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ABSTRACT 

N i t o b e I n a z o (1862-1933) r a n k e d among the e l i t e i n 

p r e w a r J a p a n . He had won e a r l y fame , b e f o r e he was f o r t y y e a r s 

o l d , as a s c h o l a r and a m a s t e r o f the E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e w i t h 

h i s book Bush ido , the Soul o f Japan. Subsequent ly , h i s c a r e e r 

as an a d m i n i s t r a t o r i n Ta iwan , headmaster o f the p r e s t i g i o u s 

F i r s t H i g h e r S c h o o l , a s c h o l a r o f C o l o n i a l P o l i c y a t T o k y o 

I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y , a noted w r i t e r of p o p u l a r l i t e r a t u r e f o r 

y o u t h , and l a t e r Under S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l a t t h e L e a g u e o f 

N a t i o n s and J a p a n e s e C h a i r m a n o f t h e I n s t i t u t e o f P a c i f i c 

R e l a t i o n s (IPR) made h im a w e l l - k n o w n p e r s o n a g e b o t h w i t h i n 

J a p a n and a b r o a d . He was c o n s t a n t l y i n the p u b l i c ' s e y e , and 

was f r e q u e n t l y i n v i t e d to address d i v e r s e audiences on i n t e r -

c u l t u r a l t o p i c s . 

B u t a f t e r h i s d e a t h i n V i c t o r i a , B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a i n 

1933, h i s work f e l l i n t o o b s c u r i t y . Most Japanese i n 1985 do 

not know who he i s , except f o r the f a c t t h a t h i s p o r t r a i t now 

adorns the 5000 yen note . 

T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l p u b l i s h e d b i o g r a p h i e s o f N i t o b e , i n 

J a p a n e s e and i n E n g l i s h , b u t t h u s f a r , no one has a t t e m p t e d 

t o r e c o n s t r u c t h i s c a r e e r upon an i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f p r i m a r y 

m a t e r i a l s . T h e r e f o r e , much o f the f a c t s c o n c e r n i n g h i s l i f e 

are i n a c c u r a t e , as they stem m a i n l y from anecdotes p u b l i s h e d 

a f t e r h i s dea th . 

Though N i t o b e a u t h o r e d o v e r t w e n t y b o o k s - - i n E n g l i s h , 

J a p a n e s e , and G e r m a n — a n d h u n d r e d s o f a r t i c l e s , o n l y one 
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work, B u s h i d o , has s u r v i v e d t h e r a v a g e s o f t i m e . He was n o t , 

i n my o p i n i o n , a " t h i n k e r " who h e l d and e x p r e s s e d s u b t l e and 

p r o f o u n d t h o u g h t s . R a t h e r , he was a man o f a c t i o n who, by h i s 

b e h a v i o r , i n f l u e n c e d a g r e a t many p e o p l e , e s p e c i a l l y t h e 

young. For t h i s r e a s o n , I d e a l o n l y s u m m a r i l y w i t h h i s i d e a s . 

S c h o l a r s d i s a g r e e on Nitobe's i m p o r t a n c e i n h i s t o r y . H i s 

many d i s c i p l e s s t i l l adore him as a g r e a t man who c o n t r i b u t e d 

much t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m and l i b e r a l 

t h o u g h t i n p o s t w a r J a p a n . B u t many o t h e r s see h i m as a 

m i s g u i d e d m o r a l i s t and r e a c t i o n a r y who b u c k l e d when he 

e n c o u n t e r e d m i l i t a r i s m w i t h i n h i s c o u n t r y i n the 1930s. 

T h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n i s a b i o g r a p h i c a l s t u d y o f N i t o b e . I t 

i s d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e main p a r t s : P a r t One, "The Making of the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t " d e a l s w i t h t h e f i r s t 44 y e a r s o f N i t o b e ' s 

l i f e . P a r t I I , " E d u c a t o r E a s t and West," w h i c h f o c u s e s on 

N i t o b e i n m i d d l e age, examines h i s a c t i v i t i e s as a c h a r i s m a t i c 

J a p a n e s e e d u c a t o r d u r i n g t h e l a t e M e i j i and T a i s h o p e r i o d s ; 

and i n P a r t I I I , " D i p l o m a t i n I n t e r n a t i o n a l L i m e l i g h t " t h e 

f o c u s i s upon the a c t i v i t i e s t h a t N i t o b e engaged i n d u r i n g the 

l a s t 14 y e a r s of h i s l i f e . 

The theme t h a t r u n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e d i s s e r t a t i o n i s t h e 

" i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t . " E x c e p t f o r t h e I n t r o d u c t i o n a n d 

C o n c l u s i o n , I u t i l i z e a n a r r a t i v e s t y l e . I have r e l i e d upon 

d i v e r s e s o u r c e s o f i n f o r m a t i o n , i n c l u d i n g a r c h i v e s i n J a p a n 

and N o r t h A m e r i c a , as w e l l as i n t e r v i e w s and l e t t e r s w i t h 

p e o p l e who knew N i t o b e p e r s o n a l l y . 

I p o r t r a y N i t o b e as a man who, e a r l y i n l i f e , became 

o b s e s s e d w i t h a c h i e v i n g h o n o r s f o r h i m s e l f , on t h e one hand, 
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and a p l a c e of r e s p e c t among the l e a d i n g n a t i o n s of the w o r l d 

f o r h i s c o u n t r y , on the o t h e r . He was a h i g h l y i d e a l i s t i c man 

who, n e v e r t h e l e s s , a c t e d a l w a y s i n a p r a g m a t i c way. I d e a l s 

were t h i n g s t o be w o r k e d f o r . I n a w o r l d o f c o n f l i c t i n g 

v a l u e s and demands, N i t o b e knew t h a t i d e a l s r e a l i z e t h e m s e l v e s 

s l o w l y . H i s a c t i o n s , t h u s , whenever t h e y a p p e a r t o be a 

compromise of h i s h i g h e r p r i n c i p l e s , have t o be seen i n l i g h t 

o f t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t s u r r o u n d e d h i m . 

/ 
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How many worthy men have we 
known t o s u r v i v e t h e i r own 
r e p u t a t i o n s ! 

Montaigne, Essays 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

A map of the P a c i f i c Ocean, bordered on the edges by 
Japan and N o r t h A m e r i c a , i s i m p r i n t e d on the l ower l e f t s i d e 
of the new 5,000 yen currency t h a t features Nitobe Inazo. I t 
symbolizes the " t a i h e i y o no hashi" (Bridge across the P a c i f i c ) 
m etaphor t h a t i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h N i t o b e ' s name, and 
g r a p h i c a l l y captures h i s importance i n Japanese history."'" 

The c u r r e n c y s e l e c t i o n , however, s u r p r i s e d everyone. 
U n l i k e Fukuzawa Y u k i c h i or Natsume S o s e k i , who adorn the 
10,000 and 1,000 yen notes, Nitobe was unknown to the p u b l i c . 
He had been fo r g o t t e n . High school h i s t o r y textbooks today do 
not even mention him. And many Japanese, says P r o f e s s o r Sato 
M a s a h i r o , the l e a d i n g s c h o l a r on N i t o b e , have d i f f i c u l t y 

2 
reading h i s name; not a few w r i t e i t i n c o r r e c t l y . 

O u t s i d e of Japan, N i t o b e i s a complete s t r a n g e r . No 
s t a n d a r d b i o g r a p h i c a l r e f e r e n c e book i n E n g l i s h l i s t s him, 
though he ranked among the b e s t known Japanese abroad i n h i s 
day. Yet h i n t s of h i s p a s t g l o r y are s t i l l p r e s e n t . At the 
U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h Columbia, i n Vancouver, Canada, a l o v e l y 
Japanese garden, reputedly the b e s t - c r a f t e d i n North America, 

3 
commemorates h i s memory. In the garden stands a t a l l grey 
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l a n t e r n i n s c r i b e d w i t h the f o l l o w i n g d e d i c a t i o n : 

Inazo N i t o b e 

A p o s t l e o f Good W i l l Between N a t i o n s 

My s t u d y i s a c o m m e n t a r y on t h i s i n s c r i p t i o n . N i t o b e 

devoted h i m s e l f to a m i s s i o n to win f o r Japan and the Japanese 

a p l a c e of r e s p e c t and honor i n the w o r l d . D e t a i l s o f h i s l i f e 

are subsumed under t h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t m o t i f . 

* * * 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m i s an a m b i g u o u s c o n c e p t t h a t c o u l d 
4 

p e r t a i n to one o f s e v e r a l d i f f e r e n t i d e a s . In the l e x i c o n of 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s , i t i s a r e l a t i v e l y new t e r m . The 

Webster New C o l l e g i a t e D i c t i o n a r y d e f i n e s i t as "a p o l i c y o f 

c o o p e r a t i o n among n a t i o n s and esp. o f the development o f c l o s e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s . " ^ An 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t , t h u s , i s one who advocates and s u p p o r t s such 

p o l i c i e s . 

But when I a p p l y the term " i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t " to N i t o b e , I 

do so w i t h i t s Japanese c o n n o t a t i o n . K o k u s a i j i n , the Japanese 

t r a n s l a t i o n f o r i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t , i n c l u d e p e c u l i a r c u l t u r a l 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s t h a t are m i s s i n g i n the E n g l i s h ; i n Japanese 

the word has a " p o s i t i v e r i n g , " and s i g n i f i e s a person 

f l u e n t i n a f o r e i g n language ( u s u a l l y E n g l i s h ) , who has s t r o n g 

c o n n e c t i o n s a b r o a d , and who possesses the manners and t a s t e s 

o f a f o r e i g n e r ( g a . iJAH ) • 1 u r g e my r e a d e r s t o k e e p i n 

mind t h a t I use i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t i n t h i s l a t t e r , c u l t u r e - b o u n d 



sense . 

H i s t o r i a n s o f J a p a n , however, have avo ided the word. They 

p r e f e r the a d j e c t i v e "westernized" to l a b e l Japanese such as 

N i t o b e . I v a n H a l l , w r i t i n g o f M o r i A r i n o r i , q u o t e d I t o 

H i r o b u m i who c a l l e d M o r i a "Ninon ga unda s e i y o j i n " (a 
7 

W e s t e r n e r b o r n o f J a p a n ) . The young I n a z o o f e a r l y M e i j i 

J a p a n c o u l d be d e s c r i b e d i n a s i m i l a r m a n n e r . B u t 

"westernized" does not f i t N i t o b e ' s l a t t e r y e a r s . 

In 1919, a t age f i f t y - s e v e n , N i t o b e p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e 

c r e a t i o n o f a new w o r l d o r d e r t h a t emphasized d i f f e r e n t r u l e s 

i n t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n n a t i o n s . T h i s p l a n ' s f a i l u r e i s 

n o t o f c o n c e r n h e r e . My p o i n t i s t h a t N i t o b e , by a s s o c i a t i o n 

w i t h t h e L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s and l a t e r w i t h t h e I n s t i t u t e o f 

P a c i f i c R e l a t i o n s , was a d i f f e r e n t k i n d o f man f r o m e a r l i e r 

Japanese such as M o r i and Fukuzawa Y u k i c h i . N i t o b e l i v e d i n t o 

c o n t e m p o r a r y t i m e s , and s h a r e d some o f i t s more i d e a l i s t i c 
. . 8 v i s i o n s . 

M o r e o v e r , he a c t e d on an i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a g e . And h e r e 

l i e s h i s p e r s o n a l drama. Miwa K i m i t a d a and Yuzo Ota f o r c e f u l l y 

a r g u e t h a t N i t o b e r e t a i n e d t h e a t t i t u d e s and v a l u e s o f a 

J a p a n e s e n a t i o n a l i s t w h i l e a d v o c a t i n g t h e n e w 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m . He h a r b o r e d a " c o n t r a d i c t i o n , " s a y s O t a , 

t h a t was bound t o c o l l i d e . I t d i d . And t h i s i s N i t o b e ' s f i n a l 

t r a g e d y . I w i l l r e f r a i n comment here on t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , 
9 

but w i l l r e t u r n to i t a g a i n i n the c o n c l u s i o n . 

3 



* * * 

S c h o l a r s m e n t i o n N i t o b e o f t e n . M a r k P e a t t i e , E . P . 

T s u r u m i and Samuel Ho meet N i t o b e as a c o l o n i a l o f f i c i a l i n 

Ta iwan; Donald Roden sees N i t o b e as an o u t s t a n d i n g headmaster 

a t t h e F i r s t H i g h e r S c h o o l ; E a r l K i n m o u t h , t r a c i n g t h e 

e v o l u t i o n o f the Japanese e t h i c o f s e l f - d e v e l o p m e n t , condemns 

N i t o b e as a mi sgu ided m o r a l i s t . Miwa K i m i t a d a and A k i r a I r i y e 

judge N i t o b e i n l i g h t o f h i s i n t e r - c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s ; Thomas 

Burkman, s t u d y i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i p l o m a c y a f t e r W o r l d War I , 

v i e w s N i t o b e t h r o u g h the L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s ; and H i r a k a w a 

S u k e h i r o , w i t h an i n t e r e s t i n c o m p a r a t i v e l i t e r a t u r e , l i n k s 

N i t o b e w i t h B u s h i d o , which he c o n s i d e r s o v e r l y g l a m o r i z e d and 

"perhaps not t r u e . " 1 ^ 

B u t no one has y e t a t t e m p t e d t o g r a s p t h e w h o l e o f 

N i t o b e , and to p r o p e r l y e v a l u a t e h i s s i g n i f i c a n c e i n Japanese 

h i s t o r y . I t a k e on t h e t a s k h e r e . 

* * * 

To s tudy N i t o b e , I f a c e d problems t h a t most s c h o l a r s can 

h a p p i l y a v o i d . H i s t o r i a n s c a n o f t e n , i n more c a s e s t h a n n o t , 

o v e r l o o k b i o g r a p h i c a l d e t a i l and s t i l l w r i t e a c c u r a t e l y o f 

t h e i r s u b j e c t ' s w o r k . So c a n l i t e r a r y c r i t i c s . And when 

e s t h e t i c q u a l i t i e s are a t i s s u e , as i t i s i n t e x t u a l a n a l y s i s , 

t h e a u t h o r ' s l i f e may be s a f e l y i g n o r e d . T h i s c a n n o t be done 

w i t h N i t o b e . He cannot be l e f t out o f h i s w r i t i n g s . Even w i t h 

B u s h i d o , h i s s o l e work of l i t e r a r y v a l u e , to a n a l y z e i t a p a r t 
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from the background c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f i t s w r i t i n g , as many have 

done, i n v i t e s m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 

N i t o b e was p r i m a r i l y a "man o f a c t i o n , " n o t a " t h i n k e r . " 

Most o f h i s works addressed contemporary p r o b l e m s . He wrote 

h a s t i l y and p r o d u c e d a huge amount o f w r i t i n g s . B u t n o t f o r 

l i t e r a t u r e ' s s a k e ; h i s m a i n p u r p o s e was t o i n s t r u c t i n as 

d i r e c t a manner as he c o u l d . As I w i l l show, n o t a few o f h i s 

books o r i g i n a t e d as l e c t u r e s o r m a g a z i n e a r t i c l e s , and were 
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o n l y p r i n t e d as books because o f r e a d e r s ' demand. 

The t i m e l i n e s s o f h i s message, combined w i t h h i s p e r s o n a l 

appea l and wide r e p u t a t i o n as a l e a r n e d s c h o l a r , made N i t o b e a 

h i g h l y s u c c e s s f u l author i n h i s t i m e . But today , o f h i s over 

t w e n t y b o o k s , o n l y B u s h i d o has c l e a r l y s u r v i v e d t h e t e s t o f 
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t i m e . 

F o r t h i s r e a s o n , i n t e l l e c t u a l h i s t o r y ( s h i s o ) , I must 

e m p h a s i z e h e r e , i s n o t my m a i n i n t e r e s t . E x c e p t f o r one 

s e c t i o n , "Advocate o f Democracy" i n Chapter 6, I used N i t o b e ' s 

w r i t i n g s c h i e f l y f o r b i o g r a p h i c a l p u r p o s e s , and not f o r t h e i r 

own s a k e . Under s c r u t i n y a l l t h r o u g h o u t i s h i s c h a r a c t e r , 

r a t h e r than h i s thought . 
* * * 

My a p p r o a c h i s c h r o n o l o g i c a l . E x c e p t f o r t h i s 

i n t r o d u c t i o n and t h e c o n c l u s i o n , I e m p l o y a n a r r a t i v e , 

c o m b i n e d w i t h d e s c r i p t i o n , a l l t h r o u g h o u t t h e t e x t . I c h o s e 

t h i s mode o f c o m p o s i t i o n b e c a u s e o n l y n a r r a t i o n c a n c a p t u r e 

w i t h po ignancy a l i f e b e i n g l i v e d , and to d e p i c t an i n d i v i d u a l 

5 



c h a n g i n g over t i m e . 

I use a p e r i o d i z a t i o n employed e a r l i e r by P r o f e s s o r Sato 

M a s a h i r o i n h i s e x c e l l e n t work on N i t o b e . He d i v i d e s N i t obe's 

l i f e i n t o : (1) "Becoming a P e r s o n " ( h i t o t o naru) ; (2) "Work 

f o r J apan's s a k e " ( N i h o n no t a m e ) ; (3) "Work f o r t h e W o r l d ' s 

s a k e " ( S e k a i no t a m e ) . My t h r e e m a j o r p a r t s f o l l o w , w i t h 
15 

s l i g h t a l t e r a t i o n s , t h i s scheme. 

In P a r t I , M a k i n g o f an I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t , I c o v e r t h e 

f i r s t f o r t y - f o u r y e a r s o f Nitobe's l i f e i n f o u r c h a p t e r s . The 

f o c u s o f Chapter 1 i s Inazo's s t r u g g l e s t o r e s o l v e a c o n f l i c t 

t h a t s p r a n g f r o m h i s two c o n t r a r y s e t s o f v a l u e s : f i r s t , t o 

a t t a i n w o r l d l y fame and g l o r y ; and s e c o n d , t o meet t h e s e l f -

s a c r i f i c i n g s p i r i t u a l demands of C h r i s t i a n v a l u e s . 

I t a k e up t h e " s u c c e s s " theme i n C h a p t e r 2 and t r a c e 

N i t o b e ' s l i f e t h r o u g h s e v e n y e a r s o f G r a d u a t e S t u d y a b r o a d . 

H i s c o u r s e s , p r o f e s s o r s , and p l a n s a r e p r e s e n t e d i n d e t a i l . 

And h i s m e e t i n g a n d c o u r t s h i p w i t h M a r y E l k i n t o n o f 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , t h e f u t u r e Mrs. N i t o b e , a r e d e s c r i b e d . Mary 

N i t o b e a p p e a r s f r e q u e n t l y t h r o u g h o u t t h e r e s t o f t h e 

n a r r a t i v e f o r she h a s , f a r more t h a n any b i o g r a p h y o f N i t o b e 

has y e t shown, had a p r o f o u n d i n f l u e n c e upon h e r husband's 

l i f e and work. 

In C h a p t e r 3, N i t o b e ' s S a p p o r o p r o f e s s o r p e r i o d , t h e 

e a r l i e r " s u c c e s s " theme i s t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o "moral duty," w i t h 

e m p h a s i s upon work. B u t t h e e a r l i e r c o n f l i c t s a r e n o t y e t 

r e s o l v e d , and N i t o b e s u f f e r s a n e r v o u s b r e a k d o w n . C h a p t e r 4 
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d e s c r i b e s h i s s e a r c h t o r e g a i n h e a l t h , h i s y e a r s i n T a i w a n , 

and e x p l o r e s t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h a t l e a d t o h i s r e m a r k a b l e 

r i s e t o fame i n a few s h o r t y e a r s . 

In P a r t I I , E d u c a t o r E a s t and West, I r e l a t e N i t o be's l i f e 

f r o m age 44 t o 57. I n two c h a p t e r s , I d e v e l o p t h e theme o f 

e d u c a t o r . C h a p t e r 5 f o c u s e s upon h i s o r n a t e l i f e i n Tokyo i n 

t h e l a t e M e i j i and e a r l y T a i s h o p e r i o d s . Even i n p r i v a t e , i n 

h i s m a g n i f i c e n t K o b i n a t a d a i m a c h i home, N i t o b e l i v e d a v e r y 

p u b l i c l i f e . And a s t h e a t t r a c t i v e H e a d m a s t e r o f t h e 

p r e s t i g i o u s F i r s t H i g h e r S c h o o l , he e s t a b l i s h e d a w i d e 

r e p u t a t i o n t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y as an e d u c a t o r s e c o n d t o 

none. The l a s t s e c t i o n i n C h a p t e r 5 i s d e v o t e d t o N i t o b e ' s 

work i n A m e r i c a as t h e f i r s t E x c h a n g e - P r o f e s s o r f r o m J a p a n 

u n d e r t h e a u s p i c e s o f C a r n e g i e Endowment f o r P e a c e , w h i c h 

enhanced h i s r e p u t a t i o n as Japanese's l e a d i n g i n t e r n a t i o n i s t 

on b o t h s i d e s o f the P a c i f i c . 

I n C h a p t e r 6, I e x p a n d t h e e d u c a t i o n theme, and show 

N i t o b e i n h i s v a r i o u s r o l e s as an e d u c a t o r . I n t h e f i r s t 

s e c t i o n o f t h i s c h a p t e r , I t u r n t o Nitobe's academic s p e c i a l t y 

of c o l o n i a l p o l i c y and h i s p o s i t i o n as an I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y 

P r o f e s s o r . I a l s o d e l v e i n t o h i s a c t i v i t i e s as a c o n s u l t a n t t o 

t h e g o v e r n m e n t i n i t s c o l o n i z i n g w o r k . B u t a c a d e m i a 

c o n s t i t u t e d o n l y a f r a c t i o n o f h i s t o t a l work as an e d u c a t o r . 

He was a l s o f u l l y i n v o l v e d i n t h e s e y e a r s as a p o p u l a r i z e r o f 

an e t h i c c a l l e d H e i m i n d o (Commoner's p a t h ) . He w r o t e many 

a r t i c l e s and books on s e l f - c u l t i v a t i o n and e t h i c s w h i c h made 

him a l e a d e r o f e t h i c a l e d u c a t i o n . And i n the l a s t s e c t i o n i n 
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t h i s c h a p t e r , I a n a l y z e some o f N i t o b e ' s w r i t i n g s on t h e 

s u b j e c t o f D e m o c r a c y a t a t i m e when W i l s o n i a n D e m o c r a c y was 

making s t r o n g i n r o a d s i n t o J a p a n , and show i t s c o n n e c t i o n to 

h i s work on p o p u l a r m o r a l i t y . 

In P a r t I I I , D i p l o m a t i n I n t e r n a t i o n a l L i m e 1 i g h t , I 

p r e s e n t the mature N i t o b e , from age 57 u n t i l h i s death a t 72. 

The m a i n theme t h a t r u n s t h r o u g h b o t h C h a p t e r s 7, "At t h e 

L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s and C h a p t e r 8, "The L a s t Y e a r s , " i s t h e  

d i p l o m a t . N i t o b e i s now a h i g h l y v i s i b l e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

p e r s o n a g e w i t h a w o r l d - w i d e r e p u t a t i o n as an e n l i g h t e n e d 

l i b e r a l . C h a p t e r 7 d r a w s a p o r t r a i t o f t h e p o p u l a r N i t o b e , 

b o t h i n p r i v a t e and p u b l i c , a t G e n e v a . Two s e c t i o n s t h a t 

move a c r o s s g e o g r a p h i c a l s p a c e — " T r a v e l s w i t h G o t o S h i n p e i " 

and "Spokesman f o r the League"—are a l t e r n a t e l y p l a c e d between 

two more s t a t i o n a r y s e c t i o n s - - " W o r k i n t h e S e c r e t a r i a t " and 

" L i f e i n G e n e v a . " 

In Chapter 8, the c l i m a c t i c c h a p t e r , I u t i l i z e f i v e sub

s e c t i o n s t o h i g h l i g h t t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t theme t h a t r u n 

throughout h i s e n t i r e l i f e . Though a t o p i c a l t r e a t m e n t would 

have a l l o w e d f o r a deeper a n a l y s i s o f the c r u c i a l i s s u e s t h a t 

a r i s e h e r e , I have r e t a i n e d , w i t h s l i g h t m o d i f i c a t i o n s , the 

n a r r a t i v e f o r m a t . 

In t h e f i r s t s e c t i o n o f C h a p t e r 8, "The R e t i r e m e n t 

Y e a r s , " I t a k e up t h e n a r r a t i v e f r o m N i t o b e ' s d e p a r t u r e f r o m 

the League i n 1927 u n t i l he assumed C h a i r m a n s h i p o f the IPR's 

J a p a n C o u n c i l i n J u l y 1929. I s u m m a r i z e t h e huge amount and 
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d i v e r s i t y o f h i s work t h a t he c a r r i e d on i n t h i s t w o - y e a r 

p e r i o d w h i l e supposed ly " r e t i r e d . " I w i sh to i l l u s t r a t e here 

how t h e C a r l y e a n maxim t h a t he had e m b r a c e d i n y o u t h , o f 

" d o i n g t h e d u t y t h a t l i e s n e a r e s t , " had b e c o m e , by t h e end o f 

h i s l i f e , an i n g r a i n e d h a b i t . 

I i n c o r p o r a t e a t o p i c a l t r e a t m e n t i n t o t h e n a r r a t i v e i n 

s e c t i o n two, "Nitobe , the IPR and the Manchur ian C r i s i s , " and 

use h i s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e IPR as a v e h i c l e t o i n t r o d u c e t h e 

c o n f l i c t i n E a s t A s i a . Then I use t h e 1929 and 1931 IPR 

C o n f e r e n c e s as a s t a g e t o show N i t o b e ' s own r o l e a g a i n s t a 

wider backdrop o f the c o n f r o n t a t i o n between Japan and C h i n a i n 

M a n c h u r i a . 

T h e m i d d l e s e c t i o n , " T h e M a t s u y a m a I n c i d e n t " 

c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y f o l l o w s . H e r e , N i t o b e ' s p r o b l e m s come t o a 

h e a d . T h i s " I n c i d e n t " — r e a 1 l y a s e r i e s o f e v e n t s t h a t t o o k 

p l a c e b e t w e e n F e b r u a r y and A p r i l 1 9 3 2 — i s t h e c l i m a x i n 

N i t o b e ' s l i f e d r a m a . He comes u n d e r s e v e r e a t t a c k by t h e 

r i g h t - w i n g M i l i t a r y Reserve A s s o c i a t i o n and succumbs to t h e i r 

p r e s s u r e . 

He d e c i d e s , as a r e s u l t o f t h e above i n c i d e n t , t o t r a v e l 

t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . In s e c t i o n t h r e e , " E m i s s a r y t o N o r t h 

A m e r i c a " I f o l l o w N i t o b e on h i s o n e - y e a r t o u r t o t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s and C a n a d a t o " e x p l a i n " J a p a n ' s a c t i o n s i n M a n c h u r i a 

and Shanghai . 

In S e c t i o n f i v e , "The L a s t Months i n J a p a n and D e a t h i n 

C a n a d a , " I n a r r a t e t h e p e r t i n e n t e v e n t s i n h i s l a s t s e v e n 

months o f l i f e . I pay p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n t o t h e j o u r n e y 
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that Nitobe takes to the F i f t h IPR Conference at Banff, 

A l b e r t a i n 1933, and des c r i b e s h i s death i n V i c t o r i a i n 

October of that year. 

And i n the conclusion, I explore some of the issues that 

the f i n a l chapter r a i s e d . I address h i s l i b e r a l i s m and h i s 

i n t e r c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s , both of which have come under severe 

c r i t i c i s m by today's s c h o l a r s . And I summarize Nitobe as an 

educator and as a prewar Japanese i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t . 

* * * 

Poetry i s an apt way to h i g h l i g h t themes i n Nitobe's 

l i f e ; f o r i t can capture, i n a f l a s h by i n t u i t i v e i n s i g h t , 

what i t takes prose many pages to accomplish. Nitobe loved 

poetry. His f i r s t book i n E n g l i s h opens, i n f a c t , with a poem 

about "Black Ships." "History," Nitobe wrote, "begins with 

poetry." 1^ I take h i s suggestion, and introduce each of the 

three p a r t s of t h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n with a poem to give the 

reader a sense of the over-riding mood. I also present, at the 

head of each chapter, an idea, i n epigramic form, that w i l l 

give, I hope, a hint of a theme embedded within the chapter. 
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P A R T O N E 

T H E M A K I N G O F A N I N T E R N A T I O N A L I S T 
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My heart leaps up when I behold 
A rainbow i n the sky: 

So was i t when my l i f e began; 
So i s i t now I am a man; 
So be i t when I s h a l l grow old, 

Or l e t me die! 
The Child i s father of the Man; 
And I could wish my days to be 
Bound each to each by natural piety. 

William Wordsworth, My Heart Leaps Up 
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Men are what t h e i r mothers 
make them. 

Ralph W. Emerson, Conduct 
of L i f e 

CHAPTER I 

C h i l d h o o d , Boyhood, Y o u t h : 1862-1883 

Nitobe Inazo was born i n Morioka to a high-ranking 

samurai family of the Nanbu domain on September 1, 1862. The 

Nitobes were prominent l o c a l l y , with a long lineage that 

rep u t e d l y went back to the t w e l f t h century,^ His great 

grandfather was a Confucian s c h o l a r and m i l i t a r y s t r a t e g i s t 

who served the domain as a respected o f f i c i a l ; his son, Tsuto 

(Inazo's grandfather), a man of tremendous v i t a l i t y and 

imagination, conceived and carried out, over a period of some 

twenty years, a staggering engineering feat that i r r i g a t e d the 

dry uplands of the Lake Towada d i s t r i c t , thus making a 
2 

settlement on the Sanbongi plains possible. 

Inazo's f a t h e r , J u j i r o , a l s o g i f t e d i n a b i l i t y , served 

the daimyo as a minister-resident i n Edo where he administered 
3 

the domain's finances. But he s u f f e r e d a t r a g i c f a t e ; 

accused by enemies of scheming to s t e a l domain property, he 

was placed under house arrest and died shortly thereafter at 

age forty-eight. The charges against him were never v e r i f i e d , 

and he was subsequently acquitted. Inazo, who was four at the 
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t i m e , m e n t i o n e d l a t e r t h a t h i s f a t h e r d i e d o f a " b r o k e n 

h e a r t . " 4 

M o r i o k a ; 1862-1871 

J u j i r o ' s e a r l y death d i d not a f f e c t Inazo i n any t r a m a t i c 

f a s h i o n ; and i n a d u l t l i f e , a s i d e f r o m what he had h e a r d w h i l e 

growing up, Inazo would have l i t t l e p e r s o n a l memories o f h i s 

f a t h e r . The y o u n g e s t o f s e v e n c h i l d r e n , he was r a i s e d by a 

devoted mother , S e k i , and h i s p a t e r n a l g r a n d f a t h e r , T s u t o , who 

d i e d when I n a z o was t e n . H i s c h i l d h o o d was a happy one; he 

was an e x t r e m e l y a c t i v e y o u n g s t e r , q u i c k i n mind and s t r o n g i n 

b o d y , who l o v e d p l a y i n g p r a n k s and e n g a g i n g i n r o u g h and 

tumble p l a y w i t h o t h e r c h i l d r e n a l o n g the banks o f the s h a l l o w 

Nakatsu r i v e r , which f l owed o n l y a few meters away from t h e i r 

home. 

The N i t o b e f a m i l y l i v e d j u s t beyond the compounds o f the 

Nanbu d a i m y o ' s r e s i d e n c e i n t h e o l d c a s t l e town o f M o r i o k a , 

now the c a p i t a l o f Iwate P r e f e c t u r e and n o r t h e r n t e r m i n u s f o r 

t h e T o h o k u S h i n k a n s e n r a i l w a y l i n e . S i t u a t e d i n t h e f a r 

N o r t h e a s t e r n s e c t i o n o f H o n s h u , M o r i o k a was a l r e a d y a 

f l o u r i s h i n g town o f some f o r t y - t h o u s a n d i n h a b i t a n t s i n Inazo's 

c h i l d h o o d . In s p i t e i t s g r e a t d i s t a n c e f r o m t h e boom and 

b u s t l e o f T o k y o , t h e c e n t e r f o r t h e new f o r e i g n c u l t u r e t h a t 

was f l o o d i n g i n t o M e i j i J a p a n , M o r i o k a too r e c e i v e d a t r i c k l e 

o f Western a r t i f a c t s and i n f l u e n c e s . In t h e i r h o u s e h o l d , Inazo 

remembered, were a box o f matches , a s m a l l m u s i c a l box, and a 

s i l v e r k n i f e and f o r k s e t t h a t h i s f a t h e r had b r o u g h t home 

14 



f r o m t h e c a p i t a l . E c o n o m i c a l l y , t h e y a p p e a r t o have been 

c o m p a r a t i v e l y w e l l - o f f : 

As t o o u r f a m i l y , i t may be t a k e n as a t y p e o f 
t h e w e l l - t o - d o c l a s s , p e r h a p s i n s e v e r a l ways 
above the average. I t belonged t o the s a m u r a i or 
k n i g h t l y o r d e r , r a t h e r h i g h up t h e s c a l e , and 
though the s a m u r a i was u s u a l l y poor, our f a m i l y , 
t h a n k s t o g r a n d f a t h e r ' s f i n a n c i a l a b i l i t i e s , 
l i v e d i n c o m p a r a t i v e o p u l e n c e . Thus on t h e 
p r o v i n c i a l t o w n i t o c c u p i e d a r a t h e r h i g h 
p o s i t i o n b o t h i n r a n k a n d i n w o r l d l y 
p o s s e s s i o n s ; b u t n a t i o n a l l y c o n s i d e r e d , I have 
no h e s i t a t i o n i n p u t t i n g i t among t h e more 
r e s p e c t a b l e o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s . 

He r e c e i v e d h i s f i r s t E n g l i s h l e s s o n s as a c h i l d i n 

M o r i o k a . A p h y s i c i a n , a f r i e n d o f the f a m i l y , who had a c q u i r e d 

a s m a t t e r i n g o f E n g l i s h i n s t r u c t i o n w h i l e l i v i n g i n Edo i n the 

l a t e Tokugawa p e r i o d , and who owned a few E n g l i s h b o o k s , 

t a u g h t Inazo and h i s b r o t h e r , M i c h i r o , t h e a l p h a b e t and a few 

s i m p l e v o c a b u l a r y . Inazo m a r v e l l e d a t t h e s t r a n g e s c r i p t t h a t 

r a n a c r o s s t h e page s i d e w a y s ; many y e a r s l a t e r , he w o u l d 

r e c o l l e c t t h a t E n g l i s h b o o k s were c a l l e d , i n h i s c h i l d h o o d 

days, "crab books ... because th e words were r e a d h o r i z o n t a l l y 
8 

l i k e t h e c r a w l i n g o f a c r a b . " T h e i r p h y s i c i a n - t u t o r 

a p p a r e n t l y p o s s e s s e d p e d a g o g i c t a l e n t s , f o r he managed t o 

i n s t i l l a z e a l f o r t h e c u r i o u s new l a n g u a g e i n t h e two b o y s . 

R e m i n i s c i n g n o s t a l g i c a l l y on h i s e a r l i e s t E n g l i s h l e s s o n s , 

N i t o b e commented i n l a t e r l i f e : 
E v e r y s i n g l e word was new and opened v i s t a s o f 
an unknown l i f e and a c t i v i t y . B o t h my b r o t h e r 
and I g o t more i n t e r e s t e d i n E n g l i s h l e s s o n s 
t h a n i n Japanese.... 
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But h i s main e d u c a t i o n were not these l i t t l e t w i d d l i n g s 

w i t h E n g l i s h ; r a t h e r , l i k e h i s f a t h e r and g r a n d f a t h e r b e f o r e 

h i m , t h e C h i n e s e C l a s s i c s and t h e t r a d i t i o n a l m a r t i a l a r t s 

c o m p r i s e d the c o r e o f h i s e a r l y s c h o o l i n g . The Chinese l e s sons 

were c o m p l e t e l y i n e f f e c t i v e . He c o n f e s s e d l a t e r t h a t he had 

read "Confuc ius ' A n a l e c t s and the Works of Mencius w i t h o u t the 

l e a s t comprehending what these sages meant to convey ." 1 ^ The 

e x p e r i e n c e a p p e a r s t o have had a n e g a t i v e e f f e c t on I n a z o i n 

t h a t he c o m p l e t e l y a v o i d e d O r i e n t a l p h i l o s o p h i c a l w r i t i n g s f o r 

many y e a r s t h e r e a f t e r . Only i n m i d d l e - a g e would he peruse such 

works a g a i n . 1 1 

F i v e y e a r s o l d i n 1867, I n a z o u n d e r w e n t an i n i t i a t i o n 

c e r e m o n y f o r s a m u r a i b o y s . D i s p l a y e d b e f o r e h i s f a m i l y and 

r e l a t i v e s i n hakama ( s k i r t w o r n i n t r a d i t i o n a l J a p a n e s e 

o u t f i t ) , he was g i v e n a m i n i a t u r e s w o r d w h i c h , he w r o t e 

l a t e r , " a d m i t t e d h i m i n t o t h e r a n k s o f k n i g h t h o o d . " B u t he 

d i d n o t wear h i s s w o r d f o r l o n g : a law was p a s s e d s h o r t l y 

t h e r e a f t e r t h a t banned s a m u r a i f r o m b e a r i n g a r m s . I n a z o 

remembered h i s f e e l i n g s a t t h a t t i m e : 

[W]hen I was t o l d to drop [the s w o r d ] , not o n l y 
d i d my l o i n s f e e l l o n e l y , b u t I was l i t e r a l l y 
low i n s p i r i t . I had been t a u g h t t o be p r o u d o f 
b e i n g a s a m u r a i , whose badge the sword was. 

U n t i l t h e s w o r d was b a n n e d , f e n c i n g had b e e n a r e g u l a r 

p a r t o f h i s e d u c a t i o n . To t h i s were added spear e x e r c i s e s and 

j u j i t s u . The l a t t e r was i n c l u d e d i n h i s c h i l d h o o d t r a i n i n g , 
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he r e l a t e d , b e c a u s e o f h i s f a t h e r ' s b e l i e f i n t h e s c h o o l o f 

m u - t o - r y u ( n o - s w o r d s c h o o l ) , whose p r i n c i p l e was t h a t a 

samura i "need not f i g h t w i t h a weapon": 

[A] t r u e w a r r i o r s h o u l d by shear s t r e n g t h o f h i s 
w i l l , the f o r c e o f h i s s p i r i t , w h i c h f l a s h i n g i n 
h i s eyes o r r e v e a l i n g i t s e l f i n h i s v o i c e and 
h i s w h o l e d e m e a n o r , so s t r i k e t e r r o r i n t o h i s 
opponent as t o subdue h i m w i t h o u t s t r i k i n g a 
b low. 

I n a z o ' s e a r l y e x p o s u r e t o t h e m a r t i a l a r t s , u n l i k e h i s 

s tudy of the Chinese C l a s s i c s , l e f t an i n d e l i b l e mark i n h i s 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s . Many y e a r s l a t e r , r e l i v i n g t h e c h i l d h o o d 

f a n t a s i e s o f the nob le w a r r i o r t h a t he had a s p i r e d to become, 

I n a z o w o u l d c o n s t r u c t an i d e a l i z e d and h i g h l y r o m a n t i c i z e d 

14 

v e r s i o n o f B u s h i d o , the s a m u r a i e t h i c . 

H i s c a r e f r e e M o r i o k a days l a s t e d o n l y u n t i l h i s n i n t h 

y e a r . S e k i , a n x i o u s f o r t h e f u t u r e o f h e r sons i n t h i s p e r i o d 

o f r a p i d c h a n g e , l e n t much t h o u g h t t o t h e i r s u b s e q u e n t 

e d u c a t i o n . D e c i d i n g t h a t T o k y o o f f e r e d t h e g r e a t e s t 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r s o c i a l a d v a n c e m e n t , she s e n t I n a z o and 

M i c h i r o t h e r e t o an u n c l e , O t a T o k i t o s h i . A y o u n g e r b r o t h e r 

o f J u j i r o , T o k i t o s h i had l e f t Nanbu a f t e r t h e R e s t o r a t i o n t o 

pursue h i s f o r t u n e s i n the c a p i t a l . In the G i n z a d i s t r i c t , he 

o p e n e d a c l o t h i n g s h o p t o s e l l W e s t e r n - s t y l e o u t f i t s . 
- - 15 

C h i l d l e s s , he adopted Inazo to c o n t i n u e the Ota f a m i l y l i n e . 

E n g l i s h S t u d i e s i n Tokyo: 1872-1876 

E n g l i s h was i n vogue when Inazo a r r i v e d i n Tokyo i n 1871. 
17 



F o r t h o s e a m b i t i o u s t o r i s e i n t h e w o r l d , i t was c o n s i d e r e d an 

i n d i s p e n s i b l e s k i l l o f g r e a t e s t p r a c t i c a l v a l u e . W i d e l y - r e a d 

p u b l i c i s t s , such as Fukuzawa Y u k i c h i , M o r i A r i n o r i and N i s h i 

Amane, e x t o l l e d t h e v i r t u e s o f E n g l i s h , and t h e i r v e r y 

p r o m i n e n c e i n s o c i e t y l e n t a p o w e r f u l t e s t i m o n y t o i t s 

c o n t e m p o r a r y w o r t h . F u k u z a w a , m o r e o v e r , i n h i s b e s t - s e l l i n g 

b o o k , Gakumon no susume (An E n c o u r a g e m e n t o f L e a r n i n g ) , had 

h a r s h l y c r i t i c i z e d t h e i n h e r e n t d e f e c t s o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 

Chinese c u r r i c u l u m . 

I n a z o and h i s b r o t h e r e n r o l l e d i n a p r i v a t e E n g l i s h 

s c h o o l t h a t was o p e r a t e d f o r p r o f i t . Schoo l s run by C h r i s t i a n 

m i s s i o n a r i e s were a l s o a v a i l a b l e a t l e s s o r no c o s t , b u t 

T o k i t o s h i , s u s p i c i o u s o f t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s ' m o t i v e s , and 

d e s p i s i n g t h e i r r e l i g i o n as most J a p a n e s e t h e n d i d , k e p t t h e 

17 

boys away. 

For Inazo , growing up i n Nanbu made f r i e n d s h i p d i f f i c u l t 

a t f i r s t w i t h boys f r o m o t h e r p a r t s o f the c o u n t r y . "The 

N o r t h e a s t e r n b r o g u e , " he r e c a l l e d , "was p r o v o c a t i v e o f 

m e r c i l e s s r a g g i n g and s o m e t i m e s a c a u s e o f r e a l s o r r o w and 

home-s i ckness ." But c u r i o u s l y h i s Tohoku d i a l e c t a l s o gave 

h i m c e r t a i n a d v a n t a g e s t o l e a r n E n g l i s h , w h i c h may have 

compensated f o r h i s i n i t i a l s o c i a l o s t r a c i s m : 

I v e r y soon found t h a t , on the whole , I , as w e l l 
as o t h e r boys who came f r o m t h e N o r t h e a s t e r n 
p r o v i n c e s , c o u l d c a t c h and i m i t a t e t h £ g t e a c h e r ' s 
i n t o n a t i o n much b e t t e r than the r e s t . 

A f t e r s t u d y i n g i n the p r i v a t e s c h o o l f o r about a y e a r , he 

18 



e n r o l l e d i n the Nanbu domain s c h o o l , the Kyokan g i j u k u , which 

was l o c a t e d i n T s u k i j i a t t h e f o r m e r d a i m y o ' s r e s i d e n c e . 

S i n c e t h e s c h o o l was q u i t e a l o n g d i s t a n c e f r o m h i s 

s t e p f a t h e r ' s h o u s e , I n a z o was p l a c e d i n one o f t h e 

d o r m i t o r i e s , which housed over one-hundred b o a r d e r s . About the 

same number o f s t u d e n t s commuted from t h e i r homes d a i l y : 

[ T ] h i s s c h o o l was l a r g e e n o u g h t o d i v i d e 
s tudent s i n t o grades . A l l the books used were i n 
t h e E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e , w h i c h t h e J a p a n e s e 
t e a c h e r s t r a n s l a t e d and e x p l a i n e d . The h i g h e s t 
c l a s s used Quackenbos' E n g l i s h H i s t o r y . The one 
below read P e t e r P a r l e y ' s U n i v e r s a l H i s t o r y . The 
t h i r d c l a s s had M i t c h e l l ' s Geography. I was put 
i n a lower grade and began w i t h a s m a l l grammar 
by Quackenbos. 

I n a z o made r a p i d p r o g r e s s and was p r o m o t e d t o a s m a l l , 

s e l e c t c l a s s o f a d v a n c e d s t u d e n t s , where he c o n t i n u e d t o 

e x c e l . In 1875, he p a s s e d t h e d i f f i c u l t e n t r a n c e e x a m i n a t i o n 

f o r t h e e l i t e T o k y o F o r e i g n L a n g u a g e S c h o o l t h a t had been 

e s t a b l i s h e d b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t t w o y e a r s b e f o r e . T h e 

c o m p e t i t i o n h a d been v e r y s t i f f , s i n c e t h e b e n e f i t s t o be 

g a i n e d were o b v i o u s t o t h e many a s p i r a n t s . F i r s t l y , t h e 

t e a c h e r s were a l l f o r e i g n e r s , m o s t l y A m e r i c a n s and B r i t i s h , 

and t h e i r l e s s o n s were second t o none; s e c o n d l y , t u i t i o n fees 

were n o m i n a l , and i f a needy f a m i l y made a r e q u e s t , even t h i s 

c o u l d be e x e m p t e d . S h o r t l y a f t e r he e n t e r e d , t h e E n g l i s h 

D e p a r t m e n t was r e o r g a n i z e d as a s e p a r a t e e n t i t y , t h e Tokyo 

20 

e i g o gakko (Tokyo E n g l i s h S c h o o l ) . 

A t t h i s p r i v i l e g e d i n s t i t u t i o n , I n a z o met a r e m a r k a b l e 

t e a c h e r who t a u g h t h i m many b a s i c E n g l i s h s k i l l s : 

19 



[N] o teacher at whose f e e t I sat e i t h e r before 
or a f t e r him i n s p i r e d me with such a love of 
l e a r n i n g as d i d Mr. M.M. Scott. I dare say that 
many of my schoolmates w i l l share with me 
feelings of h e a r t f e l t gratitude to t h i s Kentucky 
veteran of education. He was an educator i n the 
highest sense of the term i n drawing ouj^of each 
boy what lay latent i n his l i t t l e soul. 

Inazo was introduced to E n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e i n Scott's 

class, and read selections from Bacon, Shakespeare, Milton and 

Goldsmith. This t a l e n t e d teacher a l s o gave him h i s f i r s t 

s ystematic t r a i n i n g i n E n g l i s h composition; and one of h i s 

y o u t h f u l essays, e n t i t l e d "The Importance of Introducing 

C h r i s t i a n i t y i n t o Japan," was s e l e c t e d by Scott and sent to 
22 

the 1876 Centennial Exhibition held i n Philadelphia. 

While studying at the Tokyo eigo gakko, two events 

occurred that proved p i v o t a l to Inazo's subsequent schooling. 

The f i r s t was a v i s i t to Sanbongi, the l i t t l e community that 

owed i t s existence to the pioneering work of his grandfather, 

by the Emperor M e i j i i n 1876. The Imperial guest, on h i s 

one-night stopover, c a l l e d the Nitobe f a m i l y members i n t o 

audience and presented them with money to commemorate the 

services that Tsuto had rendered: 
I was i n Tokyo and when a l l the papers wrote 
about the r o y a l v i s i t to my house, I f e l t 
e x a l t e d both by the past of my f a m i l y ^ n d the 
greatness of my future r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . 

The second i n c i d e n t was a f i e r y speech by young 

government o f f i c i a l , a Mr. Nishimura, who had come to h i s 
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s c h o o l t o r e c r u i t s t u d e n t s f o r t h e n e w l y e s t a b l i s h e d 

a g r i c u l t u r a l c o l l e g e i n H o k k a i d o . N i s h i m u r a u r g e d them t h a t 

J a p a n now needed s p e c i a l i s t s i n s c i e n c e more t h a n i t needed 

g e n e r a l i s t s i n l a w . 

The t a l k c o n v i n c e d I n a z o . U n t i l t h a t t i m e , he had n o t 

t h o u g h t c a r e f u l l y a b o u t h i s v o c a t i o n . L i k e most o f h i s 

c l a s s m a t e s , he had vague p l a n s t o s t u d y l a w , w i t h hopes o f 

l a t e r s e r v i n g i n some b r a n c h o f t h e b u r g e o n i n g g o v e r n m e n t 
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b u r e a u c r a c y . Now he r e c o n s i d e r e d h i s c h o i c e anew. H i s 

f a m i l y a l r e a d y had a r e p u t a t i o n as d e v e l o p e r s o f a g r i c u l t u r a l 

l a n d s . Perhaps he too s h o u l d pursue t h i s endeavor . W i t h t h i s 

f r e s h g o a l i n m i n d , I n a z o e n t e r e d t h e s e c o n d c l a s s o f t h e 

Sapporo A g r i c u l t u r a l C o l l e g e i n the autumn o f 1877. 

Sapporo: 1877-1883 

The S a p p o r o n o g a k k o (S ap p oro A g r i c u l t u r a l C o l l e g e ) was 

s t a r t e d by t h e k a i t a k u s h i ( H o k k a i d o C o l o n i z a t i o n O f f i c e ) . In 

1876, Kuroda K i y o t a k a , who had from the v e r y f i r s t gu ided i t s 

d e v e l o p m e n t , a r r a n g e d t h r o u g h G e n e r a l H o r a c e C a p r o n , h i s 

A m e r i c a n a d v i s o r , and M o r i A r i n o r i , the Japanese M i n i s t e r i n 

t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , f o r t h e P r e s i d e n t o f t h e M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

A g r i c u l t u r a l C o l l e g e , W i l l i a m S. C l a r k , t o s t a r t a s i m i l a r 

s c h o o l i n J a p a n . C l a r k a r r i v e d i n t h e summer o f 1876 w i t h two 

a s s i s t a n t s , W i l l i a m W h e e l e r and D a v i d P e n h a l l o w , t o l a y t h e 

g r o u n d w o r k . ^ 

Though i t b o r e t h e name " a g r i c u l t u r a l c o l l e g e , " w h i c h 

s u g g e s t s a w o r k - o r i e n t a t e d i n s t i t u t i o n , t h e no g a k k o 1 s 

21 



educational aims were f a r more comprehensive i n scope. The 

hours devoted to p r a c t i c a l experiences, such as working on the 

col l e g e ' s farm, were r e l a t i v e l y few when compared to the 

actual time spent i n the classroom on s o l i d academic subjects. 

And even though emphasis was placed on the natural and applied 

s c i e n c e s , the humanities were not neglected. In the Plan f o r 

O r g a n i z a t i o n , which Clark had drawn up, the c o l l e g e ' s s t a t e d 

objectives were to: 

[ Q j u a l i f y i t s students f o r i n t e l l i g e n t and 
e f f e c t i v e work i n the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of 
business, and i n those departments of i n d u s t r y 
and technical science pertaining to agriculture 
and the development of n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , 
manufactures, and the maintenance of an advanced 
c i v i l i z a t i o n ; a l s o to promote conceptions of 
t h e i r r elations to the state and to society, and 
of se 1 f-g£il ture b e f i t t i n g t h e i r p r o s p e c t i v e 
stations. 

Clark returned to the United States af t e r only an eight-

month sojourn i n Sapporo, during which time the c o l l e g e 

launched i t s f i r s t class. But his two young assistants stayed 

behind and formed the core of the f o r e i g n teaching s t a f f . 

Wheeler taught mathematics and engineering, and Penhallow, 

Chemistry. In 1877, another American, an Amherst U n i v e r s i t y 

g r a d u a t e , W i l l i a m Brooks, a r r i v e d and took over the 

a g r i c u l t u r a l courses formerly taught by Clark. The following 

year, two more New Englanders, John Cutter and C e c i l Peabody, 

j o i n e d the s t a f f . The former, a medical doctor, taught 

Physiology, and the l a t t e r , mathematics and mechanics. But 

because of t e a c h e r s h o r t a g e , a l l t h e s e yatoi^ ( f o r e i g n 
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e m p l o y e e s ) were f o r c e d t o become g e n e r a l i s t s , and much o f 

t h e i r t e a c h i n g i n v o l v e d h e l p i n g s tudent s w i t h E n g l i s h grammar, 

. . 27 c o m p o s i t i o n and r h e t o r i c . 

Inazo was w e l l - p r e p a r e d f o r the nogakko's c u r r i c u l u m . H i s 

s t u d i e s a t t h e T o k y o e i g o gakko had p r e p a r e d h i m more t h a n 

a d e q u a t e l y f o r t h e c l a s s e s t h a t were t a u g h t i n E n g l i s h . H i s 

c l o s e c o n t a c t w i t h h i s t e a c h e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h Brooks and 

C u t t e r , gave h i m i n v a l u a b l e o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak E n g l i s h 

a l m o s t d a i l y . And w i t h h i s c l a s s m a t e s , I n a z o r o u t i n e l y u s e d 

E n g l i s h ; and n e a r l y a l l h i s c o r r e s p o n d e n c e t o them a r e i n 

t h i s f o r e i g n t o n g u e . Yuzo O t a ' s E i g o t o N i h o n j i n ( E n g l i s h 

and t h e J a p a n e s e ) h i g h l i g h t s t h i s u n i q u e a s p e c t o f I n a z o ' s 

g e n e r a t i o n w i t h t h e i r o v e r w h e l m i n g e x p o s u r e t o E n g l i s h i n 

t h e i r y o u t h . U n d o u b t e d l y , t h i s e d u c a t i o n a l e x p e r i e n c e e a s e d 

— 2 8 Inazo's e n t r y l a t e r on i n t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o c i e t y . 

But j u s t as i m p o r t a n t were the s p i r i t u a l i n f l u e n c e s t h a t 

he r e c e i v e d a t t h e n o g a k k o . C l a r k h a d l e f t b e h i n d h i s 

C h r i s t i a n b e l i e f s , which pervaded the s c h o o l ' s atmosphere when 

I n a z o a r r i v e d . The f i r s t - y e a r s t u d e n t s , who had a l l been 

c o n v e r t e d by C l a r k , were i n a p r o s e l y t i z i n g mood and anxious 
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to win the newcomers to C h r i s t . 

Of the twenty- two members o f Inazo's c l a s s , seven became 

C h r i s t i a n and r e c e i v e d t h e i r b a p t i s m i n June 1878. Among them, 

I n a z o , U c h i m u r a K a n z o , M i y a b e K i n g o , H i r o i I s a m u , T a k a g i 

T o m i t a r o , F u j i t a Kyuzaburo. Thi.s l i t t l e band of seven became 

v e r y c l o s e l y - k n i t o v e r t h e n e x t f o u r y e a r s o f c o l l e g e ; t h e y 

23 



d e v e l o p e d t h e i r own s u b c u l t u r e which c e n t e r e d on the 

independent worship of Christ and the practices of Ch r i s t i a n 

l i v i n g . 

In spite of his outward allegiance, Inazo struggled with 

h i s new f a i t h . His s p i r i t u a l d i f f i c u l t i e s , which have been 

described with great a c u i t y by Matsukuma Toshiko, appear to 
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have deep p s y c h o l o g i c a l r o o t s . From e a r l y i n h i s Sapporo 

student days, he was d r i v e n by an obsession to gain academic 

honors. This made him look upon h i s f e l l o w classmates, 

es p e c i a l l y Uchimura and Miyabe who were his closest friends, 

as r i v a l s f o r the best grades. Inazo drove h i m s e l f to 

i n c r e d i b l e lengths i n h i s study i n hopes of g a i n i n g the top 

p o s i t i o n i n c l a s s . His l e t t e r s back home to h i s s t e p f a t h e r 

T o k i t o s h i d e s c r i b e i n great d e t a i l the t e s t scores of each 

student and t h e i r respective ranking. Though Inazo excelled 

in English, his math was weak, which pulled his t o t a l average 
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down, and t h i s was a constant source of anxiety for him. 

Inazo's burning ambition to standout among his classmates 

was fostered i n him from childhood by his family; p a r t i c u l a r l y 

by h i s mother, Seki, and h i s s t e p f a t h e r . Both held high 

expectations of him and c e a s e l e s s l y admonished him, by word 

and demeanor, that they would not be s a t i s f i e d with him being 
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of second rank. 

But Inazo also possessed a sensitive, emotional nature 

and was quick to r e a l i z e the inherent c o n t r a d i c t i o n s of 

r i s s h i n shusse—with i t s stress on worldly honor and s t a t u s — 

and the e t h i c a l values taught by C h r i s t i a n i t y . Inazo needed 24 



to r e s o l v e t h i s p a i n f u l d i lemma i n h i m s e l f and to j u s t i f y i n 

h i s own mind h i s c o m p e l l i n g need f o r outward r e c o g n i t i o n . He 

s p e n t l o n g h o u r s i n t h e l i b r a r y r e a d i n g p h i l o s o p h y and 

r e l i g i o n to seek an answer to h i s i n n e r t u r m o i l . By h i s t h i r d 

y e a r a t t h e n o g a k k o / he had t r a n s f o r m e d f r o m an a c t i v e l a d , 

who c o m p e t e d w e l l i n s p o r t s and who " p l a y e d f i r s t base" i n 

b a s e b a l l i n t r a m u r a l s , to a b o o k i s h i n t r o v e r t nicknamed by h i s 

3 4 -c o m p a n i o n s "monk." U c h i m u r a K a n z o , i n h i s e a r l y 

a u t o b i o g r a p h y , How JE Became a C h r i s t i a n , draws a d e f t p o r t r a i t 

o f the t r o u b l e d Inazo: 

Pau l (Inazo's C h r i s t i a n name) was a s c h o l a r . He 
o f t e n s u f f e r e d f r o m n e u r a l g i a , a n d w a s 
n e a r s i g h t e d . He c o u l d d o u b t a l l t h i n g s , c o u l d 
manufacture new d o u b t s , and must t e s t and prove 
e v e r y t h i n g b e f o r e he c o u l d a c c e p t i t . Thomas he 
o u g h t t o have s u r n a m e d h i m s e l f . B u t w i t h h i s 
s p e c t a c l e s , and a l l h i s assumed s c h o l a r l y a i r s , 
he was a g u i l e l e s s boy a t h e a r t ; and he c o u l d 
j o i n w i t h h i s comrades i n a f e t e champetre under 
t h e c h e r r y b l o s s o m s i n a S a b b a t h a f t e r n o o n , 
a f t e r i n t h a t m o r n i n g he c o o l e d t h e e n t h u s i a s m 
o f t h e " c h u r c h " w i t h h i s g l o o m y and i n t r i c a t e 
doubts about P r o v i d e n c e and P r e d e s t i n a t i o n . 

The p r o l o n g e d h o u r s o f r e a d i n g had damaged I n a z o ' s 

v i s i o n ; he was p l a g u e d m o r e o v e r w i t h s e v e r e h e a d a c h e s t h a t 

w o u l d n o t s u b s i d e . To r e l i e v e t h e p a i n , he v i s i t e d D o c t o r 

C u t t e r who gave h i m some p i l l s . A m e n t a l d e p r e s s i o n e n s u e d , 

d u r i n g which t i m e he c a s t i g a t e d h i m s e l f i n h i s d i a r y t h a t he 

was " F r a i l " and "Wrack ." In t h e m i d s t o f h i s a g o n i e s , d u r i n g 

w h i c h t i m e h i s r a n k i n c l a s s f e l l f r o m t h i r d t o t e n t h , he 

c h a n c e d t o f i n d i n t h e I n d e p e n d e n t an a r t i c l e by Thomas 

C a r l y l e , w h i c h s t r u c k a r e s o n a n t c h o r d i n h i m . S h o r t l y 
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t h e r e a f t e r , he l o c a t e d a copy of C a r l y l e ' s Sartor Resartus, 
3 6 

which gave him a key to solve h i s t r a v a i l s . Miwa Kimitada 

d e s c r i b e s Inazo's reading the book "with an urgency of a 

starved man gobbling up h i s f i r s t decent food i n days." 

Later i n l i f e , Nitobe would c l a i m that "Sartor Resartus was 

his patron for l i f e " and that he had perused i t s purple pages 
3 7 

over "over f o r t y times." 

In J u l y 1880, Inazo l e f t Hokkaido f o r a short v i s i t to 

his Iwate home on his way to Tokyo to seek medical treatment 

fo r h i s eyes. Just a f t e r he had l e f t Sapporo, a telegram 

reached the nogakko to inform him that he should s p e e d i l y 

return home, for his mother was c r i t i c a l l y i l l . Inazo, unware 

of the message, d i d not hurry, and spent some time with a 

f r i e n d v i s i t i n g Towada before a r r i v i n g i n Morioka a f t e r an 
3 8 

absence of almost ten years. 

His aunt, whom he mistook at f i r s t f o r h i s mother, met 

him at the door. Seeing h i s exuberant face a l l aglow, she 

could not bear to t e l l him that Seki's f u n e r a l had been held 

only three days before. Instead, she g e n t l y led him to the 

f a m i l y a l t e r , which was s t i l l burning f r e s h incense to her 

memory, and q u i e t l y s a i d " t h i s i s what has happened to your 

mother." Inazo was stunned and could not utter a word. But his 

o l d e s t s i s t e r , Mine, r e c a l l e d that she saw him "out i n the 

garden out of sight of people's eyes leaning against the plum 
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tree and weeping." Mary Nitobe later described her husband's 

devotion to his mother: 26 



He c a r r i e d w i t h h i m t h r o u g h o u t t h e y e a r s o f 
t h e i r s e p a r a t i o n , t h e l e t t e r s she had w r i t t e n 
h i m , a n d a f t e r w a r d s r e a d t h e m on e v e r y 
a n n i v e r s a r y o f h e r G o i n g . I l e a r n e d e a r l y t o 
r e s p e c t my h u s b a n d ' s d e s i r e f o r a q u i e t 
a p a r t n e s s on t h i s h a l l o w e d a n n i v e r s a r y , and t o 
r e c o g n i z e t h e f a c t t h a t t h e r e i s an i n n e r m o s t 
r e c e s s o f the s t o u t e s t h e ^ r t , t h a t no one can or 
shou ld t r y to p e n e t r a t e . 

Inazo never forgave h i m s e l f f o r not b e i n g a t h i s mother's 

d e a t h b e d . And t h i s deep r e g r e t made h e r e n t r e a t i e s , t h a t he 

become a g r e a t person worthy o f t h e i r a n c e s t o r s , a l l the more 

p r e s s i n g i n h i s mind. He r e s o l v e d t h a t he would c a r r y out her 

w i s h e s . 4 1 

He g r a d u a t e d f r o m t h e n o g a k k o i n J u l y 1881 and e n t e r e d 

t h e k a i t a k u s h i . G r e a t c h a n g e s were t h e n t a k i n g p l a c e . The 

k a i t a k u s h i was b e i n g d i s m a n t l e d and i t s f u n c t i o n s t r a n s f e r r e d 
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t o t h e n o r m s h o ( M i n i s t r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e and F o r e s t r y ) . 

B e c a u s e o f t h i s s t r e a m l i n i n g , t h e r e was l i t t l e t o do i n t h e 

Sapporo o f f i c e , and Inazo spent most of h i s work hours r e a d i n g 

h i s own b o o k s . R e a l i z i n g t h a t h i s c a r e e r was n o t g o i n g 

anywhere, he p e t i t i o n e d the n o r i n s h o i n May 1883 to r e l e a s e 
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him from h i s c o n t r a c t . H i s r e q u e s t was g r a n t e d . 
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The d i r e c t i o n i n which educa
tion starts a man w i l l determine 
his future l i f e . 

Plato, The Republic 

CHAPTER I I 

Graduate S t u d i e s Abroad: 1883-1890 

_ * _ 

Almost twenty-one, Ota Inazo, l e f t Hokkaido i n the 

summer of 1883 f o r Tokyo. In h i s s i x years of residence i n 

Sapporo, he had grown i n t o manhood and had acquired a deep 

a f f e c t i o n f o r the l i t t l e town and i t s people. He h e l d high 

hopes that he would one day return to help the i s l a n d develop. 

But before he could do t h i s , he h i m s e l f needed to grow and 

l e a r n s k i l l s to become a great leader. Beckoned by t h i s 

" f l i c k e r before h i s eyes," he made plans to prepare f o r 

greater things. 1 

Search for Fame and Honor: the Path to America 

Ota got h i s s t e p f a t h e r ' s a p p r o v a l to f u r t h e r h i s 

s c h o o l i n g "for two more years" at Todai (Tokyo U n i v e r s i t y ) . 

In t h i s quest for graduate education, he appears to have been 

moved i n part by what h i s Sapporo f r i e n d s and r i v a l s were 

doing. Miyabe Kingo was already studying Botany at Todai; 

* _ _ 
I use Ota,_ Inazo's surname at t h i s time, f o r most of 

t h i s chapter. Ota becomes Nitobe again i n A p r i l 1889, and 
the circumstances behind t h i s change are explained on page 
47-48. 
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Uchimura Kanzo was a l s o p l a n n i n g to do advanced work i n the 

F i s h e r y l a b o r a t o r y t h e r e ; H i r o i I s a m u , who p o s s e s s e d an 

e n g i n e e r i n g b e n t , was p r e p a r i n g t o go t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s ; 

and an o l d e r f r i e n d , S a t o S h o s u k e , was a l r e a d y a t t h e J o h n s 

2 
Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y . 

O t a e n r o l l e d i n t h e F a c u l t y o f L i t e r a t u r e i n S e p t e m b e r 

1883, though he was s t i l l commit ted to pursue a g r i c u l t u r e as a 

v o c a t i o n a l f i e l d . He had found w h i l e s t u d y i n g a t the nogakko 

t h a t he l i k e d the h u m a n i t i e s much more than he d i d the n a t u r a l 

o r a p p l i e d s c i e n c e s . In t h e l a t t e r , m o r e o v e r , h i s i n e p t n e s s 

w i t h numbers had k e p t h i m f r o m a t t a i n i n g good m a r k s . He was 

caught i n a b i n d s i n c e a g r i c u l t u r e , as a p r a c t i c a l d i s c i p l i n e , 

was e v o l v i n g i n t o a s p e c i a l i z e d f i e l d t h a t i n c r e a s i n g l y 

employed new t e c h n o l o g y and thus r e q u i r e d some m a t h e m a t i c a l 

a p t i t u d e . B u t he f o u n d a way o u t o f h i s d i l e m m a by s e l e c t i n g 

A g r i c u l t u r a l E c o n o m i c s as h i s m a j o r . By d o i n g so he c o u l d 

c o n t i n u e the f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n and s t i l l s tudy l i t e r a t u r e and 

h i s t o r y . A t T o d a i , i n a d d i t i o n t o h i s o n e c o u r s e i n 

A g r i c u l t u r a l E c o n o m i c s , he t o o k S t a t i s t i c s , E n g l i s h 
3 

L i t e r a t u r e , and E n g l i s h C o m p o s i t i o n . 

T o k y o U n i v e r s i t y i n 1883 was s t i l l a young i n s t i t u t i o n 

t h a t had n o t y e t a t t a i n e d t h e p r e s t i g e t h a t w o u l d l a t e r 

endowed i t s p r o f e s s o r s l a t e r w i t h a c h a r m e d m y s t i q u e ; i t s 

f a c u l t y c o n s i s t e d o f a number o f y a t o i and young J a p a n e s e 

i n s t r u c t o r s who had j u s t r e t u r n e d f r o m o v e r s e a s s t u d y . 

O t a ' s p r o f e s s o r s were a German named R h a t g e n , an A m e r i c a n , 
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Cox, and two Japanese, Toyama S h o i c h i and T a j i r i I n a j i r o , b o t h 

o f whom had s t u d i e d i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . Though O t a made 

e x c e l l e n t grades i n h i s f i r s t s e m e s t e r , he c o m p l a i n e d o f poor 

i n s t r u c t i o n : 

I am g e t t i n g d i s g u s t f u l [ s i c ] o f i n s t r u c t i o n i n 
t h e U n i v e r s i t y . I t h o u g h t I c a n l e a r n v e r y much 
i n i t [ s i c ] ; b u t n o l T h e r e a r e p l e n t y o f b o o k s , 
b u t n o t p l e n t y o f good t e a c h e r s , [ s i c ] Toyama 
c a n ' t t e a c h E n g l i s h v e r y w e l l . We a r e s t u d y i n g 
H a m l e t : he j u m p s o v e r many p l a c e s as t o o 
d i f f i c u l t . Cox i s s i m p l y an o l d f a s h i o n e d t r u e -
t o - r u l e s - o f - s y n t a x g r a m m a r i a n . I don't t h i n k 
v e r y h i g h l y o f h i s c o r r e c t i o n s o f our e s s a y s . He 
i s a man o f n o t much i d e a , [ s i c ] Toyama's 
h i s t o r y i s a l s o v e r y p o o r . He knows s c a r e l y 
a n y t h i n g b e s i d e s w h a t i s c o n t a i n e d i n t h e 
t e x t b o o k i t s e l f ; he may know b e t t e r o f 
p h i l o s o p h y [ s i c ] b u t t h a t i s n o t my s u b j e c t o f 
s t u d y . I l i k e Mr. T a j i r i ' s Economy; b u t [ t h e ] 
hours f o r Economy a r e t o o l i t t l e and s e l f - s t u d y 
a l o n e ^ c a n s u p p l y what [the] c l a s s - r o o m l e c t u r e s 
l a c k . 

By e a r l y 1 8 8 4 , he d e c i d e d t o l e a v e t h e u n i v e r s i t y 

a t t h e e n d o f t h e s e c o n d t e r m ; he h a d h a d e n o u g h o f 

i n c o m p e t e n t t e a c h i n g . But many y e a r s l a t e r , i n one o f h i s 

c o l o r f u l a n e c d o t e s p u b l i s h e d i n K i g a n no a s h i (Reeds o f t h e 

R e t u r n e d G o o s e ) , a book t h a t s o l d w e l l d u r i n g h i s r e i g n as 

H e a d m a s t e r o f t h e F i r s t H i g h e r S c h o o l , he gave a d i f f e r e n t 
5 

a c c o u n t o f h i s m o t i v e s . R a t h e r t h a n "poor t e a c h e r s , " he 

p l a c e d blame upon the "backwardness" of Japanese academics a t 

t h a t t i m e . T h i s w e l l - k n o w n s t o r y goes as f o l l o w s . H a v i n g 

come e a r l y f o r one o f Toyama's c l a s s e s , he s a t i n t h e c o r n e r 

o f t h e room and was r e a d i n g H e n ry George's P o v e r t y and  

P r o g r e s s , w h i c h a f r i e n d (most l i k e l y Sato) had s e n t him from 

30 



the United States. Toyama asked him the t i t l e of the book, and 
Ota t o l d him. The p r o f e s s o r was i mpressed. "That," he s a i d , 
" i s an i m p o r t a n t book. A f t e r you f i n i s h i t , you s h o u l d w r i t e 
an a r t i c l e f o r one of the j o u r n a l s . " But n o t i c i n g t h a t the 
book had been p u b l i s h e d some e i g h t y e a r s b e f o r e , Ota was 
shocked; Japanese s c h o l a r s h i p , he concluded, was e i g h t years 
behind t h a t of the West. That experience prompted him to q u i t 

6 

Todai and go to America. 
Unlike Sato Shosuke, whose t r i p was being financed by the 

M e i j i government, Ota had t o fend f o r h i m s e l f . F o r t u n a t e l y 
T o k i t o s h i had some government bonds that he cashed to o b t a i n 
money. 7 I t was not a l a r g e amount, but s u f f i c i e n t t o get Ota 
s t a r t e d . J u s t how l o n g the funds would h o l d out he d i d not 
know; he would e n t r u s t h i s f a t e to the kindness of Providence. 
By l a t e summer Ota's p r e p a r a t i o n was done; and b e f o r e 
embarking on h i s voyage, he wrote a l o n g l e t t e r t o h i s 
i n t i m a t e f r i e n d , Miyabe Kingo, which i l l u m i n a t e c l e a r l y h i s 
circumstances: 

I s h a l l l e a v e T o k i o [ s i c ] f o r America. I go o f f 
u n p r o v i d e d w i t h ample funds. I run a r i s k : i t 
may be too b o l d . But t h i n k i n g t h a t l i f e i s a t 
b e s t but a b o l d a t t e m p t a t a dventure, I d e c i d e 
t o go. Some d i s s u a d e me from the p l a n on the 
score that my h e a l t h (eyes) may give way. Others 
s t r o n g l y recommend me to be s e t t l e d here w i t h a 
w i f e - - t o c o n f e s s the t r u t h , the b r i d e was even 
s e l e c t e d — f r o m a f a m i l y of an i n f l u e n t i a l 
S e c r e t a r y of [the] Dai Jo Kwan; but I r e j e c t e d 
[the m a r r i a g e ] ...at p r e s e n t I have no o b s t a 
c l e s ...father & mother are h e a l t h y : they can 
e a t and d r i n k : I have no o b l i g a t i o n s : my h e a l t h 
i s sound: my eyes are b e t t e r . L e t me go. Good
bye, o l d F r i e n d ... Pray f o r me as o f t as thou 
rememberest me. I w i l l be t r u e and f a i t h f u l to 
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my f r i e n d s and endeavor to be so to myself. 

Ota l e f t without a w e l l - d e f i n e d study plan; although he 
"wanted to do economics," he chose, s t r a n g e l y , a s m a l l c o l l e g e 
i n Western P e n n s y l v a n i a t h a t d i d not have t h a t type of 

. . 9 
t r a i n i n g . He had s e l e c t e d A l l e g h e n y C o l l e g e , i t appears, at 
the a d v i c e of F l o r a H a r r i s or her husband Merriman H a r r i s , 
m i s s i o n a r i e s i n Japan f o r many y e a r s , whom he had known i n 
Sapporo. They were i n Tokyo d u r i n g h i s l a s t year a t T o d a i i n 
1884. In March th a t year, H a r r i s had o f f i c i a t e d at Uchimura's 
wedding, which Ota a t t e n d e d . 1 ^ The H a r r i s e s were A l l e g h e n y 

11 
C o l l e g e g r a d u a t e s , and had met each o t h e r on campus. 
M e a d v i l l e , P e n n s y l v a n i a , the l o c a t i o n of the s c h o o l , was 
F l o r a ' s hometown. Her f a m i l y , the B e s t s , s t i l l r e s i d e d t h e r e 
when Ota a r r i v e d on October 30, 1884 w i t h another Japanese 

12 
l a d , Okami Yoshiharu. 

Founded i n 1798, A l l e g h e n y C o l l e g e was a f o u r - y e a r 
l i b e r a l a r t s c o l l e g e w i t h an e x c e l l e n t l o c a l r e p u t a t i o n . But 
i t s backwoods l o c a t i o n , some eig h t y m i l e s north of P i t t s b u r g h 
i n the A l l e g h e n y f o o t h i l l s a m i d s t s m a l l farms and p a s t u r e s , 
foredoomed any p r o s p e c t s t h a t i t might dev e l o p i n t o a major 
u n i v e r s i t y . I t was too i s o l a t e d from the c u l t u r a l s t i m u l a t i o n 
of the E a s t e r n m e t r o p o l i s e s t o a t t r a c t top f a c u l t y and 
s t u d e n t s . In s p i t e of t h i s d i s a d v a n t a g e , the people of the 
c o l l e g e and town s t i l l m a i n t a i n e d an a c t i v e i n t e r e s t i n the 
a f f a i r s of the w i d e r w o r l d . M e a d v i l l e ' s p o p u l a t i o n of t e n 
thousand su p p o r t e d t h r e e newspapers and s e v e r a l weekly and 32 



monthly j o u r n a l s t h a t s e r v e d the town and the s u r r o u n d i n g 
13 

county. The C r a w f o r d Journa1 c a r r i e d the f o l l o w i n g i t e m a 
few days a f t e r Ota and Okami a r r i v e d : 

Japanese Students—Two students, Messrs. Ota and 
Akami, [ s i c ] from the most progressive empire of 
the O r i e n t , have come to A l l e g h e n y C o l l e g e 
d i r e c t from Japan. I f everything i s s a t i s f a c t o r y 
they w i l l be m a t r i c u l a t e d . 

Ota d i d not d e l a y h i s b u s i n e s s . On h i s second day i n 
town, he v i s i t e d President Benjamin Wheeler at the c o l l e g e f o r 
an i n t e r v i e w ; and the f o l l o w i n g day he began h i s c l a s s e s . He 
was a d m i t t e d t o the Freshman c l a s s , and took c o u r s e s i n 

15 
German, H i s t o r y of Philosophy and the A r t of Discourse. But 
a f t e r only a week, Ota received a l e t t e r from Sato urging him 
to the Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y ; s t u d i e s t h e r e , s a i d S a t o , 
would be more a p p r o p r i a t e t o h i s a s p i r a t i o n s . A f t e r a s h o r t 

16 
d e l i b e r a t i o n , he l e f t M e a d v i l l e f o r Baltimore. 

Studies at The Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y 

Sato Shosuke occupies a prominent place i n Hokkaido's 
h i s t o r y as an educator. He took over as a d m i n i s t r a t o r of the 
Sapporo nogakko during i t s years of s t r u g g l e to s u r v i v e budget 
c u t b a c k s i n the l a t e 1880s through the 1890s, and l a t e r 
became Dean of the F a c u l t y of A g r i c u l t u r e when the nogakko was 
incorporated i n t o the Tohoku Im p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y ; and w i t h the 
f o u n d i n g of the Hokkaido I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y i n 1918, Sato 
became i t s f i r s t President. For h i s long a d m i n i s t r a t i v e work, 

17 
he was granted Peerage as a baron. 



L i k e Ota, Sato t o o was from a h i g h - r a n k i n g Nanbu s a m u r a i 

f a m i l y . As c h i l d r e n , he and O t a had f r e q u e n t l y v i s i t e d e a c h 

o t h e r ' s home; t h e y a t t e n d e d t h e K y o k a n g i j u k u t o g e t h e r and 

eve n l i v e d t o g e t h e r f o r a few months; T o k i t o s h i , who was a 

f r i e n d o f S a t o ' s f a t h e r , v i e w e d S h o s u k e , who was s i x y e a r s 

o l d e r t h a n O t a as a t r u s t w o r t h y c o m p a n i o n f o r h i s s t e p s o n . 

Sato e n t e r e d t h e nogakko, and gr a d u a t e d as the t o p s t u d e n t i n 

1880. Soon t h e r e a f t e r he was a p p o i n t e d i n s t r u c t o r a t t h e 
18 

s c h o o l , and s e n t abroad t o A m e r i c a i n 1883. 

W h i l e i n New York, Sato w r o t e t o P r e s i d e n t G i l m a n o f the 

Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y e x p r e s s i n g h i s d e s i r e t o a t t e n d the 

i n s t i t u t i o n ; he l i k e w i s e w r o t e t o P r o f e s s o r H.B. Adams who 
19 

headed t h e H i s t o r y and P o l i t i c a l S c i e n c e D e p a r t m e n t . The 

Department a c c e p t e d him as a Graduate Student i n t h e autumn 

of 1883. He worked h a r d and won t h e a d m i r a t i o n o f b o t h G i l m a n 

and Adams. The f o l l o w i n g O ctober, when Ota a r r i v e d , Sato was 
a l r e a d y a " " F e l l o w - b y - C o u r t e s y " ; h i s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n , 
t h e r e f o r e , c a r r i e d g r e a t w e i g h t w i t h G i l m a n and Adams when 

2 0 
O t a s o u g h t e n t r a n c e t o t h e same d e p a r t m e n t . On h i s 

a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m , he w r o t e , as h i s purpose a t t h e u n i v e r s i t y , 

t h a t he w i s h e d " t o com p l e t e my e d u c a t i o n and t o q u a l i f y m y s e l f 
21 

f o r t e a c h i n g on my r e t u r n t o Japan." 

O t a and S a t o were n o t t h e o n l y J a p a n e s e a t t h e J o h n s 

Hopkins. The same semester t h a t Ota a r r i v e d , a n o t h e r Japanese 

s t u d e n t , M o t o r a Y u j i r o , e n r o l l e d t o s t u d y P h i l o s o p h y and 

P s y c h o l o g y w i t h P r o f e s s o r S t a n l e y H a l l . M o t o r a e x c e l l e d and 
34 



won a U n i v e r s i t y F e l l o w s h i p i n h i s second y e a r , and o b t a i n e d 

h i s P h . D . i n 1 8 8 9 . L a t e r a t T o d a i , he i n t r o d u c e d 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s i n t o J a p a n . In t h e s c i e n c e s , two 

J a p a n e s e had a l r e a d y won t h e i r H o p k i n s P h . D ' s : K u h a r a 

M i t s u r u had comple ted h i s i n C h e m i s t r y i n 1881; and M i t s u k u r i 

K a k i c h i i n 1883 had r e c e i v e d a Z o o l o g y d e g r e e . B o t h became 

p r o f e s s o r s a t t h e I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y upon t h e i r r e t u r n t o 

22 

J a p a n . 

The J o h n s H o p k i n s was i n i t s f o r m a t i v e p e r i o d when O t a 

e n t e r e d ; i t had opened i t s d o o r s o n l y e i g h t y e a r s b e f o r e as 

t h e f i r s t A m e r i c a n u n i v e r s i t y d e v o t e d t o t h e p r o m o t i o n o f 

G r a d u a t e S t u d i e s . I n O t a ' s f i r s t y e a r , i t h a d a t o t a l 

e n r o l l m e n t o f 290 s tudents—174 Graduate Students and F e l l o w s , 

69 M a t r i c u l a t e s ( u n d e r g r a d u a t e s ) , and 47 S p e c i a l S t u d e n t s . 

They were t a u g h t by 52 t e a c h e r s . In i t s s h o r t e x i s t e n c e , t h e 

s c h o o l had p r o d u c e d 54 P h . D . s - - t h e g r e a t e s t number i n t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s . 2 3 

I t s f i r s t p r e s i d e n t , D a n i e l C o i t G i l m a n , was s u i t e d 

p e r f e c t l y f o r t h e t a s k o f c r e a t i n g a m o d e r n , r e s e a r c h -

o r i e n t a t e d u n i v e r s i t y . "His one thought ," wrote a f e l l o w , "is 

t h e J o h n s H o p k i n s U n i v e r s i t y f o r i t s g l o r y and p e r f e c t i o n . " 

L i k e h i s c o l l e a g u e , C h a r l e s E l i o t a t H a r v a r d , Andrew White a t 

C o r n e l l , and James A n g e l l a t M i c h i g a n , G i l m a n had g r e a t power 
2 4 

a n d knew how t o u s e i t . 

A l t h o u g h a b u s y a d m i n i s t r a t o r , G i l m a n had t i m e f o r 

s t u d e n t s . He s e t a s i d e a p a r t o f h i s m o r n i n g h o u r s so t h a t 

they c o u l d come and t a l k w i t h him about problems they had; he 
35 



knew each one p e r s o n a l l y and t h o u g h t f u l l y extended h e l p such 

as g i v i n g a room i n h i s home t o a needy s t u d e n t who had j u s t 

a r r i v e d i n B a l t i m o r e ; o r l e n d i n g money t o t h e m i n 

e m e r g e n c i e s — s i m p l e a c t s w h i c h Hugh H a w k i n s s a y s "bespeak a 
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g e n e r o s i t y beyond the r e q u i r e m e n t s o f h i s p o s i t i o n . " 

O t a saw G i l m a n f r o m t i m e t o t i m e and had c o n v e r s a t i o n s 

w i t h him about Japan . When he was i n Germany, i n 1889, G i l m a n 

s e n t h i m an a r t i c l e he had w r i t t e n i n t h e N a t i o n on t h e 

p r o m u l g a t i o n o f t h e J a p a n e s e C o n s t i t u t i o n . O t a w r o t e b a c k 

s a y i n g t h a t he was "deeply g r a t e f u l f o r -the i n t e r e s t " t h a t the 
2 6 

P r e s i d e n t had shown i n Japan. 

H i s p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t w i t h G i l m a n w o u l d l a t e r s t r o n g l y 

a f f e c t and c o l o r h i s own s t y l e as a s c h o o l a d m i n i s t r a t o r ; i n 

h i s d e a l i n g s w i t h h i s own s t u d e n t s many y e a r s l a t e r , he would 

e x h i b i t t h e same c h a r i t a b l e n e s s a n d p e r f o r m a c t s o f 

t h o u g h t f u 1 n e s s t h a t he h i m s e l f h a d e x p e r i e n c e d i n h i s 
27 

r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y P r e s i d e n t . 

Though O t a , l i k e t h e o t h e r J a p a n e s e s t u d e n t s , r e s p e c t e d 

G i l m a n , he was c l o s e s t t o P r o f e s s o r H e r b e r t Baxter Adams whose 

c l a s s e s he a t t ended r e g u l a r l y f o r s i x s t r a i g h t s emes ter s . He 

t o o k Adams' c o u r s e s i n H i s t o r y o f P o l i t i c s , C h u r c h H i s t o r y , 

The R e n a i s s a n c e , I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law, Germanic I n s t i t u t i o n s , and 
2 8 

t h e S e m i n a r y i n H i s t o r y and P o l i t i c s . Adams was o n l y 

t h i r t y - s i x when O t a f i r s t met h i m , b u t a l r e a d y commanded a 

wide r e p u t a t i o n as a h a r d worker among h i s c o l l e a g u e s . He had 

come to the Johns Hopkins i n 1876 as an A s s o c i a t e , and r a n the 36 



d e p a r t m e n t w h i l e G i l m a n s e a r c h e d f o r a s e n i o r p r o f e s s o r ; he 

w o r k e d w i t h " p r o d i g i o u s e n e r g i e s " t u t o r i n g , l e c t u r i n g , and 

c o n d u c t i n g t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c h o r e s , a n d b y 1881 h a d 

c o n v i n c e d G i l m a n t h a t an e s t a b l i s h e d s c h o l a r was not needed. 

He was promoted to A s s o c i a t e P r o f e s s o r and Head, w i t h a s a l a r y 

29 

of $2750. 

Adams's major c o n t r i b u t i o n s a t the Johns Hopkins i n t h i s 

p e r i o d were the H i s t o r i c a l Seminary f o r Graduate Students and 

a monograph s e r i e s , The J o h n s H o p k i n s U n i v e r s i t y S t u d i e s i n 
H i s t o r i c a l and P o l i t i c a l S c i e n c e s . P r o f e s s i o n a l l y , he s erved 

f r o m 1882 as S e c r e t a r y o f t h e n e w l y f o u n d e d A m e r i c a n 

H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n , and c a r r i e d out the n e c e s s a r y l a b o r to 

l a u n c h i t . L a t e r h i s work as an i n s p i r i n g t e a c h e r and s u p e r b 

e d i t o r were commended by many who knew and s t u d i e d w i t h h i m . 

Some of h i s many Graduate S tudents l a t e r . w o n g r e a t fame; among 

t h e most r enown were Woodrow W i l s o n , J . F r a n k l i n J a m e s o n , 

30 

A l b e r t Shaw, and F r e d e r i c k Jackson T u r n e r . When Adams d i e d 

a t age f i f t y - o n e i n 1901, W i l s o n wrote the f o l l o w i n g g l o w i n g 

t r i b u t e : 

I f I were t o sum up my i m p r e s s i o n o f D r . Adams , 
I s h o u l d c a l l him a g r e a t C a p t a i n o f I n d u s t r y , a 
c a p t a i n i n the f i e l d o f s y s t e m a t i c and o r g a n i z e d 
s c h o l a r s h i p . I t h i n k a l l h i s p u p i l s would a c c o r d 
h i m m a s t e r y i n t h e f o r m u l a t i o n o f r e s e a r c h , i n 
t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n o f methods and i d e a l s . H i s 
head was a v e r i t a b l e c l e a r i n g house o f i d e a s i n 
t h e f i e l d o f h i s t o r i c a l s t u d y , and no one e v e r 
s e r i o u s l y s t u d i e d under him who d i d not g e t , i n 
i t s most s e r v i c e a b l e f o r m , the modern i d e a l s o f 
w o r k u p o n t h e s o u r c e s ; a n d n o t t h e i d e a l s 
m e r e l y , b u t a l s o a v e r y d e f i n i t e p r i n c i p l e o f 
c o n c r e t e a p p l i c a t i o n i n d a i l y s tudy . The t h e s i s 
work done upon h i m may f a i r l y be s a i d t o have 

37 



s e t t h e pace f o r u n i v e r s i t y work i n h i s t o r y 
throughout the U n i t e d S t a t e s . That i s the whole 
t h i n g i n a n u t s h e l l ; and i t makes ,a r e p u t a t i o n 
which can never be j u s t l y o b s c u r e d . 

Ota s t u d i e d a l s o w i t h the two o t h e r young i n s t r u c t o r s i n 

t h e d e p a r t m e n t , R i c h a r d E l y and J . F r a n k l i n J a m e s o n . E l y had 

come to the Johns Hopkins i n 1881 a f t e r r e c e i v i n g a Ph.D. from 

H e i d e l b e r g . H i s c a n d i d c r i t i c i s m o f l a i s s e z - f a i r e e c o n o m i c s 

and b i g b u s i n e s s p r a c t i c e s soon b r o u g h t h i m i n t o d i r e c t 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h E . L . G o d k i n , e d i t o r o f t h e i n f l u e n t i a l 

N a t i o n , who s h a r p l y a t t a c k e d h i m . E l y a l s o became e m b r o i l e d 

w i t h a c o l l e a g u e , t h e a s t r o n o m e r S i m o n N e w c o m b , w h o s e 

32 
c o n s e r v a t i v e v iews on economics he opposed. 

B u t i n s p i t e o f h i s c o n t r o v e r s i e s , E l y was a p r o m i s i n g 

s c h o l a r and an i n s p i r i n g t e a c h e r who a t t r a c t e d many s t u d e n t s . 

He had a t a l e n t , " a k i n t o t h a t o f H . B . Adams , t o s t i m u l a t e 
3 3 

them and s e t them t o w o r k . " He d i d t h i s p a r t l y by h i s own 

e x a m p l e o f l a b o r , t h e 1880s b e i n g one o f h i s most p r o d u c t i v e 

d e c a d e s . O t a t o o k n i n e o f h i s c o u r s e s i n c l u d i n g F i n a n c e and 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , H i s t o r y o f P o l i t i c a l E c o n o m y , S t u d i e s i n 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and A d v a n c e d P o l i t i c a l Economy; he a l s o had 
3 4 

h i s f i r s t a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h s o c i a l i s m i n E l y ' s c l a s s . 

T w e n t y y e a r s l a t e r , N i t o b e r e m i n i s c e d on h i s s t u d i e s 

a b r o a d and w r o t e o f E l y ' s c o n f i d e n c e i n a i r i n g h i s own v i e w s 

and h i s i n d e p e n d e n c e o f j u d g e m e n t i n c r i t i c i z i n g even t h e 

m a s t e r s o f p o l i t i c a l economy s u c h as H e r b e r t S p e n c e r , 

F e r d i n a n d L a s a l l e and J . S . M i l l . From E l y , p e r h a p s , N i t o b e 

l e a r n t t o d a r e t h e c r i t i c i s m o f h i s c o l l e g u e s by s t e p p i n g 38 



o u t s i d e t h e i v o r y t o w e r s o f a c a d e m i a t o w r i t e f o r m a g a z i n e s 
35 

and newspapers r e a d by the masses. 
Ota a l s o took Jameson's H i s t o r i c a l C r i t i c i s m c l a s s f o r 

two y e a r s . J ameson had been h i r e d as an i n s t r u c t o r i n 1881 

a f t e r o b t a i n i n g h i s H o p k i n s Ph.D., w i t h a o n e - y e a r c o n t r a c t 

t h a t was r e n e w e d e a c h y e a r . He r e m a i n e d a t t h e J o h n s H o p k i n s 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e p e r i o d Ota was t h e r e , and l e f t f o r a permanent 

j o b a t C o r n e l l i n 1888, where he c a r v e d o u t a d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
36 

c a r e e r . 

I n h i s f i r s t y e a r , O t a c o n c e n t r a t e d h i s r e s e a r c h on 

a g r a r i a n problems. But i n t h e w i n t e r o f h i s second y e a r , a t a 

s u g g e s t i o n by Adams, he made a d e c i s i v e s w i t c h and changed h i s 
3 7 

t h e s i s t o p i c t o U.S.-Japan r e l a t i o n s . T h i s t o p i c h a d 

c o n s i d e r a b l e contemporary i n t e r e s t s i n c e many Americans were 

f o l l o w i n g t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f the Japanese government c l o s e l y , 

w h i c h was t h e n i n t r o d u c i n g W e s t e r n i n s t i t u t i o n s l i k e t h e 

c a b i n e t s y s t e m and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l a w . Japan's s t r i d e n t 

a t t e m p t s t o r e v i s e t h e u n e q u a l t r e a t i e s t o o was a s u b j e c t 
3 8 

f r e q u e n t l y d i s c u s s e d i n t h e newspapers. 

S w i t c h i n g h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n t o p i c a t t h i s j u n c t u r e i n h i s 

t r a i n i n g i s b a f f l i n g , a n d t h u s f a r no n e o f N i t o b e ' s 

b i o g r a p h e r s have p o i n t e d t o t h i s c r u c i a l p o i n t . The common 

v i e w i s t h a t h i s U.S.-Japan r e l a t i o n s s t u d y was j u s t a p a r t o f 

a b r o a d e r , w e l l - c o n c e i v e d p l a n i n w h i c h A g r i c u l t u r a l Economics 
3 9 

was t h e p r i m a r y a i m . B u t t h e e v i d e n c e show o t h e r w i s e ; i t 

i n d i c a t e s c l e a r l y t h a t Ota had, i n f a c t , abandoned h i s e a r l i e r 

g o a l o f "wanting t o do a g r i c u l t u r e " i n f a v o r o f a Ph.D. degree 
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i n history. 

Ota plunged i n t o h i s new t o p i c with great z e a l , and h i s 

correspondence to Adams r e f l e c t s much enthusiasm and 

m o t i v a t i o n . Using the h i s t o r i c a l seminary's mode of 

d i s c o v e r i n g new knowledge by a r e l i a n c e upon p r i m a r y 

documents, he gathered his data from many sources: he hunted 

through o l d and new j o u r n a l s , newspapers and magazines; he 

even sent queries to people i n Japan l i k e Kimura Kyo, captain 

of the Kanrin Maru, who had played an a c t i v e r o l e i n shaping 

the events between the United States and Japan during the 

f i r s t years of formal encounter.^ 

He also wrote to a number of people i n the United States 

whose careers had some connection with Japan. One such person 

was William G r i f f i s whose book Mikado's Empire, published i n 

1876, had e s t a b l i s h e d him as the f o r e m o s t American 

a u t h o r i t y on Japan. G r i f f i s was not of much help; rather i t 

was Ota who gave him v a l u a b l e m a t e r i a l that he used and 

acknowledged i n h i s L i f e of Perry, which was published i n 

1888. But G r i f f i s would not forgot the debt; years l a t e r , he 

would play an instrumental role i n getting Bushido published 
41 

by the George Putnam's Sons. 

The established scholars i n the United States were not of 

much help to Ota e i t h e r . They appeared more concerned to 

f u r t h e r t h e i r own careers than to a i d a young novice get 

s t a r t e d . Charles Lanman of Harvard wrote Ota i n Germany f o r 

m a t e r i a l s . Lanman had already published two books on Japan; 
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the f i r s t i n 1872 w i t h c o o p e r a t i o n from M o r i A r i n o r i , e n t i t l e d 

J a p a n e s e i n A m e r i c a ; t h e s e c o n d , L e a d i n g Men i n J a p a n , 

appeared i n 1886 w h i l e 5ta s t u d i e d a t the Johns Hopkins . Busy 

w i t h o t h e r m a t t e r s , Ota asked Miyabe , who was then a t H a r v a r d 

s t u d y i n g Botany w i t h I sa G r a y , t o a i d Lanman,. s a y i n g "he does 

i m p o r t a n t work f o r our c o u n t r y . " ^ 2 

In B a l t i m o r e , O t a had many c l o s e t i e s w i t h t h e Q u a k e r 

group t h a t met near the Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y campus, and 

4 3 

f o r m a l l y j o i n e d them i n D e c e m b e r , 1885. B u t h i s c l o s e s t 

f r i e n d s were i n P e n n s y l v a n i a ; p a r t i c u l a r l y i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , 

where he f r e q u e n t l y v i s i t e d f o r extended s t a y s . H i s c o n n e c t i o n 

w i t h the Quaker S t a t e a p p a r e n t l y came through Uchimura Kanzo, 

who had a r r i v e d i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s two months a f t e r O t a 

f l e e i n g h i s d i s a s t r o u s m a r r i a g e t h a t had l a s t e d o n l y a few 

months. 

Uchimura w h i l e work ing a t a mental h o s p i t a l i n E lwyn was 

b e f r i e n d e d by the W i s t a r M o r r i s e s o f Overbrook , P h i l a d e l p h i a , 

who t o o k a keen i n t e r e s t i n h i m and o t h e r J a p a n e s e s t u d e n t s 

l i v i n g a r o u n d t h e c i t y . O t a d u r i n g summer v a c a t i o n i n 1885 

v i s i t e d U c h i m u r a who t o o k h i m t o one o f t h e m o n t h l y p r a y e r 

m e e t i n g s w h i c h t h e M o r r i s e s h e l d f o r J a p a n e s e s t u d e n t s . 

O t a , p r o b a b l y b e c a u s e he was a Q u a k e r h i m s e l f , f e l t 

c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h h i s A m e r i c a n h o s t s ; m o r e o v e r h i s o u t g o i n g 

p e r s o n a l i t y and e x c e l l e n t command o f E n g l i s h made s o c i a l i z i n g 
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easy f o r h i m . 

A l t h o u g h O t a had a f u l l s o c i a l l i f e , h i s f i n a n c i a l 

p r e d i c a m e n t was g r a v e . By 1886, the funds t h a t T o k i t o s h i had 
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p r o v i d e d him were n e a r l y d e p l e t e d , and t h i s made c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

on h i s s t u d i e s e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t . H i s eyes , a g a i n , began to 

g i v e h i m t r o u b l e . He v i s i t e d a s p e c i a l i s t f o r t r e a t m e n t and 

was charged an enormous m e d i c a l b i l l t h a t taxed h i s d w i n d l i n g 
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r e s o u r c e s . 

The p r e s s u r e s t o l i v e on l i t t l e money c o m b i n e d w i t h 

overwork took t h e i r t o i l , and he f e l l i l l . To r e c u p e r a t e , he 

headed n o r t h t o P e n n s y l v a n i a and s p e n t t h e w h o l e summer 

t h e r e . W a n d e r i n g f r o m p l a c e t o p l a c e , O t a s p e n t a few weeks 

a t the home of f r i e n d s i n I n g l e s i d e , a suburb i n P h i l a d e l p h i a ; 

t h e n a n o t h e r few weeks i n O v e r b r o o k ; and June and J u l y i n Penn 

V a l l e y w i t h a group o f Japanese s t u d e n t s . F o r t u n a t e l y , Adams 

had g i v e n h i m summer work t o i n d e x p a p e r s f o r t h e A m e r i c a n 

H i s t o r i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n . F u r t h e r m o r e , to supplement h i s income 

f o r the F a l l t e r m , he was p r o m i s e d p a r t - t i m e work c l i p p i n g and 

f i l i n g newspapers a t the s e m i n a r y . ^ 

O t a r e t u r n e d t o t h e J o h n s H o p k i n s i n O c t o b e r 1886 t o 

b e g i n h i s l a s t year o f Graduate Work. In s p i t e o f poor h e a l t h 

and l i t t l e money, he w o r k e d d i l i g e n t l y on h i s t h e s i s and had 

f i n i s h e d some t h r e e c h a p t e r s by March 1887, when welcome news 

a r r i v e d f r o m t h e n o g a k k o ; he had been a p p o i n t e d A s s i s t a n t 
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P r o f e s s o r o f A g r i c u l t u r a l Economics i n a b s e n t i a . 

T r a i n i n g i n Germany: the L a u n c h i n g o f a C a r e e r 

" K a b o , " he w r o t e t o M i y a b e u p o n r e c e i v i n g h i s 

a p p o i n t m e n t , " r e j o i c e w i t h me!" I t was a G o d - g i v e n b l e s s i n g 
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beyond h i s most o p t i m i s t i c dreams; a t one s t r o k e , i t r e s o l v e d 

a t l e a s t f i v e o f h i s m a j o r w o r r i e s : f i r s t l y , a n d m o s t 

i m p o r t a n t , i t meant s u c c e s s t o h i s f a m i l y ; s e c o n d l y , i t 

i r o n i c a l l y put him back upon h i s o r i g i n a l academic course o f 

s t u d y i n g A g r i c u l t u r a l E c o n o m i c s ; t h i r d l y , i t p r o v i d e d f o r 

f u n d s t o be s e n t t o h i m i m m e d i a t e l y to c o n t i n u e h i s s t u d i e s 

u n i n t e r r u p t e d ; f o r t h l y , i t a s s u r e d him of a s e l e c t p l a c e among 

t h e f a c u l t y o f h i s a l m a m a t e r ; and f i f t h l y , i t w o u l d a l l o w f o r 

h i s r e t u r n t o h i s b e l o v e d S a p p o r o . An e a r l i e r l e t t e r o f h i s 

p r o v i d e s a c l u e to h i s deep e m o t i o n a l a t tachment to the town: 

when I a t t e n d t h e s e m i n a r y . . . a n d t h e l e c t u r e s 
a f f e c t me s t r o n g l y , I wh i sper to my own e a r s , 
' C a n ' t I make s u c h an i n s t i t u t i o n i n S a p p o r o ? ' 
The o t h e r day, Dr . Adams l e c t u r e d on Dr . Thomas 
A r n o l d ( f o r we a r e s t u d y i n g Roman I n s t i t u t i o n s 
a t p r e s e n t and D r . A r n o l d i s a a u t h o r i t y ) a 
s t r o n g f e e l i n g came o v e r me, ' A h , c a n ' t I be a 
d o c t o r [ s i c ] A r n o l d o f S a p p o r o ? ' You see t h a t 
my t h o u g h t s a r e i n v a r i a b l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
S a p p o r o . I t i s , i n d e e d , my e a r n e s t d e s i r e and 
s i n c e r e p r a y e r t h a t I may one day be a b l e t o do 
s o m e t h i n g f o r my God & f o r my c o u n t r y i n 
Sapporo. 

S a t o S h o s u k e , who roomed w i t h O t a f o r two y e a r s i n 

B a l t i m o r e , l a u g h e d a t t h e s e n t i m e n t a l i t y and c a l l e d them 

" U t o p i a n i d e a s . " B u t S a t o r e m e m b e r e d h i s young c o h o r t ' s 

w i s h e s , a n d was i n s t r u m e n t a l t o g e t O t a t h e p r i z e d 

a p p o i n t m e n t . A f t e r S a t o f i n i s h e d h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n a t t h e 

Johns Hopkins i n 1886, which was i m m e d i a t e l y p u b l i s h e d i n the 

monograph s e r i e s as The Land Q u e s t i o n i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

he r e t u r n e d t o S a p p o r o t o r e s u m e h i s a c a d e m i c d u t i e s . In 

March 1887, he was made a c t i n g D i r e c t o r a f t e r the d e p a r t u r e 
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of W i l l i a m Brooks, who had served the nogakko f o r ten years. 

Sato's f i r s t act i n h i s new c a p a c i t y was to persuade the 

Hokkaido cho to increase the teaching s t a f f and recommended 
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Ota and H i r o i for the newly approved positions. 

Sato exaggerated Ota's q u a l i f i c a t i o n s as a student of 

agriculture. "Ota," he wrote i n the report formally proposing 

his f r i e n d for the position, "had been studying A g r i c u l t u r a l 

Economics i n the United States." The appointment was made, and 

Ota was ordered to leave the Johns Hopkins immediately and 
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proceed to Germany for t r a i n i n g . 

A g r i c u l t u r a l economics was already a s p e c i a l i z e d 

subject there i n the 1880s, whereas i n the United States i t 

would not be so u n t i l a f t e r the t u r n of the century. Takaoka 

Kumao, who l a t e r succeeded Nitobe as p r o f e s s o r at Sapporo, 

and who became the t h i r d president at Hokkaido University, 

expressed dismay when he v i s i t e d the exhibitions at 

the St. L o u i s A g r i c u l t u r a l F a i r i n 1904 and saw the 

"primitive state of the f i e l d " i n America. In t h i s subject, as 

i n most other f i e l d s of research, German u n i v e r s i t i e s were 

f a r more advanced. From America, thousands of students 

between 1850 and 1880 had s t u d i e d the l a t e s t s c h o l a r s h i p 

there; many of f a c u l t y at Johns Hopkins, i n c l u d i n g Gilman 

h i m s e l f , had been t r a i n e d i n Germany; Ota's own 
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Professors, Adams and Ely, had Prussian Ph.D's. 

Ota's study i n Germany was d i r e c t e d with a c l e a r sense 

of purpose. Though i n s t r u c t e d to s t u d y A g r i c u l t u r a l 44 



Econom ics , he had the freedom to choose h i s u n i v e r s i t y and 

to deve lop h i s own course p l a n s . The o n l y c o n d i t i o n imposed 

was t h a t he r e t u r n t o H o k k a i d o , a f t e r t h r e e y e a r s , t o 

commence t e a c h i n g and re sume o t h e r d u t i e s . S i n c e t h e German 

s y s t e m a l l o w e d f o r e a s y movement b e t w e e n u n i v e r s i t i e s , O t a 

d e c i d e d t h a t he would s tudy a t d i f f e r e n t s c h o o l s w i t h the b e s t 

p r o f e s s o r s . He c h o s e Bonn U n i v e r s i t y f i r s t ; P r o f e s o r R e i n , 

who was w o r k i n g on a p r o j e c t on J a p a n t h e r e , had u r g e d h i m t o 

come. L e a v i n g New Y o r k on May 15, 1887, he a r r i v e d i n Bonn 

on June 2 4 t h . A l o n g t h e way, he v i s i t e d I r e l a n d , E n g l a n d , 

S c o t l a n d , and H o l l a n d and w r o t e t o M i y a b e t h a t "the j o u r n e y 

has been v e r y i n s t r u c t i v e , & I s h a l l u t i l i z e t h e l e s s o n s 
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t h e r e - - o n my r e t u r n to Sapporo." 

He s p e n t two s e m e s t e r s i n Bonn and t o o k a f u l l l o a d o f 

l e c t u r e c o u r s e s and t h e P o l i t i c a l Economy S e m i n a r w i t h 

P r o f e s s o r Max S e r i n g . And he v i s i t e d R e i n " r e g u l a r l y 

o n [ c ] e a week, i n o r d e r t o h e l p h i m and be h e l p e d by ." 

O t a a l s o g o t a c h a n c e t o see t h e a c t u a l w o r k i n g s o f P r u s s i a n 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n as h i s c l a s s t o o k f r e q u e n t f i e l d t r i p s 
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to nearby f a c t o r i e s . 

D e s p i t e h i s d i f f i c u l t y w i t h German, Ota p r e s e n t e d a 

seminar paper on a g r i c u l t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s i n J a p a n , which 

S e r i n g t h o u g h t g o o d e n o u g h f o r p u b l i c a t i o n . On t h e 

p r o f e s s o r ' s a d v i c e , he sent the m a n u s c r i p t to a j o u r n a l , 

E x p o r t , which p r i n t e d i t . O t a , f i l l e d w i t h p r i d e a t h i s 

f i r s t academic p u b l i c a t i o n , sent two c o p i e s to Adams s a y i n g 

"I c a n ' t w r i t e German w e l l , b u t I am g l a d t o s a y i t 45 



has been w e l l received." In the Kigan no a s h i he recounted 

the t h r i l l he r e c e i v e d when a postman stopped by to present 

him w i t h a check f o r the a r t i c l e from the p u b l i s h i n g 

company. A f t e r fourteen months i n Bonn, u n t i l mid-August 
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1888, he transferred to the prestigious B e r l i n University. 

At B e r l i n U n i v e r s i t y , Ota attended l e c t u r e s on Finance 

and S o c i a l i s m by Adolph Wagner, Agrarian H i s t o r y by 

Gustov Schmoller. He a l s o took the S t a t i s t i c s Seminar with 

Professor Meitzen. He worked part-time i n a d d i t i o n at the 

Prussian Bureau of S t a t i s t i c s . Although h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p 

with his German- professors at Bonn and B e r l i n was not as 

c l o s e as that with Adams, he wrote that "Schmoller and 

Meitzen are very kind to me." In the latter's seminar, Ota 

worked v e r y hard, and "read f o u r times." Ota took 

Schmoller's course i n Agrarian H i s t o r y and enjoyed the 

l e c t u r e s immensely; a f t e r h i s r e t u r n to Sapporo, he would 

lecture on the same subject, and publish his f i r s t books 
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i n Japanese on themes Schmoller had discussed. 

Schmoller, when Ota sat i n his lectures, had already 

established a reputation as one of the best German economists 

of h i s day. He was the leader of a School of H i s t o r i c a l 

Economics which contrasted sharply to the English C l a s s i c a l 

School whose "timeless abstractions and rules" he vehemently 

objected to. Schmoller emphasized that the economic l i f e of 

a n a t i o n could be understood only i n the context of i t s 

i n s t i t u t i o n s , s o c i a l p a t t e r n s , and c u l t u r a l a t t i t u d e s . 
46 



Along w i t h Wagner and Lujo Bretano, two other g i a n t s 
i n German economic s c h o l a r s h i p , he helped to form, i n 
the 1880s, the S o c i a l P o l i c y A s s o c i a t i o n where academics 
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sought to provide input f o r governmental p o l i c i e s . 

The s o c i a l problems th a t these German schol a r s were 
w r e s t l i n g w i t h may have seemed wholly t h e o r e t i c a l and academic 
to Ota and a f e l l o w compatriot, Kanai Noburu, who was a l s o 
s t u d y i n g Economics w i t h these same p r o f e s s o r s . But a f t e r 
t h e i r r e t u r n t o Japan, both of them would f a c e s t r i k i n g l y 
s i m i l a r q u e s t i o n s . In the f i r s t decade of the t w e n t i e t h 
century, when r a p i d i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n threatened to r i p apart 
Japan's s o c i a l f a b r i c , Kanai, as an academic at Todai, would 
play a major r o l e i n i n t r o d u c i n g S o c i a l Planning P o l i c y i n t o 
Japan. And as C o l o n i a l P o l i c y P r o f e s s o r , Nitobe would l a t e r 
propose measures f o r d e a l i n g w i t h c o l o n i z a t i o n on the E a s t 
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Asian Continent. 

Ota d i d not l i k e B e r l i n . The c l i m a t e d i d not agree w i t h 
him; but more important, he f e l t t h a t the "moral l e v e l " of the 
c i t y was too low. " [ T ] h i s sodom of Germany" where " H a r l o t s 
without number s t a l k about i n the s t r e e t s " outraged him; 
he was i n d i g n a n t too of the "50 or more" Japanese s t u d e n t s who 
a p p a r e n t l y patroned these women of the n i g h t . They were, he 
f e l t , g i v i n g Japan a bad name; "I have never heard a n y t h i n g 
complimentary of them," he complained to Miyabe. 

W h i l e O t a made p r e p a r a t i o n s t o l e a v e f o r H a l l e 
U n i v e r s i t y , he r e c e i v e d j o l t i n g news from home. H i s e l d e s t 
brother, S h i c h i r o , who was the h e i r to the Nitobe f a m i l y , died 47 



s u d d e n l y l e a v i n g no s u c c e s s o r . O t a ' s o t h e r b r o t h e r , M i c h i r o , 

w i t h whom he had s t u d i e d i n Tokyo as a c h i l d , had d i e d f i v e 

years e a r l i e r w h i l e Ota was a s tudent a t T o d a i . Arrangements 

were made f o r h i m t o r e t u r n t o t h e N i t o b e f a m i l y as i t s h e i r 

i n A p r i l 1889. From h e r e o n , he w o u l d be known t o a l l as 

- 5 8 N i t o b e Inazo. 

The H a l l e U n i v e r s i t y t h a t N i t o b e e n t e r e d , u n l i k e 

B e r l i n ' s t r a d i t i o n o f a b s t r u s e s c h o l a r s h i p , had a r e p u t a t i o n 

f o r i t s p r a g m a t i c o r i e n t a t i o n . To "advance t h e w o r l d l y 

p r a c t i c a l purposes o f men and the b e n e f i t s o f s o c i e t y , " as 

one H a l l e l e a d e r had put i t , was i t s m i s s i o n . Many P r u s s i a n 

o f f i c i a l s had p a s s e d t h r o u g h i t s g a t e . I t s a g r i c u l t u r a l 

f a c u l t y , m o r e o v e r , was c o n s i d e r e d one o f t h e b e s t i n t h e 

c o u n t r y . N i t o b e s t u d i e d w i t h P r o f e s s o r s Conrad and Kuhn. But 

a f t e r s p e n d i n g a s h o r t t i m e t h e r e , he r e a l i z e d t h a t Bonn 

o f f e r e d h i m a b e t t e r o p p o r t u n i t y t o o b t a i n t h e P h . D . , so he 

l e f t H a l l e f o r Bonn and a r r i v e d i n O c t o b e r i n t i m e f o r t h e 

W i n t e r Semester o f 1 8 8 9 - 1 8 9 0 . 5 9 

But f o r some r e a s o n , N i t o b e d i d n o t g e t h i s P h . D . f r o m 

B o n n ; why t h i s i s so r e m a i n s a b l a n k page i n h i s s t u d i e s i n 

G e r m a n y . H i s d e a d l i n e t o r e t u r n t o J a p a n was f a s t 

a p p r o a c h i n g , and he had o n l y f i v e more months o f s t u d y 

l e f t . The P h . D . exams a t B e r l i n , he had j u d g e d , were f a r t o o 

d i f f i c u l t , so he c o n s i d e r e d o t h e r u n i v e r s i t i e s . The 

U n i v e r s i t y a t J e n a , whose p r o f e s s o r had taken an i n t e r e s t i n 

N i t o b e ' s d i s s e r t a t i o n , was a p o s s i b i l i t y ; b u t J e n a ' s 
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d o c t o r a t e , he s a i d , "has no e n v i a b l e r e p u t a t i o n . " 

D e t e r m i n e d a t a l l c o s t t o g e t h i s Ph .D . b e f o r e g o i n g 

home, N i t o b e r e t u r n e d t o H a l l e f o r h i s e x a m i n a t i o n s . A f t e r 

p r e s e n t i n g h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n U b e r d e n J a p a n i s c h e n 

G r u n d b e s i t z , d e s s e n Y £ £ t ® i i H I l E u n d l a n d w i r t s c h a f t l i c h e 

V e r w e r t u n g ; E i n e h i s t o r i s c h e und s t a t i s i s c h e S t u d i e 

(Land o w n e r s h i p i n J a p a n ; i t s d i s t r i b u t i o n and a g r i c u l t u r a l 

u s e : a h i s t o r i c a l and s t a t i s t i c a l s t u d y ) . N i t o b e t o o k t h e 

o r a l e x a m i n a t i o n . I t w a s , he s a y s , a " s i m p l e a f f a i r , 

tho . . . I d i d n o t do as w e l l as I had e x p e c t e d . " F o r h i s 

major s u b j e c t , he was t e s t e d i n n a t i o n a l economy i n the 

f o l l o w i n g f i e l d s : (a) t h e o r i e (b) w i r t h s c h a f t s p o l i t i k , 

(c) f i n a n z w i s s e n s h a f t , and (d) s t a t i s t i k ; and i n t h e two 

m i n o r s , he q u a l i f i e d i n p h i l o s o p h i e and p o l i t i k . In t h e 

f o r m e r , he c h o s e " g e n e r a l h i s t o r y o f p h i l o s o p h y and l o g i c " 

and " S p e n c e r , Hume and S o c r a t e s ; " and f o r t h e l a t t e r , he 

was q u i z z e d i n "States r i g h t s . " He passed i n a l l areas and 
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wrote Adams o f h i s ach ievements . 

N i t o b e d e s i r e d r e c o g n i t i o n f o r h i s work a t t h e J o h n s 

H o p k i n s t o c o m p l i m e n t h i s German A . M . and P h . D . d e g r e e s . 

H e a r i n g t h a t M o t o r a and Watase S h o , who had e n r o l l e d i n t h e 

J o h n s H o p k i n s i n 1886, had b o t h g r a d u a t e d w i t h d i s t i n c t i o n , 

N i t o b e l a m e n t e d t h a t " o n l y I d i d n o t g e t h o n o r s . . . . " He w r o t e 

Adams to ask f o r a degree: 

My r e a s o n s f o r w i s h i n g i t i s [ s i c ] t h i s - - I 
h a v e b e e n f o r 3 y e a r s i n J . H . U a n d am 
perhaps the o n l y Japanese , who had won no honor . 
I worked, as you know, under many d i s a d v a n t a g e s , 
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and c o u l d n o t do as much as o t h e r s . Y e t i n my 
c o n s c i e n c e I c a n s a y I have done my b e s t — t h a t 
i s t o say , as much as my means and h e a l t h 
a l l o w e d . S t i l l , w i t h o u t a v i s i b l e m a r k , I 
must seem as t h o ' I had done n o t h i n g d u r i n g my 3 
y e a r s s t a y i n t h e U.S . I d o n ' t l i k e t o seem s o , 
[ s i c ] e s p e c i a l l y t o my own r e l a t i v e s , who have 
e n a b l e d me t o s t u d y i n A m e r i c a . F a r be i t f r o m 
me, h o w e v e r , t o beg f o r a d e g r e e o r h o n o r . 
I f t h e r e i s [ the ] l e a s t o b j e c t i o n t o my 
a c q u i r i n g A . B . h o n o r i u s (or w h a t e v e r i t be) 
I w i l l n o t a sk f o r y w r k i n d o f f i c e s t o have 
i t c o n f e r r e d upon me. 

G i v i n g N i t o b e a degree had been on Adams's mind as e a r l y 

as 1887. In a memorandum to G i l m a n , he expressed "hope [ that 

N i t o b e ] be ' d o c t o r e d ' by m e r i t and g r a c e i f n o t by t h e new 

r u l e s . " Upon r e c e i v i n g N i t o b e ' s l e t t e r , Adams went d i r e c t l y 

to the academic board and then to Gi lman—who was not one who 

gave h o n o r a r y d e g r e e s f r e e l y - - t o p u t f o r w a r d N i t o b e ' s 

r e q u e s t . 

N i t o b e i n t h e m e a n w h i l e h a d some u n f i n i s h e d 

b u s i n e s s . He w r o t e t h e H o k k a i d o cho f o r an e x t e n s i o n o f 

"three to f i v e months" to "do r e s e a r c h on c o l o n i a l p o l i c y 

i n E a s t P r u s s i a and C a n a d a . " He g o t h i s e x t e n t i o n , and 

s p e n t a few weeks i n E a s t Germany g a t h e r i n g d a t a on J u n k e r 

c o l o n i z a t i o n ; t h e n he r e t u r n e d t o t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s on J u l y 
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16, 1890 a f t e r an absence o f n e a r l y t h i r t y - e i g h t months. 

He wrote Adams to thank him f o r h i s h e l p i n g e t t i n g h i s 

A.B . degree (Honorary) , which was g r a n t e d i n June and sent 

t o a P h i l a d e l p h i a f r i e n d ' s a d d r e s s . In m i d - A u g u s t , N i t o b e 

r e c e i v e d an l e t t e r f r o m Adams e x p r e s s i n g i n t e r e s t t o 

p u b l i s h h i s J o h n s H o p k i n s t h e s i s . I n t e r e s t i n J a p a n had 
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g r o w n i n A m e r i c a a f t e r t h e r e c e n t p r o m u l g a t i o n o f t h e 

J a p a n e s e C o n s t i t u t i o n , and t h i s was a f a v o r a b l e i n d i c a t i o n 

t h a t i n c o m e f r o m t h e b o o k ' s s a l e s m i g h t pay f o r i t s own 

p u b l i s h i n g c o s t s . Adams t o l d N i t o b e to prepare the m a n u s c r i p t 

f o r the p r e s s . 

N i t o b e r e v i s e d t h e m a n u s c r i p t i n t h e autumn and send i t 

t o Adams who i n c l u d e d i t as an e x t r a v o l u m e i n The J o h n s 

H o p k i n s S t u d i e s i n H i s t o r i c a l and P o l i t i c a l S c i e n c e s . To 

c o v e r p r i n t i n g c o s t s , Adams l o a n e d N i t o b e $440. The book 

appeared i n 1891 under the t i t l e : The I n t e r c o u r s e Between the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s and J a p a n : a H i s t o r i c a l S k e t c h . In t h e 

p r e f a c e , N i t o b e t h a n k e d "my f r i e n d , M a r y P. E l k i n t o n , o f 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , " who gave " v a l u a b l e a s s i s t a n c e " i n t h e p r o o f -
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r e a d i n g o f the book. 

Mary P . E l k i n t o n : Romance and M a r r i a g e 

M a r y P a t t e r s o n E l k i n t o n was t h e e l d e s t c h i l d and o n l y 

daughter o f Joseph S c o t t u s E l k i n t o n , a w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d Quaker 

b u s i n e s s m a n who owned, i n p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h a b r o t h e r , a 

prosperous soap and c a n d l e m a n u f a c t u r i n g f i r m i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

She was born i n 1857 and grew up i n c o m f o r t a b l e s u r r o u n d i n g s ; 

h e r u p b r i n g i n g , t y p i c a l f o r m i d d l e - c l a s s f e m a l e c h i l d r e n o f 

h e r g e n e r a t i o n , i n c l u d e d a good e d u c a t i o n w i t h L a t i n and 

F r e n c h a t the F r i e n d s S e l e c t Schoo l i n the c i t y . She a c q u i r e d 

t h e r e s o m e t h i n g o f a t a s t e f o r l i t e r a t u r e . B u t t h r o u g h o u t , 

emphasis was p l a c e d upon the manners and e t i q u e t t e o f a p r o p e r 
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w e l l - b r e d n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y l a d y . 
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I n a z o met M a r y j u s t p r i o r t o h i s d e p a r t u r e f o r G e r m a n y . 

He had s p o k e n a b o u t J a p a n t o t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a Q u a k e r Women's 

F o r e i g n M i s s i o n a r y A s s o c i a t i o n a t t h e W i s t a r M o r r i s e s home. 

M a r y was i n t h e a u d i e n c e . I n h e r own w a y , s h e was an 

a t t r a c t i v e woman, w i t h l a r g e eyes and dark h a i r worn i n b r a i d s 

and t w i r l e d i n t o a bun o v e r h e r h e a d . Her f a c e , r o u n d and 

f u l l , r e f l e c t e d a ca lm i n n e r d i s p o s i t i o n , but a l s o suggested 

f i r m s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . I n a z o met h e r b r i e f l y d u r i n g t h e 

s e r v i n g o f t e a and c o o k i e s a f t e r h i s t a l k , and t h e y c h a t t e d 

a b o u t J a p a n , i n w h i c h she showed g r e a t i n t e r e s t . They p a r t e d 

a f t e r t h i s i n i t i a l mee t ing , and he s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r boarded 

h i s s h i p . * ^ 

In s p i t e o f t h i s one b r i e f e n c o u n t e r , and now s e p a r a t e d 

by g r e a t p h y s i c a l d i s t a n c e , Inazo wanted to s t a r t some k i n d o f 

r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h h e r . B u t u n c e r t a i n o f t h e p r o p r i e t i e s 

i n v o l v e d , he wrote to Mrs . M o r r i s a s k i n g f o r her p e r m i s s i o n to 

c o r r e s p o n d w i t h Mary. Mrs . M o r r i s , g r e a t l y s u r p r i s e d a t h i s 

s t r a i g h t - l a c e d f o r m a l i t y , a d v i s e d h i m t o w r i t e d i r e c t l y t o 

M a r y h e r s e l f . N i t o b e d i d , a n d t h e i r c o r r e s p o n d e n c e 

commenced .^ 

From G e r m a n y , he t o l d h e r o f h i s s t u d i e s , h i s t r a v e l s , 

and h i s a s p i r a t i o n s ; s h e , f o r h e r p a r t , k e p t h i m p o s t e d on 

s u b j e c t s p e r t a i n i n g t o c u r r e n t J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n r e l a t i o n s . 

And when I n a z o ' s f r i e n d , Iwamoto Z e n j i , who p u b l i s h e d t h e 

J o g a k u z a s s h i (Women's J o u r n a l ) , a s k e d h i m f o r an a r t i c l e on 
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Amer ican women, Mary wrote the p i e c e f o r h i m . Over the next 
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t h r e e y e a r s , a l o v e - a f f a i r b l o o m e d , w h i c h was f o r g e d and 

s u s t a i n e d e n t i r e l y by l e t t e r s sent a c r o s s the A t l a n t i c Ocean. 

S h o r t l y b e f o r e h i s s t u d i e s were c o m p l e t e d , Inazo had r e s o l v e d 
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t h a t he would make Mary h i s b r i d e . 

He w r o t e t o T o k i t o s h i a b o u t h e r and t o g e t h i s a p p r o v a l 

f o r t h e m a r r i a g e . A f t e r a l o n g p e r i o d o f s i l e n c e , T o k i t o s h i 

r e p l i e d w i t h a f i f t y - p a g e l e t t e r vehement ly o p p o s i n g ; he had 

gone o u t and i n v e s t i g a t e d as many o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

m a r r i a g e s among Japanese l i v i n g i n Tokyo t h a t he c o u l d f i n d , 

and had o b t a i n e d d e t a i l e d d a t a s u p p o r t i n g h i s a r g u m e n t t h a t 

such m a r r i a g e s , w i t h r a r e e x c e p t i o n s , were u l t i m a t e l y doomed 

to f a i l u r e . Inazo was downhearted , and d e c i d e d to c o n s u l t w i t h 

h i s two J a p a n e s e f r i e n d s i n G e r m a n y , H i r o i Isamu and S a e k i 

R i i c h i r o . He t o l d S a e k i t h a t " i f you and H i r o i oppose t h e 

m a r r i a g e , I w i l l g i v e i t up" A f t e r a week o f c a r e f u l 

d e l i b e r a t i o n , S a e k i t o l d I n a z o t h a t he was i n f a v o r ; H i r o i , 

l i k e w i s e , gave a s i m i l a r answer, and Inazo proceeded w i t h the 
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m a r r i a g e p l a n s . 

But among Mary's f a m i l y and r e l a t i v e s , the p r o t e s t s were 

e v e n s t r o n g e r . J o s e p h S c o t t u s , l i b e r a l t h o u g h he was i n 

o u t l o o k , would not l i s t e n . At Mary's i n s i s t e n c e , however, her 

b r o t h e r , W i l l i a m , was d i s p a t c h e d to Germany to i n t e r v i e w the 

p r o s p e c t i v e g r o o m . And M a r y ' s s i s t e r - i n - l a w , S a r a h , s e n t 

I n a z o a l o n g l e t t e r o f e n c o u r a g e m e n t g i v i n g h i m h e r s u p p o r t . 

B u t M a r y ' s f a t h e r w o u l d n o t change h i s m i n d . When I n a z o 

r e t u r n e d to P h i l a d e l p h i a i n J u l y 1890, he was not p e r m i t t e d to 

e n t e r the E l k i n t o n home. A f t e r months o f f r u i t l e s s e f f o r t to 
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persuade Joseph S c o t t u s , Inazo and Mary took m a t t e r s i n t o 
t h e i r own hands and s u b m i t t e d on October 30th t o the F r i e n d s 
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Group Meeting i n P h i l a d e l p h i a t h e i r i n t e n t i o n to marry. 

The M e e t i n g h e s i t a t e d t o g i v e i t s a p p r o v a l w i t h o u t a 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n w i t h i n the f a m i l y . They c o u n s e l e d d e l a y . On 
T h a n k s g i v i n g Day, the M eeting a g a i n d e l i b e r a t e d on the 
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marriage request. The P h i l a d e l p h i a I n q u i r e r reported on the 
d e l i b e r a t i o n s which, by t h i s time, had a t t r a c t e d much unwanted 
p u b l i c i t y : A f t e r c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s c u s s i o n , Mr. 

E l k i n t o n , f a t h e r of the prospective b r i d e , arose 
i n the meeting and e m p h a t i c a l l y d e c l a r e d h i s 
o p p o s i t i o n t o the m a r r i a g e t a k i n g p l a c e . He 
d e c l a r e d t h a t he had no o b j e c t i o n whatever t o 
Mr. N i t o b e as a man, and c o n s i d e r e d him t o be a 
gentleman of i n t e l l i g e n c e and c u l t u r e . But he 
d i d object to h i s daughter being c a r r i e d away to 
Japan, where she would be v i r t u a l l y c u t - o f f from 
her f a m i l y and f r i e n d s and s u r r o u n d i n g s w i t h 
which she has been f a m i l i a r a l l her l i f e . 

As a r e s u l t of Mr. E l k i n t o n ' s arguments, 
the a f f i a n c e d l o v e r s d i d not "pass meeting." 
... T h i s l e f t the c o u p l e i n a p r e d i c a m e n t , Mr. 
N i t o b e h a v i n g arranged t o r e t u r n t o h i s n a t i v e 
c o u n t r y . . . 

They p e r s i s t e d . F i n a l l y , on Christmas 1890, the Meeting 
Group gave t h e i r a p p r o v a l . The wedding was h e l d on New Years 
Day a t the F r i e n d s M e e t i n g House on F o r t h and Arch S t r e e t i n 
downtown P h i l a d e l p h i a . Mary's parents d i d not attend, and she 
was g i v e n away by an u n c l e and aunt. P r o f e s s o r J . R e n d e l l 
H a r r i s from H a v e r f o r d C o l l e g e , a Quaker whom Inazo had met 
w h i l e a t the Johns Hopkins, and h i s w i f e , r e p r e s e n t e d h i s 
p a r e n t s . On the morning of the 12th, Inazo and Mary v i s i t e d 
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h e r f a t h e r a n d m o t h e r , who h a d s t i l l n o t g i v e n t h e i r 

b l e s s i n g s , to say goodbye. Joseph S c o t t u s ' d i a r y f o r t h a t day 

reads i n p a r t : 

T h i s day o u r d a u g h t e r l e f t us f o r J a p a n . On 
p a r t i n g , t h e o n l y e x p r e s s i o n t o w h i c h I c o u l d 
g i v e u t t e r a n c e 7 w a s "Thou a r t my d a u g h t e r , and I 
l o v e t h e e 

The c o u p l e c r o s s e d t h e c o u n t r y by r a i l w a y and t o o k a 

s t e a m s h i p f r o m San F r a n c i s c o on J a n u a r y 1 7 t h f o r t h e l o n g 

j o u r n e y a c r o s s t h e P a c i f i c t o J a p a n . A f t e r a r r i v a l i n 

Yokohama, they spent t h r e e weeks i n Tokyo v i s i t i n g w i t h f a m i l y 

members and f r i e n d s . Then i n m i d - F e b r u a r y , they l e f t f o r t h e i r 
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new home i n Hokkaido . 

I n a z o ' s g r a d u a t e s t u d i e s a b r o a d had come t o a d r a m a t i c 

c o n c l u s i o n . He had been away f o r s i x y e a r s and f o u r months; i n 

t h i s p e r i o d had a c c o m p l i s h e d a r e m a r k a b l e amount . He had 

r e c e i v e d t h e t r a i n i n g he s o u g h t ; he had won h i s a c a d e m i c 

h o n o r s ; he had a c q u i r e d t h e s p e e c h and m a n n e r i s m s o f a 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d gent leman; and he had m a r r i e d i n t o a r e s p e c t e d 

P h i l a d e l p h i a f a m i l y . The f o u n d a t i o n s of h i s i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m 

were s o l i d l y e s t a b l i s h e d . 

B u t t h e s e a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s , he s a w , w e r e o n l y 

p r e l i m i n a r i e s . H i s r e a l work s t i l l l a y ahead of h i m ; he had to 

a c h i e v e the many h i g h i d e a l s t h a t he h a r b o r e d i n h i s mind. He 

a l s o p r o b a b l y a c u t e l y s e n s e d h i s g r a v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to 

b r i n g an A m e r i c a n w i f e f r o m m e t r o p o l i t a n P h i l a d e l p h i a , t h e n 

t h e s e c o n d l a r g e s t c i t y i n A m e r i c a , t o a l i t t l e town on 
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Japan's northern f r o n t i e r . He had a deep obligation to insure 
7 8 

her happiness here. 

The Philadelphia newspapers had characterized Nitobe "as 

a nobleman of high b i r t h . " Many eyes i n America would now 

f o l l o w h i s l a b o r s ; he must not d i s a p p o i n t t h e i r h i g h 
79 

expectations of him. 
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A l l work, even cotton-spinning, 
i s n o b l e ; work i s a l o n e 
noble....A l i f e of ease i s not 
for any man, nor for any God. 

Thomas Carlyle, Past and Present 

CHAPTER III 

Building Edinburgh: Sapporo, 1891-1897 

Nitobe began work on March 1, 1891 soon aft e r his return 

to Sapporo. Everywhere he looked, he saw things that needed to 

be done. Mary wrote to her family of his zeal: 

Busy he w i l l always be; but to t h i s what can one 
do but resign one's s e l f and try to help keep up 
the v i t a l i t y of one who seemingly must b̂ e a 
v i c t i m to his own energy and aspirations.... 

His d i v e r s e a c t i v i t i e s spanned the spectrum of human 

a f f a i r s involving r e l i g i o n , education, economics, and s o c i a l 

w elfare. One can i d e n t i f y three major themes which u n d e r l i e 

and characterize Nitobe's labors at t h i s stage i n his l i f e : 

(1) His hope to implant w i t h i n the community at large a 

s p i r i t u a l idea based upon C h r i s t i a n i t y ; with t h i s end i n 

mind, he expended much time and money to make available Quaker 

reading materials for Hokkaido's colonists. 

(2) His conviction that moral education was indispensible 

f o r youth; wholeheartedly committed to t h i s goal, he spent 

many hours teaching e t h i c s c l a s s e s i n school, and engaged i n 

the c r e a t i o n of two p r i v a t e schools that s t r e s s e d character 



development . 

(3) H i s d e s i r e t o f u l f i l l , t o t h e b e s t o f h i s a b i l i t i e s , 

the v a r i o u s d u t i e s and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s p l a c e d upon him as an 

i n s t r u c t o r a t the nogakko and as a d v i s o r to the Hokkaido cho. 

These themes are u n i f i e d by a c e n t r a l v i s i o n i n N i t o b e ' s 

m i n d : t h a t h i s work was c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a 
2 

h i g h e r m a t e r i a l and s p i r i t u a l c u l t u r e on the i s l a n d . 

But i n the p r o c e s s o f " b u i l d i n g E d i n b u r g h , " N i t o b e r u i n e d 

h i s h e a l t h . Though he worked w i t h enormous energy , l i k e a man 

p os se s sed , and a c c o m p l i s h e d much, he a p p a r e n t l y d i d not d e r i v e 

inward s a t i s f a c t i o n from h i s l a b o r s . He took on more and more 

work u n t i l , f i n a l l y , he drove h i m s e l f t o p h y s i c a l and mental 

c o l l a p s e . 

R e l i g i o u s C o l o n i z e r 

S e t t l i n g H o k k a i d o became a h i g h p r i o r i t y i t e m i n t h e 

M e i j i government's agenda a f t e r the R e s t o r a t i o n . I t opened up 

new a r a b l e lands on the I s h i k a r i p l a i n , n o r t h o f Sapporo , and 

made them a v a i l a b l e t o c o l o n i s t s . T h o u s a n d s o f t h e m , l a n d -

h u n g r y p e o p l e f r o m t h e m a i n l a n d , f l o c k e d t h e r e t o seek a new 

l i f e . The i s l a n d ' s p o p u l a t i o n zoomed u p w a r d s , and ^ i n c r e a s e d 

o v e r f o u r f o l d f r o m 191,000 t o 786,000 i n t h e t w e n t y y e a r s 

between 1877 and 1897. 3 

Hokkaido's government underwent s i g n i f i c a n t changes too . 

A f t e r t h e d i s s o l u t i o n o f t h e k a i t a k u s h i , t h e i s l a n d was 

d i v i d e d i n t o t h r e e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d i s t r i c t s and c o n t r o l l e d 
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f r o m T o k y o by t h e n o r i n s h o . B u t w i t h t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e 

H o k k a i d o cho i n 1886, t h e f u n c t i o n s o f t h e l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t s 

were i n t e g r a t e d under t h i s s i n g l e e n t i t y w i t h h e a d q u a r t e r s i n 
4 

Sapporo . 

W h i l e s t u d y i n g a b r o a d , N i t o b e k e p t t r a c k o f t h e s e 

d e v e l o p m e n t s t h r o u g h r e g u l a r c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h f r i e n d s . 
5 

" S a p p o r o , " he w r o t e , " w i l l be a g r e a t c i t y someday." He 

expressed h i s l o n g i n g to r e t u r n : 
t h e f u r t h e r I come f r o m S a p p o r o , t h e g r e a t e r 
grows my a t t a c h m e n t f o r i t . How I w i s h t o go 
t h e r e and do something to improve i t . 

Such f e e l i n g s were n o t u n i q u e t o N i t o b e a l o n e ; h i s 

f r i e n d s , M i y a b e , U c h i m u r a and H i r o i , e a c h h e l d s i m i l a r 

s e n t i m e n t s . W h i l e s t u d y i n g a t the nogakko, they had i d e a l i z e d 

S a p p o r o and i d e n t i f i e d i t w i t h E d i n b u r g h , home o f t h e i r 

i n t e l l e c t u a l h e r o e s : D a v i d Hume, J o h n S. M i l l , and Thomas 

C a r l y l e . T h e t o w n ' s n o r t h e r n p o s i t i o n , w i t h i t s l u s h 

e v e r g r e e n f o r e s t s , h i g h m o u n t a i n r a n g e s , and c r y s t a 1 - c l e a r 

l a k e s , had b r o u g h t a r o m a n t i c image o f t h e S c o t t i s h c i t y t o 
7 

t h e i r a d o l e s c e n t minds. S c o t l a n d ' s l o c a t i o n to the n o r t h of 

London p a r a l l e l e d , N i t o b e i m a g i n e d , Hokkaido v i s - a - v i s Tokyo. 

These y o u t h f u l ideas remained w i t h h i m ; i n 1887, a f t e r a v i s i t 

t o t h e v e n e r a t e d c i t y on h i s way t o G e r m a n y , he w r o t e t o 

Miyabe: 

[W]hen I was i n E d i n b u r g h , most a p t l y c a l l e d 
' t h e A t h e n s o f t h e N o r t h , ' my h e a r t b e a t h i g h 
f o r the f u t u r e o f Sapporo. Can' t we do something 
w i t h i t f o r Him? My i d e a i s t h a t we ( d i s c i p l e s ) 
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s h a l l buy the A g r ' l C o l l e g e some tim e i n ^he 
long f u t u r e and consecrate i t to His s e r v i c e . 

Sapporo's growth depended on Hokkaido's economy, which 
lo o k e d p r o m i s i n g . The l a n d abounded i n n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s . 
Hard work and v i s i o n , N i t o b e f e l t , were t h e two key 
i n g r e d i e n t s needed t o r e a l i z e i t s p o t e n t i a l . In J u l y 1877, 
before e n t e r i n g the nogakko, he had signed, as d i d a l l of h i s 
classmates, a c o n t r a c t that bound him to work a f t e r graduation 
f o r f i v e years i n Hokkaido. Though the c o n t r a c t was rescinded 
i n 1883, Nitobe continued to f e e l a moral commitment to serve 

9 
the i s l a n d . 

But he v i e w e d H o k k a i d o ' s f u t u r e not o n l y f r o m a 
s t a n d p o i n t of i t s m a t e r i a l advancement. A f i r m s p i r i t u a l 
f o u n d a t i o n , he b e l i e v e d , had t o u n d e r g i r d i t s economic 
development. T h i s i d e a had come to him a f t e r he had read an 
a r t i c l e " E a r l y Quakers i n America," which appeared i n the 
November 1882 i s s u e of Harpers M o n t h l y . 1 ^ I t d e p i c t e d the 
Quakers as men of s t r o n g c h a r a c t e r who, through the power of 
t h e i r f a i t h , overcame numerous o b s t a c l e s and h a r d s h i p s t o 
achieve success i n . t h e i r settlement of the new continent. 

During h i s s t u d i e s a t the Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y , 
Nitobe had purchased many books on Quaker h i s t o r y and thought 
which he brought back to Sapporo. W i l l i a m Penn's c o l o n i z a t i o n 
e x p l o i t s p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p r e s s e d him; he saw a h i s t o r i c a l 
lesson f o r Hokkaido's c o l o n i s t s i n the "Holy Experiment" that 
had become P e n n s y l v a n i a . 1 ' ' " In h i s i m a g i n a t i o n , N i t o b e 
v i s u a l i z e d the b r i n g i n g of order to an untamed wilderness i n 
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a s i m i l a r f a s h i o n t h a t t h e E n g l i s h Q u a k e r h a d b r o u g h t 

c i v i l i z a t i o n t o t h e l a n d s w e s t o f t h e D e l a w a r e r i v e r ; i t was 

t h e same phenomenon , a t a l a t e r d a t e and i n a d i f f e r e n t p a r t 

12 

of the g l o b e , o f the march of P r o g r e s s . 

In t h e summer o f 1891 , N i t o b e l o a n e d t h e e d i t o r o f t h e 

Hokumon shimpo (North Gate D a i l y ) some of h i s books on W i l l i a m 

Penn. The e d i t o r used them to w r i t e a s e r i e s o f a r t i c l e s f o r 

the newspaper. These were r e n d i t i o n s i n Japanese o f the l i f e 

and work of Penn w i t h p a r t i c u l a r emphasis on the s e t t l i n g o f 

P e n n s y l v a n i a . N i t o b e c o l l e c t e d these a r t i c l e s i n t o pamphlets 

" f o r t h e c o l o n i s t s . " Two y e a r s l a t e r , he c o m p i l e d a n d 

a r r a n g e d these pamphlets i n a two-volume work and added two of 

h i s own c h a p t e r s t o r o u n d o u t t h e f o r m . In December 1894 he 

had these volumes p u b l i s h e d p r i v a t e l y under the t i t l e U i r i a m u 

p e n d e n ( B i o g r a p h y o f W i l l i a m P e n n ) , h i s f i r s t b o o k i n 

Japanese . 

W h i l e t h e Penn a r t i c l e s were a p p e a r i n g i n t h e Hokumon 

s h i m p o , N i t o b e was b u s y - t r a n s l a t i n g , i n h i s s p a r e h o u r s , 

s e l e c t i o n s from Thomas Cope's work on George Fox and W i l l i a m 

Penn . The book had been p r i n t e d i n P h i l a d e l p h i a i n 1882, on 

the Two Hundredth A n n i v e r s a r y o f P e n n s y l v a n i a ' s f o u n d i n g , and 

N i t o b e a r r a n g e d w i t h t h e a u t h o r t o u n d e r t a k e t h e J a p a n e s e 

t r a n s l a t i o n p r i o r t o l e a v i n g t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . He w r o t e t o 

the P h i l a d e l p h i a T r a c t S o c i e t y f o r M i s s i o n a r y Work f o r funds 
14 

to h e l p i n t h i s p r o j e c t . The work was comple ted i n 1894. 
W h i l e work ing on the above, an unexpected o c c u r r e n c e l e d 
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N i t o b e t o a u t h o r a t h i r d v o l u m e on W i l l i a m Penn . In t h e 

summer o f 1893, a f r i e n d f r o m P h i l a d e l p h i a , D o c t o r C h a r l e s 

H a r t s h o r n e , and h i s d a u g h t e r , A n n a , a r r i v e d i n S a p p o r o . 

H a r t s h o r n e gave N i t o b e a m a n u s c r i p t c o p y o f L u c y R o b e r t s ' A 

S h o r t B i o g r a p h y o f W i l l i a m P e n n , h o p i n g t h a t he w o u l d 

t r a n s l a t e t h i s too i n t o Japanese . But N i t o b e was too busy , so 

he l e t S a s a i S h u , a young woman who was t e a c h i n g a t t h e 

15 
F r i e n d s G i r l s s c h o o l , c a r r y out the t a s k . 

But S a s a i ' s work, which N i t o b e had been asked to r e v i s e , 

d i s a p p o i n t e d h i m by i t s " s t i f f n e s s . " I t a l s o n e e d e d , he 

r e a l i z e d , t o be s u p p l e m e n t e d by a d d i t i o n a l b a c k g r o u n d 

i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t was not needed i n the o r i g i n a l meant f o r an 

A m e r i c a n a u d i e n c e . He d e c i d e d t o r e d o t h e e n t i r e b o o k . 1 6 To 

s a v e t i m e , N i t o b e r e s o r t e d t o a t e c h n i q u e t h a t he h a d 

s u c c e s s f u l l y used e a r l i e r f o r magazine a r t i c l e s , and which he 

w o u l d c o n t i n u e t o e m p l o y f r o m t i m e t o t i m e t h e r e a f t e r . He 

h i r e d a "young man w i t h a f l u e n t s t y l e " t o whom he d i c t a t e d 

the w o r k ; when t h e man r e t u r n e d t h e f o l l o w i n g week w i t h a 

w r i t t e n d r a f t , N i t o b e made h i s r e v i s i o n s . W i t h i n a few 

months, the t r a n s l a t i o n was comple t ed ; he p u b l i s h e d the book, 

Kenkoku b i d a n ( T a l e s o f a B e a u t i f u l C o u n t r y ) , i n T o k y o and 

added S a s a i ' s name as a c o - a u t h o r . 1 ^ 

N i t o b e d i d n o t e x p e c t h i s W i l l i a m Penn v o l u m e s t o b r i n g 

h i m p r o f i t or l i t e r a r y f a m e . He knew, f o r e x a m p l e , t h a t 

Kenkoku b i d a n would s e l l p o o r l y , but he w i l l i n g l y accepted the 

f i n a n c i a l burdens to p u b l i s h and d i s t r i b u t e the book; he s o l d 

i t a t h a l f the p u b l i s h i n g c o s t , and gave many c o p i e s away to 
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h o t e l s i n and around Sapporo w i t h hopes t h a t some c o l o n i s t or 

v i s i t o r w o u l d r e a d i t . I f he c o u l d i n s t i l l i n some unknown 

r e a d e r t h e r e l i g i o u s a n d e t h i c a l t e a c h i n g s t h a t w e r e 

e x e m p l i f i e d i n the l i f e o f W i l l i a m Penn, t h a t would be reward 

enough f o r h i m . 1 ^ 

N i t o b e ' s a l t r u i s m t o s e r v e t h e H o k k a i d o c o m m u n i t y as a 

s p i r i t u a l l e a d e r was g r e a t l y r e i n f o r c e d by h i s m a r r i a g e to 

M a r y . H e r c l o s e t i e s t o h e r f a m i l y e x e r t e d a c o n s t a n t 

i n f l u e n c e on h i s a c t i v i t i e s . The E l k i n t o n s were a c t i v e i n 

19 

m i s s i o n a r y and s o c i a l work f o r m i n o r i t y g r o u p s . M a r y ' s 

g r a n d f a t h e r , as a young man, had s p e n t s i x t e e n y e a r s as a 

F r i e n d s s c h o o l t e a c h e r among the Seneca Ind ians i n wes tern New 

Y o r k . Her f a t h e r , J o s e p h S c o t t u s , c o n t i n u e d t h e work f o r 

s o c i a l j u s t i c e and became a l e a d e r t o h e l p t h e D o u k h o b o r s 

i m m i g r a t e to Canada. J o s e p h , Mary's b r o t h e r , a l s o worked h a r d 

t o see t h a t t h e R u s s i a n p a c i f i s t g r o u p s e t t l e s a f e l y i n 
20 

Western A l b e r t a and B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . 
W h i l e i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , N i t o b e had s t r u c k up a f r i e n d s h i p 

2 1 

w i t h J o s e p h . From H o k k a i d o , N i t o b e w r o t e J o s e p h d e t a i l e d 

l e t t e r s a b o u t h i s work and o f t e n a s k e d f o r h e l p w i t h h i s 

p r o j e c t s . These l e t t e r s to J o s e p h , added to hundreds o f o t h e r s 

t h a t Mary wrote to her f a m i l y , r e l a t i v e s and f r i e n d s , formed a 

s t r o n g s p i r i t u a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l l i n k t o A m e r i c a ; t h i s 

c o n n e c t i o n w o u l d p r o v e i n v a l u a b l e f o r N i t o b e ' s e d u c a t i o n a l 

work. 
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The M o r a l i s t E d u c a t o r 

N i t o b e j o i n e d t h e n o g a k k o f a c u l t y w h i c h numbered n i n e 

p r o f e s s o r s . Among t h e r e c e n t a p p o i n t e e s w e r e h i s o l d 

c l a s s m a t e s M i y a b e K i n g o and H i r o i I samu. B o t h had r e c e i v e d 

t h e i r d o c t o r a t e s i n 1889; Miyabe from H a r v a r d and H i r o i from 

S t u t t g a r t . N i t o b e ' s m e n t o r , S a t o , s e r v e d as p r o f e s s o r and 

a c t i n g D i r e c t o r . A l s o on t h e s t a f f were two f o r e i g n e r s , 

A r t h u r B r i g h a m and M i l t o n H a i g h t ; t h e y were t h e l a s t o f t h e 

y a t o i , who were b e i n g s l o w l y r e p l a c e d by J a p a n e s e t r a i n e d 

22 

a b r o a d . 

In h i s f i r s t y e a r , N i t o b e t a u g h t f i f t e e n h o u r s a week; 

t h r e e i n P o l i t i c a l E c o n o m y , f o u r i n A g r a l p o l i t i k , s i x i n 
2 3 

G e r m a n , one xn E n g l x s h c o m p o s i t i o n , and one i n e t h i c s . H i s 

courses were m a i n l y i n the honka ( r e g u l a r c o l l e g e ) , though he 

had a few hours i n the yoka ( p r e p a r a t o r y department ) . N i t o b e 

f o u n d t h a t he e n j o y e d t e a c h i n g i n t h e l a t t e r more t h a n he d i d 

i n the f o r m e r . Among these "youth r a n g i n g i n age from 14 up to 

22 o r 2 3 , " he c o u l d e x e r t i n f l u e n c e i n a r e a s o f m o r a l 

d e v e l o p m e n t , and f o u n d t h i s t o be more o f a c h a l l e n g e t h a n 
24 

l e c t u r x n g xn hxs own academic s p e c i a l t y . He r e q u e s t e d f o r 

more t e a c h i n g hours i n the y o k a , and by 1894 had f o u r h i s t o r y 

c l a s s e s t h e r e . He was p u t i n c h a r g e o f t h e w e e k l y e t h i c s 
25 

l e c t u r e as w e l l . 

N i t o b e gave t h e e t h i c s c o u r s e h i s h i g h e s t p r i o r i t y , and 

c a r r i e d i t out w i t h r e m a r k a b l e e a r n e s t n e s s : "Each t i m e I e n t e r 
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t h r o n e t o b l e s s my words and p e r s o n and s p i r i t , " he w r o t e t o 

h i s b r o t h e r - i n - l a w . Mary , t o o , n o t i c e d h i s r e l i g i o u s d e v o t i o n 

and t o l d her f a m i l y t h a t , b e f o r e e t h i c s c l a s s e s , N i t o b e "went 

t o t h e l i b r a r y f o r m o m e n t s o f q u i e t s o l i t u d e a n d 

2 6 

m e d i t a t i o n . " H i s c o n c e p t i o n o f what e t h i c a l i n s t r u c t i o n 

shou ld be i s r e v e a l e d i n one o f h i s l e t t e r s : 

[To] renew i n some measure t h e o l d r e l a t i o n s 
between a t e a c h e r and h i s p u p i l s . . . a r e l a t i o n 
o f m u t u a l r e s p e c t and r e f l e c t i o n s . . . w h e r e b y a 
t e a c h e r i s r e g a r d e d as a f o r m a t i v e ^ i n f l u e n c e and 
not a mere i n f o r m a t i o n r e s e r v o i r . 

H i s s t r e s s on c h a r a c t e r development was r e f l e c t e d i n h i s 

h i s t o r y c o u r s e s as w e l l . I n s t e a d o f l e c t u r i n g t o s t u d e n t s , 

N i t o b e c o n d u c t e d c l a s s d i s c u s s i o n s , w h i c h he d e s c r i b e d as 

" ta lks ." The t e x t was G u i z o t ' s H i s t o r y o f C i v i l i z a t i o n , which 

he f o u n d " r i c h i n s u g g e s t i o n s " f o r t o p i c s t o e x p l o r e . On t h e 

c h a p t e r on Feuda l System, f o r example , the a l l u s i o n to women 

i n m e d i e v a l s o c i e t y r a i s e d q u e s t i o n s t h a t l e d to "the s u b j e c t 

2 8 

o f t h e p r o g r e s s o f f e m a l e s t a t u s i n g e n e r a l . " He d i d n o t 

emphasize q u a n t i t y i n r e a d i n g , nor was he i n t e r e s t e d t h a t the 

s t u d e n t s l e a r n h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s o r t h e o r i e s ; N i t o b e was 

p r i m a r i l y concerned w i t h h i s t o r y ' s e t h i c a l l e s s o n s : 

I t i s my d e s i r e e s p e c i a l l y w i t h y o u n g e r boys 
(16-20 y e a r s o l d ) t o see i n t h e i r h i s t o r i c a l 
r e a d i n g s , n o b i l i t y o f c h a r a c t e r , g r e a t n e s s o f 
i n d i v i d u a l s : f o r they won't unders tand the "laws 
of s o c i a l progres s" the e v o l u t i o n o f s o c i e t y and 
t h e l i k e - - i f i n d e e d a n y b o d y even B u c k l e and 
Spencer r e a l l y unders tood i t ! 

N i t o b e a l s o used E n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e as a means to i m p l a n t 
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m o r a l i d e a s i n t o h i s s t u d e n t s , s i n c e "our p e o p l e have l o s t 

f a i t h i n Buddhism and i n C o n f u c i a n i s m " : 

I f o u n d f r o m my own e x p e r i e n c e and o b s e r v a t i o n 
as w e l l as f r o m t h e o p i n i o n s o f o t h e r s , t h a t t h e 
b e s t method o f w o r k i n g on t h e h e a r t o f t h e young 
i s a t p r e s e r i ^ t h r o 1 [ s i c ] t h e avenue o f E n g l i s h 
l i t e r a t u r e . 

Soon a f t e r a r r i v a l i n Sapporo , he h e l p e d form the E i g a k u  

k y o k a i ( E n g l i s h A s s o c i a t i o n ) . T w e l v e c l a s s e s were s t a r t e d , 

m a i n l y o f s t u d e n t s f r o m t h e y o k a , and d i v i d e d a c c o r d i n g t o 

i n t e r e s t and a b i l i t y . N i t o b e t o o k c h a r g e o f two o f t h e s e 

c l a s s e s , t h e " L o n g f e l l o w G r o u p , " w h i c h r e a d t h e w o r k s o f t h e 

p o p u l a r n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y A m e r i c a n a u t h o r , and the "mastery 

group," which focused t h e i r a t t e n t i o n on E n g l i s h c o n v e r s a t i o n . 

L a t e r t h a t summer, he t o o k c h a r g e o f two o t h e r c l a s s e s : (1) 

N i n e t e e n t h C e n t u r y W r i t e r s , ( C a r l y l e , C h a r l e s Lamb) and (2) 

M i l t o n ' s P a r a d i s e L o s t . "Both [ t h e s e c l a s s e s ] , " he w r i t e s , 

" w i l l be c a p i t a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s to e n f o r c e r e l i g i o u s and moral 

t r u t h s . " 3 1 

B u t e t h i c a l i n s t r u c t i o n was n o t o n l y a m a t t e r o f 

c l a s s r o o m l e s s o n s o r m o r a l e x h o r t a t i o n s . N i t o b e saw 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r s u c h l e s s o n s i n e v e r y a s p e c t o f l i f e , 

e s p e c i a l l y i n e v e r y d a y s c h o o l a c t i v i t i e s . To b u i l d a c l o s e r 

r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h s t u d e n t s , he v o l u n t e e r e d f o r l i b r a r i a n 

d u t i e s ; and he r e g u l a r l y went o u t t o t h e f i e l d t o p l a y 

b a s e b a l l w i t h them; and i n w i n t e r t i m e , he b r o u g h t o u t h i s i c e 

32 
s k a t e s , which he had brought back from Germany. 
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N i t o b e ' s en thus iasm won him the r e s p e c t o f h i s s t u d e n t s , 

and he soon became one o f t h e most p o p u l a r t e a c h e r s on c a m p u s . 

In March 1892, N i t o b e ' s yoka s t u d e n t s , f i r e d up by h i s e t h i c s 

l e c t u r e , c o n s u l t e d him on s t a r t i n g a campus-wide o r g a n i z a t i o n 

to promote the c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s . Two yoka groups j o i n e d to 

33 
form the G a k u g e i k a i (Academic A s s o c i a t i o n ) . 

The a s s o c i a t i o n ' s membership t o t a l e d over 160, c o n s i s t i n g 

m o s t l y o f y o k a s t u d e n t s . They began t h e K e i r i n z a s s h i 

( B e a u t i f u l F o r e s t M a g a z i n e ) t o w h i c h N i t o b e c o n t r i b u t e d 

r e g u l a r a r t i c l e s . The magazine , p u b l i s h e d t h r e e or f o u r t imes 

a y e a r , became a forum f o r s t u d e n t s to express t h e i r i d e a s on 

d i f f e r e n t t o p i c s . I t a l s o p l a y e d , s a y s A k i z u k i T o s h i y u k i , a 

s i g n i f i c a n t r o l e i n the development o f s tudent i d e n t i t y and a 
- - 34 

"school s p i r i t " a t the nogakko. 

B u t h i s deep i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h t h e n o g a k k o s t u d e n t s d i d 

n o t h i n d e r N i t o b e ' s a c t i v i t i e s o u t s i d e t h e s c h o o l ; he 

p a r t i c i p a t e d a c t i v e l y i n t h e e d u c a t i o n o f t h e w i d e r S a p p o r o 

c o m m u n i t y . In t h e e a r l y 1890s , t h e town s u f f e r e d f r o m a l a c k 

o f s e c o n d a r y s c h o o l s . Though i t had a f o u r - y e a r e l e m e n t a r y 

s c h o o l s y s t e m , i t had no m i d d l e s c h o o l s . T h i s s t a t e o f 

a f f a i r s w o r r i e d many o f t h e c i t i z e n s s i n c e t h e number o f 

c h i l d r e n o f p o s t - e l e m e n t a r y age was growing a t an r a p i d r a t e . 

I t was a p r e s s i n g i m p e r a t i v e t h a t t h e s e y o u t h be g i v e n l o c a l 

e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s . In the summer o f 1891, H o r i M o t o i , 

an i n f l u e n t i a l c o m m u n i t y l e a d e r , c a l l e d a m e e t i n g o f l o c a l 

e d u c a t o r s to d i s c u s s a scheme t h a t he had i n mind. N i t o b e was 

among t h e m . 3 5 
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H o r i M o t o i was b o r n i n C h o s h u i n 1844 a n d h a d 

p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the M e i j i R e s t o r a t i o n ; when the k a i t a k u s h i was 

e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1869 , he was a s s i g n e d t o i t . He l a t e r r e t i r e d 

f r o m g o v e r n m e n t s e r v i c e and s e t t l e d down i n H o k k a i d o . As 

P r e s i d e n t o f a c o a l - m i n i n g r a i l w a y c o m p a n y , H o r i numbered 

among Hokkaido's w e a l t h i e s t men. N i t o b e had s a i d o f him t h a t 

"had he r e m a i n e d i n o f f i c e , he c o u l d h a v e b e e n i n t h e 

C a b i n e t . " 3 6 

H o r i p lanned the b u i l d i n g o f an academy f o r boys between 

the ages o f s i x t e e n and twenty f o u r , which would serve Sapporo 

as a m i d d l e s c h o o l . He would p r o v i d e the f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s , 

he s a i d , i f t h e o t h e r s a s sumed t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e t a s k s . 

A f t e r s e v e r a l m e e t i n g s , b e t w e e n June and A u g u s t , p l a n s were 

f i n a l i z e d to open the s c h o o l i n September. N i t o b e was s e l e c t e d 

p r i n c i p a l o f t h i s n e w l y e s t a b l i s h e d H o k u m e i gakko ( N o r t h e r n 

C a l l S c h o o l ) , 3 7 

N i t o b e t a u g h t t h r e e c l a s s e s t h e r e , w h i c h i n c l u d e d an 

e t h i c s c o u r s e much l i k e t h e one a t t h e n o g a k k o . A t t h e s e 

l e c t u r e s , he p r e s e n t e d the s tudent s w i t h c o n c r e t e methods o f 

moral improvement t h a t he h i m s e l f had adopted y e a r s e a r l i e r . 

He s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e y "keep a d i a r y as a means o f s e l f -

e x a m i n a t i o n . " Another method t h a t he a d v i s e d was "the p r a c t i c e 

3 8 

of c o l d b a t h i n g " to h e l p deve lop endurance and w i l l power. 

N i t o b e a r r a n g e d h i s d a i l y s c h e d u l e so t h a t he c o u l d 

manage t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , c o n d u c t c l a s s r o o m t e a c h i n g , and 

a l l o w t i m e to meet w i t h s t u d e n t s . He r e s e r v e d one n i g h t a week 
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f o r s t u d e n t s from the s c h o o l to v i s i t h im; d u r i n g t h i s t i m e , 

they c o u l d d i s c u s s w i t h him any problems t h a t they might have. 

L a t e r , i n h i s t e n u r e as t h e H e a d m a s t e r o f t h e F i r s t H i g h e r 

S c h o o l , N i t o b e w o u l d u t i l i z e many o f t h e s e same p e r s o n a l 
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c o u n s e l i n g t e c h n i q u e s . 

The Hokumei gakko o p e r a t e d f o r f o r t y - t w o months u n t i l 

M a r c h 1895, when i t c l o s e d i t s d o o r s ; a new g o v e r n m e n t -

s p o n s o r e d s c h o o l had been b u i l t n e a r b y , and t h e Hokumei 

s t u d e n t s t r a n s f e r r e d t h e r e . D u r i n g i t s e x i s t e n c e , some 110 

s tudents passed through the Hokumei's ga te s . Many proceeded on 

t o t h e n o g a k k o , w h i l e o t h e r s became s e t t l e r s i n H o k k a i d o . 

N i t o b e s e r v e d as t h e s c h o o l ' s P r i n c i p a l and he l e f t a s t r o n g 

i n f l u e n c e on t h e l i v e s o f t h e y o u t h who had come i n t o c o n t a c t 

w i t h him t h e r e . 4 ^ 

J u s t p r i o r t o t h e c l o s i n g o f t h e H o k u m e i g a k k o , N i t o b e 

began h i s own s c h o o l i n t h e e v e n i n g s . He had l o n g f e l t an 

u r g e n t n e e d f o r an i n s t i t u t i o n t h a t w o u l d g i v e s t u d y 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s o u t s i d e o f r e g u l a r s c h o o l c h a n n e l s , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

f o r y o u t h who had t o work d u r i n g t h e d a y t i m e . Though s c h o o l s 

such as t h i s are common today i n J a p a n , i t was a t t h a t t i m e a 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y innovation. 4 " 1 " 

N i t o b e h a d f i r s t m e n t i o n e d t h e i d e a o f w a n t i n g t o 

s t a r t a s c h o o l f o r the d i s a d v a n t a g e d i n a l e t t e r to Miyabe i n 

1885. Two y e a r s l a t e r he r e p e a t e d the i d e a , but w i t h g r e a t e r 

c o n v i c t i o n . A f t e r h i s r e t u r n to Sapporo , he urged the YMCA to 

s t a r t a n i g h t s c h o o l b u t t h e y d i d n o t h i n g , t o h i s c h a g r i n ; he 

gave up hope and c a l l e d t h e YMCA a " s l e e p y a f f a i r . " But i n 
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1893, a s t r a n g e e v e n t p r o v i d e d N i t o b e w i t h t h e f u n d s t o 
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r e a l i z e h i s dream. 

M a r y r e c e i v e d an an i n h e r i t a n c e o f one t h o u s a n d d o l l a r s 

from a P h i l a d e l p h i a f r i e n d . T h i s woman, as a young o r p h a n , had 

been taken i n t o the E l k i n t o n home by Mary's f a t h e r and r a i s e d 

w i t h love and warmth. She never f o r g o t t h i s k i n d n e s s . When she 

d i e d , she w i l l e d money t o M a r y , t h e E l k i n t o n s ' e l d e s t c h i l d . 

M a r y , f o r h e r p a r t , d e c i d e d t o l e t h e r h u s b a n d use t h e g i f t 
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to s t a r t the s c h o o l t h a t he had f o r so long thought about . 

N i t o b e p u r c h a s e d a l o t some t h i r t y - s i x by s i x t y - f i v e 

y a r d s i n the p o o r e s t s e c t i o n o f Sapporo. I t had an o l d wooden 

t w o - s t o r y b u i l d i n g on i t . T h i s he u s e d f o r h i s l i t t l e 
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s c h o o l . Though the N i t o b e s r e f e r r e d to i t a f f e c t i o n a t e l y as 

the "ragged schoo l" to t h e i r f o r e i g n f r i e n d s , i t s f o r m a l name 

was t h e E n y u y a g a k k o . The C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r s i n t h e name 

" E n y u " m e a n t " f a r o f f f r i e n d s " a n d c o m m e m o r a t e d t h e 

P h i l a d e l p h i a n s — p e o p l e such as Joseph E l k i n t o n , Dav id S c u l l , 

Doc tor Hartshorne—who had p r o v i d e d the r e s o u r c e s to make the 

s c h o o l p o s s i b l e . A huge p o r t r a i t o f Abraham L i n c o l n , w h i c h 

a d o r n e d t h e w a l l o f t h e m a i n r o o m , was s e n t by M a r y ' s a u n t , 
Sarah S m i t h . S tudents from the nogakko, v o l u n t e e r e d an hour or 
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two a week to serve as t e a c h e r s . 

N i t o b e ' s b u s y s c h e d u l e d i d n o t a l l o w h i m t o work f u l l -

t ime on h i s new endeavor . F r i e n d s i n the community h e l p e d him 

a d m i n i s t e r the s c h o o l . One young C h r i s t i a n , a Mr. Sugamura who 

w o r k e d as a m i n o r g o v e r n e n t o f f i c i a l , a n d h i s w i f e , 
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c o n t r i b u t e d many hours . A l o c a l n u r s e , Hosh i Honami, h e l p e d to 

p u b l i c i z e the s c h o o l and ga ther s tudents ' on her rounds among 

4 6 

the r e c e n t c o l o n i s t s . N i t o b e f o u n d t h e v e n t u r e d e e p l y 

s a t i s f y i n g : 

I t i s a b l e s s e d work . . . and every t i m e I go 
t h e r e I come back w i t h a h e a r t aglow^^with human 
sympathy and a sense o f d i v i n e l o v e . 

In t h e f i r s t few m o n t h s , a s h o r t a g e o f t e a c h e r s l i m i t e d 

the c l a s s e s to a few n i g h t s each week. But by 1897 when more 

v o l u n t e e r s were f o u n d t o t e a c h , t h e s c h o o l began t o o f f e r 

c l a s s e s t h a t met r e g u l a r l y e v e r y e v e n i n g f o r two h o u r s . I t s 

c u r r i c u l u m c o n s i s t e d o f a " r e g u l a r c o u r s e " and a " p r a c t i c a l 

c o u r s e . " In t h e f o r m e r , a c a d e m i c s u b j e c t s s u c h as math and 

E n g l i s h were t a u g h t ; i n the l a t t e r , s tudent s l e a r n e d p r a c t i c a l 

s k i l l s s u c h as n u r s i n g , e t i q u e t t e a n d s e w i n g . I t a l s o 

e s t a b l i s h e d a Sunday s c h o o l , w i t h i t s l e c t u r e s on s p i r i t u a l 

4 8 

l i v i n g , as a p a r t o f t h e c u r r i c u l u m . The s c h o o l was c o 

e d u c a t i o n a l , though g i r l s from poor f a m i l i e s predominated i n 

the e a r l y y e a r s . A happy N i t o b e was a b l e t o r e p o r t t o h i s 

b r o t h e r - i n - l a w i n January 1896 t h a t : 

[The s c h o o l ] c o n t i n u e s t o p r o s p e r . . . [ t ] h e 
a t tendence i s so l a r g e — n e a r s e v e n t y — t h a t the 
t h r e e l i t t l e rooms we have b a r e l y g i v e u_̂  space 
to walk among them when they are s ea ted . 

When N i t o b e l e f t S a p p o r o i n O c t o b e r 1897, t h e Enyu -

yagakko was f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d and graduated i t s f i r s t c l a s s 

two y e a r s l a t e r . Though i t never a t t a i n e d f o r m a l r e c o g n i t i o n 
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as an a c c r e d i t e d e d u c a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n , i t c o n t i n u e d f o r 

f o r t y - f i v e y e a r s to c a t e r t o t h e needs o f a segment o f 

Sapporo's y o u t h . In t h i s way, i t s erved an i m p o r t a n t community 

f u n c t i o n and had a l a s t i n g i m p a c t . N i t o b e remained as Honorary 

P r i n c i p a l o f t h e s c h o o l f o r t h e r e s t o f h i s l i f e ; M a r y was 

d e s i g n a t e d second P r i n c i p a l upon h i s death i n 1933; a f t e r her 

p a s s i n g , i n 1938, Hanzawa Makoto, who had been a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

t h e s c h o o l f o r many d e c a d e s , became t h e t h i r d P r i n c i p a l . The 
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s c h o o l c l o s e d i n 1940. 

S c h o l a r and O f f i c i a l 

The n o g a k k o was p a s s i n g t h r o u g h d i f f i c u l t t i m e s d u r i n g 

N i t o b e ' s f i r s t y e a r s as i n s t r u c t o r i n t h e e a r l y 1890s . I t s 

budget was reduced and t a l k o f a b o l i s h i n g the s c h o o l e n t i r e l y 

w e r e h e a r d i n some q u a r t e r s . A f t e r t h e d e m i s e o f t h e 

k a i t a k u s h i , w i t h whose name the s c h o o l was a s s o c i a t e d , not a 
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few people thought t h a t i t s days o f u s e f u l n e s s were over . 

The o p e n i n g o f t h e n e w l y - c r e a t e d D i e t i n 1890 had made 

t h i n g s w o r s e . T h e g o v e r n m e n t p u r s e ' s s t r i n g s w e r e now 

c o n t r o l l e d by e l e c t e d men f r o m t h e m a i n l a n d who h e l d a d i m 

v i e w o f t h e w h o l e H o k k a i d o c o l o n i z a t i o n v e n t u r e . How c o u l d 

t h e y j u s t i f y p u b l i c f u n d s t o c o n t i n u e a c o l l e g e t h a t was a t 

b e s t o f dubious v a l u e to most Japanese? A m a j o r i t y o f Japanese 

s t i l l h e l d t h e image o f H o k k a i d o as a w a s t e l a n d — a l a n d o f 

p r i m i t i v e p e o p l e , snow, and b e a r s — w i t h o u t much use t o t h e 
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c o u n t r y . 

T h e p r e v a i l i n g mood w i t h i n t h e c o u n t r y , m o r e o v e r , 
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c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e n o g a k k o 1 s u n p o p u l a r i t y . A f t e r t h e 

p r o m u l g a t i o n o f t h e M e i j i C o n s t i t u t i o n i n 1889 and t h e 

i s s u a n c e o f the I m p e r i a l R e s c r i p t on E d u c a t i o n the f o l l o w i n g 

y e a r , J a p a n e s e t u r n e d away f r o m i m p o r t e d w e s t e r n i d e a s and 

i n s t i t u t i o n s t o seek t h e i r own u n i q u e v a l u e s and s e l f -

i d e n t i t y . T h i s n a t i o n a l i s m r a n a g a i n s t t h e l e g a c y o f t h e 

c o l l e g e . A m e r i c a n s had p l a y e d a c r u c i a l p a r t i n f o u n d i n g and 

d e v e l o p i n g t h e town and c o l l e g e , and A m e r i c a n i n f l u e n c e s 

a p p e a r e d i n a l l a s p e c t s o f t h e s c h o o l ' s c u r r i c u l u m . The 

C h r i s t i a n i t y t h a t h a d been f o s t e r e d t h e r e was now s e e n i n a 
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n e g a t i v e l i g h t . 

W i t h i n t h i s c l i m a t e , t h e r e was s teady p o l i t i c a l p r e s s u r e 

e x e r t e d t o r e p l a c e t h e o r i g i n a l b r o a d l y b a s e d a c a d e m i c 

c u r r i c u l u m w i t h a program t h a t emphasized s p e c i a l i z e d t r a i n i n g 

of immediate a p p l i c a b i l i t y . S i n c e the l a t e 1880s, t h i s work-

o r i e n t a t e d t y p e o f c u r r i c u l u m had been s l o w l y i n t r o d u c e d . 

A f t e r N i t o b e a r r i v e d , t h i s t r e n d was p u s h e d even f u r t h e r , 
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and ended i n a comple te c u r r i c u l u m r e f o r m i n 1895. 

N i t o b e s e r v e d as c h a i r m a n o f t h i s c o m m i t t e e . T h o u g h ' h e 

s t r o n g l y b e l i e v e d i n the academic course to t r a i n g e n e r a l i s t s , 

w h i c h he h i m s e l f had r e c e i v e d d u r i n g t h e f i r s t y e a r s o f t h e 

c o l l e g e , he c o u l d not c o u n t e r the advocates f o r a t e c h n i c a l l y -

o r i e n t e d c u r r i c u l u m . He d i d n o t s p e a k i n g a g a i n s t t h e need t o 

s p e c i a l i z e , b u t i n a r e p o r t on t h e n o g a k k o f o r t h e C h i c a g o 

Wor ld E x p o s i t i o n t h a t he had been asked to w r i t e , he lamented 
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the " i n t e r f e r e n c e o f p o l i t i c s i n e d u c a t i o n . " 
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In r e t r o s p e c t , one can see the i n t r u s i o n o f the n a t i o n a l 

g o v e r n m e n t i n t h e s c h o o l ' s a f f a i r as a p h a s e i n t h e 

c e n t r a l i z a t i o n p r o c e s s u n d e r t h e Monbusho ( M i n i s t r y o f 

E d u c a t i o n ) . I t had g r a d u a l l y t i g h t e n e d i t s c o n t r o l o v e r t h e 

n a t i o n ' s s c h o o l s . T h r o u g h o u t I n o u e K o w a s h i ' s t e n u r e as 

E d u c a t i o n M i n i s t e r b e t w e e n 1894 and 1895, many o r d i n a n c e s 

p e r t a i n i n g to t e c h n i c a l e d u c a t i o n appeared . As p a r t o f them, 

the nogakko was p l a c e d under the comple te j u r i s d i c t i o n of the 

M o n b u s h o . ^ 

Though N i t o b e ' s p r i m a r y i n t e r e s t s were h i s a c t i v i t i e s 

r e l a t i n g to moral development o f p r e - c o l l e g e age y o u t h , he d i d 

not n e g l e c t h i s own academic s p e c i a l t y ; he p r e p a r e d d i l i g e n t l y 

f o r h i s c l a s s e s i n A g r a l p o l i t i k , A g r i c u l t u r a l E c o n o m i c s , and 

t h e H i s t o r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e i n D i f f e r e n t C o u n t r i e s . W r i t i n g 

t h e s e l e c t u r e s , he s a y s , was n o t an e a s y t a s k . f o r he f o u n d 

t h a t t h o u g h h i s t o r y books d e s c r i b e d p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s i n 

g r e a t d e p t h , t h e y were " s i l e n t on s u c h p e a c e f u l a r t s " [as 

a g r i c u l t u r e ] . He w o r k e d h a r d and c o m p l e t e d a f u l l s e t o f 

l e c t u r e n o t e s . They f o r m e d t h e b a c k b o n e o f two books t h a t he 
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would p u b l i s h e d a few y e a r s l a t e r . 

In common w i t h the o t h e r c o u r s e s , N i t o b e ' s A g r i c u l t u r a l 

E c o n o m i c s was a l l o t e d a f t e r n o o n h o u r s t o j i s s h u ( p r a c t i c a l 

t r a i n i n g ) a f t e r t h e c u r r i c u l u m r e f o r m s o f 1895. In p l a c e o f 

j i s s h u , N i t o b e i n t r o d u c e d the s e m i n a r , the f i r s t i n Japanese 

u n i v e r s i t i e s , where i n t e r e s t e d s t u d e n t s c o u l d p u r s u e t h e i r 

own r e s e a r c h t o p i c i n d e p e n d e n t l y . One of h i s b e s t s tudent s i n 

t h i s s e m i n a r , Takaoka Kumao, f o l l o w i n g h i s f o o t s t e p s , s t u d i e d 
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i n Germany and r e t u r n e d to the c o l l e g e l a t e r to t e a c h C o l o n i a l 

P o l i c y , a t o p i c t h a t S a t o S h o s u k e had f i r s t i n t r o d u c e d and 

which N i t o b e had a l s o taught . 

A l t h o u g h he t a u g h t i n f a r - o f f S a p p o r o a t t h e n o t v e r y 

p r e s t i g i o u s nogakko, N i t o b e a t t r a c t e d some a t t e n t i o n w i t h i n 

the c o u n t r y a young s c h o l a r w i t h g r e a t p o t e n t i a l . An a r t i c l e 

"Three S c h o l a r s and t h e i r W o r k s , " d a t e d J a n u a r y 1893, i n t h e 

Japan M a i l , mentions N i t o b e ' s academic accompl i shment abroad 

a n d d e s c r i b e s h i s d o c t o r a l d i s s e r t a t i o n on J a p a n e s e 
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a g r i c u l t u r e i n g r e a t d e t a i l . 

H i s academic work appears to have been c o n f i n e d m a i n l y to 

H o k k a i d o and a l r e a d y shows h i s i n t e r e s t t o b r i d g e t h e gap 

between the s c h o l a r s and the i n t e l l i g e n t laymen. He h e l p e d to 

s t a r t t h e E c o n o m i c A s s o c i a t i o n i n S a p p o r o and r e a d h i s 
t e c h n i c a l p a p e r s a t i t s m e e t i n g s . And he h e l p e d g e t a d a i l y 

column i n a l o c a l newspaper f o r the f a c u l t y a t the nogakko to 

6 0 

w r i t e a b o u t t h e i r work f o r t h e w i d e r p u b l i c . And t o a 

p u b l i s h e r i n M o r i o k a he s u b m i t t e d p a r t s o f h i s Johns Hopkins 

T h e s i s f o r p r i n t i n g " i n a m o n t h l y s e r i a l i n my h o m e l a n d . " He 

a l s o c o n t r i b u t e d s e v e r a l s h o r t p i e c e s i n E n g l i s h to Tokutomi 

Soho's magazine , the Far E a s t . 6 1 

N i t o b e d i d n o t p u b l i s h much on A g r i c u l t u r a l E c o n o m i c s 

w h i l e i n S a p p o r o . A s i d e f r o m two s t a t i s t i c a l s t u d i e s on 

a g r i c u l t u r a l v i l l a g e s i n a T o k y o - b a s e d j o u r n a l , he p r o d u c e d 

6 2 

l i t t l e . T h i s p a u c i t y . r e s u l t e d from h i s many i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h 

o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s . He wore two o f f i c i a l h a t s : b o t h p r o f e s s o r 
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and t e c h n i c a l a d v i s o r to the Hokkaido cho. The d u t i e s o f the 

l a t t e r o f t e n r e q u i r e d h i m t o u n d e r t a k e t i m e - c o n s u m i n g 

6 3 

p r o j e c t s . F o r e x a m p l e , i n November 1894, he was a s k e d t o 

i n v e s t i g a t e and d r a f t , w i t h s e v e r a l o t h e r s , a t e c h n i c a l paper 

f o r t h e I m p e r i a l A g r i c u l t u r a l S o c i e t y on t h e f o l l o w i n g 

q u e s t i o n s : 

(1) measures to p r e v e n t too f r e q u e n t s a l e o f farm l o t s ; 

(2) procedures f o r s t a r t i n g A g r i c u l t u r a l c o - o p e r a t i v e s ; 

(3) methods i n s u p p l y i n g t h e f a r m i n g p o p u l a t i o n w i t h 
horses and c a t t l e ; 

(4) measures to p r e v e n t the i m p o r t a t i o n o f sugar; 

64 
(5) means o f f a c i l i t a t i n g the exchange of seeds. 

W o r k i n g i n t h e f i e l d a l s o c o m p r i s e d a p a r t o f N i t o b e ' s 

d u t i e s . In o r d e r to i n c r e a s e the a r e a o f c u l t i v a b l e l a n d , the 

H o k k a i d o cho s t a r t e d two p e a t - b o g r e s e a r c h s t a t i o n s i n t h e 

I s h i k a r i v a l l e y i n 1893. They a i m e d t o r e c l a i m p e a t - b o g s o i l 

f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l d e v e l o p m e n t . N i t o b e was a s s i g n e d t o work 

f u l l - t i m e on t h i s p r o j e c t i n J u l y 1893. T h i s p r o j e c t was 

a b a n d o n e d n o t l o n g t h e r e a f t e r , b u t a n o t h e r s i m i l a r p r o j e c t 

began a t K o t o n a n e a r S a p p o r o i n 1910. Though l a t e r s t u d i e s 

r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e e c o n o m i c b e n e f i t s d e r i v e d f r o m t h e s e 

p r o j e c t s were m a r g i n a l , t h e y d i d l e a d t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 

over 40,000 h e c t a r e s , m a i n l y i n Western Hokka ido , the g r e a t e r 
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p a r t o f i t i n the I s h i k a r i p l a i n . 

Takakura S h i n ' i c h i r o w r i t e s t h a t N i t o b e a l s o engaged i n a 

s u r v e y i n g p r o j e c t a t t h e r e q u e s t o f t h e l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t . I t 
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was b e i n g i n u n d a t e d by l a n d l o r d - t e n a n t d i s p u t e s . N i t o b e 

s u b m i t t e d a p a p e r , H o k k a i d o k o s a k u j o r e i s o a n (A p r o p o s a l 

r e g u l a t i n g l a n d c u l t i v a t i o n i n Hokka ido) , based upon s t u d i e s 

o f l a n d - t e n a n c y laws i n Europe and A m e r i c a . In i t he suggested 

v a r i o u s c h a n g e s . B u t h i s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s were n o t a d o p t e d . 

A c c o r d i n g t o T a k a k u r a , N i t o b e ' s d r a f t was t h e f i r s t i n J a p a n 

6 6 

t o d e a l i n t h i s way w i t h t h e s e t e n a n c y l a w s . 

N i t o b e ' s a d v i s o r y work a t the Hokkaido cho was but one o f 

a b o u t t w e n t y a f f i l i a t i o n s w i t h o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n and a r o u n d 

S a p p o r o . He was i n v o l v e d w i t h d i f f e r e n t s o c i a l - s e r v i c e work 

s u c h as t h e Red C r o s s , p r i s o n r e f o r m w o r k , and s u p p o r t f o r 

v a r i o u s s c h o o l s . And a t h i s own home, he and M a r y o f f e r e d 

c l a s s e s i n B i b l e Study and E n g l i s h . But the nogakko p l a c e d the 

g r e a t e s t demands upon h i m . In a d d i t i o n t o a f u l l t e a c h i n g 

l o a d , he s e r v e d as l i b r a r i a n , a d v i s o r t o s t u d e n t g r o u p s , and 

member o f f a c u l t y c o m m i t t e e s . In t h e summer o f 1895, he was 

s a d d l e d w i t h the t a s k o f d o r m i t o r y a d v i s o r . And i n 1896, when 

S a t o t r a v e l l e d o u t o f H o k k a i d o , he was a p p o i n t e d A c t i n g -
6 7 

D i r e c t o r o f the s c h o o l . 

N i t o b e was c o n s t a n t l y on t h e move, a l w a y s s e e k i n g and 

w e l c o m i n g new w o r k ; whenever r e q u e s t s came a s k i n g f o r h i s 

h e l p , he i n v a r i a b l y o b l i g e d , r e g a r d l e s s o f how b u s y he m i g h t 

be w i t h s o m e t h i n g e l s e . He a l w a y s managed t o f i t i t i n t o an 

a l r e a d y d e n s e l y o v e r c r o w d e d s c h e d u l e . 

In s p i t e o f h i s b u s y n e s s , h o w e v e r , t h e r e were o m i n o u s 

s i g n s t h a t s o m e t h i n g was w r o n g . As e a r l y as 1 8 9 2 , he 

c o m p l a i n e d o f a " p a i n i n t h e r i g h t arm" t h a t d i d n o t have any 
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p h y s i o l o g i c a l c a u s e . T h i s grew p r o g r e s s i v e l y w o r s t o v e r t h e 

y e a r s . Hanzawa Makoto r e c a l l e d t h a t N i t o b e c o u l d not even h o l d 

a c h a l k s teady to w r i t e on the b l a c k b o a r d . And he was h a v i n g 

fi 8 
t r o u b l e s l e e p i n g . But N i t o b e s t r u g g l e d to keep on w o r k i n g . 

C r i s i s ! 

N i t o b e ' s h e a l t h s t e a d i l y d e t e r i o r a t e d and by l a t e summer 

1897 he was b a r e l y a b l e to g e t o u t o f b e d . M a r y ' s l e t t e r o f 

August 19th s u c c i n c t l y c a p t u r e s h i s mental a n g u i s h : 

[We] are a g a i n p a s s i n g through deep w a t e r s ; . . . 
I t h i n k t h e h e a v i e s t p a r t o f i t t o me i s t h a t 
I n a z o ' s h o u l d have s u c h h a r d , h a r d s t r u g g l e s t o 
l a y down a l l work and do what seems t o h i m 
a b s o l u t e l y n o t h i n g . . . A . H . [Anna H a r t s h o r n e ] 
has j u s t p u t i n t o h i s hands f o r t h e a f t e r n o o n a 
b r u s h & box o f p a i n t s t o " p l a y " w i t h , as i t 
o c c u r e d t o h i m t h a t was s o m e t h i n g he c o u l d do 
w i t h o u t t h i n k i n g too hard over i t . 

M a r y ' s l o n g i l l n e s s compounded h i s p r o b l e m s . In J a n u a r y 

1892, Mary gave b i r t h t o a son whom t h e y named Thomas . B u t 

a f t e r o n l y a f t e r a week, the baby d i e d . 7 ^ The d e l i v e r y appears 

t o have been an a g o n i z i n g and t r a m a t i c e x p e r i e n c e f o r M a r y . 

Her age o f 34 and the inadequate m e d i c a l f a c i l i t i e s i n Sapporo 

p r o b a b l y c o n t r i b u t e d to her d i f f i c u l t i e s . She was b e d r i d d e n 

f o r s e v e r a l months t h e r e a f t e r ; i n June , N i t o b e accompanied her 

back to P h i l a d e l p h i a where she r e c u p e r a t e d . A f t e r a p e r i o d of 

absence , she r e t u r n e d to Sapporo i n 1894, but she never f u l l y 

r e g a i n e d her h e a l t h and s u f f e r e d f r e q u e n t a t t a c k s o f f a t i g u e 

^ 71 and nervousness . 
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Her p o o r h e a l t h o n l y a g g r a v a t e d a more d e e p l y - r o o t e d 

p r o b l e m t h a t a p p e a r s t o have been embedded i n N i t o b e ' s own 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l makeup. S t u d y i n g h i s l i f e between 1891 and 1897 

we are s t r u c k by the same c o m p u l s i v e p a t t e r n t h a t we have seen 

i n h i s s t u d e n t y e a r s : an e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y p o w e r f u l d r i v e to 

a c h i e v e . H i s e a r l y hunger f o r r e c o g n i t i o n and honor seems to 

have r e m a i n e d an u n s a t i s f i e d p s y c h o l o g i c a l need w h i c h he 

h i m s e l f may n o t have u n d e r s t o o d . In h i s own m i n d , he w o r k e d 

f o r t h e good o f h i s c o u n t r y , and more s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r the 

good of Hokkaido . He f u l f i l l e d the moral duty t h a t he had long 

f e l t . Wasn't the i n c r e d i b l e q u a n t i t y o f h i s work p r o o f o f h i s 
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d e v o t i o n and s i n c e r i t y ? 

Work, the V i c t o r i a n s have s a i d , was a v i r t u e ; done w i t h 

e a r n e s t n e s s , i t i s i t s own r e w a r d . N i t o b e r e l i g i o u s l y b e l i e v e d 

i n t h i s ; he had e a r l i e r e m b r a c e d Thomas C a r l y l e ' s m a x i m — 

" d o i n g t h e D u t y t h a t l i e s n e a r e s t " — a s an i n t e l l e c t u a l l y 

f o r m u l a t e d a n s w e r t o h i s p r o b l e m o f r e c o n c i l i n g h i s d e s i r e s 

f o r w o r l d l y fame w i t h s p i r i t u a l r e p o s e . Yet he found t h a t the 

work he so o b s e s s i v e l y p u r s u e d d i d n o t b r i n g h i m i n w a r d 

contentment; i t d i d not s o l v e h i s innermos t d e s i r e s to a c t out 

a r o l e on a w i d e r and more p r o m i n e n t s t a g e . 

In s p i t e h i s deep p i e t y and e x p r e s s i o n s o f s i n c e r i t y , 

N i t o b e appears to have v a c i l l a t e d i n h i s commitment to remain 

i n t h e backwoods o f H o k k a i d o f o r t h e r e s t o f h i s l i f e . He had 

expres sed a vague d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h l i f e t h e r e , i n s p i t e of 

h i s e a r l i e r i d e a l i s t i c e x p r e s s i o n s . Sapporo c o u l d not s a t i s f y 

the l o n g i n g i n h i s h e a r t f o r more t r a v e l and more e x p e r i e n c e 
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i n a w i d e r w o r l d . As e a r l y as 1892, he had s e n t a f e e l e r out 
to h i s Johns Hopkins p r o f e s s o r , Herbert Adams, to i n q u i r e i n t o 

7 3 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s f o r f u r t h e r study i n America. And t o h i s 
b r o t h e r - i n - l a w , Joseph, he a d m i t t e d t o a l o n e l i n e s s t h a t he 
f e l t working i n Sapporo where there was no one "at whose f e e t 

7 4 
he c o u l d s i t a t . " And i n a moment of c a n d o r , t o h i s 
s t u d e n t s , he had r e v e a l e d t h a t he was not i n t e r e s t e d i n 

75 
s t a y i n g a t Sapporo f o r v e r y long. Mary's i l l n e s s p r o b a b l y 
exacerbated these f e e l i n g s . 

But thoughts of wanting to leave created strong g u i l t i n 
him; he recognized the debt that he owed to the Hokkaido cho 
and p e o p l e l i k e S a t o , who had h e l p e d him g e t him h i s 

7 6 
appointment. He could not abandon them. And he could not be 
u n f a i t h f u l to h i s own quest to b u i l d Edinburgh. He had to stay 
to continue h i s e a r l i e r vow. E x e r t i n g strong w i l l power and 
t h i n k i n g that t h i s would s u f f i c e , Nitobe immersed h i m s e l f w i t h 
more and more work. But a f t e r s i x and a h a l f y e a r s he c o u l d 
take no more. He s u f f e r e d a nervous breakdown. 
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To be born thus empty i n t o t h i s 
modern age, . t h i s m i x t u r e of 
good and i l l , and y e t t o s t e e r 
t h r o u g h l i f e on an h o n e s t 
c o u r s e t o t h e s p l e n d o r s o f 
s u c c e s s — t h i s i s a f e a t 
r e s e r v e d f o r paragons of our 
k i n d , a t a s k beyond the n a t u r e 
of the normal man. 

Ihara Saikaku, The Japanese Family 

Storehouse 

CHAPTER IV 

The R i s e t o Prominence: 1897-1906 

Hokkaido's c o l d w i n t e r was f a s t a p p r o a c h i n g , and the 

long, grey months ahead promised l i t t l e hopes f o r recovery. 
B e d r i d d e n , Nitobe's mind i n v a r i a b l y t u r n e d t o h i s work. 
D e c i d i n g t h a t a change of l o c a t i o n would be the b e s t way t o 
r e g a i n h i s h e a l t h , N i t o b e asked f o r a l e a v e of absence from 
the nogakko On October 2nd, he l e f t w i t h h i s f a m i l y f o r a 

2 
warmer c l i m a t e i n Shonan. They stayed there b r i e f l y and went 
on t o Kamakura, where they spent the next few months i n a 

3 
rented beach house i s o l a t e d from the town. 

Recuperation: L i f e as a Semi-Invalid 

T h e i r household now i n c l u d e d a t h r e e - y e a r o l d nephew, 
Y o s h i o , and Mary's p e r s o n a l n u r s e , a young p h y s i c i a n , Rachel 
Read. Y o s h i o was Nitobe's f a v o r i t e s i s t e r Kisa's son. N i t o b e 
had brought Yoshio to Sapporo when he returned from a t r i p to 
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western Japan. Rachel Read was Anna Hartshorne's cousin. She 
had graduated from the P h i l a d e l p h i a College of Osteopathy i n 
1892 and accompanied Mary to Japan a f t e r the long v i s i t w i t h 
her f a m i l y i n 1893. Read remained w i t h the N i t o b e s u n t i l 
about 1900 when she began a p r i v a t e p r a c t i c e i n Tokyo. 5 

Her s p e c i a l t y , osteopathy, was a system of therapy based 
"on a t h e o r y t h a t d i s e a s e s a r e due c h i e f l y t o l o s s o f 
s t r u c t u r a l i n t e g r i t y . " P r e s c r i b e d t r e a t m e n t f o r p a t i e n t s 
i n v o l v e d m a n i p u l a t i o n o f l i m b s s u p p l e m e n t e d by o t h e r 
t h e r a p e u t i c measures, i n c l u d i n g m e dicine or s u r g e r y . 6 For 
N i t o b e , Read p r e s c r i b e d f r e q u e n t r e s t s , l i k e an hour's nap 
b e f o r e d i n n e r , morning b a t h s , and a body massage b e f o r e 

7 
bedtime. N i t o b e l a t e r commented t o an a c q u a i n t a n c e i n 

g 
P h i l a d e l p h i a that "osteopathy i s doing much." 

In Tokyo, N i t o b e had seen s e v e r a l l e a d i n g s p e c i a l i s t s 
about h i s i l l n e s s . They i n c l u d e d a Doctor Hashimoto and the 
renowned German p h y s i c i a n , who was t e a c h i n g m e d i c i n e a t the 

9 
I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y , Edwin B a e l t z . B a e l t z gave him a 
rigorous p h y s i c a l examination. F i n d i n g no organic d i s o r d e r , he 
concluded t h a t the problem stemmed from emotional causes. He 
asked Nitobe to e x p l a i n h i s circumstances. Nitobe thought that 
perhaps h i s heavy work was r e s p o n s i b l e , and r e l a t e d i n d e t a i l 
h i s many a c t i v i t i e s . B a e l t z , unimpressed, r e t o r t e d t h a t 
"overwork was not the cause." The t r i g g e r f o r the breakdown, 
the German doctor s a i d , had to be something e l s e . 1 ^ 

Baeltz's minute que s t i o n i n g revealed a recent death of a 
young nogakko student from Kyushu. Nitobe had spent much time 82 



n u r s i n g the i l l s t u d e n t and was d e e p l y moved by the s i g h t of 
the dead student's f i a n c e e weeping a t the b u r i a l . B a e l t z 
f e l t t h a t t h i s was the immediate reason f o r the nervous 
breakdown. Nitobe needed to r e s t completely, the doctor s a i d . 
Furthermore, he warned t h a t i t would take perhaps three, and 
as much as seven, years f o r N i t o b e t o c o m p l e t e l y r e c o v e r h i s 
h e a l t h . 1 1 

Nitobe was w e l l enough by December to take short s t r o l l s 
along the Kamakura seacoast. He took Yoshio on the j i n r i k i s h a 
to v i s i t the famous D a i b u t s u (Great Buddha) or the nearby 
Hachiman s h r i n e a short d r i v e away. And on c l o u d l e s s days, the 
e n t i r e f a m i l y went f o r o u t i n g s w i t h p i c n i c b a s k e t s t o view 

. . 12 
Mount F u j i . As he got s t r o n g e r , N i t o b e t u r n e d back t o h i s 
work. H i s f i r s t t a s k was t o complete the Nogyo h a t t a t s u s h i 
( H i s t o r y of a g r i c u l t u r a l development). For s h o r t p e r i o d s -
twenty t o t h i r t y m i n u t e s — h e d i c t a t e d t o a young nogakko 

13 
g r a d u a t e , K o t a n i T a k e j i , from h i s l e c t u r e n otes. T h i s 
technique, which he had used to complete the Kenkoku bidan and 
some magazine a r t i c l e s , allowed him to work without having to 
w r i t e . The manuscript was complete by e a r l y December, and he 

14 
submitted i t f o r p u b l i c a t i o n . 

They moved t h e i r household again, on January 12, 1899, to 
Numazu, a c o a s t a l town i n Shizuoka. Nitobe could now work f o r 
two or t h r e e hours every day. He began p l a n s f o r a study t h a t 
he envisioned as h i s magnum opus. The whole p r o j e c t e n t a i l e d 
three major s e c t i o n s : a one-volume P r i n c i p l e s of A g r i c u l t u r e ; 83 



a t w o - o r - t h r e e volume H i s t o r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e ; and a two-volume 

15 

A g r a l p o l i t i k . 

A f t e r p u b l i s h i n g t h e N o g y o h a t t a t s u s.h_i, w h i c h he 

d e s c r i b e d as "a rough o u t l i n e o f 300 pages , c o v e r i n g one t h i r d 
o f t h e g r o u n d I have i n v i e w , " he c o n c e n t r a t e d on d r a f t i n g 

the f i r s t o f t h e s e r i e s , t h e Nogyo h o n r o n ( P r i n c i p l e s o f 

16 

a g r i c u l t u r e ) . For the next s i x months he worked s t e a d i l y and 

comple ted the m a n u s c r i p t i n J u l y . He wrote the p r e f a c e a t the 

Ikaho h o t s p r i n g r e s o r t i n Gunma P r e f e c t u r e , and d e d i c a t e d the 

work t o t h e memory o f h i s m o t h e r . The p u b l i s h e r Shokabo o f 

Tokyo b r o u g h t o u t t h e book as t h e i r f i r s t v o l u m e i n t h e 

S a p p o r o s o s h o , a g r o u p o f w o r k s by p r o f e s s o r s a t t h e S a p p o r o 
- 17 nogakko. 

A m e r i c a A g a i n 

S t i l l not c o m p l e t e l y w e l l , N i t o b e d e c i d e d i n the summer 

o f 1898 t o c o n t i n u e h i s r e c u p e r a t i o n i n C a l i f o r n i a . A d o c t o r 

had suggested t h a t i t s c l i m a t e would h e l p speed h i s r e c o v e r y . 

N i t o b e a d o p t e d Y o s h i o , o b t a i n e d t h e i r t r a v e l p a p e r s , and 

s u b m i t t e d h i s f o r m a l r e s i g n a t i o n to the Hokkaido cho and the 

nogakko. In l a t e J u l y , he , Mary and Y o s h i o embarked f o r N o r t h 

A m e r i c a on the Empress o f J a p a n - - N i t o b e ' s t h i r d voyage a c r o s s 

the P a c i f i c . 1 8 

T r a v e l l i n g w i t h them was a t a l e n t e d t w e n t y - y e a r o l d g i r l 

f r o m H o k k a i d o , K a w a i M i c h i , whom t h e y had b e f r i e n d e d i n 
- 19 

Sapporo w h i l e she s t u d i e d a t the K e i s e n jogakko. Kawai was 

g o i n g t o B r y n Mawr C o l l e g e , where she had won a s c h o l a r s h i p 
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t h a t had been e s t a b l i s h e d a few y e a r s e a r l i e r t h r o u g h t h e 

2 0 

e f f o r t s o f T s u d a Umeko and A l i c e B a c o n . C o n c e r n e d f o r 

Kawai's s a f e t y , the N i t o b e s c a r e f u l l y i n s t r u c t e d her on the do 

and don'ts o f t r a v e l abroad; and they went through much p a i n s 
21 

to see t h a t she s a f e l y reached P h i l a d e l p h i a . 
T h e i r i m m e d i a t e d e s t i n a t i o n was V a n c o u v e r , B r i t i s h 

C o l u m b i a , where they spent the l a t e summer i n B .C. ' s c r i s p and 

2 2 
c o o l c l i m a t e . In V i c t o r i a , t h e y w a t c h e d t h e D o u k h o b o r s 

d i sembark from t h e i r s h i p s . E a r l i e r t h a t y e a r , Joseph S c o t t u s 

E l k i n t o n had w e l c o m e d t h e f i r s t g r o u p f r o m E u r o p e i n Nova 

2 3 
S c o t i a . Upon a r r i v a l i n C a n a d a , t h e D o u k h o b o r s d i s p e r s e d 

westward. Mary l a t e r sent a s k e t c h to her b r o t h e r t h a t Y o s h i o 

24 

had drawn of some Doukhobors a t the V i c t o r i a w a t e r f r o n t . 

The N i t o b e s s p e n t some t i m e i n V i c t o r i a b e f o r e t h e y 

moved i n l a n d t o v i s i t B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a ' s G l a c i e r N a t i o n a l 

Park . A f t e r a few days t h e r e , they saw Kawai M i c h i o f f on the 

t r a i n e a s t to T o r o n t o . They then proceeded southward t o t h e i r 

f i n a l d e s t i n a t i o n : M o n t e r e y P e n i n s u l a i n C a l i f o r n i a , some 
25 

n i n e t y m i l e s to the south o f San F r a n c i s c o . 

Monterey was Mexican C a l i f o r n i a ' s o l d c a p i t a l . Though i t s 

boom days had ended when the c a p i t a l was moved to Sacramento , 

i t s q u i e t n a t u r a l beauty o f t a l l t r e e s and whi t e beaches made 
2 6 

i t an i d e a l h a v e n f o r r e c u p e r a t i o n . I t had a t t r a c t e d many 
27 

a r t i s t s i n i t s e a r l y days . In 1879, i t was t emporary home to 
a c o n s u m p t i v e t w e n t y - n i n e - y e a r - o l d S c o t t i s h w r i t e r f r o m 

2 8 
E d i n b u r g h , R o b e r t L o u i s S t e v e n s o n . A t t h a t t i m e , some 350 
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d e n i z e n s l i v e d i n M o n t e r e y , many o f whom were o f S p a n i s h o r 

29 

Mexican descent . W h i l e t h e r e , Stevenson wrote a r e m a r k a b l e 

s t o r y a b o u t t h e f i r e b r a n d J a p a n e s e p a t r i o t , Y o s h i d a S h o i n . 

W h e t h e r N i t o b e knew t h i s i s n o t known; b u t t h e l i b r a r y t h a t he 

•donated i n l a t e r l i f e t o t h e T o k y o Women's C o l l e g e c o n t a i n s 
3 0 

Stevenson' book . 

When Stevenson l e f t , the town had begun to change i n t o a 

t o u r i s t s p o t . A new r a i l r o a d and s t a t i o n had r e c e n t l y been 
31 

b u i l t to serve the brand new H o t e l De l Monte. The h o t e l had 
a c h i e v e d a w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d r e p u t a t i o n when t h e N i t o b e s 

3 2 

a r r i v e d seventeen years l a t e r i n the w i n t e r o f 1898. 

They s p e n t s e v e r a l weeks t h e r e b e f o r e t h e y moved t o 

C o l l e g e Park i n Santa C l a r a County , home of the U n i v e r s i t y of 

t h e P a c i f i c . T h e r e t h e y r e s t e d q u i e t l y f o r t h e n e x t few 

m o n t h s . N i t o b e c o u l d now r e f l e c t a n d m e d i t a t e w i t h o u t 

i n t e r r u p t i o n . In t h e p e a c e f u l a t m o s p h e r e h i s c r e a t i v e 

e n e r g i e s b u r s t f o r t h . Ideas t h a t he had long c a r r i e d u p w e l l e d 

and c o n g e a l e d i n t o a book t h a t w o u l d w i n h i m a p l a c e i n 

Japanese l i t e r a r y h i s t o r y and p r o p e l him to i n t e r n a t i o n a l fame 

i n a few s h o r t y e a r s : B u s h i d o , the s o u l o f Japan. 

N i t o b e d i d n o t have s p e c i f i c p l a n s w r i t e B u s h i d o . To 

G r i f f i s , he had expressed the w i sh "to t r y my hand i n w r i t i n g 
3 3 

s o m e t h i n g w i t h a p r o f e s s i o n a l v i e w . " W h i l e i n S a p p o r o , he 

had w r i t t e n some E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e a r t i c l e s , but they had a l l 

been s h o r t p i e c e s . 3 4 

Though he l a c k e d t h e t i m e f o r t h e m , N i t o b e r e t a i n e d a 

s t r o n g i n t e r e s t i n E n g 1 i s h - l a n g u a g e w r i t i n g s and f o l l o w e d 
86 



c l o s e l y the p u b l i c a t i o n s of Uchimura. The l a t t e r , a f t e r he had 
gained n o t o r i e t y through h i s r e f u s a l t o bow b e f o r e the 
I m p e r i a l R e s c r i p t , had s t a r t e d t o w r i t e . Mary N i t o b e , as a 
favor to her husband's f r i e n d , helped e d i t some of Uchimura's 

3 5 
works. In a l e t t e r t o G r i f f i s , N i t o b e had spoken f a v o r a b l y 

3 6 
of them. Now, f r e e of d i s t r a c t i o n and i s o l a t e d by d i s t a n c e 
from v i s i t o r s and self-imposed d u t i e s , Nitobe too decided to 
popu l a r i z e f o r an English-language audience. 

While i n Canada, Nitobe had w r i t t e n an essay, "Expansion 
3 7 

of America." Though i t no l o n g e r e x i s t s , i t was p r o b a b l y 
w r i t t e n as a response t o r e c e n t developments i n the f o r e i g n 
r e l a t i o n s of the United States: the Spanish-American War and 
the annexation of Hawaii and the P h i l i p p i n e s . Bushido would 
perhaps not have been w r i t t e n , except f o r a f o r t u i t o u s 
occurrence. To G r i f f i s he wrote: 

At the suggestion of Miss Hartshorne, who by the 
way has come t o j o i n us from P h i l a d e l p h i a , I 
have begun a paper on Bushido - P r e c e p t s of 
K n i g h t h o o d , as an e s s e n t i a l o f J a p a n e s e 
character, i n f a c t a key t<g understand the moral 
sentiments of her people. 

His strong memory served him w e l l as he wrote. Though he 
d i d not have many books w i t h him, he p r o b a b l y r e l i e d on the 
U n i v e r s i t y of P a c i f i c l i b r a r y to check many s p e c i f i c d e t a i l s 

39 
w i t h i n the t e x t . Though no record of the a c t u a l d r a f t i n g of 
the m a n u s c r i p t e x i s t s , i t i s u n l i k e l y t h a t he d i c t a t e d the 

4 0 

whole of i t , as one b i o g r a p h e r s t a t e s . N i t o b e may have 
d i c t a t e d some s e c t i o n s of i t t o Anna H a r t s h o r n e , but the 
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b a l a n c e d rhythm and smooth f low of the prose suggests t h a t he 

w o r k e d and r e w o r k e d t h e m a t e r i a l s many t i m e s t o a c h i e v e t h e 

p o l i s h o f t h e f i n a l p r o d u c t . And more t h a n l i k e l y , he w o r k e d 

on the d r a f t even a f t e r he l e f t C a l i f o r n i a . 

N i t o b e d i d n o t know what he w o u l d do a f t e r he r e t u r n e d 

home to Japan . Sato Shosuke wrote r e g u l a r l y to urge h i s r e t u r n 

41 . . . t o S a p p o r o . E v e r y i s s u e o f t h e G a k u g e i k a i z a s s h i r e p o r t e d 

the whereabouts o f t h e i r b e l o v e d s e n s e i . They say r e p e a t e d l y 

t h a t N i t o b e w o u l d r e t u r n t o S a p p o r o t o r e s u m e h i s 

p r o f e s s o r s h i p . But he h i m s e l f appears to have been a m b i v a l e n t 

a b o u t t h e n o g a k k o . He had o t h e r more l u c r a t i v e o f f e r s . He 

wrote Adams t e l l i n g him t h a t he had " r e c e i v e d a c a l l from the 

U n i v e r s i t y of Tokyo , from the Noble ' s S c h o o l , as w e l l as from 

43 

a Department o f A g r i c u l t u r e . " 

In s p i t e o f these f l a t t e r i n g o f f e r s which h e l d out b r i g h t 

promises f o r f u t u r e advancement—not to mention the a m e n i t i e s 

o f Tokyo l i f e - - t h e o l d S a p p o r o t i e s were s t r o n g , and he 

c o n f i d e d t o H e r b e r t Adams t h a t " f r i e n d s h i p a n d m o r a l 
4 4 

o b l i g a t i o n may draw me b a c k t o t h e o l d p l a c e . " In M a r c h , 

w h i l e he was i n C a l i f o r n i a , N i t o b e became a n o g a k u h a k u s h i 

(Doctor o f A g r i c u l t u r e ) on a recommendat ion from the academic 

commit tee a t T o d a i . E l e c t e d to t h i s p r e s t i g i o u s c i r c l e , he now 

had i m p e c c a b l e academic q u a l i f i c a t i o n s t h a t made h i s t a l e n t s 
45 

much sought a f t e r . 

At t h i s c r i t i c a l j u n c t u r e i n h i s c a r e e r , N i t o b e opted to 

f u l f i l l t h e m o r a l o b l i g a t i o n , w h i c h he f e l t he owed t o t h e 
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c o l l e g e , b e f o r e h i s own p e r s o n a l a d v a n c e m e n t . N e a r l y 

r e c o v e r e d , he was a n x i o u s t o g e t b a c k t o w o r k . He s e n t h i s 

4 6 

f a m i l y t o P h i l a d e l p h i a i n J u n e and l e f t f o r S a p p o r o a l o n e . 

B u t f a t e once a g a i n s t e p p e d i n . He had r e a c h e d H a w a i i when 

an unexpected appointment came from the n o r i n s h o . He was asked 

to i n v e s t i g a t e A m e r i c a n a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t s and g i v e n 1500 
47 

yen to c a r r y out the p r o j e c t . 

N i t o b e b a c k t r a c k e d and r e t u r n e d t o t h e c o n t i n e n t . T h i s 

t i m e he c r o s s e d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s and f i l e d f i e l d r e p o r t s to 

the n o r i n s h o as he went. By autumn he had r e j o i n e d h i s f a m i l y 

on the e a s t c o a s t . 

In December 1899, t h e l a s t month o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , N i t o b e v i s i t e d New E n g l a n d . From P r o v i d e n c e , Rhode 

I s l a n d , where he s p e n t a few days a t t h e home o f f o r m e r U .S . 

Senator Joseph C h a l c e , whose w i f e was an o l d f r i e n d of M a r y ' s , 

N i t o b e w r o t e G r i f f i s t o e x p l a i n t h a t he had c o m p l e t e d h i s N 

B u s h i d o . He a s k e d G r i f f i s i f he knew o f a n y s u i t a b l e 

4 8 

p u b l i s h e r s . T h e L e e d s a n d B i d d l e C o m p a n y , a l i t t l e 

p u b l i s h i n g f i r m i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , was s e l e c t e d . In l a t e 

December p r e p a r a t i o n s were s t a r t e d and t h e f i r s t c o p i e s o f 
49 

Bushido were i n the b o o k s e l l e r s by e a r l y January 1900. 

W h i l e N i t o b e p r e p a r e d B u s h i d o f o r t h e p r i n t e r s , he 

r e c e i v e d an u r g e n t l e t t e r from Sone A r a s u k e , M i n i s t e r o f the 

n o r i n s h o , which o f f e r e d him a job i n the Formosan c o l o n i z a t i o n 

o f f i c e . 5 ^ The r e q u e s t came f r o m G o t o S h i n p e i , C i v i l A f f a i r s 

Bureau C h i e f (minse ibu chokan) o f the Taiwan s o t o k u f u (Taiwan 

G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l ' s O f f i c e ) . G o t o d e s p e r a t e l y s o u g h t t r a i n e d 
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p e r s o n n e l t o f i l l key p o s i t i o n s . T h r o u g h a f r i e n d i n t h e no 

51 
n n s h o he had h e a r d o f N i t o b e . N i t o b e r e f u s e d t h e o f f e r 

t w i c e , b u t .Goto p e r s i s t e d . F i n a l l y , a f t e r t h r e e i n s i s t e n t 

52 

l e t t e r s and a long t e l e g r a m , N i t o b e r e l e n t e d . 

He a s k e d f o r a o n e - y e a r e x t e n t i o n b e f o r e t a k i n g up h i s 

new p o s i t i o n so he c o u l d s t u d y E u r o p e a n c o l o n i z a t i o n , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t r o p i c a l a r e a s . The s o t o k u f u g r a n t e d h i s 

r e q u e s t . On 10 F e b r u a r y 1 9 0 0 , he l e f t h i s f a m i l y i n 

P h i l a d e l p h i a w i t h the E l k i n t o n s and embarked f o r G i l b r a l t a r . 

The i t i n e r a r y he sent Miyabe i n c l u d e d S p a i n , F r a n c e , E n g l a n d , 
5 3 

West G e r m a n y , and I t a l y . B u t upon h i s a r r i v a l i n P a r i s , he 

was a p p o i n t e d t e m p o r a r y c o m m i s s i o n e r i n t h e J a p a n e s e 

d e l e g a t i o n to the W o r l d E x p o s i t i o n , headed by P r i n c e K a n ' i n , 

w h i c h was. o p e n i n g t h e r e t h a t summer. He w o r k e d , as one o f 

twenty c o m m i s i o n e r s , on a m i s c e l l a n y o f jobs f o r f o u r months. 

In t h e F a l l , he l e f t P a r i s t o re sume h i s i n d e p e n d e n t s t u d i e s 
54 

i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r a new phase i n h i s c a r e e r . 

N i t o b e r e t u r n e d to Japan from Europe v i a A s i a - - h i s f i r s t 

r o u n d - t h e - w o r l d - t r i p o f f i v e . In h i s s t u d e n t d a y s , he had 

t r a v e l l e d e a s t t o S t . P e t e r s b u r g i n R u s s i a , and as f a r s o u t h 
55 

as A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y . Now h i s j o u r n e y t o o k h i m t o E g y p t and 

t h r o u g h t h e Suez C a n a l , a r o u n d t h e I n d i a n Ocean up t o Hong 

K o n g , and t h e n c e t o J a p a n . H i s u n c l e , O t a T o k i t o s h i , s t i l l 

h e a l t h y and h a l e , and s e r v i n g as ward f o r the Nambu daimyo's 

f a m i l y i n T o k y o , met N i t o b e a t Yokohama h a r b o r on J a n u a r y 

2 6 t h , 1901. A l s o p r e s e n t were a c r o w d o f N i t o b e ' s f o r m e r 90 



s t u d e n t s , who had come to welcome t h e i r s e n s e i h o m e . ^ 

W i t h Kodama and Goto i n Formosa 

H i s f o r t h c o m i n g t r i p t o F o r m o s a t o j o i n t h e team o f 

Kodama G e n t a r o and G o t o S h i n p e i t o d e v e l o p J a p a n ' s f i r s t 

c o l o n y was now uppermost i n N i t o b e ' s mind. On F e b r u a r y 2nd he 

r e c e i v e d h i s f o r m a l a p p o i n t m e n t as a s p e c i a l i s t i n t h e so-

t o k u f u . ^ 

The J a p a n e s e had o b t a i n e d F o r m o s a i n A p r i l 1895 t h r o u g h 

t h e T r e a t y o f S h i m o n o s e k i . I t was p a r t o f a c o m p r e h e n s i v e 

s e t t l e m e n t t h a t i n c l u d e d the c e s s i o n of the L i a o t u n g p e n i n s u l a 

and t h e P e s c a d o r e s t o J a p a n ; C h i n e s e r e c o g n i t i o n o f K o r e a n 

i n d e p e n d e n c e ; an i n d e m n i t y p a y m e n t o f two h u n d r e d m i l l i o n 

t a e l s ; and an e x t e n s i o n to Japan of p r i v i l e g e s g r a n t e d e a r l i e r 

5 8 

to the Western powers . 

C o n t r a r y t o h i g h e x p e c t a t i o n s , F o r m o s a , a f t e r i t s 

a c q u i s i t i o n by t h e J a p a n e s e , b e c a m e a g r e a t l i a b i l i t y . 

"Infamous f o r i t s d e a d l y e p i d e m i c s and f e r o c i o u s i n h a b i t a n t s , " 

w r i t e s E . P . T s u r u m i , " [ i t ] was v i e w e d as an u n h e a l t h y enough 
59 

p l a c e i n t h e b e s t o f t i m e s . " N i t o b e w r o t e t h a t when he 
f i r s t h e a r d o f t h e i s l a n d , he was " f r i g h t e n e d b y i t s 

6 0 

o p p r e s s i v e c l i m a t e . " B u t t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s e n t a i l e d i n 

c o l o n i z i n g t h e i s l a n d d i d n o t d e t e r t h e J a p a n e s e . To own a 

c o l o n y l e n t them p r e s t i g e . And t h i s was a p o w e r f u l mot ive , 
61 

f o r t h e y f e l t t h e eyes o f t h e W e s t e r n powers upon t h e m . 

But the f i r s t t h r e e y e a r s o f Japanese r u l e b e l i e d e a r l i e r 

p r o m i s e s . The m i l i t a r y governors c o u l d not b r i n g o r d e r out of 
91 



t h e i n t e r n a l c h a o s . N a t i o n a l i s t g r o u p s d i d n o t c o o p e r a t e 

w i t h t h e new r u l e r s ; a b o r i g i n a l t r i b e s i n t h e i n t e r i o r 

h i g h l a n d s had to be p a c i f i e d ; b a n d i t s c o n t r o l l e d l a r g e r e g i o n s 

o f t h e i s l a n d ; a n d m o s t i n t r a c t a b l e o f a l l w e r e t h e 

d i s e a s e s — s u c h as m a l a r i a — w h i c h " k i l l e d perhaps more Japanese 

6 3 

s o l d i e r s than the m i l i t a r y campaigns." 

C o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e s e d i f f i c u l t i e s were t h o s e t h a t t h e 

J a p a n e s e t h e m s e l v e s b r o u g h t t o t h e c o l o n y t h r o u g h p o o r 

management and b u r e a u c r a t i c i n e f f i c i e n c y . " I n d i f f e r e n c e and 

i g n o r a n c e a p p e a r e d t o have been a f u n d a m e n t a l a t t i t u d e w i t h 
6 4 

t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . " The f r e q u e n t c h a n g e s i n p e r s o n n e l 

d i s r u p t e d a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o n t i n u i t y . S t a f f m o r a l e was l o w . 

Among c i v i l i a n o f f i c i a l s , the ass ignment was seen mere ly as "a 

s t e p p i n g s tone to more a t t r a c t i v e p o s t i n g s . " 6 5 And the p o o r l y 

r u n o r g a n i z a t i o n seems t o have a t t r a c t e d many i n c o m p e t e n t s , 

who found s h e l t e r t h e r e to en joy the b e n e f i t s o f c i v i l s e r v i c e 

employment. 

The J a p a n e s e p a r l i a m e n t , w h i c h v o t e d t h e s u b s i d y t o 

m a i n t a i n t h e i s l a n d , was l o s i n g i t s p a t i e n c e w i t h t h e 

c o l o n i z a t i o n a t t e m p t . Many saw i t as a s i n k h o l e i n which money 

was b e i n g s u c k e d down a d r a i n . T h e r e were v o i c e s t h a t a r g u e d 
fi 

t h a t t h e i s l a n d be s o l d t o F r a n c e f o r 2 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 y e n . The 

b u d g e t had been s l a s h e d f r o m 6 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 yen t o 3 ,900 ,000 

yen i n 1898, t h e y e a r Kodama and G o t o a r r i v e d t o a d m i n i s t e r 

the c o l o n y . T h e i r immediate t a s k was to make the i s l a n d become 
6 7 

f i n a n c i a l l y independent . 
92 



Kodama Gentaro, appointed Governor-General i n February 

1898, immediately reorganized the minseibu ( C i v i l A f f a i r s 
— 68 

Section) to give more power to his lieutenant, Goto Shinpei. 

It was s t r e a m l i n e d from fourteen to f i v e bureaus, a l l under 

the d i r e c t control of Goto, whose o f f i c i a l t i t l e was changed 

from minseibucho ( C i v i l A f f a i r s Section Chief) to minseichokan 
69 

( C i v i l A f f a i r s Bureau Chief). In June, three months afte r he 

arrived, Goto sent 1080 o f f i c i a l s back to the mainland. And he 

a c t i v e l y began to r e c r u i t q u a l i f i e d men to f i l l h i g h - l e v e l 

p o s i t i o n s under him. Kodama gave Goto a fr e e hand to s e l e c t 
70 

and choose appropriate s t a f f . Soon Goto had under his d i r e c t 

c o n t r o l men l o y a l to him and h i s program. Nitobe, one of 

eleven top o f f i c i a l s i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n , wrote of how h i s 

section functioned: "although I r e l y on s p e c i a l i s t s , they are 

a l l l i n k e d together on a chain, and i f I p u l l the master 
71 

s t r i n g the links a l l come together i n the right order." 

When Nitobe joined the Kodama-Goto team i n February 1901, 

many of the problems that plagued e a r l i e r administrations had 

been solved, or a l l e v i a t e d to a degree so that the main task 
7 2 

of economic development could proceed. As Chief of the 

Industrial Bureau, Nitobe was given r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to create a 

blueprint for the sugar industry. It became the centerpiece in 
7 3 

the plan f o r the colony's development. The r o l e of the 

Formosan sugar industry, Sam Ho observes, was mainly to serve 

Japan's own needs, and not produce f o r a world-wide 

marketplace. Between 1896-1904, an average of 22 m i l l i o n yen 
of Japan's f o r e i g n exchange was used to finance i t s sugar 
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imports. This accounted f o r over 50% of i t s trade d e f i c i t s i n 
74 

t h i s period. 
To reduce t h i s huge currency o u t f l o w , Nitobe f o l l o w e d the 

c a m e r a l i s t p o l i c i e s of F r e d e r i c k the Great t h a t he had s t u d i e d 
i n German u n i v e r s i t i e s . He d r a f t e d a t e c h n i c a l paper e n t i t l e d 
"Togyo k a i r y o i k e n sho" (Opinion on the improvement of the 
sugar i n d u s t r y ) , which o u t l i n e d a p l a n t o r e i n v i g o r a t e the 

75 
i n d u s t r y w i t h modern production methods. Nitobe proposed the 
c r e a t i o n of a temporary sugar bureau, d i s t i n c t from the 
i n d u s t r i a l bureau, t o be s e t up f o r a p e r i o d of t e n y e a r s . In 
September 1901, he submitted a plan to Kodama which the l a t t e r 

7 6 
q u i c k l y adopted and executed. Nitobe was appointed c h i e f of 

77 
the sugar bureau, concurrent w i t h h i s other p o s i t i o n . 

His plans f o r the development of the sugar i n d u s t r y bore 
immediate f r u i t . W i t h i n a few y e a r s , sugar p r o d u c t i o n had 
t r i p l e d , and Japan no l o n g e r depended on f o r e i g n sugar 

7 8 
i m p o r t s . Other economic programs, such as the monopolies 
p l a c e d on camphor, s a l t , and opium, and the a d o p t i o n of the 
l a t e s t t e c h n o l o g y t o p r o c e s s oolong t e a l e a v e s proved so 
p r o f i t a b l e t h a t the colony no longer needed government subsidy 

79 
a f t e r 1 9 0 4 - - f i v e years ahead of p r o j e c t i o n s . Along w i t h 
these f i n a n c i a l f e a t s , the sotokufu had layed down much of the 
necessary i n f r a s t r u c t u r e f o r the subsequent development of the 
i s l a n d . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s , h o s p i t a l s , and s c h o o l s 

8 0 
b e n e f i t t e d Japanese c o l o n i s t s and n a t i v e peoples as w e l l . 

In s p i t e h i s t a l e n t s as a c o l o n i a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r , Nitobe 94 



had no d e s i r e to to make i t a career. He longed to get back to 
the classroom. While working i n Formosa, he probably confided 
to Goto th a t he would remain f o r a few years at most and that 
h i s heart l a y i n education. By 1903, c o n d i t i o n s i n Formosa had 
improved so t h a t Goto c o u l d a l l o w N i t o b e t o r e t u r n t o the 

. . 81 u n i v e r s i t y . 
From h i s days as a Sapporo p r o f e s s s o r , N i t o b e expressed 

much i n t e r e s t i n meeting eminent men. To a f r i e n d Zumoto 
Motosada, a f e l l o w nogakko graduate who i n 1887 had become a 
s e c r e t a r y t o I t o H i r o b u m i , N i t o b e wrote " w h i l e I'm s t u c k i n 
Hokkaido and cannot even see those persons who r u l e our 
country, you, as Ito's s e c r e t a r y , have a chance to mingle w i t h 

8 2 
prominent people. How I envy you." In t h i s same l e t t e r , 
Nitobe asked Zumoto whom he thought, among the e l i t e t h a t he 
had met, t o be the men of h i g h e s t i n t e g r i t y . Zumoto's r e p l y 
c o n s i s t e d of two names: Hoshi Toru and Goto S h i n p e i . N i t o b e 
r e c a l l e d l a t e r t h a t t h i s was the f i r s t t i m e he had heard of 

_ go 

Goto's name. 
At t h e i r f i r s t meeting, i n January 1901, Goto l a y i l l i n 

h i s Tokyo home w i t h i n f l u e n z a and a fever of over 40 degrees. 
8 4 -

They d i s c u s s e d N i t o b e ' s a p p o i n t m e n t and s a l a r y . Goto 
perceived Nitobe's worth i n s t a n t l y : over the strong o b j e c t i o n s 
of the naimusho (Home M i n i s t r y ) , Goto saw t o i t t h a t N i t o b e 
r e c e i v e a f i r s t rank's s a l a r y of 2500 yen per y e a r , s t a n d a r d 
f o r an o f f i c i a l of the f i r s t rank, despite h i s low f i f t h rank 
i n the bureaucracy. 8^ 

In o r i g i n s , experiences and a s p i r a t i o n s , Goto and Nitobe 95 



had much i n common. Bo t h were from Tohoku and " o u t s i d e r s " t o 

t h e S a t - c h o g o v e r n m e n t c l i q u e . B o r n i n 1 8 5 7 t o a s a m u r a i 

f a m i l y i n Mizusawa c i t y , t h e n i n the Sendai domain but now i n 

Iwate p r e f e c t u r e , Goto chose m e d i c i n e as a v o c a t i o n . A f t e r 

r e c e i v i n g t r a i n i n g i n F u k u s h i m a , he went t o Nagoya where he 

became d i r e c t o r o f t h e A i c h i P r e f e c t u r a l H o s p i t a l . I n 1 8 8 2 , 

he met I t a g a k i T a i s u k e , t h e L i b e r a l P a r t y l e a d e r , whom he 

t r e a t e d f o r an i n j u r y . Though I t a g a k i ' s c o n n e c t i o n s , Goto 

e n t e r e d t h e Home M i n i s t r y as a s p e c i a l i s t . I n t h e n e x t e i g h t 

y e a r s , he s k i l l f u l l y w o r k e d h i s way up t h e b u r e a u c r a t i c 
i *A 8 7 l a d d e r . 

G oto was s e n t a b r o a d t o s t u d y i n Germany i n 1 8 9 1 and 

r e t u r n e d t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r t o h e a d t h e B u r e a u o f 
8 8 

S a n i t a t i o n . D u r i n g the Sino-Japanese War, he h e l p e d c r e a t e 

and head a S a n i t a t i o n Bureau f o r s o l d i e r s r e t u r n i n g from the 

war. I n t h i s c a p a c i t y , he met Kodama G e n t a r o , who was t h e n 

t h e Army's V i c e M i n i s t e r i n t h e G e n e r a l S t a f f . The l a t t e r , who 

h a d n o t i c e d G o t o ' s e x t r a o r d i n a r y a b i l i t i e s a s a n 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r , made h i m h i s c h i e f o f c i v i l a f f a i r s when he 
8 9 

became G o v e r n o r - G e n e r a l of Formosa. 

Kodama G e n t a r o was f i v e y e a r s o l d e r t h a n G o t o and t e n 

y e a r s N i t o b e ' s s e n i o r . He t o o was o f s a m u r a i b a c k g r o u n d . H i s 

f a t h e r had been a l o w - r a n k i n g s a m u r a i f r o m t h e Tokuyama 
9 0 

d o m a i n w i t h a s t i p e n d o f t w e n t y k o k u . Though " s h o r t e r t h a n 

t h e a v e r a g e J a p a n e s e , " r e c a l l e d N i t o b e o f h i s f o r m e r 

s u p e r i o r , he made up t h e d i s a d v a n t a g e b y a q u i c k 
96 



i n t e l l i g e n c e . He had an uncanny a b i l i t y , d e s p i t e a l a c k of 
f o r m a l e d u c t i o n , t o grasp the core of complex problems. And 
w i t h o u t v a c i l l a t i o n or i n d e c i s i o n , he q u i c k l y made up h i s 
mind. H i s was a "man of a c t i o n , " a doer r a t h e r t h a n a 

92 
t h i n k e r . 

D u r i n g the R e s t o r a t i o n , Kodama, s t i l l i n h i s te e n s , 
f o u g h t on t h e s i d e o f t h e I m p e r i a l f o r c e s a g a i n s t t h e 
Tokugawa. In August 1868, he jo i n e d the newly created Japanese 
army and se r v e d i n the Satsuma R e b e l l i o n of 1876-77. R i s i n g 
q u i c k l y i n rank, he became Headmaster of the Army C o l l e g e 

9 3 

( r l k u g u n daigaku) a t t h i r t y f i v e . In 1892, a f t e r a g e n e r a l 
tour of Europe to examine m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s , he served as j i k a n 
(Vice M i n i s t e r ) of the Army M i n i s t r y and Chief of i t s M i l i t a r y 
A f f a i r s Bureau. D i s t i n g u i s h e d s e r v i c e i n the Sino-Japanese War 
led to an appointment as a l i e u t e n a n t general and a barony i n 
1896. He became Governor-General of Formosa i n February 1898, 

94 
a p o s i t i o n he held u n t i l A p r i l 1906. 

The spe c t a c u l a r successes i n Formosa, to which Nitobe had 
co n t r i b u t e d i n no sm a l l measure, won Kodama and Goto l a u r e l s 
from the M e i j i government and enhanced t h e i r s t a t u r e i n the 
eyes of t h e i r p o w e r f u l c o l l e a g u e s . Kodama was near the - 9 5 p i n n a c l e o f h i s power; Goto's s t a r was r i s i n g . F or 
Nitobe's subsequent c a r e e r , the Formosan i n t e r l u d e was 
important, f o r i t brought him i n t o i n t i m a t e contact w i t h these 
two prominent leaders. 

The e x p e r i e n c e under these two men and t h e i r a p p r o v a l 
brought N i t o b e the n e c e s s a r y c o n t a c t s t h a t a s s u r e d h i s own 97 



e n t r y i n t o t h e i n n e r c i r c l e o f t h e M e i j i p o l i t i c a l and 

e d u c a t i o n a l e l i t e . In 1903, K a t s u r a T a r o f o r m e d h i s s e c o n d 

government and made Kodama the M i n i s t e r o f b o t h the Army and 

E d u c a t i o n . Goto , i n t r o d u c e d N i t o b e to u n i v e r s i t y o f f i c i a l s i n 

K y o t o . W i t h t h e s e c o n n e c t i o n s , N i t o b e became a p r o f e s s o r i n 

the Law F a c u l t y a t K y o t o I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y i n t h e F a l l o f 
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1903. 

Bushido and the Russo-Japanese War 

A f t e r r e c o v e r y f r o m h i s n e r v o u s b r e a k d o w n , N i t o b e 

c o n t i n u e d t h e m u l t i - d i m e n s i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s he had s t a r t e d 

w h i l e i n S a p p o r o . He had become a c c u s t o m e d t o r a d i c a l l y 

d i f f e r e n t t y p e s o f work i n t h e same s p a c e o f t i m e . B u t t h e 

d r i v i n g c o m p u l s i v e n e s s , the i r r a t i o n a l need to squeeze as much 

work i n t o one day, had l e f t h i m . In Formosa , he paced h i m s e l f 

c a r e f u l l y and took c a u t i o n a g a i n s t o v e r - e x e r t i o n . Moreover , 

he appears to have c o n t i n u e d h i s p r a c t i c e of s h o r t naps a f t e r 

d i n n e r . 

Soon a f t e r b e g i n n i n g h i s j o b w i t h t h e s o t o k u f u , N i t o b e 
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c o n c e i v e d a p l a n t o s t a r t an E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e j o u r n a l . On 

one o f h i s f r e q u e n t t r i p s back to Tokyo, he g a t h e r e d t o g e t h e r 

some o l d f r i e n d s , Anna H a r t s h o r n e , A l i c e B a c o n and T s u d a 

Umeko, t o d i s c u s s t h e i d e a . The t h r e e were t h e n b u s i l y 

o c c u p i e d w i t h a new v e n t u r e : l a u n c h i n g a new s c h o o l f o r 
9 9 -

women. The i n s t i t u t e was c a l l e d t h e T s u d a j o g a k k o , and 
E n g l i s h w a s i t s c h i e f s u b j e c t . T h e t h r e e w o m e n 

98 



e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y e n d o r s e d t h e i d e a . They e n l i s t e d a n o t h e r 

n a t i v e J a p a n e s e s p e a k e r , S a k u r a i O s o n , and began t h e E i g a k u  

s h i n p o [ i t was c o n c u r r e n t l y c a l l e d The E n g l i s h S t u d e n t ] i n 

l a t e 1 9 0 1 . T h e y brought out t h e i r f i r s t i s s u e on November 

1 5 t h . N i t o b e s e r v e d as G e n e r a l E d i t o r and A d v i s o r , w h i l e t h e 

o t h e r f o u r c o n d u c t e d t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a n d e d i t o r i a l 

, . . 101 d u t i e s . 

The E i g a k u sh inpo's i n t e n d e d audience was s t u d e n t s o f the 

E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e i n m i d d l e and h i g h e r s c h o o l s . I t s b i w e e k l y 

i s s u e s c a r r i e d a m i s c e l l a n y o f E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e a r t i c l e s w i t h 

c o p i o u s n o t e s i n J a p a n e s e t o a i d and s t i m u l a t e t h e n o v i c e . 

E d i t o r i a l s , s t o r i e s , s e 1 f - 1 e s s o n s , t e s t q u e s t i o n s f o r 

e x a m i n a t i o n s , l e t t e r s f r o m n o t a b l e s , and a g o s s i p y e d i t o r ' s 

f i l e o c c u p i e d most o f i t s p a g e s . In June 1903, t h e name was 

changed to the E i b u n s h i n s h i [The S t u d e n t ] , but the s t a f f and 
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the c o n t e n t s o f the j o u r n a l remained e s s e n t i a l l y unchanged. 

The E i b u n s h i n s h i p r o v i d e d N i t o b e w i t h an o u t l e t t o 

e x p r e s s h i s i d e a s t o y o u t h on r e l i g i o n , m o r a l i t y and t h e 

i m p o r t a n c e o f e t h i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t . A t t h e n o g a k k o , he had 

h e l p e d to i n i t i a t e a s tudent j o u r n a l i n which he had expres sed 
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such i d e a s . H i s v i ews had not changed much over the y e a r s , 

and t h e means t h a t he e m p l o y e d t o s p r e a d h i s i d e a s — t h e 

E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e — a l s o remained the same. The d i f f e r e n c e was 

s c a l e . He now w r o t e f o r an a u d i e n c e w i d e l y s c a t t e r e d 
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throughout Japan . 

B u t N i t o b e d i d n o t l i m i t h i s E i b u n s h i n s h i a r t i c l e s t o 

e t h i c s and r e l i g i o n . He used i t s pages to d i s c u s s a wide range 99 



o f s u b j e c t s t h a t d e a l t w i t h a l l a s p e c t s o f human e x p e r i e n c e . 

The c o n t r i b u t i o n s were s h o r t and n o t w e l l d e v e l o p e d , as he 

w r o t e i n odd h o u r s . B u t t h e y b o r e h i s s t r o n g i m p r i n t and 

p r e s e n t a d e e p l y p e r s o n a l v i s i o n o f N i t o b e s ' i n n e r w o r l d . 

These e s s a y s , which appeared a l m o s t r e g u l a r l y i n each i s s u e o f 

t h e m a g a z i n e f o r a l m o s t s e v e n y e a r s , p r o v e d so p o p u l a r t h a t 

t h e y were t r a n s l a t e d and p r i n t e d i n a s e p a r a t e v o l u m e , f o r 

t h o s e u n a b l e t o r e a d E n g l i s h , by S a k u r a i O s o n . I t was c a l l e d 
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Z u i s o r o k u . 

B u s h i d o , t h e S o u l ofr J a p a n had e s t a b l i s h e d a modest 

r e p u t a t i o n f o r N i t o b e i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s a f t e r i t s 

p u b l i c a t i o n by L e e d s and B i d d l e . Though t h e book had n o t 

c a u g h t t h e a t t e n t i o n o f t h e m a j o r book r e v i e w s and l i t e r a r y 

d i g e s t s , t h e r e v i e w s w h i c h d i d a p p e a r w e r e , a l m o s t w i t h o u t 
10 6 

e x c e p t i o n , f a v o r a b l e . B u t , more i m p o r t a n t l y , the book made 

enough of an impact to a t t r a c t the a t t e n t i o n o f Shokabo, which 

had e a r l i e r p u b l i s h e d h i s Nogyo h o n r o n . Ten months a f t e r t h e 

Leeds and B i d d l e e d i t i o n appeared , Shokabo p r i n t e d a Japanese 

e d i t i o n , w h i c h was i n a l l r e s p e c t s t h e same b o o k , b u t o f 

i n f e r i o r paper and b i n d i n g . 

T h i s e d i t i o n s o l d w e l l i n J a p a n a f t e r p u b l i c a t i o n i n 

O c t o b e r 1901. Over t h e n e x t t h r e e y e a r s , i t r a n t h r o u g h n i n e 

p r i n t i n g s . I t s s a l e s h e l p e d e l e v a t e N i t o b e ' s r e p u t a t i o n i n 
10 8 

J a p a n as a m a s t e r o f t h e E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e . C u r i o u s l y , i t 

a l s o c r e a t e d an image o f him as a l e a r n e d s c h o l a r o f Japanese 

e t h i c s and O r i e n t a l p h i l o s o p h y . E s t a b l i s h e d s c h o l a r s such as 
100 



Inoue Tetsujiro were bothered by the p u b l i c i t y and complained 

that amateurs such as Nitobe were t r e s p a s s i n g on t h e i r 
109 

turf. And prominent Christians, such as Uemura Masahisa, 

quickly expressed misgivings over Nitobe's attempt to seek an 

i n t e l l e c t u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p between Japan's feudal values and 

the u n i v e r s a l i t y of Christ's teachings. 1 1^ 

Though the, Shokabo ed i t i o n of Bushido helped to establish 

Nitobe's fame i n Japan, i t also created many d i f f i c u l t i e s for 

him a f t e r 1904 when he t r i e d to put out an expanded and 

revised e d i t i o n of the work from the well established New York 

p u b l i s h i n g f i r m , George Putnam's Sons. Mary r e f e r r e d many 
- I l l years later to the Shokabo ed i t i o n as pirated. The company, 

however, i n i t s f i r s t advertisements of the book, e x p l i c i t l y 

mentions that they "obtained the author's and American 
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publisher's p e r m i s s i o n to r e p r i n t i t i n Japan." I t seems 

that Nitobe had worked out an arrangement with Shokabo that 

they s e l l t h e i r e d i t i o n only i n Japan. This understanding was 

broken by the company when i t t r i e d to p r o f i t from the 

burgeoning i n t e r e s t abroad i n Japan aft e r the outbreak of the 
113 

Russo-Japanese War. Shokabo's p u b l i s h e r forged Nitobe's 

p r i v a t e s e a l and contracted with the North P a c i f i c Trading 

Company and the Simpkins, MarshalIs and Company, respectively, 
114 

to s e l l the book i n the United States and Great B r i t a i n . 

When Nitobe found out, he was f u r i o u s ! He c a l l e d the errant 

p u b l i s h e r to h i s Koishikawa home and y e l l e d at the man, h i s 

daughter Kotoko r e c a l l s , i n a v o i c e that caused the "whole 
115 

house to shake." 101 



Nitobe's r e p u t a t i o n grew s t e a d i l y i n Japan from 1901 t o 
1904--through l a r g e s a l e s of Bushido and the Ei b u n s h i n s h i 
a r t i c l e s . Other mass-circulated magazines a l s o sought pieces 
from him on a d i v e r s i t y of subjects. He w i l l i n g l y obliged."'''1'6 

At Sapporo, he earned r e s p e c t f o r h i s wide knowledge and 
t a l e n t s among people w i t h whom he had p e r s o n a l c o n t a c t . H i s 
r e p u t a t i o n extended t o those who knew him o n l y i n p r i n t ; he 
had become a n a t i o n a l c e l e b r i t y w i t h a f o l l o w i n g , wrote Mary 
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to her f a m i l y , t h a t "embrace[d] l i t e r a l l y thousands." 

The Russo-Japanese War s t a r t e d i n February 1904 w h i l e 
Nitobe l e c t u r e d part-time at Kyoto U n i v e r s i t y . Though Nitobe 
foresaw war some months e a r l i e r as he s e r v e d i n Formosa, he 
di d not r e a l i z e the repercussions t h a t i t would have f o r him. 
On the one hand, the war fundamentally challenged h i s avowed 
Quaker b e l i e f s ; on the o t h e r , i r o n i c a l l y , i t spread h i s fame 
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around the world as an author of i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i s t i n c t i o n . 

D u r i n g the Sino-Japanese War, he and Mary "kept q u i e t . " 
I t was u s e l e s s , he s a i d , t o argue p a c i f i s t p r i n c i p l e s 
a g a i n s t the war a m i d s t the j i n g o i s t i c pronouncements of the 

119 
time. But Nitobe d i d not speak out f o r the war, nor d i d he 
t r y to j u s t i f y the nation's p o s i t i o n — o r e x p l a i n the issues at 
s t a k e — t o h i s Quaker r e l a t i v e s . Rather he and Mary supported 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s such as the Red Cross i n Hokkaido. He attended 
r a l l i e s to help r a i s e c o n t r i b u t i o n s f o r medical s u p p l i e s and 
o t h e r m a t e r i a l c o m f o r t s f o r s o l d i e r s f i g h t i n g i n t h e 

12 0 
f r o n t . W i t h Mary he used money from t h e i r "baby fund," a 102 



s a v i n g s account, s e t up i n memory of t h e i r son Thomas, t o 
purchase m u s l i n t o make bandages. The boys a t the Hokumei 
gakko made se v e r a l hundred to send w i t h volunteer nurses from 
Sapporo- who t r a v e l l e d to the M i l i t a r y H o s p i t a l i n Hiroshima 

121 
to nurse the wounded. 

Nitobe's stance on war s h i f t e d d r a m a t i c a l l y i n the next 
ten years. When the f i g h t i n g w i t h Russian troops began, he d i d 
not appear t o have any m i s g i v i n g s about what h i s u l t i m a t e 
p o s i t i o n would be as v i s - a - v i s the c o n f l i c t . Japan was 
f i g h t i n g a r i g h t e o u s war: her p a r t i c i p a t i o n was a n e c e s s a r y 
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e v i l f o r the s u r v i v a l of the nation. 

Nitobe's c i r c u m s t a n c e s had c o m p l e t e l y a l t e r e d from the 
H o k k a i d o p e r i o d . In Formos a , he had worked f o r t h e 
c o l o n i z a t i o n e f f o r t , and t h i s experience had made him aware of 
the need t o secure the country's b o r d e r s . He had a l s o come 
i n t o c o n t a c t w i t h i m p o r t a n t d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s and was a b l e t o 
see the problem of n a t i o n a l defense from t h e i r p e r s p e c t i v e . 
H i s former s u p e r i o r , Kodama, a t the onset of the war, had 
r e s i g n e d from p o s t s i n the K a t s u r a government t o tak e on 

123 
m i l i t a r y d u t i e s on the general s t a f f . 

Nitobe, i n h i s w r i t i n g s and l e c t u r e s , spoke out sharply 
a g a i n s t the R u s s i a n s . In an a r t i c l e " S l a v P e r i l , Y e l l o w 
P e r i l , " he attacked the idea t h a t Japan and the O r i e n t a l race 
menaced European c i v i l i z a t i o n . "[T]he S l a v s are the danger," 
he argued. To Mary, he ex p r e s s e d the view t h a t R u s s i a n 

124 
behavior i n East A s i a resembled a "slowly moving g l a c i e r . " 

Mary N i t o b e h e r s e l f , born and bred a Quaker, w i t h a 103 



f a t h e r and b r o t h e r a c t i v e p a c i f i s t s , d e f e n d e d t h e J a p a n e s e 

p o s i t i o n and t h e need f o r w a r . In l e t t e r a f t e r l e t t e r t o h e r 

f a m i l y , she w r o t e w i t h s y m p a t h y o f the p e o p l e ' s s a c r i f i c e s 
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and t h e h e r o i s m o f t h e s o l d i e r s on t h e b a t t l e f r o n t . She 

o b s e r v e d w i t h c o n c e r n t h e image o f J a p a n t h a t t h e f o r e i g n 

pres s p r e s e n t e d to the w o r l d . A p i e c e by a man named W i l l e t t , 

whose c o n t e n t s she f e l t d i s c r e d i t e d the Japanese , prompted her 

t o r e c t i f y t h e f o r m e r ' s e r r o r s i n an a r t i c l e f o r t h e O u t l o o k 
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magazine. 

N i t o b e u n d e r s t o o d t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e w a r . J a p a n 

was , he knew, t h e u n d e r d o g . E a r l i e r , a f t e r t h e S h i m o n o s e k i 

T r e a t y , Japan had been h u m i l i a t e d by the R u s s i a n s , Germans and 

F r e n c h i n the T r i p l e I n t e r v e n t i o n t h a t den ied her the L i a o t u n g 

P e n i n s u l a and a f o o t h o l d on t h e A s i a n c o n t i n e n t . And t o add 

i n s u l t t o i n j u r y , the Russ ians had moved i n s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r 

t o p l a c e t h e i r own c l a i m on t h e r e g i o n and f o r t i f y P o r t 

A r t h u r . To w i n h e r s e c u r i t y , J a p a n h a d t o d i s l o d g e t h e 

Russ ians and c o n t r o l the Korean p e n i n s u l a , which they f e l t was 
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n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e i r v i t a l i n t e r e s t s . 

But N i t o b e f e l t t h a t J a p a n ' s s e c o n d - c l a s s s t a t u s i n t h e 

w o r l d was n o t w i t h o u t r e a s o n . She was s t i l l n o t t h e e q u a l o f 
12 8 

t h e E u r o p e a n n a t i o n s . To become s t r o n g , J a p a n had t o 
s t a b i l i z e her b o r d e r s . Chinese c i v i l i z a t i o n , N i t o b e saw, was 

129 

c r u m b l i n g and the Manchus c o u l d not cope w i t h the c r i s e s . 

The Koreans t o o , vexed N i t o b e ; i n h i s eyes , they l a c k e d v i g o r 

and i n d e p e n d e n c e . He w r o t e o f t h e i r l a n d as one o f "decay 
104 



130 
and death." But h i s v i ews toward Korea would change much 

i n the next twenty y e a r s , and he would advocate an e n l i g h t e n e d 
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c o l o n i a l p o l i c y t h e r e . 

Though N i t o b e had n o t c o n c e r n e d h i m s e l f o f t e n i n h i s 

e a r l i e r w r i t i n g s w i t h p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s , he commented now on 

b r o a d q u e s t i o n s o f p o l i t i c a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f a i r s . B u t 

h i s o p i n i o n s were n o t s c h o l a r l y ; r a t h e r t h e y r e f l e c t e d t h e 

c o n v e n t i o n a l o p i n i o n s o f newspaper e d i t o r i a l s or b u r e a u c r a t s . 

U n l i k e U c h i m u r a K a n z o , who i n 1903 s t o o d by h i s r e l i g i o u s 

p r i n c i p l e s and advocated p a c i f i s m , the N i t o b e s were d e c i d e d l y 
13 2 

p r o - g o v e r n m e n t . U c h i m u r a w r o t e Mary on A p r i l 18 1904 t h e 

f o l l o w i n g p o s t c a r d : 
You know I am now a s t r i c t p e a c e - a d v o c a t e , and 
as v e r y few o f my countrymen a c c e p t my v i e w s , I 
f e e l q u i t e l o n e l y t h e s e d a y s . I hope y o u a r e 
s t i l l t r u e t o y o u r o l d p r i n c i p l e , and c a n e n t e r 
i n t o deep s y m p a t h y w i t h t h e s t r u g g l e s ^ £ t h e 
i n c o r r i g i b l e peace p a r t y i n t h i s c o u n t r y . 

But Mary and N i t o b e c o u l d not sympath ize w i t h Uchimura . 

To her b r o t h e r Joseph , she wrote : 

C l e a r l y as we l o v e U c h i m u r a san we c a n n o t 
f o l l o w h i m i n a l l o f h i s u l t r a p h a s e s o f t h o u g h t 
and must warn t h e e t h a t he p a i n t s b l a c k t h e 
o t h e r s i d e from t h a t which he has taken and h i s 
j u d g e m e n t c a n n o t be c o n s i d e r e d i n f a l l i b l e . . . 
T h i s i s no t i m e t o h a m p e r t h e g o v e r n m e n t . 
H o r r i b l e as t h e war i s , t h e r e was no way i n t h e 
p r e s e n t s t a g e o f c i v i l i z a t i o n f o r J a p a n t o w i n 
the place. , which she f e e l s she deserves except by 
f i g h t i n g . 4 

To N i t o b e and M a r y , t h e war f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g t o o k on 

the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f a moral drama, much l i k e the B i b l i c a l 
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b a t t l e b e t w e e n D a v i d and G o l i a t h : g i a n t R u s s i a on t h e one 

s i d e , and t i n y J a p a n on t h e o t h e r . The A n g l o - J a p a n e s e 

A l l i a n c e , s i g n e d i n 1902, had made Japan the f a v o r i t e i n Grea t 

B r i t a i n . C a r t o o n s i n m a g a z i n e s s u c h as Punch showed a s h o r t 

but s t u r d y and u p r i g h t Japanese s o l d i e r shak ing hands w i t h a 

j o l l y B r i t i s h s e a m a n . A m e r i c a n p u b l i c o p i n i o n , t o o , 

o v e r w h e l m i n g l y f a v o r e d J a p a n o v e r t h e R u s s i a n b e a r . Much 

needed funds to suppor t the Japanese war e f f o r t were r a i s e d i n 

the U n i t e d S t a t e s by f i n a n c i e r s who d e s i r e d a R u s s i a n d e f e a t . 

Though t h e war d r a g g e d on f o r t w e n t y months and c o s t many 

l i v e s , the Japanese m i l i t a r y fought r e m a r k a b l y w e l l . T h e i r 

e x p l o i t s a t t r a c t e d much p u b l i c i t y , as newspapers and magazines 

135 

v i e d f o r the l a t e s t news from the b a t t l e f r o n t . 

As J a p a n began t o w i n , i n t e r e s t i n t h e i s l a n d p e o p l e 

i n c r e a s e d . To enhance t h e i r image, the Japanese conducted 

an a d r o i t p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s c a m p a i g n t o " s e l l t h e m s e l v e s " t o 

the W e s t . " Y e l l o w P e r i l " p r o p a g a n d a had t o be c o m b a t t e d . The 

w o r l d ' s a u d i e n c e was c a n d i d : who, t h e y a s k e d , were t h e s e 

O r i e n t a l people who had taken on the R u s s i a n E m p i r e i n b a t t l e ? 

Many b o o k s , by f o r e i g n e r s and J a p a n e s e a l i k e , a p p e a r e d f r o m 

1904 o n w a r d s t o f u l f i l l t h e demand f o r i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e 
13 6 

Japanese and t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l e thos . 

B u s h i d o , the Soul o f J a p a n , rode to i n t e r n a t i o n a l fame on 

the the c r e s t o f t h i s t i d a l wave of i n t e r e s t i n Japan and the 

J a p a n e s e t r i g g e r e d by t h e R u s s o - J a p a n e s e War . C o p i e s o f t h e 

L e e d s and B i d d l e e d i t i o n had been e x h a u s t e d . The Shokabo 
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e d i t i o n , r e l e a s e d abroad a g a i n s t N i t o b e ' s knowledge, s o l d v e r y 

w e l l . W i l l i a m G r i f f i s , N i t o b e ' s a c q u a i n t a n c e from h i s s tudent 

days a t the Johns H o p k i n s , c o n t a c t e d George Putnam's Sons and 

13 7 
i n q u i r e d i f they would p r i n t N i t o b e ' s book a g a i n . 

A f t e r n e g o t i a t i o n s , i n w h i c h N i t o b e made G r i f f i s h i s 

med ia tor w i t h the p u b l i s h i n g f i r m , the c o n t r a c t was s i g n e d . 

N i t o b e expanded the book some twenty p e r c e n t , m o s t l y by adding 

more e x a m p l e s a t t h e b e g i n n i n g and e n d i n g o f e a c h c h a p t e r . 

He a l s o added c h a p t e r h e a d i n g s as G r i f f i s s u g g e s t e d . B u t 

a s i d e f r o m t h e s e c h a n g e s , B u s h i d o r e m a i n e d e s s e n t i a l l y t h e 

same. G r i f f i s r e a d t h e p r o o f s when p r i n t i n g b e g a n ; and he 

added a p r e f a c e f o r t h e b o o k , w h i c h was p u b l i s h e d i n J u l y , 

1 9 0 5 . 1 3 8 

The t i m i n g was e x c e l l e n t : i t a p p e a r e d a t t h e h i g h t i d e o f 

i n t e r e s t i n t h e war . J u s t two months e a r l i e r , t h e J a p a n e s e 

navy had won a c r u c i a l b a t t l e w i t h t h e R u s s i a n B a l t i c F l e e t i n 

the T s u s h i m a s t r a i t s , and T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t had become t h e 

m e d i a t o r f o r t h e P e a c e n e g o t i a t i o n s a t P o r t s m o u t h New 

Hampshire . Bushido was d i s t r i b u t e d by Putnam's o f f i c e s i n New 

Y o r k and L o n d o n and so a t t r a c t e d r e a d e r s h i p on b o t h s i d e s o f 

the A t l a n t i c . Major j o u r n a l s and magazines r e v i e w e d the book, 

and n e a r l y a l l lauded i t . N i t o b e a l r e a d y had a d m i r e r s who had 

w r i t t e n h i g h l y o f the e a r l y e d i t i o n o f h i s book. A l f r e d Snead 

i n h i s G r e a t J a p a n , had p r a i s e d N i t o b e as "a G r e a t s c h o l a r . " 

J u l i a n H a w t h o r n e , N a t h a n i e l ' s s o n , p a i d N i t o b e t h e h i g h e s t 

c o m p l i m e n t s i n a g l i t t e r i n g r e v i e w t h a t a p p e a r e d i n t h e 

Bookman: 
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Doctor or P r o f e s s o r Inazo N i t o b e has e d i t e d an 
e s s a y , a l i t t l e more t h a n a h u n d r e d pages l o n g , 
w h i c h must be s t u d i e d as w e l l as r e a d ; and s i n c e 
i t i s as f a s c i n a t i n g as i t i s i m p o r t a n t , t h a t i s 
no h a r d s h i p . The E n g l i s h w h i c h t h e p r o f e s s o r 
w r i t e s i s so s i n g u l a r l y p u r e , easy and e f f e c t i v e 
t h a t no one w o u l d i m a g i n e i t t o be t h e work o f a 
f o r e i g n e r — a n d of a f o r e i g n e r so v e r y f o r e i g n as 
a J a p a n e s e . . B u t t h a t i s l i t t l e ; t h e a u t h o r 
seems to be t h e m a s t e r o f a l l t h e k n o w l e d g e 
p r o p e r t o a l e a r n e d man o f t h e W e s t , as w e l l as 
o f t h a t O r i e n t a l l o r e o f w h i c h W e s t e r n e r s know 
not much. . . . I t i s f o o l i s h to p r e t e n d to r e v i e w 
an essay of t h i s depth and scope i n a p a r a g r a p h . 
The p r o f e s s o r shows n o t o n l y l e a r n i n g , b u t 
i n s i g h t , judgement, magnanimity; h i s arguments 
a r e c o g e n t l y r e a s o n e d ; he t o u c h e s h i s s u b j e c t 
w i t h s a t i r e h e r e a n d t h e r e ; he i s a l w a y s 
p a t r i o t i c , but never b i g o t e d or narrow. He g i v e s 
us a b e t t e r k n o w l e d g e o f t h e s p i r i t o f h i s 
n a t i o n than any f o r e i g n o b s e r v e r s have done, not 
e x c e p t i n g even L a f c a d i o Hearn , to whom P r o f e s s o r 
N i t o b e pays s e v e r a l c o m p l i m e n t s . You may r e a d 
t h e book t h r o u g h i n a c o u p l e o f h o u r s ^ g b u t you 
may r e t u r n to i t p r o f i t a b l y f o r y e a r s . 

The word " B u s h i d o , " w h i c h was f o r m e r l y unknown a b r o a d , 

became a r e c o g n i z e d term t h a t was even l i s t e d , a f t e r 1904, i n 

t h e i n d e x o f t h e P o o l e ' s G u i d e t o L i t e r a t u r e . E v e n i n J a p a n , 

i t was a t e r m t h a t was n o t i n c u r r e n t u s e . Though i t was 

l a t e r r e v e a l e d t h a t t h e word had been t r e a t e d i n a l e a r n e d 

d i s c o u r s e many decades e a r l i e r , i t was o n l y i n r e t r o s p e c t t h a t 

t h i s f a c t came t o l i g h t . The B u s h i d o boom o f t h e t w e n t i e t h 
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c e n t u r y was a d i r e c t r e s u l t o f N i t o b e ' s book. 

Bushido p r e s e n t e d a r a t i o n a l e f o r the Japanese m i l i t a r y 

successes by seek ing out and i l l u m i n a t i n g the sources o f i t s 

m a r t i a l v a l o r . The book made N i t o b e a spokesman f o r t h e "new 

Japan." Though he d i d not expect the l a u r e l s and a c c l a i m t h a t 
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t h e book r e c e i v e d , he w e l c o m e d them w h o l e h e a r t e d l y . And he 

d i d not r e f r a i n from p u b l i c i z i n g the book, and make f r e q u e n t 

r e f e r e n c e s t o i t . The j o u r n a l t h a t he e d i t e d , t h e E i b u n 

s h i n s h i , c a r r i e d r e g u l a r s e r i a l i z e d e x e r p t s f r o m t h e b o o k , 

w i t h d e t a i l e d notes i n Japanese . Book r e v i e w s t h a t appeared i n 

newspapers and j o u r n a l s were r e p r i n t e d i n the E i b u n s h i n s h i , 

a n d N i t o b e u s e d t h e j o u r n a l t o r u n l a v i s h o n e - p a g e 
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a d v e r t i s e m e n t s o f Bush ido . 

N i t o b e by 1905 had e s t a b l i s h e d a s o l i d r e p u t a t i o n i n 

Japan and abroad . He was r e c o g n i z e d as a l e a d i n g a u t h o r i t y on 

J a p a n e s e r e l i g i o n s and m o r a l s and an a u t h o r i n t h e E n g l i s h 

l a n g u a g e o f f i r s t r a n k . On A p r i l 12, 1905, he and Mary were 

i n v i t e d t o t h e I m p e r i a l p a l a c e f o r an a u d i e n c e w i t h the 

E m p e r o r M e i j i . I n N i t o b e ' s e y e s , t h i s was p r o b a b l y t h e 

p i n n a c l e o f w o r l d l y h o n o r s : t o h i s r o y a l m a j e s t y , N i t o b e 

p r e s e n t e d a c o p y o f h i s B u s h i d o . O n l y f o r t y - t h r e e , he had 

r i s e n s w i f t l y t o w o r l d r e c o g n i t i o n . H i s c a r e e r as an 
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t had o n l y begun. 
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PART TWO 

EDUCATOR EAST AND WEST 
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Oh, E a s t i s E a s t , and West i s W e s t , and n e v e r t h e t w a i n s h a l l 
meet, 

T i l l E a r t h and Sky s t a n d p r e s e n t l y a t God's g r e a t J u d g m e n t 
S e a t : 

But t h e r e i s n e i t h e r E a s t nor West, B o r d e r nor B r e e d , nor 
B i r t h , 

When two s t r o n g men s t a n d f a c e t o f a c e , though t h e y come 
from t h e ends o f t h e e a r t h ! 

Rudyard K i p l i n g , The B a l l a d o f E a s t and West 
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Without h a s t e , but w i t h o u t r e s t . 

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe , Motto 

CHAPTER V 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t at Home and Abroad? 1906-1912 

N i t o b e became k o c h o ( h e a d m a s t e r ) o f t h e p r e s t i g i o u s 

i c h i k o ( F i r s t H i g h e r S c h o o l ) i n O c t o b e r , 1906. I t was a 

c r u c i a l t i m e . E a r l i e r t h a t y e a r t h e R u s s o - J a p a n e s e W a r , 

t h r o u g h t h e m e d i a t i o n o f U .S . P r e s i d e n t T h e o d o r e R o o s e v e l t , 

had been s e t t l e d a t t h e Peace C o n f e r e n c e a t P o r t s m o u t h , New 

H a m p s h i r e . Though J a p a n won many c o n c e s s i o n s , i n c l u d i n g t h e 

p r i z e d f o o t h o l d on t h e c o n t i n e n t , many J a p a n e s e f e l t t h e y 

deserved more. R i o t i n g broke out i n Tokyo a f t e r p r o v i s i o n s of 

the s e t t l e m e n t were a n n o u n c e d . A n g r y mobs, f e e l i n g t h a t t h e 

K a t s u r a government had s o l d them o u t , a t t a c k e d and burned many 

p o l i c e boxes and n e w s p a p e r s w h i c h s u p p o r t e d t h e g o v e r n m e n t , 

i n c l u d i n g T o k u t o m i S o h o ' s K o k u r a i n £ h i m b u n ( C o m m o n e r ' s 

N e w s p a p e r ) . U n a b l e t o c o n t r o l t h e s i t u a t i o n , the h a r a s s e d 

government r e s i g n e d , and the mandate to r u l e was g i v e n to the 

o p p o s i t i o n p a r t y . S a i o n j i K i n m o c h i , the f i f t y - s e v e n year o l d 

p r e s i d e n t o f the S e i y u k a i , was a p p o i n t e d Prime M i n i s t e r . As he 

a s s e m b l e d h i s t w e n t y - m e m b e r c a b i n e t , he s e l e c t e d M a k i n o 

Nobuak i , second son of Okubo T o s h i m i c h i and a c a r e e r d i p l o m a t 

who had r e c e n t l y r e t u r n e d f r o m an a m b a s s a d o r i a l p o s t i n S t . 

P e t e r s b u r g , as E d u c a t i o n M i n i s t e r . 
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M a k i n o t u r n e d h i s a t t e n t i o n t o t h e p r o b l e m o f 

contemporary y o u t h t h a t was the s u b j e c t o f v i g o r o u s d i s c u s s i o n 

i n newspapers and magazines t h r o u g h o u t the c o u n t r y . Members of 

the e l i t e were p a r t i c u l a r l y w o r r i e d about what t h e y p e r c e i v e d 

as a l a c k o f m o r a l i t y among young people. Even b e f o r e t h e war, 

t h e mass media had h i g h l i g h t e d t h e phenomenon of hanmon s e i n e n 

(anguished youth). The most famous example of t h e s e tormented 

y o u t h was F u j i m u r a M i s a o , a s i x t e e n - y e a r o l d i c h i k o s t u d e n t 
- o 

who plunged t o h i s d e a t h from the Kegon F a l l s i n N i k k o . 

Many complex h i s t o r i c a l f a c t o r s u n d e r l a y t h e appearance 

o f l a r g e numbers o f t r o u b l e d young p e o p l e . B u t t h e v i e w s o f 

contemporary o p i n i o n l e a d e r s were g e n e r a l l y u n i f o r m : y o u t h had 

grown s o f t and l a c k e d the p l u c k t o endure d i f f i c u l t t r i a l s and 

h a r d s h i p s . M o r e o v e r , t h e y had no s e n s e o f p a t r i o t i s m ; 

p e r s o n a l s e c u r i t y and c o m f o r t s o c c u p i e d t h e i r t h o u g h t s . 

A n x i o u s a d u l t s , Omachi K e i g e t s u , Inoue T e t s u j i r o , K u r o i w a 

R u i k o , among o t h e r s , saw i t t h e i r d u t y t o g i v e moral guidance 

t o t h i s wayward g e n e r a t i o n who had l o s t the t r a d i t i o n a l moral 
3 

v a l u e s i m p l i c i t i n work, l o y a l t y and p e r s o n a l e f f o r t . 

M i n i s t e r o f E d u c a t i o n M a k i n o a g r e e d . F i r m e t h i c a l 

l e a d e r s h i p , he f e l t , e s p e c i a l l y by men i n h i g h e d u c a t i o n a l 
4 

p o s i t i o n s , was i n d i s p e n s i b l e t o remedy t h i s grave s i t u a t i o n . 

Youth needed a d v i c e and c o u n s e l i n g by o l d e r , more e x p e r i e n c e d 

men. Aware of Nitobe's wide p o p u l a r i t y among young people who 

r e a d h i s E i b u n ^h^ns^hi. a r t i c l e s a n d o t h e r f r e q u e n t 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o y o u t h magazines such as Chugaku S e k a i , Shinko-113 



r o n , J i t s u g y o no Nihon and T a i y o , Makino p e r c e i v e d i n N i t o b e 
the i d e a l model f o r youth t o e m u l a t e . 5 Having spent s e v e r a l 
y e a r s i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s h i m s e l f as a s t u d e n t , Makino was 
sympathetic to Anglo-American i n f l u e n c e s . The urbane p o l i s h e d 
image t h a t Nitobe p r o j e c t e d accorded w e l l w i t h h i s own view of 
the "New Japan." Makino considered i t imperative f o r Japan 
to develop i n t e r n a t i o n a l men l i k e Nitobe, who was comfortable 
i n the presence of f o r e i g n e r s and who could mingle among them 
as an e q u a l . He persuaded N i t o b e , whom he had met w h i l e 
s e r v i n g as Ambassador t o A u s t r i a a few ye a r s b e f o r e , t o take 
over as the Headmaster of the F i r s t Higher School. 6 

Nitobe's s t a t u r e i n the academic w o r l d was a l r e a d y 
s o l i d l y e s t a b l i s h e d . In September of 1906, K i n o s h i t a H i r o j i , 
P r e s i d e n t of Kyoto I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y , had recommended him 
f o r a D o c t o r a t e i n J u r i s p r u d e n c e (ho-gaku hakushi) , which the 
M i n i s t r y of Education subsequently approved, . making him the 

7 

rare possessor of two p r e s t i g i o u s degrees. Nitobe at f o r t y -
f o u r was a t the prime of h i s powers. He had a t t a i n e d the 
burning ambition of h i s youth: to stand prominently among the 
l e a d e r s of J a p a n . But what was N i t o b e I n a z o ' s p r i v a t e 
l i f e s t y l e l i k e ? Did h i s home d i f f e r from t h a t of other M e i j i 
e l i t e ? What i n f l u e n c e d i d h i s American w i f e have on h i s 
personal values and t a s t e s ? These c o n s i d e r a t i o n s to which we 
t u r n p r o v i d e r e v e a l i n g i n s i g h t s i n t o the i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m 

g 
that Nitobe represented. 

The Inner C i r c l e : L i f e at Kobinatadai Machi 
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Openess to v i s i t o r s and h o s p i t a l i t y always d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
the Nitobe's home. Though book l o v e r s who v a l u e d q u i e t and 
contemplation, Nitobe and Mary p r i z e d human companionship even 
more. While s t i l l employed i n Formosa, i n J u l y 1903, N i t o b e 
purchased a house i n Tokyo i n Koishikawa ward at Kobinatadai 
machi. But i t proved too s m a l l f o r t h e i r needs. R e t a i n i n g 
only the f r o n t entrance and tearoom, they r e b u i l t the e n t i r e 
house. In the i n t e r v a l , they r e n t e d another house i n Hara 
machi closeby. Sometime around 1905 or 1906, t h e i r new mansion 

9 
was completed. 

I t s t o o d atop a s m a l l but steep h i l l , c a l l e d H a t t o r i -
zaka, t h a t overlooked the surrounding Koishikawa community. On 
c l e a r days one could see Mount F u j i i n the distance. Among the 
immediate n e i g h b o r s were the S h i b a t a s , whose f a t h e r was a 
renown b o t a n i s t ; the Shodas (the uncle of the present P r i n c e s s 
M i c h i k o ) , the Onos (Yoko Lennon's u n c l e ) , and the Onodera and 
Tanaka f a m i l i e s . Behind the Nitobe home was a Buddhist temple 
and a l i t t l e cemetery. 1^ 

The l a r g e t w o - s t o r y house of over t h i r t y rooms had a 
f l o o r space t h a t covered some 10,000 square f e e t . I t s design, 
both o u t s i d e and w i t h i n , combined Western and Japanese 
features i n a blend t h a t r e f l e c t e d the occupants' cosmopolitan 
t a s t e s . Most s t r i k i n g t o the o n l o o k e r were the huge g l a s s 
windows superimposed upon a Japanese facade. These window 
panes, which c o m p l e t e l y surrounded the s e c o n d - f l o o r rooms, 
gave the house a l i g h t and a i r l y appearance. 1 1 
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A p p r o a c h i n g t h e huge m a n s i o n , one c l i m b e d f i v e s t o n e 

s t a i r s and e n t e r e d t h r o u g h the c e n t r a l e n t r a n c e o f f o u r 

a d j o i n i n g d o o r s , two of which were r e g u l a r l y used . S e r v a n t s 

had a s m a l l e r s i d e door near the r o a d . W i t h i n the s t r u c t u r e , 

s y n c r e t i c c o m b i n a t i o n s of O c c i d e n t a l and O r i e n t a l a e s t h e t i c s 

d e s i g n w e r e e v i d e n t t h r o u g h o u t . K a t o T a k e k o , N i t o b e ' s 

granddaughter who l i v e d i n the home as a c h i l d , r e c o l l e c t s 

t h e a t m o s p h e r e as one o f " q u i e t n o b i l i t y . " The h i g h c e i l i n g s 

were made of Japanese c y p r e s s and the p o l i s h e d f l o o r o f maple -

c o l o r e d wood. W i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e t e a r o o m , s e r v a n t s ' 

q u a r t e r s , and t h e s h o s e i ( b o a r d i n g s t u d e n t ) r o o m , a l l t h e 

rooms were l a i d out i n W e s t e r n - s t y l e . F u r n i t u r e i n the l i v i n g 

room was o f s e v e n t e e n t h - c e n t u r y d e s i g n , w i t h an i n t e r i o r c o l o r 

scheme of brown and l i g h t brown. The p a r l o r was d e c o r a t e d w i t h 

b l e n d i n g p a t t e r n s o f green . A l c o v e s were c o n s t r u c t e d i n one 

c o r n e r o f t h e d i n i n g and l i v i n g rooms where s c r o l l s hung . 

M a r y , a m e t i c u l o u s woman, saw t o i t t h a t t h e s e r v a n t s and 

12 

s h o s e i dus ted and p o l i s h f r e q u e n t l y . 

O u t s i d e , on an e s t a t e o f a b o u t 40,000 s q u a r e f e e t , t h e 

N i t o b e s p l a n t e d many f l o w e r i n g t r e e s — c h e r r y , p lum and 

w i s t e r i a — w h i c h b l o o m e d i n s e a s o n . In one s e c t i o n o f the 

g r o u n d s , Mary l a i d o u t a r o s e g a r d e n ; and i n a n o t h e r a r e a , 

v i s i b l e from h i s second s t o r y s t u d y , N i t o b e b u i l t a m i n i a t u r e 

J a p a n e s e - s t y l e g a r d e n w i t h a pond w h i c h on m o o n l i t n i g h t s 
13 

r e f l e c t e d the moon. Perhaps w h i l e g a z i n g out upon"his garden 
a t n i g h t , deep i n m e d i t a t i o n , N i t o b e composed h i s o f t q u o t e d 

14 
Japanese poems as paeans to h i s b e l o v e d m o o n l i g h t . 
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The e l e g a n t N i t o b e home was so unique i n i t s b l e n d of 
Ea s t and West t h a t i t r e c e i v e d a r e p u t a t i o n as "a p l a c e to 

15 
see" among f o r e i g n e r s v i s i t i n g Tokyo. John Dewey, who 
le c t u r e d i n Japan f o r three months i n 1919 from February u n t i l 
A p r i l , a l o n g w i t h Mrs. Dewey, were guests a t the K o b i n a t a 
home. He and h i s w i f e were impressed w i t h the house which had 
a l l the a m e n i t i e s of Western l i v i n g . Nitobe's enormous 
l i b r a r y , which c o v e r e d s e v e r a l rooms, e s p e c i a l l y caught 
Dewey's eye. "We are surrounded," he wrote daughter E v e l y n , 
"by a l l t h e books on J a p a n t h a t modern l e a r n i n g has 

16 
produced." The Nitobes l i v e d i n t h i s magnificent home u n t i l 
1919 when he l e f t f o r Europe and employment w i t h the League of 
N a t i o n s . A f t e r r e t i r e m e n t i n 1927 he resumed h i s K o b i n a t a 
residence u n t i l h i s death i n 1933. Eleven years l a t e r , i n the 

17 
g r e a t Tokyo a i r r a i d s of May 1945, the home was d e s t r o y e d . 
While i t s t o o d , i t remained a monument t h a t s y m b o l i z e d the 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m of Nitobe Inazo. 

In a d d i t i o n to the Kobinata home the Nitobes, l i k e many 
other members of the M e i j i e l i t e , had summer homes elsewhere. 

18 
N i t o b e had two, one i n Kamakura and o t h e r a t Karuiz a w a . 
M a i n t a i n i n g t h i s conspicuous l i f e s t y l e w i t h a large household 
must have been i n c r e d i b l y e x p e n s i v e . Nitobe's teenage son, 
Yoshio, moreover, had been sent o f f to the United States, to 
a t t e n d Westown, a Quaker b o a r d i n g s c h o o l i n P e n n s y l v a n i a , 

19 
b e f o r e e n r o l l i n g a t H a v e r f o r d C o l l e g e . And i n 1905, N i t o b e 
adopted h i s second c h i l d , Kotoko, a f i f t e e n year o l d grand-
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daughter of h i s e l d e s t s i s t e r , Mine. He e n r o l l e d her a t the 
Aoyama j o g a k u i n (women's school) and l a t e r Tsuda Umeko's 

20 

school. The household a l s o included four maid servants who 
d i d the c o o k i n g and c l e a n i n g and one man s e r v a n t who was 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the u t i l i t y work around the mansion. And f o r 
t h r e e and a h a l f y e a r s , from about 1905, Inazo and Mary were 
guardians of the three sons of the Shimazu f a m i l y , the former 

21 

l o r d s of Satsuma, and s u p e r v i s e d t h e i r E n g l i s h e d u c a t i o n . 
B o a r d i n g a t the N i t o b e home too as a s h o s e i was T a j i m a 
M i c h i j i , l a t e r d i r e c t o r of the I m p e r i a l Household Agency who 

22 

was then a student at the I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y . 
D e s p i t e the heavy f i n a n c i a l burdens of h i s household, 

Nitobe apparently managed q u i t e w e l l . His s a l a r y as Headmaster 
of the F i r s t Higher School and P r o f e s s o r a t the I m p e r i a l 
U n i v e r s i t y provided more than enough to l i v e modestly, but not 

23 

i n the s t a t e l y manner to which they were accustomed. Other 
sources, fees from l e c t u r i n g , income from the T e i b i company, 
which p u b l i s h e d the Eibun s h i n s h i f o r which he s e r v e d as 
g e n e r a l e d i t o r and a d v i s o r , and r o y a l t i e s from h i s books and 
hundreds of magazine a r t i c l e s , brought i n the b u l k of h i s 
e a r n i n g s . And a f t e r 1909, h i s s p e c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h the 
J i t s u g y o no Ninon sha p r o b a b l y added s u b s t a n t i a l l y t o h i s 

24 

revenues. 
Though one of h i s d i s c i p l e s t e l l s us t h a t N i t o b e showed 

l i t t l e c o ncern w i t h money m a t t e r s , i t i s hard t o a c c e p t t h a t 
25 

statement at face value. His expensive l i f e s t y l e r e q u ired a huge income. That h i s f a m i l y l i v e d c o m f o r t a b l y , even 
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l u x u r i o u s l y , seemed n a t u r a l to him, as an important personage, 
and he d i d not h i d e the f a c t , nor a p o l o g i z e f o r i t . Nor d i d 
c r i t i c i s m d i s t r a c t him, even when i t accused him of hypocrisy 
f o r l i v i n g so o r n a t e l y o f f the r o y a l i t i e s of h i s works which 

2 6 

preached an e t h i c of forbearance and f r u g a l i t y . Paying the 
b i l l s and k e e p i n g the. budget were not t h i n g s he nor Mary had 
t i m e f o r nor, i t seems, i n c l i n a t i o n . These d u t i e s were 
e n t r u s t e d t o a h o u s e k e e p e r , who s e r v e d as h o u s e h o l d 
a c c o u n t a n t . But the N i t o b e s , d e s p i t e t h e i r c o m f o r t a b l e 
Western-standard l i f e s t y l e s , d i d not squander Inazo's wealth 
f o r t h e i r own sakes. They always had more than enough to give 
away. A v a i l a b l e are many t e s t i m o n i e s which a t t e s t t o the 
generosity w i t h which Inazo and Mary gave to s o c i a l causes and 
to needy persons. Many touching personal anecdotes t e s t i f y to 
N i t o b e ' s s e n s i t i v i t i e s t o t h e p l i g h t and s u f f e r i n g s o f 

27 

i n d i v i d u a l s and the c r e a t i v e ways i n which he provided help. 
The N i t o b e s were one of a h a n d f u l of i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

c o u p l e s l i v i n g i n Tokyo i n l a t e M e i j i . T h e i r daughter Kotoko 
r e c a l l s only four or f i v e others, among them Ozaki Yukio, the 
l o n g - t i m e member of the House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s and former 

2 8 

Mayor of Tokyo, whose w i f e was American. These c o u p l e s 
c o m p r i s e d a network of upper s o c i e t y t h a t g a t h e r e d when 
f o r e i g n notables, such as David S t a r r Jordan, W i l l i a m Faunce, 

29 
C h a r l e s E l i o t , and H a m i l t o n Mable, came t o Japan. Western 
e t i q u e t t e and p r a c t i c e s , such as the sending out of i n v i t a t i o n 

30 
cards, governed s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s . 
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E a r l y i n her marriage, Mary expressed concerned about her 
r o l e as h o s t e s s . Kotoko r e c a l l s her mother t e l l i n g her t h a t 
" s i n c e I have become the w i f e of a Japanese, I f e l t I sho u l d 

31 
l e a r n the language, h a b i t s and customs of the country." But 
she d i d not succeed; the r u l e s of nineteenth-century middle-
c l a s s P h i l a d e l p h i a urban s o c i e t y were too hard to rub o f f . In 
her t h i r t y - o d d years of residence i n Japan, Mary Nitobe never 
i n the s l i g h t e s t a c q u i r e d the ways of the Japanese. She d i d 
not l e a r n t o speak Japanese a s i d e from a few words. In 
H o k k a i d o , N i t o b e had t r i e d t o t e a c h h e r b u t she "got 
headaches," and he soon gave up. A f t e r moving t o Tokyo, Tsuda 
Umeko's younger s i s t e r , Yonako, who ta u g h t E n g l i s h a t the 
Se i s o k u c o l l e g e , gave Mary Japanese l e s s o n s , but a l s o q u i t , 

3 2 
and r e t o r t e d t h a t "she was h o p e l e s s . " Mary t e a r f u l l y 
e x p l a i n e d t o Kotoko t h a t "even though I am unable t o l e a r n , 
the t i m e i s coming when young people of Japan w i l l have t o 
lear n E n g l i s h . These youth can p r a c t i c e E n g l i s h conversation 

33 
w i t h me." 

Inazo d i d not i n s i s t t h a t Mary change her ways. Rather, 
he accommodated h i m s e l f t o the customs of h i s w i f e . In food 
and l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s , the Nitobes adopted Western ways. Their 
d i n i n g t a b l e s a t a maximum of t w e l v e , and "once or t w i c e a 
month" they would i n v i t e g u e s t s over f o r d i n n e r . Among the 
f i r s t lessons that Kotoko received from her f a t h e r a f t e r she 
came t o l i v e w i t h them i n Tokyo was the a r t of e a t i n g w i t h a 
k n i f e and f o r k and o t h e r a p p r o p r i a t e t a b l e manners. "In our 

3 4 
house," he t o l d h er, "we o n l y eat w e s t e r n meals." But 120 



e x c e p t i o n s , a p p a r e n t l y , were a l l o w e d . On s p e c i a l o c c a s i o n s the 

f a m i l y had t r a d i t i o n a l J a p a n e s e d i s h e s . They i n c l u d e d New 

Years and p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r g u e s t s , such as the monthly meet ing 

o f Y a n a g i d a K u n i o ' s s t u d y g r o u p . A t t h a t g a t h e r i n g , K o t o k o 

3 5 

r e c a l l s , e e l was i n v a r i a b l y s e r v e d . 

Though N i t o b e had many c o n t a c t s w i t h government o f f i c i a l s 

and p o l i t i c i a n s , they were not o f t e n i n v i t e d as s o c i a l guests 

t o t h e home. He seems t o have been most c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h 

l i b e r a l a c a d e m i c s a t Tokyo U n i v e r s i t y s u c h as A n e z a k i 

M a s a h a r u , P r o f e s s o r o f R e l i g i o n who, l i k e h i m s e l f , had 

e x t e n s i v e c o n t a c t s a b r o a d , and Onozuka K i h e i j i , who l a t e r 
3 6 

s e r v e d as P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y . N i t o b e ' s f r i e n d s h i p 

w i t h t h e o l d S a p p o r o g r o u p had waned. M i y a b e K i n g o and S a t o 

S h o s u k e were i n f a r o f f H o k k a i d o , and r e l a t i o n s w i t h them 

became l i m i t e d to t h e i r v i s i t s i n Tokyo. And h i s c o n t a c t s w i t h 

f o r m e r S a p p o r o c l a s s m a t e s l i v i n g i n t h e c a p i t a l were r a r e . 

Though H i r o i Isamu was now P r o f e s s o r o f E n g i n e e r i n g a t T o d a i , 

he a p p a r e n t l y had h i s own c i r c l e . So t o o w i t h h i s c o l l e g e 

c o n f i d a n t , Uchimura Kanzo. Though b o t h l i v e d i n m e t r o p o l i t a n 

T o k y o , t h e y d i d n o t s o c i a l i z e w i t h e a c h o t h e r . U c h i m u r a had 

r e t r e a t e d from p u b l i c l i f e a f t e r 1903 and became a f u l l - t i m e 

C h r i s t i a n e v a n g e l i s t . He seemed t o s h a r e l i t t l e o f N i t o b e ' s 

p u b l i c c o n c e r n s . Only once , Kotoko r e c a l l s , d i d Uchimura come 
37 

over to the home f o r d i n n e r w i t h o t h e r Sapporo c l a s s m a t e s . 

B u t t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p , s i g n i f i c a n t l y , c o n t i n u e d i n t h e i r 

s tudent s who drew i n s p i r a t i o n from them b o t h , and who v i s i t e d 
121 



each i n t u r n . 

C l o s e s t t o N i t o b e were a h a n d f u l o f i c h i k o - g r a d u a t e s 

s t u d y i n g a t the I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y . O l d e r than h i s own F i r s t 

H i g h e r S c h o o l s t u d e n t s , t h e y came r e g u l a r l y t o t h e Komaba 

campus t o see h i m . And a t t h e w e e k l y c o n s u l t a t i o n s e s s i o n s 

w h i c h N i t o b e h e l d f o r i c h i k c - s t u d e n t s , t h e s e young men 

39 

i n v a r i a b l y appeared to take charge o f a f f a i r s . N i t o b e formed 

i n t i m a t e t e a c h e r - d i s c i p l e bonds w i t h them d u r i n g these y e a r s . 

I t was a r e l a t i o n s h i p t h a t w o u l d c a r r y on f o r t h e r e s t o f h i s 

l i f e . Members o f t h i s g r o u p i n c l u d e d T s u r u m i Y u s u k e , Maeda 

Tamon, T a j i m a M i c h i j i , Kasama A k i o , Iwanaga Y u k i c h i and Kanai 

4 0 

K i y o s h i . Of t h i s g r o u p , t h r e e d e s e r v e s p e c i a l m e n t i o n , as 

they l a t e r became p a r t i c u l a r f a v o r i t e s o f h i s . 

T s u r u m i Y u s u k e was b o r n i n O k a y a m a i n 1 8 8 5 . A f t e r 

f i n i s h i n g m i d d l e s c h o o l t h e r e , he e n t e r e d t h e F i r s t H i g h e r 
41 

School i n 1902. He f i r s t saw N i t o b e , he r e c o l l e c t e d , a t the 

opening address t h a t N i t o b e gave a t the F i r s t H igher Schoo l i n 

O c t o b e r 1 9 0 6 . F r o m t h a t p o i n t o n , " [ N i t o b e ] b e c a m e my 

s p i r i t u a l a d v i s o r , " and f o r the next f o u r years o f u n i v e r s i t y 
4 2 

l i f e "I n e v e r l e f t h i s s i d e . " B e c a u s e o f h i s a b i l i t y i n 

E n g l i s h , T s u r u m i a l s o became v e r y c l o s e t o M a r y . A l e t t e r he 

wrote to a n i e c e i n the summer of 1908 p i c t u r e s h i s r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h t h e N i t o b e s . " [ M a r y ] i s a good woman who t a k e s v e r y , v e r y 
good c a r e o f a w o r t h l e s s f e l l o w l i k e me, and a d v i s e s me on 
v a r i o u s mat ters ." Of N i t o b e , "sensei t r u s t s me and looks a f t e r 

me v e r y w e l l . I am o v e r j o y e d and f e e l l i k e b u r s t i n g i n t o t e a r s 

43 
of happiness ." A f t e r Tsurumi ' s g r a d u a t i o n from T o d a i , N i t o b e 
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h e l p e d him get a job and s e r v e d as the go-between i n h i s 
- 44 marriage to Goto Shinpei's daughter. 

The o t h e r h a l f of the p a i r who became Nitobe's most 
t r u s t e d d i s c i p l e was Maeda Tamon. He was from Osaka and a 

. 45 
year o l d e r than Tsurumi. In the d o r m i t o r y a t the F i r s t 
Higher S c h o o l , the two had become f a s t f r i e n d s . S h a r i n g 
s i m i l a r i n t e r e s t s and a s p i r a t i o n s , they both found i n Nitobe 
an i d e a l model t o emulate. Maeda encountered N i t o b e f i r s t 
w h i l e a second-year student at the F i r s t Higher School. He was 
i n the audience at a l e c t u r e i n Hongo where Nitobe spoke. The 
t a l k so impressed Maeda, he r e c a l l e d t h i r t y years l a t e r , t hat 
"he wished he c o u l d study w i t h such a v i b r a n t and a t t r a c t i v e 

4 6 
teacher." A f t e r N i t o b e came t o the F i r s t H i g h e r S c h o o l , he 
and Tsurumi "went t o the [Komaba] campus f r e q u e n t l y t o be 
c l o s e t o s e n s e i and t o p e s t e r him w i t h q u e s t i o n s of a l l 
sorts." A f t e r Maeda graduated from Todai w i t h a s p e c i a l i t y 
i n German Law, N i t o b e h e l p e d him get a job by " t a k i n g me t o 

47 
the Home M i n i s t r y and i n t r o d u c i n g me to the Vice M i n i s t e r . " 
Maeda Y o i c h i , Tamon's son and P r o f e s s o r E m e r i t u s of Tokyo 
U n i v e r s i t y , humorously commented that "I would not be here had 
i t not been f o r N i t o b e s e n s e i . " As w i t h Tsurumi, N i t o b e 
helped marry Maeda to Yoichi's mother, a graduate of the Mita 

48 
Friends G i r l s ' School. 

A c l o s e f r i e n d of the p a i r and a l s o a N i t o b e w o r s h i p p e r 
was Tajima M i c h i j i , who came from a wealthy Nagoya f a m i l y . The 
T a j i m a s , i t seems, had a f a m i l y t r a d i t i o n where, when a son 123 



reached age twenty , he was sent out to become a s h o s e i a t the 

4 9 

home o f h i s f a v o r i t e t e a c h e r . M o s t l i k e l y , t h r o u g h 

i n f l u e n t i a l f a m i l y c o n n e c t i o n s , which p r o b a b l y i n v o l v e d a t i d y 

f i n a n c i a l s e t t l e m e n t , T a j i m a managed to become the s h o s e i a t 

the N i t o b e home. T a j i m a was a s s i g n e d a room b e s i d e t h e 

e n t r a n c e and from t h e r e screened v i s i t o r s and g r e e t e d gues t s . 

T s u r u m i , Maeda, and o t h e r f r i e n d s , Kasama A k i o , K a n a i K i y o s h i 

and Iwanaga Y u k i c h i v i s i t e d T a j i m a o f t e n and ended up guests 

a t the N i t o b e d i n i n g t a b l e . Kotoko , who was then a s tudent a t 

the Tsuda s c h o o l , when she r e t u r n e d home on weekends from her 

d o r m , w o u l d o f t e n f i n d them t h e r e . " [ T ] h a t g r o u p came so 

f r e q u e n t l y t o o u r h o u s e , I w o n d e r e d when t h e y d i d t h e i r 

s t u d y i n g . 

They were p r o b a b l y a t t r a c t e d t o N i t o b e b e c a u s e o f h i s 

wide r e p u t a t i o n ; they a l l appear to have been h i g h l y a m b i t i o u s 

and a l r e a d y s e t on c a r e e r c o u r s e s t h a t p o r t e n d e d i m p o r t a n t 

f u t u r e r o l e s i n government s e r v i c e . To t h e i r i m p r e s s i o n a b l e 

e y e s , N i t o b e t y p i f i e d a s u c c e s s f u l c o s m o p o l i t a n , w i d e l y 

t r a v e l l e d a n d c u l t u r e d , who h a d a l l t h e b e a r i n g s o f a 

s u c c e s s f u l g e n t l e m a n . He was a l i v i n g mode l o f t h e i r own 

a s p i r a t i o n s . They l i k e d , f u r t h e r m o r e , h i s a p p r o a c h a b i l i t y and 

h i s e v e n - h a n d e d way o f d e a l i n g w i t h t h e m . A n d , r e c a l l s 

I w a n a g a , "he had a good s e n s e o f humor ." As t h e y l e f t t h e 

u n i v e r s i t y t o f i n d j o b s i n t h e b u r e a u c r a c y , N i t o b e a l w a y s 

h e l p e d . And when they f a c e d i m p o r t a n t c a r e e r d e c i s i o n s , they 
51 

f r e q u e n t l y t u r n e d to him f o r a d v i c e and c o u n s e l i n g . 
But N i t o b e ' s i n t i m a t e s t y l e made him a s p i r i t u a l mentor 
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beyond h i s c l o s e l y k n i t s tudent group. Many people a t t r a c t e d 

t o h i m knew h i m o n l y v i a h i s m a g a z i n e a r t i c l e s . E v e n h i s 

p r i n t e d word r a d i a t e d t h e p e r s o n a l i s m t h a t he v a l u e d i n h i s 

human r e l a t i o n s . S t r a n g e r s , a t t r a c t e d by h i s w a r m t h and 

a p p e a l , came t o see h i m a t h i s home u n i n v i t e d , t o seek h i s 

a d v i c e on t h e i r p e r s o n a l p r o b l e m s . From e a r l y m o r n i n g , even 

b e f o r e he a r o s e , t h e y l i n e d up t o see h i m . N i t o b e d i d n o t 

t u r n them away. R a t h e r , he went t h r o u g h h i s d a i l y r o u t i n e -

s h a v i n g , b a t h i n g , and e a t i n g a v o r a c i o u s b r e a k f a s t — w i t h o u t 

any s e n s e o f h u r r y . T h e n , g e t t i n g up s l o w l y , he went o u t t o 

see h i s i n t r u s i v e v i s i t o r s . M e t h o d i c a l l y , " l i k e a p h y s i c i a n , " 

h i s d a u g h t e r r e c a l l s , "he d i r e c t e d e a c h t o a d i f f e r e n t r o o m , 

and c o n s u l t e d w i t h each one i n t u r n . " When l e a v i n g , she says , 

t h e y were i n good s p i r i t s . N i t o b e , a p p a r e n t l y , s u c c e e d e d 

e q u a l l y as a p e r s o n a l a d v i s o r t o s t r a n g e r s a n d t o 
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i n t i m a t e s . But h i s g r e a t e s t fame came from h i s work as the 

urbane and a t t r a c t i v e Headmaster a t the F i r s t H i g h e r S c h o o l . 

The P u b l i c F i g u r e : E d u c a t o r f o r Modern Japan 

- 53 N i t o b e came t o t h e i c h i k o as i t s s e v e n t h h e a d m a s t e r . 

I t a l r e a d y had a l o n g and v e n e r a b l e h i s t o r y t h a t s t r e t c h e d 

back to the Tokyo e i g o gakko which N i t o b e had a t t ended i n the 

5 4 

e a r l y 1 8 7 0 s . H i s a p p o i n t m e n t b r o u g h t c o m m e n t s f r o m 

o b s e r v e r s . Sasagawa Rinpu c o n t r a s t e d N i tobe ' s r e p u t a t i o n as a 

w e l l - k n o w n i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t w i t h t h a t o f h i s p r e d e c e s s o r , 

Kano K o k i c h i , a r e c l u s e b a c h e l o r s c h o l a r who had s e r v e d o v e r 
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seven years as the i n s t i t u t i o n ' s head. Shimada Saburo, e d i t o r 

o f t h e T o k y o M a i n i c h i and l a t e r a p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n , saw i n 

N i tobe a g e n t l e m a n l y s c h o l a r , "much l i k e M o r i 5gai," who had 

"common s e n s e " as w e l l as "s.em.]].— s e n s e " ( s p e c i a l i z e d 

k n o w l e d g e ) . Many e x p e c t e d d r a s t i c r e f o r m s w i t h h i s t e n u r e . 

They d i d not w a i t l o n g ; N i t o b e began i m m e d i a t e l y to i n s t i l l a 

55 
new s c h o o l s p i r i t . 

He l e f t r o u t i n e d a y - t o - d a y a d m i n i s t r a t i v e m a t t e r s w i t h 

h i s s u b o r d i n a t e s and d i r e c t e d h i s a t t e n t i o n s t o , f i r s t l y , 

problems of moral development i n the s t u d e n t s , and s e c o n d l y , 

p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s a t the F i r s t H igher S c h o o l . W i t h r e s p e c t to 

the f o r m e r , he u t i l i z e d many i n n o v a t i v e i d e a s t h a t he had 

e m p l o y e d e a r l i e r w i t h s u c c e s s a t S a p p o r o ; and on t h e l a t t e r , 

he s o u g h t t o p r o m o t e a new p u b l i c image o f t h e F i r s t H i g h e r 

Schoo l as a i n s t i t u t i o n to p r e p a r e the cream o f the c o u n t r y ' s 

y o u t h f o r f u t u r e r o l e s a s l e a d e r s i n an i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

. . 56 community. 

H i s e d u c a t i o n a l p h i l o s o p h y d e r i v e d i n l a r g e measure from 

t h e E n g l i s h p u b l i c s c h o o l s y s t e m , whose a i m was t o make 

g e n t l e m e n o u t o f s c h o o l b o y s . Y e a r s e a r l i e r , w h i l e s t i l l a 

s t u d e n t a t t h e J o h n s H o p k i n s U n i v e r s i t y , one o f N i t o b e ' s 

f a v o r i t e books was Tom Brown's S c h o o l d a y s . He l a t e r s e r i a l i z e d 

i t w i t h n o t e s i n t h e E i b u n s h i n s h i . Thomas A r n o l d ' s Rugby 

C o l l e g e was N i t o b e ' s m o d e l . In h i s own m i n d , p e r h a p s , he was 

a c t i n g o u t a f a n c i f u l w i s h t o "be l i k e A r n o l d . " N i t o b e 

e m p h a s i z e d the v i r t u e s o f " s o c i a l i t y " and " c h e e r f u l n e s s " 

w h i c h , he was c a r e f u l t o p o i n t o u t , w e r e n o t e n d s i n 
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themselves, but only r e f l e c t e d the i n d i v i d u a l ' s inner l i f e . 

The two dimensions of h i s thought, the h o r i z o n t a l (yoko no 

kankei) and v e r t i c a l (tate no kankei), pointed to, f i r s t l y , 

one's s o c i a l o b l i g a t i o n s to humanity; and s e c o n d l y , 

interconnections with a s p i r i t u a l realm that transcended the 

material world.^ 7 

Nitobe's ideas on education, which have been analyzed 

with great a c u i t y by Sato Masahiro, were sustained by h i s 
5 8 

C h r i s t i a n i t y b e l i e f s . Though he did not talk about r e l i g i o n 
as such, h i s more s e n s i t i v e s t u d e n t s d e t e c t e d i n h i s 
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instructions a d e f i n i t e r e l i g i o u s viewpoint. On e x p l i c i t 

m a t t e r s of C h r i s t i a n i t y and t h e o l o g y , he d i r e c t e d h i s 

i n q u i s i t i v e pupils to seek guidance from Uchimura Kanzo, whom 

he f e l t better q u a l i f i e d to teach on the subject than he. When 

asked the d i f f e r e n c e between h i s own f a i t h and that of 

Uchimura, Nitobe answered simply that while he "entered 

[Christianity] through a side gate," Uchimura entered "through 

the front gate." 6 0 

In his weekly ethics lectures, Nitobe s k i l l f u l l y wove his 

r e l i g i o u s i d e a s i n t o the s u b j e c t matter and a v o i d e d 

categorical statements. He did the same with his occasional 

t a l k s on C a r l y l e ' s Sartor Resartus and Goethe's Faust, which 
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proved h i g h l y popular with the students. And to b u i l d a 

c l o s e r rapport with students, he even rented a b u i l d i n g near 

the school to meet weekly with them, a counseling technique 

that he had used f i f t e e n years e a r l i e r at the Hokumei gakko. 
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W h i l e s i p p i n g green t ea and munching on r i c e cakes , s tudents 

b a r r a g e d h i m w i t h q u e r i e s o f a l l s o r t s . Many y e a r s l a t e r , 

Y a n a i h a r a T a d a o , Nambara S h i g e r u and I s h i i M i t s u r u , among 

o t h e r s , r e c o l l e c t e d f o n d l y t h e s e t a l k s and w r o t e n o s t a l g i c 

6 2 
accounts of them. 

As he had a l s o done a t t h e n o g a k k o , N i t o b e s t r e s s e d the 

6 3 

i m p o r t a n c e o f c l e a n l i v i n g q u a r t e r s . And t o d r i v e home 

t h i s l e s s o n i n a d r a m a t i c way, he a r r a n g e d f o r N o g i M a r u s u k e 

t o pay them a v i s i t w i t h o u t f o r e w a r n i n g . In h i s s p i t and 

p o l i s h m i l i t a r y mannerisms, the G e n e r a l s t r o d e to the s choo l 

on h o r s e b a c k and made a q u i c k i n s p e c t i o n o f t h e g r o u n d s and 

b u i l d i n g s . At the s i g h t of the f i l t h y rooms, he u t t e r e d under 
h i s b r e a t h , b u t i n a v o i c e l o u d enough t o be h e a r d by t h e 
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embarrassed s t u d e n t s , "genki desu na" (how f u l l o f v i g o r ! ) . 

A m a j o r p a r t o f N i t o b e ' s r e n n o v a t i o n was t o e n l i v e n t h e 

drab p h y s i c a l env ironment o f the campus. F e e l i n g t h a t f l o w e r s 

a n d t r e e s w o u l d h e l p t o d i v e r t s t u d e n t s f r o m m o r b i d 

i n t r o s p e c t i o n to more h e a l t h i e r c o n c e r n s , N i t o b e p l a n t e d , a t 

h i s own p e r s o n a l expense, over a hundred c l o v e r bushes on the 
6 5 

n o r t h s i d e o f the d o r m i t o r i e s . 

Though p o p u l a r w i t h most s t u d e n t s , N i t o b e i r r i t a t e d a 

c e r t a i n segment o f the s c h o o l ' s p o p u l a t i o n . The A t h l e t i c C l u b 

s t u d e n t s saw h i s a c t i v i t i e s as a c h a l l e n g e t o t h e r o j o s h u g i 

( m o n a s t i c i s m ) w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h e i r l i f e s t y l e . I t s 

members esteemed p h y s i c a l prowess and s t r o d e around w i t h a i r s 

o f g o k e t s u (a r u g g e d and h e r o i c m a l e ) . In t h e i r e y e s , t h e 

i c h i k o i d e a l s h o u l d c o n t i n u e t o be t h e t o u g h u n k e p t s t u d e n t 
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rough i n manners and dress, who c l o d around i n wooden c l o g s , 
a d i r t y kimono and t a t t e r e d hat. Nitobe's gentleman image, 
they f e l t , was e f f e m i n a t e and stank of Western v a l u e s . 6 6 

Threatened by Nitobe's p h i l o s o p h y , which was a t t r a c t i n g so 
many of the younger students, the t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s went on the 
a t t a c k . They c a l l e d N i t o b e a happo b i j i n (one who t r i e s t o 
p l e a s e everyone) who l a c k e d backbone. At a dorm meeting on 
March 1, 1909 , p r i o r t o t h e 1 t r a d i t i o n a l dorm f e s t i v a l , o l d e r 
a l u m n i , S u e h i r o I z u t a r o and I s h i m o t o E i k i c h i , gave speeches 
denouncing the kocho. But N i t o b e had h i s s u p p o r t e r s , such as 
Maeda Tamon, who pleaded h i s case. F i n a l l y Nitobe h i m s e l f took 
the podium and read from a crumpled sheet of paper which he 
had p u l l e d f r o m h i s p o c k e t . He o f f e r e d t o r e s i g n as 
headmaster, he s a i d i n an e m o t i o n a l speech, i f the s t u d e n t s 
f e l t h i s work unnecessary. So e f f e c t i v e l y d i d he make h i s 
appeal t h a t sobbing c o u l d be heard throughout the room. H i s 
s u p p o r t e r s u l t i m a t e l y won the day, and he was even more 

fx 7 

i d o l i z e d . 
N i t o b e had an uncanny s k i l l t o grasp the w h o l e h e a r t e d 

a t t e n t i o n of h i s l i s t e n e r s and d a z z l e them w i t h h i s wide-
ranging knowledge of d i f f e r e n t subjects. Though some students, 
such as Akutagawa Ryunosuke, were d i s e n c h a n t e d by h i s 
m o r a l i z i n g , Nitobe's l e c t u r e s were g e n e r a l l y welcomed by the 
m a j o r i t y . A few e n t h u s i a t i c ones even scrambled to get f r o n t -

6 8 
row seats i n the auditorium whenever he spoke. 

He used h i s f u l l o r a t o r i c a l t a l e n t s i n a memorable 
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l e c t u r e a t t h e P e e r s ' M i d d l e S c h o o l ( G a k u s h u i n ) i n 1907. I t s 

p r i n c i p a l , t h e v e n e r a b l e G e n e r a l N o g i , who a p p e a r s t o have 

shared many o f N i t o b e ' s ideas on the p r o p e r gu idance o f y o u t h , 

h a d i n v i t e d h i m o v e r t o s p e a k . N i t o b e ' s w o r d s w e r e so 

o v e r p o w e r i n g t h a t he b r o u g h t t e a r s t o many s t u d e n t s e y e s . 

In t h e a u d i e n c e were T a k a g i Y a s a k a , l a t e r one o f N i t o b e ' s 

c l o s e s t d i s c i p l e s and Konoe F u m i m a r o , t w i c e P r i m e M i n i s t e r 

b e f o r e t h e o u t b r e a k o f W o r l d War I I . E a c h w r o t e o f t h e 

i n c i d e n t . The h i g h l i g h t o f the o c c a s i o n came when Nogi c l i m b e d 

t h e r o s t r u m t o e m b r a c e N i t o b e a n d c l a s p h i s h a n d i n 

a p p r e c i a t i o n . "I have n e v e r been so e m o t i o n a l l y moved," 

r e c a l l e d Konoe, who was then a t h i r d - y e a r s t u d e n t . 6 ^ 

In d e a l i n g w i t h h i s own i c h i k o s t u d e n t s , N i t o b e was 

d i p l o m a t i c a n d was c a r e f u l n o t t o e x e r t d i c t a t o r i a l 

a u t h o r i t y . From the v e r y f i r s t months o f h i s t e n u r e , when the 

s c h o o l was i n t u r m o i l over a problem t h a t h i s p r e d e c e s s o r had 

m i s h a n d l e d , N i t o b e l e f t mat ters i n the s t u d e n t s ' hands w i t h o u t 

i n t e r f e r e n c e . B u t when i t became a p p a r e n t t h a t t h e y were 

unable to c o n t r o l the expanding c o n t r o v e r s y , he d e m o c r a t i c a l l y 

a s k e d f o r t h e i r a p p r o v a l t o i n t e r v e n e and d i s p o s e d o f t h e 
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problem w i t h l i t t l e damage. 

A m a j o r c r i s i s i n N i t o b e ' s t e n u r e a t i c h i k o came a f t e r 

t h e T a i g y a k u j i k e n ( G r e a t C o n s p i r a c y I n c i d e n t ) i n w h i c h 

Kotoku S h u s u i and e l e v e n o t h e r a n a r c h i s t s were c o n v i c t e d and 

e x e c u t e d i n a p l o t t o a s s a s s i n a t e t h e M e i j i E m p e r o r . The 

Debat ing C l u b , a t the i n s i s t e n c e of Y a n a i h a r a Tadao and Kawai 

E i j i r o , i n v i t e d the i c o n o c l a s t w r i t e r and e s t r a n g e d b r o t h e r 
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o f S o h o , T o k u t o m i R o k a , t o speak a t t h e s c h o o l . Roka gave a 

b l i s t e r i n g a t t a c k on t h e g o v e r n m e n t and t h e methods i t had 

71 
used i n t h e above t r i a l . When news o f Roka ' s s p e e c h was 

made p u b l i c , N i t o b e was h a r s h l y c r i t i c i z e d as i r r e s p o n s i b l e 

and e x e r c i s i n g poor judgment i n a l l o w i n g such a dangerous man 

speak to young and i m p r e s s i o n a b l e minds. The i n c i d e n t brought 

a r e p r i m a n d from the M i n i s t r y o f E d u c a t i o n and a b l a c k mark 
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i n N i t o b e ' s r e c o r d . 

B u t t h i s was j u s t a m i n o r b l e m i s h i n a h i g h l y - l a u d a t o r y 

performance as a d m i n i s t r a t o r o f the s c h o o l . H i s most l a s t i n g 

s u c c e s s a t i c h i k o , i t a p p e a r s now i n r e t r o s p e c t , was t h e 

profound i n f l u e n c e t h a t N i t o b e e x e r t e d upon s t u d e n t s , who, i n 

l a t e r y e a r s , became h i g h o f f i c i a l s i n g o v e r n m e n t , b u s i n e s s , 

a n d e d u c a t i o n a l c i r c l e s . S e v e r a l p o s t w a r M i n i s t e r s o f 

E d u c a t i o n and two Tokyo U n i v e r s i t y P r e s i d e n t s numbered among 

h i s f o r m e r p u p i l s . They were t e e n a g e r s s i x t e e n t o e i g h t e e n 

y e a r s o l d when t h e y came u n d e r h i s t u t e l a g e . Of t h i s g r o u p , 

t h e most n o t e w o r t h y a r e Y a n a i h a r a T a d a o , Nambara S h i g e r u , 

M o r i t o T a t s u o , K a w a i E i j i r o , G o t o R y u n o s u k e , I s h i i M i t s u r u , 
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M i t a n i Takamasa, K a w a n i s h i J i t s u z o and T a k a g i Yasaka . 
T h e s e men have e u l o g i z e d N i t o b e and have c r e a t e d a n e a r 

- 7 4 
l e g e n d o f h i s t e n u r e a t t h e i c h i k o . To p o s t e r i t y t h e y 

b e q u e a t h e d h i s image as a g r e a t e d u c a t o r s e c o n d o n l y t o 

Fukuzawa Y u k i c h i i n modern t i m e s — a " s p i r i t u a l p r o p h e t who 

gu ided educated youth out of the doldrums of c l o s e d - m i n d e d and 

p r i m i t i v e n a t i o n a l i s m t o a l o f t i e r v i s i o n o f t h e p e r s o n a l 
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s e l f . " 
A recent work by Donald Roden shows Nitobe i n a s l i g h t l y 

more modest l i g h t . The acclaims t h a t h i s students and admirers 
have c r e d i t e d him w i t h , such as an emphasis on i n d i v i d u a l i t y 
and b i l d u n g , Roden demonstrates, were already present w i t h i n 
i c h i k o ' s c l i m a t e even b e f o r e N i t o b e a r r i v e d . But Nitobe's 
overwhelming i n f l u e n c e , even Roden concedes, i s u n d e n i a b l e . 
Among h i s major accomplishments, he redefined the t r a d i t i o n a l 
i d e a of m a n l i n e s s as understood by the Japanese, t o a more 

7 fi 
u n i v e r a l concept that had i n t e r n a t i o n a l v a l i d i t y . Japanese, 
he had f e l t , needed to outgrow her p r o v i n c i a l i s m . 

Nitobe d i d not confine h i s p u b l i c a c t i v i t i e s to the F i r s t 
H igher S c h o o l . M o r a l e d u c a t i o n f o r youth o u t s i d e r e g u l a r 
e d u c a t i o n a l c h a n n e l s , p a r t i c u l a r l y f o r those too poor t o 
a t t e n d s c h o o l , he saw as i m p e r a t i v e . T h i s c o n v i c t i o n had l e d 
him w h i l e i n Hokkaido to found the Enyu yagakko. In h i s t h i r d 
year a t the F i r s t H igher S c h o o l , an o p p o r t u n i t y p r e s e n t e d 
i t s e l f to make h i s i n f l u e n c e reach to a wider audience. Masuda 
G i i c h i , owner o f t h e J i t s u g y o no N i h o n s h a , a h i g h l y 
s u c c e s s f u l p u b l i s h i n g f i r m , i n v i t e d Nitobe to j o i n the company 
as an e d i t o r i a l a d v i s o r . Masuda's o f f e r came a t an opportune 
moment, since only a few months e a r l i e r , Nitobe's own E n g l i s h 
j o u r n a l , the E i g a k u s h i n s h i had ceased p u b l i c a t i o n , a f t e r 

77 
Sakurai Oson, the managing e d i t o r , departed. 

Masuda was seven y e a r s Nitobe's j u n i o r . True t o the 
s e l f - h e l p philosophy that he advocated i n h i s magazine, Masuda 
was a self-made man. Born i n N i i g a t a p r e f e c t u r e , he came to 
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Tokyo a t age t w e n t y - o n e and e n t e r e d t h e Tokyo semmon g a k k o , 

the p r e s e n t Waseda U n i v e r s i t y , where he s t u d i e d p o l i t i c s and 

J a p a n e s e l a n g u a g e . He g r a d u a t e d w i t h h o n o r s , even w h i l e 

t a k i n g p a r t i n K a i s h i n t o ( P r o g r e s s i v e P a r t y ) p o l i t i c a l 

a c t i v i t i e s . A f t e r a s h o r t s t i n t as a r e p o r t e r w i t h the Y o m i u r i 

n e w s p a p e r , he t o o k o v e r i n 1900 t h e p u b l i s h i n g o f t h e 

magazine , J i t s u g y o no Nihon . In l e s s than a decade, he b u i l t 

i t up i n t o a f r o n t r u n n e r i n t h e p u b l i s h i n g w o r l d . U s i n g 

a s t u t e b u s i n e s s sense—which i n c l u d e d the p i o n e e r i n g o f mass-

a d v e r t i s i n g p r a c t i c e s i n Japan—he expanded the number o f h i s 

7 8 

p u b l i c a t i o n s . 

D e s p i t e i t s n a m e , t h e J i t s _ u g y o no N i h o n was n o t a 

t e c h n i c a l j o u r n a l . I t s b i w e e k l y i s s u e s c a r r i e d a r t i c l e s on 

p o p u l a r p h i l o s o p h y w i t h s p e c i a l e m p h a s i s on a t t i t u d e s and 

v a l u e s — p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e t h a t r e l a t e d t o e m p l o y m e n t and 

c a r e e r s e l e c t i o n . I t a l s o gave h i n t s and t e c h n i q u e s on how to 
79 

a t t a i n one's g o a l s . 

N i t o b e i n v i t e d Masuda o v e r t o h i s home l a t e i n 1908 t o 

meet the p u b l i s h e r and i n q u i r e f u r t h e r i n t o the unique o f f e r . 

Masuda e x p l a i n e d "the company's p h i l o s o p h y t h a t u n d e r l a y our 

p u b l i s h i n g p o l i c y and o u r m a g a z i n e ' s m i s s i o n . " He c o n t i n u e d : 

"I e s p e c i a l l y emphasized the imp or t an ce o f s p i r i t u a l and s e l f 

gu idance f o r i n d u s t r i a l youth." In t h i s e f f o r t , he c o n c l u d e d , 

N i t o b e c o u l d h e l p immensely by the r e s p e c t he commanded among 

young p e o p l e t h r o u g h o u t J a p a n . " [ T ] h e r e i s no more s u i t a b l e 
8 0 

person than you." he t o l d N i t o b e . 
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Nitobe found Masuda's ideas on the importance of e t h i c a l 
development congenial. But he was a l s o a t t r a c t e d to Masuda f o r 
another reason. He sensed i n the p u b l i s h e r a genuine concern 
f o r the f u t u r e w e l f a r e of the c o u n t r y . To h e l p young people 
g a i n d i r e c t i o n i n l i f e and become u s e f u l l y e m p l o y e d , 
r e g a r d l e s s of t h e i r s o c i a l s t a t u s , meant, i n the l o n g run, a 
s t r o n g e r n a t i o n . Japan, d e s p i t e her p r o g r e s s , was s t i l l 
b e h i nd the Western powers; every l i t t l e c o n t r i b u t i o n would 

81 
b r i n g the goal that much c l o s e r . 

But j o i n i n g the J i t s u g y o no Nihon venture e n t a i l e d great 
r i s k s . How would the p u b l i c r e act when they heard t h a t Nitobe, 
the Headmaster of the F i r s t Higher S c h o o l , was w r i t i n g 
commercially f o r a popular audience? His e a r l i e r a s s o c i a t i o n 
w i t h the Eibun s h i n s h i d i f f e r e d f u n d a m e n t a l l y from t h i s 
p r o p o s a l . I t was an e d u c a t i o n a l magazine f o r s t u d e n t s of 
E n g l i s h , and the tone and c o n t e n t of the a r t i c l e s made t h a t 
s e l f - e v i d e n t . But w i t h the J i t s u g y o no Nihon, the d i s t i n c t i o n 
between e d u c a t i o n and c o m m e r c i a l i s m was not so o b v i o u s . 
C r i t i c i s m would s u r e l y come from many q u a r t e r s . But N i t o b e , 
aware of the tremendous power of h i s message and h i s successes 
w i t h y o u t h , d e t e r m i n e d t o spread h i s i n f l u e n c e through t h i s 
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popular magazine. In December he accepted Masuda's o f f e r . 

Nitobe's debut as a c e l e b r a t e d member of the J i t s u g y o no  
Nihon s t a f f appeared i n the 1909 New Year's i s s u e . In a 
c a r e f u l l y worded a r t i c l e , he l i s t e d f i v e reasons why he had 
j o i n e d the company. He came s t r a i g h t t o the p o i n t . "Money i s 
not the p r i m a r y reason" he s t a t e d e x p l i c i t l y . No doubt h i s 134 



i d e a l i s m and a l t r u i s m l a y at the base of h i s d e c i s i o n to w r i t e 
c o m m e r c i a l l y . But as N i t o b e h i m s e l f so w e l l knew, men are 
seldom moved by pure m o t i v e s . One s u s p e c t t h a t p e c u n i a r y 
reasons t o o , p l a y e d i t s p a r t i n i n f l u e n c i n g h i s d e c i s i o n . I t 
would be naive to ignore t h i s aspect of the p a r t n e r s h i p , as so 
many of Nitobe's biographers have done. 

For the next f o u r y e a r s , c o n c u r r e n t w i t h h i s work a t 
i c h i k o , N i t o b e s e r v e d as E d i t o r i a l A d v i s e r f o r the magazine 
and wrote r e g u l a r l y , m a i n l y about s e l f - c u l t i v a t i o n (shuyo. 
These a r t i c l e s immediately made a h i t . The J i t s u g y o no Nihon's 
c i r c u l a t i o n r o s e s h a r p l y because of them, as a v i d r e a d e r s 

8 3 
sought h i s sagely advice on d e a l i n g w i t h l i f e ' s problems. 

The r e c e p t i o n to these popular m o r a l i t y a r t i c l e s was so 
overwhelming t h a t Masuda decided to compile and p u b l i s h them 

8 4 
i n a s e p a r a t e volume. W h i l e the work was i n p r o g r e s s , i n the 
summer of 1911, a r e q u e s t came from the F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y 
a s k i n g N i t o b e t o be the f i r s t l e c t u r e r t o the U n i t e d S t a t e s 
under a new program sponsored by the Carnegie Foundation. 

Carnegie Endowment f o r Peace Exchange Professor 

American i n t e r e s t i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s had grown 
enormously s i n c e the t u r n of the c e n t u r y . More people than 
ever b e f o r e knew about the country's r o l e i n w o r l d a f f a i r s , 
and many f e a r e d t h a t i n v o l v e m e n t overseas would l e a d t o 
c o n f l i c t . Peace movements f l o r i s h e d . Though d i f f e r i n g i n 
p o l i t i c a l v i e w s and p h i l o s o p h i e s , t h e y a l l s o u g h t t o 
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b a n i s h war. 

Andrew C a r n e g i e , t h e s t e e l magnate and p h i l a n t h r o p i s t , 

l i k e d the i d e a l i s m o f these groups . In 1908, he announced h i s 

i n t e n t i o n t o u s e some o f h i s w e a l t h t o p r o m o t e p e a c e . 

P r e s i d e n t N i c h o l a s Murray B u t l e r o f C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y , an 

advocate o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l u n d e r s t a n d i n g and c o - f o u n d e r o f the 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n c i l i a t i o n , a j o u r n a l d e v o t e d t o i s s u e s o f 

peace , d i s c u s s e d w i t h H a m i l t o n H o l t , e d i t o r o f the Independent 
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m a g a z i n e , t h e p o s s i b l e uses o f C a r n e g i e ' s money. H o l t , who 

had been i n v o l v e d w i t h the peace movement s i n c e 1903, brought 

t o g e t h e r o t h e r i n f l u e n t i a l l e a d e r s Edward E v e r e t t H a l e , A l b e r t 

S m i l e y , Samuel D u t t o n , and Edwin Mead, who drew up a c o n c r e t e 
8 7 

program f o r the F o u n d a t i o n . 

A f t e r s e v e r a l c o n f e r e n c e s a t Lake Mohonk, New Y o r k , where 

f i n a l p l a n s were t h r o u g h l y d i s c u s s e d , B u t l e r p r e s e n t e d t h e 

program to C a r n e g i e . Us ing some p e r s u a s i o n , B u t l e r w r i t e s i n 

h i s m e m o i r s , he c o n v i n c e d t h e p h i l a n t h r o p i s t t h a t t h e i d e a 

was w o r k a b l e . In December 1910, t h e C a r n e g i e Endowment f o r 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace was e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h a t r u s t fund of t en 
8 8 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . 

E l i h u R o o t , a p o w e r f u l c o n s e r v a t i v e R e p u b l i c a n S e n a t o r 

and f o r m e r S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e , became P r e s i d e n t o f t h e new 

F o u n d a t i o n . A t w e n t y - s i x member B o a r d o f T r u s t e e s was a l s o 

f o r m e d . I t i n c l u d e d W a l l S t r e e t f i n a n c i e r s , p r o m i n e n t 
8 9 

b u s i n e s s m e n , u n i v e r s i t y p r e s i d e n t s , and f o u r c o n g r e s s m e n . 

Though t h e y were m a i n l y f r o m t h e E a s t , a few came f r o m t h e 

S o u t h and W e s t . On t h e w o r k i n g l e v e l , t h r e e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
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d i v i s i o n s were c r e a t e d : (1) t h e D i v i s i o n o f I n t e r n a t i o n Law; 

(2) t h e D i v i s i o n o f E c o n o m i c s a n d H i s t o r y ; a n d (3) t h e 

D i v i s i o n o f I n t e r c o u r s e and E d u c a t i o n . James B. S c o t t , a 

s p e c i a l i s t i n I n t e r n a t i o n a l L a w , h e a d e d t h e f i r s t d i v i s i o n ; 

J o h n B a t e s C l a r k , a n o t h e r a c a d e m i c , t h e s e c o n d ; and N i c h o l a s 
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B u t l e r , the t h i r d . 

The Peace F o u n d a t i o n ' s mandate e x t e n d e d b e y o n d t h e 

p r o d u c t i o n o f s p e c i a l i z e d monographs on t h e n a t u r e o f 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f l i c t and o t h e r s c h o l a r l y t o p i c s . A l t h o u g h 

the s t u d i e s i n the f i r s t two s e c t i o n s were p r i m a r i l y academic , 

an a c t i v e , w e l l - c o o r d i n a t e d p u b l i c awareness program, m o s t l y 

t h r o u g h l e c t u r e s and s p e e c h e s and c o p i o u s q u a n t i t i e s o f 

w r i t t e n m a t e r i a l s , c o n s t i t u t e d an i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h e 
9 i 

F o u n d a t i o n ' s a c t i v i t i e s . 

The D i v i s i o n o f I n t e r c o u r s e and E d u c a t i o n , headed by 

B u t l e r , u n d e r t o o k t h i s p r o p a g a n d a w o r k . I t p r e p a r e d , among 

i t s f i r s t t a s k s , an i n t e r n a t i o n a l e x c h a n g e o f s c h o l a r s w i t h 

J a p a n . B u t l e r began c o r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h u n i v e r s i t i e s a c r o s s 

the c o u n t r y to i n t e r e s t them i n the program. By the summer of 

1 9 1 1 , he h a d o b t a i n e d t h e c o o p e r a t i o n o f s i x : B r o w n 

U n i v e r s i t y , C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y , The Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y , 

t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f V i r g i n i a , t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i n o i s , and 

t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f M i n n e s o t a . A n d , t o c o m p l e t e t h e 

arrangements , he c o n t a c t e d the Japanese Embassy i n Washington , 

w h i c h r e f e r r e d t h e m a t t e r b a c k t o t h e K a t s u r a g o v e r n m e n t i n 
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Tokyo . 
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N i t o b e ' s p a s t e x p e r i e n c e s i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s and h i s 

wide c o n t a c t s t h e r e made him an e x c e l l e n t c a n d i d a t e f o r t h i s 
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i r e n i c m i s s i o n of mutual u n d e r s t a n d i n g . When the i n v i t a t i o n 

came t o h i m i n J u n e , N i t o b e r e a d i l y a c c e p t e d . A g r e a t h o n o r , 

i t p r o v i d e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r "an e n j o y a b l e t r i p , meet ing w i t h 

c o n g e n i a l p e o p l e , renewing o l d a c q u a i n t a n c e , [and] t a k i n g my 
9 4 

w i f e t o h e r n a t i v e home." And f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e , he 
r e l a t e d t h e a n e c d o t e w h i c h has become synonomous w i t h h i s 
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name: t h a t he wanted to be a ' b r i d g e a c r o s s the P a c i f i c ' 

He g a v e h i s a s s i g n m e n t much t h o u g h t . What was h i s 

A m e r i c a n a u d i e n c e l i k e ? How much d i d t h e y know a b o u t J a p a n ? 

What s u b j e c t s would i n t e r e s t them? A f t e r much d e l i b e r a t i o n , he 

d e c i d e d t h a t t h e s a f e s t a p p r o a c h was t o assume t h a t h i s 

i n t e n d e d l i s t e n e r s knew n e x t t o n o t h i n g a b o u t J a p a n and t o 

g i v e a s e r i e s o f b r o a d and c o m p r e h e n s i v e l e c t u r e s . He c h o s e 
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the f o l l o w i n g e i g h t t o p i c s : 

(1 
(2 
(3 
(4 
(5 
(6 
(7 
(8 

The E a s t and the West 
G e o g r a p h i c a l F e a t u r e s o f Japan 
H i s t o r y and i t s R e l a t i o n to the P r e s e n t 
Race and N a t i o n a l C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
R e l i g i o u s B e l i e f s 
Mora l and Mora l I d e a l s 
Economic C o n d i t i o n s 
The R e l a t i o n s Between the U n i t e d S t a t e s and Japan 

N i t o b e s p e n t t h e summer months o f 1911 w o r k i n g on h i s 

l e c t u r e s and p o l i s h i n g them f o r d e l i v e r y . F o r r e f e r e n c e , he 

a l s o packed a t r a v e l l i n g bag and s u i t c a s e w i t h books r e l a t i n g 

to J a p a n . E v e n on b o a r d s h i p , he c o n t i n u e d t o p r e p a r e . Mary 

went w i t h h i m , b a c k on h e r f i r s t v i s i t t o h e r n a t i v e c o u n t r y 
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a f t e r an absence of more than a decade. N i t o b e a l s o took a long 

T s u r u m i Y u s u k e , h i s d e v o t e d d i s c i p l e , t o s e r v e as s e c r e t a r y . 

Tsurumi had r e c e n t l y e n t e r e d the R a i l w a y s Bureau ( T e t s u d o i n ) , 

and N i t o b e p r o b a b l y a r r a n g e d w i t h G o t o S h i n p e i , T s u r u m i ' s 

f a t h e r - i n - l a w and d i r e c t o r o f t h e b u r e a u , t o s e c u r e a y e a r ' s 

l e a v e o f a b s e n c e f o r T s u r u m i and p e r m i t h i m t o make t h e 

9 7 

t r i p . They l e f t Yokohama on S e p t e m b e r 1 s t on t h e Shunyo 

M a r u , w h i c h was m a k i n g i t s m a i d e n v o y a g e . T r a v e l l i n g on t h e 

same s h i p was S h i m a d a S a b u r o , who had been i n v i t e d by t h e 

Japanese i m m i g r a n t a s s o c i c a t i o n i n C a l i f o r n i a to i n v e s t i g a t e 
9 8 

t h e i r g r i e v a n c e s a g a i n s t the l o c a l government. 

W h i l e s t eaming towards C a l i f o r n i a , N i t o b e r e c e i v e d word 

t h a t S t a n f o r d U n i v e r s i t y wanted him to g i v e a l e c t u r e a t t h e i r 

P a l o A l t o campus. T h i s sudden r e q u e s t may have r e s u l t e d from 

h i s m e e t i n g w i t h D a v i d S t a r r J o r d a n , P r e s i d e n t o f t h e 

i n s t i t u t i o n , who had v i s i t e d Japan t h a t autumn and whom N i t o b e 

had e n t e r t a i n e d a t h i s home a few days b e f o r e h i s d e p a r t u r e 

f o r the U n i t e d S t a t e s . J o r d a n , though a s p e c i a l i s t i n Botany , 

had a deep i n t e r e s t i n J a p a n and s t r e s s e d p e a c e f u l r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h h e r . He p r o b a b l y f e l t t h a t N i t o b e ' s a p p e a r a n c e a t h i s 

u n i v e r s i t y w o u l d h e l p a l l e v i a t e t h e g r o w i n g x e n o p h o b i c 
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a g i t a t i o n a g a i n s t Japanese i n the s t a t e . 

Two days a f t e r h i s a r r i v a l i n San F r a n c i s c o , on Monday , 

S e p t e m b e r 1 8 t h , N i t o b e s t o o d on t h e p o d i u m at. S t a n f o r d t o 

address the u n i v e r s i t y ' s f i r s t assembly f o r the s c h o o l year 

1911-1912. In h i s speech , "Peace Over the P a c i f i c , " which the 

u n i v e r s i t y ' s p a p e r , t h e D a i ^ y PaJLo A ^ t o d e s c r i b e d as a 139 



" r e m a r k a b l y i m p a r t i a l v i e w o f J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n s i t u a t i o n , " 

N i t o b e d i s m i s s e d as " m i s c h i e v o u s r u m o r s " t h e r e c e n t t a l k o f 

war. "[N]ot a g r a i n o f r e a s o n , " he s a i d "is l e f t among the a i r 

b u b b l e s o f t h e s c a r e - m o n g e r s t h a t c a n be g i v e n as a j u s t 

g r o u n d o f w a r , w h e r e a s t h e r e i s e v e r y r e a s o n t o b e l i e v e t h a t 

t h e two n a t i o n s w h i c h f r i n g e t h e P a c i f i c a r e t i e d by t h e bonds 

o f f r i e n d s h i p , s t r o n g e r t h a n any bond w h i c h b i n d s any o t h e r 

two n a t i o n s . " T h i s s p e e c h s e t t h e t o n e o f h i s o t h e r t a l k s on 

p e a c e f u l r e l a t i o n s , and the u n d e r l y i n g t h r u s t was the same: i t 

was a m i s s i o n o f g o o d w i l l , a n d t h e m e s s a g e o f m u t u a l 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g was the keyword t h r o u g h o u t . 1 0 0 

He s p e n t t h e n e x t t e n days i n s p e c t i n g t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l 

h o l d i n g s o f the Japanese i m m i g r a n t s i n C a l i f o r n i a . And he gave 

s p e e c h e s , i n J a p a n e s e , t o l o c a l g r o u p s . 1 0 1 N e x t , i n l a t e 

S e p t e m b e r , t h e y h e a d e d e a s t t o P h i l a d e l p h i a , where N i t o b e 

s p e n t two weeks p u t t i n g t h e f i n a l t o u c h e s on h i s l e c t u r e s . 

Then he went n o r t h t o P r o v i d e n c e , Rhode I s l a n d t o b e g i n h i s 
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o f f i c i a l d u t i e s as exchange p r o f e s s o r . 

The C a r n e g i e E x c h a n g e P r o f e s s o r s h i p L e c t u r e s had been 

p u b l i c i z e d w e l l a h e a d o f t i m e . The l o c a l P r o v i d e n c e J o u r n a l 

and the u n i v e r s i t y p a p e r , the Brown H e r a l d c a r r i e d schedules 

o f N i t o b e ' s Brown U n i v e r s i t y l e c t u r e s and o t h e r s e l s e w h e r e 

a r o u n d t h e c i t y . He was g i v e n a h i g h b i l l i n g a s a 
" d i s t i n g u i s h e d Japanese [who] possesses the t i t l e s o f Nogaku 
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h a k u s h i and Hogaku h a k u s h i , " and "speaks E n g l i s h f l u e n t l y . " 

N i t o b e had p r e v i o u s c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h the c i t y founded by 
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t h e r e b e l p u r i t a n , Roger W i l l i a m s . T w e l v e y e a r s e a r l i e r , i n 

t h e w i n t e r o f 1899, b e f o r e he p u b l i s h e d B u s h i d o , he and Mary 

had s p e n t a few days a t Anna C h a l c e ' s home. Anna was a 

g i r l h o o d f r i e n d o f M a r y and t h e d a u g h t e r o f J o n a t h a n C h a l c e , 

an i n f l u e n t i a l Q u a k e r who h a d e s t a b l i s h e d a c o t t o n -

m a n u f a c t u r i n g f i r m i n the c i t y . C h a l c e had spent a number of 

y e a r s i n t h e U .S . C o n g r e s s , f i r s t as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' and 
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l a t e r as s e n a t o r . 

A r r i v i n g i n P r o v i d e n c e on O c t o b e r 1 5 t h , N i t o b e gave h i s 

f i r s t l e c t u r e a t Brown U n i v e r s i t y a few days l a t e r . F o r t h e 

n e x t f o u r w e e k s , N i t o b e gave h i s s e r i e s o f e i g h t t a l k s t w i c e a 

week on Mondays and T h u r s d a y a f t e r n o o n s a t 5 p .m. And on 

Monday e v e n i n g s , he h e l d a weekly seminar f o r s t u d e n t s i n the 

J o h n Hay L i b r a r y . He a l s o spoke t o s e v e r a l c o m m e r c i a l and 

s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s o f t h e c i t y and t h e P r o v i d e n c e B o a r d o f 

T r a d e . " 1 0 5 

A f t e r a s u c c e s s f u l month i n Rhode I s l a n d , N i t o b e moved 

t o New Y o r k C i t y and C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y . N i t o b e began h i s 

C o l u m b i a l e c t u r e s i n mid-November f o r another f o u r weeks u n t i l 

m i d - D e c e m b e r . 1 0 6 He a l s o l e c t u r e d a t T e a c h e r s C o l l e g e on 

10 7 

" E d u c a t i o n i n J a p a n . " Among t h e members o f h i s a u d i e n c e 

was J o h n Dewey, P r o f e s s o r o f P h i l o s o p h y a t C o l u m b i a and a 

l e a d i n g t h e o r i s t i n t h e p r o g r e s s i v e movement i n A m e r i c a n 

s c h o o l s . Dewey, l i k e N i t o b e , had s t u d i e d a t the Johns Hopkins 

U n i v e r s i t y and r e c e i v e d h i s P h . D . t h e r e a few months b e f o r e 

N i t o b e a r r i v e d i n 1884. Dewey's y o u n g e r b r o t h e r , D a v i s , knew 

N i t o b e s i n c e b o t h h a d b e e n m e m b e r s o f H e r b e r t A d a m ' s 
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10 8 H i s t o r i c a l S e m i n a r y . Dewey e x p r e s s e d g r e a t i n t e r e s t i n 

N i t o b e ' s t a l k and commented on N i t o b e ' s p o i n t t h a t "educat ion 

and p o l i t i c s a r e k e p t s e p a r a t e i n J a p a n . " E i g h t y e a r s l a t e r , 

as p o i n t e d out above, Dewey got a f i r s t - h a n d look a t Japan and 
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i t s system o f e d u c a t i o n d u r i n g h i s l e c t u r e s a t T o d a i . 

A t C o l u m b i a , N i t o b e a l s o met t h e t h e o l o g i a n Hugh B l a c k , 

P r o f e s s o r o f P r a c t i c a l T h e o l o g y a t t h e U n i o n T h e o l o g i c a l 
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S e m i n a r y . B l a c k had a c h i e v e d a r e p u t a t i o n as a f i e r y 

speaker and author o f many p o p u l a r books on e t h i c a l b e h a v i o r . 

B l a c k s ' s c h a r a c t e r made a s t r o n g i m p r e s s i o n on N i t o b e . A f t e r 

r e t u r n i n g t o J a p a n , he h a d h i s d i s c i p l e , M a e d a T a m o n , 

t r a n s l a t e B l a c k ' s b o o k on C u l t u r e ajifl ^ £ £ ^ £ £ 2 : 1 ! . ^ i n t o 
111 

Japanese . 

A f t e r c o m p l e t i n g h i s l e c t u r e s a t C o l u m b i a , N i t o b e s e t out 

f o r t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C h i c a g o . He a r r i v e d t h e r e i n t i m e f o r 

the g r a d u a t i o n r e c e p t i o n on the even ing o f December 18th and 

s t o o d i n l i n e w i t h P r e s i d e n t H a r r y J u d s o n a n d o t h e r 

d i g n i t a r i e s to welcome the graduates o f the c l a s s o f 1911. And 

a t t h e c e r e m o n i e s h e l d a t t h e L e o n M a n d e l A s s e m b l y H a l l t h e 

f o l l o w i n g day , N i t o b e gave the C o n v o c a t i o n A d d r e s s . H i s speech 

"American I n f l u e n c e i n the Far E a s t , " a c c l a i m e d as "one o f the 

most s t r i k i n g o f r e c e n t c o n v o c a t i o n s " , was p r i n t e d i n f u l l i n 

the U n i v e r s i t y R e c o r d . A f t e r h i s s h o r t C h i c a g o a p p e a r a n c e , 

N i t o b e went back E a s t to resume h i s exchange p r o f e s s o r d u t i e s 
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a t h i s o l d a lma mater , the Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y . 
He began h i s Johns Hopkins l e c t u r e s on January 11th. They 
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continued f o r the next four weeks on the same schedule as at 
113 

Brown. The f i r s t three l e c t u r e s , given at McCoy H a l l , 

proved immensely popular. The News L e t t e r reported that the 

room "was f i l l e d , [with] people even standing up i n the 

rear...." The remaining l e c t u r e s were subsequently moved to 

the Concert H a l l of the Academy of Music to accommodate a 
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l a r g e r audience. Back at h i s o l d alma mater, Tsurumi 

recollected, Nitobe was a sought after guest and received many 

private i n v i t a t i o n s from Baltimore residents to tea or dinner 
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at t h e i r homes. 

While the Nitobes stayed at the Plaza Hotel i n downtown 

Baltimore, executives of the Carnegie Endowment were busy 

arranging Nitobe's speaking engagements i n Washington, D.C. On 

the evening of January 26th, at the Seventh Annual Meeting of 

the National Geographical Association, Nitobe was honored as 
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one of three s p e c i a l guests. Among the more than f i v e 

hundred people who attended were a dozen diplomats, 49 members 

of the House of Representatives, 12 senators, and numerous 

other d i g n i t a r i e s , including Robert Bryce, B r i t i s h Ambassador 

to the United States, who afterwards t o l d Nitobe that h i s 
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Bushido was "a gem" among the works of English l i t e r a t u r e . 

Nitobe was introduced to the distinguished crowd by Alexander 

Graham B e l l , i nventor of the telephone, and spoke f o r about 

ten minutes on the importance of mutual understanding and good 

w i l l . A week l a t e r on F r i d a y evening, February 2nd, Nitobe 

addressed a s e l e c t group of men at the Carnegie I n s t i t u t i o n 
who had been i n v i t e d by the Carnegie Endowment o f f i c i a l s 
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b e c a u s e t h e i r work d e a l t " s p e c i f i c a l l y w i t h e d u c a t i o n . " 
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A f t e r w a r d s a r e c e p t i o n was h e l d i n i n h i s h o n o r . W h i l e 

v i s i t i n g t h e n a t i o n ' s c a p i t a l a t t h i s t i m e , N i t o b e p a i d a 

c o u r t e s y c a l l on U.S. P r e s i d e n t W i l l i a m Howard T a f t , who was a 
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f i r m s u p p o r t e r o f the peace movement i n A m e r i c a . 

A f t e r c o m p l e t i n g h i s Johns Hopkins l e c t u r e s on F e b r u a r y 

5th, N i t o b e d e c i d e d to take a m i d - y e a r r e s t . L e a v i n g Mary w i t h 

h e r f a m i l y i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , he and T s u r u m i went t o New Y o r k 

where they took a German steamer f o r a four-week v a c a t i o n to 

C e n t r a l and S o u t h A m e r i c a . The a i m o f t h e t r i p was t o v i e w 

the c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e Panama c a n a l , w h i c h was a l m o s t 

f i n i s h e d . At the U n i v e r s i t y of Chicago C o n v o c a t i o n , N i t o b e had 

a l l u d e d t o t h e " m i x i n g o f t h e w a t e r s o f t h e A t l a n t i c and t h e 

P a c i f i c , " and was a n x i o u s t o see t h e d i g g i n g o f t h e "path 

between the oceans." He and T s u r u m i spent a few weeks t o u r i n g 

m a j o r i s l a n d s i n t h e West I n d i e s . They v i s i t e d Cuba and met 

the P r e s i d e n t o f the i s l a n d c o u n t r y w i t h whom N i t o b e c h a t t e d 

a b o u t J a p a n ' s F o r m o s a n c o l o n i z a t i o n . Then he and T s u r u m i 

c r o s s e d over to the Panama i s t h m u s . And a f t e r a q u i c k t o u r o f 

the C e n t r a l Amer ican r e g i o n , they went to V e n e z u e l a , and spent 

a few days i n C a r a c a s . On t h e i r r e t u r n v o y a g e , t h e y d i d some 

i s l a n d h o p p i n g , g o i n g t o T r i n i d a d and B a r b a d o s , on t h e way 
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back to New Y o r k . 

In t h e s e c o n d week i n M a r c h , w e l l - r e s t e d a f t e r h i s 

month's v a c a t i o n , N i t o b e r e s u m e d the s e c o n d h a l f o f h i s 

exchange p r o f e s s o r s h i p d u t i e s . Next i n l i n e was the U n i v e r s i t y 
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o f V i r g i n i a a t C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e , where he r e p e a t e d t h e same 

s e r i e s o f l e c t u r e s . He a l s o gave a t a l k a t L e x i n g t o n , V i r g i n i a 

a t W a s h i n g t o n and Lee U n i v e r s i t y . S i n c e N i t o b e had a l r e a d y 

mastered h i s m a t e r i a l s by so many r e p e t i t i o n s , he a p p a r e n t l y 

d e c i d e d t o use t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o e x p l o r e t h e o l d S o u t h , a 

r e g i o n o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s t h a t he had never b e f o r e v i s i t e d , 
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d e s p i t e h i s t h r e e y e a r s ' r e s i d e n c e i n B a l t i m o r e . 

Throughout h i s g r a d u a t e - s c h o o l y e a r s , he looked n o r t h to 

Q u a k e r P e n n s y l v a n i a and P u r i t a n New E n g l a n d . B u t now i n 

V i r g i n i a , i n t h e h e a r t l a n d o f t h e C o n f e d e r a t e S t a t e s o f 

A m e r i c a d u r i n g the C i v i l W a r , N i t o b e e x p e r i e n c e d a n o t h e r 

t r a d i t i o n i n t h e h e r i t a g e o f A m e r i c a . He v i s i t e d t h e a r e a s 

devas ted by the war f i v e decades b e f o r e , the s c a r s o f w h i c h , 

T s u r u m i r e c a l l e d , were s t i l l e v i d e n t a l l a r o u n d . A f t e r a 

s u c c e s s f u l l e c t u r e t o u r a t V i r g i n i a , the next r e g i o n to cover 

was t h e M i d w e s t . They t o o k t h e t r a i n t o U r b a n a and t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y o f I l l i n o i s , where N i t o b e s tayed i n r e s i d e n c e f o r 
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f o u r weeks. 

W h i l e i n I l l i n o i s , N i t o b e v i s i t e d S p r i n g f i e l d , s e v e n t y 

m i l e s t o West o f t h e U r b a n a campus and t h e home o f Abraham 

L i n c o l n . Though r e c e n t h i s t o r i e s have r e v i s e d e a r l i e r 

e v a l u a t i o n s o f the S i x t e e n t h P r e s i d e n t . and d e s t r o y e d much of 

the legend t h a t surrounds h i s name, N i t o b e knew L i n c o l n o n l y 
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i n the G r e a t Man's l i g h t t h a t he was r e v e r e n t l y bathed i n . 

In h i s l e c t u r e s and w r i t i n g s , N i t o b e o f t e n mentioned L i n c o l n 

and h i g h l y p r a i s e d h i s m o r a l q u a l i t i e s . H i s 1912 v i s i t t o 

L i n c o l n ' s b i r t h p l a c e must have made a p o w e r f u l i m p r e s s i o n upon 145 . 



h i m . Seven y e a r s l a t e r , w h i l e t r a v e l l i n g a g a i n i n t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s , t h i s t i m e w i t h Goto S h i m p e i and h i s f o u r d i s c i p l e s , 

he p r o b a b l y suggested t h e i r v i s i t to S p r i n g f i e l d on t h e i r way 
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a c r o s s the c o u n t r y 

In May, N i t o b e moved on t o the l a s t s t a t i o n i n h i s 

e x c h a n g e a s s i g n m e n t : t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f M i n n e s o t a a t 

M i n n e a p o l i s . T h i s campus, the f u r t h e r e s t away from the c e n t e r s 

o f c u l t u r e on the E a s t C o a s t , had been i n f o r m e d w e l l ahead of 

t i m e o f N i t o b e ' s v i s i t . An a l u m n u s , G . H . P h e l p s , a member o f 

t h e c l a s s o f '97 and a m i s s i o n a r y t e a c h e r i n K y o t o , had 

w r i t t e n t h e s c h o o l p a p e r , t h e M i n n e s o t a D a i l y i n O c t o b e r , a 

y e a r b e f o r e N i t o b e ' s p r o j e c t e d v i s i t . P h e l p s had h i g h l y 

p r a i s e d N i t o b e ' s a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s , and r a i s e d h i g h e x p e c t i o n s 

of the Japanese i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t who was b r i n g i n g a message of 

p e a c e a c r o s s t h e P a c i f i c . L e t ' s show h i m , P h e l p s had s a i d - -

p r o b a b l y t h i n k i n g o f N i t o b e ' s B u s h i d o and h i s e x p l i c a t i o n o f 

t h e J a p a n e s e s p i r i t ( N i p p o n dama.s_h.ij — o u r " M i n n e s o t a 

d a m a s h i i . " U n f o r t u n a t e l y , the u n i v e r s i t y p a p e r , which c a r r i e d 

a b r i e f summary o f N i t o b e ' s t a l k , does n o t m e n t i o n t h e 

a u d i e n c e r e a c t i o n t o h i s l e c t u r e s o r g i v e a t t e n d a n c e 
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f i g u r e s . 

A f t e r h i s l a s t l e c t u r e i n M i n n e s o t a on J u n e 3 r d , N i t o b e 

h a s t e n e d f o r t h e E a s t c o a s t . D r o p p i n g o f f h i s l e c t u r e 

m a n u s c r i p t s f o r p u b l i c a t i o n w i t h the George Putnams and Sons, 

he went a g a i n t o P r o v i d e n c e , Rhode I s l a n d . On June 1 9 t h , a t 

the Brown U n i v e r s i t y ' s Commencement E x e r c i s e s , C h a n c e l l o r 
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A r n o l d Faunce p r e s e n t e d him w i t h a Honorary D o c t o r a t e o f Law 

" [ f o r ] h i s f e l i c i t o u s s p e e c h , c o u r t e o u s b e a r i n g , a n d 

p e n e t r a t i n g i n s i g h t [wh ich ] has h e l p e d two d i v e r s e n a t i o n s 

i n t o c l o s e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g and a b i d i n g f r i e n d s h i p . " 

H i s arduous 166 l e c t u r e s and n i n e months work beh ind h i m , 

N i t o b e d e c i d e d to spend the r e m a i n i n g summer months i n Europe 

b e f o r e r e t u r n i n g t o J a p a n t o re sume h i s i c h i k o d u t i e s . But 

w h i l e i n E u r o p e , t h e i r t o u r was c u t s h o r t when t h e y r e c e i v e d 

word o f t h e E m p e r o r M e i j i ' s c r i t i c a l i l l n e s s . T h e y s p e d home 

on t h e T r a n s - S i b e r i a n r a i l w a y and a r r i v e d i n Tokyo on 

September 10th , 1 9 1 2 . 1 2 7 
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I c l a i m n o t t o have c o n t r o l l e d 
e v e n t s , b u t c o n f e s s p l a i n l y 
t h a t events have c o n t r o l l e d me. 

Abraham L i n c o l n , L e t t e r t o A^ 

Hodges [ A p r i l 4, 1864] 

CHAPTER V I 

T a i s h o L i b e r a l : 1913-1919 

When N i t o b e r e c e i v e d h i s i c h i k o appointment i n 1906 from 

t h e M i n i s t r y o f E d u c a t i o n , he was a l s o g i v e n a c o n c u r r e n t 

p r o f e s s o r ' s pos t a t the Tokyo I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y . Throughout 

h i s s i x years a t the i c h i k o , except f o r the s c h o o l year 1911-

1912 when he served as C a r n e g i e Exchange P r o f e s s o r to A m e r i c a , 

N i t o b e gave a two-hour weekly l e c t u r e course t h e r e . In A p r i l 

1913, when he r e s i g n e d h i s i c h i k o H e a d m a s t e r ' s p o s t , he 

as sumed a f u l l - t i m e p r o f e s s o r ' s s t a t u s a t T o d a i . A f t e r an 

i n t e r v a l o f n e a r l y t en y e a r s , he t u r n e d h i s p r i m a r y a t t e n t i o n 

to h i s academic s p e c i a l t y . 1 

C o l o n i a l P o l i c y P r o f e s s o r 

E s t a b l i s h e d i n 1909, the C h a i r i n C o l o n i a l P o l i c y was the 

f i r s t o f i t s k i n d i n J a p a n . I t was t h e b r a i n c h i l d o f N i t o b e ' s 

m e n t o r a t F o r m o s a , G o t o S h i n p e i , p r e s i d e n t o f t h e r e c e n t l y 

c r e a t e d South Manchur ian R a i l w a y Company, a s emi -governmenta l 

agency c r e a t e d a f t e r the Russo-Japanese War to guide Japanese 

2 
d e v e l o p m e n t s on t h e c o n t i n e n t . As a t r i b u t e t o h i s o l d 
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s u p e r i o r , Kodama G e n t a r o , who had d i e d i n 1906 w h i l e l a y i n g 

t h e g r o u n d w o r k o f t h e R a i l w a y , G o t o , w i t h t h e a i d o f a K y o t o 

U n i v e r s i t y p r o f e s s o r , Matsuoka S a n t a r o , r a i s e d some 21,000 yen 

to e s t a b l i s h the c h a i r f o r r e s e a r c h i n t o what he c o n s i d e r e d of 
3 

s t r a t e g i c importance f o r the f u t u r e . 

G o t o h i m s e l f was one o f t h e b e s t r e a d men i n J a p a n on t h e 

s u b j e c t . W h i l e s e r v i n g i n the s o t o k u f u , he had a t h i s o f f i c i a l 

r e s i d e n c e "amassed a c o l l e c t i o n o f works . . . which r e p r e s e n t e d 

t h e b e s t o f c o n t e m p o r a r y E u r o p e a n c o m m e n t a r y on c o l o n i a l 

a f f a i r s . " In 1900, G o t o had been i n s t r u m e n t a l i n g r a n t i n g 

N i t o b e a o n e - y e a r l e a v e t o s t u d y t r o p i c a l c o l o n i z a t i o n i n 
4 

Europe b e f o r e he assumed h i s d u t i e s w i t h the s o t o k u f u . 

In s e t t i n g up the C o l o n i a l P o l i c y C h a i r , Goto appears to 

have had N i t o b e i n mind f o r t h e j o b . A t a f a c u l t y m e e t i n g t o 

c o n f i r m h i s a p p o i n t m e n t , t h e r e was r e s i s t a n c e by c e r t a i n 
5 

p r o f e s s o r s who d i d n o t l i k e h i m . B u t N i t o b e ' s i n f l u e n t i a l 

f r i e n d s h e l p e d swing the d e c i s i o n i n h i s f a v o r . Kana i Noburu, 

w i t h whom he h a d s t u d i e d i n G e r m a n y , a n d Y a s a k u E i z o 

s u p p o r t e d t h e move. B o t h e x e r t e d much i n f l u e n c e , and t h e i r 

b a c k i n g a l l o w e d N i t o b e t o t h e p e n e t r a t e t h e e l i t e c i r c l e a t 

the Law F a c u l t y t h a t was the p i n n a c l e of Japanese academics . 

B u t c o n n e c t i o n s a s i d e , N i t o b e ' s b a c k g r o u n d made h i m an 

i d e a l c a n d i d a t e f o r t h e p o s i t i o n . H i s o l d a l m a m a t e r , the 

S a p p o r o n o g a k k o , had been t h e f i r s t i n s t i t u t i o n i n J a p a n to 

o f f e r a c o u r s e i n c o l o n i a l p o l i c y . In 1891, t h e y e a r t h a t 

N i t o b e r e t u r n e d f r o m h i s s t u d i e s a b r o a d , S a t o S h o s u k e had 

s t a r t e d t h e c o u r s e and t a u g h t i t y e a r l y t h e r e a f t e r . B u t 149 



a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d u t i e s i n the s c h o o l year 1894-95 l e d him t o 
a s s i g n e d the c l a s s t o N i t o b e . The course was ta u g h t as a 
b r a n c h o f e c o n o m i c t h e o r y w i t h m a t e r i a l s on E u r o p e a n 
t h e o r i s t s , such as J.S. M i l l , and o t h e r c l a s s i c a l l i b e r a l 
. t h i n k e r s . In substance, t h i s d i f f e r e d c o n s i d e r a b l y from the 

7 
l a t e r d i s c i p l i n e of c o l o n i a l p o l i c y . 

N i t o b e a l s o had much p r a c t i c a l background t o add t o h i s 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r the pos t . In Sapporo, he had worked as an 
advisor to the Hokkaido cho on various c o l o n i z a t i o n p r o j e c t s . 
And i n Formosa, Nitobe had impressed h i s s u p e r i o r s , Kodama and 
G o t o , w i t h h i s t e c h n i c a l a d r o i t n e s s ; h i s m a j o r 
accomplishment, i t w i l l be remembered, was a b l u e p r i n t f o r the 

g 

i s l a n d ' s sugar i n d u s t r y . D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d , N i t o b e had 
c u l t i v a t e d a strong f r i e n d s h i p w i t h Goto who helped to propel 
h i s academic c a r e e r . A f t e r l e a r n i n g of Nitobe's d e s i r e t o 
r e t u r n to academics, Goto spoke to K i n o s h i t a H i r o j i , President 
of Kyoto U n i v e r s i t y , t o get N i t o b e on the f a c u l t y t h e r e . And, 
a c c o r d i n g t o Tanaka S h i n ' i c h i , Goto even got the p r e s i d e n t ' s 
p r o m i s e t h a t N i t o b e be recommended f o r a D o c t o r a t e of 
Jurisprudence.^ 

But w h i l e Nitobe's academic career progressed r a p i d l y , he 
had made a c r u c i a l break w i t h h i s e a r l i e r p l a n s . H i s aim at 
Sapporo was a massive a g r i c u l t u r a l h i s t o r y of the world that 
spanned many c o u n t r i e s and se v e r a l thousand years. His work i n 
Taiwan d e f l e c t e d h i s i n t e r e s t s unto a d i f f e r e n t o r b i t : one 
much l e s s concerned w i t h research and theory and more inv o l v e d 
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w i t h s o l v i n g p r a c t i c a l p r o b l e m s t h a t a r o s e f r o m J a p a n ' s new 

i m p e r i a l i s t r o l e among her A s i a n n e i g h b o r s . 1 0 

E v e n a f t e r h i s r e t u r n t o a c a d e m i c s i n 1903, N i t o b e k e p t 

h i s t i e s as an government o f f i c i a l . He c o n t i n u e d to serve the 

s o t o k u f u as c o n s u l t a n t u n t i l 1914; b e t w e e n 1903 and 1908, a t 

l e a s t once a y e a r , b u t more o f t e n i n t h e e a r l i e r p e r i o d , he 

t r a v e l l e d t o T a i h o k u t o r e p o r t i n p e r s o n t o t h e G o v e r n o r -

G e n e r a l . 1 1 A n d a f t e r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f t h e S o u t h 

Manchur ian R a i l w a y , he was g i v e n f i e l d ass ignments under i t s 

a u s p i c e s . Soon a f t e r h i s appointment to the Headmastersh ip o f 

t h e F i r s t H i g h e r S c h o o l , N i t o b e was d i s p a t c h e d t o K o r e a and 

M a n c h u r i a . H i s d u t i e s t h e r e i n v o l v e d l a n d s u r v e y s , 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f l o c a l economic c o n d i t i o n s , and a d v i c e to the 

Manchu g o v e r n m e n t on t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f an a g r i c u l t u r a l 

r e s e a r c h s t a t i o n . In 1913, he was a g a i n s e n t on a n o t h e r 

12 

ass ignment to the c o n t i n e n t . 

H i s c o n n e c t i o n w i t h g o v e r n m e n t b u r e a u s c o n t i n u e d 

throughout h i s P r o f e s s o r s h i p i n C o l o n i a l P o l i c y . From t ime to 

t i m e , he was s e n t on f i e l d t r i p s t o d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f r u r a l 

1 3 

J a p a n . A n d i n 1916 he w e n t a b r o a d f o r s i x m o n t h s t o 

i n v e s t i g a t e a g r i c u l t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s i n A u s t r a l i a , t h e 

P h i l i p p i n e s , J a v a , C e l e b e s , and Hong Kong. J u s t p r i o r to t h i s 

t r i p , he had p u b l i s h e d a m a j o r p a p e r on A u s t r a l i a , "Goshu  

t o c h i m o n d a i no y u r a i " (The o r i g i n s o f t h e l a n d p r o b l e m i n 

A u s t r a l i a ) i n the Kokka g a k k a i z a s s h i ( J o u r n a l o f the N a t i o n a l 

Academic S o c i e t y ) . And i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r h i s r e t u r n to J a p a n , 

he p u b l i s h e d , u s i n g d a t a g a t h e r e d on t h e t r i p , h i s s e c o n d 
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major paper i n the same j o u r n a l "Nanyo no k e i z a i t e k i k a c h i " 
(The economic p o t e n t i a l of the southern oceans). A few years 
b e f o r e , he had p u b l i s h e d a r t i c l e s on the sugar i n d u s t r y i n 
Formosa and the P h i l i p p i n e s . These papers are burdened w i t h 
f a c t u a l data which demonstrate h i s wide command of source 
m a t e r i a l s . But they are not i n t e g r a t e d or connected i n any 
s y s t e m a t i c f a s h i o n . Moreover, a t h e o r e t i c a l framework i n 

14 
c o l o n i a l s t u d i e s i s n o t i c e a b l y m i s s i n g . Lack of t i m e and 
other p r e s s i n g commitments precluded h i s producing any l a s t i n g 
and s i g n i f i c a n t work; h i s academic output would be s h o r t - l i v e d 

15 
at best, and he h i m s e l f appears to have accepted t h a t f a c t . 

But i n the Taisho p e r i o d , Nitobe stood among the Japanese 
l e a d e r s i n the d i s c i p l i n e of c o l o n i a l p o l i c y . Though i t had 
s t a r t e d l a t e i n Japan i n comparison to Europe, the f i e l d was, 
by 1915, s o l i d l y e s t a b l i s h e d i n academic c i r c l e s . T a l e n t e d 
men such as Take k o s h i Yosaburo, Nagai R y u t a r o , and M o c h i j i 
Rokusaburo wrote e x t e n s i v e l y on the t o p i c . 1 6 Nitobe attempted 
to p r o v i d e r e a d e r s w i t h a p e r s p e c t i v e on i t i n an a r t i c l e i n 
the Hogaku kyokai z a s s h i (Law Soci e t y Review), "Shokumin naru 
m e i j i n i t s u k i t e " (Concerning the d e f i n i t i o n of c o l o n i e s ) . I t 
t r a c e d the o r i g i n s of the word shokumin i n the Japanese 
l e x i c o n , d i s c o u r s e d on i t s p r e s e n t usage by s c h o l a r s , and 

17 
noted i t s widespread coverage i n newspapers and j o u r n a l s . 

As a group, the Japanese s c h o l a r s of c o l o n i a l p o l i c y 
shared c e r t a i n common view s on the n a t u r e of t h e i r s u b j e c t 
matter. With Japan's ever widening i m p e r i a l i s m , Mark P e a t t i e 152 



w r i t e s , " [ t ] h e i r outlook on the issues of c o l o n i a l r u l e mixed 
hard n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t , [with] cautious complacent assumptions 

18 

about the s t a t u s quo i n a l m o s t equal p r o p o r t i o n s . " But on 
t h e s e p o i n t s , P e a t t i e comments, t h e y were n o t u n l i k e 
c o n t e m p o r a r y E u r o p e a n w r i t e r s on t h e s u b j e c t . I n some 
resp e c t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n regards to the we l f a r e of the nati v e 

19 

peoples, they even surpassed t h e i r European counterparts. 
N i t o b e , as mentioned i n an e a r l i e r c h a p t e r , b e l i e v e d i n 

the nineteenth century idea of progress. L i k e most scholars of 
t h a t p e r i o d , he was c a p t i v e t o S o c i a l Darwinism w i t h i t s 
s i m p l i s t i c concepts of " b i o l o g i c a l laws" of c i v i l i z a t i o n that 
guided the e v o l u t i o n of s o c i e t i e s . The moral duty of the 
advanced c u l t u r e s was to lead p r i m i t i v e peoples to the charmed 
c i r c l e of e n l i g h t e n m e n t which was the u l t i m a t e g o a l of 
mankind. T h i s p r o c e s s c o u l d n o t t o be r u s h e d : i t was a 
gradual, almost i m p e r c e p t i b l e movement that would take many 
g e n e r a t i o n s t o a c c o m p l i s h . N e a r l y a l l of Nitobe's w r i t i n g s 

2 0 

r e f l e c t t h i s fundamental view. But he was too much of a 
r e a l i s t to harp only on the i d e a l s of what c o l o n i a l i s m i n i t s 
i d e a l s t a t e s h o u l d be; he c l e a r l y saw the u n p l e a s a n t i s s u e s 
i n v o l v e d i n r u l i n g f o r e i g n peoples and d i d not c o n c e a l the 
n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s that were i n t r i c a t e l y involved. 

What i s v i t a l i n any c o l o n i a l scheme seems to me 
to be the r i g h t answer t o t h i s q u e s t i o n : Do we 
govern an u n w i l l i n g people f o r t h e i r sake or f o r 
our own? As to the general u n w i l l i n g n e s s of any 
colony ... t o be governed by a power a l i e n t o 
i t , there i s l i t t l e doubt. A c o l o n i a l government 
has received no consent of the governed. Nor i s 
t h e r e much reason t o b e l i e v e t h a t a c o l o n i a l 
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p o w e r , w h i t e o r b r o w n , b e a r s t h e s a c r i f i c e 
s i m p l y t o b e t t e r t h e l o t o f t h e p e o p l e p l a c e d i n 
i t s c h a r g e . The h i s t o r y o f c o l o n i z a t i o n i s t h e 
h i s t o r y o f n a t i o n a l e g o t i s m . B u t even e g o t i s m 
c a n a t t a i n i t s end by f o l l o w i n g t h e s i m p l e law 
ofhuman i n t e r c o u r s e - - "give, and t a k e . " M u t u a l 
advantage must be the r u l e . " 

S t i l l , N i t o b e w h o l e h e a r t e d l y b e l i e v e d t h a t the p o s i t i v e 

b e n e f i t s o f c o l o n i a l i s m outweighed the n e g a t i v e . S k i r t i n g the 

moral q u e s t i o n , he propounded the t a n g i b l e , m a t e r i a l r e s u l t s 

2 2 

t h a t c o l o n i a l r u l e b r o u g h t . He was p r o u d o f t h e 

accompl i shments o f Japan i n Formosa and saw i t as an i n i t i a l 

s t a g e o f J a p a n ' s c i v i l i z a t i o n e x t e n d i n g s o u t h w a r d t o b r i n g 

e n l i g h t e n m e n t t o t h e s a v a g e s o f t h e s o u t h s e a s . In a 1912 

s p e e c h t o t h e N a t i o n a l G e o g r a p h i c S o c i e t y i n W a s h i n g t o n , he 

s p o k e g r a n d l y o f t h e " p r i n c i p l e s " t h a t u n d e r l a y t h e 

c o l o n i z a t i o n o f the Formosa: 

(1) Defending the i s l a n d 
(2) D e v e l o p i n g laws to p r o t e c t l i f e and p r o p e r t y 
(3) S t a r t i n g H e a l t h and S a n i t a r y measures 
(4) E n c o u r a g i n g i n d u s t r i e s and c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

f a c i l i t i e s 23 
(5) P r o v i d i n g e d u c a t i o n f o r the n a t i v e s . 

When N i t o b e d e l i v e r e d t h i s l e c t u r e , t h e F o r m o s a n 

c o l o n i z a t i o n e f f o r t was w i d e l y acknowledged a t home and abroad 

as a s u c c e s s . B u t t h e v e n t u r e i n J a p a n ' s n e w e s t c o l o n y was 

s t i l l i n doubt . Though not a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the c o l o n i z a t i o n o f 

K o r e a d i r e c t l y , N i t o b e a p p a r e n t l y had deep t i e s w i t h p e o p l e 

who w e r e . In 1906, i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r J a p a n t o o k o v e r t h e 

c o u n t r y as a p r o t e c t o r a t e , N i t o b e was s e n t t h e r e t o p e r s u a d e 

I t o H i r o b u m i t o a c c e p t a c o l o n i z a t i o n p l a n t h o u g h t up by h i s 
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s u p e r i o r s . "My m i s s i o n was t o induce him t o a c c e p t a p l a n of 
s e t t l i n g Japanese farmers i n Korean v i l l a g e s as demonstrators 
of b e t t e r systems of c u l t i v a t i o n . " I t o , however, had r e f u s e d 

2 4 

and i n s i s t e d t h a t "Korea was f o r Koreans." On h i s f i r s t 
v i s i t to the country, Nitobe viewed Korean s o c i e t y as decaying 
and m o r a l l y bankrupt. R e j u v e n a t i o n of a new s p i r i t by the 

2 5 

Japanese, he f e l t , c o u l d a l o n e save the c o u n t r y . T h i r t e e n 
years l a t e r , he r e t a i n e d s i m i l a r opinions. But he was c a r e f u l 
to d i s t i n g u i s h h i s p e r s o n a l f e e l i n g s from what seemed a 
p o l i t i c a l l y n e c e s s i t y . I count m y s e l f among the b e s t and t r u e s t 

f r i e n d s of Koreans. I l i k e them. I do not share 
such un-favorourable views as were expressed by 
C a p t a i n B o s t w i c k , A c h i b a l d L i t t l e , George 
Kennan, or P r o f e s ^ r Ladd, and other w r i t e r s of 
Korean character. 

Though f a v o r a b l y disposed towards the people, Nitobe was 
unshakeable i n h i s b e l i e f s . The Koreans, d e s p i t e an i n n e r 
c a p a c i t y , were not y e t mature enought to c o n t r o l t h e i r own 
a f f a i r s . And t h i s i n t e r n a l weakness threatened the p o l i t i c a l 
s t a b i l i t y i n E a s t A s i a . They needed, he f e l t , t u t e l a g e from 
the Japanese. 

In a l l h u m i l i t y , but w i t h a f i r m c o n v i c t i o n t h a t 
Japan i s a steward on whom devolves the g i g a n t i c 
t a s k o f the u p l i f t i n g of the Far E a s t , I cannot 
t h i n k t h a t young Korea i s y e t c a p a b l e of 
g o v e r n i n g i t s e l f ^ L e t them s t u d y , I r e p e a t , 
what we are doing. 

N i t o b e was o p t i m i s t i c of Japanese a c t i v i t i e s i n Korea, 

155 



and p r e d i c t e d that " a s s i m i l a t i o n w i l l be found e a s i e r ... f o r 
the reason t h a t the Korean r a c e i s v e r y much a l l i e d t o our 
own." He remained f i r m i n h i s b e l i e f t h a t the Japanese were 

2 8 

b r i n g i n g order to a c h a o t i c and lawless country. 
Japan's s e i z u r e of the Micronesian i s l a n d s from Germany 

a f t e r the outbreak of World War I v a s t l y i n c r e a s e d the s i z e of 
the Empire. Nitobe i n h i s popular w r i t i n g s urged youth to set 
t h e i r eyes southward on these "golden lands." In the J i t s u g y o 
no Nihon and o t h e r y o u t h - o r i e n t a t e d magazines, he r e p e a t e d 
t h i s message. Much work needed to be done there, and since the 
white man and the Chinese were not adequate f o r the ta s k s , i t 
l e f t the Japanese t o c a r r y the burden. And i n an academic 
a r t i c l e "Nanyo no ke i_ z: a ^ t ek i_ k a c h i , " he r e i t e r a t e d t h e 

29 

b e n e f i t s Japan would gain from possessions of these i s l a n d s . 
As a u n i v e r s i t y t e a c h e r , Nitobe's r e p u t a t i o n appears 

mixed. He gave h i s l e c t u r e s on c o l o n i a l p o l i c y , an e l e c t i v e 
f o r fourth-year students, i n an i n f o r m a l , c o n v e r s a t i o n a l s t y l e 
t h a t c o n s t r a s t e d s h a r p l y w i t h t h e " s t i f f and f o r m a l " 
p r e s e n t a t i o n of the o t h e r p r o f e s s o r s . 3 0 Though h i s c l a s s 
a t t r a c t e d many students--a few who even skipped t h e i r r e g u l a r 
c l a s s e s to attend—who loved h i s meandering " s t o r i e s , " there 
appear t o have been d i s s a t i s f i e d s t u d e n t s too. His 
l e c t u r e s , they found, d i d not seem t o have a c e n t e r ; they 
could not f o l l o w h i s reasoning or l i n e of argument; and there 
was no s o l i d body of i d e a s around which the t a l k s were 
o r g a n i z e d . The b e s t they c o u l d make out was t h a t N i t o b e was 
urging a "humanism" upon them: that c o l o n i a l i z a t i o n d e a l t , i n 
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s h o r t , w i t h " p e o p l e . " E l a b o r a t e t h e o r i e s o f t h e e c o n o m i c s o r 

p o l i t i c s o f c o l o n i a l i s m appeared o f secondary c o n c e r n t o him 

i n the c l a s s r o o m . 3 1 

The r e p u t a t i o n o f t h e c o l o n i a l p o l i c y l e c t u r e s and h i s 

c o n t i n u e d w r i t i n g s i n i n m a s s - c i r c u l a t e d m a g a z i n e s on a 

d i v e r s i t y o f s e e m i n g l y mundane t o p i c s prompted c r i t i c i s m among 

some f a c u l t y " t h a t N i t o b e a b a n d o n e d a g r i c u l t u r e . " N a s u 

S h i r o s h i , a s t u d e n t o f N i t o b e ' s a n d l a t e r P r o f e s s o r o f 

A g r i c u l t u r e a t T o d a i , b r o u g h t t h i s t o h i s a t t e n t i o n . N i t o b e 

was u n p e r t u r b e d . A f t e r c a r e f u l l y e x p l a i n i n g t o Nasu t h a t an 

i m p o r t a n t f u n c t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r e i s p a s t u r a g e ( b o k u c h i k u ) , he 

added t h a t h i s u l t i m a t e aim was "not r a i s i n g o r d i n a r y c h a t t e l 
3 2 

b u t human b e i n g s . " H i s c o m p r o m i s i n g o f s c h o l a r s h i p f o r 

d e b a t a b l e i d e a l s , u n t h i n k a b l e f o r a y o u n g e r s c h o l a r , a g r e e d 

w i t h h i s l i f e ' s p h i l o s o p h y . S p e c i a l i s m , i n h i s v i e w , had t o 
33 

t a k e a back s e a t t o what he termed "common sense." Moreover, 

he was i n a p o s i t i o n t o r e s i s t p r e s s u r e from o t h e r s who l o o k e d 

upon h i s a c t i v i t i e s as u n b e c o m i n g an I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y 

P r o f e s s o r . H i s own p o s t a t To d a i was i n v u l n e r a b l e . And among 

h i s many f r i e n d s i n t h e F a c u l t y o f Law, K a n a i , Onozuka 

K i h e i j i , and a p r o m i s i n g c o l l e a g u e , Y o s h i n o S a k u z o , a l l 

e i t h e r s u p p o r t e d h i m o r a t l e a s t c o n d o n e d h i s u n u s u a l 

a c t i v i t i e s i n e x t e n d i n g , t o as w i d e an a u d i e n c e as he c o u l d 
34 

r e a c h , h i s i d e a s on m o r a l i t y and p e r s o n a l development. 
Heimindo: the Way o f the Commoner 
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N i t o b e expended much e n e r g i e s t o promote and i n s t i l l i n 

t h e g e n e r a l p o p u l a c e a new e t h i c o f i n d i v i d u a l i t y i n t h e 

T a i s h o y e a r s . He had been i n v o l v e d i n s u c h work s i n c e h i s 

S a p p o r o d a y s . B u t h i s d i s c o u r s e now t o o k a new and d r a m a t i c 

f o r m . I n h i s e a r l y w r i t i n g s f o r y o u t h , he had r e l i e d a l m o s t 

e x c l u s i v e l y on m a t e r i a l s d r a w n f r o m W e s t e r n s o u r c e s , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y E n g l i s h l i t e r a t u r e , t o t e a c h w hat he f e l t were 

u n i v e r s a l moral v a l u e s ; and the whole t e n o r o f h i s t e a c h i n g s 
35 

was t a i n t e d w i t h C h r i s t i a n i n f l u e n c e s . 

B u t f r o m 1909 o n w a r d , a f t e r h i s e n t r y i n t o t h e J i t s u g y o 

no N i h o n s h a , he began t o e x p a n d h i s message t o encompass a 
w i d e r a u d i e n c e ; and t o do so, he employed more f r e q u e n t l y the 

3 fi 

t e r m i n o l o g y o f t r a d i t i o n a l J a p a n e s e s p i r i t u a l i t y . I n a 

w r i t i n g s t y l e t h a t even a " r i c k s h a w p u l l e r , o r a woodchopper 

c o u l d understand," he i n c o r p o r a t e d i d e a s and t e x t from S h i n t o , 
C o n f u c i a n i s m , T a o i s m , B u d d h i s m , and even c l a s s i c a l J a p a n e s e 

37 
p o e t r y . And t o i l l u s t r a t e h i s e t h i c a l p o i n t s , he c o l o r e d h i s 

w r i t i n g s w i t h a n e c d o t e s and v i g n e t t e s f r o m t h e b e t t e r known 

O r i e n t a l s a g e s a n d s c h o l a r s . N i t o b e ' s f u n d a m e n t a l a i m , 

however, remained c o n s t a n t t h r o u g h o u t : t o awaken h i s r e a d e r s ' 

s p i r i t u a l l i f e a n d t o d e v e l o p i n d i v i d u a l e t h i c a l 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s . 

T r e a d i n g u n f a m i l i a r g r o u n d s t o w r i t e on A s i a n m o r a l 

p h i l o s o p h y , N i t o b e c o n s u l t e d o f t e n w i t h a u t h o r i t i e s , such as 

S a s a k i Nobutsuna, an a c q u a i n t a n c e who s p e c i a l i z e d i n O r i e n t a l 

l i t e r a t u r e a t t h e P e e r s C o l l e g e t o a s k a s s i s t a n c e i n 
3 8 

c l a r i f y i n g t o p i c s t h a t he found d i f f i c u l t . 158 



N i t o b e ' s a c t i v i t i e s i n t h i s p e r i o d s h o u l d be s e e n , s a y s 

T a k e d a K i y o k o , a g a i n s t t h e w i d e r b a c k d r o p o f T a i s h o 

i n t e l l e c t u a l h i s t o r y . H i s i n d i v i d u a l e f f o r t s were b u t one 

man's a t t e m p t s to cope w i t h the d i s l o c a t i o n s wrought by s o c i a l 

39 
changes. As Kenneth P y l e has shown, the Home M i n i s t r y w i t h 

4 0 

much f o r e s i g h t had t a k e n t h e l e a d i n p r e v e n t i v e m e a s u r e s . 

And t h e M i n i s t r y o f E d u c a t i o n t o o , had i t s own b a t t e r y o f 

r e f o r m s . I n c r e a s i n g l y , p r o p o s a l s f o r a s t a t e - c e n t e r e d 

e d u c a t i o n and Emperor w o r s h i p w i t h i t s s t r e s s on t r a d i t i o n a l 

J a p a n e s e v a l u e s made i t s way i n t o t h e s c h o o l ' s c u r r i c u l u m . 

Even r e l i g i o u s groups were approached to c o - o p e r a t e w i t h the 

government i n p r o m o t i n g u n i t y o f thought w i t h r e s p e c t to the 
41 

n a t i o n a l p o l i t y ( k o k u t a i ) . 

N i t o b e , however, d i d not advoca te , i n t h e o r y or p r a c t i c e , 

k o k u t a i i d e a s as d i d h i s own c o l l e g u e a t T o d a i and Dean o f t h e 

Law F a c u l t y u n t i l 1911, H o z u m i Y a t s u k a , who was i t s l e a d i n g 
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s p o k e s m a n . N i t o b e w a t c h e d as t h o s e on t h e l e f t o f t h e 

p o l i t i c a l s p e c t r u m , t h e a n a r c h i s t s and s o c i a l i s t s , were 

i n c r e a s i n g l y h a r r i e d by t h e p o l i c e as t h e g o v e r n m e n t became 

l e s s t o l e r a n t o f unorthodox thought and b e h a v i o r . E s p e c i a l l y 

a f t e r the G r e a t C o n s p i r a c y I n c i d e n t (Taigyaku j i k e n ) , the Home 

M i n i s t r y ' s s p e c i a l p o l i c e engaged i n an i n t e n s i v e d r i v e t o 

c r u s h a l l o p p o n e n t s . P o l i t i c a l m e e t i n g s were b r o k e n - u p , 

p u b l i c a t i o n s censored and a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t a c t i v i s t s , such as 

K a t a y a m a Sen and O s u g i S a k a e , t a i l e d , i n what s c h o l a r s have 
43 

termed the "the w i n t e r o f s o c i a l i s m . " 
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In 1902 N i t o b e had w r i t t e n an a r t i c l e f o r Katayama Sen's 

J_P_<lP- SekajL i n w h i c h he h i g h l y p r a i s e d t h e s o c i a l i s t 

44 

movement . H i s v i e w s c h a n g e d o v e r t h e y e a r s . Now i n t h e 

h o s t i l e c l i m a t e , he ceased to ment ion s o c i a l i s m as a means to 

s o c i a l r e f o r m . In h i s "Shokumin no s a i s h u mokuteki" (The f i n a l 

g o a l s o f c o l o n i a l i z a t i o n ) , h o w e v e r , he w r o t e o f "a p e r s o n a l 

d e s i r e t o see a l l p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y a b o l i s h e d and w o r l d 
45 

s o c i a l i s m become ascendant ." But N i t o b e d i d not s p e l l out 

t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f how s u c h a g o a l c o u l d be r e a l i z e d and 

n o t h i n g i n h i s w r i t i n g s s u g g e s t s t h a t he s e r i o u s l y b e l i e v e d 

t h i s i d e a l p o s s i b l e . L i k e t y p i c a l l i b e r a l s e v e r y w h e r e , he 

w o u l d n o t s t a k e h i s r e p u t a t i o n o r c o m f o r t a b l e p o s i t i o n on 

c a u s e s , s u c h a s s o c i a l i s m , t h a t he c l e a r l y s a w as 

u n r e a l i z a b l e . 4 6 

He l o o k e d upon o t h e r r a d i c a l movements w i t h t h e same 

g r a d u a l i s t v i e w s . Though s e n s i t i v e t o t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f "the 

new women" ( s h i n f u j in ) s u c h as t h e famous B l u e S t o c k i n g s 

( s e i t o ) , he d i d n o t l e n d them h i s s u p p o r t . T h e i r a c t i o n s , 

t h o u g h " s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g " and w o r t h y i n t h e i r f u n d a m e n t a l 

a i m s , he added w i t h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c f r a n k n e s s , "were l i t t l e 
47 

more than a s h r i l l g e s t u r e o f p r o t e s t . " 

But c o n t r a r y to what some s c h o l a r s have c l a i m e d , N i t o b e 

was not a r e a c t i o n a r y i n h i s s o c i a l thought . H i s f e e l i n g s f o r 

t h e d o w n t r o d d e n and p o o r were g e n u i n e . H o w e v e r , l i k e a l l o f 

h i s l i b e r a l c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , he h e l d an unques t ioned l o y a l t y to 

t h e E m p e r o r s y s t e m (Tenno s e i ) , and does n o t a p p e a r t o have 

r e c o g n i z e d the s o c i a l e v i l s t h a t sprang from v e s t e d i n t e r e s t s 160 



and embedded p o w e r . He was w i l l i n g t o work w i t h i n t h e t h e 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t and a w a i t g r a d u a l and a m e l i o r a t i v e c h a n g e s i n 

s o c i e t y which he hoped would come through a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n i n 

the h e a r t s o f i n d i v i d u a l men and women. 

Though the above may seem t o compromise moral p r i n c i p l e s , 

N i t o b e , as shown more f u l l y i n t h e n e x t s e c t i o n , b e l i e v e d 

f i r m l y i n d e m o c r a c y and c o m m i t t e d h i m s e l f t o t h e l i b e r a l 

v a l u e s o f an open s o c i e t y . A pr ime example o f t h i s commitment 

was N i t o b e ' s s u p p o r t f o r Kawakami Y o t a r o and K a w a i E i j i r o 

a f t e r t h e T o k u t o m i Roka f u r o r a t t h e F i r s t H i g h e r S c h o o l . 

N i t o b e t o o k f u l l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e i n c i d e n t t o h i s own 

49 

d e t r i m e n t . T h i s i n c i d e n t p o i n t e d l y r e v e a l s t h e s e n s i t i v e 

p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e and t h e c o n s t r a i n t s p l a c e d upon h i m as a 

1 i b e r a l . 

I n s p i t e o f t h e a b o v e i n c i d e n t , N i t o b e was n o t 

u n c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h h i s l e a d e r s h i p r o l e i n t h e c l a s s - r i d d e n 

s o c i e t y o f I m p e r i a l J a p a n . He a p p a r e n t l y r e v e l e d i n a l l t h e 

m e d a l s and h o n o r s he r e c e i v e d , and wore them w i t h p r i d e a t 

f o r m a l o c c a s i o n s . Though h i s d a u g h t e r has s t a t e d t h a t he 

r a r e l y i n v i t e d p o l i t i c i a n s to h i s home, he a p p a r e n t l y had many 

c o n t a c t s w i t h i m p o r t a n t d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y those i n 
51 

the b u r e a u c r a c y . And on a p e r s o n a l l e v e l , he r e t a i n e d s t r o n g 

t i e s w i t h G o t o S h i n p e i , who had r i s e n f r o m h i s p o s t as 

P r e s i d e n t o f t h e S o u t h M a n c h u r i a n R a i l w a y t o a p o r t f o l i o i n 

the second K a t s u r a government and was one o f the most p o w e r f u l 
52 

p o l i t i c i a n s i n the T a i s h o p e r i o d . But N i t o b e ' s own i n f l u e n c e 
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i n the policy-making sphere appears n e g l i g i b l e ; h i s own r o l e 
i n government was l i m i t e d to a d v i s i n g on c o l o n i a l a f f a i r s and 
s e r v i n g as a member o f s e v e r a l m i n o r g o v e r n m e n t a l 

53 
commissions. 

In the pages of the J i t s u g y o no Nihon, however, he loomed 
l a r g e and appeared as one w i t h n o t a b l e e l i t e . He h i m s e l f 
c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s p e r c e p t i o n . He wrote f r e e l y of h i s 
conversations w i t h men such as I t o Hirobumi and Nogi Marusuke; 
and h i s name and photograph commonly appeared alongside that 

54 
of conspicuous p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y f i g u r e s . A r t i c l e s such 
as "Okuma haku t o N i t o b e hakase wa konna t e n ga n i t e i r u " 
( P o i n t s w h i ch Count Okuma and Doctor N i t o b e have i n common) 

55 
f u r t h e r r e i n f o r c e d t h i s image. And i n some qua r t e r s , i t was 
rumored t h a t he st o o d i n l i n e f o r a c a b i n e t p o s t as M i n i s t e r 

5 6 
of Education. I t was t h i s k i n d of p u b l i c exposure t h a t made 
one commentator, Sasagawa Rinpu say t h a t "Nitobe was a 

- 57 
p o l i t i c i a n - l i k e educator" ( s e i j i t e k i kyoikusha). 

T h i s fame had i t s d r a w b a c k s . I t b r o u g h t him many 
d e t r a c t o r s ; one such c r i t i c was Noyori H i d e i c h i , p u b l i s h e r of 
the J i t s u g y o no S e k a i , a p u b l i s h i n g r i v a l of the J i t s u g y o no  
Nihon. Noyori, i n h i s v i t r i o l i c a r t i c l e s , v i c i o u s l y denounced 
N i t o b e as a " s e i n e n no t e k i " (enemy of youth) and "gusha" 
( f o o l ) , 5 8 

Nitobe d i d not s t r i k e back. He kept f r e e from controversy 
and d i d not engage i n polemics, regard l e s s of what others s a i d 
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about h i m . O n mat ters r e g a r d i n g contemporary p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s , 
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he made i t h i s r u l e n o t t o comment i n p r i n t . Though he 

d i s l i k e d p u b l i c a t t a c k s , t h i s d e c i s i o n appears to r e f l e c t more 

h i s g e n u i n e l a c k o f i n t e r e s t i n p o l i t i c s t h a n f r o m a f e a r o f 

r e p e r c u s s i o n . O n l y i n h i s l a t t e r y e a r s , a f t e r he g a i n e d fame 

as a d i p l o m a t , w o u l d he make p u b l i c comments on p o l i t i c a l 

q u e s t i o n s . 

As a s p e c i a l i s t i n c o l o n i a l p o l i c y , h i s k n o w l e d g e and 

accompl i shments were w i d e l y r e s p e c t e d ; and as an educa tor and 

j o u r n a l i s t , he commanded a n a t i o n - w i d e audience who t h i r s t e d 

f o r h i s h o m e l y wi sdom and l o o k e d t o h i m f o r a d v i c e and 

guidance on d e a l i n g w i t h the c o m p l e x i t i e s of modern l i f e . H i s 

numerous a r t i c l e s and books p u b l i s h e d i n these y e a r s made him 

one o f t h e w i d e s t - r e a d a u t h o r s on t h e g e n r e o f p o p u l a r 
1-4- 6 0 

m o r a l i t y . 

The f i r s t o f h i s seven s u c c e s s f u l books p u b l i s h e d between 

1911 and 1919 was Shuyo ( s e l f c u l t i v a t i o n ) . P u b l i s h e d i n 

September 1911, i t was a c o l l e c t i o n of h i s b i - w e e k l y a r t i c l e s 

t h a t he had c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e J i t s u g y o no N i h o n s i n c e h i s 

e n t r y i n t o t h e company as e d i t o r i a l a d v i s o r . P u b l i s h e d as a 

b o o k , i t i m m e d i a t e l y became a b e s t - s e l l e r ; by t h e end o f t h e 

f i r s t y e a r , i t had run through s i x p r i n t i n g s ; and by F e b r u a r y 

1914, 29 p r i n t i n g s . I t c o n t i n u e d to s e l l throughout the T a i s h o 

y e a r s . In March 1924, i t had reached i t s 100th r e p r i n t i n g ; by 

t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f S h o w a , i t h a d gone t o o v e r 140 

r e p r i n t i n g s . 6 1 

A companion volume to Shuyo, Yo w a t a r i no m i c h i (Passage 
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through l i f e ) was p u b l i s h e d a month a f t e r h i s r e t u r n from h i s 

exchange p r o f e s s o r a s s i g n m e n t . I t t o o r e c e i v e d a t r e m e n d o u s 

r e a d e r s h i p . L i k e S h u y o , i t was composed o f m a t e r i a l s t h a t 

N i t o b e had c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e J i t s u g y o no N i h o n . B u t w h e r e a s 

t h e f o r m e r " d e a l t w i t h p e r s o n a l e t h i c s and one ' s d u t i e s t o 

o n e s e l f , " Yo w a t a r i no m i c h i d e a l t w i t h i n t e r p e r s o n a l 

r e l a t i o n s . The book, a f t e r i t s i n i t i a l appearance i n O c t o b e r , 

h a d , by t h e end o f 1912, r u n t h r o u g h f i v e p r i n t i n g s . F o r t h e 

next f o u r t e e n y e a r s , even d u r i n g the s i x years t h a t N i t o b e was 

o u t o f t h e c o u n t r y , i t c o n t i n u e d t o s e l l . By A u g u s t 1926, a 

few months b e f o r e N i t o b e r e t u r n e d t o J a p a n f r o m G e n e v a , t h e 

book had gone t h r o u g h i t s 72nd p r i n t i n g ; and by 1929, i t s 

86th r e p r i n t i n g . 6 2 

J i n s e i z a k k a n ( L i f e ' s m i s c e l l a n i e s ) , p u b l i s h e d i n 1914, 

i l l u s t r a t e s N i t o b e ' s s k i l l i n d i s c u s s i o n s of how to l i v e , and 

the s a l e a b l i t y o f h i s w o r d s . Be tween 1906 and 1913, N i t o b e 

gave o c c a s i o n a l l e c t u r e s a t the F r i e n d s Meet ing Group a t M i t a , 

whose aud ience c o n s i s t e d m a i n l y of women and g i r l s . He spoke 

on s p i r i t u a l m a t t e r s and r e l i g i o n , b u t i n a l o o s e and e a s y 

f a s h i o n . In t h e a u d i e n c e was a N i t o b e w o r s h i p p e r , one K u n i i 

M i c h i t a r o , who j o t t e d down t h e l e c t u r e s i n s h o r t h a n d . A f t e r 

a d d i n g a few e s s a y s t h a t N i t o b e had p u b l i s h e d r e c e n t l y i n 

m a g a z i n e s , he t o o k t h e m a n u s c r i p t t o N i t o b e and p r o p o s e d to 

p u b l i s h the work. Busy, but w i l l i n g , N i t o b e added a few more 

c o m m e n t s , h e l p e d e d i t t h e w o r k , and f o u n d a p u b l i s h e r . I t 

appeared i n 1914. Though p u b l i c a t i o n f i g u r e s are not a v a l a b l e , 
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i t had gone t h r o u g h a t l e a s t t h r e e p r i n t i n g s soon a f t e r i t s 

r e l e a s e . B u t p r o b a b l y b e c a u s e i t was n o t i s s u e d by a m a j o r 

p u b l i s h e r , and c o n s e q u e n t l y l a c k e d a d v e r t i s i n g , i t d i d n o t 

s h a r e t h e t r e m e n d o u s s a l e s o f Shuyo and Yo w a t a r i no m i c h i . 

R e c e n t l y , i t has been r e s u s c i t a t e d f o r a new g e n e r a t i o n o f 

r e a d e r s i n p a p e r b a c k f r o m K o d a n s h a p u b l i s h e r • a l o n g w i t h 

J ^ k e _ i r o k u ( S e l f - a d m o n i t i o n ) , w i t h a f o r w a r d b y S a t o 

M a s a h i r o . 6 3 

W i t h i n a y e a r a f t e r J i n s e i z a k k a n a p p e a r e d , N i t o b e 

p u b l i s h e d s t i l l y e t a n o t h e r book on p o p u l a r e t h i c s and s e l f -

h e l p , and a g a i n w i t h o u t e x a c t l y p l a n n i n g t o do so . W h i l e 

v i s i t i n g M o r i o k a i n t h e summer o f 1914, N i t o b e ' s c a r was 

6 4 

s t r u c k b y a b u s . He s u f f e r e d h i p i n j u r i e s a n d was 

h o s p i t a l i z e d f o r a week. L y i n g i n b e d , he c o n c e i v e d o f t h e 

book I c h i n i c h i i c h i gen (A c o l l e c t i o n o f d a i l y t h o u g h t s ) t o 

u t i l i z e t h e i d l e h o u r s . The i d e a u n d e r l y i n g t h e v o l u m e was 

s i m p l e but i n g e n i o u s . N i t o b e c o l l e c t e d 365 fragments o f h i s 

f a v o r i t e w r i t i n g s o f m o r a l i t y and a r r a n g e d one f o r each day of 

t h e y e a r , one p e r page . The p r i n t was i n e a s y - t o - r e a d l a r g e 

t y p e , comple te w i t h f u r i g a n a , f o r the busy workman and l a b o r e r 

who d i d n o t have t i m e t o l e a r n d i f f i c u l t C h i n e s e c h a r a c t e r s . 

I t was brought out i n F e b r u a r y 1915 by the J i t s u g y o no Nihon. 

By t h e end o f t h e y e a r , i t had r u n t o 24 p r i n t i n g s ; by J u l y 

1920, t o 50 p r i n t i n g s ; and by A u g u s t 1926, i t had r e a c h e d 84 
. . . 65 p r i n t i n g s . 

N i t o b e c o n t i n u e d t o w r i t e b i - w e e k l y a r t i c l e s i n t h e 

^ i ^ H E Z P . HP. a n d , i n May 1 9 1 6 , t h e c o m p a n y a g a i n 
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c o l l e c t e d h i s most recent works and published them i n a volume 
J i k e i , a s i s t e r - v o l u m e t o Shuyo. Though i t s success was not 
as g r e a t as the l a t t e r , i t t o o , had run i n t o i t s f i f t e e n t h 
p r i n t i n g by 1924. And as m e n t i o n e d above, i t has been 
r e p r i n t e d r e c e n t l y i n paperback e d i t i o n by Kodansha i n i t s 

, • . . 6 6 gakujutsu s e r i e s . 
From the l a t e M e i j i t o e a r l y T a i s h o , when a r t i c u l a t e 

feminine a c t i v i s t s began to b r i n g the problems of women i n t o 
the p u b l i c arena, N i t o b e too s p e c i f i c a l l y addressed h i s 
messages t o them. But as Aoyama Nao, i n a w e l l r e s e a r c h e d 

fi 7 
a r t i c l e shows, t h i s was not a new a c t i v i t y f o r him. From h i s 
graduate-school days i n the United States and Germany, Nitobe 
had been i n v o l v e d w i t h the w e l f a r e of women i n Japan. From 
Germany, he had c o n t r i b u t e d s e v e r a l a r t i c l e s t o the Jogaku 
z a s s h i (Women's magazine), e d i t e d by Iwamoto Z e n j i . Iwamoto, a 
C h r i s t i a n , p i o n e e r e d the modern development of women's 
e d u c a t i o n and had founded the M e i j i Jogakko ( M e i j i women's 
s c h o o l ) , an e a r l y f o r e r u n n e r of women's h i g h e r e d u c a t i o n i n 
Japan. In the pages of the magazine, Iwamoto espoused a new 
r o l e f o r women i n s o c i e t y , b a s ed upon p r i n c i p l e s o f 

6 8 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y and p e r s o n a l i t y . I n t h e 1890s, N i t o b e 
c o n t r i b u t e d s e v e r a l a r t i c l e s t o the Jogaku z a s s h i w h i l e at 
Hokkaido and a t Taiwan. A f t e r the magazine's demise, he 
c o n t i n u e d t o w r i t e f o r women i n o t h e r p u b l i c a t i o n s . D e s p i t e 
h i s myriad commitments, Nitobe found time to c o n t r i b u t e , f o r a 
p e r i o d of over t e n y e a r s , l i t t l e p i e c e s f o r women i n the 
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magazine F u j i n gaho (Women's r e p o r t e r ) . In 1917, 46 o f these 

a r t i c l e s were s e l e c t e d i n a volume F u j i n n i susumete (Advice 

to women) p u b l i s h e d by the Tokyo sha i n May 1917. P u b l i c a t i o n 

f i g u r e s f o r the book are not a v a i l a b l e , but ev idence show t h a t 

one y e a r l a t e r , i n J u n e 1 9 1 8 , i t r e a c h e d i t s f o u r t h 

. . . 70 r e p r i n t i n g . 

In J u l y 1919, w h i l e N i t o b e was t o u r i n g the U n i t e d S t a t e s 

and E u r o p e w i t h Goto S h i n p e i , h i s o l d p u b l i s h i n g f i r m , t h e 

J i t s u g y o no Nihon p u b l i s h e d H i t o r i no onna ( S t o r i e s o f women 

i n d i s t r e s s ) . The m a t e r i a l f o r t h e book came f r o m a r t i c l e s 

t h a t N i t o b e had c o n t r i b u t e d to the magazine s i n c e 1916. I t too 

s o l d w e l l i n i t s f i r s t y e a r ; by S p r i n g o f 1920, i t was i n i t s 

s i x t h p r i n t i n g . 7 1 

But N i t o b e ' s l a b o r s i n t h e s e y e a r s on b e h a l f o f t h e 

s o c i a l l y d i s a d v a n t a g e d were not l i m i t e d to the above. Much of 

h i s t h o u g h t s w e r e d i r e c t e d t o t h e c o u n t r y s i d e a n d t h e 

economic problems of a g r i c u l t u r a l workers . He expressed g r e a t 

c o n c e r n w i t h the p l i g h t o f s m a l l f a r m i n g f a m i l i e s . What would 

happen to them, he w o r r i e d , i n the r u s h toward m o d e r n i z a t i o n ? 

What w o u l d happen t o t h e t r a d i t i o n a l r u r a l l i f e s t y l e i n t h e 

face o f an e n c r o a c h i n g i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y ? 

R e g a r d i n g t h e s e q u e s t i o n s , N i t o b e d i d n o t t a k e t h e 

p o s i t i o n o f the pure a g r a r i a n s (nohonshugisha?who advocated a 

72 

r e t u r n to the o l d v a l u e s o f community and group s o l i d a r i t y . 

A g r i c u l t u r e , a l b e i t t h e f o u n d a t i o n , was b u t one o f " t h r e e 

l e g s " w h i c h u p h e l d t h e modern economy. The o t h e r two were 

commerce and i n d u s t r y . A l l t h r e e were n e c e s s a r y . To have t h e 
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l a t t e r two d e v e l o p a t t h e e x p e n s e o f t h e f o r m e r c o u l d s p e l l 

d i s a s t e r , n o t o n l y f o r t h e i n d i v i d u a l s i n v o l v e d , b u t f o r t h e 

73 

n a t i o n as w e l l . A g r i c u l t u r e had t o be i n t e g r a t e d w i s e l y 

i n t o a scheme f o r t h e b e n e f i t o f t h e c o u n t r y as a w h o l e and 

sh ou l d not be the s a c r i f i c i a l lamb to the God of P r o g r e s s . To 

t h i s e n d , N i t o b e c a l l e d f o r a n e n l i g h t e n e d r u r a l 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

W i t h Y a n a g i d a K u n i o , a t h i r t y - f i v e - y e a r - o l d g o v e r n m e n t 

o f f i c i a l i n t e r e s t e d i n r u r a l a f f a i r s , N i t o b e o r g a n i z e d an 
7 4 

i n f o r m a l s t u d y g r o u p , the G o d o k a i , i n t h e F a l l o f 1910. 

N i t o b e h i m s e l f c a l l e d the group's s tudy " j i k a t a , " an o l d term 

t h a t l i n k e d t h e s t u d y t o t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f Tokugawa p e r i o d 

s c h o l a r s . T h e i r s t u d y , ( H a g a N o b u r u s h o w s , was n o t a 
75 

d i s i n t e r e s t e d p u r s u i t o f knowledge. A concern w i t h m a t e r i a l 

improvement f o r f a r m e r s was i t s e x p l i c i t a i m . Yanagida w r i t e s 

i n the Godokai k i r o k u t h a t though the group's o r i g i n a l p l a n s 

were t o s t u d y c o n c r e t e p r o b l e m s o f a g r i c u l t u r a l e c o n o m i c s , 

t h e i r c o n c e r n s g r a d u a l l y s h i f t e d o v e r t h e y e a r s t o w a r d 

e t h n o l o g i c a l s t u d i e s (minzokugaku) o f l o c a l groups i n v a r i o u s 

p a r t s o f J a p a n . Y a n a g i d a c a r r i e d on the work begun h e r e and 

l a t e r won l a s t i n g fame as J a p a n ' s p i o n e e r i n t h e f i e l d o f 

s o c i a l a n t h r o p o l o g y . 7 6 

The G o d o k a i met r e g u l a r l y , once a m o n t h , u s u a l l y a t 

N i t o b e ' s m a n s i o n . In the c a l m , s t a t e l y a t m o s p h e r e o f t h e 

K o b i n a t a home, the members gave i n d i v i d u a l r e p o r t s f o l l o w e d by 
77 

d i s c u s s i o n s and a sumptuous meal . To make members f e e l t h a t 
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they were not impos ing on h i s h o s p i t a l i t y , N i t o b e c o l l e c t e d a 

n o m i n a l " m e m b e r s h i p fee" ( k a i h i ) t o "cover" t h e c o s t o f t h e 

d i n n e r s . T h e N i t o b e s 1 g r a c i o u s h o s p i t a l i t y , Y a n a g i d a 

r e c o l l e c t e d , was s u c h t h a t "members c o u l d n o t w a i t f o r t h e 

7 8 

n e x t m e e t i n g . " N i t o b e h i m s e l f t o o k h i s t u r n i n g i v i n g 

r e p o r t s . I s h i g u r o T a d a a t s u , l a t e r M i n i s t e r o f A g r i c u l t u r e and 

a member o f t h e g r o u p , r e c a l l s t h a t N i t o b e spoke on the 

S a n b o n g i a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s o f h i s g r a n d f a t h e r T s u t o . And on 

a n o t h e r o c c a s s i o n , he r e p o r t e d on t h e new v i l l a g e s 

t h a t s p r a n g up a f t e r t h e v o l c a n i c e r u p t i o n i n K a g o s h i m a b a y . 

N i t o b e ' s d e p a r t u r e f o r Europe i n 1919 was a p r i m a r y reason f o r 
79 

the group's d i s s o l u t i o n . 

W o r l d War I f o r m t h e b a c k d r o p o f many o f N i t o b e ' s 

w r i t i n g s i n t h i s p e r i o d . Though J a p a n , a s an a l l y o f G r e a t 

B r i t a i n , p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e f i g h t i n g f r o m t h e o u t s e t , t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s had r e m a i n e d n e u t r a l . B u t as t h e war d r a g g e d 

i n t o i t s t h i r d y e a r , she t o o e n t e r e d t h e c o n f l i c t a g a i n s t 

G e r m a n y . T h e s e d e v e l o p m e n t s g l a d d e n e d N i t o b e . G e r m a n 

m i l i t a r i s m , he wrote , r e f l e c t i n g the a t t i t u d e s o f contempory 

J a p a n e s e l i b e r a l s , was t h e p r i m e v i l l a i n i n i n i t i a t i n g t h e 

8 0 

b loodshed . R e c a l l i n g t h i s p l e a s a n t t h r e e - a n d - a - h a l f years o f 

s tudy i n the c o u n t r y some t h r e e decades e a r l i e r , he now v iewed 

Germany's problem as a f a i l u r e o f i t s l e a d e r s . P o i n t i n g to the 

c u l t u r a l a c h i e v e m e n t s t h a t had p r o d u c e d t h e l i k e s o f K a n t , 

Hegel and Goethe , he saw i n the K a i s e r ' s a m b i t i o n a c o r r u p t i o n 

o f t h e G e r m a n E n l i g h t e n m e n t . " I f o n l y t h e y h a d g o o d 

l e a d e r s h i p , t h e y c o u l d l e a d t h e w o r l d t o new h e i g h t s o f 169 



c i v i l i z a t i o n , " he r e m o r s e f u l l y added. The a l t e r n a t i v e to 
P r u s s i a n m i l i t a r i s m , i n h i s eyes, was democracy w i t h i t s noble 
e t h i c a l precepts. 

The S p i r i t of Democracy 

N i t o b e was c a p t i v a t e d by the moral i d e a l i s m of Woodrow 
Wilson, the champion of democracy, who had been h i s classmate 

8 2 

at the Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y i n 1884-85. When Wilson was 
e l e c t e d P r e s i d e n t i n 1912, N i t o b e was e l a t e d . Though long an 
admirer of Theodore Roosevelt, whose f o r c e f u l p e r s o n a l i t y and 
t h e a t r i c a l s t y l e had e a r l i e r c a p t i v a t e d him, he became 
d i s i l l u s i o n e d w i t h Roosevelt's recent behavior, p a r t i c u l a r l y 
as i t r e l a t e d t o Japan. For the sake of improved U.S.-Japan 
r e l a t i o n s , N i t o b e f e l t , the e l e c t i o n of W i l s o n was a boon. 
Wh i l e rooming w i t h Sato Shosuke i n B a l t i m o r e as a graduate 
student, Nitobe had l i v e d j u s t a few houses away from Wilson 
and had f r e q u e n t l y met him on w a l k s . Though he d i d not b u i l d a 
personal r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h Wilson as d i d Sato, Nitobe admired 
him from a d i s t a n c e . Even w h i l e a t the Johns Hopkins, W i l s o n 
exuded the a i r of a g e n t e e l "Southern a r i s t o c r a t , " and t h i s 
g r e a t l y i m p r e s s e d N i t o b e who saw "a g r e a t f u t u r e f o r him" 
though he " c o u l d not imagine t h a t he would one day be the 

8 3 

f u t u r e p r e s i d e n t of the United States." 
W i l s o n was an e t h i c a l i d e a l i s t who b e l i e v e d i n a 

transcendent moral law that could be grasped through i n t e l l e c t 
and a predisposed heart. Men and nations could f i n d guidance 
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i n t h i s law and a v o i d the f o l l i e s t h a t have plagued human 
h i s t o r y . T h i s r a t i o n a l i t y was embodied i n t h e i d e a of 
democracy. When he l e d the United States i n t o war, Wilson made 
i t a crusade: i t was a war "to make the w o r l d s a f e f o r 
democracy." Moreover, i t was t o be "a war t o end a l l wars." 
Wilson became the Pied Piper of t h i s new and powerful secular 

. . 84 r e l i g i o n , and h i s f o l l o w i n g was worldwide. 
Wilsonian democracy along w i t h i t s t w i n ideology, Marxism, 

entered Japan together and shaped the i n t e l l e c t u a l c l i m a t e of 
8 5 

t h e t i m e s . A l o n g w i t h f i r e d - u p j o u r n a l i s t s and 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s , such as Yoshino Sakuzo and Minobe T a t s u k i c h i , 
h i s colleagues at the Law Fa c u l t y , Nitobe j o i n e d i n the cause 
f o r democracy and wrote a s e r i e s of essays on the s u b j e c t f o r 

_ g g 

the J i t s u g y o no Nihon between January and May 1919. He had 
long held a deep i n t e r e s t i n the p h i l o s o p h i c a l and h i s t o r i c a l 
o r i g i n s of the democratic movement: 

I have from my youth l o v e d h i s t o r y ; e s p e c i a l l y 
Western h i s t o r y . And whenever I had t i m e , I 
i n d u l g e d i n i t . As a r e s u l t I have come t o 
b e l i e v e t h a t democracy i s not a t h i n g t h a t can 
be a v o i d e d , but i s a f o r c e t h a t i s u n i v e r s a l 
( s e k a i no t a i s e i ) . A c c o r d i n g t o t i m e and p l a c e , 
the speed of i t s development v a r i e s . But i t 
w i l l soon encompass the whole w o r l d . From my 
stu d e n t days twentVg-^f i v e y e a rs ago, I have 
f i r m l y b e l i e v e d t h i s . 

Nitobe had broached the subject of democracy e a r l i e r , he 
s a i d , i n h i s speeches and w r i t i n g s , but was "misunderstood 
because of i n s u f f i c i e n t explanation." F e e l i n g t h a t i t was too 
s t i l l too e a r l y f o r the i d e a , N i t o b e had not pursued the 
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t o p i c f u r t h e r . He was a f r a i d t h a t he w o u l d e n c o u r a g e z e a l o t s 

who, w i t h o u t f u l l y g r a s p i n g h i s meaning, might c r e a t e havoc 

t h a t "could even r e a c h the I m p e r i a l house." N i t o b e ' s r e a d i n g 

o f h i s t o r y , p a r t i c u l a r l y T h o m a s C a r l y l e ' s T h e F r e n c h 

R e v o l u t i o n , had taught him the dangers o f aroused p a s s i o n s and 

the exces se s—the b l o o d b a t h i n the s t r e e t s o f P a r i s — t h a t had 

8 8 

been c a r r i e d out i n democracy's name. 

B u t a f t e r t h e G r e a t W a r , N i t o b e f e l t t h a t t h e t i m e was 

r i p e . U s i n g h i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c c o n v e r s a t i o n a l w r i t i n g s t y l e 

t h a t avo ided a b s t r a c t i o n and t e c h n i c a l t e r m i n o l o g y , he sought 

a g a i n t o e x p l a i n d e m o c r a c y t o h i s r e a d e r s . U n l i k e Y o s h i n o , 

M i n o b e o r Oyama I k u o , h i s d i s c o u r s e on d e m o c r a c y d i d n o t 

s t r e s s p o l i t i c a l arrangements and c o n s t i t u t i o n a l measures to 
8 9 

a s s u r e l i b e r t y and i n d i v i d u a l r i g h t s . Rather h i s v i e w p o i n t 

was g l u e d on t h e i d e a ' s m o s t e l e m e n t a l a s p e c t s . In i t s 

e s s e n t i a l s , he s t r e s s e d , d e m o c r a c y " i s n o t a p o l i t i c a l 

phenomenon , n o r i s i t c h a n g i n g l a w s o r i n s t i t u t i o n s . " I t i s 
9 0 

s i m p l y " r e s p e c t i n g each o t h e r ' s humanity ." 

To N i t o b e , t h e most w e i g h t y and t h e most m i s u n d e r s t o o d 

e lement o f the s l o g a n , Freedom, E q u a l i t y and F r a t e r n i t y , which 

had been t h e r a l l y i n g c r y o f t h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n , was the 

c o n c e p t o f f r e e d o m . F r e e d o m i m p l i e d , i n N i t o b e ' s e y e s , a 

h i g h l y deve loped i n d i v i d u a l i z e d c o n s c i e n c e t h a t judged mat ters 

o f r i g h t a n d w r o n g . I n t e r n a l s a n c t i o n s , n o t e x t e r n a l 

p r o h i b i t i o n s , c o n s t i t u t e d the c o r e of freedom. But N i t o b e was 

aware t h a t i n d i v i d u a l i t y as a c o n c e p t was a b s e n t f r o m t h e 
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to f i n d a p p r o p r i a t e words to t r a n s l a t e M i l l ' s On L i b e r t y i n t o 

J a p a n e s e and d o u b t e d t h a t most r e a d e r s o f t h e book c o u l d 

g r a s p t h e a b s t r a c t i o n s i n v o l v e d . B e c a u s e i n d i v i d u a l i t y was 

most h i g h l y d e v e l o p e d i n t h e W e s t , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n B r i t a i n , 

N i t o b e p r a i s e d t h e s e c o u n t r i e s and e x h o r t e d h i s r e a d e r s t o 
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emulate t h e i r a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s . 

The A n g l o - S a x o n p e o p l e s were t h e most a d v a n c e d i n t h e 

p r a c t i c e o f d e m o c r a c y . E v e n t h e F r e n c h , t h o u g h t h e y c a r r i e d 

o u t t h e R e v o l u t i o n i n i t s name, had i m p o r t e d t h e i d e a f r o m t h e 

9 3 

B r i t i s h . To i l l u s t r a t e how i n g r a i n e d t h e d e m o c r a t i c h a b i t 

was i n E n g l a n d N i t o b e r e l a t e d the f o l l o w i n g s t o r y from h i s own 

e x p e r i e n c e . When i n L i v e r p o o l i n 1887, he was s t r o l l i n g a lon g 

the water f r o n t a t dusk and s p o t t e d some l a b o r e r s w a l k i n g home 

a f t e r a d a y ' s w o r k . He was c l o s e enough t o o v e r h e a r t h e i r 

c o n v e r s a t i o n . They were d e b a t i n g the G l a d s t o n e government's 

I r i s h Home R u l e B i l l t h a t was b e i n g d e b a t e d i n p a r l i a m e n t . 

T h e i r l i v e l y c o n v e r s a t i o n soon a t t r a c t e d a s m a l l g r o u p . 

L i s t e n i n g t o t h e a r g u m e n t s , N i t o b e , was amazed a t t h e i r 

p o l i t i c a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s . A f t e r a w h i l e , a p o l i c e m a n came by 

a n d , N i t o b e s a y s a d m i r i n g l y , w i t h one w o r d , " g e n t l e m e n ! , " 

p e a c e f u l l y d i s m i s s e d t h e c r o w d . In J a p a n , N i t o b e r u e f u l l y 

a c k n o w l e d g e d , p o l i c e m e n r e l i e d on f o r c e and c o e r c i o n to 

d i s b a n d p o l i t i c a l meet ings , which were u s u a l l y h i g h l y - p i t c h e d , 

e m o t i o n a l a f f a i r s . S u c h were t h e d e m o c r a t i c s e n s i b l i t i e s o f 

t h e E n g l i s h . J a p a n e s e , he f e l t , w o u l d have t o a t t a i n t h i s 

l e v e l o f p o l i t i c a l s o p h i s t i c a t i o n and b e h a v i o r t o make 
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democracy work. 

To e x p l a i n the con c e p t o f e q u a l i t y w h i c h i s as f r e q u e n t l y 

m i s u n d e r s t o o d as freedom, N i t o b e made t h e c r u c i a l d i s t i n c t i o n 

b e t w e e n e q u a l i t y o f a b i l i t i e s a n d e q u a l i t y o f r i g h t s . 

Though democracy p o s t u l a t e d e q u a l i t y as a fundamental axiom, 

men were not endowed e q u a l l y by n a t u r e . In h i s d o w n - t o - e a r t h 

manner N i t o b e drove home h i s p o i n t i n the f o l l o w i n g passage: 

On r i d i n g a j i n r i k i s h a , t h e t h o u g h t a l w a y s 
o c c u r s t o me t h a t my a r m s do n o t h a v e t h e 
s t r e n g t h t o p u l l t h e v e h i c l e ; my l e g s do n o t 
have t h e power t o t r e a d o v e r a l o n g r o a d . The 
p u l l e r who g i v e s me a r i d e has many t i m e s t h e 
s t r e n g t h o f my arms and l e g s . He does work f o r 
w h i c h I g l a d l y pay h i m . E a c h one w i t h h i s 
a b i l i t i e s make up f o r t h e s h o r t c o m i n g s o f t h e 
o t h e r . . . However, on m a t t e r o f p e r s o n a l i t y 
( j i n k a k u ) , he t o o , l i k e m y s e l f i s a p e r s o n . We 
a r e i n t h a t r e s p e c t e q u a l . I r e s p e c t h i s 
b e l i e f s and h i s f e e l i n g s ... T h i s c o n d i t i o n does 
n o t c h a n g e ^ ^ v e n i f he be a k i n g o r o t h e r r o y a l 
personage. 

T a i s h o d e m o c r a c y , as e x p l a i n e d by N i t o b e and o t h e r 

p u b l i c i s t s f o r t h e new movement d i d not go u n c h a l l e n g e d . Many 

f e l t t h a t t h e t e n e t s c o n t a i n e d i n t h e new d o c t r i n e 

c o n t r a d i c t e d , i n d e e d t h r e a t e n e d , t h e n a t i o n a l p o l i t y t h a t 

l e g i t i m i z e d as the c o r e of a f a m i l y s t a t e the Emperor and the 
9 6 

I m p e r i a l f a m i l y . N i t o b e , d e s p i t e h i s A n g l o - A m e r i c a n 

b i a s e s , e x p l a i n e d t h a t democracy need n ot a l w a y s accompany a 

r e p u b l i c a n form o f government. Democracy i s c o m p a t i b l e w i t h a 

monarchy t o o , as i n B r i t a i n . And even i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , he 

s a y s , t h e r o o t s o f d e m o c r a c y were a l r e a d y p r e s e n t p r i o r t o 

c o l o n i a l i n d e p e n d e n c e . O p p o n e n t s o f t h e d e m o c r a t i c i d e a , he 
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urged, should f i r s t understand the d o c t r i n e before they pass 
judgment. How can they understand i t s shortcomings i f they do 
not g i v e i t a h e a r i n g ? Though N i t o b e d i d not c r i t i c i z e the 
government's c e n s o r s h i p , he p o i n t e d t o the p r e s s i n g need to 
a l l o w ideas i n general, not only democratic ones, to be openly 
d i s c u s s e d and g i v e n a chance to win adherents on t h e i r own 
m e r i t s . 

Nitobe's advocacy of democracy and h i s a c t i v e r o l e i n 
p r o p a g a t i n g i t s message can be seen as an e x t e n t i o n of h i s 
work on s e l f - c u l t i v a t i o n d e s c r i b e d above. He h i m s e l f , i n a 
key essay "Heimindo," w r i t t e n on board ship headed f o r America 
and published i n the A p r i l 1st 1919 issue of the J i t s u g y o no 
Nihon, d e s c r i b e s h i s f o r m u l a t i o n of democracy, which he 
p r e f e r s t o c a l l "heimindo" r a t h e r than "minponshu-gi" or 
"minshushugi." Bushido was an e t h i c a l code l i m i t e d to a narrow 
s t r a t u m of w a r r i o r s i n a c l a s s - r i d d e n s o c i e t y . But, as he 
c a r e f u l l y p o i n t e d out i n h i s f i n a l c h a p t e r of the book, a 
passage which many commentators on the book have missed, 
Bushido i s an e t h i c t h a t belonged to a bygone age. I t would be 
replaced by the more i n c l u s i v e e t h i c , "heimindo," t h a t would 
encompass the whole population. Though shorn of i t s p o l i t i c a l 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s i n i n s t i t u t i o n s , t h i s e t h i c , at the core, would 
imbue the sentiments and f e e l i n g s based on respect f o r persons 

9 8 
which i s the essence of democratic l i f e and p r a c t i c e . 

N i t o b e c a r e f u l l y watched the r i s e of America i n w o r l d 
a f f a i r s a f t e r her entry i n t o World War I. United States' power 
and i n f l u e n c e d i d not s u r p r i s e him; he had l o n g f o r e s e e n her 
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emergence as the w o r l d l e a d e r i n i n d u s t r y and commerce. On h i s 

C a r n e g i e Exchange P r o f e s s o r s h i p i n 1912, he had m a r v e l l e d a t 

the r a p i d d e v e l o p m e n t s a l l o v e r t h e c o u n t r y . E v e n i n t h e 

midwest , i n I l l i n o i s and M i n n e s o t a , where he had l e c t u r e d f o r 

one month e a c h , the b u r g e o n i n g i n d u s t r i e s had c a u g h t h i s 

9 9 

e y e . The J a p a n e s e , he s t a t e d i n p r i n t , p r o b a b l y t o e x h o r t 

h i s r e a d e r s t o g r e a t e r d i l i g e n c e "worked w i t h o n l y 1/10 t h e 

o u t p u t o f t h e A m e r i c a n . " J . P . M o r g a n ' s h o n o r a r y d e g r e e f r o m 

H a r v a r d , c o n t r a r y t o t h e s n i c k e r s o f J a p a n e s e i n t e l l e c t u a l s 

t h a t t h i s s y m b o l i z e d the c o m m e r c i a l i s m to which academia had 

bowed i n t h e U . S . , was t o N i t o b e a s i g n o f t h e c r e a t i v e 

i m a g i n a t i o n o f the A m e r i c a n n a t i o n . 1 0 0 P r a c t i c a l y e t v i s i o n a r y 

men, f u l l o f e n e r g y , were h o n o r e d f o r t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n t o 

s o c i e t y . Here was d e m o c r a c y i n i t s r i p e s t b l o o m . I f B r i t a i n 

had g i v e n b i r t h t o t h e i d e a o f d e m o c r a c y , i t was i n A m e r i c a 

t h a t the i d e a had been r e a l i z e d . "Her p e o p l e a r e l i v i n g 

s p e c i m e n s o f d e m o c r a c y , " he e x c l a i m e d . " W i t h o u t k n o w i n g 

d e m o c r a c y , one c a n n o t e x p l a i n A m e r i c a n h i s t o r y , s o c i a l 

p r o b l e m s , and even l i t e r a t u r e and a r t . " 1 0 1 

In F e b r u a r y 1917, as the U n i t e d S t a t e s p r e p a r e d to e n t e r 

the c o n f l i c t i n E u r o p e , N i t o b e c a l l e d f o r s p e c i a l i z e d Japanese 

r e s e a r c h on A m e r i c a n s t u d i e s . He h i m s e l f h a d , f o r t h e p a s t 

twenty y e a r s , f r e q u e n t l y commented on the U n i t e d S t a t e s i n h i s 

s p e e c h e s and a r t i c l e s . B u t i n t h e a c a d e m i c s , t h e r e were no 

s p e c i a l i z e d d i s c i p l i n e s or r e s e a r c h e r s who focused e x c l u s i v e l y 

on A m e r i c a . N i t o b e f e l t t h a t t h e t i m e t o d e v e l o p s u c h 
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s p e c i a l i s t s had a r r i v e d . 1 0 2 

T h i s c o n c e r n was n o t u n i q u e t o N i t o b e a l o n e . In the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s , A l o n z o B a r t o n Hepburn, cha i rman of the board of 

t h e C h a s e M a n h a t t a n Bank and a s u p p o r t e r o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g , proposed i n a l e t t e r to Shibusawa E i i c h i , the 

i n f l u e n t i a l i n d u s t r i a l i s t , t h a t an Endowed C h a i r be c r e a t e d 

a t Tokyo U n i v e r s i t y f o r the s tudy o f Amer ican d i p l o m a c y . Funds 

f o r the p r o j e c t , H e p b u r n had s a i d , w o u l d be d o n a t e d by t h e 

A m e r i c a n s . The mat ter was r e f e r r e d to P r e s i d e n t Yamakawa of To 

d a i , a n d a f t e r some a d j u s t m e n t s , a c h a i r i n A m e r i c a n 

103 
C o n s t i t u t i o n , H i s t o r y and Dip lomacy was c r e a t e d . 

To i n i t i a t e t h e p r o g r a m , a s e r i e s o f l e c t u r e s was 

u n d e r t a k e n by M i n o b e T a t s u k i c h i , Y o s h i n o Sakuzo and N i t o b e . 

Minobe l e c t u r e d on the U.S. C o n s t i t u t i o n ; Yosh ino on A m e r i c a n 

D i p l o m a c y ; and N i t o b e on t h e e a r l y h i s t o r y o f t h e c o u n t r y . 

S a i t o M a k o t o , who had g l i m p s e d p a r t s o f N i t o b e ' s d i a r y f o r 

t h i s p e r i o d , w r i t e s t h a t N i t o b e f e l t a " n e r v o u s n e s s " a b o u t 

the l e c t u r e s w h i c h r e f l e c t e d h i s l a c k o f c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e 

10 4 

s u b j e c t m a t t e r . The f i v e l e c t u r e s , w h i c h he gave i n a 

s e r i e s between F e b r u a r y and A p r i l 1918, were l a t e r p u b l i s h e d 

by Yuhikaku under the t i t l e Be ikoku kenkoku y o s h i . 1 0 ^ 

In s e t t i n g up the. Hepburn C h a i r i n A m e r i c a n S t u d i e s , the 

t h e f a c u l t y c o u n c i l had d e t e r m i n e d t h a t i t be f i l l e d by a 

j u n i o r s c h o l a r , "a young and p r o m i s i n g man" who p o s s e s s e d 

language s k i l l s and s u f f i c i e n t f l e x i b i l i t y to endure s e v e r a l 

y e a r s o f s t u d y a b r o a d . S e l e c t e d f o r t h e p o s t was T a k a g i 

Y a s a k a , second son of the w e l l - k n o w n s c h o l a r o f E n g l i s h , Kanda 
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N a i b u . A c c o r d i n g to T a k a g i , who was then work ing as a minor 

o f f i c i a l i n the M i n i s t r y o f T r e a s u r y a f t e r a year o f Graduate 

work a t T o d a i , he was f i r s t a p p r o a c h e d by N i t o b e . Though t h e 

a c t u a l s e l e c t i o n p r o c e d u r e i s n o t known, N i t o b e , who had 

p o w e r f u l f r i e n d s i n key p o s t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e Law F a c u l t y , 

p r o b a b l y e x e r t e d g r e a t i n f l u e n c e t o have T a k a g i s e l e c t e d . 

A f t e r t h r e e y e a r s o f s tudy a b r o a d , T a k a g i r e t u r n e d to f i l l the 

c h a i r i n 1923. He r e m a i n e d a c l o s e d i s c i p l e o f N i t o b e and 

c o n t i n u e d to speak h i g h l y o f h i s t e a c h e r u n t i l the end of h i s 
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l i f e i n 1984. 

In May 1919, N i t o b e t o o k a l e a v e o f a b s e n c e f r o m t h e 

u n i v e r s i t y to accompany Goto S h i n p e i to the U n i t e d S t a t e s and 

E u r o p e t o v i e w t h e a f t e r m a t h o f what G o t o had c a l l e d "the 

g r e a t d r a m a t h a t had c o s t 6 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 y e n . " ( r o k u s e n 
— 10 8 — 

okuen k a k a t t a o s h i b a i ) . G o t o was c u r i o u s t o see the 

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e p o s t w a r w o r l d and s t a n d by a t t h e 

c r e a t i o n o f a new w o r l d o r d e r . A c c o m p a n i e d by M a r y and a few 

o f h i s c l o s e s t d i s c i p l e s , N i t o b e began h i s s e v e n t h v o y a g e 

a c r o s s t h e P a c i f i c . L i t t l e d i d he know t h a t a new c h a l l e n g e 

a w a i t e d h i m w h i c h w o u l d a d d t o h i s r e p u t a t i o n as an 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l f i g u r e : s e r v i c e w i t h the newly c o n c e i v e d League 

of, N a t i o n s . 
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Sunset and even ing s t a r , 
And one c l e a r c a l l f o r me! 

And may t h e r e be no moaning o f the b a r , 
When I put out to s e a , 

But such a t i d e as moving seems a s l e e p , 
Too f u l l f o r sound and foam, 

When t h a t which drew from out. the boundles s deep 
Turns a g a i n home. 

T w i l i g h t and even ing b e l l , 
And a f t e r t h a t the d a r k ! 

And may t h e r e be no sadness o f f a r e w e l l , 
When I embark; 

For though from out our bourne of Time and P l a c e 
The f l o o d may bear me f a r , 

I hope to see my P i l o t face t o f a c e , 
When I have c r o s s e d the b a r . 

A l f r e d (Lord) Tennyson , C r o s s i n g the Bar 
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A man t o be i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y 
minded must f i r s t have h i s f e e t 
planted f i r m l y on the ground of 
h i s n a t i v e s o i l . He then l i f t s 
h i s head and l o o k s round upon 
the wide world, and f i n d s where 
he i s s t a n d i n g and w h i t h e r he 
must go. 
Nitobe Inazo, E d i t o r i a l 

J o t t i n g s [June 7, 1930] 

CHAPTER SEVEN 

At t h e League o f N a t i o n s : 1919-1926 

On January 25, 1919, r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the v i c t o r i o u s 

a l l i e s g a t h e r e d a t P a r i s agreed t h a t "a League of N a t i o n s be 
c r e a t e d t o promote i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o o p e r a t i o n , t o i n s u r e the 
f u l f i l l m e n t of accept e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n s and t o 
provide safeguards against war." 1 They appointed a commission, 
chai r e d by Woodrow Wilson, w i t h members from fourteen nations, 
i n c l u d i n g Japan, to work on the p r o j e c t . A f t e r s e v e r a l months 
of d e l i b e r a t i o n s i n v o l v i n g many meetings and compromises, the 
t e x t of the Covenant was f o r m a l l y adopted at a plenary session 

2 
of the Peace Conference, on A p r i l 28, 1919. 

The Japanese delegates, though conspicuous among the f i v e 
great powers f o r t h e i r s i l e n c e at the Peace Conference, were 
more outspoken on the League of N a t i o n s Commission. Her 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , Makino Nobuaki, c h i e f delegate, and Viscount 
Chinda, the Ambassador t o London, p a r t i c i p a t e d a c t i v e l y i n 
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d i s c u s s i o n s d e a l i n g w i t h d i sarmament , a r b i t r a t i o n and r a c i a l 
3 

e q u a l i t y . Though the r a c i a l e q u a l i t y c l a u s e t h a t Japan urged 

be i n s e r t e d i n t o t h e L e a g u e ' s C o v e n a n t was r e j e c t e d by t h e 

c o m m i s s i o n , J a p a n d i d n o t l e a v e t h e Peace C o n f e r e n c e e m p t y -

handed. She had won s i g n i f i c a n t c o n c e s s i o n s . At the expense o f 

t h e C h i n e s e , J a p a n was a l l o w e d t o s t a y i n S h a n t u n g , as w e l l as 

h o l d t r u s t e e s h i p over the M i c r o n e s i a n i s l a n d s . S a t i s f i e d w i t h 

h e r g a i n s , J a p a n a g r e e d t o work w i t h t h e E u r o p e a n p o w e r s t o 

b u i l d a new framework f o r c o n d u c t i n g d i p l o m a c y which was based 

on t h e L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s w i t h i t s c o n c e p t o f c o l l e c t i v e 

s e c u r i t y to m a i n t a i n p e a c e . 4 

The League was o f f i c i a l l y c r e a t e d on 26 January 1920 when 

t h e V e r s a i l l e s a c c o r d s were d e p o s i t e d a t t h e F r e n c h F o r e i g n 

O f f i c e i n P a r i s . In i t s ques t to a c h i e v e i t s i d e a l i s t i c g o a l , 

the League deve loped many new i n s t i t u t i o n s and adopted n o v e l 

measures. I t s a c t i v i t i e s were a l l encompass ing and d e a l t w i t h 

p o l i t i c s , e conomics , h e a l t h , l a b o r , c u l t u r e , and e d u c a t i o n . 5 

But f r o m i t s v e r y b e g i n n i n g t h e L e a g u e s u f f e r e d u n d e r 

s e r i o u s c o n s t r a i n t s . F i r s t and f o r e m o s t , i t was a c r e a t u r e of 

the n a t i o n a l s t a t e s which v iewed i t w i t h a m b i v a l e n c e . J e a l o u s 

o f t h e i r s o v e r e i g n t y , they never gave the League the e f f e c t i v e 

p o w e r s t o c a r r y o u t i t s m i s s i o n . M o r e o v e r , t h e 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of member n a t i o n s were never f u l l y s p e l t out . 

E v e n t u a l l y , t h i s weakness w o u l d p r o v e t o be t h e L e a g u e ' s 

u n d o i n g . A s e c o n d o b v i o u s weakness was t h e a l o o f n e s s o f t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s . W i t h o u t i t s p a r t i c i p a t i o n , t h e L e a g u e was 

h i n d e r e d from the v e r y o u t s e t . N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the pes s imism 
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held by many on the prospects of success, and i n s p i t e of 

these s e r i o u s handicaps, the League su r v i v e d i t s b i r t h and, 
6 

after a few stormy years, managed to expand and prosper. 

The leaders of Great B r i t a i n and France, Ramsay MacDonald 

and Edouard H e r r i o t , attended the Assembly i n 1924, thus 

s e t t i n g a d i p l o m a t i c p r e c e d e n t of g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e : 

l e g i t i m i z i n g the League as an international forum for debating 

and r e s o l v i n g the c h i e f p o l i t i c a l i s sues of the day. Since 

then, foreign ministers of the major powers gathered regularly 
7 

i n Geneva f o r Co u n c i l and Assembly meetings. 

In the m i d - t w e n t i e s , the League a c h i e v e d s e v e r a l 

noteworthy successes, using c o n c i l i a t o r y measures, which 

heightened i t s p r e s t i g e . In the Spring of 1926, Germany was 

admitted as a member. Even the United States, which was cool 

to the o r g a n i z a t i o n i n the f i r s t years, began to cooperation 

i n n o n - p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s . By 1929, the League had reached 

the z e n i t h of i t s i n f l u e n c e . Only a f t e r the outbreak of the 

Manchurian C r i s i s i n 1931 would the League's l i m i t a t i o n s be 
g 

starkly revealed. 

The Path to the League: Travels with Goto Shinpei 

The press i n Japan was f i l l e d with news of the l a t e s t 
d evelopments i n P a r i s a f t e r the opening of the Peace 

9 
Conference i n January, 1919. Nitobe, who was busy w r i t i n g 

h i s a r t i c l e s on democracy f o r the J i t s u g y o no Nihon, took a 

keen i n t e r e s t i n l a t e s t news from abroad. When Goto Shinpei 183 



asked him to come a l o n g on a t r i p to v iew the postwar changes 

i n A m e r i c a and E u r o p e , N i t o b e a g r e e d . T a k i n g a l e a v e o f 

absence from the I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y , he and Mary and s e v e r a l 

d i s c i p l e s j o i n e d the Baron . They l e f t Yokohama and a r r i v e d i n 

San F r a n c i s c o on May 2 1 t h , 1 9 1 9 . 1 0 In t h e n e x t s e v e n t y - t w o 

d a y s , t h e y t o u r e d t h e c o u n t r y a n d met l e a d i n g p u b l i c 

f i g u r e s . 1 1 

In C a l i f o r n i a , t h e y met t h e w o r l d r e n o w n e d b o t a n i s t 

L u t h e r Burbank and were i n t e r v i e w e d by the C h i e f E d i t o r o f the 

Los Angeles E x p r e s s . In C h i c a g o , they were honored gues ts a t a 

l u n c h e o n h o s t e d by t h e U n i v e r s i t y C l u b o f t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f 

Chicago whose members N i t o b e had addressed e i g h t y e a r s b e f o r e . 

At another luncheon a few days l a t e r i n S p r i n g f i e l d I l l i n o i s , 

t h e b i r t h p l a c e o f Abraham L i n c o l n , G o t o d e l i v e r e d a k e y n o t e 

s p e e c h i n J a p a n e s e w h i c h N i t o b e i n t e r p r e t e d i n t o E n g l i s h . 

P a s s i n g t h r o u g h D e t r o i t , t h e y met H e n r y F o r d and t o u r e d t h e 

b u r g e o n i n g a u t o m o b i l e p l a n t . They t h e n made New Y o r k t h e i r 

home base , but took f r e q u e n t e x c u r s i o n s down to Washington and 

P h i l a d e l p h i a . N e a r l y every day, they met w i t h a g r e a t v a r i e t y 

of b u s i n e s s , academic , media and p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s , among them 

the p u b l i s h e r Frank Doubleday, Thomas E d i s o n , S idney G u l i c k , 

W i l l i a m M c A d o o , A l o n z o H e p b u r n and t h e c h i e f e d i t o r s o f t h e 

New Y o r k T i m e s , t h e New R e p u b l i c and The N a t i o n . On May 7 t h , 

t h e y v i s i t e d C h a r l e s E v a n H u g h e s , t h e f u t u r e S e c r e t a r y o f 

S t a t e , and spoke about A m e r i c a ' s a t t i t u d e toward the League 

12 
o f N a t i o n s . 

A f t e r a g r u e l i n g f o r t y days on t h e E a s t C o a s t , G o t o , 
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N i t o b e , and h i s f o u r d i s c i p l e s , T s u r u m i Y u s u k e , Kasama A k i o , 

T a j i m a M i c h i j i , and Iwanaga Y u k i c h i t r a v e l l e d to H a l i f a x , Nova 

13 

S c o t i a , where t h e y e m b a r k e d f o r E n g l a n d on May 3 1 s t . S i x 

days l a t e r , the group a r r i v e d a t Southampton and e n t r a i n e d f o r 

L o n d o n . T h e y s p e n t June i n L o n d o n s i g h t s e e i n g and v i s i t i n g 

such l u m i n a r i e s as James B r y c e , whom N i t o b e had met i n 1912, 

and R o b e r t C e c i l , t h e l e a d i n g spokesman f o r t h e L e a g u e o f 

N a t i o n s U n i o n . G o t o ' s i m p r e s s i o n o f C e c i l was t h a t "he was 

l i k e G e n e r a l Nogi ." Three days b e f o r e they l e f t E n g l a n d , they 
14 

had an audience a t Buckingham P a l a c e w i t h K i n g George V. 

They e m b a r k e d f o r P a r i s on June 3 0 t h . And t h e day a f t e r 

t h e y a r r i v e d , t h e y went t o see t h e J a p a n e s e Peace C o n f e r e n c e 
15 

d e l e g a t e s , headed by S a i o n j i K m m o c h i , a t the H o t e l B r i s t o l . 

From t h i s m e e t i n g s p r i n g s an a p o c r y p h a l s t o r y a b o u t N i t o b e 

w h i c h has now a t t a i n e d t h e ' s t a t u s o f a m y t h . The s t o r y goes 

t h a t t h e d e l e g a t e s were w r a c k i n g t h e i r b r a i n s t o f i n d a 

s u i t a b l e c a n d i d a t e f o r t h e p o s i t i o n o f U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y 

G e n e r a l . J u s t t h e n , G o t o and h i s p a r t y w a l k e d i n . M a k i n o , 

s p y i n g N i t o b e , c r i e d out " a , koko n i i t a ! " (why, h e r e he 

i s ! ) 1 6 D r a m a t i c t h o u g h i t may s o u n d , i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e 

r e a l i t y was d i f f e r e n t and a b i t more c o m p l i c a t e d . 

N i t o b e ' s name h a d a l r e a d y b e e n s u b m i t t e d t o E r i c 
17 

Drummond, the S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , a l m o s t two weeks e a r l i e r . 

H o w e v e r , h i s name was s u b m i t t e d w i t h o u t p r i o r k n o w l e d g e o f 

what the rank would be. Drummond a p p a r e n t l y wanted the pos t to 

be on a d i r e c t o r ' s l e v e l , b u t he succumbed t o p r e s s u r e t o 185 



r a i s e i t t o t h a t o f U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l , f o r " i t w o u l d 

c r e a t e a v e r y u n f o r t u n a t e i m p r e s s i o n i f J a p a n o f t h e f i v e 
18 

p o w e r s was p u t on a g r a d e l o w e r t h a n t h e o t h e r f o u r powers." 

I t seems t h a t N i t o b e was unaware o f what was t a k i n g 

p l a c e . The d e l e g a t e s k e p t q u i e t on t h e s e l e c t i o n p r o c e d u r e , 

and even Goto was not p r i v y t o t h e appointment. A f t e r s pending 

a few days i n P a r i s , w h i c h i n c l u d e d a meeting w i t h Clemenceau 

and a t o u r o f t h e famous P a l a c e a t V e r s a i l l e s , t he group l e f t 

t o v i s i t t h e b a t t l e f i e l d s o f t h e War. Then t h e y c o n t i n u e d on 

t o B r u s s e l s , where t h e y p a i d a c o u r t e s y c a l l on t h e K i n g o f 

Belg i u m . Next, a f t e r v i s i t i n g W a t e r l o o , t h e y r e c r o s s e d the 
19 

c h a n n e l on J u l y 1 8 t h and r e t u r n e d t o London. Two da y s 

l a t e r , C h i n d a v i s i t e d G oto f r o m P a r i s t o b r e a k t h e news o f 

Nitobe's s e l e c t i o n as Under S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l and r e q u e s t e d 

Goto's a p p r o v a l f o r t h e move. G o t o c o n s e n t e d , and o n l y t h e n 
20 

was N i t o b e h i m s e l f n o t i f i e d . He r e p o r t e d t h e momentous news 

t o Anna C h a l c e i n P r o v i d e n c e , Rhode I s l a n d on August 12th: I have been most u n e x p e c t e d l y and u n s o u g h t l y 
a p p o i n t e d D i r e c t o r o f a S e c t i o n , and one o f t h e 
f o u r U n d e r - S e c r e t a r i e s G e n e r a l . When I t h i n k o f 
t h e change i n my c a r e e r , I f e e l a f r e s h t h a t 
t h e r e i s a G u i d i n g Hand above me. I c o n f e s s I do 
n o t t r u s t i n my a b i l i t y b u t t h e c a u s e w h i c h I 
s e r v e i s c e r t a i n l y d e s e r v i n g o f a l l my e n e r g y . 
When t h e o f f e r was p r e s s e d upon me by V i s c o u n t 
C h i n d a and B a r o n M a k i n o , o u r Pea c e d e l e g a t e s , 
and by B a r o n Goto and by y o u n g e r f r i e n d s 
T surumi and T a j i m a , t h e y were a b s o l u t e i n t h e i r 
a s s e r t i o n t h a t t h i s i s t h e c a r e e r f o r w h i c h my 
p a s t e x p e r i e n c e s and my d o m e s t i c l i f e have been 
p o i n t i n g . 

H i s i c h i k o s t u d e n t , Konoe F u m i m a r o , t r a v e l l i n g as 
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S a i o n j i ' s s e c r e t a r y , c h a n c e d t o r u n i n t o N i t o b e on t h e 

s t r e e t s o f London a r o u n d t h i s t i m e and had l u n c h w i t h h i m . 

N i t o b e t o l d h i m o f t h e a p p o i n t m e n t . The p r i n c e r e c o l l e c t e d 
22 

l a t e r t h a t he had never seen N i t o b e so happy. 

Work i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l S e c r e t a r i a t 

The S e c r e t a r i a t was one o f t h e t h r e e m a i n o r g a n s o f t h e 
23 

new League of N a t i o n s . I t s f u n c t i o n was t o conduct th e d a i l y 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d u t i e s o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n , p l a n n i n g and 

p r e p a r i n g t h e agenda f o r t h e League's C o u n c i l s , c o l l e c t i n g 

d a t a , and c o - o r d i n a t i n g t h e work o f t h e C o u n c i l and t h e 

A s s e m b l y . And t h e S e c r e t a r i a t s e r v e d as t h e l i a i s o n f o r t h e 

League i n i t s d e a l i n g s w i t h n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l b o d i e s . 

I t was h e aded by a S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , whose d u t i e s were 

p r i m a r i l y t h a t o f an a d m i n i s t r a t o r , r a t h e r t h a n a p o l i t i c i a n 
24 

o r c h i e f o f s t a t e . S i r James E r i c Drummond, a c a r e e r 

o f f i c i a l i n t h e B r i t i s h F o r e i g n O f f i c e , was a p p o i n t e d t h e 

f i r s t S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l . He had a s t a f f o f u n d e r - S e c r e t a r i e s 

G e n e r a l a n d D i r e c t o r s o f S e c t i o n s , e a c h w i t h h i s own 

p e r s o n n e l . Members o f t h e S e c r e t a r i a t w e r e i n d e p e n d e n t f r o m 

any n a t i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t ; t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e was t o t h e League 

a l o n e from w h i c h t h e y drew t h e i r s a l a r i e s , and t o w h i c h t h e y 
25 

were f u l l y a c c o u n t a b l e . 

Drummond began h i s work i m m e d i a t e l y . Even b e f o r e t h e 

League was f o r m a l l y l a u n c h e d , he s t a r t e d t h e d i f f i c u l t t a s k of 

l a y i n g t h e g r o u n d w o r k f o r t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n . S e t t i n g up h i s 
H e a d q u a r t e r s i n L o n d o n , he a p p o i n t e d two s u b o r d i n a t e s , an 
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A m e r i c a n Raymond F o s d i c k and a Frenchman Jean Monnet. To f i l l 

o u t t h e r e s t o f h i s h i g h - l e v e l s t a f f , Drummond d i d n o t have 

comple te f reedom, s i n c e h i s appointments had to be made from 

the c a n d i d a t e s recommended by the r e s p e c t i v e member n a t i o n a l 

2 6 

governments . Though Drummond may not have been p l e a s e d w i t h 

t h i s s y s t e m o f r e c r u i t m e n t , t h e men who i n i t i a l l y g a t h e r e d 

a r o u n d h i m d i d n o t d i s a p p o i n t h i m . F r a n k B o u d r e a u d e s c r i b e s 

t h e s o r t o f p e r s o n s who c o m p r i s e d t h e o r i g i n a l s t a f f i n t h e 

S e c r e t a r i a t : 

In t h e f i r s t y e a r s , when no one c o u l d f o r e s e e 
how t h e L e a g u e w o u l d s u c c e e d i t a p p e a l e d t o 
persons imbued w i t h the s p i r i t o f adventure . I t 
t o o k c o u r a g e t o g i v e up good p o s i t i o n s a t home 
f o r the unknown abroad . Hence e a r l y r e c r u i t s to 
t h e s t a f f p o s s e s s e d the a t t r i b u t e s w h i c h a r e 
c o m m o n l y f o u n d i n t h o s e o f an a d v e n t u r o u s 
d i s p o s i t i o n . They were d e v o t e d more g r e a t l y t o 
t h e c a u s e o f t h e L e a g u e t h a n t o t h e i r own 
a d v a n c e m e n t ; t h e y b r o u g h t t o t h e i r work t h e 
e n e r g y and e n t h u s i a s m o f t h e p i o n e e r , and what 
some o f them may have l a c k e d i n t r a i n i n g and 
k n o w 1 e d g ^ t h e y made up f o r i n z e a l a n d 
d e v o t i o n . 

But much of the success f o r the League's S e c r e t a r i a t l a y 

w i t h Drummond h i m s e l f . In h i s own p l o d d i n g but m e t i c u l o u s way, 

the former p r i v a t e s e c r e t a r y to A r t h u r B a l f o u r had t r a n s f o r m e d 

a m o t l e y g r o u p o f men and women f r o m d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e 

w o r l d i n t o an e f f e c t i v e w o r k i n g u n i t o f over s i x hundred men 

2 8 

and women—the w o r l d ' s f i r s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l c i v i l s e r v i c e . In 

the D i r e c t o r s M e e t i n g , he e x h o r t e d s u b o r d i n a t e s to behave i n 

so i m p e c c a b l e a way t h a t c r i t i c s o f the L e a g u e c o u l d f i n d no 

f a u l t w i t h w h i c h t o a t t a c k t h e L e a g u e . "Even o u t s i d e o f f i c e 
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h o u r s , " he s t r e s s e d , "we . . . c o n t i n u e t o be a c o r p o r a t e b o d y , 

and the c r e d i t o f the whole [ i s ] a f f e c t e d by the a c t o f [the] 

29 

i n d i v i d u a l . " 

In t h i s c l o s e l y k n i t b u t p r o t o c o l - c o n s c i o u s o r g a n i z a 

t i o n , N i t o b e r a n k e d , as Under S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l , o n l y beh ind 

D r u m m o n d a n d J e a n M o n n e t , t h e y o u t h f u l F r e n c h D e p u t y 

S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l . He e q u a l l e d F o s d i c k . At f i f t y - s e v e n he was 

much o l d e r t h a n t h e y - - D r u m m o n d was f o r t y - s e v e n , F o s d i c k 

t h i r t y - f i v e , Monnet t h i r t y - - a n d he commanded a s p e c i a l 

30 

r e s p e c t . In the S e c r e t a r i a t , and i n Geneva a t l a r g e , he was 

a d d r e s s e d as " D r . N i t o b e . " C o l l e a g u e s l o o k e d a t h i m as a 

f a t h e r l y - f i g u r e and saw i n h i m a wi sdom g a r n i s h e d o v e r many 

l o n g y e a r s . F r a n k W a l t e r s , who s e r v e d w i t h N i t o b e f r o m t h e 

v e r y f i r s t and l a t e r became an U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l and 

D i r e c t o r o f t h e P o l i t i c a l S e c t i o n , r e c a l l e d N i t o b e i n t h e s e 

words: 
[ H i s ] q u a l i t i e s as a c o l l e a g u e were i n d e e d 
e x c e p t i o n a l : u n f a i l i n g k indness and c o r d i a l i t y ; 
a d e v o t i o n t o d u t y and t o t h e i d e a l s o f t h e 
L e a g u e w h i c h knew no b o u n d s ; a w i s e j u d g m e n t , 
o f t e n a l l t h e more i l l u m i n a t i n g b e c a u s e i t 
seemed t o come f r o m d e e p e r s o u r c e s t h a n t h o s e 
w h i c h i n s p i r e m o s t p e o p l e ' s o p i n i o n s on 
p o l i t i c a l or a d m i n i s t r a t i v e q u e s t i o n s . . . . t h o s e 
who came t o Geneva w i t h t h e p u r p o s e o f f i n d i n g 
t h e t r u e p r i n c i p l e s o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o 
o p e r a t i o n — w r i t e r s , t e a c h e r s , and t h i n k e r s , who 
c a r e d l e s s f o r t h e i m m e d i a t e p r o b l e m s o f t h e 
days t h a n f o r u n d e r l y i n g t r u t h s and i d e a l s o f 
the League—never f a i l e d to f i n d i n s t r u c t i o n and 
i n s p i r a t i o n f r o m I n a z o N i t o b e ; and t h i s was 
e q u a l l y t r u e w h e t h e r t h e s e e k e r came f r o m h i s 
own A s i a t i c continent, o r f r o m E u r o p e , o r f r o m 
the New W o r l d . 
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Though e s t e e m e d and r e s p e c t e d by many, N i t o b e had h i s 

s h a r e o f c r i t i c s . S u g i m u r a Y o t a r o r e c o l l e c t e d t h a t two 

3 2 

D i r e c t o r s , "a c e r t a i n M r . R and M r . H d i d n o t l i k e h i m , " 

H i s S e c t i o n w i t h i n t h e S e c r e t a r i a t a p p e a r s t o have r u n v e r y 

w e l l . A c c o r d i n g t o W a l t e r s , " [ t ] h e r e was no o f f i c e i n w h i c h 
3 3 

more v i s i t o r s w e r e r e c e i v e d o r m o r e w o r k d o n e . . . . " 

H i s p r i v a t e s e c r e t a r y Irene S t a f f o r d r e c a l l e d : 
He was a f r i e n d of a l l . I f a t f i r s t s i g h t he d i d 
not take to a c e r t a i n p e r s o n , he would go out of 
h i s way t o c u l t i v a t e h i s a c q u a i n t a n c e i n o r d e r 
t o d i s c o v e r the good p o i n t s o f h i s c h a r a c t e r . 
' M a l i c e t o w a r d n o n e , c h a r i t y f o r a l l ' was a 
maxim which he c a r r i e d out i n s p i r i t and l e t t e r , 
and one c o u l d say o f h i m w i t h t r u t h ^ h a t he 
l oved h i s ne ighbor b e t t e r than h i m s e l f . 

N i t o b e ' s c a r e e r background w i t h no p r e v i o u s e x p e r i e n c e i n 

p o l i t i c s or d i p l o m a c y r e l e g a t e d him a t the League to work on 

n o n - s e n s i t i v e p r o j e c t s . U n l i k e W i l l i a m R a p p a r d , head o f t h e 

Mandates s e c t i o n , or F r i d j o f Nansen, the c h a r i s m a t i c e x p l o r e r 

and N o b e l P r i z e w i n n e r who d i r e c t e d t h e R e f u g e e S e c t i o n , o r 

even h i s Japanese s u c c e s s o r to the U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l ' s 

p o s i t i o n , S u g i m u r a Y o t a r o , who was a t r a i n e d d i p l o m a t , 

N i t o b e ' s work a t t h e L e a g u e was n o t o f t h e f i r s t o r d e r . 

D e a l i n g w i t h c u l t u r e and thought , they were seen as p e r i p h e r a l 

to the more i m p o r t a n t p o l i t i c a l and economic t a s k s t h a t faced 

the League. But t h i s does not seem to have d i s t u r b e d him s i n c e 

h i s i n c l i n a t i o n was n o t p o l i t i c s . P o l i t i c a l q u e s t i o n s had 

n e v e r r e a l l y i n t e r e s t e d h i m , t h o u g h he k e p t up w i t h the more 

35 
i m p o r t a n t d a y - t o - d a y deve lopments . From the v e r y b e g i n n i n g , 
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a l o n g w i t h h i s U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l ' s s t a t u s , he was 

e n t r u s t e d w i t h the D i r e c t o r s h i p o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Bureau of 

the L e a g u e whose f u n c t i o n was o u t l i n e d i n A r t i c l e 24 o f t h e 

Covenant . 

There s h a l l be p l a c e d under the d i r e c t i o n o f the 
L e a g u e a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l b u r e a u s a l r e a d y 
e s t a b l i s h e d by g e n e r a l t r e a t i e s , i f the p a r t i e s 
to such t r e a t i e s consent . A l l such i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
bureaus and a l l commiss ions f o r the r e g u l a t i o n 
of mat ters o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t h e r e a f t e r 
c o n s t i t u t e d s h a l l be p l a c e d under the d i r e c t i o n 
o f the League. 

N i t o b e t h r e w h i m s e l f w h o l e h e a r t e d l y i n t o h i s work upon 

h i s e n t r y i n t o t h e S e c r e t a r i a t . W i t h two l i e u t e n a n t s , L l o y d 

and K o e c k e n b e e c k , he v i s i t e d t h e U n i o n des A s s o c i a t i o n 

N a t i o n a l e s i n B r u s s e l s t o i n v e s t i g a t e how i t f a r e d t h e w a r . 

And on h i s way b a c k , he s t o p p e d by t h e Hague t o see t h e 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n t e r m e d i a r y I n s t i t u t e . He spent the next year 

b u s i l y d e v e l o p i n g a w o r k a b l e u m b r e l l a o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r a l l 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s . B u t f i n a n c i a l p r o b l e m s and 

n e g l e c t h i n d e r e d much of h i s e f f o r t s . On one v i s i t to P a r i s to 

i n s p e c t t h e g r o u p s t h e r e , he r e p o r t e d t h a t o f t h e f i f t e e n he 

had s e e n , "n ine p r o v e d t o be d e f u n c t , " and " o n l y two o r t h r e e 

3 8 
were f l o u r i s h i n g . " 

W i t h o n l y a t i n y budget and a s m a l l s t a f f , the work t h a t 

39 

h i s I n t e r n a t i o n a l Bureau c o u l d do was l i m i t e d . In the f i r s t 

two y e a r s , N i t o b e c o n c e n t r a t e d t h e b u r e a u ' s r e s o u r c e s on 

s e r v i c e as an i n f o r m a t i o n c e n t e r f o r the v a r i o u s i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . H i s o f f i c e sent out hundreds o f l e t t e r s to a l l 
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known o r g a n i z a t i o n s , g o v e r n m e n t a l and p r i v a t e , and c o m p i l e d 

t h e i n f o r m a t i o n i n t o a v o l u m e , Handbook o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

4 0 

O r g a n i z a t i o n s , w h i c h was p u b l i s h e d i n 1922. I t c o n t a i n e d 

data on some 312 i n t e r n a t i o n a l groups , e s t a b l i s h e d p r i v a t e l y 

or by governments , w i t h a summary of i t s h i s t o r y , o b j e c t i v e s , 

and g e n e r a l a c t i v i t i e s . I t s e r v e d f o r o v e r a d e c a d e as t h e 

s t a n d a r d source o f i n f o r m a t i o n on i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

and was r e v i s e d s e v e r a l t i m e s ; the l a s t e d i t i o n a p p e a r i n g i n 

41 
1937. 

N i t o b e ' s e n e r g i e s w e r e a l s o e x p e n d e d o n t h o s e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i s h i n g t o come u n d e r t h e a u s p i c e s o f t h e 

L e a g u e . H i s f i r s t m a j o r s u c c e s s was t h e e s t a b l i s h i n g o f t h e 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l H y d r o g r a p h i c Bureau , whose purpose was t o c o 

o r d i n a t e t h e work o f s e v e r a l n a t i o n s on t h e s t u d y o f o c e a n 
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c u r r e n t s and o t h e r m a r i t i m e phenomena. 

But N i t o b e ' s most famous a c c o m p l i s h m e n t , and the source 

o f h i s g r e a t e s t p r i d e i n h i s s e v e n y e a r s a t t h e L e a g u e , was 
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the Committee on I n t e l l e c t u a l C o o p e r a t i o n . The g e r m i n a t i o n 

o f t h i s p r o j e c t l a y i n a p r o p o s a l by t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f r o m 

Be lg ium on the League o f N a t i o n s Commiss ion who proposed t h a t 

" i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n t e l l e c t u a l r e l a t i o n s " s h o u l d be i n c l u d e d 

w i t h i n t h e C o v e n a n t . Though i g n o r e d a t t h a t t i m e , t h e i d e a 

was d i s c u s s e d i n the F i r s t Assembly o f the League. L a t e r , a t a 

C o u n c i l m e e t i n g , Le B o u r g e o i s , t h e F r e n c h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , 

moved t h a t a c o m m i t t e e t o d e a l w i t h " q u e s t i o n s o f 

i n t e l l e c t u a l c o - o p e r a t i o n and e d u c a t i o n " be s e t up . The 
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p r a c t i c a l w o r k i n g m a c h i n e r y was t u r n e d o v e r t o t h e 

44 
S e c r e t a r i a t , and Drummond gave the p r o j e c t to N i t o b e . 

N i t o b e worked on an agenda f o r the C o u n c i l to d e l i b e r a t e , 

and an a p p o i n t e d r a p p o r t e u r was s e l e c t e d to p r e s i d e over the 

w o r k . T w e l v e s c h o l a r s o f d i v e r s e n a t i o n a l and i n t e l l e c t u a l 

b a c k g r o u n d , i n c l u d i n g s e v e r a l w o r l d r e n o w n f o r t h e i r 

i n d i v i d u a l a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s , were a p p o i n t e d to the commiss ion . 

They i n c l u d e d D. N. B a n e r j e e , P r o f e s s o r o f P o l i t i c a l Economy 

a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l c u t t a ; H e n r i B e r g s o n , H o n o r a r y 

P r o f e s s o r o f P h i l o s o p h y a t t h e C o l l e g e o f F r a n c e ; K r i s t i n e 

B o n n e v i e , P r o f e s s o r o f Z o o l o g y a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f 

C h r i s t i a n i a ; A. de C a s t r o , Dean of the F a c u l t y o f M e d i c i n e a t 

the U n i v e r s i t y o f R i o de J a n e i r o ; Mme. C u r i e - S k l o d o w s k a , 

P r o f e s s o r o f P h y s i c s a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f P a r i s ; J . D e s t r e e , 

f o r m e r F r e n c h M i n i s t e r o f S c i e n c e s and A r t s ; A . E i n s t e i n , 

P r o f e s s o r o f P h y s i c s a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f B e r l i n ; G e o r g e 

H a l l e , P r o f e s s o r of A s t r o p h y s i c s a t the U n i v e r s i t y of C h i c a g o ; 

G i l b e r t M u r r a y , P r o f e s s o r o f Greek a t Oxford U n i v e r s i t y ; G. de 

R e y n o l d s , P r o f e s s o r o f French L i t e r a t u r e a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f 

B e r n ; F . R u f f i n i - , P r o f e s s o r o f E c c l e s i a s t i c a l Law a t t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y o f T u r i n ; and L . de T o r r e s Quevedo, D i r e c t o r to the 
45 

L a b o r a t o r i o E l e c t r i m e c a n i c o i n M a d r i d . 

To p u l l t h i s d i v e r s e g r o u p t o g e t h e r i n t o a w o r k i n g u n i t 

became N i t o b e ' s t a s k . Be tween J a n u a r y 1922, when t h e C o u n c i l 

d e c i d e d to a p p o i n t the commit t ee , u n t i l August 1922 when the 

committee met f o r the f i r s t t i m e , he b u s i l y corresponded w i t h 

t h e s e s c h o l a r s . Madame C u r i e was r e l u c t a n t t o t a k e t h e j o b , 
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f o r she f e a r e d t h a t i t "would t a k e t o o much t i m e f r o m h e r 

work." A good d e a l of p e r s u a s i o n by N i t o b e c o n v i n c e d her t h a t 

46 

the t a s k was w o r t h w h i l e . When E i n s t e i n q u i t f o r no apparent 

r e a s o n , N i t o b e , r e a l i z i n g t h e p r e s t i g e t h e German p h y s i c i s t 

would l end to the commit t ee , e n l i s t e d G i l b e r t Murray and H e n r i 

B e r g s o n ' t o u s e t h e i r i n f l u e n c e t o p e r s u a d e t h e G e r m a n 
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p h y s i c i s t . E i n s t e i n served f o r a few y e a r s . 

The Committee f o r I n t e l l e c t u a l C o o p e r a t i o n met f o r the 

f i r s t t i m e i n J u l y 1922. There a d e c i s i o n was made to support 

t h r e e s u b c o m m i t t e e s : (1) I n t e l l e c t u a l P r o p e r t y ; (2) 

B i b l i o g r a p h y ; (3) U n i v e r s i t i e s . Over t h e n e x t few y e a r s , i t 
4 8 

e x p a n d e d i t s a c t i v i t i e s . By 1930, t h r e e a d d i t i o n a l s u b 

c o m m i t t e e s d e a l i n g w i t h o t h e r a s p e c t s o f i n t e l l e c t u a l l i f e 

were a d d e d . And t h e number o f members on t h e C o m m i t t e e 

i n c r e a s e d t o f i f t e e n . The b i g g e s t b o o s t i n t h e C o m m i t t e e ' s 

work came i n 1924 when the F r e n c h government a l l o t e d funds to 

to se t up an I n s t i t u t e f o r I n t e l l e c t u a l C o o p e r a t i o n i n P a r i s , 

w h i c h was a t t a c h e d t o t h e C o m m i t t e e . A l s o , s u b s e q u e n t l y , i n 

d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s , n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s f o r i n t e l l e c t u a l 
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c o o p e r a t i o n appeared . 

N i t o b e s p e n t most o f h i s l a s t y e a r s w i t h t h e L e a g u e , 

u n t i l h i s r e t i r e m e n t i n December 1926, w o r k i n g w i t h t h e 

C o m m i t t e e f o r I n t e l l e c t u a l C o o p e r a t i o n . A t t h e D i r e c t o r s 

M e e t i n g s , he r e p o r t e d on the p r o g r e s s of the v a r i o u s programs 

o f t h e sub-c<|mmi t t e e s ; when t r a v e l l i n g o r b u s y w i t h o t h e r 

m a t t e r s , he sent a s u b o r d i n a t e , e i t h e r h i s Japanese a s s i s t a n t , 194 



H a r a d a K e n , o r a n o t h e r member o f h i s o f f i c e , M. O r e s t r u , t o 

p r e s e n t t h e s e c t i o n ' s r e p o r t t o Drummond and t h e o t h e r 
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d i r e c t o r s . From t i m e t o t i m e , he a t t e n d e d c o n f e r e n c e s on 

E s p e r a n t o and r e p r e s e n t e d the League's S e c r e t a r i a t a t meet ings 

p e r t a i n i n g t o e d u c a t i o n a l m a t t e r s , s u c h as t h e E d u c a t i o n a l 
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C o n f e r e n c e h e l d i n E d i n b u r g h i n summer 1925. T h r o u g h h i s 

p o s i t i o n a t t h e L e a g u e , he a l s o became a c q u a i n t e d w i t h many-

p r i v a t e i n t e r n a t i o n a l g r o u p s , such as the Quaker I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

and t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l Women f o r P e a c e , t o whose E x e c u t i v e 

S e c r e t a r y , E m i l y B a l c h , he s e n t e n c o u r a g i n g l e t t e r s o f 
4- 52 s u p p o r t . 

Spokesman f o r the League 

In the e a r l y y e a r s , to p u b l i c i z e the League and i t s work 

to c i t i z e n s o f a l l member n a t i o n s was deemed an i n d i s p e n s i b l e 

t a s k . O n l y by w i n n i n g t h e i r s u p p o r t c o u l d t h e L e a g u e be 

a s sured o f i t s s u r v i v a l . She had many champions i n i t i a l l y . In 

A m e r i c a Woodrow W i l s o n f o u g h t h a r d , w i t h o u t s u c c e s s , t o 

persuade an o b s t i n a t e Congress o f the League's v i r t u e s . A f t e r 

much s t a t i c on c a p i t o l h i l l , he t u r n e d t o a d i f f e r e n t 

s t r a t e g y : d i r e c t a p p e a l t o t h e A m e r i c a n p e o p l e . B u t h i s 

d r a m a t i c a c t i o n s were a l l i n v a i n ; the c o u n t r y r e j e c t e d h i s 

i d e a l i s t i c message of i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m and peace to r e t u r n to 
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i t s t r a d i t i o n a l i s o l a t i o n . 

B u t e l s e w h e r e o t h e r p r o m i n e n t l e a d e r s c a r r i e d on t h e 

League's banner . Two of the most n o t a b l e were a South A f r i c a n 

B o e r , Jan Smuts, and an E n g l i s h a r i s t o c r a t , S i r Robert 
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C e c i l . S m u t s , as e a r l y as t h e summer o f 1918, had penned a 

v o l u m e e n t i t l e d "The L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s : A P r a c t i c a l 

S u g g e s t i o n . " Many o f t h e p r o p o s a l s he l i s t e d h e r e w e r e 

s u b s e q u e n t l y i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o the Covenant . Throughout h i s 

l i f e , he gave t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n u n w a v e r i n g s u p p o r t . R o b e r t 

C e c i l , a M i n i s t e r i n t h e B r i t i s h g o v e r n m e n t , was a t i r e l e s s 

c r u s a d e r f o r t h e L e a g u e . He had even q u i t a m i n i s t e r i a l 

p o s i t i o n to head the League o f N a t i o n s Union i n su p p or t o f the 

L e a g u e , and p l a y e d an i m p o r t a n t r o l e i n w i n n i n g B r i t a i n ' s 
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r a t i f i c a t i o n f o r the T r e a t y and the Covenant . 

The League needed p u b l i c i t y to b o l s t e r i t s r e p u t a t i o n and 

hence i t s e f f e c t i v e n e s s as a m e d i a t i n g body. L u c k i l y , through 

t h e p r e s e n c e o f s t r o n g p e r s o n a l i t i e s , i t was a b l e t o a t t a i n 

i t s a i m s . I n c l u d e d among the n o t a b l e s were Leon B u r g e o i s , the 

f i e r y r a d i c a l s ena tor from F r a n c e ; the above mentioned F r i d j o f 

N a n s e n ; t h e C z e c h , E d w a r d B e n e s ; t h e G r e e k l a w y e r , N i c h o l a s 
. . 56 P o l i t i s ; and the Swedish s o c i a l i s t , B r a n t m g . In i t s heyday, 

the League s e r v e d to c a t a p u l t many d i p l o m a t s i n t o fame. They 

i n c l u d e d A r i s t i d e B r i a n d from F r a n c e , and Gustave Stresemann 

i n Germany, and Austen C h a m b e r l a i n from B r i t a i n , a l l o f whom 

a c h i e v e d t h e i r r e p u t a t i o n s t h r o u g h p e r f o r m a n c e s a t t h e 
5 7 

League s A s s e m b l y . 

The S e c r e t a r i a t , the body of the League most i m m e d i a t e l y 

concerned w i t h the d a y - t o - d a y o p e r a t i o n s , d i d not have anyone 

w i t h the c h a r i s m a of these i n d i v i d u a l s . The r a n k i n g o f f i c e r , 

E r i c Drummond, was n o t an e f f e c t i v e p u b l i c i s t . T a l l and l e a n 
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w i t h "a s m a l l head, a long neck w i t h a prominent Adam's a p p l e , 

a l o n g nose and p a l e g r a y e y e s , Drummond, an h e i r t o a 

S c o t t i s h e a r l d o m , w i t h h i s w i r y a p p e a r a n c e r e s e m b l e d a 

5 8 

' S c o t t i s h t e r r i e r . ' " U n t i l h i s a p p o i n t m e n t as S e c r e t a r y -

G e n e r a l , he h a d b e e n i n t h e B r i t i s h F o r e i g n O f f i c e f o r 

n i n e t e e n y e a r s , s e r v i n g s u c c e s s i v e l y as p r i v a t e s e c r e t a r y to 

Edward G r e y , H e r b e r t A s q u i t h , and then A r t h u r B a l f o u r . Though 

a " p e r f e c t s e c r e t a r y " w i t h a g e n i u s f o r o r g a n i z a t i o n and t h e 

" r a r e g i f t f o r c o n c i l i a t i n g d i v e r g e n t p o s i t i o n s " i n 

c o n t r o v e r s i e s , he was a shy man and a p p a r e n t l y " f r i g h t e n e d of 
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speechmaking." So whenever o c c a s i o n s arose which r e q u i r e d 

c r) 

p u b l i c appearances , Drummond e n t r u s t e d the t a s k to N i t o b e . 

I s h i i K i k u j i r o , Japanese r e p r e s e n t a t i v e on the League's 

C o u n c i l , had asked Drummond why he a lways sent N i t o b e out on 

these p u b l i c i t y d r i v e s . Drummond r e p l i e d t h a t "Nitobe i s the 
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most e f f e c t i v e s p e a k e r t h a t we h a v e . " The h u n d r e d s o f 

speeches t h a t N i t o b e had made over h i s long and d i v e r s e c a r e e r 

now s e r v e d h i m w e l l . He had d e v e l o p e d t h e k n a c k o f t u n i n g i n 

to t h e r e c e p t i v i t y o f h i s l i s t e n e r s and had p o l i s h e d h i s 

d e l i v e r y s t y l e t o become a p o p u l a r l e c t u r e r . Whenever he 

s p o k e , he c a p t u r e d h i s a u d i e n c e w i t h w e l l c r a f t e d s p e e c h e s 

t h a t abounded w i t h w i t and humor . In t h e e a r l y y e a r s , he made 

f o r a y s i n t o v a r i o u s p a r t s o f Europe to crusade f o r the League. 

The b e s t known o f t h e s e e a r l y e f f o r t s has been p r i n t e d i n a 

p a m p h l e t , "What t h e L e a g u e Has Done a n d i s D o i n g . " The 

o r i g i n a l t e x t o f t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n came f r o m a l e c t u r e 

d e l i v e r e d a t the U n i v e r s i t y of B r u s s e l s on September 13th and 
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14th, 1919. 

B u t N i t o b e was v a l u a b l e t o D r u m m o n d n o t o n l y as a 

s p e a k e r . As t h e o n l y J a p a n e s e o f r a n k i n t h e S e c r e t a r i a t , he 

s e r v e d as a c o n d u i t f o r t h e S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l t o p a s s 

i n f o r m a t i o n to and from the Japanese government. H i s c o n s t a n t 

i n t e r a c t i o n s w i t h F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y p e o p l e , s u c h as I s h i i , 

moreover , p r o v i d e d him w i t h i n s i d e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t was o f t e n 

u s e f u l t o t h e S e c r e t a r i a t . Whenever v i s i t o r s f r o m J a p a n 

a r r i v e d i n Geneva, N i t o b e or h i s deputy , Harada Ken, s erved as 

h o s t s . T h e m o s t d i s t i n g u i s h e d J a p a n e s e g u e s t t h a t he 

e n t e r t a i n e d , and whom Drummond found "a f r i e n d to the League," 

was the Roya l P r i n c e K i t a s h i r a k a w a who came i n J u l y 1922. 

J a p a n ' s r o l e i n t h e L e a g u e f r o m t h e v e r y f i r s t had been 

ambiguous. Only a f t e r much debate , had she d e c i d e d to j o i n the 

64 

league . Though she supported the League, her f o r e i g n p o l i c y 

d i d not r e l y much upon the League's mechanisms. Indeed, Thomas 

Burkman p o i n t s o u t , Japanese d i p l o m a t s such as I s h i i were more 

f a v o r a b l e t o r e g i o n a l a c c o r d s , as w o r k e d o u t i n t h e L o c a r n o 
6 5 

agreements , than the m e d i a t i o n o f the League. Throughout the 

1920s , J a p a n a v o i d e d u s i n g Geneva as a f o r u m f o r h e r f o r e i g n 

a f f a i r s p r o b l e m s , but she a v i d l y p a r t i c i p a t e d on the t e c h n i c a l 
6 6 

c o m m i s s i o n s , i n a r e a s s u c h as H e a l t h o r L a b o r . A n o t a b l e 
e x a m p l e o f J a p a n ' s l a c k o f r e l i a n c e upon t h e L e a g u e i s how 
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she d e a l t w i t h the U n i t e d S t a t e s on the I m m i g r a t i o n i s s u e . 

Though t h e r e were some r u m o u r s i n t h e S e c r e t a r i a t t h a t t h e 

Japanese might b r i n g the i s s u e to the League f o r a r b i t r a t i o n , 
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the J a p a n e s e s k i r t e d t h e L e a g u e a l t o g e t h e r . W h i l e N i t o b e 

served i n Geneva, the o n l y major i s s u e t h a t Japan p a r t i c i p a t e d 

was i n m a k i n g a b e l a t e d p r o p o s a l r e g a r d i n g t h e G e n e v a 

P r o t o c o l . 

J a p a n c o u l d n o t be a c t i v e i n the L e a g u e f o r two main 

r e a s o n s . One was p o l i t i c a l ; the o t h e r , g e o g r a p h i c a l . The f i r s t 

was the League's p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h E u r o p e a n - c e n t e r e d problems 

w h i c h , f o r J a p a n as a F a r E a s t r e g i o n a l p o w e r , was o f i n d i r e c t 

c o n c e r n a t b e s t ; and the second p r o b l e m , not u n r e l a t e d to the 
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f i r s t , was the g r e a t p h y s i c a l d i s t a n c e o f Japan from Geneva. 

These b a r r i e r s , which e f f e c t i v e l y i s o l a t e d Japan i n the 

League's d e l i b e r a t i o n s , were o f major c o n c e r n to Drummond and 

N i t o b e a l i k e . At the D i r e c t o r ' s Meet ing on October 22, 1924, 

N i t o b e announced t h a t he would v i s i t Japan on a s h o r t t r i p to 

p r o m o t e t h e L e a g u e . He c a l l e d on t h e D i r e c t o r s t o i n f o r m h i m 

of any mat ter t h a t they would l i k e him to d i s c u s s w i t h members 

o f [the] Japanese government. 

S i n c e he had as sumed o f f i c e f i v e y e a r s b e f o r e , he had 

r e t u r n e d home. He wanted to touch Japanese s o i l a g a i n and see 

the c h a n g e s i n Tokyo a f t e r the G r e a t E a r t h q u a k e t h e y e a r 

b e f o r e . P r o b a b l y most o f a l l he w a n t e d t o see h i s f a m i l y ; 

t h e r e had been a new a d d i t i o n whom he had n e v e r s e e n , h i s 

g r a n d d a u g h t e r , T a k e k o , who was b o r n i n 1920. T h e r e were 

a l s o p e r s o n a l chores to a t t e n d t o , such as the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 

o f h i s K a m a k u r a s u m m e r h o u s e w h i c h t h e e a r t h q u a k e h a d 

c o m p l e t e l y d e s t r o y e d . 7 0 

He s a i l e d f r o m M a r s e i l l e s on November 2nd on b o a r d t h e 
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SS H a k u s a n and a r r i v e d i n J a p a n t h i r t y - s i x days l a t e r . He 

t o o k t h e I n d i a n Ocean r o u t e . D e s p i t e h i s r e l a t i v e s and many 

f r i e n d s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , he p u r p o s e l y a v o i d e d g o i n g 

t h e r e . E a r l i e r t h a t y e a r , t h e U .S . C o n g r e s s had p a s s e d t h e 

G e n e r a l I m m i g r a t i o n A c t w h i c h so a n g e r e d h i m t h a t he swore 
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never to s t ep f o o t i n the c o u n t r y u n t i l the a c t was revoked . 

E i g h t years l a t e r , he would break t h i s vow. 

N i t o b e began to s tump f o r t h e L e a g u e even b e f o r e he 

a r r i v e d i n J a p a n . On b o a r d s h i p , N i t o b e gave a l e c t u r e t o 

J a p a n e s e p a s s e n g e r s ; and on a s t o p - o v e r i n S h a n g h a i , he gave 

s e v e r a l s p e e c h e s t o t h r e e d i f f e r e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s . A r r i v i n g 

i n Kobe on December 8 t h , he w a s t e d no t i m e : two s p e e c h e s 

were d e l i v e r e d , one a t the League o f Union Branch i n Kobe, and 

l a t e r t h a t day t o a g e n e r a l a u d i e n c e o f a b o u t 950 i n O s a k a . 

H i s v i s i t home was f i l l e d t o t h e b r i m w i t h a g r u e l i n g w o r k . 

K a t h e r i n e W i l l a r d E d d y , a m i s s i o n a r y and E n g l i s h t e a c h e r 

w o r k i n g w i t h t h e YMCA i n T o k y o , who l i v e d i n t h e N i t o b e ' s 

K o i s h i k a w a home w h i l e the N i t o b e ' s were i n G e n e v a . She 

r e c o l l e c t e d N i t o b e ' s v i s i t w i t h g r e a t c l a r i t y : 

In the morning when he l e f t f o r c o n f e r e n c e s a l l 
the h e l p e r s i n t h e house . . . a s s e m b l e d i n t h e 
h a l l , one h o l d i n g h i s c a n e , a n o t h e r h i s c o a t , 
another h i s h a t , e t c , and then when he was f u l l y 
ready they s tood under the p o r t c o c h e r e , bowing 
low as he e n t e r e d h i s c a r and was d r i v e n away. 
When he r e t u r n e d a t n i g h t , no m a t t e r what t h e 
t i m e , a g a i n t h e y were t h e r e t o g r e e t h i m , b o t h 
d o o r s w i d e open and a l l t h e l i g h t s t u r n e d o n , 
and f a t i g u e d t h o u g h he was he a l w a y s had some 
p l e a s a n t b i t o f the days [ s i c ] do ings to pass on 
t o t h e m . They and we r e a l i z e d day by day t h a t we 
were l i v i n g u n d e r the same r o o f w i t h a g r e a t 
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man.... 

A s i d e from about a week's break d u r i n g the New Ye a r s , 
when he spent w i t h h i s f a m i l y and a t t e n d e d t o p e r s o n a l 
a f f a i r s , Nitobe was busy w i t h p u b l i c appearances u n t i l he l e f t 
Japan on February 15th. He "spoke 85 t i m e s and the audiences 
t o t a l l e d ] , a t the l o w e s t e s t i m a t e , more than 50,000." He 
spent f o r t y - s i x days l e c t u r i n g and another t w e n t y - f i v e days 
g i v i n g i n t e r v i e w s to the press. His l i s t e n e r s were v a r i e d and 
i n c l u d e d members from a l l s t r a t a of s o c i e t y . Members of the 
Royal Family, i n c l u d i n g the Pr i n c e Regent H i r o h i t o and Prince 
C h i c h i b u , i n v i t e d him t o speak a t the Emperor's r e s i d e n c e on 
the January 17th and 19th r e s p e c t i v e l y ; and he addressed the 
P r i v y C o u n c i l and f o u r m i n i s t e r s of government on January 
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18th. 

He a l s o spoke to Sei y u k a i Dietmen, to i n f l u e n t i a l bankers 
and businessmen, engineers and educators, i n d u s t r i a l i s t s and 
r e l i g i o u s leaders, pharmacists and merchants, u n i v e r s i t y and 
c o l l e g e s t u d e n t s , women's and f o r e i g n e r s groups, and many 
other o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Most of h i s speeches were d e l i v e r e d i n or 
around Tokyo, though he made one long speaking tour to c e n t r a l 
and western Japan from January 10th t i l l the 30th. I t included 
Nagoya, Kyoto, Osaka, Nara, Wakayama, Kobe, Okayama, Fukuoka, 
Nagasaki, Kumamoto, Yawata, and Hiroshima. A l l who came heard 
him preach and p r a i s e the i d e a l s of the League. 

Nitobe, who soon a f t e r h i s appointment to the League had 
w r i t t e n i n 1920 to Foreign M i n i s t e r Uchida to gain support f o r 
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the League i n Japan, found t h e government f u l l y i n s u p p o r t of 

t h e League. S h i d e h a r a K i j u r o , t h e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r t o l d h i m 

t h a t " n e i t h e r he -- n o r h i s p r e d e c e s s o r -- has e v e r had any 

d i f f i c u l t y i n o b t a i n i n g i n P a r l i a m e n t what he a s k e d f o r t h e 
7 5 

e x p e n s e s o f t h e League." B u t N i t o b e f o u n d t h a t J a p a n e s e 

g e n e r a l l y were i g n o r a n t o f t h e L e a g u e , e x c e p t f o r some 

y o u t h f u l s u p p o r t e r s . Though he d i d n o t e n c o u n t e r much a c t i v e 

o p p o s i t i o n , some, p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e i n m i l i t a r y a n d 

e d u c a t i o n a l c i r c l e s , h e l d g r a v e r e s e r v a t i o n s a b o u t t h e 

League's u t i l i t y . I n h i s r e p o r t t o Drummond, N i t o b e i d e n t i f i e d 

and s u m m a r i z e d i n t o t e n p o i n t s t h e s k e p t i c i s m t h a t he f o u n d 

many t o h a r b o u r : 
1. I s not the League a s u p e r - S t a t e - "a house on a r o o f " , 

as we s a y ? Does i t n o t i n t r u d e i n t o t h e s o v e r e i g n 
r i g h t s of an independent S t a t e ? [ s i c ] 

2. Can war r e a l l y be a v o i d e d , when t h e h i s t o r y o f e v e r y 
n a t i o n has shown i t t o be so f r e q u e n t and a p p a r e n t l y 
so i n e v i t a b l e ? 

3. Can man e v e r be so tamed as t o o u t l i v e h i s i n s t i n c t o f 
p u g n a c i t y ? 

4. F o r t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f w o r l d p e a c e , i s t h e League 
r a d i c a l enough i n i t s c o n c e p t i o n and d e m o c r a t i c enough 
i n i t s c o n s t i t u t i o n , and u n i v e r s a l enough i n i t s 
c o m p o s i t i o n ? 

5. I s i t t r u e t h a t t h e League i s s e c r e t l y manned by t h e 
Jews, whose u l t i m a t e purpose i t t h e d i s r u p t i o n o f a l l 
o r g a n i z e d s o c i e t y ? 

6. Are t h e n a t i o n s of the w o r l d , i n c l u d i n g the Members of 
t h e L e a g u e , r e a l l y i n c l i n e d t o r e s o r t t o p e a c e f u l 
means, o r i s n o t s o - c a l l e d "Peace" a p r e t e n c e f o r a 
v e i l e d p r e p a r a t i o n f o r w a r ? What i s t h e m e aning o f 
t h e S i n g a p o r e Base? 

7. I s n o t t h e League an i n s t r u m e n t o f t h e G r e a t P o w e r s 
f o r t h e p r o s e c u t i o n o f t h e i r own s e l f i s h ends? 
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8. Is i t n o t an o r g a n i z a t i o n c o n v e n i e n t and p r o f i t a b l e 
o n l y to Europe? What b e n e f i t does i t c o n f e r upon A s i a 
and upon Japan i n p a r t i c u l a r ? 

9. Is t h e L e a g u e w o r t h t h e money o u r c o u n t r y pays f o r i t s 
s u p p o r t ? 

10. As l o n g as A m e r i c a s t a y s outs^Lde i t s p a l e , c a n t h e 
L e a g u e be o f much use t o J a p a n ? 

N i t o b e expended much e f f o r t t o d i s p e l t h e s e d o u b t s . To 

e a c h , he c o u n t e r e d and p a r r i e d . Though n o t o r i g i n a l l y a 

d i p l o m a t , he h a d , i n r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e L e a g u e ' s i n t e r e s t i n 

J a p a n , t o become one . H i s a r g u m e n t s were u n e v e n and n o t w e l l 

d e v e l o p e d . R e g a r d i n g t h e f i r s t f i v e o b j e c t i o n s , he d i d n o t 

spend much t i m e ; t o t h e f i r s t he p o i n t e d t o t h e f i v e - y e a r 

h i s t o r y of the League to show the charge "unfounded." To the 

s e c o n d and t h i r d , he d i s m i s s e d as t o o " a c a d e m i c . " To t h e 

f o u r t h , which he c o n s i d e r e d to come from the p o l i t i c a l l e f t , 

i n s t e a d of d i r e c t i n g h i m s e l f to the q u e s t i o n , he took i t as an 

o p p o r t u n i t y to comment on the communists i n Japan . He saw them 

as R u s s i a n p u p p e t s , who were t o o " o c c u p i e d w i t h g e n e r a l 

p r o p a g a n d a as t o a f f o r d l i t t l e t i m e t o make a s s a u l t on t h e 

league." The f i f t h p o i n t he c a t e g o r i c a l l y r e j e c t e d as w i t h o u t 

f o u n d a t i o n , t h o u g h he e x p r e s s e d s u r p r i s e t h a t a n t i - S e m i t i s m 

77 
"should even fxnd en trance i n t o Japan." 

I t ems s i x t o t e n were more d i f f i c u l t f o r h i m . On the 

q u e s t i o n of whether n a t i o n s were s i n c e r e i n t h e i r r e s o r t i n g to 

p e a c e f u l means t o s o l v e c o n f l i c t , he n o t e d t h a t t h e l e a g u e 

was not a c o m p u l s o r y o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h a t each member was "free 

t o p r e p a r e i t s e l f f o r an e m e r g e n c y . " On t h e B r i t i s h 
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f o r t i f i c a t i o n a t S i n g a p o r e , he t h o u g h t t h a t i t "may be a 

p o l i t i c a l maneuver on the p a r t o f the C o n s e r v a t i v e Government 

t o p a n d e r t o t h e demands o f t h e P a c i f i c d o m i n i o n s . On i t e m 

s e v e n , he p o i n t e d t h a t i t i s i d l e to d e b a t e t h e d o m i n a n t 

i n f l u e n c e o f the Grea t Powers. Such t h i n g s are f a c t s . R a t h e r , 

i t i s more i m p o r t a n t to ask whether they "have become more so 

7 8 

s i n c e the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the League?" 

On t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e b e n e f i t s o f t h e L e a g u e t o J a p a n , 

a c o n c e r n t h a t both E r i c Drummond and N i t o b e w o r r i e d about , he 

p o i n t e d t o J a p a n ' s p o s i t i o n on t h e C o u n c i l as a p e r m a n e n t 

member. He e l a b o r a t e d on t h i s p o i n t : 

The o r d i n a r y man must be t o l d t h a t t h i s p o s i t i o n 
[on t h e c o u n c i l ] i s n o t o n l y h i g h l y h o n o r a b l e , 

b u t v e r y v a l u a b l e i n o r d i n a r y t i m e s a n d 
p r i c e l e s s i n e x t r a o r d i n a r y t i m e s . As f a r as the 
y e a r l y a l l o c a t i o n i s c o n c e r n e d , i t must be 
c o n s i d e r e d an i n s u r a n c e p o l i c y a g a i n s t War, and 
as s u c h i t m u s t n o t be e x p e c t e d t o y i e l d 
immediate p r o f i t . Moreover , Japan w i l l f i n d i n 
a few y e a r s t h a t t h e w i s e s t c o u r s e f o r h e r t o 
p u r s u e i n h e r d i p l o m a c y i s t o b r i n g i t i n l i n e 
w i t h t h e world ' s p u b l i c o p i n i o n as m i r r o r e d i n 
the League. 

On t h e l a s t q u e s t i o n o f t h e L e a g u e ' s e f f e c t i v e n e s s 

w i t h o u t A m e r i c a , one t h a t even t h e P r i n c e R e g e n t p u t t o h i m , 

N i t o b e c o u l d "only express the hope t h a t the U n i t e d S t a t e s may 

come i n , and t h e b e l i e f t h a t she w i l l . " He a l s o p o i n t e d t o 

encourag ing s i g n s i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n , which i n c l u d e d the U n i t e d 

S t a t e s ' p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n v a r i o u s c o m m i t t e e s , and t h e many 

Americans who were s e r i o u s l y engaged i n s t u d y i n g the League. 

V i s - a - v i s A m e r i c a , "the n o b l e s t , and t h e w i s e s t t h i n g f o r 
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Japan to do," he c o n c l u d e d , "is to conduct h e r s e l f w i t h i n the 

L e a g u e so as t o p r o v e h e r s e l f above s u s p i c i o n , and t h u s even 

8 0 

pave t h e way f o r A m e r i c a ' s e n t r y . " L i t t l e d i d he know t h a t 

t h e s e i s s u e s t h a t he f o u n d so v e x i n g w o u l d a g a i n engage h i m 

f u l l y n i n e y e a r s l a t e r a f t e r h i s r e t u r n to Japan. 

Mos t e n c o u r a g i n g t o h i m on h i s v i s i t was t h e g r o w t h o f 

the Japan League o f N a t i o n s Union which had some 2,300 members 
81 

i n n i n e t e e n branches throughout the c o u n t r y . I t was extreme 

a c t i v e w h i l e he v i s i t e d , and some t e n new b r a n c h e s were 

i n a u g u r a t e d . Among i t s a c t i v i t i e s was a m o n t h l y m a g a z i n e , 

s p o n s o r i n g f r e q u e n t l e c t u r e s by prominent men, c l a s s e s on the 
8 2 

League, and the i s s u i n g o f pamphle t s . 

N i t o b e l e f t Kobe t o r e t u r n home on F e b r u a r y 15 , 1925 on 

t h e S .S . Kamo M a r u . He a g a i n t o o k t h e I n d i a n Ocean r o u t e 

s t o p o v e r s a t S h a n g h a i and Hong K o n g , where he d e l i v e r e d 

addresses to mixed groups o f Japanese , Chinese and A m e r i c a n s . 

He a r r i v e d b a c k i n Geneva i n l a t e M a r c h and gave a summary 

r e p o r t o f h i s J a p a n v i s i t a t t h e D i r e c t o r s M e e t i n g on A p r i l 

8 th . A month l a t e r , he f o r m a l l y i n i t i a t e d a branch o f f i c e f o r 

t h e L e a g u e ' s I n f o r m a t i o n S e c t i o n i n T o k y o . T h i s was a p p r o v e d 
8 3 

by the S i x t h Assembly i n the autumn of 1925. 
L i f e i n Geneva: the G l o r i o u s Years 

G e n e v a was "a t h i r d - r a t e E u r o p e a n c i t y o f l i t t l e 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i m p o r t a n c e " when t h e L e a g u e moved t h e r e i n 

O c t o b e r 1920. I t was a t o u r i s t a t t r a c t i o n . L o c a t e d on the 

e x t r e m e w e s t e r n s h o r e l i n e o f L a k e L e m a n , t h e c i t y b o a s t e d a 
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m a g n i f i c e n t n a t u r a l s e t t i n g s e c o n d t o none i n E u r o p e . I t s 

b l u e - g r e e n l a k e , t h e s n o w - w h i t e peak o f Mount B l a n c i n t h e 

d i s t a n c e , t h e l i t t l e g r e y and g r e e n h o u s e s d o t t e d o v e r t h e 

h i l l y l a n d s c a p e , the g u s h i n g t o r r e n t s o f t h e R h o n e , t h e 

n e e d l e - l i k e s p i r e of the med ieva l S a i n t P i e r r e c a t h e d r a l , and 

t h e r o s e - c o l o r e d hue o f a c o o l summer e v e n i n g , a l l added t o a 

f a i r y - t a l e - l i k e atmosphere , which e x c i t e d the i m a g i n a t i o n of 

t h e d i p l o m a t s s e e k i n g a p l a c e t o b u i l d a v i s i o n a r y f u t u r e 

w o r l d of peace and h a r m o n y . 8 4 

The c h o i c e o f S w i t z e r l a n d t o l o c a t e t h e L e a g u e was 

p o l i t i c a l l y a s t u t e . S i n c e i t s c o n f e d e r a t i o n i n 1848, the Swiss 

have k e p t a low p o s t u r e i n E u r o p e a n p o l i t i c a l a f f a i r s and 

m a i n t a i n e d a s t r i c t n e u t r a l i t y i n both the F r a n c o - P r u s s i a n war 

and t h e r e c e n t G r e a t w a r . G e n e v a , w h i c h was h o n o r e d t o h o s t 

t h e w o r l d o r g a n i z a t i o n , h i s t o r i c a l l y had a r e p u t a t i o n as a 

haven f o r p o l i t i c a l e x i l e s ; l i b e r a l s , s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , 

and a n a r c h i s t s had sought re fuge t h e r e . D e s p i t e i t s h a r s h and 

i n t o l e r a n t C a l v i n i s t t r a d i t i o n s , i t had i t s p e r i o d s o f 

l i b e r a l i s m . T h e r e , J e a n J a c q u e s R o u s s e a u had w r i t t e n h i s 

famous t r a c t , t h e S o c i a l C o n t r a c t ; l a t e r i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y , w r i t e r s s u c h as B y r o n , S h e l l e y , and G e o r g e Sand 

were a t t r a c t e d t o Geneva t o l i v e and w o r k . The c i t y r e t a i n e d 

i t s t r a n q u i l i t y u n t i l the League, w i t h i t s army of d i p l o m a t s , 

b u r e a u c r a t s , t e c h n i c a l e x p e r t s , s t enographers and c l e r k s a l l 

8 5 
w i t h t h e i r f a m i l i e s , descended upon i t l a t e i n 1920. 

In A u g u s t 1 9 2 0 , D r u m m o n d p u r c h a s e d t h e r e c e n t l y 
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rennovated H o t e l N a t i o n a l i n downtown Geneva i n August 1920 
f o r f i v e and a h a l f m i l l i o n f r a n c s t o house the S e c r e t a r i a t . 
"[B]aths, wash-basins, and hot-water pipes were t o r n out. The 
bedroom f u r n i t u r e was removed" as the various o f f i c e s of the 

8 6 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l c i v i l servants were set up. 
N i t o b e , one of the f o u r h i g h e s t - r a n k i n g men i n the 

League, spent s i x years at h i s o f f i c e here, commuting back and 
f o r t h d a i l y i n a c h a f f e r e d - d r i v e n car provided by the League. 
His s a l a r y , 75,000 f r a n c s per annum (about $15,000 U.S.) p l u s 
expenses, was more than s u f f i c i e n t f o r him t o pursue the 

8 7 
conspicuous l i f e s t y l e of a h i g h - l e v e l diplomat. He and Mary 
rented a house i n suburban Bellevue, some f i v e miles north of 
the c i t y . I t was a l a r g e and s p a c i o u s home w i t h a huge 
immaculately kept lawn t h a t fronted the shore of the lake. I t 
commanded a superb view of the m a j e s t i c Mount B l a n c i n the 
d i s t a n c e . 

Ayuzawa Iwao, who r e p r e s e n t e d Japan a t the ILO, and who 
was a frequent v i s i t o r w i t h h i s w i f e to the home, r e c o l l e c t e d 
w i t h s p e c i a l c l a r i t y a weekend when he saw "Madame C u r i e , 
Henri Bergson, G i l b e r t Murray, and A l b e r t E i n s t e i n , g e n i a l l y 
c o n v e r s i n g w h i l e seated around w h i t e - p a i n t e d t a b l e s on the 
lawn." Afterwards, Ayuzawa continues, the venerable E i n s t e i n , 
a m u s i c a l as w e l l as m a t h e m a t i c a l g e n i u s , e n t e r t a i n e d the 

8 8 
Nitobes 1 guests w i t h a v i o l i n performance. Ayuzawa's w i f e , 
Fukuko, l i k e n e d the N i t o b e s ' home t o the famous e i g h t e e n t h -
century salon of the Madame de S t a e l , at whose gatherings the 
l i t e r a r y and c u l t u r a l e l i t e of Europe a t t e n d e d . I t had stood 207 



i n the v i l l a g e next to the Nitobes 1 home. 
Guests were a r e g u l a r p a r t of the N i t o b e s ' s o c i a l l i f e . 

Whenever f r i e n d s and acquaintances a r r i v e d i n town to see him, 
N i t o b e i n v i t e d them t o h i s home f o r a luncheon or d i n n e r . 
W i l l i a m Faunce, president of Brown U n i v e r s i t y and a long-time 
f r i e n d of the f a m i l y , v i s i t e d Geneva i n the f i r s t week of 
September 1922 to observe the second assembly's proceedings. 
N i t o b e r e s e r v e d him a room a t the H o t e l B e l l e v u e and i n v i t e d 

90 
him f o r dinner at t h e i r home before he l e f t Geneva. Faunce, 
who had not seen them since 1912 when he v i s i t e d Japan, wrote 
to h i s w i f e t h a t "[they are] the same sweet u n s e l f i s h s p i r i t s 

91 
as when I saw them i n Tokio". The guests t h a t evening 
numbered some f o u r t e e n , many from the H e a l t h s e c t i o n of the 
League. Faunce was impressed by t h e i r v a r i e d backgrounds. Men 
and women of a l l n a t i o n a l i t i e s made i t hard f o r " g e n e r a l 
c o n v e r s a t i o n a c r o s s the t a b l e . " He h i m s e l f s a t b e s i d e "a 
b r i l l i a n t P o l i s h woman" whose c o n v e r s a t i o n "he found most 
i n s t r u c t i v e . " Her husband was a " d i s t i n g u i s h e d A u s t r i a n 

92 
r o y a l i s t " l o y a l to the Hapsburg. 

Faunce shared h i s i m p r e s s i o n s of Nitobe's c h a r a c t e r i n 
the same l e t t e r . He was, the Brown U n i v e r s i t y President s a i d , 
"an urbane, w i t t y cosmopolitan, tender-hearted, C h r i s t i a n " who 
was the most " b e a u t i f u l s o u l " he had met. "He w i l l have a 

9 3 
f r o n t s e a t i n Heaven." T h i s i m p r e s s i o n was shared by many 
f r i e n d s and a c q u a i n t a n c e s . James S h o t w e l l , p r o f e s s o r of 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l a t i o n s a t Columbia U n i v e r s i t y , who got t o 
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know N i t o b e a t the League and whose f r i e n d s h i p c o n t i n u e d u n t i l 

the l a t t e r ' s d e a t h , r e f e r s , i n h i s a u t o b i o g r a p h y , to N i t o b e as 

a "one o f the f i n e s t gent leman of any n a t i o n a l i t y I have ever 
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met." When he r e t i r e d , A l b e r t D u f o u r - F e r o n c e , a German who 

was a p p o i n t e d U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y G e n e r a l as N i t o b e ' s r e p l a c e m e n t , 

e x p r e s s e d c o n c e r n t h a t p e o p l e w o u l d "compare h i m w i t h t h e 
9 "5 

' s a i n t ' N i t o b e . " 

H i s p h y s i c a l a p p e a r a n c e c o n t r i b u t e d t o h i s s a g e - l i k e 

i m a g e ; he had aged c o n s i d e r a b l y w h i l e i n G e n e v a . The once 

f u l l and d a r k b l a c k h a i r was now g r e y , and he was b a l d i n g a 

b i t i n the back; h i s s m a r t l y - t r i m m e d moustache was c o m p l e t e l y 

w h i t e . B u t h i s f a c e , w h i c h d u r i n g h i s i c h i k o y e a r s p r o j e c t e d 

an image of a proud and even haughty p a t r i c i a n , had mel lowed. 

H i s e y e s , w h i c h had t r o u b l e d h i m a l l h i s a d u l t l i f e , had now 
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weakened to a p o i n t where he even f e a r e d b l i n d e s s . 

To B l a n c h e Weber S h a f f e r , who was t h e n a s t u d e n t a t t h e 

U n i v e r s i t y o f G e n e v a , N i t o b e was a mode l t o e m u l a t e . In h i m , 

she saw a m a t u r e g e n t l e m a n f u l l o f k n o w l e g e , a "modern 

E r a s m u s , " who a l s o p o s s e s s e d a d e e p e r wi sdom t h a t h e l d 

compass ion f o r peop le . She r e c a l l e d f o n d l y h i s love f o r l i t t l e 

c h i l d r e n , whom he c a l l e d " c h u b b i k i n s , " and h i s s e n s i t i v i t y to 

p e o p l e ' s n e e d s . "Dr . N i t o b e , " she w r o t e l a t e r , " i s one o f t h e 

p e o p l e who has had t h e d e e p e s t i n f l u e n c e on my l i f e . . . . [He] 

has been t o me t h e u n u s u a l c o m b i n a t i o n o f a g r e a t t e a c h e r , a 
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wise and u n d e r s t a n d i n g f r i e n d and a f a i r y godfa ther ." 

Many o t h e r s i m i l a r t e s t i m o n i a l s r e m a i n . They r e v e a l 

N i t o b e ' s p r o f o u n d i m p a c t upon p e o p l e i n G e n e v a . In a d d i t i o n , 
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he was one of the most popular i n t e r n a t i o n i s t s i n Geneva. F.L. 
Whelen, who worked f o r many years at the League, wrote: 

In t h e League's e a r l y d a y s , a t a C h r i s t m a n 
pa r t y , [where] many members of the S e c r e t a r i a t 
were p r e s e n t , the g u e s t s were asked t o w r i t e 
down i n o r d e r 1,2,3 t h r e e names ... t h e y 
regarded as the most p o p u l a r people i n Geneva. 
My r e c o l l e c t i o n i s t h a t a l l put the same name, 
Inazo N i t o b e , No. 1. Nansen amd C e c i l were the 
most frequerigtg No. 2 and ... a v a r i e t y [of 
o t h e r s ] No. 3. 

But Nitobe's gracious charm i n s o c i a l i n t e r c o u r s e and h i s 
p l e a s a n t d i s p o s i t i o n i n the day-to-day g r i n d of the League's 
a c t i v i t i e s d i d not come without e f f o r t . He worked hard to win 
and m a i n t a i n h i s r e p u t a t i o n . And though he r e v e l e d i n the 
honors and a d u l a t i o n , he a p p a r e n t l y had another motive. He 
c o n s i d e r e d t h i s r e p u t a t i o n not o n l y a p e r s o n a l t r i u m p h but 

9 9 
a l s o a v i c t o r y f o r Japan. As a Japanese i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t , he 
represented Japan i n the eyes of Westerners. He f e l t t h a t h i s 
behavior i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l c i r c l e s must be impeccable. "Do not 
do anything to shame Japan" was h i s motto, and he repeatedly 
s t r e s s e d i t t o h i s Japanese u n d e r l i n g s . At t i m e s , t h i s 
c o ncern w i t h "proper b e h a v i o r f o r Japan's sake" seemed t o go 
to extreme, and, i t seems today, p a r a n o i d l e n g t h s . Kamiya 
Mieko, Maeda Tamon's daughter, r e c a l l e d a conversation between 
N i t o b e and her mother a f t e r they had a r r i v e d i n Geneva i n 
1923. P a y i n g a c o u r t e s y c a l l on N i t o b e , Mrs. Maeda r e c e i v e d 
the f o l l o w i n g s t e r n warning from Nitobe: 

How many people d i d you say came? Four? Why i t s 
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e x a c t l y as Maeda kun t o l d a newspaper r e p o r t e r : 
' I t s l i k e a z o o . 1 T h i s i s s e r i o u s b u s i n e s s . 
F o u r p e o p l e and w i t h c h i l d r e n a l s o ! T h i s p l a c e 
i s n o t l i k e J a p a n , where one c a n j u s t r a i s e 
c h i l d r e n w i t h o u t d o i n g a n y t h i n g e l s e . On the 
c o n t r a r y , you a r e r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e J a p a n e s e 
g o v e r n m e n t h e r e . S o c i a l i z i n g w i t h t h e v a r i o u s 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s f r o m d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s i s a 
b a c k - b r e a k i n g c h o r e . E a c h word t h a t you u t t e r , 
each a c t t h a t you p e r f o r m , r e f l e c t s the l e v e l o f 
c i v i l i z a t i o n i n J a p a n . I hope t h a t you w i l l 
r e f l e c t c a r e f u l l y and l i v e a l i f e s t y l e t h a t 
would not b r i n g any shame upon Japan. 

In t h e i r own l i v e s t y l e s , the N i t o b e s had to make v a r i o u s 

adjus tments to the Geneva s o c i e t y . At t h e i r s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s , 

a l o n g w i t h t h e d e l i c i o u s f o o d p r e p a r e d by t h e i r c h i e f s , t h e 

N i t o b e s s e r v e d r e d a n d w h i t e w i n e . In J a p a n , t h e y h a d 

r e f r a i n e d f r o m a l c o h o l , b u t i n Geneva t h e y a d j u s t e d t h e i r 

c u s t o m s a c c o r d i n g l y . To h i s d a u g h t e r , K o t o k o , who was 

c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e w i n e a t t h e i r t a b l e , N i t o b e r e t o r t e d , 

" t h i n k o f i t as m e d i c i n e ; i s n o t m o r a l l y wrong t o d r i n k , as 

1 0 1 

long as one does not get drunk." 

S i n c e F r e n c h was one o f the two o f f i c i a l l a n g u a g e s o f t h e 

L e a g u e , and t h e d o m i n a n t l o c a l l a n g u a g e i n t h e c i t y , N i t o b e 
1 0 2 

and Mary took l e s sons from a p r i v a t e i n s t r u c t o r . A l t h o u g h 

N i t o b e a p p e a r s t o have u s e d i t when n e c e s s a r y , he was n o t 

c o m f o r t a b l e i n i t , and d i d n o t use i t i n p u b l i c . When F r e n c h 

v i s i t o r s from the the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Bureau came to v i s i t the 

S e c r e t a r i a t , he asked , a t a D i r e c t o r s meet ing f o r "some f l u e n t 

speaker" to h e l p him guide the v i s i t o r s around. P i e r r e Comert , 
1 0 3 

head of the I n f o r m a t i o n S e c t i o n , v o l u n t e e r e d . 
Though N i t o b e ' s b e h a v i o r was g e n t l e m a n l y and p r o p e r i n 
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o c i e t y , he was a d i f f e r e n t person with h i s 

f e l l o w Japanese. He was more rela x e d and was not as c a r e f u l 

of the n i c e t i e s of courtesy and etiquette that he so c a r e f u l l y 

observed when in the company of Westerners. Kawanishi Tazuko, 

r e c a l l s his voracious appetite when dining among Japanese. She 

once served s u k i y a k i at a gathering of Japanese, and Nitobe 

"shocked her by e a t i n g s i x or seven bowels of r i c e with the 

s u k i y a k i . " Seeing her s u r p r i s e , she continued, "Nitobe 
104 

chuckled and showed her a b o t t l e of d i g e s t i v e s . " He loved 

eating with other Japanese at the only Japanese restuarant in 

Geneva where he ate to h i s heart's content as he e n t e r t a i n e d 

h i s younger companions with humorous s t o r i e s of h i s e a r l i e r 

days. 

Nitobe submitted h i s r e s i g n a t i o n from h i s post at the 

League on December 6th, 1926, though he continued h i s d u t i e s 

u n t i l the end of the month. In January of the following year, 

he l e f t Geneva with his family. 
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I f a man i n t h e m o r n i n g h e a r s 
t h e r i g h t way, he may d i e i n 
the even ing w i t h o u t r e g r e t . 

C o n f u c i u s , A n a l e c t s 

CHAPTER V I I I 

The L a s t Y e a r s , 1927-1933 

A c t i v i t i e s In Ret i rement 

N i t o b e , h i s f a m i l y , and J o d a i Tano s p e n t s e v e r a l weeks 

v a c a t i o n i n g i n the r e s o r t c i t y o f Cannes on the F r e n c h R i v i e r a 

a f t e r l e a v i n g G e n e v a . 1 Here he made f i n a l m a n u s c r i p t r e v i s i o n s 

t o h i s J a p a n e s e T r a i t s and F o r e i g n I n f l u e n c e s and w r o t e t h e 

p r e f a c e . A f t e r s e n d i n g t h e s e o f f t o h i s L o n d o n p u b l i s h e r , 

t h e y t o o k a s t e a m e r f r o m M a r s e i l l e f o r J a p a n . They r e a c h e d 

Kobe on 16 M a r c h 1927 and r e l a x e d f o r two d a y s i n K y o t o a t t h e 
2 

Miyako H o t e l b e f o r e d e p a r t i n g f o r Tokyo. 
A f t e r a r r i v i n g home, N i t o b e was rewarded w i t h a medal , 

T h i r d C l a s s O r d e r o f t h e S a c r e d T r e a s u r e , f o r h i s work 
3 

a b r o a d . In t h e summer o f 1925, he had been a p p o i n t e d t o t h e 
4 

p r e s t i g i o u s I m p e r i a l Academy ( G a k u s h u i n ) . B u t t h e h i g h e s t 

h o n o r b e s t o w e d h i m , and w h i c h he p r o b a b l y v a l u e d m o s t , had 

come from the Wakatsuki government when i t recommended him f o r 
5 

membership i n the House o f Peers . 

T h i s e l i t e i n s t i t u t i o n ' s members were c a t e g o r i z e i n t o 

s i x c l a s s e s : (a) P r i n c e s o f t h e B l o o d ; (2-) P e e r s o f P r i n c e 
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and M a r q u i s r a n k w i t h i n h e r i t e d p r i v i l e g e s e f f e c t i v e a t age 

t h i r t y ; (3) R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e P e e r s w i t h t h e r a n k s o f 

Counts , V i s c o u n t s and B a r o n s , who are e l e c t e d from among t h e i r 

r e s p e c t i v e o r d e r s ; (4) Men o f e r u d i t i o n o r o f d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

s e r v i c e s who are nominated by the Emperor; (5) Four members o f 

the I m p e r i a l Academy who are e l e c t e d from among t h e i r members 

and n o m i n a t e d by t h e E m p e r o r ; (6) R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the 

h i g h e s t t a x p a y e r s i n t h e c o u n t r y . A b r e a k d o w n o f members o f 

the 5 6 t h s e s s i o n , i n December 1928, N i t o b e ' s s e c o n d y e a r i n 

the House, was as f o l l o w s : 6 

P r i n c e s o f t h e B l o o d 16 
P r i n c e s 13 
Marquises 30 
Counts 18 
V i s c o u n t s 66 
Barons 65 
I m p e r i a l N o m i n e e s 124 
I m p e r i a l Academy Members 4 
H i g h e s t T a x p a y i n g Members 66 

t o t a l 399 

As one o f t h e 124 I m p e r i a l n o m i n e e s , N i t o b e f o r t h e f i r s t 

t i m e i n h i s l i f e came i n t o t h e v e r y c e n t e r s t a g e o f n a t i o n a l 

p o l i t i c s . E a r l i e r as an I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y P r o f e s s o r , he had 

kept out o f p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s and r e f r a i n e d from e x p r e s s i n g 

h i s p o l i t i c a l v i e w s i n p u b l i c . B u t w i t h h i s n e w l y a s s i g n e d 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , he b e g a n t o p a y c l o s e r a t t e n t i o n t o 

p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s . H i s daughter Kotoko r e c a l l s t h a t the d i n i n g 
7 

room was " f i l l e d w i t h open newspapers l y i n g about." 

But contemporary a f f a i r s c o n s t i t u t e d o n l y a f r a c t i o n of 

N i t o b e ' s d i v e r s e i n t e r e s t s and a c t i v i t i e s i n h i s l a s t y e a r s . 
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He c o n t i n u e d t o w r i t e , l e c t u r e and r e a d . V i s i t o r s a g a i n 

b e s i e g e d h i s K o b i n a t a home to seek h i s a d v i s e and c o u n s e l . And 

r e q u e s t s f o r s u p p o r t came f r o m many g r o u p s t h r o u g h o u t the 

c o u n t r y . By 1932, he was a f f i l i a t e d w i t h o v e r one h u n d r e d 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 8 

He c a r e f u l l y a l l o t e d h i s p r e c i o u s t ime to each a c t i v i t y . 

When t h e C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e f o r t h e I w a t e A g r i c u l t u r a l 

C o o p e r a t i v e (Sangumi chuo k a i Iwate s h i k a i ) approached him to 

head t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n , he a s s e n t e d i n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 

f a s h i o n . But he warned t h a t "he c o u l d g i v e t e n days a year f o r 
9 

t h a t work." H i s r o l e , however, was s y m b o l i c and h o n o r a r y . He 

served the group by endowing i t w i t h h i s p r e s t i g e ; he d i d not 

have a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n c t i o n s , and was not even p r e s e n t a t h i s 

r e - e l e c t i o n ceremony i n 1 9 3 2 . 1 0 S h o r t l y h e r e a f t e r h i s name was 

p r e s s e d i n t o s e r v i c e a l o n g w i t h Kagawa T o y o h i k o ' s t o h e l p 

launch the Tokyo M e d i c a l S e r v i c e s A s s o c i a t i o n (Tokyo i r y o r i y o  

k u m i a i ) . 1 1 

S e v e r a l major w r i t i n g p r o j e c t s were i n N i t o b e ' s mind when 

he r e t u r n e d home f r o m G e n e v a . The f i r s t was t o p r e s e n t h i s 

e x p e r i e n c e s a t the League, w h i l e they were s t i l l f r e s h i n h i s 

m i n d , i n t o l i t t l e v i g n e t t e s . T h i s book was p u b l i s h e d i n 

O c t o b e r 1928 by t h e J i t s u g y o no N i h o n sha u n d e r t h e t i t l e T o -
1 2 

z a i A i . f u r e t e (The m e e t i n g o f E a s t and W e s t ) . A n o t h e r 
p r o j e c t was a c o m m i t m e n t made t o A . L . F i s h e r , e d i t o r o f t h e 

Modern Wor ld S e r i e s o f E r n e s t Benn, to w r i t e a comprehens ive 

13 

volume on Japan. G i v e n s e v e r a l e x t e n t i o n s on the d e a d l i n e , 

N i t o b e c o m p l e t i n g t h e book i n 1931, t h o u g h t h e f i n a l p r o d u c t 
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was c o n s i d e r a b l y s h o r t e r than h i s o r i g i n a l p l a n s . Pres sed f o r 

t i m e , he o m i t t e d c h a p t e r s on N a t i o n a l D e f e n c e , F o r e i g n 

R e l a t i o n s , Overseas P o s s e s s i o n s , and contemporary L i t e r a t u r e . 

I t was p u b l i s h e d as J a p a n : Some P h a s e s o f h e r P r o b l e m s and 

D e v e l o p m e n t s . 1 4 

Two m o r e b o o k s r e s u l t e d f r o m a s e r i e s o f t w o - h o u r 

l e c t u r e s g i v e n e v e r y F r i d a y a f t e r n o o n s i n 1928, f r o m e a r l y 

15 

January u n t i l June , a t Waseda U n i v e r s i t y . N i t o b e used t h i s 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o e x p r e s s h i s v i e w s on a w i d e d i v e r s i t y o f 

h i s t o r i c a l a n d c u r r e n t t o p i c s . F o u r y e a r s l a t e r , a f t e r 

r e t u r n i n g f r o m h i s s p e a k i n g t o u r i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , he 

p u b l i s h e d t e n o f t h e s e l e c t u r e s i n a v o l u m e N a i k a n G a i b o 
16 

( P e r s p e c t i v e s : domes t i c and abroad) . He l e f t the r e m a i n i n g 

l e c t u r e s i n m a n u s c r i p t w i t h Masuda G i i c h i f o r a s eque l vo lume, 

b e f o r e he l e f t f o r Canada t o a t t e n d t h e IPR B a n f f C o n f e r e n c e 

i n A u g u s t 1933. He t o l d Masuda t h a t he "would f o r w a r d a 

p r e f a c e f o r t h e book soon ." He n e v e r d i d . In J a n u a r y 1934, 

t h r e e months a f t e r N i t o b e ' s d e a t h , Masuda p u b l i s h e d the book 

w i t h the o r i g i n a l t i t l e o f the Waseda l e c t u r e s , S e i y o no j i j o 
17 

to s h i s o (Western c o n d i t i o n s and thought ) . 

N i t o b e r e - e n t e r e d Masuda G i i c h i ' s J i t s u g y o no Nihon sha 

i n 1927 and took up where he had l e f t o f f e i g h t y e a r s e a r l i e r . 

He a l s o r e s u m e d w r i t i n g s h o r t a r t i c l e s on a b r o a d r a n g e o f 

s u b j e c t s . These he c o n t r i b u t e d to v a r i o u s magazines , j o u r n a l s , 

and newspapers . The a r t i c l e s i n t h i s p e r i o d number more than 

two h u n d r e d . 1 8 
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In A p r i l 1929, N i t o b e e m b a r k e d on a n o t h e r j o u r n a l i s t i c 

v e n t u r e : he a g r e e d t o s e r v e t h e Osaka E n g l i s h M a i n i c h i and 

19 

Tokyo N i c h i N i c h i newspapers as an E d i t o r i a l A d v i s o r . For 

the f o r m e r , i n a s p e c i a l c o l u m n w i t h h i s p h o t o g r a p h o v e r i t , 

N i t o b e e x p r e s s e d most o f h i s o p i n i o n s and i d e a s . i n t h e l a s t 

t h r e e y e a r s o f h i s l i f e . A c c o r d i n g t o S a t o M a s a h i r o , 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y e i g h t y - e i g h t p e r c e n t - - 7 3 0 i n n u m b e r - - o f h i s 
2 0 

E n g 1 i s h M a i n i c h i c o n t r i b u t i o n s a r e E d i t o r i a l J o t t i n g s . 

A l m o s t e v e r y d a y , f r o m J u l y 1930 u n t i l h i s d e a t h on 16 

October 1933, N i t o b e composed these l i t t l e a r t i c l e s of 150 to 

300 words i n l e n g t h . In t h i s compressed f o r m , N i t o b e found an 

i d e a l means t o e x p r e s s h i m s e l f . He a l s o w r o t e o c c a s i o n a l 

l o n g e r a r t i c l e s and e d i t o r i a l s on c o n t e m p o r a r y p o l i t i c a l , 

economic , and s o c i a l i s s u e s . 2 1 

H i s c o n t r i b u t i o n e d l e s s f r e q u e n t l y t o t h e T o k y o N i c h i  

N i c h i . In 1929 he began a s e r i e s o f r e m i n i s c e n c e s o f prominent 

E u r o p e a n and A m e r i c a n c e l e b r i t i e s . They i n c l u d e d A r t h u r 

B a l f o u r , L l o y d G e o r g e , Woodrow W i l s o n , R o b e r t C e c i l , L e o n 

B o u r g e o i s , G i l b e r t M u r r a y , Roland M o r r i s and o t h e r s whom he 
2 2 -had met a b r o a d . He l a t e r added a n e c d o t e s o f I t o H i r o b u m i , 

K a t s u r a T a r o , Kodama G e n t a r o , Nogi Marusuke, T a k e u c h i S e i h o , 

and G o t o S h i n p e i a l o n g w i t h h i s w i f e , K a z u k o . T h e s e p i e c e s , 

w h i c h had a p p e a r e d a t odd i n t e r v a l s , were c o l l e c t e d and 

p u b l i s h e d i n 1931 i n a v o l u m e , I j i n Gunzo ( P o r t r a i t s o f 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d p e r s o n s ) . A b e l i e v e r i n t h e h e r o , N i t o b e a i m e d 

to s k e t c h q u a l i t i e s of moral and s p i r i t u a l g r e a t n e s s t h a t he 
23 

had p e r c e i v e d i n these i n d i v i d u a l s . 
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N i t o b e _ r e t a i n e d h i s Q u a k e r a f f i l i a t i o n s . A f t e r 

r e t u r n i n g t o J a p a n , he and Mary r e n e w e d t h e i r t i e s w i t h t h e 

Quaker c o m m u n i t y w h i c h had f l o u r i s h e d i n t h e i r a b s e n c e . 

M i s s i o n a r i e s , s u c h as t h e G u r n e y B i n f o r d s , E d i t h S h a r p l e s s , 

the H e r b e r t N i c h o l s o n s , Hugh and E l i z a b e t h B o r t o n , and G i l b e r t 

2 5 

and M i n n i e B o w l e s , were f r e q u e n t l y i n v i t e d t o t h e i r home. 

P a r t i c u l a r l y i n t i m a t e were t h e B o w l e s , whom t h e y had known 

s i n c e N i t o b e ' s i c h i k o p e r i o d . G o r d o n , son o f G i l b e r t and 

M i n n i e , r e c a l l s t h a t "My b r o t h e r and s i s t e r and I v i s i t e d them 

o f t e n i n t h e i r home . . . f r o m 1909 (my f i r s t memory) u n t i l 

a f t e r t h e i r Geneva d a y s . " Though h i s b u s y s c h e d u l e p r e c l u d e d 

him from r e g u l a r l y a t t e n d i n g group meet ings , he kept c l o s e l y 

i n t o u c h w i t h t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . On s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s , E d i t h 

S h a r p e l e s s w r i t e s , he addressed the Japan Y e a r l y M e e t i n g s . And 

from t ime to t i m e , he j o i n e d the w o r s h i p , unannounced, a t the 
2 6 

H i j i r i z a k a M e e t i n g s . 

May 2, 1928 h e l d a s p e c i a l s p i r i t u a l meaning f o r N i t o b e . 

F i f t y y e a r s e a r l i e r he had been b a p t i z e d , a l o n g w i t h s i x o t h e r 

c l a s s m a t e s , by Merr iam H a r r i s i n Sapporo. F i v e s u r v i v o r s of 

t h e S a p p o r o g r o u p met t o commemorate t h e o c c a s i o n . I t o 

K a z u t a k a and O s h i m a M a s a t a k e , members o f t h e f i r s t c l a s s o f 

the S a p p o r o n o g a k k o , and h i s c l a s s m a t e s H i r o i Isamu and 

U c h i m u r a Kanzo met N i t o b e a t t h e g r a v e s i d e o f H a r r i s a t t h e 

Tama C e m e t e r y on a d a r k and r a i n y day t o h o l d a s h o r t p r a y e r 

m e e t i n g . A few d a y s l a t e r , N i t o b e i n v i t e d t h e g r o u p , minus 

H i r o i , who had a n o t h e r e n g a g e m e n t , t o h i s home where t h e y 
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r e c o l l e c t e d o l d t i m e s . T h i s appears t o have been Nitobe's 
l a s t meeting w i t h Uchimura. Two ye a r s l a t e r , i n 1930, he 

29 
passed away. 

Though i n v o l v e d i n many d i f f e r e n t a c t i v i t i e s i n these 
years, Nitobe's name seldom made newspaper headlines. But i n 
e a r l y 1929, two events brought him conspicuously again to the 
p u b l i c ' s eye. On February 11, 1929, f o r the f i r s t and o n l y 
t i m e , he took the podium i n the House t o d e l i v e r a p o w e r f u l 
speech s u p p o r t i n g a motion of n o - c o n f i d e n c e i n the Tanaka 
government. T h i s a d d r e s s , which denounced Tanaka G i i c h i f o r 
h i s m a n i p u l a t i o n of an I m p e r i a l message, was the c r u c i a l 
l e v e r i n t i p p i n g t h e P e e r s ' v o t e t o pa s s t h e c e n s u r e 

30 
measure. 

The second event t h a t made headlines throughout Japan was 
an armed r o b b e r y i n the wee e a r l y morning hours of January 
18th at Nitobe's Kobinata home. Nitobe had returned home l a t e 
the n i g h t before a f t e r he had addressed a a Korean group, and 
was sound a s l e e p when the t h i e f , armed w i t h two s t o l e n 
p i s t o l s , broke i n t o the house. He accosted Mary, Nitobe, and 
t h e i r maid, K i c h i , and demanded "one thousand yen." But he 
made o f f w i t h only f o r t y yen. While escaping, the robber shot 
and wounded two po l i c e m e n . No one i n the N i t o b e home was 

31 
hurt, but the i n c i d e n t created q u i t e a s t i r . 

Nitobe was at work on h i s Japan manuscript i n mid-summer 
of 1929 when Takagi Yasaka u n e x p e c t e d l y asked him t o assume 
the C h a i r m a n s h i p of the Japan C o u n c i l of the I n s t i t u t e of 

3 2 
P a c i f i c R e l a t i o n s (IPR). The post had become v a c a t e d when 219 



Inoue Junnosuke, who had succeeded Sawayanagi S e i t a r o i n 
1927, resigned to become Finance M i n i s t e r i n the newly formed 
Hamaguchi government. Nitobe h e s i t a t e d . His Japan manuscript 
was already l a t e ; furthermore, he had p r e s s i n g commitments to 
the Osaka E n g l i s h M a i n i c h i and the Tokyo N i c h i N i c h i . He 
joked w i t h Takagi that " i f they [Japan Council] would w r i t e a 
couple of h i s chapters of h i s Japan book, he would accept the 
o f f e r . " At Takagi's p e r s i s t e n c e , Nitobe f i n a l l y agreed to take 
the job. He put the Japan manuscript aside and, to f u l f i l l h i s 
newspaper d u t i e s , he s e l e c t e d pieces from Thoughts and Essays, 
w r i t t e n over twenty years e a r l i e r , to r e p r i n t i n h i s column i n 

3 3 
the Osaka E n g l i s h M a i n i c h i . N i t o b e then t u r n e d t o the 
arduous p r e p a r a t o r y t a s k s of h o s t i n g the T h i r d B i e n n i a l 
Conference of the IPR t h a t was t o meet i n Kyoto t h a t autumn. 

Nitobe, the IPR, and the Manchurian Question, 1929-1931 

The IPR, l i k e the League of Nations, was conceived i n the 
3 4 

o p t i m i s t i c c l i m a t e of i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m a f t e r World War I. 
F i r s t proposed by a group of community-minded c i t i z e n s i n 
H a w a i i , such as Frank A t h e r t o n , C h a r l e s Loomis and Edward 
Ca r t e r , the o r i g i n a l idea evolved over a s i x - y e a r p e r i o d from 
a p u r e l y YMCA a f f a i r t o a v i s i o n a r y p l a n f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g a 
s e l f - g o v e r n i n g , s e 1 f - d i r e c t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n which extended 

35 
beyond C h r i s t i a n c i r c l e s . I t s stated goal was to "study the 
c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e P a c i f i c p e o p l e s w i t h a v i e w t o t h e 

3 6 
improvement of t h e i r mutual r e l a t i o n s . " 
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Organized as a non-governmental body, the IPR's operating 
budget c o n s i s t e d s o l e l y of c o n t r i b u t i o n s from i n d i v i d u a l 
memberships and p r i v a t e groups. Keeping t h i s u n o f f i c i a l 
s tatus f r e e from governmental t i e s was seen as i n d i s p e n s i b l e 
c o n d i t i o n t o f u l f i l l i t s t a s k s of independent r e s e a r c h , 

3 7 • 
i n f o r m a t i o n s h a r i n g , and unimpeded d i s c u s s i o n . Three 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e b o d i e s were c r e a t e d t o le n d s t r u c t u r e t o the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n : (1) the P a c i f i c C o u n c i l , (2) a permanent Central 

3 8 
S e c r e t a r i a t , and (3) the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Research Committee. 

The f i r s t c o n f e r e n c e IPR met i n H o n o l u l u i n 1925 where 
the f i r s t steps f o r launching the o r g a n i z a t i o n was made. Over 
the next two y e a r s , N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l s were formed i n the 
Un i t e d S t a t e s , Canada, Japan, C h i n a , B r i t a i n , A u s t r a l i a , and 
New Z e a l a n d . And a t a sec o n d c o n f e r e n c e , a l s o h e l d a t 
H o n o l u l u i n the Summer of 1927, a C o n s t i t u t i o n was drawn up 
and s i g n e d by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from the r e s p e c t i v e N a t i o n a l 

39 
C o u n c i l s . 

The Honorary Chairman f o r the Japan N a t i o n a l Council was 
Shibusawa E i i c h i ; the o f f i c i a l s were S a i t o S o i c h i , Secretary-
G e n e ral of the Tokyo YMCA (Honorary S e c r e t a r y ) , I s h i i A k i r a 
of the P a c i f i c L i f e Insurance Company ( A u d i t o r ) , Masuda 
Meiroku ( A u d i t o r ) , and Takagi Yasaka (Research S e c r e t a r y ) ; 
Nitobe, before assuming the Chairmanship, f i l l e d the post of 
Research D i r e c t o r . The Board of D i r e c t o r s i n c l u d e d Baron 
S a k a t a n i Y o s h i r o , P r o f e s s o r s Takayanagi Kenzo and Nasu 
S h i r o s h i of the Tokyo Imper i a l U n i v e r s i t y , and two of Nitobe's 

40 
c l o s e s t d i s c i p l e s , Maeda Tamon and Tsurumi Yusuke. 221 



A few days b e f o r e the K y o t o C o n f e r e n c e c o n v e n e d , the 

P a c i f i c C o u n c i l met a t t h e N a r a H o t e l and e l e c t e d N i t o b e 

4 1 
C h a i r m a n f o r t h e e v e n t . W i t h t w o h u n d r e d d e l e g a t e s 

a t t e n d i n g , t h i s c o n f e r e n c e was the l a r g e s t among the t h i r t e e n 

4 2 

h e l d by t h e IPR. The d e l e g a t i o n s f o r t h e v a r i o u s N a t i o n a l 

C o u n c i l s i n c l u d e d some o f t h e most p r o m i n e n t men i n p u b l i c 

a f f a i r s . S e v e r a l independent groups , i n c l u d i n g the League of 

N a t i o n s , s e n t i t s own o b s e r v e r s . The U.S . and J a p a n e s e 

g o v e r n m e n t s , w h i c h had r e m a i n e d a l o o f o f t h e two e a r l i e r 
43 

c o n f e r e n c e s , even sent g o o d w i l l messages o f g r e e t i n g s . 

On a b r i g h t and sunny m o r n i n g o f O c t o b e r 28, N i t o b e , 

b a s k i n g i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l l i m e l i g h t , opened the conference 

w i t h an e l o q u e n t speech a t the Kyoto Miyako H o t e l . Drawing a 

p a r a l l e l b e t w e e n Geneva and K y o t o , he p o i n t e d t o the " s p i r i t 

o f t h e h i l l s a n d l a k e s as c o n d u c i v e t o f e l l o w s h i p a n d 

in terdependence ." He c o n c l u d e d h i s address w i t h the words: 
H e r e we meet i n t h i s a n c i e n t c i t y , c a l l e d i n 
o l d e n t i m e s H e i - A n , t h e C i t y o f Peace and E a s e , 
a t t h e f o o t o f t h e H i - e i r a n g e and w i t h L a k e 
B i w a c l o s e b y . Thus does J a p a n p r o v i d e t h e 
Conference w i t h the g e o g r a p h i c a l r e q u i s i t e s f o r 
t h e p e a c e f u l d i s c u s s i o n o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
r e l a t i o n s . 

L i k e t h e o t h e r J a p a n C o u n c i l members , N i t o b e s t r o v e t o 

make t h e c o n f e r e n c e a s u c c e s s . B e i n g t h e f i r s t o f i t s k i n d 

ever h e l d i n J a p a n , w i t h a l a r g e f o r e i g n pres s c o r p s c o v e r i n g 

the d a i l y p r o c e e d i n g s , the Japanese were anx ious t h a t the news 

r e p o r t s p r o j e c t a f a v o r a b l e image o f t h e i r c o u n t r y a b r o a d . 
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William Holland, Secretary-General of the IPR from 1946 u n t i l 

i t s demise i n 1960, who attended the Kyoto Conference as a 

newly a p p o i n t e d r e s e a r c h a s s i s t a n t a t t a c h e d to the 

S e c r e t a r i a t , r e c a l l s the meticulous care that the Japanese 

displayed to host the event: 

They went out of t h e i r way to put on a very 
good show and to make i t a major p l a t f o r m f o r 
presenting t h e i r case to the world ... to make 
i t a magnificent piece of o r g a n i z a t i o n ... 
[with] magnificent entertainment as well. 

In what appears to have been a breach of r u l e s of s t r i c t 

non-government support to the IPR, the Japan Council gave each 

delegate to the conference a f i r s t - c l a s s r a i l pass that 

permitted unrestricted travel on national railway lines to any 

part of the Japanese empire. Holland mentions that he got his 

f i r s t glimpse of Korea and Manchuria by t r a v e l l i n g "free a l l 
46 

the way up to Mukden" on th i s pass. 

Of the s i x t o p i c s on the round t a b l e agenda, the most 

c o n t e n t i o u s was the problem of Manchuria. F e e l i n g s of 

animosity between the Chinese and the Japanese delegates over 

th i s issue were so great, James Shotwell r e c a l l s , that "I have 
seldom, i f eve r , found m y s e l f i n a more e m b i t t e r e d 

4 7 
atmosphere." Both sides came to the conference w e l l -

prepared to debate t h e i r cases, which occupied three days of 

round t a b l e d i s c u s s i o n s . The China C o u n c i l presented two 

recent studies from th e i r perspective. The f i r s t by Hsu Shuhsi 

o u t l i n e d the recent p o l i t i c s of Manchuria and argued f o r 

complete Chinese sovereignty of the area; the second by Chu 
223 
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Hs iao was a s t a t i s t i c a l t r e a t m e n t o f economic f a c t o r s . The 

Japanese s tudy by Royama Masamich i covered both the p o l i t i c a l 

and economic i s s u e s i n v o l v e d and s t r e s s e d Japanese h i s t o r i c a l 

r i g h t s ; h i s s t u d y was s u p p l e m e n t e d by a s t r o n g s p e e c h by 

Matsuoka Yosuke on the r o l e o f the South Manchur ian r a i l w a y i n 

4 9 

d e v e l o p i n g t h e r e g i o n . W a l t e r Y o u n g , a s c h o l a r a t t a c h e d to 

the A m e r i c a n C o u n c i l , and S i r H a r o l d P a r t l e t t o f t h e B r i t i s h 

d e l e g a t i o n , a l s o p r e s e n t e d d a t a p a p e r s on a s p e c t s o f t h e 
50 

Manchur ian q u e s t i o n . 

N i t o b e f u l l y s u p p o r t e d t h e u n i t e d J a p a n e s e p o s i t i o n . 

B e f o r e t h e c o n f e r e n c e b e g a n , he r e c e i v e d a message f r o m 
F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r S h i d e h a r a , and a b r i e f i n g by Y o s h i d a S h i g e r u , 
V i c e M i n i s t e r , on t h e v a r i o u s p o s i t i o n s t h a t t h e C h i n e s e 
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d e l e g a t e s w o u l d t a k e v i s - a - v i s t h e p o w e r s . B u t N i t o b e d i d 

n o t p l a y a m a j o r r o l e i n t h e d i s c u s s i o n s , t h o u g h he f o l l o w e d 

t h e p r o c e e d i n g s c a r e f u l l y . He l a t e r spoke a d m i r i n g l y o f 

Matsuoka's o r a t o r i c a l s k i l l s and h i s superb command of E n g l i s h 

a t the c o n f e r e n c e . ^ 

In a d d i t i o n t o h i s c e r e m o n i a l r o l e as c o n f e r e n c e 

c h a i r m a n , N i t o b e a l s o c o n t r i b u t e d a s c h o l a r l y p i e c e , "Two 

E x o t i c C u r r e n t s i n Japanese C i v i l i z a t i o n , " to the twenty-one 

c u l t u r a l - r e l a t e d p a p e r s t h a t t h e J a p a n e s e d e l e g a t i o n had 
53 

p r e p a r e d f o r t h e c o n f e r e n c e . Two y e a r s l a t e r , t h e s e p a p e r s 
were p u b l i s h e d under IPR a u s p i c e s by the U n i v e r s i t y o f Chicago 

P r e s s u n d e r N i t o b e ' s e d i t o r s h i p as W e s t e r n I n f l u e n c e s i n 

54 
Modern J a p a n . " 
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The K y o t o C o n f e r e n c e ended w e l l , and t h e d e l e g a t e s l e f t 

Japan happy. Even the Chinese d e l e g a t e s who had f e a r e d a t t a c k 

f r o m n a t i o n a l i s t s z e a l o t s upon a r r i v a l i n J a p a n " thought 
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g e n e r o u s l y o f the h o s p i t a l i t y shown them." But the problems 

d i s c u s s e d a t the round t a b l e on Manchur ia s t a r k l y r e v e a l e d the 

c o m p l e t e l y d i v e r g e n t v i e w p o i n t s o f the Chinese and Japanese . 

The i n t r a c t a b i l i t y o f t h e i r p o s i t i o n s p r e f i g u r e d , to a l a r g e 

d e g r e e , t h e l a t e r o u t b r e a k o f h o s t i l i t i e s b e t w e e n t h e two 

c o u n t r i e s . 

The F o u r t h B i e n n i a l C o n f e r e n c e o f t h e IPR was s c h e d u l e d 
5 7 

t o meet two y e a r s l a t e r i n l a t e O c t o b e r , 1931 a t Hangchow. 

But a f t e r the outbreak of the Manchur ian I n c i d e n t on September 

18th , a wave o f a n t i - J a p a n e s e s e n t i m e n t swept throughout Ch ina 
5 8 

a n d t h r e a t e n e d t o r u i n t h e c o n f e r e n c e . T h e t a c t f u l 

l e a d e r s h i p o f Jerome Greene , Chairman of the P a c i f i c C o u n c i l , 

h o w e v e r , h e l p e d t o smooth t h i n g s o v e r s u f f i c i e n t l y f o r the 
59 

P a c i f i c C o u n c i l to meet. At the October 12th meet ing a t the 

C a t h a y H o t e l , a c r u c i a l d e c i s i o n was made t o change t h e 

c o n f e r e n c e l o c a t i o n from Hangchow to Shanghai , which a f f o r d e d 

t h e d e l e g a t e s a g r e a t e r p e a c e o f m i n d . A n d i n s t e a d o f 

f o l l o w i n g t h e r e g u l a r a g e n d a , a d - h o c p l a n s f o r a " m o d i f i e d 

c o n f e r e n c e " was d r a w n u p . L a t e r , a f t e r t h e n a t i o n a l 

d e l e g a t i o n s a r r i v e d and work begun, i t was d e c i d e d to go ahead 

as o r i g i n a l l y p l a n n e d . 6 0 

N i t o b e , s u f f e r i n g from lumbago and w a l k i n g on c r u t c h e s , 

l e f t Kobe on O c t o b e r 9 t h and a r r i v e d two d a y s l a t e r i n 

S h a n g h a i l e a d i n g t h e J a p a n e s e d e l e g a t i o n . 6 1 A t t h e P a c i f i c 225 



C o u n c i l M e e t i n g s , he r e p r e s e n t e d Japan a long w i t h Maeda Tamon 

and I s h i i A k i r a . But u n l i k e the Kyoto C o n f e r e n c e , he was l e s s 

6 2 

a c t i v e and e v e n m i s s e d s e v e r a l e x e c u t i v e m e e t i n g s . N i t o b e 

s t a y e d i n Shanghai when the C o u n c i l b r i e f l y v i s i t e d Hangchow 

f o r a c o u r t e s y c a l l . F i v e members o f t h e J a p a n C o u n c i l , 

T s u r u m i , M a e d a , U r a m a t s u , I w a n a g a , and M a t s u m o t o , made t h e 

one-day , t w o - n i g h t s t r i p , and met Chang K a i Shek, head of the 

N a t i o n a l i s t government , a t Nanking . 

The M a n c h u r i a n p r o b l e m , t h o u g h n o t o r i g i n a l l y l i s t e d 

among t h e n i n e m a i n i t e m s i n t h e r o u n d t a b l e a g e n d a , was 

i n c l u d e d i n t h e p r o g r a m a t t h e l a s t m i n u t e , o v e r t h e p r o t e s t 
6 4 

o f t h e J a p a n C o u n c i l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . A t t h e g e n e r a l 

c o n f e r e n c e s e s s i o n on the D i p l o m a t i c M a c h i n e r y i n the P a c i f i c 

on t h e e v e n i n g o f t h e 2 7 t h , T a k a y a n a g i Kenzo r e a d a p a p e r : 

" M a n c h u r i a , a Case P r o b l e m . " The f o l l o w i n g e v e n i n g , Hsu 
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Shuhs i and T s u r u m i Yusuke argued t h e i r c o u n t r y ' s case . 

T h o u g h N i t o b e w r o t e a g l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e 

c o n f e r e n c e i n h i s E d i t o r i a l J o t t i n g s a r t i c l e o f 28 O c t o b e r , 

where "the sons o f Japan and of C h i n a s i t t o g e t h e r i n harmony 

o f s p i r i t , " h i s w o r d s a b o u t " p e a c e a n d g o o d w i l l " w e r e 

6 6 

m i s l e a d i n g . In a c t u a l f a c t , t h e a t m o s p h e r e was t e n s e and 

c o l o r e d d a r k l y by m u t u a l s u s p i c i o n ; and s t o r m y v o l l e y s were 

exchanged between the Japanese and Chinese d e l e g a t e s . N i tobe 

h i m s e l f was p a r t i c u l a r l y e r k e d by a r e m a r k a b o u t J a p a n e s e 

m i l i t a r i s m made by Hu S h i h , C h a i r m a n o f t h e C o n f e r e n c e , a t a 
6 7 

30 October round t a b l e d i s c u s s i o n , and demanded a r e p r i m a n d . 226 



Hugh K e e n l e y s i d e , who was s e r v i n g as t h e F i r s t S e c r e t a r y a t 

the C a n a d i a n L e g a t i o n i n T o k y o , u s i n g h i s d i a r y e n t r i e s , 

w r i t e s i n h i s memoirs o f N i t o b e ' s a c t i o n s a t t h i s t i m e . 

[T]he J a p a n e s e and t h e C h i n e s e d e l e g a t i o n s 
had a t t a c k e d each o t h e r w i t h N i t o b e l e a d i n g the 
v a n f o r t h e J a p a n e s e . Nex t m o r n i n g t h e s e n i o r 
Chinese p a r t i c i p a n t rose i n f u l l c o n f e r e n c e and 
a p o l o g i z e d . He s a i d t h a t he was s o r r y t h a t he 
had l e t h i s n a t i o n a l i s t i c f e e l i n g s g e t t h e 
b e t t e r of h i m , a d m i t t e d t h a t C h i n a was f a r from 
b l a m e l e s s i n t h e p r e s e n t c o n f l i c t and t h a t he 
p e r s o n a l l y had s i n n e d a g a i n s t the s p i r i t t h a t 
s h o u l d p r e v a i l among men o f good w i l l who were 
s e e k i n g s o l u t i o n s t o d i f f i c u l t p r o b l e m s . Then 
N i t o b e rose and everyone w a i t e d f o r him to make 
an a p o l o g y o f a l i k e n a t u r e . I n s t e a d , s p e a k i n g 
f o r t h e Japanesgeg d e l e g a t i o n , he a c c e p t e d t h e 
Chinese apo logy . 

Though t h e a c c u r a c y o f t h e above r e m a r k i s open t o 

q u e s t i o n , N i t o b e ' s v i e w s o f the C h i n e s e and t h e M a n c h u r i a n 
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s i t u a t i o n a t t h a t t ime are c l e a r . Mary sent a l e t t e r , dated 

O c t o b e r 22, 1931 t o t h e E l k i n t o n s i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , w h i l e 

N i t o b e was a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e , w h i c h c l e a r l y s t a t e d t h e i r 

p o s i t i o n on the c u r r e n t c r i s e s : 

Japanese t r o o p s were j u s t i f i e d i n what they d i d 
and would have been j u s t i f i e d i n d o i n g much 
more—except the bombing a t Chinchow . . . i t i s 
s c a r c e l y more c r i m i n a l , i f as bad as the Chinese 
h a b i t o f l y i n g and p r o c r a s t i n a t i n g and b l a m i n g 
t h e othe^CQ p a r t y f o r e v e r y t h i n g u n t o w a r d t h a t 
happens . 

N i t o b e made p u b l i c h i s a n a l y s i s o f the Manchur ian problem 

a month b e f o r e t h e c o n f e r e n c e i n a s u c c i n c t l i t t l e t a l e i n h i s 

E d i t o r i a l J o t t i n g s column on September 30, 1931. E n t i t l e d a "A 

F a r - E a s t e r n F a b l e , " the a r t i c l e r e a d s : 
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T h e r e was a r i c h man w i t h a l o n g l i n e 
o f a n c e s t o r s . He had s e v e r a l s o n s , o f whom t h e 
o l d e s t [ C h i n a ] i n h e r i t e d t h e e s t a t e . An 
a v a r i c i o u s n e i g h b o r [ R u s s i a ] g o t a l a r g e s l i c e 
o f t h i s by t h r e a t and f l a t t e r y . Be fore t h i s thug 
t h e o l d man [ I m p e r i a l C h i n a ] c o w e r e d i n a b j e c t 
f e a r . B u t when t h e g i a n t n e i g h b o r s t r o d e down 
and t r i e d t o c l u t c h t h e s m a l l and b a r r e n p l o t 
[ M a n c h u r i a ] w h i c h had f a l l e n t o t h e y o u n g e s t 
c h i l d [ J a p a n ] , t h e boy a r o s e i n a n g e r and c u t 
o f f the hand o f t h e g i a n t [ the R u s s o - J a p a n e s e 
War] and a s k e d h i s e l d e r b r o t h e r t o l e t h i m t i l l 
the ground v a c a t e d by the g i a n t . 

The b r o t h e r [ R e p u b l i c a n C h i n a ] , now g r o w n 
o l d and i n h i s dotage , f a r from r e j o i c i n g a t the 
p r o s p e c t o f w o r k i n g w i t h h i s own k i t h and k i n , 
t u r n e d t o h i m and s a i d ; - - I am t o o p r o u d t o own 
t h a t y o u , who a r e y o u n g e r and s m a l l e r t h a n I , 
are s t r o n g e r . I f e a r a l l s t r e n g t h . I admi t I am 
by n a t u r e t i m i d and c a l c u l a t i n g . B u t i f I have 
t o be b e a t e n by anybody I w i s h t o be b e a t e n by a 
b i g f e l l o w who d o e s n ' t l o o k l i k e me o r y o u . " A t 
t h i s i n s u l t the l i t t l e man [Japan] s tood up and 
smote h i s own b r o t h e r [ C h i n a ] i n t h e f a c e . A l l 
t h a t t h e p o o r man c o u l d do was t o r a i s e one 
p i t e o u s w a i l [appeal to the League of N a t i o n s ] , 
hop ing tb.at someone would come and c h a s t i s e h i s 
k insman. 

For the next two y e a r s , u n t i l h i s death i n October 1933, 

N i t o b e ' s a n a l y s i s o f the Far E a s t e r n s i t u a t i o n would not v a r y 

much from t h i s s i m p l i s t i c s k e t c h . The C h i n e s e , he would s t r e s s 

t ime and a g a i n , were the p r i m a r y c u l p r i t s f o r the problems i n 

M a n c h u r i a . E v e n o n t h e d a y he l e f t f o r t h e S h a n g h a i 

C o n f e r e n c e , N i t o b e w r o t e i n h i s E d i t o r i a l J o t t i n g s a h a r s h 

p i e c e e n t i t l e d " P r e m a t u r e D e m o c r a c y " w h i c h condemned the 

Chinese R e p u b l i c and i t s burgeon ing n a t i o n a l i s m . C r i t i c a l of 

a b i l i t y o f t h e C h i n e s e t o g o v e r n t h e m s e l v e s , he saw t h e i r 

l e a d e r s as "boys t h a t ' l e a d ' t h e n a t i o n . " The " o f t - r e p e a t e d 

c o m p a r i s o n s made by C h i n e s e s t u d e n t s b e t w e e n t h e A m e r i c a n 
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R e v o l u t i o n and t h e i r s , " N i t o b e saw as w i t h o u t s u b s t a n c e : 

The young R e p u b l i c i s s t i l l d ominated by a crude 
and t e x t - b o o k d e f i n i t i o n o f D e m o c r a c y , w h i c h 
does n o t d i s t i n g u i s h i t f r o m Demagogy. Her 
c o l l e g e b o y s may d i s c o u r s e on r e p u b l i c a n 
p r i n c i p l e s i n the c l a s s - r o o m , but t h e y 7 i d e n t i f y 
them w i t h mobocracy when on t h e s t r e e t . 

He d e c l i n e d an i n v i t a t i o n t o v i s i t Chang K a i Shek i n 

N a n k i n g a f t e r t h e S h a n g h a i C o n f e r e n c e and r e t u r n e d d i r e c t l y 
73 

home on November 4 t h . S e v e r a l weeks l a t e r , i n an a r t i c l e 

"Lessons of Manchurian I n c i d e n t , " he c o m p l i m e n t e d t h e Kwantung 

army on i t s d e c i s i v e n e s s and b r a v e r y i n t h e f i e l d and n o t e d 

t h a t t h e y " h a v e won t h e g r a t i t u d e a n d r e s p e c t o f t h e 
..74 n a t i o n . " 

But though i n c o m p l e t e agreement w i t h m i l i t a r y a c t i o n s i n 

M a n c h u r i a , N i t o b e was n o t a b l i n d a d m i r e r o f t h e army, n o r d i d 

he condone t h e i n d i s c r i m i n a t e use o f m i l i t a r y f o r c e . He had 

w a r n e d e a r l i e r o f t h e d a n g e r s o f a "monopoly o f s o l d i e r s " i n 

the a f f a i r s o f t h e s t a t e : 

P r e c a r i o u s and u n s t a b l e i s t h e c o u n t r y whose 
g r e a t e s t g l o r y i s m i l i t a r y e f f i c i e n c y . Such a 
c o u n t r y i s l i k e a body w i t h an arm and n o t a 
h e a d a t t h e t o p . . . . A r m i e s c a n n o t a s y e t be 
s a f e l y d i s p e n s e d w i t h , b u t t h e y a r e n o ^ t h e 
o n l y embodiment o f l o y a l t y o r p a t r i o t i s m . 

The M a n c h u r i a n I n c i d e n t s e t i n t r a i n e v e n t s t h a t 

e s c a l a t e d t o w a r d w i d e r c o n f l i c t . R e a d i n g o f t h e l a t e s t 

a c t i o n s o f t h e J a p a n e s e a r m y i n S h a n g h a i , N i t o b e was 

d i s t u r b e d . He f e l t t h a t the Japanese had provoked t h e Chinese 
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i n the l a t e s t round of bloodshed. Though he had supported the 
Manchurian t a k e o v e r , he c o u l d not a c c e p t the government's 
expl a n a t i o n of the Shanghai Incident. But he r e f r a i n e d from 
p u b l i c c r i t i c i s m . 

The Matsuyama Incident 

On February 4th Nitobe v i s i t e d Shikoku at the request of 
a f r i e n d , Kunimatsu Toshio, P r i n c i p a l of the Ehime P r e f e c t u r a l 
A g r i c u l t u r a l C o l l e g e t o speak a t the s c h o o l and t o o t h e r 

7 6 
groups. He i m m e d i a t e l y gave t h r e e c o n s e c u t i v e l e c t u r e s , 
p l u s an i n t e r v i e w w i t h l o c a l newspaper r e p o r t e r s . The 
j o u r n a l i s t s wanted t o hear h i s o p i n i o n s on the outbreak of 
f i g h t i n g i n China. Conscious of the e x p l o s i v e n a t u r e of the 
s u b j e c t , N i t o b e d i d not want h i s v i e w s p u b l i s h e d , so b e f o r e 
s p e a k i n g , he o b t a i n e d t h e r e p o r t e r s ' p r o m i s e t h a t h i s 

7 7 
s t a t e m e n t s were s t r i c t l y o f f the r e c o r d . They agreed. But 
w h i l e he spoke, a r e p o r t e r from the Hainan shinbun, a l o c a l 
Matsuyama paper, a r r i v e d l a t e t o the i n t e r v i e w ; he was not 
aware of the c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y of Nitobe's remarks, and h i s 

7 8 
paper p r i n t e d them on the f o l l o w i n g day: 

g e t t i n g up e v e r y m o r n i n g and r e a d i n g t h e 
newspaper i s d e p r e s s i n g . Our c o u n t r y i s b e i n g 
d e s t r o y e d by the communists and the m i l i t a r y 
c l i q u e . A s k i n g which one of the two i s more 
d a n g e r o u s , s u r e l y t h e answer b u s t be t h e 
m i l i t a r y . Communism w i l l p r o b a b l y grow i n 
p r o p o r t i o n as the m i l i t a r y expands. I b e l i e v e 
that commyg-iist ideology w i l l g r a d u a l l y spread as 
a r e s u l t . 

Nitobe a l s o condemned the government's ex p l a n a t i o n of i t s 
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r e c e n t a c t i o n s i n S h a n g h a i and c a l l e d i t " s o p h i s t r y . " B u t he 

8 0 
p o i n t e d to the m i l i t a r y f o r the g r e a t e r p a r t o f the blame. 

On F e b r u a r y 6 t h and 7 t h , t h e H a i n a n s h i m b u n , p u b l i s h e d 

e d i t o r i a l s w h i c h v i c i o u s l y d e n o u n c e d N i t o b e f o r h i s 

81 
s t a t e m e n t s . I t a l s o p r i n t e d s e v e r a l r e a d e r s ' l e t t e r s which 

b r i s t l e d w i t h p a t r i o t i c i n d i g n a t i o n : N i t o b e , t h e y c h a r g e d , 

w i t h h i s mi sgu ided i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m , was l e a d i n g the c o u n t r y 

down t h e p a t h o f r u i n . " J u s t what c o u n t r y i s t h e D o c t o r f r o m 

t h a t he u s e s s u c h i n t e m p e r a t e l a n g u a g e ? " I n s t e a d o f 

c r i t i c i z i n g the government and m i l i t a r y , they f e l t , a l l l o y a l 
8 2 

Japanese s h o u l d r a l l y t o g e t h e r i n these h a r d - p r e s s e d t i m e s . 

N i t o b e t h o u g h t i t b e s t t o i g n o r e t h e a t t a c k s . A f t e r t h e 

f i r s t e d i t o r i a l , he w r o t e t h e f o l l o w i n g i n h i s E d i t o r i a l 

J o t t i n g s column e n t i t l e d "Canine W r i t e r s " : 

The w o r s t t h i n g you c a n do i s t o r e p l y t o an 
e d i t o r i a l a t t a c k . . . I f you w r i t e a d e f e n c e , 
t h a t i s e x a c t l y what i s w a n t e d , s i n c e i t w i l l 
show t h a t you have r e c o g n i z e d i t s e x i s t e n c e and 
t h o u g h t i t w o r t h y t o s p e a k t o . A m o r e 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l a t t i t u d e [ i s ] t o n e g l e c t i t 
c o m p l e t e l y . 

N i t o b e r e t u r n e d to Tokyo hop ing t h a t the commotion would 

d i e a w a y . B u t i t d i d n o t . A t a l o c a l m i l i t a r y r e v e r v e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n meet ing i n Matsuyama on F e b r u a r y 20th , the mat ter 

was brought up a g a i n , and the f o l l o w i n g p r o c l a m a t i o n adopted: 

N i t o b e I n a z o ' s s t a t e m e n t s t o r e p o r t e r s on 4 
F e b r u a r y are extreme and show a l a c k o f r e s p e c t 
one e x p e c t s f r o m a l e a r n e d man. B e c a u s e he i s a 
c e l e b r i t y , h i s words w i l l have f a r r e a c h i n g 
i n f l u e n c e . The r e s u l t w i l l be t o m i s l e a d t h e 
p u b l i c a n d b r e a k t h e u n i t e d s p i r i t o f t h e 
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p e o p l e . T h i s i n t u r n opens t h e way t o i n v a s i o n 
by o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i s g r e a t . 
J a p a n f a c e s g r a v e p r o s p e c t s and must c a l l f o r 
t h e c o o p e r a t i o n o f b o t h h i g h and l o w . We a r e 
a l a r m e d o v e r t h e f u t u r e o f o u r c o u n t r y . As 
I m p e r i a l s u b j e c t s , we c o u l d n o t s t a n d b y , so a 
g e n e r a l mee t ing_was c a l l e d and i t was d e c i d e d 
t h a t N i t o b e Inazo shou ld not be excused . We, the 
r e s e r v i s t s who s e r v e t h e E m p e r o r and work f o r 
t h e p u b l i c , u r g e N i t o b e t o r e f l e c t upon h i s 
w o r d s . I f he does n o t , we must i n f o r m t h e p e o p l e 
of Japan . We a w a i t h i s d e c i s i o n . 

The p u b l i c f u r o r i n Matsuyama and t h e L o c a l M i l i t a r y 

R e s e r v i s t s ' c e n s u r e b r o u g h t the i s s u e t o n a t i o n a l a t t e n t i o n . 

8 5 

T o k y o n e w s p a p e r s and m a g a z i n e s began t o p i c k up t h e s t o r y . 

On F e b r u a r y 27th , N i t o b e was v i s i t e d a t h i s home by the V i c e -

M i n i s t e r o f the Navy, S a k o j i S e i z o , and the c h i e f o f M i l i t a r y 

A f f a i r s S e c t i o n i n t h e War M i n i s t r y , N a g a t a T e t s u z a n , t o 

i n q u i r e a b o u t t h e c h a r g e s . L a t e r S a k o j i met w i t h t h e m e d i a 

and s a i d t h a t "the D o c t o r made c l e a r t h a t t h e n e w s p a p e r 

a r t i c l e was a t c o m p l e t e odds w i t h h i s own p e r s o n a l o p i n i o n s 

a n d t h a t he r e g r e t t e d t h a t some m e m b e r s o f t h e p u b l i c 
8 6 

misunders tood h i s v iews ." 

T h i s s ta tement by the Naval V i c e M i n i s t e r o n l y added f u e l 

t o the f i r e . F e e l i n g t h a t s t r o n g e r a c t i o n was n e e d e d , t h e 

M i l i t a r y R e s e r v i s t s brought up the Matsuyama remarks a g a i n a t 

a t h r e e - d a y c o n f e r e n c e a t the N a t i o n a l H e a d q u a r t e r s i n Tokyo 

i n e a r l y March . T h e r e , a committee of censure was formed to 
8 7 

e x t r a c t from N i t o b e a p u b l i c apo logy . 
N i t o b e , i n the meanwhi le , had been a d m i t t e d i n t o the S t . 

L u k e ' s I n t e r n a t i o n a l H o s p i t a l i n T s u k i j i f o r a n e u r a l g i c 

8 8 
c o n d i t i o n . He thought t h a t the i n c i d e n t had blown o v e r , but 
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on the even ing o f March 3 r d , three r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s from the 

I m p e r i a l R e s e r v e C e n s u r e C o m m i t t e e v i s i t e d h i m a t t h e 

h o s p i t a l . T h e r e , t h e y r e l e n t l e s s l y p u r s u e d h i m a b o u t h i s 

Matsuyama s t a t e m e n t s . N i t o b e "defended h i m s e l f by s a y i n g t h a t 

the s t a t e m e n t s a b o u t m i l i t a r y c l i q u e s and t h e d o w n f a l l o f 

Japan was not meant to i m p l y the Japanese m i l i t a r y c l i q u e , and 

t h a t he had u s e d t h e m i l i t a r y c l i q u e s o f C h i n a and t h e w o r l d 

i n t a l k i n g a b o u t t h i s . " But h i s d e f e n s e was i n v a i n . Q u o t i n g 

r e c o r d s o f t h a t mee t ings , Uchikawa E i i c h i r o w r i t e s : 

e a c h member a t t a c k e d w i t h p r o o f and N i t o b e 
sudden ly became confused and v e r y b e w i l d e r e d and 
r e t o r t e d ' t h e f a c t t h a t my w o r d s w e r e n o t 
r e p o r t e d as I s a i d them i s my own f a u l t . I w i l l 
a p p e a r t o m o r r o w a t y o u r m e e t i n g a n d 
a p o l o g i z e . ' 

A t 11 a . m . t h e f o l l o w i n g d a y , N i t o b e , w i t h h i s 

grandnephew a t h i s s i d e , appeared b e f o r e the t r u s t e e s a t the 

90 

headquar ter s of the I m p e r i a l Reserve A s s o c i a t i o n . From the 

c e n t r a l podium, he spoke to the h o s t i l e group. He r e l a t e d the 

d e t a i l s o f h i s M a t s u y a m a s t a t e m e n t s o f t h e month b e f o r e and 

t r i e d to show t h a t they were m i s i n t e r p r e t e d i n the p r e s s ; h i s 

t a l k f i n i s h e d , he t r i e d to l e a v e , but a t r u s t e e , not s a t i s f i e d 

w i t h N i t o b e ' s e x p l a n a t i o n , a n g r i l y o r d e r e d him to " f u l f i l l the 

promise you made ye s t erday ." N i t o b e , r e a l i z i n g t h a t the group 

w i s h e d n o t h i n g l e s s t h a n t o see h i m c a p i t u l a t e b e f o r e t h e m , 

c o m p l i e d w i t h o u t r e s i s t i n g : 

b e c a u s e my words were n o t s u f f i c i e n t , I have 
c a u s e d much t r o u b l e t o s o c i e t y . I s i n c e r e l y 
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r e g r e t t h i s . I a p o l o g i z e b e f o r e you a l l . 

And w i t h t h i s , N i t o b e bowed h i s head i n a p o l o g y t o t h e 

t r i u m p h a n t r e s e r v e o f f i c e r s . He r e t u r n e d t o S t . L u k e ' s 

H o s p i t a l guarded by h i s grandnephew, L i e u t e n a n t Commander Ota 

o f t h e N a v a l R e s e r v e s , where he r e m a i n e d f o r t h e n e x t t w e l v e 

9 2 

d a y s . H i s a p o l o g y a t t r a c t e d w i d e s p r e a d a t t e n t i o n , and h i s 

l i b e r a l r e p u t a t i o n s u f f e r e d a major se tback when newspapers a t 

home and abroad r e p o r t e d the event . The Kainan shimbun, which 

had s t a r t e d the whole a f f a i r , i n i t s i s s u e o f March 7 th , ran 

l a r g e h e a d l i n e s on t h e f r o n t page w i t h " D r . N i t o b e T a k e s O f f 

93 

Hat i n Defeat ." 

Uchikawa E i i c h i r o , who has i n v e s t i g a t e d t h i s i n c i d e n t i n 

g r e a t d e t a i l , w r i t e s t h a t " N i t o b e [ a p o l o g i z e d ] f o r h i s 
9 4 

p e r s o n a l s a f e t y . " Had N i t o b e n o t done s o , w o u l d h i s l i f e 

have been i n d a n g e r ? C o n t e m p o r a r y e v e n t s s u g g e s t t h i s . In 

F e b r u a r y , a u l t r a - n a t i o n a l i s t t e r r o r i s t g r o u p , K e t s u m e i d a n 

( B l o o d B r o t h e r h o o d B a n d ) , made a " h i t l i s t " o f t w e n t y 

p r o m i n e n t men i n g o v e r n m e n t and b u s i n e s s . Among them were 

I n u k a i T s u y o s h i , Tokonami T a k e j i r o and S u z u k i K i s a b u r o (Seiyu 

k a i ) ; W a k a t s u k i R e i j i r o , Inoue J u n n o s u k e , S h i d e h a r a K i j u r o 

( M i n s e i t o ) ; Ikeda S h i g e a k i , Dan Takuma, Go Se inosuke ( M i t s u i ) ; 

K i m u r a K u s u y a t a ( M i t s u b i s h i ) ; S a i o n j i K i n m o c h i , M a k i n o 

N o b u a k i , Tokugawa I e s a t o and I t o M i y o j i (Peers and C o u r t 
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a d v i s o r s ) . Three o f the above were k i l l e d . 

On F e b r u a r y 9 t h , a few days a f t e r N i t o b e ' s Matsuyama 

s ta tements were made p u b l i c , Inoue Junnosuke, a c l o s e N i t o b e 234 



a c q u a i n t a n c e was s h o t i n t h e b a c k ; and on M a r c h 5 t h , t h e day 

a f t e r N i t o b e ' s a p o l o g y t o t h e I m p e r i a l R e s e r v e s , B a r o n Dan 

T a k u m a , d i r e c t o r o f t h e M i t s u i h o l d i n g c o m p a n y was 

a s s a s s i n a t e d . 9 6 D u r i n g the Matsuyama I n c i d e n t , N i t o b e ' s home 

was guarded by p o l i c e m e n s t a t i o n e d o u t s i d e to ward o f f w o u l d -

be a t t a c k e r s . And O t a T s u n e t o s h i s t a y e d by N i t o b e ' s s i d e f o r 
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two whole months to p r o t e c t him a g a i n s t v i o l e n c e . 

One o f t h e u n f o r e s e e n r e p e r c u s s i o n s o f t h e Matsuyama 

I n c i d e n t was to b r i n g N i t o b e back i n t o an i n t e r n a t i o n a l arena 

a g a i n , t h i s t i m e as a s p o k e s m a n f o r J a p a n t o U n i t e d S t a t e s and 

Canada. 

E m i s s a r y to N o r t h A m e r i c a , A p r i l 1932-March 1933 

The f i r s t announcement o f N i t o b e ' s t r i p abroad "on b e h a l f 

o f the country" came a f t e r h i s F e b r u a r y 28th meet ing w i t h the 

Navy V i c e M i n i s t e r S a k o j i and M i l i t a r y A f f a i r s Bureau C h i e f , 

C o l o n e l N a g a t a . In a p r e s s s t a t e m e n t r e l e a s e d i m m e d i a t e l y 

a f t e r the mee t ing , S a k o j i mentioned t h a t [Nitobe] agreed "to 

go o v e r s e a s i n t h e f u t u r e t o announce h i s v i e w s c o n c e r n i n g 

9 8 

contemporary problems." 

T h i s was s u r p r i s i n g news. E i g h t years e a r l i e r , N i t o b e had 

s t a t e d i n p u b l i c t h a t he would not s t ep f o o t on Amer ican s o i l 

u n t i l t h e I m m i g r a t i o n A c t had been r e p e a l e d . Though he had 

s u b s e q u e n t l y r e c e i v e d "over a dozen i n v i t a t i o n s " from v a r i o u s 

groups i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s r e q u e s t i n g h i m t o a d d r e s s t h e m , 

N i t o b e f i r m l y k e p t h i s vow. To N i c h o l a s B u t l e r , who i n v i t e d 
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him to C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y i n May 1931 to i n a u g u r a t e the newly 

e s t a b l i s h e d I n s t i t u t e o f Japanese S t u d i e s , N i t o b e wrote : 

n o t h i n g w i l l e n t i c e me t o e n t e r the c o u n t r y 
where my own k i t h and k i n a r e n o t t r e a t e d on 
e q u a l t e r m s w i t h t h e r e s t o f m a n k i n d . I s h a l l be 
a s h a m e d t o b e t r e a t e d w i t h s p e c i a l 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ^ a s t h o u g h I do n o t b e l o n g t o t h e 
Japanese r a c e . 

But N i t o b e ' s p e r s o n a l f e e l i n g s on the i m m i g r a t i o n i s s u e 

w e r e now o v e r s h a d o w e d by l a r g e r a n d m o r e p r e s s i n g 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n c e r n s . Through the autumn and w i n t e r months 

o f 1 9 3 1 - 3 2 , t h e J a p a n e s e army c o n t i n u e d t o c o n s o l i d a t e i t s 

ga ins on the c o n t i n e n t , w h i l e the League o f N a t i o n ' s C o u n c i l , 

t o whom C h i n a had a p p e a l e d , d e l i b e r a t e d on what s t e p s i t 

s h o u l d t a k e t o r e s o l v e t h e c r i s i s . 1 0 0 I t s s l o w p r o g r e s s i n 

coming to a r e s o l u t i o n was blamed on the s t a l l i n g t a c t i c s o f 

t h e J a p a n e s e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . F i n a l l y on December 1 0 t h , t h e 

C o u n c i l d e c i d e d t o s end a C o m m i s s i o n o f I n q u i r y , headed by 

L o r d L y t t o n , t o make an o n - t h e - s p o t i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h e 
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Manchur ian c r i s i s and submit a r e p o r t to the League. 

The A m e r i c a n g o v e r n m e n t d i d n o t have a s e t p o s i t i o n on 

t h e F a r E a s t e r n C r i s i s a t t h i s j u n c t u r e . Though S e c r e t a r y o f 

S t a t e H e n r y S t i m s o n w a n t e d t o t a k e s t r o n g m e a s u r e s a g a i n s t 

J a p a n , and had i s s u e d t h e " S t i m s o n Note s" i n J a n u a r y , w h i c h 

c a l l e d f o r n o n - r e c o g n i t i o n o f areas Japan a c q u i r e d by f o r c e , 

P r e s i d e n t H o o v e r and A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e W i l l i a m 

C a s t l e , h i s i n f l u e n t i a l a d v i s o r , were opposed to a c t i o n s which 
10 2 

m i g h t a n t a g o n i z e J a p a n . In t h i s f l u i d s t a t e o f a f f a i r s , 
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w i n n i n g A m e r i c a n p u b l i c o p i n i o n t o i t s s i d e was s e e n by t h e 
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Japanese government to be o f c r u c i a l i m p o r t a n c e . 

But the A m e r i c a n Pres s was h o s t i l e . S i n c e the outbreak of 

the M a n c h u r i a n I n c i d e n t , l e a d i n g n e w s p a p e r s and j o u r n a l s 

u n c e a s i n g l y c a r r i e d a r t i c l e s t h a t s h o w e d J a p a n i n an 
10 4 

u n f a v o r a b l e l i g h t . " M i l i t a r i s t i c " and " a g g r e s s i v e " were 

commonly used a d j e c t i v e s to e x p l a i n her a c t i o n s i n M a n c h u r i a 

and S h a n g h a i . As p a r t o f an e f f o r t t o c u r t a i l t h i s o m i n o u s 

a n t i - J a p a n e s e t i d e , the F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y appea l ed to N i t o b e , 
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whose r e p u t a t i o n i n A m e r i c a as a l i b e r a l was w e l l - k n o w n . 

By t h e m i d d l e o f M a r c h , p l a n s t o s e n d h i m t o t h e U n i t e d 

S t a t e s t o e x p l a i n J a p a n ' s c a s e t o t h e A m e r i c a n p e o p l e were 

t a k i n g c o n c r e t e shape. In a l e t t e r to h i s f r i e n d Kunimatsu i n 

Matsuyama, dated March 18th , N i t o b e , a f t e r a p o l o g i z i n g f o r the 

t r o u b l e he had caused i n the Matsuyama I n c i d e n t , ment ions t h a t 

"I h a v e b e e n a s k e d t o go a b r o a d n e x t m o n t h . . . . I am n o t 

c o m p l e t e l y happy about i t , but i t w i l l be the l a s t s e r v i c e I 

can o f f e r my c o u n t r y , so I go w i l l i n g l y . " " ' " 0 6 

Two days l a t e r , he w r o t e a n o t h e r l e t t e r t o a young 

B u d d h i s t nun i n Y a m a g a t a P r e f e c t u r e , S a t o H o r y o whom he had 

b e f r i e n d e d f i v e y e a r s b e f o r e , which r e v e a l s p r e s s u r e s upon him 

to undertake the "d i sagreeab le journey": 
I have been a d v i s e d t o l e a v e f o r A m e r i c a soon 
and w i l l p r o b a b l y kje^ordered by t h e J a p a n e s e 
government to do so. 

N i t o b e p o n d e r e d on t h e c h a n c e s o f s u c c e s s f o r t h i s 

d i f f i c u l t m i s s i o n . The o u t l o o k was d e p r e s s i n g : t h e t i d e o f 
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American p u b l i c o p i n i o n was r u n n i n g too s t r o n g l y a g a i n s t 
Japan. He h i m s e l f would be viewed "as an a p o l o g i s t of the 
m i l i t a r i s t s " and be accused of cowardice f o r seeking refuge 
i n America from t h r e a t s upon h i s l i f e . Indeed " w i l d rumors" 
t h a t he was i n f a c t a t a r g e t of u l t r a - n a t i o n a l i s t s appear t o 

10 8 

have been one reason f o r Mary's w a n t i n g t o take the t r i p . 
But whatever f e a r s N i t o b e h i m s e l f may have harbored about 
d y i n g a t the hands of a s s a s s i n s , he d i d not r e v e a l them. 
Rather h i s statements at t h i s c r i t i c a l p o i n t suggest t h a t he 
was moved by h i g h i d e a l s . Even i f i t meant d e s t r o y i n g h i s 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e p u t a t i o n as a l i b e r a l , he f e l t i t a p e r s o n a l 
duty to e x p l a i n to Americans Japan's case i n Manchuria. In the 
E d i t o r i a l J o t t i n g s , he put h i s p r i v a t e s t r u g g l e s i n t o a p u b l i c 
c o n f e s s i o n : 

The c o u n t r y t o which I was bound p r e s e n t e d an 
appearance of u t t e r darkness. I s t r a i n e d my eyes 
... t o see some l i g h t t o l e a d and c o m f o r t me. 
F a i l i n g t o f i n d any, my h e a r t sank w i t h i n me and 
I f e l t l i k e g i v i n g up the m i s s i o n . Then a V o i c e 
w i t h i n me said--Go on, depending on the l i g h t 
t h a t i s w i t h i n you! I f e l t g r e a t l y encouraged, 
because w i t h i n me I harboured no thought of gain 
or a m b i t i o n . I c o u l d say t o m y s e l f t h a t 'my 
strength was as -jthe strength of ten because my 
heart was pure.'" 

To g u a r d a g a i n s t c h a r g e s o f s p r e a d i n g o f f i c i a l 
propaganda, N i t o b e c h o s e • t o t r a v e l as a " p r i v a t e c i t i z e n " 
under the p r e t e n s e of " s t u d y i n g American p u b l i c o p i n i o n . " 
Even the column t h a t he wrote i n the Osaka M a i n i c h i changed 
i t s heading f o r h i s period from " E d i t o r i a l J o t t i n g s " to "What 
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I am L e a r n i n g i n America." 1 "'" 0 But i t i s c l e a r t h a t N i t o b e was 

n o t a c t i n g a l o n e : h i s m i s s i o n f r o m t h e v e r y f i r s t was 

c o n c e i v e d b y , and had t h e c o m p l e t e s u p p o r t o f , t h e J a p a n e s e 

g o v e r n m e n t . And h i s a c t i v i t i e s t h r o u g h o u t were c a r e f u l l y 

m o n i t o r e d by t h e F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y , w i t h whom he a p p e a r s t o 

have been i n f u l l c o l l a b o r a t i o n . On A p r i l 14 th , when he, Mary, 

and h e r n u r s e l e f t f r o m Y o k o h a m a , among t h e c r o w d o f w e l l -

w i s h e r s was the former F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r h i m s e l f , Sh idehara 

K i j u r o , who had come t o t h e h a r b o r t o see N i t o b e o f f , and w i s h 

, . I l l him succes s . 

The t r i p a c r o s s t h e P a c i f i c t o o k t h i r t e e n d a y s - - f i v e t o 

H a w a i i and e i g h t to C a l i f o r n i a . They reached San F r a n c i s c o on 

F e b r u a r y 2 7 t h . N i t o b e made s e v e r a l q u i c k c a l l s a r o u n d the 

c i t y , i n c l u d i n g one t o t h e J a p a n e s e C o n s u l a t e - G e n e r a l , and 

l e f t d i r e c t l y v i a t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l r a i l f o r the E a s t Coas t and 
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a r r i v e d on the even ing o f May 6th i n New York . 

N i t o b e had c a r e f u l l y worked out a s t r a t e g y i n advance: he 

was t o f o c u s f i r s t l y on w i n n i n g o v e r A m e r i c a n s a t t h e v e r y 

c e n t e r o f t h e E s t a b l i s h m e n t . New Y o r k C i t y , w i t h i t s 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f i n f l u e n t i a l o p i n i o n l e a d e r s , was the l o g i c a l 

p l a c e t o b e g i n . A s e c o n d m a j o r r e a s o n f o r s t a r t i n g w i t h New 

Y o r k was t h a t t h e m a j o r n e w s p a p e r s and r a d i o b r o a d c a s t i n g 

companies were h e a d q u a r t e r e d here . Statements r e l e a s e d i n the 

c i t y were a s s u r e d of r e a c h i n g a much l a r g e audience a c r o s s the 

c o u n t r y t h r o u g h c o m m u n i c a t i o n s n e t w o r k s . W i t h t h e s e 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n mind , N i t o b e began h i s p a i n f u l campaign to 
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h e l p s h i f t Amer ican p u b l i c o p i n i o n to Japan's cause . 
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On May 7 t h , t h e day a f t e r he a r r i v e d , N i t o b e h e l d an 

i n t e r v i e w w i t h newspaper r e p o r t e r s a t h i s h o t e l ; and the day 

a f t e r , he g a v e a r a d i o b r o a d c a s t ' " J a p a n , t h e L e a g u e o f 

N a t i o n s , and t h e Peace P a c t " o v e r t h e C o l u m b i a B r o a d c a s t i n g 

Company. In h i s i n t e r v i e w , which was p u b l i s h e d i n the New York 

T i m e s , N i t o b e appea led to the Amer ican ' s sense o f " f a i r p lay" 

and c a r e f u l l y e x p l a i n e d t h a t "Japan does not want a n y t h i n g i n 

C h i n a e x c e p t s t a b i l i t y i n t h a t c o u n t r y . " He e m p h a s i z e d t h a t 

J a p a n does n o t want any C h i n e s e t e r r i t o r y . "I am s u r e , " 

N i t o b e c o n c l u d e d , " t h a t when a l l t h e f a c t s a r e b e f o r e t h e 

people o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s , they w i l l agree t h a t the Japanese 
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want w o r l d peace." 

R e a c t i o n s t o h i s i n t e r v i e w were q u i c k and h a r s h . In an 

"Open L e t t e r t o D r . N i t o b e " i n t h e New R e p u b l i c , Raymond 

B u e l l , Research D i r e c t o r o f the C o u n c i l on F o r e i g n R e l a t i o n s , 

c h a l l e n g e d N i t o b e on the c l a i m s he had made r e g a r d i n g Japan i n 

M a n c h u r i a . "It i s h e a r t b r e a k i n g f o r t h o s e who have f o l l o w e d 

your pas t c a r e e r to b e l i e v e t h a t these s ta tements a c c u r a t e l y 

p o r t r a y y o u r v i e w s . " A f t e r r e m i n d i n g N i t o b e o f h i s Q u a k e r 

b e l i e f s and h i s s e r v i c e t o t h e L e a g u e , B u e l l c o n t i n u e d t h a t 

" [ i ] n v iew of the p r e s e n t reg ime i n J a p a n , we c o u l d unders tand 

a p o l i c y o f s i l e n c e on y o u r p a r t , b u t we c a n n o t u n d e r s t a n d a 
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p o l i c y which u n c r i t i c a l l y defends Japanese m i l i t a r i s m . " 

The C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y , i n i t s June 1st e d i t o r i a l e n t i t l e d 

"The Menace o f M i l i t a r i s m , " a f t e r m e n t i o n i n g t h a t N i t o b e ' s 

l i f e "was i m p e r i l e d " by h i s Matsuyama s t a t e m e n t s , c o n t i n u e d 
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t h a t "Dr . N i t o b e was a c c o r d i n g l y p e r s u a d e d t o d i s r e g a r d h i s 

p r e v i o u s s c r u p l e s " t o u n d e r t a k e t h e j o u r n e y t o A m e r i c a . The 

e d i t o r i a l c o n c l u d e d : 

[ N i t o b e ] made p u b l i c t h e most s w e e p i n g and 
u n q u a l i f i e d a p p r o v a l o f e v e r y t h i n g t h a t J a p a n 
has done i n M a n c h u r i a and S h a n g h a i . . . . I t i s 
i n c r e d i b l e t h a t t h e D r . N i t o b e o f t h e Geneva 
days c o u l d have t a k e n s u c h a p o s i t i o n . The D r . 
N i t o b e who has d e f e n d e d t h e s a c k o f C h a p e i i s a 
w a r c a s u a l t y . He i s a t e s t i m o n y t o t h e 
r u t h l e s s n e s s w i t h which m i l i t a r i s m w i l J - ^ l u d g e o n 
anyone who dares to s tand i n i t s p a t h . 

N i t o b e was h u r t by these remarks and he commented on both 

p i e c e s i n h i s Osaka M a i n i c h i c o l u m n . R e g a r d i n g B u e l l ' s 

l e t t e r , he w r o t e t h a t "I w o u l d n o t have m i n d e d i t i f i t had 

been w r i t t e n i n a f a i r s p i r i t : b u t i t was an e x p r e s s i o n o f 
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h y p e r c r i t i c a l d i s t o r t i o n . " And r e g a r d i n g the l a t t e r : 

"The C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y " . . . has done me t h e 
honour o f an e d i t o r i a l comment i n w h i c h were 
some a b u s i v e a l l u s i o n s w i t h o u t any f o u n d a t i o n 
upon w h i c h t o b a s e t h e m . . . . As i t has a l w a y s 
been my p r i n c i p l e n o t t o c a r e what o t h e r s a y , I 
s h a l l not make any r e p l y . . . . I look upon [the 
e d i t o r i a l ] as i n d i c a t i v e o f t h e low l e v e l - ^ o 
which C h r i s t i a n i t y has sunk i n t h i s c o u n t r y . 

The above two p u b l i c a t t a c k s d i d n o t d e t e r N i t o b e f r o m 

h i s a s s i g n m e n t . He r e m a i n e d i n New Y o r k f o r t h e month o f May 

and a d d r e s s e d v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s on t h e p r o b l e m s f a c i n g 

J a p a n . On May 2 0 t h , he made h i s s e c o n d r a d i o s p e e c h o v e r CBS 

e n t i t l e d "Japan ' s Hopes and F e a r s . " In t h i s t a l k , w h i c h was 

p a r t o f a s e r i e s s p o n s o r e d by t h e New Y o r k J a p a n e s e Chamber o f 

C o m m e r c e , N i t o b e r e i t e r a t e d J a p a n ' s M a n c h u r i a n p o l i c y and 
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e m p h a s i z e d t h e t r e a t y r i g h t s t h a t she h a d won t h e r e a t huge 

s a c r i f i c e s . He a l s o e x p l a i n e d a t l e n g t h the two c r u c i a l i s s u e s 

u n d e r l y i n g t h e p r e s e n t c r i s i s f r o m t h e J a p a n e s e p o i n t o f 

v i e w : f i r s t l y , t h e i n c r e a s i n g t a r i f f s p u t on by h e r t r a d i n g 

p a r t n e r s ; and s e c o n d l y , t h e c o u n t r y ' s i m p e r a t i v e need f o r a 

s t a b l e s u p p l y o f raw m a t e r i a l s . Peace and o r d e r i n t h e 

r e g i o n , he s t r e s s e d , i s i n d i s p e n s i b l e t o J a p a n , f o r M a n c h u r i a 
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i s "Japan's l i f e - l i n e . " 

The J a p a n e s e C o n s u l i n New Y o r k was p l e a s e d w i t h 

N i t o b e ' s p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s work and c a b l e d the F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y 
12 0 

i n Tokyo t o i n f o r m them t h a t " N i t o b e i s d o i n g a good j o b . " 

In J u n e , N i t o b e was i n W a s h i n g t o n D . C . He c o n t i n u e d h i s work 

o f s p e a k i n g t o d i f f e r e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n and m e e t i n g p r i v a t e l y 

w i t h i m p o r t a n t d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s . Wi th Ambassador D e b u c h i , he 

p a i d a c o u r t e s y c a l l on P r e s i d e n t H o o v e r ; a f t e r w a r d s he 

v i s i t e d S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e Henry S t i m s o n . But h i s a c t i v i t i e s 

i n the n a t i o n ' s c a p i t a l d i d not a t t r a c t much media a t t e n t i o n . 

H i s meet ing w i t h the P r e s i d e n t , f o r example , which o n l y l a s t e d 

seven m i n u t e s , was not even mentioned i n the New York T i m e s , 
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the paper t h a t N i t o b e a lways r e a d . 

He s p e n t t h e r e s t o f J u n e a n d J u l y i n a n d a r o u n d 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , h i s w i f e ' s hometown. H e r e he r e s t e d and 

r e c e i v e d some p r i v a t e honors . H a v e r f o r d C o l l e g e , a t i t s June 

11 June commencement, g r a n t e d him an Honorary D o c t o r a t e o f Law 

12 2 

d e g r e e . A n d s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r , he a n d M a r y w e r e 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d gues ts a t another s m a l l e r g r a d u a t i o n ceremony at 

Westown, a Quaker boys' h i g h s c h o o l . T h e i r seventeen year o l d 
242 



grandnephew, David E l k i n t o n , was among the graduates. While i n 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , Nitobe gave speeches to Friends Meetings on the 
s i t u a t i o n i n the Far East. Howard E l k i n t o n , a r e l a t i v e , l a t e r 
r e c o l l e c t e d N i t o b e ' s d i f f i c u l t i e s t o e x p l a i n "Japan's 
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m i l i t a r i s m " to the p a c i f i s t Quakers. 

A f t e r c o n c l u d i n g a p l e a s a n t v i s i t w i t h the E l k i n t o n s , 
Nitobe, Mary, Mori Futae, a "young newspaper man from Tokyo," 
and young David E l k i n t o n , who served as chauffeur and general 
h e l p e r , drove n o r t h t o W i l l i a m s C o l l e g e f o r the T w e l f t h 
I n s t i t u t e o f P o l i t i c s . They a r r i v e d a t Wi 1 1 i a m s t o w n , 
M a s s a c h u s e t t s on the eve n i n g of J u l y 27th and checked i n a t 
the W i l l i a m s Inn, where they spent the next four weeks while 
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the I n s t i t u t e was i n session. 

The I n s t i t u t e of P o l i t i c s a t W i l l i a m s C o l l e g e ranked 
f i r s t among the some half-dozen groups s t a r t e d a f t e r World War 
I i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s t o study w o r l d a f f a i r s . Among i t s 
O f f i c e r s and Board members were W a l t e r McLaren, George 
Bl a k e s l e e , Walter Lippman, and James Brown Scott--men known 
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w i d e l y f o r t h e i r e x p e r t i s e i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e l a t i o n s . For 
the I n s t i t u t e ' s T w e l f t h S e s s i o n , whose agenda i n c l u d e d s i x 
Round Table D i s c u s s i o n s and two Gen e r a l C o n f e r e n c e s , some 
three hundred people from many d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s attended. 
Nitobe, designated keynote speaker, on the opening day gave an 
a d d r e s s e n t i t l e d " D e v e l o p m e n t o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

12 6 
C o o p e r a t i o n . " Though h i s address was n o n - c o n t r o v e r s i a l , 
s i n c e i t d e a l t m a i n l y w i t h the growth and development of 243 



v a r i o u s i n t e r n a t i o n a l bod ie s and the n e c e s s i t y o f " f o s t e r i n g 

the i n t e r n a t i o n a l mind," he d i d not s k i r t the problem of Japan 

and t h e L e a g u e . P e r h a p s t o t h e d i s c o m f o r t o f some i n t h e 

a u d i e n c e , he may have been a l i t t l e too d i r e c t : 

In [Japan's] f o r e i g n r e l a t i o n s we have most 
t o do w i t h C h i n a , and t h e i s s u e s b e t w e e n us 
b e l o n g s t r i c t l y t o t h e two n a t i o n s . _ 7 W e , 
t h e r e f o r e , p r e f e r d i r e c t n e g o t i a t i o n s ; . . . 

N i t o b e gave h i s second I n s t i t u t e t a l k "Basic P r i n c i p l e s 

o f Japanese P o l i t i c s " a few days l a t e r i n an even ing l e c t u r e . 

And he p a r t i c i p a t e d a c t i v e l y i n the Round T a b l e D i s c u s s i o n s on 

"Sino-Japanese R e l a t i o n s i n E a s t e r n A s i a . " Here , N i t o b e f r e e l y 

expressed h i s o p i n i o n s on the c u r r e n t c r i s i s i n M a n c h u r i a , the 

p a r t i c i p a n t s , l i k e a t the Kyoto and Shanghai IPR C o n f e r e n c e s , 

d i v i d e d s h a r p l y on t h e i s s u e s a c c o r d i n g t o t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 

n a t i o n a l i t i e s . The Japanese , N i t o b e , Roy A k a g i , and P r o f e s s o r 

O b a t a l i n e d - u p on one s i d e , and t h e C h i n e s e p a r t i c i p a n t s , V . 

W e l l i n g t o n Koo a n d P r o f e s s o r K i a n g on t h e o t h e r . The 

p a r t i c i p a n t s from the o t h e r c o u n t r i e s g e n e r a l l y took p o s i t i o n s 
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somewhere between. 

W h i l e t h e I n s t i t u t e was i n i t s l a s t week o f s e s s i o n , 

N i t o b e made a q u i c k v i s i t t o New York C i t y to g i v e , on August 
12 9 

2 0 t h , one m o r e r a d i o s p e e c h on C B S . T h i s t i m e , he 

c o n c e n t r a t e d on the S t imson Notes . In h i s t w e n t y - s i x minute 

a d d r e s s , N i t o b e argued t h a t the N o n - R e c o g n i t i o n D o c t r i n e put 

f o r t h by t h e A m e r i c a n S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e u n d e r t h e t e r m s o f 

the K e l l o g g - B r i a n d Pact was i n a p p l i c a b l e to Japan because o f 

244 



i t s r e t r o a c t i v e n a t u r e . The P a c t , he n o t e d , was s i g n e d on 

A u g u s t 27 , 1928; t h e N o n - R e c o g n i t i o n D o c t r i n e was p u t f o r t h 

t h r e e and a h a l f y e a r s l a t e r . "Is i t f a i r t o b i n d , " he a s k e d 

r h e t o r i c a l l y , "a s i g n a t o r y to a t r e a t y by i n t e r p r e t i n g i t i n a 

way o f w h i c h i t was n o t w a r n e d and t o w h i c h i t may n o t have 

consented?" Though N i t o b e a f f i r m e d h i s suppor t o f the Peace 

P a c t , i t s a p p l i c a t i o n , he s t r e s s e d , had t o be c o n s i d e r e d i n 

l i g h t o f t h e a c t u a l c o n d i t i o n s a t h a n d : 

I have f a i t h i n [ the P a c t ' s ] u l t i m a t e t r i u m p h , 
b u t t r i u m p h c a n n o t be f o r c e d by h a i r - s p l i t t i n g 
l e g a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . Tr iumph can come onl^^as a 
moral s u a s i o n b e f i t t i n g a r e a l s i t u a t i o n . 

In N i t o b e ' s e y e s , t h e p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n C h i n a was 

s u c h t h a t t h e v a r i o u s p e a c e m a c h i n e r y — a s f o r m u l a t e d i n t h e 

League's Covenant , the Nine Power T r e a t y , and the Peace P a c t — 

w e r e n o t y e t r e l e v a n t . O n l y a f t e r c e r t a i n f u n d a m e n t a l 

c o n d i t i o n s were met c o u l d Japan r e a l i s t i c a l l y r e l y upon them. 

Among t h e s e , t h r e e s tood out : (1) t h a t C h i n a a t t a i n p o l i t i c a l 

u n i t y and " r e n o u n c e a n t i - f o r e i g n d i p l o m a c y as a means o f 

n a t i o n a l p o l i c y " ; (2) J a p a n i s a l l o w e d a c c e s s t o v i t a l f o o d 

a n d i n d u s t r i a l s u p p l i e s ; (3) R u s s i a i s c h e c k e d f r o m 

e n c r o a c h m e n t on C h i n e s e s o i l . U n t i l t h e t i m e when t h e s e 

c o n d i t i o n s were met, Japan would have to take mat ters i n her 
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own hands , and defend her i n t e r e s t s as she saw f i t . 

In l a t e A u g u s t , N i t o b e went n o r t h t o C a n a d a t o s t u d y 

Canadian p u b l i c o p i n i o n . In Ot tawa , through the i n t r o d u c t i o n 

of Ambassador Tokugawa I e s a t o , he met many of Canada's l e a d i n g 
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p o l i t i c i a n s and was h e a r t e n e d by t h e i r g e n e r a l l y f a v o r a b l e 

1 3 2 
v iews r e g a r d i n g Japan and the Manchur ian p r o b l e m . W h i l e i n 

T o r o n t o , i n an i n t e r v i e w t o n e w s p a p e r r e p o r t e r s , N i t o b e 

h a r s h l y c r i t i c i z e d m i s s i o n a r i e s whom he had e a r l i e r d e s c r i b e d 

as h a v i n g "a m e n t a l o b s e s s e d i n f a v o r o f C h i n a a n d i n 

1 3 3 
d i s a p p r o v a l o f Japan." Of these some "four or f i v e hundred 

m i s s i o n a r i e s r e t u r n e d from C h i n a , " who were r a i s i n g money i n 

N o r t h A m e r i c a f o r t h e i r work, he commented: 
M i s s i o n a r i e s a r e t h e l a s t men who s h o u l d t a k e 
s i d e s i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t r i f e . B e i n g detached i n 
r a c e , b e i n g f r e e f r o m n a t i o n a l b i a s , b e i n g 
r e g a r d l e s s o f p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s i n p r o f e s s i o n , 
t h e y c a n w e l l a f f o r d t o keep a l o o f f r o m t h e 
b a t t l e - f i e l d . War i s a d i r t y j o b , and t h e y must 
n o t be i n t h e s t r i f e - - t h e more s o , when t 4 | Y 
bear no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r i t s consequences . 

A f t e r h i s t r i p t o e a s t e r n C a n a d a , N i t o b e c r o s s e d t h e 

c o n t i n e n t and was i n C a l i f o r n i a i n e a r l y O c t o b e r . He had 

e x t e n d e d h i s o r i g i n a l s i x - m o n t h t r i p a f t e r g e t t i n g an 

u n e x p e c t e d i n v i t a t i o n t o l e c t u r e a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f 

1 3 5 
C a l i f o r n i a , B e r k e l e y . He d e l i v e r e d n i n e t e e n l e c t u r e s here 

o v e r t h e n e x t two m o n t h s . Much l i k e h i s C a r n e g i e E x c h a n g e 

P r o f e s s o r s h i p l e c t u r e s o f t w e n t y y e a r s b e f o r e , N i t o b e 

c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y t r e a t e d v a r i o u s f a c e t s o f J a p a n and t h e 

J a p a n e s e i n a p o p u l a r f a s h i o n . Two o f t h e l e c t u r e s , h o w e v e r , 

were o f c r u c i a l c o n t e m p o r a r y s i g n i f i c a n c e . One d e a l t w i t h 

J a p a n and t h e L e a g u e , i n w h i c h he r e i t e r a t e d t h e p o i n t s he 

made i n h i s New Y o r k r a d i o b r o a d c a s t ; t h e o t h e r on M a n c h u r i a 

1 3 6 
expounded i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l e a r l i e r arguments made above. 
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A f t e r c o m p l e t i n g h i s B e r k e l e y l e c t u r e s on December 2nd, 
Nitobe went south to R i v e r s i d e C a l i f o r n i a to attend the Tenth 
I n s t i t u t e of World A f f a i r s which was meeting from December 
11th t o 16th. 

The I n s t i t u t e of World A f f a i r s was founded seven y e a r s 
e a r l i e r on t h e model o f t h e I n s t i t u e o f P o l i t i c s a t 
Williamstown. I t s aim was "to give the people of the f a r west 
a f i r s t - h a n d a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h d i v e r s e v i e w s on c u r r e n t 
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i n t e r n a t i o n a l questions." Nitobe was one of ten l e c t u r e r s 
f o r t h e S p e c i a l E v e n i n g L e c t u r e s S e r i e s . He gave two 
addresses; on December 13th, he spoke on "Japan's Place i n the 
F a m i l y of N a t i o n s , " and two days l a t e r , a t a l k e n t i t l e d 

13 8 
" B l e n d i n g of the E a s t and West i n Japan." Though the 
l a t t e r was i r e n i c , the former made e x p l i c i t h i s views of the 

139 
L y t t o n Report, which had been announced two months before. 
Nitobe's primary disagreement w i t h the repo r t was tha t i t had 
f a i l e d to consider Japan's l e g i t i m a t e r i g h t of se l f - d e f e n s e . 

[The r e p o r t ] i s not f a i r when i t s t a t e s t h a t 
Japan exceeded her r i g h t s of s e l f - d e f e n c e when 
she took the co u r s e t h a t she d i d i n Manchuria. 
Common sense should convince one tha t d r a s t i c 
and speedy a c t i o n be taken when a s m a l l army of 
10,000 had t o defend i t s e l f a g a i n s t an army of 
200,000--and t h a t on f o r e i g n s o i l . No t h i r d 
p a r t y can d e f i n e s e l f defense. As Mr. K e l l o g g 
remarked r e p e a t e d l y , i t must be l e f t t o each 
sovereign s t a t e . We may r e c a l l the d e f i n i t i o n of 
i t g i v e n by Mr. E l i h u Root, as 'the r i g h t of 
every s o v e r e i g n s t a t e t o p r o t e c t i t s e l f by 
p r e v e n t i n g a c o n d i t i o n of a f f a i r s i n which i t 
w i l l be t o o l a t e t o p r o t e c t . ' The A m e r i c a n 
government has m a i n t a i n e d the Monroe p_p^ctrine 
under t h i s d e f i n i t i o n of self-defence. 
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A f t e r the I n s t i t u t e o f Wor ld A f f a i r s ended, N i t o b e r e s t e d 

f o r t h e r e s t o f t h e month i n C a l i f o r n i a . T h e n , i n e a r l y 

J a n u a r y 1933, he began an i n t e n s i v e l e c t u r e t o u r i n the 

N o r t h w e s t . A f t e r c o v e r i n g O r e g o n and W a s h i n g t o n , he l e f t 

S e a t t l e on t h e m o r n i n g o f t h e 1 8 t h f o r V a n c o u v e r t o c o m p l e t e 

t h e l a s t l e g o f t h e t o u r . A l o n g t h e way, he gave one l e c t u r e 

a t noon a t the Teachers C o l l e g e i n B e l l i n g h a m b e f o r e c r o s s i n g 

t h e b o r d e r i n t o B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . H i s t w o - d a y v i s i t t o 

Vancouver i n v o l v e d f i v e speak ing engagements, which i n c l u d i n g 

speeches to the Canadian C l u b , t o s tudent s a t the U n i v e r s i t y 

of B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , l o c a l Japanese groups i n S t e v e s t o n , and a 

t h i r t y - m i n u t e r a d i o b r o a d c a s t . The c o n t e n t s o f h i s speeches , 

h o w e v e r , were i n e s s e n t i a l s , t h e same ones t h a t he had 

r e p e a t e d l y g i v e n throughout h i s s o r j o u r n . At 8 a.m. on January 
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21st , he l e f t f o r Los A n g e l e s . 

N i t o b e s p e n t t h e n e x t two months s p e a k i n g m a i n l y t o 

J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n g r o u p s i n S o u t h e r n C a l i f o r n i a . H i s l a s t 

m a j o r a p p e a r a n c e t o a w i d e r a u d i e n c e was an a d d r e s s , to t h e 

I n s t i t u t e o f I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r s a t Pasadena, where he gave 

an a d d r e s s : "A J a p a n e s e T r i b u t e t o Abraham L i n c o l n . " F o r h i s 

work w i t h t h e I n s t i t u t e , N i t o b e was h o n o r e d , on M a r c h 1 s t , 

1933 w i t h an Honorary D o c t o r a t e o f Law d e g r e e - - h i s f o u r t h — 

from the U n i v e r s i t y o f Southern C a l i f o r n i a . In e a r l y March , 
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He made p r e p a r a t i o n s to r e t u r n to Japan. 

M a r y , h o w e v e r , had s u f f e r e d a h e a r t a t t a c k i n December 

and was unable as y e t to t r a v e l . So N i t o b e , p r e s s e d w i t h many 

c o m m i t m e n t s b a c k home, l e f t h e r i n P a s a d e n a i n c a r e o f h e r 
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n u r s e t o r e c u p e r a t e , w i t h an u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t he w o u l d be 
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back i n l a t e summer. The F i f t h IPR Conference was meet ing 

i n B a n f f , C a n a d a a t t h a t t i m e . He h a d t h o u g h t o f n o t 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g a t f i r s t ; he wanted to t u r n the I n s t i t u t e ' s work 

o v e r t o y o u n g e r p e o p l e . B u t now, w i t h M a r y i n C a l i f o r n i a , he 

c h a n g e d h i s mind and d e c i d e d t h a t he w o u l d a t t e n d a f t e r a l l . 

Thus w i t h f i r m p l a n s t o r e t u r n t o N o r t h A m e r i c a i n a few s h o r t 

months, he l e f t a lone from Los Angeles on the K i r i s h i m a maru 

and a r r i v e d i n Yokohama on M a r c h 2 4 t h . He had been away a l m o s t 
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a f u l l y e a r . 

The F i n a 1 Months i n J a p a n and D e a t h i n C a n a d a 

T e n d a y s a f t e r r e t u r n i n g h o m e , N i t o b e v i s i t e d t h e 
I m p e r i a l P a l a c e and spent an hour b r i e f i n g the Emperor on the 
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h i g h l i g h t s o f h i s comple ted m i s s i o n . E i g h t y e a r s e a r l i e r , 

w h i l e the l a t t e r was s t i l l Crown P r i n c e , he had q u e r i e d N i t o b e 

on t h e L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s ' e f f e c t i v e n e s s w i t h o u t t h e 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s ; t h i s t i m e , i t seems, the 

Emperor wanted to hear N i t o b e ' s v i ews on the c u r r e n t s t a t e of 

J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n r e l a t i o n s . 1 4 6 

In t h e e l e v e n months t h a t N i t o b e had been away , p u b l i c 

s e n t i m e n t i n J a p a n h a d s h i f t e d away f r o m t h e e a r l i e r 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m t h a t N i t o b e s y m b o l i z e d t o an i n c r e a s i n g l y 

n a t i o n a l i s t i c o u t l o o k and mood. The League o f N a t i o n s was now 

seen by many Japanese as a h o s t i l e o r g a n i z a t i o n . W h i l e N i tobe 

was l e c t u r i n g i n C a l i f o r n i a , i t had f o r m e d a C o m m i t t e e o f 
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Nine teen to d e l i b e r a t e the f i n d i n g s o f the L y t t o n R e p o r t . The 

, Committee ' s recommendat ions , which o v e r w h e l m i n g l y r a n a g a i n s t 

J a p a n ' s i n t e r e s t s , were a c c e p t e d on F e b r u a r y 2 4 t h by t h e 

147 
G e n e r a l Assembly . 

T h r e e d a y s a f t e r N i t o b e had r e t u r n e d t o J a p a n , on M a r c h 

27th , the S a i t o government sent the League a f o r m a l w i t h d r a w a l 

n o t i c e . J a p a n was l e a v i n g t h e L e a g u e . I t was a p o p u l a r 

d e c i s i o n among the m a j o r i t y o f Japanese , who f e l t i n d i g n a n t a t 

t h e L e a g u e ' s c o n d e m n a t i o n o f J a p a n . T h e c o u n t r y , t h e y 

b e l i e v e d , had no o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e now but to take i t s f o r e i g n 

a f f a i r s i n t o i t s own h a n d s . 1 4 8 

N i t o b e ' s v i e w s were a t one w i t h p o p u l a r o p i n i o n . A week 

a f t e r h i s meet ing w i t h the Emperor , he addressed a luncheon of 

the Tokyo P a n - P a c i f i c C l u b a t the I m p e r i a l H o t e l . To the over 

one hundred people o f d i f f e r e n t n a t i o n a l i t i e s who assembled to 

him speak, N i t o b e expressed h i s a m b i v a l e n t f e e l i n g s toward the 

League and i t s r e c e n t a c t i o n s : 

I am one o f t h o s e i n c o n s i s t e n t and s e l f -
c o n t r a d i c t o r y p e o p l e who b e l i e v e t h a t w h i l e 
J a p a n i s j u s t i f i e d a t t h e moment t o l e a v e t h e 
L e a g u e , [I] s t i l l b e l i e v e t h a t [ i t ] i s t h e 
g r e a t e s t hope f o r t h e f u t u r e w e l f a r e o f t h e 
w o r l d . I s t i l l i n s i s t upon l o o k i n g a t the League 
as t h e g r e a t e s t a c h i e v e m e n t o f t h e human r a c e , 
and i t i s a p i t y t h a t we have had t o l e a v e i t . 

The L e a g u e , b e i n g a human i n s t i t u t i o n , 
e r r s . To e r r i s human. I t h i n k t h e L e a g u e has 
e r r e d i n i t s t o p ^ r i g i d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f 
t h e C o v e n a n t . . . . 

The s m a l l powers s e r v i n g on t h e C o m m i t t e e o f N i n e t e e n , 

N i t o b e f e l t , w e r e t h e m a i n v i l l a i n s a t t h e L e a g u e who 

m i s g u i d e d t h e d e b a t e on t h e M a n c h u r i a n q u e s t i o n b y 
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" i n t e r p r e t e d the Covenant not i n a broad and s t a t e s m a n - l i k e 
manner, but l i k e l a w y e r s , i n a cheap way." But the blame 
should not only l i e w i t h them nor w i t h the League as a whole. 
Japan too, he f e l t , had erred; she had f a i l e d to e n l i g h t e n the 
League's members on the c o m p l e x i t i e s of the Manchurian 
problem: 

We have committed a grave e r r o r i n b e i n g too 
r e t i c e n t and uncommunicative, and I may a l s o say 
u n s o c i a b l e , and the sooner we f i n d out t h a t 
e r r o r , the b e t t e r f o r -our f u t u r e r e l a t i o n s w i t h 
the r e s t of the world. 

But he ended h i s t a l k on h i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o p t i m i s t i c 
n o t e . Though t h e p r e s e n t s i t u a t i o n a p p e a r e d d a r k , t h e 
"darkness w i l l not l a s t f o r e v e r . The s h o u t i n g and the t u m u l t 
w i l l d i e , and the c a p t a i n s and k i n g s w i l l d e p a r t . Then we 

1 5 1 

s h a l l r e g a i n c o o l e r judgment." N i t o b e c l u n g t o t h i s f a i t h 
t h a t men where good-hearted and r a t i o n a l enough t o work out 
peaceful means to re s o l v e t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s . 

During h i s l a s t few months i n Japan, Nitobe as usual was 
occupied w i t h many d i f f e r e n t a c t i v i t i e s . Though h i s p o p u l a r i t y 
as a l e c t u r e r had d e c l i n e d w i t h the advent of a new p o l i t i c a l 
r e a l i t y w i t h i n the c o u n t r y , he was s t i l l c a l l e d upon t o 

1 5 2 

support v a r i o u s groups. The Morioka Production A s s o c i a t i o n , 
of which he served as P r e s i d e n t , asked him t o assume y e t 
another r o l e — P r e s i d e n t of i t s Youth A s s o c i a t i o n . N i t o b e 
w i l l i n g l y c o m p l i e d . He t r a v e l l e d t o Iwate P r e f e c t u r e on May 
4th t o a t t e n d i t s ceremonies; he spent the next few days i n 
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M o r i o k a g i v i n g speeches, and t a l k e d w i t h l o c a l n o t a b l e s . In 
f r e e h o u r s , he v i s i t e d h i s f a m i l y ' s cemetery a t the Zen 
monastery o u t s i d e the c i t y and p a i d h i s r e s p e c t s t o h i s 
deceased f a m i l y members w i t h an o f f e r i n g of i n c e n s e and a 
q u i e t p r a y e r . Then he made a q u i c k t o u r of the p r e f e c t u r e ' s 
c o a s t a l areas t h a t had been h i t by a d e v a s t a t i n g t i d a l wave 
two months e a r l i e r , and which claimed over two thousand l i v e s . 
L e a v i n g M o r i o k a on May 9 t h , he proceeded t o the town of 
Sanbongi i n Aomori, which h i s grandfather had founded s h o r t l y 
b e f o r e h i s b i r t h , f o r a s h o r t v i s i t . He was back i n Tokyo by 
the middle of the month t o prepare f o r the upcoming IPR 

154 
conference. 

T h i s c o n f e r e n c e had a t t r a c t e d the i n t e r e s t of General 
Muto Nobuyoshi, o v e r l o r d of Japanese operations i n Manchuria. 
Muto was a p p a r e n t l y anxious t h a t Manchukuo and the l a t e s t 
d e v e l o p m e n t s t h e r e be a c c u r a t e l y d e s c r i b e d t o t h e IPR 
delegates, perhaps f o r i t s p u b l i c i t y value. On J u l y 7th, Muto 
sent a t e l e g r a m t o the F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y r e q u e s t i n g t h a t the 
"man i n charge" of the Japanese I PR t o u r the the c o u n t r y and 
v i e w t h e l a t e s t d e v e l o p m e n t s . T h i s w o u l d , t h e g e n e r a l 

155 
reasoned, "give a u t h o r i t y to h i s statements." Arrangements 
were made f o r N i t o b e t o f l y by a i r p l a n e t o the c o n t i n e n t . I t 
was a q u i c k i n s p e c t i o n t o u r t h a t l a s t e d o n l y a week, but 
N i t o b e d i d get a change t o v i e w the c u r r e n t scene t h e r e , and 
he even got an o p p o r t u n i t y t o speak w i t h the puppet r u l e r , • 156 Henry P'u y i . 

Soon upon r e t u r n i n g t o Japan, on J u l y 16th, N i t o b e made 
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one more t r i p : t h i s t i m e w i t h S h i n o b u J u n p e i , P r o f e s s o r o f 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law at Waseda U n i v e r s i t y , to the Izu p e n i n s u l a 

15 7 

and t h e town o f S h i m o d a . H e r e , i n 1859, t h e A m e r i c a n 

c o u n s u l , Townsend H a r r i s , had s e t up t h e f i r s t f o r e i g n 

c o n s u l a t e on J a p a n e s e s o i l , t h u s i n i t i a t i n g J a p a n ' s e n t r y 

i n t o t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l w o r l d . W h i l e i n S h i m o d a , N i t o b e 

v i s i t e d the grave o f O k i c h i and was deep ly imp res sed w i t h her 

s t o r y . O k i c h i had s e r v e d as H a r r i s ' s m i s t r e s s ; a f t e r he l e f t 

J a p a n , she became a d e s p i s e d f i g u r e who l i v e d a s h o r t and 

d e s t i t u t e l i f e . H e r l i f e was p o p u l a r i z e d i n a n o v e l by 

J u i c h i y a G i s a b u r o i n 1929, w h i c h won h e r much s y m p a t h y as a 

t r a g i c h e r o i n e s a c r i f i c e d f o r the cause o f A m e r i c a n - J a p a n e s e 
, 158 r e l a t i o n s . 

N i t o b e made a s y m b o l i c g e s t u r e a t S h i m o d a : he o r d e r e d a 

B u d d h i s t s t a t u e ( j i zo ) be b u i l t to honor O k i c h i ' s memory. But 

i n s t e a d o f "May 2 8 " - - t h e d a t e t h a t she had d i e d - - N i t o b e 

r e q u e s t e d t h a t " J u l y 17" be c a r v e d on t h e f i g u r e . L a t e r , i n a 

l e t t e r t o M u r a m a t s u S h u n s u i , h i s S h i m o d a g u i d e , N i t o b e 

r e v e a l e d t h a t "my m o t h e r d i e d on J u l y 1 7 t h , so p l e a s e do as I 

15 9 

a sk ." D i f f e r e n t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s a r e a t t a c h e d t o h i s a c t , 

b u t Miwa K i m i t a d a ' s e x p l a n a t i o n t h a t N i t o b e i d e n t i f i e d 

h i m s e l f w i t h O k i c h i , r e m a r k a b l e though i t may sound, appears 
. 160 c o r r e c t . 

The Reaper , N i t o b e i n t u i t i v e l y s u s p e c t e d , was near . When, 

he w o n d e r e d , p u t t i n g t h e w o r d s i n t o t h e mouth o f O k i n a , h i s 

a l t e r e g o , w i l l t h e "Good A n g e l " - - h i s t e r m f o r D e a t h - -
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v i s i t ? On J u l y 15th , he wrote on the s u b j e c t : 

D u r i n g my l i f e o f t h r e e s c o r e a n d t e n 
y e a r s , I have been t h r e e o r f o u r t i m e s on t h e 
p o i n t o f d y i n g . . . . 

W h i l e s w i m m i n g i n a s m a l l r i v e r i n 
H o k k a i d o , I was s u d d e n l y t a k e n i l l , due t o 
s w a l l o w i n g a g o o d d e a l o f w a t e r w h i c h was 
s a t u r a t e d w i t h s u l p h u r , f l o w i n g i n t o i t from hot 
s p r i n g s on i t s b a n k s . No t h o u g h t o f e t e r n i t y o r 
o f the l oved ones a t home, t r o u b l e d me. 

I_ was s i m p l y annoyed at the p r o b a b i l i t y o f  
b e i n g d r o w n e d i n s u c h an i n s i g n i f i c a n t s t r e a m . 
W h e t h e r i t was f r o m i d l e v a n i t y , o r n o t , I_ w i s h e d  
my end to be i n a l a r g e r r i v e r . 

N i t o b e a l s o d i s c u s s e d i n h i s n e w s p a p e r c o l u m n a 

f u n d a m e n t a l c o n c e r n t h a t had d r i v e n h i m a l l h i s l i f e : had he 

l i v e d up to h i s mother's e x p e c t a t i o n ? How would people judge 

h i s w o r k ? What was t o be h i s p l a c e i n h i s t o r y ? An a r t i c l e 

w r i t t e n s e v e r a l months b e f o r e h i s Shimoda v i s i t i n s i g h t f u l l y 

r e v e a l s t h i s deep c o n c e r n : 

I am p r o u d o f my m o t h e r as e v e r y boy and 
g i r l . . . I s h a l l never f o r g e t her say ing :—"You 
must grow up t o be a g r e a t man. I f y o u d o n ' t , 
p e o p l e w i l l say t h a t you a r e l i k e y o u r m o t h e r ; 
b u t i f you d o , t h e y w i l l s a y you a r e l i k e y o u r 
f a t h e r . " 

In the t h r e e - s c o r e y e a r s t h a t have pas sed , 
I have o f t e n p o n d e r e d upon t h e s e w o r d s — w o r d s , 
t h a t show t h e m o d e s t y o f b e c o m i n g a woman and 
h e r pr ĵLgie i n h e r h u s b a n d and h e r hopes f o r h e r 
c h i l d . 

A t t h e end o f t h i s p i e c e , N i t o b e e v a l u a t e d h i m s e l f by 

w r i t i n g : " h e r s o n f a i l [ed] t o a t t a i n a n y m e a s u r e o f 

d i s t i n c t i o n . " T h i s i s a s t r a n g e r e m a r k t h a t c o u l d be 

d i s m i s s e d as mere f a l s e m o d e s t y . B u t i t seems t h a t he was 

e x p r e s s i n g a deep l a m e n t a t i o n — o f v e n t i n g an u n h a p p i n e s s o f 
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not h a v i n g a c c o m p l i s h e d more. T h i s remark perhaps sprang from 

a f e a r f u l t h o u g h t t h a t h i s l i f e ' s work had been i n v a i n . In 

a n y c a s e , i t i s c l e a r t h a t t h e 3_izo n e h a d b u i l t t o 

commemorate O k i c h i was , a t t h e same t i m e , i n N i t o b e ' s own 

m i n d , a d e d i c a t i o n t o h i s m o t h e r , S e k i ; f o r i t was she who had 

g i v e n b i r t h t o I n a z o , t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t , who was 

s a c r i f i c i n g h i m s e l f , as O k i c h i h e r s e l f had done e i g h t decades 
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ago, to win Japan's p l a c e among the n a t i o n s o f the w o r l d . 

On J u l y 3 1 s t , two days b e f o r e h i s d e p a r t u r e f o r C a n a d a , 

an o l d f r i e n d o f h i s s t u d e n t d a y s , S a e k i R i i c h i r o , v i s i t e d 

N i t o b e a t h i s K o b i n a t a home. D u r i n g t h e c o u r s e o f t h e i r 

c o n v e r s a t i o n , N i t o b e confe s sed t h a t he was " t i r e d o f l i f e . " 1 6 ^ 

The f o l l o w i n g d a y , a f t e r b r e a k f a s t w i t h J o d a i T a n o , a 

d i s c i p l e whom he had known f o r many y e a r s , he went o u t t o a 

l u n c h e o n m e e t i n g w i t h t h e F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r , w i t h whom he 
16 6 

p r o b a b l y d i s c u s s e d f u r t h e r p u b l i c r e l a t i o n s works . The next 

d a y , A u g u s t 2 n d , a c c o m p a n i e d by e i g h t o t h e r J a p a n C o u n c i l 

d e l e g a t e s , A n e z a k i Masaharu , Sato Yasunosuke, Shinobu J u n p e i , 

S o e j i m a M i c h i a k i , M o g i S o h e i , T a k a h a s h i K a m e k i c h i , Ueda 

T e i j i r o , and Iwanaga Y u k i c h i , N i t o b e b o a r d e d t h e NYK's 
16 7 

s t eamship f o r the voyage to Canada. 

They a r r i v e d i n V a n c o u v e r on the 1 3 t h a t 5 a .m. A f t e r 

g i v i n g a n e w s p a p e r i n t e r v i e w t o a l o c a l J a p a n e s e l a n g u a g e 

paper and a t t e n d i n g a luncheon hos ted by the Japanese C o n s u l , 

N i t o b e and the o t h e r s took the t r a i n f o r the f i v e - h u n d r e d m i l e 

j o u r n e y to B a n f f A l b e r t a f o r the F i f t h B i e n n i a l IPR Conference 
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the f o l l o w i n g day. 

E n r o u t e , N i t o b e was s t r u c k by a v i o l e n t p a i n i n h i s 
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a b d o m i n a l a r e a . B u t he r e s t e d w e l l and t h e p a i n s u b s i d e d 

a f t e r a r r i v a l a t t h e B a n f f S p r i n g s H o t e l ; by e v e n i n g he was 

w e l l - e n o u g h to g i v e h i s speech at the i n a u g u r a l d i n n e r to the 
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137 d e l e g a t e s i n a t t endance . A l l were c u r i o u s to hear what 

N i t o b e w o u l d say now t h a t t h e c o u n t r y had a n n o u n c e d i t s 

i n t e n t i o n to wi thdraw from the League of N a t i o n s . But N i t o b e 

c o m p l e t e l y s k i r t e d t h e i s s u e o f m e r i t s o r d e m e r i t s a r i s i n g 

from the d e c i s i o n and i n s t e a d focused h i s t a l k on the c o n t e n t s 

o f an I m p e r i a l R e s c r i p t t h a t had a c c o m p a n i e d t h e a n n o u n c e d 

w i t h d r a w a l . "Japan's t r a d i t i o n a l p o l i c y to c o - o p e r a t e w i t h the 

w o r l d , " N i t o b e emphas ized , "is not a f f e c t e d by t h i s [ d e c i s i o n 

to wi thdraw] a t a l l . " Japan was s t i l l a c t i v e i n the " f a m i l y .of 

n a t i o n s . " 
J a p a n i s p r o u d t o t h i n k t h a t she i s s t i l l an 
i n s e p a r a b l e p a r t o f t h e g r e a t w o r l d . Her e a g e r 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a l l i n t e r n a t i o n a l g a t h e r i n g s o f 
t h i s k i n d as t h e i n s t i t u t e i s •^~/]e e l o q u e n t 
ev idence o f t h i s n a t i o n a l f e e l i n g . 

The Japanese d e l e g a t i o n came hop ing to a v o i d a r e p e a t o f 

the 1931 Shanghai Conference when a b i t t e r d i s p u t e between the 

Chinese and t h e i r own d e l e g a t e s had broken out . N i t o b e , though 

he had taken a q u i c k t o u r to Manchur ia i n p r e p a r a t i o n f o r any 

d i s c u s s i o n s t h a t may a r i s e , f e l t that, t h e r e was "no reason to 

d e a l w i t h t h e M a n c h u r i a n i s s u e a t t h e c o n f e r e n c e . " He a l s o 

n o t e d t h a t "Hu S h i h [ C h a i r m a n o f the C h i n a d e l e g a t i o n ] i s a 

g e n t l e m a n . I do n o t t h i n k he w i l l t o u c h on t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s 
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between Japan and China" 

As N i t o b e had e x p e c t e d , t h i s conference d i d not i n c l u d e 

the Manchur ian problem i n i t s agenda. R a t h e r , the round t a b l e s 

f o c u s e d on v a r i o u s a s p e c t s o f t h e theme " I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

E c o n o m i c C o n f l i c t i n t h e P a c i f i c A r e a : I t s C o n t r o l and 
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Adjus tment ." The g e n e r a l tone of the C o n f e r e n c e , moreover , 

had taken a marked t u r n away from the e a r l i e r meet ings which 

had been "too p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h o u t s t a n d i n g e v e n t s o f the 

moment." The consensus now was to throw l i g h t on "slow moving 

and o f t e n i n v i s i b l e s o c i a l and economic f o r c e s " and show them 

i n " r e l a t i o n s h i p s to the o u t s t a n d i n g p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s o f the 
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day ." I n d e e d t h e P a c i f i c C o u n c i l C h a i r m a n ' s a p p e a l t o 

p a r t i c i p a n t s b e f o r e the c o n f e r e n c e t h a t they p a r t i c i p a t e f i r s t 

"as i n d i v i d u a l s " and s e c o n d l y as members o f p a r t i c u l a r 

n a t i o n a l g r o u p s h e l p e d t o l a u n c h t h e c o n f e r e n c e o f f t o an 

a u s p i c i o u s s t a r t . The c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l mood of the e a r l i e r two 
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c o n f e r e n c e s was markedly absent . 

N i t o b e ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n , h o w e v e r , u n l i k e i n t h e 1929 and 

1931 m e e t i n g s , was n o t i c e a b l y l e s s c o n s p i c u o u s . He d i d n o t 

prepare a d a t a paper f o r the round t a b l e d i s c u s s i o n s as he had 

done i n t h e p a s t ; and h i s u s u a l e n t h u s i a s m , an a c q u a i n t a n c e 
176 

l a t e r r e c a l l e d , was m i s s i n g . Though he s t o i c a l l y r e f r a i n e d 

f r o m i n f o r m i n g t h e o t h e r s o f h i s p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n , he was 

a p p a r e n t l y s u f f e r i n g g r e a t l y . The group p o r t r a i t , taken a t the 

h o t e l on the f i n a l day o f the c o n f e r e n c e , shows N i t o b e seated 

a t t h e c e n t e r i n t h e f r o n t row w i t h a s t r a i n e d e x p r e s s i o n on 

h i s f a c e ; h i s body i s awkwardly bent i n one d i r e c t i o n , as i f 
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17 7 t o a l l e v i a t e t h e e x c r u c i a t i n g p a i n t h a t he was f e e l i n g . 

A f t e r t h e c o n f e r e n c e , he r e t u r n e d t o V a n c o u v e r . H e n r y A n g u s , 

Economics P r o f e s s o r a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , who 

t r a v e l e d b a c k w i t h N i t o b e ' s g r o u p , r e c o l l e c t e d i n a r e c e n t 

i n t e r v i e w t h a t N i t o b e had g r e a t d i f f i c u l t y i n the descent from 

t h e B a n f f r e s o r t a r e a , and t h a t "they had t o r e s t a l o n g t h e 

178 
way f o r h i s sake." 

He p r o c e e d e d t o t h e Oak Bay B e a c h H o t e l i n V i c t o r i a where 

179 

Mary was a w a i t i n g h i s a r r i v a l . She had moved t h e r e w i t h her 

n u r s e f r o m P a s a d e n a i n l a t e J u l y , a f t e r r e c o v e r i n g 

s u f f i c i e n t l y t o t r a v e l , t o a v o i d t h e h e a t o f t h e s o u t h e r n 

C a l i f o r n i a summer. N i t o b e , f e e l i n g b e t t e r , d e c i d e d to r e s t a 

w h i l e b e f o r e embarking on another p u b l i c - s p e a k i n g t o u r i n the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s . He seems to have r e c e i v e d i n s t r u c t i o n s from the 

M i n i s t r y o f F o r e i g n A f f a i r s to h e l p "organize l o c a l Japanese 
18 0 

g r o u p s , " a n d was w i r e d f u n d s f o r t h i s p u r p o s e . On 

September 8 t h , he a g a i n v i s i t e d Vancouver f o r a r e c e p t i o n t h a t 

even ing hos ted by the Japanese C o n s u l . Here he gave h i s f i n a l 

speech. Back i n V i c t o r i a , f o u r days l a t e r , a f t e r a t t e n d i n g a 

l o c a l f a i r , he c o l l a p s e d i n h i s h o t e l . He was a d m i t t e d to the 

R o y a l J u b i l e e H o s p i t a l i n t h e s u b u r b s o f t h e c i t y where he 
, i • . . , 181 spent h i s r e m a i n i n g days . 

H i s i l l n e s s d i d not seem a t f i r s t t o be v e r y s e r i o u s and 

N i t o b e ' s h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n d i d n o t a t t r a c t m e d i a a t t e n t i o n . 

E v e n w h i l e he l a y i n bed i n V i c t o r i a , t h e F o r e i g n M i n i s t r y , 

o b l i v i o u s to h i s d i f f i c u l t i e s , was p l a n n i n g on g i v i n g him y e t 
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another major ass ignment : an appointment i n Geneva to the post 

of Japanese r e p r e s e n t a t i v e to the Committee f o r I n t e l l e c t u a l 

182 

C o o p e r a t i o n . Dr . Tanakadate had f u l f i l l e d h i s s i x - y e a r term 

i n J u l y , and had r e t u r n e d to J a p a n , thus l e a v i n g the p o s i t i o n 

v a c a n t . K e e p i n g J a p a n ' s c u l t u r a l t i e s w i t h t h e L e a g u e , i t 

seems, was s t i l l a h i g h p r i o r i t y i t e m f o r the government. But 

N i t o b e c o u l d t a k e no more . M o r i F u t a e , M a r y ' s n u r s e , r e c a l l s 

h i m t e l l i n g Mary t h a t "now t h e y a r e a s k i n g me t o go t o G e n e v a , 
18 3 

b u t I s a i d I do n o t want t o go." 

In s p i t e o f a s t a t e m e n t i s s u e d by N i t o b e ' s p h y s i c i a n on 

September 21st t h a t N i t o b e was " improv ing c o n s i d e r a b l y , " h i s 

h e a l t h e b b e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g d a y s . I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e 

p e r s i s t e n t a b d o m i n a l p a i n s , w h i c h made b o w e l movements 

d i f f i c u l t , a n d c a u s e d s e v e r e a t t a c k s o f n a u s e a , he h a d 

c o n t r a c t e d p n e u m o n i a . By t h e s e c o n d week o f O c t o b e r , h i s 

c o n d i t i o n had so d e t e r i o r a t e d t h a t s u r g e r y was recommended. 

I t was a r i s k y a t t e m p t , c o n s i d e r i n g h i s age and h e a l t h . Mary , 

who had to make the p a i n f u l d e c i s i o n , a f t e r much d e l i b e r a t i o n , 
, . 184 gave her consent . 

The o p e r a t i o n was c o n d u c t e d by f o u r d o c t o r s on t h e 

m o r n i n g o f O c t o b e r 1 5 t h . I t r e q u i r e d an deep i n c i s i o n on t h e 

l e f t s i d e o f t h e d i a p h r a m b e l o w t h e r i b c a g e . The pus i n the 

i n f e c t e d areas was d r a i n e d and c l e a n e d . The e n t i r e procedure 

t o o k one h o u r . N i t o b e r e g a i n e d c o n s c i o u s n e s s a r o u n d 4 p.m. 

a f t e r t h e g e n e r a l a n e s t h e s i a wore o f f , and h i s c o n d i t i o n 

remained s teady f o r the next few hours ; but around 7 o ' c l o c k , 

he weakened r a p i d l y . F i n a l l y , a t 8:34 p . m . , w i t h Mary and 
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s e v e r a l o t h e r s a t h i s s i d e , he q u i e t l y passed away. 

An autopsy conducted the f o l l o w i n g morning r e v e a l e d t h a t 

he had been a f f l i c t e d w i t h p a n c r e a t i t i s , p n e u m o n i a , and 

d i a b e t e s . The a u t o p s y r e p o r t e d "h i s p a n c r e a s and h a l f h i s 

18 6 

l a r g e i n t e s t i n e . . . b a d . " A s h o r t m e m o r i a l s e r v i c e was 

h e l d i n V i c t o r i a on October 16th; then N i t o b e ' s body was taken 

t o V a n c o u v e r by T a k a g i Y a s a k a , who had j u s t a r r i v e d t h a t 

m o r n i n g f r o m New Y o r k , t o be c r e m a t e d a t t h e Mount P l e a s a n t 
18 7 

Cremetory on the ea s t s i d e o f the c i t y . 

Two d a y s l a t e r a l a r g e f u n e r a l s e r v i c e was h e l d i n 

downtown V a n c o u v e r a t t h e S t . Andrews C h a p e l . A f t e r t h e 

s e r v i c e , the urn c o n t a i n i n g N i t o b e ' s ashes , was taken to Mary 

i n V i c t o r i a . On October 23rd , she l e f t V i c t o r i a w i t h her nurse 

M o r i , and h e r n i e c e , M a r y D u g u i d , on t h e S a n t a L u c i a f o r San 

F r a n c i s c o , where t h e y s p e n t t h e n e x t t e n d a y s . T h e r e , on 

November 4 t h , a n o t h e r m e m o r i a l s e r v i c e was h e l d f o r N i t o b e . 

Mary , w i t h her nurse and n i e c e accompanying h e r , r e t u r n e d to 

Japan b e a r i n g N i t o b e ' s u r n on November 16th. At the h a r b o r i n 

Yokohama on the dark grey morn ing , "some 1000 [people] . . .came 
18 8 

e s p e c i a l l y to meet the ashes." 

N i t o b e was honored w i t h a hero's f u n e r a l . P o s t - h u m o u s l y , 

he was awarded the Order o f the Sacred T r e a s u r e , F i r s t - C l a s s . 

And a s p e c i a l messenger was d i s p a c h e d to h i s home to b r i n g the 

E m p e r o r ' s c o n d o l e n c e s . N e a r l y t w o h u n d r e d m e s s a g e s o f 

c o n d o l e n c e s f r o m a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d had been r e c e i v e d upon 

n o t i c e o f h i s d e a t h . A t t h e f u n e r a l , h e l d a t t h e Aoyama 
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Funeral P a v i l i o n , some three thousand people were present, 

i n c l u d i n g Prime M i n i s t e r S a i t o and lea d i n g o f f i c i a l s i n the 

government; many members of the foreign legations paid t h e i r 

r e s p e c t s ; and hundreds of prominent e l i t e s whom Nitobe had 

known over h i s long and i l l u s t r i o u s l i f e came to b i d him 

f a r e w e l l . A f t e r the s e r v i c e s , the urn was returned to the 

Kobinata home for a few days. F i n a l l y , on November 18th, 1933 

Nitobe's ashes were bur i e d beside h i s i n f a n t son, Thomas, i n 
189 

Tokyo's Tama Cemetery. 
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L i v e s o f G r e a t Men a l l r e m i n d us 
We can make our l i v e s s u b l i m e , 

And, d e p a r t i n g , l eave beh ind us 
F o o t p r i n t s on the sands o f t i m e . 

Henry W. L o n g f e l l o w , A Psalm of L i f e 

Conclusion 

N i t o b e ' s r e p u t a t i o n as an e d u c a t o r o f f i r s t - r a n k i s 

s e c u r e . U n a n i m o u s l y , s c h o l a r s a g r e e t h a t h i s w o r k as 

H e a d m a s t e r a t t h e F i r s t H i g h e r S c h o o l was i m p o r t a n t and 

l a s t i n g . Many o f h i s s t u d e n t s became p o s t w a r l e a d e r s i n 

Japanese s o c i e t y , and have l e f t r e m i n i c e n s e s - about N i t o b e and 

h i s impact upon t h e i r l i v e s . 1 

H i s w r i t i n g s on p o p u l a r m o r a l s , t o o , had an enormous 

i n f l u e n c e t o shape t h e l i v e s and minds o f t h o u s a n d s o f y o u t h 

i n t h e e a r l y t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . Miwa K i m i t a d a ' s work o f t h e 

m i d - s i x t i e s p r o v i d e s a v a l u a b l e i n s i g h t i n t o N i t o b e ' s e f f e c t 

upon these g e n e r a t i o n s — p e o p l e who are now i n t h e i r s e v e n t i e s , 

e i g h t i e s , and n i n e t i e s : 

One r e a s o n f o r t h e d i f f i c u l t y o f c o l l e c t i n g 
N i t o b e ' s works t o d a y i s , a c c o r d i n g t o book 
d e a l e r s , t h a t t h o s e who have o r i g i n a l c o p i e s 
w i l l no,t p a r t w i t h them o u t o f a t t a c h m e n t t o 
N i t o b e . 

" I n f l u e n c e " i s an i n t a n g i b l e q u a l i t y t h a t c a n n o t be 

grasped or measured i n any c o n c r e t e way. One has to r e l y upon 

t e s t i m o n i e s of i n d i v i d u a l s and take t h e i r s ta tements a t face 

v a l u e . I m e n t i o n t h r e e h e r e as e x a m p l e s , a l t h o u g h one c o u l d 
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c o l l e c t , i f he w i s h e d t o , l i t e r a l l y h u n d r e d s o f t h e s e 
s t o r i e s . 3 

P r o f e s s o r E m e r i t u s Maeda Y o i c h i of Tokyo U n i v e r s i t y , 
whose f a t h e r was a c l o s e Nitobe d i s c i p l e t o l d me of the impact 
t h a t N i t o b e had upon h i s own l i f e . C a l l i n g h i m s e l f "Nitobe's 
l a s t d i s c i p l e , " Maeda r e c a l l e d how N i t o b e persuaded him i n 

4 
Geneva to pursue the study of French. The teenage Y o i c h i took 
Nitobe's advise, and he i s now regarded as one of the greatest 
a u t h o r i t i e s on French l i t e r a t u r e . 

Another person who received much i n f l u e n c e from Nitobe as 
a youth i s Tanabe Sadayoshi. In the summer of 1983, he was 
s t i l l healthy and hale at ninety-two. Tanabe numbered among 
some devoted N i t o b e f o l l o w e r s who, i n the S p r i n g of 1945, 
formed a "Kobinata-kai" to commemorate Nitobe's memory. Every 
year, on the anniversary of Nitobe death on October 16th, the 
members come together to reminisce about t h e i r sensei. Tanabe 
has r e g u l a r l y a t t e n d e d f o r over f o r t y y e a r s , and i n 1984 
c o n t i n u e d t o manage i t s a f f a i r s . New members a r e now 
r e c r u i t e d from the r e c i p i e n t s of the N i t o b e F e l l o w s h i p , a 
p r e s t i g i o u s award administered by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l House of 
Japan and g i v e n t o young Japanese s c h o l a r s t o pursue t h e i r 
t r a i n i n g abroad. 5 

Another i n d i v i d u a l who received Nitobe's moral guidance 
i s F u j i m u r a M a s u j i r o , an eighty-r-three year o l d gardener who 
l i v e s i n Nitobe's hometown of Morioka. Nitobe t o l d Fujimura, 
as a f i f t e e n year o l d , to pursue the c o n s t r u c t i o n of Japanese 
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gardens and " s t r i v e to become the best." 
On May 19th, 1985, Fujimura, accompanied by the Mayor of 

Morioka and a h o s t of l o c a l Iwate P r e f e c t u r e d i g n i t a r i e s , 
v i s i t e d the N i t o b e Memorial Gardens a t the U n i v e r s i t y of 
B r i t i s h Columbia. There F u j i m u r a u n v e i l e d a stone l a n t e r n 
t h a t he had c o n s t r u c t e d and donated t o the u n i v e r s i t y i n 
Nitobe's memory. F u j i m u r a r e c o l l e c t e d t h a t Nitobe's words, 
spoken to him over s i x t y y e a r s e a r l i e r , had become f o r him a 

7 

"compass i n l i f e . " 
U n s c h o l a r l y and j o u r n a l i s t i c though these accounts may 

seem, t h i s i s p r e c i s e l y where Nitobe's s i g n i f i c a n c e l i e s 
t o d a y — i n the minds and hearts of the men and women who knew 

p 
him. In them, he s t i l l l i v e s . 

* * * 

War between the United States and Japan, and the l a t t e r ' s 
t o t a l d e f e a t , a t t e s t t o the f a i l u r e , says Miwa K i m i t a d a , of 
Nitobe's d i p l o m a t i c work. His t r a n s - P a c i f i c bridge had burnt 
down. 9 

In h i n d s i g h t , i t i s easy t o agree w i t h Miwa. Nitobe's 
d i p l o m a t i c a c t i v i t i e s , from our p e r s p e c t i v e , appear f o o l i s h l y 
n a i v e . That i s why, undoubtedly, A k i r a I r i y e , the f o r e m o s t 
s c h o l a r on the h i s t o r y of Japanese-American r e l a t i o n s , has 
c a l l e d N i t o b e "a s h a l l o w t h i n k e r . " Nitobe's advocacy of 
"Japan's cause i n Manchuria" embarrasses h i s a d m i r e r s today 
and smears h i s r e p u t a t i o n as a pre-war l i b e r a l . I w i l l 
comment on these c h a r g e s , which I see as o v e r s i m p l i f i e d , i n 
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more d e t a i l be low. 

B u t t o c a l l N i t o b e an " I m p e r i a l i s t , " as I i n u m a J i r o , 

P r o f e s s o r E m e r i t u s o f K y o t o U n i v e r s i t y and an a u t h o r i t y on 

K o r e a n a g r i c u l t u r e , d i d i n a J a p a n e s e n e w s p a p e r a f t e r t h e 

government announced i t s d e c i s i o n to use N i t o b e ' s p o r t r a i t on 

t h e 5,000 yen n o t e d e c i s i o n i s t h e e p i t o m e o f ' a h i s t o r i c a l 

t h i n k i n g . 1 1 

Men l i k e I i n u m a — a n d t h e r e a r e p l e n t y o f them — s u g g e s t 

t h e p r o v e r b i a l Monday m o r n i n g q u a r t e r b a c k . S e c u r e i n t h e 

knowledge ga ined i n r e t r o s p e c t , they c r i t i c i z e , i r r e s p o n s i b l y , 

t h e i r p r e d e c e s s o r s ' m i s t a k e s . They m i s s (how e a s y i t i s t o 

o v e r l o o k ! ) t h e c r u c i a l f a c t t h a t o u r p o l i t i c a l v i e w s a r e 

s h a p e d by t h e a s s u m p t i o n s and e v e n t s o f o u r own t i m e . We 

c a n n o t — t o be i n t e l l e c t u a l l y h o n e s t — u s e c o n t e m p o r a r y 

s tandards and v a l u e s to pass judgement upon men who l i v e d i n a 

12 

d i f f e r e n t h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d . 

N i t o b e ' s many d i s c i p l e s , s u p p o r t e r s , and b i o g r a p h e r s , 

have n o t done h i m j u s t i c e a g a i n s t h i s p o s t w a r c r i t i c s . They 

have e i t h e r i g n o r e d h i s a c t i o n s o f t h e l a s t y e a r s o r have 

t r i e d t o d e f l e c t b l a m e f r o m h i m o n t o t h e " m i l i t a r i s t s " 

(gunbatsu). By a v o i d i n g to e x p l a i n h i s f i n a l a c t i v i t i e s , they 

have e x a c e r b a t e d m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s a b o u t h i m . H i g h l i g h t i n g 

o n l y t h e p o s i t i v e a s p e c t s o f h i s l i f e , and a v o i d i n g t h e 

n e g a t i v e , they c a s t s e r i o u s doubts upon the i n t e g r i t y o f t h e i r 

w r i t i n g s . How much of i t i s b e l i e v a b l e , r e a d e r s l e g i t i m a t e l y 

ask? 
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T h i s f a i l u r e t o a c c o u n t f o r N i t o b e ' s s u p p o r t o f 
government p o l i c y i n Manchuria and China by those who be s t 
knew him stems from two main reasons. F i r s t , a reverence f o r 
the man. P r a i s e r a t h e r than censure should be a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
h i s memory; second, t h e i r own ambivalence towards the P a c i f i c 
War. This l a t t e r i s connected to a key problem among Japanese 
h i s t o r i a n s — t h a t of tenko. This term d e f i e s easy d e f i n i t i o n ; 
and i t i s too complex t o d i s c u s s here. I o n l y suggest t h a t a 
d e t a c h e d p e r s o n u n t o u c h e d by W o r l d War I I g u i l t can 

14 
d i s i n t e r e s t l y evaluate Nitobe s work. 

In Chapter 8, I show N i t o b e , though a v i c t i m of the 
I m p e r i a l Reserve A s s o c i a t i o n , f u l l y i n support of Japan's 
f o r e i g n p o l i c y . When he came t o America i n 1932 t o p l e a d 
Japan's case , he expre s s e d h i s own c o n v i c t i o n s . One cannot, 
and should not, deny these f a c t s . 1 5 

But Nitobe's v i e w s — i t cannot be overemphasized—were not 
h i s alone. Government leaders and the p u b l i c a l i k e shared h i s , 
o p i n i o n s . Japanese stood u n i t e d on the Manchurian q u e s t i o n . 
N i t o b e o n l y s a i d what everyone e l s e f e l t . To condemn him f o r 
t h i s i s to condemn an e n t i r e g e n e r a t i o n . 1 6 

North Americans i n Nitobe's day l i k e Raymond B u e l l , whose 
"Open L e t t e r t o Dr. N i t o b e " I have quoted i n p a r t i n Chapter 
8, thought t h a t N i t o b e was s e r v i n g the m i l i t a r i s t s . T h i s 
e r r o r l i n g e r s even today. Hugh K e e n l e y s i d e , i n h i s r e c e n t l y 
published memoirs, w r i t e s t h a t Nitobe was a "fake l i b e r a l . " 
Keenleyside mistakenly b e l i e v e s that " m i l i t a r i s t s " dominated 

17 
the " l i b e r a l s , " and th a t Nitobe succumbed to t h e i r pressure. 
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B u t monographs o f t h e l a s t t w e n t y y e a r s i n J a p a n e s e 

h i s t o r y demonstrate t h a t the b l a n k e t - l i k e term " m i l i t a r i s t " i s 

n o t a u s e f u l c o n c e p t to a n a l y z e t h e i n t r i c a c i e s o f t h e 

J a p a n e s e d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g p r o c e s s i n t h e 1930s . I t f a i l s t o 

make c r u c i a l d i s t i n c t i o n s between v a r i o u s f a c t i o n s w i t h i n the 

m i l i t a r y i t s e l f , as w e l l as the c o m p l i c a t e d r e l a t i o n s between 

18 

the v a r i o u s e l i t e , m i l i t a r y and c i v i l i a n . 

But most p e o p l e , i g n o r a n t o f these new s t u d i e s , s t i l l , as 

i n t h e T o k y o War C r i m e s T r i a l , draw a s t r a i g h t l i n e t o c o n n e c t 

e v e n t s f r o m t h e M a n c h u r i a n I n c i d e n t i n 1931 t o t h e C h i n a 

I n c i d e n t i n 1937 and P e a r l Harbor i n 1941. N i t o b e ' s r e p u t a t i o n 

has not f a r e d w e l l under such a s i m p l i s t i c r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of 

h i s t o r y . Though he d i e d i n O c t o b e r 1 9 3 3 - - m u c h t o o e a r l y t o 

f o r e s e e the subsequent t u r n o f e v e n t s — p e o p l e have tended to 
19 

a s s o c i a t e him w i t h the t r a g i c outcome t h a t f o l l o w e d . 
* * * 

In a s y m p o s i u m h e l d i n t h e summer o f 1984 a t t h e Tokyo 

Women's C o l l e g e , P r o f e s s o r M a t s u z a w a H i r o a k i r a i s e d some 

p r o v o k i n g q u e s t i o n s t h a t c a s t d a r k shadows upon N i t o b e ' s 

l i b e r a l i s m . The p r o f e s s o r a s k s r h e t o r i c a l l y : was n o t N i t o b e 

o b l i v i o u s t o the downtrodden and oppressed people o f A s i a ? And 

i n h i s p r e o c c u p a t i o n to emulate Amer icans and Europeans , d i d 

20 

not N i t o b e f o r g e t the c o l o n i z e d people o f Korea and Taiwan? 

These q u e s t i o n s are another v a r i a t i o n o f the a h i s t o r i c i t y 

t h a t d i s t o r t the v i s i o n of men l i k e I inuma. I t p l e a d s a s e l f -
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r i g h t e o u s n e s s i g n o r a n t o f h i s t o r i c a l r e a l i t i e s . S i n c e I have 

a l r e a d y d e a l t w i t h N i t o b e ' s c o l o n i a l t h o u g h t i n C h a p t e r 6, I 

21 

w i l l o n l y comment b r i e f l y h e r e . 

N i t o b e , whose w o r l d v i ew was shaped i n the M e i j i p e r i o d , 

d i d n o t a p o l o g i z e f o r c o l o n i a l i s m . I t was a g i v e n r e a l i t y i n 

t h a t d a y ; l i k e h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , he d i d n o t q u e s t i o n t h i s 

f a c t . M a r i u s Jansen summarizes , i n a r e c e n t a r t i c l e , Japanese 

i m p e r i a l i s m : 

[N]owhere i n M e i j i s o c i e t y , e x c e p t among t h e 
m i n i s c u l e n u m b e r o f g e n u i n e _ s o c i a l 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s and c r i t i c s l i k e K o t o k u and 
Uchimura on the f r i n g e o f the s o c i a l d e m o c r a t i c 
and C h r i s t i a n movement, was t h e r e to be found a 
g e n u i n e , t h o r o u g h g o i n g c r i t i q u e o f t h e 
i m p e r i a l i s t c o u r s e t h a t M e i j i J a p a n was 
f o l l o w i n g . . . i m p e r i a l i s m d e v e l o p e d v i r t u a l l y 
w i t h o u t c h a l l e n g e . 

Though my d a t a do not show N i t o b e ' s c o n n e c t i o n to Korean 

g r o u p s , they suggests a c o n c e r n f o r the w e l f a r e o f Koreans . In 

Chapter 6, I have quoted N i t o b e h i m s e l f s a y i n g "I count m y s e l f 

among t h e b e s t and t r u e s t f r i e n d o f K o r e a n s . " And i t w i l l be 

remembered from Chapter 8 t h a t N i t o b e had been out speak ing to 

a K o r e a n m e e t i n g e a r l i e r i n t h e e v e n i n g t h e n i g h t a r o b b e r 

broke i n t o h i s home. And the Minutes of the 1929 IPR P a c i f i c 

C o u n c i l M e e t i n g show N i t o b e s p o n s o r i n g a m o t i o n by J e r o m e 

Greene to g i v e Korea a seat on the e x e c u t i v e P a c i f i c C o u n c i l , 

a move t h a t was l a t e r d i s m i s s e d i n a d e l i b e r a t i n g commit tee . 

Though s c a n t y , t h e s e f a c t s seem t o i n d i c a t e t h a t N i t o b e , f a r 

from b e i n g c a l l o u s or n e g l i g e n t about Koreans , f e l t a s i n c e r e 

23 
i n t e r e s t f o r t h e i r w e l f a r e and b e t t e r m e n t . 
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H i s w r i t i n g s on t h e C h i n e s e , i n c o n s t r a s t , as shown i n 

C h a p t e r 8, r e v e a l g r e a t d i s d a i n . He c o m p l e t e l y i g n o r e s t h e i r 

n a t i o n a l i s m i n t h e e a r l y 1930s , and h i s a r t i c l e s d u r i n g t h e 

S h a n g h a i IPR C o n f e r e n c e r e f l e c t s c o r n and a n g e r . B u t one 

shou ld remember, as h i s t o r i a n s l i k e Edgar Wickberg p o i n t ou t , 

t h a t C h i n a was n o t y e t a c o u n t r y i n t h e p r o p e r s e n s e o f t h e 

w o r d . I t was a " g e o g r a p h i c a l e n t i t y " where p o l i t i c a l c h a o s 

r u l e d . N i t o b e w r o t e o f t h e s i t u a t i o n as he saw i t . To m i s s 

t h i s p o i n t , and t o s w e e p i n g l y condemn h im w i t h o u t f u l l 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s b e h i n d h i s w r i t i n g s , 

24 
i n e v i t a b l y g i v e r i s e to d i s t o r t e d c o n c l u s i o n s . 

We are s t i l l l e f t , however, w i t h the q u e s t i o n o f whether 

N i t o b e v i o l a t e d l i b e r a l p r i n c i p l e s . The key t o t h i s q u e s t i o n 

r e v o l v e s around the d e f i n i t i o n o f " l i b e r a l i s m . " I f one a p p l i e s 

t h e t e r m s o f t h e new i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m , as e m b o d i e d i n t h e 

Covenant o f the League, the Nine-Power T r e a t y and the K e l l o g g -

B r i a n d P a c t , as the s t a n d a r d a g a i n s t which N i t o b e ' s f i n a l a c t s 

s h o u l d be j u d g e d , t h e n i t i s u n d e n i a b l e t h a t he t r a n s g r e s s e d 

such p r i n c i p l e s . 2 5 

But l i b e r a l i s m , though based upon c e r t a i n i d e a l s , i s not 

synonomous w i t h t h o s e i d e a l s . U n l i k e a p r o p h e t , who s t a n d s 

o u t s i d e t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t and c r i t i c i z e s h i s f e l l o w men f o r 

n o t l i v i n g l i k e s a i n t s , t h e l i b e r a l has b o t h f e e t f i r m l y 

en trenched w i t h i n h i s s o c i e t y . There he walks the m i d d l e r o a d . 

He h o l d s on t o h i s b e l i e f i n p r o g r e s s , i n t h e e s s e n t i a l 

g o o d n e s s o f man, t h e f r e e d o m o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l , and s u p p o r t s 
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p o l i t i c a l and c i v i l l i b e r t i e s t o t h e l i m i t s t h a t he t h i n k s 

p o s s i b l e . In an i m p e r f e c t w o r l d where p o l i t i c a l views' c o l l i d e , 

he takes a c o n c i l i a t o r y s tance towards c o n f l i c t , and c a s t s h i s 

v o t e w i t h t h e m o r e i n c l u s i v e a l t e r n a t i v e . He s h u n s 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y m e a s u r e s . 2 6 

S t u d y i n g J a p a n ' s i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n i n t h e 1930s , 

and c o n s i d e r i n g her p e r c e p t i o n o f the dangers t h a t f a c e d h e r , 

N i t o b e ' s a c t i o n s become c l e a r e r and u n d e r s t a n d a b l e . He s tood 

f i r m l y on t h e t e n e t s o f t h e l i b e r a l p o l i t i c a l p h i l o s o p h y 

sketched above. Where he compromised—and we cannot doubt t h a t 

he d i d - - h e d i d so b e c a u s e he saw i t as n e c e s s a r y . He was 

i n e x t r i c a b l y t i e d t o t h e l i m i t a t i o n s o f h i s p o s i t i o n . He d i d 
9 7 

not s tand above h i s age; he l i v e d f u l l y w i t h i n i t . 

N i t o b e l i v e d h i s l a s t y e a r s , t o h i s f u l l c r e d i t , i n 

c o m p l i a n c e w i t h t h e m o r a l maxim t h a t he had t a u g h t a l l h i s 

l i f e : "Do ing t h e D u t y t h a t l i e s n e a r e s t . " H i s t o r y has p r o v e d 

him wrong i n h i s p o l i t i c a l ' v i e w s . But h i s p e r s o n a l courage to 

s t a n d up f o r what he b e l i e v e d r i g h t , a m i d s t a t t a c k and 

s l a n d e r , and a t the r i s k o f t a r n i s h i n g f o r e v e r h i s h a r d - e a r n e d 

r e p u t a t i o n , s e r v e s as a e l o q u e n t monument t o h i s g r e a t n e s s . 

A nd t h a t , i f h i s s t o r y i s f u l l y a n d p r o p e r l y t o l d , i s 
2 8 

s u f f i c i e n t onto i t s e l f . 

* * * 

I t u r n n o w t o a s s e s s N i t o b e ' s w o r k a s a n 

i n t e r p r e t e r o f Japan abroad . I d i r e c t my comments to the ideas 

a n d a t t i t u d e s o f Y u z o O t a , M i w a K i m i t a d a , a n d T s u r u m i 
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S h u n s u k e . A l l t h r e e a t t a c k N i t o b e ' s w o r k , and l o o k upon i t 

d i s d a i n f u l l y . I t seems to me t h a t these g e n e r a l l y p e r c e p t i v e 

s c h o l a r s e x h i b i t r e m a r k a b l e s h o r t s i g h t e d n e s s i n t h e i r 

29 

e v a l u a t i o n s of N i t o b e . 

Yuzo O t a , i n a s t r o n g l y - w o r d e d p a p e r , h a r s h l y c r i t i c i z e s 

N i t o b e ' s E n g l i s h w r i t i n g s w i t h the charge t h a t N i t o b e d i d not 

h o n e s t l y p o r t r a y Japan abroad . There a r e , Ota c l a i m s , c e r t a i n 

u n i v e r s a l v a l u e s , s u c h as t r u t h f u l n e s s , w h i c h a r e v a l i d f o r 

a l l t i m e and p l a c e s . 3 0 

Ota's p o l e m i c s i g n o r e a b a s i c c a u t i o n t h a t one s h o u l d use 

t o s t u d y N i t o b e : t h a t h i s w r i t i n g s be s t u d i e d i n r e l a t i o n t o 

t h e b a c k g r o u n d i n w h i c h t h e y were c o m p o s e d . I t i s a l m o s t t o o 

easy to a t t a c k N i t o b e by e x t r a c t i n g , as Ota does , examples of 

c o n t r a d i c t o r y s t a t e m e n t s s e p a r a t e d by many y e a r s t o p r o v e 
• 4- 31 

one's p o i n t . 

Nowhere i s O t a ' s a h i s t o r i c i t y more e v i d e n t t h a n i n h i s 

f l awed a n a l y s i s o f B u s h i d o , where he o v e r l o o k s the s e t t i n g i n 

w h i c h t h e book was w r i t t e n . ' To a r g u e t h a t B u s h i d o t o l d 

u n t r u t h s , a t a t i m e when a c a d e m i c s t u d i e s o f s a m u r a i m o r a l s 

were n o n - e x i s t e n t — i n d e e d the word i t s e l f was not i n u s e - - i s 

l i k e b e a t i n g on a dead h o r s e . Much f r u i t l e s s d e b a t e has 

t r a n s p i r e d o v e r B u s h i d o b e c a u s e o f t h i s f a i l u r e t o p u t t h e 
3 2 

work i n t o a proper h i s t o r i c a l p e r s p e c t i v e . 

Miwa K i m i t a d a , l i k e O t a , c r i t i c i z e s N i t o b e w i t h a concept 

o f "awase" ( to a d j u s t ) , w h i c h h a s b e e n f o r m u l a t e d by 

M u s h a n o k o j i K i n h i d e . N i t o b e , Miwa c l a i m s , " a d j u s t e d " h i s 271 



message t o " s e l l an image o f J a p a n t o f o r e i g n e r s . " T s u r u m i 

33 

Shunsuke agrees . 

T s u r u m i , a H a r v a r d - t r a i n e d p h i l o s o p h e r , who i n f l u e n c e d 

O t a ' s v i e w s , a p p e a r s t o s u f f e r f r o m a p e c u l i a r c u l t u r a l 

b l i n d n e s s . Of a l l p e r s o n s , h e , b e t t e r t h a n a n y b o d y e l s e , 

s h o u l d u n d e r s t a n d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f N i t o b e ' s w o r k . B e s i d e s 

b e i n g t h e son o f N i t o b e ' s c l o s e s t d i s c i p l e , T s u r u m i Y u s u k e , 

he e x p e r i e n c e d the p e r s o n a l h u m i l i a t i o n o f b e i n g p u t i n t o 

i n t e r n m e n t i n A m e r i c a w i t h J a p a n e s e - A m e r i c a n s a f t e r t h e 

outbreak of P e a r l H a r b o r . Has he not r e f l e c t e d , one wonders, 

upon a b a s i c p s y c h o l o g i c a l law of s e l f - r e s p e c t t h a t when you 

a r e d e s p i s e d on a c c o u n t o f y o u r r a c e , you t r y y o u r u t m o s t t o 
3 4 

"put your b e s t f o o t forward?" 

N i t o b e ' s s e n s i t i v i t i e s and f r e q u e n t w a r n i n g s t o h i s 

c o u n t r y m e n t o "not b r i n g shame upon J a p a n " were s o u n d : t h e 

i n c a r c e r a t i o n o f J a p a n e s e — c i t i z e n s o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

i n c l u d e d - - h a s b o r n e o u t s t a r k l y t h e f a c t t h a t N i t o b e was 
4- 35 c o r r e c t . 

B u t s a y i n g t h i s , w h i c h i s a p p e a l i n g t o t h e r e a d e r ' s 

emot ions r a t h e r than to h i s i n t e l l e c t , have I e x p l a i n e d away 

the p r o b l e m t h a t O t a , Miwa and T s u r u m i p o i n t t o i n N i t o b e ? I 

t h i n k n o t . I now t u r n t o t h i s p r o b l e m b e l o w , and a t t e m p t t o 

answer i t i n the c o n t e x t o f the i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t theme t h a t I 

have i n t r o d u c e d i n the b e g i n n i n g . 

* * * 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m i n Japan has not been a s t a t i o n a r y i d e a . 
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I t h a s s h i f t e d a n d a d j u s t e d i t s e l f t o h i s t o r i c a l 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s . In t h e 1920s , when J a p a n was a member o f t h e 

League o f N a t i o n s , i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s en t iment s were i n vogue 

i n many c i r c l e s . B u t i t l o s t p o p u l a r i t y i n t h e 1930s when 

J a p a n p u r s u e d an autonomous f o r e i g n p o l i c y i n E a s t A s i a . In 

w a r t i m e i t w a s a d a n g e r o u s t h o u g h t . A f t e r d e f e a t , 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m r e t u r n e d w i t h added v i g o r . And today , i t i s 

p a r t and p a r c e l o f e v e r y J a p a n e s e ' s w o r l d v i e w . I t i s t a k e n 

f o r g r a n t e d . 3 6 

The main change, o f c o u r s e , has been p o l i t i c a l . R i v a l s i n 

prewar t i m e s , Japan and the U n i t e d S t a t e s are now p a r t n e r s i n 

a c o m p l e t e l y d i f f e r e n t w o r l d o r d e r . T h i s a l l i a n c e d o m i n a t e s 

economic and c u l t u r a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s between the two c o u n t r i e s . 

T e c h n o l o g y t o o , has b r o u g h t t h e two c o u n t r i e s c l o s e r 

t o g e t h e r p h y s i c a l l y . Whereas i t t o o k t e n days f o r N i t o b e t o 

make the j o u r n e y a c r o s s the P a c i f i c i n 1933, i t now take l e s s 

t h a n t e n h o u r s . T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ease has made i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

t r a v e l l e r s o f hundreds o f thousands o f o r d i n a r y Japanese who, 

i n prewar t i m e s , c o u l d o n l y e x p e r i e n c e v i c a r i o u s l y the wonders 

o f the w o r l d o u t s i d e o f Japan . 

And i n knowledge, p r o g r e s s has been j u s t as s p e c t a c u l a r . 

In N i t o b e ' s d a y , J a p a n e s e s t u d i e s a b r o a d was t h e d o m a i n o f 

t a l e n t e d a m a t e u r s ; i t was n o t a p r o f e s s i o n i n t h e s e n s e t h a t 

we know i t t o d a y . In u n i v e r s i t i e s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

a c c o r d i n g to a survey by T a k a g i Yasaka p u b l i s h e d i n 1935, o n l y 

s i x o f f e r e d c o u r s e s i n J a p a n e s e l a n g u a g e ; and among n o n -
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J a p a n e s e o n l y a t i n y h a n d f u l c o u l d s p e a k a n d r e a d t h e 

37 

language. 

N i t o b e ' s work as an i n t e r c u l t u r a l m e d i a t o r s h o u l d be 

s een i n t h e above s e t t i n g . He was i n h i s day o n l y one o f few 

J a p a n e s e w i t h t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l s t a t u r e and t h e a b i l i t y t o 
3 8 

address f o r e i g n audiences e f f e c t i v e l y i n E n g l i s h . 

As a f a c u l t y member a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a i n 

Schoo l year 1932-33, N i t o b e l e c t u r e d to d i v e r s e a u d i e n c e s . He 

had w a n t e d t o t e a c h a s e m i n a r , b u t was t o l d t h a t "the number 

o f s t u d e n t s r e a d y t o t a k e a s e m i n a r i n J a p a n e s e i s e x t r e m e l y 
39 

s m a l l , p r o b a b l y not more than one or two a t the most." 

Because o f the c o m p o s i t i o n o f h i s l i s t e n e r s , h i s l e c t u r e s 

t o p i c s had t o be w i d e - r a n g i n g i n s c o p e , and t r e a t e d i n b r o a d 

s t r o k e s . H i s a u d i e n c e d i d n o t w a n t m i n u t e d e t a i l on 

s p e c i a l i z e d s u b j e c t s . More i m p o r t a n t than d e t a i l / N i t o b e knew, 

were c l a r i t y and a p p e a l . And f o r t h i s , an i n t i m a t e k n o w l e d g e 

of h i s l i s t e n e r s , a sense o f humor, and o r a t o r i c a l s k i l l and a 

p o l i s h e d d e l i v e r y were o f g r e a t e r importance than knowledge o f 

p a r t i c u l a r t o p i c s . N i t o b e succeeded a d m i r a b l y , the ev idence 

shows, i n h i s l e c t u r e s . 4 0 

D i d N i t o b e l i e i n t h e s e l e c t u r e s ? D i d he " o v e r -

g l a m o r i z e ? " Did he, i n s h o r t , a t t empt to spread propaganda, as 

O t a , Miwa and T s u r u m i i m p l y ? T a k i n g j u d i c i o u s a c c o u n t o f 

N i t o b e ' s p o l i t i c a l v i e w s t h a t I have d i s c u s s e d a b o v e , and 

c a r e f u l l y d i s t i n g u i s h i n g those a r t i c l e s t h a t he wrote based on 

t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f t h a t t i m e , I do n o t s e e t h a t he 

d i s t o r t e d h i s message i n h i s p r e p a r e d a c a d e m i c l e c t u r e s on 274 



J a p a n . T h e y were s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d and f r a n k . A l t h o u g h t h e r e 

are g r i e v o u s e r r o r s and o m i s s i o n s which r e f l e c t c l e a r l y — a n d 

h e r e Yuzo O t a i s c o r r e c t - - N i t o b e ' s l i m i t a t i o n s as a s c h o l a r , 

t h e l e c t u r e s , w e r e , on t h e w h o l e , w e l l c o n s t r u c t e d . B u t my 

purpose i n t h i s d i s s e r t a t i o n has not been to a n a l y z e N i tobe ' s 

t h o u g h t ; t h e r e a d e r s h o u l d r e a d N i t o b e h i m s e l f , and draw h i s 

own conclus ions . 4 "' ' 

In a v e r y p r o f o u n d way, Yuzo O t a , Miwa K i m i t a d a , and 

T s u r u m i Shunsuke—and Japanese p r o f e s s o r s l i k e them--who f l y 

r e g u l a r l y b a c k and f o r t h b e t w e e n N o r t h A m e r i c a and J a p a n , 

s t a n d u p o n N i t o b e ' s s h o u l d e r s : t h e y a r e h i s p o s t w a r 

s u c c e s s o r s . They are the Japanese i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s who t r e a d 

today upon the path t h a t N i t o b e "pioneered" over f i v e decades 

ago . Why, t h e n , do t h e y d e r i d e N i t o b e ' s l a b o r s and d i s t a n c e 

t h e m s e l v e s f r o m h i s work? In a d d i t i o n t o t h e p r o p a g a n d a 
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charge above, I see t h r e e o t h e r reasons . 

The f i r s t i s t h e P a c i f i c W a r . T r a i n e d i n W e s t e r n 

l a n g u a g e s and t h o u g h t w i t h i n t h e "new J a p a n , " t h e y have 

d i v o r c e d t h e m s e l v e s f r o m t h e s t i g m a o f t h e i r p r e d e c e s s o r s , 

l i k e N i t o b e , who f o r m e d I m p e r i a l J a p a n ' s o l d e s t a b l i s h m e n t . 

T h a t g e n e r a t i o n , i n t h e i r e y e s , i g n o b l y f a i l e d ; t h e p o s t - w a r 

p r o f e s s o r s want n o t h i n g to do w i t h t h e i r work or i d e a l s — t h e y 

be long to a dead p a s t . 

Another r o o t of t h e i r u n g e n e r o s i t y toward N i t o b e s p r i n g 

f r o m a b e l i e f t h a t N i t o b e ' s i n t e r c u l t u r a l w o r k "was 

u n s c h o l a r l y . " T h i s c r i t i c i s m i s s o u n d . B u t i t f a i l s t o 
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e m p a t h i z e w i t h h i s s i t u a t i o n . N i t o b e h i m s e l f was p a i n f u l l y 

aware t h a t he l a c k e d t h e p r o p e r a c a d e m i c c r e d e n t i a l s . When 

o f f e r e d a p o s i t i o n a t t h e U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a , he 

h e s i t a t e d and t o l d t h e V i c e P r e s i d e n t o f A c a d e m i c A f f a i r s , 

Monroe D e u t s c h t h a t "I am t o o o l d " and "I am n o t s c h o l a r l y . " 

B u t t h a t d i d n o t p r e v e n t t h e u n i v e r s i t y t o e n t r e a t h i m t o 

a c c e p t , and gave h i m a f u l l p r o f e s s o r ' s s a l a r y t o t a k e the 
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j o b . I t a l s o o f f e r e d i t to him a g a i n f o r the f o l l o w i n g y e a r . 

A t h i r d r e a s o n f o r t h e a t t a c k s on N i t o b e by t h e new 

g e n e r a t i o n o f J a p a n e s e i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s a r i s e s , I t h i n k , 

from the h a g i o g r a p h i c w r i t i n g s t h a t i s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h N i t o b e . 

R e v u l s e d by t h e e u l o g i e s t h a t d i s t o r t t h e f a c t s , t h e s e 

s c h o l a r s , who a r e most f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e p r o b l e m s o f i n t e r -

c u l t u r a l r e l a t i o n s , e r r e d i n t h e o p p o s i t e d i r e c t i o n . They 

o v e r s t a t e t h e i r c l a i m s and a l s o miss the t r u t h . 

N i t o b e ' s ideas on i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m , though the t i m e s have 

c h a n g e d , a r e s t i l l v a l i d t o d a y . He l e f t many w r i t i n g s on t h e 

s u b j e c t ; I w i l l o n l y q u o t e one o f them i n p a r t , f o r i t 

c o n t a i n s the c o r e o f h i s a t t i t u d e : 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m i s t h e e x t e n t i o n o f 
p a t r i o t i s m . . . . 

He i s a t r u e p a t r i o t and i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t 
who has f a i t h i n t h e g r e a t n e s s and t h e m i s s i o n 
o f h i s own l a n d and p e o p l e , and b e l i e v e s t h a t 
they can c o n t r i b u t e to the peace and w e l f a r e of 
t h e human r a c e . . . . 

A man t o be i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y m i n d e d must 
f i r s t have h i s f e e t p l a n t e d f i r m l y on the ground 
o f h i s n a t i v e s o i l . He t h e n l i f t s h i s head and 
l o o k s upon t h e w i d e w o r l d , and f i n d s where he i s 
s t a n d i n g and w h i t h e r he must go . He w h o ^ n o w s 
not the w o r l d , knows not h i s own c o u n t r y . 
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To summarize Nitobe's i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m today, we must 

employ a c a r e f u l d i s t i n c t i o n between h i s " p o l i t i c a l 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m " and h i s " c u l t u r a l i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m . " The 

former i s no longer relevant; i t belongs, as Miwa points out, 

in a bygone age. Those ideas died i n the f i r e s of the P a c i f i c 

War. But the l a t t e r , Nitobe's s t r e s s upon the i d e a l s of 

international cooperation and mutual understanding—which he 

f u l l y e x h i b i t e d i n h i s own p e r s o n — r e m a i n s s t i l l a guiding 

l i g h t f o r a l l those i n t e r e s t e d i n the g e n t l e r p u r s u i t s of 
4 5 

c u l t u r a l i n t e r c h a n g e . T h i s i s t h e l e g a c y of h i s 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m that i s important. I t s t i l l l i v e s i n the 

hearts of men. 

277 



Abbreviations Used i n the Notes and Bibliography 

Bannen 

FHLNP 

Imperial 

HCERP 
JNN 
KBKSS 

Kinen-I 

Kinen-II 

LHA 
LJE 
LMK 
LWG 
MNLF 
NIKK 

NHTS 

Uchikawa E i i c h i r o , Bannen no Inazo 
(Morioka: Iwate Nippo-sha, 1984) . 
Friends H i s t o r i c a l L i b r a r y , Nitobe Papers. 
Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania. 
Nitobe Inazo, The Imper i a l A g r i c u l t u r a l College  
of Sapporo (Sapporo: I m p e r i a l College of A g r i 
c u l t u r e , 1893). 
Haverford C o l l e g e , Esther Rhoades Papers. 
J i t s u g y o no Nihon ( I n d u s t r i a l Japan). 
"Nitobe_Inazo" i n Ki n d a i bungaku kenkyu sosho, 
ed., Showa j o s h i daigaku k i n d a i bungaku kenkyu 
s h i t s u , v o l . 35 (Tokyo: Showa j o s h i daigaku 
k i n d a i bungaku kenkyu sho, 1972). 
Nitobe Inazo sensei botsugo gojusshurienkinen  
s h i (50th Year Commemoration of Dr. Inazo 
Nitobe's Death) ,_ ed., Nitobe_ Inazo sensei 
botsugo gojusshu.kinen j i g y o i i n k a i (Morioka, 
1984). . 
Nitobe Inazo sensei botsugo gojusshunen kinen  
j igy° hokoku sho (Report on the Work of the 
50th Year Commemoration_of Dr. Inazo Nitobe's 
Death),_ed., Nitobe Inazo sensei botsugo 
gojusshunen kinen j i g y o i i n k a i , (Morioka, 
1984). 
N i t o b e ' s l e t t e r s t o H e r b e r t B. Adams. 
Nitobe's l e t t e r s to Joseph E l k i n t o n . 
N i t o b e 's l e t t e r s t o Miyabe Kingo. 
Nitobe's l e t t e r s to W i l l i a m G r i f f i s . 
Mary Nitobe's l e t t e r s t o F a m i l y i n P h i l a d e l p h i a . 
Nitobe Inazo kenkyu (Research on Nitobe Inazo)_, 
ed., Tokyo j o s h i d a i g aku N i t o b e Inazo kenkyu 
k a i (Tokyo: Shunju-sha, 1969). 
Nitobe hakushi t s u i o k u shu-, ed., Takagi Yasaka 
and Maeda Tamon (Tokyo: N i t o b e h a k u s h i k i n e n 

278 



j i g y o j i k k o i i n , 1936) 

R i r e k i s h o - I 

R i r e k i s h o - I I 

Sato 

N i t o b e I n a z o , 
U n i v e r s i t y , Dept. 

C u r r i_cu j_u m V i t a e , T o k y o 
of Economics copy. 

N i t o b e I n a z o , C u r r i c u l u m V i t a e , Tokyo Women's 
C o l l e g e copy. 

S a t o M a s a h i r o , N i t o b e I n a z o : _ s h o g a i t o s h i s o 
(The L i f e and Thought o f I n a z o N i t o b e ) (Tokyo: 
K i r i s u t o k y o Shuppan-sha, 1980). 

Zenshu N i t o b e Inazo Zenshu 

279 



Notes to Pages 1-2 

NOTES 

Introduction 

The Japanese M i n i s t r y o f T r e a s u r y made p u b l i c the new 
c u r r e n c y a n n o u n c e m e n t on J u l y 7, 1981. A d e c i s i o n t o use 
" c u l t u r a l f i g u r e s " (bunkajin) r a t h e r than " p o l i t i c a l f i g u r e s " 
( s e i j i k a ) on the new notes was based on a survey done e a r l i e r . 
See " O s a t s u no d e z a i n o i s s h i n , " S a n k e i s h i n b u n , E v e n i n g E d . , 
7 J u l . 1981, p . 1; a l s o , " S h o t o k u t a i s h i o t s u k a r e s a m a , " A s a h i  
s h i n b u n , E v e n i n g E d . , 7 J u l . 1981, p . 3. 

2 
An i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f s i x j u n i o r h i g h s c h o o l s o c i a l 

s t u d i e s t e x t s ( W o r l d H i s t o r y ) f a i l s t o t u r n up a m e n t i o n o f 
N i t o b e . Textbooks checked are l i s t e d _ by p u b l i s h e r s : (1) Kyo iku 
s h u p p a n , (2) N i h o n s h o s e k i , (3) O s a k a s h o s e k i , (4) Gakko 
t o s h o , (5) C h u k y o s h u p p a n , (6) S h i m i z u s h o i n ; e i g h t h i g h 
s c h o o l Japanese h i s t o r y tex tbooks were a l s o checked w i t h the 
same n e g a t i v e resu_lts: (1) Tokyo s h o s e k i , (2) Da_i ichi qakushu 
s h a , (3) S a n s e i d o , (4) Gakko t o s h o , (5) J i y u s h o b o , (6) 
Y a m a k a w a s h u p p a n , (7) S h i m i z u s h o i n , (8) J i k k y o . I am 
g r a t e f u l _ t o K i k u c h i T a k e s h i , P r i n c i p a l o f the Fukuoka j o g a k u i n 
c h u g a k k o , f o r c a r r y i n g o u t t h e above i n v e s t i g a t i o n i n O c t . 
1983. See Sato (p. 1) f o r the m i s r e a d i n g o f N i t o b e ' s name. 

^ F o r a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e N i t o b e G a r d e n , see J o h n W. 
N e i l l , " N i t o b e M e m o r i a l G a r d e n — H i s t o r y and D e v e l o p m e n t " i n 
D a v i d s o n i a , 1:2 (Summer 1970) , pp . 1 0 - 1 5 ; a l s o , R i c h a r d E . 
C o p l e y , "The N i t o b e M e m o r i a l G a r d e n " u n p u b l i s h e d c o n f e r e n c e 
p a p e r , N i t o b e - O h i r a I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e on J a p a n e s e 
S t u d i e s , U n i v e r s i t y o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , V a n c o u v e r , C a n a d a , 
23-26 May 1984; f o r N i t o b e ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o C a n a d a and UBC 
r e s p e c t i v e l y , see George M. O s h i r o , "Inazo N i t o b e and Canada: 
R e t r o s p e c t and Prospec t" i n G l o b a l Sapporo (Winter 1984), pp. 
1 6 - 1 7 ; a l s o , h i s " N i t o b e I n a z o : t h e UBC C o n n e c t i o n " i n 
Wesbrook Q u a r t e r l y , 2:4 (Winter , 1984), pp. 2,4. 

4 
Most h i s t o r i a n s a s s o c i a t e the term " i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t " 

w i t h the s o c i a l i s t movement i n the l a t e n i n e t e e n t h and e a r l y 
t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s . Among s c h o l a r s t o d a y , t h e r e i s l i t t l e 
c o n s e n s u s o n w h a t t h e t e r m r e a l l y e n c o m p a s s e s . See 
" i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m " i n E n c y c l o p e d i a of S o c i a l S c i e n c e s (1937), 
V I I , pp . 214 -8 ; a l s o , S o n d r a H e r m a n , E l e v e n A g a i n s t War:  
S t u d i e s i n A m e r i c a n I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t Thought ( S t a n f o r d : Hoover 
I n s t i t u t i o n P r e s s 1969), pp. 282-5. 

5 
G . & C . M e r r i a m C o . , W e b s t e r ' s New C o l l e g i a t e 

D i c t i o n a r y 1979 e d . , p. 598. 
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F o r a c o g e n t d i s c u s s i o n o f J a p a n e s e a n d 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m t o d a y , s e e R o n a l d D o r e , " T h e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s a t i o n o f J a p a n " i n P a c i f i c A f f a i r s , 52:4 
(Winter 1979), pp. 595-611. 

7 
I v a n H a l l , M o r i A r i n o r i ( C a m b r i d g e , M a s s . : H a r v a r d 

U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1973) , p. 1. 
g 

See pp. 137-149 f o r N i t o b e ' s work as Carneg i e -Exchange 
P r o f e s s o r and h i s i n i t i a l c o n n e c t i o n w i t h men i n the Amer ican 
Peace Movement ; C h a p t e r 7 r e l a t e s h i s s u b s e q u e n t work i n 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s a t the League of N a t i o n s . 

9 See pp . 277-81 . 

1 0 T h e s e s c h o l a r s work on N i t o b e a r e c i t e d i n v a r i o u s 
p l a c e s i n t h i s s t u d y ; s e e t h e b i b l i o g r a p h y f o r a l i s t ; 
H i r a k a w a S u k e h i r o ' s comments on N i t o b e a r e f r o m p e r s o n a l 
c o n v e r s a t i o n s t h a t I had w i t h him i n s c h o o l - y e a r 1981-82 w h i l e 
he was a v i s i t i n g s c h o l a r a t UBC. 

1 1 See p p . 8 7 - 8 9 f o r a b a c k g r o u n d on t h e w r i t i n g o f 
B u s h i d o . 

12 
J a p a n e s e s c h o l a r s t o d a y do n o t c o n s i d e r N i t o b e as a 

s h i s o k a ( th inker) of f i r s t - r a n k , but r a t h e r an e d u c a t o r . The 
r e a s o n f o r t h i s w i l l become c l e a r i n t h e t e x t . N i t o b e ' s 
"busyness" and h i s c o n c e r n w i t h t h e i m m e d i a t e p r e c l u d e d h i m 
f r o m p r o d u c i n g any l a s t i n g w o r k s , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f 
B u s h i d o . 

13 
S i n c e t h e 5,000 y e n c u r r e n c y a n n o u n c e m e n t , h o w e v e r , 

i n t e r e s t i n N i t o b e has p i c k e d u p , and two o f h i s l o n g -
f o r g o t t e n books have been r e i s s u e d . See the b i b l i o g r a p h y f o r a 
l i s t h i s w r i t i n g s . 

14 . . 
F o r a d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e a d v a n t a g e s o f n a r r a t i v e i n 

w r i t i n g h i s t o r y , see B a r b a r a Tuchman, P r a c t i c i n g H i s t o r y . 
1 5 T h i s w o r k , w h i c h I c i t e i n t h e n o t e s s i m p l y as S a t o , i s 

m a i n l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h N i t o b e ' s t h o u g h t , w h i c h t a k e s up more 
than o n e - h a l f o f the book. T h i s work i s the most comprehens ive 
t r e a t m e n t o f N i t o b e thus f a r . 

1 6 Zenshtf , X I I I , p. 311. 

Chapter One 

The Shogun Y o r i t o m o gave t h i s e a r l y f o r e r u n n e r o f t h e 
N i t o b e f a m i l y a f i e f i n t h e N o r t h e a s t e r n p a r t o f Honshu as_a 
r e w a r d f o r h i s s e r v i c e s i n f i g h t i n g t h e T a i r a . See Z e n s h u , 
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X V , 555 , 567. 

2 - -
Matsukuma T o s h i k o , N i t o b e Inazo (Tokyo: Misuzu Shobo, 

1969), p . l . D e t a i l s o f the l and r e c l a m a t i o n p r o j e c t are found 
i n J o h n _ F . Howes , "Inazo and h i s R o o t s , " u n p u b l i s h e d p a p e r , 
N i t o b e - O h i r a I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e on J a p a n e s e S t u d i e s , 
UBC, V a n c o u v e r , C a n a d a , 23-26 May 1984; see _also H o r i g u c h i 
Masami , Towada monogatar i (Tokyo: Kokusho K a n k o k a i , 1974). 

3 
Zenshu, XV, 500; Matsukuma, p. 4,6. 

4 Z e n s h u , X V , 560. 

5 S a t o , p . 15. 

Zenshu, XV, 499-501. • 

7 Z e n s h u , X V , 501. 
8 — 
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6 5 L H A , 21 J u l y , 18 A u g u s t 1890. 

6 6 H e r b e r t B . Adams , L e t t e r t o I n a z o N i t o b e , 23 December 
1890, Adams C o l l e c t i o n , M i l t o n S. E i s e n h o w e r L i b r a r y , The 
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Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y . 
6 7 

D a v i d C. E l k i n t o n , " I n a z o and Mary N i t o b e : R o o t s , 
Romance and R e c o l l e c t i o n s , " pp. 1-2. T h i s paper was p r e s e n t e d 
as a p u b l i c l e c t u r e a t t h e D e p a r t m e n t o f A s i a n S t u d i e s , 
U n i v e r s i t y o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , V a n c o u v e r , B.C., 7 O c t o b e r 
1983. The a u t h o r i s t h e g r e a t grandnephew o f Mary E l k i n t o n 
N i t o b e . Much of t h e d e t a i l here i s based upon f a m i l y r e s e a r c h 
done by Mr. E l k i n t o n . 

6 8 
An a c c o u n t o f t h e c o u r t s h i p o f N i t o b e and Mary i s 

f o u n d i n D o r o t h y G i l b e r t , I n a z o and Mary N i t o b e ( p r i n t e d f o r 
p r i v a t e c i r c u l a t i o n by Passmore E l k i n t o n , 1957). 

6 9 E l k i n t o n , pp. 3-4. 
70 

E l k i n t o n , p. 4; f o r an a c c o u n t o f N i t o b e ' s c o n n e c t i o n 
t o t h e Jogaku z a s s h i , see Aoyama Nao, " K i n d a i Nihon j o s h i kyo 
i k u t o N i t o b e Inazo" i n NIKK, pp. 205-42. 

71 
E l k i n t o n , p. 4; a p e r s p e c t i v e on t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p c a n 

be f o u n d i n S a e k i R i i c h i r o , " Y o n j u n e n k a n k a w a r a n u y u j o " i n 
NHTS, pp. 34-43. 

7 2 S a e k i , pp. 39-40. 
73 

E l k i n t o n , p. 6. 
74 

E l k i n t o n , p. 6. 
75 

A r t i c l e i n t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a I n q u i r e r , 28 November 
1890, and q u o t e d i n E l k i n t o n , p. 6. 

7 6 
T h i s d i a r y e x t r a c t i s quoted i n E l k i n t o n , p. 8. 

77 
Matsukuma, pp. 168, 170. 

7 8 
For a c o m p a r a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n of American c i t i e s , see 

A l l a n D a v i s , " I n t r o d u c t i o n " i n The P e o p l e s o f P h i l a d e l p h i a 
( P h i l a d e l p h i a : Temple U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1973), p. 8. 

79 
N ewspaper c l i p p i n g o f t h e P h i l a d e l p h i a I n q u i r e r , 2 

J a n u a r y 1891 (no pag.) found i n the f i l e s o f FHLNP. 
Chapter Three 

1 MNLF, 24 October 1892. 
2 See Nitobe's l e t t e r t o Miyabe (LMK, 4 Dec. 1887) which 

e x p r e s s s e s h i s a l t r u i s t i c aims i n Sapporo. 
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3 
S t a t i s t i c s o f H o k k a i d o , 1949, as l i s t e d i n F . C . J o n e s , 

Ho k k a i^do^ I t s P r e s e n t S t a t e o f D £ X £ A £ £ i H £ I l t a n . d F u t u r e 
P r o s p e c t s ( L o n d o n : O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1958) , p . 22. F o r 
t a b l e o f i m m i g r a t i o n i n t o Hokkaido between years 1869 to 1881, 
see J o h n H a r r i s o n , J a p a n ' s N o r t h e r n F r o n t i e r ( J a c k s o n v i l l e , 
U n i v e r s i t y o f F l o r i d a P r e s s , 1954) , p . 73; a l s o , J o n e s , p . 22. 
A d e s c r i p t i o n o f the I s h i k a r i p l a i n i s found i n J o n e s , p. 34. 

4 -
" H o k k a i d o c h o " i n H o k k a i d o d a i h y a k k a j[ i . t e n , I I , 

(Sapporo: Hokkaido Sh imbun-sha , 1981), 644. 
5 LMK, 13 November 1885. 

6 LMK, 17 F e b r u a r y 1889. 
7 

T o r n , p. 120. S t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , o n l y Dav id Hume l i v e d 
and worked i n S c o t l a n d ; J . S . M i l l was S c o t t i s h , but he h i m s e l f 
d i d n o t a c q u i r e a r e p u t a t i o n t h e r e ; C a r l y l e was b o r n and 
r a i s e d i n S c o t l a n d , b u t h i s fame was a c q u i r e d i n L o n d o n . 

8 LMK, 24 June 1887. 
9 

The o r i g i n a l oath i s on d i s p l a y a t the W i l l i a m S. C l a r k 
M e m o r i a l H a l l a t Hokkaido U n i v e r s i t y . 

10 
( u n s i g n e d a r t i c l e ) , H a r p e r ' s New M o n t h l y M a g a z i n e , 

65:390 (November , 1882) , 8 1 1 - 2 9 . N i t o b e m e n t i o n e d t h i s 
a r t i c l e and t h e i n f l u e n c e i t had on h i m i n "Why I Became a 
F r i e n d " i n t h e B a l t i m o r e Q u a k e r ' s n e w s l e t t e r , I n t e r c h a n g e 
( B a l t i m o r e : S o c i e t y of F r i e n d s , Mar. 1887), p. 254. 

1 1 For an account o f the b i o g r a p h i e s on W i l l i a m Penn, see 
H a r r y E m e r s o n W i l d e s ' A p p e n d i x I : "Penn B i o g r a p h i e s " i n 
W i l l i a m Penn (New Y o r k : M a c m i l l a n P u b l i s h i n g Company, I n c . , 
1974) , p p . 4 4 7 - 4 5 1 . Of the f o r t y o r so b i o g r a p h i e s t h a t have 
been w r i t t e n on P e n n , by f a r t h e most t r u s t w o r t h y ones have 
a p p e a r e d i n t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . The t h r e e b e s t a r e W i l d e s 
( the l a t e s t ) ; J o h n W. G r a h a m , W i l l i a m Penn ( L o n d o n : The 
S w a r t h m o r e P r e s s L t d . , 1917); and W i l l i a m I . H u l l , W i l l i a m 
P e n n : A T o p i c a l B i o g r a p h y (1937; r p t . F r e e p o r t , New Y o r k , 
Books f o r L i b r a r i e s P r e s s , 1971). 

12 
W o r k s t o d a t e on N i t o b e ' s c o l o n i z a t i o n h a v e n o t 

m e n t i o n e d t h i s r e l i g i o u s o u t l o o k b e h i n d h i s c o n c e p t o f 
s p i r i t u a l p r o g r e s s and the s p r e a d i n g o f e n l i g h t e n m e n t . See 
M i w a K i m i t a d a , " N i t o b e a n d J a p a n e s e C o l o n i a l P o l i c y , " 
c o n f e r e n c e paper d e l i v e r e d a t the N i t o b e - O h i r a I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
C o n f e r e n c e on J a p a n e s e S t u d i e s , UBC, V a n c o u v e r , C a n a d a , 25 
May , 1984. N i t o b e ' s work i s a l s o m e n t i o n e d i n Mark P e a t t i e , 
" A t t i t u d e s T o w a r d C o l o n i a l i s m , " e d . Ramon M y e r s and Mark 
P e a t t i e , The Japanese C o l o n i a l E m p i r e : 1895-1945 ( P r i n c e t o n , 
N . J . : P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1984) , pp . 86, 88, 91 , 9 3 - 5 , 
99, 114. 
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L J E , 22 A u g u s t 1891; 3 J a n u a r y 1892. N i t o b e ' s W i l l i a m 
Penn v o l u m e s have been r e p u b l i s h e d i n v o l u m e f o u r o f t h e 
Z e n s h u . In t h e k a i s e t s u t o t h i s w o r k , T a k a g i Y a s a k a m e n t i o n s 
t h a t t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h i c h u n d e r l i e t h i s p u b l i c a t i o n a r e 
unknown. B u t he a c c e p t s N i t o b e as t h e a u t h o r . S i n c e N i t o b e 
h i m s e l f d i d n o t w r i t e a p r e f a c e f o r t h i s w o r k , and s i n c e he 
does not mentioned i t e l s e w h e r e , the f u l l s t o r y o f how and why 
i t was c o m p i l e d w i l l r e m a i n a m y s t e r y . A c u r i o u s q u e s t i o n 
l i n g e r s . Why d i d n ' t N i t o b e c r e d i t t h e a u t h o r s h i p o f t h e work 
to the Hokumon's e d i t o r ? 

14 
T h i s t r a n s l a t i o n appears to be one o f t h r e e p r o j e c t s on 

Q u a k e r i s m and W i l l i a m Penn t h a t N i t o b e was t h e n engaged i n . 
The p u b l i c a t i o n o f t h i s work i s m e n t i o n e d i n t h e 10 F e b r u a r y 
1895 i s s u e o f K e i r i n (page 516) . C o p e ' s w o r k , "Passages f r o m 
L i f e and W r i t i n g s " ( P h i l a d e l p h i a , 1882) i s c i t e d i n the 
b i b l i o g r a p h y o f J o h n G r a h a m ' s W i l l i a m Penn (see n o t e 11 
above) on page 315. On N i t o b e ' s a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h C o p e , see 
M a r y ' s l e t t e r t o f a m i l y , 29 November 1891. A l s o , l e t t e r t o 
Joseph , 26 January 1896. 

15 
L J E , 26 J a n u a r y 1896. T h i s R o b e r t ' s m a n u s c r i p t t h a t 

H a r t s h o r n e g a v e N i t o b e i s w e l l - k n o w n among N i t o b e ' s 
b i o g r a p h e r s , and m e n t i o n e d by T a k a g i i n h i s " K a i s e t s u " on 
Kenkoku b i d a n , p. 676. T h i s work o f L u c y R o b e r t s a p p e a r t o 
have been a work meant f o r j u v e n i l e r e a d e r s . L a t e r , i n 1909, 
she p u b l i s h e d t h e m a n u s c r i p t as a v o l u m e i n " Q u a k e r 
B i o g r a p h i e s , " v o l . 1. The work i s c i t e d by Graham i n h i s 
b i b l i o g r a p h y on page 316. 

1 6 L J E , 26 January 1896. 

17 
L J E , 26 J a n u a r y 1896. P u b l i c a t i o n o f t h i s work i s 

mentioned i n K e i r i n , v o l . 17, (5 September 1895) p. 63. I t i s 
r e p r i n t e d i n volume t h r e e o f the Zenshu. In w r i t i n g i t , N i t o b e 
m e n t i o n e d t h a t he " c o n s u l t e d h a l f a d o z e n s o u r c e s " ( L J E , 26 
J a n u a r y 1896). 

L J E , 26 January 18 9 6. 

19 
F o r an a c c o u n t o f t h e E l k i n t o n f a m i l y , see D a v i d Cope 

E l k i n t o n , F a m i l y F o o t p r i n t s : The F a m i l i e s of Joseph E l k i n t o n 
a n d S a r a h W e s t P £ S s m o r e , 2 v o l s , ( p r i n t e d f o r p r i v a t e 
c i r c u l a t i o n , P h i l a d e l p h i a , 1983). 

20 
For the E l k i n t o n s ' work w i t h the Doukhobors , see George 

Woodcock and Ivan Avakumovic , The Doukhobors (Toronto: Oxford 
U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1968) , pp . 136, 141 , 163, 213, 268, 365, 
374 ; a l s o , P i e r r e B e r t o n , T h e P r o m i s e d L a n d ( T o r o n t o : 
M c C l e l l a n and S t e w a r t , 1984) , pp . 75-6 . 

2 1 See S a r a h West E l k i n t o n , J o s e p h E l k i n t o n : 1859-1920 
( e d i t e d by J . R u s s e l l E l k i n t o n and D a v i d C . E l k i n t o n and 
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p r i n t e d f o r p r i v a t e c i r c u l a t i o n , P h i l a d e l p h i a , 1981) f o r an 
account of Joseph E l k i n t o n . 

22 
For a l i s t o f the s t a f f a t the c o l l e g e , see I m p e r i a l , 

p p . 2 6 - 2 7 . 
2 3 L J E , 22 August 1891. 

24 
L J E , 21 A p r i l 1892. 

25 - -
The c l a s s e s t h a t N i t o b e t a u g h t a t t h e n o g a k k o f o r 

s c h o o l y e a r s 1893-94 and 1895-96 have been c o m p i l e d f o r me by 
M r . A k i z u k i o f _ t h e H o k k a i d o U n i v e r s i t y a r c h i v e s f r o m the 
S a p p o r o n o g a k k o i c h i r a n . F o r t h e y e a r s 1891, 1892, I have 
r e l i e d on l e t t e r s ( L J E , 23 A p r i l , 22 A u g u s t 1891) i n w h i c h 
N i t o b e mentions h i s schedule o f c o u r s e s . 

L J E , 23 A p r i l 1891; l e t t e r t o s i s t e r s , M N L F , 10 J u l y 

L J E , 21 A p r i l 1892. 

L J E , 19 F e b r u a r y 1893. 

L J E , 19 F e b r u a r y 1893. 

L J E , 23 A p r i l 1891. 

L J E , 23 A p r i l 1891; MNLF, 22 August 1891. 

L J E , 23 A p r i l 1891. 

26 

1891. 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 
S a t o S h o s u k e , L e t t e r t o H e r b e r t B . Adams , 5 November 

1892, Adams C o l l e c t i o n , M i l t o n S. E i s e n h o w e r L i b r a r y , The 
J o h n s H o p k i n s U n i v e r s i t y , B a l t i m o r e , M a r y l a n d ; K e i r i n , 1 (1 
May 1892) , pp . 1 1 - 5 . On t h e _ b a c k g r o u n d o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n ^ 
see A k i z u k i T o s h i y u k i , " K o y u k a i s h i k a r a m i t a Sapporo nogakko 
no kofu ron" i n Hokudai hyakunen s h i ( t suse t su n u k i z u r i ) , pp. 
605-06. 

34 
N i t o b e ' s most p r o m i n e n t c o n t r i b u t i o n s i n t h e K e i r i n 

i n c l u d e : S e i t o shokun n i t s u g u , Wasurenu k u s a , Da i Nihon g a i k o  
s h i , No no t e i g i , ryugaku dan. These a r t i c l e s were s e r i a l i z e d 
i n i s s u e s o f t h e K e i r i n t h r o u g h o u t t h e y e a r s N i t o b e s p e n t i n 
Sapporo. Ryugaku dan has been c o l l e c t e d and p u b l i s h e d l a t e r as 
Kigan no a s h i . 

35 -
T a k a k u r a S h i n ' i c h i r o , " N i t o b e s e n s e i t o S a p p o r o " i n 

G l o b a l Sapporo , 1:2, (Winter , 1984), 19. 

3 fi 
T a k a k u r a , p. 19. For a s h o r t b i o g r a p h i c a l s k e t c h o f 

H o r i , see "Hor i Moto i" i n Hokkaido d a i hyakka j i t e n (Sapporo, 
Hokkaido s h i n b u n , 1981), pp. 680-81; MNLF, 25 June 1891. 
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37 
F o r an a c c o u n t o f t h e Hokumei g a k k o , see t h e Hokumei 

gakko k i j i (n .p . : n . p . , 1895) . T h i s v o l u m e was p u b l i s h e d a t 
the c l o s i n g o f the s c h o o l and p r e s e r v e s contemporary r e c o r d s 
and s t u d e n t s ' r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f i t s s h o r t h i s t o r y . Takakura (p. 
20) m e n t i o n s t h a t t h e s c h o o l s t o o d a c r o s s f r o m t h e p r e s e n t 
main gate o f Hokkaido U n i v e r s i t y . 

O Q 

L J E , 22 August 1891; 23 November 1894; 21 A p r i l 1892. 

3 9 L J E , 21 A p r i l 1892. 

40 
L J E , 22 M a r c h 1895. T a k a k u r a , p . 20. H o k u m e i s t u d e n t s 

m e n t i o n N i t o b e ' s i n f l u e n c e i n " S e i t o no shogen" i n Hokumei 
gakko k i j i , p p . 3 1 - 9 0 . 

41 
LMK, 13 November 1885. 

42 
L M K , 13 November 1885, 7 A u g u s t 1887; L J E , 21 A p r i l 

1892. 
43 - -

N i t o b e "Gakumon y o r i j i k k o " i n Enyu yagakko, (Sapporo: 
H o k k a i d o S h i m b u n - s h a , 1981) , p . 274. (see n o t e 50) T h i s was a 
s p e e c h t h a t N i t o b e gave a t t h e s c h o o l when he v i s i t e d i t i n 
1931. T e x t o f t h e s p e e c h was p r i n t e d i n t h e s c h o o l r e p o r t , 
E n y u , 18 May 1931. A l s o , I s h i z a k a K i y o a k i , " N i t o b e I n a z o t o 
M a r i k o f u j i n " i n Enyu yagakko, pp.134-5. 

44 - -L J E , 4 J u l y 1894. T a k a k u r a S h i n ' i c h i r o , '^Nitobe I n a z o 
t o S a p p o r o : _ s o n o s e t t e n t o s h i t e no S a p p o r o E n y u y a g a k k o " i n 
Enyu y a g a k k o , p . 22. 

45 
J N i t o b e , "Gakumon y o r i j i k k o , " p . 275; T a k a k u r a , Enyu  

y a g a k k o , p . 24; f o r an i n d e p t h d e s c r i p t i o n o f one s t u d e n t 
v o l u n t e e r who l a t e r g a i n e d prominence as a w r i t e r , see Yamada 
M a s a o , " A r i s h i m a Takeo t o E n y u y a g a k k o " i n E n y u _ y a g a k k o ^ pp . 
153 -76 . S e e _ a l s o , K o s h i o S h i n s a k u , " S h i r o n : E n y u y a g a k k o " i n 
Enyu yagakko, pp. 107-8; L J E , 25 November 1894; 22 March 1895. 

46 
L J E , 12 January 1896. 

4 7 L J E , 12 January 1896. 

48 - - - -
See "Enyu yagakko enkaku" i n Enyu yagakko, p. 3 06. 

49 
L J E , 12 January 1896. 

50 . -
V o l u m e 18 i n t h e S a p p o r o bunko s e r i e s e n t i t l e d E n y u 

y a g a k k o i s t h e b e s t s o u r c e f o r m a t e r i a l s on t h e s c h o o l . 
I n c l u d e d a r e p h o t o g r a p h s , r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f s t u d e n t s and 
t e a c h e r s , p e r s o n a l i t y ske tches o f persons connected w i t h the 
s c h o o l ' s development . 
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51 
_ I m p e r i a l , p . 28; T a k a k u r a , " N i t o b e I n a z o t o S a p p o r o " 

i n Enyu y a g a k k o , p . 16. 

52 
I m p e r i a l , p . 2 2. 

53 
T a k a k u r a , p. 16. 

54 - -
F o r a c o m p a r i s o n o f t h e c u r r i c u l u m o f t h e n o g a k k o i n 

1876 and 1892, see I m p e r i a l , pp. 35-7. 
55 -

H i n a m i T a k e j i r o , "Boko z a i k m c h u no t s u i s o " i n NHTS, p. 
46; A k i z u k i , p . 611-12; I m p e r i a l , p . 3 3. 

5 6 
F o r work on I n o u e , see J o s e p h P i t t a u , "Inoue K o w a s h i 

(1843-1895) and t h e M e i j i E d u c a t i o n a l S y s t e m , " Monumenta  
N i p p o n i c a , 20 (1965), 270-82. 

57 
Nogyo h a t t a t s u s h i was p u b l i s h e d i n the autumn of 1897 

w h i l e N i t o b e r e c u p e r a t e d i n K a m a k u r a ; Nogyo h o n r o n was 
p u b l i s h e d a year l a t e r i n _ A u g u s t 1898. These two works have 
been r e p r i n t e d i n the Zenshu, v o l . 2. 

5 8 — — — 
T a k a k u r a , " N i t o b e I n a z o t o S a p p o r o " i n E n y u y a g a k k o , 

pp . 1 7 - 8 ; T a k a o k a Kumao, " N i t o b e s e n s e i no t s u i o k u " i n NHTS, 
pp . 4 9 - 5 9 . 

59 
"Three Japanese s c h o l a r s and t h e i r works" i n the Japan 

W e e k l y M a i l , 23 J a n u a r y 1892. 
6 0 L J E , 23 A p r i l 1896. 

6 1 L J E , 23 November 1894. 

62 — — — — 
N i t o b e , "Nomin no kenko" ( p a r t l _ a n d 2) i n T o k e i shu 

s h i , 25 M a r c h 1895; 25 May 1895; a l s o , "Nokan j o s h i no kenko" 
i n Jogaku Z a s s h i , 25 June 1895. 

6 3 
See R i r e k i s h o I , I I . 

64 
L J E , 23 November 1894. 

6 5 
G l e n n T . T r e w a r t h a , J a p a n : A G e o g r a p h y ( M a d i s o n : 

U n i v e r s i t y o f WisconsJLn P r e s s , 1965) , p . 320; J o n e s , p . 58; 
T a k a k u r a , "Nitobe Inazo to Sapporo" i n G l o b a l Sapporo , p. 20. 

6 6 T a k a k u r a , p . 20. 

6 7 
See R i r e k i s h o I , II f o r the v a r i e t y o f work N i t o b e d i d 

i n h i s p e r i o d . 
6 8 

I n t e r v i e w w i t h A k i z u k i T o s h i y u k i , Sapporo , 3 June 19 83. 

6 9 Mary's l e t t e r to her f a t h e r i n MNLF, 19 August 1894 and 
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r e p r i n t e d i n NIKK, p p . 519-20. 

70 
Matsukuma, p . 179-80. 

71 
I t i s n o t known f o r c e r t a i n how l o n g Mary was away f r o m 

S a p p o r o . B u t i t a p p e a r s t h a t she l e f t f o r P h i l a d e l p h i a i n 
e i t h e r l a t e 1892 or e a r l y 1893 and spent most o f 1893 t h e r e . 

72 
See L M K , 4 D e c e m b e r 1 8 8 7 , w h i c h e x p r e s s e s h i s 

a l t r u i s t i c a ims . H i s b i o g r a p h e r s have taken h i s words a t face 
v a l u e w i t h o u t q u e s t i o n . 

7 3 LHA, 21 October 1891. 

7 4 L J E , 12 A p r i l 1892. 

75 
N i t o b e , "Ryugakudan" i n K e i r i n , 16 (5 J u n e 1895) , p. 

61. T h i s s t a t e m e n t was p o i n t e d o u t t o me by P r o f e s s o r I z u m i 
K u r a s h i r o by c o r r e s p o n d e n c e , 1 May 1984. 

7 6 
See LHA (11 F e b r u a r y 1899) f o r N i t o b e ' s e x p r e s s i o n o f 

moral o b l i g a t i o n to the Hokkaido cho. 

Chapter Four 

R i r e k i s h o I , e n t r y f o r 2 October 1897. 

2 . . 
G a k u g e i k a i z a s s h i , 24 (15 December 1897), p. 41. 

3 
M a r y ' s l e t t e r t o f a t h e r i n MNLF, 3 December 1897, 

r e p r i n t e d i n NIKK, p. 15; the date o f the l e t t e r i s m i s p r i n t e d 
and s h o u l d read 1892, n o t 1895. 

4 
G a k u g e i k a i z a s s h i , 23 (10 September 1897), p. 56. 

5 
See R a c h e l R e a d , l e t t e r t o J . P a s s m o r e E l k i n t o n , 29 

March 193 2 i n FHLNP. 
W e b s t e r ' s S e v e n t h New C o l l e g i a t e D i c t i o n a r y , 19 7 9 

E d i t i o n , p . 597. 
7 

M a r y N i t o b e , l e t t e r t o Anna H a r t s h o r n e , 26 November 
1897; Rache l Read, l e t t e r to Anna H a r t s h o r n e , 19 November 1897 
(bo th i n HCERP) . 

8 — 
N i t o b e I n a z o , l e t t e r t o L u c y R o b e r t s , 19 O c t o b e r 1899 

i n HCERP. 
9 - -

N i t o b e I n a z o , " S h i n k e i s u i j a k u c h i r y o n i k a n s u r u 
B e r u t s u h a k a s e no meigen" i n J N N , 15 (15 J u l y 1909) , 73_. 
N i t o b e r e p e a t s t h e m e e t i n g w i t h t h e two d o c t o r s i n "Goto 
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S h i n p e i haku" i n I j i n gunzo, r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, I I , 608. 

1 0 N i t o b e , " S h i n k e i s u i j a k u , " p . 72. T h i s p o i n t has been 
c o n s t a n t l y o v e r l o o k e d by N i t o b e ' s b i o g r a p h e r s . N e a r l y a l l have 
a t t r i b u t e d h i s breakdown to "overwork." Miwa K i m i t a d a i s the 
o n l y one who has m e n t i o n e d N i t o b e ' s m e e t i n g w i t h B a e l t z . See 
h i s "Crossroads o f P a t r i o t i s m , " p. 260. 

11 
N i t o b e , " S h i n k e i s u i j a k u , " p. 73. 

12 
R a c h e l R e a d , l e t t e r t o Anna H a r t s h o r n e , 21 November 

1897 i n HCERP; Mary N i t o b e t o h e r f a t h e r i n MNLF, 3 December 
1897; t h i s l e t t e r i s r e p r i n t e d i n NIKK, p. 520. 

13 
R a c h e l R e a d , l e t t e r t o Anna H a r t s h o r n e , 21 November 

1897 JLn HCERP; see a l s o p r e f a c e t o Nogyo h a t t a t s u s h i , i n 
Zenshu, I I , 548. 

14 

Zenshu, I I , 548. 

1 5 LHA, 11 F e b r u a r y 1899. 

1 6 LHA, 11 F e b r u a r y 1899. 
1 7 G a k u g e i k a i z a s s h i , _27 (20 November 1898) , 73; f o r 

d i s c u s s i o n o f the Sapporo sosho, see A k i z u k i T o s h i y u k i , "Koyu 
k a i s h i k a r a m i t a , " pp . 6 0 5 - 6 . 

18 
G a k u g e i k a i z a s s h i , 27 (20 November 1898) , 73; K a w a i 

M i c h i , My L a n t e r n ( T o k y o : n . p . , 1938) , p. 66; R i r e k i s h o I . 
19 

K a w a i , My L a n t e r n , p . 66. See a l s o h e r " O n s h i N i t o b e 
h a k u s h i " i n NHTS, p p . 8 0 - 9 . 

20 
Tsuda Umeko was one o f f i v e g i r l s who were sent to the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s w i t h t h e I w a k u r a m i s s i o n . She g r a d u a t e d f r o m 
B r y n Mawr i n 1892. F o r a summary o f h e r l i f e , see K u d a n a k a 
M i z o , e d . , D a i j i n m e i j i t e n , 3 - 4 , ( T o k y o : H e i b o n s h a , 1957) , 
304-5 . 

21 
K a w a i , My L a n t e r n , p . 66. 

2 2 I b i d ; LWG, 21 January 1899. 

23 
D a v i d C . E l k i n t o n , F a m i l y F o o t p r i n t s ( p r i n t e d f o r 

p r i v a t e c i r c u l a t i o n , P h i l a d e l p h i a , 1983), p. 8. 
24 

Mary to her f a t h e r , MNLF, 28 May 1899. 
25 

K a w a i , My L a n t e r n , p. 66; LHA, 11, F e b r u a r y 1899; LWG, 
21 January 1899 i n WGP. 

2 6 
For a s h o r t d i s c u s s i o n of the h i s t o r i c a l geography of 
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C a l i f o r n i a , s e e C r a n e S. M i l l e r a n d R i c h a r d H y s l o p , 
C a l i f o r n i a : The G e o g r a p h y o f D i v e r s i t y ( P a l o A l t o : M a y f i e l d 
P u b l i s h i n g C o . , 1983) , p p . 1 4 3 - 5 3 . 

27 
R e x f o r d Newcomb, "The O l d Houses o f M o n t e r e y " i n The  

O l d M i s s i o n C h u r c h e s and H i s t o r i c Houses o f C a l i f o r n i a 
( P h i l a d e l p h i a : J . P . L i p p e n c o t t Company, 1925) , p . 342. 

2 8 
Roy N i c k e r s o n , Robert L o u i s Stevenson i n C a l i f o r n i a : A 

Remarkable C o u r t s h i p (San F r a n c i s c o : C h r o n i c l e Books, 1982), 
p. 29. 

29 
N i c k e r s o n , p . 29. 

30 
Tokyo Women's C o l l e g e L i b r a r y , C l a s s i f i e d Cata logue o f  

N i t o b e L i b r a r y , ( T o k y o : u n p u b l i s h e d c a t a l o g u e c o m p i l e d by 
l i b r a r y s t a f f , O c t o b e r 1 9 4 9 ) , p . 65; I am g r a t e f u l t o 
P r o f e s s o r M a s a h i r o Sato f o r p r o v i d i n g me w i t h a copy o f t h i s 
c a t a l o g u e . 

31 
N i c k e r s o n , p . 29. 

32 
The r e c o r d s are not c o m p l e t e l y c l e a r as to e x a c t l y when 

t h e N i t o b e s moved t o C a l i f o r n i a f r o m C a n a d a . E x t r a p o l a t i n g 
from l e t t e r s w r i t t e n to Adams and G r i f f i s , i t appears to have 
been September or October 1898. 

3 3 LWG, 21 January 1899. 

34 
E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e a r t i c l e s t h a t N i t o b e wrote f o r the Far  

E a s t w h i l e i n Sapporo i n c l u d e : "Our Recent Chauvin i sm" (1895); 
"On J a p a n e s e E x c l u s i v i s m " ( 1 8 9 7 ) ; a n d "The G e n e s i s o f 
A m e r i c a n - J a p a n e s e I n t e r c o u r s e . " A l l t h r e e o f t h e s e a r t i c l e s 
are i n c l u d e d i n the Zenshu, volume 5. 

35 
For a d i s c u s s i o n of Uchimura's E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e works 

o f t h i s p e r i o d , s e e J o h n F . H o w e s ' s c h a p t e r t e n , 
" J u s t i f i c a t i o n o f S e l f and o f N a t i o n " i n h i s b i o g r a p h y on 
Uchimura Kanzo ( p u b l i c a t i o n f o r t h c o m i n g ) ; Uchimura's l e t t e r to 
Mary and Inazo N i t o b e , 18 O c t . 1895 p r i n t e d i n Uchimura Kanzo  
Zenshu, 36 (Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten , 1983), 424-5. 

3 6 LWG, 21 January 1899. 

3 7 LWG, 21 January 1899. 

3 8 LWG, 21 January 1899. 

39 
The U n i v e r s i t y o f the P a c i f i c moved to C o l l e g e Park i n 

18 6 6. By 1 899 , when N i t o b e was t h e r e , i t was a w e l l 
e s t a b l i s h e d U n i v e r s i t y w i t h a s s e t s t o t a l i n g over $200,000. For 
a b a c k g r o u n d summary o f t h e u n i v e r s i t y , see W i l l i a m W a r r e n 
F e r r i e r , N i n e t y Years of E d u c a t i o n i n C a l i f o r n i a : 1846-1936 
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( B e r k e l e y : Sather Gate Book Shop, 1937), pp. 187-99. 

40 
S uk eo K i t a z a w a , T h e L i f e o f D r . ______ t o b e ( T o k y o : 

H o k u s e i d o , 1953) , p . 41. 
4 1 LHA, 11 F e b r u a r y 1899. 

42 
G a k u g e i k a i z a s s h i , 31 (20 December 1899), 49. 

43 
LHA, 11 F e b r u a r y 1899. 

44 
LHA, 11 F e b r u a r y 1899. 

45 
N i t o b e was one o f 101 s c h o l a r s named as s h i n h a k a s e 

(new P h . D s ) . The l i s_ t i s p r i n t e d i n S e k a i no N i h o n (1 A p r i l 
1899) , p . 217. H i s n o g a k u h a k u s h i ( D o c t o r o f A g r i c u l t u r e ) i s 
e n t e r e d i n t o h i s R i r e k i s h o I on 27 March 1899. 

4 6 LHA, 11 F e b r u a r y 1899. 

47 
G a k u g e i k a i z a s s h i , 31 (20 December 1899), 49; see a l s o 

R i r e k i s h o I I , e n t r y f o r 14 June 1899. 
48 

LWG, 17 December 1899. 
49 - -

Book r e v i e w s o f B u s h i d o a r e appended t o t h e Shokabo 
e d i t i o n . My thanks to Yuzo Ota f o r p o i n t i n g t h i s out to me. 

50 - - -
"Goto S h i n p e i h a k u " . i n I j i n gunzo, r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, 

V , 608. 
51 

Uchikawa, Bannen no Inazo (Mor ioka: Iwate N i p p o , 1984), 
p . 71. 

5 2 "Goto S h i n p e i haku" i n Zenshu, V , 610. 

53 
G a k u g e i k a i z a s s h i , 32 (15 June 1900), 55. 

54 . . . 
See e n t r y i n R i r e k i s h o I f o r May 190_0. On news o f t h e 

P a r i s World E x p o s i t i o n , see news i t ems i n Chugai E i j i Shimbun, 
7:8 (30 A p r i l 1900); 7:11 (15 J u l y 1900); 7:19 (15 November 
1900) . 

5 5 LHA, 5 January 1890. 

S u g a K i k u t a r o , " N i t o b e s e n s e i no omoide no k i " i n 
NHTS p. 9 3 - 4 . 

57 . . . 
Ri_rek i_j3ho I I . T h e e n t r y i n R i r e k i s h o I s t a t e s 20 

F e b r u a r y 1901. 
5 8 M a r i u s J a n s e n , J a p a n and C h i n a : f r o m War t o Peace 

( C h i c a g o : Rand M c N a l l y , 1975) , p. 25. 
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59 -
E . P a t r i c i a T s u r u m i , " T a i w a n u n d e r Kodama G e n t a r o and 

G o t o S h i m p e i , " e d . A l b e r t C r a i g , P a p e r s on J a p a n , 4 
( C a m b r i d g e , M a s s . : E a s t A s i a n R e s e a r c h C e n t e r , 1967) , 96. 
I a p p r e c i a t e P r o f e s s o r T s u r u m i ' s k indnes s i n sending me a copy 
o f t h i s a r t i c l e . 

6 0 "Goto S h i n p e i h a k u , " i n Z e n s h u , p. 610. 

61 

E . P . T s u r u m i , p p . 1 0 5 - 6 . 

62 — 
Goto S h i m p e i , "The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f Formosa (Taiwan)," 

ed. Okuma Shigenobu, F i f t y Years o f New Japan . The f i r s t t h r e e 
g o v e r n o r g e n e r a l s o f F o r m o s a were A d m i r a l K a b a y a m a , G e n e r a l 
K a t s u r a and G e n e r a l N o g i , r e s p e c t i v e l y . 63 E . P . T s u r u m i , P- 99. 

64 E . P . T s u r u m i , P. 100. 

65 E . P . T s u r u m i , P- 100. 

66 E . P . T s u r u m i , P- 101. 

67 G o t o , p . 532. 

68 E . P . T s u r u m i , P- 103. 

69 E . P . T s u r u m i , P- 103. 

70 E . P . T s u r u m i , P- 120. 

71 T s u r u m i Yusuke, Goto 
E . P . T s u r u m i , p. 116. 

7 2 G o t o , p p . 5 4 0 - 1 . 

73 
For N i t o b e ' s work i n T a i w a n , see Yamane Y u k i o , "Taiwan 

togyo s e i s a k u to N i t o b e Inazo" i n NIKK, pp. 259-301. 
74 

Samue l P. Ho , " C o l o n i a l i s m and D e v e l o p m e n t : K o r e a , 
K w a n t u n g , T a i w a n , and t h e J a p a n e s e E m p i r e , " e d . Mark P e a t t i e 
and Ramon Myer , Japanese C o l o n i a l Empire ( P r i n c e t o n : P r i n c e t o n 
U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1984), p. 348. 

75 -_ " K o d a m a haku no omoide" i n I j i n gunzo r e p r i n t e d i n 
Z e n s h u , V , 56 8. 

7 6 
N i t o b e , "Kodama haku no o m o i d e , " p . 569; A n a l y s i s o f 

t h i s o f t h i s p l a n i s found i n Yamane, pp. 272-8. 
77 
7 „ Yamane , p . 279. 

Yamane, pp. 284-8. 
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79 
G o t o , "The A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f F o r m o s a , " pp . 543 -6 ; E . P . 

T s u r u m i , p . 124. 
80 — 

G o t o , pp . 548-52; E . P . T s u r u m i , pp . 1 3 5 - 7 . The p o i n t 
t h a t b e n e f i t s were c o n f e r r e d by the c o l o n y to the Japanese and 
Taiwanese i s u n d e n i a b l e , but the r e c o r d i s undoubted ly a mixed 
o n e , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e c a s e o f t h e n a t i v e s . B u t t h i s i s s u e 
l i e s b e y o n d t h e s c o p e o f t h i s c h a p t e r . F o r some c o g e n t 
d i s c u s s i o n on t h i s from the p e r s p e c t i v e o f an e c o n o m i s t , see 
Ho, p . 84. 

81 
N i t o b e was a p p o i n t e d c o n c u r r e n t l y t o a p o s t a t K y o t o 

to l e c t u r e on Economics . He r e t a i n e d h i s r e g u l a r job w i t h the 
s o t o k u f u . See, e n t r y i n R i r e k i s h o I f o r 16 October 1903. 

o n _ _ 
N i t o b e , "Goto S h i n p e i haku" i n Zenshu, V , 609. 

83 T . • , I b i d . 

8 4 I b i d , pp . 610-12 . 
O C 

I b i d , p . 612; R i r e k i s h o I , e n t r y f o r 20 F e b r u a r y 1901; 
E . P . T s u r u m i , p . 121. 

8 6 — 
H a y a s e Y u k i k o , "The C a r e e r o f G o t o S h i m p e i : J a p a n ' s 

Statesman of R e s e a r c h , 1857-1929," D i s s . U n i v e r s i t y o f F l o r i d a 
1974, p. 1; E . P . T s u r u m i , p . 103; 

8 7 
H a y a s e , p p . 17 -20 . 

8 8 
Hayase pp . 20 -2 ; E . P . T s u r u m i , p . 103. 

8 9 
Hayase p p . 37 , 39. 

90 -
"Kodama G e n t a r o , " D a i j i n m e i j i t e n , 1-2 , 565; E . P . 

T s u r u m i , p.102. 
91 -N i t o b e , "Kodama G e n t a r o haku no o m o i d e , " Z e n s h u , V , 

564. 

92 
I b i d , p p . 565 -6 . 

93 
D a i j i n m e i j i t e n , 1-2, 565. 

94 T . 
I b i d . 

95 
H a y a s e , p . 102. 

9 6 -
Oda Y o r o z u , "Chonmage n i y o f u k u o k i s e t a yo na o t o k o , " 

i n NHTS, p p . 149 -54 . 

97 
Mary's l e t t e r to Joseph E l k i n t o n i n MNLF, 4 December 
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1903. 
q o 

LWG, 12 September 1903. 
99 

On the b e g i n n i n g s o f the Tsuda j o g a k k o , _ s e e _Tsuda juku 
d a i g a k u , T s u d a j u k u r o k u j u n e n s h i ( T o k y o : Chuo k o r o n j i g y o 
shuppan, 1960. 

1 0 0 T s u d a j u k u d a i g a k u , p . 84. 

1 0 1 Tsuda juku d a i g a k u , p . 84. 

102 
I b i d . Kanda N a i b u , one o f t h e l e a d i n g f i g u r e s i n 

E n g l i s h l a n g u a g e e d u c a t i o n a t t h a t p e r i o d , w r o t e S a k u r a i to 
c o n g r a t u l a t e t h e s t a f f on i t s c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e j o u r n a l . 
See K a n d a ' s l e t t e r t o S a k u r a i , d a t e d 10 J u n e 1 9 0 3 , i n 
M e m o r i a l s o f N a i b u K a n d a , e d . t h e Kanda M e m o r i a l C o m m i t t e e 
(Tokyo: Japan A d v e r t i s e r P r e s s , 1927), p. 308. 

1 0 3 A k i z u k i , p . 50. 

104 
Thoughts and E s s a y s , r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, X I I , p r e s e n t 

a c o l l e c t i o n o f N i t o b e ' s E n g l i s h - l a n g u a g e w r i t i n g s i n t h i s 
p e r i o d . 

105 
See p r e f a c e t o T h o u g h t s and E s s a y s , i n Z e n s h u , X I I , 

157. 
106 

See a p p e n d i x t o t h e Shokabo e d i t i o n o f B u s h i d o f o r a 
c o l l e c t i o n o f book r e v i e w s on the book. 

107 
The L e e d s and B i d d l e e d i t i o n s o l d i n two d i f f e r e n t 

h a r d c o v e r f o r m a t s f o r 75 c e n t s and one d o l l a r r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
The Shokabo J a p a n e s e e d i t i o n , t o o , was b r o u g h t o u t i n two 
s e t s ; one w i t h a c l o t h b i n d i n g t h a t s o l d f o r 60 s e n , and an 
o r d i n a r y b i n d i n g which s o l d f o r 40 sen. 

10 8 
A d v e r t i s m e n t s f o r Bushido found i n the E i b u n s h i n s h i 

g i v e d a t a on the number o f r e p r i n t i n g s . 
109 

See " N i h o n k o g a k u h a no t e t s u g a k u , " i n D o k u r i t s u 
h y o r o n , 1 (1 January 1903), 72-9. 

1 1 0 Uemura M a s a h i s a , " B u s h i d o " i n F u k u i n s h i n p o , 297 (6 
M a r . 1901) , p . 586; a l s o c i t e d by O t a Y u z o , " N i t o b e I n a z o as a 
C u l t u r a l M e d i a t o r , " c o n f e r e n c e paper p r e s e n t e d a t the N i t o b e - O -
h i r a Conference f o r Japanese S t u d i e s , UBC, 23-25 May 1984, p. 
22. 

1 1 1 " I n t r o d u c t i o n " t o Re_m_L n_L s_c e nc e s_ o f £ h _ L _ l d h o o d , 
r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu-, XV, 488-9. 

112 -
Chugai E i j l Shinbun (supplement) , 7: 19 (15 November 
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1900) , 232. 

1 1 3 Mary N i t o b e , l e t t e r to W i l l i a m G r i f f i s , 16 Mar. 1905, 
i n t h e G r i f f i s C o l l e c t i o n , R u t g e r s U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y , New 
B r u n s w i c k , N . J . 

114 T . I b i d . 

.j^g 1 1 5 N i t o b e K o t o k o , " c h i c h i o k a t a r u " i n B u n g e i H i r o b a , p. 
For a l i s t o f N i t o b e ' s a r t i c l e s i n t h i s p e r i o d , see KBKSS, 

pp . 3 7 8 - 8 1 . 

117 
M a r y ' s l e t t e r t o J o s e p h E l k i n t o n i n M N L F , 27 J u l y 

1905. 
118 

On t h e N i t o b e ' s v i e w s on t h e "war c l o u d s , " see M a r y ' s 
l e t t e r to Jospeh E l k i n t o n i n MNFL, 30 J u l y 1903. 

119 
L J E , 25 November 1894; a l s o c i t e d i n S h a r l i e C o n r o y , 

" A n I n q u i r y i n t o t h e V a l u e S y s t e m o f a J a p a n e s e 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t , N i t o b e I n a z o (18 6 2 -1933 ) ," u n p u b l i s h e d 
s e m i n a r p a p e r , S o c i a l R e l a t i o n s 268, H a r v a r d U n i v e r s i t y , 21 
Nov. 1967, p . 15. 

1 2 0 L J E , 23 November 1894. 

121 
A f t e r the N i t o b e ' s i n f a n t son Thomas d i e d a week a f t e r 

b i r t h i n J a n u a r y , 1891, t h e y a p p a r e n t l y s e t a s i d e a s a v i n g 
f u n d , which they c a l l e d "baby fund" to use f o r s o c i a l s e r v i c e 
p r o j e c t s . See L J E , 25 November 1895. 

122 
N i t o b e ' s e s s a y " P r e p a r e i n Peace f o r War and i n War 

f o r Peace" i n t h e E i b u n s h i n s h i i n A p r i l 1904 g i v e s us an 
i n d i c a t i o n o f h i s a t t i t u t e towards the war; when c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
j u s t i f y i t , i t may be engaged i n . "There i s no d o u b t t h a t 
p e a c e i s o u r i d e a l o f e x i s t e n c e . War i s n o t an_end; i t may be 
a means, a r o a d , to peace." ( r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, X I I , 212) 

123 
Kodama's p o s i t i o n d u r i n g t h e R u s s o - J a p a n e s e War was 

V i c e - C h i e f o f A r m y G e n e r a l S t a f f a n d C h i e f o f S t a f f , 
Manchur ian F o r c e s . See Shumpei Okamoto, The Japanese O l i g a r c h y  
and t h e R u s s o - J a p a n e s e War (New Y o r k : C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s s , 1970) , p . 38. 

124 
Mary's l e t t e r to Joseph E l k i n t o n i n MNLF, 27 F e b r u a r y 

1904. 
1 2 5 I b i d , 6 A p r i l 1904. 

1 2 6 I b i d , 30 June 1904. 

127 
For a d i s c u s s i o n of Japanese aims i n K o r e a , see Han-
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Kyo K i m , "Japanese C o l o n i a l i s m i n Korea" i n H i l a r y Conroy and 
H a r r y Wray, ed. Japan Examined (Honolu lu: U n i v e r s i t y o f H a w a i i 
P r e s s , 1983) , p p . 2 2 2 - 8 . 

128 — 
See the f o l l o w i n g a r t i c l e s i n Zenshu, volume 12, which 

r e f l e c t N i t o b e ' s v i ews on c a t c h i n g up to the west: "Beware o f 
N a t i o n a l C o n c e i t " (p. 232) , " S l a v P e r i l v e r s u s Y e l l o w P e r i l " 
(p. 224) , and " A m e r i c a n i s m i n t h e E a s t " (p. 216) . 

129 
F o r N i t o b e ' s v i e w o f t h e C h i n e s e , see h i s two s h o r t 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o t h e E i b u n s h i n s h i : "Ruins o f E m p i r e " (May 
1906) and "Is C h i n a an Answer to C o n f u c i u s " (May 1906). 

13 0 
For N i t o b e ' s d i s m a l v iew of the Korean people a t t h a t 

t i m e , s e e "A D e c a y i n g N a t i o n " a n d " P r i m i t i v e L i f e a n d 
P r e s i d i n g D e a t h i n _ K o r e a . " B o t h o f t h e s e a r t i c l e s a r e 
r e p r i n t e d i n Z e n s h u , X I I , 3 2 4 - 3 2 8 . F o r an i n t e r e s t i n g 
e v a l u a t i o n o f N i t o b e as a c o l o n i a l t h e o r i s t , w h i c h rely_s on 
t h e s e w r i t i n g s , s ee : T a n a k a S h i n ' i c h i , " N i t o b e I n a z o t o 
Chosen" i n K i k a n s a n z e n r i , 34, (Summer, 1983), 88-96. 

131 
Mark P e a t t i e , " A t t i t u d e s towards C o l o n i z a t i o n " i n The  

J a p a n e s e C o l o n i a l E m p i r e ( P r i n c e t o n : P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s s , 1984) , pp . 87, 93 , 99 -100 . 

132 
F o r U c h i m u r a ' s l i f e i n t h i s p e r i o d and h i s a t t i t u d e 

t o w a r d s t h e w a r , see J o h n F . Howes , c h a p t e r 14, "In Enemy 
T e r r i t o r y , " e s p e c i a l l y pp. 289-90. 

133 
U c h i m u r a K a n z o , p o s t c a r d t o M a r y N i t o b e , 18 A p r i l 

1904, i n FHLNP. 
134 

Mary's l e t t e r to Joseph E l k i n t o n i n MNLF, 12 December 
1904; a l s o c i t e d by S h a r l i e Conroy , "An I n q u i r y i n t o the V a l u e 
System of a Japanese I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t , " p. 17. 

135 
See O k a m o t o , (pp. 105-149) f o r t h e h i g h l i g h t s o f t h e 

war. 
13 6 

See R o b e r t V a l l i a n t , "The S e l l i n g o f J a p a n : J a p a n e s e 
M a n i p u l a t i o n o f W e s t e r n O p i n i o n , 1900-1905" i n Monumenta  
N i p p o n i c a 29, (Winter , 1974), 415-38. 

137 
George Putnam, l e t t e r to W i l l i a m G r i f f i s , 28 December 

1904, G r i f f i s P a p e r s , Rutgers U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y . 
138 

George Putnam, l e t t e r to G r i f f i s , 25 M a r c h , 31 May, 2 
June 1905; W i l l i a m E l k i n t o n , l e t t e r to G r i f f i s , 25 March 1905. 
See a l s o G r i f f i s ' " I n t r o d u c t i o n " t o B u s h i d o , the S o u l o f 
J a p a n , r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, X I I , 15-9. 

139 
C i t e d i n Kimura K i , t r a n s . P h i l i p Yampolsky , Japanese 
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L i t e r a t u r e ; M a n n e r s and Cus toms i n the M e i j i - T a i s h o E r a 
( T o k y o : O b u n s h a , 1957) , pp . 5 9 - 6 1 . 

140 
See " B u s h i d o " i n P o o l e ' s G u i d e t o L i t e r a t u r e , (1904 

e d i t i o n ) . 
141 

See f o r example the a d v e r t i s e m e n t i n the 15 March 1908 
i s s u e o f E i b u n s h i n s h i (p. 48) . 

142 
Joseph E l k i n t o n , l e t t e r to E l i z a b e t h Dunn i n FHLNP, 13 

A p r i l 1905. 

Chapter Five 

1 On R o o s e v e l t ' s r o l e i n t h e p e a c e s e t t l e m e n t , s e e 
Raymond E s t e s , Theodore R o o s e v e l t and the Japanese ( S e a t t l e : 
U n i v e r s i t y o f W a s h i n g t o n P r e s s , 1967) , pp . 56 -96 ; a l s o , 
Shumpei Okamoto, The Japanese O l i g a r c h y S_ the Russo-Japanese  
War (New Y o r k : C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1970), pp. 167-223; 
f o r an a c c o u n t o f t h e r i o t s a f t e r t h e P o r t s m o u t h T r e a t y and 
the _burning o f the Kokumin s h i n b u n , see John P i e r s o n , Tokutomi  
S o h o , 1863 -1957: A J o u r n a l i s t f o r M o d e r n J a p a n ( P r i n c e t o n : 
P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1980), pp. 281-284. For Makino's 
c a r e e r background, see Thomas Burkman, "Japan, The League of 
N a t i o n s , and the New World O r d e r : 1918-1920," D i s s . U n i v e r s i t y 
of M i c h i g a n 1975, p. 111-4. 

2 
See a r t i c l e by Oka Y o s h i t a k e , " G e n e r a t i o n a l C o n f l i c t 

A f t e r the Russo-Japanese War" i n C o n f l i c t i n Modern Japanese  
H i s t o r y : The N e g l e c t e d T r a d i t i o n , ed . Tetsuo N a j i t a and V i c t o r 
Koschmann ( P r i n c e t o n : P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1982) , pp . 
197-225; on "anguished youths ," see , E a r l Kinmouth , The S e l f - 
Made Man i n M e i j i Japanese Thought , (Berke ley : U n i v e r s i t y of 
C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , 1981), pp. 206-40; f o r a p e r c e p t i v e a n a l y s i s 
o f t h e F u j i m u r a s u i c i d e , see D o n a l d R o d e n , S c h o o l d a y s i n 
I m p e r i a l J a p a n , ( B e r k e l e y : U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , 
1980) , p p . 1 6 5 - 7 3 . 

3 
F o r a r e v i s i o n o f t h e v i e w s p u t f o r t h by J a p a n e s e 

s c h o l a r s on the e x p l a n a t i o n o f the hanmon s e i n e n phenomenon, 
see K i n m o u t h , p. 212. O m a c h i was e d i t o r - i n - c h i e f o f t h e 
p o p u l a r magazine f o r youth S e i n e n , and wrote s e v e r a l works on 
t h i s g e n r e o f g u i d a n c e . T h e s e a r e f o u n d i n K e i g e t s u z e n s h u 
( T o k y o : K y o b u n s h a , 1 9 2 3 ) , v o l s . 9 - 1 1 . I n o u e T e t s u j i r o 
e x p r e s s e d v i e w s on hanmon s e i n e n i n " S e i s h i n t e k i k i k e n n i 
t a i s u r u s e i n e n no k e i k a i " i n C h u g a k u s e k a i , 6:9 (10 J u l y 
1903) . On K u r o i w a ' s v i e w s on t h e s u b j e c t , see K u r o i w a R u i k o  
s h u , v o l . 47 i n M e i j i bungaku z e n s h u , ( T o k y o : C h i k u m a s h o b o , 
1971) . 

4 
Makino's concerns as e d u c a t i o n m i n i s t e r , see Oka, p. 
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215-16; a l s o , Kinmouth , p. 243. 
5 

F o r a l i s t o f N i t o b e ' s p u b l i c a t i o n s i n d i f f e r e n t 
magazines i n t h i s p e r i o d , see KBKSS, pp. 381-9. 

Burkman, p. I l l ; N i t o b e ' s f i r s t meet ing w i t h Makino i s 
mentioned i n a l e t t e r r e c e i v e d from Sato M a s a h i r o , 2 November 
1984. For an account o f Makino's n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h N i t o b e on 
the. F i r s t H igher School appo in tment , see I s h i i M i t s u r u , N i t o b e  
Inazo (Tokyo: S e k i y a , 1935), pp. 234-6. 

7 
R i r e k i s h o I , e n t r y f o r 19 September 1906. 

g 
P r i m a r y source m a t e r i a l s used i n the f o l l o w i n g s e c t i o n 

i n c l u d e two i n t e r v i e w s w i t h N i t o b e K o t o k o , N i t o b e 1 s _adopted 
d a u g h t e r , p u b l i s h e d i n "Musume k a r a m i t a N i t o b e Inazo f u s a i " 
i n Bungei H i r o b a , 30:8 (Sep_t. 1982), (hence for th i n t e r v i e w 1); 
and " t a i d a n : c h i c h i I n a z o o k a t a r u " i n K i n e n - I , pp . 86-96 
( h e n c e f o r t h i n t e r v i e j w 2); d e t a i l s o f t h e K o b i n a t a home were 
o b t a i n e d f r o m K a t o T a k e k o , N i t o b e ' s g r a n d a u g h t e r , i n 
c o n v e r s a t i o n on 6 June 1983, and 26 May 1984. A l s o , l e t t e r s 
r e c e i v e d on 15 O c t o b e r and 1 November 1984; t h e l a t t e r w i t h an 
d iagram o f the home. 

9 
Takeko was unable to f i n d i n f o r m a t i o n on e x a c t l y when 

t h e N i t o b e ' s moved i n t o t h e K o b i n a t a home. 1905_or 1906 i s 
t h e r e f o r e an e x t r a p o l a t e d g u e s s . L e t t e r f r o m K a t o T a k e k o , 15 
October 1984 (hence for th L K T ) . 

1 0 L K T , 15 October 1984. 

1 1 L K T , 15 O c t o b e r , 1 November 1984. 

12 
L K T , 1 November 1984. A photograph of the home i s found 

i n K i n e n I , p . 89. F o r a humorous a n e c d o t e o f t h e d u t i e s o f a 
s h o s e i , see Kasama A k i o , " S h i k a r a r e t a t s u i oku" i n NHTS, 
pp .201 -203 . 

1 3 L K T , 1 November 1984. 

14 
N i t o b e ' s poems about the moon have been o f t e n mentioned 

by h i s d i s c i p l e s and h i s b i o g r a p h e r s . 
1 5 L K T , 1 November 1984. 

16 
J o h n Dewey, L e t t e r s f r o m C h i n a and J a p a n , e d . E v e l y n 

Dewey, (New Y o r k : E . P . D u t t o n , 1920) . 
17 

In t h e i r a b s e n c e , t h e N i t o b e s had a YMCA E n g l i s h 
i n s t r u c t o r l i v e i n the home. See p. 203. 

18 N i t o b e Kotoko , i n t e r v i e w 1, mentions the d e s t r u c t i o n o f 
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the Kamakura summer home d u r i n g the G r e a t Kanto Earthquake of 
1923, p. 87; The K a r u i z a w a summer home i s m e n t i o n e d by Konoe 
F u m i m a r o _in h i s " N i t o b e s e n s e i " i n NHTS, p . 173; a l s o i n 
Iwanaga Y u k i c h i , " N i t o b e s e n s e i t o boku" i n same c o l l e c t i o n , 
p . 204. 

19 . . . 
I n t e r v i e w w i t h D a v i d E l k i n t o n , N i t o b e ' s grandnephew 

l i v i n g i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , a t F r i e n d s H i s t o r i c a l L i b r a r y , 
Swarthmore C o l l e g e , 30 May 1983. 

20 
K o t o k o was b o r n 22 November 1890. She was t h e e l d e s t o f 

t h r e e c h i l d r e n . W h i l e s t i l l a c h i l d h e r mother d i e d . A t t h e 
s u g g e s t i o n o f h e r g r a n d m o t h e r M i n e , I n a z o ' s s i s t e r , she was 
adopted i n t o the N i t o b e f a m i l y . See i n t e r v i e w 1, p. 11. 

o 

21 
The t h r e e S h i m a z u boys a r e m e n t i o n e d i n Maeda Tamon, 

" K i s e i c h u t o s h i t e no k a n s o " i n NHTS, p. 189; a l s o l e t t e r f r o m 
T s u r u m i to h i s n i e c e , 7 August 1908, r e p r i n t e d i n Kinen I , pp. 
111-3 . 

22 
T a j i m a ' s own a c c o u n t o f h i s s h o s e i l i f e w i t h t h e 

N i t o b e ' s i s "Hara m a c h i j i d a i " i n NHTS; a l s o i n t e r v i e w 1, p. 
10 ; s e e a l s o " T a j i m a M i c h i j i " i n J a p a n B io g r a p hi c ajl 
E n c y c l o p e d i a _5 Who's Who, 3 r d e d . (The Rengo P r e s s , 1964-65) 
[ h e n c e f o r t h JBE) , p. 1545. 

23 - -N i t o b e ' s r a n k i n the b u r e a u c r a c y a t t h i s t i m e as k o t o 
kan n i to (2nd rank) w i t h a i k k y u ( f i r s t l e v e l ) s a l a r y of 3000 
yen p e r y e a r ; see R i r e k i s h o I , e n t r y f o r 28, 29 S e p t e m b e r 
1906. 

2 4 
See s e c t i o n on " P u b l i c F i g u r e " ; N i t o b e ' s p u b l i c a t i o n s 

im JNN i s t r e a t e d i n d e t a i l i n Chapter S i x , "Heimindo." 
25 

T a j i m a M i c h i j i , p . 194. F o r a comment by h i s d a u g h t e r 
on h i s e x p e n d i t u r e s , see Kotoko , i n t e r v i e w 2, p. 112. 

26 

27 

For c r i t i c i s m of t h i s k i n d , see Kinmouth , p. 255. 

Anecdotes o f N i t o b e ' s deeds abound and are too numerous 
t o l i s t h e r e . See M a e d a , p . 1 8 9 - 1 9 0 , _Matsukuma T o s h i k o , 
"Futatsu no omoide" i n N i t o b e Inazo Zenshu, "Geppo," No.10, p. 
5-6, and S a t o , pp. 104, f o r examples o f d i f f e r e n t e x p r e s s i o n s 
o f N i t o b e ' s sympathy and the c l e v e r ways i n which he extended 
h i s g e n e r o s i t y to those i n d i r e s t r a i t s . 

2 8 
I n t e r v i e w 1, p . 8. 

29 
I b i d . S t a r r , F a u n c e and E l i o t were a c a d e m i c s and 

p r e s i d e n t o f S t a n f o r d , B r o w n , and H a r v a r d r e s p e c t i v e l y . F o r 
N i t o b e ' s meet ing w i t h S t a r r , see " C a l i f o r n i a has O r i e n t o -
p h o b i a , s a y s D r . N i t o b e , " D a i l y P a l o A l t o , 18 S e p t . 1911, p. 
1; F a u n c e ' s v i s i t t o J a p a n i s m e n t i o n e d by T a k a g i Y a s a k a , 
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" T a k a g i Y a s a k a s e n s e i n i k i k u " i n A m e r i c a n S t u d i e s i n J a p a n  
O r a l S e r i e s , 6:1 (Tokyo: T o k y o U n i v e r s i t y A m e r i c a n S t u d i e s 
R e s e a r c h I n s t i t u t e , 1979) , 35; on H a m i l t o n M a b i e ' s v i s i t t o 
J a p a n , see E d w i n W. M o r s e ' s c h a p t e r I X , "Ambassador o f Peace 
to J a p a n " i n The L i f e and L e t t e r s o f Hami 1 t o n W. M a b i e , (New 
Y o r k : D o d d , Mead and C o . , 1920) , pp . 2 3 2 - 6 5 . 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

I n t e r v i e w 2, p. 92. 

I b i d . 

I b i d . 

I b i d . 

I b i d , p p . 8 6 - 7 . 

I b i d , pp . 91. F o r N i t o b e ' s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h Y a n a g i d a , 
see Haga N o b o r u , C h i h o s h i no s h i s o ( T o k y o : NHK Books ,_1972) , 
pp. 65-74; a l s o , I s h i g u r o T a d a a t s u , "Nitobe s e n s e i to Godokai" 
i n NHTS, p p . 3 7 1 - 8 . 

3 6 
I n t e r v i e w 2, p . 91. B o t h A n e s a k i and Onozuka had t h e i r 

g r a d u a t e t r a i n i n g a b r o a d . The f o r m e r , l i k e N i t o b e , l a t e r 
became a renowned Japanese i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t and l e c t u r e d f o r 
two y e a r s a t H a r v a r d and a l s o i n F r a n c e on J a p a n e s e c u l t u r e . 
See S u z u k i N o r i h i s a , " A n e z a k i M a s a h a r u " i n K o d a n s h a 
E n c y c l o p e d i a o f J a p a n , ( T o k y o : K o d a n s h a L t d . , 1981) , I , 56. 
O n o z u k a was s e v e n y e a r s y o u n g e r t h a n N i t o b e a n d was a 
p o l i t i c a l s c i e n t i s t . He became Dean o f t h e Law F a c u l t y and 
l a t e r P r e s i d e n t o f T o k y o I m p e r i a l U n i v e r s i t y . See "Onozuka 
K i h e i j i , " i n J B E , p. 1207. 

37 
I n t e r v i e w 1, p . 12. 

3 8 
F o r an i n s i g h t i n t o t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n N i t o b e 

and U c h i m u r a t h r o u g h t h e i r s t u d e n t s , see T a k a g i , " T a k a g i 
Yasaka s e n s e i n i k i k u , " pp. 19-29; Nambara S h i g e r u , R e k i s h i o 
t s u k u r u mono, ( T o k y o : T o k y o D a i g a k u s h u p p a n - k a i , 1969) , p p . 
195 -6 ; Y a n a i h a r a T a d a o , Yo no s o n k e i s u r u j i m b u t s u ( T o k y o : 
Iwanami, 1940), p. 179; f o r a secondary a c c o u n t , see S a t o , pp. 
102-4 . 

39 
M a e d a , p .186 . 

40 
E a c h o f t h e s e t h e s e men have l e f t _ a r e c o l l e c t i o n o f 

N i t o b e i n NHTS: T s u r u m i , " N i c h i b e i kokan k y o j u j i d a i no N i t o b e 
s e n s e i , " p p . 2 1 5 - 2 8 , Maeda (see n o t e 21) , T a j i m a (see n o t e 
22) , Kasama (see n o t e 12 ) , Iwanaga Y u k i c h i (see n o t e 18) , 
K a n a i , " N i t o b e s e n s e i no t s u i s o , " p p . 2 2 9 - 4 0 . J B E has c a p s u l e 
b i o g r a p h i e s o f T s u r u m i (p. 1760) , Maeda (p. 772) , T a j i m a (p. 
1545) . 
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4 1 J B E , p . 1760. 

42 
T s u r u m i , N H T S , p . 216; s e e a l s o , T s u r u m i K a z u k o , 

"Sawayakana shogeki" i n Zenshu's "Geppo" no. 6, pp. 1-3. 
43 

L e t t e r f r o m T s u r u m i t o h i s n i e c e , 7 A u g u s t 1908, 
r e p r i n t e d i n Kinen I , pp. 111-113. 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

T s u r u m i i n NHTS, p. 216. 

J B E , p .772 . 

M a e d a , NHTS, p . 186. 

I b i d , p . 185; J E B , p . 772. 

I n t e r v i e w w i t h Maeda Y o i c h i , 26 May 1983; f o r an 
i n s i g h t i n t o t h e i n t i m a t e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e _Maeda 
f a m i l y and N i t o b e , see M a t s u m o t o S h i g e h a r u , Maeda Y o i c h i , 
Tanabe S a d a y o s h i , " N i t o b e s e n s e i o k a t a r u " i n K i n e n I , p . 69 -
85. 

49 
I n t e r v i e w 1, p . 10 ; a l s o see n o t e 22. 

50 
I n t e r v i e w 1, p . 10. 

51 
See f o r example , Iwanaga's r e c o l l e c t i o n "Nitobe s e n s e i 

t o boku" i n NHTS, pp . 204 -214 . The deep a f f e c t i o n t h a t he 
f e l t f o r s e n s e i was e v i d e n t a t N i t o b e ' s f u n e r a l when, " l a r g e 
d r o p s o f t e a r s f e l l f r o m h i s e y e s , " t h i r t e e n y e a r o l d T a k e k o 
r e c a l l e d . The s i g h t o f I w a n a g a , a b i g , b u r l y man c r y i n g made 
s u c h a s t r o n g i m p r e s s i o n upon h e r t h a t she c o u l d c l e a r l y 
r e c a l l t h e i n c i d e n t f i f t y y e a r s l a t e r . See : i n t e r v i e w w i t h 
K a t o T a k e k o i n K i n e n I , p . 99. 

52 
I n t e r v i e w 1, p . 10. 

53 - - - - -
See D a i i c h i k o t o gakko k i s h u k u r y o , e d . , K o r y o s h i , 

( T o k y o : n . p . , 1925) , p p . 4 -8 . 

54 
On t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e h i g h e r s c h o o l s , see I v a n 

H a l l , M o r i A r i n o r i ( C a m b r i d g e , M a s s . : H a r v a r d U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s s , 1973) , pp . 4 1 7 - 8 . 

55 
B o t h e v a l u a t i o n s o f N i tobe_ a r e f o u n d i n t h e a r t i c l e 

" M e i s h i no m i t a r u m e i s h i " i n S h i n k o r o n , (Feb. 1, 1909), pp. 4-
6. 

5 6 I s h i i , p . 238 . F o r N i t o b e ' s e d u c a t i o n a l w o r k a t 
H o k k a i d o , see Chapter Three " B u i l d i n g E d i n b u r g h . " 

57 . . . . 
See LMK, 13 November 1885; r e p r i n t e d i n T o r n , p. 21. 
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5 8 — 
S a t o , pp . 251-90; see a l s o Y a n a i h a r a , " N i t o b e h a k u s h i 

no k y o i k u s e i s h i n " i n Yo no s o n k e i s u r u j i n b u t s u , pp . 189-97. 
59 

The o n l y w r i t i n g s d e a l i n g w i t h r e l i g i o n t h a t N i t o b e has 
l e f t i s f o u n d i n t h e v o l u m e J i n s e i z a k k a n i n Z e n s h u , v o l u m e 
10. See Chapter S i x on "Heimindo." 

60 — — 
"Now t h a t y o u h a v e g o n e o v e r t h e s h u y o ( s e l f -

c u l t i v a t i o n ) s t a g e , you w i l l come t o t h e f a i t h s t a g e . Go and 
see U c h i m u r a , " he t o l d h i s s t u d e n t s . See T a k a g i , " T a k a g i 
Y a s a k a s e n s e i n i k i k u , " p . 30; a l s o , Y a n a i h a r a , Yo no s o n k e i  
s u r u j i n b u t s u , p. 179. 

61 
_ B o t h o f t h e s e s e r i e s o f l e c t u r e s a r e i n c l u d e d i n t h e 

Z e n s h u , v o l . 9. See a l s o I s h i i , p p . 259-70. 
6 2 

A l l have w r i t t e n t h e i r r e c o l l e c t i o n s o f N i t o b e ; _ s e e 
n o t e 58 f o r Y a n a i h a r a ; f o r N a n b a r a , n o t e 38; M o r i t o , " K y o i k u 
sha t o s h i t e no N i t o b e s e n s e i " i n NHTS, pp . 318-55; K a w a i 
E i j i r o , " N i t o b e s e n s e i no omoide" i n N H T S , _ p p . 356-6_3; a l s o 
h i s "gakusei no j i d a i " i n Kawai E i j i r o Zenshu; Goto Ryunosuke, 
" O n s h i N i t o b e s e n s e i " i n NHTS, pp . 261-8; T a n a k a K o t a r o , 
" N i t o b e s e n s e i no s h i s o t o h i t o " i n NHTS, pp . 311-7; I s h i i 
M i t s u r u , " N i t o b e s e n s e i t o w a t a k u s h i " i n NHTS, p p . 269-74; 
M i t a n i Takamasa_, "Somuki no omoide" i n NHTS, pp . 280-4; 
K a w a n i s h i J i t s u z o , "Nitobe s e n s e i n i kansuru t s u i o k u " i n NHTS, 
pp . 253-5. 

63 

64 

65 

66 

See c h a p t e r on " B u i l d i n g E d i n b u r g h . " 

Maeda i n NHTS, p.187. 

I s h i i , pp . 277-8. 

I s h i i , pp . 245-7; N a n b a r a , p . 186. On t h e o r i g i n s o f 
the s c h o o l ' s t r a d i t i o n o f m o n a s t i c i s m , see H a l l , pp. 416-418; 
For an i n t e r e s t i n g a n a l y s i s o f the f u n c t i o n t h a t m o n a s t i c i s m 
served_ as a " r i t e s o f passage" i n s o c i a l i z i n g s tudent s to the 
I c h i k o t r a d i t i o n , see D o n a l d R o d e n , " M o n a s t i c i s m and t h e 
P a r a d o x o f t h e M e i j i H i g h e r S c h o o l s " i n J o u r n a 1 o f A s i a n  
S t u d i e s , 37:3 (May 1979), pp . 407-25. 

6 7 
T h i s i n c i d e n t i s r e l a t e d i n Donald Roden, Schooldays i n 

I m p e r i a l J a p a n ( B e r k e l e y : U n i v e r s i t y o f C a l i f o r n i a P r e s s , 
1980), p p . 206-7. 

6 8 
N a n b a r a , p . 185. 

69 
T a k a g i , p . 13; Konoe F u m i m a r o " N i t o b e s e n s e i " i n NHTS, 

p . 170. 
70 

F o r an a c c o u n t o f t h i s i n c i d e n t b y one of_ h i s 
d i s c i p l e s , see K a n a i K i y o s h i , " N i t o b e s e n s e i no t s u i s o " i n 
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NHTS, pp . 2 2 9 - 3 3 . 

^ For an a n a l y s i s o f the "Great C o n s p i r a c y Inc ident"_and 
o f K o t o k u ' s r o l e i n i t , see F r e d N o t e h e l f e r , K o t o k u S h u s u i 
(London: Oxford U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1971). 

72 
An e n t r y i n h i s R i r e k i s h o I d a t e d 7 F e b r u a r y 1911 

s t a t e s t h a t " M i n i s t e r o f E d u c a t i o n K o m a t s u b a r a E i t a r o 
r e p r i m a n d e d [Nitobe] f o r h i s i n a b i l i t y to c o n t r o l the Debate 
C l u b ' s l e c t u r e of 1 F e b r u a r y . " 

73 
Maeda Tamon s e r v e d as M i n i s t e r o f E d u c a t i o n i n t h e 

H i g a s h i k u n i c a b i n e t _ i n 1945 and t h e f o l l o w i n g S h i d e h a r a 
c a b i n e t ; Tanaka Kotaro succeeded Maeda as E d u c a t i o n M i n i s t e r 
i n 1946 ( J B E , p . 1 6 4 2 ) . M o r i t o T a t s u o was M i n i s t e r o f 
E d u c a t i o n i n the s h o r t - l i v e d Katayama s o c i a l i s t government i n 
1947 ( J B E , p . 919); N a n b a r a S h i g e r u s e r v e d two t e r m s as 
P r e s i d e n t o f Tokyo U n i v e r s i t y a f t e r t h e war ( J B E , p . 1023); 
Y a n a i h a r a Tadao succeeded Nambara to the pos t i n 1951 (JBE, p. 
1900) . 

74 
T h i s e u l o g y a p p e a r s t o have been p a s s e d down, f r o m 

g e n e r a t i o n to g e n e r a t i o n , among C h r i s t i a n e d u c a t o r s i n Japan. 
T h i s w r i t e r has h e a r d o f t h e " g o l d e n age o f i c h i k o d u r i n g 
N i t o b e ' s r e i g n " f r o m t h e l a t e H i d a k a D a i s h i r o , i n c l a s s e s a t 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n U n i v e r s i t y i n the w i n t e r o f 1975. 
H i d a k a , who was v i c e - M i n i s t e r o f the M i n i s t r y o f E d u c a t i o n i n 
1946-1947 and l a t e r Dean o f t h e F a c u l t y o f E d u c a t i o n a t I C U , 
never s t u d i e d under N i t o b e , but a p p a r e n t l y was imbued by the 
same i d e a l i s m . See H i d a k a D a i s h i r o , _ " K y o i k u k i h o n ho t o sono 
N i h o n t e k i h a i k e i , " i n Z e n s h u , "Geppo no . 1, p p . 3 - 7 . 

75 
Roden, S c h o o l d a y s , p. 208. 

76 — 
R o d e n , " N i t o b e I n a z o and t h e P r o b l e m o f M a n l i n e s s , " 

c o n f e r e n c e p a p e r , N i t o b e - O h a r a I n t e r n a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e on 
Japanese S t u d i e s , UBC, 26 May 1984. 

77 
See Masuda G i i c h i , " N i t o b e h a k a s e no omoide" i n NHTS, 

pp . 1 7 5 - 8 4 . 
7 8 

See "Masuda G i i c h i " i n J B E , p . 790; Among Masuda ' s 
o t h e r p u b l i c a t i o n s were Fuj i n no s e k a i , Nihon s e i n e n , Shojo no 
t o m o , a n d D a i k a n . On t h e a d v e r t i s i n g t e c h n i q u e s o f t h e 
J i t s u g y o no N i h o n , see Kinmouth , p. 256. 

79 
For a s h o r t account on the found ing o f the company and 

i t s e a r l y s u c c e s s e s , see Kinmouth , pp. 158-9. 
8 0 

M a s u d a , p . 176. 
81 

F o r N i t o b e ' s own j u s t i f i c a t i o n o f why he j o i n e d t h e 

310 



Notes to Pages 134-137 

company, see "Yo wa i k a n i s h i t e J i t s u g y o no Nihonsha no 
henshu komon t o n a r i t a r u ka" i n JNN, (1 Jan. 1909), pp. 5-11. 

8 2 
For c o n t e m p o r a r y a t t a c k s on N i t o b e , see N o y o r i 

H i d e i c h i Seinen no t e k i . E a r l Kinmouth c r i t i c i z e s Nitobe's 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the J i t s u g y o no Nihon severely i n h i s S e l f - 
Made Man, pp. 255-7. 

8 3 
Masuda, p. 176. 

84 
Though Nitobe f o r m a l l y terminated h i s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 

the J i t s u g y o no Nihon sha a f t e r l e a v i n g the F i r s t Higher 
School, he continued to w r i t e f o r the magazine. In subsequent 
years, he published s e v e r a l more books on the same genre, many 
of which s o l d w e l l . See Chapter s i x on "Heimindo." 

8 5 
For a background i n t o peace movements i n the U n i t e d 

S t a t e s i n t h i s p e r i o d , see C. Roland Marchand, The American  
Peace Movement and S o c i a l Reform, 1898-1918 ( P r i n c e t o n : 
P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1972); included i n t h i s monograph 
(pp. 395-422) i s a c o m p r e h e n s i v e b i b l i o g r a h i c e s s a y on 
s c h o l a r l y works on the subject. See a l s o , Merle C u r t i , Peace  
or War (New York: G a r l a n d P u b l i s h i n g , Inc., 1972); and Sondra 
Herman, E j l e v e n A g a_L n s_ t W a rj_ S t u d i e s i_n A m e r i c a n 
I n t e r n a t i o n a ^ i s t Thought, _L_3 9_j3-_L 9__2 1_ ( S t a n f o r d : Hoover 
I n s t i t u t i o n Press, 1969). 

8 6 
Marchand, p. 100; N i c h o l a s Murray B u t l e r , A c r o s s the  

Busy Y e a r s : R e c o l l e c t i o n s and R e f l e c t i o n s , I I (New York: 
C h a r l e s S c r i b n e r ' s Sons, 1935), p. 90. 

8 7 
See Marchand, pp. 117-9, f o r a d e t a i l e d account of the 

beginings of the Foundation; see a l s o , Warren Kuehl, Hamilton  
H o l t : J o u r n a l i s t , I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t , E d ucator ( G a i n s v i l l e , 
F l a . : U n i v e r s i t y of F l o r i d a Press, 1960). 

8 8 
Carnegie Endowment f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace, Year Book  

f o r 1911 (Washington, D.C., 1912), pp. 1-3. 
89 

Marchand, pp. 120-1. 
90 

I b i d , p. 123-8; B u t l e r , p. 92. 
91 

Marchand i n h i s chapter "Peace through Research" argues 
tha t the whole t h r u s t of the Foundation's work, i n c l u d i n g the 
D i v i s i o n of Intercourse and Education, was o r i e n t a t e d toward 
s c h o l a r s h i p and " s c i e n t i f i c expertise." See pp. 128-9. 

92 
For the c o n d i t i o n s of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l exchange 

program, see "A Japanese Professor at Brown" i n Brown Alumni  
Monthly, 12 (1911-1912), 58. 
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93 -
Tsurumi, " N i c h i b e i kokan kyoju j i d a i no Nitobe sensei" 

i n NHTS, p. 216. F o r N i t o b e ' s own s t a t e m e n t s on h i s 
appointment, see " P r e f a c e " t o The Japanese N a t i o n ; I t s Land, 
I t s People, and i t s L i f e , r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, X I I I , 8. 

94 
Zenshu, X I I I , 8. 

95 
T h i s anecdote i s by f a r the most famous of a l l N i t o b e 

" s t o r i e s . " I t has been r e p e a t e d over and over u n t i l i t has 
become a legend a s s o c i a t e d w i t h h i s name. 

9 6 "Preface" to The Japanese Nation, r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, 
X I I I , 9-10. 

97 -
Tsurumi, " N i c h i b e i kokan kyoju", p. 217. 

9 8 
Tsurumi, " N i c h i b e i , " p. 217. 

99 
See Roger Matthews, The P o l i t i c s of P r e j u d i c e (New 

York: Athenum, 1972) f o r a h i s t o r i c a l account of the a n t i -
Japanese movement i n C a l i f o r n i a . 

1 0 0 " C a l i f o r n i a has Oriento-phobia, says Dr. Nitobe" i n the 
D a i l y P a l o Alto-, no. 16 (18 September 1911), p. 1; t e x t of the 
speech "Peace Over the P a c i f i c " i s r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, X I I I , 
280-293. Nitobe's p o s t c a r d t o Masuda on h i s a r r i v a l i n San 
Francisco i s p r i n t e d i n JNN, 14 (15 October 1911), 1. 

1 0 1 See Nitobe's postcards to Masuda, dated 27 and 29 Sept. 
1911, and r e p r i n t e d i n the JNN, 14 (1 November 1911), 1. 

102 
Tsurumi, " N i c h i b e i , " p. 218. 

103 
See a r t i c l e s "Japanese Educator t o L e c t u r e Here" (3 

September 1911) and "Japanese Educator Coming t o Brown" (7 
September 1911) i n P r o v i d e n c e J o u r n a l ; a l s o "Exchange 
Professor" i n Brown Herald (7 October 1911), p. 1. 

104 
Tsurumi, " N i c h i b e i , " p. 218; l e t t e r r e c e i v e d from Mrs. 

Martha M i t c h e l l , U n i v e r s i t y A r c h i v i s t , Brown U n i v e r s i t y , 15 
December 1983. 

105 
A l l of Nitobe's l e c t u r e s a t Brown are r e p o r t e d i n 

d e t a i l i n a r t i c l e s i n the Brown Herald between 19 October and 
14 November. 

106 
Tsurumi, " N i c h i b e i , " p. 220; see l e t t e r from N i t o b e t o 

Masuda, dated 7 December 1912, r e p r i n t e d i n JNN, 15, (1 
January 1913), p. 1. 

1 0 7 -
Zenshu, X I I I , 10; Tsurumi, " N i c h i b e i , " 220. 108 Tsurumi, " N i c h i b e i , " 220-1; George Dykhuizen, The L i f e 
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and Mind of John Dewey, (Carbondale, I l l i n o i s : Southern 
I l l i n o i s U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1973), pp. 202; on Da v i s Dewey, 
l a t e r professor at the Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e of Technology, 
see Department of H i s t o r y , P o l i t i c s and Economics of the Johns 
Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y , 1876-1901, H e r b e r t B. Adams: T r i b u t e s of  
Friends (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins Press, 1902), p. 45. 

109 
See V i c t o r N. Ko b a y a s h i , John Dewey i n Japan (Ann 

Arbor: U n i v e r s i t y of M i c h i g a n P r e s s , 1965) f o r an account of 
Dewey's l e c t u r e s i n Japan. 

1 1 0 Tsurumi, " N i c h i b e i , " p. 221. 
111 - - - - -

Maeda Tamonx Sekkyoku shuyo to shokyoku shuyo (Tokyo: 
N a i g a i Shuppan K y o k a i , 1926). See Nitobe's p r e f a c e t o t h i s 
work on h i s m e e t i n g w i t h B l a c k and t h e i m p o r t a n c e he 
a t t r i b u t e d to the work, pp. 1-12. 

112 
See "The U n i v e r s i t y R e c o r d " i n The U n i v e r s i t y o f 

Chicago Magazine, (1912), pp. 103-109. Text of Nitobe's 
c o n v o c a t i o n speech "American I n f l u e n c e i n the Far E a s t " i s 
p r i n t e d here; i t i s a l s o r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, X I I I , 266-279. 

113 
"Dr. N i t o b e t o L e c t u r e " i n The News L e t t e r 16:14, (8 

January 1912), 3. 
114 

Nitobe's l e c t u r e s are r e p o r t e d i n the u n i v e r s i t y ' s 
paper, The News L e t t e r from 15 January u n t i l 5 February. Quote 
i s from a r t i c l e "McCoy H a l l i s Inaequate" i n 29 January i s s u e , 
p. 1. 

115 
Tsurumi, " N i c h i b e i , " p. 222. 

116 n r p ^ g N a t i o n a l Geographic S o c i e t y " i n The N a t i o n a l  
Geographic Magazine (March 1912), pp. 272-98. 

117 
I b i d ; Tsurumi, " N i c h i b e i , " p. 223. 

118 
L e t t e r s p e r t a i n i n g t o the s c h e d u l i n g and a r r a n g i n g of 

t h i s l e c t u r e as w e l l as the f o l l o w i n g r e c e p t i o n are found i n 
the a r c h i v e s of the D i v i s i o n of I n t e r c o u r s e and E d u c a t i o n , 
Carnegie Endowment f o r Peace, Columbia U n i v e r s i t y . 119 

120 
121 
122 
123 

Tsurumi, " N i c h i b e i , " p. 222. 
I b i d , pp. 223-5. 
I b i d , pp. 225-6. 
I b i d . 

N i t o b e i n l a t e r l i f e d e l i v e r e d a a t a l k "A Japanese 
T r i b u t e to Abraham L i n c o l n . " See Zenshu, XV, 322-331. 
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124 Tsurumi, Goto S h i n p e i , pp. 23-4. 
125 

L e t t e r from G. Sidney P h e l p s , dated 16 October 1911, 
"Introducing Dr. Nitobe" r e p r i n t e d i n Minnesota Alumni Weekly, 
11:8 (13 Nov. 1911), 4-5; Some of Nitobe's l e c t u r e s are 
mentioned i n a r t i c l e s i n the u n i v e r s i t y ' s M innesota D a i l y 
between 3 May and 15 May. 

126 
See W i l l i a m Faunce, C i t a t i o n s ... f o r honorary degrees  

g r a n t e d by Brown U n i v e r s i t y , 1900-1924, John Hay L i b r a r y , 
Brown U n i v e r s i t y Archives, Providence, Rhode Isl a n d . 

127 
Tsurumi, " N i c h i b e i , " p. 227. 

Chapter Six 

1 _ 
Nitobe's p o s i t i o n at Todai's A g r i c u l t u r a l College from 

28_September 1906 u n t i l 18 December 1909 was t h a t of k e n n i n  
kyoju ( a f f i l i a t e p r o f e ssor). He continued as kennin kyoju i n 
the Law F a c u l t y u n t i l 22 A p r i l 1913, when, upon h i s r e l e a s e 
from the Headmastership of the F i r s t Higher S c h o o l , he was 
g i v e n r e g u l a r s t a t u s . For an account of the Law C o l l e g e ' s 
c u r r i c u l u m and f a c u l t y during t h i s p e r i o d , see, Tokyo_ daigaku 
k e i z a i g a k u b u , ed., Tokyo d a i g a k u k e i z a i g a k u b u gojunen s h i 
(Tokyo: Tokyo Daigaku Shuppan-kai, 1971), pp. 10-18. R i r e k i s h o 
I, I I e n t r i e s provide a d e t a i l e d r e g i s t e r of h i s career at the 
u n i v e r s i t y . 

2 - -
Tanaka S h i n ' i c h i , "Nitobe Inazo t o Chosen" i n K i k a n 

s a n z e n r i , No. 34, (Summer 1983), p. 91. 
3 

Tanaka, p. 91. 
4 

Mark P e a t t i e , "Japanese A t t i t u d e s Toward C o l o n i z a t i o n , 
1895-1945" i n Mark P e a t t i e and Ramon Myers, eds., The Japanese  
C o l o n i a l Empire, 1895-1945_(Princeton: P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s s , 1984), p. 84. On Goto's g r a n t i n g l e a v e t o N i t o b e , see 
Chapter Four. 

5 C e r t a i n professors at Todai d i s l i k e d Nitobe apparently 
because of h i s h i r i n g p r a c t i c e s w h i l e i n Formosa. T o _ f i l l 
jobs, he h i r e d mostly graduates from the Sapporo nogakko and 
d i s c r i m i n a t e d against students from the Komaba A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Faculty. Consequently, when Nitobe was appointed to the l a t t e r 
f a c u l t y i n 1906, he met w i t h r e s i s t a n c e among the professors 
who d i d not want him. But p r e s s u r e , a c c o r d i n g t o Tanaka 
S h i n ' i c h i , from M i n i s t e r of Eduation Makino forced through the 
appointment. Tanaka goes on to say t h a t though the professors 
r e l e n t e d t o Makino's p r e s s u r e , "they a p p a r e n t l y d i d not l e t 
N i t o b e t e a c h any courses." But an e x a m i n a t i o n of Nitobe's 
R i r e k i s h o I r e v e a l s t h a t N i t o b e indeed d i d t e a c h i n the 
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A g r i c u l t u r e F a c u l t y before t r a n s f e r r i n g to the Law F a c u l t y as 
C o l o n i a l P o l i c y p r o f e s s o r . See Tanaka, "Nitobe Inazo t o Cho 
sen," p. 90; a l s o Anna H a r t s h o r n e , "Doctor N i t o b e i n Formosa" 
i n E ibun s h i n s h i , 5:9, (Febrary 1, 1908), f o r an i n s i g h t f u l 
g l i m p s e on t h e h i r i n g o f Sapporo A g r i c u l t u r a l C o l l e g e 
graduates i n Formosa. 

Tanaka, p. 90. For an a n a l y s i s of the power arrangement 
i n the u n i v e r s i t y , see Byron M a r s h a l l , " P r o f e s s o r s and 
P o l i t i c s : The M e i j i Academic E l i t e " i n The Journal of Japanese 
' S t u d i e s , 3:1 (Winter 1977), pp. 71-97; a l s o h i s " C o n f l i c t i n 
Higher Education" i n Tetsuo N a j i t a and V i c t o r Koschmann, eds., 
Conf 1 ic't i n Modern Japanese H i s t o r y ( P r i n c e t o n : P r i n c e t o n 
U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 198_3), pp. 178-200._The l a t t e r a r t i c l e 
f o c u s e s on change a t T o d a i i n the T a i s h o y e a r s , whereas the 
former deal w i t h the academic's c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h government. 
Both p r o v i d e i l l u m i n a t i n g l i g h t on the environment i n which 
Nitobe l i v e d and worked as a Todai professor. 

7 
8 
9 

Tanaka, p. 90. 
See Chapter Four, pp. 93-4, 
Tanaka, p. 91. For the s t a n d a r d account of Nitobe's 

appointment a t Kyoto, see Oda Yorozu, "Chonmage n i y o f u k u o 
k i s e t a yo na otoko" i n NHTS, pp. 149-54. On Nitobe's Doctor of 
J u r i s p r u d e n c e d e g r e e and t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s b e h i n d i t s 
g r a n t i n g , see Tanaka S h i n j i c h i , "Nitobe Inazo n i t s u i t e " i n 
Hokudai hyakunen s h i henshu nyusu, No. 9 (June 1979), pp. 7-8. 

1 0 For a d e s c r i p t i o n of Nitobe's work on the H i s t o r y of 
A g r i c u l t u r e , see Chapter Four. 

1 1 E n t r i e s i n R i r e k i s h o I , I I g i v e dates f o r Nitobe's 
v i s i t s to Taiwan during these years. 

1 2 R i r e k i s h o I , _9 October 1906, 17 March 1913; see a l s o 
Tanaka, "Nitobe Inazo to Chosen," p. 92. 

1 3 R i r e k i s h o I, I I give dates and places v i s i t e d on these 
assignments. 

14 
H i s six-month assignment i s r e c o r d e d i n R i r e k i s h o I I 

f o r 13 A p r i l . "Goshu t o c h i mondai no y u r a i " appeared i n three 
i n s t a l l m e n t s i n the January, February and March i s s u e s . 
"Nan'yo no k e i z a i t e k i k a c h i " was p u b l i s h e d i n t h r e e 
i n s t a l l m e n t s i n the Kokka g a k k a i z a s s h i , 30: 10, l l f _ 12 
(October, November and December 1916); "Taiwan n i okeru togyo 
s h o r e i no s e i s e k i to s h o r a i (The sugar i n d u s t r y i n Taiwan: i t s 
p r o m o t i o n and f u t u r e o u t l o o k ) was p u b l i s h e d i n the Kokka  
gakkaj. z a s s h i , 24:4 ( A p r i l 1910), 517-40; " H u i r i p i n gunto no 
t o g y o i c h i r a n " ( O v e r v i e w o f t h e s u g a r i n d u s t r y i n t h e 
P h i l i p p i n e s ) i n Kokka g a k k a i z a s s h i , 27:12 (December 1913), 
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1737-JL750. These a r t i c l e s are r e p r i n t e d i n v o l . 4 of the 
Zenshu. 

15 
N i t o b e h i m s e l f a d m i t t e d a t t i m e s t h a t he had no 

o r i g i n a l cast of mind and tha t h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n to s c h o l a r s h i p 
would not be profound. F o r _ g l i m p s e s of h i s s e l f - e v a l u t i o n , 
see "Nitobe komon no t o b e i sobetsukai (Farewell party to send-
o f f our e d i t o r N i t o b e t o America) i n JNN, 14:8 (August 1911), 
52-53; a l s o p r e f a c e t o The Japanese N a t i o n , i n Zenshu, X I I I , 
9. 

16 
P e a t t i e , " A t t i t u d e s toward C o l o n i z a t i o n , " pp. 86-96. 

17 -
Nitobe, "Shokumin naru m e i j i n i t s u k i t e " i n Hogaku kyo-

k a i z a s s h i , 29:2 ^February 1 9 1 1 ) , 171-181. T h i s a r t i c l e i s 
r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, IV, 346-53. 

18 
P e a t t i e , " A t t i t u d e s toward C o l o n i z a t i o n , " p. 87. 

19 
P e a t t i e , " A t t u t u d e s toward C o l o n i z a t i o n , " pp. 93-94; 

a l s o see note 31. 
20 

See Chapter Three " B u i l d i n g Edingburgh," f o r an e a r l i e r 
t r e a t m e n t of t h i s i d e a . N i t o b e h i m s e l f makes an e x p l i c i t 
s t a t e m e n t on b i o l o g i c a l laws g u i d i n g the development of 
s o c i e t i e s , see h i s paper "Japanese C o l o n i z a t i o n " d e l i v e r e d at 
the Japan S o c i e t y i n New York and p r i n t e d i n A s i a n Review, 4 t h 
ser., 16 (January 1 9 2 0 ) , 113-21. 

21 
N i t o b e , "Japanese C o l o n i z a t i o n , " pp. 120-21; a l s o 

quoted i n P e a t t i e , " A t t i t u d e s towards C o l o n i z a t i o n , p. 93. 
22 

Nitobe, "Japan as Colonizer," i n Zenshu, X I I I , 209. 
2 3 I b i d , pp. 228-30. 
24 

N i t o b e , " J a p a n e s e C o l o n i z a t i o n , " p. 119. F o r t h e 
s t a n d a r d E n g l i s h language i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the a n n e x a t i o n , 
see H i l a r y Conroy, The Japanese Seizure of Korea, 1868-1910: A 
Study of R e a l i s m and I d e a l ism i n I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l a t i o n s 
( P h i l a d e l p h i a : U n i v e r s i t y of P e n n s y l v a n i a P r e s s , 1960). Han-
Kyo Kim, "Japanese C o l o n i a l i s m i n Korea" g i v e s a r e c e n t 
summary o v e r v i e w i n Harry Wray and H i l a r y Conroy, ed., Japan  
Examined ( H o n o l u l u , U n i v e r s i t y of H a w a i i P r e s s , 1 9 8 3 ) , pp. 
222-228; For Nitobe's contempory r e a c t i o n to the annexation^ 
see h i s a r t i c l e , "Waga kuni t o c h i s a i k i n no sontoku" i n Chuo  
Koron, (October 1910). 

25 
See h i s a r t i c l e s "A Decaying N a t i o n " and " P r i m i t i v e 

L i f e and P r e s i d i n g Death i n Korea/ 1 w r i t t e n f o r the Eibun  
s h i n s h i , and r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, X I I , 324-8; see a l s o 
Tanaka, "Nitobe Inazo to Chosen," pp. 94-7. 
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2 6 Nitobe, "Japanese C o l o n i z a t i o n , " p. 118. 
27 
z / I b i d . 
TO _ 

Zenshu, X I I I , 209. 
29 

See h i s _ a r t i c l e s "Bunmei kokumin nanka no t a i s e i , " 
"Igaku no shinpo t o shokumin h a t t a t s u , " "Nanyo no k e i z a i t e k i 
k a t c h i " f o r i 1 l u s t r a t i o n s _ of t h i s i d e a . These a r t i c l e s are 
found i n volume 4 of Zenshu. 

30 -
Ouchi Hyoe, "Kaisetsu," Zenshu, IV, 646. 

31 
I b i d ; M o r i t o Tatsuo, "Kyoikusha t o s h i t e _ no N i t o b e 

sensei," i n NHTS, pp. 331-2; Maeda Tamon, "Kiseichu t o s h i t e no 
kanso" i n NITS, p.188. 

32 
Nasu S h i r o s h i , "Nitobe s e n s e i no omoide" i n NHTS, p. 

366. 
3 3 Sato, p. 284. 
34 - - -

Yoshmo quoted by S a i t o Makoto, "Sosoki america kenkyu" 
(p. 590) i n Washi_nton t a i s e i t o N i c h i b e i k a n k e i , eds. Hosoya 
C h i h i r o and S a i t o Makoto (Tokyo: Tokyo Daigaku Shuppan-kai, 
1972). 

35 
See Chapter Three, pp. 64-6. 

3 6 
On t h i s t o p i c o f J a p a n e s e s p i r i t u a l i t y f r o m an 

a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l viewpoint, see Thomas P. Rohlen, "Sponsorship 
of C u l t u r a l C o n t i n u i t y i n Japan: A Company T r a i n i n g Program" 
i n Journal of Asian and A f r i c a n Studies, 5:3, pp. 184-92. 

37 - -
Preface to Shuyo, r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, V I I , 8. 

3 8 
Sasaki Nobutsuna, "Nitobe hakase no omoide no nisan" i n 

NHTS, p. 168. 
39 

Takeda Kiyoko, "Kaisetsu" in_ Zenshu, V I I ^ 694; see a l s o 
her _excel'lent essay, "Nitobe Inazo t o heimindo no k e i s e i " i n 
Chuo k o r o n , 80:2 ( S p e c i a l I s s u e : K i n d a i Nihon o t s u k u t t a  
hyakunin, 1965), pp. 408-14. 

40 
Kenneth P y l e , "The Technology of Japanese Na t i o n a l i s m : 

The Local Improvement Movement, 1900-1918" i n The Journal of  
Asian Studies, 32:1 (November 1973), 51-65. 

4 1 Takeda, "Kaisetsu," Zenshu, V I I , 695. 
42 

On Hozumi i n f l u e n c e on the reforms of t h i s p e r i o d , see 
R i c h a r d M i n e a r , Japanese T r a d i t i o n and Western Law: Emperor 
S t a t e and Law i n the Thought of Hozumi Yatsuka (Cambridge: 
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Harvard U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1970). 
43 

Government r e p r e s s i o n i n t h i s p e r i o d has been w e l l -
d e s c r i b e d by W e s t e r n h i s t o r i a n s o f J a p a n . See R i c h a r d 
M i t c h e l l , Censorship i n I m p e r i a l Japan (Princeton: Princeton 
U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1983); Fred N o t e h e l f e r , Kotoku S h u s u i : 
P o r t r a i t of a Japanese R a d i c a l (London: Cambridge U n i v e r s i t y 
Press, 1971); Hyman K u b l i n , Asian Revolutionary: the L i f e of  
Katayama Sen ( P r i n c e t o n : P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1964); 
Thomas S t a n l e y , Osugi Sakae (Cambridge: Harvard U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s s , 1982). 

44 - - -
N i t o b e Inazo, "Shakai s h u g i dan" i n Rodo- S e k a i , No. 6, 

9 (23 June 1902), 338-339. 
45 -

Nitobe Inazo, "Shokumin no saishu mokuteki" i n Hogaku 
kyokai z a s s h i , 31:12 (December 1913), 94-118; t h i s a r t i c l e i s 
r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, IV, 354-372. 

46 
For an a n a l y s i s of the l i b e r a l ' s p o s i t i o n , see Benjamin 

Ward, "What i s L i b e r a l i s m " i n The L i b e r a l Economic World View 
(New York: Basic Books Inc., 1979), pp. 7-11. 

47 
N i t o b e I n a z o , " S h i n f u j i n " i n Fuj]_J_n n i s u s u m e t e , 

r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, XI,_190. On the "Blue S t o c k i n g s " see 
Nancy Andrew, "The S e i t o s h a : An E a r l y Japanese Women's 
Organization, 1911-1916" i n A l b e r t C r a i g , ed., Papers on Japan 
(19 72), pp. 45-69 ; a l s o , K. M i y a m o t o , " I t o Noe and t h e 
B l u e s t o c k i n g s , " Japan I n t e l l i g e n c e r (Autumn, 1975), pp. 190-
204. 

48 
One should keep i n mmd t h a t s o c i a l c r i t i c i s m i n Japan, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y by e s t a b l i s h e d s c h o l a r s , became fashionable only 
a f t e r the World War I w i t h the spread of M a r x i s t i d e a s . 
S c h o l a r s t r a i n e d i n c l a s s i c a l economics, as was N i t o b e , d i d 
not have the t h e o r e t i c a l c o n c e p t i o n of c l a s s s t r u c t u r e or 
economic e x p l o i t a t i o n . Kawakami Hajime, an economist at Kyoto 
U n i v e r s i t y , i n h i s Binbo monogatari (Tales of Poverty) which 
appeared i n 1916, began t o understand the r o o t s of p o v e r t y 
c l e a r l y around t h i s t i m e . See G a i l B e r n s t e i n , "The Road to 
Marxism" i n Japanese M a r x i s t : A P o r t r a i t of Kawakami Hajime,  
1879-1946 (Cambridge: Harvard U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s ) , pp. 87-113; 
a l s o , Henry D. Smith I I , Japan's F i r s t Student R a d i c a l s 
(Cambridge: Harvard U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1972), pp. 29-33. 

49 
See pages 130-1. 

5 0 R i r e k i s h o I, I I , entry f o r 7 February 1911. 
51 

See p. 121 on Nitobe's f r i e n d s and a c q u a i n t a n c e s of 
t h i s p e r i o d . 
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52 -
On Goto's work, see Y u k i k o Hayase, "The Career of Goto 

S h i m p e i : Japan's Statesman of Research, 1857-1929," D i s s . 
U n i v e r s i t y of F l o r i d a 1974. 

53 
B e t w e e n 1913 and 1 9 1 9 , N i t o b e s e r v e d on two 

governmental commissions: (1) r i n j i h a k u r a n k a i hyogi_ i n 
( E x h i b i t i o n F a i r c o u n c i l l o r ) [1914]; (2) takushoku c h o s a - 
i i n k a i no i i n ( C o l o n i z a t i o n i n v e s t i g a t i o n committee member) 
[1917] . 

54 - - -
See h i s a r t i c l e s " M i t a b i I t o koshaku to k a t a r i s h i t o j i 

no t s u i k a j . " ( R e c o l l e c t i o n s of my t h r e e c o n v e r s a t i o n s w i t h 
P r i n c e I t o ) i n JNN (15 November 1909) and "Yo ga Nogi t a i s h o 
t o no k a i k e n y o r i u k e t a r u f u k a k i i n s h o " (Deep i m p r e s s i o n s I 
r e c e i v e from my r e c o l l e c t i o n s of Ge n e r a l Nogi) i n JNN (1 
October 1912). 

55 -
A r t i c l e by Yoshiuye Shoryo i n Yuben (1 January 1911), 

pp. 244-6. 
5 6 

See G. Sidney P h e l p s , " I n t r o d u c i n g Dr. N i t o b e " i n 
Minnesota Alumni Weekly, 11:8 (13 November 1911), pp. 4-5. 

57 
Sasagawa Rinpu, "Meishi no mitaru m e i s h i — N i t o b e Inazo" 

i n S h i n k o r o n (1 February 1909), p. 6. 
5 8 

Noyori H i d e n o r i , Seinen no t e k i . My thanks to Yuzo Ota 
fo r sending me a photocopy of t h i s book. 

59 
_ N i t o b e , "Demokurashi no k o n t e i " i n JNN, r e p r i n t e d i n 

Zenshu, IV, 504. 
6 0 See KBKSS (pp. 390-6) f o r a l i s t o f N i t o b e ' s 

p u b l i c a t i o n s i n t h i s p e r i o d . 
6 1 Shuyo i s r e p r i n t e d i n v o l . 7 of Zenshu; f o r s a l e s of 

book, see the " K a i d a i , " p. 691; see a l s o , Masuda G i i c h i , 
"Nitobe hakushi no omoide" i n NHTS, p. 176. 

62 — Yo w a t a r i no m i c h i i s r e p r i n t e d i n v o l . 8 of Zenshu; 
f o r c i r c u l a t i o n f i g u r e s , see the "Kaidai," p. 593. 

63 — J i n s e i zakkan i s r e p r i n t e d i n v o l . 10 of Zenshu. I t 
has been republished i n the Kodansha gakujutsu bunko s e r i e s i n 
1983. See the f o r w a r d by Sato M a s a h i r o , which g i v e s the 
background of the volume. See note 66 on J i k e i r o k u . 

64 - -
For d e t a i l s on t h i s a c c i d e n t , see Matsumoto Kozo, 

"Sensei k i k a no omoide" i n NHTS, pp. 406-9. 
6 5 I c h i n i c h i i c h i gen i s r e p r i n t e d i n v o l . 8 of Zenshu; 

p u b l i c a t i o n f i g u r e s are given i n the "Kaidai," p. 593. 
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6 6 — 
J i k e i i s r e p r i n t e d v o l . 7 of Zenshu. U n t i l i t s 15th 

p r i n t i n g i n 1929, i t was p u b l i s h e d i n i t s o r i g i n a l format. 
After_1929, i t was condensed and given a new t i t l e , J i k e i r o k u . 
The_Kodansha gakujutsu bunko e d i t i o n , a l s o w i t h a foreward by 
Sato Masahiro, uses the l a t t e r t i t l e . Kodansha has a l s o added 
a t h i r d N i t o b e book, S e i y o no j i j o t o s h i s o , w i t h a f o r e w a r d 
by Hirakawa Sukehiro, i n t o i t s gakujutsu bunko s e r i e s . 

67 — — Aoyama Nao, "Kindai Nihon j o s h i kyoiku to Nitobe Inazo" 
i n NIKK, pp. 205-42. 

6 8 I b i d , pp. 238-9. 
6 9 See preface to Fuj i n n i susumete, r e p r i n t e d i n zenshu, 

XI , 7. 
70 . . . 

P u b l i c a t i o n f i g u r e s f o r F u j m n i susumete i s given i n 
" k a i d a i , " Zenshu, XI, 447. 

71 . . 
H i t o r i no onna i s r e p r i n t e d i n v o l . 11 of Zenshu; f o r 

p u b l i c a t i o n f i g u r e s , see the "Kaidai," p. 447. 
72 

See Thomas Havens, Farm and N a t i o n i n Modern Japan 
(Princet o n : _ P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1974) f o r a d i s c u s s i o n 
of nohonshugi (pp.7-14). 

73 -
N i t o b e I n a z o L Nogyohonron, r e p r i n t e d i n v o l . _2 of 

Zenshu; see a l s o , I t o Zen, "Nitobe hakase no k e i z a i s h i s o " i n 
Tokyo j o s h i daigaku, NIKK, pp. 255-257. 

74 -
Haga Noboru, " J i k a t a no s h i s o " i n Chiho s h i no s h i s o 

(Tokyo: NHK Shuppan K y o k a i , 1972), p. 72; I s h i g u r o Tadaatsu, 
"Nitobe sensei to godokai" i n NHTS, pp. 371-8. 

75 
Haga, p. 72. 

7 6 
I b i d , pp. 68-9. See a l s o Ronald Morse,_ K i n d a i k a e no  

chosen: Yanagida Kunio no i s a n (Tokyo: Nippon Hoso Shuppan Kyo 
k a i , 1977). For a summary of the r e c e n t i n t e r e s t i n the 
p i o n e e r i n g e t h o l o g i c a l work of Yanagida, see Takayanagi 
S h u n ' i c h i , " Y a n a g i t a Kunio" i n Monumenta N i p p o n i c a , 29:3 
(1974), 329-35. 

77 
Haga, p. 69. See Kinen I (p. 91) f o r a photograph of 

a dinner meeting of the Godokai at Nitobe's home. 
7 8 

Haga, p. 69. 
79 

Is h i g u r o , p. 372. 
8 0 — 

N i t o b e Inazo, " S e n j i wagakuni no n i d a i k i k e n , " i n JNN 
(1 May 1917) and r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, IV, 481. 320 
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81 T W ^ . 

I b i d . 
8 2 

See Chapter Two on the Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y . 
8 3 

_See t h e f o l l o w i n g two a r t i c l e s on W i l s o n by N i t o b e : "Yo 
t o doso k a n k e i a r u s h i n d a i t o r y o u i r u s o n s h i " i n JNN, 15:2_4_ (15 
November 1912), pp. 2-5; "Gakusei j i d a i no u i r u s o n " i n Chuo ko-
r o n , ( M a r c h 1 9 1 7 ) , pp. 86-7. 

84 . . 
J o h n M o r t o n B l u m , Woodrow W i l s o n and t h e P o l i t i c s o f 

M o r a l i t y ( B o s t o n : L i t t l e , Bro.wn and Company, 1 9 5 6 ) , pp. 110-
31. 

p c _ _ _ 
See M i t a n i T a i i c h i r o , T a i s h o demokurashi (Tokyo: Chuo 

k o r o n s h a , 1 9 7 4 ) , pp. 7-42; a l s o , H e n r y D. S m i t h I I , "The 
Roots o f t h e Modern Student Movement" i n Japan's F i r s t Student  
R a d i c a l s , pp. 21-51. 

8 6 — 
" D e m o k u r a s h i no k o n t e i t e k i i g i " (1 J a n u a r y 1919); 

" D e m o k u r a s h i no y o s o " (1 F e b r u a r y 1919); " J i y u k o k u m i n no 
s o k o j i k a r a " (15 F e b r a r y 1_919__; " J i y u no s h i n z u i " (1 M a r c h 
1919); " D e m o k u r a s h i no s h u c h o s u r u b y o d o r o n no h o n s h i " (15 
M a r c h 1919); " H e i m i n d o " ( l _ M a y 1919). A l l s i x a r t i c l e s a r e 
r e p r i n t e d i n v o l . 4 of Zenshu. 

p 7 _ 
Zenshu, IV, 497-8. 

8 8 — 
Z e n s h u , IV, 509. 

89 — 
For the d e m o c r a t i c i d e a s o f Y o s h i n o Sakuzo, see M i t a n i , 

pp. 155-212. 
90 

Z e n s h u , I V , 504. 
9 1 I b i d , p. 504, 508, 515. 
9 2 I b i d , p. 509. 
93 J I b i d . 
94„, 

500, 
Demokurashi no k o n t e i t e k i i g i , " i n Z e n s h u , I V , 499-

9 5 I b i d , p. 505. 
96 

"Heimindo," i n Zenshu, IV, 542. 
97 - - -

See S a i t o M a k o t o , " S o s o k i A m e r i c a k e n k y u " (p. 590) on 
N i t o b e ' s c o n s t a n t s t r e s s on t h e need t o u n d e r s t a n d A m e r i c a 
b e f o r e p a s s i n g judgment on her i n s t i t u t i o n s and l i f e s t y l e s . 

Q O _ 

Z e n s h u , I V , 540. 
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100 

99 . . . 
See h i s comments on h i s i m p r e s s i o n o f A m e r i c a n 

i n d u s t r i a l growth i n the midwest i n "yubei zakkan" i n Kokka 
gakkai z a s s h i , 27:2 (February 1913), 79-80. 
N i t o b e I n a z o , "Dai A m e r i c a t o Roma t e i k o k u " i n JNN (1 
J u l y 1912), pp. 8-10. 

101 - - -N i t o b e Inazo "Beikoku;j_in no tokucho," quoted by S a i t o 
Makoto, "Sosoki America kenkyu," p. 582. 

102 
103 
104 
105 
106 

S a i t o , p. 578. 
I b i d . 
I b i d . 
Reprinted i n v o l . 3 of Zenshu. 
American S t u d i e s i n Japan O r a l H i s t o r y S e r i e s , T akagi  

Yasaka_ sensei n i k i k u 6:1 (Tokyo: Tokyo Daigaku America kenkyu 
s h i r y o s e n t a , 1979), p. 39. I am g r a t e f u l t o P r o f e s s o r Ohara 
Yuko who sent me a copy of t h i s volume. 

107 
I b i d . Takagi has l e f t many r e c o l l e c t i o n s on Nitobe, a 

few of which can be found i n h i s five-volume c o l l e c t e d works, 
Takagi Yasaka Chosakushu (Tokyo: Tokyo Daigaku Shuppan K a i , 
1971) . 

108 — — — — Tsurumi Yusuke, Goto S h i n p e i (Tokyo: K e i s o Shobo, 
1965), p. 3. 

Chapter Seven 
1 The League of Nations Soc i e t y i n Canada, A Handbook on  

the League of N a t i o n s (Ottawa: The League of N a t i o n s S o c i e t y 
i n Canada, n.d.) , p. 101. 

2 
Denys P. Myers, Handbook of the League of N a t i o n s , p. 

3. On the d r a f t i n g of the Covenant, see Frank P. W a l t e r s , A 
H i s t o r y of the League of N a t i o n s , (1952; r p t . London: Oxford 
U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1967), pp. 30-9; John Bassett, The League of  
N a t i o n s (New York, Longmans, Green and Co., 1928), pp. 1-4; 
Elmer Bendiner, A Time f o r Angels (New York: A l f r e d A. Knopf, 
1975), pp. 78-103; George Slocombe, A M i r r o r t o Geneva: I t s  
Growth, Grandeur and Decay (1938; r p t . F r e e p o r t , New York: 
Books f o r L i b r a r i e s Press, 1970), pp. 32-6. 

3 
On Japan's r o l e i n the d e l i b e r a t i o n s i n P a r i s , see 

M a s a t o s h i M a t s u s h i t a (New York: Columbia U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 
1929), pp. 15-35; a l s o Thomas Burkman, "Japan, the League of 
N a t i o n s , and t h e New W o r l d O r d e r , " D i s s . U n i v e r s i t y o f 
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Michigan 1975, pp. 227-76. 
4 

For Japan's s t r a t e g y a t the Peace Conference and a 
background i n t o the Shantung i s s u e and the Western P a c i f i c 
i s l a n d s i n a wider context of great power r i v a l r y , see Richard 
S t o r r y , Japan and the D e c l i n e of the West i n A s i a , 1894-1943 
(London: M a c M i l l a n P r e s s , L t d . , 1979), pp. 111-14. P u b l i s h e d 
works and r e f e r e n c e m a t e r i a l s r e l a t i n g t o the League of 
N a t i o n s and c o l l e c t i v e s e c u r i t y abound. See George W. Baer, 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r g a n i z a t i o n s , 1918-1945: A Guide t o Research  
and Research M a t e r i a l s ( W i l m i n g t o n , Delaware: S c h o l a r l y 
Resources Inc., 1981) f o r an e x c e l l e n t b i b l i o g r a p h y of primary 
and secondary sources on a l l aspects of the League of Nations. 
I am indebted to Professor George Egerton f o r p o i n t i n g out to 
me t h i s guidebook, which proved i n v a l u a b l e i n w r i t i n g t h i s 
chapter. 

5 
For an account of the p u b l i s h i n g a c t i v i t i e s of the 

League i n i t s heyday, see S e c r e t a r i a t o f t h e League o f 
N a t i o n s , Ten Years of W o r l d - C o - o p e r a t i o n (London: H a z e l l , 
Watson and V i n e y , L t d . , 1930). A l s o Myers, Handbook. Though 
i t i s s t a n d a r d o p i n i o n today t h a t "the League has f a i l e d " i n 
i t s peace-keeping t a s k s , when one c o n s i d e r s the range of 
a c t i v i t i e s t h a t the League engaged i n , many of which are 
f o r e r u n n e r s of those t h a t e x i s t today, the d i f f i c u l t i e s of 
c o n d e m n i n g t h e League i n a b l a n k e t s t a t e m e n t becomes 
i m m e d i a t e l y apparent. For an o b j e c t i v e judgment on the 
League's work, see Gerhard Niemeyer, "The Balance-sheet of the 
League Exp e r i m e n t " i n I n t e r n a t i o n a l O r g a n i z a t i o n , 6 (1952), 
537-58. 

c 
For a d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s of the weaknesses of the 

League, w i t h a p a r t i c u l a r f o c u s on the o f f i c e of S e c r e t a r y -
G e n e r a l , see James B a r r o s , O f f i c e W i t h o u t Power: S e c r e t a r y - 
G e n e r a l S i r E r i c Drummond, 1919-1933 (New York: Oxford 
U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1979); a l s o h i s B e t r a y a l from W i t h i n : Joseph  
Avenol, Secretary General of the League of Nations, 1933-1940 
(New Haven: Yale U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1969). 

7 
E.H. C a r r , I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l a t i o n s Between the Two 

World Wars (1937; r p t . London: MacMillan and Co., Ltd., 1965), 
pp. 98-130; W a l t e r s , p. 295. 

The most d e t a i l e d account of the League l i s t e d above 
(note 2) i s Frank W a l t e r s , a former h i g h o f f i c i a l i n the 
S e c r e t a r i a t ; f o r an o p p o s i t e and h i g h l y c r i t i c a l v i e w see 
Elmer Bendiner, A Time For Angels. 

For an q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s of the coverage of news of 
the League i n the Tokyo Asahi, see Burkman, pp. 298-9. 

1 0 R i r e k i s h o I , e n t r y f o r 4 March 1919; Tsurumi Yusuke, 
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Goto Shinpei (Tokyo: Keiso Shobo, 1965), IV, 3. 
1 1 See " R o o s e v e l t o f F a r E a s t Here," San F r a n c i s c o 

C h r o n i c l e , 22 Mar. 1919, p. 17. A c l i p p i n g of t h i s a r t i c l e i s 
reproduced i n Kinen I , p. 147. N i t o b e i n t h i s a r t i c l e i s 
r e f e r r e d to as the "Burbank" of Japan. 

12 
D e t a i l s of the t r i p w i t h Goto are from Tsurumi, pp. 7-

100. 
13 

I b i d , pp. 7-46. Goto's p a r t y when they l e f t Tokyo 
co n s i s t e d of Nitobe, Kasama Akio, Tajima M i c h i j i , Washio Sho 
g o r o and Goto's s o n , I c h i z o , who e n r o l l e d a t C o l u m b i a 
U n i v e r s i t y i n New York. Mary Nitobe apparently j o i n e d them on 
the West Coast. In Chicago, the p a r t y was j o i n e d by Kawakami 
Kaoru ( K a r l ) , a f o r e i g n c o r r e s p o n d e n t f o r the Tokyo N i c h i  
N i c h i who accompanied the pa r t y to New York. 

14 I b i d , pp. 50-66. Nitobe's anecdote about Robert C e c i l 
i s found i n h i s I j i n gunzo, r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, V, 367-9. 

15 . - . 
Tsurumi, Goto Sh i n p e i, p. 72. 

1 6 Sato, p. 123. 
17 

Nitobe's appointment i s b r i e f l y mentioned i n B a r r o s , 
O f f i c e Without Power, p. 68. 

18 
L e w i s A u c h i n c l o s s , L e t t e r t o E r i c Drummond, 21 June 

1919, Edward M. House Papers, S t e r l i n g Memorial L i b r a r y , Yale 
U n i v e r s i t y , New Haven, Conn., and quoted i n B a r r o s , O f f i c e  
Without Power, p. 68. 

19 . - . 
Tsurumi, Goto S h i n p e i , pp. 82-8. 

20 
I b i d , p. 88. Tsurumi p o i n t s out t h a t one c o n d i t i o n t h a t 

Goto put t o Chinda was t h a t N i t o b e a l s o be a p p o i n t e d t o the 
House of Peers a l o n g w i t h appointment t o the League. Peerage 
came to Nitobe a f t e r h i s r e t i r e m e n t from the League. 

21 -
Nitobe Inazo, L e t t e r to Anna Chalce, 12 August 1919, i n 

FHLNP. 
2 2 

Konoe Fumimaro "Nitobe s e n s e i " i n NHTS, p. 173. For 
Konoe's work w i t h S a i o n j i a t the Peace Conference, see Oka 
Yoshitake's e x c e l l e n t biography, Konoe Fumimaro: A P o l i t i c a l  
Biography (Tokyo: Tokyo U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1983). 

23 
The o t h e r two major b o d i e s were the Assembly and the 

C o u n c i l . The powers of each are d e f i n e d i n the Covenent. See 
Myers, Handbook of the League of N a t i o n s , pp. 24-52, f o r a 
c o n c i s e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l summary of the League; see a l s o 
Walters, pp 40-61. 324 
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24 D u r i n g t h e p l a n n i n g s t a g e s o f t h e League, some 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e s wanted the p o s i t i o n of Secretary-General to be 
p o l i t i c a l l y e m i n e n t . R o b e r t C e c i l p r o p o s e d t h e t i t l e 
"Chancellor," which suggests greater powers, but i n subsequent 
debate, a l e s s i n f l u e n t i a l p o s i t i o n was created. See Barros, 
O f f i c e Without Power, pp. 1-19. 

25 
W a l t e r s , pp. 76-7; see a l s o , F r a n k G. B o u d r e a u , 

" I n t e r n a t i o n a l C i v i l S e r v i c e " i n Pioneers In World Order, ed. 
H a r r i e t E a g e r D a v i s (New Y o r k : C o l u m b i a U n i v e r s i t y 
Press,1944), pp. 76-86. 

2 6 
For the s e l e c t i o n of the S e c r e t a r i a t ' s h i g h - l e v e l 

p e r s o n n e l and the problems a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i t , see B a r r o s , 
O f f i c e Without Power, pp. 60-8; The League of Nations Society 
i n Canada, A Handbook on The League of N a t i o n s , pp. 120-21, 
g i v e s a l i s t of the r a n k i n g members of the S e c r e t a r i a t i n 
1924. 

27 Boudreau, p. 80. 
28 Slocombe, p. 70; Boudreau p o i n t s out o t h e r f a c t o r s 

w hich h e l p e d t o make a s u c c e s s f u l S e c r e t a r i a t , see p. 81-3. 
29 

League of Nations Documents and P u b l i c a t i o n s , "Minutes 
of the D i r e c t o r s Meetings." 27 A p r i l 1921. On m i c r o f i l m from 
R e s e a r c h P u b l i c a t i o n s , I n c . , New Haven, Conn., r e e l 1 
(Henceforth D i r e c t o r s Meeting Minutes). 

30 
Bendmer, p. 134. Both F o s d i c k and Monnet d i d not 

remain a t t h e i r p o s t f o r l o n g ; a f t e r America's r e j e c t i o n of 
the League, Fosdick resigned. Monnet departed i n 1923, and h i s 
p o s i t i o n was f i l l e d by Joseph Ave n o l . I t a l y , as a midd l e 
power, was represented on the S e c r e t a r i a t from January 1920 by 
Bernardo A t t o l i c o , who h e l d the o t h e r Under S e c r e t a r y -
General's rank. 

31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

Frank Walters, "The Late Dr. Nitobe" i n NHTS, pp. 432-3. 
Sugimura Yotaro, "Renmei j i d a i no sensei," p. 429. 
W a l t e r s , "The Lat e Dr. N i t o b e , " p. 435. 
Irene S t a f f o r d , "Dr. N i t o b e , " i n NHTS, p. 461. 
W i l l i a m Faunce, President of Brown who v i s i t e d Nitobe 

i n September 1922, commented about Nitobe's v i e w s on the 
postwar r e c o n s t r u c t i o n work i n a l e t t e r t o h i s w i f e : "I have 
t a l k e d w i t h him [Nitobe] again about Europe and get no l i g h t , 
save t h a t the need i s s p i r i t u a l , not p o l i t i c a l . " See W i l l i a m 
Faunce, L e t t e r to Sadie Faunce, 23 August 1922, Faunce Papers, 
The John Hay L i b r a r y , Brown U n i v e r s i t y , P r o v i d e n c e , Rhode 
Is l a n d (henceforth FPRU). 
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3 6 Myers, Handbook, p. 379. 
37 . . 

D i r e c t o r s Meeting Minutes, 20 Aug. 1919. 
3 8 I b i d , 7 J u l y 1920. 
39 

The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Bureaux's budget a l l o c a t i o n i n 1925 
amounted to 18,000 Swiss francs. See C o n f i d e n t i a l C i r c u l a r s , 
"Memorandum by F i n a n c i a l D i r e c t o r , " 13 May 1925. Appended to 
D i r e c t o r s Meeting Minutes, r e e l 2. 

40 
D i r e c t o r s Meeting Minutes, 3 March 1922; " I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

O r g a n i s a t i o n s , " Monthly Summary of the League of N a t i o n s , 2 
(1922), 50 (hereafter c i t e d as Monthly Summary). 

41 
S e c r e t a r i a t of the League of N a t i o n s , Ten Years of  

World Co-operation, p. 442. 
42 

D i r e c t o r s M eeting M i n u t e s , 3 March 1922; Monthly 
Summary, 2, (1922), 50, 97. 

43 
F o r a summary of t h e work o f t h e C o m m i t t e e f o r 

I n t e l l e c t u a l C o o p e r a t i o n , see S e c r e t a r i a t of the League of 
Nations, Ten Years, pp. 313-29; Walters, H i s t o r y , pp. 191-4. 

44 . . 
D i r e c t o r s Meeting Minutes, 31 Dec. 1920 

45 
Monthly Summary, 2, (1922), 96, 118. 

46 
D i r e c t o r s Meeting Minutes, 1 June 1922; 14 June 1922. 

47 
Ronald S t e e l e , A B i o g r a p h y of A l b e r t E i n s t e i n (New 
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(New Haven: Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1963); S a r a S m i t h , The  
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K e e n l e y s i d e a t h i s home i n V i c t o r i a B.C. on 28 March 1984 has 
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on t h e r e s e a r c h done by U c h i k a w a E i i c h i r o , c h i e f e d i t o r i a l 
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T a l k of r e p l a c i n g Ambassador Debuchi i n Washington 

because "he f a i l e d to d i s p e l American misunderstandings about 
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Zenshu, XVI, p. 350. 
1 1 0 I am g r a t e f u l to Professor Sato Masahiro f o r g i v i n g me 

photocopies of back-issues of the Osaka M a i n i c h i that c o n t a i n 
the o r i g i n a l a r t i c l e s Nitobe c o n t r i b u t e d to the paper. 

I l l 
Matsumoto, Shanghai j i d a i , v o l . 2, p. 64; see a l s o Jo 

d a i Tano, "Nitobe s e n s e i " i n NHTS, p. 405. A l t h o u g h J o d a i i s 
r e f e r r i n g t o a luncheon t h a t N i t o b e had w i t h the F o r e i g n 
M i n i s t e r i n 1933, b e f o r e h i s d e p a r t u r e f o r Canada, t h i s 
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m i n i s t r y . 

112 
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114 
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1 1 5 Raymond B u e l l , "An Open L e t t e r t o Dr. Inazo N i t o b e , " 
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1 1 6 " E d i t o r i a l , " The C h r i s t i a n Century, 49:1 (1 June 1931), 
p. 670-1. 

117 
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A m e r i c a , Osaka M a i n i c h i , 19 June 1932. T h i s a r t i c l e has been 
d e l e t e d from v o l . 16 of the Zenshu. See S a t o , " J o u r n a l i s t , " 
pp. 20-25 f o r reasons behind t h i s omission. 

118 
"A C h r i s t i a n " i n h i s column What I_ am L e a r n i n g i n 

A m e r i c a , Osaka M a i n i c h i , 9 J u l y 1932. T h i s a r t i c l e i s a l s o 
deleted from v o l . 16 of Zenshu. 

119 
M a n u s c r i p t of address "Japan's Hopes and F e a r s " i s i n 

FHLNP. 
120 

Telegram from Counsul H o r i u c h i t o F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r 
U c h ida, quoted i n p a r t i n S a s a k i Takamura Amerika no N i t o b e  
Inazo ( M o r i o k a : Kumaya i s a t s u shuppan-bu, 1985), pp. 169-70 
[hereafter S a s a k i ] . This v a l u a ble book, f u l l of r i c h m a t e r i a l , 
was p u b l i s h e d a f t e r I had w r i t t e n a l l of my c h a p t e r s ; i t 
i l l u m i n a t e s many obscure points of d e t a i l i n Nitobe's t r a v e l s 
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121 Nitobe's meeting w i t h the U n i t e d S t a t e s ' P r e s i d e n t i s 
d e s c r i b e d by h i m s e l f i n "Japan's Savant Meets P r e s i d e n t 
Hoover" i n Osaka M a i n i c h i , 4 June 1932. 
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Honorary Doctorate from Haverford, see "Announce Hon. Degrees" 
i n The News, (11 June 1932), H a v e r f o r d C o l l e g e , p. 1; on 
Nitobe's speech before Quakers, see Howard W. E l k i n t o n , Inazo  
N i t o b e i n NHTS, pp. 512-3. 
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David E l k i n t o n , i n t e r v i e w . 
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David E l k i n t o n , i n t e r v i e w ; " I n s t i t u t e of P o l i t i c s Opens 
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T r a n s c r i p t , 28 J u l y 1932). Many newspaper c l i p p i n g s of t h i s 
s e s s i o n of the I n s t i t u t e of P o l i t i c s are on d e p o s i t i n the 
W i l l i a m s i a n a C o l l e c t i o n , W i l l i a m s College. I express my thanks 
to David E l k i n t o n f o r making c o p i e s a v a i l a b l e t o me. The 
"young n e w s p a p e r man" p r o b a b l y i s I s h i k a w a K i n ' i c h i , a 
newspaper man w i t h the Tokyo N i c h i N i c h i who t r a v e l l e d w i t h 
the Nitobes to America. See Sasaki, p. 164. 125 
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I n s t i t u t e of P o l i t i c s , p. 1. 
Reprinted i n Zenshu, XV, pp. 305-321. 
I b i d , p 308. 
Norton, "Sino-Japanese R e l a t i o n s , " pp. 129-70. 
"Japan and the Peace Pact," r e p r i n t e d i n Zenshu, XV, 

pp. 240-52. 
1 3 0 I b i d , p. 245. 
1 3 1 I b i d , pp. 246-52. 
132 • • -Interview Nitobe by w i t h the T a i r i k u Nippo, Vancouver, 

Canada, 18 January 1932. 
133 

"The M i s s i o n a r y Mind" i n column What I_ am L e a r n i n g i n 
A m e r i c a , Osaka M a i n i c h i , 8_July 1932. T h i s a r t i c l e , t o o , has 
been delete d from the Zenshu-. !34 T, ., I b i d . 
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The o f f e r t o l e c t u r e a t the u n i v e r s i t y came i n mid-

J u l y ; Nitobe, a f t e r checking w i t h the Osaka M a i n i c h i to see i f 
he c o u l d extend h i s s t a y i n N o r t h A m e r i c a , w i r e d the V i c e -
P r e s i d e n t of Academic A f f a i r s , Monroe Deutsch, accepting the 
o f f e r on 27 J u l y . The documents c o n c e r n i n g h i s appointment 
are i n the P r e s i d e n t ' s F i l e s , U n i v e r s i t y A r c h i v e s , B a n c r o f t 
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L i b r a r y , U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , Berkeley. 
1 3 6 — 

The l e c t u r e s are r e p r i n t e d i n volume 1 5 of Zenshu; f o r 
Nitobe's views on Manchuria, see pp. 2 2 1 - 3 3 ; f o r h i s views on 
the League, pp. 2 3 4 - 5 2 . These two l e c t u r e s are the most 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l ones of the s e r i e s . 

1 3 7 
I n s t i t u t e of World A f f a i r s , P r o c e e d i n g s of the Tenth 

S e s s i o n , M i s s i o n Inn, R i v e r s i d e , C a l i f o r n i a , December 1 1 to 
1 6 , 1 9 3 2 (Los Angeles: U n i v e r s i t y of Southern C a l i f o r i a , 
1 9 3 3 ) , p. v i i . 

1 3 8 

I b i d , p. x i i . 
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I b i d , "Japan's Place i n the Family of Nations," p. 1 1 2 . 
1 4 0 . , I b i d . 
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T a i r i k u Nippo, 1 9 , 2 0 , 2 1 January 1 9 3 3 . 
1 4 2 

L e t t e r r e c e i v e d from P a u l C h r i s t o p h e r , U n i v e r s i t y 
A r c h i v i s t , U n i v e r s i t y of Southern C a l i f o r n i a , 1 9 Ma_rch 1 9 8 5 ; 
"A Japanese T r i b u t e t o Abraham L i n c o l n " i s i n Zenshu, XV, pp. 
3 2 2 - 3 1 . 

1 4 3 
"Dr. N i t o b e Back Here A f t e r Year's Absence" i n Osaka  
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1 4 4 -I b i d ; " I n t e r v i e w w i t h Dr. N i t o b e , " T a i r i k u Nippo, 1 9 

January 1 9 3 2 , p. 3 . 
1 4 5 -

S a t o , p . 1 6 1 . 

1 4 6 
See p. 2 0 4 f o r Nitobe's f i r s t meeting w i t h the Emperor. 

N i t o b e met the Emperor f o r a second t i m e i n 1 9 3 1 when he 
l e c t u r e d t o the Emperor on h i s e x p e r i e n c e s a t the League and 
the men he had met there. 

1 4 7 
Bannen, p p . 2 0 1 - 2 ; Pao-chin Chu, V^ Wellington Koo: A 

Case Study of China's Diplomat and Diplomacy of Na t i o n a l i s m ,  
1 9 1 2 - 1 9 6 6 (Hong Kong: The Chinese U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1 9 8 1 ) , p. 
1 4 0 . 
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Bannen, p. 2 0 1 . 
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I"" "How Geneva Erred," Osaka M a i n i c h i , 1 2 - 1 3 May 1 9 3 3 . 
l b U I b i d . 
1 5 1 I b i d . 
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T a i r i k u Nippo, 14 August 1933, p. 3. 

1 6 8 I b i d . 
169 — — 

Takagi, "Nitobe sensei to Taiheiyo mondai chosa k a i " i n 
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i n t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f i l e s o f t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l House o f 
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A Note on the Nitobe Biographies 
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schooldays i n Sapporo. Two years l a t e r , Isonokami Gen'ichiro 
published Taiheiyo no hashi (Tokyo: Kodansha, 19_71). In 1980^ 
Sato Masahiro p u b l i s h e d h i s N i t o b e Inazo: s h o g a i t o s h i s o 
(Tokyo: K i r i s u t o k y o tosho shuppan-sha, 1980). 

In E n g l i s h , t h r e e b i o g r a p h i c a l s t u d i e s have been done. 
Sukeo Kitazawa's The L i f e of Dr. N i t o b e (Tokyo: Hokuseido, 
1953) i s short and w e l l - w r i t t e n . But i t s u f f e r s , as a l l of the 
biographies i n Japanese do, from a lack of c r i t i c a l treatment. 
In 1957, commissioned by Passmore E l k i n t o n , Dorothy G i l b e r t , 
P r o f e s s o r of E n g l i s h a t G u i l f o r d C o l l e g e , w r o t e , based on 
m a t e r i a l s a t the FHLNP, Inazo and Mary N i t o b e . T h i s work, 
however, i s not an academic study and was p r i n t e d f o r p r i v a t e 
c i r c u l a t i o n among f r i e n d s and f a m i l y of the P h i l a d e l p h i a 
E l k i n t o n s . Miwa Kimitada d i d , i n 1967, a d o c t o r a l d i s s e r t a t i o n 
at P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y e n t i t l e d : "Crossroads of P a t r i o t i s m i n 
I m p e r i a l Japan: Shiga S h i g e t a k a (1863-1927), Uchimura Kanzo 
(18 61-193 0 ) , and N i t o b e I n a z o (1 8 6 2-_1 9 3 3 ) ." T h i s work 
sketches the l i f e of three Sapporo nogakko graduates, w i t h the 
p a t r i o t i s m theme as the c e n t r a l focus of the work. Though Miwa 
makes some i n s i g h t f u l comments about N i t o b e , h i s work i s 
l i m i t e d by the extent of h i s research. But Miwa, i t should be 
noted, d i d h i s work on t h i s p r o j e c t _before the f l o o d of 
m a t e r i a l s on Nitobe, i n c l u d i n g the Zenshu, became a v a i l a b l e . 

Since the announcement of the 5,000 yen note, a number of 
new and i n t e r e s t i n g s t u d i e s on Nitobe's l i f e have appeared. 
Two f u l l - l e n g t h books, one published i n the l a s t year, and the 
o t h e r e a r l y t h i s summer a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y r i c h w i t h 
b i o g r a p h i c a l data. The f i r s t i s by an Iwate j o u r n a l i s t , 
Uchikawa E i i c h i r o Bannen no Inazo (Morioka: Iwate Nippo sha, 
1984). T h i s volume has been i n v a l u a b l e t o my study. I t has 
subsequently been t r a n s l a t e d i n t o E n g l i s h by _Michael Newton, 
w i t h a f o r e w o r d by John F. Howes N i t o b e Inazo: The Twi 1 i g h t 
Years (Tokyo: Kyobunkan, 1985). Another v a l u a b l e book i s 
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S a s a k i Takamura, Amerika no N i t o b e Inazo (Morioka: Iwate 
B r o a d c a s t i n g Company, 1985). T h i s book i s b a s e d on a 
t e l e v i s i o n producer's t r i p across North America i n a quest to 
recapture on f i l m Nitobe's l i f e and career. 

Two Japanese professors have r e c e n t l y completed shorter 
but important s t u d i e s on Nitobe. Professor Izumi Kurashiro of 
T o t t o r i U n i v e r s i t y has published a study of Nitobe's graduate 
t r a i n i n g at the Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y , which i s based on an 
exhaustive search of a r c h i v a l m a t e r i a l . Another study on the 
same subject t h a t i s yet unpublished i s Professor Furuya Jun's 
"Nitobe Inazo i n B a l t i m o r e : A Graduate Student and Quaker," 
Seminar Paper, (Baltimore: the Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y , May 
1984). My Chapter 2 had already been w r i t t e n when these works 
came t o my a t t e n t i o n . They r e f l e c t the h i g h q u a l i t y of 
recent b i o g r a p h i c a l work on Nitobe. 

Nitobe's Writings 

A large p o r t i o n of Nitobe's w r i t i n g s have been c o l l e c t e d 
and p r i n t e d i n 16 volumes: N i t o b e Inazo Zenshu (Tokyo: Kyo 
bunkan, 1969). At present, the same p u b l i s h e r i s r e i s s u i n g an 
expanded v e r s i o n of the Zenshu under the general e d i t o r s h i p of 
Professor Sato Masahiro. 22 volumes are projected. The volumes 
are appearing now, and r e c e n t l y v o l s . 17 and 18 were released. 
Below i s a guide to contents of the present Zenshu. 
Zenshu, v o l . 1 
Bushido (Japanese t r a n s l a t i o n ) 
Tozai a i f u r e t e 
Short Biography: Miyabe Kingo 
Zenshu v o l . 2 
Nogyo honron 
Nogyo hatatsu s h i 
Uber den Japanischen Grundbestz 
Zenshu, v o l . 3 
Beikoku kenkoku s h i yo 
Kenkoku bidan 
Uiruriamu pen den 
Zenshu, v o l . 4 
Shokumin seisaku_kogi no ronbunshu 
Shoronbun : J i h y o nado 
Supplement I: Ko nogakushi F u j i t a Kyusaburo kun shoden 
Supplement I I : Nitobe hakushi shoronbun 
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Zenshu, v o l . 5 
Zuiso roku 
Zuikan roku 
I j i n gunzo 
Zenshu, v o l . 6 
Kigan no a s h i 
Naikan gaibo_ 
Seiyo no j i j o to shiso 
Zenshu , v o l . 7 
Shuyo 
J i k e i r o k u 
Zenshu, v o l . 8 
Yo w a t a r i no mi c h i 
I c h i n i c h i i c h i gen 
Zenshu, v o l . 9 
Fausuto monogatari 
Ifuku tetsugaku kogi 
Zenshu, v o l . 10 
J i n s e i z a k k a n 
Jinseidokuhon 
Zenshu, v o l . 11 
F u j i n n i susumete 
H i t o r i no onna 
Dokusho to J i n s e i 
Zenshu, v o l . 12 
Bushido, The Soul of Japan 
Thoughts and Essays 
Zenshu, v o l . 13 
The Japanese Nation 
The Intercourse Between the U.S. and Japan: An H i s t o r i c a l 

Sketch 
Zenshu, v o l . 14 
Japan: Some Phases of her problems and development 
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Japanese T r a i t s and Foreign Influences 
Zenshu, v o l . 15 
Lectures on Japan 
What the League of N a t i o n s Has Done and Is Doing 
The Use and Study of Foreign Languages i n Japan 
Reminiscences of Childhood 
Two E x o t i c Currents i n Japanese C i v i l i z a t i o n 
An Unfinished T r a n s l a t i o n of Lao-Tzu and E n g l i s h A b s t r a c t 

of the K o j i k i 
Zenshu, v o l . 16 
E d i t o r i a l J o t t i n g s 
Zenshu, v o l . 17 
Nihon kokumin ( t r a n s l a t i o n of the Japanese Nation) 
N i c h i b e i k a n k e i s h i ( t r a n s l a t i o n of the I n t e r c o u r s e Between 

the United States and Japan) 

Other Nitobe Writings 

The most e x h a u s t i v e l i s t of Nitobe's w r i t i n g s , arranged 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y , i s found i n K i n d a i bungaku kenkyu sosho 
[KBKSS], ed. Showa_joshi daigaku k i n d a i bungaku kenkyu s h i t s u , 
v o l . 35 (Tokyo: Showa j o s h i daigaku k i n d a i bungaku kenkyu sho, 
1972), pp. 378-403. T h i s v a l u a b l e c o m p i l a t i o n , which l i s t s 
almost a thousand items, i s not, however, complete. There are 
more N i t o b e w r i t i n g s s c a t t e r e d i n v a r i o u s p l a c e s and y e t 
unaccounted f o r . 

Works by N i t o b e used i n t h i s study and not i n c l u d e d i n 
the Zenshu are l i s t e d i n order of p u b l i c a t i o n . 
"Why I Became a F r i e n d . " I n t e r c h a n g e , 3, No. 3 (21 March 
1887), 3-4. 
The I m p e r i a l A g r i c u l t u r a l C o l lege of Sapporo. Sapporo, 
Imperial College of A g r i c u l t u r e , 1893. 
" S e i t o shokun n i tsugu,"_"Wasurenu kusa," "Dai Nihon g a i k o 
s h i , " "No no t e i g i , " "Ryugaku dan." K e i r i n . volumes 10-18 
(1894-1895). In archives at the Hoppo s h i r y o s h i t s u , Hokkaido 
U n i v e r s i t y . 
"Nomin no kenko" ( p a r t 1 and 2). T o k e i s h u s h i . (March, May 
1895) . 
"Nokan j o s h i no kenko." Jogaku z a s s h i . (25 June 1895). 
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"Shakai s h u g i dan." Rodo S e k a i . (23 June 1902), pp. 338-339. 
"Yo wa i k a n i s h i t e J i t s u g y o no Nihonsha no henshu komon t o 
n a r i t a r u ka." JNN. (1 Jan. 1909). 
"Shinkei s u i j a k u c h i r y o n i kansuru Berutsu hakase no meigen." 

JNN. 15, (15 J u l y 1909). 
" M i t a b i I t o koshaku t o k a t a r i s h i t o j i no t s u i k a i " JNN (15 
November 1909). 
"Waga k u n i t o c h i s a i k i n no sontoku." Chuo- Ko-ron. (October 
1910). 
"Dai A m e r i c a t o Roma t e i k o k u . " JNN. (1 J u l y 1912), pp. 8-10. 
"Yo t o doso k a n k e i aru s h i n d a i t o r y o u i r u s o n s h i . " JNN. (15 
November 1912), pp. 2-5; 
"Yo ga Nogi t a i s h o t o no k a i k e n y o r i u k e t a r u f u k a k i insho." 
JNN. (1 October 1912). 
"Yubei zakkan." Kokka gakkai z a s s h i . 27:2 (February 1913), 79-
80. 
"Gakusei j i d a i no u i r u s o n . " Chuo koron. (March 1917), pp. 86-
7. 
"Japanese C o l o n i z a t i o n . " A s i a n Review. 4th s e r . , 16 (January 
1920) . 
"The League of Nations Movement i n Japan." Dated 1 A p r i l 1925. 
Nitobe submitted t h i s r e p o r t to E r i c Drummond a f t e r h i s t r i p 
to Japan. This unpublished re p o r t i s i n the League of Nations 
archives (Box R1573) i n Geneva, S w i t z e r l a n d . Professor Thomas 
Burkman provided me w i t h a copy of t h i s document. 
P r e f a c e t o Maeda Tamon__ Sekkyoku shuyo t o shokyoku shuyo. 
Tokyo: N a i g a i Shuppan Kyokai, 1926. 
"Japan's Hopes and Fears." Radio Address over CBS. 20 May 
1932. Manuscript i n FHLNP. 
"A C u r i o u s L e t t e r . " What I am L e a r n i n g i n A m e r i c a , Osaka  
M a i n i c h i . 19 June 1932. 
"The M i s s i o n a r y Mind." What I_ am L e a r n i n g i n A m e r i c a , Osaka  
M a i n i c h i . 8 J u l y 1932. 
"A C h r i s t i a n . " What I am Learning i n America, Osaka M a i n i c h i . 
9 J u l y 1932. 
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"Japan's P l a c e i n t h e F a m i l y o f N a t i o n s . " P r o c e e d i n g s o f t h e  
I n s t i t u t e o f W o r l d A f f a i r s , T e n t h S e s s i o n , M i s s i o n I n n ,  
R i v e r s i d e , C a l i f o r n i a , 11-16 December 1932, pp. 109-14. 

" B l e n d i n g o f E a s t and West." P r o c e e d i n g s o f t h e I n s t i t u t e o f  
World A f f a i r s , Tenth S e s s i o n , pp. 125-9. 

"How Geneva e r r e d . " Osaka M a i n i c h i . 12-13 A p r i l 1933. 

J i n s e i z a k k a n . 1 9 1 5 ; _ r p t . Tokyo: K o d a n s h a g a k u j u t s u bunko, 
1983. Foreword by Sato M a s a h i r o . 

J i k e i r o k u . 1916_; r p t . Tokyo: K o d a n s h a g a k u j u t s u bunko, 1982. 
Foreword by Sato M a s a h i r o . 

S e i y o no j i j o t o s h i s o . 1934. r p t . Tokyo: K o d a n s h a g a k u j u t s u 
bunko, 1983. Foreward by H i r a k a w a S u k e h i r o . 

Personal Recollections 

Numerous anecdotes a r e w r i t t e n about N i t o b e . H i s f a m i l y , 
c l o s e s t f r i e n d s , and d i s c i p l e s r e m i n i s c e d about him a f t e r h i s 
death. The s t a n d a r d , and by f a r t h e most v a l u a b l e c o l l e c t i o n , 
i s N i t o b e H a k u s h i T s u i o k u shu [NHTS]. ed. T a k a g i _ Y a s a k a and 
Maeda Tamon. (Tokyo: ko N i t o b e h a k u s h i k i n e n j i g y o j i k k o i i n , 
1936). A t o t a l o f 76 r e c o l l e c t i o n s a r e i n t h i s c o l l e c t i o n . 
L i s t e d below, i n t h e o r d e r t h a t t h e y appear i n NHTS, a r e t h o s e 
I have used: 

Sato Shosuke. "Kyuyu N i t o b e h a k u s h i o omou." 

Hayakawa T e t s u j i . "Kyuyu N i t o b e kun." 

S a e k i R i i c h i r o . "Yonjugonenkan kawaranu yujo." 

Takaoka Kumao. "Nitobe s e n s e i no t s u i o k u . " 

K o t a n i T a k e j i . "Nitobe s e n s e i no Sapporo j i d a i . " 

Hanzawa Makoto. "Nitobe hakase t o Sapporo Enyu yagakko." 

Kawai M i c h i k o . "Onshi N i t o b e hakase." 

Suga K i k u t a r o . "Nitobe s e n s e i no omoide no k i . " 

Oda Yorozu. "Chonmage n i y o f u k u o k i s e t a yo na otoko." 

S a s a k i Nobutsuna. "Nitobe h a k u s h i no omoide no n i san." 

Konoe Fumimaro. "Nitobe s e n s e i . " 
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Masuda G i i c h i . "Nitobe hakase no omoide." 
Maeda Tamon. "Kiseichu t o s h i t e no kanso." 
Tajima M i c h i j i . "Haramachi j i d a i . " 
Kasama Akio. "Shikarareta tsuioku." 
Iwanaga Y u k i c h i . "Nitobe sensei to boku." 
Tsurumi Yusuke. " N i c h i b e i kokan k y o j u j i d a i no N i t o b e 
s e n s e i . " 
Kanai K i y o s h i . "Nitobe Sensei no t s u i s o . " 
Kawanishi J i t s u z o . "Nitobe Sensei n i kansuru tsuioku." 
Goto Ryunosuke. "Onshi Nitobe sensei." 
I s h i i M itsuru. "Nitobe sensei to watakushi." 
M i t a n i Takamasa. "Somuki no omoide." 
Yanaihara Tadao. "Ikko kocho o yamerareta t o k i . " 
Tanaka Kotaro. "Nitobe sensei no shiso to h i t o . " 
Morito Tatsuo. "Kyoiku sha to s h i t e no Nitobe sensei." 
Kawai E i j i r o . "Nitobe sensei no omoide." 
Nasu S h i r o s h i . "Nitobe sensei no omoide." 
Ishiguro Tadaatsu. "Nitobe sensei to godokai." 
Ayuzawa Iwao. "Nijugonen mae no Nitobe sensei o shinobite." 
J o d a i Tano. "Nitobe sensei." 
Matsumoto Kozo. "Sensei k i k a no omoide." 
I s h i i K i k u j i r o . "Nitobe Inazo hakushi o shinobu." 
Sugimura Yotaro. "Renmei j i d a i no sensei." 
Walters , Frank P. "The Late Doctor Nitobe." 
Sweetser Arthur. "Doctor Nitobe." 
Yasutomi Shozo. "Nitobe sensei no omoide." 
Abraham, Gerald. "Inazo Nitobe." 
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Harada Ken. "Genebu n i t e . " 

S t a f f o r d , K.I. " D o c t o r N i t o b e . " 

K a w a n i s h i Kazuko. "Omoide." 

Ayuzawa Fukuko. " A r i g a t a k i N i t o b e s e n s e i . " 

T a k a g i Yasaka. "Nitobe s e n s e i t o T a i h e i y o mondai c h o s a k a i . " 

S o e j i m a M i c h i m a s a . "Ko N i t o b e Inazo h a k u s h i o s h i n o b i t e . " 

E l k i n t o n , Howard W. "Inazo N i t o b e . " 

Bowles, G i l b e r t . "Some Memories of Doctor Inazo Nitobe's L i f e . " 

Other Reminiscences 
(arranged i n a l p h a b e t i c a l o r d e r by author) 

Ayuzawa Iwao. "Nit o b e s e n s e i no k o k u s a i t e k i koken." NIKK. 

B i n f o r d , Gurney. As I Remember I t : 43 Y e a r s i n J a p a n , n.p.: 
p r i v a t e l y p r i n t e d , [1950]. 

Bowles, G i l b e r t . "The F o u n d a t i o n o f Dr. Nitobe's C h a r a c t e r , " 5 
pp. t y p e w r i t t e n copy i n FHLNP. 

K a t o Takeko. " T a i d a n : s o f u I n a z o o k a t a r u . " K i n e n - I , pp. 97-
104. 

K a w a i E i j i r o . " G a k u s e i no j i d a i . " K a w a i E i j i r o s h u . V o l . 7 o f 
Gendai z u i s o zenshu, 1953, pp. 198-214. 

Matsukuma T o s h i k o . " F u t a t s u no omoide." N i t o b e Inazo- z e n s h u . 
"Geppo," No.10. 

Matsumoto S h i g e h a r u , Maeda Y o i c h i , Tanabe Sadayoshi. "Nitobe 
s e n s e i o k a t a r u . " K i n e n I , pp. 69-85. 

Nanbara S h i g e r u . R e k i s h i o t s u k u r u mono. Tokyo: Tokyo d a i g a k u 
s h u p p a n - k a i , 1969. 

N i t o b e K o t o k o . "Musume k a r a m i t a N i t o b e I n a z o f u s a i . " B u n g e i  
H i r o b a . 30:8 ( S e p t . 1982). 

N i t o b e K o t o k o . " T a i d a n : c h i c h i I n a z o o k a t a r u . " K i n e n - I , pp. 
86-96. 

Ouchi Hyoe. " K a i s e t s u . " Zenshu, IV, 646. 

P i c k a r d , B e r t r a m . "Inazo N i t o b e . " NIKK, pp 332-4. 



Takagi Yasaka. "Takagi Yasaka s e n s e i n i k i k u . " American  
S t u d i e s i n Japan O r a l S e r i e s . 6:1, Tokyo: Tokyo U n i v e r s i t y 
American Studies Research I n s t i t u t e , 1979. 
Takagi Yasaka. "Dr. Inazo N i t o b e and C h r i s t i a n i t y . " V o l . 5 of 
Takagi Yasaka Chosakushu. Tokyo: U n i v e r s i t y of Tokyo P r e s s , 
1971, 272-9. 
Y a n a i h a r a Tadao. Yo no s o n k e i suru j i n b u t s u . Tokyo: Iwanami, 
1940. 

Rirekisho 

I have used e n t r i e s from two r i r e k i s h o (curriculum v i t a e ) 
f o r b i o g r a p h i c a l data on Nitobe's work: 
Nitobe Inazo R i r e k i s h o . Located i n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f i l e s 
of the K e i z a i g a k u - b u (Economics F a c u l t y ) , Tokyo U n i v e r s i t y , 
Hongo Campus. 
N i t o b e Inazo R i r e k i s h o . In f i l e s _at Tokyo J o s h i Daigaku. My 
copy was given me by Professor Sato Masahiro. 

Interviews and Correspondence 

People who knew N i t o b e i n person are s t i l l a l i v e i n Japan 
and N o r t h American. I have c o n t a c t e d some of them and have 
used i n f o r m a t i o n gathered from t h e i r conversation and l e t t e r s . 
Angus, Henry. Personal i n t e r v i e w . 2 May 1984. 
Bowles, Gordon. L e t t e r received. 14 May 1984. 
E l k i n t o n , David. Personal i n t e r v i e w . 30 May 1983; 7 Oct. 1983. 
Kato Takeko. P e r s o n a l i n t e r v i e w s . 6 June 1983; 26 May 1984. 
A l s o , l e t t e r s r e c e i v e d . 15 October and 1 November 1984, the 
l a t t e r w i t h a diagram of the Kobinatadai machi home. 
Maeda Y o i c h i . P e r s o n a l i n t e r v i e w . 26 May 1983. 
Tanabe Sadayoshi. Telephone i n t e r v i e w . 8 J u l y 1983. 
Fujimura Masuji. Speech at UBC. 19 May 1985. 
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Nitobe's l e t t e r s and others about him 

"There i s h a r d l y a b e t t e r way t o get t o know a man than 
to read h i s l e t t e r s " says G i l b e r t Highet (The Power of Poetry, 
p. 68). I agree. Nitobe's l e t t e r s , and those by people c l o s e 
to him, have been i n d i s p e n s i b l e to w r i t e Chapters 2, 3, and 4. 
From 1906 onwards, most of the l e t t e r s r e l a t e t o h i s p u b l i c 
a c t i v i t i e s . I n t i m a t e l e t t e r s t h a t p r o v i d e g l i m p s e s i n t o h i s 
i n n e r l i f e are a l m o s t w h o l l y absent. Some l e t t e r s by o t h e r s 
c o n c e r n i n g N i t o b e , are a v a i l a b l e . I l i s t b o t h types here i n 
a l p h a b e t i c a l order by author's l a s t name. 
B u t l e r , N i c h o l a s Murray. N i t o b e and B u t l e r corresponded 
i n f r e q u e n t l y between 1911-1931. There are a few l e t t e r s 
between them i n the B u t l e r ' s f i l e s a t the B u t l e r L i b r a r y , 
Columbia U n i v e r s i t y , New York. There are a l s o some 100 items 
i n the C a r n e g i e Endowment Papers a t the same l i b r a r y . They 
r e f e r to Nitobe's 1911-12 exchange-professor l e c t u r e s . 
Deutsch, Monroe. Correspondence between N i t o b e and Deutsch 
concerning Nitobe's l e c t u r e s at the U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a 
can be found i n the P r e s i d e n t ' s F i l e , B a n c r o f t L i b r a r y , 
U n i v e r s i t y of C a l i f o r n i a , Berkeley. 
Faunce, W i l l i a m . Faunce v i s i t e d the .Nitobes i n Geneva i n 1922 
and wrote t o h i s w i f e two l e t t e r s about N i t o b e and t h e i r 
household. These are i n the Faunce Papers, John Hay L i b r a r y , 
Brown U n i v e r s i t y , Providence, R.I. 
HCERP-Haverford C o l l e g e , E s t h e r Rhoades Papers. In t h i s 
c o l l e c t i o n are 34 l e t t e r s to Anna Hartshorne from Friends i n 
Japan, mainly the Nitobes and Rachel Read. 
Ho l t , Hamilton. L e t t e r to Nicholas M. B u t l e r , 21 May 1911. In 
the B u t l e r Papers, B u t l e r L i b r a r y , Columbia U n i v e r s i t y . This 
l e t t e r c o n c e r n s t h e s u g g e s t i o n of N i t o b e as E x c h a n g e -
Professor . 
L H A - L e t t e r s from N i t o b e t o H e r b e r t B. Adams. They are 23 i n 
number and date from 1886 u n t i l 1899. These are i n the Adams 
C o l l e c t i o n a t the M i l t o n S. Eisenhower L i b r a r y , The Johns 
Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y , B a l t i m o r e , Maryland. 
L J E - L e t t e r s from N i t o b e t o Joseph E l k i n t o n . There are seven 
l e t t e r s , dated between 1891 and 1896--Nitobe's Sapporo 
p e r i o d — w h i c h g i v e much p e r s o n a l d a t a . These are i n FHLNP. A 
few of these l e t t e r s have been p r i n t e d i n NIKK. 
L M K - L e t t e r s from N i t o b e t o Miyabe Kingo. These date between 
1883-1890. There are over 20 l e t t e r s i n t h i s c o l l e c t i o n ; 11 
of these have been t r a n s l a t e d w i t h annotated notes by T o r i i 
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Kiyoharu i n N i t o b e Inazo no tegami. Sapporo: Hokkaido daigaku 
tosho k a n k o - k a i , 1976. I am i n d e b t e d t o P r o f e s s o r Sato 
Masahiro f o r g i v i n g me photocopies of a l l of these l e t t e r s . 
LWG-Letters from N i t o b e t o W i l l i a m G r i f f i s . There are 11 
l e t t e r s i n t h i s c o l l e c t i o n , which date between 1886 and 1905. 
These a r e i n the G r i f f i s Papers, Rutgers U n i v e r s i t y L i b r a r y , 
New Brunswick, New Jersey. 
MNLF-Mary Nitobe's l e t t e r s t o her f a m i l y . There are n e a r l y a 
100 of these l e t t e r s i n FHLNP. An overwhelming m a j o r i t y of 
these are dated between 1891 and 1903. Only a v e r y few are 
dated a f t e r 1920. Some of these l e t t e r s have been r e p r i n t e d i n 
NIKK. 
N i t o b e Inazo. L e t t e r t o Uchida Yasuya, 2 February 1920, i s 
r e p r i n t e d i n Kinen I , pp. 168-9. T h i s g i v e s some da t a on 
Nitobe's e a r l y work at the League. 

L e t t e r t o h i s s i s t e r , Kawano K i s a . 7 January 
1920, r e p r i n t e d i n Kinen I I , p. 86. Dates from the same 
perio d as the l e t t e r above, but gives i n t i m a t e personal data. 
Ota, Inazo. L e t t e r to Daniel Gilman, 10 August 1889 i n Gilman 
C o l l e c t i o n , M i l t o n S. Eisenhower L i b r a r y , The Johns Hopkins 
U n i v e r s i t y . 
Sato Shosuke. L e t t e r t o H e r b e r t B. Adams. 5 November 1892. In 
Adams C o l l e c t i o n , M i l t o n S. Eisenhower L i b r a r y , The Johns 
Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y . 
Tsurumi Yusuke. L e t t e r to h i s niece, 7 August 1908. Provides 
a r e v e a l i n g glimpse i n t o the operation of the Nitobe household 
and Tsurumi's r e l a t i o n s h i p to the Nitobes. This i s p r i n t e d i n 
Kinen I , pp. 111-3. 

Contemporary A r t i c l e s About Nitobe 
(In c h r o n o l o g i c a l order) 

N i t o b e was a co n s p i c u o u s p u b l i c f i g u r e i n h i s t i m e , and 
h i s name f r e q u e n t l y t u r n e d up i n newspaper columns or i n 
magazines and j o u r n a l s . The b e s t comprehensive l i s t of 
w r i t i n g s about Nitobe i s i n KBKSS, pp. 418-44. L i s t e d here are 
sources t h a t I have used i n t h i s work: 
"Japanese Students," Crawford J o u r n a l , 3 October 1884, p. 24. 
"Quakeress Weds Japanese." P h i l a d e l p h i a I n q u i r e r , 2 January 
1891 (no pag.) found i n the f i l e s of FHLNP. 
"Three Japanese scholars and t h e i r works." Japan Weekly M a i l , 
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23 J a n u a r y 1892. My t h a n k s t o H i g u c h i J i r o o f Yokohama who 
p r o v i d e d me w i t h a c o p y o f t h i s a r t i c l e d u r i n g t h e N i t o b e - O 
h i r a Conference h e l d a t UBC. 

" Z a p p o . " K e i r i n z a s s h i . V o l s . 1-18 (1 May 1892 t o 28 December 
1895) . 

"Zappo ." G a k u g e i k a i z a s s h i . V o l s . 19-34 (15 F e b r u a r y 1898 t o 
29 December 1900). 

Chuga i e i j i s h i n b u n , 7:8 (30 A p r i l 1900); 7:11 (15 J u l y 1900); 
7:19 (15 November 1900). 

C h u g a i e i j i s h i n b u n . ( s u p p l e m e n t ) , 7: 19 (15 November 1900) , 
232. 

Sasagawa R i n p u . " M e i s h i no m i t a r u m e i s h i - - N i t o b e I n a z o . " 
S h i n k o r o n (1 F e b r u a r y 1909) , p . 6. 

Yosh iue Shoryo . "Okuma haku to N i t o b e h a k u s h i wa konna ten ga 
n i t e i r u . " Y u b e n (1 J a n u a r y 1911) , p p . 2 4 4 - 6 . 

H a r t s h o r n e , A n n a . " D r . N i t o b e i n F o r m o s a " i n E i b u n s h i n s h i , 
5 :9 , ( F e b r u a r y 1, 1908) . 

" M e i s h i no m i t a r u m e i s h i . " S h i n k o r o n , (Feb. 1, 1909). 6. 

"Nitobe komon no t o b e i s o b e t s u k a i . " JNN, 14:8 (August 1911). 

" C a l i f o r n i a has O r i e n t o - p h o b i a , says Dr . N i t o b e , " D a i l y P a l o , 
S t a n f o r d U n i v e r s i t y p a p e r . (Sept . 1911) . 

" J a p a n e s e E d u c a t o r t o L e c t u r e H e r e . " P r o v i d e n c e J o u r n a 1 (3 
September 1911). 

" J a p a n e s e E d u c a t o r C o m i n g t o Brown" P r o v i d e n c e J o u r n a l (7 
September 1911) . 

"Exchange P r o f e s s o r " i n Brown H e r a l d (7 October 1911), p. 1. 

"A J a p a n e s e P r o f e s s o r a t B r o w n . " Brown A l u m n i M o n t h l y , 12 
(1911-1912). 

"Announcements." Brown H e r a l d (19 O c t o b e r , 14 November 1911). 

JNN, 14, (15 O c t o b e r 1911) , 3. 

JNN, 14 (1 November 1911) , 1. 

"The U n i v e r s i t y R e c o r d . " The U n i v e r s i t y o f C h i c a g o M a g a z i n e , 
(1912). 

" D r . N i t o b e t o L e c t u r e . " The News L e t t e r 16:14 , (8 J a n u a r y 
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1912). 
"Campus News." The News L e t t e r (15 January-5 February 1912). 
"The N a t i o n a l Geographic S o c i e t y . " The N a t i o n a l Geographic  
Magazine (March 1912). 
" I n t r o d u c i n g Dr. Nitobe." Minnesota Alumni Weekly, 11:8 (13 
Nov. 1911. 
"Items." Minnesota D a i l y , (3-15 May 1912). 
JNN, 15, (1 January 1913), 1. 
"Japan's Preparedness f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Co-operation." P a c i f i c  
A f f a i r s , 2.1: (January, 1930). 
"Japanese Ambassador." New York Times, (4 May 1932), p. 3. 
B u e l l , Raymond. "An Open L e t t e r t o Dr. Inazo Nitobe." New 
Republic, 71:912 (25 May 1932), 42. 
" E d i t o r i a l . " The C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y , 49:1 (1 June 1931), p. 
670-1. 
"Japan's Savant Meets P r e s i d e n t Hoover." Osaka M a i n i c h i , (4 
June 1932). 
"Announce Hon. Degrees." The News, H a v e r f o r d C o l l e g e , (11 
June 1932), p. 1 
"Dr. N i t o b e Back Here A f t e r Year's Absence." Osaka M a i n i c h i , 
(25 March 1933). 
"How Geneva Erred," Osaka M a i n i c h i , (12-13 May 1933). 
" T a i h e i y o k a i g i n i o i t e Nihon wa." T a i r i k u Nippo (14 August 
1933) . 
" N i t o b e h a k u s h i o r e n m e i no i i n n i . " T a i r ik. u N i_ p p o ( 2 2 
September 1933). 
"Nitobe h a k u s h i t s u i n i sh i k y o . " T a i r i k u Nippo (16 October 
1933) . 

Other Primary Sources 
(arranged c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y ) 

Uchimura Kanzo. How _I Became a C h r i s t i a n . _ V o l . 1 of The  
Complete Works of Kanzo Uchimura, I, Tokyo: Kyobunkan, 1971. 
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A l l e g h e n y C o l l e g e . Catalogue and Announcement of A l l e g h e n y  
C o l l e g e f o r the Academic Year 1884-85. M e a d v i l l e : A l l e g h e n y 
College, 1884. 
Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y C i r c u l a r s , 48, (1886-1887), 78. 
A p p l i c a t i o n form of Inazo Ota, 17 October 1884. This document 
i s i n the U n i v e r s i t y A r c h i v e s , M i l t o n S. Eisenhower L i b r a r y , 
The Johns Hopkins U n i v e r s i t y . 
Hokumei gakko k i j i . n.p. : n.p., 1895. 
Uchimura Kanzo. l e t t e r to Mary and Inazo Nitobe, 18 Oct. 1895, 
i n FHLNP. R e p r i n t e d i n V o l . 36 i n Uchimura Kanzo Zenshu. 
Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten, 1983. pp. 424-5. 
"Nihon kogakuha no tetsugaku." i n D o k u r i t s u hyoron, 1 (1 
January 19 0 3). 
Uemura Masahisa. "Bushido." Fukuin shinpo, 297 (6 Mar. 1901). 
Poole's Guide to L i t e r a t u r e , (1904 e d i t i o n ) . 
C a r n e g i e Endowment f o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l Peace, Year Book f o r  
1911. Washington, D.C., 1912. 
Faunce, W i l l i a m . C i t a t i o n s ... f o r honorary degrees granted by 
Brown U n i v e r s i t y , 1900-1924, John Hay L i b r a r y , Brown 
U n i v e r s i t y A r c hives, Providence, Rhode Island. 
N o y o r i H i d e i c h i . Seinen no t e k i . Tokyo: J i t s u g y o no s e k a i , 
1913. 
1920 O f f i c i a l Minutes of the P i t t s b u r g h Annual Conference of 
the Methodist E p i s c o p a l Church. Memoirs of Bishop Merriman C.  
H a r r i s . Held at Johnstown, Penn.: F r a n k l i n S t r e e t Church, 6-11 
October, 1920, p. 213. T h i s r e c o r d i n the a r c h i v e s of the 
Crawford County H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y , M e a d v i l l e , Pennsylvania. 
Morse, Edwin W. The L i f e and L e t t e r s of Hamilton W. Mabie. New 
York: Dodd, Mead and Co., 1920. 
League of Nations Documents and P u b l i c a t i o n s . "Minutes of the 
D i r e c t o r s Meetings." 27 A p r i l 1921. On m i c r o f i l m from Research 
P u b l i c a t i o n s , Inc., New Haven, Conn., Reel 1. 
League of Nations. Monthly Summary, 2 (1922), 50. 
Dai i c h i k o t o gakko k i s h u k u r y o , ed., K o r y o s h i . Tokyo: n.p., 
1925. 
Dewey, John. L e t t e r s from China and Japan. Ed. E v e l y n Dewey. 
New York: E.P. Dutton, 1920. 
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I n s t i t u t e of P a c i f i c R e l a t i o n s [henceforth IPR]. IPR: Honolulu  
Session, June 30-July 15, 1925. Honolulu, 1925. 
IPR. Problems of the P a c i f i c : P r o c e e d i n g s of the Second  
Conference of the IPR, H o n o l u l u , H a w a i i , J u l y 15 t o 29, 19 2 7. 
Ed. J.B. C o n d l i f f e . Chicago: U n i v e r s i t y of Chicago P r e s s , 
1928. 
M e m o r i a l s of Naibu Kanda. Ed. the Kanda Memorial Committee. 
Tokyo: Japan A d v e r t i s e r Press, 1927. 
P a r l e t t , H a r o l d . A B r i e f Account of D i p l o m a t i c Events i n 
Manchuria. London: Oxford U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1929. 
IPR. P a c i f i c C o u n c i l M i n u t e s . Nara, Japan, 23 Oct. 1929. 
( u n p u b l i s h e d M i n u t e s i n p r i v a t e p o s s e s s i o n o f W i l l i a m 
H o l l a n d ) . 
IPR. The T h i r d B i e n n i a 1 Conference of the IPR, Kyoto Japan. 
Pamphlet prepared f o r the c o n f e r e n c e , Second Announcement, 
J u l y , 1929. 
IPR. P r o b l e m s o f t h e P a c i f i c : P r o c e e d i n g s o f t h e ThjLrd 
Conference of the IPR, Nara and Kyoto, Japan, October 23 t o  
November 9, 1929. Ed. J.B. C o n d l i f f e . Chicago: U n i v e r s i t y of 
Chicago Press, 1930 [henceforth Kyoto Proceedings]. 
Hsu Shuhsi. "The Manchurian Question." Kyoto Proceedings, pp. 
466-523 
Chu Hsiao. "Manchuria: A S t a t i s t i c a l Survey of i t s Resources, 
Trade, R a i l w a y s ad I m m i g r a t i o n . " Kyoto P r o c e e d i n g s , pp. 380-
422. 
Royama Masamichi. "Japan's P o s i t i o n i n Manchuria." Kyoto 
Proceedings, pp. 524-93 
Matsuoka Yosuke, "An Address on Manchuria." Kyoto Proceedings, 
pp. 594-607. 
Young, C. Walter. "Chinese C o l o n i z a t i o n and the Development of 
Northern Manchuria." Kyoto proceedings, pp. 423-65. 
The Japan Yearbook (1930), p. 57. 
N i t o b e , Inazo, e t a l . , Western I n f l u e n c e s In Modern Japan 
Chicago: U n i v e r s i t y of Chicago Press, 1931. 
IPR. "Handbook of the I n s t i t u t e of P a c i f i c R e l a t i o n s . " Ed. 
Bruno L a s k e r . Problems of the P a c i f i c , 1931: P r o c e e d i n g s of  
the Fourth Conference of the IPR, Hangchow and Shanghai China,  
October 21-November 2. Chicago: U n i v e r s i t y of Chicago Press, 
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1932. 
B e n n i n g h o f f , H.B. "Manchuria: The Japanese P o i n t of View." 
I n s t i t u t e of World A f f a i r s : Proceedings of the Ninth (Columbia  
Basin) S e s s i o n , P o r t l a n d , Oregon 11-15 J u l y 1932. Eugene, 
Ore.: U n i v e r s i t y of Oregon Press, 1935, pp. 8-10. 
Nor t o n , Henry K. "Sino-Japanese R e l a t i o n s i n E a s t e r n A s i a . " 
I n s t i t u t e of P o l i t i c s : T w e l f t h Session. Williamstown, Mass., 
1932, p. 136. 
I n s t i t u t e of World A f f a i r s . Proceedings of the Tenth Session, 
M i s s i o n Inn, R i v e r s i d e , C a l i f o r n i a , December 11 t o 16, 1932. 
Los Angeles: U n i v e r s i t y of Southern C a l i f o r n i a , 1933, p. v i i . 
IPR. Problems of the P a c i f i c 1933 : P r o c e e d i n g s of the F i f t h  
C o nference, IPR B a n f f , Canada, 14-26 August 1933. Ed. J.B. 
C o n d l i f f e . London: Oxford U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1934. 
T a k a g i Y a s a k a . "A S u r v e y o f J a p a n e s e S t u d i e s i n t h e 
U n i v e r s i t i e s and C o l l e g e s of the U n i t e d S t a t e s . " In V o l . 5, 
Takagi Yasaka zenshu, Tokyo: Tokyo U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1971, 
283-355. 
Tokyo Women's C o l l e g e L i b r a r y . C l a s s i f i e d C a t a l o g of N i t o b e  
L i b r a r y . U n p u b l i s h e d c a t a l o g u e c o m p i l e d by l i b r a r y s t a f f . 
Tokyo: October 1949. 
S h o t w e l l , James. The Aut o b i o g r a p h y of James Shotwe11. New 
York: B o b b s - M e r r i l l , 1962, p. 248. 
Holland, W i l l i a m . T r a n s c r i p t i o n of a two-hour taped i n t e r v i e w 
w i t h W i l l i a m Holland, conducted by John F. Howes, Vancouver, 
B.C., J u l y 1980 (in p r i v a t e possession of W i l l i a m Holland). 
Matsumoto Shigeharu. Shanghai j i d a i , V o l . 1. Tokyo Chuo 
shinsho, 1974. 
K e e n l e y s i d e , Hugh. Hammer Out t h e Gojlden Day. T o r o n t o : 
McClelland and Stewart Ltd., 1981, p. 406. 

Secondary Works on N i t o b e 
( l i s t e d a l p h a b e t i c a l l y by author) 

W r i t i n g s a b o u t N i t o b e a r e p l e n t i f u l . L i s t e d h e r e 
are only those works I have used: 
Aoyama Nao. "Kindai Nihon j o s h i kyoiku to Nitobe Inazo." NIKK, 
pp. 205-42. 
Conroy, S h a r l i e . "An I n q u i r y i n t o the Value System of a 
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J a p a n e s e I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t , N i t o b e I n a z o (18 6 2-1933)." 
u n p u b l i s h e d seminar paper, S o c i a l R e l a t i o n s 268, Harvard 
U n i v e r s i t y , N o v . , 1967. 
E l k i n t o n , David C. "Inazo and Mary Nitobe: Roots, Romance and 
R e c o l l e c t i o n s . " T h i s paper was p r e s e n t e d as a p u b l i c l e c t u r e 
a t the Department of A s i a n S t u d i e s , U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h 
Columbia, Vancouver, B.C., 7 October 1983. 
Hidaka D a i s h i r o , _ "Kyoiku k i h o n ho t o sono N i h o n t e k i h a i k e i , " 
i n Zenshu, "Geppo no. 1. 
Howes, _John F. "Inazo and h i s Roots." Conference Paper, 
N i t o b e - O h i r a I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on Japanese S t u d i e s , 
UBC, Vancouver, Canada. 23-26 May 1984 [ h e n c e f o r t h N i t o b e 
conference]. 
I s h i z a j c a K i y o a k i . "Nitobe Inazo t o M a r i k o f u j i n . " Enyu  
yagakko, pp. 134-5. 
Kato Tsuneyoshi. "Nitobe Inazo no h e i w a _ s h i s o t o k a t s u d o " i n 
R i k k y o j o s h i g a k u i n t a n k i d a i g a k u k i y o . No. 15 (1983), pp. 
141-255. 
Miwa K i m i t a d a . " N i t o b e and J a p a n e s e C o l o n i a l P o l i c y . " 
Nitobe c o n f e r e n c e paper. 
O s h i r o , George M. "Nitobe Inazo and Canada: R e t r o s p e c t and 
Prospect." Global Sapporo, 1:2 (Winter 1984), 16-17. 

" N i t o b e I n a z o : t h e UBC C o n n e c t i o n . " 
Wesbrook Qu a r t e r l y , 2:4 (Winter 1984), pp. 2,4. 
O t a , Yuzo. "Nitobe Inazo as a C u l t u r a l Mediator." N i t o b e 
Conference Paper. 
Roden, Donald. "Nitobe Inazo and the Problem of M a n l i n e s s , " 
Nitobe conference paper. 
Sato Masahiro. "Nitobe as a J o u r n a l i s t " N i t o b e c o n f e r e n c e 
paper. 
Takakura S h i n ' i c h i r o . "Nitobe Inazo t o Sapporo: sono s e t t e n 
t o s h i t e no Sapporo Enyu yagakko." In Enyu yagakko-. Sapporo: 
Hokkaido shinbun sha, 1981. 
Takakura S h i n ' i c h i r o . "Nitobe s e n s e i t o Sapporo." G l o b a l  
Sapporo, 1:2, ( W i n t e r , 1984), 19. 
Takeda Kiyoko. "Nitobe Inazo t o heimindo no k e i s e i . " Chuo ko  
ron. 80:2 S p e c i a l I s s u e : K i n d a i Nihon o t s u k u t f a h y a k u n i n , 
1965, pp. 408-14. 
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Takeda Kiyoko. "Kaisetsu." Zenshu, V I I , 694. 
Tanaka S h i n ' i c h i . "Nitobe Inazo t o Chosen." K i k a n s a n z e n r i , 
34, (Summer, 1983), 88-96. 
Tanaka S h i n ' i c h i . "Nitobe Inazo n i t s u i t e . " Hokudai hyakunen  
s h i henshu nya-zu, No. 9 (June 19 79). 
Tokyo j o s h i daigaku hikaku bunka kenkyusho. "Fukuzawa Y u k i c h i 
to Nitobe Inazo." Hikaku bunka (October 1984), pp. 7-8. 
Tsurumi Kazuko. "Sawayakana shogeki." Zenshu's "Geppo" no. 6, 
pp. 1-3. 
Yamane Yukio. "Taiwan togyo seisaku to Nitobe Inazo." i n NIKK, 
pp. 259-302. 

Secondary Sources 
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fu ron" i n Hokudai hyakunen s h i (tsusetsu n u k i z u r i ) . 
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