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F I N D I N G S

Many of the surveyed PLHIV are unstably housed, and experience
food insecurity, violence, drug use and incarceration  
These factors affect a greater proportion of Women Living with 
 HIV (WLHIV) compared to Men Living with HIV (MLHIV)
WLHIV were significantly less likely than men to have a strong
sense of neighbourhood cohesion 
WLHIV who report being less stably housed and experience more
HIV stigma have lower neighbourhood cohesion

QUICK FACT!
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B A C K G R O U N D  A N D  M E T H O D

The study looked at the relationship between
HIV-related stigma, living conditions, and
neighbourhood cohesion of People Living with
HIV (PLHIV)�
In particular, gender plays an important role in
the quality of life and medical access among
WLHIV�
Between 2007 and 2010, 1,000 PLHIV enrolled in
the BC Drug Treatment Program were surveyed
on many issues including food security, housing
stability and HIV-related discrimination�
All data collected were analysed to measure
neighborhood cohesion, which is one’s sense of
belonging in their community
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 W H A T  N O W ?  

Reducing HIV-related stigma in the community could
enhance neighbourhood cohesion, which could help
improve access to health services and safer social
spaces
Availability of safer housing will improve the
neighbourhood cohesion and health of PLHIV
In order to improve HIV-related  care for women,
awareness needs to be raised to help breakdown the
gendered barriers to stable housing and increase
access to women-centered care  


