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ABSTRACT

The LaSalle Coke Tower is an existing structure located on a fifty-five foot strip of land bordering the
south edge of the Lachine Canal and the north side of St. Patrick’s St. (Montreal, Quebec). The railway
passes through the structure at its base. Built at the turn of the century, the crane was used to hoist coal
from barges to an elevated conveyor that carried it across the street to Cote-St.-Paul Gas Works. It is
approximately 15 storeys high (167"). The Lachine Canal serviced the cause of industry from its
completion in 1824 to the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway in 1939 at which time industry slowly

began to abandon the Lachine Canal area.

The basic premise of the design project revolved around both preservation and development of Tour
LaSalle Coke (LaSalle Coke Tower). Regarding preservation, it was the state of abandonment that was to
be preserved, allowing for a sense of mobility, vagrant roving, free time, and liberty. Architectural
production within the abandoned site must respond to the rhythms and flows of the pa ssi.ng of time and
the loss of limits. The two principal components include a provision for discovery (architecture as a
heuristic device) and an archive component housing historical documents relevant to the tower and it's

surrounding context (the Lachine Canal).

The essence of the project was to develop this type of site without destroying its character and without
detracting from its historical significance. Careful consideration was essential to negotiate between
development and preservation. A broader interpretation of heritage preservation was necessary: moving
beyond the isolated monument to include territory which characterizes a particular place. In this instance
the place consisted of the extreme linear space of the canal and its adjacent properties in addition to the

remnant architectural artifact of the tower. The state of abandonment is a part of the history of the site.

The provision for discovery is made through the use of stairs and an elevator, allowing visitors
uninhibited access Lo the tower. This provision allows for multiple levels of interaction with the artifact,
from the short visit to a more comprehensive survey of the object. The archive component is a small-
scale intervention thereby minimizing the impact of specialized components (or private spaces) which
limit the sense of mobility, vagrant roving, free time and liberty. For the same reason, the food service
and primary toilet facility is located 'off site’ approximately 320 fect to the east. The goal was to retain
the basic features of the artifact while providing for a means of discovery and documentation of a

National Historic Landmark.
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