Reconstruction drawing of the mosaic pavement from the triclinium of the Anaploga Villa 
Corinth [Miller (1972) 334, fig. 1] 

PI. 55 a. Detail from the mosaic pavement of Room D (below), central panel, head of Dionysos, Roman 
Villa at Corinth (Cheliotomylos) [Shear Sr. (1930) fig. 36] 

b. Drawing of mosaic pavement from Room D, Roman Villa at Corinth, (Cheliotomylos) [Shear Sr. 
(1930) pl.X] 

PI. 56 a. Drawing of the mosaic pavement from Room B of the Roman Villa at Corinth (Cheliotomylos) 
[Shear Sr. (1930) pl.VII] 

b. Drawing of the mosaic pavement from Room C of the Roman Villa at Corinth 
(Cheliotomylos)[Shear Sr. (1930) pi. VIII] 

c. Drawing of the mosaic pavement from Room E of the Roman Villa at Corinth (Cheliotomylos) 
[Shear, Sr. (1930) pi. XI] 

d. Drawing of the mosaic pavement from the atrium of the Roman Villa at Corinth (Cheliotomylos) 
[Shear, Sr. (1930) pi. Ill] 

PI. 57 a. Mosaic pavement of radiating triangles from the Villa of Dionysos, Dion [Postcard printed by J. 
Rekos Ltd.] 

b. Remains of mosaic I, 2a, in the northeast corridor of the peristyle in Atrium Veneris, Kenchreai 
[Scranton et al. (1978) pi. 36] 

PI. 58 a. Polychrome mosaic pavement with Dionysos scene from the Mosaic House at Corinth, northeast 
corner of the South Basilica [Broneer (1935) pi. 17. 2) 

b. Nereid and Triton mosaic from the central room of the Mosaic House at Corinth, east side of 
South Basilica [Wienberg [1960] pi. 57.2] 

PI. 59 a. Area C: Atrium Veneris from the northeast [Scranton et al. (1978) pi. 34] 
b. From a room north of the prytaneion at Olympia [Catling (1087-88) 27, fig. 27] 
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c. Baths of Neptune, Ostia [Scrinari, Pellegrino an Lauro (1989) 16] 

d. Marine scene, from the Baths at Isthmia [AA 31 (1976) pl. 62] 

Pl. 60 Map of Patras with route of Pausanias [Papachatzis (1980) 81, fig. 26] 

PL.61 a. Topographical plan of Patras [Petropoulos (1991) 250] 

b. Plan of remains of atrium with impluvium at Dexamene Square, Patras [AA 26 (1971) 164, fig. 8] 

Pl. 62 a. Plan of Pompeii [Richardson (1988) 52, fig. 3] 

b. Plan of remains at Korinthou 288 and Kanare, Patras [AA 29 (1973-74) 398, fig. 1] 

c. Plan of tetrastyle atrium house with peristyle-garden at Psylalonia 15-16, Patras [AA 32 (1977) 
83, fig. 11] 

d. Plan of domestic remains at Phelopemenos 54-56, Patras [AA 31 (1976) 90, fig. 1] 

Pl. 63 a. Plan of Roman domestic remains at, Korinthou, Miaoule and Tsamadou, Patras [AA 29 (1973-
74) 392, plan. A] 

b. Plan of atrium/impluvium house at Lontou 101-102, Patras [AA 40 (1985) 110, fig. 2] 

c. Plans of atrium House B and tetrastyle atrium House A at Niketa 26-30, Patras [AA 30 (1975) 
110, fig. 6] 

d. Plan of atrium/impluvium house at Panachaikou 8, Patras [AA 29 (1973-74) 356, fig. 8] 

Pl. 64 a. Plan of tetrastyle atrium/impluvium house at Germanou 80-82, Patras [AA 32 (1977) 72, fig. 3] 

b. Remains of tetrastyle atrium/impluvium house at Germanou 80-82, Patras [AR (1985-86) 33, fig. 
42] 

c. Plan of possible tetrastyle atrium/impluvium house at Sisine 28 and Psylalonia, Patras [AA 32 
(1977) 81, fig. 10] 

d. Plan of villa with multiple atria at Psyla Alonia Square, Patras [Papachatzis (1980) 118, fig. 73] 

Pl. 65 a. Remains of villa at Psyla Alonia Square, with arn'ww/fountain room to the right, and stepped 
impluvium at the bottom, Patras [Papachatzis (1980) 119, fig. 74] 

b. Plan of House of the Vettii at Pompeii [Richardson (1988) 423] 

c. Remains of peristyle atrium house at Kanakare 205, Patras [AA 35 (1980) pl. 79] 

d. Plans of peristyle atrium, House A and House B at Karaiskake and Miaoule 67-73, Patras [AA 30 
(1975) 101, fig. 1] 

Pl. 66 a. Plan of atrium house with garden impluvium at Agraphon 10-12, Patras [AA 40 1985) 109, fig.l] 

b. Remains of atium house with garden impluvium at Agraphon 10-12, Patras [AA 40 1985) pl. 37 
b] 

c. Plan of atrium garden at Karatza 17-19, Patras [AA 32 (1977) 75, fig. 5] 

d. Remains of atrium garden at Karatza 17-19, Patras [AR (1985-86) 32, fig. 41] 

Pl. 67 a. Plan of tetrastyle atrium with peristyle-garden at Psylalonia 15-16, Patras: Phase I, 1st c. A C [AA 
32(1977) 83, fig. 11] 

b. Plan of tetrastyle atrium with peristyle-garden at Psylalonia 15-16, Patras: Phase II, 2 n d c. A C 
[AA 32(1977) 84 fig. 12] 

c. Plan of peristyle-garden at Eleias and Erenstrole 39, Patras [AA 29 (1973-74) 361, fig. 11] 

d. Plan of peristyle-garden and courtyard at Hagiou Demetriou and Botsare, Patras [ AA 42 (1987) 
141, fig. 2] 
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Pl. 68 a. Plan of possible peristyle-garden with triclinium at Niketa 9-13 Karatza, Patras [AA 35 (1980) 
192 fig. 14] 

b. Plan of House of the Faun, VI12, at Pompeii; a: alae, b: tablinum [Zanker (1998) 194, a] 

c. Plan of the House of the Labyrinth, VI11.10, Pompeii [Zanker (1998) 194, b] 

d. Plan of the Villa of Mysteries (final phase), Pompeii [Richardson (1988) 356, fig. 53] 

Pl. 69 a. Plan of courtyard unit at Korinthou 337, Patras [AA 30 (1975) 107 fig. 4] 

b. Plans of Houses A, B and C at Miaoule 55-57, Patras [AA 32 (1977) 87, fig. 14] 

c. Plan of courtyard unit at Kanare 54 and Korinthou Strs., Patras [AA 29 (1973-74) 352, fig. 5] 

d. Plan of remains at Karaiskake 213 and Miaoule Strs., Patras [AA 32 (1977) 85, fig. 13] 

Pl. 70 a. Plans of shops at Hypselantou 233, Patras [AA 32 (1977) 88, fig. 15] 

b. Plan of the Villa of Diomedes at Pompeii [Richardson (1988) 349, fig. 52] 
c. Casa de los Pajaros, Italica, 2 n d century A C [Meyer (1999) 104, fig. 3A] 

Pl. 71 a. Plan of the San Rocco Villa at Francolise, early 1st century A C [Ward-Perkins (1979) 196, fig. 
118] 

b. Plan of tetrastyle atrium/impluvium unit at Boukaoure 90-92, Patras [AA 32 (1977) 70, fig. 2] 

c. Plan of House on the Esquiline, Rome; probably 1st or 2 n d centuries A C [Ward-Perkins (1979) 
192, fig. 116] 

d. A reconstruction of a room with niches at Gounare 69, Patras [AA 31 (1976) 113, fig. 9] 

Pl. 72 a. Plan of domestic remains at Erenstrole, 31-35, Patras [AA 33 (1978) 83, fig.l] 

b. Domestic remains from Korinthou, Miaoule and Tsamadou Strs., Patras [AA 29 (1973-74) 251 a] 

c. Wall remains from Kanakare 123 and Hermou 83, Patras [AA 29 (1973-74) pl. 259 c] 

Pl. 73 a. Remains of nymphaeum at Sisine 17-19, Patras [AA 31 (1976) pl. 58 d] 

b. Drawing of funerary monument at Norman 88, Patras; opus reticulatum and opus testaceum [AA 
36(1981) 169 fig. 10] 

c. Plan of nymphaeum at Sisine 17-19, Patras [AA 31 (1976) 79, fig. 8] 

Pl. 74 a. Domestic remains at Neophytou 42, Patras [AA 36 (1981) pl. 99 a] 

b. Pebble mosaic from Gounare 108-110, Patras [AA 35 (1980) pl. 84 c] 

c. Remains of mosaic paved atrium with impluvium at Panachaikou 8, Patras [AA 29 (1973-74) 

pl. 220 a] 

d. Remains of a pebble mosaic, Patras [Petropoulos and Rizakis (1994) 198, fig. 8] 

e. Domestic remains from Neophytou 42, Patras [AA 36 (1981) pl. 99 a] 

Pl. 75 a. Plan of atrium/impluvium from Psyla Alonia Square, Patras [AA 29 (1971) 158, fig. 4] 

b. Remains of atrium/impluvium with black-and-white mosaic from Psyla Alonia Square, Patras 
[^29 (1971) pl. 135 a] 

Pl. 76 a. Mosaic pavement at Panachaidos Athenas 8, Patras [AA 42 (1987) pl. 77] 

b. Mosaic pavement from Karatza 12, Patras [AA 32 (1977) pl. 52 d] 

Pl. 77 a. Mosaic pavement from Sisine 17-19, Patras [AA 32 (1977) pl. 60] 

b. Plan of domestic remains at Hagiou Demetriou 55, Patras [AA 30 (1975) 109 fig. 5] 
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c. Mosaic pavement from Neophytou 42, Patras [AA 36 (1981) pi. 99 a] 

PI. 78 a. A mosaic pavement from the Aventine Hill, Rome. Two bestiarii ready to confront attacking 
bears. [Blake (1936) pi. 42. 5] 

b. Mosaic pavement from the Casa Mosaico del Sileno, Cos [Morricone (1950) 242, fig. 75] 

c. Mosaic pavement from the Casa del Mosico del Sileno, Cos [Morricone (1950) 242, fig. 76] 

PI. 79 Marble tomb door with bronze bosses (a, b, c) from a Macedonian tomb, Thessalonike 
[Photographs by Evangelia Nasiopoulou] 

PI. 80 Bronze door bosses (a, b, c) from the Ashlar House, Stymphalos [Photographs by Maureen Rode] 

a. Remains of statue base and stepped impluvium from Neophytou Str, Patras [AA 36 (1981) pi. 99 
b] 

b. House of the Little Bull (V.i.7), Pompeii [George (1998) 86, fig. 3] 

PI. 82 Ancient sites in relation to the street grid of the modern town, from ca 1910's [Cartledge and 
Spawforth (1989) 215] 

PI. 83 Map of the area of enclosed in the Hellenistic circuit wall of Sparta: ancient sites, modern building 
blocks and street network [Raftopoulou (1998) 138, fig. 12.22] 

PI. 84 a. Remains of a courtyard house at the Stratakou plot, Mesoa district, Sparta [AA 35 (1980) pi. 49 
a l 

b. Plan of a corridor house at Herakleidon Str. Sparta [AA Al (1992) 108, fig. 6] 

c. Plan of Hellenistic House at Grammenon, Ioannina [AA 21 (1972) 447, fig. 3] 

d. Plan of Roman House at Kallion [Zapheiropoulou (1982) 11] 
PI. 85 a. Remains of atrium/impluvium house at Lykourgos Str, Sparta [Raftopoulou (1998) 130, fig. 

12.9] 

b. Plan of atrium/impluvium house at Lykourgos Str, Sparta [Raftopoulou (1998) 130, fig. 12.10] 

PI. 86 a. Atrium/impluvium house from the Salare-Kephalopoulou plot, Sparta [AA 35 (1980) pi. 47 b] 

b. Remains of a possible peristyle atrium house at Dorieon Str, Sparta [Raftopoulou (1998) 131, 
fig. 12.11] 

c. Domestic remains from the Tsaroucha plot, Magoula area, Sparta [AA 35 (1980) pi. 53] 

PI. 87 a. Remains of atrium with garden impluvium, Chamaretou Str, Sparta [Raftopoulou (1998) 132, 
fig. 12.13] 

b. Plan of atrium with garden impluvium, Chamaretou Str, Sparta [Raftopoulou (1980) 132, fig. 
12.13] 

PI. 88 a. Domestic remains from the Polychronakou plot, Sparta [AA 35 (1980) 137, fig. 1] 

b. Plan of domestic remains at the Blachou plot (O T. 136), Sparta [AA 30 (1980) 141, fig. 3] 

c. Plan of bath unit, A, and domestic remains, unit B, Kokkonou plot, Sparta [AA 29 (1973-74) 284, 

fig. 1] 

PI. 89 a. Wall painting of a Muse from a Spartan Tomb [Adamantiou (1931) pi. 1] 

b. Wall painting of Apollo (?) from a Spartan Tomb [Adamantiou (1931) pi. 2] 

c. Plan of possible domestic remains with hypocaust from the Kalkanakou plot, Gytheon [AA 29 
(1973-74) 293, fig. 5] 

d. Fragment of a mosaic pavement from Pergantis plot, Sparta [Panayiotopoulou (1998) 117, fig. 
10.6] 
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Pl. 90 a. Detail of early Roman period mosaic, Lymberakos plot, Sparta [Panayiotopoulou (1998) 113, 
fig. 10.1] 

b. Hellenistic Triton mosaic from Magoula area, Sparta [AA 19 (1964) pl. 136] 

c. Mosaic pavement from villa at the Paraskeuopoulou plot, Sparta [AA 20 (1965) pl. 153 a] 

d. Mosaic pavement from room T, of the villa at the Paraskeuoplou plot, Sparta [AA 20 (1965) pl. 
153 b] 

Pl. 91a. Black-and-white dolphin panel, from the Eleni Dipla plot, Sparta [AA 20 (1965) 155 c] 

b. Detail of mosaic pavement, the Three Graces, from the Polychronakou plot, Sparta [AA 35 
(1980) pl.48] 

Pl. 92 a. A vault mosaic pavement from a Roman villa near Korone [Papachatztis (1979) 160, fig. 116] 

b. Mosaic pavement from a Roman villa at Desylla [AA 22 (1967) pl. 145 b] 

c. Ivory jointed doll from Sparta [Kourinou-Pikoula (1985-86) pl. 31] 

Pl. 93 a. The battle of Actium, 31 B C (after Kromayer and Vieth) [Keppie (1994) 129, fig. 37] 

b. The synoecism of Nikopolis [Hoepfher (1987) 447, Abb. 1] 

Pl. 94 a. Lamp from Tomb 9, Nikopolis [AA 28 (1973) pl. 358 d] 

b. Coin from Nikopolis depicting boar and Molossian dog [Oikonomidou (1987) 484, pl. B, 17] 

c. Coin from Nikopolis depicting Apollo Leukates [Tzouvara-Soule (1987) 464, fig. 3 b] 

Pl. 95 Topographical map of Nikopolis [AA 44 (1989) 269, fig. 9] 

Pl. 96 Map of sites in Epeiros with Roman remains [Karatzeni (2001) 165] 

Pl. 97 a. Plan of Houses 6 & 7, Kassope [Dakaris (1982) 80, fig. 1] 

b. Plan of House 1, Kassope [Dakaris (1977) 145, fig. 2] 

c. Plan of House 1, Horraon (Ammotopos) [Dakaris (1986) 126, fig. 7] 

Pl. 98 a. Plan of Houses 1, 2, 3 & 5, Kassope [Dakaris (1979) 115, fig. 1] 

b. Plans of House 5: phases from the 4 t h - 1st centuries BC, Kassope [Dakaris (1980) 29, fig.4] 

Pl. 99 a. Plan of Hellenistic phase of House B from Grundstiick A (Logothete plot) Leukas [Fiedler 
(1999)418] 

b. Plan of Classical phase of House B from Grundstiick A (Logothete plot), Leukas [Fiedler (1999) 
416] 

c. Plan of housing block on the south slop of the Aeropagus [Travlos (1971) 396, fig. 509] 

d. Plans of House of the Archives A (top) and Roman House B (bottom), Kallion [Themelis (1979) 
255, Abb. 10] 

P l 100 a. Plan of Houses A-D, Abdera [Walter (1972) 75, 111. 1] 

b. Plan of Houses VIII and IX, Priene [Walter (1972) 75, 111. 2] 

Pl. 101 a. Plan of House A - Flugelhofhaus type — from the Pnyx, Athens [Lauter-Bufe and Lauter 
(1971) 112, Abb. 3] 

b. Plans and reconstructions of Houses A, B and C -Fliigelhqfhaus type — on the Pnyx Hill, Athens 
[Jones (1975) 89, fig. 8] 

Pl. 102 a. Plan of house at Masklenista, Thesprotia [AA 49 (1994) 428, fig. 8] 

b. Remains of entrance to House 14, Kassope [Hoepfher and Schwandner (1986) 116, Abb. 114] 
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PI. 103 a. Plans of Houses A, B and C from the Zekou Plot, Ambrakia [AA 37 (1982) 261, fig. 1] 

b. Plan of Hellenistic House at Grammenon, Ioannina [AA 27 (1972) 447, fig. 3] 

c. Plan of Roman House at Kallion [Zapheiropoulou (1982) 11] 

PI. 104 a. Remains of the andron from House A, Kotsarida Plot, Ambrakia [AA 35 (1980) pi. 152 b] 

b. Scene from Red Figure krater depicting entrance-way [Hoepfher and Schwandner (1986) 117, 
fig. 115] 

PI. 105 a. Mosaic paved andron from House of Archives, Kallion [Themelis (1979) 269, Abb. 34] 

b. A domestic plan from Ladochore, Thesprotia; Ntritsou plot [AA 50 (1995) 446, fig. 6] 

c. Plans of Houses A and B from the Logothete Plot (Grunstruck A), Leukas [AA 48 (1993) 298, 
fig. 16] 

PI. 106 a. Plans of Houses A and B from Chalikia Plot (Grunstruck B), Leukas [AA 48 (1993) 294, fig. 
14] 

b. Plan of Building B from ancient Elea, Thesprotia [AA 43 (1988) 350, fig. 8] 

PI. 107 a. Plan of structure with hearths from the Tzema Plot, Soule region, Thesprotia [AA 49 (1994) 
426, fig. 7] 

b. Remains of peristyle House A, and part of House B, Ambrakia [AA 35 (1980) pi. 151] 

PI. 108 a. Plan of House 2, Kassope (section from larger plan of Houses 1, 2, and 3) [Dakaris (1978) 101, 
fig- 2] 

b. Plan of House 49, 19 from Megara Hyblaea [Vallet et al. (1983) 46, fig. 34] 

c. Plan of House of the Arched Cistern, Morgantina [Tsakirgis (1990) 424, fig. 7] 

PI. 109 a. Plan of the villa at Luni, phase II [George (1997) 102, fig. 37 b] 

b. Plan of the Villa of Antoninus, Nikopolis [AA 28 (1973) 408, fig. 5] 

PI. 110 a. Plan of peristyle courtyard from final phase of Villa of Diomedes, Pompeii [Richardson (1988) 
349 fig. 52] 

b. Plan of House at Masklenitsa, Thesprotia (corridor VII later subdivided) [AA 49 (1994) 428, fig. 
8] 

c. Plan of villa remains at « M i a m p e l i » area, Kephalonia [Kallipolites (1961-62) 2, fig. 1] 

PI. 111 a. Plan of villa at Manerau (a possible division of internal space) [Smith (1997) 210, fig. 60, b] 

b. Plan of villa complex at Stroggyle, Arta [AA 48 (1993) 283, fig. 9] 

PI. 112 a. Plan of the villa at Stroggyle, Arta [AA 49 (1994) 384, fig. 8] 

b. Plans of remains and mosaic pavement at Kontogiorge Plot, Ambrakia (Arta) [AA 42 (1987) 312, 
fig- 2] 

PI. 113 a. Drawing sample of mosaic design from Vienne, France [Balmelle et al. (1985) 317, pl.201 e] 

b. Mosaic fragment from section B, Psyla Alonia Square, Patra [AA 26 (1971) 155, fig. 3] 

c. Plan of a possible public peristyle structure from Gitane, Thesprotia [AA 44 (1989) 305, fig. 4] 

PI. 114 a. Remains of mosaic paved courtyard of Peristyle House 3, Kassope [Hoepfher and Schwandner 
(1986) 121, 

b. Mosaic pavement from Durres (Dyrrachium) Andrea (1991-92) 77, fig. 12] 

c. 5: stamped tile with baitylos from Ambrakia; 6, 7, 8, Epeirote coins with baitylos [Tzouvara-
Soule (1987) 467, fig. 6] 
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d. Courtyard of House IV from the east, Kallion [Themelis (1979) 259, Abb. 15] 

PI. 115 a. A possible baitylos from the Peristyle House south of the House of the Dolphins, Abdera 
[Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] 

b. Part of a marble baitylos from Nikopolis, # 865 [Tzouvara-Soule (1987) 465, fig. 4] 

c. Remains of the Peristyle House, south of the House of the Dolphins, with baitylos near the paved 
court [Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] 

PI. 116 a. Remains of door, bronze bosses, from andron of House 1, Kassope [Hoepfher and Schwandner 
(1986) 117, Abb. 116] 

b. Marble door from Hellenistic Grabenlagen, Kalydon [Hoepfher and Schwandner (1986) 117, 
Abb. 117] 

PI. 117 a. Cubiculum of a villa at Boscoreale, Pompeii [Ramage and Ramage (1991) 58, fig. 2.20] 
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Plate 1 

a. Map of the Roman Province of Achaia between 27 b. Map of the Roman Province of Achaia after 
BC to ca AD 117 ca AD 117 
[Eck (1976) 18-9] [Eck (1976) 58-9] 

colony 

: Location of 
mndations in 

?• 36] 
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Plate 2 

A, B, C, D:Tthe Philosophical Schools of Athens; E: Roman domestic remains along 
the SE slope of the Hill of the Nymphs; F: The Industrial District of Athens; G:The 

House of the Greek Mosaic; H: A peristyle garden-amum house 
[Frantz etal. (1988) pl. 3] 
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Plate 3 



a. Plan of the House of the Masks, Delos 
[Walter-Karyde (1996) 10, fig. 7] 

b. Plan of NW region of Athens; A: Peristyle House of Aristodemos; B: 
The House of the Greek Mosaic 

[Young (1951) 146, fig. 3] 
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Plate 5 

422 



Y c t h T u n y P R E . - D D A I M 

Plan of Houses C and D from the Industrial District, SW of the Athenian Agora; 
top, separate units; bottom combined dwellings 
[Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 176, fig. 41] 
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Plate 7 

General plan of the Sanctuary of Demeter at Eleusis and vicinity; L 30, atrium house 
[Mylonas(1961)pl. 4] 
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Plate 8 

N \ 
A P X A I O N T E I X O Z . P O A E Q Z. 

Plan of Atrium House (L 30) outside north wall of Sanctuary 
of Demeter at Eleusis 

[Kourouniotes (1936) 35, fig. 1] 
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Plate 9 

HOUSE A 

COURT 

66\9 

7o.33 

lO 
4=4= -m. 

a. East-West section through Roman drain and west 
foundation of House N, looking north, Athens 

[Young (1951) 265, fig. 23] 
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Plate 10 

a. Plan of the Maison de la Colline, Delos b. Plan of the House of the Comedian, Delos 
[Chamonard (1922) pi. XV] [Bruneau et al. (1970) pi. A] 

c. Plan of House A, Inopus Quarter, Delos d- p l a n o f Maison du Lac, Delos 
[Chamonard (1922) pi. XXVIII] [Chamonard (1922) pi. XX) 
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Plate 11 

a. Plan and reconstruction of House of the 
Greek Mosaic along the south slope of the 

Areopagus, Athens 
[Jones (1975) 78] 

b. Plan of the House of Aristodemos, south slope of the Areopagus 
[Travlos (1971) 401, fig. 520] 
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a. Plan of the House of the Trident, Delos 
[Chamonard (1922) pl.XIII) 



Plate 13 

Hagnousios stele 
b. Plan of the House of Hermes, Delos 

[Bruneau and Ducat (1983) 216, fig. 71] 
a. Plan of the remains of a peristyle 

house north of the Olympieion 
[Travlos (1971) 163, fig. 380, 164] 

c. Plan of peristyle house along the NW shoulder of the Areopagus 
[Thompson and Wycherley (1972) 184 fig. 46] 
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Plate 14 

Plan of the domestic remains fom the Classical and Roman periods in the Industrial District and SE slop 
of the Hill of the Nymphs, Athens; e: corridor; a, b:exedrae; c: bicolumnar courtyard; f: corridor 

A & C peristyle houses; E: Road to Piraeus; F: Street of the Marble Workers; green line: Great Drain 
[Travlos (1972) 395 fig. 508] 

431 



Plate 15 

a. Plan of excavated remains around the Dipylon Gate 
[Koumanoudes (1974-75) plan B] 

b. Plan of domestic structures in the area near the Dipylon Gate 
[Koumanoudes (1874-75) plan C] 
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Plate 16 

c. Plan of the Agora in the 5 century AC; Philosophical Schools, A, B, C, 
D; E: Library of Pantainos. [Frantz et al. (1988) pl. 6] 
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Plate 17 

c. Reconstruction of the andron of House II, Eretria 
[Reber (1998) 100, Abb. 159] 
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c. Plan of the garden peristyle atrium House 
along the north slope of the Areopagus, Athens 

[Frantz et al. (1988) pi. 25 a] 

d. Remains of the garden peristyle atrium on the north 
slope of the Areopagos, Athens e. Remains of a garden court in Dougga, Tunisia 
[Frantz et al. (1988) pi. 24 a] [Frantz et al. (1988) pi. 24] 



a. Plan of remains of garden peristyle house with 
tetrastyle atrium at Psylalonia 15-16, Patras 

[AA 32(1977) 83, fig. 11] 
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a. Drawing of well and well covering from the House of 
the Trident, Delos 

[Chamonard (1922) pl. 63] 
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Plate 21 

Drawings of mural paintings (watercolours) from the slope of the Hil l of the Nymphs 
[Thompson and Wycherley (1972) pi. 9 a-d] 

438 



Plate 22 

Brown 

Green 

Red 

Detailed drawing of wall painting remains from a Roman period 
house near the Dipylon Gate, Athens 

[Koumanoudes (1874-75) plan C] 
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Plate 2 3 

a. Drawings of murals from Eleusis 
[Philios (1888) pi. 4] 

b. Fragment of a wall painting from House V, room m, of the 
Roman House beneath the Hypostall Hall, Delos 

[Leroux (1909) fig. 98] 
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a. Remains of a mural decoration from a Roman period house situated in 
the area south of the Areopagus, Athens 

[Leroux (1909) 70, fig. 101] 

b. Reconstruction drawing of wall painting of room G from the House of Pothetos, Thera 
[Hiller von Gaertringen (1899-1909) pi. 3] 
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Plate 2 5 

Z i m m e r i m P a l a z z o 

Abflussrinne 

a. A reconstruction drawing of painted wall in room i9of the Palazzo, Thera 
[Hiller von Gaertringen (1899-1909) pl. 1] 

Haus mi t Mosa ik und Nische 
I.W-C <&ea P l a n e s Se i teT84; 

SO ' tsraad des Til-rnmarsX)* 

b. Wall painting from Building D, Thera 
[Hiller von Gaertringen (1899-1909) pl. 4] 

Palazzo, TreppenfLur l is 
O s t w a n c t u n d S i i c i w a i i d 

c. Remains of a mural painting from the Palazzo, Thera 
[[Hiller von Gaertringen (1899-1909) pl. 1] 
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Plate 2 6 

£ Palazzo, Ostsaal (S) 
W'-Wand N . - W a i i d 1 : 50 

a. Drawing of a mural painting from the Palazzo, Thera 
[Hiller von Gaertringen (1899-1909) pl. 1] 

b. Drawing of mural painting from the House east of the Temple of Apollo Pythios, Thera 
f Hiller von Gaertringen (1899-1909) pl. 31 

c. Drawing of mural painting from the House east of the Temple of Apollo Pythios, Thera 
[Hiller von Gaertringen (1899-1909) pl. 1] 
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Plate 27 

a. Roman period domestic remains at Dionysiou Arepagitou and Kallispere, 
[AA 48 (1993) pi. 20] 

b. Marble fragment of an opus sectile pavement, Stymphalos 
[Photograph by Maureen Rode] 

c. Pebble mosaic pavement from the House of the Greek Mosaic, Athens 
[Thompson and Wycherley (1972) pi. 89 d] 
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a. Remains of the andron of the House of the 
Greek Mosaic south of the Areopagus, 

[Thompson and Wycherley (1972) pl. 89 c] 

b. Remains of the House of the Parrot Mosaic 
south of the Areopgaus, 

[Thompson and Wycherley (1972) pl. 90 a] 

e. Detail of black-and-white mosaic pavement at Chatzemichale 3, Athens 
[A4 40 (1985) 15, pl. 9 b] 

4 4 5 



a. An Attic red-figure loutrophoros. A herm and altar 
in front of a door, 430-20 BC. Karlsruhe, Badisches 

Landesmuseum. 
[Walter-Karyde (1996) 67, fig. 55] 

b. A marble oscillum with an image of a 
striding satyr 

[Thompson (1949) pi. 44.2] 

c. Fragment from a stone window, Habitation III 
G, Delos 

[Bruneau etal. (1970) fig. 161] 

d. Fragment of a window tile from a pre-
Herulian context in the area of the north 
slope of the Areopagos, Houses A and C 

[Frantz et al. (1988) pi. 4 Id] 
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Restored painting of a glass plate found in the Agora, Athens 
[Weinburg(1962)28,fig. 1] 
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Plate 31 

P o s t - 1 4 6 B.C. C o r i n t h , a n d p l a n n i n g o f t h e R o m a n c o l o n y o f 4 4 B.C. 

Outline map of Corinth and vicinity with proposed new location of West Long wall. 
Contour lines 10m intervals. 
[Romano (1994) 11, fig. 1] 
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Plate 32 

a. The forum area in the 2nd century AC, Corinth 
[•Hoskins Walbank (1994) 112, fig.71 

b. Plan of three phases of triclinium from the 
Anaploga Villa, Corinth 

[Miller (1972) 337, fig. 3] 

c. Plan of phase II of Anaploga Villa, Corinth 
[Miller (1972) 335, fig. 2] 
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Plate 34 
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Plate 35 

K T H M A A N O P A A 

a. A general plan of the excavation site at Pano Magoula, Corinth, 
depicting the cistern and later Roman atrium house 

[Pallas (1955) 202, fig. 1] 

TJ o P °~ 

b. Plan of atrium house with impluvium at Pano Magoula, Corinth 
[Pallas (1955) 203, fig. 3] 
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Plate 36 

a. Plan of mosaic pavements from Roman Villa at Cheliotomylos, Corinth 
[Shear, Sr. (1930) pl.l] 

b. Plan of remains of Roman Villa at Cheliotomylos, Corinth 
[Shear, Sr. (1930)27, fig. 3] 
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b. Close-up of channel of a possible garden- c. Remains of a possible garden-peristyle from 
peristyle from the Panaghia Field Villa, Corinth the Panaghia Field Villa, Corinth 

[Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] [Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] 
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Plate 38 

a. Plan of peristyle courtyard, Annex to Temple E, at the NW comer of the 
peribolos of Temple E 

[Anderson (1967) 2, fig.l] 

b. Plan of early Roman remains of the Atrium Veneris, Kenchreai, 
Period 4; A: broadroom. 

[Scranton et al. (1978) Ul. 37] 
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a. Plan of the Atrium Veneris, Kenchreai, 2 Roman phase, Period 5 
A: tablinum; B: broadroom/oecuj; C : fauces. 

[Scranton etal. (1978) ill. 38] 

b. Plan of the Maison du Dionysos, Delos 
fWestgate (2000) 411, fig. 141 
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Plate 40 

a. Plan of the royal palace at Vergina 
[Pandermalis (1976) 389, Abb. I] 
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Plate 41 

i ? r ii -

a. Plan of nymphaeum from Lechaion villa from the earlier excvations of 1918 
[Philadelpheus (1918) 126, fig. 1] 
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b. A more complete plan of the villa with nymphaeum at Lechaion 
[Stikas (1957) 90, fig. 1] 
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Plate 42 

Courtyard 

1? Cn 

Kitchen, 
service areas 

and bath 
facilities 

a. Plan of the Villa of Antoninus, Nikopolis 
[Ad 28 (1973) 408, fig. 5] 

decumanus 

b. Plan of the villa at Luni, phase II 
[George (1997) 102, fig. 37 b] 
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Plate 43 

c. Plan of the Casa Amfiteatro, Madrid 
[Meyer (1999) 104, fig. 3D] 
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Plate 44 
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b. Plan of the area east of the theatre, 
Corinth; phase III, buildings 1,3,5 and 7 

[Gadbery (1994) 48, fig. 1] 

a. Plan of the area east of the Theatre, Corinth 
[Williams and Zervos (1983) 10, fig. 3] 

n — 

• S r j 
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Plate 45 

b. Remains of the classical pebble mosaic pavement from the House 
of the Opus Sectile Panel, Corinth 

[Williams II and Zervos (1983) pl. 2 a] 
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Plate 46 

Hall 
"Three Room Group" 

DTJU Main Room 
Subsidiary Room 
Business Room 

Hall Larger Main Room 

Plans of Pergamene peristyle houses 
[Wulf-Rheidt (1998) 329, fig. 16] 
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Plate 47 

b. Remains of mosaic pavements from the Mosaic House 
at Corinth, east side of South Basilica 

[Broneer(1935) pl. 17.1] 
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Plate 48 

a. Remains of the fountain room, top right corner, and section of mosaic pavement 
from atrium, bottom left, from the Panaghia Field Villa, Corinth 

[Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] 

b. Detail of remains of the fountain from the fountain room of the Phanagia Field Villa, Corinth 
[Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] 
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Plate 49 

a. Section drawing of the North House at Knossos 
[Sackett et al. (1992) 52, fig. 1] 

b. Plan of the North House at Knossos; early phase 
[Sackett et al. (1992) pl. 19] 
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Plate 50 

a. Plaster from the andron of the Ashlar House at Stymphalos 
[Photograph by Maureen Rode] 

b. Red moulded wall plaster from the Ashlar House at Stymphalos 
[Photograph by Maureen Rode] 

467 



Plate 51 

a. Paneled wall decoration reconstructed from Building 3, 
east of the Theatre of Corinth, (Corinth Museum) 

[Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] 

b. Reconstruction drawing of Building 7, Room 4, north wall 
(drawing by C. K. Williams II) 

[Gadbery (1994) 56, fig. 7] 
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Plate 52 

a. Opus sectile glass panel from the House of the Opus Sectile Panel, 
east of the Theatre, Corinth 
[Oliver (2001) 350, fig. 1] 

b. Brick pavement from the Panaghia Field Villa, Corinth 
[Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] 
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Plate 53 

a. Marble lined impluvium from the atrium of the Panaghia 
Field Villa, Corinth 

[Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] 

b. Blue-white-and-red mosaic pavement from a room off the 
NW comer the atrium of the Panaghia Field Villa, Corinth 

[Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] 
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Plate 54 

a. Detail of scroll pattern from mosaic pavement from 
the triclinium of the Anaploga Villa (Corinth Museum) 

[Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] 

b. Reconstruction drawing of the mosaic pavement from 
the triclinium of the Anaploga Villa Corinth 

[Miller (1972) 334, fig. 1] 
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Detail from the mosaic pavement of Room D (below), central panel, 
head of Dionysos, Roman Villa at Corinth (Cheliotomylos) 

[Shear Sr. (1930) fig. 36] 

)X)».©<>(-)X).(>.<> Is 

IS 

of mosaic pavement from Room D, Roman Villa at Corinth, (Cheliotomylos) 
[Shear Sr. (1930) pi. X] 
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Plate 56 

s g ^ i W ^ ^ a ^ y • YIP* 

a. Drawing of the mosaic pavement from Room B 
of the Roman Villa at Corinth (Cheliotomylos) 

[Shear Sr. (1930) pl. VII] 

b. Drawing of the mosaic pavement from Room C of 
the Roman Villa at Corinth (Cheliotomylos) 

[Shear Sr. (1930) pl. Vffl] 

c. Drawing of the mosaic pavement from Room E 
of the Roman Villa at Corinth (Cheliotomylos) 

[Shear, Sr. (1930) pl. XI] 

d. Drawing of the mosaic pavement from the atrium of 
the Roman Villa at Corinth (Cheliotomylos) 

[Shear, Sr. (1930) pl. m] 
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Plate 57 

a. Mosaic pavement of radiating triangles from the Villa of Dionysos, Dion 
[Postcard printed by J. Rekos Ltd.] 

b. Remains of mosaic I, 2a, in the northeast corridor of the peristyle in 
Atrium Veneris, Kenchreai 

[Scranton etal. (1978) pi. 36] 
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a. Polychrome mosaic pavement with Dionysos scene from the 
Mosaic House at Corinth, northeast corner of South Basilica 

[Broneer(1935) pi. 17. 2) 

b. Nereid and Triton mosaic from the central room of the Mosaic 
House at Corinth, eastside of South Basilica 

[Wienberg[1960] pi. 57.2] 

475 



a. Area C: Atrium Veneris from the northeast 
[Scranton et al. (1978) pl. 34] 

b. From a room north of the 
prytaneion at Olympia c- B a t h s o f N e P t u n e - 0 s t i a 

[Catling (1087-88) 27, fig. 27] [Scrinari, Pellegrino an Lauro (1989) 16] 

d. Marine scene, from the Baths at Isthmia 
[Ad 31 (1976) pl. 62] 
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i - i a 
b. Plan of remains of atrium with impluvium at Dexamene Square, Patras 

\AA 26 (1971) 164, fig. 81 
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b. Plan of remains at Korinthou 288 and 
Kanare, Patras 

[Ad 29 (1973-74) 398, fig. 1] 
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Plate 63 

b. Plan of atrium/impluvium house at Lontou 101-102, Patras 
a. Plan of Roman domestic remains at, [AA 40 (1985) 110, fig. 2] 

Korinthou, Miaoule and Tsamadou, Patras 
[AA 29 (1973-74) 392, plan. A] 

c. Plans of atrium House B and tetrastyle atrium d. Plan of atrium/impluvium house at Panachaikou 8, 
House A at Niketa 26-30, Patras Patras 

[AA 30 (1975) 110, fig. 6] [AA 29 (1973-74) 356, fig. 8] 
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Plate 64 

a. Plan of tetrastyle atrium/impluvium 
house at Germanou 80-82, Patras 

[AA 32(1977) 72, fig. 3] 
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Plate 65 

a. Remains of villa at Psyla Alonia Square, with 
om-uffl/fountain room to the right, and stepped impluvium b- P l a n o f H o u s e o f V e t t u a t PomP<™ 

at the bottom, Patras [Richardson (1988) 423] 
[Papachatzis (1980) 119, fig. 74] 

c. Remains of peristyle atrium house at Kanakare 
205, Patras 

[Ad 35 (1980) pl. 79] 

d. Plans of peristyle atrium, House A and House 
B at Karaiskake and Miaoule 67-73, Patras 

[AA 30 (1975) 101, fig. 1] 
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Plate 66 

a. Plan of atium house with garden impluvium at 
Agraphon 10-12, Patras 
[AA 40 1985) 109, fig. 1] 

b. Remains of atium house with garden 
impluvium at Agraphon 10-12, Patras 

[AA 40 1985) pi. 37 b] 

Plan of atrium garden at Karatza 17-19, Patras d. Remains of atrium garden at Karatza 17-19, Patras 
[AA 32 (1977) 75, fig. 5] [AR (1985-86) 32, fig. 41] 
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Plate 67 

a. Plan of tetrastyle atrium with peristyle-garden 
at Psylalonia 15-16, Patras: Phase I, 1st c. A C 

[AA 32 (1977) 83, fig. 11] 
b. Plan of tetrastyle atrium with peristyle-garden at 

Psylalonia 15-16, Patras: Phase II, 2nd c. A C 
[AA 32 (1977) 84 fig. 12] 

c. Plan of peristyle-garden at Eleias and d. Plan of peristyle-garden and courtyard at Hagiou 
Erenstrole 39, Patras Demetriou and Botsare, Patras 

[AA 29 (1973-74) 361, fig. 11] [AA 42 (1987) 141, fig. 2] 
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Plate 68 

a. Plan of possible peristyle-garden with triclinium at b. Plan of House of the Faun, VI 
Niketa 9-13 Karatza, Patras 12, at Pompeii; a: alae, b: tablinum 
[AA 35 (1980) 192 fig. 14] [Zanker (1998) 194, a] 

c. Plan of the House of the 
Labyrinth, VI 11.10, Pompeii; 

a: alae; b: tablinum d. Plan of the Villa of Mysteries (final phase), Pompeii 
[Zanker (1998) 194, b] [Richardson (1988) 356, fig. 53] 
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Plate 69 

a. Plan of courtyard unit at Korinthou 337, 
Patras 

[AA 30 (1975) 107 fig. 4] 

c. Plan of courtyard unit at Kanare 54 
and Korinthou Strs., Patras 

[AA 29 (1973-74) 352, fig. 5] 

b. Plans of Houses A, B and C at Miaoule 55-57, Patras 
[Ad 32 (1977) 87, fig. 14] 

d. Plan of remains at Karaiskake 213 and 
Miaoule Strs., Patras 

[AA 32 (1977) 85, fig. 13] 
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Plate 71 
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a. Plan of the San Rocco Villa at Francolise, early 1st 

century AC 
[Ward-Perkins (1979) 196, fig. 118] 

b. Plan of tetrastyle 
atrium/impluvium unit at Boukaoure 

90-92, Patras 
[AA 32 (1977) 70, fig. 2] 
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c. Plan of House on the Esquiline, Rome; 
probably 1st or 2nd centuries AC 

[Ward-Perkins (1979) 192, fig. 116] 

d. A reconstruction of a room with niches at Gounare 69, Patras 
[AA 31 (1976) 113, fig. 9] 

4 8 8 



Plate 72 

b. Domestic remains from Korinthou, Miaoule and c. Wall remains from Kanakare 123 
Tsamadou Strs., Patras and Hermou 83, Patras 
[AA 29 (1973-74) 251 a] [AA 29 (1973-74) pl. 259 c] 
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a. Remains of nymphaeum at Sisine 17-19, Patras 
[Ad 31 (1976) pl. 58 d] 

[Ad 36 (1981) 169 fig. 10] 

c. Plan of nymphaeum at Sisine 17-19, Patras 
[AA 31 (1976) 79, fig. 8] 
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Plate 74 

a. Domestic remains at Neophytou 42, Patras 
[AA 36 (1981) pi. 99 al 

c. Remains of mosaic paved atrium with 
impluvium at Panachaikou 8, Patras 

[AA 29 (1973-74) pi. 220 a] 

b. Pebble mosaic from Gounare 108-110, Patras 
[AA 35 (1980) pi. 84 c] 

d. Remains of a pebble mosaic, Patras 
[Petropoulos and Rizakis (1994) 198, fig. 8] 

e. Domestic remains from Neophytou 42, Patras 
[^ 36 (1981) pi. 99 a] 
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Plate 75 

a. Plan of atrium/impluvium from Psyla Alonia Square, Patras 
[Ad 29 (1971) 158, fig. 4] 

b. Remains of atrium/impluvium with black-and-white mosaic from 
Psyla Alonia Square, Patras 

[Ad 29 (1971) pl. 135 a] 
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Plate 76 

b. Mosaic pavement from Karatza 12, Patras 
[Ad 32(1977) pl. 52 dl 



Plate 77 
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Plate 78 

a. A mosaic pavement from the Aventine Hill, Rome. Two 
bestiarii ready to confront attaking bears. 

[Blake (1936) pl. 42. 5] 

b. Mosaic pavement from the Casa Mosaico 
del Sileno, Cos 

[Morricone (1950) 242, fig. 75] 

c. Mosaic pavement from the Casa del Mosico del 
Sileno, Cos 

[Morricone (1950) 242, fig. 76] 
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Plate 79 

Marble tomb door with bronze bosses (a, b, c) from Macedonain tomb, Thessalonike 
[Photographs by Evangelia Nasiopoulou] 
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Plate 80 

(c) 

Bronze door bosses (a, b, c) from the Ashlar House, Stymphalos 
[Photographs by Maureen Rode] 
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a. Remains of statue base and stepped impluvium from Neophytou Str., Patras 
[Ad 36 (1981) pl. 99 b] 

b. House of the Little Bull (V.i.7), Pompeii 
[George (1998) 86, fig. 3] 
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Plate 82 

Ancient sites in relation to the street grid of the modern town, 
from ca 1910's 

[Cartledge and Spawforth (1989) 215] 
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Plate 83 
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Plate 84 

a. Remains of a courtyard house at the Stratakou plot, Mesoa district, Sparta 
[AA 35 (1980) pl. 49 al 

[AA 47 (1992) 108, fig. 6] 
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d. Plan of Roman House at Kallion 
[Zapheiropoulou (1982) 11] 



a. Remains of atrium/impluvium house at Lykourgos Str., Sparta 
fRaftopoulou (1998) 130, fig. 12.91 

b. Plan of atrium/impluvium house at Lykourgos Str., Sparta 
[Raftopoulou (1998) 130, fig. 12.10] 
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Plate 86 

d. Domestic remains from the Tsaroucha plot, Magoula area, Sparta 
[AA 35 (1980) pi. 53] 
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Plate 87 

a. Remains of atrium with garden impluvium, Chamaretou Str., Sparta 
TRaftopoulou (1998) 132, fig. 12.131 

b. Plan of atrium with garden impluvium, Chamaretou Str., Sparta 
[Raftopoulou (1980) 132, fig. 12.13] 
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Plate 88 

a. Domestic remains from the Polychronakou plot, ^ ^ (1980) 141, fig. 3] 
Sparta 

[AA 35 (1980) 137, fig. 1] 

c. Plan of bath unit, A, and domestic remains, unit B, 
Kokkonou plot, Sparta 

[AA 29 (1973-74) 284, fig. 1] 
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Plate 89 

c. Plan of possible domestic remains with d. Fragment of a mosaic pavement from 
hypocaust from the Kalkanakou plot, Gytheon Pergantis plot, Sparta 

[AA 29 (1973-74) 293, fig. 5] ' [Panayiotopoulou (1998) 117, fig. 10.6] 
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Plate 90 

a. Detail of early Roman period mosaic, 
Lymberakos plot, Sparta 

[Panayiotopoulou (1998) 113, fig. 10.1] 

b. Hellenistic Triton mosaic from Magoula area, Sparta 
[AA 19(1964) pi. 1361 

c. Mosaic pavement from villa at the 
Paraskeuopoulou plot, Sparta 

[AA 20 (1965) pi. 153 a] 

d. Mosaic pavement from room T, of the villa at the 
Paraskeuoplou plot, Sparta 
[AA 20 (1965) pi. 153 b] 
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a. Black-and-white dolphin panel, from the Eleni Dipla plot, Sparta 
[AA 20 (1965) 155 c] 

b. Detail of mosaic pavement, the Three Graces, from the Polychronakou plot, Sparta 
Md 35 (1980) pl.481 
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a. A vault mosaic pavement from a Roman villa near Korone 
[Papachatztis (1979) 160, fig. 116] 

c. Ivory jointed doll from Sparta 
[Kourinou-Pikoula (1985-86) pi. 31] 
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Plate 93 

a. The battle of Actium, 31 BC (after Kromayer and Vieth) 
[Keppie (1994) 129, fig. 37] 

b. The synoecism of Nikopolis 
[Hoepfher (1987) 447, Abb. 1] 
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a. Lamp from Tomb 9, Nikopolis 
[AA 28 (1973) pl. 358 d] 

b. Coin from Nikopolis depicting boar and 
Molossian dog 

[Oikonomidou (1987) 484, pl. B, 17] 

c. Coin from Nikopolis depicting Apollo 
Leukates 

[Tzouvara-Soule (1987) 464, fig. 3 b] 
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Plate 95 

Topographical map of Nikopolis 
[AA 44 (1989) 269, fig. 9] 
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Plate 96 
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Plate 97 

a. Plan of Houses 6 & 7, Kassope 
[Dakaris (1982) 80, fig. 1] 

b. Plan of House 1, Kassope 
[Dakaris (1977) 145, fig. 2] 
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Plate 98 

a. Plan of Houses 1,2, 3 & 5, Kassope 
[Dakaris (1979) 115, fig. 1] 
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b. Plans of House 5: phases from the 4 t h- 1st centuries BC, Kassope 
[Dakaris (1980) 29, fig.4] 
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a. Plan of Helenistic phase of House B from 
Grundstuck A (Logothete plot) Leukas 

[Fiedler (1999) 418] 
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b. Plan of Classical phase of House B from 
Grundstuck A (Logothete plot), Leukas 

[Fiedler (1999) 416] 

d. Plans of House of the Archives A (top) and 
Roman House B (bottom), Kallion 

[Themelis (1979) 255, Abb. 10] 
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Plate 100 

a. Plan of Houses A-D, Abdera 
[Walter (1972) 75,111. 1] 
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a. Plan of House A - Flugelhofhaus type — from the Pnyx, Athens 
[Lauter-Bufe and Lauter (1971) 112, Abb. 3] 

b. Plans and reconstructions of Houses A, B and C -
Flugelhofhaus type - on the Pnyx Hill, Athens 

[Jones (1975) 89, fig. 8] 
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Plate 1 0 2 

a. Plan of house at Masklenista, Thesprotia 
[̂ 149(1994)428, fig. 8] 

b. Remains of entrance to House 14, Kassope 
[Hoepfher and Schwandner (1986) 116, Abb. 114] 
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Plate 103 

a. Plans of Houses A, B and C from the Zekou Plot, Ambrakia 
[AA 37 (1982) 261, fig. 1] 

b. Plan of Hellenistic House at Grammenon, 
Ioannina c. Plan of Roman House at Kallion 

[AA 27 (1972) 447, fig. 3] [Zapheiropoulou (1982) 11] 
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a. Remains of the andron from House A, Kotsarida Plot, Ambrakia 
[AA 35(1980) pl. 152 b] 

b. Scene from Red Figure krater depicting entranceway 
[Hoepfner and Schwandner (1986) 117, fig. 115] 
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Plate 105 

a. Mosaic paved andron from House of 
Archives, Kallion 

[Themelis (1979) 269, Abb. 34] 

c. Plans of Houses A and B from the Logothete Plot (Griinstruck A), Leukas 
[AA 48 (1993) 298, fig. 16] 
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Plate 106 

a. Plans of Houses A and B from Chalikia Plot (Griinstruck B), Leukas 
[AJ 48 (1993) 294, fig. 14] 

b. Plan of Building B from ancient Elea, Thesprotia 
[AJ 43 (1988) 350, fig. 8] 
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Plate 107 

b. Remains of peristyle House A, and part of House B, Ambrakia 
[Ad 35 (1980) pi. 151] 
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Plate 108 

0 * 

b. Plan of House 49, 19 from Megara Hyblaea 
[Vallet et al. (1983) 46, fig. 34] 

c. Plan of House of the Arched Cistern, Morgantina 
[Tskairgis (1990) 424, fig. 7] 
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a. Plan of the villa at Luni, phase II 
fGeorge (1997) 102. fig. 37 bl 

b. Plan of the Villa of Antoninus, Nikopolis 
[AA 28 (1973) 408, fig. 5] 

523 



Plate 110 

a. Plan of peristyle courtyrad from final phase of Vil la of 
Dionmedes, Pompeii 

[Richardson (1988) 349 fig. 52] 
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b. Plan of House at Masklenitsa, Thesprotia (corridor VII later subdivided) 
[AJ 49 (1994) 428, fig. 81 

c. Plan of villa remains at <<Miampeli>> area, Kephalonia 
[Kallipolites (1961-62) 2, fig. 1] 
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Plate 111 
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Plate 112 

a. Plan of the villa at Stroggyle, Arta 
[Ad 49(1994) 384, fig. 8] 
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Plate 113 

a. Drawing sample of mosaic design 
from Vienne, France 

[Balmelle et al. (1985) 317, pl.201 e] 

b. Mosaic fragment from section B, Psyla 
Alonia Square, Patras 

[AA 26 (1971) 155, fig. 3] 

c. Plan of a possible public peristyle structure from Gitane, Thesprotia 
[,4/144(1989) 305, fig. 4] 
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Plate 114 

y ... 

life 

a. Remains of mosaic paved courtyard of 
Peristyle House 3, Kassope 

[Hoepfher and Schwandner (1986) 121, Abb. 

b. Mosaic pavement from Durres 
(Dyrachium) 

Andrea (1991-92) 77, fig. 12] 

5: stamped tile with baitylos from Ambrakia; 6, 
7, 8, Epeirote coins with baitylos 

[Tzouvara-Soule (1987) 467, fig. 6] 

d. Courtyard of House IV from the east, Kallion 
[Themelis (1979) 259, Abb. 151 
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a. A possible baitylos from the 
Peristyle House south of the House 

of the Dolphins, Abdera 
[Photograph by Maria 

Papaioannou] 

b. Part of a marble baitylos from 
Nikopolis, # 865 

[Tzouvara-Soule (1987) 465, fig. 4] 

c. Remains of the Peristyle House south of the House of the Dolphins with baitylos 
near the paved court 

[Photograph by Maria Papaioannou] 
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Plate 116 

a. Remains of door, bronze bosses, from andron of House 1, Kassope 
[Hoepfner and Schwandner (1986) 117, Abb. 116] 

b. Marble door from Hellenistic Grabenlagen, Kalydon 
[Hoepfner and Schwandner (1986) 117, Abb. 117] 
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Plate 117 

Cubiculum of a villa at Boscoreale, Pompeii 
[Ramage and Ramage (1991) 58, fig. 2.20] 

531 


