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ABSTRACT

“Town and Gown: The Early History of The Vancouver Institute” is about
the establishment and first twenty-three years of that adult education
institution. It explores the sécial roots that help explain the creation of The
Vancouver Institute in 1916, and follows its administrative development
until 1939. The thesis argues that the initial promoters held mutually
compatible interests that encouraged the growth of the institution, but later
promoters were forced to decide not only on the Institute’s physical
location, but its symbolic association as well. The final decision was, to
some extent, a political victory for those who held a particular view of The

Vancouver Institute’s proper social location.
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PREFACE

For there was also a good deal of lecturing...
Both specialists and intellectual privateers
supplied middle-class citizens of the age (who
were still deeply attached to the notion of
culture, although it had long since been robbed
of its former meaning) with large numbers of
lectures.!

Hermann Hesse may have been reassured to learn that lectures were alive
and well in the farthest reaches of the British Empire. Vancouver, British
Columbia was between the wars home to a number of organizations that
regularly provided public lectures: the local Art, Historical, and Scientific
Association, University Women’s Club, Canadian Club, Archaeological Society,
Academy of Science, Alpine Club, Dickens Society, and many more. One
institution, however, stands out as the most prestigious of its kind.

Combining the status of the new provincial university with the airs and
‘traditions of existing societies, The Vancouver Institute became the city’s

leading institutionalized academic lecture series.

The Vancouver Institute (VI) was established in 1916 as an organization to

unite the efforts of local societies in providing a lecture series, hosted by the

lHermann Hesse, Magister Ludi, trans. Richard and Clara Winston (New York: Holt,
Rinehart, and Winston, 1969), 13.
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fledgling University of British Columbia (UBC). A popular description of the
VI has long been that it combined “town” (local citizens and their societies)
and “gown” (university representatives) to provide the lectures, a

distinction that would prove to have interesting implications. This thesis is
about the combination of town and gown, and how the VI grew from an idea

in 1916 to a stable organization by 1939.

What makes the VI especially interesting is that it continues today to
provide Saturday evening lectures, despite considerable competition from
television and other mass activities. During its September to April season, it
regularly draws an average audience of seven hundred to lectures at its UBC
location. Prominent academics, artisfs, and public figures address topics
ranging from science and literature, to politics and painting. The Dalai
Lama has attracted the largest audience to date, with some twelve hundred
people packed into several lecture halls! Yet the VI, a product of its history,
is still directed by councillors from both the UBC and Vancouver

communities, and has never charged an admission fee.2

There has not yet been a systematic study of the organization. Maria
Tippett, in her survey of cultural institutions, touches on several bodies and
social events linked to the VI but does not identify the Institute itself.3
Various popular histories of Vancouver and British Columbia similarly

overlook the VI.4 If Patricia Roy is right to see the VI as integral to the

2Much of this information can be found on The Vancouver Institute annual program.

3Maria Tippett, Making
Massey Commission (Toronto: Umverslty of Toronto Press, 1990)

4For example, no mention can be found in Alan Morley, Vancouver (Vancouver: Mitchell
Press, 1961). Nor is the VI referred to in Eric Nicol, Vancouver (Toronto: Doubleday,
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cultural and educational leadership offered by the new University of British
Columbia, then historians of province and city might want to reconsider its
significance.5 Curiously, “The Vancouver Institute” is located on a map in

Vancouver; A Visual History, with essentially no explanation.6

Harry Logan’s popular history of UBC does make several references to the
VI, but without elaboration.? It also receives passing mention in the early
UBC Alumni Chronicle and Peter Waite’s biography of Larry MacKenzie.8 A
number of prominent Vancouver residents who worked to support or to
govern the VI also mention the Institute. M.Y. Williams, a UBC faculty
- member who worked for a number of years as a VI councillor, wrote a brief
history of the VI's first two decades. It summarizes significant events in the
VI's early life, but offers little explanétion as to why these events occurred,
and virtually no reference to the social setting. It does, however, reveal

Williams's attitudes about the VI.9

The founding of the VI is listed in Gordon Selman’s chronology of adult

education in British Columbia, and Ian Hunt considers the VI's influence in

1978) or Jean Barman, The West Beyond the West (Toronto: University of Toronto Press,
1991).

Spatricia Roy, Vancouver; An Illustrated History (Toronto: James Lorimer & Company,
1980), 121.

6 Bruce MacDonald, Vancouver: A Visual History (Vancouver: Talon Books, 1992), 34.
The VI is placed correctly on a street map but with an incorrect date and no explanation.

7Harry Logan, Tuum Est (Vancouver:The University of British Columbia, 1958).

8«“Makers of the University—Frank Fairchild Wesbrook,” UBC Alumni Chronicle (Autumn

1955),17. Peter Waite, Lord of Point Grev: Larry MacKenzie of UBC, (Vancouver: The
University of British Columbia Press, 1987), 107.

9M.Y. Williams, “The History of the Vancouver Institute,” Vancouver, University of
British Columbia,Special Collections, Vancouver Institute Collection, Box 1-2. (Subsequent
references to this collection are labelled as VI Collection.)
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his study of mutual enlightenment in Vancouver.10 Since the VI grew out of
the adult education traditions of certain local “learned” societies and later
became inextricably linked to UBC’s extension efforts, a study of the VI
would form a kind of bridge between Hunt's work on mutual enlightenment
and Selman’s history of UBC Extension.l! Whether in the perspective of
Vancouver, UBC or adult education history, the VI is a noteworthy but

unexamined entity.

The VI deserves attention not just because it was the leading organization
of its kind, but also for its active role in the evolution of several movements
of the day: self improvement through mutual erﬂightenment, the
development of adult education, UBC's growing influence, social issues
(including labour, public health, and women’s issues), and economic
promotion. The VI attracted the support of people who were working to
advance these social causes, and became itself a factor in their development.
On the other hand, the VI embodied the educational efforts and interests of
a wealthy and influential segment of Vancouver’s population, and so became
a part of the story of this group’s contribution to the local society. The
Vancouver Institute is integral to Vancouver’s social and cultural history, and

forms an impressive thread in the historical tapestry of adult education.

10Gordon Selman, A Chronology of Adult Education in British Columbia., Occasional
Papers in Continuing Education, no. 14 (Vancouver: Centre for Continuing Education, The

University of British Columbia, 1977), 14. Ian Hunt, “Mutual Enlightenment in Vancouver,
1886-1916" (Ed.D. thesis, University of British Columbia, 1987),43. Hunt suggests that
“the fragmentation of intellectual and cultural leadership was finally resolved in 1916 by the
foundation of the Vancouver Institute.”

11Gordon Selman, “History of Extension Department University of British Columbia”
(M.A. Thesis, University of British Columbia, 1963).
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My study is limited in several re'spects.. It is but one of many possible
perspectives on the institution, offering an administrative/political account
of the VI between 1916 and 1939, and on occasion reférring to the social
context for explanation. I wanted primarily »tc; knovfr what happened, and
who worked to promote and to direct the VI and why I ended by seeing
the two main categories of supporter as town (citizéns who had no strong
UBC affiliation and their societies) and gown (those with strong UBC
connections, primarily as faculty members). “This thesis is not about the
learning or motivation of VI audiences. .It is not primarily about the
economic life or significance of assoéiated players, nor dtoeis it examine the
aesthetic or intellectual implications inherent in the ieétures themselves. It
describes neither the psychological outlooks of those involved nor the
demographic patterns of those who participated. Race, gender, and class
matters could each be examined in relation to the VI, but remain for some

future writer to consider.

This history is largely based on primary sources located in archival
collections. The Vancouver Institute Collection at UBC Special Collections
contains five boxes of material, including minutes, membership lists,
treasurer reports, programs, scrapbooks, and correspondence. These
materials are particularly suited to an administrative and political history of
the VI, but admit of some social questions. The UBC Board of Governors,
Senate, and Department of Extension collections (also at UBC Special
Collections) document UBC's reasons to be interested in the VI. The
records of several Vancouver societies that participat(_ad in the VI can be
found in the Vancouver City Archives, and family papers are found both in

the Vancouver and UBC archives. Finally, newspaper articles provide

another source of VI information. Many of these are found as clippings




within the VI collection, whereas others are found in newspaper collections
or microfiche files. Newspaper articles report on VI activities and provide
biographical information. These primary sources, although not reliably
representative and complete (particularly in the case of the Institute
minutes), provide useful evidence as to what tfanspired in the VI and how

the organization related to its world.12

Secondary sources are used where necessary to describe the VI's social
setting. Several well regarded histories of Vancouver are supplemented
with broader histories of British Columbia, and some national and
international research is also included. These sources help to show the
relation of the VI with other social developments occux;ﬁng prior to and

during the period of this study.

Chapter 1, Preparing for The Vancouver Institute, examines social
currents prior to 1916 that helped give birth to the VI. Vancouver’s mutual
enlightenment and university m.ovements, together with a rising educated
population, provided the background for the VI's establishment and
leadership. This leadership grew out of prior social circumstances, but
came to have a character of its own. Chapter 2 deals with the period from
1916 to 1925, arguing this was a period of political balance between town
and gown in VI affairs and thus a time of stability and increasing popularity.
Chapter 3 describes the period from 1925 to 1929 as a moment when the
VI became more town-oriented. Chapter 4, in contrast, describes an

increasingly strong gown presence from 1929 to 1939. This evolution

120ne conspicuous limitation in the VI minutes is that they rarely say much about debate
in the VI. This was an amateur organization, and the voluntary secretary only wrote down
what seemed interesting to him or her. The secretary for 1920-21 did not record any
minutes at all.
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began with the VI's symbolically important move to UBC’s Point Grey

campus, but became a predominant feature of the Institute after 1933.

Town and Gown is a first look at a long-standing Vancouver institution of
adult education; at the time of writing, The Vancouver Institute remains a
popular lecture series. If this study adds to an understanding of adult
education in British Columbia, or encourages further studies of the VI or its

role in the historical development of adult education in British Columbia,

then it will have served a useful purpose.
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CHAPTER 1
PREPARING FOR THE VANCOUVER INSTITUTE

Few institutions are born by fiat and thrust into the world completely
unannounced. The Vancouver Institute, like other adult educational
institutions, was not created in a social vacuum but grew out of its time and
"~ place. As Gordon Selman might suggest, it responded to the nature of the
society within which it functioned.! To understand how the VI began and
how it became important to those who organized and promoted it, one must

examine Vancouver society prior to the VI's establishment in 1916.

Vancouver in the early 1900s was in many ways an unstable city. It had
grown quickly in the century’s first decade; the local economy boomed,
development rose considerably, and population nearly quadrupled.
Vancouver had become the undisputed metropolitan centre for Canada’s
Pacific Coast.2 Native-born Canadians accounted for nearly half of the
population, but a strong British and American population was also present.3
British and American social attitudes tested each other.4 Civic boosters

seeking wealth jostled with suffragists and other reformers.® Socialists

1Gordon Selman, “The Canadian Movement in Context,” The Foundations of Adult
Education in Canada (Toronto: Thompson Educational Publishing, 1993}, 35.

2patricia Roy, Yancouver: An Ilustrated History (Toronto: James Lorimer & Company),
51. _

SNorbert MacDonald, Dista A fve
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press. 1987) chapter 4

4N. MacDonald, Neighbours, 43.

SRoy, Vancouver, 51; Jean Barman, The West Beyond the West: A History of British
Columbia, (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1991), 210.




challenged the developing economic order, and Vancouver, a “city of
churches and churchmen,” had a disturbing “immoral underside.” 6
Vancouver was dominated by eager young men on an “untrammeled quest

for individual economic betterment.”?

The 1912 depression shook the confidence of the previous decade, and
the First World War had a direct effect on all aspects of life throughout
British Columbia.® Economic and social progress seemed available to many
Vancouverites, but the methods to achieve them became less secure and
less accessible. Well-organized financial and political interests competed;
some of the leaders of those interests were strictly self-serving and profit or
career hungry, whereas others were concerned with public welfare or
cultural betterment. How could people realize their aspirations? In
considering the VI, it is important to be aware of this sentiment: how might
the VI be useful to achieve goals, whether for oneself, one’s group, or one’s

cause?

Three aspects of early Vancouver society had a direct influence on the VI
the mutual enlightenment movement, which gave rise to learned societies
and their traditions of public lectures; the university movement, providing
recognition of and support for an institution of higher education in British .
Columbia; and a rise in the number and kinds of formally educated
professionals, who promoted a particular range of tastes and interests. The

VI arose in the presence of these forces. The founders of the VI were

6Robert A.J. McDonald, “Working Class Vancouver, 1886-1914: Urbanism and Class in
British Columbia,” B,C, Studies 69-70 (Spring-Summer 1986), 34; Roy, Yancouver, 82.

7R.A.J. McDonald, “Working Class Vancouver,” 65.

8Roy, Yancouver, 87; Barman, The West, 198.
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arguably products of these forces. Lemuel Robertson, a resident in
Vancouver for some time preceding the VI, and relative newcomer Frank
Fairchild Wesbrook knew and were sensitive to the forms of self-interest at
play in Edwardian Vancouvef. This chapter explores the historical
background to the formation of the VI, and the significance of the work of
Robertson and Wesbrook.

Histori urrent

The mutual enlightenment, university, and professionalization movements
were three distinct but inte_njelated social currents of the decades
preceding the VI's establishment. Although they can be examined
separately, they grew alongside each other and were drawn together in the
VI. This was demonstrated by the those who were (or had been) active in

these movements and became early VI promoters.

Mutual Enlightenment

The phenomenal growth of early twentieth century Vancouver was
accompanied by various views as to the sort of city Vancouver should be. For
some, economic prosperity and population growth were only part of what
made Vancouver worthy. Some t’ook very seriously the social and cultural
improvement of the city.? To that end, various cultural and learriéd v}
societies appeared, almost immediately aftef Vancouver'’s incorporation, to

foster “mutual enlightenment.” As “learned” societies, they were largely

9N. MacDonald, Neighbours, 33. MacDonald argues that early Vancouverites were city-
builders as well as profiteers.




concerned with amateur research and study of literary or scientific works.
Many of those involved were prosperous and influential and, inspired by
British ideals of high culture, helped temper what began as “an ugly, smelly
city.”10

Ian Hunt has described the emergence and growth of mutual
enlightenment in Vancouver at the turn of the century. Through a number
of organizations, participants sought to improve the cultural, aesthetic, and
social condition of Vancouver residents. Although some organizations
attended only to their own members, others turned their attention to the

plight of the “unenlightened masses.”

A number of groups discussed by Hunt would affiliate with the VI.11 The
first were the Art, Historical, and Scientific Association, Vancouver’s oldest
learned society; the Vancouver Archaeological Society; and the British
Columbia Academy of Science. They were soon joined by the British
Columbia Society of Fine Arts; the Natural History Section of the British
Columbia Mountaineering Club, which would become the Vancouver Natural
History Society; and the Alpine Club of Canada (Vancouver Section).. The
University Women'’s Club and the Vancouver Trades and Labour Council were
also engaged in similar voluntary educational activities, although each had its
own particular interests, and both groups became early supporters of the VI.

10[an Hunt, “Mutual Enlightenment in Vancouver: 1886-1916,” (Ed.D. thesis, University
of British Columbia, 1987); Roy, Vancouver, 29.

11y1 Collection, Box 4-5, Programs. Data from this collection are sketchy and generally
biased to promote the merits of the VI. Few records describe the debates that transpired,
although the recorded outcomes can be given some credibillty Inferences based solely on
VI records are tentative at best.




It was typical of these groups to provide lectures to their membership or

the general public.

These and other Ihutual enlightenment groups dealt with ideas and
problems analogous to those informing the “new education” in turn-of-the-
century Canadian schools. Among the “new education” topics were civics,
science (particularly through nature study), physical education (including
health and hygiene), and manual training.12 Although the topics were
interpreted to fit specific Vancouver interests, they can be found in the
programmes of at least some voluntary scientific and literary associations.
The Art, Historical, and Scientific Association certainly promoted civics,
advanced as high culture coloured by imperial sensibility.13 Others, to
varying degrees, promoted science (for example, the Archaeological Society,
British Columbia Academy of Science, and the British Columbia
Mountaineering Club), physical recreation (for example, the Alpine Club of
Canada), health and hygiene (the Academy of Science included several
physicians), or manual training (the Vancouver Arts and Crafts Association,
Society of Fine Arts).14 These interests would in turn be expressed through
the VI: lecture topics often included science, health, patriotism,
mountaineering, or nature. The educational ideas at large in this

complicated movement were championed by Sir William Macdonald as part

12Neil Sutherland, Children in English-Canadian Society, (Toronto: University of Toronto
Press, 1976}, chapter 12.

13Hunt, “Mutual Enlightenment,” 41.

l14Hunt, “Mutual Enlightenment,” passim; Lawrence Ranta, “British Columbia Academy of
Science,” Vancouver, University of British Columbia, Special Collections, British Columbia
Academy of Science Collection, Box 1-1. (Subsequent references to this collection are
labelled “Academy of Science Collection.”)




of the “Macdonald/Robertson Movement.”15 Macdonald, interestingly,
helped to finance McGill University College of British Columbia in 1906.16
Isolated as Vancouver may have been, it was not without contact with

educational ideas elsewhere in Canada.

The first participants in the VI were the Art, Historical, and Scientific
Association (AHSA), the Archaeological Institute, and the British Columbia
Academy of Science.l? The Institute was proposed as “a means to loosely
federate and coordinate existing societies, to enhance each, harmonize
related lines of endeavor, and cultivate new fields.”18 Such a cooperative
effort is significant in consideration of Hunt's conclusion that many of these
groups (his “exemplars”) ignored each other.1°® The other mutual
enlightenment groups previously mentioned petitioned for membership
within a couple of months, and the Alpine Club and Society of Fine Arts
joined a year later. The VI's appeal was based on its potential to further the
interests of the affiliating societies. |

15gutherland, Children. Chapter 12.
16Harry Logan, Tuum Est (Vancouver: The University of British Columbia, 1958), 18.

17vancouver City Archives, Art, Historical, and Scientific Association Collection, Add.
Mss. 336, Volume 2-10, Minutes, 23 March, 1916. (Subsequent references to this
collection are labelled “AHSA Collection.”)

18yancouver, University of British Columbia, Special Collections, Department of
University Extension Collection, Box 3-1,Correspondence, 29 March, 1916. This statement
was on the invitation to join the VI. (Subsequent references to this collection are labelled
“UBC Extension Collection.”)

19Hunt, “Mutual Enlightenment,” 271.




The University of British Columbia

The VI was indirectly yet powerfully influenced by the new University of
British Columbia (UBC). British Columbia residents first considered a
university as early as the 1870s, but took twenty-five years to agree on its
location and constitution.2? Not only did UBC'’s existence spark the VI, but
the themes of the debates over the control and function of the university

would also find expression in the VI.

Control of the proposed university was a popular issue for those who
argued for a university. Before the provincial government decided in 1910
to locate the new UBC on the tip of Point Grey, McGill University had
established affiliates in the province.2! Initially through Victoria College and
Vancouver High School (which became Vancouver College), and, in 1906,
McGill University College in Vancouver, McGill came to dominate higher
education in British Columbia.22 McGill's dominance annoyed a few
Vancouverites who had loyalties to the. University of Toronto and upset those
who wished a locally controlled indigenous university.23 Although McGill
played a crucial role in higher education in British Columbia, the ethos of

the university movement was clearly dominated by a concern for local and

20Logan, Tuum Est, 2; R. Cole Harris "Locating the University of British Columbia” B.C,
Studies 32 (Winter 1976-77), 107.

21Harris, "Locating the University,” 108-109.

221 0gan, Tuum Est, 23.

23vancouver, University of British Columbia, Special Collections, President’s
Office/Wesbrook Collection, Box 1-5, Minutes, 1906. (Subsequent references to this
collection are labelled “Wesbrook Collection.”} The unknown author recorded the notes at a
public meeting to discuss the 1906 legislation concerning McGill's role in higher education
in British Columbia.




public control, and the movement to create a provincial university
independent of McGill continued.24 The VI would attract people who were
keen on an independent and locally controlled educational organization.
Furthermore, the VI would explicitly be an independent Vancouver
institution, whereas UBC had to be shared with the Province of British
Columbia. Civic boosters mixed with graduates of McGill University and the
University of Toronto. Later, even the institutional presence of UBC would

cause some to fear that VI autonomy was waning.25

The functions of the university were related and controversial matters.
This is unsurprising in a province experiencing tremendous growth and
clashing immigrant cultures. Cultural differences, particularly between
British and American ideals, would inform different perspectives on the
importance of a university.26 Although many felt that UBC should be a
practical university for economic development because “the man who knew
all about classics or literature was useless,”27 others stressed the
“character-building” role of a university. Henry Essen Young, as Provincial

Minister of Education, was sympathetic to the former view yet declared that

24Logan, Tuum Est, 31.

25w .R. Dunlop to P.T. Timms, 17 October 1933, VI Collection Box 2-15. Dunlop
stressed the separation between UBC and the VI. -

26Harris, “Locating the University,” 125; Jean Barman, The West Beyond the West
(Toronto: The University of Toronto Press, 1991), 137 ff. Among the middle-class, Barman
suggests a division between leisurely, class-conscious Britons and more industrious Anglo-
Canadians. N. MacDonald, Neighbhours, 43, suggests, particularly in Vancouver, a clash
between British and American social values. The division between British and Anglo-
Canadian Vancouverites is also described by Roy, Vancouver, 60.

27paily Province, 4 February, 1908. Cited in Harris, “Locating the University,” 113.
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“character building was the great duty of a university."28 Although the
desire for a practical and scientific university predominated (a major reason
why UBC was located near commercial’Vancoﬁver), it was balanced by the
character-building goal, however defined.2® Vancouverites felt their city to
be the best university location for industrial and cultural reasons.3? Both
these sentiments would be expressed in the operation of UBC. When UBC
finally welcomed students in 1915, it was unable to provide education in a
number of practical fields, whereas the budget for Classics (a staple of liberal
education) remained ample.31 The VI attracted support from individuals
and groups interested in the industrial function of UBC (for example, the
Chamber of Mines) as well as those interested in the cultural, character-

building function (for example, mutual enlightenment groups).

The structure of the VI embodied these sentiments surrounding the
establishment of UBC. Like the University, the VI was controlled by British
Columbia citizens and not “foreigners.” More importantly, it was controlled

by proud Vancouverites interested in both the commercial and cultural

28vancouver, University of British Columbia, Special Collections, Convocation Records,
Box 1-2, Daily News Advertiser, 22 August 1912.

29L0gan, Tuum Est, 37; Harris, “Locating the University,” 115,116, also notes the
American influence behind the practical and scientific views.

30Harris, “Locating the University,” 115.

3lvancouver, University of British Columbia, Special Collections, UBC Board of Governors
Collection, Box 1, Reel 1, Minutes, 11 January 1916. (Subsequent references to this
collection are labelled “UBC Board of Governors Collection.”)The social and occupational
status conferred through knowledge of classics is discussed in Robert Gidney and Winnifred

Millar Professional Gentlemen: The Professions in Nineteenth-Century Ontario (Toronto:
University of Toronto Press, 1994), 5.




virtues of education.32 The lecture syllabus itself blended practical and
cultural topics. Early titles ranged from “The Evolution of Agriculture” to
“The Romantic Period of English Literature.”33

Rising Professionalization

A third element in early Vancouver was an increasing professionalization of
certain occupations. Although defining features of professionalization are
difficult to identify, a “profession” here is characterized as an occupation
requiring a knowledge base learned through a prolonged period of
education, and carrying certain social status and influence.34 Vancouver's
formally educated population begah to increase during the 1890s, as did the
social leadership from professionals (particularly lawyers).35 Such people
brought not only their educated tastes, buf also occu’pational concerns.
Professionalization was becoming linked to university education, which

could also lead to enhanced social mobility.36

Traditional professions such as law, medicine, and clergy, and emerging

professions such as engineering, architecture, scientific research, and

32Harris, “Locating the University,” passim. Harris stresses the point that British
Columbia communities—particularly Vancouver—promoted their local interests vigourously.

33VI Collection, Box 4-5, Programs.

345ee Gidney and Millar, Professional Gentlemen, 3, for a broader consideration of the
difficulties in defining professions.

35Robert A.J. McDonald, “Business Leaders in Early Vancouver 1886-1914,” (Ph.D.
thesis, University of British Columbia, 1977), 244.

36Gidney and Millar, Professional Gentlemen, 354; R.A.J. MacDonald, “Business
Leaders,” 230.




education were growing in Vancouver with the city’s increased capacity to
employ such people. The debates over UBC included arguments that
education for professions, particularly those fields deemed scientific, be
provided in a British Columbia university.37 It is not surprising that several
professional associations took interest in the VI, perhaps to influence UBC
curriculum as it related to their occupations (the Architectural Institute of
British Columbia, for example, sought to influence UBC’s curriculum), or to

gain access to a public forum that would enhance occupational status.38

Although professionalization brought with it a set of narrowly occupational
aims, it also indicated growth in the number of persons in the educated
class who promoted certain cultural tastes.39 A number of professionals
were sympathetic to the mutual enlightenment movement and participated
(often as leaders) in various local societies. As it attracted those of the
mutual enlightenment and university movements, the VI also attracted those
with certain occupational backgrounds. These people also brought with
them a desire for occupational control and enhancement, and an interest in

UBC as an institution to educate professionals.

37Harris, “Locating the University,” 115. The interest in science was popular in
Vancouver as elsewhere. See also Wesbrook papers, Box 1-4/5.

38vancouver, City Archives, British Columbia Institute of Architecture Collection, Add.
Mss. 326, Vol. 1-2, Personal note, ca. 1914. (Because of organizational name changes,
subsequent references to this collection are labelled “Architectural Institute Collection.”)
This note described suggestions for university courses in architecture. The charters of
other VI affiliated professional associations explicitly stated an objective to enhance (or
claim) the professional status, e.g. Vancouver, City Archives, Vancouver Teachers
Association, Add. Mss. 994; B.C. Society of Fine Arts, Add. Mss. 171.

39R A.J. McDonald, “Business Leaders,” 244.
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By providing expert, high-status lectures under the auspices of UBC, the
VI attracted the interests of local learned societies, professional
organizations, the University itself, and individual citizens. Table 1 shows
those who were first consulted about or supported the VI in its first few
months, and their mutual enlightenment, university, or professional
(occupational) afﬁliatidns. Motives for affiliation will be described in the
following chapter. Here, it is adequate to note that they shared similar

backgrounds in the three areas in question.

Table 1 shows many affiliations held in common and how the three social
movements combined in early VI promoters. Robertson, Scott, Bryan, Hill-
Tout, Howay, Twizell, and Fripp had been mutual enlightenment leaders,
and brought to the VI not only their own tastes and enthusiasms but also
those of the local societies they represented. Wesbrook, Robertson,
Davidson, both Jamiesons, Scott, Hill-Tout, Farris, Howay, Hall and Wade
had been involved in the establishment of UBC. They brought to the VI a
strong support for the University. (Another early UBC supporter, Robie
Reid, would become active with the VI the following year.) Wesbrook,
Robertson, Bryan, Twizell, Davidson, Hall, Matheson, Fripp, Anna B.
Jamieson, and Klinck were among those concerned with aspects of
professionalization. The people who. met to plan the VI in early 1916 not

only represented the mutual enlightenmént, university, and

professionalization movements, but many of them simultaneously embodied

all three.




TABLE 1

PLANNERS AND FIRST SUPPORTERS OF THE VANCOUVER INSTITUTE,

SPRING 1916

Name

Occupation/Affiliations prior to VI establishment

Frank F. Wesbrook
Lemuel Robertson
Kennerly Bryan
James G. Davidson
R.F. Hayward
Charles Hill-Tout
Frederick W. Howay
Anna B. Jamieson
James H. McVety
W.P. O'Boyle

S. Dunn Scott

H.C. Shaw

Rev. E. Thomas

Sir Charles H. Tupper
R.P.S. Twizell
Frederick C. Wade
G.A. Laing

J.W. de B./Evelyn Farris
A. Buckley
T.Proctor Hall

E.G. Matheson

L.S. Klinck
R.Mackay Fripp

H. McLatchy

R.S. Sherman
Helena Gutteridge
J.E. Wilton

J.G. Lister

J. Fee

(Mrs.) J.S. Jamieson
S.P. Judge

G.H. Hawkins

J. Ashworth

N. Thompson

UBC President

UBC Professor, Archaeological Institute,

Architect, Architectural Institute, AHSA

UBC Professor, British Columbia Academy of Science
Businessman

Archaeological Institute, B.C. Academy of Science, AHSA
Judge, AHSA, UBC Senate

Teacher, University Women’s Club, UBC

Labour Organizer, Trades and Labour Council, UBC
Catholic Priest, Local Societies

Editor News-Advertiser, Archaeological Inst., UBC Gover.
Lawyer

Methodist Minister

Lawyer, AHSA

Architect, AHSA, Architectural Institute,

Lawyer, AHSA, UBC Senate

High School Principal

Lawyer, AHSA/University Women'’s Club

Assistant, Public Library

Physician, British Columbia Academy of Science

UBC Professor, Architect/Civil Engineering

UBC Dean, B.C. Academy of Science

Architect, Architectural Institute, Arts and Crafts Assoc.
Businessman, B.C. Mountaineering Club, UBC Convocation
Teacher, B.C. Mountaineering Club,

Tallor, Vancouver Trades & Labour Council

Vancouver Trades & Labour Council

Educator, Vancouver Teachers Association

Educator, Vancouver Teachers Association

University Women'’s Club; Alpine Club; (lawyer husband)
Commercial Artist, British Columbia Fine Arts Society
British Columbia Fine Arts Society

British Columbia Chamber of Mines

Engineer, Businessman, B.C. Chamber of Mines

Source: a) VI Minutes;

b) Harry Logan, Tuum Est;

c¢) Membership lists, AHSA Collection;

d) British Columbia Academy of Science Collection

¢) Ian Hunt, “Mutual Enlightenment in Vancouver 1886-1916";

f) UBC Convocation Collection, Special Collections, University of British Columbia,

Vancouver,

g) Henderson’s Vancouver Directory, 1912-1920;
h) Vancouver Social Register and Club Directory (Vancouver: Welch & Gibbs, 1914).
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“Other personal associations were forged indirectly. For example, other
members of the British Columbia Academy of Science, in supporting the VI,
would likely have been allied with UBC personnel through the Academy’s
support for UBC.40 Similarly, since the Vancouver School Board had played
a role in the University Movement, and the Normal School had become
affiliated with UBC, it seems probable that Lister and Fee, as the Vancouver
Teachers Association representatives, were familiar with many of the
others.4! (The Vancouver Trades and Labour Council also had an historical
connection with UBC that lead McVety, Wesbrook and Klinck to work on an
educational project for returning veterans.42 However, the Trades and
Labour Council members likely did not know many of the other VI
supporters on a congenial social basis.) Many of these people became the
first VI Council, constituting a fairly homogeneous group. Of particular note
are the connections with UBC; although there was no explicit or formal
association with the University, VI members were clearly interested in UBC.
Many were UBC faculty members, governors, Senators, or just supportive

citizens.

The homogeneity of the initial VI promoters was also indicated by their
occupations. This included academics (Robertson, Wesbrook, Klinck),
lawyers (Howay, Wade, Farris, and Tupper), scientists (Klinck, Davidson,
Hill-Tout, Hall), clergy (O'Boyle, Thomas), architects (Fripp, Twizell,

Matheson), journalists (Scott), school teachers or administrators (Lister,

40Ranta, “Academy of Science,” 3.

4lLogan, Tuum FEst, 16, 37.

42wesbrook Collection, Box 6-2, Joint Meeting of the Returned Soldiers and Committee
on education and training, Minutes, 30 June, 1916. McVety, Wesbrook, and Klinck were
named on the committee.




Fee, A.B. Jamieson), and artists (Judge, Hawkins). Tupper and Wade could
also be counted among the city’s business leaders.43 If these occupations
were not already accepted as professions (such as law or the clergy), they
were among the aspiring professions (such as teaching or architecture).
This occupational orientation reinforced the homogeneity of the early VI

supporters.

The University Women’s Club menibers also belonged with the other VI
supporters. Although with a different political agenda, they were also
university educated and socially well connected; either personally or
through husbands or fathers, and reflected the trend for higher status
women to participate in clubs and other social a'ctivities.v44 The only
exceptions to this well-educated, socially well positioned, and ethnically
homogeneous group were those representing the Vancouver Trades and
Labour Council. As representatives of organized labour, McVety, Gutteridge,
and Wilton reflected a somewhat different background from many others.45
With this exception noted, however, the VI still drew chiefly from an upper

middle-class socio-economic group of professionals.

It is worth noting the présence of Sir Charles Hibbert Tupper, which
further illustrates the social standing of the initial VI membership. As the

pre-eminent social leader in early 1900s Vancouver, his presence would

43R A.J. McDonald, “Business Leaders,” 495, 500.

44Barman, The West, 217, 225. A number of middle class women, notably Helen Gregory
McGill, a UWC member, were socially and politically active; women’s suffrage was a popular
issue. See also R.A.J. McDonald, “Business Leaders,” 249.

45McVety was not adverse to participating with UBC personnel on special projects of an
educational nature.
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help establish the VI as a socially prestigious organization.46 Prior to the
University’'s establishment, the University Club had_ been among the city's
most prestigious and exclusive social clubs. The VI offered the hope of a
prestigious “club” with university aifs but without requiring particular
credentials.47 Although he was not particularly active in managing the VI's
affairs, Tupper’s pfesence indicated the educated, upper-middle class
Anglo-Canadian leadership that wés attracted to the VI.

Despite drawing on these social movements, the VI did not emerge
spontaneously. It took the efforts of certain key individuals to establish and
gather support for the new organization. These leaders also “fit” the social

setting, but provided the essential impetus to found the institution.

Key Leaders

Two figures stand out as the prime movers of the VI. Lemuel Robertson, a
UBC faculty member in 1916, and Frank Faifchild Wesbrook, UBC's first
president, were responsible for initiating the VI and generating early
enthusiasm. To understand how these two men came to such actions it is
necessary to examine their relation to the social features and “forces” listed
earlier. Robertson, a Vancouver resident since early in the century,
participated in and was shaiped by each of these features. Wesbrook,
arriving in Vancouver in 1913, brought vvith him values and sensibilities

compatible with them.

46R A J. McDonald, “Business Leaders,” 240.

47R A.J. McDonald, “Business Leaders,” 226.

\
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Robertson

Lemuel Robertson was widely known in early Vancouver educational
circles as a Classics scholar and instructor in Greek and Latin. He also
worked in various administrative roles to advance and support higher
education in British Columbia.48 Less well known, however, was his
influence on British Columbia education. The VI was another project that

illustrated Robertson’s influence and administrative acumen.

Robertson had been a teacher in Prince Edward Island in 1891 and, after
earning a degree at McGill University in 1899, moved to Vancouver to
become a teacher at Vancouver High School. To advance his career, he took
teaching positions at McGill affiliated Vancouver College in 1901, and in
1904 returned to his alma mater to teach and earn an M.A. degree.4® While
at McGill, he began negotiations to establish McGill University College of
British Columbia. “McGill B.C.,” as it became known, was legally constituted
in 1906.50 Robertson became a faculty member of McGill B.C.

Robertson was a well known supporter of McGill B.C., although, some
accused him of acting on behalf of his own and McGill University’s

48“Makers of the University—Lemuel Robertson.” U.B.C, Alumni Chronicle, Spring
1955. '

48vancouver City Archives, Newspaper biography of- Lemuel Robertson, 8 July, 1941,
Microfiche 8023; “Makers of the University—Lemuel Robertson,” 18. -

50Logan, Tuum Est, 18-20.




interests.51 There is some truth in these accusations; Robertson would gain
status and material rewards from a position in the new institution. For the
first few years, he was the registrar and bursar for McGill B.C. before
resuming his teaching duties.52 The desire for a locally controlled
provincial university was certainly not extinguished by McGill B.C.'s
presence, however, and Robertson played a part in establishing the
University of British Columbia.53 When UBC was finally established,

Robertson became a faculty member.

Robertson was also active in mutual enlightenment societies, particularly
the Vancouver Society of the Archaeological Institute of America.54 By 1916
he was a prominent member of that group.55 He was also familiar with
members of the Art, Historical, and Scientific Association; by 1916 he was a
well known lecturer for that group.56 One can presume he fraternized with

other mutual enlightenment figures who shared his academic interests, as

51wesbrook Collection, Box 1-5, Notes, Public Meeting, ca. 1906. An unidentified
audience member suggested that Robertson had played a major role in a “conspiracy” to
create McGill B.C.

52yancouver City Archives, Newspaper biography of Lemuel Robertson, 8 July, 1941,
Microfiche 8023.

53Wesbrook Collection, Box 1-4. Robertson, as a member of the University Graduates
Association, helped lobby for UBC. Also described in “Makers of the University—Lemuel
Robertson,” 18.

54What began as the Vancouver Archaeological Society in 1911 became referred to as the
Archaeological Institute in VI records after affiliation with the American organization. See
Hunt, Mutual Enlightenment, 42, and the letterhead of correspondence Robertson to
Wesbrook, Wesbrook Collection, Box 6-2, 23 June, 1916.

55Correspondence, Lemuel Robertson to Frank Wesbrook, 23 June,1916, Wesbrook
Collection, Box 6-2.

56AHSA Collection, Vol. 2-10, Minutes, 1916 passim.
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well as others in the University Graduates Association.5? Robertson’s

interest in education went beyond the confines of a formal institution.

There was, however, an important link between Robertson’s career and
his mutual enlightenment interests. His field of expertise was classics, and
he lived at a time when some argued that “the man who knew all about
classics or literature was useless.”® In the debates between the utilitarian
or character-building function of universities, it would be in Robertson’s
interest to stimulate support for classics, considered in British traditions to
be hallmarks of a gentleman's liberal education.>® Popular support for a
provincial university that included classics would help ensure Robertson a

caree€r.

As an educator, Robertson would also be acutely aware of the attempts by
teachers to claim professional status for their occupation. Formal teacher
training in Vancouver's Normal School began in 1901, but did not find a
place in UBC until 1920 (and only then as a summer session for elementary
teachers).60 As university education became a mark of a professional,
teachers (particularly high school teachers) were looking to universities for

professional status.6l The British Columbia university movement was aided

57wWesbrook Collection, Box i-4, List of Members, University Graduates Association.

%m 4 February, 1908. Cited in Harris, “Locating the University,” 113.

59Gidney and Millar, Professional Gentlemen, 5.

60John Calam, “Teaching Teachers: Initial Moves and the Search for UBC’s First
Professor of Education,”

no. 2 (Fall 1994): 178; Nancy M Sheehan and J Donald Wilson, From Normal School to
the University to the College of Teachers: Teacher Education in British Columbia in the

20th century,” Journal of Education for Teaching 20, no. 1 (1994): 25.
61Gidney and Millar, _Professional Gentlemen, 354.
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considerably by the University Women's Club, several members of which
(notably Anna B. Jamieson, mentioned above) were teachers; other teachers
were also involved in the university movement.62 Robertson would be
familiar with such people and their concerns, and stood to benefit from an
enhanced teaching profession. His own academic statlis would be

enhanced, as would his role in higher education.

Robertson worked not only as a teacher and scholar, but as a supporter of
the institutions that employed him. He also worked to influence the general
status of education in British Columbia, and became highly influential in
provincial education. Not only did he participate in the politics of
Vancouver College, McGill B.C., and UBC, but he later influenced educational
policy at the Ministry level.63 Later in life, he was described as “the power
behind the throne in education in B.C.” and as one of three Prince Edward
Island immigrants who “virtually controlled Education in British Colurhbia
for several decades.”®® The VI can be seen as part of Robertson’s

purposeful educational influence.

Robertson was credited with the idea for the VI, and like other early

participants combined in himself mutual enlightenment, university, and

62wesbrook Collection, Bax 1-5, Minutes, Public Meeting ca. 1906. A high school
teacher is identified as favouring the “McGill project.”

63valerie Giles, “Historical Evolution of the Office of Deputy Minister in British Columbia
Education Policy Making 1919-1945: The Career of Samuel John Willis” (Ph.D. thesis,
University of British Columbia, 1993), 10. Robertson, almost single handedly it seems, was
able to promote Willis's career in the upper levels of educational administration.

64vancouver City Archives, Newspaper Clipping, 16 August, 1941, Microfiche 8023;
Peter Lawson Smith, cited in Giles, “Historical Evolution,” 10.
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professional interests.® He had a considerable stake in the union of the
three, as his career depended on professional status in a university as a
Classics professor. Robertson likely saw his personal interests and his
educational aims as arising from a stable and unified educational presence,
and the VI was conceived as a vehicle to help blend and stabilize various
educational elements. Robertson’s idea was, then, somewhat inspired.
Although he would serve on the VI Council each year between 1916 and
1925 (and on the executive twice) and provide a few VI lectures, his
influence was perhaps most significant in his conception of the VI and who
was invited to participate.66 .His first step was to enlist the help of UBC’s
first President, Frank Fairchild Wesbrook.

Wesbrook

Frank Fairchild Wesbrook came to Vancouver as UBC'’s first president in
1913.67 Although he had not been part of Vancouver’s development during
the previous decade, his backgroundr and sympathies fit well wifh the.
themes in question. He, like Robertson, gmbodied the cultural, industrial,
and professional concerns that united in the VI, and was an ideal public

leader of the new institution.

65wesbrook Collection, Box 5-11, Correspondence, Howay to Wesbrook, 9 March, 1916;
Howay acknowledged receiving a “statement from Professor Robertson” regarding the
founding of the VI.

66programs, VI Collection, Box 4-5. Council and Executive were listed on the programs.
Robertson provided his first two lectures in 1920.

67Logan, Ilu;m_f‘;s.t. 45.
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Wesbrook had been raised in Winnipeg, and in 1890 graduated from the
University of Manitoba in medicine.®8 His surgery career was halted after an
accident resulted in an amputated finger, so he turned his talents to
medical research in pathology. Between 1890 and 1895, he had various
research positions at the University of Manitoba and then at Cambridge
University, England. In 1893, as part of an ambitious Cambridge “open
house” event to demonstrate the Pathological Laboratory, he revealed a
penchant for public education and took to teaching in addition to his
research and publication work.6® In 1895, the University of Minnesota
advertised a position for a scholar who was also a teacher, and Wesbrook got

the appointment.

At Minnesota, Wesbrook. addressed various public health and epidemiology
problems as Professor of Bacteriology and Pathology. He also encouraged
the development of new medical research facilities and ran the pathology
laboratory. His appointment to the Minnesota Board of Health brought out a
considerable diplomatic talent. In 1906 he became Dean of Medicine and,
among other projects, established a university hospital, a nursing program,
amalgamated three previously existing medical departments, and instituted
a program of continuing medical education with a state-wide network of
physician support. He became well regarded for his administrative
statesmanship, and well known for his emphasis on the teaching function of

a university.70

68william C. Gibson, Wesbrook and his University, (Vancouver: The Library of The
University of British Columbia, 1973). Much of the summary of Wesbrook’s career is taken

from Gibson.
69g5ee also: Wesbrook Collection, Box 2-1, Memorabilia.

70Gibson, Wesbrook, 28, describes incidents of his statesmanship.
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By 1908, Wesbrook had a reputation as a leading educator.”’! In addition
to championing the teaching role of a university, he maintained that
universities had an important role to play in nation building. State (secular)
universities were, he maintained, important investments in the State. Such
a view fit with, and was probably encouraged by, the University of Minnesota,
an American land-grant university with a strong teaching history and

extension.72

When, in 1913, Wesbrook accepted the offer to become UBC’s first
President, his sensibilities would help him to fit in with the various social
movements in Vancouver. He would be welcomed by those in the university
movement for his support of secular, state sponsored higher education as a
tool for “nation building,” appealing particularly to those who supported the
commercial /industrial function of UBC. However, his familiarity with British
high culture woul