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One Block of Chinatown, 1891
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Excerpt from Victoria, British Columbia [Fire Insurance Plans], 1891. UVic Libraries’

W Unijversity I Historical Cartographic Collections: http://library.uvic.ca/dig/VictoriaFirePlans.html
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http://library.uvic.ca/dig/VictoriaFirePlans.html
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Victoria’s Chinese Consolidated
Benevolent Association

 Founded 1884
 First such organization in Canada

« Sole representative for Chinese interests
until 1908

o Still In existence
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Timeline

« 1872 BC excludes Chinese from Provincial franchise
« 1873 Victoria bans Chinese from Voting

« 1873 Victoria’s Anti Chinese Society founded

e 1876 Chinese excluded from municipal voting in BC

« 1878 Victoria Working Man’s Protective Association
founded.

« 1878 Victoria requires “licensing fees” of $10
guarterly required for every Chinese person in BC.
Struck down by Federal Government in that year.

« 1878 “Chinese Tax Act” adopted in BC

« 1884 BC passes “Act to Prevent the Immigration of
Chinese”. In force with amendments until 1908.

1885 Electoral Franchise Act excludes Chinese in
definition of ‘persons’

« 1885 Chinese Immigration Act sets $50 “head tax”
« 1900 Head Tax raised to $100 and 1903 set at $500
W unidedidd Immigration ban in effect until 1947

O of Victoria | HPraries




The Victoria Context

Workingmen's Protective Association (B.C.).
Constitution, by-laws and rules of order of the
Workingmen's Protective Association. Victoria,
B.C.? : s.n., 187/8.
http://www.archive.org/details/cihm_16504.

Constitution, by-laws and rules of order of the Workingmen's Protective Association, 1978. Canadian Institute for Historica
Microre production (CIHM) No. 16504.
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Chinese population in Victoria 1880s & who they were

« 1884 - “List of numbers and occupations of Chinese

In British Columbia.” University of Victoria Libraries Digital
Collections. http://library.uvic.ca/dig/Chinese-Canadian.html

M Business people
H Married Woman
m Store employees
B Boot makers
B Vegetable gardener
m Cooks/ servants
B Washer man
= New arrivals
Farmers and other labours

M Boys between 12 & 17

= Others
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http://contentdm.library.uvic.ca/cdm/compoundobject/collection/collection2/id/91
http://contentdm.library.uvic.ca/cdm/compoundobject/collection/collection2/id/91
http://library.uvic.ca/dig/Chinese-Canadian.html
http://library.uvic.ca/dig/Chinese-Canadian.html
http://library.uvic.ca/dig/Chinese-Canadian.html

Chinese population in Victoria 1992

« 1886 - “Draft letter to Chinese Ambassador to England concerning
the immigration law applied to the Chinese.” University of Victoria
Libraries Digital Collections.

« 1922-“Chinese population and their occupations in Victoria.”
University of Victoria Libraries Digital Collections.

H Male Workers

B Female Workers

m Business People (Male)

M Business People (female)

m Students (male)

m Students (female)
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http://contentdm.library.uvic.ca/cdm/singleitem/collection/collection2/id/35/rec/4
http://contentdm.library.uvic.ca/cdm/singleitem/collection/collection2/id/35/rec/4
http://contentdm.library.uvic.ca/cdm/compoundobject/collection/collection2/id/76/rec/7

Context in China

 Before 1860
» Self-Strengthening Movement y£45123)]
 |n 1870s, established consulates in North America

“Writing on the Draft Regulations of Granting Ranks to
Encourage Overseas Chinese’s Investment from the
Ministry of Agriculture, Industry and Business % 1.3 #iZ=
TEAE Fe T H SO B 5L FE R YT,” in New Laws and
Regulations at the Emperor Guang Xu’s Reign A /& t4%
B4, ed. The Commercial Press (Shanghai : Shang
wu yin shu guan, 1909), vol. 16, 49.
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Establishing CCBA

1884 Letter from Huang Junquan (%)% regarding to the
establishment of CCBA

Mar., 1884 “Bulletin inviting contributions to the Association” University
of Victoria Libraries Digital Collections

July 1884 “CCBA Constitution.” University of Victoria Libraries Digital
Collections.

Aug., 1884 “The official incorporation of the Association.” University of
Victoria Libraries Digital Collections.
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http://contentdm.library.uvic.ca/cdm/singleitem/collection/collection2/id/2/rec/5
http://contentdm.library.uvic.ca/cdm/compoundobject/collection/collection2/id/14
http://contentdm.library.uvic.ca/cdm/compoundobject/collection/collection2/id/47
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Objectives of CCBA
Objectives — CCBA Constitution Objectives — registration in local authority

1. to promote inter-relationships among

the Chinese communities 1. The translation into the Chinese
language and advertisements of the
2. to carry out relief aids and social Laws of the Country which most
welfare to solve disputes mainly concern them and of which
they are ignorant.
3. to assist the sick and poor 2. Affording assistance to the officers of
this Government in detecting crime.
4. to eliminate internal troubles 3. Assisting members of the Association
who may be in distressed
5. to fight against foreign oppression circumstances through sickness, old
“RtAE A age...

4. For... paying the passage of any sick
infirm or poor Chinese to return to
China.

5. The settling disputes between
members ...
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Activities of CCBA

* Protest against discrimination
« Community building & leadership

* Donations to Chinese government and
Chinese charitable organizations
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Protest against discrimination
Head Tax - activities

1886 draft letter to the Chinese Ambassador to England
1889 draft letter to the Chinese Ambassador to England
1897 Letter to the Chinese Ambassador to England
1899 Letter to Chinese Foreign Minister

1900 Letter to the Chinese Government
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Protest against discrimination
- response from China

1884 — 1891 Three letters from Huang Zunxian (&
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1900 Account of the diplomatic protest made by the

Chinese Ambassador to England (%5
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http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/274384/Huang-Zunxian
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/274384/Huang-Zunxian

1905 Anti-American movement in

Canton Province

Din, Yo. | X.. “Anti-American Movement in Canton

A

Province in 1905. 19054) 7K [k 3<iz3)).” In
Historical Documents 1840-1949 47/ & %/,
edited by the History Research Institute, China
Academy of Social Sciences, vol.5. 9-52. Peking:

Ke Xue Chu Ban She, 1958.
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Schools & Segregation

That ase fer ss poeeible, the Englieh langusge only be
gpoken at all schools and perticularly on the playgrounde.

- 8

3+ We are informed,and verily believe that 86% of the Chinese children are
Oanedi=an born,end meny of them are children of parents who themselves are
Canadian born,and are therefore Canadian subjeots,and,as such,they should,
in accordance with the fundamental principles of ﬁuilﬁing up the Uenadisn
Nation,be given every opportunity to leern Canadiasn Customs and Langusage,
and thla can best be done by intermingling,

The Chinese Canadian Club,
The Chinese Chamber of Commerce,
and
Tohe Cbhbinese Consolideted Benevolent Ass'n.,

Gentlemén:-

In reply to petition signed by the Chinese
Cenadian Club, the Chinese Chamber of Commerce snd the
Chinece Consolidated Bemevolent Aesociation, protesting
againet the segregation of chinece children in the public
echboole, I beg to state that the Board of Sechool Tructees
of Victoria ie convinced that the best edncational in-
tereste of the chinese pupile demsnd that they be seg-
regated up to the Senior Fourth grades. '

Excerpts from 1. “Policy of segregation adopted by the School board. 2. “Petition to the Board of School Trustees”. 3. “Letter from the Board of

Universit I
y Libraries School Trustees, Victoria B.C. in reply to petitions. (1922).
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CCBA'’s Donations to China

Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association.

CCBA's Contributions.” University of Victoria Libraries Digital
Collections.
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http://contentdm.library.uvic.ca/cdm/search/collection/collection2/searchterm/fundraising/field/all/mode/all/conn/and/cosuppress/

Future Plans & Acquisitions

« Additional digitization & translation
« CCBA correspondence
* Leave permits
« Donation records
* New Acquisitions
 Hung Lee fonds
« Harling Point Cemetery records
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Thank You

« Chinatown Bibliography: http://goo.gl/sa3I5
« CCBAFonds @ UVC Archives:
http://library.uvic.ca/dig/Chinese-Canadian.html

 British Colonist 1858 — 1910:
http://www.britishcolonist.ca/

Contact Us:

Tina Bebbington |
Ying Liu |
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http://goo.gl/sa3l5
http://library.uvic.ca/dig/Chinese-Canadian.html
http://library.uvic.ca/dig/Chinese-Canadian.html
http://library.uvic.ca/dig/Chinese-Canadian.html
http://www.britishcolonist.ca/



