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The USF and ABUSE of our Language
Leslie Shay
Editor, English Content 0 V € often hear news of drug abuse and child abuse. However: the kind of abuse that we
encounter daily may regrettably be the one that is least talked about-language abuse. In many

circumstances. language is not given the respect it deserves. Words are often used carelessly
and any antagonism towards the abuse of language seems to be an emotional archaism. Perhaps

De rEk Fu ng we can take the initiation to change the situation by addressing the problem. The following are
~ Reporting Coordinator, English Content examples of language abuse that I have witnessed over the past few years.
! 4
Do you recall the following ads or signs? g

- On a flyer that is titled as "Stock Up and Save Now™. the familiar phrase “limit one per family™ i
is written next to the item that you want to buy.

+ The most ridiculous one that I have ever come across so far: “If you cannot read this. it is
about time to get a new pair of glasses.™

- Posted on a bulletin board at a college: Need help with essays? We offer prove-reading 1
service... g

- Probably the most famous one: A must seen tourist attraction-Remember to visit the
graveyard where our honorable statesmen arc buried daily except Friday. i

* Once posted on a door at Biology Building. UBC: These doors are newly furnished: please 4
do not post anything on it.

+ An advertisement found in a Richmond mall a few years ago: Ancient Chinese New Year
Sidewalk Sale! )

- Probably the most common one: Toilet out of order. Please use floor downstairs.

Although they may seem comical, we cannot disregard how such examples of abuse insult
our language as well as our intclligence. Whether it is due to carclessness, or ignorance. such
abuse has its detrimental effects. Accurate interpretation is sacrificed. and cfficient communi-
cation is forsaken, Perhaps vigilance and education may be the only route in our journcy if the
proper use of our language is desired. But will people actually make this cffort? Another
option is to use the ‘grammar check” on our high-tech computers to supplement our ignorance.
But is this kind of method worthy enough. or better yet, is this the cxample we should set?
That is in-order to avoid the abuse of one thing, we have to abuse something clse! Perhaps
through such complications. we shall never remain at peace with this issuc.

Until next time, please refrain from swearing, and if you ever run into a toilet that is out of
order, please stay away from ‘the floor downstairs!”
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by Leonard Chow

Slandard dictionary entries of “rave” define it along the lines of
being highly excited, fast. and enthusiastic. However. what Ed told us
falls in a totally different library. Ed is a UBC student who has been to
raves, which are dance parties that have become an increasingly hot
spot in town. Excitement, speed. and incoherency may still be ele-
ments of the kind of rave this article is about. but so do hot dances.
drugs. and delight.

The term “rave” probably disturbs adults more than it pleases
them. Reports of ODs—the street term for overdoses—and drug-
related deaths, portray the popular psyche as a scent of danger and
decay.

Most youths, however. think of raves as mysterious and cool.
Raves often hold in a spacious place like a warehouse. and it can start
as early as 10pm and end as late as 8 of the next morming.

Ed remembered his first tiime. He expected the rave to be some-
thing more or less like a club. but it turned out to be neither. “It’s
totally different.” he asserted. Except for flashing strobe lights. the
place is extremely dark. Some rave-goers light up the scenc by danc-
ing with six-inch glow sticks. Cool. artsy designs on video screens
also provide additional scenery. “There’s nothing really elegant about
the setting of a rave.” Ed reflected. Despite of this. however. raves
often attract hundreds of party-goers: Up to 800 people crowd big
raves during peak hours.

Unlike clubs. there is no bar at raves. Interestingly. nobody brings
or sells alcohol cither. Available drinks arc. surprisingly. bottled water
and juice. Perhaps people ditch alcohol for /7 at raves. F. or ecstasy.
is the “drug of choice™ according to Ed. and it is widcly used at raves.
Ed estimated that 60% to 70% of rave-goers use drugs on site. He
explained that there are different kinds of £: “some just mellow you
out, but some can make vou hyper.”

The mainstream news media tends to focus on the “drug problem™
at raves; Ed echoed similar concern. Last May, the media reported a
“drug-related” death at a rave that took place at UBC. Asked what he
thought about this. Ed replied, “There is always risk when taking
street drugs. You're not going to learn until it [e.g. an overdose] hap-
pens to you. Some people learn the hard way.”

Indeed. Ed does not want lis future kids to go to raves. Trying to
take his parents™ point of view. he concurred that they would be mad
to “find out that your kid is doing stupid things and putting himself at
risk for no reason excepl for fun.” Nevertheless, Ed planned to keep
going to raves; the “high™ he experienced from £ scems 1o negate its
potential danger. Drugs do not define a rave, however.

The music is a major attractant from rave-goers, Ed included. While
clubs often play hiphop. he described rave music as electronica, techno.
and progressive-house. Small raves happen about every week, while
large ones are advertised at DJ/clectronic music stores like Bassix on
Hastings. Tickets are available at these stores and some Robson
stores, such as Below the Belt and Aritzia. Although Ed believed that
organizers of raves target people between 17 and 21, he has observed
that 15 to 18 year-olds amount to half of the scene.

Many parents would likely cringe at this statistic: indeed. BCT!”
evening news once presented a checklist of “signs™ that parents should
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“Indeed, Ed does not want his future kids to go to raves.
However, he planned te keep going to raves; the “high” he
experienced from E seems to negate its potential danger.”

watch for. and a profile of the “typical” rave-goer too.
As with anything clse. whether there is due reason to
be worried depends on whom you ask. Ed felt that
most raves are safe. He based his judgment on ncws
reports of fights and shootings at clubs. though.
Tronically. the high percentage of minors at raves is
probably tied to the laws that restrict them from en-
tering clubs.

Raves arc illegal. They go past the 2am closing
time legally required of clubs: drugs are sold on site;
minors are allowed : the density of the crowd often
violates fire regulations. That’s why most raves oc-
cur out of municipal Vancouver, in Delta, Richmond,
and father. Rave security exists “just to keep out
people who try to sneak in,” Ed conveyed. He has
seen police at raves, “but they don’t do much.™ A
first aid station is usually ready for small accidents.

Ed is not addicted to raves. but “some people
are” and may go every weekend. Speculating about
why people go. Ed thought that getting “high” is the

main reason. The atmosphere, the drugs, the fast
beats. heavy bass. aud fast dancing style sustain a
“high” that lasts litevally until the morning afier. This
fecling from raves is enough to draw in Ed three or
four times per school ycar and during the holidays.
He found conventional clubs “boring™ now.

Raves are becoming more popular, but the crowd
is more “comfortable”™ than the clubbers, Ed says.
This is reflected in the attire: rave-goers dress less
formaily: a t-shirt, tract pants, and runners will do.
Asians and whites were the major ethnic groups at
the raves Ed has been to. The costs, however, are
probably less “comfortable:™ tickets range from $20
1o $30 and up to $50 at door, “dropping” /rugs) not
included. E can sell for up to $30 per fix. Glow sticks
are about $5 at raves (but $1 at dollar stores). Drinks
start from $2. Special holiday raves cost even more.

When asked how raves have changed his life.
Ed denies any dramatic effects. They can change
sleeping habits, “but school does that too.” We can
all attest to that.

perspectives | § | feb. 1999
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“Hello. you're on the air. Hello? Is there anvone
there?”

What if vou need someone to talk to. but don't
want to reveal your personal probleins live on the radio.
Or. what if your call is screened and then dropped by
the producer because it is just too bland. What if you
are afraid of what others may think of you after hearing
your voice being broadcast throughout the lower
mainland?

Forget it right? Not worth risking the humiliation.

Noteveryone isas open as radio callers. However.
there are other ways to be heard if vou need a shoulder
tocry on. or just someone to listen to vou. Sometimes.
you don't want an answer to vour problen. but rather.
are-assurance that everything is going to be all right.
Chimo Crisis Services has been offering such a shoul-
der to people in the Lower Mainland since 1973,
Recently. it has established a very successful Chinese
Crisis Line. We had the opportunity to speak with two
of its volunteers: Hazel. a telephone operator. and
Helen. the volunteer co-ordinator. Hazel is a psychol-
ogy student at UBC. while Helen has her PhD in
Psychology.

Hazel is one of the veteran volunteers who has
been with Chimo since 1997. She is ore of the 40
sclected volunteers amongst the 160 applicants. Be-
cause of the growing demand, the Crisis Line has just
expanded its personnel by hiring more volunteers.
Helen informed us that there are 116 volunteers and
they all commit at least 4 hours per week to the Crisis
Line. Hazel recalled that her interview was approxi-
mately 1 hour long. and the training had lasted 2
months. She is now responsible for answering calls as

R of the calls concern about common matters such as:
well as coaching new volunteers. :

relationship problems between couples. friends. par-
ents and childrent: emotional callers who just necd
someoite to talk to: callers who are concemed about
employment: and calls from new Chinese immigrants

ing somcone to discuss things with.

1f situations become too serious. the volunteers
ould transfer the calls to their supenisors. or other
organizations like S U.C.C.E.S.S. that specialise in
somg areas. such as s iolence against women. child
abuse. and suicice.

The Crisis Line is open for both Cantonese and
Mandarin speakers and hours of operation are from
Sunday to Saturday from 10amto 10pm. It will fater
expand its hours from Sundays to Mondays from
9am to [2am. Chimoiscntirely funded by donations
and grants, and is run by volunteers.

Lastly. both Helen and Hazel encourage the call-
ers to open up and not fear of speaking up.
Sometimes, people may become too self-conscious
and think that their problems are unique and weird.
However. most of the calls, as mentioned earlier.
concern problems that most of us have encoun-
tered before. The duty of the Crisis Line, then, isto
listen to the callers and stabilize their emotion, reas-
suring that they are not alone. By just lending an
ear, the volunteers from the Crisis Lire have already
guided the callers out of potentially dangerous
situations. They reassure the callers that the they
are not alone, and there’s light at the end of the
tunnel.

Hazel saw voluntecring for the Crisis Line as nor-
mally easy. She explained to us that her role consists
of talking to callers and. most importantly. listening to
them. Patience is a critical necessity that all of its vol-
unteers must possess. She has experienced calls with
duration that range from 10 minutes to 3 hours,

Hazel described how everyone is normat and emo-
tionally all right. Perhaps because of its name, *“Crisis
Line,” which gives an impression about people who
are in crisis and require extensive assistance, Crisis

The Difference a Phone Call Can Make

Line has discouraged some people from calling. Re- -
ality is that most calls are not like that. In fact. most

inquiring about generl information and just want-

rhaps because of its name,

is Line has discouraged some
ople from calling. Reality is that
ost calis are not like that. In

ct, most of the calls concern
\bout common matters™

"By just lending an eay, the

: volunteers from the Crisis Line
have aiready guided the callers out
of potentially dangerous
situations. They reassure the
callers that the they are not alone,
and there’s light

at the end of the tunnel."

by Cindy Ho
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by Frank Pang
I am back. I am back from downtown.

I spent most of my time with Michelle.

We shop-lified, stole quarters from telephone booth. picked beer bottles, went into every
dumpster, opened up the garbage bags, looking for f3 things: food, pop cans. credit card, drug
(Michelle's fantasy). or anything that worth money.

*“Always keep you workstation clean.” Michelle said. scraping garbage off with the
window wiper (he made the most money from washing car windows).

He made 20 bucks by selling a piece of steak (we stole it from Safeway) to a bar, and spent
all of the money on drugs. Food was not hard to get at all. On a snowy night we were sleeping
by Cinematheque or Granville. A girl cameby and gave us twoboxes: burgersand fries, which
was pretty good compared to those we found in garbage cans. An-
other couple was giving out sweaters to evervone. The lady who
stayed in front of Burger King always got leflover food. We visited
her at the end of the day.

Drunks and prostitutes came out from the bar opposite to our
place. They were loud.  opened my eyes again. Michelle's still enjoy-
ing his cigarette, which was the only thing sticking out of his sleep-
ing bag. More drunks staggered in front. I didn"t move a bit, faking
death. “T'll be fine I'll be fine. The police station is right opposite.” [
stared at the police cars and felt even more insecure because they
were empty. They were around when us trading drugs. “Now they
are probably in the bar. Happy hours. I'll be fine. Sleep.”

My messy beard and hood shadowing half of my face blended
me in with the crowd. They shared everything with me (except drug
which is their spiritual food). Michelle gave me one of his two mattresses. We opened our
slecping bags and tucked our feet in. I still had my shoes
on, thinking that I might need to nin when some drunks
attacked me inthe middle of the night. “Look.” Michelle
said. putting his shoes underneath his bag and using the
bag as a pillow, “Nobody will touch our stuff when we
slecp. That’s the rule.”

We took a free bus-ride (still can't figure out how
Michelle did that) to the gangster park on Hasting. Be-
hind the tree was the drug dealer. They seemed to have a
special time for trades. I didn’t ask. But when we were
running towards that tree there were tons of people nun-
ning withus. Likea marathon. I tried reaily hard tosee the
drug dealer, the man who controlled all these addicts,
although he’s probably under controlled by someone
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else too. It’s too dark and he's always surrounded
by people, like a superstar giving out autographs.

He’s been on the street for 3 years. 32 years
old. Wife and son in Ontario. He got into jail
before for killing a guy who tried to rape his
friend s sister, who was then 13.

Michelle became peaceful and happy af-
ter the first dose of weed.

On the bus he showed me something
he got yesterday: tooth brush tooth paste
a cup and a comb. He combed my hair
with the big red comb and said. ““Take
this.™ His hair wasa big mess. That kind
of comb didn "t work for him.

“T'm going to dump {3 thing on
you. youknow...my problemis ... I don 'tknow
what todo with my live(same here) ... brought up ina govern-
ment fostered home because my parents weren't able to take care of me... I tried
to quit (the drug)...damn...so how to say f**k you in your language””

T'taught him. But now I regretted about it. He's going to swear tothe Chinese people who don't
let him wash their car windows. Ishould have told hirm that the Chinese equivalent is*“ngor nioi nei”
(“Hove you'") and he'll make a lot of friends.

He'sangry with himselfand so vulnerable in front of drug. He never let me look at him using the
syringe. He's ashamed.
The night before I left. Michelie was saying that he really needed a roommate, and that maybe
we could save some money together and rent an apartment.
“You keep all the money that I eamed everyday. Make sure [ don't spend it on drug.”
*...Don’t depend on me. [ will be gore....”
“What do you mean you will be gone?”
“Going back to my family.”
... (silence) Stay as long as you want ...
3am. Snow blowing onto my forehead. Michelle’s head was still deep inside the

sleeping bag. I removed my stuffa bit farther away, trying not to wake him up. Iwore
my shoes and left.

God bless Michelle.
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Good morning. evervbody!!! By now evervone should have some recogni-
tion of my notorious reputation. That’s right. I am the one and only infamous
millennium bug that has been hibernating within your computer systems for the
past century. When the clock strikes twelve on January 1 of Year 2000. I will
awake to take reign over cyberspace.

1 was created in the 1800s, when computers were fast becoming an essential
part of the business world. It was a hectic period when corporations were spend-
ing millions of dollars on the computerization of data storage. At the time. costly
computer storage space created a genuine financial distress for businesses. Thus
for the sake of cost-effectiveness. programmers designed software applications
where only the last two digits of the current year will be recorded. This was
assumed to heighten the economy of hard disk space. and thus uliimately the
economy of operating costs. However, what the programmers at the time did not
anticipate was the confusion that will be created when Year 2000 approaches.
The previously designed applications will go into chaos. as they cannot distin-
guish the difference between Year 2000 versus Year 1900. In the worst scenario.
even the payment of your monthly bills and tuition fees will be affected.
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Now almost 20 vears later. the once seemingly distant Year 2000 is approaching
quickly. The Y2K problem may seem trivial. but the actual process of switching the
2-digits date record to 4-digits is not as simple as it appears to be. It is an extremely
difficult and tedious task to find all relevant codes of dates and years within
softwares that are filled with confusing programming commands. In response (o
this, all the facultics of UBC have taken part in forming an emergency backup sysicm.
It is now estimated that my awakening in Year 2000 will affect such departments as
that of chemical engineering. food services. medical center. dormitories. library.
parking. and campus security. Even the SIS (student information system) may be
crippled as well when the millennium arrives. As a counterattack, UBC'’s Informa-
tion Technology Scrvice has released the Y2K Awarcness Program to make sure the
financial operations and student records will stay unaffected. The IT service will
secure all the central servers. thus ensuring that email and news services will con-
tinue to run smoothly through the millennium transition.

As the last reminder, even if you can survive the computer crisis that will be
brought on by iny awakening in Year 2000, just remember that I will reborn again in
Year 10.000. For now. I would like to say good night and wish you sweet dreams in
your slecp for another 300 days to come.

VOLUNTEER!

Volunteers are needed and greatly appreciated at
the Chinese Cultural Centre, a non-profit
organization dedicated to the promotion of Chinese
culture in BC. Join our team, gain valuable work
experience, and make some new friends along the
way. During the two weeks around Chinese New
Year (Feb. 15t to 26%), volunteers are needed to
lead school tours, and help run culture related
workshops. The CCC Walking Tour also requires
outgoing individuals to lead groups on informative
tours of historic Chinatown. Al training provided.
For more information, please call us at 687-0729.
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Asian Studies Student Association (ASSA)

Event | Lecture: “China and the East Asian Financial
Crisis”

Date | Thursday, February 25, 1999

Time | 12:30 - 1:20

Venue | Asian Centre Seminar Room 604

Association of Chinese Graduates (ACG)

Event | Ballroom Dance Class
Details | 4 sessions {2 hours each)
Contact | ACG at 292-8982

Chinese Catholic Society

Event | Bible Sharing

Date | Feb 4, 11, 25, 1999 (every Thurs)
Time | 12:30-1:30 pm

Venue | Buch B212

Contact | Agathe Chu agathe@interchange.ubc.ca
Chinese Chess Club

Event| Chinese Chess Tournament

Date | Saturday, Feb. 20

Venue | SUB 207/209

Cost | Members $3; Non-members $5

Details | Pre-registration required. See website at
http:/iwww.ams.ubc.calclubsiccc

Contact | Andy 737-8281, or Mannie

ubc_ccc@hotmail.com

Chinesérlerg_s ,nVF li)ws ip Club

Event|Love

Date | February 25 1999,

Time | Will be posted-

Venue | Will be posted

Details | Casual talk on relationships between boys and

girls.

Contract Bridge Association

Event | Contract Bridge Tournament
Date | Friday, Feb 26

Time | 6:30 - 11:00 pm

Venue | Angu 310

Cost | Members free; Non-members $2
Details | Refreshment provided.

Contact | Iris ifung@interchg.ubc.ca

Event | Bridge and Potluck Night

Date | Friday, March 19

Time | 6:30 - 11:00 pm

Venue | Angu 310

Details | Potluck depends on the number of people signing
up.

Contact | Iris ifung@interchg.ubc.ca

Dragon Seed Connection (DSC)

Event | Whistler/Blackcomb Ski Trip
Date | Feb 15-16
Venue | Blackcomb Whistler Ski Resort

Contact | patrick@interchange.ubc.ca
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Event | Photo Sticker Competition

Date | February 19th, 20th, 21st, 1999

Time | noon - 10:00 pm

Venue | Plaza of Nations (Booth at the Chinese New
Year Festival)

Fees | $2 application Fee

Contact | Eric Ng info@yours.bc.ca or 2982833

JAPAN ASSOCIATION

Event | Broomball

Date | 1st weekend of March

Time | TBA

Venue | Father Bauer Rink @ Thunderbird Winter
Sports Center

Cost | $2 Members, $4 Non-members

Event | Games Night

Date | Mid March

Time | TBA

Location | TBA

CCS

Event | Canadian Airlines Chinese New Year Festival
Date | Feb.19-21

Time | Fri 11am-1am, Sat 11am-Mid, Sun 11am-9pm
Venue | Plaza of Nations

Cost | $5 adult, $3 child (age 5-12)

Detail | http:/iwww.bcchinese.com/newyear

Contact | BC Tel Festival Hotline: 604-415-6313
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I\ is the time of vear when many fourth year undergrads are rushing applications off

to graduate or professional schools for still more education. I am among this group.
Choosing among the schools is difficult and sometimes I feel like I'm shooting in the dark.
One of my criteria is a diverse campus and faculty: many schools make claims to this
feature, but mry impression is that most fall short of the rhetoric.

UBC seems quite unique: languages other than English resonate in the SUB on
weekdays at noon. We have a multiethnic campus and a strong international student
presence. But how multicultural are we?

I've sat in courses wondering about the tack of content on non-Anglo-American
contexts. nol to mention non-Anglo-American perspectives. Attimes. it seems that whole
continents cease to exist. In a way. they have disappeared. Certainiy, mamv courses are
focused regionally to the degree that Anglo-Amenican content is explicit and intentionzl.

But some courses (especially their Litles) imply geographically wider application and
yet don't address non-Anglo-American content throughout. There might be one lecture
on Asia. onc on Affica. or something to that effect: cultures. places. peoples. and histories
of Anglo-America dominate the course while those not of Anglo-America get minimal
treatment on the side. Even worse. some courses never leave Anglo-America arrdd man-
age to never mention its cultural/geographical context. As if a huge blindspot blocked out
the world bevond English-speaking Europe and North America.

Given this. is UBC multicultural” It depends on what "multicultural” nieans to you. I
think some equate “multicultural” with “mufucthnic:” any given pepulation or place that
comtains poople of different descent automatically becomes muiticultural. Others believe
that some degree of “tolerance”™ toward other cultural traditions makes a popidation or
place nulticultural.

I think UBC passes on both counts. Demographicaily. we clearly have an ethnic mix
(more so among the students than among the profs). The administration has installed a set
of policies to combat (overt) racismi. and the AMS miakes a strong effort to promote
diversity oncampus. This is how UBC is multicultural.
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But how multicultural is UBC? If vou actually sit in a lecture and the question “what
about Africa. Asia. and South America™ creeps into your head. does it affect your
assessiment? To affect it. your definition of UBC must include more than the ethnicity of
students. After all. what defines a university? (Don't rush off to pick up the A faclean ¥
special). Its enrolment numbers? Its tuition rates? Its prominence? Its fate night campus
radio programs” {ts bagels? Its entertainment. athletic. housing. and washroom facilities?
Probably a mix of these and more. For me. its courses arc very important.

To me. courses form the very “stufl” of university. We learn “stufl”" in university—
sometimes vaguely—but still. most of us engage with the materials in some way, to some
degree. Sure. this may mean [ate night cramming hours before the 8:30 exam. Still, I'm led
Lo believe that some of this “stuff” stays with us in our post-UBC days. What we're
leaming affects us. Whether we like Marx. Newton, Shakespeare. or whoever is one
thing. Our agreement. ambivalence. or antagonisin are already reactions signalling a
certain interaction with the teachings. Then. it makes sense to reflect on how nudticultural
otir courses are in any assessiient of mutticuluratism in UBC.

While substantive action may not foliow these though
ing about these issues partially fulfils my goal in writing
successfully begun 1o reflect about multiculturalism in the conté:
environment. But my other. more important goal is to have others t
issues. Mavbe someone wilt actually-writ€about thcm too.

he very exercise of think-
Namely, I have
my academic

This cohunar ofien gives space for discussions aboul expericnces of m
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Before I came to Canada. I used to sit in front of my television and cheer on the
Chinese athletes whenever there was a large athletic competition. Whenever [ watched
programs like gymnastic and swimming competitions I would silently cheer on the Chi-
nese team and quietly curse foreign teams. Perhaps. [ was a patriot then.

Somehow patriotic love fades as people grow. Today if T ask. “how many mecdals
did China get in Asian Olympics last year.” the answer from my fricnds will either be: 1

don’t know,” “I don’t care,” or “I don't know and I don’t care.”

For older generations, it is very encouraging to know that our mother country is
i getting more gold medals. At least it shows our sirengths to foreigners. However, the
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i youth's indifferent attitude today is very discouraging to older generations.

Perhaps our attitude is discouraging. Nomnetheless, who discouraged the young
people who still had hope for our mother country? Our own country did. Would you
blame people for not supporting a nation with cruel and unfair regime?

When the Asian Olympic Games took place, I heard something on the radio that made me feel
very uncomfortable. Xu Wenli. one of the founders of the China Democralic Party. was sen-
tenced to jail for 12 ycars after secret trials. What followed this picce of news was the informa-
tion that China had obtained 2 medals on that day in the Games, retaining the lead in medal-
winning rivalry. If I had followed the “More-medals-cqual-more-honourable-nation™ theory.
should have cciebrated crazily after I hearing the news. Apparently. this would be ridiculous.

While some people blame the young generation for not being patriotic, may we ask: Does this
nation have anything worth supporting for? Chinese overseas would be lucky not to be ashamed
by the actions of the Chinese government. Thus, how can we love the nation? For example,
China violated the rules of the Human Rights Declaration, which the country countersigned not
too long ago. The government captured, interrogated, and sentenced Xu Wenli without a legiti-
mate reason. Is the government not afraid of international impeachment and condemnation? As
the leaders of the nation act self-possessedly we, the Chinese overseas would have no place to

stand in the international community.

with democracy, freedom, and human rights.

...... ask not what your country can do for you — ask what you can do for your country.”
This is the greatest quotation from John F. Kennedy. However, please remember that this can be
abused easily by dictators, and that it is not applicable for every nation. It is justified to ask first
what our country has done. More importantly, keep ask.::g if our country has treated us well

FHEE

info.

Youth

youth under 25

Discussion Group for Gay Asians
VeryAsian / VariAsian — for East and
SouthEast Asian men

Call 688-WEST extension 2272 for more
Discussion Group for Queer Asian

Asian Gab — for gay and lesbian Asian

Call 669-5567 extension 2 for more info.

“I love our country! But who loves me?” This is quoted from our great writer, Ba Jin who
lived few decades ago, but we can still feel the sorrow and helplessness between his words
today. My fellow-countrymen, when can we stop crying out our pain to the silent God?
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Security systems:

-Soul, Searching:

Revelation of human nature
by Purple Toe
“Key! here is my kev? " Iwas fumbling through my jacket pocket
trving desperately to find the key 1o lock the door as I was leaving the
laboratory. Great. Thiswasjust what I needed! [ was already late for my
meeting—but how could I just leave the lab without locking my door?
Ihat if someone comes and steals stuff...

We now live in a world totally overwhelmed by the use of security
systems. Not just the usual keys that open doors and drawers. Combina-
tion locks, alarm systems in residences and business buildings, as well as
passwords in debit cards and computer systems are all within this category.
They serve only one purpose—to keep valuables away from other pecple
— uninvited people. As pathetic as it mav sound. the existence of such
imventions as locks and keys reveals no more than the ugliness of human
nature: our greedy. possessive and distrustful nature.

Why do we alwavs have to guard our belongings? Have we automati-
cally assumed that people would come and take away our properties
without our permission? If so. we are starting to acknowledge avarice as
a human nature. Unfortunately. since we know so well that we cannot
climinate stealing from our society. we choose to conceal it by the incred-
ible invention of different security systems.

What about our possessiveriess of things? Our thirst for materialistic
possessions makes us want (o be sure that no one takes away anything
that belongs to us. This possessiveness of ours does not necessarily
mean evil, but it shows another aspect of human nature. I people do not
consider their belongings so important. then would our need for any forms
of security systems be as desperate?

From what [ sec. security systems will never be extinct so long as there
are humans on this planet. Sadly. the existence of these systems not only
shows that people steal and have the desire to possess things: it also
protects our privacy. We may not want to admit it—but people do prv.
Our privacy is gravely invaded when people open doors without knock-
ing oropen our drawers without asking. .. Locks. in this regard. are slightly
more effective in creating personal space. (Why else would my diary have
locks and keyvs?)

Sadly (but not unjustly). we scem to have decided that it is human
nature lo trespass someone clse’s kingdom. e grow up with phrascs
like. "Don’t ever trust anyone but yourselft™ We hear too many storics
about the consequences of people’s mistrusting others.  Our distrustfud
nature is a tragedy indeed. but it is only because we do not want to get
hurt. The security systems once again appeal to us with their function of
providing us the privacy we want.

Ifthere isonc day that we do not feel threatened by people’s greediness,
possessiveness and nosiness. then maybe our society will no longer rely
so heavily on security systems. However. [ doubt if this day will ever
corme.

7 by Kiwi

Rains of
Ancilent Blossoms

China. Early Eighteenth century.

He grew up in the temperate climate and lush land of
the Yangtze River region. His grandfather held important
government positions for over two decades. The emperor
chose to stay at his grandfather’s mansion during four of
his six visits to southern China. His father and uncle also
occupied similar official posts, having a close association
with the royal family. Although he was not truly aristo-
cratic because of his non-Manchurian descent. he was
nonetheless part of a rich and well-respected family that
had prospered for nearly a century by the time he was born.

He grew up carefiee. mild in temperament. witha dispo-
sition for arts and literature. Then. disaster relentlessly be-
fell the family. His father was impeached of mishandling of
government funds. Disappearing with the family prestige
wasalso his whole world. Suddenly he was without a warm
place to stay. without maids and servants to fuss over him,
without the leisure to daydream or enjoy a hearty meal. He
was cynical of bureaucracy and of the social structure. He
made friends with hermitic intellectuals. gave vent to his
frustration in consuming alcohol. and made a living by
selling his paintings. He also wrote what might be the most
exquisite gem of the classical Chinese novels—Dreams of
the Red Mansion. He is Cao Xue Qin.

It isstill a subject under heated debate what his novel is
really about. Some say it’s a political satire aimed at expos-
ing the dark side of a feudal society: some say it contains a
hidden message that condemns the ruling Manchurians
and commemorates the overthrown Ming dynasty: still
some say il depicis a love story between an emperor and
hiis favorite concubine. However, the novel is most widely

)/, On ' D'r’eams o]C the |Qed' Mansion”

accepted as the author s masked autobiography recount-
ing the desoent of his family and nostalgia of past glory.
Weary of the exacting political censor on thoughts at the
time, he had to be elusive as to when and where the story
took place. Writing a book detailing his family history that
might be taken as an affront to the ruling authority was no
light matter. As a result the novel has mystified countless
scholars. some of whom took on the study of the novel as
their lifelong enterprise.

Sowhat does the novel talk about? Supexficially, it isan
epic centering on several closely associated wealthy and
influential families, most probably in the early Qing dynasty.
The main character, Jia Baoyw, taken as the author s mirror
image, is a debonair, sentimental and artistic young man
who deems women superior to men, to the contrary of then
commonly upheld belief. Through his eyes the reader sces
the outward grandeur of the old Chinese riches, the inward
corruption hinting at the disintegration of the complex feu-
dal farnily structure, and his own attempts to break free of
the mold by which he was brought up. The book provides
avivid and rare glimpse into an era, its social structure and
customs, its merits and imperfections. Also sounding a
distinct chord from other classical Chinese novels is some
of the author s revolutionary beliefs, such as a heightened
approval of women'’s talents and advocate of free Iove.

Unfortunately, Cao Xue Qin only completed the first
cighty chapters of the epic, with the remaining forty chap-
ters finished some twenty years later by another writer
according to Cao’s sporadic outline and notes. Though
the last forty chapters are generally considered not as well
written as the first part of the novel, they nonetheless pre-
serve the author s original intent of a tragic ending, which
is virtually unheard of in most classical Chinese novels.
Finished or unfinished, the book is a rare treat to the
shrouded facade of old China. taking the reader through
multitudes of evanescent vet revealing dreains.

a greater chance of failure.

PmsEe(inve by Star Trekker

Cooperatina with Your Partner

Co-opceration is somcthing that vou know is - portant to have. but at the same time. it sounds
so liresome and dull. Where's the excitement ince -
sum game of cat and mouse. the neurotic exhilaration of kinky hanky-panky?

Well. the iror is that any compelition has an essential clement of cooperation. In any sport. from golfto
mud wrestling. both competitors need to adhiere (o the basic nules of the game. Even in the high-stakes game
of strect racing, the driver needs to cooperate with the car. with the conditions of the road. the forees of nature,
his bladder. in order to beat the other racer. Any loss of control of any tiny (or large) component would lead to

But there’s a component of competition in cooperation that many don’t seem (o recognize. When you work in

& group. so many competitive elements kick in that complerment the cooperative act. For one. each member's ego

-ation? Where's the thrill of the chase. the zero-
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Jump starts when the group first mects. Even though everyone is working together for a common goal, people are
nonetheless observant of their partner’s abilities. weaknesses, and idiosyncrasics, and if their enthusiasm for the
group project is strong. they'll use their group member's characteristics for their own benefit. Take for example.
someonc who is compueer illiterate. For someone who is literate, that opens up an opportunity to show off one’s

corputer skills by using high-end computer programs to create the group output. If there’s more than one
compuier-proficient member. they’ll compete. consciously or unconsciously. striving to out-do the other, which

has the by-product of creating an even better group project.

But is cooperation limited to the dull activity of diplomacy and academic endeavour? Gohh no-no-no.
Competitive cooperation lies at the very heart of the best types of human copulation. In the most significant
human imperative—procreation—lies the potential of great results that can Iast a lifetime, assunting both
partners have the compatibility, longevity. the stamina. the courage, and the will to continue.

Assuming compatibility of a couple, experience and awareness provide the foundation for
mutual longevity in their bedroom performance. With exercise. stamina increases, resulting in
arise in courage. and perpetuation of sustainable will. Greater and greater growth in skill
will promote more desire, and a longing for more as time passes. Asthey begin to feel
each other’s strengths. competition kicks in. each challenging the other with a
new move. location. or position. keeping their love alive. Year afier vear,
month afier month, day afier day, each partner comes to appreciaie
the long term, cooperative nature of theirunion. Kinda puts a
different spin on the old ‘ball and chain” now doesn 't
it? “So honey, where do you want go
today?”

Columnists can be reached at persp

info@inferchung‘e.'ubc.cu
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aregular routine.

“No Pain, No Gain.”

by Carol Lee

Life is strange. It likes to play tricks on you. which you cannot do anything about but go on living it. Recently.
1 have been having these “call-it-quit” syndromes. where you start telling yourself at tough times to finally quit in
spite of what people around you may think. However, for some reason, for those of us who make it through the
night are somehow insane enough to return 1o our positions the next day for more. and eventually. life settles into

Somewhere in the midst of this regular routine. you come face to face with challenges that make you gasp for
breath. For me. as a medical student. the thought of going to school the next day always nanages to leave me with
astrange mix of emotions the night before. I am excited about starting something that I have worked so hard for. and
yet scared that I would not be good enough. that I am not prepared. that I did not know enough to fulfil niy position.
The next thing I know. I find myself fecling nauseated and taking bigger than usual breaths as I walk through the
doors to face the patients. The first “Hi" usually comes out as a nervous gasp. However. I cannot really say much
about what happens afterwards except that the only thing I remember is that friendly “Byve:™ an indication that you
have safely landed afier another hurdle.

Often, we go through experiences that we think are bevond our capabilities, and while looking back. we usually
remetnber that first “Hi” and the last “Bye” the best. We are adaptive mammals, and magically cnough. following
that first nervous gasp. vour body starts to exhibit its amazing ability to adapt to the emviroment. Whatever you
are doing, once you started the first step. things will start rolling and before you know-it. you are almost at the cnd
of the task. In other words, the greatest pain iu life happens before the “Hi". and similarly. the greatest gain in life
happens during the “Bye.” Only following the "Bve” can vou truly appreciate the details of the expenence.

On the way to making a decision. people sometimes ask: what will I gain if I do this? Mamy people.
however, do not realize that it is not always fair to weigh explicit gain from pain. Implicit gains such feclings of
accomplishment or happiness cannot be measured. and probably carry differcnt weighis in different people.
However, we know enough to understand how when we want a candy. we must ask. When we want a
compliment. we must be good. When we need help. we need to help first. When we want happiness. we must
try to be happy. We may not like 1o ask. be good. help. or try to be happy. but what elsc can we do”?

Then one day. you enter the mostly deserted lobby at the main entrance (o your daily life. and you start asking
vourself: why am I here? What is preventing me from interrupting this routine”? What is keeping me going? The
answer, mv friend. is the gain that yvou get after the pain.

/r(:\(“:\ H

intro B Sound

At the present fledging stage
of the industry. not a lot of mate-
rial gets published each vear even
if you include independent demos.
And much like the North Ameri-
can indie scene, the diversity
makes it hard to recommend any
general sampling albums.

China Fire 1,11, 111

If you want an introductory
sampling album, this is my best
suggestion. I'd recommend this
compilation series in the above
order. China Fire I displays such a
high level of creativity that never
ceases to amaze me, especially
considering the fact that it came
out in 1992. Il and III aren’t infe-
rior in quality but unfortunately
they don’t show the real progress
in the Chinese rock scene of the
past few years.

The Fly

This is the type of album fans
either love or hate. One of the most
well known Chinese underground
groups in the late 90°s, The Fly is
as contemporary as it gets. Record
stores may warn you that the de-
but album was recorded in low-fi,
Jjust like many independent bands
in the west. Low-fi doesn’t mean

Col et hed

can be r

=" (Partll)

by Onion

it's inferior. In fact I'd call ita high
quality low fidelity album (nice
oxyvioron huh?). It's just an alter-
native listening expericnce with
Iots of raw ambience — and that’s
what people love or hate about.
Their 2nd album is due this spring.
but I doubt if you can find it in
Vancouver anytime soon.

Commercial Rock

Recordings of the more popu-
lar artists such as those featured
in China Fire arc generally more
commercially refined. If you're
more into commercial rock, try the
Taiwanese label Rock (Magic
Stone) Records, under which you
can find commercial artists such
as Dou Wei. Zhang Chu. Tang
Dynasty etc. These recordings are
also more widely available in
Vancouver.

Where to Buy?

Recordings of Rock Records
artists can be found in most Chi-
nese records stores and even
HMV. If you're lucky, you'li find
some leftover copies of the China
Fire series in some local Chinese
record stores. But if you're look-
ing for anything even less
popular, I suggest you mail order
from internet music stores.

at perspactives-info@interchange.ube.ca

" % Intro to Beijing’s Rock Scene

“Hey Sue, what kind of person
makes his living out of killing others””

“Oh that’s easy. An assassin, of
coursel”

“Wrong! A mystery writer!” Huh?
1 can’t believe that | was outwitted by
this guy (my ex-boyfriend). I mean,
he’s a moron by any (sub)human
standards. But I guess even dweeb-
geeks can get lucky. Anyway, don’t
you miss those
good ol’ days
when mystery
writers actually

wrote mysteries

and not dramas

with horny sub-

plots? And Brain ¥
don’t you miss

nice tidy nurders, rather than the messy
bullet-throngh-the-brain smff? What
ever happened to that subtle and el-

egant weapon, the POISON? That’s
my favourite.

Let’s take the famous poison—
sirychnine. Strychnine is found pri-
marily in the seeds of the Strychnos
gerius of trées and is very easy to
obtain. Justhiry a box.of rat poison at
your-neighbourhpod hardware store.
15 it goaranteed to kill your victim?
Strychnine stimnlates the central ner-

Email system has been broadly
uscd as a way to speed up sending
and storing messages through letter.
faxor telephone. Later on. the need
for voice as messages instead of
typed ones arose. Some intelligent
people then invented the voice mail
system. It is a system for
sending, storing, and re- (V) s
tricving audio messages.
just like the answering ma-
chine on the telephone. but
often with better and more
functions and can be used -

through the Internet or a Squeaky Shoes

telephone line.

The advantage of the voice mail
is that messages can only be retricved
bv a particular user. Using the pass-
waord or the PIN number, the ownerof
the voice mailbox can change the
greeting message and listen to the in-
comung messages. Every voice mail-
box is assigned a telephone number
orextension. If a telephone line with
voice mail is busy or if no one picks
up the phone. the caller would then
hear the greeting recorded by the
owner and would be given instruc-
tions 1o leave a voice message or 1o
choose other available options. The
options can include paging the owner
or transferming to anoperator. Another
comvenient way is that the member of
the voice mail system can also for-
ward or broadcast messages to other
menbers” malbox.

While voice mail brings us so
mamy wonders. have vou ever experi-
cnced the foliowing: after you leave
sommeone a voice mail. vou might start
worrying when would the owner of
the voice mailbox reply to yvou? Or
have you ever gotten upset while you

vous system, and if give. in sufficient
dosage (say deliberately,. .will cause
comvulsions, twitching, r =~ hig-time
nigidity. One problem. The saafisbitter,
but if you disguise its bitterness. it’s
very deadly- minitnum lethal dose is 5
mghg.

Anothier goody is hydrogen cya-
nide (HCN). InDame Agatha Christic’s
days, cyanide was commonly called

- Cotumns -

Voice mail that seems
almost personal by suspended Sous

can only leave a message to someone
and could never talk to him or her
directly. Leaving a message in the
voice mail is just like giving a com-
mand to a puppy. You cannet be cer-
tain whether the puppy will give you
immediate response or not, and you
are not sure if it really under-
stood what you tried to com-
municate withit. Withsucha
limitation. can we count on
voice mail as a reliable source
. of basic communication?
' Many people start worrying
about the decreasing time or
opporiunities for direct com-
munication after the invention of dif-
ferent types of technology like elec-
tronic mail and voice mail.

A decrease in face-to-face com-
munication is inevitable. As busi-
nesses try to increase productivity.
they must cut down the time they
spend to complete certain tasks. Dis-
patching deliverics via couricr instead
of regular first class mail helps, but the
technologically advanced corporate
world is finding voice mail essential.
However. realizing that this form of
indirect communication docs not al-
low individuals to receive dynamic
feedback. some voice mail users have
adopted practical steps to maximize the
directnessof the communication. Since
voice muail is usually digital and thus
very clear. some people use a greeting
that at can initially fool the caller into
thinking he or she is speaking to a live
human being on hearing “hello™ and a
pause. Thisillusion of the real voiceis
not ingenious but docs give the caller
asense of immediacy. By taking this
mcasure, the very un-human and indi-
rect voice mail system becomes more
acceptable.

webs of deceit created by a good
poisoner. For a modern mystery,
you can be traditional and use the
above two poisons, or use easy-{o-
get modern poisons like cocaine. If
your dealer only sells heroin, that'll
work, too. Don’teven think of out-
landish poisons (eg. mustard gas or
biological goodies like hantavirus or
cbola). I mean, where are you going
get this stuff? Firstly, chemical and

prussic acid (sound familiar?). Hydro-  biological weapons are very, very
hard to obtain withoud be-

ingarrestedorkilled while

g 1 evading FBI bullets Note:

'J'Wy Favourite Poisons T e o
S break into Level 4 contain-

by Sue D. Nim ment in the CDC in

Atlanta. Secondly, it’s re-

ally hard tostay aliveeven

gencyanide is a fast-acting poison that  if you do steal the stuff "cause you
can be ingested, inhaled, or even ab-  need special containers and dispens-
sorbed through skin, resulting in death  ing procedures; otherwise you’ll

that is preceded by dizziness and
nausea. The average lethal dose in hu-
mansis 50 mg. In it’s liquid form, it’s
oolourless and smells fike almond.

Now don’t get me wrong. I'm not
telling you to go out and kill people.
Sure it’s easy to do, but it’s wiong. If
youdo have to buip off someone (asa
mystery writer), please do it with flair.
Read Sherlock Holmes or Hercule Poirot
and you can see the wonderful plot and

choke on the poisons when you
open the canister. Thirdly, ifyou're
still alive after steps 1 and 2, how do
you administer this stff to yonr vie-
timswithowt contaminating thewhole
city? 1mean you're writing a mys-
tety story, and inthis genre, only a
few people, not the whole human

Seeya. Gottagoto Atlanta for...
uh... business.

feb. 1999
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