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THOMAS CARLYZTLE
A S & S0C0CI4&L#L REFOEWER
I
IXRTRODPUCTION

Thomas Carlyle was one’of the first end most outetanding
social reformers among the literary men of the 19th Century.
His most noteworthy characteristic as such was his sympathy
with the working'claéses. They were his own people, to whom
he wished to bring Justice and true harpiness more than to
any other class. Carlyle wes the thinker whose arguments,
ethical, political, and soecial, got nearer to the heart of
England's soclal woes than those of any of his rredecessors.
He was attached to no party, and hence was free to ret forth
his own theories without fhought for any side in polities or
in economic thought. He was absdlutely original and unperti-
zan in an age which was decidedly prejudiced in all its
thought. |

To understand fully the place whieh Carlyle holds in the
thought of the world, whether it be in politics or in liters-
ture, we must first know something of his place in relation
to the history both of the past and of his own time. ¥e was
 born in 1795 at the end of that 18th Century which wes in °
England, and indeed in all Europe, the Are of Rationalism.
The 18th Century, especially the latter half of it, was also

a period of great colonial expansion and economic change.



The conqﬁest of Canada from the Frenrch in 1760, and the ap-

propriation of India at sbout the same time marked the impe-
rial progress of the nation. The long war with Frorge was
concluded by the Treaty of Faris in 1763. This was followed
shortly by thé lose of the fmerican Colonies 1775-1777, while
the last decade of the century was tsken up by the French
Revolution beginning in 1789, which involved England in a
long exhsustive war with France, both during the Revolution,
and under the regime of Napoleodn. .

During the latter half of this century of coloniel ex-
pansion and almost eontinual Toreign wer, there had been
practically no attempt'maﬁe at any politiesl or sociel reform
within the country. Men were as yet content to let sueh
matters rest on the basis esteblished at the end of the pre-
vions century. Religious tolerstion, personal libertiy, and
secredness of property rights were the bases of political
belief at this time. ZFach man held himself independent of
his fellows, and felt very little responesibility for the

- well-being of society as a whole,

In matters of commerce, industry, and conditions of
living, however, great changes had arpeared. Modern science

had come into existence, which made the Industriasl Revolution

- poseible by the new researches in chemistry, physics, and |

other bdranches of séienee connected with industry. The luxu-

>

ries of living had been inereased, dbut at the same time the

conditions of the workmen had been changed by the introduc-

. tion of machinery, and of the Factory System in lsbour.
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England was‘no longer an agricultural country, where each in-
dustrisl labourer was an independent individual on his owm
plot of land, as it had been for centuries. Great soecisl
problems were rising out of the new labour conditions in the
fastory areas. The wealth of the nation had shifted from the
nobles and land-owners to the manufscturing ciasses, and ul-
timately to the workmen themselves. For these rea-ons the
need of a readjustment of politicel status wam dbeginning to
be felt in order that the new classes of nstional imporfance
might have é voice in the govermment. OSuch were the soeiesl
and politieal problems which faced Englend at the end of the
18th Century. |

Along with this commercializing of the Ration we find
the spirit and thought of the whole age to be that of Ration-
alism, Reaczon was the god of thé 18th Century in England as
well as in Franqe. The literature of the age wes rational- |
istic and did&cfie rather than emotionel. Pope's Essay on
Man, Swift's satires, the periodical essays of iddison and
Steele, and the cold gparkling dbrilliance of the socisl drama
of the time, show this tendency very étrongly. In philoso~hy
Hume's scepticism strikes the characteristic note of the.age,

while in religion the tendency was to Deism cnd Rationalism.

It was not until towards the end of the certury that & more

sincerely emotional and human element began to creer in, with
gsuch writers as Gray, Burns, and Goldsmith in literasture; and
John Wesley and George %Whitfield in theology who introduced
Methodism and the Evangelical ¥ovement into religion, Ra-

tionalism, independence in irdividual rights, end conservatism



4

in property rights, in all matters outside of industry, were
the charecteristics of the 18th Century, while the sdmixture

of industrial progress caused the many problems whieh were

‘left to be sclved by the following century.

At the eﬁd of the 18th Century, so imbued with rational-
ism and selfish commercialism, its problems of life 2nd »oli-
tics as yet quite unsolved, Thomas'Carlyle came into the
world, In order to understand the peculiarities of his doe-
trines, it is necessary to know something of his life in
relation to 1ts social surroundings, ard what influenee such
circumstances had on his bellefs.

He was ﬁorn on December 4, 1795.at Ecclefechan, in the
distriet of Annandale, Dumfriesshire, Scotlend, of hard-work-

ing'thrifty parents from the better clase of Scoteh peasants.,

- His father, nges Carlyle, was a mason by trade, and & stern

Calvinistic Prasbyterianlin matters of religion. TUils mother
was of much the same fype, but with a deeper and more com-
plete capscity for religiove emotion., Her influence over
Carlyle’s life was of the greatest. By her and by his father,
an intense love of truth was instilled into his nsture, |
in this simple Scottish home, with its stern religious
teaching and frugal living, Carlyle lived during his early

- years and became imbued with the Calvinistice religious prin-

ciples and Spartan way of living whieh was to remein with
him all his life. He received his education, first et them
village school, then at the Annan Grammar School, and finally
from 1809 to 1814 st the University of Edinburgh. In these



schools he received a fair grounding in the elassice and wes
especially interested in mathematics. Poverty and an ex-
tremely sensitive nature made much of his school life a mis-
ery. le was destined for the ministry by his parents' wiash,
and in 1814, after completing his university ocourse, he was
elected to & tutorship at the Annan school, where he tsught
and worked as a rural divinity student, Ie disliked the idea
of the ministry as & profession, for religious doubts had
begun to trouble him. These were deepened while tesching,
when he had been reading Voltaire's essays and the works of
other Encyoclopaedistes; Hume's phlilosophy and politieal econ-
ony, and Gibbon's History.l His former religlious faith was
disturbed by these readings, and in 1818, he decided to study
law, 0He now gave up school teaching and went to Edinburgh.
Here he seriously began his literary life by writing articles

for Brewster's Eneyclopedia. There is also evidence that the

social and industrial evils of the country were making an
impression on him, for he visited Glasgow about thigs time end
saw manufacturing conditions at first hand as they were in
the post war period. The ﬁapolednic %Vare had ended with the
Congress of Vienna in 1815, and this event was followed by &
period of extreme trade depression, in which wages were low,
while food prices were high because of the Corn Laws of 1815.
Thus, the lot of the workers was made mueh herder than it hgd

been even under the changes wrought by the Industrial

1 Proude, Life of Carlyle 1705-1835; 16882, vol i, p.54.



Revelution, sinee at this time‘there weg llttle mérket for
the industrisl produets. Carlyle was fcfeibly impressed by
these facts that something wes organically wrong with English
soclety. |

There now came in Carlyle's life a period of great
mental and spirituasl trouble. Physieally he was weskened by
dyspepsia. which never left him to the end of his life, Men-
tally and spirituelly he was tormented by religious doubtis
and financial difficulties. His religious doudbts were par-
tislly terminated in 1821, as expressed in the chapter "The

Everlasting ¥o" in Sartor Resartus. He geve up law and

sought & living through the sele of his trenslations of Cer-
man literature, which he had commenced in 1820, Iis studies
of these works produced the one externsl literary influence
on his thought. Towards the end of his school tesching peri-
od he studied German literature intensely; Sehiller, Goethe,
and the philosophers Fichte and Kant heving the deepest
influence on him. The works of these German thinkers, es-
pecially those of Goethe, were the constructive foree in
Carlyle's spirituasl development at this time. is love of
truth and fact mede him turn more to the practical thought
found in Goethe's novels, rether than to his poetry, but it
was chiefly in Goethe thet Carlyle found an active formula-
tion of a theory of life to take the place of his religious
doubts and denisls. His belief in duty, in self-renuﬂﬂiat;on,
and in the "worship of sorrom",come chiefly from Goethe.

Some points in his falth, however, sueh as the theory that



| the lews of seience are a revelation of God's control of the

Universe, come from Fiehte. ¥any of his political doctrinmes
were alsc taken from Fichte. Of these "Hero-Worship” and
"vight is Right"™ are the most impcrtant.l Goethe, Fiehte and
Kant were the construotive forces in Carlyle's philosophy of |
life, Just as Voltaire, Gibbon, and Hume had previously been
the destructive forees in his spirituval creed.

Until 1824 he was unsettled in his cholce of a profes-
sion, 4 tulorship with the Bullers in 1822 gave him pecuni-
ary relief, anﬁ on the termination of this engagement in 1824
he published a translation of Goethe's ¥ilhelm Meister which

brought him & moderate sum, 4 Life of Schiller followed

which brought praise from Goethe himself. For a long time
Carlyle had been leaning to litereature as & career, partly
beocause it seemed to be his natural bent; but also because he
began to feel that he had a spiritusl messace %to deliver to
mankind. Goethe's praise, therefore, finally turned the
balanee in favor of litersture. In order to earry on his
career comfortably, he terminated his romance with Jane
Baillie Welsh by marrying her on October 17, 1826, and set-
tled et Comely Bank, Edinburgh; later removing to Craigen- |
puttock in 1828, The interval between his marriasge in 1826

“and his first literary success with The Freneh Revolution

in 1837 is filled with the strugsle acainst poverty, ill

| health, and misunderstanding on the part of the public, for

1l C. E. Vaughan, Carlyle and His German Masters.



recognition in his chosen field.

4 visit to England in 1824 with the Buller~, and aix
months' residence there in 1832 marked his further scquain-
tance with Englend and her political) end social conditions,

The writing of his essay Characteristics, was the result of

his ocontact with the riots which broke out in Ensland follow-
ing the defeat of the Reform Bill in that yesr. Following
this event he took up permanent residence in London in 1834,
By this time theories of political and socisl reform had
besome the centre of his message to the world. MTis own spir-
1tual doudbts had been finally leid at rest, and a new posi-
tive program of spiritual ideas had been conceived to take
their place, as has been alreedy pointed out. In this prro-
gram, theories for the improvement of the sociel conditiors
of hig fellow men bulked largely. Such ideac in fact made ur
the core of all his writings, whether historieal, aes in
Oliver Cromwell and the Life of Frederick the Great, or in

the professedly pq};tical documents such as TPsgt ard rresent

and Latter Day Pamphlets. There were already signs of his

doctrines of socig}mreform in Sartor Resartus ard in Charac-

teristies as they appeared later in all his original writings
After the publication of the French Revolution in 1837,

his life is the story of his success as an author, and of
his efforts as such to aid in some way the reform of social,
conditions of his country. HNoney enxieties hed now cezased
for all time, and he could turn all his energles to the

exercise of his literary talents, and to the furthering of



his social theories. The political agitation for reforr bve-
tween 1830 and 1840 ceused him to write Chertisz in 1239, =&
short treatise on the rights and needs of man. In the fol-

lowing year, due to the fame of his lectures on Veroes and

Hero Worship, he was offered a rrofessorshir in the Univer-

8ity of Edindburgh. Such a prospect, howevor, vwas no longser
necessary or acceptable to him since the sale of hieg works
now provided him with sufficient income, and he rreferred to
be free from the restraints of any particular rarty or insti-
tution.

From 1840 to 1843 he busied himself gathering nmateriel

for his new book QOliver Cromwell, and at the same time

watched the political and socisl movements 1n England. e
was deeply touched by the roverty and suffering of the le-
bouring class, es caused by the Industriel Revolution, the
merceenary selfishness of the employers, ard the utter indif-
ference of the aristocracy to existins conditions. The Corn
Laws were not yet abrosated, and besides the misefy arising
from those laws, there was in his orinion, a fundarental
error in sccial relationshipne in England, which took the form
of a spiritual want causing s&l) her miseries. With these

facts in mind, he wrote Past and Present in 1843, in which he

dealt with the political and social evils of the eountry as
he saw them, together with such sugrections for treir amel-,
ioration as he could offer.

Oliver Cromwell was finished in 1845, ard w-s fevorably

received by the pudblic. Carlyle was alweyes & Radiezl in his
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sympathies witﬁ the poor. Because of this tendency, he wel-
comed the Catholic Emancipation Bill in 1829, and the Refornm
Bill of 1832, but he was greatly disaevpointed in the extent,
of their results, In studying Cromwell he ceme to the con-
clusion that there must be other methods of procurins the
right governors and .the right goverrment than throush ballot-
ing, whiéh at thot time seemed to‘have feiled in its -urwvose
of finding true leasders. The majority apparently had failed
in choosing the righf governors, Henee, to him, only the
right, whether of majority or minority, had any Jjust claim
to rule, |

The following years of rublic unrest drove him still
further from zccepted idecs of socisl reform. In keering
with his radical sympathies he had been thinking for =ome
time of the social troubles of Ireland. The Poor Law of Eng-
land had been thrust upon that country in 1838, while the
fundamental evils of land ownership and church grievence be-
tween Catholics and Protestants hed been left untovehed, and
in 1845 a potato blight struck Ireland with its sccomrenying
famine, Under these circumstances Cerlyle visited Irelend in
the autumn of 1846 4to gain first hand knowledge of condi-
tions there, and was deeply impresced by the misery of the
Irish peasants. Furthermore in 1848 the Third Prench Revolu-
tion broke out,and Europe was swept by re%olutionary out~ i
breaks. The English Chartists presented snother petition in
April of that year, atAthe samé time threatening vioclence,

while insurrections elso oceurred in Ireland. Carlyle fore-

g LA 1
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told disaster to England unless she became more sincere and
Just in her treatment of her workmen. Te thoueht of writing
2 book on Demoerscy at this time, rointing out its defects,
and the necessity of government‘of the weak by the strone,
“but a4d not see his way clear to this.l Me sew that democra-
oy was coming, but fought against it as having too many
evils, such as absense of hero worshilp, for its good roints
to eompensate. In this attitude he =stood alone in his time,
The conplete reaction against this democratic movement later
on in the year, however, startled and disarpointed him, All
evidences of the Revolution diseppeared. Chartist and Irish
leaders were goaled gnd England returned to her belief in the
current politiecal economy to which Carlyle was so bitterly
opposed. In 1849 he went to Irelsnd agsin, but never wrote a
separate book on eonditions there, protbably becsusze he felt
that Ireland's problems were so closely commected with those
of England that they needed no separate trestment. The im-
portant outecome of these years of politicsl turmoil wes the |
Latter Day Pamphlets in 1850. This book had its source in
the pamphlet of 1849 on The Higger Question in which he shows

his sympathy with the miseries of the Enslish lsbourers when
compared with the comparative luxury enjoyed by the emanci-

pated negroes. Letter Day Pamphlﬁfs wag also the outcome of

his reflections on the revolutions of 1848. In it he stuted ,

that democracy was a fallure, and should be replaced by &

1l Froude, Life of Carlyle 1834-1881; 1884, vol.i, p.429.

o
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government in the hands of an aristocracy of taleﬁt who

I shonld not be interfered with by the ignorant. WVis sugrest-
| icir in this book for social and roliticel reform were disap-
proved of at the time, but later meny of them were sdorted,
especially thoce demaling with industrial problems.

For the actual politics and politicians ¢f his day Car-
lyle cared very little at any,timé.l He met & few politic-
ians sueh as Wellington end Sir Robert Peel, but was too
greatiy prejudiced against contemporary rolitics to reelize
their true worth. So when Peel died in 1850 he lost what
l1ittle friendly interest he had in such metters. He had
hoped for more results from the lLetter Day Pamphlets, perhags
in the way of earrying out prersonally his prorosed reforms.
‘But this hore falled end so helped to dempern his enthusiasnm
for politics, although his inherent sympathy with the miser-

ies of the workers remained until the end of his career, The

- more sympathetic tone of the later reviews of the Pamrhlets

. - 8oothed him slightly, and early in 1851 he wrote the Life of
o Sterling. The next year he began to collect meteriasl for his
Life of Frederick the Great. Frederick wes to Carlyle, e

80lid sincere man, though not particularly religious, who

built up a kingdom which would withstend revolutions such as
hed ravaged Europe for so long a time, Unconsciously having

the truth of his great politicel doctrines in miné, he deter-

eeven et [

mined on Frederick of Prussia as the subject of his next book.

ot

,; 2 ¥vtddep Lefe of Carlyle 1834-1881; 1884, vol,ii, pp.46-9.
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Iﬁ his usual wa§y, he studied minutely and et first hand the
scenes and material which he was to use. 4 gzood half of 1852
he spent travelling in Germany, visiting scenes associated
with the events of Frederick's life. It is to be notiéed
that for all his work Carlyle sought to get first hand im-
pressions of his subject. For Latter Day Pamphlets and his
gocial writings, he visited English manufacturing districts
and Ireland itself. For Cromwell he visited and studied the
. Cromwell country. In all cases he studied deerly and as far
- a8 possible gave his own unbissed orinions on such a back-
ground.

In 1853 his mother died, thus ending the source of one
of the permanent influences on his life. The next year the
Crimean Yar broke out, ¥ith it he had very litile sympathy,
firast because he disliked Turkey and the ideasz which she rep-
resented, and secondly because of the misery of the English
soldiers and peorle during the war., The Americsn Civil Ter
came in 1861, but to this Carlyle paid very little attention.
In his own words, it was to him "a amoky chimney which hagd

1.5 ’
taken fire,” .the outcome of negro emancinastion. Frederick

the Great was finished in January 1865, tme¢ last and greatest

of Carlyle's large works, and a real addition to English his-
toricul literature, Iater in the year his worth was rublicly
recognized in Scotland, and he wes appointed Rector of the

University of Edindburgh.

1 Proude, Life of Carlyle 1834-1881, 1884, vol.Lii, p. 246.

—
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.In 1866 ¥re. Carlyle died sudderly while Carlyle was &b-
gsent at Edinburgh University, and from this time on he seemed
unnble to interest himself in any regulsr work. DPolitical
and social conditions alone roused him to actiorn. In 1866
Governor Eyre of Jamaiea put down a negro revolt in that is-
land with great hershness, for which he was recalled and
threatened with imprisonment, Carlyle, gs & member of the
Eyre Committee, fought hard to ssve him from disgrsce and
finally managed to have him reestablished in England. DPoli-
tics at that time were_constantly going contrary to Carlyle's
own eonception of auntoeratic government. The Conservatives
under Disraeli and Lord Derby had carried through the 1867 Re
Reform Blll, enlarging English franchise still further, and

meking English government still more demoerastic. In protest

to this movement he wrote Shooting Nispgars in 1867, against‘
useleas political reform and the money meking tendencies of
the age when so mueh socisl reform WS needed.l This is his
last public protest against thgzgégg;;cies of English proli-
tics. He never ceased to be interested, however, in Ireland
or the grievances of labour and the poor, to whom he was al-
ways most charitable. But his mind ot this tiﬁe was teken wup
chiefly with the atheistic trend of his agze caused by the
progress of science, especlally as 3llustrated by Darwin'g

Origin of Species. To Carlyle, disbelief in God was the

greatest svil which could befall e nation. Therefore this

1 Froude, Life of Carliyle 1834-1881, 1884, vol.ii, p.350..

poviRespach
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tendeney of his time greatly disturbed him. France w:in more

or lecs the centre of this atheistical movement, and hence

the Tranco-Prussien War in 1870 seemed to him a just retribu-

j tion for her impiety. Prussia, a state governcd in rart ec-

cording to Carlyle's "Hero" theories, wes to him in tne

§ right, and accordingly the outcome of the war was but accord-
g ing to his political prophecies in such matters., To rrevent
; war between England and Germany, however, he wrote a long

i f letter to the Times explaining the real relation between Ger-
wany and France, Thus ended his active work in the rolitics
and sootety, in both of which he had always been so vitelly

interested.

In 1869-70 hie right hand beceme raralysed and hence-
forth he was unsble to write, Ue couvld not compose by diete-
tion so his literary production finally cessed., Tis larct

years were saddened by the death of friends and relative-.

% Recognition as a great man, also came in his old are, =2l-

though he cared very little for it at this time. The Prus-

r sian Order of ierit was conferred orn him in 1873 and en offer
L of the Grand Cross of Beth was made in England. Fe =till
remained interested in polities being deerlv disarnointed
both in Gladstone's Irish poliey of Home Rule, and in Die-

’ raeli'’s foreign poliey, especially with regard to the Ruseo-
;.é Turkish ¥ar. Finally, worn out with old age and his etrenu-

ous life work, he parsed away at his Chelsearhome in London,

on Feb. 5, 1881, at the are of eighty-five; one of the great-

est and certainly the most sincere man of the 19th Century.

g1
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‘Sueh in brief, is Carlyle's life ir relation to the ro-
litical and socisl movements of his time. Such in outline is
the uttitude, which he took from time %to time to the various
events in his country. ©Such are his works and the curposes

for which they were written.

In order to réalize fully his rosition among English
social writers, 1t is not only necessery to understand Car-
lyle's attitude to the polities and history of his age but
els0o his relation to contemporary authorse, His early life
was spent in Scotland where few literary genuises were then
living., Sir Walter Scott, the only noted Scotech writer of
that time, he never saw, nor d4id he have a very high orinion
of the latter's works. Going to London from his narrow sur-
roundings and an unappreciative Scotceh public he had had

great expectations of meeting men of kindred tastes and sym-

. pathies, whom he could reverence and respvect. In this hore

he was bitterly disappointed, and he continued to be so in
such matters to the end of hisg life., It is often true that
our expectations exceed the reality, and this wss esrecielly
true in Carlyle's case. Wordswortbvhe found old, trivisl,
and prosaic, without the desh of genius he had expected.
Coleridge, Lamb, and De Quincéy had sparks of tkis genius but
were weak characters iﬁ Carlyle's sight., These men he metgﬁw
and conversed with, butvon close observation they lost most

of their noble qualities. Moreover, they were not of Cer-

lyle's type, nor were they interested in such an intense way

Prol ity oy
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&8 he wasg in such subjects as political economy and =ocizl
reform,

It 4s not until the later period of his 1ife, when he
made his permanent home in London, the centre of British
thought, that he made more agreeadle friendshirs rmong his
own class. HFill, Ruskin, Tennyson,and Clough sre motablze in
these later years. At one time, ¥ill was under the influence
of Carlyle to a certain extent,and in spite of differencec of
opinion as to theories of liverty they remained close friends
for the greater part of Hill's life., Tennyson he admired and
loved, feeling that the poet wes giving exrression in his po-
oetry, to the same search for truth, thet he himself wns seek-
ing to give in prose., Arthur Clough he also loved and re-
spected for much the same qualities of truth and bravery in
his eonviotions. Ruskin, however, was the most closely con-
nected with him in literary work; yet Carlyle did not feel so
much personal friendshir for him as for some of the others.
He loved him rather &s his disciple and as the teacher of his
social and political theories. Ruskin was nearest to Carlyle
in life purpose and style. He seemed to be takine un the
task of conservative reform where Cerlyle was forced to leave
1t off through old age. For this reason he held Carlyle's
deerest regard and interest.

Besides these purely literary figures, he met a great
number of the influential men of his time in both political
and relizious circles., Dr. Chalmers, the Pean of “incheester,

and Thomas Erskine were the most important in the relirsious

S————
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world. For most of these men he had a sincere regard, his
respect for their opinionsg deprending largely on their sincer-
ity in speech and action. In polities, he met the most nrom-
inent leaders of the Vhig and Tory parties, Gladstone and
Disreeli; but, while he felt a certain friendehip for Dis-
raeli, he was of the opinion that they were both insincere
"Copper Captains,"” and were not the true leaders of Englend.
In other ecountries too, he had several noted friends such as
Emerson from America, who wes his friend and discirle, and
¥azzini of Sicily, besides Goethe of Germany of whose influ-
ence on him I have already sroken. However, among &ll theze
noted men, with the exception of Goethe, there wss not one
who had any influence over his thouzht or writings. ¥His
friendship for them in whatever degree it might have existed,
while of a sincere and often zdmirings natvre, hed frequently
a toueh of patronage in it. His friendship wss for them as
men. They seldom had anything in common with his own thought
except sincerity, unless they were his discirles. Thus he
stood apart intellectuslly from his equals and contemporaries,

and fougpht
r8lways Sighitise his own bettles,

St111 more important to a study of Carlyle's social
writings and the spiritual teachings which permeates them, is
a knowledge of the religious princirles whiech governed his
thought and actions, It is necessary to know his concertion ’
of God the All-wise, 411 powerful Ruler of this world, as the

esssntial‘basis of all human life and sction; and thence of
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21l society. It is the capacity for such faith In eriritual
things which differentiates maen from other gregarious animalé
for him. This bvellef is at the back of his rerudlation of
Darwin and the progress of science; which so merked his later
years.

Carlyle was brought up a Presbyterian'of the ztern Cove-
nanter tyre. A4s & child and youth hc wee imbued with =11 the
esaential Calvinistie doctrines of thet religion, of whieh
predestination, and s éense of & stern and just God =g the
controller and author of this universe remained with him
throughout life. ZXEven after his period of religious denial
he was of the puritenical school irn fundamentsls, even though
he geemed to give these ideas other expression than the con-
ventional one. There are, however, various points in which
he takes a more mystical outloock on the world than his fellow
Presbyterians, for he ceased to follow any relicious sect at
length, and finally formulated his own religious beliefz to
gult his needs.

Partly because of the influence of the then nrevalent
religious scepticism which was inereased by fresh discoveries
in secience at this time, but chiefly becausc his own intense
feeling for truth was asalnst rigzid chureh dogme, he fell a
vietim, about the time he finished college, to profound
religious doubts as to the existence of God, or to the tenef-
icence of His nature in reiation to human effairs. Doubts
such as these had been formulating themselves in his stﬁdent

days, and when he read the works of Gibbon, Voltaire,snd the
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French Encyclopaedistes a little later, they beceme more a-

ecute, threatening for some time to overthrow hig entire re-

ligious and moral faith., 4fter years of struggle, =2nd with

the aid of the Cerman mystics, g already mentioned, he finel-

ly laid aside these doubts., He tells of the end of this

strugsle in Chapter VII Book II of Sartor Resartus, where he

shows how he asserted his own individuality as a spiritusl
being, who could be superior to earthly evils., Fronm this
position he proceeded to & definite belief of his own in the

existence of God and an ultimate purrose in human life, (as

deseridbed in the "Everlasting Yea" of Sértor Reaartus); al-

though his position in such matiers was somewhset different

- from the orthodox beliefs of his parents! faith.

In the first place Carlyle believes that men is essen-

tially spiritual in nature. His true life is in sririt and
not in matter, "So’that this 80lid world sfter 211 i= but

an air image; Our me is the only reality, and all is Codlike
1l
or God" he says in one of his letters. 4t enother time he

i points out "First zhat ¥an is Spirit, and bound by invigible

&

bonds to all men."” This belidf in the all-pervading spirit-

uality of man's life is In accordance with all religions, but

to Carlyle it was extraordinarily reel, so mueh so, that in
the first quotation we have his tendency to amysticiem. Sueh
beliefs were not merely casually accepted church creeds to

-8

him. They were vitel facts of sctual life. Furthermore °*

1 Froude, Life of Carlyle 1795- 1835; 1882, vol, ii, »._84.
Bhi, ohix.
2 Sartor Resartus (Everyman Series);, r. 45.
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everything except this spiritusl life was & symbol, uﬁsub-
stantial and unreal, a semblance of that sriritual life wvhich
it portrayed. "This Dreaming, this Somnambulism is what we
on Earth call Life; wherein the most indeed undoubtingly
wander as if they knew ricsht hend from left, yet they sare
only wise, who know that they know nothing."l ¥Yan's earthly
life itself he believed to be an unreality. Therefore in the
same strain we find "Prose, Decéy, Contemrtibility; there is
in each sort Poetry also, and a reverend Worth, For matter
were it never so despicable is Spirit, tne menifeststion of
the Spirit"z and "411 visible thines are emblems."s Thus to
Carlyle, nature, ﬁan's earthly lifé, and all we know as actu-
ality in this world are but temporary menifest-tions of the
gspiritual life which is eternal., It is thiz asrect of his
belief that shows the sririt of myeticism which is character-
istic of his inmost religious thousght. In connection with
the ebove beliefs is found his theory that miracles sre mere-
ly the working of those laws of nature which are beyond our
undercstanding. This is what he terms Watural Curernctural-
ism, in which mirascles and the supernsatural are but & working
of the hiwher laws of Nature, or of God throuﬂh Tature. Sueh
is Carlyle's belief in the all powerftl sy iritual lifTe in
this world, which explains his insistence that God and the
spiritual are necessarily the centre of man’s life and of 2ll
human aetivity and relationship. To Cerlyle, men's relirion
Bl ep. viii,

1 Sartor Resartus (Everyman Series);, p.40.
£ i1bia > D 49,

3 1b1d %% 54,




and his relation to God was the forndation of society; since,
as ha” been seid before, "man is bound by invisible bonds to
;% 21l men," these bonds being srirituval. Without being in
risht relation to Cod, man cannot hore to reccoemise these
i spirituel bonds or to be atle to live with his fellows in
social harmony. If we sin against God, retribution willl
surely overtake us.l This for him was é fundamentsl law for
soclety.

Carlyle was intensely sincere in all thirngs., "ynoerisy,

cant, and all untruth were worse to him then any other form

of evil, They were, in fact, direct manifestatione of the

Devil, Baturally, then, eny hypoerisy in religion, which is
the ocutward manifestation of man's relation to God, would be
especially intolerable to him. This hatred of insincerity is
at the back of all Carlyle's socisl tirades. It was also
what he believed to be at the bacis of all the social evils

and atheism of the mid-19th Century in England. Derwin's

theories of the origin of man together with the eseneral »ro-

gress of natural science which was then being made, had urset

the previous stability of men's relicious creeds. The unrest ;
caused by this upheaval in matters of faith szve Cerlyle =
feeling that man's belief in sriritual life wes dissnrearine. §
This feeling gave rise to his outbursts arainst scientific ~
;*T progress. It was not science in which he nececsarily disbe-

L

lieved, It was the fatal influence which he felt that the

?5 % Latter Day Pamphlets, Collected ¥orke 1798, vol, 20, p.2r8.
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newly discovered scientific theories wovld have on man's re-

ligious belief, which troubled him; and it must be remembered
that such beliefs in his orinion were necegsary for the main-
tenance of healthy society.

He believed that in England, and likewise’in Eurore,
religion had become hypocritical. He did not care about
existing creeds. ¥Yhat mattered to him was that the individu-
al man should believe whole heartedly in his own personal
Beliefs and act upon them sincerely.l This, he thousht, Eng-
lishmen no longer d4i1d. Hence, from insincerity in religion
ceme their insincerity in actions and because of this evil,
man's social relationships were poisoned, whence the soeial
evils of the time had their source. Thus to him both lack of
religion, and insincere religion, were at the heasrt of Ens-
land's soecial troubles, for more.than was the Industrial
Revolution, even as s man's lack of sriritual life influences
his outward actions. If England would mend her social prob-
lems, she must first improve her spirituel life. She nrust
put herself into right relations with God; she must find out
11is laws and follow them,

Carlyle was the spirituel prophet in an epe of material-
ism. He came at the end of the 18th Century, the are of
Sceptlicism end Reason, end wes at the heisht of his powers
when the evil effects of the Industriasl Revolution were being
felt most in English labour cireles. Into this ace of

MI',
1 Heroes and Hero-%orship (Everyman Serles);,K p.240.




materialism, unreformed, and weery of 1its accumulated social
grievances,he brought his doctrine of spiritual healings;
gpiritual in the awakening of man's better nature, which he
believed would produce a better understanding, man with man.
In this great purpose he stood slone in his age as the pilo-
neer, and free of outside influences, 4s such he prreached
his gospels of truth and sincerity, and of reverence for the
basie spirituality of man's being., ¥With these facts in mind,
concerning hies life and religion as related to his works on
soclal reform, it is hoped that the study of his politiecel,
social, and ednﬁational doctrineé will be more intelligidle.




I1
POLITIGCAL REFORYM

In 1831 Carlyle gives hig definition of society as "the

vital articulation of many individuels into a new collecctive
1
individual.” Later in Past and Present he states what to

him 1s the threefold need of any society, rartioularly of the
society of his own'time. Firat there is the need of s Xing,
then the need of a system of order and government, and final-
1y but most important of all, the need of God in industrial
soelety, as in all soeiety.z Government, & fulfillment of
these three needs of society, is the relation bet#een men
which makes for order in the world, and such, by his‘prOgram
of politicel reform, he sought to meke it.

Political Economy =28 he knew it was false and harmful.
The Utilitarian school was most important in rolitices at this
time, Ité followers were materialists whose tendency w: s to
destroy the life giving belief in God, which to ﬁim wae the
living essence of society. Benthamism, with its delief in
the greatest happiness principle, was leavine out tre stern
spiritual laws of God whieh Carlyle ssid that man must follow
whether they brought heppiness or not. Bentham, the hesd of
the Utilitarian school, |

1 "Charescteristices”. Scottish and Other lizmcellanies
(Everyman ed.); p. 195.

2 Past and Present; Everyman ed., reprint 1915, Bk. iv,
ech. i, pp. 240-1.
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believed that all men were borh with plastic unimpressioned
minds. All had equel chances, and environment after birth
was what made the differences betwecn individuels, The
genses only are born with men; hence pleasure and rain nre the
the criterions of moraslity, arnd the greatest herpinese to the
greatest mumber is the law which should gﬁvern relationshire
in politics and in soeciety. John Stuart ¥ill, the other
great pclitical’economist of this time, also accerted these
prineirles, at the same time gtressing the liberty of 1he
individual to develop his own gifts, not for the good of go-
clety, or in order to be its leader, but simprly for himself
a8 an individual.

Utilitarianism as set forth by'these two rhilosorners
wes the dominant guide in the roliticesl economy of the day.
To Carlyle, however, they were ignoring the srirituel worth
of the individual, and were tending to make politics mechan-
leal by leaving out the belief in man's innate différencas in
eapablility, and regarding him merely as a machine to be
moulded by material laws. Because of these tendencies he
believed them to be false economists, for, et one time he say
says "Foliticael philosophy should be & scientific revelation
of the whgle secret mechanism whereby men cohere together in
society." For him the secret mechanism wasg the workings of
man's spiritual nature with God, end among his fellows, It

will be seen from this, that his theories of rolitical and

1l Froude, Life of Carlyle 1795-1835; 1882, vol,ii, p.78.
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social reform are based primarily on the esriritual reeds of
man,

Government, then, must be built on & thorough under-
standing of man's higher sensibilities; those feelings which
distingsuish him from the beasts snd make him humsn, "For
man is not the creature and product of mechanism; but in e
far truer sense its creator and rroducer: it is the noble
People that makes the nodble Government rather than converse-
ly."l Carlyle believed that without considering this humﬂh
and spiritual side of man, the rovernment becomegs mechanical
and brutish; and when the unconsidered elements seek expres-
gion, that Government comes to grief., Over s&ll men's rrac-
tical actions, his soul has finel rredominance. This must
be taken into eccount ard allowed its yroper functwon if the
government 1s to be successful,

The greatest aids in recognizing this side of mer and in
understanding the laws of God and nature are abrolute truth-
fulness and ecknowledgment of fact. To recosmize the impor-
tance of the spiritual we must ourselves be trvthful to our-
selves and to others, in all things. Unlecs we are go, w
cannot understand or perceive the highest and best whieh
should govern our relationship to others. We carnot sec
God's laws clesrly and we will fail in everythine of im-or-
tance. Cant and hypoerisy are fatal diseasce of =l)l humen

relationships. In political relationshirs they show them-

!
l”Signg of the Times, Scottish and Other Miscellanies;
Everyman edl) p.236.




selves in injustice which is merecly & form of untruth.- As
suek 1t is particularly disastrous;

Aff this point it is necescary to see what he believed
to be the true relationshiyp bvetween man snd man, He lived in
an age when the rights of mar end socisl laws were much
talked of. 4is hes been seen slready, Bentham and Mill were
the authors of the most popular theories of the period. Car-
lyle took quite thé opposite view from theirs. They believed
that all Qen were born equai. Carlyle believed that‘men are
not equal in mental, spirituval, or rhysiesl qualities; and
this for him was one of the laws of God. "Sleve or free is
settled in Heaven for man: acts of parliament attempting to
settle it on earth for him, sometimes meke sud work of 1t."l
Therefore, since one man has greater mental and sriritusl
gifts,~--greater wisdom, in other words,~-it ig naturel that
he should have the greatest right to govern. ¥isdom, intel-
lect, and spiritusl ﬁnsight are whet enable a men to discern
the laws of God, and therefore those laws which should ope-
rate in government, Having that screeter wisdom its rossessor
must expend it to guide his less fortunate brother, who,
under the decree of heaven, lacks the surerior amount of wis-
dom necessary fcr'dévining the best way of life, This con-

stitutes Carlyle's chief political doctrine,--that of rzovern-

ment of the ignorant by the wise. In connection with this it

must alweys be remembered that by "wise" he means not so much

those who have been educeted in book learning, but more

0 2481 Latter Day Pamphlets; collected works, 1898, vol.xx, &
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especi&lly those who possess native intellect, end s?iritual
insight. By ignorant, he means those who leck this intelli-
gence and insight,

411 these ideas form the basis of his Hero worshin, from
which cbmes the seéondﬂlaw of politicsl relationshir, This
was that the man of lesser wisdom should recognize the oth-
er's superlior wisdom, and render the l&tfer reverence (¥ero-
%orship) for those qualities. Thus by so doihg he would ac-

' knowiedge his superior's,right to govern. Carlyle's own
words show this clearly, *Surely of all the 'rights of men'
this right of the ignorant men to be guided byAthe wiser, to
.be gently or foreibly held in the true course by him, is the
1ndisputablest."? - |

In this too lies man's true liberty. Hill states thet

the liverty of man consists in his free developrmert without
the restraining influence of sociel law and custom. ILibverty,
in the lenguage of the politieal parties of the time, is ner-

sonal liberty, especially as in sscrednese of'property rights.

- For Carlyle, however, it is not a state which comes from lack
of external restraint, dbut is rather the conditions under
which man can perform his life function most fully, and cen
work to-the ﬁest~advantage; under which he can develonr to the
fullest the best that is in him. He may have the wisdom to

do this by himself, or he may be one of the ignorant who re-

»

, 1
quire guidance from without by those wiser than himself, In~

B 17 .
l‘Chartism, Critical and Miscellaneous v

; ngsays, vol 1v;
collected yorks 1899, vol xxix, p. 157,
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his own words we f£ind "The true liverty of 2 men you would
say, consisted in his finding ouvt or being forced to.findAout
the right path, and waelk thereon., To lesrn or to be taughf,
what work he actually wes able for; and then by permission,
persuasion, and even compulsion to set about doing same."l
Libérty to Carlyle was freedom ffom the tyranny of his own
ignorance of, and inability to choose what was best for him-
self.

These are two laws of God which, to Carlyle form the
basis of his theory of Government. This theory is thet it is
the duty of the wise to take the reins of governmént, and of.
the ignorant to obey such government, "Intellect has %o
govern in this world: and will do it; 1 not in sllisnce with
the so called 'Governmments' of red tare and routine, then'in
divine hostility to Buch,”zand again in speaking of slavery,
but really referring to all government he says, "%Well excernt

by Hastership and Servantshiv, there is no conceivable deliv~

- erance from Tyranny and slavery. Cosmos is not Cheos, gimply

. 3
by this one quality, that it is governed." This is the

basis of all government for Carlyle. The superior in spirit-
ual and Intellectual things must goverm in some way as by &
lew of God; this being the only wey in which society can

exist.

1l Past and Prescnt,; Everyman ed., reprint 1915, Bk. iii,
eh. xi1i, p. 204.
133 Latter Day Pamphlets,; collected works 1898, vol. xx,
P L - - - '
3 "The Rigger Question” Critical and ¥ilscellesneous
Essays, vol. iv; collected works, 1899, vol. xxix, p. 362.
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But if such is the law of God to mankind, there iz one

§ ' thing within human power which can disturd it, anéd thet is

~injustice. He who is the Governor, the surerior in wisdom

should exercise his powers Justly, otherwise thet zame law of
God's, which insists on truth and justice is defied, end the L
scheme of social relationship will be destroyed. Sooner or Eﬁ

|

later the man seekxing guidance will realize the faleity of

his superior, and at the seme time the latter's lack of sure-

rior wisdom. Then in Carlyle's own phraseology, there will

be Chaos instead of Cosmos, and government, the badge of
human society as opposed to that of the bessts, will be
nought,

Such are the principles upon which Carlyle baseé'his

scheme of politicel reform, First, by the law of God, men
are not equal, and the inegualities are because of differ-

5§ encesgs in mental and 'spiritusl worth combined. Secondly, the

ignorant, have the right to be governed by the intellectual

superiors. Last of all, but most important to Carlyle, while

it is the duty of the ignorant to obey his superior, it is

likewise the duty of that superior %o govern wisely and just-
1y, or his claims for the title of governor cecase to be val-
id. These to Carlyle arc the unchangeable laws by which the

government of man as & social enimsl and a humen being must

be carried out, and according to such principles he criti-

cized the government of his time, snd suggestedsueh reforms it

as he believed wovld lessen the political evils of his day.

nf Lecording to such theories, he suggests government by en

[
|
\




regarded as a god as in Norse pagan times; or he mey be a

'which'other forms of Heroism snow. He must be priest, provh-

1
Aristoerescy of Talent as the one remedy in rolitice. Rut to s

appreciate his meaning in this, 1t is necegssary to discuss
more fully the character of the man of superior wisdom, who
is to be the idesl Governor., We nmust see what, sccording to
Carlyle, was his place in the consummetion of politicsl re-
form. Cerlyle's Governor is the Hero of whieh he spesks so
much, He is the King, in old English kenning, or "the one
who knows,™ as Carlyle falsely takes the etymology of the
word Xing to be. For him the hero is the ablest man, of the
highest God-given endowments. Such s hero may show his hero-
ie gualities iIn many waye ﬁceording‘to his environmert, eand

to his place in the progress of the human rsce. e may be

prophet as was Mahomet; & priest, as wzs Luther; & poet as
wes Dante or Shakespearé; or a man of letters; but the high-
est of all forms of the Hero is the Xing who is the commander

2

over men, The ability to lead men is the greatest of all

gifts, for he who possesses it must rossess the qualities

et, and poet, as well as commander of men. At leest he must
have the 1nsiéht whieh these types of heroes nogser~,

- This brings up the question of the definite quelities of
Carlyle's Hero, First of el)l he must be sincere. Te mugt

look on 21l conditions of men and effairs falrly, end aect

] 45
1 Heroes and Herop Worshilp, Iveryman ed,, reprint 1921,&“*"’ 33
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towards them sincerely. He must be sincere in his sttitude

towards God, sincere to himself and sincere to his fellow-

men. In relation to this first quality he says, "If he have

| not the justice to put down his 6wn selfishness at every

1 turn, and courage to staend by the dangerous true at every
.tnrn; how shall he know? Wis virtues gll of then, wiil be
recorded in his knowledge. RKature with her truth remsins to
the bad, to the selfish and the prusillenimous forever s
sealed book.“l Secondly he must have the God-gziven insight

~ to read aright the meaning of &ll conditions sbout him, and
to Jjudge eorrectly in all matters of importance. Thus he

says of his Hero, "Fearful and wonderful, real ss life, real

ag death is this Universe to him. Though 21l men should for-

get 1ts truth, and walk in vain show, he cannot. At all mo-
ments the Flame image gleres in upon him, undeniszdbly there,
there! 1 wish you to tske this as my primery definition of =

A
great man."” The Hero is essentislly the divinely insrired

ik man who is able to discern the will of God, so o~ %0 walk by

His laws, and lead others in them., This iz Carlyle’s idesnl
governor, who expresses clearly his concention of the "divine
right of kings,” but not in the accepted way as hereditary
kingship,z- He 1s rather the mah of talent and of worth wher-
ever he may be found. |

If the king is to be the grestest hero, chosen because

Leet. iii, b
1 Heroes and Hero Worship, Everymen ed., 1921,,». 339, 4
2 1b»1a.tgﬁ.;2ao.
3 1bid e, 422, i
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he possesses the highest abillity and the greatest insiesht, nis

counsellors in Government are likewise to be chosen for their
heroic qualities. The King or Governor is to be helned by an
"Aristocracy of Telent," éf as Carlyle cslls it et other
times "a Corporation of the Best ana‘Br&vest.” They must be
men possessed of like quelities with their leader, in order
to be able to sympathise with and advise him. They cre to be
the pick of the nation, to be the best accordinz to the defi-
nitions of Heroism, Of such an aristocracy Csrlyle sayse,
"Whatsoever Aristoeraey is still a corporation of the Best,
iz safe from all peril, and the lernd it rules is & sufe and
blessed land."l Such for Carlyle is the 1idesl governing body
of any country, and such he would wish for Englend.

Actual conditions in England, to Carlyle's mind, were

very far from such en ideal state. Covernment by the "Ablest”

had ceased to be, The aristocracy of the land had become for

Carlyle a "Fhantasm” for two reasons. Pirst because the er-
istocracy no longer possessed the high qualities of an Arie-
tocracy of Talent., It was "no longer able to do its work,
not in the least conscious thuet it has any work longer to
do."z It had become an imaginary aristocracy of title with-
oﬁt those powers which command the respect‘and reverence of
the common people, whom 1t is God's law th¢«t the aristocrecy
should guide and govern. For this reason, we have our second

1 "Chartism” Critiesl and ¥iscellsneous Essays, vol, iv:
collected works 1899, vol. xxix, p. 160.
2 Past and Present; Everyman ed. 1915, Bk. 1ii, ch. 1,
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cause of the failure of the Aristocracy, for the reople had ==
ceased to fulfill their function of~reve£encing their eris-
toeracy or in fact any sort of wisdom wh&fever; Such wisdom
had ceased to exist among men, and they had turned to some-
thing which d4id exist, that is to the materiel things of
life, such as accumulating money and preperty. They were
disregarding their higher nature so fhat'hero-worship had
changed to a soul killing worshir of weslth(mammon-worshir)
which, 1f left, would destroy the heert of the nation.

This is a fairly true criticism of the conditions of the

time. The aristocraecy of England was heredlitsry,end e large

‘proportion of the generation of thet day no loneser possessed

the genuine qualities of leaderghip for which their fore-
féthers had been knighted. The Inqustrial Revolution hsad
changed the social conditions of the country. Money was more
plentifnl, and it was possidble for those of the lower classes
to accumulate  large fartune;:%;;Shitherto only been rossible
for the aristocracy. The aristocracy had lost much of its
prestige in this way, and had become indifferent, indolent,
or supercillious in their attitude to their duties as the
governing body of the country. They refused to see the needs
of the lower classes. The commons on the other hand had
begun to realize that they could rise to a higher station in
life through commercial enterprrise. They were no longer de-
pendent on the aristocracy, and hence no longer cave them

the respect and loyalty which had been common before the In-

dustrial Revolution. Wealth as the ~roduct of commerce wrs




the merk of the new aristocracy. Fach class wes strivine

ﬁ;f against the other for the rossession of such weelth, ¢nd the

0ld interderendence and friendly reclations hetween the dif-

Terent ranks of society wis gone, TFor these rescones Cerlyle's
attacks or the absence of hero-worshir end t-c exi-tence of
mammon worship in its stead were just, for thece rivalries
for wealth ané position were being teken into politiesl relae-
tionshipe in government, caveins the various 7urties to lose

sight of the true interests of the country.

Democracy had taken the rlece of the more eristocratic

f; government of the Middle Ages, when some sort of hero-worshir

had existed. Carlyle attacks this cordition of soclety tit-
i terly. To him democrecy means "desrair of finding any Heroes
*Q‘ to govern you, and contented putting-up with the want of
them.”l This lack of herces iz the eause cof anarchy end

revolution, carlyle'firmly believed that witk the comine of

3 democracy, & greater evil hos been brought into man's life,

for the reason that he hss ceszsed to reverence his su-erior

in government, thus abandoring a worehip ekin to religious

worship, the symbol of & healthy state of soul. Thus lack of

a true aristocracy affects man's sriritual life, and since

the source is roisoned, 2ll the sctivities and enterrricses

springing from that muzt be evil; hence the migery of the

reople and the failure of the sovernment to bring about any

1 Fast and Present, Everyman ed. 1915, Bk. 111, ch.
x1ii, p. 208. #
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better state of affairs, 4 law of God had been brokeﬁ, end-
Carlyle says that "If we sin agasinst God, it is most cortain
God's Judgments will overtake us; and whether we recosnize
them as Cod's messeze like men, or merely rege and writhe
under them like dogs; it is certain they will continue uron
usg, till we elther cease 'sinning' or =2re &ll torn ic “icces
ard anihilated." |

England hed not always beeh in thie state of debaced =&

government. In Past and Present, he gives us whet, to him,

is perhaps the ideal state of government, as it existed in
the days of feudallsm. The election of Semson as &4bbot of
St. Edmonds is for him an example of choozing the true gover-
nor in the proper fashion. Samson wag chosen for his worth
and ability. In choosing him, his fellows put aszide any rer-
sonal considerations or selfish motives. Becaure they were
true men themselves, they chose him as the vtest mar to be
their leader. They chose him solemnly, seekineg God's guid-
ance in the matter, not lichtly wiﬁh election camrsiens ond
bribery as was done in Carlyle's time. Then too, in early
times, the nobles of England were chogern by the kins because
of their meritorious service to the state or to himself; and
not for selfish mercenary or pclitieesl reasons us now. Thie
was the nearest approach to true govermment, in Carlyle's o~
opinion, that England has ever had.

Government reform must come, then, first of all, by

1 latter DPay Pamrhlets; collected workes, 189¢, vol.xx,
P» 298, :
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reforming the spirifual basias of government. The ?OWéT of oo
hero-worship, of honesty, and of sincerity must be recawakened
in the peorle, so that they may be £it to dlstinevish
cleerly who is the bvest man to be their r~overnor, 1In the
second place the abtlest man must exlst and then must be
choser, no matter in what rank of gociety he is in. 4s to
how thiz is to be done, Carlyle doecs not sive us very clesr
directions. Certainly it is not to be by dewocretic vote of
the majority. The most significant point whieh he makes in |
this respect is that every man should seek to bring himself
into right relationship with God and Hls laws with prorer
gincerity. To Carlyle it is only the wise cnd the sincere
who can discern the hero; and for this reasow 1t is only
these who should have the right to choose the Covernor., The
one practical hint which he gives in this respect, is that
the leaders shall be chosen for ability discovered through
education as is done in China, but this roint will be dis-
cussed later in a chapter on educsetion. Above all Carlyle
believes the great need of England to be thet there shounld

be a true king and a genuine aristocracy rediscovered among
her people. Of this he says "It is tragicelly evident to me,
our first want, which includes all wants, is thst of a new
real Aristocracy of fact, instead of the extince imaginary
one of title which the anerchic world is~everywherevrebelling
against%“ And again in the same tone he prothecies "That »

there will again be 8 King in Israel; a system of order end

1 Latter Day Pamphlets; collected works 1898, vol. xx
P.263.
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Government, and évery man shall in some meccsure see himaelf
constrained to do that which 1s rirsht in the King's eyes.”l
Such is Carlyle's ideal program of government whiech he
hoped in vain to see accomplished. He rcclized himself that.
such a program was impossidble in the England of his time ond
under existing conditions. He believed that England would
require a long painful period of time to return to any degrce
of spiritual life from the degrading condltions of selfish
and material politics such as existed then. IHowever, :long
with mueh violent oriticism of existing politicel conditions,
Carlyle sought to instil a certain amount of this spiritusl
reform. He endeavored to make the politicians feel that some
step towards this must be made, and that the cause of dis-
content lay deeper than superficilal reform might resech, To
see how far he carried hié rrogram of reform into the rrac-

tical needs of the country is the next step in ovtlinins his

program of political reform.

Parliament is one of the oldest institutions in the
government of England. Great changes hed beern mede in thst
body since the dawn of English rarliasnmentary history. Car-

lyle naturally turned most of hig sttention to this ouvtstard-

ing institution of British politics in his endeavors to
bring about a reform of vital institutions.

The history of the growth of parliamenrt is briefly as s
follows. The original function of psrlisment wa- to advise

1 Past arnd Present; Everymen ed. 1915, 2Bk, iv, ech. i,
Pp. 240“1.
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the ¥ing, The old inglo-Saxon witerscemot wae a body of no-

ble men brouvght torether for this purrose. Such too wes
rerliament as 1nst1tﬁteﬂ by Edwerd I in 1295, It wes essen-
ti1ally aristocratic, und 1ts nowers were entirely suvbordinate
to those of the king in position and euthority. It continued
thus through the 14th, 15th, 16th, ard 17th Centuries. Dur-
ing the 17th Century, the Puritan Revolution took plece under
Cromwell, but thie affected the nosition of perliament very
little. It was not until the 18th Géntury, under wecaker
kings and nobles, that the reople began to seek grester su-
thority in matters of goverrment through perliement, Lord
Chatham, the elder Pitt, and ¥illiam Pitt the youneer, ir the
latter half of the 18th Century, were outstendines in the
agitetion for a more complete representztion of the ryeorle.
Finslly in Carlyle's own day parliamentarj reform and modern
enfranchisement began to have being., The Reform Bill of 1832
redistributed the rerresentuation and enlerged the number of
voters through the 210 franchise, thus increcsing the rower o
of the middle classes, Further Tolitical Reforms in 1867
and 1884 gzve the franchise to every householder, znd chansed
the representetion still more, so that the niddle and iower
classes had the controlling voice in Parliament. These later
reforms do not come under Carlyle's writiness on rarlismentary
conditions but he sew the tendency in 1832 and reserted it
fiercsly.

Yarliament for ingleo-Sexon and Yedieval TEnsland hed been

entirely In the hands of the aristocracy who were conmrletely
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subservient to the king. This was to Carlyle an aristocracy

of worth. 4As portrayed in Book II of Past and Present this

parliament shows the ideal relationship betweén king and
aristocracy. In his own time, on the other hand, the voice
of authority had changed position entirely. Parliament as
the instrument of democracy had usurped the authority of the
king and aristocracy. It is true that he did not see much .
evidence of an aristocracy of worth~¢xistin@ in his own time,
but the chief prohlen tb him wes that the function of par-
liament has shifted from that of sdvisor to the king and his
authority, to taking the place of that authority itself; and
he does not believe that the British parliament fulfills, or
is capable of fulfilling this new function.]‘

The true function of perliament as an advisory board to
the King or chief Governor is to express its opinion. It is
the talking apparatus of the nation. Parliament's fulfill-
ment of this function Carlyle believes to be indispensable %o
good government.2 It ﬁust not, however, talk for the sake of
talking alone. It must have an orinion worth giving, and it
is primarily on this voint that he criticised the British
parliament of his day. Speech as speech without meaning or
sincerity, has become the curse of parlisment as of all or-
ganizations of the country. The volubility of the press, and
the power of a glib tongue in a politician rule in all de-

partments of thought, and hinder judgment of the opinion

1 Latter Day Pamphlets; collected works 1898, vol. xx,
po 224.
2 ibid. p. 194.




iz it e

e A 5 % R e oo S oot

42

given. The "Unfettered Pressﬁ,whiéh he calls the "Fourth
Estate of Parliament”,plays a great role in politieel jJudg-
ments, chiefly for the worse in Carlyle's opinion. Then %too,
the absence of any Hero king as leader gives parlisment and
the perpetrators of the asbove foolishness écope for their ac-
tivities. Furthermore, thoée who pretend to be the leaders
in government are “insincere and ruled by the love of money.
Kot only the politicisns, but ali men have beeome insincere.
In Letter Day Pamphlets he says "What we have to complain of,
is that &ll men are begome Jesuite, That no man gresks truth

to you or to himself,” and later in the same book "But as tn

Parlioment, again and 1its elegibility, if attainable, there

is yet no question anywhere; the ingenuous soul, if nossessed

of moneyﬂcapital enough is predestined by the rarentel arnd
8ll manner of monitors to that career of talk."J Politieians
haeve lost the first attribute of a true men, namelr, sinceri-
ty; and moreover they ere choser not for their‘inherent worth
but because of wealth and hereditary rosition., It is the

existence of brivery end insincerity =o rife in English poli-

tics, both among the politicians themselves end in the pressa,

.

that Cerlyle feele to be the greatest curse of parliament

_whatevef its function.

As opposed to this state of affairs Carlyle wouvld have 5
the reformed parliament composed of members ehosen from all

ranks of socliety for their wisdom and sincerity, rather than

1 Latter Day Pamphlets: collected works 1898, vol. xx,
P- 509~ . . ’
2 ibid, p. 189.
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from a limited aristocratic clas=, who do not now necesserily
posseas the worthiness of their forefathers. either were
they to be chosen becauvse of their finsrcial rosition, as wes

becoming the case at this time. They were to be men of true

worth no matter in what class of =socicty they were to he
found, or how little wealth they rossegsed. Thiz doctrine
was entirely contrary to the then rrevalent idecs of class
distinetion ard of class government. It was neither flctter-
ing to the titled aristocracy of the land, nor to the new
class of capitalists and factory owners who were beginning to
feel an equal right with the aristocracy to the control of
the government. It shows, however, the one roint of‘Carlyle‘a
radical sympathy with the lower classes in his rrogram of
government reform. It is especially in keeping with his de-
sire to reform the soul of ell English manhood, as foundation
for political reform. Without the existence of men who are
sincere and wise who may be chosen, and sincere men to do the
choosing, no amount of ballotine and enlaresed franchise will

choose the richt members of parliement. "In the lone run,”

he says, "every Government is the exaet symbol of its Teorle

with their wisdom znd unwisdom; we hive to sey like Peorle,
1
like Government.," The failure of the English vrorliement =t

that time to satisfy the peoprle and to carry out the neces-
sary reforms for the reople's welfare, shows the unwisdom of

k]

that Perliament and slso the unwisdom of the reorle throuen

0 1 Past and Present; Everyman ed, 1915, Bk. iv, ch. iv,
. 259,
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their cholce of governors. Only by renewed sincerity and the
cultivation of true wisdom and spirituzl insight wovld such
conditions be amended, and a true parliament of Kineo's ad-
visors be chosen,

Carlyle takes great excertion to the rrevalent mode of
choosing such men by ballot. The surposed rurnose of enlsrg-
ing the number of voters was to increase the chances of
choosing the best and most representstive leesder, The rolit-
ical tendency of the period wes to have universel suffrage as
the best method of finding the ablest men, The reform sgita-~
tion between the years 1828-1832, which ended in the Reforn
Bill of 1832, was all in this direction. Originelly the
franchise had been granted only to a limited circle of the
aristoeracy and more or less influentisl land owners and
shurehmen. This custom had not been changed to eny great
degree since medieval times, The Industrisl Revolution, how-
ever, had altereé the centres of porulation, so theat the rep-
resentation wes no longer according to the rorulation of the
districts, as it had been relatively before tﬁat time. The
r;distribution'of members and enlarged franchise granted in
the Reform of 1832 was a long step towards democracy such as
has been realized in leter yesars.

To Carlyle, however, this extension of frenchise would
not be conducive to a choice of better leader. Rather the
opposite would be the case, since in accordance with his
views on the inherent inequalities of men, some men are wise

while others are unwise, end only the wise have the insight




45

to choose the true leaders. Of this he says "Are not two men
stronger than one; must not two voters carry it over one? I
answer no, nor two thousand, nor two million--Many men vote,
but in the end, you will infallibly find, none counts excert

"\

the few who were in the right."”

; end again "o recrle or

popdlace, with never such ballot boxes, can select such a man
[0

<
for you. Only the man of worth can recognize worth in men.”

- Host men 4o not possecs the proper amount of wisdom. Herce

by enlarging the franchise so as to irclude the masser, the
proportion of unwise or useless votes is made to largely
exceed the number.of wise ones,

The true voter is the man who is sgpiritually free, who
is wise and also obedient to the laws of the Universe. From
this idea of the wise and free, comes Carlyle‘s belief in the
rights of the minority being superior to the rights of the
majority, because the minority with their GCod-given wiaedom
have the insight to choose aught, while the majority, bteing
without such wisdom would choose wrongly. "The free man is
he who is loyal to the Laws of this Univeree, who in his
heart sees and knows across all contradictions thot injustice
cannot befall him here. The first symptom of such a man is
not that he resists and rebvels, but that he obeys."s As has
been said before, freedom to Carlyle means obedience to the

laws of God in this Universe, and hence to the will of the

1 Laetter Day Pamphlets; collected works 1£98, vol. xx,

p. 245.

2 ibid. p. 1l41.
3 ibidt P« 257
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juét and wise ruler. It is only when the ruler is unjﬁst end
unwise, thet the common man has any richt to revolt. Votinr
and enfranchisement meﬁn very little to C&rlyle,'zince once
the Heroic Governor is found, men's one rule in politics is
obedience to him as to a superior.

The only purrose of veluve which Carlyle eees irn elections

in the form which they take in modern democracy

vt

iz to ~ive
the Governor an insight into the stete of rubliec orinion on
varjous political guestions. In his own words we find hin
saying, "Beyond a doubt it will be useful, will be indisren-
sable, for the King or Covernor to know whet the mass of men
think upon public gquestions, legislative and administrative,
what they will assent to willingly, what unwillinsly; whst

‘they will resist with superficisl discontents and remon-

strances, what with ovstinate determinstion, with riot, per-
haps with armed rebellion, . . . .Te whieh end, Tarliaments,
Free Presseé, and sueh like are excellent; they keer the
Governor fully aware of whet the Peorle wisely or foolishly
think.” This doces not imrly that the Governor is to follow
the voiece of thé teople in all decisionc. If to his surerior
wisdom their decision is foolish, Carlyle's stetement indi-
cates that it is the Covernor's duty to act contrary to the
popular decision. This is the autocrstic side of Cerlyle’s

theory of Government. In his belief in the right of the wise,

of every class to rule he is democratic, dut in the nethod by
which the wise shall rule he isg entirely sutocrstice. ‘

1 Latter Day Pamphlets; collected works 1898, vol. xx,
p' 2400
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One may ask how far this haz come to nuss since Cérlyle
wrote the Latter Day Pamphlets in 1850. Certainly as far as
administrafive matters are concerncd, it 1s only the broad
and simplified issues which are put before the reorle at an
election.l The technical detalls and actual working out of
gsuch matters are left in the hands of the Governmment leszaders
and experts. Then too, once those lesders are elected to
office, they do not necessarily follow the voice of elections
in every detaill, if the people% wishes go contrary to what
appears to be the best policy as they see it withn their teech-
nical experience and more intimate knowledgze of conditions,
This dlsregard of populaer voie now appears to be an abuse in
government at tiﬁes, but in these two roints Cerlyle's rlan h
has been tacitly accepted with regard to the extent of the
control exercised bﬁ elections, Our leaderz are still elected
by the mazses, but the wisdom of thils is sometimes questioned,
when oratory and personal prejudice are seen to gwoy the POp~-
ulace against their better judement if tsken as individuels.

Then too, in Carlyle's time, the macses of Bnolish work-
ing men were utterly ignorant according to the common meaning
of that word. Compulsory education for all had not yet been
enforced or so much as thought advisable., The first definite
ster in this direction was the Education Let of 1870, twenty

years after Carlyle wrote concerning the lsck of wisdom dis-

Played by the masses. Even then very little hsd been done.

)l ¥acCunn, Six Radical Thinkers; 1910, p. 153.
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It}is little wonder then, that he does not.see fhe no=sibil-
ity of the whole population béing &6-lz to tzke an intelligent
stand in politics. He does believe, however, in the effiezey
of education in such matters, althoush he does not ses all
1ts possibilities in $he wey of incresasing rorulsr wisdon.

It is nevertheléss, almost the sole rractical sugagestion
which he offers in matters of rolitical reforrm.

In spite of all our education of the massses, ne does
spéak for the evils of thie generation &2 well as for those
of his own, when he attacks the failings of rolitieisns.
Their insincerity, their selfishnesc, their love of meening-
less oratory, and their lisbility to bribery in office, sre
unfortunate traité whieh have not yet been erntirely urrcoted.
¥hat is really worth’while, in his rrogram cf roliticsl re-
form is his proclamation of the need of a chenee in the
hearts of all men, and especially in the case of the lecders,
whereby tney might be turned to truth, sincerity, wiedom in
God's universal laws, and to a sense of the seriousness of
their position among treir fellows., Carlyle says in cresking
of government, "Tho's to decide it? . . . why thou ¢nd I, and
each man into whose living soul’the Lleisnty hzg brezthed a
gleam of understending, . . . and woe will befall us, each
and all, 1if we don't decide it aright according s the £1-
mighty has alresdy decided it."

-

1 Latter Day Pamphlets; collected works, 18398, vel. xx,
P. 234.
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Sueh is the important note in Cerlyle's plan of reform
in England's Governmment. It is now necessery to sgee whot
changes he prorosed to moke in that Government's Foreign and
Colonial Policy,--that institution which denls with those re-
lations which the country has with the world outside its own
insvlar borders. Interest in colonies was very low at this
time, while an agressive foreipgn voliey was the main rurpose
of the Government. Peorle in Enzland tho:sht the Colbnies
were a great exprenze and worry, rather than an csset to the
ecountry,and accordingly rather neglected colonial nceds. 1In
1837 the peovle of Canada rose in-rebellion becevse of lack
of Jjnst self»governmént end threetened to Join Tnited States.
England as a whole wag very indifferent as to whet hermened §f 
to the Colony. On the other hand they felt thet they must
maintain their position of surremscy =mons the nations of fg;
Europe, especially after the recert Yaroleonic =trugesle.
This foreiszn rivalry may have hed o certain effect on the
colonial policy, by indueing the mother country to keen the ﬁk

colonies for pride'sc sake, when otherwise they would hove let

them go as useless rossessions. This irdifference towards ;ﬁf
the colonies wis fairly marked from 1820 to 1260 esrpceially.

Under Disraeli & policey of =ztrong imperielism in foreism

relationships was inaugurated. During these years Cerlyle
wes the exponent of the opposite theory. To him the Colonies i
were'much more important than an.agressive foreign nolicy in »
Europe, and as a social reformer he wes intensely interested

in their welfare and in keering them loyal to the crown.

With the hope of changing this policy he ettacked the
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Government at Downing Street where sre situsted the Foreiem
and Colonial Cffices. Sloth and misdirected effort are the
two evils most.apparent to him in these offices as is shown
- in the following passege "that the work, such as it mey be,
is 1l11-done in these establishments - delayed, neglected,
slurred over, committed to hands that cannot do it well . . .
Or second what is still fataler, the work done there nay it-
self be quite ire wrong kind of work."l Here agoin he
implies the valve qaf his doctrine, thet the msn of worth
should be in charge, since the present occupants of Downing
Street are neither cepeble of doing the work befére then, nor
heve they the insight to see what work should re:=lly be done.
This statement was esrecially true of the Coloniel
Office which,in Carlyle's opinion,dealt with questions which
were not in its fleld, and which‘should have been left to the
Colonies themselves. Here he perhaps has in mind the cause
of the American Revolution and also the Cancdian situstion as
it then stood. Colonies to Carlyle were & divine gift, and
as sueh should be respected. Il¢ connects our right to the
Colonies with his doctrine of 'might is right.' Tis views on
this subject frequently seem to be conflieting, but if one
looks deep enough he will see that they are connected closely
with his feeling for God's divine guidance in &ll =affeirs of
this world. '¥ight is right' he often says, but Just ss

frequently he points out that"right is might,in the sense

1 Latter Day Pamphlets; collected works 1898, vol. xx,
P.95. .
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that might whieh is able to persist for a loneg time muét be

the will of God, end hence the right, as in the case of the
Normen Conquest. Thus at one time he says "thst all éées by
wager-pf—battle in this world; that strength well understood
is the measure of all worth. Give & thine time, if it ean
succeed, 1t is the right thing.“l Tyrenny doeq not anpesl tg
Carliyle's freedom-loving soul any more than‘to any one else,
but to him "might is right" is God's law proved by survival.
Tyranny and the temporary survivael of "mights":prove their f
wrongness by their short life. Carlyle faile, however, to
teke into acecount the injustice and terrible cogst to humanity
which is ususlly involved in proving whether the "misht" is
right or wrong. Moreover, since the "might" is frequently
wrong, the cost of proving it so according to Carlyle's meth-
od usvally proves & great menace to soclety, ss in the cere
of the late war. Thet the "mights" of thls world are usually

tested thus by survival is, on the whole, truve, in srite of

the injustice involved, and in this Carlyle ~roves his in-
sight into human nsture. |

In connection with the colonies "might is risht,” re-
garding theilr possession, to that extent which our fore-
fathers through their valour have been zble to conguer the
new lands and meke them of more vélue. Thig is the low which

gives any man rights of possession to lend., If he hes the

»

might to conquer that land and make it more velusble in the

1 Heroes and'Hero-worship; Everymon ed. 1921, p., 373.




light of society's need, then he has »roved hies rizht to hold

that land by z=irskt if necessary, so long as he ic -~aXkire the i

i

best use of it. 7Tith tr n aind £t fellors that we

(=

e

s ides
should De unworthy of the heritage of our sneestors

did pot Xxeey i{he colonies and makxe the test use of trem., TIf

o e e e gt e

any Govermor conirive to cut off the Ceolonice, or sny resl
right the big British Zmpire has in cclornier, Teth he and the
British Eapire will bitterly repert it one dey « « « Tacsks
colonial erd dozestice, which are ¢f an eterrnelly Zivire ni-
tore . . . have been ss<igned to this n:ticn."l Sueh is Car-
lyle's oririon of the worth of the Colonies, and thre duty of
Britain tc retain thex.

Of existing affeirs in colonisl sdninistrstion he ~icks
out two roints as of srceciscl siznificasnce. First the Coloni-
8l 0ffice in Londorn decides upor guestioxs whieh should be
decicded in the Colonies therselves ss has glreedy Ysen no=-
ticed. Secondly, following the Purhaxr Terort of 1832 on
Cana’z, this colony was given, in 1822, once of ithe hated den-
ocratic constiiuiicns, a beit 40 =zinteoin -esce for the tirme,

but which did not touch the root of trhe nmotter. Followine

this set the Government indemnifie2 the rebels, wniegh wos =

riece of sross injustice to Cerlyle’s way of thinkins,

rexedy these evils, Carlyle would heve, first of zll, a rer-

manent Governor of the Hero type, who would be guzlified to

[ ]
S e 73

carry out the adninistration of colonisl sffeirs without

\

L2

1 Letter Day Famphlets; collected works 1897, wvol. XX, 1; 
P. 182, _ : 50
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constently referrins to the office in Enr~lend., Sueh a rovern-
or with a reformed perliamentery council cr =lveady succested
for Englend herself would constitute ihc Goverrment of uny
colony, though in this cace it was epplied esgrceinlly to
Cenade. Termanence ir the covernor's rosition, tnd frme in-
sight in the men who holds it would do much, he bLelieved, to
remove the misunderstandings which then existed, and would
thus control too greet 2 tenldency to denmocrcey, while it
would also obviate unnecescsary interference from the Colonial
Office.

At the sane time Carlyle sew into the future cornditions
of the Colonies with rare insight. He foressw the mixed rop-
ulation whichwas to come to Caneds. FXe sgrees with t'e sug-
gestion for high money and rroperty qualifications for voters
in order to¢ eliminate from the bsllot list the floatine trov-
uletion of foreign extrsction whose loyalty to British Govern-
ment is as yet quectionable; but he questions whether this
will not exelude some poscible wisdom from the roorer meorle,
He also recommended a transcontinentsl reilwey o8 a link be-
tween the different purts of the Colony, thirty-five yeere
before such a railway was built.l ’

Yany of these thinss heve been accommnlished in Cenvda
gsince Carlyle's time, in a way which nhe would -~o<=ibly ep-
prove. Not ocne but three transcontinertal reilways isve been

>

built. OQur foreipgn population must waeit until they have bveen

1 Latter Day Tamphlets; collected works 1£97, vol. xx,
P. 156,




educated in our customs, and have gained gufficien
to their adorted country before they z2re =2llewed to vote,
though it is not by money qualificationc thot they zrs ke-t
from thic privélege. Tniversal spffr&ge, vhile contreory to %??
Caflyle's senene of government, heaes been cdortod and any pose
sible wasteof wisdom amons voters hes thus been eliminsted.
It is true that we hove not a rermenent ~overncr, nor h:e our
gavernor the suthority whieh Csrlyle would hive wished tb see
-him have, but responsible governmert has been Introduced,
though agein contrary to Carlyle’s sutocratic thecries of
government, by which the Colony's rrobvlems are deseided by the
Colony, so that petty interference from the Colonial Cffice is
obviate@. For the rmost part he saw eclocarly the needs of the
colonies at that time, =rnd helped by his symrethy and fear-
less recommendations to bring ebout a better understanding
with regard to the siraired relations between thne colonies
and the mother country at the sane time?étirrinc En~lciod to a
sense of their wvalue.

e believed thet the foreign wolicy of the Xinsdom wes
no lecs at fault than the colonial rolicy. The Toreliem 0Office
should exist to look after the ~rotection of the country
egainst foreign interference with its rishts, znd to regulate
1ts interests with those of other countries. Such sre the
accepted duties of the Foreign Office. Carlyle atteckzd the
menner in which these duties were carried ouvt. Te nmeintained
that the Foreign Office was instigating too many forelgn wers,
merely to feed the nationsl pride. To him no wur since Oliver

.Cromwell's Puritan Yar asgainst Cetholic Spain has been truly
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1 .
necesgary. %ar against the French Revolution was neeless,
as being against the will of God. The French were justified
in ridding themselves of a sham arintocriecry. Protection is
the only just cause of war, especially protection of trade
end of colonies. Tne latter he believes to be ours by the
will of Gol; therefore it is Just that we should fisht for
them, This appears contradictory to his stotement th-t war
should be only for protection, but here aguin comes his idea
of mirht beinz in the end right., After all the colonies are
a rart of RBritain and sz such must be protegted. TTe olso
neuns, however, that new colonies -are to he acquired, by
Tighting 1f necessary., In specking of war in pgenersl he says
"I core little for the sword. I will zllow ¢ thing to
struggle for itself in this world, with sny sword or tonscue
or Implement it has or can lay hold of . . . very sure that
1t will in the long run conguer nothing w-iech doez not

e
£

dezerve to be conguered."” Ve may jJustly fisht for our

rights in colonies for self-nrotection and for trade. If we

ore right we will succeed, but to deliverately interfere in

the rights of other nations for the seke of foreing our
z0litical dbeliefs on them, as in the case of the wrr with

France during the French Revolution, is not the function of

the Foreign Office.
Besides this, too much money is spent on armements and
defense in peace time. The ermy and navy are maintained in
1 Latter Day Pamphlets; eollected works 1898, vol.xx,

«145, M 1t
2 Heroes and Hero—Worship, Everyman ed. 1915,,7.296
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1dleness as an expense to the workers of the country., This
i3 the great evil whieh 18 “ue 10 the rpolicy of the
Foreign Office, To refornm this, he sugrested thet every nsn
should be troined as e soldier in order th-t he nist defend
his country when the need zrose, but thet in perce tine all
soldlers should be turned to indusirizl and wrriculturel
work to produce, rather thram to consume what others rrovide.
Tre navy, instead of remaining as uan idle show,is to be engeg-

ed in commercial traeffic over &ll the world. ITdlenecs in

any man or any body of men is evil to Corlyle, hence his
hiatred of 1dle goldiery in peccetine.

e forgets, however, tnat there is & ncceccity for

vigilance on the part of any couniry. UIle pregsurroses that i
between wars the nations shzll meke no attenrts to set the g

better of one another or to goin one enother's rosrecsions,

He allows for no armaments or soldiery to gucrd the nction's
commeree and possessions during pecce time. Il2 forzets thet
protection, or at leamf visible evidence of zover to rrotcet,
ies necessary before commerce can exist, The nutions sre to
be in an ideal state of pesce and such an idec) condition in
national affaire haes not yet become rossible in this world,
Justly, however, he condemnc the maintenence of a loree

standing srmy in idleness. Only those actuclly reguired for

rrotection should be kept in arms. The others, excert for

training, should bc allowed to work.

Curlyle's progran of politicel reform mude little im-

pression on the proccedings of govermmernt et the time of




writing., Democracy contiruved to szrow and is =till groﬁing;
dis greatest mistake weoz that he did not anrreciste the
strength of the groving powsr of democroecy. Te did not

ealize thet the time was coning when 2ll men would be edu-
cutved sufficiently to heve 2 richt to o voice in matters of
government. He fails to sec that his nerec, if found, would
~heve so much superior wisdem that he wovld fail to tolerate
the newly awskencd lesser wisdoms of the mosses, snd thus
‘would &presr to the people ot a tyrant rather then as & hero.
He believed that wll nmen will find their =sctisf-ction in 1ife
by Ceveloping in the seme nmenner and Iin eccordonce to the
will of one man, Te 4did not ellow Tor eny differences in
mode of actiorn between one nen ond snother. They must all
acjzuilesce to the onc man's will., Tiis is where his conception
of & Hero as governor feils under the new system of universsal
education and scientific enlightenment,

His argument thot waiversel suffroge involves the ques-

tion of lover irtellirsence;--thet in spite of educotion the
Jabesh
nasses will choose "Sir Jeddest indbog" inctecd of the man of

1
worth~-hias some recl value. The nroblen %todey is aiti1ll how

to avoid this popuvler wezkneas in electlone, nor hra the
enswer yet been found. Science and denocriey Jnave Tull
svay and arc likely 10 have for scome time, The fret (hat only

- the larger and simpler cucstions are now rut before the rublic

nitigates thiis evil to a certein extent, zrlvle's sugges-

tion ss to the scove of such questions hoz beceme on actuallty,

1 MucCumn,- Six Redical Thinkers; 191 1,159,
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and certain prophecics concerning the government of colonies
have also come true, The greetest roint, however, in his
outline of polifical reform is his insistence uron truth,
sincerity,end justice as cssentials in the reclm of nrolitical
cctivity. le insists on the existence of these qualities in
the individusl's life, in the reletionship between individu-
2l's life, in the relatlonship between individucls, end
above all in that body which is tc control the destiny of
‘the nation, This is the doctrine by which Carlyle will do
most good in polities at all times if only heeded. Like
Plato, he desires "a return to purer menners, nobler laws,
with the best men in the state to regulate them."l His real

value as a reformer lies in his stressing of the ideal ele-

nents, rather than in his practical reforms,

1 N¥ichol -~ "Carlyle™; English Men of Letters Seriles,
1881, p.229.




III

SOCIAL REFORUH

If Carlyle is extremely vegue and ideal in his nrogranm
of politicuzl reform, he 1s not lesc ideal in his soeisl re-
form, thongh not so vegue in srecific instances. Just as he
detested the Political Economy of his day, so he hated the s

social and industrial economicse then in vogue. Benthar, 7ill,

| o Ricardo, and ¥althus were iils contemporaries in economie

thought, and these were all contrary to Carlyle's more s,irit-

ual ideals of reform, Bentham claimed that "the greatest

happiness prineciple” was the basis of men's code of ethies. :?; 
The sum of the greatest number of heppinesses was the greatest
good to be accomplished in éociety. Men therefore were pri-
marily selfish in their actions, gince pleasure (hepriness)
and pain were their guides in conduet. Thus he was lesving
out the idea of God azg the controliing force in humen con-
duct, which to Carlyle wes most imrportant., Mill also zccept-
Ied Bentham's theories, at the ceme time Insinted thai man ean
attain his hichecst development only through'leisufe, wo;k '
being an asetivity of a lower form. This was in direct op-
position to Carlyle's belief in work as the hirhest 2nd only

God~given function of man in this world. Malthus and Ricardo,

@

equally odious in Carlyle's sight as "professors of the Dismaii

E

Selence,” were more practical in their suggestionsz. DBoth

1 Beff - Cerlyle and Mill; 1924, p. 35.




upheld the har-iners princirle of Benth-n's »hilcsorhy., In
addition to this prineciple Halthﬁé rrovosed to inrrove cori-
tions by birth éontrol gnd a systex of high turiffs agsinst
foreign food stuffs. Ricardo meintained that the intereats
of the landlord were orrosed to those of any oter cless end
that participetion in rights of proverty, wealth, and ~overn-
‘ment, should belong exclusively to the leobourins clances,
These princirles are again contrary to Carlyie's belief in
the spiritual inheriterce of man, aond the ri~ht of the aris-
tooratic hero to govern the lower classes. TFor to Czrlyle the
intereste of the aristocracy and those of the lshouring clas-
ges must be united rether than remein rermanently orrosed,
and he olso advocates the abolition of high food tariffs euch
ag the Corn Law=s. In thege points he wos entirely onrosed to
the practical princizles of his fellow economists,

A1l the sociasl econcmists of the time believed men to be
born equal, with minds like & blenk pare. To thern, man wae
an animal who could be moulded by cducation and trainel by
social lew. They left out the eriritual inreritence of men
- entirely, which to Carlyle w.s the besie of man's noture in
the varying decrces in whieh it woe inherited, asas & £ift from
God, the Yaker. Ne did not deny that soceial conditions vere
evil; that the division of weslth wos unjiust; or thet the s
aristoeracy of the lané was idle and urceless, but he sousht
to reforn these conditions from & different stondroint from
- that taken by the economists, Reforzm wes not to be accom-

plished by curtailing the birth rate or doing eway with the
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aristoeraey, but rather by a reawakening of the vetter nature }f
in every class and in every maen. This would enacble the dif-
ferent clasges fo come into risht relations with cach other,
and so to cooperate in doing the world's woark,

Ls has already been rointed out in the rrevious chapter,
Cerlyle believed that the laws of human reletionshin were
based upon a proper cooperation between the more highly sift- ;i
ed men as leaders, and the less giftedlones’as the workers f%
end followers; through loyal obedience to snd worshir of i;g
these superiors on the part of the less gifted. The above |
mentioned economists insisted, on the other hend, on the
equality of all men, and hence on the institution of sovern-

ment in the form of democracy with recogmition of equal so-

eial status of all elasseg. On the other hand it is Carlyle's

belief that socisl economy should deal with the laws which

'hold men together in society, of which the theory of equality
is not one,since it cuts asunder those irterde-endenciez and

- relationships which bind men to man, by making him believe
himself the equal of his fellow men and therefore inderendent.
¥an is admittedly a gregarious animsl who cennot live in iso-
lation, hence Carlyle says, "Men cannot live isolated: we

are all bound together, for mutual good, or else for mutusl
misery, as living nerves in the same body. XNo nigheet man

1
can disunite himself from any lowest.” Society for him is

an orgenic whole, which must have a head as well c¢s feet and

1 Past and Present; BEveryman ed. 1915, Bk. iv, ch, vi,
P. 275. ‘
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and hands, end whose happiness derends on = harmonious.working
together of the different nmembers, each according to its
proper function, | | |

¥an's soecianl liberty, he believes, does not come fron
being inde?enﬁent of his fellow-beings, but tﬁrough the v»rorver
functioning of the feelings of obedience to and worshin of his

superiors. The desire of man st this time was t0o be ensnci-~

paeted from the control of his fellows, such ag the Aristooresey,

the Capitalists, and ¥1ll Owners; but such liberty would not

‘obviate the fact that he was still the slave of his own ig-

norance and uncontrolled psssions, for, says Carlyle to the

common man, "Thou art the threll, not of Cedriec the Saxon, but
1

of thy own brutsl appetites and this scoured dish of liguor.”

‘Society is based on this interrelation of degrees of respect

between men and between classes of men. "He that is the
inferior of nothing, ean be the superior of nothing, the equal
of nothing" seys Carlyle in speaking of the doctirine of

equality. At snother time he states, "Society is founded om

"Hero VWorship. All dignities of renk, on which associstion

rests are what we may call a Hero-erchy . . . Society every-
where is some representation, not insuprortably inaeccurcte of

the graduated Worship of Heroes;- reverence and obedience done
3 ' ~
to men really great and wise." This is correct, in spite of

1 Pest and Present; Everymen ed.,1915, Bk.1iii, ch.xiii,

2 Sartor Resartus; FEveryman ed.,1921, Bk.iii, ch.vii,
DP.188, 4 }

3 Heroes and Hero-Worship; Everyman ed.,1921, bkect.i,
D +249. _
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the existence of so called dehocraey, and theories of liberty
and equality of Carlyle's day, and sinecc; for even in democe-
ragy, 4o we not nominate a man for office more or less -
because we respect him for certain quaslities which we belie#e
 him .to posscss more than we? Sueh, then, ic the only basis
{_oﬁ which crumbling society can rebuild itself in Carlyle's

i ayes;land in order that such feelings of obedience =nd wor-

| ghip should opercte properly, he believegs that the sriritual

' 8ide of man must be active. It must not be dendened by lust

. for wealth and by pride of social position,but must be

-cultlivated and allowed to discriminate as to what zre the best

'things in 1ife, regardlegs of the dict:tes of caste. In this

Carlyle is agein stressing the necessity of the inward
’f gpiritual reform of men for the sake of better sociel rela-
; tionships as well as for reform in polities.

~ If the soul or spiritual life of men iz the mesinsrring
' effiife, work must be:the outwvard manifestation of that life.
This is Carlyle's belief, known as the "Gospel of Work" which
ne offers a5 a basie principle in sociel and industiial
‘reform. Accomplished work is the end and rewerd of man,
. since work well done is the grestest and mosf useful memorial
- which he can leave behind him. This elone proves the worth
of the man.z ¥Work too is & remedy which will help men to rid
himself of his difficulties end ennui. Ain idle man is rprone

- to all kinds of folly and mistekes in life. The man without

2521 Heroes and Hero-%Worship; Everymen ed.,1921, fect. i,
P.252,

Z Past and Present; Everyman ed.,1915, Bk.iii, ch.v,p.1l52




man was not producing enything either for himself or for the
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vork,--both he who must starve without it, and the rich man

who 1s bored without it,--is in the worst position nossible,

both for himself and for society. "The most un hapny of sll

men 1s the man who cannot tell what he is goine to do, who /

‘has got no work cut out for him in the world, and does not go

into it. For work is the grand cure of all the msladies end

miseries that ever beset mankind,--honest work, which you

1 .
intend getting done.”

Since man is unhappy without some definite work to do,
Carlyle preached his gospel of work as & panacea for the so-
cial unrest and unhappinesz of his time, ¥He saw that the
poor man without work wes unharpy, becsuse in his ecase lsack

of work meant doing without his daily bread. The rich man

and the aristoecrat without work were unharry because they had

nothing worth-while to take ur their sttention and were bored

in consequence. It was & still creater evil that the men of

neither class were fulfilling their life function. The roor

world's benefit. The idle rich and idle sristocracy were
worse, fcr they were not only failing to fulfill their func-
tion in the serious work of leasdership but they were unwilling
to do so. The podr man was &t leust willing to work if he

was allowed. Both classes were tasking from the world without
giving in retﬁrn, which condition is absolutely against the

b

laws of Heaven. The ideal remedy for such a stete of unhappy

, 1 "Inaugursl Address” Scottish &nd Other ¥iscellanies:
Everyman ed.. P. l48.

LYY
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idlenes=s, would be that every man should know whet his Qork ié
in life, end to do it according to Carlyle.l But, since men
is not able to know exactly whet his life work is in mo=t
cases, Carlyle says that the best thing to do ig to work at
whatever is immediately at hand, with &ll our intellectuel

and physicél energy,vin hopes that by =0 doing we shall see
more clearly into what shall be our ultimate life duty. 1 ‘%@
"Fhatsoever thy hand findeth to 8o, do it with 211 thy might.§ %fA
"Do the Duty which lies nearest thee,{which thou knowest to . 3 ?
be a Duty! Thy second Duty will already have become clearer " $
« « « Up, up! Whatsoever thy hend firndeth to do, do it with

thy whole might. Work while i1t is called Today: for the Tight

cometh, whefein noc man can work!"z This ie Cerlyle's chief %
doctrine in his‘bbspel of'work.u Ry doing the work thst is i
nearest to us to the best of our ability, our next step in
life will be mede clearer. If cach one, whether rich or poor,
does all his work in this spirit, the ricnh man will'not be

bored, and tre proor man will not suffer from want or be forced

to do withont work in consequence of the rich man’s idlenecs.

Society can only be reformed by a recognition of the in-

nate spiritual qualities which differentiate man from the H

beasts, and the sincerity of those recognized qualities must
‘be proved in practice by honest work on the rurt of esch in-

dividual whether rich or Toor. These two princirles are the

a

1 "Charpeteristics” Scottish and Other Miscellaries;
Everyman ed. 'p, 198,
2 1bid. p. 222.
3 Sartor Resartus; Everyman ed., 1921, Bk. ii, ech. ix,

P. 148.
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are the bases of Carlyle's suggestions for Soecial Reform.

Carlyle was more interested in the lives of the middle
class and of the peasants, than he was in those of the aris-
toeracy. The peasant class was the class with whiceh he was

femiliar,--the one from which he himself had sprung. e

~understood their wesknecses and their needs much more cleerly

than those of the higher classece, for he had lived amons them.
For this reasonvhe falled to understand the rosgitiorn of the
aristoeracy as well és that of hisz own cluze, nor was he =0
fair to them in his criticism of politicel snd social con-
ditions, His sjmpathies were with the workmen snd the roor.
The injustice which they met with from those in a hisher ste-
tion in life, and the miseries of their lot aroused his in-
dignetion to its highest riten. 1is whole rrogram of coecial
reform is formulated with & view to bettering the coniitions
of the lower classes, who, he believed, were the foundation
of the Empire. Becaugse of thi= inherited symrethy he wa
.almost entirely democratic in his social reform, snd certainly
quite radiecsl for his day.

It is now nececsary to look into thdse conditions lead-
ing up to Carlyle's Reform. Before 1756, Eneland was lersgely
an agricultural country with much the same sociasl conditions
es had existed in thé LAge of Elizabeth. The majority of the
people lived on the lend, as small farmers or us tenants on '
the farms of the larze landowners. They tilled their small
plots of ground and wove or sypun in their srare time. The

two occupaetions combined gave them their living., TNeither 418

»»»»»»
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the distribution of thelpopulation change; =ince the s&ﬁe |
families remained in one rlsce from generation to generation.
There was very little change in the comforts of 1life, or rro-

" gress in methods of indusiry or asriculture. 4ll spinning,
weaving, and industrial work was dore by hand in the homes of
the peasants. _

%®ith the invention of the flying shuttle bty ¥ay in 1733, ?gJ
and still more so with thaet of Hargreave's stinnine jenny g
(1764), of Arkwright's water-frame (1769), snd of Crompton’s
mule in 1779, the textile industry wes entirely revolution-
ized. James ¥att's invention of the steam engine in 1769

~enlarged the scope and speed of jroduction in all industry,
by making the use of power possible in=tead of hend labour as
formerly had been the caéE. Cotton, woollen, snd iron in- :fﬁf
dustries, were the most affected,

#ith the coming of thie Indu~trial Revolution in thre
latter half of the 18th Certury the conditions of the lives
of the workers were rreatly affected, nd the effects of the
chenge were becoming most appesrent in the first rart of the
19th Century, when Carlyle wss rising to the height of his

powers as an esuthor. The hand weavers were no loneer nble to

compete with the new power loomz, and, ©s a result of this -
‘change the peasants, who had formerly worked on their own
small farms, were now forced to give ur their homes, and to
migrate to the larger tovns for emrloyment in the new facto- ’
ries. The repeal of the Cottages Let in 1775, and the fcts

for Enclosure dufing the last half of the century, forced
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‘this migration from country to town =till further =o thnt hy
17350, the olass of yeoman fafmers end Indvetrizl rersarte who,
at the beginﬂing of the Century hsd formed one qQusrter of the
rural populaticn, hed disapreared from the country.

The output of the industries was loreely inereaced while
the prodﬁction of food =tuffs decres~ed, Turinsr the “or with
France between 1793 and 1815 there wars 2 lively demsnd for the
industrial outrut, except durings the reriod of Faroleor's
Continental Syztem. At the end of the Fs-cleonie Yar in 1815,
however, the market failed, end ¢ general siste of rost-war
depression existed, espgravated by the enaction of the Corn
Laws., Machine breaking and riote showed the discortént end
misery c¢f the people and the rovernmenrt 4id nothing to allevi-
.ate these conditionz. They believed in u volicy of lais-ez-
faire, by which the factory owners and landlords were sllowed
to fix wages and prices to suit their own convenience without
thinking of the welfare of the worker=. The rovernment bve-
lieved that these things would adjust themselvees in tire with-
out interference. They rreferred to institute a sy-tem of
Poor Lawes for the uhfortunate workmen, which, far from imvrrov-
ing conditions, only tended to degsrade those for whom 1t w=as
mede.

The faetory owvners were allowed to do ~= they ~le.red
with regard té such metters as warer cnd workmer'e livine
conditions, and consequently they became selfish, snd thourht
only of accumulation wealth. This is the fir-t of the ille

of England which Carlyle sttacked. Te meirtained thet the

.
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mill owners had lost their sense of humenity »nd wbrsﬁiﬁped
mzmmonism entirely. They stro#e for ~rester vroduetion snd
greater profits and digd not seeX to make sure of =& jﬁst dig-
tribution of their vroducts. This caused the evil of over-
produection, which is the =econg evil of tkhe industrisl world

to whieh Carlyle turns his attention. Moreover the industrial

emﬁlcyers gid not seek to look after the welfare of thelr em- -

Ployees in such a way thet the conditions of emnloyment micht

be mutually helpful. The workers were emnloyed from day to

day and their only recomrencse wege a smzll gcach waege., Nomadianm

and cash payment were the two evils which Carlyle zaw in the
employment system of his time. The lower clocres were work-
ing under greact injustices in these resrects :md this feeling
of injustice on their raurt was at the basis of =ll their dims-
content.l Carlyle saw that they were recarded ca so wany
beasts of burden ruther than human beings while the uri?tobrau
ey and government, who should ﬁave hzd trheir reorlets welfare
at heart did nothing to alleviate matters,but followed their
~own pleasure. Here, as always, Carlyle saw that what wrs
really necded wa~ the recognition of the sriritﬁal side of
humanity, and a reform of mankind in thrt ~ooreet in ell
classes, Justice and spiritual Jevelopmentare the basis of all
social and industrial reform. The Cartain of Indusiry must
turn from his mammonism and reslize his human res-onsibilities

for his fellows, and the workmen must cease to regard them-

1 "Cheartism™ Criticel and ¥iscellaneous Issays 1799,
vol., iv; collected works, vol. xxix, p. 144. -
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cselves &s beasts, and act torards their emrloyers es resron-
sitle men and honest workers. Until tris inner reclization
of resronsibility is somehow sccozplished ir e:=ch man, very
little of regl value cen ve dome in trectice. "The first
veginning of & remedy is that some cre believe & rermedy Tos-
sible; telieve that if he cennot live by truth, tren “e can
die by it, Dost thou believe it? Then is the mew era begun%"
Han must first realize his human resronsibilities and telieve
in the possibility of true reform, Lefcre crnithing of value
can be accomplished,

By way of practical reform, until such a state of idesl
conditions can be reached, Carlyle first sugreste that
through a proper orgeznizetion of lebour ouch msy be done in
the way of reform. The lack of such genuine reform wee
" showing itself rlainly in many ways, “rerliementory Radical-
ism, the clair of the Free Vorkinpngman to be raised to & level,
we may say, with the working Sleve; his anger snd cureless
discontent till t.at be done. Food, shelter, duve ruidonce,
in return for his lebour: ecendidly Chartism and =11 suceh
isns nean th&t."g Suer were the demsrds wnicn the Tnslish
working elass were raking in all their Six Toint Cherters eand
Riots which preceded the Rerpeal of the Corn Lews in 1548,
sccording to Carlyle, they vere the just demsnds, end true
need, of ev.ry working man; whether hidden urder the wording
of Six Foint Charters, or only spcken in sctions, << in riots

1 Froude - Life of Carlyle 1795-1835; 1882, vol.ii,r.Z206

2 "Chartism,” Critical and iscellansous Essays, 1799,
vol.lv; collected works, vol.xxix, pr.l86€,
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and "Manchester Insurrections.”

These needs in any age can only be Tilled through‘the
existence of “Captainé of Industry,” who will honestly see
- to the "food, shelter and due guidance™ of the worlking men.

- These Captains of Indusiry must be.men of the genuine criasto-~
eracy of talent which we have discusced bvefore. They must be

. Herces, just as Carlyle's Governors areito be Heroes, with

all the quelities of justice and mentel and spiritucl nobility
whieh every hero must PO8SEss.

Sueh industrial lecders are to orgsnize all the lsbour-
erg in the kingdom into Industrisl regimente to do the world's
work, There is room for everyone to work in the world,
Carlyle believed, especially when he saw the vast amount of .

land and stores of natural weslth which were lying unused.

All such resources have been given menkind that they wight
improve them and better themselves through its imrrovement. "f;:
For the purpose of so improving the land, 21l the l.bourers
must be organized by the Capteins of Industry; if not willing-
ly, then by force. The leaders nust not do this for their
own gain, but for the betierment of humanity, 2nd it is the
duty of the workmen to obey those leaders loyally snd without
question; remembering their lecders' superior wisdom. ZEspecl- ﬁ;f
ally is this true for the idle and the poor. In Carlyle's
opinion 1% is as much thelr own fault as it is that of their
employers that they f£ind themselves in difficult circum-
gtances, They must bestir themselves to honest work end
thrift when work is offered them under reasonable conditions,

or take the consequences. tge that will not work sccording
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to his faculty, let him sterve according to his foculty, let
him starve acqording to his necessity,“l But work under just
conditions arnd with due guidence, must be within his recch
before Carlyle would have us arply the above rule in the csse
of idleness and poverty. 4 just cnd honest leader, organiz-
ing all»the unemployed into industrial regimente, for compul-
sory work if nced be, is Carlyle's idea of the orgenizstion
of labour, Beyond this he did not go in deseribing his plﬁﬁ
for labour reform, except that such indvstriacl regiments
ahould be similar to military regiments but with a more in-

- teuse and more permenent interest in their work as members of
' their regiment ond of socicty. They should be justly rules,
and xept faithfully to their work. ‘

He e2lso believed it’fo be the Government's duty to
enforce such an organizetion in the industrial world. He
recognized the change of conditions whieh the Industrial
Revolution had brought about; that the rlace of imrortance
in the nation's population had shifted from the aristocracy
to the 1ndustr1al.claséeé, end thet in future, the rmeintenance
of & happy reletion betlween labour and employers would be the
chief problem for the government. In this comnection Carlyle
says "%hat Government con do7 This that they eall '"Crganiz-
ing of Lebour' iz, 1f well understood, the Protlem of the
whole Future, f+r all who will in future pretend to #overn

R . »
men." - Goverament then, must interfere if the mill owners or

1 "Chartiqﬁ" Critical and ¥iscellaneous ﬁssays 1899,
vol,., iv; collected works, vol., xxix, p. 152
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nen," Governuent then, must interfere if the mill ocwners or.

suprosed industrial capteins will not cesmse rursving their
ownn ends to the execlusion of all others. Covernment nust

’ 2
Tind the true Industirisl Capteins and must see that they are

2

taught by "noble example" and "nolle grecept.” 43 to the
question of how he is %o be found, Carlyle, =8 ususl, leaves
-us without & definite answer. Tesching and eduvcction ~~ain
| are the only method at which he hintc. These industrisl
captains are to be the link vetween government gcovernnent
authority and labour under the ncw conditiouns. The paurers
and unemployed ere to Le enrolled in Stete industricl vegi-
mentg; and under Jjust cerpteins and counditions, ave to bLe
Torced to work, The unjust private capitelist would then be
forced to provide just conditioms Tor his workmen im order to
keep them from joining the State regiments. Carlyle, in 80
cdvoeating Goverament Lebour Organization points the wey to
Government Ownership and Lebour eumoloyment such s iz now the
custom in come perts of our EZmypire, esgpecially in Tew Zealand.
Last of 131l, if the Goverament 1z not able to orrenize
" labour on & new basis 1t must at least lorislste to improve
actual factory conditions as Carlyle gew thew in his time.
Sanitery Regulatione should b enforceed to make wrolesone
C1living conmlitions possible for those whe v work. In rartile-
,
1 Past and Precent; Everyman ed., 1915, Bk, iv, ch. iii,
. P. 248, ,
' 2 Latter Day Pemphlets, 1898; collected worke, vol. xx,
leet. i, p. 44.

3 ?est and Present; Tverymen el., 1915, Bk, iii, ch. xii,
pl 301. .
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vlar he saye, "The Legislature, even as it now isa, counld order
all dingy Yanufacturing Towns to ceacé from their secot and
darkne=sa, to let in the blesse sunlight, the biue of TTeaven,
and become clezr ond clean, fo burn their cosl smoke, nsnmely,
and meke flame of it. Tathe, free sir, = wholesome temrero-
ture, ceillings twenty feei hish, nisht be ordained, by rfet of
Parliament, in ell ecteblishments 1ieonéed ag Mille." These,
with an immedicte aurogaf on of the Corn Lawe, were whot he
recommended for immediate incorrvoration as lows. Some of
these industrial problems, such oo the zmoke nutimance, are
‘still undgr disgcuscsicn at the present time. The otrere for
the most rart have been changed sccordings to Corlyle's sug- !
gestions. |

Text to Covernment suvrervigion in industricl mottere,
Carlyls recommends yermanegcé in emrloyment, and ¢ friendly
relation between workmern snd thelr enmployerc. e armes
Justly thet a workman cannot render his best servicee when his
interecsts are not more or less rermanently 211ied with those
with those of his empleyer. Day labour and suveh forwmes of
employment tend 4o ingcrecse inefficicncy and thrif Ftle~mmers
azong the employces, since they live only day by dey, from
hand to mouth, with no settled rroanecet bvefore theom. "Manny
is he who has found a masgter;-~and now, forther I will eny,
having found, let him well keep him, In o1l humen releti

@

permanency i¢ whot I advocate; nomadism, continual change, le

1 Paet and Present; Fyveryman e4., 1915, Rk, iv, ch. 1ii,
pp' ‘«4‘34 50
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1
what I perceive to be »rohivitory of any eood whatacever.”

lomaedicm is agqinst the intercsts of Vot the weriman, :nd
the employer. Ieither should money w: wes Torm tre orly rela-
tionship between employer and eurvloyes. uet oney vtoiment
for a felr day'ec work there certiiuinly must be, in order that
o man may live, but Carlyle does not think that thic can form
a satisfactory permencnt tond. There wust be Jjustice and a
friendly feeling for the labourcr on the part of tle e¢:imloy-
er, and loyalty with an intere=zt in the cmployer'sz inlurtrr,
on the part of the vworkman. These ure the only conditions
undcr which the workman will be harvy and do his bvert, and
under ﬁhich the employer will derive truc hsy iness wnd rros-
perity; for, Carlyle would zay, men are not noehines tut
human beings who reccive inspiretion for their work fronm
their relationships with one enother as mueh 18 by natericl
conforts., "Your gdallent baitle-hosts «nd work-hotts ¢ the
others did, will need to be made loyully yours; they nmuct end
will be regulated, methodically secured in tlheilr just shearc
of conguest under you,--joined with you in veritoble bLrotrer-
hood, sonhood, by quitczpther and deepey tice than those of
temporary day's woges,”

Finelly he sugrects in comnection with this theory of
pernanence, thoit there should be coorer tive owmeraul le-
tween men and employers, e suggection wiich we now believe to

EJ

1 "The Nigrer Question” Critiecl wnd Tiscellocnecue Tazays
1899, vol, iv; collected wor¥»e, vol xxix, p. 3€7.

2 Past and Present; Lverymen: ed., 13915, ITk. iv, cn. iv,
T. 263,
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be quite modern, and the velue of which he nnt ret “een fully
sroved. Ile seys of this doctrinz, "Thether, 1r nore vlterior,

perhaps sone not for-diztont otete of

o+

e "Chivelry of
Labtour' your Mouter-worker may rneot Tind 1t ~on~ille -3 need-
ful, to grant Lis vworkers perminent intero-4 in bis antor.
prise and theirs? So that it lLccomn in pro2ti~c) reosmlt
e o » 2 joint crterrrise; all mer, fraom the Chiasf Yo~tcr Aown
to the lovest Overscer and Orerctive, ceonoric-)ly or well unm
loyelly conccrned for it.“l Tris wonld %he for Sarlrle, the
conzummation of the right relotionshi+ in the Indu~tiricl
world, since 1t would include not only the nriritu~l relation-
ship but the practizal relationshir re well, Comrulsory
Organization of Lobhour, vnder TNero Crrtoine -nd under Govern-
ment Control in Carlyle's ;lan of reform in Indu-tricl
soclety. Termanence, jusi projment, =nd coorer tive ovmeor-
ship are the meuns by which inﬂiviéual rel-tion~ ~re to be
bettered. Carlyle not only touches the muln rrocticnl -rob-
lems which foced the inductricl world of hir dar, bui he -lso
brings in the philesorhicel ¢nd humanitaorion c-reete of the
gituation, thus striving to give industricl scelety o sound
basis. Tarmornious ccoperction wnong the workers of the
nction will ~ive untold strength to the notien, while dlssen-
sion will only sproud weelresc, "Trentr nen wunite” in love
can acconplish muekh thet to two theveryd fsmolited zern were

[2)

L, s

impossible.”

Past and Pyese h‘('; &»—y—-« d.,z Py,

1l B$4.,, Biz.lv, ch.iii, p.27Y.
2 Froude - Life of Carlvle 1795-1835; 1882, vol.ii, r.B2
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Cerlyle ranks the lend situstion se heving equa14impor-
tance with the industrial problems of his dcy. Te recosnized
that the land, comnected as it was with food rrodnetion and
agrieultural pursuits,; was the foundation of society. 'ithout
the possession of land, and the production, throush it, of
food, the notion could not exist. ILand is the grootest gift
of God to mankind. | o
Important chanses had been wrought in the lr-nd situstion,
previcus to and contemporary with Carlyle. L ham been seen
before, the Industrial Rewvolution hed grestly affected the
agricultural population of Fnglsnd, by driving to the city
the peasants who esrned their living partly by we-ving and

spinning and pertly by egriculiurel pursuits, Secondly the

Acts of Enclosure et the end of the 18th Century by which

common lands, and holdinge without officisl deed, were en-
closed by the largq land -ovmers, forced out most of the

yeoman farmers which formed a'large nort of the Enslish rural
peopls. In Irelsnd, especially, the lond situction weas unen-
duravle. There the tenant was &t the mefcy of hia londlord
under o short lcage system. Moreover, in neither contry were
the lardlords making the best use of the lend thus scquired.
The oﬁners of estites were often absent, zrd left the lend in
the care of overzeers, These freouently chested and nersecu-
teﬁ the fenants for their ovn rrofit, or elss nerslected the
lands entirely. Zsgein, this etotement wee emneeinlly aprli.
cable to Ireland. Famine in Ireland and the Corn Laws in
England so reduced the food supply for the voor in both

countries 4tnat the people were on the point or rebellion at
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timeg. Even after the Repeal of the Corn Iaws in 1848 con-
ditions remeined much the seme, for the lond guection in
Ireland was not remedied until 1870. |

Carlyle saw the asricuvliural vorulation crowding to the
~industrial centres which were slresdy overvcrowded. Tle sow
them unemployed and in diré miéery while those who clung to
the land were in an equally bad rlight, 4t the same ti&e the
titled aristocracy, who were in most cases the rossesasors of
the land, seemed entirely without a sense of resnonsibility
either for thelr remaining tenants or for the rovernment of
the masses of industrial workerz whom they hzd forced into
the cities. He attacks this condition ditterly; »ouring out

his wrath on the idle aristocrscy and dilettante zovernors

who will not accept their resronsibilities,
In the first plescea, land is the gift of God to man,

Carlyle says, It pelongs first and foremost to its Msker and

not to thé aristocrecy as they seem to belleve. éecondly.
| man cennot meke lend, he can only improve it. Hence, the
right to possession of the land should go to those who cen
best improve it. TFor example, Cerlyle says that the rights
of property to the ¥est Indies go to him “#hc can best educe
from them whatever of noble produce they were crented fit for
yielding. He, I compute, is the real Viecerezent of the
ﬁéker."l The owner of land must never forset thet he is only
the "Viceregent™ of that land end not the absolute ovner who ®
}'is, rather, God its ¥eker. Here a5 always Corlyle seeks to

1 Pact and Present; Everyman-ed., 1915, Bk.iii, ch.viii,
r.1l69,
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impress upon men the cever precent influence of God in the
life ond asfulirs of men.

it the rane time, hie Yelleves in the szered mizsion of
tane crlolocricy of Snplend or the true relars of the 109,
Like his herocs, tiwe criztocr.cy of the l-nd nust come into
being "by the Grace of Godt They c.nnot be mufe, or thrust
into that

ol sige w1t the pmaaeioticy Lurt oy wil) ful-

1
£

£11) thelr trust projerly. "You cannot uire neint to ~ovarn

4

3y A nizeion not contructed for in the

.

e

Lend;" he scys, "it is
Stoek-Exchenge, dut felt 1 their own hearts =r conin-~ ot of
Heaven, thet nmen can gevern o Land.e The zic=ion of & Lend

Lristocracy ic a cacred onc, in botl t e zen=ocs of thet old

word,” Therefore, sincc tle oot 1s cueh - srered ore, Car-
lyle recascns Jjuctly thet they stiould telze iv in «ll nerious-
ness, and fulfill its functions to +h:e Loct of their #bility.
They =zunt net, «o he saw them & lerve 1 e country to a

poliey of lelisen~falre whille tuery soumnt their oun nle rure

in idlenes:. Toelrs lo the oot of reo onoitility and death
if need be. Tuecy, .9 thic owners 27 the lund, ghould e the
Governors of t.e country. They weve re.:ninins idle, while
their work in recalliy is the pre.test wnd tont difficult of
any in the country. Cerlyrle =ttaciccd tueir ddlencsnes cnd use-
leconess very bliiterly, especiclly when be zuv the aisery of
the Irish peesant, coused luyely by thelr luciz of dlligence

in attending to thelr duties, botrn in Covernuent wnd un

1 Pust and lresent; Ivevymen ed., 12105, E. iv, cn. 1.
po 256-
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owvners of the land. For, he snnouncas in onc of his.tiraﬁes
gcainct thie elase, "I gay, yov 21d not male the Lend of Ine-
land; end, bty the rossession of 1it, yov zre tound to furnish
guidance ené governesnce to Engl-ndl . . . True ~overnnent and
guldance; not no-government ané Leissez-fzire: how mueh leos
misgovernment and Corn Law.” This for him 1o the function
of the Aristocracy of the land, bnt, iﬁ he same woy os in
his program of roliticel reform, he does rot cive any Acfinite
suggestion whereby the existinzg condition of thinrs mey he
remedied, Hiz chief rurmose, iﬁ criticicin~ the idlenebs'of
the eristoeracy of England azt that tirme, wis to roint out
their uselecssness, and to try fo arousge them to & sense of
their responsibilities. ¥hat recally harmened woe that, as the
result of Carlyvle's preachings ond thot of others of tre name
opinion, the peorle of Fnrland rsradually foreed the aristo-
eracy out of their central rosition in rovernment rerlroeine
them by porularly eclected members, and at the =sane time fore-
ing a reform of the ehief land evils., 2 reform of the land
question wes brourht abount, ar~ain not in the wry Crrlyle
sought to have it. ‘'that Carlyle really wished to =ee, how-
ever, ﬁas the land in ﬁosses:ion'of thore who would mee tre

greatect use of it, ard this was sceomplished.

lad

¥any of Carlyle's sugeested reforms in industricl end

i

[N

lebour matters have become foet. g inflrence, howevar, woeo

general rather thon »ractical in the brin-zing zbout of thewe

1 Pagt and Present; Everymrn ed., 1917, Bk, iii, ch, viii,
P. 170, _
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reforms. "¢ cannot troce the origin of eny af—ews of thenm
directly to him, nor szy that his writiness foreaed their con-
sumgation either =zt the time he wrote or leler

aceorrlishment in this resroct sesme to Le that he nointed out

L

clearly in his pungent and strikXine moerner, the evils of the
time and offered usefuvl sugsrestionc whieh more ~rocticnl re-
formers took ur andéd nade actunlitics., His influence wes to
foree others to act in matters of rcforn, rather then fo act
directly for himgelf. He is the prorhet of meny reforas whieh
were to come rather than their actuel formulator. The chief
‘reforms whose advent he ~roxhesied are coornerative owmership
of factories, &s ieg new practiced to & certzin extent both in
England and Americs: improved conditions for workmen under
governrent surervicion; more rermancnt emrloyment; &nd a cer-
tain amount of'reorganization of lond ovneorshir. Trom the
beginning of the Fectory Legislations for Child Lebour in
1823 until the zresent time, conditions of living unld lusbour
have been steadily inmproving under government surervision nnd

f tha vrorkoen

}-ia

legicletion. Tnployment ic now more lermanent

give satisfaction, thoush day lebour is «till common, The

problem of land owmnership has worked itrcelf out to & zatis-
factory ending by degress in Dngland and Irelond; the Ivish

preduelly to reguive thelir own

)

tenant foermers beinz perr

|
[‘Jb
[ o
*
o
- (=

farms under the Lanrd Acts of 1270; 1991; &nd 190Z2. On the
whole Carlylc, by his sympathy with the lower clasces, and
stern denunciation of the socizl injustice of the time, 4id
much to bring the people of Enzlond to & rzelization of the

necessity of social and industrisl reform,




~Besides the larger ficld of reform in Industry and TLend
ownership, Cariyle wos attracted to three rarticular roints
which he felt must be chanced in the sdcial structure of his
country namely, Prison Reform, Slavery, sznd Emigration. The
chief of these three is his denunciation of Prison conditions
end the existing Poor,Laws. Previous to 1200 the prisons had
been dismal, unheelthy piaceé, into which men were cast for
the slightest offences. Conditiors of living in these insti-
tutions were extremely bad, and on the whole causes for im-
pPrisonment were unjust and the punishment too severe. In the
latter half of the 18th Century, however, John Towerd began
agitating for prison reform as, for examnle, in hies tract on
prison conditions of the lote 18th Century. This work of
attempted reform was carried on still further in the early
part of the 19th Century by Elizabeth Fry. These vhilanthrop-
ists and prison reformers appzrently vroduced very little
immediate result, but by 1835 the evils of guch institutions
had become so flagrant, that the suggestions of Howard cnd
¥rs, Fry were at last heeded, end rrison refofm wase cohmenced,
Xodel prisons were built in which kindness and instruction
were tried as methods of reforming the prisomers rather than
the cruelty and neglect of former'times. Porular sentiment
now went to the opposite extreme in sdvocating lenient punish-
' ment and sympathy for all eriminals no metter what might be °
f their nature or the seriousness of their crime; whereas for-

merly the public had insisted on the severest runishment for

all offences. This sentimenteal attitude on the part of the
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'public towards misfortune end crime wam also carried into
matters of charity which the govermment took ur as a means of
relieving pavérty in industrial centres. In the latter case
they preferred to suprort work houses snd roor houses rather
- than exert themselves in bringing about just conditions of
labour, |

It was this excess,of philanthropj in matters of »rison
punishment and in charity, that revolted Carlyle's ctern
Justice-loving soul. ‘It was not that he wished to see the
squalor and harshness of the old prieons'?emain; for thigs was
gruel, and contrary to eonditions of healthy human.iife; but
he 414 wish to see justice done. The sccented purpose of 5 |
Punishment as embodied in the existence of rrisons, waz to | -
protect the property of society, and sccilety itself, from the
depradations of its unruly members. This wae the cnief pur-
bose accepted prior t$ the 19th Century. Secondly runishment
was to improve and reform the criminal but this wse quite &
secondary purpose during most of England's rrisom hietory.
That it should prevent the criminel from repeating his offence
was the first consideration while little thousht wss taken as
to how this wus to be accomplished., In the 19th Century,
however, the emphasis was shifted from the first purpose to
the secénd in popular ovpinion. 1e chief end of npunishment
was now to improve the criminsl; end the means by which this
" was to be done was not just punishment according to the merit;
of the crime, but so eslled sympathetie trestment illustreted
by comparative iuxury in livins snd moral instruetion. Faith

in the last ﬁamed methods wae increaced because the belief in
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the psyohological and biologicel causes of crime was begimming
to take firm hold on the people. Tence they helieved thot
the eriminal could best be cured by kindnes~ and educetion
rather than by sctual punishment. |

It Is to this latter belicf that Carlyle objeccted. He
- maintained that this method in prison reform tended by its
luxury to Incerease criminals, and not to cure them for cerim-
insls would now remain criminels in order that they might be
put in prison. The comforts and comperatively easy life of
the prison, as compared to the strife of honecst 1ife in the
world, would induce laziness end erime. Carlyle d4id not bve-
“‘lieve that a criminal could be cured of his oriminal tenden-
:;ies. ¥hat he was, was under tﬁe decree of God snd could not
be changed by men, and if that men in his weakmess chose to
serve the Devil, tzaching and kindness in prisons could not
change his nature,’ Such efforts wére a waste of energy whieh
should have boen bestowed on those who ﬁad no@ sunk quite so
low. "To feed you in palacesg, to hire cartains and school-
mesiers and the choicest spiritusl snd meterisl crtificers to
expend their industries on you--No by the Eternal! I have
gquite other work for that clase of artists; Se#en and Twenty
¥illions of neglected mortals who have not yet quite declared
for the Devil."l says Carlyle of the new efforts st improving
eriminals., |

Carlyle believed that Cod's law is entirely aseinst 511

' 1 Latter Day Pamphlets, 1898; collected works, vol. xx,
lect.ii, p. 59.
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eriminals, To.beéome 2 eriminel one must heve broken come of
the divine commandments which it is our creeial duty to rer-
ceive and foliow in this iife. Hence, in the name of justice
whieh is one of God's atfiibutes; severe rnrunishment must be
meted out to the wrongdoer, Justice and ndt love, should be
' the method in treating such men. "To guide scoundrols by
flove'; thet is o false woof. I teke it, a method that will
not hold together, hardly for the flower of men will love
alone do;‘ﬁnd for the sediment, what chance!"l And srein he
states, "I taks the libverty of scserting thst there is one
valid‘reason, «nd only one, for either runishine a nman or
- rewsrding him in this world; one reason,rwhich engient ety
could well define: That you may do the willnof Cod with
regard to him; that you do justice to him."c Justice and the
will of Cod mccordins to the stern meening given in the 014
Testament were to' be the basis of punishment sccordine to
Carlyle., He did not take the Christiaon sttitude which teaches
love and pity to the wrongdoer, nor did he sccert newer medi-
cal and psychdlogical discoverics whieh show that throush
inherited tendencies or stress of special circumstencen, the
eriminsl is not responsible for his actions, cnd becaure of
this should be given another chance. Carlyle, on this roint,
was a stern Calvinist of thé 0old school, who neakee ro allow-

ances fTor the weskness of human nciure.

. 1 Latter Day Pampﬁlets, 1898; collected works, vol. xx,
lect. 11, p. 56.
2 1ivida. p. 75.
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"%hat Carlyle beliéved to be true ﬁrisnn reform wes that
all eriminals shovld be taken out of prisons znd seot to work
under ctern and Just eaprtains of industry in sone »lace where
work needs to be done. Ais con?itions were then, the »rison-
ers were kept in idleness or at some task whiceh did not bene-
it society to any great extent. This wes directly ovposed
to the ideas expressed in the Gosrel of Work, in which evefy
man mast make the best possible use of his trlents in wid of
mankind. Criminsls should be sergrcted from the rest of man-
king so that they will not harm or corntaminate them, but they
should not be kept in idleness. They must do their share of
the world's work, and since they will not do it willingly,
they must be forced to do it. Carlyle suggested that they
should be sent to some of the colonies and there under stern
' diseipline, be set to cléar end improve the 1&nﬁs.' Idlenens
and coddlingyaré the lest conditions in prisons which will
lessen crime, or improve the criminal. He ssaye to such men
that he "will sweep you rapidly into some Forfolk Island,
into some special Conviet Colony, . . . under hard drill ser-
geants, just as Rhadamanthus . . . there leave you to rea?
whzt you have sown.“l This statement roints to a similer
institution to that which gave rise to the convict colonies o
of the 18th and early 19th Centuries; Criminels now ure usu-
ally regerded as the unfortunates of society. Carlyle main-

.

tained that ofvtheir ovn will they had fallen from erace; and

1 Latter Day Pamphlets, 1898; collected works, vol. XX,
lect. i1, p. 959.
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as such, they must be forced to tcke their runishment snd
bear their chare of the world's burden.

Poor houées, work houses, and such institution=s, he be-
lleved likewise to heve no good effect. They too only wesi-
kened the manhood of the uhemployed and destitute which th-yr
were supposed to benefit. Those helped by them derended unon
such help instead of making the most of their own resources.
The mointensnce of justice in labour conditions comes bvefore
eharity. Then 1f the worker will not make sufficient effort
to maintain himsel? when working conditionsz are fovorable, he
should be left "to starve-aecoraing'to his necessity.” Car-
lyle believed firmly in the old rroverb which ecys "Heaven

helps those who help themselves." Charities and rhilonthrorie
.‘aoeieties were to him hindrances to the welfare of the working
man, as were the manmonism and selfishnese of the mill owners.

The question’ of the benefits derived from churity 1s
still uvnder discussion. In Carlyle's time, end indeed un to
very recént years, it was much believed in though there were
always the two opposing sides, for and srainst the mainten-
ance of charity. Carlyle spoke for the minority of his dey.
Lt the present time, however, there is e tendency to return
to the ideas which he preached, especislly that of severe
punishment for crime. Capital punishment, hard labour, and,
gtill more recently, corporal punishment such cs the lasn,
are in effect in British territory. On the other hend sci- :
ence has proved that certain men are not resronsible for
their oriminal tendencies and therefore mﬁst be regarded &s

objects of pity, who are to be cared for rather than punished.
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The actual benefits of charity for the unemployed f.s,still

undecided, but it is safe to sey thet Carlyle's insistent
suggestion for Jjust ladbour conditions =8 a cure for the need

of cherity is absolutely just.

Ainother question clocely associated with socisl reforn.
which Carlyle deals with, is slavery. Ur to 1807 slevery wes
in proctice in all the British Colonies, and the slave traffic
wés e general source of income. In that year, however, the
slave traffic was sbolished, gnd in 1833 slavery in any form
was dcneiaway with throughout the British dominions. The
colonies most sffected were ¥euritius, Cape Colony, the Vest
Indies and Guiana. In Jemaica of the West Indies particularly
the emencipation of slaves brought social disturbances. In
1865 a Hegro insurrection broke out. Governor Eyre rut this
down with such rigor that he was recslled for unjustifiable
eruelty, and indicted by the government. Carlyle went into
his defense whole heartedly, and his influence in a gresat
measure brouzght about the Governor's release., Some years
before this, however, when slave emancipstion wis beginning
to take full effect In 1849, he stated most of his theories

concerning slavery in the pamrblet, The Nigger Question. The

immedisate occasion for this outburst on Carlyle's uart, was
the foet that he saw thousands of Irish peasante and English
industrial workers starving and unsble to £ind employment,
while the negroes of the West Indies, then emancipated, lived
on the rich lends there without producing scecording to their

strength. They were no longer compelled to worl, and hence
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they mercly lived their own suvare life, working am little =g
possible. The sight of the misery end roverty of his own
countrymen touched. Carlyle very dcerly so that he was moved
to write on their behalf arainst the existine conditions in
the Indies. In the Governor Eyre cuse, he simrly octed uvon
his convictions, 7

His theories upoﬁ the subjéct of slavery are connected
closely with his general social theories. First, as har been
mentioned before, he believed th -t all men are not born equal.
Some are born the inferiors of others, and hence should be in
subjection to the others. The Regro rece he believed le-
longsed to the latter clas-, JCecondly, according to the Cos-
rel of Work every man must work in this worlé cccording to
his talents. Likewise the land ghould belong to those who
make the best use of 1i, in this case to the Dritish who had
improved the Vesot Indies. " Pherefore he arsued, that since
the FKegroec hed not developed the West Indies, and were not
working ccecording to their ability, they shouvld be forced to
do so by the rightful owners of the l&nd.l If the Yorro will
not work 1n'the proper fashion when @mencipsted, he should te
forced to do so as a slave. In fact Curlyle ruther favored
the slave relationship since it involves & rermonent con-
tract, one of the important roints in his theory cof success-
ful labour relationsnhips. What he did insist uron emphati-

eally in all deelin~s with the Yesroes was ju~tlce. ‘hether

1 "The Higger Question”, Critiesl ond Yiccellancous
Essays. 1899, vol. iv, collected works, vol. xxix, p. 358,
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slave or free, thelr white overlords must te just to then.
The condition most needed was "thaet your relstion to the Ve~
gfoes, in this thing celled slavery . . . be actuaslly fair,
just and according to factes;--fair, I say, not in the gisht

of New Englend Pletforms, but of God Almishty, the Msker of
1

both Negroes and you," and a little before thig,"Unjuct mas-

ter over servant hired for life is, once for all, end shall
be, unendurcble to human souls. To cut the tie and 'fling
Farmer Hodge's horses quite loose' uron supply and demend
erineiple . . . is not the method! Dut by some method, by
hundred fold restrictions, resromsivilities, lawe, conditions,
cunn%ng methods, Hodge must be got to treat his horses just-

1y." So, whether ac slave or freemen, a harry relationshipn

will be evolved between master and workm'n, so long &2 justice

is meintained. PFurthermore, he suggested thot, instead of
indiseriminste emancipsetion of slaves, there shouvld be & cer-
tain fixed price for freedom. Thus "For exemrle ought there
not to be in every Slave State, a fixed sunm, on peying which,
any black nen was entitled to demand his freedom? . . . If
the poor Blecek can, by forethought, industry, self-deniel,
accumulete this sun, has he not proved the ectual 'freedom’
b

of his soul?"u Sueh & money value would be the rledrse of the
Negro's qualifications to become a free nan. Justice on the

part of the master, snd talent as tbo:cwiterion of =mocivl

1 "The Rigger Question”, Critical and Miscellanegus
Essays 1899, vol. iv; collected works, vol. xxix, 7. 37l.

2 ivid. p. 370.

3 ivia. p. 372.
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stending is here-as always the basis of Corlyle's zﬁcia
formulas,

¥hat Carlyle did not see is that.zlavcry is a degrading
condition.féf‘any human being., He geys "You nmey 1ift tﬁg
pressure from a free men's shoulders and bid him go rejoic-
ing, but 1ift the slave's burden, he will only wellow the
more composedly in his sloth,--a nation of degraded mén caﬁ—
not be raised up except by what we rishtly neme o miracle.”l
By this he implied that the slave is permomnently o slove,
Just because he is such. History end exwerience, however,
teech us thet the practice of slevery in nations of the an-
elent world always brought degradation to their civilization
in the end. Slavery kills a man's sense of independence and
initiative, £ slave is not like a criminsl who often delib-
erately debages himself, and becomes e dangerous vagsebond.
The slave usually loseg hig freedom tecause of external con-
ditions beyond his control; as when he is forced by tyrenny
and hard circumstances to submit to & master in guch a way as
to entaill the loas of his freedom. The Fesro was not s slove

connider hin rer-
in his owrr land and Carlyle haé no right to

manently inferior, as certain eriminal clecces and idlers of
his own people certainly were. Mo muticr vow long end tedi-
'ous the procesz of re-educating the slive to the astatus of &
freeman, it is not such a miracle as Carlyle would hove us

believe, and the effort 1ls slways worth while. Carlyle, wh@

3 fiao ; s Essaye
1 "Corn Law Rhymes", Critical «nd Ligcellaneouh TgsAay
1899, vol, iii, collected works, vol. xxviii, p. 159.
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iz usually correct in his fundenentel princirlor, rn of jus-
tice, tnd the worth of zvility, herc made “te rint 0o of
confusing the eriminal with the sl:ive. e aid »eot soec tho
poscibility which has becn reclized in our tine, wherein the

Negroes have been moderately eduented to teoke their r~lcee in

white civilization as free nmen,

The remaining point of sreecial interest which Carlyle
deals with 15 Emigration az a means to relieve the conrested
Y
labour conditions of the British Isles, TUr to the tine of
Cerlyle'’s writing, enmigretion had been ecarried on in a vory
haphazord fashion. There was no system of emirration, since
the povernment pated‘very little attention to this der rinent
of their Qdministration.f Whet emigration thevre wos. wor cor-
ried on through privete meens or simrly as the individusl
felt the necessity of removing hismcclf to = rewer countryr.
The land enclozures of the esrly part of the Century cnd the
famines in Ireland caused a great deal of emisr:tion to the
various dominions, but there wus 1o assistance siven froo
thelr home land to these humdle erigrantrs.,

Carlyle was an srdent imperialist who wiched Intencely
to gee Creat Pritein a mighty Dnpire under the dominction of
the inglo-Saxon race. Te saw that In~lond, Irelend, cid
Scotland vere belng crowded with an ever increacine -orula-
tion for whom there was neither cnployment nor food within
the limits of the British Islcs. This rorulestion, “or the
most part,consisted of men who weré villin~ to work e¢nd anxi-

ous to support themselves. Outside, in the colonies snd the
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néw‘lands of the Empire, fhore wes an abundance of rich un-
tilled lend as well ag greet resources of wenlth and comfori
Tor mankind. It wes his dearesct scheme that the excess TOTU-
lation of the British Isles, who were at that tire living in
squalor and at the »oint of storvation, chould be zent out to
the colonics to incrcqse‘the necessery comforte of life, both
for themselves and cthers by their willins lebours in o land
where there wos secope for their setivities. Sueh émigration
was to be under the resuletion of the Government ond with
properly organized labour conditions. "Then azain, why should
there not be an 'Emigration Serviee', and Seeretary, with
adjuets, with funds, forces,idle Havy shirm, and ever in-

ersasing apparatus; in fine ar effective syctem of Emigration;

so that et length bvefore our twenty years of res-ite ended,

every honest wililling Workman who found England too strait and

- the '"Orrsanizetion’ of Lebour' not yet eufficiently advenced,

might find lidewise a bridge built to carry hinm into new
¥estern Lande, there to Yorganise' with more elbow reoom some
labour for himself?"l The suscestion thet organizeation of
lobour should be carried out slons with emigrotion is implied
rather than directly steted, tnt Corlyle would eertainly have
such & movement earried on under sble lezders wno would be

rosponsible captoins of the emigrant workers. A~ hae been

pointed out in the previous chnpter, sll idle wosr shirve and

e

'government apparatus of that Xind was to aid in emigration

1 Pagt and Present; Everyman ed., 1915 rerrint, Bk. iv,
eh. iii, p. 256.




94

when not engeged in their own speci-l work. Emigration is the
safety valve, in Carlyle's ovpinion, for over r»orulation by
which every willing workman may find worthy emnloyment: and
which at the same time, would zllow confortable soecial con-
ditiﬁns to be meintained both in the home land and in the lond

to which the enigrant goes.

In Carlyle's scheme of TJocial reform there ore nmeny sug-
gestions for refornm whiech have been aceerted and »ut into
practice. His influence is not always direetly tracesble in
the accomplishment of the reform, as I hove said before; but
by his biting riducule of the evile of his day and his sound
principles gs. to the bacis of social life, he 4id muenh to
point the way to the necessary reforme., ¥e haed a profound
sympaethy for the workinz clocces tecause of his rerentasge
among such people. He saw their needs, end st the came time
realized their wesknesses. |

The Industriel Revolution had given rise to conditions
absolutely unprecedented ir tre economic hirtory of the world.
¥en were sirivings to find solutions to the nroblems involved
in these conditions; and in the early stages many errors were
committed by the political and socilal economiste, Carlyle
among these, however, often cives suggestions which subsequent
events have proved to point towards true reform., His sug-
gection of Organised Labour especlally seens to be the fore- .
runner of much of our modern lebour movement. It is true
that the prezent labour organization is still clwost entirely

a combinstion of the workers arsinst the mill owners and chief




employers, while in Carlyle's plan it was to be & friendly
partnership between ovners and emrloyers on the one hand, an&
the workmen on the other. Still workmen, as row orgonized in
Labour Unions, dc recognize their leaﬁérg, muelr g8 Carlyle wi
wilshed them to recognize his "Capteinsg of Industry.” At
least the checs and injustice of the early part of the 19th
Century has been repleced by a gertain necsure of understend-
ing and cooperation bhetween labourer end cmployer. Coorera-
tive ownership, as it is now beins setisfectorily corried on
in many}plaeeg, comes much necrer to Corlyle's idecl of in-
dustrisl lsbour relationshipsz. IEmigration too, hzs come to
be carried on very much along the orcanigzed lines as sugeest-
ed by Carlyle. Emigration is now an important densriment of
government, which carriec on its work‘very systemetically,
with a view to the sreatest benefite both to the enmisrants o
and the land to whiech they sre going, His criticism of cha?-
ity, Poor Lawe, end work houses also scem toc be Just, from
evidence found at pregsent. Certainly the Ciscontent ceused
in the British Isles by the dole system since the Great War
geems to point out that all cueh systems of charity end noor
relief brinc only misery, discontent, erd degrecdation tc
those who are supposed to be benefitted by then. The only
‘pPossible remedy as yet scem is that which Cerlyle susgzested
in which relief comes through & better orgenizstion of la-
bour, with better moral princirles as the basis of the in-
dividualts 1ife. These are the most important roints in
which Cerlyle's prectical suggections have proved themmselves

correct,
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There are, of course, ccrtuin of his theéries whieh have
been zhown to Ve absolutely improcticable. TFor examnle, he
did not thoroughly understand the aristoecrcey and wounld

. sweep that cless out of existence because of its scrrarent
idleness. It wes true that the menbers of the aristocracy
had ceased to perform their funetion ac actual govornors who
were representative of the country; but Carlﬁle did not real-
ize that evenr though they §1id not govern the country, they

" were necessary to rergetuate the culture and more refined
life of the nation. Furthermore, the nroblems of lsnd cwner-
ship and of the place and yower of the sristocrsey in covern-

LFx;ent readjusted themselves through tire to the new conditions
of the age, because of their vital imroritasnce in the well-
being of the people. They were not solved, however, by the
aristoceracy becoming the autocrutic rulers of the country
which is the remedy thet Carlyle would have ue eccert, In
hic treatment of clevery he &lso missed the furndanentel rrin-

ciple of the degreding inflvence of thet institution on any

hin =lang for mrison reform have

nation or any people, and

likewise proved themcelves to be not entirely setiefoctory.
The’theory, hat just punishmént, even thoush severe, must be
meted out to the criminal, ig ceain berinnine to be cccerted
among authoritiez. On the other hend, his surrection for the
deportation of eriminals to convict colonies hes rroved to be
a failure, since the institution of such colonies has proved
to be a great evil both for fhe country to which the convicts
are sent and to the conviet hinmself, &= in the eoee of the

Botany Bay cettlement in Australle.
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" Ag was found in discussine his theories of rolitic:l re-
forn Carlyle's grestest value o5 2 socisl reformer lics in the
ethicel becis of his socinl theories. Justice, o sensc of the
varying abilities of different men, and the necesrity of «
desire to do honest work oﬁ the r rt of every individuzl, are
basic soclal principles. the veluve of whieh he earncrtly seeks
to impress upon &ll his reasderz. If the sbove ethicel rulec
are fully reazlized by all, end both nasters and men reeogmnize
and live up to their resronsibilities to each other as indi-
riduals and as members of soeiety, the zocial rroblems of
England will adjust themselves haprily of their own accord
without the 1nte¥ference of so meny economists and politieclans,
for men's hearts will then be at one with the laws of God and
nature. Here, as always, Carlyle rerceived the root of Eng-
land’s zocial troubles and shows that imvnrovement in the
fundenentnl matters of ethies rust come before rnermanent

practical reforms can be accqmplished.




IV
EDUCATICE

In every part of Carlyle's rrogrom of social reform, the
point stressed most as a reconstructive means is education.
By education he would prepare the CGovernor of the covntry for
his position, and by education he would 1ift the mas=es to =
higher level, where they would be carable of arprecisting and
ailding good government. It will mske his rosition clearer as
& positive reformer then, if a cerarets charter is devoted to
a discussion of his theories of education end treir arplica-
tion in his positive politicel ond social reforms.

In the first place, one must understand what were the
conditions in the educational system of Encland cs Carlyle
knew it. England's educetionsl system ur to Cerlyle's time
was founded upon & purcely religious basia, Just as in the
Middle Lges education was entirely under the control of the
Roman Catholie Church, so after the Reformation, it still re-
mained under the control of the Established Churceh of Ensland.
%hile under the Romen Chure, education was prrectically free
to all elesces, but when it pussed into the hends of the Xs-
tablished Church it became more restricted, tending to be
aristocretic in extent, and often excluding the roor who
wished an education, merely because of their rosition. In ’
either case the masses of the peorle were not educated. It
was only some of the yeomen, the middle clacses ¢nd the sris-

toeracy who received an education, or who were in any way
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made welcome to take it. Iven the first two clarses, here
mentioned, received very little except in odd casec. To nro-
vision was made for the peasants or workmen for eny educeation.
411 pudblic schools such es Eton and Ferrow were privately
endowed, and were maintasined, in reality, ac vrivete schools
open only for those whose position or influence was sufficient
to warrant their entrance there. In 1604 a voluntary system
of education was inaugureted for the poor, wheredby, roor
schools were mainteined by private contridbutions, These,
however, had very little influénce on the great maseee of
people, and up to the time of the Industrial Revolution, edu-
cation in England wes carried on under the control of Churech

authorities, or else by priviéte philanthropy. In neither

case did it reach the majority of the ropulation,

%ith the coming of the Industrial Revolutiorn, it will be

remembered, great changes were effected in the rorulation of
the country. The cities were crowded with peasant workmen of

the lower olésses, and c¢hild labour became rrevelent. Thus,

there appeared before publie notice & large mass of uneducated

peorle who proved to be extremely discontented with their
lot. For these no education was provided, that they might
intelligently understard their rosition or fhe necde of their
country. 4An attempt was made to remedy this situstion at the
end of the 18th Century, when with the insuguration of the
Evengelical Revival by John Wesley and others, Sunday Schools
were established by Robert Raikes, where day school work and
religious teaching were conbined. But these schools did not

prove very efficient, and did not reach any ereet number of
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children. In the early rart of the 19th Century it began to
be recognized that some change must be wrovsht in the stotus
of the lower elasses through education, if the industrisl
world was to continue at &all in any state of reace. Iancoster
for the Dissenters and Bell for the Egtablished Church, besan
rival systems of voluntary schools for the roor, srd througsh
their rivalry, erystallized the religious controversy tetween
D;ssenters and Established Church in educational mattiers, thé
dgscussion of which still existgs ut the ~resent time. Neither
systen of schools was satisfactory or reached the mojority of
the populstion, so that in 1832 the zovernment took the first
| steﬁrin England towards State control df educaetion by insti-
tuting in that year a partial system of grants and surervision
of the schools for the poor. Thus, up to the time of Car-
lyle's sociel writings, English education was =till much as
it was in the }iddle Ages, aristoerzatic in feeling, entirely
in the hends of the Church, and exclugive of the majority of
the poor.

Furthermore, the actusl contert of the education was
Eecoming out of date, especially for the working cl-s-ea. A4s
in previous‘ages it consisted chiefly in & study of thre cles-
sics, philosophy, end nathematics, in a rurely sbhstrect fa-
shion. There wes no place for a course in the clementery
subjects which would benefit the working clurces, excert in
the voluntsry schools for the roor, znd in then the instruc-
tion was of a vefy low order. Neither was there much prac-
tical educetion which would lead to efficiency ir eny manual

voeastion. It was either a purely literery eduecstion in which
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only the higher classes were interested; or a very unrracti-
cal education for & small portion of the meegeg, In fret,
both in substance and applicstion, edpcation hud been un-
changed for centuries. It was still in the nands of the
Church or suprorted by privote means, It was still ciasnical,
literary snd unpractical in its substance, enrd it wos still
limited in its influence. It was the last two evils whiech
roused Cerlyle most; since for him education was the one
means whereby men ag & whole might be uplifted, cnd ot the
same time given help in their life work.

Carlyle wag thoroughly democratic in his idezs on educa-
tion. He wished evenyone, no matter what his rankt mizsht be
in society, to have as much eduvecation es he wes cavnble of
receiving., In so far as the educatiqnal gsyster of Znglend
was against such a democratic extension of knowledse &nd re-
fused to teke into consideration the newly formed lutour
elaesses, Carlyle wished to reform it in the best interests of
soclety as & whole, Bducation to him wes of benefit to =211,
and 1ts aims &8 he outlined them were much broader then those
commonly accerted in nis time. Carlyle believed education to
be "the acquisition of what may be called wisdou;--numely,
gound appreciation and just decision aa to &ll the objects
‘that come around you, and the habit of behaving with {ustice,
~ eandour, clear insight, end loyal agheresnce 1o fact.” e

must remember that in the porirait of his hero, we Tind thel

1 "Inaugural iddress”, Scottish and Other Iiscellanies;
Everyman ed., p. 157.
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the letter is to be the men with force of dharactor end spir-
ftunl insgight rether than the roescssor of mere book learning.
Education, in his opinion then, is to be the means of formet-
ing character, true judsment, end ebove all, of instilling
- into man thet love of truth end sincerity which for him :re
thehfound&tions of a stable and happy society. Therefore it
should be freé to all who are carsble of receivine it, whe-
ther rich or poor, so that.all may hsve the orportunity of
developihg their character alone the risht lines: for he =ays
"That there should one ¥ar die ignorant who hed capacity for
Knowledge, this I call e tragedy, were it to harrén more than
twenty times in e minute, as by some computations it doeq."l
.This idesl state of educstion was to ve realized in two
ways; first through the acquisition of theoretical knowledce
es found in books, and.secondly by practice. As to the firat -
named, books are to give information concerning nast thought

so that the studert may have the knowledge of the rrevious

agez on which to base his ludsments concerning the rresent.

Especislly is hisctory most valuable in this rescect, =ince 1t
gives baeksround for important roliticel =nd sociscl judements,
A1l that pedarogy, }nwék=:£é§=c£ schools, cen really do for
one in the matter of educating through books is to teach the
student to read and apprecilate what'is in them, Thus Carlyle
| says of this'matter "Tf we think of it, all that a University,
or final highest School can do for us is =til1l but what the

1 Sartor Resartus: Everyman ed., 1921, Bk. iii, eh. iv,
p. 172,
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first School began doing,--teach us to resd . . . in verious
laﬁgua;cs, in verious sciences; we learn the clphebets of all
manner of Books . . « The true University of these éajs ie
a collection of Books."l Books then arc to give Xnowledee,
background, and refinement, and a3 sueh are indisrensable,

But still more important, and wmade more so by the ~reva-
lence in these days of books which make the known wisdom of
the world so sccescsible, is the nesd of prectical eduection,
The best means by which the powver of trve judegment may be
.formed, is by practice and uctucl exrerlerce. For this rea-
son, the worker is mosti often the best educated in the Car-
lylian sense; for the labourer hos worked with hie hends and
has intimate ex:rerience with nature, the forces of which con-
trol the elemental needs of human life ond humen he-—ine==,
He has actual exrerierice with the fundsmental requirements of
man, and hence has a sounder bosis on which to build his
Juégmenté concefning gsoeiety. Thus Carlyle scys, "Tre best
educated man you will often find %o be the artiscn, at all
rates the man of business. Tor why? e has rut forth his
hand and opersted on Ncture; must actunlly attain soue true
insight or he cannot 1live . . . 4 Burnsg is irfinitely better
educated than a Byron."z |

In formef times, thies pracstienl sia% of eduestion wes
seen to by the custom of apprenticeship. Crafteman, rriest,

2

1 leroes aznd Hero-Worship; Everyman ed. 1921, Lect., v,
p. 390. . .
5% Froude--Life of Carlyle 1795-1835; 1882, vol. ii,
P " .
3 Latter Day Pamphlets; collected works, 1898, vol, xx,
Lect. v, pp. 177-8.
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and noble, all alike,-leérned their trade by cctﬁal contact,
and practical imitation of their seniors and mesters. Iven
the nobleman's son was sent ac a page or squire to the court
of some great noble, there to leern his profescion as governor
and soldier through actual exrerience. The Industrial Refolu-
tion, however, had done sway with épnrenticeshin gsince the
workers then had to seek whatever emrloyment they could find
In the factories, without reference to their rrevions exreri-
ence in the workX. Yoreover the schools aend universities were
only for the nobility, who cained there pedantic knowledge
which d4id not at =a)l fit them for their rosition in the prac-
tical world of men. Travel and observation as he mentions it

fad

in his scheme of deuecation in Sartor Resartus, might heln» to

supply the prectical deficiencies of the higher classes, if
cerried cut in & serious menner. On the whole, however, edu-
cation as it was at that time, seemed to him only to prepare
the student to speak, and for Carlyle, the end of education
a3 a preparation of man for serious living, was quite other
than that of mére gpeech. On the other hand men -ve to bve
trained to think, to judse snd to sct, for he believed that
the human creature needs first of =11 to he eduertecd not that
he mey speak, but that he may heve something welghty to say."
Above all education is to make for formetion of cher:cter,

" Ag in the ¥edieval Church it must be "strict training not

only to whatever useful knowledge could be had frovw writing

1 Letter Day Pamphlets; collected worke, 1898, vol.xx,
leet. v, p. 179. :

o e e
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and realing; but to obedience, to piovs réverense, eolf.
restraint, annihilzstion of self,--really to humsn noblens-go

: ]
in many most essential respects,?* reczrdleass cf the roeisl
rank of the rerson to bes educsted. Tntil this ovtline of
education through book knowledre znd practicsl arrrenticeship
should be reestablished in'Bngland and made free to £ll elas-
ses, Carlyle meintained that Ensland could not hone either to
discover her true heroes and governors, or te have her labour-

ing population find the abiliiy to raise themselves from their

present degradetion.

Education, as a means of discovering the true ruler, sas
in his program of political reform is extremely im-ortant,
The ﬁan of genius and ability, before all others, necds a
sound education in every sensc of that word, for lesdershir
1s the most important rosition to be held anong men. There-
fore he must be‘fitted for this task, by an educ:tion which
will prepare him for its requirements., Mis descrivtion of
the education of Frederiekx the Crest's son ~oints to whet he
ﬁelieved to be the idesl edvcetion of a prince or future
governor.2 In the first plece, the young Prinee Frederick
had sincere and esrnest instruciors, since, according to Car-
lyle unless the teacher 1¢ sincere, the scholar has no chence
to learn sincerity. Sccondly, these instructors taveht the

E

1 Latter Day Temphlets; collected worke, 1099, vol.xx,

Lect. v . 132, ]
2 ﬁigtory of Frederick the CGrest 12897, vol., i; collected

works, vol. xii, Bk. iv, ch. viii.
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yoﬁng prince only what would be useful to him in his future
life work, He wag given & thorough instruection in the re-
ligious beliefs of the Protestant faith, together with «
knowledge of nature, the werld, and the Universe se o moral
background. Then he wes taught hictory, sgeosrarhy, sné nolit-
ical econory with = view to his career as a stetesman. Laét
of all he was given & great deal of nractiesl training as a
military leader, including mathematics, artillery, and rrac-
tieal drill in fortifications and tre haendlins of troors,
Above all he vwas trained to endure nerdshin snd to heve self-
reliance, He received no classical education, end Carlyle
believed this to be good, sincé-in hies orinion, the classice
were dead langvages whieh had no value in dealiﬁé with the
pressing problems of the modern world., Thus the rrince re-
ceived e thoroush grcuﬁding in}pr&ctical knowledge which
would prepare him for his life work. ¥Fe was not taurht use-
lesas classiecs exélusively, nor wag he forced to be a naet
master in the art of speakine, as were the aristocrctic youth
of Carlyle's dev. Carlyle censures the classical tendency of
the Universities very severely ac well egs the strees lald on
oratorical prowess by which me:ns he says, the'rolitical
leaders are only taught to srea¥, 2nd are not ziven sny rrac-
ticel training in their work, To think and ect are treir
vtrue functions. L practicunl preparation for their duties is
what Carlyle wished for political lesders, in hores 6f en-s

abling them to improve their efficiency and their insicht

‘4nto the soclel and political needs of their country.

o Y
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Not only can educition imnrove the actusl capabilities
of the governor; 1t may also be useful in discovering who
among men is the most able to fill the position of governor.
If the leader is to be a man of =bility, his ability should
show to a certain extent in his eapacity for reeeiving educa-
tion. For this reason, Carlyle maintained that by siving
everyone an education, and watching the varying degreecs of
8bility which each one shows in the process of being educated,
the real Hero may be detected and gingled out for his rrover
rosition., The system of electing officials in Chins sccording
to scholastic ability approaches resrest to the olan he sug-
gests, although in that country the purely pedantic quality of
the educétion given woes against his principles,l *hat is
most important in this part of Carlylefs progfam'of reform is
that every member of e#ery class in soclety should hove an
equal chance of education in order thet the real man of worth,
no matter wheot his soecisl position, should be chosen for the
position of honour and greatest resronsibility. DPractical
training and an instillation of the essential rrinecivles of
sincerify and honesty would complete his rlen for securing
capable leaders for either rolitical or 1ndustrial’fields, a8
necessary for his progrem of reform,

By way of changing the existing stcte of eduention Car-
lyle insists, first, that the masses must be educated; and to

obviate the petty jealousics and rivalries of the two »

1 Herces and Hero-¥orship; Everymen ed., 1921, lect. v,‘
Pe. 397. .
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Teligious factions which had hitherto prevented much serious

work being done in this difection, education must be under
government Jjurisdiction and must 2lso be non-seetaricn. “Min-‘
~ister of Education 7 Minister charged to get this Enslish
People taught a little, ot his ond Oﬁr reril?! Minister of
Education; no lonrer dolefully embayed amid the wreck of mori-
‘bund 'religions', but clear shead of all that; steerine, free
and piously feerless, towards his divine goal under the
starsl“; 4 ¥inister of Education, a Derartment of PRducetion,
and first of gll aen Education Bill embodying the abtove prine
ciples of free undenominctional education are the reforms
which he suggests in this matter; for he suys "Fay this one
Bill, whieh lies yet unenacted, & right Zducction PBill, is
not this of itself the sure parent of innumerable wise Bills,
--wise regulations, practicczl methods and proroscls, gradually
ripening towards ﬁhe state of Bills? To irradiate with intel-
ligence, that 1s to say, with order, srrangement aﬁd 2ll bles-
sedness, the Chaotie Uningelligent: how, excert by educating,
gan you accomplish this?"h Such is the hope whien Carlyle has
in the efficacy of educatiorn, in desling with the social evils
of his age.

The end of such educational reform was not only to
choose the proper leader with its help, but also to rearrange
the tangled masc of the labour ropulation, left by the changes

1 Letter Day Pamphlets 1898; collected works, vol. XX,
Leet. iv, p. 148. _ .

2 Ppst and Present; Everymen ed. 1915, Bk. 1v, ch. iii,
p. 255. :

[y
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of the Industrial Revolution. ¥ith reference to this roint,
in speakins of the restless chartists, who were the product
of that new are, he says ""hat intellect were able to resgu-~
late them? Xo one great and greatest intellect can do it.
#hat can? COnly Twenty-four million ordinary intellect=z, once
awakened into esction; these, well ~resided over m&y."l Know-
ledge, and understaending in each individual so that he shall
himself recosnise his destined place in society, is the only
thing, in Carlyle's orinion, that could brine order out of
the Chaos of industrizl sociéty whieh then existed. OSueh an
understand ing was necessary for tre accomr~lishment of his plan
of Government by Heroes. "/le" meaning the sincere mcn "slone
can love, with tipght gratitude and genuine loyelty of soul,
the Hero Tercher who has delivercd him out of d:urkness into
Light;"z and education wus for Carlyle the chief means of
bringing a man into a state of sincerity, ard to an an»recia-
tion of his supericr's heroie qualitiés. Thus it 1¢ through
education that society is to be given = sound basis in which

well reguleted basic social distinctions will be recoenized.

FeF these peasens Parlyie insisted that education iz the first
duty of governmert. "To impart the gift of thinking to those

who cannot think, srs yet who could in that case think: this,

one would imegine, was the first function =z zovernment had to
3
set about discharging.” Education, indeed, was for him the

1 "Chertism” Criticel and Viscellaneous Essays 1899,
vol. iv, colleeted works, vol. xxix, p. 194. . .
® Heroes and Hero-7orship; Everyman ed., 1921, Lect. 1V,

- 357 ™ |
d 3 "Chartism" Criticel and Miscellanreous Lscays 1899,

vol. iv, collected works, vol. xxix, p. 192.
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one scheme of value in all his practical hints on refornm,
Free non-sectarian education for all is his great ery; not
that he believed in no religious education for to him "An
irreverent kmowledge is no knowledge;"l but simrly that el
petty jJealousies between different sects should be laid aside
for the great cause,--ihat of reising human society to hisher
and'happier level, through giving men & knowledee of them-

selves and of the facts of the world; a knowledge which should

be practical as well as insrirational.

Modern thought in the educstional field is at one with
Carlyle in two points; first in that practicel knowledee must
be taught by actual practice in the metter to be learned; and
secondly, that educetion should prerere the student for his
Place end work in society. The o0ld theory of a claseical
education being the only one worth while hes now died out,
egpecially in América and the Colonies. Even in England,
schools for practical tezching, such as Technical Institutes,
and Training Schools in different vocations, h:ve been inau-
gurated. In America, this plan hes been carried still fur-
ther. ZEven in the public schools an attempt has been made
through manuai training courses for boys, domestic science
for girls and athleties for bvoth, to give the young students
‘some knowledge of the prectical world im which the abllity to

act is most important. The pedantic side of their trainine,

1 "Chartism” Critical and Miscell:neous Esssys, 1899,
vol. iv: eollected works vol. xxix, p. 195.
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is glso given a more practicai bent as oﬁe may zee in the
effort which is being made to give all their studies sohe re-
lation to actual life. 1In fact, vrectical education in all

. 'spheres, has 1argely taken the rlace of the purely redantiec
‘and elassical education which existed before 1870.

| Some attempt is elso made in modern education to prepare
man for his duties in soclety. Social duties srnd functions
are often worked out in ministure among the school children
as an exercise, and they are also given some grounding in
moral and patriotic principles, which will stand them in sood
stead, when they become active citizens of the country. ¥Yore-
over Carlyle's progcram of Government Reform in Education has
been fully accomplished. In 1870, while he was yet living,
the first important English Educetion Lct wss passed meking
education compulsory for all claswes and at the sanme time
bringing 1% under state control. Thus the difficulties of
raligiuﬁs rivalr& and aristocratic prejudice then rrevalent in
the privete schools were lergely overcome. In the New World,
in Canada ard the United States, the theory of comrulsory
state education hes been carried out to the full, and the ides
of practical education iglg;st advanced in these countries.
Perhaps Carlyle's ideas on charscter develorment snd moral
training through education have not been put into rrrctice es
‘much as he would have wished, but in so fer as they hsve been
found practicable, they have been well worked out in recent,
years. Certainly as far as State compulsory education will do
1%, his idea of giving every man his oprortunity to develor

the best in himself, and to become an intellirent member of




society, has been given s fair chance of succecs.

O0f all Carlyle's theories ef~reform, his progsram of edu-
cational reform is mozt consistent. e is consistently demo-
~eratic in his ideas on educstional methods:l end also in his
.belief in the bLeneficisl resnlts.to be derived from it, for
8ll classes of society. ¥an is the highest of CGod'=s crestions
with something in his possession which is above the inétincts
of the brutes, asnd which may be cultiveted as ﬁheir instincts
may not be. In the words of ¥r. C. F. Thwinv, who ablyr sunm-
marizes Carlyle's theories on educstion "He (man) iz not, ac-
cording to Carlyle's interpretation, a worm of the dust, nor
is he & bﬁtterfly of beautiful existence: rather iz he a child
of God, a creature born into an infinité universe &nd destined
for an eternal existence. ¥For him the centuries have labored,
- through him all the past is given to the future, and to him
all the future is bound in behslf of its worthy ereatures yet
to be.‘ ¥o prize is toothigh for ﬁis strusgle, end no train-
ing is too severe for this child of the gods, thie brother of
the immortals. For him too, this creature of origin.sg notle,
of destiny so sublime, no education is too enriehing."b Fdu-
_cation for Carlyle, was to reawaken the immortal inmstinects in
the masses of humanity, which had been desdened by the un-

equal strugszles with the evils of industrialism. It was to

reawsken men's sriritual nature, and enable him to reallze

‘1 R, C, Carnett--Thomas Cerlyle; p. 128, o
2 C. P, Thwing--"Education According to Carlyle” in
Sehool and Socliety ¥agazine, vol. Z, p. 649.
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the’extent and value of his own ability,'so that every men
would scek his own natural god-siven rluace in the r nke of
gociety and thus ~tabilize and vacify the social orld onece
more. As to how far Carlyle's theories have justified them-
selves in this respect, as they have been corried out, ie
8till 8 question of doubt. Perhers some of the unrest cnd
trouble in the labour jorulation at present mey be due to the
fact that his idecs on educationzl reform heve not dbeen car-
ried out to their fullest extent with regard to the training
of character and morals, MNore likely such disturbencer exist
becauvse no human scheme of réform, whether educstionel, so-
eisl or political, will quite meet all the human verranclee
of temper which lezd %to social evils. Certainly, Carlyle, as
one of the first advocates of Stute control of comrulsory
education, has done more than anyone to uplift the masnrces of
workingmen and t9 give them the opportunity of takines eon
equal place with the hereditary aristocrecy by giving them
the opportunity of showing their ability as developed through

education.




v
MODPERY CRITICISY OF CARLYTLE

It is nearly helf a century since Carlyle died =t his
home in Cheyne Row. During that time meny chaneces hove oc-
curred in the political and social life of the British Emrire
which so interésted the Chelsea sage. It is my purrogse in
coneluding this study of his soclal and rolitiesl doetrinen
to trace briefly the influence which those doctrines have had
during the years intervening between his dectr erd our own
time. This influence has varied greatly from time to time.

It was pureiy generel immediately efter his deeth, but more

recently it has attached itself to certain special phases of

social events in world history, where his theories esre more

or less accurately judged by those historieal events. N

In the,yeafs immedictely following Carlyle's death, when |
the impression which his great works had mede on the putlic
was still fresh in the minds of men, eriticiem dealt with &ll
aspects of his work, Several works on;the life of Carlyle
were written in the first decade after 1881, of which the one
by Jemes A, Froude is the fullest and most important. Other
men, such R, H. Hutton, W. L. Courtney, Edward Caird, John
MacCun