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There is an enigmatic touch to
vear 2000 because it seems to be a
vear of major breakthroughs in the
human history. Some countries set
goals to gain certain percentages of
growth in GDP by vear 2000 while
some people predict it as the end of
the world. It was also once thought
that men would start inhabiting on
the moon by vear 2000. Where are
we today? Just don't get disap-
pointed when you waik out on the
street on the first day of next millen-
nium and discover that besides the
birth of a littie bug named
Millennium. most changes don’t
come overnight. However. what has
caused human’s obsession with the
year 2000? Could it be our biological
clock’s fault? Humans have always
been enthralled by multiples of ten
and especially by the number "2000°
lately. Will this trend cause harm to
the media when they try to satisfy
their readers” craving as the next mil-
fennium draws necar?

As we approach the next
millennium. readers should be pre-
pared to see many pages of reviews
of this century including many “top
ten lists” such as “top ren influential
people” etc. Furthermore. there will
be many forecasts and analyses of
the next millennium such as “one
hundred predictions for the next
millennium.” Let us hope that the
media do not leave out some laud-
able contributors of this century
when they are compiling their “top
ten (or anyv multiples of ten) lists™ due
to the magic numbers in their minds.
It is also very disappointing to see
commentaries listing ren recommen-
dations to solve some social prob-
fems with the last few points obvi-
ously as fillers that bear no
significance. Of course. there are
exceptions. Nonetheless. writers
should never predetermine the con-
clusion and the format in some ex-
tent of a report before doing the ac-
tual research or reporting. In a sense.

writing a news report is like writing a
piecc of creative writing: both types
of writings require guidance from free-
dom and instincl.

The obsession with multiples of
ten has led many people into the big-
gest mistake of rthis millennium. and
perhaps the media is held responsible
forit. There are already many reports
of celebrations at midnight on the last
day of 1999 for the birth of the next
millennium. However. many scholars
have repeatedly emphasized that the
next millennium does not start until
vear 2001 since our time-line started
with vear one. not vear zero. (I can
imagine all our readers counting their
fingers right now.) Perhaps it is the
media’s fault of putting too much light
on the vear 2000 and the next
millennium. and not correcting mis-
leading reports.

Thus. the beginning of the next
millennium is actually one vear far-
ther away than what most people have

Leslie Shay
Editor, English Content

in mind. Or is it? Another definition
of the word. “millennium™ according
to the Longman Dictionary is “a fu-
ture age in which all people will be
happy and satisfied.” Thus. millen-
nium can imply a period that is even
further away and more mysterious
than its familiar meaning of ~a period
of one thousand vears.” The time
frame is jusl contingent upon read-
ers’ interpretation of the word.

Now. I hope our readers perceive
our sincere in promoting the writing
contest with the theme. "The Next
Millennium.” Besides promoting writ-
ings in both Chinese and English. we
want the contest to be like a balloon
lifting our readers to a vantagepoint
up above the brawl. so they can sce
the future that they want to create.
We want our readers to see further.
not merely vear 2000. but the time be-
vond it... Welcome aboard to the
Flight of Imagination!
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Introduction of the VFS and the
Emily Carr Institute of Art & Design

The Vancouver Film School experi-
enced a decade of remarkable growth
since opening its doors to 12 fitm students
in 1987. In 1998. 1800 students graduated
from the six different programs that they
offer. The VFS offers both full and part-
time courses in film production. focusing
on providing students with the basic skills
of film making. At VFS, students experi-
ence all aspects of film production from
writing their own scripts and pitching
them to filming and editing the final cut.
Students have an opportunity to work in
a creative. hands-on setting with indus-
trv professionals. Some interesting pro-
grams that they offer involve 3D Anima-
tion & Digital Effects. Multimedia
Fundamentals. and Acting for Film and
Television. Ingeneral. the Vancouver Film
School has been successful in recent
vears because of its commitment to
change in this global economy of ever-
changing technology.

Emily Carr Institute of Art & De-
sign is British Columbia’s Institute for ad-
vanced education in fine art. media and
design. The Institute. originally started
on October 1. 1923, offers full-time pro-
grams in visual art. media art. and design.
Like other educational institutes. it also
offers special programs such as
internships. co-operative education and
exchange studies for its students. The In-
stitute is also quite active in the commu-
nity by sponsoring exhibitions and public
programs that raise the awarcness of vi-
sual art and design. It has two impressive
art gallerics located in Vancouver. which
display national and international artwork
for students and the public. In general.
Emily Carr Institute of Art & Design’s pri-
mary goal is to teach talented and creative
students the skills and knowledge to cn-
ter the workplace but also to participate in
an environment driven by creativity.

The Study of Film Production

Inorder to unveil the mask of non-main-
stream universities in many of our read-

wperspeetives ; |+ 6 ..k, nQy, .‘,1‘9‘198

— A LookX at Non-Mainstream Universities and Their Students

crs’ minds. Perspectives interviewed two students. Michacl Yucn and
Frank Pang. who are recently studying in the Vancouver Film School
and the Emily Carr Institute of Art & Design respectively. We had an
interesting Sunday morning in our Perspectives office with Michael
showing two of his short production videos.

Michael first told us about the dramatic incidents that led to his
decision of studying filmmaking. Since his adolescence in Hong Kong,
he had developed a special interest in drawing comics. and he did not
have any thoughts of studying filmmaking at that time. Before he fin-
ished his high school in Canada. his interest brought him toajobina
comics company in Hong Kong. Unfortunately. there was economic
depression at that time. and one of the editors in his company sug-
gested to him the idea of making films. This finally led him to enroll in
the film preduction program in the Vancouver Film School.

In Michael's opinion. studying in non-mainstream universities like
VFS is no less difficult than in mainstream universities like UBC. Apart
from the terminology the students have to learn in order to fit into the
film industry. he thought that time constraint is another challenging
problem to tackle with. As an example, he told us that for every class of
which a student is late, 1% will be deducted from his final grade. and
3% will be deducted if the student misses the class. This kind of policy.
according to Michael's instructors. is implemented to train the stu-
dents to be more punctual and acute individuals who are serious about
their studies. On the other hand, there is a diversity of work that needs
to be accomplished as a student of the school. Besides learning the
strategies of on-stage and off-stage film production. a student is trained
to provide a lot of manual labor as well. since film production often
involves the movement of stages and equipmeni. Michael joked that
students of VFS have chances to build up their muscles and to learn to

by Louisa Letng, Desmond Loo
ard Sabrina Tse

be more careful because not only is the school concerned about their
efficiency. but they also need to handle the expensive equipment with
great care in a lot of circumstances.

In spite of the tremendous demands by his school. Michael thought
that the program is worthwhile in terms of enhancing his portfotio and
earning more pragmatic experiences for film production. He did not
think that studying film production in mainstream universities has any
comparative advantages over studying the subject in VFS. This is
because. from his perspective. it is more significant to establish good
relationships with film directors and producers instead. so that one wilt
have a greater opportunity for a job when he graduates. Another rea-
son that explains why Michael preferred VFS to mainstream universi-
ties is related to the close rapport he could establish with his colleagues.
To his understanding. students in mainstream universities. such as
UBC. are always competing for better grades. In VFS. however, the
class size is limited o approximately 20 students, who often have dif-
ferent cultural backgrounds. In this way. students can help and take
care of each other without any barriers. Michael told us that he en-
joyed the happy moments with his colleagues during the production
of films. particularly at times when amusing errors were made.

Having chosen film production as the basis of his future career.
Michael earned a lot of satisfaction from the opportunity to play a wide
variety of roles on the stage. which would be impossible in real life. For
example, on the night before the interview. he participated in a short
film in which he slept with a prostitute. Apart from this fulfillment from
on-stage production. Michael also enjoyed working behind the stage
because he could have the entire control of the film’s production in
this way. In his point of view. these two types of satisfaction balance
the stress and challenges in his work. However. he admitted that one



should learn to accept negative comments from others if
he pursues film production as a career. This is related to
the fact that opinions made on films are always subjective.

Graduating in this coming December. Michael has not
particularly decided on his future plans yet. However. he
was willing to work in any places where films are in
shortage. because his motto is to treasure every moment
of his life to accomplish all the work within his ability. As
he told us. an average person can merely produce twenty
films in his lifetime. Thus. even though he had to sacrifice
a lot of time of his private life for film production. from his
perspective. it is still worthwhile to do so because of the
satisfaction that one can gain from it.

The Study of Animation

Compared to Michael, Frank did not have as many ups
and downs when he was young. However. apart from be-
ing a comic’s lover just like Michael, he had affection for
arts since his high school years. When he was a kid. he
liked to draw on the walls at home to express his thoughts.
Not being a superior student in subjects other than arts.
his high school counselor asked him to consider applying
to the Emily Carr Institute of Art & Design. His family
respected his decision all along because they understood
that Frank had tried his best in studying other subjects.
but had retained a special interest in arts. Although Frank
had also considered pursuing his post-secondary educa-
tion in Hong Kong. he preferred to work in Canada be-
cause it is a comparatively more multicultural society. and
is more open-minded to new ideas and independent think-
ing which will not always be possible in Hong Kong. All
these reasons finally brought him to the Emily Carr

" Institute. in which he is recently a third vear student in the

four-vear animation program.

Frank told us that the first year of his program was
basically a general study of the creative processes of
animation. In one of his classes about the five human
senses. he remembered that every student had to blind
their eyes. take a walk outside the classroom and to draw
what they feel when they came back. It was not until the
second vear of the program when students can choose
their particular area of interest from filmmaking. animation.
fine arts. sculpture and design. Starting in the second year
of his program, the fundamentals of movement in anima-
tion were taught and Frank learnt to draw portraits from
skeleton to naked human bodies. As a requirement for
graduation in animation. every student ought to produce
aten-minute animation film in the last year of the program.

From Frank ‘sperspective. his lifestyle in the Emily Carr
Institute was remarkably different from Michael's with re-
spect to the workload involved. Because the size of ani-
mation productions in the Institute is relatively smaller
than the ones in VFS, there is not much time constraint in
his work other than the several weeks before the deadlines.
Thus. he could enjoy a very relaxing schedule at most
times. and could choose to accomplish his work depend-
ing on his personal mood and desires. To Frank. this kind.
of lifestyle is crucial for him being an artist because. in his
opinion, individuality is a component that every arti
should possess. However. he also admitted that this indiz
viduality conflicts with the views and needs of society in
many circumstances, since what a person thinks will not
be always approved by other people. Besides the freedom
and flexibility of his work, Frank also enjoyed the satisfac-

tion that he could gain from animation productions. He
could never forget the overwhelming fulfillment within him-

self when one of his animation films was once shown ina
theatre. with a lot of reactions frem the spectators
afterwards.

Since there are still two years before he will graduate.
Frank has not thought of his future intentions yet. From
his point of view, the most important element in life is
happiness. He believed in the nature-driven tendency in
life. and he thought that an individual could find a satis-
factory job easily as long as he is not too choosy. Thus,
he did not deny the possibility of changing his career in
the future if there was unemployment in his field. His motto
in life is “If this is what you think now. then do it”. To him,
one should not put too much emphasis on the time he has,
as well as what society thinks he ought to do. Instead.
Frank thought that life is analogous to a game of chess
which involves making individual choices.

From the above, Michael and Frank gave us a different
view of life from their perspectives as students in non-
mainstream universities. Both of them thought that some
individuals in society misconceive the role of art; these
people think that art is absurd and is dependent on saci-
etal changes. Michael and Frank thought that art should
be the main element which influences the culture and fash-
ion of the majority of society instead. In either case, non-
mainstream universities should be placed on the same level
of importance as mainstream universities, so that their ex-
changes of knowledge and culture can grant the most
benefits to the next generation.
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About Pride UBC

Pride UBC. originally named Gays
UBC during the 1970s, is an AMS-
funded resource group for Gays.
Lesbians, Bisexuals and Trans-
gendered (GLBT) students on campus.
Its aim is to foster the personal growth
of these individuals and to help to elimi-
nate all forms of discrimination on the
university campus through seminars
and group discussions.

According to Gordon Fitt and
Melinda Marie. the two co-chairs of
Pride UBC. many members of the GLBT
are afraid to disclose their identities
because society implicitly constructs a
mandate for heterosexual relationships.
which is known to be the “normal” way
of life. When some members reveal their
“openness” (a term which means ad-
mitting tobe a member of GLBT) to their
friends and families, they often feel re-
jection and left in a world of loneliness
and stress.

Since Pride UBC is helping a dis-
criminated group of people, there have
been minor difficulties which include the

- vandalism of their resource centre mail-
box and door. Fortunately, no direct
opposition on campus has been brought
to Pride UBC's attention. This is defi-
nitely contribution to the group's effort
ineliminating discrimination on campus.

In the future, Gordon and Melinda
hope that the Pride UBC can bring about
a discrimination-free society where
terms such as “open™, “out” and GLBT
do not exist, and where those that are
presently being discriminated against
will be seen as part of the normality of
the society.

From a Chinese Perspective - A Real Case

The interview with Gordon and Melinda gives us an overview of homosexuality
from a western standpoint. When this topic is discussed in the Chinese community.
however. the general public often dismisses it as a symbol of abnormality and shame
to the race. This is because according to Chinese customs and traditions, the idea of
“continuity of generation” is very significant, which applies merely to heterosexual
relationships. In order to find out more about this from a subjective standpoint. cur
reporters carried out another interview with two Chinese lesbians on campus.

Maria and Gigi are two UBC students who have found their affection for each
other a vear ago. Having grown up with a normal background just as everybody else.
they think that their relationship, like any other heterosexual relationships. is a natural
occurrence rather than a choice for them to make. Even though they are continually
struggling to act as normal lovers. they feel that they are still being labeled by others
as minorities in socicty.

According to Maria. she had some heated arguments with her parents when they
first knew that she was a lesbian. Although she has tried her best to discuss the issue
with them from that time onwards. she feels that her parents often avoid mentioning
the topic. Fortunately. Maria still manages to maintain her relationship with her par-
ents by treating each other with respect. In her opinion. everyone could have differ-
ent acceptance levels for any ideas or actions: her parents” thoughts may retain their
own logic even though she does not agree with them. In Gigi's case, her parents are
more open-minded about the topic. Her family has regular family discussions, and
Gigi's parents often remind her of the possible consequences of making this choice.

The acceptance and support from their friends play a critical factor in making their
relationship possible. Although most of their friends are straight. they respect Maria
and Gigi's relationship and treat them as everyone else. Nevertheless, Maria and Gigi
never offer their friends any subjective views on the issue of homosexuality, as they
see it as unnecessary as well as inappropriate to affect their freedom to choose.
Instead. they are in the role of providing relevant sources of information when their
friends are curious or uncertain about the subject.

On the walls of a ladies” washroom in the Buchanan block where we held our
interview, there was once a series of jokes and comments made on the topic of lesbians.
In front of us, however, were two determined individuals who decided to walk along
their natural path even though the decision is against the favors of social norms and
Chinese community. Aside from the appearance, Maria and Gigi are just like other
normal lovers; they need to face the same problems between couples, and they have
to improve their communication between them. In their opinion, it is crucial to educate
the next generation about homosexuality. In addition, they think that Pride UBCisa
helpful resource group since it gives them a valuable chance to know people with
similar backgrounds and orientations. They know that they are not alone.
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by Stephanie Sek

It is not unlikely then that we would be more aquatinted
with people we see more frequently. But there is an irony
with the statement above in that sometimes the reverse is
true. Take our hairdressers for example. We see them once
only in a while but we would often find ourselves engage
in amazing conversations during those brief periods. Per-
spectives took a tour to a Vancouver hair salon to find out
the fundamental mechanics that makes our hairstylists click.

Being fifteen minutes late for our interview. we breezed
through the glass doors of a hair couture salon. There, we
were greeted by the distinctive smells of fruity shampoo.
leftover hairspray and sterile perm chemicals. What first
caught our eyes were the multiple silver-framed photos of
models and celebrities sporting the latest and most classic
hairstyles that lined up neatly on the walls. One could
guess, from the simple white and blue lighted sign outside.
that the interior would reflect a minimalist personality.
Furnished mostly with beech, blue was the next most pre-
dominant color. We were then greeted by the owner salon,
Norman Lo, who seated us in comfy, ultramarine blue arm-
chairs on wheels.

If you saw him on the street. you would never be able
to guess that Norman is the co-owner of a successful
beauty salon. which has profited 300% since it opened
less than two years ago. You also wouldn't be able to tell
that this young man (25 vears old to be exact). has worked
on major movie sets and behind the scenes in Vancouver
and Hong Kong, putting the glamour into stars such as
Karen Mok and Lo Ka Ying. In fact, he looked like any
other young Chinese immigrant who has spent half of his
life growing up in Hong Kong. and the other half strug-
gling to fit in Canada. Wearing jeans, a sharp blue Alfred
Dunhill collared shirt. and black-rimmed glasses, Norman
unfolded his story to us.

Norman went to study graphic arts after graduating
from high school. But that never did last long as he soon
found out that graphic artists jobs always went to his Cau-
casian counterparts. To most people. this devastating as-
pect would undoubtedly prove to result in a bleak future.
After all, Norman had wasted his precious time. Norman,
however, took a different course. Determined to still find a
job which incorporated his artistic talents. Norman took

courses on hair design at Vancouver Community College where he
learned the fundamental theories on hair design.

After formal training. Norman acquired experience and devel-
oped his own sense of style from various places. He took odd jobs

at numerous salons. movie sets. backstage at concerts. and even in
people’s houses. Between work he liked to go out with his friends.
go to movies, sing karaoke. sleep in. and play mahjong. It wasn'ttill
about over a year ago that his present partner. Bernadette. ap-
proached him with the idea of institutionalizing his skills. When
asked if he regretted leading such a carefree and laid-back lifestyle.
he replied. “No, although I did regret about not spending enough
time with my family.” Now. Norman always urges people (the vouth
especially) to go home for dinner. He advises. “No matter how busy
vou are with school or play. {[you should] always try to go home and
be with the people that love you.”

Extending the family topic to his relationship with his parents.
Norman said that his parents, unlike most traditional parents who
discourage their children to pursue such an “unstable™ career.
Norman said that he never felt the pressure to be ambitious. suc-
cessful and hardworking. 1t is not to say that he is none of those
things, but he really credits his parents for letting him flourish
naturally. without an iron fist. Only this way could Norman allowed
his sense of responsibility to kick in when it wanted to, and lived life
day by day without any major plans for the future. which seemed
typical for youngsters. From Norman's perspectives. therefore. go-
ing into the hair styling business was more like a call rather than a
goal.

Norman believes that life is just a learning process. To this day.
he still doesn’t think he is the boss. "It really takes teamwork for a
business to run. hence our name (of the salon).” Nevertheless. he
still doesn’t know if he wants to do this forever. He might go back
to studying graphic design when the lease expires on the store.
Right now. he just lives life one day at a time. So [ asked him if he
would recommend the vouth to pursue a career in hair styling. “Sure.
it makes good money.” he replied witha grin.

With that message in mind, we left our tour with a knowledge of
the mind of a young enirepreneur. It seems as the saying goes.
“you can never expect the unexpected.” Decisions that are made
one day will not turn out to be what was planned. Perhaps Murphy
and his Laws are again defying the paths of our lives. Just remember
ont your next visit to your local hairdresser that what you say in
vour causal conversations may not turn out to be what you predict.
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Tips for a

Many young people are afraid of
composition. probably because they misun-
derstand what “compose™ means. They think
to “compose™ means to write something out
of nothing. or to fabricate something contrary
to the truth. Composition is an unpleasant task
that no one will appreciate.

In fact. composition is just a way to con-
vert thoughts into words. and to usc language
to express thoughts. Writing courses are for
the purpose of training the students’ ability
to express their thoughts. There is no need to
be scared by this beneficial practice. Although
composition can be very easy. it is rather dif-
ficult to write a piece of good literature.
However. it should help if you follow a few
guidelines:

L. Try to use short sentences instead of
long ones. A short sentence is usually con-
sidered to contain less than twelve words.
(Chinese words. in this case!)

2. Be concise and right-to-the-point.

3. Rewriting is essential to developing a
first-class paper. After vou finish the rough
draft. you have to edit it for the first time to
make the first draft. Edit it for the second time
to produce the second draft. the third time for
the third draft. the fourth time for the “fixed
draft.” and eventually the fifth time of editing
should produce the “official draft.” If you
want to win the competition. you should at
least have the official draft.
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4. After you finish the official draft. sup-
pose your composition has 1.000 words limit.
try to condense it to 500 words without affect-
ing the content. Then you will realize how many
unnecessary words and how much redundant
information there are. Because at this stage you
already have the experience of editing your writ-
ing five times. you should know how to improve
the writing further.

5. Before submission. put the sixth con-
densed draft aside for several days. Make use
of this period to think over the composition and
write down the things that you can refine. Three
days later. you take a look at the writing again.
and you can find even more mistakes. Correct
and refine them. and this resulting piece of w nt-
ing becomes the final copy.

Writing clearly and simply is not easy, but
the benefits are worth the extra effort. consider-
ing that it is a writing competition. Olympic ath-
letes spend vears of training and practices for
only one competition. so there is nothing spe-
cial about spending ten days or haif a month on
a piece of winning writing.

Please keep in mind that the harder you work.
the more satisfactory results you will get. Wish
vou good luck in the competition!

(PS: Writing for competition differs from
other forms of composition. Judges will not tol-
erate a winning paper with flaws!)
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Chinese Collegiate Society (CCS)

Event | War Games

Date | SATURDAY NOVEMBER 14, 1998

Time | 12:00 - 4:00pm

Venue | TSAWWASSEN PAINTBALL GAMES behind the
Waterpark off Hwy. #17

Contact | Liz 645-0839 / Sign up at the CCS Office @
SUB 241D

Event | Big White Ski Trip: Ski for the weekend!
Date | Jan 8, 9, 10/1999
Contact | James 275-9569

Dragon Seed Connection (DSC)

Event | HiP HOP DANCE WORKSHOP

Date | Early November

Venue | TBA

Details | An introductory hiphop dance workshop taught
by experienced performer.

For more info and details, please watch for our latest
posters or contact DSC cultural director, Andy Lo,

andylo@interchange.ubc.ca

Taiwan Association of UBC (TA)

Event | Badminton Tournament with UBC Badminton
Club

Date | November 13

Time | 7:00-10:00pm

Contact | Lulu Suen at lulu@interchange.ubc.ca or call
264-0465

Details | Categories include Women's Doubles, Men’s
Doubles and Mixed Doubles at the Beginner,
Intermediate, and Advance level. Come and play some
badminton!

Event | Dinner Gathering
Date | November 20
Time and Venue | TBA

Contact | Jerry Liu at Jeryl@interchange.ubc.ca

Event | Chinese Music Fair

Date | November 28

Venue | Michael J. Fox Theater

Contacts | Jeffrey Hwang at Jehwang@interchange.
ubc.ca

Peter Chen at 241-0468 or 612-2237

Details | Enjoy a quality concert featuring our UBC TA's
choir, “TATA". Portion of proceeds will go to charity
functions. Surprise celebrity may show up at the
concert!

Event | Ski Trip

Date | December 28-30

Contacts | Steve Chen at hk@interchange.ubc.ca
Lulu Suen at lulu@interchange.ubc.ca

Chinese Arts Student Society (CASS)

Event | Chinese Calligraphy Workshop |

Date | Nov 13, 1998

Time | 5:30pm - 7:30pm

Venue | SUB Room 211

Details | Learn how to write ancient Chinese letters in
this workshop

Contact | William Leung at hpleung@unxig.ubc.ca

Event | Music Link |

Date | Nov 18, 1998

Time | 11:30 - 1:30

Venue | SUB Room 212A

Details | Come to join our music party for free
Contact | Ricky Leung at hfleung@unixg.ubc.ca

Event | Doll Making Workshop

Date | Nov 20, 1998

Time | 5:30 - 7:30

Venue | SUB Reom 205

Details | Make a special X'mas gift for someone you
love

Contact | Shane Tang at shanest@cancomputer.bc.ca

YOURS

Event | Dance Lessons

Date | Starting Saturday October 30, 1998

Venue | Cambie & Broadway, Vancouver

Lessons | 5 lessons, 1.5 hour per lesson

Leve! | Beginners (intermediate and advanced will be
available after December)

Fees | Members $23, Non-members $28

Maximum 30 people

Contact | Joanna Chong at jchong@direct.ca

Event | Dance

Date | Tuesday November 10, 1998

Time | 9pm to 2am

Venue | Big Bam Boo - 1236 West Broadway,
Vancouver

Fees | Members $5, Non-members $7

Details | The dance will feature both Chinese and

. English pop songs.

Contact | Jenny info@yours.be.ca 889-3303

' To reserve your ticket, please email info@yours.bc.ca

or visit our website at http:/Awww.yours.be.ca.

Event | Career Workshop — Job-Searching Skills

Date | Nov 13, 98
Contact | Felix Chewing info@yours.bc.ca

Event | Gym Night Drop In

Date | Nov 14, 98

Venue | SFU Gym

Contact | Eric Ng info@yours.be.ca

Event | Basketball Tournament
Date | Nov 13th & 20th
Contact | Eric Ng

Chinese Christian Fellowship (CCF)

Event| Evangelical Meeting— Ms. Chewing Kai Yam
Details | Ms. Chewing is an international widely known
speaker

Date | Nov 12th, 1988 (Thursday)

Time | 12:30-14:20

Venue | Angus 104

Event | University Student Survival Guide

Details | The Faith & Your Life through a lively
discussion, you will gain tips on how to build your life
on your faith.

Date | Nov 18th, 1998 (Thursday)

Time | 12:30-14:20

Venue | Scarfe 204 (Refreshment will be served)

Event | Make The First Step!

Details | Taking the leap of faith in Christ is the first
step into eternal life. We are going to look into how to
take this step through bible study.

Date | Nov 26th, 1998 (Thursday)

Time | 12:30-14:20

Venue | Scarfe 204 (Refreshment will be served)

Contact Person: Albert So at ubcccf@christianemail.
com <mailto:ubcccf@ christianemail. com>

The Chinese Catholic Society (CATSO)

Event | Dessert Night
Date | Dec.23 rd, 1998
Time | 7:00pm

Venue | St. Mark's College

Event | Bible Sharing

Date | Alternating Tuesday and Thursday afternoons
Time | 12:30pm

Venue | Henry Angus Building

For updated information, please visit us at http://
welcome.to/ubccatso/
All contacts to Karen Tang at 228-2016.
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Han’ng spent over four months in Singapore this summer, I had
a chance to broaden my insights on the word multiculturalism. Iused
to believe that Canada was the only place in the world that was
multicultural but this notion of mine slowly began to disintegrate as I
got older and wiser.

Actually, this notion of mine began to lose its entity last year in
one of my Canadian Literature courses. The professor told us that in
fact, the United States of America was also seen as a multicultural
country, although they like to refer to themselves as a *melting pot™ in
which all people are melted into one. Multiculturalism then, is sup-
posed to encourage people of all cultures to promote the origin of their
identities. Multiculturalism is many diverse cultures living together
but each with their own, individual identities.

My notion

entire families t

the older gener:

were the langua

system under In fact, the majority
trilingual. Atfi ne woutld speak Mai

1 would have a
know how to s

like Hong Kong but boy, was I on the wrong track. Singapore has a
language of its own, affectionately called Singlish. There are many
words in their evervday vocabulary which incorporate all four lan-
guages from food names to street names.

The government tries to advocate the use of all languages in all
public signs and places. The MRT trains have four languages spoken
at the major stops. All public signs are printed in four languages.
When watching television in Singapore. many of the channels with

Mandarin shows have mandatory subtitles in English and often in -

Malay which I really liked because it gave me a chance to improve my
language skills. It was like listening to those hokey “mini-scenes™ in
French classes. Most of the channels in other langauges also have

subtitles for other people’s enjoyment. There are channels in all of the
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Ask not what your country can do for you - ask what you can
do for vour country.” Quoted from the late John F. Kennedy's inau-
gural address. this statement should serve as a wake up call to those
in Hong Kong. Since the handover, the economy of Hong Kong has
been on a continuous downslide. As the government continues to be
criticized for being incompetent. perhaps Hong Kong citizens should
step out of their bitterness and reflect on their own actions: what have
we been doing. besides complaining?

Many Hong Kong citizens who are struggling to survive the eco-
nomic crises grew up during Hong Kong's glamorous period under
British rule. Spoiled and sheltered by a prosperous economy. these
people were panic-stricken when their shelter was removed. Under
chaos. they become oblivious to everything except wistful memories
of a better past. Ever since Hong Kong said good-bye to its colonial
government for over a century. its economic growth has been a disap-
pointing and worrisome -5%. Real estate and stocks have plummeted
50%. workers live in daily fear of unemployment, and salaries can’t
seem to stop shrinking. It's true that international players in the stock
market were a cause of disruption. vet the Hang Seng Index still rose
to 16,000 last year. and investors hurried to throw in their money,
hoping to push the index to even greater heights, possibly 20,000,
even 30.000. Before the handover, the British government set out a
requirement of 50 hectares of land to be sold annually in Hong Kong,
disregarding the effect this might have on housing values. Regula-
tions were ignored by businessmen who had potential plans for land
development. Although this resulted in phenomenal prices for hous-
ing of all types, speculators should also be blamed. There were many
local speculators who would purchase apartments prior to their
constructions, and then resold them to other buyers at higher prices
in order to pocket the differences.

The performance of the new Hong Kong government is no doubt
disputable, but hints of economic recession did exist well before the
handover. For instance, the economies of Mexico and Venezuela were
tremendously shocked by the instability of the joint exchange. The
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British government. however. failed to take this as a warning. and took
no action to prepare or protect the Hong Kong economy while it was
still strong. Another example that deserves to be analyzed is Japan:
ten years ago. it was enjoying its economic wealth and strength but
ten years later. the economy has become unbelievably fragile. Japan's
economy has deteriorated even more by the Asian economic crisis.
Housing values in Tokyo dropped 80% so Hong Kong’s real estate
dilemma is not the unique. The illusion of a continuously prospering
Hong Kong under Chinese rule greatly contrasts the present gloom
that resides indefinitely over Hong Kong.

As the economy continues on its flight downhill, unemployment
and hollow investments add on to a pessimistic outlook for Hong
Kong's future. Bitterness soon becomes a driving force for desperate
actions. People began purchasing everything from runners to
McDonald s collectable Snoopy sets in bulk, and then selling them for
phenomenal prices when stocks were in shortage to the general public.
Temporary popularity for Portuguese egg tarts and Belgian waffles led
to shops that only lasted until their popularity died down.

Al this is a result of failure to look further into the future. Com-
plaints about practically everything fill the ears of many distraught
Hong Kong citizens; everything from the poor state of the Asian
economy and the government's incompetence to satisfy the misfor-
tunes who were born at the wrong time in the wrong place. They fail to
understand the political and economic state of the Hong Kong
government: they are ignorant towards the present state and the out-
look of the Asian currency, and they fail to realize that the global
economy functions as a whole. If all they are concerned about is
making quick and easy money, they will never be able to fully recover
from their previous financial injuries, and will only become more sus-
ceptible to further damage.

In dark times, even the smallest spark is capable of generating new
hope. In order to survive, they must look ahead to the future. learn to
realize their own faults, and try to build up their own strength. Besides,
this is only the beginning. ..

(Rgrepectives 1,18 1
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ON PARENTING: A
LITTLE INNOCENT 1=
WISH =

“Unintentional criticism from a parent ofien resulls in a consequence quite
wnexpected.”

by Purple Toe

It was David’s first visit to a Buddhist temple. The seven-vear-old bov
had been waiting for this day. tor his mother was finally bringing him here to
ell the God of Mercy his own wish. As David entered the gate. he couldn’t
help but looked up to the heavily decorated building in awe. His impatience
¥rom walking under the hot sun was quickly replaced by an overwhelming
kense of curiosity and excitement. It was. after all. his first chance to wish for
komething he really wanted!

Afler walking past the courtvard. David and his mother finally arrived at
he inner temple. where the God of Mercy statue and the incense burner were
placed. The incense fragrance filled the air as many peopl‘c were holding lighted
oss sticks and murmuring pravers in front of the burner. David was com-
pletely fascinated: all people looked so eager to have God grant them what they
had come to ask for!

As David glanced around. the sight of an old {ady kneeling down on the
round started 1o capture his attention. With sluggish movements, the old lady
bowed down again and again in front of the statue. Although her wrinkled face
khowed tiredness and vears of hardship. David could almost feel her determi-
hation in getting God to help her...

Suddenly. David felt a push from his mother. He withdrew his stare from
he lady and received several joss sticks that his mother was passing to him.
[Without any hesitation. David bowed down his head. made a quick wish and
hrew the sticks into the incense burner. ¢

“What did vou just wish for. David? Did you ask God to give you a lot of]
ovs?” His mother questioned jokingly.

I just prayed that God will help the old lady who was kneeling dowa and
pnake her wishes come true.” David answered proudlyv as he was certain that
his was the right thing to do.

“How foolish of vou to prayv for a total stranger! You should really pray
tor something like getting better grades in school or better health for vour
familv!™ His mother’s smile turned into a frown as she scolded.

David felt very hurt by his mother’s words. but he was determined not to
et his mother see the tears in his eves. He hardened his heart and did not reply.

On the way walking back home. David saw a lot of beggars on the sidewalk.
Many of them were crippled. Some were playing simple musical instruments.
while others were simply lying on the ground. inadequately clothed. David
was initially sympathetic towards them. but this feeling was quickly substi-
uted by the thought. “Why shouid 1 feel sorry for these people? Their
poverty and sickness have nothing to do with me! Even God didn’t help them.
(Why should / care?”

Hiding his innermost feeling. David straightened his back and put on his
Imost innocent smile. paying no more attention to the beggars. “Mom. can we
kat ice-cream? [ want to go to Dairy Queen!™

joumey.”
“ and fell to the ground.
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Z A Girl with Bound Feet by ki

[
Rans ol
Anclant Blossams

“Foot binding” was the long abandoned Chinese custom that
involved wrapping a long strp of cloth tightly around young
girls™ teet to restrict growth when they were 4 or 5 vears of age.
Having a pair of small feet used to be regarded as a symbol of
beauty and femininity. In addition. with their feet scverely
deformed. they could only walk with an air of delicacy and
vulnerability. invoking sympathy and love in the opposite sex.

While the custom is widely known and publicly criticized.
perhaps not too many know about its origin. Legend has it that
Emperor Yang of the Sui Dynasty (581-618 AD). notorious for
his dictatorship and extravagance. once conceived of an idea of
traveling to southemn China by the canals. He fantasized having
colored ribbons fastened to both sides of his royal ship and
ordering young girls o manually haul his ship forward by holding
onto these ribbons. This picture scon matenalized as roval mes-
sengers were sent out to search for beauties of age all over the
country.

Yueniang. a village girl living with her father by the canals.
was singled out for her charms. Furious and fearful. Yueniang
pondered her fate. Suddenly. an idea flashed across her mind. She
could feign obedience and seize any chance to kifl the emperor!
Her momentary delight was scon dimmed by thoughts of pos-
sible consequences to her aging father by her action.

Sensing her worries and hesitation, Yueniang’s father whet-
ted her a dagger and said. “‘Daughter. follow vour heart. Kill the
tvrant. You witl be performing the country an honorable deed.
Don’t worry about me. I am just an old man near the end of his
With these words. he slashed his throat with the dagger

Yueniang colfapsed on his body and wailed till her tears were
drv. She buried her father and wrapped the dagger on the sole of
her right foot with a strp of white linen. Then. dressed from head

No. it was puberty.

think we don’t have. It's the ability 10 choose.

past.

easy.
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EEBNS by Star Trekker
The Secret to Your Success

I don’t know about you. but when I was a kid. I had success floating all over in my head. I'd
beat my brother while playing any sport: I'd get awards for my writing. and I'd get invited 1o alt the

cool parties. But. somewhere along the way. no matter what kind of success I°d have. I'd not think of
myself as a success. 1°d look long and hard for that which was wrong. than what was good. Was it ego?

Now. what the heck does this have to do with success? (Don’t even think about going down there.
although vou're close). It has to do with a natural progressive understanding of oneself and the environment
within which we are in. When our bodies change. do strange things for the first time. our entire sense of stability
and confidence weakens. How well we're able to adapt to that change influences our future success.

I mean. just think about your comprehensive understanding of “the birds and the bees.”
uncertain. you'd tend to be very concerned that with ali vour efforts in the process of procreation. odds are that
vou'd get one child. Now. for the woman. I'm sure one child per pregnancy is good enough. but compared to say.
rabbits. there scems to be a high level of biological waste with humans. With countless cells. only one makes it.

Now. if we take the perspective for the moment that everything we do is refated to sex and if suceess is
difficult with the birds and the bees—and that’s natural—it’s not a stretch to think that a lot of things in life.
which are just as important. can be just as hard. if not harder.

But there’s something that we. both male and female. have that can fight off these dark impulses of fear
and uncertainty. It's something spoiled kids have in over-abundance. and something conspiracy theorists

Why is that so important? Because. inherent in a good choice is a confidence that makes success
is possibilities. And that thing is belief: faith: conviction. By making a choice. we re implicitly
saving to ourselves that the choice we made is something we can feasibly do. Why is it that some
people join sports teams. while most others don’t? It’s those who don’t that don’t have the
conviction that they can be as good as the guys on the team.
conviction. of faith in oneself that is the killer to success. because that forces the
person fo not even try. And when that happens. success becomes a thing of one’s

Now. this "secret’ may be “the secret™ but it doesn’t come
Any really success-oriented choice. will have a level
of self-confidence implicitly. And it’s this level of
confidence that will determine vour

to sole in pure white in mouming of her father. she joined the
other girls already waiting by the canal banks. Emperor Yang.
seated in his lavishly adomned throne on board. immediately spot-
ted Yucniang in her snow white dress in contrast fo the other
ladies’ flambovant ouifit.

She was summoned to mount the ship. As she approached
the emperor. her frail and slender figure swayed gently in the
breeze. her feet brushing against the deck like lotus petals dancing
on rippled water. Emperor Yang. known for his insatiable taste
for beautiful women. was stunned by her beauty and delicacy.
Finally she knelt down in front of him with her [ace lowered.

“How elegantly vou walked!” the emperor praised.

“Thank you for the compliment Your Majesty.” Yueniang
replied. “T believe I am borm with a pair of dancers” feet.”

“Then I must see them to prove your words.™ the emperor
ordered.

She lowered her face even more. Emperor Yang took itto be
a sign of a lady’s bashfulness. so he waved his guards away.
“Now. young lady. may I see ihem?”” Yueniang. deftly untied the
dagger from underneath her right foot. and suddenty attacked him
with the agility of a leopard. Emperor Yang bent backward just in
time to escape the attack while calling out loud for help. The
emperor’s loval bodvguards rushed in. only to see Yueniang leap
for rushing waters of the canal like a white shooting star. She was
NEVer seen again.

From then on. Emperor Yang would keep a distance from
any girl with bound feet. Gradually. families started to wrap their
daughters” feet with a strip of cloth to escape Emperor Yang's
endless quest for attractive voung women. The custom of foot
binding gradually became one of aesthetic standards. and passed
down for many more generations to come until it was banned in
the early twentieth century.

If vou’re paranoid and

And it’s that lack of
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“In nature, nothing is ever right”
by carol Lee

Cookies

=

What an inspirational statement! Try to remember the last time you took an exam. Just when you
were smiling about how easy it was going to be. the final. one-sentence question caught you off
guard. You composed yourself, thinking. maybe it was not that bad after all...when out of nowhere.
you suddenly noticed a little bracket on the side which enclosed. nothing much. just some numbers
and signs (50%). Or. better still, try to remember that one time when you went on your dream date.
Evervthing was going fine except that one last kiss (when vou realized you forgot your breath mints).

Some time ago. some friends and I got really philosophical and we started talking about the
meaning of life. Last time. I mentioned HAPPINESS as one of the goals in life. To add to that. I think
realizing the “wrongness™ (“faults.” if you insist) of life somehow brings us one step closer to
happiness. We come to this life not to learn how to avoid making mistakes but to learn how to deal
with them. The following gives a brief analysis.

Once something goes wrong. there are only so many ways we can deal with it. (#1) We can choose
to deny the problem altogether. (#2) We can choose to acknowledge that the problem exists. but do
nothing to change it. Or. (#3) we can acknowledge that it exists and then attempt to change it in a
positive manner. This is an easy choice to make and I think a majority of vou will go for the last one.
However, please bear in mind that it is easier said than done. Furthermore. the level of difficulty often
increases proportionately with time. In other words, the longer you left it unchanged. the more
difficult it would be to change it. Maybe you want to ask vourself one more time...and be honest for
once.

The process of personal growth involves advancing from #1 and #2 to #3. One important step is
1o realize the group that you belong to. and then act accordingly. Also. please bear in mind that there
is absolutely nothing wrong with doing things wrongly. The worst thing that you could do is to be
trapped in an endless trip of guilt. Just remember: in nature, nothing is ever right. Therefore. if

everything is going right... something is wrong.
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intro [ Sound

Most fans ot Chinese pop prob-
ably know few songs that were OP’s
from Korean hits. Canto-pop fans
might remember Alan Tam’s 1984 clas-
sic “Love in a Deep Autumn™ ( 41
ZEEX . which was also a tremendous
hit in Korea some 13 vears ago). Or if
you're a fan of Mandarin pop. Tarcy
Su’s “Duck™ ( #&-F ) originally came
out in Korea a couple vears ago. So
I've decided to spend this issue to write
about Korean pop for our non-Korean
readers. And another thing for you
JPOP fans...it’s not KPOP. it’s called
Gavo.

The Korean music industry took a
sharp tumn early in the decade with the
introduction of heavy doses of West-
em influences when the record compa-
nies discovered they could market rap,
R&B. metal ete. Sequentially. Gavo has
diversified into many different streams
and stvles. Presuming many of our
readers have never listened to Gavo.
I'll select some representative albums
of difterent genres.

Seotaiji & Boys — 4" Album

In the group’s four vear lifespan.
Seo Tai Ji has become the symbol of
Korean pop. Not only was Seo the first
artist to introduce rap into Korea, but
he also brought funk. metal and alter-
native from the underground into the
commercial mainstream. Seo was the
pioneer of the industry. the man who
set the definition of Korean pop of the
90’s. So if you’ve never listened to
Gavo. this is a good place to start. 1
chose this album because it’s a good

Col ists can be reached at p

(A §
(\\\‘ Intro to K-POP/Gayo
L\

by nion

sampler for evervone - combining funk.
metal. rap. and ballad all into 10 tracks.
If vou’re more into hip hop. get their
first or second album instead: or if you
prefer alternative sound. Seo Tai Ji's
solo album might better suit vour taste.

Kim Johan — Solo Album

Former member of R&B group
Solid returns with his first solo. The
whole CD is pretty much all R&B. You
can also check out the old Solid CDs.
especially their live album.

Kim Hyun Jung - Debut Album

The title song topped charts all over
Korea this summer. The whole album
is all dance and funk - especially heavy
on Eurobeat and techno. It often sounds
like a cross between club cuts from Brit
pop and JPOP. If vou prefer ballads or
soft rock. there’s still plenty of choices.

Bijou — Debut Album

If you prefer ballads or soft rock.
there’s still plenty of choices. A rela-
tively new comer to the pop scene. this
fernale duo has gained much attention
with their trademark soft baltads. Their
debut album contains mostly ballads.
including the immensely popular hit
“Love. Love.” Also try out Ahn Jae
Wook’s 1* and 2™ album or Im Chang
Jung’s 4%,

Where to Buy?

You mean where in Vancouver?
Beats me. ] heard some Korean stores
sell them here, but I think you'll geta
much better selection ordering by
internet.
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Dirt}’ ShOQS by Suspended Soul

What kind of clothing is considered
fashionabie? Usually. vou can’t go
wrong with expensive clothing. Often.
stuft that bears a recognizable trade-
mark—whether it be externally visible
or hidden behind the neck for attire
above the waist—is considered decent.
In particular. sales of name-
brand athletic shoes are  (\M,
exceptional. Many people >
nowadays would rather be  ~.
caught dead than be seen ina
pair of shoes that do not dis-
play an extensively marketed

and widelv accepted label.  Squeaky Shoes

Sunple days were those when I wore
a uniform to school. Sure. If'1 had my
way then. [ would have traded in my
uniform for more colorful clothes in no
time. In thinking back. however. a school
uniform was not such a bad idea. At
least I didn"t have to waste any time
guessing what would look good on me.

Besides. wearing a uniform was het-
ter than wearing nothing.

Or was it?

In the carly days. clothing was not a
necessity and human beings were no dif-
ferent from their colleagues in the animal
kingdom. It wasn't until we discovered
the notions of covering up “private™
body parts with leaves and gradually
more sophisticated articles of clothing
that we started to get into trouble.

For some reason. observing one’s
personal appearance loday has become
a crucial exercise in deciphering one’s
character. Before setting out. I must make
sure I dress in appropriate clothes and
accessories {rom head to toe. I cannot
risk being misunderstood as possessing

a personality that is not a fair represen-
tation of my true selt. This means pay-
ing extra attention to my attire. Before
seeing anyone other than family mem-
bers or the best of friends. I must per-
tect my appearance at all cost.

At times. the cost is
extraordinary.

Recentiy. I was in a rush
to leave my house [or an un-
portant appointment, only to
realize my deep green suede
shoes were dirty to the point
of looking brown in many
spots. Afraid of communicating a nega-
tive impression. I needed to find a quick
solution. I looked around to sec il [
could wear some other shoes. As luck
would have it. the only ones in sight
provided a disastrous match lo the
clothes 1 was wearing. My only re-
course was (o take out my suede brush
and clean my telling shoes at top speed.
After I had removed the loose dirf. [
completed my urgent chore by spray-
ing the sucde with a specially-formu-
lated suede cleaning fluid.

Unfortunately. this cleaning routine
turned out to have taken a bit too much
time. As I had successfully avoided to
show up wearing a pair of embarrass-
ingly dirty shoes. I had also succeeded
to embarrass myself” by arriving late.

Unless I blame my tardiness on in-
sutficient time management. I can only
be dismayed sociefy associates people’s
abilities and personalities to such un-
reasonably high expectations of
appearance.

How [ wish we can be appreciated
for our inner beauties regardless of what
external appearances we may convey.
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