
 1 

 June 15, 2008 

 

Appendix B “The Ceramic Classification” 

 
Pottery Analysis Variables, Cedar Mesa Project 

Appendix B (for Matson, Lipe, and Haase ) 
 

William D. Lipe 

 

The pottery types and categories recorded during the analysis of Cedar Mesa Project 

collections are listed in Table B.1, below.  These analyses were done in the 1970s for 

assemblages from these subprojects: Basic Quadrat Survey; Drainage Canyon Inventory 

and Collecting; Tree-ring and Architecture Study; and the 1972-1973 Testing Program.  

Classification of a few assemblages was not completed in the 1970s and was done later. 

 

The typological analysis of  Tusayan Gray Ware, Tusayan White Ware, and Tsegi Orange 

Ware was based on descriptions published in the Museum of Northern Arizona Ceramic 

Series (Colton 1955, 1956).  Terminology for Mesa Verde Gray Ware and Mesa Verde 

White Ware types evidently follows Rohn (1971a, 1971b).  It is likely that an early version 

of Breternitz et al. (1974) was available, either as an unpublished manuscript or as a 

publication, and that this was used to amplify the type descriptions in Rohn 1971a and 

1971b.  Abel (1955) was available to CMP staff, but does not appear to have been the 

source of  the Mesa Verde White and Gray Ware, or San Juan Red Ware types that were 

included in the basic coding form (Table B.1 below).  For example, Abel's Abajo B/G and 

LaPlata B/R are not included in the coding form.  Deadmans B/R is described in Colton 

(1956), as well as in Breternitz et al. (1974), but not in Abel (1955).  The coding form 

(Table B.1) also includes Middleton B/R, which is described by Colton (1956) but not by 

Breternitz et al. (1974) or Abel (1955).  

 

The CMP pottery classification also includes a number of descriptive categories as well as 

established types.  The descriptive categories were designed to cover examples that did not 

conform well to published type descriptions, as well as examples that were too incomplete 

to warrant assignment to a specific type.  

 

One of the problems with the CMP classification system is its failure to distinguish 

between McElmo B/W and Mesa Verde B/W.  In a general sense, this follows Rohn 

(1971a), who treated these as two varieties of Mesa Verde B/W.  In the CMP research, the 

failure to distinguish between these two varieties reflects Lipe's experience, gained on the 

Glen Canyon Project, that "classic" Mesa Verde B/W was quite rare in the western part of 

the Mesa Verde area, even in sites dating to the middle and late 1200s.  Studies done since 

the 1970s indicate that although the classic Mesa Verde B/W style does decline in 

frequency as one moves west through southeastern Utah, the distinction between McElmo 

and Mesa Verde styles remains a useful chronological indicator and would have been 

useful in the CMP research had it been applied.  
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Tables B.2 through B.7 show how the basic pottery classes of Table B.1 relate to the 

variables used in the several analyses presented in Chapter VII of Matson, Lipe and Haase 

1990.    
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Table B.1.  Pottery Types and Categories Used in the Standard Cedar    

Mesa Project Ceramic Coding Form.  
 (Form is entitled “Cedar Mesa Project Ceramic Tabulation Form”) 

 

(Some of the abbreviations have been spelled out for clarity) 

 

1. Lino B/G 

2. Kana-a B/W 

3. Black Mesa B/W 

4. Sosi B/W 

5. Dogoszhi B/W 

6. Flagstaff B/W 

7. Unid. Tus. W.W., Dec. [Decorated, i.e., painted] 

8. Unid. Tus. W.W., Undec. [Undecorated] 

9. Chapin B/W 

10. Piedra B/W 

11. Cortez B/W 

12. Mancos B/W 

13. M.V. B/W, Min. Pt. [Paint] 

14. M.V. B/W, Org. Pt. 

15. Unid. M.V.W.W., Dec., Cr. Rk. Temp. [Crushed Rock Temper] 

16. Unid. M.V.W.W., Dec., Shrd. Temp [Sherd Temper]  

17. Unid. M.V.W.W., Undec., Cr. Rk. Temp. 

18. Unid. M.V.W.W., Undec., Shrd. Temp. 

19. Medicine B/R 

20. Tusayan B/R 

21. Cameron Poly.  

22. Citadel Poly. 

23. Tusayan Poly. 

24. Unid. Tsegi O.W., Dec., Slpd. [Slipped] 

25. Unid. Tsegi O.W., Dec., Unslpd. [Unslipped] 

26. Unid. Tsegi O.W., Undec., Slpd. 

27. Unid. Tsegi O.W., Undec., Unslpd.   

28. Abajo R/O 

29. Abajo B/G 

30. Bluff B/R 

31. LaPlata B/R 

32. Deadman's B/R 

33. Middleton B/R 

34. Unid. S.J.R.W., Dec., Slpd. 

35. Unid. S.J.R.W., Dec., Unslpd. 

36. Unid. S.J.R.W., Undec., Slpd.  

37. Unid. S.J.R.W., Undec., Unslpd. 

38. Lino Gray--Rims 

39. Lino Gray--Body Shrds. 
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40. Lino Fugitive Red 

41. Kana-a Gray 

42. Coconino Gray 

43. O'Leary-Honani Tooled 

44. Medicine Gray 

45. Tusayan Corr. 

46. Moenkopi Corr. 

47. Kiet Siel Gray 

48. Corr., Qtz. Plus Other Temp. 

49. Chapin Gray, Rim Shrds. 

50. Chapin Gray, Body Shrds. 

51. Moccasin Gray 

52. Mummy Lake Gray 

53. Mancos Gray 

54. M.V. Corr., Mancos Var. 

55. M.V. Corr., M.V. Var. 

56. Unid. M.V. Gray Ware 

57. Unid. White Ware, Dec. 

58. Unid. White Ware, Undec. 

59. Unid. R or O Ware, Dec. [Red or Orange Ware]  

60. Unid. R or O Ware, Undec. 

61. Unid. Gray Ware, Dec.  

62. Unid. Gray Ware, Undec. 

63. Unid. Corr., Sherd Temp. 

64. Unid. Ware, Undec. 

65. Unid. Ware, Dec. 

66. Unid. Tusayan Corr. [Unid. Tusayan Gray Ware??] 
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Table B.2.  38 Variables Used in CMP Summary Tables (Appendix C)  in 

Matson, Lipe and Haase, 1990 
 

MLH Variable Original “Cedar Mesa Project Ceramic Tabulation 

Form” Categories 

 

1. Lino B/G    1. Lino B/G 

 

2. Kanaa B/W    2. Kana-a B/W 

 

3. Black Mesa    3. Black Mesa B/W 

  

4. Sosi B/W    4. Sosi B/W 

 

5. Dogos B/W    5. Dogoszhi B/W 

 

6. Flag B/W    6. Flagstaff B/W 

 

7. Tusyn WW Uni   7. Unid. Tus. W.W., Dec. 

      8. Unid. Tus. W.W., Undec. 

 

8. Chapn B/W    9. Chapin B/W 

 

9. Piedr B/W    10. Piedra B/W 

 

10. Cortz B/W    11. Cortez B/W 

 

11. Mancs B/W   12. Mancos B/W 

 

12. MV Min B/W   13. M.V. B/W, Min. Pt. (paint) 

 

13. MV Org B/W   14. M.V. B/W, Org. Pt. 

 

14. MV U WW Rk Tem  15. Unid. M.V.W.W., Dec., Cr. Rk. Temp. 

      17. Unid. M.V.W.W., Undec., Cr. Rk. Temp. 

 

15. MV U WW Shd Tm  16. Unid. M.V.W.W., Dec., Shrd. Temp. 

      18. Unid. M.V.W.W., Undec., Shrd. Temp. 

 

16. Medic B/R    19. Medicine B/R 

 

17. Tusyn B/R    20. Tusayan B/R 
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MLH Variable    Original Ceramic Tabulation Form Categories 

 

18. Kayn Polys    21. Cameron Poly.  

      22. Citadel Poly. 

      23. Tusayan Poly. 

 

19. Tsegi Slp    24. Unid. Tsegi O.W., Dec., Slpd. 

      26. Unid. Tsegi O.W., Undec., Slpd. 

 

20. Tsegi UnSlp   25. Unid. Tsegi O.W., Dec., Unslpd. 

      27. Unid. Tsegi O.W., Undec., Unslpd.   

 

21. Abajo R/O    28. Abajo R/O 

      29. Abajo B/G 

 

22. BLAP R/O    30. Bluff B/R 

      31. LaPlata B/R 

 

23. DeMid B/R    32. Deadman's B/R 

      33. Middleton B/R 

 

24. UnSJN RedWr   34. Unid. S.J.R.W., Dec., Slpd. 

      35. Unid. S.J.R.W., Dec., Unslpd. 

      36. Unid. S.J.R.W., Undec., Slpd.  

      37. Unid. S.J.R.W., Undec., Unslpd. 

 

25. Lino Rims    38. Lino Gray--Rims 

 

26. Lino Body    39. Lino Gray--Body Shrds. 

 

27. Kanaa Gray   41. Kana-a Gray 

 

28. ErKa Corr    42. Coconino Gray 

      43. O'Leary-Honani Tooled 

      44. Medicine Gray 

 

29. Tusyn Corr    45. Tusayan Corr. 

      46. Moenkopi Corr. 

 

30. QtzTm Corr   48. Corr., Qtz. Plus Other Temp. 

 

31. Chapn Rims   49. Chapin Gray, Rim Shrds. 

 

32. Chapn Body   50. Chapin Gray, Body Shrds. 
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MLH Variable    Original Ceramic Tabulation Form Categories 

 

33. ErMV Corr    51. Moccasin Gray 

      52. Mummy Lake Gray 

      53. Mancos Gray 

  

34. MVEr Corr   54. M.V. Corr., Mancos Var. 

      55. M.V. Corr., M.V. Var. 

 

35. WrOW Unid   57. Unid. White Ware, Dec. 

      58. Unid. White Ware, Undec. 

      59. Unid. R or O Ware, Dec. 

      60. Unid. R or O Ware, Undec. 

      61. Unid. Gray Ware, Dec.  

      65. Unid. Ware, Dec. 

 

36. UnDec Gray   56. Unid. M.V. Gray Ware 

      62. Unid. Gray Ware, Undec. 

      66. Unid. Tusayan Corr. [Unid. Tusayan G.W.??] 

 

37. Sherd Corr    63. Unid. Corr., Sherd Temp. 

 

38. UnDec Unid   64. Unid. Ware, Undec. 
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Table B.3.  Pottery Types Used in Overall Seriation and R Mode Analysis 

(Table VII - 1, MLH 1990) 
 

Seriation Type or Class  Number & Label,  Number in List of 

      Original Ceramic   38 Ceramic Variables 

      Coding Form   (MLH 1990) 

 

1. Black Mesa     3. Blk. Mesa B/W  3. 

 

2. Sosi + Dogoszhi   4. Sosi B/W    

      5. Dogoszhi B/W  4. & 5. 

 

3. Flagstaff    6. Flagstaff B/W  6. 

 

4. Cortez    11. Cortez B/W  10.  

 

5. Mancos    12. Mancos B/W  11. 

 

6. Mesa Verde, min. pigment  13. M.V. B/W,  

           Min. Pt.   12. 

 

7. Mesa Verde, organic pigment 14. M.V. B/W, 

            Org. Pt.   13. 

 

8. Medicine + Tusayan   19. Medicine B/R 

      20. Tusayan B/R  16. & 17. 

 

9. Cameron    21. Cameron Poly  18. (in part) 

 

10. Citadel    22. Citadel Poly  18. (in part) 

 

11. Tusayan    23. Tusayan Poly  18. (in part) 

 

12. Deadmans    32. Deadman's B/R  23. (in part) 

 

13. Middleton    33. Middleton B/R  23. (in part)   

 

 

14. Abajo + Bluff   29. Abajo R/O   21. (in part) 

      30. Bluff B/R   22. (in part)   
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Table B.4. Pottery Types Used in Tusayan [Kayenta] Seriation (Table 

VII - 1, MLH 1990) 
 

Seriation Type or Class  Number & Label,  Number in List of 

      Original Ceramic   38 Ceramic Variables 

      Coding Form   (MLH 1990) 

 

1. Black Mesa     3. Blk. Mesa B/W  3. 

 

2. Sosi + Dogoszhi   4. Sosi B/W    

      5. Dogoszhi B/W  4. & 5. 

 

3. Flagstaff    6. Flagstaff B/W  6. 

 

 

4. Medicine     19. Medicine B/R  16.  

 

5. Tusayan    20. Tusayan B/R  17. 

 

6. Cameron    21. Cameron Poly  18. (in part) 

 

7. Citadel + Tusayan   22. Citadel Poly  18. (in part) 

      23. Tusayan Poly  18. (in part) 
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Table B.5. Pottery Types Used in Mesa Verde Seriation (Table VII - 1,  

MLH 1990) 
 

Seriation Type or Class  Number & Label,  Number in List of 

      Original Ceramic   38 Ceramic Variables 

      Coding Form   (MLH 1990) 

 

1. Cortez    11. Cortez B/W  10.  

 

2. Mancos    12. Mancos B/W  11. 

 

3. Mesa Verde (both org. and  13. M.V. B/W,  Min. Pt. 12. 

 min. pigments)   14. M.V. B/W, Org. Pt. 13. 

 

 

4. Deadmans    32. Deadman's B/R  23. (in part) 

 

5. Middleton    33. Middleton B/R  23. (in part)   

 

6. Unid. San Juan R.W.  34. Unid. S.J.R.W., Dec., 24. 

      Slpd. 

      35. Unid. S.J.R.W/ Dec., 

      Unslpd. 

      36. Unid. S.J.R.W., Undec., 

      Slpd. 

      37. Unid. S.J.R.W., Undec., 

      Unslpd. 
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Table B.6.  Fourteen Decorated Types Used in Discriminant Analysis 

(Table VII - 13, MLH 1990; also Table 3.1 in Morton 2002) 
 

Seriation Type or Class  Number & Label,  Number in List of 

      Original Ceramic   38 Ceramic Variables 

      Coding Form   (MLH 1990) 

 

1. Black Mesa  B/W   3. Blk. Mesa B/W  3. 

 

2. Sosi B/W + Dogoszhi B/W   4. Sosi B/W    

      5. Dogoszhi B/W  4. & 5. 

 

3. Flagstaff B/W   6. Flagstaff B/W  6. 

 

4. Cortez    11. Cortez B/W  10.  

 

5. Mancos B/W   12. Mancos B/W  11. 

 

6. Mesa Verde B/W, min.   13. M.V. B/W, Min. Pt. 12. 

 pigment     

 

7. Mesa Verde B/W, organic   14. M.V. B/W, Org. Pt. 13. 

 pigment            

 

8. Medicine B/R + Tusayan B/R 19. Medicine B/R 

      20. Tusayan B/R  16. & 17. 

 

9. Cameron Polychrome  21. Cameron Poly  18. (in part) 

 

10. Citadel Polychrome  22. Citadel Poly  18. (in part) 

 

11. Tusayan Polychrome  23. Tusayan Poly  18. (in part) 

 

*12. Bluff R/O + Abajo R/O  30. Bluff B/R   22. (in part)  

      29. Abajo R/O   21. (in part) 

        

13. Deadmans B/R   32. Deadman's B/R  23. (in part) 

 

14. Middleton B/R   33. Middleton B/R  23. (in part)   

 

============= 

 

* Note different position of Abajo + Bluff here (in MLH 1990 Table VII - 13) than in list 

of pottery types used in seriation (MLH 1990 Table VII - 1).  Also, Bluff R/O should be 

Bluff B/R. 
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Table B.7.  *Sixteen Decorated Types or Ware Classes Used in 

Discriminant Analysis (Table VII - 13 in MLH 1990; also see Tables 3.1, 

B.1, and B.2 in Morton 2002) 
 

Seriation Type or Class  Number & Label,  Number in List of 

      Original Ceramic   38 Ceramic Variables 

      Coding Form   (MLH 1990) 

 

1. Black Mesa  B/W   3. Blk. Mesa B/W   3. 

 

2. Sosi B/W + Dogoszhi B/W   4. Sosi B/W    

      5. Dogoszhi B/W   4. & 5. 

 

3. Flagstaff B/W   6. Flagstaff B/W   6. 

 

4. Cortez B/W    11. Cortez B/W   10.  

 

5. Mancos B/W   12. Mancos B/W   11. 

 

6. Mesa Verde B/W, min.   13. M.V. B/W, Min. Pt.  12. 

 pigment     

 

7. Mesa Verde B/W, organic   14. M.V. B/W, Org. Pt.  13. 

 pigment            

 

8. Cameron Polychrome  21. Cameron Poly   18. (in part) 

 

9. Deadmans B/R   32. Deadman's B/R   23. (in part) 

 

10. Middleton B/R   33. Middleton B/R   23. (in part) 

  

11. Medicine B/R    19. Medicine B/R   6. 

      

12. Tusayan B/R   20. Tusayan B/R   17. 

 

13. Tusayan Polychrome +  23. Tusayan Poly   18. (in part) 

 Citadel Polychrome   22. Citadel Poly   18. (in part) 

 

14. Unidentified Mesa Verde  15. Unid. M.V.W.W.,   14. 

 White Ware, Crushed   Dec., Cr. Rk. Temp. 

 Rock Temper    17. Unid. M.V.W.W., 

      Undec., Cr. Rk. Temp. 
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Seriation Type or Class  Number & Label,  Number in List of 

      Original Ceramic   38 Ceramic Variables 

      Coding Form   (MLH 1990) 

 

15. Unidentified Mesa Verde  16. Unid. M.V.W.W.,   15. 

 White Ware, Sherd   Dec., Shrd. Temp. 

 Temper    18. Unid. M.V.W.W.,  

      Undec., Shrd. Temp. 

 

16. Unidentified San Juan  34. Unid. S.J.R.W.,    24. 

 Red Ware    Dec., Slpd. 

      35. Unid. S.J.R.W.,  

      Dec., Unslpd. 

      36. Unid. S.J.R.W., 

      Undec., Slpd.  

      37. Unid. S.J.R.W.,  

      Undec., Unslpd. 

       

============= 

 

*Note that the order of categories is somewhat different for the list of 16 types/ware 

classes used in discriminant analysis as opposed to the list of 14 decorated types used in 

this type of analysis. 
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