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ABSTRACT

The informal regulations governing the patterns of inhabiting the public spaces of contemporary

Cairo result in the chaotic appearance of the use and imagery of these spaces. Through the

documentation and analysis éf some of these patterns and their spatial implications, one could
identify two sets of cultural values with two possible frameworks, or models. The one is ascribed to
an institutional and formal framework while the other is a non-codified, yet culturally agreed upon,
set of values. The dynamics between the two cuitural models, as this study argues, involve different
modes of interaction. In Cairo, modes of either a confrontation or of a denial are apparent in the
public space, as they are manifest in the cultural discourse in general.

By tracing the origins and the evolution of these models, the formal and the informal, two
processes of cultural change are identified. The one embraced by the cultural elite is an abrupt,
rapid and more responsive to external forces. The other, undertaken by the society at large, is
gradual and slower in pace. It also requires wider span of time to absorb external cultural impulses.
To the former, I refer as a ‘High’ culture, embraced by a culturally ‘Ruling’ group; while for the
latter T use the term ‘Popular’ culture. Through the study of selected periods of urban/cultural
history of the city, I argue for three stages of transition from one civilizational model to an(;ther.
Each phase involves different dynamic between the two cultural groups, and in the nature of their
distinctive role in the process of change.

From the perspective of this ‘bifurcation’, two issues I consider essential, and should be
addressed. The first, a theoretical one, is that the process of change undertaken by the popular
group, which I define here as an ‘indigenous’ process of change, needs to be revealed, understood
and acknowledged. It must be both culturally and physically incorporated in any developmental
scheme. Secondly, is that most conventional planning approaches, which attempt to promote the
physical conditions of the public space by restoring its absent ‘order’ while ignoring these
indigenous processes eventually fail. In short, it is seen as imperative to develop a reconciliatory

approach between the two apparently conflicted models rather than to subdue one by another.
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1. INTRODUCTION:

For the purposes of this study, there are two arguments regarding the interpretation of history. The
first is evolutionary and linear; it asserts the quantitative dimension of change either politically,
culturally or economically. The second argument is a structural one emphasizing the qualitative
differences among these aspects. I will briefly introduce both perspectives and, by quoting some

examples, clarify this study’s position regarding the two.

An Evolutionary Approach

In sociological studies, the evoluﬁonary interpretation of history regards ‘developing’ societies as
undergoing a proéess Qf change that had alreédy taken place cenfuries ago in the ‘developed’
world. Most views consider Classic ci?ilizations (Greek and Roman) as the starting point for the
continuous evolution of today’s Western culture. Others admit that the Middle-ages were a time
when the West was asleep while the Orient was awake. The Renaissance, however, remains an
agreed historical base, upon which the modern world re-emerged. Scientific and industrial
revolutions accompanied by Enlightenment thought were major manifestations of such
civilizational revival. In the meantime, the East, according to this view, was in a state of numbness
and backwardness. It has anxiously started to undertake such a revolutionary process only in the
nineteenth century, thanks to the colonial hegemony which offered the opportunity to introduce the

‘civilized’ world to these societies.

Derek Hopwood, in accordance with this view, argues that “Western countries have had centuries
to absorb modernization and the changes it can bring in all aspects of life such as the growth of
secularization, the weakening of family ties, different moral attitudes, the changing status of

women, and despite the length of time involved tension and disruption have been unavoidable.

Developing countries are having to accelerate the pace of change, some to an almost intolerable




- 1
degree.’

Some proponents of this view argue for the inevitability of both the gains and losses of
modernization, while others claim that societies, which are undergoing a process of modernization
can and should leamn from mistakes of the more advanced[in their view] societies to avoid some of
modernization’s failures. Perhaps most interestingly among the latter opinions is the paradoxical
definition of the fashionable term ‘Community Development’ in both ‘First World’ and ‘Third
World’ contexts. According to this view, “the concept of ‘community development’ is an
instrument for the people in developing countries seen as in need of such assistance té their
transition to a more ‘advanced’ stage of community life, whereas the people living in an

industrialized [modern] urban location would be assisted to return to a more ‘traditional’ form of

7’2

community life.”” Such a seemingly reversible statement is a serious attack on the linear argument

of historical development. Yet, as we will see below, this argument is never given up.

Reflecting on the Middle East as one region suffering from the most problematic political and
cultural turmoil, this evolutionary approach seems even more severe. In his comprehensive

analysis of early twentieth century Middle-East politics, David Fromkin argues that

“[elverywhere else in the world--everywhere outside Asia--European occupation had
resulted in the destruction of native political structures and their replacement by new ones of
European design. The Americas, Australia, New Zealand, and Africa were no longer
divided in terms of tribe; they were divided, as Europe was, into countries. Governmental
administration of most of the planet was conducted in European mode, according to
European percepts, and in accordance with European concepts. Still, there was some
reason to question whether Europe occupation could produce quite so deep or lasting an
impression in the Middle East as it had elsewhere. It was not only that the Middle East was
aregion of proud and ancient civilizations, with beliefs deeply rooted in the past, but also
that the changes Europe proposed to introduce were so profound that generations would
have to pass before the changes could take place. These matters take time. Ancient Rome
shaped Europe, and renascent Europe shaped the Americas, but in both cases it was the

. 3
work of centuries ...”

: Derek Hopwood, Egypt: Politics and Society 1945-1981 (London: George Allen & Unwin, 1982), Chapter 9, “The
Life of the People’, 161.

2 Jo-Anne Lee, “Organizing with Immigrant Women: A Critique of Community Development on Adult Education”,
CJSAE/RCEEA 7, 2 Nov. 1993.

3 David Fromkin, A Peace to End All Peace: The fall of the Ottoman Empire and the Creation of the Modern Middle
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The twentieth century Middle East, he continues, ,
“will eventually be seen to be a situation similar to Europe’s in the fifth century AD, when
the collapse of the Roman Empire’s authority in the West threw its subjects into a crisis of
civilization that obliged them to work out a new political system of their own. The
European experience suggests what the dimension of such a radical crisis of political
civilization might be. It took Europe a millennium and a half to resolve its post-Roman
crisis of social and political identity: nearly a thousand years to settle on the nation-state
form of political organization, and nearly five hundred years more to determine which

nations were entitled to be states.”4

Without succumbing to the evolutionary approach of historical development, this above presented
view serves as a model illustrating the time needed, according to this argument, for change not
bnly politically but culturally as well. Having some reservations in regard to the exaggerated time

frame envisioned, this argument remains, from my perspective, essentially true and valid.

The Second approach to cultural history is the one arguing for separate cultural and civilizational
models and processes of change. One does not lead to the other. The Modern project is accordingly
a starting point for an irreversible divergence between itself (the Modern) and the pre-Modern or

non-Modemn civilizational models or paradigms.

Constructed Realities: Two Worlds

Colonial territorial expansion reached its apogee during nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
The ‘Great Game’ between England, France and Russia to expand into and control more territorial
gains in the Middle East resulted in the designated boundaries, drawn frontiers and decided
political destinies of their people according to colonial agendas. In the same manner, it is argued
here that a ‘modem’ cultural model was transplanted by the imperial powers in their colonies
according to both their strategic (political) and economic priorities.

In order to dismantle the different parts of the Ottoman Empire, which ruled both temporally and

spiritually an extended Islamic region, colonial powers invented pan-Arab nationhood and

East (New York: Avon Books, 1989), 560.
* Ibid. 565.




partitioned its region into secular nation-states ileaded by a local ruling protégé, and under its
control as an immediate or nominal protectoraté. A concept that was hitherto alien to the Middle
East people, this nationhood was meant to substitute loyalty to the Ummah (Muslim Community)
by the adherence to invented geographical boundaries based on both linguistic and historical

claims.

From that perspective, this invented political entity entailed a new constructed cultural identity. The
modern state of Egypt, for example, was constructed to oppose, negate and transcend the ‘back-
warded’ Turkish (Muslim) Empire.s The Ottoman Caliphate had inevitably to be replaced by a
secular modern state; a parliament as well as all other associated modern institutions.® Changing
the country’s status from a middle-age feudal province to a modern industrial nation was
conditioned, according to this construct, by abandoning the past, the whole civilizational package,

and embracing the new one, the European cultural model of modemity.

During the early phase of political, cultural and institutional modernization, a rapid pace of
profound transformation was to take place in different facets of society. In relentless attempts to
catch up with the industrial world, tremendous efforts were spent tc; mimic the West, and
breathtaking schemes were launched in order to achieve such a modernization project. Military,
education and urban programs were a few of the obvious fields that received huge amounts of
investment and a painful process of schizophrenic development. Torn between deeply rooted
traditions and values and rapidly changing modern technology and needs, each of those
modermization schemes, until perhaps the awakened nationalists’ movement in the early twentieth

century, aimed ambitiously at abandoning the past and starting fresh. By copying European cities,

5 The duality of two civilizational models in Egypt was first established by the scholars and artists who accompanied
Napoleon's expedition to Egypt in 1798. In their depiction of Egyptian society, one could recognize what they
consider as two models: the glorified past of Ancient Egypt, the one they identified with as a legacy of the West; and
the backward contemporary Arab-Islamic Ottoman tradition.

6 For educational, military and urban institutions that were established during the nineteenth century, see Timothy
Mitchell, Colonising Egypt (Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 1989).
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new districts or suburbs were founded as models, without the need to deal with the ‘hopeless’
medieval city. By the same token, old cultural and institutional models were left to decay, while
new, ‘modern’ ones were established. Although further deteriorated, the traditional models

survived, and still, today, this dual nature of cultural and physical manifestation is evident.

In keeping with this argument, some post-modern cultural theorists argue for the continuity of such
constructed reality. Post-colonialists insist that, today, this hegemonic cultural duality is
unbridgeable. Edward Said, for example, argues that the Orientalist approach not only affects the
Western consumers of this constructed moral system but also the people in the Orient themselves
and the very way they conceive the developmental stage of their history.7

In his study on nineteenth century, colonized Egypt, Timothy Mitchell elaborates on the notion of
knowledge becoming the realm of the ‘conceptual.” He argues that the world, constituted as what
lay outside the texts of such knowledge, was thus made to appear meaningless. People were no
longer to read what was inscribed in the continuous world of streets, books, or buildings, but were
to look outside the world, for a text containing its meaning.8 The separation is established between
an act conceived as ‘organization’ or ‘ordering’ on the one hand and what was ‘orderless’ on the
other. The world was divided, as Mitchell argues, into two. The tendency to think of two worlds
recurs, as Samuel Huntington argues, throughout human history. People are always tempted to
divide people into “us” and “them”, the in-group and the “other”, our civilization and those

. 9
barbarians.

This study however starts from the premise that a reconciliation between the two apparent
conflicting modes is not only possible, but also historically evident, and inevitable. It establishes a

framework for co-presence; the one that, as I will discus in my historic survey, had prevailed when

7 Edward W. Said, Orientalism (New York: Vintage Books, 1979), 67.

8 Timothy Mitchell, “As If The World Were Divided in Two: The Birth of Politics in Turn-of-the-Century Cairo”
(Ph.D. diss. Princeton University, 1984).

? Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of the World Order (New York: Simon &
Schuster, 1996), 32-33.

5



enough time was permitted to achieve an essential balance.

An Inclusive Model

From this perspective, the immediate consequences of cultural alienation and identity crisis should
not be seen as an ultimate destiny for the apparently divided societies. Precedents do exist of
-cultural conflict between a weakened authentic model and an empowered invading one. The
centuries-long process of assimilation and cultural reconciliation is argued in this study to be
inevitable. Along this process, understandably, there initially exist periods of cultural alienation.
Lack of bases, identity crisis, chaos and disorder are among the many terms attempting to describe
these phases of cultural turmoil. In this study, however, I believe and will make the point that an
eventual ‘new’ indigenous cultural model is being developed, and that the chaotic condition we are
witnessing is a transitional phase which bears a potential to reconciliate the apparent conflict.

This study is concerned with periods of cultural turmoil, and as this consistently identifies with the
built environment, an urban approach and methodology is undertaken. It explores the current
transitional phase, identifying measures of its (both cultural and urban) conflicts, and, more

ambitiously, contemplates some frameworks for action.

It begins with some observations on a few physical and behavioral patterns of cultural conflict in
the contemporary city of Cairo. Being a metropolis in a developing country, Cairo serves as an
example with potential generalization applications for a larger domain of urban centers in
developing countries. In today’s global structure, Cairo suffers both its economic and cultural

- ramifications, as most post-colonial major cities do. A historical analysis of different phases of ihe
city’s history follows these observations with an attempt to portray both the cultural and physical
conditions in each phase. Three phases are identified as essential to this historic survey: That
preceding the advent of modernity (end of Islamic phase); the early modern (colonial phase); and

the late modern one (contemporary phase). In each phase, I will focus on societal groups, and

discuss both their cultural and urban models. Finally the study poses a theoretical model - a




possible interpretation of the process of cultural change that would provide, first, an explanation of

the current conflict; and, secondly, a future reconciliatory scheme of such alleged conflict.

This study’s approach is not in accord with the evolutionary argument, although it agrees with the
possibility of avoiding some of Modernism’s failures; nor does it recognize an established
separation between two worlds, as the second argument goes. It argues for an indigenous, non-

Western model for modernization, which in that context denotes being contemporary without

necessarily being Modern.



PART I

: BACKGROUND, OBSERVATION
AND PROBLEM STATEMENT

“Other cities would be hard-pressed to match Cairo’s vibrancy. Its population is
estimated at 16 million and it is said there are more than two million
automobiles in the city--often, it seems, all on the road at the same time. The
teeming population and the always-congested streets give Cairo the feel of a
carnival midway gone awry. ... Even by big-city standards, Cairo’s traffic is the
stuff of legends. Roads exist as dusty asphalt battlefields where trucks hauling
gravity-defying loads jockey for position with archaic municipal buses, just as
overloaded with their Cairene commuters. Then there’s the legion of taxis
weaving in and out of lanes with stunt man-like precision, their horns honking
incessantly; the constant horde of pedestrians; donkeys hauling rickety wooden
carts; and the occasional cyclist complete with an extra passenger or two
straddling the handlebar. It is mayhem*

The Financial Post Magazine, September 1996




2. CONTEXT AND BACKGROUND

During the last two decades, beginning in the mid 1970s, the
cultural change that took place in Egyptian society was so dramatic
that it could only be compared to the early nineteenth century’s
encounter with the West. This earlier encounter has motivated the
ruling stratum and upper middle classes to embrace modernity as a
cultural and institutional framework, and to adopt the Western model

as an ideal. The adoption of this ‘Modern’ paradigm was associated

with the establishment of new educational, political and military

2.1. A map illustrating the city
expansion till 1980

programs. Perhaps more importantly from the perspective of this
study, it introduced radical changes to the urban fabric of the city of
Cairo through a series of planning schemes. Not only in their formal
aspects were these imported urban schemes alien to the existing
urban fabric, but the process by which the city had grown was
terminated, and its product obliterated. These formal interventions
thus resulted in a severe rupture in the historical continuity of an
indigenous model,' operating hitherto both culturally and
physically, on different societal levels. Different societal groups,
and here I will introduce the terms ‘Ruling’ and ‘Popular’ groups,11
were up till this moment embracing the same paradigmatic model,
way of life or world view. The encounter with Europe in early
nineteenth century was, I will argue, not only abrupt, but has also

caused the process of modernization to be carried out by two

10 . , : : o . .

The term ‘indigenous’ is being used here tentatively to contrast it with the new coming ‘Western’ model, with no
implication of a fixed or an ahistoric cultural positions. I will elaborate on these terms in the following part while
discussing the conceptual model. See below Part III.

By the former I refer to the cultural elite, groups having High culture and operating within institutional
frameworks; while the latter describes mass culture, having non-institutional frameworks. Both groups, the Ruling
and the Popular, and their characteristics will be further discussed in Part III of this study.




different societal groups. From then until today, both the ‘Ruling’
and the ‘Popular’ groups have been undergoing two patterns of
cultural change and with unequal paces of transition.'? Each group

is still operating within a different cultural framework, or paradigm.

In 1952, one and a half centuries later, a coup d'état in Egypt
managed to overthrow the monarchy and establish a national
government. This event is often viewed as the point of departure
from colonial (foreign) to national (local) rule. The political
transformation it has introduced, however, was not paralleled by an
equivalent measure of cultural change. Despite its ambitious
programs of economic and social reform, " the nationalization
policies failed to achieve a real cultural reconciliation bétweeh the
two groups; the Ruling and the Popular. The ruling classes,
including the elite and upper middle class were, culturally, still
operating within the colonial institutional framework. Through the
1950’s and 1960’s this cultural hegemony continued to manifest
itself; foreign models continued to be adopted and imposed on the
already élienated popular classes. They continued to be culturally
colonized although they remained politically independent. In short,
the split between two cultural groups, having their separate cultural

realms, persisted, albeit with Egyptian protagonists.

Led by three major phenomena, the mid-seventies witnessed the

12 The first is pursued by a éultura]ly-ruling minority, embracing foreign models, and characterized by rapid change
and abrupt transition. An indigenous process of modernization, on the other hand, carried out by the society at large,
usually follows a slower pace and has a gradual pattern of change.

13 For detailed discussion of the Post-revolution phase, see Part II, Chapter 6 of this study.
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start of a cultural turmoil, which in turn was reflected in the open
space of the city. The first of these phenomena was the oil boom of
1974 in the neighboring Gulf and North African states, which drew
out millions of Egyptian laborers for the past two decades. These
workers eventually returned with both their savings and aspirations
to acquire new status in a society undergoing a fundamental
reshaping process. The second phenomenon was the Open-Market
policy introduced by the Sadat regime as a strategy for economic
reform. Motivated by an entrepreneurial spirit, many small
businessmen were able to rise economically by taking advantage of
the newly emerging opportunities, and the still-vague market
regulations. These individuals soon constituted a nouveau riche
class, possessing a rapidly acquired wealth and a will to share the
front lines of the society. The third and last phenomenon was the
Islamist movements and the rise of religious consciousness with
both its cultural and militant facets. Rising religious sentiments,
which should not be separated from the other two major factors,
have in turn influenced the social behavior of a major sector of
society, particularly within the influx of rural emigrants, who settled

in the informal districts or fringes of the city.

By the mid-seventies, the chance for social mobility on a large scale
was available for the first time in the nation’s modern history. This
phenomenal shift from low-income conditions of ‘traditional’
families to a nouveau riche status occurred within a relatively short
period of time. The rapid acquisition of wealth was in turn paralleled

by a physical mobility, allowing for a massive migration from

2.2. Cultural manifestations of the
economic forces during the 1970’s

2.3. Rising religious sentiments
affected the use of public spaces

11




traditional neighborhoods to affluent districts. A frantic desire to be
affiliated, and identified with, the ‘modern’ elite and its life style
was predominant. ‘Modern’ parts of the city, once inhabited by
upper-middle classes having their quasi-Western cultural values and
practices, were suddenly becoming magnets for a constant migration
by the newly-enriched class. Both social boundaries and cultural

exclusiveness were once and for all dissolved.

Once culturally and physically segregated, the two above groups
have already started a process of re-convergence. This has led to the
current state of fluidity and cultural turmoil, where bases and values
became subject to assessment, and which is manifested in public
space as it is in other societal arenas. Among other characteristics of
the current transitional phase, the spatial conflict taking place in
public spaces is identified and documented through two main
patterns: either a mode confrontation between the two cultural
models or a denial by one (in power) of the other. Using empirical
observations, the following part will portray such conflict in a series
of examples, in which I intend to illustrate both the cultural bases

and physical manifestation.

12



3. OBSERVATIONS: Spatial Patterns of a Cultural

Conflict

This part identifies the physical manifestation of what I argue to be

an underlying cultural conflict currently apparent in the city of Cairo.

Through the documentation and analysis of spatial patterns

described below, selected examples are used as a device to

substantiate my argument. The number and kind of their categories

are therefore non-exhaustive. All examples are selected from within

the western side of the city - an area which was predominantly

developed during the second half of this century, and which

exemplifies the post-colonial urban and cultural transition of the city

as a whole.'* The spatial patterns are organized in terms of their

public vs. private relationship into three main categories: th

domestic domain (individual scale), the local domain (neighborhood
community scale), and the urban domain (district community scale).
Examples of the first category include the informal property domains

and outdoor territorial extensions. The second category comprises

the re-use of street medians for social events and religious

festivities, while the last category includes the traffic informal

organization. Each pattern illustrates a spatial conflict and concludes

with an interpretation of its underlying cultural bases, mani

€

fested in

3.1. A typical example of the

a mode of either a confrontation or a denial, as will be presented encroachment of informal patterns

below.

14 ; 3 . :
For further discussion of this part of the city, see below Chapter 6
“Three Cities in one”.

: “The Post-revolution City;” and Chapter 7:
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3.1. Informal Property Domain: Outdoor Territorial
Extensions

This group of spatial patterns involves actions taking place within
the individual’s property and its outdoor extension. It includes two
main categories: those occurring in residential areas on the one hand
and those in commercial/light industrial areas on the other. The main
characteristic of the spatial conflict on this level is the different, and
occasionally opposed, perceptions of territorial boundaries. The
conflict may be displayed either between two individuals, when
private property is at issue; or between an individual and the public,
when these two levels of ownership are conflicted. In either case,
the spatial conflict is due, as the study argues, to different modes of
cultural values, different ways of perceiving realities, hence their
rights, rather than the violation of one’s rule by the other. In other
words, particularly in the case of public vs. private informal
domains, each individual is content that s/he is claiming one’s

(formal or informal) right.

In each of the following patterns the study has identified three
measures of spatial arrangement: a) actions of claiming and
controlling one’s perceived territory; b) tools and physical elements
of spatial demarcation; and c) exchanging mechanisms of such
informal territorial domains.

Because it is beyond the scope of this study to include all existing

patterns, selected examples are presented as models.

3.2. The western side of the city
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3.3. A juxtaposition of two physical/social structures in the western side of the city

15

3.4. Al-Muhandisin district, a typical planning scheme in the western city




3.1.1 Residential areas

Neighborhoods, located in planned districts on the western bank of
the Nile (the city of Engineers, of Journalists, of University Staff,
etc.) were originally inhabited by an emerging post-revolutionary
class of technocrats and high civil servants - those who once shared,
or imitated the quasi-Western cultural values of the local aristocrats.
Based on the Garden City model, plans of these neighborhoods
consisted of small villas and two to three story detached family
houses, each on an individual plot, surrounded on two sides by
yards. As part of the zoning plan, streets were laid out to
accommodate vehicular traffic on a residential level. For each unit a
parking garage is always attached, and thus parking spaces were not
estimated as an essential factor in determining the street width. It
was the densities as well as the demographic and social conditions
of the targeted communities that were the prime criteria upon which
these neighborhoods were planned and implemented as a model for
the rising upper middle classes of the 1950s and the 1960s.

In contrast to contemporaneous rural settlements adjacent to these
districts (which were separated by a regional railway line) both the
affluence and governing civic regulations of their inhabitants were
predominant characteristics of these formal districts. During the mid-
1970s, the socio-economic change described above brought about
two waves of migration from eastern and western sides of Cairo,
changing both the demographic and cultural characteristics of these
hitherto exclusive neighborhoods. First and foremost was the new
wealthy entrepreneurial class of the--still-new Open Market

economic policy and, at a comparable rate, the returning technocrats

i

|

mﬁ-mﬂmu-gmmmﬁyau-.-

3.5. A residential tower, an o
example of the socio-urban fabric in
the western city

3.6. The character of the adjacent
rural enclaves in the western city
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from Oi'l States} The sudden wealth of the former and the savings of 1
~ the latter pumped these neighborhoods with the increasing pressure
of housmg demands A phenomenon that could be explained in
‘three ways. First, because of the relative avarlab111ty of land in thlS
part of.the city (compared,to other upper-middle classes districts
| namely Zamalek and Garden Clty, fig 1. l) Secondly, because
there was a desne to associate with its resrdents asa srgn of an
' eConomically well-off, and hence a social status. And finally,
‘because the bu‘ilding laws in this area alloyved the demolition of the
eXisting family houses_ and t_heir replacement by,hig'h-rise -apartrnent
buildings (fig. 3.5). |
‘: The first migration wave was predorninant_ly from'ea‘stem quarters,
f frorn the City proper across the river.. Groups that-came to shar_e, or
replace, the existing socio-cultural residents. Home ownership, as
opposed to rent, was a main reason behind this rnigration..15
Geographic, and thus physical rnobility, one could argue, was 2
immediate manifestation of a rising economic status.
Encroaching"frorn the‘\yest, the second wave crossed the railyvay-
- - E boundary from an already evolved stretch of informal settlements
that had circumscribed the formal distrrcts from the western and
o northem sides. Searching for new opportunities in the emerging
: cultural and economic blend next door, these Jow-i -income
* communities fulﬁlled the needed residential services in such
| _neighhorhoods. Retail shopkeepers, daily domestic services |

(ironing, hairdressing, etc.), as well as house guards or por_ters

15 ' '
In contrast to the real estate laws dunng Nasser reign, where residential units were predommately rented the
1970’s has witnessed the notion of home ownership in the apartment high-rise buildings.
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were among these needed jobs. The commerciai and light industrial
services, however, such as coffee places, car repair, plumbing,
wood and metal shops, building materials and hardware stores etc.,
were not comparably implanted in these districts. They will be
discussed separately.

Both groups of new migrants brought values and cultural norms that
were (at that time) foreign to the existing, quasi-Modern, groups and
cultures. The clash between them was unavoidable, and can be
identified on different levels of spatial configurations. To portray
such a complex process, the following patterns are selected as

examples.

On the street level, three basic domains could be identified. The
indoor, private domain, whether it is residential, retail, or service
(barber for example); the public domain, originally the roadway and
the two strips of sidewalks; and the in-between zone, an ill-defined
and formally unacknowledged domain. The first, private, zone was
the least affected and modified as a result of the cultural conflict for
which I am arguing. The public domain on the one hand has
undergone a process of increasing shrinkage, while the in-between,
informal, semi-pubic domain on the other hand has gained more
territory, obviously at the expense of the public zone. It is not
entirely true that the public domain simply remained the vehicular
traffic roadway, and that the sidewalks were completely colonized.
More complex patterns and (informal) principles of use and reuse,
power structure and territory exchange were established.

Before presenting theses patterns and principles it is important to

3.7, 3.8. Informal patterns in the
public domain in a ‘traditional’
neighborhood, above, and a
‘modern’ one, below
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define what is meant by different cultural groubs. My argument that,
generally speaking, most of the informal territorial gains were the
result of the migrating groups and values, is based on the premise of
cultural change that is further explored in part III of this study. For
the time being, one could use terms as “more traditional” and “less
modern”, or perhaps civic and non-civic to describe such an
ambiguous polarity of formal and informal. Using the term
“indigenous” values to contrast with “foreign” ones does not help
either to avoid such a fixed dichotomy. I will focus here, however,
on the process of cultural interchange rather than defining, and
hence perpetuating, the boundaries of each groups. My argument is
simply that the losses of the public, formal, civilly regulated,
domains were mostly at the expense of the original inhabitants’
agreed-upon boundaries within these neighborhoods. In other
words, spatial reconfiguration was a direct reflection of a cultural
negotiation. I will demonstrate the two mutual processes through the

following patterns.

The first group of patterns is the outdoor extension of a retail or

service shop. A zone that extends from a simple display of goods

outside the entrance to the colonization of the sidewalk and parts of,
or sometimes (as in the case of a dead-end street) the whole
roadway. This colonization is either temporary (during working

hours), permanent, or both on different spatial levels. For example,

a grocery shop extending its footprint up to the street edge or

beyond during the day, when it closes, claims a portion of the 3.9, 3.10. Outdoor extension of
; . . .. shops in the medieval city, above,
sidewalk permanently as storage area. This claimed portion is and in a low-income neighborhood

in the western city
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employed during closure to place a locked coolers and/or perhaps to
accommodate a sleeping area for one of the workers. This zone is
regarded as his/her (informal) property and therefore responsibility.
Cleaning, water splashing and in some cases painting, planting and
paving are among these acknowledged duties. Other tools are also
used to prevent cars from parking in front of the shop, either for
unloading requirement or for his/her objection that they might hinder
customers’ visual and physical accessibility to the shop. This space
in front of the shop, however, could be negotiated with neighbors,
their visitors and the fellow shopkeepers next door. The physical
tools of demarcation are therefore adjustable. Some still are
movable. Barrels, cement blocks, steel poles and chains are among

these tools.

The second pattern in this category involves the parking spaces in
front of houses and apartment buildings. Keeping these spaces
reserved for the owner’s and his visitors’ vehicles is often the
responsibility of the porter (Bawwab in Arabic), although
sometimes such responsibility is being extended to the shopkeeper.
The latter is normally a tenant renting the ground-floor of the same

building, or sometimes a neighboring unit. In this case, the mutual

benefit of both the landlord/resident and the shopkeeper in using the

same space is evident. A landlord, for example, driving to work

3.11, 3.12, 3.13. Examples of
tools of demarcation used to reserve
parking spaces in residential areas

during the day, would leave the space to be occupied by the goods
and merchandise of the shopkeeper, who, in return, maintains it,
protects it from any outside intruder and returns it back by the end of

the day. The same above-mentioned tools of demarcation are
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employed. The result of an “unauthorized” parked car in these
claimed territories could result in violence. This could be expressed
through vandalism against the violated vehicle itself (flattening a tire,
breaking a windshield or a mirror, and/or scratching the paint for
example). But it may also result in a personal aggression against the
invaders, although the latter is uncommon. However, parking
territories in residential areas are occasionally the cause and the
battlefield of fights between (spatially) close neighbors. They
belong, according to my interpretation, to the different migrating -
and currently residing - groups described above. If the conflict
occurred between two persons belonging to one group, it-is usually
resolved through their perceived common terms, either .formal or
informal ones. The confrontatibn arises when these terms belong to
two conflicting cultural values.

To highlight this point, we may consider the same situation taking
place among varying cultural groups. For example, a person who
has lived in this area since it was a low-density, civilly regulated
neighborhood would find it hard to tolerate, acknowledge, or even
understand the notion of the informal territorial domain, which s/he
considers as illegal. From the other end of the equation, a
shopkeeper, or a resident who moved to this neighborhood from a
rather “traditional” one would be highly offended if these (informal)
rights are violated. The apparent conflict will be resolved according
to the power structure rather than to any set of rules, be they, once
again, formal or informal ones. Power structure in this context is
often established through personal connections. It is also dependent

on the ability to demonstrate them, sometimes in a violent way as

3.14. The sidewalk is an extension
claimed by shopkeepers, hence both
their responsibility and control
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mentioned above.

The last identified pattern in the residential area is that of the mobile
merchants, or peddlers. Using either movable or fixed stalls, these
merchants, such as sandwich and fast-food stalls, vegetable and
fruit carts, book stands, and bread sellers, have the least permanent
territories. It does not follow, however, that they share the smallest
domains. The location of these rather parasitic stalls is often
dependent on other existing fixed, either residential or commercial,
activities. Their domains usually spill from the sidewalk over the
roadway itself with a tangible effect on traffic movement - a fact that
makes them vulnerable and constantly susceptible to removal by
municipal authorities. In addition to the above mentioned tools of
demarcation, these stalls often establish their domains using more
spatially defined elements, such as sheds, stands, boxes, shelves
etc. Moreover, because of their extended working hours into the
evening (some of the food stalls are open 24 hours a day), they
frequently have lanterns that, at night, accentuate their spatial
domains. It is perhaps because this is neither permanent nor a fixed
spatial pattern, sellers are less involved in maintaining and
enhancing the surrounded space quality as is the case in spaces
around permanent shops. A sense of control, and hence

responsibility, is nevertheless apparent. They are also less powerful,

considering their temporary location and vulnerable condition, in 3.15, 3.16, 3.17. Examples of

mobile merchants and peddlers use

any negotiation of territorial exchange. Yet, the mutual benefit of the public domain. A bread
seller, top; a fast food stall, above;
between the stalls’ merchants and the shopkeepers (understandably) and a vegetable carte, below

constitutes a base for a strong alliance against the private car driver,
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unless s/he is their customer.

Before moving to the next category, it is important to note that the
three above described patterns of informal property domains in
residential areas are by no means exclusive. Overlaps between the
three (in addition to other less prominent patterns) establish a
complex non-unilateral pattern of spatial conflict between user

groups residing or working in these neighborhoods.

3.1.2 Commercial/Light Industrial areas
The term Commercial/Light Industrial is perhaps not the best

definition of areas discussed here. This question of terminology

arises from the fact that mixed land-use prevails in different parts of

the area of study. What is meant, however, is an area where light %18, 5,19, The outdoor exieasion

3 y . o . as a working area for craftsmen: car

industrial and commercial activities on a scale larger than retail are mechanics, above; metal work,
below

predominant on the street level, and sometimes on mezzanine floor,
in addition to the existing residential use on the upper levels. It
might be easier to give some examples of activities included rather
than trying to reach an inclusive definition. Examples of activities
included in this category are coffee places, fast-food shops and
stalls, shopping streets or open markets, craft workshops and light
industrial services on both domestic and commercial levels. Also

included are other public services that are not necessarily privately

owned, such as child care, schools, clinics, training and vocational =
3.20. Mapping of some spatial
centers.

It should be noted that the description of the socio-cultural migrating

groups described above in the residential areas could also be applied
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3.21, 3.22. Outdoor extension as a storage area for workshops such as a carpenter, to the left, and a car mechanic, to
the right ’

3.23. The street as the working area for some care mechanics who own only their tools without workshops
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here. The fact that commercial activities prevail on the street level
does not entail that the patterns identified in residential areas are not
present. They are less prominent however. In other words, the
interaction between the two identified cultural groups, although still
apparent, is primarily manifest on the commercial level, as
customers and business owners, employers and employees, and to a
lesser extent as apartment residents and street users. Avoiding
repetition, the following few selected patterns will exemplify cultural

conflict and its spatial manifestation.

Coffee-places are urban elements that often accommodate social'® as
well as entertainment activities. Not surprisingly, they are dominated
by men, as are most of other public activities in this culture. They
are also centers for gathering crowds of particular labor groups
(who are hired per contract, or more often per day). Ranging from
construction workers, movers, to third-rated musicians, they wait
here to be employed. The third distinctive function of these focal
points is that of providing catering services. Wherever a node of
activity evolves, a coffee-place, surrounded by fast food stalls,
immediately emerges. It is almost a generic pattern to find, for
example, a stretch of workshops such as car repair, carpentry, metal
work, some other retail and domestic services, will have amidst
them a coffee-place and food stalls. The latter provide for day-round

hot and cold drinks, places for eating (breakfast or lunch) and

3.24, 3.25, 3.26. Coffee-places,
top; mobile merchants, middle; and
food stalls, bottom are three
examples of catering service in the
commercial/light industrial area

16 . . . . - _— s
Rural migrants from the same village or area are likely to reside within a proximity of the same neighborhood or

district. They tend to hang out in particular coffee-places. Derek Hopwood, Egypt: Politics and Society 1945-1981

(London: George Allen & Unwin, 1982), 177.
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smoking17 for both customers and workers. It is no wonder,
therefore, that out of the mutual benefit of these places/activities a set
of patterns of territorial exchange is established and well organized.
In addition to the above-mentioned tools of territorial demarcation,
each of these activities use tools that are necessary for its operation.
For example, chairs and tables are essential to the coffee-place’s
setup; wooden horses, frarhes and works in progress are some the
carpenter’s tdols; while cars under repair are the car-mechanic
workshop’s spatial elements for defining its domain, and the list
goes on for the rest of the professions. The expanding and shrinking
territories of each of these businesses respond to a) the working
hours of each, hence day vs. evening cycle and weekdays vs.
weekend cycles; and b) the need for each according to its customers’
flow rate. It is very common, for example, for a coffee-place waiter
to pull back some of the chairs allowing for an extra space needed
by a new customer coming to the next door workshop. This space
could also be spared for a visitor of the upper floor neighbor. The
most common case, however, is that such space is offered tb the
food stall setup, i.e. tables and chairs, if both activities (coffee-place
and food stall) are not already sharing their furniture according to the

needs of each.

The picture seems so far to be ideal, and far from what could be
described as in conflict. Yet, the dynamics described above are

mostly between members of the same cultural group, the small

17 . . . e . . .
.Smoking tobacco in water-pipes while sitting at coffee-places is a phenomenon the is common in the
‘traditional’ parts of the city, while being increasingly fashionable in the ‘“Westernized’ parts recently.
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businesses’ owners and workers. Moreover, it ‘is important to
mention here that this mutual relationship occurs only within a
particular (physical) circle and not beyond. It is very unlikely for a
workshop owner to give away a space for a customer of a shop in
the parallel street for example or of public building on the corner and
so on. Given the city’s increasing density, and consequehtly the
numbers of vehicles'®, the reservation of parking spaces is among
the major (spatial) issues causing tension between groups in these

informal territories. In almost all cases, at least during working

. hours, cars park in streets other than those in which the errand is

intended. In othef words, and referring to the same example,
customers normally need spaces in aré:as organized by small
business owners for whom such customers are outsiders. Business
owners have no interest in providing such outsiders with a space, so
long as they are not customers/users/residents of the same domain.
This is because such a customer is not part of the already-established
pattern of exchanging spatial territories. On the contrary, shop

owners (and residents) consider him/her as a burden and apparent

pressure on the spatial reserve that they might need in the case of an

unexpected increase in the rate of customers.

If this customer belongs to another cultural group, the one that does
not accept nor acknowledge these informally claimed territories, and
abides instead by civic regulations such as property line, public right

of way, parking signs etc., then conflict is unavoidable. It is hard,

18 See The Aga Khan Award for Architecture, The Expanding Metropolis Coping with the Urban Growth of Cairo

(Singapore: Concept Media Pte Ltd., 1984)



however, to confine the conflict to this particular, although far from
rare, case. Even between the above mentioned members of the same
network, disagreements and conflicts often arise out of the
unresolved relationship between its established mechanisms, i.e.
internal causes, on the one hand and the surrounding institutional
regulations, i.e. external causes, on the other. A traffic police patrol,
for example, may pass by and tow the three rows of parallel parked
cars, waiting for (or under) repair or for other customers. Bribing,
small deals and personal connections are among other reconciliatory

tools for such informal vs. institutional conflict.

To conclude, commercial and light industrial spatial patterﬁs provide
two models of cultural relationship. A positive model is based on the
“established, well-defined and informally organized exchange of
outdoor domains. Most members within the same cultural group
agree upon the set of values and rules governing these patterns. This
includes domains of control on both the micro scale (such as the
space in front of the shop), and those on the macro scale (how far
the mutual reciprocal action extends - a street, for example). A

~ negative model, however, involves the tension that arises between
the informal pattern of exchange on the one hand and the formal,
institutional regulations on the other. It also includes the
confrontation between two cultural groups with their two sets of
values and expectatiqns. This, as I have mentioned above, is due to
the different waves of migration to these areas during the last few
decades. In the case of residential areas, the resulting clash is settled

through the power structure of members belonging to each of the
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cultural groups.

C]

3.27. An attempt to understand of the spatial boundaries and exchange dynamics in a typical commercial/light

industrial street with residential use on top

3.2. Informal Reuse of Open Space

On this level the private and public property domains are less
prevalent than they are in the preceding level. The areas of conflict at
this level do not involve an extension of the individuals’ territory.
Instead, these are areas that are either leftovers of urban
infrastructure, or have a designed use that is no longer valid. In
either cases these areas provide places for potential expansion for
informal use that replaces the original designated function. In the
following examples I will illustrate the informal reuse of public

spaces that are located within the western side of the city.

3.2.1. Green median in city boulevards

Boulevards and green vistas were essential elements of the urban
planning schemes in the western side of post-revolution Cairo,
where some parts of this area were developed based on borrowed
models of planning such as the Garden City. During the post-
colonial phase, in the 1950s and 1960s, formal districts were

originally inhabited by remnants of the bourgeoisie as well as by the

3.28. A typical traffic-generated
median decorated with a water
fountain
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emerging technocrats and upper-middle classes.'® Green medians,
fountains and sculptures are among other features that were
primarily employed for their aesthetic values. The expansion of the
city and its incorporation of informal neighborhoods that had been
located on its peripheries resulted in a condition of immediate
adjacency between two contrasted patterns. Poor communities
lacking sufficient open spaces were set against, and in close

proximity to affluent districts with urban open spaces having formal

“use. The lack of recreational facilities and open spaces in low-

income communities on the fringe areas have created a pressure on
the formal districts urban spaces and infrastructures. Furthermore,
the dissolution of the former sharp boundaries between both
districts, both spatially and culturally, allowed a migration from
informal districts to use these open spaces. Although occupying
these green open areas started as an essential need of the informal
districts’ communities for recreational spaces, it eventually became
an accepted normalized habit to colonize them. The green medians,
in other words, began to serve as an open living room for the
densely populated adjacent informal districts rather than their
originally passive visual intent.

This situation had two consequences. The informal neighborhoods’

communities have changed the purpose, image and configuration of

these originally aesthetic (green) spaces. Ornamental vegetation, 3.29. 3.30. One of the major
boulevards in the western city with

fountains, etc. were incorporated and reshaped to accommodate new a wide green median, top, and the
way it was fenced in response to

pragmatic functions, such as seating, playing, picnicking, etc. informal encroachment, bottom

However, this new use involved large numbers and greater intensity

B See Chapter 1, “Context and Background”, and Chapter 6, “The Post-Revolution City” of this study.
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which caused a non-estimated pedestrian movement to and from
these spaces, and an unavoidable mingling with the vehicular traffic
on both sides. The change in configuration and the traffic hazard
were both considered a threat to the formal districts’ residents. Their
prompt, formal, response was to fence these medians and prevent
any further informal spill over which, allegedly, served to reduce
traffic-hazards. More importantly, however, is the desire of the

‘Higher’ social strata not to allow for further encroachment by the

- ‘Popular’ use, hence culture. An attitude, on the behalf of the ‘High’

culture, that intends to protect and perpetuate its spatial as well as
cultural exclusiveness as I shall discuss in part III of this study. This
battle is far from being over; paradoxically, the more the fencing
takes place, the more the informal encroachment persists. The
insistence of the formal plans to deny the adjacent realities causes
this constant tension and confrontation between the formal and

informal attitudes.

3.2.2. Religious festivities in city squares 0

In addition to the habitual informal reuse of open spaces mentioned
above, a more conspicuous and dramatic pattern takes place in the
considerably larger urban (district-scale) spaces. This pattern is what
could be described as religious festivities through collective rituals.
The spatial manifestations of these popular rituals, which are intense

in the medieval parts, have persisted in most parts of the

3.31, 3.32. A plan and an aerial
view during al-Id prayer of the
Maydan Mustafa Mahmud in the
western city

% For historic reference of these rituals see Boaz Shoshan, Popular Culture in Medieval Cairo (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1993), Chapter 5, 'Popular Culture and High Culture in Medieval Cairo’, 67-78. For
the contemporary manifestation, see Derek Hopwood, Egypt: Politics and Society 1945-1981 (London: George Allen

& Unwin, 1982), Chapter 9, ‘The Life of the People’, 161-164.
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contemporary city as a whole. A clear example is perhaps the
massive celebration of the Al-Id prayer.21 Practiced twice a year,
this ritual is a congregational prayer that usually takes place in every
neighborhood on a fairly moderate scale not far beyond that of the
weekly congregational Friday prayer. Yet, whereas traditionally
there existed a state mosque in which the formal prayer was held,
the modern city has for a long time lost the equivalent city-scale
mosque and its outdoor extension (Saha, plaza). This loss could be
explained by twb factors. Spatially, is the size of the métropolis and
the impracticality of any mosque and space of commensurate size.
From a cultural perspective, the state mosque, such as Al-Azhar, has
lost its role as a cultural, educational and political center since the
secularization of the state institutions started during the nineteenth
century’s modernization programs.

The recent rise of Islamic movements however has revitalized this
ritual on a city scale as it did many other religious practices. The
need for such space, the appropriately scaled mosque not being
available, has therefore regained its legitimacy. The only open
spaces within reach on this urban level in this densely populated city
were the traffic roundabouts, maydans, which were designed for an
entirely different purpose and therefore with function-specific
configurations.

As is the case in the informal reuse of the green median, the users of
these maydans resided in the dense informal neighborhoods

immediately adjacent to the formal districts. An event of such a

21 . . . . . .

The other major event, which has even larger magnitude and hence spatial consequences, is the Mulid, or the
saint’s birthday celebration. Such event however takes place in areas around saints’ tombs and shrines. These
elements do not exist in our study area.
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3.33, 3.34, 3.35, 3.36. The informal settlements to the north and west
of the formal district. Physically segregated by the rail line, top right,
and an irrigation canal, below, accessibility is confined to few crossing
points, bridges and overpasses, above and bottom right

<

R
.
VT* 2N

SATE 4 2 JEn mrtid— e

=

O

o :
i3]
“ne
PN L

e

D
3 >‘(‘ 7 o ot
@
e
"

¥

ey
S AN

e e, 7 T v

7

T
7.‘1‘
e
X’-‘? v
s,

\3
e
SR

33




magnitude and momentum, with its particular time, duration and
orientation usually requires the mobilization and highly orgaﬁized
efforts of its attendants. Starting from the spatial setting, mass
transportation, cleaning and maintenance of the space in addition to
the réquired religious practices on this large scale (publications,
microphones for the sermons, mats, canopies, partitions between
men and women, etc. for the practice itself), these organizing efforts
are carried out by local informal organizations. The only formal

_ contribution, which took place only after the recognizable organizing
success, was the vehicular traffic coordination as well as the security
measures in case of the unpredictable events that may occur after the
prayer.22
On this level the conflict between formal and informal planning and
cultural schemes is manifested not only in the reuse of the urban
space fbr a different purpose, but also in the socio-cultural norms of
both cultural groups, as I will discuss in the next part of the study.
To highlight this point, it is worth mentioning that cultural values
generating this event reside primarily in the communities inhabiting
the adjacent informal districts, namely the lower-middle classes with
traditional or rural origins. Inhabitants of the formal districts,
however, where these urban spaces are located, are predominantly
upper-middle class and less engaged in such practices. For most
members of the latter group, such an event is considered a paid

professional holiday, a chance to travel to their out-of-town resorts.

Leaving their districts behind, open spaces in such deserted

2 Although rarely occur in the Al-Id prayer, riots, mobilized political demonstration sometimes accompanied by
violence have all had precedents in other parts of the city after congregational prayers.
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. residential area are in turn colonized by the’lo'w‘er classes and

: pépular culture groups, who.reu‘se them for recreational and fes‘tival,
activities. The conflict in this case takes a form of avoidance rather
than confrontation as the case in the previous cited examples.
Instead of a traditional clash betWeen two oppo‘s.ing gfoups Having
diffcrent int;:resfs and competing for one spatial é.rena, one could

view this casé as an uriconscious arrangémen_t or agreement. It
allows:bovth groups té use'th>e same space iﬁ different'times_ for
entirély different utilities through_different patterns and according
two their own rules and values. Such a case, althoﬂ_lgh might
exémpliﬁes a fnodel fornco-pre'serice', implies a mutuallny exclusive'
rathgr thah reconciliatory framework. Its non;conﬂicted appearance
hides an essehtially_establi_'shedi socibeconoﬁﬁc and cultﬁra_l tension

_that needs to be addressed.

3.2.3. Social events in local stfeefs '

_ Tﬁe last paftem'of this category defined by the priv_até/public polarity
involves social events taking piace on the street level. Traditionally,
srhall plazas in front of mo'squesvl and other public buildings (sabil,
madrasah, wikalah for example) have océasidnally accommodéted
nof only social events such as weddings and funerals, but alsp
reéreational activities such as children’s playgrounds. They have
also SCI'VCdVaS grpunds for commercial practices as .well as the above
mentiéned réligioﬁs festivities. The modern city, partly because of -

- ts georﬁetrical plan énd trafﬁc réqufrer_nents, lacked fhe'se varioﬁsly
sized urban pockets.-MoreoVer, fhe médem city‘ did not offer a

substitute for such urban/social vehicles. Community halls,
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recreational parks or sports fields were far from being an alternative,
both quantitatively (the need has always exceeded the availability of
land) and qualitatively (as traditional values favored the conducting
of such events within proximity of the family residence). There was
thus no other solution but to use the street level--linear or narrow as
it may be--to accommodate these events.

Both wedding settings and funeral tents cause a major
transformation in the street configuration. They often require traffic
rerouting, temporary structures, including furniture and catering

services, in addition to organizing the events themselves (guests,

band, priest, etc.) It is also culturally preferable, if possible, to have
these settings right in front of the family’s residence, otherwise in
the closest available street. What determine these measures of
suitability are the street width, the possibility of traffic adjustment,
the accessibility to both hosts and guests, and sometimes its
potential for processions. However, if the family’s entire
neighborhood does not allow for such an event because it is spatially
impossible, as in the case of an alleyway that is too narrow or

because of a sewage overflow for example; or culturally improper AR, 341, 242, Weddings s
g pic; y 1mpropetr, of the major events that take place

; ; : ; ; in the street. Top and above are two
such as is the case of celebrating a wedding while a family next-door  yjews of the Se[ﬂng’ and Balomw is &
o n aerial view of the general layout
has a recently deceased member, then another location is selected.




This is often situated in a neighborh'ood of one of the family’s close '

relatives. Although conducting such an event in community halls or

" hotels is very common today, it is still more affordable and, to some

extent, preferab_lé for the lower classes "to organize it in the st_réet, _
espeéially in the :c_ase; of fur_;eral tents.

If the w.hole event is incorporated within a (culturally) homogeneous
neighborhood; then conflict is not a majbr issue. On the contfary,

neighbors take pride in'participa'ting in both the arrangement and

| practices in a communal, reciprocate system either helping out,

~ lending tools and furniture and/or in some cases creating a loan

system. The conflict arises when such evehts are held in, or adjacent

to,a neighborhood populated by different socio-cultural groups,

hence with different values, practices and expectations. Traffic

rerouting is the least inconvenience to be measured as a result of this-

'setting. Noise, smell and dirtiness, or ‘unnecessary’ extravagant
- celebrations are few among other éomplaints made by the lipper

‘middle classes.

It is noteworthy to mention that the abrupt city expansion :toward the

‘wgs't side of the Nile resulted in an engulfing of already-existing

rural settlements, which continued to exist as enclaves. The sharp
contrast between the formal districts and these rural enclaves

amplifies the spatial/cultural conflict as‘a result of these events on the

street because of both districts’ immediate adjacency and thréugh- '

traffic possibility. .

.3.3. Vehicular Traffic “Chaos”

Moving further away from the private domain, the pattern of
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3.43, 3.44, 3.45. A map, bottom left, showing the original villages, now rural en.clave.s in the western city. Above
is a view from within looking towards the adjacent residential towers, and below is a view from these towers to one
of these enclaves




vehicular traffic is the most remote from individual control. The
traffic network is predominantly controlled and maintained by civic
institutions. Traffic engineers and police as well as other municipal
agencies are involved in determining how and when this network is
to be operated. Nonetheless, informal patterns are far from being
absent or inactive. Although their manifestation is not as spatially
fixed, physically permanent nor organizationally personal as the
previously discussed patterns, they have an even stronger impact on

the above formal mechanisms (i.e. institutional systems). There

exists, in other words, a more severe conflict between the formal

) . . . 3.46, 3.47. Traffic jam and mix of
and informal patterns on this level. This can be explained due to the oy [ p—— tjranspomﬁon -

usually described as ‘chaotic’
fact that the public interest, “protected” by formal mechanisms, is
more vulnerable and likely to be impaired (traffic flow for example)
by an informal intervention. The formal and informal mechanisms
are therefore more sensitive to confrontation whenever the latter
cause the slightest interference with the former. Finally, the spatial

patterns and their domains of confrontation included in this level are

primarily taking place in the roadways.

Informal Microbus terminals and frequent stops

Microbuses are a privately owned and locally organized network of
transit systems, which have the least formal intervention in fares,
routes and terminal locations. The municipal authorities have

recently acknowledged the role of this informal system, especially

with the apparent pressure on the public transit system and its

inability to cope with the increasing population - particularly in the

3.48. Fencing the sidewalks to
confine the pedestrian movement

informal settlements on the fringes of the metropolis.
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Within this Microbus system three main issues require exploration,
which exemplify a spontaneous response to the public need. The
first is their frequent, non-systematized stops; the second is the
location of their terminals within the city fabric itself; and the third is
the other end of their routes, the furthest terminals that extend as far

as informal settlements expand.

3.3.1. “Traffic chaos”, a term often used by foreign visitors as well
as some of local upper-middle classes, who could be described as
‘High’ cultural elite®, is a result of a much more complex process
than could be outlined in this study. Moreover, the manners and
modes of behavior involved in trafﬁc‘organization and regulations
require an anthropological methodology lacking in my approach. In
terms of their spatial consequences, however, one could identify
few cases. One of the obvious and tangible phenomena in this
context is the pattern of Microbus stops. It not only impedes the
traffic flow, but is also one of the most successful and convenient
transit systems for the lower and middle classes. A driver’s decision
to stop, picking up or letting off someone, is the one sole measure
upon which the Microbus traffic system is based. Thousands of
small decisions constitute this informal system, and in turn cause a
traffic hazard and frustration on the behalf of the formal system.
Attempts to ‘organize’ and control these frequent stops by the
municipal authority have failed. Most schemes that were developed

to coordinate these stops with the formal public transit system have

2 For further discussion of both the ‘High’ and the ‘Popular’ cultural groups, their definitions, boundaries, agencies
and mutual dynamics see Part III of this study.
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been generally unsuccessful. This is not only for practical reasons
(because of their complex network of routes), but, ironically,
because of the informal relationship developed between these
Microbuses’ drivers on one hand and the traffic police members
(who are predominantly part of the same cultural group) on the
other. It is this informal relationship between the actors, i.e. the
drivers and users of the Microbus system; and the members of
controlling agency that hinders the traffic planning scheme to
accommodate these stops. Such very cultural affinity between
users/drivers and policemen makes the institutional framework more
permeable, hence the term 'chaotic’. From the point of view of
institutional authorities, this ‘chaotic’ system is a clear violation of
the traffic ‘regulations’, whereas drivers and customers of these
Microbuses consider these regulations as a denial of their right and
convenience, and as serving primarily private vehicles. These formal

rules are dispensable to their informal system.

3.3.2. Locations of the Microbus terminals within the city are a
direct response to the actual (informal) needs and the non-planned
nodes of concentrated activities. Formal public transit terminals,
railway stations, governmental buildings, entrances to bridges or
access points to informal settlements with no vehicular accessibility,

public markets, inter-cities (informal) taxi service stops and so on

are among these nodes of activities. What distinguish these nodes

from the formally planned ones are their users. On one hand, nodes 3.49. An example of the
C . . microbuses as a local, informal,
of activities exist that are not served by the informal system because means of public transportation

their users are either car owners or Taxi users, and because the

42




~ customers of the Microbuses are primarily the lower-middle classes.
On the other hand, the city’s formal public transit has a less sensitive
response to the newly emerging or diminishing nodes. Because of
its stagnant bureaucracy, hence the long decision-making process,
as well as the needed economic investment for each rerouting or
extension, the formal system is also less flexible than the informal
one.

Finally, these terminals, although they are a response to a need, are
also a cause for a further concentration of activities around it. These
activities include catering services, such as food stalls, and coffee

| places; commercial activities, such as temporary markets, mobile
merchants; as well as other public facilities, such as public
washrooms of light structure canopies, which are constructed either
informally or formally - after an acknowledgment by municipal
bodies.

Once again, the confrontation between a formal system of a
hierarchy of nodes and focal points based on master planning on the
one hand, and the informal responsive distribution of nodes on the
other, is éstablished and can easily be observed. Several planning
schemes have been approved to demolish or relocate these Microbus
terminals, as they are not in accord with the city’s traffic plan or
zoning strategies. Yet, because of théir remarkable success, these
terminals have persisted and, most of the times forced the formal
bodies to acknowledge their locations and size. Furthermore, formal
authorities were encouraged to reinforce these terminal locations by
means of providing them with public facilities and connecting them

with the muhicipal traffic network.
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3.3.3. The last identified pattern of the informal Microbus system is
its outermost terminals at the city edges. These are real and sensitive
indicators of the organic (informal) urban growth. City planners are
becoming more inclined not only to acknowledge these terminals but
also to rely on their location as a means to measure the urban
expansion within the informal neighborhoods. In this case the
conflict is to be identified between a predetermined Master Plan of
the city fringes, circumscribed for example by a ring road, and the
continuous incremental growth along these Microbus routes,
originally connecting the city to its surrounding nearby villages. The
informal transit system in this case is both a cause and an effect of
the informal process of urban growth. On one hand it responds to
the rural-into-urban transformation, while on the other it encourages
it. In the latter case, it serves as a connecting device by which the
rural fringes of the city are being gradually, and informally
urbanized. Initially neglected or denied but eventually acknowledged
and incorporated in the planning schemes, the city fringes are one of
the major battlefields between the formal and informal mechanisms
of urban growth. The Microbus traffic system is a mediator in

between, both spatially and culturally.

3.4. Summary and Conclusion
The above-identified patterns of spatial conflict can be summarized
into three main public domains with varying relationships between

the private and the public realms, as follows:

3.50, 3.51. Two views of microbus
terminals in the western city
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Domestic (individual level): These are domains that involve the
informal outdoor extension of an indoor private property. Their
spatial patterns include examples such as the occupation of both
sidewalks and portions of roadway - particularly the local and
narrow streets having light traffic and where the impact of such
intervention does not impair major traffic movements (as in the case
of arterial streets, collectors, etc.). In terms of activities, these
patterns are characterized by daily or more regular use, permanent
features of demarcation, direct individual maintenance and
exchangeability of claimed spaces by different groups of immediate

adjacency.

Local (neighborhood community level): On an intermediate level of

public space, these areas are not necessarily a direct extension of
private properties, but rather include domains of both small scale
pockets as well as large urban left-over grounds. They all share a
potential of being informally reused for more responsive functions.
Street medians, major nodes around bridges and access points, local
streets and maydans that are not part of a heavy traffic networks are
among these quasi public spaces, semi attached to private grounds.
Activities are not permanent, but rather periodical, such as seasonal
events, weekly market places, annual religious festivities, etc.
Spatial measures also are not fixed. Mobile or temporary structures
are common features of such tentativeness. Finally, their
maintenance and operation are organized through local (informal or,
when acknowledged, partly formal) groups. They are rarely carried

out through individual efforts.

3.52, 3.53. Open spaces on the
district scale are being informally
used for religious events
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Urban (district community level): This group of patterns includes,

among other activities, the informal traffic organization. Spatially, it

comprises mostly public domains, within which permanent

intervention is almost non-existent for both practical and regulatory

i 3.54. An example of fencing the
reasons. The need to maintain the traffic flow on the non-local level building premige 25:a FospensE 18

necessitates the clearance of any impeding intervention. Cultural informal encroachment
conflict on this level is manifested in the informal traffic norms
rather than permanent spatial features. These norms however create
informal spatial domains that are not planned nor desired by formal
institutions, yet established and successfully operated by local user
groups of the traffic networks. The informal Microbus terminals are
one example which includes all supporting activities and public
facilities created and organized informally.

In terms of spatial claims, demarcation tools and exchange
mechanisms, these measures decrease when moving from the
individual to the urban level. As discussed above, the ability to both
claim and maintain fixed spatial boundaries dissipates on larger
scales due to the more complex economic, legal and institutional

mechanisms involved in establishing such boundaries on both the

neighborhood and city scales.

3.55. A mode of confrontation between two cultural models manifested in the demolition of an informal structure,

seen as illegal intervention, by a government bulldozer
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3.56. A mode of denial manifested in the fencing of a green median in a ‘“Westernized’ district in response to its use
by residents of the adjacent informal neighborhoods

The confrontation arising from spatial (hence cultural) conflict on the
other hand follows a non-linear pattern of change from one scale to
the other. On the individual’s scale, the confrontation is apparent on
a regular basis and is manifested whenever the users and residents
belong to different cultural (not necessarily social) groups. It is also,
understandably, highly manifested on the urban level, as described
within the informal traffic systems. This is due to the necessity to
maintain the formal systems intact and active. The 'violation' of the
forma regulations is more conspicuous to the public. The adaptaion
also involves changes in regulations, and probably economic
investment, which requires approval, hence a more complex
administrative process, on the behalf of the formal/institutional
groups. On the intermediate level of the neighborhood, where
informal mechanisms are being undertaken by groups
(communities), common cultural grounds usually serve as a safety-
valve against conflicts on both the smaller and larger scales.
Neighborhoods of more or less homogeneous cultural groups
maintain a mutual system of social behavior. There exists not only

an acceptance of the neighbors’ right to (informally) use the street
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level in case of social events (as well as daily patterns, such as
children’s play field, or for raising poultry, washing or drying,
etc.), but also an acknowledgment and a sense of social obligation to
participate in these activities. In short, except in cases of the
immediate adjacency of (culturally) conflicting groups residing in a
single neighborhood, confrontation is unlikely to occur in the same
measure as it does on an individual or an urban level. Even in cases

of dispute, it is rarely taken to official (institutional) arbitration.

In each of the above groups of spatial and cultural conflict, two
modes of perceiving realities and socio-cultural values are operating.
The conflict, in other words, is a result of a duality that is yet to be
acknowledged rather than a violation or a non-oder. The constant
attempts by one group (the formal in this case) to subdue the other,
compelling it to operate according to its values and through its
mechanisms have proved to be in vain. The following chapters seek
to understand the bases and historic roots of this cultural conflict; its
dynamics and operating agents, and most importantly, to reach a

model for future action, a reconciliation of this conflict.
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PART II: HISTORICAL SURVEY:
Three Stages of Transition

The following is an analysis and a survey of selected phases of the
history of Cairo. It portrays precedents of and historical evidence for
the study’s main arguments. These being, first, that there existed a
rupture of an indigenous cultural model as a result of the
introduction of a foreign one. Secondly, that an extended process of
assimilation and reconciliation subsequently generated a new
indigenous cultural model. The latter evolved a synthesis of
indigenous and foreign models.

Societies undertaking such a process of reconciliation encounter
different stages of transition. They not only witness periods of
chaos and cultural turmoil, but they also experience states of
‘identity crisis’. In the case of the city of Cairo, the current phase is
such a transitional stage, giving birth to a ‘new indigenous’ model.
Both culturally and spatially, the city is in the gradual process of
indigenous modernization. This hypothesis will be discussed in

detail in Part III of this study.

Here, the time span of the historical survey is bounded by what I
propose as three ‘domains’ of changing paradigms. One domain
starts with a period that preceded the advent of modermnity at the end
of eighteenth century, described here as the Islamic phase, and
which stretches as far back as the seventh century AD. A second
domain entails the early modern period spanning from the end of the

eighteenth century to the mid-twentieth century, described here as

4.1. Cairo map showing the
different layers of urban
developments (Abu-Lughod 1971)
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" the Colontial ph.ase. 'Fi'nally, there is the péripd'since the foundation.

of the national_state in 1952 hntil today, described as the

Contemporary phase. |

| The>analysis involves both sbcial and urban dim'ensiovns associated.
with each phase with an emphasis on the Popular ;emd the Ru}lAing

cultural groupé.

A chaptér is designated for each phase. Each begins with the |
historical context of the major political, social and ecoﬁomic events
during this phase before proceeding to a cultural aﬁd_urban :analllysis.
Sources Whiéh were used to outline the hi'story‘ of éach phése are

limited, and selection was based on their comprehensive approach.

The brief historical narrative is meant to serve as an introduction and

should not be considered as a particular framework for the analysis
to follow.

The remainder of eaéh chapter.takes'up discussion and analysis
based on the study’s main argument - that there exist two societal
grou‘ps embfacing' different cultural models. The materials and
literature in use Were‘selected to support this argument. At thé end of
each phase, ?1 summary of findings is restated, concluding with what
IS regarded as essential to the third part of thé study, the theoretical

model.
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4. THE ISLAMIC (MEDIEVAL) CITY: The Pre-Modern
Phase '

4.1 'Introdu:ct»i(‘)n_
For the purpose of this study, the beginning date of the me(iieval ..
,phaise is not as important as its ending. This is due to my interest in -
the ‘shift’ tliat took place at the end of this phase-;é shift in the
cultural model and its urban rnanifestaiion; Also, I will argue that the
classical dichotomy of Traditional VS: Modern is not ade.quate to the |
de\ielopment ofa comprehensii/e understanding of the transition
between'thev medieval and the colonial city®. It is thus rnost useful to
follow arehronological ap;_iroach, until we discuss different historical

readings of cultural transformation.

The advent of modemity,_wnich is argued to have resulted in a
A -rupture of a continuous, and hitherto intact process of indigenous
. cultural and urban growth, ivas but a. recurrence of preceding
cultural invas_io'ns. In early ISlarruc expansion, for example, a similar
— - - process of confrontation and reconciliation between ‘local’ and
‘foreign; cultures characterized early Muslim towns. ‘Indigenous'i
cultures before the ad_vent of a new eultural model thu.s‘ uvitness asa
shifting event as:seciated with each new cultural péradigrn. In this
chapter and the one ‘to follow T will discuss the qualitative _ehange _
- that occurred while paSsing from the stage pri(')r‘ to the one after rhis

event. Before proceeding into historical events, I will briefly .

* For further discussion of the different dichotomies that attempt to explain both the historical and structural duality
in the last two centuries, see below Part III: “Hypothesis and Conceptual Model.”
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elaborate on this argument.

In the case of ‘shift’ that took place in Cairo with the introduction of
modernity in the late eighteenth century, for example, the
ruler/subject sociopolitical relationship did not dramatically change
in both phases, the one prior and the one after this shift. The
Mamluks®* and the Tujjar/Ulama strata in the medieval phase were
replaced by the Pasha or Khedive, his colonial patrons, and the
intermediate strata of the elite and other minorities. What did change,
however, were the modes of living both groups embraced -- the
paradigm that governs both their epistemological frameworks, their
world view so to speak. Until the end of the eighteenth century, the
rulers and the subjects shared one common cultural paradigm, one
which was developed during eleven centuries, despite their
sociopolitical tension, hence they were both operating within one
indigenous cultural model.*® By the beginning of the nineteenth
century, each group operated within a different paradigm. The ruling
and upper classes, in collaboration with or under the hegemony of
the colonial power, first, adopted for themselves, and then imposed
on other groups, a Western model of modernity. The society at
large, however, continued to operate (although gradually being

modernized at a slower pace) within its indigenous paradigm. This

= Although still nominally the province’s ruler, the Ottoman Wali (governor) had lost by the end of the eighteenth
century most of his power which was virtually in the hand of the rival Mamluks. They were able to replace him if
he did not conform to their interest. See Janet L. Abu-Lughod, Cairo: 1001 Years of the City Victorious (Princeton,
N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1971), Chapter 4: “Decline and Fall,” 37-55.

 The most basic difference between the Mamluk and the European alien elites is that the former, although socially,
racially, and linguistically segregated from the mass, did consider themselves part of the Islamic community, within
which some measures of social control existed. The European elite on the other hand shared no moral bond with the
indigenous population that might have transcended their alien identity and limited the full exercise of their power.
Ibid. Chapter 5: “Heritage from the Medieval City,” 70.
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moment of rupture marked a split of one model into two was the
starting point of their conflict, which is still tangible today.

From that perspective it 1s essential to look at both cultural and urban
developments in the medieval city, and to identify the paradigm that

governed the production of both their values and forms.

4.2. Historical Overview?

In 639 AD the city of al-Fustat was founded as a provincial capital
on the east side of the Nile, inaugurating a new phasebin the
Egyptian medieval history. The site of the army’s encampment was
selected adjacent to the existing city of Babylon, a Roman garrison
city predominantly inhabited by Copts (Egyptian Orthodox |
Christians).”® Located at the southern edge of al-Qahirah (Cairo)
built three centuries later, the new town. was established as the seat
of the governor, the Arab army’s leader, and his accompanying
troops consisting of different tribes.” It was not until the year 969
AD that .the city of Cairo was founded as a royal city for the Fatimid
caliph, succeeding two other provincial capitals of the semi-
autonomous states founded by previous powerful governors and
their dynasties. al-Askar (the Troops) in 750 AD, and al-Qatai (the
Wards) in 868 AD in addition to the original capital of al-Fustat were
eventually incorporated in the city of Cairo’s walls exteﬁded during
the Ayyubid dynasty (1171-1250 AD) to defend the metropolis

against the crusaders’ invasion from the east. Following the

4.2. Arab-Islamic capitals that
preceded Cairo along the eastern
bank of the Nile (AlSayyad 1991)

7 Afaf Lutfi Al-Sayyid Marsot, A Short History of Modern Egypt (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985),

Chapter I: “The Arab Conquest of Egypt,” 1- 25.
® Ibid., 1-3.

» Jamel Akbar, Crisis in the Built Environment; The Case of the Muslim City A Mimar Book (Singapore: Concept

Media Pte Ltd., 1988), 86-88.
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destruction of,Baghdad'ﬁhder the Mongqls in the year 1258 AD, and
“after the fall of the last Abbasid caliph, Cafro, then one of the largést_
_ f Metropolisés in the Mi_ddle East, established>it.se.lf aS the sol'e‘.
‘ political and'cﬁltﬁral capital in thé world of 'Islam_. ThiS in turn
' coiﬁcigied with thé city’s apogee during the Mamluk pén'od which
lasted until its fall undér _thé Oftoma_n conquest in the year 1516 AD.
: Duﬁng this era Caifo acquired its ultimate urban expansion vuntil. the
.n_ine‘téénth céntﬁry’s fnodem’urbanization. Follo;aving the city’s
golden age under the Mrf;mﬂulés, Cairo lost its role as an imperial
- capital and became reduced to a merely,prov.incial one once again
undér the Turkjsh fule, whichv lasted fdr almost t&ee centuries.
_Duril;g that period the city witness¢d égradual decline in size and
furthevi deteribrati_oh of its ihfréstructure.
| Almost three hundred yeafs later, in .1798 AD, Napoleon Bonaparte
leading a French eXpedition, éohquefed Egypt. By introduéing
modernity to medieval Caifo,_he inaugurated a nevahase of the
city’s as well as the nation’s history. This éveﬁt, as p}esénted in the
' following secﬁoné, is'.of much —signiﬁcance.to this study as it mafks |

the end of one civilizational stage and the beginning of a new one..

4.2. Cultural Manifestation of Two Models
~ According to Lépidus,” the population of medieval Muslim cities
“fell_ into three broad classes: the Mamluk military elite which

commanded the armies and administered the staté; the local nobility

" % Jra M Lapidus, “Musllm Urban Society in Mamluk Syrla, in The Islamic City: A lelogumm eds. A.H.

. Hourani and S.M. Stérn, (Oxford: Bruno Cassirer Ltd., 1970), 195-205. Although Lapidus in this article refers to the

. Syrian cities of Damascus and Aleppo, his classification could also be applied on the city of Cairo in the same
period. For more general discussions of his study of medieval Muslim cities see Ira M. Lapidus, Muslim Cmes in - -
the Later Middle Age Student edition (Cambridge: Cambndge Umversxty Press, 1984).
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distinguished by some measure of political power, religious
learning, and wealth included the ‘Ulama’, merchants and .
professionals; and the majority of the populace who possessed none
of the crucial values.”

In support of the same classification, Shoshan, in a study of the
popular culture of medieval Cairo suggests that Cairenes were
divided into four social strata: the Mamluk elite, the scholars -
(‘Ulama’), the economic bourgeoisie, and the commoners.? The
first three and the fourth did not function in isolation from one
another. “They were bound to exert an “osmotic” influence on each
other and to interact in a variety of ways.”* In other words, despite
the existence of the division between “high” and “low” cultures, a
main emphasis of his study is drawn upon a common Cl;ltural
domain consisting of shared practices and meanings: the very links
between high and low cultures.* Conversely, Abu-Lughod in her
study of the socio-urban history of Cairo argues for a “vast and
originally unbridgeable ethnic, economic and social cleavage
between the ruling class on the one hand and the masses and
bourgeoisie on the other ...”* This gap, she continues, was even

wider than other pre-industrial cities.* Despite the reasons one can

4.3. Popular culture in a Suk of the
medieval city

4.4. The Ulama (scholars) in a
learning circle in Al-Azhar mosque

* The ‘amma or common people, according to Lapidus, “included shopkeepers, artisans and social workers with
diverse situations and interests.” What made this group of the population an identifiable entity, he adds, “was the

contrast with the notables...” See Ibid. 195-196.

* Boaz Shoshan, Popular Culture in Medieval Cairo (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993), 3.

* Ibid., 67.
* Ibid., 77-78.
% Janet L. Abu-Lughod, Cairo: 1001 Years of the City Victorious, 69.

** Abu-Lughod argues that “While in most preindustrial cities there was a similar wide gap between the elite and the
masses, the situation in Mamluk Cairo differed in two important respects from the more typical case. First, the elite
was not merely different in degree but in kind: ethnically, linguistically, racially, and culturally. Furthermore, for
hundreds of years it remained a caste rather than a class, because entry was close to indigenous people. Second,
whereas in most preindustrial cities the religious and the secular hierarchies were intimately combined, this was only
superficially true in the Mamluk state where religious offices were either subordinated to the military or exploited as

‘patronage’ and a means of secular control”. Ibid., 70.
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| find for the validity of both arguments, it remains my interest to

investigate the measures of closeness and shared Values between the

two groups according to the views of Lapidus-and Shoshan rather

" than their an1m051ty and further segregatron according to the Abu

Lughod’

In order to substantiate his argument, Shoshan discusses the various

rituals, festivities and ceremonies in Medieval Cairo (apporx. from

- the early Fatirnjd period at the end of the tenth century until the end .

of the Mamluk around the rmddle of the srxteenth century) As

mamfestatlons of both cultures he recognizes a dlstmctron between

- two types of festivals: one generated and (prlmarrly) performed by

the commoners, the sub-cultures, and the second initiated by the

elite, be they ruling strata or other intermediate classes. There

" existed, however, points of ‘cultural intersections’, as he puts it.

Moreover, the common culture eventually had the ‘upper-hand’ in “a

process of cultural flow from the bottom upward” at some point
incorporating the culture of the common into that of the elite.”” The
culture of._,the learned and the rulers not only had to take into
consrderation the culture of the commoners’,they_ sometimes even

“succumbed, unconsciously or even eagerly, to elements of popular

*culture.”

Although it is beyond the scope of this study to discuss all of these

- festivals, I will briefly list both categories as classified by Shoshan.

¥ Boaz Shoshan Popular Culture in Medieval Cairo, 76.
3 Ibid., 70. -
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It should also be noted that some of these social and/or religious
festivals are still being celebrated today, for example al-Id prayer

discussed in Part I of this study.”

4.2.1. Examples of the popular culture in medieval Cairo:

- The Sufi cults and its associated practices were confined to the
‘unlearned’ commoners, and condemned by the ‘learned’ (‘ulama’),
notably among these practices were the Mulid (a sufi Shaykh’s
birthday) and the grave visit.*

- The Nawruz annual festival is the day of the spring equinox on 21
March. Though possibly in its origin a pagan pastoral festival
marking the transition from winter to summer, it is still being
celebrated in modern Iran. Primeval rites of fertility and renewal can
be easily recognized in some of its customs.*

- The grain riots occurred on some occasions of shortage and
excessively high prices. Plundering and looting royal granaries or

Grain Docks were associated with other measures of violence®

4.2.2. Festivals initiated by the ruler and elite

- The ‘procession of the Palanquin’ or al-Mahmal was celebrated by
a camel carrying a richly decorated, normally empty, litter as part of
Egyptian Pilgrimage caravan to Mecca. Street decorations and folk

songs were also part of the ceremony.*

4.5, 4.6. Two manifestations of
spatial patterns of Popular culture
in medieval Cairo which are still
taking place today in the public
space. The Mulid, above, is a
religious procession; and weddings,
below, are one example of social
events

* See above 3.2. “Informal Reuse of Open Space,”; and 3.2.2. “Religious Festivities in City’s Squares.”
“ Sufi Shaykhs , having established their communal authority as religious leaders, felt responsible to mediate
between Egyptian subjects and the Mamluk regime. They were in that respect at least as significant as orthodox

scholars (‘ulama’). Boaz Shoshan, Popular Culture in Medieval Cairo, 21.
4 Ibid., 40-51.
% Ibid., 58-66.
# Ibid., 70-73.
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- The Plenitude of the Nile ceremonies consisted of two parts. The
first was the perfuming with saffron of the Nilometer, in what
appears to have been a ritual of good omen or gratitude. This was
followed by the second part, that is the ‘breaking of the dam’, the
opening of the earthen dam which was annually constructed at the
mouth of the canal to pfevent the water from subsiding before the
Nile attained the level of plenitude.*

- The triumphant procession represented the royal entry of a sultan
or a leading emir or dignitary. Such processions followed successful
campaigns, in which hundreds of heads and slain soldiers or
prisoners in chains could be seen on display in the main streets.*

- Id al-Fitr , the holiday which broke the fast of Ramadan
commenced by a banquet organized by the sultan’s son, during
which he bestowed robes of honor on his personal servants. A
procession through the city gate followed with spectators carrying

candles crowding decorated streets.*

Shoshan concludes “[these] festivals would be turned into an
encounter between rulers and their subjects, and in a more extended
sense, between the culture of the elite and the culture of the people.
This encounter helped to create new cultural processes.”” Each of
these pageants and ceremonial processions, he explains, which took

place in open in the spaces of the city of Cairo,” provided the

“ Ibid., 73-74.
* Ibid.

% Ibid., 75.

7 Ibid., 70.

4.7. The outdoor extension of
prayer outside mosques is a
recurring spatial pattern in both the
medieval and contemporary cities

“ For examples, Midan Arremilah (or Qara midan) at the foot hill of the Citadel, the place in front of Al-Hakim
mosque, outside of the succor (al-Nasr) gate, in market places, or at (Megyass) by the mouth of the canal (Al-Khalij).
For further description of these events see Ibid., Chapter 5: “Popular culture and high culture in medieval Cairo,” 67-

78.
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‘spectétors'(the commoners) with a ;vtcxt’ for ‘reading’, and for their. '
ownj intérpretation andvres.ponse.49 Such gvehts, in éhort, “served as
microcosms of both diversity4and_ unity in culfural terms. Tﬁe elite--
thé producers éf the- events--and the people, their consume?s,' must
havé had different poiﬁts of view. Yet they were participants in |

something which, for a moment, united the city of Cairo.”

In surrﬁnary, “while there,were cultural products which_ ce‘ased to
have high cultural value and were appropriated by the popular
_culture, becoming transformed in the proéess, there also were

popuiar forms which became 'évnhar_lced in cultural value, went up in _ L -

[

the cultural eséalator, and found themselves on the opposite side.
The res'ult-wa,s a_cuitural ‘dialectic of change’; though the dis‘tinction-
popular/elite rémainéd, thé"ihv‘entories‘of each'of these two
subcultures did alter the process.”! This synthesizing cultural
process was also physically man_i.fe.s,t. The popular/rliling duality,
although apparent while new cities were founded, evolved through
an indigenous process of urBah growth that engulfed the two

opposites.

43 Physical Manifes'tsllti‘on
Ctis common to éccasionally encounter an account by a Western
visitor to po_st-coloniAal cities in the developing World, (subh- as Cai;o :
or New Delhi) ,'desc;ribing them as béi-ng"in a state of _fchaos’ or, in zi

more diplomatic way, as having an ‘informal’ pattern or order.? A

% Ibid., 75.
5 Ibid., 76.
st hid. o _ : _ |
2 Anthony McDermott, for example, argues that “[t]raffic jams--not helped by a local innate propensity towards
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pattern that is constantly encroaching upon the existing ‘formal’
fabric, hence is causing an alleged deterioration. It is no surprise to
find that the Western ‘formal’ legacy in urban centers of developing
countries is being nowadays encroached upon by popular forces in
the same manner as the early Muslim towns, founded on antiquity
(Graeco-Roman) models, had encroached upon their ‘regular’ plans
converting them into the ‘tortuous’ streets and organic urban
fabric.” In this section I will argue that it is true on the physical
level, as it was culturally, that two processes of urban growth were
originally separate. Each, following its different mechanisms and
governing patterns of growth, had begun in one end of an urban
dichotomy before they were synthesized. These two patterns were

the formal (royal) fabric, and the spontaneous (indigenous) one. -

4.8, 4.9. Examples of the
encroachment of informal patterns
upon formal urban fabric

Based on a preconceived plan, the royal city was socially exclusive,
probably walled, and closed to public activities.** It followed formal
regular plans and included designated urban quarters for the ruler’s
entourage as well as the army’s constituent tribes. In addition to its
walls and gates, some urban elements were also common to royal

cities such as the palace, the congregational mosque, Kuttahs (urban

anarchy and indiscipline whereby traffic lights and signs are the best viewed as being of an advisory nature--are
legendary. Some have argued this Informal approach towards driving has also developed a natural instinct for self
preservation.” Anthony McDermott, Egypt from Nasser to Mubarak: A Flawed Revolution (New York: Croom
Helm, 1988), 204-205. Emphasis is added.

* “J. Sauvaget has contrasted the regular plan of the ancient cities and the tortuous streets of their Islamic
successors, and showed by suggestive examples how the straight, porticoed streets of antiquity were gradually
encroached upon by shops and houses in the Islamic period, resulting in a new townscape.” S. M. Stern, “The
Constitution of the Islamic City,” in The Islamic City: A Colloguium, 25., quoting J. Sauvaget, “Le plan de
Laodicee-sur-Mer”, Bulletin d’Etudes Orientales, 1934, 88-102, reprinted in Memorial Jean Sauvaget, i, Damascus
1954, 124-5; idem, Alep, 78-9, 104-5. For the tarnsformation of Roman grid-cities into Islamic organic fabric, see
also, Nezar AlSayyad, Cities and Caliphs: On the Genesis of Arab Muslim Urbanism (New York: Greenwood Press,
1991)

* Richard Ettinghuasen and Oleg Grabar, The Art and Architecture of Islam: 650-1250 (Penguin Books Ltd, 1987;

New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 1994), 78.
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quarters), and open spaces or maydans.*> Spontaneous urban
: growth, on the other hénd, isa gradual, incremental, small-action
- process governed by the neighboring residents’ values, and with no

written (although agreed upon) civic regulations.*

‘ In order to follow how the city‘was transformed from on ‘formal’,
geornetric or planned urban pattern, to an organie pattern through an»
‘informal’ process, I will first discuss dlfferent theories of the :
origlns of Islamic cities. Then, I will present some of the attempts to ;

4 decode the process generating the organic fabric, and its underlying
structure. F1nally, I w1ll present few examples of pohtlcal measures
that, through the 01ty s hlstory, helped accelerate the urban synthes1s

of both an imposed fabric and a spontaneous one.

4.4. The Origin of Muslim Cities
_Aecording to A'kbar,f"}the pfocess of formation of Muslim towns in
the early period of Isla_rnic expansion can be classified in terms of

their evolution into two types: “spontaneous” and “created”. The

first type, such as Karbala’, Aleppo, was developed Without_

centralized planning er governmental intervention, while the other

. includes cities and_towns which are founded by the state. The latter

type includes military town camps such as al-Kufah, al-Basrah, al- o i :
: A 4.10. Early Muslim expansion, and

the location of newly founded

provincial capitals in Syria. Iraq and
Egypt (AlSayyad 1991)

. Fustat; fortress towns such as al-Rabat; eapitals or political towns

- such as Baghdad and Cpavi'ro; or princely towns, satisfying the rulerv’s'

s Nezar AlSayyad, Cities and Caliphs: On the Genesis of Arab Muslim Urbamsm (New York: Greenwood Press,
1991), Chapter V: “Planned Capital Cities,” 113-158.
s On the spontaneous process of urban growth see Jamel Akbar, Crisis in the Built Envnronment The Case of the
" Muslim City, Chapter 4: “Growth and Formation of Towns,” 71-92.
s7 Jamel Akbar, Crisis in the Built Environment: The Case of the Muslim City, 82.

61"




desrre to remove hrs residence from the capltal to a nearby site; such 7

as Samarra 8
, AlSayyad’s study of Early Islamic cities, 1dent1ﬁes three different
types or topologies, accordmg to therr orrgms The first type is the
~ early Muslim towns during the- rergn of Rrghtly gulded calrphs till-

A the rmddle of the seventh century. Those were garnson towns

evolved around mrlltary encampments and therefore follow the same

morphology Basrah, Kufah in Iraq and Fustat in Egypt are

examples of the first type Durrng the early Irnperral expansron

namely under the Umayyad,«exrstmg Roman cities were established

‘as provincial capitals. Their centers (namely the church and palace) -

“were remodeled and the residential and commercial fabric was }
gradually transformed. Damascus is the model of that type. The -

third type are the royal cities that were founded during the Abhasid

: starting the second half of the eighth'century. Newly founded cities, ‘

such asBaghdad and Samarrah in Iraq, and later al;Qahjrah (Cairo)
in Egypt were characterized by their strictly'geor'netrical plans and
,royal, exclusive ‘nature.”

From the perspectiye of this study, I will adopt the dual -

" classification of plan_ned Vs. organic, also. adopted by Morris, and -

look at the internal logic and underlying structure of each type.®

4.4.1. The Royal Type.

- Cairo and Baghdad came into existence as a result of a prior -

% Ibid..

1. Masgue

2. Dus ab- Imarah

3. Residdemesid quarters
(Krusas)

4. Evisern Maskes .

5. Suq ebMarbad

4.11, 4.12, 4.13. Three identified
types of Muslim cities: a) garrison
towns, top, such as Basrah, Kufah

“and Fustat; b) Roman cities, above,

such as Damascus; and planined
cities, bottom, such as Baghdad,
Samarrah, and, later Cairo,
(AlSayyad 1991)

* Nezar AlSayyad Cities and Caliphs: On the Genesrs of Arab Muslrm Urbamsm (New York Greenwood Press

1991)

® See A.E. J. Moms History of Urban Fgrm Before the Indusmal Revolutions (England Longman, 1994), Chapter o
1: “The early Cmes,” 1-34; Chapter 3: “Rome and the Emplre,” 55- 91 and Chapter 11: Islamic Cities of the Middle

East ” 365-401.
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‘ conceptionand the individual will of their creators, the caliptis. The

models upo‘n Whi_éh they were established were by no means

indigenous to the rising culture.® Arabia, where Islam originated

had no signiﬁcant urban legacy that could be adopted or even

developed in early Muslim towns. In accordance with this view,

Stern suggests that early Muslim towns were planned based on

-ancient cities having regular, formal plans. Byzantine, andto-a = 4.14. One of the early conceived
' schemes of the Royal city of Cairo,

lesser extent Persian cities, which inherited the Hellenistic then the (AlSayyad 1991)

Roman legacy were the only models that Arabs found when they

conquered therr territories. &

Garrison towns that were founded as provincial capitals in the first
century of Islamic expansion were originally established as army
encampments.* Consisting of different tribes, the main nlanning
‘configuration of these towns waa ba_sically an open central space for
troops-gathering, and where the central nrosques and governor’s'
palace was ro' be'located. Around this eentral space (Mayc‘ian)“, each _
tribe was allocated a certain allotment of land (Khuttah). Both the
size and location of each segment were proportional to the tribe’s

number and significance respectively. Whereas the location and

"o In this context AlSayyad argues that “[i]f Islam is defined as a comprehensive cultural system based on religious
principles, then the physical forms of these cities were not representative of any Islamic building or planning ideals.
This is particularly true if we reject the alleged divine authority claimed by some caliphs. Cities planned by caliphs
for themselves instead of their people should not be considered a proper representation of Islam as a religious or
cultural system. In this sense, the symbolism in the physical form of Cairo or Baghdad is not Islamic and possibly
not Arabic.” Nezar AlSayyad, Cities and Caliphs: On the Genesis of Arab Muslim Urbanism, 150.

% Richard Ettinghuasen and Oleg Grabar, The Art and Architecture of Islam: 650-1250, Chapter 1: *The Rise of
Islam and the Artistic Climate of this Period,” 17-25. )
¢ S. M. Stern, “The Consmutron of the Islamrc Clty,” in The Islamic City: A Colloqurum eds. A H. Hourani and.
S.M. Stern, 25-50.

# Garrison towns, according to Al-Sayyad, were of two main types. “Some like Kufah in Iraq, Fustat in Egypt, and
Qairawan in Tunisia, were Fustats, or mass encampments of makeshifts tent settlements that in time grew into
permanent cities as Arab immigration to them was encouraged " Nezar AlSayyad, Cmes and Caliphs: On the -
Genesis of Arab Muslim Urbamsm 45. . :
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boundaries of each Khuttah were assigned by the city founder (the
army leader and his entourage), its inner planning was up -to the
residing tribe and based on an incremental process of growth as
discussed below.”

Palatial cities were not to be founded in Muslim states until the
emergence of the first dynastic empire, the Umayyad (650-750 AD).
Establishing its imperial seat in Damascus, the Byzantine influence
in Umayyad new cities was not surprising. In addition to provincial
capitals, other resort towns were built during this phase, in which
they maintained this exclusive model. The legacy of royal cities
continued through the subsequent dynasties in different pafts of the
Muslim world.%

In addition to their formal plan; the features that remaiﬁed constant

in these cities were the city walls and gates, the caliph’s palace(s),

the congregational mosque and the central open space (Maydan).

4.15. City-scale open spaces in
medieval Cairo are a result of a

. multiple process of urban growth,
elements continued. (Abu-Lughod, 1971)

Although the arrangement and geometrical plan varied, their urban

The similarities between garrison towns such as Kufah and Basrah
on the one hand and capital cities like Cairo and Baghdad, as
AlSayyad argues, suggest that the former may have been the
prototype of the latter. In terms of their planning, the central location
of the congregational mosque gave way to the royal palace, whereas

the disregard of the stability of the market place and the desire to

% In the case of al-Kufah, as Akabar discusses, The authority did not intervene in assigning the Kittahs or deciding
their boundaries, it would not intervene in the tribe’s internal territorializations. A situation of large Khittahs with
no intervention means complete autonomy for each tribe. Jamel Akbar, Crisis in the Built Environment: The Case

of the Muslim City, 88.

% This is true in the Muslim East, such as in Mesopotemia, Persia and Central Asia; and in the West, such as in
Egypt, North Africa and Spain.

64



boundaries of each Khuttah were assigned by the city founder (the
army leader and his entourage), its inner planning was up to the
residing tribe and based on an incremental process of growth as
discussed below.*

Palatial cities were not to be founded in Muslim states until the
emergence of the first dynastic empire, the Umayyad (650-750 AD).
Establishing its imperial seat in Damascus, the Byzantine influence
in Umayyad new cities was not surprising. In addition to provincial
capitals, other resort towns were built during this phase, in which
they maintained this exclusive model. The legacy of royal cities
continued through the subsequent dynasties in different parts of the
Muslim world

In addition to their formal plan, the features that remained constant

in these cities were the city walls and gates, the caliph’s palace(s),

the congregational mosque and the central open space (Maydan).

4.15. City-scale open spaces in
medieval Cairo are a result of a

. multiple process of urban growth,
elements continued. (Abu-Lughod, 1971)

Although the arrangement and geometrical plan varied, their urban

The similarities between garrison towns such as Kufah and Basrah
on the one hand and capital cities like Cairo and Baghdad, as
AlSayyad argues, suggest that the former may have been the
prototype of the latter. In terms of their planning, the central location
of the congregational mosque gave way to the royal palace, whereas

the disregard of the stability of the market place and the desire to

* In the case of al-Kufah, as Akabar discusses, The authority did not intervene in assigning the Kittahs or deciding
their boundaries, it would not intervene in the tribe’s internal territorializations. A situation of large Khittahs with

no intervention means complete autonomy for each tribe. Jamel Akbar, Crisis in the Built Environment: The Case
of the Muslim City, 88.

“ This is true in the Muslim East, such as in Mesopotemia, Persia and Central Asia; and in the West, such as in
Egypt, North Africa and Spain.
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limit the general public’s access to the city continued to be evident in

both types.”

4.5. The Organic City and the Process of Incremental
Urban Growth

Either in the originally formal cities, or in cities that were entirely
products of informal forces, this incremental process of urban
growth has always been active in Muslim cities. In fact, as Akabr
argues, it is the true indigenous process of producing their built
environment.® As an example of the former case, Baghdad like
other royal Islamic city, gradually changed as a result of the actions
of its residents. Kufah, as an example of the latter, was developed
mainly by residents, not by a centralized authority.* In order to
understand how this process operated I will dwell on Akbar’s
extensive study of the informal mechanisms that govern the physical
environment in Muslim cities. I will borrow many of his terms and

use them freely to structure my argument.

According to Akbar, the morphology of towns in the early Islamic
period was formed by small-scale decisions of the residents. The
users occupied properties that formed lanes and dead-end streets; the
streets were formed by quarters, boundaries, and so on.”
Intervention by authority was minimal, and the town’s growth was

managed by expanding parties, who, in the case of dispute, were

4.16. A typical example of the
urban fabric in an Arab-Islamic city
as a result of an incremental process
of urban growth, (Hakim 1986)

¢” Nezar AlSayyad, Cities and Caliphs: On the Genesis of Arab Muslim Urbanism,150-151.

* Akbar argues that “The organic fabric of the Muslim traditional environment is the outcome of many small
decisions made by nigh parties which used, controlled and owned properties”. Jamel Akbar, Crisis in the Built

Environment: The Case of the Muslim City, 92.
® Ibid., 92.

™ Ibid., 89.
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" forced to communicate. The principles were not codified and were
. open to interpretation. Privately owned properties wgfe totally

- autonomous with respect to other private properties. As with

[interventions égainst' publicly owned property, the same can be said,

with few exceptions, in cases of public need with compensation.

" The principles of damage demonstrate that property rights were ﬁot -
violated, and concerned parties were not sﬁbject to regulations. The
tradi;idnal principles resulted Ain autonomous s&nthésis.”

It_bis perhaps ironic thaf Roman law, which emphasizéd private .

‘property rights, should haye been so‘Amuch more succevssfu.l ifx

| preserving the sanctity of the publi(‘:.ways than Islamic law which

emphasiied"the public and communal rights over lahd and state |

‘domains and trusteeship over freehold tenure. Whereas Western law

sought to prohibit all encroachments upon public ways, except
where specifically exempted, the law in Islamic cities tended to
permit encroachments, e_xcept when these were judged to interfere

with the rights of others.”

4.6.1. The Cellular Unit Khuttah/Harah "
One .important term of planning in Muslim cities is the Khuttah as
~ the main urban unit. It could be defined asa quarter or a sector

allocated to and inhabited by a group with common tribal, religious,

ethnic, occupational characteristics, or 4 combination of thém. Akbar -

defines it as is the territorialization of a segment of the city fabric,”

either allocated by the founder of the city in the Created,type or

7 Ibid.., 106.
7 Ibid., 68.

Phases

4.17. One of the attempts to decode’
the process of incremental urban
growth in Islamic cities, (Akbar
1988)

” For different terminologies and linguistic origins of the Khittah on the one hand, and 1he difference between what

khittah is (terrmonalnzmg) and what Igta is (allotment), see Ibid., 82-84.
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claimed by one group in the spontaneous one.

- Khuttah is tieﬁned as a constituent urban unit while the city is

) evolving, the hctrah, on the other hand, can be identiﬁed as a
physioal; social and economic unit. The affinity between both terms
suggests their connotation of the same cellular unit. Physically, a

harah (sing.) is a subsection of a city.' Having only lirruted access,

usually through a street termmatmg in an open square it is equipped -

wrth walls and gates which can be closed at night and bamcaded

- completely during times of crisis. Socially, the harah is a group of
persons usually deﬁnetl by ethnicf'and./or occupation.al eharacteristics
as well as by vicinal ties, and segregated physically and sociaily
from other subgroups of the city. Pohtrcally, it is often a unit of

’ -adrrumstratlon and control.™

By using either 'terms, Khuttah or Hdrah, Muslim cities were_v
found_ed, and continued to operate through a cellular-unit sj}stem;

This applies to not only the physical-fabric of the city but the social

and administrative ones as well. Each cellular unit was inhabited by

individuals having certain measures of commonalty, a community.

They shared cultural and economic bases, physical boundaries and |

were administered by an appointed member, or shaykh al-harah. In

cases of civic, economic and legal disputes, he was responsible for

- mediating between the authority and its subject, in both directions.75 '

To a large extent one sees a parallel between the decline of the
shaykh of the guilds and the shaykh al-harah. Each played an

essential role in the cellular social system. But, as this eellular

" 7 Janet L. Abu-Lughod, Cairo: 1001 Years of the City Victorious , 24.

(25 .

4.18. Residential quarters,Khuttahs,
were initially allocated to different

- tribal and ethnic groups. The central
- space was reserved to the Caliph’s
* palace, military plaza and the-

congregational mosque, (AlSayyad

1991)

7 The masculine pronoun is consciously employed here, for Shaykh in Arabic means an elderly man, and, in other
contexts, a pious person.-a religious leader, and a chief (of a guild, a gang, or a group of scholars). All definitions in

Arabic are associated with the masculine gender.
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: 'c;rganization of the 'p're—m_odem period gradually gave wéy toa
: .widening nietwork of direct municipal administration, thei'rv
: fﬁﬁctional value»dec_lined. They h‘ad formerly been indispéhsable
ﬁﬂd&lémen; their role bevé.ame less and less crucial aé the city
’c.ha_nged erm_ an organization. of communal cells to an Organization

of individual cells.’

' 4._6.2. Elements of Buiit Environmént
. Such complex urban fabric is a result of the concept of damage,
according to Akbar, among neighboring parties. In the public realm
Within each residential quarter (Khuttah), the interaction between
cor.nmunitiy’members took pléce in particulér spatial ddméins; They

are on the one hand a product of the incremental process of growth,

and on the other the arena in which these ‘informal’ measures took

place. Akbar identifies four majbr spatial elements. “The Fina, the
o ' 2 i
L SN

kD

public space, the Hima and the dead-end street are elements of the

built environment resulting from an autonomous synthesis”, or from

a spontaneous-process of development.” A brief description of each .

- is presented below. - | : o 4.19, 4.20. Examples of
' ' . : o o neighborhood-scale open spaces
‘The Fina is defined as the space on the street abutting a property, - medieval Cairo that survived today

used exclﬁsively by the residents of that abuttihg property. The
: resident of the propérty does not. own the F ina,'although s/he
controls it, uses it, and on it rﬁay establish el_cmehts for demarcation
B (sitting benches or sheds etc.,). As.long as it dbe§ not cause any |

harm to passers-by or determinant to public benefit, and s/he may

7 Ibid.
7 Jamel Akbar, Crisis in the Built Environment: The Case of the Muslim City, 128.




also prevent othérs from using it
Public spaces were owned by Mhslinis éollectively and controlled

by them accordihg to certain brinciples. The principle of objecfion

and passers-by, in practice, implies that cc_)htrol is limited to those

-who use Such paths constantly. The susceptibility of such spaces

meant that the morphology was basically determined by resolutions ' o fewshor

between the actions and the obj.ecti(')né. The st.reet‘chan'ged over time
' thfough uéer_s’ action from an ill-defined to a well-de_:ﬁned férm. |
Deéisions‘ regardiﬁg public spaces WCfe made from the bbitom up
Public spaces were basically the result of an accretion of decisions
deterrrlined by priorityship, which regulated and ordéréd'thé |

relationship between parties.”

Hima is an urban element defined as the protection of a piece of land

from being revived or owned exclusively by individuals so that it 4.21. The principle of damage
- o . : ' o - between neighbors as'a social
can be owned and used collectively by a group of people.® measure shaping the physical
) o : ' " environment in the medieval city,
Dead-end street, regardless of its evolution, was regarded asa (Akbar 1988)

private property shared by abutting residents who had éccess to it.
Any action within the dead-end street was judged thro;igh the

agreements and not on the principle of damage.*

4.7. Political Decisions helping Urba'nl S.ynthesis‘

As historical evidence illustrates, the initial duality of formal vs.
spontaneous proceséés of urban growth has giveh way to an. '
eventual submission of the former to the latter. Rather than a mere

replacement of a geometric by an organic form, the two opposed

® Ibid., 107. :
? Ibid., 123-124. . . N
% Ibid.
 Ibid., 127.
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péttems of urban -g_ronh had feached a ‘point-of intersectioh’ ét

- which the pdpular process prevailed.” In addition to founcii’ng new
cities or quarters; some political decisions have also motivated the
above synthesis, and cbntributed to an evdlving indigenou”sAfabric':,

~ which en_gﬁlfed both its constitucnt-s.‘ Some measures were initiated
by the state, while others were responses by thé public. If the |
ére_seﬁted models of the origin of Islamic citie§ establish the two

~ ends of the medieval City’s -duai urban structure, the following ,
measures may provide some ihsighté as how urban péliéies could
help attain an urban synthesis. I will'brieﬂy summarizé some of

these measures.

- State i.nterventiAoﬁ‘in the urban fabric, by either démoli.shing' or
relocating parts of the cify, was a major stimulus. Some rulers
aesired to establish their own architectufal or urbanl clusterS' asa
means to'a‘s'sext-thevir aufhority. As in the coinage or thevmenti‘oning
of the calip'h’s name in fhé Friday sermon, architectural complexes |
~were deﬁnité signs of political authority. These complexes included‘
»public buildings éuch as Madrasdh, thnqah; Sabil—Kuttab,
B'imaristén or Wikalah, and were either separate entities or a.ttaichiedl
t_d the Friaay mosques. Their loéation.and construction, as part of -
“urban r_en&»val prOgrérns, réqhired s'urg'iéal .inc‘isions in the city’s
evqlving fabri(':,'henice ardirect confrontation between the two
models. . |
- The ;rise of popuiatioh withih» the city was another factor

“accelerating change, which resulted from either an increase of

¥ Borrowing the term from Boaz Shoshan, Popular Culture in Medieval Cairo , 76.
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immigration or a decrease in the death rate. Both were direct
consequences of the city’s wealth, yet caused a pressing neéd for
housing and urban densification. In the case of Cairo, the city’s
population continued to increase during the Ayyubid and early
Mamluk reaching its apogee during the rein of al-Nasir Mohammed
Ibn Qalawun.*

- Opening of the city to the public usually resulted from a constant
expansion beyond its existing walls and/or emerging needs for
defense. In addition to its immediate effects on the city’s image, this
political decision led to cultural and urban consequences that
surpassed its pragmatic functions. It resulted in breaking the cultural
and physical exclusiveness of the different societal groups, and in
the long-term identity of the city. In Cairo, responding t6 the need to
consolidate the city’s as well as its suburbs’ defense, the Ayyubid
dynasty decided to open the Fatimid gates and incorporate the
expanding Cairo into one large walled metropolis. An act that for the
first time allowed the populace and its culture to participate in the

hitherto royal city.

4.8. Conclusion
This part of the study begins with two different processes of urban

growth and concludes at a synthesis of both. The configuration of

the formal planning process, although varied in different of Muslim

cities, their common reason d'étre could still be identified as a 4.22. Medieval Cairo, the overall
urban fabric and street network in

the the process of transformation
from a royal, formal, city to an
organic one, (AlSayyad 1991)

physical manifestation of political authority. These formal plans

¥ Janet L. Abu-Lughod, Cairo: 1001 Years of the City Victorious, Chapter 3: “Ascent to Medieval Capital, 1170-
1340,” 27-36.

71



proceeded through either extending an existing city, remodelingi
parts of it to build anew royal urban complek or by simply
abandonmg the exrsted c1ty and founding a new one. ThlS process
continued to be active so long as the successrve rulers were able (in
terms of both financial capacrty of the state as well as of the duration
of thelr reigns) to establish new fonnal plans |
The mformal process of urban growth on the other hand, although it
; occasmnally resulted in creating new towns, has constantly '
_transformed the structure of royal cities through a gradual
e_ncroachme'nt upon the'formal fabric. The minor-decision process of
‘ development within both residential and commercial parts of the city

is based on the autonomous synthesis of private property: Entirely

_ independent of central regulations by the civic authority, this procéss

s controlled by the neighbors for beneﬁt and damage compensation.
" The public domain was thus a result of the constant len'croachments,
by private actions a_nd,' ex_cept for occasional authority int'ervention,'
~ was determined by the public right of way.

Of the above p_rocesses.of urban grow‘th,'one could reflect on the -
vcity today through two main points. First, the forces by which the |
~ built environment was cr_eated or transformed are still active in the
»modern city of _Cairo. Today, however, these forces are operating '
within different political municipal and _|ur1dical mechanisms. The
~ principle of damage, al-muhtaszb and Shaykh al-harah , for
example, which had once govemed encroachment upon public -

- spaces are now being controlled by modern Civ_ic regulations. The
informal, un-codiﬁed, principles are today being replaced byan '

- institutional framework for urban regulation, resulting in a
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confrontation and frustration of both parties: the local indigenous

forces and the institutional formal ones. It may not be difficult for a

passer-by in today s Calro to 1dent1fy the pattems of approprlatmg
the public, or semi-public, space by users in almost the same
structure descrlbed by Akbar in the medieval city. For example

| 'outdoor extensions of shops and coffee- places descrrbed in the Part
a8 bear an astonlshmg resemblance to the concept of Fina in terms
of control, tools of demarcatron sense of responsrbrhty and
prmcxple of damage | |

- The second relevant pomt to planners today is the concept of the
nelghborhood community as an active socroeconormc unit living

-within a particular physical boundary in the city. This notion of a

cellular urban unit, traditionally called the Harah or the Khuttah,'is -

not remote to current neighborhoods, even in some ‘modern’ parts
of Cairo. The previous discussion of the social and.religious events
* in the street,* namely weddings and funeral tents, supports my |
argument of a continuous tradition of participation and shared
'responsrbrlltles among nerghbors despite thelr hvmg ina rather
alienating physical envrronment While the cellular unit in the
medieval city reflected and responde_d to the economic, socral, '
. administratiye needs of the.community, the introduction'of the
modern framework _has not only fragmented these dlfferent facets,
.but also reduced,this unit from the neighborhood (cbmmunity)'level

to the individual (citizen) one. -

“ See above Part I of this study: 3.2. Informal Reuse of Open Space.

4.23. The formal plan
supenmposed on the later developed
organic fabric Caliph’s palace and
central space, (AlSayyad 1991)

85 As concluded from the previous chapter, the.apparent duallty of ruler/popular cultures i in the beginning of the
Islamic phase was eventually merged together developing a ‘new indigenous’ model embraced by the whole socnety at

the end of this phase. See above Chapter 4: “The Islamic City.”
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o The'médieval history of Cairo presents evidence that the informal
g_radual encroachment upoﬁ formal fabric has é.lways prevailed. ‘
Poli_tiéal c_iecisions and .in.sti.tl.lti(jnal r:eguiations may‘hevlp or hinder
the acceleration of an Lirban synt_heéis, but they have always
prévided ffamewérks for interaction between the twd procclsse.s.

‘The lessons to be learned from medieval Cairo wﬂl be further

discussed in the conceptual model, part III of this Stﬁdy.




5. THE COLONIAL CITY: The Early Modern Phase

| S, 1 Introductlon
In the last chapter I identified the origin of the mdigenous process of
| 'urban growth, which, despite the original formal plans of the c-ity_
' and until the advent of the modernity, had predominantly generated -
the city’s fabric.® Similarly, in this chapter I vv_ill.explore the origin
- of the European model of urban development which was int‘rodu'ced.
into the city of Cairo in the nineteenth century, yet had evolved'in
' Europe in the preceding centuries.’I will confine my stiidy to
eighteenth and the nineteenth century Paris in addition to.a few v,
modern planningtheories from England that were implemented _in .

‘Cairo, such as the Garden City' model'.p

Despite their elusiveness, some controversial terrns such as.
Colonialism and Cultural Irnperialisni are essential for this study, .

'_ and their deﬁnitions must be examined. References used here are not
comprehenswe They should not be considered as the only |
interpretations of such terms. Through the study of the varymg

. colonial pohcies, both culturally and physrcally, I will empha312e the

. inconsistent approaches involved in these policies'to acquiring their ‘

" cultural dominance. Approaches that have both.reﬂected th_e_ varying
political (strategic) priorities, and corresponded to the changing

perceptions of how to.best exploit t_heir' colonies. H

Finally, this part concludes by identifying two distinct societal

8 As concluded from the previous chapter, the apparent duality of ruler/popul‘ar cultures in the beginning of the
Islamic phase was eventually merged together developing a ‘new indigenous’ model embraced by the whole socrety at .
_the end of this phase See above Chapter 4: “The Islamic City :
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groups, their respective cultural models and consequent urban
schemes: The apparent polarization concluded from this section is
deliberately emphasized, and is seen as necessary to substantiate the

theofetical model of cultural change in Part III of this study.

Before starting my analysis, a brief historic review will outline the

scope and chronological boundaties of this phase.

5.2 Historic Overview

.In the year '1798 AD, Nap_oleon Bonaparte led_a_Campaign to Egypt - /M s "
-aiming to control the trade route to the Orient through the blocking \[\I,’ AN ({

up of., the Middle Eastern connection against his colonial dval at that ' o *,{ ?/

time the British'Empire. It is true that the FrenCh ztrrived ih Egypt as | Y / N .
conquerors and colomzers but they also brought w1th them : ) ; y e :; _
'enhghtenment thoughts sciences and technology of the Modem ‘ \ t e k.\—\ﬁ
world developed in Europe during the preceding few centuries. _*__‘ ;E’E_ __“:: o

. ’ 86 - . . ‘ - .
They also came, as Said argues,* with preconceived ideas and a pre- 5.1. The European city built to the

) ] ) a west of the existing medieval core
constructed image about the Orient. Sources behind this construct * . in 1867, (Abu-Lughod 1971)

= were primarily textual, and were derived from either classical

" literature about thel Orient or European ttavelers’ accounts.

" Such encounter between both cultures the Egyptlan and the French,
orina general sense the ‘local’ and the “foreign’ was documented in

_ several accounts. Chleﬂy among them is the Al- Jabarti Chromcle an' .
Egyptlan historian who Wltnessed this event and prov1ded from a

local perspective, a descriptive testlmony of how the two -worlds, or

% Edward W. Said, Orientalism (New York: Vintage Books, _1979), chapter_ 1: “The Scope of Orientalism,” 31-110.
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phradigms, had co.llide_d', ahd réceived e‘ach other.”” This encounter,
as we will see, was not juSt a mingling between--or hybri(.iiAzation
of--two ‘different’ civilizations as it would have occurre_d through a
“cultural veﬁ.(change process accompanying»'trade caravans for
example. It was an encounter bétween two ‘unbalanced’ cdlthrai
models. The ﬁrst .model-was ih its zenith present.t‘o politically rule
and culturally do'min‘ate,.rr»lobilized however with rhetorical
justiﬁéatiorrs‘of.r:oloriization as ex‘pressed in its missiorrary rhle to
‘civilize’. Meanwhile, the other, accordingly subbrdinate, model

. was in a state of decay after at least three centuries of economic and
polmcal deterloratlon B A c1v111zat10nal and a cultural, hlerarchy was
therefore establrshed that the economic, technologrcal and nnhtary
gaps had by this moment reached _thelr highest rnamfestatlon. The .

_ superiOr/inferidr structure suddenly became a culturally con‘structeld
reality causing the newly 'arrived (imported) model to be cdnsidergd
by the Iocal one as the ‘only; ideal in order to overcome its perceived

inferiority.*

The disastrous destruction of Napoleon’s fleet in Alexandria marked

the end of the brief, yet extremely éigniﬁcant, French expedition.

* Some historians argue that the French expedition was not an encounter of two worlds unfamiliar with each others
as usually described. The trade between the rujjar in Cairo and Alexandria from the one hand and other European ports |
from the other has been-for a long time established. In fact, as others argue, it is the protection of the French ‘
merchants, and other European minorities, that the French found their excuse to inaugurate their campaign. For such
argument see Janet L. Abu- -Lughod, Before European Hegemony: The World System A.D, 1250-1350 (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1989); and also Afaf Lutfi Al-Sayyid Marsot, Egvm in the Reign of Muhammad Ali
(Cambridge: Cambrldge Umver51ty Press,. 1984)

% By ‘decay’ I refer to the economic and technological, rather than the cultural condmons at the end of the elghteenth
century. The Portuguese navigation around Africa had, since three centuries before, drastrcally reduced the 1mponance‘
of Egypt as trade cross-route between the East and Europe.

* For the responses to this perceived inferiority or, and the initial attempts of modermzatlon in early nineteenth-
century Cairo, see for example Henry Dodwell, The Founder of Modern Egypt: A study of Muhammad *Ali, 2nd ed.
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1967); and Pierre Crabites, Ismail: The Maligned Khedive (London:
George Routledge and Sons, Ltd., 1933).
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Shortly after his defeat, and fol]owing the desperate attempts to

negotiate with the British and the Ottoman empires, pléading fora
non humiliating retreat of his troops, N_apoleon, disguised, went

back to France leaving behind the whole campaign, led by two of

“his successors.*

The void left after the expedition had ended was soon filled up by an

‘intelligent and most powerful Mumluk of that time; Mohammed Ali.

Soon receiving the Ottoman sultan’s ackn6wledgment, the new Wali

and his offspring established a dynasfy that was to rule for the

coming cehtu‘ry and half. Under the reign of this monarchy, Egypt . .
witnessed both implicit and the explicit colonial phases, vafying
from nominal (protectorate) to virtual colonization. Despite the

c'onsta'nt tension between the British, the monarchy and the frequent

“nationalists” movements, Mohammed Ali’s dynasty continued to .

rule, embracing :the European niodel as ‘the’ way to modernize the 7
country.” We will confine our historical boundaries to thé reign. of
Mohammed Ali’s dynasty, Which was temﬁﬁated by the i}ational
revolutio’n‘ and the collapse of mo‘na‘rvchyv in the year 1952, Where this

chapter ends and the next one will start.

5.3. Characteristics of French Colonial Cities:

- % Kleper, the first succes.sor, an aggressive firm ruler who was resented by the Cairene, did not last for long, and was
. assassinated by a local after a brief reign. Mino was a milder leader who had a sympathy for Egyptians, and, as a

means to become closer to the Cairenes, according to some amounts, he married an Egyptian women and converted

to Islam. For detailed events of during both their ruling periods, see Samuel Moreh, Trans., Napoleon in Egypt; Al-

Jabarti’s Chronicle of the French Occupation, 1798 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993).
*' The plans of Khedive Ismail, the grandson of Muhammad Ali, to modernize Egypt is extensively described in
many sources. For the general history of his reign, see Afaf Lutfi Al-Sayyid Marsot, A Short History of Modern

Egypt (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985), chapter 4: “The beginning of the state system,” 54-81; for

E the purpose of urban transformation and cultural change, see Janet L. Abu-Lughod, Cairo: 1001 Years of the City

Victorious (Princeton, N.J .; Princeton University Press, 1971), Part II: “The Modern Era”; and for the institutional
change in the same period, see Timothy Mitchell, Colonising Egypt (Cairo: The American University in Cairo
Press, 1989). . ] : '
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‘Motives behind colonization arev‘ not hiddéri and ne}_eds berhaps, no |
sparccvi‘n tﬁis»study.‘T.h‘e colonial urbanism was only one déviéé
"‘vamong otheré to Consblidate colo'nialvpower one the oné hand and to
represent 'ité domi»nance on the other. The colonial policies were

' ﬁeverfheless inconsistent ;md thus their associated urbaniiation_ .
schemes varied as .well_. In the follr)wing section I. will discuss the
(iifférent mori\rétions', hence pol‘icies behind colonial urban"ism. My
goal is to show that the colbnial phase had created a two-world

legacy on both the urban and the cultural levels.

'5.3.1. The Colonial World Order

In AlSayyad s study of colomal urbamsm two general motivations
for colomahsm are 1dent1ﬁed one self-seekmg, and the other llberal
and beneﬁcent.}_The former is concerned with the extraction of
"TESOUrces tc')‘ improve 6ne’s own condition at the eXpe’r'lse‘ of oth'ers;-
thév latter operates on the premise that there is an ethical '

- respdnsibility to dominate in orde_r to assist.”.

Said’s classical definition of Oriéntalism ié perhaps in this context
unavoidable. His study of Gustave von Grunebaum,é3 the father éf
_Oriéntal_ism, r_e,vealslthe European tendency to assign m¢anings
based not on study but on ‘inherént l?g._seé’ b‘et(&een a rich, complex,
human Christianity and a holistic, ahti-human; _arrd uncreative .

‘other’.**

> Nezar AlSayyad, “Urbanism and the Dominance Equation: Reflection on Colonialism and National Equation,”
Forms of Dominance: On Architecture and Urbanism of the Colonial Entemnse ed. Nezar AlSayyad (Aldershot
Brookfield, Vt.: Averbury, 1992), 6. :
. % The Orientalist stage, Said argues, “becomes a system of moral and eplstemologxcal rigor. As a discipline
" representing institutionalized Western knowledge of the Orient, Orientalism thus comes to exert a three- way force,

on the Orient, on the Orientalist, and on the Western ‘consumers’ of Orientalism.”Edward W. Said, Orientalism, 67.

]t is also important to note here that this established dlchotomy between the ‘self and the ‘other’, which we have
already mentioned before, is one of the fundamental bases of the Modern paradigm. ‘ :
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Tho rrotion was t}rat the people of the colonies were at an early stage .
of historical dovelopment, 'hence the need for dominance to.wipe out
and rew‘rite".histor}'l.v.?5 Dorrrinanée, in the Sphere of urban form as
“the esta‘olishmont and maintenance, for an extended time, of rule

_ oVer an alien people that is separate zrnd subordinate to the ruling
power.”* | | |
King idéntiﬁes.three main characteristics of colorrial-citres: 1) that

. power (econ.omic, politrcal and social) is prirrcipally on the hand of a
non-indigenous rm'norrty; 2)'thot this minority is supério_r ih terms of

- military, technologrcal and economic resources; and 3) tlrat the
colonized majority are rarcially (or ethnically),‘cuvlturally, and

_religiously different from the:'colonizers.97

5.3.2. Twov Phases of Colonial ﬁolicies

In her study of tradmonal’ cities under French Colonial dommance
Hamadeh argues that one can drstmgursh two d1fferent polrc1es of
colonial rulmg These two polrtrcal rulmg strategies of power were
reﬂected in the urbamzatlon of colonial caprtals (state and
provincial): the one of assimilation and the other of assocration.98
Based on Homadeh’s view as well as on Wright’s study of the |
polrcies of French Colonial urbanism;* I will oi'scoss the two

colonial policies in context of my main structural relationship

% Nezar AlSayyad, “Urbamsm and the Dominance Equatlon Reﬂecuon on Colonialism and Nauonal Equatlon in -
Forms of Dominance: On Architecture and Urbanism of the Colonial Enterprise, ed. Nezar AlSayyad 3.
% Ibid., 4. Quoting Emmerson (1968)
7 Ibid. Quoung King in Anthony King, Colonial Urban Develonment Culture Social Power and Environment
_ (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul Ltd, 1976). :
* Shirine Hamadeh, “Creating the Traditional City: A French Prolect ”in Forms of Dommance On Archltecture and
" Urbanism of the Colonial Enterprise, ed. Nezar AlSayyad (Aldershot; Brookfield, Vt.: Averbury, 1992), 241-259.
b Gwendolyn Wright, The Politics of Design in French Colonial Urbanism (Chlcago The University of Chicago
" Press, 1991), 301-313. :
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“ between two cultural groups, the Ruling and the Pop_lilar.

- The process of assimilation, Hamadeh explains, was a colonial ideal

that the colonies were an integral part of the irnperial state and their
subjects'were its citizens; After the French revolution, eighteenth—
century enlightenment thought and the principles ot human equality
and freedom were established, and the colonization was justified as -
a rnission to civilize and thus to assimilate the backward} Orientt

In terms of urbanization, assirnilation rneant eradicating the existed
‘non-functional’ socio-physical environment and irnplanting anew

~ and modern society. ‘Haussm'annization’ ‘was undertakenhy ‘
Awlidening streets, dernolition of buildings to create thoroughfares for
reasons of health, trafﬁc, and rnilitary control. This process; not
particular to Cairo, involvedi radical intervention in the medieval city
that it could be described as a ‘surgical incision’. In terms of the
ar_chitecture of the newly constructed official buildings in the
colonies, the principles of monumenitality and axiality, which were
dominant at that time in the Ecole de Beaux Art in Paris, were

adopted in the so called ‘style of the Conqueror’.‘_""

The second phase of colonization, which is of association, was

characterized by the sophisticated rhetoric of protection, =

“cooperation, and preservation. It required instead that the social and

cultural identity of the indi genous population be acknowledged. A
new style was introduced, ‘the style of the Protector_’, which Called

for the preservation of native identity from foreign intrusion, or even

% 1bid., 244-245.
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influence."” These new values of architecture and planning were
meant to be understood as preserving the natives’ cultural identity.
In reality, what was achieved is a change in the colonizing image.
According to Hamadeh, “[t]he three fundamental policies of the
association phase were a) the preservation of the existing quarters of
the medieval city, b) the reconstruction of its architecture patrimony,
énd c) the Arabization of the new architecture.”'®

The need to defuse the rise of local opposition was the main motive
behind the change in policy from the one of assimilation to that of
association. And because the “visual culture (hence architecture and
urbanism) was ...the most accessible signs of the colonial policies.
It thus became essential to change into a more indirect and invisible
form of dominance.”" I should emphasize here that thc;, policy of

association on urban level provides an evidence of effect from the

‘local’, culturally subordinate Popular group on the colonial power,
y p group p 5.2. An ‘Arabized’ architectural

character was developed in the
newly founded European districts,
(Abu-Lughod 1971)

and hence the ‘high’ culture of Ruling group.

5.3.3. Two Cities, Two Worlds
The above process resulted in a dual situation culminating in a
doctrine of two separate urban forms: the one indigenous, traditional

and frozen, and the other Western (colonial), modern and ever-

101 Ibid., quoting Beguin, 1983, 11.

102 Tbid. 246-249.

' The logic behind the change in the colonial policy from the one of assimilation to the one of association around
the mid nineteenth century can be explained through Pierre Bordieu’s Outline of a Theory of Practice (1989).
According to Bordieu, two modes of domination can be defined: the direct domination of one group by another, and
the mode of domination that consists of a system of strategies (consciously produced by the dominant group) to
ensure reproduction of an established order. The first mode of direct domination is so visible, and may create obvious
imbalance of power among the two groups, and therefore lead to the rise of opposition. The direct authority must be
diffused through a class of intermediaries. Shirine Hamadeh, “Creating the Traditional City: A French Project,” in
Forms of Dominance: On Architecture and Urbanism of the Colonial Enterprise, ed. Nezar AlSayyad, 1992, 246-
249,
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developing. As for the latter, the programs of urban development
emphasized the problems of circulation, hygiene and architectural
anesthetics. For.the medieval city, no provision was made for its
growth. This program established the distinction between the two
cities, and accelerated the process of urban deterioration of the old
city after it had quickly lost its role. Representing the old city by
preserving it, Arbaizing its architecture, or besieging it and
preventing it from further growth all contributed equally to the
creation of the image of an immobile and ahistorical Orient. The
liberal policy of association turned the culture of the Other into a

timeless tradition.'™

The new policy somehow served its purpose in that it resulted in a
shift in the colonized (local) elite’s view to their culture. During the
1920s and 1930s, as Wright argues, colonial cities provided
important settings where the colonized intelligentsia could form a
new vision of the future; a possibility of combining modernism and
tradition. Western and indigenous culture could coexist under

autonomous governments, far better than they had under

imperialism. New technology, health care, education, productivity,

5.3. Except for few straight streets
that were cut through the medieval

; : fabric, the old city at large was left
had accrued primarily to Europeans and a small segment of the with no attempt to modernize it

and other improvements did not require colonial auspices. Benefits

colonial bourgeoisie, but they could have been allocated more
equitably.'”

Paradoxically, the colonizers had created a demand for the modem

'™ Ibid. 257.
"% Gwendolyn Wright, The Politics of Design in French Colonial Urbanism , 303.
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amenities they had brought, a desire that fueled demands for
independence. By the 1930’s it was clear that associationism could
no longer curtailv the resistance to the colonial power. The shift can
be readily seen in the Colonial Exposition of 1931 from the
associaltionist approach to colonial urbanism, which had held sway

for two decades.'®

Wright summarizes the legacy of the colonial urbanization during the
shifting policies in the following main points'” .

- Historic preservation by entire districts which could romantically
capture the past in certain neighborhoods, making them alluring to
tourists, while leaving other parts of the city to moderize
dramatically.

- Residential segregation carried out by restricting modern
improvements to certain districts.

- Rationalized streets systems and zoning plans encouraging
economic growth in certain districts.

- Centralized governmental complexes accentuating the authority of
the state.

- Public institutions and public spaces serving as a stage for new
kind of interaction.

- Maintaining or recreating certain traditional public settings to help

sustain a hierarchical order.

5.4. The medieval city represented a
romantic image of an immobile and
ahistorical Orient

' The recurrence of strikes and urban violence made the opposition evident. It was also difficult to argue the
economic benefit for most colonial businessmen, farmers and workers--or for an unchanging “native” economy.
International economy interests determined the policy in the colonies. The colonial enterprises had no use for the

myths of association. Ibid., 303-5.
7 1bid., 306.
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Such strategies of colonial urbanization produced the two-world
legacy I argue for here. For the colonial cultural model, these
colonial cities pfovided more than the ideal laboratory setting so
often invoked, and more than the ‘mirror’ we might refer to today.
They functioned like a magnifying glass, revealing with startling
clarity the ambitions and fears, the techniques and policies that
pertained at home, here carried out almost without restraints.'”® For
the local, colonized cultural model, on the other hand, these
strategies of colonial urbanism made the remedy for the cultural gap,
and ‘constructed’ inferiority, crystal-clear. To abandon the old city,
the past, and to embrace modern urbanization was the message.
Health, efﬁcient transportation, prosperity, and most of all, power

were all associated with the ‘new’ city.

5.4. Paris as a Model

In the last chapter I discussed how the indigenous process of urban
growth evolved during early Muslim cities. Similarly, in this
section, and before proceeding with further discussion of the
colonial urban legacy in the city of Cairo, I will dwell briefly on
how the ‘foreign’ model of urbanization had evolved in its
homeland. What is mostly relevant here is the parallel between the
urban changes that Paris experienced, prior to and during the
nineteenth century, and that which took place in the colonial city of
Cairo in the same period. By juxtaposing the two, one could realize
the bases and symptoms of the schizophrenic identity of the city at

the time, between its aspirations, hence image, and its reality.

"% Ibid., 306.

5.5. A view from the center of the
European city, where models of
architecture and urbanism were
imported, primarily from Paris, and
designed by French and Italian
architects, (Abu-Lughod 1971)
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5.4.1. A Cultural ‘Mecca’

Although Egypt was to become a British colony by the end of the
century, Paris was adopted as ‘the’ model for the new urban
schemes in Cairo at that time. Behind this fact two main reasons can
be identified. First, as the European center of art, Paris was seen by
the emerging elite and intellectuals as a locus for new ideas in the

different fields of art and culture. And secondly, because of the

overwhelming French cultural influence in the early decades of the

nineteenth century following Napoleon’s expedition,'” the French

5.6. Abu al-Ila bridge, designed by
Gustav Eiffel, connecting Zamalek
to down town Cairo

system was already established in many aspects of the rising
culture."™ It was even still administered or supervised by French
officers in many fields.

During the nineteenth century successive groups of Egyptian
scholars and civil servants were sent to Paris, and to a less extent to
other European capitals in search of knowledge."" These missions
were financed by the Khedives,'? who, along with their giant

schemes of modernization, were interested in establishing a local

' Napoleon was accompanied by a large numbers of scholars, scientists, engineers and artists who embarked on the
monumental work, Description d’Egypte, recording and documenting every aspects of of Egyptian, both Ancient and
contemporary, life. Once established as monarch, one of the early institutions that Bonaparte founded was I’Institute
d’Egypte, which was an arena for early cultural encounter between local scholars , the Ulama, and the French
scientists. See Samuel Moreh, Trans., Napoleon in Egypt: Al-Jabarti’s Chronicle of the French Occupation. 1798
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993).

' Among these established French-models were educational, jurisdictional, military, and urban planning systems.
The French expertise has initiated many of the engineering schemes in roadways, irrigation and others. This
influence continued to be present towards the end of the nineteenth century, although replaced in many fields by the
British who dominated the ruling strata. By the first half of the twentieth century, the French domain shrank and was
primarily concentrated in the financial institutions.

""" For detailed account of these missions to Paris and the civilizational encounter of their members see Timothy
Mitchell, Colonising Egypt.

"2 The first of these groups were sent by Mohammed Ali (1805-49), then by his two successors Abbas (1849-54)
and Said (1854-63), and reached its apogee during Ismail’s (1863-79). For general episodes during their reigns, see
Afaf Lutfi Al-Sayyid Marsot, A Short History of Modern Egypt, Chapter 4: “The beginning of the state system,
1805-1922,” 54-81.
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|
; | |
h admini_st'rative and po'l-itical system constifuted of Egyp‘tian'
| candidates. Once they were Back, members of these groups were
recrulted in hlgh positions in the newly created modem
\

- institutions.

In. his study of this period of colonial policy in Egypt, Mitchell’é
v:the‘s_is is relevant to my argument. According to Mitehell, Egyptians
in this period “wrote books, built schools, enacted regulatiohs, end
pulled down end rebuilt cities”." Such ac'tivvities, as he argues,
“were not new ‘stages’ .in the develoement of something
preeiisting, such as ‘traditiqﬁal educat'ion" or pre-modern ‘politics’,
but lnew plractic.:es’.’;'-l * A new model emerged to replace a non-
functional one. “Streets now appeared to be ;disordered" and.
suddenly filled with the crowd. At the 's:ame moment individuals
became similarly material, in need of diecipline and inStruction”. In
urban planning as'in education and other cultural instit_utiéns, neW

313

‘policies’ were introduced. He concludes that these “‘other’
practices constmcted, in bricks, w_ords, desks ahd walls, the
. o bounderies of a new world.”s

Wh_at was the urban and cultural environment in Paris that

everwhelmed Egypﬁan delegates and convinced them to ébandon

their civilizational package to embrace ‘the’ new model?

5.4.2. :.Paris Urbanization in Late‘Eight_eenth and

Nineteenth Centﬁry

" Timothy Mitchell, “As If The World Were Divided i in Two: The Birth of Politics in Turn of-the- Century Cairo”
(Ph.D. diss. Princeton Umver51ty, 1984). . .

"4 Ibid. : A

s Ibid. -
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“Without considering the cultural environment that prevailed in -
. France during thie'period as well as its sociopoiitical context, i.t,_ will
hard to grasp the whole pic_ture of urbanization in Paris. The
following brief introduction was thus seen, although not

comprehensive, as necessary.

General Contextls ,

Culturally speaking, the eighteenth century was marked by' the rise
of enlightenment _thoughts in Europe in general and in post-
revolution France in particular. Reasoning, equality, freedom were
_among these principles. In terms of sociopolitical conditions, The
Frencn Revolution was certainly the mnjor event that had shaken
Europe befofe the end of the century and threat_ened its centuries-
long monarchie»s. Napoleon’s first empirevhad also spread the new
spirit of the French Revolution all 'over Europe. It had also

' inaugurated a new phase of the French colonial rivalry with Britain
in different regiens of the globe. The Middle Eas_t was certainly one
~of the battlefields. The Revelntion was élso associated with_ihe '

~emergence of a new Bouréeoié class, which, replacing the
aristocrats, héd different needs and aspirations. Dnring the
nineteenth century, France, and despite the recurrent sociopolitic_:alb
turmoil, Napoleon III of the Second Empire, confinued the |

ambitious programs of urban transformation in Paris.

"' The historical context is based on both studies of Keneth Frampton, “Cultural Transformation: Neoclassical -
Architecture 1750 - 1900,” Modern Architecture: A Critical History (1980; 1985; reprint, London: Thames and
Hudson Ltd, 1990), 12-20; and Anthony Sutcliffe, Paris: An Architectural History (New Haven and London: Yale .
University Press, 1993), chapters 4: 48-66, chapter 5: 67-82, and chapter 6: 83-104.
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The Ihdustrial Revolution was already under way, affecting various
living conditions in Europe."” Among its major achievements that
directly cohtributed in hoth the tirban and architeCtUral faces of -
European qapitals was the introduction of steel structures.“f"-The'

- golden age of Europearl colt)ni'alism was celebrated by the
Exposition International in Paris 1867, 1900, parallel to the
Haussrnanhization of Paris, which was then in its highest

manifestation.

In terms of the artistic and architectural stylés that prevailed in this
period, the Baroque -and Rococo styles were giving Way to the Neo

| Classic and Romantic movernehts. Both the ‘Ecole de Beaux Art’

and the ‘Ec;ole de Polytechniqua’ led theur_ban.ization process in

Paris, as well as in other colonized capitals, duﬁng th¢ nineteenth
century. European districts in thosé colonies were often an
experimental field for both French Classicism, manifested in
Haussmannized Paris style, and the Englrsh Picturesque movements
represehted ih the Garden City model. Neither the origins of -

neoclassicism nor its principles is within the scope of this study.

‘Finaily, there is the scientific revolution at the end of sixteenth and

seventeenth centuries (Bacon, Deséanes, Newton).“” An underlying

" Industnahzauon did not bring much mechanized manufacturmg to the city of Pans Most of the large-scale

. industry was to be found outside the city in the industrial suburbs. The architects of Paris were very remote both
physically and conceptually. Industrial design was a matter for engmeers surveyors or the mdustnahsts themselves.
Anthony Sutcliffe, Paris: An Architectural History, 95.
'® The use of steel and glass in Architecture of whole markets and railway statlons was ﬁrst introduced by engineers
(as in Gare de I’Est and gare du Nord), then by architects (such as Labrouste’s Biblioteque Nationale).
" Alberto Perez-Gomez, “Symbolic Geometry in French Architecture in the Late Eighteenth Century,” Architecture ~ -
and the Crisis of Modern Science (1983; reprint, Cambridge, Massachusetts The Massachusetts Instrtute of -
Technology Press, 1992), chapter 4, 130 161.
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base that starfe_:d by this time and continued to affect the
modemizatién process in Europe and its colonies was’ thé separation
of Man from Naturé-—the condiiion of being an 0bsefver to an

outside reality. This concept of yepresentatioh? a construct that
simulates reality was a direct consequence from the détachment
between the observer of an exhibit the one hand, and between the
exhibit and the external reality on the other. During the Exposition
Intemaﬁbnal in Paris; 1867, this conce'pt was manifested in both the
colonies’ pavilions' that were nﬁﬁiatures of the ‘real’ world; ahd the ’_ '
city of Paris beyond the ~Exposiﬁon ground itself.'*

Urban Legacy 1789- 1870

- This s-hort‘dis;:ussion of some of the ufbanizat-ion principles in Paris
A during this period is seen here as relevant to underStand the --
European city of Cairo,. founded on such principles. It was based on

- the f:ollowing urban model, which had evolved in ,respbnse to
European cultural 'ahd technological coﬁditions, the planning
scherr.les. of Cair_o' wére principally modeled. I will briefly summarize
some of the pdlitical; economic and technological forces that shaped

these principles.

- From the Empire onwards, on both the architectural and urbanb '
levels, practical considerations began to play a bigger paft in
planning Paris. Civic schemés to transform Paris were developed in
the interests of public health, traffic vﬂow énd pubiic facilities such as

markets. At the same time, Bonaparte was keen to build massive,

' Timothy Mitchell, Colonising Egypt, chapter 1: “Egypt at the exhiBitio‘n,” 1-33.
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éymboliq 'monu‘ments.'z‘ The emperor’s tastes Weré strongly '
neoclaséical, as beﬁtted his imperial '.cor.lceptiOn of Fran;e’s rol¢ in
Europe. The Neoclassical poftico of the Palais Bourdon, the church
of the Madeleine, the Arc de T_rior_nphe,' the Rue de’RiV(;li, the Arc

du Carouéel were among the examples. On the other hand, thé
apartment house was ihtroduced as an urban unit with a potential -
regularity. Maintéining a uniform street facade waé achieved by the
.spacing of the windows, which became régulAar irrespective of the
interior arrangem'éht of the rooms.'?

The Second Empire did not adopt a radically inew aesthetic. Its new

., streets were wider and lohgef, and its buildihgs were é little taller
and a lot bulkier. Howéver, the principles_peffected in Paris in the |
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries were adapted on a new scale.
Classicism, far frofn.being more undérrrﬂned, became a unifying

' force on a gigantic scale.'” The basic building ﬁnit was the

apartment house, which now acquired a standardized form and

. architectural treatmént from one end of the city to the other. In the
ﬁew arterial streets, mor'e-than justa terminél point was needed to
creété coherencé; the frontages themselves hé.d to follow a formula. '
The result was a city-wide visual unity whichvwent far beyond
anythirig_ achieved or even envisaged before 1848. This formula was
not legally imposed in most cases, however, It repreéented a |
consensus of architects and clients. ‘Parti:cipation, ra;her than

~ direction, shaped the new Paris.'

2 Anthony Sutcliffe, Paris: An Architectural History, 69.
122 Ibid., 78.

'z Tbid. 83.

124 Ibid.




Modern_iiation and industrialiiation were not,d threat to the French

classical traditiorl, even When their physical-im.pzrct was at its peak.

- Napoleon III was interested in new bhilding techniques, such as the

use of wrought iron, and in practical design where this was
appropriate. He wanted his buildings to berecognized as ‘modern’.

" However, rhese asprrations rarely detached him from the classical |
style. Hahssmann, for his pert, gave a higher prrority to aesthetic,

and sbmetirrres feared that his efforts to embellish Paris lacked the_

emperor’s full support. Striving to secure monumental structures to -

enhance the world’s biggest system of urban perspectives, he was
‘naturally faithful to classical design. Much more than the emperor,
he was prepared to give precise instructions to arehitects on the size,
planning and visual highlights of new public buildings. New str‘eetsﬂ
were wider than most» of their predecessors, for reasons of public
order, public health and traffic engineering.'”

Haussmann was vnot rigidly wedded to classical architecture, nor to
 the First Empire, which had some appeal in the court circles. He
wanted, however, to see strohg relief on the facades of major
'buildings, which tended in cons‘equerrce to stand out from dhmestic

facades. His commitment to over long, street perspectives led him to

seek qualities of strength, mass and outline in the terminal buildings

rather than obedience to classical norms of proportion.'®

5.5. Colonial .Cairo

The above principles and features of Paris’ urbanization, as already

125 Tbid. 86.
126 Tbid. 88.
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mentioned, were implanted in colonial Cairo. By either creating new
districts or cutting straight streets through the medieval fabric,
nineteenth century planning schemes were meant to turn the
‘traditional’ city into a ‘modern’ one, in the European sense of the
word, to be modeled after Paris. Extensively borrowing from Abu-
Lughod’s study of Cairo socio-urban history,"” the following is a
summary of the major features of the newly established city, its
driving forces of expansion, and its urban problems inherited from

the medieval city.

5.5.1. General Features of Colonial Cairo Urbanism
Until the middle of the nineteenth century, the urban agglomeration
of medieval Cairo was expanding on a modest level. On the one
hand urban sprawl was concentrated around three major directions
in the western and northwestern sides. On the other hand, new
districts were founded in the available urban pockets (in-filled
ponds) on the city’s western fringes and where foreign communities
were concentrated. Although these new districts were influenced by
architectural European models, in terms of urban planning no
comprehensive scheme or a master plan had been conceived till the
middle of the century.

After his visit to the Paris International Exposition, 1867 (where he
was received personally by Haussmann), Ismail returned with both
a sense of humiliation, from the way the Egyptian pavilion was

constructed, and a vision for a city that could be compared to Paris

5.7. An aerial view of Heliopolis, a
newly developed suburb to the
northeast. An example of the newly
imported model of architecture and
urbanism, (Abu-Lughod 1971)

77 Janet L. Abu-Lughod, Cairo: 1001 Years of the City Victorious, Part II. “The Modern Era: A Tale of Two

Cities,” 83-166.
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~and other European cities."* The legendary celebration for the
opening .of the Suez Canal, which Isfnail conceived, requifed the
accbmm_odation of his imperial guests. He wantéd to show them a
city that he could b¢ proud of, not only a modern one, but also a

g éopy_ of Paris.
Munba_rak’s plan'® that had been developed two deéades before and
never mat_erialized, finally found its realization. The newly acquired
territory .between the existed city to the East and the river to the West
was plénned, copying Haussmann’s Paris. Streeté were laid ouf ina
‘radial pattern, and numbers of Maydans (Squares) were located atv
the intersection. A plan for develbpment was established for the new
city to be constructed during the goming decade. Land was sold to
princes, aristoérats and wealthy businessmen at very low pn'ceS as
an incehtive for its rapid developm-’cnt.‘

. Further north, the introductioﬁ of electric street cars provided two
‘major spines for urban expansion. The first running to the North
East while the second ran to Bulak, the city’s port and then an
industrial satellite, conﬁecting the new city center to the rapidly
developih‘g suburbs. During the opening fwo decades of the
twentieth century, 1897-1917, giants civic and engineering schemes.
‘ac‘hjeve.d a mastery on natural forces tﬁat have always hindered the |

. city’s expansion duri_ng the paSt_centuriés, namely distance,

drought, flood, and the river. Without the new urban framework

1% See Ibid., 104-105; and for detailed account of Ismail visit to Paris Exposition, and a critical view of the
representation of the Egyptian pavilion, see also Timothy Mitchell, Colonising Egypt, chapter 1: “Egypt at the

~_ exhibition,” 1-33. : _
¥ Ali Mubarak was appointed as a chief engineer, a minister of Public Work, and of Education during the successive
reigns of several Khedevies. He was sent to Paris in 1867 to study both education and sewerage system. His giant
engineering schemes in irrigation , road and rail networks could only be compared to his undertaking of the
development of the first Master Plan of Cairo. This plan however was not to be conceived until Ismail ambitious
scheme for planning new Cairo began, upon his return from Paris, in 1867.
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. estabhshed duhng these two decades, | Abu Lughod argues, none of :
» the development in the century to come could have taken place For

theﬂlmportance of these schemes, I~w11_1 brleﬂy, present some of the
~ forces anc'lprohlems that both helped: and hindered the urban

expansion respectively.

'5.5.2. Urban Expansion

According to Abu-Lughod dri\ting forces of Cairo urban expansiort
during the nineteenth and early twentieth centories_ can be
categotized in three interrelated groups: demographic,‘ecohomjc.ahd
transporttition t’echnology.‘?" : ’ . | |
Fi_r_st,» the p opulation increase during this period is ascribed both to
the natural iricrease resulting from epidemic control and decrease of ‘
death rate and to the urban migration due to drainage and irﬁgatioh -
projects énd the expansion in-arable land. In terms o_f urban

expansion, both causes resulted in the incorporation of surrounding

‘settlements within the metropolis domain. e B
' 5.8. Cairo urban expansion from '
the early twentieth century, (The

. . ' . . - - Aga Khan Award for Archntecture,
result of the jump (quadruple increase) in cotton prices affected by 1984) '

Secondly, the nation witnessed a considerable economic boom as a

the Americari Civil War. Fufthermore, the capitalization laws, which
provided oppoftunities for European investors and cash flow,
enahled the city to embark on hig'civic schemes, such as sanitation
and transportation, which helped transforming the city’s urban -

profile.

Thirdly, is the transportation technology, which began with the tram

%0 Janet L. Abu- -Lughod, Cairo: 1001 Years of the City Victorious, chapter 8: “ The Exploding Demand for Capxtal
City Re51dence ” 118-131; and chapter 9: “The Increased Supply of Urban Land,” 134- 143
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lines, and metrbs,, and, later, roads for automobiles. Reducing the
time required to travel between the center and the newly planned.

suburbs to less than an hour, the transportation networks established

. a framework for urban expansion in the northern and northeastern

directions. The construction of the Aswan dam (built in 1900), on

“the other hand, allowed for stabilizing the Nile edges, and therefore

for the construction of bridges and the development of riverine

~_fronts on both sides of the river as well as the islands. To this

advancement in irrigation technology Abu-Lughod credits the urban

expansion on the west side.

5.‘5.2. Urban Prob_lem_s _

As there were‘reasons that rjxotiVated the gity’surba_n expansion in
an unprecedented rate, there were factbrs that impeded this boom,
paralyzed further dévelopmént, and sometimes terminated the sprawl
in ceﬁain directions. Some of these pfob’lerns were a legéi_éy of the
medieval city while others had newly emerged."!

Until the middle of the twentieth century the city of Cairo lacked a
central inunicipal aUthority, hence no institutional mechanism of _
coordination and urban control. Local financial bodies were also - _
almost non-existent, and thus any response to indigenous |
community interest. Urban development was based on speculation
and anticipatién rather than to demand.

From the rﬁedieval c‘:i‘t‘y, Cairo inherited complex propérty laws
under the Wagf condition. The latter is a religiously-based

endowment system, which operates through either a Wagf ahli

13 Ibid.? chapter 10: “Urban Problems: Old, Persistent, and New,” 144-166.
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(private or family), or a Wagqf khayri (charitable). By freezing the
property condition, and requiring an extremely complicated system

of legalization, the Wagf hindered urban expansion in many areas.

5.5.3. Spatial Devices of Cultural Dynamics
The dual structure of the city perpetuated the segregation of foreign

communities and other subgroups from the indigenous mass. In

addition to the colonial policies of ‘association’ in architecture and

urbanism, those that indicate a first step in rapprochement between 5.9. An example of the traffic-
oriented open spaces in front of the
the two models, the moderization of the city also involved main railway station

pragmatic functions that were to shake the exclusiveness of this
duality, although in top-down processes. Among others, the car and
the factory reflect two manifestations of these dynamics. By either
pulling together or spreading apart, each challenged the conscious
political schemes for spatial segregation and their associated
sociocultural boundaries. The automobile required the restructuring
and constant urban intervention to provide for sufficient vehicular
roads, thus creating spatial devices for cultural interchange. One
could argue that a similar process, although on a social level, was
taking place in Paris Boulevards, where streets as new public spaces
served as an arena for sociocultural encounter between the
bourgeoisie and the urban poor.'* The factory, on the other hand,
resulted in the change of the historical modes of production and their

accompanied mixed land use. The development of new industrial

12 For an excellent example of this argument see Baudelaire’s description of Paris Boulevards in Marshall Berman,

All That is Solid Melts Into Air: The Experience of Modernity, Chapter III: “Baudelaire: Modernism in the Streets,”
131-172, (New York: Penguin Books, 1988)
133 Anthony McDermott, Egypt from Nasser to Mubarak: A Flawed Revolution (New York: Croom Helm, 1988),

6., emphasis added.
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suburbs required. the provision of both mass transportatién and
laborer housing within their vicinity. It thus fnotivated the creatio.n‘
of spatial séttings and linkages. Although _cou}d be seen as

- destructive to ‘traditi(;nal socioeconomic structures, this eiement

necessitated the break in the perpetuated urban duality.

5.6. Conclusion

Undertaken vfrom two directions ahd for diffe;ént motives or
intentions, the colonial phése in Cairo marked thé creation of a dual
urban structure, and in a two-world order. While the first goal was
carried out by a cultural model established by the colonial power, the
second direction was pursued by tﬁe rising local intelligentsia and
within the same framework established by the former -- although not
mérely an extension. - |
The éolonizing culture shifted its policy from the one of
‘assimilation’ to that of v‘ass‘ociation’ in order to absorb the rising
local opposition. In urbanization, as it »\x:/as iﬁ other cultural aspects,-
‘the change of pblicy resulted in a juxtaposition of two models. The
indigenous weré left to romantically capture the past. Their physical

environment was portrayéd as stagnant and ahistoric and left to

deterioration. Next to it, 2 modern model was established calling for

a civilized way of liy’ing}in terms of both physical and mental
health. As a meansv td exert power, the indigenbus model had to be
discredited and replaced by a contempérary,. active one.

Being cau.ght. in such a hierarchical structure, ldcal intelle'c'tu'als who
sought education and exposure to ‘the civilized world’, fréveied to

Paris and other imperial capitals to acquire the means of ‘progress’.
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‘This acquisition, however, was conditional, according to the above -

culturally constructed hierarchy, on abandoning their past and by

‘embra'cing what they considered ‘the’ cultural ideal. In the absence

of the virtual colonial presence, the new upper classes and local

~ cultural elite that _emerged in this period (as opposed to the Ulama

discussed in the previous chapter) continued to play the same role as

- cultural leaders. Their leadership was 1n and of itself a representation

of the torn identity and cultural duality. On the one hand they
followed the cultufa] model] of their colonial patrons, on the other
hand, they were themselves a model for other groups in the society

at large. Their cultural position, and therefore the cultural gap in

general, should not be seen as fixed or essential. In contrast to this

view, I suggest a state of flux and continuous interchange. Yet, this
phase of the city’s history represents a moment where a certain
measure of cultural alienation between two societal groups could be

identified at its heights. This measured gap should only be

considered in relation to what was previously apparent in medieval

Cairo, and what 1s going to change -- the post-colonial phase in the

- chapter to follow.




6. THE POST-REVOLUTION CITY: The Late Modern P‘h_ase
6.1. Introduction

In the year 639 AD, “the Arab invasion did much to establish the framework
from which modern Egypt eventually emerged. In the following centuries,
‘the country sustained a series of rulers. some local and some imposed from
‘outside, depending on the balance of power between Damascus and
Baghdad and the ability of the governorsin Cairo to assert independence:
Former slaves, the Mamluks, ruled between 1250 and 1516, when the
country was taken into the Ottoman Empire, but it enjoyed considerable
autonomy for long periods. By the time of Napoleon’s invasion in 1798,
Egypt was in reduced economic circumstances and ripe for change, but
unprepared and unable to resist Anglo-French rivalry over the preservation
of their empires in Asia and Europe. Mohammed Ali, made governor of
Egypt in 1805, following his defeat of the Mamluks, founded a dynasty .
which lasted until 1952, much of it under Britain’s ‘veiled protectorate’, a
euphemism for occupation. Thereafter came what was the first period for
centuries during which Egypt was ruled by a genuinely Egyptian natzonal
govemment 133

Since then the eountry_has witnessed two different stages of
political, socioeconomic and cultural experience. The first, was a
socialist state during Nasser’s regime, during the 1950s and 1960s.
Through a centralized approach, he undertook enormous social and |
economic reforms, without comparable culttlral change that existed
prior to the revelu_tion. The see_enti stage was introduced by Sadat in
the mid-seventies. His strategy encouraged prlvatlzatlon and free-
market economic policy, yet it has also maugurated an
unprecedented process of cultural transformatron. By enabiirig the -
hnprivileged classes of society to rapidly acquire wealth and power,
this stage in turn gave rise to popular cultural movements that are
still condemned by the culturetl elite ‘representing both colonial and

post-colonial legacies. I will discuss each stage separately so as to

- ' Anthony McDermott, Egypt from Nasser to Mubarak: A Flawed Revolution (New York Croom Helm, 1988)
6., emphasns added.
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post-colonial legacies. I will discuss each stage separately so as tn L
| elucidate'this argument and in light of the larger hypothesis of |

cultural change to be discussed in Part II of this study.

6.2. Thé Revolution and the Socialist State, 1952-70
The loss of the Monarchy and the advent of the nationalists led many

to believe that this meant a purely Egyptlan govemment operatmg
‘for the well-being of Egyptians had ﬁnally been established.'* The

" Free Ofﬁeers; a young military group who led the Conp d'état, had X

no intention of: assuming power after overthrowing the monarch and ._ ’
evacuating the British. For lack of political leaders who were able to
take charge of the political vacuum, Nasser, the 1eade'r ef .the Free
Officers, found himself on tob of the events. Having no prior
political agenda, the military cbup had to estahlish its own
framework. In both his fQ_reign policy and intemnl affairs, Nasser
chose to move to the political Left. So, in asserting contrel and
development at home, he looked at Eastern Europe for inspiration.'*

A single-party secialist state was then established. Massive

BN

programs of social and land reforms were d‘evel.oped,v with the
purpose of chahging the centuries-long feudal system of landlords -

and aristocrats to an industrial, socialist nation.

 Politically and economically, Nasser managed to change the face of

the country in two decades. With his ambitious programs of -

. Afaf Lutfi Al-Sayyid Marsot, A Short History of Modern Egypt (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1985),
_107. Marsot also argues that it was the first time in over two thousands years, since the days of the Pharaohs
(Ancient Egyptlan Kings), that Egypt was ruled by Egyptians. For her argument see-Ibid. Chapter 6, ‘The Nasser "
years, 1952-70°, 107-131.
135 Anthony McDermott, Egypt from Nasser to Mubarak: A Flawed Revolution, 25.
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industrialization and social welfare, he not only brought the country
to one of the leading Third World economic growth rates, but also
allowed citizens to share the pride of being both an Egyptian and an
Arab. In short, he created a national identity, shared by each
individual. Furthermore, he was honest in his endeavor. His social
and economic reform programs were, however, based on models
developed and adopted by postwar modern world. In other words,
institutions, programs and general frameworks of development were
borrowed from Western or Eastern blocks. Inherently non-
indigenous, they were a mere continuation of the pre-revolution
legacy of modernization. The basic difference was a replacement of
the foreign administration of such programs by local ones. Yet, in
their essence, they remained unchanged. Reflecting on cultural
facets, such as education, art and literature for example, the culture
of elite, i.e. the ‘High’ culture persisted during the post-colonial

state, although the elite group may have changed."*

Economically, Nasser promised Egypt a bright future, when
political independence freed the country from foreign exploitation.
In reality, he faced problems that seemed almost insuperable; an
increasing population together with a lack of resources tended to
negate all economic progress. Despite the achievements of the High
Dam, the paramount irrigation project that focused national

mobilization for over a decade; the running of the Suez Canal; some

6.1, 6.2. The architecture and
urbanism of the post revolution
state: The Maydan al-Tahrir square
down town Cairo.

"¢ According to Marsot, “under Nasser a new elite had arisen to displace the ancient regime that came from among
the most unprivileged classes of society.” The regime, as she argues, “though it did not allow the population a share
in the government, allowed them the semblance of participation. Claiming to act in the name of the people while
directing policies hatched by a small group of bureaucrats, it nonetheless allowed the people to believe they were
participating in decision-making.” Afaf Lutfi Al-Sayyid Marsot, A Short History of Modern Egypt, 129.
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industrialization and land reclamation, he left Egypt a country
struggling with chronic poverty and under-development.'’
Succeeding him, and having no less great ambitions, Sadat however
chose a different path, and radically changed the economy between

1974-81 in a policy known as Infitah, or open-door policy.

6.3. Open-door Policy, 1974

An additional dimension of modern Egypt was the growing extent of
her economic problems. These reached a level of crisis in the early
1960’s. Successive wars with Israel helped to conceal and disguise
the problems. After 1973, the last war fought with Israel, the policy
of Infitah was introduced, which was designed both to liberate the
economy, and to encourage the private sector and foreign
investment. It coincided with a massive rise of earnings, particularly
from oil and remittances from Egyptians working abroad.'** As was
Nasser accused of throwing the country’s fate entirely towards of
the East, Sadat, his successor, was to switch 180 degrees to the
West. Unprepared for such abrupt change, Egypt, once again,
found itself torn between a legacy of socialist institutions and
welfare programs on the one hand, and the new free-market policy
which was intended to dismantle those institutions and abolish their
programs.'*

The open-door policy had brought rampant inflation and consequent

hardship to those among the population who lived on fixed incomes,

6.3. An example of consumerism
which prevailed as a culture during

~ the infitah period

""Derek Hopwood, Egypt: Politics and Society 1945-1981 (London: George Allen & Unwin, 1982), 135.
" This was, as McDermott argues, “a new phenomenon for Egyptians who are basically and economically closely
tied to their own land.” Anthony McDermott, Egypt from Nasser to Mubarak: A Flawed Revolution, 12.

"* “Nevertheless, it would be difficult to argue that the handling of the economy has changed fundamentally. There

have been fluctuations between centralization and the freer market ...” Ibid., 120-121.
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such as the mass of the bureaucracy and the military. It had also
brought to prominence a new compradorial class which thrived,
creating immense wealth, which it spent on conspicuous
consumption. After years of austerity under Nasser, consumerism
went wild with Paris models and electronic toys filling shop-
windows. On one hand, it allowed large numbers of blue-collar
workers to emigrate to oil-rich countries and enabled. On the other,
those who were left behind to make higher wages as a result of the
scarcity of craftsmen and artisans.'* Not surprisingly, as affluence
existed side by side with abject poverty, “religious groups were
expressing rejection of Westernization, though not of modernization;
they were expressing their rejection of the open-door policy and its
consequences, and of the results of peace with Israel, and above all
deploring the corruption that had invaded the government at all

levels, especially the highest.”'*!

In terms of the cultural consequences of this stage, the legacy of the
Infitah policy -- within which Egyptian society is still living -- could
be summarized in three major phenomena: the new social class of
rapid wealth; the returning laborers from oil states; and the Islamic
fundamentalist movements. It is necessary, before delving into the
urban implication of such phenomena, to introduce in more detail
some of the socioeconomic, cultural problems that faced the city as

well as the country as a whole.

-
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6.4, 6.5. Increasing social gap
during the 1970’s and 1980’s was
manifested in the adjacency of two
contrasted communities in the
western side of the city. Al-Dokki
al-Qadim, below, is rural enclave
surrounded by affluent
neighborhoods in al-Muhandisin
district, above

" There was a growing gap between the new rich, said to number 27,000 millionaires, and the poor. Afaf Lutfi Al-
Sayyid Marsot, A Short History of Modern Egypt, 136-37. Having a different estimate, McDermott also agrees that
the transitional stage from a centralized to a free-market economy “has led to the emergence of several thousands “fat
cats’ or millionaires”. Anthony McDermott, Egypt from Nasser to Mubarak: A Flawed Revolution, 121.

“' Afaf Lutfi Al-Sayyid Marsot, A Short History of Modern Egypt, 139.
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6.4. Socioeconomic Aspects

According to Hopwood, during the colonial phase Egyptian society
ranged from the utter poverty of the landless laborers to the wealth
of the large landowners and businessmen. If the revolution changed
this system, he argues, “it did so by slightly closing the gap between
the extremes--the laborers became a little better off, the top layer of
the very rich was eliminated by land reform, sequestration and
nationalization.”'** With the aristocracy virtually eliminated, those at
the top constituted an upper middle-class or state bourgeoisie made
up of senior bureaucrats, prosperous lawyers, doctors, army
officers and managers of industry. Many of this group profited from
the revolution. Yet, with the liberation of the economy in 1974 “a
middle class reemerged consisting both of prorevolutionary
businessmen and others who received back property and land and
moved back into business, and newcomers to the group who
exploit, some would say corruptly, the new opportunities.”'*

As mentioned above, the economic liberalization policy, which was
meant to encourage the local, much-neglected private sector and to
utter a positive welcome for foreign investment was accompanied by
the rise in oil prices. This in turn, following Egypt’s changing
policy towards emigration,'* led to the flooding of millions of
Egyptian workers to the neighboring oil-states in the Arabian

peninsula and North Africa.'*

"2 Derek Hopwood, Egypt: Politics and Society 1945-1981, 165.
43 Ibid., 166.

6.6, 6.7. Another sharp contrast
between upper class residential
towers, above, overlooking a
physically deteriorated
neighborhood of Izbit Awlad
Allam, below

. ' There have been four discernible stages in Egypt’s emigration policies since 1952, which started from government
antagonism until the end of the 1960’s , till the adoption of what was called an ‘export policy’ starting 1971.

Anthony McDermott, Egypt from Nasser to Mubarak: A Flawed Revolution, 136.

' To portray the magnitude of this phenomenon, by 1985, something like one-quarter of the work force resided
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The overwhelming social effect of the Infitah urged the government,

hand in hand with other foreign and international funding agencies,
to establish programs for job-creation and small loans that were
intended to relieve some of the pressure and resentment among the
majority during the severe transitional stage of economic reform.
The divisive social effects of creating literally thousands of
millionaires, however, has made these programs only a superficial
contribution." It was not a surprise, therefore, that while Nasser’s
supporters had been the working classes and intellectuals; Sadat
turned to the bourgeoisie, who responded with alacrity. The
bourgeoisie was encouraged to expand private enterprises and
rapidly developed a class of entrepreneurs and compradors.'"

By the end of Sadat’s economic adventure, the country was left once
again with an increasing social split and with a diminishing middle
class. This situation, however, can by no means be compared with
the pre-revolution social map. The emerging wealthy classes during
the Infitah policy were not confined to the aristocrats or landlords of
the colonial phase. Many under-privileged groups who came from
modest socioeconomic conditions and who had ‘traditional’
backgrounds managed to achieve a significant economic leap
forward during this phase. This change in the dynamics between
socioeconomic conditions on the one hand and the cultural valueé on
the other is, from my view, the major contribution of the Infitah.

The ruling classes became no longer exclusive, and their ‘High’

6.8, 6.9. During the 1970’s and
1980’s the rapid wealth was
accompanied by social and physical
mobility, and was associated by
symbols of status such as moving
to wealthy, ‘modern’,
neighborhoods and the acquisition
of fancy automobiles

 abroad-- between three and four million people. Ibid., 137.
14 Ibid., 145.
7 Afaf Lutfi Al-Sayyid Marsot, A Short History of Modern Egypt, 129.
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. cultural boundaries began to dissolve. It was a mérk,'as [ argue, for
a transition towards cultural synthesis, _charactcrized by a state of

turmoil.

6.5. Cultural Aspects

Although considered by many cultural critics as an event of more

’disruption of life, albeit a potentially productive one, the 1952 effort

was to move the artistic and cultural movements out of the hands of

the elite to create an attractive mass culture. Yet the handling of this

- matter, despite its sincere political and social commitment, was

culturally unsuccessful. The creatxon of a ministry supportmg the

newly estabhshed national cultural institutions was to prov1de

opportunities for the mass populatlon to participate in these public B - o
programs.'*® Yet, except.fo'r the nationaliiation of _thei; foreign or S
private management aﬁd owneréhip, the framework of such. |

programs and institutions was not much different in essence from

the ones that preceded the revolution. In other words the »

intcrp;etation of ‘mass culture’ was still within a ;ﬁodem

framework. POpulgr culture, art and taste were seen as in need of -

being refined (modernized) through these newly creétéd national

institutions which were spread country-wide.'* -

Ruling culture dominance

The ruling culture pursued its programs of ‘elevating’ popular taste

" Among the newly established cultural institutions were two national theaters (two in Cairo and one in
Alexandria), an experimental theater, and a puppet theater, as well as folk dance and ballet troupes, an opera chorus

-+ and orchestra, an operetta group, a circus, and related training institutes. The cinema also received increasing state

support. Ibid., 229-234.
" One of the major contribution of the created Department of Culture was the establishment of hundreds of ‘Palace -
of Cultures’ in towns and urban centers all over Egypt.
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and ‘refining’ its cultural awareness in two directions. On the one
hand its attempts to bring Western musical forms to Egypt was a
more elitist undertaking and of more limited appeal despite the fact

that ballet, opera and symphony orchestras have been introduced

and there were native Egyptians performing in all three spheres.'*
On the other hand it subported local cultural models in music and art

by encouraging attempts to ‘modernize’ traditional forms. Yet,

experiments to combine both native and modern forms in the intent
of a national artistic identity was another elitist approach. Their
objective was yet to ‘enhance’ popular art.

In music, as in other cultural realms, one can identify an example of

such attempt. Hopwood argues that Umm Kulthum, a female

classical singer who is considered one of the national icons and

whose career stretched from the 1920’s to the 1970’s, represented
6.10, 6.11, Cairo opera house is

popular culture and native Arab music which appealed to thousands ofie manifestation of the High
. . ) . culture dominance that continued to
of listeners. Her contribution to contemporary Egyptian music, prevail after the revolution

although unquestionable, is derived from a ‘high’ cultural
foundation. Despite her rural origin and authentic artistic talent, her
concerts were held in exclusive halls and attended by the upper
middle classes who could afford it. Moreover, the development of
her songs in terms of melody and lyrics represented the ultimate of
elitist cultural values. In short, while the state’s first approach was
to bring Western artistic forms, its second approach was to support
classical Arabic artistic models, which in turn were also far from
being popular in the cultural sense.

~ As in the case of music and performing arts, in drama, poetry and

" Derek Hopwood, Egypt: Politics and Society 1945-1981, 159.
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prose writing, the legacy of the pre-revolution phase in terms of
high-culture style and taste remained unchanged. Although new
topics and themes were introduced, and new forms were developed
to cope with the emerging political environment of socialism and
national esteem, the century-long debate over modernism and its
relationship to tradition was sustained,"”' only from the perspective
of ‘Western-educated’ cultural groups. The question of whether the
popular culture could take the initiative of a such process of ‘fusion’

was never raised.

Eruption of Popular culture. 1974

Meanwhile, Popular culture was developing in two different
directions: the one a continuation of indigenous models, expressed
in rituals and social events; the other a contemporary emerging
popular culture, assimilating two centuries of exposure to
modernization. The former pattern, which has already been
presented while discussing the two cultural models in medieval
Cairo, involves the encounter between both models in public spaces.
Some of the surviving rituals and religious festivities that were
celebrated in medieval Cairo still take place in the streets and
Maydans (squares) of contemporary Cairo.'* In Part I of this study I

briefly portrayed some of these activities and their spatial

5! Anthony McDermott, Egypt from Nasser to Mubarak: A Flawed Revolution, 229.

6.12. Popular culture started to
remerge during the mid 1970’s

> The two major events of authentic origins are The Mulid and the al-Id prayer. The first, the celebration of of the
birthday of a sufi saint, can be an occasion for a great popular festival. In almost each city, town and some villages,
the saint’s shrine becomes the center of a popular celebration and fair. Many people visit the tomb to get blessings,
watch sufi procession, and perhaps most of all participate in the fair, which includes food stalls, game booths,
coffee-places, fireworks display and music and dancing groups. The other major event, which takes place twice a

- year, is the celebration of the al-Id (Feast), once after the Ramadan fasting holy month, and the second time during

the (time of) pilgrimage to Mecca. Large squares in Cairo and other cities are normally full with thousands of
believers kneeling at the streets on specially laid carpets at dawn time. Derek Hopwood, Egypt: Politics and Society

1945-1981, 162-163.
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manifestations.

The second pursuit of informal culture is essential, and needs to be
emphasized here. A phenomenal eruption of popular culture was
manifested in different areas of Art from the mid seventies. ‘New
waves’ of films, theater plays and songs were (and are still)
disdained, and constantly condemned by cultural critics. During the
1960s, for example, popular culture used to be portrayed in movies
and theatrical plays in a romantic manner. These productions
addressed the cultural elite and appealed to their values. The values
of the populous, on the other hand, received a detached
acknowledgment, without a willingness to identify with the ‘other’.
The latter was merely an entertaining folklore, a romantic past, but
not part ‘our’ real modern culture. By the second half of the
following decade, i.e. 1970’s, the same manifestations of popular
culture began to be portrayed from different view. Not only they
became no longer ‘detached’ from the ‘us’, the intellectuals and
upper middle classes, some popular personified symbols, such as
movies and pop stars, were being elevated to a heroic status. In
other words, some of them became cultural ‘ideals’, eventually
forcing institutional media that had initially boycotted them to
acknowledge their popularity. Understandably, popular culture
symbols were being reproached for presenting ‘degrading values.’
and promoting a regression in the cultural upheaval developed (by
the elite) during the sixties. The resentment and relentless attacks by
proponents of ‘high’ culture however have had nevertheless

minimal, if any, tangible effect on these new trends of pop-art. The

- 6.13, 6.14. In the public space both

the pedestrian and vehicular patterns
of use reflect the new rise of
popular culture
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tone of condemnation during the late 1970’s and early 1980’s, i.e.

initial response, was changed to a milder tone of reserved
acceptance, then acknowledgment in the following decades. Todéy

(1998), for example, one finds members of 1960’s cultural elite,

who kept aloof from paﬂicipaﬁing in the cultural arenas, now are

‘compromising’ and developing a reconciliatory approach towards

what they had formerly rejected. The point I ém trying to make here

is that the phenomenal spread of these popular culture movements

and their penetration of the ‘high’ culture’s former boundaries could

. only be explained by their 1ntr1n51c values. Proponents of hlgh’

culture in other words, being overwhelmed by the rising tide, had

no choice but rework their cultura.l positions in relation to the

‘other’. The tremendous success and appeal of popular values, as I _

argue here, are an expression of érupting indigenous models, and
not merely a cultural interaction. Since the early nineteenth century
public manifestations of ‘popular’ culture have been suppressed for

centuries by a ruling ‘high’ culture.'®

Moving to the public realm, the noisy and extravagant expression in
art could by all means be visually measured in the streets of Cairo

through shop signs, displays, colors and general artistic taste. It

. could also be experiencéd while walking or driving through the

city’s busy and (formally) uncontrolled traffic. The dominance of
popular culture by the elite is now being reversed. Because of the

importance of the above statement to my central argument of a

~ spatial conflict, I will elaborate in detail on this brief sur_nmafy ina

153 See above Part II, 'Chapter 5: “The Colonial City.”
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separate chapter to follow, with an emphasis on the spatial and

physical manifestation of the rise of popular culture.

6.6. Conclusion

In summary, Infitah was associated with three major phenomena
which the city of Cairo as well as the society at large experienced.
They could be defined as both results of and stimulating forces to
this political decision of economic restructuring. These three forces
are the emerging of a rapidly wealthy class, the returning laborers

from oil states and the rise of Islamist movements.

First, was the fact that Sadat’s economic experiment of Infitah
appealed to those sectors of the middle classes for whom the
adoption of the extreme outward trappings of bourgeois life is a
special talent. In part, cultural manifestations of the rise of new
social classes can be seen in the extraordinary furnishing of houses;
the purchase of electric appliances and other luxurious household
which do not reflect their real material wealth; the acquisition of a
private car; and extravagant spending on social celebrations.

The second was Egyptian work-force abroad, which was estimated
to remit some two billion dollars every year. “Much of that money
was not invested productively, but was spent on luxury products or
on consumer goods. The number of high-rise apartments grew
rapidly, while middle and lower income housing was totally
neglected.”"*

_Finally, the social disruption caused by some classes making vast

154 Afaf Lutfi Al-Sayyid Marsot, A Short History of Modern Egypt, 137.

6.15. The mix of use and informal
regulations that had once governed
the use of the medieval public
spaces have encroached upon the
‘modern’ parts of the city
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sums as a result of Athisieconomjc policy strengthened anothér ektra— '
govemm’ental. f(_)rcé -- that of religion.'* Béth'cultural anci militant
religious movéments could be ascribed to two sets of socioecononii¢
and politicai conditioﬁs. The first is a set of local éonditions while
the other is a group of regional forces.' .
The three above phénomena have indeed shaken thé socioecbnomic
bases of the city, but more importantly started a process of
redefining its cultural boundaries. What the ‘High’ culture and what
| the ‘Popular’-one ar;e once again is to be acknowledged. Ironically,
while Nasser’s attempted to bring the foreign ‘rule’ to an end and to
, déliver the country back to its natives, he did not succeed in
eli_ﬁﬁnatihg the foréigri mddel of institutional dominance. Sadat’s
economic policy on the other hand,.although severely Widening the
social gap and incrgasing economic pressure on the lower -classes,
gave rise to the pbpular culture for the ﬁrst time. Sadat -

~ unintentionally accomplished what Nasser failed to do.

155 Anthony McDermott, E,qvot from Nasser to Mubarak: A Flawed Revolunon 278-279.
158 On the national scale, it is partly a result of the economic pressure during the privatization of public service and

~ the associated cut of subsidies. On the larger level, its was affected by the collapse of the socialist model world-wide
on the one hand, and the rise of oil prices and its associated more orthodox Muslim culture in neighboring state on
the other. The latter brought home--in addition to material goods imported with the work force--a cultural model that-
provide for a framework of a socio-cultural movements that stood against the government’s corruption and military
dominance. Other regional events,.such as the Iranian revolution and the Afghan war helped accelerating and
msplrmg the focal Muslim groups both 1deo]og1cally and organizationally.
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PART III : HYPOTHESIS AND CONCEPTUAL
MODEL: Two Processes of Change

7. THREE CITIES IN ONE: Parallels and Juxtapositions

7.1. Introduction
Through the historical survey in the preceding three chaptérs, and

the analysis of the cultural and the physical context of each phase, I '

have portrayed a change in the governing cultural model. During the

Islamic phase, I identiﬁéd an indigenous civilizational framework
that governed different groups of the city of Cairo regardless of their
sociopolitical splii.-In the Colonial phase, I argued for a divergence
in fhe cultural model as a result _of' the introduction of tﬁe modern _
framework. It rem‘ained, however, exclusive to the institutional and
: ‘High’ cultural level. The rest of the society was‘still operating
within the pre-Colonial legacy, although it was gradually changing.
During the Post-colonial phase, the “Western’ cultural model
continued to dominate despi‘te the politicai and socioeconomic
chahges. It was not until the introduction of the fnﬁtah policy in the
mid-seventies that the cultural exclusiveness was undone anc'i its
boundaries were dissolved as a result of the‘ rise of the popular
culture..This dissolution, as presented in Part I of this study; is
manifested in the current state of cultural turmoil. And, in part, -
represents a current pfocess of i_ndigenous'modemization, which is
being undertaken by the society asa wﬁole rather than a culturally'
ruling minofity.

In the following section, I will attempt to put thcvse fragments of |
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history together in a larger picture. Proposing a possible
interpretation of the cultural and urban change in the city of Cairo, I
will conclude at an understanding of the planner’s position in this

transitional phase.

7.2. Revisiting the fresent - Spatial Conflict

In part I of this study I discussed some of the current urban pattems
in the contemporary city of aCairo.'” The observations made were
confined geographically to the western side of the metropolis and
Vfocu.sed on spatial patterns at a micro scale. To avoid repetition, I

will limit my discussion here to the larger scale of urban expansion

of the contemporary city as a whole. The social and economic
disruptions, which took place in the past few decades™ could be -

measured through a description of physical change in three areas, or

" urban pattems.'The first entails parts of the city established during 2. Fravep i '
‘ » 7.1. In the western side of Cairo -
the Colonial phase and that underwent a process of physical . _ three patterns of urban development
' ‘ + are identified in this study: a) The
‘dilution’ through the Post-revolution phase. An example is original villages, now being rural,

organic, enclaves; b) the formal,
planned districts; and c) the
informal settlements behind the
railroad to the west and north

downtown Cairo, founded by Ismail, 1867 as a European city,
based on'the principles outlined in chapter 5.'° The second refers to
the city mostly developed by the state during the Post-revolution
phase, during tne development disoussed' in chapter 6. The western -
city experienced one of the largest urban expansions in that period."

- In fact, it underwent the largest developments in the western

57 See above Part I: “Background, Observation and Problem Statement.” :
" “In the towns and cities there is the mass of the urban poor, doing menial jobs, if employed, as unskilled workers
or trying to scratch a living by other means. Economically above these are those regularly employed, such as
industrial workers, taxi drivers and minor government employees. Between a quarter and a third of the urban
population constitute the lower middle classes of the petty bourgeoisie, school teachers and small-scale traders,

perhaps together with less successful professionals such as doctors and lawyers. Most of this group would asplre to
move up the social scale” Derek Hopwood, Egypt: Politics and Society 1945-1981, 166.
19 See above Chapter 5: “The Colonial City.”
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direction during the 1950’s and the 1960’s.'* In such areas, one
witnesses an encounter between two modes of physical
development. The informal model of urban growth continues to
encroach upon these districts as it does upon the Colonial city. The
third urban pattern of this period includes the informal districts
around the city fringe, the where physical environment is not
entirely a product of either cultural model, hence involves different
dynamics in the public space. It would exceed the scope of this
study to describe each of the above macro-scale urban patterns in the
contemporary city of Cairo separately. I have already presented in
Part I an extensive description of spatial patterns that reflect modes
of cultural conflict, either of confrontation or denial. I will use some
of these examples here to compare it to the adjacent informal
settlements. Then, I will portray some manifestations of the informal

modes of regulations that encroach upon the Colonial city.

Informal settlements were predominantly developed as a result of the
rural migration to the formerly semi-urban settlements that extended
from the urban peripheries to the heart of arable land."' In most
cases, elements of the urban infrastructure such as railways and
freeways, and/or natural elements, such as hills or canals, once

segregated these informal settlements from the adjacent formal city.

7.2. An example of the urban form
evolved in the informal districts

1% To the East, “Nasr City” was probably the largest scheme of urban (formal) expansion during this phase. The
“Madinat al-Muhadisin” on the other hand was the western district meant to accommodate the newly emerging

technocrats and high civil servants.

' T have made the decision to omit all the numbers and rates of rural migration during the post-colonial phase as I
consider them, although partially relevant, not central to my argument above. For a comprehensive reference of the
impact of rural migration on the city’s urban expansion in that period see The Aga Khan Award for Architecture, The
Expanding Metropolis Coping with the Urban Growth of Cairo, Proceedings of Seminar Nine in the Series
Architectural Transformation in the Islamic World, Held in Cairo, Egypt. November 11-15, 1984, (Singapore:

Concept Media Pte Ltd., 1984)
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The physical environment of these settlements is partly a product of
processes that inherited the indigenous mechanisms of urban
growth.'? Their fabric, it follows, is a better reflection of the
cultural values of its residents than the fabric of the adjacent formal
districts. This argument, however, does not imply a pure similarity
to, nor a mere extension of the medieval urban fabric and its
underlying structure. A gradual process of modernization was -- and
still is --involved in generating these contemporary informal
settlements. Nevertheless, one could still experience a relative
compatibility between a cultural and a physical products in the
informal settlements. On the micro-scale at least, one finds the
encounter of two cultural and spatial spheres is minimal compared to

that taking place in the Colonial and the Post-revolution cities.

To make this comparison clear, I will refer to some examples which

were discussed in the documentation and analysis of the western city 7.3. The use of streets as
marketplaces in the informal

of Cairo on the three levels: the individual, the neighborhood and the districts

district spatial domains. The first level involves examples of the
outdoor extension of shops/workshops as well as the reservation of
parking spaces for residential units, although the latter is less
pressing in low;income communities. The mutual understanding of -
the ‘informal” modes of regulation on this level guarantees minimal
spatial conflict regardless of the shape of the physical container. The
absence of strict formal regulation in these neighborhoods also
provides relative freedom to occupy the sidewalk and to adjust the

spatial boundaries of each individual domain. These adjustments are

62 See above Chapter 4: “The Islamic city.”
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restricted by the neighboring rights, which is part of the same
cultural model, and which resemble the process that had generated

the medieval fabric centuries before. On the next level, the

neighborhood community still uses the street as an open living
room, a children’s play field, and a space for communal social
events. Spatial conflicts in the formal districts, which were

discussed in Part I, are almost absent in informal settlements. On

one hand, vehicular traffic requirements are less pressing and less

. . 7.4. Neighbors’ control of open
formally imposed. In terms of control, neighbors have almost an spaces oi fha {iere scal(; ir(:lihe

absolute freedom to configure their public, or in this case semi- e
public, domain. Except for infrastructure lines and, in some areas,
although not exclusively, enforced building lines/regulations, the
way open spaces are defined is determined solely by the neighboring
groups. Thirdly, the traffic regulations, especially in regard to the
previously discussed point of microbus system, have almost no
formal intervention. Vehicles have to be licensed, but not necessarily
the drivers. One often finds 15-year old boys driving these
microbuses. This freedom, however, is curtailed once this
transportation network crosses the boundaries between the informal
and formal districts, such as a railway line. In short, within the
informal settlerhents, spatial conflict is minimal, and is often
informally resolved by the conflicting parties. The physical
configurations on the macro sale are subject to institutional
interventions, in the form of new roads, sewerage lihes, etc. On the

micro scale, however, residents have a relatively free hand to

determine their spatial domain, in coordination with each other.
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encroachment upon the Colonial city is therefore seen as
complementary. Streets and boulevards of the Colonial city that once
resembled Paris, as discussed in chapter 5, are now being
transformed into a condition of rural-like trails. The nineteenth
century street-long facades can hardly be noticed as a result of the
commercial ‘chaos’ expressed in signs, awnings, displays and
outdoor extension on the ground levels. The sidewalks/roadway
distinction is becoming a myth. Peddlers and beggars are constantly
roaming around the slowly moving vehicles, which are already
being impeded by two-to-three rows of parallel parking. The
increasingly diminishing role of institutional regulations is asserted
by the decline of the representatives formal authority (traffic
policemen), and balanced by the rise of informal groups who
ingeniously tackle traffic blocks and parking spaces shortages.

Such decline in formal regulations, and the rise of informal rules and
its proved success in various fields has led to a limited
acknowledgment of its agents and mechanisms by various
administrative institutions. Yet, planners, trained in European order,
still consider such encroachment as an ‘informal aggression’ that
needs to be tamed in order to restore ‘order’. Existing patterns of
informal reuse 6f sidewalks, streets, urban pockets and open spaces
are never considered as an input for future plans of urban
upgrading. Modern plans are still being forcibly imposed, even
though it is known by everyone that they will eventually be
encroached upon. The cultural rapprochement that started two
decades before awaits a similar acknowledgment on the physical

level to attain a spatial reconciliation.

7.5, 7.6. Radical changes are taking
place in the imagery and use of
architecture and open spaces in the
former European districts
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'~ 7.3. Historical Pafallels and Spatial Juxtapositions |
The second part of this chapter s_hbws that the current é_ultural
conflict iilustratéd in Part I is neither irresolvable nor unique in
Cairo today. Other phases in the_‘ city’s history, which were aléo
discussed in the preceding chapters, demonstrate similar conflicted
models. Yét,. the city has eventually managed to attain a mode bf
cultural reconciliation. The purpose of this secfion is to brieﬂy
highlight some kéy. moments of this healing process. I will
‘prlincipally depend on visual materials, maps, photos and diagrams
to point out to, What Isee as, striking similarities in context of niy
larger argument of 'conﬂiét and reconciliation. [ will alternate
between different phases and different physical settings regardless
of the chronological sequencé of development or geographical
‘locations. Finally, in this preview I will rely heavily on other
scholars’ historic documentation and anélysis in a diagram form. I
have chosen to interpret these diagrams in the way that will fit my
' argument, and regardless of the original purposes, or hypotheses of
their authors. I am indebted to those scholars for the use of these
diagrams, yet the responsibility of their interpretation here is all

mine.

7.3.1. Medieval-Contemporary J uxtéposition

As discussed in chapter 5, fapidly rising Islam in the Arab peniﬁsula
soon expanded to areas that required new provincial capitals as
ruling centers. Lacking substantial urban heritage, early Muslims

built new towns in the seventh and eighth centuries that were based
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on plans borrowed from Graece-Roman or Byzantine models. The
ideology behind, and the process of formation of these models were
discussed before and need no further elaboration. However, their
alien origin is instructive. The opposite plan (fig. 7.7) is a
reconstruction of one of the early conceived schemes for the city of
Cairo towards the end of the tenth century. It is true that different
urban elements, such as the Caliph’s palace, the congregational

mosque, main plaza, residential wards for the army’s tribal

constituents as well as the walls and gates, were all generic features.

They have indeed reflected the functional, religious and symbolic
needs of these towns. Yet, the overall structure was not indigenous
to their culture. In support of this argument, the opposite map (fig.
7.8) illustrates how the city has evolved towards the end of the
eighteenth century. Different attempts have been made to
understand, or decode, the dynamics behind the process of urban
growth through which this organic fabric was generated, (fig. 4.17,
4.21). These attempts are irrelevant to my argument, which is
primarily concerned with the relationship between the two models
rather than how either has developed.

It is hard to dispute the fact there has been two different processes
which produced- the two forms: the one is a top-down (master)
planned scheme, while the other is a process of incremental
(multiple-decision) growth encroaching upon the original plan. To
make the contrast even clearer, a juxtaposition of the two models is
instructive, (fig. 7.9). Here, I would like to draw a parallel to an
image of Cairo’s contemporary public space condition (fig. 7.10),

and argue for the similarity of two the juxtapositions. Although the
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7.7. One of the early conceived
plans of Cairo by the end of the
Tenth century AD, (AlSayyad
1991)

7.8. The medieval city by the end
of the Eighteenth century before its
European encounter(Abu-Lughod
1971)
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former juxtaposition represents different time-space conditions,
while the latter is a simultaneous juxtaposition, the structural
relationship between their two cultural models is essentially similar.
The image I am using to represent contemporary public spaces is
rather an exaggeration of what could be described as ‘traditional’, or
indigenous norms taking place in a ‘modern’, or foreign physical
setting. Nonetheless, it captures the contrast between the two

conflicting models simultaneously operating in contemporary Cairo.

The point I am trying to make here is that, culturally speaking, and
the urban form is being a material manifestation of culture, the
medieval city of the Arab-Islamic phase had started with, and
underwent two different conflicting cultural realms, yet, concluded
with a common ground. This process of assimilation, or
reconciliation took the city eight centuries of cultural struggle and
negotiation. It also required political and economic measures in
order to dissolve the cultural exclusiveness and to allow for mutual
interchange. In short, the medieval city underwent a process of
initial duality, or divergence, followed by another of reconciliation
or convergence, until it attained this rather organic stage - a stage
which Europeaﬁ travelers in the seventeenth and eighteenth century
described as a labyrinth, and to which the modern geometric city

was contrasted in the early nineteenth century.

7.3.2. Colonial Juxtaposition
This brings me to another moment in the city’s history, another

break, or rupture of a hitherto indigenous process. (fig. 7.11)

7.9. A juxtaposition of the formal
(planned), and informal (organic)
fabrics/processes in the medieval
city, (AlSayyad 1991)

7.10. A juxtaposition of a formal
(planned) physical environment, and
an informal use of the public space
in contemporary Cairo
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break, or rupture of a hitherto indigenous process. (fig. 7.11)
illustrates another juxtaposition of two models. The‘ opposite map
represents Cairo in 1869, almost fifty years after the modernization

efforts have started in the aftermath of European cultural encounter

at the tlim of the nineteenth century. Here, Haussmann’s model was

physically juxtaposed to the medieval city. A new city, a product of

a new cultural paradigm, was founded right next to the oid city, a

product of indigenous paradigm. The latter was considered as

ahistoric, unable to evolve, and hence was left to decay. The new - 7.11. A juxtaposition of the
, . - o L medieval and colonial cities in the
urban form - and here the comparison to New Delhi or Algiers is middle of the Nineteenth century,

_ . (Abu-Lughod 1971)
legitimate - was realized as ‘the’ city, having wide, lit streets : '

. according to military necessities and hygiene require_m_ents, within
which, infrastructure networks were laid out and public transit lines
lwhere constructed. The nineteehth century colonial city of Cairo has ‘

resulted in a dual physical form, as most urban historians agree
upon. But, more impottahtly, it resulted in a more profound chasm
in the city’s cultural identity -- a chasm from which contemporary.
Cairo is still suffering till today. Neither the complex, heterogeneous
urb‘an form that contemp‘orary‘ Cairo encompasses today, nor the
different political and socioeconomic measures throughout the past

'century»and half -- including the national revolution as I have -
discussed in chapter 6 -- managed to bridge this dué.l cultural
identity.'® Two cultural realms have persisted, their exclusiveness
has just started to dissolve during the past.twenty years, and their

confrontation is apparent in the public space.

163 Al-Shaks argues that today, Cairo, as many other cities both economic and cultural g'lobalization, is suffering
from a polarization between those oriented towards the West and those upholding traditional and religious norms and
values. Salah El-Shakhs, “Globalization and African Cities: The Case of Cairo.” APA 57, Sep. (1997): 1, 6-7. ‘
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7.4. Two Reversed Processes of Urban Transforrhation
By comparing fhe two phases described above, one can discern two
~ reversed proéesses of cultural/physical tr_ansfonfmafion. Following
the city’s urban growth, the two processes could be epitomized by
employing two urban spaces, the Bayh al-Qasrayn and Midan al-
Rimilah. | |
The first spac,ev(ﬁg. 7.12) represents‘the prbcess through whiéh the
medieval 'city has evolved, while the second (fig. 7.13) |
demonstrates how the modern city has started and how it still e)-(ists
“today.'*® T'he.one is, as I will discuss preséﬁtly, a convergence of
initially dual fnodels, and the other is a divergence of a hitherto _

coherent indigenous process.

7.12. Bayn al-Qasrayn urban spabe: a process of transformation from 969 AD till 1798 AD; a convergence
of two initially conflicting models, (AlSayyad 1994) :

~ Bayn al-Qasrayn, initially a royal plaza, and literally means “the
space between .the,fwo palaces”, was founded as part of the Fatimid

~ royal city of Cair_o i_n 969 AD. It had followed, as AlSayyad
illustrates, a series of morphological changes before it attained the

organic form it reflects today.'®® AlSayyad’s argument for the cause

¢ The first diagram of urban transformation is developed by Al-Sayyad in his study of medieval Cairo, the other
space was part of a master thesis by Ahmad among her documentation and analysis of other urban spaces in Cairo.
Neither of the scholars starts with the same premise I have here, and the responsibility of using their models to
support my argument is all mine. : : ’

15 Nezar AlSayyad, “Bayn al-Qasrayn: The Street between the Two Palaces”, in Celik, Favro, Ingersoll, eds.,
Streets: Critical Perspectives o Public Space, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994), 71-82.

124




organic form it reflects today.'* AlSayyad’s argument for the _causeb :

-of this metamorohosis is the shift that took place in this period from"

the Fétimidl dynasty, Shiiti, to the Ayyubids, Sunﬁi. More important

is the decision to open the hitherto exclusive city to the public, hence
alloWing for the popular culture to participate in the shaping of the

city, both physically and culturally. This process of urban/cultural

synthesis resulted eventually in the popular culture to dominate the

~ formal order, but not to replace it. In other words, the product that -

we witness today reflects an organic form, as an evidence of a
spontaneous process of growth, rather than a rectilinear geometry,
which represents the formal plan.’

One needs here to distinguish the individual (archit_ecfure) buildings,

from that of the overall fabric. Buildings, clusters and royal

.complexes that surround the Maydan are predominantly a product of

the High culture, i.e. royal decisions. Yet, the manner in which

they cluster - each built in different period, responds to the previous

ccontext and creates a new setting for the one to follow. Each new

addition reﬂecto a spatial pattern which resembles, or is part of, the
larger context of the residential/commercial districts, hence the city
fabric at large. This should not be seen 'as evidence against my
argﬁment of High/Popular duality. Rather, it supports the dynamic -
nature of fheir relationship. Dospite the initial duality of the two |
cultufal/physical duality, the two models, through a process of
negotiation, have reached a reconciliatory model. The gap has been

reduced to the point that one could hardly discern, when looking at

15 Nezar AlSayyad, “Bayn al-Qasrayn: The Street between the Two Palaces”, in Celik, Favro, Ingersoll, eds.,
Streets: Critical Perspectives o Public Space, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1994), 71-82.
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Midan al-Rimilah is another initially formal plaza, which was used

for military training and royal processions. In contrast to Bayn al-
Qasrayn, this space had developed as a result of a sequence of urban
developments until it was spatially defined. This fact was in part due
to its location outside of the Fatimid’s walls, and it was not until the
Ayyubid’s Citadel was built that this space, at the Citadel’s foothill,
gained its importance. From the perspective of this study, the
relevant starting point of urban transformation is when this Maydan
has reached its complete spatial coherence, regardless of the process
that had shaped before. My point of departure is when it began to be
transformed from an organic (or a synthesis of both cultural models
as in the case of Bayn al-Qasrayn), into a formal plan according to
traffic requireménts, and visual axes based on European principles. -
The gradual transformation illustrated in the diagram (fig 7.13)
represents another cycle of the dynamics between two cultural
models; in this case, a phase of divergence. Here, the two
frameworks, the popular and the institutional, although starting from
one single meeting point, that is the Maydan, went for almost a

century and a half in two different directions. The gap between the

7.1_3..A'/Iaydan al-Rimilah urban space: a process of transformation from 1798 AD till today; a divergence of
an initially coherent model, (Ahmed 1993)
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_ .two models, manifested in a formal urban selting and popular

patterns of using its spaces, is apparent today and is vefy similar to

the ones described above in the colonial city and that in the wéstem
part of Cairo. Whether this apparent divergeh‘ce will change its

course towards another synthesis or not is my main hypothesis thatI

will discuss presently.

7.5. TWo Processes of Cultural Change

Moving to a more abstract level, one can represent the two procésses
of divérgence and convergence in context of cultoral change as N
shown in the opposite graph (fig. 7.14). The use of this-diagram'

here is perhaps prefnature as I will discuss it in detail in the

following chapter. Yet, for the purpose of the structure of my

* argument presented here, I have chosen to preoent a brief summary

of this model, risking the reador’s temporary confusion, in the hope

of a coherent structure.

First, this diagram represents a possible interpretation of how a
process of change could be portrayed in context of two cultural
models embraced by two cultural groups. Here, I should make the
point that it 'wao necessary while building this model to develop, or-
adopt, a set of polarlties in order to establish the two cultural
extremes. This, however, should not be regarded as an.
acknowledgment, nor an attempt to perpetuate, these dichotomies. A
whole range of grades naturally exist in any society. Yet, as it was
clear in the urban form, one can still recognize the contrast between

two extreme cultural models. The terms High vs. Popular cultures, -
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Ruling vs. Populous cultural groups, Impofted or Alien vs.

In'd-igenous. models ére merely extensions of already existing set of

~ cultural and urban duality .in the academic discourse. -

“Secondly, this diagram, or model, describes three phases of cultufal
transitions tha; a society may undéréo whenever it faces a paradigm |
shift or a civilizational change. Such shift,'as presented in the éase
of Caird, is not neceséarily coincided with political or econonﬁc
lchange, nor is a result of minor cultural transformations. It is
primarily associated with a tumiﬁg point of how the world is

| conceived anc_l, acc\:ordingly,i with a set of values involved. The

_ Renaissancé is a good example in the history of Europe, while the
coloﬁial enCou’nter:was the most recent paiadigm shift in the case in
Cairo.

Thirdly, by looking at moments priof and after such a shift, one

' cduld recognize an existing indigenous cultural model operating in a
state of ‘coherence’ or ‘harmony’ before the advent of a new foreign
mbdel.‘“’ Along the historical line, the culfural change could be
conﬁgured through the dynamics betweén two cultural groups; the
Ruling ahd the Popular'® -- each has a different pattern lof change,
and a different response to the external cultural forces. The first
group, a c;ulturélly-ruling minority, embraces foreign models, and is
charécterized by rapid change and abrupt transition. The Popular
group, bn the other hand, is constituted by the society at large,'

usually follows a slower pace and having a gradual pattern of

' The terms ‘coherence’ and ‘harmony’ are employed here, despite their deﬁciency and loaded meaning, for lack of
* better terms. What is alluded to here is a common ground, or a shared world view among different societal groups
with considerable generalization, regardless their economic or political status.

7 [ am borrowing those terms, Popular and Ruling, from Shoshan’s study of the two cultural groups in medieval
Cairo. Boaz Shoshan, Popular Culture in Medieval Cairo (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993)
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change.'®®

Finally, the iﬁitially foreign cultural models are extemélly imposed
and internally embraced by local ruling elite, an empoWéred cﬁltural
group. This alien médel, however, filters through other s_ocif;tal

- groups which in turn start to assimilate in a graduaj process ovf '
indigenization, or reconciliation. This ﬁrst phasé is referred to as
‘divergenc_e’, while the second as that of ‘convergence’, (eachiﬁg a-
‘new’ inciigerious model, a marriage between fhe initial'culuiral
duality. Another extémal cultural force may cause another 'rupture

‘ and divergencc; At any given moment, the two groups are in |
different stages of transition from one cultural mode to another, and

here is where a conflict arises.'®

7.6. Urban/Cultural Dynamics

This rather sketchy outline might be clarified by introducing oné
further defail. Throu'g.h a cross- section of these phases, one can
understand the role of cultural groups‘ and ;heirvinter-dynamics |
manifested in their cultural and urban interactipn. One example, and
here I fefer to the Arab-Islarhic period of the medieVal city,

- represents the two cultur_al groups at a certain moment, both their .'
cultural and phy.sical products, and their involved dynamics, (fig.

| 7.14)." In this example, the first identiﬁed group is the ruling elite.-

'8 It important to mention here that cultural groups defined in this context do not necessarily coincide with social
strata or political divisions, although they usually run parallel to each other. In other words, at any given moment, a
society may be divided into upper and lower classes, and between ruling and ruled groups, yet, culturally speakmg, in
terms of indigenous vs. foreign, the division should not run through the same line.

' The description of the process of change in this model seems rather unsatisfactory brief. My further mvestlgauon
of that model, however, involves other layers such as interchangeable polarities, definition of cultural groups and
their patterns of change, as well as different views of looking at historical change in terms of progressional or
regressional linear change, cyclical or spiral accelerating mode, etc. For more detailed investigation see below
Chapter 8: “Theoritical Model of Cultutal Change”.

' Shoshan’s analysis of the two cultural productions, in this graph representing the cultural urban proﬁle of that
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Its cultural produét is manifested. in events initiated by the rulers
-such as triumphant processions, the plenitude of the Nile ceremony .
and the Id al-F it.r. féstiyity; while the ex'clusivé-palatial city is a
manifestation of ‘the physical product undertaken by this group. On
the popular level, the other cultural group practices of Suﬁ culfs
such as al-Mulid, the Nawrouz annual festival or the grain riots are
diffe_rent manifestations of popular culture (not initiated by the .state).
The spontaneous process of urban growth is,d physical product of
the same group. Other intermediate groups are also identified, such
as thé Ulama (scholars) and Tujjdr (merchants), whosé role swings
as bdth a medium of transmission and a tension 1ubricator Between
the two ends of the polarity."
By cutting other sections along the course of the city’s 'history,.I '
argue, we cém reﬂect on today’s conflict in public space, its
'underlvying cultural dynamics and the different agents involved in the
process of interchange. Among those agents are indeed the
architects/planners and cultural leaders - those who should not only
-be awvare of and__acknowledge.their cultural position in each phase of
transitioﬁ, but also operate within a mode of cultural reconciliation
that would help accelerating an eventual coherence. This rble will

. furthervdiscuss‘ed in chapter 9.

7.7. C_onclusion

In this chapter I have attempted to assemble some critical ideas

" Boaz Shoshan, Popular Culture in Medieval Cairo (Cambridge: Cémbridge University Press, 1993)
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discussed in detail in the preceding chapters. I have also introduced
a framewqu fOf my general conceptual model of cultural change that
I will discuss in the following chapters. The extensive use of
diagrams and other visual. material was purposely emphasized to
balémce the father descriptive narrative during both the . |
documentation of exiting patterns and historical analysis. It also
serves to contextualize some of the abstract ideas through the ﬁse of
photos and maps; and to link the rather fragmented pieces of history
‘into a more coherent structure through the use of diagfams. This
method was chosen in the hope of breaking the monotony of the _

descriptive narrative before moving to the following abstract model.
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| 8. THEORETICAL MODEL OF CULTURAL CHANGE: |

A Possible Interpretation

In the preceding parts I have, first, identified the current conflict

taking place in the Cairene public space through the documentation -

of both its physical manifestation and the analysis of some of its

underlying cultural values. In part II, I have traced the historical

roots of such conflict in each of the city’s consecutive urban phases.

What follows in this concluding part is intended, by discussing the
patterns of change in societies from one cultural paradigm to

another, to pose a theoretical model of historical interpretation.

As this study argues, there have been two parallel processes and
non-comparable degrees of change occurring in each of the

transitional stages from one cultural paradigm to-another. Each of

the two processes has a different pace and pattern of trahsforrnation.

In order to clarify this argument one needs first to establish some

definitions of terms that will be used through this study. What kind

of change we mean? Which mode of living is associated with each

phaée and societal group? And who are the two parties pur‘suing' the

different processes of change?. -

8.1. EstabliShed Dichotomies

Thé seemingly Hegelian approach of historical explanation
undertaken in this part of the s‘tudy was necessary to eétablish the
two ends of cultural conflict. This dialectic model of evolution is

certainly only one possible way among many of explaining history.
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Yet, starting from this study’s perspective, its attempt to understand

the apparent conflict and expanding to existing realities, it seems .
appropriate to follow thissynthesiiing approach. The choice to
adopt this framework was intended lo resolve the conflict by
developing a reconciliatory model rather than perpetuating the
classical dichbtomies described in detail in this study.
It is almost impossible, in cultural studies dealing with such conﬂict,
not to get trapped in the classical dichotomies: Traditional vs. |
Modern, Developing vs. Developed, Third World vs. First World
and so forth: One of the well—knowo dichotomies in societal change
1s the one developed by Toennies at the turn of the century.” The
Traditional/Moderh relationship was further analyzed in terms of
modes of life, emphasizing the Individual/Group differences.
Tonnies’ thesis, although it did not really bring about a new
definition of opposing societal groups, had further pursued and
deeply perpetuated the two topologies of social relationship, the
Gemeinséhaft or Community, and the Geselschaft or Society. The
ﬁret, according to this model, refers to the ‘Traditional’ way of life,
while the latt}er‘was developed during the industrial revolution and as
part of the Enlightenment lhoughts, namely that of emancipation
from lraditioh7 zlnd hence the ‘Modern’. Abu.-Lughod argues that
_classical dichotomies that prevailed before the ‘Second World War, _
the ones primarily established during the Colonlal pllese '
: (eolonized/colonizers) were replaced by more economic

(developing/developed) and geographic terms (South/North), yet

'”2 Ferdinad Toenmes ommumty and Society (Gememschaft und Gesellschaft) (1957; 1988; reprint, New

Brunswick, New Jersy: Transaction Publisher, 1993).



without a fundamental chénge in their structural relationship.'”

This study starts from the pfennse that there exists a conﬂiet_

| between two Tarties’,”“ two initia_lly operating agents, yet looks to
avoid their ﬁXed and self-perpetuating positions. Moreover, it’
argues that political and ec__onomic dichotomies have been for a long
time mistakenly associated with cultural realm's.I suggest thatv_
cultural dynarnj:cs are more independent from social, economic and
political factors than the traditional dichotonlieé would allow,
‘although not entirely separate In other words, it could be argued,
there exists a certain measure of cultural 1nterchangeab1hty between

the two ‘ends’ of these dichotomies.

The cla__ssical dichotomy of Traditional vs; Modern implies an

' unspoken hiétoﬁcal evolution from one mode,to another, a uni- A
directional temporal dimension, and hence bears a euggesti\}e
historic_inevitahility. The two ‘ends’ ndopted in this study hox;vever
ere operating in al two-directional strhctura] reIationship within each
historical epoeh, and hence no historic inevitability is implied.
In summary, the Ruling and Popular parties and theif associated
High and PopuIar cultures could be easily assumed to be equivalent
to the'classicaI MocIem Vvs. Traditional. Yet, as I have just
nlentioned, they operate within a vertical laxis that represents' a

structural (synchronic) relationship rather than a horizontal axis of a

13 Janet L. Abu-Lughod, “Dlsappearmg Dichotomies: First World- Third World Tradmonal Modern,” TDSR Vol. III

No. II (1992): 7-12.

7 The term ‘Party’ will be used through the rest of this to describe each of the two 1dent1ﬁed ‘cultural” groups.
Despite its apparent political association, this term was selected with no intended political or socioeconomic (in
terms of class) 1mphcatlons The lack of another equivalent and less mdlcanve term was the only reason to employ

it.
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' témporal (diachronic) evolution. I shall return to this point in detail

when discuééing the two parﬁes and their dynamics.”” (fig. 8.1)

8.2. Two Pi'ocesses of Change, Gra.dual "vs. Abrupt
Another key idea to this conceptual model is the noﬁ-parallel l
processes of change. Although my :interest of this study is primarily
focused on the societal level, one could draw an analogy from a |
| similar situation of two non-parallel processes of change in human
vpsychology. It is important to ndte heré that iﬁsights derived from -
this parallel are nothing bﬁt an instrument to test our hypothesis |
rather than applying another discipline’s model on the one of societal
and cultural change. |
Sennet’s argument in that context is invaluable.” According to
’ Sennet, three patterns of personal béhavior mark what he calls
‘Purified Identity’, the making of a choicé without being involved in
a ‘true’ experience, and the constant desire to be ‘on top pf
things’."””. These patterns result from a “voluntary limitation on the
individual’s freedom, in order to evade the very fact of growth--the B
emergence of the unknown”. The most ihtriguing model though is
the personal stage of adolescence “in which the time scales of
growth are not in harmony. Sexual, intellectual, and perceptual
powers grow at rate far in advance of the fund of_experienées the
- individual possesses”'” causing a ‘crisis of identity’. This model is
very important to the following discussion of the two processesvof

cultural transfdrmation with their different rates of change: the one is

"5 See 8.9. of this study: ‘Three Phases of Transmon

176 Richard Sennett, The Uses of Disorder: Personal Identity and Cltv Life (New York: W.W. Norton, 1970).
' For the three behavioral patterns see Ibid., 12-16.

178 Ibid., 18.
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gradual while the other 1s abrupt.. Fmally, borrowing another model .
from Sennet, this act of ‘isolation, of oneself from actual experience
will be further empl'oyed in the discussion of the Modern paradigm -

within the early Colonial phase. Interestingly enough, Sennet's

. discussion of this idea involved the practice of young professionals

(doctors and planners, among his examples) who, out of the fear of

involvement in their ‘patients’, and their ‘search for purity’, tended

to make themselves fixed objects rather than open persons. This

objectification process is quite similar to what-Mitchell called ‘the

. world-as-an-exhibition” experience, the main characteristic

governing the Modern politics and institutional (edueational, military
and urban) structures during the nineteenth century in ,Cairo”‘°.
These two parallel’ worlds, of the two societal “parties’ are, as this

study argues, a product of the same attempt to maintain a ‘Purified

Identity’, a characteristic associated with the Modern paradigm and

its colonial agents. Mitchell’s thesis in that respect has already been

'presented in detail while discussing the Islamic and Colonial cities of

-

Cairo."®

8.3. A Model

Before pursuiné this exploration further, it is worth mentionin'g that
the term ‘Model’ may not be what I really mean when trying to
analyze the cultural process of change as it bears a certain dogmatle
implication as well a determmlstlc approach to the reading of

history. In contrast, the intention here is to provide for a possxble

' Timothy Mitchell, “As If The World Were Divided in Two The Birth of Politics in Turn of—the Century Cairo”
(Ph.D. diss. Princeton University, 1984). ,
1% See Part II of this studies, Chapter 4: “The medieval Clty" and Chapter 5: “The Colomal Cxty”
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8.1. A conceptual model representing the process of culturél/urban change’

138



explanation of the processes of cultural and civilizational changes
that are already evident in Cairene history. This could lead toa
framework of operation for iﬁtellectuals, planners ahd cultural
leaders within the existing apparent “time of conflict”. The term |
Model is therefore a possible future ‘framework’ fdr action rather

' than a ‘frame’ in which the reading of history should be molded.

8.4. Ruling vs. Popplar Parties

The first argument in this model is that there exists a societal split in.
terms of action and response to the forces of cultural change in each
phase of civilizational evolution. This horizontal split produces and
results from formal and informal actions and their.agents (parties) in
society. The formal party is associated with the ruling class,
aristocracy, and the elite in-addition to the upper middle classes and
'bourgeqis.ie. Its realm of operation lies within the institutional
frameworks. It consists, accordingly, of a minority that holds the
power, and has the ability to introduce and impose changes. The
infprmal party comprises the rest of the society, the mass |
population, and is usually associated with the middle and lower
classes (i.e. the common people). The reason I refer to the latter
group as ‘inforrﬁal’ is the fact that its mode of ope_;rativon lies
predominantly outside ‘formal’, or institutional frameworks. This
definition could be applied on both the cultural and spatial domains
as I will discuss 'preseﬁtly. Avoiding the confusion with the formal
and informal settlements, I h‘ave been referring to the former as the

‘Ruling party’, and to the latter as the ‘Popular party’. Both meant to

be cultural, rather than political, entities.




In order to contextualize my proposed classiﬁéation, we need to
briefly look at the current debate of post-colohial studies. Attempts |
have been made‘to review cultural discourses developed within the
- colonial bolitical fr-amework‘and to ch.a.llenge its associated poWer
s',tructure (Asad, 1973). Efforts to develop an alternative reading of
those decolonized cultures, however, have been discredited aS being
no less biased than the ones.they had deconstructed."*' In‘ the field
of urbanism, post-colonial studies generally follow two main
_directions. Studies on colonial urbanism (al-Sayyad, 1992) and its
cultural mjsinterprétation' (Said, 1979, and Mitchell, 1989) on the
one hand, aré complemented by attempts to decode the indigenous :
- .processes of urban gro'wth (Haklm, 1986 and Akbar, 1988) onthe
other. The structural relationship betWeen fhe two models, dominant
' vvs.' dominated, on both the urban and cultural levels is the general
focus of this following part, and defines its scope. My main concern
is to understand the interrelationship between a ‘Ruling’ cultural
model, and a ‘Populaf’ one, two terms that I will attempt to deﬁne,
in the realm of public space in the aftermath of the colonial . -
encounter.
According to .Anthony King,'® to cite one example of the above
discourse, “under the Western colonial paradigm the world was
divided into two categories -o'f sociétics: the colonizers and the

natives. The former are the powerful, administratively advanced,

! For a comprehensive reading of post-colonial studies see Bill Ashcroft, Gareth Griffiths, and Helen Tiffin, eds.,
The Post-Colonial Studies Reader (London and New York: Routledge, 1997)

® Anthony King, “Introduction: Spaces of Culture, Spaces of Knowledge” in Culture, Globalization and the World
- Economy, ed. Anthony King (Macmillan, Houndmills, 1991)
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racially Caucasoid, nominally Christian, mainly Eufopean, dominant
natidns, while the latter are the powerless, organizationally
backward, traditionally rooted, dominated societies. A constrﬁcted

' image, totalizing the native, controlled the interaction between thE;
two in administrative policies, literary discourse, and in archiiécture

and urban form.”'*

- Boaz Shoshan’s definition of popular culture in medieval Cairo'™ is
relevant to my argument. Historically, the term “popular culture” has
been used as an elusive concept whose boundaries: shift in response
to différent circumstances. Whether the term is assoéiated.with the
oppressed class (Marxist interpretation) or with the illiterate, as a
result of 'politicail'or educafional'condit_ions, is only one questfon.’
The second question, as Shoshan argues, would be whether this
“‘popular culture’ was created by the people or for them, or perhaps
both possibilitieslapply as he concludes.' The term ‘pop_ul_ar’ itself,
including its expression of ‘cultural practicés’, suffers a_deﬁnition -
problematic of an ideological structure. The very concept inevitably
implieé an ‘inferior status’ of a separate entity revealed and ,
(historically) rejected by the learned.'® It is noteworthy here to asscrt
the intention of.this study, inevitably part of the academic discourse.

~which in turn is a key institution of the ‘Modern’ framework of

knowledge is to avoid such an implication.

8 Nezar AlSayyad, “Urbanism and the Dominance Equation: Reflection on Colonialism and National Equation,” in
- Forms of Dominance: On Architecture and Urbanism of the Colonial Enterprise, ed. Nezar AlSayyad (Aldershot;

Brookfield, Vt.: Averbury, 1992), 1-26., quoting Ibid. ,

13 Boaz Shoshan, Popular Culture in Medieval Cairo (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993).

% Ibid., 6-7.

% Ibid., 67.
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During the discussion of different stages of cultural change, the term
‘High’ culture Will be occasionally used to describe the éultural ‘
values embraced and adopted by the Ruling party. And because the |
Ruling/Ruled opposition implies certain passivity ascribed to the
sec}on.dvparty, the term Popular' will be used to refer both to thé party -
(the agent) as Well as td its culture. In other words, Whereas the
Ruling party embraces a ‘High’ culture, the Popular party poésesses

‘Popular’ cultural values.

Finally, the two identified parties, the Ruling and the Popu.lar,
although distinct and opefating on different levels and within
different‘pattems of transition, sometimes create an intermediate
party at some stage of transition and for different reasons. Most -
prominenf among these conditions is a mediating role to bridge the

' huge gap that arises during particular phases of transition. This
mediating role, as will be argu_ed later, is employed to alieviate the
pressure, ease the control and overcome the rise of opposition by

Aon_e party té the othef.‘x’ Important as it is, this intermediate party
will not be the focus of my analysis while discussing the patterns
governing the transitiohal phases for each of the two main parties.
However, it shéres a major role, and hence is a major part of my
concern, when discgssing the rnéchahisms bé_tween the two parties

at.a certain stage of the modern history of Cairo.'*®

. For the setting up of indigenous elites as a colonial protégé, and mediating between colonial rule and local
‘subjects, see Edward Goldsmith, “Development as Colonialism,” The Ecologist, Vol. 27. No. 2 (March-April,
1997): 69. ' -
% For the role these intermediate strata had played during the Islamic phase see Chapter 4; and for the Colonial -
phase see Chapter 5 of this study.
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- 8.5. From one Pai‘adigm to Another
When one mentions the term ‘paradigm shift’ a whole set of
assumptions jumps to mind. Does it refer .to cultural values or 
modes of relationship? Is it the scientific revolution and the use of
knowledge to éubdue Nature? Or is it the economic and industrial
revolution that brought about all of the above? Hard as it is to
determine which is the cause and which is the effect, it is also |
'Beyorid the scope of this stﬁdy to try to answer any of these |

- questions.' However, it is absolutely central to the understanding
of the process of societal change to address the issue of a ‘shift’ as
opposed to-a ‘change’. While the la&er might not cause a |
fundamental transfdrmation of an existing (active) model, the former
implies the introduction of a completely alien, yet coherent model’
“that is intended to ‘replace’ the exiting one, hence causing a rupture,

in the continuation of the exiting model.

It is also important to note that when discussing this concept of
rupture, it not only describes a chahge'in a ruling system (political
change), an economic base, or even a minor cultural transformation
| (from Catholicism to Protestantism or from Sunni to Shi‘i for
example). It ratﬁer refers to a ‘civilizational’ cha'n.ge.“’" Not only
that, it is a change th_at ‘breaks’ with the continuity of an existing

valid model. In other words, the two civilizations, the one prior to

* For further discussion on the notion of a paradigm shift see for example Thomas S. Kuhn, The Structure of
Scientific Revolution (Chicago and London: The University of Chicago Press, 1962); and Fritjof Capra. The
Turning Point: Science, Society and the Rising Culture (New York: Bantam books, 1982)

% For further discussion on the scope of the term ‘civilization’ in history, and its distinction from the term ‘culture

see Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of the World Order (New York: Simon &
Schuster, 1996), 40-44.

’
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- context of each of them, and, more importantly, what measures of

rupture it had caused to the ‘paradigm’ that preceded it.

and the one after this specific break, have opposing models or are in
‘conflict’ with each other. They could not coexist. Rather, one will
dominate, and eventually replace the other. In that case it is safe to

assume that the one in its zenith will be likely to win the battle.

8.6. The Case of Egyptran History

In order to clarrfy both -concepts of ‘change’ and shrft I will apply

| | L=
them on our case of Egyptian history. Among others two l R l /ﬁq ‘ '
o

arguments of historical interpretation are presented below, each

P g
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attempting to reach a classification of civilizational phases form a

different perspective. What is relevant to our study is neither
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8.2, 8.3. Major cycles of

Culturally speaking, some historians'*' agree that the long Egyptian . ‘civilzational’ shifts vis a vis minor
. ; o : cultural change in the case of
history, although characterized by a multiplicity of ruling powers, - Egyptian history

~could be epitomized in three major pharses. The first is the aneient

Egyptian (popularly known as the Pharaonic) stretching from the
pre-dynastic_age (approrr. 5000 BC) till the advent of Islam 641 AD.
This includes both the Greek-and the R.oman political dominuim,

and culturally embodies the Christian (or Coptic) era. The second is
the Arab-Islamic phase starting the seventh century and ending in the
late eighteenth century, including the different dynasties that ruled

either autonomously or as a provincial state of an external Caliph. It

v, Fearing that it might exceed the scope of this study, I chose not to give space to present any of these theories in
this context. : . . :
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also includes the Sunni-Shi‘i-Sunni cﬁangés. And finally, we have
the ‘Modem; ph‘ase_from.the early nineteenth century until today.
This last (relétively very short) phase includes also the colonial
(either nomihally or virtually) pefiod, the post—nationalizativon
soci‘al‘ist- state, and the.curr'ent open market state. ‘
Although this quick overview might seem unfair for such a long
period of time, it is essential to my proposed definitions 0f ‘chénge’
and ‘shift’. While the term ‘change’ depicts an internal transition
from one sub-phase to another, the term ‘shift’ will be used to
describe the transformation from one phasé of civilization to another
(for example, from pre-Islamic to Islamic, or from pre-Modern to
Modern). As mentioned above, this shift includes a break from the
existing, and the introduction of new, modes of living - a shift in the
paradigm governing them. (fig. 8.2, 8.3)

In light of this interpretation, the scope of this study is limited to the

~ second ‘shift’ in Egyptian history: the one from the medieval,

Islamic or pre-Modern (major) phase to the Modern one, stretching

from the colonial sub-phase till foday.

The above classiﬁcétion of _civilizational phases, the products of
shifts in Egyptiah history, should not be adopted as the only
historical interpretation. Different theses have concluded at what is
regarded as a common, continuous phase; and when and Why a
rupture had taken place. These are other modéls of historical change.
Chiefly among these interpretations is the one based on the evolution
of religion. According to this view, the introduction of monotheism

by Ikhneton and Moses during the fourteenth century BC was a
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major break of the hitherto p(-)lyth.eistic'religi.on.“’Z The Graece—'_
Roman sub-phasés according to this view are stili unresolved, as it
had involved regressioh from a monotheistic to a pagan religion.
Judéism, Christianity and Islam cohstitute one continuous religious
paradigm that.remained active and intact until, and here is the point
of rﬁy concern, the advent of the Modern secular paradigm céusing
another rupture of a hitherto continuous model. In short, based. on
this interprefation, religion is the definitive criteriQn in classifying

“historical phases.

To briefly summarize this part, the point that I haVé trying to
emphasize is neithéf the civilizational nor the rAeligiQus'interpretation,
but rather that the Modern paradigm has caused a severe rupture of
What was previously a valid rhodél, either culturally or religiously
Speaking. The following patterns of change will start frérn this

premise.

8.7. Patterns of Change

So far I have attempted to develop a definition for both parties, i.e.
the Ruling and the Popular, and also to establish an understanding '
of whaf I'mean By a civilizational change in both the general and
‘.Egyptian historical épntexts. Bﬁilding on thaf, in this se_:ction ITwill
analyze the two differeﬁt processes carried out by the, two different
parties as a response fo rhajor shifts in the civilizational continuity.

First, to undgrstand the nature of each party, I will start by

%2 There are different theories regarding the identity of both religious reformers. The most famous is Freud’s
hypothesis that both men were but one person. For more about this theory see Sigmund Freud, Moses and
Monotheism (New York: Vintage Books, 1955). .
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: disc_ussiné its characteristics in terms of a) its ability to accept
cultural change,vb) its rate of cultural transformation, and finally c)
how deep this change penetfates into its societal layers. As
expléinéd in my above discussion of the different stages of the
Cairene history (Part II of this study), the two parallel forces o.f
historical contiﬁuity do not necessarily imply an equal capacity,
ﬂéxiﬁility or depth of response to the cultural change (fig. 8.4; 8.5).
The fbllowing characteristics of each party, however, are not
essential or * given’ to the Egyptian history - rather they are

historically produced and culturally accumulated.

The Ruling party iS, as I argue, more receptive, with a tendency to

. accept (sometimes to welcome) the new', ‘alien’ model, or imported
one. It also takes shorter time to absorb the change. In other words :
its pattern of change has a rapid pace. By looking at the period prior
and the one just after the introduction of the new model, one could
recognize that the Ruling party has already taken the initiative to |
ad(_)pt this model. It is as if the first manifestation of the new model
occurs predominantly within_the Ruling party’s cultural domain -
causing therefore an abrupt transition. Finally, given the size and
number of this party (a minority as noted above) compared to the
Popular one, .its abiljty to rﬁaneuVef, and change its cultural values is
easily measured by cultural analysts and highly admired by
renewalists.'”® This ability is related to its cultural dominance,

economic advantage as well as its technical convenience. The Ruling

193 T perhaps need not to mention that avant-gard and “progressive” movements are predominantly developed from
within the cultural elite. Those who believe in their role to lead the society at large towards change, and to break
with tradition. , ' :
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party"s values, manifested in the institutional strucfure, are therefore
more likely to be able to adapt more easily in response to cultural |
changes. To conclude, the rapid pace, abrupf transition, and abilityr
to adapt all characterize the Ruling party’s pattern of chénge.

The Popular party, in contrést, displays the extreme opposite °
characteristics with respect to its patterns of change. It takes
generations to transform 1ts cultural values, a change‘that invoived
only few yems on the institutional level.” It is also engaged ina
more gradual transition. Even when associated with an abrupt |
politie_al event such as a national revolution' (a radical change from
imperialism to socialism for example), culture takes time to absorb
it. This party also écquires, and is framed within a deeper cultural

~ platform, or collective unconsciousness, which is a result of its
cumulative civilizational layers. Cultural values and social structures
hinder individual initiatives that might take place_in the Ruling party
through institutional change. It is therefore not as flexible and ready
1o adapt its ’values and customs by adopting new ones as in the case
of the Ruling party, which in turn has its political obligation lecking |
~ in the Popular party. Finally, the Ruling paﬁy is obviously more

: exposed to new currents of cultural change compared to the Popular
one. The geogrephical as well as its technological privileges, such as
residing in urban centers, having largef access to giobal media, and
possessing meens of cultural commﬁnication, can explain this. The
Popular party’s pattern of chenge is 'flhus slower, gradual in

transition and less capable to sudden adaptation.

14 See for example my discussion of the institutional programs during the early Colonial phase, Chapter 5 of this
study. For more details about the encounter between the institutional and the popular changes, see Timothy

"~ Mitchell, Colonising Egypt (Cairo: The American University in Cairo Press, 1989).

%5 See ‘The Post-revolution City’, Chapter 6 of this study: 6.2. The Revolution and the Socialist State 1952-70.
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8.8. Three Phases of Transition

Having identified the charaéteristiés of both patterns of change, I

will present an explanation of three phases of transition using a basic

diagram, and by giving a historic example whenever pbssible.
Based on the previous historical analysis, thé cultural model prior to
the advent éf the new one is in a state of ‘equilibrium’ (fig. 8.4,
8.5).” The term ‘ecjuilibritim’ however should not be understood
as a condition of stagnation or inabili‘ty to evolve. One has to
distinguish the horizontal axis of histofical c.ontinuity (i.e. the
temporal dimension), ffom'the vertical axis which governs the
rel'ationsl‘lip bétween the two parties (i.e. the structural dimension).
‘Equilibrium"vis used here to describe the vertical axis, the
Ruling/Popular duality iﬁ é cultural sense. In other words, the
parties are operating within the ‘séme’ civilizational model or
paradigm. They rnigh_t be a political tension, a severe cas.t or aclass
split, but they are both in ‘cultural harmony’. There exists a
common understanding and acceptance of their perception of the
world (including the other party, and of course for the concern of
thfs study, the physical manifestation of such understanding). This
‘equilibrium’ or harmony on the vertical axis is a resultant of a
‘cumula‘tive hiStqrical process, almost identical, as this study argues,
to the one that will eventually -- hypothetically -- be attained.

Theoretically speaking, one could imagine that a full-cycle of
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8.4, 8.5. Three phase of cultural
change: divergence, convergence and
- equilibrium, carried out be two
identified societal groups Ruling: .
* and Popular parties '

<~

"¢ The terms equilibrium, stability, harmony or coherence are all problematic definitions to the state I am depicting
here. They imply by definition a rather “static” understanding not intended in my approach. Equilibrium, the term I

chose for the lack of better definition, is also associated with Anthropologist and Sociologist Functional Theory at

the turn of the century, namely Durkheim’s organic and mechanical models. It thus bears an ahistoric connotation

that [ insist to avoid.
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evolution in terms of the civilizational change will have to undergo
the three folloWing phases. The state of hafmony will be therefore,
as it was the last phase prior to the shifting point (or moment), the

last phase of the emerging civilizational era.

After the moment of change takes place, the ‘divergence’ of the two
horizontal processes of historical continuity is apparent. While the
Ruliﬁg party, wi_th its ability of a prompt fespoﬁse will passionately
embrace the new model, the Popular party will not only be less
responsive but, in most cases, more rese'rved and/or repulsed. |
More_over, it often resorts i'to, or takes refuge in, its ‘original;
mo'del“’7 és maﬁifested, for example, in the Fundamentalist
Movémenté associated with the political and économic, but basically
the cultural ‘invésion’ by, and the hegemony of, an alién model."®
The rest of this phase is characterized by an accelerated proceés of
change by the Ruling party and a gradﬁal process (after the first
negétive reaction) by‘the Popular party. It is clear, as shown in the
diagram (fig. 8.1, 8.4), that by the end of this phase the gap
between the two parties will have grown to its largest expenf, and
thaf the state of harmony between thérﬁ will have given way to a
state of division. The shared understanding of realities is replaced by
opposing ones. The paradigrﬁ shift has already begun and is in i£s
highest manifeétation. Td illustrate this abstract model, the .early
stage of colonialism serQes as a good example of the con_frontation

and frustration of each party - as they are both operating in two

.7 Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of the World Order (New York: Simon &
Schuster, 1996), 109-120. :
8 These episodes are further discussed in Part II of this study, chapter 6: The Post-revolution City.

150




different and (still) exclusive paradigms or modes of living."”

The second phase, the one of reconciliation, has almost a reverse
nature. It is a phase of ‘gonvergence’; _While the Ruling party’s
pattern of change starts to level off, loosing the rapid pace and
frenzied acceleratlon of the initial stage the gradual change of the
Popular party s pattern is by now considerably steeper. Itis as if the
two parties have reall_zed that the gap m-betwe¢n is not an advantage

to either of them, and have therefore agreed to compromise and seek

‘a meeting point. This meet_ing point however is never midway; it is

always closer to the more powerful and dominant model, the one
that has initiated the change, the originally alien one. This seemingly
reconciliatory process is not as promising as it sounds, as it implies

an excessive loss of the authentic model (hitherto adopted by the

'Popular party), and to a less extent a contprornise on the behalf of

the alien model embraced primarily by the Ruling party.* This
phenomenon can be explained in several'w‘ays. _First is that the
power (and hence tne higher social status) is associa_ted with the
embracing of the'alien model - a motive, strong enough to encourage
the Popular party, and its new generations in particular, to give up

their authentic model in favor to the alien one. To make their choice-

19 For the first encounter between the two models, see Samuel Moreh, Trans., Napoleon in Egypt: Al-Jabarti’s
Chronicle of the French Occupation, 1798 (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993), 19-108; for the encounter

* during the early Colonial phase see Timothy Mitchell, Colonising Egypt (Cairo: The American University in Cairo

Press, 1989), 34-128; and for the urban manifestation of such encounter, see Janet L. Abu- -Lughod, Cairo: 1001
Years of the City Victorious (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1971), Part II, “The Modern Era: A Tale
of Two Cities,” 83-168.

0 By using the two terms “authentic” and “alien” I risk an essent_lallst connotation or an ahistoric misinterpretation.
In contrast, my argument is based on the premise that cultural identity is in state of constant flow - of flux rather
than fixation. Yet, in order to measure a certain cultural phenomenon, one needs to look at the process of change in a
specific “frozen” moment, in whose boundaries relativistic cultural positions could be recognized, hence
indigenous/alien temporary polarity.
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even more difﬁcuit, all institutions (by nature paﬁ of the Ruling
barty) are modeled after the alien paradigm. The educational,
political, legal,-and most of thé cultural institutions have si.nce an
early stage of transformatioﬁ ‘blindly’ embraced the alien powerful
: médel, éonsidered as the ‘ideal’. Finally, and perhaps the most \
critical aspect-of this massive rﬁigration from the one side to the
other is the inability, or the unconscious denial,» of the Popuiar party
to realize that it is loosing its authentic model. This state of illusion
or numbness creates a de.ception that one is able to embrace the new
| valués without giving up his or her own identity. This is the most
dangerous cause of the increasing pace of “degradétioﬁ” of the

authentic model, its rupture, and its replacement by the alien one.

This tendency of the Popular party to gfadually adopt the alien
model, which in turn will eventually shépe the identity of the
society, however, is never an entire drainage of one side to the other
or never a complete capitulation of the authentic model. In other
words, the point of re-conyergénce of both parties although closer to
the alien model’s énd and hence seemingly represents its
ov.erwhelming triumph, is not a complete transformation from an
authentic to an alien model. One would rather describe it as a -
trénsformatio'n from the ‘originally” authentic to the ‘newly’
authentic, an argument that has two possible implications: first, the
Popular Party has more influence than is previously proposed, and

- secondly is that ‘authenticity’ is not. essential. Thi_s means that the

process of gradual transition and assimilation of the alien m.odelen

the behalf of the Popular party eventually creates a model that is as
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valid and authentic as the one prior to the ‘foreign’ intrusion. In
'o'thér words, thé indigenous process of.change will result in an

~ indigenous model, which is a result of the two (previously) §epara_te o
models.

As has been explained in analyzing the historical sfages, and as it is
illustrated in the diagfam (fig. 8.1), this last phas'e of transition Will
eventually lead to the joined-state that was prevalent prior'to thé |
advent of the at-that-time alien, i.e. a state of hai‘mony; The process
goes full circle in terms of ;he vertical axis, thf: two parties’

‘structural relationship, while moving to another civilizational model

along the horizontal phase of historical continuity.

One more things remains to be mentioned in that respect. Within
each of the transitional phases the dynamics between the twd parties
| provide a certain framework for action. For example, within a phase
of harmony, attempts of cultural réconciliat_ion between the two
parties are irrelevant - for societal gaps are not culturally manifest.
During phases of division énd cultural gép, whether in a state of
divergence (phase one) or of convergence (phase two), stratégies
searching for coherence and those addressing issues of authenticity

and alienation, or the inherent and the acquired, are not only relevant

and essential but, one would argue, the only valid framework for

-any successful action. g/ s

(L HAjor. cyuk OF cwvthw&'—? \

€ of geTrREsT:
FMOATENTRUSTS

8.9. A Cycle within Another: . BT

: - lac201 A '
Borrowed from natural sciences, the concept’of_ fractles™ can help 8.6. Major and minor cycles of

*.cultural change

' On the conceptl'of Fractles, see T. J. Catwright, “Planning and Chaos Theory,” APA Journal, Winter (1991): 44-
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illustrate the major cycies of change and the minor ones within, each
| having the same model of the three patterns of transition. The tree
structure (or tlheAcoral reef) for example, has the characteristic of
sameness on both the macro and the micro levels. The more one

zooms in; s’/he will recognize the same structure in a smaller scale.

How that reflects on the already described historical model is what I |

‘will discuss in this section. I further argﬁe here that, the structure of
" transitional phases and sub-phases follow, to a certain extent, a
similar model (of Microcosm/Macrocosm) and thus each historical
mément can be seen in context of either the minor or the major

cycle.

Within oné particular paradigm, so to speak, Sbme political,
€Conomic or cultﬁral forces result in changes in the structural -
relationship bet.ween the two parties (the vertical axis in fig. 8.1)
without causing a change in the parédigm itself. THe rise of Islam,
for example, brought about a change in the bmadigm of the pre-
Islamic civilizations in the lands in which it expanded. Within this‘
paradigm many changes in the political and sectarian structurés,
é.ltﬁough they did not cause a paradigm shift; or rupture, followed
the same transitional phases and patterns. Or, to put it another way,
one facet of society could change wifhout affecting all facets, an.d

" therefore the whole paradigm. |

This means that one could apply on the micro level the same model
“used on the macro scaie. It élso ir_nplies»thét the basic diagram that

represents the different stages of civilizational change contains

56.
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within itself a rnore intricate and complex structure of sub-cycles
including economic, political and cultural changes that do not attain
the level of a civilizational Shlft

From that perspective, the current phase we are witnessing, which

will be t_letailed below, contains sub-cycles and hence Suh-phases

and their governing patterns of transition. This is a very key point to |

my assumption of the patterns of transition because what we might
be witnessing is not necessarily a major cycle, but rather a minor

“one. Therefore, one should be careful analyzing the dynamics

between the two parties in the current condition as they might not be

in accord with ‘the’ major cycle, but rather with *a’ minor one.

If the civilizational phase suggests a rnod'e of ‘convergencef between
the two modeis, the authentic and the 4alien,. while current events
bsugges’t a mode cf ‘divergence’ between both, this does not
necessarily mean that either the model is wrong or our observation is
false. It could simply be that another sub-cycle 'cf change has been
over looked. In the case of recent Egyptian history, for example, the
mcdel suggests a 'stateof ‘convergence’ characterized by a faster

- pace towards a reconciliation after passmg the first phase of abrupt
change and of colomal/local (hence Ruling/Popular) enmity. The
current situation however does not really conﬁrm this assumption.l’
‘This contflict, as the concept of fractles or sub-cycles sugges_ts, is
justiﬁed by a resentment towards the alien modei (being the Western
in thlS case) a fact causmg the state of retreat to Fundamentahsm

that is prevalent The two modes are thus operating within a sub-

cycle of confrontation and apparent divergence. This phenomenon in

: '\/«iuiwm gep

TEoSPELIED —_—
Poridl of B ’
CONVERUENE o

8.7. The convbergence dynamics
accelerated by minor cycles of
cultural change




the contemporary history of Egypt,z"%as dlre_ady described, sta;ted
dﬁring the post-.1973 econqmic reform and dil boom in neighboring
states. Both brought about a minor'cyc;lé of confrontation betWeen
the two parties, the Ruling and the Popular. The former opened the
door to Westem culture in a blunt manner, 'aﬁd fhreatenéd lscai
cultural bpund_aries.' This in turn caused the Popular panyi,tvo
consolidats and encourage its self-assertive tendency,*” being -one,

" and of course not the only, cause of the new Islamist movements.”

‘These sub-cycles however are as not long-lasting as the major ones.
Their ramifications are less permanent although Considerably

effective. Any framework for action should therefore be sensitive to

WESTER MIZAT; oa)

those sub-cycles and their immediate implications. It is imperative,

however, to be aware of the major cycle and its patterns of change
' HODERNIZ AT e\

as the main framework governing the relationship between the two ) :
- ’ 8.8. Westernization vis a vis

modernization and alternative
responses to the impact of the
West, (Huntington 1996)

22 Afaf Lutfi Al-Sayyid Marsot, A Short Hlstory of Modern Egypt (Cambridge: Cambndge Umversny Press 1985) '

chapter 7: "From Sadat to Mubarak, 1970 to the present day,” 132-145.
3 For more discussion on the reaction of Islamist movements (or local cultures in general) towards Western

modernization, see Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Clvxllzatlons and the Remaking of the World Orde (New

York: Simon & Schuster 1996), 109-120.
24 The origin of the recent Islamist movements, some argue, goes back to the early twentieth century ‘Muslim

Brethern’ groups, which at that time coincided with other nationalist movements with either renewalist or
conservative outlook. Our argument of cultural retreat should not be considered as the only cause of the recent
phenomenon. More complex political economic and social circumstances on both the local and the regional levels
are involved. This, however, does not imply that cullural bases of such a recent phenomenon are less prominent

among other factors.
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parties. Going back to the Egyptian examples, although thé apparent
animosity and conflict between the two parties and their adopted

: modelks-seem prévalent, one should be operating within a framework.
~ thatis pdﬁmily ba{sedAon, the major cycle (the pre-cqlonial, colonial,
post war so to speak) and its governing patterns of change.
Therefore, it is important to recognize that the two parties must be
seen, and approached, as being in a ;econciliatofy mode (a stafe of

convergence) on the macro scale rather than in a severe conflict (a

- state of divergence) on the micro scale.




9. CONCLUSION: Some Insights for

Architects/Planners

In this concluding chapter I will, first, present some counter- .
oOR3ELVATIONS

arguments to my hypothesis by chéllenging some of its premises,

and critically apply it to the current situation in the city of Cairo.In | ‘L oPELATIONAL
SCo
so doing, I will return to my observations, in the first part of this @)‘ <o
. o ‘ s
study, merging the rather abstract model with current contextual ~ HisToRIC TN\ eon TR

. ﬁNawSI's HODE L
conditions. The observations, the historic analysis, and the

‘ ) : 9.1. The three research components
conceptual model will, together, contribute to a more coherent of this study leading to an

. , operational model
operational scope. In order to make this thesis more conclu_sive, I
will then an outline of the role of the architect/planner, as well as of

other agents involved in the targeted reconciliatory scheme.

In the previous discussion of the model of cultural change, a certain
ahstractness and theore;t_ical vaguehess was maintained. Using
graphical diagrams, such abstract discussion will continue in this
part while describing‘the rest of the process. Some concrete
examples will provide, I hope, a break in this rigidity.

In 6rder to avoid the confusion that might arise as a result of the
apparent similarity betwéen the pfese’nted model and other
participatory approaches, some efforts will be exerted to clarify the
difference between them. This section Will conclude ‘with_an attempt
to highlight the positive and encouraging side of our séenﬁngly

~ helpless or submissive approach, and the gloomy vision it projec.ts.
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9.1. From Pre-modern to Modern: Is It Another Cycle?
Having presented one possible interpretation of change, it is_
néCessary for béth this research methodology and to the val_idi_ty of
its conceptual model to expldre the counter argument in regard to the
| shift caused by the Modern paradigm and in context of fhe process
of civilizational change as a whole. The following question thus
emerges as a challenge to my assumption. Is the Mo_dém paradigm
just another major cycle that will inevitably be merged with the
‘originally’ authentic model synthesizing a ‘new’ authentic one? In

. other words, the question is whether a converging point between the
Modem cultura;l parédigm embraced by the High culture, and the
lesé—modémizéd Pb_pular culture is to be anticipated. Two

possibilities can perhaps address this question.

~ The first argument, as described above, is that a major cycle of
cultural change inéludjng phaseS of harmony, divergence and
| c‘onvergencbe, has shaped, 1s shaping and will continue to shape the
patterns of cultural transition. Accordiﬁgly, the current Modern
paradigm is nothing but another cycle. And that the confusion and
lack of bases we cﬁrrently‘experience are just the result of thé state
of the ‘pre—harf_non)"’ which had preceded all other paradigms’
equilibrium, i.e. their last phases of éultural ‘harmony’.
| The counter—argurﬁént is based oﬁ the premise that while these
cycles of change could variably be applied on moét of the ‘pre-
Modérn’ »civilizational,changeé, the Modern paradigm itself has not

~ only introduced a change in measure but in principle as well. By this

I mean that the patterns of change governing the_ pace and nature of




the institutional transformation have followed a path of

‘unprecedented acceleration and frenzied development in the last few

“hundred years.”” Meanwhile, the Popular culture, predominantly

operating within a pre-Modern paradigm, stil‘l follows the cycles of
cultural change de_scfibed in the above model. The prospected
meeting point in this scenario, will never occur (fig. 9.2, 9.3). The
Modern paradigm, in other wo.rds, has nof only introduced a change
in modes of life preceding it, but, and thié i1s the key issue, has o
caused a rupture in the (pre-Modern) histprical patterns of cultural
change, i.e. the first model.

In short, while the first argument suggests a ‘natural’ convergence
ora meetiﬁg point,- the second argument deniés such possibility due
to the exponential divergence between the ‘local’ and the ‘Modern’
cultural models. The rupture is thus seen as too cataclysmic to ever

be healed.

Although it is irrelevant here to prove any of these two arguments,

‘one of my concerns is to identify the implications of each to the

current situation. If there exists a promising meeting point between
the institutional (or High) and the Popular cultures, how will that -
contribute to a framework of action for intellectuals and planners?

The following part attempts to identify what ‘a’ conscious meeting

5 [t is hard to discuss the nature and pace of development for the Modern paradigm in such a limited study. For
further discussions supporting the argument that the Modern paradigm is exclusive by nature and could not be
universalized, the following references are suggested: For the Environmental impact in terms of energy consumption
and waste production see Mathis Wackernagal and William Rees, Our Ecological Footprint: Reducing Human

Impact on Earth (New Society Publisher, 1996); for the invalidity of the economic model, see Clifford Cobb, Ted -

Halstead and Jonathan Rowe, "If the GDP is up, Why is America down?,” The Atlantic Monthly October (1995): -

. 59-78; for the scientific framework see Fritjof Capra, The Turning Point: Science, Society and the Rising Culture

(New York: Bantam books, 1982); and for its social and cultural ramifications, see Morris Berman, The
Reenchantment of the World (Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 1981).
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point signifies; where any deliberate (of planned) scheme of
reconciliation is located between the two cdltural modes, the ‘High’
and the ‘Populﬁ’; and wﬁether'such scheme takes place within a |
‘natural’ state of convergence according to the first argument, or
within an unexpected one according to the second.

Furthermore, in this reconciliatory scheme it is essential to

. understand who the agents are and within which dynanﬁcs they

operate. What would this scheme (an urban project for example)
symbolize? Does it_merely help accelerating an inevitable natural
convergence, or could_ this scheme help maintain some of the values
that might be lost if left to the spontaneous process of change? If the
two cultufes were not in a state Qf cbnvergence but rather in an
increasing rate of (exponential) divergence, what would é’
recohciliatdry scheme in that case represent? These are some of the

questions that I will try to address in the following part.

9.2. Different Players within Each Party
According to the above modélvthere exists two pafticipating parties,
the ‘Ruling’ and the ‘Popular’, between both three phases of cultural

dynamics take place: a) divergence, b)convergence, and c)

equilibrium. The one of debate ---in which we are currently

experiencing a cond_itioh of cultural turmoil -- is the second phase,
the state of convergence. If we accept the argument that the Modern |
paradigm has caused a rupture in the indigenous process hitherto -
operating on different cultural levels of soéiety, and that this

resulting split between the Modern and the pre-Modern is not

anticipated to be reunited, then there will be no third phase, the one




of harmony. But is it so simple having only two poésibilities?
Cértai.nly not, there probably exist more complex cultural tendencies
between the two extreme, ‘either-or’ scenarios. [ will attempt to

eXplore the nature of such tendencies.

‘Consisting of many layers and cultural groups, hence measures of
cultural téndencies, the Ruling party as a whole should not be
| considered as necessarily following either of thq paths: one
‘converging witﬁ ‘Poptilar;, or the other (of infinitesimal growth)
diverging from it (fig. 9.3). Particular groups from within, it is
-argued, are likely to follow one way or another. In between the two
extfemes, hoWéver, oné should expect different meésurcs of
compromising tendencies.
For exampie, grdups having ‘Western’ education aﬁd life style,z“
so to speak, will opt to follow more of the diverging téndency.
These groups are, gnd will constantly be, in a state of further
separation from the ‘local” culture and moving toward the * global’
one, or according to dur definition from the ‘indigenous’ toward the
‘alien’. They could be described as cultural éxtremists among the
‘Ru.ling’ party’s other groups, adopting and implanting the
‘Western” model of modernity as an ideal in their homeis, work,
education, lejsure, and above all, their direct connectedness to global
media and networksv of commﬁnicatioﬁ, (Satellite dishes, Internet, '

etc.). Their cultural relationship to the other, Popular, party iAs one of

*e The distinction between what is modern and what is Western in terms of civilizational models was thoroughly
-examined by Huntington in Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of the World
Order (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996), 68. He also makes the point that the. collapse or decline of some
contemporary cultures or ideologies does not necessarily mean that these societies will import the other Western
ideology. To become modern in other words does not imply become Western. See Ibid., 50-55.
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‘outsiders’. -

During the early post-coloniél ‘phase, local g(jvemments were
ironically described‘ as ‘local colonizers’ because they, although
politically have overthrown the foreign rule, were still operating

_ within its institutional framework, i.e. ari alien cultilral inodel. By ‘
the same token, these ‘High’ culture extier_nists, although religiously
and linguistically-(to a certdin extent) still part of a local society, they
are beéo‘ming increasingly culturally alienated. One could similarly -
describe their relationship to the Popular party.as ‘local tourists’. In
their standpoint to traditional values, as well as io the Popular
cultural and its‘physical artifacts,”” they share a romantic attitude of
corisei*vétism zind of musefication rathe»r} tharik their aéceptance of an

active, and interactive participation.*®

Betweén these ‘High’ culture extremists and the closest groupé to
the convergence point‘,. a whole range of gray zones can be
identified. This domain includes groups Whose relationship to the
twb cultural m(‘)delsivaries. In terms of their education, theii up-
bringing, their urban/rural origin, etc., the blend of both ‘local’ zind
| ‘Wéstem’ i.ngredie‘nts determine the cultural identity of each group
and itS'poSition.on the vertical scale signifying the dynamics
between the two cultural models.

The layer most important to rriy concern is the one at the very edge
of the Ruling party’s rang‘é of cuitural tendencies. Its apparent

closeness to the ‘Pbpular’ party is due to either a cultural affinity or

27 See Hamadeh’s view of the two policies of colonial ruling of traditional cities discussed in Part II, Chapter 5 of
this study.

% See my above discussion of Sennet’s argument of the ‘Purified Identity’, 8.2. “Two Processes of Change: Gradual
vs. Abrupt”. : : :
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| an intéllectual (educational) awareness, or both. It is also
'chziiracterized by a readiness and/or willingness to reach out and
develop cultural compromises with the Pppulaf party’s agents. '
Among this group as previously mentioned are intellectuals, cultural -
léaders and architects/plannefs who are aware of the cultural chasm,.
and constantly trying to bridge it. Such a group, despite its
promising role in the proposed reco_ncillatory scheme, is by nature
trapped in the ‘Ruling’ party’s (cultural) boundaries.” This can be
explained l)y the hegemonic presence of the ‘Western’ institutional
frameworl(, in which not only this group’s education but also the
various aspects of its cultural exposure have been shaped. If some
members of thls group have escaped, or were excluded from, sﬁch
framework, then they are no longer part of the Ruling party’s
cultural realm as.it is defined above. They will share llbwever roles

. in the reconciliatory process from the Popular party’s cultural realm.

To summarize this point, whereas the ‘High culture extremists’ are -

already excluded from the reconéiliatory process, the

| architects/planners and cultural leaders are among its major players.

At the other end of the cultural dichotomy lies the Popular party.
Because of its larger numbers and deepel (cumulative) cultural
layers, it naturally consists of a. wider spectrum of groups in regard
to their cultural afﬁllation to the ‘Ruling’ party. Two patterns of
response characterize an initial retreat by some groups of this party;

first, as a reaction to an external cultural invasion; and, secondly, as

* This argument is further explained when discussing the role of the _planner.' See 9.4. of this study “The Planner’s

~ Position™. :
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a result of an internal break of cultural boundaries. Although the
former pattern is further discussed below,*° the latter is worth
highlighting here. The Popular cultural ‘extremists’ is the other

group excluded from the process of cultural reconciliation.?"

Resorting to their traditional values (religibus beliefs among them),
zealous groups.that immerse themselves in extreme interpretation of
religious textual codes often develop an orthodox, and hence a
‘conservative attitudc; This attitude is materialized in a perpetual
animosity-towa'rds any new, alien model, and in a refusal to
negotiate or even to (culturallY) participate in any of its
manifestafions. Hippocraﬁc‘aS they may sound,*” the ‘extremists’ of |
these groups, while persisting in separating thémselves from the
other cultural end are doomed to historical extinction in the same
manner as the ‘High culture extremists’ are. In their rejéction to
participate in the inevitable evolution of a ‘new indigenous’ model,
they voluntarily exclude themselves from any active role in such
process of reconciliation. Going back to the graphical
representation, beéause their curve is at the very edge in the apparent
culfural dichotomy, with no possible convergence, th¢ ‘Popular |
culture extremists’ also have no place in the reconciliatory process
we are concerned with. The cultural spectrum of the Popular party
nevertheless includes many other layers, i.e. groups, who ére_ |

willing to negotiate, or already in a state of gradual convergence

10 See above 9.3. “The Break of Cultural Exclusiveness”.

21 For further discussion of the argument that Islamic Resurgence was a reaction to Western cultural hegemony see
Samuel P. Huntington, The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of the World Order, 109-120.

22 Avoiding being judgmental, the apparent withdrawal from ‘Modern’ cultural lifestyle, called upon by religious
extremists, does not prevent them from using ‘modern’ products (including microphones, print shops, vehncles etc. )
to pursue their propaganda.
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with the ‘Ruling’ party. The most promising group among them,
from the perspective.of this reconciliatory scheme, are those aware
of the cultural cﬁasm, and constantly trying to bridge it. The
community leaders, as I will now describe them, are the other major
players of thé reédnciliatory scheme initiated by architects/planners

and cultural leaders operating from the Ruling party’s realm.

9.3. The Break of Cultural Exclusiveness

Before discussing the role of bioth of the planners and the
community leaders and th¢ir interactive dynamics, one ifnportant
aspect in the current state of interéha‘n_ge between the ‘High’ culture
and the ‘Pépulér’ culture is the phenomenon of cultural boundaries
and their apparent dissolution. They need to be further highlighted.
As mentioned before, the political change, radical as it may be, does
not necessarily result in a comparable méasure of cultural chaﬁge. In

the case of contemporary Egyptian history, discussed in more details

. in the preceding chapters,” the Coup d'état in 1952, replaced the

_monarchy and its colonial patrons by a local government with native

members. But it did not really bring about a major change in the
cultﬁral duality that had prevailed prior to this event. In other words, .
the local government was still operating within thé cultural and

institutional framewprk established hundred and fifty years before,

the one that had been promoted during the colonial era. Tﬁe High

-and Popular (exclusive) cultural realms, persisted despite the

enormous schemes of social and political reform. This situation

continued to be valid until this cultural ‘exclusiveness’ started to

213 See above Part II, Chapter 6: “The Post-Colonial City”. |




dissolve in the mid-seventies and is still being undone today.?* The
break of cultural boundaries due to socioeconomic circumstances in

the last two decades was so dramatically manifested that one could

argue that it was at this moment that the true process of cultural

convergence was inaugurated. The manifestation of this dissolution
of boundaries and the dilution of two exclusive cultural modes are

what I am interested in exploring in this study as whole.

~ Building on the assumptions developed in the above model, during

the first phase of cultural change, i.e. of divergen_ce, the break pf
cultural boundaries brings about a state of initial repulsion toward
thevalienv ﬁlodei. In the case of Cairo, this repulsive attitude occurred
in both ways. The hegemony of the Western pblitical and economic -
models, accompéniéd by a penetration of ‘Western’ cultural values,
were a major cause for Fundamentalist moveménfs to aggfessively
respond. The latter is thus a manifestation of self-assertion tendency
by the Popular culture through an initial cultural retreat as part of the |
sub-cycle of divergen;:e.2I5 On the'other hénd, the High culture | |

groups, the elite and remnants of the aristocracy were in turn

offended by the break of their cultural exclusiveness. During the late

1970s and the 1980s, changes in the economic structure of the
socigty helped accelc_:rate such dissolution of boundaries, which was
accompanied by a confrontation between two cultural reélms; |
apparent in various aspects bf societal life; and éxpressed by both

cultural groups. The repulsive reaction of the High culture was

214 Tbid.
215 See above 8.9. “A Cycle within Another”.




mainly rhetorical. ‘The loss of descent values’, ‘the deterioration of
ethics’ and ‘the rise of the culture of the commoners’, etc. were not

uncommon phrases in both letters-to-the-editor in newspapers and in

Salons’ discourses. In the intellectual realm, one could not miss the

critiques of art, literature, music in this period, all speak with the
same abhorrence and in the same tone of condemnation. In public

space,”* one of the major arenas of confrontation, the break of

cultural boundaries was manifested in traffic ‘chaos’, the mix and

Lot HoDEL

mingle of pedestrian, carts and different typeé of vehicles. In
response, more restrictive regulations we_re imposed and more 9.2. Cultural trends on both the

‘ : local and global levels
sidewalks were fenced. The use of originally aesthetic streetscape

elements, such as fountains and ornamental gardens or green

medians, by Popular party’s groups as recreational zones was again

denied by more fences to protect such domains and maintain its g
- _ ‘ -

. . . &

exclusiveness.”” In short, the reaction of the High culture was g £

o

29

mamfested on both the cultural (dlscourse) and urban (fencing) 5;3

levels. Whereas the self—defense cultural retreat on the Popular

party’s side manifested itself through a fundamentalist attitude, the

Ruling party on the other hand, to assert its identity and separate

Fb@“m mQTU q‘od’:,

itself from the ‘Popular’ culture, constructed new walls, and created _ . .
. DonpIN of POSSIBLE.

new boundaries. The new defense lines were absolutely necessary, Keton ciigtion)

following the break of the original ones.
‘ : 9.3. Different groups within each

identified cultural party undertaking -
different trajectories in response to

" each other. The cultural extremists
are excluded from the process of

: . . . . . "reconciliation, while the :
confrontation. We need to bring back the original dichotomy. The intellectuals and community leaders

are among the major players

These manifestations should not be interpreted as a class conflict or

21e See Part 1 of this study, “Patterns of Spatial Conflict”
27 1bid., 2.2. “Informal Reuse of Open Space”.
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‘High’ culture, althdugh hiétorically comprised of the ruling class,
the aristocrats and military leaders (as well as the upper middle
classes of me_:rchants and intellectua.llsl),z‘8 it is now being more
_inclusive;The a acquisitioﬁ of a social mobility as a result of rapid
political and economic chahges, has bfou_ght about constant

' nﬁgration from the Popular party’s side to the Ruiing party’s. In the
. physical realrh, one could tfanslate this spatially through the move -
from the ‘more-traditional’ ﬁeighborhodds the ‘modernized’ parts of
the ciiy. The Nouveau Riche is one group that was able to abruptly
leép from one party’s cultural realm to the other. For this group,
~now beihg part of the Ruling party, it was. necessary to embrace 1ts
‘H.igh’ cuitural model, the ngtem one in this case. Although such
cultural embracing and its physical rﬁaniféstations remained for a
while Superﬁciai, many members of this group often deny their
origips, and operate within the High culture realm. This attitude,
ironically, includes its defense of exclusiveness against the other,
being the Popular, in this case. The cultural chasm on the macro
scale, or the society as a whole, is also evident in one sacial group
(Nouveau Riche for example) as well as within its members on a
miéro scale. The two non-paralléled proéesses of cultural' change,
gradual vs. abrupt, are causing the same torn identity oh the

personal (psychological) level as it does for the whole culture.

9.4. The Planner’s Position
'Having presented one possible reading of the cultural change and its

urban manifestation in the city of Cairo during the last two centuries,

28 See above 8.4. “Ruling vs. Popular Parties”.
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. my study connludes with a framework for action for afchitects and
planners. This framework, as presented below, is an incomplete
model, a non-cnherent pfcture, a proceés of re'ci)nciliation'tha;
provides no solutions, nor guidelines, but is, rather an attemvp_t at
understanding and acknowledgment. In the following I will describe

this process, involved parties as well as the in-between dynamics.

Ulama or Azhari_tes in medieval Cairo and now academic graduates,
intellectuals, planners and cultural leaders among them, belong by
nature of their education to the institutional cultural re‘alm.219 This
group is thus inevitably part of fhe ‘High’ culture and operates
thfough ifs méchanisms. Yet, because of both accumuiated cultural
exposure and acquired educational knowledgé, some of its mernbers
have develnped nn awareness that makes them the most capable
group of their party to take the initiative for any scheme of

' reconciliafion. its rnernbers are éonsidered from that perspective as
the vanguard in all attempts to a coherent ‘inclusive’ cultural model.
At the other end of the cultural duality, community léadérs belong to
the least disjoined part of the Popular party. They are also aware of
the c‘ultural.' polarity, and able to informally, as opposed to
institutionally, bridge the gap between their communities from the
one sidé and the ‘H_igh’ culture’s agencies from the other. Thése

- agencies include government bodies and bureaucrats as well as

different educational and professional insvtitutions, such as

2* The colonized institutions of the Western world in its scholars define the agenda for research for the colonized
world. The Orientalist process was to create image and declare it to be the reality. Nezar AlSayyad, “Urbanism and
the Dominance Equation: Reflection on Colonialism and National Equation,” in Forms of Dominance: On
Architecture and Urbanism of the Colonial Enterprise, ed. Nezar AlSayyad (Aldershot; Brookfield, Vt.: Averbury,
- 1992), 2. : ' . s
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" universities and research centers that are involved in any process of

Culturally. speaking, both the architect/planner on the behalf of his

development in their communities. On the community side,
however, (i.e. the Popular party), community leaders are conscious
of the needs, aspirations and constant migration towards the ‘High’ -

culture model.

party and the community leader representing his are aware of the '"“c"“w = S

cultural split, have visions of a possible reconc1hat10n and are

determined to brldge the in-between gap. Each is culturally pulhng 1

his party towards the other, and is trying to reach a compromlse or a e
ConsBerETvE]

meeting pomt. Each has his own agenda and priorities, principles forente |

and values he is unwilling to compromise, and tools and - 9:4. A diagrammatic representation
o of a possible reconciliatory scheme,

both its product and process, and its

mechanisms that are part of his own cultural model. The position of two participating groups

this prospectlve meeting point will be determined accordmg to the
power structure governing the two members, representing their two
parties, at the particular moment when a scheme is being

developed.(fig. 9.4)

Befween the two curves of cultural convergence there exists a

domain of non-fixed boundaries (fig. 9.6), within which | B . . o
reconciliatory schemes could evolve. Their proximity to one side or

another is dependent on the dynamics between the two parties at

each particular morhent. During phases of High culture’s dominance

the location of a meetihg point tends to lean towards the Ruling

20 The masculine pronoun is used here as a general reference of the individual including both men and women,
without referring to a particular gender, and avoiding being either sexist or awkward.
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party’s side, while in times of Popular culture’s upheaval, i_t~will
probably be more attracted to the other side. Nevertheless,‘as _ |
discussed above, the High cultur_e is_by definition dominant and has
(tempdrarily) the upper hand. It Will not therefore be surprising to
find most of these schemes rallying towards the High culture end.
Consequeﬁtly, the new indigenous model, although vis a combination
éf both the Popular and the Ruling cﬁltural models, bears both
genetic features, tends to resemble the latter more thah the former.
Constrained by their cultural models, the two p:irties’ members
might get as close as they can without really reaching a meeting

point. In such a case, an imaginary location remains a vision for

each member representing each party and its culturai paradigmasa =

whole.

Through different attempts to reach (real or imaginary) reconciliatory
schemes, be they cultural or physical (urban), a web of multiple
meeting points is created (fig. 9.5, 9.6). This web of conectedneés
between the two cultural models helps attain ‘the’ natural pfocess of
convergence. Yet, conscious convergence schemes might entail less
sacrifice by preventing the inéreasingly degrading vahies, upon
which both parties agree, than.in the case of the natural convergence
process. Such web of conscious schemes of reconciliation, in other
words, results in less dramatic effect anticipated during the
prospected collision.v It may ease such transition by providing
individual models of reconciliation (as well as processes of
negotiation) to the two cultural parties as a whole. An urban project,
for exarhple, developed through the community participatdry

process and conceived in a compromising scheme provides a model

CoNngUs .
HER&TING i ANAES -
porily NATURPA-
- ﬁts‘\'(l\)c]
. ol T

* 9.5. A network of conscious

reconciliatory schemes help attain a
point of cultural convergence

’/ \N:MIM‘QH

HEENNG
PoinT (
xT

9.6. The identified domain of
" reconciliation and the excluded -

cultural groups
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for similar attempts of r¢_concﬂiation as well as being another point
on the web of convergencé.
| Eaéh attempt fof a meeting point, however, engages in a stretch of
varying’degrees of compromises. Whereas the ‘process’ of
negotiation might be located in a more intermediate, or culturally
balanced position, the ‘product’ itself tends to shift more towards
one side or another. Our example of an urban project could help
clarify this abstract idea. The building (participatorj) process on the
one hand could Aprovide_for a more (culturally) balanced scheme by
- engaging the community needs and socioeconomic mechanisms in
the implementation of the scheme. The archjtecturél character or the - |
physical broduct on the other haﬁd is more likely to lean towards
either the Popular culture end (described thence as either a
conservative or é roﬁlantic approach), or towards the High culture
side (considered in that case as progressive or modern, etc.). The
image of the scheme, in other words, rhay serve as a negotiating
strategy, against larger societal pressuré, and which cohceals a more

balanced, hence coherent, process of reconciliation.

9.5.. An Incomplete Model

The study’s vefy argument itself implies its ihability toreacha
coherent model as it is by definition part of the Ruling culture, aﬁd
therefore lacks a predictable framework of the 'Popular party;s
mechanism, hence, its-incompleteness. }

This thesis suggesfs a submissive approach. It ac.knowledges its
lack of control on the current situation, and the necessity to being |

integrated in ‘unknown’ realities of the cultural counterpart. An
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essential unitive fusion with such unknown counterpart to
reestablish a 'whole’ is, as my argument concludes, a means to
overcome the existing split, which originated during the early

Modemn paradigm.

If we accept such premise of incompleteness, then the conclusion
éou_ld be to a certain extent diséppointing to most academics and
practitioners as well. The study does not reach a model for
implementation, nor even guidelines or strategies to be adopted. Yet
understanding and acknowledging the dual cultural natﬁre, and the
accéptance of its dynamics are what this study aspirés to have
achieﬂled. The question of what is to be done and how it is to be
implemented is leff unanswered. What I hope to have cc')ntrib'uted is
. where the process of reconciliation takes place, and, perhaps, some

insights of how it operates in very particular examples.

In short, the following three areas are of my concem in this study.
First is defining the doméin of p}ospected schemes of cultural (and
~ hence physical) coherence; second is identifying their agents or
~ active members; and third is understanding the rules governing their
dynamics. These are the -issuesv that I have been trying to highlight.
Each particular situation however could lead to a plan, and provide

for actions and guidelines.

9.6. A Participatory Approach?
The above described process of reconciliation between

, archifects/planners and community leaders may sound identical to
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the so-called a ‘citizén panicipat_ory.’ process of development. It is

. therefore important to clarify what distinguishes the model proposed
in this study frdm a conventional participatory approach. |
First we need to establish fhe difference between a participatory

approach in industrial countries and that in developing ones. As for

the forfner, both parties including planners, prdfessionals and @

politicians and the public, although may have different perspectives, ) ‘Bo\n;lb peiES
programs and agendas, are operating within the same cultural g:g “éiésm
paradigm. They both agree to the same means of achieving their = =~ - @

~ established compromise, or their syntheslzed goals. In the case of an 2. T4 ol IHE,

. ’ ) . . : . oTHEL" ,Is.oufUiN!D.
urban project, for example, a set of construction drawings, a THE PP IS TolSE PILED

bidding scheme and a contractor would be the means of
implementation. Between the two participating groups there appears

no conflict or opposed conceptions regarding the implementation

process. It will be therefore planned and implemented based on their

]

3. ONDECIED 2oLk,

‘agreed-upon’ perception. This seemingly intelligible process should OfF THE oTwEL .
’ o ' _ ONCEETRVTT,
not be taken for granted when dealing with traditional communities - NorconTRALED

PRocCBLS

in developing countries. It is entirely different, especially when 9.7. Three models of participatory

processes: a) in the ‘developed’

addressing illiterate citizens with rather ‘traditional’ values. Not only world; b) in ‘developing’ societies;
Co _ : i ) and c) the one proposed in this
the planning scheme has to be tackled from a different approach, but study

the process itself might involve informal mechanisms of
implementavtion as well. An open-ended set of drawings, a modeling
stage to facilitate its necessafily~profes;sional abstractness, and, in
some cases, the incorporation of traditional buildihg processes, such
as master-builder and appfentices model, are among such informal
mechanisms. |

Is this the only difference between the conventional model and the
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more culturally-sensitive approach in developing countries? Even the
second approach, as my argument continues, still predetermines the
outcome of the planning process. Despite its incorporation of

informal mechanisms, this approach is hinged upon outlining (hence

- predicting) how these traditional processes are operating. So long as

it is possible to sketch the counterpart’s (informal) role, be it
extremely different from the formal one, the fact remains that
architecté/planners will have the upper hand.

Based on our perception of coherence, as professionals, which

'belongs toa "High’ cultural model, we have already predetermined a

framework of action, despite the faclt that some gaps in between are:
left to be ﬁlled vby the informal ‘counterpart. Thg: deception of a
participatory prbcess arises for the presupposed role designated to
the ‘Popular’ cﬁlfural model. This makes it yet another false

participatory approach (fig. 9.7)

In short, as regards ‘community participatory’ approaches, three

measures of participation are identified. The first is the ‘citizen

‘participation’ model adopted in industrial societies, one that

addresses the need of the community yet operates within the same
framework of implementation from both sides, i.e. no conflicting

cultural models e‘Xist. The second is being favored in developing

~ societies. It possesses more loosened boundaries to allow traditional

mechanisms contribute in the final scheme as well as‘i_ts _
undertaking. It still determines, however, the nature and goals of its

intended scheme, and outlines the role anticipated by the c‘ommunity‘

side. The third level of participation is the one I am arguing for; one




that implies no predetermined frame for action. Its non-fixed
boundaries not only suggests a non-deterministic approach, an
opeﬁ-ended strétegy,_but also acknowledges its inability to operate
solely from one side. Measures of coherence become part of the

process (fig. 9..9).

This study’s approach therefore starts from a premisé of
submiséion. A pdsition that ‘we, intellectuals and professionals, are
—- and will always be -- un_able to reach only by ourselves a frame
within which bot‘h cultufal models can coexist. We can not set the
limits of negotiation before startihg it. This transient and fluid state,
I afgue, cbnta’ins what is fearful to the ‘planning’ concept as what

the most responsive and fruitful one is.

9.7. How to Rescuev such Helpies_sness

One need not panic about such a submissive approach. The whole

' city has evolved through the interaction between»the formal and the
informal, incremental process of urban growth. Planners’ actions,
wherever théif position between these two extremes is, will
evéntuaily be engulfed within the natural process of growth. What
we need to acknowledge is the scale of planning interventions, as it
will determine the magnitude of the damage (incoherence), and
ther’efore’the time it takes to heal (reach coherence) through the

informal or natural process.

1In order to clarify this argument, and in the same manner I have

started this study, it is probably helpful to end it using concrete
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'examples from fhe Cairene context. Let us consider a neighborhood
which houses a more ‘traditional’ community, -or, to be consistent, a
~ Popular culturai group, and which is planned through an imposed
(formal) grid pattern for its street network. On the micro level,' a
- single street scale, despite the geometrical configuration of the
original plan, this scale does tb a large extent allow for spatial
_ informal interventions to encroach. Thesei actions are physically
manifest thrdughout the street’s different elements, such as sidewalk
lévels, paving materials, ‘outdoor extension, street furniture, sheds
and light structures, etc. The incremental informal responses by the
street’s users defy the formal planning schéfne throﬁgh a multiple-
decision brocéss, yet, they allow for planning requirements which
generated this scheme, such as vehicﬁlar traffic, utility lines,
building lines, efc., to Be accommodated. In other words, the
conflict between the formal and informal actions, hence Po.pular vSs.
Ruling cultural model_s on the micro level, is minimal. Therefore,
there exists the potential for a co-presence bet_wéen both the formal

and informal processes.

Oﬁ the Macro level, as in the ca_sé of a Master Plan of a thle
district or neighborhood; difficulties arising from the required
insfitutional apprbvgls as well as economic factors hinder such
‘collaboration between both rr_iodels. The grid plan, except perh.aps in
the case of demolition or collépse of an existing building, does not |
' permit for an urban open space ﬁccémmodating social and

recreational activities in the same manner that they have been

traditionally held. Economic, legal and technical capacities needed




for such an incision in the urban fénnal fabrié are laéking-in the
~community informal side. If is more likely therefore that a formal .
‘plan on the macfo scale, of either benign or disastrous
consequences, will be perpetuated, and that the informal response
- will have a lesser impact throﬁghout time compared to the case on .
the micro scale. In other words, the infoﬁnal encroachment on the
macro scale is less effective than it is on the micro scale. It will
therefore involve more time to overcome the formal intervention on
larger scales.
It remains to be méntioned thai, even on the macro level of planning,
and that has always been eVident in the fnedieval city, the.lbng
process of incremental growth is still capable of engulfing all formal
plzins subduing them to informal needs and through their forces of
' chahge. In the case of the rbyal city of Cairo for example,?' it took
the palatial walled city including its different institutional bﬁildiﬂgs
 centuries to attain this ofganic fabric it rev_éals today -a produét
which is a direct response of the ‘informal’ process of growth

incorporating eXiting ‘formal’ configuration.

This is the bright side of the above gloomy picture. Conﬁdence in
the informal process of urban growth on bbth thé_‘micro and macro
levels enforces the ideé that, no matter what planning schemes
involve (whether‘in éccbrd with or against the‘spontaneous growth),

they will eventually give way to an indigenous composite structure

2 See above Chapter 4: “The Islamic City”.
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- o'.f‘ both physical and cultural models.

Conscious schemes of reconciliation not only shorten the time

needed for reaching coherence, but also help attain compromises and

ease the transitional stage by preventing some damages or
“degradation on both sides during this phase. In short, conscious
reconciliatory schemes are tools to reach coherence in shorter time

and, by learning from others’ lessons, with less sacrifice.
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10. EPILOGUE

“One nation can and should learn from others. An even when a society has got upon
the right‘track for the discovery of the natural laws of its movement ... it can
neither clear by bold leaps, nor remove by legal enactment, the obstacles offered by
. the successive phases of its normal development. But it can shorten and lessen'tl_ze

binh-pangs.”

Marx, Capital, Pref. o 1st Ed. Emphasis added.

One of the central issues of the philosophy of history concerns the patterns of change that have
occurred in human affairs in the course of time. According to one view, the pattern 1s cyclical. The
po_int is not simply that history repeats itself, but that the whole sequence of historical development
endlessly repeats itself. According to anothef view, history manifests aregressi’on, a falling away
from a golden age. According to still another view, history advances from age to age, either in a
line of steady and uninterrupted progress or with intervals of stability or even in regression.222
Whether we accept either of the above evolutionary views or adopt a structural vapproach of historic

interpretation, the attempt of this study was to understand the forces goVeming the changes

between two identified cultural groups.

Cairo as an example of post-colonial metropolis presents on the one hand to students of modem
urbanism primarily urban problems and enormous challenge it offers on the other hand a rich and
complex research field that encompasses both East and West old and new, formal and informal
blencls m Stamng with ex1stmg patterns of informal use of public space a spatial, and a cultural |

conﬂlct was identified. In order to trace the or1g1ns and causes of such conflict, three phases of the

2 Mortimer J. Adler and Charles Van Doren, “Progress, Regress, and Cycles of History” in Great Theasurv of

Western Thought, comps. and eds. Mortimer J. Adler and Charles Van Doren (New York: R. R. Bowker Company,
1977) 969.

Janet L. Abu-Lughod, Cairo: 1001 Years of the Cltv Victorious (Prmceton N.J.: Prmceton University Press,
1971). 4 .




_city’s history were discussed. In each, an emphasis was drawn on the two interacting urban
schemes,‘and on their underlying cultural models. By the end of the survey it was concluded that

the current phase we are w1tness1ng, which reveals a state of chaos had precedents in other stages

- of the city’s history. Such a chaotic state is argued to be a result of a cultural conflict between two
| paradrgms governmg their drfferent perceptlons and rules, and operatmg within drfferent

dynamjcs. Yet, anatural process of indigenous modernization, as the argument continues, is taking R
its course of time accommodating both adverse models in search‘for coherence. This view is in

sharp contrast to the prevalent notion of a degradation, or a disintegration of an existing order,

hence the chaos or disorder.

What I have sought to contribute in such a transient realm of cultural reconciliation is to define a

role for planners, urban designers or cultural leaders in.general. ’l"his definition, first, is based an
awareness of the current ‘chasm and the possibility for reconciliation' and, second allows for an

operattonal framework in collaboration with other agents who wrll be involved in such a

reconcrhatory scheme.

On both the. intellectual and operational levels, their role to propose reconciliatory schemes in -
conCordance with naturalprocesses'of‘ indlgenous modernization is yet to be complemented by
their cultural counterparts in the communities they are working with. People without whom, not
only their schemes could not be successfully realized, but also without whom no coherent vision 1s
to be antlcrpated An understanding and acknowledgment of this mutual undertakmg rather than

f provrdmg remedies i is what I have ventured to contrlbute in this study. It is perhaps anon-
conclusive model, yet, as I have been persrstently trying to make the pomt 1t 1s part of my very

argument. Thrs piece of work in other word should be seen as offermg only one side of the story -

the one developed in academic halls and its governing { frameworks of thought
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