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Abstract

This study presentBve parallel,interwovenhistories of evolving relations between humans and

the rest of naturaroundthe Strait of Georgiar North Salish Sebetween the 1850s atite
1980sToget her they comprise a compl eavilybut cohe
populateccoastal zone.

Home to about 10% of Can daaregiomslefimed bythismandsear vy ¢
hasbeengreatly influencedy its relations with ta Strait, which is itself theocus of a number

of escalatingstrugglesbetweerstakeholders. Tib studywas motivated bya conviction that
understandinghis regionandthe seat the centre of jthe strggles and their stakeholders,

requires understanding of at least thiegekeyelements of h e  Snbhodeanihistdrys

Drawing ona range ofirchival and secondary sourcds studydepics the Strait in relation to

human movementhe Straitas a locus for colonial dispossession of indigenous pebel&trait

as a multfaceted resource minthe Straitas avaluablewaste dump anthe Straitas a place for
recreationfeecr eati on. Each of these f i v estpronmmenh sSi 0 n
atadifferentpoint in the overall period consideradd ©nstantly changing relations among the

five narratives are an important focus of the analyidis.evolvingroles of governance, science,
cultural representation and conservationismvironmentalism are considerégaoughout The

only common element linking the five narrativapart from the Strait itsels a pervasivewell-
foundedfear of losg fear ofa dangerous sea or fearle$ingaccess to thmarine highway, fear

of losing the Strait as indigenous patrimonyaea colonial entittiement, fear of losing its rich
terrestrial and marine resources, fear of losing waste dumping privileges, fear of losing the Strait
asrecreatioal space

The stidy concludes with a brief consideration of the five narratives in theezttury, their
contemporary interactions and their links with the histories considered in this study.
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1. Introduction

This collection ofclosely connectedssays about the Strait of Georgia or North Salish Sea
constitutes a complex portrait of a valued, contested, and vulngtabée It is offered because

| believe that an understanding of dédenvironn
with contemporary challenges. I f we want to
management challenges effectively, nat jassign blame for them, then we need to understand
them, and we canodt begin to understand them
historical geographies.

This studybrings together sometimes familiar material in new ways to yield new insights an
perspectives on a region not often considered as such. Taken as a whole, the five parallel stories
in this study offer unique perspectives on the historical geography of the North Salish Sea, its
islands and fringing coastlines. This is its contributidithough much archival research lies

behind this work, it examine few truly tumned stonesamong the least used of the many record
collectionsconsulted are the SPHEGhds and the Big-Brown papersBut most of the archivds
examined had already beewrked, some of them numerous times. Some of my richest material
already underpins authoritative studies by Dianne Newell, Cole Harris, Richard Mackie, Arn
Keeling and others, who assembled critical parts of the puzzle to meet their own particular and,

from my perspective, partial godis.

This studytells acomplexstory about a highly distinctive, contested coastal area defined by the
Strait of Georgia. What is distinctive about this region? It is a tremendously rich place, at the
center of modern Britis@olumbian history. The processes that took place here were not unique

to this region, but theywereexaggerated by the nature of the place. The indigenous people
dispossessed around the Strait were among the densest concentrations of indm@uiatiens

in North America. Th@rimaryresource wealth of the place concentration of rich mines,
teemingfisheries and extraordinarily valualiterestsi surpassed that of most other pksoga

the continenaindcertainly inthe territory that becam@anada The Strai t és mar i
notout of the ordinary by the grimy standards of twentieth century North America, but the

fisheries and recreational resources threatened by this polui@exceptional.



E. H. Carr spoke of the amorphouagges of historical facts as swarms of fish wandering a vast
and barely accessible sed.h e i f il landedl and bogaeezed into this study depended
entirely on my choices about where to look, what to look for and how to lodkefor In other
words as Linda Nash has described all historical understafdingnarratives of the Strait are
contingent, partial and situated. The study begins attreof formal colonization in the mid
nineteenth century because | was interested in examining precetse motion by settler
colonization of erstwhile indigenous space. The Stifééred a sort of laboratory, an isolated
corner of the world where processes of colonial dispossession, industrialisation and
globalisation often spread over four or fiveenturies elsewherenfolded much more quickly.

The study ends in the 1980s for several reasons. It was ambitious in scope and had to end
somewhere; the beginning of thegid rise oinecaliberalismin the 1980s marked a convenient
watershed, as remarkable on the Strait as elsewhere. Many relevant government archives began
to grow thin as the1980s progressed, while other kinds of relevant primary material virtually
exploded- both tendencies preseuditchallenges | opted to avoakceptin theimpressionistic

discussion of contemporary challenges on the Strait that concludes the study.

My interest in the Straitodés history stemmed
wherel hawewor ked around the worl d. How O60degraded
how did it get to where itistodayma s suscepti ble to environmen
Strait may be rapidly degradi ngFkemngneBrabdalps c | ©
loved the Mediterranean of which he wrote so compellifiglp, | have long been in love with this

maritime place But, unlike Braudel, | was actually born byetheathat | write aboutl escaped

back to itandhave strong personal attacénts to various corners of it remains an important
presence in my |ife. So my study is perhaps
nineteenth century Columbia Plain, in that this is a study of a place | consider home. It is also a
place tlat | and many others along the shore, in one way or another, fear losing. So, as Meinig

did for his home plage | have tried to see how this | itt
devel opedo during its tr ans itrialised settlér space | dlso a d i t
hope as Meinig did, that hi s hi st or i cal geography might st
Afconsciousness of their antecedentso and t he

r egi on al®Thatasttotsayithatsfar lbetter or worse, | am deeply engaged in the subject
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matter. | hope, as Michael Fellman suggestedfihatr ul y e n gshayld,my storiylsat or y
found ways to banarchic or at least irreverent, that it might challenge orthpdod assert

freedom of thought against constraints of received wisflom.

Colleagues suggested my return to academia in my dotage was a belated grab for status. They
were right in a way, though surely there were easier approaches. In HalkomelemSalishal

dialect, highs t at us peopl e are ones who Oknow their
ones who have become separated fromthefrhi s att empt to 6know my
the historical geography of the Strait of Georgia sineeotiset of colonisation has helped me

better understand my decades of work in the remarkablgr@d oni al i st fi el d o
devel opment cooperation. o | 6 m af rwahisdmemy vy e
of the traits othe idiotse vant i n UThdNamée of theERoSEIO the endless

irritation of my offspring, | often have trouble finishing a sentence in one language. | blurt out
just the right word in some otlire@r wmlsahridghdra gaeh t
iC sdzjoydemi st pop out vightevortdhe Ysf avelt hl iIElc® 60tsh & h ¢
can be a scarcely intelligible babble. | fear | may do the same here, offering snippets of the

jargon and ideas of various disciplines or-sigriplines wihout really mastering any of them.

| also focussed on this sea bemsthesythcaast i s L
of BC around the Strait is defined at least as much by its relationship with this sea as it is by its
ties to the contindrbehind the mountains or the Pacific world; it is useful to study the evolving
agency or role of the Strait in human affairs and vice versa. As Shawn Miller suggested in his
work on Latin America, if we aim to comprehend the changing roles of nature present and
future, then we need to situate natur al acto
p a s%Thisdan be challenging in the face of an impression, pervasive among historians, of the
sea as setting or backdrop for history eatthan a player in ftt My study aims to dispel this

impression, to demonstrate that the Strait itself, throughout the period examined, was a

significant agent in local human affairs, affecting different stakeholders in very different and
shifting ways. 1 has in turn been much affected by human affairs, in a complex dialectic that was

never static.



| subscribed to this familiar dogma of environmental historians but after that my choices were
more challenging. It is tempting to see the Straitandits €he as a O0r esource
done in one of the piecésat follow). Fish would be the obvious canary in this mine, if one were
focused only on the biphysicalchanges othe Strait. Fish have understandably been the object

of much writing about BCO0s changing coast al
understanding not just of the canary, but of the whole mine and the humans who exploited it.
Perhaps the Strait shouldtdee pi ct ed as an 6organic machi ne,
human nature similar t o Rtiiscthlskinddf hyiidj andass Co | U
something akin to a complex collection of gears and drive shafts and belts within a larger

machine thaall shift in shape, size and character over time. Or one could characterise the Strait
as a misused natur al empire, |ike Ddmesel d Wor
has certainly been much careless use of this sea and its resourceshéusimy t era of Eurasian
resettlement. It might also be seen as a once feared marine space, tamed and made productive
only to become toxic and dangerous again, as
Central Valleyt* And itis certainlyacane st ed coast al zone defined
Monterrey Peninsula, by the clashing needs and world views of competing stakettolthers.

problem is that the Strait of Georgia has clearly been all these things to some degree. To focus

on just one or tw dimensions of the complex, often confusing dance of humans and the rest of
nature around the Strait seemed to distort the story too much. | felt | needed to tell a handful of

the most important stories to represent the thing in a way that could diici.jus

The North Salish Sea hascomplicated history: even before the rich and timely contributions of
the post modernists and post structuralists, environmental analysts frequently noted that most
ecosystems, and coastal ecosystems more than mosthar&ably complex, mukdimensional

and contested places. Many influences mingle and interact, and perceptions of local reality are
almost infinitely varied. Diverse terrestrial phenomena such as logging, transportation
infrastructurewastedisposal and grks- to cite only a few affect coastal seas directly and via

the fresh water that feeds them. Human effects on the sea are at their most intense on the coast,
where marine resources are often at their richest and most accessible to humanity. All this,

before we contemplate the complex human geographies of these universally contested places.



My work in evaluating various complex activities around the world made me reticent to engage
with formal theoretical frameworks before | had gone through mucliriealpnformation and

the analysis of others; | wanted to look for the patterns that suggested themselves to me rather
than to impose my owa priori. | have seen too many evaluations virtually written before their

data were collected, the informationthe gat hered t o confirm the wr
Yet, acknowl edged or n odoexistoAt thednsost fundenemntat level,c a |
my study was guided by a belief shared with George Perkins Marsh that humans and (the rest of)
nature & locked in a complex and perpetual relationship of mutual influences upon each

other!® This assertiorseems selévident, on the table for at least a century and a half. Most
researchers and administrators concerned with this hamatane dialectic howeyr, still devote

very little time to understanding how it has evolved to where it is t&dEHyis study may redress

this situation in some small measure, helping those interested in relations between humans and
the rest of t he Sdrstaadihowiasd innwhdt direceonstthese bekattorts dave u n
evolved and why. By addressing a range of is
histories, it will | hope enhance our understanding of the rdutiensional historical agency of
thiswate body that both ties together and keeps
beeni and still is- the focus much of our work and play, our economy and culture, and our

political struggle.

This study- like those of Donald Meinig mentionedb ove, Andr ew Cl ar kds ¢k
others done before and after thegeessentially regional in approach. That is to say, it follows

in a long and diverse tradition of regional historical geography. Willanris Davis, one of the
founders of théAssociation of American Geographers, described regional studies in geography a

century ago as 0Ot he prleirans, he sgdiatb sydthesist thd réselts d i s

of othersdé work, of fdAall ot her iomobphrecftheo f pr e s
earthés surface, so that all the geographi ca
organic, shall be appr ec'?atisavduldiprobalilymethave t r u e

recognised my study as his kind of regibgeography but it might have earned some grudging
approval from Andrew Sayer decades | ater. My
empirical research Sayer described as being part of the new radical regional geography emerging
a quarter centyrago, and struggling to distinguish itself from more traditional approaches. My

history does, however, share some things with a study by Edward Soja that Sayer praised as a
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promising example for criti ¢%ikeSrog gofostudilof ge o
a Los Angeles massively involvedothmilitarism and popular entertainmenty work also

focuses among other thingsoniii r oni es of juxtapositiono and

human predicament, o 1° Saeral yeagsdatet Nigal THrifecanfirmedc e t s
that Aégoing back [to regional geography] ca
years ago, fAmost of the i mporéancapriodl fomsnd

Agrouped ar ound regioreal gpograpbyt | Tchee ofifi ndvooicnagt i on o f
geography cannot solve these problems but it certainly brings them into focus and, in the act of
focusing, it shows us how far we still have to §oThis nicely encapsulates the goal of my

study, which does not aim to solve complex problems by elucidating their historical roots but
rather, by bringing them into focus, hopes to help us see how far we have to go if we aim to deal

with them more effecti@ly in the future.

Assuming that my goals for this regional study implied a burden to communicate with a broad
audience, to make my oOf i ve,amineresin,dhavesteaedi v e |
away from what Dan &ly-acallenged argllagesofthiesdeiad s e mant i
s c i e fft hadto decide where and how to impose the distortions that are always needed in
order to tell clear and coherent stories. | narromgdaccountdown to a handful of the most

important issues, onelsdt | believed would be of most interest to a range of geographers,

hi storians and others | ooking at this sea. T
American film directed by Bob Rafaelson and filmed around the Strait (standing in for Puget
Sound)Asdidt h e titie,;/mme& spl ays on the contradiction &

tangled story of unresolved conflicts.

The study is broad in its thematic and temporal focus and, inevitably, reflects a contemporary
world view even while fring to understand those of past worlds. | have tried to be transparent
about my own positions while asking about those of my sources: What were the world views
behind them and what stake did my sources have in the Strait? They had many different
perspectres of course and one of the few things they had in common was a pervasive fear of

loss, a theme revisited in different ways in each of the five stories.



The best single explanation for my approach
demonstrang that if we want to understand the complex dialectic between humans and the rest

of nature that is at the heart of environmental history, then we need to view it from as many
different perspectives as possibiahis resonated for me after so many ye@osking with

highly motivated environmental advocates, and other passiongeadi@rs, whose perspectives

on complex problems (from my perspective) were often dangerously narrow. | felt a need to
explore a range of the many economic, cultural and eialofgctors that were so rapidly

changing conditionsy my study areaas did Axdrewlsenberg in his remarkable history of the
destruction of Great Plains bisddespite the great differences between those plains and this sea,
each placewasinitsowmay f@a mael strom of cultur&l, eco
aimed to explore as many narratives of this rdiltiensional inland sea as | could manage.
Peter Boomgaardds coll ect i &risandxampladfthis hi st or
approach, though I could hardly aspire to th
paraphrase Bruce Br au ffibhave depiated the Sirdit aBa@dce thata i n f
- like so many othersthe object ohumerous shifting and contradictory stories, so many

dueling narratives that one might better speak of many Straits with many different meanings
rather than suggest there mightbgd s i n gl e u n atstsllalbolt & kydt & Ctomon t h 6
has also mminded us, more than once, if we believe our research is significant then we need to

tell stories that can and hopefullyil be accessible and interesting for readers across disciplines
andbeyond?’ To achieve this required stitching together a patchwbskories in ways

accessible to this broader audience, stories that are lucid and focused, with connections between
them clearly traced.

John McNeill has suggested that environmental history might be classed into three broad streams:
materialenvironnental historygcultural or intellectual environmentaistoryandpolitical environmental
history?® My histories of the Strairaw onall three approaches to varying degrees to capture the
essence of evolving, interwoven hunraature relations around the sea. There was also a
fundamental challenge that historical geographers have faced for far longer: How, within a given
space,tocaptue t he compl exities of historical and
terms, to integrate historical stories of events happening one after thenattiezitander)with
geographic records of things occurring beside one anatékeiieinande?)An essentially

geographi c app rsoeaccthiofbmilengsat thee tStrait for @@mpde $n<L850 then
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again in 1914 and 1980wvas disposed of early because it seemed unlikely to capture the dynamics
of the changes occurring throughout theéqukrin each of the five storié8lnstead, | heeded
Fernand Braudel s admonition to aim for a #fr
attention to time than most geographers usually do, and more attention to place than most
historians®lhae accepted Andrew Clarké6s advice to f
place, and to interpret these changes in terms of the processes that affected them, to recognise that
understanding a geographic region like the Strait requires recognisirggptaase that is changing
constantly?! inhabited by diverse human actors who are likewise in more or less constant flux. ,|
have aimed to identify and understand a series of broadesommmic trends as did Stephen
Hornsbydés historical regi onal gamdparticalgintliyeir o f n
complex interrelaton®Tom Gri ffithsé study of Australiad
example of this kind of attempt at syntiee also in a context of recent colonial resettlement where
the new settlers often seem 6énot to have 1iv
profound understanding of the place and its rhythms that are needed to fully understand the

implications of their actions thefé.

Mar k Ci éhd 8¢ oGdgcaof t he Rhine Ri vé&mThbughvfacesedo f p
on a socieeconomic and cultural context much different from the Strait of Georgia, Cioc told a
story similar to mine in itsgme frame and geographic scope. | have t@asdhe digdto combine

study of the component geographic features of this aquatic system and its shores with
consideration of the diverse roles played in their transformation by a colourful and diverse cast

of actors. There are also differences: Our local problems to date pale in comparison with the
Rhinebs downward spiral through much of the
general are more easily made invisible, or almost so, by modern trangpatkseand are more
susceptible than seas to intense degradation. And people have been more inclined to notice a
riverbos degradation and react to idssvelmercei v
seen on the Rhine, the Thames or the Hudsoecent decades. But rivers and seas are also

similar in that both are defined not just by the water that moves through them but also by their
banks and shores, with which they are intimately linked. One cannot tell the story of a river or a

sea withoutelling the story of the surrounding land that defines it.



As Connie Chaing demonstrated with her work on the Monterrey Penfisaiastal areas offer
valuable insights about the arbitrary, artificial animatelyfutile ways in which human

societiesseek to separate our spaces for labour and leisure. Similar lessons can be seen in
competing claims from resource harvesters, waste dumpers and recreationists on the Strait of
Georgia. The twists and turns of evolving relations among these competingfuberStrait

have been subject to a shifting mix of outside influences and local circumstances, much as David
Rossiter found in his work on resource exploitation in the nineteenth century Alberni Canal and

Arn Keeling in his study of pollution on the lonEraser a century latét.

The Arationalisation of peoplebs relationshi
convergence of urban and rural domains that caused strife and marginalised some rural people
especially indigenous peoplavhile creating new opportunities for othéfs;ould all be seen
around the StraiLiket he game ani mals of Loods book, th
from objects of more of less careful management by local communities of users, towards

common resourcgsnis)managed through rules imposed by multiple levels of bureaucracies.

In its way, my study is also one of those local histories that Jean Barman wroté ainalrom
which | have drawn quite heavily in this study. It describes relationships betvwsstpéople

and the space which they have claimed as their own, on which they have tried to leave their
impression and which, in different ways, they often fear lodtrig.a local history micro

history is perhaps more correabout the mostportant Canadian water body west of the
Great Lakes? and the human communities that evolved around it.

Last but not | east, tabdidEdvafdvdMueabPpspieaesdé
on a Norwegian fiord known collectively as tfieTen S cr e a m to taptiNeathe savage 0O

and troubled splendour afplace. A Donald Meinigdid in hisfour weighty tomesboutthe

gradual imperial conquest of North Amerit®d, havesketcted adetailedstory that could also be
summarised in a fewgges (and is later in this introduction). Early in my return to academia,

learned human geographers suggested | should be open to the possibility of representing the
Straitods snggangeanddaintiogu\yith uncharacteristic modesty, | opted to stick

with the written word but in the process | have had pretensions of painting a compelling portrait.



Hopefully this emerges at least through the many striking photos geneotfesgdby the

provincial archives.

What is this Strait of Georgia?

What is this place that | will consider from five different anglgss, as are many coastal zones,

a relatively welcoming environment for humans. These fecund places where sea and land meet
andexertsomuchnf |l uence over one another are among
helps explain why they are also the focus of growing worries about the negative environmental

effects of human activities.

In recognition of the indigenous culture tligveloped around these linked water bodies, the

Strait of GeorgigFigure J, the Strait of Juan de Fuca, and Puget Sound are now known

collectively as the Salish Sea. The three are sometimes considered as a single ecological region.
This study considersol v t he Strait of Georgia or ONorth
wide on average, the Strait is the focal point of a region that is hotwe thirds of British

Col umbiabs popul ation, and the Strarythabs sett
differs in some ways from the other two lobes of the Salish Sea. The Strait of Juan de Fuca, is a
wide sound opening onto the North Pacific, shared almost equally between Canada and the US.
With the notable exception of Victoria, the Juan de Fhoaesis mostly straight and sparsely
populated. Its surface waters remain perishing cold year round. Extending south from the Strait

of Juan de Fuca, Puget Sound is an estuary of many small rivers, a labyrinth of narrow channels
and | ow i s | @&shdrsline isthe beawslyopapunlatedl heartland of Washington State,

the site of Seattle, Tacoma, Olympia and many smaller towns. The Strait of Georgia is delineated
from the rest of the Salish Sea by a barrier of Canadian and American islands. The &trait i
relatively broad inland sea connected to outside waters by a series of narrow channels at its north
and south ends. Dozens of islands line its periphery and the mouths of deep fiords along the
northeast shore. This complex shoreline of peninsulas,qrmmes, estuaries and plains has

been occupied by human communities for mill e
of the Gulf of Georgia is ... complicated ... so many island and mountainipgakay nothing

of bays, narrows, inlets, sods and channelsi t 6s not at &l 1 easy to ¢
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Peter Puget, sailing with Vancouver in the 1790s, also noted how dramatically the coast changed

north of (what would be named) the Fraser De
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inlets... steep rocky shores ... The change in so small a distance is truly wonderful, even at the
termination of these inlets high &4Tlewy mount
changsin altitude from shoreline mountain peaks to the adja@saft®r on Desolation Sound

arethe greatest in North Ameri¢&Forbidding shorelines in many places are punctuated by

cliffs, steep promontories, rocky islands and reefs. A coastal plain up to 25 kilometres wide has
developed in other places. Underlaingygnites often covered with glacial overburden, this

feature is known as the Nanaimo Lowland on Vancouver Island and the Georgia Lowland on the

mainland. The flood plain of the Fraser River is a triangular extension of the Georgia Létvland.

Geologically the Strait and Puget Sound are part of a depression within a coastal trough

extending from southeast Alaska to the Gulf of Califofpiahe trough originated from a down
folding of the earthés crust over ddefsitsaf | | i c
marine, noAmarine and volcanic material. Mountain building accompanied by folding and the
intrusion of igneous massifs continued until
by sedimentary and igneous rock uplifted to form thaddaiver Island Range to the west and

the Coast Range to the east. Volcanic activity was extensive in the Coast Mountains through the
glacial period, though ice covered all but the highest peaks. Sediments eroded from these new
mountains continue to accunate in the trough. The depression assumed its present form over a
million years ago, but is continually modified by dowarping, glacial scouring and the erosion

of bedrock. Lobes of ice from the Cordilleran ice sheet have advanced and retreatedoairleast
times in the last million years, leaving deepshhped valleys, interrupted drainage patterns, and
unconsolidated materials deposited by ice or glacial melt waters. Each ice passage rearranged the
physiography of the Strait, with low lying rock swés scoured, shaped and stripped of

weathered material while glacial moraines were deposited elsewhere in till and outwash plains
Savary, Harwood and James Islands are all remnants of this process. The main channel of the
Strait was not as deeply scousisome of its mainland fiords, and the relief of the sea floor in

the central channel is less abrupt than in these coastal inlets. The Strait is 430 metres deep off the
east coast of Gabriola Island but its average depth is 55 metres. As climate wadngktieers

retreated, a rising sea flooded coastal lowlands. Depressed lands slowly rebounded until a state

of rough equilibrium between land and sea was established around 11,000 years%go BP.
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The St r aidoddrysemmermand raild wet wintergh relatively long growing

season$ results from its midatitude location and warm Pacific currents. The region is

protected from Pacific storms by the mountains of Vancouver Island and the Olympic Peninsula.
Winds in the Strait normally range from@ 25 kph. Periodic cyclonic storms generate winds of

in excess of 90 kph though wave heights rarely exceed 2 metres. Fog is a hazard especially in the

northern Strait in winter and the southern islands in late suffmer.

Sea temperatures, salinity andritiaand intensity of tidal activity all vary greatly around the
Strait. Temperatures range from 0 degrees Celsius in winter estuaries up to 24C in Pendrell
Sound in summét Waters are clearest and saltiest at the northern and southern ends, but this
fluctuates especially with the rise and fall of Fraser River runoff which contributes 80% of fresh

water inflow and affects clarity, salinity and temperature north and sottle af/er moutH?®

The Strait is swept by serdiurnal tides of up to 6 metres that gently expose then flood beaches

in some places while driving roaring tidal rapids through narrow channels in others. Currents run
up to 17 kph in southern channels andsthim the north reach 26 kph. Seeing a narrows change
quickly from a millpond into a raging torrent is an experience not soon forgotten, particularly if

it is witnessed from a small boat. Yet there is far less flushing of water through the Strait than the
open Pacific because the islands at its northern and southern extremities restrict water movement
and mixing. Currents generally run countéwckwise round the Strait though this is modified in

many places by runoff, tides and wirds.

A great variety ofnarine and shoreline habitats support over two hundred fish species, three
hundred invertebrate species, a hundred and thirty four species of marine birds, and sixteen types
of marine mammal. Marine vegetation varies from plankton to giant kelp forelésy. @lement

of the Straitds great biological producti vit
are nurseries for the young of a wide variety of species, collecting and producing nutrients
fundamental for diverse food chains that link mipyankton and zooplankton to salmon, seals,

whales and sea birds through a wide range of intermediate f&&ders.

Human influences are inextricably bound with those of other organisms in theSiraldyr to

Christine Keinerodés Chesapeake Bay, the Strai
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accordance with physical laws and a human dominated landscape on which we inscribe cultural
practi ces *%Maturalmamedaulturahsysteis within this spaeeiafluenced and
transformed by one another; they combine to
6cul tural 6 but a hybrid. The various values
mutable, socially constructed over time and fyrsituated in their historical context. This study

of the Strait considers a period of rapid change in the values ascribed to the Strait and land

around it.

A short modern history of the Strait

The five fApiecesod of t hsowthe Straitdag 1)@ mdaersrof, asdaf f e r
barrier to human movement, 2) a site of rapid colonial dispossession and resettlement, 3) a locus
and facilitator of resource extraction, 4) a valuable but problematic waste receptacle, and 5) a
prized site for re@ation/rec r eat i on. They describe the Stra
movement around the sea, colonial dispossession in a rich coastal zone, and so on, processes tha
occurred in variant form in many other parts of the world. Together they defidle of this
regionbs character. Each piece traces i mport
against the backdrop of the bigger picture into which they fit. The follotuited account of the

Strait betweeri 849 and the 198Qsutlinesthis bigpicture of rapid colonisation, industrialisation

and globalisation on the Strait: processes that extended over hundreds of years elsewhere, here

compressed into a little over a century.

Carried back tdhe beginnings of the resettlement,exdate twetieth century observer might

have found the Strait of Georgia an odd pldicst adampVictorianversion ofi St ar War s 0
wherepeople from vastly different worlds met in and around the Hudson Bay Thets, by the

early 1860sa sinisterblenddi Li t t | e Ho us @ ndieaft of Darknés® asi r i e 0
Eurasian newcomers began to settle amongst the smallpox ravished ruins of indigenous society.
First settled after the retreat of the Wisconsin ice sheets, about 10,000 BP, the region had once
suppated a large population that depended upon its copious and diverse marine life.
Archaeologists cannot agree whether the first migrants had come by lanéfduseim agree

that by 3000 BP a highly developed culture had evolved on the Strait, partiemtarhd the

rich salmon runs of the Fras&erhaps as many &8,000 indigenous people lived around the

Strait of Georgia in the mid eighteenth century. Following the arrival of smallpox from Mexico
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and Alaska, and other disturbances, this populationbeegap r eci pi t ous decl i ni
crews witnessed the effects of devastation on the Strait in the 17@0slldt probablyhave

looked grimmesstill, following the passing of several more waves of smallpox and the
establishment of endemic diseasash & measles and influenza, for which locals had no

effective immunity or treatment. Salish speakers of the Strait may have been particularly hard

hit, suffering the effects of disease combined with aggression from neighbouring4ribes.

Starting early in th nineteenth century, a few outsiders with powerful tools and weapons moved
into the area. The forts they established at Victoria, Nanaimo and on the Fraser were exciting,
lucrative places to visit. Indigenous people may have heard stories of bad thnpgseihg

beyond the mountains. But few could have foreseen that these ungainly forts and hairy men

would eclipse their future on the Strait within two generations.

In 1850, the Strait was still a very long voyage from Europe or the eastern seaboardh of Nort
America. The men in forts knew that railways and steamships were transforming other places
and that Anglo American expansion had just leapt across the continent to California. Two tiny
steamships already plied the inland sea. It would not be long lséa@m® bcomotives reached

the Pacific and Wwen they did, they could burn Vancouver Island coal. Ogeamy steamships

would also soon reach the north east Pacific and would also need coal. A symbiotic relationship
soon emerged betwednfohecBaVabhnNagsebdbs| pesd r
comforting guns. The Straitdés tiny Eurasian
separating them from the Atlantic world were destined to shrink dramatically. Even before they
did, there wa much that could be shipped to the world: coal and the promise of other valuable
minerals, masses of fish that swarmed the river mouths and beaches, timber that surpassed even

the most spectacular eastern forests.

Indigenous people had thrived on fdooim the sea but European settlers needed European food.
The culturally determined need to first deforest then plough the land provided a plausible
rationalei at least to the new arrivalsfor claiming virtually all this land around the seaaifew

shot decades. Once vested in the imperial <cro
their way by selling it to others who would

new British land into tidy British farms. That was the theory at least,a hardy few would
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invest decades of almost unimaginably hard labour trying to make it come true. In the process
many remarked that, even if much of the soil was pootjriitger was valuable, thedimate

gentle the landscape beautiful, the fishing dmohting exceptional.

By the end of the nineteenth century, the Strait of Georgia was a significant new outpost of
Eurasian settlement in the Americas. Markets in California and across the Pacific were
complemented by new ones in eastern North Americe, no eached via an fdall
transcontinental railway. The arrival of rail transportation transformed the Strait as it already had
many other places. Imported technology imposed the order and predictability of the industrial

age. A growing fleet of steaers plied the inland sea, guided by lighthouses, buoys, and

publications predicting marine weather and tides.

Indigenous people became a minority in the 1890s but remained a critical component of the
labour force well into the next century. Dispossessatimarginalised by WWI, indigenous

people did not rise up en masse to protest their dispossession though they never stopped resisting
it. The Straités many arms helped keep indigdg

system. And indigenous pegle were kept busy working mines,canneries, mills, and fields.

Commodi fication of the Straités resources, &
earnest in the decades before WWI. Coal mining developed fastest and grew steadily. Fishing,
lumbering and metal mining were all established by the 1880s and experienced spectacular
growth. All depended on the Strait to ensure easy and cheap movement of people and goods.

Great expansion in economic activity went hand in hand with rapid growéttiergpopulation
(Table 1) and gave rise to a network of new settlements around the Strait. Released from
sanitary problems that plagued older towars] determined to learn from the mistakes of these

pl aces, these new settlements counted on the

The Strait 6s similantothattofsoutheansEnghamdrthan places at this latitude east
of theRockies. At least the gentler western side of the Strait might be transformed into
something resembling an Old World landscape. On all shores, people were coming to understand

that a protected sea, mild climate and available land made for a very pladasarib live.
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The bloom on the rose was wilting as the Str
greatest of European wars. By then, settlers had gone from strength to strength for decades. The
naval base near Victoria still guarded th&&mce to the Strait but Vancouver had become its

heart On completion of the railway, the smoky mill town between Burrard Inlet and the Fraser

Ri ver mouth grew very rapidly, as Victoriaos
Canal opened in 191¥%ancouver was drawing resources from all over the Strait and beyond,
transforming them a little and shipping them out alongside Canadian grain and minerals from the
rest of BC.

A railway building accident on the Fraser in 1913 had catastrophic effects on salmon runs that
were already being overfished. A few criticised the profligate harvesting of coastal forests and
their criticisms slowly appeared in government documents. Asf@nomic downturn the

same year, followed by the savage European war, then a global economic meltdown and another,
truly global war all ensured there was little progress towards resource conservation or the

righting of historic injustices on the Strattet the rich resources of the inland sea continued to
sustain many in the interwar years. It also continued to absorb all waste poured into it. Pulp and
paper plants appeared on Howe Sound and Malaspina Strait, attracted by the softwood, copious
fresh wate supplies and absolute freedom to dump vast streams of organic and chemical waste

into the sea. Growing towns increasingly depended on the Strait to absorb their sewage.

The pulp and paper plants and urban sewers were widely understood to be a jamaices.

wood fibre into paper offered an efficient and profitable way to use otherwise useless hemlock
trees and the vast waste of the forest industry, whose burning now contributed to dangerous fogs
on the Strait. Municipal sewers drew dangerous humateveagy from people and the streams

they needed, consigning it to a sea with apparently infinite absorptive capacity.

Although the interwar years are not widely associated with play, the Strait matured as a place for
recreation and rereation during tls period. Harried urbanites could find temporary relief on its
shores, a short steamer ride from the city. Others from further afield also found solace and places
to recreate and rereate themselves in creative ways. Broken men from both wars restored

themselves on its quieter shores. Growing numbers of people shared the joys of sport fishing.
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A new world order emerged after WWII, with Anglo America at the centre of the global

economy. The Strait was an appendage of North American imperial poweraddidn of

British. The thirty years after WWII were a period of unprecedented economic growth and
prosperity. Cars and highways had begun transforming human relations with the Strait before
WWII, but the process now accelerated dramatically. A growingor&tof roads and ferries

offered car drivers access to peninsulas and islands previously accessible only by sea. Seaplanes

able to reach remoter places also helped hasten the demise of coastal steamers in the 1950s.

Indigenous people neared the bottdntheir abyss as jobs in fishing, farming and forestry
gradually disappeared. Yet thalsobegan to figure in new narratives. Led by anthropologists
and archaeologists, writers and artists, more people in settler society were now inclined to reflect

onte Straités OFirst Nationsdé experience.

Resource extraction on the Strait rode the post war boom argkldasnseriously affected by

the conservationist impulse. Controlled mostly by a government committed to economic
intervention in the name of free ergase, and briefly by another committed to intervention in
the name of social democracy, Victoria was seldom much interested in conservation or
environmental protection. Challenges to unbridled resource exploitation came instead from a
new O6envisrmdn merrstpa Irsact ashaghel @arsorn aad Iacal conveitgluding
Roderick HaigBrown. Growing numbers of town dwellers were fed up with pollution.
Organisationsuch aghe Society for Pollution and Environmental Control became influential,
for a while, warning of threats posed to the inland sea by mill effluent, sewage, oil spills and
Osuperbepiosrurse and recreation activities had
lives and livelihoods. Beaches, seaside parks, summer cottagsspahtoats were all more
important than they had been earlier. One result was alarm at the many tiiorgspollution to
real estate developersiow threatening enjoyment of these pleasures on the Strait.

The chapters that follow fill in the detai$ these developments on the Strait. Their stories
parallel one another throughout the roughly 130 year period considered. The first story, of the
Straitdés relationship with human movement, i

the other tbmes. Colonial dispossession and resettlement were especially salient during the first
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Table 1 - Demographic Change on the Settler's Strait Local Populations, 18811981

18811 Population of BC: 49,450~ 2/3 on or near the Strait

Victoria area: Victoria: 5,925; N & S Saanich: 488
VI, north of Victoria: Cowi chan (and Saltspring Is.): 848; Nanai mo
Vancouver area:New Westminster: 1,500

1901- Population of BC: 178,65 60% on or near the Strait

Victoria area: Victoria: 20,919

VI, north of Victoria: Cowichan area: 3,613; Nanaimo area: 12,715; Comox area: 3,493
Vancouver area:Vancouver: 27,010; New Westminster: 6,499; Richmond: 4,802al&074
Islands (1891 figures):Gabriola: 125; Mayne: 197; Saltspring: 436

1921- Population of BC: 524,528~ 2/3 on or near the Strait

Victoria area: Victoria: 38,727; Saanich: 14,693

VI, north of Victoria: Duncan area: 7,445; Ladysmith: 1,967; Hamo area: 9,068; Comox area: 14,018

Vancouver area:Vancouver: 117,217; New Westminster: 14,495; North Vancouver city & district: 10,602; West Vancou
2,434; Port Moody: 1,030

Mainland, north of Vancouver: Howe Sound: 3,844; Powell River area: 3,599

Isl andhe sl andsd (southern): 3,804

1941- Population of BC: 817,86( 2/3 on or near the Strait

Victoria area: Victoria: 44,068
VI, north of Victoria: Duncan area: 13,835; Ladysmith: 1,706; Nanaimo (city only): 6,635; Courtenay: 1,737; Cumberlar
Vancouver area:0 Gr eat er Vancouver 0: 351, 491, of whi c h: New Wse
West Vancouver: 8,362

Mainland, north of Vancouver: Powell River area: 7,624

1961- Population of BC: 1,629,082~ 2/3 on or near the Strait

Victoria area: Victoria: 54,941, Saanich and Central Saanich: 51,828, Sidney: 1,558

VI, north of Victoria: Duncan town: 3,726; Lak€owichan: 2,149, Ladysmith: 2,173, Nanaimo: 14,135, Parksville: 1,183,
Qualicum Beach: 759, Courtenay: 3,485, Cumberland: 1,303, Comox: 1,756, Campbell River: 3,737

Vancouver area:Vancouver metropolitan area: 790,165, of which: Richmond: 43,323, New 886864, N Vancouver city &
district: 64,627, White Rock: 6,453, Surrey, 70,838, W. Vancouver: 25,454, and Port Moody: 4,789

Mainland, north of Vancouver: Squamish: 1,557, Gibsons Landing: 1,091, Sechelt: 488, Powell River area: 13,368,

1981- Populaton of BC: 2,744,467~ 2/3 on or near the Strait

Victoria area: Capital Regional District: 249,473

VI, north of Victoria: Cowichan Valley Regional District: 52,701; Nanaimo Regional District: 77,101, of which Nanaimo:
47,06; Parksville: 5,216; and Qialm Beach: 2,844

Vancouver area:VancouverdMetropolitan Areé@ 1,268,183, of which: Vancouver: 414,2&urnaby:136,494; North Van city
and district: 99,319; Delta: 74,692; West Van: 35,728; New Westminster: 38,550; White Rock: 13,550; and Port 4/@bdy:
Mainland, north of Vancouver: Squamish Regional District: 18,928; Sunshine Coast Regional District: 15,503, of which
Gibsons: 2,594 and Sechelt: 1,096; and Powell River Regional District: 19,364,

Islands (mid 1970s)a | | Al sl and 1000st o i slands: -~

19



Influences and actors on the Strait

The influences of governance, science, cultural representation and local conservationist and
6environmentalistd thinking thread through t
here, to familiarise the reader with actors and ideas that appartaract in different ways in

the five stories, but are not the main focus of any of them; their influences are enmeshed with

those of other actors and ideas in the cataract of unfolding events.

Governance of the Straitwas affected by shiftingnarfav e s about t heandseaos
settler governmens initiated or guidedmuch change on the Strait after 1849. A shift from
indigenous family and community based controc
radically different systems wasfundamental dimension of colonial dispossession. Authority

over space and resources around the Strait was divided among newly established municipal,

provincial and federal government actors.

Establishment of the colony of Vancouver Island in 1843ynatied the Strait of Georgia into a

British imperial legal order. British naval vessels cruised the Strait and indigenous people never
presented a sustained challenge to this new order as some groups had in other parts of North
America. Yet there were mamgts of resistance and these were sometimes suppressed with the
well-honed brutality of the British Empire. Occasional demonstrations of the settler
government 6s coercive power enabled newcomer

acquisition oflands they deemed suitable for agriculture, forestry and commerce.

Diverse government agencies strove to tame the nature of the Strait with navigation buoys,
lighthouses, port authorities, and piloting services. A growing body of new laws governed ever
more aspects of human behaviour on the Strait as Ottawa assumed jurisdiction over the marine
environment and Victoria controlled most land surrounding it. By the early 1970s, a complex

net work of players and | egi sl entofGransgpro ver ned
controlled lighthouses, buoys and a search and rescue service. Transport shared responsibility for
marine charts with the Hydrological Service. With the Department of Public Works, they

oversaw the dredging of navigable channels, mostiyaees. Public Works shared

responsibility for wharf and channel construction with the National Harbours Board, which

controlled all the Straitds major harbours.
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Strait as a coherent coastal zone wiidrine and terrestrial components, an approach often
undermined by provincial governments in control of land based actititiés. ct or i ad s
Department of Health Services supervised wat
safety. They coll aborated with the Pollution
Pollution Control Act. A Ministry of Recreation and Consematmaintained parks and

collaborated with a provincial Ministry of Lands, Forests and Water Resources to acquire natural
history sites and ecological reserves, of which eight were established on the Strait by 1972. A

provincial Wildlife Service cooperatetith Environment Canada to protect coastland birdlife.

These government actors implemented a body of laws governing human activity on the Strait
that had started with the British North Amer
maritime mattersféer BC joined Confederation in 1871. The first piece of settler legislation

directly concerned with the administration of the Strait was the federal Fisheries Act of 1868. By
the early 1970s, this was among Cdoousedand s mo S
regulating fishermends equipment and activit
substances harmful to fish into the sea. So, federal fishery authorities were de facto protectors
often not enthusiasticones f t he St r ayi ThedNavigabdet\Waters Ryaieatibn Act

of 1886 could also be applied to environmental protection though its principal focus was
controlling physical obstructions to navigation. Other federal legislation included the Canada
Shipping Act that controlled thmovement of vessels; it included a Code of Navigation Practices
and Procedures and regulated vessel registration and licensing, pilot services, safety inspections,
navigational aids, harbours, and coastal trade. It provided for investigation of watéopahd
collisions inside territorial waters. A Small Vessel Regulations Act passed in 1962 reflected the

growing importance of recreational boating.

Lobbying by opponents of the pollution in coastal rivers and the Strait began yielding results in
thel1 96 0s. The provincebds Pollution Control Ac
influence onthe Strat’.Vi ct ori ads environment al managemer
1970s with a provincial Ministry of Environment established in 1975. By tB8slBowever,

what Graeme Wynn described as a O0new dawnod o
wave of nediberalisnt® that left its own deep imprint on the public debate and progressive

reductions in government environmental management capacities.
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Sciertists onthe Strait - often working closely with governmestexercised their own

influence over human relations with the rest of nature on the Strait. Much as Matthew Evenden
demonstrated in the Fraser basiscience on the Strait helped shapd arient policy debate

and public understanding and was in turn influenced by public discourse and policy dialogues.

As with government actors, the work of scientists was oriented by prevailing narratives about the
Strait, but also contributed to shapihgse narratives.

The Straitébés scientists faced the chall enges
i a vast and mostly inaccessible subject with huge gaps in information and understanding.

Most early science on the Strait was what Suganriz e | | er t er me dtaihédmatv e nt o
determining what was there and how it could best be exploited by huimavesys similar to

thoseot he fi sh scientists who sought to unders
migratory salmof?theS t r a i tpbysicalscentistsymeasured quantities, distances and

velocities and how these changed over timehe processhey unlocked the secrets of the

Straités complex tides.

Marine science grew rapidly after 1950, mostly practical studiesmamercially important

fisheries. Gathering marine data remained challenging and the number of studies relatively
modest compared with research being done in fresh water in eastern North America. Much
marine science r emai ne dassbnurderstanding yafuable marineh a
food chains. Joseph Légaré detailed the critical role of the Fraser in assuring abundant plankton
popul ations at the bSTshee opfr otdhuec tStvriatiyt 6osf ftohoio
became the object &dng term oceanographic studies that determined an area of roughly 1,200
square kilometres surrounding t hif&ishstudiesne wa s
concentrated on salmon, the most important commercial species, with relatively feas sfudi

other species. As late as the early 1970s, little work was being done on ecological relations

among marine plants and animals or the effects of human activities on marine eco¥ystems.

By the 1980s there was growing attention to the threats possahiglex organic pollutants
from the St PStudiedd thepetiektpof heavy rhesals associated with pulp and

paper making were also carried out, thoaghin,fewer than elsewhere. Some have suggested
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these scientific inquiries were underminey t he f ami |l i ar process of
uncertainty Wherein targeted industries sowed doubt about their impacts to minimize threats to
their operation§’ Rising public concern nonetheless stirred the interest of the scientific
community. Mary Barker noted that scientific opinion had converged in two areas by 1974: the
need for better management of activities along the shores of the Strait and its estaathes

need to reduce damage from effluent discharges into the 8tFaie. flushing action of currents

and tides was thought to reduce threats of pollution damage but the longer term effects of these
discharges remained essentially unknown. Currentsiéeslwould spread any oil spilled in the

Strait, a cause of much public concern by the late 1960s. Currents also drove coastal erosion and
deposition, another object of growing interest as scientists and engineers struggled to manage the
effects of chanigg marine sediment movements associated with building new port facilities

south of the Frasé?.

Somescientists on the Strait challenged governments. Robin Harger, a UBC zoologist, became
president of SPEC, the most high profile local environmental grotie 1970s and much
concerned with marine pollution. Harger crit
policies. When he was denied tenure at UBC in 1970Gtwrgia Straighhewspaper
condemned the O6archaic aent tWaletsdr oGagde Har
theyasserted, was part of a national <crackdown

60ctobe® Crisis. o

Cultural representation of the Strait Local writers and artists offered many of the most
compelling visims d the Strait in the twentietbentury and stimulated change there, even as

they too were influenced by it. They descrihb
speakersé6é world to a danger ous, ofcamnoditesfatul , |
the far edge of insatiable global empires. Writarsh aslack Hodgins depicted a place that was
alternatively a rough and quirky new resource and industrial landscape, an escape from the

modern industrial world and an eatopia rich n religious, iconic and health giving properties.

Graeme Wynn suggested that until recently, most fiction writing about BC had expressed
utilitarian views of the environmeftSimilarto6 i nv e nt & ys wiscch ewmcacrek t al k-

Strait mostly as a setting for human endeavours and a resource storehouse there to satisfy human
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needs. Many described the backbreaking labour of clearing homesteads. But there are also many
lyrical passages from early pioneer$ro t hought theydd died and g
regular hard work. Nature writer Mack Laing on his Comox stump ranch often felt this way. Eric
Duncan, a nineteenth century settler poet of the Comox Valley, swore that if a group of Shetland
Islandes arrived suddenly in that vallefl,t hey woul d have thowud@ét t h
nortfiction writing of Roderick HaigBrown - an outstanding conservationigien

environmentalistyoice on the Stratwas al so a fAprol ongt¢?’d cel ebr

Visual representations of the Strait have been as diverse as the different strands examined in this
study. Ted Hughes 6 suehaatadgmith Habhour celebrabedad of p | &
owadarnkg Str ai t 0:-hewn buteomerly glateedrly underchungah domination.

TonyOn | edyedns/ watercolours portrayed a dreamy and idyllic Strait forever on summer
holidays. More recently, Lawrence Paul Yuxwe

angry spirits offer proof that the dispossessstory has never been forgotten.

Al l en Pritchard refuted the suggestion that
BC literature®*i t was particularly ill adapted to th
best known writer in resahce, depicted his place on Burrard Inlet as paradise, most famously in
Under the Volcand.owry expounded further on the Strait as threatened paradise, and his fear of
losing his watery haven, i@ctober Ferry to Gabriold* Such fears are a recurrent theemn

settler discourse, artistic and otherwiselnivention of the WorldJack Hodgins worried that the

6perfect Edendé extolled by James Douglas was
the Eden threat ene’dSinblayfeash ea pipEda re dSwinn dM. e Wy | |
The Curve of Tm€éwher e the threat is emboHaeldei Bithe

early 1950s playhe Damnation of Vancouveras written well before environmental concerns
began appearing in poems and plays. He tells of the city on trial before by a cast of historical
figures, condemned forthiet he f oul ed and profit c¢clogged Fr

with fireandf i naammcak 60i ts citizehsd moral corruption

Nanai mods Tim Lander s as sTe AblilaaddSe@aPodms orkheo f p ¢
Gulf of Georgiain 1992 He wasnspired by
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: .the annual 0Save the Strai tlkdyakdarowat h o n
from Sechelt to Nanaimo to publicise the degradation of our inland sea, and the danger
that what was once the richest fishing grounds in the world might become more like the
Mediterranean or the North Sedittle more than a toxic dead coe.”®

Landers maintained that people had done too little to nurture this sea that had nurtured them; it

had now become so degraded that it could no longer support people as it used to.

Conservation and environmentalism on the Strait Philosophies o€onservation and

environmental protection on the Strait reflected broader continental and global trends, filtered
through the |l ens of the St r &d%AsGhsstesNomlundand ¢ u |
others have pointed out, the values assigned to landscapes (or seascapes) are social®€onstructs.
Conservationists and environmentalists played a growing role in defining these constructs of the

Strait as the twentieth century oided.

Some settlers brought with them the notion that a great water body might be transcendent, even
sacred in character. The Thames had always been considered holy by some living on its banks,
as had the Ganges, the Nile, and the Dafitivet such resgctful views had to contend with

many others that saw great water bodies simply as resources, there to serve humanity. On the
Strait as elsewhere, early conservationism was more utilitarian than worshipful, largely

concerned about human welfare and howmate coul d ensure it. The 0
emerging in the latter part of the twentieth century reflected a growing fear that human survival
might be more linked than had earlier been recognised with the welfare of natural systems, now
fearfully assaultetty a wide range of human activities. Melda Buchanan of Comox illustrates

this transition. She launched her career from a corner of the Strait where old school
conservationism was well established ahddrew on the fortune of the distinctly-un

conservatnist Comox Valley Logging CompadyBuc hanan was a Opioneer
in the Comox Valley where she fought to rest
final decades of the century, starting with Comox Harbour. Careless human ussdshas

turning a teeming marine cornucopia into a sterile and barren wasteland. Buchanan believed
governments had to restrain humanityods baser

governments did this properly. She left legacy funds teefiftecal environmental groups.
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Other environmental activists and baokthelanders sought advice from old cengationists

such aghe scientist/teacher/artist/photographer/ornitholaggstiralisthunter, Hamilton Mack

Laing® Many naturalists elsevene in the Americas had been inclined to see nature as a
masterpiece of divine creation, mostly benevolent towards hunfanitging was not of this

school. Born 1883, raised on a Manitoba farm and schooled in art in Brooklyn, he had a front

row seat on th Strait for sixty yearsAs did many people in those years, Mack Laing loved
Obeneficial 6 ani mals or pl ant si espedalyhmwdted ot h
kinds of birds- as loyal friends. Otheiisincluding cats, cougars and bald eaglae destroyed

without a second thought, to defend his frieffds.

Roderick HaigBrown was a generation younger and a more transitional figure who eventually
bridged the gap between conservationism and environmentalism. Born in Sussex in 1908, Haig
Brown arived on the Strait as a young man and began a half century career as a logger, trapper,
guide, fisherman, magistrate and prolific writer. He moved to Campbell River to hunt cougars
and write about it. fAJust abouitd.evfelrty wdsace
tremendously exciting for anyone from England... this practically untouched world of fish and

wi | d " Hdig@rown returned briefly to Depression era England but escaped back to the
shores of the Strait as soon as he could afford the pastages a welestablished nature
writer by midcentury. Signsof Halr owndéds move towards an envir
appear in hi€950book Measure of the Yeahumanity, he contendedeeds to recognise not

just its dependence on naturasources but its intimate, emotional ties with natBirée

recommended community level engagement to address environmental problems. Battles over
Buttle Lake in nearby Strathcona Park then helped transform bottBHaig wn and BC6 s

environmentalisni® He became an eloquent spokesman for the need to preserve parks.

Haig-Brown displayed all the sensibilities of an environmentalist by thel®&Ds. He likened
the situation on the Strait to deepening environmental crises further east: filthy reatieges of
lower Hudson and Potomac rivers, he suggested, were indicative of where the lower Fraser
might be headed. What spilled out of the Fraser, he reminded his readers, flowed counter
clockwiseall around the Strait, past Cape Mudge and back along thereatee of Vancouver

Island®°
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By the late 1960s HaiBrown was expressing the fear of losing his coastal paradise that now
figured in many settler narratives around the sea. The Strait, he explained, was at the far end of a
long, dishonourable road ofrerexploitation, waste and destruction stretching across North
America over 150 years. The bills were coming due. Recreation values, fisheries, and aesthetics
were all being rapidly degraded; the Strait was reaching its limits as a cess pool for inalustria

domestic wasteé!

HaigBr own sounded more positive again by the
changeso he saw in public attitudes and a fis
environmental ef f ec twasréachihdgintsall formswoflumans ci ousne
endeavour, even government, and it captured the imaginations of young people in particular. He

was confident nothing would reverse this, tF

fostered to openuptheconnent © woul & be abandoned.

Environmental activism emerged as a force on many shores of the Strait in the 1970s. Grass root
organisations mobilised behind many issues, from opposition to transmission line construction

and careless real estate developnoenthe Sunshine Cod3to a local community association

on Lasquet. l sl and that insisted their citi z
a delightful but small and f%T%hgrmosterominentt of
NGO wasSPEC®f ounded i n Vancouver in 1968 by Gwen
aged, middle class couple ... neither radica

rapidly rising public and media awareness of environmental problems that swept ithét Stra

was among Canadads | argest environment al gr a
35,000 member¥ SPEC addressed many issues in the early 1970s; on the Strait they focused on
the pulp and paper mill pollution. SPEC depicted forest indugnt,gVlacMillan Bloedel as
Tyrannosaurus Rex 0t h e ki nAgnaloftive SREC Istink bermbsttack on a Vancouver
meeting of the Council of Forest Industries was headline news. Such direct action was
controversial within SPEC, causing conflictbeéme O6r adi cal s®é who suppor
wh o d°f Memldets in smaller communities dependent on the forest industry recoiled at these
tactics and many quif SPEC was more sedate by the 1980s, evolved into a model advocacy and
research NGO, with amial budgets d5200,000 for research, policy advice and participation on

committees. It was proud of its role in stopping oil port construction and reducing municipal
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poll ution of the | ower Fraser. I t | odidoeiited f C
was dumped into English Bay. This new, less incendiary style may have failed to capture
imaginations, in any case SPEC was waning by the 1990s, with annual budgets a third of what

they had been a decade earffer.

A new perception of the Strais @ precious, threatened place was shared by many, especially in
Vancouver and Victoria and the islands between. One dramatic result was the Islands Trust, a
unigue experiment in combining preservation and local planning on a dozen major islands of the
Stmi t. A Trust inventory of the Straitods biot
Whal es and other marine mammals were valued
opportuni t i%The Trust visidn was not wnivedsally shared. Maumardwellers

around the Strait, still dependent on resource extraction, felt increasingly threatened by these

visions of odédenvironmentally consciousd ur ban
Pervasive fears of o6l osing their Straito

Fearsob| osing their Straité were not confined
fears constitute a penvas leitmotif across the themes, narratiaesl actors considered in this

study. Use of this precious space, so deftly wrested from its owaftersl849, was regularly
contested by various stakehol deecreationaldadand f ear
marine space wellheeled Americans, losing salmon and other fish to a confusing matrix of
causes, losing public recreation sparedustry and private property owners, and soSath
feasoflossarea r ecurrent theme in environment al hi
of islands in Puget Sound bemoaned profligat
forests!®®He war ned t h e i ther bndy nethaining sigoifcaneresgureeould

similarly slip awayWhite blamed technologies changing faster than capacities to cope with their
environmental effectsas did Richard Rajal¥? Fear of loss on the Straitas a more complex,

multi-facetted affair, with many causes.

In The Resurrection of Joseph Bouttaek Hodgins suggested local worries about loss could be
traced back to stories of dispossessed indigenous p@dpldre s et t | er sd arri va
unleashed a scenario familiar in the western hemisphere involving denial of indigenous rights,

destruction of their cultures and appropriation of their resources, facilitated by introduced
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diseases and consolidated jtiement. By 1850, Britain had successfully asserted its claim

over this space in the face of challenges from Madrid, Moscow and Washington. The

subsequent colonization of Vancouver Island was seen as a necessary step to avoid losing it in
the face of 8ing American influence in western North America. The tiny settler community saw

the British Navy as a critical counterpoint to a daunting threat. In 1859, with a rising flood of
mostly American miners rushing toward the goldfields,Bhigsh Colonistnevspaper feared

the US was trying Aéto wrench t heohkoeghthe t o tF
summer of 1859 th€olonistwas full of stories of the disputed San Juan Islands and whether the
border would follow Rosario Strait or Haro Straft A dozen years later, as the British colony

was passed to Canada, the dispute flared up again, and again American claims were dangerous

threats to settler control of the rich inland sea. A decade after thabtbeistasserted that the

Washington Treatyedi ng San Juan | sland to the US, wa
Americans military control over &Amidssteis t o o0
paranoia about | osing 6éour sead to o6foreign

presence on the Straitoading coal, carrying out target practice and occasionally shelling unruly
Indians. By the early twentieth century the question of the maritime boundary had been
peacefully resolved, and the Esquimalt naval base in Victoriawasme en as t he St
protector from more distant enemiés.

As fears of geopolitical threats diminished, there were many other diverse kinds of loss to worry
about. Early settlers feared being excluded by the machinations of land speculators. Mackie
repgted that fApeople in Comox of all/l politica
adamantly opposed to theSEN land grant 8’ Frederick Nunns in Campbell River complained

in 1890 thati Al | the | and around heculagorsiardcaalow i n t he
c o mp a HSFarty yedrs after securing the Pacific railhead, Vancouver engineers extolled
their port as a critical l'ink i n the British
about thedegradation of the i t y 6 s pqu fa@litess ounsow t hr eatened by 0
finaced i mprovemenhsérasted. par sk §%0thersdetir por &
threatened by Japanese settlers and fishermen. Provincial politicians before WWI worried in
private abouttheeed t o replace Japanese fishers witHh
the issue. The BC Attorney General spoke in 1912 of the need to get white fishermen into

sal mon fishing and Japanese fishermen out. |
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fishermen availablét® In the late 1930s, with the threat of a global war looming and imperial
Japan | i kely to be an e n eamnlotherQoalavdterstoket Iscala n d 6 s
paranoia. The Japanese, Dickie reminded readers, had a straldgbe fishing and would be a

fifth column on the Strait, 30,000 strohg.

An enduring fear concerned complicated threats to salmon residing in or passing through the
Strait. Concerns about overfishing the Fraser Sockeye emerged before the detasating 6 s

Gate slide of 1913. Stocks slowly recovered but by-ceidtury Roderick Hak@rown was
warning of rising threats to fA...one of the
careless forest harvesting and pollution. He was worried a&fi@ats of proposed hydro dams

on the Fraser and suggested the figradual des

future of th¥ Fraserés sal mon.

Anot her abiding fear was e mtbaadquisitthe, moisy, 6t he ma
destructiveoutsider who threatened a place cherished by the Blanchett fariihei@urve of

Time'®*l ndeed, a 0 ma figurtaftenthre@enédivdlued recieatién space on the
Strait, though he was often more lo&4lAgain, HaigBrown sounded the alarmginting to a

neglectful province opening park gates to miners and log4tThis fear emerged again in the
1960s, with widespread worry that the Strait
foreignersé6, especi alSuryepoitede 1963c ans. The Vancoc

...the years since the war have seen miles of waterfront and whole islands gobbled up by
wealthy Americans and foreign investors. Islands and waterfront areas once open to the
public are no longer available... The park idea came too late tarsaweof the best
spots. 116

Such worries were exaggerated bydme r i can senti ments in the |

They figured in the 1972 provincial election, when a tweyggrold Social Credit government
fell. Karen Sanford, the victorious NDPnzhdate in Comox, had played on widespread fears,
claiming

Too much BC land is being sold to foreign investors. Too much BC land is controlled by
foreign nonresidents. Too many Canadians cannot afford to own land in BC. Pressure of
foreign buyers has canituted to high land costs!’

The I sl ands Trust reported three years | ater

by é0monm diahe publi@ and government managers also fretted over an invasion of

American pleasure craft on the Strait. Victec
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American craft far outnumbered Canadian craft in marine parks around the Strait. The visiti

fleet of US registered boats was expected to reach between 15,000 and 25,000 each summer by
the mid1980s, taking up moorage in favourite bays and inlets and dumping sewage; American
boats anchored for free in the parks, they said, and overstretchied search and rescue
capacities!®

On a number of the islands in the Strait, newcomers and old time residents engendered mutual
fear. To longtime residents of places like Denman or Quadra islands, thet@#oklanders

who started appearinginthedat 1 96 0s mostly | ooked | i ke unwa
who had rapidly become a serious threat to the established order. As old timers saw it, these
arrivisteswere undermining the rights of aging farmers, loggers and fishermen to do what they
warnted on their islands. The newcomers found many old timers ¢émecienew found paradise

they were determined to protééf.When Islands Trust froze large scale land developments and

established a preservationist planning agetidmewcomeré v prevaled on many islands.

Despite these pervasive o6fears of | ossd amon
is not a traditional tale of environmental decline but rather a story of the shifting multiplicity of
ways that the Strait affecte@qple living around it, and they it. It considers a number of

duelling or parallel narratives, each of which involved stakeholders who quite correctly
perceived various existential threats to Ot Hh
examiningthese different narratives and the complex relations among them, this study attempts

to demonstrate the value of considering them together, to demonstrate that it is necessary to have
some grasp of the diversity of relations between humans and the mestief on the Strait if one

is to have a reasonably accurate understanding of the overall human / nature relationship there.
Such an understanding in turn, | contend, is necessary if one wishes to participate wisely in this

relationship.
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2. The Sea as Batrrier, the Sea as Highway

Vast and turbulent expanses of open oceans clearly present more challenges to human movemen
than do protected little seasch aghe Strait of Georgia. Yet whether any sealsaier or an
opportunity for human movement has much to do with the skills, knowledge and technology of
those contemplating it. The indigenous cul tu
kilometers of coastline for millennia before 1849 had apgmated relationship with a

ubiquitous sea that presented them a ready means ofteamelar endless food supply and a

means of purification, but also life threatening storms and tidal rapids. By the early nineteenth
century indigenous people had adapto life by the sea in a myriad of ways, moving people and
material around it with relative ease in canoes wrought from giant cedars. Throughout the period
considered in this study, relations between the inland sea and the movement of humans and their
goods changed constantly. Shifting technologies tempered the agency of, thedsearratives

about that agencyut it always acted as both barrier and highway.

Cookdés and Vancouveros |l ate 1700s voyages orn
understanding of the northeast Pacific shore and speeded its integration inrteicditsand

global trading network$§The Hudson Bay Company (HBC), moving west in the first half of the
nineteenth century, incorporated the Strait of GeorgiaintoabroadeCo |l umbi ad r egi
established sea links with Britain, Hawaii and California that underpinned the export based
economy to emerge on the inland sea later in the century. In the process, the company initiated
patterns of movement among their estalptishts on the lower Fraser River and in Victoria and
Nanai mo that became familiar, moving goods a

navigational challenges with its first steam powered vessels.

Colonisation by a seafaring people18491880s

British colonisers of the Strait were increasingly confident of their ability to seize the

opportunities the global seas offered those with the knowledge and courage to master them. The

their national character. In the 1870s, Robert Louis Stevenson suggested Britons were possessive

towards the sea, and the sea symbolised their natiemmore than the imperidibn. It was
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t hei r i ..the scéne df Joarfygkeatest triumphs and dangers, and ... [we] claim it as

our ©OHAvndedcade | ater an article on the 6origi
seat 0 whom the séA tiwrm dfr utethédhoanentoury chil dr
British boyés Aracial | ove for the®sead and

The British love affair with the sea was transcendent yet practical. Long before John Masefield
became Britainoés Seaketeextlaanedhebdt € ,0 Migso ploevn t o
again bo respond to a Awild and .cobhiesea, wogeaintb (t he
their character, they believed, stood for much that was admirable in that character: beauty,

power, conquest, redemption, questiifg, healing and soothing. The British also recognised

the practical value of this love match. Young Britons were taught their global dominance of
commerce resulted from their command of the SHasse were people who could believe

destiny had preparetiém to control the distant Strait of Georgi&ritain was among the few

imperial powerghati like the Spanish and Americahsvasable to exercise power on a distant

sea. The colonies of Vancouver Island and later British Columbia were among thremmutst

placesofthemithi net eent h century 8Europeansdé O6known

Colonists on the Strait at micentury virtually all came by sea. Getting there was considerably

more challenging than sailing within it. Most oceanic travel to the Strait continlerldone in

sailing ships until the end of the nineteenth century. A sea voyage to Victoria from Great Britain
in 1849 could be almost wunbelievably |l ong by
east and west coasts of the US had already fatiesiderably by the early 1850s, thanks to rapid
improvements stimulated by the gold rush in CalifofrBait for manythe months otlosely

confined travel voyaging from Britain to Victorfead more in common wita sojourn in outer

space thawith most 2% centurymarine orterrestrial travel.

The trip around Cape Horn from London to Victoria, usually via the Hawaiian Islands to take
advantage of winds and trade opportunities, took five or six months if all wen¥Weth the

British Colonial Officehad considered the option of transporting emigrants via the Isthmus of
Panama instead of around Cape Horn to reduce the journey by a few weeks, but eventually

deci ded it woul dnot be worth®®Panamaés heat,
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William Lomas,lateran Indian Agent in the Cowichan Valley, left behind an account of his
passage from Liverpool via Cape Horn in 1862
of his voyage, it wablkely diminished by the time he reached Victoria. He traveheelative

comfort but it was a daunting voyage:

July 11: The feelings of an emigrant on leaving the shores of his native land must be felt
to be understood... dear ones whom you have seen, perhaps for the last time, will flash
across your mind and do not tend to make the day a happy one...

The endlessdays of seasickness:

July 13: ...You can have no idea of feeling sick for three or four days together without the
slightest relief...
July 15: So sick...

Months of sharing close and uncomfortable quarters with unpleasant travelipgions:

July 22: ...My companions ... are anything but pleasant ... the most disgraceful fellows |
have ever been amongst. Most ... cannot speak ten words without two or three oaths, and
they are all a drunken lot... cabin is very close.

Bad food and seices:

July 26: ... The ASilistriao has never t
fitted out... the mustard and pepper have beenuwmmbundand nomill to grind with.
The cooks are disgusting fellows, very dirty, and scarcely ever sloerwe started.
The doctor... always drinking...
Uneasiness about the new country:

August 20: Saw some Columbian papers from April which gave very black accounts of

the hardships of persons arriving without at least £100. Many of our passengers are

wishi ng themselves back in England, but.
Then, after a month and a half at sea, except for the terrifying prospect of sailing through the

mountainous waves, snowstorms and icebergs of Cape Horn, things begin to look up.:

August 25: ... If | were starting again | could pay my passage by taking out articles to sell
on board ...onions sell at 3d each... 2/ is refused for cheese per Ib. Wilson and | have
bought two hams, nearly 50 Ibs weight. We can sell for 1/6 but are waittiigt is 2/...
October 28: Sold my champagne at 50% profit...

Otherwise, conditions did not improve as they approached Victoria:

November 4 fA... Several rats are found,
to the flavour. The biscuits,apare all alive and ... the maggots are of a very large breed.
TheSilistiadi dndét stop at Honolulu and arrived aft

passage of any sailindg vessel that has Dbeen

The time needed get to the Strait frdme tvorld outside declinesteadilyas ocean going steam
vessels increasingly replaced sailing ships and transcontinental railways reached the Pacific in

California. A dozen years after Lomas, future trader and politician on the Strait, Michael Manson
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spentbarely thirty days crossing the Atlantic by steamship to New York, travelling by train to

San Francisco and then by coastal steamer to Vicforia.

Steam was gradually replacing sailtbe Strait itself yesailboats continued to be widely used

for movingpeople and goodsto the twentieth centuryHomeric accounts of trips around the

inland sea in those years describe unpredictable adventures in the face of currents, winds, fogs,
and uncharted reefs and rocks. Frederick Marsh recounted the story pioddvwaian on North

Pender Island, about sailing to Nanaimo for the first time in the 1870s. The trip of about 80
kilometers took days through calms, fogs and rapids. On the way he met Natives boiling dogfish
oil on the beach and Portuguese Joe Silvey athtian family in their beach home. He spent

four days waiting out a fog. THeolonistdescribed a similar odyssey by vacationers in 1881,

sailing for days from Saanich to Cortes Island, through a gauntlet of riptides antfgales.

Nineteenth century daig vessels equipped with a compass, a lead, a sextant and a chronometer
were not well adapted to navigating the inland sea. The Strait was relatively calm much of the
time, yet winter winds were fierce, currents poured in and out, endlessly changing amon
countless islands and reefs. Long narrow fiords on the northeast shore were especially
chall enging for navigators. The seads north

a mountain river in spring.

The Strait was hazardous for navigatofsny vessel in the 1850s and 60s. It was particularly
dangerous for gold miners in the late 1850s. Eager to reach the Fraser River gold fields, they
were ready to travel between Victoria and the river mouth in anything they could find. A
colonial official at the time reported

... Numbers perished in these hazardous voyages; many ... the maze of archipelagos ...
from Discovery Island to ... the Gulf of Georgia; and many more ... that stormy and
dangerous gulf, dangerous even for strong and large stedroarshe peculiarity of its
currents and from other causés.
Judging from the many reports of wrecks and salvage operations publishe€oidhest,the
1860s and 670s were good years to be a salva
ships in and out of Nanaimo figured in many navigational mishaps. So did vessels going through

Plumper Pass (now Active Pass) and Seymour Narf®ovee hazards were reported more than
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others by Victoria journalists whose city had an interest in toutingEsqna | t 6 s har bour

upstart Burrard Inlet.

Ottawa assumed responsibility for marine spa
soon began addressing the Straitds navigatioc
Fisheriesot heical hdigemant ncol onyo was named i
of St e atighthauses{lustrationl1) and other navigational aids werrly federal

priorities on the Strait. From the colonial authority they inherited a single lightship at the Fraser
mouth. A lighthouse was built at the entranc
Entrance Island in 1877. Buoys were installed or aggd on Burrard Inlet, English Bay,

Gabriola Reef and Trincomalee Chantfel.

An informal and poorly organised pilot servi
were often drunk. 't didndét apmue ant etdo ibe . a |
taken to sea on any vessel against their will, shall be entitled to claim from the master or owner

of such vessel the sum of five dollars per diem until the date of their arrival at the Port of

Vi ct o'fAfteman.187®report of a ghvreck on Plumper Pass called for investigation of the

pilot service, Ottawa began to organise a more formal sy$tem.

Ottawa was keen to invest in BCb6bs ports, cl e
reached the coast. The Straitwabte a vi t al part of the chain
resource industries with Asian markets. Burrard Inlet was recognised early on as one of the best
locations for the rail terminal. The inlet had no settlement on the scale of Nanaimo in the 1850s;

its own transition began in the early 1860s. To facilitate navigation, the British Admiralty

publi shed marine charts using Captain George
between 1860 and 1862. Sawmills on Burrard Inlet were soon exporting lumires

Pacific. From the mid860s to the late 1870s, more than forty oegaing ships a year loaded

lumber on the inlet®

Al t hough Burrard I nletds good entrance and g
Victoria newspapers often enumeratedet mai nl and portds drawbacks

from the treacherous weather of the Strait, and Plumper Pass was often dangerous. Burrard
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Il nletds first and second narrows were barely
16 kph in full fload. Furthermore, American guns, if placed on the San Juan Islands, could close
the Strait entirely. These hazards coul d be

the Pacific %8

. Courtesy of BC Archives collections - Call Humber: A-04588
iovaL BC Museum Heb: www.boarchives,.gow.bo.ca Emai @ accessBua. boarchives. gow.be.ca
(C» - Prowided for Research Purposes Only — Other Use Requires Permissi

lllustration 17 fiGeorginaPoint Lighthouse, Mayne Island ca. 1880 (photo: Richard Maynard). Ottawad s
growing network of |ights and buoys helped ships navi

While theColonistmight stoke fears of losing ships on the Straitastéowboats there helped

reduce the hazards facing ocean going sailing vessels plying the inside waters. Two tiny HBC
steamers, thé B e a \(llastration2) and thefi Ot ,t @@d connected trading posts at Victoria

and Langley and shipped salt fish, lumber and coal to San Francisco. They served as towboats by
the late 1850s. The boats were glagdor wood but independent of capricious winds. A

growing fleet of tugs towed s&ilboats throug

The number of steam vessels on the Strait grew through the 1860s and earl\viE8igG=arly

steamers werasunreliableas the pots and few stayed in business loffd.arger steamships
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carried ever more passengers and freight, rendering the inland sea more predictable and familiar
to settlers. The regularity and predictability of coastal steamers improved with time and began to
transform life in shoreline communities. Settlers could receive goods, in some places even mail,

and ship their produce to the world.

Courtesy of BC Archives collectionz - Call Hunber: A-00014
Museum Heb: www.bcarchives.gov.bzc.ca  Email: accessfuww.bcarchives.gov.bo.ca
Cr - Prowvided for Research Purposes Only — Other Use Regquires Permissic

lllustration 2 - AiWreck of the SS BeaverProspect Point, Vancouved ca. 1892 (photo: Maynard). After
decades helping others navigateth®t r a i t 6 sthe Beaver&ll vittim to them. An inebriated crew
wrecked her on Prospect Point in 1888&he same year lighthouse was erected nearby.

When the Vancouver Island and British Columbia colonies joined in 1866 albaistheralded

the fAibringing together of peopPeYetthemestless he t v
waters were stildl a barri.dalyreperpsaadagpokem g 01 s | a
glowingly of the abundance of good harbours around the Strait; however, by the 1860s it was
clear there were two principal contenders for dominant port on the British Pacific coast:
Victoria-Esquimalt and Burrard Inlet. Competitioatitveen them intensified as merchants and
speculators on both sides vied for dominance. In the end, the outcome was decided by the

|l ocation of t h &€ atnaeardmiamuws tfrarn stclhoent d anlelnt al ral
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The age of rail was well under way as Eurasidorgeation began on the Strait. The railway's
arrival on the inland sea was the object of
merchants were determined that the railroad should extend to the southern tip of Vancouver
Island. Concerted effortsbyi ct ori ads Amor De Cosmos, and w
Victoriabds* dismegorco amgk® their city the tern
into Confederatioshould depend on Victoria being named the terminus and seldom missed an
opportunitytost r ess t he dangers facing ships bound
was fAmuch cl os er?(dboutlPQkilometers claserdy saa and their proposed

Bute Inlet route Eigure2) would be vastly easier than the treacherous Fraser Canyon.

Prepared by Eric Leinberger

Figure 2 - Alternative routes from the Strait to the interior considered by the CPR
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