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“The University of British Columbia … 
supports outstanding research to 
serve the people of British Columbia, 
Canada, and the world”

in part by being
“a leader in fostering student, faculty, staff, 
and alumni engagement within the wider 
community.”

http://strategicplan.ubc.ca/

http://strategicplan.ubc.ca/


“Community Engagement is about UBC’s role 
and responsibility to community. It is about the 
contributions that UBC can make to explore and 
address the issues, aspirations and needs of 
importance to community.”

http://www.communityengagement.ubc.ca/

http://www.communityengagement.ubc.ca/


Although it is risky to create a single summary 
of meaningful impact for research, perhaps the 
notion that excellent research can create an 
improved quality of life or a better world is one 
that embraces the full scope of our efforts.

From: UBC Research Strategy
http://research.ubc.ca/vpri/ubc-research-strategy

http://research.ubc.ca/vpri/ubc-research-strategy


} How do we tell our stories of community 
engagement?

} How do we recognize community engagement by 
faculty, staff, students and community partners?

} How can the University support community 
partners?

} How do we measure community engagement?

Community engagement discussion paper
http://www.communityengagement.ubc.ca/

http://www.communityengagement.ubc.ca/


} cIRcle is an open access digital repository for 
published and unpublished material created 
by the UBC community and its partners. 

} cIRcle showcases and preserves UBC’s unique 
intellectual output by making content freely 
available to anyone, anywhere via the web. 

} Telling stories …



} UBC Library’s annual Award, started 2010

} Recognizes new and innovative ways of communicating and 
disseminating research

} UBC faculty, staff, and students are eligible

} Award consists of framed certificate of recognition and a 
$2,000 cash prize

} Application deadline: 
Monday, November 28, 2011, 5 p.m.

} http://scholcomm.ubc.ca/events-awards/award/

http://scholcomm.ubc.ca/events-awards/award/
























} There are numerous examples of exemplary 
student work in cIRcle



} Initiative of the Graduate Student Society

} Incentive for graduate students to deposit non-thesis 
work in cIRcle

} Sponsors:
◦ GSS
◦ cIRcle/UBC Library
◦ Office of the VP Research & International

} Bi-annual lottery

} Coming in 2012!







Decisions Authorizations Permissions Submissions Benefits





Decide on 
communities
/collections

Community

e.g. 

Faculty of Science

Sub-community

e.g.  

Computer Science

Collection

e.g. Computer Science 
Faculty Publications & 

Reports



Who will 
upload your 

material?

Someone will 
submit your work 

on your behalf

Contact cIRcle 
staff

Submit your own 
work 

Register for a 
cIRcle login

Receive training 
in submission 

process

Upload material







} Copyright owner retains copyright

} cIRcle requires a non-exclusive license to 
distribute (from rights holder)

} Optional: copyright owner may attach a 
Creative Commons license to their work in 
cIRcle 







}Simple
◦ We work with you to get items uploaded to cIRcle

}Visible
◦ Items in cIRcle are easily findable via web search engines

}Permanent
◦ We guarantee preservation of materials in cIRcle

� Permanent URLs
� File format conversion/updating

Just remember S.V.P!



} October 2009 – April 2011

} Showcase and preserve UBC’s intellectual output related to 
the Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games

} Variety of formats on a range of Olympics related topics 
from ethics and sustainability to inclusivity and social 
responsibility 

} Tens of thousands of views and downloads from around 
the world 

} Important record of UBC’s significant contribution to the 
Vancouver Olympic Legacy















Michelle Aucoin, Director
UBC 2010 Olympic and Paralympic 

Secretariat



The cIRcle Olympic collection is an 
extremely important knowledge 
platform for the sport research 
community. 

Although Vancouver 2010 only had a 
fleeting physical presence, cIRcle 
provides an important legacy to ensure 
that the research capital generated 
around this event be captured and 
stored in a permanent and centrally 
accessible place.  

The Centre for Sport and Sustainability 
in particular values this resources and 
has added its own cIRcle collection to 
encourage public access to materials 
generated from its events, research, and 
projects.

Matt Dolf, Manager
UBC Centre for Sport and Sustainability

(CSS)



} Forestry Undergraduate Essays/Theses
� Opportunity for each student, during his/her 

graduating year, to undertake independent study, 
under direction of a faculty member, in a subject area 
of interest to the student

� Item Page Views & Item Downloads – 10,000+

� Top Country Views so far – USA, Canada, Japan, United 
Kingdom, Netherlands, Australia, Germany, China, 
Hungary, Turkey, Syrian Arab Republic, Taiwan, 
Argentina, Bulgaria, Korea, India, Italy, Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Philippines, Brazil, Russian Federation, 
Sweden, Ghana, Denmark, Mexico, Finland, Lithuania & 
more



From Science & Engineering blog

…to Building a podium fit for Olympians



} Over 33,500 UBC theses & dissertations

} Submitted from anywhere in the world

} Wider exposure to and availability of UBC graduate 
research for anyone (including any potential 
employers)

} Accessed by anyone interested in UBC’s scholarly 
research



} By the numbers…

◦ Electronic Theses and Dissertations (ETDs) 2008+
� Item Page Views & Item Downloads – 1,737,131

◦ Retrospective Theses and Dissertations
� Item Page Views & Item Downloads – 6,521,049

UBC Faculty of Graduate Studies said:



Yip So Man Wat Memorial Lecture Series

Asian Heritage Month National Conference

“[We’ve] always wanted to have it [lecture 
series] archived!”



UBC Social, Ecological, Economic Development 
Studies (SEEDS) Student Reports

◦ UBC SEEDS is Western Canada’s first academic 
program that combines the energy and enthusiasm 
of students, the intellectual capacity of faculty and 
the commitment and expertise of staff to integrate 
sustainability on campus

� Item Page Views & Item Downloads – 50,000+



} GEOG 362: Geography of Economic 
Development 

} GEOG 419: Research in Environmental 
Geography

} Geography Graduate Student Work
◦ GEOG 362 focuses on the “[g]eographical approaches to economic development; models of 

economic development and spatial change; influences on spatial economic change; case 
studies from the developed, third, and socialist worlds”

� Item Page Views & Item Downloads – nearly 3,200



“It certainly feels wonderful to share my 
research with the cIRcle community as well as 
the rest of the world.” 

- Quote from Allan Dale Baniaga, UBC Alumnus



Hilde Colenbrander,
cIRcle Coordinator

Tara Stephens,
cIRcle Librarian

Julia Thompson,
cIRcle Digital Library 
Assistant

ubc-circle@interchange.ubc.ca
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