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rslar) is nothing

but truths of the past, lessons of
the present and hopefully lies of
the future.”

- Dostoyevsky
I. Review.

1)_Forty years under the Red
Star.
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1997

Engl:sh-Chinese

Chinese  history has
never been short of noble dreams.
From as far back as the ultra-
conservatism of Confucian "li" to
radical Mao Tse Tung thought,
and up to the present reformist-
communism of Deng Xiao Peng.
there has been within the Chinese,
a persistent revolutionary
tendency driven by the noble if
not perhaps overly romantic

(To page 4...)
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Chinese Written by Dr. David Ip

English Translated by Jason Wat and Apolio Ip

... From Mainland China
... From Hong Kong
... From Taiwan

.. Together they form three
perspecnves

&: Liu Bing Zheng - Faculty of

Education,  specializing  in
educational  psychology -and
special education, Came from

Beijing 3 months ago. - Worked
as-an assistant research fellow in
Beijing.

HONG KONG 1997 -
Three Perspectives

T: Angela Tseng -- Faculty of
Commerce, 2nd year.
student from Hong Kong for one
year.

Y: Mike Yeng -- Faculty of Arts,
Political Science, 3rd year, Has
been in Canada for 7 years.

1. How did you feel when you
were “first informed about the
sovereignty reversion of Hong
Kong to China on July 1, 1997?

(To page 2...)
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(... from page 1)

L: The feeling is dual sided. As -

primary school students, we were
taught that as the Ching Dynasty
was too weak to defend the
sovereignty of China, part of
Hong Kong was leased to Britain
for 99 years. History-wise, I am
delighted to see the return of
Hong Kong. However, [ am also
worried about the Communust
Party's control.

T: | had a strong feeling of
helplessness.  Being a British
Colony, Hong Kong has been
traditionally played a passive role
when it came to politics. Hong
Kong people have long been
deemed  apathetic  towards
political affairs because they
have no right of being heard and
voicing opinions, under the ruling
of the British Government. Thus,
people appeared to remain silent
in the stable and prosperous
colony. After the lease of Hong
Kong to Britain until 1997 has
been confirmed and thus the joint

British Government will return
Hong Kong to China in 1997.

With respect to the entire
handover issue, Hong Kong
people have never offered

chances expressing views and
participating in the transition
preparation. That disappoints me
because the lack of expression

right stifles the otherwise
political enthusiasm of Hong .
Kong people.

Y: All Taiwanese assume the

perspective of by-standers. We
pay attention to the way China
Heals with this issue because this
affects the way the Taiwan issue
will be dealt with.

2. How is the 1997 handover

. Taiwan.

declaration has been signed, the : b ruled under China.
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issue related to you?

L: The only related event is that
my elder brother, who has been
living in Hong Kong for six years
after he lefi China, will have to
find another place of refuge from
the Communist Party.

T: I have become negative about
the future of Hong Kong. As the

migration trend prevails and
pervades, hundreds and
thousands of friends and

acquaintances have moved from
this home. In fact, this former
home is evolving into a drama
stage which people step onto,
shuffle around, and then dismiss.
However appealing the stage
appears to be, this momentary
platform will only be used by
people until it would become
obsolete and until people would
then leave it forever.

Y: Personally, there is not much
direct impact. However, it does
seriously affect the future of
I don't want Taiwan to

3. Would it be justified for
Britain to return Hong Kong to
China after the transformation

of the colony from a fishing
port to an international

financial market?

L: I was told that Hong Kong
residents had to pay vast amounts
of taxes to the British governent
every year. So Britain has long

" been reaping the harvest it sowed.

People will not care about this
question if China is as reputable
as the U.S. or even Taiwan. This
is just an excuse from being
returned to a socialist system. If
China had been ruled by the
Guomindong, people would not
have been worried at all.
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T: Sure it is justified. After all,
Hong Kong is part of China. Still,
Hong Kong should deserve more
say in shaping its future and
ensuring a successful transition.
Y: This question is very
complicated. Speaking from the
view of law, the inequality Treaty
between and Britain  should
definitely be abolished. However,
the people of Hong Kong are
unwilling to accept the fact of
returning the power to Mainland
China. Therefore, I have mixed
feelings on this subject.

4. Under what circumstances
with respect to "1997" did the
migration tide in Hong Kong
originate?

L: Although Deng Xiao-Ping
promised that Hong Kong will be
in status quo for at least 50 years,
people do not trust it for the
Communist Party has always
been unreliable. In 1957, there
a government-promted movement
encouraging people to criticize
the government, the party and the
officials. The famous quote at
that time was "Tell us if you
know it; tell II that you know;
who speaks will not be guilty;
who listens should take caution;
correct it if you have a fault; keep
doing your best if you are not".
Right afier the campaign,
500,000 intellectuals  were
labelled bourgeois,and lost their
jobs. University students were

driven to the countryside for
labor reform. My father, a
university professor, was one of
the victims. My family was
blacklisted and 1 myself had to
work in a quarry at the Sino-
Russian border for
around the time of the Cultural
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entrance examinations were held.
I was then admitted to the Beijing
Normal University.

T: Fearing the undue political
power of the Communist
Government, as reflected in the
recent history of China, Hong
Kong people take migration as a
means to secure a "better future”.
Despite this high commitment to
obtaining protection against the
uncertain scene in a decade, the
frustrated Hong Kong people as
being declined British citizenship
do return to their origin after
earning an overseas passport,

Y: There are 2 major reasons
why people want to emigrate:

a. Fear of the Communist Party;
especially the danger of losing
the present high standard of
living.

b. Chinese government is
dictatorial, non-democratic; and
it has no respect for human rights
at all.

5. Would the continuous
stability and prosperity of
Hong Kong after 1997 have
any impact on the China -
Taiwan relationship?

L: Peace will exist among these
three parties if two important
conditions can be met. Primarily,
Taiwan cannot be independent.
Secondly, Hong Kong cannot
advocate democracy against the
will of China,

T: The impact would essentially
be negligible because Taiwan is

so different from Hong Kong in
terms of political constitution and
position. A successful
implementation  of the
mechanism of two systems in
one country after 1997 will only

Revolution. I was only a
school student at
Conversely, many high-ranked
officials' children were sent to
study abroad. Only after
Chairman Mao's death that

10 years give Taiwanese a boost in
confidence * which is

iddle-  compl Yy to making the
that time. two systems compatible.

Radically, the Taiwan issue is far
more complicated than the 1997's
as the aboriginal issue is present
in Taiwan.
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Y: The effect is very significant,
because Taiwan is taking Hong
Kong as a precedent. if
communist China can keep its
promise and uphold Hong Kong's
status quo for 50 years, it will
show that China's reliability has
risen from before. This will help
Taiwan to trust the sincerity and
credibility of China if the two
countries ever have to negotiate.
6. Would the doctrine of "two
systems in ene country" help
promote the union of China
and Taiwan?

L: 1 do not think the socialist
system in the PRC will last long.
The fate of the USSR is probably
a precedent for the PRC. I'm
sure this generation can live to
see the reunification of Mainland
China and Taiwan without any
difference in the political system.
T: The doctrine of two systems
in one country is an ideal and
impeccable concept which people
in China, Taiwan, and Hong
Kong have different beliefs in
that makes consensus among
them be impossible. To illustrate,
democracy would be defined in
Hong Kong as a political
environment in which policy
execution, legislation, and its
implementation are independent
of one another. Decision making
at the city level is done through a
referendum, i.e. under the wishes
and control of its people.
However, the same term would

be defined quite differently in
China where its people are
allowed to take part and know
about the operation in the system,
but not guaranteed that the

ultimate  decision be in
pli with the participants’
wishes. Elections are still

common practice at all levels of
government, In brief, democracy
in China would be equivalent to
an open government sfructure for
its people to participate but not to

(To page 3...)
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(... from page 2)
decide. As its interpretation of
democracy differs, China often
views democracy campaigns in
Hong Kong be against its
political beliefs and policies. In
short, achieving common
understanding about democracy
among China, Taiwan, and Hong
Kong is a prerequisite for
successful implementation of the
concept of two systems in one
country.

Y: Two systems in one country is
absolutely not going to work in
Taiwan. it can't be reduced from

L: 1 do not agree with this. If
the political system cannot stay,
money will not be in any way
useful.

T: I think so. Although China is
a communist country, its
economy has been undergoing
tremendous growth which s
impossible unless the country has

incorporated  elements of a
capitalistic  system in its
economic functioning. In fact,

cities like Guangzhou and
Shenzhen have evolved into
econ fly thriving bases for

a country to a provincial
government. However, it will
work in Hong Kong which has
always been a colony. It is
enough to satisfy the people in
Hong Kong if the Communist
China will just preserve the
democratic and ind dent

the country.  Moreover, the
business network in Hong Kong
has developed so extensively into
China that Hong Kong's
economic  well-being  hinges
heavily on the Chinese economy.
All in all, Hong Kong and China
will depend on each other in the

4

system in Hong Kong.

7. Do you think China is
trading political flexibility in its

strategic formulation for H.K.

for the economic boost Hong
Kong offers in return fo the
Dragon?

« future with regards to economic
growth, subject to no conflicts of
political interests between them.
Y: China does need the economic
resources of Hong Kong to help
its development; therefore it will
make certain political
compromises, but only up to a

BE PERSPECTIVES
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certain level. All actions taken
has to be in accordance with the
socialist idea and the future of the
country. The Communist Power
will never allow the need of
development to damage their
own authority. Take the
Taiwanese merchants for
example. They have been doing
business and bringing in a great
deal of capital in China; but the
Chinese government is now
trying to have more control over
those merchants in fear that
Taiwan will use them for political
means. China will never allow
Hong Kong get the upper hand
with its economic assets.

8. Are other  countries
concerned about the *1997"'?
L: The "97" problem is not
directly related to other countries
except for those that have
economic relations with China
and Hong Kong such as US,
Sigaproe and Taiwan.

T: Being a commercial and
industrial centre, Hong Kong's
economic stability after . 1997
would have international impact
onother countries involved in
direct or indirect trades with

Hong Kong. Should the
transition be smooth and
successful, trading partners of

Hong Kong will continue to

benefit from, perhaps increased
business volume with
Otherwise, Hong Kong and its
trading partners would suffer and
thus giving an advantage for
other countries which desire to
take Hong Kong's position in the
international market.
other countries prefer a same, or
at least no worse Hong Kong
after 1997.

Y: Every country is basically
selfish. They would care if the
future development of Hong
Kong affects their own benefits.

Would the Tiananman
Square incident impose any
negative implications

associated with the 1997 issue
to Hong Kong people?

L: People no longer have any
confidence in the PRC. The
"June 4th" incident surprised not
only the residents of Hong Kong
but everyone in the world.

T: Although we did not
experience the calamity during
the cultural revolution, we could

China.

In short,

see the Tiananman Square's

scenes in which students were -
killed for their audacity to strive

for what they wanted. The "June

4" massacre  unquestionably

frustrated many of those who

wanted to build a democracy

component into the communist

system.  Yet, there are still

enthusiastic people around ready

for building a stronger and more

open Chinese government.

Y: This is something that really

confuses me. At the time of the

Tienanmen Square Massacre, the

people in Hong Kong were more

concerned than anyone else in the

world. However, they were also

the same people who hasten to

emigrate right after the massacre;
and now they are rushing back to

China to do business. ~What

contradictory psychology and

behavior! At the beginning their
hearts were filled with love for
the country and their countrymen;
now they see everything in terms
of economic advantages, and
don't care any more.

Lilﬁe to ao]ve'r’tise in perspecf/veg?
Contact Smith Sheung at 293-9307

Li|{e to contribute to perfpect/ves?

Drop a line to:

Box 188, 6138 SUB Bivd.
UBC, Vancouver, V6T 1Z4
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quest of a Utopia comprising
self-sufficient, peaceful and
content individuals. In a way the
past forty years of socialism in
China can be seen somewhat as

an attempt to deal with
humanitarian problems
fundamentally  ascribable to

traditional Chinese culture and
saciety; namely those of equality,
liberty and rationality. A brief
historical background should be
helpful here. The double baptism
of Second World War and the
Communist-Kuomintang  Civil
War leff China whitewashed
economically and morally by
1949. The annihilation of the
past socio-economic  structures
were nonethel ad

if not necessary, starting pomt for
Mao Tse Tung's communist
China as he had envisioned it: A
highly ordered society based on
principles of equality and
rationality, controiled by a tight
central organization
implementing rigorous socialist
economic, political and social
policies. This proved however to
be overwhelmingly complex in
practice, as socialism was not in
any way immune from the reality
of imperfect judgments, conflicts
of personal interests, and
unexpected changes in  the
political and social climate, and

other less than ideal conditions.

Mao's iron-hand dictatorship
subsequently gave rise to a series
of political struggles and
rebellions, which self-perpetuated
under the unrestraining legal and
judiciary system.
forceful autocracy the principles
of equality and liberty would
duly forgotten, and raiionality in
a Marxist-Leninist sense
conveniently prevailed for the
elite few. Long gone even were
the traditional Confucian ethics
which more or less characterized
Chinese culture. This in itself is
no slight fact, given the millennia
of feudal imperialism in Chinese

Under this

when policies of yore were again
favoured. In 1982, however,
Deng's obscrvation of the
economic progress in parts of
China - particularly in the
Southern provinces - convinced
him that free market economy
were excusable and indeed vital
to rebuild the country's
devastated economy, and there
were again steps forward in
reforms. This subsequently gave
rise to social strata and inevitably
led to all forms of excesses which
practically obliterated the high
ideals and the target culture of
untainted socialism. Add to this
the unremarkable legislative and
judiciary system and  the
inconsistencies of the ruling party,
and we obtain the picture of
China in its corruption and
decadence not much inferior to
that of Kuomintang China around
1930 and to that under the
Manchu reign at the tumn of the
cenfury. This time however a
promising independent economic
progress is really taking place.

2) The politics and society of
Hong Kong.
a) The role of the intellectual
elite in Hong Kong

The economic progress
which took place in Hong Kong
during the past forty years has
transformed this “Pearl of the
Orient" into a phenomenally
industrialized metropolitan. The
influx of wealthy merchants and
academics fleeing from the
Communists into Hong Kong
formed the solid financial and
intellectual  base  for  this
spectacular  growth. The
development of the intellectual
elite in Hong Kong underwent
particularly interesting phases
from the fifties onwards which
can be generalized as follows:
i)  Insemination - University

professors and academic
authorities escaping from
communist China into Hong

Kong infused precious scholarly
wealth and a raised national
into the ed

history and the } bl
codes of laws and ethics which
governed and defined Chinese
mentality and morality.
Western intellectual champions
of rationality, democratic law,
freedom of the individual and
equality were never tolerated nor
given a chance to develop under
the feudal system. Mao Tse
Tung's dialectic Marxist

philosophy and his vision of a

populist communism was a direct
challenge to the conservatism of
the pasts

Thus by 1978 the
intellectual climate of China had
become paralyzed and bound by
Big Brother and the Thought
Police. By the eighties a series of
economic, political - and
ideological reforms set off by
Deng liberated and reinvigorated
the academic environment. "The
West is the Best" became the new
unquestioned Truth; and the
intellectual liberation culminated

in the Tiananmen tragedy in 1989,

ab incunabulis of the new
generation of Hong Kong
The  Chinese;

ii) Germination - The formation
of student societies, and other
academic circles through which
the budding interest of economic
and political affairs of Hong
Kong found discussions and
stimulating ideas;

iii) Growth - Active participation
in a series of campaigns and
demonstrations in reaction to
mainland events and policies
such as the riot in 1966-67, as
well as local events such as the
adaptation of Chinese as the
official fanguage and other
administrative reforms in tertiary
education, the founding of ICAC,
national awareness campaigns,
and the publication of academic
literature on politics, economics,
sociology and history such as the
Hong Kong University Journal,

(To page 5...)
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'97 China & Hong Kong

(... from page 4}

Poon Guoo. Trotsky Allegiance
and so on:
iv) Experimentation - The fall of
the Gang of Four, the aggravation
of mainland political situation.
the Tiananmen tragedy and the
looming 1997 problem lent
unprecedented preeminence 1o
the inteflectual elite of Hong
Kong: and channels of activism
such as United Democrats of
Hong Kong. People's Alliance.
The Liberal Party, People's
Progress Society and so on
flourished.
The momentum for Western
democracy and for more complex
and complete structures drive
Hong Kong forward today: and
with this modemization process
comes the inevitable decline. for
better or for worse. of the hailed
traditional Chinese morals and
ethics.
b) Hong Kong - U.K. relations
in the past forty vears.

The political climate of
Hong Kong. though characterized
by a considerable degree of
sensitivity, has always been
relatively inert and stable. The
last two decades witnessed an
emerging activism independently
asserting Hong Kong's self-
interest in the face of the Sino-
British duet. This has led to a
trend of shifting loyalties away
from the Crown in favour of the
mainland largely attributed to
Hong Kong's economic interests.
Although this trend implies a
certain voloni to cooperate with
the mainland's wishes, it contains
nevertheless a healthy skepticism
on the part of Hong Kong's
Chinese elites towards the
maintenance of the status quo
political stability and economic
freedom essential to its prosperity.

It should be emphasized
that although China did promise a
"high degree of autonomy" and
that "Hong Kong people should
rule Hong Kong,"” it did not
promise Hong Kong a Western
democracy. Nor has it ever been
one. Present Hong Kong is a
consultative colony. It is an

admirable, successtul, and
reasonably  free  consultative
colony. but not a democracy. It
is ruled from London through a
governor. The governor consults
a variety of elite local bodies.
some of whose members are
elected by a tiny electorate. It
has been politically benign
because it allowed broud
personal freedom. a free press,
and an independent judiciary: and
has been enormiously prosperous

because  of a  free-willing
capitalism  that no  populist

democracy would ever tolerate.
It may thus be wise rather than
unprincipled that the British has
been willing to subordinate
democracy in Hong Kong. Hong
Kong is small, divided by severe
ethnic rivalries. intensely fearful.
transient in population. confused
in loyalties. vulnerable to triad
pressures, and  irredeemably
neither a nation-state nor a city-
state. It is part of China and
universally acknowledged to be
s0. it continues to exist
exclusively because of its value
as an economic utility. It
maintains stability only by virtue
of policies, growth rate. and
numbers of police that have never
been characteristic of liberal
democracies. Under  such
circumstances the prospect for
democracy are inherently poor.

In order to perpetuate
this system insofar as it is
possible, Britain believed that it
would be dangerous to create a
political vacuum and that it was
therefore essential to mobilize
public support through a system
of elections. But the effect of
elections on policy was to
continue being buffered by
indirect election of the governor
and counselors. Britain did not
intend to incur any risk of
populism. [t is not surprising
therefore that the Hong Kong
Chinese business elite, which
serves as the consultative fulcrum
of consultative colonialism, and
equally some of the central
British institutions that make
Hong Kong successful, largely
shied away from full-fledged
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Western democracy and went
with the British formula.

Il. Here and Now.

1) The transformation of
Chinese politics and society.
China today stands on a
tenuous wire determined to have
both a communist government
and a "reformed” economy. It is
concerned with catching up to the

industrialized world and the
improvement of 1.2  billion
people's  lives. It is also
concerned  with its national

identity and the legitimacy of its
ruling class.  How are these
issues to be reconciled without
excessive compromise and/or
violence?

Current wisdom points
to some exemplary models in
Asia to justify a free market
economy under authoritarian or
one-party rule. Such examples of
success include South Korea and
Taiwan in the sixties and
seventies; and Singapore being
the unanimous champion, in that
it has achieved Westen living
standards without suffering those
excesses of Western populist
democracy. These  model
countries have similar features in
their socio-economic
development: The gradual
elevation of levels of education
and income of the general
populace; the steady integration
with  global  political and
economic developments; and the

progressive  predominance  of
technically competent
organizations and officials. But

noteworthy is the difference
between these countrics and
China: The sheer physical and
demographic size of China, with
its  present lack of a
comprehensive national
transportation network and stark
provincialist  differences, will
raise difficulties in the uniformity
of policy implementation. China
also views very negatively the
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growing Americanism present i
these countries. Moreover upon
closer inspection one discerns a
certain  divergence  between
China's notion of authoritarian
one-party rule and. say. that of
Lee Kwan Yu's Singapore.
Singapore's government is
democratically  eclected,  not
appointed. The country has a
highly autonomous judiciary, and

its laws are consistent and
inflexible. These, and stringent
education policies precluding

healthy social ethics, are all parts
of an authoritarianism which
holds the welfare and interests of
its citizens highly, and not on=
which frecly abuses its powers
through unilateral interests.

2) Corruption. .
Corruption has been a

persistent problem within
mainland's Communist
bureaucracy. For the last two
decades an  official  ant-

corruption campaign has been
initiated to try to curb this
profligacy. But onc should not
expect  phenomenal results if
fundamental restructuring were
not pursued; and these include:
iy raising basic wages and
incentives to necessary levels,
and correctly allocating
compensation for government
and party officials;
i) severing  the  central
government from the Politburo
party;
iii} clearly defining aims and
policies of functional divisions;
iv) raising the national level of
education;
v) the independence of
administrative, legislative and
executive powers of government;
and
vi) identifying a political
ideology compatible with the
socio-ethics of present China.
These are colossal tasks.
The success or failure of these
measures will determine the
health of social order and
economic development essential
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to the prosperity of future China.

3) One country, two systems.
a} "Hong Kong people ruling
Hong Kong" and the confidence
crisis.

In 1982 Chira made the
3ist amendment to  her
constitution ~ warranting  the
protection of autonomy in the
special administrative zones of
Taiwan and Hong Kong.
Unfortunately, in the eyes of the
majority of Hong Kong, China
has a bad historical record in its
ability to honour its own
promises- (although this is not
quite true.) This subsequently

gave rise to the crisis of
confidence in the eighties. The
Governmental White Paper,

which was written and published
in 1984 demonstrated the wish
that Hong Kong people should
rule Hong Kong administratively
after 1997. But according to Dr.
S. K. Lau of the Research Centre
for Asian-Pacific Affairs the
following  scenarios could
potentially undermine such an
administrative government:

iy = a growing dominance,
officially or otherwise, of the
legislative counsel;

iiy  the relegation of more
significant administrative powers
to independent organizations
through a restructuring of the
administrative counsel; and

jii) the instability of functional
government organizations.

Present Hong Kong is
not experienced in goveming
itself. There will certainly be
unforeseen problems in the future;
and hopefully sound judgments
and  quick  decisions  so
characteristic of Hong Kong's
business world will continue to
guide it through the difficult
years ahead.

b} Corruption.

Corruption is mounting
to appalling levels as economic
and political interactions between
Hong Kong and the mainland
increase.  There were 1425

(To page 7...)
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B2 PERSPECTIVES

Beyond the Window
- Crificism

Chinese Written by Fiona Fung

English translated by Belinda Law

A fearful cry came from the

back lane. A second later, a
shadow flashed by and ran away.
A girl had just been robbed. Her
sobbing and crying attracted
many passers-bys' attention. The
whole crowd immediately began
to discuss what had happened.
Without any sympathy, people
cruelly criticized her:

"Why were you so
stupid as to walk alone in a back
lane?"

"Why didn't you hoid on
to your purse a little tighter so the
thief wouldn't have had the
chance to steal it?"

"You shouldn't have
brought your purse along with
you in the first place. You're just
attracting people to commit
crimes. You deserve to be
robbed.”

The girl had stopped
crying long time ago. She had
just been listening in surprise,
bitterly bearing the crowd's
blame and criticism. In the end,
she could not stand it any longer.
She furiously cried out, "What
kind of logic is this?! 1 was
robbed, and you people couldn't
even wait to tell me what my
faults and mistakes were. What
surprises me even more is the
fact that you didn't even say a
single bad word about the thief."

* * *

That day, you could not
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wait to tell me how insensible |
was, how careless 1 was, how
impulsive 1 was. 1 did not say
anything - anything at all to
defend myself. 1 just passively
bore your criticisms.

I was thinking: Why
didn't you put yourselves in my
position and try to feel my
frustration and distress?  Not
only did you not sympathize with
me or comfort me, but you
continuously spewed out my
faults.

Of course, I should also
be partly responsible for what
had happened. But I only wish
that you can understand my
feelings and hardships. Perhaps
in understanding me, you can
then slowly discover the truth of
the incident for yourselves.

* * *

in fact, what right have
we to criticize others, to verbally
attack others, and to discriminate
against other? Is it because we
are better than others, more
intelligent than others, or more
competent than others?

We are all human. In
that sense, nobody is better than
anybody; nobody is worse than
anybody. If we are all human, if
we are all the same, then why
can't we give others a bit more
tolerance and trust? Why can't
we show sympathy for others and

respect others? If we love others,
we are really loving ourselves,

because there's a little bit of
ourselves in them.
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A > People's city people build,
People's city people rule.
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(... from page 5}

reported cases of corruption in
the first half of last year alone,
which represents a 29 percent
increase compared to the same
period last year, Amongst the
prosecution was a former
Communist government official.
This is not inspiring to the
functioning of Hong Kong's legal
system, much more so in the light
of 1997. If the mainland were to
fail in the restructuring of its own
legal system, Hong Kong might
have to compromise to some
degree  its legislative and
judiciary autonomy in order to
cooperate with the mainland.
The repercussions could be
potentially unpleasant.

lll. Forecasts.

1) Tomorrow's China.
Provincialism has been
a recurring leitmotif in China's

political history. It was less than
a century ago when warlords had
their way with the country. The
resurgence of this problem has
been a grave concern fo most
Chinese. According to the
prophetic  wisdom of some
insiders, if the present central
government does not initiate
strong measures to subjugate the
mounting provincialist sentiments
now, a separatist movement not
unlike that of  post-Tito
Yugoslavia will erupt upon the
death of party leader Deng Xiao
Peng. Economic  collapse,
political disintegration and chaos

will subsequently follow. Some
prescribe a confederate United

* Provinces of China mnot unlike

that of the present United States.
Such a system would grant
considerable regional autonomy
under a central government; but
to what .degree = provincial

policies and to what degree the

central government could
respond to regional interests
remain highly dubious.  This

would be particularly relevant in
the legislative and executive
areas. Furthermore  although
such a system would likely
favour  decentralization  and
democratization, it could equally
veer into the path of regional
power struggles if a central figure
of authority is lacking. History
has shown that even the sirong
ethnic unity of the Chinese were

not invulnerable to such tides.

One can only look forward
optimistically to history not
repeating itself.

2) The future relations
between China, Hong Kong
and the United States,

The recent. Han Dong
Fang affair clearly illustrated the
differences between the political

sentiments of Hong Kong and
China. Meanwhile campaigns for
the 1995 direct elections in Hong
Kong are progressing in leaps
and bounds. It was confidently
pointed out during the Joint
Council Sessions that Hong
Kong's struggle for democracy is
not an independent event, that it
constitutes part of China's

struggle for democracy as well;

that the successful outcome of
which would have a positive
influence on China's political
transformation.

This aside, the legal
basis of U.S.-Hong Kong bi-
lateral relations will undergo
some considerable changes and
will go under
agenda after 1997. This has
certain implications on the future
of Hong Kong's trade and other
relations with the U.S. To ensure
the operation of the free market

in Hong Kong after 1997, U.S.

the Sino-U.S.

policies will probably take Hong
Kong's future into account of its
own interests. The support of the
U.S. may turn out to be vital to
Hong Kong's economic stability
and prosperity; and how this will
affect the mainland's policies
with regards to the U.S. will
depend ultimately on the function
of Hong Kong as an economic
utility.

Despite all the doubts
and fears, Hong Kong's return to
China in 1997 will almost
certainly catalyze the
democratization process forward
in the mainland. The political
and economic success of this vast
and potentially powerful country
will without doubt determine the
global destiny at least of the next
century.  Could you, fellow
student, be the needed atom in
this catalyst?

governments could follow central
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Imminent Demise?

Hong Kong is a radiant

jewel of the Orient with
unleashed investment potential
into the vast resources of China,
a political base dedicated to the
democratic cause, and a city
epitomizing wealth and endless
opportunities. 1t is all this and
more in the light of the
countdown towards 1997, what
does future hold for Hong Kong?

My summer spent in Hong
Kong left me with a picture of a
sick and tattered city.

Perhaps this is because our
generation has no goals or hopes.
Today's university students hold
an uncertain and  almost
nonchalant attitude towards their
future, plagued with fear and
ambivalence. Students now play
life by ear, taking things as they
come, and engulfing themselves
in finding the most practical way

of earning money  after
graduation.
Our generation has no

confidence nor long term plans,
The faculties of law and medicine
have many spaces available, yet
lack students to fill them. Faced
with such a lack of response,
universities are faced to recruit
overseas students. More and
more, students are forced to
choose studies which do not
require a lot of time to complete
so that they can enter the work
force as soon as humanly
possible.

Our generation lives for
today and not for tomorrow.
They believe in two philosophies;
materialism and hedonism, both
of which can throw them into a

frenzied cycle of money-making
and materialistic  satisfaction,
Their desperate search for
emotional happiness echoes their
fear of loneliness for in their eyes,
"to have had", is better than "not
to have had at all".

Our generation is caught-
up in seeking materialistic wealth.
For example, my cousin in grade
10 buys $30 brand-name pencil
cases and equally [udicrous
brand-name bags, shoes, watches,
and eye-glasses! Unfortunately
his family is not wealthy and is
forced into conspicious
consumption. In a Hong Kong
teenager's quest for acceptance,
image, and status amongst his
peers, brand-names are the first
step.  Intellectual achievement
and self-enrichment are now
considered things of the past and
enlightenment is fulfilled through
brand names.

This generation also lives
in shattered families. Due to the
high standard of living in Hong
Kong, parents must work
vigorously to get by; thus, family
interaction is hindered. For the
lucky ones, a lunch gathering
each weekend is the only chance
of communication, but for the
less fortunate, their family
environments are plagued by
arguments and divorces. Hence,
for those who cannot find warmth,
they seek relationships outside
the family; make the wrong
friends, run away, and eventually
become problemed children.

The suicide rates in this
society are increasing. Lacking
attention, goals, and having lived
in overly sheltered lives, teens
today hold a naive sense towards

society, They cannot withstand
failure and defeat, nor do they
understand that without failure,
there is no self-improvement. In
the end, they all seek the easy
way out -- suicide.

The Hong Kong social
structure is amoral and corrupt,
with movies and books filled
with pornographic and violent
implications to fulfill the lustful
and exci king d d
of the population. The rising
occurence of young girls working
in Karaoke bars as prostitutes, is
but a sad scenario reflecting the
extent to which teens will go in
achieving their pitiful
materialistic satisfactions.

Nevertheless, such extreme
biasness cannot be applied to
everyone. Hong Kong still
houses many opportunities for
talented people, yet the above-
mentioned cases are very
common presently, and must not
be disregarded.

Indeed, the psychological
premises behind the puzzling
behaviour of the people of Hong
Kong has a history. With the
coming of the communist take-
over in 1997, tensions in the lives

of Hong Kong citizens are
compounding to an almost
intolerable level. I implore

people to take another look at
Hong Kong, in the midst of her
political and social changes, and
to re-evaluate new immigrants,
for we are but by-products of an
environment filled with a history
of political - problems and
ambiguities. And as such, we are
playing out a similarly pitiful
scenario and should take care to
prevent an identical conclusion.

> B ?

Chinese Written by [J78F
English Translated by Fred Lam
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Written by Natasha Hung

T he theme of this issue’s

column
Some of them will be helpful
should you have any dealings
with loan sharks,

Die Yee Loong (A HiB

Literally, this means "Big ear
hole.”  This is what loan
sharks are called. The origin
may lie in the fact that when
you borrow from one, the
interest is so high that you will

Why the term is 'big ear hole'
and not 'big nostrils', 1 don't
know. Perhaps 'big nostrils'
are not something that are
discussed in polite society.

Dok Suey ([B7K)
In Chinese, water is symbolic

of wealth and fortune. This
term  literally means "to
borrow water." However, if

someone wants to ‘dok suey'
from you, they don't want
water, they want money.

Gow (%)

This is used to denominate
‘one hundred’; thus, 'yut gow'
is one hundred. It is used in
references to money and
literally means 'a chunk' or 'a
wad'. Back when 100 dollar
bills did not exist, $100 would
be a wad of $10's or $l's.
Someone told me that the
reason 100 is ‘'yut gow' is

because the Chinese character

is monetary terms.

have to 'pay tirough the nose',

- B TR B ST A
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Comtemporary

hinese

S/dﬂg

for 'hundred' is kind of bulky
looking - you decide.

Peet (#0)

Moving along, 'peet’ is used to
denominate 'a thousand'. The
'peet' is a distinctive stroke in

the composition of the
Chinese character for
'thousand’.
Hoe ()

This term is also used to refer
to 'a thousand. It's actual
meaning is ‘a dime'. This term
originates from the fact that
when loan sharks negotiate,
they often do so in seedy
restaurants or in parks where
the local authorities may be
posing as decrepit old men.
Thus, they don't want their
dealings to be discovered and
so they use cryptic terms like
'dime' instead of ‘thousand"
But it's no longer cryptic
because now everybody knows.

Lup (£)

If you ever need to borrow
$10000, they say "Die yee
loong, dok suey, dok yut lup.

Thank you." “Lup" means
dice but 1 don't know why it
also means $10000.

Sun Sa (7))

Literally, this means ‘holy
sand’ and refers to loose
change. Perhaps it is a

shortening of "Holy, look, I'm
so poor that I've only got a
pocket full of change that will
slip away like sand." Thus,
"holy sand”.
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English Written by
Carol Lee

Chinese Translated by
Kenneth Wong

O nly another four years

and it will be 1997. To most of
us, 1997 is nothing special. But
to people in or from Hong Kong,
it is a very critical year. It is the
year that the lease of Hong Kong
from China to England will
expire, and Hong Kong will be
under China's rule henceforth.
So far, we have viewed various
opinions and points of view about
the situation from various media,
but most of them are from people
who -are directly involved or
affected by the process. So it
will be interesting to learn what
other people, people who are not
directly invloved or affected by
the process, think about the
situation.

P: Perspectives

JO: Julia Anne O'Neill,
Ontario

TD: Theresa Lynn Duncan, 19, fr.
Saskatchewan

19, fr.

JG: Jaskinan Gahunia, 19, fr.
Kitimat

SF; Sandy Fung, 17, fr
Vancouver

MT: Melvin Tsen, 19, fr. Brunei
HT: Haruka Tsuji, 21, fr. Japan
KD: Karen DePaoli,
Penticton

YJ: Youn Jung, 20, fr. Korea
GJ: Grace Jung, 20, fr. Korea

P: What is HK 1997 ?
10: Hong Kong is going back to
China.

19, fr.

Their Eyes
fth
,{3

i
rh
H

P: How is it affecting HK
people?

JO: People are leaving and
everybody is running away from
the problem. They want freedom.
MT: People are leaving (coming
to Canada, particularly). People
just want to invest in another
place, for they don't feel safe.
KD: It is quite stressful and
suffocating for them. They're
really desperate to try to escape.
GJ: They should face it instead of
running away. It's not fair for
poor people because they can't go
anywhere.... 1f HK people are
more united, they really can make
a big difference.

P: Is it a good thing for HK to
be returned to China?

TD: Hong Kong's economy will
be greatly influenced. I'm not for
communism.

JG: Can't really say. | don't like
British rule, nor Communist
China.

SF: Kind of good. But people
will have to adapt. Communisin
and democracy are on two ends
of the scale.

HT: HK should be independent,
and not be "retruned” to any
country. HK people should be
responsible for their own land's
future.

YJ: Not really. I don't think HK
people like to be under the reign
of Chinese government.

GJ: Itll be good in the long run.
HK can help China to get richer.
...But language will be a problem.

R

English Translated by
Josephine Kwan
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I like having my hair short;

even though I have often been

mistaken as a guy, I don't regret it.

[ like the refreshing feelings
associated ~ with
However, more importantly, I
would resent being a typical
"long-haired girls" in order to
please the opposite sex, who can
then show off his girlfriend's
femininity as a prize. Yes, I am
me and I have no regrets.

I would spend my
Christmas, St. Valentine's Day, or
even my birthday alone, rather
than join them, those corrupted
women, whose main goal is to
find a "lover" who wears
expensive clothes, drives
expensive cars, spends money
extravagantly and bums around
all the time. 1 don't mind going
to cinemas, malls, or music
concerts by myself, but 1 will
never want to dine with a good-
looking, nicely-built guy with
whom I can't communicate. Sure
1 am me and I have no regrets.

if 1 really want to, T can

short  hair.

TS

run on the track, play on the
soccer team and speed down the
highway like any other guy, 1am
not trying to prove that I am
tougher than guys, [ am just
doing whatever 1 want to do. 1
don't agree that my behaviour is
indelicate just as 1 disagree that
sitting quietly and behaving shyly
means modesty. You can think
of me as tom-boy, but 1 will
never stop what 1 love doing and
change my aititude under the
pressure of society.  Society
cannot judges me on its
predisposed standards! No way!
I am me and I have no regrets.

To tell the truth, [ am
not an advocate of equality
between sexes; 1 think that men
are stronger than women, What |
am deeply convinced of is that

women's umqueness and
attractiveness can't really be

identified by their clothes, make-
up or coyness. Women are not
just dolls with pretty faces. We
do have respectable personalities
and temperaments.  Although
what | believe may not be what
everyone else believes, I am still
me, and | have not regrets.
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political situation and dim future
in.Hong Kong, public sentiment
is rapidly becoming uneasy. In
an attefpt to revive some sense
of _confidence, people are
searching for some method to
decipher what the future has in
store.

As a result, there is a
increasingly popular
phenomenon in  Hong Kong:
Divine advising and geomancy.
Even those who used to comment
that such things were
"unscientific” and “superstitious”,
such as the younger, more
educated people, have changed
their view to literally "better
believe it to be true than not".
After the Lan Kwai Fong
disaster! and the Kowloon-
Canton Railway's TV advertising
incident4, media attention has
been focused upon these so
called "supernaturals". Some
secular Buddhist devotees and
Buddhist monks have gone so far
as to come out to demonstrate
their mystic power and explain
certain peculiar phenomena.

Can this phenomena
really comfort us and direct us
down the right path, or are they
simply remmants of a past,
superstitious attitude? Moreover,
are there any tricks that lie
behind the phenomenon of divine
advising and geomancy?

Behind  fortune-telling,
the basic principle is that destiny
exists for every person. Destiny
refers to an uncontrollable force
that governs our lives. In other
words, we, as mortals, are limited
to what is destined and have
relatively little control of fate.
Fortune-telling is an age-old and
enigmatic technique where one
can detect and grasp human fate.
On one hand, it fulfills our
curiosity about our fate. On the
other, it provides a map to our
increasingly demanding lives.

Since there is no way of
using science to unlock the
mystery of destiny, we are forced
to use the concept of metaphysics.
Metaphysics is the theoretical
philosophy of existence and
knowledge. In otherwords, it is a
category for ideas and concepts
that bewilders us so much, we
choose not to grapple with it
One such Chinese metaphysical
theory states that people with
muscular noses are destined to be
rich, Apart from the fact that
there is absolutely no scientific
evidence to prove this, there is
also the question of how to
determine whether a nose is
muscular or flabby. Although
this is merely a subjective view
and seldomly accepted, there has
been centuries and eons of data
that all seem to suggest that rich
men had muscular noses.

Regardless, many

that age. Especially since that is
the age when most of us develop
some cognitive memory, it makes
the "illness" seem much more
serious than it originally was.
Now when the fortune-teller
recounts this “"fact" to you, you
automatically recall that you did
have an illness when you were
around five or six. By now, even
the most skeptical person would
believe that this fortune-teller is
truly  amazing. Moreover,
fortune-tellers tend to make a lot
of ambigious predictions. Among
the many predictions, it is not
ususual for some to come true,
and these “predictions” simply
serve to further the belief in the
fortune-teller. Now if two out of
a hundred “predictions” come
true, then these two
"premonitions”  are  widely
publicized and more people
begin to believe this "soothsayer".
To switch gears
somewhat, there is also the
metaphysical study of astrology.
Scholars have examined the use
of astrology to support theories
of fate and have concluded that
none of these theories are well
proven. Nonetheless, there are
many adamant believers in
astrology who put forth several
arguments regarding the validity
of their beliefs. Following are
eight arguments. Scholar's
comments are in parenthesis.
1. Astrology has great antiquity
and durability. (So has murder.)
2. Astrology is found in many
cultures. (So is belief in a flat
earth.)
3. Many great scholars have
believed in it. (Many others have

not.)
4. Astrology is based on
observation. (Its complexity

defies observation.)

3. Astrology has been proved by
research. (Not true.)
6. Non-astrologers
qualified to judge.
judge murder?)

7. Astrology is not science but
art/ philosophy. (Not a reason
for belief.)

8. Astrology works. (The
evidence suggests otherwise.)

The hope to learn about
our fate is a common will.
However, as Dr. In-Sing Leung
from Regent Coilege (UBC
campus) believes, there are two
things to consider. First, why not
use the energy that we expend to
explore fate to better ourselves.
Regardless of whether fate exists
or not, we should always be
inclined to march ahead, full of
confidence and courage. Since
we are not empowered to grasp

are  not
(So who

the future, then shouldn't
astrological fortune-telling be
only accomplished by

supemnatural entities? Thus, who
exactly are we appealing to when
we ask for answers to future

Chinese people still believe in the
theory of fate because it is the
easiest way to rationalize the
mindboggling randomness and
chaos that we exist in.
Furthermore, ambiguity and the
power of suggestion also play a
role. For example, when some
fortune-teller initially meets you,
he may state that you had a
serious iliness when you were

"Perhaps there're still
many secrets in the Universe and
human Jife which we don't know.
We have to hold an open mind
and search for it. But, remember,
do not accept any metaphysical
theories at face value. The
harmony of the Universe is not
easily accessible. It also cannot
be confrolled by one or two
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Univérse can only be pursued
through  objective  methods.
Life's difficulty must be faced
with hopes and sincere hearts.
The original Universe and life is

dignified. It cannot be treated
harshly.“4

Notes:

1. Lan Kwai Fong: a street in
Central district, Hong Kong

where 21 people died in a freak
accident during a New Year's eve
stampede of revellers.
Afterwards, people began talking
of something ominous about the
street area where this occured.

2. KCR _incident: a TV
advertisement for  Kowloon-
Canton Railway with children in
it. The rumour was that people
were seeing blood coming from
the children's mouths or they
were bleeding in the
advertisement when the ad was

broadcasted on TV.  Another
rumour  circulated that the
children had all died under

mysterious circumstances after
the TV ad was finished.

3.  Geoffrey Dean, Does
Astrology Need to Be True?, The
hundredth Monkey, ed. Kendrick
Frazier (New York: Prometheus
Books, 1991.)

4. In-Sing Leung, Reflection on

Mystery of the Unjverse, ccM,
1992.
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Believe It or Not?

ZO[{EHET"?

Chinese Written by Phyllis Kwan

English Translated by David Lai

sk
)
B SRR - AGE
BBTE » MRk — T
TR » SABHRE — 0 -
TE|—BHLRR -

FRGL + AR B W —
L R TRk, - T
RS, WRREAEERT
- BELERSELRE T THS
1~ TIRIE, WA PIINER—
BRAHD TSP IEB L
®o o TEAEEY - TR
B, W00 - BERHL RO
UESEEE?  REAER
WERENBAHSOES &
R AI— T e — e ([, - T
KET, B4 TESHH, - &
WAL - BRRAE -

JEIE IR B A 5 LIE 248
Adis + 153 A— BRI AR 7
MRS TR LE
BREME ? BRI o
BB

E NG R B

5 REEHLEE  MbET
—HBHE - ARIEES « (bfd
AR T« i A IR DL B B
T AR -
SRR E SRR LR A8

FA LAY i B B ARGYER IR -
1 —5E2 MERAENE
Ff © LU g sein g R E 0y
I (A ¢

1. BB R TR EAR
e (BREME—-)

2. BARBLE R IR S SULAERR - (
RE3AGIIBEHREF - )
3. S EAMBRCIAEHE -
(AR HABEETEE - )
4. RIRBENEE - (ERBHE
P EHLUET - )

5. EHBCHMRIERENRE
e UREBREHE )

6. ITHF AR E AT - GER
C EHEREIRRE?)
7. AR RIS o TRATER -
(RAETE—EAMAEERNER
ZS] '

EARBRY B YA D AR
HERBERS - 5IBRIAZKLC -
ik FEAERR-LTER
TS TI . AU -

2. W EEHRE - — B NEB B
BB 2 RMERI TR
FIEL - RAARIEEEERE
& BRI - RETH

3.Geof frey Dean "Does
Astrology Need to Be
True?” The Hundredth
Honkey, ed. Kendrick
Frazier (New York:
Prometheus Books, 1991.)

4. BFW : (BRFEHEEZH) (
thig > 1002) ——BFEFEEE
SFBEh S




@

/fl N R TEEES

FERERTE - RRESREEmS
PR SRALTE 7 S REER
eI R A ? LIRIERE]
TRIERAMHEERE - - - o .

HTH - REHETEREE
{RAYHRE -

HEIRMIEEEAT - (RETFRE
R T A REENRE -
(RERAEREANT - R
IR ER RN EREA -

"R (R gEaR  £%
5B THEE - Ja9REN
FIEC B SRR AT & (X5
A3k 2 BRI SR R
gt e d=Eans

REMBEFEERERET
ERMUSES - RREZ R
THEEHBRENER?

EREEAEEDAREZ
HEE > L EETREGTERT—
B2 EE - IMERRAEE
A LB - thREHHER
B ERRERTE B TEkR
£, HIEER -

RIANENB— ALESE
B {HREEm I EnRES
EREAIRS -

BAEHNESTE  BIELR
HIEREEE - EE AR RN
b MEEFE RO
%7

i FRERERED
=M DSBS -
R REMTEHETRYE
ERRER TR SN -

FT AU SRANHEK
WERT i EEEEg - B
TR a7 -

PR F + BT LT
HEEHE‘."”" a

* * *

MRS I TR -
HRERRIIEE -

BT SER -

#ANENEERER——H

MBI RE B RS RERLY

HYHI: - F7ERTERYIR LR

il B R KT IE — (EERER R R R
ARTE S A SR

5 RTER 7 R R
BT - EEWER - SRR
B H TR HRUBECH
AT — R IR A 2

SE@RAT - BEUHED

THER EFE AL LHTBHE -

it T - HEUSRT
P RIRELERRE T - BARER
WA - B LAEE TN RS ?
RE | WAELARK
%8 RO TR S TIEENS
HEE-

SHIFE - BRI AR
F o PR BREKENHEEGER
 F AR EE SRR |

% * %

T EEARLE  REFTE
HEY - EE REARIERS
i - RE YIRS NG
ﬁﬁ{]wﬁ?...n. °

18 PERSPECTIVES _

Page 11

You once said, "Can merely

being apart instill such distance
in a three-year relationship? Do
you find yourself without time to
even think about me? You were
never so cold and distant.”

| regret | do not intend to
respond to that.

Whether you realize it or not,
you yourself have revealed a
sense of distance in your speech.
It appears that you know me only
as the carefree and unreserved
person | used to be. You don't
reafize that emotionally, | have
matured and developed during
the period we were apart. How
can you confine yourself to your
own psychological world, so far
removed and isolated from reality?
Instead of blaming me for
reneging on our promises to each
other, shouldn't you be blaming

yourself for not facing the
realities of growing up?

Our conversations  have
become increasingly less
meaningful.  Furthermore, we
have  almost ceased {0

communicate on the same level
emotionally. Even if you don't

e
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e

Chinese Written by
Dewberry
English Translated by
- Helena Shun

mind the emotional disparity
between us, our relationship will
unavoidably be reduced to those
which are not meant to be serious
and eternal.

I don't mind spending time
alone at the seashore but | really
don't enjoy the silence and
foneliness  there. There is

vivacity and potential within us.

Why don't we concentrate and
focus that energy into more
productive and  meaningful
endeavours? Why refuse to let
go of a relationship from which
love has dissipated?

You may think that I am
merely searching for an excuse to
disguise the “fact” that 1 no

longer treasure our relationship.

But, I really do not think there is
any wrong on my part. I can
neither deny nor refuse to
acknowledge my own feelings.

Time and circumstances
have diluted the love and
intimacy between us. Even if we
try to revive it, it can never be the
same as before. The passion that
used to be there will only be a
memory that can never be
recaptured.

Even if we are riot together;

we can still rémziin good friends...
* * *

Even if you do not answer
that question, I can almost predict
the answer. Presumably, you.will
say that you have changed and
you no longer have the same
feelings for our relationship. 1|
expected this as soon as you
embarked on your quest for a
deeper level of self-discovery and
soul-searching. Your goals and
aspirations are no longer the
same.

Everyone's  values  are
continuously changing. The only
difference is the degree and rate
of change. Undeniably, your
values have changed. But do you
really believe that in just one
short year, you have evolved into
a totally different person?

No maiter how you describe
it, a breakup is still a breakup.
Nothing can possibly alleviate
the trauma which inevitably
follows. A romance has been
abruptly truncated, a dream has
been shattered beyond repair.
Can two people who have shared
so much together continue to be
friends?

Some people can answer that
with an unqualified "Yes". They
can make such a seemingly far-
fetched  phenomena  appear
possible. However, I can't share
those feelings. Perhaps it is my
illiberated way of perceiving the
situation. All the reflections of
the times we spent together, the
image of you, the look in your
eyes, the imemories of both
happiness and sorrow, the
intimacy we shared,..I cannot
possibly pretend none of it
happened.

* * *

It is best not to look back
upon past experiences. One day,
we will wake to the realization
that these feelings are but a small
segment in the story of our lives.
They will remain deeply buried
in a special place in our hearts,
unless and until we uncover and
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I n ancient Chinese history, an

emperor named Chu was once
trapped in an ambush by his
opponent, Han. His troops
deserted him and only his horse
and concubine remained loyal
and stayed with him.  The
concubine Yu, after serving Chu
wine and performing a sword
dance, committed suicide. She
did this to prove her loyalty to
Emperor Chu; the loyalty which
began from cradle to grave.
"Farewell to My Concubine”
originated from this story.

"Farewell to My
Concubine" has recently been
made into a movie. It describes
the lives of two actors in a Peking
Opera. Duan Xiaolou plays the
role of Emperor Chu and Cheng
Dieyi is Concubine Yu. During
the turbulent years of the cultural
revolution, as Duan was being
criticized and repudiated, only
his wife Juxian and his partner
Cheng remained loyal. But in
order to protect himself against
criticism, he told people that he
did not love Juxian anymore,
because she used to be a
prostitute. He also told people
that Cheng was a traitor and had
betrayed China  when he
performed for the Japanese
during their occupation. Duan
also disclosed Cheng's
extraordinary relationship with
Master Yuen, a senior official.
On the other hand, Cheng was
loyal towards the Peking opera
and Duan. This loyalty, similarly,
also began from the cradle and
ended in the grave.

When Cheng was still a
child, he joined a Peking Opera
troupe.  Since there wete no
actresses in Peking Opera, Cheng
played ihe female lead. At the
time, because of his confusion, he
insisted on saying "l am by
nature a boy”". This torturous

Farewell to My Concubine
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existence led him to attempt
escape from the troupe. However,
his desire to play the leading role
caused him to return to the troupe,
where he was severly beaten and
scolded, He eventually earned
the role of leading lady in the
opera.

Through his years of
acting, Cheng had always wanted
to spread the art of Peking Opera
to Japan. Even with the influx of
socialism, he refused to change
even the slightest characteristic
of the Opera. He sincerely
believed that the Peking Opera
could not exist as a socialist
Peking Opera, because this art
had to be colourful and exciting.
On the other hand, Socialist

«influence would only allow black,

white and grey to debase an
otherwise fascinating art form.

In history, we saw how
Emperor Chu was overthrown
and only Concubine Yu remained
loyal to him. Likewise, in the
movie, Duan betrayed himself
and the Peking Opera, whereas
Cheng remained loyal to the art
and Duan.

Before the Cultural
Revolution, Duan and Cheng
were celebrities and were popular
everywhere. During the Cultural
Revolution, they were treated as
wicked  spirits. Only in
celebration of the Peking Opera
Bicentennial Year was "Farewell
to My Concubine" chosen as the
main programme.

Although "Farewell to
My Concubine” has never been
put on stage, have we been
playing some of the roles?
Maybe some of us are like Yu,
who remained loyal at the hands
of adversity. Or are we more like
Chu, who betrays himself and his
cause? Whichever it is, it is
important to weigh the principle
and the fosses.
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A Remarkable Experience

L ife is mysterious.

Consider when a sperm
fuses with an egg and develops
into an embryo. The embryo will
then be carried and nourished in
the womb while developing into
a fetus before birth. The fetus
will be born and as time goes by,
it will become a grown man.
Everyone has a soul and each
soul has its own individual life
force. Therefore, if you die, you
not only lose your soui but also
lose your life force.

Therefore life is precious.

If one has a cruel and
terminal disease , one's only
concern is survival. Imagine how
grateful one will be to know that
recovery is possible. This is
what happened to young Liza and
young Gordon. Young Liza has
passed away and young Gordon
Wu is slowly recovering from his
illness.

A physician who works for
Red Cross declared that fifteen
thousand blood samples were
collected in the search for a bone
marrow donor to rescue little
Gordon in 1991. However, only
the few participants whose blood
sample showed their bone

marrow to be compatible withe
Gordon's would be asked to be
donors. Moreover, some
participants  tested as being
suitable bone marrow donors for
other needy patients. However,
some of these people lost their
courage to donate. While these
patients had been holding out for
some hope of recovery, this now
gave way to hopeless grief.

How does a person feel

when they save someone's life?

Well, one donor said that she was
very happy and felt that she had
done the right thing. Her joy was

ineffable and unquestionable.
Her husband described the
experience of bone marrow

donation as unequalled. Atter we
interviewed this couple, we think
that we would be jubilant if we
saved someone's life.

{Note: A group of students
from UBC and other enthusiasts
are organizing a long-term
project regarding bone marrow
donation with the Red Cross.
The aim of the project is to get
almost every nation involved in
the project. Therefore, every bit
of support will definitely be
helpful and meaningful to those
people who have any kind of
anemia.)

Chinese Written by Anthony Yeung

English Translated by Katherine Cheng

5L« B AR W A — SN T
AEEY - W RCERREE TEWAL
AR FARAINENG - PR R
Iz LAY - - TR iR Bk
— AR FRERA -
FE{E AR, W0 L
AT -~ SRR o BRI - 8
AR - R
R O] S I L A el ]
lhl o
AR

A - B IE R

o BB BEHON TR

=1 B RN ET - R
FBE RGO N - i AR
S8 RASEAT TR - K
e 1A% 4+ LUREAT R RGE R
e - RGBT - MULESERE -
A+ ARt —E "
Ty - BTSRRI ?

- RIRANERE-

ANBESS AR T - /NEPE
JRERIEIEAT I HIE - R
F7 S

IR SRS - IR

T T4 s MARERE - [
SEG/NFEHRR R TR
BT FREEEMOEG -

fE (e A AL+ RS
(B TR AT h—8 TR
NEPIE  RBEIRE R B EE AR
HT—BAT RIS - B8589
BiEEE S ERRRA VR
T A\TERR B BB
AW TRERRERRE - RATERE
—HAEFERE R - ERERUOUR
W - RIPAME » BEHLE
SRS R R LT -
EE AR -

PR — Ay R R B
HIE 7 RHA IR © TR -
5 TRBECHET -, RNE
O - AAHUE - TERER -
fHGERRR - T —REERTN
el - MELALL 1, HPHET - R
FRSAWIEY + BOATERRAEAR - Ay
BT -

CHERE : —RESIFF A4
SR A LB AT » TER T
FEalE - TR AN
W - eAIEASHE » ASRRL
- HE AR RIR E HAMREA

& - BN - B RHR
BN RIFBEAEEREE )

Horos

I have talked about Virgo and

Libra in the last issue. Let me
continue on and talk about the
next signs of the Zodiac - Scorpio
and Sagittarius.

Scorpio (Oct 24 - Nov 22)

Scorpio people are
intensively  emotional and
ambitious. You will work

extremely hard to achieve your
goals. Nothing seems to be an
obstacle for you. You know what
you want and will not allow
anything or anyone to stand in
your way. You have a very
strong willpower, self-discipline
and self-reliance. No one can
change your plans or opinions
once you made the decision.
Most of the time, you tend not to
trust or rely on your freinds.

You demand much of
yourself and expect the same
from other people. Too much
emotional intensity and jealousy
may tear you into pieces. You
will most unlikely to forgive
someone who deceives you.

Occupations that invlove
danger, challenge or excitement
will be very suitable for you.

These  occupations  include
astronomer, geologist,
archeologist, surgeon, private
investigator, inventor, dam-

builder, miner, industrial, co-

Sagittarius (Nov 23 - Dec 21)

Most Sagittarius people are
independent, intelligent,
enthusiastic, over-confident, open
and candid. You enjoy doing
sports because you love freedom.
You cannot tolerate anyone who
restricts your plans, thoughts or
activities. You are fair, generous
and honest. You cannot endure
other people who deceive you in
any manner. Your actions or
speech will never be ambiguous
because you like to come straight
to the point. Also, you like to do
things  quickly. You are
optimistic with a hopeful look on
life.

ordinator and athlete .

You may have a broken
marriage because you will not
devote yourse!f to your husband
or wife. Some of you may even
decide not to get married at all
because you refuse to give up
your freedom. You will have a
happy and long-lasting marriage
with a right person, but you will

Jhave a lot of troubles with your

husband or wife who is jealous
and possessive.
Occupations like fr

1.

photographer, journalist, tour
guide, steward or airline hostess,
pilot, asironomer or explorer, will
be in fune with the natvre and
qualities of Sagittarius.

Chinese Written by
Katherine Cheng

English Translated by
Katherine Cheng
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Chinese Written by fIAH
English Translated by
Victor Pang

T he following is the first of

a series of five articies on
fortune-tefling using the art of
palmistry. We will illustrate how
one's personality, future wealth,
and career path can be revealed
through the examination of one's
palm. This current issue will
introduce how palmistry can tell
us about love and relationship.
We are still at a relatively
early part of the academic year.
Many first or second year
students are probably still
adjusting to the new environment.
A fresh environment means new
faces, many of which may
become future friends. But what
about that special someone in
your life? Will that future
“significant other" be amongst
the friends you may know this
year? What about today? Or
tomorrow? May the fascinating
art of palmistry guide your way.
Notice the six mounts, A,
B, C, D, E, & F, on your palm as
indicated in Figure 1; each of
these symbolizes a different
situation or scenario. The mount
on your palm that is most fleshy
and developed determines the
place and circumstance in which
you will meet your prospect lover.
A.  Hefshe is an acquaintance
of your friend. You will meet
him/her at your friend's house or
while going out with your friend.
B. You will find him/her at
places that are associated with
sports. e.g. A sports field or
court, sporis arena, gymnasium,
etc.
C.  He/she will show histher
admiration to you at a restaurant,
coffee shop or cafeteria.
D.  He/she will be sitting next

Reading
- Love

to you while travelling on a plane
or a bus.

E.  You will spot your lover-
to-be at a mall, a museum, a zoo,
or an exhibition.

F. He/she will be introduced
to you through your family
members or relatives.

An examination of other
features on your palm as
indicated in Figure 2 will also
reveal your personality as
pertaining  to love  and
relationship.

A fleshy developed Mount
of Venus signifies a person of
strong  passion. He/she is
optimistic, energetic and
compassionate, and often attracts
the opposite sex.

A person whose Heart line
is longer and more defined than
the Head line is highly passionate.
He/she falls in love easily, often
without reasons. A Heart line
that curves downward without

touching  the Head line
symbolizes  unrestrained  and
undisciplined love. A person

with a dipping Head line has the
inclination to fancy about love.
The gap between the Head line
and the Mount of Venus shows
one's romantic nature; a smaller
gap means a more romantic
person.

A soft thumb that is
capable of bending backwards
symbolizes a gullible person who
easily falls into love traps. If one
finds a Line of Marriage (C in
Figure 2), he/she will often have
his/her love wishes come true.
The love of a person having a
Ring of Venus (D in Figure 2) is
very unpredictable. He/she is
often a sensitive soul who falls in
love easily.

All the above mentioned

features are characteristics of
people who are prose to love and
be loved. Small and non-fleshy
Mount of Venus, or a straight and
flat Heart fine, or a Heart line
shorter and less defined than a
Head line, or a large stiff thumb
are qualities that suggest few
opportunities to a loving
relationship. One's inclination to
loving relationships is
determined by the relative degree
and strength of the above
mentioned qualities.

However, success is not
guaranteed by following the
above analysis, and you should
treat merely as a reference source.

If you have good personal
qualities but still cannot find a
lover, perhaps palmistry can
unravel the reasons to you.

1) If you have long fingers and a
small palm:

You set your standard too high.
Be realistic!

2) If you have short fingers and a
small palm:

You lack confidence in yourself.
You ought to build up some
courage.

3) If you have a large and fleshy
palm:

Your behaviour may be too
casual and carefree. Pay more
attention to your appearance and
demeanor.

4) If you have short fingers and a
large palm:

You worry too much. Must learn
to be more optimistic and open
minded.

Though love and
relationship deserves much of our
attention, it is still only one
aspect of our being. Much of
love is decided by fate and we
should thus take a light-hearted
attitude towards it. Good Luck
on finding your soul mate!

SRR



October 93

B2 PERSPECTIVES

2

g R

PN BICRARLBES

B THEE : ERicE—EHNT
AEBEIN—FRBERRR
FFR SRR - HE
(REUBCHI—R T+ frEBLETE
BREehrRY - BIE - SRR
AK BRI MEEAMIRRE (
KERREE) —EEE !

Trekkers

—HS RS - 2R
AR E SRR RN — T
B - KT - THEE——REL
FREATAIEEN

—% » FHWEE

Trekkers ERT —HEEENT

English Written by Winston Lo
Chinese Translated by Yvonne Chan

-

? ) LEAF mumm
LUNCHEON SMORGASBORD

Unique Traditional Chinese
Cooking on Campus

$@

2140 Western Parkway
University Villoge
Tel: 228-9114

10% DISCOUNT

on cash plek-vp orders

LICENSED PREMISES

[ ==

8 - BB gpnes
B RRERE L TR, fRE
hET - At - SERE
Trekkers BIBUEIEHEE - i3
RE L EBCETEA (SRS - T H
HHEE R R AT B E
BEF - ERTERBRMAMR L
B - TR R LR AR
HRSIHE - )

COBE - RIERET -@
4B TRABAE, WHA - (%
EYHEERTHBRE - HRTFEE
FFHYSRIHUNNE HEER - SEERAYEERE
C B E RN BRAT i
P HELOR - T BT R
REER chicken fajita -]
Z fajita REERARHEER
RO - SERI RS
& EGERE R - Fid -
BRI S8 A TR 8
EYMERESNER -

R

IZ@ R

1

Faasnann

i

e Vo G S S e S

chels

% - RIFTEE T M SERUIYEA R
R FInyag !

#1{§ - Trekkers 5t UBC
UREGRAY— R RAT - SRS
» (HHGE A T LRk E
L ER MR R R IR
A5A - A AHF Trekkers
AR SRR -

KA

Sub Cafeteria
—EARBRRES WX
REACRBLIT - THEFEE00
ANRYIERL - AT IR (T §8
I - SLETE {- nYmpE] (g
oo ERREWEMIFRD
HESKLIBL - (A SUB SRS
FRERERITMY Y » GTEEIET
7 MR - BIHE - PR
HARY - EATES) - =3CHAM
""‘ﬁ‘"ﬂ!é@&%fﬂ‘u’.’iﬂﬁhﬂiﬁ# °
A TR

[V & 6

AT RE— (Y - TR - R
B HEBE 77 -

el ~(F SUB A9%% -
ety — (R R (5805
CHAGRRIAS SUBRH G
Bt CIER, - SRR
REGE LRI « BHER A%
Mg -

HIE SUB LR A e
P~ R » 1K « IR
HESIE R R9] - T SUB
R BRI UBC 1P
Hell) - G 2 16 AN Pyt
Wl -

The Pit Pub

Pit Pub Z{ifY Sub IR
(SR - R ST I8 LM
A UEME AR ST - HER Pit
Pub Py AR - (AR
Zih - SR ek R AT

@ampus Lunc

D id somebody say eating

lunch on campus?

That's right.  Eating
lunch on campus. No matter who
you are, what you study, or where
you go, sooner or later you will
be obliged to eat the food
provided in UBC. So here is a
little tour guide of the different
array of food services available
within UBC.

TREKKERS

A restaurant with the
90's look, and the 90's price. Itis
by far the most expensive outlet
on campus. However, it is the
only place with free (read no tips)
full service and a full menu. One
day, my friend and I sat down
and had a full course meal for
lunch, First, we ordered some
drinks to stimulate our appetite.
Then we ordered from a
grandmotherly  type  waitress
(much to my displeasure, if you
know what | mean). The
atmosphere was quite pleasing,
with floral decorations all around
as well as a beautiful view of the
happenings outside. When the
food arrived to our table, we
were wowed by their presentation,
as the dishes actually looked like
someone in the kitchen arranged
them.

My friend had the Blue
Plate Special - coconut chicken
in a peanut curry sauce with
vegetable and rice - a very fancy
name for curry chicken on rice.
From the hardness of the rice we
can tell that the “"Special® has
been sitting in the kitchen for
quite some time. I had my
favorite, chicken fajita. However,
be warned that it has a lot more
vegetable than chicken. Though
a little expensive, the food served
was actually tasty! A fact that |
found hard to believe, as UBC
and tasty food has always been

known as an oxymoron. After
the main course, we ordered
desserts and coffee to top off a
satisfying, but expensive, funch.

I would rank this as the
cleanest food outlet in the whole
campus. However, the price can
sometimes be a little high for my
taste. The quality o. the food is
above average.

Moreover, there is one
thing that only Trekkers can
claim -- that is to have its smiling
service.

THE SUB CAFETERIA

Known affectionately by
the name of SUB, it is the busiest
food outlet on campus during any
lunch hour. Although there is
seating for over 900 students,
people are often expected to wait
in line for ten minutes (the time |
need to finish a tuna salad
sandwich with avocado) before
they can pay for their food. But
if one is looking for variety, the
SUB cafeteria is definately the
place to find it, with exotic foods
such as Italian, Mexican, Chinese,
Japanese, deli, bakery, omelets,
and salad bar. The price is pretty
standard, and you can expect to
be paying at least $6.00 for a
decent meal. Unfortunately, the
quality sometimes doesn't match
up to its price.

This is the place where 1
usually have my lunch. Part of
the reason is the price is
reasonable, the other part is there
is an abundance of “jang choi”
walking around  ("jang choi"
literally means “"good veggies";
its connotation is "pretty girls").
It certainly is a pleasure to sit
around with my friends and enjoy
these rare species walking by.

I would say the SUB is
the most popular food outlet on
campus. One can choose a
different food on each day of the
week. The "must tries” are the
UBC-made  cinnamon  buns,
cream of cauliflower soup, and
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the best meat pie with fries that
you can get for any price.

THE PIT PUB

Located at the lower
floor of the S.U.B., the Pit is a
forbidden place to go for minors.
For those allowed to enter,
welcome to grease city! The only
food this place offers without a
pound of lard is the tossed salad,
and even then, the dressing is
quite fat too. 1f you don't mind
or even like the grease, then you
will definately fit in with all the
beer-belly-sporting people
will definately fit in with all the
beer-belly-sporting people watch-
ing whatever sports event there is
on their giant-screen TV. The
atmosphere is very relaxing. In
here, nobody .cares about what
you do, what you say, or what
you want. The only thing they
class. The price of the food is
actually quite cheap compared to
other places. For a couple of
bucks you can get a juicy, grilled
burger in five minutes.

Some of the "must tries"
are the mushroom burgers on
Thursday, and the nachos with a
bunch of dipping sauce dumped
on it. To me, this is definitely the
place to come to after a long
morning of classes.

Well here you have it!

Although this is not all that there
is to eat on campus, these are by
far the more common places to
enjoy lunch with your friends.
So, no matter where you choose
to eat, do try some of the food
that [ have suggested. I'd be
willing to bet that you surely will
not be disappointed.
(Note from an editor: Pit Pub
might have the lowest price for
burgers and drinks; however, the
UBC hospital's cafeteria offers
similarly low price food with no
tax charged on top of it.)

.




Page 16
wal

I\ TP

ARV ALY R

(o o

) Perspectives
Staff List

Editorial Board: Wayne Fong, Wendy
Lee, Phyllis Kwan, Stephen Chiu, Angie
Lo. Treasurer: Kenneth Wong. Design
and Layout Team: Sunny Lee, Antony
Sit, Benny Lo, Vincent Mak, Christine
Chan. Advertising Team: Smith Cheung,
Kenny Chiang. Translators: Jason Wat.
Proof-Reading Team: Andrew Loo.
Marketing and Distributing Team:
Lawrence Kwong, Lawrence Tam.
Photographers: Timothy Lo. Advisors:
Dennis Chung, Ricky Cheung.
Achnowlagement: Yvonne Yung, Fiona
Fung, Patrick Cheng, Edmond Chiu,
Michelle Leung, Victor Tang, Eric Yuen,
Ivor Ting, Elaine She, Serena Lee,
Ingrid Hau, Ada Chui, Connie Cheung,
Beairice Law, Beatrice Lai, Gary Chan,
Edmund Lo, Colman Lee, Louisa Luk,
leanne Yu, Victor Pang, Kenneth Wong,
Apollo Yip, Wendy Cheng, Helena
Shum, David Lai, Katherine Cheng,
Josephine Kwan, Bonnie Soo, Belinda
Law, Fred Lam, Yvonne Chan, Natasha
Hung, Alex Lo, Shirley Chan, Keivin
Yeung.

LAY AL AL AV AV A

\/'\\/'\\/'\%'\\/'\\w

BE PERSPECTIVES

'

Our mailing address is:

Box 188, 6138 SUB Blvd., UBC, Vancouver, BC, V6T 2AS5
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DOREMI KARAOKE BOX

LATEST JAPANESE STYLE KARAOKE

BT H 2 RHI0K

* 16 VIP Rooms
* Over 10,000 Songs

including English, Cantonese, Mandarin,
Taiwanese, Japanese, Korean, Spanish,
French, Italian, Fillipino songs

* Faster Song Selection

latest remote conirol song selector system

rooms rates from 10.00 per hour
no minimum charge for drink or food
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\ KARAOKE BOX

PRON RSVP: 273-0005
<7 200 SN, #125-8171 Ackroyd Road, Richmond
@) “?’4" FRI-SAT: 2PM-3AM  SUN-THUR: 2PM-2AM

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
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* Happy Hour 2pm - 6pm Everyday

‘October 93
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WHAT ARE YOU DOING ON
HALLOW'S EVE?

You know, you’re never too old to go (rick or treating for the Food Bank. And,
you don’t even have to dress up. (Of course, if you want to, it’s OK with us.)

The Alma Mater Society is pleased to sponsor the
Second Annual

TRICK OR TREAT fOR
The f000 BANK

And, we’d also be pleased to accept your help in canvassing the homes of Point
Grey and Kitsilano for non-perishable food items.

On Hallow’s Eve (Sunday, October 31), we'il meet at 4:30 p.m. in SUB 260.
From there, you’ll be transported along with your team to an assigned area in
Point Grey or Kitsilano. (Those with trucks or cars with which to transport vol-
unteers and food will be reimbursed for their gas expenses.) Afterwards, we'll
return to the SUB for some well descrved refreshments.

For more information, please contact Carole Forsythe, Coordinator of External
Affairs, in SUB 250 at 822-2050.

Help the Food Bank meet the needs of those
who are hungry in the city of Vancouver.
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Perspectives is published near the end of the month by the Alma Mater
Society of the University of British Columbia. The opinions express in this
paper are the views of the individual writer and are not necessary the ones of the
university administration and sponsors.
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