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A Letter from the Editor

With the beautiful lights and
discount signs that had started to
creep onto theshopsintown, Iknew
Christmas was around the corner;
yet I still couldn’t believe that 2007
was winding down. As the New
Year wasfastapproaching, Istarted
to reflect on the changes that have
happened within Perspectives in
the year 2007. As a constituted
AMS club and student run media
outlet in Vancouver, Perspectives
has been able to attract many
talented and dedicated people.
One of Perspectives’ major
accomplishments in 2007 was
that it switched from quarterly to
monthly publication. In addition,
Perspectivesspentthe year forming
better and tighter relationships
with many clubs and organizations
interested in  Asian-Canadian
cultures, such as the Asian
Canadian Cultural Organization
(ACCO) and the Initiative for
Student Teaching and Research
in Chinese Canadian Studies
(INSTRCC). Perspectives also built

several excellent relationships with
other media outlets in Vancouver,
such as Maple Students Magazine.
Besides the work put into our
monthly printed issues, our club
also organized many successful
events to help balance our
members” social lives throughout
the term. From SUCCESS” Walk
with the Dragon to our own
Halloween Movie Night, from
fireworks at English Bay to hiking
in Lynn Valley, our members were
able to socialize and network with
people from different departments
in the newspaper. Even though
2007 was a very successful year for
Perspectives, it's more crucial to
look to the year ahead. According
to the Chinese horoscope, 2008 is
the year of the Rat. In the Chinese
zodiac, the Rat is the first animal
in a cycle of twelve. It therefore
foreshadows a fresh new start.
There will be many more exciting
events happening in Perspectives
in 2008. For example, Perspectives’
inaugural workshop series will

officially commence in January. I
wish another successful year for
both Perspectives and our readers.

Jessica Jia
Co-Editor in Chief

A Letter to the
Editor

Asian  Masculinity
and the Astronaut
Effect

You're told to “study hard, get
good grades, find a safe career
and then you can have everything
you've ever wanted.” However,
now that you're a baby catcher/
legaleagle/number cruncher/code
monkey the boss overlooks you for
promotions and girls say they just
see you as a friend. Why?

Success with women - and life in

general - comes down to experience
earned through a willingness to
try new things, and learning and
growing through one’s successes
and failures. People aren’t born
with skills, they learn them!
However, Confucian filial piety
discourages open communication
within the household. This, along
with the “astronaut effect”, means
many boys are growing up lacking
the guidance of a father figure
that they respect, and thereby
teach them how to be a man, how
to compete, and how to treat a
woman.

Due to a lack of success, some men
develop a negative self-image,
seeing themselves as “lesser
beings”, not worthy of a woman.
Some resort to escapism, like online
gaming, to reinvent themselves in
a setting where they are in control.
Don’t blame your parents; they
did the best they could, given the
circumstances. Instead, take charge
of your life by being proactive in
shaping your reality. You have
only yourself to blame if you allow
others to control your destiny.

Mark Lee
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Perspectives Presents: Journalism Workshop Series

Have you ever wondered about the procedure of press
production? Are you interested in a career in journalism and
want to sharpen your skills? Perspectives invites you to join
our monthly workshop series. Hear from our editors and other
professionals of the field. No prior experience is necessary.

Upcoming workshop:

When:

Thursday, January 31

4to7 pm

Where:

Student Union Building, UBC

Room 42V

Photo Credit Mark Robné

Want to write for us? Send us an email at:

perspectives@club.ams.ubc.ca
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What Has Become of the Satellite Kids?

Chinese Canadian Children a Decade After Immigration

Written by Debby Leung and Allan Cho

Translated by Linda Yang and Evelyn Zheng
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My definition of “parents” did not really include dad. He was just a fun person

who comes home to play with me for two weeks throughout an entire year. ’ ’

uringthepeakofthe Chineseimmigration

from Hong Kong and Taiwan in
the 1990s, the “Astronaut” Asian family
became prominent in Vancouver. Largely
as a response to the difficulties of finding
employment that could offer comparative
salary to what they were used to earning
in their home countries, the fathers of these
families assumed the role of “astronaut” by
returning to the country of origin in search of
(or to retain) better financial opportunities.

Meanwhile, the “satellite” children usually
remained in Canada with the mother, mainly
to pursue a “western” education and gain
Canadian citizenship. In many cases, the
“astronaut” family arrangement lasts for a
long period of time, ranging from five to ten
years. In some cases, both parents leave their
children behind in Vancouver and return to

their motherland in search of better jobs.

It has been a decade since the peak of Chinese
immigration - and these “satellite” kids have
reached their teens or have grown into young
adults attending university or pursuing a
career. We conducted interviews with many
of these “satellite” kids, aged 15 to 25, in order
to gain a perspective on their experiences of
growing up as Chinese Canadians and the
pressures of being in an “astronaut” family.

What happened to these astronauts’ families?
What happened to these people?

These children have been impacted in
different ways, depending on the various
stages of childhood during which they had
their “satellite” experience. For younger
children who immigrated before entering
elementary school, the constant absence of a
father has altered their cognitive definition of
the term “parents”. One of the interviewees,
Janet, 15 years old, recalls, “Whenever I am
told to ask permission from my ‘parents’, it
just means ‘mom’ to me. My definition of
‘parents” did not really include dad. He was
just a fun person who comes home to play
with me for two weeks throughout an entire
year.”

On the other hand, older children felt an
obvious strain in adjusting into “astronaut”
family structures. They are required to take a
heavier share in responsibilities and in some
cases even played parental roles to younger
siblings. Despite their tough experiences,
many interviewees claim that they benefited
from a deeper sense of maturity and a more
independent personality at a relatively young
age.

It is common for the “astronaut” father

to spend up to a six month period of time
working in the home country, and return to
his family only once or twice per year. As
a result, long distance phone calls, faxing,
and the internet became the main means of
communication between the “astronaut” and
his family.

However, the distance is often a source of
stress for those who need direct parental
guidance during the developmental teen
years. Some interviewees expressed the
desire for their fathers to be more “within
their reach” during those years. August,
21, divulges how she relates to her father:
“When he is with us, I can ask him everyday
questions and learn life skills from him,
because I know he would probably know the
answer. When he was away, I'd ignore the
matter or would have to delay my questions.”
In turn, many children become more reliant
on their mother, with whom they develop a
comparatively stronger relationship.

In some cases, distance is the root problem
that contributes to a broken family: problems
often arise in a marriage when the husband
and wife are oceans apart. At the most
extreme, the husband may pursue affairs
with other women. The dissolution of the

Contined on page 4
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parents’ marriage just adds more stress to
the already pressured lives of “satellite”
kids. However, there are always exceptions
to the rule, as some interviewees observe
that the relationship between their parents
actually improves when they are apart from
each other. They claim that less time together
equals fewer conflicts.

Even when the astronaut’s family survives
the separation period intact, things do not
always run smoothly.  Although many
“astronaut” fathers eventually return to live
with their families, after years of separation
the transition to a comfortable “nuclear
family” arrangement is not immediate. A
period of time is needed to re-establish close
relationships. Once the “satellite” children
become accustomed to having their father
actively participate in their lives again, they
claim to enjoy a deeper relationship with their
fathers than they ever had before.

Dr. Johanna Waters, a professor of Geography
at the University of Liverpool, has conducted
in-depth research on Astronaut families in
Vancouver during her graduate studies at the
University of British Columbia. She argues
that despite the difficulties of being in an
“astronaut” family, the “satellite” children
benefit from being “transnational subjects”
that hold valuable “cultural capital.”
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In “Flexible Citizens? Transnationalism and
Citizenship Amongst Economic Immigrants
in Vancouver”, Waters reveals that many
“Astronaut” Chinese families continue to
retain strong ties with their home country
after immigration. Many immigrants from
Hong Kong are multiple passport holders that
have dual citizenship in Hong Kong and in
Canada. From a long term perspective, these
“satellite” children are geographically flexible
in terms of their career, and at the same time
they are cultured with a Western education
that their counterparts in their home country
lack.

The opportunity to study in Canada is often
seen as a favourable alternative to the much
more competitive school systems in East Asia.
Fuelled by traditional values that place the
ultimate importance on achieving academic
success, “satellite” children benefit much
more from the Canadian school system,
which focuses on opening up opportunities
as opposed to selecting elites.

In many ways, “satellite” children can be
seen as “cultural bridges” that blend the best
of both Chinese and Western culture. They
are often characterized by their proficiency
in both English and Chinese, as well as
a familiarity with both the Eastern and
Western culture. This advantageous cultural
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disposition provides them with a competitive
edge in a world that is becoming increasingly
globalized, especially in the arenas of business
and commerce. And it’s an advantage many
of them are taking. In our interviews, the
satellite children expressed several different
preferences in terms of where to build a
career. While some of those interviewed want
to begin a career in their country of origin,
others claim to be more comfortable living
and working in Canada because they grew up
here and are already well integrated into this
society.

Despite the fact that many of these “satellite”
kids have a rocky start here in Canada, in
due time these “satellite” children overcome
their initial language barriers and feelings of
alienation. They establish friendships with
people outside of their own race and ethnicity,
and become an active part of the community.
Christopher, now 21, tells the story well as he
reflects upon his integration into Canadian
society: “I've immersed myself into the
Canadian culture well enough to blend in with
other Canadians.” The bicultural identity of
“satellite” kids successfully reflects Canada’s
goal of creating a multicultural society which
not only preserves the distinctiveness of the
individual, but also blends the best of all
worlds into a truly unique cultural identity.

Layout: Debby Leung | www.perspectives.ubc.ca | January 2008
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CHINESE SUDOKU:
CELESTIAL STEM
EDITION!

Written by Jackie Cheung

The Celestial Stems date from ancient China, but are still used today
in many East Asian countries to classify or order items, much like
letters of the alphabet are used in the West. For example, they are
used in the naming of years, grades, and types of hepatitis.

How to play: Place characters from the list of celestial stems (K1)
given below such that each row, column, and 3%3 block has one of

each character.

The first nine Stems are: /¥, 2,14, 1,14, &, B¢, & AF.

There is a tenth Stem (%), which is not used in this puzzle.

Written by Aaron Si

Spying the jacket on the shelf, I turn
the label around - surprisingly
enough, it's the right fit for an
Asian guy. Taking it over to the
counter, I inquire as to the price,
and receive a somewhat sheepish
reply in Cantonese. Shopping in
Hong Kong? Not quite, but rather
the closest experience you can get
this side of the Pacific: Richmond’s
Aberdeen Centre.

Originally built in 1989, the mall
went for a distinctively “Asian”
shopping experience, with similar
stores and services to most
Hong Kong strip malls, and was

Written by Fei Ren

Flowers for Algernon is a very
touching science fiction story.
The lovely style, which reads like
a diary, makes the reader feel like
they are a part of the story - like
they are reading about themselves.
The main character is a man
named Charlie, who participates
in an experiment designed to
boost his intelligence. At first, the
author intentionally makes a lot
of grammatical mistakes, which
makes the “diary” feel more
authentic. As Charlie’s intellectual
abilities grow, the writing in the
diary also improves, so the reader
can really feel the clear process
Charlie undergoes.

The strong connection between
Charlie and the reader is the key
to why this widely beloved book
continues to be such a success 50
years after its initial publication.
Every reader can feel a connection

Growmg in Matu rlty

demolished in 2001. A completely
new building was erected and
opened to the publicin 2003. It has
not been until recently, however,
that Aberdeen has begun to
recognize its potential; the mall is
now host to over three hundred
tenants, many rather unique to the
Lower Mainland. Some examples
range from anchor store Daiso, a
Japanese franchise that sells all of
its items for only two dollars, to
broadcasting studios for Chinese-
language station Fairchild TV
- whose parent company, the
Fairchild Group, owns the mall.
Other unique features include a
produce and meat market, several
restaurants, a large food court,

DANIEL KEYES ??

with Charlie, because every one
has a frail, confused, kind, Charlie
inside. We love Charlie because
we share the same dreams. We
dream to be clever, to be loved,
to have friends, to be happy,
and to be simple. Charlie recalls
something deep inside our heart;
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and a central fountain square
with regular shows.

The new building has quickly
become a central feature in the
Richmond Chinese community,
hosting various music programs,
performances for Chinese cultural
events (like the Mid-Autumn
Festival and Chinese New Year), as
wellas afew unique exhibits of their
own, such as the “Jurassic Alive!”
display last year, celebrating new
dinosaur fossil discoveries on

the Chinese mainland. The mall
has also planned to integrate an

Flowers for Algernon: A Story for You

Flowers for

something which is lost as we
grow older.

As Charlie’s intelligence increases,
he realizes that his relationships
are not what they initially
appeared to be: his friends are
not true friends; a purely sexual
relationship is not true love; and
the main authority figure his life
is hypocritical. These themes find
resonance for us in our own lives.
We, too, seek justice, loyalty,
caring friendships, and true love.
Readers get to share in Charlie’s
naiveté, internal struggle, and
confusion.

Charlie’s journey also brings him
to learn more about the person
he wants to be. For example, an
incident involving a mentally
handicapped boy brings Charlie
face to face with his own character,
and seems to jolt him awake.
Charlie’s resulting choices lead us
to have a great respect for him. He

expanded station for the Canada
Line, which is currently slated for
completion in 2009.

Located on 4400 Hazelbridge
way, Aberdeen brings a slice of
the Chinese big city to the Lower
Mainland.

becomes our hero, and reminds us
of what we also dream to be. In
leaving the flower for Algernon,
Charlie shows gratitude for his
new-found intelligence; but in the
end, he goes back to simplicity, to
happiness, knowing that this time
he is not alone, because his family
loves him, Alice loves him, and
his friends love him. His readers
also love him: I love him, and you
will love him too.
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Still Unchanged after Ten Years

Written by Caleb Lam
Translated by Anjue Xiang & Joanna Li

200747 H 1 H A G2 A& 3 Al
S b A N B AT B - B 4
B W R AT B BUR B IS
— RRAHSHHT. bl
M EFENIRES R E . T+
B i A XL ) S A B 1 3R
T TSR BRI R
PLR — W) JEEAE BE 35 . AN 1
DI TREPNE 1S SN R: Y
Blo MAEE—K, NE/INT
NAE34JE & N AT Piag,

FKiET LN R E K
Ko
SR, 5 W UM AT DL T Hh
e, wE4E, i
BB O 1 &= A
N AM B RE WS & W 0P
E—H K, HibK
75, ﬁ&ﬁ%ﬁﬁmﬂﬁo
K7y B KB A Y A

+— ﬁ%ﬁEﬁﬁﬂo%
Ji, ZECRAERSD T A
£ BB KT 35 A 2R
mio ALEITIH, 22 AFEH,
b AP B r B8 SCAE B i

BiE b, A NESF
B A A A R
H19974E7H1HLLAR, F&ik
WA s, (A TH A&
x, ﬁ%m@@ﬂz%“A
AT AR 7L o

m(((/ [
KM TE, E /A EH9TERG
Ji SEAE A AN T LR

TETAE o N 4 Ak B\ 2212, 1R
AR IR L e,
20074E i B LT AL . K
& B R ) 22 0 s i B
£ 7 AR MEE S, dE
W gl T oK B R AR AL .

CEPA <,%UJ%%,\E%F%;<ﬁF>
3 BN T NRRIE. &
AL BYCL LR i IE .
w4, R B M AR

HE, A
EREOCER, FERE.

S A S EF R 42 A i 1R % [
N BB L, AT IR R
JRIBRIRRE . SESRA = B AR
T EAER AU R
A, AR BE B PSR AR R A AL
M

52 RO R B BRI R
[l &85 2R e, AN RAT ZE 4K

9. (A%
P B A 2 S,
J2 AT AR R
B, A
M e WA B
PAUNCC

fEAE A R B
AN, A A
ANA=hz—
@ﬁkﬁ&ﬁ”\m
FI KL% 5% FE 10 47
iz o

(] B AR 1) 7 4 -
I NP
B =Tt (8
TLE M) 1
N8 m T —
% 5 R AW T
Tt (KtHE o
FIHE TN T 87%.

2. P TERAMREREEA
AR, MEBHEILTE NET
10-16%.

3. BB REUH964E ). 434 |

FFN034ER. 522, BFE 4 HC
BEAFY), B,

DRI 28 A i TN iz 5 % J v
FKiEE. i, NEJUAW
HEAT DR K5 AE 9% 32 B K (1 Hi
‘A, HERRINEKX.

NG A O R N i
TIERSFHRN, mﬁ*%
PRPERE IR R AEEEY, 1
Hﬂﬁmaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁoa
T VA AT ART B 7 B A S N A
B LRI SL s, 2 Eas
FIK B4 H1997 Akt R
K.

EWE IR EBORZ (1%
G E TE R
o ATARN Z AR JEAUIN 2 K 1 A
AL 1 B2 5 AR g Sk
Rl 418 Lo HE AR BE & I T &
At E e, NEHETER
TN SR, FAE R
A PN A E I Ry
WEE” RAAFERATAT I
T

i C{/_\ EZ %
BIE U T T ag R S A
1E — A % 2% 1) BAR AL 3 T
B3 P R A, 2 A T B RE
H. Bunsi 2L REL
J 3 v ORI 1) 57 35 i ik
JE AN 2 DL SE S SR 2 )

AN

g

o

July 1st 2007 marked the 10th

anniversary of Hong Kong's
handover to People’s Republic
of China. Hong Kong’s Special
Administrative Regime (HKSAR)
made sure the city did not forget
this date. Handover celebrations
included two panda exhibits, a flag
raising ceremony, a performance
by the national parachute team, the
participationof world-classfootball
teams, and a night of celebratory
fireworks. However, not everyone
attended the festivities. On the
same day, 68,000 people marched
in protest in the 34-degree heat,
representing a majority’s desire for
democracy.

Nevertheless, the Hong Kong
government is cautiously
optimistic. Over the past ten years,
much of the pre-handover concerns
have become a distant memory.
The city can rest assured —Hong
Kong is not a police state running a
socialisteconomy and worshipping
Mao.

Most of the UBC students
questioned viewed the past eleven
years quite positively. In terms
of the economy, most mentioned
that Hong Kong has capitalized
on China’s tremendous market.
Socially, some stated they associate
closer with Chinese culture.
Politically, several have accepted
China as holding ultimate control.

Hong Kong has changed since
July 1st, 1997, but not as much as
expected. Itis precisely this lack of
change that is polarizing the city.

Economy

Since 1997, the economy has
soared —well, at least the stock
prices and the housing market

have grown.

After the devastation of the
1997 Asian Financial Crisis, the
Hang Seng Industry Stock has
recovered to  unprecedented
heights, nearing 29,000 points in
2007. Low investment taxes and
well-established infrastructure
have retained domestic and
foreign investors, and attracted
new Mainland brokers.
The endorsement of CEPA
(Closer Economic Partnership
Arrangement) allows freer travel
and exchange of capital, goods
and services. The Mainland has a
much greater stake in Hong Kong's
economy now, and has benefited
as a result.

But not all is well.

The private housing market has
become inflated by companies’
speculations and mainland
ventures. Though there are empty
residences, emerging middle-class
fail to afford the blown up prices.

“With regards to the economy,
there is growth in different
industries. However, in relation
to the personal wealth in Oi Man
and other public housing estates,
there is little change over the past
ten years.” Chan said, the District
Councilor of the Oi Man Estate
riding.

People living in low-income public
housing estates comprise one-third
of Hong Kong's population. They
have yet to reap any significant
benefits from the economic boom.

Hong Kong since 1997:
1. Workers with monthly income
under $3,000 HK (~$500CDN)
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have doubled. Workers with
monthly income under $5,000 HK
(~ $750CDN) have increased by
87%.

2. Average wages have little or
negative growth. Wages of blue-
collar jobs have decreased 10-
16%.

3. The Wealth inequality
represented by the Gini Coefficient
grew from .434 (1996) to .522
(2003), placing Hong Kong behind
developing regions including
China, Cambodia and Bangladesh.
However, Hong Kong's per capita
income continues to rank near the
top among developed nations, and
even higher than Canada.

Even though the population has
grown and recent immigrants
have lowered the general income,
such rapid increase of the poverty
gap is alarming. Yet the HKSAR
government has not seriously
addressed these issues. Hong Kong
does not have any legislation on
minimum wages and maximum
working hours. Eventhe subsidiary
pension, Fruit Funds, has not
increased since 1997.

Hong Kong functions on
meritocracy, that is: “equality of
opportunity” above “equality of
result”. Any attempt to create a
welfare state similar to Canada
will be rejected by the public as it
contradicts the social philosophy
and deterscapitalinflow. However,
the employment scale has tilted
to the point where “equality of
opportunity” is nonexistent and
nonviable.

Political Reform
Political reform is arguably the
most polarizing and central subject
to this bustling modern
city. Political alignments
are based on their stance
towards democracy and
the mainland Chinese
government, rather than
on economic divisions.

The Basic Law, Hong
Kong’s mini-constitution,
drafts out the current
model of government. A
body of 800 voters, mostly
pro-China businessmen,
elects the Chief Executive
of HKSAR every five
years. Citizens elect
' half of the Legislative
Council, with the other
seats being selected by
- special interest groups.
. Over 60% votes for the
pan-democrats result in
25 of 60 possible seats.
This is not a fair system.

vvvvv

“Hong Kong has made
= certain progress in terms
5 of political development
over the past ten years,
with the most significant
being the emergence of
the new Civic Party. The
Civic Party, as a part
of the pan-democrats,
reflects a greater interest
among the population

for democracy,” Chan said.

Under Tung Chee-Hwa's inept
leadership there was a slew of
major  governmental failures
(including his mishandling of the
SARS epidemic and attempted
legislation of controversial Bill 23).
The political unrest culminated
into the remarkable 2003 July
1st March for Democracy, with
over 500,000 participants. Other
democratic rallies drawing
hundreds of thousands of
participants were held as well. The
demonstrations were the ultimate
displays of political wisdom and
maturity - passionate, principled
and peaceful.

“With regards to the
economy, there is growth
in  different  industries.
However, in relation to the
personal wealth [in public
housing estates], there is
little change over the past
ten years.”

-Chan

In a 2007 survey completed by
the Chinese University of Hong
Kong, 60% of the public wanted
democracy as soon as possible,
and 70% of the public believed
democracy should be achieved by
2012.

The HKSAR government and the
pro-mainland parties have avoided
discussion on universal suffrage.
HKSAR proposed a “reform” bill
thatthe pan-democratsrejected; the
legislation called for the expansion
of the mostly-appointed electoral
body for the Chief Executive from
800 to 1,600 but did not include a
timetable for universal suffrage
nor did it cancel the appointed
seats of the District Council.

Although Mainland officials have
expressedtheirdispleasuretowards
the people’s political aspirations,
they have avoided interfering with
Hong Kong’s domestic affairs. The
few times China intervened by
“interpreting” the Basic Law, the
public was apprehensive of the
Mainland’s intentions.

Years Ahead
The implementation of the “One
Country, Two Systems” principle
is not complete. The economic
portion is well established:
Capitalism remains, and reigns
supreme, for better or for worse.
If universal suffrage or democratic
government is initiated, Hong
Kong will have to be prepared to
overcome many difficult obstacles.

Hong Kong has always managed
to adapt to the surroundings,
under colonial or Mainland rule,
like a pearl held by different
hands. Perhaps democracy can
be the gloss needed to polish the
Pearl of the East and reveal its true
glamour to the rest of the world.
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FOO'Ss HO HO RESTAURANT
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s antonese” cuisine  in
Vancouver is often
associated with restaurants such
as Floata, the Pink Pearl, Sun Sui
Wah, or the plethora of restaurants
in Richmond. What many don’t
know is that Cantonese cuisine
before the 1980’s actually existed
in present-day Chinatown.

Besides being places for eating
food, Chinatown establishments
such as Marco Polo Restaurant
and WK Gardens were legendary
for holding dances where young
Chinese people met and socialized.
WK Gardens in Vancouver was
one of the most famous spots
during the 1950s. It was a “high
end” restaurant that catered to
Prime Ministers, royalty, and
entertainers such as Frank Sinatra
and Gary Cooper.

However, one relatively hidden
gem in Chinatown, Foo’s Ho Ho,
also has the distinction of being
the last remaining Chinatown
Cantonese restaurant in the WK
Gardens legacy. The head chef at
Foo’s Ho Ho is the only remaining
disciple of WK Gardens who is
still cooking. Established in 1955,
Foo’s Ho Ho is actually a merger
of two different restaurants: Foo's
and the Ho Ho.

Although the ambience and the
décor may not be on par with
the “higher end” restaurants that
some are used to nowadays, Foo's
Ho Ho’s authentic atmosphere
makes it feel like one has returned
to the vestiges of old Chinatown.
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FOO'S HO HO .
RESTAURANT

Moreover, all the locals know
it. Foo’s Ho Ho’s has become
something of a gathering place
for community groups, including
the Chinese Canadian Historical
Society of British Columbia, which
has held every one of their Annual
General Meeting dinners there
since its inception. Upon entering
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Foo’s, one will experience a warm
atmosphere in which patrons
greet one another and the staff on
a first-name basis. The interior is
clean and simple, marked with a
genuine feel of the past. Banquets
and special dinners are often held
on the second floor. Although the
foodis cooked home-style, and a bit

AT & R — 5 B LR R 4E
Hupr e TRE, ik
HEE P, AR e IRIR IR 3
B BBV I B AT 4
WL S 5 5 T = N e R T
FHE ISR B %ﬁm E
HEMRIE. TEE

5 1) g 2 @ﬁﬂr E
/N E W B o) X ke HE
T, BLEIHE N & AN ]
M, 184 FTA FR B AR SE

Written by Allan Cho
Translated by Jasmine Chou

different from what diners usually
obtain at “mainstream” Chinese
restaurants, the food at Foo’s Ho
Ho is appetizing, comes in sizeable
portions, and offers the best bang
for the buck. For this, Foo’s Ho Ho
has been recognized by critics and
has earned recognition and won
several awards.

Some of the classic dishes on the
menu include:

chicken wings

calamari

deep fried spicy tofu

fried chicken with sticky rice
steam pork with duck egg
choy sum with garlic
curried potato and beef
egg foo yung

sticky rice stuffed chicken
10. wonton soup

11. hot and sour soup

12. sweet and sour pork

13. house special chow mein
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1. R

2. S

3. PRVEHER
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5. ZEFARELNG

6. FRKPIRR
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9. FEKZEZE

10. B &

11. BB
12. e il 5
13. $ JAD

102 PENDER ST E,
VANCOUVER, BC V6A 1T3

in between Main & Columbia
(Cross Street: Columbia ST and
Pender ST E)

Phone: 604-609-2889
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FOOD, LANGUAGE, AND MEMORY
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Enticing scents of beef, cilantro,

and green onion float under
my nose, calling me to abandon
my book in favor of dinner. When
I was growing up, West Lake Soup
(English translation) was one of
my favorite dishes. However, my
mother made it only occasionally
because she was often busy at
work and didn’t always have the
time to shop for good minced beef
or cook special dishes.

West Lake Soup was hot and filling
food for a hungry girl. Among
my most treasured memories
are cold winter nights warmed
by the fragrance of beef and the
tantalizing mixture of seasoned
beef and chicken stock upon my
tongue.

As I grew older, I became more
interested in the history and
cultural background behind the
dish. By exploring the different
names of the recipe — the English
title on the recipe is “Minced Beef
Soup”, but the translation “West
Lake Soup” (from the original
Chinese) sounds better — I
became interested in the language
and culture from whence the soup
came.

The food we eat is important not
only to keep us alive, but also to
remind us of the cultural history
behind what we eat. Cultural and
regional differences have great
influence upon the menu; in the
cold northern reaches of China,
food is mainly hot and filling; but
in southern China and Hong Kong,
steamed dishes and dim sum seem
to be more common.

BT AEE

Another important ingredient in
the history of a dish, besides place
of origin, is how it develops and
changes over time, when brought
to new places or peoples.

For example, the original recipe
for West Lake Soup was from an
information card; where the recipe
came from before that, I don’t
know. Then, my mother altered
the recipe to suit my family’s tastes
by adjusting the spices and adding
tofu for extra texture.

Food is inextricably linked to
language and memory. West Lake
Soup is important to me because of
the childhood memories it evokes.
By learning how to name it, I also
learned more about other words
related to it, and about the memory
— in other words the history —
behind the dish. By relating all
three, we know more about the
food we eat, and about the cultural

significance behind it. Enjoy!

Written by Rosalind Ho
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Ingredients:

Blend cornstarch and water for
thickening.

Method:

2. Season ground beef.
L RS AR ARAME K o e ground beef - 100 g 3. Add stock to pot. When boiling,
2. BOREEPIERIR * egg white - from one egg add seasoning for soup and ground
3. RGN EAER . W lER] e stock - 600 ml beef. Simmer for about 3 minutes.
K, DI EEEIFEAA.  »  spring onion - 1 stalk 4. Stir in thickening, tofu, and egg
PSR 3578 * ginger - 3 slices white.
4. NMZKAZE, FEIEEE, e Chinese parsley (cilantro) 5. Prepare and shred ginger finely.
. -1 sprig 6. Wash parsley and spring onion.
5. UEM§E . * tofu-30g Cut into sections.
6. JrRANIEEBLE, VI 7. Place shredded ginger, spring
T fZ, FEEL NUFREIN  Seasoning for Soup onion, and parsley in the soup
i o o salt-Yxtsp. bowl.
8. ILEMMMAGEIABF, A o sugar-Vitsp. 8. Pour soup into soup bowl. Serve
PR - * light soya sauce - %4 tsp. hot.
Tips:

N IE
°

LSRR R, .
2. H kISR N 7k —
R e
m, EHEAREEm, .
3. HRBELERTR, S .
DLAERE, DMIEESEREE
Bk :

Thickening

cornstarch - 2 Tbsp.
water - 50 ml.

Seasoning for beef

light soya sauce - 1 tsp.
sugar - Y4 tsp.

oil - Y2 tsp.

pepper - a few shakes

The best kind of beef is extra lean
ground beef.

Stir in a little water to the seasoned
ground beef; add water little by
little while stirring, so that the beef
won’t be lumpy.

While pouring soup into bowl(s),
stir to release the flavor of the
cilantro and green onion.
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North Pole - If Women Ruled The World

Written by: Debby Leung

Scientists in Denmark recently discovered that chemical pollutants are
affecting the gender of the fetuses of pregnant women in the Northern
Hemisphere, especially in Greenland, Canada, Russia, and other areas
touching the Arctic Circle. Not only has there been an unexpected
plunge in the proportion of boys being born in many areas of the
Northern Hemisphere, but twice as many girls as boys are being born
in remote communities north of the Arctic Circle. Greenland now has
the highest ratio of women population in the world. In a research
sample of 480 families in the Russian Arctic, researchers found high
levels of hormone-mimicking PCB pollutants in the blood of pregnant
women. These PCBs are believed to have been absorbed through a
diet of marine animals, which contain high levels of the po i
pollutants are then passed through the placenta

they either affect the gender of the fetus ou Kill male fetuses.
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Chinese Translation by: June Po
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Hong Kong -
Written by: Allan Chg

choi ®MtH4, whose incoherent Chinese
y public walls throughout Hong Kong,
y 15. He was 86. Tsang was once named by
as one of the city’s 10 “least influential” people.
1blic nuisance, Tsang has now become a cultural
istory. Calling himself the “King of Kowloon”
ployed 78-year-believed that, as rightful heir
ng Kong, he had the unalienable right to drench
k ink scrawls. His campaign defaced the public
ong - including walls, posts, and electricity boxes
or over 40 years. Although Tsang’s family ultimately
n because they thought he was a public nuisance and
balanced, in the territory’s creative world, the Tsang's
style has inspired fashion designers, interior decorators,
and ser artists. His work was eventually recognized by the
internationaliart world in 2003 when his work was displayed at the
50th VeniceBiennial. He was heralded as “probably theoldest graffiti
arfist in the world.” In 2004, the atction house Sotheby’s sold a piece
by Mr. Tsang for $7,000. Tsang/s 1 marks
Hong Kong history. N
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= Australia Declares War On Feral
Written by: Bonnie Do

>
o
)
o
2
—
)
=
(=
)
Q.
)
]
o
2
)

Currently outnumbering Australians, these out-of-control scavengg
are causing widespread damage to sugar cane and banana ¢
and threatening native wildlife. Government scientists have
that the pigs are contaminating streams and rivers tha
= Great Barrier Reef, and could also spread exotic disea
= ever be an outbreak. In Queensland’s rainforests, t
= professionally hunted and trapped, then shot and
= they are inedible and riddled with disease. In describ
atmosphere, Paul Smith, a former soldier who served in It
and Somalia and who runs a hunting business called AT Busters,
says: “It is just like operating in a guerrilla warfare environment.”
Unintentional advice to would-be revolutionaries: make zig-zagging
hoof prints, be messy, and act like an unarmed wild animal.

I

iege of sorts by an estimated 23 million feral pigs.

Chinese Translation by: Joanna Li
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Thailand - Hello Kitty Puts Men to Shame
I Written by: Jovert Guy

Over the years, Sanrio’s Hello Kitty has been a trademark of cuteness,
festooning everything from stationery and lunchboxes to kitchen
I appliances and automobiles. The cartoon cat has starred in several
animated series and been featured in a chain of video games. She has
even been used in books intended to help teach manners to children.
I Now the round-faced white cat with a red ribbon on her head is facing
her most ambitious endeavor yet: disciplining Thai cops who litter,
I arrive late for work, or park their car where they aren’t supposed
to. Since August, Thai police officers who commit such minor
I misdemeanors have been forced to sport a hot pink armband with
embroidery of Hello Kitty sitting atop two large hearts. Explaining the
I rationale behind the novel form of punishment, Thai police colonel
Pongpat Chayaphan said, “[Hello] Kitty is a cute icon for young girls.
I It’s not something macho police officers want covering their biceps.”

&=E

RHIRE, Hello Kitty CUBRT [WE] MRM. EIEE |
A - FEXELE, EREl, FERAL, HEFRE
WLEHE. BERBFERFARBEASES Em, waE |
— RHE T LR, i E B E A, e
REmE. AW, e s mesEs—pee
¢¢%ﬁ$ﬁmﬁ@-%%~%x%&%%%ﬁ%%owl
WA EL I, BRI ERE, SRfEARR SR, IR
CLAEJ\H BB BT 172 (RATIL 7 IOl ok i B 5, A |
B R AT B, S el 1o Kitty AR KALL

Chayaphan*}ig #r &y i) & I
B RERREEN . [Hello Kitty 7562 I i/ LM f ]

HE % . 2= B 1%L i Pongpat
g PGP R e 2 S U LEoy ek M |

Chinese Translation by: Henry Ho
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\ USA - “Desperate for Attention”
\ Written by: Allan Cho
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education system in the Philippines has triggered an international
uproar. After fielding thousands of angry calls over a punchline in
Sunday night’s season premiere of the show, ABC Network issued
an apology. In the scene, desperate housewife Susan (played by Teri
Hatcher), goes for a medical checkup and is shocked when the doctor
suggests she may be starting menopause. “Listen, Susan, I know for
a lot of women the word ‘menopause’ has negative connotations,”
the gynecologist tells her. Susan, known for faux pas, replies: “Ok,
\ before we go any further, can I check these diplomas? Just to make
\ sure they aren’t, like, from some med school in the Philippines?” ABC

L A

names.

N\ Among those who complained was the onsul General in Los
% Angeles, Mary Jo Bernardo Ara o 'pointed out that the U.S.
§ ical and nursing schools and
X
\
§
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ﬂhllla Universities Restrict Gaming
Written by: Mark Lee

In an attempt to prevent internet gaming from ruining students’ academic
careers, Zhejiang University, Nanjing University, and Shanghai Jiaotong
University have barred freshmen from bringing computers to school. Since
the moratorium on computer possession also only applies to first year students,
it unfortunately does little to prevent students from, upon reaching their
second year, bringing computers and engaging in all-day gaming sessions. In
addition, recent surveys indicate that students can still get their fix at many of
the nearby cybercafés. In a small poll of 15 students, 12 admitted to failing
exams as a result of their gaming, and nine said they only brought computers
to school to play games. Critics suggest that the universities should focus
on helping students overcome their habits, rather than simply putting off the
inevitable.

)\\
/ Talwan Bovine Bones in Dental Work
é Written by: Stephen Ullstrom

L]

% Cow bones are most likely far from people’s minds when they go
? to get their teeth fixed. However, when it comes to dental implant
% treatment, bovine bone is one of the options for the bone grafting
é required to regenerate lost bone and tissue.
é Department of Health (DOH), all such bone use is currently illegal in
% Taiwan, as government inspection and approval is first needed and
é no approval has yet been given. The announcement followed on the
% heels of an accusation from Kuomintang Legislator Chu Chun-hsiao,
% who claims that about 30 percent of dental clinics in Taiwan use bovine
/ bone graft material obtained from countries like the United States,
% where there is mad cow disease. The legislator claims that using such
% bones would expose patients to that disease. Ping Ming-hsing, from
% the Bureau of Animal and Plant Health Inspection and Quarantine’s
é Animal Quarantine Division, says that while there is no evidence that
% bovine bone grafts would transmit mad cow disease, the government
% should still be careful. The government agreed, and under the law
% for “unlawful medical devices”, bovine graft offenders will face up to
% three years” imprisonment and a maximum fine of NT$100,000.
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Hong Kong - Fracas Over Pier Demolition
Written by: Jackie CK Cheung

Despite court challenges and hunger strikes, protesters were unable
to save a British colonial-era pier known as Queen’s Pier from
demolition. The High Court of Hong Kong ruled that the government .
did not act inappropriately in its handling of the dismantlement of
the pier, and thus the government could go ahead with its demolition
plans. Conservationist activists wanted to save the pier from being
demolished and turned into a highway and shopping centre, citing its
cultural value and contribution to the heritage of Hong Kong. Some
dedicated activists went as far as staging a hunger strike in protest on
the pier, refusing to leave until forcibly led away by police officers.
The current reincarnation of the pier, which was frequented by former
Governors and British monarchs, was built in 1954, primarily for
ceremonial purposes.
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