P

bc’s first nglish-chinese student newspaper

box 188, 6138 student union blvd.
vancouver bc v6t 2a5
www.perspectives.ubc.ca

e o

e

ol 09 ] issue 03




'

The BEST 56K Dial-Up Access Available

Also available:

Casual user package $8.00/Mth (min. 6 months) for up to 30 hours/mth

Introducing...

The world’s first Internet Life Style P

ADSL starting at $24.95/month

Full details on web site

rovider

igh Speed ADSL.  Dial-Up Web Hosting
#205 5679 Imperial Street Burnaby BC V5J 1G1
Tel 482-8238

Email info@infoserve.net
www.infoserve.net

| Our 8th anniversary - Infoserve is one of the pioneers in Internet services

B
SRR HRt Lk






Perspectives is a non-profit,
English-Chinese bilingual
student paper published
monthly during the
academic year. To be
considered for publication,
all letters and submissions
must be original,
unpublished work that
includes the name and
contact number of the
writier. All items received
become the property of
Perspectives and will not be
returned. Perspectives may
edit the content of items
selected for publication.
Articles may be submitted in
either English or Chinese to
our office in person, by mail
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Where's

my bus?!

Rowena Cua> english editor

>>The time: 7:15 p.m. The place: a bus stop near the corner of
Steveston Highway and No. 3 Road in Richmond. 7he destinasion:
a McDonald’s outlet on Alexandra Road. Shivering slightly in the
chilly evening wind, I pull out my I-don’t-go-anywhere-without-
it copy of the Bus and Skytrain Timertable and check the Saturday
schedule for 403 Vancouver. It tells me that the bus, the only one
servicing this area, should be here in ten minutes. Fifteen minutes
later, the 403 arrives five minutes late. No big deal, except it will
only go as far as Richmond Exchange, where I must carch a differ-
ent Vancouver-bound bus. By the time this tardy 403 pulls up to
Richmond Exchange, the connecting bus has already left without
me. Twenty more seemingly prolonged minutes elapse before an-
other bus lumbers within sight. This time it’s a 403 that will actu-
ally continue to Vancouver, but the damage has been done. [ am
going to be late for my meeting.

The tale of Translink tardiness I have recounted above
isby no means an isolated incident. I have no doubt fellow transit
passengers can readily attest that similar scenarios play out much
too often for our liking. A common sight in bus shelters are people
looking very annoyed and feeling rather exasperated, and who
can blame them?

1 will be the first to acknowledge that the transit system
has successfully implemented some welcome improvements since
the Greater Vancouver Regional District first acquired the reins in
1999. As one example, direct service betweenRichmond and UBC
used to comprise only three trips {rom Richmond to UBC in the
morning and an equal number from UBC to Richmond in the
afternoon. Since the beginning of this term, however, the 480
UBC/Richmond Exchange has been running once every half-hour
both ways. In the old days, 47 UBC buses invariably sagged under
the burden of overcrowding during peak morning hours.
Nowadays, a significant number of 43 UBC Express buses supple-
ment service to UBC along West 415t Avenue. These changes have
not escaped notice, and Translink’s efforts have not gone
unappreciated. Although transit riders were asked to shoulder a
fare increase, some of that money has evidently been put to good
use.

Despite my relatively generous praise, 1 still have one
bone to pick with Translink. It concerns dependability. There are
possibly many reasons your bus fails to appear on time. It can be
delayed by everything from the lack of an available vehicle 15 un
forcseen wafhc conditions. One would expect that with valuable
lessons learned from years of experience, our local transit system
should be capable of devising ways to circumvent these obstacles
to punctuality. If steps are nat raken to effectively address the
need for reliability, then rhe public cannot be justifiably repri-
manded for continuing to choose greenhouse-unfriendly car travel
over environment-friendly public transit.
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>>Imagme openlng your eyes to a serene beach in the South Pacxflc

A soothing warm breeze washes over as you
sigh and let your knotted muscles loosen.
The clear

skies gleam a soft cerulean and

Beeeeeeep!

You jump from your founge chair upon hearing the digitized rendition
of Bach's Minuet coming from your cell phone. Picking it up, you hear
your friend frantically reminding you about the 1500-word essay that
you forgot to hand in before leaving Vancouver. But you are calm.
Quickly, you take out your sleek new handheld computer—complete
with wireless web access—and complete the research for the paper
within minutes. You begin furiously writing your psychoanalysis of Plato.
Only a few hours later, you send the finished copy via the wireless
modem with two hours to spare.
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The Death of the Cell Phone

Most profs don’t accept papers by e-mail yet. They
have to be, well, on paper. But the day when you can hand
in assignments while sipping a frosty glass of papaya juice
under a palm tree in Maui is coming soon. Developers plan
to combine the mobility of the cell phone with the func-
tionality of computers: small portable computers the size
of current handheld PDAs (personal digital assistants, com-
monly called “palms”) with wireless Interner access will re-
place bulky laptops in the foreseeable future.

This mobile revolution has already begun: cell
phones are not just phones anymore. Many cell phones are
already web capable; cell phone-maker Ericsson is about to
place 1ts O model on the market, complete with “flip
open” scrccn for web surfing. Mini-keyboard add-ons are
walla’ble for some models, in anticipation of wircless
\Vordprocesslng Moblle commerce SPCC[allSt Tclevend has
developed technology to let customers buy pop from vend-
ing machines by paying through their cell phones.

Glenayre has introduced an online messaging mod-

ule for PDAs, allowing instant messaging between users.
The Rim Blackberry, with its small keypad, can send and
receive e-mails, make stock trades, and check news, weather,
and sports, and even char with friends. Optional full-size
keyboards for PDAs make it easier for users to inpur data,
and wireless Internet access for PDAs is available in other
countries already.

Alien Abduction? Check your GPS

Millions of kilometers of long wires crawling all
over the globe would not be a pretty sight. As demand for
mobile telecommunications increased, corporations started
unplugging telecommunications. The latest wireless tech-
nology can transmit phone calls through air and into space,
then back down through the atmosphere. How is this done?
Telecom corporations use low-orbiting satellites that are
able to direct data, like your friend’s voice, to almost wher-
ever you are on the planet. Next time you talk on a cell
phone, listen for weird sounds: they just might be from
aliens.

If bright lights surround you, try checking your GPS
unir. Wireless technology cuables GPS (Global Position-
ing System) units to interface with satellites so that users
can pinpoint their current position on the planct, accurate
within metres. GPS units, integrated with electronic maps
and traffic updates, can help drivers navigate the roads more
efficiently. Pro-hikers are already using handheld GPS units
to prevent getting lost in the wilderness. If you suspect

you've been abducted, check your handheld GPS device.

Tell us Mobility

How many times have you heard somebody’s cell
phone ringing in class? Has anyone who was too busy talk-
ing on the phone bumped into you? Have you noticed cel-
lular phones with glowing keypads, flashing censors, and
frilly strings? It seems that cell phones are so popular that
they have become a “necessity” to the point g
that chere is cell phone fashion. As cell
phones, computers, and PDAs merge,
many Of us arc very Cxcited on how mo-
bile we will be. There’s no need to go
home, go to school or work, go shopping, E
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or even meet friends with integrated wireless technology. What's o1 @ E 5
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left to do? .
Physical human interaction is often not necessary to carry learn japangse... L
out daily tasks in this wireless age. While pulling people together, < N B .
the mobility lets people stay apart. One of the most common ques- o %E:ﬁ‘é%ég% ifé?&%ﬁﬁ;
tions posed to someone answering a cell phone is “where are you?” ;

Wireless devices mean communication is no longer geographically- : Ha s
specific; phoning someone doesn’t have to mean phoning their home i :
or office anymore. Staying connected can mean being within reach
of your loved ones 24 hours a day, or it can never really leaving the
office, even though you may have never been there before.

A s x etk

ence japanese cliture

Personal time and space are invaded by connectedness. Once
you go wireless, turning your cell phone off can be offensive. The
expectation of being able to reach you at all times means frustra-
tion when your voice mail answers, or worse, when the recorded
“user is not available” message answers. Getting a cell phone but
not getting calls can be another problem: ring, dammig, ring.

As we rave abour latest wireless technology, do we think
about what we give up ro be wireless? Or maybe the more wireless
we get, the more wired we really are. The scenario in Maui might
be illustrating how wireless technology imprisons us. not the other
way around.

Reflect on what markerers tell us about mobility before run-
ning to buy the next new dog of a wireless device << }f{'{}(-%]}ﬁ& B R

beginner, inlermediate, and advacnced courses offered

wireless communication
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We edit all types of
written work such as:

business plans, essays,
letters, manuals, reports,
research papers, websites.

BERE R BRSSO AR SRR - occurs at these three levels:
Kroekers « B] B » G R AITE iR — 1. Sentence level: capitalization, grammar, choice of words, punctuation,

and spelling errors are corrected at this point
Y RRAE B BASIHE o ARIR BB ADHIRE " '
% RSt - MRIMERFIRET - ADHKE | 5 Paragraph level: transitions, coherence, flow, and unity are looked at

SCIMBBRRER | 2+ KZMREAISIRRBEE - 7.8 | carefully so appropriate changes can be made.
KRG RESENSENENaAE - 3. Document level: the whole piece is analyzed to improve clarity,

e R SR R — A S A AR s - g || CONSIStency, and readability. ..
— BRI ERE ? < yﬁw"P r()f; com
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Ourselves

>»-A man and a woman go out for dinner and thena
movie. They enjoy the comedy over a mega-sized cola.
She becomes unusuaily sleepy by the end of the movie,
and they return to her dorm. He seems to be a cool
guy, but she just wants to sleep so she doesn™ invite
him in. But he insists on coming in for coffee. Out of
politeness, she lets him in. He suddenly pins her to
the couch and rapes her.
We have recently heard a mix of rumors and
reports about sexual assaults happening to our peers.
Public awareness of the situation may be increasing,

bt are we clear abour the situaion?

Someone You Know

Sexual assault extends to other behavior. Ac-
cording 1o Women Against Violence Against Women
(WAVAW), an organization offering support for
women survivors of violence, it encompasses any un-
welcome kissing, touching and grabbing, In the Safery
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(available at the Women Students’ Office in Brock
cquaintance sexual assault is “non-consensual s .:
or between adults who know each other. It does
ve to be violent or result in physical injury to qualify
1al assault.”

A 1995 studene safety survey found that students
ost threatened at the SUB (Student Union
ng). Other locations identified included residences,
es, the bus loop, and B-lot (parking). But accord-

the Safety Guide, women students are at risk of
al violence and sexxual assault in private settings with
hey know, more than if they are in public places
> strangers. The Statistics Canada Violence Against
-n Survey found that 90% of sexual assault victims
were attacked by someone known to them. Ac-
ance sexual assault seems to occur most frequendy
o university-age students compared to other age
s: 40% of incidents involve women berween the
F18 and 24, spurred by alcohol and drugs, misin-

ed signals, and unjustified assumptions.

ks, Drugs, and Safety

Recent news about date rape drugs (such as the
sus Rohypnol, commonly called “roofies”) at UBC
| to justified concerns about the safety of women at
Laurie Minuk, counselor and advisor at the WSO,
ts that we should be concerned, but “not to the
of being alarmist.”

Reports have focused on date rape drugs being
| in alcoholic beverages in bars, like the Pit ac the
Minuk points out that excess alcohol alone can be
h to facilitate sexual assaules. Drugs can be put into
everages, like smoothies, pop, and bubble tea. The
rategy is to watch your drink, and discard it if you've
anattended.

empowering

Sexual assault is about more than sex. It is abourt
he viclence symbolizes; it is a desperate means of
g power and dominance over another. Preventing
| assault means empowering oneself through
edge.

The WSO offers Safer Campus Workshops like
 Turned Out The Lights’" that introduces issues of
1al safety on campus, and “Sex, Dating and All That
aises awareness on acquaintance sem1l assault. “Its
ctive responsibility,” Minuk states. “Both genders
d look after each other.”

Campus Security and the University RCMP have
| forces to offer Rape Aggression Defence (RAD)
ng, which teaches practical self-defence rechniques

rategies for women.<<
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¥ Please some-
body help!!!!

UBC Student Health Services 822-7011

UBC Sexual Assaultflnfprmation Line
82"2’-9090 (regorded informatior)

iUBc Counselllng sgrvlces 822-3811
Speakeasy student counseilng 822-3700
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Have something to say?

IR ~ BFRERER - BREFR?

Share your experiences, feelings, and/or opinions
of any kind ONLINE!
Visit our website at: www.perspectives.ubc.ca
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#81k: www.perspectives.ubc.ca

éwesﬂ@sm.@q

owned & operated by D
your student soclety

Who do you want to be today?

@;@: |

- Race car driver .
» Rock star

» Tennis Pro

» Martial arts master*

g

INDULGE YOUR FANTASIES AT THE

M5 ARCADE
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>>The downtown eastside is a haven for drug dealers and users. Worst is the
Oppenheimer park area, the stretch of Hastings from Clark ro Homer, Carnegie
Hall at Hastings & Main, and the railway station ar Main and Terminal. Resi-
dents are afraid, shopkeepers frustrated, and employees uncomforrable.

On October 3, 2000, Lee presented a petition of 34,000 names to city
council, after a large rally ended at the steps of Vancouver City Hall. The mes-
sage was clear: people living or working in the downtown eastside wanted to
take back the community.

The Vancouver Agreement was signed in September by all three levels
of government. Its primary focus was to solve social problems in the downtown
castside. $13.9 million will be spent on the nine key initiatives to clean up the
downtown eastside within the next five years. The plan calls for a Four Pillar
Approach to integrate goals of drug prevention, treatment, harm reduction,
and police enforcement. It aims to reduce crime, improve safety, and revitalize
the area’s economy.

City planners want to use a holistic, socially integrated approach for the
downtown eastside. On the spot services for drug users like clean needle ex-
changes are not enough; prevention is the key. Vancouver Councillor Don Lee
strongly supports the Four Pillar Approach and informed us of success stories in
Toronto, Portland, and parts of Europe. The planners behind the Agreement
brought specialists over from Europe to help reshape the downtown castside.

Lee was satisfied with the Agreement. The initiative to take action rather
than to just watch the problem grow was overdue. He recounts a situation that
he had seen countless times during his teaching position at Strathcona
Elementary: teachers had to hold on to students to washrooms during school
hours, in fear that they might encounter users and junkies. “People want their
lives back,” Lee ardently stated. )

Lee insists that the only effective solution would be to have neighbouring
municipalities like Richmond, Burnaby, New Westminster working together
with the City of Vancouver. This is because users from all over the Lower Main-
land utilize Vancouver’s services, and Vancouver pays the bill. Lee argues that
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e uuinbve of illegal drug users in Vancouver is mistepicsented
and misunderstood. His analysis is that there is no large concen-
tration of drug users in the eastside. Communities surrounding
around Vancouver must unite to solve the drug problem, even
though few of us want to face problems that aren’t in our backyards.

“If your neighbour’s son in Richmond suddenly tells you
that he’s a drug addict. Where is the first place that you think
he’ll be moving into? Vancouver.” Lee thinks that our perception
of the eastside as a drug haven continues to make it one. The emer-
gence and ideas of needle exchange sites, safety injection sites and
detox centres in the Eastside reaffirm our belief that the Eastside is
indeed a drug-tainted area.

g ¢

As for the
Vancouver
Agreement,

many agreed
to support it
even though
they didn’t
know its actual
conient.

33

Nevin Godurdhun at Vancouver Detox admits that cen-
tres like the one he works in might bring more users into the area.
Nash, an employee who works on Terminal Avenue told us that he
just wants the area to be cleaned up. An employee in Chinatown
told us that she wants to see a heavier police presence: “it’s scary
that lots of people aic injecting drugs on the street.”

Store owners and workers in the downtown eastside want
increased police enforcement. But they did not know what to do
with the drug users except to get rid of them. As for the Vancouver
Agreement, many agreed to support it even though they didn’t
know its actual content.

Drug abuse is a social problem that has complex causes and
demand complex solutions. Merely driving drug users out from one
area is just that: kicking the ball to another player. The ball is still
rolling and bouncing. We must work together as a society to solve the
problem, not blindly cast blame or frantically flame cerrain groups.<<
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>>I was seven years old when Pierre Trudeau resigned as Canada’s Prime
Minister. I was obviously too young to care, let alone know who was the guy
with the rose in his lapel. It wasn't until 1992 when a bunch of politicians came
to my high school to talk about the Charlottetown Accord that I began to
realize how influential Pierre Trudeau was in the growth of our country.

What I learned was that Pierre Trudeau had given Canada its Constitu-
tion and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms. Reading about Pierre Trudeau, I
learned that he made Canada officially bilingual, and played a part in making
Canada a multicuttural country. As strange as it sounds, starting from thar day,
I began to appreciate the value of being a Canadian, and felt proud about what
Pierre Trudeau had given us. On the same day we watched a video about Trudeau
and the FLQ Cirisis, when Quebec radicals kidnapped two politicians and killed
one. A reporter asked how far Trudeau would go to catch the kidnappers, to
which a strong-willed Trudeau replied “Just watch me.” My high-school intel-
lect thought nothing else but, “Cool!”

Fast forward nine years, and I hear the news that Pierre Trudeau is hav-
ing health problems. Having learned more abour Pierre Trudeau in the past
couple years in university, I've come to think of Trudeau as a personal hero.
Through analyzing the context of the Official Languages Act and
multiculturalism, I came to see Trudeau as a person with keen intellect, a pas-
sion for Canada, and an all-round sharp politician. By making Canada bilingual,
he took away the Quebec Separatists” excuse that Canada was a country unin-
viting to French speaking Quebeckers. By emphasizing Canada’s cultural
diversity, he tried to recognize that Canada wasn't founded only by the British
and the French, but by a diversity of immigrants.

Fast forward to September 28, 2000, I hear that Pierre Elliot Trudeau is
dead. Interestingly enough, I hear the news right after my Political Science course
on Quebec Politics. As odd as it sounds, 1 tried very hard to hold back tears.
Why? Ic’s because, after I learned what he did for Canada, it made me proud to
be Canadian, for having a man having the conviction to give Canadians their
rights to forge their own identity, and live in a truly free country. Knowing
Pierre Trudeau died made me feel as if I had lost a part of my Canadian identity.

The colours of the Canadian maple are a bit dimmer with the passing of
a great Canadian who I have no qualms about calling my Canadian hero.<<
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>continued from page 15>>>

Seven years have sprinted past as fast as Australian legend Cathy Freeman's

impeccable 400-metre race. The 2000 Sydney
homesickness. I saw triathion arhler=c
once, as a weekend-freed boarding sch
lyrics of Advance Australia Fair spontane

y mu

Olympic fever is finally over. I felr a rush of adrena ine when Samaranch

ougﬁ i"ey

told the world that the Sydney 2000 Olympics were the “best games ever.” 1
bought to me asense of  agree. At least, it was the best Olympic Games for me because I never paid so
h na.to_theni'before. Lwatched not for the overwhelming excite-

vimmiing, but for the recannection to

goes on as usual for me here in BC. I hope the

Southern Cross flag elevated; the vocabulary used by the commentator such as 2010 Whisder Winter Olympic Games will become a reality. Only then will I
dunne, tucker and G'day sounded congenial to me, while those beside me  know Olympic fever first hand, and not just experience euphoria in my frontal

scratched their heads and wondered “What is that, eh?”

lobe as I did watching television.<<
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Life’'s a

-

>>] slipped into heels that I borrowed from

a friend. ('m lucky to know girls with large

feet). [ had on a tight red tube dress, which for
the fashionably challenged is basically a long
tube that you have to suck in your stomach in
order to squeeze into, a bright orange wig, my
mother’s bra, and two pairs of rolled up socks
inside the bra.

Now this is what it feels like ro be a
girl, I thought. Sure, I appeared to be sultry,
sexy, and confident. But under my breath, I
was bitching about the tightness of the dress,
cursing whomever invented high-heeled shoes,
and wondering if my boobs were ready to burst
out of my dress and onto the floor.

All this was for a Halloween party at
the SUB, thrown by Pride UBC. On the way
toth
lining up at the bus loop. They hooted and
hollered at me, whistling as I looked downwards

and hurried towards the safety of the SUB, uy-

¢ SUB, I passed by a group of frat boys

ing desperately not to trip in my heels and fall
flat on my perfectly dolled up face. Wow! I was
finally getting noticed by frat boys! Too bad 1
had to be in women’s clothes to get their
attention. Did these testosterone-pumped guys
not know that I had a litile secret tucked away
inside my panties?
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That was my drag debut. For many,
this past Halloween was probably their first
ever attempt at doing drag—dressing up like
the opposite sex. My first time took hours
of prep work: I shaved my entire body, from
my legs to my pits to areas I never even knew
had hair. Then came the two hour makeup
session. From foundation to fake lashes to
eyeliner, putting on makeup can be a tortur-
ous event for anyone. .

Since then, T've had the good for-
tune to petform in drag a number of times,
including one where a girdle had to be used.
Ladies, I don't envy you at all! Getting your-
self all made up and beautiful is a tough job.

“Oh my God, that’s a guy!” a girl .

exclaimed when [ spoke to a friend. I loved
the feeling of surprise. I loved the attention
I was getting. My friend readjusted my chest
for me and said, “These are too big. You're
supposed to be an Asian girl, remember?”<<
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*Correction: October issue’s Double Happiness art was by Janice Yuen.
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>>Anger. Fear. Hatred. Obsession. Greed. Revenge. These are just a few of the emotions
that run rampant in an Age dominated by war, conflict, and prejudice. It is an unpleasant,
lingering fact that these strong emotions still fuel the ethnic wars and cultural conflicts in our
world today.

What is perhaps equally unfortunate is the tacit acceptance (if not ignorance) of the
severe ramifications of war, conflict, and prejudice. This is happening not only in the long term
and in our entire world, but also in the short term and in our daily life. The wholly destructive
aspects of this human activity are producing immeasurable damage not only to our environ-
ment and our global community, bur also to the individual human psyche.

Of course, those who are in the midst of war, conflict, and prejudice suffer the imme-
diate and painful consequences of actions from “the enemy.” But an insidious, perhaps more
disturbing aspect to this is how we, the on-lookers who simply watch, give at most a sympa-
thetic shake of the head, before we continue in our own daily lives.

It is up to us to create a Culture of Peace, and not let laziness create a passivity within.

Undoubtedly, this can be a difficult thing to accomplish by ourselves, but we must
realize the ramifications of our passivity, and root out the causes of it in order to truly partici-
pate in a Culture of Peace. Key to this is the acknowledgement that we must not be desensi-
tized by the real consequences of violence and prejudice in the world, no matter where it is.

I would like to emphasize thar the real problems of society, which manifest themselves
in war, conflict and prejudice, cannot be resolved by passive acceptance of the horrors and
atrocities humaniry is capable of doing. Yes it is true that cach of us has our own separate,
distinct lives and specific missions in life. Yet, we should not—indeed we cannot—allow daily
life to erase our responsibility as parc of the human family and global (_ommunlty

to create a Culrure devoid of war, conflict, and prejudice. << g D ﬂ,ﬂgﬁ,—
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>>1 recently paid a visit to Seattle, and you wouldn’t believe
how literal that “pay” can sometimes be.

Two friends came to visit from abroad and I was excited
to have their company. It’s been a few years since T've last seen
them, so I had the itinerary worked out ahead of time. We were
going to make Seartle the highlight of the trip.

The rain that greeted our morning didn’t do much to
motivate us, but we were not held back either. It was a long drive,
but eventually we found ourselves wrapped in downtown Seattle.
We looked at some maps, got our bearings, and circled around
twice to find a convenient parking spot. Metered spots were out
of the question as they all seem to have a 30-minute limit. We
finally settled for an underground parkade that charges $5 per day.

It was only when we got there that I realized it’s valet
parking. In good faith, I left my car keys with the attendent and
we went for three hours of lunch and shopping. When I later re-
turned for the vehicle, three parking attendants surprised me.

They told me they discovered my tire was flat after [ had
left my car. There is, they claimed, a shop next to them that changes
tires for free, so they had asked the shop to replace my blown tire
with the spare in my trunk. Finally, they told me their boss in-
structed them to return my parking money. “It’s your lucky day,”
a smart one concluded.

I haven't had an unluckier day for some time.

I spent the next two hours looking for a service station
that’s open on Saturday. I got a new tire installed. It took me
another 45 minutes to return to the parkade, phone the manager
who witnessed the damage during the previous shift, and com-
plete an incident report. We were stuck in Seattle for two and
three quarter hours—valuable time that my friends had scheduled
to spend over dinner with important people.

Throughout the following two weeks, I contacted the park-
ing company several times to ensure that I would receive full
compensation. They were going to send me a reduced amount
based on the depreciation of my rire. By the time of writing, they
had agreed to repay 100 percent. 1 hope the cheque arrives soon.

We've all had our share of bad experiences. I'd think twice
before using valet parkade again. Have your past experiences pre-
vented you from doing something again? Send e-mail to ruy un-
official poll at suspendedsoul@hotmail.com. In your subject, in-
dicate “Again” if the bad experience has not prevented you from
repeating an activity, or write “Never” if that was your final
experience. If you have a moment, tell
me in detail what happened and the
reasoning behind your choice.<<
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Body/Pelitics:
Hong Kong Activist ANSON MAK

>>Anson Mak is one of the few self-identified feminist activists in the Hong Kong human rights
movement.

She is a founding member of a famous Hong Kong indie band called AMK. They have not
been active since 1996, but are still considered to be the “classic” Hong Kong indie band.

She is a founding member of 10% Club, which is now the largest Tongzhi rights and support
group in Hong Kong. (Tongzhi is a Chinese term for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered people).
Mak edited the first anthology of “coming out” stories in Hong Kong. Bisexuals are a minority
within a minority in Hong Kong: bisexuals in Hong Kong are usually discriminated by both the
heterosexuals and homosexuals, and the issue of bisexuality is usually made invisible in the local
Tongzhi rights movement. She is also a founding member of a womens organization named “Queer
Sister.”

Even though Mak has been participating in womens and Tongzhi organizations, she consid-
ers herself a human rights activist instead of a womens rights or Tongzhi rights activist. She thinks
that in order to ensure the rights of minorities, what needs to be changed is the whole social condition.
instead of making changes which improve living conditions for certain minorities only.

Finally, she is a video activist, professionally trained in cinema and tele-
vision at Hong Kong Baptist University. Her most well-known video is the
award-winning Din Gai Ham Lan (literally “crazy chicken bid”). Instead of
producing commercial videos, she chooses to create alternative works. Her b]
political consciousness distinguishes her works from cther independent art-
ists in Hong Kong. In the next issue, I will discuss her videos in detail. <<

>>How often do we hear people saying that urban folks are impo-
lite and inconsiderate? Too often. Some of these criticisms are

i 3 . LOST AND FOUND
unwarranted. Stress and pressure are more prevalent in the city than in

the countryside and we just cannot expect the same behavior.

I have encountered people who display genuine kindness in different cities of the
world. It is a great feeling to know that there are people who care no matter where you
are. They are not saints but just ordinary people, people who do not know my name nor
do I theirs. Sometimes I think [ did not thank them enough. So I decided to share some
of my lucky encounters with you. At the same time, it is my way of saying thank you.
Place: Hong Kong

I decided to attend a concert on one weckend hoping to buy a ticket at the door.

No such luck in Hong Kong. Fortunately, a person who must have noticed my disap-
pointment handed me her ticket since she actually saw the show the night before. T was
going to pay her back bur she refused to take it. It was a great show which otherwise [
would have missed.
Place: Los Angeles

I took a bus to Chinatown one evening. [ got off the bus but to my dismay 1
couldn’t spot a descent-looking restaurant in sight. I quickly asked the bus driver who was
doing a routine check-up on the wheels of the bus when the next bus would arrive. He
laughed and said the one I took was the last bus for the day. When I was about to take out
my map, the driver told me to jump on the bus and he would take me back to the
station. When I was stepping out of the bus, a lady actually came up and said that she
didn't know there was a change in schedule. We laughed.
Place: UBC

It was my final economics exam. Ten minutes before the exam, to my horror, 1
found out that I had forgotten my calculator. I was in panic mode. But the person who
sat behind me grabbed his cell phone to call his friend in the dorm to bring me a calculator.
In the end, I got a calculator and was able to do the exam without having to apply my
deteriorated arithmetic skills.

Next time you see someone lost on the road or someone who forgot to bring
something, please lend a helping hand if you are able to. Sometimes a tiny

gesture like a phone call or a point in the right direction can be a

miracle to the person in need. Don't be passive. Let people know
that we all care.<<
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Sutton Group
West Coast Real

An Independent Member Broker

Ellen Wong

Direct: (604) 650-8618
Email: ewong @sutton.com

Suite 201 - 3495 North Road
Burnaby, B.C.
Canada V3J 7T8

Office: (604) 415-9800
Fax: (604) 291-6800
Website: www.sutton.com

Experienced Editor and Writing Tutor

Tutorials for academic reading and writing with a focus on

critical thinking. I have a background in
English Composition & Grammar
Philosophy
Humanities
Social Sciences
and Business
LPI, TOEFL, and GMAT
1 have been tutoring high school, undergraduate and graduate

students since 1987.

Call Kirsten @ 327-2513
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