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Chung Nye of New Westminster, B.C

- A Canadian Story from the Perspective of Chinese Pioneers living in B.C.
during the 1880s to 1920s

Abstract: Chung Nye left his home village at age 16 for the Gold Mountains. Canadian
Immigration record indicates that he first landed in Victoria B.C. in April 1882. His
career as a Chinese Contractor in the salmon canning industry and as a proprietor of Sun
Kum Wo in New Westminster personifies the contributions made by Chinese pioneers of
his time. A chapter on the Chinese pioneers, and their many contributions to the economy
of British Columbia, remains missing from the history books of Canada.
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By Rudy M.T. Chiang ji% % {®, Vancouver, B.C.

Preface

The story of Chung Nye begins with a family portrait of him with his sons and nephews. The
studio photo was taken on the occasion of his elder son On Whei’s visit in 1922. The paths of the
four young men diverged as each pursued their aspiration. Two of them stayed in Canada, while
On Wey moved to USA in the 1930s. Visitor On Whei served in the rebuilding of China. Life
came to full circle forty years later when their paths, and those of their descendants, converged
again in North America. Some settled in Los Angeles and the rest live in Greater VVancouver.

The Chung Nye Family Portrait, 1922
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Figure 1.Chung Nye Family Portrait, 1922.

Seated (left): son On Whei (%),

Chung Nye (§%%3), nephew On Shun (ZZ/IE);

Standing (left): son On Kui,(Z7#0),

nephew On Wey (ZZ(%)
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Sixty years after this photo was taken, a copy of the original photo returned to Vancouver. It was
originally sent by Chung Nye to his eldest daughter Lai Gum (i%REE<4) in China. She married
Chiu Jian Dong (8 #z%) of Sam Kong Village (=7T.). They raised three sons and three
daughters. This photo was passed on to daughter Chiu Yew Jian (j§5¥%#2) who it gave to Luis
Chi Yee Chiong (i) in the early 1980s. Luis Chiong was the third son of On Whei (ZZf).

This well travelled photo now anchors in Los Angeles. It survived the chaos of the 1930s, the
Japanese invasion, and the turbulent years of 1940s and 1950s.

Happy Re-union in 1966
Forty-four years after the Chung Nye Family portrait was taken, On Whei visited his brother On
Kui and cousin On Shun in Vancouver. On Wey was in Los Angeles at the time.

Figure 2. Vancouver Reunion, 1966.
From left: On Kui (3%27), On Shun (#%221I8),
& On Whei (i%2#/%, aka Chiang Shao Hsien 44&).

The History of Chung Nye (7% ca 1867-1928 AD)

Written family record of Chung Nye did not survive the punishment of time. The first eighty
years of the 1900s was marked by wars, depressions, and countless disasters in America and in
China. The oral history on Chung Nye was passed down by grandson Chi Ho Chiang (%) to
this son. Chi Ho recalled:

e Chung Nye left home at age 16 with a friend for the Gold Mountains.

e He was paid a Family Settlement Fee (%2 %), an advance meant to bridge family needs
until the sojourner could send money home. He left the twelve pieces of dai yong (A,
silver dollar) with his widowed mother for the family.

e Chung Nye became a contractor for salmon canneries in B.C. He recruited many of his
clansmen and fellow villagers from Moy Kwok (f5&4F) and Sar Tuey (/D#E4T). Nye
would prepay their entry fee to Canada *. He was well respected among the family and
Moy Kwok villagers for bringing them to New Westminster.

e Chung Nye bought gold claims from Caucasian partners, only to find out that it was
fool’s gold (pyrite).

e Chung Nye befriended Leong Kia Chew (Z2E{&) when Leong visited Vancouver in
1903. Nye supported Leong’s Reform movement in China.

Chi Ho never met his grandfather Chung Nye in person. The only glimpse he got was
through the glass window of the casket when Chung Nye’s embalmed remain was returned from
New Westminster to Moy Kwok for interment. Chi Ho was twelve years old at the time.

Family Genealogy Record Kept in Canada

Chung Nye (3#%%3), whose married name (5%) was King Ho (££1]), descended from Grand
Ancestor (K#A1H) Jiang Shu (§%3) who settled in Sun Woy County (#rerfi%) around the 1290s.
A grandson of Jiang Shu, named Ching Goh ((&J&, SF5%i{#) settled in Moy Kwok Village in
1373 AD. Chung Nye was the nineteenth generation descendant of the Ching Goh Branch.
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Records Kept by Library and Archives Canada
On line records of Immigrants from China (1885-1949) returned three entries on Chung Nye:

1. 1895: Register of Chinese Immigration, Port of New Westminster, B.C. ?

The record of November 8, 1895 showed that merchant Chung Nye, age 32, returned to New
Westminster from Canton, China. He paid a 50 cents Entry Fee. He was described as “Height 5ft
41/, inches. Long scar on thumb of left hand, pitt on left corner of left eye. Speaks good English.”
It reported a prior landing record of April 1882, in Victoria, via steamship.

Declaration No. 414, CI5: 832598, CI6: 6587;
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The same record was also kept in the General Register of Chinese Immigration °.

The first arrival date of April 1882 coincided with the arrival of the 2,000 men recruited by
Andrew Onderdonk on contract with the Canadian Pacific Railroad Co. (CPR) . Only the CPR,
with a desperate need for labour, would pay a Family Settlement Fee of twelve silver dollars. The
16 year old Chung Nye and his friend had to be among the 2,000 men contracted to lay tracks
along the Fraser Canyon for Canada.

2. 1901: General Register of Chinese Immigration °
On June 5, 1901, Chung Nye, age 38, Labourer, paid the $100 Head Tax. He arrived Vancouver
from Hong Kong on the Empress of Japan. His place of birth was Moy Gock, Senwoy.
Description: 5 ft. 5, scar right corner left eye, scar on left thumb, scar on left 2nd & 3" finger.
CI5 32004 : e :

s 182 oty jecs

| 15 ﬂ e 75 | )
V4

;‘)11117

2T o e /

:(.,'.. Veas ,;/.;\ ~‘_ oy e }<c/" e
< o = 4e e . . . LS -

3.1906: General Register of Chinese Immigration °

On Feb. 3, 1906, merchant Chung Nye, age 43, returned from China via Hong Kong on the
Empress of China; Fee Paid: Exempted; Place of Birth: Go Deung (H3F) Senwoy;

Description: 5ft.4 in, scar on left thumb, scar on left 2" & 3" fingers, scar under corner left eye.
CI5 45030,
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The passenger list of Empress of China dated January 31, 1906, gave on page 4, the name Tseung
Noy, age 42 for Chung Nye ’. Spelling consistency was not a concern.
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Missing Records

Chung Nye have five children, all were born in China. He must have travelled home for at least
five times. Missing records might include a trip prior to 1890, and trips in 1892/3, 97, or after
1906.

Census of Canada, 1891

Chung Nye’s name appeared in the 1891 Census as Jung Nye °. The record on Page 34 and 35 of
British Columbia, District 2, New Westminster; Sub District 6, New Westminster, showed that
on 6th June, 1891, Jung Nye was the head of Household No. 140. It listed the names of 40
occupants. Jung Nye, at age 28, was married, religion Buddhist. Jung Nye and 3 other occupants
were able to read and write English. The house, described as W 2/10, was a two story wooden
structure with 10 rooms. Ms. Mary Munk of Library & Archive Canada provided this coding
information. She generously offered the following insight:

“...For the reference you found in the 1891 census for Jung Nye, W2/10 refers to a
wooden, two-story building, with ten rooms. The number 140 is the household number,
i.e. it was the 140th household the census enumerator recorded for that sub-district.
Under Relation to Head of Family, L means lodger. This means that the men listed on
that page were living in a rooming house.

Unfortunately, the other census schedules for 1891 were not retained, only schedule one
with the names. This means that the schedule that would have recorded the addresses for
the households listed in schedule one no longer exists. Therefore, there is no means of
knowing the addresses for those rooming houses.”

---Ms. Mary Munk of Library & Archive Canada, personal communication April8,2010

The lodge description suggested that Chung Nye and his crew of 39 lived in a bunkhouse. It
might be on Front Street, but possibly at 701 Carnarvon Street. Council minutes of September 23,
1895 ? recorded a request from Chung Nye for permission to lay building material on Carnarvon
Street. This location was only a short walk to Front Street canneries where the men worked.

Chung Nye’s Career as Contractor in the Salmon Canning Industry, 1886(2)-1928
The exact year when Chung Nye started in the salmon canning industry is unknown. He could
have started by the time Onderdonk began laying off his crew in September 1885 *°.

Nine years after his arrival in April 1882, Chung Nye had transformed from a 16-year-old
labourer to the head of a 40 men household in New Westminster. He earned enough money to get
married at home. His first trip home probably took place between 1887 and 89. With the money
he saved, Chung Nye built two identical houses of solid stone blocks. One was for his mom and
himself, the other for his younger brother Leon Ho (f@=]), father of On Shun and On Wey. His
success attracted others to join him. The 39 men staying with him in 1891 had to be his cannery
team. His ability to speak and write good English was an asset for his success.

In 1906 four new canneries started along the shores of Fraser River. One named Nye Canning
Company, operated for only one season **. Was Chung Nye the owner operator of this cannery?
Further research might ascertain this speculation with supporting information. There is no doubt,
however, that Chung Nye was a well established merchant and contractor by 1906.
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With a pool of skilled cannery hands, Chung Nye and his nephews: On Shun (aka Chong Quong,
FFdbss, 57 ZH), On Wey (44(%), Chong Yat (%%, 5~%5!), Chong Dot (FIpE, 7 Z4%),
family clan members Chong You (%4 ,5=%&1]), Chung Sat (§%#ft, 5[] 2%), Chong Tee Poy (ji%
Ao, S-&r Al secured contracts from Steveston (Ti#4%) to Bella Coola (EEf%n5d%), Klemtu (i1
f&i#H), to Prince Rupert (5 & 51), and Port Edward to Nitnet (750, J5H#{E). His son On
Kui (ji%Z#) took care of business in Bella Coola (E2fi%niL#% ) in 1925. There were many more
contractors from the Moy Kwok family.

When work was hard to come by in 1916, Vancouver Chinatown handed out daily congee to the
needy. Chung Nye and his family clan listed above supported the drive with donations **.

Several copies of Chung Nye’s contract with the Brunswick Cannery signed between 1922 to
1927 are housed in The Chung Collection at the University of British Columbia **.

ThHis AqreMeNt .. e « viowe 5 c,

this  PWINTY-FIFTH day of JANUARYX , A.D. 1922,

Betiveen

CHUNG HYB I

., in the

of  VANOOUVAR, . BC

Proyince ofs Bri:ah Columbia,
of the first part, and 8 ST INEBEA -

hereinafter called the parties
ISHIBG & SACETHG, CO.plD

* .
LION, of Vancouver,

British Columbia, hereinafter called the parties of the second part.

THitnegseth, that the said parties of the first part, in ideration of the ts on the part of

the said parties of the second part hereinafter contained, hereby covenant and agree to and with the
parties of the second part in the manner following, that is to say :

That they will, at any and all times during the canning season of 1988, supply to the parties of
the second part all skilled labor, not less than ===~=«e= -« good men, required by them or their
manager at their Cannery on  FRASER RIVIR called BRUNSWICEK
Cannery in the work of making such cans as are required, and for the purpose of packing their salmon

Chung Nye Operated Sun Kum Wo (#7#5#7) in New Westminster

Chung Nye was the proprietor of Sun Kum Wo (¥r###1), a Chinese herbal and grocery store
located on 701 Carnarvon Street in New Westminster. It was the booking agent for CPR ferries in
New Westminster.

Sun Kum Wo (Fr#E A1) co-chaired the meeting of the Chinese
Benevolent Association (CBA: i fi#E2Z3= ) in New
Westminster on March 16, 1915 **. The priority was to deal with
the impact of city council’s decision on November 9, 1914 to
cancel the Chinese Cemetery Agreement on 8th Street .

A follow up meeting held on March 22 resulted in a decision to
ask the Victoria Chinese Benevolent Association to help advise
their members, who might have friends or relatives buried in
New Westminster, of the urgent need to recover the remains.
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Meetings in March and April resulted in a coordinated effort to locate the remains of Chinese
pioneers. A three page list of the name of the deceased, showing the ancestral village, the year of

death and the headstone number was compiled in 1915. It is kept at the New Westminster
Museum and Archives:

A note posted by the CBA on June 30, 1919 ‘° requested help with identifying the site and name
of deceased pioneers at the Chinese Cemetery on 8th Street. The City had levelled all wooden
markers at the Cemetery in previous years:

o IRpiaSuAE
B AREIH T H —59R5 Toda Je B #, K& REIE AN SRS EE AR —
fi P, LR = S P E n] 5 ARR e A R a o AC RIS ZE SR, e e 2R B
SRR B RIS B UGS, (R 2 e T Rl BB e A L R Bl (A b
TREESS R IE TR
REI\FE ANHHAS hEEGEEER  =UREZANHE
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This was followed by an urgent appeal in the Chinese Times on July 29, 1919. Help was again
requested to identify the location and name of pioneers at the burial site. The missing markers
made correct identification very difficult. The notice read as follows *':

o WHILAERFTTINER
B ARt IR EORE R R R Ryac. SRS T A 55N H AR B e g
A BAE Z B (S8R AR S A ek 5 2850 1, 7 H Y BSR4 A Stk fa 8, A
REKIERER, i
AT TR EEG AL

Chung Nye remained an active member of the CBA Board until his passing in 1928 **.

The Great Fire of New Westminster, 11 pm September 10, 1898

A fire started in the business area of New Westminster at 11 pm Saturday, September 10, 1898 *°.
The fire consumed most building structures in New Westminster. According to city records,
buildings from Front Street to Royal Ave were burnt. The Chinese District, located south of the
town in the “Swamp” area was wiped out .

The building of Sun Kum Wo was perished. Chung Nye and the Chinese community’s effort to
rebuild while dealing with City Council were captured in council minutes of 1899.

Sun Kum Wo suffered another fire on September 5, 1916 when the second floor of the building
went up in flames .

RS TR N A ARG, AR R AL B SRR b AN R E, LRI R KK
FH EL T b BB S A ISt 22 KOS, TR BRI AE K R AL, B iR .
BECG BLET SR AMEAERR RSO s A TRl ER s TEY), A JA S
FEAS Ry RN (IR EUR SE AR TR SE 2R, - KIE N, 1916-09-06

Sun Kum Wo was rebuilt and continued to operate in the 1930’s.

Chung Nye’ Dealing with the City Council of New Westminster

According to city council minutes, Chung Nye sought permission to lay building material on
Carnarvon Street in 1895. His request was granted on September 23. A year later, on November
9, 1896, the Council instructed the Board of Works to act on a request by Chung Nye & Co. for a
short sidewalk on Carnarvon Street. The B.C. Directory listed the address of 701 Carnarvon
Street for Sun Kum Wo & Co.

The 2010 Report “Council Minutes on Chinese, Sep 21, 1874 to Dec 6, 1926” = prepared by

John Stark, Stephen Scheving, Colin Stevens, and Wendy Turnbull provided a glimpse of Chung
Nye’s dealings with his city hall.
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City Council Minutes: Sep 21. 1874 to Dec 6, 1926

Date

City Council Minutes

page

1895, Sept 23

Chung Nye, asking permission to lay building material on Carnarvon Street.
Granted

11

1896, Nov. 9

Chung Nye & co., asking for short sidewalk on Carnarvon Street —Board of
Works to act.[701Carn]

11

1897, May 31

Chung Nye re: Revenue Tax Fine — Finance to report

12

1899, Mar. 20

Chung Nye, asking for sidewalk — Board of Works to report

13

1899, Apr. 17

Chung Nye, asking refund of water rate paid in advance, the premises having
been destroyed by fire — Fire, Water & Fy. Comm. to report

Kwong Yuen Lung, asking refund of water rate paid in advance, the premises
having been destroyed by fire — Fire, Water & Fy. Comm. to report

13

1899, May 15

That the Fire, Water and Ferry Committee reported recommending that the
accounts paid in advance on water services which services were destroyed by
fire on September 10 last be refunded.

13

1910, Jan. 17

Corbould & Grant re: Sun Kum Wo’s claim. City Solicitor to report at an early
date.

(53)

1910, Jan. 24

City Solicitor, re: claim of Sun Kum Wo & Co. stating they had arranged with
Mr. Corbould for an inspection of the premises — Rec’d & filed.

the Assessment Commission reported on the result of the City just than taken
showing the total population to be 12,705, including 949 in Chinese District-
Report received and filed for reference.

(53)

1914, May 29

...the frame building and attachments known as 31 Blackie Street situate upon
Lot Twelve (12) in City Block Eleven (11) in the City of N.W., is a nuisance
and dangerous to the public safety and health, AND WHEREAS notice was
given to George Mead and Reuben Elley, Executors of Cash Estate, Gorden E.
Corbould, K.C. and Joseph R. Grant, owners of the said property and to the
occupiers respectively of the said building to show cause at a meeting of the
Council on the 30 day of March, 1914.....why the said building and attachments
should not be torn down or removed....

(59)

1916, Sept. 25

“Chung Nye and others asking permission to rebuild roof of building belonging
to Chinese Reform Assn. Also report of Building Inspector on same,
recommending that a life of 1 % years be placed on building. Granted and
recommended. Adopted”

24

1918, July 04

“The Building Inspector attended and referred to the fire at the building owned
by the Chinese Reform Association which destroyed the roof. He stated that the
building was a well built one and provided the top story was removed and a new
roof put on would comply with the regulations of the No. 2 Fire Limits. The
Insurance Co, offered $100.00 for damage done, which would cover repairs, but
he advised that alterations mentioned be made at a cost of $235.00. On motion
the Building Inspector was instructed to negotiate with the Chinese Reform
Association to have this done.”

25

1923, Aug 13

“That the offer of Tom Hin and Chung Nye to purchase the re-sub of Lot S.P. 3,
City Block 36, for the sum of $750.00 — payable $150.00 cash, balance in 6,12,
and 18 months, with 6% on deferred payments, be accepted, and bylaw prepared
accordingly.” [FE#K, %3 1920/5/15,p10,ChineseTimes]

36

1923, Nov 16

“Re: the application of Chung Nye and Yuen Ching for repairs to roadway and
sidewalk adjoining corner of Royal Avenue and 11th Street — this matter has
received attention. ADOPTED”

36
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Chung Nye’s Support for the Constitutional Reform Association (& &) in New Westminster
When the Reform movement in China failed in 1898, Kang Yu Wei (55 /) left Beijing
(Peking) on Sep 20th. Kang went to Hong Kong and Japan prior to visiting Canada in 1899.

According to on line records of Immigrants from China (1885-1949), Kang Yu Wei (A &)
age 42, landed in Victoria as a diplomat on April 12, 1899 via M.V. Igumi Maru. His secretary
Li Tang, age 27, accompanied him %. Kang recruited supporters for the Reform movement and
set up Chinese Empire Reform Societies 17 &k A 0E £ A E(NE T RES | ).

A day after Kang left Beijing, his student Leong Kia Chew (ZZ£Ei#H) sought refuge in the
Japanese Embassy. Leong landed in Japan on October 16, 1898 where he lived in exile until
November 1911. On February 20, 1903, Leong embarked on his trip to North American.
Canadian record of Immigrants from China (1885-1949) showed that Leong Kia Chew, Wong
Wai Chee (=), Pow Chee (fif1f), Pow Man Cheong (fif1=2 £ ?) arrived in Victoria as
tourists on March 4, 1903 %*. Leong, age 30, boarded the Empress of India from Yohohama. His
companions began their trip in Hong Kong. Wong (age 24) and Pow Man Cheong (age 17) were
born in Yohohama. Pow Chee (age 46) was a native of Hung San County (&LL). He came from
the same county as Dr. Sun Yet San (f&3%&A1ll).
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7/ ;/// a/‘% 3 PrTa > 5 " 7 §‘ £ 5 o e ' vé L“ . . ;
//3/( 7,;?//7/4 b L’} 4»1-.",&«/ b ¢ "/"t . 7] r‘l o “!'\“ oo i /7 3 1§ ;J
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The influential scholar Leong Kia Chew was eagerly welcomed by Chinese communities all
across America. A native of Cha Hung Village (F5#if5) in Senwey County (#r&rf4), Leung
shared a special bond with the Senwey pioneers. They turned out in droves to lend him support.
If Chung Nye did not join the Chinese Empire Reform Society when Kang Yu Wei visited in
1899, he would certainly have signed up by 1903.

Chung Nye’s support for Leong continued after 1911. When Leong founded the Constitution
Reform Association (4[] < F &F Ei %), Chung Nye was named honourary Chair of the
Canadian Branch (H1 [ (< = F R EZE 12 AT #4428 447) in 1919. His fellow clansmen in
New West, #%3% (Chong Yin?), #%4C 58 (Chong Gae Ding?), % c# (Chong Yun Li?), j&#E
(Chong Shek Dow?), %32 (Chong Mei?), #% (Chong You) were all members of the board **.
Chung Nye remained a member up to his passing in 1928 %°.

It was doubtful whether the Constitution Reform Association had any impact on the politics of
China. The relentless commitment to keep the Canadian Branch going as late as 1944 % may best
be considered an affirmation of Leong’s vision of a strong and democratic China, offering peace
and security to its people.

Chung Nye’s Funeral in New Westminster

Chung Nye died on November 14, 1928. None of his sons were in Canada at the time. News of
his passing was reported in the Chinese Times on November 15, page 3. k3% /\%. £HAY %,
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His obituary ran in the Chinese Times on November 19, page 3. & /\f S HI— 2.

o FIELEHGIHE
SIS « QA KRN R U3 F R RS « RARIERE - Ea— At
— O RS AN NS ~ (REAEERREE - B SR EEE 2 o Ik
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The British Columbian, New Westminster B.C. carried the obituary on November 20, 1928:
CHUNG NYE
Chung Nye, 1047 Royal Avenue, a Chinese merchant and contractor well known to
businessmen in this city and in Vancouver, died on November 14. He was 62 years of age
and lived in New Westminster for 40 years. The funeral service will be held on
Wednesday afternoon at 2 o’clock at the Chapel of S. Bowell & Son. The body will be
forwarded to China for burial.

The Chinese Times reported his funeral on November 22, page 3, *° as follows:

o R
TIRHE HR o ARSI - Y CREUEEE - FRIABR O E - Z2HTER
FFE BN L ~ TR A SRS B - EHEREHEEE - (HR%E - (O)LEEF - (2)
BRTE o (PO {ESCAREToT S « 2R8I « BEBATT 85518 - ON) BB Mt 45 L AT
IS~ (DMEEEEFR - (VEARERE - AEBERSH ~ BEEE - MNGE
FHE Y L EREEEE - KEBEERSAER - 2R - LEWNE - P e
WS~ MRERF BT AR - RS EE A - S HEFE - FITEAENE
%~ R REEERAZE - S TSEAESSER AL - ()RS -~ (HEREERERE - (+)
R e KA ~ (T )RFRE M B TR R A TR -

The funeral was attended by many dignitaries of the time, among them Won CumYou CE45H),
Leong Kong (32£5%), Charlie Suey (¥ ¥, F-3E1¢), and company representatives from canneries.

The family posted an appreciation note on page 2 of the Chinese Times *°, November 22 & 28.
TR EE AT EHIT - TARTS BIE IROREIEEESYE - 552
SRR A EE - NG CRE R ~ WEEREE ~ SEHPER © TR - S
i) TR FFHE NS
RE+EFE—HAH—H
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Courtesy of Bowell & Son, the author was most grateful for a copy of the funeral record of
Chung Nye:

FUNERAI_ RECORD AND LEDGER
m-—_._ﬂhlﬁh— _d‘-ﬂﬂ-ﬂ.—- o e

m T T

Fo Bt oty o o n, | 230 3= Fo T Rlad [ ,m L™

Place of Death: 1047 Royal Ave,
Cause of death: Cancer -

Died: Nov. 14, 1928 L AL 1 o]
Age: 62 (year of birth ~1864) s 7 7 e e e | i
Where Born: China Al B T s i) T |
Occupation: Merchant & contractor :"__‘*j;-;-h g e O [
Residence: 1047 Royal Ave :—_:_-_ - - ]
Where Buried: China _ é i s t
Physician: Geo. E. Drew = s, el s prr T4 ey
The funeral cost was $455.00 e -

The Will of Chung Nye
December 10, 1928 the Chinese Time reported on page 13, a B.C. Supreme Court decision on
December 8, validating Chung Nye’s will and awarded his estate of $24,193 to Nye’s eldest son
Chiang Shao Hsien **
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The file was kept under Probate Record of New Westminster
B.C. Supreme Court - 1881-1943 (GR-1422) ord:

Call Number: GR-1422 is Result # 1

B09624 Chung. Nye 3290/1928

B09624 Chung. King Ho 3290/1928

Chung Nye’s Elder son On Whei (&%, 1895-1974) , Visited New West in 1922 & 1928

Born in 1895, On Whei was known by his school name Chiang Shao Hsien j%2H&. His career
took him across the Pacific Ocean several times between China and the Americas. After his
graduation from Tien Jing University (K&K £2), he attended a private business college in the
USA. He earned a Diploma in Business Training from the Polytechnic Business College in
Oakland California on April 16, 1924. During his stay in US, he visited his father Chung Nye in
December, 1922.

The Chinese Times reported * that the Constitution
Reform Association held a banquet in honour of two
visitors from China. One of them was Chiang Shao
Hsien, a recent university graduate from Peking. He was
visiting his father Chung Nye in New Westminster.
Shao Hsien gave a dinner speech on his eye witness
account of political upheavals in China. It was well
received. The family picture in this article was taken at
the time.
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Chiang Shao Hsien returned to China after graduation. While serving the modernization of his
country, Shao Hsien maintained close ties with his father and brother Chong Ding You in New
Westminster. The Chinese Times reported on March 27, 1927, a car accident involving a party of
three returning from a fund raising drive in Chilliwack B.C. The drive was to raise money for the
building of a school in Sun Woy County. Chiang Shao Hsien suffered a minor cut on his hand
when the car rolled into a ditch **

Upon learning the death of Leong Kia Chew on January 19, 1929, the Chinese Times published
memorial tributes offered by members of the Constitution Reform Association in Vancouver. An
eulogy by Chiang Shao Hsien was quoted on page 11 of the April 29 edition *
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Translated:
“From ten thousand miles away, the sad obituary came; Who would have thought that our face to
face encounter in Peking seven years ago, Turned out to be an everlasting memory?

Draped as a kin, we shared a teacher to student bond; Your teachings and lofty publications
stacking tall, Shall forever be echoed by followers to come.”
--- Chiang Shao Hsien

Chiang Shao Hsien maintained ties with the Chinese community and provided news from China.
In a letter he wrote to his brother On Kui, he shared the joy of progress achieved when
construction of a 200-mile long railway was completed. It connected Hang Chow and Lang Kai
County in Jie Jiang Province. He also negotiated a $7 million loan from Shanghai banks to fund a
155-mile rail extension to Yue San County in Jiang She Province. He was pleased to witness all
the progress. He forwarded to his brother, a list of investment projects open to overseas Chinese
in Jie Jiang Province.

The Chinese Times published Chiang Shao Hsien’s letter on March 1, 1933, Page 10 *°:
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Shao Hsien continued his accountant career during the war. Reporting to Jung Yeon Pu (B4&H),
he served as controller for the Chinese Army Corp of Engineers. The Corp constructed an airport
in the mountainous Yun Nam Province to allow air lifting of supplies to China. A plan to link
Yun Nam Province to Siam by rail CE4fi#%%) started in 1938. The Corp designed and laid the
grounds for the Chinese portion for an 886 km railway. It was sadly abandoned when Japanese
invaded Siam in 1939.

Chiang Shao Hsien went to Hong Kong in 1950. He left for Cuba in 1952 to join his son Luis
Chiong. In 1960 Luis fled Castro’s Cuba to Florida with only US$5 in his pocket. He got a job at
Trader Vic the next day. Right away, he sent for his father in Cuba. Shao Hsien left Cuba with
the US$5 allowed. He soon accepted a job as secretary-custodian for the Los Angeles Kong
Chow Benevolent Association at 931 N. Broadway.

Chiang Shao Hsien passed away at age 79, on June 2, 1974. He was laid to rest at the Los
Angeles Chinese Cemetery.

Arrival of Chung Nye’s Son Ching Ding Yow (% ] 5 1897 — 1978), May 15, 1910
Chung Nye’s third son, Chong Ding Yow, arrived in Vancouver on the Empress of China from

Hong Kong on May 15, 1910. He was exempted from the $500 Head Tax because the 14 year old

was a merchant’s son. The name was recorded as Ching Ding Yow .

8941 .00 O A : :
27 :ac,,a.;;,./;f,..»\ . v6 g2 87 WM . Sk ity K o,

Ding Yow, whose married name was Chong On Kiu (3% T 75, F=%#l) graduated from High
School in New Westminster. He later moved to Vancouver and became a career journalist for the
Chinese Times (A %/ #;). He retired as general manager on April 1, 1958.

Chong On Kiu was fluent in both Chinese and English. He was recognized among North
American literary circles for his lyrics and couplets. A tribute to Ding You’s talent was evident in
a poem by Ho Choy Yee (fil&z4) *":
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--- The Chinese Times, page 5, July 9, 1956

Chong On Kiu was a committed member of the Vancouver Chinese Freemason. As the

Conference Chair of the 3™ Pan-America Freemason Party of China, he took responsibility for
hosting delegates during their stay in Vancouver in January 1950.
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Predeceased by his son Doy Hon (§%{%/%), Chong Ding Yow passed away at the Vancouver
General Hospital on January 22, 1978 at age 83. He was survived by his wife and nephews *

Arrival of Chung Nye’s Second wife Mock Shee and her Son on July 28, 1915

Chung Nye’s second wife Mock Shee (5£EX,) and his forth son, Chong Moo Kee (§%)% ) arrived
on the S.S. Axion in Vancouver on July 28, 1915 *°. As merchant’s wife and son, both were
exempted from the Head Tax. Mock Shee, age 36, came from Sun Woy City (&), her son
Moo Kee was age 13. Sadly, Moo Kee passed away at an early age. No record survived on the
where abouts of Moo Kee and his mom.

Chung Nye’s Nephew On Shun (#Z3lF, % 17, aka Chong Quong, 1891- 1972)
Nephew On Shun was known by the name Chong Quong. He came at ‘
age 12 to stay with Chung Nye in 1903. He became the Chinese boss
at age 18. Chong Quong was well known in the canning industry. He
held contracts along the Fraser River and up the B.C. Coast. His son
Danny Chung (i%Z%%) held contract with the Port Edward Cannery
of Nelson Brothers until 1959. Chong Quong’s younger son, Wayne
Horne Chong (ji%2%;%) retired from the Canadian Fishing Company’s
Home Plant at the Foot of Gore Ave in Vancouver.

Chong Quong passed away at age 81 on July 11, 1972. He was laid to
rest at the Forrest Lawn Cemetery in Burnaby B.C. *.

Photo: Chong Quong next to a bailful of salmon and holding a 30
pound Spring salmon in each hand. This photo was kindly provided by Dr. Brian Ho.

Chung Nye’s Nephew On Wey (aka Charles On Wey Chong, #&%7& , 1894-1968)

Nephew On Wey also stayed with Chung Nye in New Westminster in the 1920s. He was a
member of the cannery clan. The Vancouver Gee Gong Tong (ZE 1%/ &) acknowledged
donations received from the cannery crew of On Wey and ESH (Kwong Tien) on November 19,
1930 “*. On Wey move to New York in the 1930s and later worked as a bar tender in Washington
D.C. He retired in Los Angeles. In 1963, three generations of the On Wey family were finally re-
united when his wife Kwong Shee ([ {12€), son Shek Wan (% f712) and family landed in Los
Angeles on February 28. On Wey passed away at age 74 in 1968. He was laid to rest at the Los
Angeles Chinese Cemetery.

National Identity versus Cultural Affinity

The story of a family photo taken 90 years ago unfolded in different directions, as each of the
four young men took divergent paths. Wherever their destiny led them, each took their career
seriously. They contributed to the community they lived in.

Even though New Westminster did not acknowledge them during their time, Chung Nye, On Kiu,
On Shun, and On Wey accepted the dichotomy of their Canadian identity without compromising
their Chinese cultural affinity.

This dichotomy should not invoke the question of divided loyalty. National identity is a
commitment to where one lives, and make contributes to. Cultural affinity is an expression of the
life style one prefers to live. Where one lives and how one lives, are two distinct issues. They do
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not have to be congruent. Most Chinese pioneers would incorporate a part European, part First
Nations, and part Chinese life style. Their cultural affinity may broaden with time, but Canada
was their home, even though they have to wait until 1949 before they were recognized.

The colonial imperative of the day would not allow for such distinction. After the Head Tax, the
Chinese Exclusion Act was imposed on July 1, 1923, thus closing all doors to Chinese
immigrants. Little did the province and the Dominion realize that they too have closed the door to
potential growth opportunities.

Discrimination not only deprived financial rewards to Chinese workers but it taxed the
discriminator in productivity gains. New Westminster suffered a population outflow. The
opportunity cost of discrimination, expressed as impeded economic growth to the discriminator,
is seldom acknowledged.

Conclusion

The story of Chung Nye and his family was by no means unique for men of Chinese descend in
British Columbia. They struggled and worked hard so that their family in China could have a
better life. Impediments, one after another, were imposed against them. Trade unions, civic
authorities, provincial and federal governments all conspired to exclude the Chinese pioneers.
Lobbyists did not hesitate, however, to reap benefits from the wealth created by the value added
labour of Chinese pioneers.

Chung Nye and his peers met each challenge. They not only survived hardships but brought with
them ethics, humanity, reciprocity, family value, and the commitment to build a better home in
Canada.

They helped each other in times of need and cared for those who were less fortunate. They
organized benevolent societies, contributed to a departure fee of $4 for each home trip they made.
The money was to pay for shipping home, the remains of those who died in a foreign land.

When the dichotomy of national identity and cultural affinity is fully appreciated as non-
congruent, the Chapter of our Chinese pioneers and their way of life at the forefront of Canada’s
nationhood will flourish. Their founding role in British Columbia and their participation in our
nation building must not be left blank in Canadian history.
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