Dare to Know

A Short Sketch about searching for the light which is
inspired fromof |nmmanuel Kant's essay WAs i st
Auf Kkl arung

(As the scene is revealed, a man in
blue jeans and t-shirt is sitting
alone in a black roomwiting on a
pad of paper. There's a w ndow

whi ch | ooks out a brick wall. The
roomis illumnated by a bare |ight
bul b. A door opens and nore |ight
spills into the room A man dressed
in 17th Century attire and hol di ng
a bright lantern walks into the

room

STUDENT
Cl ose the door.

MAN
Throw of f your shackl es!

STUDENT
(Looki ng over how the man i s costuned)
The Fetish club is down the street. But | don't
think you'll get in, it's usually too crowded by
this tine.

MAN
(I'gnoring his comrents)
Did you not hear nme?

STUDENT
Pl ease cl ose the door

MAN
| said release yourself fromyour self-incurred
t ut el age.

STUDENT
If I followed your direction right now, |I'd just
be trading up for nore shackles. Please | eave ne

al one. C ose the door. |'m worKking.

MAN
Ch you poor little graduate student of another
age! You think you have it so hard. | never

nmoved nore than 100 mles in ny life, but |
applied ny reason and ny research and now ny work
spans centuries. Throw off your shackl es!

( MORE)



MAN ( Conti nued)
Here you are slaving over these papers, have you
really been daring to know or are you sinply
fulfilling what is expected of you? G ving away
your time as you march towards that which
equalizes us all, your little death?

STUDENT
Look man, | just need to finish this grant
application so that | can stave off getting a
real job, and enjoy nore sunny days with ny kids
at the beach

MAN
Lazy coward
STUDENT
Kant ?!
MAN
You finally recognize ny text?
STUDENT
Yeah, Yeah, | was working on it, but | blewit

off to wite ny novel. \Were' d | put your essay,
it was right here in front of ne.

MAN
(He 1 ooks on the floor finds sone papers)
Was i st Aufklarung? Tossed on the floor. These
wor ds- - The Engli sh have won the day

STUDENT
Vell you Germans did end up causing a few world
war s.

MAN
WORLD wars you say? Sadness, darkness. Not nuch
has changed fromny tinme. Enlighten ne, no pun
i nt ended.

STUDENT
| can't catch you up on all that has changed
since you first wote this. It would be kinda
boring really. Reason has not won the day though.
Idealismis in the gutter.

MAN
But the basic principle remains, | amof this
time as well. | know taking the step to

conpetence is dangerous for all mankind, not to
mention the entire fairer sex--



STUDENT
See, there you go... you are not of this tine.
How can you | eave out fifty percent of the
popul ation--there was a sexual revol ution.

(The phone rings.)

STUDENT ( Cont i nued)
Yeah, Hell o? What! Yeah | amworking. No |I'm not
having a beer at the Canbie. | don't know when
"Il be honme. | told you not to call nme unless it
was an energency. Yeah. Ckay. Right. Good-bye.

MAN
(Referring to the content of the phone call)
Not hi ng has changed | see with the fair sex. No
matter the technical neans of comrunication, we
are adrift in that regard. The marvel ous devices
of your age that delight ne.

STUDENT
(Somewhat def ensively)

She neans well. 1've been working hard.

MAN
Yes, | can see it in your eyes.

STUDENT
Allergies. It's alnost mdnight. Really want to
sl eep, and enjoy the silence of ny house. But
I i ke Shakespeare's poet in the Sonnets, |'m weary
with toil, and ny mnd won't rest. And |I'm
sneezing. Dam allergies. Wat a weakness. My
eyes are red at the edges. | see through gl ossy

water. Am | doing the right thing here at UBC in
this crazy—what is it agai n—<CFl program |'ma
pl aywright, an actor—dammt |'ma theatre artist.
Wiy am | up at night-half-blind with | ack of

sl eep, worry, and these bl oody allergies? Oh
yeah, | want the SSHRC grant. | want the noney. |
use safe, conservative words. And | neke sure
put the dots, and the commas in the right place
on ny evergrowng list of references. |'m doing
the right thing.

MAN
Then why am | here?

STUDENT
Dreans, who cares. A witer's convention of
conveni ence.



MAN
| amKant! |I'mnot a cheap device.

STUDENT
Just exercising sone objective self reflection.
can't do this with you right now. |I have not the

courage you ask for. HOw can | be certain | am
doing the right thing. I won't submt to the

hi erarchal power of the university--1 can't throw
of f that shackle.

MAN
My work is pragmatic. W nust accept the paradox
that for our individual power to exist we nust
acknowl edge the power of the state under which we
| abour .

STUDENT
Power, | have no power except over ny own
witing. Over ny characters. Now, | exercise that
ri ght now. Pl ease cl ose the door and take your
lantern with you.

MAN
Lost to your formul as, obeying the statutes, your
natural gifts laid waste. Run fromthe acadeny,
run. Tear down your shackl es!

STUDENT
|"man optimst Sir. | love the idea we can
Wi thin our own private selves apply our sense of
reason to our experience and is so doing nove
humanity forward to a greater understandi ng.
| ove the idea. But as | said, you are of another
age. And your invention of the concept of race
does a disservice really. What did you even know
of the subject?

MAN
| studied all the journals. | used you reason--

STUDENT
How do you reason with the idea of slavery,
genocide, or own new ability to totally destroy
oursel ves with weapons your age coul d never dream
about ?

MAN
| grant you that. Incremental steps. Freedom may
be granted, but it has to be cultivated in the
m nd.



STUDENT
What is freedom wi t hout opportunity to understand
and enploy it.

MAN
Who are you to presune to question ne. No wait,
yes. That is what you nust do. Di scover your own
truth. Proclaimit. Only then will you have
freedom

STUDENT
Many great thinkers, some fromny own |land, Emly
Mur phy--a canpai gner for the rights of wonen in
this country, but still she believed in the
forced sterilization of the nentally weak. She
fought in the name of what your concept of
freedom They all may have thought they
understood freedom but to paraphrase a witer
fromthe twentieth century, George Owell, A
Men nmust be free, but sonme nust be nore free than
others. You see, Sir, we have not found a way to
share equally, to understand the golden rule, and
as long we place Man's reason has the foundation
to understanding, we will never be free.

MAN
You msinterpret ny text.

STUDENT
Does it matter? Its not working. Wiy the division
of public and private responsibility. Wiy can't a
schol ar-priest question the authority directly
and share that questioning with the congregation.

MAN
This took ten dark years of ny life--

STUDENT
--Who has the right to bestow freedom as you
suggest ?

MAN
W nust agree on a system-
STUDENT
--Yes! You're right. It keeps nme awake at night

wondering how each little nonent upon all the
ot her nmonents in our worlds continue on. The
inevitability of life, the constant of life, no
matter what we do. Long after this building
crunbl es, we go on



MAN
Good. Wonder is the first and constant step in
the struggle to understand. If | teach you
anyt hi ng, pl ease renenber that.

STUDENT
Go. | have ny own thoughts.

MAN
Fool i sh man out of tinme. You do not struggle
alone. Al the nmen who cane before and after ne
are your gift as we search to live always in age
of enlightennent. Freedomis a process, not a
resul t.

STUDENT
(Agitated)
Leave. Cl ose the door!

MAN
| go on.

(Man | eaves through the door.
Student rushes over and sl ams the
door shut. He wal ks back to his
desk and stares at his pile of
papers. He goes to the light and
turns it off and then calls into
t he darkness.)

STUDENT
Hell 0? Is anyone out there still?

END OF PLAY
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