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All You Can Get from B.A. (Political
Science and History)

For every ten people that you know, nine have asked you, “Are you going to be a
politician after graduation?2 Want me to vote for you?2 HaHa!” ,
After that is the question: “Oh...are you going to teach then?2”

The remaining one person who has kept silent all this fime also has a B.A., looking just
as frustrated as you are.

You gain an impressive ability to digest the course readings that have become a

mound on the floor due to your own procrastination and you still know which is best and
which is BS.

You can complete your research in one afternoon and write up a 15-page essay the
next morning. You forget about eating and sleeping; you don't feel a darn thing.

There is an irresistible disgust within you when others don’t think and blindly follow.

You think that music, literature and art are the most precious heritages of the humanity,
not BMW, Lexus or Mercedes. '

You express expectations for society through non-violent means.

The greatest lesson you learn from history is do not let history repeat itself. But, you
redlize that we all seem to make the same mistakes over and over again.

- You understand that politics is ubiquitous. To stay cool, you must have the ability to
think and analyze independently.

You respect all the thinkers and scholars whose work inspires us. They will save the
human race from self-destruction when one day the scientists announce the creation of
new species, “The Great Mammal-Reptile Hybrid.”

You learn that the inability to tolerate and respect is the root of all evils.

You believe that you have the best thing a university education can offer: wisdom.
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The Need for Justice

by Desmond Loo, Doris Leung and Arthur Fong
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We see the Goddess of Democracy every time
we walk by the south entrance of SUB at UBC. The
statue was proposed by the Vancouver Society in
Support of Democratic Movement but was first re-
fused by Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Park. The Alma Mater Soci-
ety of UBC later accepted it and located it where it is
now, at the heart of the campus.

The Society has for many years taken part in help-
ing people in China attain freedom and democracy.
Henry Chau is the Chairperson of the Society. As he
mentioned. the Society has organized many events in
the past. such as protests against the imprisonment
of the student protesters in China and the annual
candlelight gathering. In addition. it has also invited
participants of the Tiananmen event back in 1989 to
share their experiences and feclings with the public.
These students include Yim Ka Kei and Ng Ye Hoi
Hay. Chau said that Wang Dan will also have his turn
at UBC in the near future.

Although it has been ten vears after the
Tiananmen Massacre. Chau said that people have
neither forgotten nor given up the democratic move-
ment in China. A close example for this is the on-
going financial support that the Society has re-
ceived from the public and fundraisers. Although
there is evidently not much progress shown in the
democratic voice that the Society has attempted
to send out, Chau answered by saying that this
work cannot be quantified. He believed that if no
such message is delivered, the situation might not
be what it is today, but even worse. The Society’s
goal is to inform the world about the corruption
and unfair rule of the Chinese government.

To commemorate the tenth anniversary of the
Tiananmen Massacre. the Society will hold a one-
month photo exhibition at the Central Library in
Vancouver. Chau concluded by saying that all the
photos presented in the exhibition will later be pro-
duced into a book.
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“N .
ot only me. but for all the people who were in
China at that time: we can still remember it. we can hardly
believe it’s been ten years.” In her office. Dr. Diana Lary
talked about her experience in China during the democratic
movement in the vear 1989. As a professor in Asian Studies.
Dr. Larry has extensive knowledge about China. She went to
China for the first time in 1964. when she was hired to teach
English there. She later returned to China again in 1985 and
lived in Beijing for two vears. Then. in the year 1989. shortly
before the June 4% Massacre. she went back to Beijing once
again.

Looking back at what happened in that summer. Dr.
Lary is still overwhelned by a feeling of awful sadness.
“The period before the breakdown was wonderful. People
were thrilled with what they were doing. There was a hope
that the {problem of corruption] in China could be solved.”
During her ten-day visit shortly before the massacre. she
witnessed the most exciting period that had ever been in
Beijing. People were bringing food and other supplies to the
students in Tiananmen Square. Even the army police sup-
ported the demonstrators. Nobody thought a military action
would be taken against the students.

Shortly before the massacre. Dr. Lary left Beijing for
Jinan. During that time. she was in close contact with the
people in Beijing. The news came very late on the night of
the 3™. She tried to phone Beijing on the 4" with futile
attempts. All the phone-lines were closed.

mediate $2000!

Sad, yet still Optimistic

by Desmond Loo, Doris Leung and Arthur Fong

She got back to Beijing on June 5% Immediately, she was
shocked. not by horror. but by sadness. Other than the tanks and
soldiers. the city was completely silent and empty. There were
numerous burnt out trucks. Army occupied all of the main streets
Finally. she was evacuated together with other Canadians on June
7II|>

In her opinion, the June 4™ incident has had great impact on
China and other parts of the world. All the Chinese students
studving abroad at that time stayed abroad. Communist regimes
in the Eastern Europe collapsed after the incident. Canada became
the major beneficiary of the incident since the people who left
Hong Kong for Canada were the highest quality immigrants in
terms of training and language skills.

Nevertheless, Dr. Lary is still optimistic about the demo-
cratic movement in China. Although the problems of corruption
still remain to be solved ten years after the incident and the focus
of the Beijing people has turned to economics, all these do not
mean that the feelings towards the June 4" incident have gone
away. Last year, Dr. Lary attended the June 4" Memorial that
took place in Victoria Park in Hong Kong. Despite the bad weather,
there was a good turnout. This experience strengthened her belief’
that the incident has not been forgotten. Actually, she suspects it
never will. “When people can demonstrate or protest again, they

. will. If people can manage their economic life, they can manage

their political life too.”
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“I was an ignorant eight-year-old then. T knew I was living through
something big and important, historic and tragic, but was not quite sure
what it was.

Banners. Slogans. Continuous broadcast on TV. Loud shouts from
the demonstrators on the streets. White head-bands. Funeral wreaths.
Depressed people. Vehement protestors. The atmosphere so thick that it
was difficult to breathe.

Now, when I reflect on those events that took place ten years ago,
the meaning of this martyrdom starts to dawn on me. It is selfless, and
shatters the skepticism and cynicism of the society. It doesn’t teach what
truthis, but shows that the efforts toward attaining it are not in vein.

May we keep up the good fight.”

— Florence Woo, English reporter

“I feel so grateful that I can have this opportunity to express
my feelings towards the Tiananmen Incident on paper. The
students in China are not allowed to do that. I doubt if those in
Hong Kong could feel comfortable doing that now.

I learned a lot more about the incident afterwards and [ always
have mixed feelings. Sometimes, I wonder how much June 4* has
contributed to the democratic movement in China. Would things be
different without that incident?”

— Doris Leung, English reporter

“The bulldozing of student protestors at Tiananmen Square by the
Chinese government was accompanied with many long-term
repercussions. First, it showed the world how inexperienced and “helpless”
the Chinese government is when dealing with the human race. Secondly,
the event led to a flood of Hong Kong immigrants to North America, who
feared of inhuman treatment under the Chinese rule. In general, it was a
“mistake” made by the government that led to a loss of valuable human
resources. Now, with ten more years of experience in dealing with
democracy-seekers, we are assured that the officials would not make the
same “mistake” again; however the question still remains unanswered on
how open the Chinese government is with human rights and political
freedomissues.”

— Sabrina Tse, English reporter

Feelings About the Massacre

“*Although I am familiar with the students’ protest in China on June
4% my feelings are quite different from others. I was born and raised in
Canada, and I have never been anywhere out of North America. I cannot
read or write Chinese. After all that I have seen from the news coverage,
there is only one thing that I can conclude from the Tiananmen incident; the
officials of my native country, at that time, made a great mistake by using
tanks against their own people.

Personally, T think that the decision to oppose the protestors was
appropriate because China was not a country that could allow such
behavior in 1989; the country was not mature enough to allow its people
to do so. The student protesters were well aware of the consequences
before acting against their government. Hence they did expect people to
be arrested, and people to be hurt. What they did not expect was their
government’s usage of tanks, rolling over them. This decision, in my
opinion, was wrong because I believe that any misunderstanding or
disruption can be settled by sincere communication. The students are
educated and if their government was willing to talk to them, they would
be willing to listen. But as we know today, this had not happened, and a
massacre occurred instead.

I do know that China, in its past, has been very careful to prevent
an event like Tiananmen massacre from happening and I do think that the
Chinese government made a terrible decision. However, from another
perspective, who can say who’s wrong? At that time, in that situation,
what would anybody else have done if they were in China’s position? No
government will wish to see such a day when it fights against their own
people, but why did they? These are the questions to think about before
we can draw any conclusion on the issue of right and wrong. From our
standpoint, it is easy to say that China is wrong, but we often take
democracy and freedom for granted. So who are we to define China’s
judgement? Every country has its own set of rules to follow, and China’s
rules do not allow its people to rebel against their government. From this
viewpoint, I can only say that from a democratic perspective, what the
students have done is right, since they fought for what their government
has taken from them. But from any other perspective, I cannot say that the

Chinese government is totally wrong.”

— Arthur Fong, English reporter
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Sequence of Events leading to
the Tiananmen Square Massacre

/15

417-19

54

5/13
5/20

5/21

5/30

6/3

6/4

6/5

FHu Yacbang died at the age of 73. Hu was a general
secretary of the Chinese Conununist Party but was later
dismissed by Deng Xiaoping in January 1987 for being too
lenient with student demonstrators.

In memorial of Hu, college students in Beijing marched to

the Tiananmen Square. Among other forms, they demanded
democracy and a crackdown on corruption. The protesters
totaled more than 100,000 on 4/19.

In celebration of the 70" anniversary of the May 4
incident. more than 100,000 students in Beijing protested
throughout the entire city.

About 2.000 college students began a hunger strike in the
Tiananmen Square.

Chinese authoritics declared martial law in parts of Beijing
and restricted forcign TV transmissions.

A historical record of nearly 1 million citizens participated in
the street protest in Hong Kong. showing their support for
the college students in Beijing.

Students in Beijing settled the “Goddess of Democracy™
statue in the Tiananinen Square.

Starting at 10p.m.. the Army stormed towards the
Tiananmen Square. Tanks. armored personal carriers and
troops spitied gunfire in all directions and at the crowds
who blocked their way. They charged into the square and
demolished the “Goddess of Democracy™ statue.

Students ran for their lives as blood shed across the
Tiananmen Square. At dawn. the Army has already killed
more than one thousand supporters and wounded
thousands, leaving the democracy movement in ruins.

Countries around the globe expressed their strong
opposition against the massacre and banned all army sales
and other forms of trade with China.
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Ice Cream, Anyon

by ITin Soon Yeoh

Wilh summer just around the corner, the list of
things to do in people’s minds is endless. Whether you
are taking summier classes or stalking predators through
the African safari. the best remedy for long, hot summer
days may still be just sitting on an open patio, licking a
smooth and delicious ice cream from a freshly made
waffle cone. And where is the best place for this you
ask? Just ask Chris Loscerbo, the proprietor of Amato
Gelato, an ice-cream factory located right here in
Vancouver.

Amato Gelato (gelato is singular for ice cream) was
originally established in Italy and has been a family
business for over four generations now. The Loscerbos
were initially fruit growers before they realized that ex-
cess fruits being turned into ice cream, instead of being
thrown out, would be more lucrative. In fact, they found
out that ripe fruit, especially ones that were really ripe,
would make the best ice cream.

Amato Gelato produces about 30.000 liters of ice cream
daily from their own factory. Mario Gelati. which is aptly
named after Chris” dad. With over 200 flavors in their in-
ventory list, there are few people that they cannot satisfy.
From exotic fruits to aromatic herbs, Amato Gelato ice
cream covers them all. In fact. Amato Gelato was the pio-
neer of the green tea flavored ice cream in Canada. Be-
sides ice cream, Amato Gelato also produces ice cream
cakes and confectioneries.

We were also briefed on the process of ice cream mak-
ing by Chris. As a brief summary. ice cream making is
difficult and the following is just a quick glimpse of the
production. Chris decided to give us chocolate ice cream
making as an example. First, milk is added followed by
butter, in which the fat has been reduced by 5-10%. Dutch
cocoa and cream follow this. A vegetable stabilizer is then
added to blend the ingredients together. The mixture then

by Ceres Lee

goes into a vat for pasteurizing (heated up to 85 degrees
Celsius and held at that temperature for 30 minutes). Fol-
lowing this, it is added into a homogenizer that breaks up
the fat globules in order to smooth the ice cream. Once it
exits the homogenizer, it passes through a 2 degrees Cel-
sius cooling plate which cools it immediately. Upon the
completion of this step, the ice cream is then transferred
into a holding vat before being passed on to a continuous
freezer. After the ice cream is fully formed, they are con-
veyed into a holding freezer.

After the company relocated to a newer and bigger
location with more orders than ever, we were wondering
what's next? Well, the Loscerbos are now thinking of ex-
panding the Amato Gelato label. In fact, Chris is very en-
thusiastic about the future of Amato Gelato. A perfection-
ist somewhat, Chris hopes to make Amato Gelato a big
franchise in the future. But on the other hand, why
shouldn’t he? Everyone likes eating ice-cream!
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Aﬁer eight months of being a full-time student, who doesn’t want to
work for a few months and prepare for the next school vear? If you want to
work this summer, now is a good time to start looking for jobs! Here are just
a few suggestions that may be helpful in looking for jobs.

A good place to start is the Internet. a convenient and reliable source.
There are websites that provide abundant information about jobs in Canada
or worldwide. For example, the National Graduate Register (http:/ngr.
schoolnet.ca/). the RECRUITEX (http://www.recruitex.com/), and the
CareerOwl (http://www careerowl.ca/), all provide information to job seek-
ers as well as emplovers. Many of them even allow people to post their
résumés online. Some of these online agencies almost act like a “virtual agent”™
because they can match the skills and qualifications with a particular job
posting, and will send out notifications of any potential job opportunities. These
recruiting services are also for summer job seckers and students who are
looking for internships.

For some more local services, the career services center located in Brock
Hall, UBC is a good place to go, or visit their website at http://www.careers.
ubc.ca. They also hold workshops and seminars for résumé writing, and
career orientation for the companies who visit UBC. They also post any
upcoming recruiting sessions that UBC may have in their calendar. In addition.
a job-skill matching services is available to students on their website. A
password is required to view the job postings. but that can be easily obtained
by showing your student ID to the people working at the career center. They
are very friendlv, and can certainly provide you with much needed informa-
tion about job searching.

The Human Resources Development Canada also has branches located
in each city with job postings for part-time, full-time, or summer job positions.
They have an electronic labour exchange service available online at http://
www.ele-spe.org/ that helps people to find work and vice versa.

If you want to gain some valuable experience before you graduate. get
started on vour job search now! And if you're graduating, what are you
waiting for? Someone may be looking for someone like you right now!!!

by Agnes Leung
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© Chinese Painting @ © Chinese Calligraphy 8% ©

© Read & Write Chinese BB © Mandarin 585 ©
© Cantonese 88 © Knotting i#5 © Er-hu —§f ©

© Pi-pa 88 © Gu-zheng 5% © Cantonese Opera @ ©

hEEE ) Chinese Cultural Centre

FEYE Chinatown®687-0729  FUiBIZ Richmond &278-0873
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Asian Studies Student Association (SSA)

Event | Lecture: “Ethnicity of the Chinese Overseas”
Date | Wednesday, March 17, 1999

Time | 12:30 - 1:20

Venue | Asian Centre Seminar Room 604

Event| Lecture: “Chinese Musical Education”
Date | Monday, March 29, 1999

Time | 12:30 - 1:20

Venue | Asian Centre Seminar Room 604

For more information, visit our website at hitp:/Aww.
assa.ca

Association of Chinese Graduates (ACG)

Event | Karaoke Contest

Date | March

Venue | Prodio Karaoke (semi-final), Parker Place
{final)

Contact | Catherine at 727-7276

Event | Makeup Class

Date | March 11 & March 26 (Fri)
Venue | BUCH B218

Contact | Catherine at 727-7276

Event | Job Opportunity Lecture
Date | March 18 (Fri)

Venue | BUCH B218

Contact | ACG at 292-8982

Details | Job opportunity for part-time or full-time.

Chinese Catholic Society

Event | Bible Sharing

Date | Mar 11, 18, 25, 1999 (every Thurs)

Time }12:30-1:30 pm

Venue | Buch B212

Contact | Agathe Chu agathe@interchange.ubc.ca

Event | Talent Night

Date | Mar 12, 1998 (Fri)

Time | 7:30 pm

Venue | St. Mark’s College

Contact | Agathe Chu agathe@interchange. ubc.ca

Event | Dessert Night/ Q&A

Date | Mar 19, 1999

Time | 5:30 pm

Details | St. Mark’s College

Contact | Agathe Chu agathe@interchange ubc.ca

Event| Closing Mass

Date | Mar 26, 1999

Time | TBA

Venue | Mar 26, 1999

Contact | Agathe Chu agathe@interchange.ubc.ca

Chinese Christian Fellowship Club

Event | Thoughts of Armageddon
Date { March 11, 1999

Time | Contact Club for more details
Venue | Contact Club for more details
Details | To be announced

Event | Prayer — A psychological effect?
Date | March 18, 1999

Time | Contact Club for more details
Venue | Contact Club for more details
Details | Will be posted

Event | Praise and Worship

Date | March 25, 1999

Time | Contact Ciub for more details
Venue | Contact Club for more details
Details | To be announced

YOURS

Event | 1999 RCMP Open Gala Day & International Food
Festival

Date | March 20, 1999

Time | 10:00am - 4:30 pm

Venue | Sherman Armoury (5500 No.4 Rd., Richmond)
Details | Volunteers are needed. Participants will
receive certificate

from RCMP & Richmond Lions Club.

Contact | Eric Ng info@yours.bc.ca or 2962833

Discussion Group for Gay Asians
VeryAsian / VariAsian — for East and
SouthEast Asian men

info.

Discussion Group for Queer Asian
Youth

youth under 25

Call 688-WEST extension 2272 for more

Asian Gab -- for gay and lesbian Asian
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by Derek Fung

Ritsumeikan students. but with an mercasing number of UBC and
international students taking them as well. and Arts Studies 201
‘and. 202:4n the second lerm. for the universily population as a
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and Carol Pao

Kavoko. who lives at the Rits house. says that many of the
people she meets at her dorm. which include her three UBC
fogmmales, are very [riendly and helpful during her stay.
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June 4. 1999 marks the 10th anniversary of the Tianneman Square riot. Those who
have a concern for China’s future development and are lucky enough to enjoy democracy
where they live will no doubt partake in the numerous commemorative events. Some will
remember and mourn over the lives sacrificed in this tragic event. some will protest to both
the Canadian and Chinese governments. in hope that China will one day truly become a
democracy. Either wav, these efforts will receive a great deal of attention. However. the
main concern that revolves around these efforts is whether China has the intention of
becoming a democratic state.

Every once in awhile. the Chinese government will either authorize or pennit the release
of dissidents who “attempted to corrupt the country”™ for overseas medical treatment. This
action is especially frequent when the heads of state of both China and the US engage in
bilateral summits. For example. the release of Wei Jingsheng not only triggered international
attention, it also gave members of overseas dissident movements a big boost in confidence.
However, if the changes in the Chinese government are examined in more detail. it is evident
that it is still far from becoming a democracy. In general. the communist party still stands
firm as the foundation of the government.

China’s resistance to change is quite evident when the sentencing of vet another dissident.
Wang Youcai. in the past vear is considered. The recent releases of activists was only a
goodwill gesture. a response to the pressures ffom the rest of the world: it cannot be
mistaken as signs of restructuring within the Chinese government. The opinion of Chinese
officials is that if the release of these human rights activists received such good response
from Europe and the US. why not then use this as a means of negotiation? Perhaps the
original point of the negotiations was to lower taxes on exports from China. But since
China has demonstrated such “goodwill” in releasing prisoners like Wei Jingsheng. negotia-
tions have suddenly gained a great deal of flexibility.

< BIHESR
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No doubt, the 10th anniversary of this tragedy will be marked with numerous com-
memorative events. However. in the midst of all this. what is most important is the true
restructuring of the Chinese government. not “goodwill gestures™. If China continues to use
this strategy of imprisoning and releasing those who care about the nature of their own
country as a mere tool for gaining advantages in the international political arena. the blood
and sweat shed on the grounds of Tianneman Square and all over the world in dissident
movements will be nothing more than wasted efforts and lives.
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Remembering
the tragedy

Translated by Andrea Chan
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by Purple Toe

1 had a quick glance at the alarm clock with my eves half-open. 6:
45 am. Only an hour of sleep. Overwhelmed with my tiredness, I ig-
nored the little voice that told me that my article was long overdue ...
and I drifted back to sleep...

Never have I felt so helpless with how little time [ have in my hand. 1
admit that there were times when I had to stay up late for schoolwork, but
T usually would win out in the race with time at the end. But this time the
ratio of the number of things that 1 had to do and the amount of time I had
was approaching infinity. Meeting all these deadlines has become the
sole purpose of my life...

Indeed, we have all grown up meeting deadlines. I remember all the
housework that my brother and I were “assigned™ to do before a certain
time or else we conld not go cut and play. This is probably the first form
of “deadlines” a child learns. We were given a fixed limit of time to
compleie a task. If we failed. then we would receive some form of
punishment.

Then in schools we are even more extensively trained. Every day we
diligently check our agenda to see what homework is due the next day. or
when we have to finish studying a subject by. The existence of such
concepts probably stems from the fact that people (especially authorities)
want to make sure that something gets done by a certain date or time.
Our school system. for example. is designed such that we are “forced” to
gain certain knowledge by a certain time. Midterms or finals are just the
judges to see if we have met the deadlines term afier terin.

Therefore there are two parts to the idea: /ine—the fixed limit. as well
as dead—the consequence we will bear depending on our success in
completing the task we are assigned.

The “dead" part of the deadlinc concept denotes in itself the innate
laziness in humans. Deadlines are set because people want efficiency
and progress. In school. for example. a project has to be done by the end
of the term. but there are interim deadlines to make sure that we get
certain parts done by a certain time. Very often we cannot meet the
deadline not because we do not have enough time to finish the tasks but
rather because of our tendency to procrastinate. Thus everything is left
till the last minute ...

Therefore we have come to a full circle. On one hand deadlines are
set to help us do things more efficiently: on the other. because we know
when the final date we have to finish a task by. we procrastinate till then.
In the end it comes down to how much we fear the consequences that
come ahead.

9:00 am. 1 finallv woke up with a start. The editor no doubt would
kill me. A month late!!! Sp much for my reputation. Sigh... Iwalked
to my computer and started vping.
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Rains of
Ancient Blossoms

To understand the Chinese culture and philosophy, there’s
no better way than to read a book written by a Chinese on the
very essence of Chinese art of living. However, such a book,
provided that it does exist, might not be accessible to all non-
Chinese readers owing to the language barrier. Alternatively. one
could read its translated version, with no knowledge of the extent
to which the flavor and subtleties of the original text have been
preserved. The best compromise. perhaps, is to have a Chinese
write about the Chines in a language understandable by a broader
spectrum of global readers. This undertaking is no small task,
since il requires on the author’s part a proficiency in both lan-
guages and a thorough appreciation of the Eastem and Western
cultures. Dr. Lin Yutang, bom in China in 1893, did just that. and
perhaps much more.

He received his degrees at St. John's (in Shanghai), Harvard
and Leipzig. Quick in thought and sharp with words. his writing
style is one of wit. humor. and exactness. In fact. he was the verv
one who had brought home to China the foreign term “*humor”
and coined its Chinese translation. He had witten over 35 books
in English. with topics ranging from contemporary Chinese
history. philosophy, imperial Peking. world politics, and art
theory. to mention just a few. He had been the editor for several
journals. both Chinese and English. written the amusing column
“Little Critic™ and translated a number of famous Chinese stories
and essays into English. His articles had appeared in several
American magazines. such as Asia. Harpers. and The Forum.
Raised as a Christian. he later came to be profoundly influenced
by Taosim. his deep beliefin which was frequently reflected in
the themes of his novels. one of the most moving being A fomen:
in Peking.

be as close as is realistically possible.

Hope for the Best

To this day I still abide by the saying. “Hope for the best. but expect the worst.™ Ilove this saving,
because it's a “realistic” form of optimisn. and in this day and age. we definitely need to have this,

What makes the saving “realistic” is the fact that it bakanioes between oplimism and pessimism. Optimists
inherit the impression that they re naive, are simply ignorant of reality. relying heavily on blind faith in one
thing or another. But. even optimists have doubts, and in that moment of uncertainty, hope is all that can tip the
balance between perseverance and surrender. Even though hope is mere expectation for an outcome, it's that
tiny drop of desire that allows someone to remain steadfast.

But relving on hope is not enough for something to happen. Hope lets vou stay in the game, but it doesn 't play
a direct role in attaining a successful outcome. Success comes from the utilization of your talent and abilities, Hope
simply encourages you to keep trying. Hope tells you. “If at first you don't succeed. try, try again.”

It’s this continual usc of your abilities that makes the difference between being an optimist and a pessimist.

Pessimists will. more ofien than not. be negative. Instead of looking for possibilities, they look at the probabilities

of success. worrying about contingency plans to assure greater probability for success. Ths, they tend to expect
only the worst. and will act only if there is sufficient evidence to prove that any action is warranted.

So. while optimists give all they have. and pessimists give up or give in. the *realistic optimist” balances
between the two. Instead of relying only on hope. or thinking endlessly about what could happen, one
makes a choice to act. weighing the various possibilities with probabilities to produce a realistic ontcome.
Once you make a choice, you let it run its course. knowing that it won't be a perfect outcome. but it will

Overall. this isn't such a big deal. When we put our minds to something, we will almost
instinctively do this. But the important thing is to realize what it is we do to produce a
positive oulcome because sometimes good things happen to us and we wonder,
“Why?" As much as luck can play a part in our good fortuie in our lives,
ultimately it's our efforts. our desires. or frame of mind that play aneven larger
role. Aswe enter the new millennium, lets keep in mind the infinite
possibilities that exist, and maintain a passionate hope that
our lives, and the lives of our Ioved ones are filled
with outcomes that encourage our spirit.
and uplift our souls,

A Taoist Philosopher and
“Moment in Peking”

by Kiwi

The novel, written in English, has becn hailed as the contem-
porary equivalent of Dreams of the Red Mansion. Covering the
forty-year turbulent era from the Boxer Rebellion to the Japanese
nvasion during WWIL the book gives a writer’s intimate account
of the drastic cultural, social and political changes taking place in
a revolutionary yet flourishing China. Following the fates of two
families, the book embraces the Taoist idea that all things follow
a cyclical path, with the lively summer bringing the desolate
winter. which again hints at the nearing of spring. It is a fictional
work; yet historical incidents are aptly woven into the fabric of
events that shape the main characters” lives. Breathtaking pic-
tures are painted, where colors consisting of incessant civil wars,
rapid succession of powers between rivaling warlords, and for-
eign invasion ranging from military threat to economic infiltration,
splash most boldly across the canvas that is China. Yet She lives
on. contented and patient. The novel also depicts a world fraught
with varying shades of gray. where the delincation between right
and wrong is obscured; where the conservative and the radical, the
treacherous and the righteous coexistin a curious harmony. China
endures all that, while a life style embodying “‘an atmosphere of
contentment. .. a suggestion of inexhaustible mental reserve. .. [and]
a philosophical detachment from the sense of time” caries on.

Unfortunately, the novel. first published in 1939 by the
John Day Company of New York, has been out of print. Used
copies. though, are stilt available through various book search
services and out-of-print booksellers. The same goes with a lot of
his other English books. much a loss to the world's literary treasure.
Fortunately for the interested Chinese readers. many of his En-
glish works have been translated into Chinese and are still in
circulation.

by Star Trekker

Columnists can be reached at perspectives-info@interchange.ube.ca
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“NOW is the time”

by Carol Lee

A few days ago. [ was having an interesting conversation with a friend during lunch. and we canie up with the
perfect definition for eternal hell. Hell is when at the end of it all and vou are shown with all the things that vou could
have done if you had made vour choices differently. Life is full of choices that make it exciting but risky at the same

Weall start off as innocent little children learning how to get around in this big, big world. Our first decision was
to follow our mommny or daddy around wherever we go since we know we can be safe around them. Aswe progress
through life. our parents first take on the rofe of decision-makers to determine most of our activities {which. for most
people. consist mainly of school. piano lessons, and meals in between). while we merely take part in deciding how
we would like to perform those activities {some mav choose to talk during classes. some may actually choose to
listen). Eventually. we can decide whether or not we want to go on taking piano lessons, or whether or not we wart
to have chicken for dinner. However. it is at the point where you let go of vour parents” embrace and start to stand
on your own feet that you begin to make decisions which can leave permanent trails behind.

In today's world. career is used to defire a person’s identity in society. You are either a doctor. a kawyer. an actor.
or a journalist. but not John. Mary. Peter. or David. People know vou not by your firsi name but by vour last. ofien
times followed by some acromvins (for instance: Dr. Smarty. B.Sc. M.Sc. M.D.). The trend is thus created so that one
chooses hissher career based on deciding how he/she would like to be recognized by the world. In other words,
what they do may not always be what they like to do. Ask yourself. does this description sound like what you are
doing? Finally. the question that has been asked but has continued to remain unanswered: “WILL [REGRETT" To
come up with ananswer. try and rephrise the question. Ask vourself: if I have to leave this world tomorow. would
T have thought the decision I have made is meaningful?

In otherwords. now is the time. Live as vou would have liked vour life tobe Ined. Only until then can you come
back to the question. and without hesitation. answer it with no regrets.

In the past issues [ ve shared
some of my favorite contemporary
music from various Asian cultures.
In this final issue I'll introduce
some really cool music [ missed or
which didn't fit into any previ-
ously discussed categories.

Forbidden City —Pu Yi (single)

1t’s not an oriental band. al-
though much of the lyrics are in
Mandarin. It’s actually a British
one-hit-wonder electronic group.
This new-age single topped a few
dance charts in Asia when it was
released a few years ago, and the
group was then compared to
Enigma and Deep Forest. The
tracks are almost vocal-less, with
the exception of the whispering of
some Mandarin words. Just the
piano solo makes the disc worth
getting. Look for it under Sony
Music’s subsidiaries.

Modern Dog— Modemdog

I know nothing about Thai
music, but I know this album has
some of the best metal sounds I've
heard. I have no idea where to buy
Thai albums in Vancouver, but
there are enough music sampling
websites for the interested to get
a good feel for the music.

Col ists can be v

by Onion

Final Fantasy 7— Reunion Tracks

I was never an FF scrics fan -
until I listened to the Theme of
Aerith in this soundtrack. There
are 16 refined midi tracks selected
from the original 4 disc OST. plus
orchestral renditions of the
producer s three favorite (and very
well-selected) tracks. The refined
midi tracks can be best described

s “great composition, lousy
output.” But the orchestral rendi-
tions are some of the best original
game music in memory. You might
find this CD in Chinese record
stores in Richmond, but it’s a safer
bet that you'li find it in online mu-
sic stores.

Andfinally...

Where to Buy Asian Music in
Vancouver?

There are a large number of
Chinese record stores in Richmond
that sells Chinese and Japanese
music. The Taiwanese-labelled
Japanese CDs are usually available
for pre-ordering. There's also the
Japanese bookstore Iwase in
Yaohan Centre. or you can rent
older Japanese CDs at Konbinya
on Robson. For Punjabi and Hindi
music, there are a number of stores
near Main and 50"

hed at perspactives-info@intorchange.ube.ca

If you read my the last issuc of
Perspectives, you d realize that I like
reading mysteries. I like the thriller
genre too (eg. James Bond-type
stories). Solthought I'd like to talk
about possible chemical weapons
that you can use in the writing of
such a novel. Note: weare trying o
write complicated plots involving
plausible scenarios, not some
steamty-sexy screen play where the
baddies have a nuclear
bomb. Now weall know
the thireat of chemical Ll

Uirns Aiert Jmy /ool |

Every dav. I'm reminded that tech-
nology can improve life only when its
side effects succeed in bringing down the
quality of civilization. This fast install-
ment of Squeaky Shoes will testify to the
sad truth.

wiy,

. . S
It went like this. The annoy- %\%

I bet 1t vou rely on email and
1CQ. you can’t agree more.

ances firstcame in the form of chain

® by Suspended Soul

charities, tor that matter—thousands of
dollars or a few cents per message. for
fomardlng the hoax to “everyone vou
know.”

Here's another. Some have
subject headings such as T have
brain cancer. .. urge you to spread
the message o say a dying child’s
last wish s to break the world
record for sending the longest chain
of chain mail. or having the most

letters through. Then there were Squeaky Shoes People visit their webpage. Oh,

virus hoaxes. Not long afler all

sorts of hoaxes appeared. Those who are
carly adapters of email should remember
how chain letters were spread from one
person to many.

Fhe letters promise the recipients the
more copies they distribute. the more sex
or fame (or vanations thereof) they wall
enjoy. By the same token, these letters
threaten 1f they don’t distnibute the let-
ters immediately, they will forfeit a life-
time of sex or tame (or whatever destrable
things the letters offer). These letters go
on to list examples of what happened to
hoth tspes of people-  those lucky people
who were obedient and got all the sex and
tame they wanted. and those unfortunate
people who ignored the curses and died
ternbly or miystenously. I can only sus-
pect they created and circulated these
messages {or fun. as a challenge. (o sec
when thes 'l get the letters back or how
these ndiculous pronuses would aflect the
world. Also. they must be iresponsible
people who have no respect for our time
and couldn 't care less we could be spend-
ing our time with more worthwhile activi-
ties than downloading these messages.
reading them. and mindlessly forwarding
them

As msulting destructive messages
disappeared from cvberspace. we gotan
endless stang of severe virus threals and
promuses of money  sometimes to vou
und sometimes to chanties. Classifving
them as “threats™ and “promises™ 1S re-
ally giving their creators too much credit
Intelligent people should refer to these as
hoaxes. [et's getit straight No virus can
attack you when vou merely open a mes-
sage and 1o one 1s paving you -or

of it into chernical stockpiles. I feel so
safe.

Sarin is a nice, new one. A Japa-
nese cult used this stinky compound
to gas hundreds of people. It'sacho-
fingsterase inhibitor (amyone heard of
paralysis and wacko seizures prior to
death?) and it’s pretty effective. Le-
thal dose for humans is 0.01 mg/kg,
which is pretty awesome. However,

Who’s passing the

weapons. Just look at AN

the UNvs. Iragsituation. ) o .
Or the Tokyo subway = gas:  py Sue D. Nim
attack. But do any of Brain [

you actually know what o

nerve reagenisare availableandwhy /iRt is a liquid, and no ane, ketalone

we should be afraid of "em? Let's
takealook.

Let’s start with the famous raili-
tary gas hertholite. Y'all know itas
chlorine gas, It's no longer used by
modern military “cause it’s pretty
wussy compared fo the newer nerve
gases._It's really easy buy because
it’s gota large industrialisse. T'im sure
that many countiies still diveti some

thousands, will be stupid enough to
drink your sarin wine. Ifyon want to
nail a whole bunch of guys, youcan
heat it to bailing and gas aclosed arca
(eg. underground skytrain siation).
That's the way the Japanese cult did
it, but personally, 1 think the cult
botched the job. Tcan think of much
better ways.- Preparation of this com-
pound is widely published, bt Iwon’t
tedl ya where, “cause I know there’sa
Tot of psychos among you readers.

please! Messages that call people
to visit particular ugly, one-page webpages
are no longer being spread only by emaif.
but by ICQ as well. Among these are some
messages that challenge you to send it back
to the person who sent it you, if you re-
ally count them as a fnend. as they have
counted you one. Furthermore, ICQ will
not start charging you if you don’t send
their message to everybody. Please thml\
ICQ will send you a “system message” if
it needs to make you aware of its
announcements. It would not send out its
message ina URL forward.

Come on. [don’t send these back nor
do [ foward them fo anybody.

In the past, whenever ] reeeived a hoax,
[ would usually write back my concemned
friend to inform them of the fraud and to
ask that they worry not and stop circulat-
ing it. Now. I cannot afford the time.
Furthermore, even though [ was writing
back to everyone on the mailing list I was
on to refute the claims of the hoax. [ was
nonetheless serving the hoax creators’ pur-
pose of wasting Internet band\\xdlllﬁ)
refuse fo do that anymore.

1t vou want tolearn more about hoaxes
or want to cheek a hoax against an authon-
tative source the next time you come across
a suspicious message. try hitpo/aww.
kumite.com myths . If you E)ok on a
search engine under “hoaxes,” you'll also
find many government and corporate sites
that contain education about hoaxes. I sup-
EOSP hoaxes 15 a necessary side effect of
aving the convenience of emnail and other
modem communication facilities. But can
we minimize that side effect? T believe we
can. [ believe you can.

Next one is parathion. It’s not
quite as nasty as sarin, but hey, it’s
easy to find. It's an agricaltural
insecticide, so you can buy tons of it
(literally). It causes the usual nausea,
diarrhea, convulsions, etc. Ask a
farmer how to use and abuseit. I'm
sure he can think of ways to spread
this one.

The third of these nerve gases is
tabun, the one used by the
military. IUsextremely potent-
the lethal dose may beas low
as 0.01mg/kg ond it’s gota
fruity smell, too! Tabunispar-
ticularly awesonie "cause it’s
toxic from inhalation and ab-
sorption throngh theskinand

eyes. Quch. Well, if the US military
wses it, it's gotta be good, eh?

Disclaimer: since anyone who
reads my colimn is probably ruts, 1
won’t tefl how'to get your grubby
hands on thesz toxins.. I'm Sue D,
Nin; the brainy beay-babe; it fiot
a cleavage-shmvmg-(mmstvsxcb-
kick-sex-ohject who gives away the
evil plan so that T can get sweaty and
huffy with the deboiiair spy.~ Well,
niot today anyway. it's that time of
the monthagain...
mar. 1999
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