
The Mountain Hemlock Zone of British Columbia

Summary
This report describes in some detail both non-forested and

forested ecosystems of the Mountain Hemlock (MH) zone of

British Columbia. It is one of 14 technical reports intended to

provide a comprehensive account of biogeoclimatic ecosystem

classification (BEC) as well as some management implications

for each zone in the province. These 14 zonal reports should

fill the gap between the general description given in

"Ecosystems of British Columbia" and the information on site

identification and interpretation given in regional field guides

and other research reports.

We present the vegetation, zonal, and site classification

developed from the data gathered over the past 20 years by

the Ecological Program Staff of the BC Forest Service

throughout the whole range of the MH zone. In addition to

classification, we included measures of plant diversity and

similarity for delineated units and information from recent

published and unpublished studies on forest dynamics, soil

nutrient availability, regeneration, productivity, and

dendrochronology carried out in the MH zone. Although this

report contains new data and information, we consider our

understanding of coastal subalpine ecosystems to be
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incomplete, as there are yet many questions for which there

are only speculative answers.

We combined, analyzed, synthesized, and interpreted all

available data on non-forested and forested coastal subalpine

ecosystems that were obtained using the standard methods of

sampling and analysis. The resulting classification thus

integrates several local classifications. Following a brief

description of methodology, we give an account of the

environment of the MH zone. The pivotal sections present

zonal, vegetation, and site classification. Each of the three

classifications features a synopsis, diagnostic tables and

description of delineated units. The following sections deal

with vegetation-environment relationships and silvicultural

implications.

We anticipate that this and subsequent reports (i) will provide

an adequate and up-to-date account on ecosystem

classification according to the BEC system and (ii) will be used

as tools for further systematic ecosystem studies, ecosystem

mapping, and implementation of ecosystem-specific

management.
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