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Innovative Dissemination 
of Research Award 

 
• What it is 
• Why we initiated it 
• What we are learning from it 

 
 



Innovative Dissemination 
of Research Award 

 
Established by the Library in 2010, this Award focuses on new and 
innovative ways of communicating and disseminating knowledge. 
The Award honors UBC faculty, staff and students who are 
expanding the boundaries of research through the creative use of 
new tools and technologies that enhance the research findings 
being disseminated. 

 
 



Innovative Dissemination 
of Research Award 

 
• How is this format different from what has happened in your 

discipline in the past? 
• Does the dissemination model for the information significantly 

enhance the audience experience? 
• Does the dissemination model suggest new ways of applying the 

knowledge by the manner in which it is packaged? 
• Does the dissemination model for the information engage/attract a 

different audience in the use of material? 
• Does the vehicle merge forms of communication in new ways to give 

the recipient enhanced options? – video, text, images, software 
manipulations etc. 

 



What we learned 

 
• 2010-37; 2011–17; 2012-25 = 79 different innovative models 
• Most are open, have “open” features or are dependent on openly 

accessible information 
• Intention is to extend reach of research beyond traditional 
• Most have multimedia embedded 
• Large number have a community-driven aspect 
• Created to solve a particular gap  
• Many cross disciplinary 
• 1/10 used theatre 

 

 



What we learned 
Sea Around Us wins 2012 UBC Library Innovative Dissemination of 
Research Award 

 
 

 
Arash Tavakolie, Senior .NET Developer; Dirk Zeller, Senior Research Fellow; 
and Daniel Pauly, Principal Investigator 

http://www.seaaroundus.org/ 



What we learned 

http://www.cisreg.ca/cgi-bin/tfe/home.pl 



Community based 
www.washwithcare.ca/ 



Extending the reach of research 

 



Community based 
www.washwithcare.ca/ 



Theatrical application 

 



 



Summary 

• Non-traditional scholarship containers 
• Supports & Sustainability variable 
• Community-based, knowledge translation 
• Open data used or created 
• Engagement with viewer/reader strongly 

considered (i.e. interactive, visual) 
• Looking at research differently 
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