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An A n a l y s i s of Concepts of M a r g i n a l i t y  
in A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

ABSTRACT 

Concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y have found popu lar use in the f i e l d 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . U n f o r t u n a t e l y i n d i s c r i m i n a t e usage of the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y has l e f t too much l a t i t u d e for m i s a p p l i c a t i o n , 

m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g . C l a r k was f i r s t to use 

the term, m a r g i n a l i t y , to denote a p a r t i c u l a r concept in the 

f i e l d . In h i s d o c t o r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l case s t u d y , "Adult 

E d u c a t i o n in T r a n s i t i o n : A Study of I n s t i t u t i o n a l I n s e c u r i t y , " 

U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a - - L o s A n g e l e s , 1956, C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d a 

t r a n s i t i o n by the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les 

School System from a s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e wherein t r a d i t i o n a l 

e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s p r e v a i l e d to a s t a t e wherein the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s c h o o l s had assumed a s e r v i c e o r i e n t a t i o n s u b s e r v i e n t 

to community demands. 

C l a r k ' s i n i t i a l concept of m a r g i n a l i t y was deve loped to 

denote the f i n a l s t a t u s of the Branch r e s u l t i n g from t h i s 

t r a n s i t i o n . H i s subsequent uses of the term d e p a r t e d from 

d e n o t i n g the s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subuni t in r e l a t i o n to 

o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l e d u c a t i o n a l s c h o o l 

system to i n c l u d e o ther o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and n o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

a p p l i c a t i o n s . 

C l a r k was i n c o n s i s t e n t i n a p p l y i n g the term m a r g i n a l i t y and 

s t r a y e d from i t s a p p l i c a t i o n i n h i s d o c t o r a l c a s e - s t u d y - i n - d e p t h 

to d e s c r i b e the s t a t u s of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los 

Ange les Schoo l System. He a l s o . u s e d m a r g i n a l i t y to denote the 



s t a t u s of v a r i o u s o ther a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s , i n c l u d i n g tha t 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a g e n c i e s , c l a s s e s , 

departments , e n t e r p r i s e s , s c h o o l s , s c h o o l programs, programs in 

g e n e r a l , a bureau , and p r o f e s s i o n a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ' s o c i e t y . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y were used by C l a r k i n h i s 

d i s s e r t a t i o n to d e s c r i b e the low s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , f u n c t i o n s , a c t i v i t i e s , programs, and a s u b u n i t 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n . 

T h i s t h e s i s l i n k s C l a r k ' s i n i t i a l concept to d i c t i o n a r y 

d e f i n i t i o n s , d i s c u s s e s problems in a s s e s s i n g and v a l i d a t i n g 

m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s , e s t a b l i s h e s a 

t y p o l o g y for c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of usages w i t h i n the l i t e r a t u r e , and 

pursues concept c l a r i f i c a t i o n and d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n . D e f i n i t i o n s 

are s t a t e d for (1) v a l u e s m a r g i n a l i t y , (2) p r a c t i c e m a r g i n a l i t y , 

(3) autonomous e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , (4) autonomous 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , (5) i n t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y , (6) human system m a r g i n a l i t y , (7) a d m i n i s t r a t o r 

system m a r g i n a l i t y , (8) c l i e n t system m a r g i n a l i t y , (9) 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y , (10) o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m i c r o 

system m a r g i n a l i t y , (11) o r g a n i z a t i o n a l macro-system 

m a r g i n a l i t y , (12) o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m u l t i p l e subun i t m i c r o - s y s t e m 

m a r g i n a l i t y , (13) o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m u l t i p l e subun i t macro-system 

m a r g i n a l i t y , and (14) for the g e n e r i c l a b e l a p p l i c a b l e to 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y c o n c e p t s - - i n t e r - s y s t e m 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Sugges t i ons for f u t u r e r e s e a r c h are a l s o p r e s e n t e d . 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

Authors i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n f r e q u e n t l y use the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y , c i t i n g Burton R. C l a r k and h i s p o p u l a r w r i t i n g s 

which r e p o r t e d h i s seminal d o c t o r a l study of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n in 

C a l i f o r n i a . 1 C l a r k used the term to denote the s t a t u s of v a r i o u s 

a d u l t s c h o o l s w i t h i n the Los Ange le s and C a l i f o r n i a s c h o o l 

systems and f e l t the concept of m a r g i n a l i t y might a l s o have 

a p p l i c a t i o n w i t h i n o ther sys tems. He wrote c o n v i n c i n g l y enough 

to persuade o t h e r s of the c o n c e p t u a l v a l u e of m a r g i n a l i t y i n 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . A l though o ther a u t h o r s a p p a r e n t l y d e a l w i th 

q u i t e d i f f e r e n t c o n c e p t s , they use the term m a r g i n a l i t y as a 

common l a b e l . These concepts v a r y and are a p p l i e d ' i n a v a r i e t y 

of c o n t e x t s . F r e q u e n t l y they are i n c o n f l i c t w i th one ano ther— 

s t i l l they are termed m a r g i n a l i t y , and a t t r i b u t e d to a common 

s o u r c e . 

' B u r t o n R. C l a r k , "Adul t E d u c a t i o n in T r a n s i t i o n : A 
Study of I n s t i t u t i o n a l I n s e c u r i t y " ( P h . D . d i s s e r t a t i o n , 
U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a - L o s A n g e l e s , 1954) ( h e r e a f t e r c i t e d as 
C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n ) . 
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What are the p l a u s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n s for v a r i a n c e in 

concept s termed m a r g i n a l i t y and for the a t t r i b u t i o n to C l a r k of 

such d i v e r s e concept s? People may c a r e l e s s l y read C l a r k and 

thus misapp ly the term m a r g i n a l i t y . A u t h o r s may c i t e C l a r k , but 

a s s i g n to the term m a r g i n a l i t y , meanings which may be more 

c o m p a t i b l e to t h e i r purposes ; they may f a i l to s p e c i f y 

d i f f e r e n c e s between C l a r k ' s usages of the term and t h e i r own 

c o n t e x t u a l usages . Another p o s s i b i l i t y might be tha t C l a r k ' s 

w r i t i n g may not have been p r e c i s e , thus y i e l d i n g m u l t i p l e , and 

p o s s i b l y even o p e r a t i o n a l l y c o n t r a d i c t o r y , d e f i n i t i o n s of the 

c o n c e p t . In such c a s e , those who use v a r i o u s concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y would c i t e C l a r k and would f i n d c o n t e x t u a l i n s t a n c e s 

of C l a r k ' s usages which are c o m p a t i b l e w i th t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n s . 

S ince the p o s s i b i l i t i e s are not m u t u a l l y e x c l u s i v e , one might 

f i n d examples w i t h i n each c a t e g o r y . R e g a r d l e s s of c a u s e , the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y has been used in the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

w i t h grea t l a t i t u d e . T h i s has l e d to i m p r e c i s i o n and a l a c k of 

u n i f o r m i t y of u n d e r s t a n d i n g both of the concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y 

and of t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n s . 

The term m a r g i n a l i t y has been used in the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

l i t e r a t u r e , i n graduate s c h o o l s , and at p r o f e s s i o n a l 

c o n f e r e n c e s , by a v a r i e t y of i n d i v i d u a l s and in a number of 

ways. Had the term r e c e i v e d l e s s usage , . i t would be l e s s 

s i g n i f i c a n t to s t u d y , but i t i s p r e c i s e l y because of the 

p o p u l a r i t y of the term tha t i t i s important to deve lop p r e c i s e 

d e f i n i t i o n s , thus e n a b l i n g c o n s i s t e n t use of the term i n the 

f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . Why, a f t e r y e a r s of p o p u l a r use of 
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the term might i t now be important to i d e n t i f y the concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y a p p l i e d i n the f i e l d and endeavor to d e f i n e them? 

I t i s apparent through the frequent use of the term in the 

l i t e r a t u r e that a d u l t e d u c a t i o n p r a c t i t i o n e r s , e d u c a t i o n i s t s and 

a u t h o r s a l i k e , f i n d u t i l i t y in i t s use . 

Darkenwald and Merr iam suggest that the " c r e a t i o n of a body 

of knowledge in a d u l t e d u c a t i o n through s y s t e m a t i c and 

d i s c i p l i n e d i n q u i r y has lagged behind the development of 

graduate t r a i n i n g p r o g r a m s . " 2 However, f o o t n o t i n g C l a r k ' s 

monograph p u b l i s h e d in 1968 at B e r k e l e y by the U n i v e r s i t y of 

C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , which p u b l i c a t i o n ensured from h i s p r e v i o u s l y 

c i t e d d o c t o r a l s t u d y , they c i t e d "Adul t E d u c a t i o n in T r a n s i t i o n , 

a s o p h i s t i c a t e d study of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l dynamics of p u b l i c 

s c h o o l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a g e n c i e s by the s o c i o l o g i s t Burton 

C l a r k , " 3 as one of the e x c e p t i o n s : 

C l a r k ' s a n a l y s i s of the causes and e f f e c t s of 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i s s t i l l of v a l u e in 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r o l e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
p r o c e s s e s i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y i n s c h o o l and 
c o l l e g e s e t t i n g s . 4 

F u r t h e r m o r e , Darkenwald and M e r r i a m 5 r e f e r to C l a r k ' s study as 

one of two examples of how r e s e a r c h focused on a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , 

even though conducted by i n d i v i d u a l s o u t s i d e of the f i e l d of 

2 G o r d o n G . Darkenwald and Sharan B . M a r r i a m , A d u l t  
E d u c a t i o n : F o u n d a t i o n s of P r a c t i c e (New Y o r k : Harper & Row, 
1982), p . 25. 

3 I b i d . , P . 26. 

" I b i d . , P . 26. 

5 I b i d . , P- 231 . 
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a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , a d d s t o t h e f i e l d ' s k n o w l e d g e b a s e . T h e y 

r e p e a t e d l y a c k n o w l e d g e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e C l a r k s t u d y , 

B r u n n e r , W i l d e r , K i r c h n e r , and N e w b e r r y n o t e d t h e e x t e n t t o 

w h i c h C l a r k ' s 1956 m o n o g r a p h , 6 g a v e a t t e n t i o n t o a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

c o n c e r n s a n d t h e d e g r e e t o w h i c h t h e s e h a d a p p l i c a t i o n " t o o t h e r 

s c h o o l s y s t e m s a n d some o t h e r a g e n c i e s . " 7 T h e y l a b e l e d C h a p t e r 

IV o f h i s M o n o g r a p h , d e a l i n g w i t h i m p l i c a t i o n s a n d p o l i c y , a s "a 

most v a l u a b l e , n o t t o s a y b r i l l i a n t , c o n t r i b u t i o n o f v a l u e 

b e y o n d t h e a r e a o f p u b l i c s c h o o l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . " 8 A l t h o u g h 

C l a r k ' s M o n o g r a p h h a s been i n c l u d e d i n d i f f e r e n t s e r i e s , h a s 

been i n d i v i d u a l l y p r i n t e d a s w e l l a s b e i n g p u b l i s h e d a s a b o o k , 

i t s c o n t e n t a n d p a g e n u m b e r i n g a p p e a r t o h a v e r e m a i n e d c o n s t a n t 

w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f c h a n g i n g i n t r o d u c t i o n s a n d t a b l e s o f 

c o n t e n t s . T h i s 1956 d o c u m e n t w i l l , h e r e a f t e r , be r e f e r r e d t o a s 

the M o n o g r a p h . 

B e c a u s e o f t h e f r e q u e n t u s e o f t h e t e r m m a r g i n a l i t y , a n d 

i t s a p p a r e n t i m p o r t a n c e i n t h e f i e l d o f a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , i t i s 

d e s i r a b l e t h a t t h e c o n c e p t s o f m a r g i n a l i t y w h i c h a r e l a b e l e d 

6 C l a r k , A d u l t E d u c a t i o n i n T r a n s i t i o n : A S t u d y o f  
I n s t i t u t i o n a l I n s e c u r i t y . U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a P u b l i c a t i o n s 
i n S o c i o l o g y a n d S o c i a l I n s t i t u t i o n s ( B e r k e l e y a n d L o s A n g e l e s : 
U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , 1956; r e p r i n t e d . w i t h T a b l e o f 
C o n t e n t s ( 3 r d P r i n t i n g ) , B e r k e l e y a n d L o s A n g e l e s : U n i v e r s i t y o f 
C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , 1968; L o n d o n , E n g l a n d : C a m b r i d g e U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s s , 1 9 6 8 ) ; r e p r i n t , New Y o r k : A r n o P r e s s , 1980 . ( h e r e a f t e r 
c i t e d a s t h e M o n o g r a p h . 

' E d w a r d de S c h w e i n i t z B r u n n e r , D a v i d S . W i l d e r , C o r i n n e 
K i r c h n e r a n d J o h n S . N e w b e r r y , J r . , An O v e r v i e w o f A d u l t  
E d u c a t i o n R e s e a r c h ( C h i c a g o : A d u l t E d u a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n o f t h e 
U . S . A . , 1 9 5 9 ) , p . 120 . 

I b i d . , p . 122 . 
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w i t h t h i s common term be d e f i n e d so as to a l l o w i n d i v i d u a l s to 

v i s u a l i z e the s t a t e s be ing denoted by the concept s and to enable 

them to a r r i v e at a common u n d e r s t a n d i n g of s t a t u s for the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lement . A un i form d e f i n i t i o n i s e s s e n t i a l i f the 

concept i s to become a u s e f u l r e s e a r c h t o o l . Once a concept i s 

w e l l d e f i n e d - - c l e a r , i d e n t i f y i n g tha t denoted by the concept and 

e x c l u d i n g that which i s not a p a r t t h e r e o f - - i t becomes p o s s i b l e 

to r e f i n e companion and " s u b s i d i a r y c o n c e p t s " 9 necessary for 

model and t h e o r y b u i l d i n g . The p r e c i s e d e f i n i n g of terms i s a 

necessary f i r s t s tep in theory b u i l d i n g w i t h i n a f i e l d of study 

and for i n t e g r a t i n g theory and models a c r o s s b o u n d a r i e s of 

d i s c i p l i n e s and f i e l d s of s t u d y . A n y t h i n g l e s s than c l e a r l y 

d e f i n e d terms and c o n c e p t s : 

would i n t e r f e r e w i th the c o n s t r u c t i o n of adequate 
theory and the development of s y s t e m a t i c r e s e a r c h 
through which the body of knowledge accumulates 
l o g i c a l l y w i t h i n t e r n a l c o n s i s t e n c y . C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
the d i s c o v e r y of v a l i d s o l u t i o n s to p r a c t i c a l problems 
encountered i n the f i e l d would be r e t a r d e d . 1 0 

Because of the p o p u l a r usages of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i t 

tends to be one of the fundamental terms around which new 

concept s are f o r m u l a t e d . The concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i s i n t e g r a l 

to s e v e r a l concept s deve loped by C l a r k . He d e s c r i b e d h i s 

concept of m a r g i n a l i t y as one of t h r e e h i s t o r i c a l c o n d i t i o n s 

9 C o o l i e V e r n e r , " D e f i n i t i o n of T e r m s , " in A d u l t  
E d u c a t i o n : O u t l i n e s of an Emerging F i e l d of U n i v e r s i t y S tudy , 
e d . Gale J e n s e n , A . A . L i v e r i g h t , and W i l b u r H a l l e n b e c k 
(Washington, D . C : A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n of the U . S . A . , 
1964), p . 33. 

1 0 I b i d . , p . 27. 
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which " l a r g e l y e x i s t as ' g i v e n s ' f or the d e c i s i o n s made in the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments of s choo l 

s y s t e m s , " 1 1 the o ther two be ing "the p r e s s u r e s of the e n r o l l m e n t 

economy, and the p o t e n t i a l e f f e c t of the s t a t e d ends of the 

p r o g r a m . " 1 2 

Concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y need to be w e l l d e f i n e d and must be 

o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d for maximum u t i l i t y . C l a r k d e f i n e d h i s concept 

of " o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y " 1 3 to some extent and announced 

h i s i n t e n t i o n to i d e n t i f y not on ly i n d i c e s , 1 4 s o u r c e s , 1 5 

b a s e s , 1 6 and a c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r to m a r g i n a l i t y , 1 7 but a l s o 

some symptoms 1 8 and e v i d e n c e s 1 9 f or d e t e r m i n a t i o n of whether an 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t i s in a s t a t e of m a r g i n a l i t y . C o n f u s i o n 

c o n c e r n i n g m u l t i p l e concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y concerns t h e i r l e v e l 

of a p p l i c a t i o n w i t h i n o r g a n i z a t i o n s or w i t h i n s o c i e t y . 

For purposes of c l a r i t y in d e f i n i n g concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , i t i s e s s e n t i a l to d i s t i n g u i s h between a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n u n i t s and s u b u n i t s . An a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t i s 

1 1 C l a r k , 

1 2 I b i d . , 

1 3 I b i d . , 

1 " I b i d . , 

1 5 I b i d . 

1 6 I b i d . , 

1 7 I b i d . , 

1 8 I b i d . , 

1 9 I b i d . 

D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 24. 

p . 36. 

p . 26. 

p . 25. 

p . 26. 

p . 27. 

p . 26. 
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d e f i n e d a s an i n d e p e n d e n t a n d f o r m a l l y c o n s t i t u t e d 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e l e m e n t w h e r e i n t h e p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e a n d 

f u n c t i o n i s t h e e d u c a t i o n o f a d u l t s . An a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t 

i s n o t a s u b d i v i s i o n o f an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t b u t , r a t h e r an 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l e m e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y s u b o r d i n a t e t o a 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o r l a r g e r o r more p o w e r f u l o r g a n i z a t i o n 

whose p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e a n d f u n c t i o n i s n o t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

The t e r m u n i t w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f i t s u s e 

i n d i r e c t q u o t a t i o n s o r a c c o m p a n i e d by q u a l i f y i n g s t a t e m e n t s , 

w i l l be r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e d e s i g n a t i o n o f l e g a l o r f o r m a l l y 

i n c o r p o r a t e d e l e m e n t s . S u b u n i t s w i l l be u s e d t o r e f e r t o 

s u b o r d i n a t e p a r t s o f l e g a l l y o r f o r m a l l y i n c o r p o r a t e d e l e m e n t s . 

R e p e a t e d r e f e r e n c e s h a v e b e e n made t o m u l t i p l e c o n c e p t s o f 

m a r g i n a l i t y w h i c h a r e m o s t f r e q u e n t l y d e n o t e d by C l a r k a n d 

o t h e r s t h r o u g h u s e o f t h e s i n g l e t e r m , m a r g i n a l i t y . W h i l e i t i s 

i m p o r t a n t a t t h i s p o i n t t o i d e n t i f y e x a m p l e s o f d i f f e r e n t u s e s 

o f m a r g i n a l i t y by C l a r k , i n - d e p t h a n a l y s i s a n d c r i t i q u e o f e a c h 

w o u l d n o t be a p p r o p r i a t e . C l a r k ' s u s e s o f t h e t e r m m a r g i n a l i t y 

w i l l be i n d i v i d u a l l y q u o t e d i n c o n t e x t i n C h a p t e r I I a n d 

s u b s e q u e n t l y a n a l y z e d a n d c r i t i q u e d . 

C l a r k u s e d t h e t e r m t o d e n o t e t h e s t a t u s o f t h e A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h ( w h i c h may be t h o u g h t o f a s a n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t ) among o t h e r s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 

( t h e L o s A n g e l e s S c h o o l S y s t e m ) w h e r e i n t h e p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e 

a n d f u n c t i o n i s n o t t h e e d u c a t i o n o f a d u l t s . 2 0 C l a r k a l s o 

2 0 I b i d . , p p . 3 -4 . 
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a p p l i e d t h i s concept to the Bureau of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n of the 

C a l i f o r n i a Department of E d u c a t i o n , 2 1 and to the C a l i f o r n i a 

A s s o c i a t i o n of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t o r s . 2 2 

V a r i a t i o n s of the concept of m a r g i n a l i t y were used by C l a r k 

to d e s c r i b e the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s , c o n s i d e r e d 

c o l l e c t i v e l y , both w i t h i n immediate p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 

w i t h i n l a r g e r o r g a n i z a t i o n a l systems which emcompass such 

immediate p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

C l a r k a l s o c o n s i d e r e d the s t a t u s of v a r i o u s groupings of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s c o l l e c t i v e l y . Groupings were by 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t t y p e s , such as c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s . Among 

s u b u n i t s whose s t a t u s was c o n s i d e r e d on such a c o l l e c t i v e b a s i s 

by C l a r k i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n were a d u l t e d u c a t i o n : 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a g e n c i e s , 2 3 c l a s s e s , 2 4 d e p a r t m e n t s , 2 5 

e n t e r p r i s e s , 2 6 s c h o o l s , 2 7 s c h o o l p r o g r a m s , 2 8 and p r o g r a m s . 2 9 He 

appears to s p e c i f i c a l l y i d e n t i f y the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 

comparat ive s u b u n i t s i n f r e q u e n t l y in h i s a p p l i c a t i o n of concepts 

2 1 I b i d . , p . 29. 

2 2 I b i d . 

2 3 I b i d , p . 30. 

2 4 I b i d , p . 26. 

2 5 I b i d , pp . 14, 24, 27. 

2 6 I b i d . , p . 172. 

2 7 I b i d . , pp . 70, 172, 203. 

2 8 I b i d . , p . 70. 

2 9 I b i d . , pp . 14, 24-30, 35-6 , 70, 172. 
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of m a r g i n a l i t y . T h i s t h e s i s w i l l examine the frequency and 

c o n s i s t e n c y w i t h which C l a r k a p p l i e d h i s concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y 

to v a r i o u s a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l ements , and i d e n t i f i e d comparat ive 

e lements and p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and c o n t e x t s . 

Q u i t e d i s t i n c t from C l a r k ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y 

concept by which the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s i s 

d e s c r i b e d , C l a r k used a d d i t i o n a l concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y in h.is 

D i s s e r t a t i o n to denote the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , 3 0 f u n c t i o n s , 3 1 a c t i v i t i e s , 3 2 and a subun i t 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n . 3 3 

C l a r k appears to merge concept s of s t a t u s and acceptance as 

they r e l a t e to h i s concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k ' s use of 

these two t erms , acceptance and s t a t u s , w i l l be i d e n t i f i e d , 

d i s c u s s e d , a n a l y z e d , and c r i t i q u e d as he uses them to d e f i n e 

v a r i o u s c o n c e p t s of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

The term m a r g i n a l i t y has been used in the l i t e r a t u r e to 

denote concept s which are d i s t i n c t from C l a r k ' s i n i t i a l c o n c e p t . 

These concept s have been r e f e r r e d to as "concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y " i n t h i s t h e s i s because of s i m i l a r i t i e s w i t h C l a r k ' s 

concept of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . These s i m i l a r i t i e s occur 

i n d e f i n i t i o n and i n c o n t e x t u a l a p p l i c a t i o n . Few g u i d e l i n e s for 

a p p l i c a t i o n of C l a r k ' s i n i t i a l concept of m a r g i n a l i t y were g iven 

3 0 I b i d , p . 30. 

3 1 I b i d , p . 172. 

3 2 I b i d , p p . 26-7 , 7C. 

3 3 I b i d , p . 36. 
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o u t s i d e the boundar i e s of h i s case s t u d y . Other a u t h o r s u s i n g 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y , and c i t i n g C l a r k , seem unconcerned by the 

ambigu i ty tha t r e s u l t s from hav ing a m u l t i p l i c i t y of concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . D i s t i n c t l y d i f f e r e n t concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y have 

been c r e a t e d by these a u t h o r s in t h e i r a t tempts to a p p l y C l a r k ' s 

concept to n o v e l s i t u a t i o n s . The review of l i t e r a t u r e i n the 

f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i s neces sary for i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of 

these d i s t i n c t concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

S ince adequate d e f i n i t i o n s for the s e v e r a l concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y appear to be n o n - e x i s t e n t , d e f i n i t i o n s w i l l be 

p r o p o s e d . 

Once concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y are d e f i n e d i t may be p o s s i b l e 

to i d e n t i f y a p p l i c a t i o n s of some concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . Such 

an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n p r o c e s s i s c o n s i d e r e d to be an i n i t i a l t e s t of 

v a l i d i t y . 

O u t s i d e of C l a r k ' s i n i t i a l w r i t i n g s , which w i l l be 

i d e n t i f i e d i n Chapter I I , the term appears to have been a p p l i e d 

by C l a r k and a u t h o r s w i t h i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n w i t h minimal 

a d d i t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n a l development . None of the concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y appears to have been w e l l d e f i n e d . No r e p o r t s of 

measurement of any s t a t e of m a r g i n a l i t y have appeared i n the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . l i t e r a t u r e . V i r t u a l l y no g u i d e l i n e s are 

a v a i l a b l e f o r a s s e s s i n g m a r g i n a l i t y or i t s e f f e c t s . H i s uses of 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y in both h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n and Monograph w i l l 

be quoted in c o n t e x t , a n a l y z e d and c r i t i q u e d i n an e f f o r t to 

unders tand h i s use of them. 

T h i s t h e s i s was commenced under the assumption that 
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concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y l a c k e d d e f i n i t i o n and development in the 

f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . There appeared to be i n c o n s i s t e n c y i n 

a p p l i c a t i o n of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . The importance of 

d e v e l o p i n g p r e c i s e d e f i n i t i o n s of c o n c e p t s , such as those for 

m a r g i n a l i t y , was f u r t h e r assumed. 

To c l a r i f y C l a r k ' s development of h i s concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , each w i l l be t r a c e d through q u o t a t i o n of each of 

h i s uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n t h e i r c o n t e x t s from both h i s 

Di s s e r t a t ion and Monograph, through c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of uses and 

t h e i r c o n t e x t s , and through a n a l y s i s and c r i t i q u e , t h e r e o f . 

If the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i s to enjoy c o n c e p t u a l 

c l a r i t y and' success in theory and model b u i l d i n g , which in t u r n 

may l e a d to the i n t e g r a t i o n of theory and p r a c t i c e , the b u i l d i n g 

b l o c k s must be p r e c i s e . Terms and concepts must be s p e c i f i c i f 

common u n d e r s t a n d i n g in the f i e l d i s to e x i s t . Terms and 

concept s need d e f i n i t i o n so as to a l l o w i n d i v i d u a l s to v i s u a l i z e 

commonly denoted phenomena or meaning and thus enable mutual 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g of that which i s be ing s t u d i e d . For maximum 

u t i l i t y , terms and concept s sh ou ld be d e f i n e d through the use of 

c o n v e n t i o n a l language , a v o i d i n g the jargon of the f i e l d which 

might tend to make the terms s u b j e c t or f i e l d s p e c i f i c , r a t h e r 

than a l l o w i n g for more u n i v e r s a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g and t h e i r 

p o t e n t i a l i n t e g r a t i o n and use a c r o s s f i e l d s of s t u d y . T u r n e r , 

a d d r e s s i n g the s t r u c t u r e of s o c i o l o g i c a l t h e o r y , i n s i s t s : 

a body of theory r e s t s on the premise tha t s c i e n t i s t s 
w i l l do t h e i r best to d e f i n e concept s unambiguous ly . 
Not to do so , or to g i v e up because the task i s 
d i f f i c u l t , i s to i 'nvi te c o n c e p t u a l chaos and thereby 
to p r e c l u d e the a c c u m u l a t i o n of t h e o r e t i c a l 
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knowledge . 3 " 

C l a r k ' s concept of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y c o i n c i d e s 

w i th s e v e r a l d e f i n i t i o n s for m a r g i n a l i t y found i n a s t a n d a r d 

d i c t i o n a r y . C l a r k ' s concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y w i l l be compared to 

the more p o p u l a r s t a n d a r d i z e d d e f i n i t i o n s of m a r g i n a l i t y to 

determine the degree of agreement. An i n d i v i d u a l o u t s i d e of the 

f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n can g a i n a b a s i c u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 

C l a r k ' s concept of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y wi thout the need 

of j argon s p e c i f i c to the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . T h i s t h e s i s 

w i l l l i n k C l a r k ' s i n i t i a l concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to d i c t i o n a r y 

d e f i n i t i o n s . 

A second c h a l l e n g e made by T u r n e r i s tha t of i n c r e a s i n g a 

c o n c e p t ' s u s e f u l n e s s by making i t r e l e v a n t to o b s e r v a b l e 

s i t u a t i o n s and o c c u r r e n c e s : 

A f t e r a l l , the u t i l i t y of an a b s t r a c t concept can o n l y 
be demonstrated when the concept i s brought to bear on 
some s p e c i f i c e m p i r i c a l problem encountered by 
i n v e s t i g a t o r s : o t h e r w i s e , concept s remain detached 
from the very proces se s they are supposed to h e l p 
i n v e s t i g a t o r s u n d e r s t a n d . 3 5 

Thus , Turner m a i n t a i n s , concept s when a b s t r a c t sh ou ld be 

accompanied by " o p e r a t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n s , " 3 6 which are s e r i e s or 

s e t s of p r o c e d u r a l i n s t r u c t i o n s t e l l i n g i n d i v i d u a l s how to 

i d e n t i f y phenomena in the r e a l w o r l d . One o b j e c t i v e of t h i s 

3 , J . T u r n e r , The S t r u c t u r e of Soc i o l o g i c a l T h e o r y , 
r e v i s e d e d . (Homewood, 1 1 1 . : The Dorsey P r e s s , 1978). 

3 5 I b i d . , p . 4. 

3 6 I b i d . 
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t h e s i s i s to a s c e r t a i n the degree to which concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y have been d e f i n e d , i n s t r u m e n t e d , and a p p l i e d in 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

In summary, an e f f o r t w i l l be made to i d e n t i f y d i s t i n c t 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y used in a d u l t e d u c a t i o n by C l a r k and by 

other a u t h o r s . U n t i l the apparent c o n f u s i o n c o n c e r n i n g the 

meanings of m a r g i n a l i t y i s r e s o l v e d , i t w i l l be i m p o s s i b l e to 

i d e n t i f y and measure the e f f e c t s of the d i f f e r e n t types of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . U n t i l a s i n g l e concept i s i d e n t i f i e d which can be 

l a b e l e d wi th the term m a r g i n a l i t y and i n d i v i d u a l s i n the f i e l d 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n r e s t r i c t t h e i r usage of the term to the 

concept so denoted , or u n t i l the term m a r g i n a l i t y i s m o d i f i e d by 

accompanying d e s c r i p t o r s , e n a b l i n g i n d i v i d u a l s to d i f f e r e n t i a t e 

among concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y , i t w i l l c o n t i n u e to be i m p o s s i b l e 

to determine whether users of the term are t a l k i n g about the 

same t h i n g . 

The purposes of t h i s t h e s i s are to review the o r i g i n of the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y ; p r e s e n t d e f i n i t i o n s p e r c e i v e d as be ing u s e f u l 

i n d e t e r m i n i n g the meaning of the term w i t h i n the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e ; i d e n t i f y , a n a l y z e , and c r i t i q u e each use 

of the term c o n t a i n e d i n what are i d e n t i f i e d as the p r i m a r y 

documents p e r t a i n i n g to i t s use i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n ; d i s c u s s the 

t h e o r e t i c a l c o n s i s t e n c y of C l a r k ' s use of the term; and d e f i n e 

these concepts p r e c i s e l y . 

T h i s e x e r c i s e i s an h i s t o r i c a l and t h e o r e t i c a l 

c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the concept s which are c u r r e n t l y termed, 

m a r g i n a l i t y . I t w i l l be a c c o m p l i s h e d through a l i t e r a t u r e 
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r e v i e w , c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of the usages of the term m a r g i n a l i t y in 

the l i t e r a t u r e , and development of d e f i n i t i o n s for each d i s t i n c t 

concept of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Methodology 

S e v e r a l r e s e a r c h methodolog ies are employed in t h i s 

r e s e a r c h . P r i m a r i l y a concept a n a l y s i s , t h i s t h e s i s beg ins wi th 

an examinat ion of The M a r g i n a l i t y of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , 3 7 a 

seventeen page essay p u b l i s h e d two y e a r s a f t e r the c o m p l e t i o n of 

C l a r k ' s Di s s e r t a t i o n . Reviewed next i s the w i d e l y c i r c u l a t e d 

220-page monograph, p u b l i s h e d under the same t i t l e as C l a r k ' s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n , based on C l a r k ' s " d o c t o r a l d i s s e r t a t i o n completed 

i n ' the Department of A n t h r o p o l o g y and S o c i o l o g y , U n i v e r s i t y of 

C a l i f o r n i a , Los A n g e l e s , " 3 8 and r e f e r r e d to e lsewhere i n t h i s 

t h e s i s as the Monograph. 

S e v e r a l r e s e a r c h q u e s t i o n s were f o r m u l a t e d for purposes of 

g u i d i n g the l i t e r a t u r e s e a r c h . Was C l a r k f i r s t to use the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y to denote a concept p e r t i n e n t to the f i e l d of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n ? Was C l a r k ' s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y a p p l i e d in a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s i m i l a r to the ways i t i s a p p l i e d o u t s i d e of the 

f i e l d ? D i d C l a r k a p p l y h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y c o n s i s t e n t l y 

in a d u l t e d u c a t i o n ? How e x t e n s i v e l y was C l a r k r e f e r e n c e d in 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h h i s use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y . To what extent do C l a r k ' s c o n c e p t ( s ) of 

3 7 C l a r k , The M a r g i n a l i t y of A d u l t Educat i o n , Notes and 
E s s a y s , on E d u c a t i o n for A d u l t s , number 20 ("Chicago: Center for 
the Study of L i b e r a l E d u c a t i o n for A d u l t s , 1958), pp . 1-17. 

3 8 I d e m , Monograph, Acknowledgments. 
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m a r g i n a l i t y l e n d themselves to a p p l i c a t i o n and measurement 

w i t h i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . What are the documents which are 

p e r t i n e n t to the above q u e s t i o n s and for s e t t i n g the scope of 

t h i s t h e s i s ? 

Acknowledging that some of the p r e c e d i n g q u e s t i o n s may be 

beyond the scope of t h i s t h e s i s , a more thorough s e a r c h and 

review of the l i t e r a t u r e was c o n s i d e r e d to be the next s t e p . In 

many r e g a r d s , the l i t e r a t u r e s e a r c h was o p p o r t u n i s t i c , f o c u s i n g 

f i r s t on that l i t e r a t u r e r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e in t h i s a u t h o r ' s 

p e r s o n a l l i b r a r y , at the U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , and on 

that a s s e s s i b l e through computer searches a v a i l a b l e at the 

U n i v e r s i t y . 

P o r t i o n s of the l i t e r a t u r e s e a r c h were s y s t e m a t i c in that 

the major p e r i o d i c a l s of p r o f e s s i o n a l s s o c i a t i o n s of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s were searched a r t i c l e by a r t i c l e 

for purposes of i d e n t i f y i n g uses of the term and concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , r e l a t e d s u b j e c t s , and for r e f e r e n c e to Burton R. 

C l a r k , whose w r i t i n g s were f e l t to be pr imary to a n a l y s i s of the 

term and concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y in a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

Use of the term and concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y by a u t h o r s i n 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , o ther than C l a r k , were reviewed to determine 

the degree of t h e i r c o n f o r m i t y to C l a r k ' s usages and for 

purposes of t e s t i n g C l a r k ' s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y o u t s i d e of 

the c o n t e x t of h i s s t u d y . T h i s e x e r c i s e was p e r c e i v e d u s e f u l in 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of v a r i o u s concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y and i n t h e i r 

r e f inement. 

Searches werce made of course s y l l a b i or o f f e r i n g s w i t h i n 
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the Department of A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , A d u l t and Higher E d u c a t i o n at 

the U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a ; l i s t i n g s under Burton R. 

C l a r k c o n t a i n e d in the U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h Columbia L i b r a r y 

and the C o o l i e Verner A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Reading Room; both 

E d u c a t i o n a l Resources I n f o r m a t i o n Center (ERIC) computer data 

banks [ C u r r e n t Index to J o u r n a l s in E d u c a t i o n ( C U E ) and 

Resources i n E d u c a t i o n ( R I E ) ] ; p e r i o d i c a l s of the A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n of the U n i t e d S t a t e s of Amer ica (AEA-USA) 

b e g i n n i n g wi th the 1953 i s s u e s , the year in which C l a r k 

completed h i s d o c t o r a l r e s e a r c h data c o l l e c t i o n and a year p r i o r 

to acceptance of h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n , and c o n t i n u i n g u n t i l they 

were d i s c o n t i n u e d in 1982 ( A d u l t E d u c a t i o n : A J o u r n a l of  

Research and Theory and L i f e l o n g L e a r n i n g : The A d u l t Y e a r s ) ; 

p e r i o d i c a l s of the American A s s o c i a t i o n for A d u l t and C o n t i n u i n g 

E d u c a t i o n (AAACE) from t h e i r i n c e p t i o n i n 1982 through the J u l y 

1985 i s s u e (Adul t E d u c a t i o n Q u a r t e r l y : A J o u r n a l of Research and  

Theory and L i f e l o n g L e a r n i n g : An Omnibus of P r a c t i c e . and  

R e s e a r c h ) ; and the 1960, 1970, and 1980 e d i t i o n s of the Handbook  

of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . A d d i t i o n a l l y , more than one hundred books 

c o n c e r n i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n a l deve lopment , change, p s y c h o l o g y , 

p l a n n i n g , c o n c e p t s , t h e o r i e s , b e h a v i o r , p e r s o n a l p s y c h o l o g y , 

p o l i c y , and des ign which were s h e l v e d at the C o o l i e Verner 

Memoria l Reading Room i n the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Research Center at 

the U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h Columbia (UBC), the UBC g e n e r a l s t a c k s 

and t h i s a u t h o r ' s p e r s o n a l l i b r a r y were scanned for examples of 

a p p l i e d concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y or use of the term i n o ther 

d i s c i p l i n e s . In the course of graduate s t u d y , p u b l i c a t i o n s of 
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d e p a r t m e n t a l f a c u l t y members and s tudent papers were reviewed 

for the purpose of i d e n t i f y i n g concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . F e l l o w 

graduate s tudent s brought a d d i t i o n a l r e f e r e n c e s to t h i s a u t h o r ' s 

a t t e n t i o n . 

A l l of C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s l i s t e d in the B i b l i o g r a p h y , wherein 

the term or concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y are used , o ther than h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n , were r e a d . I n i t i a l l y , the focus of the 

examinat ion was on r e l a t i o n s h i p s and whether the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y was used c o n s i s t e n t l y . 

Once a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y had been i d e n t i f i e d , the work 

was scanned for f u r t h e r use of concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . Whether 

the a c t u a l t erm, m a r g i n a l i t y , was used w i t h i n these c o n t e x t s or 

n o t , i f a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y was used as e v i d e n c e d by 

s u f f i c i e n t c o n t e x t u a l i n d i c a t o r s , then the passage was i n i t i a l l y 

r e v i e w e d . 

Re ferences from each newly i d e n t i f i e d a r t i c l e wherein the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y had been used , were then examined for 

a d d i t i o n a l r e l e v a n t works . Works or passages were reviewed i f 

any of C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s were r e f e r e n c e d or i n c l u d e d in the 

b i b l i o g r a p h y , or i f key words were l i s t e d in s u b j e c t i n d i c e s , 

i n c l u d i n g m a r g i n a l i t y , m a r g i n a l , m a r g i n , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l , 

a c c e p t a n c e , c e n t r a l , r e t renchment , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l growth c y c l e s , 

s tage development , or o ther terms which appear to be r e l a t e d to 

s t a t u s . 

L e a d i n g to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of d e f i n i t i o n s , d i c t i o n a r y 

d e f i n i t i o n s w i l l be a n a l y z e d for the terms m a r g i n , m a r g i n a l , and 

m a r g i n a l i t y . The d i c t i o n a r y d e f i n i t i o n s w i l l be i d e n t i f i e d 
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a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r congruence or a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s for each of the 

i d e n t i f i e d concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . T h i s p r o c e s s i s r e q u i r e d to 

ground the newly d e f i n e d concept s in common E n g l i s h t erms . 

Two major " s t r a t e g i e s " used by l i n g u i s t s and l o g i c i a n s , 

a b s t r a c t i o n and homonymy, 3 9 have been c o n s i d e r e d i n an e f f o r t to 

determine whether the concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y used i n the f i e l d 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n by C l a r k and o t h e r s are in f a c t one very 

g e n e r a l and a b s t r a c t concept of m a r g i n a l i t y - - t h e a b s t r a c t i o n 

view; or whether d i f f e r e n t and independent concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y e x i s t - - t h e homonymy v iew. A s t r o n g homonymy view 

would i n s i s t t h a t the v a r i o u s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y used i n 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a r e ' d i s t i n c t and independent w i t h no 

s i m i l a r i t i e s o ther than the term which i s used to d e s i g n a t e 

them. Because a purpose of t h i s t h e s i s i s to l a y the f o u n d a t i o n 

for o p e r a t i o n a l i z i n g concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y and because i t i s 

f e l t that d i s t i n c t d e f i n i t i o n s are neces sary to t h i s end, a weak 

homonymy view i s f e l t to be a p p r o p r i a t e for t h i s t h e s i s . T h u s , 

terms and concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y w i l l be examined f o r purposes 

of i d e n t i f y i n g u n i q u e n e s s . I t i s not assumed tha t concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y used w i t h i n the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n are 

m u t u a l l y e x c l u s i v e . 

D e f i n i t i o n s for the v a r i o u s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y tha t 

may be i d e n t i f i e d w i l l be used to e s t a b l i s h a Typology f o r the 

C l a s s i f i c a t i o n of Concepts of M a r g i n a l i t y . Use of the proposed 

3 9 G e o r g e L a k o f f and Mark Johnson , Metaphors We L i v e By 
(Chicago and London: The U n i v e r s i t y of Ch icago P r e s s , 1980), p p . 
106-14. 
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t y p o l o g y may serve as one s t r a t e g y for a n a l y s i s of uses by other 

a u t h o r s of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

l i t e r a t u r e , which a n a l y s i s i s c o n s i d e r e d to be beyond the scope 

of t h i s t h e s i s . 

Once d e v e l o p e d , the Typology for C l a s s i f i c a t i o n of Concepts 

of M a r g i n a l i t y ' may be t e s t e d by c l a s s i f y i n g concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y from the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e . T h i s t e s t i n g 

w i l l a l l o w the e v a l u a t i o n of adequacy for each d e f i n i t i o n of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

The purpose of the proposed t y p o l o g y i s to serve as a 

f o u n d a t i o n for the a n a l y s i s of C l a r k ' s usage of the term and 

concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . Numeration i s f e l t to be an 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t method of a n a l y s i s for purposes of t h i s t h e s i s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , once C l a r k ' s usage of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i s 

i d e n t i f i e d i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n and Monograph, and once the 

d i f f e r i n g d e s i g n a t i o n for concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y a p p e a r i n g in 

these two documents are n o m i n a l l y l i s t e d , f r e q u e n c i e s w i l l be 

r e p o r t e d in t h i s t h e s i s . The numerous l a b e l s used by C l a r k to 

d i s t i n g u i s h among concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y w i l l be d i s c u s s e d and 

a n a l y z e d . The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of d i s t i n c t concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y from the l i t e r a t u r e through a p p l i c a t i o n of proposed 

d e f i n i t i o n s and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of the c o n c e p t s , u s i n g the 

Typo logy for C l a s s i f i c a t i o n of Concepts of M a r g i n a l i t y , w i l l be 

f e a s i b l e p r o c e s s e s for v a l i d a t i n g the proposed d e f i n i t i o n s and 

t y p o l o g y . The proposed d e f i n i t i o n s and t y p o l o g y may be f u r t h e r 

v a l i d a t e d by t h e i r a b i l i t y to f a c i l i t a t e c r i t i c a l a n a l y s i s of 

term and concept usage by o ther au thors of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 
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l i t e r a t u r e . 

S e v e r a l q u e s t i o n s have been i d e n t i f i e d in t h i s i n t r o d u c t o r y 

c h a p t e r . Many of these q u e s t i o n s w i l l s erve as t o p i c s i n 

c h a p t e r s to f o l l o w . Should the concept of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y be c r e d i t e d to C l a r k ? What were the l a b e l s C l a r k 

used to d e s i g n a t e h i s c o n c e p t ( s ) of m a r g i n a l i t y ? To what extent 

was he c o n s i s t e n t i n term usage? Can d e f i n i t i o n s be w r i t t e n to 

d i s t i n g u i s h among concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y ? Should t h i s 

c o n c e p t u a l a n a l y s i s be approached u s i n g an a b s t r a c t i o n or a 

homonymy s t r a t e g y ? These q u e s t i o n s , among o t h e r s p r e v i o u s l y 

s t a t e d w i l l f or the b a s i s f or t h i s c o n c e p t u a l a n a l y s i s . 

T h e s i s Format 

C l a r k , through the r e s e a r c h methodology d e s c r i b e d in t h i s 

Chapter was i d e n t i f i e d as f i r s t to use the t erm, m a r g i n a l i t y , to 

denote a concept in the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . Q u e s t i o n s 

c o n c e r n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n of the term and concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y 

to the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n have been s t a t e d . Research 

goa l s for t h i s t h e s i s have been s t a t e d . 

Chapter II i d e n t i f i e s C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s u t i l i z i n g the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y and e x p l o r e s h i s purposes for a p p l y i n g concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y in h i s d o c t o r a l s t u d y . H i s focus on o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

as w e l l as the s o c i o l o g i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e of the study are 

e x p l i c a t e d . D i c t i o n a r y d e f i n i t i o n s of the term a r e reviewed and 

c o n s t i t u t e a b a s i s , a long wi th the a forement ioned rev iews of h i s 

work, f o r a n a l y z i n g C l a r k ' s use of the term i n the two pr imary 

documents. 

Chapter I II i s d e d i c a t e d to p r e s e n t a t i o n and d i s c u s s i o n of 
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uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y from C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n . Each 

c o n t e x t , wherein the term i s u sed , i s quoted in s u f f i c i e n t 

l e n g t h to f a c i l i t a t e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of c r i t i c a l c o n c e p t u a l 

e l ements . 

Chapter IV i n c l u d e s a premise for c a t e g o r i z i n g concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . Each c a t e g o r y and subcategory i s d e f i n e d and 

i l l u s t r a t e d in c h a r t e d form. C o n t e x t u a l data from C l a r k ' s 

seventeen uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y are c h a r t e d , d i s c u s s e d , 

and a n a l y z e d . G e n e r a l o b s e r v a t i o n s which do not l e n d themselves 

to c a t e g o r i z a t i o n f o l l o w . 

Chapter V repea t s the p r o c e s s of Chapter I I I , t h i s t ime for 

C l a r k ' s uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y from the Monograph. Each 

use of the term i s quoted in c o n t e x t . 

Chapter VI i s the p r e s e n t a t i o n of the c a t e g o r i c a l data from 

C l a r k ' s uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s Monograph. G e n e r a l 

o b s e r v a t i o n s not l e n d i n g themselves to c a t e g o r i z a t i o n f o l l o w . 

C a t e g o r i c a l data t a b l e d from C l a r k ' s uses of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n and Monograph are compared and 

c o n t r a s t e d i n Chapter V I I . A n c i l l a r y o b s e r v a t i o n s not l e n d i n g 

themselves to c a t e g o r i z a t i o n are t h e m a t i c a l l y l a b e l e d and 

d i s c u s s e d . Most theme p r e s e n t a t i o n s i n v o l v e data from C l a r k ' s 

two pr imary documents c o n c e r n i n g h i s s t u d y . The themat ic 

p r e s e n t a t i o n s w i l l make d i s t i n c t i o n s which are neces sary f o r 

d e f i n i n g s p e c i f i c concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Chapter V I I I i s d e d i c a t e d to the p r o p o s a l of s u c c i n c t 

d e f i n i t i o n s and l a b e l s f or each of the b a s i c concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y and t h e i r s u b c a t e g o r i e s . A d d i t i o n a l l y , a g e n e r i c 
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l a b e l i s proposed for d e n o t i n g the m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s which are c o n s i d e r e d to be p a r t of more than 

one e d u c a t i o n a l system. The d e f i n i t i o n s c o n s t i t u t e a t y p o l o g y 

which i s t a b l e d . 

The f i n a l c h a p t e r i n c l u d e s the p r e s e n t a t i o n of summary 

s ta tements , f i n d i n g s and c o n c l u s i o n s . I t addresses the 

l i m i t a t i o n s of the study and c o n t a i n s recommendations for f u t u r e 

r e s e a r c h . 
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CHAPTER II 

CLARK'S WRITINGS CONCERNING MARGINALITY 
AND DEFINITIONS PERTINENT FOR THEIR ANALYSIS 

The p r i n c i p a l purpose of t h i s c h a p t e r i s the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

and a n a l y s i s of Clark'*s w r i t i n g s p e r t i n e n t to usages of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y . A second purpose of t h i s c h a p t e r i s the 

p r e s e n t a t i o n of background of C l a r k ' s d o c t o r a l s tudy wherein the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y appears to have f i r s t been used . T h i s e x e r c i s e 

i s i n t e n d e d to p r o v i d e the reader w i t h s u f f i c i e n t background to 

f a c i l i t a t e u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the s e v e r a l uses of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y as they are d i s c u s s e d i n subsequent c h a p t e r s . These 

ends w i l l be a c c o m p l i s h e d through e x p l o r i n g C l a r k ' s purposes for 

a p p l y i n g concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s d o c t o r a l s tudy and by 

d i s c u s s i n g h i s focus on o r g a n i z a t i o n s from the s o c i o l o g i c a l 

p e r s p e c t i v e . 

The t h i r d major s e c t i o n of t h i s c h a p t e r focuses on 

d i c t i o n a r y d e f i n i t i o n s of the term m a r g i n a l i t y and of i t s r o o t , 

the term m a r g i n . These d e f i n i t i o n s are viewed as a b a s i s f or 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g C l a r k ' s usages of the term m a r g i n a l i t y arid are 

seen as forming a common d e f i n i t i o n a l base for u n d e r s t a n d i n g the 
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a p p l i c a t i o n s of concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y in s p e c i f i c s e t t i n g s . 

As e v i d e n c e d through a review of the books , p e r i o d i c a l s , 

r e p o r t s , p r o c e e d i n g s , and u n p u b l i s h e d m a t e r i a l s l i s t e d i n the 

B i b l i o g r a p h y of t h i s t h e s i s , in a d d i t i o n to the examinat ion of 

o ther p u b l i c a t i o n s as o u t l i n e d in the Methodology s u b s e c t i o n of 

Chapter I , Burton R. C l a r k was f i r s t to use the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y in d i s c u s s i n g the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t s . 4 0 

C l a r k ' s A r t i c l e s C o n c e r n i n g M a r g i n a l i t y 

C l a r k appears to have used the term m a r g i n a l i t y r e p e a t e d l y 

in h i s d o c t o r a l s t u d y . Each w i l l be i d e n t i f i e d and d i s c u s e d . 

C l a r k f i r s t used the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n , 

an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l case study of "adul t e d u c a t i o n s c h o o l s and 

d e p a r t m e n t s " 4 1 w i t h i n the Los Ange le s P u b l i c Schoo l System 

d u r i n g the e a r l y 1950s. The document was completed i n 1954 at 

the U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , Los A n g e l e s . Whi le h i s d o c t o r a l 

s tudy may be c o n s i d e r e d to be a s o c i o l o g i c a l case s t u d y , i t 

" d i r e c t l y concerns the development of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n the 

p u b l i c s c h o o l system of C a l i f o r n i a . " 4 2 C l a r k o r i g i n a l l y in tended 

to l i m i t h i s "purview to j u s t the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the 

Los Ange les Schoo l System in order to have a case study in the 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , " however, he a d d r e s s e d , 

4 0 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n . 

4 1 I b i d . 

4 2 I b i d . , p . 1. 
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s t u d i e d and g e n e r a l i z e d "s ta te -wide c o n d i t i o n s . " " 3 The study has 

s i n c e r e c e i v e d a t t e n t i o n among a d u l t e d u c a t o r s , a t t r i b u t a b l e to 

C l a r k ' s focus on a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s , h i s a r t i c l e s and 

r e p o r t s p u b l i s h e d in j o u r n a l s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the f i e l d , and to 

the e x t e n s i v e c i t a t i o n of the s tudy by a u t h o r s of o ther a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e . Because C l a r k f i r s t used the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n the document i s the pr imary 

source i n the s tudy of the concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y in a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n . O u t s i d e of r e f e r e n c e s made in t h i s t h e s i s to the 

document, no o ther d i r e c t r e f e r e n c e s to C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n 

were i d e n t i f i e d through t h i s s t u d y . 

C l a r k ' s a r t i c l e , r e f e r r e d to e l sewhere i n t h i s t h e s i s as 

the Monograph, was p u b l i s h e d w i t h an index i n 1956 by the 

U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a Pres s in the U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a 

P u b l i c a t i o n s in S o c i o l o g y and S o c i a l I n s t i t u t i o n s s e r i e s " 0 under 

the i d e n t i c a l t i t l e as h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n . S i n c e 1956, t h i s 

Monograph wi th i t s index has been r e p r i n t e d four t i m e s , three 

t imes in book form by the U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , the 

t h i r d r e p r i n t i n g be ing i n 1968." s The book m a i n t a i n e d page 

numbering matching tha t of the a r t i c l e ' s i n i t i a l p r i n t i n g and 

commencing wi th page number 43. T h i s c o n s i s t e n t page numbering 

may be h e l p f u l to r e a d e r s of t h i s t h e s i s i n tha t s p e c i f i c pages 

" 3 I b i d . 

""Idem, A d u l t E d u c a t i o n i n T r a n s i t i o n : A Study of  
I n s t i t u t i o n a l I n s e c u r i t y , e d . P h i l i p S e l z n i c k , U n i v e r s i t y of 
C a l i f o r n i a P u b l i c a t i o n s in S o c i o l o g y and S o c i a l I n s t i t u t i o n s , 
v o l . 1, no . 2 ( B e r k e l e y and Los A n g e l e s : U n i v e r s i t y of 
C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , 1968), pp . 43-202. 

" 5 Idem, Monograph, 1968. 
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in f o o t n o t e d r e f e r e n c e s to the Monograph are a p p l i c a b l e to a l l 

r e p r i n t i n g s which are enumerated in the b i b l i o g r a p h y of t h i s 

t h e s i s . A d d i t i o n a l l y , a p u b l i s h e r ' s page, acknowledgments, and 

t a b l e of c o n t e n t s were added to r e p r i n t s of the Monograph. 

C l a r k acknowledged i n the Monograph t h a t : 

T h i s s tudy i s based on a d o c t o r a l d i s s e r t a t i o n 
completed in the Department of A n t h r o p o l o g y and 
S o c i o l o g y , U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , Los A n g e l e s . " 6 

Even though he acknowledged t h a t the a r t i c l e was based on h i s 

d o c t o r a l d i s s e r t a t i o n , C l a r k d i d not i n c l u d e a formal r e f e r e n c e 

to the Di s s e r t a t ion in the b i b l i o g r a p h y of h i s Monograph. 

The absence of d i r e c t c i t a t i o n s of C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n in 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e may be a t t r i b u t e d i n p a r t to the 

f a c t tha t d i s s e r t a t i o n s per se are seldom wide ly read and to 

C l a r k ' s never h a v i n g f o r m a l l y r e f e r e n c e d h i s Di s s e r t a t ion in any 

of h i s o ther w r i t i n g s i n which he used the term m a r g i n a l i t y . 

R a t h e r , he c i t e d passages and r e f e r e n c e s from h i s Monograph 

which was "conducted under a 1952-53 f e l l o w s h i p g r a n t e d to C l a r k 

by the S o c i a l S c i e n c e Research C o u n c i l . " 4 7 C l a r k ' s 1956 a r t i c l e , 

r e f e r r e d to e lsewhere in t h i s t h e s i s as the Monograph, i s the 

prominent document c o n c e r n i n g the term and concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y and r e c e i v e s major a t t e n t i o n and a n a l y s i s i n t h i s 

t h e s i s . 

4 6 I b i d . , Acknowledgments. 

4 7 I d e m , A d u l t Educat i on i n T r a n s i t i o n , 1968, 
Acknowledgments. 
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C l a r k ' s The M a r g i n a l i t y of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n " 8 was p u b l i s h e d 

i n 1958. Whereas h i s Monograph was based on h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n 

which p r i m a r i l y concerned the t r a n s i t i o n of the a d u l t s c h o o l s 

w i t h i n the Los Ange les P u b l i c Schoo l System, t h i s 1958 a r t i c l e 

focused on the term m a r g i n a l i t y , the concept denoted by the 

t erm, and i t s a p p l i c a t i o n to and i m p l i c a t i o n s for the f i e l d of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . The a r t i c l e was p u b l i s h e d w i t h an accompanying 

3-page " P o s t s c r i p t " " 9 by H a r r y L . M i l l e r , A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r of 

the Center f o r the Study of L i b e r a l E d u c a t i o n for A d u l t s . 

M i l l e r c r i t i q u e d C l a r k ' s a t tempted a p p l i c a t i o n of the term and 

concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

C l a r k ' s a r t i c l e , " O r g a n i z a t i o n a l A d a p t a t i o n and P r e c a r i o u s 

V a l u e s : A Case S t u d y " 5 0 was p u b l i s h e d in 1956 in the American  

Soc i o l o g i c a l Review. The a r t i c l e f i r s t l y i d e n t i f i e d "some of 

the c o n d i t i o n s of weakness in s o c i a l v a l u e s , and s e c o n d l y , 

[ sought] to presen t a case study of one type of v a l u e 

m o d i f i c a t i o n . " 5 1 C l a r k ' s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y as i t a f f e c t s 

v a l u e m o d i f i c a t i o n was d i s c u s s e d . 

In 1964, C l a r k ' s Monograph which had appeared in the 

Amer i c a n Soc i o l o g i c a l Review was r e p r i n t e d in p a r t under a 

" 8 Idem, The M a r g i n a l i t y of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , Notes and 
Essays on E d u c a t i o n for A d u l t s , number 20 [ C h i c a g o : Center f o r 
the Study of L i b e r a l E d u c a t i o n for A d u l t s , 1958), pp . 1-17. 

" 9 I b i d , pp . 16-18. 

5 0 I d e m , " O r g a n i z a t i o n a l A d a p t a t i o n and P r e c a r i o u s 
V a l u e s : A Case S t u d y , " American Soc i o l o g i c a l Review 21 (June 
1956): 327-36. 

5 1 I b i d . , pp . 327-28. 
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shor tened t i t l e in A m i t a i E t z i o n i ' s s o c i o l o g i c a l r e a d e r . 5 2 

In 1980, C l a r k ' s Monograph was r e p r i n t e d in book form for 

the f o u r t h t i m e , t h i s l a t e s t t ime by Arno Press of New Y o r k . 

In summary, C l a r k ' s Monograph has been d i s t r i b u t e d by at 

l e a s t three p u b l i s h e r s , i s s u e d in a t l e a s t two e d i t i o n s , and has 

a r e c o r d of at l e a s t s i x p r i n t i n g s . 5 3 S u s t a i n e d demand for the 

a r t i c l e and book may account for the p o p u l a r i t y of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y ; which C l a r k emphasized i n these p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

I t was expected tha t the term m a r g i n a l i t y d i s c u s s e d 

e x t e n s i v e l y in the r e f e r e n c e s a l r e a d y noted would appear in 
t 

other works by C l a r k . C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s 5 " which f o l l o w e d h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n addressed o r g a n i z a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h i n 

j u n i o r c o l l e g e s and s o c i e t y to which h i s i n i t i a l concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y might have been a p p l i e d . C l a r k ' s Monograph 5 5 was 

c i t e d in these books and s e v e r a l concepts from C l a r k ' s 

Di s s e r t a t ion were d i s c u s s e d , but on ly two books c o n t a i n e d 
5 2 I d e m , " O r g a n i z a t i o n a l A d a p t a t i o n and P r e c a r i o u s 

V a l u e s . " In Complex O r g a n i z a t i o n s : A Soc i o l o g i c a l Reader , e d . 
A m i t a i E t z i o n T (New Y o r k , C h i c a g o , San F r a n c i s c o , T o r o n t o , 
London: H o l t , R i n e h a r t & W i n s t o n , 1964), pp . 159-167. 

5 3 S e e Reference B i b l i o g r a p h y for l i s t i n g of p u b l i s h e r s 
and p r i n t i n g d a t e s . 

5 " C l a r k , The Open Door C o l l e g e : A Case Study (New Y o r k : 
M c G r a w - H i l l , 1960); Idem, E d u c a t i n g the Exper t S o c i e t y (San 
F r a n c i s c o : C h a n d l e r , 1962TJ Idem, The D i s t i n c t i v e C o l l e g e :  
A n t i o c h , Reed and Swarthmore ( C h i c a g o : A l d i n e , 1970); Idem, 
Academic Power i n I t a l y : Bureaucracy and O l i g a r c h y i n a N a t i o n a l  
U n i v e r s i t y System ( C h i c a g o : U n i v e r s i t y of Chicago Press"! 1977); 
Idem, "Academic C o o r d i n a t i o n " , Y a l e Higher E d u c a t i o n Research 
Group 24 (New Haven, C o n n . : YHERG, 1978 . ) ; The Higher E d u c a t i o n  
System: Academic O r g a n i z a t i o n i n C r o s s - N a t i o n a l P e r s p e c t i ve 
( B e r k e l e y , Los A n g e l e s , and London: U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a 
P r e s s , 1983). 

5 5 I d e m , Monograph. 
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a p p l i c a t i o n s of a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y . The f i r s t use of 

m a r g i n a l i t y found i n these w r i t i n g s was in c o n n e c t i o n wi th 

p o s s i b l e t r e n d s for o r g a n i z a t i o n s . " O r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y " 

was c i t e d as an example of a c o n d i t i o n w i t h p r e d i c t a b l e 

c o n s e q u e n c e s : 5 6 

C l a r k ' s second use of a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y o u t s i d e of 

h i s a r t i c l e s , which were p r e v i o u s l y r e f e r e n c e d , was i n 1 983 5 7 

C l a r k ' s o n l y usages of the term m a r g i n a l i t y which have been 

i d e n t i f i e d i n t h i s s t u d y , w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of the two 

p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n s , occur w i t h i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n , in the 

Monograph based on h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n , and i n the three 

a d d i t i o n a l l y c i t e d a r t i c l e s 5 8 p u b l i s h e d in p e r i o d i c a l s and based 

on both the D i s s e r t a t ion and the Monograph. The D i s s e r t a t i o n 

and Monograph i n c l u d e C l a r k ' s most p e r t i n e n t usages of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y . Both C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n and Monograph w i l l be 

rev iewed to i d e n t i f y h i s uses of the t erm. Each use w i t h i n h i s 

D i s s e r t a t ion and Monograph w i l l be c i t e d and d i s c u s s e d for 

purposes of i d e n t i f y i n g c o n t e x t s of use and what might be 

c o n s i d e r e d to be C l a r k ' s a s s i g n e d meanings to the terms . 

5 6 I d e m , The Open Door C o l l e g e , pp . 192-193. 

5 7 M a x Weber, From Max Weber: Essays i n S o c i o l o g y . 
T r a n s l a t e d , e d i t e d , and w i t h an I n t r o d u c t i o n by. H . H . G e r t h 
and C . Wright M i l l s (New Y o r k : O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1946), 
p p . 61-5 , as p a r a p h r a s e d by Burton R. C l a r k , The Higher  
Educat ion System: Academic O r g a n i z a t i o n i n C r o s s - N a t i o n a l  
P e r s p e c t i v e ( B e r k e l e y , Los A n g e l e s , and London: U n i v e r s i t y of 
C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , 1983), p . 99. 

5 "See C l a r k , " O r g a n i z a t i o n a l A d a p t a t i o n " ; "The 
M a r g i n a l i t y of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n " ; and "Adult E d u c a t i o n in 
T r a n s i t i o n " . 
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O b s e r v a t i o n s from the q u o t a t i o n s w i l l be t a b l e d , compared, 

d i s c u s s e d , a n a l y z e d , and c r i t i q u e d . 

C l a r k ' s Purpose of Concept Development 

A b r i e f d e s c r i p t i o n of C l a r k ' s study was g iven in the 

i n t r o d u c t o r y c h a p t e r . A f u l l e r i n t r o d u c t i o n w i l l now be 

p r e s e n t e d to supply adequate background c o n c e r n i n g the d o c t o r a l 

study to enable the reader to unders tand C l a r k ' s l o g i c in 

a p p l y i n g one or more concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y in h i s s t u d y , and 

to prepare the reader for a n a l y s e s of C l a r k ' s uses of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k ' s concept or concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y appear to have 

been deve loped in the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n a t r a d i t i o n a l 

way. Through h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l case s t u d y , C l a r k f e l t he had 

i d e n t i f i e d a t r a n s i t i o n by the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los 

Ange les Schoo l System from a s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e wherein 

t r a d i t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s were uphe ld to a s t a t e wherein a 

s e r v i c e o r i e n t a t i o n to community demands had been assumed. H i s 

concept of m a r g i n a l i t y was deve loped to r e p r e s e n t the s t a t u s of 

the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les S c h o o l System or 

of i t s t w e n t y - f o u r a d u l t s c h o o l s , one of t h r e e c o n t r i b u t i n g 

f a c t o r s to the t r a n s i t i o n which he r e p o r t e d to have o b s e r v e d : 

"margina l s t a t u s , open-ended p u r p o s e , and a set of o p e r a t i n g 

p r e s s u r e s . " 5 9 Whereas p u b l i c s c h o o l e d u c a t i o n has tended to be 

p r e s c r i p t i v e , C l a r k f e l t programs w i t h i n the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s c h o o l s i n C a l i f o r n i a had grown to be " h i g h l y a d a p t i v e to the 

5 9 C l a r k , Monograph, p . 142. 
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expressed i n t e r e s t s of s tudent s and community g r o u p s , and the 

s c h o o l s are i n c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p to t h e i r c l i e n t e l e . " 6 0 

E q u a t i n g " s e r v i c e c h a r a c t e r " wi th " o t h e r - d i r e c t e d , " C l a r k noted 

ev idence for d e t e r m i n i n g d i f f e r e n c e s between " t r a d i t i o n a l modes" 

and an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l element which had assumed a s e r v i c e 

c h a r a c t e r : 

We s h a l l f i n d s t r o n g ev idence of the s e r v i c e c h a r a c t e r 
of the s c h o o l s i n the way that c l a s s e s are i n i t i a t e d 
and m a i n t a i n e d , w i th s t u d e n t s in e f f e c t making the 
f i n a l d e c i s i o n s . The s e r v i c e o r i e n t a t i o n i s r e f l e c t e d 
a l s o in the bases for h i r i n g and f i r i n g t e a c h e r s , in 
the d u t i e s of the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r o l e , and in the 
content of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d o c t r i n e s . 6 1 

C l a r k announced tha t he had observed a t r a n s i t i o n by the 

A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Angeles Schoo l System from a 

s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e wherein t r a d i t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s 

p r e v a i l e d to a s t a t e wherein the a d u l t s c h o o l s had assumed a 

s e r v i c e o r i e n t a t i o n s u b s e r v i e n t to community demands. In an 

e m p i r i c a l sense , C l a r k d i d not observe such a t r a n s i t i o n , but 

r a t h e r the s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e of the a d u l t s c h o o l s in 1953, 

which s c h o o l s p r o f e s s e d s e r v i c e o r i e n t a t i o n s and were seen by 

C l a r k as s u b s e r v i e n t to community demands. Through h i s t o r i c a l 

r e c o r d s , e a r l i e r s t a t e s of e x i s t e n c e of the a d u l t s c h o o l s were 

d e s c r i b e d u s i n g such v a r i a b l e s as budget , e n r o l l m e n t , p h y s i c a l 

f a c i l i t i e s , and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r o f i l e s . C l a r k observed these 

s t a t e s from h i s h i s t o r i c a l d a t a , not f i r s t hand. T r a n s i t i o n s of 

the a d u l t s c h o o l s from one s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e to another were 

6 0 I b i d . , p . 45. 

6 ' I b i d . 
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h y p o t h e s i z e d r a t h e r than o b s e r v e d . What C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d as 

r e f e r r e d to as " s o u r c e s , " 6 2 " i n d i c e s , " 6 3 " e f f e c t s , " 6 " 

"symptoms ," 6 5 " b a s e s , " 6 6 " e v i d e n c e s , " 6 7 and as a " c o n t r i b u t i n g 

f a c t o r , " 6 8 a " c o n d i t i o n , " 6 9 and a " h y p o t h e t i c a l i n d e x " 7 0 of 

m a r g i n a l i t y were h y p o t h e s i z e d in the s tudy but were not observed 

and e m p i r i c a l l y measured. 

C l a r k ' s statement that "We s h a l l f i n d s t r o n g ev idence of 

the s e r v i c e c h a r a c t e r of the s c h o o l s " 7 1 i s m i s l e a d i n g in tha t 

C l a r k had observed the f i n a l s t a t u s of the a d u l t s c h o o l s , which 

s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e he denoted as m a r g i n a l i t y . H i s d o c t o r a l 

study i n c l u d e d i d e n t i f y i n g , through h i s t o r i c a l r e s e a r c h , 

p r e v i o u s s t a t e s of e x i s t e n c e o c c u r r i n g between 1887 and 1 953 7 2 

and h y p o t h e s i z i n g i n d i c e s , s o u r c e s , bases , symptoms, ev idences 

and e f f e c t s of the s t a t u s wi thout d i r e c t o b s e r v a t i o n or 

e m p i r i c a l measurement of a c t u a l s t a t e s of e x i s t e n c e o ther than 

the f i n a l s t a t u s of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los 

Angeles Schoo l System 'and i t s t w e n t y - f o u r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s c h o o l s . C l a r k used h i s c a s e - s t u d y - i n - d e p t h to h y p o t h e s i z e 

i n d i c e s , s o u r c e s , bases , symptoms, ev idences and e f f e c t s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , but he d i d not i n c l u d e a s c i e n t i f i c a l l y c o n t r o l l e d 

t e s t or measurement to s u b s t a n t i a t e h i s h y p o t h e s i z e d r e s u l t s . 

6 2 I d e m , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 25; 6 3 I b i d . , p p . 25, 27, 28, 
29, 30; Monograph, pp . 58, 60; 6 " l d e m , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 172; 
6 5 I b i d . , pp . 26, 27, 29; Monograph, pp . 58, 59; 6 6 I d e m , 
D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 26; 6 7 I b i d . , p . 26; Monograph, p . 58; 
6 B I d e m , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 27; 6 9 I b i d . , pp . 30, 36; / 0 I b i d . , p . 
30; Monograph, p . 60. 

7 1 I b i d . 

7 2 I b i d . , p . • 7. 
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C l a r k sought to account "for the reason for the emergence 

of t h i s s e r v i c e c h a r a c t e r . " 7 3 He t u r n e d to c o n d i t i o n s under 

which the a d u l t s c h o o l s had o p e r a t e d . M a r g i n a l i t y was one of 

three f a c t o r s which he i d e n t i f i e d as be ing of "bas ic importance" 

i n a c c o u n t i n g f o r the emergence of a s e r v i c e c h a r a c t e r . 7 " C l a r k 

enumerated the three f a c t o r s : 

f i r s t , the m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n 
the p u b l i c s c h o o l system and the e f f e c t t h i s s t a t u s 
has upon the a d u l t s c h o o l ; second, the nature of the 
purposes of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s i n c e the 1920's [ s i c ] and 
i t s i n f l u e n c e on the a d a p t i v e b e h a v i o r of 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l e a d e r s h i p ; and t h i r d , a s p e c i f i c set 
of o p e r a t i n g p r e s s u r e s that stem from s t a t e 
l e g i s l a t i o n and problems of s tudent c l i e n t e l e . The 
s e r v i c e i n s t i t u t i o n i d e n t i f i e d i n t h i s study may be 
seen as a r e s u l t a n t of the c o n j u n c t i o n of these 
c o n d i t i o n s . 7 5 

The m a r g i n a l " p o s i t i o n " , "s ta tus" , c o n d i t i o n , or s t a t e of 

e x i s t e n c e of "adul t e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n the p u b l i c s c h o o l system" 

i s what C l a r k termed m a r g i n a l i t y . 7 6 

C l a r k , w h i l e not r i g o r o u s l y d e f i n i n g h i s concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , wrote of what he termed "Sources and I n d i c e s of 

M a r g i n a l i t y , " 7 7 and r e i n t r o d u c e d as "bases and s y m p t o m s , 7 8 

without d i s t i n g u i s h i n g among them. C l a r k appears to have used 

7 3 I b i d . 

7 " I b i d . 

7 5 I b i d . 

7 6 I b i d . 

7 7 I d e m . , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 25. 

7 8 I b i d . , p . 26. 
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these l a b e l s , among o t h e r s , to denote h i s h y p o t h e s i z e d v a r i a b l e s 

of m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k ' s v a r i a b l e s are p e r f u n c t o r i l y i n t r o d u c e d 

to the r e a d e r , p r e s e n t l y , but w i l l be r e i t e r a t e d i n c o n t e x t , and 

d i s c u s s e d , a n a l y z e d , and c r i t i q u e d in d e t a i l l a t e r in the 

c h a p t e r . 

He c o n t r a s t e d the p r e c a r i o u s s t a t e of a d u l t programs to 

w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d , w e l l - a c c e p t e d p r i m a r y departments w i t h i n the 

s c h o o l s y s t e m , 7 9 the budget support and g e n e r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

p o s i t i o n of e a c h , 8 0 t h e i r "formal or ' c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ' s t a t u s , " 8 1 

and the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n program a d m i n i s t r a t o r s to that 

of o ther a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . 8 2 The "general absence of s eparate 

p l a n t f a c i l i t i e s and other f i x e d c a p i t a l " 8 3 f or a d u l t s c h o o l s 

v e r s u s f a c i l i t i e s and f i x e d c a p i t a l possessed by comparat ive 

e lements w i t h i n a common system, and v o l u n t a r y a t tendance to 

a d u l t s c h o o l s v e r s u s the compulsory a t tendance requ irements of 

e l ementary and secondary s c h o o l s were c i t e d as c o n t r a s t s , 

supposed ly a f f e c t i n g the s t a t u s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element 

i n r e l a t i o n to that of comparat ive e l e m e n t s . 8 " 

A d d i t i o n a l l y named by C l a r k as i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y were 

the s e v e r i t y of the "pressure of economy-minded i n t e r e s t 

7 9 I b i d . , pp . 25-6 

8 0 I b i d . , P- 26. 

8 ' I b i d . 

8 2 I b i d . , P- 27. 

8 3 I b i d . , P- 27-8 . 

8 f l I b i d . , P- 25-6 . 
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g r o u p s , " 8 5 the " f e l t need, expressed by a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , of 

hav ing to ' s e l l ' the program to the p u b l i c and e s p e c i a l l y to 

o ther e d u c a t o r s , " 8 6 the " r e l a t i v e l y low degree of a c c e p t a n c e " 8 7 

by groups i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l to the p a r e n t a l system to which 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element b e l o n g s , and " i n s e c u r i t y " 8 8 of the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement , an e n r o l l m e n t economy wherein 

c o n t i n u a t i o n of c o u r s e s i s dependent upon a t t e n d a n c e , 8 3 and 

ambiguous g o a l s . 9 0 

I t appears tha t C l a r k , i n d e v e l o p i n g h i s concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , may not have taken the l o g i c a l f i r s t s t e p — t h e 

thorough d e f i n i n g of the c o n c e p t . I n s t e a d he appears to have 

enumerated the symptoms of the c o n d i t i o n , 9 1 e x p l a i n e d i t s 

e f f e c t s 9 2 and r e m e d i e s 9 3 wh i l e b y p a s s i n g the r i g o r o u s d e f i n i n g 

of the t erm. I f t h i s i s the c a s e , i t becomes important to be 

a l e r t to C l a r k ' s p r e c i s i o n in making d i s t i n c t i o n s among s o u r c e s , 

i n d i c e s , e f f e c t s , symptoms, bases , e v i d e n c e s , c o n t r i b u t i n g 

f a c t o r s , c o n d i t i o n s , and h y p o t h e t i c a l i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y as 

each of C l a r k ' s uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i s quoted in 

8 5 I b i d . , p . 28. 

8 6 I b i d . , p . 29; 8 7 I b i d . , p . 30. 

8 8 I b i d . 

8 9 I b i d , p p . 31-6 . 

9 0 I b i d , p . 37. 

9 1 C l a r k , Monograph, p . 58. 

9 2 I b i d . , p . 148. 

9 3 I b i d . , p . 150. 
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c o n t e x t , d i s c u s s e d , and a n a l y z e d . These terms appear to be key 

e lements for d e f i n i n g and t e s t i n g concepts which have been 

denoted by C l a r k as m a r g i n a l i t y , u n d e r s t a n d i n g h i s usage of the 

t erm, and improv ing c o n c e p t u a l c l a i r t y in f u t u r e a p p l i c a t i o n s of 

the term and concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

A Study of O r g a n i z a t i o n s 

P r e l i m i n a r y to the a n a l y s i s of C l a r k ' s usages of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y , i t appears important for the reader to approach the 

s u b j e c t from C l a r k ' s p e r s p e c t i v e . 

C l a r k ' s study i s one of " o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t h e i r v a l u e s and 

p r a c t i c e s . " 9 " C l a r k , i n e x p l a i n i n g the s o c i o l o g i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e 

of h i s s tudy and the importance of o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n the proces s 

of s o c i a l norms and v a l u e s m o d i f i c a t i o n , noted t h a t : 

Where v a l u e s are implemented by o r g a n i z a t i o n s , then 
a t t e n t i o n i s d i r e c t e d by t h i s concern to 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p r o c e s s . T h i s has r e f e r e n c e to both 
the p r o c e s s e s tha t shape g o a l s of o r g a n i z a t i o n s and 
those m o d i f y i n g the p a t t e r n s of b e h a v i o r tha t are 
means to those g o a l s . In t h i s s t u d y , "adul t 
e d u c a t i o n " i s c o n s i d e r e d the g e n e r a l v a l u e tha t i s 
undergo ing implementat ion by a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s c h o o l s 
and depar tments . These o r g a n i z a t i o n s are seen as the 
in s t ruments of i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . I t i s c l e a r tha t a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s of v a r i o u s s i z e and scope must be 
b u i l t and m a i n t a i n e d i n o r d e r to r e a l i z e the e d u c a t i o n 
of a d u l t s . I t i s e q u a l l y c l e a r , however, tha t such 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s are not s imply p a s s i v e t o o l s . They 
a f f e c t the u l t i m a t e v a l u e be ing put i n t o e f f e c t , and 
i t s meaning for program and b e h a v i o r . Our concern i s 
w i th the how of such c h a n g e s - - t h e c o n d i t i o n s and 
p r o c e s s e s of changes i n norms and v a l u e s . In our case 
s t u d y , these are the norms and v a l u e s of p u b l i c s c h o o l 
a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 9 5 

9 " C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 37. 

9 5 I b i d . , pp . 1-2. 
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For f u t u r e a n a l y s i s , i t i s important to note tha t C l a r k has 

i d e n t i f i e d "adul t e d u c a t i o n " as "the g e n e r a l v a l u e that i s 

undergo ing implementat ion by a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s c h o o l s and 

d e p a r t m e n t s . " 9 6 When the term a d u l t e d u c a t i o n appears in C l a r k ' s 

w r i t i n g s , some c o n f u s i o n may r e s u l t as to when the "general 

v a l u e " 9 7 of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i s be ing i d e n t i f i e d and when "adul t 

e d u c a t i o n " 9 8 i s be ing used to denote an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l element 

such as an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n program, a c t i v i t y , c l a s s , s c h o o l , 

d i v i s i o n , b r a n c h , department , c e n t e r , d i v i s i o n or s c h o o l system, 

or an amalgam of these l i s t e d e l ements . Whi l e C l a r k does 

r e c o g n i z e a d i f f e r e n c e between a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , which he 

c o n s i d e r s to be "the g e n e r a l v a l u e that i s undergo ing 

implementat ion by a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s c h o o l s and d e p a r t m e n t s , " 9 9 

and the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e lements which are " ins truments of 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n , " 1 0 0 he does not appear to m a i n t a i n the 

d i s t i n c t i o n in h i s D i s s e r t a t ion and Monograph. As C l a r k 

i n t r o d u c e s h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y t h i s important d i s t i n c t i o n 

between the "genera l v a l u e " 1 0 1 and the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t or 

subuni t makes p o s s i b l e the d i s t i n c t i o n between the m a r g i n a l i t y 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , and m a r g i n a l i t y in a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , the 

9 6 I b i d . , p . 1 . 
9 7 I b i d . 

9 8 I b i d . 

" I b i d . 

1 0 0 I b i d . 

1 0 ' I b i d . 
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former s u g g e s t i n g the f i e l d or v a l u e i s m a r g i n a l i n r e l a t i o n to 

o ther f i e l d s or v a l u e s w i t h i n s o c i e t y and the l a t t e r s u g g e s t i n g 

the l e s s than f u l l s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

u n i t in r e l a t i o n to o ther u n i t s or s u b u n i t s w i t h i n s o c i e t y or 

w i t h i n the l a r g e r o r g a n i z a t i o n . These d i s t i n c t i o n s become 

important when the concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y are a p p l i e d , and 

hence are important i n our a n a l y s i s . 

In t h i s t h e s i s an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t i s d e f i n e d as an 

independent and f o r m a l l y c o n s t i t u t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n a l element 

whose pr imary o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n i s the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 

An a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subuni t i s not a s u b d i v i s i o n of an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n u n i t , but r a t h e r an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

element which i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y s u b o r d i n a t e to a p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n or p h y s i c a l l y l a r g e r or more powerfu l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l element whose p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e s and f u n c t i o n i s 

not the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . As has been s t a t e d p r e v i o u s l y , use 

of the terms u n i t and subuni t w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s , w i th the 

e x c e p t i o n of q u o t a t i o n s and q u a l i f i e d s ta tements , w i l l be 

r e s t r i c t e d to d e s i g n a t i o n of l e g a l or f o r m a l l y i n c o r p o r a t e d 

elements in whole and in p a r t . In the two p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n s , 

C l a r k appears to use the terms u n i t 1 0 2 and s u b u n i t 1 0 3 

i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y . Because h i s s tudy focuses on the A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l System and i t s 

t w e n t y - f o u r a d u l t s c h o o l s , which are o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y 

1 0 2 I b i d . , pp . 

1 0 3 I b i d . , p p . 

3-4. 

1-2. 
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s u b o r d i n a t e to p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s wherein the pr imary 

o b j e c t i v e s and f u n c t i o n s are d i r e c t e d to the e d u c a t i o n of 

c h i l d r e n r a t h e r than a d u l t s , i t ' m a y be surmised through a p p l y i n g 

the proposed d e f i n i t i o n s tha t C l a r k was s t u d y i n g the m a r g i n a l i t y 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s r a t h e r than the m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n u n i t s . 

In a n a l y z i n g C l a r k ' s usages of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , i t i s 

h e l p f u l to keep in mind the development of C l a r k ' s Di s s e r t a t ion 

and i t s focus on v a r i o u s l e v e l s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

C l a r k was i n t e r e s t e d 

. . . i n a s o c i o l o g i c a l case study of the e v o l u t i o n of an 
" i n s t i t u t i o n " . 1 We had o r i g i n a l l y i n t e n d e d to l i m i t 
our purview to j u s t the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the 
Los Ange les Schoo l System in order to have a case 
study in the i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 
But i t became apparent a f t e r s e v e r a l months of 
r e s e a r c h that we had to become f a m i l i a r w i t h c e r t a i n 
s t a t e - w i d e c o n d i t i o n s i n order to unders tand the 
development of l o c a l s c h o o l u n i t s . A t t e n t i o n was then 
p a r t l y s h i f t e d to the l e v e l of s t a t e l e g i s l a t i v e and 
e x e c u t i v e a c t i o n ; at the same t ime , the Los Ange les 
department was m a i n t a i n e d as a c a s e - s t u d y - i n - d e p t h . 
The former gave us the g e n e r a l c o n d i t i o n s i n the s t a t e 
of C a l i f o r n i a under which a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs 
have been b u i l t ; the l a t t e r p r o v i d e s us w i t h d e t a i l e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n on how these c o n d i t i o n s are l i k e l y to work 
themselves out w i t h i n l o c a l s c h o o l sys tems. 

^ h e concept of i n s t i t u t i o n i s d i s c u s s e d in 
Chapter V I . Our use of the term i s s i m i l a r to that of 
Robert M. M a c l v e r . See R. M. M a c l v e r and C h a r l e s 
H . Page, S o c i e t y , (New Y o r k : R i n e h a r t and C o . , I n c . , 
1949, p p . 1 5 - 1 7 . 1 0 4 

In t h i s same q u o t a t i o n C l a r k r e f e r r e d to "the Los Angeles 

department" as be ing m a i n t a i n e d as a c a s e - s t u d y - i n - d e p t h . Whi l e 

1 0 a I b i d , pp . 3-4 . 
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i t i s assumed t h a t r e f e r e n c e was to the same o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

e l ement , c e r t a i n t y i s negated through use of the word department 

r a t h e r than B r a n c h . In h i s d iagram of the f o r m a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

s t r u c t u r e of the Los Ange les S c h o o l System 1952-53, which i s 

r e p r o d u c e d i n t h i s t h e s i s as T a b l e 1 , 1 0 5 C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d t h r e e 

T a b l e 1 

CHABS 1 
OBOAXIZATIOHAL STHOCTDHK COT TES IDS ABCSI2S SCHOOL SYSTEM, 1952-53* 

Personnel Board of Batlr ement 
C omission - Education Board • 

(Business Services Divisions) 
I :BuB'fnes'a*DlvlsIon I 
I Controlling fflvlslog-")— 

Bongot Division 3-

Superlntendenl 

(Educational Services Divisions) 
I Personnel Division T~ 

Curriculum UlvuISr 
Auxiliary Services Div 

("Operating 

.tj 
(Executive Offices) 

Office of the Superintendent I1 

""Office ol Board ServtdeV 

-| Deputy County Counsel 

H Educational Housing Section . • / 

Youth Service Branch , 

H Security Seotlon 

Divisions") 

Division of j Division'of 

Jr High 
Central 
O f f i c e 

Sr High 
Central 
Offloe 

J r High 
Schools 

Sr High 
Schools 

Jr Col 
Canti 
Offic 

lege 
•al 
e 

Junior • 
Colleges 

A^pted'froev.organlx«.tion chart of jlos'.Angele*: School System, no date (In use In 195?r53) 

Ad, alt 
jtion 

Adult 
Schools 

formal a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n : the D i v i s i o n of 

E x t e n s i o n and H i g h e r E d u c a t i o n , the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch and 

the A d u l t S c h o o l s . In T a b l e 2 1 0 6 of t h i s t h e s i s , C l a r k ' s 

d iagram of the f o r m a l h i e r a r c h i c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t r u c t u r e f o r 

1 0 5 I b i d . , p . 44. 

1 0 6 I b i d . , p . 49. 
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the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch i s r e p r i n t e d . 1 0 7 

T a b l e 2 

ORGANIZATIOHAL STRUCTURE OF TES JUXJLFF EDUCATION! BBJUICB, 
DIYISIOH 07 XZTBISION AHD HIGHER EDUCAIIOH, LOS AHQEIES SCHOOL 

STSTEM, 1952-53* 

Supervisor of 
Academic Education 

Supervisor of 
Adult Education 

Supervisor of 
Hpmemalj; 

Twenty-four Acult Schools 

Supervisor of 
Am«rlc«nl7. A M t l i f t n . h l n 

Americanization Center 

I 
• L ] ' L _ j i: 

| Counselors 

| P r i n c i p a l | fj C±D C ± J C ± 3 

Clerks i | Teachere [ 

^iagrsnxi^TlQ^t^°;*Tlter« Several part-time "supervisors (parent education,'music) 

C l a r k notes the e x i s t e n c e of t w e n t y - f o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y 

d i s t i n c t a d u l t s c h o o l s which were " l o c a t e d on s e n i o r h i g h s c h o o l 

grounds" throughout Los A n g e l e s , but which were a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y 

d i s t i n c t . 1 0 8 He a l s o notes the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i v i s i o n s of 

Academic E d u c a t i o n , Homemaking, A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n and C i t i z e n s h i p , 

and the A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n C e n t e r over which there were f u l l - t i m e 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . He acknowledges f u r t h e r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

1 0 7 I b i d , p . 48. 

1 0 8 I b i d . 
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d i v i s i o n s such as parent e d u c a t i o n which i s s u p e r v i s e d by p a r t -

t ime a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . 

C l a r k ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c h a r t s acknowledged the o c c u r r e n c e 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n " f u n c t i o n s " 1 0 9 at v a r i o u s a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

l e v e l s and w i t h i n the v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s : 

W i t h i n the D i v i s i o n [ D i v i s i o n of E x t e n s i o n and Higher 
E d u c a t i o n ] , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . is now an important 
concern of both main branches—the j u n i o r c o l l e g e 
s t r u c t u r e and the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h , The focus of 
the next s e v e r a l c h a p t e r s i s upon the l a t t e r , which we 
have termed the "adul t s c h o o l o r g a n i z a t i o n " . 3 The 
r e l a t i o n s h i p of the j u n i o r c o l l e g e s to the a d u l t 
s c h o o l s i s c o n s i d e r e d i n Chapter V . 

3 D i f f e r e n t l e v e l s of one c o n c r e t e o r g a n i z a t i o n 
may be t r e a t e d as "an o r g a n i z a t i o n " . For a l a r g e 
urban s c h o o l system, i t seems u s e f u l to c o n s i d e r the 
e n t i r e s c h o o l system as an " o r g a n i z a t i o n a l complex"; 
such a s c h o o l system i s composed of a l a r g e number of 
s u b u n i t s which i n themselves c o n s t i t u t e 
" o r g a n i z a t i o n s " . 1 1 0 

Where the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l 

System was i d e n t i f i e d i n i t i a l l y by C l a r k to be the focus of h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n , he c o n s i d e r e d "s ta te -wide c o n d i t i o n s i n order to 

unders tand the development of l o c a l s c h o o l u n i t s " 1 1 1 and then in 

Chapter V c o n s i d e r e d the " r e l a t i o n s h i p of the j u n i o r c o l l e g e s to 

the a d u l t s c h o o l s . " 1 1 2 D i s c u s s i o n of these v a r i o u s a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s u b u n i t s was q u i t e a c c e p t a b l e u n t i l 

1 0 9 I b i d . , p . 47. 

1 1 0 I b i d . , pp . 47-8 . 

1 1 1 1 b i d . , p . 3 -4 . 

1 1 2 I b i d . , p . 47-8 . 
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C l a r k i n t r o d u c e s h i s i n i t i a l concept of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the p e r t i n e n t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n f u n c t i o n , u n i t 

or subuni t then became p r o b l e m a t i c for the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 

s t a t u s . C l a r k announces tha t h i s case s tudy i s of the A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange le s Schoo l System and the 

" i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n " 1 1 3 conducted t h e r e i n . 

When the term m a r g i n a l i t y i s a p p l i e d to the "adul t e d u c a t i o n 

v a l u e , " 1 1 4 to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s , and to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t s 1 1 5 at v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l e v e l s wi thout p o s i t i v e 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the e lement , i t becomes d i f f i c u l t to i d e n t i f y 

the l e v e l or l e v e l s to which C l a r k in tended to a p p l y h i s 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . W i t h i n . h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n C l a r k w r i t e s 

not on ly of the m a r g i n a l i t y of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the 

Los Ange les Schoo l System, but a l s o of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e lements diagrammed in T a b l e s 

1 and 2. Chapter II of C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n was d e d i c a t e d to 

d i s c u s s i n g "PRESSURES ON A MARGINAL P R O G R A M . " 1 1 6 He r e f e r r e d to 

m a r g i n a l i t y as a " ' g i v e n ' for the d e c i s i o n s made i n the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments of s c h o o l 

s y s t e m s , " 1 1 7 but d i d not c l a r i f y whether he c o n s i d e r e d 

m a r g i n a l i t y to be a cons tant i n a l l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and 

1 1 3 I b i d . , pp . 15-7. 

1 1 " I b i d . , pp . 1-2. 

1 1 5 I b i d . 

1 1 6 I b i d . 

1 1 7 I b i d . 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n a l elements which he had i d e n t i f i e d t h r o u g h h i s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l d i a g r a m s . 1 1 8 

When C l a r k r e f e r s t o a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ' " s u s t a i n e d e f f o r t t o 

reduce the m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n the p u b l i c -

s c h o o l f r a m e w o r k " 1 1 9 i t i s not c l e a r whether he i s r e f e r r i n g t o 

the g e n e r a l v a l u e of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e or 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l element matching one of those he i d e n t i f i e d i n 

h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c h a r t s of the Los A n g e l e s S c h o o l System, or 

whether r e f e r e n c e i s t o y e t a d i f f e r e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l element 

or n o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l f u n c t i o n or element o c c u r r i n g w i t h i n the 

p u b l i c - s c h o o l framework. Only assumptions can be made w i t h o u t 

p o s i t i v e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the element s a i d t o be e x p e r i e n c i n g 

m a r g i n a l i t y . The t i t l e i t s e l f of C l a r k ' s Di s s e r t a t i o n , " A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n i n T r a n s i t i o n : A Study of I n s t i t u t i o n a l I n s e c u r i t y " 

adds t o the c o n f u s i o n as t o whether C l a r k i n t e n d s t o ad d r e s s the 

g e n e r a l v a l u e of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n or t o f o c u s on a s p e c i f i c 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t , whether i n s t i t u t i o n a l i n s e c u r i t y r e s t s w i t h 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n g e n e r a l v a l u e , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t , or i s 

independent of them, or what the c a u s a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s might be 

which a r e s a i d t o r e s u l t i n i n s t i t u t i o n a l i n s e c u r i t y . 

C l a r k r e f e r s t o s e v e r a l a d d i t i o n a l d i s t i n c t as w e l l as 

i n d i s t i n c t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and n o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l elements w i t h i n 

h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n : " a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n C a l i f o r n i a ; " 1 2 0 " p a r t - t i m e 

i n s t r u c t i o n . . . f o r young people who had dropped out of 

1 1 Reproduced as T a b l e s 1 and 2 i n t h i s t h e s i s 
s u b s e c t i o n . 

1 1 9 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p. 24. 



45 

s c h o o l ; " 1 2 1 " p u b l i c a f f a i r s f o r u m s ; " 1 2 2 a "community-program" 

for "community a g e n c i e s ; " - 1 2 3 " p u b l i c a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ; " 1 2 " "the a d u l t s c h o o l ; " 1 2 5 "adul t s c h o o l s ; " 1 2 6 

"The a d u l t s c h o o l s of C a l i f o r n i a ; " 1 2 7 "evening s c h o o l ; " 1 2 8 

"evening s c h o o l c l a s s e s ; " 1 2 9 "evening s c h o o l s ; " 1 3 0 " e v e n i n g h i g h 

s c h o o l ; " 1 3 1 "evening s c h o o l a c t i v i t y ; " 1 3 2 "evening p r o g r a m ; " 1 3 3 

" l e g i t i m a t e evening p r o g r a m ; " 1 3 " "night s c h o o l s ; " 1 3 5 "a n i g h t 

program of e lementary and h i g h s c h o o l s u b j e c t s ; " 1 3 6 - a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n "programs of l o c a l s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s ; " 1 3 7 "immigrant 

e d u c a t i o n ; " 1 3 8 "centers of l i b e r a l e d u c a t i o n ; " 1 3 9 " l i b e r a l 

e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s ; " 1 " 0 "adul t e d u c a t i o n a g e n c i e s . . . a t l o c a l , 

s t a t e and n a t i o n a l l e v e l s , " which common i d e n t i f i c a t i o n became 

known a f t e r 1926 as the "adul t e d u c a t i o n movement;" 1 " 1 " d r i v e r 

e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s ; " 1 " 2 "investment c o u r s e s ; " 1 " 3 and "student 

g r o u p s , c l u b s , and o r g a n i z a t i o n s . " 1 " " Community c o l l e g e s and 

a d u l t s c h o o l s in Los Ange les were i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k to be 

"competing a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s " 1 " 5 

C l a r k ' s Monograph i d e n t i f i e d or q u a l i f i e d s t i l l o ther a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lements i n c l u d i n g : " p u b l i c a d u l t s c h o o l s ; " 1 " 6 

" c o u r s e s ; " 1 " 7 "evening s c h o o l f u n c t i o n s ; " 1 " 8 " c o n t i n u a t i o n 

1 2 0 I b i d . , p . 5; 1 2 1 I b i d . , p . 6; 1 2 2 I b i d . , p . 11; 
1 2 3 I b i d . , p . 131; 1 2 " I b i d . f p . 5; 1 2 5 I b i d , p . 165; 1 2 6 I b i d , 
p . 108; 1 2 7 I b i d . , p . 36; 1 2 8 I b i d . , p . 6; 1 2 9 I b i d ; 1 3 0 I b i d ; 

1 3 1 I b i d . ; 1 3 2 I b i d . ; 1 3 3 I b i d . , p . 14; 1 3 " I b i d . , p . 5; 1 3 5 I b i d . , 
p . 6 . ; 1 3 6 I b i d . ; 1 3 7 I b i d . , p . 5 . ; 1 3 8 I b i d . , p . 10 . ; 1 3 9 I b i d . , 
p . 1 1 . ; 1 4 0 I b i d . ; 1 " 1 I b i d . , p . 10; 1 " 2 I b i d . , p . 127; 

1 U 3 I b i d . , p . 130; 1 " " I b i d . , p . 114. 

1 " 5 I b i d . , p . 163. 
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s c h o o l ; " 1 " 9 and " r e m e d i a l a c a d e m i c e d u c a t i o n . " 1 5 0 The t e r m , 

m a r g i n a l i t y , was a p p l i e d by C l a r k t o many o f t h e e n u m e r a t e d 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l e m e n t s . In C h a p t e r I I I o f t h i s t h e s i s e a c h 

a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e t e r m m a r g i n a l i t y a p p e a r i n g i n C l a r k ' s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n a n d M o n o g r a p h w i l l be q u o t e d a t l e n g t h a n d an 

a t t e m p t w i l l be made t o i d e n t i f y t h e e l e m e n t o r e l e m e n t s t o 

w h i c h t h e t e r m i s a p p l i e d . 

W h i l e i t i s t r u e t h a t C l a r k a n n o u n c e s h i s c a s e - s t u d y - i n -

d e p t h t o be t h e A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h o f t h e L o s A n g e l e s S c h o o l 

S y s t e m , h i s a p p l i c a t i o n o f c o n c e p t s o f m a r g i n a l i t y i n b o t h h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n a n d M o n o g r a p h t o n u m e r o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a n d n o n -

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e l e m e n t s a p p e a r s t o e r a s e t h e c o n t e x t u a l l i m i t s 

o r i g i n a l l y i m p o s e d by t h e a n n o u n c e m e n t o f h i s c a s e s t u d y . 

T h e r e f o r e , w h i l e t h e a s s u m p t i o n i s made t h a t C l a r k ' s p r i m a r y 

f o c u s i s e i t h e r t h e A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h o f t h e L o s A n g e l e s 

S c h o o l S y s t e m o r i t s t w e n t y - f o u r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s c h o o l s , t h e 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f a p p l i c a t i o n o f c o n c e p t s o f m a r g i n a l i t y by C l a r k 

o u t s i d e h i s a n n o u n c e d c o n t e x t u a l l i m i t s w i l l n o t be i g n o r e d . 

D i e t i o n a r y D e f i n i t i o n s A s a B a s i s  

F o r U n d e r s t a n d i n g C l a r k ' s C o n c e p t s o f M a r g i n a l i t y 

D i c t i o n a r y d e f i n i t i o n s o f t h e t e r m m a r g i n a l i t y , i t s r o o t 

word a n d a d j e c t i v e , may be u s e d t o u n d e r s t a n d C l a r k ' s u s e s o f 

t h e t e r m m a r g i n a l i t y . D i c t i o n a r y d e f i n i t i o n s may a l s o p r o v e 

u s e f u l i n d e v e l o p i n g c o n c e p t s o f m a r g i n a l i t y i n t h e f i e l d . T h e y 

p r o v i d e a common d e f i n i t i o n a l b a s e f o r u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

1 "Ponograph, p . 4 7 ; 1 " 7 I b i d . ; 1 " 8 I b i d . ; 1 " 9 I b i d . , p . 
4 9 ; 1 5 0 I b i d . 
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a p p l i c a t i o n s of the term of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n a s p e c i f i c 

s e t t i n g — t h e f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

As w i th many terms i n the E n g l i s h language , and as borne 

out by a q u i c k scan of most any unabr idged d i c t i o n a r y , the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y i s used to denote m u l t i p l e c o n c e p t s . G r a n t e d , 

concept s denoted by the use of a s i n g l e term are most o f t en 

r e l a t e d , are at t imes g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s from a more c e n t r a l 

c o n c e p t , and may be so c l o s e l y r e l a t e d that some i n d i v i d u a l s 

would c o n s i d e r them to be one and the same. N e v e r t h e l e s s , the 

s t a n d a r d concept s denoted by the term are d i s t i n c t enough to 

r e q u i r e d i f f e r e n t i a l treatment and a p p l i c a t i o n as ev idenced by 

the m u l t i p l e d e f i n i t i o n s a s s i g n e d to the term w i t h i n numerous 

d i c t i o n a r i e s . 1 5 1 

A Typology for C l a s s i f i c a t i o n of Concepts of M a r g i n a l i t y 

w i l l be proposed w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s wherein d i s c r i m i n a t i n g 

d e f i n i t i o n s for concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y w i l l be g i v e n . These 

d e f i n i t i o n s , i f s p e c i f i c , may f a c i l i t a t e d i s c u s s i o n of 

commona l i t i e s among the d i s t i n c t concept s which w i l l have been 

i d e n t i f i e d from the l i t e r a t u r e of the f i e l d . The tendency in 

t h i s t h e s i s toward homonymy and hence away from a b s t r a c t i o n i s 

accounted f o r by a d e s i r e to ground the concept s w i t h i n the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e x p e r i e n c e and to m a i n t a i n c o n c e p t u a l c l a r i t y . 

C l a r k d i d not i n d i c a t e an i n t e n t i o n to a s s i g n any s t a n d a r d 

d e f i n i t i o n s to h i s use of the t e r m . N e v e r t h e l e s s , examinat ion 

of these d i c t i o n a r y d e f i n i t i o n s may serve as a b a s i s for 

1 5 1 S p e c i f i c d i c t i o n a r y d e f i n i t i o n s and r e f e r e n c e s to 
f o l l o w . 
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u n d e r s t a n d i n g h i s concept or concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . To 

f a c i l i t a t e and enhance u n d e r s t a n d i n g of C l a r k ' s use of the t erm, 

d i c t i o n a r y d e f i n i t i o n s w i l l now be reviewed for purposes of 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g common i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of these c o n c e p t s . 

C l a r k appears to use the term m a r g i n a l i t y a lone as w e l l as 

wi th m o d i f i e r s . Concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y are a l s o denoted by 

C l a r k through use of the a d j e c t i v e , m a r g i n a l , p a i r e d wi th 

nouns—which nouns are c o n s i d e r e d , to be d e s i g n a t i o n s of the 

f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n or segments of i t . 

D i c t i o n a r y d e f i n i t i o n s of the root word w i l l f i r s t be 

examined, f o l l o w e d by those for the a d j e c t i v e m a r g i n a l and the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Marg in 

The word margin has been i d e n t i f i e d by W e b s t e r 1 5 2 as a noun 

and has been used w i t h i n v a r i o u s d i s c i p l i n e s to denote concept s 

of n a t u r a l h i s t o r y , p s y c h o l o g y , bo tany , z o o l o g y , d e n t i s t r y , 

s t o c k - b r o k e r i n g , a g r i c u l t u r e , economics , commerce, l i f e -

i n s u r a n c e , j o i n e r y , b u i l d i n g , p o l i t i c s , and p a t h o l o g y . 1 5 3 The 

word seems to be most f r e q u e n t l y used to denote "the p a r t of a 

page or sheet o u t s i d e the main body of p r i n t e d or w r i t t e n 

1 5 2 W e b s t e r ' s T h i r d New I n t e r n a t i o n a l D i c t i o n a r y of the  
E n g l i sh Language , 15th e d . ( 1 9667"! s . v . "margin" , " m a r g i n a l " , 
and " m a r g i n a l i t y " . ( h e r e a f t e r c i t e d as Webster , 1966. 

1 5 3 T h e Oxford E n g l i s h D i c t i o n a r y , 1933 e d . , v o l . V I , s. 
v . " M a r g i n " , and " M a r g i n a l Thereafter c i t e d as O x f o r d , 1933; A 
Supplement to the O x f o r d E n g l i s h D i e t i o n a r y , 1976 e d . , v o l . I I , 
s. v . "margin", " m a r g i n a l " , and " m a r g i n a l i t y " . 
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m a t t e r . " 1 5 " Whi le t h i s d e f i n i t i o n may be g e n e r a l i z e d to C l a r k ' s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l case s t u d y , o ther d e f i n i t i o n s seem to p a r a l l e l 

and a i d u n d e r s t a n d i n g of C l a r k ' s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

The O x f o r d E n g l i s h D i c t i o n a r y d e f i n e s margin a s : 

That p a r t of a s u r f a c e which l i e s immediate ly w i t h i n 
i t s boundary , e s p . when in some way marked o f f or 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d from the r e s t of the s u r f a c e . . . . 1 5 5 

T h i s p h y s i c a l s c i e n c e d e f i n i t i o n i n c l u d e s the margin w i t h i n 

the element and suggests that the word margin i s e s p e c i a l l y 

a p p l i c a b l e when i t i s p o s s i b l e to d i s t i n g u i s h the margin from 

the c e n t r a l p o r t i o n s of the e lement . 

The second d e f i n i t i o n for margin c o u l d be s a i d to be an 

e c o n o m i c / v a l u e d e f i n i t i o n : 

A c o n d i t i o n which c l o s e l y approx imates to the l i m i t 
below or beyond which something ceases to be p o s s i b l e 
or d e s i r a b l e . 1 5 6 

T h i s d e f i n i t i o n c o u l d be h e l p f u l i n c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g the p o s i t i o n 

or s t a t e of c o n d i t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l ements . Economic 

f e a s i b i l i t y of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s and programs i s 

d i s c u s s e d and i s in p a r t e v a l u a t e d w i t h i n C l a r k ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

case s t u d y . Some a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s c h o o l s might be d e s c r i b e d in 

economic terms to be e x i s t i n g w i t h i n such a m a r g i n , below which 

i t would not be f e a s i b l e , based on f i n a n c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , f or 

the element to c o n t i n u e . The p e r c e i v e d s t a t u s of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s and programs may be d i f f e r e n t for groups 

1 5 " W e b s t e r ' s New C o l l e g i a t e D i c t i o n a r y , 1979 e d . , s . v . 
"margin". 

1 5 5 0 x f o r d , 1933, p . 160. 

1 5 6 I b i d . 
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i n t e r n a l to the system from i t s p e r c e i v e d s t a t u s for groups 

e x t e r n a l to the system. The assessment and a f f o r d i n g of s t a t u s 

r e q u i r e s a v a l u e judgment and may be de termined a c c o r d i n g to the 

e v a l u a t o r ' s v a l u e s system, by expres sed or u n s t a t e d v a l u e s 

e x i s t e n t i n t e r n a l or e x t e r n a l to the system, or by a 

c o m b i n a t i o n , t h e r e o f . Such va lue judgments may be based on 

comparison of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements to o t h e r elements 

s e l e c t e d by the e v a l u a t o r . 

Webster suggests tha t the margin extends beyond "the 

extreme edge of something" to i n c l u d e "the a r e a l y i n g p a r a l l e l 

to and immediate ly a d j o i n i n g the edge e s p . [ e s p e c i a l l y ] when in 

some way d i s t i n g u i s h e d from the remain ing area l y i n g f a r t h e r i n : 

the o u t s i d e l i m i t and a d j o i n i n g s u r f a c e of s o m e t h i n g . " 1 5 7 T h i s 

d e f i n i t i o n appears to have been s t r u c k i n the p h y s i c a l s c i e n c e s . 

To g e n e r a l i z e a p p l i c a t i o n of t h i s concept of margin to an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l case s tudy such as C l a r k ' s may present some 

d i f f i c u l t i e s . The a d u l t s c h o o l s of the Los Ange les School 

System are c o n s i d e r e d to e x i s t w i t h i n the formal o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

s t r u c t u r e . C l a r k , in h i s case s t u d y , appears to have c o n f i n e d 

h i s o b s e r v a t i o n s to i n t e r n a l components of a system, a l t h o u g h 

acceptance by groups i n t e r n a l to the o r g a n i z a t i o n , as w e l l as by 

e x t e r n a l groups were f e l t by C l a r k to i n f l u e n c e s t a t e s of 

e x i s t e n c e e x p e r i e n c e d by a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s . I f one 

1 5 7 W e b s t e r ' s New World D i e t i o n a r y , r e v . and expanded 
e d . (1973) , s . v . ""margin". 

1 5 8 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 172. 



51 

speaks of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n f u n c t i o n s , 1 5 8 i n t e r a c t i o n s , or 

a c t i v i t i e s , 1 5 9 they may occur i n t e r n a l or e x t e r n a l to an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n and thus may be c o n s i d e r e d to be c o n c e p t s d i f f e r e n t 

from C l a r k ' s i n i t i a l concept of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y as 

a p p l i e d w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t . 

Whi le c e r t a i n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p a t t e r n s occur f r e q u e n t l y 

w i t h i n the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n f i e l d , no s i n g l e p a t t e r n seems 

predominant . Core s u b u n i t s w i t h i n some e d u c a t i o n a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s , such as w i t h i n many h i g h s c h o o l s , appear 

homogeneous when c o n t r a s t e d wi th t h e i r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s . 

I t might be observed that a d i s t i n c t i v e margin e x i s t s . Yet in 

o ther e d u c a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , such as some community 

c o l l e g e s , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s are i n t e g r a t e d w i t h i n the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n so c o m p l e t e l y tha t d i s t i n c t i o n s are more d i f f i c u l t 

to observe and tend to conform more c l o s e l y to the core s u b u n i t s 

than do the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s w r i t t e n of i n the f i r s t 

example. 

An a d d i t i o n a l g e n e r a l d e f i n i t i o n by Webster i s that of the 

margin a c t i n g as a b u f f e r : 

An amount (of space , t i m e , money, m a t e r i a l , e t c . ) 
a l l o w e d or a v a i l a b l e i n a d d i t i o n to what i s e s t i m a t e d 
to be s t r i c t l y neces sary f o r a c e r t a i n p u r p o s e , and 
s e r v i n g as a p r o v i s i o n for unforeseen c o n t i n g e n c i e s , 
or a d m i t t i n g of be ing a p p l i e d to o ther p u r p o s e s . 1 6 0 

U s i n g t h i s d e f i n i t i o n , one might view the f i e l d of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n as a b u f f e r between an i n s t i t u t i o n and s o c i e t y . I f 

1 5 9 I b i d . , pp . 52, 116, 145. 

1 6 0 W e b s t e r , 1966, s . v . "margin" . 
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one c o n c e n t r a t e s on program development , t h i s d e f i n i t i o n may be 

a p p l i c a b l e . In t imes of re t renchment , p a r t i c u l a r l y in period's 

of d e c l i n i n g e n r o l l m e n t among t r a d i t i o n a l or c o l l e g e age 

s tudent s and i n c r e a s i n g e n r o l l m e n t s of r e t u r n i n g and mature 

s t u d e n t s , the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t may p r o v i d e a p r o t e c t i v e 

margin or b u f f e r for the t o t a l i n s t i t u t i o n or may ac t to 

s t a b i l i z e t o t a l e n r o l l m e n t l e v e l s for the i n s t i t u t i o n . A d u l t 

s tudents may be i n t r o d u c e d to degree programs through a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n programs. In t h i s l i g h t , the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t 

f u l f i l l s a s tudent r e c r u i t m e n t r o l e . F a c u l t y l a y - o f f s may be 

a v e r t e d through re -ass ignment of f a c u l t y to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

programs. P h y s i c a l f a c i l i t i e s l e f t i d l e because of d e c l i n i n g 

t r a d i t i o n a l e n r o l l m e n t s may be u t i l i z e d through i n c r e a s i n g the 

number of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs. A d d i t i o n a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

program s p o n s o r s h i p may q u a l i f y the e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n for 

i n c r e a s e d g r a n t s or s t a t e s u b s i d i e s , as was the case in C l a r k ' s 

case s t u d y , or may p r o v i d e d i r e c t income from t u i t i o n and f e e s . 

A d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s may p r o v i d e i n s t i t u t i o n s w i th a margin 

or b u f f e r f o r i n c r e a s e d f l e x i b i l i t y i n c o p i n g wi th f l u c t u a t i o n s , 

whether they be i n e n r o l l m e n t , s t a f f i n g or f u n d i n g . 

An a d d i t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n based on economics e x i s t s for the 

term m a r g i n . Webster p r o v i d e d the f o l l o w i n g d e f i n i t i o n s : 

(2 ) : the l i m i t below which economic a c t i v i t y cannot be 
c o n t i n u e d under normal c o n d i t i o n s : the p a r t i c u l a r 
c o n d i t i o n (as w i th r e g a r d to the increment of r e t u r n 
f o r l a b o r or for i n t e r e s t on an investment) tha t 
l i m i t s the e x i s t e n c e or c o n t i n u a n c e of an economic 
p r o c e s s o ther t h i n g s be ing unchanged <a • of 
p r o d u c t i o n > <the • of consumption> 5 a: the d i f f e r e n c e 
tha t e x i s t s between net s a l e s and the c o s t of 
merchandise s o l d and tha t i s taken as tha t from which 
expenses must be met or p r o f i t d e r i v e d or from which 
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other o b l i g a t i o n s must be met or o ther advantages 
d e r i v e d - - c a l l e d a l s o gros s m a r g i n . 1 6 1 

T h i s economic d e f i n i t i o n might w e l l be a p p l i c a b l e anywhere there 

i s economic a c t i v i t y , c o s t s , and s a l e s , i n c l u d i n g a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n programs. The gross margin might be c a l c u l a t e d 

s t r i c t l y on the b a s i s of income d e r i v e d from t u i t i o n s and fees 

minus i n s t i t u t i o n a l expenses . A l t e r n a t i v e l y , e d u c a t i o n a l 

t r a i n i n g , i t s b e n e f i t w i t h i n s o c i e t y and i n c r e a s e d p r o d u c t i v i t y 

for which i t may account might become p a r t of the e v a l u a t i v e 

formula f o r d e t e r m i n i n g the gross m a r g i n . Gross margin w i t h i n 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t would not be a d i r e c t index of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . Rather the index would be the gros s margin of the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subuni t in r e l a t i o n to the gros s margin found in 

o ther s u b u n i t s of the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

A Supplement to the O x f o r d E n g l i s h D i e t i o n a r y 1 6 2 g i v e s the 

term " p r o f i t margin" as one a c c e p t a b l e d e f i n i t i o n of the r o o t . 

I t d e f i n e s a p r o f i t margin as the excess between income and 

expenses and suggests tha t the p r o f i t margin can be i n c r e a s e d by 

s c a l i n g down usages , i n t e r p r e t e d to mean usages r e s u l t i n g in 

expenses beyond r e s u l t a n t income. 

Another p o t e n t i a l l y u s e f u l d e f i n i t i o n of margin i s one used 

w i t h i n b r o k e r a g e . The brokerage d e f i n i t i o n of margin i s c l o s e l y 

l i n k e d w i t h common d e f i n i t i o n s for "margin of s a f e t y " where: 

an a l lowance [ i s ] made for s a f e t y , spec , a number 
e q u a l to the f a c t o r of s a f e t y (*FACTOR s b . 8) minus 

1 6 1 I b i d . , 1966, s . v . "margin". 
1 6 Supplement , 1976, s. v . "margin." 



54 

o n e . 1 6 3 

Webster s u p p l i e s the f o l l o w i n g brokerage d e f i n i t i o n : 

b: the excess market va lue of c o l l a t e r a l over the face 
of a l oan c (1) : cash or c o l l a t e r a l which i s d e p o s i t e d 
wi th a broker to secure him from l o s s on a c o n t r a c t 
made on b e h a l f of h i s p r i n c i p a l and which may a l s o 
c o n s t i t u t e a p a r t i a l payment of the purchase p r i c e 
(2 ) : a c u s t o m e r ' s e q u i t y i f h i s account i s t e r m i n a t e d 
at p r e v a i l i n g market p r i c e s 1 6 " 

These brokerage d e f i n i t i o n s of margin are p o t e n t i a l l y h e l p f u l 

because of the p o s s i b i l i t y • of v i e w i n g a d u l t e d u c a t i o n as 

p r o v i d i n g a margin of s a f e t y for the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . An 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subuni t may be a l l o w e d to deve lop i n a s s o c i a t i o n 

wi th a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n or may even have been e s t a b l i s h e d 

wi th the i n t e n t i o n for i t to serve as a b u f f e r to the l a r g e r 

e d u c a t i o n a l system, to government and to soc ie ty . . T y p i c a l l y i n 

t imes of s u r p l u s and growth, a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i s the r e c i p i e n t of 

excess funds which are used to p i l o t programs. As s t a b i l i t y i s 

s u s t a i n e d , f u n c t i o n s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t may 

g r a d u a l l y be t r a n s f e r r e d to o ther more c e n t r a l s u b u n i t s of the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n and funding to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s may be 

p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y reduced . In t imes of re t renchment , an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t may r e c e i v e the f i r s t and most d r a s t i c c u t s i n 

f u n d i n g , s t a f f and p r o g r a m i n g . A d u l t e d u c a t i o n tends to p r o t e c t 

the c o r e of the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n from the ravages of the 

l e g i s l a t u r e and p u b l i c i n t imes of f i n a n c i a l c r i s e s and thus may 

to some degree be equated wi th the b r o k e r ' s m a r g i n - - a margin 

which may be s a c r i f i c e d wi thout j e o p a r d i z i n g the s a f e t y , 

1 6 3 I b i d . 

1 6 " W e b s t e r , 1966, s. v . " m a r g i n . " 
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i n t e g r i t y and s t a b i l i t y of the c e n t r a l s u b u n i t s . 

C l a r k not on ly used the root of the term m a r g i n a l i t y to 

denote h i s concept or concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s 

d o c o t r a l s tudy but a l s o the a d j e c t i v e , m a r g i n a l , p a i r e d wi th 

v a r i o u s nouns to denote the concept or concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

M a r g i n a l 

The word m a r g i n a l i s i d e n t i f i e d w i t h i n a l l d i c t i o n a r i e s 

c i t e d w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s as an a d j e c t i v e , "a word used to l i m i t 

or q u a l i f y a noun or o ther s u b s t a n t i v e " . 1 6 5 When used as a 

q u a l i f i e r , the a t t r i b u t e s of e x i s t e n c e w i t h i n the margin or in 

s i t u a t i o n s d e f i n e d by d e f i n i t i o n s of margin d i s c u s s e d w i t h i n 

t h i s t h e s i s , are c o n s i d e r e d to be the d e l i m i t e r s or q u a n t i f i e r s 

and q u a l i f i e r s of the noun. When C l a r k r e f e r r e d to a "marginal 

p r o g r a m ; " 1 6 6 "marg ina l s c h o o l p r o g r a m ; " 1 6 7 or "marginal 

a c t i v i t y ; " 1 6 8 the term m a r g i n a l i s used as an a d j e c t i v e to 

d e s c r i b e the e x i s t e n c e of the program, s c h o o l program, or 

a c t i v i t y w i t h i n the m a r g i n , r e g a r d l e s s of which d e f i n i t i o n of 

margin i s a c c e p t e d and a p p l i e d . When the a d j e c t i v e , m a r g i n a l , 

1 6 5 W e b s t e r , 1973, s. v . " m a r g i n a l . " 

1 6 6 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 14; Monograph, p p . 57, 58, 

75. 

1 6 7 I d e m , Monograph, pp . 118, 140. 

1 6 8 I b i d . , pp . 52, 116, 145. 
1 6 9 I d e m , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 36; Monograph, pp . 62, 123, 

142, 148, 149. 

1 7 0 I d e m , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p p . 27, 172, 203; Monograph,pp . 45, 
57, 58, 96, 150. 
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i s used to d e s c r i b e " s t a t u s , " 1 6 9 " p o s i t i o n , " 1 7 0 or 

" e x i s t e n c e , " 1 7 1 i t d e s i g n a t e s l e s s than f u l l s t a t u s , n o n - c e n t r a l 

p o s i t i o n , or t e n t a t i v e or p r e c a r i o u s s t a t e s of e x i s t e n c e be ing 

e x p e r i e n c e d by the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l e m e n t — t r a i t s which are 

r e s u l t a n t from e x i s t e n c e w i t h i n the m a r g i n . The p o s i t i v e 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and d e s c r i p t i o n of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element or 

a t t r i b u t e , be i t the g e n e r a l v a l u e , an independent a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n u n i t , or an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t , i s s t i l l an 

e s s e n t i a l c o n t e x t u a l f a c t o r for u n d e r s t a n d i n g concepts of 

s t a t u s . 

M a r g i n a l i t y 

Both W e b s t e r 1 7 2 and the O x f o r d E n g l i s h D i c t i o n a r y d e f i n e 

m a r g i n a l i t y as "The q u a l i t y or s t a t e of be ing m a r g i n a l . " 

Because i t appears that C l a r k and o ther a u t h o r s w r i t i n g i n the 

f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n have used the terms m a r g i n , m a r g i n a l 

and m a r g i n a l i t y to denote v a r i o u s s t a t e s of e x i s t e n c e , i t has 

become important that d i s t i n c t i o n s a s s i g n e d to the three terms, 

i f any , be made i f the three terms are to be used w i t h 

c o n s i s t e n c y w i t h i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . Whi le the words margin and 

m a r g i n a l may be used in d e s c r i p t i o n of c o n d i t i o n s o f , or i n d i c e s 

of m a r g i n a l i t y , on ly the term m a r g i n a l i t y , t o g e t h e r w i t h 

a p p r o p r i a t e d e s c r i p t o r s , p a r s i m o n i o u s l y denotes the v a r i o u s 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y in a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . The na ture of the 

q u a l i t y or s t a t e of b e i n g m a r g i n a l i s dependent upon the 

1 7 , I b i d . , p . 142. 

1 7 2 W e b s t e r , 1966, s. v . " m a r g i n a l i t y . " 
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d e f i n i t i o n of margin a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a p p l i c a t i o n of a concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y i n a g iven i n s t a n c e . That d e f i n i t i o n might 

d u p l i c a t e or e n l a r g e upon any of the p r e v i o u s l y c i t e d d i c t i o n a r y 

d e f i n i t i o n s , or may be a s s i g n e d new meanings by C l a r k and o ther 

a u t h o r s . 

The p r e c e e d i n g d e f i n i t i o n s of m a r g i n , m a r g i n a l , and 

m a r g i n a l i t y , may be h e l p f u l i n i d e n t i f y i n g C l a r k ' s usage of the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y . Through matching these v a r i o u s concepts 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the root word to C l a r k ' s usage of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s d o c t o r a l s t u d y , one might determine 

whether he used the term to denote a s i n g l e concept or m u l t i p l e 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . I f m u l t i p l e concepts 6f m a r g i n a l i t y 

e x i s t w i t h i n the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e , the d e f i n i t i o n s may 

prove h e l p f u l f o r d i s t i n g u i s h i n g among them and for examining 

the t h e o r e t i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s of such d i s t i n c t i o n s . 

The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n i n t h i s c h a p t e r of C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s , the 

review of C l a r k ' s d o c o t r a l s tudy and i t s s o c i o l o g i c a l and 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n d e r p i n n i n g s , and the review of d i c t i o n a r y 

d e f i n i t i o n s p e r t i n e n t to a p p l i c a t i o n s of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , 

c o n s t i t u t e a p e r s p e c t i v e from which to approach the a n a l y s i s of 

C l a r k ' s uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n and 

Monograph. A l l three are v i t a l t o o l s for such an e v a l u a t i v e 

p r o c e s s . The na ture of the s t a t e of be ing m a r g i n a l i s dependent 

upon the d e f i n i t i o n of margin a s s o c i a t e d wi th a p p l i c a t i o n of a 

concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i n a g i v e n i n s t a n c e . That d e f i n i t i o n 

might d u p l i c a t e or e n l a r g e upon any o f . t h e p r e v i o u s l y c i t e d 

d i c t i o n a r y d e f i n i t i o n s , or may be a s s i g n e d new meanings by C l a r k 



a n d o t h e r a u t h o r s . 
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CHAPTER III 

DIRECT LABELING OF CONCEPTS OF MARGINALITY 
IN CLARK'S DISSERTATION 

T h i s c h a p t e r i s d e d i c a t e d to the p r e s e n t a t i o n of uses of 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y from C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n , the p r i m a r y 

document of t h i s s t u d y . Each use of the term w i l l be quoted at 

s u f f i c i e n t l e n g t h to ensure tha t adequate t e x t w i l l be p r e s e n t e d 

to f a c i l i t a t e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of c r i t i c a l c o n c e p t u a l e l ements . 

Whi le each use w i l l be d i s c u s s e d upon p r e s e n t a t i o n , the a n a l y s i s 

of the usages i n d i v i d u a l l y and c o l l e c t i v e l y w i l l be r e s e r v e d for 

Chapter I V . 

C l a r k used the term m a r g i n a l i t y seventeen t imes in h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n . Whi le C l a r k a l s o used o ther terms to l a b e l 

concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y , the seventeen uses of the term i t s e l f 

w i l l s erve as the b a s i s for t h i s a n a l y s i s . The i n i t i a l a n a l y s i s 

s e t s the f o u n d a t i o n f o r a n a l y s i s of f u r t h e r use of the term in 

C l a r k ' s p u b l i s h e d w r i t i n g s . L i k e w i s e , t h i s examinat ion may 

serve as a b a s i s for a n a l y z i n g concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y which 

have been l a b e l e d w i t h a l t e r n a t e t erms . 

C l a r k ' s use of m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n i s 
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a p p a r e n t l y the i n i t i a l a p p l i c a t i o n of the concepts to the f i e l d 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n has r e c e i v e d l i m i t e d 

r e a d i n g , as i n d i c a t e d by the absence of even a s i n g l e d i r e c t 

r e f e r e n c e to the document in any of the p u b l i c a t i o n s examined in 

the w r i t i n g of t h i s t h e s i s . N e v e r t h e l e s s i t i s the p r i m a r y 

source for the term and concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k ' s 1956 

a r t i c l e , g i v e n the same t i t l e as h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n , and 

i d e n t i f i e d e l sewhere in t h i s t h e s i s as the Monograph, i s the 

p o p u l a r p u b l i s h e d v e r s i o n of h i s s t u d y . 

Whi le i t might be deemed h e l p f u l to group term uses from 

C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s a c c o r d i n g to noted d i s t i n c t i o n s or v a r i a t i o n s 

in concepts they denote , the p r e s e n t a t i o n of quoted term use 

w i l l , be s e q u e n t i a l f or purposes of more f u l l y f o l l o w i n g the 

c o g n i t i v e development of the term by Burton R. C l a r k . Each use 

of the term w i l l be numbered and each c i t a t i o n d i s c u s s e d to show 

i t s meaning w i t h i n a s p e c i f i c c o n t e x t . A summary and a n a l y s i s 

of the uses w i l l f o l l o w in the next c h a p t e r . Data ga thered from 

i n d i v i d u a l uses of the term w i t h i n the D i s s e r t a t ion w i l l be 

t a b l e d i n summary form and w i l l be c r i t i q u e d as s u c h . Because 

not a l l observed data from t h i s a n a l y s i s of uses l ends i t s e l f to 

t a b l i n g , such data and d i s c u s s i o n and c r i t i q u e , t h e r e o f , w i l l 

f o l l o w by o r d e r of C l a r k ' s use i n the t h e s i s s u b - s e c t i o n 

l a b e l e d , Item A n a l y s i s and C r i t i q u e . 

T h i s a n a l y s i s focuses on the use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y 

w i t h i n C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n . Other t h e s i s s u b - s e c t i o n s f o l l o w 

i n which the uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n the Monograph w i l l 

be c i t e d i n s u f f i c i e n t l e n g t h to permi t the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of 
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the s p e c i f i c meanings i n c o n t e x t . U t i l i z i n g d i s t i n c t i o n s 

a l r e a d y made through r e f e r e n c e to d i c t i o n a r i e s , use of each term 

w i l l be s e p a r a t e l y t r a c e d a c c o r d i n g to i t s s e q u e n t i a l use by 

C l a r k . Uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n 

w i l l be i d e n t i f i e d as D1 through D17. C o r r e s p o n d i n g numbering 

w i l l i d e n t i f y these q u o t a t i o n s of use in the t a b l e d a n a l y s e s 

(Tab le 3). Term uses w i l l f r e q u e n t l y be r e f e r r e d to by t h e i r 

a l p h a - n u m e r i c l a b e l s . 

I t i s important w i t h each use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y to 

determine the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and the comparat ive e lements or 

a t t r i b u t e s be ing r e f e r r e d t o . Contex t s of a p p l i c a t i o n w i l l be 

noted f o r t h e i r p o t e n t i a l use i n d i s t i n g u i s h i n g d i s t i n c t 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y and for development of d e f i n i t i o n s . 

Use of the Term M a r g i n a l i t y W i t h i n C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n 

C l a r k f i r s t used the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n the second c h a p t e r 

e n t i t l e d "PRESSURES ON A MARGINAL P R O G R A M " . 1 7 3 He i d e n t i f i e d 

m a r g i n a l i t y as an h i s t o r i c a l c o n d i t i o n tha t shaped s e r v i c e - t y p e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s d u r i n g the development of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n the 

p u b l i c s c h o o l system of C a l i f o r n i a . 1 7 " H i s " s i g n i f i c a n t 

c o n d i t i o n s , " 1 7 5 C l a r k e x p l a i n e d , were " r e c o n s t r u c t e d from the 

e x p e r i e n c e of p a r t i c i p a n t s , and from the h i s t o r i c a l r e c o r d as i t 

i s c o n t a i n e d i n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l f i l e s , p u b l i c documents, and 

1 7 3 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 24. 

1 7 f l I b i d . 

1 7 5 I b i d . 
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p r e v i o u s s t u d i e s . " 1 7 6 C l a r k e x p l a i n e d h i s r a t i o n a l e for l a b e l i n g 

m a r g i n a l i t y as a c o n d i t i o n i n the f o l l o w i n g q u o t a t i o n : 

(D1) 

The e lements d i s c u s s e d below are d e f i n e d as c o n d i t i o n s 
because they l a r g e l y e x i s t as "givens" for the 
d e c i s i o n s made i n the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n departments of s c h o o l systems. They are 
important in d e f i n i n g the environment of d e c i s i o n 
making w i t h i n which program a d m i n i s t r a t o r s o p e r a t e . 
Over the l o n g - r u n i t i s p o s s i b l e f o r the 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s to e f f e c t changes in these c o n d i t i o n s ; 
e . g . , t h e i r s u s t a i n e d e f f o r t to reduce the m a r g i n a l i t y 
of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n the p u b l i c - s c h o o l framework. 
But i n the here-and-now of d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , these 
h i s t o r i c a l e lements are c o n d i t i o n s of d e c i s i o n and 
a c t i o n , r a t h e r than means or ends r e a d i l y changed by 
l e a d e r s h i p . 1 

1 T h i s p o i n t i s emphasized here s i n c e we are 
t r e a t i n g the formal g o a l s of p u b l i c - s c h o o l a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n as a c o n d i t i o n of l o c a l d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g . 
Compare the view of C h e s t e r I . Barnard on purpose as 
p a r t of the o b j e c t i v e environment w i t h i n which new 
d e c i s i o n s are made. Ches ter I . B a r n a r d , The F u n c t i o n  
of the E x e c u t i v e , (Cambridge: H a r v a r d U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s s , 1938), pp . 1 9 4 - 9 5 . 1 7 7 

C l a r k , i n t h i s f i r s t use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y speaks of 

m a r g i n a l i t y as a r a t h e r s t a b l e c o n d i t i o n and environment i n 

which a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments of s c h o o l systems are 

a d m i n i s t e r e d . In the i n t r o d u c t i o n to h i s Di s s e r t a t i o n , C l a r k 

noted tha t h i s "study of o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t h e i r v a l u e s and t h e i r 

p r a c t i c e s " d i r e c t l y concerned "the development of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n i n the p u b l i c s c h o o l system of C a l i f o r n i a . " 1 7 8 He 

f u r t h e r i d e n t i f i e d h i s " c a s e - s t u d y - i n - d e p t h " to be the "Adul t 

1 7 6 I b i d . 

1 7 7 I b i d . , pp . 24-25. 

1 7 8 I b i d . , p . 4. 
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E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l S y s t e m . " 1 7 9 In 

q u o t a t i o n D1, C l a r k a p p l i e d the term m a r g i n a l i t y to "adul t 

e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n the p u b l i c - s c h o o l f r a m e w o r k , " 1 8 0 wi thout 

r e s t r i c t i o n s to a s p e c i f i c case s t u d y , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l element or 

s t r u c t u r e , or geographic l o c a t i o n . A d u l t e d u c a t i o n , as noted 

e a r l i e r by C l a r k , c o u l d be unders tood to i n c l u d e the "genera l 

v a l u e " 1 8 1 as w e l l as implementat ions of t h i s "genera l va lue" 

through o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e l ements . One of the " h i s t o r i c a l 

elements" or " c o n d i t i o n s of d e c i s i o n and a c t i o n " 1 8 2 d i s c u s s e d by 

C l a r k i s m a r g i n a l i t y . The f i r s t sentence of q u o t a t i o n D1 may be 

unders tood to acknowledge the e x i s t e n c e of s t a t e s of m a r g i n a l i t y 

o u t s i d e of "adul t e d u c a t i o n departments of s c h o o l sys tems," but 

i t a l s o notes tha t m a r g i n a l i t y and the o ther c o n d i t i o n s " l a r g e l y 

e x i s t as ' g i v e n s ' f o r the d e c i s i o n s made in the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments of s c h o o l s y s t e m s . " 1 8 3 

C l a r k ' s second a p p l i c a t i o n of the term, m a r g i n a l i t y , 

appears i n a D i s s e r t a t i o n subheadings : 

(D2) 

Sources and I n d i c e s of M a r g i n a l i t y 

In broad terms the p r i m a r y m i s s i o n of a p u b l i c 
s c h o o l system in the U n i t e d S t a t e s i s the e d u c a t i o n of 
the young. W i t h i n both s c h o o l ranks and the g e n e r a l 
p o p u l a t i o n , the rank o r d e r of acceptance of d i f f e r e n t 

1 7 9 I b i d . p . 3. 

1 8 0 I b i d . , p . 24. 

1 8 ' I b i d . , p . 1 . 

1 8 2 I b i d . , p p . 24 

1 8 3 I b i d . 
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s c h o o l programs and l e g i t i m a t e concerns of p u b l i c 
supported e d u c a t i o n tends to f o l l o w the .age 
p r o g r e s s i o n . H i s t o r i c a l l y , p u b l i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for 
e lementary e d u c a t i o n was e s t a b l i s h e d f i r s t , f o l l o w e d 
by the l e g i t i m a t i o n of h i g h s c h o o l and j u n i o r c o l l e g e 
l e v e l s . J u n i o r c o l l e g e e d u c a t i o n i s p a r t i c u l a r l y w e l l 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n C a l i f o r n i a where there i s a s t a t e 
system of a p p r o x i m a t e l y seventy j u n i o r c o l l e g e s . 
P r o v i d i n g secondary e d u c a t i o n of t h i r t e e n t h and 
f o u r t e e n t h y e a r , 2 these c o l l e g e s are l i n k e d to the 
grade-sequence s t r u c t u r e of the s c h o o l system. 

2 I n C a l i f o r n i a , p u b l i c j u n i o r c o l l e g e s are 
d e f i n e d as an upward e x t e n s i o n of secondary e d u c a t i o n . 
See Jes se P . Bogue, The Community C o l l e g e , (New Y o r k : 
M c G r a w - H i l l , 1950), pp . 9 - 1 4 . 1 8 " 

W i t h i n a seven-page s u b s e c t i o n C l a r k ' i d e n t i f i e s sources and 

i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y and beg ins to d e v e l o p h i s i n i t i a l concept 

of m a r g i n a l i t y . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , he d i d not o r g a n i z e the 

s u b s e c t i o n i n a way which d i s t i n g u i s h e d sources of m a r g i n a l i t y 

from i n d i c e s of the s t a t u s . Rather he i n t e r m i n g l e d what he 

i d e n t i f i e d as s o u r c e s , i n d i c e s , bases , symptoms and ev idences of 

m a r g i n a l i t y 1 8 5 He i d e n t i f i e d h i s contex t as the " p u b l i c s c h o o l 

system in the U n i t e d S t a t e s " 1 8 6 and addres sed the acceptance of 

p u b l i c l y supported e d u c a t i o n a l s c h o o l programs by those w i t h i n 

s c h o o l ranks and the g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n . He f a i l e d to i n d i c a t e 

whether "age p r o g r e s s i o n " 1 8 7 i s an index or a source of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . He i d e n t i f i e d t h r e e l e v e l s of e d u c a t i o n which have 

been i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d and l e g i t i m i z e d : e lementary e d u c a t i o n , 

1 8 " I b i d . , P . 25. 

1 8 5 I b i d . , pp . 25-6 . 

1 8 6 I b i d . , P . 25. 

1 8 7 I b i d . 
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h i g h s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e . 

In C l a r k ' s t h i r d use of the term he a p p l i e d h i s concept 

w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t and c l a i m s d i f f i c u l t y in 

a s s e s s i n g and v a l i d a t i n g of the s t a t u s . 

(D3) 

In c o n t r a s t to the p o s i t i o n of e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h 
s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s , a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n i s , of c o u r s e , not p a r t of the p r i m a r y 
e d u c a t i o n l a d d e r , and i t s c l i e n t e l e e x i s t s a lmost 
c o m p l e t e l y o u t s i d e of the c o m p u l s o r y - a t t e n d a n c e age 
g r o u p s . 3 I t e x i s t s as a s e p a r a t e , p e r i p h e r a l a c t i v i t y . 
When an a d u l t program i s e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h i n a s c h o o l 
system, i t s p e r s o n n e l f i n d s i t s e l f w i t h i n a f a m i l y of 
w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d , w e l l - a c c e p t e d programs. C o n s i d e r e d 
on i t s e d u c a t i o n a l a c c e p t a b i l i t y a l o n e , the a d u l t 
a c t i v i t y i n i t i a l l y e x i s t s in a somewhat p r e c a r i o u s 
s t a t e . I t must compete w i t h the pr imary departments 
for budget support and for g e n e r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
p o s i t i o n . T h i s has been h i s t o r i c a l l y the s t a t u s of 
a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and to a c o n s i d e r a b l e degree seems an 
a p p r o p r i a t e c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n t o d a y . I t i s d i f f i c u l t 
t o . a s s e s s such a f a c t o r as o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , 
s i n c e the q u e s t i o n of v a l i d a t i o n i n v o l v e s acceptance 
by d i f f e r e n t groups w i t h i n and wi thout the s c h o o l 
system, and acceptance on v a r i o u s grounds . 

3 S c h o o l a t tendance i s compulsory u n t i l the age of 
s i x t e e n i n C a l i f o r n i a . I f a person drops out of 
s c h o o l a f t e r that age but has not graduated from h i g h 
s c h o o l , he must a t t e n d a c o n t i n u a t i o n s c h o o l for four 
hours a week u n t i l e i g h t e e n . C o n t i n u a t i o n s c h o o l s are 
not now c o n s i d e r e d a p a r t of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 1 8 8 

C l a r k ' s use of the terms " o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y " 1 8 9 

appears to s t r e s s the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l contex t w i t h i n which he 

a p p l i e s the t erm. I t i s the o n l y use of the d e s c r i p t o r in the 

Di s s e r t a t i o n . There i s no d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n of a concept of 

1 8 8 I b i d . , 

1 8 9 I b i d . 

pp . 25-26. 
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m a r g i n a l i t y i n q u o t a t i o n D3 to C l a r k ' s case s t u d y . In r e f e r r i n g 

to "adul t e d u c a t i o n " , 1 9 0 C l a r k c o u l d mean e i t h e r the "general 

v a l u e , " 1 9 1 the f i e l d , or an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t . H i s r e f e r e n c e 

to an "adul t p r o g r a m " 1 9 2 c o u l d have been unders tood to a l l o w 

most any c o n t e x t i f he had not s p e c i f i c a l l y r e f e r r e d to i t s 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t in a s c h o o l system wherein i t s e d u c a t i o n a l 

a c c e p t a b i l i t y i n r e l a t i o n to that of more w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d and 

w e l l - a c c e p t e d programs tended to determine i t s "somewhat 

p r e c a r i o u s s t a t e . " 1 9 3 C l a r k appears to be e q u a t i n g t h i s 

"somewhat p r e c a r i o u s s ta te" wi th the s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e he terms 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

W i t h i n q u o t a t i o n D3, C l a r k i d e n t i f i e s three a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e lements : an a d u l t l e v e l of e d u c a t i o n , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , and "a 

separate p e r i p h e r a l a c t i v i t y . " 1 9 " An "adul t a c t i v i t y " 1 9 5 i n the 

c o n t e x t of a s c h o o l system c o u l d be a d e s i g n a t i o n of any s i n g l e 

a d u l t a c t i v i t y , a s i n g l e a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y , a program, 

c l a s s , c u r r i c u l u m , s c h o o l , b r a n c h , department , d i v i s i o n or a 

m u l t i p l e of any of the p r e c e d i n g examples . S e v e r a l comparat ive 

e lements were i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k i n q u o t a t i o n D3: e l ementary , 

h i g h s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s ; w e l l -

1 9 0 I b i d . , p p . 25-6 . 

1 9 ' I b i d . 

, 9 2 I b i d . 

1 9 3 I b i d . 

1 9 " l b i d . 

1 9 5 I b i d . 
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e s t a b l i s h e d , w e l l - a c c e p t e d programs; and p r i m a r y departments , 

assumed to be the p r i m a r y s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . In C l a r k ' s r e f e r e n c e to "primary d e p a r t m e n t s , " 1 9 6 

there i s no i n d i c a t i o n of whether these comparat ive departments 

e x i s t or must e x i s t on a s c h o o l , b r a n c h , d i v i s i o n or system 

l e v e l . 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t from the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n to a s se s s how 

C l a r k d e f i n e s m a r g i n a l i t y or why i t was that a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e x p e r i e n c e d i t . C l a r k made . no d i s t i n c t i o n as to whether the 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of m a r g i n a l i t y he l i s t e d are i n d i c e s or the 

source of the s t a t e of m a r g i n a l i t y . An index of m a r g i n a l i t y 

used to i d e n t i f y the s t a t u s of an element e x p e r i e n c i n g 

m a r g i n a l i t y i s not e q u i v a l e n t to a f a c t o r which c o n t r i b u t e s to 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t of s t a t e s of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k r e f e r s to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n as be ing " i n a somewhat 

p r e c a r i o u s s t a t e " 1 9 7 of e x i s t e n c e . He f u r t h e r r e f e r s to "the 

s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n " 1 9 8 which suggests a rank o r d e r i n g of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n in r e l a t i o n to o ther e l ements . E q u a t i n g 

m a r g i n a l i t y w i th a s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e i s congruent w i th l a b e l i n g 

i t as a s t a t u s , f o r s t a t u s denotes both e x i s t e n c e and r a n k i n g . 

A g a i n , as in C l a r k ' s f i r s t - use of the term (D1 ) , there i s 

c o n f u s i o n i n q u o t a t i o n D3 c o n c e r n i n g i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of both the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element and i t s comparat ive e l ement . Reference 

1 9 6 I b i d . 

1 9 7 I b i d . , 

1 9 8 I b i d . 

p . 26. 



68 

to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c o u l d a l l o w the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n that 

assessment and v a l i d a t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y i s d i f f i c u l t in a l l 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c o n t e x t s , both o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and non-

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l , in which m a r g i n a l i t y e x i s t s . 

A d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements s p e c i f i c a l l y mentioned by C l a r k i n 

t h i s q u o t a t i o n i n a d d i t i o n to h i s g e n e r a l d e s i g n a t i o n of "adul t 

e d u c a t i o n " are "a s e p a r a t e , p e r i p h e r a l a c t i v i t y , " . " a n a d u l t 

p r o g r a m . . . w i t h i n a s c h o o l sys tem," and an "adul t a c t i v i t y . " 1 9 9 

A l t h o u g h the " C o n t i n u a t i o n s c h o o l s " 2 0 0 mentioned by C l a r k were 

not o f f i c i a l l y r e c o g n i z e d at the time of C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s as 

p a r t of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n in C a l i f o r n i a , such s c h o o l s might be 

c o n s i d e r e d to be p a r t of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n at a d i f f e r e n t t ime in 

C a l i f o r n i a or might be c o n s i d e r e d p a r t of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e l s ewhere . C l a r k observed tha t the c o n t i n u a t i o n s c h o o l s were 

not at the t ime c o n s i d e r e d to be p a r t of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , that 

i s they were not be ing r e c o g n i z e d as p a r t of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

Branch of the Los Angeles Schoo l System. C l a r k , i n n o t i n g that 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n " c l i e n t e l e e x i s t s almost c o m p l e t e l y [ s i c ] 

o u t s i d e of the c o m p u l s o r y - a t t e n d a n c e age g r o u p , " 2 0 1 made 

r e f e r e n c e to the c o n t i n u a t i o n s c h o o l s . H i s f o o t n o t e d e x a m p l e 2 0 2 

might be for purposes of showing that because a t tendance i s 

mandatory u n t i l the age of e i g h t e e n for those not hav ing 

1 9 9 I b i d . 

2 0 0 I b i d . 

2 0 1 I b i d . f p . 25. 

2 0 2 I b i d . , pp . 25-6 . 
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graduated from h i g h s c h o o l , that not c o n s i d e r i n g c o n t i n u i n g 

s c h o o l s as p a r t of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u p p o r t s h i s statement that 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l i e n t e l e e x i s t a lmost c o m p l e t e l y o u t s i d e of the 

c o m p u l s o r y - a t t e n d a n c e age group . The second p o s s i b i l i t y i s that 

C l a r k f e l t c o n t i n u i n g s c h o o l s are a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and he was 

f o o t n o t i n g what he f e l t - w a s an anomaly. Given the contex t in 

C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n , i t i s not p o s s i b l e to determine wi th 

c e r t a i n t y e d u c a t i o n how C l a r k would c l a s s i f y o c c u r r i n g in 

c o n t i n u i n g s c h o o l s . 

C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d a number of p o t e n t i a l comparat ive e lements 

in q u o t a t i o n D3, i n c l u d i n g the "e lementary , h i g h s c h o o l , and 

j u n i o r c o l l e g e e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s " of the s c h o o l system, the 

"school system" i t s e l f which c o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d as a whole , "a 

f a m i l y of w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d , w e l l - a c c e p t e d programs ," and 

"primary departments" w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n . 2 0 3 C l a r k d i d not 

r e s t r i c t h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to any one of those 

ment ioned . When C l a r k wrote of "primary departments" and "a 

f a m i l y of w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d , w e l l - a c c e p t e d programs ," he d i d not 

i n d i c a t e the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l e v e l w i t h i n the s c h o o l system to 

which comparison of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element was or sh ou ld be 

m a d e . 2 0 " 

F u r t h e r m o r e , s e v e r a l p o t e n t i a l comparat ive e lements were 

i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k in h i s d iagram of the O r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

2 0 3 I b i d . 

2 0 " l b i d . , p . 29. 

2 0 5 P r e s e n t e d e a r l i e r in t h i s t h e s i s as T a b l e 1. 
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S t r u c t u r e of the Los Ange les Schoo l System, 1 9 5 2 - 5 3 . 2 0 5 

P o t e n t i a l comparat ive u n i t s i d e n t i f i e d for the a d u l t s c h o o l s 

i n c l u d e d the e lementary s c h o o l s ; secondary s c h o o l s i n c l u d i n g 

both j u n i o r and s e n i o r h i g h s c h o o l s ; and j u n i o r c o l l e g e s . 

M a r g i n a l i t y of i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t s c h o o l s may be a s se s sed at t imes 

wh i l e at o ther t imes i t may be a s s e s s e d for a d u l t s c h o o l s 

a g g r e g a t e d . P o t e n t i a l comparat ive u n i t s to the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

Branch i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k i n c l u d e d the f i v e e lementary 

d i s t r i c t s w i t h i n the D i v i s i o n of E lementary E d u c a t i o n , the 

J u n i o r High C e n t r a l O f f i c e and the S e n i o r High C e n t r a l O f f i c e 

w i t h i n the D i v i s i o n of Secondary E d u c a t i o n , and the J u n i o r 

C o l l e g e C e n t r a l O f f i c e w i t h i n the D i v i s i o n of E x t e n s i o n ' and 

Higher E d u c a t i o n . At the l e v e l of o p e r a t i n g d i v i s i o n s , the 

p o t e n t i a l comparat ive o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s for the D i v i s i o n 

of E x t e n s i o n and Higher E d u c a t i o n are the D i v i s i o n of E lementary 

E d u c a t i o n and the D i v i s i o n of Secondary E d u c a t i o n . A l l three 

o p e r a t i n g d i v i s i o n s are a d m i n i s t e r e d by two boards and a 

commission through a common s u p e r i n t e n d e n t and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of 

both b u s i n e s s and e d u c a t i o n a l s e r v i c e s d i v i s i o n s who are 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y a c c o u n t a b l e to the s u p e r i n t e n d e n t . From 

C l a r k ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c h a r t 2 0 6 i t i s i n f e r r e d that 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e c i s i o n s of the Ret i rement Board and the 

P e r s o n n e l Commission are f u n n e l l e d through the Board of 

E d u c a t i o n f o r purposes of a p p r o v a l b e f o r e be ing g i v e n to the 

s u p e r i n t e n d e n t as mandates. 

2 0 6 I b i d . 
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The a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s noted by C l a r k in h i s c h a r t of 

the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e of the Los Ange les Schoo l System 

have been diagrammed as equa l s to t h e i r comparat ive s u b u n i t s at 

each a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l e v e l . There i s no i n d i c a t i o n of 

m a r g i n a l i t y for the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s . 

P o t e n t i a l comparat ive s u b u n i t s i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k in h i s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e c h a r t 2 0 7 have been so termed w i t h i n 

t h i s t h e s i s because i t i s f e l t that C l a r k has p r o v i d e d no 

i n f o r m a t i o n w i t h i n the c h a r t to suggest d i f f e r e n t i a t e d s t a t u s 

between a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s and the named p o t e n t i a l 

comparat ive s u b u n i t s . Concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h i n 

t h i s t h e s i s denote s t a t e s of e x i s t e n c e w i t h i n l a r g e r systems 

wherein the s t a t u s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i s judged to 

be lower than tha t a c c o r d e d p r i m a r y elements i n the system. 

W i t h i n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g s the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and 

comparat ive e lements are denoted as s u b u n i t s , and e lements 

f u l f i l l i n g major o b j e c t i v e s of an i n s t i t u t i o n are termed pr imary 

s u b u n i t s . 

I t would appear that s t a n d a r d s w i t h i n a system are 

f r e q u e n t l y m a n i f e s t i n system s t r u c t u r e . Models of system 

s t r u c t u r e may be based on a number of v a r i a b l e s such as 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t a t u s , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e power, i n f l u e n c e , 

f u n c t i o n , f i n a n c i n g , or by mandated or l e g i s l a t e d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

a u t h o r i t y which appear to be the two most common f o c i i n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c h a r t i n g . C l a r k ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e c h a r t 

2 0 7 I b i d . 
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which he adapted from a c h a r t in use in the Los Angeles s c h o o l 

system d u r i n g 1 9 5 2 - 3 , 2 0 8 r e p r e s e n t s the h i e r a r c h i c a l arrangement 

of v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s . I t appears to be based on a 

mandated l i n e of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a u t h o r i t y . 

No d i f f e r e n c e in s t a t u s i s e v i d e n t for a d u l t e d u c a t i o n in 

C l a r k ' s c h a r t of the O r g a n i z a t i o n a l S t r u c t u r e of the Los Ange les 

Schoo l System. T h i s i s a t t r i b u t a b l e to the l i m i t e d nature of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c h a r t i n g tha t i s based on a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l i n e s of 

a u t h o r i t y . S i g n i f i c a n t c h a r t a b l e d i f f e r e n c e s are assumed to 

e x i s t among the l i n e s of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a u t h o r i t y w i t h i n a 

system and the scope of a u t h o r i t y , the magnitude of a u t h o r i t y , 

and the p r i o r i t y a s s i g n e d v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s by v i r t u e 

of t h e i r mandates , the l a t t e r o f t e n be ing e v i d e n c e d through the 

magnitude and f l e x i b i l i t y of f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t . 

Upon these grounds , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s are a f f o r d e d 

d i f f e r e n t s t a t u s from o ther s u b u n i t s . D i s t i n c t i o n s e x i s t 

between the p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e s of an o r g a n i z a t i o n , and the 

v a l u e s and f u n c t i o n s of the o r g a n i z a t i o n . The m a r g i n a l i t y of an 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t denotes the e x i s t e n c e of v a l u e s , g o a l s 

and o b j e c t i v e s w i t h i n a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n which are 

c o n s i d e r e d to be more important than the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s and 

the e x i s t e n c e of one or more o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s d e d i c a t e d 

to a c h i e v i n g those g o a l s . Such s u b u n i t s are g i v e n h i g h e r 

p r i o r i t y w i t h i n the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n than tha t g i v e n to an 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t . 

2 0 8 I b i d . 
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C l a r k c h a r t e d both o p e r a t i n g d i v i s o n s and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

and support u n i t s which he l a b e l e d in Chart 1 2 0 9 a s E x e c u t i v e 

O f f i c e s , B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s D i v i s i o n s and E d u c a t i o n a l S e r v i c e s 

D i v i s i o n s . A comprehensive assessment of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y might e n t a i l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of comparat ive 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e s and d i v i s i o n s in both the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

subun i t and o ther s u b u n i t s i n o r d e r to f a c i l i t a t e comparisons 

which might be thought to be i n d i c e s of s t a t u s . 

C l a r k noted in q u o t a t i o n D3 t h a t : 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to a s se s s such a f a c t o r as 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , s i n c e the q u e s t i o n of 
v a l i d a t i o n i n v o l v e s acceptance by d i f f e r e n t groups 
w i t h i n and without the s c h o o l system, and acceptance 
on v a r i o u s g r o u n d s . 2 1 0 

Unles s o therwise s p e c i f i e d , when one speaks of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i n the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , the 

o v e r a l l or s o c i e t a l s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t i s 

be ing d e s i g n a t e d . C l a r k , in the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n , s t a t e s 

tha t v a l i d a t i o n of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i n v o l v e s 

acceptance by groups i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l to a s c h o o l system. 

These v a r i o u s groups , a c c o r d i n g to C l a r k , a f f o r d acceptance 

based on " v a r i o u s g r o u n d s . " 2 1 1 One group may e x h i b i t an 

i n c r e a s e d acceptance of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t i f the 

subun i t i n c r e a s e s i t s academic programming. A second group may 

p r i z e an emphasis on community programming and may be l e s s 

2 0 9 I b i d . 

2 1 0 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 26. 

2 1 1 I b i d . 
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a c c e p t i n g of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t i f academic programming 

i s emphasized w i t h i n the s u b u n i t . T h i s i s an example of a 

common v a r i a b l e which i s p e r c e i v e d d i f f e r e n t l y by d i f f e r e n t 

i n d i v i d u a l s and g r o u p s . When the s o c i e t a l s t a t u s of an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t i s c o n s i d e r e d , however, such v a r i a t i o n s i n 

p e r c e p t i o n might be c o n s i d e r e d to l a r g e l y c a n c e l one a n o t h e r . 

When one i s concerned on ly wi th the measurement of t o t a l 

s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t and i s not concerned w i t h 

i d e n t i f y i n g the source of m a r g i n a l i t y , then the presence of such 

v a r i a b l e s may not be of c o n c e r n . I f , however, sources of s t a t u s 

are of impor tance , perhaps for purposes of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y 

m a n i p u l a t i n g v a r i o u s sources of m a r g i n a l i t y and measuring the 

e f f e c t of i n t e r v e n t i o n , then m a n i p u l a t i o n of such confounding 

v a r i a b l e s i s of c o n c e r n . The confound ing a b i l i t y of nonmontonic 

v a r i a b l e s , both two d i r e c t i o n a l and n o n c o n t i n u o u s , 2 1 2 must be 

c o n s i d e r e d when v a r i a b l e s are measured for purposes of 

d e t e r m i n i n g t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n to the v a r i a n c e of pr imary 

c o n c e r n . 

In q u o t a t i o n D3 C l a r k d e f i n e d m a r g i n a l i t y as a s t a t e of 

e x i s t e n c e as a s t a t u s . He a l s o says tha t v a l i d a t i o n of s t a t u s 

i s c o n t i n g e n t on a f f o r d e d a c c e p t a n c e . I t becomes neces sary to 

d i s t i n g u i s h between acceptance and a f f o r d e d s t a t u s . Whereas 

acceptance denotes a p p r o v a l , the a f f o r d i n g of s t a t u s i m p l i e s an 

a b i l i t y to d i f f e r e n t i a t e among v a r i a b l e s , which v a r i a b l e s form 

2 1 2 N o n m o n t o n i c v a r i a b l e s , both two d i r e c t i o n a l and 
noncont inuous a r e d e f i n e d and examples are g i v e n i n the 
append ix . 
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the b a s i s upon which one element i s ranked above a comparat ive 

e lement . M a r g i n a l i t y , or r e l a t i v e s t a t u s , w i t h i n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

c o n t e x t s of the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n denotes the v a l u i n g of 

a comparat ive element above tha t of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement . 

I f v a l i d a t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y or r e l a t i v e s t a t u s of an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element does i n v o l v e a c c e p t a n c e , as C l a r k m a i n t a i n s , 

i t i s a s u g g e s t i o n of a h i g h c o r r e l a t i o n between acceptance and 

s t a t u s , e x p l a i n e d here as two d i s t i n c t c o n c e p t s . 

In the next four q u o t a t i o n s (D4-D7) , C l a r k appears to 

equate m a r g i n a l i t y w i th " p e r i p h e r a l s t a t u s , " 2 1 3 "marg ina l 

p o s i t i o n , " 2 1 4 and " p r e c a r i o u s n e s s of the a d u l t s c h o o l s , " 2 1 5 a l l 

three s t a t e s of e x i s t e n c e . He does t h i s as he l i s t s what he 

perhaps somewhat c a s u a l l y termed "Sources and I n d i c e s of 

M a r g i n a l i t y " 2 1 6 and what he now r e i n t r o d u c e s as "bases and 

symptoms of p e r i p h e r a l s t a t u s . " 2 1 7 In the f i r s t he appears to 

s u b s t i t u t e the terms "evidence of r e l a t i v e m a r g i n a l i t y " 2 1 8 f or 

what he had p r e v i o u s l y termed "Sources and I n d i c e s of 

M a r g i n a l i t y " 2 1 9 and "bases and symptoms of p e r i p h e r a l 

s t a t u s . " 2 2 0 D i s c u s s i o n of C l a r k ' s use of the terms s o u r c e s , 

i n d i c e s , bases , symptoms and ev idences w i l l occur l a t e r i n t h i s 

2 1 3 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , 

2 1 5 I b i d . 

2 1 6 I b i d . , p . 25. 

2 1 7 I b i d . , p . 26. 

2 1 8 I b i d . 

2 1 9 I b i d . , p . 25. 
2 2 0 I b i d . , p . 26. 

pp . 26-7; 2 1 4 I b i d . , p . 2 7 . ; 
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t h e s i s . In q u o t a t i o n D4, C l a r k i s unders tood to be e q u a t i n g 

" r e l a t i v e m a r g i n a l i t y " w i t h " p e r i p h e r a l s t a t u s . " 2 2 1 In q u o t a t i o n 

D5 he i d e n t i f i e s "the p a r t - t i m e na ture of a d m i n i s t r a t o r s " as h i s 

second "index" of m a r g i n a l i t y and a l s o as "both a c o n t r i b u t i n g 

f a c t o r to and a symptom of the m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n d e p a r t m e n t s . " 2 2 2 C l a r k then c o n t i n u e s i n the next 

sentence to equate "the m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

departments" to " m a r g i n a l i t y . " 2 2 3 In t h i s q u o t a t i o n C l a r k uses 

the terms index , c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r , and symptom synonymously. 

H i s r e a s o n i n g i s c i r c u l a r wi thout i n d i c a t i o n as to whether he 

f e e l s "the p a r t - t i m e nature of a d m i n i s t r a t o r s " c o n t r i b u t e s to 

the s t a t u s , i n d i c a t e s e x i s t e n c e of the s t a t u s , i s the s t a t u s , or 

r e s u l t s from the s t a t u s of m a r g i n a l i t y . The t h i r d f a c t o r i s 

s a i d by C l a r k to c o n t r i b u t e "to the p r e c a r i o u s n e s s of the a d u l t 

s c h o o l , " unders tood as an e q u a t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y to "the 

p r e c a r i o u s n e s s o f - t h e a d u l t s c h o o l . " 2 2 " 

C l a r k wrote : 

(D4) 

Here we may note some bases and symptoms of 
p e r i p h e r a l s t a t u s . 

F i r s t , some ev idence of r e l a t i v e m a r g i n a l i t y i s 
i n d i c a t e d i n the formal or " c o n s t i t u t i o n a l " s t a t u s of 
a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . The s t a t e s c h o o l system i s made up 
of e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e 

2 2 ' I b i d . 

2 2 2 I b i d . , p . 27. 

2 2 3 I b i d . 

2 2 " l b i d . 
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d i s t r i c t s ; a d u l t c l a s s e s are a t t a c h e d to these u n i t s . 
Once vo ted i n t o e x i s t e n c e by the e l e c t o r a t e , these 
d i s t r i c t s must m a i n t a i n a p p r o p r i a t e s c h o o l s . In 
c o n t r a s t , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n has main ly p e r m i s s i v e 
l e g i s l a t i o n for i t s l o c a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t . C i t i z e n s h i p 
and l i t e r a c y c l a s s e s are the main e x c e p t i o n s . 2 2 5 

C l a r k appears to use the d e s c r i p t o r , r e l a t i v e , to i n d i c a t e that 

assessment of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i s a comparat ive 

measurement. The comparison for purposes of d e t e r m i n i n g formal 

or c o n s t i t u t i o n a l s t a t u s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t i s 

between the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element and o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n 

the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n c o n s i d e r e d to be c e n t r a l or p r i m a r y . 

C l a r k f i r s t w r i t e s in broad terms of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e lement . He i d e n t i f i e s i t twice wi th the g e n e r a l d e s i g n a t i o n , 

"adul t e d u c a t i o n . " 2 2 6 He notes c i t i z e n s h i p and l i t e r a c y c l a s s as 

examples of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . I t i s not s p e c i f i e d whether the 

concept of r e l a t i v e m a r g i n a l i t y i s be ing used to d e s c r i b e the 

s t a t u s of a l l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements or a s p e c i f i c l e v e l 

d i s t r i c t , s c h o o l , or c l a s s r o o m . J u d g i n g from the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

u n i t s mentioned by C l a r k two p o s s i b l e c o n c l u s i o n s seem l o g i c a l . 

For the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of s t a t u s two or more items must be 

compared and r a n k e d . The a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements s p e c i f i c a l l y 

i d e n t i f i e d i n q u o t a t i o n D4 are o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s - - s c h o o l 

and c o l l e g e d i s t r i c t s , and c l a s s e s . C l a r k ' s use of the t erm, 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , in the q u o t a t i o n c o u l d be i n r e f e r e n c e to these 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s or to the "genera l va lue" of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n i d e n t i f i e d as the focus of h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n in h i s 

2 2 5 I b i d . , p . 

2 2 6 I b i d . 

26-7. 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n . I t i s l o g i c a l in a p p l y i n g a concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y that comparisons for purposes of e s t a b l i s h i n g s t a t u s 

be made among c a t e g o r i c a l l y s i m i l a r s u b u n i t s w i t h i n an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n — c l a s s e s are ranked among c l a s s e s , s c h o o l s among 

s c h o o l s , and d i s t r i c t s among d i s t r i c t l e v e l e l ements , o p e r a t i n g 

d i s t r i c t s among o p e r a t i n g d i s t r i c t s , and so f o r t h . C l a r k 

i d e n t i f i e d the e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e 

d i s t r i c t s as e x i s t i n g w i t h i n the s t a t e s c h o o l system. I f the 

s t a t e s c h o o l system i s c o n s i d e r e d to be a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

then m a r g i n a l i t y might be used to denote the s t a t u s of e i t h e r 

i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s w i t h i n the s t a t e , or of a l l 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s c o n s i d e r e d c o l l e c t i v e l y . For purposes 

of e s t a b l i s h i n g s t a t u s , compar i sons might be made among e i t h e r 

i n d i v i d u a l or aggregated a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s e x i s t i n g 

w i t h i n a l o c a l geographic area and c o r r e s p o n d i n g e lementary 

s c h o o l , h i g h s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e d i s t r i c t s , or on a s t a t e 

b a s i s wherein the p o p u l a t i o n of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s f or 

purposes of comparisons would be expanded to the t o t a l sys tem. 

Where m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s i s e v a l u a t e d 

l o c a l l y , such as w i t h i n the c o n f i n e s of the Los Angeles Schoo l 

System, the Los Angeles Schoo l System would be c o n s i d e r e d to be 

the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n and the s t a t e s c h o o l system might be 

c o n s i d e r e d to be a s u p r a - p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

With the comparat ive u n i t s i d e n t i f i e d , and w i t h the h e l p of 

C l a r k ' s c h a r t of the O r g a n i z a t i o n a l S t r u c t u r e of the Los Ange les 

2 2 7 I b i d , p . 44. 
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Schoo l System, 1 9 5 2 - 5 3 , 2 2 7 the a p p r o p r i a t e comparisons for the 

purpose of e s t a b l i s h i n g the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n can be 

de termined by examinat ion of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l e v e l s , and i s 

i d e n t i f i e d as the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h . 

An a l t e r n a t i v e a p p l i c a t i o n of a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i s 

in d e s c r i p t i o n of the s t a t u s of what C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d as "adul t 

c l a s s e s . " 2 2 8 Aga in through r e f e r r i n g to C l a r k ' s c h a r t of the 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l S t r u c t u r e of the Los Ange les Schoo l System, 1952-

5 3 , 2 2 9 the a p p r o p r i a t e comparat ive e lements are i d e n t i f i e d as 

c l a s s e s o c c u r r i n g in the e lementary s c h o o l s , j u n i o r and s e n i o r 

h i g h s c h o o l s , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e s of the C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l 

System, the C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l System be ing the s u p r a - p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n named by C l a r k in q u o t a t i o n D4. A concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y might be used to denote the s t a t u s of a d u l t c l a s s e s 

when compared to c l a s s e s h e l d w i t h i n the e lementary s c h o o l s , 

j u n i o r and s e n i o r h i g h s c h o o l s , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e s w i t h i n the 

Los Ange les Schoo l System, which i s the immediate p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Each d i s t i n c t combinat ion of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t or 

of s u b u n i t s to a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n or s u p r a - p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s c o u l d be the b a s i s for a d i s t i n c t concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y f o r purposes of d e s i g n a t i n g s t a t u s , and i t appears 

tha t each would r e q u i r e the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of d i f f e r e n t 

comparat ive e lements i n a d d i t i o n to i t s own o p e r a t i o n a l 

2 2 8 I b i d . 

2 2 9 I b i d . , p . 44. 



80 

d e f i n i t i o n and measurement i n s t r u m e n t . 

In summary of the d i s c u s s i o n of C l a r k ' s p r e c e d i n g 

q u o t a t i o n , the l e v e l of i n q u i r y i s not s p e c i f i e d . One c o u l d 

e x p l o r e the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y of i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s , s c h o o l s or departments w i t h i n the system or 

c o l l e c t i v e s of these o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s . T h e i r e x i s t e n c e 

c o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d r e l a t i v e to i n d i v i d u a l s c h o o l s , d i s t r i c t s or 

a l l p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s 

s t a t e w i d e . C l a r k i s m a i n t a i n i n g that l e g i s l a t i v e d i s p a r i t y , 

such as e x i s t s in t h i s quoted example where the p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n has a. c o n s t i t u t i o n a l mandate and the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n subun i t e x i s t s under p e r m i s s i v e l e g i s l a t i o n , i s a 

source or i n d e x , or b o t h , of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k 

suggests tha t no such mandate e x i s t s f o r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , on the 

whole , w i th the main e x c e p t i o n s of c i t i z e n s h i p and l i t e r a c y 

c l a s s e s . The comparison i s tha t o ther s u b u n i t s p r e d o m i n a t e l y 

e x i s t w i t h mandates whi l e a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s e x i s t by 

v i r t u e of p e r m i s s i v e l e g i s l a t i o n . 

The term m a r g i n a l i t y was next used by C l a r k i n p r e s e n t a t i o n 

of h i s second i n d e x , s o u r c e , base , or symptom of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

(D5) 

S e c o n d l y , as f r e q u e n t l y happens w i t h a new 
a c t i v i t y w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n began 
as a secondary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of a d m i n i s t r a t o r s at 

• o ther s c h o o l l e v e l s . . . . the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n i n the s t a t e had t h i s c h a r a c t e r u n t i l 1931, 
and i t was symptomatic of the program's weak p o s i t i o n 
i n the s c h o o l system. A f t e r 1931, there were s epara te 
p r i n c i p a l s but main ly i n p a r t - t i m e p o s t s . These 
p o s i t i o n s were any f r a c t i o n of a f u l l t i m e ass ignment , 
w i t h o n e - h a l f t ime the most common. From t h a t b a s i s 
t h e r e has been a g r a d u a l growth of f u l l t i m e p o s i t i o n s ; 
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but i t i s on ly w i t h i n the l a s t f i v e y e a r s (1947-48) 
tha t the l a r g e s t department in the s t a t e , (the A d u l t 
E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Angeles S c h o o l System) 
became c o m p l e t e l y manned by f u l l t i m e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . 
The p a r t - t i m e na ture of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has been 
h i s t o r i c a l l y both a c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r to and a 
symptom of the m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n of the a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n depar tments . T h i s index would i n d i c a t e that 
m a r g i n a l i t y has been reduced over the l a s t t w e n t y - f i v e 
y e a r s . 2 3 0 

"The p a r t - t i m e nature of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n " has been 

i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k in t h i s q u o t a t i o n as h i s t o r i c a l l y be ing 

"both a c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r to and a symptom of the m a r g i n a l 

p o s i t i o n of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n d e p a r t m e n t s , " 2 3 1 or in o ther 

words, as C l a r k ' s second i n d e x , s o u r c e , base , or symptom of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . He i d e n t i f i e d three a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t a t e s which 

r e p r e s e n t v a r i o u s i n t e n s i t i e s of h i s i d e n t i f i e d v a r i a b l e of 

m a r g i n a l i t y : a s t a t e i n which the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element i s a "secondary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s " w i t h p r i m a r y r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s e lsewhere in the 

system; a s t a t e i n which the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i s 

a d m i n i s t e r e d by separate p r i n c i p a l s , but on l e s s than f u l l - t i m e 

appo intments ; and a s t a t e where the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element has 

"become c o m p l e t e l y manned by f u l l t i m e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . " 2 3 2 In 

d i s c r i p t i o n of these three s t a t e s , C l a r k used examples from 

d i s t i n c t l y d i f f e r i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s . In h i s f i r s t 

example he wrote of the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of "adul t e d u c a t i o n . . . at 

2 3 0 I b i d , 

2 3 1 I b i d . 

2 3 2 I b i d . 

p . 27. 
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o ther s c h o o l l e v e l s . " 2 3 3 I t i s assumed that C l a r k was r e f e r r i n g 

to the a d u l t s c h o o l s i n i t i a t e d by i n d i v i d u a l host s c h o o l s w i t h i n 

the s t a t e of C a l i f o r n i a . These a d u l t s c h o o l s were i n i t i a l l y 2 3 4 

and most f r e q u e n t l y 2 3 5 a d m i n i s t e r e d on a p a r t - t i m e b a s i s by the 

h i g h s c h o o l p r i n c i p a l s and v i c e - p r i n c i p a l s who had i n i t i a t e d 

them. C l a r k r e f e r r e d to o ther d i f f e r e n t and s p e c i f i c 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l e v e l s . He noted tha t "adul t e d u c a t i o n a g e n c i e s 

emerged throughout the c o u n t r y at l o c a l , s t a t e and n a t i o n a l 

l e v e l s . " 2 3 6 In the second stage of development of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n C l a r k noted the emergence of s epara te p r i n c i p a l s i n 

main ly p a r t - t i m e p o s t s . In t h i s case i t i s r e a s o n a b l e to assume 

that the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t r e f e r r e d to by C l a r k i s an 

i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t s c h o o l at a host h i g h s c h o o l . 

C l a r k changed c o n t e x t s in h i s i l l u s t r a t i o n of t h i s second 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t a g e . He noted t h a t a l t h o u g h "evening s c h o o l 

c l a s s e s extended as f a r back as 1856 i n C a l i f o r n i a , and 1887 in 

Los A n g e l e s , " 2 3 7 and "the f i r s t s eparate even ing h i g h s c h o o l 

[was] e s t a b l i s h e d in Los Ange les i n 19 0 7," 2 3 8 i t wasn't u n t i l 

the 1947-8 academic year "that the l a r g e s t department in the 

s t a t e , (the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l 

2 3 3 I b i d . 

2 3 4 I b i d . , p . 27. 

2 3 5 I b i d . 

2 3 6 I b i d , p . 10. 

2 3 7 I b i d . , p . 6; E n r o l l m e n t i n 1887-8 was 30, I b i d . , 
p . 7. 

2 3 8 I b i d . 
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System) became c o m p l e t e l y manned by f u l l t i m e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . " 2 3 9 

The o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l e v e l s e x i s t i n g w i t h i n the Branch r e f e r r e d to 

by C l a r k , and which c o u l d be p e r t i n e n t in d e t e r m i n i n g the l e v e l 

of a p p l i c a t i o n , i n c l u d e the branch l e v e l i t s e l f , overseen by the 

S u p e r v i s o r of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h , the d i v i s i o n a l l e v e l 

where f u l l t i m e s u p e r v i s o r s e x i s t f o r Academic E d u c a t i o n , 

Homemaking, A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n and C i t i z e n s h i p and the 

A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n C e n t e r ; and the i n d i v i d u a l s c h o o l l e v e l where 

p r i n c i p a l s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs oversee t e a c h e r s , 

c o u n s e l o r s and c l e r k s . 

C l a r k ' s t h i r d stage away from the s t a t e of m a r g i n a l i t y was 

one i n which the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element had "become c o m p l e t e l y 

manned by f u l l t i m e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . " 2 " 0 H i s c o n t e x t u a l example of 

t h i s t h i r d s t a t e addresses the s t a t e of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

Branch of the Los Ange les School System where from 1947-8 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s h i r e d on a f u l l t i m e b a s i s became the r u l e . T h i s 

B r a n c h , r e f e r r e d to by C l a r k , was manned by the f u l l t i m e 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . H i s n o t a t i o n on C h a r t 2: O r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

S t r u c t u r e of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h , D i v i s i o n of E x t e n s i o n 

and Higher E d u c a t i o n , Los Ange les S c h o o l System, 1952-53, 

r e p o r t e d the e x i s t e n c e of " s e v e r a l p a r t - t i m e s u p e r v i s o r s (parent 

e d u c a t i o n , mus ic )" among the Branch a d m i n i s t r a t o r s who were not 

i n c l u d e d i n h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l d i a g r a m . 2 4 1 C l a r k summarized tha t 

2 3 9 I b i d . > p . 27. 

2 4 0 I b i d . 

2 4 ' S e e T a b l e 2 above . 
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the t r a n s i t i o n from p a r t - t i m e to f u l l t i m e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

appointments w i t h i n "the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments" was an 

"index" i n d i c a t i n g "that m a r g i n a l i t y has been reduced over the 

l a s t t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s . " 2 " 2 

C l a r k d i d not s p e c i f y of which a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments 

he wrote : the s u p p o r t , b u s i n e s s s e r v i c e , or e x e c u t i v e o f f i c e r 

d i v i s i o n s of the s t a t e system, the " o p e r a t i n g d i v i s i o n s , ' " 2 " 3 the 

A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h , the s u p e r v i s o r y d i v i s i o n s w i t h i n the 

B r a n c h , the t w e n t y - f o u r a d u l t s c h o o l s of the Los Ange les S c h o o l 

System, or any combinat ion of these o r g a n i z a t i o n a l departments . 

In q u o t a t i o n D5, C l a r k ' s o b s e r v a t i o n s of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element beg in on a s t a t e l e v e l . He d e s c r i b e d a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n as "a new a c t i v i t y w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n " and 

i d e n t i f i e d the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of tha t element as o c c u r r i n g 

w i t h i n the "school system" or p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h i n the 

s t a t e . 2 " " He noted the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of s e p a r a t e p r i n c i p a l s h i p s 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o c c u r r i n g a f t e r 1931, but r e p o r t e d that most 

of these p o s i t i o n s were p a r t - t i m e . I t appears tha t C l a r k was 

n o t i n g the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s e p a r a t i o n of h i g h s c h o o l s and t h e i r 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s which C l a r k i l l u s t r a t e d in 

h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c h a r t s 2 " 5 of the Los Ange les Schoo l System. 

2 " 2 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 27. 

2 " 3 I b i d . , p . 44.. 

2 " " l b i d . , p . 27. 

2 " 5 S e e T a b l e s 1 and 2 above; C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , pp . 
39-40. 
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Whereas most a d u l t s c h o o l s began under the immediate i n i t i a t i v e s 

of l o c a l s c h o o l s and s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s , C l a r k r e p o r t e d that in 

1952-3 the t w e n t y - f o u r p r i n c i p a l s of the Los Ange les Schoo l 

System were h i e r a r c h i c a l l y l i n k e d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y to the 

S u p e r v i s o r of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n r a t h e r than to p r i n c i p a l s of t h e i r 

immediate host i n s t i t u t i o n s , the t w e n t y - f o u r i n d i v i d u a l s c h o o l s 

of the system. 

Having n u m e r i c a l l y l i s t e d and expounded on three s o u r c e s , 

i n d i c e s , bases , or symptoms of m a r g i n a l i t y , C l a r k noted that 

there are s t i l l o ther i n d i c e s . 

(D6) 

A few o ther i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y are a v a i l a b l e . I t 
can be noted that the p r e s s u r e of economy-minded 
i n t e r e s t groups i s e s p e c i a l l y severe upon a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n . And, the economy recommendations of these 
groups take a s p e c i a l programmatic or "content" bent 
i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . Where economy at the o ther s c h o o l 
l e v e l s i s c e n t e r e d about p l a n t expans ion and t e a c h e r s ' 
s a l a r i e s , i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i t i s a matter of content 
and c l i e n t e l e c u r t a i l m e n t . Major segments of the 
program are not a c c e p t e d by these economy groups and 
t h e i r p r o s c r i p t i o n i s sought . Here i s a c l e a r index 
of the r e l a t i v e a c c e p t a b i l i t y of program c o n t e n t s of 
the v a r i o u s e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s by s t r o n g o u t s i d e 
s o c i a l f o r c e s . The program b u i l d i n g e f f o r t s of the 
a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s are s h a r p l y q u e s t i o n e d . 2 " 6 

In q u o t a t i o n D3, C l a r k ' s a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element was 

i d e n t i f i e d merely as "adul t e d u c a t i o n , " and h i s comparat ive 

e lements were "e lementary , h i g h s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e 

e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s . " 2 " 7 I t might be i n f e r r e d tha t at t h i s p o i n t 

C l a r k viewed the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element as an e d u c a t i o n a l 

2 " 6 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , pp . 28-29. 

2 4 7 I b i d . , pp . 25-6 . 
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l e v e l , i f one assumes that C l a r k ' s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y 

r e q u i r e comparison of p a r a l l e l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s f o r purposes 

of e s t a b l i s h i n g s t a t u s . In D - 6 , C l a r k compares what he 

c o n s i d e r s to be an index of m a r g i n a l i t y , as man i f e s t in the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement , to m a n i f e s t a t i o n of the v a r i a b l e in 

comparat ive e l ements . A g a i n , C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element as merely "adul t e d u c a t i o n . " 2 4 8 He i d e n t i f i e d 

the comparat ive e lements in q u o t a t i o n D 6 as "other s c h o o l 

l e v e l s , . " 2 4 9 i n d i c a t i n g tha t he viewed a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n the 

c o n t e x t of t h i s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y as a s c h o o l l e v e l . 

Schoo l l e v e l s and e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s might be c o n s i d e r e d to be 

synonymous i n s o f a r as s c h o o l l e v e l s are r e f l e c t i v e of 

e d u c a t i o n a l a t t a i n m e n t . 

As in q u o t a t i o n D 2 and D 3 , C l a r k appears to be e q u a t i n g 

" r e l a t i v e a c c e p t a b i l i t y " 2 5 0 w i th m a r g i n a l i t y i n t h i s q u o t a t i o n . 

He noted a d i s t i n c t i o n in the r e l a t i v e a c c e p t a b i l i t y to economy-

minded groups of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n program content and the content 

of programs "at the o ther s c h o o l l e v e l s . " 2 5 1 He noted that 

"major segments of the [ a d u l t e d u c a t i o n ] program are not 

a c c e p t e d by these economy groups and t h e i r p r o s c r i p t i o n i s 

s o u g h t . " 2 5 2 He d i d not i d e n t i f y the d i f f e r e n c e s i n the two types 

2 4 8 I b i d . , pp . 28-9 . 

2 4 9 I b i d . 

2 5 0 I b i d . 

2 5 ' I b i d . 
2 5 2 I b i d . 
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of program content which might account for the v a r i a t i o n in 

t h e i r a c c e p t a b i l i t y to the economy-minded i n t e r e s t g r o u p s , but 

he d i d i d e n t i f y a c t i o n s of economy-minded i n t e r e s t groups in 

r e g a r d to the two types of programs. In a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , 

economy measures focused on "content and c l i e n t e l e 

c u r t a i l m e n t . . . . E c o n o m y at the o ther s c h o o l l e v e l s i s c e n t e r e d 

about p l a n t expans ion and t e a c h e r ' s s a l a r i e s , " 2 5 3 s a i d C l a r k . 

I f the assumption i s made tha t C l a r k equated what he termed as 

"other s c h o o l l e v e l s " 2 5 " w i t h the "e lementary , h i g h s c h o o l , and 

j u n i o r c o l l e g e e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s " 2 5 5 he had w r i t t e n e a r l i e r in 

q u o t a t i o n D3, the t r a n s i t i o n can then be made in a p p l i c a t i o n of 

h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to c o n c l u d e that h i g h e r s t a t u s was 

a s s i g n e d to these u n i t s than to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement . 

C l a r k ' s next use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i d e n t i f i e s what he 

m a i n t a i n s i s the most important i n d i c a t o r of t h a t s t a t e of 

e x i s t e n c e : 

(D7) 

Perhaps the most important symptom of the presen t 
m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s i s the f e l t need, 
expres sed by a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , of h a v i n g to " s e l l " 
the program to the p u b l i c and e s p e c i a l l y to o ther 
e d u c a t o r s . T h i s sent iment e x i s t s very s t r o n g l y w i t h i n 
the ranks of the a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s in the Los 
Ange les department . I t s tands out i n the d i s c u s s i o n s 
and r e p o r t s of such s t a t e - w i d e groups as the 
C a l i f o r n i a A s s o c i a t i o n of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 
A d m i n i s t r a t o r s , and in the b u l l e t i n s of the Bureau of 
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n of the C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e Department of 

2 5 3 I b i d . 

2 5 " l b i d . 

2 5 5 I b i d . , pp . 25-6 . 
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E d u c a t i o n . 6 The a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s have not a r r i v e d 
at a p o i n t where they can r e l y upon a fundamental k i n d 
of acceptance by the g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n , and 
e s p e c i a l l y by key f i g u r e s i n the e d u c a t i o n a l h i e r a r c h y 
and i n the s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e . 

6 E . G . , see Bureau of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , Report and  
P r o c e e d i n g s of the Montec i t o Workshop in A d u l t  
E d u c a t i o n , ( C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e Department of E d u c a t i o n , 
1 9 5 2 ) , pp . 8 0 - 8 9 . 2 5 6 

Under h i s s e c t i o n heading "Sources and I n d i c e s of 

M a r g i n a l i t y , " 2 5 7 and which he r e i n t r o d u c e d as "bases and 

s y m p t o m s , " 2 5 8 C l a r k now l i s t s what he i d e n t i f i e s as the most 

important symptom of m a r g i n a l i t y . H i s use of the d e s c r i p t o r 

" p r e s e n t " 2 5 9 i n m o d i f i c a t i o n of h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y 

suggests the c u r r e n t nature of t h i s s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e . 

C l a r k used the terms " f e l t need" to i d e n t i f y h i s most 

important symptom of "present m a r g i n a l i t y . " 2 6 0 C l a r k was 

s u g g e s t i n g tha t the s t r o n g e r the p e r c e p t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t o r s 

tha t there i s a n e c e s s i t y to s e l l t h e i r program, the g r e a t e r the 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k in t h i s q u o t a t i o n s p e c i f i c a l l y mentioned three a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lements : "the Los Ange le s department ," and "such 

s t a t e - w i d e groups as the C a l i f o r n i a A s s o c i a t i o n of A d u l t 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r s " and "the Bureau of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n of the 

2 5 6 I b i d . , P . 2 9 . 

2 5 7 I b i d . , P . 2 5 . 

2 5 8 I b i d . , P- 2 6 . 

2 5 9 I b i d . , P- 2 9 . 

2 6 0 I b i d . 
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C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e Department of E d u c a t i o n . " 2 6 1 He d i d not 

s p e c i f i c a l l y i d e n t i f y i n which a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements h i s 

"most important symptom of the presen t m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n " o c c u r r e d , but noted tha t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s in the Los 

Ange le s department agreed wi th the importance he p l a c e d on h i s 

i d e n t i f i e d symptom of " f e l t need" and that the symptom stood out 

" in the d i s c u s s i o n s and r e p o r t s of such s t a t e - w i d e groups as the 

C a l i f o r n i a A s s o c i a t i o n of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t o r s , and in 

the b u l l e t i n s of the Bureau of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n of the C a l i f o r n i a 

S t a t e Department of E d u c a t i o n . " 2 6 2 I t i s u n c e r t a i n whether 

C l a r k ' s symptom was of a c o n d i t i o n e x i s t e n t w i t h i n the two 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s or whether i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h i n these o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

agreed that the f e l t need "expressed by a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , of 

h a v i n g to ' s e l l ' the program to the p u b l i c and e s p e c i a l l y to 

o ther educators" was the most important symptom and r e p o r t s 

t h e r e o f s tood out " in the d i s c u s s i o n and r e p o r t s of such s t a t e 

wide groups" as the two n a m e d . 2 6 3 

When C l a r k r e f e r s to "adul t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s " 2 6 " i t i s 

assumed that he i s r e f e r r i n g to a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n u n i t s and s u b u n i t s r a t h e r than to a l l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . 

He notes that these a d m i n i s t r a t o r s "have not a r r i v e d at a p o i n t 

where they can r e l y upon a fundamental k i n d of acceptance by the 

2 6 1 I b i d . , p . 29. 
2 6 2 I b i d . 

2 6 3 I b i d . 

2 6 " l b i d . 
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g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n , and e s p e c i a l l y by key f i g u r e s in the 

e d u c a t i o n a l h i e r a r c h y and in the s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e . " 2 6 5 The way 

i n which a d m i n i s t r a t o r s p e r c e i v e they can ach ieve t h i s 

acceptance i s through s e l l i n g t h e i r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs to 

the groups which have been i d e n t i f i e d . C l a r k noted that the 

symptom i s the f e l t need of a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s hav ing to s e l l 

"the • program to the p u b l i c and e s p e c i a l l y to o ther 

e d u c a t o r s . " 2 6 6 

In q u o t a t i o n D7 C l a r k wrote of a c c e p t a n c e , t h i s time by the 

"genera l p o p u l a t i o n , and e s p e c i a l l y by key f i g u r e s in the 

e d u c a t i o n a l h i e r a r c h y and in the s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e . " 2 6 7 I t 

appears a g a i n , as- i n 1 q u o t a t i o n s D2, D3, and D6, tha t C l a r k i s 

e q u a t i n g a s t a t e of l i m i t e d acceptance w i t h a s t a t e of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

In r e f e r e n c e to q u o t a t i o n D7, C l a r k p r o f f e r e d the f o l l o w i n g 

c l a r i f i c a t i o n : 

(D8) 

We are r e f e r r i n g here p r i m a r i l y to acceptance of the 
e d u c a t i o n a l worth of the program and i t s proper p l a c e 
in the e d u c a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e . To the extent the 
program's e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e i s judged to be low, 
r e l a t i v e to o ther uses of s c h o o l monies , the p o s i t i o n 
and power of the a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s i s b u i l t on 
i n s e c u r e grounds . M a r g i n a l i t y d i r e c t l y c o n t r i b u t e s to 
i n s e c u r i t y . In our- i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
development , we p o s i t t h a t the key to the i n s e c u r i t y 
of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a g e n c i e s i s a r e l a t i v e l y low degree 
of a c c e p t a n c e . The l o n g - t e r m o r g a n i z a t i o n a l problem 
of the a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s i s , t h e n , to ach i eve a 

2 6 5 I b i d . 

2 6 6 I b i d . 

2 6 7 I b i d . 
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w e l l - a c c e p t e d p o s i t i o n in the e d u c a t i o n a l h i e r a r c h y . 
The importance of g a i n i n g a f u l l y l e g i t i m i z e d p o s i t i o n 
has been r e c o g n i z e d by many spokesmen for the f i e l d . 
T h i s l o n g - t e r m e f f o r t f or acceptance i s , i n i t s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l meaning, a s t r u g g l e for o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
s e c u r i t y and s t a b i l i t y . E n d u r i n g s e c u r i t y for the 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s h inges upon the acceptance of t h e i r 
work as e d u c a t i o n a l l y v a l u a b l e . 2 6 8 

C l a r k i n d i c a t e s tha t in the two p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n s (D7, D8) 

"We are r e f e r r i n g . . . p r i m a r i l y to acceptance of the e d u c a t i o n a l 

worth of the program and i t s proper p l a c e in the e d u c a t i o n a l 

s t r u c t u r e . " 2 6 9 C l a r k ' s use of the phrase "proper p l a c e " 2 7 0 

suggests a v a l u e judgment by C l a r k that there i s an a p p r o p r i a t e 

s t a t u s w i t h i n e d u c a t i o n for an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement , be the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element a "program," or " a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

a g e n c i e s . " 2 7 1 Whether t h i s proper p l a c e i s one on par w i t h what 

might be c o n s i d e r e d to be pr imary u n i t s , or one of s u p e r i o r i t y 

over comparat ive e lements i s p r e s c r i b e d by C l a r k . I t i s c l e a r 

tha t C l a r k viewed s t a t e s of m a r g i n a l i t y i n a n e g a t i v e sense . 

In q u o t a t i o n D8 C l a r k may be e q u a t i n g m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h "a 

r e l a t i v e l y low degree of a c c e p t a n c e . " 2 7 2 He noted tha t 

" m a r g i n a l i t y d i r e c t l y c o n t r i b u t e s to i n s e c u r i t y . " 2 7 3 C l a r k then 

p o s i t s tha t i n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l development "the key to the 

i n s e c u r i t y of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a g e n c i e s i s a r e l a t i v e l y low degree 

D i s s e r t a t i o n , p p . 29-30 . 

p . 29. 

2 6 8 C l a r k , 

2 6 9 I b i d . , 

2 7 0 I b i d . 

2 7 1 I b i d . 

2 7 2 I b i d . 

2 7 3 I b i d . 
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of a c c e p t a n c e . " 2 7 " I f one assumes that m a r g i n a l i t y , which C l a r k 

i d e n t i f i e d as a c o n t r i b u t o r to i n s e c u r i t y , i s what he l a t e r 

r e f e r r e d to as the key to i n s e c u r i t y , then m a r g i n a l i t y would be 

the e q u i v a l e n t of "a r e l a t i v e l y low degree of a c c e p t a n c e . " 2 7 5 

C l a r k i s ambiguous as to whether he equates m a r g i n a l i t y wi th "a 

r e l a t i v e l y low degree of acceptance" or whether he views both "a 

r e l a t i v e l y low degree of acceptance" and the "low p o s i t i o n and 

power of a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s " 2 7 6 as sources or i n d i c e s of 

s t a t u s . In the event C l a r k views the two v a r i a b l e s as sources 

of m a r g i n a l i t y , there are f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n s as to whether he 

views the two v a r i a b l e s as d i s t i n c t sources or as r e l a t e d 

v a r i a b l e s which toge ther c o n s t i t u t e a source of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k uses the term acceptance four t imes i n q u o t a t i o n D8, 

but twice w i t h i n the same q u o t a t i o n he uses the concept of 

s t a t u s , e v i d e n t l y e q u a t i n g the two c o n c e p t s . H i s r e f e r e n c e to a 

"proper p l a c e i n the e d u c a t i o n s t r u c t u r e " 2 7 7 f or an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n program suggests an ass ignment of s t a t u s . J u d g i n g the 

e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n program lower than the 

e d u c a t i o n a l va lue of comparat ive e lements i s the second 

a p p l i c a t i o n of the concept of s t a t u s . 

C l a r k l a b e l e d the s e c t i o n i n which the p r e c e d i n g uses of 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y appear as "Sources and I n d i c e s of 

2 7 " l b i d . 

2 7 5 I b i d . 

2 7 6 I b i d . , p . 30. 

2 7 7 I b i d . 
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M a r g i n a l i t y , " 2 7 8 and used the s e c t i o n to i d e n t i f y what he 

b e l i e v e s are sources and i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y wi thout 

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g among s o u r c e s , i n d i c e s , bases , symptoms, or 

ev idences of m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k i n q u o t a t i o n D8 i d e n t i f i e d 

m a r g i n a l i t y as a c o n t r i b u t o r to i n s e c u r i t y . 

C l a r k ' s c o n t e x t u a l focus s h i f t s from "programs" to 

" p o s i t i o n and power of a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s " to " a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

a g e n c i e s . " 2 7 9 C l a r k does not announce whether he i s a d d r e s s i n g 

the m a r g i n a l i t y and i n s e c u r i t y of programs, a g e n c i e s , or tha t of 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . He does c l a r i f y the focus to some extent when 

he notes tha t "Endur ing s e c u r i t y for the a d m i n i s t r a t o r s h inges 

upon the acceptance of t h e i r work as e d u c a t i o n a l l y v a l u a b l e . " 2 8 0 

He appears to be s u g g e s t i n g t h a t s e c u r i t y of both a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n programs and t h e i r a d m i n i s t r a t o r s h inges upon the 

acceptance by other e d u c a t o r s of the v a l u e of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n c u r r i c u l a . 

C l a r k ' s next four uses (D9-D12) of the term m a r g i n a l i t y 

appear i n h i s d i s c u s s i o n of what he terms the "enro l lment 

e c o n o m y . " 2 8 1 An i n t r o d u c t i o n to C l a r k ' s e n r o l l m e n t economy 

concept s erves as a b a s i s for u n d e r s t a n d i n g h i s r e l a t e d concepts 

of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

The l e v e l of s t a t e support of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs 

2 7 8 I b i d . , p . 25-31 . 

2 7 9 I b i d . , pp . 29-30. 

2 8 0 I b i d . , p . 30. 

2 8 1 I b i d . , pp . 31-6 . 
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w i t h i n C a l i f o r n i a was de termined by a t t endance s t a t i s t i c s from 

each s c h o o l d i s t r i c t for the p r e c e d i n g y e a r . A d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t s were, t h e r e f o r e , under p r e s s u r e to m a i n t a i n h i g h 

a t tendance which can r e s u l t in a l e v e l of s t a t e support e q u a l to 

the p r o r a t e d c o s t of p r o v i d i n g a d u l t c o u r s e s , or to make a 

p r o f i t through h i g h e n r o l l m e n t s i n low c o s t programs, a l l o w i n g 

the s c h o o l s to c l a i m more reimbursement than the a c t u a l expenses 

they i n c u r r e d through o p e r a t i n g the a d u l t programs. U n l i k e 

e lementary and secondary e d u c a t i o n where a t tendance i s 

compul sory , a d u l t s , w i th few e x c e p t i o n s , are f r e e to e n r o l l or 

withdraw at w i l l . "Thi s c o n f l u e n c e of s t a t e support w i th the 

na ture of the s c h o o l ' s c l i e n t e l e " , C l a r k has "termed the 

' e n r o l l m e n t economy' of the a d u l t s c h o o l s . " 2 8 2 T h i s e n r o l l m e n t 

economy, a c c o r d i n g to C l a r k , was an i n t e r n a l o p e r a t i n g p r e s s u r e 

of the a d u l t s c h o o l s i n h i s case s tudy and was of p r i m a r y 

concern for t h e i r s u r v i v a l and s e c u r i t y . 

The e n r o l l m e n t economy r e f l e c t s the p r e s s u r e s upon the 

a d u l t s c h o o l s to p r o v i d e a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c o u r s e s at lower c o s t s 

than the s t a t e l e v e l of reimbursement by i n c r e a s i n g e n r o l l m e n t s 

to the p r o f i t l e v e l in a system which re imburses on the b a s i s of 

s t u d e n t s ' a t t endance h o u r s . Whi le i n s t r u c t i o n a l expenses per 

c o u r s e remain r e l a t i v e l y c o n s t a n t , revenue i n c r e a s e s w i t h 

i n c r e a s e d course r e g i s t r a t i o n s . Maintenance c o s t s for 

f a c i l i t i e s are e s s e n t i a l l y c o n s t a n t as numbers of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n c o u r s e s i n c r e a s e . Maintenance c o s t per a t tendance 

2 I b i d . , p . 35. 
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hour d e c r e a s e s wi th i n c r e a s e d e n r o l l m e n t per course whi l e 

reimbursement per a t tendance hour remains c o n s t a n t , and a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n c o u r s e s u t i l i z e f a c i l i t i e s d u r i n g hours d i f f e r e n t from 

those hours r e q u i r e d for e lementary and secondary e d u c a t i o n 

c o u r s e s . C l a r k f e l t tha t the i n v l u e n c e of the e n r o l l m e n t 

economy was a major i n f l u e n c e on a d u l t e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n the Los 

Ange les Schoo l System. 

As mentioned e a r l i e r , C l a r k ' s next four uses of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y , a l l of which appear in two c o n s e c u t i v e p a r a g r a p h s , 

are used to enhance u n d e r s t a n d i n g of h i s e n r o l l m e n t economy 

c o n c e p t . 

( D 9 , D 1 0 , D 1 1 , and D 1 2 ) 

The e n r o l l m e n t economy needs to be unders tood i n 
r e l a t i o n to o ther c o n d i t i o n s . Here the m a r g i n a l i t y of 
a d u l t e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n s c h o o l systems i s r e l e v a n t , 
i . e . , the g r e a t e r the m a r g i n a l i t y , the more the 
p r e s s u r e s of the e n r o l l m e n t economy are l i k e l y to p l a y 
an important r o l e . L o c a l s c h o o l systems w i l l not 
c o n t r i b u t e h e a v i l y to a program they on ly weakly 
a c c e p t ; and , where i n s e c u r e because of m a r g i n a l 
s t a t u s , program a d m i n i s t r a t o r s are more s u s c e p t i b l e to 
the p r e s s u r e s of the e n r o l l m e n t economy. The 
m a r g i n a l i t y of t h i s program, through i t s impact upon 
the s e c u r i t y and power of the a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , d i r e c t l y 
c o n d i t i o n s the s e v e r i t y of the e n r o l l m e n t economy 
p r e s s u r e s . 

Of no l e s s importance i n t h i s c o n t e x t are the 
s t a t e d goa l s of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l e a d e r s h i p . 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e purpose p l a y s an important r o l e i n 
r e l a t i o n to these o p e r a t i n g p r e s s u r e s . In the 
f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n , the man i f e s t g o a l s of a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n are a n a l y z e d . T h i s d i s c u s s i o n w i l l then 
p r o v i d e us w i t h a c o n f i g u r a t i o n of t h r e e h i s t o r i c a l 
c o n d i t i o n s , e . g . , the m a r g i n a l i t y of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
p o s i t i o n , the p r e s s u r e s of the e n r o l l m e n t economy, and 
the p o t e n t i a l e f f e c t ' of the s t a t e d ends of the 

2 8 3 I b i d . , pp . 35-6. 
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p r o g r a m . 2 8 3 

In these paragraphs C l a r k appears to d e f i n e m a r g i n a l i t y in 

two ways. H i s s ta tement , tha t " l o c a l s choo l systems w i l l not 

c o n t r i b u t e h e a v i l y to a program they on ly weakly a c c e p t " 2 8 " 

might be unders tood in the contex t of the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n s 

to be a d e f i n i t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y as weak a c c e p t a n c e . H i s use 

of the terms "margina l s t a t u s , " 2 8 5 i s unders tood as an 

e q u i v a l e n t of one of h i s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k does 

not appear to d i s t i n g u i s h among the concepts of acceptance and 

s t a t u s and appears to use both to d e f i n e h i s concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k appears to be s a y i n g that m a r g i n a l i t y i n f l u e n c e s the 

s e c u r i t y and the s u s c e p t i b i l i t y of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element to 

the f o r c e s of an e n r o l l m e n t economy. He l i s t s " m a r g i n a l i t y of 

an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n " 2 8 6 as one of three " h i s t o r i c a l 

c o n d i t i o n s " which he says "ex i s t as ' g i v e n s ' f or the d e c i s i o n s 

made in the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments of 

s c h o o l s y s t e m s . " 2 8 7 C l a r k wrote tw ice of these three h i s t o r i c a l 

c o n d i t i o n s which he i d e n t i f i e d as o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , 

the p r e s s u r e s of the e n r o l l m e n t economy and the p o t e n t i a l e f f e c t 

of the formal g o a l s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . He t r e a t e d the three 

c o n d i t i o n s as m u t u a l l y e x c l u s i v e . In q u o t a t i o n D 1 2 he 

3 6 . 

2 4 . 

2 8 " l b i d . , p . 

2 8 5 I b i d . 

2 8 6 I b i d . 

2 8 7 I b i d . , p . 
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i d e n t i f i e d the same h i s t o r i c a l c o n d i t i o n as "the m a r g i n a l i t y of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n " 2 8 8 w i t h i n the p u b l i c s c h o o l framework. 

One might t h e r e f o r e unders tand C l a r k ' s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to 

be r e s t r i c t e d to o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n w i t h i n p u b l i c s c h o o l 

frameworks. C l a r k may be f u r t h e r i n t e r p r e t e d as s a y i n g that 

m a r g i n a l i t y i s a low l e v e l of acceptance or s t a t u s based on 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n w i t h i n the p u b l i c s c h o o l framework. 

In term uses D10 and D11 the term m a r g i n a l i t y i s used to 

emphasize the r e l a t i o n s h i p between the concept and an e n r o l l m e n t 

economy. Both s t a t e tha t m a r g i n a l i t y c o n t r o l s the " s e v e r i t y " 2 8 9 

of an e n r o l l m e n t economy. C l a r k ' s use of the term s e v e r i t y 

r a t h e r than i n t e n s i t y c o u l d be unders tood to mean t h a t he viewed 

a s t a t e of m a r g i n a l i t y as a n e g a t i v e or d e t r i m e n t a l c o n d i t i o n . 

Both usages address themselves to a s i n g l e program. 

As s t a t e d by C l a r k , "The m a r g i n a l i t y of t h i s program, 

through i t s impact upon the s e c u r i t y and power of the 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , d i r e c t l y c o n d i t i o n s the s e v e r i t y of the 

e n r o l l m e n t economy p r e s s u r e s . " 2 9 0 

An attempt was made to determine whether C l a r k a p p l i e d h i s 

concept of m a r g i n a l i t y , d e f i n e d as i n f e r i o r s t a t u s , to d i f f e r e n t 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements from those e lements to which he a p p l i e d 

h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y , d e f i n e d as weaker a c c e p t a n c e . C l a r k 

does not seem to d i s t i n g u i s h among concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y used 

2 8 8 I b i d . , 

2 8 9 I b i d . 

2 9 0 I b i d . 

p . 36. 
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w i t h i n the two paragraphs in which term uses D9 through D12 

o c c u r , d e s p i t e the c o n c e p t u a l d i f f e r e n c e between h i s concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y based on acceptance and h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y 

based on s t a t u s . The nature of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element a l s o 

appears to be a d i s t i n g u i s h i n g f e a t u r e among concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h i n the two p a r a g r a p h s . Whi le C l a r k 

c l a i m s a common contex t for both p a r a g r a p h s , h i s r e f e r e n c e to 

d i s t i n c t l y d i f f e r i n g a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements may represen t 

c o n t e x t u a l v a r i a t i o n s in what was announced by C l a r k as a common 

c o n t e x t . C l a r k f i r s t v e f e r s to "the m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n s c h o o l s y s t e m s . " 2 9 1 The m u l t i t u d e of e lements 

which might be denoted as a d u l t e d u c a t i o n appear to be 

r e s t r i c t e d o n l y by the c o n t e x t of s c h o o l sys tems . I f one 

d e f i n e s m a r g i n a l i t y as "marg ina l s t a t u s , " " 9 2 which appears to be 

one of C l a r k ' s d e f i n i t i o n s of the term, then C l a r k has 

i d e n t i f i e d the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element as both a "program" and 

as "program a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . " 2 9 3 Q u o t a t i o n D12 addresses the 

" m a r g i n a l i t y of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n . " 2 9 4 W i t h i n the contex t 

of these four term uses , C l a r k has a p p l i e d m a r g i n a l i t y d i r e c t l y 

to a program, a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , and to an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n . 

C l a r k next used the term m a r g i n a l i t y to d e s i g n a t e a contex t 

i n which a number of p a r t i c u l a r o p e r a t i n g p r o c e d u r e s had a r i s e n . 

2 9 1 I b i d . , p . 35; term use D9. 

2 9 2 I b i d . , p . 36. 

2 9 3 I b i d . 

2 9 4 I b i d . 
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H i s statement i n f e r s a c a u s a l r e l a t i o n s h i p between the 

c o n d i t i o n , i d e n t i f i e d as m a r g i n a l i t y , and the r e s u l t - - a set of 

o p e r a t i n g p r o c e d u r e s . In h i s d i s c u s s i o n of a d u l t s c h o o l 

o p e r a t i n g p r o c e d u r e s , C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d two s u b s e t s : those where 

" r u l e s of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e thought and a c t i o n stem from s t a t e d 

p o l i c i e s of the Board of E d u c a t i o n , " and those " o p e r a t i n g 

p r o c e d u r e s t h a t have a r i s e n from p r a c t i c e but around which there 

i s consensus among the a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s [ s i c ] . " 2 9 5 

C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d two o p e r a t i n g p o l i c i e s of the a d u l t 

s c h o o l s : the p o l i c y of s e t t i n g "a c l a s s - s i z e minimum for the 

i n t r o d u c t i o n and maintenance of c o u r s e s , " 2 9 6 and the no - f ee 

p o l i c y . 2 9 7 S t a n d a r d o p e r a t i n g p r o c e d u r e s i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k for 

i n t r o d u c t i o n of c o u r s e s in a d u l t s c h o o l s were those of s e t t i n g 

minimum e n r o l l m e n t l e v e l s for i n i t i a t i o n of c o u r s e s , and u s i n g 

s i g n up l i s t s and group p e t i t i o n s . 2 9 8 

C l a r k a l s o i d e n t i f i e d s t a n d a r d o p e r a t i n g p r o c e d u r e s which 

concern c l a s s s i z e and d u r a t i o n which he p e r c e i v e d arose from 

the c o n t e x t of m a r g i n a l i t y : e n r o l l m e n t and wi thdrawal tend to be 

open-ended; homework tends not to be r e q u i r e d ; no examinat ions 

are a g e n e r a l r u l e ; c o u r s e s tend to be shor tened or are run on a 

condensed s c h e d u l e ; c l a s s r o o m s e s s i o n s tend to be packaged as 

complete or independent u n i t s i n o r d e r to accommodate open-ended 

2 9 5 I b i d . , P . 53. 

2 9 6 I b i d . , pp . 53- 8. 

2 9 7 I b i d . , p p . 58- 62. 

2 9 8 I b i d . , p p . 62- •3. 
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en trance and w i t h d r a w a l ; c l a s s work tends to be both independent 

and s e l f - p a c e d ; r e v o l v i n g - m e m b e r s h i p type c l a s s e s where s tudent s 

enter and e x i t at w i l l to complete s p e c i f i c s e t s of 

i n s t r u c t i o n a l u n i t s are o f f e r e d ; en trance requirements are 

f r e q u e n t l y n o n - e x i s t e n t , c o u r s e s are combined when expedient f o r 

maintenance of minimum c l a s s s i z e , n e c e s s i t a t i n g i n c r e a s e d 

i n d i v i d u a l and group i n s t r u c t i o n in l i e u of c l a s s r o o m 

i n s t r u c t i o n ; • s e n s i t i v i t y to an e n r o l l m e n t economy where c o u r s e s 

are i n i t i a t e d and c a n c e l l e d a c c o r d i n g to e n r o l l m e n t demands i s 

i n c r e a s e d ; c o u r s e s are t a i l o r e d for s p e c i f i c o r g a n i z a t i o n s ; and 

e n r o l l m e n t i s used as the s t a n d a r d f o r course and t eacher 

e v a l u a t i o n . 2 9 9 

In r e g a r d to the p r e c e d i n g o p e r a t i n g p o l i c i e s and 

p r o c e d u r e s , C l a r k warned t h a t : 

(D13) 

I t shou l d be unders tood t h a t these o p e r a t i n g 
procedures have a r i s e n i n the c o n t e x t of d i f f u s e d , 
openended [ s i c ] program g o a l s and the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t s c h o o l s . These c o n d i t i o n s h o l d , 
in g e n e r a l , for the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h , though i t 
has the l a r g e s t p u b l i c - s c h o o l program i n the c o u n t r y . 
To i n d i c a t e the p e r i p h e r a l n e s s by budget s i z e of t h i s 
a c t i v i t y , the a d u l t s c h o o l program i s a two to three 
per cent budget i t e m . The t o t a l d i r e c t expenses of 
the program in 1952-1953 were $2 ,494 ,789 .97 in a 
s c h o o l budget of a p p r o x i m a t e l y one hundred and 
e i g h t e e n m i l l i o n . 1 6 Among the t w e n t y - f o u r a d u l t 
s c h o o l s , d i r e c t e x p e n d i t u r e s ranged from $50,205.66 to 
$ 1 3 5 , 7 7 2 . 5 7 . 1 7 In s i z e of a t t e n d a n c e , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 
amounted to 11,176 ADA u n i t s out of a t o t a l of 366,378 
for the s c h o o l sys tem, or 3.05% 1 8 T a b l e 3 i n d i c a t e s 
that the s i z e of the program, u s i n g ADA as a 
comparat ive measure, has v a r i e d from 1.79% to 3.89% of 
the t o t a l s c h o o l system in the p e r i o d 1925-26 to 1952-

2 9 9 I b i d . , pp . 63-4 . 
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53. When we compare program s i z e in 1952-53 wi th 
t w e n t y - f i v e years ago, we seen that the program has 
m a i n t a i n e d about the same r e l a t i v e s i z e in the s c h o o l 
system. The a d u l t s c h o o l s have grown p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y 
to the o v e r - a l l i n c r e a s e in an expanding system. 

1 C o n t r o l l e r ' s Annual F i n a n c i a l Report for the  
F i s e a l Year Ending June 30, 1953. Board of E d u c a t i o n 
of the C i t y of Los A n g e l e s , J u l y 30, 1953. 

1 E x p e n d i t u r e s C l a s s i f i e d by S c h o o l s , Schoo l Year  
1952-1953. Los Angeles . C i t y Schoo l D i s t r i c t s . 

1 C o n t r o l l e r ' s R e p o r t , op. c i t . 3 0 0 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t s c h o o l s has been noted 

by C l a r k i n the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n as one of two c o n t e x t s in 

which the o p e r a t i n g p o l i c i e s and procedures a r o s e . C l a r k 

a p p a r e n t l y w r i t e s about the m a r g i n a l i t y of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l System through paragraph D13 

and denotes the Branch through use of the terms, a c t i v i t y , a d u l t 

s c h o o l program, program, 24 a d u l t s c h o o l s , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , and 

a d u l t s c h o o l s . C l a r k makes no d i s t i n c t i o n s in t h i s paragraph 

among the terms he uses to denote the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of 

the Los Ange les Schoo l System--he appears to use them 

synonymously. 

C l a r k uses the t erm, p e r i p h e r a l n e s s , as a synonym of 

m a r g i n a l i t y as he r e p o r t s i n d i c e s of p e r i p h e r a l n e s s based on 

r a t i o s of budget s i z e . He uses "the t o t a l s c h o o l sys tem," which 

he r e f e r s to twice as "the s c h o o l system" and once as merely the 

" s y s t e m , " 3 0 1 as h i s u n i t f o r c o m p a r i s o n . 

3 0 0 I b i d . , p . 70. 

3 0 ' I b i d . 
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Because of the i m p r e c i s i o n of C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g , s e v e r a l 

assumptions are made. The f i r s t i s that C l a r k used the terms 

p e r i p h e r a l n e s s and m a r g i n a l i t y synonymously . The A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n Branch noted by C l a r k as "the l a r g e s t p u b l i c - s c h o o l 

program in the c o u n t r y " 3 0 2 i s assumed to be the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

Branch of the Los Ange les School System. An assumpt ion i s a l s o 

made that the "system," "school sys tem," and " t o t a l s choo l 

s y s t e m " 3 0 3 noted by C l a r k i s the Los Ange les S c h o o l System and 

tha t in t h i s c o n t e x t of use , i t c o n s t i t u t e s the p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h i n which the comparat ive e lements are 

c o n t a i n e d . 

Because C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d p e r i p h e r a l n e s s as demonstrated by 

"budget s i z e , " 3 0 " one might expect a r e p o r t i n g of the a b s o l u t e 

magnitude of the v a r i a b l e p r e s e n t in the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t . C l a r k expressed the index as an e s t i m a t e d r a t i o 

between budget a l l o c a t e d the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element to that 

a l l o t e d to the t o t a l system. The e s t i m a t e d r a t i o was expressed 

as a percentage and i n t h e o r y i s i n d i c a t i v e of the r e l a t i v e 

s t a t u s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t to the t o t a l system for the 

p a r t i c u l a r i n d e x . 

C l a r k r e - e x p r e s s e d t h i s same index r a t i o i n d o l l a r s , 

$ 2 , 4 9 4 , 7 8 9 . 9 7 : 1 1 8 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 . He thereby opened the door in h i s 

c o n c e p t u a l framework to the assessment of the m a r g i n a l i t y of 

3 0 2 I b i d . 

3 0 3 I b i d . 

3 0 f l I b i d . 
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a d u l t s c h o o l s c o l l e c t i v e l y through r e p o r t i n g the r a t i o of t h e i r 

budgets to the t o t a l e d u c a t i o n a l budget . An e x t e n s i o n of 

C l a r k ' s l o g i c would be tha t a r a t i o of the d i r e c t e x p e n d i t u r e s 

of an i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t s c h o o l to the d i r e c t e x p e n d i t u r e s of the 

t o t a l system, in t h i s case to tha t of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch 

of the Los Ange les School System, would be an index of the 

m a r g i n a l i t y of a p a r t i c u l a r a d u l t s c h o o l . 

C l a r k ' s second i d e n t i f i e d v a r i a b l e i n q u o t a t i o n D13 i s " 

s i z e of a t t e n d a n c e . " 3 0 5 H i s r e p o r t e d u n i t of measurement for 

t h i s a l l e g e d index of m a r g i n a l i t y was the average d a i l y 

a t tendance (ADA) u n i t . I d e n t i f y i n g the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t 

merely as "adul t e d u c a t i o n , " C l a r k r e p o r t e d the r a t i o of ADA 

u n i t s both i n r e l a t i o n to the t o t a l ADA of the s c h o o l d i s t r i c t 

(11,176:366,378) and as a percentage ( 3 . 0 5 % ) . 3 0 6 I t i s assumed 

that h i s i n t e n t i o n was s t i l l to r e p o r t the m a r g i n a l i t y of the 

A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l System to the 

t o t a l Los Ange les School System. He f u r t h e r r e p o r t e d tha t the 

v a r i a t i o n of t h i s r a t i o , expressed as a p e r c e n t a g e , d u r i n g the 

y e a r s 1925-6 to 1952-3 ranged from 1.79 percent to 3.89 p e r c e n t . 

C l a r k summarized the paragraph somewhat i m p r e c i s e l y n o t i n g tha t 

over the t w e n t y - f i v e year p e r i o d the "adul t s c h o o l s have grown 

p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y to the o v e r - a l l i n c r e a s e in an expanding 

s y s t e m . " 3 0 7 A l t h o u g h C l a r k now i d e n t i f i e s the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

3 0 5 I b i d . 

3 0 6 I b i d . 

3 0 7 I b i d . 
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element as a d u l t s c h o o l s r a t h e r than as the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l System, i t i s d o u b t f u l tha t he 

in tended to make a d i s t i n c t i o n . F u r t h e r m o r e , because the r a t i o 

of ADA u n i t s generated by the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t to the ADA 

u n i t s generated by the e n t i r e system remained r e l a t i v e l y 

c o n s t a n t over the t w e n t y - f i v e year p e r i o d , the i m p l i c a t i o n s of 

r e p o r t i n g t h i s s t a b l e v a r i a b l e as an index of m a r g i n a l i t y i s 

that the m a r g i n a l i t y or the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t has l i k e w i s e 

been r e l a t i v e l y s t a b l e . 

C l a r k ' s f i n a l four usages of the term m a r g i n a l i t y occur i n 

a s e c t i o n of h i s Di s s e r t a t ion which he has l a b e l e d : 

(D14) 

The E f f e c t of M a r g i n a l i t y 3 0 8 

In q u o t a t i o n D15, C l a r k seems to be e x p r e s s i n g a 

v a l u e , tha t va lue be ing tha t a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a c t i o n i s 

c a l l e d for wherever i n s e c u r i t y i s pre sen t w i t h i n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

(D15) 

Where o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n i s i n s e c u r e , then a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
thought and a c t i o n needs to be o r i e n t e d toward r e d u c i n g that 
i n s e c u r i t y . M a r g i n a l i t y of a " f u n c t i o n " means t h a t the need for 
adjustments c o n t r i b u t i n g to s e c u r i t y i s s t r e n g t h e n e d . In t h i s 
way a m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n d i r e c t l y c o n t r i b u t e s to an u n c o n t r o l l e d 
e v o l u t i o n . There i s a g r e a t e r need to a d a p t , on o ther p e o p l e ' s 
terms i f n e c e s s a r y , and l e s s l i k e l i h o o d tha t change w i l l be 
c o n t r o l l e d from w i t h i n . For a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , a m a r g i n a l 
p o s i t i o n i n s c h o o l systems i n c r e a s e s the s e n s i t i v i t y of the 
program to v o c a l i z e d p u b l i c demands. The a d u l t s c h o o l s have a 
s t r o n g need for o u t s i d e i n t e r e s t and s u p p o r t ; t h e i r product i s 
then l e s s l i k e l y to be m a i n t a i n e d in " i n t e r n a l " terms of the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p e r s o n n e l . The autonomy of the o r g a n i z a t i o n i s 
reduced and d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g i s more s u b j e c t to the p r e s s u r e of 

I b i d . , pp . • 172-3. 
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ad hoc d e m a n d s . 3 0 9 

In t h i s q u o t a t i o n C l a r k a p p l i e s h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y 

to s c h o o l systems. He appears to be s a y i n g tha t the "e f fec t" of 

m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n s c h o o l systems i n c r e a s e s program 

" s e n s i t i v i t y " to " v o c a l i z e d p u b l i c d e m a n d s . " 3 1 0 When he speaks 

of "a m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n " d i r e c t l y c o n t r i b u t i n g to "an 

u n c o n t r o l l e d e v o l u t i o n " he speaks from the p o s i t i o n of an 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r r a t h e r than from the p o s i t i o n of the p u b l i c who 

may or may not have g a i n e d v a r y i n g degrees of c o n t r o l over the 

p r o g r a m . 3 1 1 

C l a r k ' s r e f e r e n c e to the " M a r g i n a l i t y of a ' f u n c t i o n ' " 3 1 2 

i s h i s o n l y i d e n t i f i e d a p p l i c a t i o n of the term to a f u n c t i o n . 

T h i s use by C l a r k i s to be unders tood in an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

contex t because of h i s r e f e r e n c e s to . o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n , 

" p o s i t i o n in s c h o o l sys tems," and "adul t s c h o o l s . " 3 1 3 C l a r k ' s 

use of the term f u n c t i o n i s p r o b l e m a t i c . Does he mean through 

use of the term tha t "the normal c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a c t i o n " of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n , an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l mandate, or a " th ing tha t depends 

on and v a r i e s w i t h something e l s e " ? 3 1 " The meaning of C l a r k ' s 

d i s c u s s i o n can be i n t e r p r e t e d i n a v a r i e t y of ways depending on 

the d e f i n i t i o n used . S ince m a r g i n a l i t y c o n t r i b u t e s to 

3 0 9 I b i d . , p . 53. 

3 1 0 I b i d . 

3 1 1 I b i d . 

3 1 2 I b i d . 

3 1 3 I b i d . 

3 1 * W e b s t e r , 1973, s . v . " f u n c t i o n " . 
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i n s e c u r i t y and i n s e c u r i t y can be a f f e c t e d through a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

a c t i o n , C l a r k appears to be i m p l y i n g tha t m a r g i n a l i t y can a l s o 

be a f f e c t e d through a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a c t i o n . 

I t would appear tha t m a r g i n a l i t y was viewed by C l a r k to be 

a n e g a t i v e c o n d i t i o n which must be d e a l t w i th and reduced for 

the sake of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o n t r o l and w e l l 

b e i n g . Increased m a r g i n a l i t y meant i n c r e a s e d i n t e r e s t group 

c o n t r o l and i n f l u e n c e over a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs. 

C l a r k ' s f i n a l usages of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n e x p l a i n the e f f e c t s of m a r g i n a l i t y on program 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n . 

(D16-D17) 

M a r g i n a l i t y a l s o shapes the d o c t r i n e s tha t emerge as 
program r a t i o n a l e s . In the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c o n t e x t , 
i t s t r e n g t h e n s the need for a d o c t r i n e of s e r v i c e , or 
what might be c a l l e d a d o c t r i n e of immediate needs. 
The d o c t r i n e of s e r v i c e seems in p a r t a response to 
the i n s e c u r i t y of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e n t e r p r i s e 
w i t h i n p u b l i c s c h o o l systems. The g a t h e r i n g of 
o u t s i d e support i s a b a s i c requirement for r e d u c i n g 
i n s e c u r i t y , and the d o c t r i n e of s e r v i c e s a n c t i o n s the 
tendency to p r o v i d e s e r v i c e i n r e t u r n for s u p p o r t . 
Here m a r g i n a l i t y pushes the program toward an 
u n c o n t r o l l e d development , wi th i t s course de termined 
by o u t s i d e f o r c e s . 3 1 5 

C l a r k f i r s t made a g e n e r a l s ta tement: " M a r g i n a l i t y . . . shapes 

the d o c t r i n e s tha t emerge as program r a t i o n a l e s . " 3 1 6 

M a r g i n a l i t y , a c c o r d i n g to C l a r k , a p p a r e n t l y o c c u r s both i n s i d e 

and o u t s i d e of the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , f o r h i s second 

sentence e x p l a i n s the e f f e c t of m a r g i n a l i t y " in the a d u l t 

3 1 5 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 53. 

3 1 6 I b i d . 
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e d u c a t i o n c o n t e x t . " 3 1 7 

C l a r k e a r l i e r s t a t e d tha t " M a r g i n a l i t y d i r e c t l y c o n t r i b u t e s 

to i n s e c u r i t y . " 3 1 8 He now s t a t e s tha t m a r g i n a l i t y "s trengthens 

the need for a d o c t r i n e of s e r v i c e " and that t h i s d o c t r i n e of 

s e r v i c e "seems i n p a r t a response to the i n s e c u r i t y of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e n t e r p r i s e w i t h i n p u b l i c s c h o o l s y s t e m s . " 3 1 9 Whether 

C l a r k b e l i e v e s the on ly c o n t r i b u t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y to the 

d o c t r i n e of s e r v i c e i s made through i n s e c u r i t y r e s u l t i n g from 

m a r g i n a l i t y or whether o ther e f f e c t s of m a r g i n a l i t y on the 

d o c t r i n e of s e r v i c e are d i r e c t and are not r e s u l t a n t through 

c r e a t i o n of i n s e c u r i t y to which m a r g i n a l i t y c o n t r i b u t e s i s not 

c l e a r . 

C l a r k ' s s eventeenth use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y in h i s 

Di s s e r t a t ion addres sed what he p e r c e i v e d were the e f f e c t s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y from the p e r s p e c t i v e of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r . C l a r k ' s r e f e r e n c e toward an u n c o n t r o l l e d 

development r e f e r s to d i m i n i s h e d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o n t r o l and 

i n c r e a s e d c o n t r o l of the u n i t by what C l a r k r e f e r s to as 

"outs ide f o r c e s . " 3 2 0 He p r e v i o u s l y i d e n t i f i e d some of these 

o u t s i d e f o r c e s as be ing "pressures of the e n r o l l m e n t 

3 1 7 I b i d . 

3 1 8 I b i d . , p . 30. 

3 1 9 I b i d . , p . 53. 

3 2 0 I b i d . 

3 2 1 I b i d . , p . 36. 

3 2 2 I b i d , p . 29. 
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e c o n o m y , " 3 2 1 "pressure of economy-minded i n t e r e s t g r o u p s , " 3 2 2 

and a " f e l t n e e d " 3 2 3 for a c c e p t a n c e . 

The term m a r g i n a l i t y appeared one a d d i t i o n a l time w i t h i n 

C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n . I t was i n c l u d e d in the T a b l e of Content s 

to guide r e a d e r s to those s e c t i o n s a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d . S i n c e i t 

was used to repeat the subheading a l r e a d y c i t e d as use D2, no 

a d d i t i o n a l number was a s s i g n e d . 

Examinat ion of C l a r k ' s seventeen uses of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n has r e s u l t e d i n the p r e c e d i n g 

n o t i o n of numerous d i s t i n c t i o n s among concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

U s i n g these d i s t i n c t i o n s as c r i t e r i a for r e c o g n i z i n g d i s c r e t e 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y i t i s p o s s i b l e to summarize them in a 

t a b l e . Chapter IV i s d e d i c a t e d to t h i s p r o c e s s . 

3 2 3 I b i d . 
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CHAPTER IV 

ANALYSIS AND CRITIQUE OF USES OF THE TERM MARGINALITY 
IN CLARK'S DISSERTATION 

Each of C l a r k ' s uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y was quoted in 

contex t from h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n and d i s c u s s e d at l e n g t h in the 

p r e c e d i n g c h a p t e r . T h i s c h a p t e r i s d e d i c a t e d to p r e s e n t a t i o n of 

a b a s i c premise for c a t e g o r i z i n g concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y , 

d i s c u s s i o n of c a t e g o r i e s and s u b c a t e g o r i e s of concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , p r e s e n t a t i o n of t a b l e d o b s e r v a t i o n s , d i s c u s s i o n and 

a n a l y s i s of the d a t a , and the p r e s e n t a t i o n of o b s e r v a t i o n s 

p e r t a i n i n g to the use of the term in the Di s s e r t a t ion which d i d 

not l e n d themselves to c a t e g o r i z a t i o n . Once the b a s i c premise 

for c a t e g o r i z i n g concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y i s p r e s e n t e d , the 

r e s u l t a n t T a b l e 3 w i l l be p r e s e n t e d , i t s c a t e g o r i e s d e f i n e d , and 

the da ta or l a c k of data w i t h i n each c a t e g o r y d i s c u s s e d . 

G e n e r a l o b s e r v a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g the t a b l e w i l l f o l l o w . 
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The Premise for C a t e g o r i z i n g Concepts of M a r g i n a l i t y 

The a n a l y s i s of usages of the concept s in the f i e l d of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n v o l v e s the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lement , comparat ive e l ements , p a r e n t a l system or 

c o n t e x t , and a d i s c u s s i o n of the nature of e a c h . The b a s i c 

q u e s t i o n s a r e : What s p e c i f i c a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement , p r a c t i c e , 

or v a l u e , i s e x p e r i e n c i n g a s t a t e of m a r g i n a l i t y in r e l a t i o n s h i p 

to what comparat ive e l ements , p r a c t i c e s , or v a l u e s ? And, what 

i s the system or o r g a n i z a t i o n i n which m a r g i n a l i t y i s 

e x p e r i e n c e d by the s p e c i f i c a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement , p r a c t i c e or 

va lue? The more s p e c i f i c the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of these 

comparat ive e l ements , p r a c t i c e s , or v a l u e s , and p a r e n t a l systems 

or c o n t e x t s , the g r e a t e r the p o t e n t i a l f or c o n c r e t e a p p l i c a t i o n 

of the concept and o p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n and measurement of the 

d e s i g n a t e d s t a t u s . The g e n e r a t i o n of T a b l e 3, the C o n t e x t u a l 

and Key Element A n a l y s i s of Term Uses by Burton R. C l a r k in H i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n for the Term M a r g i n a l i t y , has been based upon t h i s 

premi se . 

D i s c u s s i o n of C a t e g o r i e s and S u b c a t e g o r i e s  
of Concepts of M a r g i n a l i t y  

and P r e s e n t a t i o n of T a b l e d O b s e r v a t i o n s 

The C o n t e x t u a l and Key Element A n a l y s i s of Burton R. 

C l a r k ' s Use of the Term M a r g i n a l i t y i n H i s D i s s e r t a t i o n i s not 

on ly a c a t e g o r i c a l summary of da ta g a t h e r e d from C l a r k ' s use of 

the term w i t h i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n , but a l s o i s a c o n c e p t u a l 

scheme f o r i d e n t i f y i n g key e lements and c o n t e x t s which 

d i s t i n g u i s h among v a r i o u s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . Uses of the 
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term m a r g i n a l i t y , w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of the appearance of the 

term in the T a b l e of C o n t e n t s , were i n d i v i d u a l l y quoted at 

l e n g t h and numbered as D1 through D17. C o r r e s p o n d i n g numbering 

in T a b l e 3 r e f e r s to the q u o t a t i o n s . 

As term uses w i t h i n C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s were i d e n t i f i e d and 

rev iewed , d i s t i n c t i o n s were n o t e d . Such noted d i s t i n c t i o n s 

among term usage form the b a s i s for the c a t e g o r i c a l d e f i n i t i o n s 

which f o l l o w . C a t e g o r i e s w i l l be d e f i n e d , f o l l o w e d immediate ly 

by a d i s c u s s i o n of each . Examples from C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s do not 

e x i s t for every c a t e g o r y i d e n t i f i e d in the t a b l e . Some 

c a t e g o r i e s have been c o n c e p t u a l l y deduced as o p p o s i t e s to or 

e x t e n s i o n s from C l a r k ' s usages . Where l o g i c a l examples from the 

f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c o u l d be i d e n t i f i e d and use of a 

concept of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n seemed p l a u s i b l e , 

c a t e g o r i e s are l a b e l e d and d e f i n e d , r e g a r d l e s s of a l a c k of an 

example from C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s . F i r s t the t a b l e i s p r e s e n t e d , 

then the c a t e g o r i e s are d e f i n e d . 

M a r g i n a l i t y of the G e n e r a l V a l u e 
of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n and L e a r n i n g 

The f i r s t c a t e g o r i c a l l a b e l i d e n t i f i e d i n T a b l e 3 i s that 

of the " M a r g i n a l i t y of the G e n e r a l V a l u e of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n and 

L e a r n i n g . " 

C l a r k announced that h i s D i s s e r t a t ion was a "study of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t h e i r v a l u e s and t h e i r p r a c t i c e s . " 3 2 4 Concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y " may be a p p l i e d to any of these t h r e e c o n c e r n s : 

3 2 4 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 1. 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s , v a l u e s , or p r a c t i c e s . He v o i c e d "a 

c oncern w i t h the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p r o c e s s e s of v a l u e 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n and c h a n g e " 3 2 5 and f e l t t h a t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s seemed good o b j e c t s f o r h i s s t u d y . 3 2 6 

A d u l t e d u c a t i o n was c o n s i d e r e d t o be the " g e n e r a l 

v a l u e . . . u n d e r g o i n g i m p l e m e n t a t i o n by a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s c h o o l s and 

d e p a r t m e n t s . " 3 2 7 C l a r k e x p l a i n e d t h a t : 

These o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e seen as the i n s t r u m e n t s of 
i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . I t i s c l e a r t h a t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 
u n i t s of v a r i o u s s i z e and scope must be b u i l t and 
m a i n t a i n e d i n o r d e r t o r e a l i z e the e d u c a t i o n of 

. a d u l t s . 3 2 8 

When the f o c u s i s on the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n b e l i e f s 

or s t a n d a r d s , s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , among l e a r n i n g or 

e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s , r e s p e c t i v e l y , which v a l u e s a r e h e l d 

e lsewhere i n s o c i e t y or a p o r t i o n , t h e r e o f , then the c o n c e r n i s 

of the m a r g i n a l i t y of the g e n e r a l v a l u e of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n or 

l e a r n i n g . Such a d u l t e d u c a t i o n v a l u e s may be i d e n t i f i e d 

t hroughout the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . C o n t e x t s , wherein the 

m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t l e a r n i n g v a l u e s i s c o n s i d e r e d , may 

c o n s t i t u t e e i t h e r p a r t or a l l of what i s c o n s i d e r e d t o be the 

f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , or may permeate c o n t e x t s c o n s i d e r e d t o 

be o u t s i d e the f i e l d . 

A l t h o u g h C l a r k announced h i s study t o be one of 

3 2 5 I b i d . , p. 2 . 

3 2 6 I b i d . 
3 2 7 I b i d . , p. 1. 

3 2 8 I b i d . 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t h e i r v a l u e s , and t h e i r p r a c t i c e s , and w h i l e 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y might be used to denote the s t a t u s of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n v a l u e s among any number of s o c i e t a l v a l u e s , and 

as a s ses sed by any number of i n t e r e s t groups or i n d i v i d u a l s , no 

s p e c i f i c a p p l i c a t i o n of the term m a r g i n a l i t y to v a l u e s was 

i d e n t i f i e d w i t h i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n . T r u e , v a l u e s are a s s o c i a t e d 

wi th v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and n o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s and 

p r o c e s s e s . V a l u e s m a r g i n a l i t y concepts in the f i e l d of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n p e r t a i n , however, on ly when the v a l u e s of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n and l e a r n i n g are the f o c u s . 

M a r g i n a l i t y E x t e r n a l to the F i e l d of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

Concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y may be a p p l i e d to o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

u n i t s , v a l u e s , or p r a c t i c e s e x t e r n a l to the f i e l d of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n . One may address the m a r g i n a l i t y of v a l u e s e x t e r n a l 

to the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and l e a r n i n g w i t h i n a g i v e n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l subuni t i n comparisons to the s t a t u s a f f o r d e d 

o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common system. 

No ev idence was found, as i l l u s t r a t e d by the l a c k of data 

f a l l i n g w i t h i n t h i s c a t e g o r y i n T a b l e 3, of such a p p l i c a t i o n s by 

C l a r k w i t h i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n . 

M a r g i n a l i t y of the F i e l d of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

When one addresses the m a r g i n a l i t y of the f i e l d of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n , comparison f o r purpose of e s t a b l i s h i n g s t a t u s i s made 

among o ther f i e l d s of s tudy or p r a c t i c e . Whi l e C l a r k used the 

term "adul t e d u c a t i o n " i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h i r t e e n of h i s 

seventeen a p p l i c a t i o n s of the term m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s 
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D i s s e r t a t i o n , comparison was made to o ther f i e l d s of s tudy or 

p r a c t i c e , and no d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n s of a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y 

to the f i e l d was a p p a r e n t . Whi le C l a r k ' s use of the term a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n might l e a d to the c o n c l u s i o n by 

some r e a d e r s tha t concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y are a p p l i e d to the 

f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , absence of comparisons to o ther f i e l d s 

of s tudy does not support such c o n s l u s i o n s , and the s i x 

comparisons made to s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l system in 

the three i n s t a n c e s in which comparisons are made, demonstrate 

C l a r k ' s a p p l i c a t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s 

and not to the e n t i r e f i e l d . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l M a r g i n a l i t y 

The term o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i n the f i e l d of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n denotes a low s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t in 

comparison to o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

system. O r g a n i z a t i o n a l denotes the formal s t r u c t u r i n g of 

i n d i v i d u a l s or g r o u p s . Whi le any i n t e r a c t i o n among i n d i v i d u a l s 

i n s o c i e t a l s e t t i n g s might be regarded as : i n d i c e s of the 

e x i s t e n c e of an o r g a n i z a t i o n , f or purposes of d e f i n i n g t h i s 

c a t e g o r y mere c o l l a b o r a t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l s and r o l e s i s not 

c o n s i d e r e d to be s u f f i c i e n t for i n c l u s i o n wi thout the e x i s t e n c e 

of formal o b j e c t i v e s , by laws , c o n s t i t u t i o n , a n d / o r 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n , mandate, or c h a r t e r . 

Key e lements which must be i d e n t i f i e d i n a p p l i c a t i o n of 

concept s of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i n c l u d e the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lement , comparat ive e l ements , and p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . For assessment of s t a t e s of m a r g i n a l i t y these 
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three e lements are e s s e n t i a l because one must be a b l e to 

i d e n t i f y the element s a i d to be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y , the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t of the assessment , and the o ther s u b u n i t s 

w i t h i n the common contex t a g a i n s t which s t a t u s i s be ing 

a s s e s s e d . O t h e r w i s e , s tatements of s t a t u s remain ambiguous and 

i n c o m p l e t e . 

No s p e c i f i c a p p l i c a t i o n of a n o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y i n C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n was i d e n t i f i e d . 

In r e i t e r a t i o n , key elements e s s e n t i a l for both a p p l i c a t i o n 

of and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of concepts of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y 

in the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n c l u d e the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e lement , comparat ive e lements , and p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

D e s c r i p t i o n of each element f o l l o w s , a l o n g wi th d i s c u s s i o n of 

the data from C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n which have been c l a s s i f i e d 

w i t h i n e a c h . 

A d u l t Educat ion Element 

The term element has' been used because of the d i v e r s i t y of 

f o c i one might have when a p p l y i n g concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y i n the 

f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . C l a r k announced h i s focus to be a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n v a l u e s , but h i s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y most 

f r e q u e n t l y were a p p l i e d to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s . 3 2 9 C l a r k 

used v a r i o u s l a b e l s in h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n for i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of 

3 2 9 S t a t e d a g a i n f o r c l a r i t y , an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t 
i s not a s u b d i v i s i o n of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t , but r a t h e r an 
a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element which i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y s u b o r d i n a t e to 
a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n or p h y s i c a l l y l a r g e r or more power fu l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l element whose p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e i s not the 
e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 
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a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l ements , as enumerated i n T a b l e 3. He a p p l i e d 

h i s concept s to i n d i v i d u a l s , p r o c e s s e s , and l o c a t i o n s , in 

a d d i t i o n to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s . 

Terms used by C l a r k to l a b e l the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t 

v a r y in s p e c i f i c i t y . For example, use of the term program, the 

term used most f r e q u e n t l y by C l a r k i n h i s Di s s e r t a t ion to denote 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement , may denote what has been i d e n t i f i e d 

i n t h i s t h e s i s as an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t , a p r o c e s s , or a 

v a l u e . C l a r k used the term program i n a s s o c i a t i o n wi th s i x t e e n 

of the seventeen uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i d e n t i f i e d in h i s 

Di s s e r t a t i o n . The terms a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

department , a c t i v i t y , a d u l t c l a s s e s , A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of 

the Los Ange les Schoo l System, Bureau of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n of the 

C a l i f o r n i a Department of E d u c a t i o n , C a l i f o r n i a A s s o c i a t i o n of 

A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t o r s , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a g e n c i e s , a d u l t 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n , a d u l t s c h o o l s , a d u l t 

s c h o o l program, p u b l i c s c h o o l program, f u n c t i o n , o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

and a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e n t e r p r i s e appear to have been used 

synonymously w i t h the term program in c o n t e x t s wherein C l a r k 

a p p l i e d concept s of s t a t u s and l a b e l e d them as m a r g i n a l i t y . The 

term program i s rendered ambiguous, t h e r e b y , in regards to which 

of the enumerated a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements are denoted through 

C l a r k ' s use of the term i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n . One might q u e s t i o n 

whether C l a r k would use the term program to denote s t i l l o ther 

e lements d i s t i n c t from those l i s t e d . 

The second most f r e q u e n t l y used term a p p e a r i n g i n C l a r k ' s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n as a l a b e l ' f or a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements s a i d by 
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C l a r k to be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y , i s a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

S i m i l a r l y , to i n s t a n c e s of usage of the term program, the term, 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , when used in a s s o c i a t i o n wi th o ther l a b e l s f or 

e lements s a i d by C l a r k to be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y , l eaves 

the reader q u e s t i o n i n g which element i s e x p e r i e n c i n g the 

c o n d i t i o n , and whether C l a r k , w i t h each use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y , in tended a p p l i c a t i o n of h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y 

to i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements or m u l t i p l e s , t h e r e o f . 

L a b e l s used e i t h e r synonymously by C l a r k w i t h h i s a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n l a b e l , or e lements i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k as c o n c u r r e n t l y 

e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y a l o n g w i t h what he l a b e l e d a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n a r e : a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments , program, a c t i v i t y , 

a d u l t c l a s s e s , A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l 

System, Bureau of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n of the C a l i f o r n i a Department 

of E d u c a t i o n , C a l i f o r n i a A s s o c i a t i o n of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r s , a d u l t s c h o o l s , a d u l t s c h o o l program, p u b l i c 

s c h o o l program, f u n c t i o n , o r g a n i z a t i o n , and an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e n t e r p r i s e . 

From a review of the two terms used most f r e q u e n t l y by 

C l a r k i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n to d e s i g n a t e the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

element s a i d to be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y , i t i s i m p o s s i b l e to 

conc lude whether C l a r k i n t e n d e d h i s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y to 

be a p p l i e d to i n d i v i d u a l s , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s , p r o c e s s e s , 

l o c a t i o n s , or v a l u e s . A c u r s o r y review of the c o n t e x t of 

a p p l i c a t i o n i s i n s u f f i c i e n t for d e t e r m i n a t i o n and many terms 

used by C l a r k f o r l a b e l i n g the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element a l l o w for 

d i v e r g e n t c o n s l u s i o n s . I t i s r e a s o n a b l e to assume that when 
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C l a r k w r i t e s of the m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , he i s 

a d d r e s s i n g the s t a t u s of i n d i v i d u a l s . When he w r i t e s of the 

m a r g i n a l i t y of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n , he i s a d d r e s s i n g the 

s t a t u s of g i v e n l o c a t i o n s w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n . When he 

w r i t e s of the m a r g i n a l i t y of a f u n c t i o n , he i s a d d r e s s i n g the 

m a r g i n a l i t y of a p r o c e s s . And when he w r i t e s of the m a r g i n a l i t y 

of a d u l t c l a s s e s , the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les 

Schoo l System, a d u l t e d u c a t i o n depar tments , and a d u l t s c h o o l s , 

i t i s l o g i c a l to assume he w r i t e s of the s t a t u s of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s in r e l a t i o n s h i p to o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a 

common p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

When C l a r k w r i t e s of the m a r g i n a l i t y of an a c t i v i t y , 

however, i t may be d i f f i c u l t to determine whether he i s 

a d d r e s s i n g the s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t or p r o c e s s . 

L i k e w i s e , when he w r i t e s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e n t e r p r i s e i t 

may be d i f f i c u l t to determine whether he i s a d d r e s s i n g the 

s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t , a p r o c e s s , or the 

i n d i v i d u a l s encompased by the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l d e s i g n a t i o n . Terms 

used by C l a r k to d e s i g n a t e a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements s a i d to be 

i e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y appear to v a r y i n terms of the b r e a d t h 

and range of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n which may be g i v e n them. They o f t e n 

encompass a p p l i c a t i o n s to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s , i n d i v i d u a l s , 

p r o c e s s e s , and l o c a t i o n s , and permi t a p p l i c a t i o n s to v a l u e s . 

The c o m b i n a t i o n s of C l a r k ' s a p p l i c a t i o n of concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s Di s s e r t a t ion a c r o s s the d i s t i n c t a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lements which have been enumerated are numerous. 

Because C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s a p p l y i n g h i s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y 
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can be c h a r a c t e r i z e d as b e i n g c a s u a l and n o n - s p e c i f i c , f u r t h e r 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of combina t ions of term usage and the s t a t i s t i c a l 

m a n i p u l a t i o n may be f u t i l e . 

I t does seem important when a p p l y i n g concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y not on ly to i d e n t i f y the u n i t of f o c u s , but a l s o to 

s p e c i f y w h e t h e r . t h e s t a t u s of such e lements w i t h i n a s p e c i f i e d 

system or c o n t e x t are c o n s i d e r e d i n d i v i d u a l l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y . 

Because l a b e l s f or a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements may be c o n s i d e r e d to 

be d e s i g n a t i o n s of i n d i v i d u a l e lements or m u l t i p l e s , t h e r e o f , 

depending on the range of meaning a c r o s s the enumerated 

c a t e g o r i e s , i t i s not always p o s s i b l e to con c lu d e the p l u r a l i t y 

of a t erm. In f i v e i n s t a n c e s i n C l a r k ' s Di s s e r t a t ion i t i s f e l t 

tha t the l a b e l f or the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element denotes m u l t i p l e 

e lements which , f or purposes of d e t e r m i n i n g s t a t u s , are to be 

c o n s i d e r e d c o l l e c t i v e l y . 

Comparat ive Element 

The s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element can be d e s c r i b e d 

i n r e l a t i o n to the s t a t u s of o ther e lements w i t h i n the same 

o r g a n i z a t i o n or system. Without a c l e a r p o i n t of r e f e r e n c e the 

term s t a t u s or m a r g i n a l i t y i s u n c l e a r . 

C l a r k most f r e q u e n t l y a p p l i e d concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y in 

h i s Di s s e r t a t ion to denote the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t s . The e m p i r i c a l ev idence from T a b l e 3, however, i s 

i n s u f f i c i e n t to c o n f i r m such an o b s e r v a t i o n . Examinat ion of 

what i s here termed comparat ive e l ements , which e x i s t i n an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n common to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement , was f e l t to 

be s i g n i f i c a n t for c o n f i r m i n g i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 
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elements s a i d by C l a r k to be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Elements i d e n t i f i e d for comparison to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

elements f o r purposes of e s t a b l i s h i n g s t a t u s sh ou ld be of a 

comparat ive n a t u r e — a d u l t c l a s s e s to o ther c l a s s e s in a common 

system, a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments to o ther departments in a 

g i v e n sys tem. 

C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d comparat ive e lements in o n l y three of the 

seventeen c o n t e x t s in which he used the term m a r g i n a l i t y . In 

each of the t h r e e c o n t e x t s he i d e n t i f i e d two or more comparat ive 

e l ements . In c o n s i d e r a t i o n of each of the three c o n t e x t s , the 

q u e s t i o n e x i s t e d as to which of the comparat ive e lements was 

meant by C l a r k to be the r e f e r e n c e p o i n t for d e t e r m i n i n g the 

m a r g i n a l i t y of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement . Was C l a r k 

s u g g e s t i n g t h a t the terms he used to i d e n t i f y comparat ive 

e lements were to be synonymous? None of the e lements named by 

C l a r k in the three c o n t e x t s were c l e a r comparisons to a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lements named i n the c o r r e s p o n d i n g c o n t e x t s . In 

q u o t a t i o n D3 C l a r k compared p r i m a r y departments to an a c t i v i t y , 

program, and a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . Whi le the three terms might - be 

used to denote a s p e c i f i c a d u l t e d u c a t i o n department , they might 

j u s t as w e l l be used to d e s c r i b e p r o c e s s e s , g o a l s , or 

i n d i v i d u a l s . In q u o t a t i o n D4 C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d a d u l t c l a s s e s and 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n as the e lements of focus and t h e i r s t a t u s was 

addressed among three e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s i n a d d i t i o n to w e l l -

e s t a b l i s h e d , w e l l - a c c e p t e d programs. I f one assumes the more 

s p e c i f i c i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of a d u l t c l a s s e s to be the focus of 

s t a t u s assessment , one i s s t i l l hard p r e s s e d making comparisons 
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of c l a s s e s to e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s . C l a s s e s and programs as used 

by C l a r k may be unders tood as synonymous, but not w i th 

a p p r e c i a b l e a s s u r a n c e . 

I t appears that C l a r k d i d not r e g a r d s p e c i f y i n g a p o i n t of 

r e f e r e n c e or comparat ive element when a p p l y i n g a concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y to be p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t . Whi le s e v e r a l 

comparat ive e lements were named by C l a r k in c o n t e x t s w i t h i n 

which he used the term m a r g i n a l i t y , m u l t i p l e terms were used to 

i d e n t i f y such comparat ive e l ements . F r e q u e n t l y terms were used 

to i d e n t i f y comparat ive e lements which denoted d i s t i n c t 

e l ements . Hence, the s t a t u s denoted by C l a r k ' s use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y c o u l d not be c l e a r l y i d e n t i f i e d . 

P a r e n t a l O r g a n i z a t i o n 

The P a r e n t a l O r g a n i z a t i o n c l a s s i f i c a t i o n has been so named 

i n order to r e s t r i c t a p p l i c a t i o n s of m a r g i n a l i t y to 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s w i t h i n the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n f i e l d . A l l 

c o n t e x t s of s t a t u s assessment are c o n f i n e d in C l a r k ' s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n by what may be termed p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

Concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y may be a p p l i e d , however, i n non-

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s . 

I t would appear that C l a r k most f r e q u e n t l y used the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y to denote the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s 

among o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

When one addres se s the m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i t i s an 

i n d i c a t i o n tha t the p r i m a r y g o a l s and f u n c t i o n of the p a r e n t a l 

system i s not the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s , be i t an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

or n o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l sys tem. 
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C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s both s p e c i f i c a l l y 

and g e n e r i c a l l y . Most f r e q u e n t l y he used g e n e r i c terms to 

denote such p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . In f i f t e e n of the seventeen 

c o n t e x t s i n which he used the term m a r g i n a l i t y , C l a r k wrote of 

s c h o o l systems which might be c o n s i d e r e d as p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Once C l a r k wrote of an assessment of m a r g i n a l i t y 

w i t h i n the contex t of a l o c a l s c h o o l system, and once , in the 

contex t of a t o t a l s c h o o l system. C l a r k ' s l a b e l s of e lementary 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s , h i g h s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e 

d i s t r i c t s , wh i l e more s p e c i f i c than the s c h o o l system l a b e l , 

a r e , n e v e r t h e l e s s , c o n s i d e r e d to be g e n e r i c l a b e l s because of 

t h e i r l a c k of s p e c i f i c i t y . 

S p e c i f i c i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n c l u d e d 

C l a r k ' s r e f e r e n c e s to the Los Ange les S c h o o l System, the 

C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l System, and the s c h o o l system i n the U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . Whi l e these l a b e l s are c o n s i d e r e d to be s p e c i f i c , each 

might r e q u i r e d e t a i l e d d e f i n i t i o n to f a c i l i t a t e a f u l l 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g of c o n t e x t s of s t a t u s . Of t h i r t y - o n e r e f e r e n c e s 

to p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s o c c u r r i n g in a s s o c i a t i o n wi th uses of 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y , ten were s p e c i f i c and twenty-one g e n e r i c . 

P a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s were i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k in a l l but one 

i n s t a n c e . More than one p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n was mentioned i n 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h e i g h t of the s i x t e e n uses of the term in which 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s were i d e n t i f i e d . Up* to f i v e d i s t i n c t 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s were i d e n t i f i e d in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h an i n d i v i d u a l 

term usage . When m u l t i p l e p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s are i d e n t i f i e d 

w i t h i n the contex t of a s i n g l e use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , the 
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s p e c i f i c i t y of the term and concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i s d i l u t e d . 

Most s i g n i f i c a n t i n c o n s i d e r i n g i d e n t i f i e d p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s i s the f a c t that the C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l System was 

named f i v e t imes versus the three t imes the Los Angeles S c h o o l 

System was named. T h i s change of focus may be a t t r i b u t e d to 

C l a r k ' s s h i f t from h i s i n i t i a l case study of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

Branch of the Los Angeles Schoo l System to address "s ta te -wide 

c o n d i t i o n s in o r d e r to unders tand the development of l o c a l 

s c h o o l u n i t s . " 3 3 0 

Contex t s i n which the term m a r g i n a l i t y was used by C l a r k i n 

h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n were f u r t h e r a n a l y z e d to determine the system 

b r e a d t h w i t h i n which s t a t u s was a d d r e s s e d . In q u o t a t i o n D3 i t 

was de termined that the assessment of s t a t u s was w i t h i n an 

immediate p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . In q u o t a t i o n D4, s t a t u s was 

a s se s sed at a s u p r a - p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n l e v e l and at a l e v e l 

two s teps removed from the immediate p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

N o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l M a r g i n a l i t y 

The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , N o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l M a r g i n a l i t y , denotes 

a p p l i c a t i o n of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n what i s c o n s i d e r e d 

to be the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , but which occur in non-

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s . Concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y used to denote 

the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s , c l a s s e s , c o u r s e s , 

f u n c t i o n s , i n t e r a c t i o n s , and programs which occur o u t s i d e formal 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g s f a l l w i t h i n t h i s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . In the 

absence of formal o r g a n i z a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e s , by laws , 

3 3 0 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 3 . 



1 25 

c o n s t i t u t i o n s , a n d / o r i n c o r p o r a t i o n , mandate or c h a r t e r , 

a p p l i c a t i o n of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y to the enumerated a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lements would f a l l under t h i s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

Whi le C l a r k uses the terms a c t i v i t y , c l a s s , f u n c t i o n , and 

program i n c o n n e c t i o n wi th h i s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y 

w i t h i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n , no a p p l i c a t i o n was s p e c i f i e d to be 

o u t s i d e of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g s which were announced to 

have been the focus of h i s d o c t o r a l s t u d y . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

a c t i v i t i e s , c l a s s e s , c o u r s e s , f u n c t i o n s , i n t e r a c t i o n s , and 

programs d e s i g n a t e d for a d u l t s do e x i s t o u t s i d e of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s , as p r e v i o u s l y d e f i n e d in t h i s t h e s i s . 

Concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y may be a p p l i e d to d e s i g n a t e the s t a t u s 

of each w i t h i n v a r i o u s c o n t e x t s . The N o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

M a r g i n a l i t y c a t e g o r y i s proposed as a d e s i g n a t i o n for such 

a p p l i c a t i o n s . 

Summary of C o n t e x t u a l and Key Element A n a l y s i s 
f or C l a r k ' s Use of the Term M a r g i n a l i t y 

W i t h i n H i s D i s s e r t a t i o n 

A l t h o u g h C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d h i s c a s e - s t u d y - i n - d e p t h to be of 

the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les School System, i t 

was named as the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element in but three of C l a r k ' s 

seventeen a p p l i c a t i o n s of the t erm. With two of h i s three 

a p p l i c a t i o n s of the term m a r g i n a l i t y to the B r a n c h , the 

C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l System was named and i s c o n s i d e r e d to be the 

immediate p a r e n t a l sys tem. In none of the t h r e e a p p l i c a t i o n s 

were comparat ive e lements named. 

O u t s i d e of C l a r k ' s a p p l i c a t i o n of concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y 

to the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h , t h e r e appears to be l i t t l e 
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l o g i c a l c o n s i s t e n c y in C l a r k ' s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e lements s a i d to be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y , the comparat ive 

e lements he i d e n t i f i e d , and h i s naming of p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . As enumerated in examinat ion of the v a r i o u s 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s , C l a r k overwhelmingly chose to use g e n e r i c terms 

when a p p l y i n g h i s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . A p p l i c a t i o n of 

concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y to s p e c i f i c a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements was 

i n f r e q u e n t and seldom were the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements 

l o g i c a l l y matched to comparat ive e lements w i t h i n s p e c i f i c 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . C l a r k ' s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y in 

h i s D i s s e r t a t ion may be d e s c r i b e d as c a s u a l r a t h e r than 

r i g o r o u s l y s c i e n t i f i c . 

Because g e n e r a l v a l u e s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n may be present 

not o n l y in the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , but a l s o w i t h i n , 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s and s o c i a l c o n t e x t s which would not be c l a s s i f i e d 

as the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , an e f f o r t was made to determine 

whether C l a r k s p e c i f i c a l l y addressed the m a r g i n a l i t y of the 

g e n e r a l va lue of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , e i t h e r i n t e r n a l or e x t e r n a l to 

the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . C l a r k does not appear to have 

a p p l i e d a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n v a l u e s which 

would be c o n s i d e r e d to be e x t e r n a l to the system. N e i t h e r i s 

t h e r e a d i r e c t r e f e r e n c e i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n to m a r g i n a l i t y of 

g e n e r a l v a l u e s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n which would be c o n s i d e r e d to 

be p a r t of the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . B u t , because C l a r k 

equated a d u l t e d u c a t i o n w i t h the "genera l v a l u e . . . undergo ing 

3 3 ' I b i d . 
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implementat ion by a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s c h o o l s and d e p a r t m e n t s , " 3 3 1 

and because there are three p o s s i b l e a p p l i c a t i o n s of a concept 

of m a r g i n a l i t y i n C l a r k ' s Di s s e r t a t ion to a d u l t s c h o o l s , 3 3 2 to 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n d e p a r t m e n t s , 3 3 3 and to the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

Branch of the Los Angeles Schoo l System which i s d e s i g n a t e d as a 

department of the C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e School S y s t e m , 3 3 " an 

assumption tha t C l a r k was a d d r e s s i n g the genera.l v a l u e in the 

c i t e d q u o t a t i o n s as implemented by these s c h o o l s and departments 

has some b a s i s . 

With even a c u r s o r y g lance at T a b l e 3, i t i s obv ious tha t 

C l a r k ' s p r i m a r y a p p l i c a t i o n of h i s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y i n 

h i s Di s s e r t a t ion was to o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s in the f i e l d of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . To a p p l y a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y , or to 

i n t e r p r e t the meaning of the m a r g i n a l i t y of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

subun i t w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n , s e v e r a l key e lements must be 

m a n i f e s t . I d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element and i t s 

na ture i s of paramount i m p o r t a n c e . W i t h i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

c o n t e x t , an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element may e x i s t as an independent 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t wherein the p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n 

i s the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s , or as a s u b u n i t of an o r g a n i z a t i o n 

wherein the p r i m a r y purpose and f u n c t i o n i s o ther than the 

3 3 2 A d u l t s c h o o l s are s p e c i f i c a l l y named as a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n e lements i n q u o t a t i o n s D13, D14, and D15. 

3 3 3 A d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments are s p e c i f i c a l l y named as 
a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements i n q u o t a t i o n D1 and D5. 

3 3 " T h e A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange le s Schoo l 
System i s s p e c i f i c a l l y named as an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i n 
q u o t a t i o n D5, D7, and D13. 



1 28 

e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . No a p p l i c a t i o n of concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y 

to independent a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s , or s u b u n i t s , t h e r e o f , was 

i d e n t i f i e d w i t h i n C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n . 

C l a r k a p p a r e n t l y used the terms program and a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

i n h i s d i s c u s s i o n s of m a r g i n a l i t y — i n a g e n e r i c sense . In most 

i n s t a n c e s , i t was ex tremely d i f f i c u l t to i d e n t i f y the p a r t i c u l a r 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s a i d to be e x p e r i e n c i n g 

m a r g i n a l i t y . An example i s h i s g e n e r i c use of the term 

department . 

C l a r k noted t h a t : 

What we sought to determine in our a n a l y s i s were the 
ways in which a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments are shaped 
by p r e s s u r e s ' to which they have been s u b j e c t in t h e i r 
recent d e v e l o p m e n t . 3 3 5 

C l a r k appears to have used the terms a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments 

i n a g e n e r i c sense d e n o t i n g thereby v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lements which he d i s c u s s e d . Even in s p e c i f y i n g the 

focus of h i s s t u d y , C l a r k used g e n e r i c and n o n - s p e c i f i c t erms . 

He d e s c r i b e d h i s d o c t o r a l work a s : 

a s o c i o l o g i c a l case s tudy of the e v o l u t i o n of an 
" i n s t i t u t i o n " . 1 We had o r i g i n a l l y in tended to l i m i t 
our purview to j u s t the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the 
Los Ange les Schoo l System i n o r d e r to have a case 
study i n the i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 
But i t became apparent . a f t e r s e v e r a l months of 
r e s e a r c h tha t we had to become f a m i l i a r w i t h c e r t a i n 
s t a t e - w i d e c o n d i t i o n s i n o r d e r to unders tand the 
development of l o c a l s c h o o l u n i t s . A t t e n t i o n was then 
p a r t l y s h i f t e d to the l e v e l of s t a t e l e g i s l a t i v e and 
e x e c u t i v e a c t i o n ; at the same t i m e , the Los Ange les 
department was m a i n t a i n e d as a c a s e - s t u d y - i n - d e p t h . 
The former gave us the g e n e r a l c o n d i t i o n s in the s t a t e 
of C a l i f o r n i a under which a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs 
have been b u i l t ; the l a t t e r p r o v i d e s us w i t h d e t a i l e d 

3 3 5 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 3. 
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i n f o r m a t i o n on how these c o n d i t i o n s are l i k e l y to work 
themselves out w i t h i n l o c a l s c h o o l systems. 

'The concept of i n s t i t u t i o n i s d i s c u s s e d in 
Chapter V I . Our use of the term i s s i m i l a r to tha t of 
Robert M. M a c l v e r . See R. M. Mac lver and C h a r l e s 
H . Page, S o c i e t y , (New Y o r k : R i n e h a r t and C o . , I n c . , 
1949), pp . 1 5 - 1 7 . 3 3 6 

Because C l a r k s p e c i f i e d the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the 

Los Ange les Schoo l System as h i s c a s e - s t u d y - i n - d e p t h , i t was 

a n t i c i p a t e d tha t the Branch would be the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t of 

focus when C l a r k d i s c u s s e d h i s concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n 

h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n . A second p o t e n t i a l focus i d e n t i f i e d from 

C l a r k ' s O r g a n i z a t i o n a l S t r u c t u r e of the Los Ange les Schoo l 

System, 1 9 5 2 - 5 3 , 3 3 7 was the a d u l t s c h o o l s w i t h i n the A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h . T h e r e f o r e , as each use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y c o n t a i n e d i n C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n was q u o t e d , 

a t t e n t i o n was g i v e n to determine i f each a p p l i c a t i o n were to the 

A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les S c h o o l System, to one 

of the a d u l t s c h o o l s , to the s c h o o l s as an a g g r e g a t e , or whether 

a p p l i c a t i o n was to s t i l l o t h e r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l ements . 

C o n t r a r y to the p r e c e d i n g a s sumpt ions , C l a r k , when u s i n g 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n , made e x p l i c i t 

r e f e r e n c e s to the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Angeles 

Schoo l System three t i m e s . 3 3 8 

3 3 6 I b i d . , pp . 3-4 . 

3 3 7 See T a b l e 1. 

3 3 8 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p p . 27, 29, 70; quoted e a r l i e r 
i n t h i s t h e s i s as term uses D5, D7, and D13. 
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In r e f e r e n c e D5 C l a r k noted a r e d u c t i o n i n m a r g i n a l i t y 

"over the l a s t t w e n t y - f i v e years" and noted s e v e r a l e lements to 

which h i s o b s e r v a t i o n might a p p l y , i n c l u d i n g "adul t e d u c a t i o n , " 

"a new a c t i v i t y w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n , " "the program's weak 

p o s i t i o n i n the schoo l sys tem," " p r i n c i p a l s " which are assumed 

to be p r i n c i p a l s of a d u l t s c h o o l s , and "adul t e d u c a t i o n 

depar tments ." I t i s , t h e r e f o r e , d i f f i c u l t to determine which of 

these a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a l e lements were be ing i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k 

as e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y or whether he c o n s i d e r e d some or a l l 

to be e x p e r i e n c i n g i t . In r e f e r e n c e D7 C l a r k r e f e r r e d to 

sources or i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y o c c u r r i n g w i t h i n the "Los 

Angeles department ." None of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s 

i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k in h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c h a r t s of the Los 

Angeles S c h o o l System and the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch were 

l a b e l e d s p e c i f i c a l l y as depar tments . I t has been assumed tha t 

C l a r k used the term department (D1, D5, and D7) i n a g e n e r i c 

sense and t h a t h i s r e f e r e n c e was to h i s s t a t e d c a s e - s t u d y - i n -

depth which he s p e c i f i e d as the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the 

Los Angeles S c h o o l System. 

An i n t e n t i o n by C l a r k to a p p l y h i s concept to a d u l t s c h o o l s 

i s a second p o s s i b i l i t y . C l a r k , i n q u o t a t i o n D15, wrote of the 

" M a r g i n a l i t y of a ' f u n c t i o n ' " and c o n t i n u e d h i s e x p l a n a t i o n 

n o t i n g tha t "The a d u l t s c h o o l s have a s t r o n g need for o u t s i d e 

i n t e r e s t and s u p p o r t . " Because C l a r k , i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the 

same use of the term, wrote of "a m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n i n s c h o o l 

systems," i n c r e a s e d " s e n s i t i v i t y of the program to v o c a l i z e d 

p u b l i c demands," i n a d d i t i o n to the " m a r g i n a l i t y of a 
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' f u n c t i o n , ' " i t i s d i f f i c u l t to note w i t h as surance which 

s p e c i f i c a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element C l a r k f e l t was e x p e r i e n c i n g 

m a r g i n a l i t y . Because d i r e c t r e f e r e n c e s to "adul t s choo l s" i s 

made i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h term uses D13, D14, and D15, term use 

D14, which i s a t o p i c h e a d i n g , was s i m i l a r l y c l a s s i f i e d . None 

o ther than these a s s o c i a t i o n s of term use wi th "adul t s choo l s" 

were i d e n t i f i e d w i t h i n C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n , a l t h o u g h C l a r k ' s 

r e f e r e n c e to p r i n c i p a l s in term use D4 might be unders tood as an 

a p p l i c a t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y to a d u l t s c h o o l s . 

A t h i r d assumption was made c o n c e r n i n g the a p p l i c a t i o n of 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n C l a r k ' s s t u d y . Because he r e p o r t e d 

the O r g a n i z a t i o n a l S t r u c t u r e of the Los Ange les School System, 

1 9 5 2 - 5 3 3 3 9 and diagrammed the O r g a n i z a t i o n a l S t r u c t u r e of the 

A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h , D i v i s i o n of E x t e n s i o n and Higher 

E d u c a t i o n , Los Ange les Schoo l System, 1 9 5 2 - 5 3 , 3 a o i t was 

a n t i c i p a t e d tha t he might address one of the v a r i o u s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e lements i d e n t i f i e d w i t h i n these o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

c h a r t s : the D i v i s i o n of E x t e n s i o n and Higher E d u c a t i o n , the 

A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i v i s i o n s w i t h i n the 

B r a n c h , or the t w e n t y - f o u r a d u l t s c h o o l s w i t h i n the Los Ange les 

Schoo l System. As p r e v i o u s l y n o t e d , C l a r k d i d a p p l y h i s concept 

of m a r g i n a l i t y i n the contex t of the a d u l t s c h o o l s three t imes 

(D13, D14, and D15) and in the contex t of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

Branch of the Los Ange les S c h o o l System three t imes (D5, D7, and 

3 3 9 I b i d . , p . 44. 

3 4 0 I b i d . , p . 49. 
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D13) . A d d i t i o n a l l y , C l a r k wrote w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

c o n t e x t of a d u l t c l a s s e s (D4) , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a g e n c i e s (D8) , the 

Bureau of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n of the C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e Department . of 

E d u c a t i o n (D7) , and the C a l i f o r n i a A s s o c i a t i o n of A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t o r s (D7) . Most f r e q u e n t l y he used the non

s p e c i f i c d e s i g n a t i o n s for the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element of program 

(D1-D3, D5-D17) , a d u l t s c h o o l program (D13), a c t i v i t y (D3, D5, 

and D13) , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e n t e r p r i s e (D16, D17) , o r g a n i z a t i o n 

(D14, D15) , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n (D12), p u b l i c s c h o o l program 

(D13), and f u n c t i o n (D14-D15), which terms might be unders tood 

to i n c l u d e any or a l l of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

u n i t s s p e c i f i c a l l y named by C l a r k . 

A f u r t h e r a n a l y s i s of C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n was conducted 

f o r the purpose of d e t e r m i n i n g whether he a p p l i e d h i s concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y to an i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

u n i t , such as an independent a d u l t s c h o o l ; to a s u b u n i t , such as 

one of the a d u l t s c h o o l s of the Los Angeles Schoo l System; or 

whether h i s a p p l i c a t i o n was to an aggregate of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

u n i t s or s u b u n i t s , such as an a p p l i c a t i o n of the concept to 

denote the s t a t u s of the t w e n t y - f o u r a d u l t s c h o o l s of the Los 

Ange le s Schoo l System, a g g r e g a t e d . In a l l but f i v e i n s t a n c e s 

the c o n t e x t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n was inadequate for such 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n s to be made. Inadequac ies i n data o c c u r r e d e i t h e r 

through omis s i on of data or through i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of m u l t i p l e 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s , s u b u n i t s , and comparat ive u n i t s named in 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h a s i n g l e concept of m a r g i n a l i t y . In i n s t a n c e s 

where m u l t i p l e e lements were i d e n t i f i e d , i t o f t e n became 
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i m p o s s i b l e to say wi th c e r t a i n t y what was e x p e r i e n c i n g 

m a r g i n a l i t y , and in comparison to which elements and based on 

which c r i t e r i a . 

In C l a r k ' s f i v e a p p l i c a t i o n s of m a r g i n a l i t y to m u l t i p l e 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s he d e s c r i b e d the s t a t u s of a d u l t 

c l a s s e s (D4) , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments (D5) , a c o m b i n a t i o n of 

v a r i o u s and q u i t e d i f f e r e n t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s (D7) , and 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e agenc i e s (D8) . C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d the g e n e r a l 

va lue of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , 3 4 1 the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the 

Los Angeles Schoo l S y s t e m , 3 4 2 and the C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l 

S y s t e m 3 4 3 to be s p e c i f i c f o c i . Whi l e i t can be assumed tha t 

C l a r k ' s a p p l i c a t i o n of h i s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y were w i t h i n 

these c o n t e x t s , d i r e c t r e f e r e n c e s to them are i n f r e q u e n t i n 

passages of h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n in which he a p p l i e s the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

A s earch was made to determine comparat ive e lements 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h C l a r k ' s a p p l i c a t i o n of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k used h i s concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y most f r e q u e n t l y to denote 

the m a r g i n a l i t y of e i t h e r an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t or of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s in r e l a t i o n to o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . Such a comparison r e q u i r e s the 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of both the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n and the o t h e r 

s u b u n i t s w i t h i n the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . In C l a r k ' s case 

3 4 ' I b i d . , p . 1. 

3 4 2 I b i d . , pp . 27, 29, 70. 

3 4 3 I b i d . , pp . 3-4 . 



134 

s t u d y , the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n for the t w e n t y - f o u r a d u l t 

s c h o o l s might be c o n s i d e r e d to be t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l host 

secondary s c h o o l s , the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les 

Schoo l System, the D i v i s i o n of E x t e n s i o n and Higher E d u c a t i o n , 

the Los Ange les Schoo l System, the C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e Schoo l 

System, or the U n i t e d S t a t e s Department of E d u c a t i o n . C l a r k ' s 

D i . s s e r t a t i o n was reviewed to determine i f p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

and comparat ive elements were c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e d in a p p l i c a t i o n s 

of h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y . The comparat ive e lements were 

c o n c e p t u a l i z e d as e x i s t i n g w i t h i n an immediate p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n when host secondary s c h o o l s were c o n s i d e r e d to be 

the p e r t i n e n t p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n or w i t h i n a s u p r a - p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n when the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les 

Schoo l System or any of the o ther named o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l e v e l s 

were d e s i g n a t e d as the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . Because C l a r k 

noted that the a d u l t s c h o o l s were o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y " r e s p o n s i b l e 

d i r e c t l y to the A s s o c i a t e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t in charge of the 

D i v i s i o n (Howard A . C o m p i o n ) " 3 * 4 of E x t e n s i o n and Higher 

E d u c a t i o n , t h e r e c o u l d be some debate c o n c e r n i n g the d e s i g n a t i o n 

of an immediate p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n where a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

p a r e n t a l and a f f i l i a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n s are d i s c r e t e and are not 

h i e r a r c h i c a l l y o r d e r e d . 

A number of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e lements were named i n C l a r k ' s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n i n c o n t e x t s where concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y were 

a p p l i e d . None was s p e c i f i c a l l y i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k as a 

3 a " l b i d . , pp . 44, 48 -9 . 
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p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n ; n e v e r t h e l e s s , each use l i s t e d i n T a b l e 3 

as p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i s c o n s i d e r e d as such because , of i t s 

r e l a t i o n s h i p to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements which were s a i d by 

C l a r k to be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y . Some p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s were p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f i e d , o t h e r s were denoted 

wi th g e n e r i c l a b e l s . S p e c i f i c a l l y named p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

were the Los Ange les . Schoo l S y s t e m , 3 " 5 the C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e 

Schoo l S y s t e m , 3 " 6 and the s c h o o l system of the U n i t e d S t a t e s . 3 " 7 

G e n e r i c l a b e l s g i v e n the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s by C l a r k were: 

s c h o o l system, used in f i f t e e n of the seventeen c i t e d r e f e r e n c e s 

in which C l a r k used the term m a r g i n a l i t y ; t o t a l s c h o o l system, 

used once; l o c a l s c h o o l system, used twice as an ambiguous 

d e s i g n a t i o n of e i t h e r l o c a l s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s or of the Los 

Ange les Schoo l System; e lementary s c h o o l d i s t r i c t , used once; 

h i g h s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s , used once; and j u n i o r c o l l e g e d i s t r i c t s , 

used once . 

In c e r t a i n c o n t e x t s o ther than those c o n t e x t s tha t are 

b e l i e v e d to be in the c i t e d r e f e r e n c e s i n which the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y was used , s e v e r a l e lements c a t e g o r i z e d as a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s i n T a b l e 3 might be c a t e g o r i z e d as p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . An a c t i v i t y , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a g e n c i e s , a 

f u n c t i o n , an o r g a n i z a t i o n , a program, and a p u b l i c s c h o o l 

•program would be c o n s i d e r e d to be p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n when 

3 " 5 I b i d . , pp . 27, 29, 70. 

3 " 6 I b i d . , pp . 25, 26, 27, 27, 29. 

3 4 7 I b i d . , p . 25. 
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they encompass a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s . When the p r i m a r y 

o b j e c t i v e s and f u n c t i o n s of such p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s are 

o ther than the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s 

w i t h i n them would be s a i d to be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k 

a p p l i e d h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y in the Los Ange les c o n t e x t 

three t i m e s , to the C a l i f o r n i a c o n t e x t f i v e t i m e s , and to the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s c o n t e x t once . 

In a p p l y i n g concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y , C l a r k wrote of "the 

g e n e r a l va lue" of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , a f u n c t i o n , a c t i v i t y , 

program, i n t e r a c t i o n , course and c l a s s e s , a l l of which may occur 

in c o n t e x t s e x t e r n a l to f o r m a l l y c o n s t i t u t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

Nowhere, however, d i d he d i s c u s s a p p l i c a t i o n of h i s concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y to such e x t e r n a l c o n t e x t s , or i d e n t i f y the 

o c c u r r e n c e of m a r g i n a l i t y in such a c o n t e x t . 

C l a r k r e f e r r e d to the m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

wi thout any q u a l i f y i n g a d j e c t i v e s i n t h i r t e e n of h i s seventeen 

uses of the t erm. Because C l a r k r e p e a t e d l y made r e f e r e n c e to 

s c h o o l systems when a p p l y i n g h i s c o n c e p t , i t i s d o u b t f u l tha t he 

in tended a p p l i c a t i o n s o u t s i d e the c o n t e x t of s c h o o l systems. 

H i s three d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n s of h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to 

the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l S y s t e m , 3 " 8 

h i s a p p l i c a t i o n of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y to the Bureau of 

A d u l t E d u c a t i o n of the C a l i f o r n i a Department of E d u c a t i o n , 3 " 9 

and to the C a l i f o r n i a A s s o c i a t i o n of A d u l t Educa t ion . 

3 " 8 I b i d . , pp . 27, 29, 70. 

3 f l 9 I b i d . , p . 29. 
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A d m i n i s t r a t o r s , 3 5 0 appear to be the only d i r e c t i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

of a d u l t education s u b u n i t s . He appears to have used generic 

l a b e l s to i d e n t i f y a d u l t education subunits elsewhere in h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n where the term m a r g i n a l i t y was used. 

To achieve c l a r i t y i n the a p p l i c a t i o n of concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y i n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g s i t appears that four key 

elements must be i d e n t i f i e d : the a d u l t education subunit, the 

comparative s u b u n i t s , the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , and the s t a t u s 

v a r i a b l e s . When any of these four elements i s l e s s than 

d i s t i n c t l y i d e n t i f i e d , c o n c e p t u a l ambiguity e x i s t s . While 

ge n e r i c l a b e l i n g may be u s e f u l i n systems theory, the use of 

g e n e r i c terms, the use of d i f f e r e n t l a b e l s f o r common elements, 

and the naming of s e v e r a l a d u l t education elements, comparative 

elements or p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s or c o n t e x t s when d i s c u s s i n g 

m a r g i n a l i t y , impairs understanding of the' meaning of the 

concept. A l l three c o n c e p t u a l problems occur in C l a r k ' s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n as i s shown i n Table 3. M u l t i p l e a d u l t education 

s u b u n i t s were named in a l l but two of C l a r k ' s uses of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y . Generic terms were used to i d e n t i f y the a d u l t 

education subunit i n a l l seventeen uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k a l s o used seventeen d i f f e r e n t terms to denote a d u l t 

education s u b u n i t s . I t i s assumed that he used some a d u l t 

education subunit l a b e l s synonymously, but i n few i n s t a n c e s d i d 

he equate the terms or use them c o n s i s t e n t l y . 

C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d comparative elements i n three of the 

3 5 0 I b i d . 
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seventeen c o n t e x t s wherein the term m a r g i n a l i t y was used . He 

used s i x g e n e r i c l a b e l s to i d e n t i f y comparat ive e l ements , four 

w i t h i n a s i n g l e contex t of term u s e . 3 5 1 C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d the 

h i e r a r c h i c a l l e v e l of a comparat ive element i n on ly two c a s e s . 

Because the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements may vary 

from system to system and from system to subsystem, the s p e c i f i c 

d e s i g n a t i o n of e lements i s i m p e r a t i v e in a p p l y i n g concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k d i d not s p e c i f i c a l l y app ly h i s concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y o u t s i d e of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s of the f i e l d of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . R e l a t i v e l y few d i s t i n c t p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

and comparat ive elements were i d e n t i f i e d ; he d i d not r e s t r i c t 

a p p l i c a t i o n of h i s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y to e i t h e r a 

p a r t i c u l a r o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t or to a s i n g l e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

h i e r a r c h i c a l l e v e l . S u f f i c i e n t ev idence e x i s t s i n the 

c o n t e x t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n accompanying the seventeen uses of the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y to c o n f i r m tha t C l a r k ' s a p p l i c a t i o n s were 

w i t h i n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g s . 

C l a r k d i d not a p p l y h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to 

independent a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s or to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

o c c u r r i n g o u t s i d e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g s . Whi le he d i d speak 

of the m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , which has been suggested 

as an a p p r o p r i a t e d e s i g n a t i o n for the e n t i r e f i e l d , i n c l u d i n g 

both o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and n o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l components, there i s 

i n s u f f i c i e n t ev idence beyond h i s use of the phrase to suggest 

3 5 1 I b i d . , p p . 26-7 . 
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tha t he in tended to address m a r g i n a l i t y o u t s i d e of an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t . 



140 

CHAPTER V 

DIRECT LABELING OF CONCEPTS OF MARGINALITY 
IN CLARK'S MONOGRAPH 

C l a r k used the term m a r g i n a l i t y twenty -n ine t imes i n the 

t e x t of what has been denoted in t h i s t h e s i s as the Monograph, 

f i r s t p u b l i s h e d as "Adul t E d u c a t i o n in T r a n s i t i o n : A Study of 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l I n s e c u r i t y . " The manuscr ip t which was s a i d by 

C l a r k to be based on h i s Di s s e r t a t i o n , 3 5 2 i s important because 

of i t s broad d i s t r i b u t i o n to the p u b l i c by at l e a s t three 

p u b l i s h e r s , i n at l e a s t two e d i t i o n s , through at l e a s t s i x 

p r i n t i n g s . 3 5 3 I t was c o n c l u d e d e a r l i e r in t h i s t h e s i s that 

s u s t a i n e d demand for the a r t i c l e and book may be i n d i c a t i v e of 

the p o p u l a r i t y of the concepts which C l a r k i n t r o d u c e d in them. 

I t appears to be the Monograph, w i t h few e x c e p t i o n s , which i s 

c i t e d by a u t h o r s in the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . Because of 

the apparent p o p u l a r i t y of t h i s m a n u s c r i p t , each of the twenty-

3 5 2 C l a r k , Monograph, Acknowledgments. 

3 5 3 S e e B i b l i o g r a p h y f o r l i s t i n g of p u b l i s h e r s and 
p r i n t i n g d a t e s . 
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n ine t e x t u a l uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y w i l l be c i t e d in 

s u f f i c i e n t l e n g t h to f a c i l i t a t e t h e i r d i s c u s s i o n , a n a l y s i s , and 

c r i t i q u e . 

The t w e n t y - n i n e uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y a p p e a r i n g in 

the t ex t of the manuscr ip t w i l l be l a b e l e d M1 through M29 in 

t h i s chapter as they are s e q u e n t i a l l y c i t e d and d i s c u s s e d . The 

two uses a p p e a r i n g in the t a b l e of c o n t e n t s and index w i l l be 

c i t e d , but not a l p h a - n u m e r i c a l l y l a b e l e d . Term uses w i l l be 

i d e n t i f i e d by t h e i r a s s i g n e d l a b e l s in Tab le 4, and w i l l be 

d i s c u s s e d . T a b l e d c a t e g o r i z a t i o n s and a n a l y s i s w i l l be 

p r e s e n t e d a f t e r a l l term uses have been c i t e d and d i s c u s s e d . 

They w i l l then be p r e s e n t e d under the Summary A n a l y s i s and 

C r i t i q u e s e c t i o n of Chapter V I . Because not a l l observed data 

from a n a l y s i s of uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n C l a r k ' s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n l e n t i t s e l f to c a t e g o r i z a t i o n and t a b e l i n g , a 

s i m i l a r outcome i s a n t i c i p a t e d w i t h data from the Monograph. 

Such data w i l l be a n a l y z e d and c r i t i q u e d in o r d e r of C l a r k ' s use 

in the Monograph i n the N o n - c a t e g o r i c a l O b s e r v a t i o n s s u b s e c t i o n 

of Chapter V I . 

Use of the Term M a r g i n a l i t y W i t h i n C l a r k ' s Monograph 

C l a r k e n t i t l e d Chapter II of both h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n 3 5 " and 

Monograph, 3 5 5 "PRESSURES ON A MARGINAL PROGRAM." In h i s 

Monograph he f i r s t used the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n the f i r s t 

subheading of Chapter I I : 

3 5 4 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , . p . 24. 

3 5 5 I d e m , Monograph, p . 57. 
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(M1 ) 

MARGINALITY OF ADULT EDUCATION 

In broad terms , the p r i m a r y m i s s i o n of a p u b l i c s c h o o l 
system i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s i s the e d u c a t i o n of the 
young. D i f f e r e n t s c h o o l l e v e l s are accepted as 
l e g i t i m a t e concerns of t a x - s u p p o r t e d e d u c a t i o n on the 
b a s i s of t h e i r p a r t i n the grades p r o g r e s s i o n . . . . 

In c o n t r a s t to e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l , and 
j u n i o r c o l l e g e e d u c a t i o n , the a d u l t program i s a 
s e p a r a t e , p e r i p h e r a l a c t i v i t y , and i t s c l i e n t e l e i s 
c o m p l e t e l y o u t s i d e the c o m p u l s o r y - a t t e n d a n c e age 
g r o u p . 3 When an a d u l t program i s i n i t i a t e d , i t must 
make i t s way w i t h i n a f a m i l y of e s t a b l i s h e d programs, 
c o n t e n d i n g w i t h the s t r o n g , c e n t r a l departments for 
budget support and f a v o r a b l e t r e a t m e n t . S i n c e i t s 
i n c e p t i o n , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n has been, and to some 
extent s t i l l i s , a m a r g i n a l program w i t h i n the s c h o o l 
system. 

3 F u l l - t i m e a t tendance i s compulsory u n t i l the age 
of s i x t e e n i n C a l i f o r n i a . I f a person drops out of 
s c h o o l a f t e r that age and has not graduated from h i g h 
s c h o o l , he must a t t e n d a c o n t i n u a t i o n s c h o o l for four 
hours a week u n t i l he i s e i g h t e e n . C o n t i n u a t i o n 
s c h o o l s are not now c o n s i d e r e d a p a r t of a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n . S t a t e of C a l i f o r n i a , Educat ion Code, 1953, 
sees . 16601, 1 7 0 0 1 . 3 5 6 

C l a r k appears to be a p p l y i n g h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to 

an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element w i t h i n the contex t of a p u b l i c s c h o o l 

system in the U n i t e d S t a t e s . In the I n t r o d u c t i o n of h i s 

Monograph, C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d h i s case study to be that of an 

i n d i v i d u a l "adul t s c h o o l , " which he f u r t h e r d e f i n e s as a "school 

u n i t " of a " formal o r g a n i z a t i o n . " 3 5 7 He i d e n t i f i e d the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element in t h i s q u o t a t i o n as an "adul t program" and as 

3 5 6 I b i d , pp . 57-8 . 

3 5 7 I b i d . , p . 43. 
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"a s e p a r a t e , p e r i p h e r a l a c t i v i t y . " 3 5 8 

While the term s c h o o l can be unders tood as an i n s t i t u t i o n 

or i n s t i t u t i o n a l d i v i s i o n ; or as a v e r b meaning to t r a i n or 

t e a c h , 3 5 9 C l a r k c l e a r l y i d e n t i f i e d i t in h i s I n t r o d u c t i o n as an 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l u n i t . S i m i l a r l y , the term program, used in 

q u o t a t i o n M1, can be unders tood as an i n s t i t u t i o n a l u n i t or as a 

p r o c e s s . 3 6 0 However, the term a c t i v i t y , a l s o used i n q u o t a t i o n 

M1, i s commonly thought of as a " s p e c i f i c a c t i o n . " 3 6 1 With 

C l a r k ' s f i r s t use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n t h i s Monograph, i t 

i s d i f f i c u l t to determine whether he i s d e s c r i b i n g the s t a t u s of 

a p a r t i c u l a r o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t or a s p e c i f i c a c t i o n . E i t h e r 

p o s i t i o n appears to be s u p p o r t a b l e . 

The q u e s t i o n of whether the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i s an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t or a p r o c e s s in a g i v e n use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y may be answered through i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of p e r t i n e n t 

comparat ive e lements and p a r e n t a l system or c o n t e x t . C l a r k ' s 

r e f e r e n c e to "a p u b l i c s c h o o l system i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s " 3 6 2 i n 

q u o t a t i o n M1 i s a l o g i c a l p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , but sheds 

l i t t l e l i g h t on the na ture of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element for 

e i t h e r an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t or an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a l p r o c e s s 

c o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d p a r t of such a system. 

C l a r k c o n t r a s t s h i s "adul t program" to "e lementary , h i g h 

3 5 8 I b i d , p . 57. 

3 5 9 W e b s t e r , 1973, s . v . " s c h o o l " . 

3 6 0 I b i d . , s . v . "program". 

3 6 1 I b i d . , s . v . " a c t i v i t y " . 

3 6 2 C l a r k , Monograph, p . 57. 
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s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e e d u c a t i o n , " but notes tha t h i s "adul t 

program" must make i t s way w i t h i n a f a m i l y of e s t a b l i s h e d 

programs, c o n t e n d i n g wi th s t r o n g , c e n t r a l departments for budget 

support and f a v o r a b l e t r e a t m e n t . " 3 6 3 Both the g e n e r a l g r o u p i n g 

of "e lementary , h i g h s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e e d u c a t i o n , " 

which are t r a d i t i o n a l l y thought of as p r o c e s s e s in the f i e l d of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , and " s t r o n g , c e n t r a l depar tments ," might 

c o n s t i t u t e comparat ive e lements i n q u o t a t i o n M 1 . 3 6 " The f i r s t 

would support the l a b e l i n g of C l a r k ' s "adul t e d u c a t i o n " 3 6 5 or 

"adul t p r o g r a m " 3 6 6 as a p r o c e s s , the l a t t e r s t r o n g l y i d e n t i f i e s 

i t as an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t . 

C l a r k ' s second use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , i n h i s 

Monograph i s a r e p h r a s i n g of q u o t a t i o n D3 from h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n . 

Both q u o t a t i o n s are p r e s e n t e d : 

(D3) 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to a s ses s such a f a c t o r as 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , s i n c e the q u e s t i o n of 
v a l i d a t i o n i n v o l v e s acceptance by d i f f e r e n t groups 
w i t h i n and wi thout the s c h o o l system, and acceptance 
on v a r i o u s g r o u n d s . 3 6 7 

(M2) 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to a s se s s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y 
p r e c i s e l y , s i n c e i t depends upon the degree of 
acceptance a f f o r d e d a program by d i f f e r e n t groups 
w i t h i n and o u t s i d e the s c h o o l system. As e v i d e n c e , 

3 6 3 I b i d . 

3 6 " l b i d . 

3 6 5 I b i d . 

3 6 6 I b i d . 

3 6 7 I d e m , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 26. 
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however, we may note some symptoms of the p e r i p h e r a l 
s t a t u s i n which the a d u l t s c h o o l s have o p e r a t e d . 3 6 8 

In h i s Monograph C l a r k does not r e f e r to o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y as a f a c t o r , as he d i d in h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n . He 

c l a r i f i e s what he p e r c e i v e s the r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y and acceptance by groups i n t e r n a l and 

e x t e r n a l to the p a r e n t a l s c h o o l system to be . In h i s Monograph, 

he noted tha t i t i s not the v a l i d a t i o n of the assessment of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , but r a t h e r the assessment i t s e l f 

tha t i n v o l v e s and i s dependent on acceptance by groups i n t e r n a l 

and e x t e r n a l to the system. He appears to d e f i n e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y i n q u o t a t i o n M2 as the " p e r i p h e r a l s t a t u s " of a 

"program" which i s dependent upon "the degree of acceptance" 

a f f o r d e d the program by groups i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l to the 

s y s t e m . 3 6 9 He i d e n t i f i e d the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element in 

q u o t a t i o n M2 both as a program and as a d u l t s c h o o l s . The s c h o o l 

system he r e f e r s to i s the l o g i c a l p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Because the c o n t e x t u a l l e v e l changes throughout the Monograph, 

C l a r k ' s r e f e r e n c e to a s c h o o l system c o u l d be that of the Los 

Ange le s Schoo l S y s t e m , 3 7 0 the C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e Department of 

E d u c a t i o n , 3 7 1 or the p u b l i c s c h o o l systems of the U n i t e d 

3 6 8 I d e m , Monograph, p . 58. 

3 6 9 I b i d . , p . 58. 

3 7 0 I b i d . , pp . Acknowledgments, 47. 

3 7 ' I b i d . , pp . 43-5 , 47, 51 . 

3 7 2 I b i d . , pp . 44, 48-52, 54-7 . 
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S t a t e s , 3 7 2 a l l of which were r e p e a t e d l y named by C l a r k i n h i s 

Monograph p r i o r to h i s f i r s t use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n the 

document. 

C l a r k ' s next s i x uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y are i n h i s 

p r e s e n t a t i o n of what he i n i t i a l l y i d e n t i f i e s as s y m p t o m s 3 7 3 of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , but which he r e i n t r o d u c e s as an e v i d e n c e , 3 7 * 

c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r , 3 7 5 i n d e x , 3 7 6 ambiguous i n d e x , 3 7 7 and 

h y p o t h e t i c a l i n d e x . 3 7 8 C l a r k enumerates s i x v a r i a b l e s in h i s 

Monograph and d e s c r i b e s t h e m . 3 7 9 He uses the term m a r g i n a l i t y in 

c l a r i f y i n g h i s f i r s t , s econd , t h i r d , f i f t h , and s i x t h v a r i a b l e s . 

Because C l a r k ' s f i r s t and second v a r i a b l e s were taken 

almost v e r b a t i m from C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n , and because the 

d i s c u s s i o n , a n a l y s e s and c r i t i q u e of term use , i n c l u d i n g the 

data c l a s s i f i e d from the q u o t a t i o n s and p r e s e n t e d in T a b l e 3 of 

t h i s t h e s i s , a p p l i e s l i k e w i s e to t h e i r p r e s e n t a t i o n i n the 

Monograph, o n l y the d i s c u s s i o n w i l l be repea ted and the 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g q u o t a t i o n numbers w i l l be g i v e n . Where o ther 

v a r i a b l e s have been r e p e a t e d , r e f e r e n c e w i l l be made to the 

p r i m a r y document and on ly a l t e r a t i o n s to the p r e s e n t a t i o n of the 

v a r i a b l e w i l l be d i s c u s s e d , a n a l y z e d , and c r i t i q u e d . 

In C l a r k ' s t h i r d use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , i n h i s 

Monograph, he l a b e l s what he had i n t r o d u c e d as a symptom of 

m a r g i n a l i t y as an ev idence of m a r g i n a l i t y : 

3 7 3 I b i d . , p . 58. 

3 7 f l I b i d . ; 3 7 5 I b i d . ; 3 7 6 I b i d . ; 3 7 7 I b i d . , 
3 7 8 I b i d . 

3 7 9 I b i d . , pp . 57-60. 

p . 60.; 

0 
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(M3) 

1. Some ev idence of m a r g i n a l i t y i s i n d i c a t e d in the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . The s t a t e 
s c h o o l system i s composed of e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l , 
and j u n i o r c o l l e g e d i s t r i c t s ; these are the b a s i c 
l e g a l u n i t s f or f i n a n c e and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Once 
voted i n t o e x i s t e n c e by the l o c a l e l e c t o r a t e , these 
d i s t r i c t s , under t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e boards of e d u c a t i o n , 
must m a i n t a i n a p p r o p r i a t e s c h o o l s . In c o n t r a s t , a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n does not have a d i s t r i c t s t a t u s , and a d u l t 
c l a s s e s must be a t t a c h e d to the b a s i c l e g a l u n i t s . 
A l s o , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i s backed main ly by p e r m i s s i v e 
l e g i s l a t i o n ; the s t a t e a u t h o r i z e s a d u l t c l a s s e s , but 
makes no mandate for them. C l a s s e s i n c i t i z e n s h i p and 
l i t e r a c y are the main e x c e p t i o n s to t h i s nonmandatory 
s t a t u s . 3 8 0 

C l a r k r e f e r s to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element both as a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n and as a d u l t c l a s s e s . The a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element may 

be l a b e l e d as an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t by v i r t u e of i t s be ing 

a t t a c h e d to e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e 

d i s t r i c t s or the s t a t e s c h o o l system. Both the d i s t r i c t s and 

the s t a t e s c h o o l system c o n s t i t u t e p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s — t h e 

d i s t r i c t s are immediate p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and the s t a t e 

s c h o o l system may be noted as a s u p r a - p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Both p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s have p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e s and 

f u n c t i o n s o ther than the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s and comparat ive 

s u b u n i t s i n t e r n a l to each system are assumed to e x i s t and to 

f u l f i l l the s t a t e d pr imary o b j e c t i v e s and f u n c t i o n s of the 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

The v a r i a b l e of m a r g i n a l i t y noted by C l a r k i n q u o t a t i o n M3 

i s l e g i s l a t i v e d i s p a r i t y . C l a r k noted t h a t both the p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s and t h e i r p r i m a r y s u b u n i t s have l e g i s l a t i v e 

3 8 0 I b i d . , p . 58. 
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mandates and tha t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n opera te s w i t h no mandate under 

p e r m i s s i v e l e g i s l a t i o n . 

C l a r k used the term m a r g i n a l i t y in h i s Monograph in 

e x p l a i n i n g h i s second v a r i a b l e of m a r g i n a l i t y : 

(M4) 

2. As f r e q u e n t l y happens wi th a new a c t i v i t y , a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n began as a secondary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s working wi th o ther programs. The 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n in the s t a t e had 
t h i s c h a r a c t e r u n t i l 1931, and i t was symptomatic of 
the program's s e c o n d - c l a s s p o s i t i o n . A f t e r 1931 there 
were separate p r i n c i p a l s , but ma in ly i n p a r t - t i m e 
p o s t s . The number of f u l l - t i m e p o s i t i o n s has 
g r a d u a l l y i n c r e a s e d , but i t i s on ly w i t h i n recent 
y e a r s that the l a r g e s t department in the s t a t e , f or 
example, has been manned c o m p l e t e l y by f u l l - t i m e 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s (the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n branch of the Los 
Ange les s c h o o l system in 1947-48) . P a r t - t i m e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has been a c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r t o , as 
w e l l as a symptom o f , a m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n . T h i s index 
suggests tha t m a r g i n a l i t y has been p a r t i a l l y reduced 
d u r i n g the l a s t t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s . 3 8 1 

In t h i s q u o t a t i o n C l a r k i d e n t i f i e s t h r e e v a l u e s of a 

v a r i a b l e of m a r g i n a l i t y . He c l a i m s t h a t the common v a r i a b l e i s 

a c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r , symptom, and an index of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

The t h r e e v a r i a b l e v a l u e s i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k d i f f e r e n t i a t e 

among a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t a t u s : the s t a t u s wherein a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t i s a secondary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ; 

the s t a t u s where s e p a r a t e , but p a r t - t i m e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s are 

a p p o i n t e d ; and the s t a t u s where f u l l - t i m e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s are 

a p p o i n t e d as a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s . The 

g r a d u a l i n c r e a s e in f u l l - t i m e p o s i t i o n s w i t h i n the B r a n c h , which 

i n c r e a s e C l a r k r e f e r s to in the q u o t a t i o n , i n d i c a t e s that the 

' I b i d . , p . 58. 
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v a r i a b l e i s c o n t i n u o u s r a t h e r than d i s c r e t e . An i n d i v i d u a l 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r may be a p p o i n t e d for any p o r t i o n of a f u l l - t i m e 

e q u i v a l e n t . 

C l a r k appears to use the terms a c t i v i t y , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , 

program, and a c t i v i t y synonymously in q u o t a t i o n M4 for purposes 

of i d e n t i f y i n g a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s in a 

g e n e r a l s ense . He more s p e c i f i c a l l y i d e n t i f i e s the A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l System as a s p e c i f i c 

example of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t e x p e r i e n c i n g a 

s t a t e of m a r g i n a l i t y d u r i n g 1931 through 1948. He r e f e r s to the 

Branch as a department i n the s t a t e . 

C l a r k appears to f i r s t make g e n e r a l s tatements c o n c e r n i n g 

h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y and then to c i t e h i s s p e c i f i c 

a p p l i c a t i o n , tha t be ing the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los 

Ange les Schoo l System. 

C l a r k used the term m a r g i n a l i t y for the f i f t h time in h i s 

Monograph i n d e s c r i b i n g what he i d e n t i f i e s as h i s t h i r d symptom. 

(M5) 

3. A t h i r d symptom of m a r g i n a l i t y i s the absence of 
s epara te p l a n t f a c i l i t i e s and o ther f i x e d c a p i t a l . I f 
a d u l t e d u c a t i o n were a b a s i c purpose of the s c h o o l s , 
w i th a s t a t u s a p p r o x i m a t i n g t h a t of o ther l e v e l s , i t 
would possess s p e c i a l f a c i l i t i e s . I f a comparison i s 
made to the j u n i o r c o l l e g e , 5 the l o s s in 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t a b i l i t y i s a p p a r e n t . Once a s c h o o l 
system has equipped a j u n i o r c o l l e g e w i t h c l a s s r o o m s , 
machine shop, l i b r a r y , and f o o t b a l l s t a d i u m , t h e r e i s 
a r e a s o n a b l e guaranty t h a t i t w i l l r emain . The a d u l t 
s c h o o l , i n c o n t r a s t , has no p h y s i c a l r o o t s w i t h which 
to p r o t e c t i t s e l f a g a i n s t re trenchment ; i t can more 
r e a d i l y be c o n s o l i d a t e d or d i s c o n t i n u e d . Moreover , 
p l a n t f a c i l i t i e s must be used tha t are not e a s i l y 
adapted to a d u l t use . C l a s s e s are h e l d i n e l ementary 
and h i g h s c h o o l rooms or at branches l o c a t e d on 
nonschoo l p r o p e r t i e s . The a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s seek 
s e p a r a t e f a c i l i t i e s , but they have l i t t l e chance of 
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o b t a i n i n g them from p u b l i c f u n d s . Thus i t becomes a 
s t r u g g l e to o b t a i n even s m a l l wooden bungalows on 
s c h o o l p r o p e r t y for the s o l e use of a d u l t c l a s s e s in 
Los A n g e l e s . 

5 Compar i sons w i th j u n i o r c o l l e g e s are p a r t i c u l a r l y 
u s e f u l , s i n c e a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and j u n i o r c o l l e g e 
e d u c a t i o n are the younger s c h o o l programs. High 
s c h o o l s began to push upward i n t o the t h i r t e e n t h and 
f o u r t e e n t h y e a r s about 1907; s epara te j u n i o r c o l l e g e s 
were a u t h o r i z e d , w i th s t a t e s u p p o r t , i n 1921. T h e i r 
i n i t i a l expans ion thus began i n a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same 
era as that of the a d u l t s c h o o l s . S t a t e of C a l i f o r n i a 
Department of E d u c a t i o n , T h i r t y - t h i r d B i e n n i a l R e p o r t , 
1928, P a r t I , pp . 2 7 - 2 9 . T O 

C l a r k d e s c r i b e s the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element s a i d to be 

e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y as a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , an a d u l t s c h o o l , 

c l a s s e s , and a d u l t c l a s s e s i n Los A n g e l e s . 

C l a r k i d e n t i f i e s h i s v a r i a b l e as "the absence of s eparate 

p l a n t f a c i l i t i e s and other f i x e d c a p i t a l . " 3 8 3 C l a r k has 

i d e n t i f i e d a n e g a t i v e - - t h e absence of someth ing- -as a symptom of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . Such an a s s e r t i o n i s i l l o g i c a l . B u r k e ' s 

e x p l a n a t i o n of the f u n c t i o n of n e g a t i v e s h e l p s to s u b s t a n t i a t e 

the a b s u r d i t y of s u g g e s t i n g a n e g a t i v e as a symptom. N o t i n g 

tha t the a d d i t i o n of n e g a t i v e s "to the u n i v e r s e i s s o l e l y a 

p r o d u c t of human symbol s y s t e m s " 3 8 " Burke d e c l a r e d t h a t : 

. . . t h e r e are no n e g a t i v e s in n a t u r e , where e v e r y t h i n g 
s imply i s what i t i s and as i t i s . To look for 
n e g a t i v e s i n nature would be as absurd as though you 
were to go out h u n t i n g for the square root of minus-
one. The n e g a t i v e i s a f u n c t i o n p e c u l i a r to symbol 

3 8 2 I b i d . , p . 59. 

3 8 3 I b i d . , p . 59. 

3 8 * K e n n e t h Burke , Language As Symbol ic Act i o n : Essays on  
L i f e , L i t e r a t u r e , and Method ( B e r k e l e y : U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a 
P r e s s , 1966), p . 9. 
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systems, q u i t e as the square root of minus-one i s an 
i m p l i c a t i o n of a c e r t a i n mathemat ica l symbol system. 

The q u i c k e s t way to demonstrate the sheer 
s y m b o l i c i t y of the n e g a t i v e i s to look at any o b j e c t , 
say , a t a b l e , and to remind y o u r s e l f t h a t , though i t 
i s e x a c t l y what i t i s , you c o u l d go on for the r e s t of 
your l i f e s a y i n g a l l the t h i n g s tha t i t i s n o t . • "It 
i s not a book, i t i s not a house, i t i s not Times 
S q u a r e , " e t c . , e t c . . . . B u t so f a r as the a c t u a l s t a t e 
of a f f a i r s i s c o n c e r n e d , some s i t u a t i o n p o s i t i v e l y 
p r e v a i l s , and t h a t ' s t h a t . 3 8 5 

Perhaps a l l that i s neces sary i s to r e d e f i n e s eparate p l a n t 

f a c i l i t i e s and o ther f i x e d c a p i t o l as an index of s t a t u s r a t h e r 

than accept C l a r k ' s d e f i n i t i o n of the g e n e r a l absence of 

s epara te p l a n t f a c i l i t i e s and other f i x e d c a p i t o l as a " f a c t o r " 

c o n t r i b u t i n g to low s t a t u s or as C l a r k worded i t , "the 

p r e c a r i o u s n e s s of the a d u l t s c h o o l s . " 3 8 6 He appeared to have 

been e x p l a i n i n g how separa te p l a n t f a c i l i t i e s and o ther f i x e d 

c a p i t a l b r i n g s s t a t u s and s t a b i l i t y to o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s 

p o s s e s s i n g i t . C l a r k c h a r a c t e r i z e d the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s 

in C a l i f o r n i a as h a v i n g few separa te f a c i l i t i e s and l i m i t e d 

f i x e d c a p i t a l . For C l a r k to then suggest that s t a b i l i t y i s l o s t 

through p o s s e s s i o n of "a l a r g e c a p i t a l i n v e s t m e n t " 3 8 7 i s 

c o n t r a r y to the ba lance of C l a r k ' s arguement and i s f e l t to be 

in e r r o r . 

I f C l a r k ' s p r e c e d i n g statement i s a c c e p t e d as e r r o r and the 

e x i s t e n c e of s epara te p l a n t f a c i l i t i e s and o ther f i x e d c a p i t a l 

3 8 5 I b i d . , p . 9-10. 

3 8 6 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 27. 

3 8 7 I b i d . 
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i s r e d e f i n e d as an index of s t a t u s , then C l a r k ' s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

of the e f f e c t s of t h i s index of m a r g i n a l i t y seems r e a s o n a b l e in 

the contex t of h i s case study of the a d u l t s c h o o l s w i t h i n the 

Los Ange les P u b l i c Schoo l System. A g a i n , however, r e l a t i v e n e s s 

i s a f a c t o r . Much depends on the na ture of the p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . I f i t i s the nature of the o r g a n i z a t i o n to 

u t i l i z e f a c i l i t i e s owned by o t h e r s r a t h e r than to secure and 

m a i n t a i n f a c i l i t i e s f or i t s p r i m a r y p u r p o s e s , and the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n has l i t t l e f i x e d c a p i t a l , then i t would be 

i l l o g i c a l to m a i n t a i n tha t the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t o p e r a t i n g 

under c o n d i t i o n s s i m i l a r l y e x p e r i e n c e d by o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n 

the o r g a n i z a t i o n i s e x p e r i e n c i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . 

True the o r g a n i z a t i o n as a whole may be m a r g i n a l to s o c i e t y , but 

the d e s c r i p t i o n of such a s t a t u s c a l l s for use of concept s q u i t e 

d i s t i n c t from C l a r k ' s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k d i d not use the term m a r g i n a l i t y in the d e s c r i p t i o n 

of h i s f o u r t h v a r i a b l e of m a r g i n a l i t y . 3 8 8 

C l a r k enumerated h i s f i f t h and s i x t h v a r i a b l e s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s Monograph, i d e n t i f y i n g them as "an ambiguous 

i n d e x , " a " h y p o t h e t i c a l i n d e x , " and as a "symptom" of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 3 8 9 

(M6 and M7) 

5. The most important symptom of the p r e s e n t 
m a r g i n a l i t y of the a d u l t s c h o o l i s the n e c e s s i t y of 
h a v i n g to s e l l the program to the p u b l i c and 
e s p e c i a l l y to o ther e d u c a t o r s . T h i s need i s s t r o n g l y 

3 8 8 I d e m , Monograph, p . 59. 

3 8 9 I b i d . , p p . 59-60. 



f e l t w i t h i n the ranks of the Los Ange les a d u l t 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . I t s tands out in the r e p o r t s of such 
s t a t e - w i d e groups as the C a l i f o r n i a A s s o c i a t i o n of 
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t o r s and in the b u l l e t i n s of 
the Bureau of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n of the C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e 
Department of E d u c a t i o n . 6 The a d m i n i s t r a t o r s d e f i n e 
t h e i r p o s i t i o n as " s t e p c h i l d " i n n a t u r e . They 
p e r c e i v e t h a t they are not a f f o r d e d a fundamental 
acceptance by o ther schoolmen and by s t a t e 
l e g i s l a t o r s . 

. . . t h e a d u l t programs s h o u l d . . . b e 
a c c e p t e d . . . a s an equa l p a r t n e r when i t comes 
to the s t a t u s of the a d m i n i s t r a t o r , the pay 
of i t s t e a c h e r s , use of f a c i l i t i e s and so 
on . T h i s e q u a l i t y s h o u l d be thoroughgo ing 
and sweep away the v a r i o u s forms of s econd-
c l a s s treatment of a d u l t e d u c a t o r s and t h e i r 
s tudent s which are s t i l l found in many 
d i s t r i c t s . Members of g o v e r n i n g b o a r d s , 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s , and day s c h o o l 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s and t e a c h e r s . . . tend to 
t o l e r a t e or show c o n d e s c e n s i o n toward a d u l t 
programs as though they were s t e p - c h i l d r e n 
in the f a m i l y of p u b l i c s c h o o l s , taken in 
for t h e i r s u b s i s t e n c e a l l o w a n c e s r a t h e r than 
for t h e m s e l v e s . 7 

To the ex tent that the program's e d u c a t i o n a l va lue i s 
ranked low r e l a t i v e to o ther uses of s c h o o l funds , the 
p o s i t i o n of the a d u l t s c h o o l i s i n s e c u r e . 
O r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i s the b a s i c source of  
i n s e c u r i t y f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e branches of a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n . The l o n g - t e r m problem of a d u l t - s c h o o l 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s i s to a c h i e v e a "peer" p o s i t i o n . They 
bad ly need a p a r i t y l e v e l , c l e a r l y d e f i n e d and 
r e s p e c t e d by a l l . The s e a r c h for acceptance i s a 
s t r u g g l e f o r s e c u r i t y . 

6 S t a t e of C a l i f o r n i a , Department of E d u c a t i o n , 
Bureau of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , Report and Proceed ings of 
the M o n t e c i t o Workshop i n A d u l t Educat i o n , 1952, pp . 
80-89 . 

7 I b i d . , pp . 8 0 - 8 1 . 3 9 0 

C l a r k ' s c o n t e x t of a p p l i c a t i o n i n the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n 

3 9 0 I b i d . , p p . 59-60. 
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i s "adul t s c h o o l " 3 9 1 i n p a r t i c u l a r , and "Los A n g e l e s " 3 9 2 i n 

g e n e r a l . C l a r k has added to h i s d e s c r i p t i o n of the v a r i a b l e the 

q u o t a t i o n from the M o n t e c i t o Workshop wherein he addresses the 

s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , but appears to do so 

i n the l i g h t of i t s e f f e c t on acceptance of a d u l t programs which 

tended to be t o l e r a t e d as " s t e p - c h i l d r e n in the f a m i l y of p u b l i c 

s c h o o l s . " 3 9 3 

C l a r k ' s used the term m a r g i n a l i t y for the e i g h t h and n i n t h 

t imes in h i s Monograph in d e s c r i p t i o n of h i s s i x t h v a r i a b l e of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

(M8 and M9) 

6. S i n c e a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i s f i n a n c e d w i t h i n h i g h 
s c h o o l and ' j u n i o r c o l l e g e d i s t r i c t s , much of i t s 
budgetary support has been d e r i v a t i v e and o f t e n 
u n a n t i c i p a t e d . The amount of s t a t e a i d i s an 
ambiguous index of program m a r g i n a l i t y . The e a r l y 
bonuses f o r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n were i n d i c a t i v e of l i t t l e 
l o c a l support and r e f l e c t the a t tempts of s t a t e 
a u t h o r i t i e s to back the program. In the face of l o c a l 
m a r g i n a l i t y generous s t a t e a i d has been a s t r o n g p r o p . 
T h i s suggests a h y p o t h e t i c a l i n d e x . One r e a l t e s t of 
program s t r e n g t h would be the s c a l i n g down of s t a t e 
a i d to the same p r o p o r t i o n a l l o t e d to o ther programs . 
The r e d u c t i o n would f o r c e l o c a l boards to as ses s 
program v a l u e . A r e a l t e s t i s not l i k e l y to happen in 
a c l e a r - c u t way, but p o s i n g i t as a h y p o t h e t i c a l t e s t 
i s u s e f u l . Both advocates and opponents of the 
presen t program agree t h a t fundamental changes would 
be made. Opponents have sought to l i m i t s t a t e a i d for 
c e r t a i n types of c l a s s e s , knowing tha t l o c a l boards 
would not support these c l a s s e s out of l o c a l t a x e s . 
A d u l t e d u c a t o r s , on the o ther hand, have f e a r e d and 
fought such changes . The e x i s t i n g program c o u l d not 
m a i n t a i n i t s e l f in i t s pre sen t form i f i t s budget 
v a l u e were r e d u c e d . S i n c e s t a t e a i d may be m o d i f i e d 
from year to y e a r , a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s are always 
faced w i t h the p o s s i b i l i t y of an adverse change . 

3 9 1 I b i d . , p . 59. 

3 9 2 I b i d . 

3 9 3 I b i d . , p . 60. 
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I t seems e v i d e n t tha t s e c u r i t y for the a d u l t 
s c h o o l i s dependent upon the a c c e p t a n c e , p r i n c i p a l l y 
by those wi th power w i t h i n s c h o o l r a n k s , of a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n as a c e n t r a l a c t i v i t y of the p u b l i c s c h o o l , 
o r , m i n i m a l l y , acceptance at a w e l l - d e f i n e d , 
s t a b i l i z e d p a r i t y l e v e l . That t h i s p o s i t i o n has not 
been a c h i e v e d i s r easonab ly c l e a r to both p a r t i c i p a n t s 
and o b s e r v e r s . 3 9 " 

C l a r k appears to make a d i s t i n c t i o n between what he terms 

program m a r g i n a l i t y and l o c a l m a r g i n a l i t y . He l a b e l e d the 

"amount of s t a t e a i d " 3 9 5 as an ambiguous index of program 

m a r g i n a l i t y and c i t e s as ev idence the f a c t tha t s t a t e f i n a n c i a l 

support of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs i s not r e f l e c t i v e of support 

such programs r e c e i v e l o c a l l y . I t appears that C l a r k ' s 

e v a l u a t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y i s from a l o c a l p e r s p e c t i v e r a t h e r 

than from the p e r s p e c t i v e of the s t a t e or from p e r s p e c t i v e s of 

i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l s t a t u s g r a n t i n g groups c o n s i d e r e d e i t h e r 

i n d i v i d u a l l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y . C l a r k ' s d i s t i n c t i o n between 

program m a r g i n a l i t y and l o c a l m a r g i n a l i t y appears to be based on 

an e v a l u a t i v e p e r s p e c t i v e , r a t h e r than on d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n among 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements or v a l u e s s a i d to be e x p e r i e n c i n g 

m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k r e f e r s to the ambiguous element or v a l u e 

s a i d to be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y as a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , a 

program, program v a l u e , c l a s s e s , an a d u l t s c h o o l , and as a 

c e n t r a l a c t i v i t y of the p u b l i c s c h o o l . Once the q u e s t i o n s of 

e v a l u a t i v e p e r s p e c t i v e and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the element or 

v a l u e are a d d r e s s e d , the t h i r d delemma i s the d e t e r m i n a t i o n of 

3 9 " I b i d . , p . 

3 9 5 I b i d . 

60. 
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the range of c o n t e x t under c o n s i d e r a t i o n . In q u o t a t i o n s M8 and 

M9 C l a r k r e f e r s to c o n s i d e r a t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y on a l o c a l b a s i s 

by l o c a l b o a r d , w i t h i n s c h o o l ranks i n c l u d i n g h i g h s c h o o l and 

j u n i o r c o l l e g e d i s t r i c t s , and on a s t a t e b a s i s . 

C l a r k ' s next two uses of the term are to e x p l a i n the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p of the concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to that of an 

e n r o l l m e n t economy. C l a r k d e f i n e d an e n r o l l m e n t economy as a 

s t a t e i n which the number one a d m i n i s t r a t i v e concern i s 

e n r o l l m e n t and s u s t a i n e d a t tendance i n the face of v o l u n t a r y 

s tudent p a r t i c i p a t i o n . C l a r k sugges ted: 

(M10 and Ml 1) 

. . . t h a t the e n r o l l m e n t economy c o n s t i t u t e s the b a s i c 
complex of p r e s s u r e s o p e r a t i n g upon the a d u l t s c h o o l . 
T h i s i s because o r g a n i z a t i o n a l needs for s u r v i v a l and 
s e c u r i t y are d i s t i n c t l y shaped i n the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 
contex t by these f a c t o r s . 

To comprehend i t s p o t e n t i a l impact , the 
e n r o l l m e n t economy s h o u l d be seen i n r e l a t i o n to o ther 
c o n d i t i o n s . The p e r i p h e r a l s t a t u s of the a d u l t s choo l 
i s very i m p o r t a n t : the g r e a t e r the m a r g i n a l i t y , the 
s t r o n g e r i s the p r e s s u r e of the e n r o l l m e n t economy. 
Schoo l systems w i l l not c o n t r i b u t e g e n e r o u s l y to a 
program they o n l y weakly a c c e p t ; program 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s who are i n s e c u r e because of m a r g i n a l 
s t a t u s are more s u s c e p t i b l e to the p r e s s u r e s upon 
them. 

Purpose p l a y s a s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e in r e l a t i o n to 
o p e r a t i n g p r e s s u r e s . In the f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n , the 
mani fe s t g o a l s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n are a n a l y z e d . T h i s 
d i s c u s s i o n w i l l then p r o v i d e us w i t h a c o n f i g u r a t i o n 
of three h i s t o r i c a l c o n d i t i o n s : the m a r g i n a l i t y of 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y , the p r e s s u r e s of the 
e n r o l l m e n t economy, and the p o t e n t i a l e f f e c t of s t a t e d 
p u r p o s e . 3 9 6 

C l a r k i d e n t i f i e s the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element as an a d u l t 

3 9 6 I b i d . , p . 62 -3 . 
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s c h o o l and l a t e r in the q u o t a t i o n r e f e r s to i t as both a program 

and as a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . P r e v i o u s l y i n h i s d i s c u s s i o n of the 

e n r o l l m e n t economy, he i d e n t i f i e d the n e c e s s i t y for the a d u l t 

s c h o o l s to compete for s c a r c e funds wi th "elementary and h i g h 

s c h o o l u n i t s , " 3 9 7 which u n i t s had p r i o r i t y c l a i m s on the funds . 

These u n i t s c o n s t i t u t e the comparat ive e lements in the f i r s t 

a p p l i c a t i o n of a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y . The p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n i s i d e n t i f i e d in t h i s q u o t a t i o n as "school 

s y s t e m s , " 3 9 8 but e a r l i e r i n h i s d i s c u s s i o n of the e n r o l l m e n t 

economy, C l a r k s p e c i f i e d the p a r e n t a l u n i t in the C a l i f o r n i a 

contex t to be "school d i s t r i c t s " 3 9 9 assumed to be the 

e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l and j u n i o r c o l l e g e d i s t r i c t s i d e n t i f i e d 

in d i s c u s s i o n of h i s f i r s t v a r i a b l e of m a r g i n a l i t y . " 0 0 The 

C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e Department of E d u c a t i o n would , t h e r e f o r e , 

c o n s t i t u t e a s u p r a - p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

C l a r k appears to be a p p l y i n g concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y to 

three d i s t i n c t e lements : f i r s t , to the a d u l t s c h o o l ; second, to 

program a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ; and t h i r d , to an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

a c t i v i t y . M a r g i n a l s t a t u s , a term used i n the q u o t a t i o n to 

d e s c r i b e the r e l a t i v e s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e of program 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , assumed to r e f e r to a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of a d u l t 

s c h o o l s , has been d e f i n e d e a r l i e r in t h i s t h e s i s by t h i s author 

3 9 7 I b i d . 61 . 

3 9 8 I b i d . , P- 62. 

3 9 9 I b i d . r P- 61 . 

" 0 0 I b i d . / P- 58. 
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as a synonym f o r m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k next uses the term m a r g i n a l i t y in summaris ing the 

e f f e c t s of the t h i r d h i s t o r i c a l c o n d i t i o n i d e n t i f i e d by him in 

q u o t a t i o n ,M11, g o a l s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

(M12) 

In summary, the d i f f u s e g o a l s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 
are not l i k e l y to c o n t r o l d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g . T h e i r 
g e n e r a l i t y widens the d i s c r e t i o n of program 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . In the c o n t e x t of the e n r o l l m e n t 
economy p r e s s u r e s , where o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u r v i v a l and 
s e c u r i t y depend upon the s o l v i n g of a t t endance 
prob lems , the d a y - t o - d a y i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of such open-
ended purpose i s l i k e l y to be shaped by these 
s o l u t i o n s . And, in the c o n t e x t of m a r g i n a l i t y , i t i s 
even more l i k e l y that b a s i c o r g a n i z a t i o n a l needs w i l l 
r u l e the day . 

As the most s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r s i n the 
environment of d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , the three c o n d i t i o n s 
s p e c i f i e d in t h i s c h a p t e r may be viewed as u n d e r l y i n g 
the development of the a d u l t s c h o o l i n C a l i f o r n i a . 
These a b s t r a c t e d elements do not determine a l l f a c e t s 
of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l b e h a v i o r , but they d i s t i n c t l y and 
i m p o r t a n t l y . shape o r i e n t a t i o n , m o t i v a t i o n , and 
a c t i o n . u 0 1 

The a d u l t s c h o o l in C a l i f o r n i a c o n s t i t u t e s the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element in the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n . No comparat ive 

e lements or p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s are i d e n t i f i e d . 

C l a r k does not s p e c i f y i n which ways h i s t h r e e c o n d i t i o n s 

shape o r i e n t a t i o n , m o t i v a t i o n , and a c t i o n in a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e l ements , but he appears to suggest tha t where a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

elements e x p e r i e n c e m a r g i n a l i t y , the l i k e l i h o o d tha t t h e i r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l needs w i l l be g i v e n p r i o r i t y d e c r e a s e s . I t i s 

assumed tha t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y 

I b i d . , pp . 65-6 . 
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w i l l be i n f l u e n c e d more by the needs to respond to p r e s s u r e 

g r o u p s , r e q u e s t s and mandates from the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 

w i t h i n which they e x i s t , and to the n e c e s s i t y to a t t r a c t , and 

r e t a i n e n r o l l m e n t , than to i d e a l i s t i c goa l s and o b j e c t i v e s which 

have been e s t a b l i s h e d by a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e lement . C l a r k appears to view a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements 

e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y as p o s s e s s i n g very l i t t l e i n t e r n a l 

c o n t r o l over t h e i r e x i s t e n c e and development . 

C l a r k ' s next three uses of the term were used to d e s c r i b e 

how m a r g i n a l i t y p e r p e t u a t e d a dependency on s t a t e a i d w i t h i n 

C a l i f o r n i a : 

(M13, M14, M15, and M16) 

In the a d u l t s c h o o l the assessment of course va lue 
becomes very d i f f i c u l t . T r a d i t i o n a l methods of 
e v a l u a t i o n — w r i t t e n work, e x a m i n a t i o n s , course 
a c c r e d i t a t i o n — a r e not f e a s i b l e , and t h e r e are no 
s y s t e m a t i c t e c h n i q u e s to take t h e i r p l a c e . Attendance 
has become the e v a l u a t i o n a l c r i t e r i o n , a p p l i e d a c r o s s 
the board to c o u r s e s , t e a c h e r s , and s tudent groups . 
The a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s s t r e s s t h i s as t h e i r b a s i c 
s t a n d a r d . 2 0 Courses are deemed s u c c e s s f u l or 
u n s u c c e s s f u l on t h i s b a s i s , and i t i s f e l t tha t where 
s tudents remain w i t h a c l a s s they must be b e n e f i t i n g 
from i t . The e n r o l l m e n t c r i t e r i o n i s an o b j e c t i v e , 
e a s i l y a p p l i e d y a r d s t i c k . Moreover , i t reduces 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a n x i e t y by l e s s e n i n g the need for 
c o n t e n d i n g wi th purposes as c r i t e r i a of course 
i n i t i a t i o n and e v a l u a t i o n . With open-ended g o a l s , 
purpose c r i t e r i a have been ambiguous. The 
c o n c r e t e n e s s of the a t tendance c r i t e r i o n makes i t 
h i g h l y s e r v i c e a b l e i n t h i s c o n t e x t . The e n r o l l m e n t 
s t a n d a r d possesses an o b j e c t i v i t y and u n i v e r s a l 
meaning tha t i s somewhat s i m i l a r to the p r o f i t 
c r i t e r i o n of success i n p r i v a t e b u s i n e s s . 

I t s h o u l d be unders tood that these o p e r a t i n g 
procedures have a r i s e n i n the c o n t e x t of 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i t s p r e s s u r e s for 
a d a p t a t i o n . U n t i l the m a r g i n a l i t y of the a d u l t s c h o o l 
i s r e d u c e d , or s p e c i a l sa feguards are g i v e n to the 
program, a d m i n i s t r a t o r s must bank h e a v i l y on the 
s u r v i v a l and s e c u r i t y p o t e n t i a l i t i e s of s t a t e a i d . 
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Thus m a r g i n a l i t y f o r c e s a t t e n t i o n toward a t t e n d a n c e . 
T h i s c o n d i t i o n h o l d s f o r the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n b r a n c h , 
thought i t has the l a r g e s t p u b l i c - s c h o o l program i n 
the c o u n t r y . The p e r i p h e r a l na ture of the b r a n c h ' s 
presen t a c t i v i t y i s p a r t i a l l y i n d i c a t e d by i t s s t a t u s 
as a 2 per cent i tem in the budget . 

2 0 I n a s p e c i a l meet ing w i t h the board of 
e d u c a t i o n in J a n u a r y , 1953, the Los Ange le s a d u l t 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s s t r e s s e d tha t the c h i e f ins trument of 
c u r r i c u l u m e v a l u a t i o n i s the "attendance tha t remains" 
in c l a s s e s . TWQ o ther methods of e v a l u a t i o n were 
ment ioned: r e p o r t s by a d v i s o r y committees and 
c l a s s r o o m v i s i t a t i o n . I t i s r e a l i s t i c to s t r e s s , as 
the a d m i n i s t r a t o r s emphasize , that the l o g i c of the 
s i t u a t i o n makes a t tendance the y a r d s t i c k of e v a l u a t i o n 
S p e c i a l Meet ing of the Board of E d u c a t i o n , January 8, 
1953 ( f i e l d notes of author ) . W 2 

The A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l System 

i s the . o n l y a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element which was p o s i t i v e l y 

i d e n t i f i e d in the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n . On a more g e n e r a l i z e d 

l e v e l , yet s t i l l c o n f i n e d to o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s , C l a r k 

i d e n t i f i e d o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c a t e g o r i e s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements 

i n c l u d i n g a d u l t c l a s s e s , a d u l t s c h o o l s , and the B r a n c h , which 

groupings or s u b - g r o u p i n g s c o u l d be the focus in a p p l i c a t i o n of 

a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k ' s r e f e r e n c e to a program and to 

p u b l i c - s c h o o l programs in the U n i t e d S t a t e s c o u l d denote any or 

a l l of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c a t e g o r i e s j u s t enumerated or c o u l d 

be used to denote e d u c a t i o n a l p r o c e s s e s o c c u r r i n g w i t h i n these 

c o n t e x t s . No comparat ive e lements are named by C l a r k in the 

p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n . 

C l a r k r e f e r s to o p e r a t i n g p r o c e d u r e s hav ing " a r i s e n i n the 

contex t of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , w i th i t s p r e s s u r e s for 

a 0 2 I b i d . , p . 83. 
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a d a p t a t i o n . " " 0 3 The o p e r a t i n g p r o c e d u r e s he r e f e r s to appear to 

be the acceptance of an e n r o l l m e n t c r i t e r i o n as the b a s i s for 

course i n i t i a t i o n , acceptance of l e v e l of a t t endance as a 

u n i v e r s a l e v a l u a t i o n a l c r i t e r i o n for course s u c c e s s , and for 

t eacher and s tudent per formance; and e s t a b l i s h m e n t of open-ended 

g o a l s . The absence of goa l s w i t h i n an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t 

would c o n s t i t u t e the e x i s t e n c e of an open-ended p e r s p e c t i v e . In 

t h i s q u o t a t i o n C l a r k does not suggest a c a u s a l r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between m a r g i n a l i t y and these c i t e d o p e r a t i n g p r o c e d u r e s . In 

h i s e a r l i e r d i s c u s s i o n of one of the o p e r a t i n g p r o c e d u r e s , the 

e n r o l l m e n t economy, C l a r k no ted : 

the g r e a t e r the m a r g i n a l i t y , the s t r o n g e r i s the 
p r e s s u r e of the e n r o l l m e n t economy. Schoo l systems 
w i l l not c o n t r i b u t e generous ly to a program they o n l y 
weakly a c c e p t ; program a d m i n i s t r a t o r s who are i n s e c u r e 
because of m a r g i n a l s t a t u s are more s u s c e p t i b l e to the 
p r e s s u r e s upon t h e m . 4 0 " 

I t i s not apparent whether the m a r g i n a l i t y which C l a r k 

addresses i s tha t of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t or of the a d u l t 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t i s the a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r who 

i s most s u s c e p t i b l e to the o p e r a t i n g p r e s s u r e s i n a contex t of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k s t a t e s that " m a r g i n a l i t y f o r c e s a t t e n t i o n toward 

a t t e n d a n c e . T h i s c o n d i t i o n h o l d s for the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

b r a n c h , though i t has the l a r g e s t p u b l i c - s c h o o l program i n the 

4 0 3 I b i d . 

4 0 4 I b i d . , p . 62. 

4 0 5 I b i d . , p . 83. 
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c o u n t r y . " " 0 5 T h i s u n t e s t e d assumption by C l a r k w i l l be 

c h a l l e n g e d i n the N o n - c a t e g o r i c a l O b s e r v a t i o n s s e c t i o n to 

f o l l o w . C l a r k c o n t i n u e d to suggest tha t the " p e r i p h e r a l na ture 

of the b r a n c h ' s present a c t i v i t y i s p a r t i a l l y i n d i c a t e d by i t s 

s t a t u s as a 2 per cent i tem in the b u d g e t . " 4 0 6 C l a r k appears to 

equate a " p e r i p h e r a l nature" wi th a c o n d i t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y and 

appears to be s u g g e s t i n g tha t both a b s o l u t e s i z e and r e l a t i v e 

s i z e are i n d i c e s of v a r y i n g s i g n i f i c a n c e of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

The s i x t e e n t h and seventeenth uses of the term in C l a r k ' s 

Monograph were used to e x p l a i n an o t h e r - d i r e c t e d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

or i e n t a t i o n . 

(M16 and M17) 

M a r g i n a l i t y , d i f f u s e g o a l s , and the p r e s s u r e s of the 
e n r o l l m e n t economy l a y the b a s i s for a s t r o n g "o ther -
d i r e c t e d " 3 8 o r i e n t a t i o n on the p a r t of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . They tend to face outward, toward 
c l i e n t e l e and c r i t i c s , not inward toward t r a d i t i o n a l 
r u l e s and t h e i r own c o n c e p t i o n of r i g h t and wrong. 
The p r e s s u r e s of the e n r o l l m e n t economy f o s t e r 
s e n s i t i v i t y to o u t s i d e demands; i n s e c u r i t y r e s u l t i n g 
from m a r g i n a l i t y r e e n f o r c e s t h i s s e n s i t i v i t y , and 
open-ended purpose encourages i t . 

The importance of the o t h e r - d i r e c t e d o r i e n t a t i o n 
i s ev idenced by the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d u t i e s tha t are 
deemed most s i g n i f i c a n t . A d m i n i s t r a t i v e d u t i e s may be 
d i v i d e d i n t o three c a t e g o r i e s : r o u t i n e s c h o o l 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ; s e l e c t i o n , t r a i n i n g , and s u p e r v i s i o n 
of t e a c h e r s ; and community r e l a t i o n s . O v e r r i d i n g the 
i n t e r n a l d u t i e s i n importance i s the work o u t s i d e the 
s c h o o l s . Some of t h i s emphasis appears in the 
f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n by the s u p e r v i s o r of a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n : 

In Los Ange les we l i k e to have 
P r i n c i p a l s o r g a n i z e and d i r e c t the program 
i n the v a r i o u s communi t i e s . We want the 

4 0 6 I b i d . 



P r i n c i p a l to be one who has e x t e n s i v e 
community c o n t a c t s . We want him to be 
e n t h u s i a s t i c ; to be a promoter ; to be an 
e v a l u a t o r ; to be one who i s a l e r t to 
o r g a n i z e and d e v e l o p any proper e d u c a t i o n a l 
program, in any p l a c e at any t ime , which 
w i l l serve the a d u l t community in which h i s 
s c h o o l i s l o c a t e d . 3 9 

The p r i n c i p a l s are expected to b u i l d programs 
that w i l l serve a p a r t i c u l a r n e i g h b o r h o o d . They are 
to canvass i n d i v i d u a l and group d e s i r e s by means of 
the p e t i t i o n , the s i g n - u p l i s t , and i n f o r m a l 
assessment . They are expected to take an a c t i v e p a r t 
in community v o l u n t a r y a s s o c i a t i o n s ; a good a d u l t 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r i s e f f e c t i v e on the "luncheon c i r c u i t . " 
T h i s type of work not o n l y r e s u l t s i n a l a r g e r number 
of c l a s s e s but has v a l u e in improv ing p u b l i c 
r e l a t i o n s . A l s o , to p r o t e c t themselves a g a i n s t 
program r e s t r i c t i o n s by h i g h e r a u t h o r i t i e s , the 
p r i n c i p a l s g i v e a t t e n t i o n to p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y . T h i s 
was e v i d e n t in 1952-53, both i n r e l a t i o n to the s t a t e 
l e g i s l a t u r e , which was c o n s i d e r i n g r e s t r i c t i v e 
l e g i s l a t i o n , and the l o c a l board of e d u c a t i o n , which 
was dubious about the v a l u e of many c o u r s e s . For a 
number of r e a s o n s , t h e n , the r o l e of the a d m i n i s t r a t o r 
becomes that of a sa l e sman-promoter , and the a d u l t 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t en speaks of h i m s e l f in such terms . 

In t h i s way the h i g h l y competent "modern" 
p r i n c i p a l becomes d e f i n e d as one who i s v o c a l in 
championing a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , and a d r o i t in d e v e l o p i n g 
community c o n t a c t s . As a c o n c o m i t a n t , i n t e r n a l 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and the t r a i n i n g of a t e a c h i n g f o r c e 
tend to be deemphasized. S u p e r v i s i o n , in p a r t i c u l a r , 
becomes deva lued as a proper a c t i v i t y of the 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r . 

3 8 R i e s m a n uses t h i s concept to denote the type of 
c h a r a c t e r of many persons in modern s o c i e t y . "Other -
d i r e c t e d " behav ior i s e s p e c i a l l y s e n s i t i v e to o u t s i d e 
cues from the immediate env ironment , i n c o n t r a s t w i th 
i n n e r - d i r e c t e d and t r a d i t i o n - d i r e c t e d b e h a v i o r . Of 
s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t here i s tha t o t h e r - d i r e c t e d behav ior 
can be the product of r o l e mandates as over a g a i n s t 
the d i c t a t e s of p e r s o n a l i t y . In the presen t contex t 
the term i s used to r e f e r to the o r i e n t a t i o n of a work 
r o l e . P e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e w i t h a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 
i n d i c a t e s a range of p e r s o n a l i t y types among them, 
wi th many t e n d i n g to be i n n e r - d i r e c t e d men. The 
p r e s s u r e of the j o b , however, i s to f o r c e o t h e r -
d i r e c t e d n e s s r e g a r d l e s s of c h a r a c t e r t y p e . See D a v i d 
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Riesman, The L o n e l y Crowd. 

3 9 E . Manfred E v a n s , "Adul t E d u c a t i o n in Los 
Ange les C i t y S c h o o l s , 1948-49," New Los Ange les Schoo l  
J o u r n a l , 32, no. 3 (October 18, 1948T7" 7 r r ^ 

C l a r k a p p a r e n t l y equates an o t h e r - d i r e c t e d program wi th low 

s t a t u s or low a c c e p t a n c e , depending on which of C l a r k ' s concept s 

of m a r g i n a l i t y i s be ing a p p l i e d . He noted tha t m a r g i n a l i t y 

"reenforces" a " s e n s i t i v i t y . . . t o o u t s i d e demands," which 

s e n s i t i v i t y i s f o s t e r e d by p r e s s u r e s of an e n r o l l m e n t economy 

and i s encouraged by an open-ended p u r p o s e . 1 , 0 8 Because of t h i s 

attempt by C l a r k to show the r e l a t i o n s h i p among the four 

c o n c e p t s , i t would appear tha t C l a r k views m a r g i n a l i t y , an 

e n r o l l m e n t economy, and open-ended g o a l s as m u t u a l l y e x c l u s i v e 

c o n c e p t s . However, h i s d e f i n i t i o n s of each are too a b s t r a c t to 

a l l o w i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of p o s s i b l e common elements among them. 

When C l a r k m a i n t a i n s t h a t " m a r g i n a l i t y , d i f f u s e g o a l s , and the 

p r e s s u r e s of the e n r o l l m e n t economy l a y the b a s i s for a s t r o n g 

' o t h e r - d i r e c t e d o r i e n t a t i o n on the p a r t of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , " " 0 9 i t i s not c l e a r whether he views an o t h e r -

d i r e c t e d o r i e n t a t i o n as an index of each of the three concept s 

or whether a l l three are causes of the o t h e r - d i r e c t e d 

o r i e n t a t i o n . I f the l a t t e r , then the three concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , an e n r o l l m e n t economy, and open-ended g o a l s , may 

have one or more common c a u s a l e l ements . 

" 0 7 I b i d . , pp . 106-7. 

" 0 8 I b i d . , p . 107. 

" 0 9 I b i d . , pp . 106-7. 
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C l a r k uses a number of terms to i d e n t i f y a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e l ements . The terms a d u l t c l a s s e s and c o u r s e s might be a c c e p t e d 

as synonyms. A l t h o u g h much of C l a r k ' s p r e c e d i n g commentary i s 

at the c l a s s l e v e l w i t h i n v a r i o u s l e v e l s of the C a l i f o r n i a 

Schoo l System, h i s l e v e l of focus might be c o n s i d e r e d to be tha t 

of s c h o o l s because of h i s examinat ion of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r o l e s at 

t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l e v e l . No comparat ive e lements are 

s p e c i f i c a l l y i d e n t i f i e d . 

F o l l o w i n g a "review of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r a c t i c e in the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n b r a n c h , " " 1 0 C l a r k wrote of the n e c e s s i t y for "margina l 

s c h o o l p r o g r a m s " " 1 1 to defend and l e g i t i m i z e themse lves . H i s 

e i g h t e e n t h use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y was in e x p l a n a t i o n of the 

f i r s t of "three b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s of l e g i t i m a c y tha t have been 

w i d e l y used i n a t t e m p t i n g to g a i n acceptance f o r a s e r v i c e 

p r o g r a m . " " 1 2 

(M18) 

1. A d u l t e d u c a t i o n i s a l o w - c o s t opera t i o n . The 
seeds of t h i s p r i n c i p l e l i e in the generous s t a t e 
support d i s c u s s e d i n c h a p t e r s i and i i . I t i s an 
argument used p r i n c i p a l l y w i t h i n s c h o o l systems when 
the program must be defended be fore boards of 
e d u c a t i o n and o ther a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . One p o i n t in the 
argument i s that l o c a l d i s t r i c t s do not have to spend 
much for the program, s i n c e i t i s c o v e r e d i n l a r g e 
p a r t by s t a t e funds . A second p o i n t i s that the 
program takes o n l y 2 or 3 per cent of the s c h o o l 
budget , and no s u b s t a n t i a l s a v i n g can be made by 
c u t t i n g i n t o i t . The g r e a t e s t t empta t ion to support 

" 1 0 I b i d . , 

" 1 1 I b i d . 

" 1 2 I b i d . 

p . 118. 
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the program in t h i s way l i e s in d i s t r i c t s where the 
program i s most i n s e c u r e and where, at the same t i m e , 
i t has more than p a i d for i t s e l f out of s t a t e f u n d s . 
I t i s l e a s t used where the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n men r e a l i z e 
that acceptance on t h i s b a s i s i s d e b i l i t a t i n g , f or i t 
p e r p e t u a t e s t h e i r m a r g i n a l i t y and undermines more 
e t h i c a l p r i n c i p l e s . S t a t e l e a d e r s have c a u t i o n e d 
a g a i n s t t h i s type of de f ense , u r g i n g that the program 
be defended on the ground of i t s i n t r i n s i c e d u c a t i o n 
v a l u e . 1 0 In the Los Ange les system the p r i n c i p l e i s 
used i n f r e q u e n t l y and i n a m i l d form. I t i s sometimes 
s t r e s s e d that a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i s l e s s expens ive than 
the h i g h s c h o o l and j u n i o r c o l l e g e programs, w i th the 
i m p l i c a t i o n tha t the program o b t a i n s g r e a t e r r e t u r n s 
per d o l l a r of expense and i s e f f i c i e n t l y 
a d m i n i s t e r e d . 1 1 T h i s argument has u t i l i t y , e s p e c i a l l y 
when used in c o n j u c t i o n w i t h the f o l l o w i n g two 
p r i n c i p l e s . But i t i s c l e a r t h a t t h i s i s a m i n i m a l -
defense type of p r i n c i p l e , t e n d i n g to l e g i t i m i z e a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n at the m a r g i n . 

1 0 D r . George C . Mann, c h i e f of the Bureau of 
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , has s t r e s s e d t h i s p o i n t i n 
c o n f e r e n c e s and workshops of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

1 1 I n Los Ange les in 1952-53, d i r e c t per c a p i t a 
c o s t s were $365.44 for j u n i o r c o l l e g e s , $349.82 for 
s e n i o r h i g h s c h o o l s , and $223.23 for a d u l t s c h o o l s . 
The a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s b r i n g t h i s comparison i n 
expenses to the a t t e n t i o n of the Board of 
Educat i o n . 4 1 3 

C l a r k r e p e a t e d l y r e f e r r e d to a "program" which may be 

equated w i t h a l l formal a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s in a p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system w i t h i n C a l i f o r n i a , or a p o r t i o n , t h e r e o f . 

Whi le he does r e f e r to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element as s imply 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , i t i s assumed h i s r e f e r e n c e was synonymous to 

what he r e p e a t e d l y i d e n t i f i e d as "the p r o g r a m . " 4 1 4 C l a r k 

i d e n t i f i e d three p o t e n t i a l p a r e n t a l systems, the l o c a l s c h o o l 

4 1 3 I b i d . , pp . 118-9. 

4 1 4 I b i d . 
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d i s t r i c t s , the Los Ange les Schoo l System, and the C a l i f o r n i a 

Schoo l System. There i s no i n d i c a t i o n as to which l e v e l or 

whether h i s d e s c r i p t i o n of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l systems a p p l i e d to a l l 

t h r e e . C l a r k compared "adul t e d u c a t i o n " " 1 5 to "high s c h o o l and 

j u n i o r c o l l e g e p r o g r a m s " " 1 6 assumed to be a comparison of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n programs c o l l e c t i v e l y to programs o c c u r r i n g in h i g h 

s c h o o l s and j u n i o r c o l l e g e s . C o l l e c t i v e groupings c o u l d be made 

at any of the t h r e e s c h o o l system l e v e l s i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k in 

q u o t a t i o n M 1 8 - - d i s t r i c t , Los Ange les School System, or s t a t e 

l e v e l . Whi le C l a r k ' s a p p l i c a t i o n i s n o n - s p e c i f i c in that a 

p a r t i c u l a r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element and p a r e n t a l system are not 

named, and s p e c i f i c comparat ive e lements a r e , t h e r e f o r e , not 

i d e n t i f i a b l e , i t n e v e r t h e l e s s i s c o n s i s t e n t , w i th two 

e x c e p t i o n s . F i r s t , C l a r k foo tno te s an example which i s not 

c o n s i s t e n t w i t h h i s d i s c u s s i o n , and second, when he a p p l i e s h i s 

concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i t i s to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n m e n , " 1 7 not to 

the programs on which he focuses e lsewhere throughout the 

quota t i o n . 

T h i s i n c o n s i s t e n c y in the f o o t n o t e d m a t e r i a l i s in h i s 

comparison of s e n i o r h i g h s c h o o l s and j u n i o r c o l l e g e s w i t h a d u l t 

s c h o o l s . An e a r l i e r assumption was tha t C l a r k ' s " p r o g r a m " " 1 8 

r e f e r r e d to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s a g g r e g a t e d . C l a r k ' s u n i t of 

" 1 5 I b i d . , p . 119. 

" 1 6 I b i d . 

" 1 7 I b i d . 

" 1 8 I b i d . 
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comparison at t h i s p o i n t appears to be a c u m u l a t i v e t o t a l of a l l 

a d u l t s c h o o l s to c u m u l a t i v e t o t a l s of comparat ive e lements 

w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l system. 

C l a r k ' s n i n e t e e n t h use of the term o c c u r s i n the 

i n t r o d u c t i o n of h i s Chapter V , f o c u s i n g on c o n t i n u i n g 

i n s e c u r i t i e s of a d u l t s c h o o l s and e f f o r t s to reduce t h e i r 

v u l n e r a b i 1 i t y : 

(M1 9) 

The a d u l t program i s expected to be " e d u c a t i o n a l " 
and worthy of p u b l i c f u n d s . And what i s e d u c a t i o n a l 
and v a l u a b l e i s d e f i n e d by h i s t o r i c a l l y d e r i v e d norms 
and v a l u e s . The b e h a v i o r of t e a c h e r s and 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s at o ther s c h o o l l e v e l s i s governed by 
r e l a t i v e l y s t a b l e e x p e c t a t i o n s in the s c h o o l and in 
the community. A l t h o u g h these norms arose from and 
are c e n t e r e d around the e d u c a t i o n of the young, they 
are g e n e r a l l y t r a n s f e r r e d to the a d u l t s c h o o l . A 
course i s expected to have an e d u c a t i o n a l r a t i o n a l e ; 
t e a c h e r s shou l d t r a n s m i t knowledge and s k i l l to 
s tudent s at a h i g h r a t e of r e t u r n on the s c h o o l 
d o l l a r ; t e a c h e r s shou l d not be too a d a p t i v e to s tudent 
demands; h i s t o r y and mathematics are more l e g i t i m a t e 
than hobbies as s u b j e c t m a t t e r ; a d m i n i s t r a t o r s are to 
be p r o f e s s i o n a l program b u i l d e r s , a r t i c u l a t i n g and 
i n t e g r a t i n g c o u r s e s i n t o meaningfu l c u r r i c u l a r 
p a t t e r n s . 

The a d u l t - s c h o o l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s cannot i gnore 
these t r a d i t i o n a l norms, no matter how much they may 
f e e l t h e i r work [ i s ] m i s u n d e r s t o o d . S i n c e i t i s so 
important to them t h a t m a r g i n a l i t y be r e d u c e d , the 
judgment of e s t a b l i s h e d groups on p r o p e r b e h a v i o r 
becomes a c r u c i a l m a t t e r . I t i s not s u r p r i s i n g , 
t h e r e f o r e , tha t the work of the a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 
must be a l i g n e d w i t h a l o g i c of r e s p e c t a b i l i t y , as 
d e f i n e d by e x i s t i n g norms and proper e d u c a t i o n a l 
p r a c t i c e . To put i t b l u n t l y , the s e r v i c e program must 
face up to the s c h o o l c o n t e x t . Hence the dilemma of 
the a d u l t s c h o o l : Are the a d m i n i s t r a t o r s to f o l l o w the 
l o g i c of an o u t - a n d - o u t s e r v i c e program, as i t i s 
p r o p e l l e d by the demands of the e n r o l l m e n t economy, or 
shou ld they a l l o w themselves to be gu ided by g e n e r a l 
s c h o o l norms, g a i n i n g acceptance by d o i n g the 
t r a d i t i o n a l l y proper t h i n g ? T h i s dilemma i s no 
t r i v i a l m a t t e r , s i n c e i t i s formed by c o n f l i c t i n g 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n a l needs . In g e n e r a l , the s h o r t - r u n needs  
of the e n r o l l m e n t economy are i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h the  
l o n g - r u n need of o b t a i n i n g e d u c a t i o n a l r e s p e c t a b i l i t y . 

C l a r k addres sed the r e l a t i o n s h i p between a concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y and "the judgment of e s t a b l i s h e d groups on proper 

b e h a v i o r , " " 2 0 which proper b e h a v i o r he l a b e l e d as t r a d i t i o n a l 

norms. He appears to have used d i f f e r e n t concept s of norms 

w i t h i n the q u o t a t i o n . There i s d i f f i c u l t y i n d e t e r m i n i n g 

C l a r k ' s p r e c i s e d e f i n i t i o n of h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y in t h i s 

q u o t a t i o n because he names s e v e r a l d i s t i n c t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e l ements . 

Whi l e p a r e n t a l systems are i d e n t i f i e d o n l y as s c h o o l 

systems by C l a r k in the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n , o ther s c h o o l l e v e l s 

mentioned by C l a r k may be unders tood as terms d e n o t i n g 

comparat ive e l ements . 

C l a r k ' s use of three terms d e n o t i n g the e x i s t e n c e of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n elements at two or more l e v e l s i s p r o b l e m a t i c . In 

q u o t a t i o n M19, C l a r k wrote of c o u r s e s , programs, and s c h o o l s . 

Both c o u r s e s and s c h o o l s might be r e f e r r e d to as a program so 

C l a r k ' s use of the term i s u n c l e a r . I f the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

element i s i d e n t i f i e d as c o u r s e s , then comparisons might be made 

among c o u r s e s taught in p u b l i c e lementary s c h o o l s , j u n i o r h i g h 

s c h o o l s , h i g h s c h o o l s , j u n i o r c o l l e g e s , c o l l e g e s , and 

u n i v e r s i t i e s . I f the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i s s p e c i f i e d as a 

" 1 9 I b i d . , p . 123. 

" 2 0 I b i d . 
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s c h o o l , t h e n s t a t u s i s c o n s i d e r e d among a l l o t h e r c o m p a r a t i v e 

s u b u n i t s . w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l s y s t e m , n o t j u s t o f c o u r s e s 

w h i c h s u c h c o m p a r a t i v e s u b u n i t s s p o n s o r . 

C l a r k s u g g e s t e d t h a t a d u l t s c h o o l s h a d d i f f i c u l t y 

" a t t a i n i n g a r e p u t a b l e s t a t u s " " 2 1 i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h h i s 

t w e n t i e t h u s e o f t h e t e r m , m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k r e f e r r e d t o a 

S e n a t e i n t e r i m c o m m i t t e e c o n s t i t u t e d i n C a l i f o r n i a i n 1951 w i t h 

i n v e s t i g a t o r y a n d p u n i t i v e p o w e r s . " 2 2 He n o t e d : 

The 1951 -1953 i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h e a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n p r o g r a m i n C a l i f o r n i a h i g h l i g h t s t h e 
d i f f i c u l t y t h e a d u l t s c h o o l h a s h a d i n a t t a i n i n g a 
r e p u t a b l e s t a t u s u n d e r i t s t r i p l e h a n d i c a p o f 
m a r g i n a l i t y , o p e n - e n d e d p u r p o s e , a n d s e v e r e e n r o l l m e n t 
economy p r e s s u r e s . The r u l e s o f a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
c o n d u c t t h a t h a v e e m e r g e d w i t h i n t h e s e r v i c e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s a r e n o t c o m p a t i b l e w i t h g a i n i n g 
a c c e p t a n c e on t r a d i t i o n a l g r o u n d s . The a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 
h a v e t r i e d t o j u s t i f y t h e i r p r a c t i c e s by means o f t h e 
i d e o l o g y o f s e r v i c e , b u t t h e y must c o n t e n d w i t h t h e 
t r a d i t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e t h a t e a c h c o u r s e s h o u l d be 
j u d g e d on i t s r e l a t i v e e d u c a t i o n a l m e r i t s . The l a t t e r 
means p r o g r a m b u i l d i n g on t h e b a s i s o f p r o f e s s i o n a l 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n among e n d l e s s s u b j e c t - m a t t e r 
a l t e r n a t i v e s . " 2 3 

C l a r k most f r e q u e n t l y d e f i n e d m a r g i n a l i t y a s low s t a t u s o f 

an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l e m e n t w i t h i n an e d u c a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

In q u o t a t i o n M20 , C l a r k a p p e a r s t o be g i v i n g h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

o f t h e o u t c o m e o f t h e S e n a t e i n t e r i m c o m m i t t e e i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

w h i c h he f e l t h i g h l i g h t e d " t h e d i f f i c u l t y t h e a d u l t s c h o o l h a s 

(M20) 

" 2 1 I b i d . 129 . 

" 2 2 I b i d . , p p 1 2 5 - 6 . 

" 2 3 I b i d . , P. 129 . 
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had in a t t a i n i n g a r e p u t a b l e s t a t u s . " 4 2 4 Whi le t h i s passage can 

be i n t e r p r e t e d to mean that C l a r k f e e l s the a d u l t s c h o o l had 

a t t a i n e d a r e p u t a b l e s t a t u s wi th d i f f i c u l t y , i t i s u n l i k e l y he 

in tended such an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . When C l a r k uses the terms 

r e p u t a b l e s t a t u s , i t i s unders tood to mean a h i g h r a n k i n g on 

v a r i a b l e s viewed f a v o r a b l y by a s p e c i f i c i n d i v i d u a l or group and 

a low r a n k i n g on v a r i a b l e s viewed n e g a t i v e l y by the same 

i n d i v i d u a l or group . Concepts of r e p u t a t i o n and s t a t u s demand 

both v a l u e judgments on g iven v a r i a b l e s and r a n k i n g of e lements 

a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r c o n f o r m i t y wi th such judgments . 

I f C l a r k ' s concepts of " r e p u t a b l e s t a t u s " 4 2 5 and 

m a r g i n a l i t y are d e f i n e d as oppos ing concepts of s t a t u s on g i v e n 

v a r i a b l e s , and i f those v a r i a b l e s are common in both c a s e s , then 

i t was c i r c u l a r r e a s o n i n g to suggest t h a t m a r g i n a l i t y i s p a r t of 

a t r i p l e hand icap making i t d i f f i c u l t to a t t a i n a r e p u t a b l e 

s t a t u s . C l a r k i s , t h e r e f o r e , i n t e r p r e t e d to be s a y i n g tha t low 

s t a t u s i s one of three v a r i a b l e s making i t d i f f i c u l t f or a d u l t 

s c h o o l s to a c h i e v e h i g h s t a t u s - - n o t a w e l l thought out 

s ta tement . 

C l a r k used three term in the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n to 

i d e n t i f y a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements : program, s c h o o l , and c o u r s e . 

I t i s assumed tha t h i s concept of program i n c l u d e d both the 

a d u l t s c h o o l and the courses he r e f e r r e d to e l s ewhere , but i t 

may have been more a l l - i n c l u s i v e , s u g g e s t i n g the i n c l u s i o n of 

4 2 4 I b i d . 

4 2 5 I b i d . 
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o ther u n i d e n t i f i e d a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l ements . In h i s comments on 

the a c t i o n s of the Senate i n t e r i m committee on a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , 

C l a r k r e f e r r e d to a d u l t c l a s s e s and a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . A d u l t 

c l a s s e s may have been i n c l u d e d i n C l a r k ' s concept of program and 

he may have used a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and the term, program, 

synonymously . 

D e s p i t e a t t a c k s from a l e g i s l a t i v e Senate i n t e r i m 

committee , C l a r k m a i n t a i n e d t h a t : 

(M21 ) 

The s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e may t h r e a t e n the a d u l t s c h o o l ' s 
l e g i t i m a c y and p e r p e t u a t e i t s m a r g i n a l s t a t u s , but i t 
cannot d i r e c t l y s u p e r v i s e the program nor d i v e r t i t 
from a s e r v i c e o r i e n t a t i o n . The a d u l t s c h o o l s u r v i v e s 
such p r e s s u r e s ; but i t s p o s i t i o n i s not s t rengthened 
t h e r e b y . 

A more fundamental t h r e a t to the a d u l t s c h o o l now 
comes from an i n t e r n a l source r a t h e r than from such 
e x t e r n a l ones . T h i s i s the expansion of the j u n i o r 
c o l l e g e i n t o a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . I f we wish to 
unders tand the b a s i c sources of c o n t i n u i n g i n s e c u r i t y 
for the a d u l t s c h o o l , we must b r i e f l y d i s c u s s the 
C a l i f o r n i a j u n i o r c o l l e g e . For i t i s in d e f e n d i n g the 
a d u l t s c h o o l e n t e r p r i s e a g a i n s t the j u n i o r c o l l e g e 
expans ion that the p e r p e t u a t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y becomes 
most i n j u r i o u s . Where a t t a c k s from the l e g i s l a t u r e , 
i n t e r e s t groups , and some e d u c a t o r s r e v e r s e the 
p r o c e s s of l e g i t i m a t i o n , the a d u l t s c h o o l i s more 
v u l n e r a b l e to c o m p e t i t i o n from o t h e r s c h o o l 
depar tments . The l i k e l i h o o d i s enhanced t h a t o ther 
e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s w i l l become the chosen ins t ruments 
of p u b l i c - s c h o o l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , w i th s c h o o l funds 
and p o p u l a r support go ing to them. C l i e n t e l e groups 
do not seem i n t e n s e l y l o y a l to p a r t i c u l a r a d u l t 
s c h o o l s , but r a t h e r are a t t a c h e d to the n o t i o n of 
h a v i n g i n t e r e s t i n g c l a s s e s p r o v i d e d at conven ien t 
l o c a t i o n s . The j u n i o r c o l l e g e now c l a i m s i t can 
p r o v i d e such a s e r v i c e b e t t e r than can the a d u l t 
s c h o o l . " 2 6 

" 2 6 I b i d , p . 1 3 0 . 



1 73 

C l a r k e n t i t l e d a three and o n e - h a l f page s e c t i o n of h i s 

Monograph, " M a r g i n a l i t y of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . " 4 2 7 Whi le at t imes 

he d i s c u s s e d the m a r g i n a l i t y of the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , in 

q u o t a t i o n M21 he s p e c i f i c a l l y d i s c u s s e s the m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t 

s c h o o l s and the t h r e a t posed to the a d u l t s c h o o l s by the j u n i o r 

c o l l e g e s of C a l i f o r n i a of becoming the p r i n c i p a l v e h i c l e for 

e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . The . d i s c u s s i o n does not concern an 

i n c r e a s e or decrease of s t a t u s for a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n g e n e r a l , 

but r a t h e r the p o s s i b l e reass ignment of mandate f o r e d u c a t i o n of 

a d u l t s from one system s u b u n i t to a n o t h e r . C l a r k speaks of the 

"expansion of the j u n i o r c o l l e g e i n t o a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . " 4 2 8 T h i s 

i n and of i t s e l f does not n e c e s s a r i l y mean a lower s t a t u s for an 

a d u l t s c h o o l so long as j u n i o r c o l l e g e programs do not d i r e c t l y 

compete w i th a d u l t s c h o o l s for e n r o l l m e n t s , f a c i l i t i e s , s u b j e c t 

a r e a s , system f i n a n c i n g , or on the b a s i s of whatever v a r i a b l e s 

of s t a t u s are be ing u s e d . However, even when geography 

s epara te s the s e r v i c e p o p u l a t i o n s , s i m i l a r programs, such as the 

e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s , tend to compete f o r common r e s o u r c e s . When 

an a d u l t s c h o o l program i s h e l d c o n s t a n t , a l t e r a t i o n s in any 

comparat ive element can a f f e c t a change of s t a t u s f o r the a d u l t 

s c h o o l . When C l a r k speaks of "defending the a d u l t s c h o o l 

e n t e r p r i s e a g a i n s t the j u n i o r c o l l e g e e x p a n s i o n , " 4 2 9 the 

expans ion c o u l d be thought of in two d i f f e r e n t ways. The j u n i o r 

4 2 7 I b i d . , pp . 57-60 . 

4 2 8 I b i d . , p . 130. 

4 2 9 I b i d . 
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c o l l e g e s might d i r e c t l y compete w i th an a d u l t s c h o o l by o f f e r i n g 

s i m i l a r c o u r s e s to a common p o p u l a t i o n , or i n d i r e c t l y by 

o f f e r i n g a l t e r n a t i v e c u r r i c u l a to a common p o p u l a t i o n or by 

p l a c i n g an a d d i t i o n a l fund ing demand on a common p a r e n t a l 

sys tem. 

He wrote that " i t i s in d e f e n d i n g the a d u l t s c h o o l 

e n t e r p r i s e a g a i n s t the j u n i o r c o l l e g e expans ion tha t the 

p e r p e t u a t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y becomes most i n j u r i o u s . " " 3 0 T h i s i s 

i n t e r p r e t e d to mean that because of the m a r g i n a l i t y of an a d u l t 

s c h o o l , i t has i n s u f f i c i e n t power to defend i t s own t e r r i t o r i e s . 

These t e r r i t o r i e s might i n c l u d e a c l a i m to s t a t e funds and an 

e x c l u s i v e mandate for the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s , geographic a r e a s , 

p o p u l a t i o n s , s u b j e c t a r e a s , c o u r s e s , c u r r i c u l a , or programs. 

I t i s somewhat d i f f i c u l t to c o n c e p t u a l i z e from q u o t a t i o n 

M21 what C l a r k meant when he wrote of the p o s s i b i l i t y of the 

s t a t e l e g i s l a t u r e t h r e a t e n i n g the "adul t s c h o o l ' s 

l e g i t i m a c y , " " 3 1 and of "a t tacks from the l e g i s l a t u r e " r e v e r s i n g 

"the proces s of l e g i t i m a t i o n . " " 3 2 A d u l t e d u c a t i o n in the 

C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l System has e x i s t e d under p e r m i s s i v e 

l e g i s l a t i o n , meaning tha t "the s t a t e a u t h o r i z e s a d u l t c l a s s e s , 

but makes no mandate for t h e m . " " 3 3 The p r o c e s s of l e g i t i m a t i o n 

of a d u l t s c h o o l s w i t h i n the C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l System i n c l u d e d 

" 3 0 I b i d . 

" 3 ' i b i d . 

" 3 2 l b i d . 

" 3 3 I b i d . , p . 58. 
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e n a c t i n g of p e r m i s s i v e l e g i s l a t i o n , a l l o w i n g e s t a b l i s h m e n t of 

a d u l t c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s , p e r m i s s i v e use of p u b l i c s c h o o l 

f a c i l i t i e s , g r a n t i n g of s t a t e apport ionment funds to even ing 

h i g h s c h o o l s based on " a c t u a l a t t e n d a n c e , " " 3 " " s p e c i a l bonus" 

g r a n t s for "the f i r s t t h i r t y u n i t s of a t t e n d a n c e , " " 3 5 r e d e f i n i n g 

of the a t t endance day from the 4-hour h i g h s c h o o l day to a 3-

hour day g i v i n g a d u l t s c h o o l s a o n e - t h i r d i n c r e a s e in ADA s t a t e 

f u n d i n g , " 3 6 and t y i n g apport ionment fund ing l e v e l s for h i g h 

s c h o o l s to the success of t h e i r a s s o c i a t e d a d u l t s c h o o l s based 

on average d a i l y a t t e n d a n c e . " 3 7 These may have been a c t i o n s 

C l a r k had i n mind when he wrote of r e v e r s i n g the p r o c e s s of 

l e g i t i m a t i o n . I t i s i m p o s s i b l e to determine whether he had 

wi thdrawal of t h i s p e r m i s s i v e l e g i s l a t i o n and these s u p p o r t s and 

advantages in mind when he wrote of r e v e r s i n g the p r o c e s s of 

l e g i t i m a t i o n , or whether e x t e n s i o n of o v e r l a p p i n g mandates, 

suppor t s and advantages to o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n the system i s 

the r e v e r s a l p r o c e s s C l a r k in tended to a d d r e s s . 

C l a r k r e f e r s to i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t s c h o o l s s i x t imes in t h i s 

q u o t a t i o n , to a d u l t s c h o o l s c o l l e c t i v e l y once , and he uses s i x 

a d d i t i o n a l l a b e l s to denote a d u l t s c h o o l s i n d i v i d u a l l y or 

c o l l e c t i v e l y . C l a r k compares the a d u l t s c h o o l ( s ) to both "other 

s c h o o l departments" and "other s c h o o l l e v e l s " w i t h i n the 

" 3 " I b i d . , p . 52. 

" 3 5 I b i d . 

" 3 6 I b i d . , pp . 54-5 . 

" 3 7 I b i d . , pp . 55-6 . 
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C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l S y s t e m . " 3 8 H i s use of the term l e v e l s , i s 

c o n f u s i n g in that i t may r e f e r ' to o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s based on an unannounced v a r i a b l e , such as 

number of y e a r s of s c h o o l i n g , or i t may r e f e r to l e a r n i n g 

a t ta inment a s s e s s e d on the b a s i s of an u n s p e c i f i e d v a l u e or 

ins trument r e f l e c t i n g such v a l u e s . 

C l a r k summarized h i s c h a p t e r on "CONTINUING 

I N S E C U R I T I E S " " 3 9 i n which he d i s c u s s e d a t t a c k s from the S t a t e 

L e g i s l a t u r e and c o m p e t i t i o n from community c o l l e g e s w i t h i n the 

s t a t e of C a l i f o r n i a , by r e v i e w i n g what he p e r c e i v e d as "two main 

sources of c o n t i n u i n g i n s e c u r i t y " : " " 0 

(M22) 

T h i s c h a p t e r has rev iewed two main sources of 
c o n t i n u i n g i n s e c u r i t y for the a d u l t s c h o o l in the 
C a l i f o r n i a p u b l i c s c h o o l system: the c h a l l e n g e to 
l e g i t i m a c y from l a y q u a r t e r s , and the c o m p e t i t i o n of 
the community c o l l e g e . The f i r s t causes i n s e c u r i t y by 
b l o c k i n g the move of the a d u l t s c h o o l toward an 
a c c e p t e d r o l e ; i t tends to keep the program m a r g i n a l . 
The community c o l l e g e c o n t r i b u t e s to i n s e c u r i t y by 
t h r e a t e n i n g to take over a d u l t e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n the 
l o c a l s c h o o l system. T h i s would not be a t h r e a t i f 
the a d u l t s c h o o l were f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d and a c c e p t e d ; 
i t i s v u l n e r a b l e because of i t s m a r g i n a l i t y . Thus the 
c h a l l e n g e to l e g i t i m a c y c o n t r i b u t e s to the second 
source of i n s e c u r i t y . " " 1 

C l a r k appears to be d e f i n i n g m a r g i n a l i t y in the p r e c e d i n g 

q u o t a t i o n as both the c o n d i t i o n of low acceptance and as be ing 

" 3 8 l b i d . , P . 1 30. 
" 3 9 l b i d . , pp . 123-41 
" " ° I b i d . , P- 1 40. 
"" 1 I b i d . 
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l e s s than " f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d . " " " 2 A c c o r d i n g to e a r l i e r concepts 

of m a r g i n a l i t y used in t h i s t h e s i s , based on d e f i n i t i o n s of 

s t a t u s , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s may be both 

w e l l - a c c e p t e d and e s t a b l i s h e d , yet may be a f f o r d e d low s t a t u s 

w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n . Such low s t a t u s may p e r s i s t d e s p i t e the 

e x i s t e n c e of w e l l - d e v e l o p e d c l a s s e s , adequate r e s o u r c e s to 

a c h i e v e most i n s t i t u t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e s , i n s t r u c t o r s who r e c e i v e d 

a p p r o p r i a t e t r a i n i n g , achievement of and c o n t i n u e d maintenance 

of both an a c c e p t a b l e l e v e l and e f f i c i e n c y of work and p r o d u c t , 

and both s t a n d a r d s for and a r e c o r d of outcome and e f f i c i e n c y 

which match or exceed those of s i m i l a r i n s t i t u t i o n s . S t a t u s of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s among o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , which i s one concept of m a r g i n a l i t y , i s 

h i g h l y dependent on i n t e r n a l s t r e n g t h s and d i s t r i b u t i o n s of 

s t a t u s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

C o n c e p t u a l l y i t would appear that e f f e c t s of m a r g i n a l i t y 

would be h i g h l y i n f l u e n c e d by the range and d i s t r i b u t i o n of 

s t a t u s w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n and by the r a t e of p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l t r a n s i t i o n . I f an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t i s 

viewed f a v o r a b l y , i s h i g h l y s u p p o r t e d , and the fund ing or 

success of the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n or i t s o ther s u b u n i t s i s 

h i g h l y c o r r e l a t e d w i t h the success of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t , as was the case when s t a t e apport ionment l e v e l s for 

h i g h s c h o o l s i n C a l i f o r n i a were t i e d to a d u l t s c h o o l ADA l e v e l s , 

then even when the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t r e c e i v e s a low 

" " 2 I b i d . 
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r a n k i n g , d e t r i m e n t a l e f f e c t s to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t are 

l i k e l y to be m i t i g a t e d . Both the degree of r e q u i r e d change and 

i t s r a t e w i l l i n f l u e n c e the e f f e c t s of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k addres se s the m a r g i n a l i t y of the a d u l t s c h o o l i n the 

C a l i f o r n i a s c h o o l system in q u o t a t i o n M22. He a l s o d i s c u s s e s 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n "the l o c a l s c h o o l sys tem. '"" 1 3 One's view 

of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l t r a n s i t i o n and v a r i a b l e s a f f e c t i n g i t may vary 

as i t i s c o n s i d e r e d from d i f f e r e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l e v e l s . 

C l a r k ' s f requent s h i f t i n g from one a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element to 

another and between system l e v e l s i n c r e a s e s the d i f f i c u l t y of 

comprehending both h i s r e p o r t e d o b s e r v a t i o n s and the range of 

e x p l a n a t i o n s for such t r a n s i t i o n . In the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n i t 

might be r e f l e c t e d i n the d i f f e r e n c e in c o n s i d e r i n g the 

m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and the m a r g i n a l i t y of the a d u l t 

s c h o o l . M a r g i n a l i t y of an a d u l t s c h o o l i n c r e a s e s the 

p o s s i b i l i t y of a t r a n s f e r of a d u l t c l a s s e s from the subun i t of 

which the a d u l t s c h o o l s are a p a r t and wherein the c l a s s e s are 

not w e l l a c c e p t e d and have a low s t a t u s , to another subun i t 

wherein a d u l t c l a s s e s and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r a c t i c e s i n support of 

the c l a s s e s are more harmonious w i t h the ba lance of the s u b u n i t . 

In q u o t a t i o n M23 C l a r k i d e n t i f i e s m a r g i n a l i t y as a v a r i a b l e 

i n f l u e n c i n g change in e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s and i n the s c h o o l u n i t s 

through which they are implemented. C l a r k no ted : 

a a 3 I b i d . 
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(M23) 

The emphasis upon a t tendance in t h i s r e p o r t , for 
example, i s comparable to the emphasis i t r e c e i v e s in 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r a c t i c e . Moreover , t h i s r e p o r t has 
i n d i c a t e d that such an emphasis i s ma in ly a product of 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n d i t i o n s and p r o c e s s e s , not a matter 
of "good" or "bad" m o t i v a t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . There i s l i t t l e doubt that 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i s a prime c o n d i t i o n 
a f f e c t i n g the e v o l u t i o n of s c h o o l programs and 
e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s . I t i s hoped that o ther i n q u i r i e s 
w i l l r e f i n e these p o i n t s and f u r t h e r i s o l a t e the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l developments tha t l e a d to p r e d i c t a b l e 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l t r e n d s i n e d u c a t i o n . 4 4 4 

C l a r k announced in h i s I n t r o d u c t i o n of the Monograph tha t 

h i s i n t e r e s t was why and how e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s change . 

In modern s o c i e t y , what o c c u r s in v a r i o u s 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l systems i s a matter of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
a c t i o n . E d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s are o b v i o u s l y implemented 
by s c h o o l u n i t s ; i f we are concerned wi th why and how 
these v a l u e s change, we must look to the o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
themselves and to t h e i r p r o b l e m s . With formal 
o r g a n i z a t i o n hav ing become the t o o l s of s o c i a l a c t i o n 
i n l a r g e , complex s o c i e t i e s , the s tudy of 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l dynamics e n t a i l s the way in which 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e branches are shaped and i n t u r n a f f e c t 
the na ture of an i n s t i t u t i o n . 4 4 5 

E d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s i d e n t i f i e d in q u o t a t i o n M23 were s a i d by 

C l a r k to be a f f e c t e d by o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k 

s t a t e d tha t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y a f f e c t s both "the 

e v o l u t i o n of s c h o o l programs and e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s . " 4 4 6 C l a r k 

s t a t e d that h i s Monograph was concerned wi th how and why 

e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s change. T h i s i s h i s f i r s t a p p l i c a t i o n of a 

4 4 4 I b i d . , p . 141. 

4 4 5 I b i d . 

4 4 6 I b i d . , p . 143. 
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concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s in h i s Monograph. 

Two a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements are i d e n t i f i e d as e x p e r i e n c i n g 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . The s c h o o l programs c o u l d be 

c o n s i d e r e d as a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s a l t h o u g h no comparat ive 

element or p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i s s p e c i f i c a l l y named. 

L i k e w i s e w i th C l a r k ' s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s , no 

comparat ive v a l u e s are named nor i s the system i n which the 

v a l u e s are h e l d . 

C l a r k ' s t w e n t y - f o u r t h use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i s in h i s 

i n t r o d u c t i o n of four c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of o r g a n i z a t i o n s which he 

f e l t caused unguided change: 

(M24) 

We s h a l l next c o n s i d e r four c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of 
o r g a n i z a t i o n that generate unguided forms of 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l c h a n g e . 6 These a s p e c t s of o r g a n i z a t i o n 
are g e n e r a l i z e d h e r e , s i n c e they are p o t e n t i a l l y 
a p p l i c a b l e to o ther c o n t e x t s . They a r e : the nature of 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e purpose , the m a r g i n a l i t y of an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y , the ex tent of c e n t r a l i z a t i o n 
of a u t h o r i t y , and the degree of p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m among 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p e r s o n n e l . 

6 One of the e a r l i e s t t rea tments of i n s t i t u t i o n s 
i n American s o c i o l o g y , tha t of W i l l i a m Graham Sumner, 
s t r e s s e d a d i s t i n c t i o n between enacted and c r e s c i v e 
(unenacted) i n s t i t u t i o n s . More recent views have 
emphasized that a l l i n s t i t u t i o n s have c r e s c i v e 
e l ements , and that i n s t i t u t i o n a l development i s ma in ly 
a matter of n a t u r a l l y emergent forms of b e h a v i o r . See 
M a c l v e r and Page, l o c . c i t . " 4 7 

In q u o t a t i o n M25, C l a r k appears to d e f i n e e d u c a t i o n a l 

a c t i v i t y as both p r o c e s s and as an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t . 

4 4 7 I b i d . , pp . 144-5. 
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F i r s t , i t appears that he considers the educational a c t i v i t y as 

part of a movement, the adult education movement. Second, he 

wrote of administrative goals, which he imprecisely labeled as 

goals of leadership, being transmitted to the h i e r a r c h i c a l l y 

least s i g n i f i c a n t subunit of an adult education subunit (adult 

education subunit as defined in t h i s t h e s i s ) . Clark wrote: 

(M25) 

In the educational a c t i v i t y described in t h i s 
report, the o r i g i n a l purposes of the adult education 
movement were so broadened after 1925 that i t became 
synonymous with a l l adult learning; moreover, 
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n of purpose was not ca r r i e d out. The 
di f f u s e goals of higher levels of leadership have 
simply been transmitted down the organizational 
hierarchies to the smallest subunits of the adult 
education apparatus. The emergent structure of the 
adult school has placed a number of obstacles in the 
way of an e f f e c t i v e breakdown for purpose. F i r s t , the 
pressures of marginality and the enrollment economy 
force administrative action to be guided by 
s i t u a t i o n a l imperatives and to be l i t t l e affected by 
codes d i r e c t l y related to educational ends. Second, 
preprofessional administrative t r a i n i n g has been 
inadequate, and there has been l i t t l e opportunity to 
inculcate administrative codes before the p r i n c i p a l s 
face d i f f i c u l t problems of organization. Third, the 
conditions of work have not permitted the 
s t a b i l i z a t i o n of a teaching force, and hence the 
transmission of s p e c i f i c purposes to lower personnel 
has been unduly complicated. Fourth, as a subunit of 
large organizations, the adult school has specialized 
not in subject matter but in serving a geographic 
area. In Los Angeles there have been a few important 
exceptions, such as the Americanization and 
Cit i z e n s h i p Center. Geographic s p e c i a l i z a t i o n has 
naturally been c a l l e d for by the s p a t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n 
of school plants and student populations, and has been 
favored by organizational pressures." 4 8 

The relationship Clark intended to es t a b l i s h between the 

Ibid., pp. 1 4 7 - 8 . 
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e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y of h i s r e p o r t and the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

movement which he equated wi th " a l l a d u l t l e a r n i n g , ' " " 4 9 i s 

ambiguous, a l t h o u g h i t i s assumed tha t the e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y 

would be c o n s i d e r e d to be p a r t of a t o t a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

movement and p a r t of " a l l a d u l t l e a r n i n g . " 4 5 0 When he w r i t e s , 

however, tha t "the d i f f u s e g o a l s of h i g h e r l e v e l s of l e a d e r s h i p 

have s imply been t r a n s m i t t e d down the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l h i e r a r c h i e s 

to the s m a l l e s t s u b u n i t s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a p p a r a t u s , " 4 5 1 

he c o n f i n e s h i s a p p l i c a t i o n to what has been termed 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s . That i s , he 

addresses the s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

element which i s a t t a c h e d to a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n wherein the 

p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e s and f u n c t i o n s are o ther than the e d u c a t i o n of 

a d u l t s . 

C l a r k i d e n t i f i e s two d i s t i n c t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e lements in the q u o t a t i o n : the a d u l t s c h o o l and 

the A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n and C i t i z e n s h i p C e n t e r , both of which are 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s 4 5 2 of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the 

Los Ange les Schoo l System. 

4 4 9 I b i d . , p . 147. 

4 5 0 I b i d . 

4 5 1 I b i d . 

4 5 2 T h e term subuni t i s used here to denote (2) a 
s u b o r d i n a t e p o r t i o n of a l a r g e r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
u n i t , not as d e f i n e d for use e l sewhere in t h i s t h e s i s where i t 
i s used to denote (1) an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element 
which i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y s u b o r d i n a t e to a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 
or p h y s i c a l l y l a r g e r or more power fu l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l element 
whose p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n i s not the e d u c a t i o n of 
a d u l t s . 
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C l a r k ' s r e f e r e n c e to "a subun i t of l a r g e o r g a n i z a t i o n s " 4 5 3 

i s ambiguous. The A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les 

Schoo l System, w h i l e a s u b u n i t , in sense one, of the Los Ange les 

Schoo l System, i s l a r g e r i n comparison to the t w e n t y - f o u r a d u l t 

s c h o o l s and the A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n and C i t i z e n s h i p C e n t e r , which 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e lements might be c o n s i d e r e d as s u b u n i t s , in 

sense two, to the B r a n c h . 

Whi le two o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e lements are i d e n t i f i e d in 

q u o t a t i o n M25, both are c o n s i d e r e d to be a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t s in sense one. They may be c o n s i d e r e d i n d i v i d u a l l y or 

c o l l e c t i v e l y i n e s t a b l i s h i n g s t a t u s among o ther s u b u n i t s of a 

common p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . When c o n s i d e r e d i n d i v i d u a l l y , the 

remain ing s u b u n i t c o n s t i t u t e s one comparat ive e lement , but 

s t a n d i n g a lone i s of l i t t l e v a l u e i n e s t a b l i s h i n g the s t a t u s of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n wherein 

pr imary o b j e c t i v e s and f u n c t i o n s are o ther than the e d u c a t i o n of 

a d u l t s . Whi l e more than one a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t may e x i s t , 

and when e s t a b l i s h i n g the m a r g i n a l i t y of such an i n d i v i d u a l 

subun i t one might make comparisons among o ther a d u l t and non-

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s , comparisons to o ther a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t s o n l y would be of l i t t l e v a l u e in at tempts to e s t a b l i s h 

the s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t w i t h i n a t o t a l p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n wherein the p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n i s o ther 

than the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 

When more than one a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i s i d e n t i f i e d in 

4 5 3 C l a r k , Monograph, p . 148. 
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an a p p l i c a t i o n of a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y , and such elements 

are c o n s i d e r e d to be p a r t of a common p a r e n t a l system, each 

might c o n s t i t u t e comparat ive e l ements , a lon g wi th o ther non-

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l ements , when the m a r g i n a l i t y of an i n d i v i d u a l 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i s be ing a s se s sed or c o n s i d e r e d . 

Because the u t i l i t y of comparisons among a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e lements for purposes of e s t a b l i s h i n g the m a r g i n a l i t y of 

i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements i s p e r c e i v e d to be 

n e g l i g i b l e , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements are not l i s t e d as 

comparat ive e lements i n the i n d i v i d u a l l y t a b l e d c o n t e x t u a l and 

key element a n a l y s e s of term uses by C l a r k for the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k ' s l a s t four uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y in h i s 

Monograph appear i n h i s d i s c u s s i o n of the " E f f e c t of M a r g i n a l 

S t a t u s . " " 5 " The s e c t i o n i s an expanded v e r s i o n of h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n s e c t i o n t i t l e d , "The E f f e c t of M a r g i n a l i t y . " 4 5 5 In 

renaming the s e c t i o n , C l a r k s u b s t i t u t e s the terms m a r g i n a l 

s t a t u s for the term m a r g i n a l i t y . These terms were a c c e p t e d by 

t h i s author as synonyms e a r l i e r i n t h i s t h e s i s . 

Whi le s p e c i f i c a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s , comparat ive 

e l ements , and p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s are named in C l a r k ' s l e a d 

p a r a g r a p h , g e n e r i c i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s are employed w i t h h i s twenty-

s i x t h through t w e n t y - n i n t h uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . He 

wrote of " p e r i p h e r a l programs [assumed to be h i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

" 5 " I b i d . , pp . 148-50. 

" 5 5 I d e m , D i s s e r t a t i o n , pp . 172-3. 



185 

of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element] w i t h i n m u l t i p r o g r a m 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s [ g e n e r i c t e r m i n o l o g y for p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ] ; " " 5 6 "worker e d u c a t i o n programs [ a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e lements] w i t h i n t r a d e unions [ p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s ] ; " " 5 7 and 

"extens ion programs [ a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements] i n u n i v e r s i t i e s 

[ p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s ] ; " " 5 8 and m a i n t a i n e d tha t these a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lements w i t h i n t h e i r c o r r e s p o n d i n g p a r e n t a l systems 

"are p lagued by the same- d i f f i c u l t i e s tha t p r e v a i l w i t h i n the 

p u b l i c s c h o o l f r a m e w o r k " " 5 9 — a g e n e r i c i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the 

s u p r a - p a r e n t a l system of h i s case s t u d y . 

In w r i t i n g of the e f f e c t of m a r g i n a l i t y , however, C l a r k 

d i s t a n c e s h i s context from the s p e c i f i c enumerated examples to 

use g e n e r i c i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s of a d u l t e lements and c o m p a r a t i v e 

e l ements . He e x p l a i n e d : 

(M25) 

S e c u r i t y i s the prime p r e r e q u i s i t e f o r 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n e d u c a t i o n , i n the sense of 
c o n s i s t e n t , g o a l - d i r e c t e d b e h a v i o r . 1 1 M a r g i n a l i t y as a 
prime source of i n s e c u r i t y , tends to undercut the 
autonomy of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and to render d e c i s i o n 
making more s u s c e p t i b l e to e x t e r n a l i n f l u e n c e s . 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e a c t i o n i s then judged to be 
i r r e s p o n s i b l e , i n c o n s i s t e n t in terms of g o a l s , and 
o v e r l y r e s p o n s i v e to immediate d e s i r e s . T h i s s tudy 
has shown that the m a r g i n a l s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 
i s l i k e l y to make a d m i n i s t r a t o r s e s p e c i a l l y s e n s i t i v e 
to the p r e f e r e n c e s of community g r o u p s , and o r i e n t e d 
toward u s i n g the program for such u l t e r i o r mot ives as 

" 5 6 I d e m , Monograph, p . 148. 

" 5 7 I b i d . 

" 5 8 I b i d . 

" 5 9 I b i d . 
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improv ing p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s for o ther s c h o o l 
depar tments . 

1 1 F o r an extended , g e n e r a l treatment of e x e c u t i v e 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , see B a r n a r d , op . c i t . , chap , 
x v i i . 4 6 0 

C l a r k i s i n t e r p r e t e d as m a i n t a i n i n g that m a r g i n a l i t y i s a 

prime source of i n s e c u r i t y . He says i t i s m a r g i n a l i t y which 

"tends to undercut the autonomy of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , " 4 6 1 

unders tood to be the autonomy of a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lement , not so much the autonomy of a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of 

the t o t a l sys tem. C l a r k f u r t h e r suggests that i t i s m a r g i n a l i t y 

which renders a d m i n i s t r a t i v e " d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g more s u s c e p t i b l e 

to e x t e r n a l i n f l u e n c e s . " 4 6 2 C l a r k suggests t h a t m a r g i n a l i t y 

s e n s i t i z e s a d m i n i s t r a t o r s to immediate demands of e x t e r n a l 

groups and use of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element for secondary 

purposes such as for " improving p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s for o ther 

s c h o o l departments [ c o n s i d e r e d w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s to be 

comparat ive e l e m e n t s ] . " 4 6 3 L i k e w i s e , i t i s surmised that h i s 

r e f e r e n c e to a program was to denote the use of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element for improvement of p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s w i t h i n 

o ther comparat ive e lements w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l system, 

which comparat ive e lements C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d as "other s c h o o l 

4 6 0 I b i d . , p . 149. 

4 6 ' I b i d . 

4 6 2 I b i d . 

4 E 3 I b i d . 
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d e p a r t m e n t s . " " 6 4 

C l a r k animates h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y w i th term use 

M27. He wrote: 

(M27 and M28) 

I t f o l l o w s tha t a p e r i p h e r a l s t a t u s w i l l shape 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e i d e o l o g y , c a l l i n g for d o c t r i n e s that 
w i l l s t r e n g t h e n the o r g a n i z a t i o n . S i n c e m a r g i n a l i t y 
seeks adjustments b e n e f i c i a l to s e c u r i t y here and now, 
i t a l s o demands an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e i d e o l o g y tha t w i l l 
p r o v i d e a m o r a l l y s a t i s f y i n g r a t i o n a l e for these 
a d j u s t m e n t s . In a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , m a r g i n a l i t y has 
s t r e n g t h e n e d the need for a d o c t r i n e of s e r v i c e , or 
what might a l s o be c a l l e d a d o c t r i n e of immediate 
needs . The s e r v i c e d o c t r i n e c u r r e n t l y in use may be 
viewed as a n a t u r a l response to i n s e c u r i t y , f o r t h i s 
i d e o l o g y c l e a r l y s a n c t i o n s the tendency to p r o v i d e 
s e r v i c e to many groups w i t h i n and o u t s i d e the s c h o o l 
system i n r e t u r n for t h e i r s u p p o r t . " 6 5 

C l a r k r e f e r s to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element in M27 and M28 

s imply as a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . He appears to use the n o n r e s t r i c t i v e 

terms i n an e f f o r t to g e n e r a l i z e h i s concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y 

a c r o s s the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . A l t h o u g h he has used 

concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y o u t s i d e of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s in 

h i s Monograph, he appears to c o n s t r a i n h i s g e n e r a l i z a t i o n in 

these q u o t a t i o n s through h i s r e f e r e n c e to "the o r g a n i z a t i o n . " " 6 6 

The purpose of C l a r k ' s a n i m a t i o n of h i s a p p l i e d concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y in q u o t a t i o n s M27 and M28 i s u n c l e a r . He does not 

e x p l a i n the way i n which m a r g i n a l i t y would seek adjus tments , 

demand an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e i d e o l o g y , or s t r e n g t h e n a need. 

The f i n a l t e x t use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n the Monograph 

" 6 " I b i d . 

* 6 5 I b i d . 

« 6 6 I b i d . 
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appears in C l a r k ' s summary of the " E f f e c t of M a r g i n a l 

S t a t u s " : " 6 7 

,(M29) 

A m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n for an a c t i v i t y w i t h i n l a r g e r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s weakens the hand of i t s own work f o r c e 
i n c o n t r o l l i n g i t s deve lopment . In i t s i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
consequences , t h i s means tha t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  
m a r g i n a l i t y w i l l t y p i c a l l y c o n t r i b u t e to an unguided  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l e v o l u t i o n . 5 6 8 

C l a r k c o n t i n u e s to g e n e r a l i z e i n h i s summary of the e f f e c t 

of m a r g i n a l i t y . Whi le he does not c o n f i n e h i m s e l f to the f i e l d 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , nor s p e c i f y h i s " a c t i v i t y " 4 6 9 as an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lement , these assumpt ions are made. An a c t i v i t y 

might e x i s t anywhere in s o c i e t y , but C l a r k appears to c o n f i n e 

h i s focus to o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s through n o t i n g tha t h i s 

a c t i v i t y o c c u r s or e x i s t s "wi th in a l a r g e r o r g a n i z a t i o n , " and 

through h i s r e f e r e n c e to " o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , " and " 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l e v o l u t i o n . " " 7 0 

An a c t i v i t y i s more f r e q u e n t l y thought of as a proces s than 

as an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t . However, the l a t t e r i s assumed 

because C l a r k suggested that the a c t i v i t y e x i s t e d w i t h i n a 

l a r g e r o r g a n i z a t i o n and because h i s r e f e r e n c e to "an unguided 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l e v o l u t i o n " " 7 1 i n the Monograph would most 

" 6 7 I b i d . , pp . 148-50. 

" 6 8 I b i d . , p . 150. 

" 6 9 I b i d . 

" 7 0 I b i d . 

" 7 1 I b i d . 
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l o g i c a l l y be in r e f e r e n c e to the a d u l t s c h o o l s of the Los 

Ange les Schoo l System. 

The term m a r g i n a l i t y i s used twice a d d i t i o n a l l y w i t h i n 

C l a r k ' s Monograph, f i r s t in the T a b l e of Contents l i s t i n g the 

s u b s e c t i o n , " M a r g i n a l i t y of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , " " 7 2 and f i n a l l y 

w i t h i n the Index. 

In a l l , C l a r k used the term m a r g i n a l i t y twenty -n ine t imes 

i n the t ext of h i s Monograph. 

Examinat ion of C l a r k ' s t w e n t y - n i n e uses of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y from the t ex t of h i s Monograph has r e s u l t e d in the 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of numerous d i s t i n c t i o n s among concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . The n o t a t i o n of such d i s t i n c t i o n s enables t h e i r 

t a b l i n g for purposes of f u r t h e r a n a l y s i s . Chapter VI i s a 

d e s c r i p t i o n of the t a b l e and the a n a l y s i s made p o s s i b l e through 

the t e x t u a l examinat ion c o n t a i n e d in t h i s c h a p t e r . 

" 7 2 I b i d . , pp . 57-60. 
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CHAPTER VI 

ANALYSIS AND CRITIQUE OF USES OF THE TERM MARGINALITY 
IN CLARK'S MONOGRAPH 

Each of C l a r k ' s uses of m a r g i n a l i t y was quoted in contex t 

from h i s Monograph and d i s c u s s e d in the p r e c e d i n g c h a p t e r . Data 

were i d e n t i f i e d u s i n g the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n scheme proposed for 

c a t e g o r i z i n g uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y t a b l e d from C l a r k ' s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n . 

C a t e g o r i e s used in Chapter IV f o r c l a s s i f y i n g uses of the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y are used in t h i s c h a p t e r to c l a s s i f y t uses of 

the same term from C l a r k ' s Monograph. New elements and c o n t e x t s 

w i t h i n c a t e g o r i e s are r e f l e c t e d in the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n t a b l e and 

w i l l be d i s c u s s e d . T h i s c h a p t e r i s d e d i c a t e d to the 

p r e s e n t a t i o n of t a b l e d o b s e r v a t i o n s from the twenty -n ine uses of 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y which were i d e n t i f i e d i n t e x t c o n t a i n e d i n 

C l a r k ' s Monograph, and to t h e i r d i s c u s s i o n and a n a l y s i s . 

O b s e r v a t i o n s w i l l a l s o be made p e r t a i n i n g to uses of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y i n the Monograph which do not l e n d themselves to 

c a t e g o r i z a t i o n . T h i s w i l l occur under the s e c t i o n h e a d i n g , Non-

c l a s s i f i a b l e O b s e r v a t i o n s . The t w e n t y - n i n e term uses have been 
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a s s i g n e d the d e s i g n a t i o n s M1 through M29. 

C a t e g o r i c a l d e f i n i t i o n s w i l l s tand as proposed e a r l i e r in 

the d e f i n i t i o n of c a t e g o r i e s acompanying p r e s e n t a t i o n of the 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n schema in Chapter I V . New elements or c o n t e x t s 

added to the schema w i l l be d i s c u s s e d as data in the v a r i o u s 

c a t e g o r i e s are rev iewed . G e n e r a l o b s e r v a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g T a b l e 

4 w i l l f o l l o w . 

The b a s i c premise s t a t e d i n Chapter IV c o n c e r n i n g the 

f e a s i b i l i t y and importance of i d e n t i f y i n g the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e lement , c o m p a r a t i v e e l ements , and the p a r e n t a l system or 

c o n t e x t , when u s i n g concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y , i s accepted 

l i k e w i s e for uses of the term i d e n t i f i e d in the Monograph. 

M a r g i n a l i t y of the G e n e r a l V a l u e  
of A d u l t Educat ion and L e a r n i n g 

C l a r k announced that h i s concern i n w r i t i n g the Monograph 

was for the how and why of v a l u e s change . 

E d u c a t i o n a l va lues are o b v i o u s l y implemented by s c h o o l 
u n i t s ; i f we are concerned w i t h why and how these 
v a l u e s change, we must look to the o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
themselves and to t h e i r p r o b l e m s . " 7 3 

Because of the p r e c e d i n g i n t r o d u c t o r y comment in the 

Monograph, i t was a n t i c i p a t e d tha t concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y might 

be a p p l i e d by C l a r k to denote the s t a t u s of e i t h e r a d u l t 

l e a r n i n g or a d u l t e d u c a t i o n b e l i e f s or s t a n d a r d s , s i n g l y or 

c o l l e c t i v e l y , among comparat ive l e a r n i n g or e d u c a t i o n a l b e l i e f s 

or s t a n d a r d s , r e s p e c t i v e l y , which v a l u e s are h e l d e lsewhere in 

" 7 3 C l a r k , Monograph, p . 43. 
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s o c i e t y . 

A s i n g l e a p p l i c a t i o n of a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to v a l u e s 

was i d e n t i f i e d i n the Monograph. Rather than u s i n g the concept 

of m a r g i n a l i t y to denote the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n or 

l e a r n i n g v a l u e s , the s t a t u s denoted through C l a r k ' s use of the 

term " o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y " was s a i d to be "a prime 

c o n d i t i o n a f f e c t i n g the e v o l u t i o n of s c h o o l programs and 

e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s . " " 7 " I t appears he i s s t a t i n g that 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t a t u s of e i t h e r an a d u l t s c h o o l " 7 5 or "a 

m a r g i n a l s c h o o l p r o g r a m " " 7 6 a f f e c t s the e v o l u t i o n of e d u c a t i o n a l 

v a l u e s . I t i s not c l e a r whether he b e l i e v e d the e v o l u t i o n of 

e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s i s a f f e c t e d throughout the t o t a l system or 

whether the e f f e c t i s c o n f i n e d to v a l u e s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t ( s ) or segments t h e r e o f . 

Whi le q u o t a t i o n M23 i s an example of an a p p l i c a t i o n of a 

concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to v a l u e s , i t i s an i n d i r e c t r a t h e r than 

a d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n in tha t C l a r k suggests tha t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y a f f e c t s the e v o l u t i o n of e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s , which 

v a l u e s might e x p e r i e n c e m a r g i n a l s t a t u s in r e l a t i o n to o ther 

more c e n t r a l v a l u e s h e l d e lsewhere i n the l a r g e r system. 

When C l a r k proposed h i s h y p o t h e t i c a l t e s t des igned to 

" force l o c a l boards to a s se s s program va lue" in q u o t a t i o n M9, he 

wrote of the worth of programs, not of the s t a t u s of v a l u e s of 

" 7 " l b i d . , p . 141; see M23 f o r complete q u o t a t i o n . 

" 7 5 I b i d . , p . 140. 

" 7 6 I b i d . 
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an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n program r e l a t i v e to v a l u e s h e l d e lsewhere 

w i t h i n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s of a l a r g e r p a r e n t a l system 

wherein the p r i m a r y v a l u e s were not the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 

Worth denotes an a b s o l u t e v a l u e judgment, s t a t u s a r e l a t i v e 

s t a n d i n g . I t was the a b s o l u t e v a l u e of a program which C l a r k 

addressed i n q u o t a t i o n M9, not the r e l a t i v e s t a n d i n g of the 

s p e c i f i c v a l u e s a s s o c i a t e d wi th the program. Thus i t i s 

suggested tha t the concept of v a l u e s m a r g i n a l i t y d e f i n e d w i t h i n 

t h i s t h e s i s was not the concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i n f e r r e d by C l a r k 

in t h i s i n s t a n c e . 

M a r g i n a l i t y E x t e r n a l to the F i e l d of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l as w e l l as n o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e lements may 

e x p e r i e n c e m a r g i n a l i t y e x t e r n a l to the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

Because C l a r k used the term e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s i n a s s o c i a t i o n 

wi th h i s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y in q u o t a t i o n M1, the 

p o s s i b i l i t y e x i s t s that he was a d d r e s s i n g the m a r g i n a l i t y of 

e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s . I n s u f f i c i e n t ev idence e x i s t e d , as 

i l l u s t r a t e d by the l a c k of data f a l l i n g w i t h i n t h i s c a t e g o r y i n 

T a b l e 4, however, to conc lude tha t C l a r k was a d d r e s s i n g the 

s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n v a l u e s in r e l a t i o n s h i p to o ther 

e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n or system, or w i t h i n a 

broader s o c i e t a l c o n t e x t . 

M a r g i n a l i t y of the F i e l d of A d u l t Educat ion 

Whi le C l a r k used the t erm, a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , in a s s o c i a t i o n 

wi th seventeen of h i s t w e n t y - n i n e a p p l i c a t i o n s of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s Monograph, no comparison was made to 
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o ther f i e l d s of s tudy or p r a c t i c e , and no d i r e c t a p p l i c a t i o n of 

a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to the f i e l d as a whole was a p p a r e n t . 

Whi le h i s use of the term, a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , might l e a d to the 

c o n c l u s i o n tha t concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y are a p p l i e d to the f i e l d 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n as a whole, absence of comparisons in the 

document to o ther f i e l d s of study or p r a c t i c e does not support 

such a c o n c l u s i o n . C l a r k ' s r e f e r e n c e to "other p r o g r a m s ' " 1 7 7 

might be unders tood as a r e f e r e n c e to a f i e l d of s tudy or 

p r a c t i c e s eparate from a d u l t e d u c a t i o n were i t not for h i s use 

of the term program elsewhere i n c i t a t i o n s in which he used the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y as a d e s i g n a t i o n for o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s . " 7 8 

Because of the m u l t i p l e a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements named i n 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h C l a r k ' s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s 

Monograph and the m u l t i p l e comparat ive e lements named i n t h r e e 

of the seven i n s t a n c e s in which he used the term m a r g i n a l i t y , 

d e t e r m i n i n g how C l a r k has a p p l i e d a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i n 

each of h i s t w e n t y - n i n e a p p l i c a t i o n s has been a t e d i o u s , and i n 

most i n s t a n c e s an i m p o s s i b l e t a s k . Comparat ive e lements named 

by C l a r k appear to denote segments of the f i e l d of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n r a t h e r than the whole f i e l d . 

C l a r k t i t l e d h i s second s u b s e c t i o n of Chapter I I , 

" M a r g i n a l i t y of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . " " 7 9 Whi le one might p r e m a t u r e l y 

conc lude t h a t he was a d d r e s s i n g the m a r g i n a l i t y of the f i e l d , a 

" 7 7 I b i d . , p . 60. 

" 7 8 S e e r e f e r e n c e s M1, M5, and M18. 

" 7 9 C l a r k , Monograph, p . 57. 
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c l o s e r examinat ion of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and comparat ive 

e lements named by C l a r k in the s e c t i o n r e s u l t s in i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

of v a r i o u s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y be ing a p p l i e d to segments of 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n f i e l d . C l a r k makes comparisons to 

e lementary e d u c a t i o n , p u b l i c h i g h s c h o o l s , j u n i o r c o l l e g e s -

t r e a t e d as d i f f e r e n t s c h o o l l e v e l s . He appears to use the term 

l e v e l to denote o r g a n i z a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n s or s u b u n i t s r a t h e r than 

other f i e l d s of s tudy or p r a c t i c e . H i s f u r t h e r comparisons were 

to s e n i o r h i g h s c h o o l s , o ther e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s , s t r o n g c e n t r a l 

departments , o ther s c h o o l departments , h i g h s c h o o l programs, 

j u n i o r c o l l e g e programs, e s t a b l i s h e d programs, and o ther 

programs, and to e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l and j u n i o r c o l l e g e 

e d u c a t i o n , l e a d s to the c o n c l u s i o n , because of the na ture of 

comparat ive e lements i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k , that h i s concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y were a p p l i e d to segments of what t r a d i t i o n a l l y would 

be c o n s i d e r e d to be the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

W i t h i n the Monograph and a s s o c i a t e d w i t h C l a r k ' s use of the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y , no c o n c r e t e ev idence was i d e n t i f i e d which 

would i n d i c a t e tha t C l a r k used the term to denote the s t a t u s of 

the f i e l d , as a whole , to o ther f i e l d s of s tudy or p r a c t i c e . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l M a r g i n a l i t y 

With the e x c e p t i o n of the one a p p l i c a t i o n in q u o t a t i o n M23 

of a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to v a l u e s , a l l o ther uses of the 

term by C l a r k i n h i s Monograph appear to be c o n f i n e d to 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s . I t i s not c o n c l u d e d that a l l concept s 

of m a r g i n a l i t y a p p l i e d by C l a r k in the Monograph were c o n f i n e d 
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to o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s . R a t h e r , the absence of 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of n o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l comparat ive e lements by 

C l a r k , and h i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of numerous a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and 

comparat ive e lements i l l u s t r a t e h i s tendency to c o n f i n e h i s use 

of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y to o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s . 

Each of three e lements i d e n t i f i e d in the a n a l y s i s of T a b l e 

3 as e s s e n t i a l e lements for both a p p l i c a t i o n of and 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n the f i e l d of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n r e p r e s e n t key c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s in T a b l e 4 and 

w i l l serve as c h a p t e r s u b t i t l e s w i t h i n which i d e n t i f i e d elements 

c l a s s i f i e d i n the t a b l e w i l l be d i s c u s s e d . The importance of 

key e lements i n u n d e r s t a n d i n g and a p p l y i n g concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y was d e s c r i b e d as i t was i n t r o d u c e d i n Chapter I V . 

A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Element 

The term a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i s used here to denote the 

i n d i v i d u a l ( s ) , p r o c e s s ( e s ) , l o c a t i o n ( s ) , or o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

s u b u n i t ( s ) s a i d by C l a r k to be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y i n the 

f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . Terms used by C l a r k i n h i s Monograph 

to l a b e l the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element v a r y i n s p e c i f i c i t y . The 

two terms used by C l a r k most f r e q u e n t l y i n a s s o c i a t i o n wi th h i s 

use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y - - t h e terms program and a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n - - m a y denote a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s , p r o c e s s e s , or 

v a l u e s . C l a r k used the term program i n a s s o c i a t i o n wi th 

e i g h t e e n of h i s twenty -n ine uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . The 

term program i n these e i g h t e e n passages appears to have been 

used by C l a r k to denote the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element s a i d to be 

e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y . Used by C l a r k i n a s s o c i a t i o n wi th 
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these same e i g h t e e n uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y were f i f t e e n 

a d d i t i o n a l l a b e l s which would a l s o be unders tood to be 

d e s i g n a t i o n s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements s a i d to be 

e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y . The f i f t e e n l a b e l s were: 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e branches of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , a d u l t c l a s s e s , a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n men, A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the 

Los Angeles Schoo l System, a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments , a d u l t 

s c h o o l e n t e r p r i s e , a d u l t s c h o o l program, A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n and 

C i t i z e n s h i p C e n t e r , Bureau of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n of the C a l i f o r n i a 

Department of E d u c a t i o n , C a l i f o r n i a A s s o c i a t i o n of A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n A d m i n i s t r a t o r s , c o u r s e s , program v a l u e s , p u b l i c s c h o o l 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , and p u b l i c s c h o o l program. 

I t appears that C l a r k used s e v e r a l of these l a b e l s 

synonymously . In o ther i n s t a n c e s i t would appear tha t he was 

s u g g e s t i n g tha t s e v e r a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s , such as c l a s s e s , 

programs or a d u l t s c h o o l s , e x p e r i e n c e m a r g i n a l i t y as a 

c o l l e c t i v e . In s t i l l o ther q u o t a t i o n s , among the f i f t e e n 

i d e n t i f i e d as c o n t a i n i n g the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element l a b e l e d 

program i n a d d i t i o n to one of more a d d i t i o n a l l a b e l s i d e n t i f y i n g 

the same or a d d i t i o n a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l ements , i t becomes 

c l e a r that C l a r k was s u g g e s t i n g w i t h a s i n g l e use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y that m u l t i p l e a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements were 

e x p e r i e n c i n g or may e x p e r i e n c e the c o n d i t i o n . 

C l a r k used the term a d u l t e d u c a t i o n to denote the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element seventeen t imes i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h h i s use of 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y . Of the seventeen q u o t a t i o n s in which the 

term a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a p p e a r s , the term a d u l t s c h o o l s was used to 
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denote the same or a d d i t i o n a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements e i g h t 

t imes ; and the term program was used twelve t imes to denote the 

same or a d d i o t i o n a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l ements . E i g h t l a b e l s i n 

a d d i t i o n to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and a d u l t s c h o o l s were used to 

denote a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements i n q u o t a t i o n s w i t h i n which C l a r k 

used the term m a r g i n a l i t y : a c t i v i t y , a d u l t c l a s s e s , A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Angeles Schoo l . System, a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n departments , c o u r s e s , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n men, a d u l t 

s c h o o l e n t e r p r i s e , and p u b l i c s c h o o l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . C l a r k 

o f f e r e d no reason for h i s s h i f t i n g among l a b e l s used to denote 

e lements s a i d to be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y . Whi le s e v e r a l 

terms used by C l a r k c o u l d reasonab ly be unders tood as synonymous 

l a b e l s , s e v e r a l terms used i n the Monograph to denote elements 

s a i d by C l a r k to have e x p e r i e n c e d m a r g i n a l i t y are used as 

d i s t i n c t l a b e l s . 

Only four of the seventeen l a b e l s used by C l a r k in h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n to denote e lements i d e n t i f i e d to have been 

e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y through use of the s p e c i f i c term were 

used s i m i l a r l y in the Monograph. Four e x c e p t i o n s were: 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a g e n c i e s , a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e n t e r p r i s e and o r g a n i z a t i o n . He used seven a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

element l a b e l s in the Monograph which had not been used in the 

Di s s e r t a t ion i n a s s o c i a t i o n wi th the term m a r g i n a l i t y : 

e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e branches of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n men, a d u l t s c h o o l e n t e r p r i s e , A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n 

and C i t i z e n s h i p C e n t e r , c o u r s e s , and p u b l i c s c h o o l a d u l t 

educat i o n . 
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The l a b e l s f o r the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element denote 

i n d i v i d u a l elements i n f i v e i n s t a n c e s . C l a r k ' s Monograph 

i n d i v i d u a l e l e m e n t s . In f i v e i n s t a n c e s the l a b e l s f o r the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element i d e n t i f i e d i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h C l a r k ' s uses of 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y denotes m u l t i p l e elements w h i c h , f o r 

purposes of d e t e r m i n i n g s t a t u s , a re t o be c o n s i d e r e d 

c o l l e c t i v e l y . In the m a j o r i t y of i n s t a n c e s the s p e c i f i c i t y of 

terms used by C l a r k t o i d e n t i f y a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements used i n 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h h i s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , and 

d e s c r i p t i o n of c o n t e x t s t o which the l a b e l s p e r t a i n were 

i n s u f f i c i e n t t o d e t e r m i n e whether l a b e l s were used t o denote 

elements t o be c o n s i d e r e d i n d i v i d u a l l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y . 

Concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h v a l u e s and i n d i v i d u a l s 

a r e d i s t i n c t i v e from c o n c e p t s of m a r g i n a l i t y used t o denote 

s t a t u s of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s and p r o c e s s e s , which appear t o 

be C l a r k ' s most common a p p l i c a t i o n s of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n 

both the D i s s e r t a t i o n and the Monograph. 

C l a r k , i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h h i s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , 

uses a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element l a b e l s i n h i s Monograph which i n 

normal usage would be u n d e r s t o o d as d e s i g n a t i o n s of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s , e d u c a t i o n a l or 

l e a r n i n g p r o c e s s e s , l o c a t i o n s , or v a l u e s . Because of m u l t i p l e 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element l a b e l s b e i n g used i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 

most uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n the Monograph w i t h 

i nadequate c o n t e x t u a l i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e from C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g 

i n most i n s t a n c e s t o determine the n a t u r e of the concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y as a p p l i e d , i t i s o n l y t h r o u g h s u p p o s i t i o n t h a t the 
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reader can attempt to unders tand C l a r k ' s v a r i o u s concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

As in the p r e v i o u s a n a l y s i s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element 

l a b e l s used in a s s o c i a t i o n wi th the term m a r g i n a l i t y by C l a r k in 

h i s Di s s e r t a t ion one might attempt to i d e n t i f y each l a b e l from 

the Monograph a c c o r d i n g to i t s p o s s i b l e a p p l i c a t i o n to 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s , i n d i v i d u a l s , 

p r o c e s s e s , l o c a t i o n s , and v a l u e s . O b s e r v a t i o n s r e g a r d i n g use of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element l a b e l s common to both m a n u s c r i p t s appear 

to h o l d in c o n t e x t s common to b o t h . C l a r k i n t r o d u c e d four a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element l a b e l s in the Monograph. When he wrote of the 

m a r g i n a l i t y of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a g e n c i e s , i t c o u l d be in r e f e r e n c e 

to the s t a t u s of independent a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n s t i t u t i o n s in 

s o c i e t y . A d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s w i t h i n l a r g e r systems were 

p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e s , and f u n c t i o n s were o ther than the e d u c a t i o n 

of a d u l t s , or a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e agency v a l u e s i n 

r e l a t i o n to those h e l d e lsewhere w i t h i n s o c i e t y . C l a r k ' s 

r e f e r e n c e to the m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s can be 

unders tood as a d d r e s s i n g the s t a t u s of i n d i v i d u a l or groups of 

a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s in r e l a t i o n to o ther a d m i n i s t r a t o r s w i t h i n 

a common o r g a n i z a t i o n , system, or s o c i e t y . A l t h o u g h the l a b e l 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e n t e r p r i s e as used by C l a r k would most l i k e l y be 

unders tood as d e n o t i n g an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t or 

s u b u n i t , one might a l s o unders tand i t as a p r o c e s s l a b e l . When 

C l a r k r e f e r s to the m a r g i n a l i t y of o r g a n i z a t i o n , because the 

document focuses on a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , the use of the term as a 

l a b e l f or an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t or subun i t would be a common 
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i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 

C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s a p p l y i n g h i s concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y i n 

the Monograph can be c h a r a c t e r i z e d as be ing somewhat c a s u a l and 

n o n - s p e c i f i c . F u r t h e r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of h i s use of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element l a b e l s used in a s s o c i a t i o n wi th the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y i n the document and any s t a t i s t i c a l m a n i p u l a t i o n of 

the data beyond the r e p o r t i n g of f r e q u e n c i e s seems 

i n a p p r o p r i a t e . 

Comparat ive Element 

Comparat ive e lements serve as r e f e r e n c e p o i n t s for 

d e t e r m i n i n g s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements when named i n 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h a p p l i c a t i o n s of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Without i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of comparat ive e l ements , a p p l i c a t i o n s of 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y are incomplete and u n c l e a r . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , the d e t e r m i n a t i o n of s t a t u s demends the comparison 

of l i k e c l a s s e s of e l e m e n t s — o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s to 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s , p r o c e s s e s to p r o c e s s e s , v a l u e s to v a l u e s , 

i n d i v i d u a l s to i n d i v i d u a l s , and comparison of l o c a t i o n s to 

l o c a t i o n s . 

C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d c o m p a r a t i v e e lements i n ten of the twenty-

n ine c o n t e x t s in which the term m a r g i n a l i t y was used in h i s 

Monograph. In the remain ing n i n e t e e n c o n t e x t s , h i s use of the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y was u n c l e a r , based on the absence of i d e n t i f i e d 

comparat ive e l ements . 

C l a r k used t w e n t y - t h r e e d i f f e r e n t comparat ive element 

l a b e l s in the ten c o n t e x t s wherein he i d e n t i f i e d comparat ive 

e lements in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h h i s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . 
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Up to s i x comparat ive element l a b e l s were used in a s s o c i a t i o n 

wi th a s i n g l e use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . F r e q u e n t l y when 

m u l t i p l e d i s t i n c t comparat ive e lements were i d e n t i f i e d , they 

were not of a l i k e c l a s s . In term use M1, for example, C l a r k 

used the comparat ive element l a b e l s e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l , and 

j u n i o r c o l l e g e e d u c a t i o n ; o ther s c h o o l l e v e l s ; e s t a b l i s h e d 

programs; and s t r o n g c e n t r a l depar tments . E d u c a t i o n , s c h o o l 

l e v e l s , programs, and departments do not be long i n a common 

c l a s s when d e f i n e d through p o p u l a r use . C l a r k p r e s e n t s the 

reader a task more c h a l l e n g i n g than comparing a p p l e s and 

oranges . And what i s the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element named by C l a r k 

i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h these comparat ive e lements? C l a r k wrote of 

an "adul t program," d e f i n i n g i t as "a s e p a r a t e , p e r i p h e r a l 

a c t i v i t y , " and of "adul t e d u c a t i o n , " c l a r i f y i n g i t as "a 

m a r g i n a l program w i t h i n the s c h o o l sys tem." In the f i r s t 

i n s t a n c e , C l a r k appears to be d e f i n i n g the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

element as an a c t i v i t y , and in the second i n s t a n c e as an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t . A t t e m p t i n g to compare what appear to be 

two d i s t i n c t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements to e d u c a t i o n , s c h o o l 

l e v e l s , programs, and departments f o r purposes of d e t e r m i n i n g 

s t a t u s i s not a c l e a r - c u t t a s k . 

There appears t o be some b a s i s for comparison among some 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and comparat ive e lements i d e n t i f i e d in 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h term uses M1, M10, M11, and M18. No such 

l o g i c a l b a s i s f o r comparison appears to e x i s t between a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n and comparat ive e lements named i n a s s o c i a t i o n wi th 

term uses M5 and M21. 
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C l a r k c o n f i n e s h i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of comparat ive e lements 

to a s i n g l e element or c l a s s of e lements i n f o u r " 8 0 of twenty-

n ine uses i n the Monograph. In one of the four i n s t a n c e s , M9, 

the comparat ive element named by C l a r k i s p o t e n t i a l l y comparable 

to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements named by him i n a s s o c i a t i o n wi th h i s 

use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Only the g e n e r a l l a b e l for comparat ive e l ements , "other 

s c h o o l l e v e l s , " was repeated from the D i s s e r t a t i o n in C l a r k ' s 

Monograph. S i x t e e n a d d i t i o n a l comparat ive element l a b e l s were 

used in the Monograph in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h n ine of C l a r k ' s 

twenty -n ine uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . None of the. newly 

i n t r o d u c e d comparat ive element l a b e l s was used more than twice 

in the document in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h C l a r k ' s use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

The use in the Monograph of on ly one comparat ive element 

l a b e l from the s i x p r e v i o u s l y used in the D i s s e r t a t i o n and the 

i n t r o d u c t i o n of s i x t e e n a d d i t i o n a l comparat ive element l a b e l s 

appears to be a s i g n i f i c a n t o b s e r v a t i o n in the a n a l y s i s of 

C l a r k ' s uses of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y in the Di s s e r t a t ion and 

Monograph. The f u r t h e r o b s e r v a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g C l a r k ' s 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and comparat ive e lements which 

do not l e n d themselves to l o g i c a l comparison for purposes of 

e s t a b l i s h i n g s t a t u s , have a n e g a t i v e impact on c o n c e p t u a l 

c l a r i t y a s s o c i a t e d wi th C l a r k ' s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y in 

h i s Monograph. 

° S e e term uses M9, M19, M22, and M26. 
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I n s u m m a r y , t h e s p a r c i t y o f c o m p a r a t i v e e l e m e n t s a n d 

C l a r k ' s t e n d e n c y t o i d e n t i f y m u l t i p l e c o m p a r a t i v e e l e m e n t s i n 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h h i s u s e o f t h e t e r m m a r g i n a l i t y , when s u c h 

c o m p a r a t i v e e l e m e n t s a r e i d e n t i f i e d , a r e m a j o r b a r r i e r s t o 

c o n c e p t u a l c l a r i t y . I n t h e f i r s t i n s t a n c e t h e r e a d e r i s l e f t 

w i t h o u t a b a s i s o f c o m p a r i s o n f o r p u r p o s e s o f e s t a b l i s h i n g 

s t a t u s among e l e m e n t s . I n t h e s e c o n d i n s t a n c e C l a r k ' s 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f m u l t i p l e c o m p a r a t i v e e l e m e n t s p r e s e n t s an 

i m p o s s i b l e t a s k when e i t h e r t h e c o m p a r a t i v e e l e m e n t s a r e n o t o f 

a common c l a s s o r c o m p a r a t i v e e l e m e n t s o r p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

do n o t l e n d t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e n e c e s s a r y c o m p a r i s o n s f o r 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f s t a t u s . 

P a r e n t a l O r g a n i z a t i o n 

S p e c i f i c a t i o n o f a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a d d s c l a r i t y t o 

a p p l i c a t i o n o f a c o n c e p t o f m a r g i n a l i t y t h r o u g h i d e n t i f y i n g t h e 

r a n g e a c r o s s w h i c h s t a t u s i s t o be a s s e s s e d . W h i l e t h e r e a r e no 

c o n c l u s i v e a t t e m p t s by C l a r k i n t h e M o n o g r a p h t o a p p l y c o n c e p t s 

o f m a r g i n a l i t y b e y o n d t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f v a r i o u s s c h o o l s y s t e m s , 

h i s u s e o f n u m e r o u s a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a n d c o m p a r a t i v e e l e m e n t 

l a b e l s i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h h i s u s e o f t h e t e r m m a r g i n a l i t y i n 

t h e d o c u m e n t a r e s e l d o m s u f f i c i e n t l y s p e c i f i c t o d e t e r m i n e t h e 

r a n g e a c r o s s w h i c h s t a t u s i s t o be a s s e s s e d . 

C l a r k u s e d b o t h g e n e r i c a n d s p e c i f i c l a b e l s i n h i s 

M o n o g r a p h t o i d e n t i f y p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I n h i s 

i n t r o d u c t i o n o f m a n u s c r i p t s e c t i o n s i n w h i c h he u s e d t h e t e r m 

m a r g i n a l i t y , C l a r k f r e q u e n t l y i n t r o d u c e d p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 

l a b e l s , w h i c h m i g h t be t h o u g h t o f a s c o n t e x t u a l l a b e l s i n t h a t 
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they i d e n t i f y the range of a p p l i c a t i o n w i t h i n which a concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y a p p l i e s . C l a r k o f t e n s p e c i f i c a l l y or g e n e r i c a l l y 

i d e n t i f i e d more than one p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n in such 

i n t r o d u c t i o n s and in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h i n d i v i d u a l uses of the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y . Most l a b e l s c l e a r l y i d e n t i f i e d d i s t i n c t 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

. When both s p e c i f i c and g e n e r i c l a b e l s were used i n 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h a s i n g l e use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , i t was 

o f t en d i f f i c u l t to d i s c e r n whether or not the s p e c i f i c contex t 

was p a r t of the l a r g e r g e n e r i c a l l y l a b e l e d c o n t e x t , or whether 

both the g e n e r i c and s p e c i f i c p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n l a b e l s 

i d e n t i f i e d an i d e n t i c a l c o n t e x t . 

C l a r k ' s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n d i r e c t 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h h i s uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y or in 

i n t r o d u c t i o n of manuscr ip t s e c t i o n s wherein use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y o c c u r r e d , or h i s use of s p e c i f i c or g e n e r i c l a b e l s 

for a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and comparat ive e l ements , were s u f f i c i e n t in 

twenty-one of twenty -n ine cases in which the term m a r g i n a l i t y 

was used in h i s Monograph to conc lude tha t the p a r e n t a l system 

was w i t h i n the g e n e r i c c a t e g o r y d e s i g n a t e d as a "school sys tem." 

C l a r k used the g e n e r i c c a t e g o r i e s of " large o r g a n i z a t i o n s " 

t w i c e , l o c a l s c h o o l system once , a s c h o o l system i n the U n i t e d 

S t a t e s t h r i c e , e lementary s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s t h r i c e , h i g h s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s t w i c e , j u n i o r c o l l e g e d i s t r i c t s four t i m e s , and l o c a l 

d i s t r i c t s once . The p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n most f r e q u e n t l y 

i d e n t i f i e d i n a s s o c i a t i o n wi th C l a r k ' s use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s Monograph was the C a l i f o r n i a S c h o o l System, 
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named in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h seventeen of h i s t w e n t y - n i n e uses of 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y . Reference was made ten t imes to the Los 

Ange les Schoo l System. 

S p e c i f i c i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s were 

g i v e n in C l a r k ' s r e f e r e n c e s to the Los Angeles S c h o o l System and 

to the C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l System. A g a i n , wh i l e these l a b e l s are 

c o n s i d e r e d to be s p e c i f i c , each might r e q u i r e d e t a i l e d 

d e f i n i t i o n to f a c i l i t a t e a f u l l u n d e r s t a n d i n g of c o n t e x t s of 

s t a t u s . Of s i x t y - n i n e r e f e r e n c e s to p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

o c c u r r i n g in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y in 

the Monograph, twenty-seven were s p e c i f i c and f o r t y - t w o were 

g e n e r i c . P a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s were i d e n t i f i a b l e i n a l l but 

four i n s t a n c e s . More than one p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n was 

mentioned in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h n i n e t e e n of the t w e n t y - f i v e uses 

of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n which p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s were 

i d e n t i f i e d . Up to four d i s t i n c t o r g a n i z a t i o n s were i d e n t i f i e d 

in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h an i n d i v i d u a l term usage . A g a i n , when 

m u l t i p l e p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s are i d e n t i f i e d w i t h i n the 

c o n t e x t of a s i n g l e use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , the s p e c i f i c i t y 

of the term and concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i s weakened. 

N o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l M a r g i n a l i t y 

The N o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l M a r g i n a l i t y c a t e g o r i c a l l a b e l 

a p p e a r i n g i n T a b l e 4 i s f or the d e s i g n a t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e lements f e l t to be e x p e r i e n c i n g a s t a t e of m a r g i n a l i t y o u t s i d e 

of formal o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s . 

Whi le C l a r k used the terms a c t i v i t y , c l a s s e s , c o u r s e s , and 

programs w i t h i n the Monograph as a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element l a b e l s , 
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no a p p l i c a t i o n was s p e c i f i e d as o c c u r r i n g o u t s i d e of the formal 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g s which were the f o c i of C l a r k ' s s t u d y . 

Whi le t h e r e i s a l a c k of s u p p o r t i v e ev idence for the 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of C l a r k ' s usage of these terms as non-

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l , there i s c o n c u r r e n t l y a l a c k of s u f f i c i e n t 

c o n t e x t u a l d e t a i l in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h C l a r k ' s uses of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y in the Monograph to r u l e out c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s w i t h i n 

t h i s c a t e g o r y . 

Summary of C o n t e x t u a l and Key Element A n a l y s i s 
for C l a r k ' s Use of the Term M a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n the Monograph 

C l a r k made c o n f l i c t i n g s tatements in h i s Monograph 

c o n c e r n i n g the focus of the document. In h i s Acknowledgments he 

c l a i m e d t h a t : "This study i s based upon a d o c t o r a l d i s s e r t a t i o n 

completed i n the Department of A n t h r o p o l o g y and S o c i o l o g y , 

U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , Los A n g e l e s . " The d i s s e r t a t i o n to 

which he r e f e r s i s assumed to be h i s own, wherein he announced 

h i s c a s e - s t u d y - i n - d e p t h to be the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the 

Los Angeles S c h o o l S y s t e m . " 8 1 Next he announced t h a t h i s 

" s o c i o l o g i c a l s tudy of e d u c a t i o n a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n d i r e c t l y 

concerns the a d u l t s c h o o l in C a l i f o r n i a . " " 8 2 The A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

Branch of the Lbs Angeles Schoo l System was o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y 

c h a r t e d by C l a r k as i n c l u d i n g t w e n t y - f o u r such s c h o o l s . The 

q u e s t i o n became whether the s tudy concerned the s p e c i f i c A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange le s Schoo l System, i t s twenty-

1 Idem, D i s s e r t a t i o n , pp . 3-4. 

2 Idem, Monograph, p . 43. 
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four a d u l t s c h o o l s , or a l l a d u l t s c h o o l s in C a l i f o r n i a . When 

Cl a r k announced that the " a d u l t school i n C a l i f o r n i a has 

g r a d u a l l y taken on a s e r v i c e c h a r a c t e r , " * 8 3 one then needed to 

ask whether C l a r k was w r i t i n g of i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t schools or 

a d u l t schools c o l l e c t i v e l y . 

I t then appears that C l a r k makes a d i s t i n c t i o n between 

a d u l t education and a d u l t schools when he noted that "the 

marginal p o s i t i o n of a d u l t education w i t h i n the p u b l i c school 

system and the e f f e c t t h i s s t a t u s has upon the a d u l t s c h o o l " " 8 * 

i s the f i r s t of three f a c t o r s c o n s i d e r e d to be of b a s i c 

importance in "accounting f o r the emergence of t h i s s e r v i c e 

c h a r a c t e r . " " 8 5 

Within the opening three pages of the Monograph C l a r k began 

to i d e n t i f y keys to understanding h i s a p p l i c a t i o n of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y , a p u z z l e which becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y c o n f u s i n g 

through h i s use of twenty-four a d u l t education element l a b e l s in 

a s s o c i a t i o n with h i s twenty-nine t e x t u a l uses of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y . Most d i s t r a c t i n g to the e f f o r t to understand h i s 

use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y was h i s use of s e v e r a l a d u l t 

education element l a b e l s i n a s s o c i a t i o n with a s i n g l e use of the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y . T h i s n e c e s s i t a t e d d e t e r m i n a t i o n s of whether 

the l a b e l s were used synonymously, whether C l a r k was suggesting 

that each element experienced m a r g i n a l i t y , or whether the 

" 8 3 I b i d . , 

" 8 " l b i d . 

" 8 5 I b i d . 

p. 45. 
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e x i s t e n c e of m u l t i p l e a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements was i n d i c a t i v e of 

c a s u a l w r i t i n g . 

Had C l a r k been more c o n s i s t e n t in h i s use of comparat ive 

element l a b e l s and in h i s l a b e l i n g of p a r e n t a l systems or 

c o n t e x t s , much of the c o n f u s i o n a s s o c i a t e d wi th h i s use of the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y i n the Monograph may have been c l a r i f i e d . 

O b v i o u s l y from i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the d a t a , t h i s d i d not o c c u r . 

C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d comparat ive e lements in o n l y seven c o n t e x t s 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h h i s twenty -n ine uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . 

A l t h o u g h p a r e n t a l systems or c o n t e x t s were l a b e l e d by C l a r k in 

t w e n t y - f i v e of the twenty -n ine c o n t e x t s , the naming of m u l t i p l e 

systems and c o n t r a d i c t o r y systems was the r u l e . 

Not a s i n g l e i n s t a n c e was i d e n t i f i e d where i n f o r m a t i o n was 

adequate to i d e n t i f y the s t a t u s noted by C l a r k ' s use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y . Whi l e he d i d i d e n t i f y what he f e l t were v a r i a b l e s 

of m a r g i n a l i t y , i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e lements among 

which the v a r i a b l e s were to be measured for the d e t e r m i n a t i o n of 

s t a t u s was found to be inadequate i n the Monograph, wi thout 

e x c e p t i o n . 

In summary, there appears to be l i t t l e l o g i c a l c o n s i s t e n c y 

i n C l a r k ' s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l ements , 

comparat ive e l ements , and p a r e n t a l systems or c o n t e x t s l a b e l e d 

i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h h i s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y in the 

Monograph. As i l l u s t r a t e d i n the p r e c e d i n g a n a l y s i s of each 

element c a t e g o r y , C l a r k chose to use g e n e r i c terms when a p p l y i n g 

h i s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k d i d not i d e n t i f y , in most 

i n s t a n c e s , s p e c i f i c a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements i n a s s o c i a t i o n wi th 
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h i s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . When i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element was s p e c i f i c , the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of 

t h e i r na ture was never a d e q u a t e l y s p e c i f i c for d e t e r m i n a t i o n of 

t h e i r n a t u r e - - b e they a c t i v i t i e s , c l a s s e s , c o u r s e s , f u n c t i o n s , 

i n t e r a c t i o n s , programs, or o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s - - a n d to 

f a c i l i t a t e t h e i r comparison to o ther e lements i n a l o g i c a l l y 

c o n s i s t e n t p a r e n t a l system or c o n t e x t . 

C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g i s c a s u a l to "the extent that i t 

demonstrates i n c o n s i s t e n c y among key e lements which he 

i d e n t i f i e d in s p e c i f i c c o n t e x t s , and l a c k of d e t a i l , made i t 

i m p o s s i b l e to draw c o n c l u s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g the c o n d i t i o n C l a r k 

in tended to denote in each c o n t e x t . 

Whi le C l a r k ' s use of v a r i o u s a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and 

comparat ive element l a b e l s , and p a r e n t a l systems or c o n t e x t s 

a l t e r n a t e so f r e q u e n t l y that no c o n c l u s i o n s c o n c e r n i n g s p e c i f i c 

a p p l i c a t i o n s i n t e n d e d by C l a r k may remain u n c h a l l e n g e d , t h e r e do 

appear to be t e n d e n c i e s of a p p l i c a t i o n w i t h i n the Monograph. 

These t e n d e n c i e s c o u l d be c h a r a c t e r i z e d as a p p l i c a t i o n of the 

term m a r g i n a l i t y to denote the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t a t u s of a d u l t 

s c h o o l s c o l l e c t i v e l y in comparison to o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n the 

C a l i f o r n i a S c h o o l System. No s p e c i f i c a p p l i c a t i o n s to 

independent a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s or to t h e i r s u b u n i t s or to 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a l e lements o u t s i d e of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s 

were i d e n t i f i e d . 
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CHAPTER V I I : 

USE OF THE TERM MARGINALITY IN CLARK'S DISSERTATION AND 
MONOGRAPH: 

COMPARED AND CONTRASTED 

T h i s c h a p t e r has two p r i m a r y p u r p o s e s . F i r s t , the uses of 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y in C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n and Monograph w i l l 

be compared and c o n t r a s t e d . Comparisons of the data w i l l be by 

c o n t e x t u a l and key element c a t e g o r i e s as i d e n t i f i e d and l a b e l e d 

i n T a b l e s .3 and 4. Second, a n c i l l a r y o b s e r v a t i o n s not l e n d i n g 

themselves to c a t e g o r i z a t i o n w i l l be t h e m a t i c a l l y l a b e l e d and 

a n a l y z e d . Most themes t o be d i s c u s s e d i n t h i s c h a p t e r 

i l l u s t r a t e d e f i c i e n c i e s i n C l a r k ' s d e f i n i t i o n and a p p l i c a t i o n of 

concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y and are in tended to h e l p in the 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of d i s t i n c t i o n s that are neces sary for the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a t y p o l o g y for c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of p r e c i s e 

concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y that w i l l be proposed i n Chapter V I I I . 

They are viewed as p o t e n t i a l a i d s for the d e f i n i n g of concepts 

of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

T a b l e d D a t a : Compared and C o n t r a s t e d 

T a b l e s 3 and 5, the c o n t e x t u a l and key element a n a l y s e s of 

Burton R. C l a r k ' s uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y in h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n and Monograph, r e s p e c t i v e l y , serve as the b a s i s for 

t h i s f i r s t a n a l y s i s . The data w i l l be compared and c o n t r a s t e d 

by c a t e g o r y , but f i r s t some g e n e r a l o b s e r v a t i o n s w i l l be 
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p r e s e n t e d . 

C l a r k used the term m a r g i n a l i t y seventeen t imes in h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n , a 233-page m a n u s c r i p t . The term was used i n t e x t 

twenty -n ine t imes i n C l a r k ' s 159-page Monograph. T h i s i s once 

for every 5.1 pages i n the D i s s e r t a t i o n compared to once for 

every 13.7 pages for the Monograph. Both documents r e p o r t e d the 

same study yet the frequency of C l a r k ' s use of the term in the 

Monograph was more than double the use i n the Di s s e r t a t i o n . A 

number of p l a u s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n s account for t h i s . C l a r k , 

r e c o g n i z i n g the p o p u l a r i t y of the t erm, may have sought to 

f u r t h e r d e f i n e h i s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s Monograph, and 

thus used i t more f r e q u e n t l y . C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t ion was 

a c a d e m i c a l l y s u p e r v i s e d . H i s Monograph may not have been so 

^ c r i t i c a l l y r e v i e w e d . Terms such as m a r g i n a l i t y may have been 

used by C l a r k i n an attempt to convey meaning s u c c i n c t l y , thus 

a c c o u n t i n g for the i n c r e a s e d frequency for term use and the 

s h o r t e r document. 

A l t h o u g h C l a r k d i d announce tha t the focus of h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n was g e n e r a l e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s , no s p e c i f i c use of 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y to denote the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

v a l u e s was i d e n t i f i e d . In q u o t a t i o n M23, C l a r k noted tha t 

"There i s l i t t l e doubt tha t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i s a 

prime c o n d i t i o n a f f e c t i n g the e v o l u t i o n of s c h o o l programs and 

e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s . " " 8 6 T h i s was the s o l e s p e c i f i c a p p l i c a t i o n 

of the concept to v a l u e s i d e n t i f i e d in any of C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s , 

s I d e m , Monograph, p . 141 . 
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a l t h o u g h from h i s i n t r o d u c t i o n , one might have expected concept s 

c f m a r g i n a l i t y to have been focused on g e n e r a l v a l u e s . 

No concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y appear to have been s p e c i f i c a l l y 

a p p l i e d e x t e r n a l to the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n in e i t h e r 

document. None appears to have been s p e c i f i c a l l y a p p l i e d i n 

n o n - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g s . The l a c k of a f f i r m a t i v e data does 

not p r e c l u d e the p o t e n t i a l a p p l i c a t i o n of a d d i t i o n a l concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n e i t h e r c o n t e x t . I t on ly r e f l e c t s the f a c t 

that C l a r k d i d not make such an a p p l i c a t i o n . 

With each use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , C l a r k named an 

average of 3.2 d i f f e r e n t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element l a b e l s in the 

D i s s e r t a t i o n and 3.1 in the Monograph. The v a r i a t i o n i s 

i n s i g n i f i c a n t . Seventeen a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element l a b e l s were 

used in the D i s s e r t a t i o n . T h i r t e e n of the seventeen l a b e l s were 

used i n the Monograph and an a d d i t i o n a l seven elements were 

i n t r o d u c e d . 

The most s i g n i f i c a n t changes were the d r o p p i n g of C l a r k ' s 

a p p l i c a t i o n to " e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s " and h i s added s p e c i f i c 

a p p l i c a t i o n to "adul t e d u c a t i o n m e n . " " 8 7 T h i s i s an a p p l i c a t i o n 

of a d m i n i s t r a t o r system m a r g i n a l i t y , a human system m a r g i n a l i t y 

c o n c e p t . 

Whi le C l a r k d e a l t w i t h aggregate a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s 

such as a d u l t c l a s s e s , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments , a d u l t 

s c h o o l s , and a c t i v i t i e s i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n , l a b e l s i d e n t i f y i n g 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements as i n d i v i d u a l e lements e q u a l l e d 

7 I b i d . , pp . 118-9. 
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aggregate l a b e l s in the Monograph. 

The naming of comparat ive e lements i n a s s o c i a t i o n wi th the 

use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y i n c r e a s e d from s i x l a b e l s be ing used 

in a s s o c i a t i o n wi th two of the seventeen uses of the term i n the 

D i s s e r t a t i o n to f i v e l a b e l s be ing used e l even t imes in 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h seven uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Nine l a b e l s were used to i d e n t i f y p a r e n t a l systems in 

C l a r k ' s Di s s e r t a t ion and e l even in the Monograph. Of the n ine 

p a r e n t a l system l a b e l s used in the D i s s e r t a t i o n , three were 

s p e c i f i c and s i x were g e n e r i c . Of t h i r t y - o n e l a b e l uses , n ine 

were s p e c i f i c and twenty-two were g e n e r i c . S i x t y - n i n e p a r e n t a l 

system l a b e l uses were r e c o r d e d for the Monograph. Twenty-seven 

were s p e c i f i c and f o r t y - t w o g e n e r i c . 

Most o f t e n , C l a r k used g e n e r i c l a b e l s to i d e n t i f y a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n and comparat ive e l ements , and p a r e n t a l systems or 

c o n t e x t s in both documents. H i s w r i t i n g c o n c e r n i n g concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y was c a s u a l r a t h e r than s c i e n t i f i c . 

Whi le C l a r k f r e q u e n t l y i d e n t i f i e d a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements 

and p a r e n t a l systems, he seldom made comparisons for purposes of 

e s t a b l i s h i n g s t a t u s i n a s s o c i a t i o n wi th h i s use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

In summary, C l a r k ' s a p p l i c a t i o n of concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y 

in the two m a n u s c r i p t s i s d e s c r i b e d as c o n v e r s a t i o n a l , r a t h e r 

than r i g o r o u s l y s p e c i f i c . 

A n c i l l a r y O b s e r v a t i o n s 

Whi le o b s e r v a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g C l a r k ' s use of l a b e l s f o r the 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of c r i t i c a l e lements p e r t a i n i n g to concept s of 
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m a r g i n a l i t y have l e n t themselves to c a t e g o r i z a t i o n , o ther 

o b s e r v a t i o n s do not and must be d i s c u s s e d t h e m a t i c a l l y . 

Severa l , of the themes have been touched upon through 

p r e s e n t a t i o n and a n a l y s i s of t a b l e d d a t a . The themat ic 

p r e s e n t a t i o n s a l l o w development of d i s t i n c t i o n s which are 

important to p r o c e s s e s whereby concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y are 

d e f i n e d and t e s t e d . Some o b s e r v a t i o n s p e r t a i n to C l a r k ' s 

c o n t r a d i c t o r y use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y ; o t h e r s to h i s c a s u a l 

h a n d l i n g of terms i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n and Monograph which have 

an e f f e c t on the c l a r i t y of h i s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . I t 

i s through m e t i c u l o u s examinat ion of these o b s e r v a t i o n s and 

o t h e r s tha t the i m p l i c a t i o n s of C l a r k ' s uses of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y can best be r e c o g n i z e d and serve as g u i d e l i n e s for 

f u r t h e r d e f i n i t i o n of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

F o c i of C l a r k ' s D o c t o r a l Study 

A major problem wi th C l a r k ' s i n t r o d u c t i o n of concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y to the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n r e s t s w i th h i s 

i n a b i l i t y or u n w i l l i n g n e s s to focus on a s i n g l e c o n t e x t , or when 

s w i t c h i n g c o n t e x t s , to p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f y the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

element s a i d to be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k announced i n 

the i n t r o d u c t i o n to h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n tha t h i s s tudy was one of 

" o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t h e i r v a l u e s and t h e i r p r a c t i c e s . " " 8 8 He f u r t h e r 

s p e c i f i e d t h a t w i t h i n h i s s t u d y , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n was " c o n s i d e r e d 

the g e n e r a l v a l u e that i s undergo ing implementat ion by a d u l t 

C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 1. 
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e d u c a t i o n s c h o o l s and departments . " " 8 9 

I n i t i a l l y , one i s l e d to b e l i e v e tha t the g e n e r a l v a l u e of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n w i l l be the focus of C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n 

wherein h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y would be a d e s c r i p t i o n of the 

s t a t u s of the g e n e r a l v a l u e of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n to o ther s o c i e t a l 

v a l u e s , such as the e d u c a t i o n of y o u t h , de f ense , w e l f a r e , and 

secondary e d u c a t i o n . Whi le C l a r k equated a d u l t e d u c a t i o n wi th 

the g e n e r a l v a l u e , he a l s o announced tha t h i s s tudy was of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s , " 9 0 i d e n t i f i e d as a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s c h o o l s and 

departments through which the g e n e r a l v a l u e of a d u l t e d u a t i o n i s 

implemented. When one a p p l i e s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y to 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p r a c t i c e s , the r a n k i n g of a p r a c t i c e w i t h i n an 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n contex t to comparat ive p r a c t i c e s o u t s i d e the 

contex t or o u t s i d e the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , whichever i s 

s p e c i f i e d , i s deno ted . I f the term f u n c t i o n i s unders tood to 

denote an a c t i v i t y , then C l a r k may have been s u g g e s t i n g tha t the 

s e n s i t i v i t y of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t to v o c a l i z e d p u b l i c 

demand i n c r e a s e s f o r purposes of s e c u r i t y as the m a r g i n a l i t y of 

each a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t a c t i v i t y i n c r e a s e s . 

C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d s e v e r a l f o c i f or h i s s t u d y , i n c l u d i n g 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

v a l u e s , and a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p r a c t i c e s . Concepts 

of m a r g i n a l i t y may be a p p l i e d to any of these f o c i to denote the 

s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s or s u b u n i t s , 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l v a l u e s , or a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

" 8 9 I b i d . 

" 9 0 I b i d . 



218 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p r a c t i c e s i n r e l a t i o n to o r g a n i z a t i o n a l v a l u e s , 

u n i t s , or v a l u e s w i t h i n comparat ive o r g a n i z a t i o n s , r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

D e s i g n a t i o n s of s t a t u s among o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s , v a l u e s , 

and p r a c t i c e s , r e p r e s e n t d i s t i n c t concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . I t 

appears that C l a r k a p p l i e d v a r i o u s concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y 

w i t h i n h i s Di s s e r t a t ion and Monograph. T a b l i n g of i n f o r m a t i o n 

r e l a t i v e to C l a r k ' s a p p l i c a t i o n s of the term m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n 

h i s Di s s e r t a t i o n " 9 1 and Monograph i n d i c a t e s h i s predominant 

focus on the s c h o o l system wherein any of the three enumerated 

s t a t e s of m a r g i n a l i t y might e x i s t . 

A l t h o u g h C l a r k e x p l a i n e d in h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n that h i s 

o r i g i n a l i n t e n t was to l i m i t h i s "purview to j u s t the A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l System in order to 

have a case study in the i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n , " " 9 2 he a l s o announced another f o c u s . The n e c e s s i t y 

of examining " c e r t a i n s t a t e - w i d e c o n d i t i o n s in order to 

unders tand the development of l o c a l s c h o o l u n i t s " became 

apparent to C l a r k a f t e r s e v e r a l months of r e s e a r c h and was a 

s t r e n g t h of h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n . The f requent t r a n s i t i o n between 

l e v e l s of a p p l i c a t i o n w i t h i n C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i on , however, has 

been p u z z l i n g The d e s i g n a t i o n of a l e v e l of a p p l i c a t i o n i s 

e s s e n t i a l i n the assessment of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . 

In q u o t a t i o n M22 C l a r k f i r s t noted a c a u s a l r e l a t i o n s h i p 

" 9 1 S e e T a b l e 3: C o n t e x t u a l and Key Element A n a l y s i s of 
Burton R. C l a r k ' s Uses of the Term M a r g i n a l i t y i n H i s 
Di s s e r t a t i o n . 

" 9 2 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 3. 
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between h i s two v a r i a b l e s , o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y and 

e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s , which e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s , C l a r k n o t e d , were 

" o b v i o u s l y implemented by s c h o o l u n i t s . " " 9 3 Whi l e both a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e l ements , s c h o o l programs, and e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s , may 

be c o n s i d e r e d to e x i s t in o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s , on ly in 

C l a r k ' s a p p l i c a t i o n would the s c h o o l programs be c l a s s i f i e d as 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s u s i n g the d e f i n i t i o n proposed e a r l i e r 

i n t h i s t h e s i s . I t i s e q u a l l y p r o b l e m a t i c tha t n e i t h e r 

comparat ive s u b u n i t s are i d e n t i f i e d in r e l a t i o n s h i p to the named 

a d u l t s c h o o l programs, nor are comparat ive v a l u e s i d e n t i f i e d for 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s , s a i d by C l a r k to be a f f e c t e d by 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . F u r t h e r m o r e , a l t h o u g h C l a r k names 

numerous p o t e n t i a l p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r the s c h o o l 

programs s a i d to be a f f e c t e d by o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , 

there i s no i n d i c a t i o n as to which i s a p p r o p r i a t e wi th t h i s 

a p p l i c a t i o n . L i k e w i s e , the l a r g e r system wherein both the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n v a l u e s and comparat ive v a l u e s e x i s t i s unannounced and 

i s not d i s c e r n a b l e . 

Lack of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the a forement ioned da ta r e s u l t s 

i n i m p r e c i s e a p p l i c a t i o n s . 

Whi l e many d i f f e r e n t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and comparat ive 

e l ements , and p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , are i d e n t i f i e d in both 

C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n and Monograph, i t appears t h e r e i s a s h i f t 

i n focus between the two documents, d e s p i t e C l a r k ' s announcement 

t h a t h i s Monograph "is based on a d o c t o r a l d i s s e r t a t i o n 

" 9 3 C l a r k , Monograph, p . 43. 
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completed in the Department of A n t h r o p o l o g y and S o c i o l o g y , 

U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , Los A n g e l e s . " 4 9 4 He announced tha t h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n was: 

. . . a s tudy of o r g a n i z a t i o n s , t h e i r v a l u e s and t h e i r 
p r a c t i c e s . I t d i r e c t l y concerns the development of 
a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n the p u b l i c s c h o o l system of 
C a l i f o r n i a . 4 9 5 

He d e s c r i b e d h i s " c a s e - s t u d y - i n - d e p t h " to be of the A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l S y s t e m 4 9 6 which 

i n c l u d e d the t w e n t y - f o u r a d u l t s c h o o l s of the system and the 

A m e r i c a n i z a t i o n C e n t e r , among o ther o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s . 4 9 7 

C l a r k ' s i n t r o d u c t i o n of h i s Monograph r e f l e c t s a s h i f t i n 

the nature of h i s f o c u s , which in t u r n has an impact upon the 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of comparat ive e lements and p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s as they r e l a t e to a p p l i c a t i o n of concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n f i e l d : 

T h i s s o c i o l o g i c a l s tudy of e d u c a t i o n a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
d i r e c t l y concerns the a d u l t s c h o o l i n C a l i f o r n i a and 
the way i n which i t has been shaped over the l a s t 
q u a r t e r of a c e n t u r y as a d e f i n a b l e and d i s t i n c t type 
of p u b l i c s c h o o l e n t e r p r i s e . . . . T h e a d u l t s c h o o l 
p r o v i d e s good case m a t e r i a l f o r the a n a l y s i s of 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l change in e d u c a t i o n . . . . 

The g e n e r a l f i n d i n g of the s tudy i s tha t the 
a d u l t s c h o o l i n C a l i f o r n i a has g r a d u a l l y taken on a 
s e r v i c e c h a r a c t e r : programs are h i g h l y a d a p t i v e to the 

4 9 4 I b i d . , Acknowledgments. 

4 9 5 I d e m , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 1. 

4 9 6 I b i d . , pp . 3-4 . 

4 9 7 I b i d . , p . 48; Chart of the O r g a n i z a t i o n a l S t r u c t u r e 
of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h , D i v i s i o n of E x t e n s i o n and H i g h e r 
E d u c a t i o n , Los Ange les Schoo l System, 1952-53, reproduced as 
T a b l e 1 of t h i s t h e s i s . 
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expres sed i n t e r e s t s of s tudents and community groups , 
and the s c h o o l s are in c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p to t h e i r 
c l i e n t e l e . 4 9 8 

The s h i f t in focus i s from the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch when 

the m a r g i n a l i t y of a l l t w e n t y - f o u r a d u l t s c h o o l s was c o n s i d e r e d 

c o l l e c t i v e l y a l o n g w i t h that of o ther u n i t s of the B r a n c h , to 

where the m a r g i n a l i t y of i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t s c h o o l s i s the f o c u s . 

Whi le a number of p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s are i d e n t i f i e d in both 

documents, i t appears tha t the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n for the 

d i s t i n c t case s t u d i e s s h i f t s from be ing the Los Ange les Schoo l 

S y s t e m 4 9 9 i n the D i s s e r t a t i o n to the C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l System in 

the Monograph. 5 0 0 C l a r k ' s naming of a " p u b l i c s c h o o l system in 

the U n i t e d S t a t e s " 5 0 1 c o u l d support the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of e i t h e r 

the Los Ange les Schoo l System or the C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l System as 

the p e r t i n e n t p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i n t h i s , C l a r k ' s f i r s t use 

of the term m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s Monograph. 

Because the case study i s announced d i f f e r e n t l y for each 

document and the focus appears to s h i f t , i t would be l o g i c a l 

t h a t the t erm, program, d e s i g n a t e s d i f f e r e n t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e lements in the common t i t l e g i v e n to Chapter II in each 

document, "PRESSURES ON A MARGINAL PROGRAM." L i k e w i s e , when 

C l a r k addresses the "MARGINALITY OF ADULT E D U C A T I O N " 5 0 2 i n h i s 

4 9 8 I d e m , Monograph, pp . 43-5. 

4 9 9 Idem, Di s s e r t a t i o n , p . 3. 

5 0 0 I d e m , Monograph, pp . 43-5. 

5 0 1 I b i d . , p . 58. 

5 0 2 I b i d . , p p . 57-60. 
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Monograph, q u o t a t i o n M l , i t i s e n t i r e l y p o s s i b l e tha t the term, 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , was meant to r e f l e c t d i s t i n c t l y d i f f e r e n t a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lements p a r a l l e l i n g the d i f f e r e n t meanings suggested 

by h i s use of the term program i n the two documents. 

Most p e r p l e x i n g was C l a r k ' s s w i t c h of focus in h i s 

Monograph from a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs, to h i s f o o t n o t e d 

examples a p p l i e d to a d u l t s c h o o l s , and then to h i s unexpected 

a p p l i c a t i o n of a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to "adul t e d u c a t i o n 

m e n . " 5 0 3 Such unannounced s h i f t s i n focus do not produce the 

c o n t e x t u a l c o n s i s t e n c y neces sary for c o n s i d e r a t i o n s p e r t i n e n t to 

development of a d i s t i n c t c o n c e p t , i t s t h e o r e t i c a l t e s t i n g , and 

e m p i r i c a l v e r i f i c a t i o n . The p r e c e d i n g o b s e r v a t i o n s support the 

c o n c l u s i o n tha t C l a r k used concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y to j u s t i f y 

h i s t h e o r i e s of t r a n s i t i o n which he f e l t accounted for s t a t e s of 

e x i s t e n c e of a d u l t s c h o o l s and o ther a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements . 

C l a r k d i d not set out to d e v e l o p or p r e c i s e l y d e f i n e new 

concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k l a c k e d a c o n s i s t e n t focus in the 

r e p o r t s of h i s r e s e a r c h . T h i s has been a major cause of 

c o n f u s i o n for r e a d e r s s eek ing to unders tand the p r e c i s e meaning 

of the term m a r g i n a l i t y in C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n and Monograph. 

I n t r o d u c t i o n of the Term M a r g i n a l i t y to A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 

W h i l e C l a r k i s c r e d i t e d w i t h i n t r o d u c i n g the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y to f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n in h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n and 

Monograph, i t would be presumptuous to suggest that he 

i n t r o d u c e d the concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to the f i e l d . The data 

5 0 3 I b i d . , p . 119. 
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would suggest tha t he used a s i n g l e term to i n t r o d u c e and denote 

s e v e r a l i n d i s t i n c t concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . I t appears tha t 

once C l a r k used the t erm, he d e f i n e d m u l t i p l e concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y through i n d i r e c t means. 

He used a number of l a b e l s to denote the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e lements which he d e s c r i b e d as e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y . 

A d d i t i o n a l l a b e l s were used to denote comparat ive e lements i n 

r e f e r e n c e to which the s t a t u s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements 

were d e s c r i b e d . S t i l l o ther l a b e l s were used to denote p a r e n t a l 

systems and c o n t e x t s , used to l i m i t the range of comparison for 

purposes of d e t e r m i n i n g s t a t u s . C l a r k ' s use of the terms 

s o u r c e , index , e f f e c t , symptom, base , e v i d e n c e , c o n t r i b u t i n g 

f a c t o r , c o n d i t i o n , and h y p o t h e t i c a l index appear to f u r t h e r 

d e f i n e h i s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y through i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of 

v a r i a b l e s p e r t i n e n t to h i s concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . Because 

C l a r k d i d not p r o v i d e a s u c c i n c t d e f i n i t i o n for each of h i s 

v a r i o u s uses of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , i t i s o n l y through 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n of these d e f i n i n g p r o c e s s e s that one might 

unders tand C l a r k ' s s e v e r a l uses of the term and the meanings he 

a s s i g n e d to each usage . I t i s a l s o through c o n s i d e r a t i o n of 

these d e f i n i n g p r o c e s s e s that one may r e c o g n i z e s t r e n g t h s , 

weaknesses, i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s , and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s among C l a r k ' s 

concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

V a r i o u s of C l a r k ' s p r o c e s s e s d i r e c t e d at d e f i n i n g concept s 

of m a r g i n a l i t y are d i s c u s s e d i n the t h e s i s s u b s e c t i o n s to 

f o l l o w . 
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R e l a t i o n s h i p of Concepts Suggested 

One of C l a r k ' s approaches to d e f i n i n g a concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y was to r e l a t e i t to o ther c o n c e p t s . C l a r k r e l a t e d 

h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to s e v e r a l o ther concept s in 

q u o t a t i o n s M16 and M17. H i s e x p l a n a t i o n of the r e l a t i o n s h i p 

among e n r o l l m e n t economy, open-ended g o a l s , o t h e r - d i r e c t e d 

o r i e n t a t i o n , and concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y c r e a t e s more q u e s t i o n s 

than i t s o l v e s . H i s concept s are not w e l l d e f i n e d , t h e i r 

i n d i c e s are not a d e q u a t e l y i d e n t i f i e d , and h i s treatment of the 

concept s as though they are m u t u a l l y e x c l u s i v e , i s t roub le some . 

I t would appear that the four concepts may have common 

components, the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of which would a i d in 

e x p l a n a t i o n s and t e s t i n g of r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , C l a r k ' s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of v a r i o u s a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s and p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , wi thout 

i d e n t i f y i n g the f o c u s , range , or l i m i t s of a p p l i c a t i o n , makes i t 

d i f f i c u l t to t e s t h i s hypotheses t h e o r e t i c a l l y or e m p i r i c a l l y . 

He does not s p e c i f y h i s focus or l i s t any comparat ive elements 

by which a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s and p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

might l o g i c a l l y be deduced . 

C l a r k r e l a t e d a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y to yet o ther 

concept s used i n h i s w r i t i n g s . In h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n he s t a t e d a 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between h i s concept of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y 

and the v a l i d a t i o n of an assessment of m a r g i n a l i t y . In 

q u o t a t i o n M2 he ambiguous ly s t a t e s tha t e i t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y or the assessment of i t i s dependent upon "the 

degree of acceptance a f f o r d e d a program by d i f f e r e n t groups 
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w i t h i n and o u t s i d e the s c h o o l s y s t e m . " 5 0 " C l a r k c o n t i n u e s in 

q u o t a t i o n M2 to equate h i s concept of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y 

w i th " p e r i p h e r a l s t a t u s . " 5 0 5 C l a r k ' s h y p o t h e s i z e d r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , d e f i n e d as s t a t u s w i t h i n an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t , and acceptance w i l l be d i s c u s s e d f u r t h e r 

i n a l a t e r s e c t i o n of t h i s t h e s i s . 

In summary, i t i s suggested tha t C l a r k ' s s t r a t e g y of 

d e f i n i n g concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y by r e l a t i n g them to o ther 

concepts perhaps added to c o n f u s i o n s u r r o u n d i n g h i s use of the 

t erm. Without a s u c c i n c t d e f i n i t i o n for a concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y and an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of i t s v a r i a b l e s , the c h a l l e n g e 

to unders tand i t i n r e l a t i o n s h i p to yet o ther vague concepts 

seems i n s u r m o u n t a b l e . 

D i s t i n c t i o n s Between Concepts of S t a t u s and Acceptance 

A major flaw i n C l a r k ' s d i s c u s s i o n of concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y in h i s Di s s e r t a t ion and Monograph i s h i s c o n f u s i o n 

of concept s of s t a t u s w i t h concept s of a c c e p t a n c e . C l a r k 

appears to equate concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y w i th both s t a t u s and 

a c c e p t a n c e . 

In e f f o r t s to unders tand C l a r k ' s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y as 

i t i s a p p l i e d i n the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , i t i s important 

to d i s t i n g u i s h between the concept s of acceptance and s t a t u s . 

One might be e q u a l l y a c c e p t i n g of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s and 

o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . A 

5 0 " l b i d . , p . 58. 

5 0 5 I b i d . 
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measurement of s t a t u s , however, i n f e r s both the a b i l i t y to 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e among such s u b u n i t s and demands a r a n k i n g of 

s u b u n i t s . Rankings a l l o w one to denote the h i g h e r or lower 

s t a t u s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t to comparat ive s u b u n i t s . 

Rankings of s t a t u s expressed as r a t i o s denote the a b i l i t y to 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e and communicate the h i g h e r or lower s t a t u s of the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t in r e l a t i o n s h i p to comparat ive s u b u n i t s . 

I t i s f e l t that C l a r k ' s i n c o n s i s t e n c y in d e f i n i n g 

m a r g i n a l i t y as acceptance and a l s o of d e f i n i n g i t as s t a t u s i s 

more i n d i c a t i v e of i n a t t e n t i o n to d e t a i l w i t h i n h i s w r i t i n g than 

to an i n t e n t i o n a l use of the terms synonymously . The d e f i n i t i o n 

of s t a t u s f o r the term m a r g i n a l i t y has been assumed i n the 

w r i t i n g of t h i s t h e s i s and i s supported by C l a r k ' s subsequent 

r e f e r e n c e s in h i s Di s s e r t a t ion to s t a t e s of e x i s t e n c e of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e l ements , i n c l u d i n g h i s r e f e r e n c e to a m a r g i n a l 

s t a t u s , 5 0 6 and the m u l t i p l e use of the terms , m a r g i n a l 

p o s i t i o n . 5 0 7 I t i s m a i n t a i n e d tha t acceptance denotes a p p r o v a l , 

whereas the a f f o r d i n g of s t a t u s i m p l i e s an a b i l i t y to 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e among v a r i a b l e s , which- v a r i a b l e s form the b a s i s 

upon which one element i s ranked above comparat ive e l ements . 

M a r g i n a l i t y , or s t a t u s , w i t h i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n denotes the v a l u i n g of a comparat ive element 

above tha t of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement . If v a l i d a t i o n of an 

assessment of m a r g i n a l i t y of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i n v o l v e s 

5 0 6 I b i d . , p . 36. 

5 0 7 I b i d . , pp . 27, 172 (3 u s e s ) , 203. 
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a s s e s s i n g a c c e p t a n c e , as C l a r k m a i n t a i n e d in q u o t a t i o n D3, i t i s 

because the two d i s t i n c t concept s are c o r r e l a t e d , not because of 

a c a u s a t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p which C l a r k , in q u o t a t i o n M2, m a i n t a i n s 

e x i s t s . I n d i v i d u a l s and groups may be h i g h l y a c c e p t i n g or 

h i g h l y r e j e c t i n g of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements and t h e i r 

comparat ive e l ements . Only a concept of s t a t u s r e q u i r e s t h e i r 

r a n k i n g . O r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i s a concept d e n o t i n g 

s t a t u s w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t . 

Whi le the term c o n d i t i o n o f t e n c a r r i e s w i t h i t n e g a t i v e 

c o n n o t a t i o n s , i t i s a l s o a d e s i g n a t i o n of a s t a t e of b e i n g , a 

h e a l t h y s t a t e , and a s o c i a l p o s i t i o n or r a n k . 5 0 8 In q u o t a t i o n D1 

C l a r k d e f i n e d m a r g i n a l i t y as a c o n d i t i o n . From q u o t a t i o n D2 one 

might i n t e r p r e t m a r g i n a l i t y to be "the rank o r d e r of acceptance 

of d i f f e r e n t s c h o o l p r o g r a m s . " 5 0 9 From q u o t a t i o n D3 one comes to 

unders tand m a r g i n a l i t y as. a " p r e c a r i o u s s t a t e , " and more 

s p e c i f i c a l l y as a " s t a t u s , " or r e l a t i v e s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e , 

a l t h o u g h C l a r k confuses the d e f i n i t i o n by s u g g e s t i n g the 

assessment of m a r g i n a l i t y i s d i f f i c u l t because "the q u e s t i o n of 

v a l i d a t i o n i n v o l v e s acceptance by d i f f e r e n t groups w i t h i n and 

wi thout the s c h o o l system, and acceptance on v a r i o u s 

g r o u n d s . " 5 1 0 Based upon these f i r s t t h r e e q u o t a t i o n s i t i s 

i m p o s s i b l e to determine whether C l a r k i s u s i n g the terms 

acceptance and s t a t u s synonymously or i s i m p l y i n g a h i g h 

5 0 8 W e b s t e r , 1973, s . v . " c o n d i t i o n " . 

5 0 9 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 25. 

5 1 0 I b i d . , pp . 25-6 . 
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c o r r e l a t i o n between the two. C l a r k ' s s t a n d a r d formula f o r an 

index of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n q u o t a t i o n D13 appears to be the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a r a t i o of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element v a r i a b l e 

va lue to a v a r i a b l e v a l u e d e r i v e d from a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 

or from a t o t a l sys tem. 

F i r s t , l e t us c o n s i d e r the concept of a c c e p t a n c e . The 

e x i s t e n c e of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t w i t h i n a p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n i s i n d i c a t i v e of a degree of a c c e p t a n c e . To 

suggest tha t acceptance of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t d e c l i n e s 

as i t s percentage of the t o t a l budget i s reduced may have some 

b a s i s . But to suggest that acceptance of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

subuni t i s lower than a comparat ive subun i t in a d i f f e r e n t 

system based on a lower percentage of t o t a l budget may be 

f a l l a c i o u s , f or the percentage of t o t a l budget g i v e n an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t may be i n f l u e n c e d s i g n i f i c a n t l y by the number 

of s u b u n i t s i n the system or o ther i n t e r v e n i n g v a r i a b l e s . 

I n f e r e n c e s of c o r r e l a t i o n between percentages of t o t a l budget 

and acceptance of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s i s q u e s t i o n a b l e . 

A l t h o u g h C l a r k appeared to confuse the concepts of 

acceptance and s t a t u s , the c o n t e n t i o n tha t concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y are concept s of s t a t u s has been supported throughout 

t h i s t h e s i s . C l a r k i n s i n u a t e d through h i s proposed i n d i c e s tha t 

the m a r g i n a l i t y of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t was i n d i c a t e d by a 

comparat ive r a t i o of v a l u e s for a common v a r i a b l e of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element and p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . A r a t i o comparison 

of v a r i a b l e s e x i s t e n t in an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t and those i n 

a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n t e l l s n o t h i n g c o n c e r n i n g s t a t u s u n t i l i t 
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surpasses f i f t y p e r c e n t . When the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t 

becomes in f a c t the predominant s u b u n i t , which might be 

i n d i c a t e d w i t h a f i f t y percent r a t i o , or g r e a t e r , of r e l i a b l e 

i n d i c e s , a l o g i c a l c o n c l u s i o n can be made tha t the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n subun i t i s not m a r g i n a l . T h i s might be based on such 

v a r i a b l e s as s i z e of e n r o l l m e n t , or budget , i n s o f a r as these 

v a r i a b l e s in t h e i r contex t of use are r e f l e c t i v e of s t a t u s . In 

a s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e where the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subuni t m a i n t a i n s 

r a t i o s for i n d i c e s of s t a t u s in excess of 50 p e r c e n t , the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t possesses the h i g h e s t s t a t u s w i t h i n the 

system. However, even where the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t 

encompasses more than f i f t y percent of the budget , e n r o l l m e n t , 

s t a f f , and p r o d u c t i v i t y of a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , the 

p o s s i b i l i t y of the subun i t e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y i s not 

e l i m i n a t e d for the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s may be c o n s i d e r e d to be a 

secondary o b j e c t i v e which enables the accomplishment of a 

p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e . 

O u t s i d e of t h i s e x c e p t i o n , o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n the 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n must be i d e n t i f i e d a l o n g wi th t h e i r 

v a r i a b l e v a l u e s and those of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subuni t i n 

order to a l l o w the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of r a t i o s of s t a t u s . I t i s as 

i l l o g i c a l to suggest the m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t s c h o o l s i s 

r e p r e s e n t e d by a r a t i o of t h e i r i n d i v i d u a l budgets to the budget 

of the t o t a l system as i t i s to suggest tha t a r a t i o of t h e i r 

t o t a l budgets to the t o t a l system, i n and of i t s e l f , i s 

i n d i c a t i v e of m a r g i n a l i t y , d e f i n e d as l e s s than the h i g h e s t 

s t a t u s a f f o r d e d w i t h i n a g i v e n system. Whi l e i t i s i m p o s s i b l e 
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t o i d e n t i f y a s t a t e o f m a r g i n a l i t y t h r o u g h s u c h a c o m p a r a t i v e 

r a t i o , t h e a b s e n c e o f m a r g i n a l i t y m i g h t be i n d i c a t e d w h e n e v e r 

t h e a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t c o n s t i t u t e s a m a j o r i t y o f t h e w h o l e . 

One m i g h t s u s p e c t t h a t m a r g i n a l i t y w o u l d d e c r e a s e w i t h 

i n c r e a s i n g u n i t s i z e , b u t a t l e a s t i n C a l i f o r n i a , t h i s d i d n o t 

seem t o be t h e c a s e . E v e n t h o u g h t h e A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h , 

u n d e r s t o o d t o be t h a t o f t h e L o s A n g e l e s S c h o o l S y s t e m a n d n o t 

o f t h e C a l i f o r n i a s t a t e s y s t e m , was i d e n t i f i e d a s t h e l a r g e s t 

p u b l i c s c h o o l p r o g r a m i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , C l a r k o b s e r v e d t h a t 

m a r g i n a l i t y a n d d i f f u s e d , o p e n e n d e d p r o g r a m g o a l s e x i s t e d i n 

g e n e r a l i n t h e B r a n c h . 

I f u n i t s i z e w e r e an i n d e x o f m a r g i n a l i t y , t h e n t h e f a c t 

t h a t t h e A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h o f t h e L o s A n g e l e s S c h o o l S y s t e m 

i s t h e l a r g e s t i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s w o u l d mean t h a t m a r g i n a l i t y 

was u n i v e r s a l i n t h e p u b l i c s c h o o l s e t t i n g . 

C l a r k ' s t w o r e f e r e n c e s t o " t h e s c h o o l s y s t e m , " a n d h i s 

r e f e r e n c e s t o " a n e x p a n d i n g s y s t e m " a n d " t h e t o t a l s y s t e m " h a v e 

b e e n assummed t o be r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e L o s A n g e l e s S c h o o l S y s t e m 

a n d n o t t o t h e e n t i r e C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e S c h o o l S y s t e m . 5 1 1 The L o s 

A n g e l e s S c h o o l S y s t e m i s c o n s i d e r e d t o be t h e i m m e d i a t e p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h . The L o s A n g e l e s 

S c h o o l S y s t e m i n C l a r k ' s r a t i o s i s a l s o u s e d a s a c o m p a r a t i v e 

u n i t t o t h e A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h . H e n c e , i n i n d i c e s w h i c h a r e 

p r e s e n t e d by C l a r k i n q u o t a t i o n D 1 3 , i t s e r v e s a s b o t h a 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a n d c o m p a r a t i v e e l e m e n t . 

5 1 1 I b i d . 
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R a t i o s p r e s e n t e d by C l a r k in q u o t a t i o n D13 are not i n d i c e s 

of s t a t u s , but a r e , at most i n d i c e s of a c c e p t a n c e . Comparisons 

between any subun i t and i t s p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n may r e f l e c t 

a c c e p t a n c e , but they do not c o n s t i t u t e s tatements of s t a t u s 

without i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of o ther o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s and 

wi thout the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p s among o ther 

s u b u n i t s of the o r g a n i z a t i o n or sys tem. 

D e f i n i n g M a r g i n a l i t y Through I d e n t i f i c a t i o n 
of C o n c e p t u a l Elements 

Because e x p r e s s i o n s of s t a t u s demand comparisons of 

e lements a c r o s s a g iven range , i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of such e lements 

and the range i s of pr imary importance for c l a r i t y where 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y are a p p l i e d . C l a r i t y of an a p p l i c a t i o n 

w i t h i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n demands the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element s a i d to be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y , 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of comparat ive e lements in r e l a t i o n s h i p to which 

the s t a t u s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i s d e t e r m i n e d , and 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the p a r e n t a l system or contex t which i s a 

s p e c i f i c a t i o n of range a c r o s s which e lements w i l l be ranked for 

purposes of e s t a b l i s h i n g s t a t u s . 

There appear to be three major weaknesses i n C l a r k ' s 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of these c r i t i c a l e l ements . F i r s t , C l a r k 

f r e q u e n t l y used g e n e r i c r a t h e r than s p e c i f i c l a b e l s to i d e n t i f y 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and comparat ive e lements i d e n t i f i e d i n 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h h i s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . Both g e n e r i c 

and s p e c i f i c l a b e l s were a l s o used to i d e n t i f y p a r e n t a l systems 

and c o n t e x t s . Use of g e n e r i c l a b e l s does not permi t the reader 



232 

to v i s u a l i z e s p e c i f i c a p p l i c a t i o n s of the c o n c e p t . 

Second, s e v e r a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements a n d / o r p a r e n t a l 

systems or c o n t e x t s are f r e q u e n t l y i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k in 

a s s o c i a t i o n wi th a s i n g l e use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . Where 

more than one a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i s i d e n t i f i e d in 

a s s o c i a t i o n wi th a s i n g l e use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , i t i s 

d i f f i c u l t to determine , which of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements i s 

s a i d to be e x p e r i e n c i n g the c o n d i t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y and whether 

a common concept of m a r g i n a l i t y a p p l i e s in each c a s e . L i k e w i s e , 

when m u l t i p l e p a r e n t a l systems or c o n t e x t s are i d e n t i f i e d i n 

a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h a s i n g l e use of the t erm, i t i s d i f f i c u l t to 

a s c e r t a i n which i d e n t i f i e s the range a c r o s s which comparisons 

are made for purposes of e s t a b l i s h i n g s t a t u s . The 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of e i t h e r i n d i v i d u a l or m u l t i p l e comparat ive 

e lements i s not p r o b l e m a t i c in tha t the s t a t u s of an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element may be in r e l a t i o n to e i t h e r an i n d i v i d u a l 

comparat ive element or m u l t i p l e comparat ive e l ements . 

T h i r d , when m u l t i p l e comparat ive e lements are i d e n t i f i e d , 

they f r e q u e n t l y do not be long to a common c l a s s , which c l a s s 

must be i n common wi th tha t of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement . 

Without i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of comparat ive e l ements , be they 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s , v a l u e s , or p r a c t i c e s , concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y d e f i n e d w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s as d e s i g n a t i o n s of s t a t u s 

are rendered incomple te and m e a n i n g l e s s . 

C l a r k used concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s d i s c u s s i o n of 

an e n r o l l m e n t economy i n q u o t a t i o n s M10 and M11 to denote the 

s t a t u s of an a d u l t s c h o o l , program a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , and an 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y . H i s r e f e r e n c e to a program i n the 

q u o t a t i o n s c o u l d denote e i t h e r the a d u l t s c h o o l or a c t i v i t y 

which he named. The term a d u l t e d u c a t i o n used in q u o t a t i o n D10-

D11 c o u l d be in r e f e r e n c e to any or a l l of the three a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lements named by C l a r k . 

C l a r k ' s r e f e r e n c e to programs in e l even of h i s seventeen 

a p p l i c a t i o n s of the term m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s D i s s e r t a t ion and 

in e i g h t e e n of h i s t w e n t y - n i n e a p p l i c a t i o n s of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s Monograph would a l l o w a p p l i c a t i o n of the 

concepts of p r a c t i c e m a r g i n a l i t y and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , 

a l i k e , f or the term program may be unders tood as a p r a c t i c e or 

as an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t or s u b u n i t . Whi le C l a r k d i d r e f e r to 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s and f u n c t i o n s which might be 

c o n s i d e r e d to be p r a c t i c e s , the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of v a r i o u s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s , such as a d u l t e d u c a t i o n departments , 

b r a n c h e s , d i s t r i c t s , c l a s s e s , and bureaus in h i s a p p l i c a t i o n of 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y , l e a d s to the c o n c l u s i o n that h i s most 

f r e q u e n t l y used concept of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n both h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n and Monograph was that of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

U t i l i z a t i o n of a concept of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y 

demands the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement . 

C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d a number of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s w i t h i n the 

Los Ange les S c h o o l System for the 1952-3 academic y e a r , as 

enumerated and d i s c u s s e d e a r l i e r i n t h i s t h e s i s , i n an 

5 1 2 I b i d . , p . 44. 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e c h a r t w i t h i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n . 5 1 2 H i s 

second c h a r t w i t h i n the same document, a d e p i c t i o n of the 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l S t r u c t u r e of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n B r a n c h , D i v i s i o n 

of E x t e n s i o n and Higher E d u c a t i o n , Los Ange les Schoo l System, 

1 9 5 2 - 5 3 , 5 1 3 f u r t h e r d e l i n e a t e d the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s w i t h i n 

the B r a n c h . S e v e r a l of these o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s have been 

named in a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h C l a r k ' s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , 

but he a l s o r e f e r r e d to what might be c o n s i d e r e d to be g e n e r i c 

or ambiguous d e s i g n a t i o n s for these a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s or s u b u n i t s , such as h i s r e f e r e n c e to the 

A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l System as a 

s t a t e department , and h i s r e f e r e n c e to d i s t r i c t s in g e n e r a l , and 

to programs. C l a r k wrote most f r e q u e n t l y of a program, which , 

as e x p l a i n e d e a r l i e r , c o u l d be unders tood as e i t h e r an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t or a p r o c e s s . I f unders tood as an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t , the quandary s t i l l e x i s t s as to which of 

the many a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s named by C l a r k i s s a i d to be 

e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y . 

I t would appear that C l a r k ' s use of the term a c t i v i t y in 

q u o t a t i o n M25, which c o u l d be unders tood as e i t h e r an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t or p r o c e s s , may have been p u r p o s e l y s e l e c t e d 

for i t s a m b i g u i t y , a l l o w i n g f o r broad i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of h i s 

o b s e r v a t i o n s . In the q u o t a t i o n , C l a r k announced h i s i n t e n t i o n 

to g e n e r a l i z e . T h i s may a l s o account for the l a c k of 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of both comparat ive e lements and p a r e n t a l 

5 1 3 I b i d . , p . 49. 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r b o t h a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l e m e n t s , s c h o o l p r o g r a m s 

a n d e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s , s a i d by C l a r k t o be a f f e c t e d by 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . 

. C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d c o m p a r a t i v e e l e m e n t s i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 

o n l y two o f h i s u s e s o f t h e t e r m m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n 

a n d i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h o n l y s e v e n o f h i s t w e n t y - n i n e u s e s i n 

h i s M o n o g r a p h . H i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f c o m p a r a t i v e e l e m e n t s i n 

q u o t a t i o n D 3 5 1 " i s p r o b l e m a t i c i n a number o f w a y s . W i t h i n t h e 

q u o t a t i o n , C l a r k a d d r e s s e s t h e d i f f i c u l t y i n a s s e s s i n g a n d 

v a l i d a t i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . In p r o v i d i n g e x a m p l e s o f 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , he i d e n t i f i e d a number o f a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e l e m e n t s a n d named s e v e r a l c o m p a r a t i v e e l e m e n t s . 

In h i s f i r s t e x a m p l e , C l a r k a p p e a r s t o l a b e l t h e 

e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l , a n d j u n i o r c o l l e g e l e v e l s o f e d u c a t i o n 

a s t h e p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n l a d d e r a n d n o t e s t h a t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

i s n o t p a r t o f t h e l a d d e r . I f one i s t o i n t e r p r e t C l a r k 

l i t e r a l l y , t h e u n i t f o r c o m p a r i s o n a r e t h e d i f f e r e n t e x i s t e n t 

l e v e l s o f e d u c a t i o n . C l a r k d i d n o t n o t e w h e t h e r t h e s y s t e m was 

s o c i e t y o r an e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m , a l t h o u g h i n k e e p i n g w i t h h i s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l f o c u s , t h e l a t t e r w o u l d be a s s u m e d . F o r t h i s 

c o n c e p t o f m a r g i n a l i t y t o be more m e a n i n g f u l , e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s 

w o u l d h a v e t o be i d e n t i f i e d s o c o m p a r i s o n s c o u l d be made among 

t h o s e e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s a n d t h e a d u l t e d u c a t i o n l e v e l . 

C o n t r a s t i n g t h e l e v e l o f a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a n d t h o s e u n i t s s a i d by 

C l a r k t o be p a r t o f t h e p r i m a r y l a d d e r , he n o t e d t h a t c l i e n t e l e 

5 1 f t I b i d . , p p . 25-6. 
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of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n " e x i s t s a lmost c o m p l e t e l y o u t s i d e of the 

c o m p u l s o r y - a t t e n d a n c e a g e . " 5 1 5 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to f o l l o w C l a r k ' s t r a n s i t i o n from h i s 

c o n t r a s t i n g l e v e l s of e d u c a t i o n to h i s i n t r o d u c t i o n of the 

v a r i a b l e of c o m p u l s o r y - a t t e n d a n c e age . I f C l a r k ' s c o m p u l s o r y -

at tendance age i s the b a s i s for assessment to a p a r t i c u l a r 

e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l , then h i s j u n i o r c o l l e g e e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l i s 

troublesome because a t tendance at j u n i o r c o l l e g e s i s l a r g e l y by 

those o u t s i d e of the c o m p u l s o r y - a t t e n d a n c e age, the same as w i th 

most a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . I t i s assumed that the p r e - s c h o o l 

e d u c a t i o n and h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n would both c o n s t i t u t e a d d i t i o n a l 

comparat ive e d u c a t i o n l e v e l s , a l t h o u g h these l e v e l s are not 

i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k . 

In the l i t e r a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s , the u n i t 

of comparison f o r q u o t a t i o n D3 i s the l e v e l of e d u c a t i o n , 

perhaps de termined i n p a r t or in f u l l by the v a r i a b l e of 

c o m p u l s o r y - a t t e n d a n c e age . Whi le the comparat ive e lements were 

i d e n t i f i e d as e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e 

e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s , the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element was denoted 

s imply as "adul t e d u c a t i o n . " 5 1 6 To f a c i l i t a t e c o m p a r i s o n , 

p a r a l l e l u n i t s , and i n t h i s case l e v e l s , were assumed. In the 

next sentence i n q u o t a t i o n D3, however, C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d what he 

had l a b e l e d "adul t e d u c a t i o n " as "a s e p a r a t e , p e r i p h e r a l 

5 1 5 I b i d . 

5 1 6 I b i d . 

5 1 7 I b i d . 
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a c t i v i t y " . 5 1 7 A proper a p p l i c a t i o n of a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y 

would not a l l o w comparison of n o n - p a r a l l e l u n i t s , i . e . , 

a c t i v i t i e s w i t h e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s . In the t h i r d sentence of 

q u o t a t i o n D3, C l a r k ' s u n i t of focus changes from an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n a c t i v i t y to an "adul t p r o g r a m " 5 1 8 w i t h i n a s c h o o l 

system and the comparat ive elements become what C l a r k terms "a 

f a m i l y of w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d , w e l l - a c c e p t e d p r o g r a m s . " 5 1 9 C l a r k i n 

the f o u r t h sentence of q u o t a t i o n D3 r e v e r t s back to t erming the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element an "adul t a c t i v i t y " 5 2 0 which e x i s t s in a 

somewhat p r e c a r i o u s s t a t e , which s t a t e i s not s p e c i f i c a l l y 

denoted by C l a r k to be m a r g i n a l i t y , but i s assumed to be what 

l a t e r in the paragraph he terms as o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . 

The f i f t h sentence of q u o t a t i o n D3 a g a i n i d e n t i f i e s comparat ive 

e lements for the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element based on the v a r i a b l e s 

of "budget support" and "genera l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p o s i t i o n . " 5 2 1 

T h i s t ime , however, C l a r k i d e n t i f i e s the comparat ive e lements 

not as l e v e l s of e d u c a t i o n , a c t i v i t i e s , or programs, but as 

"pr imary d e p a r t m e n t s . " 5 2 2 These p r i m a r y departments are assumed 

to e x i s t w i t h i n a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n which encompasses both 

the pr imary departments and an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement . The 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element had been i d e n t i f i e d i n the p r e c e d i n g 

5 1 8 I b i d . 

5 1 9 I b i d . 

5 2 0 I b i d . 

5 2 ' I b i d . 

5 2 2 I b i d . 



238 

sentences as both "adul t e d u c a t i o n , " and as an "adul t program" 

w i t h i n a s c h o o l s y s t e m . 5 2 3 In the c u r r e n t a p p l i c a t i o n of a 

concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i t i s now noted as an "adul t 

a c t i v i t y . " 5 2 " 

Comparison of an a d u l t a c t i v i t y to p r i m a r y departments i s 

at best d i f f i c u l t and at worst i m p o s s i b l e for purposes of 

d e t e r m i n i n g s t a t u s . C l a r k ' s mix ing and matching of three 

d i s t i n c t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements w i t h four d i f f e r i n g 

comparat ive e lements w i t h i n q u o t a t i o n D3 i s counter p r o d u c t i v e . 

D e s i g n a t i o n s of s t a t u s are most mean ingfu l i n the f i e l d of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n when comparisons of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i s 

w i th comparat ive o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s , p r a c t i c e s are compared 

wi th p r a c t i c e s , and p r o c e s s e s are compared wi th p r o c e s s e s . 

Other comparat ive e lements were i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k in h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n , but none in a s s o c i a t i o n wi th a use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y . The a d d i t i o n a l comparat ive e lements were 

i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k i n two o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e c h a r t s 5 2 5 of 

the Los Ange les Schoo l System and of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch 

of the D i v i s i o n of E x t e n s i o n and Higher Educat ion , of the Los 

Ange les S c h o o l System f o r the 1952-3 s c h o o l y e a r . The 

importance of these comparat ive o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s in the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t of s t a t u s of the v a r i o u s . a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s , which were i d e n t i f i e d in the same c h a r t s , 

5 2 3 I b i d . 

5 2 f l I b i d . 

5 2 Reproduced w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s as T a b l e s 1 and 2. 
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was not noted by C l a r k i n h i s w r i t t e n development of the 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n . These 

comparat ive o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s were matched to t h e i r 

a p p r o p r i a t e a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s e a r l i e r in t h i s t h e s i s . 

Q u o t a t i o n M25 i s - s i g n i f i c a n t as an i l l u s t r a t i o n of an 

a p p l i c a t i o n of a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y by C l a r k wherein he 

i d e n t i f i e s no n o n - a d u l t e d u c a t i o n comparat ive e l ements , two 

d i s t i n c t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s , and on ly g e n e r i c a l l y and 

g e o g r a p h i c a l l y the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n as be ing a " large 

o r g a n i z a t i o n " wi th an example p r o v i d e d from the "Los Angeles" 

c o n t e x t . 5 2 6 I t i s the p r e c e d i n g a p p l i c a t i o n which spurs 

d i s c u s s i o n of the p o s s i b i l i t y of u s i n g a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements 

as comparat ive e lements where the m a r g i n a l i t y of a p o r t i o n of 

the t o t a l combined a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element w i t h i n a system i s 

be ing e v a l u a t e d . C o m p a r i s i o n s among a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements in 

such an a p p l i c a t i o n are thought by t h i s author to be a weak 

i n d i c a t o r of s t a t u s of an i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element 

w i t h i n a t o t a l system wherein the p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n 

i s o ther than the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 

C l a r k ' s d i s r e g a r d f o r the importance of i d e n t i f y i n g the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement , comparat ive e l ements , and p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n or contex t w i th each a p p l i c a t i o n of a concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y i s regarded as a major problem in h i s a p p l i c a t i o n of 

concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n and Monograph. 

C l a r k tended to i d e n t i f y s e v e r a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements and 

5 2 6 C l a r k , Monograph, pp . 147-8. 
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comparat ive e lements wi thout a p p r o p r i a t e l y matching them. When 

he wrote of i n d i c e s , symptoms, bases , s o u r c e s , e v i d e n c e s , 

f a c t o r s , and e f f e c t s of m a r g i n a l i t y i t has been d i f f i c u l t to 

i d e n t i f y the s p e c i f i c a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element and comparat ive 

e lements which are of c o n c e r n . I t i s not apparent whether C l a r k 

r e c o g n i z e d the s i g n i f i c a n c e of d e s i g n a t i n g s p e c i f i c a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lements and t h e i r comparat ive e l ements , p l u s any 

common p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i n d e n o t i n g or e v a l u a t i n g the 

s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e l ements . Whi le C l a r k s t r u c t u r a l l y 

and h i e r a r c h i c a l l y c h a r t e d v a r i o u s e d u a t i o n a l u n i t s and s u b u n i t s 

of the Los Ange le s Schoo l System, the t r a n s i t i o n to i d e n t i f y i n g 

and l a b e l i n g them s p e c i f i c a l l y as a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s and 

as comparat ive s u b u n i t s i n h i s a p p l i c a t i o n s of concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y d i d not o c c u r . C l a r k appeared to be i n d i c a t i n g in 

q u o t a t i o n D4 the r e l a t i v e nature of a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y as 

he c i t e d "the formal or ' c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ' s t a t u s of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n " as an ev idence of " r e l a t i v e m a r g i n a l i t y . " 5 2 7 c i t e d by 

C l a r k for comparison to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element were the 

"e lementary , h i g h s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e d i s t r i c t s " 5 2 8 of 

the s t a t e s c h o o l system. He noted tha t these comparat ive 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s of the s t a t e system were under mandate 

to "mainta in a p p r o p r i a t e s c h o o l s " 5 2 9 whereas a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e x i s t e d l o c a l l y under p e r m i s s i v e l e g i s l a t i o n . C l a r k , in t h i s 

5 2 7 I d e m , D i s s e r t a t i o n , 

5 2 8 I b i d . 

5 2 9 I b i d . , p p . 26-7 . 

p . 26. 
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q u o t a t i o n , speaks w i t h i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t of the 

C a l i f o r n i a S c h o o l System and c o n s i d e r s a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s 

c o l l e c t i v e l y as he makes comparisons to o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n 

the s t a t e s c h o o l system. H i s comparison of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

element i s to pr imary s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n or 

s t a t e s c h o o l system r a t h e r than to a l l o ther s u b u n i t s i n c l u d i n g 

secondary and t e r t i a r y s u b u n i t s w i t h i n the sys tem. C l a r k might 

be unders tood as s a y i n g tha t when p a r i t y e x i s t s between an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t and p r i m a r y s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t would not be judged to 

be e x p e r i e n c i n g r e l a t i v e m a r g i n a l i t y . T h i s means that the 

p r i m a r y s u b u n i t s and the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t e x p e r i e n c e d , 

c o n c u r r e n t l y and u n i f o r m l y throughout each s e p a r a t e e lement , 

e i t h e r mandatory or p e r m i s s i v e l e g i s l a t i v e mandates w i t h i n a 

common p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , then any o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y e x p e r i e n c e d by the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t would not 

r e s u l t from the l e g i s l a t i v e mandate. 

The r e s u l t a n t g e n e r a l r u l e of thumb would be tha t when the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t e x i s t s under l i k e c o n d i t i o n s as o ther 

s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t would not be e x p e r i e n c i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . 

An example of an e x c e p t i o n to the r u l e would be when e q u a l l y 

i m p o r t a n t , but d i f f e r e n t , mandates are l e g i s l a t e d or g iven to 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t from o ther s u b u n i t s . When the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t i s judged to be f u l f i l l i n g an e q u a l l y 

important o r g a n i z a t i o n a l mandate or f u n c t i o n , then an index of 

s i m i l a r i t y would not be a v a l i d index of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
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m a r g i n a l i t y . Mandates used for comparisons might i n c l u d e not 

o n l y formal o r g a n i z a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e s , but g e n e r a l e x p e c t a t i o n s 

by groups i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l to the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

The terms, o ther u n i t s , have been used in t h i s d i s c u s s i o n to 

suggest tha t the r e l e v a n t comparisons would be made between the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subuni t and the o ther s u b u n i t s of the p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , not r e s t r i c t e d to comparisons between the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t and pr imary s u b u n i t s , secondary s u b u n i t s or 

s u b u n i t s through which t e r t i a r y o b j e c t i v e s are a c h i e v e d , 

commonly l a b e l e d as support s e r v i c e s w i t h i n l a r g e r 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Pr imary s u b u n i t s seek to f u l f i l l major 

o b j e c t i v e s of an o r g a n i z a t i o n , secondary s u b u n i t s p l a y 

s u b o r d i n a t e r o l e s in f u l f i l l i n g major o b j e c t i v e s or f u l f i l l l e s s 

important o b j e c t i v e s , and t e r t i a r y s u b u n i t s f u l f i l l f u n c t i o n s , 

many of which would o therwise need to be performed by p r i m a r y or 

secondary s u b u n i t s to i n s u r e s t a b i l i t y or to enable and 

f a c i l i t a t e the performance of what are c o n s i d e r e d p r i m a r y 

e d u c a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e s . 

The extended r e a s o n i n g which f o l l o w e d C l a r k ' s s u g g e s t i o n of 

the importance of r e l a t i v i t y may be f a u l t y . R e g a r d l e s s of the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s to o ther s u b u n i t s 

w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n , comparat ive v a r i a b l e data are o n l y 

meaningfu l i n the assessment of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i f 

they are a s t a n d a r d f o r , or i f they e x e r t an i n f l u e n c e on the 

s t a t u s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s among o ther s u b u n i t s . 

S t a t u s i s a f f o r d e d by groups both i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l to the 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . The mis taken idea of a d i r e c t 



243 

r e l a t i o n s h i p between r e l a t i v e m a r g i n a l i t y of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

subuni t and c o r r e l a t i o n s of sameness, r a t h e r than p a r i t y , of the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t to o ther s u b u n i t s seems to have been 

common in the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n f i e l d . 

As c o n c e p t u a l i z e d by C l a r k , m a r g i n a l i t y i s h i g h l y dependent 

upon the comparat ive s t r e n g t h of v a r i a b l e s for an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t and o ther s u b u n i t s of the o r g a n i z a t i o n . But 

such comparisons shou ld be based on p a r i t y , not sameness. 

S t r e n g t h of m a r g i n a l i t y for the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s may be 

h i g h l y c o r r e l a t e d wi th comparat ive r a t i n g s of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of 

o ther s u b u n i t s to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t , but o n l y to the 

extent tha t s t a t u s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s by i n t e r n a l 

groups as w e l l as by groups e x t e r n a l to the p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n i s a f f e c t e d . M a r g i n a l i t y i s r e l a t i v e s t a t u s , which 

may or may not be c o r r e l a t e d w i t h comparat ive r a t i n g s and i s , 

t h e r e f o r e , d i f f i c u l t to a s s e s s and v a l i d a t e . 

In summary, much of the c o n f u s i o n s u r r o u n d i n g C l a r k ' s use 

of the term m a r g i n a l i t y may be a t t r i b u t e d to a l a c k of s p e c i f i c 

d e f i n i t i o n s for v a r i o u s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y and to C l a r k ' s 

f a i l u r e to i d e n t i f y and s p e c i f y a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and comparat ive 

elements and p a r e n t a l systems or c o n t e x t s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h each 

use of the t e r m . 

A R e l a t i v i s t i c Concept 

A r e l a t i v i s t i c c o n c e p t , such as m a r g i n a l i t y p r e s e n t s many 

c h a l l e n g e s f o r the r e s e a r c h e r . Some a u t h o r s i n the f i e l d of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n tend to equate s i n g l e v a r i a b l e r a t i o s , 

r e p r e s e n t i n g v a r i a b l e s t r e n g t h s w i t h i n the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 
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element and the comparat ive e l ements , w i th m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k ' s 

i n i t i a l concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i s a r a t i o of s t a t u s . However, 

both C l a r k and o ther a u t h o r s s topped shor t of d i s c u s s i n g the 

importance of i d e n t i f y i n g the comparat ive e lements and the 

s t r e n g t h of the v a r i a b l e s as they a f f e c t s t a t u s . 

A l l too f r e q u e n t l y , r e p o r t i n g of such comparisons l eaves 

the i m p r e s s i o n that where d i s p a r i t y e x i s t s between the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t and the comparat ive s u b u n i t s w i t h i n the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , , m a r g i n a l i t y i s a u t o m a t i c a l l y assumed. D i s p a r i t y 

among some v a r i a b l e s might not be r e f l e c t i v e of s t a t u s accorded 

by some r e l e v a n t g r o u p s . D i s p a r i t y among some v a r i a b l e s may be 

h i g h l y c o r r e l a t e d wi th s t a t u s . Each v a r i a b l e must t h e r e f o r e be 

c o r r e l a t e d to s t a t u s for each r e l e v a n t group . 

One v a r i a b l e d e s c r i b e d by C l a r k was the c o n t r a c t u a l 

arrangement of a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n wi th a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of 

i t s v a r i o u s s u b u n i t s . Rather than gauging the v a r i a b l e to a 

common y a r d s t i c k , such as denot ing , each a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o n t r a c t 

as a percentage of f u l l - t i m e e q u i l i v a n t , C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d three 

nominal c a t e g o r i e s capab le of making d i s t i n c t i o n s not p o s s i b l e 

w i th a cont inuum. H i s c a t e g o r i e s were those of p a r t - t i m e , 

s p l i t - a s s i g n m e n t , and f u l l - t i m e . C l a r k ' s p a r t - t i m e and s p l i t -

ass ignment c a t e g o r i e s are d i s t i n c t i v e in tha t the s p l i t -

ass ignment c a t e g o r y appears to denote both a p a r t - t i m e 

assignment to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t i n a d d i t i o n to e i t h e r 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ass ignments e lsewhere in the p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n or in o ther r o l e s w i t h i n the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

whereas h i s p a r t - t i m e c a t e g o r y appears to denote an 
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a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ass ignment w i t h i n the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t , i n 

a d d i t i o n to e i t h e r no a d d i t i o n a l employment or employment 

o u t s i d e the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n in a d m i n i s t r a t i v e or o ther 

c a p a c i t i e s . 

C l a r k noted tha t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n began i n the s t a t e of 

C a l i f o r n i a as a secondary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . 

A f t e r 1931 s epara te p r i n c i p a l s w i th p a r t - t i m e c o n t r a c t s became 

the r u l e . A d m i n i s t r a t o r s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n had g r a d u a l l y been 

g r a n t e d f u l l - t i m e c o n t r a c t s u n t i l 1947-8 when the A d u l t 

E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l System became f u l l y 

manned by f u l l - t i m e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . C l a r k s t a t e d that the 

presence of f u l l - t i m e r a t h e r than p a r t - t i m e a d m i n i s t r a t o r s i n 

the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch of the Los Ange les Schoo l System was 

an " i n d e x . . . tha t m a r g i n a l i t y has been reduced over the l a s t 

t w e n t y - f i v e y e a r s . " 5 3 0 Because the t r a n s i t i o n in C l a r k ' s case 

study was from s p l i t - a s s i g n m e n t , to p a r t - t i m e , to f u l l - t i m e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t , and because C l a r k 

r e p o r t s d e c r e a s i n g m a r g i n a l i t y for the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t 

d u r i n g the t w e n t y - f i v e year time p e r i o d , i t might be c o n c l u d e d 

tha t s p l i t - a s s i g n m e n t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s a s s o c i a t e d by C l a r k w i t h 

the h i g h e s t degree of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

From a d i f f e r e n t p e r s p e c t i v e , f u l l - t i m e and p a r t - t i m e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n l i e at o p p o s i t e ends of a cont inuum and s p l i t -

ass ignment a d m i n i s t r a t i o n becomes a nominal c a t e g o r y of p a r t -

t ime a d m i n i s t r a t i o n which denotes the t o t a l range of the 

5 3 0 I b i d . , p . 27. 
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cont inuum, except for the f u l l - t i m e end of the cont inuum. 

The v a l i d i t y of C l a r k ' s proposed v a r i a b l e i s h i g h l y 

q u e s t i o n e d by t h i s a u t h o r . The v a r i a n c e of c o n t r a c t u a l 

arrangements w i t h a d m i n i s t r a t o r s does not appear to be r e l i a b l y 

c o r r e l a t e d w i t h s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t , but r a t h e r 

to be more a f u n c t i o n of i n d i v i d u a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l management 

s t y l e s , s t a n d a r d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e procedures f o r i n i t i a t i n g 

s u b u n i t s , and u n i t s i z e . C a r e y ' s hypotheses c o n c e r n i n g 

c o r r e l a t i o n s between g e n e r a l u n i v e r s i t y acceptance of an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t and l i b e r a l e d u c a t i o n programming "were framed 

in terms of the s t a t u s of the a d u l t d i v i s i o n w i t h i n the 

u n i v e r s i t y s y s t e m . " 5 3 1 Among o ther methods, Carey at tempted to 

measure s t a t u s of the a d u l t d i v i s i o n "by n o t i n g the p o l i c y 

making committees upon which the a d u l t dean or d i r e c t o r 

s i t s . " 5 3 2 H i s q u e s t i o n n a i r e s showed t h a t : 

. . . d e a n s who sat on no committees were t y p i c a l of the 
s m a l l e r even ing c o l l e g e s and e x t e n s i o n d i v i s i o n s i n 
the e a r l y s tages of development . Deans who sat on the 
more power fu l committees were found in the more mature 
d i v i s i o n s , though here they were more l i k e l y to be 
found i n even ing c o l l e g e s than i n e x t e n s i o n 
d i v i s i o n s . 5 3 3 

C a r e y ' s o b s e r v a t i o n s l e a d s to the h y p o t h e s i s that as the s t a t u s 

of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t i n c r e a s e s so w i l l the l i k e l i h o o d 

tha t i t s c h i e f a d m i n i s t r a t o r w i l l serve as one of the c e n t r a l 

5 3 1 James T . C a r e y , Forms and F o r c e s i n U n i v e r s i t y A d u l t  
E d u c a t i o n ( C h i c a g o : Center for the Study of L i b e r a l E d u c a t i o n 
for A d u l t s , 1961), p . 98. 

5 3 2 I b i d . 

5 3 3 I b i d . 
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a d m i n i s t r a t o r s in a u n i v e r s i t y s e t t i n g , wi th i n c r e a s e d committee 

ass ignments and wi th a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s which 

extend beyond the boundar ie s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t . I f 

the p r e c e d i n g h y p o t h e s i s i s t r u e , then C l a r k ' s e q u a t i o n of 

s p l i t - a s s i g n m e n t and h i g h m a r g i n a l i t y would appear to be f a l s e . 

I t i s f e l t by t h i s author tha t the v a r i a b l e of s p l i t - a s s i g n m e n t 

i s more l i k e l y u n r e l i a b l e or i s nonmonotonic . Furthermore i t 

may be a noncont inuous v a r i a b l e . 

In summary, i t would appear tha t C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d s e v e r a l 

of h i s v a r i a b l e s of m a r g i n a l i t y through o b s e r v i n g d i f f e r e n t i a l 

treatment of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s and of o t h e r s u b u n i t s . 

Whi le he d i d not announce h i s i n t e n t i o n s as h i s compar isons were 

made, the r e s u l t s were the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of a number of 

v a r i a b l e s which he l a b e l e d as i n d i c e s , s o u r c e s , bases , 

e v i d e n c e s , symptoms, and e f f e c t s of m a r g i n a l i t y . The concept of 

r e l a t i v e n e s s i s an important f a c t o r i n the assessment of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C o n s i s t a n t Use of D e f i n i n g Terms 

C l a r k used a number of terms and concepts the p r o c e s s of 

d e f i n i n g concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . Among the terms C l a r k used in 

a s s o c i a t i o n were: s o u r c e s , i n d i c e s , e f f e c t s , symptoms, bases , 

e v i d e n c e s , a c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r , a c o n d i t i o n and a h y p o t h e t i c a l 

index of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

The e x p l a n a t o r y power and r e s e a r c h u t i l i t y of h i s concept 

of m a r g i n a l i t y i s d i r e c t l y a f f e c t e d by the p r e c i s i o n w i t h which 

he uses the enumerated terms . Synonymous use of d i f f e r e n t terms 

r e s u l t s i n p e r p l e x i t y in s c h o l a r l y at tempts to comprehend the 
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p r e c i s e meaning of the c o n c e p t s . 

C l a r k f i r s t r e f e r r e d to "Sources and I n d i c e s of 

M a r g i n a l i t y " in q u o t a t i o n D2, a subhead ing . He d e s c r i b e d three 

sources or i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y (two of which are quoted in D4 

and D5) , never s p e c i f i c a l l y i d e n t i f y i n g any as a source of 

m a r g i n a l i t y and i d e n t i f y i n g on ly the second (D5) as an index 

"that m a r g i n a l i t y has been reduced over the l a s t t w e n t y - f i v e 

y e a r s . " 5 3 " In C l a r k ' s repeated i n t r o d u c t i o n of the s u b s e c t i o n he 

swi tched h i s l a b e l i n g from "Sources and I n d i c e s of 

M a r g i n a l i t y " 5 3 5 to "bases and symptoms of p e r i p h e r a l s t a t u s . " 5 3 6 

In t h i s s u b s e c t i o n he equated m a r g i n a l i t y to p e r i p h e r a l s t a t u s . 

I t appears a l s o tha t he equated " s o u r c e s " 5 3 7 of m a r g i n a l i t y w i th 

" b a s e s " 5 3 8 of m a r g i n a l i t y and " i n d i c e s " 5 3 9 of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h 

"symptoms" 5 " 0 of m a r g i n a l i t y . An e a r l y s c h o l a r l y dilemma 

r e l a t e d to t h i s s u b s e c t i o n i s the q u e s t i o n of whether one shou ld 

beg in wi th the d e t e r m i n a t i o n of d i s t i n c t i o n s among s o u r c e s , 

i n d i c e s , bases , and symptoms of m a r g i n a l i t y or accept C l a r k ' s 

synonymous usages of the t erms . 

5 3 " C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 27, numbered e a r l i e r i n t h i s 
t h e s i s as q u o t a t i o n D5. 

5 3 5 I b i d . , p . 25. 

5 3 6 I b i d . , p . 26, numbered e a r l i e r i n t h i s t h e s i s as 
q u o t a t i o n D4. 

5 3 7 I b i d . , P- 25. 

5 3 8 I b i d . , P- 26. 

5 3 9 I b i d . , P . 25. 

5 " ° I b i d . , P . 26. 
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In C l a r k ' s f i r s t example of a s o u r c e , i n d e x , base , or 

symptom of m a r g i n a l i t y , he i n t r o d u c e s a f i f t h term which he a l s o 

appears to use synonymously w i th the p r e v i o u s f o u r : " F i r s t , some 

ev idence of r e l a t i v e m a r g i n a l i t y i s i n d i c a t e d in the formal or 

' c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ' s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . " 5 " 1 I t i s u n c l e a r 

whether C l a r k i s e q u a t i n g an " e v i d e n c e " 5 " 2 of m a r g i n a l i t y w i th a 

s o u r c e , index , base , or symptom of m a r g i n a l i t y , or w i t h a l l of 

them. Each of the f i v e terms has the p o t e n t i a l f or making 

d i s t i n c t i o n s among c o n d i t i o n s of m a r g i n a l i t y . Synonymous usage 

of these terms c o m p l i c a t e s a t tempts at u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

C l a r k ' s a p p l i c a t i o n of the terms of s o u r c e , index , base , 

symptom, and ev idence to h i s f i r s t example w i l l be examined for 

purposes of d e t e r m i n i n g the degree of c l a r i t y or ambigu i ty 

brought by C l a r k to h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y through 

i n t r o d u c t i o n of these d e f i n i n g t erms . Through examinat ion of 

C l a r k ' s f i r s t example of a s o u r c e , index , base , symptom, or 

ev idence of m a r g i n a l i t y , neces sary p r o c e s s e s w i l l be i d e n t i f i e d 

for making and t e s t i n g these d i s t i n c t i o n s . U n t i l a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n and comparat ive e l ements , and p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

or c o n t e x t s are p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f i e d ; the s t a t u s of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element i s o b s e r v e d , d e f i n e d , measured and t e s t e d ; 

p e r t i n e n t groups and the v a r i a b l e s upon which each a f f o r d s 

s t a t u s are i d e n t i f i e d ; d i s t i n g u i s h i n g among C l a r k ' s examples of 

s o u r c e s , i n d i c e s , bases , symptoms and ev idences i s d i f f i c u l t and 

5 " ' I b i d . 

5 " 2 I b i d . 
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tenuous . 

C l a r k ' s f i r s t example (D4) of a s o u r c e , index , base , 

symptom, or e v i d e n c e , of m a r g i n a l i t y was the r e l a t i v e 

" ' c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ' s t a t u s ' " 5 " 3 of a d u l t c l a s s e s i n comparison to 

e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e s c h o o l s . An i n i t i a l 

d i f f i c u l t y i s the comparison of a d u l t c l a s s e s and o ther s c h o o l s . 

An e f f o r t to unders tand a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y might l o g i c a l l y 

l e a d to the comparison of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s , but the u n i t s 

must be of a comparable n a t u r e , e . g . , a d u l t c l a s s e s w i t h 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e c l a s s e s from e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l , and j u n i o r 

c o l l e g e s c h o o l s or a d u l t s c h o o l s w i t h e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l , 

and j u n i o r c o l l e g e s c h o o l s . Here i t i s not the s e t t i n g tha t i s 

of impor tance , but r a t h e r the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of c l e a r r e f e r e n c e 

p o i n t s to f a c i l i t a t e the d e t e r m i n a t i o n of s t a t u s . Without 

r e f e r e n c e p o i n t s or the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of comparat ive e l ements , 

the s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element cannot be e s t a b l i s h e d . 

S t a t u s cannot be e s t a b l i s h e d i n i s o l a t i o n . 

C l a r k noted what he p e r c e i v e d to be d i f f e r e n t i a l treatment 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s and o ther o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s 

w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , the C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e 

Schoo l System. The problem was tha t when C l a r k at tempted to 

compare c o n s t i t u t i o n a l s t a t u s w i t h i n these u n i t s , he named a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s which were not comparab le . 

Without comparable u n i t s , one cannot e x t a b l i s h comparat ive 

s t a t u s . The a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element he i d e n t i f i e d as "adul t 

5 " 3 I b i d . , p . 26. 
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e d u c a t i o n , " and "adul t c l a s s e s . " 5 " " For purposes of comparing 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l s t a t u s , which he more s p e c i f i c a l l y d e s i g n a t e d as 

l e g i s l a t i v e mandate, C l a r k named the n o n - a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e lements of e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l , and j u n i o r 

c o l l e g e d i s t r i c t s . With C l a r k ' s v a r i a b l e , l e g i s l a t i v e mandate, 

i t i s p o s s i b l e to d i s t i n g u i s h between the d i r e c t mandate to the 

d i s t r i c t s and the p e r m i s s i v e mandate for a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

c l a s s e s . The proper comparison of the v a r i a b l e , however, would 

d i c t a t e tha t i t be made at o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y comparable l e v e l s - -

the c l a s s l e v e l , the s c h o o l l e v e l , or the d i s t r i c t l e v e l . C l a r k 

appears to have been making comparisons at the d i s t r i c t l e v e l . 

H i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c h a r t s i d e n t i f y the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Branch as 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subuni t at the d i v i s i o n l e v e l 5 " 5 i n the Los 

Angeles Schoo l System d u r i n g the academic year 1952-3. The Los 

Ange les S c h o o l System i s c o n s i d e r e d to be the p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . C l a r k ' s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c h a r t s i n d i c a t e that i t 

had s e v e r a l d i v i s i o n a l s u b u n i t s . C l a r k ' s comparison of the 

l e g i s l a t i v e mandates between s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s and a d u l t c l a s s e s 

i s troublesome i n tha t the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s w i t h i n which the 

v a r i a b l e i s i d e n t i f i e d and measured for purposes of comparison 

are not at comparable o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l e v e l s . To unders tand 

C l a r k ' s f i r s t example of a s o u r c e , index , base , symptom, or 

ev idence of m a r g i n a l i t y for purposes of d e t e r m i n i n g the l o g i c a l 

5 " " l b i d . , p p . 26-7 . 

5 " 5 S e e T a b l e 1 f o r C l a r k ' s c h a r t i n g of the 
O r g a n i z a t i o n a l S t r u c t u r e i n the Los Ange les Schoo l System, 1952-
53. 
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a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s of h i s l a b e l s , a d e c i s i o n must be made as to 

which l e v e l C l a r k seeks to a p p l y h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y . Is 

he c o n s i d e r i n g the s t a t u s of a d u l t c l a s s e s c o n s i d e r e d 

c o l l e c t i v e l y among o ther c l a s s e s o c c u r r i n g in e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h 

s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e s , c o n s i d e r e d c o l l e c t i v e l y by s c h o o l ; 

the s t a t u s of i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s among 

i n d i v i d u a l p u b l i c s c h o o l c l a s s e s ; or the s t a t u s of the compos i te 

average a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s w i t h i n the system among the 

composi te average of o ther s c h o o l c l a s s e s w i t h i n the system? 

A second s tep toward u n d e r s t a n d i n g the concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y as a p p l i e d by C l a r k in q u o t a t i o n D4 i n v o l v e s 

i d e n t i f y i n g the e v a l u a t i v e p e r s p e c t i v e . The m a r g i n a l i t y of an 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element in r e l a t i o n s h i p to a comparat ive element 

or e lements may be e s t a b l i s h e d from the p e r s p e c t i v e of a s i n g l e 

group; or i t may i n v o l v e e s t a b l i s h i n g the s t a t u s of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element i n r e l a t i o n s h i p to a comparat ive element or 

e lements from the c o l l e c t i v e p e r s p e c t i v e of a l l groups i n t e r n a l 

and e x t e r n a l to the system which a f f e c t the s t a t u s of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e lement; i d e n t i f y i n g , s c a l i n g , and w e i g h t i n g the 

i n d i c e s upon which s t a t u s i s a f f o r d e d by each; c a l c u l a t i n g the 

r e s u l t a n t r a t i o ; w e i g h t i n g the s i g n i f i c a n c e of each e v a l u a t i v e 

group to a f f o r d s t a t u s ; c a l c u l a t i n g weighted group s c o r e s ; and 

a d d i t i v e l y c a l c u l a t i n g a p o o l e d o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system 

m a r g i n a l i t y s c o r e . 

Each i n d i v i d u a l or group v i e w i n g a common a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e lement , u s i n g common comparat ive e lements as r e f e r e n c e p o i n t s , 

and making comparisons a c r o s s a l i k e range d e f i n e d by a common 
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p a r e n t a l system or c o n t e x t , might a f f o r d v a r y i n g r a t i o s of 

s t a t u s to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element due to the p o s s i b i l i t y 

that each might a f f o r d s t a t u s based on d i f f e r e n t v a r i a b l e s or 

might a s s i g n d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s of importance to each i d e n t i f i e d 

v a r i a b l e . The v a r i a t i o n in s t a t u s g r a n t e d by i n d i v i d u a l s and 

groups , as w e l l as v a r i a t i o n s among bases upon which s t a t u s i s 

g r a n t e d , c o m p l i c a t e assessments of t o t a l s t a t u s e x p e r i e n c e d by 

an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement . Because many i n d i v i d u a l s and groups 

i n f l u e n c e the s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement , measurements 

of m a r g i n a l i t y may be extremely t e d i o u s and d i f f i c u l t . 

R e p r e s e n t a t i o n s of m a r g i n a l i t y are apt to be e x p r e s s i o n s 

based upon a r e s t r i c t e d number of v a r i a b l e s , s t a t u s g r a n t e d by a 

r e s t r i c t e d number of i n d i v i d u a l s or g r o u p s , or a c o m b i n a t i o n of 

them. Thus , i t i s important to s p e c i f y when e x p r e s s i o n s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y are r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of s t a t u s g r a n t e d by c e r t a i n 

i n d i v i d u a l s and groups or are based on a r e s t r i c t e d number of 

v a r i a b l e s as opposed to such assessments of m a r g i n a l i t y be ing 

based on a l l i n d i v i d u a l s and groups a f f e c t i n g s t a t u s of the 

p e r t i n e n t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element and on a l l v a r i a b l e s 

i n f l u e n c i n g t h e i r g r a n t i n g of s t a t u s . 

Once the comparat ive e lements are i d e n t i f i e d , the l e v e l of 

comparison e s t a b l i s h e d , and the e v a l u a t i v e p e r s p e c t i v e 

announced, then C l a r k ' s proposed v a r i a b l e s can be t e s t e d to 

e s t a b l i s h whether they are s o u r c e s , i n d i c e s , bases , symptoms, or 

ev idences of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Without the a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n p r e s c r i b e d above, i t 

would be d i f f i c u l t to determine i f the v a r i a b l e noted by C l a r k 
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in h i s f i r s t example i s a s o u r c e , index , base , symptom, or 

ev idence of m a r g i n a l i t y . S t a t e d d e f i n i t i o n s for each of the 

p r e c e d i n g terms , which were used by C l a r k , might be an i n i t i a l 

s t ep in such a p r o c e s s . The s t a t u s or m a r g i n a l i t y of an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element i s a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of human judgment based on 

comparat ive c r i t e r i a , s e l e c t e d or e s t a b l i s h e d by the e v a l u a t i v e 

body. 

In C l a r k ' s f i r s t example of a s o u r c e , i n d e x , base , symptom, 

or ev idence of m a r g i n a l i t y , where mandated r a t h e r than 

p e r m i s s i v e l e g i s l a t i o n was the r u l e , the source of m a r g i n a l i t y 

would not be the outward l e g i s l a t i v e m a n i f e s t a t i o n , but r a t h e r 

the e v a l u a t i v e or l e g i s l a t i v e body which a f f o r d s s t a t u s , a 

p o r t i o n of which s t a t u s might be man i f e s t i n l e g i s l a t i v e 

mandate. F a c t o r s a f f e c t i n g the degree of a f f o r d e d s t a t u s might 

a l s o be c o n s i d e r e d to be sources of m a r g i n a l i t y , but would best 

be d e s c r i b e d as c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r s . 

" B a s e s " 5 " 6 of m a r g i n a l i t y as r e f e r r e d to by C l a r k appear to 

be r a t h e r ambiguous. The term b a s i s may be u s e f u l as a 

d e s i g n a t i o n for the " p r i n c i p a l component" 5 " 7 of m a r g i n a l i t y or 

s t a t u s when one i s c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g m a r g i n a l i t y . 

An index of m a r g i n a l i t y i s u s e f u l l y unders tood as "a r a t i o 

or o ther number d e r i v e d from a s e r i e s of o b s e r v a t i o n s and used 

as an i n d i c a t o r or measure (as of a c o n d i t i o n , p r o p e r t y , or 

5 " 6 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 26. 

5 " 7 W e b s t e r , s . v . " b a s i s . " 

5 * 8 I b i d . , s . v . " index ." 
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phenomenon) ." 5 " 8 M a r g i n a l i t y , as d e f i n e d w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s , i s 

s t a t u s , a c o n d i t i o n of e x i s t e n c e . In C l a r k ' s f i r s t example, an 

index of m a r g i n a l i t y might be c o n s i d e r e d to be a r a t i o d e r i v e d 

through comparing the percentage of mandated e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h 

s c h o o l , and j u n i o r c o l l e g e c l a s s e s to the t o t a l number of 

c l a s s e s w i t h i n the s c h o o l system to the percentage of mandated 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s to t o t a l number of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

c l a s s e s w i t h i n the system. U s e f u l n e s s of the index i s enhanced 

when i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p to the c o n d i t i o n i s s p e c i f i e d , e . g . , 

c a u s a t i v e or symptomatic . 

In C l a r k ' s f i r s t example one might argue t h a t a 

d i f f e r e n t i a l l e g i s l a t i v e mandate i s a symptom of m a r g i n a l i t y 

r a t h e r than an index of the c o n d i t i o n . Such d i f f e r e n t i a l 

treatment might be c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of m a r g i n a l i t y but may have 

a r i s e n from o ther c a u s e s . Even when r a t i o s can be e m p i r i c a l l y 

c a l c u l a t e d , a judgment must be made as to whether the i d e n t i f i e d 

v a r i a b l e i s t r u l y an index or whether i t i s a symptom which may 

be i n d i r e c t l y caused by c o n d i t i o n s o ther than m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Because a symptom i s "something tha t i n d i c a t e s the 

e x i s t e n c e of something e l s e , " 5 " 9 measurement of a symptom i s not 

a d i r e c t measurement of a c o n d i t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k 

viewed m a r g i n a l i t y as an u n d e s i r a b l e and d e t r i m e n t a l 

c o n d i t i o n 5 5 0 of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . The term symptom i s f r e q u e n t l y 

used i n d e s c r i p t i o n and d i a g n o s i s of d i s e a s e and u n d e s i r a b l e 

5 " 9 W e b s t e r , s . v . "symptom." 

5 5 0 C l a r k , Di s s e r t a t i o n , pp . 30, 172-3; Monograph, pp . 
159-62. 
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c o n d i t i o n s 5 5 1 and i t s use w i t h i n C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n may be 

f e l t to r e f l e c t h i s b i a s . As i n medic ine where a symptom 

complex i s "a group of symptoms o c c u r r i n g t o g e t h e r and 

c h a r a c t e r i z i n g a p a r t i c u l a r d i s e a s e , " 5 5 2 symptom complexes for 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y may l e n d themselves to i d e n t i f i c a t i o n 

and measurement. 

C l a r k , a f t e r a l e r t i n g the reader tha t he i n t e n d s to note 

"some bases and s y m p t o m s , " 5 5 3 "sources and i n d i c e s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , " 5 5 " i n t r o d u c e s h i s f i r s t example by n o t i n g t h a t : 

" F i r s t , some ev idence of r e l a t i v e m a r g i n a l i t y i s i n d i c a t e d in 

the formal or ' c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ' s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . " 5 5 5 He 

a p p a r e n t l y uses the Concept of ev idence synonymously w i t h base , 

symptom, source or index , or a l l of these terms . Webster 

d e f i n e s ev idence as "the s t a t e of b e i n g e v i d e n t . " 5 5 6 E v i d e n t i s 

an a d j e c t i v e d e n o t i n g that which- i s "easy to see or p e r c e i v e ; 

c l e a r . " 5 5 7 W h i l e l e g i s l a t i v e mandate may be r e a d i l y p e r c e i v e d , 

and a r a t i o c a l c u l a t e d for the comparat ive e l ements , i t i s not 

q u i t e so c l e a r whether i t i s a r e l i a b l e i n d i c a t o r of the 

c o n d i t i o n , or i s merely symptomat ic . I f a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s 

5 5 1 W e b s t e r , s . v . "symptom." 

5 5 2 I d e m , s . v . "symptom complex ." 

5 5 3 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 26. 

5 5 « I b i d . , p . 25. 

5 5 5 I b i d . , p . 26. 

5 5 6 W e b s t e r , 1973, s . v . "ev idence ." 

5 5 7 I b i d . , s . v . " e v i d e n t . " 
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are at t imes a f f o r d e d h i g h e r s t a t u s by v a r i o u s i n t e r n a l and 

e x t e r n a l groups than those c l a s s e s which are l e g i s l a t i v e l y 

mandated, then l e g i s l a t i v e mandate ceases to be a r e l i a b l e index 

of m a r g i n a l i t y , may not be a cause of e x i s t e n t m a r g i n a l i t y of 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement , and may more a p p r o p r i a t e l y be 

termed a symptom of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

The purpose of the p r e c e d i n g s e c t i o n has been to e x p l o r e 

the p r e c i s i o n wi th which C l a r k used the terms s o u r c e , index , 

base , symptom, and ev idence w i t h i n , and i n i n t r o d u c t i o n o f , h i s 

f i r s t example . C l a r k , i n h i s i n t r o d u c t i o n , i m p l i e d tha t some of 

the terms were synonymous in that he i n t r o d u c e d the s e c t i o n as 

p e r t a i n i n g to sources and i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y , r e i n t r o d u c e d 

i t as p e r t a i n i n g to bases and symptoms of m a r g i n a l i t y , and noted 

tha t h i s f i r s t example was an ev idence of m a r g i n a l i t y which he 

was synonymously e q u a t i n g wi th at l e a s t two of the four 

i n t r o d u c t o r y terms . C l a r k ' s c a s u a l use of these f i v e terms has 

been s u b s t a n t i a t e d through examining h i s use of each in the 

p r e c e d i n g d i s c r i p t i o n of h i s f i r s t v a r i a b l e , d i s c u s s i n g 

d e f i n i t i o n s f o r each , and by examining the i m p l i c a t i o n s of 

C l a r k ' s use of the terms i n the c o n t e x t of h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n of 

h i s f i r s t v a r i a b l e of m a r g i n a l i t y . T h i s e x e r c i s e i l l u s t r a t e d 

the p e r p l e x i t y any s c h o l a r would face i n i n t e r p r e t i n g C l a r k ' s 

work i n the face of synonymous and ambiguous term usage . The 

e x e r c i s e was f r u i t f u l i n i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of concept e lements and 

i l l u s t r a t e d p o t e n t i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s in i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of key 

concept e lements and i n o p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 
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C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d h i s second example as a c o n t r i b u t i n g 

f a c t o r , symptom and index of m a r g i n a l i t y : 

The p a r t - t i m e na ture of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has been 
h i s t o r i c a l l y both a c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r to and a 
symptom of the m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n of the a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n departments . T h i s index would i n d i c a t e that 
m a r g i n a l i t y has been reduced over the l a s t t w e n t y - f i v e 
y e a r s . 5 5 8 

While C l a r k appears to be making a d i s t i n c t i o n between a 

" c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r " and a "symptom" of the m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n 

"of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n depar tments ," h i s d i s t i n c t i o n i s not 

c l e a r nor e l a b o r a t e d upon and i s f u r t h e r c o m p l i c a t e d by h i s 

e q u a t i o n of "the m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

departments" which denotes p h y s i c a l l o c a t i o n of the e lement , 

w i t h m a r g i n a l i t y or s t a t u s . 5 5 9 I t i s d o u b t f u l tha t C l a r k 

i n t e n d e d to make such a d i s t i n c t i o n d e s p i t e h i s n o t a t i o n that 

h i s example which i s "both a c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r to and a 

symptom of the m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

departments" i s a l s o an "index" of m a r g i n a l i t y . 5 6 0 

Having i d e n t i f i e d h i s examples, as s o u r c e s , bases , symptoms, 

and an ev idence of m a r g i n a l i t y , and hav ing d i r e c t l y used the 

term index o n l y once , tha t be ing when he l a b e l e d h i s second 

example, C l a r k , a f t e r d i s c u s s i o n of h i s t h i r d example., s t a t e d 

tha t t h e r e are a "few o ther i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y . " 5 6 1 I f C l a r k 

5 5 8 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 27; see a l s o D5 f o r expanded 
q u o t a t i o n . 

5 5 9 I b i d . 

5 6 0 I b i d . 

5 6 1 I b i d . 
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i s to be taken l i t e r a l l y , then what he has l a b e l e d s o u r c e s , 

base s , symptoms, and ev idences of m a r g i n a l i t y are a l s o i n d i c e s 

of m a r g i n a l i t y . T h i s example f u r t h e r i l l u s t r a t e s the 

p e r p l e x i t i e s of such synonymous term usage . 

C l a r k d i s c u s s e d a d d i t i o n a l i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y and noted 

tha t "the amount of s t a t e f i n a n c i a l support" i s "an ambiguous 

index of the e d u c a t i o n a l va lue of the program in the eyes of 

both e d u c a t i o n a l and l e g i s l a t i v e a u t h o r i t i e s . " 5 6 2 An ambiguous 

index might be one which r e f l e c t s two or more meanings, i s not 

c l e a r or i s v a g u e . 5 6 3 I f the amount of s t a t e f i n a n c i a l support 

were an a c c u r a t e index , then a b s o l u t e m a r g i n a l i t y of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element would vary p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y to s t a t e fund ing 

l e v e l s to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement . D e f i n i n g the index as 

such would r e s u l t in i n c r e a s i n g m a r g i n a l i t y of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element whenever f u n d i n g to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

element was d e c r e a s e d , r e g a r d l e s s of the a b i l i t y of the s t a t e to 

pay , or r e g a r d l e s s of p r o p o r t i o n a t e fund ing l e v e l s to the 

comparat ive e l ements . Perhaps C l a r k regarded s t a t e funding as 

an ambiguous index because he d i d not i d e n t i f y o ther fundamental 

e lements neces sary to e v a l u a t e the l e v e l of m a r g i n a l i t y . He d i d 

not i d e n t i f y the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement , the l e v e l of f o c u s , 

the comparat ive e lements or the s t a t u s g r a n t i n g b o d i e s . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , C l a r k regarded a b s o l u t e s t a t e fund ing l e v e l s as the 

index r a t h e r than the r a t i o of the percentage of t o t a l budget 

5 6 2 I b i d . , p . 30. 

5 6 3 W e b s t e r , 1973, s . v . "ambiguous." 
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f o r the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element compr i sed of s t a t e f u n d i n g , to 

the percentage of t o t a l budget f o r the comparat ive e lements 

compr i sed of s t a t e f u n d i n g . G r a n t e d , because of p o l i t i c a l 

i n v o l v e m e n t , s t a t e f u n d i n g i s regarded as a m a r g i n a l l y u s e f u l 

index of m a r g i n a l i t y . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n c r e a s e d a m b i g u i t y e x i s t e d 

i n C l a r k ' s use because of h i s f a i l u r e to i d e n t i f y neces sary 

e lements for e v a l u a t i n g the m a r g i n a l i t y of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

element and h i s r e g a r d of the a b s o l u t e l e v e l of s t a t e f i n a n c i a l 

support as the index r a t h e r than the proposed r a t i o . 

C l a r k a l s o makes r e f e r e n c e to a h y p o t h e t i c a l i n d e x , 5 6 " 

d e r i v e d from i m p l i c a t i o n s of s t a t e f u n d i n g . He uses the 

d e s c r i p t o r h y p o t h e t i c a l because he p r o j e c t s what might occur " i f 

s t a t e apport ionments f o r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n were s c a l e d down to the 

same p r o p o r t i o n of c o s t s as i s c o v e r e d for o ther p r o g r a m s . " 5 6 5 

H i s r e f e r e n c e to a h y p o t h e t i c a l index i s p e r p l e x i n g because 

r a t h e r than i d e n t i f y i n g an index , he o u t l i n e s what he e lsewhere 

r e f e r s to as "an o b j e c t i v e t e s t of the acceptance a c c o r d e d the 

program by l o c a l Boards of E d u c a t i o n and S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s " 5 6 6 and 

"as an h y p o t h e t i c a l case s t u d y . " 5 6 7 F u r t h e r c o n f u s i n g C l a r k ' s 

" h y p o t h e t i c a l case study" i s h i s r e f e r e n c e to "acceptance 

accorded" r a t h e r than to a f f o r d e d s t a t u s . 5 6 8 I t i s p o s s i b l e tha t 

5 6 " C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p p . 30-1; see a l s o D8 for 
expanded q u o t a t i o n . 

5 6 5 I b i d . 

5 6 6 I b i d . , p . 30. 

5 6 7 I b i d . , p . 31. 

5 6 8 I b i d . 
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C l a r k meant to i n f e r that a c c o r d e d acceptance i s an index of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l a r k , in a summary s e c t i o n of h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n , addres ses 

"The E f f e c t of M a r g i n a l i t y . " 5 6 9 He makes a quantum l e a p from an 

i l l - d e f i n e d concept to enumerat ing the e f f e c t of tha t s t a t u s . 

An e f f e c t i s commonly d e f i n e d as "something t h a t i s produced by 

an agent or cause : something that f o l l o w s immediate ly from an 

a n t e c e d e n t : a r e s u l t a n t c o n d i t i o n . " 5 7 0 Much of what C l a r k notes 

as e f f e c t s of m a r g i n a l i t y might be b e t t e r unders tood as 

d e s c r i p t i o n s and i n d i c e s of the c o n d i t i o n of r e l a t i v e s t a t u s 

r a t h e r than e f f e c t s t h e r e o f . Even in C l a r k ' s examples of 

c a u s a t i o n , he d e s c r i b e s both the c o n d i t i o n and i t s tendency to 

repeat or extend i t s e l f in what might be c o n s i d e r e d to be a 

s p i r a l i n g c y c l e of cause and e f f e c t — e f f e c t s of the c o n d i t i o n 

be ing c a u s a t i v e i n m a i n t a i n i n g or i n c r e a s i n g the i n t e n s i t y of 

the c o n d i t i o n . 

The f o l l o w i n g comparat ive s tatements were made by C l a r k in 

h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n s u b s e c t i o n , "The E f f e c t of M a r g i n a l i t y . " 5 7 1 The 

s tatements might more a p p r o p r i a t e l y be d e f i n e d as i n d i c e s r a t h e r 

than e f f e c t s of m a r g i n a l i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

and comparat ive e lements , and p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n are 

i d e n t i f i e d and i f i t i s p o s s i b l e to express r e l a t i v e v a r i a b l e 

s t r e n g t h s o c c u r r i n g in the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and comparat ive 

5 6 9 I b i d . , p . 172. 

5 7 0 W e b s t e r , s . v . " e f f e c t . " 

5 7 1 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n - , p . 172. 
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e lements as r a t i o s : "greater need to adapt ;" "less l i k e l i h o o d 

tha t change w i l l be c o n t r o l l e d from w i t h i n ; " " s t r o n g [ e r ] need 

for o u t s i d e i n t e r e s t and s u p p o r t ; " " less l i k e l y to be m a i n t a i n e d 

in ' i n t e r n a l ' terms of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p e r s o n n e l ; " and 

" d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g i s more s u b j e c t to the p r e s s u r e s of ad hoc 

d e m a n d s . " 5 7 2 

L i s t e d as e f f e c t s of m a r g i n a l i t y , but b e l i e v e d by t h i s 

author to be p o s s i b l e antecedents of m a r g i n a l i t y , are C l a r k ' s 

s tatements tha t "for a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , a m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n in 

s c h o o l systems": " i n c r e a s e s s e n s i t i v i t y of the program to 

v o c a l i z e d • p u b l i c demand;" reduces the "autonomy of the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n ; " "shapes the d o c t r i n e s that emerge as program 

r a t i o n a l e s ; " "s trengthens the need for a d o c t r i n e of immediate 

needs;" "pushes the program toward an u n c o n t r o l l e d development , 

w i t h i t s course de termined by o u t s i d e f o r c e s ; " and "weakens the 

hand of i t s own work f o r c e i n c o n t r o l l i n g i t s d e v e l o p m e n t . " 5 7 3 

C l a r k f u r t h e r noted tha t in a s t a t e of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y the " o r g a n i z a t i o n a l needs of s e c u r i t y and s t a b i l i t y 

are c o m p e l l i n g ; " and "adjustments are l i k e l y to be made tha t 

reduce i n t e r n a l c o n t r o l of changes i n norms and v a l u e s . " 5 7 " As 

p r e v i o u s l y s t a t e d , the p r e c e d i n g phrases which were l a b e l e d by 

C l a r k as e f f e c t s of m a r g i n a l i t y are e q u a l l y a c c e p t a b l e as 

d e s c r i p t i o n s of the c o n d i t i o n . In the f i n a l a n a l y s i s , the 

5 7 2 I b i d . 

5 7 3 I b i d . , p p . 172-3. 

5 7 " l b i d . , p . 173. 
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i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of e f f e c t s of a g i v e n s t a t e of m a r g i n a l i t y i n the 

f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n w i l l remain u n c l e a r u n t i l the concept 

of m a r g i n a l i t y i s w e l l d e f i n e d , an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i s 

observed i n a s p e c i f i c s t a t e of m a r g i n a l i t y , the s t a t u s of the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i s measured and v e r i f i e d , and the 

outcomes of the c o n d i t i o n are o b s e r v e d . 

F u r t h e r c o n f u s i n g C l a r k ' s d i s c u s s i o n of the e f f e c t of 

m a r g i n a l i t y i s h i s synonymous use of "a m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n " 5 7 5 

and " m a r g i n a l i t y , " 5 7 6 which has been d e f i n e d i n t h i s t h e s i s as 

r e l a t i v e s t a t u s . A m a r g i n a l p o s i t i o n w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n or 

s o c i e t y i s c o n s i d e r e d to be o n l y one index of a c o n d i t i o n of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . In order to e s t a b l i s h the r e l a t i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

p o s i t i o n of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element w i t h i n a system, o ther 

u n i t s of the system must be i d e n t i f i e d f o r purposes of 

c o m p a r i s o n . -

An i n d e x , s o u r c e , symptom, base , e v i d e n c e , and e f f e c t of 

m a r g i n a l i t y may be expres sed e i t h e r q u a l i t a t i v e l y or 

q u a n t i t a t i v e l y . 5 7 7 

5 7 5 I b i d . , pp . 27, 172 ( three r e f e r e n c e s to a m a r g i n a l 
p o s i t i o n ) , 203. 

5 7 6 A 1 1 e i g h t e e n uses of the term i n C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n  
are r e f e r e n c e d i n the p r e c e d i n g t h e s i s s u b s e c t i o n . 

5 7 7 S t e v e n ' s magnitude e s t i m a t i o n p r o c e d u r e s , which are 
d i s c u s s e d i n the appendix , p r o v i d e the method and j u s t i f i c a t i o n 
f o r q u a n t i f y i n g nonmetr ic v a r i a b l e s . Magnitude e s t i m a t i o n may 
f a c i l i t a t e o p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . 
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C o n c e p t u a l T e s t i n g of Concepts of M a r g i n a l i t y 

In d e s c r i b i n g m a r g i n a l i t y , C l a r k made a number of 

s tatements c o n c e r n i n g v a r i a b l e s , s o u r c e s , i n d i c e s , e f f e c t s , 

symptoms, bases , c o n d i t i o n s , and c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r s . Such 

c o n c l u s i o n s may be c o n c e p t u a l l y and e m p i r i c a l l y t e s t e d . 

In q u o t a t i o n M10 and M11 C l a r k h y p o t h e s i z e s the. d i r e c t 

r e l a t i o n s h i p : "the g r e a t e r the m a r g i n a l i t y , the s t r o n g e r i s the 

p r e s s u r e of the e n r o l l m e n t e c o n o m y . " 5 7 8 W i t h i n the contex t of 

the C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e Department of E d u c a t i o n t h i s h y p o t h e s i s i s 

c o n c e p t u a l l y a c c e p t a b l e , but has not been t e s t e d . I t i s 

c o n c e p t u a l l y f e a s i b l e , however, tha t o ther v a r i a b l e s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y c o u l d a f f e c t the s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

element wi thout any v a r i a n c e in the e n r o l l m e n t economy p r e s s u r e 

o c c u r r i n g , thus not s u p p o r t i n g the h y p o t h e s i s . C l a r k ' s 

c o n c l u s i o n i n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h term uses M13, M14, and M15, was 

that " m a r g i n a l i t y f o r c e s a t t e n t i o n toward a t t e n d a n c e . " 5 7 9 He 

appears to have observed s p e c i f i c cases w i t h i n the c o n t e x t of 

the C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e Schoo l System and , because fund ing of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s c h o o l s w i t h i n Los Ange les was, at the time of h i s 

o b s e r v a t i o n , based almost e n t i r e l y on average d a i l y a t tendance 

(ADA), he appears to have a t t r i b u t e d the a d u l t s c h o o l ' s 

p r e o c c u p a t i o n wi th a t tendance to a c o n d i t i o n he termed 

m a r g i n a l i t y and then g e n e r a l i z e d h i s c o n c l u s i o n wi thout 

i n d i c a t i n g c o n t e x t u a l l i m i t a t i o n s , r e s t r i c t i o n s , or 

5 7 8 I d e m , Monograph, p . 62. 

5 7 9 I b i d . , p . 83. 
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i m p l i c a t i o n s . He appears not to have t e s t e d t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p . 

C l a r k observed that " u n t i l the m a r g i n a l i t y of the a d u l t s c h o o l 

i s r e d u c e d , or s p e c i a l sa feguards are g iven to the program, 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s must bank h e a v i l y on the s u r v i v a l and s e c u r i t y 

p o t e n t i a l i t i e s of s t a t e a i d . " 5 8 0 

C l a r k next suggests tha t the " p e r i p h e r a l na ture of the 

b r a n c h ' s p r e s e n t a c t i v i t y i s p a r t i a l l y i n d i c a t e d by i t s s t a t u s 

as a 2 per cent i tem in the b u d g e t . " 5 8 1 C l a r k i s assumed to be 

e q u a t i n g the terms " p e r i p h e r a l n a t u r e " 5 8 2 i n t h i s q u o t a t i o n wi th 

h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y . However, C l a r k ' s r a t i o i s of the 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t to the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n r a t h e r than 

to comparat ive s u b u n i t s w i t h i n the common p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

which comparison i s e s s e n t i a l in a s s e s s i n g m a r g i n a l i t y . For 

purposes of d e n o t i n g s t a t u s among s u b u n i t s , comparisons might be 

made among e i t h e r the a b s o l u t e s i z e or each s u b u n i t or among 

percentages r e p r e s e n t i n g the r e l a t i v e s i z e of each subun i t to 

the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . o 

In summary, a b s o l u t e s i z e of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subuni t i n 

C l a r k ' s c a s e - s t u d y - i n - d e p t h i s not a v a l i d index of s t a t u s . The-

r e l a t i v e s i z e of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t may be a base upon 

which to p r e d i c t s t a t u s among s u b u n i t s w i t h i n the common 

p a r e n t a l s u b u n i t , but i s not a d e f i n i t i v e i n d i c a t o r . I t i s 

p o s s i b l e to examine C l a r k ' s data to f i n d ev idence tha t a d u l t 

5 8 0 I b . i d . 

5 8 1 I b i d . 

5 8 2 I b i d . 
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e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s r e c e i v e d p r e f e r e n t i a l treatment 

and were a f f o r d e d h i g h s t a t u s . The d o u b l i n g of s t a t e 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s earmarked for a d u l t e d u c a t i o n between 1947 and 

1952 may be i n d i c a t i v e of h i g h s t a t u s a f f o r d e d to a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n by the g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n of the s t a t e through t h e i r 

l e g i s l a t o r s . 5 8 3 Because a concept of s t a t u s r e q u i r e s 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of comparat ive u n i t s from which comparat ive 

v a r i a b l e v a l u e s can be o b t a i n e d , c o n f i r m a t i o n of the p r e c e d i n g 

a s s e r t i o n would r e q u i r e a knowledge of growth p a t t e r n s between 

1947 and 1952 for comparat ive o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e l ements . In the 

contex t of C l a r k ' s a p p l i c a t i o n , comparisons to the growth 

p a t t e r n s of e lementary and h i g h s c h o o l s in the common p a r e n t a l 

system would seem a p p r o p r i a t e . 

C l a r k wrote of the n e c e s s i t y of a d u l t s c h o o l s to depend on 

s t a t e a i d for s u r v i v a l and s e c u r i t y in q u o t a t i o n M13-M15. One 

might c o n s i d e r p r e f e r e n t i a l s t a t e f u n d i n g to be an index of h i g h 

s t a t u s . Whi le the a p p r o p r i a t i o n of s t a t e funds to a d u l t c l a s s e s 

and s c h o o l s , and to e lementary and secondary c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s 

has been d e s c r i b e d as be ing on an a p p r o x i m a t e l y e q u a l b a s i s , in 

a c t u a l i t y a d u l t c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s r e c e i v e d p r e f e r e n t i a l 

t r e a t m e n t . Funding began on an equa l b a s i s . "The evening 

program r e c e i v e d f i n a n c i a l support at a p p r o x i m a t e l y the same 

l e v e l as o ther s c h o o l p r o g r a m s . " 5 8 4 C l a r k r e p o r t e d tha t in 1921 

a d u l t c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s had r e c e i v e d s p e c i a l t r e a t m e n t . 

3 Idem, D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 22. 

" I b i d . , pp . 14-5. 
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S t a t e a i d to l o c a l d i s t r i c t s for t h e i r a d u l t 
programs became a major s t i m u l u s to expans ion wi th the 
a d d i t i o n of a s p e c i a l bonus i n 1 9 2 1 . 1 2 T h i s bonus was 
i n s t i t u t e d in a p e r i o d of s t r o n g i n t e r e s t in immigrant 
and l i t e r a c y e d u c a t i o n . I t s e f f e c t upon the f i n a n c i n g 
of a d u l t s c h o o l c l a s s e s was c o n s i d e r a b l e . When added 
to the r e g u l a r a t tendance a p p o r t i o n m e n t s , the bonus 
p r o v i s i o n had the e f f e c t of c o v e r i n g or n e a r l y 
c o v e r i n g the f u l l c o s t of the c l a s s e s . 1 3 L o c a l 
d i s t r i c t s f r e q u e n t l y were a b l e to show a p r o f i t on the 
program. The b i e n n i a l r e p o r t s of the S t a t e Department 
of E d u c a t i o n i n d i c a t e t h i s was the c a s e . The d i r e c t o r 
of the Department of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n s t a t e d about t h i s 
bonus p r o v i s i o n s e v e r a l y e a r s a f t e r i t had gone i n t o 
e f f e c t : 

"The law which p r o v i d e s for the 
f i n a n c i n g of these c l a s s e s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
w e l l - p l a n n e d . I t p r o v i d e s for a 
b o n u s . . . . m a k i n g a t o t a l of $2,700 a year 
bonus on the f i r s t t h i r t y u n i t s of 
a t t e n d a n c e . T h i s i s s u f f i c i e n t to pay the 
s a l a r y of the d i r e c t o r and i n s u r e the 
d i s t r i c t of enough s t a t e and county money to 
pay more than t w o - t h i r d s and in most cases 
a l l the c o s t of m a i n t a i n i n g such c l a s s e s . " 1 " 

T h i s bonus remained a major s t i m u l u s to l o c a l programs 
u n t i l i t was r e p e a l e d in 1945. I t was not l i m i t e d to 
p a r t i c u l a r c a t e g o r i e s of even ing s c h o o l a c t i v i t y . 1 5 

A d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s today commonly r e f e r to the 
" f o r e s i g h t " tha t was i n v o l v e d in hav ing t h i s 1921 law 
so b r o a d l y worded tha t i t s program a p p l i c a b i l i t y was 
u n l i m i t e d . I t i s g e n e r a l l y a c c e p t e d w i t h i n a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n ranks t h a t the 1921 bonus p r o v i s i o n , 
t o g e t h e r wi th the b a s i c a t t endance re imbursements , 
p r o v i d e d the f i n a n c i a l p l a t f o r m for r a p i d expans ion i n 
the n i n e t e e n - t w e n t i e s . 

1 2 A s s e m b l y B i l l 439, Approved June 1, 1921, 
amending S e c t i o n 1761 of the P o l i t i c a l Code. 
Amendments to the Schoo l Law, C a l i f o r n i a , 1921. 

1 3 T h e 1921 "bonus p r o v i s i o n " a l l o t e d $2,700 for 
the f i r s t t h i r t y u n i t s of a t t endance in even ing h i g h 
s c h o o l s and i n " s p e c i a l day and evening c l a s s e s " 
a t t a c h e d to day s c h o o l s . Thus a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 
a t t endance c o u l d , as a matter of a c c o u n t i n g , be 
p a r c e l e d out i n s m a l l packages to a l a r g e number of 
s c h o o l s w i t h i n one s c h o o l sys tem. One r e s e a r c h e r has 
shown t h a t t h i s amounted to over [more than] $180,000 
i n one year (1937-38) i n Los A n g e l e s , and tha t a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n i n Los Ange les r e c e i v e d support from the 
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s t a t e tha t year at the r a t e of $127.79 per average 
d a i l y a t t e n d a n c e , compared to $85.50 for the support 
of r e g u l a r h i g h s c h o o l . At tha t t ime the Los Ange les 
a d u l t program was about 90-100% supported by s t a t e 
funds . See Ruth E . M e i l a n d t , A Study of the A d u l t  
E d u c a t i o n Program of the Los Ange les C i t y High Schoo l  
D i s t r i c t , Los Ange les Chamber of Commerce, 1938, pp . 
32-34. 

1 "31st B i e n n i a l R e p o r t , Department of ? u b l i c  
I n s t r u c t i o n , S t a t e of C a l i f o r n i a , 1922-23, 1923-24, p . 
48. 

1 5 S e e D a v i d L . MacKaye, "Aims and Purposes of 
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n in C a l i f o r n i a " , A d u l t E d u c a t i o n  
B u l l e t i n , IX , No. 1, October 1 9 4 4 . 5 8 3 

From t h i s p o i n t of v iew, which c h a l l e n g e s C l a r k ' s 

p e r s p e c t i v e , one might q u e s t i o n how C l a r k c o u l d say tha t the 

a d u l t c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s were e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y when 

they were r e c e i v i n g p r e f e r e n t i a l f u n d i n g to the tune of $127.79 

per average d a i l y a t t endance as compared to the $85.50 per ADA 

g r a n t e d by the s t a t e to h i g h s c h o o l s . The m a r g i n a l i t y was not 

i n r e l a t i o n to the l e v e l of s t a t e a i d per s tudent i n the 

program. 

A second bonus became p o l i c y of the C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e 

Department of E d u c a t i o n in 1 93 1 . 5 8 6 I d e n t i f i e d as an 

" a d m i n i s t r a t i v e " bonus, i t r e q u i r e d the appointment of s epara te 

even ing h i g h s c h o o l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , and wh i l e i t f u r t h e r 

r e q u i r e d the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of c o o r d i n a t e d programs of s t u d y , " 5 8 7 

the net e f f e c t was the s e p a r a t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

5 8 5 I b i d , pp . 15-6. 

5 8 6 I b i d . , p . 17. 

5 8 7 I b i d . 
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a d m i n i s t r a t i v e u n i t s from those of a s s o c i a t e d h i g h s c h o o l s . 

Such s p e c i a l treatment of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements c o u l d be 

i n t e r p r e t e d as ev idence of the h i g h s t a t u s a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s enjoyed r a t h e r than of t h e i r m a r g i n a l i t y . 

In 1921 the " f i r s t - t h i r t y - u n i t s b o n u s " 5 8 8 was r e p e a l e d , but 

an e q u a l l y p r e f e r e n t i a l s t a t e f i n a n c i a l bonus was extended to 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s . .Whereas s t a t e fund ing of e lementary 

and h i g h s c h o o l s c o n t i n u e d to be funded wi th the average d a i l y 

a t tendance c a l c u l a t e d on a f o u r - h o u r day , an ADA for a d u l t 

c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s was l e g i s l a t e d to a t h r e e - h o u r d a y . 5 8 9 

U s i n g the v a r i a b l e of s t a t e f i n a n c i n g , t h i s means that 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s enjoyed a 4:3 r a t i o of 

s t a t u s for s t a t e f i n a n c i a l support over e lementary and secondary 

c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s . Whi le C l a r k ' s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i s 

based on a number of v a r i a b l e s , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , i t would 

a p p e a r , had h i g h s t a t u s when i t came to s t a t e support i f the 

r a t e of payment, r a t h e r than the t o t a l amount p r o v i d e d , i s 

c o n s i d e r e d . 

C l a r k looked at the same funding s i t u a t i o n and f e l t tha t 

heavy s t a t e support meant l i t t l e l o c a l support and l o s s of l o c a l 

c o n t r o l over a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s . He l a b e l e d 

the "amount of s t a t e a i d " as an "ambiguous index of program 

m a r g i n a l i t y " and noted t h a t : 

8 I b i d . , p . 18. 

9 I b i d . , pp . 19-20. 



270 

the e a r l y bonuses for a d u l t e d u c a t i o n were i n d i c a t i v e 
of l i t t l e l o c a l support and r e f l e c t the a t tempts of 
s t a t e a u t h o r i t i e s to back the program. In the face of 
l o c a l m a r g i n a l i t y , generous s t a t e a i d has been a 
s t r o n g p r o p . 5 9 0 

I t would appear that C l a r k viewed h i s da ta from a 

p a r t i c u l a r p e r s p e c t i v e , perhaps from tha t of l o c a l 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s whom C l a r k f e l t possessed l i m i t e d c o n t r o l over 

the development of t h e i r programs . C e r t a i n l y from the 

p e r s p e c t i v e of s t a t e l e g i s l a t o r s a d u l t e d u c a t i o n enjoyed h i g h 

s t a t u s as e v i d e n c e d by t h e i r a lmost t o t a l support of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n programs in some areas and the p r e f e r e n t i a l fund ing of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c o u r s e s — t o the tune of o n e - t h i r d m o r e - - i n 

comparison to fund ing l e v e l s for e lementary and secondary 

c l a s s e s . From the p e r s p e c t i v e of s t a t e l e g i s l a t o r s , and s t a t e 

l e v e l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s h e l d h i g h s t a t u s . 

I t would appear tha t C l a r k f e l t adult, c l a s s e s e x p e r i e n c e d 

m a r g i n a l i t y l o c a l l y , but he made a g e n e r a l pronouncement of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , wi thout r e s t r i c t i o n s . He appears to have based h i s 

judgement or assessment on a n e g a t i v e - - a d u l t e d u c a t i o n d i d not 

r e c e i v e l o c a l f u n d i n g equa l to l o c a l support of e l ementary and 

h i g h s c h o o l c o u r s e s . But how would one l o g i c a l l y c o n c l u d e tha t 

because a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s — c l a s s e s a l r e a d y e n t i r e l y . f u n d e d 

by the s t a t e i n some i n s t a n c e s , and which were r e c e i v i n g i n 

1937-8 $127.79 per ADA compared to the $85.50 per ADA g i v e n for 

e lementary and secondary c l a s s e s — d i d not r e c e i v e e q u a l l o c a l 

f u n d i n g that they e x p e r i e n c e d m a r g i n a l i t y ? Had such l o c a l 

5 9 0 I d e m , Monograph, p . 60. 
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support been for thcoming i t would have f u r t h e r p e r p e t u a t e d the 

p r e f e r e n t i a l treatment for a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s and broadened 

the r a t i o of s t a t u s between a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s and o ther 

c l a s s e s w i t h i n the e d u c a t i o n a l sys tem. In the absence of such 

s t r o n g l e g i s l a t i v e s u p p o r t , i t i s d i f f i c u l t to a n t i c i p a t e the 

support a d u l t e d u c a t i o n would r e c e i v e through l o c a l c h a n n e l s . 

Whi le C l a r k may have r e c o g n i z e d the a m b i g u i t y of h i s 

treatment of m a r g i n a l i t y and may have sought to c l a r i f y i t in 

the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n through h i s use of the " l o c a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y " l a b e l , he does not appear to have pursued the 

t e s t i n g neces sary f o r the f u r t h e r development of the m a r g i n a l i t y 

concept or c o n c e p t s . 

L o c a l p r o p e r t y owners are c h a r a c t e r i z e d as be ing r e s i s t a n t 

to p a y i n g for any goods or s e r v i c e s l o c a l l y which can be funded 

from s t a t e r e v e n u e s . L o c a l ch anne l f u n d i n g i s generated from 

t a x a t i o n of a l o c a l t a r g e t p o p u l a t i o n - - p r o p e r t y owners. S t a t e 

revenues are generated from the g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n , which 

i n c l u d e s the p r o p e r t y owners, but are broader based and are 

g e n e r a l l y viewed as taxes on income, p r o d u c t i o n , and 

consumpt ion . What C l a r k might i n t e r p r e t as l i t t l e l o c a l support 

might be a r e f l e c t i o n of the e f f o r t s of a s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t 

g r o u p — p r o p e r t y owners—who may a f f o r d h i g h s t a t u s to a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s , but who have s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t in s ee ing tha t 

i t i s f i n a n c i a l l y suppor ted through revenue imposed on a broader 

range of the p o p u l a t i o n r a t h e r than on taxes r a i s e d through 

p r o p e r t y t a x e s . P r o p e r t y owners w i t h d e c l i n i n g incomes, who 

s tand the r i s k of l o s i n g r e s i d e n c e s and o ther p r o p e r t y i n o r d e r 
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to pay l o c a l taxes based s o l e l y on a s s i g n e d p r o p e r t y v a l u e s , 

might a t t a c k funding of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n l o c a l l y out of s e l f -

i n t e r e s t , wi thout oppos ing or even encourag ing i n c r e a s e d funding 

from s t a t e c o f f e r s . 

F u r t h e r s u p p o r t i n g the counter argument tha t a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n enjoyed p r i o r i t y s t a t u s in the C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l 

System r a t h e r than m a r g i n a l i t y , i s l e g i s l a t i o n which i n e f f e c t 

demanded from those i n the h i g h s c h o o l systems support of a d u l t 

c l a s s e s w i t h i n t h e i r d i s t r i c t s . T h i s was a c c o m p l i s h e d by t y i n g 

the l e v e l of fund ing of h i g h s c h o o l courses per ADA to the s i z e 

and success of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e n t e r p r i s e s w i t h i n the common 

system. T h i s o c c u r r e d through the " e q u a l i z a t i o n formula" 

recommended by the S t a t e Department of E d u c a t i o n in 1 9 4 7 , 5 9 1 

which formula and i t s e f f e c t were e x p l a i n e d by C l a r k : 

The purpose of the formula was to p r o v i d e a d d i t i o n a l 
s t a t e a i d for poor s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s . The s t a t e 
de termines which d i s t r i c t s are p o o r , i . e . , have the 
g r e a t e r p e r - c h i l d f i n a n c i a l burden , by comparing 
e n r o l l m e n t f i g u r e s for a d i s t r i c t a g a i n s t i t s t a x a b l e 
a s se s sed w e a l t h . How much e q u a l i z a t i o n money, i f any , 
a d i s t r i c t w i l l r e c e i v e i n a d d i t i o n to i t s b a s i c a i d , 
i s de termined by i t s r e l a t i v e p o s i t i o n i n the 
e q u a l i z a t i o n f o r m u l a . The g a i n i n g of e q u a l i z a t i o n 
funds h inges on the r a t i o between e n r o l l m e n t and 
d i s t r i c t w e a l t h . I n c r e a s e d e n r o l l m e n t makes a 
d i s t r i c t p o o r e r , i . e . , a g r e a t e r burden on i t s own tax 
l e v y . The s p e c i a l consequence t h i s formula had for 
a d u l t e d u c a t i o n comes from the f a c t tha t a d u l t 
e d u c a t i o n funds are hand led w i t h i n the f i n a n c i n g of 
h i g h s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s . I t s a t t endance i s p a r t of the 
r e p o r t a b l e a t tendance of the h i g h s c h o o l component of 
a s c h o o l system. Thus a b a s i c way for h i g h s c h o o l 
d i s t r i c t s to become poorer i n the terms of the 
e q u a l i z a t i o n formula i s to i n c r e a s e the s i z e of t h e i r 
a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs. The a t tendance p o p u l a t i o n 
of a h i g h s c h o o l d i s t r i c t can be r a p i d l y expanded i n 

5 9 ' I d e m , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 20. 
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t h i s f a s h i o n . With the l i m i t s on day s c h o o l s tudent 
body set by the demographic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the 
g e n e r a l p o p u l a t i o n , and by the e f f i c i e n c y of t r u a n t 
o f f i c e r o p e r a t i o n s , the main p o t e n t i a l f or expans ion 
in e n r o l l m e n t and income remained a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 
Thus a d i s t r i c t , may, f o r example, i n c r e a s e i t s r e t u r n s 
in the h i g h s c h o o l c a t e g o r y from $100 per ADA to $130. 
The i n c r e a s e d r e t u r n per u n i t of a t t endance i s 
a p p l i c a b l e to a l l a t t endance of the h i g h s c h o o l 
d i s t r i c t , not j u s t the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s . Thus an 
e n l a r g e d a d u l t e d u c a t i o n program became a f t e r 1947 a 
major means of i n c r e a s i n g d i s t r i c t r e v e n u e s . 5 9 2 

The e q u a l i z a t i o n formula e f f e c t i v e l y , yet p o s s i b l y 

u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y , made a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a p r i o r i t y w i t h i n the 

s t a t e by t y i n g the f i n a n c i a l support and w e l l - b e i n g of many 

s c h o o l d i s t r i c t s to the s i z e and e f f i c i e n c y of t h e i r a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s . 

From t h i s p e r s p e c t i v e , such a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s and 

programs enjoyed p r i o r i t y s t a t u s , not m a r g i n a l i t y as C l a r k 

contended . Perhaps C l a r k ' s assessment of the m a r g i n a l i t y of 

a d u l t s c h o o l s i n C a l i f o r n i a i s a t t r i b u t a b l e to the f a c t that 

d i s t r i c t s w i t h i n Los A n g e l e s , the c o n t e x t in which h i s study was 

c o n d u c t e d , were not numbered among the poor of the s t a t e and 

thus the e q u a l i z a t i o n formula in C l a r k ' s view "had l i t t l e d i r e c t 

e f f e c t in Los A n g e l e s . " 5 9 3 Even wi thout the e x t r a s t a t u s 

a c c r u i n g to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s through 

i n c r e a s e d d i r e c t funding based on ADA i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

c l a s s e s , and the e x t r a support and p r e s t i g e d e r i v e d from h i g h 

s c h o o l s wherein the l e v e l of s t a t e fund ing per ADA was based in 

5 9 2 I b i d . , pp . 20-1 . 

5 9 3 I b i d . , p . 21. 
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p a r t on the success of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s i n terms of ADA, 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s s t i l l r e c e i v e d p r e f e r r e d treatment and 

f u n d i n g s t a t u s over the comparat ive e lementary and h i g h s c h o o l 

c l a s s e s . T h i s was mani fe s t i n s t a t e f i n a n c i a l support of 

c l a s s e s based on average d a i l y a t t e n d a n c e . 

C l a r k r e f e r r e d to these f i n a n c i a l bases and bonuses when he 

noted "the e a r l y and generous support r e s p o n s i b l e for the growth 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n in C a l i f o r n i a . " 5 9 " N e v e r t h e l e s s , C l a r k in 

a n a l y z i n g the p r e c e d i n g data pronounced that a d u l t e d u c a t i o n was 

a f f o r d e d low s t a t u s — t h a t i t was in a s t a t e of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

T h i s author b e l i e v e s that w h i l e the data C l a r k p r e s e n t e d 

are i n d i c a t i v e of h i g h s t a t u s be ing a f f o r d e d a d u l t e d u c a t i o n by 

s t a t e l e g i s l a t o r s , i t i s i n s u f f i c i e n t ev idence to be used as the 

major f a c t o r d e t e r m i n i n g l o c a l m a r g i n a l i t y . The q u e s t i o n of 

l o c a l s t a t u s f o r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s i s even 

more complex than i n d i c a t e d by the l i m i t e d data- p r o v i d e d by 

C l a r k . 

Whi l e C l a r k d i d not i d e n t i f y h i s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y as 

d e n o t i n g s t a t u s among s p e c i f i c comparat ive e lements or from a 

p a r t i c u l a r p e r s p e c t i v e , some assumptions can be made based on 

ev idence he p r e s e n t e d . I f he in tended to r e p r e s e n t the o v e r a l l 

s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement , then ev idence has been 

i n s u f f i c i e n t to t h i s p o i n t i n h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n to support such a 

c o n c l u s i o n . . For example, C l a r k p r e s e n t e d s t a t e of C a l i f o r n i a 

f u n d i n g , p o l i c i e s , f o r m u l a s , and l e v e l s , which data he f e l t were 

5 9 " l b i d . , p p . 22 -3 . 
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i n d i c a t i v e of the m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lements w i t h i n 

the Los Ange les and C a l i f o r n i a s c h o o l systems. T h i s author 

suggests these same data may be i n t e r p r e t e d to i n d i c a t e that 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s were a f f o r d e d h i g h s t a t u s in s t a t e 

l e g i s l a t i v e c i r c l e s and tha t i n s u f f i c i e n t data were f u r n i s h e d 

p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n s M13-M15 to support any o ther c o n c l u s i o n . 

I n d i c a t o r s noted by C l a r k from the p e r s p e c t i v e of v a r i o u s 

i n t e r e s t groups at the l o c a l l e v e l have been q u e s t i o n e d and 

i m p l i c a t i o n s of v a r i o u s p e r s p e c t i v e s a n a l y z e d . I f an assessment 

of t o t a l s t a t u s were sought , l o c a l funding p o l i c i e s , f o r m u l a s , 

and l e v e l s f o r both a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and comparat ive e lements 

would be v i t a l d a t a . Such comparat ive i n f o r m a t i o n for the Los 

Ange les Schoo l System was p r o v i d e d l a t e r in a foo tnote in 

C l a r k ' s Monograph for the 1952-3 s c h o o l y e a r , 5 9 5 but C l a r k 

a p p a r e n t l y d i d not c o n s i d e r i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s for h i s p r e v i o u s l y 

p r e s e n t e d c o n c l u s i o n s . 

A comparat ive r a t i o of f i n a n c i a l a l l o c a t i o n from a l l 

sources i s c o n s i d e r e d to be an index of t o t a l s t a t u s . C l a r k 

f o o t n o t e d t h a t : 

In Los Ange les in 1952-53, d i r e c t per c a p i t a c o s t s 
were $365.44 for j u n i o r c o l l e g e s , $349.82 for s e n i o r 
h i g h s c h o o l s , and $223.23 for a d u l t s c h o o l s . The 
a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s b r i n g t h i s comparison in expenses 
to the a t t e n t i o n of the Board of E d u c a t i o n . 5 9 6 

C l a r k ' s comparat ive e x p e n d i t u r e r a t i o r e p o r t e d in the 

p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n i s c o n s i d e r e d by t h i s author to be an 

5 9 5 I d e m , Monograph, p . 

5 9 ' 6 I b i d . 

119. 
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i n v a l i d index of m a r g i n a l i t y . A f u r t h e r breakdown of f u n d i n g , a 

common u n i t of measurement, and comparisons among v a l u e s for 

g i v e n v a r i a b l e s i s f e l t to be neces sary in order to c a l c u l a t e 

more r e l i a b l e and v a l i d i n d i c e s . F u r t h e r m o r e , a d d i t i o n a l 

i n f o r m a t i o n i s needed c o n c e r n i n g confounding v a r i a b l e s which 

might d r a s t i c a l l y a f f e c t a r a t i o of s t a t u s . F i r s t , i t i s 

assumed tha t " d i r e c t per c a p i t a c o s t s " 5 9 7 r e p o r t e d by C l a r k 

r e p r e s e n t the annua l d o l l a r e x p e n d i t u r e s , not a l l o c a t i o n s , per 

f u l l - t i m e e q u i v a l e n t , not per s t u d e n t , i n the named systems 

u s i n g the average d a i l y a t tendance s t a n d a r d s . T h i s would mean 

that a l l o c a t i o n s for s tudents a t t e n d i n g l e s s than the s p e c i f i e d 

number of days per year would be reduced on a p r o - r a t e d b a s i s . 

I t i s assumed tha t annual per c a p i t a a l l o c a t i o n s to a l l t h r e e 

named s u b u n i t s of the C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l System are based on the 

same number of d a y s - i n - a t t e n d a n c e r e q u i r e m e n t , o therwise C l a r k ' s 

r e p o r t e d annual d o l l a r r a t i o s s h o u l d be a d j u s t e d in order to 

more a c c u r a t e l y r e f l e c t p r i o r i t y for purposes of a l l o c a t i n g 

fund ing w i t h i n the p a r e n t a l sys tem. 

From the p r e c e d i n g q u o t a t i o n one c o u l d unders tand the 

r e p o r t e d per c a p i t a c o s t s to be for each i n d i v i d u a l e n r o l l e d in 

the program d u r i n g a g i v e n y e a r , r e g a r d l e s s of a s t u d e n t ' s 

a t tendance r e c o r d . T h i s seems u n l i k e l y and the assumption tha t 

C l a r k was r e p o r t i n g d o l l a r e x p e n d i t u r e s per f u l l - t i m e e q u i v a l e n t 

(FTE) was made. 

The f u n d i n g per u n i t of average d a i l y a t tendance in 1952-3 

5 9 7 I b i d . 
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for both a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 5 9 8 and j u n i o r c o l l e g e s 5 9 9 i s assumed to 

have been based on a 3-hour day, whereas for the s e n i o r h i g h 

s c h o o l s i d e n t i f i e d by C l a r k i n t h i s q u o t a t i o n , a l l o c a t i o n s were 

a p p a r e n t l y based on a f o u r - h o u r d a y . 6 0 0 

I f these assumptions are c o r r e c t , then t h i s one f a c t o r 

would have a b e a r i n g on both a p p r o p r i a t e u n i t s of measurement 

and r e s u l t i n g r a t i o s . The s i m i l a r , but n e v e r t h e l e s s d i f f e r e n t 

f u n d i n g r a t i o from C l a r k ' s annual per c a p i t a d o l l a r c o s t s r e p o r t 

for j u n i o r c o l l e g e s , s e n i o r h i g h s c h o o l s , and a d u l t s c h o o l s 

( 365 .44 :349 .82 :223 .23 ) , but f e l t to be a more v a l i d u n i t of 

measurement, would be a r a t i o based on f u l l - t i m e e q u i v a l e n t 

s t a n d a r d s , but one which a d j u s t s for the v a r i a t i o n i n the ADA 

s tandards among the v a r i o u s subsystems. From C l a r k ' s r e p o r t e d 

r a t i o , one might be i n c l i n e d to f e e l tha t such a d i s p a r i t y in 

per c a p i t a e x p e n d i t u r e s between h i g h s c h o o l s and a d u l t s c h o o l s 

($349.82:$223.23) s u p p o r t s C l a r k ' s c o n c l u s i o n tha t a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n e x p e r i e n c e d m a r g i n a l i t y d u r i n g 1952-3. However, when 

p r e s e n t e d w i t h the p o s s i b i l i t y tha t C l a r k ' s "per c a p i t a " 6 0 1 i s 

not r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a c t u a l i n d i v i d u a l s i n a t tendance but 

r a t h e r r e f e r s to f u l l - t i m e e q u i v a l e n t f i g u r e s d u r i n g the g i v e n 

y e a r , and tha t an a t tendance day i s four hours f o r e lementary 

5 9 8 I d e m , D i s s e r t a t i o n , pp . 18, 20. 

5 9 9 I b i d . , p . 20. 

6 0 0 I b i d . 

6 0 1 I d e m , Monograph, p . 119. 

6 0 2 I d e m , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 20. 
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and h i g h s c h o o l s 5 0 2 and three hours f o r j u n i o r c o l l e g e s and 

a d u l t s c h o o l s , then h i s r e p o r t e d r a t i o i s i n v a l i d a t e d and a 

d i f f e r e n t r a t i o based on a common denominator or u n i t of 

measurement i s n e c e s s a r y . Reported r a t i o s based on e i t h e r 

d i f f e r e n t v a r i a b l e s or u n i t s of measurement are i n v a l i d . Whi le 

a common term was used , average d a i l y a t tendance (ADA), the u n i t 

of measurement was not e q u i v a l e n t (see T a b l e 5 for s i m p l i f i e d 

r a t i o s ) . 

A d j u s t i n g for on ly one of s e v e r a l p o s s i b l e confound ing 

v a r i a b l e s , average d a i l y a t t e n d a n c e , the r a t i o i s d r a s t i c a l l y 

a l t e r e d between h i g h s c h o o l s and a d u l t s c h o o l s . 6 0 3 I t i s 

important to keep in mind that C l a r k ' s r e p o r t e d annua l d o l l a r 

per c a p i t a c o s t s were p r o b a b l y not t i e d to the number of 

s tudent s in a t t e n d a n c e , but were l i k e l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 

expenses c a l c u l a t e d on average d a i l y a t tendance f o r m u l a s , 

formulas which v a r i e d among o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s . Reported 

r a t i o s a d j u s t e d to a 4-hour a t tendance day and to a 3-hour 

a t tendance day are e q u i v a l e n t r a t i o s which can be s i m p l i f i e d to 

a r a t i o of 18:13:11, r e p r e s e n t i n g fund ing l e v e l s for j u n i o r 

c o l l e g e s , h i g h s c h o o l s , and a d u l t s c h o o l s , r e s p e c t i v e l y . The 

r a t i o between h i g h s c h o o l s and a d u l t s c h o o l s from C l a r k ' s r e p o r t 

of 17:11 i s a d j u s t e d to 13:11 through c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s one 

v a r i a b l e o n l y . 

There are a d d i t i o n a l f a c t o r s which might c a l l for 

adjustments i n r a t i o s meant to r e f l e c t l e v e l s of f i n a n c i a l 

e o 3 S e e T a b i e 6 . 
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T a b l e 5 

Adjustment T a b l e for V a r i a t i o n s 
i n Average D a i l y At tendance S tandards* 

Among O r g a n i z a t i o n a l Subun i t s 
of the C a l i f o r n i a Schoo l System, 1952-53 

JUNIOR 
COLLEGES 

HIGH 
SCHOOLS 

JUNIOR 
HIGH 

SCHOOL 

ELEMEN
TARY 

SCHOOL 

ADULT 
SCHOOLS 

C l a r k ' s Annual 
Per C a p i t a 
Funding 

$365.44 $349.82 $223.23 

R a t i o A d j u s t e d to 
4-hour Average 
D a i l y At tendance 

487.25 349.82 297.64 

R a t i o A d j u s t e d to 
3-hour Average 
D a i l y At tendance 

365.44 262.44 223.23 

S i m p l i f i e d R a t i o 18 1 3 1 1 

• N o t e : C l a r k r e p o r t e d tha t average d a i l y a t tendance was 
c a l c u l a t e d on a f o u r - h o u r day for e lementary and h i g h 
s c h o o l s and on a t h r e e - h o u r day for j u n i o r c o l l e g e s 
and a d u l t s c h o o l s . 

support among v a r i o u s s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l system. 

On what b a s i s are p h y s i c a l f a c i l i t i e s and o ther overhead c o s t s 

shared between a d u l t s c h o o l s and host i n s t i t u t i o n s ? 

T r a d i t i o n a l l y , a d u l t s c h o o l s have seldom p a i d t h e i r share of 

overhead c o s t s from t h e i r r e v e n u e s . Where such c o s t s are 

r e f l e c t e d i n e x p e n d i t u r e s of e lementary and h i g h s c h o o l s , but 

are m i n i m a l l y r e f l e c t e d in a d u l t s c h o o l c o s t s , adjustments must 

be made i f the r e s u l t i n g r a t i o i s to r e f l e c t v a l i d comparat ive 

support l e v e l s among s u b u n i t s . Whi l e there are many ways to 

share c o s t s and d i v e r g e n t e q u i t y f o r m u l a s , one might c o n s i d e r 

a s s i g n i n g such c o s t s on the b a s i s of a common f u l l - t i m e 

e q u i v a l e n t f o r m u l a . 
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A d u l t s c h o o l s in C a l i f o r n i a through the c o n c l u s i o n of 

C l a r k ' s s tudy had n o - t u i t i o n - f e e p o l i c i e s . 6 0 " Where fees and 

o ther income e x i s t , they must be r e f l e c t e d in a d u l t s c h o o l 

e x p e n d i t u r e f i g u r e s i f v a l i d comparat ive support l e v e l s among 

s u b u n i t s are d e s i r e d . 

Whi le f u l l - t i m e e q u i v a l e n t comparisons among s u b u n i t s may 

i n d i c a t e s t a t u s , o ther t a r g e t e d comparisons based on both 

f i n a n c e s and o ther v a r i a b l e s might be more r e l i a b l e and v a l i d 

i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y . These might i n c l u d e comparisons of 

i n s t r u c t o r s a l a r i e s for i d e n t i c a l courses taught w i t h i n 

d i f f e r i n g s u b u n i t s , comparison of p h y s i c a l f a c i l i t i e s , 

comparison of program p l a n n i n g e x p e n d i t u r e s , and comparisons of 

i n s t r u c t o r and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e b e n e f i t s . 

The f i r s t of C l a r k ' s three b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s of l e g i t i m a c y 

was the defense tha t "Adult e d u c a t i o n i s a l o w - c o s t o p e r a t i o n " . 

C l a r k ' s argument t h a t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i s a l o w - c o s t o p e r a t i o n 

appears to be an assessment from a narrow p e r s p e c t i v e . A d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s may be a s ses sed as such from the 

p e r s p e c t i v e of l o c a l p r o p e r t y owners and i n terms of i n c r e a s e d 

assessment on l o c a l r e a l e s t a t e through s c h o o l taxes necessary 

to support i t , or i n terms of s a v i n g s to l o c a l p r o p e r t y owners 

when a d u l t c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s are s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g or are 

r e s p o n s i b l e for i n c r e a s e d s t a t e s u p p o r t , r e d u c i n g l o c a l t a x a t i o n 

of p r o p e r t y owners. But assessments i g n o r i n g s t a t e 

e x p e n d i t u r e s , s e l f - g e n e r a t e d revenues , and e v e n l y d i s t r i b u t e d 

6 0 " C l a r k , Monograph, pp . 77 -9 . 
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c o n s t r u c t i o n , maintenance and o p e r a t i n g c o s t s of p h y s i c a l 

f a c i l i t i e s are not r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of a c t u a l program • or s choo l 

c o s t s . There i s no ev idence i n e i t h e r C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t ion or 

Monograph to i n d i c a t e that such f a c t o r s were c o n s i d e r e d i n h i s 

assessments of m a r g i n a l i t y . N e i t h e r was there adequate 

i n f o r m a t i o n i n e i t h e r document to enable r e a d e r s to r e f o r m u l a t e 

the concept s of s t a t u s . 

A more n e u t r a l p e r s p e c t i v e would v iew, as an example, h i g h 

s c h o o l s and a d u l t s c h o o l s as s u b u n i t s of a common system. One 

might term such s u b u n i t s as "compat ib le" s u b u n i t s or 

"complementary" s u b u n i t s in tha t they p l a c e c o m p a t i b l e demands 

on common p h y s i c a l f a c i l i t i e s . High s c h o o l s tend to r e q u i r e 

d a y - t i m e f a c i l i t y use; a d u l t s c h o o l s r e q u i r e even ing a c c e s s . 

The f a c t tha t h i g h s c h o o l s were most o f t e n e s t a b l i s h e d as 

p u b l i c l y suppor ted s c h o o l s b e f o r e a d u l t s c h o o l s might h e l p 

e x p l a i n why p h y s i c a l f a c i l i t i e s tend to f a l l under t h e i r 

j u r i s d i c t i o n . Because of the c o m p a t i b i l i t y of a d u l t s c h o o l s 

w i th h i g h s c h o o l s , t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n might be seen as n a t u r a l . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , C l a r k ' s c o n t e n t i o n of a s t e p - c h i l d r e l a t i o n s h i p 

might be a f a i r l y a c c u r a t e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of the e x i s t e n t 

r e l a t i o n s h i p when a d u l t s c h o o l s are f i r s t i n i t i a t e d . 

Because of the assumed tendency to j u s t i f y new or added 

programs on the b a s i s of i n c r e a s e d c o s t s to a system r a t h e r than 

on a shared c o s t b a s i s , a d u l t e d u c a t i o n may o f t e n be l a b e l e d 

l o w - c o s t as C l a r k has termed i t . T h u s , p a r t of the c o s t s of 

a d u l t c l a s s e s and s c h o o l s would tend to be h idden i n 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s to host i n s t i t u t i o n s such as h i g h s c h o o l s . When 
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such r e l a t i o n s h i p s are c o m p a t i b l e and are accompanied by the 

e x t r a b e n e f i t s , such as those e x p e r i e n c e d by some s c h o o l 

d i s t r i c t s i n C a l i f o r n i a where i n c r e a s e d a t tendance in a d u l t 

s c h o o l s tended to boost the l e v e l of f u n d i n g for the h i g h 

sc'hool , t e n d e n c i e s may e x i s t to h ide the t r u e c o s t s of the a d u l t 

s c h o o l s f i g u r e d on p r o - r a t e d f o r m u l a s , s t a t e a l l o c a t i o n s , and 

t u i t i o n c h a r g e s . Rather than be ing r e p o r t e d as t o t a l expenses , 

c o s t s would tend to be r e p o r t e d in terms of m a r g i n a l c o s t s to 

l o c a l p r o p e r t y owners, or where p o s s i b l e , as s a v i n g s . A d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n may not be l e s s c o s t l y than h i g h s c h o o l i n g , but i t may 

have been exped ient for both subsystems to r e p o r t a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n as a l o w - c o s t o p e r a t i o n because of p e r c e i v e d mutual 

b e n e f i t s of making i t appear as such to the l o c a l t a x p a y e r s . 

When s t a t e and f e d e r a l a p p r o p r i a t i o n s for p h y s i c a l f a c i l i t i e s , 

overhead , and o p e r a t i n g s u b s i d i e s are added to l o c a l p r o p e r t y 

tax assessments f o r a d u l t s c h o o l s , the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s may 

not be found to be a l o w - c o s t o p e r a t i o n as p e r c e i v e d by C l a r k . 

These are s u p p o s i t i o n s which can not be v e r i f i e d nor t e s t e d from 

the l i m i t e d data in C l a r k ' s two m a n u s c r i p t s . 

When viewed from C l a r k ' s p e r s p e c t i v e where f a c i l i t i e s are 

c o n s t r u c t e d and m a i n t a i n e d for e l e m e n t a r y , h i g h s c h o o l , and 

j u n i o r c o l l e g e i n s t r u c t i o n , c o n s i d e r e d to be the pr imary g o a l 

and f u n c t i o n of a system, l i t t l e a d d i t i o n a l expense i s i n c u r r e d 

by the l o c a l p r o p e r t y owners through the a d d i t i o n of even ing 

a d u l t c l a s s e s . A d u l t s c h o o l s are c o m p a t i b l e w i th the t h r e e 

named o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u b u n i t s p r i m a r i l y because of c o m p a t i b l e 

t ime demands f o r p h y s i c a l f a c i l i t i e s . Few a l t e r a t i o n s to h i g h 
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s c h o o l and j u n i o r c o l l e g e f a c i l i t i e s are neces sary to f a c i l i t a t e 

evening a d u l t programs; hence C l a r k ' s a p p r a i s a l of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n as a low cos t o p e r a t i o n . 

In summary, t h i s t h e s i s s e c t i o n i s i n t e n d e d to i l l u s t r a t e 

the use of c o n c e p t u a l t e s t i n g of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

S e v e r a l of C l a r k ' s hypotheses made in r e f e r e n c e to h i s use of 

the term m a r g i n a l i t y in h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n and Monograph have been 

c h a l l e n g e d through t h i s p r o c e s s . F u r t h e r , what C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d 

as i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y may be found to be u n r e l a t e d to the 

s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t among comparat ive s u b u n i t s 

of a common p a r e n t a l sys tem. 
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CHAPTER V I I I 

TYPOLOGY FOR CLASSIFICATION OF THE CONCEPTS OF MARGINALITY 

T h i s c h a p t e r c o n s i s t s of the p r e s e n t a t i o n and d i s c u s s i o n of 

d e f i n i t i o n s and l a b e l s f or each concept of m a r g i n a l i t y tha t was 

i d e n t i f i e d through the examinat ion of C l a r k ' s use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s Di s s e r t a t ion and Monograph. C l a r k ' s uses 

were examined for purposes of i d e n t i f y i n g d i s t i n c t i o n s among key 

e l ements , which d i s t i n c t i o n s c o n s t i t u t e the b a s i s for v a r i o u s 

concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . D i f f e r e n t concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y are 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d p r i m a r i l y by the n a t u r e of t h e i r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

elements and by the c o n t e x t s in which m a r g i n a l i t y i s to be 

examitied. Some concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y appear to be 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d by the c a t e g o r i c a l l i m i t a t i o n of v a r i a b l e s to be 

c o n s i d e r e d i n an assessment of s t a t u s . 

The concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y i d e n t i f i e d through t h i s p r o c e s s 

serve as c o n c r e t e examples from which a t y p o l o g y w i l l be 

proposed for the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Seven b a s i c concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y are i d e n t i f i e d and w i l l be 

d e f i n e d . D e f i n i t i o n s w i l l be s t a t e d for four c a t e g o r i e s of one 

concept of m a r g i n a l i t y , and f o r two c a t e g o r i e s of a n o t h e r . 

A d d i t i o n a l l y , a g e n e r i c l a b e l w i l l be proposed for d e n o t i n g the 
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m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s which are c o n s i d e r e d to 

be p a r t of more than one e d u c a t i o n a l system. 

The d e f i n i t i o n of terms i s a p r i o r s t ep to d e f i n i n g and 

l a b e l i n g the seven proposed concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . E i g h t 

terms are a s s i g n e d p a r t i c u l a r meanings f o r the proposed 

d e f i n i t i o n a l use . 

Once d e f i n i t i o n s are e s t a b l i s h e d and l a b e l e d for each of 

the proposed concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y , the t y p o l o g y i s t a b l e d for 

r e f e r e n c e p u r p o s e s . 

A t t r i b u t i o n of Concepts of M a r g i n a l i t y to C l a r k 

C l a r k appears to have been the f i r s t author to use concept s 

of m a r g i n a l i t y to d e s c r i b e s t a t e s of acceptance and s t a t u s 

e x p e r i e n c e d by a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s . Whi le h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n i s the p r i m a r y document for examining the i n i t i a l 

use and development of the term and concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y i n 

the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , i t i s yet to be r e f e r e n c e d , 

o u t s i d e of t h i s t h e s i s , by a u t h o r s a p p l y i n g concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y i n the f i e l d . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , most a u t h o r s i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n who use the 

t erm, m a r g i n a l i t y , r e f e r e n c e C l a r k and o t h e r s of h i s 

p u b l i c a t i o n s in which he d i s c u s s e s m a r g i n a l i t y . 6 0 5 Some a u t h o r s , 

however, use the t erm, m a r g i n a l i t y , the concept s a s s o c i a t e d by 

C l a r k wi th the t erm, and key words found i n C l a r k ' s work, 

wi thout r e f e r e n c e to h i s w r i t i n g s . At t i m e s , a u t h o r s mere ly 

6 0 5 S e e f u l l l i s t i n g of works by C l a r k i n which the term 
m a r g i n a l i t y was used i n Chapter I I , C l a r k ' s Monographs  
C o n c e r n i n g M a r g i n a l i t y . 
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quote or paraphrase C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s c o n c e r n i n g the concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , but in g iven c i t a t i o n s , e x p l a n a t i o n s of the term 

are proposed which seem incongruent w i th C l a r k ' s c o n t e x t u a l 

usages and e x p l a n a t i o n s . Some a u t h o r s are c o n s i s t e n t in t h e i r 

use of the t erm. Others use the term in s e v e r a l ways, d e n o t i n g 

q u i t e d i f f e r e n t c o n c e p t s . A d d i t i o n a l a u t h o r s use the term to 

denote concept s which are in d e f i n i t i o n a l c o n f l i c t w i th each 

o t h e r . Some have even sought to a p p l y C l a r k ' s term, 

m a r g i n a l i t y , to n o v e l r e l a t i o n s h i p s which they seek to d e s c r i b e 

or e x p l a i n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , no r e f e r e n c e s to sources of the 

concept of m a r g i n a l i t y o ther than C l a r k were found . E i t h e r 

Cla*rk was c i t e d or the term was used wi thout a t t r i b u t i o n . 

A l i t e r a t u r e review and study of the concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y r e s u l t e d in s t i l l a d d i t i o n a l o b s e r v a t i o n s . Some 

a u t h o r s were i d e n t i f i e d who seem to r e c o g n i z e the i n c o n s i s t e n c y 

of C l a r k ' s c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n and use of the t erm, m a r g i n a l i t y . 

These a u t h o r s i n c o r p o r a t e d e s c r i p t i o n s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and 

i t s i n s t i t u t i o n s in t h e i r w r i t i n g s , a t t imes u t i l i z i n g 

t e r m i n o l o g y used by C l a r k in d i s c u s s i n g the s t a t e of 

m a r g i n a l i t y ; however, they a v o i d use of the term i t s e l f . 

There i s l i t t l e p r e c i s i o n and c o n s i s t e n c y i n i t s use , and 

the c a s u a l usage of the term has ye t to be the s u b j e c t of 

s c h o l a r l y s t u d y . Most usages of the term by o ther a u t h o r s have 

appeared as q u o t a t i o n s and p a r a p h r a s e s of C l a r k ' s use of the 

term and c o n c e p t s of m a r g i n a l i t y . No at tempts to expand or 

c l a r i f y the concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y , nor to c r i t i q u e usages of 

the term were i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of those by 



287 

B u r n h a m 6 0 6 who t r a c e d the f o r m u l a t i n g and a p p l i c a t i o n of the 

"concept of m a r g i n a l i t y " and by S h o t t e n 6 0 7 who a n a l y z e d C l a r k ' s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l model and c o n s t r u c t e d the a l t e r n a t i v e F l e x i b i l i t y 

M o d e l . 

The proposed t y p o l o g y for c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y i s f or the purpose of d i s t i n g u i s h i n g among v a r i o u s 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y found i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . Use of the 

term, m a r g i n a l i t y , to d e s c r i b e s t a t u s of e lements a s s o c i a t e d 

wi th a d u l t e d u c a t i o n or w i t h the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n may be 

c l a s s i f i e d w i t h i n any of the seven c a t e g o r i e s of the t y p o l o g y 

a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r key e lements and c o n t e x t u a l a p p l i c a t i o n . 

Seven Major Concepts of M a r g i n a l i t y L a b e l e d and D e f i n e d 

A t y p o l o g y for c l a s s i f y i n g usage of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , 

a c c o r d i n g to the d i s t i n c t concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y i t d en o t e s , i s 

proposed wherein seven major concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y are l a b e l e d 

and d e f i n e d . D e f i n i t i o n s f o r four c a t e g o r i e s of one of the 

c o n c e p t s , and for two c a t e g o r i e s of a second concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , are s t a t e d . 

C l a r k ' s usages of the term m a r g i n a l i t y found w i t h i n the 

b a s i c documents i n which he d i s c u s s e d m a r g i n a l i t y were a n a l y z e d 

6 0 6 B y r o n R. Burnham, "The F o r m u l a t i o n and A p p l i c a t i o n 
of the Concept of M a r g i n a l i t y i n A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , " course 
ass ignment f o r E d u c a t i o n 514, U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , 
Department of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , Winter 1980, a v a i l a b l e from 
a u t h o r , 1525 E l l e n d a l e S t r e e t , Logan , Utah 84321. 
( T y p e w r i t t e n . ) 

6 0 7 A a r o n H . S h o t t e n , "An I n t e n s i v e A n a l y s i s of An A d u l t 
E d u c a t i o n O r g a n i z a t i o n a l Model and a New Model C o n s t r u c t e d " 
( P h . D . d i s s e r t a t i o n , U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a - B e r k e l e y , 1975). 
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i n d i v i d u a l l y . T h i s l i t e r a t u r e review a l l o w e d an e v a l u a t i o n of 

C l a r k ' s c o n s i s t e n c y in terms and concept usage and l e d to the 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the seven d i s t i n c t major concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y i n c o r p o r a t e d w i t h i n the proposed t y p o l o g y . A review 

of l i t e r a t u r e w i t h i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n to determine whether the 

t e r m ' s usages in the g e n e r a l l i t e r a t u r e c o r r e s p o n d e d w i t h 

C l a r k ' s usages f o l l o w e d . I t was a s c e r t a i n e d through these 

l i t e r a t u r e reviews tha t the term had been used to d e s c r i b e at 

l e a s t seven d i s t i n c t s t a t e s of e x i s t e n c e : 

F i r s t , a p p l i c a t i o n s to denote the s t a t u s of e i t h e r a d u l t 

l e a r n i n g or a d u l t e d u c a t i o n v a l u e s , s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , 

among comparat ive l e a r n i n g or e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s , r e s p e c t i v e l y , 

which v a l u e s are h e l d e lsewhere i n s o c i e t y , or a p o r t i o n , 

t h e r e o f . 

Second, a p p l i c a t i o n s to denote the s t a t u s of e i t h e r a d u l t 

l e a r n i n g or a d u l t e d u c a t i o n based on p r a c t i c e s , s i n g l y or 

c o l l e c t i v e l y , among comparat ive l e a r n i n g or e d u c a t i o n p r a c t i c e s , 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

T h i r d , a p p l i c a t i o n s to denote the s o c i e t a l s t a t u s of 

l e a r n i n g s i t u a t i o n s , s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , found o u t s i d e of 

the formal o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g where l e a r n i n g may be e i t h e r 

f o r t u i t o u s or i n t e n t i o n a l , and where there i s no s y s t e m a t i c 

programing of i n s t r u c t i o n . 

F o u r t h , a p p l i c a t i o n s to denote the s o c i e t a l s t a t u s of 

independent a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s , s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y . 

F i f t h , a p p l i c a t i o n s to denote s t a t u s among o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

d i v i s i o n s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t or subun i t based on 
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a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o n t r o l , c o n t e n t , or o ther v a r i a b l e s i n t e r n a l to 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t or s u b u n i t . 

S i x t h , a p p l i c a t i o n s to the p e r s o n a l s t a t u s of a d u l t 

e d u c a t o r s , a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , program p l a n n e r s , s t u d e n t s , or o ther 

p e r s o n n e l , s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , among o ther i n d i v i d u a l s 

p e r f o r m i n g s i m i l a r r o l e s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l system, 

whether o r g a n i z a t i o n a l or s o c i e t a l . 

Seventh , a p p l i c a t i o n s to denote the s t a t u s of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s , s i n g l y . o r c o l l e c t i v e l y , among o ther s u b u n i t s 

w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , wherein the pr imary 

o b j e c t i v e of the o r g a n i z a t i o n i s o ther than the e d u c a t i o n of 

a d u l t s . 

These seven concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y are l a b e l e d 

r e s p e c t i v e l y as (1) v a l u e s m a r g i n a l i t y , (2) p r a c t i c e 

m a r g i n a l i t y , (3) autonomous e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , 

(4) autonomous o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , (5) i n t r a -

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , (6) human system m a r g i n a l i t y , and 

(7) o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y and are l a t e r i n t h i s 

c h a p t e r d e f i n e d i n d e t a i l . 

In c a t e g o r i z i n g concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y from the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e , r e f e r e n c e s to the m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n and to the m a r g i n a l i t y of the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

are c a t e g o r i z e d as autonomous o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y or 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y o n l y i f the c o n t e x t u a l usage 

i s judged to l o g i c a l l y mandate such c a t e g o r i z a t i o n . Otherwise 

such r e f e r e n c e s are i n t e r p r e t e d as d e s i g n a t i o n s of s t a t e s of 

e x i s t e n c e for the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n to 
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s o c i e t y a n d c a t e g o r i z e d a s a u t o n o m o u s e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y . 

A " n o n - s p e c i f i c u s a g e s o f t h e t e r m " c a t e g o r y w o u l d become 

n e c e s s a r y i n t h e e v e n t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o c a t e g o r i z e a c o n c e p t 

o f m a r g i n a l i t y a c c o r d i n g t o t h e p r o p o s e d c a t e g o r i e s . T h i s 

a c c o m m o d a t i o n w o u l d a l l o w f o r t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t h a t a n y o r a l l 

o f t h e c o n d i t i o n s , d e n o t e d by t e r m i n o l o g y u s e d w i t h i n t h e s e v e n 

• c a t e g o r i e s o f u s a g e , may e x i s t . I d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f a d d i t i o n a l 

d i s t i n c t c o n c e p t s o f m a r g i n a l i t y may r e q u i r e e n l a r g e m e n t o f t h e 

t y p o l o g y . 

A s o u r c e o f c o n f u s i o n i n t h e a n a l y s i s o f C l a r k ' s i n i t i a l 

c o n c e p t o f m a r g i n a l i t y was h i s o m i s s i o n o f a s u c c i n c t d e f i n i t i o n 

o f h i s c o n c e p t . R a t h e r t h a n c l e a r l y d e f i n i n g m a r g i n a l i t y a s a 

c o n c e p t d e n o t i n g t h e s t a t u s o f an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t i n 

r e l a t i o n . t o an e d u c a t i o n a l s y s t e m , C l a r k d e s c r i b e d " S o u r c e s a n d 

I n d i c e s o f M a r g i n a l i t y . " 6 0 8 He made no d i s t i n c t i o n s among t h e 

s t a t e o r c o n d i t i o n o f m a r g i n a l i t y , s o u r c e s o f m a r g i n a l i t y , n o r 

i n d i c e s o f m a r g i n a l i t y , a n d t e n d e d t o t r e a t them a s o n e . C l a r k 

a l s o d i s c u s s e d v a l i d a t i o n i n s p e a k i n g o f t h e a s s e s s m e n t o f 

m a r g i n a l i t y . A s p r e v i o u s l y q u o t e d : 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o a s s e s s s u c h a f a c t o r a s 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , s i n c e t h e q u e s t i o n o f 
v a l i d a t i o n i n v o l v e s a c c e p t a n c e by d i f f e r e n t g r o u p s 
w i t h i n a n d w i t h o u t t h e s c h o o l s y s t e m , a n d a c c e p t a n c e 
on v a r i o u s g r o u n d s . 6 0 9 

A s C l a r k d i d , i t i s t e m p t i n g t o d e f i n e c o n c e p t s o f 

6 0 8 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p p . 2 5 - 3 1 . 

6 0 9 I b i d . , p . 2 6 . 
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m a r g i n a l i t y p r i m a r i l y through l i s t i n g s o u r c e s , i n d i c e s and 

v a l i d a t i o n s of the c o n c e p t , but t h i s approach w i l l not r e s u l t in 

p r e c i s e d e f i n i t i o n s for the c o n c e p t s . 

D e f i n i t i o n of Terms 

S e v e r a l terms are r e q u i r e d for d e v e l o p i n g pars imonious 

d e s c r i p t i o n s w i t h i n the proposed c a t e g o r i e s . These terms are 

b r i e f l y d e f i n e d as f o l l o w s : 

I n s t i t u t i o n a l denotes the presence of formal c o n s t i t u t i o n s , 

bylaws and o b j e c t i v e s which o u t l i n e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l purposes and 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 

Autonomous denotes " s e l f - g o v e r n i n g " and " e x i s t i n g or 

f u n c t i o n i n g i n d e p e n d e n t l y , " 6 1 0 whether as an i n d i v i d u a l or g r o u p ' 

in a n o n - i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d s e t t i n g or as an i n s t i t u t i o n . 

System i s used to d i s c u s s e d u c a t i o n a l u n i t s so a r r a n g e d 

that t o g e t h e r they form an element bound by a common and o r d e r l y 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , o b j e c t i v e s , r e s t r i c t i o n s , a n d / o r i n f l u e n c e s . I t 

denotes a c t u a l o r d e r i n g of i n d i v i d u a l s and r u l e s for t h e i r 

i n t e r a c t i o n . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l denotes formal s t r u c t u r i n g of i n d i v i d u a l s or 

groups through i n c o r p o r a t i o n in compl iance w i t h governmental 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . Whi l e in the s o c i e t a l s e t t i n g any i n t e r a c t i o n 

among i n d i v i d u a l s might be regarded as "an index of an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , f o r purposes of t h i s t h e s i s mere c o l l a b o r a t i o n of 

i n d i v i d u a l s , or r e s u l t a n t i n f o r m a l s t r u c t u r i n g of i n d i v i d u a l s 

and r o l e s , w i l l not be i n t e r p r e t e d as o r g a n i z a t i o n a l wi thout 

6 1 0 W e b s t e r , 1972, s. v . "autonomous." 
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formal o b j e c t i v e s , by laws , c o n s t i t u t i o n , a n d / o r i n c o r p o r a t i o n . 

I n s t r u c t i o n denotes the d e l i b e r a t e d e s i g n and management of 

events and environment for purposes of f a c i l i t a t i n g l e a r n i n g . 

A d u l t e d u c a t i o n subuni t r e f e r s not to a s u b d i v i s i o n of an 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t , but r a t h e r to an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y s u b o r d i n a t e to a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n or 

p h y s i c a l l y l a r g e r or more powerfu l o r g a n i z a t i o n whose pr imary 

o b j e c t i v e i s not the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 

Independent a d u l t educat ion o r g a n i z a t ion or u n i t r e f e r s to 

an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement , f o r m a l l y c o n s t i t u t e d , wherein the 

p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n i s the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 

P a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t ion denotes the e x i s t e n c e of an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n c r e a t e d for purposes o t h e r than the e d u c a t i o n of 

a d u l t s , which c o n t a i n s one or more a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s . 

S u p r a - p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n denotes the e x i s t e n c e of an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n composed of l e s s e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s , at l e a s e one of 

which c o n t a i n s an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t . 

Typology of M a r g i n a l i t y 

For purposes of c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of v a r i o u s usages of the 

term, m a r g i n a l i t y , s e v e r a l r e s t r i c t i v e d e f i n i t i o n s w i l l be 

u t i l i z e d . Each i s l a b e l e d and s u c c i n c t l y s t a t e d in T a b l e 6. 

Each c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y w i l l be d i s c u s s e d . 

V a l u e s M a r g i n a l i t y 

V a l u e s m a r g i n a l i t y i s a c a t e g o r y of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y 

which denotes the s t a t u s of e i t h e r a d u l t l e a r n i n g or a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n v a l u e s , s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , among comparat ive 

l e a r n i n g or e d u c a t i o n v a l u e s , r e s p e c t i v e l y , which v a l u e s are 
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TYPOLOGY FOR CLASSIFICATION AND LABELING 
OF CONCEPTS OF MARGINALITY IN ADULT EDUCATION 

VALUES MARGINALITY„ 
S t a t u s of e i t h e r a d u l t l e a r n i n g or a d u l t e d u c a t i o n b e l i e f s or s t a n d a r d s , s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , among c o m p a r a t i v e 
l e a r n i n g or e d u c a t i o n a l v a l u e s , r e s p e c t i v e l y , which v a l u e s a re h e l d elsewhere i n s o c i e t y o r a p o r t i o n , t h e r e o f . 

PRACTICE MARGINALITY 
S t a t u s of e i t h e r a d u l t l e a r n i n g or a d u l t e d u c a t i o n based on p r o f e s s i o n a l , customary, or h a b i t u a l a c t i o n s , s i n g l y or 
c o l l e c t i v e l y , to f a c i l i t a t e a d u l t l e a r n i n g , among comparative l e a r n i n g or e d u c a t i o n a c t i o n s , r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

AUTONOMOUS EXTRA-ORGANIZATIONAL MARGINALITY 
S o c i e t a l s t a t u s of a d u l t l e a r n i n g p r o c e s s e s , p r a c t i c e s , or even t s , s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , o c c u r r i n g o u t s i d e of an 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g wherein l e a r n i n g may be e i t h e r f o r t u i t o u s or i n t e n t i o n a l , and wherein l e a r n i n g o c c u r s without 
s y s t e m a t i c programing of i n s t r u c t i o n by the l e a r n e r , an i n s t r u c t o r , programer, or a d m i n i s t r a t o r , among no n - a d u l t 
l e a r n i n g p r o c e s s e s , p r a c t i c e s , or events, r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

AUTONOMOUS ORGANIZATIONAL MARGINALITY 
S o c i e t a l s t a t u s of a s e l f - g o v e r n i n g and i n c o r p o r a t e d a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t , ( * ) wherein the p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e and 
f u n c t i o n i s the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s , i n comparison to non-adult e d u c a t i o n u n i t s . 

INTRA-ORGANIZATIONAL MARGINALITY 
S t a t u s among o r g a n i z a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t or s u b u n i t based on a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o n t r o l , c o n t e n t , 
or o t h e r v a r i a b l e i n t e r n a l to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t or s u b u n i t . 

HUMAN SYSTEM MARGINALITY 
P e r s o n a l s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t o r s , a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , program p l a n n e r s , s t u d e n t s , or o t h e r p e r s o n n e l , s i n g l y o r 
c o l l e c t i v e l y , among o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s p e r f o r m i n g s i m i l a r r o l e s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l system or c o n t e x t . 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r System M a r g i n a l i t y 
S t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , t h e i r a t t r i b u t e s or r o l e s , c o n s i d e r e d e i t h e r s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , among 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , t h e i r a t t r i b u t e s or r o l e s , i n comparative o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l system. 

C 1 i e n t System M a r g i n a 1 i t y 
S t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s t u d e n t s , i n t e r n s , or a p p r e n t i c e s , s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , among s t u d e n t s , i n t e r n s , or 
a p p r e n t i c e s i n comparative o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s w i t h i n a common system. 
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ORGANIZATIONAL SYSTEM MARGINALITY 
S t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t ( * * ) among o t h e r s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , wherein the 
p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n of the o r g a n i z a t i o n i s o t h e r than the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l Micro-system M a r g i n a l i t y 
S t a t u s of an i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t among oth e r s u b u n i t s w i t h i n an immediate p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
w h e r ein the primary o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n i s oth e r than the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l Macro-system Margi n a l i t y 
S t a t u s of an i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t e d u a t i o n s u b u n i t among other s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a s u p r a - p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , wherein the 
p r i m a r y o b j e c t i e s and f u n c t i o n s i s oth e r than the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l M u l t i p l e Subuni t Micro-system M a r g i n a l i ty 
S t a t u s of two or more a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s , c o n s i d e r e d c o l l e c t i v e l y , among oth e r s u b u n i t s w i t h i n an immediate 
p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , wherein the primary o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n i s o t h e r than the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 

Organi z a t i onal Mult i p l e Subun i t Macro-system Marg i n a 1 i t y 
S t a t u s of two or more a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s , c o n s i d e r e d c o l l e c t i v e l y , among o t h e r s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a s u p r a - p a r e n t a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , wherein the primary o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n i s oth e r than the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s , p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 
i s b y passed i n o r d e r to fo c u s on r e l a t i o n s h i p of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a l a r g e r system. 

INTER-SYSTEM MARGINALITY 
A g e n e r i c l a b e l a p p l i c a b l e to both o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y c o n c e p t s and human system m a r g i n a l i t y c o n c e p t s 
d e n o t i n g the composite s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s or human systems which are c o n s i d e r e d to be p a r t of more 
than one system. 

An a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t i s an independent and f o r m a l l y c o n s t i t u t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n a l element whose p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e and 
f u n c t i o n i s a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

An a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t i s not a s u b d i v i s i o n of an 
a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y s u b o r d i n a t e to a 
p r i m a r y o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n i s not a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t , but r a t h e r a l e g a l o r f o r m a l l y i n c o r p o r a t e d 
parent o r g a n i z a t i o n or l a r g e r or more powerful o r g a n i z a t i o n whose 
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h e l d e l s e w h e r e i n s o c i e t y o r a p o r t i o n , t h e r e o f . P o r t i o n s o f 

s o c i e t y i n c l u d e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s t o w h i c h c o n c e p t s o f 

m a r g i n a l i t y w e r e m o s t f r e q u e n t l y a p p l i e d by C l a r k . 

V a l u e s a r e f r e q u e n t l y d e f i n e d a s b o t h b e l i e f s a n d 

s t a n d a r d s . B o t h b e l i e f s a n d s t a n d a r d s a r e t h o u g h t t o v a r y among 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a n d c o m p a r a t i v e e l e m e n t s w i t h i n b o t h 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a n d s o c i e t a l c o n t e x t s . V a l u e s d e f i n e d a s b e l i e f s 

a r e d i f f e r e n t f r o m p r a c t i c e s , i n t h a t t h e y r e f l e c t e i t h e r wha t 

i n d i v i d u a l s b e l i e v e s h o u l d be d o n e o r s h o u l d e x i s t a s o p p o s e d t o 

how i n d i v i d u a l s e x e r c i s e t h e i r b e l i e f s a n d i n f l u e n c e s . O f t e n 

t h e r e i s a d i s c r e p a n c y b e t w e e n wha t one b e l i e v e s t h e i d e a l t o be 

a n d wha t one deems i s t h e b e s t o p t i o n i n a g i v e n s i t u a t i o n . 

L i k e w i s e , t h e r e i s f r e q u e n t l y a d i s c r e p a n c y b e t w e e n wha t one 

b e l i e v e s t h e i d e a l t o be a n d wha t one a c c e p t s w i t h f u l l 

a p p r o v a l . 

V a l u e s , d e f i n e d a s s t a n d a r d s , r e f l e c t t h e m i n i m u m l e v e l o f 

a c c e p t a b l e b e h a v i o r o r e x i s t e n c e . I n r e i t e r a t i o n , s t a n d a r d s a r e 

t h o u g h t t o v a r y among a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a n d c o m p a r a t i v e e l e m e n t s 

a c r o s s b o t h o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a n d s o c i e t a l c o n t e x t s . 

When a p p l y i n g a n d i n t e r p r e t i n g c o n c e p t s o f v a l u e 

m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , i t i s i m p o r t a n t f o r 

c o n c e p t u a l c l a r i t y t o i d e n t i f y t h e v a r i a b l e a s e i t h e r b e l i e f s o r 

s t a n d a r d s . 

V a l u e s , d e f i n e d a s e i t h e r b e l i e f s o r s t a n d a r d s , may be 

c o n s i d e r e d t o be a c a u s e , s o u r c e , e v i d e n c e , s y m p t o m , o r i n d e x o f 

o t h e r c o n c e p t s o f m a r g i n a l i t y e x i s t e n t i n t h e f i e l d o f a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n . B e l i e f s a n d s t a n d a r d s a r e f e l t by t h i s a u t h o r t o 
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a f f e c t the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n elements denoted by o t h e r 

c o n c e p t s of m a r g i n a l i t y . But, when s t a n d a r d s and b e l i e f s a r e 

the f o c u s i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of s t a t u s , then the concept of 

v a l u e s m a r g i n a l i t y stands as a d i s t i n c t c o n c e p t , encompassing 

the c o n c e p t s of b e l i e f s m a r g i n a l i t y and s t a n d a r d s m a r g i n a l i t y . 

P r a c t i c e M a r g i n a l i t y 

P r a c t i c e m a r g i n a l i t y i s a c a t e g o r y of m a r g i n a l i t y which 

denotes the s t a t u s of e i t h e r a d u l t l e a r n i n g or a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

based on p r o f e s s i o n a l , customary, or h a b i t u a l a c t i o n s , s i n g l y or 

c o l l e c t i v e l y , t o f a c i l i t a t e a d u l t l e a r n i n g among c o m p a r a t i v e 

l e a r n i n g or e d u c a t i o n a c t i o n s , r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

The concept of p r a c t i c e m a r g i n a l i t y i s used t o denote the 

s t a t u s based on a c t i o n s a c t u a l l y p r a c t i c e d w i t h i n a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n among a c t i o n s p r a c t i c e d e l s e w h e r e i n o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

and s o c i e t a l c o n t e x t s . 

Areas of p r a c t i c e somewhat unique t o a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , 

p r a c t i c e s which might a f f e c t s t a t u s , i n c l u d e what V e r n e r and 

Booth termed methods, t e c h n i q u e s and d e v i c e s : 

A d u l t e d u c a t i o n i s not bound by any t r a d i t i o n a l 
m e t h o d o l o g i c a l c o n c e p t , nor does i t a t t a c h v a l u e t o 
any s i n g l e p r o c e s s beyond i t s u t i l i t y i n a c h i e v i n g a 
l e a r n i n g o b j e c t i v e e f f i c i e n t l y , e f f e c t i v e l y , and 
a p p r o p r i a t e l y f o r the group b e i n g e d u c a t e d . . . . 

Three s e p a r a t e elements a r e i n c l u d e d i n the 
n o t i o n of p r o c e s s f o r a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , and each of 
t h e s e d e s c r i b e s a d i s c r e t e f u n c t i o n . The f i r s t 
element i s the method: the o r g a n i z a t i o n of the 
p r o s p e c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t s f o r purposes of e d u c a t i o n . 
The second element i n v o l v e s t e c h n i q u e s : the v a r i e t y of 
ways i n which the l e a r n i n g t a s k i s managed so as t o 
f a c i l i t a t e l e a r n i n g . The t h i r d and f i n a l element 
i n v o l v e s d e v i c e s : a l l t h o s e p a r t i c u l a r t h i n g s or 
c o n d i t i o n s which a r e u t i l i z e d t o augment the 
t e c h n i q u e s and make l e a r n i n g more c e r t a i n . 1 
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'See C o o l i e V e r n e r , A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Theory and  
Method: A C o n c e p t u a l Scheme for the I d e n t i f i c a t i o n and  
C l a s s i f i c a t ion of Proces se s for A d u l t Educat ion 
( C h i c a g o : A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n , 1 962) . 6 1 1 

A d u l t e d u c a t i o n i s not t i e d to any p a r t i c u l a r p r o c e s s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t s s t a t u s i s a f f e c t e d by the p r o f e s s i o n a l , 

cus tomary , and h a b i t u a l proces se s i t p r a c t i c e s . 

Verner and Booth d e f i n e d methods as "the ways • i n which 

people are o r g a n i z e d i n order to conduct an e d u c a t i o n a l 

a c t i v i t y . . . . A method e s t a b l i s h e s a r e l a t i o n s h i p between the 

l e a r n e r and the , i n s t i t u t i o n or agency through which the 

e d u c a t i o n a l task i s a c c o m p l i s h e d . " 6 1 2 Methods p r a c t i c e d 

f r e q u e n t l y i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n c l u d e d i s t a n c e e d u c a t i o n , 

a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s , d i s c u s s i o n g r o u p s , workshops, i n s t i t u t e s , 

meet ings , forums, a s s e m b l i e s , and community d e v e l o p m e n t . 6 1 3 

Techniques were d e f i n e d by V e r n e r and Booth as "the ways in 

which the i n s t r u c t i o n a l agent e s t a b l i s h e s a r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

the l e a r n e r and the l e a r n i n g t a s k . " 6 1 4 Techniques named by these 

a u t h o r s which are f r e q u e n t l y used i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n c l u d e 

p r o j e c t s , buzz g r o u p s , group d i s c u s s i o n s , p a n e l s , , symposiums, 

d e b a t e s , p r o c e s s d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , and s e m i n a r s . 

Verner and Booth noted tha t the "term d e v i c e s i s a 

6 1 1 V e r n e r and Booth , " D e f i n i t i o n s of Terms ," p . 68. 

6 1 2 I b i d . 

6 1 3 I b i d . 

6 1 " l b i d . , p . 75. 



297 

c o n v e n i e n t way of i d e n t i f y i n g the many i n s t r u c t i o n a l a i d s that 

extend or i n c r e a s e the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of methods and t e c h n i q u e s 

but which cannot themselves i n s t r u c t . " 6 1 5 D e v i c e s used 

f r e q u e n t l y in a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i n c l u d e computer hardware, 

i l l u s t r a t i v e d e v i c e s , f i l m s and r e s u l t d e m o n s t r a t i o n s . 

A l l three e lements of p r o c e s s d e s c r i b e d by Verner and 

Booth—methods, t e c h n i q u e s , and d e v i c e s - - m a y c o n s t i t u t e a b a s i s 

for d i f f e r e n t i a t e d s t a t u s between an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element and 

comparat ive e l ements . 

Some may view p r a c t i c e m a r g i n a l i t y as a cause , s o u r c e , 

e v i d e n c e , symptom, or index of o ther concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C e r t a i n l y a d u l t e d u c a t i o n p r a c t i c e s a f f e c t the s t a t u s of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n elements denoted by o ther concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

B u t , when p r a c t i c e s are the f o c u s , then the concept of p r a c t i c e 

m a r g i n a l i t y s tands as a d i s t i n c t c o n c e p t . 

Autonomous E x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l M a r g i n a l i t y 

Autonomous e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i s a c a t e g o r y 

of m a r g i n a l i t y which denotes the s o c i e t a l s t a t u s of a d u l t 

l e a r n i n g . s i t u a t i o n s , s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , found o u t s i d e of an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g where l e a r n i n g may be e i t h e r f o r t u i t o u s 

or i n t e n t i o n a l , and where l e a r n i n g occurs wi thout s y s t e m a t i c 

programing of i n s t r u c t i o n by the l e a r n e r , an i n s t r u c t o r , 

programer , or a d m i n i s t r a t o r . 

By p r e v i o u s d e f i n i t i o n , the word autonomous i n t h i s 

c a t e g o r i c a l term suggests one of two s i t u a t i o n s . In the f i r s t 

6 1 5 I b i d . , p . 84. 
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i n s t a n c e i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h i n a n a t u r a l environment—one that does 

not f a l l w i t h i n the boundar i e s denoted by o r g a n i z a t i o n or 

i n s t i t u t i o n — l e a r n f o r t u i t o u s l y through o b s e r v a t i o n o f , or 

i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h , t h e i r env ironment . T h i s i n t e r a c t i o n may be 

n e c e s s i t a t e d by t h e i r env ironment , such as l e a r n i n g the f i r s t 

s k i l l s of swimming out of n e c e s s i t y in o r d e r to escape a r i v e r 

i n t o which one has f a l l e n , or i t may be i n t e n t i o n a l such as 

p r a c t i c i n g s h o r t swims in sha l low water i n an e f f o r t to become a 

b e t t e r swimmer. These a c t i o n s and f u n c t i o n o u t s i d e of an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g , are engaged in and c o n t r o l l e d by 

i n d i v i d u a l s h a v i n g freedom to engage in or withdraw from a 

l e a r n i n g s i t u a t i o n w i t h no a c c o u n t a b i l i t y to an i n s t i t u t i o n . 

I n d i v i d u a l s may at t imes ac t as t h e i r own e d u c a t i o n a l agents 

when s u f f i c i e n t i n s t r u c t i o n a l s k i l l s have been ga ined to arrange 

t h e i r environments and the events w i t h i n them so as to 

f a c i l i t a t e e f f e c t i v e l e a r n i n g to a c h i e v e s p e c i f i c o b j e c t i v e s . 

To t h i s p o i n t i n d i v i d u a l l e a r n i n g e f f o r t s have been d e s c r i b e d 

and i t i s the s t a t u s , of these l e a r n i n g e f f o r t s , a c t i v i t i e s , 

programs, or e x p e r i e n c e s which i s - c h a r a c t e r i z e d as low when 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y are a p p l i e d . 

In the second i n s t a n c e , an i n d i v i d u a l may choose to l e a r n 

a lone or i n c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h one or more f r i e n d s who may e i t h e r 

per form as c o - l e a r n e r s or who may p l a y the r o l e of 

" i n s t r u c t i o n a l a g e n t . " 6 1 6 The i n s t r u c t i o n a l agent may be chosen 

6 1 6 C o o l i e Verner and A l a n B o o t h , A d u l t E d u c a t i o n (New 
Y o r k : The Center f o r A p p l i e d Research in E d u c a t i o n , I n c . , 1964), 
p . 88. 
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by the group because of the i n d i v i d u a l ' s knowledge of the 

s u b j e c t n a t t e r or because of s p e c i a l l y a c q u i r e d s k i l l s which a i d 

i n f a c i l i t a t i n g l e a r n i n g . An i n d i v i d u a l who has such s k i l l s i s 

o f t e n r e c o g n i z e d as a l e a d e r , f a c i l i t a t o r , t e a c h e r , i n s t r u c t o r , 

programmer, or a d m i n i s t r a t o r r e g a r d l e s s of the l a c k of any 

formal i n s t i t u t i o n a l p o s i t i o n or endorsement. Here a g a i n , the 

l e a r n i n g a c t i v i t i e s , e x p e r i e n c e s , or programs they p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n are g r a n t e d l e s s than f u l l s t a t u s w i t h i n s o c i e t y . 

The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , autonomous e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y , i s a l s o a p p r o p r i a t e l y a p p l i e d to a c t i v i t i e s , 

e x p e r i e n c e s , programs, and e x p e r i e n c e s wherein s t u d e n t - t u t o r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s e x i s t . Most o f t e n the t u t o r i s a f r i e n d or f a m i l y 

member, but even when the t u t o r has been h i r e d for p r o f e s s i o n a l 

i n s t r u c t i o n , so long as the e d u c a t i o n a l agent has been engaged 

on a p e r s o n a l b a s i s r a t h e r than through an o r g a n i z a t i o n or 

i n s t i t u t i o n , the use of the term, autonomous e x t r a -

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y w i l l be used to d e s c r i b e the s t a t u s 

of the a d u l t l e a r n i n g a c t i v i t y , e x p e r i e n c e , or program. These 

a d u l t l e a r n i n g o c c u r r e n c e s o u t s i d e formal o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

s e t t i n g s have been l a b e l e d by some a u t h o r s as m a r g i n a l , 

assumedly to d e s c r i b e t h e i r s t a t u s a f f o r d e d by s o c i e t y . These 

"adul t l e a r n i n g p r o j e c t s " 6 1 7 may be f o c u s e d , d e l i b e r a t e e f f o r t s 

by an i n d i v i d u a l to l e a r n and may i n c l u d e the use of a t e a c h e r . 

These l e a r n i n g p r o j e c t s are not l i m i t e d to v e r b a l i n f o r m a t i o n , 

6 1 7 A l l e n Tough, The A d u l t ' s L e a r n i n g P r o j e c t s : A F r e s h  
Approach to Theory and P r a c t i c e i n A d u l t L e a r n i n g , 2nd " e d . , 
Research in E d u c a t i o n S e r i e s , no . 1 ( T o r o n t o : The O n t a r i o 
I n s t i t u t e for S t u d i e s i n E d u c a t i o n , 1979). 
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i n t e l l e c t u a l s k i l l , or c o g n i t i v e s t r a t e g y l e a r n i n g outcomes, but 

may i n c l u d e l e a r n i n g outcomes in the realm of a t t i t u d i n a l change 

and motor s k i l l d e v e l o p m e n t . 6 1 8 Most types of l e a r n i n g outcomes 

may be a c h i e v e d in t h i s i n f o r m a l l e a r n i n g env ironment . 

Most l e a r n i n g i s p e r c e i v e d by some a d u l t e d u c a t i o n i s t s as 

o c c u r r i n g w i t h i n the realms of " s e l f - p l a n n e d l e a r n i n g 

p r o j e c t s ; " 6 1 9 however, many i n d i v i d u a l s seek the h e l p of one or 

more t e a c h e r s in t h e i r l e a r n i n g e p i s o d e s . Most o f t e n t e a c h e r s 

who are f a m i l y or f r i e n d s are r e c r u i t e d on a v o l u n t a r y b a s i s . 

At t i m e s , monetary compensat ion i s i n v o l v e d . The t e a c h e r s may 

a l s o be c a l l e d e d u c a t i o n a l a g e n t s , 6 2 0 t u t o r s , l e a d e r s , 

m e n t o r s , 6 2 1 d i r e c t o r s , or i n s t r u c t o r s . 

H o u l e 6 2 2 l i s t e d Major C a t e g o r i e s of E d u c a t i o n a l Des ign 

S i t u a t i o n s (see T a b l e 6) in which he i d e n t i f i e d four major 

s i t u a t i o n a l c a t e g o r i e s : i n d i v i d u a l , group , i n s t i t u t i o n , and 

mass. S i n c e the autonomous e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y 

6 1 8 R o b e r t M. Gagne, The C o n d i t i o n s of L e a r n i n g , 2nd ed . 
(New Y o r k : H o l t , R i n e h a r t and W i n s t o n , 1970); Idem, E s s e n t i a l s  
of L e a r n i n g for I n s t r u c t i o n , expanded e d . (New Y o r k : H o l t , 
R i n e h a r t and W i n s t o n ) ; Robert M. Gagne and L . J . B r i g g s , 
P r i n c i p l e s of I n s t r u c t i o n a l Des ign (New Y o r k : H o l t , R i n e h a r t and 
W i n s t o n , 1974). 

6 1 9 T o u g h , The A d u l t ' s L e a r n i n g P r o j e c t s , p . 92. 

6 2 0 V e r n e r , " D e f i n i t i o n s of Terms ." 

6 2 1 John M. P e t e r s and C h a r l e s P . K o z o l l , 
" O r g a n i z a t i o n s of the F i e l d , " i n B u i l d i n g An Ef feet i ve A d u l t  
Educat ion E n t e r p r i s e , The A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n Handbook 
S e r i e s i n A d u l t E d u c a t i o n (San F r a n c i s c o : J o s s e y - B a s s P u b . , 
1980). 

6 2 2 C y r i l 0 . H o u l e , The Des ign of E d u c a t i o n (San 
F r a n c i s c o : J o s s e y - B a s s P u b . , 1978), p p . 40-46. 
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concept denotes the s t a t e of a d u l t l e a r n i n g s i t u a t i o n s , s i n g l y 

or c o l l e c t i v e l y , found o u t s i d e of an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g , the 

concept of e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y may a p p r o p r i a t e l y be 

used to note v a r i o u s s t a t e s of m a r g i n a l i t y which may occur in 

three of H o u l e ' s four major c a t e g o r i e s of e d u c a t i o n a l d e s i g n 

s i t u a t i o n s : i n d i v i d u a l , group , and mass. The autonomous e x t r a -

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y c a t e g o r y exc ludes concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y a p p l i e d i n i n s t i t u t i o n a l s e t t i n g s such as those 

e d u c a t i o n a l d e s i g n s i t u a t i o n s c a t e g o r i z e d by Houle under h i s 

I n s t i t u t i o n h e a d i n g . 

It might be reasoned that engaging a t u t o r , l e a d e r , 

i n s t r u c t o r , t e a c h e r , mentor, or d i r e c t o r for i n s t r u c t i o n a l 

purposes t r a n s f o r m s a l e a r n i n g s i t u a t i o n i n t o an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . One might conc lude tha t the f o r m a t i o n of groups 

for common p u r p o s e s , which common purposes in t h i s case focus on 

e d u c a t i o n a l p u r s u i t s e i t h e r for s p e c i f i c or common o b j e c t i v e s , 

i s in essence the s t a r t of an o r g a n i z a t i o n . However, f o r 

purposes of t h i s t h e s i s , r e l a t i o n s h i p s between i n d i v i d u a l s , and 

group f o r m a t i o n f o r p u r s u i t of e d u c a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e s w i l l not 

be c o n s i d e r e d as an i n s t i t u t i o n a l or o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g 

u n l e s s formal i n c o r p o r a t i o n o c c u r s . Only when a formal 

c o n s t i t u t i o n e x i s t s or when a u n i t i s f o r m a l l y i n c o r p o r a t e d w i l l 

the e x i s t e n c e of an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p be r e c o g n i z e d 

f o r d e f i n i t i o n a l p u r p o s e s . Whi le i t i s p o s s i b l e to employ 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l theory and d e f i n i t i o n s i n a n a l y z i n g s imple 

s t u d e n t - t e a c h e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s and e d u c a t i o n a l group a c t i v i t i e s , 

f or purposes of t h i s t h e s i s , such r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i l l not be 
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"Table 7 

MAJOR CATEGORIES OF EDUCATIONAL DESIGN SITUATIONS 

INDIVIDUAL 

C-1 An i n d i v i d u a l d e s i g n s an a c t i v i t y for h i m s e l f 

C-2 An i n d i v i d u a l or a group d e s i g n s an a c t i v i t y for another 
i n d i v i d u a l 

GROUP 

C-3 A group (with or wi thout a c o n t i n u i n g l e a d e r ) d e s i g n s an 
a c t i v i t y for i t s e l f 

C~4 A teacher or group of t e a c h e r s d e s i g n s an a c t i v i t y f o r , and 
o f t e n w i t h , a group of s tudents 

C-5 A committee d e s i g n s an a c t i v i t y for a l a r g e r group 

C-6 Two or more groups d e s i g n an a c t i v i t y which w i l l enhance 
t h e i r combined programs of s e r v i c e 

INSTITUTION 

C-7 A new i n s t i t u t i o n i s de s igned 

C-8 An i n s t i t u t i o n d e s i g n s an a c t i v i t y i n a new format 

C-9 An i n s t i t u t i o n d e s i g n s a new a c t i v i t y i n an e s t a b l i s h e d 
format 

C-10 Two or more i n s t i t u t i o n s d e s i g n an a c t i v i t y which w i l l 
enhance t h e i r combined programs of s e r v i c e 

MASS 

C-11 An i n d i v i d u a l , group , or i n s t i t u t i o n des igns an a c t i v i t y 
for a mass audience 
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c a t e g o r i z e d as i n s t i t u t i o n a l so long as n e i t h e r of the two 

c r i t e r i a for i n s t i t u t i o n a l c a t e g o r i z a t i o n i s p r e s e n t . 

The s t a t u s of a d u l t l e a r n i n g a c t i v i t i e s , e x p e r i e n c e s , or 

programs, s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , which occur o u t s i d e of formal 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s e t t i n g s may e x i s t i n s t a t e s of autonomous e x t r a -

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . The word autonomous as a d e s c r i p t o r 

of e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y s i g n i f i e s that the 

i n d i v i d u a l s who c o n t r o l the a c t i v i t i e s , e x p e r i e n c e s , or programs 

do so i n d e p e n d e n t l y and have power to c o n t r o l t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p 

to s o c i e t y . The i n d i v i d u a l or group i s s e l f - g o v e r n i n g i n 

s e l e c t i o n and c o n t r o l of l e a r n i n g a c t i v i t i e s , e x p e r i e n c e s , or 

programs, which a c t i v i t i e s , e x p e r i e n c e s , or programs are 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d as low s t a t u s . T h i s independence i n a c t i o n does 

not mean t h a t autonomous e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s are 

not i n f l u e n c e d by i n s t i t u t i o n s , but r a t h e r tha t i n d i v i d u a l s 

c o n t r o l l i n g them are c a p a b l e of independent and autonomous 

a c t i o n s i n c o n t r a s t w i t h n o r m a l i z i n g c o n t r o l e x e r t e d through 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n . E x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l as a d e s c r i p t o r 

denotes the absence of a formal i n s t i t u t i o n . When r e f e r e n c e i s 

made to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a c t i v i t i e s c o l l e c t i v e l y , or to the f i e l d 

or d i s c i p l i n e of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , these r e f e r e n c e s w i l l be 

c a t e g o r i z e d as autonomous e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y 

u n l e s s s p e c i f i c r e f e r e n c e i s made to the e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s 

o c c u r r i n g w i t h i n an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l or i n s t i t u t i o n a l s e t t i n g or 

u n l e s s , because of the c o n t e x t u a l usage of the word, 

m a r g i n a l i t y , an i n s t i t u t i o n a l or o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n t e x t may 

l o g i c a l l y be assumed. 
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Reference to l e a r n i n g s i t u a t i o n s w i t h i n the l a r g e r s o c i e t y 

are only excluded from the autonomous e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y category when an a d u l t education u n i t i s pa r t of a 

formal i n s t i t u t i o n . U n i t s can be i n v o l v e d i n c o o p e r a t i v e 

ventures, so long as they r e t a i n t h e i r autonomy. 

Autonomous O r g a n i z a t i o n a l M a r g i n a l i t y 

Autonomous o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i s a category of 

m a r g i n a l i t y which denotes the s o c i e t a l s t a t u s of a s e l f -

governing and i n c o r p o r a t e d a d u l t education u n i t wherein the 

primary o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n i s the education of a d u l t s . 

Reference to independent a d u l t education u n i t s denotes 

formal s t r u c t u r i n g of i n d i v i d u a l s or groups through 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n , which by d e f i n i t i o n denotes the presence of 

formal o b j e c t i v e s , bylaws, and/or c o n s t i t u t i o n s , or through 

l e g i s l a t i o n . These independent a d u l t education u n i t s have been 

c r e a t e d f o r the express purpose of educating a d u l t s . They may 

sponsor a u x i l i a r y a c t i v i t i e s , but most o f t e n t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n 

a c t i v i t i e s which are not e x p r e s s l y f o r the education of a d u l t s 

i s viewed as a necessary or e n a b l i n g f a c t o r i n f a c i l i t a t i n g the 

p r o v i s i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . Such secondary and t e r t i a r y 

a c t i v i t i e s i n c l u d e fund r a i s i n g , p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s ventures and 

the sponsorship of j o i n t youth-adult e d u c a t i o n a l programs where 

the presence and p a r t i c i p a t i o n of youth f a c i l i t a t e s l e a r n i n g by 

a d u l t s . An. independent a d u l t education u n i t might even sponsor 

youth programs when the sponsorship i s co n s i d e r e d advantageous 

to the u n i t f o r purposes of m a i n t a i n i n g or improving e d u c a t i o n a l 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a d u l t s . As i n a d v e r t i s i n g , where product 
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promoters seek to reach a d u l t buying p o t e n t i a l through appea l s 

to c h i l d r e n through a d v e r t i s i n g t h e i r hamburgers , c e r e a l s or 

o ther p r o d u c t s which are n o r m a l l y used by both a d u l t s and 

c h i l d r e n , one might m a i n t a i n that 4-H programs are sponsored by 

the C o o p e r a t i v e E x t e n s i o n S e r v i c e as a d e v i c e to reach the 

i n t e n d e d a d u l t a u d i e n c e . The p r i m a r y concern of the e x t e n s i o n 

workers in 4-H may not be the e d u c a t i o n of 4-H members, but 

r a t h e r the d i s s e m i n a t i o n of i n n o v a t i o n to an a d u l t audience 

where such i n s t r u c t i o n , d i s s e m i n a t i o n of i n f o r m a t i o n , or 

promot ion of i n n o v a t i v e programs might be r e s i s t e d i f a d i r e c t 

approach were made. G r a n t e d , 4-H members a c q u i r i n g i n n o v a t i v e 

i n f o r m a t i o n today may use the i n f o r m a t i o n themse lves , but w i t h 

the s h r i n k i n g farm p o p u l a t i o n , the p o t e n t i a l f or d i r e c t 

a p p l i c a t i o n as a f u t u r e farmer by l e a r n e r s or 4-H p a r t i c i p a n t s 

has been d e c l i n i n g . With these c o n s i d e r a t i o n s in mind, the 

argument that 4-H i s a d e v i c e by the C o o p e r a t i v e E x t e n s i o n 

S e r v i c e to reach p a r e n t s and community members w i th i n n o v a t i v e 

i n f o r m a t i o n and programs more than i t i s an e f f o r t to educate 

youth p a r t i c i p a n t s becomes v i a b l e . 

The use of the word autonomous as a d e s c r i p t o r of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y s i g n i f i e s tha t the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

u n i t i s r e l a t i v e l y "free from c o n t r o l by i n s t i t u t i o n s 

e s t a b l i s h e d f o r o ther p u r p o s e s . " 6 2 3 The o r g a n i z a t i o n i s 

independent and i s f r e e to engage i n or to withdraw from 

6 2 3 M a l c o l m S. Knowles , The Modern P r a c t i c e of A d u l t  
E d u c a t i o n : Andragogy V e r s u s Pedagogy" TNew Y o r k : A s s o c i a t i o n 
P r e s s , 1970), p . 45. 
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c o o p e r a t i v e e d u c a t i o n a l v e n t u r e s and o ther programs. 

In e s t a b l i s h i n g a t y p o l o g y of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s , 

Knowles e l a b o r a t e d upon a scheme deve loped in 1947 by Houle " in 

c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of the graduate c u r r i c u l u m in 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n at the U n i v e r s i t y of C h i c a g o . " 6 2 " In h i s 

t y p o l o g y , Knowles l a b e l e d a g e n c i e s c r e a t e d p r i m a r i l y to serve 

a d u l t s as "Type II" (p . 44) and i n c l u d e d w i t h i n h i s 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n a g r i c u l t u r a l e x t e n s i o n , independent r e s i d e n t i a l 

c e n t e r s , and p r o p r i e t a r y a d u l t s c h o o l s . Independent r e s i d e n t i a l 

c e n t e r s , and p r o p r i e t a r y a d u l t s c h o o l s w r i t t e n of by Knowles 

r e l a t e d i r e c t l y to the e s t a b l i s h e d autonomous o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

Among a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s c l a s s i f i e d as 

independent r e s i d e n t i a l c e n t e r s the degree of i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d 

by i n s t i t u t i o n s in c o n t r a s t to the degree of i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d 

by s o c i e t y v a r i e s g r e a t l y . Knowles r e p o r t e d t h a t : 

In c o n t r a s t to the development of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n in 
European c o u n t r i e s , where r e s i d e n t i a l c o l l e g e s and 
f o l k s c h o o l s become h i g h l y important i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
forms, t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s in the U n i t e d S t a t e s have 
remained a l a r g e l y p e r i p h e r a l i n s t i t u t i o n a l form. The 
independent c e n t e r , however, i s one of the few forms 
c r e a t e d e x p r e s s l y f o r the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s t h a t i s 
f r e e from c o n t r o l by i n s t i t u t i o n s e s t a b l i s h e d for 
o ther p u r p o s e s . 6 2 5 

Some independent r e s i d e n t i a l c e n t e r s have been c r e a t e d 

e x p r e s s l y for the purpose of e d u c a t i n g a d u l t s and have a v o i d e d 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i n f l u e n c e o u t s i d e the realm of government 

6 2 " K n o w l e s , "The F i e l d of O p e r a t i o n s , " p . 42. 

6 2 5 I b i d . , p . 45. 
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r e g u l a t i o n . Most independent r e s i d e n t i a l c e n t e r s , however, are 

s a i d by S c h r o e d e r 6 2 6 to be on ly semi-autonomous in that they 

l i n k themselves to o ther i n s t i t u t i o n s for mutual b e n e f i t s , such 

as s h a r i n g in the use of p u b l i c s c h o o l f a c i l i t i e s . When such 

s h a r e d - u s e - o f - f a c i l i t i e s arrangements are made, i t i s best 

d e s c r i b e d as a peer r e l a t i o n s h i p because e i t h e r p a r t y i s f ree at 

w i l l to withdraw from the arrangement in favor of o ther 

p r e f e r r e d arrangements . When, however, the p r o v i d e r becomes the 

s o l e p r o v i d e r , s u p p l i e s the f a c i l i t i e s w e l l below the r a t e which 

c o u l d be o b t a i n e d e lsewhere for comparable f a c i l i t i e s , a n d / o r 

has the p o t e n t i a l of g r a n t i n g the f a c i l i t i e s to a second 

p o t e n t i a l user which would p l a c e the present a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

u n i t at a d i s a d v a n t a g e in compet ing w i t h the p o t e n t i a l 

replacement u n i t or p r e s e n t l y o p e r a t i n g c o m p e t i t o r s , then 

acceptance of s a i d c o o p e r a t i v e arrangements p l a c e s the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n u n i t in an o b l i g a t o r y or s u b o r d i n a t e r o l e or p o s i t i o n , 

and in such a s t a t e i t i s s u b j e c t to some i n f l u e n c e e x e r t e d by 

the p r o v i d e r (which might be s c h o o l boards or o ther v o l u n t e e r 

and c i t i z e n b o a r d s ) . 

Where the p r o v i d e r s u p p l i e s f a c i l i t i e s to an independent 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t at r a t e s w e l l below market v a l u e wi thout 

o ther compensat ion to i t s e l f , the p r o v i d e r becomes more of a 

sponsor than a peer of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t . In such 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t g i v e s up some autonomy 

6 2 6 W a y n e L . S c h r o e d e r , "Typology of A d u l t L e a r n i n g 
Systems," in B u i l d i n g An Ef feet i ve A d u l t E d u c a t i o n E n t e r p r i s e , 
The A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n Handbook S e r i e s i n A d u l t 
E d u c a t i o n (San F r a n c i s c o : J o s s e y - B a s s P u b . , 1980). 
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for the b e n e f i t s of s p o n s o r s h i p . More o f t en than not in the 

p u b l i c s c h o o l system, however, f u l l e r use of. p h y s i c a l f a c i l i t i e s 

such as p u b l i c s c h o o l rooms d u r i n g evening hours by a d u l t s i s 

advantageous to the p u b l i c s c h o o l s . I t s t r e n g t h e n s the p u b l i c 

s c h o o l sys tem's case for i n c r e a s e d p u b l i c s u p p o r t , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

i f the independent a d u l t s choo l c a t e r s to the l o c a l t a x p a y e r . 

Boards sometimes serve and i n f l u e n c e both the p r o v i d i n g 

i n s t i t u t i o n and the independent a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t . In such 

i n s t a n c e s , the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t l o s e s some of i t s autonomy 

and becomes semi-autonomous. Such semi-autonomous o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d w i t h i n the autonomous o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y c a t e g o r y so long as they are judged to be 

s u f f i c i e n t l y independent to enable t h e i r wi thdrawal at w i l l from 

these r e l a t i o n s h i p s , wh i l e remain ing as v i a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n s w i th 

t h e i r own o r i g i n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l o b j e c t i v e s . Even i f s u r v i v a l 

i s on ly p o s s i b l e through the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of s i m i l a r or 

a d d i t i o n a l l i n k a g e s to o ther i n s t i t u t i o n s , so l o n g as wi thdrawal 

from c u r r e n t l i n k a g e s i s a v i a b l e a l t e r n a t i v e , then 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of the m a r g i n a l i t y e x p e r i e n c e d by such an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n u n i t i s p r o p e r l y made to the autonomous o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m a r g i n a l i t y c a t e g o r y . 

K n o w l e s 6 2 7 p e r c e i v e d a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s in Europe to be 

more autonomous, on the whole , than t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t s found in 

the U n i t e d S t a t e s . T h i s i s because of the tendency f o r American 

i n s t i t u t i o n s to a l i g n themselves w i t h unequal and dominant 

6 2 7 K n o w l e s , "The F i e l d of O p e r a t i o n s , " p . 45. 
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i n s t i t u t i o n s . Whi le any l i n k a g e s to another i n s t i t u t i o n might 

be grounds for e x c l u s i o n of the m a r g i n a l i t y of an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n u n i t from the autonomous o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y 

c a t e g o r y , f or purposes of t h i s t h e s i s the q u e s t i o n must be 

addres sed as to whether " c o n t r o l " 6 2 8 i s l o s t where such 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s e x i s t . 

When a s s o c i a t i o n s are m u t u a l l y b e n e f i c i a l , are of a peer 

nature and do not take from the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t c o n t r o l of 

i t s own f u n c t i o n s and f u t u r e , c l a s s i f i c a t i o n as autonomous 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y w i l l be the r u l e . 

I n t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l M a r g i n a l i t y 

I n t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i s a c a t e g o r y of 

m a r g i n a l i t y which denotes s t a t u s among o r g a n i z a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n s 

of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t based on a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o n t r o l , 

c o n t e n t , or o ther v a r i a b l e s i n t e r n a l to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t . 

Other concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s 

concern the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s among o ther 

s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l system or the s t a t u s of 

a t t r i b u t e s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t among a t t r i b u t e s of 

o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l system. 

I n t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y concerns s t a t u s of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t . Whereas 

a l l o ther concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y d e f i n e d w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s 

might be used to d e s c r i b e the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , i n 

6 2 8 I b i d . 
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whole or in p a r t , t h i s concept i s best thought of as a concept 

d e n o t i n g m a r g i n a l i t y in a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . A l l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

e lements to which t h i s concept may be p r o p e r l y a p p l i e d are 

segments of what has been d e f i n e d w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s as an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n subun i t or to independent a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s , wherein the pr imary o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n i s the 

e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 

S t a t u s among o r g a n i z a t i o n a l d i v i s i o n s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

u n i t or subun i t i s based on a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o n t r o l , c o n t e x t , or 

o ther v a r i a b l e s i n t e r n a l to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t or s u b u n i t . 

Human System M a r g i n a l i t y 

Human system m a r g i n a l i t y i s a c a t e g o r y of concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y which denotes the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t o r s , 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , program p l a n n e r s , s t u d e n t s , or o ther p e r s o n n e l , 

s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y among o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s p e r f o r m i n g 

s i m i l a r r o l e s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l system or c o n t e x t . 

The term human denotes t h a t p a r t of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

system which i s l i v i n g . Whi le systems may s e l f - p e r p e t u a t e , 

man's r o l e i n the system i s t e n a t i v e . With the e x c e p t i o n of 

h i g h t echno logy e d u c a t i o n a l systems wherein i n t e r a c t i o n between 

the e d u c a t i o n a l a g e n t 6 2 9 and l e a r n e r i s a n t i c i p a t e d and p r e 

programmed to f a c i l i t a t e l i m i t e d c o n t i n u i n g i n t e r a c t i o n s , 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l systems cease w i t h the demise of the human 

e lement . 

The concept of human system m a r g i n a l i t y denotes both the 

6 2 9 V e r n e r , " D e f i n i t i o n of T e r m s , " pp . 27-39. 
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s t a t u s of the i n d i v i d u a l and the r o l e s one f u l f i l l s among 

i n d i v i d u a l s and r o l e s performed by o t h e r s e l sewhere i n the 

system. C l a r k , in h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n , wrote of the m a r g i n a l i t y of 

a d u l t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s . 6 3 0 Roebuck uses the term m a r g i n a l i t y to 

denote the c o n d i t i o n or s t a t u s of an i n d i v i d u a l w i t h i n a 

p e n i t e n t i a r y system. In h i s d e s c r i p t i o n of " p r i s o n s and t h e i r 

impact on i n d i v i d u a l s , " he wrote of : 

d e p r i v a t i o n s and f r u s t r a t i o n s of i n s t i t u t i o n a l l i f e 
which l e a d to the p a r t i a l l o s s of p e r s o n a l autonomy, 
i m p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n , m a r g i n a l i t y , m o r t i f i c a t i o n , s t a t u s 
d e g r a d a t i o n , and l o s s of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n wi th the 
normal a d u l t r o l e . " 6 3 1 

As w i t h v a l u e s m a r g i n a l i t y and p r a c t i c e m a r g i n a l i t y , human 

system m a r g i n a l i t y may b e ' c o n s i d e r e d to be a cause , s o u r c e , 

e v i d e n c e , symptom, or index of o t h e r concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Human system m a r g i n a l i t y a f f e c t s the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

e lements denoted by o ther concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . Human system 

m a r g i n a l i t y i s encompassed by the broader concepts of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y u n l e s s s p e c i f i c a l l y e x c l u d e d . 

The human system, seen from a h o l i s t i c a p p r o a c h , i s a n a t u r a l l y 

o c c u r r i n g p o r t i o n of e d u c a t i o n a l systems and i s o n l y absent when 

f a c i l i t a t e d through h i g h t echno logy responses s i m u l a t i n g 

a n t i c i p a t e d r e s p o n s e s . When a d u l t e d u c a t o r s , a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , 

program p l a n n e r s , s t u d e n t s , or o ther p e r s o n n e l , s i n g l y or 

c o l l e c t i v e l y , are the f o c u s , and c o n s i d e r a t i o n of o ther a s p e c t s 

6 3 0 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 30. 

6 3 1 J . Roebuck, "A C r i t i q u e of T h i e v e s , C o n v i c t s and the 
Inmate C u l t u r e , " S o c i a l C u l t u r e 11 (February 1963): 198. 
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of an e d u c a t i o n a l system i s i g n o r e d , then the concept of human 

system m a r g i n a l i t y s tands as a d i s t i n c t c o n c e p t . 

Use of the term, human system m a r g i n a l i t y , does not 

p r e c l u d e c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the s t a t u s of the human p o r t i o n of an 

e d u c a t i o n a l system as p a r t of the complete system in 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s of s t a t u s for the t o t a l system, or a p o r t i o n 

t h e r e o f . L i k e w i s e , use of the term, human system m a r g i n a l i t y , 

does not p r e c l u d e use of c a t e g o r i e s to enable s t i l l f u r t h e r 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n of s t a t u s based on components of the l a r g e r 

system. Human system m a r g i n a l i t y w i l l ac t as a g e n e r i c 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . A s u b - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of human system 

m a r g i n a l i t y i s proposed in response to an i d e n t i f i e d use of the 

s u b - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n i n C l a r k ' s Di s s e r t a t i o n . 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r system m a r g i n a l i t y . When the s t a t u s of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , t h e i r a t t r i b u t e s , or r o l e s , among 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , t h e i r a t t r i b u t e s , or r o l e s i n comparat ive 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l system i s be ing 

c o n s i d e r e d , e i t h e r s i n g l y or c o l l e c t i v e l y , the term 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r system m a r g i n a l i t y i s a p p l i c a b l e . Such 

assessments of s t a t u s may be based on any number of v a r i a b l e s 

which d i r e c t l y concern the human l e a d e r s h i p element of an 

e d u c a t i o n a l sy s t em- -a peer r a n k i n g or r a t i n g by the 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , a r a t i o or r a n k i n g of key a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

s a l a r i e s , or a community s t a t u s r e p o r t for a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s among a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of comparat ive 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s . A d m i n i s t r a t o r system m a r g i n a l i t y i s a 

s u b - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of human system m a r g i n a l i t y i n tha t i t i s 
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used to address o n l y the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , t h e i r a t t r i b u t e s , and r o l e s , c o n s i d e r e d to be 

o n l y p a r t of the human systems encompassed by an e d u c a t i o n a l 

system. 

C l a r k may have used the concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n which i s d e f i n e d by t h i s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . He may 

have f e l t that "the p o s i t i o n and power of the a d u l t 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , " 6 3 2 were s o u r c e s , 6 3 3 i n d i c e s , 6 3 " bases and 

s y m p t o m s , 6 3 5 or a s y m p t o m 6 3 6 of m a r g i n a l i t y . I f such 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p o s i t i o n and power were the v a r i a b l e s under 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of s t a t u s , such as in an 

e x e r c i s e to determine the e f f e c t s of e x c l u d i n g an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t a d m i n i s t r a t o r from the g o v e r n i n g board of the 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , then i t would be an a p p l i c a t i o n of 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r system m a r g i n a l i t y . 

C l i e n t system m a r g i n a l i t y . When the s t a t u s of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n c l i e n t s , t h e i r a t t r i b u t e s , or r o l e s , among c l i e n t s , 

t h e i r a t t r i b u t e s , or r o l e s i n comparat ive o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s 

w i t h i n a common system i s be ing c o n s i d e r e d , e i t h e r s i n g l y ' or 

c o l l e c t i v e l y , the term c l i e n t system m a r g i n a l i t y i s a p p l i c a b l e . 

Such assessments of s t a t u s may be based on any number of 

6 3 2 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 30. 

6 3 3 I b i d . , p . 25. 

6 3 " I b i d . 

6 3 5 I b i d . , p . 26. 

6 3 6 I b i d . , p . 29. 
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v a r i a b l e s which d i r e c t l y c o n c e r n the human c l i e n t element of an 

e d u c a t i o n a l sy s t em- -a r a n k i n g or r a t i n g of a d u l t s tudents among 

o ther c a t e g o r i e s of s t u d e n t s based on t e s t i n g of content 

knowledge from a common c o u r s e , or s o c i e t a l r a n k i n g or r a t i n g of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n c l i e n t s among c l i e n t s of o ther e d u c a t i o n a l 

systems for purposes of d i s t r i b u t i n g p u b l i c funds . 

C l i e n t system m a r g i n a l i t y i s a s u b - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of human 

system m a r g i n a l i t y in t h a t i t p e r t a i n s on ly to the s t a t u s of 

a d u l t c l i e n t s , t h e i r a t t r i b u t e s , and r o l e s , c o n s i d e r e d to be 

o n l y p a r t of the human systems encompassed by an e d u c a t i o n a l 

system. C l i e n t s w i t h i n an e d u c a t i o n a l system might i n c l u d e 

s t u d e n t s , i n t e r n s , or a p p r e n t i c e s . When t h e i r s t a t u s i s 

c o n s i d e r e d c o l l e c t i v e l y they may be r e f e r r e d to as c l a s s e s , 

g r o u p s , forums, a s s e m b l i e s , or communi t i e s . 

Agenc i e s and o r g a n i z a t i o n s e x t e r n a l to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

subun i t or o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t may sponsor s t u d e n t s , i n t e r n s , 

and a p p r e n t i c e s through s c h o l a r s h i p s or c o n t r a c t e d seat 

purchases i n g i v e n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs. In such r o l e s some 

may be i n c l i n e d to c o n s i d e r such a g e n c i e s as c l i e n t s i n tha t 

t u i t i o n and fees are p a i d to the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n by 

the agency f o r the l e a r n e r . In t h i s t h e s i s , such a g e n c i e s w i l l 

be c o n s i d e r e d as c o - s p o n s o r i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s and c o o p e r a t i v e 

a g e n c i e s , not as c l i e n t s . 

Roebuck's use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y to denote the 

6 3 7 R o e b u c k , "A C r i t i q u e of T h i e v e s , C o n v i c t s and the 
Inmate C u l t u r e , " p . 198. 
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c o n d i t i o n and s t a t u s of inmates w i t h i n a p e n i t e n t i a r y s y s t e m 6 3 7 

i s an a p p l i c a t i o n of the c l i e n t system m a r g i n a l i t y c o n c e p t . 

Inmate s t a t u s among i n d i v i d u a l s in o ther systems in s o c i e t y 

might be based on autonomy, income, s o c i a l a c c e p t i b i l i t y , or any 

number of a d u l t r o l e s , i n c l u d i n g that of s tudent w i t h i n 

e d u c a t i o n a l systems. A r a t i o , r a n k i n g , or r a t i n g of s t a t u s of 

an inmate e n r o l l e d in an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n course among s tudent s 

in p o p u l a t i o n s e n r o l l e d i n s i m i l a r c o u r s e s o u t i d e the 

p e n i t e n t i a r y system would be an e x p r e s s i o n of the proposed 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l System M a r g i n a l i t y 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y i s a c a t e g o r y of 

m a r g i n a l i t y which denotes the s t a t u s of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

subun i t in r e l a t i o n to a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n and i t s o ther 

s u b u n i t s , wherein the pr imary o b j e c t i v e of the o r g a n i z a t i o n i s 

o ther than the e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 

C o i n c i d i n g w i t h the d e f i n i t i o n of systems proposed in t h i s 

c h a p t e r , the use of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y l a b e l 

suggests that the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n and a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t are so a r r a n g e d tha t they form an element bound by 

common o b j e c t i v e s , r e s t r i c t i o n s , a n d / o r i n f l u e n c e s in c o n t r a s t 

to the i n s t a n c e where an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t may e x i s t w i t h 

l e s s d e f i n e d l i n k s to s o c i e t y at l a r g e or a p o r t i o n t h e r e o f . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l System m a r g i n a l i t y i s l i k e w i s e an i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

or o r g a n i z a t i o n a l concept which n e c e s s i t a t e s the e x i s t e n c e of 

formal c o n s t i t u t i o n s , by laws , and o b j e c t i v e s which o u t l i n e 

purposes and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . The a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t i s 
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r e f e r r e d to as such because of i t s s u b j u g a t i v e r e l a t i o n s h i p wi th 

the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . Most o f t en the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

subuni t i s the c r e a t i o n of the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , a l t h o u g h 

i t i s p o s s i b l e for i n d i v i d u a l s and groups to o r g a n i z e and then 

a t t a c h themselves to a s p o n s o r i n g p a r e n t a l or s u p e r v i s o r y 

o r g a n i z a t i o n or to go through the matur ing phase to g a i n s t a t u s 

as an autonomous a d u l t e d u c a t i o n agency b e f o r e a t t a c h i n g 

themselves to a p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . The c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y , does not d i c t a t e nor r e s t r i c t 

the type of r e l a t i o n s h i p between the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n and 

the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t , but merely denotes the e x i s t e n c e of 

a r e l a t i o n s h i p between them wherein the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t 

i s under the " c o n t r o l " 6 3 8 of the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n wi thout 

the power to withdraw as a v i a b l e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l element to a c t 

as an independent a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t , or to e s t a b l i s h i t s e l f 

i n c o o p e r a t i v e arrangements or as a s u b o r d i n a t e subun i t w i t h i n a 

d i f f e r e n t sys tem. 

D e t e r m i n i n g the e x i s t e n c e of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t can 

at t imes be d i f f i c u l t . Reference i s o f t e n made to a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n f u n c t i o n s , a c t i v i t i e s , r o l e s and programs. A u t h o r s 

a l s o r e f e r to s p o n s o r i n g or u n d e r t a k i n g a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 6 3 9 I t 

i s d i f f i c u l t at t imes to determine whether these f u n c t i o n s , 

a c t i v i t i e s , r o l e s and programs are o c c u r r i n g w i t h i n an a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t . T h i s d e t e r m i n a t i o n i s important because 

6 3 8 I b i d . 

6 3 9 B r u n n e r et a l . , An Overview of A d u l t Educat ion  
R e s e a r c h , p . 123. 
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without the e x i s t e n c e of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t the concept 

of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y has no a p p l i c a b i l i t y . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y i s i n e s c a p a b l y an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n c e p t . In the absence of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

subun i t the s t a t u s of these f u n c t i o n s , a c t i v i t i e s , and programs 

must be c o n s i d e r e d as o c c u r r i n g w i t h i n an independent a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n u n i t , as be ing an a u x i l i a r y f u n c t i o n of an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n whose p r i m a r y purpose i s not a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , or as 

o c c u r r i n g w i t h i n s o c i e t y where the a p p l i c a b l e concept would be 

autonomous e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . T h u s , when a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n f u n c t i o n s , a c t i v i t i e s , r o l e s and programs are 

d e s c r i b e d as m a r g i n a l , the a p p l i c a t i o n of any of the three named 

major concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y c o u l d be proper d e s i g n a t i o n s of 

the s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e . Which concept i s a p p l i c a b l e depends on 

the e x i s t e n c e of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t and p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n for a p p l i c a t i o n of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system 

m a r g i n a l i t y c o n c e p t . 

An a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t s h a l l be c o n s i d e r e d to e x i s t 

when a d u l t e d u c a t i o n r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s are f o r m a l l y a s s i g n e d to 

an i n d i v i d u a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r , e d u c a t o r , or group w i t h i n an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , r e g a r d l e s s of whether a s e p a r a t e element i s 

f o r m a l l y o r g a n i z e d for a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . I n d i c a t i o n s of t h i s 

formal ass ignment by an o r g a n i z a t i o n i n c l u d e e x i s t e n c e of a 

formal mandate, s t a t e d a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o b j e c t i v e s , f u l l or p a r t -

time a d u l t e d u c a t i o n appointments and remunerat ion for a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n f u n c t i o n s , and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y sponsored a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n program p l a n n i n g and i n s t r u c t i o n . Thus , in a p p l y i n g 



318 

t h i s d e f i n i t i o n i t i s p o s s i b l e to have more than one a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n subun i t a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a s i n g l e p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . A more t y p i c a l p a t t e r n , however, might be one 

where some degree of o r g a n i z a t i o n occurs to c o o r d i n a t e a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n , r e g a r d l e s s of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n ' s c o n t e x t u a l s e t t i n g s . C a t e g o r i e s of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

system m a r g i n a l i t y w i l l be proposed which d i s t i n g u i s h the 

e x i s t e n c e of i n d i v i d u a l or m u l t i p l e a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s . 

A u n i v e r s i t y p r o f e s s o r c o u l d perform a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

f u n c t i o n s and sponsor a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs and a c t i v i t i e s 

wi thout o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s p o n s o r s h i p . Examples of such 

involvement in a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o u t s i d e of formal u n i v e r s i t y 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y might i n c l u d e t e a c h i n g an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n Sunday 

s c h o o l c l a s s , v o l u n t e e r i n g i n s t r u c t i o n a l time for a one- t ime 

community p a r e n t i n g c o u r s e , i n i t i a t i n g a community f i e l d day for 

purposes of d i s s e m i n a t i n g a g r i c u l t u r a l methods r e s u l t a n t from 

the p r o f e s s o r ' s u n i v e r s i t y r e s e a r c h , or s e r v i n g as a v o l u n t a r y 

program p l a n n e r for the community. A l t h o u g h phone c a l l s may be 

p l a c e d from u n i v e r s i t y phones, programs p lanned d u r i n g normal 

u n i v e r s i t y h o u r s , and i n s t r u c t i o n p r e p a r e d between u n i v e r s i t y 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , i t i s p o s s i b l e tha t none of these i n s t a n c e s of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n may be r e c o g n i z e d or s a n c t i o n e d by the 

u n i v e r s i t y . T h u s , none d e f i n e s nor c o n t r i b u t e s to the e x i s t e n c e 

of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subuni t w i t h i n the u n i v e r s i t y or p a r e n t a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . The a s s o c i a t i o n of an i n d i v i d u a l w i t h an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n does not n e c e s s a r i l y imply tha t a l l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

f u n c t i o n s , a c t i v i t i e s , r o l e s , and programs performed by tha t 
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i n d i v i d u a l are f u n c t i o n s of the o r g a n i z a t i o n . Some of the 

invo lvements of the p r o f e s s o r d e s c r i b e d in t h i s example may be 

i n d i c a t o r s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s i n o ther o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 

dependent upon t h e i r formal r e c o g n i t i o n by the a p p r o p r i a t e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The s t a t u s of o ther invo lvements of t h i s 

p r o f e s s o r in a d u l t e d u c a t i o n would be c l a s s i f i e d as autonomous 

e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c a t e g o r y . 

P e t e r s and K o z o l l d e s c r i b e d the d i v e r s e c o n t e x t s w i t h i n 

which a d u l t e d u c a t i o n o c c u r s : 

A d u l t e d u c a t i o n p r a c t i t i o n e r s opera te not o n l y w i t h i n 
e s t a b l i s h e d o r g a n i z a t i o n s but a l s o work o u t s i d e them 
as c a t a l y s t s between o r g a n i z a t i o n s , w i t h i n i n f o r m a l 
groups and as i n d i v i d u a l s . 6 " 0 

When one or more a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s e x i s t and f u n c t i o n 

under the c o n t r o l of a p a r e n t a l or s u p r a - p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

the term o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y s h a l l be used to 

d e s c r i b e the e x i s t e n t s t a t u s of the subun i t or s u b u n i t s . Use of 

the t erm, o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y , does not p r e c l u d e 

use of c a t e g o r i e s to enable s t i l l f u r t h e r d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n of 

s t a t u s w i t h i n o r g a n i z a t i o n s , but w i l l a c t as a g e n e r i c 

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n . Four s u b - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

system m a r g i n a l i t y w i l l be p r o p o s e d . 

In summary, a d u l t e d u c a t i o n f u n c t i o n s , a c t i v i t i e s , and 

programs occur throughout s o c i e t y . T h e i r m a r g i n a l i t y , a c c o r d i n g 

to C l a r k , i s de termined by the degree of acceptance a f f o r d e d 

them by s o c i e t y , by independent a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s and by 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The o r g a n i z a t i o n a l or e x t r a -

6 " ° P e t e r and K o z o l l , " O r g a n i z a t i o n s of the F i e l d , " p . 4. 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n a l concept in which these f u n c t i o n s , a c t i v i t i e s , and 

programs occur i s i n d i c a t i v e of the r e l a t i o n s h i p to a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n which determines t h e i r s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e or 

m a r g i n a l i t y . Mere involvement of an employee, o f f i c e r or 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e in a d u l t e d u c a t i o n f u n c t i o n s , a c t i v i t i e s , and 

programs wi thout o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s a n c t i o n or s p o n s o r s h i p does not 

e s t a b l i s h them as s u b u n i t s of tha t o r g a n i z a t i o n . A p p l i c a t i o n of 

the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y concept i s a p p r o p r i a t e 

on ly when one or more a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s e x i s t . The 

e x i s t e n c e of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s i m p l i e s the e x i s t e n c e of a 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Had C l a r k announced a s i n g l e case study and c o n f i n e d h i s 

a p p l i c a t i o n s of m a r g i n a l i t y to one c o n t e x t , t h e r e might be good 

reason to f e e l an a b s t r a c t i o n v i e w 6 " 1 of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y 

i s most a p p r o p r i a t e . C l a r k , however, was i n c o n s i s t e n t in h i s 

a p p l i c a t i o n of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . The homonymic v i e w 6 * 2 

used by l i n g u i s t s and l o g i c i a n s make the d i s t i n c t i o n s between 

l e v e l s of c o n c e p t u a l a p p l i c a t i o n and d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s among the 

l i m i t s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element which i n t u r n a f f e c t s the 

d e s c r i b e d r e l a t i o n s h i p among the s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n — i m p o r t a n t d i s t i n c t i o n s when s t u d y i n g 

C l a r k ' s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y . The homonymic s t r a t e g y 

6 * 1 L a k o f f and J o h n s o n , Metaphors We L i v e By, pp . 106-
14; A b s t r a c t i o n view adherent s would c o n s i d e r m a r g i n a l i t y as one 
very g e n e r a l and a b s t r a c t c o n c e p t . 

6 * 2 I b i d . ; A homonymic view of concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y 
d i f f e r e n t i a t e s among the concept s and t r e a t s them as 
independent . 
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accommodates for C l a r k ' s i n c o n s i s t e n c y in a p p l i c a t i o n and 

enables the d e f i n i t i o n of s u b - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s f e l t to be 

necessary for purposes of d i s t i n g u i s h i n g among o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

system m a r g i n a l i t y c o n c e p t s . Four such s u b - c l a s s i f i c a t i o n have 

been i d e n t i f i e d and w i l l be l a b e l e d , d e f i n e d , and d i s c u s s e d 

under the t h e s i s headings which f o l l o w . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l m i c r o - s y s t e m m a r g i n a l i t y . When the s t a t u s 

of an i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t among o ther s u b u n i t s 

w i t h i n an immediate p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i s be ing d e s c r i b e d , 

the term o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m i c r o - s y s t e m m a r g i n a l i t y i s a p p l i c a b l e . 

By d e f i n i t i o n , the pr imary o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n of the 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n must be o ther than the e d u c a t i o n of 

a d u l t s . An example of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m i c r o - s y s t e m m a r g i n a l i t y 

would be the s t a t u s of the U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h Columbia C e n t r e 

for C o n t i n u i n g E d u c a t i o n , a d i s t i n c t a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t , 

among o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n the U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l macro-system m a r g i n a l i t y . When the s t a t u s 

of i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s among o ther s u b u n i t s 

w i t h i n a s u p r a - p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i s denoted , the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y concept i s be ing a p p l i e d at a 

macro l e v e l . An example would be the a p p l i c a t i o n of the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y concept to the C e n t r e for 

C o n t i n u i n g E d u c a t i o n , which for purposes of d e t e r m i n i n g s t a t u s , 

would r e q u i r e an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of i t s s t a t u s among o ther 

s u b u n i t s of the s u p r a - p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , the U n i v e r s i t y and 

C o l l e g e System of the P r o v i n c e of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . In t h i s 

example the focus would not be on the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system 
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m a r g i n a l i t y of an i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t w i t h i n the 

u n i v e r s i t y , but r a t h e r would address the s t a t u s of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t among o ther s u b u n i t s of the l a r g e r system. 

Hence, o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y i s c o n s i d e r e d at the 

macro l e v e l . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l m u l t i p l e s u b u n i t m i c r o - s y s t e m m a r g i n a l i t y . 

T h i s l a b e l denotes the s t a t u s of two or more a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t s , c o n s i d e r e d c o l l e c t i v e l y , among o ther s u b u n i t s w i t h i n 

an immediate p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , wherein the pr imary 

o b j e c t i v e and f u n c t i o n of the o r g a n i z a t i o n i s o ther than the 

e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t s . 

An example of a p o t e n t i a l a p p l i c a t i o n of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

m u l t i p l e s u b u n i t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m i c r o - s y s t e m m a r g i n a l i t y concept 

would be the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the c o l l e c t i v e s t a t u s of the 

v a r i o u s a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s , among o ther s u b u n i t s of the 

U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . Whi le a formal c o l l e c t i v e a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t encompassing C o n t i n u i n g D e n t a l E d u c a t i o n , 

C o n t i n u i n g M e d i c a l E d u c a t i o n , C o n t i n u i n g N u r s i n g E d u c a t i o n , 

Guided Independent S tudy , and the Centre f o r C o n t i n u i n g 

E d u c a t i o n , does not e x i s t at the U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , 

the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m u l t i p l e s u b u n i t m i c r o - s y s t e m m a r g i n a l i t y 

concept would , n e v e r t h e l e s s , be a p p l i c a b l e i f the c o l l e c t i v e 

s t a t u s of these a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n were c o n s i d e r e d . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l m u l t i p l e s u b u n i t macro-system m a r g i n a l i t y . 

T h i s l a b e l denotes the s t a t u s of two or more a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t s , c o n s i d e r e d c o l l e c t i v e l y , i n r e l a t i o n to a s u p r a -
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p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , where for d e t e r m i n a t i o n of s t a t u s the 

immediate p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i s bypassed i n o r d e r to focus on 

r e l a t i o n s h i p of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t to a l a r g e r system. 

Assesment of the s t a t u s of a d u l t s c h o o l s w i t h i n the 

C a l i f o r n i a S t a t e Schoo l System i s an example of an a p p l i c a t i o n 

of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m u l t i p l e s u b u n i t macro-system m a r g i n a l i t y 

c o n c e p t . The s t a t u s of the a d u l t s c h o o l s i s c o n s i d e r e d 

c o l l e c t i v e l y r a t h e r than i n d i v i d u a l l y . C o n s i d e r a t i o n of s t a t u s 

i s not l i m i t e d to r a n k i n g s w i t h i n the Los Ange les Schoo l System, 

which i s the immediate p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , but r a t h e r s t a t u s 

i s a s se s sed among s u b u n i t s throughout the s t a t e system. The 

C a l i f o r n i a s t a t e s c h o o l system i s c o n s i d e r e d to be a s u p r a -

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n in t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n of the concept of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m u l t i p l e s u b u n i t macro-system m a r g i n a l i t y . 

I n t e r - s y s t e m m a r g i n a l i t y . T h i s g e n e r i c l a b e l i s a p p l i c a b l e 

to both o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y concept s and human 

system m a r g i n a l i t y concepts d e n o t i n g the compos i te s t a t u s of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s or human systems which are c o n s i d e r e d 

to be p a r t of more than one system. 

Some a d u l t e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n the Canadian p e n i t e n t i a r y 

system was l a b e l e d by B o s h i e r as "margina l ( C l a r k , 1958)". 

The f l a g s h i p programmes- are run by the U n i v e r s i t y of 
V i c t o r i a and , a l t h o u g h based on sound t h e o r y , are 
h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n o r i e n t e d and l a r g e l y d i s c o n n e c t e d 
from o ther e lements in the " s y s t e m " . 6 " 3 

The "system" B o s h i e r r e f e r e d to was tha t of the p e n i t e n t i a r y 

system—not t h a t i n s t i t u t i o n a l system of the U n i v e r s i t y of 

6 1 t 3 B o s h i e r , E d u c a t i o n I n s i d e , pp . 169-70. 
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V i c t o r i a . B o s h i e r ' s focus was on the i n c o n g r u i t y of the 

U n i v e r s i t y of V i c t o r i a ' s e d u c a t i o n a l programs to C o r r e c t i o n a l 

S e r v i c e Canada. B o s h i e r c o u l d have i d e n t i f i e d these same a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n program as p a r t of the U n i v e r s i t y of V i c t o r i a . 

C e r t a i n e d u c a t i o n a l programs may e x p e r i e n c e i n t e r - s y s t e m 

m a r g i n a l i t y . T h i s means that they are c o n s i d e r e d to be p a r t of 

more than one system. W i t h i n the C o r r e c t i o n a l S e r v i c e of 

Canada, both a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a l programs taught by inhouse 

i n s t r u c t o r s and c o n t r a c t e d e d u c a t i o n a l programs are c o n s i d e r e d 

to be p a r t of the system's o f f e r i n g . Because e d u c a t i o n of a d u l t 

p r i s o n e r s i s not the pr imary o b j e c t i v e of the C o r r e c t i o n a l 

S e r v i c e of Canada, the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subuni t e x p e r i e n c e s 

system m a r g i n a l i t y from the p e r s p e c t i v e of the p e n i t e n t i a r y 

system. These same a d u l t e d u c a t i o n a l programs, under c o n t r a c t 

from the C o r r e c t i o n a l S e r v i c e of Canada, e x p e r i e n c e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n the p e n i t e n t i a r y 

system. Because these e d u c a t i o n a l programs w i t h i n the 

p e n i t e n t i a r y are c o n s i d e r e d m a r g i n a l w i t h i n two systems, they 

e x p e r i e n c e i n t e r - s y s t e m m a r g i n a l i t y and the e f f e c t s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y may be e i t h e r i n t e n s i f i e d or m i t i g a t e d , dependent 

upon the c o r e l a t i o n of v a r i a b l e s of s t a t u s between the two 

systems. 

Typo logy A d a p t a b l e to G e n e r a l Systems A p p l i c a t i o n s 

The t erm, m a r g i n a l i t y , has been used so i n c o n s i s t e n t l y 

w i t h i n the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e tha t the i n t e n t i o n of 

a u t h o r s as they a p p l y the term and concepts i s l i k e l y to be 

u n c l e a r or a t l e a s t i m p r e c i s e i n most c a s e s . The use of 
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t y p o l o g i e s i s one s t r a t e g y of a n a l y s i s . Such c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

systems based on types f a c i l i t a t e s the drawing of d i s t i n c t i o n s 

among the v a r i o u s shades of meaning. 

The proposed Typology for C l a s s i f i c a t i o n of Concepts of 

M a r g i n a l i t y i s in tended to f a c i l i t a t e the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of a l l 

usages of the term m a r g i n a l i t y which have been i d e n t i f i e d 

through an examinat ion of C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t i o n and Monograph. 

Each of the seven major concept s was d e f i n e d and expanded as 

usages of the concepts w i t h i n the two documents were 

c a t e g o r i z e d . 

The t y p o l o g y i s proposed as a guide f o r the examinat ion of 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y used by other a u t h o r s in the f i e l d and 

as a s t e p p i n g b l o c k to a more complete t y p o l o g y for c a t e g o r i z i n g 

concept s used w i t h i n the l i t e r a t u r e of the f i e l d . The Typology 

for C l a s s i f i c a t i o n and L a b e l i n g of Concepts of M a r g i n a l i t y In 

A d u l t E d u c a t i o n i s p r e s e n t e d now in t a b l e d form to f a c i l i t a t e 

r e f e r e n c i n g . 
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CHAPTER IX: 

SUMMARY STATEMENTS, FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS, AND IMPLICATIONS 

T h i s c o n c l u d i n g c h a p t e r i s more than a summary. Many 

q u e s t i o n s formed the b a s i s of the s t u d y . Most of these have now 

been answered. A l l are r e s t a t e d for summary and review 

p u r p o s e s . The important f a c t of p o p u l a r acceptance of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y amid c o n c e p t u a l chaos i s a l s o a d d r e s s e d . The 

methodology and data a n a l y s i s are reviewed and p r i n c i p a l 

f i n d i n g s from the l i t e r a t u r e review are r e s t a t e d . Because 

proposed d e f i n i t i o n s for each of the seven b a s i c concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y have been p r e s e n t e d i n Chapter V I I I , the p r o c e s s 

w i l l not be repeated in t h i s c h a p t e r . The consequences of 

t e r m i n o l o g i c a l and c o n c e p t u a l i m p r e c i s i o n w i l l be rev i ewed , a 

d i s t i n c t i o n drawn between o p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n and i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n 

of c o n c e p t s , and some d e f i n i t i o n a l c l a r i f i c a t i o n s made. 

L i m i t a t i o n s of the study w i l l be addressed and , i n c o n c l u s i o n , 

i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r f u t u r e r e s e a r c h , development , and r e p o r t i n g 

w i l l be made. 

T h i s t h e s i s i s m u l t i p u r p o s e . F i r s t , i t i s an h i s t o r i c a l 

examinat ion of the c o i n i n g of a term and the t r a c i n g of Burton 

R. C l a r k ' s usages o f . t h e term m a r g i n a l i t y i n h i s D i s s e r t a t i o n 
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and Monograph. Second, the concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y i d e n t i f i e d 

in the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n have been d e v e l o p e d . T h i s 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n has been a c c o m p l i s h e d by d i s t i n g u i s h i n g among the 

c o n c e p t s , d e f i n i n g the c o n c e p t s , l i n k i n g the concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y to s t a n d a r d d i c t i o n a r y d e f i n i t i o n s and through 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t of the proposed Typology for C l a s s i f i c a t i o n of 

Concepts of M a r g i n a l i t y i n A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . 

C l a r k ' s Usages of the Term in A d u l t Educat ion 

C l a r k i s the f i r s t author to have used the term m a r g i n a l i t y 

in d i s c u s s i n g the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and i t s component 

p a r t s . He addres sed the s t a t u s of a d u l t s c h o o l s i n r e l a t i o n to 

the Los Ange les Schoo l System. T h i s p a r t i c u l a r a p p l i c a t i o n has 

been i d e n t i f i e d w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s as o r g a n i z a t i o n a l subun i t 

macro-system m a r g i n a l i t y . Whi le C l a r k ' s focus w i t h i n h i s 

Di s s e r t a t ion was a case study in one c i t y , h i s d i s c u s s i o n of 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n on a s t a t e l e v e l and r e f e r e n c e s to a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n f u n c t i o n s , programs, a c t i v i t i e s , p o s i t i o n s , and s t a t u s 

i s c o n f u s i n g to a d i s c r i m i n a t i n g reader who i s s eek ing to 

unders tand h i s use of terms and t h e i r p o s s i b l e a p p l i c a t i o n to 

and o ther s t u d i e s . 

A l t h o u g h h i s i n i t i a l concept of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y 

was grounded in e x p e r i e n c e d e r i v e d from h i s case s t u d y , the 

mixed use of v a r y i n g d e s c r i p t o r s r e s t r i c t e d the d i s t i n g u i s h i n g 

power of h i s terms and confounded the meaning of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Two major s t r a t e g i e s used by l i n g u i s t s and l o g i c i a n s , 

a b s t r a c t i o n and homonymy, were c o n s i d e r e d i n an e f f o r t to 

determine whether the concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y are b e t t e r 
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unders tood as one concept of m a r g i n a l i t y , be ing very g e n e r a l and 

a b s t r a c t — t h e a b s t r a c t i o n view; or whether d i f f e r e n t and 

independent concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y e x i s t — t h e homonymy v iew. 

Because of the p o s s i b i l i t y of o p e r a t i o n a l i z i n g v a r i o u s concepts 

of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n f i e l d and the 

p e r c e i v e d advantages of d i s t i n c t d e f i n i t i o n s in a p p l i c a t i o n of 

the concepts to the f i e l d , a homonymy view was assumed for t h i s 

s t u d y . 

Each usage of the term m a r g i n a l i t y in C l a r k ' s D i s s e r t a t ion 

and h i s Monograph was examined and d i s c u s s e d . C o n s i s t e n c y of 

usage was found to be h i g h e r w i t h i n the D i s s e r t a t i o n . Of the 16 

usages of the term m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n the D i s s e r t a t i o n , two were 

c o u p l e d wi th the d e s c r i p t o r s " o r g a n i z a t i o n a l " and " r e l a t i v e " . 

The term was used once to denote the " m a r g i n a l i t y of a 

' f u n c t i o n ' " . The term, m a r g i n a l , as a d e s c r i p t o r of a program, 

p o s i t i o n and s t a t u s was used seven t imes to denote C l a r k ' s 

concept of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Whi le the Monograph was 160 pages in l e n g t h and C l a r k ' s 

D i s s e r t a t i o n was 233 pages , the concept of m a r g i n a l i t y was more 

e x t e n s i v e l y d i s c u s s e d i n the former document. The term i t s e l f 

was used twenty -n ine t imes in the Monograph. I t was used wi th 

l e s s c o n s i s t e n c y than i n the D i s s e r t a t i o n and was c o u p l e d wi th 

more d e s c r i p t o r s and m o d i f i e d i n more ways. L i k e w i s e , the term 

m a r g i n a l was used more b r o a d l y to d e s i g n a t e concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y and was used to modify not o n l y "program", 

" p o s i t i o n " and " s t a t u s , " but a l s o " a c t i v i t y " and "ex is tence" i n 

a d d i t i o n to f u r t h e r m o d i f y i n g program when the terms "marginal 
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s c h o o l program" were used to d e s i g n a t e the e x i s t e n c e of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . The term "margin" was used once in 

a g e n e r a l sense , not as a d e s i g n a t i o n of the c o n c e p t . I t was 

used twice to d e s i g n a t e the s t a t e of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y . 

There are numerous examples where C l a r k ' s concept of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y i s d i s c u s s e d or a p p l i e d wi thout use 

of the terms m a r g i n , m a r g i n a l , and m a r g i n a l i t y . With such 

i n c o n s i s t e n c y one can n e i t h e r count on use of a g i v e n term when 

a c o n d i t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y i s d i s c u s s e d , nor can one count on an 

e x p l i c i t c o n t e x t u a l d e s i g n a t i o n . 

P o p u l a r Acceptance and C o n c e p t u a l Chaos 

The p o p u l a r i t y of the concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y i n a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n i s p u z z l i n g . A concept was brought to the f i e l d by a 

s o c i o l o g i s t , Burton R. C l a r k . , E v i d e n c e d by the p r e c e d i n g 

review of. C l a r k ' s use of the term m a r g i n a l i t y , s e v e r a l of h i s 

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s from h i s c a s e - s t u d y - i n - d e p t h to o ther c o n t e x t s 

in the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n appear to have e x c e p t i o n s . T h i s 

may b e . p a r t i a l l y e x p l a i n e d by h i s l i m i t e d exposure to the f i e l d . 

Some c o n t r a d i c t i o n s are e x p l a i n e d by C l a r k ' s use of d i s t i n c t 

c o n c e p t s , a l l l a b e l e d w i t h the common term m a r g i n a l i t y . 

S t i l l C l a r k ' s i n s i g h t s were a t t r a c t i v e to the l e a d e r s of 

the Center f o r the Study of L i b e r a l E d u c a t i o n f o r A d u l t s 

6 a < t A de func t o r g a n i z a t i o n , as of the 1970s which was 
e s t a b l i s h e d by a grant from the Fund for A d u l t E d u c a t i o n and was 
supported by the F o r d Foundat ion to work w i t h the u n i v e r s i t i e s 
p r o v i d i n g l i b e r a l e d u c a t i o n for a d u l t s . The C e n t e r ' s l o c a t i o n 
was 4819 Greenwood Avenue, Ch icago 15, I l l i n o i s . I t was moved 
to Boston U n i v e r s i t y and f i n a l l y to Syracuse U n i v e r s i t y . 
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( C S L E A ) 6 " ' and he was i n v i t e d r e p e a t e d l y to the Center and 

e lsewhere for p r e s e n t a t i o n s to l e a d e r s in the f i e l d of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g n a t i o n a l c o n f e r e n c e p r e s e n t a t i o n s . 6 " 5 H i s 

dynamic p r e s e n t a t i o n s were a p p a r e n t l y w e l l r e c e i v e d and the 

p o p u l a r i t y of the term seems to have been spread by these 

l e a d e r s to t h e i r a s s o c i a t e s and to graduate s c h o o l s where many 

of them serve in academic p o s i t i o n s . C l a r k ' s p u b l i c a t i o n s which 

used the term m a r g i n a l i t y seem to be the source of the term and 

i n s t r u m e n t a l i n p o p u l a r i z i n g the concept i n the f i e l d of a d u l t 

educat i o n . 

I t seems odd tha t such p o p u l a r concept s as those of 

m a r g i n a l i t y have not been r e f i n e d . Whi le C l a r k i d e n t i f i e d 

s e v e r a l sources and i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n h i s 

D i s s e r t a t ion and the p u b l i c a t i o n s which f o l l o w e d , each group 

a f f o r d i n g s t a t u s , both i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l to o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 

tended to s e l e c t d i f f e r e n t i n d i c e s on which to as ses s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y . I t i s assumed tha t most 

i n d i v i d u a l s c o n c e i v e d o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y as 

d i r e c t l y r e f l e c t i n g v a r i a b l e v a l u e s for the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t and i t s p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

No one seems to have deve loped the concept of m a r g i n a l i t y 

to the p o i n t where e m p i r i c a l q u a n t i t a t i v e compar isons c o u l d be 

made between the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t and what would be 

c o n s i d e r e d to be p r i m a r y u n i t s of the o r g a n i z a t i o n . There has 

6 " 5 I n t e r v i e w w i t h W i l l i a m S. G r i f f i t h , P r o f e s s o r of 
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , Vancouver , 
B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , 11 September 1984. 
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been l i t t l e agreement among i n d i v i d u a l s w i t h i n u n i t s , l e t a lone 

a c r o s s i n s t i t u t i o n s as to what c o n s t i t u t e s "sources and i n d i c e s 

of m a r g i n a l i t y , " 6 " 6 as C l a r k has i d e n t i f i e d them. No one seems 

to have taken the s t ep to q u a n t i f y "sources and i n d i c e s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , " 6 " 7 or to m a t h e m a t i c a l l y compare r e l e v a n t v a r i a b l e 

v a l u e s of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t among v a l u e s of o ther 

s u b u n i t s w i t h i n a common p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , or o ther u n i t s 

w i t h i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

I t appears that i n the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n , 

i n d i v i d u a l s have many d i f f e r e n t d e f i n i t i o n s for m a r g i n a l i t y . 

The s u p e r f i c i a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of such a 

p o p u l a r concept may be i n d i c a t i v e of a f i e l d in an e a r l y stage 

of c o n c e p t u a l deve lopment . C o n f u s i o n seems to abound i n that 

i n d i v i d u a l s t h i n k they unders tand C l a r k ' s concept and agree wi th 

h i s a p p l i c a t i o n . F u r t h e r m o r e , i n d i v i d u a l s seem to b e l i e v e t h e i r 

p e r c e p t i o n s are in agreement w i th o t h e r s . Comparisons of 

p e r c e p t i o n s among i n d i v i d u a l s in the f i e l d tend not to be made. 

Hence, a u t h o r s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e c o n t i n u e to d i s c u s s 

and a p p l y t h e i r concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y wi thout r e a l i z i n g the 

c o n c e p t u a l prob lems , a p p r e c i a t i n g t h e i r s u p e r f i c i a l usage, or 

s e n s i n g the degree of m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n among them. 

A p p l i c a t i o n s c o n t i n u e to be made at v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

l e v e l s wi thout p r e c i s e s p e c i f i c a t i o n , and as the term i s a p p l i e d 

s o c i e t a l l y , new and d i s t i n c t concept s are sometimes c r e a t e d , 

6 " 6 C l a r k , D i s s e r t a t i o n , p . 26. 

6 " 7 I b i d . 
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o f t e n unknowingly . Authors c o n t i n u e to a p p l y the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y and are s t i l l under the mis taken i m p r e s s i o n that 

they are a p p l y i n g a common u n d e r s t a n d i n g of a concept of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k ' s warning that "the amount of s t a t e a i d " was 

an "ambiguous index of program m a r g i n a l i t y , " 6 " 8 and h i s 

d i f f i c u l t y in i d e n t i f y i n g i n d i c e s , s o u r c e s , e f f e c t s , symptoms, 

bases , e v i d e n c e s , c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r s , and c o n d i t i o n s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y , and d i s t i n g u i s h i n g among them, sh ou ld have a l e r t e d 

r e s e a r c h e r s to c o n c e p t u a l weaknesses. D e s p i t e C l a r k ' s 

acknowledgment of problems of d e f i n i t i o n for m a r g i n a l i t y , the 

warning does not appear to have r e c e i v e d much a t t e n t i o n from 

a u t h o r s who have used the term. 

How the term m a r g i n a l i t y hav ing never been deve loped or 

c o n s i d e r e d i n any of the mentioned ways c o u l d , n e v e r t h e l e s s , 

have found such wide acceptance i n the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

i s p u z z l i n g . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t i s not too l a t e to c l a r i f y i t s 

pas t uses and i n f l u e n c e i t s f u t u r e a p p l i c a t i o n . A pr imary 

purpose of t h i s t h e s i s i s to f u r n i s h p r e c i s e d e f i n i t i o n s f o r 

concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y to gu ide both the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of 

p r e s e n t uses of the term and i t s f u t u r e a p p l i c a t i o n . Proposed 

d e f i n i t i o n s a r e in tended to guide the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and 

l a b e l i n g of concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y and t h e i r a s s o c i a t e d a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n and comparat ive e l ements , as w e l l as t h e i r p a r e n t a l 

systems or c o n t e x t s . 

Idem, Monograph, page 60. 
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F i n d i n g s from the L i t e r a t u r e Review 

T e r m i n o l o g i c a l and c o n c e p t u a l i m p r e c i s i o n became e v i d e n t 

through the passage by passage a n a l y s i s of term use . The terms 

m a r g i n , m a r g i n a l , and m a r g i n a l i t y were used i n t e r c h a n g a b l y to 

denote s e v e r a l of the concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y d e f i n e d in t h i s 

t h e s i s . C l a r k has been shown to have used s e v e r a l c o n c e p t s , ye t 

l a b e l e d a l l w i t h the same term. He c o u p l e d the words m a r g i n , 

m a r g i n a l , and m a r g i n a l i t y w i th o ther terms to d e s i g n a t e h i s 

c o n c e p t . He a p p l i e d h i s i n i t i a l c o n c e p t , which has been l a b e l e d 

as o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s , to 

v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l e v e l s . These o r g a n i z a t i o n a l l e v e l s were 

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s as micro and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

macro-system m a r g i n a l i t y . C l a r k used the term m a r g i n a l i t y to 

modify program, p o s i t i o n , s t a t u s , a c t i v i t y , and e x i s t e n c e . From 

the l i t e r a t u r e i t was d i f f i c u l t to i d e n t i f y the element s a i d to 

be e x p e r i e n c i n g m a r g i n a l i t y , yet a lone d e s c r i b e i t , i d e n t i f y i t s 

i n d i c e s , and e v a l u a t e i t s s e v e r i t y and u t i l i t y . 

Through review of usages of the t erm, seven d i s t i n c t 

concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y were d e f i n e d . These d e f i n i t i o n s 

p e r m i t t e d the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y found 

w i t h i n s e l e c t e d p u b l i c a t i o n s i n the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e . 

They a l s o l e d to the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of i n t e r - s y s t e m m a r g i n a l i t y 

i n which an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element i s c o n s i d e r e d to be , and 

f u n c t i o n s a s , p a r t of more than one p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n or 

sys tem. 

Perhaps one of the most s i g n i f i c a n t f i n d i n g s of t h i s t h e s i s 

has been the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of the c a s u a l use of t e c h n i c a l terms 
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and c o n c e p t s . An awareness of the c o n f u s i o n i n term and concept 

usage i s a p r e r e q u i s i t e for i n v e s t i n g e f f o r t s i n c l a r i f y i n g 

d e f i n i t i o n s of c o n c e p t s , and u s i n g these d e f i n i t i o n s to both 

c l a s s i f y concept usage from the l i t e r a t u r e and to guide f u t u r e 

a p p l i c a t i o n s . A l t h o u g h C l a r k a p p a r e n t l y used the terms s o u r c e , 

index , base , symptom, e v i d e n c e , and e f f e c t of m a r g i n a l i t y 

synonymously , i t i s now important to d i s t i n g u i s h among them to 

advance the development of the concept s and t h e i r subsequent use 

in r i g o r o u s r e s e a r c h . 

Consequences of T e r m i n o l o g i c a l and C o n c e p t u a l I m p r e c i s i o n 

The proposed d e f i n i t i o n s for v a l u e s m a r g i n a l i t y , p r a c t i c e 

m a r g i n a l i t y , autonomous e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y , 

autonomous o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y appear to r e s o l v e many of 

the problems concerned w i t h inadequate d e f i n i t i o n of the terms 

that had been i d e n t i f i e d i n the examinat ion of the D i s s e r t a t i on 

and the Monograph. The d e f i n i t i o n s a l s o c o n s t i t u t e a f o u n d a t i o n 

for o p e r a t i o n a l i z i n g and c o n s t r u c t i n g ins truments to measure the 

concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

When terms cannot be used to convey p r e c i s e meaning between 

i n d i v i d u a l s , t h e i r s c i e n t i f i c worth i s l i m i t e d . B a s i c terms and 

concept s form the f o u n d a t i o n or framework for a d i s c i p l i n e of 

s t u d y . I f the foundat ion i s weak-~ in t h i s i n s t a n c e , i f the 

terms and concept s are not w e l l d e f i n e d - - i t i s d i f f i c u l t to 

expand the f i e l d of study w h i l e s t i l l m a i n t a i n i n g c l a r i t y . 

C o n c e p t u a l l y i n t e g r a t i n g concept s i s one s t ep i n the growth 

p a t t e r n of f i e l d s of s t u d y , but when the terms are c o n c e p t u a l l y 
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weak the r e s u l t a n t c o n f u s i o n becomes endemic. C o n c e p t u a l 

i n t e g r a t i o n of concepts w i t h i n a f i e l d of s tudy i s one method 

for t e s t i n g c o n c e p t u a l c l a r i t y and u s e f u l n e s s and i t s r e s u l t s 

may c o n s t i t u t e a f o u n d a t i o n for f u r t h e r d e f i n i t i o n and 

a p p l i c a t i o n of c o n c e p t s . Some a u t h o r s have p r o v i d e d an adequate 

d e s c r i p t i o n of t h e i r a p p l i c a t i o n and c o n s i s t e n t l y use o n l y a 

s i n g l e concept of m a r g i n a l i t y . I t i s a c h a l l e n g e to determine 

the c o n s i s t e n c y of i n d i v i d u a l a u t h o r s . In b r i e f , c o n c e p t u a l 

c o n f u s i o n p e r s i s t s for the c a s u a l reader of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

l i t e r a t u r e who wishes to unders tand m a r g i n a l i t y , i t s c o n t e x t s 

and i m p l i c a t i o n s . I f the t e r m i n o l o g i c a l and c o n c e p t u a l 

i m p r e c i s i o n i n usage of the term and concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y i s 

i n d i c a t i v e of o ther term and concept usage in the f i e l d of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n , tha t would c o n s t i t u t e a major o b s t a c l e i n the 

development of a f i e l d of r i g o r o u s s t u d y . 

U n l e s s terms and concept s are more c o n s i s t e n t l y a p p l i e d 

a c r o s s the f i e l d of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n than has been the case wi th 

C l a r k ' s concept of m a r g i n a l i t y , the advancement of the f i e l d 

w i l l be s e r i o u s l y i m p a i r e d . 

D i s t i n c t i o n Drawn Between O p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n and I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n 

The p r o c e s s e s of o p e r a t i o n a l i z i n g and of d e v e l o p i n g 

in s t ruments to measure concept s are d i s t i n c t . Each of the seven 

major concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y r e q u i r e s a s epara te o p e r a t i o n a l 

d e f i n i t i o n . Each concept of m a r g i n a l i t y has i t s own v a r i a b l e s 

and the importance of shared v a r i a b l e s may be d i f f e r e n t f o r each 

c o n c e p t . M a r g i n a l i t y i s l e s s than f u l l s t a t u s , but o n l y w i t h 

r e g a r d to some s p e c i f i c c o n t e x t . The r e l a t i o n s h i p of the a d u l t 
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e d u c a t i o n element to c o m p a r a t i v e e lements i n a g iven contex t i s 

denoted through v a r i o u s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y . With the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y c o n c e p t , s t a t u s i s a f f o r d e d by 

groups i n t e r n a l and e x t e r n a l to the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . The 

r e l a t i o n s h i p of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t to p r i m a r y s u b u n i t s 

w i t h i n the p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a f f e c t s the l e v e l of t h i s 

a f f o r d e d s t a t u s . With the autonomous e x t r a - o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and 

autonomous o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y c o n c e p t s , s t a t u s i s 

a f f o r d e d by s o c i e t a l g r o u p s , and the r e l a t i o n s h i p of the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n element to s o c i e t y a f f e c t s the l e v e l of a f f o r d e d 

s t a t u s . 

O p e r a t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n s must s t a t e the c o n t e x t u a l and 

r e l e v a n t r e l a t i o n s h i p s d e s c r i b e d e a r l i e r i n t h i s t h e s i s for each 

concept of m a r g i n a l i t y , i d e n t i f y the v a r i a b l e s of these 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s which a f f e c t a f f o r d e d s t a t u s , and d e s c r i b e the 

p r o c e s s of i d e n t i f y i n g the v a r i a b l e s . Groups may be weighted to 

r e f l e c t t h e i r importance i n the c a l c u l a t i o n of the t o t a l s t a t u s 

e x p e r i e n c e d by an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n e lement . S p e c i f i c i n d i c e s may 

be neces sary in the o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d d e f i n i t i o n s f o r the concepts 

of m a r g i n a l i t y . Whi le the s e v e r a l concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y may 

have some common i n d i c e s , each w i l l a l s o have some unique 

a s p e c t s . I t i s a n t i c i p a t e d tha t w e i g h t i n g of the common i n d i c e s 

w i l l be d i f f e r e n t for each c o n c e p t . 

Through o p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n , a c o n c e p t u a l t o o l i s c r e a t e d . 

O p e r a t i o n a l i z i n g of a concept goes beyond a r a t i o n a l d e f i n i t i o n . 

O p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of a concept r e q u i r e s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of an 

element tha t can be measured and e v a l u a t e d . The ac t of 
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o p e r a t i o n a l i z i n g a concept l i n k s the concept to r e a l i t y . 

I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n of the concept o c c u r s when the s t a n d a r d of 

measurement i s s e t . V a r i a b l e s of the concept may defy d i r e c t 

measurement. Ins t rument ing the concept s e t s the s t a n d a r d and 

method for measurement of the i n d i c e s of the c o n d i t i o n . With 

each concept of m a r g i n a l i t y , there are numerous sources of 

a f f o r d e d s t a t u s . These sources or groups must be i d e n t i f i e d . 

I m p l i c a t i o n s of the Study 

In a sense , t h i s t h e s i s i s a case study of a c o n c e p t u a l 

development i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . T h e r e f o r e , drawing 

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g c o n c e p t u a l development in the f i e l d 

or e lsewhere i s not s t a t i s t i c a l l y j u s t i f i a b l e . C o n c l u s i o n s 

c o n c e r n i n g the a p p l i c a b i l i t y of the concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y have 

been made c o n c e r n i n g s p e c i f i c r e f e r e n c e s ; however, 

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s to a d u l t e d u c a t i o n as a whole or to d i s c i p l i n e s 

o ther than a d u l t e d u c a t i o n have not been p r o p o s e d . Case s t u d i e s 

such as the examinat ion of C l a r k ' s term and concept development 

have a l i m i t e d p o t e n t i a l f or y i e l d i n g c a t e g o r i e s for c l a s s i f y i n g 

d a t a . 

By a p p r o a c h i n g the a n a l y s i s of C l a r k ' s use of the term 

m a r g i n a l i t y from the homonymy s t r a t e g y where d i f f e r e n t and 

independent concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y were p e r c e i v e d , c o n t e x t u a l 

d i s t i n c t i o n s were d e t e c t e d . These d i s t i n c t i o n s were the 

e n a b l i n g f a c t o r s for development of d e f i n i t i o n s . Had the 

a b s t r a c t i o n view i n s t e a d been a d o p t e d , the approach would have 

been to e s t a b l i s h one d e f i n i t i o n of m a r g i n a l i t y and then to set 

out to i d e n t i f y v a r i a t i o n s i n a p p l i c a t i o n of the c o n c e p t . 
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E n v i r o n m e n t a l and c o n t e x t u a l d i s t i n c t i o n s would have been 

sought . 

Whi le an e f f o r t was made to i d e n t i f y concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y in o ther d i s c i p l i n e s , i t was not a p r i m a r y purpose 

of t h i s s tudy and as a r e s u l t of the unsys temat i c and l i m i t e d 

s e a r c h o u t s i d e the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e , few usages of the 

term were i d e n t i f i e d . 

While the l i t e r a t u r e s earch has been e x t e n s i v e , i t i s not 

a l l - i n c l u s i v e . P e r s o n a l c o n t a c t w i t h C l a r k and o ther a u t h o r s 

who used the term and concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y would have 

c o n t r i b u t e d to i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of passages in which the term or 

concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y were used . 

W i t h i n case study a n a l y s i s , much i s dependent upon the 

o b s e r v a t i o n s of the r e s e a r c h e r . D e f i n i t i o n s were proposed and 

have been used as a n a l y t i c a l t o o l s f o r a n a l y s e s performed w i t h i n 

t h i s t h e s i s . Based upon the d a t a , o b s e r v a t i o n s were, 

n e v e r t h e l e s s , i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c and might have r e s u l t e d in v a r i o u s 

f o r m u l a t i o n s and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . D e s c r i p t i v e content a n a l y s e s 

such as tha t pursued wi th t h i s t h e s i s may be i d i o s y n c r a t i c and 

c o n s e q u e n t l y t e s t i n g f o r r e l i a b i l i t y i s d i f f i c u l t . No 

independent judges or p a n e l s were used to c o n f i r m the a u t h o r ' s 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s of the passages quoted from C l a r k ' s w r i t i n g s . 

Recommendat ions for F u t u r e R e s e a r c h , Development, and Report ing 

Now tha t concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y used w i t h i n the a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n l i t e r a t u r e have been i d e n t i f i e d , d e f i n e d , and l a b e l e d , 

i t seems a p p r o p r i a t e to communicate such a c o n c e p t u a l 

advancement to the f i e l d . T h i s t h e s i s serves as one such 
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communicat ion . More p o p u l a r avenues of i n f o r m a t i o n 

d i s s e m i n a t i o n seem d e s i r a b l e and are expected to f o l l o w . 

C o n c e p t u a l c l a r i t y and development in the f i e l d of a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n may be enhanced as au thors a p p l y the concept s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y proposed w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s and t h e i r a s s i g n e d 

l a b e l s . 

I t i s important to note tha t m a r g i n a l i t y i s not s imply a 

r e l a t i o n s h i p . I t i s not a t r a n s i t i o n of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t , u n i t or the f i e l d i t s e l f . I t i s not n e c e s s a r i l y a 

growth s t a t e , a l t h o u g h some o r g a n i z a t i o n a l growth p a t t e r n s 

d e f i n e s t a t e s which might a l s o be a p p r o p r i a t e l y d e s c r i b e d as 

system m a r g i n a l i t y . M a r g i n a l i t y i s a s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e 

dependent upon the degree of s t a t u s a f f o r d e d the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

s u b u n i t , u n i t , or f i e l d . With o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system 

m a r g i n a l i t y , sources of a f f o r d e d s t a t u s are both i n t e r n a l to the 

o r g a n i z a t i o n and e x t e r n a l to i t . 

The Typo logy for C l a s s i f i c a t i o n of Usages of Concepts of 

M a r g i n a l i t y in A d u l t E d u c a t i o n i s a t o o l f o r a u t h o r s who wish to 

d i s t i n g u i s h among concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y where the term, 

m a r g i n a l i t y , has been u s e d . I t may serve as a r e f e r e n c e for 

f u t u r e r e s e a r c h e r s who have an i n t e r e s t in phenomena a s s o c i a t e d 

wi th m a r g i n a l i t y i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

S e v e r a l s t u d i e s u s i n g the concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y d e f i n e d 

w i t h i n t h i s t h e s i s would c o n t r i b u t e to the development of the 

d i s c i p l i n e of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . O p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n and 

i n s t r u m e n t a t i o n of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y concept 

would c o n s t i t u t e a s tudy in and of i t s e l f . I n s t r u m e n t i n g the 
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concept of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y p e r m i t s the t r a c i n g 

of the development of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t through 

repeated measurements. The t r a n s i t i o n of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

subun i t through v a r i o u s s t a t e s of m a r g i n a l i t y and under v a r i o u s 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n d i t i o n s c o u l d be t r a c e d through measurement of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y over t i m e . Measurement of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y a c r o s s i n s t i t u t i o n a l types may 

r e v e a l i n h e r e n t l e v e l s of m a r g i n a l i t y for c e r t a i n i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

t y p e s . Such s t u d i e s c o u l d c l a r i f y the r e l a t i o n s h i p between ages 

of i n s t i t u t i o n s and t h e i r degrees of m a r g i n a l i t y . 

Once a p a r t i c u l a r concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i s w e l l d e f i n e d , 

i d e n t i f i e d and measured, the causes and e f f e c t s of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l system m a r g i n a l i t y may be s t u d i e d . Causes and 

e f f e c t s of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l m a r g i n a l i t y which were d i s c u s s e d by 

C l a r k can then be t e s t e d . 

A study f o c u s i n g on the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of common i n d i c e s of 

m a r g i n a l i t y for v a r i o u s r e l e v a n t groups i s sugges ted . Re l evant 

groups are those which s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n f l u e n c e the s t a t u s of an 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t , be they i n t e r n a l or e x t e r n a l to the 

p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t has been i l l u s t r a t e d i n t h i s t h e s i s 

how concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y may be n e g a t i v e l y c o r r e l a t e d . C l a r k 

m a i n t a i n e d t h a t the a d u l t s c h o o l s e x p e r i e n c e d m a r g i n a l i t y , 

e v i d e n c e d by the l i m i t e d l o c a l support and fund ing of the 

s u b u n i t s . The a d u l t s c h o o l s , however, r e c e i v e d h i g h e r r a t e s of 

f u n d i n g from the s t a t e than t h a t r e c e i v e d by the secondary 

s c h o o l s . They were a f f o r d e d a p r e f e r r e d s t a t u s as ev idenced by 

a h i g h e r r a t e of f u n d i n g . E v i d e n t l y v a r i o u s groups a f f o r d 
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s t a t u s based on d i f f e r e n t v a r i a b l e s . An u n d e r s t a n d i n g of who 

a f f o r d s s t a t u s and on what b a s i s may enable a d m i n i s t r a t o r s to 

a l t e r v a r i a b l e v a l u e s to more r e g u l a r l y a c h i e v e d e s i r e d outcomes 

w h i l e a v o i d i n g u n d e s i r a b l e outcomes. 

The d e s i g n a t i o n of the l e v e l of i n t e n s i t y of m a r g i n a l i t y i s 

a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of a s t a t e of e x i s t e n c e . The a b i l i t y to 

determine and r e p o r t t h i s s t a t e w i t h v a l i d i t y and r e l i a b i l i t y i s 

p r e r e q u i s i t e to t r a c i n g p a t t e r n s of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l movement. 

Whether the focus i s on movement of i n d i v i d u a l a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

u n i t s or to e s t a b l i s h p a t t e r n s of movement for v a r i o u s 

c a t e g o r i e s of u n i t s , the a b i l i t y to measure the i n i t i a l s t a t e of 

m a r g i n a l i t y may be c o n s i d e r e d to be an e a r l y s t e p . The 

measurement of movement might be c o n s i d e r e d for r a t e , d i r e c t i o n , 

magnitude , and comparat ive p a t t e r n s of movement. Measurement of 

m a r g i n a l i t y may be used as a d m i n i s t r a t i v e t o o l s for p r e d i c t i o n 

of e f f e c t s , thus e n a b l i n g management. The a b i l i t y to c h a r t 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l movement may i n c r e a s e such p r e d i c t i v e power as 

o b s e r v a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g growth c y c l e s and management 

a l t e r n a t i v e s are r e c o r d e d and v a l i d a t e d . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

In c o n c l u s i o n , t h i s t h e s i s has been an e x e r c i s e in concept 

c l a r i f i c a t i o n . Whenever a concept of m a r g i n a l i t y i s a p p l i e d , 

q u e s t i o n s must be a s k e d . What i s the na ture of the m a r g i n a l 

a d u l t e d u c a t i o n element? Is i t an independent a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

u n i t , an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n « s u b u n i t , c o l l e c t i v e s of these 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t s , or a d u l t e d u c a t i o n programs, a c t i v i t i e s , 

or f u n c t i o n s which occur o u t s i d e of formal o r g a n i z a t i o n s ? Once 



342 

the element i s i d e n t i f i e d , the q u e s t i o n must be a s k e d : To what 

i s i t m a r g i n a l ? D e f i n i t i o n s proposed in t h i s t h e s i s are guides 

to q u e s t i o n b u i l d i n g c o n c e r n i n g m a r g i n a l i t y . Whi le the proposed 

d e f i n i t i o n s may be c o n s i d e r e d by some to be h a i r - s p l i t t i n g , they 

are c o n s i d e r e d to be e s s e n t i a l f or i n c r e a s i n g the p r e c i s i o n in 

the use of concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y w i t h i n a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

T h i s t h e s i s has focused on the p r e c i s e d e f i n i n g and 

c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y , as used i n a d u l t 

e d u c a t i o n . I t has been a s e a r c h for p a t t e r n s of usage, the 

b a s i s for e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a t y p o l o g y to guide f u t u r e use of the 

term and for the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of the s e v e r a l concepts of 

m a r g i n a l i t y found in the l i t e r a t u r e of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n . 

The v a r i o u s concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y found w i t h i n the 

l i t e r a t u r e may prove to be u s e f u l c o n c e p t u a l t o o l s for 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g the s t a t u s of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n and for management 

of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s . I t i s p o s s i b l e that through 

m a n i p u l a t i o n of v a r i o u s i n d i c e s of m a r g i n a l i t y tha t the r e l a t i v e 

p o s i t i o n of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n w i t h i n s o c i e t y and a d u l t e d u c a t i o n 

elements w i t h i n p a r e n t a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s may be a l t e r e d . T h i s 

t h e s i s does not c r e a t e an ins trument for measurement of 

m a r g i n a l i t y . I t does , however, set the d e f i n i t i o n a l and 

c o n c e p t u a l frameworks upon which to p r o c e e d . 

Whereas many r e p o r t s and s t u d i e s have equated m a r g i n a l i t y 

w i t h an u n d e s i r a b l e s t a t u s , c e r t a i n b e n e f i t s may be a c c r u e d 

through a n t i c i p a t i o n of change and s o c i e t a l demand, and through 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l e a d e r s h i p f o r purposes of a l t e r i n g the s t a t e of 

m a r g i n a l i t y of an a d u l t e d u c a t i o n subun i t f or maximum b e n e f i t . 
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O p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of the concept s of m a r g i n a l i t y may make 

i t p o s s i b l e to use them as management t o o l s . Once 

o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d d e f i n i t i o n s of m a r g i n a l i t y are a v a i l a b l e , s t a t e s 

of e x i s t e n c e of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n u n i t s and the u n i t s ' 

r e l a t i o n s h i p can be e x p l o r e d to enhance u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l dynamics . U n d e r s t a n d i n g of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a c t i o n 

and movement i m p l i e s an a b i l i t y to a f f e c t i t . The p r o v i s i o n of 

knowledge and i n s i g h t s that i n c r e a s e an a d m i n i s t r a t o r ' s a b i l i t y 

to manage a d u l t e d u c a t i o n s u b u n i t s i s c o n s i d e r e d to be a u s e f u l 

c o n t r i b u t i o n to the development of the a d u l t e d u c a t i o n f i e l d . 

T h i s t h e s i s i s but a s h o r t s tep toward such p r o v i s i o n . 



344 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

B a r n a r d , C h e s t e r I . The Funct ions of the Execut i v e . Cambridge: 
H a r v a r d U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1938. 

B o s h i e r , Roger W. Towards a L e a r n i n g S o c i e t y : New Zea land A d u l t  
Educat ion in T r a n s i t i o n . V a n c o u v e r , B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a : 
L e a r n i n g p r e s s , 1980. 

. Educat ion I n s i d e : Mot i v e s for P a r t i c i p a t ion in P r i s o n 
E d u c a t i o n Programs. Report to the S o l i c i t o r - G e n e r a l of 
Canada. V a n c o u v e r , B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a : U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a , Department of A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , A d u l t and Higher 
E d u c a t i o n , 1983. 

. P r o f e s s o r , Department of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , U n i v e r s i t y 
of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , V a n c o u v e r , B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . 
I n t e r v i e w , 25 September 1983. 

B r u n n e r , Edmund d e S c h w e i n i t z ; W i l d e r , D a v i d S . ; K i r c h n e r , 
C o r i n n e ; and Newberry, John S . , J r . An Overview of A d u l t  
Educat ion R e s e a r c h . C h i c a g o : A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n 
of the U . S . A . , 1959. 

B u r k e , Kenneth . Language As Symbol ic A c t i o n : Essays on L i f e ,  
L i t e r a t u r e , and Method. B e r k e l e y : U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a 
P r e s s , 1966. 

Burnham, Byron R. "The F o r m u l a t i o n and A p p l i c a t i o n of the 
Concept of M a r g i n a l i t y i n A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . " Course 
ass ignment for E d u c a t i o n 514, U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a , Department of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , Winter 1980. 
A v a i l a b l e from a u t h o r , 1525 E l l e n d a l e S t r e e t , Logan , Utah 
84321. ( T y p e w r i t t e n . ) 

C a l i f o r n i a . Amendments to the Schoo l Law. Sacramento, 1921. 

C a l i f o r n i a , Department of E d u c a t i o n . B u l l e t i n , 4 (1932) , P a r t I . 

Chambers, C a r m e l . M a g i s t r a l s t u d e n t , A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , 
Department of A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , A d u l t , and H i g h e r E d u c a t i o n , 
U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , V a n c o u v e r , B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a . I n t e r v i e w , 4 May 1985. 

C a r e y , James T . Form and F o r c e s i n U n i v e r s i t y A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . 
C h i c a g o : Center for the Study of L i b e r a l E d u c a t i o n for 
A d u l t s , 1961. 

C l a r k , Burton R. "Adul t E d u c a t i o n i n T r a n s i t i o n : A Study of 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l S e c u r i t y . " P h . D . d i s s e r t a t i o n , U n i v e r s i t y 
of C a l i f o r n i a - L o s A n g e l e s , 1954. 



345 

. A d u l t Educat ion i n T r a n s i t i o n : A Study of 
I n s t i t u t i o n a l Insecur i t y , U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a 
P u b l i c a t i o n s in S o c i o l o g y and S o c i a l I n s t i t u t i o n s , V o l . 1, 
No. 2 . , e d . P h i l l i p S e l z n i c k . B e r k e l e y and Los A n g e l e s : 
U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , 1956; r e p r i n t e d . w i th 
T a b l e of Content s (3rd P r i n t i n g ) , B e r k e l e y and Los A n g e l e s : 
U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , 1968; London, E n g l a n d : 
Cambridge U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1968; r e p r i n t , New Y o r k : Arno 
P r e s s , 1980. 

. " O r g a n i z a t i o n a l A d a p t a t i o n and P r e c a r i o u s V a l u e s : A 
Case S t u d y , " American Soc i o l o g i c a l Review 21 (June 
1956):327-36. 

. The M a r g i n a l i t y of A d u l t Educat i o n , Notes and Essays 
on E d u c a t i o n for A d u l t s , number 20. C h i c a g o : Center for 
the Study of L i b e r a l E d u c a t i o n for A d u l t s ( C S L E A ) , 1958. 

. The Open Door C o l l e g e : A Case S t u d y . New Y o r k , 
Toronto and London: M c G r a w - H i l l , 1960. 

. " O r g a n i z a t i o n a l A d a p t a t i o n and P r e c a r i o u s V a l u e s . " 
In Complex O r g a n i z a t i o n s : A Soc i o l o g i c a l Reader , pp . 159-
67. E d i t e d by A m i t a i E t z i o n i . New Y o r k , C h i c a g o , San 
F r a n c i s c o , T o r o n t o , London: H o l t , R i n e h a r t & W i n s t o n , 1961. 

. Educat ing the E x p e r t Soc i e t y . San F r a n c i s c o : 
C h a n d l e r , 1962. 

. The D i s t i n c t i v e C o l l e g e : A n t i o c h , Reed and 
Swarthmore. C h i c a g o : A l d i n e , 1970. 

. Academic Power in I t a l y : Bureaucracy and 0 1 i g a r c h y in 
a N a t i o n a l U n i v e r s i t y System. C h i c a g o : U n i v e r s i t y of 
Ch icago P r e s s , 1977. 

. "Academic C o o r d i n a t i o n . " Working paper #24, Y a l e 
Higher E d u c a t i o n Research Group , New Haven, C o n n . , A p r i l 
1978. 

. The Higher E d u c a t i o n System: Academic O r g a n i z a t ion i n 
C r o s s - N a t i o n a l Perspec t i v e . B e r k e l e y , Los A n g e l e s , and 
London: U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , 1983. 

Darkenwald , Gordon G . "Innovat ion in A d u l t E d u c a t i o n : An 
O r g a n i z a t i o n a l A n a l y s i s . " A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 26 (March 
1977):156-172. 

Darkenwald , Gordon G . , and M e r r i a m , Sharan B . A d u l t Educat i o n :  
F o u n d a t i o n s of P r a c t i c e . New Y o r k : Harper & Row, 1982. 

D i v i s i o n of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , Department of A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , A d u l t 
and Higher E d u c a t i o n , F a c u l t y of E d u c a t i o n , U n i v e r s i t y of 
B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . "Dis tance E d u c a t i o n T r a i n i n g P r o j e c t f or 



346 

C o r r e c t i o n a l E d u c a t o r s . " Report to p a r t i c i p a n t s of te 
Donner-Funded D i s t a n c e E d u c a t i o n T r a i n i n g Program for 
C o r r e c t i o n a l E d u c a t o r s Working S e s s i o n , U n i v e r s i t y of 
B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , December 11, 1981. ( X e r o x e d ) . 

E s s e r t , Pau l L . "Concepts of the O r g a n i z a t i o n and 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the A d u l t E d u c a t i o n E n t e r p r i s e . " In 
A d u l t Educat i o n : O u t l i n e s f o r an Emerging F i e l d of 
U n i v e r s i t y S tudy , pp . 177-99. E d i t e d by Gale J e n s e n , A . 
A . L i v e r i g h t , and W i l b u r H a l l e n b e c k . Washington , D. C : 
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n of the U . S . A . , 1964. 

E t z i o n i , A m i t a i . Modern O r g a n i z a t i o n s . Foundat ions of Modern 
S o c i o l o g y S e r i e s , ed . A lex I n k e l e s . Englewood C l i f f s , New 
J e r s e y : P r e n t i c e - H a l l , I n c . , 1964. 

Freedman, J a n e t . "A Right to S e r v i c e . " L i f e l o n g L e a r n i n g : The  
A d u l t Years (December 1981)s10-1 -

Gagne, Robert M. The C o n d i t i o n s of L e a r n i n g . 2nd e d . New 
Y o r k : H o l t , R i n e h a r t & W i n s t o n , 1970. 

. E s s e n t i a l s of L e a r n i n g f o r I n s t r u c t i o n . Expanded e d . 
New Y o r k : H o l t , R i n e h a r t & W i n s t o n , 1975. 

Gagne, Robert M . , and B r i g g s , L . T . P r i n c i p l e s of  
I n s t r u c t i o n a l D e s i g n . New Y o r k : H o l t , R i n e h a r t & W i n s t o n , 
1974. 

G r i f f i t h , W i l l i a m S. "A Growth Model of I n s t i t u t i o n s of A d u l t 
E d u c a t i o n . " U n p u b l i s h e d P h . D . d i s s e r t a t i o n , U n i v e r s i t y of 
C h i c a g o , 1963. 

. " I m p l i c a t i o n s for A d m i n i s t r a t o r s in the Changing 
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Agency ." A d u l t E d u c a t i o n l 5 ( S p r i n g , 
1965):138-44. 

. P r o f e s s o r of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a , Vancouver , B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . I n t e r v i e w , 21 
August 1983 and 11 September 1984. 

H a l l , R i c h a r d H . " P r o f e s s i o n a l i z a t i o n and B u r e a u c r a t i z a t i o n . " 
American Soc i o l o g i c a l Review:92-104 . 

H a l l e n b e c k , W i l b u r C . "The Role of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n in S o c i e t y . " 
In A d u l t E d u c a t o n : O u t l i n e s for an Emerging F i e l d of  
U n i v e r s i t y . S tudy , pp . 5-25. E d i t e d by Gale J e n s e n , A . A . 
L i v e r i g h t , and W i l b u r H a l l e n b e c k . Washington , D. C : 
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n of the U . S . A . , 1964. 

H i l l s , J e a n . " V a l u e s , S o c i a l i z a t i o n and R e s e a r c h . " Paper 
p r e s e n t e d at the D o c t o r a l Seminar (601) , A d m i n i s t r a t i v e , 
A d u l t and Higher E d u c a t i o n , U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , 
29 November 1984. 



347 

H o f f e r , C . Soc i a l O r g a n i z a t i o n i n R e l a t ion to E x t e n s i o n  
S e r v i c e s in Eaton County , M i c h i g a n . Eas t L a n s i n g : M i c h i g a n 
S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , 1941. 

H o f f e r , C , and G i b s o n , D. L . The Community S i t u a t i o n As It. 
A f f e c t s A g r i c u l t u r a l E x t e n s i o n Work. Eas t L a n s i n g : 
M i c h i g a n S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y , 1941. 

Hoegh ie lm, Robert "The T e a c h i n g Proces s in M u n i c i p a l A d u l t 
E d u c a t i o n In View of A l l o c a t i o n P o l i c y . " In A d u l t  
Educat i on for Soc i a l Change—Research on the Swedi sh  
A l l o c a t i o n P o l i c y . E d i t e d by Robert Hoeghie lm and K j e l l 
Rubenson. S tockholm: S t u d i e s i n E d u c a t i o n and P s y c h o l o g y : 
9 L i b e r l a e r o m e d e l , 1980. 

H o u l e , C y r i l 0 . The Armed S e r v i c e s and A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . 
Washington , D. C : American C o u n c i l on E d u c a t i o n , 1947. 

. "The Emergence of Graduate Study in A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . " 
In A d u l t Educat i o n : O u t l i n e s of an Emerging F i e l d of  
U n i v e r s i t y S tudy , pp . 49-83. E d i t e d by G a l e J e n s e n , A . 
A . L i v e r i g h t , and W i l b u r H a l l e n b e c k . Washington , D. C : 
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n of the U . S . A . , 1964. 

. The Des ign of Educat i o n . San F r a n c i s c o : J o s s e y - B a s s 
P u b . , 1978. 

J e n s e n , G a l e ; L i v e r i g h t , A . A . ; and H a l l e n b e c k , W i l b u r , eds ._ 
A d u l t Educat i o n : O u t l i n e s of an Emerging F i e l d of  
U n i v e r s i t y S t u d y . Washington , D. C : A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 
A s s o c i a t i o n of the U . S . A . , 1964. 

K i d d , J . Roby. "Research Needs in A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . " S t u d i e s 
i n A d u l t E d u c a t i o n UK 13 ( A p r i l , 1981):1 - 14. 

Suggested C l a r k ' s l a b e l i n g of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n as a 
p e r i p h e r a l p r o f e s s i o n need not be p e r p e t r a t e d by a 
p r o f e s s i o n which i s growing up. He admonishes a d u l t 
e d u c a t o r s to be s e l f - a c c e p t i n g of t h e i r c a p a b i l i t i e s and 
p o t e n t i a l i t i e s , and to r e c o g n i z e and redouble t h e i r 
s t r e n g t h . He appears to have concepts of m a r g i n a l i t y q u i t e 
d i s t i n c t from those of C l a r k . 

K i t c h i n , W. W. "Comments and C o n j e c t u r e s : More on A d u l t 
L e a r n e r s . " The E d u c a t i o n a l Forum 36 (March 1972):403~4. 

Suggests the "low v i s i b i l i t y of the s c h o l a r l y work i n , 
and r e l a t e d t o , a d u l t l e a r n i n g i s a t t r i b u t a b l e to the 
m a r g i n a l i t y of a d u l t e d u c a t i o n d e s c r i b e d by Burton C l a r k . " 

Knowles , Malco lm Shepherd . Handbook of A d u l t Educat ion in the  
U n i t e d S t a t e s . C h i c a g o : A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n of the 
U . S . A . , 1960. 



348 

. "The F i e l d of O p e r a t i o n s in A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . " In 
A d u l t Educat i o n : O u t l i n e s f o r an Emerging F i e l d of 
U n i v e r s i t y S tudy , pp . 41-67. E d i t e d by Gale J e n s e n , A . 
A . L i v e r i g h t , and W i l b u r H a l l e n b e c k . Washington , D. C : 
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n of the U . S . A . , 1964. 

. The Modern P r a c t i c e of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n : Andragogy 
V e r s u s Pedagogy. New Y o r k : A s s o c i a t i o n P r e s s , 1970. 

. "The Growth and Development of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . " In 
B u i l d i n g an Ef feet ive A d u l t E d u c a t i o n E n t e r p r i s e , pp . 12-
40. E d i t e d by John M. P e t e r s . The AEA Handbook S e r i e s in 
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . San F r a n c i s c o : J o s s e y - B a s s P u b . , 1980. 

. The Modern P r a c t i c e of A d u l t Educat i o n : From Pedagogy 
to Andragogy (Rev, and Updated e d . ) . C h i c a g o : F o l l e t t 
P u b l i s h i n g C o . , 1980. 

Knox, A l a n B. and A s s o c i a t e s . D e v e l o p i n g , A d m i n i s t e r i n g , and  
E v a l u a t ing A d u l t Educat i o n . The AEA Handbook S e r i e s in 
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . San F r a n c i s c o : J o s s e y - B a s s P u b . , 1980. 

K r e i t l o w , Burton W. "Research and T h e o r y . " In Handbook of  
A d u l t Educat i o n , pp . 137-50. E d i t e d by Robert M. S m i t h , 
George F . A k e r , and J . Roby K i d d . New Y o r k : M a c m i l l a n 
Pub. C o . , I n c . , 1970. 

K r e i t l o w , Burton W. and A s s o c i a t e s . Examining C o n t r o v e r s i e s in  
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . The AEA Handbook S e r i e s in A d u l t 
E d u c a t i o n . San F r a n c i s c o : J o s s e y - B a s s P u b . , 1981. 

L a k o f f , George , and Mark Johnson . Metaphors We L i v e By . 
Ch icago and London: The U n i v e r s i t y of Chicago P r e s s , 1980. 

L e a r n e d , Edmund P . , and S p r o a t , Audrey T . O r g a n i z a t i o n Theory  
and P o l i c y . I l l i n o i s : R i c h a r d D. I r w i n , I n c . , 1966. 

London, H e r b e r t . "The F u t u r e of C o n t i n u i n g E d u c a t i o n . " 
L i f e l o n g L e a r n i n g : The A d u l t Years (December, 1981):9. 

London, J a c k . "Problems of the A d u l t A d m i n i s t r a t o r : A Study of 
the Work of the P u b l i c Schoo l A d u l t A d m i n i s t r a t o r in 
C a l i f o r n i a . " A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 10 (Summer 1959):222-31. 

L o n g , Huey B . ; H i e m s t r a , Roger; and A s s o c i a t e s . Changing  
Approaches to S t u d y i n g A d u l t Educat i o n . The AEA Handbook 
S e r i e s in A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . San F r a n c i s c o : J o s s e y - B a s s 
P u b . , 1980. 

M a c l v e r , R. M . , and Page, C h a r l e s H . S o c i e t y . New Y o r k : 
R i n e h a r t and C o . , I n c . , 1949. 

M a r c h , James G . , and Simon, H e r b e r t A . O r g a n i z a t i o n s . New 
Y o r k : John Wi l ey & Sons, I n c . , 1959. 



349 

M a r r i o t t , S t e w a r t . " ' S t a t e A i d ' — t h e E a r l i e s t Demands for 
Government Support of U n i v e r s i t y E x t r a - m u r a l E d u c a t i o n . " 
S t u d i e s i n A d u l t E d u c a t i o n (UK) 13 ( A p r i l 1981):28-33. 

M i t c h e l l , N . " I n t r o d u c t i o n . " In Farm, Mi 11 and C l a s s r o o m : A 
H i s t o r y of Tax Supported A d u l t Educat ion in South C a r o l i n a  
to 1960. E d i t e d by N . H a r d y . C o l u m b i a , S. C : R. L . 
Bryan C o . , 1967. 

N o r f l e e t , Hardy . Farm, M i l l , and C l a s s r o o m : A H i s t o r y of Tax  
Supported A d u l t E d u c a t i o n i n South C a r o l i n a to 1960. 
C o l u m b i a , South C a r o l i n a : R. L . Bryan C o . , 1967. 

The O x f o r d E n g l i s h D i c t i o n a r y , v o l . V I . O x f o r d : The C l a r e n d o n 
Pres s of O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1933. 

P a r r i s h , M a r D e l l C . " M a r g i n a l i t y : An A n a l y s i s and E v a l u a t i o n of 
the C o n c e p t . " Course ass ignment for E d u c a t i o n 508, 
U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , Department of A d u l t 
E d u c a t i o n , A p r i l 1981. A v a i l a b l e from the a u t h o r , 979 E a s t 
2560 N o r t h S t r e e t , Nor th Logan , Utah 84321. (Computer 
p r o c e s s e d ) . 

P e t e r s , John M. and A s s o c i a t e s . B u i l d i n g an E f f e c t i v e A d u l t  
E d u c a t i o n E n t e r p r i s e . The AEA Handbook S e r i e s in A d u l t 
E d u c a t i o n . San F r a n c i s c o : J o s s e y - B a s s P u b . , 1980. 

P e t e r s , John M . , and K o z o l l , C h a r l e s P . " O r g a n i z a t i o n s of the 
F i e l d . " In B u i l d i n g an E f f e c t i v e A d u l t E d u c a t i o n  
E n t e r p r i s e , pp . 1-11. E d i t e d by John M. P e t e r s . The AEA 
Handbook S e r i e s in A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . San F r a n c i s c o : J o s s e y -
Bass P u b . , 1980. 

P e t e r s o n , K. George . "A Year of Growth at Simon F r a s e r : A 
Report on 1981 to the People of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . " The  
P r o v i n c e , 17 January 1982, s e c . C C , p . A - 6 . 
( A d v e r t i s e m e n t ) . 

P u r v i s , - J u n e . "The Low S t a t u s of A d u l t Educat ion—Some 
S o c i o l o g i c a l R e f l e c t i o n s . " E d u c a t i o n a l Research 19 (1 ) :13 -
24. 

Roebuck, J . "A C r i t i q u e of T h i e v e s , C o n v i c t s nd the Inmate 
C u l t u r e . " S o c i a l C u l t u r e 11 (February 1963): 193-200. 

Rubenson, K j e l l . "Adult E d u c a t i o n R e s e a r c h : In Quest of a Map 
of the T e r r i t o r y . " A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 32 ( W i n t e r , 1982):57-
74. 

S c h r o e d e r , Wayne L . "Adul t E d u c a t i o n D e f i n e d and D e s c r i b e d . " 
In Handbook of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , pp . 25-43. E d i t e d by 
Robert M. S m i t h , George F . A k e r , and J . Roby K i d d . New 
Y o r k : M a c m i l l a n Pub. C o . , I n c . , 1970. 



3 5 0 

. "Systems and Types of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . " D r a f t 
c h a p t e r submit ted to J o s s e y - B a s s Pub. Reproduced by The 
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n F a c u l t y , F l o r i d a State. U n i v e r s i t y , 
T a l l a h a s s e e , F l o r i d a , 1978. R e v i s i o n p u b l i s h e d as 
"Typology of A d u l t L e a r n i n g Systems." In B u i l d i n g an  
E f f e c t i v e A d u l t Educat ion E n t e r p r i s e , pp . 42-77. E d i t e d 
by John M. P e t e r s . The Handbook S e r i e s in A d u l t 
E d u c a t i o n . San F r a n c i s c o : J o s s e y - B a s s P u b . , 1980. 

. "Typology of A d u l t L e a r n i n g Systems." In B u i l d i n g an 
Ef feet i ve A d u l t Educat ion E n t e r p r i s e , pp . 42-77. E d i t e d 
by John M. P e t e r s . The AEA Handbook S e r i e s in A d u l t 
Ed .ucat ion . San F r a n c i s c o : J o s s e y - B a s s P u b . , 1980. 

S e l z n i c k , P h i l l i p . "Foundat ions of the Theory of 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s . " American Soc i o l o g i c a l Review 13 ( 1 948) . 

. TVA and the G r a s s Root s : A Study in the S o c i o l o g y of 
Formal O r g a n i z a t i o n . B e r k e l e y and Los A n g e l e s : U n i v e r s i t y 
of C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , 1949. 

. " I n s t i t u t i o n a l V u l n e r a b i l i t y in Mass S o c i e t y . " 
American J o u r n a l of Soc i o l o g y 56 (January 1951 ) :320-30 . 

. The Organ i z a t i o n a l Weapon. New York.: M c G r a w - H i l l 
Book C o . , 1952. 

. L e a d e r s h i p i n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . E v a n s t o n , 1 1 1 . : Row, 
Pe terson & C o . , 1957. 

. "Foundat ions of the Theory of O r g a n i z a t i o n s . " In 
Complex O r g a n i z a t i o n s : A Soc i o l o g i c a l Reader , pp . 18-31. 
E d i t e d by A m i t a i E t z i o n i . New Y o r k , C h i c a g o , San 
F r a n c i s c o , T o r o n t o , London: H o l t , R i n e h a r t & W i n s t o n , I n c . , 
1961. 

. The E x e c u t i v e as Statesman. [ T h i s book was r e p o r t e d 
by C l a r k (1956, p . 43) to be i n p r e s s . A review of The 
N a t i o n a l Union C a t e l o g (Edwards, 1956-80) d i d not r e p o r t 
the b o o k ] . 

S e l z n i c k , P h i l l i p , and Leonard Broom. Soc i o l o g y . 2nd e d . 
E v a n s t o n , 1 1 1 . : Row, P e t e r s o n k C o . , 1958. 

S h o t t e n , Aaron H . "An I n t e n s i v e A n a l y s i s of an A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 
O r g a n i z a t i o n a l Model and a New Model C o n s t r u c t e d . " P h . D . 
d i s s e r t a t i o n , U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a - B e r k e l e y , 1975. 

S imon, H e r b e r t A . ; S m i t h b u r g , D. W. ; and Thompson, V . A . 
P u b l i c A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . New Y o r k : A l f r e d A . Knopf , 1950. 

S m i t h , Robert M . ; A k e r , George , F . ; and K i d d , J . Roby. 
Handbook of A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . New Y o r k : M a c m i l l a n Pub. 
C o . , I n c . , 1970. 



351 

S tevens , S. S. "A M e t r i c for the S o c i a l Consensus ." S c i e n c e 
151 (February 4, 1966):530-41 . 

A Supplement to the Oxford E n g l i s h D i c t i o n a r y , v o l . I I . 
O x f o r d : The C l a r e n d o n Press of Oxford U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 
1976. 

S z c z y p k o w s k i , R o n a l d . " O b j e c t i v e s and A c t i v i t i e s . " In 
D e v e l o p i n g , A d m i n i s t e r i n g and E v a l u a t i n g A d u l t E d u c a t i o n , 
pp . 37-74. E d i t e d by A l a n B . Knox. The AEA Handbook 
S e r i e s in A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . San F r a n c i s c o : J o s s e y - B a s s 
P u b . , 1980. 

Tough, A l l e n . The A d u l t ' s L e a r n i n g P r o j e c t s . T o r o n t o : The 
O n t a r i o I n s t i t u t e for S t u d i e s in E d u c a t i o n ( O I S E ) , 1971. 

. The A d u l t ' s L e a r n i n g P r o j e c t s : A F r e s h Approach to 
Theory and P r a c t i c e in A d u l t L e a r n i n g . 2nd e d . Research 
in E d u c a t i o n S e r i e s , no. 1. T o r o n t o : The O n t a r i o 
I n s t i t u t e for S t u d i e s in E d u c a t i o n (OISE) , 1979. 

T u r n e r , J . The S t r u c t u r e of Soc i o l o g i c a l T h e o r y . R e v i s e d e d . 
Homewood, 1 1 1 . : The Dorsey P r e s s , 1978. 

Udy, S t a n l e y H . , J r . "The Comparat ive A n a l y s i s of 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s . " In Handbook of O r g a n i z a t i o n s , pp . 678-
709. E d i t e d by James G . M a r c h . C h i c a g o : Rand M c N a l l y & 
C o . , 1965. 

U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , Graduate D i v i s i o n , Southern S e c t i o n , 
Los Ange les Campus. "Announcement of the F i n a l E x a m i n a t i o n 
for the Degree of Doctor of P h i l o s o p h y of Burton R. 
C l a r k . " Graduate Records D i v i s i o n , Los A n g e l e s , 
C a l i f o r n i a , 22 January 1954. 

V e r n e r , C o o l i e . " D e f i n i t i o n of Terms ." In A d u l t E d u c a t i o n :  
O u t l i n e s of an Emerging F i e l d of U n i v e r s i t y S tudy , pp . 27-
39. E d i t e d by Gale J e n s e n , A . A . L i v e r i g h t , and W i l b u r 
H a l l e n b e c k . Washington , D. C : A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 
A s s o c i a t i o n of the U . S . A . , 1964. 

. A d u l t E d u c a t i o n Theory and Method: A C o n c e p t u a l 
Scheme for the I d e n t i f i c a t i o n and C l a s s i f i c a t ion of  
Proces se s for A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . C h i c a g o : A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 
A s s o c i a t i o n , 1962. 

V e r n e r , C o o l i e , and Booth , A l a n . A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . New Y o r k : 
The Center for A p p l i e d Research in E d u c a t i o n , I n c . , 1964. 

Weber, Max. From Max Weber: Essays i n S o c i o l o g y . T r a n s l a t e d , 
e d i t e d , and w i t h an I n t r o d u c t i o n by H . H . G e r t h and C . 
Wright M i l l s . New Y o r k : O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1946. 

. The Theory of Soc i a l and Economic O r g a n i z a t i o n . New 



352 

Y o r k : O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1947. 

W e b s t e r ' s T h i r d New I n t e r n a t i o n a l D i e t i o n a r y of the E n g l i s h  
Language. 15th e d . S p r i n g f i e l d , M a s s . : G . & C . Merr iam 
C o . , 1966. 

W e b s t e r ' s New World D i e t i o n a r y . Rev. and expanded e d . 
T o r o n t o : The World P u b l i s h i n g C o . , 1973. 

Webs ter ' s New C o l l e g i a t e D i e t i o n a r y . T o r o n t o : Thomas A l l e n & 
Son L t d . , G . & C . Merr iam C o . of S p r i n g f i e l d , M a s s . , 
1 979. 

W h i t e , Thurman J . , and B e l t , Joy Reed. " L e a d e r s h i p . " In 
D e v e l o p i n g , A d m i n i s t e r i n g , and E v a l u a t ing A d u l t Educat i o n , 
pp . 216-248. E d i t e d by A l a n B . Knox and A s s o c i a t e s . The 
AEA Handbook S e r i e s in A d u l t E d u c a t i o n . San F r a n c i s c o : 
J o s s e y - B a s s P u b . , 1980. 

W i l t s h i r e , H . C . "On Being an A d u l t E d u c a t o r . " S t u d i e s i n  
A d u l t E d u c a t i o n 12 ( A p r i l 1980 >:1 - 13. 


