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“What the heck is Perspectives?”

While taking part in several activities for Per-
spectives in summer, we, the crew of
"Perspectivesians”, were repeatedly confronted with
the question: “What the heck is Perspectivese”
{Perspectives sounds like a design company; or per-
haps a service hotline). Which is why | am going to
tatk about Perspectives in this first issue, just in case

you readers are asking that same question.

“Perspective [count noun] a particular attitude to-
wards or way of regarding something; a point of

view.”

To provide readers with different voices and
viewpoinis from people of different cultural and ra-
cial backgrounds in Vancouver has always been the
essence of Perspectives. This year we want to rein-
force this aim further by adopting a new theme-based
approach. From now on, each issue will focus on a
pariicuiar theme. In this first issue we have chosen
“Humor”. We want to discuss this theme from social,
political as well as campus viewpoints. Read “Fea-
ture Presentation” and you find a range of different
views on “"Humor”—something to refresh you and

cheer you up.
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Of course, just having our own perspectives
would be far too narrow. Never will we forget to
include your voices—our “Open Forum” is a space
for readers to contribute ideas, beliefs and thinking,
so that we can widen our horizons as well.

“Colors of Maple” has rejuvenated and be-
come a site in which different cultural viewpoints
are gathered. Qur columnists are pouring out their

thoughts to us in “Reflections.”

“Perspective [mass noun] true understanding of the

relative importance of things.”

Apart from publishing the paper throughout
the academic year, we also have a sense of per-
spective about what we should do for the well being
of our readers and our newspaper. Our promotion
this year is the second anniversary of the Flight Of
The Imagination Writing Contest. The theme for the
contest— “Tofu Conspiracy.” What2 How can a
cube of tofu become a conspiracy? How coyld this
be our theme? Inferesting, eh? Then don't forget to
keep close track of future announcements.

In essence, Perspectives, relies on two funda-

mental things: encouraging readers and dedicated
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staff. | consider myself very lucky this year to have a
crew of tireless and extremely cheerful people to work
with. Should you be interested in sharing our joy
and fun (nof to mention, hardship, sweat and tears),
don't forget to visit us at the Clubs Days.

“ORIGIN late Middle English (in the sense of
“optics”): from perspect- ‘fooked of closely’, from
the verb perspicere, from per ‘thorough’ + specere
“to look”.”

Perspective also means to see thoroughly,
things happened in the past, at present and more
importantly in future.

One steaming August summer day, | was drink-
ing Soya milk ot a restaurant at Goldfish Lane,
Wangfujiang, in Beijing. My mind hovered over some
questions— the future of Perspectives, of my mother-
land and myself. Being a Hong Kong Chinese in a
Taiwanese-run restaurant in Mainland Ching, | felt
my heart absurd, deep and heavy.

Three places, one race, ten thousand diverg-
ing perspectives.

In this summer, the news about the two sides
of the Taiwan Strait never once cooled down. Good
or bad. Love or hate. The future of Mainland China
and Taiwan is no less smoggy than the blurring sky of
the capital city.

Perspectives is looming towards the new
millennium. | have the privilege of working with this
great team and this paper across two millenniums.
Your suppori, criticism and encouragement lay the

path for Perspectives. Thank you, and welcomel!
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Creative submissions wanted Il Submissions considered for publication will be posted in the “ free style” section. All submissions must be WANTE D

original, unpublished work that includes the name and contact number of the writer. All items received become property of Perspectives.
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For those who have seen the movie “Patch Adams," you know that h U mO U r can he the best medicine in life.
Tension, stress and anxiety can be ‘cured’ with a good laugh. So, to start the academic year off, we decided to offer
and show you three ways to give you a laugh, a smile, or just a lighthearted snicker to lead you into the start of
another (or your first) academic year. Whether being full-time, part-time, or having no-time to find respite in this
hectic and busy world, we hope you enjoy our first issue, and many issues to come.
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Protest
against
leadline

3:30am, Vancouver - Eary today in front of Vancouver

City Hall, situated on Cambie Street, a newspaper boy
decided to shout out the headline of FunnyNews. The
police soon arrived fo see what was going on with the
newspoper boy.

The aggressive youngster, also known as
Tabloyd, claims that everyone should have a right to
know about the firsthand news in British Columbia.
Joked Tabloyd, “There will be no taxes in Canada from
nowon.” Affer the police’s warnings, the Tabloyd stood
there without shouting and raised the newspaper with
its headline shown to the public.

Soon after, a beaver and an infant soon
arrived to the scene carrying signs. They protested
that their story should be making the headlines of
FunnyNews. The beaver, by the name Laydolph, says
that since the beginning of civilization, his ancestors
have been cutting down lumber and building dams.
A while back ago, laydolph was unemployed because
of the increases of technological advances in society.
Now, finally, ofter several years of waiting, Laydolph
finally has a job at Stanley Park of which his position is
to be cute and act friendly to young children. “It's bet-
ter than having nothing to do. It's unlike me, but it's a
job.” When asked about his profest Laydolph
responded, “My life’s a joke and me gelting a job in
BCis a joke. Shouldn't | be making headlines2”

Beside Laydolph sat o baby with a sign in
his hand reading, ‘I've a Pension’. When asked for a
name, the baby’s mother answers by the nome Nyeve.
Nyeve is only a year old and can only communicate in
baby terms. The mother however, is able to under-
stand every thought of Nyeve and so quesiions were
given o the mother o answer by. Known as Mrs.
Reelistik, she says that Nyeve was watching television
and suddenly a news broadcast of the newspaper boy
(Tabloyd) appeared. Soon after, she just could not
stop Nyeve from corning to the scene. Nyeve seems
to be saying that chances of him receiving an old age
pension is worthy enough io be reported in

FunnyNews.
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Best & Worst Club Activities
Best: “Beer Gardens” - If you don't know what this is or never attended one, then boy do you need alife! In the magazine of Maclean's university guide, UBC is best known
for the beer gardens. Although it's just a party with drunken idiots complaining and whining about how UBC sucks, it's a pretty good stress-relief on a Friday night.

Worst: “Car wash” - Aren't club activities about having fun? Or am | wrong?

IWsclean!
ve out-of six .#al

Best & Worst Place to Break-up
Best: "Library” - Noise, unwanted language, violence and murder is prohibited.
Worst: “Chem Lab” - Acid, base and all other corrosive and reactive chemicals are available.

Best & Worst Way to Study for an Exam
Best: "Don'’t Study’™” - Believe me, if you pay attention in class, read through the materials every night and understand the concepts, studying will be useless by that time.

Worst: “Study” - The price to pay for skipping the day and partying the night away. Don't try to believe in being able to cram a whole semester of information into the
brain in one night or even two nights! Even if you did, you won't have the energy to write the exam the next moming.

" -Most: “Angus”
east: "CompS;

Best & Worst Food
Best: *?” - Ever heard of good campus food? No! If you have to choose something then Il have to vote for the hot dog stands.
If you don't like hot dogs then the best solutions are eat out or pack your own food.
Worst: *Y &Y~ - Since I'm writing for a Chinese newspaper and I'm Chinese myself, | have to say the Chinese food in Y&Y sucks!
" Besides the fact that the food looks like some overnight leftovers, there are no way people can call those “things" are Chinese food.
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Best & Worst Way to “Raise” Your GPA

Best: “Peanut’s Butter” - Be inseparable with your professor. Be there for him when he needs you and be ther
e for him when he doesn’t want you.Camp outside his office if necessary. Eventually he will give in to the force.
Worst: “Lame Reasons”- Please don't give the reasons you used in high school. Things like my dog ate my
homework don't work anymore. If there's a prof who buys into that, please contact me ASAP.

How to Save Cash/Credit:

1.Look for fridges in your Undergrad Soc office and place your carefully pressed bills and credit cards inside with the sign “open in 2999."

This strategy has the added benefit of reducing your tuition costs cuz you'll be out of UBC in a jiffy. Or maybe a straitjacket.

3. Use only complimentary stationery from hotels - beware of our anti-corporation, anti-globalization student peers though.

Ways of Breaking Writer's Block:

1.Visit the psych-ology department and experience their exciting experiments. Beware of the hidden XXX content of the surveys, or you may unknowingly divulge your inner-most fantasies.
2. Ask your friends about what their topics are. Have extra cash handy. 3. Rush out onto the lane when cars exit your nearest parkade; expect to break a little more than your writer's block

Courses for the 99/00 School Year:

1. SOCI 100 (007) due to its catalogue number of 18888. (“Eight” in Chinese sounds like “prosperity. )
2. HINU 309, which our resident fortune teller calculates to be lucky for the year of the rabbit. Please read disclaimer.
3. Any HKIN course, especially for Hong Kong-lovers and Hong Kong-born Canadians: stay “in,” take HK IN.

1.
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Gazing Spots for the Politically Incorrect You:

1. Pre-exam, at the Hebb Theatre. With strawberry sundae in hand, silently jeer at your peers viciously cramming as the clock ticks.

2. Qurlibraries. As literacy declines in the world, readers (i.e. those of us who are actually able to read) will soon become extinct.
Libraries will be historic sites, so you should simmer in the sights of libraries while you still can.

3. Revel in the majestic beauty of the Mairi library clock tower, the phallic symbol appearing on so many postcards that will serve

to unite UBC students and alumni from far and wide... oh UBC... it stands on guard for thee...

2. Cut living expenses by setting up camp in your preferred building, where the heat is always on and the washrooms are always running.
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When we were first intreduced fo the three
actors, Dan Jofire, lan MeDonald, and Scott Owen,
it felt that they were indeed stage performers.
Threugheut the interview, the actors were very easy
going and carefree. Their on-stage identities would
subtly appear and ra-appear during the interview.
Perhaps @ eriteria for baing a good improviser is that
thelr ewn identify is ene of an off-centre character.
lan MeDeneald eommented that the characters that
he porirays en stage is merely an extension of
himself. However, @ winning team consists of more
then just funny peeple.

Dan Joffre emphasised the imporiance of
taamwork, Ona of the aspecis of winning would be
the imporiance of a good group dynamic. He recalled
several “perfact moments” on stage when the feam
was able to execute a perect scene. The aciors
undersioad and expected what the other was going
to say. He emphasised the importance of listening
te his teammates off and on stage.

Another winning tip would be the relevance
of eurrent avents. Bacause the show relies on the
avdience to make suggestions, thus creating the
scens, the players must constantly be up to date with
the latest pop culture. When they aren't acting, they
would be waiching new releases at the cinemas,
reading newly published titles, and even keeping up
to date with childran’s programs like Teletubbies and
Pokemon.

Improvisafion is a form of theatre. Some
actors see It as a challange. Some good acfors are
good at performing scripted dramas and comedies;
while, some excel at improvisation. Scott Qwen
added that improvisation existed even during

Many would agree that Vancouver has ifs own West Coast identity. Aside from our very laid-
back and carefree culiure; there also comes a very distinct sense of humour. Vancouver humour can
easily be seen on shows like Double Exposure or, even heard on the local radio
stations like Z95.3 or 99.3 The Fox. For live performances, the comedy scene is thriving thanks io the
Vancouver TheatreSports League.

The Vancouver TheatreSports League is an internationally recognised theatre company.
Since its establishment in 1980, it has evolved info a professionally managed, full-time theatre company.
To date, the League’s group of actors and improvisers has performed to over 200,000 people. The
actors skillfully combine the elements of live theatre with quick wit improvisation to successfully
perform a show.

For those who are new to TheatreSports, it is a live show consisting of two feams of actors
that compete against one another. The actors take suggestions from the audience o create a humorous
show that is later scored by three judges. The three judges are randomly selected from the audience.

There are some basic rules though. The compefing teams must abide by the rules and
regulations that are enforced by the League's referee who is present throughout the show. Some basic
rules include: keeping the scene within the given time period, and no blocking or wimping. Blocking is
when an aclor deliberately cuts the scene. Wimping is when an actor refuses or wimps out of o scene.
Furthermore, the referee has the authority to add or subtract points if he or she finds the scene to have
a higher degree of difficulty or if the improviser has performed something of an offensive nature. The
referee also has the authority to place an actor inside the penalty box for a time based on the nature of
the offence.

Classic TheatreSports skillfully combines live improv with the competitive element of sport.
ThealreSporis is a very competitive form of theaire. The actors must maintain excellent communication
with their team-males, be quick-witted, and most of all-they must perform good, funny, understandable
humour to please the audience. Recently, we were able io interview some members from team Johnny

Quest of the Vancouver TheatreSports League.

Shakespeare’s time. He commented how
improvisatior: was the beginning of it all. Film scripts,
stand-up comedy and other comedic perfformances
often begin with improv roofs. Improvisation is a
form of theatre that continues work well not only
because the actors find it challenging; but, because
the audience is very receptive to it.

After watching a Classic TheatreSports
show, we realised the importance of the audience.
Like any other live performance, the quality of the
show is dependent on how receptive the audience is.
Good suggestions from the audience make the
beginning of a good show. The actors enjoy pushing
the envelope and seeing how far can they go fo
enterlain their audience. Audience laughter feeds
off one another to create a very enjoyable and
enterfaining atmosphere. The actors we interviewed
suggested that the crowds even enjoy watching the
players crash with a good skit because that just makes
the scene even funnier. The Vancouver TheatreSports
League successfully explores the area of comedy that
marks the difference between funny and offensive.
Members of the audience are nof speciators; rather,
they are participants of a very entertaining
performance.

The Vancouver TheatreSporis League
offers a wide variety of services besides live
productions. They offer workshops for future
actors; corporate tfraining; ond school &
community tours. Their performances are held at
the Arts Club New Revue Stage at Granville Istand.
Further information regarding the Vancouver
TheatreSports League can be found at their
website, www.visl.com; or, by telephone at 738-
7013.
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People Say the ‘Darndest Things Abeuf €a

There is a Canada Day poster that boldly states, “We have good
reoson to be proud of being Canadian}” And then it goes on to say “Here’s
Why!” '

Now, I can understand this poster being given to immigrants
applying for citizenship, but it seems a bit odd for it to be given to your
bonefide Canadian. Shouldn’t a Canadian already be proud of being
Canadion? Do we need to prove it to ourselves?

You might think so when a premier says, “Two things hold this
country together. Everybody hates Air Canada coffee, and everybody hates
Ontario” {Newfoundland premier Brian Peckford in 1979). You can't refute
a certain truth to it when Ontario premier David Peterson said, “The thing
that keeps this great country together is that everybody hates Onlario; and
the thing that keeps Oniario together is that everybody hates Toronto; and
the thing that keeps Toronto together is that everyone hates Bay Street [where
the TSE is located].” You might think there’s a problem when everybody
hates everyone.

It is perhaps most damning when Canada’s most prominent
feature is considered a flaw, “If some countries have oo much history, we
have too much geography” (Prime Minister Mackenzie King in 1936).

To some extent Canada’s vast ‘dominion’ makes Conadians feel
distant toward one another. How can you dispute it with titles like, “Boy
Meets Girl in Winnipeg and Who Cares?” (Hugh Mact.ennan—novelist,
1960), and “If You're So Good, What Are You Daing in Saskatoon?” (Title
for popular Prairie drama of the early 1980s). Edmonton probably gets it

the worst with comments like, “Edmonton, like acne, is to be endured”
{Mordecai Richler in 1976}, or “Edmonton isn't exactly the end of the world,

but you can see it from there” (Calgary mayor Ralph Klein).

What is perhaps most difficult obout Canada is the fact that
Canadians fend to compare themselves to Americans. For, “without at
least a touch of anti-Americanism, Canada would have no reason to exist.
Of all general definitions of the Canadians this is the most nearly valid:
twenty million people who, for anything up to twenty million reasons, prefer
not to be Americans.”

But o funny thing about Canadians is that “Canadians don't
feel part of this country unless they're out of it. There is nothing to link a
person from Winnipeg with someone from Quebec, unless they're in Venice
logether, sitting in St. Mark’s Square, drinking cappuccino. Suddenly, you
have something in common” (Theatre director Robert Lepage in 1990).

Oprah Winfrey probably said the best thing about Canadians,
“We [the Oprah Winfrey Show] get 3,000 letters a week, a lot from Canada.
One thing about Canadians, they don‘t mail me their eleciric bills and ask
me fo pay for them—like some Americans have—and don't send me dirty
responses when | dont. | love that.”

Now there is something to be proud of, eh?

Bibliography: Olive, David. Canada Inside Qul, How We See Qurselves
How Others See Us. Toronto: Doubleday Canada, 1996.
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The future will be the past and the past was the future

By Jenny Beckmann (winner of Flight of Imagination Writing Contest )7

Monday, March 29, 2099.

I am here again, at my favorite place fo go, the museum of the 1900s. Itis weird to
imagine these people living like this so long ago. Itis even weirder to imagine why they
thought their society was so superior and advanced. It never fails fo make me chuckle over
how they called it the “computer age.” Those bulky microchips! However, | am getting off
topic. My assignment was to write about something that really fascinates me and the
1900s itis. Itis staggering to consider all that happened in that finy space of 100 years and
yet they seemed not to have come that far at all. It seems tiny, wobbling baby steps were
taken fo get to the millennium. Just think, two world wars, did they not learn the first time?
Nuclear bombs! Why would anyone wish such destruction on fellow humans? Cancer,
AIDS, how did these people five so long without cures? Again | digress, let us start at the
beginning...

The first rooms | come to after entering the museum are called the dark ages. 1once
heard a period of time hundreds of years ago called the dark ages, but truly, no time seems
as dark as these years. World War One and World War Two gripped the earth with such
terror. The first one was called “the war to end all wars,” what happened there? As|gaze
into the photographs of soldiers smiling bravely and wives and children waving proudly i
am filled with a gut wrenching feeling because | know what is going to happen. They are alt
going to die, your son, your father, your husband, and your brother. You will never see
them again. | want to scream at the happy faces waving flags in the pictures fo stop and do
notletthem go. They are never coming back. Never coming back, that phrase echoes in my
head. |shake it out and hurry from those rooms. | can not bear fo think about those wars.
1914-1918, WWI. 19391945, WWII. Why could no one see what they were doing?
Why did leaders such as Hitler even have that much power? Such things could never
happen nowadays with our World Council. Especially after WWIIi. Of course, they say that
hindsight it always 20/20, but really, could people such as Bill Clinton not see the Middle
East for what it really was? The next world war just waiting to happen. Luckily though
Saddam Hussein wos stopped and in 2004 war was finally outlawed and seen as freason
against the World State.

The next rooms | enter are the rooms of enlightenmeni. These are much more
inspiring and do not come with nearly as much pain. The words “once small step for man,
one giant leap for the mankind” are emblazoned over the doorway. | like this saying,
although it really had nothing fo do with the 1900s. Their steps seemed so insignificant
now. It would have been strange to live in a world where life on the moon and mars

seemed like such a big deal. | guess people from the 1960s, or even the 1990s would find
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daily commutes from the moon to earth an amazing feat, yet now thousands go to work like
that everyday. ltis also unbelievable to imagine life without computers and the Internet.
How did they even function? When | hear about how they had to connect through telephone
lines, then cable lines | wonder did it not ever occur fo them that wireless was the only way
to go? | guess they were on the right track with celluiar telephones, but why did they not
extend it a litlle bit further2 World wide satellite hook ups make our lives so much easier
now. No connecting fimes, we are always hooked up and satellites never go down, signals
can never get lost in cyber space. At least they came up with the internet | muse as { wonder
through the rooms, which is surprising | think when you look at the machines they had 1o
deal with. What big, bulky, inconvenient computers! They thought that their laptops were
so hi tech, what would they have thought about our hand held, palm size, voice activated
models we have? Probably would have taken them for granted, as | am sure we are doing
now. Enough of this, let us move on fo the next stage.

The final rooms are the rooms of medicine. Here is where we learn about the
maior kiflers of the 1900s. | do not know how people survived with so r;mny diseases
floating around. Cancer, AIDS, sound absolutely terrifying and even these things called the
Cold and the Flu. With such an unsanitary world, | am surprised the entire human race did
not die out. | guess though, like all problems that seem fo present themselves to mankind,
it it only @ matter of fime before they win or the problem is solved. Cold and flues are
obsolete and the children are vaccinated for Cancer and AIDS in kindergarten. Our entire
world is so much cleaner now. There is no such thing as pollution and special chemicals
released into the atmosphere patched the ozone. Daily sanitizing sprays over cities also
help to keep us clean and healthy. The average life span back then was around 80, now it
is 112. At 80, your life has barely begunt

This look back on the 1900s barely scratched the surface of things. So much could
have been written about this society that presumed to know everything. They played with
fire and lost. After WWIll and the nuclear holocaust that followed the new generation was
left to pick up the pieces. We do not presume to know everything like our forefathers and

we do not attempt to tamper with laws of nature that are irreversible. | always wish though
| could have told them about the potential they really had and how much better things could
have been if only greed had not got in the way so often. | guess it is useless to wish though.
The 1900s were a great learning experience for us because every great masterpiece needs
arough draft. That society showed us what can happen when we do not take care to watch
ourselves and presume too much. | wonder though, in 100 years who will be studying us.

In 100 years, whose rough draft will we be?
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Monday 2-2-2 Special Wednesday Special :

Any 2 Medium Pizzas with (2 toppings) One Medium Pizza {Two toppings)
2 It. Beverage {your choice) One Small Pizza, One 2kt Bottle of Beverage
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Salads

Pastas
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Green Salad 3.00 Pasta 4.99
Caesar Salad 4.00 Baled Lasagna 4.99
Greek Salad 4.75 Baked Spaghetti 4.99
Iranian Olivia Salad 4.00

(served with Garlic Bread)

Choice of: Italian, French, Thousand Isiand,
or Ranch Dressing.

Beverages
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Choice of: Tomato Sauce, Meat Sauce,
and Mushroom Sauce.

Open from
Can Pop - 1.00 Water Bottles 1.30 Sl am - 12:30am
Juice 1.38 2t Pop 2.22 - -Weekends
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The Flight of Imagination Writing Contest 2000

The contest is divided into English and Chinese divisions Entrants are to choose
one subject from each of the following two lists respectively:

List One List Two
Peace Chair
Conspiracy Tofu
Relationship License Plate
Armageddon Mouse
Money Ping Pong

Having chosen the two different subjects, entrants have to write a creative work
based on them. The creative work may be of any kind of the suggested styles:

1) Poetry: any poetic style is acceptable [not more than 100 words]

2) E-mail style: to be written as email and sent to perspectives@bctel.ca
[no more than 500 words]

3) Short story [no mare than 2000 words]

Creativity is the most important element in marking. In each writing-style category
of both English and Chinese divisions, a winning piece will be chosen. There will
be six winners in total for all Chinese and English categories

Deadline
Submission deadline for the contest is on February 14 [counted on the
postal date]
No late submissions will be accepted.

Inquiries
Perspectives UBC
Office Address: Room 241A, SUB
6138 Student Union Bivd.
The University of British Columbia
Vancouver BC V6T 2A5
General Inquiries: 822 9253
Or email at perspectives-info@interchange.ubc.ca
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Going to Tokyo: Newbies Take Note.

For those of you who have never traveled to a major international city,
you may become overwhelmed by the sheer size and scope of the environ-
ment you are entering. Tokyo is no exception.

When you first arrive in Japan, you may be comforted by the unique
scenery as you approach Narita Airport. The interesting contrast between
Vancouver and Narita can easily catch one off guard. Leaving Vancouver,
you can see the whole Lower Mainland virtually covered in urban
development. As you toke-off towards the East, you see the buildings in
Richmond shrink smaller and smaller, your view of the city becoming ever
more broad. If you keep your eyes io the ground, you will begin to see
Highway 99 that cuts through from Richmond to Ladner until you see the
road disappear under the Fraser River in the George Massey Tunnel. Your
view constantly changes as the plane begins to turn towards the Pacific,
on its way to one of the most dynamic places on earth.

Narita, however, is nothing like Vancouver. Once you reach the Japa-
nese coast, the main thing you will find are rice fields, and manmade hills
and forests scattered around the region. As you maintain your gaze on
the straight rows of fields, your eyes will shift to find a twisting road that is
surrounded, haphazardly as it seems, by buildings and houses that con-
stitute a small villoge.

When you land in Narita, the airport seems surprisingly quiet. De-
spite being an airport that moves over 23 million international passen-
gers a year {excluding domestic flights, according to an 1994 statistics
repori), everything seems set up for a calm arrival. The small looking
village, the relatively quiet airport—it would make you feel like you're
travelling to a quaint BC town than a major metropolis.

Although, your perceptions may begin to change when you notice that
you are arriving at Narita’s second terminal. If you had done some trav-
elling research, you would know that Narita is ranked as one of the worlds
10 ten most busiest airports. Once your plane arrives at the terminal, you
will also notice that the airport gate you arrived in is actually an annex to
the second terminal and you have to take a short shuttle train {something
similar to Skytrain, but much older} to the terminal building.

It is definitely to the developers’ credit that Narita provides such a
calm arrival from the frantic pace of Tokyo. Once you have finished
going through customs, you can either toke o limousine bus or a train to
take you to the center of Tokyo, both of which provide a comfortable ride,
preparing you for the quick pace that defines Japan’s major metropolis.

Of course the busy-ness of the city will depend on the time of day you
arrive, but for the bulk of the day, Tokyo is always busy, especially Japan

Rail’s (JR) Tokyo Station. If you take the Narita Express from the airport to
Tokyo, you will find yourself right in the middle of the transportation sys-
tem in the city. Tokyo station is where virtually all the trains come and go
1o bring you to your destination. Al} the shinkansen, or builet trains, are
there, taking you in any direction, to places as close as Nagano, to more
historic places like Kyoto, or other cities such as Osaka, and all the way
to Hiroshima or all the way North to Hokkaido. While | have not counted,
there are at least 50 trains that take you to where ever you have to go,
half of those are the bullet trains, and half are the various subways and
passenger trains taking you to the various regional cities inside Tokyo.

If you plan to travel around Japan, it is best to get a Japan Rail Pass,
which allows you to travel on any JR train for the price of the pass. lts
price is based in yen {Japan’s currency), so the price in Conadian dollars
will of course fluctuate. Nevertheless, it is worth getting at least a seven
day pass (if you are plonning to stay that long or longer), and just go to
various places both inside Tokyo and around Japan. For example, the
round trip from Tokyo to Hiroshima {about 10 hours there and back) al-
ready ‘pays’ for the travel pass. One thing that can be extremely valu-
able for English travellers is to buy a travel mapbook that has all the
Japanese names of stations and landmarks romanized (kanji translated
into the alphabet). Otherwise you will be stuck trying to remember all the
Japanese characters that make up the name of each station.

The biggest question is whether you will need to know basic Japanese.
Ot course, if you know some Japanese, especially if you can read Hiragana
or Katagana, it will be easier for you to handle travelling on your own, or
with a companion. A simple rule of thumb is, the farther from the centre
of Tokyo you get, the harder it will be for you to find someone that speaks
‘some’ English. Most employees inside huge department stores (and |
mean huge—one store easily being four to five times larger than a regu-
lar The Bay store) will know basic English phrases, and there will be some
English on signs and windows.

Going to Japan is anything ‘but’ a vacation. 1t is an adventure for
your average Canadian. Of course it doesn’t come cheap. Transporta-
tion costs alone (flight, train, bus, toxis) can cost you CDN$1700 alone.
But the experience can be breathtaking if you’ve never been to such a
place. There is nothing that puts things into greater perspective than to
travel and find out for yourself, which city you love best and consider to
be home.

UBC Hates Y

You knew it at the back of your mind. She’s been dropping your hints
alt year, from the first day you step info this campus, yet you always dis-
miss the thought as ridiculous or paranoid. Maybe you've never con-
sciously thought about it. Or maybe you just don’t want to think about the
implications if it turns out to be true.

Pesky parking security? We're environmentally friendly! Silverfish-in-
fested dorm rooms? What proud history we endow! You've had better dog
food than what's served at SUB? Bet your dog food ain't as nuiritious as
this! Totally clueless TA's2 Well...uh.... Humanitarian aid to the less intel-
lectually-gifted! The rationalization can go on and on, if so you choose.

But someday, you'll run into something more serious than moronic
TA's. Try graduating. Your graduation requirement is longer than a legal

contract. Go see academic advisors? Good luck. It's not so much that’

they're incompetent, but when they screw you up you can’t hold them
responsible for their incompetence. But even before you ever get to see
your advisor, try getting past the department secretaries. In my depariment,
in addition to being obnoxious and detestable, they tell you the week’'s
advising is full if you call later than 10am Monday morning. And if you're
lucky enough to get an appointment, it’ll likely be three weeks to date. If
this is an attempt to alienate the students from burdening the admin with
advising work, it's as successful o campaign as it can get. If you mind so
much, go away.

Funny, since that's exactly what our standard academic punishment —
the infamous Dean's Vacation - does. You get so sick of UBC that you've
failed half her courses? No prob. She’ll send you away and make sure
you don’t come back for o year, hopefully never. You think this will never
happen to you? But now, thanks to some ingenious admin planning, you
don't have to fail a year and they’ll still kick you out of your programl
This year in some programs they start barring people from taking core
courses if their GPA drop below 65. So what are you supposed to do if
you had a 60% average the last couple of years? Take four semesters of
first year philosophy courses until your boost you mark up to 652 It is
amazing how some of the brighiest research minds in Canada make the
dumbest rules on earth.

I'm not always critical of the admin pukes; it's probably not their in-
tention to alienate you - they're just incapable of making it otherwise. By
now you should know how to swim and maneuver past expression-im-
paired faculty, apathetic department staffs, draconian parking regulations,
and any other driftwood that happens to block your way. If you don't,
according to university policy, you deserve to sink. With that in mind, go
on and have a wonderful semester.

It it makes you feel any better. You're not the only one. She hates me
foo.




“You have a secret admirer whom you are not aware of.”

“Hah! What a joke!” My friend threw the piece of pape
and started eating the remains of the fortune cookie.: I'tco
then said to her, “What is so funny about it2”

“Well, that certainly doesn’t apply to me.”

“And why not2” | snapped.

“Do you know something that | don't2 Who is it2” Her eyes brightened
with anticipation.

“Well, it says ‘secret admirer’, so of course it is a secret
me a little punch in the arm, and then continued laughing.

She might think that it was funny, but let me tell you, manutacturers of
fortune cookies are smart. Since the manufacturers know quite wel! that
they really cannot tell fortunes, they make the cookies so that most of the
messages contained within are general, so general that they apply to
virtually everybody. The above message, therefore, is no exception.

My mother once said to me, long before | had any experience of being
admired, that there would always be someone loving you, you just might
not know it. Innocent as | was then, | asked, “What if you are really ugly,
or maybe really mean?”

1

She gave

“There used to be a Chinese saying, which says that ‘the smelliest
ue-in the world will still find its worshipper who has lost his sense of
smell’. So, my dear, your time will come.”

Love is something that is felt, and not told. People nowadays are so

~ fixated on hearing the words from their lovers, so that they will be reas-

sured that the love exists. However, as one grows, one begins to realize
that the words get easier and easier to say, and up fo a certain point, the
words become just words, like “how are you”, or “today is a nice day”.
You can easily blurt these out without any feelings oftached. The tough
part is to be able to feel it without it being said.

Nowadays, it is becoming more and more difficult to feel loved. Every-
day chores and worries clutter up most of our minds, leaving virtually no
room for imagination. However, as you are reading, take a moment to
close your eyes and imagine that you are being loved by someone, some-
where out there. You do not have to know the name. You do not have to
know the place. Just know that love is all around you. It is kept a secret
because it wanis you to feel, without being told.

|l am NOT a Student

| always had a childish dream. But as silly as it was, it might be
shared by many people, perhaps you as well.

Ever since | began schooling, there’s not a day when | didn‘t think
about finishing school ond becoming o professional: a “white collar”
working at downtown. Working professionals in downtown had always
represented something elegant and respectable to me ever since | was a
little girl. To me, they meant maturity, freedom from parental control, and
financial independence. With this in view, | was anxious to get out of
school and so looking forward to the day when | joined the “white collar
class”.

Simply put, | just wanted to finish school ASAP. | just wanted to get rid
of the “student” title.

This urgency was not driven by the fact that | did terrible at school, or
I was the enemy of the class, despised by both professors and classmates.
Like the majority of you, | was just an average student with an average
GPA and an average appearonce.

Sometimes | simply felt exhausted by school life. May be you had such
a teeling once in awhile too. Having been in school for all of my con-
scious life, | felt the need to do something different, something that would
bring some new calour to my life before | bored myself to death.

On September 7, the day after the Labour day weekend, | got up at 6:
30am as usual and prepared myself for another busy day. | brushed my
teeth and styled my hair. | walked into my closet and chose the clothes
that | would wear on that day. And, instead of choosing jeans and a
fashionable T-shirt for school, | chose a simple blouse and a dress skirt.
Later, | put on a black blazer as well.

| was not going for a job interview on the first day of school, or | had
to do another presentation. Instead, | was going to work in downtown. |
already graduated from UBC in May and all of my friends now were either
working or finding jobs, whether they were in Vancouver or Hong Kong,
where most of them were af this moment. As for myself, | was lucky enough
to land myself a job in a prime location of downtown Vancouver.

It's true that my childhood dreom had finally realized, but | had to
admit that being a working individual at downtown is far less glamorous
than it had always been in my imagination. Although I'm more financial
independent now and don’t have to stay up late to finish homework or
prepare for exams, ironically | feel more stressful and tired than | was a
student. Why? It's a long story, but I'm going to tell you what | have to
face every day at work....starfing next issue.

Beyond the Curve

Beneath a sanguine sky, the town peeks over some tall palm trees that
outline its perimeter. Moving closer you would see a tram rocking slowly
through the valley of concrete high-rises. Ding. Ding.

I look out to the street from the upper deck of the tram and through o
chink between two buildings, | caich a glimpse of the sea. The silken
tranquility of the water complemenis the serenity of the upper deck. |
treasure every moment of it. The stop lasts only for few seconds; the lighi
switches green, and the tram charges forward again.

As the tram moves slowly along the narrow street, | spot an old man
sitting alone on the edge of a stone sculpture. He looks like the type of
seaman that is found in storybooks. He has a weather-beaten face, light
up with o pair of shrewd eyes that stare quietly at the people that walk
pass him. Whenever the tram passes by, he is there at the same spot.

| have always pitied him for having to lead such a meaningless and
boring life. Why can’t he be like the old guys down in V__ Park who do
Tai Chi in the morning and play chess in the afternoon? But | suddenly
start to admire him.

Looking far from a distance, | discover that his presence clashes with
the prosperity and dynamism of our city. Maybe he once was a sea cap-

tain sailing in the sea and discovered what’s far around the curve of the
earth—his back. He has found himself and he knows the role thot he
wants him to play in the world.

He does not have to worry about the contingencies of everyday lile yet
he lives on, maybe with less, but enough. We might spend a lot of time
searching for or creating an ideal lifestyle but only discover at the end
that just being alive is dynamic and exciting. Each individual is like a
grain of sand in the beach. Some sand might shine particularly bright
when the tide ebbs. However, when the tide rises again, there is no differ-
ence among them.

The tram moves on and the old man seems o be getting smaller and
smaller. | look around and discover that the entire upper deck is packed
with passengers. In the warmth of the setting sun, the circle of life through
which we move seems suddenly very small. | take a deep breath and look
outside again. The sea. The water that has no edge is nevertheless close
ond intimate. The Spirit hovers in the twilight fog as the city envelops in a
wet blanket that hides 1ts sparkling features.
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Discussion Group for Gay Asians
VeryAsian / VariAsian — for East and
SouthEast Asian men

Call 688-WEST extension 2272 for more
info.

Discussion Group for Queer Asian
Youth

Asian Gab — for gay and lesbian Asian
youth under 25

Call 669-5567 extension 2 for more info.
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