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The Pa ru dox Of Pro pq g Cl n d a ? By Desmond Loo, English Editor

What is propaganda?

Imagine walking inside the Student Union Building at lunchtime during the
Clubs Days. You should notice numerous posters of different clubs, with a
variety of colors and slogans, on every notice board. It seems to me that they
are competing for space to remind students of the supposedly exciting
icebreakers, events and benelfiis the clubs will offer 1o their members. Then
there are these crews of studenis, differentiated by the designs of their T-shirts,
standing in your way in all the doonwvays and urging you te join their clubs.
What's the overall effect2 Students sign up and pay their cash. Some lucky
ones get o play the widely known gome, Dance Dance Revolution.

Think about the ads and their catchy pictures and words when you flip over
the pages of any newspaper or magazine. Have you noticed that the ads of
large, well-known companies always occupy the front pages or some space
which most easily caich the readers’ attention? Why do these ads cost more
than the others2 | con’i see any difference in the quality of the papers on
which they are printed. How about those delicately crafted, story-based TV
commercials ot prime time? Not to mention the Michael Jordan, heroically
porirayed ads ot the breaks of an NBA game. Why are these giant companies
willing to invest millions of dollars in these commercials? And ! would assume
web surfers to be tired of closing tens of browser windows {ads again) before
they can browse a popular website. There is simply one reason for this — a
propagandized effect for creating a “talk of the fown”.

[— Smmn
EE)Z;E—S ? RISTK B

—HEEXTESHERLHR  BABTERZBERNRIELR

AR IBTYRR - EREAEREY - BEALUBETEEEARRER

TEERE—HHE - TRERRY ! [ BEREEKIBENEEGR

ZBEE - IR EHRSIUNBENEREXEIERRE? =

E—#itER - BERMLIEY - B - SmHEFER EETLLIFR

ADRELAGHRNAS - AR - BEENIAREREZGHEZER
e

HEREEEBEEREERRBLMTHE - BT HERR -
BRZANLE - FEUIESE - BURBESER T TTNENT &
BABRAKITETF - EQAFHANIAZREY - HEELFNARIE

EEERMERAR BB ERKT - XBES - REXER
REFHA - AILENEBES - FENS - HIEROPEREEE
RE—@8% : "2 | IBRERSIGENGS - RFIREESFH
Rix! [ EEEMPANKARRES - ESHEE - SLREHNFEHER—
% - BRUEBERNER?

However, every issue can be viewed from a positive or negative perspective.
- Don't forget the heart-rending pictures of the victims of the earthquakes in
Taiwan and in Turkey, which caught your attention on the TV or the newspaper.
Without these sources of media, could we visudlize the fearful conditions in
the earthquake scenes or feel the difficult times that the famiilies of the victims
are going through? By the same token, if we were nottold about the dilapidated
boats that carried the Chinese refugees to British Columbia, would we
sympathize with them to the same degree and deem that heavier punishments
of smugglers are necessary? On the other hand, if it were not because of
propaganda, we would not be aware of the seriousness of the Y2K problem.

For some people, the growing dominance of propaganda in society is no
different from manipulating the consciousness of humons and brainwashing
our minds with the percepfion of business companies, the government and
our materialistic society. However, as already mentioned, propaganda could
also be a benefactor because it arouses our concern over certain societal
issues that we might not be otherwise aware of. Thus, rather than blaming
propaganda to be a destructive force in our world, our main focus should be
on our own interpretation of the information that comes past us in everyday
life. With our own perception and standpoint in mind, we should be conscious
of evaluating a piece of information by looking at it from different perspectives.
This is what we call independent thinking which would help us make a wise
decision that is beneficial to both society and ourselves.

Watch out.
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Sept, 21: A nightmare

An Earthquake hit
Taiwan’s nerves ---

Houses crashed

families were split between Heaven & Earth

Roads ripped

the Core of many hearts was shocked and saddened
Silence followed by light

To express your condolences and support to the earthquake victims, you can send

your donations to:

“ong Kong Bank: account # 020 - 237782 - 080

CTC Bank of Canada: account # 8706
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Propagandu is any widespread promo-
tion of ideas which tend to influence the public’s
opinions. It is everywhera around us - from
nawspapers, magazines, radio, TV tg the Internet.
1t also affects all levels in society - from the public’s
awareness of certain issuas to the laws of which
the governments implement in their countries.
Since there is not any chance that we can avoid
propaganda, the process of evaluating the infor-
mation we receive will be a critical issue. Thus,
wae will now let you invastigate propaganda from
three different perspectives - the naws businass,
education and the movie industry. Afterwards, the

decision is up to you.
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The

vestion of News
ropagan: by the military to advertise war. Young recruits for

Thinking back to the days of World War | and I, propaganda was broadly used

the army thought it a proud and wonderful thing to fight @ war for their country, for the world and the benefit of its welfare. Soon enough,

the same spirited men who enlisted in the army found themselves desiring to go home instead of struggling on the battleground. In their

minds, the once thought truth about war had become the past; the reality of the battle had begun no matter what they desired.

Truth is easy 1o define, but it is hard to report. News today cannot be thought of
as the whole truth. News is merely a report of what is known fo us at a particular time of the
incident being discussed. There is much criticism aimed at various groups of media for
false reporiing, or misinterpreting pieces of news.

As citizens of our country, we are obliged to know the truth; but are we always
informed of the iruth? In Vancouver, the hwo most prominent newspapers are The Province
and The Vancouver Sun. Dc they offen misinterpret news? s what printed made to look as
ilitis fact? Are any news repors one-sided so that the public can be brainwashed? Mr.
John Crvickshank of The Vancouver Sun delivered the answers to these questions.

John Cruickshank

One can imagine that the Editor-in-chief for a local city newspaper must have o
fancy background. Determination towards the field of journalism is a must. in fact, Mr.
John Cruickshank told the same story, minus all the fireworks that most people think of.

After graduating with a General Arts degree from Kingston, Ontario, John
Cruickshank had no idea what his occupation would be. He described himself as being
similar to most graduates nowadays.  There were no specific directions to head fo and it
was an undefined path os 1o where he would go next. Mot surprisingly, shorily after his
university career, John Cruickshank went info the field of journalism. It was this choice that
brought him to ke the Managing director for The Globe and Mail for fifteen years, and the
Editor-in-chief for The Vaaccuver Sun for four years. Amongst these well deserved positions,
John Cruickshank hos also been o reporier since 1977 and during his years of endless
effort in eaming his present title, he has also worked for o local newspaper in Kingston and
for The Gozette in Montreal. John Cruickshank described the newspaper business os a
foscinating experience. He also viewed it os an ongoing chance for continuous education
in how fo pursue public goals, and 1o provide a need for society and the cultural public.

The Vancouver Sun

Rangirg from o group of 165-170 people working each day, The Vancouver Sun
thrives to deliver the most accurate news of the day to its readers. How? For articles
written on the current actions of political parties, educational boards, art galleries, real
estate and so on, the reporters either have inside sources, or are members of these fields
so that they can comment on the issues.

This, however, does not guarantee that confidential information is being presented
to the public. What this really means is that they provide the information that is most
berneficial fo the public. There is also a wired network system to provide The Vancouver Sun
with enough global information to be printed. Besides these sources, there are some
people within the community to keep the newspaper informed of various news items. The
questions lie in what news is printed, and what is not. John Cruickshank admitted that this
has been one of the tougher tasks in the newspaper business. “Itis a business.” However
bad this might sound, it is the truth. The goal of o newspaper is to deliver news, and at the
same time, to attract readers. If no readers are attracted, then printing news will be
impossible. In spite of this, The Vancouver Sun’s team put a lot of effort to provide the
‘necessary’ news for its readers. John Cruickshank and his team of editors meei twice o day
to discuss what news should be used and what should be discarded. The sole purpose of
these meetings is to fulfill a responsibility fo provide what is needed for the public to know.

“1t is the state of our knowledge at the time.”
Handling the Truth

Headlines are the most important aspect of o doily newspaper. They are what
mainly aftract people to buy it. We may think that this is the page that takes the most time
to produce. In fact, the headlines, and the more important pages and arlicles in The
Vancouver Sun are done lost. This enhances the quality and accuracy of current news.” The
headlines are alwoys made in a rush and in addition, there is a lot of informatfion fo handle
in very little time. There is no time for debate while the paper is being put together. John
Cruickshank described thot a debate on the importance of headline news is virtually
impossible because of the information to be handled and the time they have to handle it. In

the last steps of the production process, one would think that the headline titles would be
allwritten by reporters and ready to be printed after they are edited. This is also untrue. The
reporters do not write the headlines; instead, people other than the reporters fulfill this
responsibility. Sure enough, most headlines atiract enough readers so that The Voncouver
Sun is skill in business; but John Cruickshank views the paper in a perspective not often
realized by other people. The newspaper is a forum to discuss events and issues in the
community. Their job is to seek the truth and its significance.

Seeking the truth is not on easy task; thus, John Cruickshank could not rule out
the possibilities of misreporting an event or news. !t is not in The Vancouver Sun’s best
interest to spread false news but it is their job to report the truth. Described by John
Cruickshank, in the case of the more important news, there is no time for debote, “It is the
state of our knowledge at that time.” Meaning that what they printed on the newspaper is
what they knew as the truth at that particular time. If o different truth prevails ot a later time,
then that truth will be pursued and so forth. But what is the truth? The truth is not always
completely known. The truth is also news.

Sometimes, sources originate from experts. But these experts might have their
own views, and these might turn out to be too subjective but ore still trusted at that time.
This is another example of o flow in the news business. John Cruickshank said that The
Vancouver Sun is taking its risks in facing charges and criticism on this issue but this is whot
they have to accept. Referring to the editorial pages of the newspaper, a balance of views
is attempted but not always present. The editorials are the voice of the newspaper. There
is another page called the Open Forum where the public can write in opposition to the
editorials. Sometimes there will be enough balance, but ot other fimes it may not be present
at all. John Cruickshank explained that The Vancouver Sun is obligated to sell what is
crucial to the public; but at the same fime, it needs fo enjoy the freedom that it has, like any
other product in the city. “The Vancouver Sun is a product of a private company.”

When asked about The Vancouver Sun's ability to report untamiliar topics related
to technology or culture based items, John Cruickshank made an important statement.
They cannot be crippled by mistakes. It is the risk that they have to take and once again,
whot they present is what is known at that porticular time. There are always sources to help
clarify and correct the mistakes but The Vancouver Sun, like any other newspaper, is just as
vulnerable to untrue and misreported information. John Cruickshank said that they have to
learn to improve from mistakes so that they will not be crippled again. Striving to do their
best is in their best welfare.

News derived from Emotions?

On June 4" this year, a substantial Chinese population across the world once
again expressed their anger about the massacre at Tiannamen Square in China in 1989.
There is no doubt that some Chinese reporters might be affected and their reports of the
incident would also be biased as a result. John Cruickshank’s opinion on such an issue is
that it is neither fair nor appropriate fo have emotions get in the way when delivering news
to the public. There are always dark paths in seeking the truth and in reporting them, but the
more emaiional a path is, the harder it will become. Likewise, it is also unfair for the public
to criticize reporters as being ‘passers-by’ foward incidents because even though they may
get emotionally involved, their job is to present unbiased and true reports.

Propaganda?

Rurnors of The Vancouver Sun and The Province working together lead to a
serious concern that the news in these papers might be chosen for the benefit of the
company rather than for the public. John Cruickshank admitted that both newspapers share
the same equipment and wire systems. However, since the two papers are in competition,
they do not share the same reporters or inside sources.

The Holfinger buying of shares from Southam Press in 1996 did not lead to
any unemployment nor has it offected The Voncouver Sun's system of operations.
Inversely, the number of reporters has expanded and $175 million has been invested
into new equipment for The Vancouver Sun ever since. The owners of the company
believe in a more influential local newspaper which reflects the views and experiences of
ifs readers.
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Is Our Educational System Propagandized?

What does education have to do with propaganda? Before we look into
its importance and the relationship between them, we should first define propaganda.
As cited in Webster’s dictionary, propaganda is “any widespread promotion of
porficular ideas, doclrines, or teachings”. For example, advertisements that people
see during a government election campaign are ysed to persuade them to vote for
a specific candidate. This form of advertisement is propaganda. Given the
definition and the example, we can find traces of how education may be related to
propagonda, or perhaps on the extreme side, education is propaganda. One
idea fo support such a hypothesis is by asking where we learn or obtain our
knowledge, or from whom we learn it. The information and knowledge that we
ofien perceive os ideos and teachings, which are promoted by another person or
group of people, are unlikely to be without any bias or subjectivity. Thus, education
may very well fif into the definition of propaganda discussed early on. The next
step for us, siudents, who are “supposedly” always acquiring, learning and informing
ourselves of knowledge and events is to question and discuss whether this
controversicl issue of a “good education” is something we want to pursue or noi.

“One socializes through education, one
learns values through education and
education is the way that a culture transmits

values to those being educated.”

Professor Susan Butt, who obtained her Ph.D. from the University of
Chicago, has been trained as a social psychologist, personality theorist and clinical
psychologist. She is going into her 33 year of teaching ot UBC for the Department
of Psychology. She sees education as one of the many means of “socialization”
between people. “One socializes through education, one learns values through
education and educafion is the way that a culture transmits values to those being
educated.” Education by nature, as she commented, can be classified into two
forms of propaganda. “Any process of education can be used good or ill, so on
one hand you will have what | call the fife sustaining system and on the other, a ife
defeating system.”

Professor Butt explained that a life defeating system, on the ill side, limits,
suppresses or directs the way that one should think. For instance, @ form of “bad"”
or “negative” propaganda will be a form of education that is used for political
purposes, with the governmenti’s extensive control over the content and materials
being taught to students. However, education that is on the good side, despite the
objectivity of information presented, will become a life sustaining system when
used to stimulate critical thinking and competence in students. Hence, we have a
“good” form of propaganda. “We can't help transmit values in an entirely unbiased
form, but if we are using education to encourage perspective thinking and the
acquisition of knowledge, then that is life sustaining.” She explained in further
detail. “There is a famous quotation: *knowledge that shall make you free is the
knowledge that we aim for.””

When asked whether the education system at UBC advocates a life
sustaining system or not, Susan replied that students are nurtured with a “free
mind” ond the system is still struggling from the ancient, indocirinated way of
teaching. She gave the following comments. I think yes, or ot least most people
I know will agree that we are trying to encourage critical thinking in the students,
but there are some questions that exist in all systems and institutions around the
world. if a medical student is trained 1o do nothing but to administer chemicals to
the population, they very well may become the toxic of a life defeating system. if
people get into military or chemical research that adds to pollution, then they same

will become part of that some defeating system. In environmentalism, however, a
person can [become] fife sustaining. But it depends on how they apply the
knowledge they learn, that is, whether the knowledge is used to make money or
exploit other people; or knowledge is used to try to correct a world thot has so
many problems_”

One of the elements that make education a form of propaganda is the
way that the knowledge is being possed on, in other words, the teaching method.
How a teacher or professor presents his or her content could have a great influence
on what the students absorb; are they being obijective and unbiased when they
teach? Susan put forward her argument that, “if | pass information to a student
and I'm not indoctrinating them with it, then | am just saying here are the studies
and then it is the individual student who has to make a decision whether to take
the information [positively or negatively]. Some people will make wrong decisions.
But if I am encouraging competence in the students and inviting them to think and
to apply the knowledge for the betierment of themselves and of others, then | would
say i am on the life sustaining side.”

From the interview with Professor Susan Butt, we have a view from a
teacher presenling the conflicts and problems that she encountered or saw in this
issue of propaganda. But what about the students’ reactions to whether or not
education is propaganda?

Are students aftaining a “good” education and understanding the material
that they learn in school2 According to a survey of 300 UBC students, one can
see that critical thinking is not promoted; university seems to influence a student’s
train of thoughts in areas of uncertainty. Has anyone thought about whether the
things we learn are right or wrong2 As a third year student quoted, “history
schools have always taught children what they learned was right without encouraging
them to express their opinions; for example, people used to think that the world
was flat.” Another student responded, “schools are only teaching one perspective,
not all points of view.”

One of the most common and interesting
responses that students gave regarding
education and propaganda is that they
“never thought about it.”

Isn't education supposed to be a way to fulfill a human's mind or thinking
and a way in which society communicates? Is education necessary for society to
function effectively? Without education, we cannot sustain our life and hence our
society will collapse. In other words, how could we retain our freedom of thoughts
when what we learn contain subjective points of view from other people? “What is
often taught is actually subjective, such as that homosexuality is normal. Schools
have then become places to propagandize that homosexuality is right,” a fourth
yeor student argued. One of the most common and interesting responses that
students gave regarding education and propaganda is that they “never thought
about it.” What does this tell us about the promotion of critical thinking in our
educational system?

In giving some opinions from a professor and students, it is not in our
interest to draw a conclusion; rather, we hope to raise some concerns that need
1o be thought about and discussed. Since biases and subjectivity are
unavoidable in human beings, these elements can be reduced through the
promotion of perceptive thinking. We hope that our education system, with
gradual improvements, will succeed one day.
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Beyond the Silver Screen

Freedom of speech is something most of us take for granted - Even if we'are
approaching the new millennium, some nations siill condemn the opinions of
individuals. Luckily, we live in a sociely where we can freely express our beliefs and
opinions. Furthermore, some people’s opinions are the basis of their occupation.
Andy Lung is a film critic who is lairly well known in Vancouver's Chinese community.
He has a movie program that can be seen Thursday nights on the Fairchild network.
Or, he con be heard on 96.1im on Sundoy afterncons. A group of reporters from
Perspectives was fortunaie enough 1o have the opportunity to interview him and to
discuss his views regarding film os @ medivm to spread propaganda.

Before expressing his opinions on film propaganda, Lung gave a brief
description of his occupation. As well respected as he is within the Chinese
enterdainment community, Lung does not consider himself as o true film critic. He
exploined thot film crilics must undergo a cerlain degree of schoo! and training. Lung
graduated from UBC, majoring in Psychology and minoring in Chinese. He later
took par lime studies at the Vancouver Film School; however, even then, Lung did
not imagine himself becoming a man known for his appreciation for movies. His
responsibility is to share his opinions, and to introduce new films to his audience. It
is then up 1o us to make our own judgements regarding the films.

So when did this UBC grad open his eyes to the complex world of motion

50 years. Using Chairman Mao as an example, he explained that the propqgando
today is just not as blatant ond obvious os the propaganda before. During the
Cultural Revolution, and the Era of Choirman Mao, the people of China were
constantly being subjected to blaring slogans, beliefs, and doctrines of the People’s
Republic of China. All forms of media, be it song lyrics, films, radio, and pampbhlets,
all declared that the people of China should give a conscious effort to support their
own country. As Lung explained, modern doy propaganda is just not as obvious. It
is either because we are smarter and more perceptive fo it; or, il is because the
government has become smarter and frickier.

Today, instead of having one distinct set of beliefs being forced upon us, we
are given choices. We live in an informative age, where knowledge is everywhere.
Propaganda is the constant telling and re-telling of different standpoints of different
stories. We are now being bombarded left and right with different beliefs and ideas.
We have the choice to select then believe in them. However, this only makes society
more chaotic. Lung emphasised that this chaos might have negotive repercussions.
He recalled some of his friends being recluses now because they wanted to escape
from the information age and to return to a more simplistic lifestyle. Lung explained
that this chootic age that we are experiencing would not necessarily create a more
sceptical era of people; rather, we are given more choices 1o live a certain lifestyle,
and to believe in what we want to. Ultimately, we should not let information control
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experienced during film festivals could be used as o medium to understond and learn
about other cultures. Moreover, films are now considered as reality condensed in 2
hours. Lung found it fascinafing hov in only 2 hours, one can gain a whole new
understanding of life and its complexities simply from observing the actors’ emotions,
the sefting, and atmosphere that a film creates.

However, is this atmosphere alwoys o positive one? Are moviemakers
deliberately trying lo infiltrate their beliefs to us by perpetually suggesting them
through their films2 Lung shared some of his thoughts about propaganda and how it
is linked fo fitm. He suggested that writers, directors, and actors all want to perceive
a certoin idea in their films. Every film is its own type of propaganda because it wants
to convey its original theme or idea. After all, o director is successful only if he is able
to deliver the overall message of the film to his audience. Lung explained that a
successful movie is not one that entirely converts our beliefs. Rather, a successful
film should be one that is able to deliver its message and invoke the audiences to
make their own judgements. As Lung said, “it depends on what ‘perspective’ we are
looking from.” We are given the choice to accept or reject the film’s overall message
oridea. Lung defied propagonda as the spread of a single doctrine or belief.
Propaganda depends on its level and how far it can reach its audience.

tung explained that the degree of success a film has depends on how the
audience is influenced by its overall message. He drew an example using lions as the
main character for a movie. One movie shows the ferocity of the lion. It entails how
the lion hunls its prey, how it physically wounds then savagely devours its prey. After
watching this film, we realise that not all lions are like Simba in the Lion King. On the
other hand, if we were to watch a documentary film discussing the potential that fions
have of being extinct, we would come o realise that the destruction of lions is unfair
and we should prevent it. One film makes us fear and dislike this savage beost; yet,
the other makes us pity an animal thot is on the verge of extinction. Lung pointed out
that a successful director should influence us 1o think for ourselves. The above two
films portray their own messages; thus, being a form of their own propaganda. It is
up fo us to decide what to believe in. Propaganda in film becomes dangerous when
a cerlain doctine is being systematically pushed down our throat against our will.

Lung also acknowledged the shift that propaganda has taken over the past

power favours the
United Stotes. 1t's true that we are no longer living in an era of hawks versus doves;
nonetheless, we are living in an interdependent era where countries must rely on one
another. With this reliance, an ullimate power emerges. In the turn of the ceniury,
Great Britain was at its height of global dominance. Since the victory at Normandy,
the United States has emerged as the new global power. Thus, as Lung sioted, we
cannot leave American influence. We just have to be aware of it, and to not let
Amencan beliefs found in films change our own set of ideas.

Nonetheless, Lung also pointed out that not all films try to convey an All-
American message. Some films even question authority and some others subtly
question the use of media to spread propagando. Lung used the recent film, Enemy
of the State, as an example. This movie, as well as some motion pictures today,
suggests that there cauld in fact be conspiracy theories in real life. Thus we are given
another outlook regarding state authority. Lung also used Wag the Dog as on
example of a film which questions the use of media. Together, his examples support
his idea that propaganda is not as obvious os before. Red no longer connotes to the
evils of communism; rather, we are now given choices on what we want to believe in.

One of the other messages that modern motion pictures are trying to
convey is the undeniable message of girl power. Cartoons like Mulan and Pocahontas
suggest that girls can believe in their own ideas and opinions. Girls were no longer
stereotyped 1o believe that they should only play with Barbies. Rather, they are now
porirayed to be more independent and self-confident in their decisions. The message
of girl power found in film is not a result of filmmakers advocating ideas of feminism.
Instead, it is o reaction to the modern change of times.

Film as a medium to spread modern day propaganda is an idea that
some people may still believe in. When asked if viewers watch movies for the
actors or for the messages, Lung respondad that they go for entertoinment. Let us
not forget that we go to movies for the mere reason of enjoyment. Lung
suggested that the best way 1o enjoy a movie is o randomly pick on without any
prior knowledge of the film. When we enter the theatres with an open mind, we
leave with a greater understanding and appreciation of the movie. So what's the
bottom line? Go indulge yourself with a bucket of popcorn and enjoy a 2-hour
escape from reality.
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Did you know that the first draft of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was

written by o Canadion2 Born in Hampton, New Brunswick, John Peters Humphrey, a professor
of Law at McGill University from 1937-1946, and 1966-1971, was asked by Eleanor Roosevelt
in 1946 to prepare a droft of the Declaration.

To celebrate the 50* anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Human Rights by
the United Nations in 1948, Simon Fraser University (SFU), SGI-Canada (Soka Gakkai
Intemational), and the UN Association of Canada (Vancouver Region), will present the exhibition,
“Citizen of the World: John Humphrey and the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,” which opens to the public on October 18, 1999, at Library Square in the Main Branch
of the Vancouver Public Library (at Georgia and Hamilton). Perspectives is a Supporter of the
event.

The exhibition celebrates the 50" anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration with a
profile of John Humphrey, and showcases a collection of original, handwritten, and typed,
Declaration first drofis dating back to 1947, as well as personal papers, photographs and other
documents.

“The Universal Decloration of Human Rights was hailed by Eleanor Roosevelt as the
‘Magna Corta of Monkind’ and described by Amnesty International as one of the greatest
documents that has ever existed,” explains Shirdey Farlinger, President of the Toronto Region of
the UN Associotion of Canada. “As author of the first draft, there is no question that John
Humphrey is a Canadian hero. His ideas and writings changed the world.”

Professor Humphrey wrote the first draft of the
Declaration in 1947, a year after he became Director of the
Division of Human Rights at the United Nations. A year loter, on
December 10, 1948, after much debate, the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights was unanimously adopted by the
UN General Assembly. Professor Humphrey wos Director of
the Division of Humon Rights at the UN for twenly years,
advancing the ceuse of human rights arcund the world. 1n 1963,
he suggested the UN create a High Commissioner for Human
Rights, a position thot became a reality thirly years later in
1993.

During his loier years, Professor Humphrey traveled the
world in support of human rights. He was a founding member
of the Nofiona! Section of Amnesty International Canada, and
wos its first president in 1973. He was also one of the founders
of the Canadion Human Rights Foundation, a member of the
Royal Commission on the Status of Women in Canada, a
member of the Board of Directors of the Intemational League of the Rights of Man, President of
the World Conference on Religion and Peace/Canada, and an Honourary Member of the War
Amputees of Canada.

John Peters Humphrey was bom in 1905, and faced many personal tragedies early on
in his life. Atage 6 he lost his left arm, and before turning 11, he had lost both his parents. He
died in 1995.

The exhibition is produced by McGill University Archives and is curated by Johanne
Pelletier {Director, McGill University Archives) in collaboration with Gerry Grace {Nationat Arts
Centre, Ottawa), John Hobbins (literary executor of the Humphrey papers), and Dr. Margaret
Kunstler Humphrey. The McGill University Archives is the repository for the Humphrey papers
(www.archives.mcgill.ca).

The exhibit runs at the downtown branch of the Vancouver Public Library until October
30, 1999, and continues throughout November in the SFU Main Library ot the Burnaby Mountain
campus. For more information, contact the “Citizen of the World” Project Commiiftee by calling
519-6443.
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*& Upon the shingled roof | perch, barefoot and wary,
= Wincing ot the rays of a yawning sun
* That washes the lawn blood-red.

7 VHclf-spem shadows of the insects flutter on a breeze

Dim and blur against the wall of the house,
The wisps of grass trapped in the cracks on the pavement droop
Dejectedly.

It is strangely silent tonight, the weight of alf the unsaid words of the
Miltennium-to-come filling the air with soft wings,

Words that alight on my shoulder, brush the back of my neck, and flit oway before
I can catch them.

It is strangely silent tonight, with the silence of all the unanswered questions of

The dying Millennium oppressing me on all sides with frigid fingers of glass,
Questions that constrict my throat with their doubt and stop my ears with deafening
Whispers.

i

It is almost completely dark now, and the outlines of the treetops

Melt out of sight as | shiver imperceptibly,

Lost in the maze of words that refuse to be carried adrift by the night wind,
Words that become louder with every second that trudges by,

Death, anguish, warfare, calamity, disease, isolation,

Hallmarks of this era, welcoming the next with a grim and cynical leer.
Scandal, riot, murder, exploitation, fear, injustice,

Each word etched in the aging wrinkles of the sky,

A testament of the advances humanity made in hate.

{ am immune to them, even as they whiz siraight ot me, double-edged swords
Dipped in poison.

Look at them losing momentum as the minutes stretch to hours

Look at them falling limp like withered weeds

Piled up on the ground.

They tade, dying embers that can no longer instill wrath or antipathy

And with one puff{ send them dancing.

They concoct stronger poisons, finker with sharper words and faster bullets
And launch another army, this fime more ruthless than the first.

Swarming in circles around me, flailing me with no mercy.

Pain, grief, turmoil, uncertainty, despair.

Caustic tears spring from my eyes, blinding me as | attempt to keep my head
Above the tray.

Gripped by terror | start to choke,
While the darkness thickens around me.
I flail my arms about wildly, as the night
Allies itself against me.

| clench my teeth, summon the last of my strength,
Murmur an enduring prayer

For the Morning Star

To user in the dawn.
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The Art of Poeir

“Write me something about poetry,’ the Editor
said to me lost week. Because the newspaper is
launching a Creative Writing Competition. Because
she knows | am an English student, who loves poetry
and keeps hying to write it. And because, like me, she
is surprised that people still think poetry is something
strange and exclusive and difficult, something they make
you study at school. NO! Poetry is for EVERYONE,
and ANYONE con do it

So, you may ask, what is poetry? And | can
only answer, what it is for me. For me, it is playing and
exploring and confessing and communicating — a space
where | can work out my thoughts and find new ways of
saying whet is imporiant to me.

Poems ore messages to yourself and to the
world. Poems con be love letters and/or political
siatements, they are a chance to express what you think
ond feel and want and experience. Poetry is a way to
‘make things strange,’ to make what is very familiar —
a tree, an emolion — seem new, to make you think
about it differently. Remember, tco, that words have a
lot of power — that writers, including poets, have been
and are sfill being imprisoned, even killed, simply for
the words they write. So every fime you write, you are
exercising your voice, your right to be heard, and that
is o very great freedom, and a very great joy.

Now, to inspire you for the Creative Writing
Compelition, and to give you an idea of how ‘free’
poetry can be, here are two of my favorite poems:

December by Ron Padgett
Fwill sleep

in my litile cup

For me these two ghqd lines, combined with a very
simple title, evoke the whole of wintertime, and the way
we all want to spend the winter resting and warm and

safe.

Also slightly wintry, here is a lovely piece by William
Carlos Williams, called This is just to say:

! have eaten
the plums
that were in

the icebox

and which
you were probably
saving

for breakfast

Forgive me
they were delicious
so sweet

and so cold

See, you can write poetry about something as basic as
stealing fruit from the refrigerator... Can you taste those
ice-cold plums2 | always wonder what the ‘you’ in the
poem will say, when he/she realizes the plums are gone.
But the poem is like @ snapshot of a relationship as well
— it suggests a home, and the infimacy between two
people.

You may have noticed that neither of these poems
rhymes; that their shape is quite different, and quite

free. Of course poetry can rhyme, and there are many
amazing shapes to play with — but it is up to you
whether to use them or not. The main thing is, to get
across what you are seeing, whether in front of you or
inside yourself, so that others can see it too. Just ‘telf

it like it is.”

If you feel ot all inspired by what you have
just read, why not try one or both of these two writing

exercises:

1. Choose an object, any object — a hairbrush, a
feather, a sandwich, whatever. Sit down with a
pen and paper and put the object in front of you.
Look atit. Smellit. Touch it. Ask yourself, what
is its shape, size, where did it come from, does it
look like anything else? Try describing it in as
much defail as possible, without naming it. Then
read your description to someone else and see if

they can guess what it is.

2. Choose an emotion —fear, anger, sadness, desire,
whatever you like. Let yourself really feel it. What
does it taste like? What does it look like? How
does your body react when you are feeling this
emotion? What kind of situation evokes this
emotion for you? Describe it in detail, again,

without naming the emotion.

Good luck!
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Deep in the

A raw wind & snapping ot the streefs of W___, and then suddenly itis starting 1o rain. The city is
instantansously awash i sofi, wet colours when the people iake out their umbrellas of black, blue and
yellow. Aslam stranded beneath an awning, waiting for the rin to end, | peer through the sheets of rain
tosearch for hins of the W___ Tknew as o boy—a town that was famous for her salted frout. W has
changed since e her ten years ago. Todoy | see only contorted traffic creeping down Lok Yang, an
avenue of duli stone buildings and ruinously expensive boutiques. The smell from the cars and the air-
conditioners s nauseous; there is no frace of the savory smell of wonton soup! The squawking of the
peddlers who sold everything from slippers to salted trout are now reploced by the rumbling of the cars and
the silence of the high-rises. As I shudy this congested lalbyrinth that has replaced the lovely town that [ knew
as a boy, on alley reveals iiselfin front of me. Could this be a shor cut?

The alley is wide enough to accommadate only three people ot one time and its surface is paved by
cobblestones instead of the “Lok Yarg Tar” As | continua to walk, | hiear some “fick-tock” sounds like
Hollanders dancing with their wooden shoes coming from above my head. | look up and discover that it
is only the sound that the rain mokes as it beals upon the awnings. By now, my pace has slowed down
because feel sufiocated and stifled. The airis saturated with maisture; | breathe it; | absorb it; it soaks my
dothes and it dsmpens my spirits. The air also emits the stale smell of slime and mould. 1 continue fo read
on the road but suddenly 1 feel some stingy things pricking my leg. | jump back a bit afraid that it is some
kind of creature. Hook closely ond find out it is nothing but weed. Occasionally, some weeds with blades
that are smeared with mildew will creep up from the cracks of the cobblestones.  In the midway, the
cobblestone is replaced by the Lok Yang Tar,” and the weeds are nowhere to be found.

You don't tum back and you move on. You now discover that it is one of the nights that do not come
often in alifefime. The darkness seems full of meaning; the hush is full of sound. As you continue to walk,
you will nofice that the alley is sandwiched betvieen medium sized apartments of stone-trimmed red brick.

The rooftops of the apartments seem to tum their backs on looming high-rise construdiions. The first
floors have no windows but many wooden doors that lead to some mysterious and perhaps magical
places. Rusty pipes are like edemal skeletons thot drape overthe apartments. And if you traced the pipes,
you would find that they all merge together eventually. Everything arises from a common soul. As you
trace the pathways of the pipes, you will spot the people of the second floor having supper in a restaurant,
ahintofthe old W__. The alley is now filled with sounds of chopsticks and the chattering of the people,
although they get out of tone sometimes. You pause for @ moment and imagine yourself as  condudior
leading this savoury orchestra. The smell of black bean rout wafts along the alley. And if your nose is very
sensilive, you can even smell the wonton soup. The lighi of the restaurant beats down on the road and
makes the puddles shimmer in the dark. When you see your face and the people in the restaurant
reflected in the puddles together, you will sense a kinship with the alley and its people. As the cooking
smells cease, you will nofice a change in the environment. The alley gets narrower to the point that
allows only two people to walk by at the same time. Nevertheless, the namow alley mokes you feel as
though someone is hugging you in this cold night, giving you all their love and warmth. You sense the
exira closeness with your damp shirt sticking 1o your skin, as if you were assimilated into the alley.
Although the awnings have disappeared unnoficeably, when you look up lo the sky, you still cannot see
the sky. The alley lies shrouded in a haze of its own, hiding her culture and romance from the outside
world.

Now | am at the bend of the road. Around the bend is a chef pushing a cart that is loaded with
wooden barrels in the direction fowards me.

“Stay put against that wall and | will move against this one,” he says abruptly.

Hollow his instructions and both of us get through the botlenack of the alley. | walk for two minutes
and then I see a door in front of me with a sign: “Deliveries Only.”

Going to Work

Here's my daily routine: | woke up ot 6:15am. 1 brush my teeth, and dress up in order to make myself
look smarter than what | really am. Then, I eat a quick breakfast and leave home by 7:20am fo caich the bus
on fime. About 45 minutes later, [ get to my destination: my workplace.

Everything seems routine up to this point. However, things that follow are different from day to day.
While it can be prefty exciting once in awhile, sometimes it can simply drive you crozy and make you
exhausted and feel ready to retire at 30.

While | would rather keep my work details confidentiol (although those of you who knew me knows
where | work and vhat | do}, | con fell you that | work in a customer-service environment. The industry that
I am in is edremely competitive, so we have to pay close atfention fo our competitors’ sirategies, such as
new products, pricing, and services.

Those vho have worked in sales, or a marketing environment, would agree that being in a customer-

oriented indushy is a stressful job. Since customers play such a key role in determining your overall
performance, you abwoys have fo be pleasant and wear a smile on your face, whether you like it or not. As
my boss alvoys says, employees represent the image of the whole company when they are servicing
customers. i's the employees, not the managers, who can fum customers to be loyal clients or company’s
nightmare. | agree with this poin, since customers deal only with the employees, who are ot the botiom
level of the organizational hierarchy. Company policies may make customers unhappy and feel unfair, but
i's the aftitude of the employees that determine how they enjoy doing business with us. Since pride and
self-respect are so dear fo every one of us, people generally like fo deal with those who can make them feel

they are important and respected. A simple example: would you prefer falking to someone who is
pleasant and caring than someone who is grumpy and makes you feel that you are wasting his/her
precious fime?

Sadly, as competiion between corporations increase, and customers become the key to winning
the battle, the customers themselves also become more sophisficated and knowledgeable in that they
know they are important. This leads fo a situation where customers begin to demand unreasonable and
excessive requests. They know that they are precious to the companies, so they declare they are the
kings and queens and they believe tha they are simply, “always right.” On the other hand, cost reduction
and downsizing are common in todoy’s organization, thus expanding the ratio of employees to
customers. Whot this leads fo is a stressful worldorce: on one hand, the employees have to make sure
thateach dlient's need is being well taken care of, and that their visits o the bank are pleasant experiences.
On the other hand, they have fo maintain their efficiency and effectiveness in growing responsibilities in
a resource-limited environment. The stress among workers is particulor evident in a large organization,
where the corporate hierarchy is more complicated and the workers have liifle say fo change company’s
policies.

The staff in my company is not the only group that is feeling over-worked and stress. This is o
common phenomenon in today’s global market where supply greatly exceeds demand. And | do
believe thot this is an urgent issue for most organizations; there’s an end 1o the tunnel, even though
nobody’s know when, or how many of us, will we see the light.



The Mystery of Women...UNCOVERED!!

1 gota bone o pick with you girls. How come every gid Igo out with either wans to many me or wants
nothing to do with me2 In this day and oge it's very dificult to be a young edult male seeking love. I've
gone through much heartbreak, so | kncw how itis. Buteven encountering these greot setbacks tamriot
discouroged, because | know there is someone out there for me, just like there is someone out there for
everyone.

thave discovered something obout girs, which 1 will share with all my brothers. Girs are never the
same. You cannot stereolype them at ol into one karge category and label it “chicks”. They don'twant the
same stuff and they don't off have the same expeciations. That is what's so frustrating dealing with women
in the 90s {soon 1o be Y2K vomenl). You have to be smart and sensitive to their needs without being a
complete wuss. You have to ba nice and sweet but not all the time or else it gets annoying. You must
sometimes pay for them, but then again she might be a feminist and reject the idea of an unbalanced
financial relafionship. Be careful out there guys.

You know the phrase, “nice guys finish last2” Well that phrase should read, “nice guys finish last
unless they mee! nice girs.” This fends 1o ring rue in my expedence. The reason nice guys finish last is
because they meet girls vho want to be treated kindly but are quick to take advantage of the guys
thoughtfulness. All of o sudden she vonis a “bad boy”. They want someone who can sweep them off their
{eet, enrage their parents and just be en ol arcund tough guy. Meanwhile though, she wants to keep you
on hold while she has fivs l&#2 Bing vith another guy because she knows it can’tlast. And wouldn't you

know it, being the nice guy that you are; you accept her back after she’s done this to you. Why? Because you
love her. HEY, wake up! She obviously doesn't love you, otherwise she wouldn't have done this o you.
Maybe the phrase should be changed to “stupid guys who follow their hearts without using their heads
finish lasi"2

Now once meeting a “nice girl”, nice guys are relatively safe. Why2 Because nice girls don't cheat on
you. They know d good thing when they see one. If you treat her right and provide her with what she needs
and give her what she wanis, then both of you should be happy. Bui for how long? My guess would be
probably until the mention of the word “marriage”.

Many of my fellow men cringe at that word, but not me. If 1 know in my heart that | love someone, | will
many her. #idont, lwon't. s as simple as that. You females think we're worried about commitment? |
know plenty of guys who would sign the dotted line for a lease on a new car {of their choice} without even
thinking twice and spend half their adult life paying forit. Commitment isn't the problem. If's probably either
because he doesn't really love you or his fear of your lack of devotion.

Well my space is up. have much more to say but no room fo say it. So to all those looking for love,
don't give up. And for all those in love, [ wish you luck. But final, for all those who don't want love, please
reconsider. You know what they say, “T'is better to have love and lost, than to have never loved at all” and
besides there are a lot of us single people out herel

“Triangles in their various forms appeal

We've known about tiongles since we were little children. As we grow older, we start to leam
about more different forms of Fiangles, such as love tiangles, situation riangles, emotional triangles,
and so forth. Triangles are not necessarily bad, as long as you know how to balance them in your life,
and, more imporiantly, how: to keep them apart.

First of all, let's talk about obluse triangles. Technically, they can be described as having one angle
exceeding 90, but not exceeding 180 . B symbolizes a body position that all of us have to leam to do
during our doy fo day reutine. ¥hen ! was young, my back used fo be a pedect 180 , or somefimes over
180 in order fo compsehend what wos happening above the level of my height. As | grew older, |
proctised assuming the perfed 180 sianding positon as |Hace my counterparts. Metaphorically speaking,
it represents confidence, and enthusxsm, and excellence. However, as | continued to grow, the 180
position began 1o get me into unnscessary rouble. As soon os | started my first real paid b, | wos
puzzledio see how the most copable pecple are usually fhe ones who appear very dose to 180, butnot
exoctly. The effect was phenomenal. The obtuse posifion made them appear polite, composed, almost
bowing, but not exactly. ! then leamt o assume the obluse angle, not because | am excephionally tall, but
because it worked the best. i still does.

to you, like obtuse, right, isoceles etc.”

Secondly, the right angle. Once in a while, one has to be able to assume that exaggerated right angle
bowing position; if not physically, ot least emotionally. If there is one thing thot Heamt thot would get me
through most sorts of trouble, it would be the wisdom 1o know how to apologize. Being able to admiit your
weakness is the only way you will be able to forgive yoursell. Of course, ot times, you will have to stand up
for yourself, but always remember, try not to break the obluse rule.

Isoceles is probably the most useful triangle in one’s lifetime. We live in a world where we are not
alone. We interadt, talk, and work with people all the time. What is more important than acquiring the ability
to balance your aclions with the world's? An isoceles triangle is one that has two sides being equal, but
leaning onto one another, and balanced by a fim connection which makes it possible to stand. What more
needs to be said? Therefore, let triangles appeal to you. Be
honest and “nght”. Stand and face the world with an “obtuse” manner. Most importantly, live life “isosceles-
by

Don’t tolerate customer disservice

Large and smoll companies olike can provide inadequate customer service that upsets
consumers. Damage ranges from spoiling vacations fo ruining social gatherings.

1 recently stayed of o Florida property of an international hotel chain. When I booked the
hotel through the chain’s central toll-free reservation centre, | was told the hotel’s complimen-
iary shuttles leave for Disney World every half an hour. Arriving in the late morning, | expected
to be in Disney that same doy. To be sure, | spent my first day in Disney. However, rather than
shutifing my woy there, | had to take a cab. The last shuttle leaving the hotel was long gone.
Anyway, it only runs once an hour. This necessitated critical timing on my return. Fortunately,
| made it onto the crowded bus and did not have to take a cab back to the hotel.

But my doy wos far from over. When all | wanted to do was sleep after a long day of
walking, | was confronted by o new challenge—how to get rid of a frog in the room. My first
action was fo call room service. An hour after | called them, no one had come. When the frog
reappeored the next night, | fought them on the phone before they agreed to send someone
up. This experience told me not to take customer service for granted. To get it one must
demand it.

Another hotel-related incident happened locally. 1invited two guests to dinner at the
renowned restaurant of a respected hotel. Our expectations were high. | anticipated nothing

less than perfect food and flawless service. What | got was average food and surprisingly
disappointing service. On spotting a live insect on a plate of truits, we directed a server o
the sight. Instead of getting sympathy and apology, we goi this unemotional sentiment: “Oh.
The fruit. Yes. Sometimes the fruit can have bugs.” | admit | didn't dress up really fancily, nor
do | look the business type. 502 1did not deserve that kind of disrespect. To exercise my
rights as a paying customer, | left my server a negligible tip and am in the process of filing a
detailed complaini.

The assault of despicable customer service wouldn’t be complete without o dishearten-
ing situation in an entertainment establishment after dinner. It is common for many stores to
give their customers redeemable stamps for each visit. However, due to a poorly-worded
“coupon” stamp they put on my receipf once, | did not ask for stkamps as | normally would.
When they refused the redeem the “coupon” next fime, | questioned their logic. An assistan
manager shot back it is none of my business. When | demanded for the stamps they never
gave me, they wouldn’t budge. They promised lo call me after reviewing their tapes of
counter activity, but at column submission four days later, | have yet to hear from them. If .
they hoped | would forget, they can forget about getting my business again.

Your Momma is a Woman

That's right, in case you haven't noticed. Just about os blatantly obvious a statement as “There’s on
extreme shortage of parking fadilifies ot UBC.” If you were one of those who had the pleasure of frying to
locate a spotin B-Lotin the first two weeks of school, 1 wouldn't have to explain to you any of this. One day
| anived at B-5 at 10:00, couldn’t find a spot after circling like a freaking vutture for more than half an hour,
and ended up parking ot the very end of B-7, still with a thirty-plus-cars-lineup right behind me. | wonder
where those unfortunate students ended up parking...10™ and Alma? It really makes me appreciate the
wisdom of the people who park along SW Marine two miles from school and then bike to class: it makes
more sense that it sounds.

The problem is not new. 's a perennial pest you can expect fo see every year, just like the little green
worms that hang down from the trees of Main Mall. It's just that UBC decides fo ignore it, as clearly
demonstrated by the 1 in 4 chance of winning the parkade-permit-draw every year. But that's fine, since
there’s always gonna be a B-Lot. Right?

We can deal with #, you say, as we could for the past two/four/ten years. Bad os it is now, you soy, it’s
stil tolerable. Really think s02 Now here's the scary part: UBC has an Official Community Plan, which

proposes scrapping B-1, 8-4, B-5, B-7 and the parking lot adjacent to SRC, and tum them info housing.
Now, more student housing is good. But if they so drastically reduce the number of parking lots, they better
drastically increase transit service to campus. Unfortunately for us insignificant students, the plan doesn't
mention any cooperative efforts with BC Transit. So the next fime you see Martha walking around campus
with her “Think about it” slogan, make sure you ask her to think about how fo relieve the existing parking
problems, or at least notto worsen it. Say, if four of the B-Lofs are to be scrapped, why not take one or two
and build multi-story parkades on top of them?

But of course, we are only insignificant students whose opinions no one really cares, or they would
have seeked the opinion of the AMS in drawing that communily plan. Butsince they didn’t, and the AMS has
only one or two votes out of twenty-four in the senate, | guess we're desfined to be screwed by the
burecucracy. Unless miracle happens and they revise their original plan, we will kiss our of’ B-Lots goodbye
somelime in the future. We can only hope it will happen after we have graduated {or have been expelled).

So why hasn't UBC noficed? | dunno. Maybe it's @ hermaphrodite.
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