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Sus?a?ri\gbility

...is the mobilization of society, weaving
individual and community interests
together, towards an overall social
betterment.

Vision Statement:
Together, the University of British Columbia, and all its

community members will continue to build a strong

university campus that serves as a model for social We know we have to ‘sustain’ something,
inclusiveness we just need to uncover what it is people
want to sustain.
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Key Concepts of Social Sustainability

Basic Human Needs
(individual capacity)

Concept Description

University Context

In a sustainable community, citizens have access to primary human
needs including food, shelter and safety. These needs are achieved by
access to education, work and income; and must be attainable by all
those that live in the community.

For UBC, students/staff must have access to housing,
food and safety. Ensuring that all community members
have an opportunity to work and earn a decent income.

UBC must extend its educational access to all community
members to ensure proper training and qualification for
income exists.

Leisure Time

Recreationallleisure time must be available to all community members,
outside of time spent achieving basic human needs. Leisure time could
be anything from exercising and fitness to cultural activities and family
time.

Itis also time spent developing personal characteristics and creativity.
Such social developments test the challenges (social stress) and
strengths (social innovation) of community and provide a roadmap
towards social betterment. A community that can collectively manage
leisure time will undoubtedly foster social integration.

Students must be able to pursue additional interests,
outside of the educational curriculum. Ensuring students
balance work/life will create happier, healthier students.

Community Accountability

Accountability connects individual and community relationships through
recognition of human rights and a common interest for individual
responsibility. It holds community members accountable for their actions,
and by doing so, provides groundwork for common interests to be
achieved.

It is important for social sustainability because it ensures each member
acts accordingly to how the community anticipates individuals to act.
Without accountability, wide discrepancies of behavior and interaction
would exist. In communities where accountability is not enforced,
antisocial behavior such as property damage, violence and community
disruption

Students/staff are accountable for their actions and follow
the common interest of those currently existing within the
area of UBC.

For a university, it is significantly important to communi-
cate the level of accountability to students. The campus
welcomes new students annually and must ensure they
understand the level of accountability.

Affordability

Affordability is a concept of equity, but aims to assure the balance of
income and leisure. A socially sustainable community would seek to
create affordable solutions for living and commuting within a social
setting. Emphasis is placed on affordable housing and transportation in
any community.

Affordability in a university context means students can
afford the cost of living, along with the cost of tuition. No
‘potential’ student is discouraged from pursuing a degree
because of affordability.

Health & Safety

Through a respected level of trust, community members feel safe and
comfortable in their community and living arrangements.

Access to a clean environment (air, landscape) that provides healthy
options for living (exercise, food) enhances health. People have local
access to health-care, that is responsive to medical issues.

Safety among citizens on campus is promoted through
accountability

Campus grounds are clean and promotion of air quality is
maintained. Universities provide sufficient health-care for
students and citizens, while promoting healthy lifestyles.



Adaptability

Concept Description

University Context

Social sustainability requires concepts that fit with coexisting cultures
today, but may change overtime with shifting values. Indicators for
social sustainability must be harmonious with cultural evolution,
reflecting current values.

University culture shifts with each new cohort, including
residents living in the campus area. University policies
and procedures must also be dynamic and responsive to
these changes.

Equality

Providing people with equal access to equal opportunities ensures
equality within a given community. Community members help each
other and care for one another.

Capitalism is a major breakdown of social equality by promoting the
*have’s” and *have not's.” In a socially sustainable community,
behaviors regarding capitalism are consistent with community goals.
Members live within their own means, while ensuring other members

are equally satisfied.

Campus participants treat each other with equal care and
promote equal access to campus resources.

Social Infrastructure

Social infrastructure is important to achieving social sustainability by
utilizing the built environment that surrounds the community. In almost
all parts of the world infrastructure determines our social interactions
and accessibility. There is a difference in community feel between a
spatially fragmented community and a tightly centered community. For
example, rural communities tend to be widely fragmented and often
lend themselves to less interaction. Whereas a neighborhood in a
tightly centered urban setting may have many common interactions
among it's citizens and aid in promoting many of the key concepts of
sustainability.

Accessibility is another widely cited sustainable tool. By providing
infrastructure that promotes accessibility (transportation or access) to
all diverse groups in the community, in the most efficient way possible,
will enhance quality of life and ensure people are treated equally.

Campus buildings allow for interaction among students
and promote transportation from areas outside of the
community boundaries.

Accessibility to the university is equally achievable by all
groups of society, and no discrimination exists.

Social Inclusion

Appearing in almost all the literature on social sustainability, inclusion
(or togethemess) reflects an integrated community where each person
participates in community on-goings. It accurs through collaborative
decision-making and processes that center on ‘the community.”

Social inclusion is essential because it brings together all the other
concepts of social sustainability. It does so, not by demanding citizens
become more inclusive, but by making them part of the process. This
sense of inclusion among the community encourages a positive
response to social sustainability, as they have shaped their own
community.

Campus residents (students, staff, homeowners) are
included in campus plans, providing interests and
requests.

An important part of university inclusion is participation in
campus life. No member is excluded from participating in

Education

Education provides opportunities for social advancement. It allows a
flow of information for what works for certain community, and what
doesn’t, so that others can leam from mistakes. Education, at its
highest level, provides a framework for citizens to get engaged with
surrounding challenges and develop innovative solutions to local
problems.

With global issues surrounding the environment, there is an emerging
role in education to provide citizens with the knowledge and
motivation to transform our current model of the global citizen. As
these concemns continue, the concepts of social sustainability will
undoubtedly be challenged. New social norms and values will flourish
and education will provide the community with new understandings of
how a world will work and how social interactions will take place.

Universities are in business to provide education to
students. A socially sustainable university would ensure
programs exist for any member of society and that these
programs are easily accessible.

Being a global leader in education on current issues
would provide the greatest level of opportunities for
graduates.



Performance Goals

Quality of life Ensure the balance of individual quality of life is achieved.

Each citizen in a social context must first achieve a desired level of quality of life before a broad level of social sustainability can exist. This performance
goal recognizes the individual capacity of social sustainability, promoting self-wellbeing. A socially sustainable university would ensure that each
participatory citizen meets their primary human needs without sacrificing time away from exploring and developing ones creative self. As citizens look to
individual betterment and satisfaction, they contribute towards an equally enhanced community.

Social Cohesiveness  Create a harmonious atmosphere, where interaction among diverse community members is
fostered to promote togetherness and build trust.

Social cohesion represents the relative ease to which people unite and collaborate together, promoting community. This goal encompasses many

physical and social attributes that relate to UBC. Creating better social areas and streamlining pedestrian flow would satisfy the physical requirement.

Also, reducing spatial fragmentation of campus buildings would enhance community atmosphere. Promoting social events and programs aimed towards

community building will breed community participation and strengthen cooperation. A fundamental attribute to social cohesiveness is that it requires open

dialogue between community members and stakeholders, promoting shared decision-making.

Provide open and easy access for community members to engage and participate in all community
offerings.

Equal access to equal opportunities is mandatory for social sustainability to exist. Affordability is a component that universities need to dramatically
overhaul, to provide education to anyone seeking personal betterment. Furthermore, transportation has become a major topic of accessibility, especially
for UBC. For people to work, live and study on campus, transportation must be able to prove efficient means of travel.

Accessibility

Health & Wellbeing Enhance physical, social and mental wellbeing of all community members.

Health and Wellbeing ensures citizens have access to reliable health-care, while promoting health awareness and fitness initiatives. A healthy community
is one that is committed to a clean and safe environment for all participants. It is enhanced through community support for one another and a valued

understanding of human rights and responsibilities.

Education Be the leader in educational opportunities that advance current issues

Education is essential to achieving social sustainability by providing knowledge to coexist with diverse groups of citizens and manage dynamic social
challenges. It acts as a transformative tool for society to advance and create opportunities that promote betterment. It achieves it's objective for social
advancement when the knowledge created is relevant to the issues facing the local community.
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